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Trinidadian-born Jennifer Carroll
last month stepped down from
her post as lieutenant governor
of Florida as law enforcement
probed a scandal involving a
company she once served as a
consultant., page 2.

Jamaican American Ricardo
M. Forbes, corporate vice 
president and chief diversity
officer for Baptist Health South
Florida, seems culturally-made
– or born – for his job with
South Florida’s largest private
employer, and for changes in
American health care, page 11.

Jamaica, the Caribbean’s lone
representative in the final round
of senior men’s CONCACAF
World Cup soccer qualifiers,
endured a rocky road last month
in its bid for a place in Brazil
2014, drawing, losing and falling
to the bottom of the standings,
page 20.
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~ Jamaican-born educator 
Dr. Beverly Hall rose to the top 
of her profession in the United
States. Now the former city
superintendent of schools is 
facing charges of corruption 
and racketeering in connection
with an exam cheating scandal
in Atlanta, Georgia, page 5.

~ The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
in the United States is reportedly probing 
allegations against Trinidad and Tobago’s
National Security Minister Austin 
“Jack” Warner, left, but Prime Minister
Kamla Persad Bissessar, right, is 
resisting pressure to 
dismiss him, claiming 
no official information 
has come from the U.S. 
on the matter, page 17. 



GEORGETOWN, Cayman
Islands, CMC – Former
Premier William McKeeva
Bush was last month formally
charged with two counts of
misconduct after he was
arrested late last year.

Bush, 57, who will appear
in court next month, is also
facing four counts of breach of
trust by a member of the
Legislative Assembly, contrary
to Section13 of the Anti-
Corruption Law 2008, and five
counts of theft, contrary to
Section .241 of the Penal Code
2007 Revision.

Bush is scheduled to
appear in Grand Court on
April 12. The charges were
laid on Wednesday as the for-
mer premier answered his bail.

Earlier this year, police
had extended the bail to late
March after indicating that the
investigation into the former
head of government in this
British Overseas territory “is
still very active and police are
following several positive lines
of enquiry.”

ABUSE
They said the “re-bailing

of the suspects is to allow fur-
ther investigations to take place
in a number of foreign jurisdic-

tions including
locations in
Europe, the
United States
and in Asia.”
But the ruling
United
Democratic
Party (UDP)
accused the
Royal
Cayman Islands Police Service
of “abuse of official power” as
it relates to the former premier.

“The UDP is of the opin-
ion that over the last 24
months there has been an
orchestrated witch hunt
against the former premier in
an effort to damage his reputa-
tion and remove him as the
democratically elected premier
together with the government
which he led.”

Bush, who came to power
in 2009, has maintained his
innocence.

The police said last year
that Bush had also been
detained in connection with
the alleged importation of
explosive substances without
valid permits on or before
Feb. 2012.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Trinidadian-born
Jennifer Carroll last
month stepped down

from her post as lieutenant
governor of Florida as law
enforcement probed a compa-
ny she once served as a con-
sultant.

Carroll’s sudden resigna-
tion culminated what observers
believed was a tumultuous
term following her selection
for the state’s second highest
political job by Florida’s
Governor Rick Scott.

“She did the right thing
for the state and for her fami-
ly,” Scott said at a news con-
ference last month.

Scott, however, did not
say if he had demanded her
resignation when he learned
of an inquiry into the Internet
sweepstakes firm – Allied
Veterans of the World - to
which Carroll is linked. The
governor is up for re-election.
The firm was a client of a pub-
lic relations company co-
owned by Carroll and was
promoted in a broadcast
advertisement during the 53-
year-old former Navy officer’s
term as member of the Florida
House.

NO TARGET
Scott said he did not

know if Carroll had broken
any law. Reports indicate that
Carroll was  questioned by the
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement. However, in a
statement, she declared her
innocence by claiming: “…I
do not believe I or my compa-
ny are targets of the investiga-
tion.”

She has not been charged

with a crime.
According to Florida’s

Attorney General Pam Bondi,
Allied Veterans of the World
operated a $300 million illegal
gambling scheme while claim-
ing it was a charitable organi-

zation offering benefits to mil-
itary veterans. Only a small
portion of the proceeds col-
lected by Allied Veterans
actually benefitted the veter-
ans, law enforcement said.

The current scandal, how-
ever, was not the first linked
to Carroll during her term as
lieutenant governor, which
began in 2010. Last year a for-

mer aide said she found
Carroll in a compromising
position with another woman.
Carroll, who is married and
has three children, dismissed
the claim.

“Black women who look
like me don’t
engage in rela-
tionships like
that,” she said
at the time.
Carroll is the
first African
American
female to serve
as Florida’s
lieutenant gov-
ernor. She left
Trinidad for
the United
States at age
eight. She later
joined the
Navy as a jet
mechanic and

reached the rank of lieutenant
commander.

A Republican, Carroll
was elected to the Florida
House in 2003. She also
served as executive director of
the Florida Department of
Veteran Affairs.

- Compiled from various
reports.

Æ

Ex-Cayman premier on 
misconduct charge

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico –
United States Immigration
and Customs Enforcement’s
(ICE) agency says the
Caribbean Corridor Strike
Force (CCSF) arrested three
individuals and seized 1,300
kilograms of cocaine with an
estimated street value of $30
million.

“This is one of the largest
amounts of cocaine that 
U.S. Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), with the
assistance of our CCSF part-
ners, has been able to seize in
Puerto Rico this year,” said
Angel Melendez, acting spe-
cial agent in charge of HSI
San Juan, late last month.

“These seizures and relat-
ed arrests are clear proof that
HSI, along with our state and

federal partners, are vigilant
and will not tolerate the
importation of illegal drugs
into the United States through
Puerto Rico,” he added.

SUSPICIOUS
Melendez said the task

force had detected a suspi-
cious vehicle carrying several
tanks of gasoline similar to
those normally used during
the sea transfer of narcotics in
the Caribbean Sea.

“Upon inspection of the
shoreline near Santa Isabel,
the officers detected and
intercepted a vessel carrying
the 1,300 kilograms of contra-
band and arrested the crew of
three Dominican nationals,”
he said. 

Melendez said Simeon
Peña-Hernandez, 52, Paulino
Almonte, 46, and Ramon
Medina-Laureano, 39, were
arrested in conjunction with
the seizure. He said they had
an initial hearing before U.S.
Magistrate Marcos Lopez 
and were transferred to the
Metropolitan Detention
Center in Guaynabo awaiting
the outcome of their case. 

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

The 25-year-old son of a
Bermuda Cabinet minister
was jailed for 18 years in
Florida for a string of violent
offenses.

Tyler Abbott, son of the
Minister Without Portfolio
Leah Scott, received the sen-
tence last month after a plea
bargain.

Abbott reportedly threat-
ened an 87-year-old woman,
stole her purse and led police
on a high-speed chase that
ended in a car crash in Mar.
2012. He also threatened a 92-
year-old woman at a store in
Boynton Beach, Florida.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

ICE seizes cocaine, arrest
three in ‘Caribbean Corridor’

Bermuda 
minister’s son
jailed in U.S.

Florida’s T&T-born lieutenant governor quits
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Bush

Carroll may have some explaining to do after stepping down.

“She did the right thing
forthe state and for her 
family” 

– Governor Scott

“I do not believe I or my
company are targets of the
investigation” 

- Carroll



NELSON A. KING

NEW YORK - A high-
ranking New York Police
Department (NYPD) officer
has acknowledged setting
monthly quotas for summons-
es, arrests and stop and frisks
of Caribbean and other
minority youths while heading
a Brooklyn, New York police
precinct. 

“I set a standard that 
said do your job or suffer the
consequences,” Deputy Chief
Michael Marino admitted 
on the stand in Manhattan
Federal District Court during
a class-action lawsuit challeng-
ing the NYPD’s controversial
stop-and frisk tactics as racial
profiling.

In 2006, a New York State
arbitrator ruled that Marino’s
quotas in the 75th Police
Precinct in the East New York
section of Brooklyn violated
state labor law and ordered
them to end. In the class-
action lawsuit, Judge Shira
Scheindlin was asked to rule
on the constitutionality of the
practice and could order
changes, if the NYPD fails to
convince her that the stops
were not illegal.

NUMBERS GAME
Marino testified that

when he arrived at the 75th
Precinct in 2002 he discovered
that each police officer was
writing only five summonses a
month. He said that level of
activity was so low that it was
detrimental to the community.
He said he, therefore, ordered
the officers to write 10 sum-

monses, make one arrest and
conduct two “good” stop-and
frisks each month.

“I did set numbers for
them that would serve the
community in a better man-
ner,” Marino testified under
questioning.

Marino is also one of the
one of the defendants in a $50
million lawsuit filed by police
officer Adrian Schoolcraft.
Schoolcraft claims that Marino
and other police officers took
him to a psychiatric ward to
discredit his claims of quotas in
2008 against Caribbean immi-
grants and other minorities.

PROFILE
Meantime, another police

officer had also caught a top
Bronx police officer on tape
telling him to specifically tar-
get “male blacks 14 to 21” for
stop-and-frisk because they
commit crimes.

“Stop, the right people,
the right time, the right loca-
tion,” Deputy Inspector
Christopher McCormack is
heard saying on the recording
played in court.

“He meant blacks and
Hispanics,” said Officer Pedro
Serrano, who made the secret
recording, as he testified in
Manhattan Federal District
Court.

“So what am I supposed
to do: Stop every black and
Hispanic?” Serrano was heard
saying on the tape, which was
recorded last month at the
40th Police Precinct in the
Bronx.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A
new national poll in the
United States has revealed
broad support for the legal
status of Caribbean and other
immigrants but not broad sup-
port for their American citi-
zenship.

The survey, conducted by
the Washington-based Pew
Research Center, showed that
a significant number of
Americans say that illegal
immigrants should be permit-
ted to remain in the country
legally, but fewer than half say
they should be allowed to
apply for U.S. citizenship.

The survey also finds that
improving the U.S. economy
appears to have reduced
opposition to immigration,
both legal and illegal, with
nearly half of all Americans,
or 49 percent, saying that
immigrants strengthen the
country because of their
industriousness and skills.

The pollsters say that is

the highest percentage on that
question since Sept. 2000. 

CONTRAST
By contrast, a smaller pro-

portion of Americans, 41 per-
cent, say immigrants are a
burden because they take U.S.
jobs, healthcare and housing.

The pollsters noted that
about three years ago, in June
2010, the balance of opinion
was anti-immigrant. As the
economy was struggling to
emerge from the worst reces-
sion since the Great
Depression, the Pew Research
Center says half of those ques-
tioned, or 50 percent, consid-
ered immigrants a burden to
the U.S., while just 39 percent
said they strengthen the coun-
try.

According to the new
poll, support for granting legal
status to Caribbean and other
immigrants is highest among
blacks (82 percent), Latinos
(80 percent) and those with a

college degree (84 per cent).
But the poll found that sup-
port for granting legal status is
lower among whites without a
college degree (61 percent)
and those ages 50 to 64 (65
per cent). 

The new survey, however,
says that across all demo-
graphic groups, a majority of

those polled want illegal
immigrants to be given a
means of remaining in the
U.S. legally. The new poll
comes as legislators here are
attempting to craft a compre-
hensive plan in addressing the
estimated 11 million immi-
grants living in the U.S. ille-
gally.

U.S. Senator Charles E.
Schumer said late last month
that top business and labor
groups were near agreement
on a guest worker program for
low-skilled immigrants.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

STOP AND FRISK: N.Y. cop admits 
quotas for arresting Caribbean youths

Broad U.S. support for legal status of Caribbean immigrants ~ poll
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PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC – The Haitian govern-
ment has confirmed that an
aide to Prime Minister
Laurent Lamothe was shot
and killed by two masked men
during a drive by shooting last
month.

A statement from the
Office of the Prime Minister
said that Georges Henry
Honorat, 55, was killed on the
night of Mar. 23 at his home in
the Delmas district in Port-au-
Prince. Police spokesman
Gary Desrosiers said Honorat
was shot twice and died at the
scene.

Honorat who also worked
as the editor in chief for the

weekly newspaper Haiti
Progres and was secretary
general of the Popular
National Party (PNP) that
opposed the regime of Jean-
Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier
and his father Francois.

Colleagues said the news-
paper had been receiving con-
stant threats from anonymous
people and blamed what they
term “popular organizations”
for the killing.

In 2008, two journalists
who worked for Haiti Progres
were killed in an outbreak of
mob violence in northern
Haiti.

Æ

NEW YORK - New York
State court has suspended a
lawyer and philanthropist
whom it claimed lived a dou-
ble life by secretly marrying a
prostitute in Jamaica while liv-
ing with his first wife and two
daughters in Manhattan. 

According to court docu-
ments, Joseph Rosenzweig, 56,
was suspended by the state
court system’s Departmental
Disciplinary Committee on
Feb. 26, for six months, for
bigamy.

In his testimony,
Rosenzweig pledged to be
“honest, trustworthy, and not
engage in any conduct that
would reflect badly on myself
or the profession.

“I betrayed the people
who love me, who trust me,
and everybody who knows
me,” he said in court papers.

According to the court

documents, Rosenzweig had
married the prostitute, Radiah
Givens Nunez, in a secret cere-
mony at the Rockhouse hotel
in Negril, Jamaica in 2004. But
the secret marriage was
revealed a few months later,
when his first wife Teresa
opened a letter, sent via FedEx
from Jamaica, with the mar-
riage license, court document
said.

‘COMMITMENT’
Rosenzweig, who was 38

years old at the time, met his
second wife, then 23, at the
New York Dolls strip club in
1995 and fell in love. He gave
Nunez a credit card, set an
allowance, paid for all of her
bills, and they even took lavish
vacations together, according
to the court documents.

“I wanted to demonstrate
to her my commitment to her

in terms of our relationship,
and the way that I thought I
could do that was by marrying
her even though we both
knew it was not a valid mar-
riage,” said Rosenzweig.

“I was so much in love
with her, it didn’t really matter
to me at that time,” he added.

But, according to the
court documents, Rosenzweig
cut off contact and financial
support to Nunez by April
2005, annulling the second
marriage two years later.

In 2009, Nunez won a 
lawsuit filed by Rosenzweig,
claiming he took out two
mortgages on a property,
which he claimed constituted a
loan to her. They later reached
a settlement, court document
said.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

NEW YORK - A
Caribbean-born major 
television news anchor
here has declared publicly
that she is gay and having
a baby with a reporter
from the same television
station. 

NBC newscaster
Jenna Wolfe, 39, who was
born in Jamaica and raised
in Haiti, announced that
she and the station’s for-
eign correspondent Stephanie
Gosk, 40, have been dating for
three years. Wolfe, the sta-

tion’s “Sunday Today” anchor,
whose father grew up in
Puerto Rico, said the couple
plan to wed and go on

“Operation Baby” in
December.

“My girlfriend, Stephanie
Gosk, and I are expecting a
baby girl the end of August,”
she told reporters here, mak-
ing the announcement the
same week that the United
States Supreme Court, the
highest court in the land,
heard arguments in two cases
regarding same sex marriage.

‘ADVENTURES’
“We felt like we wanted

to share our adventures with 

a wide-eyed, little person. The
more we talked about it, the
better the idea seemed,”
Wolfe said, adding she under-
went artificial insemination
with an anonymous donor.

“We were constantly on
the road, juggling a thousand
balls at once. It’s a miracle we
got it all together,” Wolfe said,
noting it was significant that
she came out publicly.

“This is the most exciting
thing that has ever happened
to us. But I don’t want to
bring my daughter into a

world where I’m not comfort-
able telling everyone who I
am and who her mother is.”

Gosk described the
announcement as “a spectacu-
lar moment for us.

“The beauty is that we
live in a time where there’s no
need for secrecy. For a long
time, I had feared I would
never have a child,” she
added.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Haiti P.M.’s aide shot dead

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
United States Department of
Justice says a federal grand jury
in Macon, Georgia has returned
an 18-count indictment alleging
that a Trinidadian-born couple,
who owned and operated a tax
preparation business, “con-
spired to defraud the United
States by preparing and filing
fraudulent tax returns”.

The Justice Department
charged that the “fraudulent
tax returns” prepared and
filed by Natashia and Detrick
Tucker, “illegally claimed
inflated tax refunds for their
clients”.

The Tucker’s tax prepara-
tion business, called T&T
Express, is located in Pine
Mountain, Georgia.

The indictment also
charges both of the Tuckers
with specific counts of “aiding
the filing of false tax returns,
including Natashia Tucker’s
personal returns”.

The Tuckers were arrest-
ed and made their initial
appearances in court last
month. The could face up 
to 10 years in prison.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

T&T couple indicted in U.S.

McCormack said to focus
on the Mott Haven section,
where the problem “was rob-
beries and grand larcenies.

“I have no problem telling
you this,” said the inspector on
the tape. “Male blacks. And I
told you at roll call, and I have
no problem (to) tell you this,
male blacks 14 to 21.”

The NYPD’s controversial
stop-and-frisk tactics have
been the subject of intense
debate here, with many

minorities and legislators,
including Grenadian American
Councilman Jumaane
Williams, claiming that they
unfair target Caribbean immi-
grants and other minorities.
Williams was unlawfully arrest-
ed two years ago during the
West Indian American Day
Carnival Parade on Brooklyn’s
Eastern Parkway. Two police
officers involved in the arrest
were disciplined.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

STOP AND FRISK: N.Y. cop admits 
quotas for arresting Caribbean youths

DOUBLE LIFE: N.Y. court suspends attorney
who secretly married second wife in Jamaica

COMING OUT: Caribbean-born U.S. network T.V. anchor says she’s gay, pregnant
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Wolfe, left, and Gosk
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NORTH CAROLINA - The
United States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
said the family of an elderly
woman has received a $45,000
check as part of the $200,000
stolen from her by Jamaican
scammers operating an illegal
lottery scheme.

ICE said the funds were
recovered by its Homeland
Security Investigations (HSI)
and the Jamaica Constabulary
Force (JCF).

According to ICE, the
unidentified woman, in her 90s,
had received information in
May 2012 that she had won a
lottery prize and was later con-
tacted by an unidentified man
who told her she owed $9,000
in taxes and other expenses in
order to receive the prize.

“The fraudsters cheated
her out of nearly US$200,000
before she reported the scam to
law enforcement,” the immigra-
tion agency said, adding that
HSI special agents, along with
other law enforcement agencies

and the woman’s financial insti-
tution had been able to identify
a bank account at the National
Commercial Bank in Jamaica,
where the illegally obtained
funds had been deposited.

JOLT
Under Project JOLT

(Jamaican Operations Linked
to Telemarketing), an interna-
tional task force comprised of
agents and officers focused on
combating Jamaican-based tele-
marketing fraud operations,
special agents from HSI
Kingston worked with local
authorities in returning the
$45,000 left in the scammer’s
account to the victim.

ICE said that the criminal
investigation is ongoing.

“Unfortunately, we at ICE
have seen these schemes all too
often,” said Brock D. Nicholson,
special agent in charge of HSI
Atlanta, Georgia, adding “we
urge the public to remain vigi-
lant and remember the old
adage ‘ if it appears too good to

be true, it probably is’.”
ICE said under the

scheme, telemarketing fraud-
sters call U.S. citizens leading
them to believing that they
have won an international, mul-
timillion-dollar sweepstakes.

“The scammers tell the vic-
tims that in order to receive
their winnings they have to 
pay an advance fee, usually
described as a tax, insurance or
customs duty that must be paid

to release their winnings,” ICS
said, noting that the victims are
instructed to send the advance
fee via Western Union, Money
Gram or other methods to co-
conspirators in Jamaica.
The immigration agency said
other telemarketing schemes
include phony inheritance,
investment and disaster relief
scams, as well as scams claiming
that the victim’s own grandchil-
dren are in need of help.

“According to Jamaican law
enforcement, telemarketing
fraud is also a lucrative mecha-
nism for local gangs to raise
capital to facilitate the smug-
gling of weapons into Jamaica
and the smuggling of narcotics
to the United States,” it said.

- Edited from CMC. For more
on the scam, turn to page 6.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agency says agents have taken
28 Caribbean and other immi-
grants back into custody after
they were recently released
from detention centers and
jails around the country.

ICE said the immigrants
were re-taken “after either vio-
lating the terms of their super-
vision or after the agency dis-

covered information not avail-
able during an initial review of
their case.

“ICE will continue to
review the terms of release for
the individuals as part of its
routine practice and will recon-
sider conditions as necessary,”
said the agency in a statement
last month, without identifying
the nationalities of the
detainees. 

Jamaican-born Dr. BeverlyHall, a highly decorated
educator, has been indicted

on criminal charges linked to a
cheating scandal which surfaced
on her watch as top school
administrator for one of the
largest cities in the United
States.

Hall, a former superintend-
ent of public schools in Atlanta,
Georgia, a job which earned
her U.S. superintendent of the
year honors in 2009, faces
charges of racketeering, making
false statements and theft.

If convicted, she faces
years in prison. The 66-year-
old turned herself into law
enforcement in Fulton County,
Georgia on April 2, was
booked and later released on
$200,000 bond, a reduction
from the $7.5 million recom-
mended by a grand jury.

Hall and 34 other educa-
tors, including administrators
and teachers, were named in a
65-count indictment late last
month. According to the
charges, Hall, who grew up in
Jamaica where she went to high
school before moving to the
U.S. in the 1970s and attending

college, has been accused as
part of a conspiracy to cheat
the education system, cover up
the violations and put pressure
on anyone who sought to
expose the alleged corruption.

AIM
The aim, according to the

indictment, was to elevate stu-
dents’ test scores and receive
bonus payments for that suc-
cess.

“Test answer sheets were
altered, fabricated and falsely
certified”, the indictment stated.

The criminal charges mark
a tumultuous fall from grace for
Hall. She once held a lofty repu-
tation for success and met highly
influential Americans, including
a former U.S. first lady.

In 2009 she was named
National Superintendent of
the Year by the American
Association of School
Administrators. That year she
received a $78,000 bonus, but
there were allegations that
cheating had permeated the
Atlanta public school system.

“If a school achieved 70
percent or more of its targets,
all employees at the school

received a bonus”, the indict-
ment stated. “Additionally, if
certain system-wide targets
were achieved, Beverly Hall
herself received a substantial
bonus”.

“The money she received,
we are alleging, was ill-gotten,
and it was theft,” Fulton
County District Attorney Paul
Howard said at a news confer-
ence late last month.

PROBE
A probe of test results by

Georgia discovered that 44 of

56 Atlanta public schools were
involved in cheating in an effort
to reach certain targets.
Allegations included teachers
altering standardized tests by
changing answers – from wrong
to right. It was, according to the
indictment, a “major failure of
leadership throughout Atlanta
Public Schools with regard to
the ethical administration” of
Criterion-Referenced
Competency Tests. Hall’s
alleged connection to the cheat-
ing scandal was made clear by
prosecutors. 

“Because there is a single-
minded purpose, and that pur-
pose is to cheat to manipulate
the grades, what we are alleg-
ing is that she was a full partic-
ipant in that conspiracy,”
Howard said. “Without her,
this conspiracy could not have
taken place.”

The indictment claimed
that Hall made sure that educa-
tors complied as principals and
teachers were told “excuses for
not meeting targets would not
be tolerated. When principals
and teachers could not reach
their targets, their performance
was criticized, their jobs were

threatened and some were ter-
minated”.

CHEATING
“Beverly Hall placed

unreasonable emphasis on
achieving targets; protected and
rewarded those who achieved
targets through cheating; termi-
nated principals who failed to
achieve targets; and ignored
suspicious CRCT score gains”,
the indictment added. “As a
result, cheating became more
and more prevalent within APS
(Atlanta Public Schools)”.

Hall, who earned a doctor-
ate of education from Fordham
University in New York, after
getting a master’s and bache-
lor’s degree in that U.S. state,
resigned as superintendent of
schools in 2011 as speculation
over the state’s probe height-
ened. She had held the post in
Atlanta for nearly a dozen
years after serving in various
education teaching and admin-
istration jobs in the U.S.,
including a stint as superintend-
ent of Newark Public Schools
in New Jersey.

Æ

Immigrants re-taken into custody

Jamaican-born educator accused of corruption, racketeering charges in U.S.

American receives part repayment of funds stolen by caribbean scammers
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Hall's photo taken at Fulton County jail
booking.

(Continued on page 6)



NEW YORK - Chinese busi-
nesses looking at investment
opportunities in the Caribbean
are scheduled to attend the
Avalon Partners Invest
Caribbean Now power forum
in New York City this June.

Digital media solutions
company, Hard Beat
Communications, which pres-
ents the annual forum in asso-
ciation with the Caribbean
Tourism Organization, is this
year teaming up with the
Chinese American Business
Development Center to put
the spotlight on Chinese for-
eign direct investment in the
region.

The forum is set for the
Radisson Martinique Hotel.

According to China’s
Ministry of Commerce, invest-
ments in the Caribbean by
China totalled nearly $7 bil-
lion in 2009, a more than 300
percent increase from the
2004 foreign direct investment
of $1.7 billion.

According to Peter
Zhang, president of the
Chinese American Business
Development Center, “we are

very happy to be a partner of
Invest Caribbean Now 2013,
and although it’s the first year
of our collaboration, we look
forward to many years togeth-
er and to providing a great
platform for Chinese investors
to understand and learn more
about investment opportuni-
ties in the Caribbean.”

Felicia Persaud, founder
of Invest Caribbean Now, wel-
comed the partnership, noting
that with growing Chinese
investments in the region, and
with millions of Chinese trav-
elling abroad annually, the
Chinese American Business
Development Center’s
involvement in ICN 2013 will
boost more interest and
investment in the Caribbean.

Invest Caribbean Now
2013, which will have a broad-
er focus from panels on the
Caribbean and investment
opportunities there, will be
held on June 5, from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.

- Edited from CaribPR Wire.

Æ

Stephen Vasciannie,
Jamaica’s ambassador to
the United States, says

his government is resolved to
stamp out illegal activities in
the country, which include the
illicit lotto scam that continues
to affect both Jamaica and the
U.S. 

According to Vasciannie,
Jamaica has implemented sev-
eral measures to counter the
scam, which primarily has its
roots on the western end of
the Caribbean island.

This disclosure was made
while Vasciannie addressed
members of the Jamaica
America Bar Association
(JABA), northeast chapter,
and other professionals from
New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Philadelphia,
at the third annual black tie
and scholarship gala, held at
the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel in
Queens, New York last
month.

FIVE POINT PLAN
He said that the rolling

out of a five-point plan by the
Jamaica government is a com-
prehensive approach to com-
bat the scams.  The plan will
include public education,
increased enforcement, the
enactment of new laws to
deter illegal activities, as well
as the strengthening judicial
and procedural rules, along
with restitution for victims.

The Jamaican envoy said
the government has launched
a public awareness campaign
on the dangers of scamming

and is encouraging persons to
report scamming activities.

The recipient of the 2013
Magistrate award was present-
ed to a Jamaican Judge
Stephen Drummond who 
sits on the bench in Freeport,
Connecticut, while the
Barrister Award was present-
ed to another Jamaican, 
attorney Wayne Bennett who
practices in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. 

The recipient of the
Jamaican Community Award
went to the chairman of the
Independence Celebration
Foundation Paulette
Willoughby, while Shantel
Smart, who attends Quinnipiac
University of Law, Kellsie
Barton from New York
University School of Law and
Trichana Gray from the
Norman Manley Law School
were the three recipients of the
2013 JMBA education scholar-
ship awards.

- Edited from JIS.

Æ

Caribbean the focus of Chinese
participation in business forum

Aday long learning and
networking event
which showcases the

diverse array of businesses
that contribute to the South
Florida economy will be held
on April 12 at the Westin
Diplomat Resort and Spa in
Hollywood.

The “Entrepreneur
Summit 2013” is scheduled to
run from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Produced by Hispanic
Unity of Florida, the summit
is scheduled to provide emerg-
ing entrepreneurs and estab-
lished business owners with
access to experts and educa-

tional resources to help their
businesses grow.

The scheduled keynote
speaker is Keith Koenig,
founder and president of
City Furniture, a retail furni-
ture company of 24 show-
rooms in South Florida
under two brands, City
Furniture and Ashley
Furniture HomeStores.

For more information on
the summit, visit www.hufe-
summit.org or contact Wendy
DeLucca at wdelucca@hispan-
icunity.org or call 954-646-
5403.

Æ

‘Entrepreneur Summit 2013’ April 12
KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC -
The Jamaica Parliament has
approved legislation that will
allow for the prosecution of
people involved in the illegal
lottery scam.

The Lower House
approved the 14 amendments
to the Law Reform
(Fraudulent Transactions)
(Special Provisions) Act that
were made by the Senate on
Mar. 21. 

National Security Minister
Peter Bunting said the Portia
Simpson Miller government
will prosecute persons under
the Act, as soon as possible.

“Regarding the early pros-
ecution, that certainly is our
intention and that’s why we are
moving this Bill through all its
stages urgently, so that it will
come into law and the police
will have this tool,” he told leg-
islators.

Leader of Opposition
Business in the House Delroy
Chuck had earlier called for
early prosecution of persons,
“because merely enacting legis-
lation is not enough.”

EXTRADITION
Chuck also noted that per-

sons committing an offense
under the Act should be extra-
dited.

“Most of the victims are
abroad and because they are
abroad, it is easier for them to
give evidence than to use video
or to bring them here to
Jamaica. Until we have some
successful prosecution of these
scammers, we are going to have
this illegal destructive operation
continuing,” he added.

Bunting said once an extra-

dition request is received and
“once it is compliant and law-
ful, it will be dealt with as pro-
vided for in our extradition Act
and the various treaties that
cover the subject.”

The bill addresses, among
other things, obtaining any
property or inducing any per-
son to confer any benefit on
any person by false pretence;
inviting or otherwise inducing a
person to visit Jamaica for the
purpose of committing an
offense under the Act; and
knowingly conducting a finan-
cial transaction with the pro-
ceeds of an offense. It also
makes provision for powers of
search and seizure and restitu-
tion, and for guilty persons to
be fined and sentenced to a
term of imprisonment for up to
25 years.

SIGNS
Last month, Bunting noted

that with reports of an increase
in the number of United States
seniors, particularly in the state
of Florida, falling victim to the
lottery scam, Jamaica was
beginning to see encouraging

signs from its cooperation with
U.S. authorities in stemming
the lottery scam.

He said he hoped that 
this collaboration will help to
eradicate the scam, for which
the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) reportedly
received about 30,000 com-
plaints from American citizens
in 2011.

The FTC said the scam and
other similar lottery schemes
may be fleecing Americans out
of one billion US dollars annu-
ally. The commission said com-
plaints skyrocketed from 1,867
to 29,000 between 2007 and
2012.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Jamaica approves law addressing illegal lotto scam
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Vasciannie

Bunting

The agency had initially
set free more than 2,000
Caribbean and other immi-
grants from jails and detention
centers in anticipation of
mandatory US federal budget
cuts called sequestration. ICE
Director John Morton testified
before a United States House
of Representatives’ Judiciary
Committee hearing on
Tuesday that the timing of the
releases “caught many by sur-
prise.” 

He said the agency, which
needs to cut nearly $300 mil-
lion over the next seven
months, “took careful steps to
ensure that national security
and public safety were not
compromised by the releases.” 

Meanwhile, in a surprise
move, Republican Senator
Rand Paul said illegal immi-
grants should be allowed to
become U.S. taxpayers and
ultimately get a chance to
become citizens – a significant
step for the Tea Party favorite
amid growing Republican
acceptance of the idea.

“Let’s start that conversa-
tion by acknowledging we
aren’t going to deport” the mil-
lions already here, the poten-
tial 2016 presidential candidate
told the U.S. Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. 

Analysts said it was the
latest sign that the Republican
Party is moving to broaden its
appeal to politically influential
Latinos and other ethnic

minorities after significant
election losses last fall. Paul
spoke a day after a Republican
National Committee report
called on the party to support
comprehensive immigration
reform.

The committee did not
specify whether the reform
should include a pathway to
U.S. citizenship, which is
decried by some conservative
Republicans as amnesty. At
the same time, a bipartisan
group of U.S. senators is near-
ing agreement on sweeping
legislation to overhaul the
nation’s immigration policy.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Immigrants re-taken into custody
(Continued from page 5)

STOP IT!: Jamaica vows to end illegal lotto scams



The touring display
of photographs by
Harlem artist

Nikki Williams, titled
“Beautiful, Also, Are the
Souls of My People”, is
on display at the gallery
of the African-American
Research Library and
Cultural Center (AARL-
CC) in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida through May.

The exhibit is a col-
lage of Williams’s photo-
graphs combined with excerpts of Langston Hughes’s

poetry. An opening reception
for the artist is scheduled for 6
p.m. April 10.

Williams will also conduct
“Creative Conversations – A
Creative Writing Workshop
Celebrating the Artistic
Spirit”. The workshop will be
in two parts – at 2 p.m. April
13 and 6 p.m. April 17.

For more information, call
954-357-6210.

Æ

Reggae artistes Freddie
McGregor and Etana
will host the

International Reggae and
World Music Awards
(IRAWMA) next month in
South Florida.

The event will be held 
6 p.m. May 4 at the Coral
Springs Center or the Arts in
Coral Springs.

For more information, call
877-973-4423 or 954-251-1643.

Æ

Caribbean’s Next Top Model, a
new competition series created
in collaboration with
CaribeNTM, Inc., has emerged
on television screens across 25
Caribbean countries with part-
ner brands to promote 11
episodes of the reality show. 

The show made its debut
in mid-February and, according
to Mark Rowen, president of
Blue Collar Productions, it is
being done to reflect the flavor
of nations around the region.

“We have been able to
partner with CaribeNTM, Inc.
to custom design and tailor tel-
evision production content
which highlights the unique
attributes of the respective host
countries.”

The one hour show, co-
produced by Blue Collar
Productions, offers a look at 11
contenders competing individu-
ally and in teams for the chance
to be Caribbean’s Next Top
Model. Wendy Fitzwilliam,
Miss Universe 1998, serves as
the celebrity host and judge,
along with associate judges
Pedro Virgil, Richard Young
and other special guests from
the fashion industry and related
fields. 

BRANDS
The partner brands are

included in the episodes in
ways ranging from product
placements, credits, mentions
in lines of dialogue, to endorse-

ments on the screen.
“If you are watching the

show, chances are you aspire to
emulate the lifestyle of the
CNTM program’s cast,” said
Fitzwilliam. “So we want to
align with those partner brands
that add competitive value and
reach.”

Brands such as bMobile,
SACHA and CHI are featured.
Beverly Morrison, chief execu-
tive officer of Caribbean CHI

Ltd., and Juliana Fermin, direc-
tor of Ansura Wholesalers in
Trinidad and Tobago, are excit-
ed to be official hair sponsors
of the first season. 

“We remain committed to
the Caribbean aesthetic and we
look forward to the refinement
of the contestants as the imagi-
nation and execution of
CaribeNTM, Inc, beauty with

‘Souls of My People’ photo exhibit 
in Fort Lauderdale

IRAWMA awards May 4 in Florida

FELICIA PERSAUD

NEW YORK - The rhythm is
definitely reggae, as are the
back ground chorus. But then
comes the artist formerly
known as Snoop Dogg – now
Snoop Lion - and you find
yourself thinking firstly – what
is this? and secondly, how did
this get made? 

Is it rap? Is it reggae? Or is
it simply, Snoop’s attempt at
mimicking Jamaica’s greatest
art form – reggae music?

Sounds simply like what it is
– a rapper trying to sing reggae –
in a silly, sing songy, slowed
down way. Just listen to “La La
La” and you’ll get the drift.

And sure Diplo, the pro-
ducer, should be given high
marks for production. But he
simply can’t turn a rapper into a
reggae artiste overnight. 

So while Calvin Broadus
Jr., or Snoop, has reinvented
himself and shifted from rap to
reggae and away from releasing
violence ridden lyrics to trying
to be a Rasta, the move that

has yielded “Reincarnated”,
and set to be released on April
23, is hardly likely to make it
on to the Reggae Grammy list. 

And no visit to the birth-
place of Bob Marley and Peter
Tosh, or being renamed by reg-
gae statesman Bunny Wailer as
Snoop Lion, is going to help
that.

Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.

Æ

Snoop Lion’s musical mishit T.V. TALENT: Caribbean’s Next Top Model emerges
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Ashley

Snoop

Athalia

A little girl captured by Williams. 

(Continued on page 8 )



HAMILTON, Bermuda -
Repairs are scheduled to start
this month on a broken radar
system covering Bermuda’s
airspace which is causing chal-
lenges for aircraft passing the
island.

According to officials last
month, several flights have
had to alter their routes,
resulting in some delays.

However, a spokesman
for operations at Bermuda’s
L.F. Wade International
Airport said flights to, from
and around Bermuda have
safely resorted to alternative
procedures during the outage.
The spokesman said the
Secondary Surveillance Radar
(SSR) system, operating from
the island’s airport, is run and
maintained by the United
States  Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). The
system provides “Oceanic and
En-route Air Traffic
Management services to air-
craft flying through Bermuda
airspace,” he said.

The Bermuda-based radar
covers a span of 460 miles.

‘CHALLENGES’
“The SSR outage has

invariably presented some
challenges to airlines operat-
ing flights over the north-west
Atlantic,” the spokesman
told reporters.

“Airline have had to fly
more non-direct routes, result-
ing in higher fuel consump-
tion. The re-routing has not
led to significant delays.”

The FAA has acquired
the parts necessary for replac-
ing the SSR unit and equip-
ment will be sent to the island
along with technicians to
work  with local staff in get-
ting the radar up and running.

Work is expected to begin
in mid-April and is scheduled
to be completed by the end of
May.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

GEORGETOWN,
Guyana, CMC
–Guyana and the
United States have
signed an open skies
agreement replacing
the 1946 U.S.-
United Kingdom
agreement which
Guyana inherited
when it gained polit-
ical Independence
in 1966.

U.S.
Ambassador to
Guyana Brent
Hardt said the new
accord would pro-
vide an opportunity
for the Guyanese
diaspora, which has
extensive links of
families and friends
“to be one of the
primary beneficiar-
ies of this agree-
ment given that
they make up the
most significant elements of
expanding air travel between
Guyana and the United
States.”

Aviation Minister
Robeson Benn, who signed
the Guyana-U.S. Air Services
Agreement, said the “agree-
ment will eliminate restric-

tions on how often the carriers
fly and the kinds of aircraft
they us.”

LIBERALIZE
Benn said the agreement

is expected to liberalize the
rules for international aviation

markets and
minimize gov-
ernment inter-
vention for
passenger, all
cargo and
combination
air-transporta-
tion as well as
scheduled and
chartered

services.
The two countries are also

hoping that the accord would
boost trade and tourism.

The U.S. has similar 
open skies agreements with
Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad
and Tobago, St. Kitts and
Nevis and Suriname.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Broken radar causes problems
for passing aircraft in Bermuda

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti –
The Best Western Premier, a
106 room seven story hotel,
was scheduled to open here
late last month.

The Best Western – the
second luxury hotel in the
country, is located in the town
of Petionville.

“We are very excited and
privileged to open the newest
full service hotel in Haiti,” said
Rich Cortese, senior vice presi-
dent of Caribbean operations
and development for Dallas-
based Aimbridge Hospitality,
which operates the Best
Western.

A soft opening of the hotel
was scheduled for April 4.

“It feels amazing,” said
Haiti-born Chris Handal, who
had planned the hotel before
the country’s monstrous Jan.
12, 2010 earthquake. “It’s real-
ly gorgeous.”

To give the hotel its own
“Haitian flavor within the Best
Western standard,” it will fea-
ture the work of Haitian arti-
sans, including local artwork.

Best Western has hired 95
employees, the majority of
them local residents, along
with a seasoned management
staff.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Best Western hotel opens in Haiti

CHI Biosilk exceeds expecta-
tions,” said Morrison.

“We saw Caribbean’s Next
Top Model as a vehicle for the
enhancement of many indus-
tries that span; fashion, beauty,
lifestyle, and television...week
after week,” added Fermin.

WOMEN
Executives at SACHA

Cosmetics have helped to posi-
tion the region’s footprint from
the beginning to predominantly
celebrate women.
“As the official cosmetics of the
inaugural season and leader in
the cosmetics industry in the
Caribbean and as we continue
on our drive toward global
expansion, we recognize that
partnerships like these truly

complement our journey,” said
Kamla Regrello, the company’s
marketing and retail manager.

KCL Capital Market
Brokers Limited, a licensed full
service investment firm based
in Trinidad, became involved to
provide authenticity in the tele-
vision series financing.
According to Kerwyn Valley,
the company’s chief executive
officer, “KCL is committed in
its support for creative indus-
tries across our region.”

Other partners include
Caribbean Airlines, The
Carlton-Savannah, Lime Trinre,
Factor Women, Caribbean
Belle, Blue Waters, Kalloo’s,
and Micles.

- Edited from CARIBEPRWIRE

Æ
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Guyana, U.S. sign open skies agreement
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Dear Mr. President,

Most of the talk in recent
weeks has been about immi-
gration reform that grants
earned legalization and fixes
the visa and
back log sys-
tem. Not
much has
focused on
what the
Immigration
Policy Center
and the Legal
Action
Center of the
American
Immigration
Council last
month called the “falling short
of the American ideals of jus-
tice” when it comes to immi-
grants, including those legal
ones, in detention.

As the ICP pointed out,
the immigration removal sys-
tem – from arrest, to hearing,
to deportation and beyond –
does not reflect the American
values of due process and fun-
damental fairness. It is why
any bill calling for comprehen-
sive immigration reform can-
not simply be written in isola-
tion of the voices of the peo-
ple who are in the system and
matter.

It cannot simply be a
White House draft or a gang-
of-eight draft, but has to care-
fully make sure “comprehen-
sive” is just that – a bill that
focuses on fixing the United
States’ broken immigration
system – from application pro-
cessing, to dealing with the
undocumented and making
sure the justice system for

immigrants, actually is fair
and works.

‘CRIMINALIZATION’
As ICP noted in its report

“Two Systems Of Justice:
How the Immigration System
Falls Short of American Ideals
of Justice”, over the years,
there has been an increasing
“criminalization” of the immi-
gration enforcement system. 

The ICP points out that
“although immigration law is
formally termed ‘civil,”’
Congress has progressively
expanded the number of
crimes that may render an
individual deportable, and
immigration law violations
often lead to criminal prosecu-
tions.” This of course as we
know, applies to legal resi-
dents. 

Additionally, the ICP
report notes that local police
now play an increasingly
active role in immigration
enforcement which makes rel-
atively minor offenses, com-
mitted by all immigrants who
are not U.S. citizens, eligible
for detention in immigration
custody and deportation,
“often with no hope of ever
returning to the United
States.”

This happens thousands
of times over, especially since
currently, the government, as
the ICP reiterated, “is not
obligated to advise an immi-
grant of the right to counsel in
immigration proceedings until
after questioning and the initi-
ation of an immigration court
case.” This means, at the hear-
ing stage, nearly half of all

Ah youth, that flower
that we hope never
fades, that excitement,

that joy, that fearlessness, that
devil-may-care attitude
towards life, that fleeting
flame that flickers but for a
moment and then fades.

But until then, youth is to
be enjoyed, and as George
Bernard Shaw said, “The joys
of youth are wasted on the
young.”

Oh yes, if we knew then
what we know now, we would
be much better off. Or would
we?

Perhaps it’s having to go
through all the pitfalls, trials
and tribulations of youth that
makes us who we are when we
mature…if we mature. How
boring our lives would be if
we did all the right things and
never made any mistakes at
all, mistakes that our parents
made. What would be our
lives if we carefully followed
all the advice of our parents
and guardians and not stum-
ble, fall, cut ourselves, love
the wrong person or take the
wrong job?

FLIP SIDE
Youth is to be experi-

enced and lived to the fullest.
But there’s also a flip side to
youth, for some people refuse
to leave their youth behind,
refuse to grow old gracefully,
refuse to let go of the irre-
sponsibility of youth, and cling
to it with the desperation of a
politician. Many even go back
in time to literally embrace
youth. 

If people could remain
young forever, many of them

would. Sadly
they can’t.

But what
they can do is
use whatever
means they
can to retard
the natural
ageing
process as
best they can,
and attempt
to give the
illusion that they are still
young. Oh, everyone loves to
hear, “Oh my, you certainly
look young for your age.”
And conversely, no one likes
to hear that they look older
than they really are

“Say what, he’s only thirty
five years old? I thought he
was 55!”

That’s a hard pill to swal-
low. For men it’s not so bad,
but for a woman it’s a death
sentence when the first gray
hairs start to sprout, the wrin-
kles begin to take on the
topography of a dry river bed,
and the skin loses its elasticity.

Men age gracefully they
say, but women simply fall
apart.

Graying at the temples
looks distinguished on a man,
but not so on a woman. But
that’s the only area where the
men seem to emerge at the
head of the game, for some-
how their actions are far more
silly when compared to what
the women do as they age.
The fact is, most women
accept the fact that they lose
their youth. Oh, some will still
use the cosmetic stuff, but
basically they accept it and the
maturity that comes with it.
Not so the men, for they have
to remain young. More men
are told to ‘act your age’ than

women.     

MIDLIFE CRISIS
The term midlife crisis

applies to men far more than
women. But how do they
achieve this? By hooking up
with a young girl who is half, a
third, or even a quarter of his
age.

Yes, that distorted mathe-
matical equation is the down-
fall of many men, for 55 can
never go into 25 and survive.

There was this story in the
British press of a Scottish man
and his young Jamaican bride.
It must have been the shortest
marriage in history, lasting all
of 20 minutes after she landed
in Scotland. He was 57 and
she was a 24 year old
Jamaican beauty, the papers
said. They met in Jamaica and
fell in love…or so he thought.
After spending over five thou-
sand pounds on her, she
promptly disappeared 20 min-
utes after arriving at his home
in Scotland.

“Serve him right for get-
ting involved with a woman
thirty three years younger
than him,” said some women,
while others simply laughed
and said, “There’s no fool like
an old fool, and he got what
he deserved.”

LURE
But what are the lore and

the lure of the young girls that
draws older men to them?
What is the attraction, even
though the danger is palpable
and the story usually ends up
the same way, with the older
man getting the short end of
the stick and left holding an
empty bag?! Recently I met

Never
grow old
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• “We’ve had a
lot of wars in
our country,
we’ve had our
fights – who
don’t like me
and who don’t
like you, but
we must love Grenada,
Carriacou and Petit
Martinique” - newly-elected
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell calling for unity in re-
building the tri-island nation of
Grenada Carriacou and Petit
Martinique during a town hall
meeting in New York last
month.

• “It’s very painful and raw for
me. I did everything that I
could for him – everything” –
Bermuda Cabinet Minister

Leah Scott laments after learn-
ing that her son Tyler Abbott
had been sentenced to 18 years
in prison in the United States
for a series of crimes.

• “Is she really telling us 
that as head of the Security
Council she knew nothing
about it…This is a blatant
untruth” - Former Trinidad
and Tobago Attorney General
Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj
disputes the claim made by
Prime Minister Kamla Persad
Bissessar that she knew nothing
about “an illegal Flying
Squad” operating in the twin
island republic.

• “It has to be
somebody who
is power crazy
or power hun-
gry” – St. Kitts
and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr.
Denzil Douglas
blasts critics who, he said,

wanted him to resign as leader
of the nation recently.

• “Every case of mob killing is
classified as murder and will
be thoroughly investigated by
the police so that those
responsible are arrested and
charged” – Police
Commissioner Owen Ellington
warns Jamaicans against par-
ticipating in vigilante justice.

• “It’s not a war,
it’s a game” –
West Indies
cricketer Marlon
Samuels reacts
after his on-field
confrontation
with Australian
Shane Warne during the Big
Bash T-20 tournament recently.

- Compiled from various
sources.

Æ

TONY
ROBINSON

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 10)

Question marks over 
immigrant detention

FELICIA
PERSAUD



immigrants in removal pro-
ceedings are forced to repre-
sent themselves.

‘UN-AMERICAN’
This is completely un-

American! Whatever hap-
pened to the simple innocent
until proven guilty right and
the right to an attorney. Even
mass murderers get that, so
why not an immigrant, whose
only charge may have been
for a DWI or overstaying a
visa! 

It is why I fully endorse
the recommendations from
ICP and I think you should
too. Immigrants should have
access to counsel at every
stage of the removal process,

they should also get their day
in court instead of being
forced to languish for months
in horrific detention centers,
treated as hardened federal
prisoners and chained in court
appearances. 

It is the American way.
After all, we look out at the
world and judge their human
rights policies when ours is
unfair and inhumane too! 

The above is one in a series of
‘letters’ written by Felicia
Persaud and addressed to
United States President Barack
Obama. Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications. 

Æ

an old friend who complained
bitterly how her husband had
left the matrimonial home for
the fine feathers of fickle
female youth. Her story was
not alone, for it seems to be
the trend for grown, big old
gray back men, to hook up
with girls young enough to be

their daughters.
Why? The answer is sim-

ple, they never want to grow
old, and what better way to do
so than with a young woman.
I also saw a male friend of
mine who’s in his 50s, out with
a girl barely 20. When I asked
him if the age difference did-
n’t bother him, he said, “My
wife died at age 50, I am now

58…what would I be doing
with a woman my wife’s age?”

The theory is, young girls
keep the older men young,
and that’s the name of the
game. An older man with a
very young woman has to act
young, he has to maintain a
youthful appearance, dress
trendy, go to all the youth
spots, talk young and be

young. In essence, a young girl
is his tonic, the elixir, the
droplets from the fountain of
youth that keep the older man
youthful. The real secret to
the fountain of youth lies
within the comfort of a young
woman, they say.

But the pitfalls are great,
for just like the portrait of
Dorian Gray, even as some-
thing stays young, another
thing ages. Either the young
woman takes on the persona
of the old guy and ages rapid-
ly if she stays with him long
enough, or he acts like a
young fool…and doesn’t even
know it. He gives generously,
very generously, and usually
shares what he has with her
without even thinking. What
he gives to her he would never
give to an older woman.

Is this because he’s grate-
ful for the attention that the
young woman is showing him?
Or is he simply buying her
affection and perceived love?
I say it’s the latter, for I will
always contend that no young
pretty woman is going to
cohabit with any old poor
man. 

We see them out all the
time, old withered men who

could be grandpas, out with
girls on their arms who could
enter any beauty contest. It
makes you look twice and
wonder. Is she his daughter,
his niece, his student or his
son’s girlfriend? No, she’s his
fountain of youth and she will
keep him from growing old.
When we look through the
papers and see the pictures on
the social pages we often won-
der, “She…is married
to...him? But he went to
school with my father and she
went to school with my daugh-
ter.”

But guess what, the men
seem happy, much happier
than the young women who
display only tolerance on their
faces, for cynical as it may
sound, these women only see
the men as a means to an end.

Nevertheless, as long as it
lasts, never growing old is the
goal of many an older man,
and who better to keep him
young than a much younger
woman. Never grow old Pops,
have your fun.

seido1@hotmail.com
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Question marks over immigrant detention

Never grow old
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MICHELLE CAWLEy

DRESERIS

Merriam-Webster.com’s
online dictionary
defines “diversity” as

“the condition of having or
being composed of differing
elements, especially the inclu-
sion of different types of peo-
ple, of different races or cul-
tures, in a group or organiza-
tion”.

Jamaican American
Ricardo M. Forbes, 65, the
corporate vice president and
chief diversity officer for
Baptist Health South Florida
(BHSF), seems culturally-
made – or born – for his top-
level administrative position
with South Florida’s largest
private employer, and for the
monumental changes taking
place in American health care
today.

Baptist Health’s workforce
of medical professionals pro-
vide medical care through six
hospitals, 24 Urgent Care and
Diagnostic Facilities, and four
Ambulatory Surgery Centers.
The facilities are located in
Miami-Dade, Broward and
Monroe counties. BHSF is the
largest faith-based, not-for-
profit healthcare organization
in South Florida’s culturally
diverse region of the United

States.
BHSF defines a diverse

workplace using three factors:
• biological (age, ethnicity,

race and gender);
• cultural (experiences,

background and thinking
styles); and

• workplace (work habits,
problem-solving approach and
management style).

“I’m focused on the work-
force, the workplace and the
marketplace – our employees,
our patients and our vendors,”
said Forbes, who is chairman
of the Board of Directors of
the Miami-Dade Chamber of
Commerce.

“My work on chambers of

commerce and other commu-
nity organizations, enhance
those goals.”

OUTREACH
He works with the human

resources leadership in the
recruiting, hiring, talent devel-
opment and retention pro-
grams for BHSF’s more than
15,000 employees. He also
helps to build community out-
reach programs and partner-
ships, collaborating with gov-
ernment and community rela-
tions.

“My role, as chief diversi-
ty officer, is to create a sense
of cultural competency and
cultural sensitivity in our
workforce,” he explained.

“A patient’s culture plays
a major role in how well that
patient accepts medical care.
When our staff communicates
with a non-English-speaking
patient, we want to be sure
that the patient clearly under-
stands, in their language –
from a clinical perspective  –
what is being said. That is also
a part of patient safety, and
patient services.”

Forbes works with BHSF’s
Human Resources,
Government and Community
Relations, Marketing and
Public Relations, Purchasing,
and other departments to

achieve diversity initiatives.
His family background and
experiences have prepared
him for this time. Even his first
name speaks to the Jamaican’s
diversity.

“My father, Calmen, was
born in Cuba,” Forbes told
Caribbean Today from his cor-
porate office. “He gave me,
and my three siblings, Spanish
names – even though we were
all born and grew up in
Jamaica.”

His Jamaican grandfather
had moved his family to
Santiago de Cuba to be a
rancher. Cuba’s second largest
city, after Havana, is 175 miles

from Montego Bay, Jamaica.

TRANSITION
Years later, Forbes’s

grandfather, successful in
Cuba, returned to Jamaica
with his family. Calmen was
then a teenager and he later
married Forbes’s mother Janet
Moore, a Jamaican.

“As a child, I remember
my father listening to Spanish
radio stations in Cuba, from
Jamaica,” said Forbes. “He
never taught us to speak
Spanish. He never spoke it
until he was much older, and
had moved to Miami.”  
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Because of his first name
many people assume Forbes
speaks Spanish. Not quite,
though he is trying to learn.

Born in Kingston, Forbes
graduated St. George’s
College – a government high
school founded and run by
Roman Catholic Jesuit priests
since 1850. There, he was
required to learn Latin. In
1967, Forbes left Jamaica to
attend Queens College in New
York, “right in the middle of
the Civil Rights era, and the
Vietnam War protests,” he
remembered.

Planning to become a
lawyer and return to Jamaica,
Forbes graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in political sci-
ence. He then completed his
master’s in public health
administration at New York
University.

On his way back to
Jamaica in the mid-1970s,
Forbes and his young family
“temporarily put down roots”
in Miami. Some 30 years later,
his health care career and
administrative “roots” have
spread deep and strong in
Miami. Prior to joining Baptist
Hospital, Forbes was an
administrator at Parkway
Regional Medical Center,
Jackson Memorial Hospital
and the University of Miami
Hospital and clinic.

REFORM
His personal and cultural

diversity seems to have inad-
vertently led him into the
middle of one of the most his-
toric reforms – and ongoing
political battles – in American
health care history: the
Affordable Care Act (ACA),
or, as it is also known,
“Obamacare”.

On Mar. 23, 2010, U.S.
President Barack Obama
signed the ACA into law. The
president’s goal was to achieve
comprehensive and affordable
health care coverage for all
Americans. On June 28, 2012,
the U.S. Supreme Court
upheld the ACA, which is
being phased in through 2014
and beyond. The entire law,
and updates, are available
online at www.healthcare.gov.

While millions of
Americans are already bene-
fiting from the ACA, resist-
ance and challenges to it con-
tinue from insurance compa-
nies, lobbyists and other pow-
erful groups, even as millions
of details are being negotiated.

“As health care adminis-
trators, we will be relying very
heavily on our lawyers for the
interpretation of the health-
care law,” said Forbes. “Our

goal is to meet the require-
ments in a cost-effective way,
as we learn how to apply the
regulations of the new law to
the practicality of delivering
healthcare. There will be chal-
lenges. There’s no doubt about
that!”

Forbes sees a positive side
to health care reform.

“Because everyone will be
covered, hospitals could
potentially generate more rev-
enue,” he said. “However,
there will be challenges if the
reimbursement levels do not
cover medical costs.

“Another benefit is that
all patients to our emergency
rooms will have health care
coverage,” he added. “By law,
ER patients must be stabi-
lized, treated, and then dis-
charged. Now, when they don’t
pay, we end up writing off
those bills because we cannot
collect.”

Forbes hopes under health
care reform a high percentage
of the people who are unem-
ployed will have access to
health insurance through
health care exchanges, group
insurances or other plans.

RECOGNITION
BHSF has received local,

regional and national recogni-
tion for its employee and fami-
ly-friendly policies. It was rec-
ognized as one of the “100
Best Companies to Work For”
by Fortune magazine several
years in a row. It was also 
recognized by the magazine 
as one of “Top 100 Most
Diverse” organizations in
2010, 2011 and 2012.

“In 2012, we were also
recognized as one of the
‘World’s Most Ethical
Companies’ by the Ethisphere
Institute,” said Forbes proudly.

BHSF is one of only two
not-for-profit healthcare
organizations in the U.S. to
receive this coveted award.

What influenced Forbes
the most growing up?

“My mother!” he replied
without hesitating. “Mom was
a staunch Catholic – our fami-
ly tradition. She always told
me, ‘Do the most with what
you have, be the best you can
possibly be, and always do
what’s right!’

“My mother’s message still
guides me throughout my
life,” said Forbes, who has two
daughters, Alisha and Kerri-
Ann, with his wife Bonnie-
Lee.

Story and photograph by
Michelle Cawley Dreseris, a
freelance writer for Caribbean
Today.

Æ
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(Continued from page 11)Flu season is upon us,
bringing with it new
strains of the virus. So

now is the time to brush up on
all the flu-fighting facts.

Here are eight wellness
tips to help keep you and your
family in shape:

1. Know your risk -
Seniors, children under age
five and pregnant women are
at high-risk for developing
complications from flu, as well
as those with asthma, heart
disease and weakened

immune systems. Seek profes-
sional advice on your risk fac-
tors.

2. Wash your hands - Flu
viruses are spread by droplets
from infected people when
they sneeze, blow their nose,
or wipe secretions from their
nose or eyes.

Keep your hands out of
your mouth, avoid rubbing
your eyes and thoroughly
wash your hands several times

(Continued on page 14)Young kids are high risk.



KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
The Jamaica Manufacturer’s
Association (JMA) is partner-
ing with the Ministry of Labor
and Social Security (MLSS) in
a pilot project aimed at reduc-
ing the levels of discrimination
against persons living with
HIV/AIDS who work in the
local food services industry.

A government statement
said that an agreement for the
project was recently signed
and 15 companies are partici-
pating in the project that will
also include workshops and
training as well as posting of
notices against discrimination
in their manufacturing entities
and food outlets.

Robert Chung, director 
of Occupational Safety and

Health in the Labor Ministry,
said the project seeks to help
members of the public under-
stand that they will not be
endangered by eating food
prepared or served by a per-
son who is HIV positive. He
said the food industry is par-
ticularly susceptible to dis-
crimination as, “one incident
or suspected incident of
HIV/AIDS can close that
establishment.”

Chung said that by partic-
ipating in the project, the
companies are acknowledging
that HIV cannot be transmit-
ted through food and so they
will not stigmatize and dis-
criminate against anyone who
has the disease.

Æ
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With spring comes
changes in weather.
While most would

agree that spring weather is
more favorable than winter,
the change can play havoc on
our health.

The human body is contin-
ually defending itself from the
outside world. The immune
system is responsible for
shielding us from things in 
the environment which cause
harm. To do this, different
cells, organs and tissues have
to work together. Some of
these systems have many func-
tions while others are more
specific. For example the
digestive system not only
removes and absorbs nutrients
from foods we eat but it also
destroys organisms in foods
that would make us sick. 

What makes the immune
system so fascinating, other
than the magic ability to stop
your dripping sinuses, is it
reacts and adapts to the envi-
ronment. When a threat is rec-
ognized, the immune system
can mount an attack specifical-
ly designed to deactivate it.
This is called the antigen-anti-
body interaction. Antigens are
substances in our body that
identify living matter and
marks if it is a foreign sub-
stance or if it is part of the
bodies system with a name 
tag. When a white blood cell
encounters another living
organism - a bacteria, virus or
normal human cell - it checks
the name tag.

HOSTILE INVADER
When the system is work-

ing properly, if the tag says
anything other than “self”, the
white blood cell considers the
organism a hostile invader.

Other immune cells are alert-
ed and antibodies are created
to destroy the organism.

Deficiencies in any part of
the immune system can limit
its ability to recognize and
destroy invading organisms
and thus allows for infectious
disease.

How can immune systems
be kept at peak operating effi-
ciency? Many studies show
that immune function depends
on nutrients found primarily in
whole, unprocessed foods.
Researchers have also con-
firmed that physical activity
and a healthy emotional state
are essential for proper
immune function. In addition,
regular chiropractic adjust-
ments, which enhances the
body’s nervous system has also
proven to improve the quality
of the immune system.

SIDE BAR
Fighting back: Remedies

for the flu season
A healthy diet and

lifestyle may be the corner-
stones of a strong immune 
system, but what specific
measures can be taken when 
a person is faced with an
immune challenge such as the

annual cold and flu season?
Below is a list of immune-

enhancing nutritional and
herbal supplements available
this spring season to provide 
a boost.

Co-Q10 - This is one nutrient
that often goes unrecognized
as an immune-system support-
er. Because immune cells
divide more rapidly than most
cells, they are in need of con-
stant repair and maintenance.
All of this work requires ener-
gy, and Co-Q10 is a critical fac-
tor in energy production.

In studies Co-Q10 has
compensated for immune defi-
ciencies caused by aging or
disease. It is recommended
that you take 10 mg twice
daily for maintenance, increas-
ing to higher doses during an
infection.

Vitamin A is a recognized
immune-supportive nutrient.
Almost a dozen studies
demonstrate Vitamin A’s abili-
ty to reduce the incidence and
severity of infectious illnesses.
Vitamin A supports immunity
by maintaining the integrity of
the body’s mucosal surfaces.
Mucous membranes such as
those of the respiratory and
gastrointestinal tracts act as
natural barriers to viruses and
bacteria. Vitamin A also
improves antibody responses
and increases white blood cell
expansion.

Vitamin C is the most widely
known immune-stimulating
nutrient. Numerous studies
show that vitamin C, also
known as ascorbic acid, works
on several levels to support
immune function. By helping
maintain the strength and
integrity of connective tissue
structures, Vitamin C keeps

infections from spreading
throughout the body. 

Sufficient is one gram of
Vitamin C daily as a preven-
tive measure and you should

increase the dose at the first
sign of a cold, flu or other ill-
ness but should not exceed 10g

Jamaica partners manufacturing
to cut HIV/AIDS discrimination

PREVENTION: Spring into a stronger immune system
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daily. Avoid alcohol and
chemical-based hand sanitiz-
ers, instead opting for soap
and water or a natural, essen-
tial oil-based hand cleanser.

3. Eat wisely - Foods con-
taining vitamins C and E are
believed to support the
immune system. So stock up
on sunflower seeds, almonds,
citrus fruits, broccoli and
green peppers. Limit your
intake of concentrated sugar
found in soda and candy, as it
impairs immune response.

4. Sleep tight - Lack of
sleep may profoundly inhibit
your immune system. A full
night’s sleep will keep your
body’s natural defenses at
optimum efficiency.

5. Stay hydrated - Staying
hydrated will lessen your
chances of coming down with
flu. When you’re under the
weather, drink extra fluids to
loosen mucus, keep your
throat moist, and prevent
dehydration caused by fever.

6. Nip it in the bud, safely
- Reduce the duration and
severity of flu-like symptoms
by listening to your body

when you feel achy or run
down. Don’t wait until you’re
“sick enough” to act.

“The key is to watch for
symptoms and be prepared to
act quickly with a complica-
tion-free treatment,” says Dr.
Lawrence Rosen in his new
book “Treatment Alternatives
for Children”. 

7. Exercise regularly - A
recent study reported in the
journal “Medicine and Science
in Sports and Exercise” found
that modest exercise may pre-
vent the elderly from getting
colds and flu.

8. Seek help if you get
worse - The flu can be poten-
tially dangerous, leading to
other infections like pneumo-
nia. If your symptoms become
significantly worse after the
first three days of illness, espe-
cially if your fever subsides
and then returns, seek medical
attention.

More flu facts and health
tips can be found at
www.oscillo.com.

- Edited from StatePoint.
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Parents often struggle to get
their children to forgo
unhealthy snacks in favor of
healthy options.

Healthy snacks are just as
important for kids as healthy
meals, as a nutritious lunch
can easily be offset by the
empty calories of junk food
snacks.

Even if your children
scoff at carrot sticks and reach
for the cookies instead, there
are simple ways to motivate
them to snack better.

• Be a role model - If you
chow down on chips or candy
in between meals, your child
will learn to do the same. Eat
healthy snacks in front of your
kids.

• Clean the pantry - The
easiest way to get your child
to stop eating highly
processed junk food is to stop
supplying it. Replace chips
with natural snacks.

• Options - Choose snacks
low in saturated fat and high

in nutrition.
• Get creative -Make

healthy snacking more deli-
cious by adding nuts or gra-
nola to yogurt to give it an
added boost of protein, fiber,
healthy monounsaturated fats,
vitamins, nutrients and antiox-
idants. Or make veggies more
appealing by pairing them
with dips like salsa and hum-
mus.

• Don’t give up - Your
kids may complain at first, but
once their taste buds get used
to the new foods, they won’t
miss the junk food.

- Edited from StatePoint.
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daily unless you are advised to
do so by a doctor. 

Zinc accelerates the growth
of immune cells while inhibit-
ing the replication of the cold-
causing viruses. Zinc also
helps maintain the health of
structures in our body that are

vital to immune system func-
tion. Zinc supplementation
can range from 15 mg daily
for prevention to 100 mg daily
for acute infections. If a cold is
accompanied by a sore throat,
recommend zinc lozenges.
These are usually more effec-
tive because they bring the
zinc in direct contact with the
mouths mucosa. 

Herbs for immune support
Herbal medicines have been
used throughout history to
enhance human resistance to
disease. Modern herb research
and new understanding of the
immune system have

explained many mechanisms
by which these herbs work. 

Echinacea is one of the most
widely known immune-sup-
porting herbs. It boosts
immune-cell activity and pre-
vents bacteria from breaking
down the body’s tissues. At
the first signs of a cold or flu
taking 1 drop of echinacea
every two to three hours may
help abort the illness.

Dr. Fidel Goldson, Jr. is a
chiropractor and licensed
physical therapist.

Æ
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BRIEFS
• ‘Healthy Kids Day’ in
Broward april 13
The YMCA of Broward County
Florida will hold stage Healthy Kids
Day on April 13 to bring families
together to engage in fun, active
play and learn healthier habits that
help them grow and thrive.

For more information, visit
www.YMCABroward.org.

• Health fair, chat
The following events, which are

open to the public, will take place
at the Church Of The Ascension,
11201 S.W. 160th Street, Miami,
Florida:

Health fair – 11 a.m. June 30.
Includes screenings for blood sugar
level, cholesterol and osteoporosis.

“Health Chat” - Experts to dis-
cuss a particular disease the first
Thursday of each month.

- Compiled from various sources.

Æ

(Continued from page 12)

(Continued from page 13)

Fruits make healthy snacks.



More than 240 spirits from the
Caribbean and beyond will be
available for sampling, along
with island-style cuisine, during
this year’s Miami Rum
Renaissance Festival.

The fifth annual event, a
gathering of rum experts, pro-
fessionals and enthusiasts in
the world, will run for a week -
April 15-21 - at the Doubletree
by Hilton Miami Airport
Convention Center.

Last year, more than 8,000

rum enthusiasts attended the
festival, according to organiz-
ers. This year’s event is sched-
uled to be held in a twice the
size of last year’s venue.
Organizers are preparing for
15,000 attendees.

In addition to a week-long
series of parties, tasting ses-
sions and celebrity seminars,
the rum festival brings together
members of the International
Rum Expert Panel (RumXPs)
for their annual tasting compe-

tition. Two days of tasting
events for the public are sched-
uled for April 20 and 21.

INNOVATION
New this year will be a

half-day exhibit session exclu-
sively for the beverage trade
scheduled for April 19. Liquor
store buyers, food and bever-
age managers, bartenders and
other spirits trade professionals
will be invited.

The Miami Rum
Renaissance Festival attracts
cane spirit products and brands
worldwide. Companies will be
allowed to present their rums
to experts, reporters, critics
and consumers.

South Florida is regarded
as the number one rum market
in the world, with a high per-

centage of rum enthusiasts,
liquor stores, bars and restau-
rants offering both popular
and top-shelf luxury rum prod-
ucts to consumers. According
to event manager Robin Burr,
the Miami Rum Fest has dou-
bled in size each year, an indi-
cation of the rapid growth of
consumer interest in sugar
cane spirits.

For more information on
the Miami Rum Renaissance
Festival, activities planned 
during Miami Rum Week 
and exhibits at the festival, 
call 305-443-7973 or visit the
web site at http://www.
RumRenaissance.com.
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Jazzing up pizza night at home

HIGH SPIRITS: 2013 Miami Rum Renaissance Festival expands

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  APRIL 2013• 15

FOOD

The Caribbean’s finest rums will be on
show.

Pizza is a staple for many, but
with a simple twist and the col-
laboration of the entire family,
making pizza at home can turn
a pizza night into a much-antic-
ipated night of fun for the
entire family. 
Pillsbury is offering a twist on
the family favorite with the
Garlic Butter Crusted
Margherita Pizza recipe below:

Ingredients
• 2 teaspoons olive oil
• 3 cups cherry tomatoes,
halved
• 1/2 teaspoon chopped roasted
garlic or chopped garlic
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1 can Pillsbury refrigerated
classic pizza crust
• 2 tablespoons butter, soft-

ened
• 1 tablespoon chopped roast-
ed garlic or chopped garlic
• 8 oz fresh mozzarella cheese,
thinly sliced
• 1/4 cup fresh basil strips

Method
• Heat oven to 400 degrees

F. Grease large dark or non-
stick cookie sheet with shorten-
ing or cooking spray; set aside.

• In 10-inch nonstick skil-
let, heat oil over medium-high
heat until hot. Add tomatoes,
half teaspoon roasted garlic
and the salt. Reduce heat to
medium; cook 10 to 15 minutes
or until tomatoes are thick-
ened, stirring frequently. Set
aside; cool slightly.

• Unroll dough on cookie

sheet. Press out dough to
15x10-inch rectangle. In small
bowl, mix butter and a table-
spoon of roasted garlic. Spread
over dough. Bake seven min-
utes; remove from oven.

• Evenly distribute tomato
mixture over partially baked
crust. Top with mozzarella
cheese.

• Bake seven to nine min-
utes or until cheese is melted
and crust is golden brown.
Sprinkle basil strips over pizza
before serving.

With a little creativity,
making pizza at home can be
delicious and fun for the whole
family. 

- Edited from StatePoint.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana,
CMC – President Donald
Ramotar has accused the
Opposition parties of using
their one seat majority in the
National Assembly to derail
legislative democracy as the
ruling People’s Progressive
Party (PPP) last month hinted
at the possibility of calling
snap general elections in
Guyana.

“We see that reality hap-
pening now in the first

instance to elect the speaker
and deputy speaker, they took
them both…every area we see
them doing
these things,
passing bills
that are
unconstitu-
tional,”
Ramotar told
a ceremony
last month
marking the
16th anniver-
sary of the death of former
President Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
the founder of the ruling
party.

Prime Minister Samuel
Hinds, who also addressed the
ceremony, told supporters
“we must reach out to have
more citizens casting their
vote for the PPPC at the next
elections whenever they might
be – whether they might be
tomorrow or next year or
whether we run the full course
of five years.

“We have suffered much
during the last 16 months,” he
added.

In the 2011 general elec-
tions the Alliance for
Change (AFC) and the
grouping, A Partnership for
National Unity (APNU) that
also includes the main
Opposition People’s National
Congress Reform (PNCR),
won 33 of the 65 seats in the
National Assembly.

Æ

Even if you don’t get to
go to Guyana for next
month’s Independence

celebrations, you can make a
connection to the country’s
traditions and culture through
some of its most delicious
foods.

Here are some samples
from a Yahoo! contributor,
which will hopefully satisfy
your appetite for Guyana’s
delicious delights and bring
back happy memories for the
Caribbean nation on the
South American continent.

• Guyanese pepper pot  -
This stew is made with what-
ever meats you eat and it
takes two days to do it up
right.

• Guyana’s metegee - The
mix of Guyanese starches,
called ground provisions, are
called metegee. Metegee
blends Guyanese foods for a
staple. 

• Guyanese polouri - This
is a ball of spiced dough that
you dip into a tamarind sauce.
Yum.

• GT lo mein - In addition
to its African, Indian and
Amerindian peoples you will

find Chinese people and food
in Guyana. Guyanese lo mein
only shares a name and maybe
noodles with its Chinese coun-
terpart. Guyanese lo mein is
hot, spicy and delicious. 

• Guyanese curry channa
- Channa is chick peas. In
Guyana it’s a staple. Don’t for-
get the cumin and onions to
give curry channa chick peas
its zing. 

• Fruits of Guyana -
Tamarind, mango, star apples,
sapodilla, guineps and water
coconut are on the list. Drink
the water from the coconut
and try a Buxton spice mango. 
Honorable mention for deli-
cious Guyanese foods goes to
metai, homemade fudge and
Guyanese pepper sauce.

Æ

Guyana hints at snap elections

GOING GUYANA: Satisfy your taste buds
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FACTS ON FILE
The ‘Land Of Many Waters’

Guyana - officially the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana
- is a sovereign state on the
northern coast of South
America.

Culturally the country is
part of the Anglophone
Caribbean. Guyana is one of
the few Caribbean countries
that is not an island.

The Caribbean communi-
ty (CARICOM), of which
Guyana is a member, has its
secretariat‘s headquarters in
Guyana’s capital Georgetown.

Guyana was originally
colonized by The Netherlands.
Later, it became a British
colony and remained so for
over 200 years until it
achieved Independence from
the United Kingdom on May
26, 1966. On Feb. 23, 1970,
Guyana officially became a
republic. In 2008, the country
joined the Union of South
American Nations as a found-
ing member.

GEOGRAPHY
Guyana, a member state

of the Commonwealth of
Nations, is the only South
American nation whose offi-
cial language is English.

Historically, the region
known as “Guiana” or
“Guyana” comprised the
large shield landmass north 
of the Amazon River and east
of the Orinoco River known
as the “Land Of Many
Waters”. Historical Guyana
consists of three Dutch
colonies: Essequibo,
Demerara and Berbice.
Modern Guyana is bordered
by Suriname to the east;
Brazil to the south and south-
west; Venezuela to the west;
and by the Atlantic Ocean to
the north.

At 215,000 square kilo-
meters (83,000 square miles),
Guyana is the third-smallest
independent state on the
mainland of South America
after Uruguay and Suriname.
Its population is approximate-
ly 770,000.

- Edited from Wikipedia.

Æ

Guyana pepper pot stew.

Ramotar



PETER RICHARDS

PORT OF Spain, Trinidad –
Prime Minister Kamla Persad
Bissessar, under pressure to dis-
miss her National Security
Minister Austin “Jack” Warner
amid allegations that he may be
implicated in a Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) probe
involving soccer’s global gov-
erning body, said she still had
no official information from the
United States on the matter. 

“I am committed to
upholding the high ethical stan-
dards which the public legiti-

mately and rightly expects of
my government, but I am
equally mindful that the com-
mitment to the rule of law
requires balance and respect
for the presumption of inno-
cence,” she said in a statement
on Mar. 30.

“As head of the govern-
ment, I would make an
informed decision in this mat-
ter once the facts are estab-
lished,” she added.

Reuters News Service, in
an exclusive report late last
month, said that an FBI probe
into alleged corruption in inter-
national soccer has recently
intensified after investigators
persuaded a key party to be a
cooperating witness, U.S. law
enforcement sources said.
Reuters quoted the sources as
saying that Daryan Warner, the
son of the national security
minister and former FIFA vice-

president, is assisting the
probe, but could not say who
might be charged, or when.

“While the exact scope of
the investigation is not clear,
among the matters under
scrutiny are two previously

reported allegations involving
Jack Warner, who is currently
national security minister in his
native Trinidad and Tobago”,
Reuters reported.

“The deepening of the
probe indicates that a succes-
sion of corruption scandals
involving FIFA and other inter-
national soccer bodies in the
past few years may continue to
cast a cloud over the sport for
some time”. 

PROBE
The international news

agency said that Warner has
not been charged with any
wrongdoing and that since
2011, the FBI has been examin-
ing more than $500,000 in pay-
ments made by the Caribbean
Football Union (CFU) over
the past 20 years to an offshore
company headed by top U.S.
soccer official Chuck Blazer.

But Prime Minister Persad
Bissessar, who had earlier indi-
cated that she would not rely on
published reports in the media,
but would seek to get “official
corroboration of the informa-
tion,” said to date the efforts of
her administration had not been
fruitful. She said she had
instructed Foreign Affairs

Minister Winston
Dookeran  “to pursue the mat-
ter via the established diplomat-
ic channels to obtain the rele-
vant facts and seek clarification
on the reported allegations.

“I further directed the
Attorney General
Anand Ramlogan to
write his counter-
part, the U.S.
Attorney General
Eric Holder Jr.,
directly to seek his
personal interven-
tion in the matter so
that there can be
official confirmation
of the facts and cir-
cumstances sur-
rounding this the
alleged investigation.

“Unfortunately,
whilst there has been

great diplomatic cooperation,
attempts to elicit further infor-
mation and clarification have
thus far not been successful.”

PREMATURE
Prime Minister Persad

Bissessar said it would be pre-
mature “if not prejudicial for
me to act without any official
clarification or confirmation

from the U.S. authorities on
this controversial and sensitive
matter.”

This is not the first time
that Persad Bissessar has
sought to tread carefully in
international soccer matters
involving Warner, the former
head of the Confederation of
North, Central American and
Caribbean Association
Football (CONCACAF). In
2011, she stood by her embat-
tled senior
Cabinet minis-
ter, when he
was temporari-
ly suspended
by FIFA, while
allegations of
bribery against
him were being
investigated. 

But since
the Reuters
report was published here, the
main Opposition People’s
National Movement (PNM),
which has been calling for
Warner’s dismissal, intensified
the call with Opposition
Leader Dr. Keith Rowley say-
ing he would like to see how
long the prime minister would
continue to shield the embat-
tled minister.

“The prime minister has
been appearing to bury her
head in the sand, pretending
not to know what is going on
so as not to have to take the
firm decisions required in this
situation. And she does not
care if the country’s image is
damaged, if the authority of
the Cabinet is eroded or if the
people’s interests in this coun-
try is destroyed,” Rowley said.

The Movement for Social
Justice (MSJ), a former partner
in the coalition People’s
Partnership government, also
called for Warner’s dismissal.

“We are now in a very
embarrassing situation as a
nation as having the minister
responsible for national securi-
ty allegedly being investigated
by the State agencies of anoth-
er country and this will obvi-
ously have very significant
implications for Trinidad and
Tobago,” said MSJ Leader
David Abdulah.

He called on the prime
minister “to take action urgent-
ly and immediately.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States has joined calls
for an independent investiga-
tion into the deaths of two
Cuban dissidents in a car
crash that some allege was
caused by Cuba’s state securi-
ty agents.

“The United States sup-
ports the calls for an interna-
tional investigation with inde-
pendent international
observers” into the deaths of
Oswaldo Payá and Harold
Cepero, said U.S. Department
of State Spokeswoman
Victoria Nuland last month.

Payá and Cepero, an
activist in Payá’s Christian
Liberation Movement were

killed during the car crash on
July 22 last year. The Cuban
government claimed that
Spanish politician Angel
Carromero caused the deaths
when he the car he was driv-
ing slammed into a tree in
Cuba. Payá and Cepero were
passengers. Carromero and
Swedish politician Jens Aron
Modig survived.

A Cuban court sentenced
Carromero to four years in
prison for vehicular homicide.
Carromero said his rented car
was rammed from behind and
forced to crash by a red vehi-
cle with government license
plates.

Æ

U.S. wants probe in Cuban’s death

FBI probes T&T’s security minister; P.M. awaits official U.S. word
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Persaud Bissessar, left, and Warner on the campaign trail.

Rowley wants to know when Warner is
being shielded.

Abdulah

Vere Bird Jr. dies in Antigua
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Vere Bird Jr., the elder brother
of former Prime Minister
Lester Bird, has died. He was
76.

Bird, the first son of the
island’s first
Prime Minister
Vere Cornwall
Bird, died of
pulmonary
heart failure at
the Dr. Joey
John’s clinic on
Mar. 31.

Bird, an
attorney,
entered poli-
tics in 1981 and served as min-
ister of agriculture, as well as
minister of aviation, informa-
tion and public service. He
also served as chairman of the
Antigua Labor Party (ALP).

As public works and com-
munications he oversaw the
reconstruction of the V.C. Bird
International Airport, which
was the subject of controversy
after it was discovered that he
had granted a contract for the
construction of a new runway
to a company in which he was
a shareholder.

He was later fired after 
a scandal in which Israeli
weapons sold to Antigua and
Barbuda were found in the
hands of the Medellin cartel 
of Colombian drug smugglers
and a report by Sir Louis
Blom-Cooper recommended
that he be prohibited from
holding public office again.

RETURN
But despite that report,

Bird returned to government

in 1996, serving as minister of
science, technology and com-
munications. After the 1999
general elections he served as
minister of trade, industry,
agriculture, lands and fish-
eries.

The ALP lost the general
elections in 2004, and five
years later Bird and six other
senior ALP members, includ-
ing his brother, were arrested
for participating in an unau-
thorized May Day rally. The
seven politicians were found
guilty of public order offenses,
although the trial was delayed
following a seizure suffered by
Bird. He suffered two more
seizures in 2010, after the com-
pletion of the trial.

Æ

Bird



The Miramar Police
Department, Broward
Sheriff’s Office of West

Park/Pembroke Park and
Broward Crime Stoppers 
have joined Commissioner
Alexandra Davis and West
Park’s Vice Mayor Felisha
Brunson to host a gun buy-
back event in the South
Florida city. 

The buyback will take
place 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April
20 at Christway Baptist
Church, 3800 S. Douglas Rd.
in Miramar. 

“I think it is very impor-
tant that as a city we do our
part in helping to get unwant-
ed guns of the streets and pre-
venting them from getting 
into the wrong hands,”
Commissioner Davis, who 
has Caribbean roots, said 
in a recent press release to
announce the event.

Persons who would like to
dispose of their guns are being
encouraged to participate.
Gift cards of up to $200 will
be given for each firearm.

Those attending the event
should arrive with their

weapons unloaded and locked
in the trunk or another inac-
cessible part of their vehicle.
Drivers will be asked to stay
in their cars and officers will
access the weapons directly.

BB guns, pellet guns, or
plastic guns can be donated,
and are not eligible for com-
pensation.

For more information,
call 954-602-3130.

Æ

The United States
Department of Justice’s
Office on Violence

Against Women (OVW) has
named a dozen counties and
cities around the United States
to receive a grant to prevent
and reduce domestic violence
and domestic violence related
homicides.

The municipalities, among
them Miami-Dade County,
will each receive a grant rang-
ing from $100,000 to $200,000.

The grant comes from the
first-ever Domestic Violence
Homicide Prevention
Demonstration Initiative
(DVHP Initiative), created by
the OVW, which aims to help
minimize domestic violence
homicides by effectively iden-
tifying potential victims and
monitoring high-risk offend-
ers. 

The new DVHP Initiative
is based on an assessment tool

that researchers have identi-
fied that can be used to reli-
ably recognize women who
may be in fatally abusive rela-
tionships. Attempted strangu-
lation, threats with weapons,
sexual assault and obsessively
jealous and controlling behav-
ior are among the markers of
particularly lethal abusers.
Once at-risk victims are identi-
fied, law enforcement, prose-
cutors, courts and service
providers can take action to
protect them and their fami-
lies.

‘VITAL GOAL’
“Ensuring the safety of

our residents is at the heart of
what we do as a government,
and this federal grant will help
us to meet that vital goal by
protecting local women who
are at the highest risk of
domestic abuse,” Miami-Dade
County Mayor Carlos A.

Gimenez said in a recent press
release announcing the grants.

“The focus of our work
has always been for the benefit
of our residents, and we are
very thankful and fortunate
that Miami-Dade County was
chosen to receive this grant,”
added Miami-Dade County
Deputy Mayor Russell
Benford. “It will only enable
us further to help those in
need in our community.”

The DVHP Initiative is
modeled after programs in
Massachusetts and Maryland,
where the use of coordinated
teams of law enforcement,
prosecutors, health profession-
als and victims’ services signifi-
cantly reduced the domestic
violence homicide rate.

For more information on
the OVW and the DVHP
Initiative, visit,
www.ovw.usdoj.gov. 

Æ

FORECLOSURE 

WORKSHOP

Commissioner Alexandra
P. Davis and United Financial
Counselors will host a free
foreclosure prevention event
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 a.m.
April 6 at the Miramar Youth
Enrichment Center located at
7000 Miramar Parkway.

Organizations scheduled to
attend include Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Ocwen, Bank
of America and Chase.
Seminars are also scheduled.

For more information, call
United Financial Counselors at
786-288-5320.

CHARITy GALA

The annual Jamaica
Charity Gala will be held April
19 at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Miami, Florida.

The event, presented by
The American Friends of
Jamaica, Inc. and the Jamaica
Committee, will honor business
executive and philanthropist
Thalia Lyn and track and field

coach Glen Mills.

FERNCOURT FUN DAy

South Florida alumni of
Ferncourt High School in
Jamaica will hold a family fun
day 11 a.m. April 21 at the C.B.
Smith Park, 900 N. Flamingo
Rd. in Pembroke Pines.

For more information, call
954-464-7427.

MULTICULTURAL GAMES

The City of Miramar in South
Florida is sponsoring the sec-
ond annual South Florida
Multicultural Games featuring
Jamaica’s University of
Technology at 3 p.m. April 29
at the Ansin Sports Complex,
10801 Miramar Blvd.

The games will offer a
track and field meet that fea-
tures athletes from the
Caribbean.

Admission is free. For more
information, call 954-602-4990.

UTILITy bILL HELP

Beginning April 1, low-

income individuals living in
Miami-Dade County can receive
assistance with their utility costs
through the Community Action
and Human Services
Department Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP).

LIHEAP applications are
available at Community Service
Centers, Monday through
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Applications and a listing of
Community Service Centers are
available online at
http://www.miamidade.gov/soc
ialservices/housing-assistance-
energy.asp.

For more information, call
786-469-4600.

STORyTELLING

As a prelude to Miami-
Dade Public Library System’s
“International Art of
Storytelling Family Festival
Day”, which will be held from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. April 27 at
the Main Library, the Library
System will present “Tales
Under the Stars” at 7 p.m.
April 9 at the Key Biscayne
Branch Library, 299 Crandon
Blvd.

African American story-
teller Donna Kokumo Buie,
also known as Mama Koku,
will headline the evening.

The event is free and open
to all ages. For more informa-
tion, call 305-361-6134 or visit
www.mdpls.org.

FUNDRAISER

Sant La, the Haitian neigh-
borhood center in South Florida,
will hold its annual fundraiser
from 7:30 p.m. to midnight, May
10, at the Alumni Center,
University of Miami.

Æ

Gun buyback day in Miramar

If you are a GoldenPassport holder under 
age 65, Miami-Dade

Transit (MDT) wants to
remind you that you have
until April 30 to renew.

MDT is encouraging users
to renew Golden Passport
EASY Cards to avoid long
lines and wait times and
ensure the continued use of
their Golden Passport without
interruption.

To renew your card, pres-
ent the following documents:

A valid state-issued

Florida driver’s license or
Florida identification showing
a physical Miami-Dade
County address;

A current year print-out
from the Social Security
Administration, verifying con-
tinued eligibility; and

Your Golden Passport
EASY Card

For more information,
about the Golden Passport
EASY Card, call 3-1-1 or visit
www.miamidade.gov/transit. 

Æ

Miami-Dade urges Golden Passport
holders under 65 to renew by April 30

Federal grants to aid in domestic violence victims 
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MICHELLE CAWLEy

DRESERIS

Jamaican athletes havetheir own active alumni
organization, the non-

profit Jamaica High School
Alumni Sporting Network
(JHSASN).

Lavern Deer, JHSASN’s
president, is one of the volun-
teer founders of this vibrant
organization. Formed five
years ago, JHSASN is based
in Lauderhill, Florida. Deer is
also president of the Female
Football Development, Inc.,
JIFFD.

“Once a year, we organize
a Jamaican alumni men’s (soc-
cer) and women’s netball tour-
nament,” Deer told Caribbean
Today last month. “Alumni
from different Jamaican
schools send teams to com-
pete.”

There are no membership
dues. Teams pay a fee to enter
the annual JHSASN  tourna-
ment, which is held at the
Lauderhill Sports Complex in
Broward County, Florida.

“Last year, we had 26
teams competing in the two-
day tournament,” said Deer.
“The alumni teams included
players from Jamaica, Canada,

and different parts of the
United States. 

“The Sun Sentinel 
newspaper covered our 
tournament. They called our
tournament ‘A Reunion of 
a Country’. The money we
raised was donated to schools
in Jamaica, and various chari-
ties.”

This year’s JHSASN
alumni sports tournament 
will be held on Sept. 2– 3 in
Lauderhill. All Jamaican
alumni sports teams must
apply by July. For informa-
tion, log on to
www.jhsasn.com.

“The winning team
receives a…trophy and a cash
prize called The National
Weekly,” said Deer. “We also
make a small donation of
sporting equipment to the
winning school back in
Jamaica.”

Who can join the
JHSASN?

“As long as you’re repre-
senting your high school in
Jamaica, you can bring a team
into the tournament,” she
said.

Ironically, Deer did not
attend school in Jamaica, so
she cannot play on an alumni
team.

“I’ve become the neutral
party who uses my organiza-
tional skills to make these
events happen,” she said.

Deer works full-time as
an aid to a Broward County
commissioner, and devotes the
rest of her time to supporting
Jamaican sports. She is pas-
sionate about her community
work.

“I love doing this,” said
Deer. “Sometimes, I consider
myself a community activist.”

Another of Deer’s proj-
ects involves organizing and
“galvanizing” support for the
Reggae Girls, Jamaica’s
national women’s soccer team
that was formed in 1991.

“Girls football is not as
developed in Jamaica,”
explained Deer. “They are 
still behind-the-times when it
comes to having Jamaican
girls in sports, and soccer.

“Corporate Jamaica does
not put money into the
women’s soccer program. Any
funding that goes into the
Jamaica Football Federation
(JFF) goes first toward the
boys’ team,” she added. “If
there’s money left over, some-
times it goes to the girls.”

According to Deer, due to
lack of constant funding, the
girls’ teams often don’t have
enough money for pre-tourna-
ment training.

“That’s why I’ve taken on
the challenge!,” she said. “My
focus right now is to help the
Reggae Girls – Jamaica’s
national women’s football
team, qualify for the World
Cup!”

Jamaica’s female teams
compete at the under-17,
under-20 and senior team lev-
els.

“Many times, the first
time the girls meet and train
together is (during) the actual
World Cup qualifying CON-
CACAF tournament that

they’re
competing in,” Deer said.

CONCACAF is The
Confederation of North,
Central American and
Caribbean Association
Football. It’s the governing
body for soccer in the region,
and one of six continental
authorities that administer the
game, along with FIFA, the

world governing body.
Jamaica has never quali-

fied a women’s soccer team
for the World Cup finals. The
next one is in 2015.

Deer has begun her drive
to help the Reggae Girls with
a partnership-of-sorts with the
JFF.

“I’ve gotten a letter of
support from them to galva-
nize support for the Reggae
Girls,” she said. 

“My the goal is to get
women’s soccer recognized
and funded in Jamaica, and in
the Jamaican diaspora, so that
they can advance to the World
Cup in Canada in 2015.”

Michelle Cawley Dreseris is a
freelance writer for Caribbean
Today. If you would like to
support the Reggae Girls,
contact Lavern Deer at
femalefootball@jiffd.org or
786-417-1225.

Æ

HELPING HAND: Jamaican alumni support sport in U.S. and at home
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Jamaica’s women’s soccer received a boost in South Florida recently when representatives of the sport’s organizing body and govern-
ment attended the Reggae Girls Awareness Conference. Lavern Deer, third left, president of JHSASN; Valerie Neita-Headley, fourth left,
minister without portfolio in the Office of the Prime Minister with responsibility for sports; and Captain Horace Burrell, right, president
of the JFF, were among those present.

You don’t need to be
old to proudly consid-
er yourself an “old

boy” or “old girl” — at least,
not in the Caribbean or other
countries of the British
Commonwealth.

If someone from the
Caribbean describes them-
selves as an “old girl” or an
“old boy”, they are usually
saying so with a certain
amount of pride and affinity
for the school of their child-
hood, teenage years or their
university, remembering the
formative friendships and
memories of their youth.

In the United States and
other countries, former stu-
dents of schools and colleges
are generally known as alum-
ni. These men and women
carry within them unique and
special memories that vary
by their ages, schools, coun-
tries, cultures and experi-
ences.

Jamaicans in Jamaica
and in diasporas around the
world, including the U.S.,
Canada and England, have
formed countless alumni
associations to reconnect
with friends from their alma
mater. They also provide
financial and other support
to current students and their
home schools.

For Jamaicans wishing to
reconnect with their educa-

tional past, but you don’t
know where to start, there’s
the Coalition of Jamaican
Alumni Associations of
Florida (CJAAF) Inc., which
was founded by Rupert
Rhodd and Sandra
Schrouder. It is an umbrella
organization which provides
contact information for some
53 alumni associations,
including Jamaican high
schools, technical Schools,
the University of the West
Indies (UWI) and other edu-
cational institutions.

According to CJAAF,
Inc., it is “dedicated to the
improvement of educational
opportunities for students in
Jamaica, as well as those who
have migrated to the Unites
State of America, and to the
improvement of communities
in Florida”.

Alumni from schools and
colleges throughout Jamaica
are represented on CJAAF
Inc.’s Planning Board. The
website www.cjaaf.info
includes a calendar of current
events by school, and a
“Coalition Monthly”, a
repository of various monthly
alumni newsletters dating
from Dec. 2009 through Mar.
2013.

- Michelle Cawley Dreseris.

Æ

‘Old’ boys, girls link up
Deer



BRIEFS
• Bickle to honor Hemmings
Deon Hemmings-McCatty, the first
Jamaican and
English-speak-
ing Caribbean
woman to win
an individual
Olympic gold
medal, will be
honored in New
York this
month.

Team
Jamaica Bickle
(TJB), a United States-based
organization which assists
Jamaican athletes, will present its
annual award to Hemmings-
McCatty, the 1996 Olympics 400
meters hurdles champion during a
reception and fundraiser on April
16 at Brooklyn Borough Hall. 

• Calabar, Holmwood top
‘Champs’
Calabar again topped the boys sec-

tion while Holmwood Technical
returned to rule the girls at last
month’s high school track and field
championships in Jamaica.

Earned 299 points, relegating
Jamaica College to second place
(258.5) and Kingston College, third
(247.5). Holmwood tallied 310.5
points, five ahead of last year’s
winner Edwin Allen High, to retain
their title. St. Jago, with 208, fin-
ished third.

• Bolt to run in Cayman
World sprint sensation Usain Bolt is
to run in the Cayman Islands for
the first time next month.
Bolt, the six-time Olympic gold
medalist and world record holder,
will compete in the second annual
Cayman Invitational athletic meet
on May 8.

- Compiled from various
sources.

Æ

CHICAGO, Illinois -
Caribbean champion Cuba
will play Costa Rica on July 9
at the JELD-WEN Field in
Portland, Oregon in its open-
ing match of the CONCA-
CAF Gold Cup 2013.

Cuba has been drawn in
Group C, which also includes
Belize and the United States,
said CONCACAF in announc-
ing the groups and schedule of
the prestigious event last
month.

The Cubans, who cele-
brated their first Caribbean
Cup title with a 1-0 victory
over Trinidad and Tobago in
December, will also play the
U.S. on July 13 at the Rio
Tinto Stadium in Salt Lake

City and Belize July 16 at
Rentschler Field, Connecticut
in remaining preliminary
round games.

T&T has been drawn in
Group B and will kick-off its
campaign with a match against
El Salvador on July 8 at the
Red Bull Arena in New Jersey.
The former Caribbean champi-
on will also play Haiti on July
12 at the Sun Life Stadium in
Miami, Florida and Honduras
July 15 at the BBVA Compass
Stadium in Houston, Texas.

OPENERS
The Rose Bowl in

Carlifornia will host the
opening doubleheader on
July 7, featuring reigning

Gold Cup champion Mexico
against Panama, with Canada
playing Martinique earlier.
The quarterfinals will be
played in Atlanta’s Georgia
Dome and Baltimore,
Maryland’s M&T Bank
Stadium, both first-time hosts
in the tournament. The semi-
finals are scheduled for the
Cowboys Stadium in
Arlington, Texas on July 24,
while the final is at Soldier
Field, Chicago on July 28.

The Gold Cup, held every
two years, features teams
from the Caribbean, Central
America and North America.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Jamaica, the Caribbean’slone representative in the
final round of senior

men’s CONCACAF World
Cup soccer qualifiers, endured
a rocky road last month in its
bid for a place in Brazil 2014.

The Reggae Boyz, playing
in the hexagonal group of six
countries from the Caribbean,
North and Central America,
lost one and drew another
match last month to fall to the
cellar of the group.

After three games in the
round, Jamaica has two points
from two draws and a loss.
Ahead of the Caribbean
nation is group leader Panama on five, United States Costa

Rica and Honduras on four

and Mexico on three.
On Mar. 22, Jamaica drew

1-1 at home in Kingston after
taking the lead through a
Marvin Elliott goal. But on
Mar. 26 the Boyz went down
2-0 to host Costa Rica.

Jamaica and the rest of
the hexagonal group will play
again in June. The top three
teams from CONCACAF
automatically qualify for next
year’s World Cup in Brazil.
The fourth place team will
play off against a team from
the Oceana group for a spot in
soccer’s biggest tournament.

Æ

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – Jamaican Whycliffe
“Dave” Cameron was last

month elected president of the
West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB).

Cameron defeated incum-
bent Dr. Julian Hunte by a
seven to five margin.

Hunte, the 73-year-old St.
Lucian had been the WICB’s
boss since 2007.

Cameron, a 42-year-old,
who was nominated by the
Jamaica Cricket Association
and seconded by the
Windwards Cricket Board, has
been a WICB director since
2002.

Æ

Five Caribbean teams are
among 12 countries with
a chance this month to

qualify for soccer’s 2013
Under-17 World Cup.

Barbados, Cuba, Haiti,
Jamaica and Trinidad and
Tobago have been split among
four groups, which will contest
the CONCACAF champi-
onships in Panama April 6-19
for countries located in the
Caribbean, North and Central
America.

Barbados and Jamaica
have been drawn in Group A
with the host nation. T&T is
in Group B with Costa Rica
and Canada. Haiti will contest
Group C with Guatemala and
the United States, while
Group D will include Cuba,
Honduras and defending
World Cup champion Mexico.

The top two teams in each
group will advance to the
quarterfinal round. The win-
ner of each quarterfinal match

receives an automatic place in
the World Cup, scheduled for
Oct. 17 to Nov. 8 in the
United Arab Emirates.

KICK-OFF
On April 6 T&T plays

against Canada in the opening
game of a double header that
also features Jamaica versus
Panama. The following day
Haiti faces the U.S., while
Cuba plays Mexico.

On April 8 Barbados
tackles Jamaica, while Costa
Rica and T&T square off
afterwards. On April 9 Haiti
plays Guatemala and later
Cuba faces Honduras.

Barbados plays Panama
on April 10 to round out the
Caribbean first round fixtures.

The quarterfinals will be
played on April 13 and 14.
The semi-finals are scheduled
for April 17, with the final on
April 19.

Æ

Caribbean nations to compete for
places in soccer’s U-17 World Cup

Caribbean teams set to open Gold Cup soccer

Jamaica stumbles in World Cup soccer qualifiers

Jamaica’s national soccerteam will play English
Premier League (EPL)

club Tottenham Hotspurs in
an exhibition game on May 23
in The Bahamas.

Both teams have accepted
an invitation from the govern-
ment of The Bahamas to play
the game at the new Thomas
A. Robinson National Stadium
on Nassau Paradise Island. It
will mark the first match fea-
turing an EPL club in the
Commonwealth of The
Bahamas.

The match will also mark
one of the major events in the
new $30 million, 15,000-seat
stadium as well as the year

long celebration of The
Bahamas’ 40th anniversary of
Independence.

“(The event) will mark a
new and exciting thrust in our
efforts to support and encour-
age global sporting events at
all levels,” David Johnson,
director general of the
Bahamas Ministry of Tourism,
said in a recent press release.

PROMOTION
Spurs will work with 

the Bahamas Ministry of
Tourism to help promote The
Bahamas as a leading destina-
tion for tourism, while work-
ing with the National Sports
Authority to help position the
new stadium as a hub for
major international sporting
events.

The stadium is part of the
Queen Elizabeth Sports
Centre, an ongoing redevel-
opment plan on 450 acres that
will eventually include an ath-
letes’ village, baseball and
softball fields and stadiums,
and a new indoor multiplex.

“The Bahamas Football
Association is delighted to
welcome Tottenham Hotspur

and the Jamaican national
team to The Bahamas,” said
Anton Sealy, president of the
Bahamas Football
Association.

SUPPORT
Spurs Chairman Daniel

Levy said: “We are delighted
to accept an invitation from
the government of The
Bahamas to take part in the
country’s 40th anniversary 
celebrations. This match 
will see the club support the
Bahamas Ministry of Tourism,
as it looks to build its profile
across key markets around
the world as a leading desti-
nation for tourism.”

Jamaica is currently par-
ticipating in the final round of
CONCACAF qualifiers for a
place in the 2014 World Cup
in Brazil. Spurs is a leading
club in the EPL

“The Jamaican team will
be at full strength with all our
European and American-
based players,” said Captain
Horace Burrell, president 
of the Jamaica Football
Federation.

Æ

Reggae Boyz to tackle Spurs in The Bahamas
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SPORT

Hemmmings

aCTION paCKED
CrICKET DVDs

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket Legends Viv Richards
ICC Twenty20 World Cup 2012

West Indies vs New Zealand 2012 One Day 
Australia vs West Indies 1980

Fire in Babylon (Cricket Documentary)

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Jamaicans celebrate a goal against
Panama.

Cameron

Windies cricket elects new president
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MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans).
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month (for 12
mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at

$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! Ask
About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-888-927-0816

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone-
Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! Options from
ALL major service providers. Call us to learn

more! CALL Today. 888-708-7137

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL * Get a 4-Room
All-Digital Satellite System installed for Free

and programming starting at $19.99/mo. Free
HD/DVR upgrade for new callers, 

Call Now. 1-800-795-7279

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL builds peace and
understanding through education. For more

information visit www.rotary.org. 
This message provided by PaperChain and

your local community paper.
$$$ We Buy Diabetic Test Strips $$$HIGHEST

$$$ Paid. Deal with the Pros! Get paid in 24
hours. Free Quik quote. 772-263-0425

www.Traderjackproducts.com/strips

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

ADOPTION 866-633-0397 Unplanned
Pregnancy? Provide your baby with a

loving, financially secure family.
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses

paid. Social worker on staff. Call
Compassionate Attorney Lauren
Feingold (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6298. FL

License #100013125

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if qualified – Housing

available CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-314-6283.

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAA Approved. Classes

Starting Soon! 1-800-659-
2080 NAA.edu

Finish your H.S. Diploma from home! Start
today! Nationally accredited. Only $399. EZ

pay. Established 1999. BBB accredited.
www.diplomaathome.com Call 1-877-661-0678

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!!! Study online.
Grades 6-12. Transfer credits from your previ-

ous high school. SACS accredited – recognized
by colleges. CALL NOW! 1-888-820-0015

www.americanhighschool.us

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here – Train
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical

Management. Job placement assistance.
Computer and Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV

authorized. Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++

within 48/hours?
Low rates Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-

8321. www.lawcapital.com

FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy a Harris
Bed Bug Kit. Complete Room Treatment

Solution. Odorless, Non-Staining. Available
online homedepot.com (NOT IN STORES) 

Kill Roaches! Buy Harris Roach Tablets.

Eliminate Bugs-Guaranteed. No Mess,
Odorless, Long Lasting.

Available at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot,
Homedepot.com 

STOP GNAT & MOSQUITO BITES! Buy
Swamp Gator Natural Insect Repellent.

Family/Pet Safe. Repels
No-See-Ums. Available at Ace Hardware, 

The Home Depot.

HELP WANTED

Apply Now, 12 Drivers Needed Top 5% Pay &
Late Model Equip Plus Benefits, New Equip,

401K Need CDL Class A Driving Exp 888-592-
4752 www.ad-drivers.com 

NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. Info.

1-985-646-1700 DEPT. FL-820

Oilfield Jobs. Immediate Opportunity $64000-
$145000/ Year. No Experience Necessary. Call
24Hr Free Recorded Message (800) 533-4051

REAL ESTATE

Affordable 2-4bd Homes From $900/mo
PreForeclosures & Rent2OWN Homes! Bad

Credit OK! No Money
Down! STOP Renting and OWN!! For more info

and listings call 1-866-955-0622 

America’s Best Buy! 20 Acres - Only $99/mo!
$0 Down, No Credit Checks, 

Money Back Guarantee Owner
Financing. West Texas Beautiful Mountain

Views! Free Color Brochure 1-800-755-8953 

GEORGIA LAND SALE! Great investment!
Relax & enjoy country lifestyle! Beautifully

developed 1Acre- 20Acre homesites. Augusta
Area. Beautiful weather. Low taxes/Low down.

Financing from $195/month. 
Call Owner 706-364-4200

SMOKIES ABSOLUTE 70/AC FARM AUCTION
Saturday, April 20th 2 Tractors & Farm

Equipment, 2 Nice Homes Knoxville, TN
McCarter Auction, Inc. 1-877-282-8467 

Auction Lic#335
www.mccarterauction.com

TENNESSEE WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT
WindSwept on Cherokee Lake Lot prices

reduced 30%- 70%! Starting @ $32,000 in
Morristown, TN. Near Asheville,NC & Knoxville.

Details 865-690-6886 or
www.TNwaterfront.com

AUTOMObILES

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 1-

800-871-9638

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia

Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con
ahorros de hasta el 90 en todas las

medicinas que necesites. Llama ahora al 1-
800-261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento con tu

primer orden ademas
de envio gratuito.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and

affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian
mail order pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to 90 percent on all your medication

needs. Call today 
1-800-749-6515, for $10.00 off your first pre-

scription and free shipping.

ADOPTION Give your baby a loving,
financially secure family. Living

expenses paid. Call Attorney
Charlotte Danciu 28 years experience.
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surro-

gacy.com FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORI-

DAADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.A.
Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. 1-800-
852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025) 

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We're Local!

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!

Generous Compensation Paid. Call
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-800-395-
5449 www.adoption-surrogacy.com

FL Bar # 307084

SURROGATE MOTHERS NEEDED
Most generous compensation / ben-
efits offered anywhere. Starting At

$25,000! Healthy, non-smoking
women 21-39, prior birth, no compli-

cations, no criminal record.
Confidential, Compassionate

Service 941-741-4994
openarmsconsultants.com

VIAGRA/ CIALIS!
Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg
Pills, for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills

FREE! #1 Male Enhancement.
Discreet Shipping. Buy The Blue Pill

Now 1- 888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S

(NOW) FLORIDA LAND AVAILABLE (NOW)
Values are going up

No Qualifying
Low Down Payments • 0% Interest

Priced from $3,000 & up
While supplies last

Call 786-488-1646
Secure your parcels today while supplies last!



Most parents are famil-
iar with traditional
bullying that takes

place at school and on the play-
ground, but as life has gone dig-
ital, so has bullying.

“Cyberbullying, bullying
that occurs through technology
like computers and mobile
devices, is often harder to
detect than traditional bullying.
The bully isn’t immediately visi-
ble and may not even be known
to the victim,” says pediatrician
Dr. Gwenn Schurgin O`Keeffe
of the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) and author of
CyberSafe: Protecting and
Empowering in the Digital
World of Texting, Gaming, and
Social Media.

“Because of this, cyber-bul-
lying is often more upsetting to
victims, with even more pro-
found and long-lasting effects.”

While the anonymous
nature of the digital world does
pose a challenge to identifying
cyber-bullies, Dr. O’Keeffe
notes, parents can take an
active role toward combating
this 21st century problem. Here
are tips for parents to get a
handle on cyber-bullying,
whether your child is a victim, a
bystander or even participating
in the bullying:

• Monitor your child’s digi-
tal technology use - Be on the
lookout for behaviors like
quickly switching screens and
having multiple passwords and
accounts.

• Teach your child to come
forward if he or she knows a
friend is bullying others or
being bullied - Being a
bystander helps perpetuate the
cycle and continue someone
else’s pain.

AT RISK
• You may think your child

is safely using a digital device in
the next room, but any child
online is at risk for being bul-
lied - Not all children are going
to let you know if there’s a
problem, including teenagers. If
your child is acting withdrawn,
evasive or unusually sad - espe-
cially after using a digital
device such as a computer,
video game or mobile phone -

ask if everything is okay.
Regularly converse to open the
line of communication.

• Cyber-bullies may think
they are acting anonymously,
but they can be tracked by
authorities - If your child is a
victim, save the offending e-
mails, IMs, and texts, and get
the school involved if possible.

• If you worry your child is
in serious danger, or the other
parents refuse to help end bul-
lying, call the police.

• Find out what your
child’s school’s policies are on
bullying, cyberbullying and dig-
ital devices - If the rules are
insufficient, talk to the teachers
and principal about establishing
sensible regulations.

• Don’t raise a bully! -
Foster empathy by talking reg-
ularly about how actions and
words affect others. Set a good
example by always treating oth-
ers with respect yourself, both
online and offline.

• Help children develop
constructive strategies for get-
ting what they want that don’t
include teasing, threatening or
hurting others.

• Don’t assume that a nor-
mally well-behaved child is
guilt-free - The faceless digital
world makes it easy for even
good kids to sometimes be
mean.

More information about
cyber-bullying can be found on
the AAP parenting website,
www.healthychildren.org.

- Edited from StatePoint.

Æ

Two of South Florida’s
most notable education-
al institutions are sched-

uled to formalize a partnership
to help graduate students from
one school obtain their degree
at the other.

Miami Dade College
(MDC) President Dr. Eduardo
J. Padrón and St. Thomas
University President Monsignor
Franklyn M. Casale are expect-
ed to formalize a partnership
that will usher MDC film and
television students toward
attaining a master of communi-
cation arts degree at St.

Thomas.
The official co-operative

signing ceremony was sched-
uled for 11 a.m. April 5 at the
Science Complex at MDC’s
North Campus.

FACILITATE
The partnership is expect-

ed to allow MDC students who
have or are completing a bach-
elor of applied science in film,
television and digital produc-
tion degree to enroll - at a dis-
counted tuition rate - in St.
Thomas’s master of communi-
cation arts degree program

with a specialization in elec-
tronic media arts. Among
other benefits, MDC students
will receive registration fee
waivers.    

The agreement is sched-
uled to go on stream during
the 2013-2014 academic year.

St. Thomas’ master’s pro-
gram is expected to advance
MDC’s undergraduate degree
by infusing communications
courses with leadership, ethics,
diversity, research methods
and the creative process.

Æ

Education Minister
Reverend Ronald
Thwaites has warned

that the educational achieve-
ment of Jamaican students is
being severely compromised
by poor values and attitudes,
with focus being placed on
material possessions and popu-
lar culture rather than learn-
ing.

“We idolize bling, extreme
fashions, whatever the current
notion of popularity is,” he
said last month, noting that

many parents and grandpar-
ents, by their own conduct, fos-
ter these negative values.

Rev. Thwaites called on
parents to set the proper
examples by opposing those
values that are inimical to 
educational attainment and
national development.

“We could build as many
schools as we must and we
could have the most acute
technology used in the process
of education, but unless we
understand that at this junc-

ture of our history that we
have to have a certain
approach to life, which is
wholesome, which is simple,
and which is more functional
than J$4,000 (one Jamaica dol-
lar = US$0.01 cents) hairdos
for teenage girls, who are fail-
ing in school, then we are
going nowhere as a nation and
we are selling our children
short,” he said.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Protecting kids from 
cyber-bullying on-line

MDC, St. Thomas University become
partners in graduate degree program

Jamaica gov’t minister warns against idolizing ‘bling’
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Kids can be vulnerable on computers.



MIRAMAR, Florida – Ross
University School of Medicine
(RUSM) has renewed its part-
nership agreement with the
Caribbean nation of
Dominica.

The agreement paves the
way for RUSM to implements
its campus master plan,
including a new student cen-
ter, a 47,500-square-foot build-
ing which will house a library,
study space and other rooms
for teaching and learning.

“We are very excited to
have the Commonwealth’s
support as we continue to
enhance the School of
Medicine’s campus and learn-
ing environment,” said
William Hughson, president of
DeVry Healthcare Group.

“The strong collaborative
partnership we have with the
people and government of
Dominica is the essential
ingredient that makes a proj-
ect of this size and scope pos-
sible.”

RUSM is a part of DeVry,
which provides educational
services.

RUSM has also scheduled
the construction of a prepara-

tory school and day care facili-
ty. The new building will allow
RUSM to accommodate the
demand from faculty and stu-
dents whose families are part
of the RUSM community.

PARTNER
Since its founding in 1978,

RUSM has been a partner
with the Dominican govern-
ment and local business lead-
ers. Each year the school
makes charitable contribu-
tions to support national and
local programs in education,
health, culture, and sports.

RUSM also provides two
full scholarships annually to
Dominican students who meet
the university’s admissions cri-
teria and wish to pursue a
medical degree. Since 1996,
RUSM has granted scholar-
ships to 57 Dominicans, total-
ing $5 million.

RUSM students complete
their foundational studies in
Dominica before completing
their clinical training in teach-
ing hospitals in the United
States.

Æ

From tiny closets to rude
roommates, dormitory
living can have its pit-

falls. But students can get a
handle on some dorm room
dilemmas even before setting
foot on campus this fall.

These tips will help make
the dorm room or off-campus
apartment experience more
comfortable:

• Shopping prep - Avoid
purchasing items the school
provides or prohibits. Find
your school’s do’s and don’ts at
www.bedbathandbeyond.com/
shopforcollege, by selecting
“Find My College”.

Use free tools like a
checklist or online registry to
coordinate with future room-
mates on styles, colors and
who will be bringing what
items for community use.

Opt for retailers that have
college students in mind this
time of year and are offering
special services.

• Maximize space - Space
is limited in the dorms. Create
space under the bed, over the
door and in the closet. Bed
risers, storage cubes and
rolling drawer carts are simple
ways to cram all that stuff in
small spaces.

Double hanging rods and

ultra slim hangers with acces-
sory bars, like Real Simple’s
Slimline Hangers, can maxi-
mize closets.  

• Shower and primp -
Due to lines in the community
bathroom, students should
never save showering until the
last minute. Use a shower
caddy to easily transport toi-
letries down the hall.
Remember, this isn’t a private
spa; bring a bathrobe and flip
flops for trips to the shower.

Girls should bring essen-
tial hair styling tools.  Guys
should bring their own shavers
to look fresh for class.

• Bed Guide 101 - A great
night’s sleep is crucial to a
young scholar. Night owls and

morning larks
alike will find a
friend in
earplugs and
sleep masks to
shut out light
and sound from
roommates.
Upgrade a

drab room and
the school-
issued bed by
layering on a
stylish com-
forter set and
add support to
a standard six-

inch mattress with a memory
foam topper or featherbed.

Mattresses are reused
year in and year out. Guard
the mattress against the scary
past with a lab-tested bed bug
and odor-fighting tool.

• Your technology -
Remember, outlets are limited
in most dorm rooms, so con-
sider streamlining with multi-
purpose gadgets.

Multiply outlet access
with an adjustable surge pro-
tector that reaches around fur-
niture and corners.

- Edited from StatePoint.

Æ

Dominica, Ross University sign
pact to expand campus facilities

HOME GROWN: Tips for solving dorm dilemmas
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Sharing a dorm room can be a crucial experience for a student.
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From the moment that Kelsey Garcia stepped foot on 
the campus of BARRY UNIVERSITY, she knew that was
where she was meant to be. From the University being 
actively involved in the community, to how its students
learned practical hands-on teaching techniques, Kelsey
knew she would flourish, both as a student and, after
graduating, as a teacher. “Thanks to BARRY, when I
graduated, I had more experience than most others.
That is why the administrators at my school were so
confident in hiring me. I was completely prepared,
thanks to BARRY UNIVERSITY.”

www.barry.edu/CaribbeanToday

Create YOUR FUTURE.

KELSEY GARCIA
Elementary Education, 2012

BARRY UNIVERSITY is the second-largest private, Catholic university in the Southeastern United
States • Consistently recognized by national publications for providing the best opportunities to
minority students • Main campus in Miami Shores, Florida, offering more than 100 bachelor’s,

master’s, and doctoral programs in: Arts and Sciences • Business • Education • Health Sciences
• Human Performance and Leisure Sciences • Law • Podiatric Medicine • Public Administration

• Social Work • Online programs available
Day, evening, and weekend classes at sites throughout Florida* 

*Not all programs offered at all off-campus sites
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