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The United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services has
announced an extension of the
re-registration period for
Haitian nationals who are cur-
rent beneficiaries of Temporary
Protected Status, (TPS), page 3. 

Barbadian
star Rihanna
leads a
cluster of
Caribbean
nominees,
including
Jimmy Cliff,
Sean Paul
and Sly &
Robbie, who
are in line to
win at
music’s

biggest celebration - the
annual Grammy Awards, 
page 11.

It’s a new year and Caribbean
Americans may be thinking
about new diets. A couple of
authors are suggesting that
going raw may be better and,
because Caribbean people
already relish fresh fruits and
veggies, it could an idea they
crave, page 13.
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~ Secretary of Homeland Security
Janet Napolitano has announced
a new rule reducing the time
Caribbean and other nationals
who are United States citizens
are separated from their 
immediate relatives, 
page 2.

~ The Caribbean made headlines a lot last
year. The news wasn’t always good – from
political upheavals to economic struggles - but
there were glorious moments as well, espe-
cially when the region’s athletes performed on
the international stage, pages 7 and 8. 



MIAMI, Florida –
Government, law enforcement
and judicial officials from 12
Caribbean nations met here
last month to exchange ideas
and share strategies for
strengthening the rule of law
and ending gender-based vio-
lence in their respective terri-
tories.

“The Caribbean Dialogue
on Rule of Law and Gender-
Based Violence” brought
together judges, prosecutors
and high court justices, as well
as police officers from
throughout the English-speak-
ing Caribbean to Florida

International University. The
event was hosted by the
United States Department of
State.

A big concern for all the
countries involved was how to
“remove barriers to dealing
with impunity for perpetrators
of gender-based violence,”
said Anita Botti, chief of staff
and deputy director of the
U.S. Department of State’s
Office of Global Women’s
Issues.

“That’s a big issue, and it
can only be dealt with if all
the players are working
together,” added Botti, a for-

mer Peace Corps volunteer
in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.

GROWING CONCERN
She said violence against

women and girls is a growing
national and regional concern,
pointing to statistics from the
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, which states
that every Caribbean island
has a sexual violence rate that
is higher than the world aver-
age.

Botti said such gender-
based violence is “an affront
to the dignity, human rights
and overall health status of
the millions of individuals
who experience it.

“Plus, human security and
how it is dealt with is crucial
to the overall security of a
country, as well as the overall
security of the region,” she
said.

During their stay, the
Caribbean law enforcement
officials toured the Miami
City-Dade County domestic
violence courts for an
overview on the U.S. judicial
and legal approach to prose-
cuting perpetrators of domes-
tic violence and gender-based
crime. They also heard from
experts, such as Rosina

Wiltshire, the first advocate
for gender justice for the
Caribbean community
(CARICOM).

OPPORTUNITY
Botti said Caribbean offi-

cials had the opportunity to
share with their regional coun-
terparts ideas, experiences, tac-
tics and strategies to strength-
en a multi-sec-
tor response to
gender-based
violence. She
said they also
devoted time
to developing
or expanding
on country-
specific
national action
plans to determine the next
steps that should be taken.

Besides Botti, U.S. offi-
cials who attended the con-
ference included Larry
Palmer, U.S. ambassador to
Barbados and the Eastern
Caribbean; Pamela
Bridgewater, U.S. ambassa-
dor to Jamaica; Liliana
Ayalde, deputy assistant
secretary in the State
Department’s Bureau of
Western Hemisphere
Affairs; and Brian Nichols,
the principal deputy assis-

tant secretary for the State
Department’s Bureau of
International Narcotics and
Law Enforcement.

KEY
Botti said civil society is

key to promoting effective
responses and prevention
strategies. The U.S. recently
released the first Strategy to
Prevent and Respond to
Gender-based Violence
Globally, accompanied by a
presidential executive order
directing implementation of
the strategy - underscoring the
U.S. commitment to address
this issue.

U.S. embassies through-
out the region conduct public
diplomacy programming for
community outreach, sponsor
professional exchanges, offer
small grants for the develop-
ment of programs to support
women and provide training
to those involved in prevent-
ing and responding to gender-
based violence, according to
Botti.

“We’re building on what
already exists, in that we’re
taking countries and working
with them where they are and
trying to facilitate their going
forward,” she said.

“This isn’t just a U.S.
issue,” she added. “The issue
of gender-based violence, over
the last 10 years, has really
attracted much more (interna-
tional) awareness.”

The goal in preventing
gender-based violence is to
have all the entities involved
supporting each other, Botti
said.

- Edited from CMC.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet Napolitano has
announced a new rule reduc-
ing the time Caribbean and
other nationals who are
United States citizens are sep-
arated from their immediate
relatives.

Napolitano said these rel-
atives - spouse, children and
parents - must be in the
process of obtaining visas to
become lawful permanent res-
idents of the U.S. under cer-
tain circumstances.

“The final rule establish-
es a process that allows cer-
tain individuals to apply for a
provisional unlawful pres-
ence waiver before they
depart the United States to
attend immigrant visa inter-
views in their countries of
origin,” she said, adding that
the process will be effective
on Mar. 4, 2013.

“This final rule facilitates
the legal immigration process
and reduces the amount of
time that U.S .citizens are 
separated from their immedi-
ate relatives who are in the
process of obtaining an immi-
grant visa.”

Napolitano said the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) received
more than 4,000 comments in
response to the April 2, 2012
proposed rule and considered
all of them in preparing the
final rule.  

“The law is designed to
avoid extreme hardship to
U.S. citizens, which is precise-
ly what this rule achieves,”
said USCIS Director
Alejandro Mayorkas.

He said the change will
have a significant impact on
American families by greatly
reducing the time family
members are separated from
those they rely upon.

Under current law, imme-
diate relatives of U.S. citizens
who are not eligible to adjust
status in the U.S. to become
lawful permanent residents
must leave the U.S. and
obtain an immigrant visa

abroad. Individuals who have
accrued more than six months
of unlawful presence while in
the U.S. must obtain a waiver
to overcome the unlawful
presence inadmissibility bar
before they can return to the
U.S. after departing to obtain
an immigrant visa.

WAIVER
Under the existing waiver

process, which remains avail-
able to those who do not qual-
ify for the new process,
USCIS said immediate rela-
tives cannot file a waiver
application until after they
have appeared for an immi-
grant visa interview abroad
and the U.S. Department of
State has determined that they
are inadmissible.

In order to obtain a provi-
sional unlawful presence waiv-
er, the USCIS said the appli-
cant must be an immediate

relative of a U.S. citizen, inad-
missible only on account of
unlawful presence, and
demonstrate the denial of the
waiver would result in
extreme hardship to his or her
U.S. citizen spouse or parent.

Under the new provision-
al waiver process, USCIS said
immediate relatives must still
depart the U.S. for the con-
sular immigrant visa process.
However, it said they can
apply for a provisional waiver
before they depart for their
immigrant visa interview
abroad.

“The new process will
reduce the amount of time US
citizen are separated from
their qualifying immediate rel-
atives,” USCIS said.

- Edited from CMC.
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Caribbean nations, U.S. team up to fight gender violence in region

FINALLY: U.S. announces new rule to support Caribbean family unity
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More than 6,500 crimi-
nal immigrants were
sent packing from the

United States to their home-
lands in the Caribbean in 2012.

Data on deportee rates to
the region, obtained from the
U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agency, showed that 4,898 of
all criminal immigrants were
sent back to the Caribbean.

A “criminal alien” is
defined under U.S. immigra-
tion laws as a migrant who is
convicted of a crime. Most of
those deported were sent back
for murders and sex and drug
crimes.

Non-criminal immigrants
deported to the Caribbean
totaled 1,612.

DROP
That number marked

drop from 2011 when 14,912
Caribbean migrants were sent
back to the region.

For the Caribbean in
2012, the most criminal depor-
tees were sent back to the
Dominican Republic with a
massive 2,264. Jamaica was
second with 1,213.

The rates of deportations
for other Caribbean countries
in 2012 were: Haiti: 758 (568
criminal and 190 non-crimi-
nal); Trinidad and Tobago:
242 (187 criminal and 55 non-
criminal); Belize: 217 (152
criminal and 65 non-criminal);

Guyana: 182 (154 criminal 
and 28 non-criminal); The
Bahamas: 123 (98 criminal
and 25 non-criminal); Cuba:
66 (55 criminal and 11 non-
criminal); Barbados: 50 (45
criminal and five non-crimi-
nal); Dominica: 41 (19 crimi-
nal and 22 non-criminal); St.
Kitts and Nevis: 40 (32 crimi-
nal and eight non-criminal);
Antigua and Barbuda: 36 (25
criminal and 11 non-criminal);

St. Lucia: 28 (14 criminal
and 14 non-criminal);

Grenada: 25 (15 criminal
and 10 non-criminal);

Turks Caicos Islands: 10
(seven criminal and three non-
criminal); British Virgin
Islands: nine (seven criminal
and two non-criminal);
Bermuda: eight (five criminal
and three non-criminal);

Suriname: six (all crimi-
nal);

Guadeloupe: two (one
criminal and one non-crimi-
nal); Montserrat: two (both
criminal);

Netherlands Antilles,
inclusive of St. Maarten,
Curacao, Saba and Bonaire:
two (one criminal and one
non-criminal); Anguilla: one
(non-criminal); and

Cayman Islands: one
(criminal).

- Edited from News
Americas.
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The United States
Citizenship and
Immigration Services

has announced an extension
of the re-registration period
for Haitian nationals who 
are current beneficiaries of
Temporary Protected Status,
(TPS). 

Caribbean American U.S.
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke welcomed the exten-
sion and urged all eligible
Haitian nationals to ensure
they apply through the new
date – Jan. 29.

Thousands of Haitian TPS
beneficiaries were expected to
submit their applications in
order to maintain their cur-
rent status for an additional 18
months. 

To re-register, TPS 
beneficiaries must submit 
Form I-821, Application for
Temporary Protected Status,
and Form I-765, Application
for Employment Authorization.
Individuals seeking to re-regis-
ter do not need to pay the
Form I-821 application fee.

However, a biometric services
fee (or a fee-waiver request) is
required for all re-registrants 
14 years and older.

All re-registrants seeking
employment authorization
through July 22, 2014, must
submit the Form I-765 fee (or
a fee-waiver request). Re-reg-
istrants who do not want

employment authorization are
not required to submit the I-
765 fee, but must still submit a
completed Form I-765.

Failure to submit the
required filing fees or a prop-
erly documented fee-waiver
request will result in the rejec-
tion of the re-registration
application.

More information can be
found by visiting the USCIS
website at www.uscis.gov/tps
or by calling the USCIS

U.S. deports 6,500 Caribbean
immigrants in 2012 ~ ICE

NEW YORK - The Swedish-
born ex-girlfriend of Jamaican
dancehall superstar Sean Paul
has filed a multi-million dollar
lawsuit against him claiming
he forced her out of Jamaica
to terminate their relation-
ship.

According to the 126-page
lawsuit filed in Manhattan,
New York civil court, Susanne
Persson says she wants $80
million in damages from Sean
Paul, his road manager Steve
Wilson and his label Atlantic
Records.

Persson claims she was a
“jet set slave” for Sean Paul,
threatening to tell the truth
about his alleged “lies” and
other matters. She is claiming
that the international singer
“emotionally tortured” her
during a love affair that began
in early 2010.

DAMAGE
Persson alleges in the 

lawsuit that Sean Paul bribed
Jamaica police in June to
throw her out of the
Caribbean island in the hope
she would kill herself. As a
result, she claims that she suf-
fered emotional damage and
tried several times to kill her-
self.

Persson also claims she

was penniless when Jamaican
police put her on a plane with-
out consulting the Swedish
consulate.

“(Sean Paul) fears me the
way I fear spiders,” she says in
her lawsuit, which includes a
receipt for her flight on June
24, 2010, from Jamaica to
Stockholm.

The documents show the
$1,200 flight was in her name
and paid for by Headline
Entertainment, Sean Paul’s
Kingston-based management
company.

Earlier this month 
Sean Paul’s spokesman told
reporters here that the dance-
hall star has no comment on
the pending litigation.

- Edited from CMC.
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Sean Paul’s ex-girlfriend claims
‘torture’, sues dancehall superstar 

U.S. extends Temporary Protected Status
registration deadline for Haitians to Jan. 29

NEW YORK, New York - A
whopping 191 Caribbean
nationals have made the
“Most Wanted List” put out
by INTERPOL globally, News
Americas has found.

The Dominican Republic
topped the list with 120 crimi-
nals on the lam, with most
wanted for homicide or what is
delicately defined by INTER-
POL as life and health crimes.

Cuba was second with 19
criminals, most wanted for
fraud and money laundering,
while The Bahamas and
Guyana tied for third, each
with 12.

Among the Caribbean
fugitives are three women –
Eunice Sarahann Maurice,
Nicole Russell and Youlenda
Thompson Nelson, who are
wanted for fraud and crimes
involving the use of weapons
and explosives. Maurice and
Thompson Nelson are wanted
by The Bahamas government
while Russell is wanted in the
United States.

Guyana 12 are mostly
wanted by the U.S. for life
and health crimes. However,
George Andrew Hercules is
wanted for sex crimes against
children, while Gregory

Alistair Ewan Barnes is want-
ed for fraud and Adnan El
Shukrijumah for terrorism.

MORE WOMEN
Eleven Haitians are on

the list, includ-
ing two
women.
Guirlande
Baptistin, a 22-
year-old
woman, is
wanted in
Brazil for peo-
ple smuggling,
trafficking and
illegal immigration, while Jean
Claude Jeanne Kenia, 28, is
wanted for drug-related
crimes in Argentina.

Jamaica made the list with
nine criminals, including Ena
McNeish, a 60-year-old
woman wanted for life and
health and drug-related crimes
in New York.

Belize made the list with
three, including Jermaine
Delroy, wanted for thefts and
crimes involving the use of
weapons and explosives; Raul
Barahona, wanted for kidnap-
ping and thefts; and Michael
Joseph Silva, wanted for life
and health crimes.

Antigua and Barbuda,
Grenada, St. Kitts, St. Lucia,
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines had one each.
David Joseph, a 43-year-old
born in St. John’s, Antigua, is
wanted by the U.S. for drug-
related crimes and fraud,
while Toobooi Williams, 27, is
wanted in Grenada for life
and health crimes.

Alexander Rodionov, who
has a St. Kitts passport but
was born in Russia, is wanted
for fraud in Canada, while
Tyson Joseph of St. Lucia is
also wanted by Canadian
authorities for life and health
crimes as well as thefts.

Cecil Gregory Boatswain,
43, of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, is wanted by the
U.S. government for drug-
related crimes as well as
organized crime.

INTERPOL is the world’s
largest international police
organization, with 190 mem-
ber countries. Its “role is to
enable police around the
world to work together to
make the world a safer place”.

- Edited from News
Americas.
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Caribbean nationals among INTERPOL’s
‘most wanted’ list globally
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NEW YORK - To mark a 
new phase in a renewed
appreciation of Nevisian-born
Alexander Hamilton, on
Jan.11 a first ever live broad-
cast will take place between
Hamilton’s birthplace in
Charlestown, Nevis and the
Museum of American Finance
where Hamilton founded the
Bank of New York.

The location for the event,
48 Wall Street in New York
City, is just yards away from
the first United States capital,
where Hamilton was made 
the first U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury in Sept. 11, 1789.

This month’s historic
event will take place simulta-
neously at the N.Y. museum
and at the Hamilton Museum
in Charlestown. St. Kitts and
Nevis Prime Minister Dr.
Denzel Douglas, and Nevis
Premier Joseph Parry, have
been officially invited to lead
the celebration. N.Y. City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and other officials, plus
prominent Caribbean and
business leaders, have been
invited to the Museum of

American Finance.

APPRECIATION
“This celebration…will be

valuable to our efforts to
broaden appreciation for and
interest in Nevis and all of St.
Kitts and Nevis,” said Evelyn
Henville, executive director of
the Alexander Hamilton
Museum in Nevis.

“Alexander Hamilton For
the 21st Century” is the theme
organizers are using to mark
the historic date.

Hamilton was born Jan.
11, 1757, in Nevis. In 1777, he
became General George
Washington’s assistant. In
1788, he convinced New
Yorkers to agree to ratify the
U.S Constitution. He then
served as the nation’s first sec-
retary of the treasury.

Hamilton stepped down
as secretary of the treasury in
1795. On July 12, 1804, in
New York City, he died from a
gunshot wound sustained dur-
ing a duel with Aaron Burr.

- Edited from News Americas.
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National Customer Service
Center toll-free at 1-800-375-
5283. TPS forms are available
free of charge through
www.uscis.gov/forms and the
toll-free USCIS Forms line at
1-800-870-3676.

HELP
“Nearly three years after

the earthquake, the situation in
Haiti has not improved. Tent
camps and the cholera epidem-
ic continue to linger as threats
to the recovery efforts of this

island nation,” said Clarke.
“The 11th Congressional

district includes the second
largest population of Haitian
immigrants in the country, and
TPS has enabled this commu-
nity to secure employment in
order to support themselves in
the U.S. and their families in
Haiti. It is imperative that we
continue to provide the
resources necessary to help
Haiti rebuild.”

After the recent devasta-
tion caused by Hurricane
Sandy in New York and the
surrounding region, several

members of Congress signed
on to a letter urging for the
extension of the deadline,
which was previously Nov. 30,
2012. 

Approximately 60,000
Haitian nationals (and people
having no nationality who last
habitually resided in Haiti)
are eligible for TPS re-regis-
tration. TPS is not available to
Haitian nationals who entered
the U.S. after Jan. 12, 2011. 

- Edited from News Americas.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
United States House of
Representatives Ethics
Committee has found that a
New York congressman’s fail-
ure to disclose a $40,000
“loan” from an indicted
prominent Guyanese busi-
nessman was “inadvertent”.

The Ethics Committee
also declined to rule on
whether the
loan to
Congressman
Gregory
Meeks from
Ed Ahmad
was really a
gift.

In its
report, the
committee
quoted Steven Kartagener, a
lawyer for Ahmad, as saying
there was “no fixed interest
rate” and no written docu-
ment of the loan’s terms.

“I am pleased with the
Ethics Committee’s decision,
and I am glad that this matter
is now closed,” said Meeks,
who represents Queens, New
York in the U.S. Congress.

‘MISPLACED’
He told the committee he

had documents spelling out
the loan’s terms, admitting
that he had “misplaced” them.

The U.S. House of
Representatives rules indicate
that a member can take a loan

from a friend if it’s on reason-
able terms with a written
repayment schedule and a
reasonable interest rate. The
Ethics Committee said Meeks
neglected to mention the
$40,000 from Ahmad on his
financial disclosure forms until
2010. The disclosure came
only a few weeks after the
FBI began questioning
Ahmad about what he called
a loan. That investigation is
ongoing.

Meeks was also expected
to consult the House and pro-
vide proof that the loan was
on “reasonable terms” before
accepting this money. But he
did not do so,
officials said.

The com-
mittee noted
that “the
record is less
clear” on
whether the
loan was really
an impermissi-
ble secret gift
to the congressman. It declined
to investigate further because
Ahmad couldn’t prove that the
undocumented loan wasn’t a
loan.

Late last year, the U.S.
Justice Department asked 
the committee to refrain from
contacting Ahmad.

GUILTY
In October, Ahmad

pleaded guilty to a $50 million
mortgage-fraud scheme. He
faces up to 30 years in prison
when he’s sentenced for the
mortgage scam that enabled
unqualified homebuyers to get
loans.

U.. federal sentencing
guidelines, however, suggest a
prison term in the range of 10
to 12 and a half years.

According to the plea
agreement, Ahmad also must
pay about $14 million in resti-
tution and forfeit $500,000.

“I knew what I was doing
was illegal,” Ahmad, 45, told a
Brooklyn, New York federal-
court plea hearing.

He admitted to operating
the huge mortgage scheme
that spanned from 1995 until
2009 and pleaded guilty to a
single count of wire fraud in
furtherance of bank fraud.

As part of that scam,
Ahmad admitted that he
helped obtain mortgages for
home buyers who didn’t meet
credit standards required by
the lending banks, falsified
loan documents and enlisted
“straw buyers” who helped
conceal the actual buyers of
the homes.

Ahmad remains free on
$2.5 million bail pending sen-
tencing in his mortgage case.

- Edited from CMC. 
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U.S. extends Temporary Protected Status registration deadline for Haitians to Jan. 29

U.S. congressman fails to reveal loan
from indicted Guyanese businessman

N.Y. tribute to Nevisian-born
Alexander Hamilton on Jan. 11
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GEORGE TOWN, Cayman
Islands - Julia O’Connor-
Connolly is the new premier of
the Cayman Islands following
last month’s no-confidence vote
in Premier McKeeva Bush.

Governor Duncan Taylor
announced that former Deputy

Premier O’Connor-Connolly,
who was deputy premier under
Bush, is backed by a majority
of lawmakers and he is satisfied
she can form a “stable, func-
tioning government.”

O’Connor-Connolly will
have as her deputy Rolston
Anglin, while Mark Scotland,
Cline Glidden and Dwayne
Seymour will make up the rest
of the Cabinet.

O’Connor-Connolly was
House speaker from 2001 to
2003 and has represented the
islands of Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman in the
Legislative Assembly since
1996.

Her elevation to the 
post of premier followed last
month’s arrest of Bush on sus-
picion of fraud allegations.

Governor Duncan had two
choices following the lack of
confidence in government vote
– he could decide to let the five
remaining members of the
United Democratic Party 
caucus continue as a govern-
ment or call an early election.
Opposition Leader Alden
McLaughlin promised that his

People’s Progressive Movement
will attend any sitting from now
until the May national vote in
order for there to be quorum.
However, any business in the
House would have to be con-
sidered on a case by case basis. 

- Edited from CMC. 
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DAWN A. DAVIS

Caribbean Americans are
breathing a sigh of relief
as they say goodbye to

2012, a year marked in the
United States by stubborn
recession, job losses, foreclo-
sures, mass tragedies and cata-
strophic end-of-the-world pre-
dictions.

However, there seems to
be a renewed sense of hope in
the community as the new
year rolls in.

Guyanese-born Miami res-
ident Wayne McHugh is bet-
ting on President Barack
Obama, who was re-elected for
a second term last November,
to carry the U.S. forward.

“I have the confidence
that our president will begin,
and possibly, complete most 
of the promises he made,”
explained McHugh. “He will
work to turn around the econ-
omy and make it his priority.”

McHugh brushed aside
the impasse between the two
main U.S. political parties –
Democrat and Republican - as
a stumbling block toward
progress.

“With or without co-oper-
ation from the other side
(President Obama) will make
it because he is the president
and regardless of what they do
he can push his way through
now,” he said. “Obama doesn’t
have to be afraid of anybody
now because he is on his way
out, so he can do as he pleas-
es.”

HICCUPS
South Florida-based

activist David McNeil, a
Caribbean native, also predicts
economic growth in the U.S.,
but warns of “hiccups”.

“2013 will be better for
many people as the economy
continues its slow growth
upwards,” he explained.

“More jobs will become
available. But no one should
expect a quick turnaround and
incomes will continue to be
depressed since the job market
is still in the employers’ favor.

“The fallout on jobs,
income and the housing mar-
ket will take some time to rec-
tify itself. 2013 will just be a
start,” added McNeil.

“The United States how-
ever, will remain in a relatively

unstable position, in that it
won’t take much to create a
push back. The world econo-
my is still mercurial and there
is always the probability of
unseen financial hiccups which
will affect everyone.

“However, the president
will have a much freer hand
and as such, I see solid
chances for another stimulus,
gains for gay marriage, health
care and some immigration
reform. The decriminalization
of marijuana will not move

forward very quickly and
might even retreat. There will
be token or no change on gun
reform and little or no great
leap in reforming the financial
sector. The president might
very well get the opportunity
to replace one (U.S.)
Supreme Court justice and
that will prove big for many
of the reforms he intends.”

GROWTH
Jamaican-born Broward

County Commissioner Dale

Holness also sees growth
down the pike, but places
responsibility squarely on
America’s political leaders.

“I expect that communi-
ties will start working more
closely together to bring about
betterment for all the people,
and my expectation is that
elected officials will lead the
way, not just in Washington
but locally,” Holness said.

“In fact, locally we are
much more united across party
lines than we are at the nation-
al level. The party serves a
purpose in terms of ideology,
but when one gets elected
then comes time for gover-
nance.

“On a local level we will
grow the economy. We will
expand trade, which is a major
focus for us. We will expand
tourism and will make all
these areas bring results to
those parts of the community
that is in need of jobs and
empowerment.”

Maxine Tulloch, execu-
tive producer and host of the
Maxine Tulloch Show, is look-
ing toward a renewed 2013

No-confidence vote ousts Cayman Islands premier

HOPE FOR CHANGE: Caribbean Americans look to fresh start in 2013 U.S.
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marked by more jobs for the
community, and from a per-
sonal perspective, an expand-
ed show.

“My hope is that the econ-
omy turns around, there will
be more jobs and more oppor-
tunities for small businesses,”

said Tulloch.
“I also hope to see a

renewed real estate market
with increased opportunities
for home ownership and bet-
ter options for mortgage refi-
nancing and school loan
repayments.”

South Florida resident

Orville Ennis, a Pan Africanist
originally from Jamaica, said
people of African descent
must look to the new year
from an Africa-centered view.

“I am always hopeful that
we will move closer to Maat,
the ancient Egyptian concept
of truth, justice, balance, and
employ the seven principles of
Kwanzaa,” he said.

“If we can do that then
we will change everything. I
also hope that African people
wake up to the reality that we
have within our hands the
power to change our exis-
tence.”

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

HAMILTON, Bermuda -
Businessman Craig Cannonier
was sworn in as Bermuda’s new
premier last month, less than 24
hours after leading the One
Bermuda Alliance (OBA) to a
dramatic 19 to 17 general elec-
tion victory over the ruling
Progressive Labour Party (PLP).

Cannonier was sworn in by
Governor George Fergusson as
the island’s 12th premier since
the introduction of party poli-
tics here 44 years ago. He
unveiled his new cabinet later in
the month.

“I am both humbled and
excited, excited for my country
and our people,” Cannonier
said. “The election expressed
their desire for a fresh start, for
change toward a new future
together, a future that embraces
everyone, and overlooks no one.
This is the future we can all
believe in. 

“We are going to use this
election to bring about two big
changes to Bermuda. First, we

are going to get this economy
working again for people. There
is no more important task right
now than to grow jobs to end
the hardships felt by thousands
of families. And second, we are
going to bring people together,”
he added.

CASUALTIES
The PLP was aiming for a

fourth term in office after run-
ning the country for 14 years,
but lost seven of the 24 seats it
held going into the elections.

Among the PLP casualties were
Premier and Finance Minister
Paula Cox and Education
Minister Dame Jennifer Smith,
who led the PLP to its historic
victory over the United
Bermuda Party (UBP) in 1998.

The OBA won an addition-
al nine seats to go with the 10 it
already had after it was formed
19 months ago when most mem-
bers of the UBP, who quit the
party, merged with the short-
lived Bermuda Democratic
Alliance (BDA). Cannonier led
the BDA, which had no seats in
the House of Assembly, and
became official Opposition
leader a year ago after winning
a by-election in Devonshire
South Central, a seat he easily
retained last month.

The OBA has pledged to
reduce high unemployment and
it also faces the tough task of
dealing with a national debt,
which has ballooned to $1.4 bil-
lion, and continuing gang vio-
lence across the island.

‘COME BACK’
Cannonier has promised to

extend the absentee ballot “to
our students abroad, making
this the last election they are
denied a voice in the decisions
of this country.

“And to the many
Bermudians living abroad, who
left for a job or who fled intol-
erance, I want to send a simple
message: ‘Come back to us’.

“Come back to build the
better Bermuda we know we

can build. Your country needs
you. Your country needs all
your skills, and all your dreams,
right here at home, where they
can flower best.”

Earlier Cox, who had been
premier for two years since
replacing Dr. Ewart Brown in
2010, resigned as the leader of
the PLP. Derrick Burgess is the
PLP’s interim leader. He was
only a backbencher going into
the election after resigning as
transport minister in June fol-
lowing a heated confrontation
with a Cabinet colleague in the
House of Assembly.

Cox received a stinging
defeat at the polls, losing her seat
to the OBA’s Glen Smith in
Devonshire North West by 93
votes. She had held it for 16 years.

Cannonier’s rise to the top of
Bermuda’s politics, page 20.

- Edited from CMC.
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HOPE FOR CHANGE: Caribbean Americans look to fresh start in 2013

TEXAS - The United States
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s (ICE) agency
says a Trinidad and Tobago
national has been sentenced to
more than 12 years in a U.S.
federal prison for receiving and
possessing child pornography.

ICE said that the charges
against Garvin Cadogan, 45,
who has lived here under an
assumed identity, had also
been investigated by the
Department of Homeland
Security Investigations (HSI).

Cadogan was sentenced to
151 months in a U.S. federal
prison for receiving child
pornography, 120 months on
two counts of possessing child
pornography, and 36 months
for his false claim to U.S. citi-
zenship. The sentences will run
concurrently.

On Feb. 23, ICE said HSI
special agents executed a
search warrant at Cadogan’s
east El Paso apartment. While
executing the warrant, the spe-
cial agents discovered that one
of his computers was down-
loading and sharing multiple
files via a peer-to-peer network,
which depicted minors being
sexually exploited.

ICE said special agents
arrested him and seized his
home computer. A forensics
analysis of Cadogan’s seized
computer revealed the presence
of more than 200 child pornog-
raphy videos, the agency said.

GUILTY
Cadogan pleaded guilty to

the charges Oct. 19. He also
pleaded guilty to falsely claim-
ing to be a U.S. citizen at the

time of his arrest. Cadogan is a
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago,
“who assumed the identity of a
Pennsylvania resident.

“Cadogan used this stolen
identity to work in El Paso.
Furthermore, he used the iden-
tity to secure a valid driver’s
license, an apartment and to
meet his basic necessities,” ICE
said, adding that a Pennsylvania
resident, who is a disabled eld-
erly man who received Social
Security benefits, had those
benefits terminated because
Cadogan used his identity for
employment purposes.

“Due to the loss of bene-
fits, the victim almost lost his
house and had to rely on his
family for food and basic
needs.”

Æ

T&T national gets 12 years in U.S. prison
for child pornography, using false identity

BALLOT CALL: Bermuda elects businessman new premier
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McKeeva Bush, the 57-
year old leader of the
United Democratic

Party (UDP) and serving his
seventh term in the
Legislative Assembly in the
Cayman Islands, became the
first head of government in
modern Caribbean history to
be detained by police on sus-
picion of theft in connection
with financial irregularities
relating to the alleged misuse
of a government credit card,
breach of trust, abuse of office
and allegedly importing explo-
sive substances without valid
permits on or before Feb.
2012.

Following his detention,
the embattled Bush saw his
first five-year term as premier
come crashing down in mid-
December after legislators,
including members of his own
government, voted in favor of
a “no confidence” motion
against his administration.

EXIT
But Bush was not the only

Caribbean head of govern-
ment shown the exit sign in
2012. After leading his Free
National Movement (FNM)
into defeat in the general 
elections in March, Hubert
Ingraham bowed out of poli-
tics in The Bahamas. The win-
ner was the Progressive
Liberal Party (PLP), headed
by Perry Christie, who previ-
ously served as prime minister
from 2002 to 2007.

The 18-month-old One
Bermuda Alliance (OBA), 
led by businessman Craig
Cannonier, prevented the
Progressive Labour Party
from extending its 14-year
rule.

In Belize, Prime Minister
Dean Barrow dodged the 
bullet when his United
Democratic Party (UDP) won

the Mar. 7 general elections by
one seat despite losing eight
seats to the Opposition
People’s United Party (PUP).

SURVIVAL
In Guyana, President

Donald Ramotar went to the
courts in a bid to overturn
decisions initiated by the
Opposition
and has also
called on the
international
community to
monitor and
“consider
statements and
postures it
may wish to
make in sup-
port of the
protection of parliamentary
democracy and the legitimacy
of the democratically elected
government in Guyana.”

In Grenada, Prime
Minister Tillman Thomas got
Governor General Sir Carlyle
Glean to prorogue Parliament
in the face of a second vote of
no confidence in 2012. The
first, filed in April, had been
brought by the main
Opposition New National
Party (NNP) of Dr. Keith
Mitchell. The second in
September was brought by
Thomas’s former Foreign
Affairs Minister Karl Hood.

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas
said he was not perturbed at a
motion of no confidence filed
against him and his govern-
ment by Opposition Leader
Mark Brantley. Brantley
wrote to the Speaker Curtis
Martin urging that a date 
be set for the debate.

The court kept
Dominica’s Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit in power
even as the main Opposition
United Workers Party (UWP)
kept up a relentless legal bat-

tle in 2012 to have him
removed. The Opposition
politicians have been challeng-
ing the nomination of the two
government ministers who
won their seats in the 2009
general elections.

COURT FIGHT
Former Turks and Caicos

Islands Premier Michael
Misick was arrested at the
Santos Dumont Airport in
Rio de Janeiro by Brazilian
Federal Police. INTERPOL
had issued an international
warrant for Misick, who also
found himself the subject of a
warrant issued by the
Brazilian
Supreme
Court.

His arrest
was sought in
relation to an
ongoing inves-
tigation by
Turks and
Caicos Islands
authorities
into issues
uncovered during the Sir
Robin Auld’s 2008-09 commis-
sion of inquiry regarding
alleged corruption and malad-
ministration.

Trinidad and Tobago

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar faced a sticky issue
during 2012. Her four-party
coalition People’s Partnership
government found it virtually
impossible to
“move on”
past public
criticism, led
by the main
Opposition
People’s
National
Movement
(PNM), civil
society and
non-govern-
mental organizations, that the
decision to proclaim early,
Section 34 of the
Administration of Justice
(Indictable Proceedings) Act,
was to ensure the freedom of
two government financiers.
The two are facing fraud and
laundering charges relating to
the re-development of the
Piarco International Airport
in 2001 and are also wanted in
the United States on related
charges.

For the first time in its 66-
year history, the main
Opposition Antigua Labour
Party (ALP) does not have a
Bird at its helm. Gaston
Browne defeated former

Prime Minister and
Opposition Leader Lester
Bird by a 213-180 margin.

CRISIS
The Caribbean continued

to feel the impact of the ongo-
ing global and economic crisis
in 2012.

Jamaica had hoped to
sign a new stand-by agree-
ment with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) by
year-end. It didn’t.

Belize feared a bit better,
with the government indicat-
ing in December it had
reached an agreement with its
creditors on restructuring the
country’s $544 million foreign
debt, also known as the super
bond.

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Prime Minister
Dr. Ralph Gonsalves said
despite the slow recovery of
the international economy, his
administration was making
efforts to ensure that “we
have as much enterprise in the
economic system to hasten the
growth.”

In St. Lucia, the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Dr.
Kenny Anthony launched a

Political upheavals, struggling economies mark Caribbean in 2012
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West Indies re-scaled the
pinnacle of world crick-
et for the first time in

eight years while sprint superstar
Usain Bolt laid claim to legend
status to headline a remarkable
year in Caribbean sport in 2012.

The mercurial regional
cricket side captured the
Twenty20 World Cup in Sri
Lanka by beating the host in a
pulsating final, registering its first
world title since it dramatically
won the 2004 ICC Champions
Trophy in England, and adding
to the back-to-back 50-over
World Cup triumphs of the
1970s.

Bolt, meanwhile, dominated
the London Olympics, winning
both the 100 and 200 meters to
become the first athlete to suc-
cessfully defend the titles at an
Olympiad. His heroics earned
him a second straight IAAF
World Athlete-of-the-Year
honor, and fourth overall.

Bolt saved his best for the
night of Aug. 5, storming to a
new Olympic record of 9.63 sec-
onds to beat countryman Yohan
Blake into second place. Four
days later, Bolt clinched the 200
meters in a world-leading and
season-best 19.32 seconds. Blake
again finished second, with 
fellow Jamaican Warren Weir
third. Previously, eight men had
achieved the Olympic sprint dou-
ble, but none had successfully

defended the titles.

SWEEP
Bolt covered himself in even

more glory with his third gold
medal, anchoring Jamaica’s
sprint relay team, which also
included Nesta Carter, Michael
Frater and Blake, to a new world
record of 36.84 seconds. The per-
formance marked the first time
in history a
team had
dipped below
37 seconds.

Trinidad
and Tobago’s
team of Keston
Bledman, Marc
Burns,
Emmanuel
Callender and
Richard
Thompson picked up bronze
behind the United States. T&T
teenager Keshorn Walcott
stunned the world by winning
gold in the javelin with a throw
of 84.58 meters. It was only the
country’s second Olympic gold
medal after Hasely Crawford
won the 100 meters at the 1976
Montreal Olympics.

Lalonde Gordon snatched
bronze in the men’s 400 meters
and then joined the team of
Jarrin Solomon, Ade Alleyne-
Forte and Deon Lendore to also
hand T&T bronze in the distance
relay.

A distinct Caribbean flavor
was left all over the 400 meters
as world champion Kirani 
James delivered Grenada’s first
Olympic medal when he easily

won the full lap event. The 19-
year-old James clocked 43.94 sec-
onds to become the first non-
American in the history of the
event to break the 44-second
barrier.

DISAPPOINTMENT
There was some disappoint-

ment on the women’s side, howev-
er, as only Jamaican Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce could find the top of
the podium. The 25-year-old
clocked 10.75 seconds to success-
fully defend her 100 meters title
and come away with the only gold
medal for Caribbean women. In
the process, she became the first
non-American and first woman in
16 years to defend an Olympic
100 meters title.

Fraser-Pryce returned later
to win silver in
the 200 meters
and also with
Jamaica’s sprint
relay team of
Sherone
Simpson,
Veronica
Campbell-
Brown and
Kerron Stewart
in a new nation-
al record of 41.41 seconds, as the
Americans took gold.

A sour note was struck
before the Olympics got under-
way properly when veteran St.
Kitts and Nevis sprinter Kim
Collins and fellow national
sprinter Tameka Williams were
both expelled by their delega-
tion. Collins was disciplined for
breaking team rules. Williams

was sent home after admitting 
to using a banned substance.

At July’s World Junior
Championships in Spain,
Caribbean athletes represented
the region with
distinction to
grab 16 medals.
Jamaica again
dominated the
CARIFTA
Games with 78
medals.

West Indies
women were
good enough to
reach the semi-
final of the Twenty20 World
Cup, the Young West Indies
cricket team finished sixth at the
ICC Under-19 World Cup.

Playing unbeaten through-
out the tournament, Jamaica
claimed an unprecedented fifth
straight regional cricket title by
defeating Barbados in April. The
triumph compensated for
Jamaica’s disappointment in the
Caribbean Twenty20 in January
when the team reached the final
before going down to T&T.

Jamaica also carried the
inaugural Women’s Twenty20
Championship, beating T&T by
16 runs in the August final.
In soccer, Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz
experienced mixed fortunes,
doing well in October to reach
the final round of CONCACAF
2014 World Cup qualifiers, the
only Caribbean team to do so,
but later suffering the indignity
of being knocked out of the
Caribbean Cup in the first round.
Cuba, meanwhile, lifted its first

ever Caribbean title, beating
T&T in the final.

Jamaican jockey Rajiv
Maragh and his Barbadian
counterpart Patrick Husbands
kept the Caribbean visible in
horseracing internationally, with
big wins in North America.
Maragh scored twice in the
prestigious U.S. Breeders Cup
in the U.S., Husbands captured
the Prince of Wales Stakes in
Canada and the Darley
Alcibiades Stakes in the U.S.

The Bahamas toppled T&T
as Caribbean
volleyball kings,
while
Guadeloupe
won the
CARIFTA
Swimming
Championships, 

Regional
netball power-
house Jamaica
maintained its stranglehold by
winning the Americas
Federation of Netball
Associations Championship in
July.

- Edited from CMC.
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multi-million dollar stimulus
package in a bid to turn
around a sluggish economy.

Dr. Douglas, despite
Opposition criticism, main-
tained that the controversial
Land for Debt Swap involving
1, 200 acres of state land in St.
Kitts and Nevis would help
ease the EC$900 million (one
EC dollar = US$0.37 cents)
owed to the National Bank.

The countries of the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS)
faced financial problems in
2012, with Antigua and
Barbuda and Grenada, for
example, finding it difficult to
meet the monthly salaries to
their public workers.

The U.S.-based rating
agencies, Standards & Poor’s
(S&P) and Moody’s, down-
graded several Caribbean
countries, including Barbados
and The Bahamas, during 2012.

While the Caribbean was
spared the widespread devas-
tation of hurricanes in the
past, in 2012 Hurricane Sandy
and Tropical Storm Isaac
brought death and destruction
to Haiti, Jamaica and several
other regional countries.

- Edited from CMC.
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Dear Mr. President,

Despite what some may
claim, there is no fix-
ing of the United

States economy before immi-
gration reform, for at the end
of the day – immigration and
economics go hand in hand.

The
Bush Center
in Dallas,
Texas got
into the fray
of this dis-
course last
month with
former U.S.
President
George W.
Bush, mak-
ing a rare
appearance
in front of the media to talk
about an issue that was near
and dear to his heart during
his eight years in office.
Immigration and economic
growth were combined with
the session choosing to look
at the role immigrants contin-
ue to play in the U.S. econo-
my, as well as their contribu-
tions to business growth.

As the center importantly
recognized, “unfortunately,
the national discussion of
immigration often overlooks
these economic facts.” To
reiterate the facts, a booklet
titled “Growth and
Immigration: A Handbook 
of Vital Immigration and
Economic Growth Statistics”,
by Matthew Denhart, was
released by the center.

The discourse comes at a
time when both sides are
heeding your call for immi-
gration reform.

SELLING POINT
But while the argument

has been more of a humani-
tarian one, the Bush Center
booklet, like so many other
studies, argues that the eco-
nomics of this issue has to 
be the selling point.

For instance, did you
know that immigrants
account for 13 percent of the
entire U.S. population yet
account for 15.9 percent of
the U.S. labor force? Or that
in 2006 alone, non-citizen
immigrants applied for almost
a quarter of all U.S. interna-
tional patent applications?

There can be no surprise
in the fact that Denhart
found that immigrants are
more likely than natives to
create their own jobs, and
that the number of immigrant
small business owners
expanded by 539,000 during
the past two decades.

Between 1995 and 2005,
more than half of all major

engineering and technology
firms founded in Silicon
Valley had an immigrant as a
key founder, while more than
40 percent of all companies
on the 2010 “Fortune 500”
list were founded by an immi-
grant or the child of an immi-
grant.

IDEAS
But here’s another inter-

esting fact from Growth and
Immigration – “Immigrant
college graduates are granted
more patents on average than
similarly educated native-
born Americans” and immi-
grants are good at bringing
their ideas to the marketplace
and sharing new ideas by
publishing scholarly works.

Yet the biggest selling
point of all is the fact that
economist Richard Vedder
estimates that if the U.S. had
adopted a pro-growth immi-
gration policy framework in
the 1960s, real GDP growth
would have averaged approx-
imately 3.1 percent in those
years. This means that U.S.
GDP would have been
approximately $2 trillion
greater in 2011 than was actu-
ally the case.

The booklet also noted
that although immigration
reform alone does not take
the economy to four percent
growth, immigration reform
in earlier decades could have
closed the gap by more than a
quarter between actual GDP
growth and our goal of real
GDP growth of four percent
on an annual basis.
Combined with other pro-
growth policies, immigration
reform is a key component to
achieving strong and lasting
economic growth, states
Denhart.

So what are we waiting
for?

Let’s show the so called
fiscally prudent Republicans
the economic facts of immi-
gration reform and let’s make
it the new year gift immi-
grants can believe in come
early 2013. President Bush
said it best last month: “Not
only do immigrants help build
our economy, they invigorate
our soul.”

Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications. The above
is one in a series of ‘letters’
she has addressed to United
States President Barack
Obama.

Æ

The subject
of our boys
and young

men in society
who have been
marginalized, left
out in the cold,
shown up by
their female
counterparts, not
doing well in
school, disenfran-
chised, spoilt, has
been explored.

We’ve heard
it all about our
boys and what
should be done
to help them,
socially, academi-
cally and emo-
tionally.

Somehow
though, I don’t
think enough has
been said about
the state of many
of our girls. Long
gone are the days
of pretty maids all in a row
and of what little girls are
made of - sugar and spice and
everything nice. 

Well, happily, most still
are, but there are some little
terrors in our midst, pretty lit-
tle cherubs with eyes of inno-
cence, hearts of Sirens, lips of
seduction and skin of velvet,
who can teach adults a thing
or two about life.

Historically, many young
girls don’t like to deal with
boys their age, as they find
them a tad immature. But
heavens to Betsy, young Betsy
has taken it to a new level,
and not a high one either.

I’m talking about guilty
girls.

Maybe you’ve seen 
the ads or the shows on
T.V.…Girls Gone Wild, and
others. The things that those
pretty young women do would
make a madam in a house of
pleasure stand up and take
note. And yet, they all come
from so-called decent homes,
were sent to college by their
parents to get an education.

ANGELS?
Oh, if only mummy and

daddy could see what antics
their precious little angels
were up to. That’s another
thing, many of those girls are
such angels on the outside,
but banshees on the inside. So
you can’t tell by looking.

“What a way little Arlene
look sweet and innocent, pretty
little face and so quiet too,
such a nice girl.”

Ha, nice girl indeed, as
she has had more men than a
cathouse in Texas.

I saw this movie that fea-
tured a pretty little girl from
the Mid-East who now lives in
the United States with her
strict father. She was barely 13

years old and
was the epit-
ome of inno-
cence, yet
somehow she
started carry-
ing on with a
married man
next door
who was
about the
same age as
her father. Of
course he was wrong, and
rightly arrested for his mis-
deeds. But the flip side of the
story, the untold truth, was
that the young girl was com-
plicit, was not forced, and
encouraged the man also.

Remember how weak
men are. Okay, so she’s a child

and he an adult who should
not have taken advantage of
her youthful innocence, and, I
reiterate, he was tried for his
actions.

TEMPTRESS
But let’s face it, some of

those young girls are
temptresses, innocent looking
Lolitas that lure men to their
doom. And we all know how
morally strong most men
are…riiiight.

I said most and not some,
as you’d be surprised at the
amount of men who indulge in
that activity. Others would, if
they could do it and get away
with it, but conscience and a

U.S. immigration 
reform now

Guilty girls and the web they weave
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stiff jail sentence doth make
cowards of many.

Still, others throw caution
to the wind and get caught.
When big men take up with
these girls and it makes the

news, people seem
shocked. The ques-
tion is, where are
the parents, are
they aware of the
girls’ activity, and
also, are those little
angels forced
against their will,
and is it their first
time? 

NEWS
Girls homes

are always in the
news, for one reason
or the other, usually
when the girls get
out of control.
There are also cases
where girls have
escaped, bringing
those institutions
into public view. But
what is also sad is
the state of many of
those girls who live
in those homes.
Some of those girls
would make bad
men flee.

One officer
stated that some of
those girls are from
stable two parent
homes, but are so
uncontrollable that
the parents simply
had to send them
away. While there,
some try to escape,
at times successfully.

Many people
will say, “Oh,
they’re only chil-
dren, I’m sure a lit-
tle talking to and
affection will bring

them back on track.” Children
yes, in age only, but not in
experience or actions. I dare
you to go and adopt one of
those girls and see what possi-
ble hell is in store for you
when she enters your life.

There have been news
reports of girls attacking sen-
ior police officers who were
counseling them. One girl
dropped some blows on the
police that frightened even big
tough cops in the station.
Then there were others who
were in a urine-splashing fight
over an older man.

HANDFUL
Hey, even the average

teenage girl, given the best of
everything, can be more than
a handful, a challenge, to most
parents. The family life min-
istries and counselors of simi-
lar institutions have their
hands full with these girls in
our society.

The age of consent is 16
years old, and any man caught
having sex with a girl younger
than that will be arrested.
Well, if all the men who
indulged in the pleasures of
youthful flesh were arrested,
our jails would burst at the
seams. Most do not get
caught, yet they speak with
righteous indignation when
others are nabbed.

But for every man looking
for a young girl, there is a
young girl looking for a big
man. These girls are sexually
active from age 12, 13, and
even younger. Many folks
refuse to believe this, but the
statistics are irrefutable.
Thirteen-year-olds are having
babies…for big men.

Fact is indeed stranger
than fiction, and often times
harder to accept. At times you
can’t tell who is predator and
who is prey, as these girls

select their targets, stalk them
like lionesses, then move in
for the kill. The man, when
caught with his pants down
always professes, “But your
honor, I thought she was 18.
She told me she was 18. She
looked 18.” 

Guilty girls have caught
many men, and their guile and
disguise are so perfect, that
even an expert at age detec-
tion cannot tell.

“You mean to tell me that
you are an expert archeologist
who can tell the age of artifacts,
thousands of years old, and
you couldn’t tell the age of that
fourteen year old girl?” 

That’s right, with some of
those girls, you simply cannot
tell, and that’s the sad story.
Some men do not care, saying,
“If I never go there another
man would.”

But others were duped,
fooled, conned by guilty girls.
Check out the news stories of
those lesbian cliques in some
high schools. I even saw this
story where this all-girl gang
was actually leering at and
harassing females as they
passed on the street. When
chided, their response was,
“Well, men have been doing it
for years, so why can’t we?”

Some of these guilty girls
we may see, others have dark
secrets such as abortions,
affairs with your husband,
right under your nose. Your
very own daughter carrying on
with your neighbor or her
teacher.

It’s guilty girls to the max
and it’s scary. What’s even
more scary is that many par-
ents think that their daughters
could never fall into that cate-
gory, and are always innocent,
never guilty.

- seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

FELICIA PERSAUD

For every immigration
fraud scheme that is busted in
the United States, there are
undoubtedly many that go
unnoticed, leaving the immi-
grants who fall prey to
unscrupulous individuals
more vulnerable and subject
to deportation.

Recently, 26 people in
New York City were busted for
allegedly participating in sepa-
rate but overlapping immigra-
tion fraud schemes relating to
the submission of hundreds of
asylum applications on behalf
of Chinese immigrants, which
contained fabricated claims of
persecution. 

Interestingly but not sur-
prisingly, at least 10 New York

City area law firms created and
submitted these fraudulent
applications on behalf of immi-
grant applicants and coached
them on how to lie to immigra-
tion authorities, according to
Preet Bharara, the U.S. attor-
ney for the Southern District
of New York.

Of the 26 defendants
charged, six were attorneys
and 21 worked at the various
law firms, including as transla-
tors and at a church in Queens
where the target was the
Chinese community. There, in
a church of God, this individ-
ual allegedly provided training
in basic Christianity to asylum
applicants and told them to
falsely claim they were perse-
cuted in China for their reli-
gious beliefs. 

FABRICATION
To perpetuate the

schemes, the law firms alleged-
ly made up stories of persecu-
tion that often followed one of
three fact patterns: a) forced
abortions performed pursuant
to China’s family planning poli-
cy; b) persecution based on the
client’s belief in Christianity; or
c) political or ideological per-
secution, typically for member-
ship in China’s Democratic
Party or against followers of
Falun Gong.

There is no denying now
that U.S. immigration officials
will be looking at each of the
hundreds of cases filed and, for
perpetrating fraud, these immi-
grants could now face prosecu-
tion and deportation. New
York Police Department
Commissioner Raymond W.
Kelly s has already said that

“while the NYPD is not inves-
tigating individual applicants
for asylum, detectives will work
with their federal partners to
arrest anyone who exploits the
system at others’ expense and
potentially blocks legitimate
asylum seekers from access to
better lives in the process.”

DOUBLE WHAMMY
It is sadly a double wham-

my for these immigrants whose
only crime in my mind came
from the desperate need to get
out of the shadows and have a
chance at getting legal status in
the U.S. I’m pretty sure the fil-
ings also cost big money too
and these struggling but hard-
working immigrants thought it
was the only way out of the
black hole of illegal immigra-
tion that seems to have no
solution.

It is why comprehensive

immigration reform must
become a reality sooner than
later – reform that helps immi-
grants rather than leaves them
prey to evil and unscrupulous
attorneys and individuals,
whose sole goal is to profit
from the fear and desperation
of undocumented immigrants.

Happy New Year Mr.
President, and I look forward
to an immigration reform bill
before your inauguration, as
promised! 

Felicia Persaud is founder 
of NewsAmericasNow,
CaribPR Wire and Hard
Beat Communications. The
above is an edited version of
one in a series of ‘letters’
written to U.S. President
Barack Obama.

Æ

Guilty girls and the web they weave
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For players in
dancehall/reggae indus-
try, 2012 is a year will

want to forget in a hurry, as
far as sales go.

Figures from the
American sales tracking com-
pany SoundScan show dismal
returns from some of the big
names in Jamaican music.

While singjay Popcaan
had a minor hit in the United

States with “Only Man”, no
album by an artiste out of
Jamaica had any significant
impact in the U.S.

According to SoundScan
statistics, as of Dec. 9, Sean
Paul’s “Tomahawk
Technique” had sold 3,979
copies. The album was
released in the U.S. in
September by VP/Atlantic
Records. It fared better in the
European market.

“Reggae Music Again” by
Busy Signal showed sales of
4,548, while Konshens’s
“Mental Maintenance” had
sold 1,263 copies. Romain
Virgo, another of the much-
touted young reggae acts, also
did badly. His “The System”
had sold 1,490 copies.

ROUGH RIDE
It was also a rough ride

for “Sweet Jamaica” by Mr.

Vegas, which sold 1,963
copies. “One Love, One Life”,
the recently released double
compact disc from Beres
Hammond, had moved 2,198
copies to date.

Jimmy Cliff’s critically
acclaimed “Rebirth” has done
better, with sales of 33,843.

“Rebirth” and
“Tomahawk Technique” have
been nominated for Best
Reggae Album at the 2013
Grammy Awards.

“Out of Many: 50 Years of
Jamaican Music”, a four com-
pact disc set compiled by for-

mer Jamaican Prime Minister
Edward Seaga and released by
VP Records, had sold 2,380
copies since its release in
October.

COMPETITION
American reggae artistes

did better than their Jamaican
counterparts. “Peace of
Mind”, by California band
Rebelution, sold 52,488 copies
heading into Christmas.
Jewish rapper Matisyahu’s
“Spark Seeker” showed a
modest 49,527 in sales.

Like Rebelution, SOJA
out of Virginia has built a
growing fan base in the U.S.
Their “Strength to Survive”
has sales of 38,427.

The low numbers are not
unique to Jamaica. Music
industry insiders say down-
loading songs from the
Internet is one factor con-
tributing to a slump in world-
wide record sales in the last
five years. Before the Internet
boom and emergence of digi-
tal releases, many artistes sold
millions of CDs in the first
week of their release.

Jamaican artistes like
Sean Paul, Shaggy and
Damian Marley figured in that
rush with multi-platinum
albums. Others like Shabba
Ranks, Cobra and Diana King
sold gold (500,000) in the
1990s.

- Edited from an article sub-
mitted by Urban Relations
Marketing Group.

Æ

NEW YORK – Barbadian
star Rihanna is among the
Caribbean nominees for the
55th Annual
Grammy Awards.

Rihanna’s
“Where Have You
Been” was nominat-
ed in the Best Pop
Solo Performance
category, while her
“Talk That Talk”
was nominated for
Best Rap/Sung
Collaboration.

Jimmy Cliff’s
“Rebirth”, Sean
Paul’s “Tomahawk”,
The Original
Wailers’ “Miracle”
and Sly & Robbie &
The Jam Masters’
“New Legend –
Jamaica 50th
Edition”, represent-
ed a Jamaican domi-
nation of the nomination for
Best Reggae Album.

Nominations for the
annual Grammy Awards were
announced last month by The
Recording Academy.

The Black Keys’ Dan

Auerbach, Fun, Jay-Z,
Mumford & Sons, Frank
Ocean, and Kanye West

topped the nominations with
six each. 

The awards ceremony will
be held Feb. 10 at the Staples
Center in Los Angeles,
California. It will be broadcast
live on U.S. television net-

work CBS from 8 p.m. to
11:30 p.m. ET.

Raúl Lara Y Sus Soneros’
“Cubano Soy”, Eddie
Montalvo’s “Desde Nueva
York A Puerto Rico”, Marlow
Rosado Y La Riqueña’s
“Retro” and Romeo Santos’s
“Formula Vol. 1” grabbed the

nominations for Best Tropical
Latin Album.

The nominees for Best
Latin Jazz Album went to

“Flamenco Sketches” by
Chano Domínguez, “¡Ritmo!”
by The Clare Fischer Latin
Jazz Big Band, “Multiverse”
by the Bobby Sanabria Big
Band, “Duos III” by Luciana
Souza and “New Cuban
Express” by Manuel Valera
New Cuban Express.

Ricardo Arjona for
“Independiente,” Fonseca’s
“Ilusión,” the self titled “Kany
Garcia” by Kanye Garcia,
“¿Con Quién Se Queda El
Perro?” by Jesse Y Joy and
the “MTV Unplugged Deluxe
Edition” by Juanes were nom-
inees for The Best Latin Pop
Album while the Best Latin
Rock, Urban or Alternative
Album are “Campo” by
Campo, “Déjenme Llorar” by
Carla Morrison, “Imaginaries”
by Quetzal, “Electro-Jarocho”
by Sistema Bomb, and “La
Bala” by Ana Tijoux.

- Edited from News America

Æ.

SLOW JAM: Jamaican music sales plummet in U.S.

BIG WINNERS: Rihanna leads Caribbean Grammy nominees
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The work of the late, but
highly acclaimed Cuban
American artist Agustín

Fernández will be on display
in the Patricia & Phillip Frost
Art Museum at Florida
International Museum this
month and next.

Fernández, who ranks
among surrealism’s most dis-
cerning interpreters and is
considered one of the masters
of modern Cuban art, died in
2006. This exhibition, done in
collaboration with the Snite
Museum of the University of
Notre Dame, presents draw-
ings from the late 1960s to 
the 1990s that provide an
overview of Fernández’s most
recognizable imagery.

The museum will hold a
wine and cheese reception to
open the exhibition, called
“Form’s Transgressions: The
Drawings of Agustín
Fernández”, from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Jan. 12. It’s free and the
public is invited.

The exhibition will run
through Feb. 17.

“This exhibition marks

our attempt to introduce his
works on paper as key ele-
ments of his impressive career
that have not previously been
explored in depth and help
establish his role, not only in
the arts of Latin America, but
within the mainstream of
international modernism of
the 20th century,” s Dr. Carol
Damian, director of the Frost
Art Museum, said in a recent
press release.

For more information,
visit http://thefrost.fiu.edu or
call 305-348-2890.

Æ

NEW YORK - Guyana’s gold
has been put in the spotlight
for the new History Channel
television series called
“Bamazon”.

The show, shot in the
Amazon jungle of Guyana,
follows eight out-of-work
Alabama construction work-
ers, led by Alabama real

estate mogul Tim Evans, who
risk everything on a long-shot
chance to find gold in the min-
eral rich nation.

The participants have six
weeks to hit it rich in the hunt
for gold in the Amazon, near
the Cuyuni River.

Viewers get the opportu-
nity to see the magnificent

rivers, fauna and majestic yet
intimidating jungle of Guyana
and are given a lesson in min-
ing for gold from a creek bed.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Drawings by Cuban American artist
Agustín Fernández on show at FIU

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
Prime Minister Kamla Persad
Bissessar has said that inter-
national soca star Machel
Montano will have to “pay”
for breaking the law after he
was convicted last month of
five criminal offenses.

“I am very sorry for what
has happened,” said Persad
Bissessar. “I think he is a great
musical icon. We all agree on
that. We are very proud of his
talent, but when you break
the law, you have to pay for
it.”

Montano and Kernel

Roberts, the son of deceased
calypso legend Aldwyn
“Kitchener” Roberts, are
scheduled to re-appear in
court on Jan. 12, for sentenc-
ing. Montano, 36, was accused
of assaulting four people and
using obscene language during
a fracas outside a nightclub in
the capital on April 26, 2007.
Roberts, the composer of sev-
eral of Montano’s hits, was
found guilty on two charges of
assault.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Time to pay, P.M. tells T&T soca star

‘Bamazon’ explores Guyana’s gold hunt

Denroy Morgan, who gar-
nered international fame
with his 1981 Billboard

hit single “I’ll Do Anything For
You”, is now a free man.

The reggae icon, who was
arrested in the Bronx, New

York on Sept. 14, 2011 and
charged with possession of 25
pounds of marijuana, walked
out of the United States District
Court in Manhattan, New York
last month after receiving 90
days probation and charged a

court filing fee of $25.
The patriarch of acclaimed

reggae band Morgan Heritage
initially faced a jail term of up
to 20 years and fines of up to
$300,000.

Morgan was arrested by a
narcotics officer while leaving a
house in the Bronx with a pack-
age. The officer was doing sur-
veillance, but had not targeted
him.

DROPPED
The case was eventually

dropped by the Bronx Supreme
Court. Morgan’s lawyer Sabrina
T. Shroft successfully negotiated
a guilty plea to a misdemeanor
possession with District Judge
Paul A. Crotty. The attorney
argued that Morgan had no
intention to distribute the mari-
juana for profit but he bought it
for spiritual use. Prosecutor
Michael Ferrara agreed with
the deal. The case is now
closed.

“I am totally aware of my

bad judgment in this matter and
I want to thank the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to
whom I sent up unending
prayers, hoping for a merciful
outcome in this matter,”
Morgan was quoted as saying.

“Once again my God has
proved that as he stood by
Daniel in the lion’s den, he has
also stood by me in my hour of
need.”

Morgan, who is the father
of 32 children, was in the mid-
dle of promoting his album
“Link Up Ethiopia” when he
was arrested in 2011. His 17-
track compact disc is described
as “a Biblical conceptual reggae
album”. It features performanc-
es by Toots & The Maytals,
The Chi Lites, Morgan
Heritage and Sidney Mills of
the United Kingdom band Steel
Pulse.

Morgan also plans to
release an autobiography titled
“Shepherd of A Man” in 2013.

Æ

Reggae icon set free of drug charges
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Jamaican actor wows Broadway with ‘hip hopera’
Sebastien Heins, a Jamaican actor who got
his first break as a child star playing “Simba”
in the musical The Lion King in Canada,
recently hit the big stage.

Heins, now 23, appeared on Broadway
in New York City performing a one-man show
he wrote called “Brotherhood: The Hip
Hopera”.

Directed by Adam Lazarus, Heins’s per-
formance forms part of New York City’s third
annual United Solo Festival, a six-week multi-
cultural theatrical event that presents one
person performances in the heart of the city’s
theater district.

With non-stop high energy dancing,
miming, rapping, and singing, “Brotherhood:
The Hip Hopera” tells a story in rhyme about
the unlikely journey of two brothers who were
deeply immersed in hip hop and R&B music,
how they were torn apart from each other,
and the circumstances that brought them
back together again.

The entire one-hour show is written in
rhyme with lyrics utilizing the genres of hip
hop and R&B, as well as elements of reggae
and dancehall music. Heins plays several
roles, using skills acquired at the National
Theatre School of Canada in Montreal where
he studied. The performance is seasoned with
many warm-hearted references to Jamaica.

Heins is the son of a Jamaican mother,
Shella Roye Heins from Savanna-la-Mar, and
a German father. The play was inspired by his
two cousins in Jamaica.

- Edited from a story written by Dave
Rodney.

Æ

Untitled work by Fernández.



Most Caribbean people
don’t think of cook-
ing their food as a

bad thing.
They’re game for the

occasional salad and veggie
tray with dip, but the thought
of switching to a raw foods-
only diet sounds radical. What
would you eat, exactly?
Would your diet be balanced?
Would you be getting proper
nutrition?

For Caribbean people,
who are already familiar with
fresh fruits and vegetables, it
might be worth your while to
think outside the box (or the
skillet). There are lots of com-
pelling reasons to go raw.

“All raw foodists have
personal stories about how
raw foods helped them lose
weight, heal, gain more energy
or mental clarity, look better,
feel better, or achieve some
other benefit or goal,” says
Cherie Soria, co-author along
with Dan Ladermann of “Raw
Food For Dummies”.

The raw food lifestyle
essentially means you eat
fresh, nutrient-rich plant foods
that have not been heat
processed. When foods are
cooked, many of their nutri-
ents are lost.

“You can go totally raw if
you’d like, or you can simply
incorporate more raw foods

into your existing meal plan to
experience the benefits,”
explains Ladermann.

REASONS
Below are 10 reasons why

eating raw might be the way
to go:

• Looking and feeling bet-
ter - The nutrient-rich raw
diet is high in antioxidants,
phytochemicals, vitamins,
minerals, fiber, and healthy
fats (such as omega-3 fatty
acids), so it maximizes health
and vitality.

• Reducing health risks
and healing from disease - A
raw plant-based diet leads to
lower risk of heart disease,
cancer, diabetes, high blood
pressure, rheumatoid arthritis,
and obesity.

• Avoiding premature
aging and promoting longevity
- Youthfulness is due in part
to the nutrient density of raw
foods, which are rich in
antioxidants, phytonutrients
and vitamins that protect the
body from free radicals, which
attack healthy cells.

• Achieving an ideal body
weight -Many people believe
that the body continues to feel
hungry until nutrient needs
are satisfied. Therefore, even
if you eat enough calories to
fuel your body, you’re still
hungry - for nutrients! In this

situation, your metabolism
slows down, you stop burning
fat, and you crave more food.

• Increasing energy, vitali-
ty, and stamina - Fats, espe-
cially heat-processed oils, slow
you down because they
require long periods of diges-
tion, which steals energy from
your body. Light foods, such
as fruits and vegetables, digest
easily and leave you with
energy for activity.

• Enhancing memory and
mental clarity -Whole, ripe,
raw organic plant foods pro-
vide power needed for strong
mental acuity. The essential
fats that the brain needs, such

as omega-3 fatty acids, are in
leafy greens, flaxseed, chia,
hemp, and walnuts as well as
many other raw plant foods.
The human brain also needs
plenty of water, magnesium,
and organic sodium; whole
raw foods offer an abundance
of these nutrients.

• Reducing colds, flus,
and allergies -Most raw food-
ists report that their diet
reduces or even eliminates
their respiratory problems -
colds, flus and allergies. A raw
diet is especially great for peo-
ple who are intolerant of
dairy, wheat, and soy because
raw foods have virtually no

hidden ingredients.
• Forgetting about clean-

ing dirty pots and pans - A
raw diet frees you from cook-
ing. Raw food preparation is
(for the most part) quick and
easy with meals that are a
breeze to clean up. No greasy
stoves, hot ovens, or fryers.

• Demonstrating kindness
to animals - Soria and
Ladermann recommend fol-
lowing a raw vegan diet,
which includes only plant
foods. When all of your
recipes are vegan, no animal
suffering is involved.

• Protecting the environ-
ment - A raw lifestyle sup-
ports sustainable farming, cre-
ation of healthy topsoil, pro-
tection of watersheds, and
reduction of your carbon foot-
print. A vegan diet also pro-
tects natural resources by not
contributing to the deforesta-
tion that’s inherent in the
meat industry.

“So many people are
looking for a magic bullet that
will help them look, feel, and
be better,” Ladermann adds.
“Well, the raw food diet might
just be it!”

Raw Food For Dummies®
(Wiley, December 2012,
ISBN: 978-0-471-77011-4).

Æ
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JASON WALKER

Haitian President
Michel Martelly has
announced a new

direction for Haiti in 2013.
During a press conference

held last month in Miami,
Florida, Martelly discussed
upgrades in health care, trans-
portation infrastructure,
developments in agriculture
and trade, plus improvement
in handling crime by the gov-
ernment and police. He also
explained that through
tourism Haiti can be seen dif-
ferently. These steps and oth-
ers, Martelly added, will be
instrumental in changing the
perspective of the nation.

“Haiti has been known as
the country of disaster,” the
president said, “…but today
we want to show to the world
what it is we have to offer, not
only in the tourism sector.”

Martelly said that despite
the drawbacks in Haiti - for
example, “only 25 percent 
of our country is covered by
electricity” – the French-
speaking Caribbean nation
has “an opportunity for a for-
eign company to come to
Haiti to invest, make money,

create jobs, give us light and
it’s a win-win situation”
instead of continuing with the
misery.

Martelly also proclaimed
“Haiti no longer wants aid but
trade!…We want to create
jobs and investment!”

PATHS
He suggested these are

the major paths to alleviate
poverty and also made a bold
prediction about the agricul-
tural industry, stating he has a
goal that “Haiti will become
self-sufficient (at least 70 per-
cent) within the next three
years.

“…We have the land, we
have the people,” he added.

Those announcements

came amid heavy criticisms on
economic growth in Haiti,
concerns of human rights
abuses by both the United
Nations and the government,
the atmosphere for doing
business in Haiti, and so many
Haitians still living in tents
caused by the damage from
the 2010 earthquake and
storms. The U.N. has also
reported that 1.5 million addi-
tional Haitians face food inse-
curity. 

Martelly responded by
first referencing the treatment
of Haiti for centuries by both
external forces and past gov-
ernments. He said the current
government cares, which is a
major improvement.

He said his administra-
tion had put over a million
children in school, which will
lead to a better future.
However, he admitted that
some goals in Haiti have still
not been met.

“I am building homes,
but I will also say that not
everyone has access to drink-
ing water, I admit it,” said
Martelly. “I will tell you that
we are working at making it
available.” 

Martelly outlines new vision for Haiti in 2013

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
Clinton Bush Haiti Fund was
scheduled to end its operations
on Dec.31 by providing final
grants to organizations pro-
moting economic opportunity
in the earthquake-ravaged,
French-speaking Caribbean
country. 

By dedicating the $54.4
million it raised after the Jan.
2010 earthquake to support
more than 50 organizations,
the fund said it has helped
Haitians create a better future
“through smart, sustainable
economic development.

“While much work
remains to be done in Haiti,
the fund has now met its main

objectives to serve as a bridge
from post-disaster relief to
longer-term reconstruction”, it
stated.

The fund said grants,
loans, and
equity invest-
ments it made
serve as
“seeds of eco-
nomic
progress that
will continue
to germinate
after the fund
closes”.

To date, the fund said its
programs have sustained or
created 7,350 jobs, trained
20,050 people and affected
more than 311,000 lives, from
at-risk youth to farmers to
entrepreneurs to doctors.

“We are ready to step
back and bear witness as
Haitians take control of their
own rebuilding. Any successes
we have had are not ours, but
the Haitian people’s,” said
Clinton Bush Haiti Fund
Chief Executive Officer Gary
Edson.

FOCUS
Edson said the fund

focused its efforts in four key
areas: revitalizing microfinance
institutions, connecting small
and growing businesses with
access to financing and busi-
ness development services,

building human capital
through workforce training,
and responding to critical
unmet needs. He said those
programs spanned a variety of
sectors, ranging from agricul-
ture to micro and small busi-
nesses to artisan crafts.

The Clinton Bush Haiti
Fund said that going forward,
the Multilateral Investment
Fund, a member of the Inter-
American Development Bank
Group, will manage programs
that have not yet been fully
completed and will receive
funds from remaining loans.
These loan repayments will be
reinvested into
programs con-
sistent with the
Fund’s mission
to promote
economic
opportunity in
Haiti, the
statement said.

The
Clinton Bush
Haiti Fund is a non-profit
organization founded after the
January 2010 earthquake,
when President Barack Obama
asked former presidents Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush
to assist the Haitian people in
building their country back
better.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ
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HAITIAN LIBERATION

On Jan. 1, 1804, Haiti proclaimed its Independence and became the second
Independent state in the Western Hemisphere and the first free black republic in the
world. Thousands of Haitian live in the United States, particularly in South Florida.
This month, Caribbean Today focuses on Haiti, which marks 209 years of
Independence. Photograph shows Haitian liberator Toussaint L’Overture.
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The University of San
Francisco (USF) has
presented an honorary

doctorate in humane letters to
Mario Joseph, the managing
attorney of the Institute for
Justice and Democracy in
Haiti’s Bureau des Avocats
Internationaux (BAI).

“As a human rights
lawyer in Haiti, Mario Joseph
has devoted his career to
standing up for victims of
injustice,” USF President
Stephen A. Privett, S.J. noted
in a recent press release.

Privett conferred the hon-
orary degree during the grad-
uation ceremony for more
than 300 undergraduate and
graduate students of USF’s
College of Arts and Sciences
last month.

“His deep and personal
commitment to providing a
legal voice to those silenced
by oppression will inspire our
graduates and the entire USF
community,” Privett added.

CONTRIBUTION
Joseph has managed or

co-managed BAI since 1996,
helping to defend political
prisoners and victims of politi-
cal violence, training Haitian
lawyers, and speaking out on
justice issues. He has prac-
ticed human rights and crimi-

nal law since 1993.
Prior to joining BAI,

Joseph worked on human
rights cases for the Catholic
church’s Peace and Justice
Commission. In 2000, Joseph
was the lead lawyer for BAI’s
most successful case, defend-
ing the victims during the
Raboteau Massacre trial, in
which the jury convicted 53
defendants for a 1994 attack
on a pro-democracy neighbor-
hood in Haiti.

Æ

CHANGE
The president said there

are major problems, but they
are being addressed. He said
the mentality of Haitians
toward their country and 
government is changing.
However, he added that with
the history of the country the
solutions will take time.

“First we are building the
Haitian people, we are build-
ing the soul of the Haitian
people, reconnecting with our-
selves, reconnecting with each
other, trusting us again, trust-
ing our government, believing

that only we can do it!”
Martelly explained.

Martelly also discussed
CARICOM, the body made
up of Caribbean nations, and
the new vision and direction
for his nation and the region.
He has assumed the position
of CARICOM chairman in
2013, but lamented Haiti has
never been able to take
advantage of its CARICOM
membership before.

However, “today Haiti is

prioritized,” Martelly said.
“The first day I become in
charge (at CARICOM) we
are going to work on making
sure we can benefit from what
they have to offer and also we
are also going to make sure
that we refocus them on the
Haiti matter.” 

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

DAWN A. DAVIS

This month marks three years
since the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti that took thou-
sands of lives and plunged the
French-speaking Caribbean
nation into further economic
and infrastructural depths. 

Haiti, which gained
Independence on Jan. 1, 1804,
has been struggling to rebuild,
a mammoth task for a country
considered the poorest in the
Western Hemisphere.

However, with the
approval of the new govern-
ment last May, led by
President Michel Martelly
and Prime Minister Laurent
Lamothe, Haiti can focus on
major issues, including chron-
ic poverty, lack of housing,
infrastructural degradation,
crime and 75 percent unem-
ployment.

Creating anti-poverty pro-
grams and attracting foreign
investment to the country will
be key to Haiti’s resurgence.
As well, cleaning up corrup-
tion in the public and private
sectors means international
donations and funding ear-
marked for rebuilding can
flow to those that need it

most. Despite all Haiti’s prob-
lems, there is evidence of
recovery.

According to the United
Nations Development
Program (UNDP), 50 percent
of the debris from the earth-
quake has been removed,
more than 300,000 jobs have
been created, tuberculosis is
slowly being controlled and
hundreds of hectares of land
are being reforested.

REBUILDING
In addition to multilateral

aid, several private interna-
tional non-profit organizations
are helping to rebuild the
country. The Miami-based
Green Family Foundation
(GFF) is one such organiza-
tion. GFF provides funding
and resources to entities that
work to alleviate poverty and
provide health services, social
education and community
development globally. Led by
President Kimberly Green,
GFF has raised donations to
help rebuild Haiti.

Project Medishare, a
GFF-sponsored critical care
facility, has been saving lives
in Haiti since 1994, supporting
the country’s only critical care

and trauma hospital in Haiti.
The facility, Bernard Mevs, is

also the only site that houses a
newborn and pediatric inten-

sive care unit. Project
Medishare also trains Haitian
physicians, nurses and aides
who annually care for more
than 180,000 patients, many
who cannot afford services. 

Haiti’s social and cultural
education is also a major focus
for the GFF. In addition to
funding health and rebuilding
initiatives, the non-profit
organization is involved in
fundraising to bolster the
Caribbean nation’s heritage. A
recent event raised awareness
and money for the Haiti-based
Musee Ogier-Fombrun, keeper
of the country’s cultural, histor-
ical and visual history records.

The GFF, through its part-
nership with ThisisHaiti.org, is
also engaging Haitian commu-
nities through music, films,
dance, song and poetry creat-
ed by the people. By address-
ing the health, social, and
security needs of the poor
through grants and infrastruc-
tural development, the focus
can then be shift to feeding
and empowering the soul
through the creative arts.

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

U.S. university honors Haitian
human rights lawyer

Martelly outlines new vision for Haiti in 2013

RECOVERY ROAD: Haiti faces tough challenges in new year
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HAITIAN INDEPENDENCE
~ A Caribbean Today special feature

Relief is coming for Haiti, but is it fast enough?

(Continued from page 14)



(StatePoint) Fun and learning
can extend beyond the class-
room. From music and the arts
to organized sports, after-
school activities can help kids
stay active and make lifelong
friends.

Here are some great tips
to keep kids active and
engaged during the afternoon:

Sign up early -Many pro-
grams fill up fast. Be sure to
sign your kids up for programs
as soon as possible to ensure
their enrollment.

Listen to your kids - As
much as you would like your
child to participate in certain
activities, don’t push too hard.
Let them explore all their
options to find activities they
actually enjoy doing.

Make scheduling conven-
ient - If your child is active,
you will be too. Plan activities
close to home or school to
limit time spent in the car.

Whether you’re setting up
play dates, forming a time-sav-
ing carpool or heading up the
PTA, mommy calling cards
from an online stationery store
like Minted.com is a unique
way to make an impression,

and share your contact infor-
mation quickly with teachers,
coaches and other parents.

Go informal -When the
weather is nice, consider
organizing an impromptu
neighborhood bike ride or soc-
cer game. If your child is artis-
tically inclined, invite his or
her friends over for craft time.

Encourage academic
interests - At-home supplies
can inspire your child to get
excited about learning. A sci-
ence kit, for example, can be
found at any hobby store and
will augment lesson plans with
fun hands-on experiments.
Personalized journals for kids
will encourage your young
writer to put pen to paper and
compose stories or essays.

Don’t over schedule - As
with everything great in life,
moderation is key. With rich,
full school days, homework
and after-school activities,
don’t forget to give your kids
time to unwind.

With the right after-school
programming, you’ll be sure to
keep your kids safe, active and
happy, long after the bell rings.

Æ

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC –Haiti has launched a
program that that uses mobile
phones to transfer cash credits
to mothers who keep their
children in school.

The $15 million “Ti
Manman Cheri” or “Dear
Little Mother” project is being
financed by Venezuela’s
Petrocaribe fund that supplies
fuel to Caribbean and Central
American countries.

The project aims to reach
100,000 families in four of the
capital’s poorest neighbor-
hoods.

Under the project, moth-
ers with children enrolled in

the first through sixth grades
can receive up to $20 a month
if they keep the children in
school.

Similar conditional cash
transfer programs have been
employed in Brazil, Mexico
and the Dominican Republic.

Prime Minister Laurent
Lamothe announced the pro-
gram recently at a school in
the Cite Soleil slum.

Many of Haiti’s schools
were destroyed by the Jan.
2010 earthquake that killed
more than 300,000 people and
left more than a million others
homeless.

Æ

(StatePoint) The start of a new
school year is a great time to
emphasize the importance of
reading at home. Solid readers
perform better in school and
in the workplace, have a
healthy self-image, and
become lifelong learners.

Research shows a whop-
ping 45 percent of united
states children ages three to
five are not read to daily, and
this lack of literature can take
a negative toll on school per-
formance. Luckily, there are
many things parents can do to
make kids passionate readers.

“Reading stimulates 
children’s imagination and
expands their understanding 
of the world,” says actress
Kate Beckinsale, who is team-
ing with “The Nestlé Share the
Joy of Reading Program” to
raise awareness about the
importance of children’s litera-
cy and support the work of
Reading Is Fundamental
(RIF), the largest children’s lit-
eracy nonprofit in the U.S.

TIPS
If you’re looking to make

reading a bigger part of your
children’s lives this school year,

here are some great tips to get
them motivated:

• Start young - Reading
aloud to children at an early
age is the most effective way
to help them attain critical lan-
guage and communication
skills and instill great habits.

• Take advantage of free
online tools and resources that
help make reading an engag-
ing, shared experience for par-
ents and kids - For example,
RIF’s “Leading to Reading”
website contains activities for
children ages birth to five.
Visit www.rif.org/kids/leading-
toreading for more informa-
tion.

• Variety is the spice of
life! - Be sure your house con-
tains plenty of books to choose
from on a variety of topics.

• Launch a children’s
book club with other parents -
Take turns hosting your chil-
dren’s friends for snacks and a
lively discussion on the book
of the month.

• Kids love getting mail! -
Subscribe to children’s maga-
zines so they’ll have something
fun and beneficial to look for-
ward to each month.

• Make sure children have

their very own library cards
and become frequent patrons
at your local library.

• Be it the morning paper
or your favorite novel, set a
great example by making
reading a daily habit for your-
self.

• Invest in the lives of
other children who might not
have the same opportunities as
your kids - For example, right
now, every time you enter a
promotion code found inside
specially marked packages of
Nestlé and Wonka candy at
www.CelebrationCorner.com/
RIF, Nestlé will donate money
to RIF, to fund purchasing
books for kids.

Almost a quarter of 
U.S. public school fourth
graders score below even the
most basic levels on reading
exams, according to National
Assessment of Educational
Progress. Don’t let your chil-
dren fall behind. Take steps
this school year to help your
children and others to hone
this basic tool for success.

Æ

The Antigua and
Barbuda government
recently announced

plans to introduce a mandato-
ry “boot camp” program for
deviant students instead of
expelling them from schools.

Education Minister Dr.
Jacqui Quinn-Leandro said
the new measure, adminis-
tered by school principals,
would be directed mainly at
repeat offenders.

She told supporters of the
ruling Unity Progressive Party
(UPP) that the “boot camp”
initiative would be different
from Cadet Corps program
and would go into effect from

the new aca-
demic term
beginning next
month.

“The
mandatory
boot camp is
another area
we plan to put
in place,”
Quinn-
Leandro said. “The Cadet
Corps is to boost team spirit-
edness, civics, national pride
and so on which leads to the
development of the nation.
The mandatory boot camp is
going to be incorporated as a
regiment of punishment for

children who are deviant, chil-
dren who are badly behaved,
children who are displaying
what we determine to be anti-
social or negative behavior.

“That will be put at the
disposal of our principals at
secondary schools to compli-
ment things such as suspen-
sion. So instead of suspending
them and they go home and
watch television for two weeks
at home, play their Gameboy
etc., they will be at the boot
camp learning to behave,” she
added.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Planning after school activities

New plan to keep Haitians in school

BOOKWORMS: Getting your kids to read more

Antigua plans ‘boot camp’ for deviant students
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SPRING EDUCATION

DISCOVERING JAMAICA

Photograph by Derrick A. Scott
Lisa Vasciannie, wife of Jamaica’s ambassador to the United States, reads to children in a junior kindergarten class at the
Congressional School of Virginia during its recent international week. Jamaica was one of eight countries featured at the school’s
celebration. 

Quinn-Leandro



BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – The Caribbean
tourism industry continued to
show signs of recovery during
2012 fuelled by improvements
in the United States and
Canadian markets.

But Hugh Riley, secretary
general of the Barbados
-based Caribbean Tourism
Organization (CTO), warned
that the region continued to
face challenges in Europe,
particularly the United
Kingdom market from which
the numbers have been
falling. He said visitor spend-
ing has also been sluggish.

Riley said that the latest
figures on visitor arrivals show
a five percent increase rise
and “there are clear signs that
our performance in the U.S.,
our region’s main source mar-
ket, is improving, with arrival

numbers up by 5.3 percent.”
He said the Canadian market
has also showed growth, with
total arrivals matching the
U.S. at 5.3 percent.

“The U.K., on the other
hand, has recorded a decline
of over six percent,” Riley
said last month. “The Summer
Olympics did have some
effect, leading to marginal
growth in the U.K. economy,
which is still struggling to
rebound.”

APD FACTOR
But Riley said that a fac-

tor which the region cannot
ignore is the “unfair and dis-
criminatory” Air Passenger
Duty (APD) that is continuing
to have a severe impact on the
Caribbean tourism sector. The
APD, instituted in 1994, is a
British environmental tax

aimed at offsetting aviation’s
carbon footprint. In its initial
stage, it was set at £5 ($7.85)
per person.

Regional governments
have been lobbying London to
remove the tax, which they
said negatively affects the
growth of the tourism industry
since the Caribbean has been
placed in a band that makes
travel to the region much
more expensive than travel-
ling from London to the U.S.

“Much to the disappoint-
ment and frustration of the
Caribbean, this crippling tax is
due to rise even further in
April 2013 while the discrimi-
natory aspect of the distance
‘banding’ system remains,”
Riley said. “A family of four
visiting the Caribbean and fly-
ing in economy will be expect-
ed to fork out 332 pounds

sterling for APD – and double
that amount for a few extra
inches of leg room if they fly
in any class above economy.”

Riley noted that on  the
contrary, that same family
would pay less APD to fly to
U.S. destinations that are far
further away from London
than any Caribbean country.

“This is an issue the CTO

and its member countries and
partners will continue to
fight,” he said.

But Riley said despite the
many challenges, which the
Caribbean faced, “we got
through 2012 with our chins
up and our resolve unfazed.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Haiti protests travel advisory by U.S., Canada

The government of Mexico
has announced that Jamaicans
will no longer need visas to
visit the Central American
country.

The Embassy of Mexico
said the Mexican government
decided to waive the visa/con-
sular stamp requirement as 
of the end of Nov. 2012. The
change is applicable to
Jamaicans travelling to that
country as visitors, without

authorization to engage in
profitable activities, for up to
180 days.

This will allow Jamaicans
to carry out activities in
Mexico such as tourism,
sports, business, medical treat-
ments as well as attending
conferences. Jamaica will play
Mexico in a 2014 World Cup
soccer qualifying match on
Feb. 6 in Mexico.

Jamaicans will only be

required to present a valid
Jamaican passport for travel
to Mexico.

The release also stated
that Jamaicans who wish to
study for more than six
months, establish temporary
or permanent residence in
Mexico, or engage in prof-
itable activities should contact
the embassy to obtain require-
ments for a visa.

Æ

Mexico waives visas for Jamaicans

NEW YORK - “The Real
Housewives of Atlanta”, a
United States television reali-
ty show which attracts close 
to two million viewers each
week, recently descended on
the Caribbean.

For several weeks last
month, the show featured
Anguilla, which hosted its
stars and their significant oth-
ers.

The first episode featured
not just the natural beauty of

the island and its luxurious vil-
las, but also Haydn Hughes,
the country’s permanent sec-
retary in the Ministry of
Finance and Tourism. Hughes
told News Americas that he is
“extremely happy that the
Bravo network accepted our
invitation to host the Real
Housewives of Atlanta on
Anguilla.”

Hughes said he believes
the television exposure “will
equate to more visibility for

Anguilla that will include per-
sons across the income spec-
trum.

The main highlight of the
Anguilla episodes involved a
vow renewal ceremony on the
beach by Cynthia Bailey and
her Jamaican husband Peter
Thomas.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Atlanta’s ‘Real Housewives’ land in Anguilla

BOUNCING BACK: Caribbean industry shows recovery signs in 2012
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TOURISM

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti –
The government of Haiti has
come out against the most
recent travel advisories issued
by the United States and
Canadian governments.

Last month the U.S. State
Department strengthened a
travel advisory on the impov-
erished French-speaking
nation and warned Americans
planning to visit the country
about kidnappings, robbery,
lawlessness and cholera. The
advisory stated, that at least
two U.S. citizens were shot
and killed in robbery and kid-
napping incidents.

Canada followed with a
similar statement.

Complaining that the

warnings only hurt Haiti’s
image, government spokesman
Calvin Cadet, this month
wrote that the advisories were
incompatible with improve-
ments that authorities have
made in security. He noted
Haiti has promised to hire
more officers for its national
police force.

He also referred to the
recent dismantling of an
alleged kidnapping ring. In
October, the police arrested
Clifford Brandt, owner of a
car dealership and son of a
prominent family, on kidnap-
ping charges.

CHOLERA DROP
Cadet also said Haiti has

seen a drop in the number of
cholera cases. Health officials
report that more than 7,750
people have died of the water-
borne illness since the disease
surfaced in Haiti several
months after the 2010 earth-
quake.

President Michel
Martelly’s administration is
trying to revive a long-mori-
bund tourism industry and
spur foreign investment.
Haitian business owners have
long complained that such
travel advisories overstate
criminal activity in the country
and scare off potential
investors.

Æ

Tourism prospects in the Caribbean are looking up.



COVE SPRING HOUSE,
Barbados, CMC - A new fran-
chise-based Twenty20 cricket-
tournament, The Caribbean
Premier League (CPL), was
launched in Barbados last
month, organizers Verus
International have announced.

The CPL will comprise
each franchise team being
built around Caribbean play-
ers complemented by a few
international stars from
abroad, said Verus, a mer-
chant bank based in Barbados
and New York. 

The CPL is expected to
be beamed across the world in
a high-definition production
and officials said the tourna-
ment will also be a showpiece
attraction designed to enhance

the Caribbean’s tourism prod-
uct.

“The realization of the
CPL is another landmark of
the investor and commercial
confidence which has been
placed in the WICB and the
brand of West Indies Cricket,”
declared West Indies Cricket
Board (WICB) President Dr.
Julian Hunte.

“The WICB is particularly
pleased about the opportuni-
ties the CPL will provide to
players, but is equally elated
with the agreement which will
allow for regional retainer
contracts for a broad pool of
players.”

The West Indies is T20
cricket’s world champions.

Æ

Two members of Jamaica’s
coaching staff have been
fired just one month

before the Reggae Boyz enter
the final round of 2014 World
Cup qualifying campaign as the
Caribbean’s lone hope of reach-
ing soccer’s biggest tournament.

The decision to dismiss
Technical
Director
Walter Gama
and goalkeep-
ing coach
Armando
Bracali, both
Brazilians,
came on the
heels of
Jamaica’s poor
performance
in last month’s Caribbean
Football Union (CFU) cham-
pionship. Defending champion
Jamaica crashed out of the
tournament at the preliminary
stage, prompting Jamaica
Football Federation (JFF)
President Captain Horace
Burrell to order a probe into
the team’s performance.

“(Jamaica) having per-
formed miserably during this
tournament, and deciding that
it could not be business as
usual, the decision has been
taken to terminate the employ-
ment of the technical director,

Professor Walter Gama, with
immediate effect,” Burrell said
during a press conference on
Jan. 3.

NO TEETH
“In addition, it was also

felt coming out of this report
that the goalkeeper coach,
Armando Bracali, has not
shown enough teeth, so to
speak,” Burrell added.

Two other Brazilians,
national under-20 coach
Luciano Gama and senior
assistant coach Alfredo
Montesso, kept their jobs.
Burrell had previously
announced that senior head
coach Theodore Whitmore’s
job was safe.

The decision to relieve
Gamma and Bracali from their
responsibilities with the nation-
al team was part of the recom-
mendations from the JFF’s
Technical and Development
Committee’s report into the
Jamaica’s showing in Antigua.

Jamaica will open play in
the hexagonal round of CON-
CACAF World Cup qualifiers
against Mexico on Feb. 6. The
Boyz are one of six teams
seeking three automatic and a
possible fourth place in Brazil
2014.

Æ

RIO DE
JANEIRO, Brazil,
CMC - Top
Jamaican sprinters
Usain Bolt and
Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce are among
athletes in the run-
ning for the presti-
gious Laureus
World Sports
Awards 2013.

Bolt and
Fraser-Pryce have
been short-listed
along with a glitter-
ing collection of the
world’s greatest Olympic and
paralympic stars, which also
includes the British tennis
player Andy Murray, United
States swimmer Michael
Phelps and American tennis
star Serena Williams.

Bolt is aiming for his third
Laureus World Sportsman of
the Year Award after he
repeated his success at the
2008 Beijing Olympics by win-

ning gold medals in all three
sprint events in London last
year – 100 and 200 meters and
the 4x100 meters relay.

OLYMPIC YEAR
The nominations for the

Laureus World Sportswoman
of the Year Award are domi-
nated by Olympians. Fraser-
Pryce, who successfully
defended her 100 meters

Olympic title in 2012, is in
competition with Britain’s
Jessica Ennis, who has
Caribbean roots and who
won the heptathlon gold
Also nominated are non-
Olympians Sebastian
Vettel, winner of a third-
straight Formula One
World Championship and
Argentine soccer star
Lionel Messi.
The Laureus World
Sports Awards, which rec-
ognize sporting achieve-
ment during the calendar
year 2012, are the premier

honors on the international
sporting calendar. The win-
ners, as voted by the Laureus
World Sports Academy -
made up of 46 of the greatest
sportsmen and sportswomen
of all time - will be unveiled
on Mar. 11.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Caribbean launches new T20
professional league cricket

Jamaica fires soccer coaches
ahead of World Cup qualifiers

Caribbean sprint stars nominated
for Laureus World Sports Awards

NEW YORK – The
lure of beating undis-
puted sprint champion
Usain Bolt has
become the driving
force behind
American Justin
Gatlin’s training dur-
ing the tough winter
months.

The 30-year-old
former Olympic cham-
pion is attempting to
rebuild a career taint-
ed by a four-year dop-
ing ban, and is using
the quest to defeat the
outstanding Jamaican
as his motivation.

He made the podi-
um at last year’s London
Olympics, finishing third
behind champion Bolt and fel-
low Jamaican Yohan Blake in
the 100 metres.

“I want to beat Bolt,” said
Gatlin. “He’s a stellar athlete,
but I think I can step up to the
plate.

“He’s the incentive to
train even more for this sea-
son, him and the year I had
last year when I only got beat
one or two times. I’ve got

world champion blood in me.
It’s not about times but about
running to the line, being the
first across it.”

SHOWDOWN
Another showdown with

the Jamaican pair of Bolt and
Blake looms at the August
World Championships in
Moscow.

Gatlin is already familiar
with the taste of World
Championship glory, having
taken the double – 100 and

200 meters - at the 2005
edition in Helsinki when
Bolt was not yet on the
international radar. His
2012 season finished
tamely as he fought off
illness and, after taking
some time off to spend
with family, he claimed
he is ready to take aim
at Bolt again.
“I’ve got the Gatlin

guns to throw at the
Lightning Bolt and the
Beast (Blake) and
Tyson Gay,” Gatlin
stressed.
His fall from grace

through the doping
scandal has not dimin-

ished his love for the sport.
Gatlin said he is as motivated
to return to the pinnacle of
athletics, despite the residual
criticism stemming from the
scandal.

“For me, running is an
outer-body experience. It’s
like this crazy rush of blood
and you zap back into your
body at the end of it,” he
explained. “I want to compete
until I can compete no more.”

Æ

American driven to defeat region’s stars
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aCTION PaCKED 
CRICKET DVDs

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket Legends Viv Richards
ICC Twenty20 World Cup 2012  

West Indies vs New Zealand 2012 One Day 
England vs West Indies 2007 One Day

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Burrell

Bolt, left, gets to the line before Gatlin.

Ennis
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ZONE ONE
AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAA Approved. Classes

Starting Soon! 1-800-659-
2080 NAA.edu

ZONE TWO
CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.

Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans).
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!! Get the
Most Cash, up to $27 per box! Shipping Paid!
Must be Sealed & Unexpired. Call Tony 813-

528-1480 tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DIRECTV for $29.99/mo for 24 months. Over
140 channels. Free HD-DVR Upgrade! Free
NFL Sunday Ticket w/Choice Package! Call

Today for details 1-866-981-8287

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month PLUS
30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3
Months! SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY

Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* Get a 4-Room
All-Digital Satellite system installed for Free and

programming starting at $19.99/mo. Free
HD/DVR upgrade for new callers, 

Call Now. 1-800-795-7279

ROTARY MEMBERS have helped immunize
more than 2 billion children in 122 countries!

Locate the nearest club at www.rotary.org. This
message provided by PaperChain and your

local community paper.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS.
WIN or Pay Nothing! Start Your Application In

Under 60 Seconds. Call Today! Contact
Disability Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys & BBB

Accredited. Call 888-903-1353

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

ADOPTION 866-633-0397 Unplanned
Pregnancy? Provide your baby with a

loving, financially secure family.
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses

paid. Social worker on staff. Call com-
passionate attorney Lauren Feingold

(FL Bar#0958107) 24/7 

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change…Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6298. FL

License #100013125

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if qualified – Housing

available. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-314-6283

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here. Train
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical

Management. Job placement
assistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV authorized. 
Call 888-203-3179

www.CenturaOnline.com
NEED YOUR High School Diploma? Finish

from home fast for $399! Nationally Accredited.
EZ Pay.Free Brochure.

www.diplomaathome.com Call 1-877-661-0678

NURSING CAREERS begin here – Train in
months, not years. Financial aid if qualified.

Housing available. Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute Orlando (888)220-3178

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++
within 48/hours? Low rates Apply Now By

Phone! 1-800-568-8321. www.lawcapital.com

HELP WANTED

Drivers - Class A Flatbed Home Every
Weekend! Pay 37 cents/mi, Both ways, Full

Benefits, Requires 1 year OTR Flatbed experi-
ence. 800-572-5489 x227, SunBelt Transport,

Jacksonville, FL 

NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. Info.

1-985-646-1700 DEPT. FL-820

REAL ESTATE

Top of the line RV park lot for rent, monthly or
seasonal. Across from beach on Hwy A1A
between Vero Beach and Fort Pierce. Boat

docks, tennis and heated pool overlooking the
ocean. Call 352-347-4470 or

Email: lwhy2@aol.com.

HEALTH/MEDICAL

CATHETERS just for women individually pre-
lubricated in discreet attractive containers and

covered by Medicare and most insurance.
FREE SAMPLE if qualified. 1-888-201-5020,

www.catheasy.com 

PRE-LUBRICATED CATHETERS for men, Fast
& easy to use, less pain, less discomfort.

Covered by Medicare and insurance. FREE
SAMPLE if qualified. 1-888-201-3234

www.catheasy.com

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte
Danciu 28 years experience. 

1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surro-
gacy.com FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure Couples

Waiting. Living & Medical Expenses
Paid. Counseling & Transportation
Provided. Former Birth Moms on
Staff! FLORIDAADOPTION LAW
GROUP, P.A. Jodi Sue Rutstein,

M.S.W., J.D. Mary Ann Scherer, R.N.,
J.D. 1-800-852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025)

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 
1-800-558-1097 We're Local!

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!

Generous Compensation Paid. Call
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-800-

395-5449 FL Bar # 307084 

VIAGRA/ CIALIS!
Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg
Pills, for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills

FREE! #1 Male Enhancement.
Discreet Shipping. Buy The Blue Pill

Now 1- 888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



MARIE GREGORY

When Radcliffe
Lennox left his high
school Kingston

College he had no idea that,
within a few years, he would
be promoting Jamaica in
Japan.

After a short spell at the
University of the West Indies
and another at Wings Jamaica
, Lennox decided on a career
in business. With his parents
and family members he start-
ed in Portmore, St. Catherine
with a shop selling beauty
products. Realizing that mar-
keting was vital to his future
success, Lennox enrolled at
the University of Technology
to study the subject, along
with a minor in international
business.

It was the minor that was
to have far reaching conse-
quences. In 2002, with a team
of four, Lennox entered a
competition through the
University of Washington.
This involved planning for a
company trying to expand to
the Far East. This study of
South East Asia whetted his
interest in Japan as he was
considering doing a master’s
degree and wondered whether
marketing principles were the
same in that country.

Through the Embassy of
Japan in Jamaica Lennox
gained a scholarship to begin
the graduate degree. He was
assured the courses would be
in English. But he was
assigned to the Shizuoka
University and had to learn
Japanese and had to qualify
in the language within a cer-
tain time to enter the univer-
sity’s program. This proved to
impossible. The scholarship

was over. Lennox was on his
own. 

CHOOSING JAPAN
However, he decided that

rather than return to Jamaica
he would stay in Japan to con-
tinue learning a different cul-
ture. Lennox enrolled in an
online master’s of business
administration (MBA) pro-
gram through Chadron State
College in the U.S. as he
wanted to undertake a com-
parative study of
U.S./Japanese marketing prac-
tices. Lennox took a series of
jobs to pay his way. He taught
English at a Berlitz Language
school. The early morning and
the evening schedules allowed
him free time during the day.
For three months he worked
in a vegetable processing plant
and did milk delivery from
1:30 a.m. to 6.30a.m. The
earnings covered his expenses
for the MBA.

It was around this time
that friends in Jamaica began
asking Lennox to source
motor vehicles for them and
have them shipped to
Jamaica. He did not stock
vehicles himself but, through
a friend who had a licence,

he bid at car auctions.
Approximately 10 vehicles
were shipped to Jamaica in
the first year.

Anxious to bring some-
thing from Jamaica, Lennox
turned to Blue Mountain
Coffee, which is popular but
expensive in Japan. Jablum
already had a distributor for
the coffee so Radcliffe began
importing Mountain Peak
Instant Coffee from Salada.
Part of his master’s thesis cov-
ered the coffee market in
Japan so Lennox had a fair
idea what he was up against.
His research showed there
was a huge market, but the
main stream was well sourced
and already supplied. That left
an undeveloped niche market
which Lennox felt sure he
could supply.

He imported his first ship-
ment of beans from Jamaica
in Aug. 2010. It was sold to a
businessman with his own net-
work. It was passed on down
the line. They were delighted
with the quality and begged
for more.

Now when he imports cof-
fee, Lennox sells online to pri-
vate individuals. He works
with the Jamaican Embassy in

Tokyo and provides coffee
when promotional events are
held there.

Recently Lennox has
been experimenting with a
coffee cocktail, rum based. It’s
not yet market-ready, but will
not be a product for the mass
market.

Though most of Lennox’s
energy goes into coffee pro-
motion, he is also exporting
green tea. He explained that
just as there are degrees of
Jamaican coffee, so there are
different qualities of green
tea.

BLENDING IN
For Lennox, life in Japan

is pleasant. He misses
Jamaican weather and food,
and is able to get canned ack-
ees in Japan.

Initially, Lennox found
the quality of life in Japan to
be like a dream. Everyone
was supportive. Then the bub-
ble burst and reality became a
challenge. He compared the
situation to a young child
learning to walk. He learned
to appreciate his surroundings
and to network more. Now
Lennox understands how to
interact socially and in busi-
ness. Being an educator at the
language school has opened
his eyes to the differences in
the ways in which people
react.

The Japanese language
still poses a problem, but
Lennox, helped by his
Japanese wife Shiho, perse-
veres. They met through a
professor Lennox was work-
ing with at the university.
Shiho provides statistical serv-
ices for the university.

From Japan, Lennox has
travelled to Australia, Korea,

the U.S., England and Dubai.
He promoted Blue Mountain
coffee on a recent trip to
England via Dubai.

HOME
Lennox  enjoys going

home to Jamaica. His parents,
a brother and sister still live 
in Kingston. He finds many
things have changed in
Jamaica and admits to a cul-
ture shock at the “chaos”
when compared to the cleanli-
ness and efficiency of Japan.
Prices in Jamaica have sky
rocketed as well.

Despite the negatives,
Lennox would like to invest in
property one day. He also has
the dream of setting up spe-
cialty coffee shops in resort
areas to familiarize visitors
with the excellence of
Jamaican coffee.

Listing his hobbies as
travelling, cooking and relax-
ing with friends, Lennox said
up until August he was the
only Jamaican in Shizuoka.
Now there is another one.
There are Jamaicans else-
where in Japan. Several
teach English after studying
Japanese at U.W.I. Many
young Japanese have lived
and worked in Jamaica
through the Japanese
Overseas Volunteer pro-
gram. Links between the two
countries are strong despite
the difference in size and
population and most young
Japanese share an admira-
tion for Jamaican music par-
ticularly Bob Marley’s.

Marie Gregory is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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IVAN CLIFFORD

HAMILTON, Bermuda -
Craig Cannonier, a 49-year-old
businessman, has enjoyed a
meteoric rise to the top of
Bermuda politics in just three
years.

Cannonier was sworn in
as Bermuda’s 12th premier
since the introduction of party
politics 44 years ago following
the One Bermuda Alliance’s
(OBA) nail-biting 19-17 gen-
eral elections victory over the
Progressive Labour Party
(PLP) last month - a triumph
that was sealed on the stroke
of midnight when newcomer
Nandi Davis won St George’s
West by a wafer-thin four
votes.

Asked how she felt about
the victory, Cannonier’s wife
Antoinette  said: “It did come
as a surprise, but I know he

worked very, very hard. I
believe it was inevitable.

“It hasn’t quite sunk in
yet - but it feels great,” she
added after her husband was
sworn in by Governor George
Fergusson in front of a group
of 100 supporters,

family and friends at
Government House.

She attributed her hus-
band’s drive to “his love for
people”, saying: “He is some-
one who wants to make a dif-
ference.”

Her own political inter-
ests, she said, leaned towards
“the plight of single women
and their children, struggling
to make ends meet.”

The couple, who are
members of the Marsden
First United Church, have
four children. One of them,
Mikaela Ian Pearman, a
reporter with the bi-weekly
Bermuda Sun newspaper,

said: “It’s very surreal. I’d
never have thought in my life
that I would hear the word
‘premier’ and my dad’s name
attached. I’m very proud.
Hopefully, this is the change
that Bermuda needs.”

BACKGROUND
Bermuda’s new premier

studied at Towson State
University in Baltimore,
United Stattes, where he
earned a bachelor of science
degree in industrial psycholo-
gy in 1986. After returning to
Bermuda, he worked with the
MarketPlace supermarket
group and later became gener-
al manager of People’s
Pharmacy.

He now operates three
petrol stations - Esso City
Tigermarket, Collector’s Hill
Esso and Warwick Esso.

Although related to politi-
cal figures on both sides of the

fence - the late PLP Member
of Parliament Larry Lowe and
former United Bermuda Party
(UBP) Tourism Minister Jim
Woolridge -  Cannonier
entered politics in late 2009.
He steered clear the island’s
then two main parties , the
PLP and the now defunct
UBP, and opted to join the
fledging Bermuda Democratic
Alliance (BDA).

Months later Cannonier
defeated Myron Piper and was
made leader of the BDA, a
position he held until the
party merged with most UBP
members who quit their party
to form the OBA in May
2011.

Soon after the merger,
Cannonier, then a senator,
defeated Bob Richards for
leadership of the new party.

BREAK
But he needed a seat in

the House of Assembly before
he could officially be sworn in
as Opposition leader. He got
the chance 12 months ago
when the OBA’s interim
leader John Barritt gave up
his seat in Devonshire South
Central. Cannonier duly won
the by-election and trounced
Richardson again last month.

Parliament will be recon-
vened in the new year with the
PLP back on the Opposition
benches after 14 years in
power. The PLP, meanwhile,
was scheduled to hold a spe-
cial delegates’ conference late
last month to elect a new
leader following the resigna-
tion of ex-Premier and
Finance Minister Paula Cox
after her shock defeat to new
OBA M.P. Glen Smith.

- Edited from CMC.
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Lennox and his Japanese wife Shiho.


