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Texas tycoon
R. Allen
Stanford,
whose finan-
cial empire
was based
in Antigua,
has been
sentenced to
110 years in

prison for masterminding a $7
billion Ponzi scheme over a 
20-year period, page 4.

The
Bahamas
Consulate
General in
the United
States has
announced
a series of
colorful and
exciting
events to
celebrate
this year’s
anniversary
of the country’s Independence
this month in Florida, page 11.

Caribbean tourism is facing
hurdles it must overcome to
remain competitive with world
markets. But how competitive
is the region’s economic
lifeblood?, page 15. (Jamaica
Tourist Board photograph.)
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~ Thousands of young, undocumented and
worried Caribbean immigrants in the United
States are in line to benefit from a new policy
by President Barack Obama that limits 
deportation, page 2.

~ Fans flocked to Florida to witness
two historic Twenty20 cricket
matches in the United States
between New Zealand and the 
West Indies. Led by Chris Gayle’s
explosive batting, the Caribbean
“home” team rolled over the 
visiting Kiwis, page 18.

See Caribbean Today’s Special
Independence feature inside.



WASHINGTON, D.C. -
President Barak Obama’s
immigration policy that could
benefit young Caribbean
nationals in the United States
may also pay off in key swing
areas in America’s 2012 elec-
tions, according to a new
opinion poll published here.

The poll, by the groups
Latino Decisions and
America’s Voice, also shows
Obama is up on presumptive
Republican challenger Mitt
Romney by 53 percent to 37
percent among Hispanics in
Florida.

Analysts say that advan-
tage, which has grown in
recent months, could give 
the incumbent president a
chance to win a state where 
he is widely being blamed 
for its economic woes.

The poll, released last
month, also shows that
Obama has opened up mas-
sive leads among Latinos in
three southwestern states
namely Colorado, Nevada and
Arizona.

In addition, he has a 59
percent to 28 percent advan-

tage over Romney in Virginia,
according to the poll.

Last month, Obama
defended his action in blocking
deportations of young illegal
Caribbean and other immi-
grants, blaming politics for
overall inaction on immigration.

He said his new policy is
not an “amnesty” but a short-
term measure that lifts “the
shadow of deportation, “call-
ing on lawmakers to pass the
DREAM Act, which would
provide a path to citizenship.”

- Edited from CMC.
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DAWN A. DAVIS

President Barack Obama’s
June 15 announcement
that the United States

will allow young, undocument-
ed immigrants two years work
authorization, is welcome news
to Caribbean-born U.S. resi-
dents who have been living
under the threat of deporta-
tion.

Eligibility for this tempo-
rary relief is specific, however.
To qualify, the undocumented
would have come to the U.S.
before age 16, been a resident
for at least five years, graduat-
ed from high school and cur-
rently enrolled in an educa-
tional program, no older than
30 and not been convicted of a
crime. If in the U.S. military,
they must also prove they were
honorably discharged.

The new policy is effec-
tive immediately. It also con-
firmed that individuals who are
already in removal proceed-
ings, and are eligible for the
“Deferred Action Process”,
may also be able to apply for
two-year work authorization.

Those eligible came to the
U.S. as young children, either
carrying false papers or simply
overstaying their visa expira-
tion dates. Many have gone
through elementary, high
school and college, but have
been sitting on a deportation
‘time bomb’ waiting to
explode.

The new U.S. policy gives
these young people time, per-
haps enough benefit from a
comprehensive illegal immigra-
tion reform in the future.
Official estimates are that
about 800,000 young people
may be affected now.

New Jersey-based immi-
gration attorney Joan O.
Pinnock, whose client list
includes mainly Jamaicans,
said since the announcement

she has consulted with families
eager to get legal status for
their children.

“Already started the ball
rolling preparing cases for
these kids,” explained Pinnock.
“And once they get approved

it’s going to be such an amaz-
ing opportunity for them to be
able to stay in this country
regardless of how they
entered.”

OPTION
She said many young peo-

ple are top graduates with aspi-
rations to attend college, but,
before the new policy, could
not advance because there was
no legal provision to enable
them.

“Obviously it’s not the
DREAM Act that I hoped
many months ago would have
passed, but it is going to aid
our children in such a major
way by allowing them to con-
tinue their education,” said
Pinnock.

“I am hoping that immi-
gration reform will follow so
that adults who are here in the
U.S. and don’t have legal status
will be able to benefit later in
the future.”

Like Pinnock, other immi-
gration activists are grateful for
this first step. But they are
demanding more.

“We, in collaboration with
other organizations, will con-
tinue to organize locally and

nationally for the full passage
of the DREAM Act, not only
to allow these kids to continue
with their education, but also
to trail-blaze a path for citizen-
ship...so that our youngsters,
our future, can partake in the

social, political, and economic
development of this great
nation, which they consider
their own,” said Marleine
Bastien, executive director of
Haitian Women of Miami and
chairperson of the Haitian
Immigrant Coalition.

Obama’s move came after
the DREAM Act failed to
pass the U.S. Senate in 2010.
The 2011 version, which is still
languishing in American
Congress, would grant residen-
cy status to immigrant children
who came to the U.S. before
age 16, lived in the this country
for at least five years, graduat-
ed high school, and deemed to
have “good moral character”.

Like Pinnock, Bastien
explained that many young
undocumented immigrants are
unaware of their status. Part of
the push is to educate
Caribbean immigrants about
the benefits this initiative will
afford them. Bastien applaud-
ed Obama for “his courage,”
but warned that Haitians are
not satisfied.

“Despite having a black
president in the White House
we are still being treated as
second class citizens,” she said.
“We are still facing discrimina-
tion. President Obama
approved the Cuban Family
Reunification Parole and
Cubans do not even vote for
him. The Haitians, who have
been out en masse to support
him, he’s been ignoring us for
twenty-nine long months. We
want to tell him that we cannot
be ignored anymore for our
votes matter.”

INSULT
T. Willard Fair, president

and chief executive officer of
the Urban League of Greater
Miami, is wary of Obama’s
new policy. He too believes
immigrant communities other
than those with mostly blacks
have benefited more from
“economic parity.

“It’s a political ploy,” Fair
said. “I am insulted, for

New U.S. immigration policy
may aid Obama’s re-election

A first step for undocumented Caribbean people
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NEW YORK – After the
eastern seaboard state of
Maryland set up a Caribbean
Affairs Commission, chaired
by a former Jamaican diplo-
mat, a group here calling 
itself “Friends of Caribbean
Americans” has urged New
York Governor Andrew
Cuomo to form a similar com-
mission.

The group is also calling
for the formation of a similar
commission in other states.

In a letter to Cuomo,
Guyanese Zamal Sankar, a
community organizer and the
group’s leader, said he was
writing on behalf of an esti-
mated 500,000 Caribbean
Americans whom he claimed
live in the New York state.

“We would like to prompt
your attention to the recent
initiative which was taken in
the State of Maryland: the
creation of Caribbean Affairs
Commission by Governor
Martin O’Malley”, Sankar
wrote.

“We feel that such a com-
mission in your administration
would positively enhance 
your programs of develop-
ment and build closer ties to
the Caribbean region”, added
Sankar in the letter, which was
copied to Caribbean legisla-
tors and prominent communi-

ty figures here last month.

LINK
He said two-way trade

with the Caribbean, small
business development and cul-
ture awareness, among other
things, serve as a vital link to
the West Indian community.

“You have marched with
us on Labor Day on Eastern
Parkway, Brooklyn, (and)

understand our need to be at
the table where important
decisions are being made”,
Sankar wrote.

“Today, we strongly urge
you to consider the positive
impact and political good 
will that your administration
would receive by such an
action”.

On June 12, O’Malley
appointed Curtis Ward,

Jamaica’s former United
Nations ambassador and
deputy permanent representa-
tive to the U.N. Security
Council, to chair the first
Commission on Caribbean
Affairs in Maryland’s history.
Ward, who resides in
Montgomery County that
skirts Washington D.C., is 
also a former expert adviser 
to the U.N. Security Council
Counter-Terrorism
Committee.

O’Malley was joined in
the signing ceremony by
Lieutenant Governor
Anthony Brown, whose father
was Jamaican.

REPRESENTATION
O’Malley said the nine-

member commission will
advise him on issues affecting
the Caribbean community,
including healthcare, business,
workforce and economic
development. He said the
interview process is still under-
way for the remaining mem-
bers of the commission, adding
that the membership will
reflect the diverse ancestry
and national origins of the
state’s Caribbean community,
and will provide statewide rep-
resentation from different geo-
graphic regions.

O’Malley said Jessy

Mejia, who sits on the the
Governor’s Commission on
Hispanic Affairs, is to serve as
assistant director of the
Caribbean commission.

According to the 2008-
2010 American Community
Survey, close to 60,000
Caribbean nationals now call
Maryland home.

“In Maryland, we are
blessed to have a vibrant
Caribbean community that’s
thriving, growing and helping
our State move forward every
day,” O’Malley said.

“To better serve this com-
munity, we have chosen –
together with Lieutenant
Governor Brown – to create a
dedicated commission to focus
on the specific needs of the
Caribbean Americans in
Maryland.

“We will focus our work in
this new commission on com-
munity development issues,
and our commissioners will
serve as advisors on all issues
related to the Caribbean com-
munity.”

Brown’s father came to
America from Jamaica to
escape poverty, the statement
said, adding that he was able
to receive a high quality edu-
cation and become a doctor,

‘Friends’ urge set-up of Caribbean affairs commissions across U.S.
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HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
– An American Ponzi scheme
operator in cahoots with a
Bermudian, who wired his ill-
gotten gains to the island, has
been jailed for six years in the
United States, media here
reported last month.

Daniel Two Feathers must
also repay his victims more
than $2.4 million, U.S. District
Judge Donald Molloy ruled at
sentencing.

Two Feathers, 56, of
Hamilton, Montana, admitted
running a scam conning cash
out of investors, including $1.1
million through a front com-
pany which had accounts at
the Bank of Bermuda.

Montana State Auditor’s
Office had previously told
how Bermudian businessman
Andre Curtis helped run the
scheme, in which people were
falsely promised huge returns
on their investments.

U.S. Attorney Michael
Cotter, of the Department 
of Justice, welcomed Two
Feathers’s sentencing and
urged investors to be wary 
of such scams.

“It remains a sorrowful
reality, however, that his vic-
tims were gulled into parting
with hundreds of thousands of
dollars and suffered severe
financial loss,” Cotter said in a
statement.

“We cannot over-empha-
size the importance of vigi-

lance in financial transactions
that sound too good to be
true. They usually are.”

SCAM
Two Feathers netted $1.1

million between August and
Sept. 2008 by telling investors
he was running a program
producing large rates of 
return buying and selling 
U.S. Treasury bonds.

Montana’s deputy security
commissioner Lynne Egan has
said Curtis, the Progressive
Labour Party’s campaign man-
ager for then-Premier Ewart
Brown during the 2007 gener-
al elections, helped operate
the scheme by falsely promis-
ing investors the purchase of
bonds would result in double
and triple digit rates of return.

Two Feathers pleaded
guilty to conspiracy to commit
investment fraud, investment
fraud, receipt of stolen prop-
erty in interstate commerce
and money laundering.

Curtis was previously
fined $335,000 by the
Montana Commissioner for
helping run the Ponzi scheme,
and jailed for 15 months by
the Bermuda courts for oper-
ating an unlicensed invest-
ment business. He has not
been charged by the federal
courts.

- Edited from CMC.
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serving some of the communi-
ty’s poorest residents.

In creating the Governor’s

Commission on Caribbean
Affairs, the O’Malley-Brown
administration said it wants to
emphasize its commitment to
the Caribbean people of
Maryland.

APPEAL
To ensure that matters of

importance to the community
are addressed by the highest
levels of government, the
commission will be housed in
the Governor’s Office of
Community Initiatives.

Sankar told the Caribbean
Media Corporation that
“Friends of Caribbean
Americans” is appealing to
the community to support the
initiative.  

“We are encouraging 
our elected officials, civic and
religious leaders to lend their
voices to this effort,” he said.

“In the spirit of Marcus
Garvey (Jamaican national
hero) and Bob Marley
(Jamaican legendary reggae
super star) let us show the love
– One Love, One Caribbean.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

HOUSTON, Texas – Texas
tycoon R. Allen Stanford,
whose financial empire was
based in Antigua, has been
sentenced to 110 years in
prison for masterminding a $7
billion Ponzi scheme over a
20-year-period.

United States District
Judge David Hittner handed
down the sentence at a hear-
ing last month in which two
victims of the scheme spoke
on behalf of Stanford’s
investors about the impact of
the fraud on their lives.

Federal prosecutors had
asked that Stanford be sen-
tenced to 230 years in prison,

the maximum sentence possi-
ble, after a jury convicted the
one-time billionaire in March
on 13 of 14 fraud-related

counts.
The 62-year-old, who

bankrolled the lucrative
Stanford Twenty20 cricket
tournament in the Caribbean,
was found guilty of 13 felony
counts of fraud and conspiracy
after using his Stanford
International Bank (SIB) in
Antigua to underwrite the
scheme in which money con-
tributed by new investors was
used to repay expected
returns to older accounts.

Stanford’s convictions 
on conspiracy, wire and mail
fraud charges followed a
seven-week trial.

Æ

American gets six years in prison
for Ponzi scheme with Bermudian 

‘Friends’ urge set up of Caribbean
affairs commissions across U.S.

Stanford gets 110 years in U.S. prison
for fraud in Antigua-based Ponzi scheme

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
United States Department of
Justice has confirmed that
Laura Pendergest-Holt, the
former chief investment offi-
cer for jailed Texas financier
Allen Stanford, has pleaded
guilty to obstructing a U.S.
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) investiga-
tion into the Antigua-based
Stanford International Bank
(SIB).

The department said
Holt, 38, entered her guilty
plea last month before U.S.
District Judge David Hittner
in Houston, Texas.

A plea agreement was
also filed with the court, the
statement said. If the agree-
ment is accepted by the court
at Holt’s Sept. 13, sentencing,

“it will result in a sentence 
of 36 months in prison fol-
lowed by three years of super-
vised release,” the Justice
Department said, adding that
Holt would also be subject to
a fine of up to $250,000.

In Jan. 2009, the Justice
Department said the SEC
sought testimony and docu-
ments related to SIB’s entire
investment portfolio. 

INCAPABLE
During her guilty plea, 

it said Holt admitted that
“despite knowing that she was
incapable of testifying about
the vast majority of that port-
folio,” she agreed to testify
before the SEC.

In addition to Stanford
and Holt, the Justice

Department said a grand jury
in the Southern District of
Texas previously indicted
additional co-conspirators,
James Davis, who was
Stanford’s chief financial offi-
cer; former chief accounting
officer Gilberto Lopez; former
controller Mark Kuhrt and
former head of the Antiguan
Financial Services Regulatory
Commission Leroy King. 

Stanford has been sen-
tenced to 110 years in prison
for masterminding a “mas-
sive” $7 billion Ponzi scheme
involving high-yield certifi-
cates of deposit at his SIB.
Davis previously pleaded
guilty and faces up to 30 
years in prison, the Justice
Department said. It said the
cases against the remaining
defendants are still pending.

- Edited from CMC.
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…Ex-aide pleads guilty to obstruction of justice
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NEW YORK – A New York
Police Department (NYPD)
officer has been charged in the
killing of a Jamaican youth, 19-
year-old Ramarley Graham, in
his Bronx, New York home on
Feb. 2.

Officer Richard Haste, 
31, pleaded not guilty to
manslaughter charges last
month at his arraignment in
Bronx Criminal Court.

Haste was granted bail at
$50,000. His fellow officers
cheered as he appeared for the
hearing, but Graham’s family,
their lawyer and demonstrators
expressed outrage over the law-
men’s action.

“There is nothing to cheer
here,” said lawyer Jeffrey
Emdin. “A young man lost his
life, and that is the man who
took that life.  It puts salt in the
wounds.”

Demonstrators chanted,
“NYPD, KKK (in reference to
the white supremacist group,
Ku Klux Klan), how many kids
did you kill today?” in response
to the officers’ clapping.

During the arraignment,
Bronx prosecutor Donald
Levin said Haste’s decision to
fire a single fatal shot into
Graham was “neither reason-
able nor justifiable.”

BOXED IN
Levin said Haste “stood

face to face with Ramarley
Graham,” his weapon pointed
directly at the teen, whose

grandmother and six-year-old
brother were nearby.

“Ramarley Graham was
boxed in the bathroom. He had
nowhere to go,” Levin said.
“Ramarley was looking at the
barrel, the muzzle of the gun.
Then Officer Haste consciously
and deliberately pulled the trig-
ger, shooting Ramarley Graham
and causing his death,” he added.

Defense attorney Stuart
London said Haste, an ex-
marine, believed he was about
to die when he pulled the trig-
ger.

“When he woke up that
morning, he had no intention to
fire his weapon at all,” said
London, stating that Graham
ignored orders to show his
hands. “He had no choice but
to fire.”

Graham’s father, Jamaican
Franclot Graham, said he was
still stunned by the killing.

“I keep asking, ‘Why?
Why? Why did he kill my son’”
he said, crying.

Police said Haste had
chased Graham into his apart-
ment after hearing reports via
police radio that the youth drug
suspect had a gun in his waist-
band. Cops said Graham ran
when ordered to stop, but sur-
veillance video showed him
walking inside his home before
plainclothes cops tried to kick
their way into the apartment.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

NEW YORK – An unarmed
Trinidadian woman was shot
dead by a New York Police
Department (NYPD) officer,
sparking outrage in the
Caribbean American communi-
ty here last month.

Shantel Davis, 23, was shot
in the chest on June 14 during
what police described as a “wild
struggle” after she tried to drive
away from a car collision on
Church Avenue in Brooklyn,
New York.   

Jamaican Nick Perry, a
New York state assemblyman,
said the shooting appeared
“questionable.

“I am seriously concerned
that the police may have not
acted with good judgment,” said
Perry, who represents the 58th
Assembly District in Brooklyn.

He added that he was con-
cerned about the circumstances
of Davis’s death “because the
investigation I have seems to
suggest this woman was not a
threat.”

COPS’ CLAIM
Police admitted that no gun

was found on Davis after she
was shot dead. But they claim
her arrest record - which includ-
ed robbery and drug busts -
shows she was no stranger to
run-ins with the law.

Davis was due in court
June 15 on charges stemming
from an attack in April 2011 -
when she and others allegedly
held a man hostage as they
robbed his Brooklyn apartment,
court papers show. She was out
on $25,000 bail, police said,
when two narcotics cops saw
her run a red light and start
speeding down Church Avenue.

Two plainclothes officers,
identified as Detective Phillip
Atkins, 44, and Police Officer
Daniel Guida, 27, began to fol-
low Davis in their unmarked car
as she sped through a series of
red lights before she crashed,
police said.

Police said Davis was driv-
ing a 1998 Toyota Camry that
she allegedly stole the week
before.

- Edited from CMC.
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC – A new version of the
Haitian Constitution – includ-
ing an unprecedented quota
for women in government, the
creation of a permanent elec-
tions commission and a new
definition of what makes a
Haitian national - passed by
lawmakers more than a year
ago is finally to be made legal,
President Michel Martelly said
last month.

Flanked by the head of
the Haitian Supreme Court,
the presidents of both cham-
bers of Parliament and mem-
bers of the foreign diplomatic
corps, Martelly told reporters
here that he will publish the
amendments to Haiti’s 1987
constitution that underwent
reform before he took office
on May 14, 2011.

Martelly had later
annulled the amendments
after some lawmakers said

what was ultimately published
was not what they voted on.

“Today is an important
day,” said Martelly in making
the announcement shortly
before leaving Haiti for Brazil
to join more than 100 world
leaders and environmentalists

at the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable
Development, referred to as
Rio+20. “The three branches
of power will advance togeth-
er.”

Æ

N.Y. cop charged in shooting
death of 19-year-old Jamaican

Unarmed Trinidadian woman
shot dead by New York police

Women to get unprecedented power in Haiti

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Stepping up the bid to win the
hearts and minds of Cubans,
the United States’
Department of State has
increased funding for technol-
ogy in its “digital democracy”
programs.

In confirming the foreign
policy agency’s latest move,
Mark Lopes, deputy assistant
administrator for Latin
American and the Caribbean
at the U.S. Agency for
International Development
(USAID), said: “In spirit and
in money, there’s an uptick” in
spending for technology to
increase the flow of “uncen-
sored information” to and
from the socialist-ruled island.

But Lopes said it is diffi-
cult to quantify the annual
increase in technology funding
because of the multi-year
nature of the programs, which
have a total of $20 million to
spend in the fiscal year that
ends Sept. 30.

U.S. Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton has led a cam-
paign to support global
Internet freedom in order to
accelerate “political, social
and economic change.

“From sports scores to
international headlines, the
Cuban people should be able
to pursue their thirst for
uncensored information like
any other citizen in the
Americas,” Lopes said.

Cuba has outlawed the
democracy programs as “sub-
versive”.

U.S. government subcon-
tractor Alan Gross is serving a
15-year prison sentence for
delivering three unregistered
satellite phones to the island’s
Jewish community.

‘DIGITAL DEMOCRACY’
The State Department

said USAID’s Bureau of Latin
America and the Caribbean
will spend $4 million on a
“digital democracy” program
to encourage the use of “inno-
vative technology to increase

the flow of uncensored infor-
mation to, from and within
the island.”

In order to avert another
Alan Gross-type fiasco, Lopes
said the program will not use
sophisticated equipment like
satellite phones, using only
items available on the social-
ist-run island like computers,
DVDs, thumb drives and cel-
lular telephones.

The State Department
also disclosed that it has allo-
cated $1.53 million to increase
Cubans’ access to uncensored
information through “long-dis-
tance training on basic infor-
mation technology skills”. It
said the funds also “will sup-
port the purchase of basic
information technology sup-
plies and provide material sup-
port for human rights activi-
ties, independent journalists
and independent libraries on
the island”.

Æ

PARAMARIBO, Suriname –
The United States-based com-
pany Chevron says it is joined
with another American firm,
that has production sharing
contracts with the state oil
company Staatsolie, in search-
ing for oil off the coast of
Suriname.

Chevron said that under
the agreement with Kosmos
Energy, it retains a 50 percent
working interest until the end
of the exploration phase and
will assume full control fol-
lowing any commercial discov-
eries. First drilling is planned
for 2014.

Kosmos Energy signed

production sharing contracts
with Staatsolie in Dec. 2011,
for two blocks covering a total
area of nearly three million
gross acres, in water depths of
between 650 feet and 8,500
feet.

“We are very pleased to
participate in Suriname’s
emerging energy sector,” said
Ali Moshiri, president of
Chevron Africa and Latin
America Exploration and
Production Company, adding
“these blocks will expand our
exploration portfolio in Latin
America.”

Chevron is not the first
multinational company to

explore for oil in the Guyana-
Suriname border. Last
February, Canada based 
CGX, which shares the
“Georgetown Petroleum
Prospecting License” with the
London-listed Tullow Oil, a
division of Argentina’s YPF,
and Spain’s Repsol, started
drilling off the coast of
Guyana.

In September last year, Tullow
Oil announced it had made an
oil discovery off the coast of
French Guiana.

- Edited from CMC.
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U.S. boosts funding for Cuban digital information flow

U.S. company joins hunt for oil off Suriname’s coast
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NEW YORK – Lawmakers
representing large Caribbean
communities in the United
States have welcomed a deci-
sion by the administration of
American President Barack
Obama not to deport most
young illegal and other immi-
grants who came to the U.S.
from the region.

The U.S. will no longer
seek the deportation of illegal
immigrants who were brought
to the country as children, and
would instead permit them to
apply for work permits if they
meet certain criteria.

“(This) news is an open
embrace from our country to
about 800,000 immigrant

youth who proudly call
America home,” Grenadian
American Jumaane Williams,
a New York city councilor
who represents the largely
Caribbean 45th Council
District in Brooklyn, told 
the Caribbean Media
Corporation.

CONCERN
Williams said that he had

been particularly concerned
about the status of the chil-
dren of Caribbean teachers
brought to New York City a
decade ago to address a
teacher shortage.

“My hope is that this 
policy will address their needs
as well,” Williams said.

He and other Caribbean
American lawmakers at local,
state and federal levels also
support the passage of
Obama’s DREAM Act, a
comprehensive bill to reform
immigration that has stalled in
the U.S. Congress due to
Republican objections.
Williams said that in making
the executive order on June
15, “President Obama has

answered the call of the
DREAMers, and we are a
stronger nation thanks to it.”

SUPPORT
Two other Caribbean 

legislators welcomed
Washington’ s decision.
Caribbean American
Congresswoman Yvette
Clarke, the daughter of
Jamaican immigrants, said the
new policy “constitutes an
important start to fixing an
immigration system that does-

n’t work for anyone.”
She said it will assist 

thousands of immigrants in
her primarily Caribbean 
11th Congressional District 
in Brooklyn whose families,
she said, include “citizens and
legal residents, documented
and undocumented.”

Dr. Mathieu Eugene, the
first-ever Haitian to be elect-
ed to the New York City
Council, also praised Obama.

“This decision will impact
the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of immigrants and their
families across the United
States, including many people
living in the community I
proudly serve,” the represen-
tative for the predominantly
Caribbean 40th Council
District in Brooklyn told
CMC.

“…I believe this is a 
win-win situation for younger
immigrants and their families,
as well as for all New
Yorkers,” Eugene said.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

(Obama) to even talk about
doing this three months before
the election.”

But Robert Runcie, a
Jamaican native and superin-
tendent of Broward County
Public Schools, welcomes the
president’s pol-
icy.

“I
absolutely
believe it’s the
right thing to
do,” said
Runcie. “You
have students
going through
our school sys-
tem that have been here for
quite a while...They share the
same values and interests as
every other American. I think
we need to find a way to help

these students because at the
end of the day, everyone that’s
here in America was an immi-
grant at some point...We all
came from other countries
around the world, that’s what
makes America great.”

Advocates for immigrant
justice are speaking with one
voice.

“The Caribbean is one
people many nations,” said
Jean-Robert Lafortune, 
chairman and CEO of the
Haitian American Grassroots
Coalition. “We have to create
a common destiny whether it 
is Haiti, Trinidad, Jamaica, or
any other country. We will
keep the struggle alive.”

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Caribbean reps welcome U.S. decision to stop deporting some illegal immigrants

A first step for undocumented Caribbean people

6A • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  JULY 2012

NEWS

595 EXPRESS BUS SERVICE 
EASES COMMUTE TO 

DOWNTOWN MIAMI AND 
FORT LAUDERDALE

Imagine texting the whole way to work. Or reading a great novel. Or how about sleep-
ing? Sound dangerous? Not if you ride the new 595 Express Bus from the BankAtlan-
tic Center park-and-ride in Sunrise to downtown Miami/Brickell Avenue and down-
town Fort Lauderdale.

Jacqueline Binns is thrilled with her new commute. “The 595 Express Bus is beyond 
what I expected,” said Binns, who lives in Weston and works in downtown Fort Lau-
derdale. “Driving more than 50 miles a day adds up. With the 595 Express Bus I not 
only save money on gas, parking, and car expenses, but I can also get a jumpstart on 
my work day using the free Wi-Fi.”

Funded by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) with services provided 
by Broward County Transit (BCT), the 595 Express Bus runs every 30 minutes on 

communication equipment.

“Think of the 595 Express Bus as the ultimate hands-free device,” said Jeremy Mull-

And, with the cost of commuting as high as it is, riding the 595 Express Bus has never 
made more sense for residents commuting from Western Broward.”

downtown Fort Lauderdale. BCT is also offering a Premium 31-Day Bus Pass for $85 
that includes unlimited rides on both express and regular bus service and a Premium 

For details on the service, including route maps and schedules, visit 
www.595ExpressBus.com or call BCT Customer Service at 954-357-8400 (TTY: 
954-357-8302).

595 EXPRES   
CO  EASES 

OW  DOWNT
 LATFORRT

VI   SS BUS SER   RVICE 
O OMMUTE T

MIAMI AN  WN 
 AUDERDALE

ICE 
O 

 ND 
 LATFORRT AUDERDALE

ing? Sound dangerous? Not if you ri         

town Fort Lauderdale.

J li  Bi  i  th ill d ith h          

Imagine texting the whole way to work. Or reading a great novel. Or how about sleep
      ide the new 595 Express Bus from the BankAtlan

venue  AAvenue and down

       t  “The 595 Express Bus is beyond 

      ork. Or reading a great novel. Or how about sleep-
              BankAtlan-

 and down-

            i  b d 

              about sleep

Jacqueline Binns is thrilled with her new commute. “The 595 Express Bus is beyond 
what I expected,” said Binns, who li   
derdale. “Driving more than 50 miles a day adds up. 
only save money on gas, parking, and car expenses, but I can also get a jumpstart on 

i-Fi.”Wmy work day using the free 

Funded by the Florida Department of 
ransit (BCT), the 595 Express Bus runs every 30 minutes on Tr            by Broward County 

communication equipment.

th  as Bus Express 595 the of “Think 

     r new commute. “The 595 Express Bus is beyond 
eston and works in downtown  WWeston and works in downtown Fort Lau      ives in 

ith the 595 Express Bus I not W     es a day adds up. 
      nd car expenses, but I can also get a jumpstart on 

ransportation (FDOT) with services provided TTransportation (FDOT) with services provided      of 
 , the 595 Express Bus runs every 30 minutes on 

Jer  said device,” hands-free ultimate he 

           s is beyond 
    n Fort Lau-

   s Bus I not 
               umpstart on 

   es provided 
         minutes on 

Mullremy -

And, with the cost of commuting as high as it is, riding the 595 Express Bus has never 
made more sense for residents comm   

 is  downtown Fort Lauderdale. BCT
that includes unlimited rides on both         

For details on the service, in       
   wwww.595ExpressBus.com or call BCT.595ExpressBus.com

954-357-8302).

       high as it is, riding the 595 Express Bus has never 
estern Broward.”WWestern Broward.”     muting from 

fering a Premium 31-Day Bus Pass for $85   also of   ffering a Premium 31-Day Bus Pass for $85 
     h express and regular bus service and a Premium 

     ncluding route maps and schedules, visit 
 Customer Service at    BCT 954-357-84  

               us has never 

     Pass for $85 
            a Premium 

         ules, visit 
: 400 (TTY

SOME STATISTICS
According to Department of
Homeland Security’s Population
Estimates of Unauthorized
Immigrant Population living in the
United States, there were approx-
imately 10.8 million in Jan. 2010.
One percent of the total were
under 18 years, 12 percent were
18 to 14, while 35 percent were
25 to 34. The report, dated Feb.
2011, highlights a downward
trend in the total population, as
estimates for Jan. 2007 was 11.8
million.

Although it’s difficult to deter-
mine the cause of the decrease, it
stands to reason that the coun-
try’s economic crisis may have
played a part. A weakening dollar,
high unemployment and a
strained jobs market, and lack of
affordable housing perhaps com-
bined to keep potential illegal res-
idents away.

The imposition of more
aggressive state-sponsored
immigration laws may also have
been a deterrent for illegal immi-
grants. Arizona is a prime exam-
ple of territories giving their
police broader powers to stop,
search and question those they
suspect may have entered the
U.S. illegally.

Of the 10.8 million, 8.6 mil-
lion of those were said to origi-
nate from the Caribbean, and
Central America. The number of
immigrants is further broken
down by country of birth.
However, the Caribbean is not
specifically listed, one can reason
those numbers fall under ‘Other
Countries’, which account for 1.6
million.

(Continued from page 2a)
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ST. PAUL,
Minnesota -
Jamaican deejay
Busy Signal is set to
face trial here next
month for fleeing a
decade ago to avoid a
drug trial.

United States
Chief Magistrate
Judge Arthur Boylan
set Aug. 27, 2012 as
the date for the com-
mencement of the
trial before Judge
Donovan W. Frank in
Courtroom 7C, at
316 N. Robert Street.

On June 26 Busy
Signal, born
Glendale Gordon,
pleaded not guilty to
one count of failure
to appear in court
and waived the read-
ing of the indictment. He was
ordered detained pending his
trial.

Busy Signal was charged
in Feb. 2002 with two counts

related to cocaine trafficking.
He fled before his trial was to
begin in Minnesota and was a
fugitive for the past decade,
Assistant U.S. Attorney

Andrew Dunn said in court.

FIVE YEARS
The entertainer could face

up to five years in prison if
convicted on that count. A
hearing on all motions will be
held before U.S. Magistrate
Judge Franklin L. Noel on
July 18, 2012.

In May, Busy Signal was
detained by authorities in
London who suspected he was
traveling with false documents,
including a passport that listed
a different name. He was
allowed to fly to Kingston,
Jamaica, and was arrested at
the airport there by U.S. mar-
shals and waived his right to
an extradition hearing.

Meanwhile, reports indi-
cate that his “Reggae Music
Again” album has started to
pick up sales despite his ongo-
ing legal battles.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Cops warn against large banking transactions in JA

NEW YORK – Jamaica’s
Prime Minister Portia Simpson
Miller will be the guest of

honor at the Jamaica’s 50th
Independence anniversary
gala here next month, accord-
ing to organizers.

“We are honored that The
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister will
join fellow Jamaicans and well-
wishers to celebrate this his-

toric milestone in New York,”
said Paulette Willoughby, 
chair of The Jamaican
Independence Celebration
Foundation, which collaborat-
ed with the New York
Consulate General of Jamaica
in organizing the event.

“This golden anniversary
of Independence is not only a
moment to join together to
look back on our journey and
accomplishments, but to sup-
port our forward momentum
as a people for the next fifty
years,” she added.

Willoughby said the 50th
Independence Gala will be
held on Aug.18.

Meantime, New York
City’s Chapter of InterNations,
a global network of expatriates
who promote cultural experi-
ences, has partnered with the
Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB)
in celebrating the event.

The public event show-
cased elements of the island’s
culture and featured Jamaica-
themed raffle prizes.

Caribbean Today’s special
Jamaica Independence supple-
ment is included in this issue.

Æ

Jamaica’s P.M. guest of honor
at N.Y. 50th Independence gala

Deejay Busy Signal’s trial set for August in U.S.
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KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
The Jamaica police have
warned people against allow-
ing other persons to use their
bank accounts to facilitate the
movement of large sums of
money.

Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP) Devon
Watkis said that Jamaica is
signatory to several interna-
tional conventions, which seek
to combat money laundering
and those people who allow
their accounts to be used
could face charges.

“All of those conventions
bring some obligation on
Jamaica and the financial sys-
tem, which transmits to the
responsibility of the individual

citizen,” he said.
“It means that all banks

are required to know who they
are doing business with. If you
are a person who joined the
bank on the basis that you are
earning J$10 (US$0.11 cents) a
week…and all of a sudden you
start using your bank account
to facilitate J$200,000
(US$2,284) that would indi-
cate a red flag, and the bank-
ing sector has a duty by law to
make a report,” he said.

BE SKEPTICAL
Watkis said that people

should be very skeptical when
asked to have their accounts
used by other persons other
than a signatory.

“When you open your
bank account, the intention is,
you are entering into a rela-
tionship with the institution
for you, or the other signatory
on the account,” he explained.
“For you to use it to facilitate
others, you are exposing your-
self to serious charges; you are
exposing the institution to
charges.

“Your activity could be
deemed as aiding and facilitat-
ing, conspiring; all those are
serious charges...Worldwide,
the financial institutions are
called upon to police the sys-
tem.”

- Edited from CMC.
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Busy Signal

Simpson Miller

“This golden anniversary of
Independence…is to sup-
port our forward momentum
as a people for the next 50
years”



CASTRIES, St. Lucia –
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) leaders met ear-
lier this month in St. Lucia for
their annual summit with for-
eign policy coordination top-
ping the agenda of their three-
day deliberations.

Host Prime Minister Dr.
Kenny Anthony, whose St.
Lucia Labour Party (SLP)
won the Nov. 2011 general
elections, took over the chair-
manship of the 15-member
regional integration move-
ment from Suriname’s
President Desi Bouterse for
the next six months. He has
already made it known that
the development of a foreign
policy is something that he
will be leading in terms of his
chairmanship.

A statement issued by the
Guyana-based CARICOM
Secretariat said that the lead-
ers would examining the
thrust of the community’s for-
eign policy approach given the
on-going changes in global
political and economic circum-
stances.

“These changes pose chal-
lenges to the continuing devel-
opment of the community as
well as for the practice of the
community’s external and
political relations.  However,
they also create opportunities
that can be exploited to the
benefit of the community”, it
noted.

Dr. Mohammed Ibn
Chambas, secretary general of
the African Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) grouping, along
with his counterparts from the

Commonwealth Secretariat
Kamalesh Sharma and the
Organization of American
States (OAS) José Miguel
Insulza were scheduled to
meet with the leaders in the
northern town of Gros-Islet.

‘ASSURANCE’
Last month the European

Union assured the ACP coun-
tries that it would not reduce
its level of assistance to them,
despite the ongoing Eurozone
economic crisis and fears by
the developing countries of a
loss in access to European
markets after 2014.

“It is fair to say that the
European Union is experienc-
ing an unprecedented eco-
nomic and financial crisis,”
Christian Friis Bach, president
of the European Council, told
the 37th session of the Joint
ACP-EU Council of Ministers
meeting in Vanuata recently.

“Nevertheless, I am glad

to underline that the
E.U. has maintained its
position as the biggest
global donor for official
development assistance,” 

However, Bach also
made it clear that
Europe was developing a
new paradigm as out-
lined in the E.U. docu-
ment, titled “Increasing
the Impact of EU
Development Policy: An
Agenda for Change”,
which sets out new direc-
tions on how to better
address new challenges
to development coopera-
tion and deliver greater
impact.

TRADE
Trade matters among the

15-member grouping are also
expected to feature at the
summit with Jamaica recently
raising again the issue of
unfair subsidies to Trinidad
and Tobago manufacturers.
That country’s Opposition
spokesman on industry Karl
Samuda told Parliament
recently that Kingston isn’t
really benefiting from CARI-
COM and urged that a deci-
sion about leaving the bloc be
made in the near future.

But CARICOM Secretary
General Irwin LaRocque,
scheduled to attend his first
full-fledged summit since his
appointment last August, said
at the end of his visit to
Jamaica last month that the
single most important reason
for keeping CARICOM alive
is to serve the development of

the region.
“It can’t be anything but

that,” he said, adding that
Jamaica can’t survive on its
own and, as such, he doesn’t
foresee the country pulling
out of the regional integration
movement.

But he also acknowledged
that “the issues that Jamaica
has raised need very real
attention.”

OPTIMISM
Guyana’s President

Donald Ramotar, making his
debut appearance at the full-
fledged summit, is optimistic
and hopeful that the momen-
tum towards regional integra-
tion will accelerate despite
what he described as frustra-
tion by some at the pace of
the process.

“I still think that we have
covered some distance from
that time and hopefully in this
international atmosphere of
globalization, that that pace
will pick up,” he said prior to
leaving Georgetown.

The much-heralded
CARICOM Single Market
and Economy (CSME) that
allows for the free movement
of people, goods, skill and
services across the region, but
hampered by various bottle-
necks, will again be a matter
on the agenda, even though
the leaders at their last sum-
mit in St. Kitts agreed that
there was need for a re-think-
ing of some aspects of the ini-
tiative.

LaRocque admitted “a lot
of time and energy, mental
and physical, has been invest-
ed by this community in build-
ing this enterprise. Much
progress has been made but I
will admit we have a way to
go still.”

The leaders were sched-
uled to review a report from
the recent Prime Ministerial
Sub-Committee on the
CSME.

In addition, the summit
was also scheduled to discuss
the on-going reform process
within CARICOM, develop-

ments in Haiti, which still
recovering from the 2010
earthquake that killed an
estimated 300,000 people and
left more than a million
homeless, and the Trinidad-
based Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ).

- Edited from CMC.
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Foreign policy tops agenda at summit of Caribbean leaders in St. Lucia
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White babies are no
longer a majority of
new births, according

to the Census Bureau in the
United States. America is qui-
etly “browning”, it is said, like
dinner rolls in a warm oven.
Yet, such change does not
come without
resistance
from those
who prefer to
remain
unbaked.

White
supremacist
groups have
been having a
“meltdown,”
says Mark
Potok of the
Southern
Poverty Law Center, which
monitors hate groups. In an
ABC News report, he called
the demographic trend “the
single most important driver in
the growth of hate groups and
extremist groups over the last
few years.”

To the haters and the
racially paranoid, even U.S.
President Barack Obama’s his-
toric election is just another
one more piece of mounting
evidence that whites are losing
their majority in America’s
population. The Census Bureau
now expects the nation will
have no racial majority in 2042.

OPPOSING VISIONS
Two opposing visions

shape our national debate
about this demographic devel-
opment, which largely has been
driven by immigration trends.
One fears that dramatic cultur-
al change will tear the nation
apart. The more hopeful view
sees our younger generations,
unburdened by historical bag-
gage, leading America to a
transformative integrated and
post-racial era.

The truth probably lies in
between those two scenarios.
Today’s immigrants are assimi-
lating over time in much the
same way as earlier genera-
tions, driven by the traditional
American dream of opportuni-
ty and upward mobility. But I
don’t expect ethno-cultural dif-
ferences to lose all value.

Our traditional melting pot
always has been more of a mul-
ligan stew or a stir-fry, balanc-
ing respect for ethnic traditions
while united in a sense of com-

mon purpose. Our challenge
for the future, as in the past, is
how we can make that stew
work for everybody and keep
the pot from boiling over.

COMPLICATION
The element of race adds a

new complication to assimila-
tion in a country that seldom
has undertaken racial change
easily. As much as Americans
have benefited from a national
identity that is based on ideas,
not a single racial or ethnic
tribe, white supremacy was
imbedded in law for most of
our history. Every naturaliza-
tion act from 1790 to 1952
included language that
reserved citizenship to a “white
person”, although standards as
to who is considered “white”
constantly have changed.

Even today, slightly over
half of those who checked
“Hispanic” for ethnicity on the
2010 census forms also checked
“white” for race. To the census,
you are whatever you say you
are, even if others see some-
thing different when they look
at you.

Still, the question of who
can melt in today’s melting pot
rings alarm bells for some who
long for a more mono-cultural
past. An unhappy blogger who
identifies himself as “Roger”
laments in a post on Phyllis
Schlafly’’s Eagle Forum website
that “the USA is being trans-
formed by immigrants” who
“have high rates of illiteracy,
illegitimacy and gang crime,
and they will vote Democrat
when the Democrats promise
them more food stamps.”

OPPOSITE
Roger’s narrative runs

quite the opposite of historical
realities. Most immigrants are
known for working long hours
in rough conditions for low
wages, driven by hope for a
better life including a good
education for their children.

And, ironically, their social
conservatism on issues like
abortion, gay marriage, school
prayer and capital punishment
tends to be closer to Phyllis
Schlafly than to Barack
Obama. Rising Republican
stars like Governor Bobby
Jindal of Louisiana, South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley and

Afunny thing happened
on the way to the
United States

Supreme Court.
The economy tanked.

Immigrants stopped migrating.
The skies parted, an opportu-
nity for mas-
sive immigra-
tion reform
by Congress
appeared.
Reasoning
and sanity
was restored
to the land.

At least,
that is a pos-
sibility sug-
gested by a
new report
timed to coincide with the
highly anticipated decision by
the high court on Arizona’s
controversial immigration law.

Arizona v. United States is
exactly what its title implies: a
showdown between a state
and the federal government
over which has the obligation
and the right to make and
enforce immigration law.
Arizona forced the issue,
enacting a law that requires
local police to check the legal
status of anyone they stop
whom they also suspect might
be illegally in the country,
among other measures.

Court watchers were pre-
dicting a split decision, with
the court upholding some

aspects of the circuit court
injunction that kept much of
the Arizona law from being
implemented while allowing
the state to proceed on other
measures.

HOLDING PATTERN
But even as interested

parties on both sides of the
dispute awaited the decision,
attitudes about illegal immi-
gration, including among state
legislators, seem to be shifting
markedly. ImmigrationWorks
USA, a federation of business
interests and trade associations
pushing for an overhaul of the
nation’s immigration laws,
points out an interesting set 
of facts.

In a report on state immi-
gration laws, the group point-
ed out that not a single state
this year has passed a law
based on the Arizona model.
Also, no state took the green
light that the Supreme Court
offered last year in a ruling on
the use of E-Verify, a federal
program that allows businesses
to check the validity of immi-
grant identification and work
authorization. In fact, far
fewer immigration initiatives
were introduced than in previ-
ous years, and many were
allowed to sputter out.

That’s right. For all the
fire-breathing on both sides of
the issue, state legislatures
seem to be in a holding pat-

tern. This ought to temper
fears that the court’s ruling will
open the door to a flood of
new state laws similar to
Arizona’s.

So why have states turned
cold on this hot-button issue?

They might be simply
waiting for the court’s reading.
Also, legislatures were pre-
occupied this year with redis-
tricting and budget concerns.

LESSON
On the other hand, the

waning interest in tough immi-
gration enforcement laws
could indicate a more hopeful
development: that legislators
are learning. They may be get-
ting the message that we actu-
ally need some of these undoc-
umented workers. They tend
to come and go as the job mar-
ket dictates. So we need a sys-
tem that allows them to arrive
legally, with minimal cost and
red tape.

That doesn’t exist right
now for most low-wage jobs,
and it is increasingly cumber-
some for skilled labor, too.

They may also be learning
that draconian immigration
laws cost money. The idea
behind the laws seems to be
that if you make life hell
enough for 11 million illegal
immigrants - many of whom
have U.S.-born children - they

The uneasy ‘browning’ of America U.S. needs to get moving on immigration reform
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will simply pack up and leave.
And that you can do it without
affecting the businesses that
depend on illegal immigrants’
labor. And without burdening
school districts and police
departments, which are
already strapped for cash, with
extra enforcement obligations.

TOLL
Reports from states with

tough immigration laws sug-
gest an economic toll is now

becoming evident. Farmers in
Alabama and Georgia report-
ed having to cut back on pro-
duction of labor-intensive
crops, citing a lack of workers,
according to the
ImmigrationWorks USA
report. Farmers judged it bet-
ter simply to not plant than to
let crops go untended or
unharvested.

One indication that the
tide is turning against Arizona-
style laws is the list of those
who filed amicus briefs in sup-

port of the federal govern-
ment’s side. It includes 11
states and more than 40 cities
and counties (including several
in Arizona), former Secretary
of State Madeline Albright,
former Secretary of Defense
William Cohen, former heads
of the old Immigration and
Naturalization Service, the
American Bar Association, the
United States Conference of
Mayors, the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops, and the National

League of Cities.
That’s a lot of people who

view immigration from many
angles - as attorneys, clergy,
civic leaders and those who
monitor the strength of the
economy.

Word might be getting
around. Immigration policy
needs to be fixed in a way that
is just, upholds the rule of law
and meets our nation’s need
for labor. The only rational
and constitutional way to do
that is at the federal level. It is

the federal government’s - pri-
marily Congress’ - inability to
act that created the mess that
is our immigration system.
And that is the entity that
must fix it.

This will remain true
regardless of what the
Supreme Court decrees.

© 2012, The Kansas City
Star. Distributed by Tribune
Media Services.
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Senator Marco Rubio of
Florida show that immigrant
ambitions don’t have to lead to
the Democratic Party.

DISCOMFORT
But Roger is hardly alone

in his discomfort with change -
and not all of the uncomfort-
able folks are white.

Former District of
Columbia Mayor Marion
Barry, now a city council mem-
ber, offered a recent example.
He apologized for his “admit-
tedly bad choice of words” in
suggesting in earlier public
remarks that Asian business

owners in his ward “ought to
go.”

Obviously, the landscape is
changing for us black folks,
too. As we gain some measure
of power in the melting pot,
our traditional victim rhetoric
must change, too.

In fact, if anyone should be
concerned about helping white
Americans adjust to becoming
a minority, it is us African
Americans. We have lots of
experience.

© 2012 Clarence Page.
Distributed by Tribune Media
Services, Inc.
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$$Dollars.....  and.....   

An Eco-Friendly Ride!

broward.org/bct

Open a barcode scanner application on your 
smart phone.  Point your phone’s camera at the 
code and scan!

18 cents of every dollar –Average household spends on transportation; 
94% goes to buying, maintaining and operating cars (source: APTA Public 
Transportation Fact Book) 

$56 total vehicle expenses - Commuting to work by car for every 100 miles 
(source: AAA) 

$138.80 monthly – Gasoline expenses for 5 days per week commute when 
gas prices average $3 per gallon  (source: Telework Exchange Research Study) 

$30 to $60 per year per vehicle – Savings by avoiding idling �ve minutes 
per day, assuming $3.15 per gallon (source: Gold Coast Clean Cities Coalition)

Up to $830 monthly/$9,964 annually – Savings for individuals when 
switching from driving to public transportation (source: APTA Sept. 13, 
2011 Savings Report) 

Up to $108 monthly – Cost for BCT adult regular, round-trip cash fare 

$58 – Cost for BCT regular, 31-Day Adult Pass 

Calculate Your Savings at www.broward.org/bct

Funding for the Energy Sense program is made possible by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy, 
O�ce of Energy E�ciency and Renewable Energy grant agreement # DE-E000800 and the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services contract # 017441. For full disclaimer, please go to www.broward.org/BCT/pages/EnergyGrantDisclaimer.aspx
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• “I feel particularly proud that
the president demonstrated the
guts to be decisive about some-
thing that’s very seriously needs
to be addressed” - New York
State Assemblyman Nick Perry
joins a chorus of politicians and
immigration advocates welcoming
United States President Barack
Obama’s decision to end the
deportation of certain young
unauthorized Caribbean and
other immigrants.

• “I keep asking, ‘Why? Why?
Why did he kill my son’” -

Jamaican Franclot Graham,
father of Ramarley Graham, who
was shot and killed by a New
York City police officer in
February in his Bronx home, is
still searching for answers.

• “Robert Allen Stanford is a
ruthless predator responsible 
for one of the most egregious
frauds in history” –U.S. Justice
Department makes the case last
month for the American to get the
maximum 230 years in prison for
running a $7 billion Ponzi scheme
from his base in Antigua.

• “I never called anybody evil” –
Grenada’s Prime Minister Tillman
Thomas insists he was taken out of
context over statements made about
his ruling National Democratic

Congress (NDC)
following recent
infighting in the
party.

• “The informa-
tion gets put into a
computer and sent
to Washington, and
the wrong person
gets deported” - Boston Mayor
Thomas Menino expresses his
doubts over the Secure
Communities fingerprint program
in the United States, which the
U.S. claims helps to remove illegal
immigrants who commit crimes
from the country.

Compiled from various sources,
including CMC.

U.S. needs to get moving on immigration reform

(Continued from page 9a)

(Continued from page 9a)

Thomas



~ On Aug. 6, 2012, the Caribbean island of
Jamaica will mark 50 years of Independence. 
In our annual Jamaica supplement, Caribbean

Today features the proud nation. A special 
“50 for 50” section focuses on outstanding
Jamaicans who have made their home in the 
United States. Because there are so many, 

we will continue to feature them in 
future issues as well.
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In 1962, when my husband wasrecruited by The Gleaner
Company to work in

Kingston, Jamaica, my excite-
ment and
anticipation
knew no
bounds. The
promise of
three years liv-
ing in a tropi-
cal island was
a dream come
true!

Between
the appoint-
ment and our
departure
came Jamaica’s
decision to go for Independence.
This was another incentive - to
be in at the  birth of a new nation
was the icing on the cake.

We missed the actual
Independence Day and arrived in
September. The banners still flut-
tered and there was an unmis-
takeable vibrancy. The new
Jamaican flag of green, black and
gold was everywhere. Sir
Alexander Bustamante was the
hero of the hour. The national
pride was palpable.

I was appointed to teach at
St. Jago High School in Spanish
Town. So we took a house on
Dunrobin Avenue, then a resi-
dential area, with never a hint 
of the commercial road it later
became. To get to school, I had a
straight run along the newly
opened Washington Boulevard,
past Tom Cringle’s cotton tree at
Ferry, through Central Village
and Twickenham Park, turn right
at the gas station, and, there I

was. 
A Rastaman sat on the

street corner and everyday as I
drove past in my red mini he

would wave and shout “Jezebel.”
I would wave back happily.

Every Friday afternoon on
the way back I would fill up the

car, at a cost of ten shillings!

COPS AND GOATS
On my second day there, as

I was about to turn onto the main
road, a policeman flagged me
down. I almost panicked wonder-
ing what I had done wrong. He
peered into the car and asked if I
was going to Half-Way Tree. I
said I didn’t know, I had never
heard of it. He looked at me
scornfully and asked, “Lady, are
you mad? Where ARE you
going?”

When I explained that I was
a new arrival and was going to
Dunrobin Avenue he said that
would do and jumped in.

I almost threw him through
the windscreen when I did a
superb emergency stop to avoid 
a goat, which leapt out in
Twickenham Park.

“Lady,” he said, “you must
never do that again! Never stop
like that. The damn goat must
get out of the way.”

I delivered him safely to
Half-Way Tree Police Station!

Many students at St. Jago
came by train from Old Harbour,
Linstead and other areas. Others
came by bus down the notorious
Bog Walk Gorge, some from as
far away as Ewarton. In the rainy
season the fear was always that
the river would come down and
Flat Bridge be closed before they
reached home.

FLAT BRIDGE BLUES
In those days the road

through the gorge was narrow in
the extreme, much of it allowing
single lane traffic only. The Flat
Bridge was the scene of many
arguments when buses from
opposite ends drove onto the
bridge causing incredible traffic
backup. There was nothing that
car drivers could do.

The vociferous ones would
get out and harangue whichever
country bus driver they believed
was the wrongdoer. Passengers
would get out of the buses and
join in the abuse. Eventually one
or other would capitulate and
order would be restored.

One night, on the way to
dinner in Bog Walk, we were
delayed by just such an occur-
rence. After sitting for over an
hour just off the bridge a helpful
fellow came to us and said, “Is
O.K., him will move now, me
mout ‘im!” We had no need to
worry about being unable to con-
tact our hosts. When we didn’t
arrive at the appointed time, they
knew immediately that there was
an altercation at the bridge.

Traffic lights now regulate
Flat Bridge access . Although
everything is without doubt more
orderly, I can’t help thinking that

INDEPENDENCE WI SEH!: My memories of Jamaica since 1962
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~ A Caribbean Today special feature

Outstanding athletes like Usain Bolt have helped the world embrace Jamaica.

MARIE
GREGORY

(Continued on page 19B)
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Last month’s Tourism
Summit and Outlook
Seminar held at the Ritz

Carlton Golf and Spa Resort in
Montego Bay, Jamaica brought
together tourism officials from
across the Caribbean and the
globe.

Hosted by the Caribbean
Hotel and Tourism Association,
in partnership with Jamaica’s
Ministry of Tourism and
Entertainment and the Jamaica
Hotel and Tourist Association,
the two-day conference focused
on the challenges facing the
industry and the opportunities
available to sustain tourism that
is so vital to the economic via-
bility of the region.

Jamaica’s Minister of
Tourism and Entertainment
Dr. Wykeham McNeill spoke
with Caribbean Today’s free-
lance writer Dawn A. Davis
about Jamaica’s 50th year of
Independence celebrations and
the way forward.

QUESTION: What is the
Ministry of Tourism doing in
preparation for the great num-
bers that are expected to come
home to celebrate Jamaica’s
50th year of Independence?

ANSWER: The national pro-
grams are happening as well as
some smaller ones. A number
of programs will be endorsed
and supported, and not just in
Jamaica, but in places where
there are strong diasporic com-
munities, such as Canada, New
York, Miami, London. The cul-
mination will be a series of
gala Independence events, cer-
tainly culminating in Kingston.
It’s all coming together.

Q: What is the single thing you
as a minister will fight for in
terms of tourism opportunities
for Jamaica?
A: Facilitating travel and open
skies. The more you can get
open skies and visas put aside
is the more you will have trav-
el, and the more travel the
more tourism flourishes, and
the more tourism flourishes the
more economies go up and the
more jobs are created...Studies
show if you do away with visas
you grow exponentially...so I
want to look (at) it. But I have
to talk to national security,
passport control, foreign
affairs...You have to build the
case. The thing is, when some
of us are successful then the
others learn by example. So
these conferences are good
because they help with the crit-

ical mass...It’s all of us coming
together with a stronger voice.

Q: Jamaica has a growing
number of attractions across
the island. How much of the
revenues/profits from these
enterprises actually trickle
down to the communities
where they are located?
A:While numbers are impor-
tant, we want to get more out of
each visitor. I think that you can
increase the spend of each visi-
tor by giving them more to do
and making it a better experi-
ence because they will pay more
for a better experience. We
have to create more of these
experiences with Jamaican
products and services so that
you not only earn more, but you
keep that earning in Jamaica.
At the end of the day, what you
want from tourism is not just to
have a successful industry in
theory, you want to see how
best it can benefit Jamaica as a
country at all levels. 

Q: How do you ensure that the
local vendor benefits from the
critical mass you are trying to
achieve?
A: Jamaica over the last few
years have become the pioneer
in all-inclusives. Through cer-
tain policy initiatives we want
to pull visitors out to get more
of a Jamaican experience. Let
me be frank: If you are just
getting visitors for just sun,
sand, and sea, in a couple years
I wouldn’t be surprised if
Disney World builds one and
do it better. We have to differ-
entiate; it’s about our culture,
heritage, our people. You find
that when visitors go out and
meet Jamaicans they go back
home and keep coming back.
We have to change the whole
structure of our tourism. 

Q: Can you tell us about the
new accommodation tax that
has been placed on the
Jamaican tourism industry? 
A: We have economic issues in
Jamaica, which are not special

to Jamaica. We had to put a
credible economic program for-
ward for the IMF (International
Monetary Fund). The Ministry
of Finance put a package on the
table…and that package had a
number of things, the main
thrust of which was an accom-
modation tax...We recognize
that our tourism and hotel sec-
tor discuss these things with us
putting nation first. No one
likes to be taxed...but at the end
of the day we realized we had
to raise the revenue...Any
imposition of taxes on any sec-
tor is going to be difficult. But
what we did was to look at the
way we thought this could work
with the least negative effect for
Jamaica.  

Q: Part of your portfolio is also
entertainment. What are some
of the mechanisms you are put-
ting in place to enhance enter-
tainment?
A: The minister of state in the
ministry, Damian Crawford,
has direct responsibility for
entertainment. He is working
hard to pull things together.
One of the things we have to
do is to put the structures in
place now that we have
become tourism and entertain-
ment...We have found an enter-
tainment board which has rep-
resentatives from all the areas,
chaired by Kingsley Cooper.
We have had initial meetings
and we are now in the process
of hiring the team, including a
director of entertainment. 

Æ

THE WAY FORWARD: Jamaica’s tourism 
minister charts the next 50 years

~ A Caribbean Today special feature

McNeill



JUDITH HUDSON

Amid the hustle and bustle
and the smell of fresh
paint, it’s business as

usual at Dennis Shipping’s newest
store in Lauderhill, Florida. 

The company is headquar-

tered in Brooklyn, New York
and operates an additional ware-
house in the Bronx.

After nearly 25 years in
existence, Dennis Shipping has
built a loyal customer base and
now ships to over 20 Caribbean
countries, including Jamaica,

Barbados, and St. Vincent.
Owner and Chief Executive
Officer Dennis Hawthorne, who
describes himself as “down to
earth,” may often be seen pack-
ing boxes and loading barrels.

Hawthorne attributes his
success to his dedicated employ-
ees and does not consider him-
self too proud to work alongside
them. Dennis Shipping, he
explained, stands apart from
other shipping companies
because goods shipped from 
the United States go directly to
his offices in Jamaica, relieving
patrons of the hassle of having
to go elsewhere to receive their
goods.

“Customers are also given a
tracking number, (which allows
them to) track their boxes and
barrels online,” Hawthorne said.

Hawthorne, a native of
Jamaica, began his professional
career as a photographer in
Savanna-La-Mar, Westmoreland.
He migrated to the U.S. in 
1985 and established Dennis
Photography and Shipping in
Brooklyn in 1988.  Hawthorne
said even though he did well in
the photography business, he ter-
minated it to focus on shipping.

GENEROUS
Although Hawthorne’s busi-

ness success is laudable, far
more indicative of the measure
of the man, is his generosity.  A
humanitarian at heart, he
believes that to whom much is
given, much is required and he
exercises this belief by giving to
the American, Jamaican and
wider Caribbean communities. 

Among several awards that
Hawthorne has established for
needy students in Jamaica is the
Dennis Shipping Scholarship
organized under the American
Foundation for the University of
the West Indies (UWI).

“Every year this scholarship
is awarded to two students who
(are unable) to pay their own
way through college,”
Hawthorne said. 

“I was never the child that
lived a normal life, or the child
that had materials for school, or
the child that had lunch
money,” recalled Olavia Wright,
one of this year’s scholarship
recipients who is pursuing an

undergraduate degree in bank-
ing and finance at UWI.

“But I knew I had the poten-
tial and the will power and just
needed the opportunity.”

Hawthorne provided that
opportunity.

Media and communication
major Jermaine Stewart, the 
second recipient of this year’s
Dennis Shipping scholarship, is
also very thankful.

“My sincere appreciation
and gratitude to the American
Foundation and Mr. Hawthorne
for awarding me this substantial
monetary gift,” he said. “This
scholarship has lifted the finan-
cial burden placed on my moth-
er’s shoulder.  This gives me a
greater chance to complete my
studies with honors.”

Hawthorne has also 
built schools and libraries in
Westmoreland and has donated
computers to the Jamaican
Constabulary Force and UWI.

PASSION
Another of Hawthorne’s

charities and the one dearest to
his heart is the Negril Education
Environment Trust (NEET), a
non-profit organization based at
Travelers Beach Resort in Negril,
Jamaica.  In 2003, Hawthorne
and others founded NEET to
address Jamaica’s need for edu-
cational support and resources.
Today the organization has
grown to include adult education
and partnerships that address
public and environmental health.

NEET achieves its goal by
working through the Caribbean
Medical Mission and the Island-
wide Books and Computer
Distribution program.

The Caribbean Medical
Mission, a group of medical doc-

tors, health professionals, and
other volunteers from New
Jersey, visit underprivileged
regions, including Jamaica, once
a year, to provide free medical
checkups and medicine.

Island-wide Books and
Computer Distribution, driven
by the motto “a book in every
child’s hand and a computer in
every classroom”, has donated
over two million books and
thousands of computers to vari-
ous schools and libraries over
the past five years.

Among the schools to have
benefited are St. Paul Primary,
Little London Primary, and
Friendship Primary. Winston
Wellington, chairman of NEET,
has known Hawthorne for over
10 years and commends him for
shipping the books free of cost to
Jamaica.

“Without (Hawthorne) this
would not have been possible,”
said Wellington. “He is the most
giving and generous person I
know.”

HONORS
Hawthorne’s commitment

and dedication to the American
and Jamaican communities has
earned him numerous awards
and accolades, including the
Consulate General of Jamaica
Award for outstanding benevo-
lent services to Jamaica and the
Caribbean communities, the
Congressional Record Award,
Proclamation from Westchester
County Board of Legislators,
Assemblyman Nick Perry’s
Distinguished Business
Leadership Award, and the
Upliftment Jamaica
International Service Award.

Hawthorne’s life has not
been without hardships and
pain. He admitted growing up in
an abusive home where his step-
father constantly beat both him
and his mother. But he added
that whatever happened in his
past made him stronger and
more prepared for the life he
now leads.

He credited his mother for
his success and thanked her for
teaching him the value of giving
back by sharing her meager
wages as a maid with others in
her community.  Hawthorne
appreciates his success because
it fuels his generosity, but
believes that the true measure 
of success is not monetary.

“Success is not the amount
of money or the level of educa-
tion (that you have),” he said,
“but rather the people that ben-
efit, beyond your families and
friends, as a result of your
accomplishments.”

Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

HUMANITARIAN AT HEART: Dennis Shipping’s boss mixes business, charity
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DAWN A. DAVIS

Carlton “Ricky” Wade
The owner of 11
McDonald’s restau-

rants in Palm Beach County,
Florida, attributes his success
to his Jamaican upbringing,
family, passion and drive. 
He gives credit to his mother,
Greta Beverly Maria
Robinson, who passed away
two years ago, for shaping
him.

At age eight, when his
mother became a single par-
ent through separation, Wade
automatically took on the
fatherly role, helping to care
for his siblings Christopher
and Kathy. 

“We had a very special
mother who always did the
very best she could for us,”
Wade reminisced. “We were
never deprived of the necessi-
ties in life. It was her drive
that made me grow up with
the values and a will to be
successful...She was my hero.”

Born and raised in
Kingston, the Excelsior High
old boy left Jamaica at age 18.
His ambition was to become a
pilot, just like his father
Carlton Wade. But, his tragic
death in a plane crash in 1981
gave young Wade caution.

“When my father died in
the plane crash, I had to
make a shift because I devel-
oped a fear of flying,” he said.

It was around this time
that Wade took a manager
trainee position with
McDonald’s. His initial
training started in Florida
before he was relocated to
the company’s North
Carolina executive offices
with a responsibility for
franchisee development.
Wade was on the path to
become an officer of the
company.

BUILDING BLOCK
Wade has learned from

the ground up, building his
mind, ambition, and eventual-
ly a successful business. He is
quick to point out that he has
risen through mentorship by
surrounding himself with pos-
itive influences.

“Some of the smartest
and the most beneficial peo-
ple in my life have not been
wealthy, but people who are
grounded and disciplined in
what they stand for... I like
people that have a passion for
progress, because that’s what
helps you become more pro-
ductive. And when you
become more productive, you
will be successful at whatever

you are doing,” said Wade.
“I had a very good mentor

in Willis T. Smart. He invested
time in me, he believed in me,
he motivated me, he kept my
feet to the fire. I thank him
because everything he did for
me helped guide me, direct
me, and helped make me what
I am today.” 

Wade and his wife
Lissette, a Cuban native, and
their three children, Kristina
Marie, Devon Ashley and
Andre Christopher, were liv-
ing the American Dream in
North Carolina. But, he made
the decision to move his fami-

ly back to Florida after expe-
riencing some not-so-friendly
encounters.

“I spoke to the president
of McDonald’s and he gave
me the opportunity to buy
seven restaurants in Palm
Beach County,” said a confi-
dent Wade. “I bought all
seven, leveraging every penny
I had. As a matter of fact, I
was over-leveraged. But, I
saw an opportunity, and, as I
always say, if you focus on the
opportunity in the difficulty
you will be successful, but if
you focus on the difficulty in
the opportunity you will fail. I
didn’t fail.”

TURNING POINT
This was a critical move

for the then 39-year-old exec-
utive, who marks the pur-
chase date, April 17, 2001, as
a turning point in his life.

“It was a huge financial
commitment and I just had to
stay disciplined, stay focused
and capitalize on the luck and
opportunity that I got. And, I
have never looked back since.
It was a big move for a Black
man of Caribbean descent, 
an immigrant, but I got a
chance to not only touch the
American dream, but to live
it as well.”

Asked why he bought
seven restaurants all at once,

Wade remarked: “Because I
believe that the day you
become satisfied is the day
you become unsuccessful. If
the opportunity is there, don’t
wait for the door to open,
kick the door down.”

Wade gradually acquired
additional restaurants over
several years, building one in
2004, another in 2008, pur-
chased a new store in 2009,
and finally constructing an
additional restaurant in 2011.

The McDonald’s owner
noted that with success one
must also be balanced and
part of that balance means
giving back to society. Wade
sits on several boards that
work with under-privileged
and at-risk children. He gives
time and mentors youth
through non-profit organiza-
tions such as the Urban
League, United Way, Boys &
Girls Club of Palm Beach
County and ASPIRA.

“What motivates me is
the determination and the will
to be successful,” said Wade.
“It keeps me grounded every-
day. I also want to leave a
legacy for my children and my
grandchildren, so the journey
is just beginning.”

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

DEEP PRIDE: Ricky Wade builds an empire in the burger business
~ A Caribbean Today special feature

Wade
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In honor of Jamaica’s 50 years of independence, Food For The Poor is launching  
the “Jamaica 50 Campaign” to build 50 basic schools in 50 months, train 500  
teachers and educate 200,000 children.

 



The following is a list of
important dates and events in
August to mark Jamaica’s
50th Independence in the
United States:

FLORIDA
Aug. 1 Emancipation Day
Aug. 3-6
• Lighting of the Miami
Towers in the colors of the
Jamaica flag, downtown
Miami, Florida.  For 
more information, visit
info@jamaicacgmiami.org.

Aug. 5
•Ecumenical Church Service
at the Christian Life Center,
West Commercial Boulevard,
Fort Lauderdale. Guest 
cleric is Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Kingston
Reverend Charles Dufour.
For more information, visit
info@jamaicacgmiami.org.

• “Jamaica Day” – Jamaica
Independence and Cultural
Celebration (JICC) - Riddims
Marketing Inc./United Friends
of Highgate/NRS Promotions
present this event in Sunrise,
Broward County.  For more
information, call 954-251-1643.

Aug. 6 - Independence Day
• South Florida Flag Day -
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Reception/cultural expo host-
ed by the City of Miramar/
Consulate General of
Jamaica. For more informa-
tion, visit info@jamaicacgmi-
ami.org.

• Tampa Flag Raising
Ceremony, University Area
Community Development
Corporation, Inc., 14013 N.
22nd St., Tampa, Florida. For
more information, visit
jamaicaaware@gmail.com 

Aug. 10
• Twenty 20 Cricket – Jamaica
vs. Trinidad and Tobago at
Central Broward Regional
Park, Lauderhill. 

For more information,
call 954-235-2666 or 954-263-
8405.

Aug. 12
• Meet Jamaica at Jungle
Island during “Jamaica
Independence Day” at Jungle
Island, 1111 Parrot Jungle
Trail, Miami. For more 
information, visit 
www.jamaicausachamber.org
or call 305-576-7888.

Aug. 17
• Marcus Garvey’s Birthday
(Aug 17) Extravaganza at

Joseph Carter Park, Fort
Lauderdale. For more infor-
mation, visit rootzfounda-
tion@gmail.com or call 
954-981-1176

Aug. 18
• Jamaica 50  Diaspora
Honors and Gala Benefit:

“The Journey” hosted by 
the Consulate General of
Jamaica, Miami, Legacy
Honor Roll of South 
USA Diaspora/Diaspora
Community Awards to 
benefit Jamaica Diaspora
Legacy  Program at the
Marriott Marquis Hotel,

downtown Miami. For more
information, info@jamaicacg-
miami.org or call 305-374-
8431 Ext. 232.

GEORGIA
Aug. 4
• Jamaica Day - Family fun
day featuring music, perform-
ances, games, food and arts
and crafts from noon to 8 p.m.
at Wade Walker Park in Stone
Mountain.  For more informa-
tion, visit info@jamaicaju-
bilee.org or call 404-297-7696. 

Aug. 5
• Thanksgiving service 
with featured guest speaker
Ronald Thwaites, Jamaica’s
minister of education, at 
5 p.m., St. Timothy United
Methodist Church, 5365

Memorial Dr., Stone
Mountain.

Aug. 6 - Independence Day
• Flag raising ceremony 
at Atlanta City Hall, 55
Trinity Ave., Atlanta. For
more information, visit
info@jamaicajubilee.org
or call 404-297-7696. 

Aug. 18
• Independence Ball featuring
guest speaker Dr. Stephen
Vasciannie, Jamaica’s new
ambassador to the U.S., at 
the Georgia International
Convention Center in Atlanta.
For more information, visit
info@jamaicajubilee.org or
call 404-297-7696. 

Æ
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TASTE OF JAMAICA

Members of the New York City Chapter of InterNations recently enjoyed Jamaican
cuisine at the Sky Room, New York City’s highest rooftop lounge, in celebration of
Jamaica’s 50th Anniversary of Independence. InterNations partnered with the
Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) to offer guests the opportunity to experience the cultur-
al diversity of Jamaica.  Omar Hawthorne, right, and Candice Richards, of Golden
Krust Caribbean Bakery, served appetizers, which included jerked chicken wings
and cocktail patties.



Sydney Roberts is co-
founder, executive direc-
tor and president of

Jamaica Awareness, Inc., a
Miami-based, nonprofit cul-
tural organization that pres-
ents the multi-disciplinary
Caribbean arts and culture
found in the United States,
the Caribbean and interna-
tionally.

Roberts graduated from
the College of Arts Science
and Technology (now
University of Technology) 
in Jamaica and attended 
the University of the West 
Indies before migrating to 
the United States. He trans-
ferred to Florida International
University (FIU) and holds
both a master’s degree in hotel
and food service management
and a bachelor’s degree in
hospitality management.
While at FIU he served as
president of the West Indian
Students Association.

He has more than 30
years experience in special
and large event coordination,
including venue operations

and management, promotions,
and contract negotiations and
has served as vice president 
of the Festivals Association 
of Greater Miami and as
grants panelist for the Miami-
Dade Department of Cultural
Affairs, Southern Arts
Federation and the Florida
State Division of Cultural
Affairs.

Roberts served as manag-
ing director of Caribbean
Lifestyle Magazine, one of the
first monthly Caribbean publi-

cations in South Florida.
He is co-founder and vice

chairman of Jamaican Jerk
Festival USA Inc., promoters
of the largest jerk festival in
North America and is current-
ly the vice chairman of the
Board of Miami Carnival,
Inc., and vice-chairman of
Miami Broward One Carnival
Host Committee. He currently
serves as the co-chairperson of
the Jamaica 50th Celebration
Committee for the Jamaican
Consulate in Miami.

In 1999 he received the
Black Heritage Pillars Award
from the Dade County Black
Employees Association. For
20 years of service he received
the Award of Excellence from
Miami Carnival Inc. in 2004.
He is a 2006 recipient of the
Jamaica USA Chamber of
Commerce’s Milestone Award
of Excellence and in 2007 he
was recognized with the
Community Service Award 
by the Consul General of
Jamaica in Miami.

Æ

Marie Gill is a success-
ful entrepreneur in
Florida who advo-

cates for and assists small and
minority-owned businesses to
compete in domestic and

global markets.
She launched M. Gill &

Associates Inc. in 1990 as a
public relations/economic
development consulting firm
and now serves clients in the

United States, Latin America
and the Caribbean. She is
president and chief executive
officer of the firm.

Gill is the first black and
first woman to
win the
MBDA
Business
Center
Contract from
the U.S.
Department
of Commerce.
Her company
and its pro-
grams have helped to facili-
tate over $1.2 billion in finan-
cial and contract awards to
small/minority businesses.

M. Gill & Associates also
provides public relations and
quality assurance services for
corporations and construction
companies.  Gill serves vari-
ous nonprofit organizations,
including the Jamaica USA
Chamber of Commerce,
which she has served presi-
dent since 2004. She mentors
and trains at least student
interns.

She is a business and moti-
vational speaker and has had a
radio show on WAVS 1170,
which provides business tips to
the Jamaican/Caribbean com-
munity, for 18 years.

Æ

Marie R. Gill
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The Power of Opportunity

www.mdcbachelorsdegree.com

Are you tired of following? 
Learn how to lead!
Miami Dade College now offers a bachelor’s 
degree in Supervision and Management. 
Prepare to move up in any career, including retail, 
hospitality, food service and office administration, to 
name a few. And with our smaller classes, you can 
be assured of an intimate learning experience where 
you’re more than just a number.

Plus, you can use what you’ve already earned – 
transfer credits from the A.S., A.A.S. and 
A.A. degrees!
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Winsome  “Lady C”
Charlton is an entre-
preneur who hails

from Mandeville in central
Jamaica. She is the daughter of
former Mandeville Mayor Cecil
C. Charlton.

In 1981 Charlton migrated
to South Florida. She worked
at WMBM, LOVE - 94 radio
stations  and  in 1984 was hired
at WAVS Radio.

She wanted to promote
Jamaica’s culture and by 1988,
along with partner Anthony
Blair, Hi-Class Promotions was
established with the conviction
to make WAVS a Caribbean
formatted station. She became
the first Caribbean woman  to
spearhead  and  establish the
first  24-hour Caribbean for-
matted radio station in North
America. In May 1999 she was
appointed general manager of
WVCG Radio 1080 AM,
becoming the first Jamaican to
be the head of an American-
owned radio station. 

For over 25 Charlton has
hosted her own program on
WAVS  - “Classic Hits with
Lady C”. She focuses on 
management of Hi-Class
Promotions. 

She is the founder and
chief executive officer of the
International “Reggaesoca

Music Awards” and founder of
the annual Fashion Cabaret,
which showcases Caribbean
designers and models.

Charlton is involved with
various organizations and chari-
ties in South Florida and has
received numerous awards and
accolades. She is vice president
of the Caribbean Heart Menders
Association; a member of the
Advisory Board of ICABA,
board of directors of the Jamaica
USA Chamber of Commerce,
board of directors of Body
Nation Dance Theatre, and a
member of the Kiwanis Club of
Lauderdale Lakes and the
Greater Caribbean Chamber of
Commerce. Charlton is also a
delegate for Jamaica Diaspora
Southern USA.

Æ

Born in Springfield St.
James, Jamaica Vincent
HoSang attended

Cornwall
College high
school for three
years, but had
to leave school
in fourth form
to help his uncle
in his grocery
store. In Feb.
1968 he migrat-
ed to the Bronx, New York.

In 1976 he married Jeanette,
who’s from Spanish Town. In

Feb. 1978 the couple bought a
fast-food store, Kingsbridge
Delight, in the Bronx, New York.
The goal was to introduce the
Jamaican cuisine and patties.

In 1980, the couple found-
ed Royal Caribbean Bakery
(RCB) in the Bronx and oper-
ated as a retail bakery. By 1984
it had expanded into a 15,000
square foot facility on East
233rd Street in the Bronx 
where Caribbean Food Delights
(CFD) was incorporated and
became the  frozen food divi-
sion of RCB.

In 1987, both companies
expanded into a 20,000 square
foot facility in Mount Vernon,
New York.  Since 1993, CFD
has been located in a 100,000
square foot building on 10 acres
in Tappan, New York. The pat-
ties are available across the
United States, with customers
including Costco, Sam’s Club,
Wal-Mart, BJ’s, and neighbor-
hood supermarkets.

The operation is the largest
Jamaican frozen food plant in
the world.

Æ

Winsome ‘Lady C’
Charlton

Vincent HoSang

Pat Montague is a graduate
of the University of the
West Indies with a degree

in mass communications with
language and literature.

She serves as president of
Princess PM Productions,
established in 1988, a private
and independent company with
agency partnerships offering
advertising and promotion

services in the
South Florida
Caribbean
community.

She has
worked on
radio since
1987, starting
at the Jamaica
Information
Service in Jamaica and is cur-

rently a radio personality and
hosts various programs on
WAVS1170 AM, including
“Perspectives”, “Icons” and
“Pat’s Picks of the Week”.

Montague has been named
best radio personality by New
Times Magazine and the
Reggaesoca Awards.

Æ

Pat Montague

The Reverend Horace D.
Ward has been rector of
the Episcopal Church 

of the Holy Family since Dec.
1995. Though coming from a
relatively small church in South
Carolina, Rev. Ward quickly
adapted himself to pastoring
and caring for nearly 500 parish-
ioners.

He serves on various

boards and
committees in
the diocese and
was honored by
the Kiwanis
Club of
Lauderdale
Lakes as one of
the unsung
heroes of
southeast Florida. He is present-

ly holds the position of chaplain
of the Jamaica USA Chamber
of Commerce (JAUSACC) and
is commonly referred to as “the
peoples’ pastor”. Rev. Ward is a
tutor in Christian education for
the diocese. 

Æ

Reverend Horace D. Ward
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Charlton



Singer, songwriter and
musician Leighton Keith
“Pluto” Shervington was

born Aug. 13, 2012 in St.
Andrew, Jamaica.

At age 16 he joined The
Presidents in1966. The follow-
ing year he became a member
of The Hurricanes, then
Tomorrow’s Children by 1968.

He released “I Man
Bitter” in Jamaica at 23, a
song with strong political
lyrics. “Ram Goat Liver”,
which followed in 1974,
became a smash hit. Another
big hit, “Dat”, followed. In
Nov. 1976, “Dat” went to
topped the British charts.

In 1975 he released the
popular “Your Honor”. He
also released “Play Mas”, one
of the first calypso albums
produced in Jamaica by a
Jamaican. Other popular
songs included “I Man Born
Ya” and “Dis Ya Hard Time”.

In 1977 Shervington
migrated to Miami, Florida

and started Pluto & Co., a six-
piece dance band. In addition
to playing in the U.S., particu-
larly Florida, Pluto & Co.
toured Britain, Wales,
Scotland and Ireland. In Aug.
1984, Pluto returned to
Jamaica and performed at
Reggae Sunsplash.

In 2004 Pluto was award-
ed the Living Legend award at
Kings House in Jamaica. He
resides in Kendall, Florida.

Æ

Doctors Fidel Goldson
Sr. and Jr. are practic-
ing chiropractic physi-

cians in Broward County,
Florida.

Originally from Kingston,
Jamaica, Dr. Fidel Goldson Sr.
started Goldson Spine
Rehabilitation Center (then

Goldson Chiropractic) nearly
20 years ago.  He founded the
practice with the goal of edu-
cating his community on the
importance of living a healthy
and pain-free life.  He later
become a certified accident re-
constructionist.

In 2006, Dr. Fidel Goldson
Jr., already a licensed physical
therapist, joined the practice.
The following year, the prac-
tice expanded and opened an
office in Pembroke Pines.  Dr.

Goldson Jr. oversees the daily
operations of the Pines facility. 

Æ

Pluto Shervington

Doctors Fidel Goldson Sr. and Jr.

Marjorie Telfer-Brown

Ras Don Rico Ricketts
describes himself as
Garveyite Pan-Africanist

Rastafari. He is also a poet,
painter, writer, graphic designer
and social activist. 

Ricketts is founder, and
host since 1987, of South
Florida’s Original Annual
Marcus Garvey Birthday
Celebrations. 

His winning letter in a
Jamaican radio station contest
(just after Independence) helped
bring about the relocation of
English colonial statues from
their positions of prominence in

downtown
Kingston. A
co-founder, in
1964, and
president of
one of the
three first
youth clubs in
Jamaica, and
member of
the island-
wide youth club Senior Members
Council. Designed the winning
1970s Energy Conservation
Mascot (“Peenie Waalie”) and
mobilized Jamaican youth to cre-
ate the silver medal-winning

Independence Festival costumed
group “Let’s Make Energy
Conservation A Way of Life”.
Designed and built the
University of the West Indies’
35th Anniversary Exhibition at
Mona.

Ricketts is the marketing
director of the Jamaica
Alternative Tourism, Camping
and Hiking Association, to 1985.
He was also initiator and com-
munications director of South
Florida’s Hurricane Gilbert
Relief Committee.

Æ

Ras Don Rico Ricketts
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Shervington

Dr. Fidel Goldson, left, and son.

Ricketts

Marjorie Telfer-Brown
was born in St. Thomas,
Jamaica and migrated

to the Bronx, New York in 1968,
where she earned a bachelor of
science degree in Nursing.  While
in New York she participated in
many communi-
ty activities and
also served as
vice president of
the Cornwall
Cricket Club in
the Bronx.  In
1983 she relo-
cated to
Orlando,
Florida. 

A community minded indi-
vidual, Telfer-Brown and her
husband Desmond, invited a
few people into their home one
Sunday afternoon in November
1985.  As a result of that meet-
ing, The West Indian American
Civic Association was formed.
That organization pioneered 
by her and founded on her 
patio is now known as The
Jamaican/American
Association of Central Florida
and they continue to be of serv-
ice to the Caribbean communi-
ty in that region. 

In 1986 she saw a need in
the community and was among
the early trailblazers to intro-
duce Caribbean products into
the Central Florida marketplace.
Later Paradise Island Café

restaurant was added, and today
the family operates two restau-
rants in Orlando and three food
kiosks in the new Amway
Center in Orlando. 

Also in the 1980s Telfer-
Brown was one of a small group
of Caribbean personalities doing
live radio broadcast in Orlando.
Her programming included
news from the Caribbean, music
and local information. Currently
she can be heard on WPIO,
WKFA radio in Central Florida
and KSKB, KLOX in Iowa on
Saturday mornings. 

Telfer-Brown’s dedication
has been instrumental in
expanding the Jamaican based
Ministry Of The Poor to the
Central Florida area.  She cur-
rently spearheads the Orphan’s
Ministry at Grace Bible Church
and is responsible for fundrais-
ing and sending financial aid to
orphanages in the Caribbean
and Asia.   

She has served on the
Mayor of Orlando’s Task Force
for the Homeless and The
Revitalization Task Force for
the Paramore District. 

Marjorie Telfer-Brown, a
daughter of the Caribbean, has
successfully combined her busi-
ness acumen, civic responsibility
with her love and compassion to
be of extraordinary service to
her community.

Æ

Telfer-Brown



Marlon A. Hill is a found-
ing partner in the law
firm delancyhill, P.A.

and practices general corporate,
entertainment/arts, and interna-
tional business transactions. 

Born in Kingston, Jamaica,
Hill is a graduate of the Florida
State University Colleges of
Business and Law and has
been featured in ICABA 100
Most Accomplished Caribbean
Americans, the Miami Herald’s
Top 20 Under 40 Business
Leaders and Black History
Profiles 2002, and Daily
Business Review’s “Leaders
2000 - Faces to Watch” issue. 

He has served as president
of the Caribbean Bar Association
and is currently a member of the
board of directors for the Miami
Parking Authority, Florida
Association for Volunteer Action
in the Caribbean and the

Americas, Inc. (FAVACA),
Miami Light Project, The Miami
Foundation, and the Orange
Bowl Committee. 

Hill also
serves as advi-
sor/mentor to
the Florida
Caribbean
Students
Association and
is a former
member of
Jamaican
Diaspora
Advisory Board for the Southern
United States.

He is a weekly commenta-
tor on “D’ Peoples Politics”, a
Saturday program on Caribbean
Riddims, WZAB 880AM which
covers civic, legal and cultural
issues of impact.

Æ

Marlon A. Hill

Born Bevan Hugh Earle in
Barrett Town, St. James
Jamaica, he served in The

Jamaica Defense Force and The
Jamaica Constabulary Force. 

A soccer lover, Earle
served as first vice president 
of the St. James Football
Association for two consecutive
terms and also represented the
Jamaica Football Federation. 

Earle, popularly known as
“Duke”, has organized The
Duke Christmas Treat for
Children in South Florida and is

founder of
Jamaica Flag
Day. 

He is
founder and
producer of the
Duke Of Earle
Hot Talk pro-
gram aired on
WAVS 1170
radio for the
past 22 years. Earle is also the
publisher and editor of the
Caribbean Voice newspaper.

Æ

Bevan Earle
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Joseph Rhoden is an equalpartner in Antilles Freight
Corporation (AFC), a com-

pany founded in 1988 in Miami,
Florida. Rhoden is executive
vice president, treasurer and

secretary. Partner Ed Lopez is
president. Both are directors
and shareholders.

Rhoden was born in
Kingston, Jamaica and migrated
to the United States in 1979. He
has worked in the transporta-
tion industry since 1968, starting
at Pan American Airways as a
cargo account executive.

In 1973, along with Louis

Lee (a founding
member of AFC) he
formed Ocean Air
International Limited,
which is still in opera-
tion and is the
Jamaican agent in
Kingston and
Montego Bay for
Antilles Freight
Corp.

AFC offers weekly
ocean freight sailings
to several Caribbean
destinations, as well as
a daily airfreight con-
solidated service to
select countries in the
region.

Æ

Joseph Rhoden
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CCeelleebbrraattee WWiitthh UUss!! 

 

JANUKA Dancers by Roswitha Chesher 

Rhoden

Pamela Gordon

Pamela M. Gordon is the
founding partner of the
law office of Pamela M.

Gordon, P.A.
Her practice focuses on mar-

ital and family
law, including,
but not limited
to divorce,
paternity, time-
sharing, child
support, modifi-
cation proceed-
ings and sup-
port enforce-
ment.

She also practices in the
areas of foreclosure defense,
bankruptcy and civil litigation
and is a Florida Supreme Court
certified family law mediator.

Gordon is a member of the
Broward County Bar

Association and the Caribbean
Bar Association, which she
served as president for two
years and also vice president, as
well as the National Association
of Professional Women. She is
the director of the Jamaican
American Bar Association,
legal counsel for the Greater
Caribbean American Chamber
of Commerce and a board
member of Kidside Inc.

Gordon has received the
Quiet Storm Achievement
Award, Millennium Movers
Shaker Award and the In Focus
Magazine MOCA Award. She
was recently elcted vice/alter-
nate Jamaican Diaspora
Advisory Board member for
the Southern United States.

Æ

Gordon

Hill

Earle



Joan Seaga Gonzalez is thefounder and past president
of the Jamaica United Relief

Association (JURA), which was
formed in 1986 to help the poor. 

The first talent agency in
Jamaica was owned by Joan
Seaga at age 26.
She combines
her own talent,
experience and
training in
dance and the-
ater with ideas
and designs for
various projects.
She also runs
Exquisite
Occasions, a
decorating and catering business. 

She is the only Jamaican
who was invited with her dance
troupe aboard the missile ship,
USS Little Rock, which served

in the Persian Gulf and has
received several awards in
recognition of her pioneering
work and leadership. Among
them are: Recognition for out-
standing Leadership and
Community Service from Mico
Alumni Association of South
Florida; Humanitarian Award
from the Caribbean Cultural
Group; Prime Minister’s Medal
Of Appreciation For Service to
Jamaica; Award from Echo
Caribbean for Organizational
Participation and Community
Work; The Caribbean
American Award of Excellence;
honorary degree of doctor of
humanities from the Jehovah
Jireh Biblical Institute; and the
Community Service Award
from the Consulate General of
Jamaica. 

Æ

Michael Shaw’s involve-
ment in the Jamaican
community in South

Florida began in the early 1980s
as he helped revive the Jamaican
Cultural and Civic Association of
Florida (JCCA). He became the
president in 1982. That year the
JCCA staged its first “Grand
Independence Ball” in celebra-
tion of Jamaica’s 20th
Independence.  

Shaw and his wife Jacqueline
formed Sunshine Enterprises
Production, an entertainment and
promotion company. They put on
their first play, Trevor Rhone’s
“Two Can Play”, in Aug. 1983 in
celebration of “Jamaica 21”. They
have promoted over 80 produc-
tions in the U.S. 

Jackie  Shaw has also partic-
ipated in other community
endeavors.  She was a founding
member and the first president
of the Florida Netball
Association.  In 1995, as presi-
dent of the United States Netball
Association, she headed the first
ever U.S. delegation to the
Netball World Championships
held in Birmingham, England.
She was also an instrumental

force in having the World Youth
Championship Games hosted in
Florida in 2005.   

The couple has helped
Jamaicans in times of crisis, for
example after Hurricane Gilbert
and Hurricane Andrew devastat-
ed Jamaica and Dade County,
respectively.  They helped organ-
ize collection, storage and distri-
bution of relief donations. 

This year Mike and Jackie

Shaw will celebrate 29 years of
providing entertainment through
Sunshine Theatre. 

Æ

Joan Seaga Gonzalez

Elgeta Thompson Martin, a
healthcare giver, was born in St.
Ann, Jamaica. She moved to the
United States over 45 years ago
and lives in South Florida.  She
has always been involved in the
Caribbean community, organiz-
ing events and contributing to
charity. 

She has assisted orphanages
and the elderly in Jamaica.
Every year at Christmas she
takes them Christmas cheers,
toys, clothes, medical and school
supplies. 

She started the Jamaica

Grand
Independence
Ball 28 years
ago, with the
net proceeds
going to chari-
ty. Martin has
also awarded
18 scholarships
in Jamaica and
South Florida.
She  also assists seniors in
Jamaica and in South Florida,
taking seniors shopping and doc-
tor’s appointments. 

Æ

Elgeta Thompson Martin

Michael and Jacqueline Shaw

In 1986, Michelle and AstonLue relocated to Miami,
Florida after years in

Kingston, Jamaica, and Brooklyn
and Queens in New York City. 

They started Ocho Rios-
Miami to serve the Caribbean
community‘s yearning for the
distinctively delicious foods of

home. These included bammy,
roti, ackee, saltfish, buns,
callaloo, roasted breadfruit,
solomon gundy, roasted geera
and jerk seasoning. 

For over the 25 years, Ocho
Rios-Miami and Ocho Rios
Atlanta (1995) have partnered
with many cultural, charitable
and community organizations,
alumnae associations like the
VA Hospital (Miami) and the
Jamaica USA Chamber of
Commerce.  

Seventy percent of the 
Ocho Rios overall operations 
are staffed by associates of

Caribbean her-
itage, operating
in two ware-
houses totaling
88,000 square
feet.  

In 2005,
Ocho Rios-
Miami received
the award for
Exporter of the
Year from the United States
Department of Commerce and
Minority Business Development
Empowerment (MBDE) in
Washington, D.C.

Æ
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Seaga Gonzalez

Thompson Martin

Lue

Jackie and Michael Shaw

Aston Lue

June Chinwas born in
Kingston,

Jamaica and
attended
Convent of
Mercy
Academy. She
was married 
to the late
William Chin, a businessman of
St. Ann’s Bay. 

She and her family migrat-
ed to South Florida 35 years ago
and, during this period, she
became involved with various
Catholic Church organizations.

She was awarded The Primum
Regnum Dei medal by the arch-
bishop of Miami. 

She was inspired to assist
Missionaries of the Poor. In
1985 she helped organize the
first concert by Father Richard
HoLung and Friends. Since then
it has become an annual fund-
raising event in South Florida to
help sustain the Missionaries of
the Poor in various countries. 

Chin is founder of the
South Florida Chapter of
Missionaries of the Poor.

Æ

Chin

June Chin



Dr. Marcia Magnus is
founder and chairperson
of the Caribbean

American Politically Active
Citizens, which has produced
voters’ guides for Miami-Dade,
Broward, and Palm Beach coun-
ties since 2000. 

The guides make it easier for
Caribbean Americans to vote for
the better candidate in the three
counties. Group members attend
town hall meetings, check news-
papers, and are guided by a panel
of Democratic and Republican
advisors who make recommenda-
tions on the best candidates who

will protect
Caribbean
American inter-
ests. 

Voters’
guides can be
viewed at
www.sflcn.com
(South Florida
Caribbean
news.com). In
2005, the group conducted the
first ever survey of political
savvy among 527 Caribbean
Americans in South Florida. The
survey showed the top issues
were immigration, education
and the criminal justice system.

Æ

Over the past 33 years Dr.
Winston Whyte has
made commendable

contributions to Jamaican and
American communities. He uti-
lized his natural science degree
from the University of the West
Indies to be published in
Analytical Biochemistry on his
cancer research findings in the
field of DNA Polymerases. 

A founding member/past
president of The Jamaican
Association of Miami-Dade
Educators, he has contributed
books, technology and resource
materials to schools in Jamaica.
He is a founding member of the
Calabar Old Boys Association
of South Florida and president-
elect for the Foundation Board
of Community Health of South
Florida. He also provides tutor-
ing to students in Jamaica. 

He has received the
Consulate General of Jamaica
Community Service Award and
named Principal of the Year for
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools, and State of Florida
Middle School Principal of the
Year for 2008.

Æ

Yvonne Parchment was
born in Kingston. Her
family migrated to

Liberia where she lived for 
10 years before returning to
Jamaica to complete her educa-
tion. 

Dr. Parchment has worked
in South Florida as a nurse for
the past 31 years. Before that
she was employed as a college-
trained early childhood teacher
in Kingston. She is clinical asso-

ciate professor
in the under-
graduate pro-
gram at Florida
International
University. In
her capacity as
nurse, clinical
educator and
professor of
nursing Dr.
Parchment endeavors to instill
in her students and members of

the community the advantages
of practicing timely health
screenings and maintenance of
healthy lifestyles. 

She received the
Lamplighter Award from the
Florida Nurses Association for
her 25-year membership and
has also been a member of the
Jamaica Nurses Association for
the past 26 years. 

Æ

Dr. Winston Whyte Dr. Yvonne Parchment

Dr. Marcia Magnus
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Whyte

Parchment

Merline Barton has
worked in the
Coconut Grove com-

munity in Florida for over 26
years in economic develop-
ment and social services. 

Ten years ago she co-
founded The Thelma Gibson
Health Initiative, with a mis-
sion to empower the under-
served, populations in Coconut
Gove, South Miami and the
adjoining Coral Gables com-

munities to obtain quality
healthcare and social services
through the existing systems of
care. She has created social
marketing techniques for low-
income populations and coor-
dinated fundraisers for the

benefit of
the West
Coconut
Grove com-
munity.
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One thing is sure,
Jamaicans love to laugh,
and we are known

around the world for our smiling
faces and pleasant nature.
But often what may seem serious
to some people, we take it as a
big joke. And you know what
they say, “What’s joke to you
means death to bullfrog.” 

That saying originated with
the habit that young boys had of
throwing stones at frogs. It was a
huge joke to the boys, but the
frogs often paid the ultimate
price for this attempt at humor
on the boys’ part. Well even so,
we do not care, and we love to
laugh, especially if it’s at some-
one else’s expense. 

Now let’s take the act of
falling, which people do all the
time. Sometimes it’s while cross-
ing the street, or perhaps walk-
ing down a flight of stairs, or
even falling out of a tree while
picking mangoes or ackees. It
can be a dangerous experience,
and people often get hurt badly
or even worse at times. In other
cultures people would run and

render assistance, but not so
Jamaicans. Well, truth be told,
we would offer help, but not
before a big belly laugh at the
poor person’s misfortune. 

If we discover that the per-
son is not seriously hurt, then the
laughter continues and the tales
of the fall begin to circulate like
wildfire. 

“Whooee, de man fall down
and buss him head, what a man
fool fool, hahahahahahha.” 

Oh yes, the act of falling is
seen as gross clumsiness on the
victim’s part and always his fault
and, of course, worthy of a good
belly laugh.

EXTREME 
But where we take laughter

at other people’s expense to the
extreme is in a person’s disability.
That’s right, we have no respect
or sympathy for people who are
afflicted with a physical disabili-
ty, as long as it’s not too severe.
So much so that those are often
portrayed on the stage in our
theater. There was one famous
play named “Operation P” that

made fun of a
man’s most
precious
organ. That
play ran for
months and
attracted
record audi-
ences as peo-
ple laughed
heartily at the
man’s misfor-
tune.  

I remember this guy who
used to hang around at the air-
port and ‘entertain’ people with
his antics. They called him Bruk
Up because of his deformities.
His spine was twisted, his legs
were bent and uneven, he had a
hunch back and his arms were of
uneven length. But he used all
this to his advantage as he danced
much to the amusement of per-
sons looking on. In fact he didn’t
even have to dance, as his natural
movement seemed like a dance.
What was interesting was that the
foreign visitors showed great sym-
pathy to Bruk Up without even
breaking a smile. But Jamaicans
laughed to their heart’s content
and even encouraged him to con-
tort his broken body into nigh
impossible positions. 

“Come Bruk Up, dance
some more, kin poopa lik now.” 

Kin poopa lik means to do a
flip or a tumble, and they loved
to see that. 

Even a minor
limp is not
spared, and
people will
laugh at the
afflicted and
even mimic
them behind
their backs. 
I also remem-
ber this poor
girl who was
cross-eyed, and
instead of offer-
ing sympathy,
young boys
would purpose-
ly engage her in
conversation
just so that they

could look into her eyes and
laugh at her. Then they would go
back to their cronies and say, 

“I couldn’t tell if she was
looking at me or over my shoul-
der….hahahahhaha.”

STUTTER STEP 
As for a stutter or a lisp,

Jamaicans are merciless with
this, and all speech impediments
are fair game for peals of laugh-
ter. These too are portrayed in
our dramatic presentations and
the laughter is nonstop. There is
this ‘joke’ about this guy who
stuttered and approached anoth-
er guy to ask him directions.
When he struggled through the
question and the guy wouldn’t
answer him, he walked away in
frustration. Someone looking on,
asked the man why he didn’t
answer the guy when he asked
for directions, to which he
replied: “You you you waannt
hhh hhh him ttt tt thh think ss ss
say mm mme mmmo mmocking
hhim?” That so-called joke has
been around for a while, but still
gets laughter from Jamaicans
everywhere. 

But if you want to hear
Jamaicans laugh, then look at
the physical characteristics of a
person. Yes, we may all be made
in God’s image it has been said,
but we also know that God has a
wicked sense of humor. Does the
term ‘monkey man’ ring a bell?
That’s the name given to a man
some deem to be ugly, and peo-
ple will laugh at such a person
for their entire life. 

A person with a big nose is
fair game for laughter, and even
now I remember a teacher from
my high school days who was
thusly blessed. The man was
accomplished in many areas of
academia and sports, but he was
best known for his gigantic pro-
boscis. His nose was the subject
of much humor and the boys
would even draw caricatures of
the man all over the walls of the
school, much to his chagrin and
to the amusement of the stu-
dents. Oh how we would laugh,
draw sketches, tell stories and

snicker when he approached and
departed. 

MISGUIDED 
We were ruthless with our

misguided humor. Jamaicans are
merciless when it comes to over-
sized features such as big nose,
big mouth, big ears, and big
head. Nicknames are often given
to those afflicted, and they stick
for life. One glance and the
laughter erupts, first as a snicker,
then into peals, then gales of rau-
cous laughter. 

As for big feet, especially on
a woman, that too is fair game
for laughter, and even a hit song
by Lt. Stichie was made about
this. “Young gyal wear your
size,” the lyrics said, referring to
women with big feet who love to
force their hooves into shoes that
are too small. 

Clothes are also the subject
of great laughter, and as much as
we are fashion conscious, we
laugh at fashion faux pas. This
goes for both men and women.
Woe betide the woman who
dresses badly - ill fitting pants or
a blouse that‘s out of style. That
will make people laugh. ‘Flood’
pants are fair game. Flood pants
are way too short, giving the
impression that the wearer is
expecting a flood and therefore
had the pants shortened so that
they would not get wet. Lo the
man or woman who wears flood
pants, as the peals of laughter
would rival the ringing of the
bells of the Sistine Chapel. 

Wigs are in, and the era of
false hair is upon us, but heaven
help you if your wig is ill-fitting
or looks false. You will be
laughed at. The same goes for
bad make-up as women especial-
ly will laugh in your face. 

‘SPEAKY SPOKEY’ 
Many Jamaicans love to

‘speaky spokey’, or attempt to be
eloquent without knowing the
meaning of the words – a la Mrs.
Malaprop. Just let someone
speak and make some English
gaffes and see how they’re
laughed at. 

“Er…it is my considered
obfuscation that the parameters
of this auspicious occasion makes
me feel splendacious and susse-
flastic.”  

So we laugh a lot. We laugh
at fat people, skinny people,
short man, ugly man, false teeth
and knock knees, men who’s
wives cheat on them. 

We love to laugh. We mean
no harm, but we are a people
known for our wide grins and
raucous laughter. We are
Jamaican. We are 50 this year,
and we have more than 50 rea-
sons to keep on laughing.

seido1@hotmail.com.
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SERIOUS ‘SUMTING’: When Jamaicans ‘tek bad tings mek laugh’



Jamaican-born authorAndrea Nugent has released
a book to help children deal

with a parent who has cancer.
“Mommy is Still Mommy:

Cancer can’t change that” is
aimed at being a catalyst for
conversation between patients
undergoing treatment for cancer
and their children.

The book includes text and
colorful illustrations that children
can relate to and tackles the
effects of cancer treatment. It also
attempts to “simplify the effects
of cancer treatment and change
the way cancer impacts” families,
according to a press release
announcing the book’s release. 

Nugent is a single mother
and both epilepsy and breast
cancer survivor. Originally from
Kingston, she spent most of her
life in South Florida and attend-

ed Nova
Southeastern
University in
Davie where
she earned mas-
ter’s degree in
business admin-
istration. She
currently
resides in
Miramar. 

Nugent is also founder of
B.i.o.n.i.c. Girls, Inc. (Beauty is
Optional: Newer, Improved,
Changed), a non-profit breast
cancer organization that pro-
vides free services to breast can-
cer patients and survivors in
South Florida. 

For details about the book
and organization, visit www.face-
book.com/mommyisstillmommy
and www.bionicgirls.org. 
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• TITLE: In Praise of 
Jamaica: Natural Wonders,
Heroes and Achievements

• AUTHOR: 
George Meikle

• REVIEWED BY: 
Jason Walker

Jamaica celebrates 50 years of Independence in
2012 and a native of the

Caribbean nation is celebrating
its qualities with a book titled
“In Praise of Jamaica: Natural
Wonders, Heroes and
Achievements”. 

Author George Meikle
delivers an informative piece for
those interested in, or connected
to, Jamaica. Meikle, who has
lived in Canada for years, offers
the perspective of a Jamaican
who has lived outside of
Jamaica. 

Meikle studied works by
Jamaican historians and socio-
anthropologists and shows
important aspects of Jamaican
history, culture and develop-
ment from an international per-
spective. The book mainly reads
like a listing, accompanied by
strikingly engaging photographs,
including Jamaican people,
achievements, food, ecosystem
and beauty.  

There is so much informa-
tion, readers are able to refresh
their knowledge and discover

previously unknown tidbits.
Prominent statesman Norman
Manley was a world class athlete
in his day. There’s a peek into
the thinking of fellow National
Hero Samuel Sharpe before the
Christmas Day Rebellion. There
is information on Professor Rex
Nettleford and other persons
who have impacted the develop-
ment of Jamaican society, and
the development the country’s
education system and family
power structures. 

The book links Jamaica
with other Caribbean nations.
Meikle discusses the Taino peo-
ple and the coming of
Christopher Columbus, the
Maroons, and Jamaicans’ inter-
action with Haiti’s revolutionary
army and Simon Bolivar. 

POSITIVIES 
There are some unfortunate

sections, such as perpetuating
the myth that Columbus “dis-
covered” Jamaica, mentioning
hip hop and even Gil Scott
Heron (a Jamaican who is seen
as the founder of hip hop) yet
not mentioning Clive Campbell,
also known as Cool Herc (the
Jamaican who created hip hop),
and claiming that reggae started
in the 1970s when reggae started
before then. 

These minor inconsistencies
do not, however, take away
from the positives of the book. 

The book touches on
Jamaican culture, people, ecol-
ogy, tourism, history, religion
(Afro-centric and European),
ethnic groups, national heroes
and other segments that have
grown out of nation building. It
also lists great contributions in
science, economics, society,
politics and other areas all
around the world. It’s a good

way to reflect on Jamaica as it
reaches 50.  

Meikle’s effort is filled with
engaging imagery of Jamaica’s
natural habitats. The images
come along with important
information about the sites, such
as Milk River Bath being con-
sidered the most radioactive in
the world, which, along with
other Bath Fountains, have
great health benefits. Other
wonders include 1,000 endemic
species of flora and fauna, and
25 endemic birds (more than
any other Caribbean or Oceanic

Island around the world). 
Meikle’s book is an easy

read, filled with great examples
of the exceptional works done
by Jamaicans and those of
Jamaican descent around the
world. It brings inspiration and
pride yet touches on facts that
are less than inspirational. It is
straightforward. It also shows
that there is so much more to
document – a fact Meikle
admits at the end. 

The book’s timing is per-
fect, reminding Jamaicans of
their historic greatness and

impact on the world. It will also
open the eyes of non-Jamaicans
to the fact that such a small
country can punch way outside
of its size and make a big impact
on the world.  

“In Praise of Jamaica:
Natural Wonders, Heroes and
Achievements” is an excellent
read for 2012 - the year Jamaica
turns 50. 

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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DAWN A. DAVIS

Not just sun, sand and
sea, Jamaica is luring
international thrill

seekers and adventure junkies
with attractions that promise
to satisfy all tastes.

From Kingston to Negril,
Jamaica is rivaling major
international destinations with
the range of activities now
available for visitors.

Not traditionally thought
of as a tourist destination, the
capital city of Kingston is
changing its business-focused
image with activities and
tours to keep the entire 
family happy.

Hope Gardens, the coun-
try’s major botanical gardens,
and the largest in the
Caribbean, is spread out over
200 acres. It recently refur-
bished and re-launched as a
tourist attraction. Located 
in the heart of Kingston on
Hope Road, it features impec-
cably designed and manicured
flowering gardens, showcasing
indigenous flora and fauna, a
hedge-lined maze for little

ones, greenhouses, fountains,
butterfly garden and a zoo
that houses a bevy of exotic
animals.

In its heyday, the proper-
ty was the Sunday haunt for
locals. But years of neglect
saw a drastic fall-off in inter-
est. Today, the Nature
Preservation Foundation, with
support from government and
private sector, has rejuvenat-
ed the park to attract locals
and tourists. With pink
flamingos strolling freely, gar-
dens bursting with color, poui
trees, beckoning hibiscus, and
a chorus of birdsong including
that of the Doctor Bird,
Jamaica’s national bird, locals
and visitors have a new sanc-
tuary spot in Kingston.

EMANCIPATION PARK
New Kingston’s

Emancipation Park is also 
a magnet for visitors and
locals. Situated opposite the
Wyndham and Pegasus hotels
means it is the perfect place
for weary business travelers to
chill. The addition of a band
shell and stage for concerts

and cinema events also draws
thousands to the park, known
for its famous larger-than-life
bronze sculpture
“Redemption Song”.

Standing 11 feet, the nude
couple proudly representing
the resilience and brilliance of
the Jamaican people, was cre-

ated by local artist Laura
Facey. Emancipation Park
takes on that same spirit as it
welcomes visitors.

For nighttime trawlers
and ‘rootsy’ music lovers, Rae
Town is the place to be. Rae
Town Sundays, a street dance
in a town that faces Kingston’s

natural harbor, has become
popular not just for locals.
Foreigners from all over the
world can be spotted rocking
to the syncopated rhythms of
roots rock reggae blasting
from 10-foot speaker boxes.

St. Peter’s Anglican Church in Falmouth

(Continued on page 18B)
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The air trembled with
excitement. Jamaica 
had withdrawn from the

West Indies Federation and
was seeking its own
Independence from Great
Britain as a colony, and
yearned to be a member of 
the British Commonwealth 
of Nations.

The child
Jamaica,
wanted
everyone to
acknowledge
its maturity.
Under the
proposed
political
change, the
country
would have
its own con-
stitution
retaining a governor general as
the Titular Representative of
the Crown.

So the decade of the 1960s
opened, and the heads of the
political parties – Norman
Manley for the People’s
National Party (PNP) and
Alexander Bustamante for the
Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) –
went to London to complete
the negotiations. They suc-
ceeded and came home for
general elections to see who
would lead the new nation.

Things moved swiftly. The
date was set for Monday, Aug.
6, 1962. The first governor gen-
eral would be Sir Kenneth
Blackburn. The JLP won the
elections and Bustamante
would be the prime minister.

PREPARATIONS
Frantic preparations began

for the event. A coat of arms
was struck with the motto:
“Out of Many, One People”. A
national anthem, “Jamaica:
Land We Love”, was selected,
along with an Independence
song. “Gather together, be
brothers and sisters, we’re
Independent”, the song pro-
claimed.

Plans were made for the
involvement of every sector of
society and every community.
The government gave paint for
schools and municipal build-
ings. The schools were the cen-
ter of planning operations.
Flags were produced and
marches planned. Bonfires
would be lit and the populace
was plunged into a frenzy of
joyful preparations.

At the stroke of midnight
on Aug. 5 Jamaica would be
free. Aug. 6 would be our first
day of Independence.

As a young forester, I had

been caught up in the activi-
ties. We were stationed at
Ginger River Project 8, Joppa,
St. Andrew. We had to prepare
for this significant moment.
Our country would be the
youngest member of the
British Commonwealth of
Nations. My senior officer
assigned me the task of making
a bonfire. The site we chose
was high up on one side of the
Blue Mountain Range where
the parishes of St. Andrew, St.
Mary, and Portland converge.
It was on the St. Andrew side,
overlooking the island capital
of Kingston, and was some
3,000 feet above sea level.

THE BIG DAY
It was Sunday afternoon,

Aug. 5, and our party was
assembled in the square at Mt.
Airy. We had a donkey loaded
with two five-gallon tins of
kerosene oil and an adequate
supply of white rum.

Our orders by the govern-
ment decreed that the bonfire
should be lit at midnight to
begin the Independence cele-
brations. At 8:30 p.m., the per-
son at Heathshire Hills lit his
fire (made from old tires, as
was done in communities that

lacked a good supply of wood).
Around 11:30 p.m. we

poured the kerosene oil and lit
the pile. The flames shot up
into the air. We could hear an
exultant shout from Mt. Airy
miles below us, and then they
too lit their bonfire.

As if on cue, we could see
bonfires being lit across the
countryside: Bull Head in mid-
Clarendon, which is also the
middle of Jamaica, Pt. Maria,
High Gate, Annotto Bay.
Shortly after we saw the fire-
works from the National

Stadium, which meant that the
people there were seeing our
bonfire.

We felt the pride of
Independence surging through
our breasts. Although we were
on an isolated mountainside,
we were not alone. Aug. 6,
1962 our shouts mingled with
the jubilation of a million and
a half other inhabitants across
the 411,000 square miles of the
lovely jewel of the Caribbean
Sea: Jamaica, land we love.

Edited from an article 
contributed contributed to
Caribbean Today by Archie
Knight.
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National Hero Sir Alexander Bustamante,
Jamaica’s first prime minister.

ARCHIE

KNIGHT



It’s the place to show off your
moves and learn the latest
dances. 

JUNGLE FLIGHT
Wanna fly? Why not 

take one of the most thrilling
flights through the thick 
jungles of Good Hope in
Falmouth. Signing up for a
Chukka Caribbean Adventure
is the only way to sail through
the lush canopy and come
away with a new definition of
exhilarating. Not only will
your feet touch the tops of
some of the tallest trees in the
forest, you will literally fly

through one of
the largest guan-
go trees on the
2,000 acre prop-
erty and over the
meandering river
that graces the
‘jungly’ grounds.

Did you
know you can
also fly on water?
That’s the prom-
ise, and indeed
the experience,
once you tube
down the Martha
Brae River that
cuts through the
Good Hope
property.

Don’t be
fooled, it’s not all
calm and serene.
Yes, you will see
some of the most
scenic spots on
the island, but the
rapids will also

thrash you
under stone
bridges, around
caves, and
change course
in a split sec-
ond. There’s no
forgetting this
ride.

After all
the excitement
why not take in
a Braemar trol-
ly tour of his-
toric Falmouth,
the port city where goods and
slaves were traded in the 18th
century? It all starts at the
new Historic Falmouth Cruise
Port, a themed
destination/attraction created
in partnership with Royal
Caribbean Cruises and the
Port Authority of Jamaica. 

The $200 million facility
has transformed the water-
front into a site that easily fits
into the national heritage of
old Falmouth. With Georgian
style buildings, in keeping
with the rest of the town, the
port offers cruise passengers
shopping, local fare, exotic
eats and tours to round out
the Jamaican experience.

From the port, visitors
ride through Water Square,
Falmouth’s commercial dis-
trict, to Albert George Market
with its famous clock tower,
pass the Georgian-inspired
courthouse and the majestic
St. Peter’s Anglican Church.
The guided tour takes you
back to British colonial times.

FISH FUN
From old Jamaica to

snuggling up to nature, there
is so much to do. Ocho Rios-
based Dolphin Cove will give
visitors a chance to swim with,
and even kiss, dolphins, sharks
and stingrays.

This attraction brings you
up close with some of the
most intelligent mammals in
the ocean. Take a dip in the
natural lagoon and ‘speak’ to
the playful dolphins. And, if
you have the nerve, jump in
with the sharks for the thrill of
your life.

The 23-acre family-friend-
ly property also features exot-
ic birds that will literally eat
out of your hand, a jungle trail
with snakes and iguanas, and
restaurants to recharge after
all that animal schmoozing.

Tired? Understandably.
There is a lot more to see and
do all across the island, but it
would take a book to go into
here. Even when you leave
Jamaica, there is an adventure
awaiting at both airports. Get
a ‘lass lick’ of Jamaican cul-
ture at Club Kingston and
Club MoBay, the VIP lounge
with a difference. Not only

will you be pam-
pered with local
food, a shower
facility, and a mas-
sage, you will be
surrounded by
Jamaican art,
music, and hospi-
tality. Walk good!

Dawn A. Davis is
a freelance writer
for Caribbean
Today.
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Rhode Scholar Stephen
Vasciannie has been
named Jamaica’s new

ambassador to the United
States.

Vasciannie, 52, a former
head boy of Kingston College
and international lawyer, was
approved in late May. The
head of the Norman Manley
Law School at the University
of the West Indies is sched-
uled to officially take up the

post in
Washington
D.C. next
month.
“I think that
this is an
opportunity
for me to
exercise my
legal and
other training

for the benefit of the country,”
Vasciannie told the Jamaica

Observer newspaper last
month.

“I think that relations
between Jamaica and the
United States constitute the
highest level of relations for
this country and, therefore, I
will be anxious to provide a
high level of representation in
looking out for the interest of

this country.”
Vasciannie replaces

Audrey Marks, a business-
woman, in Jamaica’s most sen-
ior foreign posting.

After leaving high
school, Vasciannie earned a
bachelor of science degree in
economics from UWI, a mas-
ter’s degree in international

law from the University of
Cambridge, a bachelor of
arts degree in jurisprudence
from the University of
Oxford, and a PhD in inter-
national law from Oxford. In
1981 he won the Jamaica
Rhodes Scholarship.
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Vasciannie

‘Flights’ through the thick jungles of Good Hope in Falmouth pro-
vides extra thrill.
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some of the color has gone out of
life!

MEAT MATTER
A colleague lived in Bog

Walk and shopped every week-
end at Linstead Market. She
explained that a butcher there
had good meat, but would only
sell huge chunks, too large for
herself and her husband. She
asked if I would share it with her.
Thus began an entertaining
weekly event. The meat would
be chosen and, as usual, the
butcher refused to cut it. She
bought it, paid for it then asked
him to divide it. With one swipe
of his machete the deed was
done and two pieces of meat
were wrapped in pages of The
Gleaner and handed over.

The only plaza then was
Tropical Plaza. Most people
shopped downtown where Issas
and Nathans ruled the roost.
After shopping, one could sit on
the balcony there with a cool
drink and watch the King Street
crowds below. The Myrtle Bank
Hotel was the society high spot.
For those wishing to cool off, tea
at the Mona Hotel was a long
way to go, but worth it.

TOWN AND COUNTRY
Constant Spring and Stony

Hill seemed to be removed from
Kingston, which was much more
compact at that time. Spanish
Town was considered to be
“country”. People expressed sur-
prise that I would drive there
each day to work.

Visits to Ocho Rios and
Montego Bay were major expedi-
tions along narrow, mountain
roads. As for Negril, to get to the
beach, we took machetes with us
and hacked our way through
mangroves to enjoy some of the
best diving anywhere.

Port Antonio was very up-
market, with film stars flying in
to Frenchman’s Cove. There
were stories of being able to
choose any food on earth, which
would be flown in for the guests.
If the sun failed to shine, rumor
had it that guests could be trans-
ported to a sunny location!

My three years turned into
46. The Jamaica I left in 2008 was

very different from the one I
embraced in 1962.  Some changes
were almost imperceptible, oth-
ers dramatic.

CHANGES
Infrastructure has improved

beyond recognition. Roads are
wider, shopping centers exist
cheek by jowl. Traffic is unbeliev-
able. Petrol prices have skyrock-
eted. 

Families no longer employ
several staff. In my early days
many had cooks, laundresses,
nannies, gardeners. The word
“maids” went out of fashion to
be replaced by “helpers”. Even
areas of Kingston changed their
names from “Pen” to “Town”.

Education developed rapid-
ly. Free secondary schooling was
offered for a time, but gradually
costs were re-imposed as the
financial realities hit.  Overseas
exams gave way to Caribbean
Exams at ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels. The
University of the West Indies
grew tremendously.

Culturally, music and sport
put Jamaica on the world map.
Bob Marley and Usain Bolt are
two names to be conjured with
anywhere in the world.

Migration at its height in the
1950s and 1960s gave way to a
different exodus in the 1970s as
political upheavals took their toll.
American visas were regarded as
the pathway to paradise but the
island suffered as many qualified
people departed.

BAD, GOOD NAME
Violence has given the island

a bad name overseas. People fail
to realize that this can be con-
fined to particular - often inner
city - areas. When it hits the
headlines, those overseas often
think the entire island is ablaze.
The effect on tourism is grievous. 

All-inclusive hotels offer
good value, but perhaps deprive
visitors of the chance to experi-
ence the real Jamaican life. The
threat of drugs and violence keeps
visitors happily on the protected
beaches whereas at one time they
would willingly converse with
locals in out of the way places.

Whether or not people are
happier now is debatable.

The sun still shines, the sea
is blue, bananas, plantains and

the world’s best coffee, to say
nothing of jerk chicken, patties
and Red Stripe, go a long way to
cushioning hardships. 

There has certainly been a
general maturing politically and
in other ways. The second 50

years should go a long way
towards consolidating the gains
of the first 50. A few gold medals
at the Olympics would give
everyone something to cheer and
come at an opportune moment.

The 100 metres final is just

around the time of Jamaica’s
Independence, Aug. 6, 1962!

Marie Gregory is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

INDEPENDENCE WI SEH!: My memories of Jamaica since 1962
~ A Caribbean Today special feature

(Continued from page 2B)
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a culture so rich you can taste it

Some believe that Jamaica’s national bird, the Doctor Bird,  
got its name because its long tail feathers resemble the formal tailcoats  

island doctors once wore. Others believe it has healing powers.  
But everyone agrees that it holds a very special place  

in this Caribbean country’s history and heart.

Both the Doctor Bird and the flowers are made from favorite island foods. The Doctor Bird:  
Peppers, Avocado, Coffee Beans, Coconut, Aloe, Bok Choy, Taro Root, Plantains, Okra,  

Green Onion and Bananas. Flowers: Eggplant Slices, Banana Bunches, Mint Leaves and Stems.

Jamaica Celebrates 50 Years of Independence  
8 6 1962 to 8 6 2012

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada,
CMC – Former Calypso
Monarch Biko Lewis has been
sentenced to 20 months in
prison, after being convicted
of sexual offenses against a
minor.

Lewis ran into trouble
with the law eight months
after he won the calypso

monarch title for the first time
in 2008.

The two-time monarch
from Chantimelle, St. Patrick’s
was accused of engaging in
sexual acts with a minor who
was 15 years old at the time.
The incident is alleged to have
happened on April 17, 2009.

Æ

The Bahamas Consulate
General has announced
a series of event to cele-

brate this year’s anniversary of
Independence this month.

The Bahamas, a small
archipelagic country south of
the Florida coast, with a popu-
lation of some 350,000 persons,
gained its Independence from
Great Britain on July 10, 1973,
ending more than 300 years of
British rule.  The Executive
Branch consist of the Cabinet,
headed by the prime minister.
The Legislative Branch con-
sists of the Senate and lower
House of Assembly and there
is an independent Judiciary. 

Recent elections held 
in early May returned the
Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP), under the leadership of
Perry G. Christie, to power.

The Bahamas
boasts some 700
islands and cays
with powdery soft
beaches and pris-
tine waters.  It is
among the pre-
mier tourist desti-
nations in the
Caribbean.  Given
its proximity to
the United States,
The Bahamas 
welcomes some 
80 percent of its
tourists from the
U.S.  Tourism, 
the number one
industry, employs
almost 50 percent
of the workforce
and almost 20 per-
cent in the bank-
ing and financial

services sector. 

WHAT’S NEXT
The 39th anniversary of

Independence celebrations will
offer the following events in
South Florida, U.S.:

• 7 p.m., July 6 - Gospel
celebration, organized by
Bahamian recording artiste
Simeon Hall, to be held at
Sure Foundation Ministries
COGOP in West Park.

• 9 p.m., July 13 - KP
Productions will host its
Annual Royal Bahamas Police
Force Pop Band and Junkanoo
Review at 2700 N.W. 167th St.,
Miami Gardens.

• Noon to 8 p.m., July 14 -
the consulate general, in con-
junction with the City of West
Park and KP Productions, 
will host an Independence

Goombay Family Fun Day at
McTyre Park, 3501 S.W. 56th
Ave., West Park.

The event is designed 
to expose the people of 
South Florida to “all things
Bahamian”, including arts and
craft, cuisine and junkanoo.
activities.  The major attrac-
tions are the cook-off, “Conch
ain’t ga no bone”, and the
junkanoo competition. 

• 3 p.m., July 15 - The
Annual Independence Church
Service and Reception at the
New Mt. Olive Baptist Church
in Fort Lauderdale. 

For more information on
the fun day, contact The
Bahamas Consulate General 
at 305-373-6295 or e-mail 
bcgmia@bellsouth.net. 

Æ

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada –
The free movement of enter-
tainers as outlined under the
revised Treaty of Chaguaramas
that governs the Caribbean
community (CARICOM) inte-
gration movement is likely to
be tested in Grenada as the
island prepares for its annual
carnival celebrations in August.

At the center of the debate
is whether a private promoter
should be allowed to stage a
“Soca Show” here on the same
night that the state-sponsored
carnival organizers, Spice Mas
Corporation (SMC), is staging
its Panorma competition.

“We have asked the pro-
moters to relocate their show.
Change the date. That’s where
we are at. So any reference to
the Treaty of Chaguaramas and
the provisions of the CARI-
COM Single Market and
Economy (CSME) to the free
movement is not being
addressed here,” said SMC
Chairman Colin Dowe.

He said Grenada’s invest-
ment is being protected by “a
simple request” to reschedule
the “White in Moonlight” Soca
Show.

ROADBLOCK
SMC Director Claudette

Joseph said her organization
will ask the Ministry of Labor
not to issue work permits for
non-Grenadian Caribbean

artistes billed for the show.
“What we can do and

when I say we, I include, our
appointers meaning the central
government…work permits
need to be issued. Those can be
refused, ” she said, adding “we
have advised the Department
of Labor that we did not give
permission for the show to pro-
ceed so we do not expect the
Department of Labor in the
face of that information to
issue work permits for persons
to perform on that event on
that day.”

But the promoters are
insisting that the position of the
state corporation runs contrary
to a number of factors includ-
ing Grenada’s commitment to
the CSME that allows for the
free movement of goods, skills,
labor and services across the
region. Patrick Antoine, a
trade policy consultant who is
also with the show’s promoters,
said under existing CARICOM
arrangements no regional per-
formers require a permit to
work in Grenada.

FREE MOVEMENT
“Once you are a CARI-

COM national and you have a
CARICOM skills certificate no
one can stop you from mov-
ing,” he explained. “The discre-
tion that a government has it
essentially gave up when it
joined its own consensus with

other countries in the region.
“Once they have a skills certifi-
cate and they present it to
immigration no one can say to
them that they need a work
permit. In short all of this talk
about whether Spice Mas
Corporation does or does not

have the authority to say to the
immigration service’s who and
who not get work should per-
mit that is inappropriate,”
Antoine said.

A number of regional
artistes, including Trinidadian
singers and performers, are

scheduled to perform at the
soca show in rural St. Andrew’s
on Grenada’s east coast on
Aug. 11.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Ex-monarch gets 20 months in prison

JUMP AND WAVE: The Bahamas celebrates Independence in South Florida

Caribbean controversy erupts over staging of soca show in Grenada
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The color and excitement of ‘Goombay’ will be part of The
Bahamian treat.



For the seafood lover - that
means most Caribbean 
people – with a sweet tooth,
Caribbean Today offers a sim-
ple recipe this month: Coconut
shrimp with chocolate cherries
jubilee cheesecake.

It’s easy to make and
won’t take long. When it’s
done, you’ll be delighted you
tried it. Enjoy.

Coconut shrimp
• ¼ cup flour
• ½ cup Crystal Farms All
Whites Egg Whites

• 1 tablespoon water
• 2 cups panko bread crumbs
• 1 cup shredded coconut

• ¼ cup teaspoon kosher salt
• ¼ teaspoon allspice
• 1 ½  pounds large peeled and
deveined white shrimp
(thawed)

• ¼ cup canola oil
• ¾ cup Smucker’s Apricot
Pineapple Preserves

• 2 tablespoons prepared
horseradish

Method
Place flour on plate (can

be paper). Combine eggs and
water in shallow bowl.
Combine in second shallow
bowl panko, coconut, salt and
allspice.

Dip each shrimp in flour
(coating both sides), then dip
into egg mixture (allowing
excess to drip off). Finally, did
into coconut mixture. Wash
hands.

Preheat large sauté pan on
medium-high two to three
minutes. Place oil in pan then
add one-half of the shrimp.
Cook two to three minutes on
each side or until golden.
Drain on paper towels. Repeat
with remaining shrimp.

Combine preserves and
horseradish in microwave-safe

bowl. Microwave on high for
one to two minutes, stirring
once, or until melted. Stir
sauce and serve with shrimp.

For traditional fried
shrimp, omit coconut, salt and
allspice. Instead, add one more
cup of panko, one teaspoon of
seasoned salt and one tea-
spoon of dried oregano to
panko mixture.

Chocolate cherries
jubilee cheesecake
• 1 cup heavy whipping cream

• 6 slices Publix Bakery N.Y.-
Style Cheesecake

• 1 (10 ounce) bag Ghirardelli
Bittersweet Chocolate Chips
(about two cups)

• 1 (20 ounce) Comstock 
Lite Cherry Filling

• ¼ cup cream sherry 
(optional)

Method
Place cream on small

saucepan. Heat on medium-
high for four to five minutes or
until hot and steaming.
Arrange cheesecake slices on
serving dishes.

Remove pan from heat
and add chocolate morsels (do
not stir). Let stand three to
four minutes. Combine pie fill-
ing and sherry in small bowl
until blended.

Whisk chocolate mixture
until smooth. Pour over
cheesecake slices. Top with
cherry mixture. Chill until
ready to serve.

Makes six servings.

- Recipe obtained from Publix
Aprons Simple Meals.

Æ

SWEET AND SAUCY: Coconut shrimp with chocolate cherries jubilee cheesecake
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Coconut shrimp

INDEPENDENCE FOOD FEST

Eddy Edwards, chairman of Jamaican Jerk Festival USA, announces plans for the 2012 Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival
in New York. The event will celebrate the anniversaries of Jamaica’s 50th year of independence and Grace Foods
90th year in business. The one-day food festival is scheduled for July 22 at Roy Wilkins Park in Queens and feature
spicy jerk fare, plus cultural, culinary and entertainment presentations from noon to 8 p.m.
The entertainment package will feature Jamaican singer Tarrus Riley, Fab 5 Band, cooking competitions, dominoes
and cultural presentations.

For more information, including tickets, visit www.jerkfestivalny.com. Children 12 years and under will be admit-
ted free. The Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival is presented in association with Digicel and VP Records, and is sponsored
by Western Union, The Jamaica Tourist Board, Jet Blue Airways, Bigga Sodas, Irie Jam Media, and VitaMalt.



HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
- A 41-year-old Bermudian
construction company boss has
been jailed for seven years in
the United States for his part
in a $3.9 million heroin impor-
tation plot that originated in
St. Maarten, according to
media reports here last month.

Prosecutors had suggested
Rudolph Travers Clarke
should be locked up for up 
to 15 years. They said he
deserved a tough sentence
because he paid and directed
his Bermudian co-defendant,
Kyle John, to carry the drugs
into the U.S.

However, Clarke’s lawyer
said he deserved less, arguing
that John lied when he
claimed Clarke was the brains
behind the operation.

SEARCH
Clarke and John, 53, were

arrested at John F. Kennedy
Airport in New York in Jan.
2011 as they tried to make
their way from St. Maarten to
Bermuda. According to court
documents, customs officers

stopped John and searched his
bags, and discovered a false
bottom in his suitcase. They
found the heroin, which
weighed 1.2 kilograms, when
they opened it.

That amount of the drug
has a street value of around
$3,952,000 if sold on the
streets of Bermuda.

John told a Homeland
Security official after his
arrest that Clarke gave him
the bag of drugs, and he
agreed to carry it in return for
a payment of $10,000 at the
end of the trip.

The men admitted guilt
during earlier hearings.
During his plea hearing, John
told a judge he received treat-
ment for cocaine abuse during
2010. He also stated: “I knew
I was carrying drugs but I did-
n’t know what type of drugs.”
He is due to be sentenced this
month.

Clarke was sentenced to
87 months in prison and fined
$5,000.

Æ

ST JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Britain has provided Antigua
and Barbuda with a compact
portable devise that would
allow immigration officials to
check security and travel docu-
ments at the points of entry on
the island.

The Second Secretary of
the Barbados-based British
High Commission by Daniel
Carruthers in handing over the
“foster + freeman eye – D/C1”
equipment to National Security
Minister Dr. Errol Cort, said it
is part of the United Kingdom’s
efforts to bolster international
border control and security in
light of the upcoming Olympics
and the need to increase inter-
national security needs.

He added that London has
always had a close working
relationship with the local
immigration
department.

Cort said
he was pleased
that the British
government
had decided on
making the
equipment
available to the
immigration
service while acknowledging
the close working relationship
the local department has had
with the U.K. Border Services.

He recalled that last year
members of the local
Immigration team spent a

week in the U.K. observing
their operations, and as last
month the Immigration
Department facilitated the visit
of a staff member of the British
High Commission being sta-
tioned there to conduct various
immigration matters.

Cort said that the equip-
ment, which is designed to
check standard security features
in travel documents, would also
be utilized by other depart-
ments including the Passport
and Citizen Office that now
sends documents to the CARI-
COM Implementation Agency
for Crime and Security
(IMPACS) for verification.

Æ

U.S. jails Bermuda construction
firm boss for smuggling heroin 

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
The Jamaica government says
it has signed a Letter of Intent
with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), to participate in
the international Container
Control Program.

The program is funded by
the Canadian government and
will result in Jamaica partner-
ing with the UNODC and the
World Customs Organization
(WCO) to strengthen the
country’s ability to process
containers that pass through
the nation’s ports.  

Under the program, there
will be the formation of dedi-

cated, interagency container
profiling units, comprising
teams from Customs, the
Jamaica Constabulary and
Jamaica Defence Forces, the
Port Authority of Jamaica and
other relevant law enforce-
ment officers.

They will work in co-
operation with each other to
prevent cargo containers from
being used for unlawful activi-
ties, such as illicit drug traf-
ficking, smuggling of goods,
tax evasion, intellectual prop-
erty related acts and possible
terrorist acts.

Æ

Jamaica-U.N. sign anti-drugs pact

Britain helps beef up security at Antigua’s ports

CHARLESTOWN, Nevis,
CMC - Premier Joseph Parry
says he is delighted that the
United States Supreme Court
had upheld the country’s
health care law, commonly
referred to as “Obamacare”.

The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) was signed into
law by President Barack
Obama on Mar. 23, 2010. It
seeks to overhaul existing
legislation and affects certain
aspects of the private health
insurance industry and public
health insurance programs,
requires insurance coverage
for pre-existing conditions,
and seeks to extend coverage
to 30 million uninsured
Americans by 2014.

“This reform will mean
that Nevisians residing or visit-

ing the United
States will be
able to utilize
a modern and
affordable
health care
system,” said
Premier Parry,
adding that he
agreed with
Obama that
health care is not political, but
is a good commodity for the
country.

“It is absolutely grand
that the entire law went
through and nothing was
struck out”, said Parry.

WELCOME
Caribbean lawmakers in

the U.S. have welcomed the
Supreme Court’s ruling that
upheld the Obama administra-

tion’s controversial initiative
to reform health care and
widen coverage of uninsured
Americans. They said
Caribbean immigrants in their
districts, many of whom are
uninsured or under-insured,
had already begun to benefit
from Obama’s health care
overhaul law.

The court agreed that a
key plank of the law - the
requirement that most
Americans obtain insurance
or pay a penalty - was author-
ized under the power of the
U.S. Congress to levy taxes.

The court voted five to
four, with Chief Justice John
G Roberts Jr providing the
swing vote as the court’s four
more liberal members backed
the law.

Æ

Nevis’s Premier Parry happy with U.S.
Supreme Court ruling on ‘Obamacare’
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HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
- A Supreme Court judge has
told Bermuda’s “worst bur-
glar” to take up fishing after
jailing him for four years 
for his latest crimes.

Winslow “Scaley”
Williams, 45, has a criminal
career stretching back 29 years.

According to Puisne
Judge Carlisle Greaves, a
Barbadian who sentenced him
recently, he should take up
fishing instead.

“You must consider 
yourself the worst burglar in
Bermuda,” the judge said.
“Not because you have done
so many of them but because
you’re so unsuccessful.

“You keep getting caught
in the most comical ways, red-
handed. The writing is clearly
on the wall. You should give
up your profession.”

MEMORY LOSS
Williams has a total of 31

previous convictions for
crimes such as burglary and
prowling. He told police he
could not remember the latest
one, speculating that he may
have been high on drugs.

The judge ordered that
Williams must serve his latest
sentence consecutive to the
three years he is currently
serving for prowling around
two homes.

Williams was famously
beaten up and left unconscious

by residents of a Devonshire
neighborhood when they
caught him in the act in last
November. On July 2 he was
sentenced for two burglaries
that predate the Devonshire
case.

“I know I’ve made a lot
of mistakes,” Williams told the
judge. “I’m not proud of
myself. I’m embarrassed for
myself and my family.”

Æ

Take up fishing, judge tells Bermuda’s ‘worst burglar’

Parry

Cort



ST GEORGE’S, Grenada,
CMC - The main Opposition
New National Party (NNP)
has outlined a series of eco-
nomic measures it wants the
Tillman Thomas administra-
tion to consider in an effort to
turn around a struggling
Grenadian economy.

The measures were sug-
gested in response to a deep-
ening cash flow problem as
government workers reported
they had not been paid their
monthly salaries on the sched-
uled June 28 deadline.

The NNP, which was
booted out of government in
2008 after 13 consecutive
years in office, said that the
four-year-old National

Democratic Congress (NDC)
administration should seek
bilateral support from friendly
countries and organizations,
as well as call a round table
conference of all potential
local and foreign investors.

“In essence what I am
talking about here is the
restoration of confidence in
the private sector to invest,”
said NNP shadow Minister for
Finance Anthony Boatswain.

“Medium to long term
survival will be based on how
many private sector projects
we can get moving.”

IMF OPTION
Boatswain, a former

finance minister, is also sug-

gesting that the government
consider approaching the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a full blown stabi-
lization program as well as
seeking cooperation of fund-
ing agencies and fast track all
major development projects in
the pipeline.

The late-payment of
wages and salaries has caused
grumbling among public ser-
vants. Sources said that banks
here were refusing to extend
credit to the government
because it has operating at the
limit of its overdraft facility.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ.

CASTRIES, St. Lucia, CMC –
Regional institutions are con-
cerned over the likely conse-
quences for banking in the
Caribbean over United States
legislation that could lead to
capital flight, loss of customers
and the possible revocation of
visas.

Representatives of
Caribbean Banks and other
institutions met here last
month to discuss the implica-
tions of the Foreign Account
Tax Compliance Act
(FATCA), which seeks to
discourage, deter and detect
offshore tax evasion by U.S.
citizens who hold assets
abroad, either in foreign
financial institutions or 
foreign entities such as 
companies.

Regional Financial
Consultant Berkley
Greenidge told representa-
tives of the Caribbean
Association of Banks (CAB)
that just the process of setting
up and attending to the
reporting mechanisms can
place a high cost on financial
institutions in the region.

“Non-compliance with
reporting regulations by offi-
cers of financial institutions
may have personal conse-
quences like revocation of
U.S. visas,” said Greenidge, a
director at Price Waterhouse,
Eastern Caribbean.

“The real monster is
where a financial institution
has to provide details of a
client’s transaction, an activity
normally considered confiden-
tial by Caribbean banks.”

COSTS
It is estimated that tax

evasion costs the U.S. econo-

my $100 billion
annually, he said,
adding that the leg-
islation was formu-
lated in 2000 to dis-
courage tax eva-
sion by U.S. citi-
zens and residents.

The regula-
tions take effect
from Jan. 2014 –
whatever the out-
come of the U.S.
presidential elec-
tions in November
– and all provisions
should be enforced
by Jan. 2017. The
provisions include
withholding
amounts on
income and gross
proceeds.

According to
the regulations,
FATCA would not apply to
non-U.S. citizens, or to citi-
zens with accounts of $50,000
or less, and with companies
with $250,000 or less in for-
eign bank accounts, including
accounts in the offshore bank-
ing business, an activity crucial
to the economic development
of some Caribbean govern-
ments.

Potentially, however, the
law may have a long reach as
U.S. “green card” holders or
residents and non-U.S. foreign
financial institutions serving
U.S. citizens fall within the
range of FATCA.

‘BURDEN’
However Greenidge 

said that given the scope of
FATCA regulations, persons
with U.S. telephone numbers,
addresses, or who regularly
transfer U.S. funds to the U.S.

are likely to come under the
radar of the Internal Revenue

Service (IRS).
He said that just the

process of sorting out who is a
“U.S. person” would create a
“significant burden” for
regional financial institutions
and for the customers who are
to prove they are not “U.S.
persons”.

“And just the ownership
of a Magic Jack or skybox can
make you begin to look like a
U.S. person,” said Greenidge
drawing some laughter from
his audience.

Compliance with FATCA
would represent a significant
shift in the way banks make
money, Greenidge warned,
adding that “cost of compli-
ance may be passed on as
service charges to ordinary
customers or financial institu-
tions in the region who may
not be U.S. persons.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ.

Grenada gov’t grapples with cash flow crisis

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
new book released here by the
head of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) has
argued the 2010s will be the
“decade of Latin America and
the Caribbean”.

In his book, “The decade
of Latin America and the
Caribbean: A real opportuni-
ty”, IDB President Luis
Alberto Moreno argued that
in the coming years, the
region’s recent gains will be
“locked in and the average cit-
izen will be more prosperous
than ever before in the history
of the hemisphere”.

In practical terms,
Moreno suggested that if aver-
age growth rates remain close
to five percent per year – as
has been the case recently -
per capita income could dou-
ble by 2025.

In the book’s foreword,
United States Secretary of
State Hilary Clinton described

it as a
roadmap for
continued
progress and a
blueprint for
the decade,
saying Latin
America and
the Caribbean
holds the
“power of proximity” in U.S.
foreign policy.

JUMP
The IDB president said

such a jump would significant-
ly reduce income inequality
“and, hopefully, eradicate
once and for all the extreme
poverty that still affects one in
eight people in Latin America
and the Caribbean”.

Clinton said the book
“addresses both our greatest
opportunities and our most
acute challenges, from
strengthening education,
encouraging innovation, and

promoting universal opportu-
nity to bolstering democratic
institutions and fostering clean
growth - what he calls the long
list of unfinished business.”

Moreno has called for a
new way of looking at Latin
America and the Caribbean,
with a perspective that
emphasizes the region’s
strengths without neglecting
its weaknesses. He urged that
this new look focuses on
opportunities without ignoring
risks.

In the book’s introduc-
tion, Moreno called for a new
way of looking at Latin
America and the Caribbean,
with a perspective that
emphasizes the region’s
strengths without neglecting
its weaknesses.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ.

‘2010s will be Caribbean decade’ ~ book

Caribbean banks worry over U.S. tax recovery law
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The U.S. hunts tax evaders in the Caribbean.

Moreno



DAWN A. DAVIS

Caribbean tourism is facing
hurdles it must overcome to
remain competitive with world
markets.

Besides the obvious
worldwide economic crisis,
challenges such as inconsistent
visa policies and travel facili-
tation that hamper the flow 
of foreign visitors to the
Caribbean, as well as intra-
Caribbean travel for regional
nationals, is cutting into visitor
arrivals.

The United Kingdom’s
imposition of Air Passenger
Duty (APD) is also a vexing
issue because of its impact on
travel and tourism to the
Caribbean.

Regional tourism industry
leaders spoke with one voice
at the recently concluded
Tourism Summit and Outlook
Seminar hosted by the
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism
Association (CHTA) at the
Ritz Carlton Golf and Spa
Resort in Montego Bay,
Jamaica.

“For some Caribbean
states travel and tourism is the
single most important genera-
tor of livelihoods,” explained
David Scowsill, president and
chief executive officer of the
World Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC).

“In Antigua and Barbuda,
travel and tourism accounts
for a staggering 75 percent of
its national GDP (gross
domestic product). Here in
Jamaica it contributes to a
quarter of the national econo-
my.” 

The WTTC boss added:
“Last year, the Caribbean
received nearly 21 million visi-

tors, which is an
increase of five per-
cent on the previous
year. And these 21
million visitors gen-
erated 24.5 billion
U.S. dollars in tourist
receipts making
tourism one of the
single biggest export
industries for the
region. But, there are
challenges ahead and
the Caribbean
nations need to
speak with one voice
to fully tap into the
potential that travel
tourism offers.”
Looking ahead, it is
difficult to fathom
why the Caribbean
tourism sector is seen
as existing on shaky
ground based on
WTTC’s forecast that
estimates travel and
tourism to the
Caribbean’s GDP
will be $70.7 billion
by the year 2021, a whopping
$22.1 billion more than 2011.

“Behind these impressive
numbers lies a thriving, and
quite underestimated, engine
of economic growth, job cre-
ation and development,” said
Taleb Rifai, secretary general
of the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO).

STRUGGLE
Ironically, the numbers

belie the struggle the industry
faces, even while other sectors
are bolstered. The worrying
trend, said Scowsill, is that
capital investment in tourism
in the Caribbean fell by 0.3
percent in 2011. 

“We have to get better at

putting across the importance
of this industry,” he warned.

The Caribbean aviation
industry, and by extension
tourism, has also been severe-
ly affected by international
policies that, for example,
restrain free air movement of
people and cargo in air space
outside of certain boundaries.
A call for ‘open skies’ to liber-
alize the commercial aviation
industry has become critical to
travel and tourism across the
region.

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
has forecasted a marginal
profit for South America and
the Caribbean of only $100
million. But it also warns that
this could turn into a $400 mil-

lion loss if oil prices
spike towards the
end of the year,
Scowsill said. This
would mean dire
consequences for a
sector that supports
4.6 million jobs and
$107 billion in GDP
in Latin America and
the Caribbean. 

STEPS
Noting that the issue
of open skies must be
addressed with poli-
cies aimed at leveling
the playing field for
aviation across world
regions, Rifai out-
lined some practical
steps that can be
taken by Caribbean
governments to
enhance travel facili-
tation.
“Today complicated,
lengthy and over-
priced entry formali-
ties are still making it

difficult for tourists,” said
Rifai.

“...We have the technolo-
gy available to advance travel
facilitation and we know that
improving entry formalities
can stimulate demand, spend-
ing, and ultimately generate
more jobs; we just need to
find the will. If aviation could
end paper tickets, why would-
n’t we be able to work
towards paperless visas.”

Perhaps one of the most
discussed topics at the summit
was the United Kingdom’s Air
Passenger Duty (APD). The
tax, increased in April by
eight percent, could add up to
92 pounds, or $144 at the cur-
rent exchange rate, depending

on the number of miles trav-
eled. Passengers flying to the
Caribbean would pay more
based on distance.

“Arguments and pleas by
the industry have continued to
fall on deaf ears,” said
Scowsill.

“The Caribbean industry
has been at the forefront of
this argument. The structure
of APD leaves the region at a
considerable competitive dis-
advantage compared to other
destinations. However, the
UK Treasury does not listen.
This is where the global indus-
try really needs to speak with
one voice and one message.”

TAX DAMAGE
He added that an Oxford

University study indicated the
tax is also hurting the United
Kingdom, underscoring that
the removal of the tax would
result in a gain of 91,000
British jobs and a contribution
of 4.2 billion pounds to GDP
over a 12-month period.

An incensed Richard
Skerritt, chairman of the
Caribbean Tourism
Organization, lambasted the
inequity of the tax that places
the Caribbean in a more
expensive band than some of
its competitors including
Florida and Hawaii.

Scowsill underscored the
issue in no uncertain terms.

“Now we have to go to
war. This APD tax is a disease
that will spread to other coun-
tries unless we stop it now,”
he said.

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ.

WARNING SIGNS: How competitive is Caribbean tourism?

At least two regional
governments are set
to introduce new taxes

in the tourism sector, even as
the region criticizes Britain’s
increased aviation tax - the

Air Passenger Duty (APD),
which tourism officials say is
affecting visitor arrivals to the
Caribbean.

Last month the Jamaica
government announced that,

effective Aug. 1, each arriving
passenger whose trip originat-
ed abroad will be required to
pay a $20 fee. Additionally,
effective Sept. 1, the govern-
ment will also introduce an
accommodation tax for each
occupied hotel room of $1 per
night for properties with less

than 51 rooms, $2 for hotels
with 51 to 100 rooms, while
guests at properties with more
than 100 rooms will be
required to pay a levy $4 per
night.

Meanwhile, the Baldwin
Spencer administration in
Antigua recently passed the

Airport Administration
Charge Act 2012, under which
the country’s overall airport
taxes have been increased
from $63.75 to $93.75, and will
be added to passengers’ air-
fare.

Æ.

PARAMARIBO, Suriname,
CMC – Suriname and the
United States have signed a
draft open skies agreement
that they said would expand
air travel between the two
countries.

“The agreement will
expand air service and
encourage vigorous price
competition by airlines,
while safeguarding aviation
safety and security”, a state-
ment from the United States
Embassy here declared last
month.

The draft agreement,
when ratified, will replace an

outdated aviation arrange-
ment of 1957 that was signed
between Washington and The
Netherlands, Suriname’s for-
mer colonizer.

This is the first open skies
agreement between Suriname
and the U.S. It does away
with government interference
in the commercial decisions of
air carriers about routes,
capacity, and pricing, freeing
carriers to provide more
affordable, convenient, and
efficient air service for con-
sumers, officials here said.

Æ.

BACKLASH: Caribbean tourists face new taxes in Jamaica, Antigua

U.S., Suriname agree on ‘open skies’
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~ Photograph by Margot Jordan.
David Scowsill, center, and Taleb Rifai left, in conversation with Hugh
Riley, secretary general of the Caribbean Tourism Organization following
the opening of the Caribbean Tourism Summit and Outlook Seminar
2012.



WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
A United States State
Department project to develop
housing for American diplo-
mats in the earthquake-torn
Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince,
has received the U.S. govern-
ment procurement agency’s
award for property innovation.

Described as the first
“seismically sound, cost-effec-
tive”, clustered housing project
in Haiti, the Canne à Sucre

compound is home to three
dozen U.S. Embassy employ-
ees and their families in a
build-to-lease operation with
an option to purchase, the
State Department said.

The project, consisting of
37 single-family residences on
a self-contained compound,
had finished building half of
the units shortly before the
Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) countries were
rated in the lower half of a
survey of 26 countries that
examined their ability to fos-
ter low carbon energy growth.

Jamaica at number 16
topped the eight CARICOM
countries included in the sur-

vey undertaken by the
Multilateral Investment Fund
(MIF) of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB)
and Bloomberg New Energy
Finance.

The other CARICOM
countries, in order of rank-
ings, were Belize, Barbados,
The Bahamas, Haiti, Trinidad

and Tobago, Guyana and
Suriname.

According to the IDB, the
top countries were headed by
Brazil, followed by Nicaragua
and Panama.

PARAMETERS
Countries were ranked

based on four parameters:

enabling framework; clean
energy investments and low-
carbon financing; low-carbon
business and clean energy
value chains; and greenhouse
gas management activities.

The IDB said that while
Latin America and the
Caribbean boast extraordinary
renewable energy resources,

the local clean energy sector is
just beginning to gain traction,
last year attracting less than
five percent of an estimated
$280 billion invested world-
wide.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ.

Haiti housing gets U.S. award

CARICOM countries score low on low carbon energy survey

The 2012 hurricane season runs
through Nov. 30. 

Although many places have
not received a direct hurricane
hit in years, residents are being
warned they should still be

ready.
“All residents have a

responsibility to be prepared in
case of an emergency, with suffi-
cient food, water and other sup-
plies to sustain themselves and

their families for three to
five days,” said Chuck
Lanza, director of
Broward County
Emergency Management
Division in South Florida.

They should take time
to dust off emergency
plans and replenish emer-
gency kit supplies for the
hurricane season. The fol-
lowing, offered by
Broward County, are tips
to get started:

• Visit
broward.org/hurricane.
Check out Broward
County’s A-Z Hurricane
Guide with links to pre-
paredness and safety
information on more than
60 topics.

• Create a family plan using
Broward County’s easy 10-step
process. 

• Develop a shelter plan,
whether you plan to stay at
home or evacuate to a shelter. If
you have a medical condition
that requires a greater level of
care than appropriate in a gen-
eral shelter, you may qualify for
the county’s Special Needs
Sheltering program. Pre-regis-

tration is encouraged. Residents
are also encouraged to preregis-
ter for Paratransit assistance, if
needed.

INFORMATION
For additional information

on sheltering and transportation
services, or to preregister, visit
the Special Medical Needs web-
site or call Broward County
Human Services Department at
954-357-6385 or TTY 954-357-
5608. 

• If you or a member of
your family is elderly, frail or
disabled, and may become vul-
nerable in the aftermath of a
storm, register with the
Vulnerable Population Registry,
which helps emergency respon-
ders plan for their recovery
effort.

For more information or to
register, visit broward.org/reg-
istry or call the Broward County
Call Center at 3-1-1 or 954-831-
4000.

• If you plan on sheltering
with a pet (not including service
animals, which are accepted at
all shelters, you must preregister

at Broward County’s pet-friend-
ly shelter, at Millennium Middle
School in Tamarac, operated by
the Humane Society of Broward
County and the American Red
Cross.

To pre-register, call the
Humane Society at 954-989-
3977.

• Stock up on your hurri-
cane kit supplies.

• Secure your home. Verify
that shutters are in good condi-
tion and that generators and
other emergency equipment are
operating properly. Before the
storm season begins, trim your
trees and get rid of other bulky
waste around your home.

For more information, 
call 954-765-4999 or visit
broward.org/waste.

• Participate in the Home
Damage Assessment Program.
To report, call the Broward
County Emergency Hotline 
at 3-1-1 or 954-831-4000. 

• Monitor media reports for
the latest information and
updates.

Æ

Staying prepared during hurricane season

Stack up on vital supplies.
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HEALTH

WASHINGTON, D.C. - As
Haiti ended June, its first
month into the rainy season,
the country’s health minister
said the number of cholera
patients has remained at about
600 cases a day.

Health Minister Florence
Guillaume said the number of
cholera patients in her country
this year “has declined, but has
remained at approximately 600
cases per day during the rainy
season.”

The epidemic has come
back strongly in the 2012 rainy
season, which began in June,
despite a delayed immuniza-
tion drive.

The disclosure came as a
regional coalition, that includes
the Organization of American
States and the Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM), met
here late last month to present
a campaign to wipe out the
water-borne disease in Haiti

and the neighboring
Dominican Republic.

The coalition, led by 
the governments of Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic,
was founded in January to
mark the second anniversary
of the earthquake that devas-
tated Haiti on Jan. 12, 2010.
It is made up of the hemi-
spheric health agency, the
Pan American Health
Organization, (PAHO), 
the United States Centers 
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and the
United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF).

WATER WORRY
Guillaume  said to “suc-

cessfully eliminate cholera in
the long term, will require not
only prompt treatment of
cases, but access to safe drink-
ing water, proper sanitation
and health education.

“Today, we are seeing pos-
itive trends in Haiti,” the
Haitian health minister said,
adding that about “73 percent
of the original population has
now left Haiti’s camps since
the height of the crisis in
2010,” triggered by the devas-
tating earthquake.

Within 10 months of the
earthquake, which killed an
estimated 316,000 people, a
cholera epidemic had broken
out, leading to a death toll of
about 7,188 up to May.

The Dominican Republic
has reported 399 cholera
deaths, also up to May.

The epidemic has been
blamed on a Nepalese United
Nations peacekeeping base
that may have infected the
Artibonite River, from which
some of the affected people
had drunk water.

Æ

NELSON KING

NEW YORK – Two
Caribbean lawmakers here
have welcomed the United
States Supreme Court’s ruling
that upheld the Affordable
Care Act, dubbed
“Obamacare” – the Barack
Obama administration’s con-
troversial initiative to reform
health care and widen cover-
age of uninsured Americans.

They said Caribbean
immigrants in their districts,
many of whom are uninsured
or under-insured, had already
begun to benefit from
President Obama’s health
care overhaul law.

The court agreed that a
key plank of the law - the
requirement that most
Americans obtain insurance
or pay a penalty - was author-
ized under the power of the
U.S. Congress to levy taxes.

The court voted five to
four, with Chief Justice John
G. Roberts Jr. providing the
swing vote as the court’s four
more liberal members backed
the law.

IN CONTROL
“This legislation puts

Americans back in control 
of their health care choices,
holds insurance companies
accountable, and makes cov-
erage more affordable,”
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke, daughter of Jamaican
immigrants who represents
the largely Caribbean  ninth
Congressional District in
Brooklyn, told the Caribbean
Media Corporation.

“I am pleased by the
Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the Affordable Care
Act, which provides coverage
to millions of uninsured
Americans who have been

denied access to medical treat-
ment because of pre-existing
medical conditions or rising
costs.

“As I have said on many
occasions, I firmly believe that
healthcare is a fundamental
human right and not a privi-
lege,” Clarke said.

She said the Supreme
Court’s ruling means that
small businesses, seniors,
young people, and Americans
who have been discriminated
against by insurance compa-
nies will continue to have
access to coverage.

BENEFITS
The congresswoman

noted that an analysis done in
March showed that thousands
of people in her district were
already benefiting from the
Affordable Care Act. She said
the analysis showed that the
health care law has already
provided 390 small businesses
in her district with tax credits
to help maintain or expand
health care coverage for
employees, and that the law
has also provided 5,100 young
adults with health insurance.

In addition, Clarke said
2.5 million dollars in public
health grants has been given
to community health centers,

hospitals, doctors, and other
healthcare providers in her
district; and 23,000 children
and 100,000 adults received
health insurance that covers
preventive services without
paying any co-pays, co-insur-
ance or deductibles.

New York City
Councilman Jumaane D.
Williams, a Grenadian
American who represents the
predominantly West Indian
45th Council District in
Brooklyn, told CMC he was
“elated that the Supreme
Court has stood up for funda-
mental fairness and quality
health care for every
American.

“New Yorkers have much
to celebrate as we look for-
ward to the implementation of
the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and the
expansion of insurance cover-
age to the most vulnerable
among us,” he said.

“It is long past time to
turn the corner in Washington
and make progress on the
myriad issues that have been
ignored during this protracted
debate,” he added, calling on
Congressional Republicans to
end their “stonewalling of
President Obama, get to work
and begin producing results
for America.”

VICTORY
The court’s decision was 

a victory for Obama and
Congressional Democrats,
affirming the central legisla-
tive achievement of Obama’s
presidency as the clock ticks
down to a general election in
four months.

“The Affordable Care
Act’s requirement that certain
individuals pay a financial
penalty for not obtaining
health insurance may reason-

ably be characterized as a
tax,” Chief Justice Roberts
wrote in the majority opinion.

“Because the Constitution
permits such a tax, it is not
our role to forbid it, or to pass
upon its wisdom or fairness,”
he added.

“Whatever the politics,
today’s decision was a victory
for people all over this coun-
try whose lives are more
secure because of this law,”

said Obama.
Republicans, however,

have not relented on their
attacks. Mitt Romney, the pre-
sumptive Republican presi-
dential nominee , like
Congressional Republicans,
renewed his pledge to repeal
the law.

- Edited from CMC.
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St. Kitts and Nevis moves to
protect HIV/AIDS victims

600 cholera cases a day ~ Haiti’s health minister

Caribbean lawmakers in N.Y. welcome U.S. healthcare ruling

Clarke

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts,
CMC – The St. Kitts and
Nevis government has
approved a policy aimed at
ensuring that the rights of
workers are maintained
despite their HIV/AIDS and
chronic disease status.

The Denzil Douglas gov-
ernment said the St. Kitts and
Nevis Workplace Policy on
HIV and AIDS and Other
Chronic Diseases policy is con-
sistent with the International
Labor Organization’s (ILO)
decent work agenda.

St. Kitts and Nevis is
among Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) that have entered an
agreement with the ILO to
implement the decent work
agenda through the Decent
Work Country Program
(DWCP).

Information Minister
Nigel Carty said that the poli-
cy deals explicitly with recog-
nizing HIV/AIDS and other
chronic diseases as a work-
place issue; reducing stigma
and discrimination taking into
account the gender dimension;
protection against victimiza-
tion; ensuring a healthy work-
place with reasonable accom-
modation for workers; non-
screening for employment
purposes; confidentiality and
prevention, counseling and
support. 

Cabinet also approved
the establishment of a cross-
sectoral committee to be
charged with the implementa-
tion of the St. Kitts and Nevis
Workplace Policy on HIV and
AIDS and Other Chronic
Diseases.

Æ



Wes Hall, the iconic West
Indies fast bowler of the
1960s, who went on to become
a colorful speaker and figure
in public service in govern-
ment, business and religion,
has been knighted in England
Queen’s Birthday Honors list.

At age 74, Sir Wesley, as
he is to be styled formally, was
made a Knight Bachelor (KB)
for his “contribution to sport
and the community” in an 11-

year Test
cricket career.

Hall
played his
48th and final
Test match in
1969, taking
only one
wicket – his
192nd in Tests
– against New Zealand.

Æ

LAUDERHILL, Florida –
Brilliant performances by
opening batsman Chris Gayle
and spin bowler Sunil Narine
led the West Indies to a sweep
against New Zealand in two
historic Twenty20 cricket
internationals played recently
at the Central Broward
Regional Park here.

Gayle made half centuries
in both matches, played on
June 30 and July1, while
Narine collected a total of
seven wickets, including a
career-best four for 12 runs in
the second game.

“The wicket suited my
style of bowling,” said Narine
after that match.

“My strategy was to go
out and do what I’m accus-
tomed - that is to go out and
get wickets for the West
Indies. I felt I did my job quite
well today and everyone is
happy with the outcome.”

The West Indies dominat-
ed both games, winning the
first match by 56 runs and the
second by 61.

Gayle was named Man-of-
the-Match for his undefeated
score of 85 in the West Indies’
total of 209 runs for two wick-
ets in the opening game, the
first International Cricket
Council officially sanctioned
tour match played in the
United States. New Zealand
was then bowled out for 153.

FIRST WIN
In the second game,

Narine helped limit the Kiwis’
reply to 116 after the West
Indies had made 177 for five.

Both matches were played
in front of large crowds – esti-
mated at close to 16,000 each
day - dominated by Caribbean
Americans.

For the West Indies, it
was the first series win in any
format of the game since last
October when the team beat

Bangladesh in the Test and
one-day international series in
Dhaka.

Both New Zealand and
the West Indies left South
Florida to continue the tour in
the Caribbean.

Gayle was also chosen
“Man-of-the-Series” for the
T20 games in Florida.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Yohan Blake and Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce both landed
sprint doubles at Jamaica’s
senior national track and field
trials held here recently.

Blake shocked Usain Bolt
for the second time in three
days, producing another siz-
zling run to whip the World
and Olympic champion in the
200 meters final in a world-
leading time.

The 22-year-old, who
stunned Bolt in the 100
meters earlier in the meet 
in a world-leading 9.75 sec-
onds, returned to clock 19.80
seconds to win the event at
the National Stadium.

With the victory, Blake
installed himself as the man to
beat at the Olympics, which
begins this month in London,
England.

Bolt, the world record-
holder in both the 100 and the
200 meters, was second in a

time of 19.83 seconds.
“A lot of people gave me

encouragement,” Blake said
after his 200 meters win.
“They said, ‘Yohan Blake, you
can do it’.

“I just wanted to keep
performing and keep going.”

NO FLUKE
Blake stormed to victory

in the 100 meters at the World
Championships in Daegu last
year, but it was after Bolt had
been disqualified for a false
start. However, Blake has now
beaten Bolt in both head-to-
head meetings this season,
casting a huge shadow over
Bolt’s form and his ability to

defend both his
sprint titles in
London.

“I’ll have to
figure out what
I did wrong and
work on it,”
Bolt said fol-
lowing the
defeat to his
training partner.

Warren
Weir was third
in 20.03 sec-
onds while
Nickel
Ashmeade finished fourth in
20.16 seconds.

In the women’s final,
reigning World and Olympic

champion Veronica
Campbell-Brown also
tasted defeat for the sec-
ond time in the trials as
Fraser Pryce crossed the
line first in a personal
best 22.10 seconds.

Fraser Pryce also beat
Campbell-Brown in the
100 meters final when she
ran a world-leading and
new national record of
10.70 seconds.

Brown trailed in 
third in 22.42 seconds as
Sherone Simpson took

second spot in 22.37.

Æ

Ex-Windies great Wes Hall knighted

The three Caribbean coun-
tries still in the hunt for a
place in soccer’s 2014

World Cup in Brazil suffered
mixed fortunes during qualify-
ing matches played last month,
with Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz
emerging most successful after
two rounds of games.

In the first round, Jamaica
scored a 2-1 home win over
Guatemala, with goals from
Demar Phillips and Ryan
Johnson, but Cuba lost 1-0 to
visiting Canada, while Guyana
was beaten by Mexico.

Jamaica then travelled to
Antigua and Barbuda where
the Boyz were held to a 0-0
draw. That point left Jamaica
tied at the top of Group A with
the United States on four
points. Antigua and Barbuda
has one point, the same as
Guatemala, which drew 1-1
with the U.S.

Guyana suffered its second

consecutive loss in the CON-
CACAF semi-final round going
down at home 4-0 to Costa
Rica to remain at the bottom of
Group B. El Salvador is the
other country in the group.

Cuba again lost 1-0, this
time away to Panama in Group
C, and remains without a point
in the cellar of the group, which
also includes Honduras.

Group matches for the
Caribbean countries in the
semi-final round resume in a
couple months. On Sept. 7,
Jamaica hosts the U.S., Antigua
and Barbuda travels to
Guatemala, El Salvador hosts
Guyana and Cuba is at home
to Honduras.

On Sept. 11, Jamaica trav-
els to the U.S., Antigua and
Barbuda hosts Guatemala,
Guyana is at home to El
Salvador and Honduras hosts
Cuba.

Æ

Mixed fortunes greet Caribbean
as World Cup qualifiers heat up

West Indies sweeps New Zealand in historic
South Florida Twenty20 cricket doubleheader

Blake, Fraser-Pryce win sprint double at Jamaica’s Olympic trials
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ACTION PACKED 
CRICKET DVDs

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket the 60’s and 70’s

Cricket Legends Viv Richards
Brian Lara 400 Not Out

Fire in Babylon(Cricket Documentary)
The Garry Sobers Special 1972

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Gayle

Hall

Blake

Fraser-Pryce
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METAL ROOFING & STEEL BUILDINGS.
Save $$$ buy direct from manufacturer.

20 colors in
stock with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26
ga. panels. Carports, horse barns, shop

ports. Completely turn
key jobs. All Steel Buildings,

Gibsonton, Florida. 1-800-331-8341.
www.allsteelbuildings.com

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo! SAVE when
you bundle Internet+Phone+TV and get up to

$300 BACK! (select plans). Limited Time CALL
NOW! 866-944-0906

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!! Get the
Most Cash, up to $27 per box! Shipping Paid!

Must be Sealed & Unexpired. Call Tony 813-528-
1480 tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month PLUS 30
Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3 Months!

SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL - 888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising money
to support the March of Dimes. The walk starts at

marchforbabies.org.

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS! Buy

Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate Bugs -
Guaranteed. Available at Ace Hardware, The

Home Depot & Home Depot.com

Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just
real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange
messages and connect live. Try it free. Call now

1-800-945-3656 

Over 30 Million Woman Suffer From Hair Loss!
Do you? If So We Have a Solution! Call

Keranique To Find Out More 877-635-1346

ROTARY MEMBERS have helped immunize
more than 2 billion children in 122 countries!

Locate the nearest club at www.rotary.org. This
message provided by PaperChain and your local

community paper.

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone.
Packages start at $89.99/mo (for 12 months.)
Options from ALL major service providers. Call

Acceller today to learn more! 
CALL 1-888-903-2647

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with Warranty,
3 Pumps, LED lighting, Ozone Deluxe Cover,
maintenance free cabinet. Retails for $18,900.

Sacrifice $8995. Can deliver. 727-851-3217

$$$ We Buy Diabetic Test Strips $$$ TOP $$$
paid in 24 hours! Free Ship this week only call for
details. Visit Traderjackproducts.com/strips. Quick

quote! 772-263-0425 

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

Abortion Not an Option? Consider Adoption. It’s a
Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned Pregnancy.

Living/Medical Expenses Paid. Loving, Financially
Secure Families Await. 1-877-341-1309 Atty Ellen

Kaplan (#0875228)

* ADOPT * Adoring Married, Creative
Professionals, Celebrations, Loving Home
awaits Miracle 1st baby. Expenses paid. *

FLBar42311 * 1-800-552-0045 *

ADOPTION: A childless couple (ages 37/42) seek
to adopt. 18yrs. together. Will be hands-on par-

ents. Flexible schedules, Expenses paid. (Rep. by
Adam Sklar, Esq. FLBar#0150789). 
Call Rich & Tim. 1-800-494-4533. 

ADOPTION 888-812-3678 All Expenses Paid.
Choose a Loving, Financially Secure family

for your child 24 Hrs 7 Days Caring &
Confidential. Attorney Amy Hickman. (Lic.

#832340) 

*DIVORCE* BANKRUPTCY Starting at $65 *1
Signature Divorce *Missing Spouse Divorce “We

Come to you!” 1-888-705-7221 Since1992

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change…Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 

Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose from
families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID.
Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions. 866-

413-6298. License
#100013125

ROOF REPAIRS ROOF OVERS Mobile Home
Roof Specialist & Flat Roof. Free Insurance
Inspections. Lic/Ins CCC1327406. All Florida
Weatherproofing & Construction. 1-877-572-

1019 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. You
WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Contact Disability Group,
Inc. Today! BBB Accredited. Call For Your FREE

Book & Consultation. 888-903-1353

Stop Foreclosure Process Immediately. We
defend you in court. We analyze your case over

the phone for FREE. Call 888-653-1746

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified – Housing avail-
able. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified. Job

placement assistance. Call National Aviation
Academy! FAA Approved. Classes Starting Soon!

1-800-659-2080 NAA.edu

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here. Train ONLINE
for Allied Health and Medical Management. Job

placement assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call

888-203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.com

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++ within
48/hours? Low rates Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-

568-8321. www.lawcapital.com

IMMEDIATE CASH NOW! We Pay Top $$$ for
Structured Settlements, Annuity and Lottery

Payments. Freedom Financial Gives You Financial
Freedom. Call Toll-Free 1-877-227-4379.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. Info. 

1-985-646-1700 DEPT. FL-820

PALM GARDENS, an award winning rehabilitative
& skilled nursing facility is hiring across Florida.
See locations: www.cypresshealthgroup.com
Email resume & position you are applying for:

Pricaurte@cypresshealthgroup.com 

REAL ESTATE

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -Commercial Equipment
Sale - Woodworking equipment, spray booth, dust
collectors, drum sanders, saws &more. Complete

listing online. Sale 7/19/12 11:00am. 7601 NW
37th Ave. Miami, 33147. Sharon Sullivan 

954-740-2421 www.irsauctions.gov 

**N. FLORIDA LAND SALE** >5 Acres. $49,995,
$995 Down, $346.70/month. >10Acres. $59,995,

$995 Down, $416.75/month. vargasrealty.com
Seller Financing 352-472-3154

Near Asheville, NC Mountain Chalet on 1.87ac
2bdrm 2bath, lg stone fireplace, new well, septic,
appliances and a nice mtn view. $144,750 Call

Now 828-286-1666

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN VACATIONS -
Beat the heat & head to the mountains! Book
your vacation today! Pets welcome! Monthly

rentals available also. Foscoe Rentals 
1-800-723-7341 www.foscoerentals.com

SUMMER LAKE SALE 7 ACRES w/DOCKABLE
LAKEFRONT ONLY $39,900 NEVER BEFORE

OFFERED! Comps selling for $100K & up!
Beautifully wooded homesite in spectacular, all

waterfront community. Paved public roads, power
& phone. Perfect for vacation home or weekend
getaway. Must see. Excellent financing. Call now

866-952-5336, x515

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE Offering
unbelievable deals on homes and land in the

beautiful NC mountains. Call for free brochures,
foreclosures, and area information. 800-924-2635

20 ACRES IN WEST TEXAS $0 Down, $99/mo.
$14,900 Beautiful Mountain Views, Money Back
Guarantee Free map/pictures 1-800-343-9444 

HEALTH/MEDICAL

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a
Free Talking Meter and diabetic testing supplies at
No Cost, plus Free home delivery! Best of all, this

meter eliminates painful finger pricking! 
Call 888-377-3536 

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian

mail order pharmacy will provide you with savings
of up to 90 percent on all your medication needs.
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off your first

prescription and free shipping. Prescriptions
Dispensed from Canada are Dispensed by:

Health One Pharmacy. License Number: 21791

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 1-

800-871-9638

SPANISH SECTION

¡COMIENZA TU PROPIO NEGOCIO! Vende Por
Catálogo Productos Para El Hogar. Llama Sin
Costo 1.877.426.2627. CATALOGO GRATIS.

Intima Hogar Te Da Más. www.intimahogar.com 

Abortion Alternative/ADOPTION
Filomena - well educated, financially
secure, dream of a baby. Living and

medical expenses paid
Attorney Charlotte Danciu - 1-800-395-

5449 24 Hours FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte
Danciu 28 years experience. 1-800-

395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORI-

DAADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.A.
Attorneys who truly care about you.
Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D. Mary

Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. Over 30
Combined Years of Adoption
Experience. 1-800-852-0041

Confidential 24/7 (#133050&249025)

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We're Local!

SURROGATE NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!

Generous Compensation Paid. Call
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-800-
395-5449 FL Bar # 307084 (Place

Under Help Wanted

TAKE VIAGRA/ CIALIS?
Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg
Pills, for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills

FREE! #1 Male Enhancement.
Discreet Shipping. Blue Pill Now.

Call 1-888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S
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