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Stephen Marley is the son of
late reggae king Bob Marley
and a member of the Melody
Makers, the group his father
started with his siblings. But
he has also made a name for
himself as artiste and produc-
er, page 7.

~ United States
President Barack
Obama has hinted
he may accept a
deal offering
undocumented
Caribbean and
other immigrants
legal status 
rather than full 
citizenship, page 3.

~ William “Bunny Rugs”
Clarke, for decades the lead
singer of the legendary
Jamaican reggae band
Third World, died in a
Florida hospital after a long
battle with cancer, page 2.

This month is the Winter
Olympics in Sochi, Russia and,
despite it’s warm climate, the
Caribbean will once again be
sending teams to participate,
page 22.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
says six Caribbean countries
are among 63 countries world-
wide that are eligible to par-
ticipate in two visa programs
this year.

The H-2A and H-2B Visa
programs allow American
employers to bring foreign
nationals to the U.S. to fill
temporary agricultural and
nonagricultural jobs, respec-

tively.
The USCIS identified the

Caribbean countries eligible
to participate in the visa pro-
grams as Barbados, Belize, the
Dominican Republic,
Grenada, Haiti and Jamaica.

Generally, USCIS said it
only approves H-2A and H-
2B petitions for nationals of
countries the secretary of
Homeland Security has desig-
nated as eligible to participate
in the programs.

USCIS also said it may
approve H-2A and H-2B peti-
tions for nationals of countries
not on the list if it is deter-
mined to be in the interest of
the U.S.

DATE
Effective Jan. 18, 2014,

USCIS said nationals of the
identified Caribbean countries
are eligible to participate in
the H-2A and H-2B visa pro-
grams. It said the notice does
not affect the status of benefi-
ciaries who currently are in
the United States in H-2A or
H-2B status unless they apply
to change or extend their sta-
tus. 

The USCIS said each
country’s designation is valid
for one year from Jan. 18,
2014.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

KATHY BARRETT

After four decades of hit
songs, sold out tours, inspira-
tional messages and several
Grammy nominations, the
lead singer of Third World,
one of the top reggae bands of
all time, is dead.

William Clarke, known to
the world as Bunny Rugs,
died in a Florida hospital on
Feb. 2, after a long battle with
cancer.

His passing came only a
few months after he was
forced to drop out of the
band’s 40th anniversary tour
of Europe due to illness. 

Born in the town of
Mandeville in the central
parish of Manchester, Jamaica
on Feb. 6, 1948, Clarke joined
Third World in 1976, three

years after the band
was formed. He sang on
all but the band’s debut
album.

Before joining Third
World, he was lead singer
for another iconic band,
Inner Circle, alongside
other talented musicians
such as Michael “Ibo”
Cooper on keyboards,
Stephen “Cat” Coore on
guitar and Willie Stewart
on drums.

HITMAKERS
Clarke was always a

part of the classic Third
World lineup that recod-
ed hit songs such as “Now
That We’ve Found Love”,
“Always Around”, “96
Degrees In The Shade” and
“Try Jah Love”. 

For decades, Third World

blazed new trails for reggae
music, traveling around the
world and spreading the mes-
sage of  peace as Jamaica’s
reggae ambassadors. The
band has released a total of 22

albums, as well as solo proj-
ects from Clarke and Coore. 

Third World was awarded
the United Nations Peace
Medal in 1996 , the Jamaica
Music Industry awards for

Best Show Band in 1992 and
1996 and 10 nominations for
the Grammy Awards.

Clarke’s death sent shock
waves throughout Jamaica’s
entertainment industry. Junior
Taylor, a former tour manager
of the group, said it marked
was the end of a distinctive
voice.

“A voice that throughout
the 1970s and 80s made an
impact globally for reggae
music,” said Taylor, who
called Clarke a jovial and car-
ing person, and a consummate
professional.

“It’s not the most pleasant
way to start reggae month.”

Kathy Barrett is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

NEW YORK - The combined
population of Guyanese and
Trinidadians represent the third
highest immigrant population
in New York City, trailing only
migrants from the Dominican
Republic and China.

That’s according to an analy-
sis by Ravi Ramkeesoon of the
Indo-Caribbean Alliance of the
Guyanese and Trinidadian
Populations in New York City as
reported by the New York City’s
Planning Department “Newest

New Yorkers” report.
The Alliance said it decid-

ed to combine the two groups
in NYC because of the cultural
and socio-economic
similarities. What they found
was that the combined immi-
grant population of Guyanese
and Trinidadians in NYC
reached a conservative 227,582,
compared to 380,160 from the
Dominican Republic and
350,231 from China.

The median age for both
immigrant groups are between
46-48 years,  while approxi-
mately one out of three are
between 18 and 44 years old.

GENDER MIX
Meanwhile, there are 65

Trinidadian males for every 100
Trinidadian females in NYC

while there are 79 males for
every 100 female Guyanese
immigrants. By comparison,
New York City (native and for-
eign-born) was 90 females for
every 100 males.

Out of the 50 percent of
the foreign-born population in
the Borough of Queens,
Guyanese represents the sec-
ond largest foreign population
with over 82,000, trailing only
Chinese immigrants, who
account for over 142,000.

More than half of all
Guyanese immigrants in the
United States live in New York
City, compared to 40 percent
for Trinidadian immigrants.
The average household income
for Guyanese immigrants over-
all is approximately $51,000,
much higher than the average

foreign-born populations and
only exceeded by immigrants
from India, the Philippines and
United Kingdom.

Trinidadian immigrants’
household income is approx.
$44,000, which also represents
the average household income
for all foreign-born popula-
tions. NYC’s median (including
native and foreign-born) is
$49,792. Female Trinidadian
immigrant workers in NYC
made an average of $44,000,
compared to $40,000 for female
Guyanese workers.

HOME BUY
Home ownership rates

were highest for Italians (68
percent), followed by Guyanese
(49 percent), Chinese (44 per-

Six Caribbean countries eligible for U.S. visa program

REGGAE AMBASSADOR: Third World’s ‘Bunny Rugs’ dies in Florida

Guyanese/Trinidadian combo ranks third in New York City’s immigrant population
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Clarke, center, with Third World.

(Continued on page 4)



WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States President
Barack Obama has hint-
ed he may accept a deal
offering undocumented
Caribbean and other
immigrants legal status
rather than full citizen-
ship.

“If the speaker (of
the House of
Representatives) propos-
es something that says
right away: Folks aren’t
being deported, families
aren’t being separated,
we’re able to attract top
young students to pro-
vide the skills or start
businesses here and then
there’s a regular process
of citizenship, I’m not
sure how wide the divide ends
up being,” said Obama in a
CNN interview on Jan. 31.

“The question is, is there
more that we can do in this
legislation that gets both
Democratic and Republican
support, but solves these
broader problems, including
strengthening borders and
making sure that we have a
legal immigration system that
works better than it currently
does,” he continued.

Obama said that under his
immigration reform plan, ille-
gal Caribbean and other immi-

grants would still have to go
through “a very long process of
earning citizenship” by learn-
ing English, paying back taxes
and going “to the back of the
line.”

PUSH
During his State of the

Union address late last month,
Obama urged the U.S. Congress
to enact immigration reform
that will allow the more than 10
million immigrants without legal
status, including Caribbean
nationals, to apply for tempo-
rary legal status and, eventually,

American citizenship.
His address was welcomed

by Caribbean American
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke, who had written to
him on several occasions, urg-
ing him to suspend deportation
of Caribbean immigrants.

“A policy of comprehen-
sive immigration reform will
also support our economy by
preventing the exploitation of
workers who lack legal status
despite, in some instances, liv-
ing in the United States for
almost their entire lives,”
Clarke, the daughter of
Jamaican immigrants, who
represents the 9th
Congressional District in
Brooklyn, New York, told the
Caribbean Media Corporation
(CMC).

Ahead of his State of the
Union address, Clarke had
again written to Obama to
stop deporting Caribbean and
other immigrants. 

In a joint letter with
Arizona Congressman Raúl
M. Grijalva, Clarke, appealed
to the president to “respond to
the crisis of deportation in the
undocumented community.”

More on Clarke’s position in
Viewpoint, page 11.

Æ

P.M. asks for patience 
in T&T drug bust probe

Obama ponders options for undocumented
Caribbean immigrants
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Obama faces tough immigration options.

Trinidad and Tobago Prime
Minister Kamla Persad Bissessar
has broken her silence on the
multi-million dollar drug bust in
the United States that allegedly
involves products from a leading
manufacturer in Trinidad and
Tobago.

“Every nation in the world
has issues with narco-trafficking
and therefore it’s (about) our
response now. We learn every
day,” she told reporters late last
month.

“The matter is under inves-
tigation. It is sensitive and it
would be inappropriate to com-
ment on it at this time.

“I think with this being such
a sensitive matter, information
should be shared on a need to
know basis. Therefore, this blan-
ket in terms of sharing informa-
tion is on lock down; 
I think it’s a good strategy
because we’ve seen in the past
where leakages could lead to
compromising of the investiga-
tion,” Persad Bissessar added.

JUICE-GATE
Last month, U.S. Federal

officials announced that they
had found 732 pounds of
cocaine last Dec. 20 concealed
in cans of fruit juice at the Port
of Norfolk in Virginia.
Investigators estimate the
cocaine had a wholesale value of

about $12 million and a street
value of up to $100 million.

Officials from the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) visited T&T to conduct
investigations into the matter
and the local beverage manufac-
turer, SM Jaleel & Co Ltd,
whose products have been used
in the shipment of the drugs,
distanced itself from the ship-
ment.

Persad Bissessar said she
does not believe the island’s
international trade reputation
would be negatively impacted as
a result of the drug bust.

“We were able through
allies to bust this container of
goods, unfortunately with a
Trinidad and Tobago name on
it,” she said. “We still don’t
know if it was something done
here or elsewhere; that is under
investigation. The shipment may
have left Trinidad and Tobago,
but what transpired after that is

Persad Bissessar

(Continued on page 4)



SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico –
The United States Customs
and Border Protection (CBP)
agency says it addressed signifi-
cant threats, while “optimizing
resources and building partner-
ships” in the Caribbean last
year.

In its review of fiscal year
2013, CBP said its efforts were
possible through “collaborative
operations and partnerships
with other federal, state and
local law enforcement agencies,
which have become an integral
part of CBP’s procedures with-
in the Caribbean, in order to
generate reductions in illicit
activity throughout the area,” it
said in a statement.

“Throughout the year, the
men and women of CBP played

a decisive role in ensuring our
nation’s security and prosperi-
ty,” said Acting Commissioner
Thomas S. Winkowski.

“From border security to
travel facilitation and trade
enforcement, these numbers
illustrate CBP’s combined
efforts in 2013 to accomplish its
critical mission,” he added.

DRUG BUSTS
CBP officers and agents in

the Caribbean seized over
31,962 pounds of narcotics,
with an estimated street value
of about $320 million, and
seized about $3.5 million in
unreported currency in fiscal
2013, which runs from Oct. 1,
2012 to Sept. 30, 2013.
Æ

New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio says the city will settle
lawsuits on the controversial
stop-and-frisk tactics by the
New York Police Department
(NYPD) against Caribbean
nationals.

De Blasio had cam-
paigned on a promise to end
the era of stop-and-frisk polic-
ing that had been a divisive
issue during the mayoral race
last year.

In making the announce-
ment late last month in the
Brownsville section of
Brooklyn, where many
minorities have reportedly
been the target of the
NYPD’s tactics, de Blasio said
the city has reached an agree-
ment with civil rights lawyers,
who argued that the policy
violated the rights of minori-
ties. 

“We’re here ... to turn the
page on one of the most divi-
sive problems in our city,” the
mayor said. “We believe in
ending the overuse of stop-

and-frisk that has unfairly tar-
geted young African
American and Latino men.”

APPEAL
Former Mayor Michael

Bloomberg had sought to
appeal the Aug. 12 ruling of
United States
federal Judge
Shira
Scheindlin,
which said
that the
NYPD’s use of
stop-and-frisk
violated the
constitutional
rights of
minorities.
Bloomberg
had denounced and appealed
Scheindlin’s ruling, saying it
would put the safety of New
Yorkers at risk.

But, under the proposed
settlement, de Blasio said
New York City would accept
the remedies ordered by the
judge, including the appoint-

ment of an outside monitor to
oversee NYPD reforms. 

The agreement also calls
for the oversight by the moni-
tor to last three years rather
than no end date, as in Judge
Scheindlin’s decision.

“We believe these steps
will make everyone safer,” de
Blasio sid. “This will be one
city where everyone rises
together, where everyone’s
rights are protected.” 

He said that the NYPD’s
policy was “broken and mis-
used,” citing a “collective
commitment to fix the funda-
mental problems that enabled
stop-and-frisk to grow out of
control and violate the rights
of innocent New Yorkers.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

U.S., Caribbean collaborate
to limit drug trafficking threats

NYC to settle stop-and-frisk lawsuits ~ mayor

The United Nations has
announced the allocation of $6
million for emergency aid oper-
ations for the “neglected crisis”
in Haiti.

In a statement issued 
last month, the U.N. said it
released $86 million to “some of
the world’s worst, yet most neg-
lected crises, allowing life-sav-
ing relief work to continue in 10
countries where needs are high

but financial support is low.”
“These allocations will go

to help millions of people who
are caught in crises that have
been forgotten or overshad-
owed by other emergencies,”
said Guyanese-born Valerie
Amos, U.N. humanitarian chief
and emergency relief coordina-
tor.

Amos said the money
comes from the U.N. Central

Emergency Response Fund
(CERF) that was set up in 2006
with an annual target of $500
million to fund relief operations
for both sudden-onset crises,
such as those caused by a natu-
ral disasters or the outbreak of
fighting, and chronic crises that
have slipped below the humani-
tarian radar, like lingering
refugee and hunger needs.

Æ

U.N. gives Haiti $6M in ‘crisis’ aid

still sensitive and still under
investigation.”

CONCERNS
“Certainly there will be con-

cerns, but I’m not sure we will
be impacted so negatively that
we will be branded everywhere
and blocked everywhere and I’m
fortified in that view that the

manufacturer was able to show
these labels were counterfeit,
and that the shipment was not
made by them,” she added.

Trade Minister Vasant
Bharath said a multi-million dol-
lar scanner to examine import
containers -purchased through a
Chinese grant - is now being
installed at the Port of Port of
Spain.

He said that three scanners
that were to be acquired
through the U.S. last year were
delayed because of regulatory
issues that had to be approved
by the U.S. Senate. But he told
reporters the scanners are now
due here in June.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

P.M. asks for patience in T&T drug bust probe

cent), and Filipinos (41 per-
cent).

Among groups from the
non-Hispanic Caribbean, the
home ownership rate stood at
40 percent for Jamaicans, and

was marginally above the city
average for Trinidadians and
Haitians.

In the New York Metro
region, the combined total
number of Guyanese and
Trinidadian immigrants climbed

over 288,000, trailing the
Dominican Republic (557,520),
China (477,386), Mexico
(366,810), and India (330,881).

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Guyanese/Trinidadian combo ranks third in New York City’s immigrant population
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NEW YORK – A former
Jamaican-born pastor here has
pleaded guilty of raping two
teenage girls, one of whom
attended his church in the
Bronx. 

Prosecutors last month
said that Michael Clare, 41, a
former pastor at the Harvest
Worship Center International,
has pleaded guilty to the
charges. 

Clare was convicted of
two counts of rape in the sec-
ond degree when he admitted
to sexually abusing both girls.
He told them that he raped
the 13-year-old congregant on
Mar. 9, 2007 and the 14-year-
old “sometime between
September 8 and September
30, 2009.” 

But, according to the New
York Village Voice, prosecu-
tors suspected otherwise,
claiming in their indictment
that Clare had sexually abused
the second girl on at least
three occasions between June
22, 2009 and June 30, 2011.
They believe one assault took
place at the school, where he
worked as principal, and two
others took place at Clare’s
homes – one in the Bronx and
another in West Harrison, a
small town about 20 miles
north of New York City. 

ASSAULT
In 2011, Clare was

accused of sexually assaulting
and impregnating a then-12-
year-old girl who had attended
his storefront church, accord-
ing to the Christian Post.

While the girl had an abor-
tion, investigators reportedly
claimed they had been able to
match his DNA with that of
the baby, said the Village
Voice.

Prosecutors had alleged
that the abuse had lasted for
nearly three years before the
girl reported it to her parents.
After the initial charges,
Clare, who was married, main-
tained his innocence and
rejected a plea deal that
would have sent him to prison
for two years.

Clare was scheduled to be

formally sentenced on Jan. 30.
He must also register as a sex
offender and, under the terms
of the plea deal, will serve up-
to five years in prison. 

The Post said there is also
a likelihood that the former
pastor and principal will be
deported to Jamaica. In Aug.
2012, Clare was accused by
the federal government of
being in the country illegally.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

United States law enforcement
authorities were, up to press
time, seeking the public’s assis-
tance in locating a Trinidadian
man wanted in that country
for allegedly killing his sister
and an ex-girlfriend in 2002.

Andre Neverson is
believed to have fled the 
U.S. and may be residing in
Barbados or other Caribbean
islands, the American Embassy
in Barbados noted in a state-
ment last month.

Neverson has ties to
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago,
Jamaica, The Bahamas,
Grenada, St. Vincent and
Canada, and U.S. authorities are
offering a $25,000 reward for
information leading directly to
his arrest. 

Neverson allegedly mur-
dered his sister by shooting
her in the head and stomach
on July 8, 2002. The next day,
he allegedly abducted a for-
mer girlfriend. She was found
dead two days later with a
mortal head wound.

PAROLE
The U.S. Embassy state-

ment said at the time of both
murders, he was on parole in
the state of New York for
attempted murder in the sec-
ond degree, assault in the first
degree and criminal posses-
sion of a firearm.

In Nov. 2002, Neverson,
armed with a handgun,
allegedly entered the home of
another ex-girlfriend in an
attempt to visit his daughter.
The woman’s
brother inter-
rupted the
unannounced
visit, and
Neverson fled
with no further
incident. The
New York City
Police
Department
searched the area for the
felon, but never located him.

Neverson has been 
classified as one of the U.S.
Marshals Service’s “15 Most
Wanted” Fugitives. He is 
also wanted by the U. S.
Department of Homeland
Security Bureau of
Immigration and Customs

Enforcement, Division of
Parole for New York State
and the NYPD.

Neverson, 49, is a black
male. He is about 6’ 2” tall
and 240 pounds (last report-
ed). He has brown eyes, black
hair and a muscular build.

VIOLENT
“He has a violent criminal

history with a pronounced
pattern of violence toward
women. Neverson speaks sev-
eral languages and is known
to always carry a firearm”, the
U.S. Embassy statement
noted.

“He usually keeps his
head shaved but has been
known to wear wigs to dis-
guise himself. Investigators
believe Neverson is computer
savvy.

“Due to his past criminal
history and the nature of his
alleged crimes, Neverson is
considered armed and danger-
ous”.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
Jamaican national has been
appointed a rapporteur on the
rights of women as well as on
the rights of lesbian, gay,
transsexual bisexual and inter-
sex persons (LGTBI) by the
Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR).

In addition, Tracy
Robinson will now be the the-
matic and country rapporteur
for The Bahamas, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Suriname.

The IACHR said that the
appointment was made during
a two day working meeting
that ended on Jan. 31 with the
distribution of thematic and
country rapporteurships.

Robinson, a lawyer, is a
lecturer in gender and the law,
constitutional law and
Commonwealth Caribbean
human rights at the Mona
Campus of the University of
the West Indies, Mona,

Jamaica. IACHR said she has
also been a consultant for
international
agencies, such
as the United
Nations Fund
for Women
and UNICEF,
and has
advised
Caribbean
governments
on topics
related to legislation on gen-
der and children rights, among
others.

APPOINTMENTS
Robinson, who is also the

IACHR first vice president,
was elected at the 41st
Organization of American
States (OAS) General
Assembly in June 2011 for 
the standard four-year term,
which began on Jan. 1, 2012.

Jamaican is IACHR’s rep 
on women, LGTBI rights

Ex-Jamaican-born pastor pleads guilty to raping teens

ON THE RUN: U.S. hunts ‘most wanted’ T&T fugitive
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At age 55, he’s become the
youngest cardinal in the
Catholic Church today and the
first Haitian to hold such a
post. And at
80, he’s the first
person from
the Antilles
Episcopal
Conference,
which covers
the English,
French and
Dutch-speak-
ing Caribbean,
to be made a cardinal.

Last month Pope Francis
announced the elevation of
Haiti Bishop Chibly Langlois
and Dominica-born, St. Lucia
Archbishop Emeritus of
Castries Monsignor Kelvin
Edward Felix, to the post of
cardinal.

Langlois, a former presi-
dent of the Haitian Bishops
Conference, was ordained in
Sept. 1991. He moved to the

Diocese of Fort Liberte in
2004 and was named bishop
of Les Cayes in 2011.

Monsignor Felix was born
in Roseau,
Dominica in
Feb. 1933 and
was ordained a
priest of the
Roman
Catholic
Church on
April 8, 1956.
He was
ordained arch-
bishop on Oct. 5, 1981 and
served as president of the
Antilles Episcopal Conference
from 1991to1997 and president
of the Caribbean Conference
of Churches from 1981 to 1986.

Pope Francis named 19
cardinals on Jan. 12. They will
be installed at a Vatican cere-
mony on Feb. 22.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

The IACHR said that it
had also appointed rappor-
teurs for several Caribbean
islands, including Antigua 
and Barbuda, Grenada, St.
Kitts and Nevis, Belize,
Dominica, St. Vincent and the

Grenadines, St. Lucia, Haiti,
Jamaica, Barbados and
Trinidad and Tobago.

It has a mandate to pro-
mote respect for human rights
in the region and acts as a
consultative body to the OAS
in this area.

Æ

SANTO DOMINGO,
Dominican Republic, CMC -
The United States Southern
Military Command (SOUTH-
COM) says reducing illicit
drug and arms trafficking are
key to the Caribbean’s securi-
ty. 

SOUTHCOM was among
stakeholders that participated
in the three-day Caribbean
Nations Security Conference
(CANSEC) that ended here
on Jan. 30.

Several Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM) coun-
tries also attended the confer-
ence, which discussed the
progress of ongoing efforts to
bolster the region’s security
and information-sharing capa-
bilities. It was held under the
theme “Caribbean security
support to CBSI: Sustaining
the capacity to counter
transnational organized
crime”.

CBSI, the Caribbean
Basin Security Initiative, 
was developed by U.S. and
Caribbean leaders to substan-
tially reduce illicit trafficking,
increase public safety and
security, and promote social
justice by integrating
approaches that address those
priority areas.

SOUTHCOM said that
maritime interceptor fleets,
information-sharing mecha-
nisms, regional strategies and
human rights were among top-
ics covered by defense, law
enforcement and civilian lead-
ers from 20 countries.

COMMITMENT
Francisco Palmieri, the

U.S. deputy assistant secretary
of state for
Central
America and
Caribbean
Affairs, said
the U.S. has
committed
more than
$263 million
to support the
initiative since
2010, includ-
ing more than $60 million in
2013. As part of its assistance
to the region under a CBSI-
funded program called Secure
Seas, Palmieri said SOUTH-
COM donated intercept boats,
communication packages,
spare parts and tools, as well
as provided training to
Caribbean coast guard, naval
and other maritime patrol
forces. 

Marine General John

Kelly, commander of
SOUTHCOM, underscored
the need for fiscally-minded
approaches to supporting
regional security, “as econom-
ic challenges force nations to
judiciously use their security
budgets and funds. 

“We’re going to have to
make every defense dollar we
receive collectively work in
exactly the right way and the
most efficient way,” said
General Kelly. “Above all,
any investment in maritime
security made by USSOUTH-
COM or CARICOM must be
sustainable.” 

As a result, SOUTHCOM
said one ongoing program
under CBSI was funding and
staffing a technical assistance
field team to assist Caribbean
nations with developing main-
tenance, logistics and procure-
ment systems essential to sus-
taining the long-term readi-
ness of maritime patrol forces
and service life of critical mar-
itime patrol resources. 

Kelly said the SOUTH-
COM-based joint team would
be fully manned in the spring
and its 15 members will focus
on helping partner nations. 

Æ

Pope names Caribbean cardinals

Jamaican is IACHR’s rep on women, LGTBI rights

Reducing drugs, arms trafficking key to
boosting Caribbean security ~ U.S.

6 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2014

NEWS

(Continued from page 5)

FelixLanglois

Palmieri



Stephen Marley is one of the
most successful and decorated
artistes and producers around.
He is the son of late reggae
king Bob Marley and a mem-
ber of the Melody Makers, the
group his father started with
his siblings.

“Ragga” Marley runs the
Ghetto Youths International
(GYI) label where he produces
music for himself and other
artistes, including his brothers
Damian and Julian, along with
Wayne Marshall. Stephen
holds the record for the most
reggae album Grammy award
wins - three with Melody
Makers.

Caribbean Today free-
lance writer Jason Walker
recently caught up with
Stephen Marley. The following
is an edited version of that
interview.

Jason Walker: Tell us about
GYI.
Stephen Marley: Well GYI is
a label whey we form that
consists of Damian, Julian,
Stephen (Marley) and then
you have youth like Black Am
I, Jo Mersa (Stephen’s son),
and Wayne Marshall who just
joined the  force and we a
build; we building.

J.W: Tell us how it got started.
S.M.: Ghetto Youth United
(GYU) is something (eldest
brother) Ziggy Marley had
started with myself, where we
were producing and releasing
records for the youth dem in
the ghetto of Jamaica. From
that now I man had branched
off with GYI. It was a plat-
form where if artistes in
Ghetto Youth United were
doing well would be pushed
up to the more upstream
label, which was GYI, where
we could spread out our wings
a little more. That was the
whole concept of the label.

J.W.: Tell us more about the
artistes on GYI.
S.M.: GYU was more of a
mass thing; maybe 10 or 15
youth would come to the stu-
dio and they would have their
songs and we would have our
riddims. That was going on in
the late ‘80s and early ‘90s.
Now when we are concentrat-
ing on being a label, that is
when we came up with GYI
and that is where we really
started to take on artistes. In
the beginning it was myself,
Damian and Juju (Julian). 

J.W.: How are artistes evolv-
ing at the label?
S.M.: Damian a start from a
little youth to now where he is
taking on artistes and produc-

ing. We are a house of music;
really that is what it is. When
you come amongst us, you are
definitely going to grow. I live
at the studio; that is my home.
We live this, we don’t just talk
this and prepare like a job. We

live this.

J.W.: Tell us about your evolu-
tion.
S.M.: Well, the whole evolu-
tion, we started in 1979 when
we released our first official
record as the Melody Makers
(“Children Playing In the
Streets”). We started from
then on a professional journey
and a profession career, that is
what we did.

We were privileged to be
around great musicians and
great artistes helping to raise
the bar. We have to exist! It
couldn’t be just because we
are Bob and Rita youth and
we are singing. We went
through all of that. We have to
prove that this is what we
were meant to do.

The evolution came from
there and then I started doing
a little production with my
grandmother and then I 
started slowly taking on my
younger brothers. They nur-
tured me as much as I had to
nurture them. All of my elders
Ziggy, Cedella, Sharon etc.
gave me the guidance neces-
sary to be as strong as we can
be. They are always there
when we need them. All of
those things we take and
move forward to today, where
I have two solo albums and I
am looking to come with a
third, Damian gone three and
looking to come with a fourth
and Julian likewise.

J.W.: You have been an
artiste, producer, performer,
label owner and manager.
Which role do you enjoy the
most?
S.M.: I man is a skipper, in
that sense. I was born in
April. April is from the tribe
of Reuben. In the Bible
Reuben was the first son of
Jacob, so I man is a general
like that. Is a natural thing, I

do not have any position. I
cook, clean, wash, sing and do
everything, anything that is to
be done. I man is the man.

J.W.: Tell about the music
coming from GYI.
S.M.: There was the Set Up
Shop compilation, which
summed up all the artistes on
the label - myself, Julian and
Damian. Then it had Wayne
Warshall, Christopher Ellis,
Black Am I and Jo Mersa.
Wayne Marshall’s EP was just
recently released. The track
“Go Hard” is doing well and
there are other producers,
such as the great Baby G,
working on that album. Jo
Mersa has some great music,
along with Black Am I.

J.W.: Changing direction.
What was it like growing up
Marley?
S.M.: Growing up Marley you
are born into a revolution. My
mother got shot in her head
and my father got shot across
his chest and it lodged in his
arm. We never born and hear
this, we were already born in

those times. These are things
we faced from we were born
and as such we have grown
with a sense of purpose.

Can you imagine, when

you check as a little youth
why they shot your mother,
because she a sing things that

MUSICAL WEAPON: Stephen Marley armed and
fighting the revolution
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offend a politician. So we
grow with a revolutionary
frame of mind. We know who
we are in the struggle, like
wha Bob sey.

So when you say growing
up Marley, a so we grow
Marley. Some people do not
‘overstand’ (understand).
They don’t know us, so they
see what dem see on T.V.

They don’t know the insides
and outsides of things. But I
can tell you this, I and I a rev-
olutionary, seen, and music is
our weapon of first choice.

Æ

KENTON X. CHANCE

KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent –
Six years after construction
work began, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines is getting
ready to cut the ribbons to
declare open its first ever
international airport. 

The Ralph Gonsalves
government is hoping that the
EC$700 million (one EC dol-
lar = US$0.37 cents) interna-
tional airport at Argyle, will
be completed by the end of
this year, even as the main
Opposition New Democratic
Party (NDP) continues to cast
doubt on the project, situated
on the island’s east coast.

When he delivered his
budget statement last month,
Gonsalves said the airport was
“on target for completion by
the end of 2014.”

At the end of last year,
the Taiwanese firm, Overseas
Engineering Construction
Company, handed over the
$28 million terminal building
along with the electrical sub-
station to the
International
Airport
Development
Company
(IADC), the
state company
responsible for
the construc-
tion of the air-
port. IADC
Chief
Executive Officer Rudy
Matthias, believes the airport
could be completed as early as
July.

“First and most impor-
tantly, I want to tell you that
our terminal building is now
complete … and we expect
that by July 2014 to complete
the final pavement works on
the runway and the apron. So,
in a sense, by July … God’s
willing, we are going to have a
completed terminal building
and a runway and apron hav-
ing been paved. Essentially,
that is our airport,” he said in
December.

SCOPE
Last month, Gonsalves

gave Parliament an idea of the
scope of work still to be done
at the airport. He said that at
the end of last year 89 percent
of the earthworks had been
completed and sea defense
works, which began on Aug.

12, 2013, would extend into
mid-2014.  

Work is being done at the
southern end of the runway to
allow for the installation of
the simple approach lighting
system and drainage works
are scheduled to be completed
in June. Gonsalves told legis-
lators that the laying of stony
base materials on the runway,
which began in Sept. 2013,
was slated to continue in
January. When the laying of

the base is completed, the
placing of the final layers of
asphalt and concrete pave-
ment of the aprons, taxiways
and runway will begin.

The authorities say instal-
lation of the lighting equip-
ment will be done during the
first quarter of the year. But
work on the control tower and
aircraft rescue and fire fight-
ing building are yet to begin.
Construction of these facilities
is scheduled to be completed
in August.

The IADC has made a
deposit on three fire-fighting
trucks and equipment to allow
for their delivery by Sept.
2014. The contract for the
construction of the air cargo
terminal is expected to be
awarded by Mar. 2014, for
completion of construction by
Sept. 2014. 

Gonsalves said the IADC
was holding talks with rele-
vant private operators for the
financing, construction, and
operation of a fixed based
operation and several aircraft
hangars, adding that work on
these projects would begin
soon.

But Opposition Leader
Arnhim Eustace is not

impressed. He has pointed to
the level of disbursement,
rather than the scale of works
or the availability of funds,
and casts doubts on the prime
minister’s prediction.

“This level of disburse-
ment, which I anticipate 
can exceed EC$250 million, 
if everything was to go as
planned, will not be achieved,”
said the economist and former
prime minister.

“We do not have the

implementation capacity …
and our history shows it … It
is rare that we have ever
exceeded 100 million dollars
(in a year).

“I, therefore, have grave
doubt about our ability to
complete the airport in 2014,”
he said.

When completed, the air-
port will have a runway 9,000
feet long and 150 feet wide. The
passenger terminal building,
which has separate sections for
domestic and international trav-
elers, is designed to handle
about 1.5 million passengers
annually.

The airport is being built
to accommodate jets as large
as Boeing 747-400s and will
allow for direct flights to St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
from the United States,
Canada, Europe, and South
America, Gonsalves said.

DIVISIVE
But, notwithstanding its

potential to transform the
local economy, the interna-
tional airport, has been a divi-
sive project since Gonsalves
proposed it in 2005, with most
positions on the project being
informed by their politics. The

airport was a central campaign
issue of the general election
campaigns of 2005 and 2010
and will is likely to be again in
the next poll, constitutionally
due in 2015. 

Political observers say if
the airport is completed by
the time of the next general
elections and the country is
already reaping the benefits
from the years of sacrifice, the
ruling Unity Labour Party
(ULP), which is vying for a

fourth consecu-
tive term in
office, will under-
standably claim
credit. 

But if it fails
to be completed
in time, the politi-
cal observers say
the government
will, as it has
done in the past,
point to the tough
economic times or
other challenges
and urge voters to
stick with the
project.

Eustace and
other opposition
politicians are
expected to raise

counter arguments, insisting
that the project is too much of
an expensive venture for the
island of less than 100,000
people.

In 2005, the estimated
cost of the airport was
EC$480.6 million. But after
the final designs for the air-
field in Dec. 2007, the cost
was revised to EC$589 million
in late 2008, increasing to
EC$700 million due mainly to
the higher cost of construc-
tion, increased earth and site
works, and purchase of
acquired lands.

Last year, the government
said that it needed $80 million
to complete the airport and,
after receiving Parliament’s
permission to borrow some of
the funds, said that it had
secured all the monies needed
to complete the project.

“The IADC has assured
me that once it receives all the

earmarked resources on a
timely basis, it would meet the
deadlines it has given to the
Government,” Gonsalves told
legislators last month. 

The government is hoping
that some of the international
airlines will begin discussions
for service agreements in
2014.

But Eustace has said that
the government borrowed
much more than the EC$80
million, saying the figure was
EC$158 million. He said the
country could ill afford that
amount at a time when it is
dealing with damages caused
by a low level trough over the
Christmas holidays estimated
at EC$300 million.

“What has suddenly
changed to allow us to exceed
maybe 250 million dollars in
disbursements in a single
financial year?” Eustace
asked. “What is there in our
system to facilitate that kind
of level of disbursement?”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

St Vincent ready to open new international airport amidst Opposition warning
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The following is one in a series
of ‘open letters’ written to
United States President Barack
Obama.

Dear Mr. President,
That crazy group called ironi-
cally FAIR has already gone
into overdrive ever since the
announcement that a
Republican set of immigration
“principles” will be floated to
the House GOP caucus.

A certainly proactive
bunch indeed! You,
Democratic and left wing
groups, should take a page
from their book.

On Jan.
15, the group
released a
press release
to the nation-
al media
slamming
back at
Republicans
who are try-
ing to come
up with some
solution to
the issue of
11.5 million undocumented
immigrants in the United
States without forcing the U.S.
Senate bill down their caucus’
throats and scaring them fur-
ther right.

But
FAIR, not to
be outdone,
quickly
pulled the
trigger using
the word that
scares many
Americans in
Middle
America –
amnesty.
Like Rush
Limbaugh or Mark Levin at a
convention of the semi-liter-
ates, this group, whose name I
refuse to say more than twice,
immediately sold the bag of
lies again, claiming: “Any poli-
cy that legalizes illegal aliens is
amnesty and will lead to even
more illegal immigration.”

SOLUTION
Really? So what then is

the fair solution? We cannot
possibly deport 11.5 million-
plus people without our econ-
omy paying a serious price
since many are doing jobs
Americans refuse, while still
more are creating jobs for
Americans and others are fill-
ing jobs Americans do not
have the skills to take.

U.S. House Speaker John
Boehner knows this. So does
Republicans Eric Cantor and
Bob Goodlatte. Never mind
what Republican Steve King
thinks. He’s in the minority,
like that “F” group.

It is why they know they
must move on immigration
reform this year, ahead of the

primary elections that could
see many of their own left out
in the cold. As the National
Foundation for American
Policy declared recently: the
“House and Senate Could Be
Positioned for Agreement on
Legalization of the
Unauthorized Immigrants.

Why? Because as Stuart
Anderson, who authored the
report pointed out: “A Path to
an Agreement?: Analyzing
House and Senate Plans for
Legalizing the  Unauthorized
Immigrant Population”, says:
“Legalization of the unautho-
rized immigrant population
can be a key element in a
political  compromise to fix
major flaws in America’s
immigration system. Without
legalization, it is unlikely the
United States will see
any major changes in immigra-
tion law on low skill or high.”

LEGALIZATION
Hear that “F” group?

There has to be some form of
legalization, even if it falls
short of citizenship.

Rep. Goodlatte , chair-
man of the House Judiciary
Committee,  has publicly dis-
cussed a two-stage approach
to legalization: 1) unautho-
rized immigrants would be

provided legal
status, which
would remove
the specter of
deportation
and allow law-
ful  employ-
ment and trav-
el outside the
country, and 2)
such individu-
als could gain
permanent

residence (green cards) if they
were sponsored and immigrat-
ed through a family or
employment category.

Let’s hope the so called
“principles” move on that
soon. If not, Mr. President, the
time may come when you
must pull out your pen and
sign an executive order that
brings relief to the 11.5 million
people desperately in need of
immigration reform.

Let’s show FAIR what
exactly is fair. Hopefully the
“I’ve got a pen, and I’ve got a
phone. And I can use that pen
to sign executive orders and
take executive actions” com-
ment you made on Jan. 14 was
no bluff on your part.

Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

The writer is CMO of Hard
Beat Communications, which
owns the brands News
Americas Now, CaribPR Wire
and Invest Caribbean Now. 
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Men are always whisper-
ing sweet nothings in
the ears of women,

who fall for the sweet, syrupy
words.

There’s a reason why they
call it sweet nothings for, usual-
ly, they’re sweet but have noth-
ing behind them.

Many times these lines
work and the ladies fall for
them, hook line and sinker. So
many are gullible, believing
everything that comes out of
the man’s mouth, while others
are just plain desperate, as they
want to be had by a man … at
any cost.

It’s a tough call for many
women to make, as they cannot
tell who is genuine or who
wants to take them for a ride.
After all, some of those sweet
nothings may amount to some-
thing. In some cases the man is
sincere and wants a long term
relationship or marriage. For
others though, all the man
wants is a short fling, a one
night stand, or just have the
woman on his monthly menu.

It’s very difficult for her to
separate the sheep from the
goats. Truth be told, many
women do not care if it’s a wolf
in sheep’s clothing, as long as
something sinks its teeth into
her, even for a while.

For others though, they
want some stability in their
lives, someone to call their
own, someone who they can
look at and say, “That’s my
man.”

TOUGH
But it’s not so easy, for the

men come a knocking in droves,
and many of them live by the
credo, “some you marry and
some you just have fun with.”
Those you have fun with are on
the monthly menu and many
women have sweetened the
palates of men, only to disap-
pear into obscurity, a distant
memory, as soon as he’s satisfied.

But how can a woman
know if she’s a main course, an
entrée, a keeper, and not just
an appetizer to nibble on and
fill a gap? It would be great to
know that she’s someone who
he can take home to momma
and not just be an appetizer. 

One such sign that a
woman is on the monthly menu
is when the man sees her on his
terms only. He says when he
wants to see her and where
too. She has no say in the mat-
ter, and cannot dare to suggest
a date or time. Usually there’s
a big gap in between encoun-
ters too.

If she suggests Monday or
Wednesday, it’s a no go, for
Tuesday it has to be, for that’s
the day he has allotted her, the
only time he can slot her in.
After that she won’t see him
for a month. 

MYSTERY
Now this is mystifying, the

fact that
women will
tolerate a
man who
takes them
nowhere at
all, but sleeps
with her
whenever he
wants. They
only meet at
her place, or
at his, and
only when it’s
dark and no
one is around.

Deep
down she may
think, “I won-
der if he’s
ashamed of
me?” Clearly
that woman is
nothing but a
tidbit on his
menu. Men
usually love
to show off
their women and brag about
them to their friends. It’s veri-
fied by the term “beautiful
bride” or “arm candy”, so from
the mere fact that the man
takes the woman nowhere
should be a sign that she’s
nothing but a good time girl,
good enough to sleep with, but
not good enough to be seen
with. 

Any woman who is dealing
with a man and he takes her to
meet his family, she can rest
assured that she’s in it for the
long haul. But woe betide the
woman who only sees the man

by himself, but never gets a
chance to meet his mother,
father, sister, brother, friends or
even his dog.  She means noth-
ing to him but a timely taste, a
monthly nibble. He doesn’t
introduce her to his circle
because he knows that she
won’t be around for very long.

If he does take her out but
is tighter than a miser, you can
bet your bottom dollar that he
won’t spend his first or last dol-
lar on her.

“Why should I spend on her
when I’m seeing Maria on the
weekend? She isn’t worth it.”

Monthly bite for sure, and
one to be dumped as soon as
she loses her crunch - like stale
crackers.  When a man is into a
woman, he loves to lavish on
her, so if she has to pay her
own way, she better not stay. 

LAST MINUTE
The monthly menu choice

is always a last minute date,

Dems should copy FAIR idea TASTE TEST: When women become appetizer or main course
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We cannot possibly deport 11.5
million-plus people without our
economy paying a serious price
since many are doing jobs
Americans refuse, while still
more are creating jobs for
Americans and others are filling
jobs Americans do not have the
skills to take.
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MARIE GREGORY

In Dec. 1989, United States
President George H.W. Bush
was completing his first year
in office. In Dec. 2013, Barack
Obama was ending the first
year of his second term. In
between these dates, momen-
tous changes occurred in the
world.

The year 1989 saw the
birth of Caribbean Today, the
brainchild of four young
Caribbean migrants in
Florida. The publisher was,
and still is, Peter Webley.
These pioneers saw the need

for a mouthpiece which would
air the concerns of the new
Caribbean arrivals. It would
link them in their new envi-
ronment while nurturing a
feeling of belonging and a
sense of identity by reflecting
the achievements of so many
hard working expatriates in
what must have seemed, on
occasion, a hostile land.

Caribbean Today’s first
edition was 10,000 copies. As
the circulation and the adver-
tising support grew, papers
were sent to Jamaica,
Trinidad, Barbados, New
York, Atlanta and Toronto,
appealing to Caribbean com-

munities which saw them-
selves reflected in a publica-
tion designed for them.

Of interest is the fact that
many of advertisers were
Caribbean migrants who had
successfully started businesses
of their own.

SURVIVAL
Important events from the

islands and the local commu-
nity in Miami were covered in
news stories and features.
Special supplements recorded
happenings in various territo-
ries, with Independence sup-
plements on the anniversaries
in Jamaica and Trinidad

appearing regularly. Successful
women were highlighted.
Education was important.

Times were often hard for
a small publication, yet
Caribbean Today survived and
strengthened. Other publica-
tions - in Florida or the
Caribbean - were short-lived.
The formula for longevity
eluded them.

Why did Caribbean Today
outlive them all? In large
measure this was due to the
devotion and dogged perse-
verance of its publisher. When
a hurricane almost devastated
his property, Webley picked
himself up and got going. The
spirit of survival is a
Caribbean characteristic.

So it was that in Dec. 2013
the community gathered to
celebrate a silver anniversary.
The city of Miami honored
Webley for a job well done.
He, in turn, honored the
advertisers who showed their
faith in him from the begin-
ning. He, after all, is the con-
stant in the equation. Four
presidents have held office, as
have four editors, yet the pre-
siding influence is the same.

FAMILY
Mention must be made of

the Webley family, whose
members have had a hand in
C.T.’s success. No one was

more committed to the suc-
cess of the venture than
Rupert Webley, Peter’s father.
His belief in the project and
pride in his son’s achieve-
ments never faltered. Father
and son shared the vision.

As silver turns to gold,
one cannot predict the kind of
world that will evolve.
Certainties no longer exist,
shattered in part by 9/11.
Dictators considered impreg-
nable have fallen, societies
once peaceful are in chaos.
Many are disillusioned with
political systems the world
over. Health care, debt crises,
unemployment, inflation are
the worries of the day. They
affect all.

Yet there is cause for opti-
mism. Perhaps the lesson of
Caribbean Today’s first 25
years is that hard work, belief
in self and a truly Caribbean
spirit, which enables obstacles
to be surmounted despite for-
midable odds in one’s person-
al and professional life, will
ensure survival. 

We look forward to the
next phase in the news maga-
zine’s evolution.

Marie Gregory is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

TASTE TEST: When women become appetizer or main course

25 AND COUNTING: C.T. marks special milestone with celebration
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never planned long in advance.
The reason is, the other women
are unavailable, so she’s the
standby date, the backup, the
last minute replacement when
all others have failed him.
That’s why some smart women
refuse to accept last minute
dates on a Saturday night from
men who call.

“Hey, it’s me, I’ll pick you
up in half hour.”

“He has such a nerve, what
does he think, that I’m just sit-
ting here desperate, waiting for
him to call?!” 

When it comes to sex,
that’s where the real taste test
comes into play, and many
women complain that they only
see the man when he wants
sex. To compound this injury,
the insult is that there is no
intimacy on his part, just a
physical act. Now that woman
is on the monthly menu for
sure, and is just filler for the
man.  There’s no kissing, no
cuddling, no closeness. She’s
nothing more than a taste on
the menu, a meal that he
chooses when he so desires.

Some women have never
seen their “man” in the day,

and yet, they don’t even ask
why. Some believe him when
he says that he works during
the day, and only has time for
her at night, very late at night. 

If the woman doesn’t know
where he lives, can’t find him
when she wants or he’s missing
on special days like birthdays,
and worse, she feels like she’s a
secret, she should wake up and
smell the appetizer, for she’s
nothing but a menu choice.

seido1@hotmail.com
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Caribbean American
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke has written to United
States President Barack
Obama urging him to stop the
deportation of Caribbean
immigrants. 

In a joint letter with
Arizona Congressman Raúl
M. Grijalva, Clarke, the
daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants who represents the 
9th Congressional District in
Brooklyn, New York,
appealed to Obama to
“respond to the crisis of
deportation in the undocu-
mented community” in his
State of the Union address,
which was made Jan. 28.

“As your administration
nears an astounding two mil-
lion deportations, we write
again to reiterate our initial
request and inquire into addi-
tional steps the White House
can take to provide relief to
the millions of ‘Americans in
Waiting’ , who live and work
among us,” the letter noted.

‘GREAT URGENCY’
The lawmakers said there

was “a great urgency to secure
avenues for humanitarian
relief for the millions of fami-
lies that are currently suffer-
ing under the fear of deten-
tion and deportation and
being subject to widespread
violations of labor and civil
rights.

“Embracing administra-
tive solutions to provide cate-
gorical relief from deportation
is critical to alleviate suffering
today,” they said, telling
Obama that as a first step in
providing relief and paving
the way forward on the path
towards reform, he should
suspend deportation of all
immigrants.   

Clarke told the Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC)
that the continued deportation
of Caribbean immigrants who
lack legal status has separated

many families across the
nation.

“This policy must end,”
she stressed, adding that, with
the U.S. Congress currently

debating immigration reform,
“the practice of continued
deportation risks the very men
and women who will have the
ability to apply for permanent
legal status and citizenship
under a new system of immi-
gration. 

“The current policy of
deportation undermines the
goals and principles of immi-
gration reform.”

The two lawmakers had
sent a similar letter to Obama
on Dec. 5. It was co-signed by
26 of their colleagues, asking
the White House to halt
deportations of Caribbean 
and other immigrants, which,
they claimed, have been
“occurring at a record pace”
since Obama took office.

‘INHUMANE’
The congressional repre-

sentatives said there was con-
sensus in Congress that the
current immigration system
was “inhumane and unaccept-
able in addition to being
wasteful and ineffective.

“If we act according to
our principles, the first step

toward a reform must be to
provide humanitarian relief.
Every day that goes by is
another day that 1,000 people
are taken away from their

families and another day that
we failed in our commitment
to immigrant families,” they
added.

Grijalva, who represents
the 7th Congressional District
in Arizona, said “waking up
each morning wondering
whether you’ll be separated
from your family is not any
kind of way to live your life in
the United States. 

“We need a realistic poli-
cy,” he said, adding that he
looks forward to discussing
options with his Congressional

colleagues and allies. 

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

STOP ORDER: U.S. Congresswoman urges President Obama to halt Caribbean deportations

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2014• 11

VIEWPOINT

“Our surprise is that he was
presumed to be a woman, and
the intention was to rape.
When they couldn’t rape, they
decided to take his life” - a
representative of UNIBAM, a
gay rights advocacy group,
condemns the killing of a
transgender teenager in Belize.

“It now appears that some-
one may be trying to utilize
our company’s product in this
regard” - 90-year-old T&T
beverage manufacturer SM

Jaleel laments reports that
cocaine had been found in
some of its products being
shipped to the United States.

“We are once again the vic-
tims of the consequences of
behaviors over which we have
little control” - St. Vincent
and the Grenadines
Ambassador to the United
Nations I. Rhonda King
reflects on the death and
destruction caused in her
homeland by the low level
trough that passed through the
region on Christmas Eve.

Edited from CMC and other
sources.

Æ

Concern rises over numbers being sent home.



Ziggy Marley,
has been
awarded a
Grammy for
the “Best
Reggae
Album” for
his live “In
Concert” set.
The 14-track
album, record-
ed on Marley’s
2012 world
tour, got the
nod over Sly
and Robbie
and the 
Jam Masters’
“Reggae
Connection”;
Sizzla’s “The
Messiah”;
“One Love,
One Life” by
Beres
Hammond;
and Snoop

Lion’s “Reincarnated”.
“In Concert” contains

songs from his work with the
Melody Makers, including
“Justice” and “Tomorrow’s
People”; and “True to Myself”
taken from his first solo album
“Dragonfly”.

Marley, 45, won his first
solo Grammy in 2007 
for “Love is My Religion”.
Three years later, he won a
Grammy for “Best Musical
Album for Children” with
“Family Time”. The eldest son
of legendary reggae icon Bob
Marley also won three “Best
Reggae Album” Grammys
with the Melody Makers, a
group that included his broth-
er Stephen and sisters Sharon
and Cedella.

The Grammy Awards
were held last month at the
Nokia Theatre in Los
Angeles, California.

Æ

Caribbean influence con-
tinues to grow in the
movie business.  “12

Years a Slave”, directed by
Steve McQueen, who was
born in London, England to
Grenadian and Trinidadian
parents, received two major
honors last month.

The movie was named
best motion picture, drama
at the 71st annual Golden
Globe awards event, where
it beat “Captain Phillips”,
“Gravity”, “Philomena”
and “Rush”. It was the lone
honor for the film.

More recognition fol-
lowed, however, when
“Slave” received nine
Academy Award nomina-
tions – “Oscars”. Nominations
categories included best pic-
ture, best director, best actor,
best supporting actor and best
supporting actress.

Nine films received Oscar

nominations: “American
Hustle”, “Captain Phillips”,
“Dallas Buyers Club”,
“Gravity”, “Her”, “Nebraska”,
“Philomena”, “12 Years a

Slave” and “The Wolf of Wall
Street”.

McQueen’s historical
biopic of Solomon Northup
(played by Chiwetel Ejiofor),
a free man abducted and sold
into slavery, has long been
considered a front-runner in
the best picture Oscar race.

ROOTS
“My parents are from

Grenada, my mother and
father; you know, this is the
place where Malcolm X’s
mother was born,” he
explained.

“My mother was born in
Trinidad; the phrase ‘Black
Power’ was born in Trinidad.
Harry Belafonte is from
Jamaica. Marcus Garvey is
from the West Indies. And
there’s this huge majority of
my family living in the United
States, so it’s a little bit more
complex than that. It’s not
about me being a Brit; it’s
about me being a part of that
sort of diaspora.

“My trajectory, as such, of
being introduced to slavery
was fairly immediate because
my parents were from the
West Indies. And, you know,
at school there was reference
to slavery but not much. So it’s
one of those things which I
found out through my parents
and obviously traveling back
to the West Indies.”

“12 Years a Slave”
debuted at the Telluride Film
Festival in August and had its
official premiere at the
Toronto International Film
Festival in September.
McQueen’s film, his third fea-
ture following “Hunger” and
“Shame”, is favorite to win
best picture at the Academy
Awards in March.

The 86th Academy Awards
will air Mar. 2 on ABC.

Information edited from sev-
eral sources, including News
Americas.

Ziggy Marley wins Grammy for ‘Best
Reggae Album’

Multiple honors for Caribbean
British film director 
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Top Gear Festival will make
its Americas debut on the
Caribbean island of Barbados
at the newly renovated Bushy
Park Circuit on May 17-18.

Hosted by Jeremy
Clarkson, Richard Hammond
and James May, Top Gear
Festival Barbados will feature
a line-up of cars and driving
talent which includes The Stig,
the Top Gear Stunt Team and
guest drivers from the world
of motorsport and entertain-
ment.

Stars are scheduled to
take to the track in a series of
Top Gear-style stunts and fea-
tures. The circuit will re-open
for the first time since its ren-

ovation by Bushy Park Circuit
Inc., developer and local pro-
moter of the event.

“The realization of this
dream has been a long time
coming,” said Richard Sealy,
Barbados’s minister of tourism
and transportation in a recent
press release to announce the
event.

“ … We have identified
events and niches that are
integral to the viability of our
industry and Top Gear
Festival ticks these boxes.

Essential plans and actions are
well on track for the project
with Bushy Park Circuit
promising to be the perfect
venue. We look forward to
welcoming a wide audience to
the island with fans expected
to travel from the U.K., North
America, Europe, Caribbean
and Brazil.”

For more information on
the event, visit www.topgear-
festivalbarbados.com. 

Æ

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados –
A United Nations
Development Program
(UNDP) report on the region
found that high levels of vio-
lent crime are hindering devel-
opment in the Caribbean,
including tourism.

The report notes that 8.5
percent of the global popula-
tion resides in Latin America
and the Caribbean and yet 27
percent of the world murders
take place in the region.

The report is critical of
what it termed the hard line
“iron fist” policies of Caribbean
countries to deal with crime,
describing them as “short-sight-
ed ... policies, which have
proven ineffective and, at times,
detrimental to the rule of law”.

The report, released last
month, noted that cracking
down hard on criminals is not

enough if corruption within the
police is seen to be an issue
and they are not seen as a
“legitimate” force. Challenges
facing the justice system
include improving police per-
formance and effectiveness;
eradicating corruption and
promoting legitimacy; and
stamping out abuses of power
in order to build legitimacy
and protect human rights.

IMPACT
The Caribbean Human

Development Report (HDR)
2012: Human Development
and the Shift to Better Citizen
Security, commissioned by the
UNDP as the first HDR on the
Caribbean, analyzes the impact
of insecurity and violence on
human development, within
the development context of
Caribbean Small Island

Developing States (SIDS). 
Most importantly, the

Caribbean HDR provides evi-
dence based recommendations
on how to better address inse-
curity and violence in the
English and Dutch-speaking
Caribbean countries.

Seven countries were
selected for research, in order
to represent variations in geog-
raphy, population size, level of
development, and the degree
and character of the problem
of insecurity. They were
Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica,
St. Lucia, Suriname and
Trinidad and Tobago. These
countries depend heavily on
tourism for economic stability.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines is the sched-
uled keynote speaker for the
opening of the fourth annual
Business of Sport International
Conference in Jamaica.

Conference organizers
said that Gonsalves will offi-
cially declare the conference

open on May 1, under the
theme “Transform the Game”.

Joining him will be
Jamaican and international
speakers who will aim to pro-
vide the context for robust
deliberations on critical issues
affecting the sporting industry.

“This year will be riveting,
with high-profile speakers, and

the outcomes will be game
changers,” said Christopher
Samuda, Business of Sport
partner.

Like previous years, there
will be targeted discussions for
regional ministers of sport and
collegiate students.

Æ

Barbados is gearing up
for a year of entertain-
ment, featuring music,

performing arts and film festi-
vals, plus sports. Below is a
listing of some of those attrac-
tions on the Caribbean island:

Barbados Polo Open –
January through May –
Featuring visiting teams like
Cheshire and the Villages.
Visit www.barbadospolo-
club.com for more informa-
tion.

Holetown Festival – Feb.
9-16 - Commemorates the
anniversary of the first 
settlement of Barbados at
Holetown in Feb. 1627.
Festival highlights local arts
and crafts and Barbadian cul-
ture and history. Includes lec-
tures, fashion shows, beauty
contests, street parades, tattoo
shows, exhibitions, concerts,
theatrical presentations and
an antique car parade. Visit
www.holetownfestivalbarba-
dos.com.

24th Annual Bridge
Festival Sun, Sea & Slams –
Feb. 11-15 - The festival fea-
tures events for pairs and
teams and concludes with an
awards dinner. Visit
www.barbadosbridge.org.

Holders Season – Mar. 22
to April 5 - Barbados’s season
of operas, classical, jazz, Latin
and Caribbean music in the
open air gardens of historic

Holders Plantation House.
Visit www.holdersseason.org.

24th Barbados
International Game Fishing
Tournament – April 9-13

Anglers from Europe, the
United Kingdom, Canada,
North and South America
compete with those in the
Caribbean to catch blue mar-
lin, yellow fin tuna and
wahoo. Visit www.barbados-
gamefishing.com. 

Oistins Fish Festival –
April 19-21 - Held in the 
fishing town of Oistins on
Barbados’s southern coast.
Visitors can expect live calyp-
so and reggae music, craft
fairs, family games and stalls
selling seafood dishes. Events
include the fish boning tour-
nament, boat races and
grease-pole competition. 

Reggae Festival – April
21-28 - The festival celebrates
the history and culture of reg-
gae in Barbados. Visit
www.thebarbadosreggaefesti-
val.com.

Mount Gay Regatta –
May 15-18 - Sailing, entertain-
ment and hospitality. Visit
www.barbadoscruisingclub.org

Top Gear Festival – 
May 17-18  - The festival will
make its Americas debut in
Barbados at Bushy Park
Circuit. Hosted by Jeremy
Clarkson, Richard Hammond
and James May, it will feature

cars and driving talent, includ-
ing The Stig, the Top Gear
Stunt Team and guest drivers
from the world of motorsport
and entertainment. Visit
www.topgearfestivalbarba-
dos.com. 

17th Annual Barbados
International Masters Football
Festival – May 17-20 -
Approximately 20 teams from
the United Kingdom, United
States, Canada, Brazil,
Paraguay, Trinidad, Dominica,
St. Vincent, Grenada, Guyana
and Antigua will participate in
this soccer fest.

Gospelfest – May 17-25 -
Features local, regional and
international talent. Grammy
Award winning artiste
Hezekiah Walker will head-
line the festival. There will
also be an International Choir
Competition. Visit www.bar-
badosgospelfest.com.

Crop Over Festival – July
4 to Aug. 3 - Live music, danc-
ing, carnival, markets and cul-
tural presentations scheduled.
“Kadooment Day”, Aug. 3,
marks the end of Crop Over
and includes a festival and
costume parade. Visit

www.ncf.bb.
Barbados Food and Wine

& Rum Festival – Nov. 20-23 -
Features international chefs at
various locations around the
island.  Visit www.food-
winerum.com.

Powerade Run Barbados
Series – Dec. 5-7 - Comprises
3K, 5K, 10K events, plus a fun
mile run and walk, a half
marathon and marathon.

For more information,
www.visitbarbados.org or call
1-800-221-9831.

Æ

Top Gear revs up Barbados in MayViolent crime hinders Caribbean tourism ~ UNDP

‘Transform the Game’ to highlight sports impact on Caribbean

SUN FUN: Barbados lines up year of entertainment, excitement
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Barbadians celebrate Crop Over.

Sealy

“We have identified events
and niches that are integral
to the viability of our indus-
try” – Sealy



An exhibition on the history
of Rastafari culture, which
originated in Jamaica, is on
display at the Institute of
Jamaica in the island’s capital
Kingston.

“Rastafari: Unconquerable!”
examines the “Revelation of
Rastafari”, the “Philosophy and
Evolution of the Rastafari
Movement”, the “Visit of His
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie
to Jamaica” and offers a historical
review of the challenges experi-
enced by Rastafarians in Jamaica. 

“We welcome the staging
of such an exhibition which
explores the contribution of
Rastafari to the Jamaican
society, and demonstrates the
diversity of our culture,” John
Lynch, Jamaica’s director of
tourism, said in a recent press
release promoting the exhibi-
tion.

“This exhibition is timely
and provides the Jamaica
Tourist Board with an oppor-
tunity to showcase our capital
city to visitors who travel to
the island to experience our
unique and rich cultural her-
itage.”

COLLABORATION
The exhibition marks the

culmination of several months
of research and work to col-
lect and document numerous
images and historical narra-
tives of the rise and global
influence of the indigenous

Rastafari culture. It represents
a collaborative effort between
the Institute of Jamaica,
through its National Museum
Jamaica division in partner-
ship with the Rastafari

Millennium Council. 
Institute curator David

Stimpson collaborated with
Ras Anthony Witter,
Rastafarian oral historian and
artist, to develop the exhibi-
tion.

“All of the work has been
done in consultation with the
Millennium Council, Rastafari
Consultation Committee, and
through direct conversations
with the various Mansions of
Rastafari,” said Stimpson.

The exhibition runs
through to July 2014.
Information can be found on
the IOJ’s website www.institu-
teofjamaica.org.jm.

Æ

PETER WEBLEY

& EDWIN ALI

Over the years the
United States Virgin
Islands (USVI) has

built a reputation for offering
some of the most beautiful
beaches in the world, some of
the most diverse dive sites,
and some of the most interest-
ing historical tours and cul-
ture.

These were outlined by
USVI Tourism Commissioner
Beverly Nicholson Doty at a
dinner for media and other
personalities on Jan 23 at the
Hyatt Marquis hotel in down-
town Miami, Florida.

The commissioner
explained some of the attrac-
tions offered in USVI and
showed two short videos high-
lighting the many aspects of a
top tourist destination. She
noted that the USVI
Department of Tourism has
been working on attracting
Virgin Islanders abroad to
return to their homeland and
take advantage of the oppor-
tunities being offered to
ensure they have an enjoyable

vacation.

DELIGHTS
The USVI offers amazing

food from every culinary
delight at spectacular restau-
rants to fit every mood,
whether it’s a romantic setting
for two or a celebration for
large groups. In addition USVI
offers a wide range of accom-
modations, including guest
houses, bed and breakfasts,
eco-tents and luxury resorts.

There are three carnivals:
the VI carnival in April; St.
John Celebrations in July; and
Crucian Christmas Festival in
December.

Seven flags have flown
over the USVI, making it one
of the most culturally diverse
destinations in the Caribbean.

For those interested in
sports, there’s the Half
Ironman Triathlon on St.
Croix, the Rolex Regatta and
Paradise Jam Basketball
Tournament in St. Thomas,
and the 8 Tough Miles Race in
St. John.

Other opportunities for
visitors to have an enjoyable
experience include, champi-

onship golf courses, including
Mahogany Run in St. Thomas
and Buccaneer Golf Course
and Carambola Golf Course
in St. Croix.

This month’s activities
include the St. Croix Yacht
Club Regatta, St. Croix Mardi

Gras Parade and St. Croix
Agricultural and Food Fair.

In March there’s a St.
Patrick Day Parade, St.
George Botanical Gardens
Flower and Fine Arts Festival,
and the United Chili Cook Off.

So why wait?  Book your

vacation now.

Peter Webley is publisher and
Edwin Ali a freelance writer
for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Jamaica exhibit explores
Rastafari history, culture

U.S. Virgin Islands offers ideal vacation paradise for visitors
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USVI dancers bring carnival to Miami’s American Airlines Arena during a Heat game last month.

Roots of Rasta showcased.



CARY SIEGEL

As a father of five teenagers,
it feels like all I do every day
is teach my kids lessons.

These lessons span a wide
range of topics – from how to
treat others, being a team
player, to exuding confidence
not cockiness.

It has taken me years to
determine the most important
lessons pertaining to personal
money management,
which is one of the
most important skills
they need to learn.

With all the
issues facing
teenagers today, why
do I say this? Three
reasons:

1. Schools teach
them absolutely
nothing about per-
sonal money manage-
ment.

2. The example
set by our society is
to spend more than
they make (in other
words, debt is good).

3. It is one of the most
important skills they need to
take into adulthood.

‘MUST TEACH’
It is imperative to set the

right example for your chil-
dren when it comes to money
management. Here are what I
consider every dad’s three
“must teach” principles:

• Always live below your
means - If you want to man-
age your money successfully,
this is one of the most impor-

tant principles to follow. And,
this is where most Americans
have gone, and will continue
to go, wrong. People want to
have everything…now. They
just can’t wait until they can
afford it.

But you must wait until
you can afford something
before you buy it. If you make
a habit of purchasing things
you can’t afford, you will
quickly begin a downward spi-
ral that will continue until you

go bankrupt. Plus, you’ll enjoy
your purchase all the more.

If you always live below
your means, you will always
have extra money to save and
invest. Over the years, your
money will grow and you will
find yourself with significant
financial security. Keep in
mind that living below your
means doesn’t mean living
badly. It means you prioritize
your spending and focus on
what is most important to you.
It means “living smartly.”

When it comes to healthy
finances, periodically evaluat-
ing one’s budget and savings
goals is crucial. Unfortunately,
most people don’t do enough
reflection.

According to a recent sur-
vey by Ally Bank, only 15 per-
cent of consumers check their
bank account daily.

“If you’re looking to
shape up your finances, you’ll
want to have a concrete plan.
Without one, it will be harder
to meet your goal,” advises Di
Morais, deposits and innova-
tion executive at Ally
Financial.

“Drawing up a budget,
and allotting a portion of each
paycheck to savings is crucial
to short and long-term finan-
cial health.”

TIPS
Here are some tips to get

started:
Build a budget -

Budgeting can help you better
understand your financial situ-
ation, save for the future and
pay your bills today. By track-
ing spending, you can pinpoint
which expenditures can be
eliminated or trimmed, lead-
ing to greater savings over the
coming months. Just be sure
to perform a regular self-
review so you stay true to
your budget. And don’t be
afraid to edit your plan as
needed.

Perform a checking check
up - Don’t settle for an out-
dated or inconvenient check-
ing account that offers little to
no return in interest. Some
newer checking accounts offer
daily compounded interest on
checking balances. Consider

options that have additional
perks, such as card-linked
offers and deals. A direct or
online bank is a good bet, as
they typically have lower
operating costs compared to
traditional banks and can
offer you competitive rates.

Connect anywhere, any-
time - Don’t leave a literal
paper trail! Opt for a bank
that allows you to perform
transactions online or by
phone. Not only is this a

faster, more convenient way to
bank, you can also keep track
of your finances in real time.
Don’t forget to research the
availability of your financial
institution. Look for features
like 24/7 live customer service
and online chat.

Earn while saving - If
you’re looking to earn on
short-term savings without a
hard commitment, consider
CDs and other short-term sav-
ings options. Even an interest-
bearing savings account can
be a good alternative.

The ability to adjust your

rate, should interest rates
increase, can be very advanta-
geous. For example, Ally
Bank offers “Raise Your
Rate” Two- and Four-Year
CDs which allow customers to
raise their rate once or twice
respectively during the CD
term should rates increase.

Plan for retirement -
Setting aside enough money
for retirement is the primary
concern among the majority
of consumers, according to a

recent survey. In addition to
participating in employer-
sponsored plans, consider bol-
stering individual savings and
look to bank with an institu-
tion that can provide products
such as IRAs.

More money management
ideas and strategies can be
found online at www.ally.com.
With a little planning, you can
become a more financially
secure you.

- Edited from StatePoint.

Æ

DAVOS, Switzerland, 
CMC – The Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB)
says it has signed a “keystone”
agreement with the credit 
card company MasterCard to
improve economic inclusion,
transparency and financial for-
malization through the expan-
sion of electronic payments in
the Caribbean and Latin
America. 

The IDB said last month
that the five-year public-
private partnership was
announced at the World
Economic Forum here.

The Washington, D.C.-
based financial institution said
the agreement is intended to
enhance access to information
and promote the transition to
electronic payment services in
the region, “which can help
reduce transaction costs and
increase the efficiency of
financial disbursements.

“Replacing cash-based
systems for electronic ones

also can potentially reduce
leakages, increasing the likeli-
hood that payments and bene-
fits end up in the hands of
intended beneficiaries and
recipients, helping to improve
the lives of the underserved,”
the statement said.

TRANSPARENCY
According to IDB

President Luis Alberto
Moreno, “this initiative takes
a two-pronged approach to
promote financial transparen-
cy and formalization in the
region.

“First, we intend for it to
enhance access to information
and accountability among gov-
ernments in Latin America
and the Caribbean,” he said.

“Second, in partnership
with banks, microfinance
organizations, development
organizations and the private
sector, we plan to extend elec-
tronic payment and financial
services to the underserved as

a vehicle for families and busi-
nesses across the region to
overcome poverty,” he added.

With this new public-pri-
vate partnership, Moreno said
the partnership intends to
demonstrate the impact “we
can have when sectors come
together to formalize local
economies and extend the
payment ecosystem.

“By offering financial
tools that enable and empow-
er underserved consumers and

merchants, we could poten-
tially create greater efficiency,
transparency and inclusion for
all,” said Ajay Banga,
MasterCard’s chief executive
officer.

PIONEER
With this agreement, 

IDB said MasterCard
becomes its first corporate
partner in transparency, mak-
ing the company a pioneer in
this type of public-private
partnership.

MasterCard will join the
IDB and the Government of
Norway in providing strategic
advice to the IDB´s
Transparency Fund, the state-
ment said. The fund is the bank’s
primary source of grant financ-
ing for transparency-related proj-
ects and initiatives in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

As part of the bank’s pub-
lic sector management agen-
da, the IDB said the fund has
been a “key catalyzer of

investments in this area, creat-
ing synergies between projects
in an $800 million portfolio
(2008-2012) to help govern-
ments in the region.”

In his role as official
MasterCard representative to
the Fund, Gilberto Caldart,
MasterCard president for 
the Latin American and
Caribbean, expects to bring
MasterCard’s full expertise in
the technology and payments
industries to help govern-
ments identify leakages, ana-
lyze cost savings of electronic
systems, and develop action
plans to implement more
transparent systems, the IDB
said.

“We strongly believe that
this effort will help to pro-
mote government transparen-
cy, efficiency and accountabili-
ty within the LAC (Latin
America and Caribbean)
region,” Caldart said.

Æ

Are dads teaching children
responsible money management?

TAKING CONTROL: How to manage your money better

IDB, MasterCard sign agreement to promote economic inclusion in Caribbean
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It’s important that father’s engage children in discussions
about finances.

Without planning, money can be easy come easy go.

Moreno

(Continued on page 16)



• Develop a written budg-
et and evaluate it every single
month - People think this is
painful, but it’s actually quite
simple. And it must be done.
You can’t manage something
you’re not tracking. And the
concept is clear – more money

must come in every month
than goes out!

I have a simple budgeting
process that takes a half-hour
every month and allows for
the three most important parts
to be completed: developing,
tracking and analyzing. The
analysis part is so important.
Where did you spend too
much? Where didn’t you
spend as much? What else do
you need to include next
month? What is in your emer-
gency fund? What are your
financial goals for the next 12
months? And remember, you
will always have tradeoffs!

• Save and invest 50 per-
cent of every salary increase -
This is an easy principle that
requires a little discipline.
Think about it - you were liv-
ing on your old salary before
you got a raise. You can have
the best of both worlds.
You’re still going to live bet-
ter, but why not invest some
for your future?

Most people don’t do this

because they get behind in the
first place. They start by
spending more money than
they make in the first place.
You just can’t do that. If you
employ this principle, you will
be shocked at how well you
do financially over time.

Ninety-five percent of
adults don’t follow these prin-
ciples because they’ve been
told that debt is O.K. and
they’re trying to keep up with
the Joneses (who, by the way,
are bankrupt)! 

Take the time to talk with
your children about all the
issues that confront them.
Especially, take the time to
discuss the issue of personal
money management. From
experience, we all know that it
is an issue that has caused
much pain to our generation.

- Edited from an article 
submitted by News and
Experts. Cary Siegel is a
retired business executive. 

Æ

If there’s one thing
Americans have learned
from the financial crisis of

2008, it’s that they do not want
to lose their money – again –
especially for folks of a certain
age, says financial advisor
Philip Rousseaux, a member
of the Million Dollar Round
Table association’s Top of the
Table forum for the world’s
most successful financial serv-
ices professionals. 

Whether investors are
decades or a just a few years
away from retirement, or are
currently retired – and
whether or not they lost most,
some or no money at all dur-
ing the mass money meltdown
– Rousseaux offers tips and
tools to help you stay retired:

• Look for the hidden
fees in your employer-spon-
sored 401(k) - Last July 1, a
new Department of Labor

rule required all hidden
fees attached to retire-
ment plans and mutual
funds be disclosed to
employers and employ-
ees. By some estimates,
up to 90 percent of fees
attached to retirement
plans are hidden. Get an
accounting of all fees and
if you can’t decipher the
information, attend a
financial workshop or
talk to a financial advis-
er. It may be time to roll
some your money into a
less expensive plan.

According to an
AARP survey, 71 per-
cent of those with a
401(k) had no idea they
were paying fees for
their retirement
accounts.

• Explore fixed-rate
indexed annuities -
Investing all of your
retirement savings in Wall
Street exposes you to a lot of
risk. That may be acceptable
when you’re in the prime of
your career, but it’s important
to find alternatives that pro-
vide for growth while protect-
ing savings.

“Fixed-rate indexed annu-
ities, where you loan an insur-
ance company money and it
guarantees you payments over
a specified length of time,
allows you to forecast the
income you’ll generate,”
Rousseaux says. “While these
annuities will have a ceiling on
interest rates, they’ll also have
a floor. Your principal is safe
and you can ride an up market
without the risk.”

• Turn your IRA or 401k
into a joint account - For

many people this may sound
like a new concept, but this is
something Everest Wealth
Management has been using a
planning tool for the last
decade. While it’s true the
IRA, which stands for
Individual Retirement
Account, is something only
one person can own, many
alternative investments such
as a fixed annuity offer bene-
fits such as guaranteed life-
time income. Within these
plans the owners have the
option to guarantee income
on both lives, thus creating a
joint income for both the hus-
band and wife.

• How much you have
isn’t as important as you think
- For years planners have
touted finding your magical

number so that you can afford
retirement. This is simply not
an accurate measurement and
isn’t what matters, according
to Rousseaux.

“With interest rates at 60-
year lows and people living
longer due to health care
advances, the priority in plan-
ning is how much income can
you generate and will that
income last for your lifetime.”

The income your invest-
ments can generate is the key
to successful retirement plan-
ning in the second phase,
which Rousseaux calls the dis-
tribution phase.

- Edited from an article con-
tributed by News and Experts.

Æ

Are dads teaching children responsible money management?

RETIREMENT TOOLS: Why the ones that get you there won’t keep you there
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Growing older doesn’t mean growing destitute,



ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada,
CMC – Grenada said it is
encouraged by talks with
Venezuela on possible assis-
tance to the Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM) country.

Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell held talks late last
month with Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro on
the sidelines of the recently
concluded Latin America and
Caribbean (CELAC) summit.

“We were very encouraged
by the talks we had with
President Maduro. We were
pleased about how enthusiastic
he was about the proposals we
put forward,” Mitchell said.

“We are about strengthen-
ing those ties with Venezuela,

which has been very receptive
to our development needs,” he
added.

Grenada is seeking assis-
tance in a number of areas and
teams from both countries are
to meet to explore areas of
cooperation. Mitchell said he
also discussed the possibility of
further assistance under the
Petro Caribe arrangement, the
oil initiative that Caracas
launched in 2005 for selling oil
to Caribbean countries on con-
ditions of preferred payment.

Mitchell also indicated that
an official invitation had been
extended to Maduro to visit
Grenada, who is reported to
have accepted the invitation.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) said that, despite two
consecutive financial arrange-
ments with Grenada, totaling
more than $28 million, the
island missed the key program
objectives of securing a sus-
tainable fiscal position and a
higher growth path.

The IMF said that
Grenada during the period
2006-11 had received $15.2
million in assistance under its
Poverty Reduction and
Growth Facility (PRGF)
arrangement and a successor
$13.3 million Extended Credit
Facility (ECF) arrangement
that was approved in April
2010.

The IMF said on Jan. 13,
2014, its executive board dis-
cussed the ex post assessment
(EPA) of the longer term pro-

gram engagement in Grenada
and “broadly agreed with the
staff’s assessment that engage-
ment with the Fund under two
consecutive arrangements dur-
ing 2006-2011 had helped
Grenada cope with major
shocks and advance key
reforms, including the intro-
duction of a value-added tax
and improved financial regula-
tions.

“Nonetheless, they con-
sidered that the overall eco-
nomic performance under the
Fund-supported programs had
proved uneven, and the key
program objectives of securing
a sustainable fiscal position
and a higher growth path had
largely been missed.”

The Washington. D.C.-
based financial institution said
against this background, the
IMF has drawn “lessons that
should inform the design of
future programs with Grenada
and comparable small
economies.”

It said the IMF executive
directors highlighted the
importance of choosing pro-
gram objectives that are con-
sistent with extensive capacity
and institutional constraints
and the critical need of secur-
ing program ownership by
country authorities.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada –
The Grenada government said
it will make adjustments to
the Electronics Crime Bill
after it was criticized by the
island’s media organization
and the Vienna-based
International Press Institute
(IPI) for quietly allowing the
legislation to become law
despite government promises
of reform.

“The government of
Grenada, and especially 
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell remain committed to
making the adjustments to the
Electronics Crime Bill that
will eliminate any clauses that
appear to infringe on the con-
cept of a free media, or that
seeks to criminalize libel,”
said Hamlet Mark, senior
adviser on information to the
prime minister.

“We had hoped that the
amendment would have been
before the Parliament at the

last sitting, but it was not
included on the Order Paper
because of administrative
delays at the legal depart-
ment.

“Given the latest develop-
ments, the prime minister has
again instructed that the
preparations are completed
and that all concerned ensure
that the matter will be on the
agenda for the next sitting of
Parliament.”

CONCERN
The Media Workers

Association of Grenada
(MWAG) had said it was con-
cerned that the government had
not removed an offending
clause from the bill that could
severely undermine free expres-
sion, and infringe on the rights
of Grenadians and journalists in
particular.

In a release on Jan. 30,
MWAG stated that “it will not
stand for anything short of the

total deletion of Clause 6 of
the Electronics Crime Bill
2013, now Electronics Crime
Act, and a revision of other
offending clauses.” 

According to MWAG,
Mitchell, in a telephone 
discussion with MWAG
President Shere-Ann Noel,
had indicated he had instruct-
ed Attorney General Cajeton
Hood to remove the clause on
July 2, 2013 and again on
Sept. 25, 2013.

Mark reiterated that “nei-
ther the Office of the Prime
Minister, nor my own personal
position from where I sit, has
a contradictory or adversarial
position to what MWAG and
such other interested parties
are advocating.

“We are confident that
the issue will be cleared at
short order; and the commit-
ment made will be kept.”

Æ

...seeks aid from Venezuela

CASTRIES, St. Lucia – The
St. Lucia government says it
will pursue its agenda against
crime relentlessly and hinted
at revisiting legislation that
would make it much more dif-
ficult for persons to obtain
bail, particularly for gun relat-

ed crimes.
Prime Minister Dr. Kenny

Anthony, in a nationwide radio
and television address late last
month, said that while the
murder toll for 2013 was three
less than the previous year, it
was a “statistic of little com-
fort.” He said so far this year,
the island had recorded five
murders.

“This government will
pursue its agenda against
crime relentlessly. Efforts will
be made to enact the Anti-
Gang Bill at the next sitting of
Parliament. 

“Government will review
the legislation that allows for
the remission of sentences
for convicted murderers. A
life sentence must mean what
it says. Seven years for rape
or canal knowledge must
mean seven years served,” 

he said.

BAIL BOND
Anthony said that the gov-

ernment would also be revisit-
ing the Bail Act “to tighten up
on the grant of bail to accused
persons, especially those con-

victed of gun related crimes.” 
But the prime minister

said while his administration
and the police would continue
to do the utmost to provide
security and protection to citi-
zens, it was also important for
citizens to play their part in
crime prevention.

Anthony said the recent
murder of British yachtsman
Roger Pratt, 62, put St. Lucia in
the headlines for the wrong rea-
son. But he praised the police
for their work, adding “here is a
good example of how our citi-
zens can come together and
assist the police.

“ … We cannot and we
must not surrender to the crim-
inals in our midst,” he told the
nation.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

St. Lucia rallies against crime

WRONG PATH: Grenada misses key IMF objectives

Grenada to adjust Electronics Crime Bill 
after local media protests, international outcry
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Caribbean Americans in
South Florida, who are
eligible to enroll in the

United States’ Affordable
Care Act, will be able to sign
up for the health insurance
program on Feb. 15.

Application counselors
and navigators will be present
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Praise Tabernacle
International in Plantation to
assist with enrollment through
the marketplace.

Those qualified to sign up
are being asked to bring along
proper identification, proof of

income, letter of support if 
the person is not being taken
care of by parents or children,
Social Security card, immi-
grant documents, proof of
insurance and last tax return.

The event is being pre-
sented by Jamaican-born
Florida State Representative
Hazelle Rogers and U.S.
Congressman Alcee Hastings.

Praise Tabernacle
International is located at
1050 N.W. 43rd Ave.

For more information,
call 954-497-3367.

Æ

‘Obamacare’ sign-up Feb. 15
in South Florida

FREE TAX PREP

DeVry University’s
Accounting Club will offer
free tax preparation (VITA)
at its campus located at 2300
S.W. 145th Ave., Room #229,

Miramar,
Florida.  
The prepara-

tion sessions
will be held
Feb. 1 to April
12 from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. on
Wednesdays
and from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturdays. 
VITA

(Volunteer
Income Tax
Assistance) is
an Internal
Revenue
Service (IRS)
program that

offers free tax preparation to
individuals with income of
$57,000 or less.  VITA volun-
teers are certified by the IRS
to prepare individual tax
returns with free electronic fil-

ing.
For more information, call

Andrew Hoo at 754-423-4365.

COLLEGE FAIR

Parents and students in
South Florida can meet repre-
sentatives from some 200 col-
leges and universities from
around the United States dur-
ing a college fair on Feb. 9 in
Miami, Florida.

Those who attend will be
able to learn about financial
aid, admissions, testing and
scholarships.

The fair, sponsored by
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools, is scheduled for noon
to 4 p.m. at the Doubletree
Miami Airport Hotel and
Convention Center.

Admission is free. Parking
is $5. The college fair informa-
tion hotline is 305-995-1739.
Students may pre-register at

www.gotomyncf.com.

HAITIAN GALA

The Haitian Heritage
Museum, a not for profit
organization designed to high-
light and preserve Haiti’s cul-
ture, will, on Feb. 22, host its
annual fundraising gala to cel-
ebrate its opening 10 years
ago in Miami, Florida.

The gala will celebrate a
decade of the museum serving
as a platform for the Haitian
culture through education and
art. It will also honor and cele-
brate the achievements of
community leaders, philan-
thropists and thespians direct-
ly impacting the Haitian com-
munity.

The scheduled keynote
speaker is Harry LaRosiliere,

the first Haitian African
American mayor elected in
Plano, Texas. Actor Jimmy
Jean Louis is a special guest.
The dance troupe Delou
Africa is scheduled to per-
form.

Honorees include Leslie
Buckley and Miami Dade
Commissioner Jean Monestime.

Cocktails begin 7 p.m. For
more information and reserva-
tions, call or e-mail Eveline
Pierre at 305-371-5988 or
hhmevents@comcast.net.

The Haitian Heritage
Museum is located at 4141
N.E. Second Ave.

- Compiled from various
sources.
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BUSINESS EXPO

- Photograph by Ryan Holloway

The Miami-Dade Economic Advocacy Trust (MDEAT) and the West Perrine CDC recently hosted “The Second Annual MLK Business
EXPO” in partnership with Economic Development Council of South Miami-Dade, Inc; Neighbors and Neighbors Association;
Partners for Self-Employment; and Unique Coalition of Minority Business of South Dade, Inc. at the Palmetto Bay Village Center in
South Florida. MDEAT Executive Director John E. Dixon, Jr., right, who described the event as a success, is seen greeting a partici-
pant. The free event offered an opportunity for nearly 100 local businesses to build alliances, network, and expand their market
share. It was a part of the West Perrine 33rd Annual MLK Celebration aimed at targeting businesses in South Dade and providing
tools to help foster business growth and expansion. 

Ring in 2014 with COLA
People who receive 

Social Security or
Supplemental Security

Income (SSI) get to ring in the
new year with a COLA.

In 2013, more than 60 mil-
lion Americans received a 1.5
percent cost of living adjust-
ment (COLA) in their month-
ly benefit payment.  

The 1.5 percent COLA
began with increased benefits
for more than 57 million
Social Security beneficiaries in
Jan. 2014, and payments to
more than eight million SSI
recipients in late Dec. 2013. 

The estimated average
monthly Social Security pay-
ment to a retired worker is
$1,294 (in 2014), up from
$1,275 (in 2013). The average
monthly Social Security dis-
ability payment for an individ-
ual is $1,148 (in 2014), up
from $1,131 (in 2013).

The basic monthly federal
payment for SSI is $721 (in
2014), up from $710 (in 2013).

CHANGES
Some other changes that

take effect in January of each
year are based on the increase
in average wages. For exam-

ple, the maximum amount of
earnings subject to the Social
Security payroll tax (taxable
maximum) will increase to
$117,000, up from $113,700.
Of the estimated 165 million
workers who will pay Social
Security taxes in 2014, about
10 million will pay higher
taxes as a result of the
increase in the taxable maxi-
mum. 

The amount of earnings
needed for one credit of
Social Security coverage has
gone up as well, but all work-
ers can still earn up to four
credits in a year. In 2014, a
worker earns a credit after
earning $1,200. In 2013, one
credit of coverage was $1,160.
It takes 40 credits to be fully
insured for retirement bene-
fits. 

Information about
Medicare changes for 2014 is
available at www.medicare.gov. 

Visit www.socialsecurity
.gov/pressoffice to learn more
about the COLA and other
Social Security changes in
2014.

Æ
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MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans).
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DirecTV - Over 140 channels only $29.99 a
month. Triple savings! $636.00 in Savings, Free

upgrade to Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday ticket
free for New Customers. 

Start saving today! 1-800-376-0868

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra? There’s an Herbal
Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective. VigorCare For
Men the perfect alternative to other products,

with similar results. 60 Pills /99.00 plus S &H 1-
888-886-1041,  

herbalremedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

ProFlowers - Show lots of love this Valentine’s
Day! SAVE 55 PERCENT on our Tender Hugs
& Kisses bouquet with chocolates for $19.99

plus S/H. ALSO, Get 20 percent off your other
gifts over $29! Go to

www.Proflowers.com/Adore or call  
1-800-912-0594

SHARI’S BERRIES - Order Mouthwatering 
Gifts for your Valentine! SAVE 20 percent 
on qualifying gifts over $29! Fresh Dipped

Berries starting at $19.99! Visit
www.berries.com/offer or 

Call 1-800-520-1349

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

A Fun loving married couple seeks to adopt.
Stay-at-home mom & devoted dad. Financial

security. Expenses paid. Let’s help each other.
Call/Text Paula & Adam. 

1-800-790-5260. 
FLBarNo.0150789.

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change … Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Certified Microsoft Office
Professional! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! SC

Train can get you you job ready ASAP! HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet

needed! 1-888-212-5888 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Become an
Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA approved
training. Financialaid if qualified ñ Housing

available. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

866-314-6283.
A

VIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAAApproved. Classes

Starting Soon! 1-800-659-
2080 NAA.edu

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED!
Become a Medical Office Assistant ASAP! No
Experience Needed! Online training gets you

job ready! 1-888-374-7294

NURSING CAREERS begin here - Get trained
in months, not years. Small classes, no waiting
list. Financial aid for qualified students. Apply

now at Centura Institute Orlando 
(888) 22
0-3219.

FINANCIAL

DROWNING IN DEBT? Business, personal
loans. New or consolidated credit available.
Bad credit ok. Call Century Financial 1-800-

931-1942 

PRIVATE INVESTORS WANTED for Mobile &
Permanent ATM Machines. Earn a 10% return

on your money. Cocoa Beach, Florida
Company: Cash Ready ATM, 1-888-259-8781 

FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy a Harris
Bed Bug Kit. Complete Room Treatment

Solution. Odorless, Non-Staining. BUY ONLINE
ONLY homedepot.com

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS! Buy
Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate Bugs

Guaranteed. No Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting.
Available at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot,

Homedepot.com

HELP WANTED

ACTORS/MOVIE Extras Needed immediately
for upcoming roles $150-$300 per day 

depending on jobrequirements. No experience,
All looks needed. 1-800-561-1762 Ext A-104,

for casting times/locations.

TIMESHARE OPC POSITIONS - Hilton Head
Island. East coast's #1 island destination!

Housing to experienced OPC's! Over 25,000
produced in past 3 years! 

Call JIM 843-247-1941 or DON 843-683-9595

REAL ESTATE

$2,000 Moves You In! No credit necessary -
Owner financing his many Florida homes. If you

are handy, call 352-414-1862 or visit: invest-
mentpropertiesondemand.com

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 1-

800-871-9638 (Place Under Autos Wanted)

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia

Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con
ahorros de hasta el 90 en todas las

medicinas que necesites. Llama ahora al 1-
800-261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento con tu

primer orden ademas de envio gratuito.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian
mail order pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to 90 percent on all your medication
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515, for $10.00

off your first prescription and free shipping.

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 28
years experience. 1-800-395-5449

www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; FL
Bar # 307084

#1 Supplier! VIAGRA/ CIALIS
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-
$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE! #1 Male
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.

Save $500 NOW! 888-800-1280

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORIDA

ADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.A. Jodi
Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. 1-800-
852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025) 

BECOME A CNA! (30-HRS)
No HS/GED Required! On-Site

Testing, Job Assistance Also HHA,
CPR, PCT, PHLEBOTOMY/ EKG

Dade/Broward- 954-921-9577 Palm
Beach- 561-840-8804 Saint Lucie-
772-882-4218 www.fastCNA.com

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED!!! TOP PRICES PAID!

Faster-$-$-$-Cash For Local Pickup
Call 813-528-1480 For Free

Shipping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-
0725 tonyteststrips.com

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We’re Local! 

Homejoy
Professional Cleaning $20/hr

Affordable. Convenient. Trusted.
Book online in 2 minutes! For 1

HOUR FREE for new customers, go
to: www.homejoy.com/SFL Or call:

1-855-728-4569

Huge Cabinet Discount
Kitchen Cabinets, Closets, Vanities,

Wall-Units. Granite Countertops
Almighty Woodworks Free

Estimates 305-290-9687 We Serve
Dade, Broward & West Palm

PREGNANT???
1-888-ADOPTION (236-7846) 

Choose a loving family for your
baby. Living & medical expenses
paid.americanadoptions.com Lic.

#100024191 American 
Adoptions of Florida

REMODELED RENTALS
MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD & PALM
BEACH COUNTIES. 1-5 BEDROOM

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
NOW! Section-8 Accepted. Call Now

for Low Pricing. 305-600-5450

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!
Generous Compensation Paid. 
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 

1-800-395-5449 
www.adoption-surrogacy.com

FL Bar # 307084 

Property Damage Claims
No Fee, If No Recovery! Roof Leaks,
Kitchen Damage, Tile Damage, Mold

& All Other Claims Attorney
Charles D. Barnard 954-561-5880

954-295-3861

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



HAVANA, Cuba – Dominica
has called on the United States
to end its decades old econom-
ic and trade embargo of Cuba,
saying it “strongly” supports
the Cuban revolution.

Prime Minister Roosevelt
Skerrit, who was among 33
Latin American and
Caribbean leaders who attend-
ed the second Summit of the
Community of Latin
American and
Caribbean
States
(CELAC),
said the time
had come for
Washington to
review the
policy that
had been
imposed in
1960, nearly
two years after the Batista
regime was overthrown by
Cuban revolutionaries led by
Fidel Castro.

“I will continue to sup-
port, very strongly, the Cuban
revolution; I will continue to
ask the United States to end
the blockade against Cuba and
to free the Cuban five who are
imprisoned,” Skerrit said.

EXTENSION
The U.S. trade embargo

was extended in 1962 to include
almost all imports and, in 1996,
the U.S. Congress passed the
Helms–Burton Act, which fur-
ther restricted American citi-
zens from doing business in or
with Cuba.

In 1999, U.S. President
Bill Clinton expanded the
trade embargo even further by
also disallowing foreign sub-
sidiaries of U.S. companies to
trade with Cuba. In 2000,
Clinton authorized the sale of
certain “humanitarian” U.S.
products to Cuba.

President Barack Obama
has outlined a series of steps
he said that Cuba could take
to demonstrate a willingness to
open its closed society, includ-
ing releasing political prison-
ers, allowing American
telecommunications compa-
nies to operate on the island,
and ending government fees
on U.S. dollars sent by rela-
tives in the U.S. 

CELAC aims to unite all
of the Latin American and
Caribbean states, in order to
strengthen the political, social
and cultural integration of the
region, and stimulate econom-
ic growth. 

Æ

Amnesty International has
urged the United States to
close the Guantánamo Bay
detention center in Cuba,
saying it is time to “end
human rights hypocrisy.” 

Last month, Amnesty
International said the con-
tinued operation of the
detention camp is a “prime
example of the USA’s dou-
ble standard on human
rights.” The human rights
body noted that it is five
years since U.S. President
Barack Obama signed an
executive order to close
the facility.

“On 22 January, 2009,
ordering the closure of
Guantánamo within a year
was among President Obama’s
first official decisions after he
came to office,” said Erika
Guevara Rosas, director of
Amnesty International’s
Americas Program.

“Five years later, this
promise of change has become
a human rights failure that
threatens to haunt President
Obama’s legacy, just as it has
his predecessors.”

‘CARGO’
Guevara Rosas said 12

years after the first detainees
were brought to Guantánamo,
“strapped down in planes like

cargo,” more than 150 men
are still held there and most of
them are held without charge
or trial, adding that a few
Guantánamo detainees face
trial under a military commis-
sion system that does not
meet international fair trial
standards.

Of the almost 800
detainees who have been held
there, Guevara Rosas said less
than one per cent has been
convicted by military commis-
sion, stating that the majority
of those were the result of
pre-trial plea bargains.

“The USA expects other
countries to do what it refuses
to – accept released detainees
who cannot be repatriated,”

she said.
“If

any other
country was
responsible
for the
human rights
vacuum of
Guantánamo,
it would sure-
ly draw the
USA’s con-
demnation,”
she contin-
ued. “It’s
long past
time for the
U.S. authori-

ties to end this double stan-
dard.”

Amnesty International
has called on the U.S. authori-
ties to ensure independent
and impartial investigations
into all credible allegations of
human rights violations car-
ried out at Guantánamo and
against detainees held else-
where. It said the findings
should be made public, and
anyone responsible for crimes
under international law
brought to justice, regardless
of their current or former
level of office.

- Edited from CMC.
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KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent -
Government and Opposition
here used the 2014 budget
debate last month to try to
paint each other as supportive
of austerity measures to deal
with declining fiscal resources. 

In his budget address,
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves re-stated his govern-
ment’s rejection of austerity
measures, saying, “austerity is
a dangerous idea” for St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.

In his response, Opposition
Leader Arnhim Eustace, point-
ed to the failure of the
Gonsalves government to
increase public servants’ salaries
for three consecutive years as
an example of austerity.

Presenting the EC$911
million (one EC dollar =
US$0.37 cents) budget,
Gonsalves said he wanted to
hear the recommendations of
lawmakers “who clamor for
‘austerity’, a ‘balanced’ budget,
and a ‘surplus’ on the current
account at a time of continuing
global and regional economic
uncertainty and downside risks,
and low growth in the domestic
economy.

“I have listened to their
mantra of severe cutbacks in
recurrent spending and of tax
increases. In St. Vincent and

the Grenadines their ‘austere’
expenditure cuts would
undoubtedly include a socially
indigestible menu,” said
Gonsalves, who is also minister
of finance.

RESCUE
He listed some social pro-

grams, which he claimed pro-
ponents of austerity would
abolish, including the Youth
Empowerment Service, Home-
Help-For-The-Elderly
Program, and cutting public
assistance.

He said that advocates of
fiscal austerity also recommend
tax increases, including on
VAT, adding that these recom-
mended tax hikes could yield
between EC$20 million and
EC$30 million in additional
revenues. 

“But my government 
will avoid that kind of austere
action,” he said.

Gonsalves titled his budget
speech “Strengthening the
Socio-Economic Base for
Recovery and Reconstruction
after a Natural Disaster in a
Context of On-Going Global
Economic Uncertainty and
Downside Risks”. The “natural
disaster” was in reference to
Christmas floods, which
claimed nine lives, left three

persons missing and EC$330
million in loss and damage,
according to government esti-
mates and EC$291 million
according to the World Bank.

DISTINCTION
Gonsalves said “prudence”

is to be distinguished from
“austerity”.  He said prudence
means careful spending,
demands sensible expenditure
controls, and it calls for the
elimination of waste, and effi-
ciency in expenditure.

Austerity, on the other
hand, means a harsh applica-
tion of spending cuts and the
avoidance of necessary and
desirable expenditure; and an
increase in the tax burden,
Gonsalves said. 

He noted that most of gov-
ernment’s borrowings were
external to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines by way of soft
loans. Therefore, “the theses of
the government ‘sucking up’

capital and
‘crowding out’ pri-
vate investment
have limited valid-
ity.” 

Gonsalves
further said that
the domestic pri-
vate sector, gener-
ally, loses confi-
dence when the

government refrains from
spending, not when it ramps up
public spending. He said sus-
tainable debt management is
“obviously a critical factor in
the overall management of
public finances.  

“Thus, to those who query:
‘What’s wrong with austerity?’
I answer emphatically:
Austerity is a dangerous idea
because it does not and cannot
work in a socio-economic
milieu like St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines,” said
Gonsalves. “Austerity may bal-
ance the books, but it will cer-
tainly unbalance the country.”

DECLINE
But Eustace, who quoted

economic growth figures 
from 1984, when his New
Democratic Party (NDP) came
to office, indicated that the
economy grew for the majority
of years when the party, which

was voted out in 2001, was in
office. This compares to three
consecutive years of economic
decline under Gonsalves’s
Unity Labour Party (ULP). 

“We were running a cur-
rent account surplus on the
Budget for the full 17 years the
New Democratic Party, yet the
economy grew,” Eustace said.
“We had money to submit and
add to finance our capital pro-
gram.”

He said the NDP adminis-
tration was able to provide
counterpart funding for its
projects from its own
resources, thereby requiring
less borrowing and keeping the
national debt under greater
control.

“Mr. Speaker, with all the
talk … about austerity, this
government, this ULP govern-
ment is now in the third year 
of a freeze in civil servants’
salaries,” Eustace added.
“Well, if that isn’t austerity, I
don’t know what is. 

“… All is not well. All is
not well at all. Look at the
state of our economy today,
look at the private sector, what
is happening to it,” he said.

- Edited from CMC.
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Dominica calls for end
to U.S. blockade of Cuba

Amnesty urges U.S. to close Guantanamo Bay
detention center in Cuba, ‘end hypocrisy”

Government, Opposition row over austerity in St. Vincent and the Grenadines
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Eustace, left, Gonsalves

Amnesty wants to ‘end human rights hypocrisy’.

Skerrit



A century of racial violence 
in Florida will be addressed
Feb. 10 at Broward County’s
African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center.

Author and educator Dr.
Marvin Dunn will return to
the AARLCC to discuss his
newest book, titled “The
Beast in Florida”, at 6 p.m.

According to Dunn, a
symbolic embodiment of
racial violence and hatred,
which he calls “The Beast”,
openly prowled the nation
between the Civil War and the
civil rights
movement.
The reasons it
appeared were
varied - with
psychological,
political, and
economic
dynamics all
playing a part -
but the outcome was always
brutal, if not deadly.

From the bombing of
Harriette and Harry T.
Moore’s home on Christmas
Day to Willie James Howard’s
murder, from the Rosewood
massacre to the Newberry Six
lynchings, Dunn offers a cata-
logue of The Beast’s “ram-
pages” in Florida. 

Dunn reviews a century of
racial violence by examining
communities. Interviews with

descendants of
both perpetra-
tors and victims
shape the study
of Florida’s
racial history. 

Dunn is 
a retired chair-
man of the
Department 

of Psychology at Florida
International University and
author of “Black Miami in the
Twentieth Century”.

The AARLCC is located
at 2650 Sistrunk Blvd., Fort
Lauderdale. For more infor-
mation, call 954-357-6210.

Æ

I. JABULANI TAFARI

There have been many memo-
rable events and heroes along
the ongoing road to racial
equality and social justice in
America.

Usually, only major mile-
stones like the “March on
Washington” and nationally
known leaders like Martin
Luther King Jr. are revered,
while other essential steps and
contributing personalities
often get lost in time.

Black History Month
(BHM) 2014 is an ideal
moment to realize that many
lower profile community
activists, whose behind-the-
scenes contributions were
essential to the movement for
social progress, deserve appre-
ciation. Lest we forget, BHM
2014 is also an opportune time
to recall some of these lesser
known yet important events
which helped pave the road
for subsequent advancements.

‘WALK TO FREEDOM’
For example, the “Walk

to Freedom” was a 1963 
civil rights march in Detroit,
Michigan. The date of the
march, June 23, was chosen to
honor the 20th anniversary of
a 1943 race riot in Detroit that
left 34 people dead and hun-
dreds injured. Also known as

the “Great March on
Detroit”, the “Walk
to Freedom” was
organized by a coali-
tion of grassroots
community activists
to protest against
racial segregation in
the South and racial
discrimination in the
urban North. 

Lest we forget,
an estimated 125,000
blacks plus a few
whites marched
along Detroit’s
Woodward Avenue
carrying placards and
singing “We Shall
Overcome”. The
march ended at
Cobo Hall where King had
been invited to speak. King
repeatedly exclaimed: “I have
a dream this afternoon.” In
retrospect, the Detroit march
gave the civil rights icon an
opportunity to preview his “I
Have A Dream” speech. 

For a short time the
Detroit event was described 
as “the largest civil rights
demonstration in the nation’s
history”. To King and his sup-
porters, the event was a proto-
type and practice run for what
would be an even higher pro-
file and multiethnic event.
Two months later, on Aug. 28,
1963, the historic “March on

Washington” took place, com-
pletely overshadowing the
“Walk to Freedom”.

The “March on
Washington” is also where 
the “I Have A Dream” speech
became world famous.
Meanwhile, the Detroit 
“Walk to Freedom” - and the
activists involved - has been
lost in obscurity outside of
local city history.

AGAINST FEAR
There were many other

important marches following
the “March on Washington”.
Lest we forget, James
Meredith started a one-man

“March Against
Fear” on June 6,
1966 to protest
against racism.
Soon after starting
his 220 mile march
from Memphis,
Tennessee, to
Jackson,
Mississippi, he was
shot by a gunman,
injuring him. When
the news broke,
other civil rights
campaigners,
including King,
Dick Gregory,
Stokely Carmichael
(Kwame Ture), and
Willie Ricks decid-
ed to continue the

march in Meredith’s name.
King called Ricks a “fiery ora-
tor” and, at the time, both
Ricks and Carmichael were
members of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC). 

Ordinary people, both
black and white, came from
all over the country to join the
protesters and participate in
the “March Against Fear”. On
Thursday, June 16, 1966, when
the marchers arrived in
Greenwood, Mississippi, an
angry Carmichael, after being
arrested and released, took
the speaker’s platform and
delivered his famous “Black

Power” speech.

BLACK POWER
Although the slogan

“Black Power” is generally
associated with Carmichael,
Ricks was the first to use the
term as a civil rights rallying
phrase. Ricks was so pleased
with the response to the slo-
gan that he urged SNCC col-
league Carmichael to use it in
his speeches.

However, neither Ricks
nor Carmichael could have
predicted the overwhelming
response to the phrase when
Carmichael used it during the
“March Against Fear” on that
June 1966 night. 

Lest we forget, the protest
that started as the “March
Against Fear” changed into
the “Black Power March” that
night.

Thereafter, the slogan
“Black Power” galvanized a
movement that spread among
black communities the world
over. In calling for “Black
Power” and by popularizing
the chant, Ricks became one
of those unknown heroes who
captured the mood of history
and a moment in time on the
road to racial equality.

I. Jabulani Tafari is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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‘The Beast of Florida’ hunts
history of state’s racial violence

LEST WE FORGET: Unknown heroes of the American civil rights movement
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

BRIEFS
• Black Heritage Festival in
Miami Gardens

A variety of events depicting
the African theme will highlight a
“Black Heritage Festival” between
noon and 4 p.m. Feb. 8 at the
Betty T. Ferguson Recreational
Complex, 3000 N.W. 199th St. in
Miami Gardens, Florida. 

For more information, call 
305-474-3011. 

• Miramar to host family
event

The South Florida City of
Miramar will host a free family
Black History Month Celebratory
Event on Feb. 8 at Miramar Cultural
Center I Arts Park, 2400 Civic
Center Place.

Arts and crafts workshops and
soul food specialties, guest speak-
ers and performances, all paying
tribute to African American history
and culture, are among the event’s
highlights.

For more information, call 
954-602-4521.

• ‘Gospel Explosion’ at MDC
Miami Dade College’s (MDC)

North Campus will present its “8th
Annual Gospel Explosion and Soul
Food Tasting” from 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Feb. 8, in the Lehman Theatre.

The free public event will fea-
ture performances by local choirs,
solo singers and praise dancers

from the South Florida tri-county
area.

The MDC North Campus,
Lehman Theater (Building 5) is
located at 11380 N.W. 27th Ave. For
more information, call 305-237-
3473.
• Arsht celebrates with music,
dance

Music, dance and theater will
feature during the Adrienne Arsht
Center for the Performing Arts of
Miami-Dade County’s eighth season
celebrating Black History Month.

The schedule of events, to be
held at the center in downtown
Miami, Florida, is as follows:
• Feb. 5, 8:30 p.m. – Soweto
Gospel Choir.
• Feb. 16, 4 p.m. – Free Gospel
Sundays with Dottie Peoples.
• Feb. 20-23 – Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater.
• Feb. 28-Mar. 1 – Love American
Style performed by Rennie Harris.

For more information on all
programs, including ticket prices
where applicable, visit www.arsht-
center.org.

• ‘Shades of Black’ exhibition
“Shades of Black II:

Colorization of the Americas”, an art
exhibition focusing on the political,
social and cultural challenges fac-
ing the global African diaspora, is
being displayed at the Little Haiti
Cultural Center, 212 N.E. 59th Terr.

in Miami, Florida. 
For more information, call 305-

960-2969.

• Garvey exhibition in
Miramar

An exhibition celebrating the
contributions of Jamaican National
Hero Marcus Garvey will be on dis-
play this month at the Miramar
Cultural Center, Arts / Park, 2400
Civic Center Place, Miramar, Florida.

Garvey founded the Universal
Negro Improvement Association and
the African Communities League.

For more information, call 954-
602-4521.

• ‘Driving Miss Daisy’
“Driving Miss Daisy”, Alfred

Uhry’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play
by performed by the Walnut Street
Theatre from Philadelphia, will be
staged this month at the South
Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center in
Florida.

Performances are scheduled
for 8 p.m. Feb. 21 and 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. Feb. 22.

The center is located at 10950
S.W. 211th St. in Cutler Bay. For
more information, call 786-573-
5300.

- Compiled from various sources.
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Dunn

“The reasons (the beast)
appeared were varied - with
psychological, political, and
economic dynamics all play-
ing a part - but the outcome
was always brutal, if not
deadly”.

Photograph courtesy of Willie “Mukasa” Ricks.
From left, King, Carmichael and Ricks during the 1966 March against Fear.



NASSAU, The Bahamas - A
test event has been planned
for the Thomas A. Robinson
Stadium ahead of the IAAF
World Relays to be staged
here in May.

High school athletes from
around The Bahamas will

compete in a series of races at
the venue May 9 and 10 as the
country gears up to host the
event two weeks later. 

Organizers said the test
event will shadow the two-day
relay meet that will attract the
world’s top athletes.

“To have competitive
relays which will allow us to
test all our competition offi-
cials and the venue, will be
good for us,” said Local
Organizing Committee
Chairman Keith Parker.

“But for the high school
athletes, having the chance to
be in the stadium where some
of the world’s greatest athletes
will be competing will be an
amazing experience.”

All private and public

schools have been invited to
participate in the test event
and the top 24 teams will be
selected for the 4x100 meters,
4x200 meters, 4x400 meters
and the top 16 for the sprint
medley.

“The test events are going
to be inspirational for the
young athletes who partici-
pate,” said Parker.

“To have our young ath-
letes in the stadium, knowing
what they can be aiming for,
can only be a good thing.”

More than 1,000 athletes
and officials from 40 countries
will be in The Bahamas for
the IAAF World Relays May
24 and 25.

Æ

Test run for World Relays in The Bahamas

Several young, promising
Caribbean players were select-
ed by Major League Soccer
teams in the 2014 MLS
SuperDraft
held last
month in the
United States.

Three
Jamaicans
were among
the top 10
picks in the
first round of
the draft. They
are Andre Blake, the 23-year-
old goalkeeper who played
three seasons at the University
of Connecticut, 19-year-old
midfielder Andre Lewis, a key
player during Jamaica’s suc-
cessful Under-17 World Cup
qualifying team in 2011, and

20-year-old
defender
Damion Lowe.

Blake was
taken with the
first pick of
the draft by
the
Philadelphia
Union and
became the first goalkeeper to
be top overall choice in the
draft. Lewis,
who had been
training with
the North
American
Soccer League
team New
York Cosmos,
was chosen
seventh over-
all by

Vancouver
Whitecaps.
Lowe was
selected eighth
by Seattle
Sounders.

‘HONOR’
“It’s an

honor ... It’s
an honor to be here,” Lowe
said during a press conference
following his selection. “It’s
like a dream come true. Words
can’t explain how I feel right
now because I’ve made a lot
of people proud. In my life.
I’ve been through ups and
downs.”

“I come from a place
where not many people
become successful or fulfill
their dreams. I’m just glad for

this great opportunity and I’m
looking forward to great things
in Seattle.”

Players with Caribbean
roots were selected in the
third and fourth rounds of the
draft. Trinidad
and Tobabo
native
Nicholas
Walker, a
defender who
attended
Fairleigh
Dickinson,
was taken by
F.C. Dallas
with the fifth
pick of the third round. The
Sounders used the 17th pick
of that round to select
Surinamese Stefano Rijssel, a
midfielder/striker.

Chicago
Fire, with the
eighth pick of
the fourth and
final round of
the draft,
selected
Kadeem
Dacres, a
New York-
born mid-
fielder from the University of
Maryland-Baltimore County.
Dacres’s parents are from
Jamaica.

Romena Bowie, the other
Jamaican in the draft, was not
selected by any of the 19 MLS
clubs.

Æ

BOOT POINT: Caribbean players get prime picks in 2014 MLS SuperDraft

Dominica appeared
likely to join
Caribbean neigh-
bor Jamaica at this
month’s Winter
Olympic Games in
Sochi, Russia.

Media reports
late last month stat-
ed that a husband-
wife ski team 
will represent
Dominica at the
2014 Games sched-
uled for Feb. 7-27.

The Dominica
Olympic
Committee (DOC)
was expected to
confirm the island’s
participation and
participants late last month.

United States-based Gary
di Silvestri and his Italian-
born wife Angelica Morrone
di Silvestri confirmed they will
represent Dominica at the
games. They both met qualify-
ing standards - he on the
slopes of Montana and she a

couple of days later far away
in Maine last month.

They have been told that
they represent the first hus-
band-wife team ever compet-
ing in the same Olympics
event - Gary in the men’s 15-
kilometer classical race and
Angelica in the women’s 10-
kilometer classical race.

The di
Silvestris gained
Dominican citizen-
ship through their
philanthropic activi-
ties in Dominica and
other Caribbean
islands, “and that’s
how we ended up
being offered citi-
zenship, a kind of a
thank you,” the hus-
band said. They list
Dominica as their
primary residence

Gary di
Silvestri has United
States, Italian and
Dominica citizen-
ship. His wife is a
citizen of Italy and

Dominica.

RECOMMENDATION
When the International

Olympic Committee contact-
ed Dominica, which has never
entered an athlete in the
Winter Olympics, about possi-
ble participation at Sochi, the

di Silvestris were recommend-
ed. They had been on the
competitive skiing circuit for
years and attended ski camps
in Oregon since 2005.

“They contacted us in
November and we’ve basically
had two months to do what
people do in two years,” said
Gary di Silverstri. “It’s been a
full-time job and we’ve been
travelling to every venue pos-
sible to enter events where we

could meet qualifying times in
order to be in the Olympics.

“It has been an exhaustive
and draining pursuit, but we
finally made it. It took awhile
to sink in, but it’s a great feel-
ing.”

He said the people of
Dominica have grown close to
his family’s heart.

“They are a warm and
welcoming people,” said Gary
di Silvestri. “They haven’t
been spoiled by tourism and
it’s a self-sufficient island. We
certainly have an emotional
attachment to the country.”

The International
Bobsleigh and Skeleton
Federation confirmed that
Jamaica has qualified for the
two-man bobsleigh competi-
tion in Sochi.

- Edited from CMC.
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Dominica, Jamaica to represent Caribbean at Winter Olympics

22 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2014

SPORTS

SPORT BRIEFS
• Caribbean flavor in Super
Bowl
There was Caribbean flavor on the
field for the Feb. 2 Super Bowl. 

Jamaican-born Orlando
Franklin, 26, played on the offen-
sive line for the Denver Broncos
against the Seattle Seahawks.
Franklin moved to Canada as a
child then to United States.

• Caribbean players sign up
for NASL

Two Caribbean soccer players
signed contracts to play in the
2014 season of North American
Soccer League (NASL).

Trinidad and Tobago’s Kareem
Moses will play for FC Edmonton.
Guyanese John Paul Rodrigues will
represent Tampa Bay Rowdies.

• ESPN3 to televise U.S. T20
The United States of America

Cricket Association (USACA) and
ESPN3 have signed an agreement
to deliver the 2014 U.S. National
Cricket Championships exclusively
on the multi-screen sports net-
work. The championships will be
carried live from the Worlds Sports
Park in Indianapolis, Indiana begin-
ning Aug. 21 and concluding Aug.
24.

• Ex-windies greats to help
U.S. cricket

Legendary West Indies crick-
eters Sir Clive Lloyd, Michael
Holding and Alvin Kallicharan are
among the game’s luminaries
named to a recently established
Honorary Advisory Board of the
American Cricket Federation.

Compiled from various sources.
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Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket Legends Viv Richards
ICC Twenty20 World Cup 2012  

West Indies vs New Zealand 2012 One Day                                                                     
Fire in Babylon(Cricket Documentary)

Receive this FREE DVD with each order!!                               
‘An Innings Like No Other”

Call Toll free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Angelica, left, and Gary di Silvestri

Jamaica’s bobsleigh team

Blake

Lewis
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Rijssel Dacres

Walker



What your children eat during
the school day not only affects
their health and wellness, but
proper nutrition can benefit
them academically as well.
Take care to pack lunches and
snacks that will serve your chil-
dren well on both counts!

With that goal in mind,
think superfoods, specific foods
loaded with unusually high
amounts of vitamins, minerals
and antioxidants. Supermarkets
are full of inexpensive, easy-to-
pack superfoods that make
great additions to your child’s
more traditional lunchbox
favorites.

This school year, consider
introducing these three to your
child’s repertoire:

Seaweed - Offers the
broadest range of minerals of
any food on the planet. It con-
tains 10 to 20 times the mineral
concentration of land plants, as
well as protein, fiber iodine,
Vitamin K, folate, magnesium,
iron, and calcium, and measur-
able amounts of vitamins C
and E. And a serving has only
25 to 100 calories.

“Seaweed is nature’s per-
fect snack. It`s easy and fun to
eat, gluten free, vegetarian and
naturally low in calories and
sodium,” says Annie Chun,
seaweed fanatic and co-
founder of GimMe Health.

Nuts - A small handful of
almonds or walnuts pack a wal-
lop of protein, fiber, vitamins,
minerals, and omega-3s. Eating
just a serving a day may help
lower cholesterol, prevent dia-
betes, fight cancer, and even
boost brain power. Recent stud-
ies also suggest that eating nuts
helps promote a healthy weight.

While peanut butter is cer-

tainly delicious and a great
source of vitamins, almond but-
ter has different dietary bene-
fits and its own great taste. So
if you normally pack a peanut
butter and jelly sandwich, send
an almond butter and jelly
sandwich instead. Almonds can
also be a great alternative for
kids with peanut allergies.

Berries - It makes no dif-
ference whether they’re black,
blue or red, berries are a pow-
erhouse of antioxidants and
phytochemicals, which are
proven cancer fighters. They’re
also an excellent source of vita-
mins A, C and E, as well as cal-
cium and folic acid.

Mix berries into yogurt or
oatmeal to create a nutrition-
packed meal. Or add a serving
size of dried fruit with no sugar
added to your child’s lunch
bag. Mix with almonds or wal-
nuts to make a healthy trail
mix.

Between reading, writing
and arithmetic, you can impart
some great wisdom to your
children at lunch time — great
taste and great nutrition can go
hand in hand!

Edited from StatePoint.
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Training health professionals
across the Caribbean, with the
aim of eliminating avoidable
blindness by 2020, remains
among the top priorities of the
regional organization Caribbean
Council for the
Blind (CCB). 

According
to CCB Chief
Executive
Officer Arvel
Grant, while
significant
progress has
been made
since the
Caribbean
launch of Vision 2020 in July
2000, training programs must be
expanded to meet the organiza-
tion’s objectives.

“When we started there
were significant gaps in terms of
how eye health services were
being implemented across the
region,” said Grant at a recent
meeting of Vision 2020 repre-
sentatives from across the
Caribbean in Jamaica.

“For instance we had no
structured way of training,

optometrists, ophthalmologists
and refractionsts. We had very
limited surgical capabilities …
Since then we have stepped up
the pace.”

STEPS
Over the last 10 years, sev-

eral steps have been taken,
including a residency training
program for ophthalmologists at
the University of the West
Indies, Mona campus, and two
regional training programs for
optometrists. Additionally, over
40 refractionists have been
deployed across the region.
According to Grant, while much
has been done, the Caribbean
must move quickly.

In the Caribbean we have
one ophthalmologist to 200,000
persons, so we still have a long
way to go,” he said, 

“Hopefully we will end up
with two universities in Jamaica
running the program - one in
the Windward Islands and
another one in the Leeward
Islands.

“Once we have that up and
running in the next three or four

years we should begin to see the
light of day in terms of having
enough optometrists and refrac-
tionists available to staff posi-
tions in the public and private
sector.”

Grant said until this hap-
pens “we won’t have enough
persons in the field to identify
or refer persons who are at risk
of becoming blind permanently
from conditions such as diabetic
retinopathy, glaucoma and oper-
ative cataracts.

“It is very, very important
that we get refractionists and
optometrists trained so that we
can significantly reduce the bur-
den of avoidable blindness
across the Caribbean,” he
added.

Avoidable blindness is
defined as blindness which
could be either treated or pre-
vented by known, cost-effective
means. According to the World
Sight Day 2013 Report, about
285 million people worldwide
are visually impaired. Four out
of five cases are avoidable.
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Lunchbox fix fuels kids’ dayCaribbean ramps up fight against avoidable blindness

Glucose, HIV and cholesterol
tests, flu shots, mammograms,
and dental, vision and blood
pressure screenings will be
offered at the eighth annual
free community health fair this
month at Miami Dade College’s
(MDC) Medical Campus.

The fair, which will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 22,
will also offer information on
prenatal care, diabetes, asth-
ma, pet care and stress relief.

A “Stress Relief Zone”
will feature free chair mas-

sages, Zumba, nutrition infor-
mation and other services.
Medical information from area
agencies and medical providers
will be available, in addition to
information on the Affordable
Care Act. Representatives
from Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid (CMS) will be avail-
able to answer questions.

KIDS TREAT
In addition to medical

information and screenings,
there will also be a “Children’s

Corner” with face painting, a
bounce house and the Colgate
Bright Smiles Futures Mobile
Dental Van. Additionally,
Healthy Matthew will be pres-
ent to speak to children about
physical activity, nutrition and
dental care. 

The MDC Medical
Campus is located at 950 N.W.
20th St.

For more information
about the fair, call Mark
Everett at 305-237-4445. 

Æ

MDC to host free community health fair Feb. 22

Saturday is usually soup day in
many Caribbean countries. But
in the United States, where the
temperatures can drop to
below freezing, Caribbean
Americans have made a soup
meal more common.

This month, Caribbean
Today features a Publix
Apron recipe of Caribbean
split pea soup and watercress
with mustard dressing.

Caribbean split pea soup 
Ingredients
• 3 small carrots
• 1 bag dried yellow split peas
(14-16 oz)

• 8 oz fresh pre-diced onions
• 6 oz fresh pre-diced celery
• 48 oz reduced-sodium

chicken broth
• 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme
• 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper
• 2 well ripened plantains
• 3/4 lb medium shrimp,
peeled/deveined (thawed)
Preparation

Cut carrots into bite-size
pieces. Combine all ingredi-
ents (except shrimp and plan-
tains) in large saucepan. Cover
and bring to a boil on medium.

Reduce heat to simmer
(soup should still lightly bubble);
cook 20 to 25 minutes or until
peas are tender. Cut ends off
plantain; slice through peel
lengthwise for easy removal. Cut
plantain into bite-size pieces.

Stir plantains and shrimp
into soup (wash hands). Cook
and stir two to four minutes or
just until shrimp begin to turn
pink and opaque. Serve.
(Makes 6 servings.)

Watercress with mustard
dressing 
Ingredients
• 4 oz watercress leaves (or 2

bunches)
• 4 radishes, thinly sliced
• 1 avocado, cut into bite-size
pieces

• 4 slices bacon
• 1 tablespoon cider vinegar
• 1 tablespoon spicy brown
mustard

• 1/4 teaspoon dried mint 

Preparation
Cut watercress into large,

bite-size pieces; place in salad
bowl. Slice radishes and cut
avocado; add both to salad.
Cut bacon into small pieces
(wash hands). Preheat large
sauté pan on medium-high
two to three minutes. Place
bacon in pan; cook until crisp. 

Remove bacon from pan
and place on paper towels to
drain and cool. Reserve three
tablespoons of the bacon fat in
pan; set aside to cool slightly.

Whisk vinegar, mustard,
and mint into bacon fat. Add
bacon and dressing to salad.
Toss and serve.

Æ

Caribbean split pea soup and watercress with mustard dressing

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2014• 23

FOOD/HEALTH

Grant

What you pack is important.
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