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United States President Barack
Obama has offered a lifeline to
illegal Caribbean immigrants,
urging the country’s Congress
to work with him on “compre-
hensive” immigration reform,
page 4.

Two years after a devastating
earthquake struck Haiti,
killing hundreds of thousands,
more than a half-million
Haitians are still sleeping in
tents. What happened to the
generous donations that
Americans gave?, page 9.

T H E  M U LT I  AWA R D - W I N N I N G  N E W S  M A G A Z I N E

T&T’s Renny Quow and other
elite Caribbean athletes gave
impressive performances at
the U.S. Open Track and Field
indoor meet late last month at
Madison Square Garden in
New York to kick off the 2012
season, page 22. 

~ Florida has a policy which prevents students from 
receiving in-state college tuition help unless they prove their parents are 

legal residents of the United States, even if the students were born in the U.S.
like many Caribbean Americans. Some are fighting to overturn it, page 3.

~ Few expected relatively unknown,
then 33-year-old, Ian Richards to win
Florida’s Broward County judge seat in
Aug. 2008. Now the man of strong
Caribbean roots is making a name for
himself. One court incident early in his
term is still talked about today, page 7. 
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PORT AU PRINCE,
Haiti, CMC – Judge
Carves Jean said former
dictator Jean-Claude
Duvalier, who made a
surprise return to the
French-speaking
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) country
after 25 years in exile,
should face trial for cor-
ruption committed during
his 15-year rule.

Human rights groups
here and overseas have
been campaigning for
Duvalier, also known as
“Baby Doc”, to face trial
for the atrocities.

International rights
groups such as Amnesty
International say there is suffi-
cient evidence to bring
Duvalier to trial on various
charges including corruption
and human rights violations.

Judge Jean said the statute
of limitations had expired on
the human rights charges, but
not on the accusations of mis-

appropriation of public funds.
The judge did not give a

reason for his ruling, but there
has been speculation that
Duvalier used money from the
treasury to finance his life in
exile.

REVIEW
The judge said that his

ruling must first be reviewed
by the attorney general, as

well as by
Duvalier and the
victims of his
regime who filed
complaints
against him. The
judge said he rec-
ommended that
the case be heard
by a special court
that handles rela-
tively minor
crimes.
If convicted

Duvalier, faces
no more than
five years in
prison.

Duvalier’s attorney
Reynolds Georges said he
would appeal the decision as
soon as he received the neces-
sary documents.

Last month, Haiti’s
President Michel Martelly was
forced to clarify his position
after the international media
had reported that he was plan-
ning to pardon Duvalier, who
had proclaimed himself “pres-
ident for life”.

Martelly said he was mis-
understood by the news agency,
adding that he wanted only an
end to the internal conflict that
has long afflicted his country.

The international human
rights group Amnesty
International says Duvalier
continues to evade justice. See
Feature, page 7. 

Æ

Ex-Haiti dictator ‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier
should stand trial for corruption ~ judge

MIAMI, Florida – Haiti’s
most notorious narcotics traf-
ficker could see his 27-year
prison sentence chopped by as
much as half because of his
assistance as a cooperating
witness in the United States
federal government’s crack-
down on that country’s drug
trade, federal authorities here
say.

Cocaine kingpin
Beaudoin “Jacques” Ketant,
48, could soon receive the big
reduction because he assisted
Miami prosecutors in convict-
ing an array of Haitian drug
traffickers, police officers and
politicians after President
Jean Bertrand Aristide’s
ouster in 2004, according to a
federal court filing here. 

Last year, Aristide
emerged from exile in South
Africa and returned to Haiti. 

Ketant had lived in a hill-
top mansion overlooking
Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince,
until Aristide expelled him
under U.S. pressure the previ-

ous year, U.S. officials say. 
That extraordinary move

allowed U.S. federal authori-
ties to put Ketant on a plane
for Miami and charge him
with conspiring to import
30,000 kilos of cocaine into
South Florida,
New York and
other loca-
tions. 

“He was
not the only
game in town,
but he was the
best game in
town,” said
Miami lawyer
David
Weinstein, who was chief of
the narcotics section at the
U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Miami during numerous pros-
ecutions stemming from
Ketant’s cooperation. 

“If you wanted a place 
to stop on the way to the
United States, Haiti was it,”
Weinstein added. “This was a
huge landing spot to come and

go as you pleased because of
the climate that existed and
the willingness to accept bribe
payments and look the other
way.” 

ASSISTANCE
Last month, the U.S.

Attorney’s Office filed a
motion to reduce Ketant’s
sentence “based upon his sub-
stantial assistance” in the suc-
cessful prosecutions of co-con-
spirators and other offenders
who thrived on Haiti’s role as
a shipping hub for tons of
Colombian cocaine. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Lynn Kirkpatrick did not dis-
close the proposed sentence
reduction for Ketant, whose
release date from an Arkansas
federal prison is in 2026. She
said she would provide “fur-
ther detail” at an upcoming
hearing before U.S. District
Judge Federico Moreno, who
has final say in the matter. 

Haitian drug kingpin co-operates, may
get large cut in U.S. prison sentence

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States President
Barack Obama has nominated
a top Marine Corps officer to
lead the U.S. military opera-
tions in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

Lieutenant General John
F. Kelly, who currently serves
as senior military advisory to
Secretary of Defense Leon
Panetta, will head the Miami-
based Southern Command,
the Pentagon said.

Kelly would succeed Air
Force General Douglas Fraser
if confirmed by the U.S.
Senate, the statement said,
adding that Kelly has served
“multiple deployments in
Iraq” and also worked as
Defense Department repre-
sentative on Capitol Hill.

Kelly has commanded
troops in Fallujah, Iraq, and
“at one time he had tens of
thousands of Americans and
Iraqi soldiers under his com-

mand” in Iraq, a Pentagon
official said.

More than 1,000 defense
and other government employ-
ees work at the Southern
Command, also known as
Southcom, which conducts mil-
itary operations in the
Caribbean and Latin American
in conjunction with U.S. and
regional military forces.

Æ

U.S. names top Marine officer to
lead Caribbean military operations
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DAWN A. DAVIS

AFlorida policy which
critically scrutinizes
the status of immi-

grant children in the state’s
public university system,
including possibly many from
the Caribbean, not only
affects illegal immigrants, but
also United States-born chil-
dren of the undocumented.

The edict is part of the
state’s Board of Education
regulations that denies in-state
tuition fees to students who
cannot prove their parents’
legal status, specifically the
parent(s) with whom the child
is living with at the time. 

According to the policy,
students receiving in-state
tuition must have attended a
Florida high school for a mini-
mum of two academic years
immediately preceding his or
her initial enrollment in an
institution of higher educa-
tion. That student must have
and graduated from a Florida
high school or earned a
Florida GED within the last
12 months. The student may
use his or her high school
transcript or the GED tran-
script as evidence of Florida
residency.

In addition, at least one
additional document must be

presented to prove parental
legal residence.

It is still unclear how
many children of Caribbean
immigrants are being affected.
But according to the United
States Census Bureau’s
American Community Survey
for 2010, the states of Florida
and New York had the largest
Caribbean immigrant popula-
tion for that year. 

“The foreign born from
the Caribbean represented
about one-third of the Latin

American foreign born
in seven states. Two of
these states - Florida
(55 percent) and New
York (49 percent) -
each have Latin
American foreign-born
populations of 2 million
or more”, according to
the census website.
It is more difficult to
estimate the number of
illegal Caribbean immi-
grants in Florida. Most
statistics lump all
nationalities into one
category. Therefore,
according to an unpub-
lished U.S. Immigration
and Naturalization
Service document,
titled “Illegal Alien
Resident Population”,
of the approximately
five million undocu-

mented immigrants in the
country in 1996, about 350,000
resided in Florida. And, with
an estimated U.S.-wide
growth of about 275,000
undocumented per year, the
number for Florida should be
significantly higher in 2012.

CLASS ACTION
The state Board of

Education rule has been on
the books since 1992 and was
passed on to successive
boards. Revisions in 2009 

and 2010 strengthened the
parental legal residency
requirement.

The 2010 version was 
proposed by Dr. Willis
Holcombe, Chancellor
Division of Florida Colleges,
Department of Education,
and approved by Dr. Eric J.
Smith, commissioner of edu-
cation on Feb. 2, 2010.

A class action suit brought
about by the Southern Poverty
Law Center, a non-profit civil
rights advocacy organization

with offices in Florida,
on behalf of five U.S.
citizen students affect-
ed by the rule, has
brought the issue into
focus. The students
were all born in the
U.S. to parents of
Hispanic origin, but are
unable to show clear
evidence that their par-
ents are legal immi-
grants.
This prompted
Florida State
Representative Reggie
Fullwood, a Democrat
representing District
15, to sponsor 
a bill in the Florida
Legislature challenging
the policy. Fullwood,
an African American,
was born in
Jacksonville, part of

his district.
The HB 441 Act, also

known as the End Tuition
Discrimination Now Act,
seeks to classify citizen chil-
dren of immigrants as legal
Florida residents to claim their
right to in-state tuition. It has
also attracted some support
from the Republican side.

Jamaican-born Hazelle
Rogers, a Democrat state rep-
resentative for District 94, has

Florida legislators aim to change ‘flawed policy’ affecting students
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Nova Southeastern University Alvin Sherman Library, 
Research, and Information Technology Center | Second Floor Gallery 

Admission is free. For more information, call (954) 262-5357.

For a complete listing of events for Black History Month  
at Nova Southeastern University, visit www.nova.edu/blackhistory.

A Call from Africa, Turgo Bastien, 2007, Acrylic on Canvas

Paintings and sculptures created by international artists of African  
descent investigate the relationship between memory, history, and art.

CELEBRATING

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

MEMORY IN MOTION
AFRICAN DIASPORA
C O N T E M P O R A R Y

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY  |  AFRICAN PRESENCE 2012  |  NINTH ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION

FEBRUARY 2–MARCH 28, 2012

Fullwood

(Continued on page 6)



MIAMI, Florida - Doctors
here say an American man is
clinging to life after he was
shot during a botched robbery
outside a bank in Port-au-
Prince, the capital of Haiti.

Late last month doctors at
Jackson Memorial Hospital
said Trinidadian-born Dave
Bompart, 50, of Columbus,
Ohio, is still in critical condi-
tion after he was shot in the
stomach on Jan. 24.

His wife Nicolle told
reporters here that Bompart,
who was building an orphan-
age in Haiti, had just with-
drawn money to buy food for
orphans when he was shot.

“It’s extremely painful 
not to be able to talk to him,”
she said. “But he knows that 
I love him. There’s nothing
that’s been left unsaid.”

Mrs. Bompart said at least

one assailant approached her
husband at the bank and
opened fire. She said he rushed
to a nearby medical facility, and
has been mostly sedated since.

‘VERY SICK’
Dr. Nicholas Namias, a

leading surgeon at the trauma
center at Memorial Hospital,
said Bompart was “very, very
sick.”

Mrs. Bompart said her
husband relocated to Haiti
after the devastating 2010
earthquake. She said he had
collaborated with the
University of Miami’s Project
Medishare, a joint initiative
with American and Haitian
doctors, in providing compre-
hensive health and develop-
ment services in Haiti. 

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States President
Barack Obama has offered a
lifeline to illegal Caribbean
immigrants, urging the coun-
try’s Congress to work with
him on “comprehensive”
immigration reform.

In his election-year State
of the Union address deliv-
ered last month, Obama said
he believed “as strongly as
ever that we should take on
illegal immigration.

“We should be working
on comprehensive immigra-
tion reform right now,” he
said.

“But if election-year poli-
tics keeps Congress from act-
ing on a comprehensive plan,
let’s at least agree to stop
expelling responsible young
people who want to staff our
labs, start new businesses,
defend this country. Send me a
law that gives them the chance
to earn their citizenship. I will
sign it right away,” he added.

Obama reminded
Americans that hundreds of
thousands of “talented, hard-
working students in this coun-
try” face another challenge:
the fact that they aren’t yet
American citizens.

“Many were brought 
here as small children, are
American through and
through, yet they live every
day with the threat of depor-
tation,” he said.

“Others came more
recently, to study business 
and science and engineering,
but as soon as they get their
degree, we send them home to
invent new products and cre-
ate new jobs somewhere else,”

Obama said.

‘SELF-DEPORTATION’
U.S. Republican presiden-

tial candidate Mitt Romney
said he favors “self-deporta-
tion” when asked about illegal
immigrants during a presiden-
tial debate in Tampa, Florida
last month.

“The answer is self-depor-
tation, which is people decide
they can do better by going
home because they can’t find
work here because they don’t
have legal documentation to
allow them to work here,”
Romney said. “We’re not
going to round them up.”

Romney was responding to
a question about illegal immi-
grants returning home and
applying for citizenship. He
proposed implementing a sys-

tem in which the U.S. govern-
ment would issue a card that
links to online federal immigra-
tion data, so employers will
know whether a job seeker is in
the country illegally.

Romney said those with-
out cards would be pushed out
of the job market and forced
to leave the U.S.

“If people can’t get work
here, they’re going to self-
deport to a place where they
can get work,” he said.

In 2008, the U.S. experi-
mented with a trial self-depor-
tation program, but it was
cancelled after a few weeks
with only eight people volun-
teering.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Trini American on life support
after being shot in Haitian bank

U.S. President offers lifeline for Caribbean immigrants

Haitian drug kingpin co-operates, may get 
large cut in U.S. prison sentence
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But federal sources famil-
iar with the case said Ketant
could see his term slashed by
as much as half — meaning he
could be released in a matter
of years — because he provid-
ed invaluable information on
narco-traffickers, drug opera-

tions and bribe payoffs. 
During the past decade,

about 50 Haitian and other
defendants were convicted on
either drug-smuggling or
money-laundering charges,
with Ketant’s information
responsible for about one-
third of those convictions,

U.S. authorities said.
Ketant had grabbed cen-

ter stage in the U.S. govern-
ment’s drug-trafficking investi-
gation in the days leading up
to Aristide’s sudden departure
as president in Feb. 2004.

Æ

(Continued from page 2)

Obama



NEW YORK - A United
States federal judge has sen-
tenced to life in prison a
Trinidadian man who was con-
victed of plotting to blow up
fuel tanks at John F. Kennedy
International Airport in New
York several years ago.

“No one can doubt the seri-
ousness of this crime,” said Judge
Dora L. Irizarry of U.S. Federal
District Court in Brooklyn, New
York, who last month compared
the bomb plot to the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks on the U.S. as she
handed down the maximum sen-
tence to Kareem Ibrahim, 66.

Ibrahim was one of four
men accused in 2007 in what
U.S. federal authorities said was
a plot to cause a chain reaction

along a pipeline that would
damage vast areas of New York
City. 

Prosecutors presented 
evidence at trial that Ibrahim
had provided operational sup-
port to the group plotting the
attack. Ibrahim was extradited
from Trinidad and Tobago for
the trial.

Two of the conspirators,
Guyanese Russell M. Defreitas
and Abdul Kadir, were convict-
ed in 2010 and sentenced to life
imprisonment. Another
Guyanese, Abdel Nur, pleaded
guilty and was sentenced to 15
years in prison.

Ibrahim’s lawyers plan to
appeal. 

Æ

TEXAS, CMC – Disgraced
Texan financier Allen Stanford
has pleaded not guilty to 14
counts of fraud and money
laundering as the prosecution
in the United States opened its
case against him, nearly three
years after he was accused of
defrauding investors of more
than $7 billion in a Ponzi
scheme through his bank in the
Caribbean island of Antigua.

“Some people trusted Mr.
Stanford with their entire life
savings,” Gregg Costa, an assis-
tant U.S. attorney, told the
jurors in his opening statement
late last month.

“He told them lie after lie
after lie. Lying, stealing and
bribery: It’s those three things
the evidence will show,” he said,
as the prosecution portrayed
Stanford, 61, as treating the sav-
ings of thousands of investors as
his “personal piggy bank” to
buy two airlines, build a cricket
team and stadium, funnel

money to a Swiss bank account
and otherwise live a life of luxu-
ry in Antigua.

NO INTENT
But his defense team said

that the he never intended to
defraud anyone. His attorneys
have said they expect him to
testify during the trial that
Justice David Hittner said
could last up to six weeks.

If he is convicted, Stanford
could be sentenced to up to 20
years in prison.

At the heart of the prose-
cution case is the allegation
that billions of dollars were
missing from the investors’
accounts because Stanford
skimmed the money for him-
self and his private businesses
and to offer bribes to an inde-
pendent auditor

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – At
least two United States legis-
lators have reaffirmed their
full commitment to the long-
term recovery efforts of Haiti. 

U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, Democrat of New
York, and Congresswoman
Yvette D. Clarke, Democrat
of New York, have announced
new legislative initiatives that
they said will support the
earthquake-ravaged, French-
speaking Caribbean country. 

Last month they
announced the “Assessing
Progress in Haiti Act” that
would direct U.S. President
Barack Obama to report to
Congress on the status of
post-earthquake humanitari-
an, reconstruction and devel-
opment efforts in Haiti,
including efforts to prevent
the spread of cholera and
treat persons infected with the
disease. 

The legislators also tabled
a resolution recognizing the
two-year anniversary of the
Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake in
Haiti.

The resolution honors the
victims of the quake, the peo-
ple of the U.S. and Haiti who
helped the victims, and urges
the U.S. president to “main-
tain focus on Haiti.” 

ANTI-VIOLENCE
Gillibrand and Clarke, the

daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants, who represents the
predominantly Caribbean,
11th Congressional District 
in Brooklyn, have also tabled
a resolution “that the U.S.
should work with the
Government of Haiti to
address gender-based violence
against women and children.

“Recognizing the high
rate of sexual and other vio-
lence against women and chil-

dren,” the resolution praises
certain steps that Haiti has
taken and calls for “more
training of Haitian law

enforcement, support for min-
istries responsible for these
issues, and safety improve-
ments in the displacement
camps.” 

With one of the largest
concentrations of first and sec-
ond generation immigrants
living in New York, Gillibrand
and Clarke said they have
“worked diligently to ensure
that the U.S. continues to

address the needs of Haitians,
Haitian nationals, and the
Haitian Diaspora.” 

On Jan. 11, last year, the
legislators sent a joint letter to
Obama to extend the expira-
tion date of Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for
Haitians living in the US.  

The US Department of
Homeland Security (DHS)
subsequently announced the
extension of TPS for Haitian
nationals living in the U.S.
since Jan. 12, 2011, allowing
them to remain in the U.S.
until Jan.  22, 2013.

In Dec. 2011, Gillibrand
and Clarke re-introduced the
Haitian Emergency Life
Protection Act of 2010 (The
HELP Act) in the Congress
that would allow an estimated
55,000 Haitians who already
have approved immigration
petitions to join their relatives
in the U.S.

That same month, they
sent a joint letter to Obama
requesting the DHS to create
the Haitian Family
Reunification Parole Program.

“It is our sworn duty to
continue to stand with the
people of Haiti and the
Haitian Diaspora as they
come together to implement a
long-term recovery strategy in
Haiti,” they said in a joint
statement.

“We must strengthen our
efforts to help members of the
Haitian Diaspora, in the
United States, joining those
around the world – to bring
stability to Haiti,” Clarke
added. 

“As we mark the two year
anniversary of this horrible
tragedy, we must not let up on
our pledge to help rebuild
Haiti,” Gillibrand said.  

Æ 

Trinidadian gets life in prison for
role in JFK airport terrorist plot

Stanford pleads not guilty to fraud,
money laundering charges in U.S.

U.S. legislators reaffirm commitment to Haiti 
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“It is our sworn duty to con-
tinue to stand with the peo-
ple of Haiti and the Haitian
Diaspora as they come
together to implement a
long-term recovery strategy
in Haiti” – resolution issued
by congresswomen Yvette
Clarke and Kirsten
Gillibrand

Clarke



endorsed HB 441 and joined
the fight to change what she
believes is a “flawed policy.

“We’ve all been focusing
on the undocumented and to
find out that (U.S.) children

who were born of illegal immi-
grants are not even given sta-
tus for in-state tuition is shock-
ing,” Rogers said.

‘NO CONVERSATION’
She and several immigra-

tion attorneys and members
of the Caribbean Bar
Association have since joined
with the Children Services
Council of Broward County
and the Broward Days
Immigration Committee to

advocate for the end the poli-
cy.

Asked about the effect
this policy is having on
Caribbean immigrants, Rogers
said “there is no conversation
in our community around this
issue. So, we need to engage
our people. In fact, I have not
heard of an English-speaking
Caribbean student bringing
this issue to our attention, but
there has to be some.

“If we cannot get this bill
passed then we will never get
the state of Florida to pass in-
state tuition rate for undocu-
mented students if they won’t
consider students that were
born here in this country,”
Rogers added. “That is why
we are all pushing it and
hopefully we will pick up
some bipartisan support.

“If we can get it heard in
the first committee we feel
confident that we can build
support. But what we are try-
ing to do is to get as many
people to sign on as co-spon-
sors.”

The bill went through its
first Reading on Jan. 10, 2012,
meaning it has been recog-
nized and published in the
state’s Journal. It will now go
through several committee
and council hearings before
being placed on the House
Calendar. Co-sponsoring a bill
by adding your name to the
list of supporters should give
the bill more ‘teeth’.

DREAM DENIED
Rogers said she is not

sure the extent to which
Caribbean-born politicians in
Florida have rallied behind
the issue.

“I don’t know how much
they know,” she said. “This is
why we are hoping to get it

out there. We want to put out
an appeal to cities and coun-
ties with strong immigrant
populations to pass a resolu-
tion in support and get it up
here (Tallahassee, Florida
House of Representatives) as
quickly as possible.

“Hopefully the (Florida
House of Representatives)
Committee chairman will see
the level of support we are
getting and will try to move
this bill forward,” she added.

A bill at the U.S. federal
level, which was introduced to
help children of undocument-
ed immigrants, is also strug-
gling to become law. The rein-
troduction of the
Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors
Act (DREAM Act) in 2009
gave hope to thousands of
immigrant children living ille-
gally in the U.S., according to
the country’s immigration
laws. The bill would give the
children of illegal immigrants
the opportunity to obtain U.S.
residency – or a “green card” -
and continue to further their
education without scrutiny.
But it failed to become law.

A revamped DREAM
Act, introduced in May 2011,
also did not pass, although the
state of California enacted its
own DREAM Act and Illinois
created a scholarship plan for
the children of illegal immi-
grants.

Rogers stressed that the
community has the power to
“move” their state representa-
tives to action. She encour-
ages them to send in e-mails
and call their local representa-
tives in Florida state
Tallahassee to get their voices
heard to end tuition discrimi-
nation. 

Æ

UNITED NATIONS  - The
United Nations human rights
chief has spoken out against
the failure by the United
States to close the
Guantanamo Bay detention
facility on the Caribbean
island of Cuba and to ensure
accountability for serious vio-
lations, including torture that
allegedly took place there.     

“It is 10 years since the
U.S. Government opened the
prison at Guantanamo, and
now three years since 22
January 2009, when the
President (Barack Obama)
ordered its closure within 12
months,” High Commissioner
for Human Rights Navi Pillay
noted in a statement last
month.

“Yet the facility continues
to exist and individuals remain
arbitrarily detained – indefi-
nitely – in clear breach of

international law.”     
Pillay voiced disappoint-

ment that instead of closing
the facility, Washington has
“entrenched” a system of arbi-
trary detention, with the new
National Defense
Authorization Act, which was
signed into law in December
and effectively codifies such
indefinite military detention
without charge or trial.     

“This piece of legislation
contravenes some of the
most fundamental tenets of
justice and human rights,
namely the right to a fair trial
and the right not to be arbi-
trarily detained,” she said. 

“Nobody should ever be
held for years on end without
being tried and convicted, or
released.” 

OBLIGATION
While fully recognizing

the right and duty of countries
to protect their people and
territory from terrorist acts,
she reminded the U.S. govern-
ment of its obligation under

international human rights law
to ensure that individuals
deprived of their liberty can
have the lawfulness of their
detention reviewed before a

court.     
“Where credible evidence

exists against Guantanamo
detainees, they should be
charged and prosecuted,” she
said. “Otherwise, they must be
released.”     

Pillay also stressed that
individuals found to have per-
petrated, ordered, tolerated or
condoned torture and ill-treat-
ment should be brought to
justice, and urged the govern-
ment, so long as Guantanamo
remains open, to ensure that
conditions of detention com-
ply fully with human rights
standards under international
law.     

She said she was disturbed
by Washington’s failure to allow
independent human rights
monitoring of the detention
conditions at Guantanamo.

Æ

Florida legislators aim to change ‘flawed policy’ affecting students

U.N rights chief blasts U.S. for not closing prison at Guantanamo, Cuba
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When you need emergency care, day or night, 
it’s comforting to know that there’s a world-class 
emergency room close by. Our experienced staff 
is specially trained for all types of emergencies. 

What makes our emergency department different? 

• 100% of our ER physicians are board certified in 
emergency medicine 

• Our nurses are trauma-trained and nationally 
certified (TNCC) 

• ‘Fast Track’ provides a quick turnaround for 
non-critical patients 

• We are your Comprehensive Primary Stroke 
Center-ranking in the Top 5% of the Nation 

• Adult Level II Trauma Center-featuring state-of-
the-art diagnostic equipment and treatment 

• Chest Pain Emergency Unit 

• Pediatrician in-house daily from 4pm-midnight 
for your little ones 

• Patient satisfaction scores exceed national  
average 

Medical emergencies are scary to think about, 
but they do happen. So, it’s good to know that 
Broward Health North Broward Medical Center’s 
Emergency Department is right here in your 
neighborhood.

POWERFUL  
EMERGENCY CARE,  

RIGHT HERE IN YOUR  
NEIGHBORHOOD.

201 E Sample Road, Deerfield Beach, FL 33064 
 BrowardHealth.org

POWERFUL EMERGENCY CARE
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LONDON, England – The
international human rights
group Amnesty International
says former Haitian President
Jean-Claude “Baby Doc”
Duvalier continues to evade
justice, one year after authori-
ties launched an investigation
into crimes against humanity
committed under his rule.

Duvalier returned to Haiti
in Jan. 2011 after living 25
years in exile in France.

Amnesty International
said he has been under investi-
gation for serious human rights
violations, including torture,
disappearances and extrajudi-
cial executions that took place
during his rule from 1971 to
1986.

“Crimes against humanity
committed while Jean-Claude
Duvalier was in power remain
shrouded in total impunity,”

said Javier Zúñiga, special
advisor at Amnesty
International.

“The authorities haven’t
made a serious effort to look
into past events that afflicted a
generation of Haitians with
torture, enforced disappear-
ance, extrajudicial executions,
arbitrary arrests and other seri-
ous human rights violations,”
he added.

OBLIGATION
Regional and international

human rights bodies, including
the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHC)
and the United Nations Office
of the High Commissioner on
Human Rights (UNHCR) have
re-affirmed Haiti’s obligation to
investigate these crimes and
bring those responsible to jus-
tice, Zúñiga noted. He said

Haiti’s justice minister recently
committed to tackling impunity
for crimes committed since 2000,
“although this would not cover
crimes committed under
Duvalier’s rule.”

Zúñiga said the investiga-
tion has also been “under-
mined by repeated personnel
changes in the post of public
prosecutor – who makes criti-
cal decisions about how the
investigation into Duvalier
progresses – since current
Haitian President Michel
Martelly took office in May
2011.”

At the end of Sept. 2011,
Public Prosecutor Félix Léger
told Amnesty International
that the file on Duvalier’s
investigation for crimes against
humanity had already been

No one expected Ian
Richards to win
Florida’s Broward

County judge seat in Aug.
2008. But he did, unseating
incumbent and favorite Judge
Catalina Avalos.

Relatively unknown, the
then 33-year-old Richards, with
a fledgling law practice in
Miami-Dade County, put his
hat in the ring. One of six
black judges in Broward
County, he is beginning the
fourth year of a six-year term.

Born in Derbyshire,
England to Jamaican parents
Donald Richards (deceased), 
a mechanic, and Eulalee
Graham, a registered mental
health nurse, Richards moved
with his family to Clarendon,
Jamaica while still an infant.
His battle with asthma meant
home schooling during his
formative years. The family
later migrated to New York in
the United States, then Florida
settling in Liberty City.

Assigned to misdemeanor
domestic violence cases, Judge
Richards presides over his
court with a balanced sense of
justice instilled in him by his
parents. He made a name for
himself just six months into his
term with a court incident that
is still talked about today. 

Recently, he talked with
Dawn A. Davis, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
Below is an edited version of
that interview:

Question: Tell me about the
famous courtroom drama that
made you a household name.
Answer: I was presiding over
a domestic violence case when
the accused attacked the com-
plainant in my court. This was
the second hearing and the

allegations against him were
horrendous. Although the
lawyer and prosecutor tried to
subdue him, he got several
punches in, but they couldn’t
stop him from going after her.

I basically jumped and
dog-piled and pushed every-
body over, pushing him down.
As a Jamaican and a red-
blooded man I could not sit
there and watch a woman get
beaten up in front of me...In
fact, the accused was in prison
for a year. He then went on
probation and violated the
terms of that probation. He is
now in prison for 15 years
because of another alleged
attack in court. I can’t say I
am glad it happened in court,
but I am glad it didn’t happen
in a dark alley.
Q: Some view misdemeanor
domestic violence as petty

family squabbles. As the only
misdemeanor domestic vio-
lence judge in Broward, what
is your view?
A: While some other folks
may not consider domestic
violence that serious, I am not
that person. From my per-
spective some of the most
(unimportant) looking things
can turn into the murders and
different things that you read
about. In fact, there is a slang
term for it, mini murders.
Even on a misdemeanor case,
sometimes the bonds are set
really high. Because I see
something that other folks
may not see, the circum-
stances justify it. 

Q: We were told that you con-
ducted more jury cases than
any other Broward County
judge last year. How do you

decide which cases go before a
jury or not?
A: I presided over 54 jury tri-
als last year. The reason why I
do it is to get the community
involved in the cases. It brings
balance. When you have six
people making a decision, yes,
they bring in their baggage,
but when they are arguing
back and forth a lot of that is
taken care of. 

Q: Did you always want to be
in the legal field?
A: I had no idea what I wanted
to do. I knew one thing for
sure, I didn’t want my mother
to pay for anything because
she went through a lot. After
my parents broke up my moth-
er raised my brother Dean and
me as a single parent. 

Q: So, how did you finally fig-

ure it out?
A: I got a scholarship to
Florida International
University where I majored in
accounting with a focus in
computer information sys-
tems. Because it wasn’t a full
scholarship I had internships
all the way through.

I believe in internships for
all students and even created a
website (www.ianrichards.org)
to try and push many of our
students into planning for their
futures. You don’t have to
intern in any particular field,
you are just trying to figure
out what you like and make
some connections.

I got internships with
Ryder Corporate
Headquarters, Barnett Bank,
the United States Department
of Agriculture working on
websites. From there I decid-
ed to go ahead and take the
LSAT (Law School Aptitude
Test) more as a challenge than
anything else because I didn’t
intent to go to law school. I
got a high score, so I applied
to the University of Miami
Law School and was accepted. 

Q: Did you pass the bar the
first time?
A: Oh yeah! And I passed
with a fairly good score.

Q: Where did you work first
as a lawyer?
A: I started at the State
Attorney’s Office in Dade
County, beginning my career
in domestic violence, then
moved to the juvenile division
and on to felonies. I later
started my own practice and
was relatively successful.

Q: With a growing law prac-

HUNT FOR ‘BABY DOC’: Haiti’s Duvalier 
continues to evade justice ~ Amnesty

Ian Richards: The Florida judge with Caribbean roots bucks the system
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submitted to his office in July
and that a task force would be
created to examine the investi-
gation’s findings and deter-
mine the next steps, Zúñiga
said. But he said Léger was
replaced as public prosecutor
in October and, since then, his
position has been filled by
three different people. René

Cénatus, the most recent
appointee to the post, took
office on Jan. 4.

“The investigation seems
to have deliberately stalled by
changing public prosecutors
multiple times,” Zúñiga said.
“It has become evident that in
Haiti, the independence of the
judiciary is just a mirage.”

He said that Haitian
authorities at the highest level

have until now shown “great
leniency towards Duvalier,
while showing contempt to the
victims of human rights viola-
tions who continue to await
justice and reparation.”

Despite being assigned to
his residence during the inves-
tigation, Zúñiga said Duvalier
continues to take part in public
events accompanied by his
lawyers and supporters. In

October, Zúñiga said Martelly
paid a “highly publicized” visit
to Duvalier’s home, “under the
pretext of national reconcilia-
tion,” adding that Duvalier
took also part in an official
ceremony this month to com-
memorate the second anniver-
sary of Haiti’s earthquake.

‘PRETENSE’
“The Haitian government

must end this pretense of jus-
tice and take a clear, public
stance on the case against
Jean-Claude Duvalier,”
Zúñiga said.

“Haitian judicial authori-
ties must be given all the
resources and support - includ-
ing from the UN – they need
to conclude the investigation
and bring those responsible to
justice in trials that meet inter-
national standards,” he said.

In Sept. 2011, Amnesty
International published “You
cannot kill the truth: The case
against Jean-Claude
Duvalier”, a report that revis-
its the organization’s previous
research on “widespread and
systematic human rights abus-
es” committed in Haiti in the
1970s and 1980s.

Editor’s note: A judge in
Haiti has ruled that Duvalier
should face trial for corrup-
tion committed during his 15-
year rule, but not on the
human rights charges.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
prominent think tank here
says that the Caribbean is a
“blueprint” for illicit drug
trafficking at a time when it is
being “heavily influenced” by
organized Latin American
criminal groups.

The Council on
Hemispheric Affairs (COHA)
outlined in a recent analysis
that drug trafficking and relat-
ed violence is on the rise
throughout the Caribbean,
noting that United States-
Mexico border controls have
been “profoundly tightened,
resulting in a growing
spillover of drugs into the
wider Caribbean.

“The Caribbean’s natural
landscapes and diffuse geo-
graphical locations make it
appealing for drug traffickers
who take advantage of such
terrain that features long
often uncontrolled coastlines
and mountainous interiors for
the growth and transportation
of narcotics”, COHA noted.

It stated that while the
role of the U.S. has increased
with the creation of the

Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative
(CBSI), targeted on
helping to combat the
growing menace of the
drug trafficking phe-
nomenon, but drug
traffickers “target vul-
nerable CARICOM
(Caribbean communi-
ty) islands, such as
Haiti, to earn big prof-
its by corrupting high
officials”.

COHA stated that
the 1970s marked the
dawning of the drug
trafficking phenomenon
in the Caribbean, stat-
ing that, since then, the “tenta-
cles of this multibillion-dollar
illegal industry has plagued the
West Indian islands with
expanding drug cartel ramifica-
tions from Central and South
America, which continue to
make use of the islands as a
channel to deliver supplies to
high-demand markets in the
United States and Europe”.

TRANSIT
The think tank noted that

drug cartels use the Caribbean
as a “mode of transit,” mainly
because of its geographic lay-
out. For instance, COHA stat-
ed that The Bahamas is a
“favored transit point” for
Jamaican marijuana and
South American cocaine culti-
vated and processed specifi-
cally for sale in the U.S.

With the current tighten-
ing of the Mexican/U.S. bor-
ders, COHA said drug traf-
fickers once again have

returned to the Caribbean
to transport their narcotics.
COHA urged that Latin
America be invited to talks
with the Caribbean and the
U.S., “as most Caribbean
drug trafficking is a result
of Latin American gangs
using the region as a means
of convergence of narcotics
and marketed into the U.S.
and Europe”.

VULNERABLE
With the tightening of
U.S./Mexico borders,
COHA noted, “vulnerable
islands within the
Caribbean have become

even more susceptible to the
lure of drug trafficking”.

It stated that Haiti is of
“particular interest to drug
traffickers, as the island’s pop-
ulation has become more
prone to participate in this ille-
gal narcotic trade for a num-
ber of reasons, such as poverty
and corruption, economic and
political instability, as well as
an unsafe environment and a
profaned ceiling on the avail-
ability of jobs – all of which

has been worsened by the
aftermath of the devastating
January 2010 earthquake”.

The think tank noted that
many drug traffickers have
become “both respected as
well as feared figures within
Jamaican society”. COHA,
therefore, urged Caribbean
governments to focus on the
“felt needs” of the population
in order to allocate adequate
funds to social and economic
development efforts “so that
locals do not turn to drug traf-
fickers for such support”.

But, it stated that the lim-
ited development funding
available within these “chroni-
cally under-financed islands
remains an important chal-
lenge”.

Furthermore, COHA
noted that numerous
Caribbean governments lack
the necessary funds to proper-
ly address security issues
involved in combating drug
trafficking.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ
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Caribbean is ‘blueprint’ for illicit drug trafficking ~ U.S. think tank
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U.S. law enforcement is kept busy tracking stacks of drugs
from the Caribbean.
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United States President
Barack Obama is defi-
nitely “fired up and

ready to go” as his State of
the Union address showed on
Jan. 24.

As was expected, the pres-
ident made an all-out attempt
to rein in those disappointed
and wavering immigrant votes
by dedicating a part of his
wide-ranging address to immi-
gration reform.

After months of silence
amidst rising deportation lev-
els, Obama,
speaking
undoubtedly
to Latino and
immigrant
voters, insist-
ed: “We
should be
working on
comprehen-
sive immigra-
tion reform
right now.”
Jobs/econo-
my, immigration, and educa-
tion were the top three issues
Latinos told the National
Council of La Raza they want-
ed the president to address in
his speech. And he did!

In a direct contrast to the
Republican front runner, Mitt
Romney, President Obama
called for a comprehensive
immigration plan that lets
young immigrants earn their
citizenship. With Romney
vowing to veto any law that
would offer permanent resi-
dency for skilled but undocu-
mented migrants who graduat-
ed from U.S. schools or took
part in military service, the
president pledged to sign even
limited reform.

“The opponents of action
are out of excuses,” he said.
“But if election-year politics
keeps Congress from acting on
a comprehensive plan, let’s at
least agree to stop expelling
responsible young people who
want to staff our labs, start
new businesses, and defend
this country. Send me a law
that gives them the chance to
earn their citizenship. I will
sign it right away.”

Critics were quick to
point out that while Obama
has made such promises since
before his election in 2008, he
has yet to make a major push
behind a comprehensive
immigration policy overhaul.

Yet, for all the talk and no
action, the alternative harsh
right wing stance of Romney
and the GOP will undoubted-
ly have immigrant voters hold-
ing their noses and voting for
Obama come November.

WARNING
Romney, watch out.

According to the Florida
Division of Elections, final
registration statistics for the
state’s Jan. 31 Republican
presidential primary showed
that 1,473,920 Latinos are reg-
istered to vote statewide.
Overall, according to the Pew
Hispanic Center, Latinos
make up 13.1 percent of the
state’s more than 11.2 million
registered voters. Among
Latino registered voters,
452,619 are registered as
Republicans, making up 11.1
percent of all Republican reg-
istered voters. And 564,513
Latino registered voters are
registered as Democrats, rep-
resenting 12.4 percent of all
Democratic registered voters.

Nationally, Latinos make
up 16 percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation while there are 39.9
million foreign-born residents
nationally as of 2010, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census.

It’s not a white America
anymore, but more becoming
increasingly more brown and
black. Republicans are seem-
ingly still refusing to acknowl-
edge this fact.

Obama on the other hand
is a savvy politician who
knows he cannot win again
without the Latino and immi-
grant vote. His speech on Jan.
24 proved that. Now it’s time
for some action to match your
words, Mr. President.

Felicia Persaud is founder 
of NewsAmericasNow,
CaribPR Wire and Hard 
Beat Communications.

Æ

Two years after a 7.0
earthquake struck Haiti,
killing hundreds of

thousands, more than a half-
million Haitians are still sleep-
ing under tarps, often in
camps without enough water
or toilets.

As another hurricane sea-
son approaches, many people
are asking,
what hap-
pened to the
generous
donations
that
Americans
gave?
Congress
should make
it easier to
find out.

No one is
charging cor-
ruption, at least not at the top
of the aid organizations. But
as aid agencies pumped out
press releases touting their
successes during the second
anniversary of the quake, the
charities also confronted a ris-
ing tide of skepticism about
why so many earthquake vic-
tims remain un-housed.

For example, two-thirds
of the displaced have left the
camps, according to the
American Red Cross, which
says it has relocated more
than 100,000 people into tran-
sitional housing. It also says it
has spent more than a quarter
of a billion dollars in the past
year.

But the Red Cross raised
almost twice that amount -
$486 million - and has been

criticized for not spending
more of it. The organization
has also been criticized along
with other non-governmental
organizations, or “NGOs”, for
not disclosing more details as
to how the money has been
spent.

GRIM PICTURE
The question of where all

the money went has sparked
by NPR and other media. But
none brought as much back-
lash as a new documentary
film by independent filmmak-
er Michele Mitchell, “Haiti:
Where Did the Money Go?”
which has been airing on PBS
stations across the country.

Produced by her New
York-based company Film At

11, the film paints a very grim
picture of how much obvious-
ly has not been done. In a
camp of 5,000 people, for
example, only six toilets are
provided - and no one to clean
them. In separate visits on the
first and second anniversaries
of the quake, Mitchell found
the camp’s conditions actually
had gotten worse.

“This is not just about
Haiti,” Mitchell told me after
a screening before members
of Congress on Capitol Hill.
“It’s about the need for real
reform. Because when you
give money to a do-good
organization, you expect them
to do good with it. We need to

Obama woos immigrant voters
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Many earthquake victims are still trapped in Haiti’s ‘tent city’.

Where did donations for Haiti’s ‘quake victims go?



There is
good in
every

man and bad
in every man
too - at least
that’s what
they say.

But what
is goodness,
what makes
one man
appear to be
good in one person’s eyes, yet
bad in another person’s view?

There are no really bad
boys, just misunderstood souls,
say some teachers. And there
are other people who also say,
that if you examine the minds of
truly bad men, you would find
someone who’s merely troubled
and misunderstood. Tell that to
the families of the victims.

Whichever way you want
to analyze it, the actions of a
truly bad man can be devastat-
ing. People do seem to prefer

good men to bad men. But who
really is a good man, and do
men strive to be good, or are
just afraid to be bad? After all,
what are the benefits of being a
good man? And yet, women do
seem to clamor for good men,
as that’s all I seem to hear.

It’s now become a cliché -
even as the women get good
men, they allow them to slip
through their fingers for what-
ever reason. 

FUTILITY
Diogenes, of ancient Greek

times, spent his entire life
trudging the earth searching for
an honest man. He even lit a
lantern in broad daylight in his
quest. He never found one. A
lesson in futility.

This fact seems to be lost
on most women, as they con-
stantly try to find a good man.
What’s so great about a good
man though? The answers are
varied. Some women said that a

good man is one who provides
for his family, loves and
respects his woman, and is a
good father. To provide, I sup-
pose they meant bringing home
food and drink, plus providing
a home in which to live. But
many men do that, yet they are
far from being good.

Material things doth not a
good man make, yet many men
and women, seem to think that
all they have to do is throw
some dollars around, stock the
refrigerator with food every
week, and build a mansion on
the hill and that’s all it takes.
The wives who complain say
that’s not all, as they end up
being alone in the house with
only a well-stocked fridge and a
60-inch plasma television as
company.

“I hardly ever see him. I’m
his baby, so he left me with my
toys to keep me happy.”

Some women say that a
man who does not beat them is
a good man, and that may very
well be true to some extent, for
a man who lays his hands on his
woman is less than a man.

CONFUSION
But try to tell that to the

woman who measures the love
of a man by how often he slaps
her around.

“My man knows how to
command respect. If I get out of
line, he brings me back in line,
and a few slaps won’t kill me.
He’s a good man and I wouldn’t
trade him for any soft weak
man.”

Now you can see how con-

fusing and strange this ‘good
man’ thing can get. Then there
is the matter of respect, as
many women used this criterion
of respect to judge and deter-
mine whether a man is good or
not. But there is respect and
there is respect, for some
women said that respect meant
that the man could cheat, but
respect them enough to be dis-
crete about it.

Apparently the men who
cheat and don’t care, who
throw it in their wives’ faces,
come home at all hours of the
night reeking of post sexual
odors, have far less respect than
the guy who lies about his indis-
cretions. And yet there were
some women who declared that
a good man never cheats on his
woman…even though she
refuses to have sex with him for
many years.

JUDGING
Are we to say that because

a man falls prey to pleasures of
the flesh and has a little dal-
liance on the side, it makes him
not a good man? Judging by
that yardstick, most men in the
world are not good men. Some
women disagree, and say that a
little sex on the side is no big
deal, for in reality, men have a
need for variety, and would
have sex with a pumpkin if it
was available.

Some women don’t view
the sex act as important enough
to warrant leaving, while others
do.

“Say what, cheat on
me…cheat on me…that would
be the end of the relationship…
the end.”

Many women think that it’s
pointless to leave a man or
judge him just because of sex.
Love though, is an entirely dif-
ferent matter.

“If he shows any love for
another woman, or even too
much interest, then he’s not a
good man to me, so that’s the
end of the story.”

A good man is gentle and
caring, say some women. But
hold on here, for even though
many women say that, after a
while they get bored with such
a man and end up losing
respect for him. For some rea-
son, women seem to like a little
rogue in their man, a little cow-
boy, a little gangster.

So, as you can see, good
men are merely who some
women perceive them to be.

All I can say is, gentlemen,
be yourselves, and respect your
woman, love cherish and respect
her, but for heaven’s sake, do
not lose your manhood, or she
will find one elsewhere.

seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

Do good men exist?
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do better.”
The film upset the

American Red Cross with its
implications of ineffectiveness
and allegations that the Red
Cross lacks transparency. The
organization released a state-
ment charging the film with
“inaccuracies”. However, after
talking with David B. Meltzer,
the organization’s senior vice
president for international
services, I think the dispute
boils down mainly to differ-
ences of opinion and empha-
sis. The Red Cross under-
standably wants to focus on
the people it has helped. The
film’s focus, like mine, is on
how many people the NGOs
have missed - and why.

QUESTIONS
Haiti’s earthquake,

Meltzer pointed out, is “the
largest urban disaster since the
end of World War II.” It left
1.5 million people homeless in
a city that had already had
hundreds of thousands living
in squalor in its poorest sec-
tions. The donations have
been generous, but they don’t
begin to cover the total costs
of Haiti’s recovery. “We’ve had
big challenges,” he said, “but
we’ve also had big successes.”

True enough. But on the
question of where the money

went, Meltzer, like other offi-
cials, proudly directed me to
the Red Cross website, where
they freely disclose information
required by law. Unfortunately,
the law doesn’t require a very
detailed disclosure, such as
how much was spent on specif-
ic items like food, water and
latrine services or where the
money found its way to people
who need help.

It also doesn’t address
larger questions that have
been raised about how disaster
aid is delivered by NGOs. The
Red Cross, for example, has
been forced to defend itself
many times in the past against
critics of its relief efforts after
disasters like Hurricane
Katrina and the Japanese
earthquake and tsunami.

Mitchell’s film was
defended against the Red
Cross’s criticism by at least
one watchdog group, the
Center for Economic and
Policy Research, which also
called for more disclosure and
accountability by NGOs.
Congressional hearings and
oversight, which Red Cross
officials say they welcome,
would be a good place to start.

© 2012 Clarence Page.
Distributed by Tribune Media
Services, Inc.

Æ
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Where did donations for Haiti’s ‘quake victims go?



KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
Police have charged popular
dancehall artiste Oneil Bryan,
36, better
known as
“Elephant
Man”, with
sexually
assaulting a
31-year-old
woman last
month.

Police
said that
Bryan was detained on Jan. 30
and questioned in the pres-
ence of his attorney.

Police allege that the
entertainer sexually assaulted
the woman at his Corporate
Area home earlier last month
and that a report was made to
the Centre for the Investigation
of Sexual Offences and Child
Abuse (CISOCA).

He has been charged with
grievous sexual assault and
rape.

Last year, the entertainer
appeared before the Corporate
Area court, accused of stealing
electricity from the Jamaica
Public Service company (JPS).

Æ

“Fifty Years A Wi
Kulcha (Pantomime
to Ring Ding)” will

be the theme of the fifth
annual Louise Bennett-
Coverly Reading Festival
to be presented this month
by The Jamaican Folk
Revue and the Friends of
South Regional-Broward
College Library in South
Florida.

The event, which will
feature special guest
Marjorie Whylie, musical
director of the National
Dance Theatre Company,
will be held Feb. 11 at the
library, 7300 Pines Blvd.
in Pembroke Pines.

South Florida-based
writers Ivy “Miss Ivy”
Armstrong, Susan “Dr.
Sue” Davis, Geoffrey
Philp and Malachi “Sankey”
Smith are also scheduled to
make presentations.

The late Louise Bennett-
Coverly, popularly known as

“Miss Lou”, was a Jamaican
cultural icon, famous for poet-
ry, songs, comedy and drama.
Reception and live entertain-
ment will begin at 1:30 p.m.

Admission is free.
For more information,

call 954-201-8825.

Æ

Dancehall artiste Elephant Man
facing sexual offense charges

Jamaican ‘kulcha’ to unfold at reading fest

Aruba is buzzing with
excitement as it gears
up for the 58th annual

carnival celebration.
The celebration, which

began last month and contin-
ues through February,
includes street festivals, com-
petitions and parades repre-
senting the island’s biggest
party each year.

Steel drums and brass
bands belting out calypso
tunes for road marches is
among the staples of Aruba’s
carnival celebration. Others
include this month’s Carnival
Queen Election Day, when
Aruba selects one of its most
important carnival representa-
tives.

Aruba’s Lighting Parade,

which takes place on Feb. 11,
offers thousands of tiny lights
incorporated into costumes,
road pieces and floats, creat-
ing a dramatic contrast against
the backdrop of the night sky.

Alarm clocks go off early
Feb.18 for Aruba’s annual
“pajama party” Jouvert
Morning in San Nicolas. This
is the island’s largest “jump
up” as carnival enthusiasts fol-
low the various live music car-
avans down the city streets
until sunrise.

GRAND PARADE
Following Jouvert

Morning, celebrants continue
the party at San Nicolas’
Grand Carnival Parade, which
begins at 1 p.m. in San

Nicolas.  
The culmination of the

carnival celebration, the
Grand Carnival Parade, is an
all-day event scheduled for
Feb. 19. That includes music,
celebratory floats and cos-
tumes as the parade route
winds it way through city
streets. The parade starts at
noon in Oranjestad and con-
tinues into the evening.

Carnival season concludes
Feb. 21 with the ceremonial
midnight “Burning of King
Momo”, a life-size effigy of
the spirit of carnival, on the
eve of Ash Wednesday.

For more information,
visit www.ARUBA.com or
call 1-800-TO-ARUBA.

Æ

Aruba’s carnival extends through February
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Elephant Man

Call 954.633.8622 or visit www.CoverallSouthFlorida.com 
and change your future today.

At Coverall, we make owning your own business an 
attainable goal. Join a leading commercial cleaning 
franchise system in a growing industry.

  • Financing Available
  • Billing & Collections Services
  • Comprehensive Training
  • Initial Customer Base

With affordable down payments starting under 
$5000, there has never been an easier way to start 
a business for yourself.

This offering is made by prospectus only. See Franchise Disclosure Document for details.

Make a decision you can feel good about.

BEENIE, BRAVO BASH

Jamaican dancehall star Beenie Man, left, has teamed up with West Indies cricket
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo. Last month Bravo, nicknamed the “Caribbean
Powerhouse”, released a new single in his native Trinidad and Tobago titled “Bad
Man Soca”. He was also a member of the T&T team which won the regional 20/20
title recently.

Miss Lou



DAWN A. DAVIS

Determined to shake 
up the notion of
“starving artists”,

South Florida’s Artist as an
Entrepreneur Institute (AEI)
proudly showcased some of 
its recent artists-graduates at
its fourth annual “Doing
Business As...Artist
Entrepreneurs” (DBA) exhi-
bition at Gallery Six in Fort
Lauderdale.

Designed to cultivate
artist’s business, negotiation
and marketing skills, AEI 
was founded in 2003 by the
Community Partnership 
for Arts and Culture and 
the Council of Smaller
Enterprises out of Cleveland,
Ohio. Taking its cue from this
enterprise, South Florida’s
own AEI program began its
first artist-focused business
courses in 2009, with the sup-
port of the Broward Cultural
Division. 

The culminating exhibi-
tion is not just about the cre-
ative process, it also allows
artists to use the business and
marketing skills to transform
their creativity into viable
careers.

“The combination of tak-
ing the course and utilizing
the different elements taught,
in addition to this exhibition,

helps to set the artists apart,”
said Frank Crowley, the exhi-
bition’s project coordinator
and one of the featured artists.

CARIBBEAN ARTISTS
Two Caribbean

Americans artists are among
those in this year’s juried
show. Haitian American
Nzingah is a painter, jeweler,
dancer, musician and spoken

word artist. Her delivery is
powerful, melding history,
drama and emotion, to create
pieces that move her audi-
ences.

Nzingah speaks passion-
ately about the struggles and
the glories of the African dias-
pora, particularly Haitians, in
her performances. She also
teaches art in South Florida
schools. 

“The DBA helped me
clean up the glitches in my
work habits, my presentation,
my approach,” said Nzingah.

“It shifted my thinking. It
really helped me merge my
business mind with my artist
mind and pushed me further
along with my social media
skills.”

Photographer Louis Davis
began his foray into visual arts
in Jamaica during the 1970s.
Best described as a photo col-
lagist, Davis digitally manipu-
lates images, creating a mosaic
of messages that underscores
society’s social ills, injustices
and deterioration. Not all his
work is overtly activist, how-
ever. His florals, portraits and
tasteful nudes fit into any
decor. Davis’s work speaks to
serious buyers.

“There has long been the
perception, and there is some
truth to it, that artists are
more concerned about making
art as against marketing and
sustaining themselves,” he
explained.

“The DBA helps artists to
sustain a viable enterprise, not
in terms of creating art and
selling art, but marketing
themselves, particularly
through social media, creating
accounting procedures that
are viable, and learning about
tax laws, contracts, and busi-
ness structures that might
affect them.”

WHO’S BUYING?
Can artists be optimistic

in this economic climate? 
“Middle income buyers

are not buying as much,” said
Ludlow Bailey, a gallery
owner and artist representa-
tive. “In fact, that market is
down. And, as a result, some
artists are struggling too. But,
people in the higher income
bracket, those making over
$150,000 and over, are still
purchasing art.” 

Bailey noted that artists
are willing to negotiate more
because the current economy
is tough. However, he added
that the revenue for auction
houses, such as Sotheby’s and
Christie’s, have gone up in
addition to the numbers at
some of the art fairs like
Miami’s Art Basel. One rea-
son, he explained, is the shift
in investment focus.

“A lot of the heavy
movers are looking at art this
year because they took money
out of the stock market and
are putting it in art,” said
Bailey. “...They are looking
for investments and they are
buying emerging artists.”.

The exhibition closes Feb.
22, with a special forum fea-
turing guest speakers and per-
formers, starting at 5 p.m.
Gallery Six is located on the
sixth floor of the Broward
County Main Library in Fort
Lauderdale.

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

MONEY MAKER: AEI is taking stock in the business of Caribbean art
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Nzingah

DION DELIVERS

Multi-platinum international superstar Celine Dion delivered a golden performance to
the over 20,000 people who attended last month’s Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival
at the Trelawny Multi-Purpose Stadium on the Caribbean island. Dion’s set featured
favorites such as “I Drove All Night”, “Beauty and the Beast”, “The Prayer”, “Where
Does My Heart Beat Now” and Treat Her Like A Lady”, with a special appearance by
Jamaican singer/songwriter Diana King. In a performance lasting over an hour, Dion
closed with “My Heart Will Go On”, the soundtrack from the blockbuster film
“Titantic”.



KINGSTON,
Jamaica, CMC –
The new Jamaica
government has
announced plans
to introduce a
health card to
help improve the
delivery of health-
care services in
the country.

Last month,
Health Minister
Dr. Fenton
Ferguson said the
card would allow
persons with pre-
scriptions from
public health facil-
ities easy access to
medication at no
cost, for items that
are on the Vital,
Essential and
Necessary (VEN)
list. The service is
expected to be
available at public
sector and select-
ed private sector
pharmacies island-
wide.

He said the
card would also
improve the
mechanism to bill
private health
insurance providers, as it will state whether
or not the individual has health insurance.

Dr. Ferguson said that while the Portia
Simpson Miller administration is not com-
pletely opposed to the abolition of user
fees, “the principle that we are observing is
that, those who can, should pay. 

“The ministry must develop an effec-
tive mechanism to assess people’s ability to

pay,” he added.
“I want to make one thing abundantly

clear. This government supports the
removal of user fees from social services
for certain segments of the population. In
2007, we introduced free health care for
children.”

Æ

DAVIE, Florida - Students
and faculty from Nova
Southeastern University
(NSU) recently completed
their second medical mission
in the British Virgin Islands
(BVI), where they provided
schoolchildren with hearing
aids and audiology services.

The Audiology
Department at NSU’s College
of Allied Health and Nursing
conducted the mission to fit
schoolchildren with hearing
aids donated by ReSound
Corporation.

The BVI does not have an
audiologist. Therefore, hear-
ing-impaired children must
travel to other countries to

obtain those services, said Teri
Hamill, NSU’s professor of
audiology.

“For some parents, finan-
cial limitations prevent them
from seeking treatment for
their children,” Hamill said in
a recent press release. 

“Meanwhile, other chil-
dren with multiple handicaps
have difficulty traveling for
treatment.”

TRIPS
She and her students went

on an initial trip to the BVI 
in late February to identify
hearing-impaired children who
need hearing aids. The trip was
initiated by Gennell Bowen, a

fourth-year doctor of audiolo-
gy student, who is from the
BVI. The NSU group, includ-
ing community preceptors,
returned to the islands later in
the year to fit the children with
the devices.

The children were
given hearing aids
with remote controls
and teacher micro-
phones. The remote
controls allow the par-
ents of the younger
children to adjust the
hearing aids from a
distance and it pre-
vents the children
from changing the
hearing aid’s settings.

The microphone sends the
teacher’s voice by radio waves
to the hearing aid during
classroom instruction.

“This trip was extremely
successful, as we were able to

help over 100 students receive
hearing aids,” Hamill said.
“These tiny devices will greatly
improve their quality of life.”

Æ

New health card for Jamaicans

In observance of National BlackHIV/AIDS Awareness Day on Feb. 7,
TACOLCY, in partnership with

Empower U, will host a mini-fair from 3
p.m. to 8 p.m. at 6161 N.W. Ninth Ave. in
Liberty City, Florida.

The event will include free testing and

workshops.
For more information, call Denise

Rainey at 305-751-1295, Ext. 115 or e-mail
drainey@tacolcy.org. To volunteer, call
Isheka Harrison at 305-751-1295, Ext. 139
or e-mail iharrison@tacolcy.org.

Æ

Free HIV testing in Liberty City

NSU students, faculty provide hearing aids to needy children in BVI 
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MIAMI, Florida – A unique
American master returns to
the spotlight as Macy’s cele-
brates Black History Month
with special events and exhibits
dedicated to famed artist
Romare Bearden in February.

In conjunction with the
Romare Bearden Foundation,
Macy’s is honoring the rich
history and legacy of the
artist, writer and musician in
celebration of 100th anniver-
sary of his birth this year.

Bearden’s life was marked
by the pursuit of art in all forms.
His work encompassed art,
music, design, history and litera-
ture. During his lifetime (1911-
1988), Bearden experimented
with different mediums and
artistic styles, but is best known
for his richly textured collages.
However, his diverse interests
included costume and set design
for the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater and Nanette
Bearden’s Contemporary
Dance Theatre, music composi-
tion and literary work such as
his famed children’s book “Li’l
Dan, The Drummer Boy: A
Civil War Story”.

“Macy’s is thrilled to part-
ner with the Romare Bearden
Foundation in celebration of
the life and work of one of
America’s preeminent artists,”
said Dineen Garcia, Macy’s
vice-president of diversity
strategies.

“Every year, as we honor

the contributions of African
Americans with our Black
History Month events, we
hope to empower a new gener-
ation through a look back at
some of our nation’s most

important leaders. Throughout
his life, Romare Bearden
brought his exceptional talents
to a wide range of interests,
cementing his unique place in
history and blazing a trail for
those who followed.”

“The Romare Bearden
Foundation is pleased to part-
ner with Macy’s on the occa-
sion of the centennial celebra-
tion.  This is a wonderful
opportunity to promote to a
wider audience the accom-
plishments of Bearden and his
gifts to society,” said Co-
Directors Johanne Bryant
Reid and Diedra Harris Kelley.

TORONTO, Canada –
Respected Jamaican Canadian
media pioneer, activist and
entrepreneur Denham Jolly,
will be honored here during
Black History Month.

Frances-Anne Solomon,
chief executive officer of
CaribbeanTales Worldwide
Distribution, said Jolly, who
was also the “driving force”
behind Toronto’s first black
radio station Flow 93.5FM in
2001, will receive the special
honor on Feb. 4 at the
CaribbeanTales Youth Film
Festival.

The event will also fea-
ture the Canadian premiere of
the Jamaican feature film
“Better Mus Come”.

“It is important to recog-
nize the broad shoulders on
which we stand alongside the
powerful leaders among our
youth,” Solomon said, adding
that “Denham Jolly waged a
15-year battle to get our first
black radio station on the
Canadian airwaves.

“He is a tireless communi-
ty activist, who has also built
several very successful busi-
nesses. These are accomplish-
ments that young black people
need to recognize and emu-
late,” she added.

Jolly was born near
Negril, Jamaica in 1935. His
father was a landowner and
entrepreneur, “who taught his
five children independence,

self reliance and hard work,”
Solomon said.

Jolly attended McGill
University in 1955, along with
other brilliant Caribbean
scholars, graduating with a
degree in science. Jolly also
taught chemistry and physics
at the prestigious Forest Hill
Collegiate in the heart of
Toronto’s upper class Jewish
enclave.

ENTREPRENEUR
In his book, titled “How

the Blacks Created Canada”,
broadcaster and writer Fil
Fraser recounted that Jolly,
“an entrepreneur at heart,”
recalling his father’s advice,
decided to solve his own need
for housing by buying a prop-
erty and renting out rooms to
students. Jolly also owned
properties around the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA) and
beyond, including a Days Inn
Hotel in west Toronto, a nurs-
ing home in Texas, two med-
ical laboratories, and the
Tyndal Nursing Home in
Mississauga, Ontario.

“Unknown to the wider
world, his quiet philanthropy
supported individuals, organi-
zations and entrepreneurs,
and changed many lives,”
Solomon said, adding “an
important achievement was
the creation of the Black
Business and Professional
Association (BBPA).”

Solomon said in 1982
Jolly convened a meeting at
the Underground Railroad
restaurant, involving 25 peo-
ple who represented the
“Who’s Who” of prominent
black leaders.

“He was acclaimed the
BBPA’s first president, and
one of his first acts was over-
seeing the establishment of
the Harry Jerome Awards to
recognize black Canadian
achievement,” she said,
adding that “30 years later, the
event remains a glittering
gala, regularly attended by
prime ministers, premiers,
mayors and other dignitaries.”

Solomon said Jolly
believes the black community
“needed a voice in the media
to communicate and express
its concerns, report on events
and celebrate its culture –
needs that were being ignored
by mainstream media.”

In 1982, Jolly bought the
Contrast newspaper, and was
its publisher and financial
backer for four years.  Then,
he began a 15-year campaign
to get Canada’s first black
radio station on the air,
Solomon said.

“Through his media 
operations, Denham Jolly 
has changed the landscape 
of Canadian broadcasting,”
she said.

Æ

The Broward County
African American
Research Library and

Cultural Center in South
Florida is accepting entries for
its “2012 Black History Month
Essay Contest”.

The contest is open to
students in grades four to 12
living in Broward County. 
To enter, they must submit 
an essay on the topic “The
Changing Era for African
Americans in the United
States and Abroad in the
1940s”, which addresses the
impact this change has had 
on the lives of African
Americans living in the U.S.

during that period.
To enter, essays must be

original, legibly written, with
good grammar and correct
spelling. Entries must be 200
words or less, accompanied by
the essay contest official entry
form and submitted no later
than 8 p.m. Feb. 15 at the
African American Research
Library and Cultural Center
(AARLCC), 2650 Sistrunk
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale,
Florida 333111.

Students must provide
their full name, home address,
telephone number, school of
attendance and grade level.
Each student may only submit

one entry.
Entry forms can be

obtained in person at the
AARLCC (from the Youth
Services Desk) or online by
accessing the library at
www.broward.org/library.
Then click on the Programs
and Events button.

Essays will be judged for
merit, originality, grammar
and spelling. There will be
one winner from each of three
categories: grades four to six;
seven to nine and 10 to 12.
Prizes are being sponsored by
Best Buy.

Æ

Macy’s celebration honors 
master artist Romare Bearden

Jamaican-born media pioneer to be 
honored in Toronto, Canada

Feb. 15 is deadline for students’ essay contest
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BRIEFS
• Discussing black art
The Lauderhill Arts Center and The
Art, Culture and Tourism Board of
the South Florida city will present a
black art history presentation and
discussion at 7 p.m. Feb. 11 by
Carol –Ann Mcfarlane at the
Lauderhill Arts Center, 5450 N.W.
19th St. in Lauderhill.

For more information, visit

info@lauderhillartscenter.org.

• ‘AfroPoP’ on television
“AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cultural
Exchange”, a series that shines a
light on stories from diverse corners
of the African diaspora, is airing on
the public television channel in the
United States at 9 p.m. Sundays
throughout February.

The story of Caribbean singer
Calypso Rose was scheduled to air
Feb. 5. AfroPoP is produced by the
National Black Programming
Consortium (NBPC) and distributed
by American Public Television (APT).

- Compiled from various sources.

Æ

Bearden

(Continued on page 16)



MIAMI, Florida – Residents
and visitors to the South
Florida area are being encour-
aged to take part in several
events to celebrate Black
History Month 2012.

The Miami-Dade County
Black Affairs Advisory Board’s
Heritage Planning Committee
will sponsor the events during
February to honor the contribu-
tions of people of African
descent. This year’s national
theme is  “Black Women in
American Culture and History”.

The following is a listing of
events and activities:        

• A month-long art exhibit
featuring Kinad, Inc.’s “African
American History” and the
Historical Black Railroaders
Society, Inc., plus work by Alan
Laird and Miami Jackson
Senior High students, will be on
display at the Stephen P. Clark
Government Center Lobby, 111
N.W. First St. in Miami.

For details, call 
305-375-4606 or visit
www.miamidade.gov/baab.

• Feb. 9-12 - Virginia Key
Beach “Grass Roots Festival”
at Virginia Key Beach Park,

4020 Virginia Beach Dr.,
featuring Chaka Khan,
Arrested Development,
Fishbone and Immortal
Technique.

For more information, 
call 305-960-4618 or visit www.
VirginiaKeyGrassRoots.org.

• Feb. 10 - Solo
Exhibition: Prince Emmanuel
Abiodun Aderele’s “Sacred
Art and Drums” at the

Intercontinental Hotel
Doral/Miami,

2505 N.W. 87th Ave. in
Doral, Florida .

For more information, call
800-593-5447.

• Feb. 11 – Free Family
Fun Day: Ritmos Cubanos:
¡Azucar!, noon to 4 p.m. at
HistoryMiami, 101 W. Flagler
St., Miami. Join master drum-
mer Ezequiel Torres and other
artists for an afternoon of Afro-
Cuban culture. Participate in
interactive drumming and dance
demonstrations and make your
own shaker instrument.

For more information, 
call 305-375-1492 or visit folk-
life@historymiami.org.
• Feb. 18, 6 p.m. to midnight -
“Fun-Raiser” sponsored by the
Black Heritage Planning
Committee at Seminole Hard
Rock Hotel. 

For more information, call
305-375-4606.
• Feb. 19, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - Free
Gospel Explosion Concert at
the South Miami-Dade Cultural
Arts Center, 10950 S.W. 211 St.,
Cutler Bay, featuring recording
artists Johnny Sanders and
Francine Murphy Ealey, plus
groups from area churches. Co-
sponsored by commissioners
Lynda Bell (District 8) and
Dennis C. Moss (District 9).

For more information, call
305-375-4606.

• Feb. 23 - Eighth annual
Black History Month
Celebration presented by the

MIAMI, Florida– In celebration
of Black History Month, The
Adrienne Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts of Miami-Dade
County and Larry Rosen, togeth-
er with TotalBank, will present
“Jazz Roots: A Larry Rosen Jazz
Series – Blues And Soul” 8 p.m.
Feb. 17 at the John S. and James
L. Knight Concert Hall of the
Adrienne Arsht Center here.

Robert Cray, the multi-
platinum, five-time Grammy
award-winning soulful
singer/songwriter/guitarist,
will perform his blend of gui-
tar-driven blues and soul. 
The concert also features
Grammy-nominated blues
artiste Shemekia Copeland.

Cray was instrumental in
helping to shape the blues on

the national scene, beginning
in the 1980s with his record-
ings “Strong Persuader” and
“Don’t Be Afraid of the
Dark”, both Grammy winners. 

For more information,
call 305-949-6722 or visit
www.arshtcenter.org.

Æ

Miami offers arts, entertainment

The literary legacy of
author Zora Neale
Hurston will be cele-

brated through next month
during “The Big Read” at the
African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center
in South
Florida.

“The Big
Read” kicks
off at 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 8. The
library is locat-
ed at 2650
Sistrunk Blvd.
in Fort
Lauderdale.

Hurston
wrote the
novel “Their Eyes Were
Watching God”, which was
first published amid contro-
versy in 1937, then rescued
from obscurity four decades
later by Alice Walker.

It narrates the character
Janie Crawford’s ripening
from a vibrant, but voiceless,
teenage girl into a woman
with her finger on the trigger

of her own destiny. It has been
described as a vibrant and
achingly human novel, which
was written in seven weeks,
that offers “the syncopated
beauty of Hurston’s prose, her
remarkable gift for comedy.

“The sheer visceral terror
of the book’s climax, all tran-
scend any label that critics
have tried to put on this
remarkable work”, a release
promoting the event added.

“The Big Read” is a com-
munity-wide reading project
funded by the National
Endowment for the Arts. It
offers a full calendar of events
including book and film dis-
cussions, panel discussions,
storytelling events, literary
dramatizations, jazz perform-
ances, visual arts workshops
and other fun, family-friendly
programs.

For more information on
“The Big Read”, visit
www.broward.org/library or
call 954-357-7386.

Æ

‘The Big Read’ marks legacy
of author Zora Neale Hurston 

‘Jazz Roots’ adds musical flavor to Black History Month
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South Miami-Dade Cultural
Arts Center and delancyhill law
firm at

10950 S.W. 211 St., Cutler
Bay. The Langston Hughes
Project, featuring The Ron
McCurdy Quartet and spoken
word artist Malcolm Jamal-
Warner, will perform.

For more information, call
786-573-5300 or visit www.smd-
cac.org.
• Feb. 24, 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. -
Annual Black History
Extravaganza featuring fash-
ion, food and entertainment at
the Joseph Caleb Auditorium

5400 N.W. 22nd Ave.,
Miami.

For more information, call

305-375-4606.
• Feb. 25, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. -
Black Aviation in Miami, at
HistoryMiami, 101 W. Flagler
St. Featuring a program on the
history of black aviation; a pri-
vate tour of HM’s “Aviation in
Miami:  The First 100 Years”,
recognition of Florida Memorial
University’s Aviation
Department students, led by

exhibition curator Antolin
Carbonell; and a public presen-
tation and book signing by Von
Hardesty, author or “Black
Wings:  Courageous Stories of
African Americans in Aviation
and Space History”.

For more information, call
305-375-1492.  

Æ

“Through our traveling
shows, archives and publica-
tions we aim to make
Bearden’s artistic legacy acces-
sible to all.”

SPOTLIGHT
To celebrate the artist’s

centennial, Macy’s will spot-
light Bearden’s work through
special exhibitions featuring
watercolors, prints, oil on
paper and dramatic black and
white photostats that date
from 1964 to 1984, when
Bearden was at the peak of
his artistic power. These satel-
lite exhibits will showcase
some rarely displayed works
loaned by private collectors, in
addition to works on loan
from local galleries.

Taking place at 11 Macy’s
locations nationwide, includ-
ing stores in New Orleans,
New York City, Pittsburgh,
Chicago, Atlanta, Los
Angeles, Philadelphia,
Houston, San Francisco,
Washington, D.C. and Miami,
the exhibits will be supple-
mented by works from artists
influenced and inspired by
Bearden. Opening receptions
will further highlight
Bearden’s artistic endeavors,
including music, highlighted
by performances from a new
generation of jazz musicians
playing his compositions,
which have been previously
recorded by masters such
Branford Marsalis, Tito
Puente and Billy Eckstine.

Additional in-store cele-
brations will include children’s
collage-making events, special
readings of Bearden’s chil-
dren’s book “Li’l Dan, The
Drummer Boy: A Civil War
Story”, and cooking demon-
strations from local chefs fea-
turing Bearden’s favorite
recipes and Caribbean dishes
from the out-of-print cook-
book “Ma Chance’s French
Caribbean Creole Cooking,”
which he illustrated.

For a complete listing of
Macy’s Black History Month
events, visit www.macys.com/
celebrate.

Æ

tice, what motivated you to
run for Broward County
judge?
A: It was shortly after my
father died in 2008, so it was a
bit of a catalyst. There were
other factors as well. What I
experienced as a lawyer prac-
ticing between West Palm
Beach, Broward, and Dade
County showed me that it

wasn’t always a level playing
field. When I ran I trumpeted
over and over again that I
would be fair and unbiased.

Q: Do you see a lot of
Caribbean people in your
courtroom?
A: Unfortunately yes, not in a
good way. I see way too many.

Q: What happens at the end
of your term?

A:We go through the whole
(election) cycle again. When I
started a lot of folks were not
happy. There is a lot of stuff
you are not taught at judge
school.

Q: How do you balance family
and professional life?
A: I am married to my best
friend, Ling, a Chinese
American, and we have three
beautiful children, Shilei, eight,

Kaian, two, and two-month-old
Jabian. I enjoy taking the kids
off Ling’s hands when I can. I
understand that there are
defined roles, but you are
doing yourself a disservice
when you don’t participate in
taking care of your kids.

Q: What is your advice to
someone who wants to run for
judge?
A: Join the different clubs and

organizations, get to know
people and practice. Treat
your clients with respect.
Carry yourself with respect.
Make sure you have a com-
mitment to help people.

Æ

Miami offers arts, entertainment
Macy’s celebration
honors master artist
Romare Bearden

Ian Richards: The Florida judge with Caribbean roots bucks the system
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
~ A Caribbean Today special feature
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Please join us at our 20th annual African-American Achievers awards ceremony.  Together, we will pay tribute to Achievers from the 
past two decades and celebrate five new honorees who have inspired others through their hard work, commitment and compassion.

Established in 1992 by automotive legend Jim Moran, the African-American Achievers awards program 
recognizes those who unselfishly invest their time and talents toward building a stronger community. 
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Grenada celebrates its
38th Independence 
on Feb. 7 and the

Caribbean island has sched-
uled many activities to
observe the occasion.

Independence celebra-
tions are usually marked by
colorful street parades, fueled
by soca and calypso music,
plus island traditional food.

But Grenadians living
overseas, in countries like the
United States, Europe and
Canada, planned their own
celebrations for this year’s
Independence, which carries
the theme “Breaking all 
barriers, striving for greater
achievements under one flag”.

In New York,

Independence activities offi-
cially began last month with a
social evening and calypso
monarch competition.
Burgess “Quako” McPhie,
with his version of “These
Are the Times”, beat reigning
king Clifford “Humorous
Matt” Matthew.

Other New York activities
last month included a “Youth
Fest” and an Ecumenical
Church Service of
Thanksgiving. There was also
a Senior Citizen Tea Party.
Grenada’s Prime Minister
Tillman Thomas was sched-
uled to attend the Feb. 2
event.

An Independence Dinner
and Awards Gala was also

scheduled for Feb. 4 in New
York.

FLORIDA, EUROPE
Independence activities

were also slated for South
Florida and England. On Feb.
4 the Grenada Cultural and
Civic Association was sched-
uled to stage its 24th Annual
Independence Dinner and
Dance at the Sheraton Fort
Lauderdale Hotel in Dania,
Florida.

Meanwhile, United
Groups of Grenada, under 
the auspices of the High
Commissioner for Grenada 
to the United Kingdom Ruth
Rouse, was scheduled to host
an Independence Dinner and
Dance at Novotel London
West in England.

On Feb. 11, the Grenada
Houston Association was also
scheduled to hold an
Independence Celebration
and Scholarship Gala at the
Ensemble Theatre in
Houston, Texas. Also on that
day, Grenadian nationals in
Zurich, Switzerland were

scheduled to celebrate
Independence at The Nutmeg
Restaurant in Zurich.

CANADA
Independence celebra-

tions were also slated for
Toronto and Montreal in
Canada. A Feb. 5 church serv-
ice was scheduled for
Toronto’s Central Seventh
Day Adventist Church in
Ontario. A flag raising cere-
mony was scheduled for Feb.
6 at Toronto’s City Hall.

Meanwhile, the Showcase
Grenada Expo will be held

Feb. 12 at 2562 Eglinton Ave.
West. The focus will be on
Grenada’s culture, cuisine, arts
and crafts, festivals, invest-
ment and eco-tourism.

Fish Friday is set for Feb.
17 at 1935 Weston Road in
Toronto, with Independence
Gala on Feb. 18 at Liberty
Grand in the city. Prime
Minister Thomas will be the
guest of honor.

Grenada’s Independence
activities in Toronto culminate
with a “Literary Night” on
Feb. 26 at 2562 Eglinton 
Ave. West. It will highlight
Grenada’s Canada-based
authors, poets, playwrights
and artists.

Grenada nationals in
Montreal are invited to a ban-
quet and ball on Feb. 18 at the
Schofield Hall. Tourism and
Civil Aviation Minister Peter
David is the special guest.

Information compiled from
various sources, including the
Wee FM Radio website.

Æ

Carnival celebrations 
in Carriacou are held
from the weekend

before the start of the
Christian lenten period.

In the tradition of
Caribbean carnivals, these 
celebrations include calypso
competitions and the parade
of brightly costumed masquer-
aders through the streets of
the main villages.

Unique to
Carriacou Carnival is
the “Shakespeare
Mas”, in which
brightly dressed
Peirrots engage in a
battle of wits using
only lines from
Shakespearean plays.
The competitor with-
out a quick reply
earns a playful stroke
from his opponent’s
stick.

Although the carnival
entails many aspects of the
mainland’s carnival, this event

is spectacular in its own way.
In 2012 Carriacou Carnival

will be held Feb. 20-21.

Æ

Carnival in Carriacou offers unique fun

Diaspora revels in Grenada’s 38th Independence celebrations
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GRENADA INDEPENDENCE

FACTS ON GRENADA
Official Name: Grenada 
Dependencies: Carriacou and Petite
Martinique 
Area: Three islands, 133 square
miles total.
Population: 104,000 (United
Nation, 2009) 
Capital: St. George’s (estimated
population 37,057) 
Location: 12.07° North 61.40°
West 
Highest point: Mt. St. Catherine
(2,757 feet) 
Time zone: EST+ 1; (GMT - 4:00) 
Climate: Tropical - average tem-
perature of 75ºF (24ºC) 
International dialing code: +1473 
Internet domain: .gd 
Currency: Eastern Caribbean dol-
lars (XCD) 
Major languages: English (official),
French patois 
Nationality: Grenadian 
Major religion: Christianity 
Life expectancy: 67 years (men),

70 years (women) (U.N.) 
GNI per capita: $4,670 (World
Bank, 2007) 
Current labor force: 40 percent of
population 
Literacy rate: 94 percent 
Airport: Maurice Bishop
International Airport (MBIA) 
Type of state: Constitutional
monarchy 
Head of state: (Queen Elizabeth II)
Sir Carlyle Glean 
Head of government: Prime
Minister Tillman Thomas 
Ruling party: National Democratic
Congress (NDC) 
Political structure: 15 constituen-
cies 
Elections: Last held July 8, 2008.
Next due by Sept. 2013 
Suffrage: Universal at 18 
National holiday: Feb. 7 (1974,
Independence Day) 
Constitution: Dec. 19, 1975

Æ

KEEPING IN CONTACT

Grenada’s Prime Minister Tillman
Thomas.

The Consulate General of Grenada
in New York covers the United
States and its territories.

Below is some useful informa-
tion about that office:
• Where is the consulate located?

800 Second Avenue, New York,
NY 10017.

• What are the office telephone
and fax numbers?
Phone: 1-212-599-0301, ext 0
Fax: 1-212-599-1540  

• What is office e-mail address?
It’s information@grenadacon-
sulate.org.

• What train should I take to get
to the consulate?
Take the number 4, 5, 6, 7, or
Metro North to Grand Central
Station. Exit 42nd Street and
Lexington Avenue, then travel two
blocks to Second Avenue and the

consul general is between 42nd
and 43rd streets.

• Where can I get passport
application forms?
Application forms are available at
the consulate or can be down-
loaded its website site.

• What documents do U.S. citi-
zens need to travel to Grenada?
A U.S. citizen requires a valid
passport or, in its absence, two
pieces of official photo identifica-
tion, a birth certificate, and a
return ticket.

• Where can I get tourist and
travel information on Grenada?
Booklets may be obtained from
the consulate. For additional
information, contact the Grenada
Tourist Office in Miami, Florida.

Æ



The eastern Caribbean
island of St. Lucia will
mark its 33rd year of

Independence on Feb. 22,
which will also be observed as
a national holiday.

St. Lucia was first inhabit-
ed by the Arawak Indians,
who were known to be of
South American origin and
were first described by the
Spanish as docile, but prehis-
toric people.

The Carib Indians, who
also lived on the island,
arrived from the northern
coast of South America. They
were fearsome and, not only
did they contribute to the
decline in population of the
Arawaks, but the invading
Europeans soon learned of
the Caribs ferocity in battle as
they attempted to colonize St.
Lucia.

Christopher Columbus
first arrived in St. Lucia in
1492 and, during the 17th cen-
tury, the French, British and

Dutch tried to establish them-
selves on the island for trading
purposes. The French were
the first Europeans to settle in
St. Lucia in 1643, but the
British later put claim to the
island in 1664 when they
defeated the French.

The French returned to
St. Lucia in 1666 to reclaim
the island, and thereafter,
because of its strategic loca-
tion. St. Lucia was traded
between the French and the
British 17 times. During the
final battle for St. Lucia in
1796, Castries, which is now
the capital city and is situated
in the north of St. Lucia, was
destroyed by fire. In 1814 St.
Lucia finally returned to the
British.

INDEPENDENCE
In the 20th century, while

St. Lucia self governed,
responsibility in the areas of
defense and foreign affairs
remained in the hands of the

British. St. Lucia gained
Independence from the
British in 1979, but has contin-
ued to recognize the queen of
England as the head of state.

The queen is represented
by the Govenor General,
Dame Pearlette Louisy, and
the island has remained part
of the British Commonwealth.
St. Lucia is a stable democra-
cy governed on the model of
the British Parliamentary sys-
tem.

The celebration of St
Lucia Independence begins
with religious services around
the island because of its pre-
dominantly Catholic popula-
tion, and is followed through-
out the day by cultural activi-
ties.

- Edited from information
obtained from the
Villageholiday – St. 
Lucia website.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
Organization of American
States (OAS) team of
observers for the Nov. 2011
general elections in St. Lucia
have recommended an update
of the voters’ list and
improved transparency of
campaign financing in its
report submitted here.

In the report to the OAS
Permanent Council, the mis-
sion recommended the St.
Lucian government “under-
take an update of the voters’
registry; establish immediately
a commission on electoral
boundaries to define, based
on the April 2011 census
results, a more equitable divi-
sion of constituencies; and
approve legislation on cam-
paign financing, specifically
rules to prohibit anonymous
and foreign contributions.

“There needs to be estab-
lished a mechanism or institu-
tion to control money coming
in and out of campaigns,
wider access to information
for citizens on the use of
funds, and requirements for
political parties to disclose
such information,” mission
leader Rosina Wiltshire said.

PARTICIPATION
She said there is need to

“seriously discuss the issue of
voter participation, given the

rate of participation, which
decreased from 2006; invite
voters to exercise their fran-
chise; facilitate the voting
process for handicapped vot-
ers with appropriate voting
facilities; and promote a seri-
ous discussion on the role of
women in politics, specifically
whether there is a need for a
quota system to give incen-
tives to female party activists.”

Wiltshire congratulated
the people of St. Lucia for
their participation and com-
mended efforts “to maintain
democracy in the country.”
She also thanked the govern-
ments of Bolivia, Chile, the
United States, and the United
Kingdom for the support they
provided the mission.

Michael Louis, St. Lucia’s
permanent representative to
the OAS, assured the council
that St. Lucian authorities will
examine the observer mis-
sion’s recommendations “and
see what appropriate steps can
be taken.”

He said that since St.
Lucia first obtained adult suf-
frage, its people “have always
exercised the right to choose a
government of their choice
through elections that are
peaceful free and fair.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

OAS wants campaign reform,
cleaner voters list in St. Lucia

St. Lucia marks 33rd Independence Feb. 22

CASTRIES, St. Lucia CMC -
The St. Lucia Hotel and
Tourism Association
(SLHTA) has announced new
air links to the neighboring
French department of
Martinique in an effort to
boost French tourist arrivals.

SLHTA President Karolin
Troubetzkoy said that in 
Dec. 2011 the French airline
CorsairFly entered a year-long
code share agreement with
Air Antilles to allow French
passengers to transit through
Fort de France to the George
FL Charles airport here. 

For the next year, three

flights – on Wednesdays,
Fridays and Sundays – will
bring up to 144 airline seats a
week from Orly Airport in
Paris to St. Lucia through Fort
de France, Troubetzkoy
announced.

In addition, the French
airline Air Caraibes has
increased services to four
flights for winter 2011-2012
from Orly to Castries, with a
transit arrangement in Fort
De France.

‘POTENTIAL’
“We here at SLHTA feel

that the French market holds

great potential for St. Lucia,
and that we should further
explore opportunities avail-
able through the Martinique
gateway,” said Troubetzkoy.

She hinted, however, at
shortcomings in marketing St.
Lucia in the French market
and urged the government’s
marketing agency, the St.
Lucia Tourist Board (SLTB)
to act.

A French-language online
presence would also help mar-
ket the island in French-
speaking Canada, she added.

Æ

New flights promise boost for
St. Lucia-France tourism links
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EYE ON ST. LUCIA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
A variety of events, ranging from
entertainment to sports, have
become fixtures on St. Lucia’s cal-
endar each year.

The following is a list of some
important upcoming events on the
island:

February
• Feb. 22 - Independence Day
Several gala events and parties are
held on Independence Day, with
calypso tents and competitions for
the “King” and “Queen titles.

March
Easter holidays (late March or early
April) are observed through church
services and parties.

May
• May 1 - Labor Day, a public holi-
day. Also observed during May are
African Liberation Day, Mother’s
Day, Whitsuntide Weekend. The St.
Lucia Jazz Festival is also staged
during this month.

June
Father’s Day falls in June, but St.
Lucia also celebrates The
Fisherman’s Feast, which begins
with a church service followed by
the blessing of boats and boat
sheds on the beach.

July
The Miss St. Lucia Hotel and

Tourist Association (SLHTA) Beauty
Pageant takes place in July. The
winner usually represents St. Lucia
at regional pageants.

August
The first Monday of August marks
Emancipation Day, which is the cel-
ebration of the end of slavery in the
Eastern Caribbean. It is celebrated
on the first Monday of the month.

October
Jounen Kweyol is organized each
year by the Folk Research Centre
and celebrated in different commu-
nities around the island. Also in
October, Entennasyonal
(International Creole Day) and the
Bill Fish Tournament. 

December
December in St. Lucia is a month-
long festival, which starts around
National Day celebrations and con-
tinues through Christmas events.
The focus on National Day is to
build pride in the country with vari-
ous activities, such as the Festival
of Lights. It also has a market festi-
val and festival of musical bands.

- Compiled from various
sources.

Æ



WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States Republican pres-
idential candidate Mitt
Romney has admitted he has
millions of dollars invested in
funds in a Caribbean island.

But Romney insisted he is
no tax dodger.

Romney and his wife have
poured at least $8 million into a
dozen funds listed on a Cayman
Islands registry, ABC News
reported last month. Other
securities records the network
examined show Romney has an
additional $5 million to $25 mil-
lion in the Caymans.

Romney’s offshore finances
were not apparent on the finan-
cial disclosure form he filed in

August that declared he made
$9.6 million in 2010 and the first
nine months of 2011, ABC
News reported.

While the investments are
still subject to U.S. tax rates, the
network quoted a tax lawyer
who said the offshore arrange-
ment allows one to skirt other
tax “traps” that an investor with
large amount of money in U.S.
accounts would face.

Romney’s campaign
spokeswoman Andrea Saul
called ABC News’ reporting
“flat wrong.”

Romney is believed to be
worth at least $250 million.

Æ

PEDRO J. GARCIA

Miami-Dade County
Property Appraiser
Pedro Garcia has

identified community educa-
tion and outreach as being
among the important tasks for
his office.

This column is intended
to provide property owners
and other residents an oppor-
tunity to ask questions and
hear from the property
appraiser.

QUESTION: The value of my
home, along with all the oth-
ers in my community, declined
substantially. However, the
property appraiser increased
my assessment and my taxes
went up. How can you
increase my assessment when
property values are going
down? 

ANSWER: In 1992 Florida
voters overwhelmingly
approved Constitutional
Amendment 10, which is gen-

erally known as the “Save Our
Homes” amendment. This
amendment passed out of con-
cern for rising property val-
ues, which resulted in higher
property taxes. The idea, as
some supporters of the
amendment put it, was to pre-
vent homeowners from being
taxed out of their homes.

The Save Our Homes
amendment created a second
value on properties with a
homestead exemption, called
the assessed value. Unlike the
market value, which must
show the full value of the
property as of each Jan. 1, the
assessed value only increases
by three percent or the con-
sumer price index (CPI),
whichever is lower.

Therefore, even as the
market value of a home
increased by whatever the
market dictated, the assessed
value increase could go up by
no more than three percent or
the CPI. Amendment 10
saved homeowners hundreds
and thousands of dollars in
taxes in those years when the
market was increasing by dou-
ble digits.

‘RECAPTURE RULE’
Market values have been

decreasing in the last few
years. However, the law
requires that properties, which
still have a Save Our Homes-
assessed value that is lower
than their market value, must
be increased by up to the
three percent.  

This is called the
Recapture Rule.

What does this mean in
taxes? Let’s use 2010 data as
an example. The CPI that
year was 2.7 percent. As such,
a property with homestead
exemption in unincorporated
Miami-Dade County, with an
assessed value of $100,000 in
2009, was increased for 2010
by 2.7 percent. This increased
the assessed value by $2,700,
resulting in the homeowner
paying $55.24 more in taxes
because of this Save Our
Homes increase.

CHANGE
For 2011 the CPI is 1.5

percent and unless the law is
changed, or the Recapture
Rule eliminated, any home-
steaded property with an
assessed value lower than the
market value, will be subject
to this 1.5 percent increase in
assessed value.

Over the last several ses-
sions, members of the Florida
Legislature have talked about
changing the law to eliminate
this Recapture Rule. There
are bills making their way
through the legislature which
do just that; stop assessed
value increases in declining
markets. I have given these
efforts my full support and I
encourage you to contact your
representative in Tallahassee
and make your opinion on this
matter known.

To ask the property
appraiser a question, write to:

Ask the Property
Appraiser

111 N.W. 1st St., Suite 710
Miami, Florida 22128

Miami-Dade County
Property Appraiser Pedro J.
Garcia answers questions
from property owners.

Æ

Presidential candidate invests
millions in the Cayman Islands

Lower property value, more taxes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
World Bank is urging the
Caribbean and other develop-
ing nations to start planning
for a major slowdown in glob-
al growth this year.

The Washington-based
financial institution, in a
report released last month,
lowered its growth forecasts
for high-income and low-
income countries, saying it
expected the world economy
to expand an aggregate 2.5
percent in 2012, down from
about 2.7 percent in 2011.

In its previous estimate,
last June, it forecast growth of
3.6 percent in 2012.

The bank also warned of
the continued threat of a glob-
al financial shock “similar in
magnitude to the Lehman cri-

sis”, because of the possibility
that a major European econo-
my could be shut out of the
global debt markets. In that
case, the bank estimated the
damage to the world’s eco-
nomic growth would rival the
recession of 2008 and 2009.

“The largest economy in
the world is weakening,” said
Justin Yifu Lin, the bank’s
chief economist, referring to
the European Union. “The
message for developing coun-
tries is to start preparing
now.”

U.S. WARNING
The report was issued as

forecasters warned of slower
growth in the United States.
Estimates of the nation’s
annual pace of growth

reached as high as four per-
cent in the final months of
2011.

But economists contend
the strength came in part from
temporary measures, includ-
ing wholesalers restocking
their inventories and con-
sumers saving less and spend-
ing more over the holidays.

Economists say they
expect many headwinds in
early 2012: rising oil prices as
the U.S. and European coun-
tries confront Iran; the risk of
a tax cut for American wage
earners expiring; a strong dol-
lar rendering American
exports less competitive; and
continued repercussions from
the sovereign debt crisis in
Europe.

Æ

World Bank warns Caribbean of slowing growth

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2012• 19

BUSINESS



President Barack Obama
has nominated Pamela
Ann White, a career

diplomat to be the United
States’ next ambassador to
Haiti.

White is a former Peace
Corps volunteer who once
served in Haiti as an executive
officer for the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

She has worked extensively

in Africa, serv-
ing as mission
director in
Liberia,
Tanzania and
Mali for the
U.S. Agency for
International
Development.

Æ

CITIZEN FAST TRACK
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools (M-DCPS) again has
been awarded a two-year,
$200,000 grant for the Fast
Track to Citizenship classes in
its Adult Education Centers
to provide assistance with the
naturalization application and
citizenship instruction for tar-
geted lawful permanent resi-
dents (LPR) of the United
States. 

The grant is part of 
the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services’
(USCIS) Fiscal Year (FY)
2011 Citizenship and
Integration Grant Program.

Fast Track to Citizenship
program will serve about 400
participants through the citi-
zenship education and the
naturalization application
preparation components. The
classes also will help LPRs
improve their English lan-
guage skills and knowledge of
U.S. history and government
as they prepare for citizen-
ship.

The classes will be
offered at seven schools
around the district:
• North Miami Adult Center,
13110 N.E. 8th Ave., 
Miami, 33161. 
Call 305-981-6774.
• Hialeah Adult Education
Center, 251 East 47th St.,
Hialeah, 33013. 
Call 305-822-1500.
• Hialeah-Miami Lakes Adult
Center, 7977 West 12th
Ave., Hialeah, 33014. 
Call 305-822-1500.
• Miami Jackson Adult
Center, 1751 N.W. 36th St.,
Miami, 33142. 
Call 305-634-2621.
• Ruben Dario Middle
School, 350 N.W. 97th Ave.,

Miami, 33172. 
Call 305-226-0179.
• Miami Coral Park Adult
Center, 8865 S.W. 16th St.,
Miami, 33165. 
Call 305-226-6565.
• Miami Sunset Adult Center,
13125 S.W. 72nd St., 
Miami, 33183. 
Call 305-385-4255.
To learn more about the Fast
Track to Citizenship program,
call 305-579-0340 or visit
http://adultesolprogram.dade
schools.net/.

For additional informa-
tion on the FY 2011
Citizenship and Integration
Grant Program, visit
http://www.uscis.gov/grants.

MDC OFFERS TAX HELP
Miami-Dade College’s

(MDC) will offer free income
tax preparation assistance to
low-income residents of South
Florida beginning next month.

Tax preparation, done
through MDC’s Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
Program (VITA), will be
available in English and
Spanish.

The VITA program is
administered and staffed by
faculty and MDC business
students who volunteer their
time to help the public in
preparing their tax forms.
Students are trained before-
hand and must pass an
Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) examination of basic
rules, regulations, and tax
preparation skills before they
assist taxpayers. Divided into
three groups, their functions
are administrative, tax return
preparation and quality
review.

The VITA program was
started decades ago by the
IRS in an attempt to help
those who need specialized
attention in preparing tax
forms. All MDC VITA sites
have the ability to file elec-
tronically.

“MDC faculty supervises
each tax assistance site to
make sure tax returns are
accurate and properly filed
with the Internal Revenue
Service,” said Dr. Ana M.
Cruz, department chairperson
of MDC’s School of Business.

Federal income tax
returns must be in the mail
and postmarked no later than
April 17, 2012.

Persons interested in hav-
ing their taxes done through
the MDC VITA program
must bring the following doc-
uments to the center with
them:
• Social security card and the
social security cards of any
dependents to be claimed.
• Photo identification.
• W-2 earnings statement.
• 1099 MISC (for self-
employed individuals only).
• 1099 INT (interest income).
• Any documents pertaining
to expenses to be claimed

(receipts, etc.).
Participants can call one

of the following numbers to
find out the location closest to
them and times the service is
available: 305-237-1199, 305-
237-1519, 305-237-5143, 305-
237-6484, 305-237-2375, 305-
237-1199, or 305-237-3151.

NEW USAID DIRECTOR
The United States 

Agency for International
Development (USAID)
recently appointed career 
senior foreign service officer
Denise A. Herbol director 
of its Jamaica mission.

USAID said that she 
will leave her post as senior
deputy mission director for
USAID’s mission in Pakistan,
where she has been since
Sept. 2010.

In Jamaica, she will over-
see programs that “impact
economic growth, education,
democracy and anti-corrup-
tion,” USAID said.

It said these programs
include USAID’s component
of the Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative, “which
helps Jamaica and other
Caribbean countries empower
at-risk youth, stimulate eco-
nomic development, improve
education and skills develop-
ment, and fight corruption.”

After joining USAID in
1987, Herbol worked in
agency missions in Lebanon,
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, India, Colombia,
Ghana, Belize, Albania,
Uganda and Ukraine.

TRACKING 
HURRICANES

As Miami-Dade County
tracks hurricanes this season,
and on the 19th anniversary
of Hurricane Andrew in the
area, a new tool is being made
available to residents to get a
more realistic picture of the
threat of storm surge.

The new Storm Surge
Simulator combines historical
data and modern day technol-
ogy to allow residents to see
what storm surge can mean to
them and their property. With
the simulator, residents type
in their address, pick the
intensity of the hurricane
(Category 1-5), select the
image of a person or home,
and let simulator do the rest.
For those living in Evacuation
Zones, the simulator is a
reminder of the potential
impact of storm surge.

More than a half a million
people live in one of Miami-
Dade County’s three
Hurricane Evacuation Zones
and storm surge remains the
greatest threat to life and
property.  It is the primary
reason why evacuations are
ordered.

To try out the simulator,
visit to www.miamidade.gov.

Æ

Obama nominates U.S. next
U.S. ambassador to Haiti

Irwine G. Clare, Sr. hasbeen elected a member of
the Jamaican Diaspora

United States North East
Advisory Board. He replaces
Patrick
Beckford, who
will remain as
N.E. board
chairman until
the regional
conference
scheduled for
later this year.

Clare took
office on Jan
24 at the first
Advisory Board Meeting since
Conference 2011. He is the
first N.E. Advisory Board
member elected in the U.S.

As a board member, Clare
will serve as the voice of the
N.E. diaspora community and
its newly created 501© (3)
organization, U.S. NE Jam
Diaspora Organization.

As head of the Caribbean
Immigrant Services (CIS)
since 1995, Clare has served in
advocacy, policymaking, pub-
lic service and media. He was
the senior partnership special-
ist and team leader for
Brooklyn and the Caribbean
community for the 2010
Census. He has served as
president of the Jamaica
Progressive League; vice 
president of the National
Association of Jamaican and
Supportive Organizations
(NAJASO); and board mem-
ber of the Union of Jamaican
Alumni Associations (UJAA).

He has been a member of
the Association of Caribbean
Elected Officials and
Community Leaders, the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and several
immigration policy groups.

Æ

Clare elected to Jamaican
diaspora board in U.S.
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IR. DELANO 
RICHARDSON

PHILLIPSBURGH, St.
Maarten - Based on the
‘Royal Caribbean‘s Caribbean
Waterfront Projects & Latin
America Ports’ report of July
2009, the force of Royal
Caribbean Cruises Caribbean
impact is being felt in Roatan,
Honduras; Falmouth, Jamaica;
St. Johns Port, Antigua; Port
Castries, St. Lucia; and in sev-
eral others either through sub-
sidies, grants or partnership
agreements.

Today the Caribbean 
is being given “Gates Of
Paradise”, shaped by the mas-
ters of the cruise industry.

Imagine a Caribbean that
lives up to the promise of a
better tomorrow. Imagine a
Caribbean home to some of
the world’s most amazing
ports, the most amazing
retreat receptions, the most
amazing entrepreneurial
exchanges, and finally home
to the world’s most amazing
stories of unity, education, and
bilateral agreements that
make the movement of people
and goods in the Caribbean
cost next to nothing. One peo-
ple undivided in the
Caribbean Sea!

Which Caribbean port can
handle the most cruise liners
at one time? Is that the objec-
tive? Which Caribbean port is
innovating and incorporating
its port facilities to subsidize
national growth? Is that the
objective? What is the objec-
tive?

RUSH
Every nation port or rele-

vant place in the Caribbean
that can be reached by water
is being approached and or
are being proactive in the rush
to become one of the “Gates
Of Paradise”. There are at
least 28 island nations in the
Caribbean and more than

7,000 individual islands in the
Caribbean Sea and there are
an estimated 28 million people
living in the Caribbean today.

The Caribbean nations
are clearly looking for their
own narrative in a cruise
industry that reaches back to
1835. What is the Caribbean
portrait that is being shaped
by the many international and
local investor forces?

Looking at the massive
investment stretch that the
government of Trinidad and
Tobago is investing in The
Port of Spain International
Waterfront Centre; this is a
construction project aimed at
revitalizing and transforming
the waterfront of the capital-
city Port of Spain location.
Consider the investment 
capital that Island Global
Yachting is putting in to devel-
op the marina at a private
investment of $113.6 million; a
project to include 67,000
square feet of commercial
space. The Puerto Rico Ports
Authority (PRPA) has signed
a memorandum of under-
standing with Island Global
Yachting (IGY) toward the
development and operation of
the San Juan Waterfront proj-
ect. And finally St. Maarten is
investing in a “Dutch Village”.

The project is said to be
the “newest and most exciting
development in St. Maarten’s
cruise industry.” It will be con-
structed on 14,000 square
meters and include cobble
stone streets, water gates and
bridges and an authentic
windmill.

Who is there that will say
that the world will not be
invited to enter the Caribbean
“Gates Of Paradise”?

- Edited from News
Americas. The writer is an
architectural engineer, inven-
tor and St. Maarten-born
futurist.

Æ

MIAMI, Florida - The world’s
largest cruise line, Carnival
Cruise line, said here late last
month that an American pas-
senger died in The Bahamas
after he fell from an upper
deck on board the ship
Carnival Fantasy.

The cruise line said the
26-year-old Charleston, South
Carolina man “fell from one
of the upper levels of the
ship’s atrium to the lobby
level, while Carnival Fantasy

was docked in Nassau, the
Bahamian capital”.

Carnival Cruise line said
it extended its “heartfelt con-
dolences to the guest’s family
and loved ones.”

The cruise line said it was
assisting Bahamian police in
the investigation.

The Carnival Fantasy was
on a five-day trip from
Charleston to The Bahamas.

Æ

Air Jamaica
will no
longer offer

service to Miami
International
Airport (MIA) in
the United States,
according to a
recent media report.

The Gleaner
newspaper in
Jamaica late last
month reported that
Air Jamaica, which
resumed flights to
the South Florida
gateway in December after a
three-year absence, has decid-
ed to again pull out of Miami,
effective Jan. 31.

The airline, according to
the report, was struggling to
secure enough bookings from
Jamaica’s Norman Manley

International Airport
(NMIA) to MIA.
Caribbean Airlines is Air
Jamaica’s parent compa-
ny.
Air Jamaica resumed its
service between NMIA
and MIA on Dec. 9 with
four weekly flights. It
hoped to provide daily
flights by this month.
Air Jamaica has

already cut U.S. routes
like Atlanta, Los
Angeles, Chicago and
Baltimore. It still serves

Orlando, Fort Lauderdale,
New York and Philadelphia in
the U.S.

Æ

Cruise industry masters shape
Caribbean as ‘Gates of Paradise’

American dies in cruise
ship fall in The Bahamas

Air Jamaica cuts Miami service again~report

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  FEBRUARY 2012• 21

TOURISM/TRAVEL



HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
– Bermudian southpaw Teresa
Perozzi is set to defend her
women’s World Boxing

Association (WBA) mid-
dleweight crown against
American April Ward here on
Mar. 10, organizers have
announced.

Perozzi, a 38-year-old
mother of one, landed the title
in Trinidad in December when
she beat American Lorissa
Rivas on a split decision at the
Woodbrook Youth Academy.

Negotiations over a
potential rematch between the

two female boxers fell through
after Rivas’s camp declined an
offer to square off again with
Perozzi.

The Mar. 10 fight will be
held at the Berkeley Institute
gymnasium. The bout will
consist of 10 two-minute
rounds.

Perozzi’s professional
record currently stands at
eight wins, four losses and a
draw, compared to Ward’s
eight wins and four losses with
seven knockouts.

FORMIDABLE
“April will be a formida-

ble opponent,” a spokesman
for the organizers said last
month. “We look forward to a
great event.” 

“I don’t know much
about April whether she is an
orthodox fighter or not,” said
Perozzi. “I just know that I
will be prepared and ready
when the time comes to fight
her.”

Under existing WBA
rules, Perozzi has to defend
her title every six months.

Æ

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – Denesh Ramdin said
winning the Caribbean
Twenty20 tournament last
month was a testimony to the
strength and the depth of the
Trinidad and Tobago side.

The T&T captain was
speaking after explosive bat-
ting, led by Dwayne Bravo
and Kieron Pollard, followed
by crippling bowling, coasted
the “Red Fury” to its second
straight CT20 title with a
crushing 63-run victory over
Jamaica in the grand final
here at Kensington Oval.

Ramdin conceded that
losing the first match of the
tournament against Windward
Islands was the reality check
his side required to get
focused on the job.

“We have a great bunch
of players in this team and a
superb support staff and that
is what did it for us,” said
Ramdin.

It was the second time
T&T defeated Jamaica in a
regional T20 final and
avenged its loss in the regional

Super50 final last October in
Guyana, preventing Jamaica
from becoming triple-crown
champion.

The biggest prize for
T&T, however, is a third trip
to the lucrative Champions
League T20 later this year in
India, where it will face the
world’s best T20 teams.

Æ

Cuba, Haiti and Jamaica
will represent the
Caribbean in the final

round of qualifiers for a place
in soccer’s Under-20 World
Cup for women.

Haiti and Jamaica are
drawn in CONCACAF’s
Group A, where they will also
face Canada and Mexico in
games scheduled for Mar. 1, 3
and 5 at the Estadio Rommel

Fernandez in Panama City,
Panama. Group B, playing at
the same venue, features
Panama, the United States,
Guatemala and Cuba, which
will play on Mar. 2, 4 and 6.

The top two teams from
each CONCACAF group will
advance to the semi-final
round. The winner of each
semi-final, set for Mar. 9, will
earn an automatic berth in the

World Cup, tentatively sched-
uled for Japan later this year.

The CONCACAF final 
is set for Mar. 11, the same
date the third place team, to
be decided from a play-off
between the two losing semi-
finalists, will be known. That
team will also advance to the
World Cup.

Æ

NEW YORK – Asafa Powell
edged out fellow Jamaican
Nesta Carter to win the 50
meters dash on a night when
Veronica Campbell-Brown
and Trinidadian Renny Quow
also shone at the U.S. Open
Track and Field meet here at
Madison Square Garden late
last month.

Competing indoors for
the first time in eight years,
the 29-year-old Powell was
clocked at 5.64 seconds, while
Carter was just behind in 5.67.

Despite a slight mistake
at the start, Powell led from
start to finish to claim the
marquee event in the meet
that was the first in the 2012
IAAF Indoor Permit Series.

“I had a slip in the blocks
but as soon as I got out, the
race was over,” said Powell.

This year will be crucial
for Powell as he seeks his first
ever individual Olympic
Games gold medal in the 100
meters in London.

Twenty-one year-old
Jamaican Kimmari Roach fin-
ished fifth in 5.74, while
Antiguan Daniel Bailey was
last in 5.75.

VICTORY
Campbell-Brown, the

reigning Olympic and World
200 meters champion, joined
Powell in winners’ row as she
streaked to victory over her
field in the women’s equiva-
lent. The Jamaican touched
the tape in 6.08 seconds, beat-
ing American Jessica Young
(6.20) into second.

“This is a step in the right
direction,” Campbell-Brown
said. “Now I have to get back
to training. Hopefully this is a

preview of what is to come.” 
The British Virgin

Islands’ Tahesia Harrigan, the
2010 Central American and
Caribbean Games 100 meters
champion, was fourth in 6.25.

Quow, meanwhile, also
picked up a morale boosting
win, impressively claiming the
600-yard run in a time of one
minute, 11.20 seconds. A

bronze medalist at the 2009
World Championships in
Athletics three years ago,
Quow produced a late surge
with half a lap left in the trip
to beat American Bershawn
Jackson (1:11.31) into second,
with Tabarie Henry of BVI
finishing third in 1:11.75.

Æ

Bermudian Perozzi to defend
world boxing title in March

T&T wins regional 20/20 cricket crown

Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica close in on spots
in U-20 women’s World Cup soccer

Caribbean track stars shine at U.S. Open meet
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noW AvAilAblE
Fire in babylon

WESt inDiES CriCkEt
(1970's - 1980's)

Call 24 Hours
1-800-529-3500

www.cricketvideo.com

Ramdin displays winner’s trophy.

Perozzi

Trinidad and Tobago’s Renny Quow, left, gets to the tape before Bershawn Jackson of
the United States. 
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MISCELLANEOUS

Are you Suffering from Diabetes? Earn up to
$500 by participating in a research study. Call

Now to see if you Qualify 877-372-2805.

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo! SAVE when
you bundle Internet+Phone+TV and get up to

$300 BACK! (select plans). Limited Time 
Call NOW! 877-265-1754

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!! Get the
Most Cash, up to $27 per box! Shipping Paid!

Must be Sealed & Unexpired. 
Call Tony 813-528-1480 

tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DIRECTV Holiday Special! Pkgs Start:
$29.99/mo+Qualifying pkgs: FREE HBO |

Showtime | Starz | Cinemax for 3mos, FREE
HD & FREE HD DVR/3 HD Receiver upgrades!

Ends 2/8/12, Terms apply 
1-888-420-9466

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month PLUS
30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3
Months! SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY

Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * Get a 4-
Room All-Digital Satellite system installed for

Free and programming
starting at $19.99/mo. Free HD/DVR upgrade

for new callers, Call Now. 1-800-795-7279

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone.
Packages start at $89.99/mo (for 12 months.)
Options from ALL major service providers. Call

Acceller today to learn more! 
CALL 1-888-903-2647

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with
Warranty, 3 Pumps, LED lighting, Ozone

Deluxe Cover, maintenance
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice

$8995. Can deliver. 727-851-3217

WANTED YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS.
Unexpired. We buy Any Kind/Brand. Pay up to

$22.00 per box. Shipping Paid. Hablamos
Espanol. Call 1-800-267-9895
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com 

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

A CHILDLESS, YOUNG, SUCCESSFUL
WOMAN SEEKS TO ADOPT. Will provide 

loving home. Large extended family. Excellent
support. Financial security. Expenses paid.

Jessica or Adam 1-800-790-5260.
(FL.Bar#0150789)

Abortion Not an Option? Consider Adoption. It’s
a Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned

Pregnancy. Living/Medical Expenses Paid.

Loving, Financially Secure Families Await. 
1-877-341-1309 Atty Ellen

Kaplan (#0875228)

ADOPTION Give your baby a loving,
financially secure family. Living

expenses paid. Call Attorney
Charlotte Danciu 28 years experi-

ence. 1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION GIVE YOUR BABY THE
BEST IN LIFE! Many Kind, Loving,

Educated & Financially Secure
Couples Waiting. Living & Medical

Expenses Paid. Counseling &
Transportation Provided. Former

Birth Moms on Staff! 
FLORIDAADOPTION LAW GROUP,
P.A. Attorneys who truly care about
you. Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.
Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. Over
30 Combined Years of Adoption

Experience. 1-800-852-0041
Confidential 24/7 (#133050&249025) 

ADOPTION 866-633-0397 Unplanned
Pregnancy? Provide your baby with
a loving, financially secure family.
Living/Medical/Counseling expens-
es paid. Social worker on staff. Call

compassionate attorney Lauren
Feingold (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7
(Place Under Special Notices, 
Adoption, or Attorney-Legal -

ADOPTION 888-812-3678 All
Expenses Paid. Choose a Loving,
Financially Secure family for your

child 24 Hrs 7 Days Caring &
Confidential. Attorney Amy

Hickman. (Lic. #832340)

Any laptop repaired just $79. Macs too. REAL-
LY! FREE Fedex shipping! $69 extra for screen
or motherboard replacement. CALL Authorized

Laptop Repair Specialists 888-485-3858

ARE YOU PREGNANT? A Childless Married
Couple Seeks to Adopt! Large Extended

Family. Financial Security. Expenses Paid.
Theresa and Steve 1-877-801-7256 

(FL Bar # 0150789)

*DIVORCE* BANKRUPTCY Starting at $65 *1
Signature Divorce *Missing Spouse Divorce

“We Come to you!” 1-888-705-7221 Since1992

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions. 866-413-6298. License

#100013125

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS.
You WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Contact Disability

Group, Inc. Today! BBB Accredited. Call For
Your FREE Book & Consultation. 888-903-1353

SURROGATE MOM Needed to 
carry our Baby. **Generous

Compensation Paid** Charlotte H.
Danciu 1-800-395-5449 www.adop-

tion-surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if qualified – Housing

available. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS
Graduate in 14 Months. FAAApproved; financial

aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call National Aviation Academy Today! 

1-800-659-2080 or NAA.edu 

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE ONLINE. *Medical,
*Business, *Criminal Justice. Job placement

assistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified. 

Call 888-203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.com

FOR SALE

GIGANTIC MIRRORS Jobsite Leftovers, Brand
New, Perfect Condition, 48”x100” (7), $115

each; 60”x100” (8) $140 each; 72”x100” (11),
$165 each. Free delivery. 1-800-473-0619.

2-POLARIS 4-WHEELERS 2002 Trailboss 355,
$1700. 2003 Blazer 250 $1600. Both excellent

condition, low miles, senior unable to ride.
Enclosed Trailer, like new, 8’x10’ $3000. 

727-541-2173

HELPWANTED

ASSEMBLE JEWELRY & MAGNETS from
Home! Year-Round Work! Excellent Pay! No
Experience! Top US Company! Glue Gun,

Painting, Jewelry, More! Call 1-860-482-3955

AVON-Earn Extra $$$ Sales Reps Needed. All
Areas-Immediate! Sell from home/work/online.
For Information Call: 1-800-796-2622 or e-mail

Avondetails@aol.com (ISR)

Earn up to $150 per day. Retail Research
Associates needed to judge retail & dining

establishments. Experience not required. Call
Now 1-888-879-0084 

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! Earn $12 - $48 per
hour / No Experience Full Benefits / Paid

Training 1-866-477-4953 Ext. 110 Now Hiring!!

NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. Info.

1-985-646-1700 DEPT. FL-820

WANTED: Process Mail From Home! Pay
Weekly! Free Supplies! Bonuses! Genuine
Opportunity! Helping Homeworkers for 20

years! Call 1-888-302-1512. 
www.howtowork-fromhome.com

REAL ESTATE

Available Now 2-4 Bedroom Homes. Take Over
Payments. No Money Down. No Credit check!

Call Now 1-888-270-0372

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -MIAMI, FL- Kendall
Crossings Warehouse Center, Unit A-1, 12201

SW 131st Ave. Open House 2/16/12, 12-
4:30pm. Auction, 2/17/12, 10am. Sharon

Sullivan 954-740-2421
www.irsauctions.gov

OWNER FINANCE N. FLORIDA LAND
Beautiful area near springs and rivers, 5 - 10

acre tracts, No Credit Check, Easy Terms! Call
for Free Color Brochure, 

Shirley 800-545-3501 386-466-2254

THEY NEED TO GO! Florida Land Sale ends
2/6/12! Make an offer on these properties now!
Free list contact: Rose Land & Finance Corp.

866-937-3557 amassie@fnba.com

100 ACRE TEXAS LAND SALE- 70%
Discount!! $0/Down, $195/month. Was

$64,500. NOW $19,500!!
No Credit Checks. Owner Financing. Money

Back Guarantee. Great Mountain Views. 
FREE color brochure.

1-877-284-2072

HEALTH/MEDICAL

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a
Free Talking Meter and diabetic testing supplies

at No Cost, plus Free home delivery! Best of
all, this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!

Call 888-377-3536

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe
and affordable medications. Our licensed

Canadian mail order pharmacy will provide you
with savings of up to 90 percent on all your

medication needs. Call Today 888-372-6740 for
$25.00 off your first prescription and free ship-

ping. Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada are
Dispensed by: Health One Pharmacy. License

Number: 21791

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.

Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! AnyMake/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638

DONATE YOUR CAR for Cash on the Spot &
IRS Tax Deduction. Free $3,000 Grocery

Shopping Coupons.
Free Towing. All Cars Accepted. 1-855-WE-

CURE-KIDS / 1-855-932-8735
www.CarsCureKids.ORG

CASH FOR CARS!

We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van! Running or
Not. Get a FREE Top Dollar INSTANT Offer

NOW! 
1-800-558-1097 We're Local!

LAWSUIT CASH
Auto Accident? All cases Qualify Get CASH

before your case settles! Fast Approval.
Low Fees. 

(866) 709-1100 or www.glofin.com

SAVE $500.00. Take VIAGRA?
100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40 Pills+

4/FREE for only $99. #1 Male
Enhancement, discreet Shipping.
Only $2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now! 

1-888 800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



Ingredients
• 4 medium diced onions
• 1 large clove garlic
• 1 large green pepper,
chopped
• 1 tablespoon parsley, ripped
• A few drops Tabasco sauce
• 2 tbs. ketchup
• 1/4 cup pimento olives,
sliced
• 1 tablespoon capers
• 1/4 cup raisins
• 2 tbs. Piccalilli pickle
• 3 egg yolks
• salt and pepper to season
• 1 large gouda or edam
cheese shell, with the major-
ity of the cheese scooped
out and the wax removed
(soak the shell in hot water
and the wax should peel
away)
• 1 pound minced beef or
cooked chicken meat.
• 1 tablespoon salted butter
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 3 large tomatoes, peeled and
diced (pour boiling water
over the tomatoes and leave
them to stand for one
minute. When the skins
split, they will be easy to
remove)

Method
Sautée the onions and gar-

lic in the oil and butter over a
low heat until the onions
become translucent. Do not

allow the garlic to burn.
Add the meat and allow

to brown. Add the pepper,
tomato, parsley and Tabasco,
season to taste.

Add and stir in well the
ketchup, pimento olives,
capers, raisins and Piccalilli
and allow to cook over a low
heat until the tomatoes have
reduced (about 20 minutes).

Stir in the egg yolks,
reserving about six table-
spoons. Allow mixture to cool
and preheat oven to 350°.

Generously butter the
bottom of a heat-proof casse-
role and place the cheese shell
in. Spoon in three tablespoons
of the egg yolk and then add
the meat mixture.

Cover the top of the
whole cheese with the original
top or a few slices of cheese,
brushing over the remaining
egg yolks to seal.

Set the casserole in a pan
of hot water and allow to bake
in the oven for one and a
quarter hours.

Note: When serving do not
allow the cheese to cool as the
rind will become hard and
unappetizing again.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Caribbean
cooking is
unique.

The ingredients,
fresh from the
farm or the sea,
brings out its live-
ly, sumptuous
taste.

But those
same ingredients
can cross cultural
borders as well.

So this month
Caribbean Today
presents a recipe
of sweet and sour
chicken with
coconut ginger
rice and Oriental
salad on the side
courtesy of Publix
Apron recipes.
Take a bite out of
this delight.

Ingredients
• 1 1/2 cups water
• 1 (8-ounce) can pineapple
chunks in juice (drained)
• 1 (7-ounce) box coconut 
ginger rice
• 1 tablespoon sesame oil
• 4 cups frozen popcorn 
chicken bites
• 1 (16-ounce) bag frozen
broccoli stir-fry
• 1 (16-ounce) jar sweet 
and sour dinner sauce
• 2 tablespoons honey

Method
Place water in medium
saucepan. Cover and bring to
boil on high heat for rice.

Stir rice and seasoning
packet (from rice) into boiling
water. Reduce heat to low,
cover and simmer 20 minutes.

Preheat wok on high for 2
minutes.

Place sesame oil in wok
and swirl to coat.

Add chicken and cook
three minutes, stirring fre-
quently to prevent burning.

Add pineapple and
broccoli stir-fry. Stir,
cover and reduce heat
to medium-high. Cook
seven minutes, stirring
occasionally.
Add sweet and sour
sauce and honey. Stir,
cover and reduce heat
to low. Simmer eight
minutes.
Remove rice from
heat and let stand four
minutes. Serve chicken
and vegetables over
rice.

Oriental salad

Ingredients
• 1 cup cherry tomatoes
• 1 yellow squash
• 6 cups romaine let-
tuce leaves

• 1/4 cup Oriental salad 
dressing

Method
Wash tomatoes, squash and
lettuce. Tear lettuce into bite-
size pieces and place in salad
bowl.

Slice tomatoes in half and
squash into half-inch cubes.
Add to lettuce.

Add dressing, toss and
serve.

Æ

Whip up Aruba cheese whiz Sweet and sour chicken with coconut ginger rice, salad
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We’ve done the math for you.
We’ve made sure shopping at Publix can be as economical as it is pleasant. 

We put hundreds of items on sale every week. Our easy-to-spot shelf signs 

point out the deals and your register receipt will tally up your savings for 

you. Go to publix.com/save right now to make plans to save this week.

to save here.

Sweet and sour chicken and rice


