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Contact us to arrange a free consultation or 
visit our showroom today. 
904.224.5971 | DesignStudioDGP.com
6491 Powers Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32216

HAVE THE KITCHEN OR BATH 

YOU DESERVE
One of Your Neighbors is Now Enjoying this

Recent Remodel CFC057459

A dynamic and passionate team of three 
volunteers give life to The Ark Wildlife 
Rescue and Rehabilitation. Based in St. 
Augustine, Karen Lynch, Thaida Bonner 
and Valerie Hale work tirelessly to rescue 
and treat animals in need. Serving St. 
Johns and all surrounding counties, the 
team have rescued, rehabilitated and 
released 20,000 local wildlife since the 
non-profit organization formed in late 
1999. In 2016, they were able to provide 
assistance to more than 1,600 animals.

“We go wherever there’s a need. We 
put thousands of miles on our personal 
vehicles doing onsite rescues and we are 
available 24/7. Our phones are always on 
and we are so proud to provide a service 
to help the people and animals of the 

At Bartram Springs Elementary School, 
the faculty works tirelessly to inspire 
students to achieve both personal and 
academic success. Serving approximately 
960 diverse students, the A-rated school 
is known for academic excellence, 
dynamic teachers and extracurricular 
activities. The musical theatre program 
at Bartram Springs has became a stand-
out opportunity offered for students to 
shine.

“As an Academy of Academic Enrich-
ment, the musical theatre program 
at Bartram Springs Elementary is the 
perfect opportunity for our students to 
learn how to express themselves, demon-
strate creativity and showcase their many 
talents.  We are very fortunate to have 
a talented group of teachers at Bartram 
Springs,” Principal Kim Wright said. 

Kindergarten teacher Karly Hirst has 
linked her passion for theatre with her 
love for teaching students to form an 
exciting and well-rounded musical the-
atre program for the school. Originally 
from Washington, D.C., Hirst started 
theatre performances at the age of three 
and grew up involved in middle and 
high school theatre programs. Three 
other teachers join Hirst in bringing 
this program to life at Bartram Springs 
Elementary.

“Seeing the students really grow 
throughout the process is probably the 
most rewarding part of it all. The ones 
that seem shy and then come into audi-
tions and blow us away; it’s amazing to 
see these kids find their niche,” Hirst 
said.

Disney-themed shows are typically the 
most popular. “Seussical,” “Annie Jr.” 
and the current production of “Peter 
Pan Jr.” have all been huge successes for 
participation. 

“We’ve been shocked at the level of 
interest and support that we’ve received 
since starting the program,” Hirst said. 

Finding the resources to grow the 
program have proved to be the greatest 
challenge; however, the program contin-
ues to thrive.

Photo courtesy Angela Higginbotham

Valerie Hale holds a young rescued gopher tortoise, 
which was found frozen to the road during a recent 
cold snap. 

The Ark Wildlife 
Rescue and 
Rehabilitation 
provides  
assistance to 
animals in need
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

Bartram Springs Elementary provides musical theatre 
opportunities for students
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

“I love musical theatre because 
I get to sing and it’s so much 
fun to be on the stage,” third 
grader Kate Higginbotham 
said.

Kindergarten and first graders practice 
after school once per week for three 
months, until the show date in April. 
Second through fifth graders perform 
a more involved screenplay and spend 
time practicing twice a week. A total of 
126 students are given the opportunity 
to perform on stage.

“I get to sing, dance and perform….
some of my favorite things,” third grader 
Nori Alexander said.

The sets are built by parent volunteers. 
Photography, makeup and costume 
help is provided by faculty or family 
volunteers. The Accelerated Art club at 
Bartram Springs will also be providing 
help with the set of the “Peter Pan Jr.” 
performance. 

“This is such a fun thing that we are able 
to provide for the kids to do at school, 
and I’m proud to be a part of it,” Hirst 
said.

“Peter Pan Jr.” musical theatre perfor-
mances will be held at the school April 
6 – 8, 2017. 

Photos courtesy Georgia Road Photography

Cast members of Bartram Springs Elementary’s 
production of “Annie Jr.”

Bartram Springs Elementary students rehearse 
for “Annie Jr.”

The Ark cont. on pg. 18

I love musical 
theatre 
because I get 
to sing and it’s 
so much fun 
to be on the 
stage.

“ “
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NEA Big Read 
is a program of the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts designed 
to broaden our 
understanding of our 
world, our communities 
and ourselves through 
the joy of sharing a 
good book.

Local Community News 
12443 San Jose Blvd., STE. 403 

Jacksonville, FL 32223
(904) 886-4919

www.FloridaNewsLine.com
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Mandarin NewsLine Community Newspaper is a free monthly 
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Mystery Photo

Pet of the Month

Can you guess where this is? Submit your answer to 
mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s winner was Lisa Sanxter.

Layla
2 year old female
Mixed breed dog, large (more than 44 lbs 
fully grown)/Mix 
TT
3 year old female
Domestic shorthair mix

Come meet us and our friends at the Jack-
sonville Humane Society, 8464 Beach Blvd. 
Call (904) 725-8766 for more information.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

www.nemetzdental.com
We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,  

United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com
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14550 Old St. Augustine Rd.
904.271.6000
baptistjax.com/south

Where you go for  
emergency care matters.

© Baptist Health 2016

An emergency is not something you plan for, so you need to 

know where to go before it happens. We’re here for you.  

We’ve got advanced technology, board-certified physicians, 

and nurses, like me, who care and can deliver the urgent 

medical care you need. And if a hospital stay is necessary, you 

are already in the right place. Where you go for emergency 

care really does matter.

– Sheri, ER Assistant Nurse Manager at Baptist South

"

"
Our ER Pledge
n  Unlike other area ERs, at Baptist and Wolfson ERs you will 

always be seen by a board-certified physician.

n  Our accredited Chest Pain and Primary Stroke Centers provide 
the award-winning care you need.

n  For less critical needs, our Fast Track Triage process keeps your 
wait times to a minimum.

 
 
 

Award-winning nature photographs on 
display in Julington Creek
The Wild Birds Unlimited store, 450 State 
Road 13 at Race Track Road, will host a 
roadshow of 2016’s Best Avian Photog-
raphy, a display of award-winning bird 
photographs from last year’s Audubon 
Photography Awards. This event, spon-
sored by the St. Johns Audubon chapter, 
will run Feb. 25 – March 5. Selected 
from more than 7,000 entries that were 
submitted from all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia and Canada, the winning 
photos were published in the May - June 

2016 issue of Audubon magazine. A panel 
of five judges had the daunting task of 
sifting through the stunning images and 
grading them based on technical quality, 
originality and artistic merit. Addition-
ally, the St. Johns Audubon Society host a 
reception at the store on Monday, Feb. 27, 
6:30 p.m. to highlight these photos, talk 
about the local chapter and provide advice 
on nature photography. Limited space is 
available; contact the Wild Birds Unlim-
ited store at wbujacksonville@yahoo.com 
or (904) 230-3242 to reserve a spot for 
this free event.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters to hold Open 
House
Every Saturday morning the members of 
Toast of Jax are building confidence by 
working on their public speaking, listen-
ing and leadership skills — and the best 
part is that this takes place in a supportive 
and fun-filled environment. If you are 
having a hard time believing that you can 
have fun while developing your public 
speaking skills, consider this: the club’s 
mission statement ends with the words 
“and have fun doing it.” Toast of Jax will 
host an open house on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
2017 at its regular meeting time of 7:30 
a.m. – 9:15 a.m. at the Baha’i Communi-
ty Center of Jacksonville, 5034 Greenland 
Road. Visit www.toastofjax.org for more 
information.

Benefit concert scheduled for girl riding 
bicycle around the world
First Coast Pops Orchestra and First 
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd., will host a benefit concert to sup-
port Jasmine Reese’s musical journey on 
Friday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. Reese is riding 
her bicycle through various countries 
with her dog, Fiji, and her violin. The 
benefit concert will feature the Boat-
house Cello Choir, the First Coast Flute 
Choir, First coast Pops Strings and the 
First Coast Clarinet Society. Supper will 
be served in the Friendship Hall, 5 p.m. 
– 7 p.m. at a cost of $10. Reservations 
are required, call (904) 262-1662 for 
more information. Visit fijapaw.com for 
more information about Reece’s musical 
bicycle journey.

Mandarin 
Women’s Club 
announces 
annual fashion 
show
Mandarin Women’s 
Club is holding its annual fashion show 
at the monthly scheduled luncheon, 
Feb. 23 at the Ramada Inn in Mandarin 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. The sponsor 
is women’s retailer, J. Jill located in the 
St. Johns Town Center. Eight members 
from the Mandarin Women’s Club will 
model clothes from J. Jill’s latest collec-
tions. The cost is $16.50 and reserva-
tions must be made at least one week 
in advance; email gerimarch23@gmail.
com or call Geri at (904) 993-7649 for 
luncheon reservations.

Art League schedules classes in 
Mandarin
The Art League of Jacksonville, a 501c3 
non-profit organization, provides low-
cost community arts education oppor-
tunities and has several classes scheduled 
at 3740 Burnett Park Road in Manda-
rin. Classes include Intro to Drawing 
and Painting is held on Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m.; Pastel Drawing, 
Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.; 
Pottery and Ceramics, Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.; Watercolor and 
Charcoal, Wednesdays 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 
p.m.; Drawing for Youth, Saturdays 12 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m.; Intro to Color Pencil, 
Fridays, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Call (904) 
707-6488 for more information or visit 
www.artleaguejax.org to sign up.

Photo courtesy Jasmine Reece

Jasmine Reece with Fiji and her violin on her cross country bicycle journey.
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first coast calendar
February 2017

    1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14  15 16 17 18

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 26 27 28 1 2 3 4

feb

2nd
Crafty Ladies of Mandarin Garden Club
12:30 p.m. (repeating event on Thursdays)
Mandarin Garden Club 
2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org

3rd
“Got Heart?” seventh annual Author 
Extravaganza
12:15 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Christ’s Church Academy 
10850 Old St. Augustine Road
www.ccajax.org/got-heart or (904) 268-8667

4th
Mandarin Republican Club breakfast 
meeting
10 a.m.
Golden Corral 
 11470 San Jose Blvd.
rmclean1@bellsouth.net
American Sewing Guild annual yard sale
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Allegro Senior Living 
Anastasia Island
1101 Plantation Island Drive S 
St. Augustine
Mandarin Toastmasters meeting
10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.
South Mandarin Library 
12125 San Jose Blvd. 
Mandarintoastmasters.org

5th
Under the Oaks music jam
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Walter Jones Historical Park 
11964 Mandarin Road
www.mandarinmuseum.net or (904) 268-0784

7th
Shuffleboard
1:30 p.m. (repeating event on Tuesdays)
Mandarin Park, next to tennis courts at park 
entrance
Just show up unless it rains
Honeybee Quilt Guild
6:30 p.m.
Mandarin Presbyterian Church 
11844 Mandarin Road
www.honeybeequilters.org  
(Repeats first Tuesday of each month)

8th
American Legion Service Officer at South 
Mandarin Library
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Repeating event on Wednesdays
carljowers@yahoo.com

9th
Mandarin American Legion Post 372
7 p.m.
Elks Lodge #2866 
4280 Oldfield Crossing Drive
(Repeats second Thursday of each month)
(904) 553-1848
Magnolia Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club 
2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org
Mandarin Council networking lunch
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Bonefish Grill 
10950 San Jose Blvd.
www.mandarincouncil.org
Alzheimer’s mini-series: Your Life Your 
Legacy: 4 simple steps for end-of-life 
planning

1 p.m.
Brookdale Crown Point 
10050 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP (904) 288-8700
Book Club/Friends of the South Mandarin 
Library meeting 
1 p.m. / 2 p.m.
South Mandarin Branch Library 
12125 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 288-6385

11th
Second Saturday Arts and Farmers Market 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
First Christian Church of Jacksonville 
11924 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 262-1662
Toast of Jax Toastmasters meeting
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Baha’i Community Center of Jacksonville 
5034 Greenland Road
www.toastofjax.com (Repeating event on 
Saturdays)
Toast of Jax Toastmasters Open House
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Baha’i Community Center of Jacksonville 
5034 Greenland Road
www.toastofjax.com

13th
Sierra Club meeting, “Tree Rx: Prescribing 
urban trees for community health”
6:30 p.m. social/7 p.m. meeting
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd. W.
www.sierraclub.org/florida/northeast-florida

15th
River City Women’s Club luncheon: Bunco 
for charity
10:30 a.m.
Ramada Inn Mandarin
RSVP to (904) 262-8719

16th
Dogwood Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club: Garden medicinals
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club 
2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org
Third Thursday Lecture
6:30 p.m.
Mandarin Community Club 
12447 Mandarin Road
(904) 268-0784
Cherokee Rose Circle of the Mandarin 
Garden Club: Container gardening
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club 
2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org

17th
Line Dancing
12:30 p.m. (repeating event on Fridays)
First Christian Church 
11924 San Jose Blvd.
bootsbarb194@comcast.net

18th
Mandarin Toastmasters meeting
10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.
South Mandarin Library 
12125 San Jose Blvd. 
mandarintoastmasters.org/

20th
All Star Quilt Guild
9:30 a.m. doors open / 10 a.m. meeting starts
First Christian Church 
11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstartquiltguild or  
(904) 502-5254

23rd
Mandarin Women’s Club fashion show/
luncheon
10:30 a.m.
Ramada Inn Mandarin 
3031 Hartley Road
(904) 262-3795 or www.mandarinwomensclub.
com
Mandarin Council monthly breakfast
8 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Red Elephant Pizza and Grill 
10131-12 San Jose Blvd.
www.mandarincouncil.org
National Association of Railway Business 
Women featuring former Florida Highway 
Patrol officer Sandy Bell
6 p.m.
CSX HQ 
500 Water St. 
Riverview East Conference Room, 2nd floor
RSVP to NARBW-Jax@yahoo.com or  
(904) 608-7964

25th
Ortega River Run
8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
4114 Oxford Ave 
www.ortegariverrun.org
Luke Bryan - Kill The Lights Tour 2017
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena
300 A Philip Randolph Blvd,
(904) 630-3900

28th
Line Dancing
10 a.m. (repeating event on Tuesdays)
First Christian Church 
11924 San Jose Blvd.
bootsbarb194@comcast.net
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Time to plan your advertising 
campaign for 2017! Get your ad in front of 

*42,000+ readers.
Mandarin NewsLine 
reaches your target market 
every month by mail.

Contact me and let’s talk about how Mandarin 
NewsLine can work with you to increase your 
sales for the coming year. 
Heather@Floridanewsline.com

*Source: CVC audit 2015

SAME DAY REPAIR OR INSTALL

NO OVERTIME CHARGES!

NO CHARGE 2ND OPINION

Before  You Repair or Replace.....CALL US!

 (904) 288-3914
APPLY FOR 100% FINANCING ONLINE W.A.C. www.ineedacnow.com

*Any fi nance advertised are estimates only. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. APR and 
length of payments will vary based on system installation requirements and worthiness. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. 
With approved credit only. Requires a no charge in home evaluation.

Call Today! Install Today!
PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!
SENIOR CITIZENS AND MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS
CALL FOR DETAILS

We Service All Makes and Models

$750 OFF
15 SEER COMPLETE 
HEAT PUMP SYSTEM

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 
*CALL FOR DETAILS

Not valid with diagnostic services. 
Cannot be combined with other off ers. 
Valid on systems 5yrs or older. Must 

present coupon at time of service. Call 
for commercial pricing Expires 2/28/17

NO CHARGE 
DIAGNOSTIC

WITH REPAIR PLUS
$25 OFF REPAIR

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 
*CALL FOR DETAILS Cannot be com-
bined with other off ers. Valid only on 
heating and cooling repairs. Does not 

apply to maintenance. Expires 2/28/17

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
$39.00

SEASONAL TUNE UP & 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 

CHECK
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY  

Call for details. Coupon may not be combined

NO CHARGE
In-Home Estimate on 

New Systems

SENIOR CITIZENS AND MILITARY 

We Service All Makes and Models

Riverplace Shopping Center
11111-69 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

904-292-2338

with Duval County School Board Member, 
District 7, Lori HersheyQ A&

Q: As a new school board member for 
District 7, can you give us some basic 
information about your background and 
why you decided you wanted to serve on 
the school board?
A: First and foremost, I have four 
children and consecutively since 1995 
I have had a child enrolled in Duval 
County Public Schools. They all at-
tended the same elementary school, 
but then went on to four different 
middle schools and four different high 
schools. I have served on PTO boards 
and School Advisory Councils and 
volunteered in the classroom. I have 
a decade of church administration as 
part of my professional experience. I 
have always worked with children and 
families.

Q: What do you think it is important for 
people to know about District 7 schools?
A: I believe we have a lot of good 
things happening in our district and 
would like to celebrate this, although 
of course we are always seeking im-
provements. For instance, in regards 
to our two middle schools, Mandarin 
Middle and Twin Lakes Academy 
Middle, I have been getting emails 
from parents outside of our district 
wanting to send their children to these 
schools because of the programs they 
offer. Twin Lakes allows students who 
meet prerequisites to take up to four 
high school classes for credit. They of-
fer a state of the art STEM Lab and a 
comprehensive band program. Man-
darin has an honors academy with a 
three-year plan of individualized study 
as well as a music and band program. 
Both offer programs for high achiev-
ers right in the neighborhood. I’m not 
sure the word gets out enough about 
that.

Q: What do you feel is the biggest issue 
facing District 7 at this time?
A: Growth. Specifically in Mandarin 
right now, but also soon to be faced in 
the Southside with the increased traffic 
associated with the new IKEA store 
and a new housing development. In 
Mandarin, we have to ask questions 
like should we build another school? 
Add a wing to the school? Mandarin 
High School has 25 year old portable 
classrooms. This needs to be addressed.

Q: The amount of traffic and speed of 
traffic around schools such as Mandarin 
Middle School and both Twin Lakes 
Academies is an issue. What can be 
done?
A: It should be noted that establish-
ing school zones and putting up signs 
is not up to the school board. It is the 
city’s responsibility and so far, near the 
Twin Lakes Academies, they haven’t 
felt it necessary to put signs up because 
no one is crossing the street there. The 
concern of the schools’ administrations 
and the school board is the volume 
and speed of traffic and we have asked 
the city to reconsider their decision 
and put signs in front of these schools.

Q: Are there any improvements the 
district is working on?
A: One thing that has been of concern 
is buses running late at Twin Lakes 
Academy Middle. We are looking at a 
district-wide solution by exploring a 
program of having a system where if 
the bus is late, they would contact the 
transportation department, who would 
then notify parents via text or robocall. 
We hope to have this implemented 
next school year.

Q: What have you learned about District 7 
since taking office on Nov. 22?
A: Of the nine schools in our district, 
I have visited four of them and by the 
end of February I will have visited all 
of them. The teachers I have spoken 
to are excited to be there and sup-
portive. I have learned from talking 
to all the principals that each school is 
unique and offers something different 
for students. I understand the value 
of choice, but I believe neighborhood 
schools are the heart and soul of our 
communities. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
316-3609.

Photo courtesy Linda Sherrod

A recent luncheon held by the Mandarin Women’s Club featured Jorge A. Pena Portillo, a 19-year veteran violist 
with the Jacksonville Symphony. He entertained the members and guests with classics such as Bach and Broad-
way show tunes and provided information on the history and design of the viola, including that the viola is similar 
to a violin, but has a deeper, mellower tone. Pena is also artistic director and conductor for the Golden Isles Youth 
Orchestra and General Manager of the Coastal Symphony. Pena and his wife, cellist Jin Kim Pena, founded the 
annual St. Augustine Music Festival.  

JSO violist performs for Mandarin Women’s Club

$7.8* million 

* Figures based on the 2015 CVC audit.

Be included in our next issue!  
(904) 886-4919 for rates.

to be spent on 
Tax Sevices
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World-Class Proton Therapy in Your Neighborhood
San Jose Blvd. & I-295

We are pleased to welcome Babita Jyoti, M.D., to 
our practice. She is one of only ten physicians in 
the U.S. to complete a fellowship in Proton 
Therapy, the most advanced form of radiation 
therapy available today to treat cancer.

ackermancancercenter.com | (904) 880-5522

“Proton therapy represents the future of cancer care and we have 
made this life saving treatment option accessible in our community” 
– Scot Ackerman, MD

Bird Food • Feeders • Garden Accents • Gifts

Enjoy Beauty In Your Own Backyard

One discount per purchase. 
Not valid on previous 

purchases,  
Gift Cards or DSC 

membership fees. Cannot 
be combined with other 

Coupons. Valid until 
2/28/2017

$5 Off  
any $30 purchase or

$10 Off  
any $50 purchase

450 SR 13 at Race Track (next to Publix) • www.wbu.com/jacksonville

with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Matt Schellenberg (District 6)

Q A&
Dogwood Circle’s Christmas party 
featured poinsettia-bedecked tables, 
holiday sweaters galore and Tamer Brit-
ton demonstrating the hows and whys 
of garnishes. She applied the lessons to 
five main course salads she concocted 
for the luncheon. Now a Dogwood 
member, Britton brings the wisdom 
and experience of her 38 years with the 
Duval County Extension Service and 
the numerous other jobs and volunteer 
activities of her life.

Britton advised circle members to only 
use edibles for garnishes — and ones 
that are grown without pesticides. If 
possible, use the dish’s ingredients as 
garnishes. For example, her Harvest Sal-
ad, made with roasted butternut squash, 
pecans, bacon, goat cheese and had a 
dressing made with coarsely chopped 
fresh cranberries, was garnished with 
small skewers threaded with cranberries. 

Grape tomatoes got the same treatment 
to embellish the Day After Thanksgiv-
ing Salad. Oranges, ingredients in Salm-
on Greens Salad and Orange Chicken/

Tamer teaches Dogwood new tricks
By Diane Frisco
mail@floridanewsline.com

Turkey 
Salad 
became 
garnishes 
of jewel-
like slices 
or rosettes 
made from 
the peels. 
Simple 
red pepper 
rings and 
spears of 
blanched 
asparagus 
decorated 
her Orzo 
Salad with Shrimp and Herbal Vinai-
grette.

Making it all look incredibly easy, she 
prepared the garnishes while she spoke, 
giving us tips on shopping and cooking 
and living well.

Garnishes stimulate the appetite, she 
told us. “We eat with our eyes!”

Q: It looks like the hurricane debris was 
removed from the Marbon Road lot as 
promised by the end of the year. What’s 
the next step?
A: Yes, the city met the timetables and 
I am very pleased. The property will be 
returned back to its original condition 
sooner rather than later.

Q: Can you give us an update on the 
sidewalks that are supposed to be 
completed by this spring along Mandarin 
Road from Bolton Abbey to Orange Picker 
Road?
A: This I am not pleased about. The 
funds to build this sidewalk were to 
come from some money that JTA had 
allocated. First the sidewalk was prom-
ised in Fall 2016, but was delayed until 
this spring in order to save more trees. 
Now it is delayed again. I have given 
JTA administration a date of March 31 
to complete the sidewalks. If not, I will 
use every resource I have as the council 
member to get someone else to step in. 
I feel like they have over promised and 
under delivered, rather than the other 
way around. It is disrespectful of me as a 
council member as well as the constitu-
ents of Mandarin. I want action, not 
just talking.

Q: What is the latest on the proposed 
housing project on the corner of County 
Dock and Loretto roads?
A: The proposed development of this 
undeveloped land, which will require 
rezoning, has a lot of people concerned, 
so I have scheduled a Town Hall meet-
ing on Feb. 7, 7 p.m. at the Mandarin 
Community Club, 12447 Mandarin 
Road. In attendance will be a represen-
tative of the developer and someone 
from the City of Jacksonville planning 
department to hear the concerns of 
Mandarin residents. I’ve requested that 
the project, which is currently in the 
planning department, be delayed until 

we receive citizen input.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with the Mandarin community?
A: I would like to recommend to 
everyone in Mandarin, if they have the 
opportunity, to visit the Anne Frank 
exhibit now at the Museum of Science 
and History (MOSH). It is free to at-
tend until Feb. 13. It is something that 
I think people, if they can, should take 
the time to explore — the tragedy of 
not only World War II, but also of her 
life.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MattS@coj.net or call (904) 630-
1388.

Photo courtesy Diane Frisco

Tamer Britton demonstrated garnishes 
at a recent Dogwood Circle meeting.

$47* million
to be spent on Home 
Improvement

did you
   know?
did you
   know?
did you

Be included in our Home Improvement 
Section in the next issue! 
(904) 886-4919 for rates.

* Figures based on the 2015 CVC audit.
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FYI Contact Numbers
Duval County Local Government 
(coj.net)
Sheriff ’s Office: 
Sheriff Mike Williams, (904) 630-2120 
Patrol Zone 3: 
Assistant Chief Mat Nemeth,  
(904) 828-5463
Property Appraiser: 
Jerry Holland, jholland@coj.net;  
(904) 630-2011
Supervisor of Elections: 
Mike Hogan, mhogan@coj.net,  
(904) 630-1414
Tax Collector: 
Michael Corrigan, taxcollector@coj.net, 
(904) 630-1916
Clerk of Court: 
Ronnie Fussell, (904) 255-2000 
Jacksonville City Council
District 6: 
Matt Schellenberg, matts@coj.net,  
(904) 630-1388

At Large, District 3: 
Tommy Hazouri, thazouri@coj.net,  
(904)  630-1396
Duval County School Board  
(www.duvalschools.org)
District 7: 
Lori Hershey, hersheyl@duvalschools.
org, (904) 390-2375  
State of Florida Elected Officials
State House District 16: 
Representative Jason Fischer,  
(850) 717-5016
State Senate District 4: 
Senator Aaron Bean, (904) 757-5039
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: 
Representative John Rutherford,  
(202) 225-2501
U.S. Senate:
Senator Bill Nelson, (202) 224-5274
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

SOMETHING NEW TO 
SMILE ABOUT!

NEW ST. JOHNS LOCATION NOW OPEN!
Doctor’s Village 

(Race Track Road-next to Memorial Emergency Center)
111 Doctor’s Village Drive, Ste. 400 • St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE LOCATION
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. • St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us!  Like us on Facebook

Pageants for  
mature women

(904) 323-2063
www.ASeasonedAffair.com

E Pluribus Unum
Civics for One and AllBy Jimmy Lee

mail@floridanewsline.com

In a recent conversation with a student 
we were discussing the idea of time. She 
was interested and a bit amazed that I 
was born during the Eisenhower ad-
ministration. As we talked we discussed 
a variety of things but they all involved 
one’s perspective of time. Having taught 
history on and off for 33 years, I still 
enjoy watching students contend with 
this idea of historical time.

What stirred my student’s curiosity was 
the idea that President Obama had been 
in office for more half of her life; we’ve 
had only two presidents during her life 
and we’ve had 11 presidents during my 
lifetime. She thought, and said as much, 
that I must be really old. I tried to 
keep my sense of humor about me and 
remember that from her perspective, 
I am “really” old. As I said I was born 
during the Eisenhower administration, 
but very near the end of it. In fact, I was 
born just three weeks before the first 
Kennedy-Nixon debate. 

I told my student that time, when 
observed over a lifetime, has some 
dramatic perspectives. When considered 
by a young child, a year seems like a 
terribly long time, since a year is a large 
percentage of the child’s life span. As the 
child grows older, the year seems to go 
by increasingly quickly because that year 
is a smaller and smaller fraction of our 
life. That’s why time seems to pass faster 
as we grow older. 

After she pondered that thought for a 
moment and seemed to be reasonably 
satisfied, she next asked about what life 
was like when I was young. Being that 
I enjoy such conversation, I relished the 
opportunity to share a few memories. 
I told her that while I played with G.I. 
Joes on the living room floor my parents 
watched the evening news on our fam-
ily’s only (black and white) television, 
how we had to fiddle with the “rabbit 
ears” antenna to adjust the picture and 
sound reception. I explained that we 
had only three stations in our city, each 
station broadcasting for one of the three 
national networks. I also told her that 
the earliest news story that I remember 
watching was the report of the day’s 
casualties in Vietnam. 

As I shared a few more memories that 
I thought she might enjoy hearing, she 
stopped me and said, with astonishment 
in her voice, “Wait a minute, you were 
born 99 years after the Civil War.” I 
smiled and confirmed. 

The conversation turned then more to 
the closeness of events across genera-
tions. I told her that my grandfather 
was born in 1900 before the automo-
bile, airplane and radio when William 
McKinley was president and that my 
grandchildren, ages two, three and four, 
already have a working knowledge of 
iPhones, computers, smart TVs; they 
were born during the presidency of 

Barack Obama and should live well into 
the 2080s.

As we talked, I think I was possibly 
more astonished by some of these 
thoughts than was she. I suppose every-
body ponders these ideas both as a child 
and an adult. I’ve had the pleasure of 
such conversations with students many 
times. I also remember being on the 
younger side of the conversation with 
my dad. 

I never get tired of the idea that we can 
so closely link ourselves to the distant 
past and to the distant future. In the 
same way my dad did for me, I try to 
imagine what an amazing world of 
accomplishments and challenges my 
children and grandchildren will experi-
ence. Take time to share your experi-
ences — parents with your kids, kids 
with your parents. Such conversations 
may start off awkwardly, but make the 
effort. After all, time IS our greatest 
treasure.

Photo courtesy CISV

CISV Jacksonville Chapter, the local chapter of an international nonprofit, was honored by the Jacksonville 
City Council on Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the City Council meeting. CISV Jacksonville was commended for 40 years 
of educating and inspiring action for a more just and peaceful world through international and local edu-
cational programs for Jacksonville youth and adults. CISV International is a global organization dedicated to 
educating and inspiring action for a more just and peaceful world. Founded in 1950, CISV (formerly Children’s 
International Summer Villages) has more than 70 Member Associations with more than 200 local chapters. 
Visit www.cisvjax.org for more information about the local chapter.

CISV honored by Jacksonville City Council
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Briefs

Located in the Memorial Imaging Center
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11701-32 San Jose Blvd., Suite 215 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904) 268-0830 • www.florodental.com

• Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Veneers and Teeth  Whitening 

Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

$99
Exam, Digital X-Rays

This o� er is exclusive to self-pay 
patients and may not be used with any 

insurance program. 
Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-17.

Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.
11701-32 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Whitening for Life!

$99 
Contact the o� ice for details.

Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-17.

Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.
11701-32 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Brian E. Floro
DMD, PA

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

Jacksonville Center for 
Reproductive Medicine

904-493-2229
7051 Southpoint Parkway Suite 200 
Jacksonville, FL 32216
www.jcrm.org

•Infertility
•Endometriosis
•PCOS
We can HELP!

Membership drive continues at Mandarin 
Community Club
The 2017 membership drive for the 
Mandarin Community Club officially 
started on Jan. 1. Part of the communi-
ty since 1923, membership in the club 
is open to all interested parties. There 
are several different membership levels 
including one for businesses. Member-
ship forms can be found in the informa-
tion box in front of the club building 
at 12447 Mandarin Road or visit www.
mandaincommunityclub.org to down-
load one.

The club hosts a variety of events for 
members and the community over the 
course of the year. Recently, these have 
included a political forum, emergency 
preparedness sessions, an official Ameri-
can flag retirement ceremony and a 
salute to our veterans on Veterans Day. 
The club also hosts the annual Manda-
rin Art Festival on Easter weekend and 
cosponsors the Third Thursday Lecture 
Series with the Mandarin Museum and 
Historical Society.

Mandarin Garden Club a mainstay of the 
community
The Mandarin Garden Club was estab-
lished in 1945 and the club welcomes 
all gardening enthusiasts. Visitors and 
new members are invited to attend 
monthly programs with informative 
speakers and to attend field trips. There 
are five subgroups, or circles, at the club 
that offer a variety of programs at differ-
ent times. 

Visitors can also tour the club’s demon-
stration gardens: butterfly garden, gin-

ger display, bromeliad garden, an herb 
garden and native gardens. The grounds 
are designed and maintained by some of 
the Master Gardeners of Duval County 
and are open to the public from dawn 
to dusk daily, except when the club is 
rented and the “Private Party “ sign is 
posted at the driveway entrance.

An upcoming event is the popular $1 
Clothing Sale, March 3 – 4, 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Proceeds support the club, wound-
ed warriors and Hubbard House.

The Mandarin Garden Club is located 
at 2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, Fl 
32223. The club is available for rentals 
for weddings, birthday parties, bar/bat 
mitzvahs, corporate events and more. 
Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org or 
call (904) 268-1192 for more informa-
tion.

Retirement home welcomes new 
assistant administrator
Mauri Mizrahi, a lifelong resident of 
Jacksonville, has joined River Garden 
Hebrew Home as assistant administra-
tor. A physical therapist who is a board 
certified geriatric clinical specialist, 
Mizrahi has a long association with 
River Garden.

Mizrahi said she is eager to begin a new 
career in administration and is both 
“honored and humbled by this incred-
ible opportunity.”

Mizrahi and her husband Alan are the 
proud parents of three sons. She enjoys 
running, cooking and spending time 
with family and friends.

River Gar-
den Senior 
Services 
is a not-
for-profit, 
mission-
driven 
community 
agency of-
fering an 
array of 
elder care 
programs and services on a 40-acre cam-
pus in the Mandarin area of Jackson-
ville. Sponsored by the organized Jewish 
community, River Garden serves clients 
from diverse religious and ethnic back-
grounds while maintaining an environ-
ment supportive of Jewish identity and 
informed by Jewish values.

Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
seeks volunteers to become involved with 
Mandarin’s history
The Mandarin Museum & Historical 
Society, a volunteer-led organization, 
has existed for 27 years due to the 
generosity of the community members’ 
time, talent and financial support. 
Members and volunteers have always 
been the foundation of the organiza-
tion.

“Mandarin Museum & Historical 
Society shares the stories of Mandarin’s 
history, culture and natural resources 
by providing engaging programs that 
educate, entertain and inspire.” This is 
the mission of the organization and it 
has been pursued with great enthusiasm 
in the last year as the St. Joseph’s Mis-
sion Schoolhouse for African-American 
Children was opened as an educational 
venue with interpretive exhibits and 
programs.

Due to the addition of the schoolhouse, 
there is a great need for more volunteers 
to serve as docents on Saturdays and 
school tour guides during the school 
year. These positions are very flexible 
and easy to work around any schedule.

Visit the website, www.mandarinmu-
seum.net, for a description of member 
benefits and other volunteer openings 
or visit www.mandarinmuseum.net/
join to join safely and easily online. 
Membership and volunteer applications 
are also available at Mandarin Museum, 
11964 Mandarin Road on Saturdays, 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. For more information, 
call (904) 268-0784.

Ramsgate Homeowners Association holds 
annual meeting
The Ramsgate Homeowners Association 
held their annual membership dinner 
and meeting on Jan. 26 at the Manda-
rin Community Club. Guest speakers 
this year were Gary Dickinson of the 
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Community 
Affairs Division and Sandy Arpen from 
the Mandarin Museum & Historical 
Society.

Organized in 1986, the Ramsgate 
Homeowners Association is one of the 
oldest homeowner associations in Jack-
sonville and represents a subdivision of 
264 homes located in historic Manda-
rin. It organizes and sponsors various 
events over the course of the year and is 
a participant in the Jacksonville Sher-
iff’s Office’s National Night Out crime 
awareness and prevention program held 
every August.

February Java to feature Love Languages 
by Andrea Mail
Federation’s Shalom Jacksonville and 
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine 
Road, will host the monthly Jewish Java 
on Wednesday, Feb. 1, 9 a.m. – 10:30 
a.m. at River Garden’s Cohen Auditori-
um. The event will feature Andrea Mail, 
social anthropologist and community 
leader, who will discuss the languages of 
love described in “Five Love Languag-
es,” written by Gary Chapman. 

Jewish Java is a popular bagel brunch 
and schmoozing program open to all 
newcomers or those newly interested in 
the Jewish community. Java meets the 
first Wednesday of every month. There 
is no charge for this program; however, 
reservations are requested. Contact Isa-
bel Balotin at shalomjax@jewishackson-
ville.org or (904) 448-5000, ext. 1206. 

The Jewish Federation’s Shalom Jack-
sonville is the official Jewish welcome 
wagon of Northeast Florida. Newcom-
ers and locals are invited to attend all 
programs. Partner agency River Garden 
Senior Services is a five-star rated senior 
care community serving Northeast 
Florida with excellence for 70 years. 

Photo courtesy River Garden

Mauri Mizrahi

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

St. Joseph’s Mission Schoolhouse for African-American 
Children and the Mandarin Museum in Walter Jones 
Historical Park.
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DEmentia

whole familyimpacts your

Assisted Living Facility License #128292017-0112 SJ

Join us for our Alzheimer’s education support groups held on the first Tuesday of each  
month at 6 p.m. at Arbor Terrace San Jose. Free to attend and open to the public.

Our Community is Now Open - Call today for more information and for 
details on our events and specials: 904-574-4907

There’s no getting around it: dementia is hard on everyone involved. But it is possible to lessen the load.  
We’re here to help with a progressive approach to assisted living for memory loss that redefines the traditional idea  

of memory care, bringing peace of mind to everyone in your family.

3760 Dupont Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32217

Railing Chiropractic & Acupuncture

13241 Bartram Park Boulevard  | Ste 509 
904-551-9283 | www.railingchiropractic.com

M/T/W/F 8-12  2-6  •  Th 9-1  

In network with most major insurances • A� ordable cash plans available • Onsite digital x-ray

Eliminate pain, heal injuries and promote your overall wellness with quality 
chiropractic care from the experienced professionals.

Dr. Christopher Railing 
serving the area since 2011

Chiropractic Care 

Pediatric Chiropractic

Injuries & Accidents 

Back, Neck & Joint Pain 

Massage Therapy 

Acupuncture

February’s Third Thursday Lecture is a 
unique and informative presentation in 
honor of Black History Month. Spon-
sored by the Stetson Kennedy Founda-
tion, talented actors from the Young 
Minds Building Success Readers Theater 
will bring individuals to life through 
dramatic and powerful storytelling. 
Those who will be portrayed were men 
and women who had been enslaved and 
lived to tell their stories in their elderly 
age. 

The Readers Theater cast members will 
give life to Stetson Kennedy’s books, 
”The Florida Slave” and “Palmetto 
Country.” Kennedy, a folklorist and 
Jacksonville author, served as director of 
Ethnic Studies for the Florida division 
of the Federal Writers’ Project. His book 
“The Florida Slave” is a collection of 
the oral histories of ex-slaves living in 
Florida, gathered by the Federal Writers 
Project during the 1930s. The collection 
relates the ex-slaves’ hardships under 
the system of slavery, the abuses of their 
civil and human rights in the aftermath 
of Reconstruction and their strength 
to survive and make contributions to 
American culture.  

“Palmetto Country” relates African 
American lore gathered by Kennedy, 
anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston and 
folklorist Alan Lomax.  

The Third Thursday Lectures are pre-
sented by the Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society in partnership with 

“Slave Narratives and Folklore”  
announced as Third Thursday Lecture
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Diana Openbrier

The Mandarin Garden Club hosted its Christmas party on Dec. 6, which included fun, good food and a “Patsy 
Cline” singer, who did a comedic rendition that left the group in stitches. 

Mandarin Garden Club hosts entertaining Christmas 
party

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club

Third Thursday lecture will be held at the Mandarin 
Community Club.

the Mandarin Community Club. This 
event will be presented on Thursday, 
Feb. 16 at the Mandarin Community 
Club, 12447 Mandarin Road. Refresh-
ments are at 6:30 p.m. with the pre-
sentation at 7 p.m. It is free and all are 
invited and encouraged to attend. For 
more information, call (904) 268-0784. 
Visit  www.mandarinmuseum.net for 
more information about Mandarin 
Museum activities and visit www.man-
darincommunityclub.org for more in-
formation about Mandarin Community 
Club. Visit www.stetsonkennedy.com/
foundation to learn about the Stetson 
Kennedy Foundation. 
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Surgical And Medical Services O� ered:
Cataract

Glaucoma
Double Vision

Peripheral Vision Defects
Optical Nerve Disease

Diabetic Eye Exam
Comprehensive Eye Exam

www.QualityEyeCareJax.com • (904) 374-6890

Surgical And Medical Services O� ered:

Now accepting new patients!
Quality Eye Care  

13241 Bartram Park Blvd. • Suite 1501-1505
Jacksonville, FL 32258

Most insurance plans accepted. Call us today for your appointment.

Announcing the opening of a new o� ice location for 
University of Florida Assistant Professor, 

Hazem Samy, MD, FRCS. 

Dr. Samy is fellowship certified in both Neuro-
ophthalmology and glaucoma with over 20 years of 
experience in ophthalmology. Now serving the local 
Jacksonville area.

8355 Bayberry Road •  Jacksonville FL 32256
(904) 733-7254 •  www.setzerandcochran.com

Most Insurance Plans Accepted •  Accepting New Patients!

Congratulations
Pat Crossen

for being the #1 sales associate in the  
Watson Realty Baymeadows-Sunbeam  

office for 23 consecutive years!

“It has been my pleasure to have served this community for over 40 years 
as a real estate consultant! I want to thank all of my loyal clients, friends & 
family for making it possible. I look forward to serving you for many more
years! Keep on “Crossen” the bridge to your dream home!”

Sincerely,
Pat

(904) 635-1399

During Jax Reads/NEA Big Read the 
entire city is invited to read the same 
book at the same time. From Feb. 1 
through March 11, we want everyone 
reading and talking about “The Name-
sake” by Pulitzer Prize winning author 
Jhumpa Lahiri.

NEA Big Read is a program of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts designed 
to broaden our understanding of our 
world, our communities and ourselves 
through the joy of sharing a good book. 
Jacksonville Public Library is one of 77 
not-for-profit organizations to receive a 
grant to host an NEA Big Read project 
in partnership with Arts Midwest. “The 
Namesake” fosters thought and discus-
sions about what your name says about 
you, holding on to cultural identity as 
an immigrant and more. It’s a book club 
for all of Jacksonville. Spread the word. 
Let’s get everyone reading and sharing 
during numerous events and activities at 
all library locations. 

Jax Reads Programs
Jax Reads programs at Mandarin Branch 
Library include Who Am I? on Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, 4:30 p.m. Teens will explore 

Jax Reads one book: “The Namesake”
By Deidre Hicks
mail@floridanewsline.com

meanings of names and create name art. 
On Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m., share your 
insights about “The Namesake” during 
a book discussion. 

Experience traditional Indian dances 
by the Malaylee Association of North 
Florida at South Mandarin Branch Li-
brary on Saturday, Feb. 25, 1 p.m. After 
the dance performance, the Who Am I? 
program for teens takes place at 3 p.m.

Start reading - get the book 
To borrow a hard copy or electronic ver-
sion of “The Namesake,” visit jaxpub-
liclibrary.org or visit your local branch. 
For all Jax Reads programs at other 
library locations, visit jaxpubliclibrary.
org. 

Who is Kesha? - Black History Month
February is a busy month at the library. 
In addition to Jax Reads/NEA Big 
Read, there are many fun and unique 
Black History Month events and activi-
ties to participate in. 

“Kesha: A Black Female Experience of 
Identity and Race,” an original, multi-
media art exhibition in the Jax Maker-

space Gallery 
at the Main 
Library, kicks 
off the month. 
Don’t miss 
this unique 
opportunity to 
experience nu-
merous black 
female artists’ 
interpreta-
tion of the 
black female 
role in our 
society. Art 
works include 
photography, 
sculpture, 
textile design, 
videography, 
2D art and 
more. The 
exhibition and 
many related 
programs take place Feb. 1 – April 23.

The UNF African-American Student 
Union will educate adults and teens 
at the Mandarin Branch crowd on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 7 p,m. Kids can 
learn about the special friendship 
between Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Mahalia Jackson at Mandarin Branch 
Library on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m.

Join us for a presentation by the Jack-
sonville Urban League at South Manda-
rin Branch Library on Wednesday, Feb. 
15, 6 p.m. Hear about the league’s social 

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Libraries

Jax is reading one book. Join us.

justice history and how it empowers 
communities. 

Find information about additional up-
coming events at Mandarin and South 
Mandarin branch libraries at jaxpubli-
clibrary.org/events or call the Mandarin 
Branch Library at (904) 262-5201 and 
the South Mandarin Branch Library 
at (904) 288-6385. Contact Ed Zoller 
at edzoller2@gmail.com to learn more 
about the Friends of the South Manda-
rin Library.

Deidre Hicks is with Jacksonville Public 
Libraries.

Time to plan your advertising 
campaign for 2017! Get your ad in front of 

*42,000+ readers.
Mandarin NewsLine 
reaches your target market 
every month by mail.

Contact me and let’s talk about how Mandarin 
NewsLine can work with you to increase your 
sales for the coming year. 
Heather@Floridanewsline.com

*Source: CVC audit 2015
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Hearing Care is Health Care

Introducing:  Completely Rechargeable Hearing AidsIntroducing:  Completely Rechargeable Hearing Aids
• No more small batteries to handle •

• 3 hours charge give 24 hours of use •

Serving Mandarin 
and St. Johns 
County since 

2009.

$500.00 discount 
on a pair of Advanced Digital 

Hearing Aids 
DR. ROSANN FAULL, LLC

EXP 2/28/2017

12276 San Jose Blvd. # 710
 Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.262.5550 • www.drfaull.com

Better Hearing Is Guided by Science and 
Delivered by Experience.

Don’t miss a single word . . .

Pre-K3 through 6th Grade
7423 San Jose Blvd. • www.sjeds.org

Limited spaces available for the 
2017-2018 school year.
Call for a personal tour:

(904) 733-0352

Academic excellence begins with our unique 
preschool program that is fueled by creativity, 
individualized attention, and fun! Come see for 
yourself why an education at San Jose Episcopal 
Day School is an investment in a brighter future.

(And that’s all before lunch time.)

By Ralph Little
mail@floridanewsline.com

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary update

Auxiliary flotillas sponsor many differ-
ent activities that grab the interest of 
both active and potential members. Not 
every flotilla can support an aviation ele-
ment, jet ski patrol or a communications 
service, but usually such activities can be 
found within one of the six flotillas under 
the northeast Florida division.

The Auxiliary is now exploring estab-
lishment of a Paddlecraft Program as a 
special activity that may draw from any 
local flotilla. It is clear that our regional 
paddlecraft community is booming 
— we have growing numbers of kayak-
ers, canoers and paddle boarders at our 
beaches, lakes, rivers and Intracoastal 
Waterway. While many operate singly, 
there are informal groups and clubs using 
paddlecraft for cruising, fishing, photog-
raphy, enjoying nature and exercise. 

The local Auxiliary hopes to build a corps 
of paddlecraft-capable Auxiliary mem-
bers. It is also consulting other Auxiliary 
levels and the American Canoe Associa-
tion; some members will seek qualifica-
tion from this organization. 

The Auxiliary has had a special Vessel 
Safety Check form for paddlecraft for 
some years. Although the lack of capa-
bilities and systems on paddlecraft limits 
what needs attention, the susceptibility of 
these craft to mishap heightens the value 
of safety preparations. By their smaller 

Paddlecraft program
size and typical operation by 
one person, all such craft are 
considered as a higher risk. 
State boating statistics clearly 
show a relation to accidents 
above that of larger craft. 

On a recent check at Man-
darin Park ramp, we had the 
pleasure of helping Jim Lear, 
a dedicated paddleboarder, 
to better understand his ad-
opted sport. While there are 
fewer issues requiring safety 
consideration, the need to 
address those that pertain 
is critical. You do need to 
have a life jacket, a whistle or 
horn, serviceable paddle and 
a sound vessel. Depending 
on the type of paddlecraft 
and its capacity, we’ll make 
other recommendations like 
Visual Distress Signals and communica-
tions. We’ll always discuss having a float 
plan, marking the craft with identifica-
tion and visibility measures. 

Visit www.SafeBoatingJacksonville.com 
if you wish to join, perhaps with paddle-
craft expertise. You can also request a Ves-
sel Safety Check or inquire about taking 
a safety class when they resume in early 
2017. 

Ralph Little is a member of Flotilla 14-8.

In December, Sidney 
Newman Darby of St. 
Johns, the recognized 
inventor of the sailboard/
windsurfer, passed away. 
He wrote of sailboards 
in 1965, “You can have 
the fun of spills without 
the work of righting and 
bailing out.” He also wore 
his life preserver. Flotilla 
14-8 passes their regrets 
at the loss of a boating 
pioneer and neighbor.

$47* million
did you know?did you know?

* Figures based on the 2015 CVC audit.

 to be spent on Home Improvement

Be included in our Home Improvement Section in the next issue! 
(904) 886-4919 for rates.

Photo courtesy Ralph Little

Flotilla 14-8 members recently assisted paddleboarder Jim Lear at the 
Mandarin Park ramp.
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TWO
CONVENIENT 

LOCATIONS

JULINGTON CREEK 
OFFICE

112-203 BARTRAM OAKS
ST. JOHNS , FL

32259

ORANGE PARK 
OFFICE

1584-1 KINGSLEY AVE.
ORANGE PARK, FL  

32073

We are in-network providers 
for MetLife, Delta, AETNA, 
Cigna, United Healthcare, 
and most other PPO insur-

ance plans.

Inc.

Since 1981

(904) 260-4820
Carpentry
•	 Granite	Countertops
•	 Siding	Replacement
•		Termite	&	Wood	Rot		
	 Damage	Repair
•		Attic	Stairs,	Floors
•		Sheetrock
•		Attic	and	Ceiling		
	 Exhaust	Fans
•		Mantles	&	Surrounds
•		Custom	Build	Pantrys		
	 &	Closets

•		Window,	Door		
	 Installation;	Mirrored		 	
	 &	Bi-Fold,	New	and		 	
	 Replacement
•		Flooring	Laminate	&	Tile
•		Crown	Moldings
•		Tile	Work,	New		
	 Installations	&	Repair
•		Skylights
•		Wallpaper	Removal
•		Vinyl	Shutters

Pressure Washing
•	 	Drives	Walkways
•		Buildings
•		Mildew	Removal
•		Roof	Tops	&	Fences
•		Painting-Interior	&	Ext.	
•		Faux	Finishes,	Murals

Healing Waters Therapy

3697 Crown Point Court | 32257 
904-886-0847 | www.healingwaterstherapy.com

Specializing In Neuromuscular Therapy and 
Deep Tissue Massage

Half o�  � rst visit for new clients
Insurance accepted

I n  b u s i n e s s  s i n c e  1 9 9 7

mm11558/ma25061

The St. Joseph Catholic School boys’ 
varsity basketball team enjoyed an 
undefeated 2016 season, finishing with 
a record of 12 wins and 0 losses. Led 
by team captains Mike Horning and 
tournament finals most valuable player 
Andy Truss, the Stars played hard and 
worked well together each time they hit 
the hardwood.

Eighth graders Christopher Devine, 
Emilio Silvano, Nick DiCicco, Dylan 
Gabriel, Joshua Klarfeld and Andrew 
Cononie provided excellent leadership 
for their younger teammates, on and off 
the court. Seventh graders Chris Mello, 
Jonathan Gupton, Mark Flakus and 

St. Joseph’s Stars are champs
By Sean Kiernan
mail@floridanewsline.com

Kyle Sulayman will return next season 
as eighth graders and look forward to 
defending their title. Flakus, Gupton 
and Sulayman were selected as All-
Conference players for the season and 
they represented St. Joe’s in the All-
Conference game on Nov. 2. 

After a regular season conference cham-
pionship, the team scored a victory 
against St. Paul’s in the Catholic School 
League Conference tournament finals to 
complete the season.

Sean Kiernan is coach of the St. Joseph 
Catholic School boys’ varsity basketball 
team.

Photo courtesy Theresa Twisdale

St. Joseph’s Stars boys varsity basketball team

Photo courtesy River City Science Academy

Students recently participated in YouthSpark’s Hour of Code program at  River City Science Academy Manda-
rin. YouthSpark Hour of Code, a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in more than 180 coun-
tries, is the biggest learning event this season. Students sparked their imaginations and it gave them skills 
they can build on for life. Coding is designed to empower kids to create their own games, apps, websites and 
more. River City Science Mandarin students participated in a dress down event if they completed the course. 

Hour of Code at River City Science Mandarin 

Seventh graders from St. 
Joseph Catholic School 
recently visited Fort 
Castillo de San Marcos 
to reinforce the material 
that they learned in their 
Social Studies class and to 
understand how many dif-
ferent cultures settled in the 
Americas forming who we 
are today. The trip support-
ed the teachings of cultural 
diffusion throughout North 
America including Native 
Americans, African Ameri-
cans, Hispanics and Latinos.

The students toured Fort Castillo de 
San Marcos and discussed the structure, 
location and use of the fort. After tour-
ing the grounds, the students visited 
the Colonial Quarters and observed the 
lifestyle of settlers during the colonial 

St. Joseph students study cultural diffusion
By Cristin Lansang
mail@floridanewsline.com

period. This allowed the students to un-
derstand the importance of each citizen’s 
civic duty and how it impacts society as 
a whole.  

Cristin Lansang is a teacher at St. Joseph 
Catholic School.

Photo courtesy St. Joseph Catholic School

Seventh graders visited Fort Castillo de San Marcos.
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DISCOVER THE 
NATURAL CHOICE 
IN SENIOR LIVING

Fall in love with a stunning natural setting, nestled on 
the waterfront of beautiful Julington Creek. Enjoy a 
variety of spacious choices in residences, from beautiful 
villa homes to waterfront and garden apartments. And 
let us make life easier with services and amenities to 
enhance your lifestyle, from maintenance-free living to 
dining, housekeeping and 24-hour security — plus the 
assurance of a full complement of supportive services. 

WESTMINSTER WOODS ON JULINGTON CREEK

Call (904) 429-3385 
today to learn more!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL

Many American high schoolers can say 
that they have been to tons of football 
games and play a sports team repre-
senting their school; however, Marthe 
Kirkeby, a Norwegian exchange student 
studying at Mandarin High for the year, 
is experiencing all of this for the first 
time.

She has heard all about the American 
lifestyle and could not be any more 
excited to be experiencing it. Since she 
only has just shy of a year in the states, 
she wants to make every moment count, 
especially in the sports scene.

The most popular sports in Norway 
are soccer, handball and cross country 
skiing, but the biggest difference to 
Kirkeby is the fact that in her home 
country, sports are played separately 
from school and in clubs instead. 

“That is (one of ) my favorite things here 
in the U.S., the fact that all the students 
play for the same team and get together 
to cheer on the football or basketball 
team,” said Kirkeby.

Kirkeby is fortunate to have been placed 
at a school that has the wide variety of 
sports and activities that Mandarin has. 
So far she has run cross country in the 
fall, been on the weightlifting team in 

Norwegian Marthe Kirkeby experiences 
Mandarin
By Olivia Rhoads
mail@floridanewsline.com

the winter, and plans to either run track 
or try a sport that does not exist in Nor-
way, flag football, during spring.

“I had never seen an American football 
game in my life, but I’ve learned to love 
the game,” said the new football fan, 
Kirkeby. 

Each new sport has intrigued Kirkeby, 
especially cross country — in which she 
went from hating running at handball 
conditioning to falling in love with the 
simple yet challenging and complex 
sport.

Kirkeby said, “I love being a part of 
a team and it felt like that, but at the 
same time it was individual. And even 
more important, I found some of my 
best friends on the cross country team.” 

Kirkeby has always been athletic so 
trying out new sports was no problem 
for her. In Norway, she plays handball 
and last year, her team placed third 
in the national series for girls born in 
1999/2000. This year at Mandarin she 
received her first varsity letter in cross 
country.

Olivia Rhoads is a student at Mandarin 
High School.

Photo courtesy Rune Hanssen

In flight in the red #8 jersey, Marthe Kirkeby is set up to score.

1. Stretch. During a lengthy strength 
training workout, muscles contract 
quite often, leaving them in a shortened 
state at the end of your workout. If 
these muscles are not stretched once you 
complete your workout, you may suffer 
from stiffness and soreness later in the 
day or the following morning. Stretch-
ing helps the muscles return to their 
normal size, reducing the likelihood 
that you will suffer from stiffness and 
soreness while simultaneously kickstart-
ing the body’s recovery process.

2. Rehydrate your body. Drink water 
after a workout so you do not suffer 
from symptoms of dehydration, which 

Three post-workout pointers to aid 
recovery

can include heart palpitations, muscle 
cramps and nausea. Avoid caffeinated 
beverages, including coffee and soda, 
after a workout, as caffeine promotes 
fluid loss.

3. Eat soon after working out. Eating 
high-quality protein soon after a work-
out aids muscle recovery and growth. 
A protein shake, some peanut butter 
spread on a brown rice cake or some 
low-fat yogurt can provide a potent 
helping of protein that helps the body 
recover and restore itself for your next 
workout.

Interior Carpentry | Exterior Carpentry | Repairs  
 Pressure Washing | Interior Painting 
 Exterior Painting | Popcorn Removals

Wood floors/repairs/installations and refinishing
Bathroom remodels/custom showers

www.aaaresidentialrehab.com  
904-654-4934
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Get to Know . . .
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

William “Bill” 
Walker

travel • pantry raiders • gardening
fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife

Get to Know . . . Interested in being featured?  
Email Martie Thompson at  
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

D.K. Briery, CPA, PLC
Certified Public Accountant

36+ years of serving clients.
Small Business Tax, Consulting & Accounting

Tax Planning & Preparation for Business & Individuals
QuickBooks Consulting & Training

Bookkeeping Services & Financial Statements
Knowledgeable in Church Accounting, Clergy Taxation, 

Pension Plans, IRAs and Other Specialized Areas

Tax Tip of the 
Month

Identity Theft (in regard to tax re-
turns) is a MAJOR focus of the IRS 
this year. Numerous new measures 
are incorporated into professional tax 
software. We are now REQUIRED to 
obtain a copy of your driver’s license.  
Another precaution that is being 

taken is that your social security number is now 
truncated to show only the last four digits when 
printed. However, from a preparer’s standpoint, 
I would say that one of the best precautions 
that you can take, is fi le as early as possible. 
Get your return fi led before the crook beats 
you to it!

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com
Located in the Julington Creek Business Park | 12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

taken is that your social security number is now 

Call Today for a Consultation! � ere is no charge for ½ hour consultation if we prepare your taxes.

Born and raised in Atlanta, Ga., Bill 
Walker has enjoyed living in the 
Mandarin community since 1981. He 
and his wife, Dodie, have been married 
for 52 years and have two sons and six 
grandchildren. A biology and chem-
istry major at Davidson College and 
Mercer University, Walker spent his 
career with Dow Chemical Company 
and Owens and Minor Medical Distri-
butions until his retirement in 2005. 
Serving 32 years in the United States 
Army, Walker is a respected colonel, a 
former marathon runner and a beloved 
community volunteer. Walker fell in 
love with the Mandarin area after a 
co-worker took him for a drive down 
Mandarin Road all those years ago. 

1. What volunteer work do you engage in 
around the community?
I’ve been a past president and member 
of the Mandarin Rotary Club for 40 
years and I’ve been a member of the 
Mandarin Community Club since 
1981. I’m a new board member with 
the Community Club and I’ve enjoyed 
working with the art festival for the 
past 10 years. I also belong to the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans and the Mili-
tary Officers Association (MOAA).

2. When did you start your running 
career and how many races did you 
enter?
I started running when I was 41 years 
old and I retired from running at 71 
years old. I ran 736 total races and 20 
of those were marathons. The high 

point of my running career was qualify-
ing and running in the Boston Mara-
thon. 

3. What is your proudest 
accomplishment?
That’s a hard one, but I’m proud of 
being a Rotarian, both for what they do 
locally and around the world. 

4. What do you enjoy doing in your spare 
time?
I spend time with my wife and other 
family. We do like to travel. We spent a 
lot of time traveling around the world 
with the choir of Lakewood Presbyte-

rian Church. I enjoy golf and garden-
ing, and my wife and I enjoy collect-
ing antiques. 

5. What has been your closest claim to 
fame?
I was running track in high school and 
a javelin was thrown nearby; it stabbed 
me in the back. The javelin wouldn’t 
fit in the ambulance, so they had to 
remove it first and then the ambulance 
got in a wreck on the way to the hos-
pital. They put my jersey in the school 
showcase with the hole in it. My wife 
says that I’ve never done anything 
easy, gotta do it the hard way. 

Photo courtesy Angela Higginbotham

Bill Walker

Despite being the shortest month of the 
calendar year, February has an interest-
ing history. Early calendars marked 
the start of the new year in March, but 
when the second king of Rome, Numa 
Pompilius, rose to the throne in 713 
BC, he synchronized the calendar to the 
lunar year. That required the addition of 
January and February.

• February was named after an end-of-
year celebration called “Februa,” also 
known as “Februalia” or “Februatio.” 
Februa was a Roman festival of ritual 
purification and washing — a spring 
cleaning of sorts. This festival was 
later incorporated into Lupercalia, 
another Roman celebration that has 
ties to Groundhog Day. January was 
actually added after February and was 
named after Janus, the Roman god of 
beginnings and endings.

• Both January and February originally 
had 28 days; however, at the time, 
even numbers were considered to 
bring bad luck, so Pompilius added 
another day to January. February was 
left with 28 days and had long been 
considered an unlucky month.

• February was the last month of the 
year for around 200 years, until the 
Gregorian calendar designated Janu-
ary the start of the new year.

• Julius Caesar is responsible for ad-
justing the calendar and February’s 
length. In the Julian calendar, 10 
days were added to the calendar year 
in various months and February was 
increased every four years (leap year) 
to 29 days to coordinate the calen-
dar year to the solar cycle of roughly 
365.2425 days.

• During common years, February can 
pass by without a single full moon.

• British mathematician John Conway 
determined that some dates inevita-

Fun facts about  
February
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Fun Facts cont. on pg. 16

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating!

 (904) 260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

I-295 and San Jose Blvd.

• Great Birthday Parties •  
• Fun Fridays • Camps •

Spring Break Camp
March 13-17
March 20-24
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Fruit Cove
(904) 287-2874

104 Bartram Oaks Walk, Ste 102
Near Tropical Smoothie

Southside
(904) 201-1717

9802 Baymeadows Rd. #19
Near Metro Diner

Call us today for 
a free trial!
EXP. 2/28/17

At Mathnasium, we believe 
EVERY child can be 
successful in math-it’s a 
matter of teaching the way 
that makes sense to them. 
Visit you local Mathnasium 
and see how the MATH 
EXPERTS can help your 
child achieve math success.

New PatieNts always welcome!

We Will Maximize Your Insurance Benefits!

New More Convenient Hours!

Now open from 6:30am to 7pm 
and Saturdays too!

• No Insurance?
  Affordable Dental Coverage as  
 Low as $17/month.
• Same Day Appointments
• Emergencies Welcome

12058 San Jose Blvd. #102
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Call (904) 880-3131 or

Text us at (904) 584-3777
www.KrantzDentalCare.com

Mandarin Arms 
Apartments

11648 Pine Acres Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone (904) 268-7251

• South Mandarin school district
• Garbage/Pest Control Paid

• Playground
• Fully Electric

• Equipped with Stove, Refrigerator, and 
Mini blinds

2  Bedroom Townhouses
• On Site Manager
Rental Assistance
Rents: $0 - $773

Office Hours~9am-5pm M-F
“This institution is an  

equal opportunity provider.”
FRC (TTY)# 1-800-955-8770 

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Turn dinner time into  
family time.

Try baked wings for the big game
Sporting events provide great op-
portunities to gather with friends and 
family and enjoy some time together 
while watching a favorite sport or big 
game. Such gatherings are not complete 
without food and some foods are widely 
considered staples of gameday get-
togethers.

Chicken wings are among the most 
popular game day foods. While many 
chicken wing aficionados might insist 
on frying wings, this beloved dish can 
be baked. In fact, Chef Kevin Gillespie, 
author of “Fire In My Belly” (Andrews 
McMeel), felt like he could create a 
baked chicken wing dish that even the 
most ardent wing connoisseur could not 
resist. The result is the following recipe 
for “Baked Hot Wings,” which home 
cooks can whip up in time for this year’s 
big game.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative Baked Hot Wings

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Baked Hot Wings
Makes 2 full servings
24 chicken wings, a mix of drums and flats, about 2 pounds
1 tbsp. grapeseed oil
⅓ cup sriracha chile sauce
¼ cup malt vinegar
¼ cup soy sauce
2 tbsp. sugar
2 cloves garlic, very thinly sliced
¼ cup scallions, thinly sliced on the diagonal
1. Preheat oven to 500 F.
2. Pat the wings very dry with a paper towel. Heat a large (14-inch) cast iron skillet 
or two smaller cast iron skillets over high heat until smoking hot. Add just enough of 
the oil to coat the bottom of the pan. Using tongs, set the wings in the pan in a single 
layer with the meatiest side down. This will help render the fat. Cook the wings for 
2 minutes, then transfer the skillet to the oven for 5 minutes. Carefully remove the 
skillet from the oven and, using tongs, flip the wings over. Continue baking until the 
wings are cooked through and the juices run clear, another 10 minutes.
3. Combine the sriracha, vinegar, soy sauce, sugar and garlic in a small saucepan. 
Bring to a boil over high heat, then cut the heat down to medium-low and simmer 
for 5 minutes. Pour the sauce into a large bowl and toss in 1 tablespoon of the scal-
lions.
4. Carefully remove the skillet from the oven and, using tongs, transfer the wings to 
the bowl and toss with the sauce. Transfer to a platter and garnish with the remain-
ing 3 tablespoons scallions. 

bly share the same weekday within 
any given year. The last day of Febru-
ary will be on the same weekday as 
March 7, April 4, May 9, June 6, July 
11, August 8, Sept. 5, Oct. 10, Nov. 
7 and Dec. 12.

• In the northern hemisphere, Febru-
ary is the equivalent to the third 
month of winter. In the southern 
hemisphere, it is the third month of 
summer.

• In Finnish, February is called “helmi-
kuu,” meaning “month of the pearl,” 
which refers to the snow melting on 
tree branches.

• During leap years, February will end 
on the same day that it begins.

Fun Facts cont. from pg. 15

Mandarin NewsLine 
reaches your target market 
every month by mail.

Get your ad in front of 
*42,000+ readers.

Call (904) 886-4919 for rates
*Source: CVC audit 2015
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Expires 2/28/17.

$3.00 all day

with purchase of an 

entree or appetizer

Margarita
Monday

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Cuisine

12373 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 268-8722 • www.donjuansjax.com
11-10 Sun.-Thur. • 11-11 Fri.-Sat.

LUNCH • DINNER • TAKEOUT
Fajitas • Tostadas • Burritos • Nachos

$3 Off Lunch or Dinner Specialwith purchase of two lunch or dinner entreesExcludes Speedy Gonzalez and Daily Lunch Specials.Good with coupon only,Expires 2/28/17

Ha� y Valentine’s Day!

Try our food 
and drink 

specials
drinks!

Off

LUNCH • DINNER • TAKEOUT

The origins of Valentine’s Day are 
largely unknown. Some suggest 
Valentine’s Day was initially a way to 
honor St. Valentine on the anniver-
sary of his death. Others believe it 
was the Christian church’s way of 
Christianizing the Pagan celebra-
tion of Lupercalia, a fertility festival 
dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god 
of agriculture.

Regardless of its origins, Valentine’s 
Day is now celebrated by millions 
and is one of the retail industry’s 
most lucrative shopping holidays.

Many different traditions can be 
linked to Valentine’s Day. Here is 
a list of the interesting ways Valen-
tine’s Day is celebrated across the 
globe.

South Korea: 
In South Korea, men get to enjoy 
the spotlight on Valentine’s Day, as 
women bestow gifts of chocolate on 
them. In return, a month later men 
reciprocate with gifts for women 
on White Day. South Koreans take 
Valentine’s Day a step further on 
Black Day, which falls on April 14. 
This is an opportunity for all single 
people who may not have received 
Valentine’s Day gifts to gather at res-
taurants and eat a dish called “black 
noodles” as they celebrate their 
singleton status.

Denmark and Norway: 
These Scandinavian countries didn’t 
really celebrate Valentine’s Day until 
recently, but have now put their own 
spin on the traditions. Men write 
funny poems or rhyming love notes 
called Gaekkebrev and send them to 
women anonymously. Women must 
try to guess their admirers by count-
ing dots that are put on the note 
that correspond to the number of 
letters in the man’s name.

Valentine’s Day traditions from around the world
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Estonia: 
In Estonia, Valentine’s Day is a day 
more devoted to friendship than ro-
mantic love. It is called “Sõbrapäev” 
in Estonian, which translates to 
“Friend’s Day.” Cards and gifts are 
exchanged among friends.

Wales: 
In Wales, Valentine’s Day is not 
celebrated. Rather, the Welsh com-
memorate St. Dwynwen’s Day, who 
is their patron saint of lovers, on 
Jan. 25. It is customary to gift love-
spoons, a tradition that likely stems 
from the practice of sailors carving 
intricately decorated spoons of wood 
and presenting them to women they 
were interested in courting or mar-
rying.

France: 
The French have an old custom 
called “une loterie d’amour,” which 
is a drawing for love. Single men 
and women of all ages once entered 
houses that faced one another and 
took turns calling out to one another 
to find romantic matches. The men 
could refuse the match and leave 
the woman looking for another man 
to call on. Women who were not 
paired up would light a bonfire and 
damn the men who rejected them. 
The French government eventu-
ally banned the practice because of 
rowdy crowds.

Italy: 
Italian lovers celebrate Valentine’s 
Day in much the same way as Amer-
icans. One interesting Valentine’s 
tradition in Italy is locking padlocks 
to different structures, which is 
called “Lucchetti dell’Amore (locks 
of love).” Couples attach the locks 
to bridges, railings and lamp posts, 
inscribe their names and throw away 
the key. The action suggests the 
couple will be together forever. 

Crochette di Ricotta con Salsa di Cioccolato  
(Ricotta Beignets With Chocolate Dipping Sauce)
Makes 6 to 8 servings

In a medium-size bowl, whisk the ricotta and eggs together until smooth. Add the sugar, flour, 
baking powder, and amaretti and stir until well blended. Cover and chill for at least one hour.
While the batter is chilling, put the chocolate in a small bowl. In a small saucepan, bring the 
heavy cream to a boil over medium-high heat, about two minutes. Remove the pan from the heat 
and pour the hot cream over the chopped chocolate, stirring until blended and smooth. Keep 
warm.
Fill a medium-size pot with at least three inches oil and heat until the oil measures about 360 
degrees F on a candy or instant-read thermometer. Carefully drop the crochette batter by the 
heaping tablespoon into the hot oil and cook, turning once, until brown on all sides, about three 
minutes. Using a slotted spoon, remove them from the oil and drain on paper towels. Dust with 
confectioners’ sugar and serve immediately with chocolate sauce. If desired, serve with warm 
caramel and berry sauces as well.

1 cup whole milk ricotta cheese
2 large eggs
¼ cup sugar
¼ cup all-purpose flour
¾ teaspoon baking powder
½ cup finely crushed amaretti cookies (about 
16 cookies)

1 cup chopped bittersweet chocolate
1 cup heavy cream
Vegetable oil, for deep-fat frying
Confectioners’ sugar, for garnish
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Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!

(904) 507-4066

FREE
Second Opinion or

Consultation for Any
Procedure

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 3/10/17 MNL

2 LOCATIONS
7101 Normandy Boulevard

12276 San Jose Blvd., Suite 314

With full-service dentistry,
we cut out unnecessary expenses and

pass the savings on to you!

JaxDentalCenter.com

Our group of dental specialists 
provide expert care 

from simple to complex cases!

Specialty Team
Dr. Dennis M. Mahan, D.M.D
  • Oral Surgeon • Implants
  • 3D CT  • Sedation
  • Wisdom Teeth Extractions
  

Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, D.D.S. 
  • Orthodontics  
  • Braces  
  • Hygiene Procedure  
     Teeth Cleaning when you are due,  
       no need to have 2 trips to the dentist.

DENTAL  IMPLANTS BRACESIV SEDATION EXTRACTION

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 3/10/17 MNL

FREE
Wisdom Teeth Consultation

Full and Part-Time Early 
Educators needed

• Willing to complete the DCF 45 hours 
and First Aid and CPR within 90 days

• Level II background screening.
• Benefits available after 90 days

Visit www.growingroomfla.com to 
complete an application online

or stop by  
13926 Village Lake Circle  
Bartram Park FL 32258

Growing Room uses specialized curriculum and 
interactive tools to help promote learning at the earliest 

development stage

Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
Financial Planner
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
O� ering � nancial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. O� ering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of 
Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.  0223493-00004-00

Cold Steel HAIR STUDIO
4268 Oldfield Crossing Dr. • (904) 527-8444

Gwen & Airika 
Walk In Haircuts • Separate Salon Suite

OPEN 7 DAYS: M-THURS 10-7 | FRI 10-6 | SAT 9-2 | SUN 12-5

Coldsteelhairstudio.com • Facebook.com/airicuts

community,” Hale said.

Young squirrels, opossums and baby birds 
make up the majority of rescue intakes 
made by The Ark. In 2016 alone, a total of 
695 rescues were made of just these three 
species.

“I believe the most interesting rescue was 
the night heron that was reported hanging 
over Dunns Creek in Jacksonville,” Hale 
said. 

This unfortunate accident occurred when 
the heron’s left wing became entangled in 
fishing line that was hanging down from 
a branch. The heron’s right wing was also 
entangled in the line that had also been 
snagged on debris in the water below.

“I responded without knowing if the 
animal was still alive. Given the circum-
stances, it seemed prudent to bring my 
paddleboard. After much effort getting to 
the scene and launching the board, thank-
fully, the heron was still alive. Then the 
rehabilitation began,” Hale said. 

The Ark receives no funding from local, 
state or federal agencies and runs solely on 
support from the community. Corporate 
funding and public donations provide the 
resources needed to cover all aspects of 
rescuing and treating the animals.

“The public doesn’t always realize how 
much we need their assistance. We could 
not be more proud of the work we do, but 
we need a lot of help to make it all pos-
sible. We are not animal control and we 
never send an invoice; we simply ask for 
support. The journey actually starts after 
we rescue the animal,” Hale said. 

If it’s an animal that The Ark can’t reha-
bilitate, the women will place that animal 
with the best facility for treatment, Hale 
said.

Support is offered from Marineland and 
local veterinary offices, but additional ef-
forts are always needed in order to remain 
successful in serving the community and 
the wildlife. Every animal is rescued, given 
medical attention and nourished at the 
expense of The Ark.

The Ark Rescue and Rehabilitation occu-
pies a facility on Anastasia Island to house 
seabirds and wading birds such as pelicans, 
storks and herons. Mammals are rehabili-
tated on personal property.

An immediate goal is to raise awareness 
regarding the extraordinary partnership 
needed between The Ark and the commu-
nity; Florida Fish and Wildlife advises citi-
zens to contact The Ark when an injured 
or orphaned animal is reported.

The average cost to rehabilitate a rescued 
animal is $50. Donations are the lifeline 
that enables the organization to make a 
difference. Visit www.thearkrescue.org 
or www.gofundme.com/thearkrescue for 
more information or to help. The Ark 
Wildlife Rescue can be also found on 
Facebook.

Privately based in St. Augustine, Pango-
lin Conservation is a non-profit organi-
zation committed to protecting one of 
the world’s most fascinating mammals. 
Most closely related to carnivores, there 
are eight species of pangolin distributed 
between Asia and Africa, all of which 
are either threatened or endangered.

The pangolin population is declining 
at an alarming rate. This appears to be 
due to the black market trade supply-
ing Asian traditional medicine. The 
four Asian pangolin species have been 
reduced to critical numbers and with 
the Asian species becoming increasingly 
rare, smugglers are now turning towards 
Africa to supply the demand.

Pangolins have protective scales made 
from keratin, the same material in your 
hair or fingernails. These scales cover the 
pangolin from the head to the tip of the 
tail.

“There is an intense demand for the 
pangolin scales,” Justin Miller says. 
Miller, founder and director of the Pan-
golin Conservation, splits his time be-
tween St. Augustine and Africa research-
ing the pangolin and its population.

“We are measuring the trade within vil-
lages to get a handle on what’s happen-
ing. These aren’t bad people, they just 
need another option and we need to 
protect the species,” Miller said.

The pangolin diet consists almost en-
tirely of ants and termites. Miller spent 
months in Africa, and years in total, 
formulating a combination of powdered 
insects to offer captive pangolins the 

Pangolin Conservation working to engage 
and educate the community
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

requisite nutrition.

“We are the first facility to breed pango-
lins and have babies in captivity. Having 
pangolins here to research is crucial 
to science and protecting against the 
possible extinction of these mammals,” 
Miller said.

The Pangolin Conservation is currently 
working to train team members over-
seas. Closer to home, the conservation 
is preparing to introduce more local 
programs to involve and educate the 
community.

Join the mailing list at pangolincon-
servation.org to contribute and receive 
updates on upcoming events.

Photo courtesy Justin Miller 

White Bellied Tree Pangolin

The Ark cont. from pg. 1

$7.8* million 

* Figures based on the 2015 CVC audit.

Be included in our next issue!  
(904) 886-4919 for rates.

to be spent on 
Tax Sevices
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You have questions... We have ansWers.

11401 Old  St. Augustine Rd. Jacksonville, FL 32258 • www.rivergarden.org • 904-260-1818
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Mulch Madness
10th Annual

BSA Fundraiser
PreOrder Now for only

$3.00 per bag FREE DELIVERY*
Delivered between March 3 & 4

Natural Color & Red Mulch • Pine Bark Nuggets

Go to troop473.com for more information
*32092 (north of CR210 only), 32223, 32256, 32257, 32217, 32258,  

and 32259

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Acupuncture
Treatment
Center
Neurological
& Muscular
Disorders
Absolutely No 
SIde Effects

13241 Bartram Park Blvd., Suite 913
(904) 465-5155

www.jacksonvilleacupuncture.com

New Lower 
Rates for 2017

We have reached the time of year when 
area fishing is about to crank up and 
go into high gear. It could be days or 
just weeks at the most as we watch the 
warming trends of our weather that will 
eventually bring us another springtime 
fishing run. Soon we can expect bedding 
largemouths in our ponds and creeks, 
blues and whiting in the surf, sheepshead 
at the rocks, with croakers and yellow-
mouths working their way south on the 
St. Johns. 

Now that you know they are coming, are 
you ready for them? Proper preparation 
for any fishing trip is important, but pre-
paring for an entire season at this time 
is of the utmost importance. Now is the 
time to be sure your equipment, tackle, 
boat and trailer are all ready to go when 
you are. Doing so now can save you a lot 
of aggravation and headache when things 
seem to go wrong — that didn’t have to.

Getting your boat checked out now 
before going in the water is a good idea. 
Batteries, water pump impellers, fuel 
filters and fresh fuel are areas that should 
be looked at yearly before taking to the 
water. Getting stranded at the dock is 
not fun and breaking down on the water 
is the worst.

Taking a good look at your trailer is also 
a good practice prior to new boating 
season. Ensuring good tires and axle 
bearings before taking to the road this 
year is an easy practice that can help 
prevent unnecessary breakdowns to and 
from the ramp.

Making sure there are no surprises with 
your fishing equipment can certainly 
help make that first trip out this year 
more pleasurable. Checking to make sure 
your reels are still functioning properly 
is a must. Check the line, bails, drag and 
ease of reeling for any problems. A good 
cleaning and lubrication at this time 
might be just what that reel needs to get 

By David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

you through another season. Also take 
a good look at your rods for any broken 
tips or guides and repair them accord-
ingly.

There is nothing worse than needing a 
certain type of tackle for a certain fish 
that is biting and not finding it in your 
tackle box. Inventory your tackle now. 
Make sure you have the proper number 
of the hooks, weights, plugs, artificials 
and dozens of other pieces of tackle you 
like to have on hand when fishing. Do-
ing so will give you the peace of mind 
you need for any unexpected fishing trip 
that may come up this year. 

Fishing Report: Largemouth bass fishing 
is at its best for the upcoming several 
weeks. Try any nearby body of freshwa-
ter. 

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime. 

Fishing Captain David’s Fishing Report

NON-DRUG TREATMENT

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
of Northeast Florida 904.646.0054 www.biofeedbackassociates.com

Most Insurances Accepted

Use Neurofeedback to diagnose and treat:
• Depression • Anxiety • Cognitive Decline • ADD/ADHD •  

• Migraine/Tension Headaches • Autism • Asperger Syndrome • 
 • Closed Head Injuries • Sleep Disorders • Hypertension •  

• Toxic Exposures • Addictions •
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Puzzles answers on page 2

Puzzles courtesy MetroCreative
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A custom-fit  
investment plan  
is just a  
conversation away

Terry Pasket CFA, MBA, CRPC®
Senior Financial Advisor
12412 San Jose Blvd, Suite 204
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Direct: (904) 660-0163
Terry.Pasket@wfafinet.com
http://www.terrypasket.wfadv.com/

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2016 Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC. All rights reserved.

0816-03253

Investment and Insurance Products:   u NOT FDIC Insured   u NO Bank Guarantee   u MAY Lose Value

Done right, a financial advisor works with you to 
develop an investment plan designed to help you 
meet your unique goals. We can help you create 
your personalized plan, and we’ll review it with 
you on a regular basis to help keep you on track.
Working together is all about you. 

Call for a complimentary portfolio consultation.

Done right, a financial advisor works with you to develop an investment 
plan designed to help you meet your unique goals. We can help you create 
your personalized plan, and we’ll review it with you on a regular basis to 
help keep you on track. Working together is all about you. 
Call for a complimentary portfolio consultation.

Terry Pasket CFA, MBA, CRPC®
Senior Financial Advisor
12412 San Jose Blvd, Suite 204
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Direct: (904) 660-0163
Terry.Pasket@wfafinet.com
http://www.terrypasket.wfadv.com/

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and a separate 
non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2016 Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC. All rights reserved. 0816-03253

Get It Sold With Folds!
3720 Kori Rd.
(904) 268-0268
www.samfolds.com

WATERFRONT LOTS
Bishop Estates Road

1 acre, dock $639,000
2 acres, wooded $449,000

Surge protection is essential for homes 
in Florida — the lightning capital of the 
U.S. — because it guards against electri-
cal surges and lightning strikes that can 
wreak havoc on your home’s electrical 
system. But when it comes to picking 
out the right surge protectors for your 
home, there are three things you should 
know. 

Not all surge protectors are created 
equal. “Surge protectors” and “power 
strips” are sometimes used synonymous-
ly, but they have different functions. 
Typically, power strips are multi-outlet 

Three facts about surge protection every homeowner should know
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

products that act merely as an expan-
sion of a wall outlet and provide little 
protection. Point-of-use surge protectors 
block surges in energy from affecting 
devices plugged into them. When look-
ing for surge protectors, check to see if 
the product has a joule rating. This rat-
ing indicates the item is indeed a surge 
protector, with a higher rating generally 
meaning it can absorb more voltage. 

You can protect your entire home. 
While point-of-use surge protectors can 
protect specific electronic devices, you 
can increase the overall safety of your 

electrical system with a whole home 
surge protector. This type is installed in 
the main panel box and acts as a gate-
keeper — stopping lightning or power 
surges at the panel before they enter the 
rest of the home. 

Use a combination of surge protec-
tors. A whole home surge protector 
provides comprehensive security against 
power surges, but it’s also a good idea 
to still keep point-of-use surge protec-
tors behind the TV, computer and 
other sensitive equipment as additional 
protection. You may also want to utilize 

surge protectors for your cable and 
telephones lines, as they are two areas 
through which lightning is most likely 
to travel. With the right combination, 
you can ensure the safety of your home 
and its equipment.

Contact David Gray Electrical Services at 
(904) 724-7211 or visit davidgrayelectri-
calservices.com for more information on 
surge protectors that they sell and install.

 

$47* million
did you know?did you know?

* Figures based on the 2015 CVC audit.

 to be spent on Home Improvement

Be included in our Home Improvement Section in the next issue! 
(904) 886-4919 for rates.
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Linda Cole
(904) 993-5247

Licensed & Insured  
Since 1999

Owner Operated

Linda’s Cleaning
Homes/Small Offices

www.snipstree.com

 “Tree Preservation”
Tree Fertilization : Aeration :
Insect & Disease Treatments 

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

Over 25 Years Exp.

Divine Mercy 
House Thrift Shop

10% off when 
you use this 

coupon

11018 Old St Augustine Rd.  
Suite 140

Jacksonville FL 32257

Community Marketplace

Call Now
904-571-2586 • 904-292-4555

Readings ~ Reiki ~ Classes 
Crystals ~ Incense  

Oils ~ Books ~ CDs ~ Jewelry 
 Events ~ Tea Parties

3491 Pall Mall Drive #205 • Jacksonville, FL 32257
www.spiritualuplifts.com • Join us on Facebook

Florida Homes Realty & Mortgage

(904) 446 6945
www.kerisellsinjax.com

 Looking to buy or sell?

Keri Davis

Cold Steel HAIR STUDIO

904-527-8444

$3 off with this ad

Battery Connection Plus  
of Jax LLC.

(904) 443-6112 • 5105 Philips Hwy
www.bcpofjax.com

You Call, We INSTALL
We Sell & Recycle ALL Battery Types

New, Refurb & Factory Second
Golf Cart battery installation

Delivery Available

LicensedInsured

Elegant 
Earth 

Solutions
Lawn Mowing • Clean Up

Small Tree & Shrub Pruning
Mulching • Flower Planting & Care
Professional Property Maintenance

Landscape Design & Planting
Commercial & Residential

Estate Gardening
25 Years Experience

(904) 366-9659
ElegantEarthSolutionsLLC.com

• Driveways • Patios •  
• Homes & More! •

(904) 864-1619
Schedule your appointment today!

Residential & Commercial

Licensed/Insured Stephen Clary

Clary
Pressure Washing

Pressure Washing
Interior/Exterior Painting

Popcorn Removals
Trim/Build Ins

www.aaaresidentialrehab.com
904-654-4934

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios • Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job! 

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

FREE ESTIMATES
838-1836

iCleanJax, LLC.
www.icleanjax.com

904-903-8724

Mention this ad 
for $10 off

Carpet Cleaning and Pressure Washing

Fax approval or one set of changes 
to: (904)-379-5250

This proof was created based 
on the information provided to 
Mandarin NewsLine by you or a 
representative of your company. 
There is no charge for correcting 

errors that we have made or 
one set of minor changes,
however any major redesign 
or multiple sets of changes 
are charged at $90 per hour 

broken out in 15 minute 
increments with a $30 

minimum charge. 

I have seen and checked 
the attached proof.
Please note, while 

RT Publishing strives for excellence 
in advertising, errors can occur; as 

such, we would remind you that your 
signed proof form represents your 

acceptance of the ad herein. 
No adjustments will be made 

to invoice amount. 

______ Spelling of Company Name
______ Phone number
______ Address
______ Coupon Expiration date

(if applicable)

______ Ad Copy
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SIGNATURE REQUIRED

TODAY’S DATE
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graphics@mandarinnewsline.com

ProofLine 904-886-4919 X-103
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RT
Publishing, Inc.

Client: Robert Haucke - American Eagle Lawn Care & Landscaping
Contact: Robert Haucke
Ph: 502-0891
Fax: 
Email: 
Ad size: Marketplace

        American EagleLawn Care
Quality Services
Affordable Rates
Licensed & Insured

No Contracts
FREE Estimates
502-0891

Massage Therapy
Alicia Nordman LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Swedish • Deep Tissue
Neuromuscular Therapy 

(904) 514-5788
www.hunterlmt.com

A New U Massage located in San Jose Office 
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

Reach 170,000 readers with your classified

Florida NewsLine is now offering 
local classifieds, which will appear 
in all of our monthly publications: 
The CreekLine, Mandarin NewsLine, 
Ponte Vedra NewsLine and Southside 
NewsLine.

*Garage Sale ads, Lost and Found ads and 
personal sale items less than $200 are FREE

Items more than $200 and Help Wanted Ads: 
$25 for 25 words

Each additional word: $1
Add to your classified to make it stand out!  
Bold, colored or clip art: $5

Ads will also appear online at www.floridanewsline.
com. If you sell your item or want to make changes 
to your ad, we can edit the online version during the 
month.

*Classified Ads are not considered Marketplace ads

Call (904) 886-4919 for info

AUTOMOTIVE
CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!! Top Dollar Offer! Free 
Towing From Home, Office 
or Body Shop. All Makes/
Models 2000-2016. Same 
Day Pick-Up Available! 
Call Now: 1-800-761-9396
Does your auto club of-
fer no hassle service and 
rewards? Call American 
Auto Club (ACA) & Get 
$200 in ACA Rewards! (new 
members only)  Roadside 
Assistance & Monthly Re-
wards. Call 800-519-6058
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-800-902-7815 

(Place Under Autos Wanted)
Got an older car, boat or 
RV? Do the humane thing. 
Donate it to the Humane So-
ciety. Call 1- 800-831-6309
C A P I T A L  C L A S S I C 
CARS  Buying All Euro-
pean & Classic Cars. ANY 
Condition. ANY Location. 
Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar 
& More! Top Dollar PAID.  
CapitalClassicCars.com  
1-571-282-5153 or steve@
capi ta lc lassiccars.com
WE BUY CARS, Trucks, 
Vans etc.  Cash Today! 
Free Carfax. We Come 
to You.. .Safe+ Private  
carfaxbuyer.com  1-800-
392-6884  (Place Under 
Automotive Want to Buy)

I BUY RV’S    
$$$$  If You Would Like A 

T H E  F O L L O W I N G 
ADS HAVE NOT BEEN 
S C R E E N E D  B Y T H E 
SOUTHEASTERN AD-
VERTISING PUBLISHERS 
ASSOCIATION (SAPA); 
Therefore, any discrepan-
cies thereof shall not be 
the responsibility of the 
aforementioned associa-
tion.  Your publisher has 
agreed to participate in 
this program and run these 
ads as a service to the 
Southeastern Advertising 
Publishers Association.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Beware of  loan fraud. 
Please check with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau or Con-
sumer Protection Agency 
before sending any money 
to any loan company. SAPA

WHOLESALE Cash Offer 
On Your 2005 Or Newer 

Motorhome Call 817-899-
6090

EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION
E A R N  Y O U R  H I G H 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT 
Home!!! FREE CLASS RING 
upon graduation with enroll-
ment before December 31st, 
2016. Nationally accred-
ited. Call for FREE BRO-
CHURE, 1-904-381-1935. 
www.fcahighschool .org
A D U LT  E D U C AT I O N 
PROGRAM  Get your high 
school diploma. Fully ac-
credited. Call now 1-800-
590-9611. Visit our page 
www.educators inc .org . 
L ike us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com
D R I V E R  T R A I N E E S 

NEEDED! Learn to drive 
for Stevens Transport! NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
New drivers can earn $900+ 
per week! PAID LOCAL 
CDL TRAINING! 1-888-743-
1573  drive4stevens.com

AVIATION CAREERS 
Hands on training for 

career opportunities in 
aviation, manufacturing 
and more. Financial aid 

for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call 

AIM 866-314-5838
FINANCIAL

Beware of  loan fraud. 
Please check with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau or Con-
sumer Protection Agency 
before sending any money 
to any loan company. SAPA
Sell your structured settle-

ment or annuity payments 
for CASH NOW. You don’t 
have to wait for your fu-
ture payments any lon-
ger! Call 1-800-994-5789
SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY BENEFITS. Un-
able to work? Denied ben-
efits?  We Can Help!  WIN 
or Pay Nothing! Contact 
Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-860-6175 to start 
your application today!

GARAGE SALES
Garage Sale, Cunning-
ham Creek Estates, 1767 
Hawkcrest Drive, Satur-
day March 4th 8am to 
2pm. Rain date = April 1st.

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for 
your prescriptions! SAVE! 
Call our licensed Cana-
dian and Internat ional 
pharmacy,compare prices 
and get $25.00 OFF your 
first prescription! CALL 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 6 5 - 0 7 6 8  P r o -
mo Code CDC2016251
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace at little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hot-
line Now! 1- 800-480-7503
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! Cut your drug costs! 
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
Guaranteed and Discreet. 
CALL  1-800-290-0314
Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+?  You And Your Fam-
i ly May Be Entit led To 
Significant Cash Award. 
Call 1-866-590-3140 for 
Information. No Risk.  No 
Money Out Of Pocket.
GET HELP NOW! One But-
ton Senior Medical Alert. 
Falls, Fires & Emergen-
cies Happen. 24/7 Pro-
tection. Only $19.99/mo. 
Call Now 888-876-6128
Chronic Pain? Back or 
joint pain, arthritis? Re-
cen t  Med i ca re /hea l t h 
coverage changes may 
benefit you! Products are 
little to NO COST, if quali-
fied. FREE Shipping. Ac-
credited Pain Specialists. 
CALL 1- 800-803-0612
Chronic Pain? Back or 
joint pain, arthritis? Recent 
Medicare/health coverage 
changes may benefit you!
Produc ts  a re  l i t t l e  to 
NO COST, if  qualif ied. 
FREE Shipping. Accred-
i ted  Pa in  Spec ia l is ts . 
CALL 1- 800-498-9321
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace at little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hot-
line Now! 1- 800-752-2108
Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
Alert for Seniors. Bath-
room falls can be fatal. 
Approved by Arthritis Foun-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. 
Installation Included. Call 
800-886-9771 for $750 Off.
Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, com-
pare prices and get $25.00 
OFF your first prescrip-
tion! CALL 1-800-749-6515 
Promo Code CDC201625
Struggling with DRUGS 

or ALCOHOL? Addicted 
to PILLS? Talk to some-
one who cares. Call The 
Addiction Hope & Help 
Line for a free assess-
ment. 1-800-511-6075.
VIAGRA!! 52 Pil ls only 
$99.00! The Original Little 
Blue Pill, your #1 Trust-
ed Provider for 10 years. 
I nsu red  and  Guaran -
teed Delivery. Call today 
1-888-410-1767. SAPA

VIAGRA #1 
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 

20mg. 52 Pills, only 
$99.00! No hassle, 

Discreet Shipping. Save 
Now. Call Today. 1-800-
224-0792  (Place Under 

Miscellaneous)
Viagra!!  

52 Pills for Only $99.00. 
Your #1 trusted provider 
for 10 years. Insured and 
Guaranteed Delivery. Call 

today 1-888-403-8602  
HELP WANTED

$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Earn Extra income as-
sembling CD cases from 
Home. CALL OUR LIVE 
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-
405-7619 Ext 320  www.
easywork-greatpay.com

SURROGATE MOTHER 
NEEDED  

To Carry Our Baby! 
Generous Compensation 
and Expenses Paid. Call 
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 

1-800-395-5449  www.
adoption-surrogacy.com  

FL Bar #307084
INTERNET SITES & 

SERVICES
FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-
Speed. Avail Anywhere. 
Speeds  t o  15  mbps . 
Start ing at $59.99/mo. 
Cal l  fo r  L imi ted Time 
Price. 1-800-916-7609
SAVE on internet and TV 
bundles! Order the best 
exclusive cable and satel-
lite deals in your area! If 
eligible, get up to $300 
in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-791-0713

LEGAL
SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY BENEFITS. Un-
able to work? Denied ben-
efits?  We Can Help!  WIN 
or Pay Nothing! Contact 
Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-670-4805 to start 
your application today!
Lung Cancer? And 60 
Years Old? If So, You And 
Your Family May Be En-
titled To A Significant Cash 
Award. Call 800-375-9380 
To Learn More. No Risk. 
No Money Out Of Pocket.

MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step Walk-In Tub: 
Alert for Seniors. Bath-
room falls can be fatal. 
Approved by Arthritis Foun-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. 
Installation Included.Call 
800-701-9850 for $750 Off.
A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our ser-
vice is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-319-8705
L i fe  A le r t .  24 /7 .  One 
press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, 

          Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On 
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your 
fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires June 30, 2017. Offer is 
valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with any other 
offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use code 
15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll your prescriptions with our 
Canadian and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Call Toll-free: 844-359-9982
www.canadadrug.us/medicine

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Rosuvastatin* 
$141

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$870.10

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE Bro-
chure. CALL 800-734-2638
Suffering from hearing loss? 
You might qualify for Lis-
tenClear’s FREE 45-day, 
in-home trial of revolution-
ary, practically invisible, 
hearing aids. Experience 
the  d i f fe rence  -  FOR 
FREE! Call 844-715-3358.
Tired of the same old dating 
sites? Meet real people in 
your area & make a new con-
nection on your terms! 18+ 
Only. Call 1-800-610-0814
Paying too much for SR-22 
or similar high-risk car insur-
ance? Call NOW to see how 
we could save you money 
TODAY. 1-800-815-9637.
MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call Live-
Links. Try it FREE. Call now 
1-888-909-9978 18+. SAPA
ADT Secur i ty protects 
your home & family from 
“what if” scenarios. Fire, 
flood, burglary or carbon 
monoxide, ADT provides 
24/7 security.  Don’t wait!  
Call Now! 888-618-5327
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
FOR BREAST CANCER! 
Help United Breast Founda-
tion education, prevention, 
& support programs. FAST 
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DE-
DUCTION 855-418-0760.
DISH TV – BEST DEAL 
EVER! Only $39.99/mo. 
Plus $14.99/mo. Inter-
net (where avail.) FREE 
Streaming. FREE Install 
(up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-
DVR. Call 800-438-8168 
Drive with Uber. No experi-
ence is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun 
and easy. For more informa-
tion, call: 1-800-578-9366
FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-
Speed. Avail Anywhere. 
Speeds  t o  15  mbps . 
Start ing at $59.99/mo. 
Cal l  fo r  L imi ted Time 
Pr ice  1-800-958-6917
L i fe  A le r t .  24 /7 .  One 
press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, 
Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE Bro-
chure. CALL 800-370-4824!
Protect your home with 
fully customizable secu-
rity and 24/7 monitoring 
right from your smartphone. 
Receive up to $1500 in 
equipment, free (restrictions 
apply). Call 1-800-912-1985
SAVE on internet and TV 
bundles! Order the best 
exclusive cable and satel-
lite deals in your area! If 
eligible, get up to $300 
in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-736-9957
SUPPORT our service 
members, veterans and 
their families in their time of 
need. For more information, 
visit the Fisher House web-
site at www.fisherhouse.org.
Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 
in 2-Year Price Guarantee 
($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-
less. Over 145 Channels 
PLUS Popular Movie Net-
works for Three Months, No 
Cost! Call 1- 800-769-1035
A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our ser-
vice is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-671-9104

SERVICES
I have been a CNA for 
10 years, owned my own 
cleaning business, also 
cook, clean, grocery shop, 
pet sit in your home! 636-
541-9212 for references

Call for rates 

to advertise in 

the Community 

Marketplace section.

(904) 886-4919
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Travel River Cruising in Portugal 

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Water Problems?
CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT  

ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems 
to meet your needs and your budget!”

Family Owned & Operated  
for Over 25 Years

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • Color 
• Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

FREE WATER TESTING
3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com

License #W-32

Jim Register Jr, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, 

Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com

Good things happen when you combine your home and 
auto insurance with State Farm®. Like saving an average 
of $761* Plus, you’ll have a good neighbor like me to
help life go right.
CALL ME TODAY.

1606203
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Dallas, TX • State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX • State Farm Fire and Casualty Company 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL • State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

*Average annual household savings based on 2015 national survey of new policyholders who 
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

River cruising on ships smaller than ocean 
liners and with only 100 – 250 passen-
gers have gained tremendous popularity, 
especially with the Boomer generation. 
The trend includes what is called “experi-
ential travel” or connecting the visitor with 
the history and culture of a destination. 
I recently took a Viking River Cruise in 
Portugal that met those goals. 

Portugal rests in southwestern Europe bor-
dering Spain and the Atlantic Ocean. It is 
only about half the size of North Dakota. 
I flew into Lisbon, the capital of Portugal 
and spent two nights in a downtown hotel 
included in the itinerary. The arrival day 
allowed travelers to adjust to jet lag and 
have free time to explore. Next morning, 
complimentary tours to the major his-
torical monuments showcased Portugal’s 
famous explorers. Later, I visited the Tile 
Museum featuring the famous Portuguese 
blue and white tiles. I got to paint a tile of 
my own, too. 

On the third morning, we were bused 
about 200 miles, stopping along the way 
for a visit in Coimbra. While riding, we 
practiced pronouncing some Portuguese 
words. Once we reached Porto, we boarded 
our ship and from then on, did not have to 
unpack again. 

The Douro River has been the historical 
lifeline through the region, nicknamed 
the River of Gold. It is a narrow river with 

magnificent gorges and steep banks. Today, 
it contains many locks that enable ships 
to move faster and more safely. Because of 
these locks, boats never travel at night; so, 
on this cruise, all sailing would occur dur-
ing daylight. 

Exploration of Porto’s Cathedral and other 
historic properties happened the next 
morning. I especially enjoyed the Lello 
Bookshop with staircases that inspired 
author J.K. Rowling. Later, we took a tast-
ing tour through the wine cellars of a port 
wine producer. All fortified wine called port 
comes from the Douro Valley, a designation 
similar to the official champagne region. 

Learning the history of the cities we’d visit 
and about the local cuisine was provided 
during daily onboard presentations. Ad-
ditional, on-site guides reinforced what 
we’d learned. Trust me, understanding the 
production of port took a few lessons to 
fully grasp. 

We toured a number of UNESCO World 
Heritage sites as well as a stop at the Mateus 
Palace. You might recall its picture on the 
odd-shaped bottles of Mateus wine that 
were popular in the 1970s. My favorite 
stop was the pilgrimage shrine in Lamego 
known for its myths and miracles. Built 
in 1791, the small hilltop chapel provides 
dramatic views and a picturesque 686-step 
double staircase. Before descending, I dal-
lied in the chapel taking photos and was 
discovered by an elderly nun. She took me 
aside and showed me treasures in the back 
chapel. I’ll never forget her. 

When our vessel reached the border of 
Spain, we made a day trip into the city of 
Salamanca. This famous university town 
contains many buildings made of sandstone 
that produce a golden glow, especially in 
the afternoon sunshine. 

All meals plus wine or beer were included 
and some dinners took place in a monastery 
and winery. Evening entertainment featured 
local performers like flamenco dancers, a 
Fado performance — Portugal’s traditional 
songs accompanied by three guitars and a 
folk dance troupe. 

By the time I flew home, I had indulged 
and embraced the people, culture and cui-
sine of Portugal. I would heartily encourage 
others to consider a river cruise. 

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more of 
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and 
travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Mateus Palace in Portugal.

Vineyards along the Duoro Valley.

Cruising in Porto

We want 
your 

opinion!
Email us to receive a link to our 

readership survey.

Editor@floridanewsline.com

Complete the survey for a chance 
to win 4 tickets to the  

St. Augustine Alligator Farm!

✔
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Pediatric Associates 
of Julington Creek, PA
Offering care for Infants,  
Children & Adolescents

Mary Ann Garcia, M.D., FAAP
Victor Luz, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified
Tami Newbern, ARNP

Open Mondays through Fridays
8:30am – 5pm

1631 Race Track Road  Suite 101

230-7977
Most Insurances Accepted

• Are you frustrated your vet   
 doesn’t spend the time with you?

• Are you tired of long waits?

• Is your pet not getting better?

• Would you like to have virtually   
 everything covered by insurance?

• Do you want your own personal   
 veterinarian? 

9776 San Jose Blvd • Suite 5 • Jacksonville, FL  • 32257

M, T, TH, F 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm • Wed 8am-12pm

FREE 1st Office visit for new clients
(904) 262-2953

Animal Clinic of Mandarin
Hospital & Boarding

www.drkaisersanimalclinicofmandarin.com

voted top 

vet in 2016

(904) 323-6534

Gardening
By Master Gardener Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

I confess to being a little haphazard in 
my approach to spring — seeds that 
should, for optimal growth, have been 
sown indoors around six weeks before 
our last predicted frost, often have to 
wait till I realize where I am in the year. 
On the other hand, some of us have 
a tendency to sow seeds too early, not 
realizing that once they germinate, they 
need to be placed in good, strong light 
to promote sturdy growth, before they 
are acclimated and planted out after the 
last frost. 

The Extension service always starts the 
year with a timely schedule of programs 
to help us make the most of our garden-
ing. Maybe you have already checked 
out the January/February edition of 
A New Leaf (http://duval.ifas.ufl.edu/
documents/NleafJanFeb_17.pdf ).

On Feb. 8, there will be a workshop for 
participants to make their own rain bar-
rel in time for the anticipated dry spring 
($50, but be sure to register and pay by 
Feb. 2; call (904) 255-7450). On Feb. 
11, Growing Warm-Season Vegetables 
and Composting will include advice on 
fertilizing your garden ($5, registration 
required, call (904) 255-7450). 

Perhaps the highlight of the year – A 
Day of Gardening – will be held on 
Feb. 25. This annual event is always 
well attended. There will be a variety of 
vendors and a choice of talks on widely 
differing aspects of gardening. A light 

lunch and snacks are included in the 
$20 fee. Attendance is limited, and 
prepayment and preregistration is re-
quired, so if this event takes your fancy, 
please don’t delay. Registration is either 
through the Extension office, (904) 
255-7450 or on line at www.eventbrite.
com/e/2017-a-day-of-gardening-tick-
ets-30497118703 

As always, I’ve been enjoying watching 
the backyard birds that visit my feed-
ers. Before the holidays I spotted what 
I thought was a yellow-breasted chat — 
having seen just one earlier in the year 
— but now I’m almost certain it was 
either a young male or female Balti-
more oriole. Even more dramatic, our 
street recently had a visit from two bald 
eagles. They perched high atop an oak 
and a majestic pine, calling occasionally. 
It was tempting to imagine they were 
a pair looking for a nesting site, as, in 
the south: “the nesting season generally 
begins with courtship and nest building 
in September through February, with 
young fledging as early as January and 
as late as May”, according to the US 
Fish and Wildlife Services, but I don’t 
think our neighborhood would suit. 

One plant that often keeps flowering 
in a sheltered place in my yard is the 
shrimp plant, Justicia brandegeana, 
which hummingbirds visit. And as I 
write, my redbud (Cercis Canadensis) 
has just started blooming, hopefully also 
supplying food for any hummingbirds 

Gardening: Approaching spring 

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

It ’s almost time to plant warm season vegetables, such as beans, corn and peppers.

which decided to stay for the winter. For 
information on cool season plants that 
attract hummers and could help them 
to overwinter in the south, check out 
this article: http://tinyurl.com/jngcxbm. 
And of course, the University of Florida 
also has information on gardening for 
hummingbirds: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
uw059.

I enjoy watching the progression of the 
seasons and also how plants grow and 
develop year by year. A landscape, and 
its inhabitants, is never static, and there 

are surprises – both good and bad – 
which continue to pique my interest. I 
hope you feel the same.

Lesley Arrandale is a Master Gardener 
with the Duval County Cooperative 
Extension Service/City of Jacksonville Ag-
riculture Department, which is a partner-
ship between the United State Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), the University 
of Florida Institute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences (UF/IFAS) and the City of 
Jacksonville.

Time to plan your advertising 
campaign for 2017! Get your ad in front of 

*42,000+ readers.
Mandarin NewsLine 
reaches your target market 
every month by mail.

Contact me and let’s talk about how Mandarin 
NewsLine can work with you to increase your 
sales for the coming year. 
Heather@Floridanewsline.com

*Source: CVC audit 2015
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