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Toll road coming through Jefferson County?
Lazaro Aleman

ECB Publishing, Inc.

A proposed toll road that could cut
in part across Jefferson County is
drawing opposition from at least 75
environmental, conservation and civic
groups, which are calling on Gov. Ron
DeSantis to veto the legislation. 
The governor, who received the bill

on May 13, has until May 28 to act on
it.
The 75 organizations – which

include the Sierra Club, 1,000 Friends
of Florida, Emerald Coastkeepers Inc.,
Friends of the Everglades and the
League of Women Voters of Florida –
wrote the governor a letter objecting to
a measure that legislators passed in the
recent session and that paves the way

for the creation of three toll roads
across rural areas of the state. 
The legislation, the brainchild and

top priority of Senate President Bill
Galvano, calls for one of the roads to
travel north to Georgia, ostensibly
through Jefferson County. Galvano
argues that the toll roads are necessary
to boost the economies of small
communities in underdeveloped areas
of the state.  
The three proposed corridors are:

the Southwest-Central Florida
Connector, which would extend from
Collier to Polk County; the Northern
Turnpike Connector, which would
extend from the northern terminus of
the Florida Turnpike northwest to the
Suncoast Parkway in Citrus County; 

See TOLL ROADS page 3A

JES break-in
Restitution is a “complicated issue”

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

“We are still interested, more than
ever now,” was the message provided
by Rev. Clifford Hill in regards to the
Jefferson Elementary School (JES)
building.
During the last few meetings of the

Jefferson County School Board, Rev.
Hill has served as a spokesperson for
the 11th Episcopal District of the AME
Church, Inc. during their attempts to
obtain a $1/year lease for the old JES
school building.
On Monday, May 13, Rev. Hill

came before the Jefferson County
School Board during their regular May
meeting in order to provide an update
into the 11th Episcopal District's leasing
progress since the March break-in and
vandalism of the old JES school.
According to Rev. Hill, the 11th

Episcopal District's
board of
trustees were
working on
insurance
hurdles
pertaining to the
property before
they could put pen
to paper and sign
the lease agreement agreed upon by the
school district.
“We are still hashing out some

issues,” Rev. Hill declared to board
members on May 13, summarizing that
the 11th Episcopal District's insurance
provider was requiring proof of
insurance from the school district
before the episcopal district's provider
could offer an insured plan.
Regardless of those hurdles, Rev.

Hill said that he believed the problems
would be worked through efficiently
and that he mainly came before the
board in order to publicly declare that
the 11th Episcopal District was still
interested in pursuing the property,
despite the recent vandalism of the
building back in March.
“After the break-in, we had tried to

wait on some investigation and find out
what was going on with that,” said Rev.
Hill. “We are still interested, more than
ever now and we believe that we could
do great access in the community
center.”
Around March 3, five juveniles

broke into, vandalized and damaged the
main JES school building.
According to the report issued by

the Monticello Police Department, it
was estimated that the damages would

cost “in excess” of $30,000 to repair.
Due to the damage to the property,

and the fact that the contract between
the school district and the 11th
Episcopal District specified that the
lease was offering the property as-is
(or, “as-was,” as Rev. Hill remarked),
the JES break-in will likely cost the 11th
Episcopal District an additional $30K-
$50K in repair costs before the school
can be turned into a community center.
The financial impact of those

repairs will be costly and Rev. Hill
advised that the 11th Episcopal District's
plan, after signing the lease agreement,
is to start renovating the cafeteria area
first and making the property usable so
that they could go ahead and start using
at least parts of the property while
waiting to complete the full repairs in
the vandalized side of the campus.

After Rev. Hill
had finished his
presentation to the
board members,
the concept of
requesting
restitution from
the offending
juveniles (in
order to help

cover repair costs) was brought
up by Board Member Bill Brumfield.
According to Brumfield, the

families of the involved juveniles  “will
never be able to pay $30,000” for the
full costs of repairs.
“Unfortunately, those children

made a terrible, terrible mistake,” said
Brumfield, before adding: “They are all
12-13 years old. Those children should
not go for the rest of their life with a
felony on their record.”
In Brumfield's opinion, the families

of the five youths would not be able to
pay back the full cost of damages
without great personal sacrifice and he
suggested the idea of requesting a
smaller amount of restitution in order
for the families to feasibly pay the
school district for the vandalism.
Board Member Sandra Saunders,

however, disagreed with Brumfield's
more relaxed stance on the young
vandals.
“We can't just let [the kids] do this,

and it goes into vape,” argued
Saunders. “It's happened and now we're
supposed to brush it off? I don't think
so.”
Board Chairperson Shirley

Washington also offered criticism
regarding how the story of the break-in
had seemingly disappeared from the 

See RESTITUTION page 3A
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Three plead 
no contest to 

sexual offenses
Lazaro Aleman

ECB Publishing, Inc.

Three men earlier this week
received prison sentences for separate
sexual offenses involving minors,
crimes that are punishable by up to life
imprisonment in Florida.   
The three men – 47-year-old Alex

Loren Sweat, 45-year-old Joseph Leroy
Mobley Jr., and 53-year-old Juan
Rodriquez Guzman – entered pleas of
no contest in circuit court on Monday
morning, May 13, as part of negotiated
deals with the state.
Presiding Judge Dawn Caloca-

Johnson adjudicated all three men
guilty and sentenced each according to
the terms of their respective negotiated
plea agreements. 
Loren, charged with one count of

lewd and lascivious molestation,
received 12 years in prison, to be
followed by five years of sex-offender
probation. He was credited with 378
days for time served in jail.   
Mobley – charged with trafficking

in a controlled substance (he pleaded to
the lesser included of sale of a
controlled substance), along with lewd
and lascivious battery, lewd and
lascivious molestation and showing
obscene material to a minor – received
15 years. He was credited with 225
days for time served in jail.
And Guzman, charged with two

counts of sexual battery on a child
under age 12 by a defendant 18 years
or older, pleaded no contest to one
count and the state dropped the other.
Guzman was given three years in
prison, to be followed by five years of
sex-offender probation. He was
credited with 327 days for time served
in jail.   
Lewd or lascivious acts, one of

three primary categories of sexual
offenses in Florida, involve sex crimes
committed on a person younger than
sixteen.
A quick read of the three cases

might give the impression that either
these types of crimes are increasing, the

See PLEAS page 2A
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County officials are working with
their engineer on a plan to improve parts
of Gum Swamp Road, the idea being
eventually to pave it, if possible.
Gum Swamp Road is a dirt road in

the northeastern part of the county that
comes off the Ashville Highway and
largely travels through agricultural
lands. The idea, as engineer Josh Baxley
of Dewberry presented it to the Jefferson
County Commission recently, entails
acquiring funding from the Suwannee

River Water Management District's
(SRWMD) for partial improvements. 
Baxley said the funds would come

from the river cost-share program,
which the district created to assist local
governments and related agencies
accomplish projects that promote the
district's core mission of managing the
water supply, improving water quality
and providing flood protection.
The idea, Baxley said, was to use

the money to harden portions of the road
that are contributing siltation to the
nearby wetlands, thus qualifying the 

See GUM SWAMP ROAD page 3A

Improvements sought for 
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See B Section
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Happy Birthday today to Bradley Vollertsen!
Happy Anniversary today to Gloria and Ted

Nixon!
Monticello Homestead

Exchange will be held Saturday,
May 18 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at
Tractors Supply in Monticello, on
South Jefferson. Vendors will have
items for sale like farm related
items, fresh eggs, chickens, rabbits
and other farm animals. There will
also be homemade goods, plants
and more. Vendors are welcome to

set-up free of charge and there will be a raffle
drawing. For more information contact Coordinator
Roger Snider at (954) 253-5636.

Several organizations are teaming up to
provide affordable Home Adaptation Loan
Options (HALO) for disabled and elderly
homeowners in Florida. The non-profit Solar and
Energy Loan Fund (SELF), the Florida Alliance for
Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST), the
Florida Housing Coalition (FHC) and the National
Disability CDFI Coalition have joined forces to help
disabled homeowners and senior citizens complete
much-needed home renovations. The partnership
expands access to low-cost financing for home
adaptations, aging in place and assistive technologies.
New HALO loans help seniors, the disabled with
crucial home renovations. To learn more go to
flhousing.org or call (850) 878-4219. 

Join the 2020 Census Team by applying for a
job online at 2020census.gov/jobs. 2020 Census jobs
provide great pay, flexible hours, paid mileage and
paid training. For more information or help applying
call (855) JOB-2020.

Liberty Pastors Training Camp is holding a
summer meeting at the Governor’s Club, located
202 S. Adams St., in Tallahassee, on June 10. This
Monday meeting is free to the first 25 pastors to
register. The breakfast meeting begins at 8 a.m. and
the lunch meeting begins at 12 p.m. For more
information or to reserve contact Jenay or Joyce at
(321) 280-4290 or (877) 634-2279 or
joyce@reclaimingflorida.org. 

National HIV Testing Day is just around the
corner and the Department of Health Leon County
announces a community block party to commemorate
#NHTD. This year they have partnered with Chi
Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and Leola's Crab Shack to bring a fun-
filled, educational event to the area. The event will be
held on Saturday, June 29 from 12 to 4 p.m. at 710
W. Orange Ave. in Tallahassee, at Leola's Crab
Shack. Organizations are encouraged to participate as
vendors. This will provide an opportunity to deliver
resources and services to the community at-large. If
you are interested in setting up a table, go to
forms.gle/gPy2cSzc4HYLfvy56. Space is limited. For
questions or concerns, contact Kiara Dale, Minority
HIV/AIDS Coordinator/Area 2B at (850) 404-6219
or kiara.dale@flhealth.gov.

Debbie Snapp
Columnist
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reporting of them is increasing due to growing public
awareness, law enforcement is pursuing them more
aggressively, or a combination of the three factors. 

Not necessarily so, according to Assistant State
Attorney Andrew Deneen, who prosecuted the three
cases, as Assistant Public Defender Nina Moody
represented the three defendants. Deneen said that he
couldn't speak for the police or sheriff's departments
as to whether they were pursuing such crimes more
aggressively. He could say, however, that his office
wasn't putting any more emphasis than usual on them,
he said. 

Nor was he in a position to affirm or discount the
possibility that the Me Too Movement might be
raising awareness, he said. 

“We are seeing victims reporting crimes that
didn't report them before,” said Deneen, who has
been state prosecutor here nearly three years. 

In general, however, the numbers were what they
were, he said.

“I wouldn’t characterize this as an uptick,”

Deneen said of the three cases. “Criminal activity
seems to go in cycles. I'm not aware of any pattern
that we don't normally see.” 

A quick perusal of the court dockets for the last
year and a half – from November 2017 to this May –
appears to bear out his assessment. The dockets show
10 such cases during the 18-month period, with
several of the cases dating from 2015 and 2016.

“What was surprising to me was to have three
similar cases all pled out at the same time,” Deneen
said. “Such cases tend to last a long time and end up
in trial.”

The case of Norman Mosher underscores the
point. Charged with several counts of sexual battery
and sexual molestation on a child in December 2015,
Mosher's case lingered on the dockets until June
2018, when it finally came to trial and he was
convicted and sentenced to life. 

By comparison, the three cases resolved on

Monday were relatively new. Sweat was charged in
May 2018, Guzman in June 2018, and Mobley in
November 2018. 

Which shines the light on Moody. Is it possible
that she is expediting cases quicker?

Not at all, said Moody, who replaced longtime
Assistant Public Defender Davis Revell about three
months ago. Like Deneen, she found it unusual that
three similar cases would enter pleas in the same day,
she said, affirming that such cases typically take 10 to
18 months to resolve.   

As a rule, she said, she believes in resolving
cases and not having them languish. But she credited
the clearing of the three cases to Revell, who she said
had done all the up-front work. 

“Davis did the hard work,” Moody said. “They
just came ripe in my time and I harvested them. These
are tough, hard cases. They just happen to come to
fruition while I was at the helm.”

Story Courtesy of the 
U.S Attorney’s Office 

A federal grand jury has
returned a 47-count superseding
indictment, unsealed recently,
against suspended Tallahassee City
Commissioner Scott Charles
Maddox, 51, Tallahassee political
consultant Janice Paige Carter-
Smith, 54, and John Thomas
Burnette, 42, all of Tallahassee.

Assistant Attorney General
Brian A. Benczkowski of the
Justice Department’s Criminal
Division, U.S. Attorney Lawrence
Keefe of the Northern District of
Florida, Special Agent in Charge
Rachel Rojas of the FBI’s
Jacksonville Field Office and
Special Agent in Charge Mary
Hammond of the IRS Criminal
Investigation (CI) Tampa Field
Office made the announcement.

In December 2018, a federal
grand jury charged Maddox and
Carter-Smith in a 44-count
indictment for conspiring to
operate a racketeering enterprise
that engaged in acts of bank fraud,
extortion, honest-services fraud
and bribery. That indictment also
charged Maddox and Carter-Smith
with substantive counts of bank
fraud, false statements to financial
institutions, extortion, honest-
services fraud, use of interstate
facilities to facilitate bribery, false
statements to federal officers,
conspiracy to interfere with the
lawful function of the IRS, and
filing false tax returns. The
superseding indictment adds
Burnette as a defendant and
charges him with participating in
the racketeering conspiracy and
extortion, honest services mail
fraud, the use of facilities in
interstate commerce to facilitate
bribery, and making false
statements to federal officers.

Burnette’s initial appearance is
scheduled for today at 3 p.m., at
the United States
Courthouse in Tallahassee. The
trial of this case has been
scheduled for November 4, 2019.

The December 2018
indictment alleges that Maddox
and Carter-Smith conspired to
operate two companies,
Governance Inc. and Governance

Services LLC, as one entity they
referred to as “Governance.”
Governance was allegedly part of a
racketeering enterprise which
extorted money and accepted
bribes from Governance clients
under color of Maddox’s office and
through fear of the economic harm
which Maddox could inflict in his
position as an influential City
Commissioner.

Maddox allegedly agreed to
and voted on matters and exerted
influence on City employees to
take actions that benefitted the
businesses that paid Maddox and
Carter-Smith through Governance.
Additionally, Maddox and Carter-
Smith allegedly defrauded a bank
of more than $250,000 through two
fraudulent short sales of real
property, lied to federal agents
about Governance and other
matters, and violated federal tax
laws by conspiring to interfere with
the IRS and filing false tax returns.

The superseding indictment
adds charges that Burnette
participated with Maddox and
Carter-Smith in extorting
representatives of a company
seeking to develop properties in
Tallahassee to pay money to
Maddox through Governance in
exchange for Maddox’s assistance
as a public official in the proposed
projects.

Further, it is alleged that
Burnette arranged the logistics of
bribe payments of $10,000 per
month to Maddox through
Governance, and told the company
representatives that Maddox
wanted them to deal only with
Burnette.

Additionally, the superseding
indictment alleges that when
Maddox and Burnette traveled to
Las Vegas with the company
representatives paying for all
expenses, Maddox and Burnette
told the company representatives
about Maddox threatening to
destroy a former client’s business
deals if the former client did not
pay Maddox.

The superseding indictment
further alleges that at subsequent
meetings, when asked by company
representatives about stopping the
bribe payments to Maddox,
Burnette made various extortionate

statements to the representatives as
to what actions Maddox would
take to cause economic harm to the
company if they stopped making
the $10,000 monthly payments to
Maddox.

The superseding indictment
further alleges that Burnette made
false statements to the FBI
concerning the name of the firm
that Carter-Smith had, his
knowledge of the company making
payments to Maddox through
Governance, and the content of
conversations that Maddox had
with company representatives.

The investigation was
conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and the Internal
Revenue Service – Criminal
Investigation. The case is being
prosecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorneys Stephen M. Kunz, Gary
Milligan, and Andrew J. Grogan of
the Northern District of Florida and
Trial Attorneys Simon J. Cataldo
and Peter M. Nothstein of the
Department of Justice, Criminal
Division’s Public Integrity Section.

The maximum terms of
imprisonment for the offenses

are as follows:
• 30 years: Bank Fraud, False

Statements to a Financial
Institution

• 20 years: Racketeering
Conspiracy, Extortion, and Honest
Services Fraud

• 5 years: Use of Interstate
Facilities in Furtherance of
Bribery, Making False Statements
to a Federal Officer, Conspiracy to
Defraud the United States

• 3 years: False Statement on a
Tax Return

An indictment is merely an
allegation by a grand jury that a
defendant has committed a
violation of federal criminal law
and is not evidence of guilt. All
defendants are presumed innocent
and entitled to a fair trial, during
which it will be the government’s
burden to prove guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

The United States Attorney’s
Office for the Northern District of
Florida is one of 94 offices that
serve as the nation’s principal
litigators under the direction of the
Attorney General.

Tallahassee City Commissioner
and political consultants 
face federal charges



From Page One
JEFFERSON COUNTY JOURNAL • FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019 • 3A

TOLL ROADS
from page 1
and the Suncoast Connector, which
would extend from Citrus to
Jefferson County and on to Georgia.

The groups opposing the
proposed road expansion argue that
the enterprise would be extremely
expensive, with the funding expected
to grow from $45 million in the next
fiscal year, to $90 million in the
2020-21 fiscal year, to about $135
million in the following fiscal year,
and then become a recurring
expenditure of $140 million
annually, starting with the 2022-23
fiscal year. 

“And that's just for the
planning,” states the letter that the
75 organizations sent legislators and
the governor. “Billions will be
bonded to actually build hundreds of
miles of limited access highways.
Florida will be paying off the debt
for more than a generation instead of
funding education, healthcare or
needed infrastructure for wastewater,
drinking water, and the roads and
bridges we already have.” 

Moreover, according to the
organizations, the road projects will
spawn urban sprawl and lead to the
degradation, if not the devastation,
of habitat for endangered and
threatened Florida species. Never
mind that the roads will destroy
wetlands, forests, springs and aquifer
recharge areas from the Florida Bay
to the Georgia boarder, the groups
argue. 

The letter cites the findings of
the Interstate 75 Relief Task Force of
the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), which in
2016 recommended that “rather than
new roads, a better approach was
expanding the vehicle capacity of the
interstate and connecting highways.”

The letter further cites the

American Society of Civil
Engineers' 2016 Report Card, which
noted that “only two percent of
Floridians commuted to work via
public transit and that what Florida
needed was to develop and connect
its transit networks with an
additional $1.3 billion investment.”

The groups finally argue that
road building is not a sustainable
economic development strategy for
rural small towns, as the new roads
will divert traffic away from
established communities on existing
roads, harming their economies.  

“We urge you to spend Florida
taxpayers' dollars wisely and reject
the toll roads,” the letter concludes. 

As reported in the Tampa Bay
Times, Galvano has never contented
that the extension of the Suncoast
from its current terminus in Citrus
County would ease traffic problems
or improve hurricane evacuation
times. Rather, his argument has been
“strictly economic,” saying that the
roads will spur economic
development. The legislation,
besides providing money for the
three roads, additionally includes
funding for water, sewer and
broadband internet access –
generally viewed as “the building
blocks of any massive
development.”  

“I believe it's a good idea,”
Galvano, a lawyer whose district
includes Manatee and part of
Hillsborough County, is quoted
saying in the Tampa Bay Times. “We
need access to our rural
communities. We need to improve
access so prosperity can return
there.”

As Senate President, he assigned
the task of working out the funding
and time schedules for the toll roads
to Senate Transportation Committee
chairman Tom Lee, a fellow

Republican and home builder who
also represents part of Hillsborough,
as well as part of Pasco and Polk
counties.

The legislation does not define
the exact routes of the three roads,
nor does it guarantee that all three
will be built. Nonetheless,
proponents and opponents of the
projects are already lining up on
either side of the proposal, which is
viewed as Florida's toll roads’ largest
expansion in more than 50 years. 

The project's supporters so far
include road and home builders,
engineers, and trade groups such as
the Florida Chamber of Commerce,
Florida Transportation and Builders
Association, and Florida Trucking
Association. 

“We need to plan smart and
work fast to keep up with Florida's
growth or risk becoming like
California,” Mark Wilson, president
and CEO of the Florida Chamber of
Commerce, is quoted saying in a
prepared statement. 

The legislation instructs the
FDOT to convene a task force for
each of the three roads to do
analyses, environmental and land-
use impacts, and any other pertinent
impacts that the corridors may pose.
The task forces are to be composed
of various stakeholders, including
state and local officials and “a
representative from an
environmental group.” 

Each task force must submit a
written report by Oct. 1, 2020, with
construction projected to begin “no
later than Dec. 31, 2022,” and the
roads to be open to traffic “no later
than Dec. 31, 2030.”

That said, the FDOT, whose
head reports directly to the governor,
will largely control the project had
have a final say over its fate. The
agency is also under no obligation to

follow the recommendations of the
task forces that it forms. 

Insofar as Jefferson County,
local officials have yet to voice any
opinion on the project. One thing
that is sure to interest them,
however, is a component of the
legislation that sets increased
funding for road improvement
programs that the county regularly
uses. Per the legislation, starting in
Fiscal Year 2022-23, $10 million
annually will be authorized for the
Small County Road Assistance
Program (SCRAP), $10 million
annually will go to the Small County
Outreach Program (SCOP), and $10
million annually will go to the
Transportation Disadvantaged (TD)
Program. 

To date, Jefferson County has
received more than $40 million in
road improvement funding from
these programs since 2000.   

One local entity that is
expressing concern about the
proposed project is the Tall Timbers
Research & Land Conservancy (TT),
which owns the Dixie Plantation in
the northeastern part of Jefferson
County.

Among TT's stated concerns is
that the Suncoast Connector, if it
traverses Jefferson County, “will
fragment farms, rural lands, and vital
wildlife habitat.”

“These highways will encourage
costly sprawling growth that will
route traffic away from our rural
communities on existing roads,” a
TT memo states. “They will divert
tax dollars away from other critical
needs, including the recovery from
Hurricane Michael and providing
adequate funding for land
conservation, as directed by Florida
voters who overwhelmingly
supported Amendment 1 in 2014.”

RESTITUTION
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community.

“I don't think we should allow it to be that
easy, to just give a slap on the hand,” said
Washington.

Present at the meeting was Andrew Deneen,
the State Attorney's Office's Chief Felony Division
Prosecutor for Jefferson County, who offered to
provide the board members with an update on the
status of the case.

According to Deneen, all five juveniles had
been arrested through a warrant process and are
being tried in juvenile court.

As for monetary restitution, Deneen advised
the board that restitution in juvenile cases is a
“complicated issue.”

“In order for the court to order a juvenile to
pay restitution, the court has to find either, a) the
juvenile himself or herself has the ability to pay or
b) if that is not true, that they cannot pay, they look
to the parent for their ability to pay,” said Deneen.
“It becomes kind of a complicated process. There
will be a hearing in the court to determine the
financial abilities of these parties to pay anything.”

Further, Deneen informed the board that
Florida Statute concerning juvenile cases is “very
specific to point out” that the court cannot order a
restitution amount that is considered unreasonable
for a juvenile to pay – which $30,000 may likely
fall into.

“If we are indeed talking about something
around $30,000, $40,000 or $50,000, I think it
would be highly likely that the court will determine
that a juvenile is not going to have the ability to
pay that,” added Deneen.

In addition, Deneen said, when working

juvenile cases, the court usually has until the
juvenile's 19th birthday to try and get restitution
from them before losing the opportunity – which
even then, Deneen said, would be a “slow process
if money even came in.”

Board members then asked Deneen if the
Monticello News “erred in judgment” by
publishing the names and photos of the juveniles.

Deneen said that he could not make comment
on the actions of the Monticello News, but did
advise that the law for disclosure allowed news
media to release juvenile names and photos when
“the charge they are facing would be a felony for
an adult.”

After Deneen's advisory, Chairperson
Washington addressed a concern that she had
expressed at prior meetings, mainly that the break-
in and vandalism had taken place after the school
board had agreed to lease the school campus to the
11th Episcopal District for a dollar a year.

The decision had been fiercely contended by
members of the community who felt as though the
school district should pursue more financially
beneficial lease options for the JES campus.

“The most ironic thing about this situation is
that no vandalism was done until this board voted
to lease the building to the church,” stated
Washington. “That's the most ironic thing. All this
time, it was there, but when the votes came through
to do that, it was after the fact. That's irony to me.”

Washington also repeated her early belief that a
lessened punishment for the vandalism might cause
the youth to feel as though they could get away
with similar acts in the future.

“I would be surprised if five kids in the
community were aware that the building was going
towards being leased by a church,” suggested

Deneen. “The timing, obviously, is terrible as
unfortunately y'all were trying to get that place
occupied so these kinds of things don't happen as
frequently.”

A recommendation from a citizen audience
member asked if the school district and 11th

Episcopal District would consider accepting
community service hours that could be spent
repairing the JES damage, in lieu of monetary
reimbursement.

“We're not just going to settle for community
service, I can tell you that now,” stated
Washington, adding that 'settling' for community
service hours was “not a good idea.”

Washington again brought up her concerns
pertaining to the timing of the break-in and how it
coincided with the vote to give the 11th Episcopal
District the lease, calling the children's reasoning
for breaking into the school building a “question
that has not been answered.”

“If they [the children] are questioned closely
enough, they will probably tell you why they did
it,”  stated Washington. “It only happened after we
agreed to lease this building to [the 11th Episcopal
District], and now you're going to slap them on the
wrist and tell them 'oh, it's ok'?”

As the court process is still being handled by
the state justice system, and, as Deneen reminded
board members, “the wheels of justice turn
slowly,” Deneen agreed to return to the June
meeting of the Jefferson County School Board and
provide another update and as much information as
he is legally allowed to provide into the case.

The June meeting will be held on Monday,
June 10 at 6 p.m., in the Jefferson County School
District office, located at 1490 W. Washington St.,
in Monticello.

GUM SWAMP ROAD
from page 1
work as a water quality improvement
project for the sake of the grant.

“The SRWMD informed us that
we would be best served if we limited
the request to $100,000 or less, as it
only has $1 million to go around,”
Baxley said.

He said that he and County

Coordinator Parrish Barwick had
ridden the road and identified a few of
the more severely damaged spots.
They had also, he said, discussed
asking the SRWMD for $100,000 and
using the money to put down six
inches of lime-rock on three of the
road's worst sections.   

“What we're looking to do is an
18-foot wide, six-inch lime-rock road

with a six-foot ditch or swale that we
can claim as water quality treatment,”
Baxley said. “Certainly, with $100,000
we can do a 1.4-mile stretch that is the
most severe of the three areas.”

The thinking, he said, was
ultimately to create a master plan that
could be submitted to the SRWMD to
show that the county intended to
address a different section of the road

each year. 
“In the future, if we wanted to

pave the road, we would have the base
there to do it,” Baxley said.       

Commissioner Stephen Fulford
agreed that the project was worth
pursuing. As it was, he said, the
county was currently engaged in pretty
intense operations to maintain the
road.



May 17-18
Monticello Opera House
dinner theater show Wheel
of Murder will be held on
Friday and Saturday with
dinner and show beginning
at 7 p.m. Carrie Ann & Co.
will cater the meal. Tickets
must be purchased by the
Wednesday before the
weekend of performances
by calling (850) 997-4242 or
monticellooperahouse.org.

May 18
Howard Academy High
School Alumni Association
will meet at 10 a.m. on the
third Saturday at the Public
Library. Your support is
needed and appreciated. For
more information contact
vivian.royster@ yahoo.com.

May 18
Youth are invited to join
Assistant Librarian Terez

Washington at the
Jefferson County
Public Library for a
Balloon Rocket
Maker Space
session. At the
Maker Space
session, kids will
learn how to build
and race balloon
rockets and there
will be prizes and
pizza. The session
starts at 1 p.m.

May 18
Eastside
Neighborhood
Association meets
at 11 a.m. on the
third Saturday at the
Public Library to
address
observations and to
offer
recommendations
for neighborhood

revitalization and overall
enhancement of the
'Roostertown' neighborhood.
Your reliable involvement
and support are requested.
For more information
contact vivian.royster
@yahoo.com.

May 19
Mt. Pleasant AME Church
Pastor Eric D. Grayer and
the congregation will present
the Family & Friends Day
Program at Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church,
1003 W. Clark St. in Quincy,
Fla., at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday,
where Moderator Rev.
Nathaniel Trumpet is pastor. 

May 19
Casa Bianca Missionary
Baptist Church will celebrate
its Deacons, Mothers,
Deaconess and Missions
Anniversary on Sunday at 3
p.m. Speaker for this
occasion will be Rev. James
B. Duval, pastor of
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church. Should you
have questions or concerns
contact Mother Burnette
Thompson at (850) 997-
4484 or (850) 545-7620.
Rev. Tobbie Berrian III,
church pastor and teacher.
Sis. Burnette Thompson,
program coordinator.

debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com OR (850) 997-3568
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Dustin Wayne Brown
Dustin Wayne Brown, 28, of Panama City, Fla.,

died on May 10, 2019. 
He was born on Oct. 29, 1990, in West Palm

Beach, Fla.,and was the son of Angie Williams Skiver
and Chad A. Brown. 
Brown attended schools in West Palm Beach,

Panama City, Fla. and Tallahassee, Fla., which is where
he finished high school in 2008. He played sports in
school and loved to play the guitar. He was a member
of Life Church in Wellington, Fla., and was a devout
Christian who loved working in the church. 
He is survived by his parents; his brothers, Derrick

and Dalton Brown; stepfather, Witt Skiver; and
stepmother, Michelle Brown. He also leaves behind his
maternal grandmother, Wanda Williams Seay; paternal
grandparents, Kennon and Nancy Brown; uncles, Greg
Williams (Kim) and Mike Williams (Marylou); aunts,
Teresa Brown Jakubek (Mark) and Melinda Brown
Lampitt (Mark); cousins: Brian, Brittney, Tyler, and
Zack Williams, KC, Peiton and Alex Lampitt; his
dearest friend, Adriana Stephen-Strayhorn; his step
grandmother, Marcia Winchester Marwede; and
numerous other relatives and friends. 
He was preceded in death by his maternal

grandfather, Earl Wayne Williams.
A celebration of his life will be held at 3 p.m. on

Friday, May 17, at Celebration Baptist Church in
Tallahassee, with Pastor Doug Bedgood officiating. The
family received visitors at Beggs Funeral Home,
located on Apalachee Parkway in Tallahassee, from 6 to
8 on Thursday evening, May 16.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider

donations to Life Church, 3061 State Road 7,
Wellington, Fla. 33449, in Dustin’s memory. Funeral
arrangements are being handled by the Beggs Funeral
Home of Tallahassee.

Deane Ray Bowling
passed away peacefully
May 12, 2019, in
Tallahassee, Fla. He is
survived by his loving
wife of 42 years, Pam.

Deane was preceded
in death by his parents,
and his five siblings. 

Deane, a long-time
resident of Monticello,

was born in Marietta, Ohio. A life that began on
Mother’s Day, May 9, 1949, and came to pass on
Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019.
As a young boy he moved to Oak Hill, W.Va., and

lived there until he enlisted in the Army. He flew in a

helicopter doing radio direction finding for Army
Intelligence and completed two tours in Vietnam and a
third tour in Thailand.
He returned home a veteran, and met his future

bride, Pam, on a blind date. They were married on
December 19, 1976, at a farm in West Virginia. Pam
and Deane settled in Florida and built a life of
adventure and kindness together.
Deane became a residential building contractor in

the 1980s. A profession that he loved with great
passion, and he continued until his retirement. 
Deane had a love for the nature, and enjoyed

developing and nurturing their backyard farm with
horticulture and raising farm animals. Together they
conducted gardening classes for five years sponsored
by FAMU.

Deane and Pam enjoyed most of their lives together
in the great outdoors, spending time in their garden,
returning to the hills and trails of West Virginia, and
touring many different countries around the world.
Friends of Deane and Pam are invited to the

celebration of Deane’s life on Sunday, May 26, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. (there will be a private funeral service
and burial, held on a different date).
Pam would love for you to join her in remembering

the many good times, the adventures they shared, and
the friends they met along their journey together by
sharing stories and memories during the celebration.
The afternoon will include a toast to our beloved

friend and husband.
For location and details for the celebration of

Deane’s life, please contact Pam at (850) 566-0580.

Deane Ray Bowling

Annette Denise Campbell
Annette Denise Campbell, 48, passed at

home on Sunday, May 12, 2019. 
Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m.,

on Saturday, May 18, at Mt. Morilla M.B.
Church, with burial in the church cemetery.
Viewing will be from 3 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
May 17, at Greater Fellowship M.B. Church,
located at 690 Cypress St., in Monticello. 

Mrs. Campbell was a devoted
homemaker. Cherishing her love are her

husband, Arthur L. Campbell; daughters, Aulicia and Arishia Campbell;
son, Amari Campbell; mother, Ethel Boone Wallace; sisters, Deborah
(Richard) Bennett, Brenda (Sammie) Howard, Julia (Randy) McDaniel,
Gwendolyn and Sarah Campbell, Mary Parker and Angela (Michael)
Shaw; brothers, Clifford (Dorothy) and Calvin Owens, Eddie and
Tymothy Campbell; and a host of other relatives and friends. 



Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Essay Writing Contest
Deadline: May 17

Sponsored by Capital City Bank, this scholarship
provides Jefferson County students with funding at the
college or trade school of the student’s choosing.

The topic of this year's essay contest
will be “What Does Jefferson County
Mean To Me?”

The essay contest is open to
current high school juniors or seniors
who are working towards obtaining
a diploma; students must have a
GPA of 2.0 or above to submit an
entry. Homeschool, public
school or private school
students are all eligible.

Essay judging will be based
on originality, quality and style
of writing, grammar and
spelling and accuracy of
information.

Besides the essay,
student submitters are
required to provide an
application form, a current
photo, and a high school
transcript.

Essay applications may be picked up at the
Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce or
at Capital City Bank.

Essays must be completed and delivered (either by
hand or through the mail) to the chamber of commerce
no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, May 17.

The first place winner of the essay contest will
receive a $500 scholarship, with second place receiving a
$300 scholarship and third place receiving a $200
scholarship.

The essay contest's scholarship funds may be used
for tuition, books or fees.

For more information, visit monticellojeffersonfl.
com/essay-writing-scholarship-watermelon-festival.

Baby Photo Contest
Deadline: May 20

Calling all moms, dads, doting aunties and uncles or
grandparents: the Watermelon Festival's Baby Photo
Contest will be returning for the 2019 festival.

Join in the fun by participating in this year's event
that draws a crowd when the photos of all the beautiful
children in our town are put on display; photos that are
submitted will be on display at a select downtown
storefront.

All contestants must be Jefferson County residents;
the contest is open to photography subjects who are
between the ages of newborn to five years old.

While photos don't have to be watermelon themed, it
is strongly encouraged.

Not a professional photographer? No worries! This
contest is for fun and is not a professional photo contest.

Photo judging will be based on which photo appeals
to the judges and showcases the individual child, the
festival and Jefferson County's community, rather than
the quality and clarity of the photo.

All photos must be completed and delivered to the
Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce
(along with the entry application and $10 entry fee) no
later than 5 p.m. on Monday, May 20.

Photo contest winners will be announced on June 7
at the festival's Kickoff Dinner, and the parents of
winning baby photos will be responsible for organizing
and decorating a float for the parade, held on Saturday,
June 15.

Entry forms can be picked up from the chamber of
commerce, or downloaded from
monticellojeffersonfl.com/watermelonfestival.

Dog Photo Contest
Deadline: May 20

Want to give your fur-baby a summery spotlight?
Snap a photo and send in your pet's picture to the
Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce for
the second annual Dog Photo Contest.

This event was so popular last year, that the festival's
organizers decided to bring it back for a second year!

Download and complete the contest application and
submit it to Monticello's downtown shop Soulshine
Vintage, along with your favorite 5×7 dog photo.

Soulshine Vintage is located at 195 N. Jefferson St.,
in Monticello, only a short walk north of the Courthouse
Circle.

Photo contest applications can be downloaded from
monticellojeffersonfl.com/watermelonfestival.

The entry fee for this contest is $5, and an additional
$5 fee will enter your pet's picture into the Best Overall
Watermelon Theme category.

All photos and applications must be delivered to
Soulshine Vintage no later than 5 p.m. on Monday, May
20.

Winners for the photo contest will be announced on
June 14 at 6:30 p.m., during the Ultimate Air Dog Show.

Watermelon Bed Race
Deadline: June 3

Prep your bed and polish your racing technique – the
Watermelon Festival Bed Race will be returning this
year, with new features and cash prizes!

The top competing team will claim this year's title as
the bed racing champions if they can run the fastest, hula

hoop skillfully and then cross the finish line before their
competition.

This is a great opportunity for local businesses,
youth groups, civic clubs, churches, and first responders
to compete against one another.

Each team will build and decorate their own bed,
with two team members pushing the bed to the finish
line.

This year, Jefferson County teens are challenged to
join the adults in building, decorating, and running for
the Bed Racer title.

Awards will be presented for the fastest team in
the Adult Group (age 18 and over) and the Teen
Group (13-17) and for the Best Dressed Bed in
each group.

The race will begin at 6:30 p.m., on Friday,
June 7 on Mulberry Street; teams are asked to
arrive early.

All beds must be structurally sound,
padded, secure and decorated.

No motors or engines are
allowed.

In order to enter
your team, a $25
entry fee must be
submitted to the
Chamber of
Commerce before
the June 3
deadline.

The race winner will receive a $25 cash award and
custody of the Bragging Rights Traveling Trophy, and
the Best-Dressed Bed Winner will receive an additional
$25 cash prize.

Be a vendor
Deadline: May 31

Do you make soups? Sell Avon? Are you a
BBQ chef? Are you a local craftsman or
woman and want to sell your specially made
items at the 69th annual Watermelon
Festival?

The Monticello-Jefferson County
Chamber of Commerce has opened up
applications for vendors.

This event regularly draws
between 5,000 and 7,000 people a year
to Monticello, so this opportunity
could be exactly what your
business needs to be
spotlighted and find new
consumers.

All commercial and
non-profit vendor
applications must be
submitted to the
Chamber of Commerce
no later than end of day
on Friday, May 31 –
although the deadline
may be moved up if all
available vendor slots are
filled.

Food vendor applications must be received no later
than Friday, June 7.

The fee for commercial vendors will be $85 for a 12
x12 booth spot, although additional spaces may be
purchased.

The fee for food vendors will also be $85, although

food booths will be given a 12 x 15 space.
Non-profit vendors will be charged a fee of $50 for a

12 x 12 booth. Non-profits will be required to submit
documentation along with their vendor application.

Space assignments are determined on a first come,
first paid basis.

Vendors will be responsible for providing their own
tables, chairs, and all other materials.

All vendors must set up on Friday, June 14, prior to
the weekend festival; no set ups will be allowed on
Saturday, June 15.

Electricity is not available, but vendors are permitted
to bring their own quiet generators.

For more questions about vendor responsibilities,
applications and information, contact Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Katrina Richardson at
info@monticellojeffersonfl.com or (850) 997-5552.

The Watermelon Festival Parade
Deadline: May 31

Show off your Jefferson County pride!
The parade is a cultivation of the businesses,

churches, communities, history and culture of Jefferson
County; as the limelight of the festival activities, the
Watermelon Parade draws people of all ages and walks
of life together to celebrate our hometown.

Show off your slice of Jefferson County by getting
together with friends, family or co-workers to decorate a
float this year.

The Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of
Commerce encourages anyone interested in being part of
the fun to enter the parade.

Individuals, small businesses, non-profit
organizations, religious groups, and more are welcome.

The theme for this year's parade is “Our Town.”
Float designers are encouraged to think of the

courthouse, opera house, museums, or historical
downtown homes as they seek to decorate and plan
their floats– anything that celebrates our town
and its landmarks, culture, history, and more.

Prizes will be awarded to the Best
Merchant float, the Best Civic or Group
float, the Most Unusual float, and the float
with the Best Theme. Awards will also be
given for Spirit and Best in Show. 

The Best in Show winner will
receive $100 and winners of other
categories will receive $40.

The parade commences at 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 15. All
decorated units and floats must
be in their assigned positions
by 9 a.m. for judging to
begin.

Parade applications and
entry fees must be received
no later than Friday, May 31.

Entry fees are: $10 for
individuals, livestock,
religious, sports teams or 501-
3(c) non-profits; $20 for
political, child care

organizations, small businesses, or other non-profit
organizations; and $30 for corporations, businesses, and
other area festivals.

For rules, application requirements and more,
contact the Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of
Commerce at info@monticellojeffersonfl.com or (850)
997-5552.
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Community News
69th Annual Watermelon Festival is coming

Deadlines approaching – register today!
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Alabama abortion ban bill 
igniting legal, political battles

Kim Chandler 
Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(AP) — Alabama lawmakers'
vote to outlaw almost all
abortions in the state is
igniting a legal and political
battle over what would be the
most restrictive law in the
country as conservatives aim
to challenge the Supreme
Court's 1973 decision that
legalized abortion nationwide.

The legislation that would
make performing an abortion
at any stage of pregnancy,
with almost no exceptions, a
felony, is now in the hands of
the governor, who will decide
whether to sign it into law. 

Even supporters anticipate
that, if enacted, courts would
block the legislation from
taking effect as abortion
opponents play a long-game
legal strategy to try to give
states control over abortion
access.

On Wednesday morning,
abortion rights advocates
urged Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey
to reject the bill and vowed
swift legal action if it is
enacted.

"We are laser-focused on
urging Gov. Kay Ivey to veto
this dangerous bill. If she
chooses not to, then we will
take this to court and ensure
that abortion remains safe and
legal and accessible in the
state of Alabama," said Staci
Fox, president and CEO of
Planned Parenthood Southeast.

In Alabama and other
conservative states, anti-
abortion politicians and
activists emboldened by the
addition of conservative

justices to the U.S. Supreme
Court hope to ignite legal
fights and eventually overturn
the landmark Roe v. Wade
decision, putting an end to the
constitutional right to
abortion.

Ivey has not commented
on the bill passed Tuesday
night, but the Republican
fixture in Alabama has long
identified as anti-abortion and
the bill's sponsor, Rep. Terri
Collins, said she expects her to
sign the legislation.

"Roe v. Wade has ended
the lives of millions of
children," Republican Sen.
Clyde Chambliss, who
shepherded the bill in the
Alabama Senate, said in a
statement. "While we cannot
undo the damage that decades
of legal precedence under Roe
have caused, this bill has the
opportunity to save the lives of
millions of unborn children."

Democrats criticized the
bill as a mixture of political
grandstanding and a waste of
taxpayer dollars. Although the
bill's sponsor is a woman, they
noted that the Senate
Republican majority that
approved the bill consists
entirely of men.

"The state of Alabama
ought to be ashamed of
herself. You ought to be
ashamed. Go look in the
mirror," Sen. Bobby Singleton
said. "Women in this state
didn't deserve this. This is all
about political grandstanding."

Kentucky, Mississippi,
Ohio and Georgia recently
have approved bans on
abortion once a fetal heartbeat
is detected, which can occur in
about the sixth week of

pregnancy. The Alabama bill
goes further by seeking to ban
abortion outright.

The bill would make
performing an abortion a
felony punishable by up to 99
years or life in prison for the
abortion provider. The only
exception would be when the
woman's health is at serious
risk. Under the bill, women
seeking or undergoing
abortions wouldn't be
punished.

Alabama senators rejected
an attempt to add an exception
for rape and incest. The
amendment was voted down
21-11, with four Republicans
joining Democrats in seeking
the amendment.

Supporters had argued that
exceptions would weaken their
hope of creating a vehicle to
challenge Roe v. Wade. Bill
sponsor Collins said the
legislation isn't meant to be a
long-term measure— just a
means to challenge Roe —
and lawmakers could add a
rape exception if states regain
control of abortion access.

"It's to address the issue

that Roe. v. Wade was decided
on: Is that baby in the womb a
person?" Collins said.

Democrats opposed to the
bill said the measure is too
extreme even in a
conservative-leaning state like
Alabama and said they hope
their GOP counterparts feel
the "wrath" of women at the
ballot box.

During debate, Singleton
pointed out and named rape
victims watching from the
Senate viewing gallery. He
said that under the ban,
doctors who perform abortions
could serve more prison time
than the women's rapists.

About 50 people rallied
outside the Statehouse during
the debate and chanted,
"Whose choice? Our choice."
Several women dressed as
characters from the The
Handmaid's Tale, which
depicts a dystopian future
where fertile women are
forced to breed.

Associated Press writer
Blake Paterson in
Montgomery, Ala., 
contributed to this report.

TALLAHASSEE,
Fla. (AP) — Floridians
will save on back-to-
school and hurricane sup-
plies under sales tax
holidays Republican
Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed into law.

DeSantis signed the
bill Wednesday at the an-
nual governor's hurricane
conference.

The sales tax holiday
for hurricane supplies
will run from May 31 to
June 6 on items such as
batteries, generators,
weather radios and fuel
cans.

The school supplies
sales tax holiday will be
from Aug. 2 to Aug. 6 for
items including clothes,
notebooks, backpacks
and shoes. Both tax holi-
days have cost limits on
certain items.

The new law also
provides several tax
breaks to help with Hur-
ricane Michael recovery,
such as building materi-
als, replacement fencing
and hurricane debris re-
moval. It also includes a
one-year property tax
break for farmers who
can no longer use their
land.

Mom runs inside burning home
to rescue kids; all three die

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Authorities say
a Florida woman ran back into her burning
apartment after realizing her two children
hadn't made it out. All three died in the
fire.

Hillsborough County Sheriff Chad
Chronister said during a Wednesday
morning news conference that the woman

and another adult living in the apartment
made it safely outside when she noticed
the children, ages 5 and 10, didn't make it
out.

The sheriff said running back to save
the children was a great "action of love"
displayed by the mother.

When firefighters arrived, flames

were already penetrating the roof, which
later collapsed.

The names of the victims weren't
immediately released.

Officials say at least 12 residents were
displaced by the fire, which damaged
eight apartments.

An investigation continues.

Florida to
get tax
holiday on
school,
hurricane
supplies

HOLLYWOOD, Fla.
(AP) — A South Florida
man faces animal cruelty
charges after authorities
found 29 caged animals
in a U-Haul with no
access to food or water.
Hollywood police and
animal control officers
rescued four dogs and 25
cats and kittens on
Saturday as temperatures
in South Florida
approached 90 degrees.

The SunSentinel
reports 47-year-old
Marlon Antonio Flores
told police that he rented
the U-Haul after being
evicted on March 31.

Hollywood police
spokeswoman Miranda
Grossman says Flores
was arrested on 87
charges including animal
cruelty and unlawful
confinement.

Police say some of
the animals were covered
in urine and feces. Two
of the dogs were in a
cage so small they
couldn't turn around.

Flores remains in jail
and records don't
indicate whether he has a
lawyer.

Florida
man 
arrested
after 29
animals
found
caged in
U-Haul

Judge: Florida newlywed lost
at sea declared dead

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) —
A judge has declared a missing Florida
newlywed dead, almost two years to the
day she disappeared while honeymooning
in the Bahamas.

The May 9 order declares that
Isabella Hellman, 41, is presumed dead at
sea.

Her husband Lewis Bennet, 42, faces
sentencing in his wife's death this month
after pleading guilty in November to
involuntary manslaughter. The plea
agreement caps his potential prison
sentence at eight years.

Bennet was found alone in a lifeboat

packed with provisions and $100,000
worth of stolen coins. He repeatedly
claimed he was asleep below deck and
discovered his wife missing when their
catamaran took on water on May 14,
2017. Authorities searched for Hellman
for four days, but never found her body.
The FBI said an inspection found that
holes in the hull were inflicted from the
inside, and hatches were opened in a
deliberate attempt to sink the boat.

Palm Beach County Circuit Court
Judge Scott Suskauer ordered the FBI to
give the keys to Hellman's condominium
in Delray Beach to an attorney

representing her parents so it can be sold,
the South Florida SunSentinel reported.
The condo is valued at $130,000 and her
bank accounts totaled $41,117. She had
$8,524 in credit card bills.

The judge also ordered that $18,000
be placed in a trust fund for their
daughter, Emelia. The child, who turns
three years old in July, now lives with
Bennett's parents in Scotland. The
remaining money will go toward debts
and defense attorney fees.

Bennett's sentencing is set for May 28
in Miami. He apologized to Hellman's
family in court in January, noting their



John Haughey
Watchdog.org

It took combative committee hearings and
marathon floor debates to overcome “third rail”
resistance to expanding Florida’s school choice
voucher program, but none of that rancor was evident
Thursday at a private Miami Gardens school where
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the hard-fought bill into
law.
“I personally believe, as a matter of philosophy,

that parents know what’s best for their kids,” DeSantis
said while flanked by Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nunez and bill
sponsor Sen. Manny Diaz, Jr., R-Miami, at William J.
Kirlew Junior Academy, a Seventh-day Adventist K-8
school with a predominantly African American student
body.
“What this will do, in one fell swoop,” he added, is

offer “opportunity for thousands and thousands of low-
income students.”
With that, DeSantis signed Diaz’s Senate Bill SB

7070 into law, creating the $130 million Family
Empowerment Scholarship, which will be offered to
18,000 students next fall.
The new school choice program prioritizes

students from families with incomes at 185 percent of
the federal poverty level – $47,637 annually for a
family of four – although students from families with
annual incomes at 300 percent of the federal poverty
level – $77,250 – would be eligible to attend a private
school.
The Family Empowerment Scholarship is among

the largest expansions of the state’s school choice
voucher program since it was envisioned in the 1990s
and implemented in 2001 as the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship (FTC) under former Gov. Jeb Bush.
Under the FTC, which allows corporations and

taxpayers to voluntarily contribute to non-profit
scholarship-funding organizations (SFOs), 100,512
Florida students received vouchers to attend 1,807
private schools this school year.
According to Step Up For Students, a non-profit

SFO created by the Legislature, two-thirds of
recipients are African American or Hispanic with an
average household income of $25,756. The federal
poverty guideline is $25,750 for a family of four.
Even before SB 7070, Florida’s FTC scholarship

was the nation’s largest school-choice program – but it
wasn’t big enough to meet demand.
In a recent “redfinED” blog hosted by Step Up, the

SFO explained “corporate contributions that receive
dollar-for-dollar state tax credits slowed this year,
producing a waiting list of 13,000 students. Unlike the
FTC, the new program would be funded with tax
dollars through the Florida Education Finance
Program, the operational formula for traditional public
schools.”
Using taxpayer dollars traditionally dedicated

exclusively to public schools was vigorously contested
as a “third rail” expansion by Democrats and public
school advocates, who argued a 2006 state Supreme
Court ruling makes it unconstitutional.
“Along with the majority of people in Florida, we

believe that public education is a fundamental good for
this state and for the nation as a whole,” Florida
Education Association (FEA) President Fedrick
Ingram said in a statement. “But our neighborhood
public schools are under attack – there’s no other way
to describe it.”
The FEA is calling on “allies of public education”

to attend a “summit” in Orlando on May 18 to discuss
how to deal with the new voucher program, as well as
with a bill already signed by DeSantis that allows
vetted, trained teachers to volunteer for the state’s
school armed “guardian” program.
“We see this summit as the start of something big,

a real grassroots movement that brings together many
disparate voices for our schools,” Ingram said. “If
public education is going to have a future in Florida,
it’s time for the people who care about our public
schools to step forward and take control of the
conversation.”
But there was no sign of brewing battles ahead

Thursday as DeSantis signed the new voucher program
into law, which Diaz said “will provide quality choices
for all students regardless of zip-code or socio-
economic status.”
Rep. James Bush, of Opa-locka, Fla., who

attended the signing, praised the program.
“I stand here today because this is the right stand

for our children,” he said. “This bill is not about public
versus private education.”
The bill-signing was lauded in celebratory tweets

and statements.
“Congratulations to @GovRonDeSantis on signing

a historic #EducationFreedom bill,” U.S. Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos tweeted. “Florida continues to
lead the country in providing students the opportunity
to find the right fit for their education!”

“Gov. DeSantis today cemented his commitment
to Florida’s hard-working families and their children
and furthered the state’s unparalleled legacy of
educational freedom,” Bush said in a statement. “The
new Family Empowerment Scholarships will ensure
many more students, especially those with limited
options, can access the quality education they
deserve.”
Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton,

thanked DeSantis for being “a strong advocate for
empowering all Florida parents to choose the

educational environment that is best for their children.
This comprehensive legislation expands choice options
for Florida parents, while at the same time supporting
teachers and principals in our neighborhood public
schools.”
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DeSantis signs school-choice bill, creating
Florida’s first tax-funded voucher program 

Photo Courtesy of Lynne Sladky of the Associated Press
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis (center) signs a bill during a ceremony at the William J. Kirlew Junior

Academy on Thursday, May 9, in Miami Gardens, FL.

FSU's Garnet & Gold
Scholar Society honors

new inductees
Article Courtesy of FSU News

Florida State University (FSU) welcomed 314
new inductees into its
prestigious Garnet & Gold
Scholar Society during a
special ceremony on
Thursday, April 25. And
Monticello's very own
Jermeika Rivera was
one of those

recognized. Her
academic major
is nursing.
Since 2010,

the Garnet &
Gold Scholar
Society has
encouraged
student

involvement and recognized undergraduate students
who excel within and beyond the classroom in at
least three of five areas including international
experience, internship, leadership, research and
service.
To become an inductee of the Garnet & Gold

Scholar Society, students must meet the
engagement area criteria and submit a synthesis
reflection project before graduation. Participants are
recognized during graduation and receive a
designation on their official university transcript,
both of which make the students more marketable
to potential employers or graduate programs.

Jermeika Rivera



8A • JEFFERSON COUNTY JOURNAL • FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019

John Wick: Chapter 3 – Parabellum
Rated R
Stars: Keanu Reeves, Halle Berry, Ian
McShane
Director: Chad Stahelski

John Wick broke the rules. Now
every bounty hunter and professional is
gunning to take him out. Can he survive?

NEW THIS WEEKr r

To submit questions to TV Critic Matt Roush, go to: tvinsider.com

Question: We are fascinated by the continued success of James Holzhauer on
Jeopardy! I've heard rumblings that he's ruining the game, or even that his
dominance is somehow boring. Do you think his approach will change the way
Jeopardy! is played, and is that a bad thing for my favorite quiz show?          –Dana

Matt Roush: For Jeopardy! to become a national obsession again in its 35th
season is remarkable, and so is the game play of Holzhauer. Just about everyone I
know (including my mom, who watches precious little TV anymore) is talking about
him, almost always admiringly. His bold approach to working the board from the
bottom in the first round, amassing a bank his opponents can rarely keep pace with
– and then going all in on Daily Doubles – is riveting. The opposite of boring, in
fact. Will this change the way the game is played going forward?

It's possible, although when things get back to "normal" once James' run is over
– and one of these nights he'll make a big wager, get stumped and not be able to
recover – we'll likely learn that very few can successfully adopt James' strategy.
There will always be players who try to shake things up, but there are just as many
who revere the game played traditionally. I'm just glad Jeopardy! has become must-
see-TV again, not that it has ever been anything else but that for me. 

A Dog's Journey
Rated PG
Stars: Dennis Quaid, Kathryn Prescott,
voice of Josh Gad
Director: Gail Mancuso

Bailey is back. He was always
Ethan's dog, but now it's his job to look
after Ethan's granddaughter CJ as she
grows up. No matter what, Bailey always
takes care of his people.

The Sun Is Also a Star
Rated PG-13
Stars: Yara Shahidi, Charles Melton, Jake
Choi
Director: Ry Russo-Young

As Natasha faces deportation, she
happens to meet Daniel, who saves her
life. What if the most special relationship
she ever formed happened when
tomorrow may never come?

Film and Television

Mickey Starling
ECB Publishing, Inc.

I always like to try out new shows
on TV and I enjoyed the first few
episodes of FOX's Proven Innocent.

The storyline follows Madeline
Scott ( Rachelle Lefevre) a lawyer,
who at 18, was falsely convicted and
imprisoned for the death of a friend.
She was prosecuted by the suspicious
character of Gore Bellows, played by
Kelsey Grammer, who is now often
the opposing counsel in many of her
cases. Scott specializes in wrongful
convictions, thus the title of the show.
The show has decent drama most of

the time, but recently they went so far
off of the grid of reason, that I would
recommend that Christian viewers find
more palatable programming to enjoy. 

This particular episode had Scott
defending a Muslim women accused
of having an abortion in secret,
resulting in the death of the baby. As it
turned out, she chose not to have an
abortion, but miscarried the child and
kept it a secret for a number of
reasons, mainly that she was an unwed
Muslim. During the case to prove her
innocence, abortion remained front
and center as the topic of conversation,
even though she didn't have one,
which I found odd. They barely

touched on the many good reasons she
could have had for keeping her child.
Furthermore, the judge presiding

over the case was portrayed as a right-
wing nut job who was bent on having
her convicted of murder, just because
she had considered an abortion. 

I shouldn't be surprised at any
Hollywood portrayal of the abortion
issue, because it is always short-
sighted and politically correct. The
fact that they used an issue that wasn't
based in abortion issues to hammer the
topic ad-nausea from a pro-choice
view was more than a little insulting.
To top it off, the show concludes

with Scott celebrating her eventual
victory by visiting an old lesbian
flame from her prison days. They
locked hands and lips in the final
scene, making sure that this would
indeed be my final scene, as well. 

This entire episode took shots at
basic Christian values and beliefs,
going the extra mile to portray
Christians as cruel bigots who are not
exactly the brightest bulbs in the box. 

I do forgive the show's producers,
for they “know not what they do.” 

To truly portray Christians
accurately, one must know Christ on a
personal level and it is clear that this
relationship is lacking from the
producers of Proven Innocent.

Mickey's Media Review

Is Jeopardy! better or worse off with Holzhauer?
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Emancipation
Day at the Knott
House Museum

Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc.

On Jan. 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which
declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the
rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free."

While that marked the end of slavery in Union
States, the war between states would not end until two
years later, in 1865.

Thus, two years after President Lincoln
announced the original proclamation and 11 days after
the end of the Civil War, on May 20, 1865,
emancipation of all enslaved persons was proclaimed
in the (formerly Confederate) State of Florida.

Because of this, Emancipation Day in Florida is
traditionally celebrated on May 20.

This year, the Museum of Florida History as well
as the John G. Riley Museum have announced an
Emancipation Day celebration on Monday, May 20, at
the historic Knott House Museum, located in
Tallahassee.

This free event will include live speeches, musical
performances and a dramatic reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation.

In addition to these important, historically
relevant events, a free lunch will be provided for
attendees.

The celebration will start at 2 p.m. and is
scheduled to last until 4 p.m.

Event hosts have also announced that there will be
free admission or special tours at several local
Tallahassee sites that have extreme cultural and
historical value to the lives of former African-
American Floridians.

Some of the historical sites will include the
Florida Historic Capitol Museum (400 S. Monroe St.),
the Goodwood Museum (1600 Miccosukee Rd.), the
John G. Riley Museum (419 E. Jefferson St.), the
Museum of Florida History (500 S. Bronough St.), the
Taylor House Museum of Historic Frenchtown (442
W. Georgia St.), as well as the Knott House Museum
itself (301 E. Park Ave.).

The building which is currently known as the
Knott House Museum was constructed in 1843 by
George Proctor, a free black builder.

After the end of the Civil War, the home was used
as temporary headquarters by Union Brigadier
General Edward M. McCook, during the Union's
occupation of Tallahassee.

It was Brigadier General McCook who, on May
20, 1865, publicly declared the Emancipation
Proclamation to be in effect in Florida.

The house would change hands in 1883, when a
prominent local physician, Dr. George Betton, bought
the house, and then again in 1928, when the Knott
family acquired the house and lived at the residence
until 1985.

William Knott served the State of Florida for
more than 40 years as tax auditor, comptroller, and
state treasurer; his wife Luella was a musician, a poet,
and an advocate for social causes.

After the death of the Knott's son Charlie in 1985,
the Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board became
the beneficiary of the home, and after extensive
renovations, the Knott House Museum opened to the
public in 1992.

For more information about the Emancipation
Day celebration or the Knott House Museum, contact
(850) 922-2459.

FREE SPEECHES, 
MUSIC AND DRAMATIC

READINGS

Making splashes at the

Ultimate Air Dog show

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

On Saturday, June 15, the
exciting canine water sport show,
Ultimate Airdogs, will be returning
to Monticello for a second year of
splash-filled performances during
this year's annual Watermelon
Festival.

A 20,000 gallon pool of water
will be set up behind the Rancho
Grande restaurant (located at 320 N.
Cherry St.), where local dogs and
owners can try their hand at making
splashes in this friendly competition.

The only requirements are that the
canine be at least six-months-old (proof
may be required if your dog looks
young) and that your pet already be an
above-average swimmer.

The Ultimate Air Dog event will
begin at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, June 14
with a check-in and practice sessions
and will continue at 6:30 p.m. for the
first Splash Competition of the weekend.

On Saturday, June 15, check-ins and practice sessions
will begin at 9:30 a.m., with the first Splash Competition
being held at 10:30 a.m.

Splashes and practice sessions will continue throughout
the day until the Final Competition at 4 p.m.

A Splash is two back-to-back jumps competition, with
the dog competing for the best scores and vying for a chance
to enter to win the Ultimate Air Dog's annual title. Each dog
will be put to the task of jumping into the pool (making a
“splash”), retrieving a toy, and bringing it back to the platform.

A Catch-It competition is similar to a Splash, except competing dogs must catch the toy before
they splash into the pool. Each dog will get two back-to-back chances to make their best catch, then
the distances are added together for the score. The dog must be able to catch the thrown object while
in mid-air, and the competition requires intense concentration and spot-on timing from the dog, as
well as strategy from the handler.

A Chase-It competition is a timed swim race that requires two handlers per dog: a handler to
hold the dog on the dock at the starting line, and a handler at the finish line, encouraging the dog.
This will not be a side-by-side race, as dogs will compete based on their final time completion –
each dog will be given two chances to make their best time.

A Fetch-It competition requires more
strength, endurance and skill of the
competing dogs than the other competitions.
In Fetch-It, a “bumper” is suspended four
feet above the water, and starting at a
minimum distance of 10 feet out; the dog
must knock the bumper out of it’s hold
within two attempts in order to move to the
next level. A dog stays in the competition
until he has missed three times and the dog
that knocks the bumper off at the furthest
distance, with the least amount of misses,
wins.

For $20 (pre-register cost) or $25 (on-
site cost), dog owners can sign their canines
up for all three of the Splash, Catch-It and
Chase-It competitions.

For $25 (pre-register cost) or $30 (on-
site cost), dog owners can sign their pet up
for the Fetch-It competition.

To learn more about or sponsor this
event, contact the Chamber of Commerce at
(850)-997-5552.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photos By Emerald G. Parsons, June 16, 2018



May 17, 1939
Bill Scruggs, president of the senior

class, entertained  his classmates with a
fish fry and dance.

Aucilla seniors have been
entertained with a hay ride by Edna Earle Reams and a
treasure hunt by Ella Mae Branton.

May 17, 1949
Christiana Hamilton received

word that her son, Jackie Hamilton has
been promoted to Staff Sergeant in the
Air Force.

May 17, 1959
Ground-breaking ceremonies for the

new post office occurred on May 15.
Congressman Bob Sikes was the
principal speaker for the occasion.

May 17, 1969
Donna Weingarden was the first

place winner in the Florida
Showmanship Contest held in Palmetto,
FL, last month.

Florida State University announced the students
from Jefferson who graduated this quarter. Those listed
are Thomas Waring Drawdy, Jr., David Stowers,
Larry Joe Teasley, Phyllis Jones Applegate and
Harriette Couver.

May 17, 1979
An unexpectedly large crowd of

30-35 people turned out at the
Woman’s Club in Lloyd to discuss
the idea of organizing a volunteer fire

department. According to Tim Barfield, the temporary
chairman, the proposal “just caught fire.”

Calvin Stubbins is this year’s Valedictorian at
Jefferson County High School, and Laurie Gleasman
is the Salutatorian.

Charles (Chris) Anderson, III, was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in History during
Huntingdon College’s annual commencement program
on Sunday, May 6, in Montgomery, Ala.

May 17, 1989
Monticello’s Thad Beshears was

among those honored at Marion Military
Institute’s Sports Banquet.

A check for $13,862 was presented
to county officials last week by Frank Zontek,
Administrative Forester, St. Marks National Wildlife
Refuge, for the upkeep of lands administered by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Manufacturers representative John Crumbley
presented the keys to the county’s new ambulance to
director Clyde Strickland. The new diesel-powered
vehicle was purchased through a 50/50 matching grant.

The results of the Florida Association of School
Administrators election became final this month. The
winner and new President-elect is Jefferson County
High School Principal Kelly Kilpatrick by a landslide.

Zandra Gilley, one of the three students

participating in today’s Dreamers and Doers
ceremonies, was awarded the 1989 Principal’s Award by
high school principal, Kelly Kilpatrick.

An unlucky Monticello resident ran out of gas on
SR-59 and left his vehicle on the side of the road so that
he could come back to it with fuel, only to find later a
criminal had slashed his tire and broken in, stealing
$200 worth of cassette tapes and tape holders.

Rider Barry Lane, aboard her mount “Asterix”,
cleared a hurdle of six feet, three inches to become the
only woman to perform as impressively at the Tampa
competition she participated in. She is a member of
Jefferson County’s Full Cry Farm, and will be
participating in future world-class competitions.

John LeMaster of Chipley, FL has set a new
Florida record by catching a 2-pound, 15.25-ounce
bluegill on Crystal Lake in Washington County.

Congressman Bill Grant announced today that he
has been appointed to the Committee on Agriculture.

After years of resisting having their meetings
documented with audio recordings, the County
Commission voted 3-2 to purchase recording
equipment for the commission chamber so they can start
recording their meetings on tape.

May 17, 1999
Kimberly Christie is the

Valedictorian of the Jefferson County
High School Class of 1999. She is the
daughter of Mary Lee and Charlie

Christie, Sr. The Salutatorian is Katavia Sloan, the
daughter of Joretha and Jimmy Sloan, Sr.

Pattie O’Sullivan Menard of Monticello recently
graduated with honors from Tallahassee Community
College.

Latanya Alisa Gallon, of Monticello, will receive
her Doctor of Dental Surgery Degree on May 22, from
Tennessee State University. 

Howard Middle School Boys and Girls Softball
teams were recognized at a meeting of the school board
for their undefeated seasons. Superintendent Bill
McRae presented plaques to Lady Bees Coach,
Patricia Joiner, in recognition for their 15-0 season.
Likewise, Alfreddie Hightower, HMS boys’ coach,
received a plaque for the boys 12-0 season.

Kalisha Merrill was recognized by JCHS Principal
Kelly Kilpatrick for scoring the county’s highest score
on the Florida Writes test, a perfect six.

May 12, 2009
Julie Clark, City Clerk/Treasurer of

the City of Monticello, has been
awarded the prestigious designation of
“Certified Municipal Clerk” from the

International Institute of Municipal Clerks for achieving
its high educational, experience and service
requirements.

Navy Seaman William Noble, son of William and
Ruby Noble of Monticello, recently completed a six-
month deployment to the Mediterranean Sea, Arabian
Gulf and Adriatic Sea while assigned to the aircraft
carrier USS Enterprise, home ported in Norfolk, VA.

Becky Murphy, girls basketball star, received a
$20,000 scholarship to play at Pensacola College. Her
parents are Luke and Annie Mae Murphy.

The Monticello Phlockers donated $300 to the
Jefferson County Humane Society after a fundraising
event at the Brick House Eatery.

George Herman "Babe" Ruth Jr.
(Feb. 6, 1895 – Aug. 16, 1948) was an
American professional baseball player
whose career in Major League Baseball
(MLB) spanned 22 seasons, from 1914
through 1935. Nicknamed "The
Bambino" and "The Sultan of Swat",
he began his MLB career as a stellar
left-handed pitcher for the Boston Red
Sox, but achieved his greatest fame as
a slugging outfielder for the New York
Yankees. Ruth established many MLB
batting (and some pitching) records,
including career home runs (714), runs
batted in (RBIs) (2,213), bases on balls
(2,062), slugging percentage (.690),
and on-base plus slugging (OPS)
(1.164); the latter still stands as of
2019. Ruth is regarded as one of the
greatest sports heroes in American
culture and is considered by many to
be the greatest baseball player of all
time. In 1936, Ruth was elected into
the Baseball Hall of Fame as one of its
"first five" inaugural members. 

Ruth's legendary power and
charismatic personality made him a 

larger-than-life figure
during the Roaring
Twenties. During his career,
he was the target of intense
press and public attention for
his baseball exploits and
off-field penchants for
drinking and
womanizing. His often
reckless lifestyle was
tempered by his willingness to do good
by visiting children at hospitals and
orphanages. Ruth made many public
appearances, especially in support of
American efforts in World War II.
Ruth remains a part of American
culture and in 2018, President Donald
Trump posthumously awarded him the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

During 1946 doctors had
cautioned Ruth to take better care of
his health, and he grudgingly followed
their advice, limiting his drinking and
not going on a proposed trip to support
the troops in the South Pacific. Later
that same year, Ruth began
experiencing severe pain over his left

eye and had difficulty swallowing. In
November 1946, Ruth entered French
Hospital in New York for tests, which
revealed that he had an inoperable
malignant tumor at the base of his skull
and in his neck. 

His health continued to deteriorate
despite developments in chemotherapy
although for a short time during the
summer of 1947, Ruth showed
dramatic improvement. So much so
that his case was presented by his
doctors at a scientific meeting,
without using his name. He was
able to travel around the country,

doing promotional work
for the Ford Motor
Company on American

Legion Baseball. 
The improvement was only a

temporary remission, and by late 1947,
Ruth was unable to help with the
writing of his autobiography, The Babe
Ruth Story, which was almost entirely
ghostwritten.

On Aug. 16, 1948, at 8:01 p.m.,
Ruth died in his sleep at the age of 53.
His open casket was placed on display
in the rotunda of Yankee Stadium,
where it remained for two days; 77,000
people filed past to pay him tribute. His
funeral mass took place at St. Patrick's
Cathedral; a crowd estimated at 75,000
waited outside. Ruth was buried on a
hillside in Section 25 at the Gate of
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne, N.Y.
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May 17, 1792 - Two dozen merchants and
brokers established the New York Stock
Exchange. In good weather they operated under
a buttonwood tree on Wall Street. In bad
weather they moved inside to a coffeehouse to
conduct business.
May 17, 1875 - The first Kentucky Derby horse
race took place at Churchill Downs in
Louisville.
May 17, 1954 - In Brown v. Board of
Education, the U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously ruled that segregation of public
schools "solely on the basis of race" denies
black children "equal educational opportunity"
even though "physical facilities and other
'tangible' factors may have been equal. Separate
educational facilities are inherently unequal."
Thurgood Marshall had argued the case before
the Court. He went to become the first African
American appointed to the Supreme Court.

May 18, 1804 - Napoleon Bonaparte became
Emperor of France, snatching the crown from
the hands of Pope Pius VII during the actual
coronation ceremony, and then crowning
himself.
May 18, 1980 - Mount St. Helens volcano
erupted in southwestern Washington State
spewing steam and ash over 11 miles into the
sky. This was the first major eruption since
1857.
May 18, 1998 - In one of the biggest antitrust
lawsuits of the 20th century, American software
giant Microsoft Corporation was sued by the
U.S. Federal government and 20 state
governments charging the company with using
unfair tactics to crush competition and restrict
choices for consumers. The lawsuits alleged
Microsoft used illegal practices to deny personal
computer owners the benefits of a free and
competitive market and also alleged Microsoft
extended its monopoly on operating systems to
"develop a chokehold" on the Internet browser
software market.

May 19, 1943 - During World War II in Europe,
Royal Air Force bombers successfully attacked
dams in the German Ruhr Valley using
innovative ball-shaped bouncing bombs that
skipped along the water and exploded against
the dams. The dams had provided drinking
water for 4 million persons and supplied 75
percent of the electrical power for industry in
the area.

May 20, 325 A.D. - The Council of Nicaea, the
first ecumenical council of Catholic Church was
called by Constantine I, first Christian Emperor
of the Roman Empire. With nearly 300 bishops
in attendance at Nicaea in Asia Minor, the
council condemned Arianism which denied
Christ's divinity, formulated the Nicene Creed
and fixed the date of Easter.
May 20, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln
signed the Homestead Act opening millions of
acres of government owned land in the West to
"homesteaders" who could acquire up to 160
acres by living on the land and cultivating it for
five years, paying just $1.25 per acre.
May 20, 1927 - Charles Lindbergh, a 25-year-
old aviator, took off at 7:52 a.m. from Roosevelt
Field, Long Island, in the Spirit of St. Louis
attempting to win a $25,000 prize for the first
solo nonstop flight between New York City and
Paris. Thirty-three hours later, after a 3,600 mile
journey, he landed at Le Bourget, Paris, earning
the nickname "Lucky Lindy" and becoming an
instant worldwide hero.
May 20, 1932 - Amelia Earhart became the first
woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. She
departed Newfoundland, Canada, at 7 p.m. and
landed near Londonderry, Ireland, completing a
2,026-mile flight in about 13 hours. Five years
later, along with her navigator Fred Noonan, she
disappeared while trying to fly her twin-engine
plane around the equator.

May 21, 1881 - The American Red Cross was
founded by Clara Barton. The organization
today provides volunteer disaster relief in the
U.S. and abroad. Community services include
collecting and distributing donated blood, and
teaching health and safety classes.
May 21, 1991 - Former Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated in the midst of a
re-election campaign, killed by a bomb hidden
in a bouquet of flowers. He had served as prime
minister from 1984 to 1989, succeeding his
mother, Indira Gandhi, who was assassinated in
1984.
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Farm & Outdoors

Saturday, 
May 18
5:54AM

*11:47PM
7:37PM

*12:13PM

Sunday, 
May 19
6:36AM

*12:39AM
8:40PM
*1:05PM

Tuesday, 
May 21
8:11AM
*2:25AM
10:34PM
*2:52PM

Wednesday,
May 22
9:02AM
*3:18AM 

---- 
*3:44PM

Thursday,
May 23

11:24PM
*4:09AM
9:55AM
*4:34PM

Friday,
May 24

12:09AM
*4:58AM
10:50AM
*5:22PM

Friday,
May 17
5:15AM

*10:56PM
6:35PM

*11:21AM

Monday, 
May 20
7:22AM
*1:32AM
9:38PM
*1:59PM

The Jefferson
Journal

Fish & Game 
Feeding
Chart

How to use: the major and
minor feeding times for each day

are listed below. The major
feeding times are the best for the

sportsman and last about 2
hours, the minor feeding times

can also have good success, 
but last only about 1 hour. 

The week of  
May 17-May 24, 2019

Major feed times are 
marked by an asterisk (*)

Date

Tidal Charts
Steinhatchee, Fla. 

May 17 - May 23, 2019

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

High
a.m . ft. p.m. ft .
1:43 3.7 1:19 4.1

2:33 3.7 1:53 4.2

3:20 3.6 2:27 4.3

4:05 3.5 3:01 4.2

4:50 3.4 3:37 4.2

5:34 3.3 4:15 4.0

6:17 3.2 4:57 3.8

Date
Low

a.m . ft. p.m. ft .
7:29 1.1 8:09 -0.3

8:10 1.3 8:53 -0.5

8:48 1.4 9:34 -0.5

9:25 1.6 10:15 -0.4

10:03 1.7 10:54 -0.3

10:42 1.8 11:34 0.0

11:25 1.9

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
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“Outta’ the Woods”
Since 1988, the

Florida Fish and
Wildlife
Conservation
Commission (FWC)
and its predecessor,
the Game and Fresh
Water Fish
Commission, have
offered hunters the
opportunity to take
part in their annual
statewide
recreational

alligator harvest, which always runs Aug. 15 –
Nov. 1. Alligators are a conservation success story
in Florida. The state’s alligator population is
estimated at 1.3 million alligators of every size and
has been stable for many years.

“Before you apply for alligator hunt permits,
be sure to coordinate with everyone you plan to
hunt with, regarding where you want to hunt and
which harvest weeks work best with
everyone’s schedule,” said Steve
Stiegler, FWC’s
alligator program
hunt
coordinator.

“The application process is a random drawing,
so the more choices you make, the better your
chances of getting drawn. You also can increase
your odds of being drawn by choosing more areas
during the fourth harvest week,” Stiegler said.
“However, you shouldn’t apply for any areas you
feel are too far away or during weeks you’re unable
to hunt.”

And if you’re still undecided on where to hunt,
check out harvest data from past seasons at
MyFWC.com/Alligator under “Statewide Alligator
Harvest Program.”

Phase I application period
The application period for the phase I random

drawing begins May 17 at 10 a.m. and runs through
May 27. More than 6,000 alligator harvest permits
will be available.

Hunters may submit their application for a
permit that allows the harvest of two alligators on a
designated harvest unit or county. Applicants must
be at least 18 years of age by Aug. 15 and have a
valid credit or debit card to apply.

Applications can be submitted at any county
tax collector’s office, license agent (most retail
outlets that sell hunting and fishing supplies) and at
GoOutdoorsFlorida.com. Applicants must provide
their credit card information when they apply. If

changes to hunt choices or credit card information
are needed, applicants can make updates until the
application period closes.

License/permit costs
The alligator trapping license/harvest permit

and two hide validation CITES tags cost $272 for
Florida residents, $22 for those with a Florida
Resident Persons with Disabilities Hunting and
Fishing License, and $1,022 for nonresidents. The
cost for applicants who already have an alligator
trapping license is $62.

Phase II and III application periods
Any permits remaining after the first phase will

be offered during the phase II application period
May 31 – June 10. Those who were awarded a
permit in phase I may not apply during phase II.
Remaining permits will be available in phase III to
anyone who did not draw a permit in either of the
first two phases, and they may be applied for June
14-24.

Leftover 
application phase
If any permits

remain after phase III, there
will be a fourth-phase issuance
period beginning at 10 a.m. on

June 27 until all permits are sold. Anyone may
apply during phase IV, even if they were awarded a
permit in one of the earlier phases. Hunters who get
to purchase additional permits will be charged $62,
regardless of residency or disability.

What to expect if you get drawn
Within three days of an application period

closing, applicants can expect to see an
authorization hold on their credit card, verifying
there is a sufficient balance to cover the cost of the
permit. However, this does not mean they were
awarded a permit. Once the credit card
authorization process is complete, the lottery
drawing will be held. All successful applicants will
be charged, while those who were unsuccessful
will have the authorization hold lifted from their
credit cards.

Successful applicants should expect to receive
their alligator trapping license/harvest permit and
two CITES alligator tags in the mail within six
weeks of payment. Alligator trapping licenses are
nontransferable. All sales are final, and no refunds
will be made.

For more information on alligator hunting or
the application process, see the “Guide to Alligator
Hunting in Florida” by going to MyFWC.com/
Hunting and then “By Species.”

Tony Young
Guest Columnist

How to apply for alligator hunt

Rubio, Scott introduce bill giving tax
relief to Florida’s fishing industry

Story Submitted
Today, U.S. Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL) and

Rick Scott (R-FL) introduced the Fishing
Equipment Tax Relief Act, legislation that would
create excise tax fairness for potable, electronically-
aerated bait containers to be the same as the parts
used to assemble it. The tax code currently
penalizes small businesses that manufacture these
bait containers by applying the three percent rate if
the parts are sold separately, but the 10 percent tax
rate if the product is sold assembled.

“Florida’s robust saltwater fishing industry is
critical to our state’s economy and our residents’
way of life. This important legislation will provide
meaningful relief to Florida’s fishing industry and
ensure it continues to be a thriving piece of our
state’s economy,” Rubio said. “Florida is the fishing
capital of the world, and I take my responsibility
seriously to protect our state’s environment and
economy for future generations.”

Scott said, “Throughout my eight years as

Governor of Florida, we turned Florida’s economy
around. We cut taxes and eliminated burdensome
regulations, saving Floridians more than $10
billion. I’m proud to build on those efforts by
supporting the Fishing Equipment Tax Relief Act.
This bill would save families more of their hard-
earned money as they enjoy Florida, the fishing
capital of the world.”

In Florida, saltwater recreational fishing has an
$8 billion economic impact and supports over
114,000 jobs, according to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission.

An electronically-aerated bait container is a
portable fishing bait basin that is technologically
enhanced to endure being submerged in water,
freezing temperatures, heavy loads, and host live
bait for saltwater fishing. Reducing the excise tax
for portable, electronically-aerated bait containers
will provide meaningful tax relief for Florida’s
robust saltwater fishing industry since this
equipment is important for saltwater fishing
operations.
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Run your own at ReachFlorida.com

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, United,
Delta and others- start here with hands on training

for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. 
Call AIM 888-242-2649.

ADVERTISING NETWORK
OF FLORIDA

May 13 - May 19

Kids Crossword
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Hint: Each of the nine blocks has to contain all the numbers 1-9, and each number
can only appear once in a row, column or box.

S U D O K U

LEGALNOTICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Deadline:
Mon, 3 PM

Estate Sale 05-24 & 05-25
Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
205 N. Rhodes St., Monticello
Some antiques, household
items, law mower, yard equip-
ment, furniture, kitchen items,
including china and linens.

5/17

G
A

M
EC

ORNER

Answers:
Across
1. Mothers 5.
Meatloaf 6. They
7. Is
8. Flowers
Down
1. Mommy 2.
Tuna 3.
Employee 4.
Gifts

ACROSS
1. Moms
5. Baked meat dish
6. Refers to two or
more people
7. Third person
singular present form
of "be"

8. Blooms of a plant

DOWN
1. Affectionate name
for mother
2. Type of fish
3. Worker
4. Presents

Ads start at $15 per week
Call (850) 997-3568

Clas        edssifi

FOR SALE

YARD SALES

Ad Builder/Graphic Designer
needed for the Madison County
Carrier and the Madison Enter-
prise-Recorder newspapers, in
Madison.  The position includes
designing and building the ads
for both weekly papers and lay-
ing out the newspaper. Must be
able to work well under pressure
and maintain a team player rela-
tionship with co-workers. Expe-
rience and/or education in this
field preferred.  Experience with
Quark Express and/or Photo-
shop a must. Apply in person
only at the Greene Publishing
building, located at 1695 S. SR
53, in Madison, or you may fax
your resume to 850-973-4121,
or call for an interview at (850)
973-4141  3/20,rtn,nc

TREE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

MR. STUMP 850-509-8530
Quick Responses. 2/24, rtn                   

SERVICES

2 BR /2 BA Mobile Home at
Monticello Meadows on
South Jefferson St. Call 850-
997-3890.                 5/11,rtn,c

915 sq ft Commercial Office
Building; downtown Madison;
Shelby Ave; across from the
courthouse and post office.
Call Emerald at (850) 997-
3568                      11/23,rtn,nc

FOR RENT

CDL drivers needed, Class B.
Apply in person only at Scruggs
Concrete Company, 186 SW
Commerce Dr., in Madison. 

1/16,rtn,c

MOVING SALE EVERY
THING MUST GO! May 18,
2019, 320 Woodland Dr,
Monticello FL, 8AM - 3PM
Lawn mowers and equipment,
saws, drills, misc tools, furniture,
small kitchen appliances,
DVD's, electronics, misc
household items.  Stained and
fuseable glass and tools. Lots to
choose from.  5/15,17

Teller/Loan Processor posi-
tion available at Jefferson
County Teachers Credit
Union. Primary responsibilities
include handling member’s re-
quest pertaining to their share
and loan accounts, processing
transactions for deposits, with-
drawals, and loan payments.
Taking and processing loan ap-
plications. You will need a gen-
uine interest in supporting and
directing our members over the
telephone as well as in person.
Relationship building with
members is important. You
must be friendly and have a
genuine desire to go that extra
mile for our members. Required
items to apply: High School
Diploma; Valid Driver’s Li-
cense; Clear Credit Report;
Clear background check. Com-
petitive salary and excellent
benefits. Send resumes to
judy@jctcuonline.org or drop
off at 1500 W. Washington St.
Monticello, FL 32344      5/8-17

Horse farm help wanted. Must
have some experience &
references. Call (229) 403-4554.

5/8-17
PROPERTY MANAGER
needed for Section 8 housing.
Must have Section 8 or on-site
experience. Please send resume
to jefferson@apartmentcorp.com
PLEASE EMAIL RESUMES. 

4/5,rtn

Leather couch and loveseat;
both recline. One month old.
$1,200 for both. Call (850)
228-1770 for information.

5/15,rtn

STORAGE UNIT AUCTION NOTICE

Allstar Storage will hold an auction for 2 Units. The units are: #5 - Clarice Wallace
and #38 - Michael Meeks. The auction will be held on Thursday, May 23 at 10:00 a.m.,
on site. Location is 1550 South Jefferson Street, Monticello, FL.  (850) 510-9512

5/8-17

LEGAL NOTICE

The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will review a Special Excep-
tion/Major Site Plan Application submitted by Urban Catalyst Consultants, Inc. on be-
half of Trulieve, Inc. for the installation of a medical marijuana growing facility. The
meeting will be held on June 6, 2019 at 6:00 PM at the Jefferson County Courthouse
Annex, located at 435 West Walnut Street in Monticello, FL.  The meeting may be
continued as necessary. 

Information concerning the meeting is available at the Jefferson County Planning De-
partment, 445 W. Palmer Mill Road, Monticello, FL. 32344, Telephone 850-342-0223.
From the Florida “Government in the Sunshine Manual”, page 36, paragraph c: Each
board, commission, or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof shall
include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is re-
quired, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the advice
that, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or com-
mission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings, is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 5/17

LEGAL NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Monticello proposes to adopt the following ordinance:  

ORDINANCE 2019-02  AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING PROPERTY LO-
CATED AT 1155 E. PEARL STREET AS AN HISTORIC PROPERTY SUBJECT
TO SECTION 54, ARTICLE VII OF THE MONTICELLO OCITY CODE; AU-
THORIZING THE MODIFICATION OF THE CITY ZONING MAP TO RE-
FLECT SUCH DESIGNATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

The entire text of the ordinance may be inspected at City Hall, 245 S. Mulberry Street,
Monticello, Florida between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday.  Public hearing on the ordinance will be held on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 7:00
p.m. at Monticello City Hall.  Interested persons may appear at the meeting and be
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance. 5/17

Office/Commerical property
for rent. Located off Hw. 90,
cost $1,000 a month. Contact
(850) 544-2218.       5/17,22,24

3-11 & 11-7 Full Time CNAs
& 1 Full Time Housekeeper.
Apply in person at Madison
Health and Rehab, 2481 West
US 90, Madison.      5/17,22,24

Have some fun!
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Metro Editorial
Adults often look back fondly on their

childhood experiences at summer camp. Camps can
provide the opportunity to form lifelong friendships
and discover rewarding hobbies that can enrich
campers’ lives for decades to come.

Choosing a summer camp is no small task, as
the options at families’ disposal range from
overnight camps to weekday afternoon camps to
camps that specialize in certain programs, such as
music or dance. Cost also is likely to factor into
families’ decisions, as the American Camp
Association (ACA) notes that cost can vary greatly
depending on which camp families choose. For
example, the ACA reports that the average daily fee
at an overnight camp is $85, while the same fee at a
day camp is $43.

When looking for a summer camp for kids,
families should make the decision together. Kids
should be involved in the selection process, as
they’re more likely to have an enjoyable camp
experience if they had a say in where they will be

spending their summers. The following are some
factors families should consider as they look for
summer camps, courtesy of the ACA.

Kids’ interests
The ACA urges parents to consider the child’s

interests and personality before choosing a summer
camp. Parents might want their children to attend
the same summer camp they visited as youngsters,
but each child is different. Just because mom and
dad liked a particular camp does not mean their
children will. The ACA notes that summer camps
should align with children’s interests and maturity
level.

Locale
Locale may only be a consideration for families

considering overnight camps. Kids will likely be
familiar with the locations of local day camps, but
overnight camps might be set in mountain ranges,
near the ocean or environments less familiar to
youngsters. Kids who love the ocean might benefit
from oceanfront camps that focus on marine
biology, boating or other activities involving the
water. In the same vein, youngsters who like
camping and hiking might be more likely to
embrace camps located in mountainous regions.

Session length
Camps may last as little as one week or up to a

couple of months. Session length should be
considered by families looking at both local day
camps and overnight resident camps. Parents who
want their children to enjoy a largely schedule-free
summer might not want to commit their children to
lengthy camp sessions, even if those sessions are
close to home. If parents think their children can
benefit from the same structure they’re accustomed
to during the school year, then an overnight camp
that stretches for several weeks might be what
they’re looking for.
Summer camps give kids a chance to make
memories that will last a lifetime. Choosing the right
camp is an important decision that parents and kids
should make together.

Factors to consider before
choosing a summer camp

www.ecbpublishing.com  •   Friday, May 17, 2019   •  Summer Fun

in Jefferson CountySummerfun

Savannah Reams,
ECB Publishing, Inc.

ECB Publishing, Inc. is
proud to present the 2019
Section B issue of “Summer Fun
in Jefferson County.” We
compiled and created this
detailed section to serve as a tool
for families who are busy
making plans for the summer.
Our staff has canvassed Jefferson
County and uncovered many
extraordinary opportunities for
summer fun, leisure and learning. 

Circle dates of interest,
highlight must-do activities and
stick a page or two on the fridge
for easy access. Fold up your
guide and place it in your planner
because Jefferson County is
brewing with momentous
occasions for kids and their
families this summer! 

OUTFUN’S
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Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

The Harvest Center Summer
Camp (which was formerly
known as the Monticello Teen
Center Summer Camp) is
currently accepting applications
for their 2019 summer camp.

From June 5 through July 26,
the Harvest Center Summer
Camp will provide Jefferson

County youth with an
opportunity to play, create arts
and craft projects, take weekly
trips to the library and, in the
words of one of the event's
organizers, Rodell Thomas, just
“a chance to have fun during the
summer.”

The camp will focus on
good, old fashioned fun during
the summer months, will
encourage imaginative play and

creation as well as assisting
children with their reading goals
for the summer months.

This camp is being offered to
100 children between the ages of
6-14; applications are being
offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

The camp will be held at the
Monticello Teen Center, located
at 555 Tiger Ln., in Monticello,
and will take place Mondays
through Thursdays, from 7:45
a.m. until 3 p.m.

Each Friday will be set aside
for special field trips for the
camp's youth participants.

There is no cost for this free
camp, with the exception that all
campers must be members of the
Teen Center, which only costs $5
per year and includes many other
center-focused perks.

For more information about
this camp or to request an
application, contact Rodell or
Kathryn Thomas at (850) 508-
1693 or (850) 566-5475.
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Summer Events

Greenville

July

This July, join the citizens of
Greenville for the 2019 Spirit of
Greenville fireworks show on July 4. The
fireworks will be shot off over the pond
in Haffye Hays Park once it is dark.
Bring a folding chair, blanket or the bed
of a pickup truck and get ready to
celebrate in a spectacular way!

Monticello
The Jefferson County community is

invited to come and enjoy Monticello's
patriotic fireworks display on Thursday,
July 4. The evening show will be held
once again at the old Tiger Stadium,
located off South Water Street.

There will be plenty of parking and
stadium seating available. Gates will open
at 7 p.m. The concession stand will also
open at 7 p.m. for hot, boiled peanuts,
hotdogs, chips, cold soda and water.

A live band will take to the stage at
7:30 p.m., and strategic military vehicles
and helicopters will be on display,
sponsored by GFAST. Lloyd Wheeler will
once again be out and about dressed as
Ben Franklin and entertaining the crowd.

The program starts at 8:15 p.m. and
the fireworks extravaganza should begin
around 9:30 p.m.; put on by Jefferson
County's very own Wallace O.
Bullock/Pyroworks, LLC. For more
information, contact American Legion Post
49 Commander Ken Faircloth at (850)
509-2628.

FIREWORK
CELEBRATIONS

An opportunity to play

May 30 reception to discuss upcoming
programs and teen memberships

Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc.
Looking for a way for your kids to stay busy

and have a safe place to spend time with their
friends and participate in fun activities?

The Jefferson County Teen Council will be
hosting a reception on Thursday, May 30 at the
newly refurbished and renovated Jefferson County
Teen Center.

The Teen Center, which is located at 555 Tiger
Ln., in the sports complex off South Water Street.,
is inviting parents to attend the celebration and
reception and hear about the many upcoming

programs and events that will be taking place this
year at the Teen Center.

In addition, the council will be providing
information about program enrollment and Teen
Center memberships.

Registrations will be open for teens to join the
center and become members for only $5 per year.

Membership privileges will be laid out during
the reception/celebration on May 30. The reception
will be held from 4-6 p.m., and refreshments will be
served. For more information about the reception as
well as the Teen Center itself, contact Gladys
Roann-Watson at (850) 997-5209.

Harvest Summer Camp

The “New” Teen Center



JEFFERSON COUNTY JOURNAL • FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019 •3BSUMMER FUN

Jefferson County Public Library

Balloon Rocket
Maker Space
Assistant Librarian Terez Washington will
be teaching youth how to build and race
balloon rockets – there will be prizes and
pizza.
WHEN: Saturday, May 18 at 1 p.m.
WHO: Youth of all ages.

Galaxy Glow Kick-
Off Party
Blast off into this summer's fully packed
program of reading and learning with a
Galaxy Glow kick-off party at the library.
There will be music, dancing, black lights
and pizza.
WHEN: Saturday, June 1 at 1 p.m.
WHO: Youth of all ages and their parents.

Summer STEM Club
Each Wednesday, Assistant Librarian
Terez Washington will be hosting a STEM
Club throughout the summer.
WHEN: Every Wednesday at 3 p.m.
WHO: Youth of all ages with an interest in
science, technology, engineering and
math.

Story Time at
Jefferson Arms
Join the Jefferson County Public Library
at Jefferson Arms for a monthly outdoor
story, music, games and craft session.
WHERE: Jefferson Arms Apartments
complex
WHEN: Second Saturday at 11 a.m. 
WHO: Youth of all ages.

Blast off into summer with the assortment of clubs, activities, programs and fun that has been planned for
youth of all ages at the Jefferson County R.J. Bailar Public Library, which is located at 375 S. Water St., in
Monticello. This summer, all library summer programs are orbiting the theme of “A Universe of Stories,” which
will explore all kinds of space-themed topics, such as planets, aliens and astronauts. These programs are free
and open to children of all ages and abilities. 
Beginning with a Galaxy Glow kick-off party on June 1 and ending with a Moon-based Bingo session on July

20, teenage participants will be given raffle tickets for attendance and reading progress, and their names will be
entered into a grand prize drawing. Teens are invited to come to the library to participate and check out books. In
addition to the tickets, the Jefferson County Public Library has launched an Instagram, and encourages teens to
use #JCPLSummerReadingChallenge19 to document their summer reading progress. At the end of the summer
events, the raffle will be completed with a hard-working teenaged reader winning the secret grand prize.

Seussical Jr. The
Musical by MADco
Settle in for a free, special musical and
Seussical performance by the Monticello
Acting and Dancing Company.
WHERE: Teen Room at Jefferson County
Public Library,
WHEN: Saturday, June 8 at 1 p.m.
WHO: Youth of all ages and their parents.

Eclipse Canvas Tote
Maker Space
With the space-theme in mind, older
youth will be taught how to put together a
eclipse-styled canvas tote at this free
Maker Space session.
WHEN: Saturday, June 22 at 1 p.m.
WHO: Teens between the ages of 13 and
18.

Dr. Magical Balloons
Come enjoy a space-themed hour of
balloon storytelling with Dr. Magical
Balloons.
WHEN: Saturday, June 29 at 10 a.m.
WHO: Youth of all ages and their parents.

Tampa Taiko Drums
Get into the beat of summer with the
sound of the ancient and traditional Taiko
drumming with the Tampa Taiko
performers.
WHEN: Saturday, July 6, at 1 p.m.
WHO: All school-aged youth and their
parents.

Animal Tales
Be educated and entertained at this live
animal program that gives an up-close
view of several wild and exciting
creatures.
WHEN: Saturday, July 13 at 1 p.m.
WHO: All school-aged youth and their
parents.

Youth Bingo and
raffle drawings
Play Bingo while learning about the
phases of the moon! This will also be the
end of the summer raffle, with librarians
giving away summer reading prizes.
WHEN: Saturday, July 20 at 10 a.m.
WHO: Teens between the ages of 13 and
18.

Among the stars at
StarLab
Join the Tallahassee MoLab as they bring
their inflatable planetarium and host two
out-of-this-world shows to mark the end
of the summer reading program.
WHERE: Monticello Opera House
WHEN: Saturday, July 27, at 10 a.m.
WHO: All school-aged youth and their
parents.

Baby Story Time at
the Library
Bring your baby to this story time session
and socialize with other parents while
inspiring your little ones to love literature. 
WHEN: Every Friday at 10 a.m.
WHO: Babies between the ages of 0 and
24 months and their parents.

Pre-K Story Time at
the Library
Bring your Pre-K reader to this story time
event for a session of reading, crafts,
music and dance.
WHEN: Every Thursday at 10 a.m.
WHO: Young librarian patrons between
the ages of 1 and 4 years old.

All Summer

May JulyJune

“The public library cares about your children
and has planned programs to keep them
reading and learning all summer. Children who
join the summer library program keep their
minds active and enter school in the fall ready
to learn and ready to succeed,”

–Youth Librarian Courtney Nicolou



4-H Camp Cherry Lake
4-H's Camp Cherry Lake sits among live oaks on the banks of Madison County's
largest lake. Usually opened year-round for multiple occasions, Camp Cherry Lake
welcomes hundreds of students from around the Big Bend region for an
experience that will remain with attendees for a lifetime. With arts and crafts,
recreational activities (swimming, sports, etc.) and multiple other events for
students to participate in, Camp Cherry Lake is a place to grow, find peace and
make friends. Registration is now closed, however, if your child is registered, be
sure to mark your calendars.
DATES: June 24-28
AGES: Ages 8-13 (counselors: ages 14-18)
LOCATION: Camp Cherry Lake

4-H University
Florida 4-H University is a week-long overnight event for young adults held at the
University of Florida. Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
educational workshops led by University of Florida faculty, explore career
opportunities, lead community service activities, interact with youth from all over
the state, and have fun while developing critical life skills that will help them
become productive and engaged citizens in their communities, their country, and
their world. To register, log onto 4huniversity.com or call 4-H agent John Lilly at
(850) 342-0187. Registration is now open through Sunday, June 30.
DATES: June 24-28
AGES: Ages 14-18
LOCATION: University of Florida, Gainesville, Fla.
CAMP FEE: $270

4-H Legislature
4-H members, you can develop
your skills to debate, analyze
legislation and speak publicly,
all while making new friends
and having a whole lot of
fun. Registration is now closed,
however, if your child is
registered, be sure to mark your
calendars.
DATES: June 24-28
AGES: Ages 13-18
LOCATION: Florida State Capitol
and Florida State University
Resident Hall, Tallahassee, Fla.
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Day Camp for 
5-7 year olds
Crafts, fishing at Beau Turner Youth
Conservation Center, outdoor
cooking and swimming at Maclay
Garden State Park
WHEN: July 23-26
WHO: Ages 5-7
(limited to 25 campers)
DEADLINE: Tuesday, July 9
CAMP FEE: $35 per camper

Cooking 101
Camp
Teaching measuring and cooking
skills, preparing simple meals and
snacks, eat dishes they have
prepared and gift of their own
kitchen tool.
WHEN: June 18-20
WHO: Ages 9-11
(limited to 12 campers)
DEADLINE: Monday, June 3
CAMP FEE: $30 per camper

Camp Real Life
Meal prep basics followed by a
cook-off, car maintenance basics,
interview skills instruction, money
management course, conflict
management course and gardening
basics.
WHEN: July 17-19
WHO: Ages of 13 and 18 
(limited to 15 campers)
DEADLINE: Wednesday, July 3
CAMP FEE: $20 per camper

Field to Fork Camp
Tours of local farms, cooking skills,
meal planning, preparing (and
eating) snacks made from local
produce, hands-on gardening,
chicken-keeping, restaurant tours,
grilling lessons and a grilling contest.
WHEN: June 10-14
WHO: Ages 11-14
(limited to 12 campers)
DEADLINE: Monday, May 27
CAMP FEE: $40 per camper

    All Day Campers must have a completed registration form and fees paid (cash or check) in order to be put on
registration list. If your child is not currently enrolled in 4-H, you MUST fill out a participation form. Registration
and payment must be received one week prior to day camp. If you have any questions regarding the day camps,
please contact 4-H agent John Lilly at (850) 342-0187 or email JGL@ufl.edu.

Day Camps

Overnight Camps

4-H Summer Camps

Outdoor
Recreation Camp
Teaching youth to be environmental
stewards, plus fishing, seining,
canoeing, casting contests, a lunch
cook-out, and activities including
forestry, conservation, wildlife,
archery and air rifles.
WHEN: June 8-12
WHO: Ages of 10-15
(limited to 30 campers)
DEADLINE: Monday, July 1
CAMP FEE: $35 per camper



Engineering Technology Camps
Open to High School Students
Learn about electromagnetism applying what you learn to build your own working
electric motor, make homemade batteries from common household items and use
them to power every day devices, explore basic electronic components to build
your own working transistor radio and other fun engineering activities.
WHEN: June 22-26 (Monday-Friday) from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WHO: High school students
CAMP FEE: $25 per camper; campers responsible for bringing their own lunch
DEADLINE: Must register prior to first class (seating may be limited)
CONTACT: Kelly Zimmerly, (850) 973-9470 or zimmerlyc@nfcc.edu.

Mechatronics Camps
Open to High School Students
Learn about engineering design and 3D printing, create 3D designs with
SolidWorks 3D modeling software and utilize machining concepts to create
projects.
WHEN: June 15-19 (Monday-Friday) from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WHO: High school students

CAMP FEE: $25 per camper; campers
responsible for bringing their own lunch
DEADLINE: Must register prior to first
class (seating may be limited)
CONTACT: Kelly Zimmerly, (850) 973-
9470 or zimmerlyc@nfcc.edu.

Middle and High School
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Robotics Camps
Open to Middle School Students
Create LEGO MINDSTORM V3 robots, participate in
robotic challenges, explore engineering design
concepts, write code programs as well as enjoy
STEM related activities.
WHEN: July 10-12 (Monday - Wednesday) from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WHO: Middle school students
CAMP FEE: $25 per camper; campers responsible for
bringing their own lunch
DEADLINE: Must register prior to first class (seating
may be limited)
CONTACT: Kelly Zimmerly, (850) 973-9470 or
zimmerlyc@nfcc.edu.

North Florida Community
College (NFCC) is excited to
announce their 2019 summer
camp offerings. The 2019
camps provide participants with
fun and innovative opportunities
across a wide array of interests -
fitness, art, theatre, health,
engineering and robotics — as
well as offering creative and
educational outlets for local
children and teenagers over the
summer. Early registration is
encouraged as space may be
limited.
For registration forms and

more information about NFCC’s
summer camp programs, visit
nfcc.edu/visitors/summer-camps.

NFCC announces 2019 Summer Camp Programs
NFCC offering fun and innovative summer camps for students of all ages

Elementary

Health Scholars Camp
Open to Middle School Students
This three-day camp explores healthcare topics and careers in nursing, science,
fitness and nutrition  in engaging, fun and educational ways. Campers will enjoy
games, team building exercises, guest speakers and field trips to local healthcare
facilities.
WHEN: June 11-13, 2019 (Tuesday-Thursday) from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WHO: Middle school students
LOCATION: NFCC Career and Technical Education Center, 
Nursing and Allied Health (Building 13)
CAMP FEE: $25; minimal fee to cover lunch and supplies
DEADLINE: June 4, 2019
CONTACT: Tammey Revels, (850) 973-1626 or revelst@nfcc.edu. 

"Kids in College"
Open to Grades 1-6
Four interactive and fun-filled camps are
being offered as a part of the "Kids in
College" summer camp program during
June and July at NFCC. These camps are
geared for children in completed first
through sixth grades. Weekly camps will be
in one-week increments, running Monday
through Thursday, June 10 through June 27
and July 8 through 25; no camps are
scheduled during the week of July 1 through
July 4.
Campers can register per week or attend all
six weeks, and attend a full day (fitness, art
and theatre camp) 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; a half-
day in the morning (fitness and art camps)
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.; or a half-day in the
afternoon (theatre camp) 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Different projects take place each week.

WHEN: June 10-27 and July 8-25 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WHO: Elementary school students
CAMP FEE: $25 per camper; campers
responsible for bringing their own lunch
DEADLINE: Must register prior to first class
(seating may be limited)
CONTACT: Denise Bell, (850) 973-9481 or
belld@nfcc.edu.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo by John Willoughby, June 15, 2018

The Mechatronics Camp taught students about
the ins and outs of 3D design, printing, and multiple
machining concepts to bring the blue prints to
reality. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jayce
Johnson, Sam Nash, Bill Eustace, Dagan Gray, Tris
Repogle, Johnathan Kinsey, Trystyn Beck,  Alex
Mosgrove and Matthew Glaser.



Rick Patrick, 
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Advent Christian
Village will once again
host Camp Suwannee on
the banks of the historic
Suwannee River. Two
different camp weeks
are planned. The first

week is for campers age
7-12 years of age. The
dates for the first week
are: Sunday, July 7,
through Saturday, July
13. The second week is
for campers age 13-18
years of age. The dates
for the second week are:
Sunday, July 14,
through Saturday, July
20. Both weeks will
feature many fun
outdoor activities and
games, all in a Christian
atmosphere. There will
also be daily worship
services for the
campers. 

The cost is $285 per
camper on or before
Saturday, June 1. The
cost is $310 per camper
after Saturday, June 1.
The cost is $325 per
camper on the day of
camp registration.
Family discounts and
“camperships”
(scholarships) are
available. 

For any additional
information, please
contact Camp Director
Doug Mabey at (386)
658-5100 or by email at
dmabey@acvillage.net.
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Church Camps & VBS

Youth Camp Weeks:Youth Camp Weeks:

Week #1 (ages 7–12) July 7–13
Week #2 (ages 13–18) July 14–20

Applications & Info at www.CampSuwannee.net

Register by June 1 to receive a discount.
Family discounts available.

Camp scholarships available.
Call (386) 647-6624 for more information.

Dowling Park in western Suwannee County

First Baptist
Church Monticello
THEME: In The Wild
WHEN: June 24-28, 6-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: 325 W. Washington St.
WHO: Pre-K - Grade Six
CONTACT: fbcmonticello.org
Church Pastor Sean Vickers

Wacissa
Pentecostal
Holiness Church
THEME: To Be Announced
WHEN: June 5-7 and June 9
WHERE: 152 Tram Rd.
WHO: All Ages
CONTACT: (850) 997-4636
Church Pastor Mike Feehan

First United
Methodist Church
THEME: To Mars and Beyond
WHEN: June 10-14, 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
WHERE: 325 W. Walnut St.
CONTACT: (850) 997-5545
Church Pastor John Hicks

Wacissa United
Methodist Church
THEME: ROAR
WHEN: June 3-7, 6-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: 14492 Waukeenah Hwy.
WHO: All Ages
CONTACT: (850) 933-8309
Church Pastor Steve Lenzo
Supper will be provided

Elizabeth Baptist
Church
THEME: In The Wild
WHEN: June 9-13, 6-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: 4124 Bassett Dairy Rd.
WHO: K5 - Grade Six
CONTACT: (850) 997-8444

First Baptist Church
Lloyd
THEME: Amazing Race
WHEN: June 3-7, 6-8:30 p.m.
WHERE:124 St. Louis St.
WHO: Age 3 - Grade 5
CONTACT: (850) 556-0852
Church Pastor Jered Day
Supper will be provided

    What is summer, without Bible Camp and Vacation Bible School (VBS)? Throughout the months of summer,
your family has multiple options for VBS attendance and summer camps for Christian kids, with a variety of
themes and unique experiences that will be different with every organization’s special list of planned programs.
Your children will venture into the wild or perhaps out into space, they will learn about biblical heroes and make
new friends – all while enjoying camping, crafts, snacks and more!
    See below for a list of Jefferson County's VBS programs as well as the times, dates and recommended ages for
each program.

VBS Directory

Week 1 - Children
July 7-13 • ages 7-12

Week 2 - Teenagers
July 14-20 • ages 13-18

Cost
$285 per camper on or before

Saturday, June 1. 
$310 per camper after
Saturday, June 1.

$325 per camper on the day
of camp registration. Family
discounts and Camperships
(scholarships) are available.

Bible camp on the Suwannee
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Repare holes in screens.   

Keep them outside

Use air conditioning.   

Keep screens on all windows. 

Keep doors 
and windows shut.

 

   

Mosquitoes 
breed by laying 
eggs in and near 
standing water.

 

 

At your house or business:
Put away items that are outside and not being
used because they could hold standing water.

In your garden:  
Keep flower pots and
saucers free of standing
water. Some plants, such as
bromeliads, hold water in
their leaves–flush out
water-holding plants with
your hose once a week.

 
   
  

  

  

Stop them from breeding

LARVA

PUPA EGGS

MOSQUITOES
CAN LIVE INDOORS AND WILL BITE AT ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT. 

 

FloridaHealth.gov/zika
Florida Department of Health

05/16/18

Around all 
buildings:

At least once a week, 
empty, turn over or 
cover anything that 

could hold water:

tires

buckets

toys

pools & pool covers

birdbaths

trash, trash 
containers and 
recycling bins

boat or car covers

roof gutters

coolers

pet dishes

As little as one 
teaspoon or bottle 
cap of water 
standing for more 
than one week is 
enough for 
mosquitoes to 
breed and 
multiply.

          

Building bridges between
law enforcement and kids

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

The Police Athletic League
(PAL) is a national organization that
was created with the intent to build
relationships between law
enforcement officers and youth, as
well as to help young men and
women in the community build
positive character traits, enrich local
youth and offer educational and
personal leadership.

Tallahassee has had a PAL
chapter for many years, and as of
this year, PAL now exists in
Monticello, too. 

Formed by local volunteers and
local law enforcement leaders Chief
Fred Mosley and Sheriff Mac
McNeill, PAL will be operating out
of the old basketball gym at the
Jefferson High School complex
(located off South Water Street).

Within the old gym, PAL law

enforcement volunteers and program
leader David Collins (a local
attorney and boxing professional)
will be running a boxing gym that is
open to youth between the ages of 7
and 20 years old.

Mondays through Fridays from
3:30 to 7 p.m., the PAL gym will be
open to allow kids the opportunity to
let off steam while surrounded by
local law enforcement role models.

Membership fees for PAL range
between $65-$80 and include a full
year of PAL activities.

Currently, PAL focuses solely on
boxing, but plans to expand to
basketball and volleyball as interest
in the program grows.

PAL's programs will continue
throughout the year, as they have no
plans to end once summer draws to a
close. For more information about
PAL, as well as ways to get your
child involved, contact the PAL gym
at  (850) 997-2750.
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Yogi Bear Jellystone Park offers 15 themed weekends

John Willoughby
ECB Publishing, Inc.

      During Yogi Bear's “Dare
You” weekend from Friday,
May 17, until Sunday, May 19,
join others on Saturday, May
18, as you participate in the
competitive cardboard boat
race, which will begin at 3
p.m. on the park's lazy river.
      Kicking off the weekend
event on Friday, May 17, join
Yogi Bear staff at the big
pavilion where supplies will be
distributed at 6 p.m., leaving
all of Friday evening and all
day Saturday, May 18, to
construct and decorate boats.
According to Yogi Bear staff,
each participant will be
allowed to choose all supplies
they think they will need to
create the perfect cardboard
boat. Supplies will includes
rolls of duct tape, milk jugs
and other bottles of varying
sizes, as well as the most
important supply, cardboard.
No outside structure supplies
will be allowed in the park,
however, participants may
bring supplies from home for
decorating purposes.
      Each boat must have a
boat captain, or in other words,
someone to ride inside of the
boat. The captain may be an
adult or a child, as long as the

captain is able to swim in case
the boat sinks. The water in
which the race will take place
is three feet deep; staff and life
guards will be present,
however, captains are required
to know how to swim in order
to participate. The main event
will take place in the lazy
river, allowing for the current
to assist the boat in floating. A
double sided ore will be
provided to the boat captain at
the beginning of each race.
      Judging will begin
promptly at 3 p.m. on Saturday
and racing will take place until
all participants have had a
chance to compete. The
winners of the event will be
announced at the family night
on Saturday evening.
Additionally, there will be
winning participant for the
best looking boat, most
structurally sound and the
fastest. Those categories will
be split into age groups based
on the age of the captain. 
      Prizes will include Yogi
Bear merchandize, store credit
gift certificates and a free
future night stay on campus at
the Yogi Bear Jellystone Park.
      There is no charge to enter
the race, however, you must
sign up to participate. For
more information about the
Yogi Bear cardboard race, visit

Join Yogi Bear for
the race of a lifetime

Jellystone Park

John Willoughby, ECB  Publishing, Inc.
      One of North Florida's beloved theme parks is
getting ready to open their water park for the season,
and you're invited to join Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park
for multiple summer activities throughout the 2019
summer season.
      Owned by Madison's Jimmie and Latrelle Ragans,
the campsite was opened in 2000 and the pair have
worked hard at creating a family-friendly environment
ever since.
      From cooling off in the park's water zone, to
mining for gems in the park's mining sluice, there is
something for everyone of all ages to enjoy. Daily
activities include visits from Yogi Bear and friends,
fishing, putt-putt golf, 88 acres of ATV trails, gem
mining and so much more.
      For more information about tickets prices, log
onto jellystoneparkfla.com/welcome. You may also
call the park at (850) 973-8269. The park is located at
1051 SW Old St. Augustine Rd., in Madison.

Memorial Day
Celebration – May 20-27

Join Yogi Bear's Jellystone
Park as they honor local
military service members and
their families. The theme for
this week is “honor those that
gave all.” Decorate your
campsites and golf-carts red,
white and blue as you salute
this great country. Live music
will be accompanied by
fireworks on Saturday, May
25.

Pirates of Jellystone Park –
May 28-June 2

Ahoy Mates! Join Yogi Bear for
a barrel of fun being a pirate
for the weekend. Make your
own treasure chest, hunt for
hidden treasure and decorate
your own eye patch. Join the
Madison park for a peg leg
race and try your luck at
walking the plank in the fun
adventure.

Yogi Bear's Beach Party –
June 3-9

Surf's up! During this weekend,
enjoy a tropical paradise as
you participate in beach
games and relay races. Sand
art and a pretty leg contest will
also be on the schedule. On
Saturday, June 8, enjoy a
karaoke party by the pool and
a beach music dance. Don't
forget your tropical outfits to
wear to the karaoke party.

Father's Day at Jellystone
Park – June 10-16

Celebrate Father's Day with
Yogi Bear at Jellystone Park.
All dads will receive a gift at
check-in. On Saturday, June
15, participate in a fishing
tournament, followed by a
father and son scavenger hunt,
as well as other dad versus
kids games. During the day,
kids can make a gift for their
dads during arts and craft
time. A Father's Day dinner will
take place on Saturday
evening in the Opry Hall and
Sunday morning, enjoy a
pancake breakfast in the
gathering place where all dads
eat free.

Yogi Bear's Birthday
Celebration – June 17-23

Join Yogi Bear for birthday
cake and ice cream as you
celebrate his birthday! Instead
of gifts for Yogi Bear, staff at
Jellystone Park are asking
everyone to bring diapers to
donate to Madison's local
pregnancy center. The
pregnancy center and Yogi
Bear appreciate the increasing
amount of diapers they have
received in year's past.

Yogi's Rock the Park – June
24-30

Who likes a little music? Yogi
Bear invites you to rock
Jellystone Park as you
celebrate with a dance party
on Saturday, June 29, in the
Opry Hall. You can dance to
music as the playlist will
feature music from the 1950s
all the way to today's hits.

Fourth of July Celebration
– July 1-7

Have a blast this Fourth of July
with Yogi Bear's special
fireworks celebration. There
will be live music and
fireworks on Friday, July 5.
Yogi Bear's annual Mud Fun
games will begin on Saturday,
July 6, at 12 p.m.
Additionally, participate in mud
football, bob for pig's feet,
participate in the belly flop
contest and so much more.

Wet-N-Wild Weekend –
July 8-14

One of the most popular
weekends, take part in Yogi
Bear's Wet-N-Wild Weekend.
Campers love the famous wet-
n-wild train ride, so be sure to
bring your swimwear. There
will be additional water-related
activities such as water
volleyball, water wars and a
downpour derby.

Hawaiian Luau Weekend
– July 15-21

Aloha! Have fun at the
Hawaiian Luau with Yogi Bear,
and be sure to bring your
grass skirts and hawaiian
shirts. Aside from live
entertainment, there will be
hula hoop contests, as well as
a golf cart, ATV and bicycle
parade.

Chocolate Lovers Week –
July 22-28

If you love chocolate, this
weekend is for you. Have
some wacky fun the good ole
fashioned way, slipping and
sliding in pudding at Yogi
Bear's “almost famous”
chocolate slip and slide. Enjoy
chocolate face painting and
pie eating contests. Don't
forget about candy bar bingo.

Cook-off Week – July 29-
August 4

Rev up those grills and get
those ribs ready for Yogi Bear's
rib and chili cook-off. Do you
have the best ribs to win top
prize? What about your chili?
Amazing prizes will be
awarded to the winners,
including a free night future
stay at Yogi Bear's Jellystone
Park. Yogi Bear's first ever
Little Miss Barbecue Pageant
will take place as well.

Back to School Bash –
August 5-11

It's time to hit those books in
August, but what better way to
celebrate the occasion than
celebrating back-to-school
with Yogi Bear? The park's
lazy river spelling bee and
underwater numbers crunch
are great ways to keep cool
while gearing up for school.  

Super Suds Weekend –
August 12-18

On Saturday, Aug. 17, enjoy
some good clean fun during
Yogi Bear's foam party. Who
knows … it might even snow!

Ole Fashioned Camping
Fun – August 19-25

Relax for the week while
enjoying outdoor cooking and
fun. On Saturday, Aug. 24, at
7 p.m., join staff and other
campers at the community fire
pit located at the gathering
place, where marshmallows
and hot dogs will be roasted
while campers tell campfire
stories, sing songs and make
s'mores. 

Labor Day Celebration –
August 31-September 2

Join Yogi Bear for the end-of-
the-summer blow out. Live
music and fireworks will take
place on Saturday, Aug. 31.
Additionally, enjoy wet-n-wild
train rides and fishing
contests. Decorate your golf
carts, ATVs and bicycles for the
red, white and blue parade.

their Facebook event page,
where you can find official
rules and an open forum. Just
simply log onto
facebook.com and type
“Cardboard Boat Race” in the
search bar.
      Yogi Bear's Jellystone
Park is located at 1051 SW

Old St. Augustine Rd., in
Madison. More information
can be found by calling (850)
973-8269.
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