sepTember 2011

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MIAMI, FL
PERMIT NO. 7315

®

W e

c o v e r
THE

y o u r

M U LT I

w o r l d

AWA R D - W I N N I N G

Vol. 22 No. 10

NEWS

Tel: (305) 238-2868
1-800-605-7516
editor@caribbeantoday.com
ct_ads@bellsouth.net
Jamaica: 655-1479

MAGAZINE

A lawyer for
Jamaican drug
kingpin
Christopher
“Dudus” Coke
said that his
client pleaded
guilty to drugs
and gun running charges after
striking a deal with United
States prosecutors, page 2.

After decades of constant bad
news about deportation of
illegal Caribbean immigrants,
United States legislators like
Yvette Clarke and Jumaane
Williams have embraced the
announcement to suspend
deportation proceedings
against illegal, law-abiding
immigrants, page 7.

Some of the most successful
business-women in the United
States are from a strong
Caribbean background. This
month, Caribbean Today
focuses on some of these
women in a special feature
starting on page 17.

~ Caribbean stars once again
shone brightly on the biggest
stage, hauling in a bag-full of
medals, including five gold,
at the 2011 IAAF World
Championships in Athletics,
page 13.
Usain Bolt

Veronica
Campbell-Brown

Yohan Blake

Kirani James

INSIDE
News ............................................................2
Feature .........................................................7
Viewpoint ....................................................9
Health.........................................................11

Sport ...........................................................12
Arts/Entertainment...................................14
Education/Youth .......................................16
Successful Women In Business ...........17

Tourism/Environment ..............................22
Classified...................................................23

Call Caribbean Today direCT from JamaiCa 655-1479

2 • CARIBBEAN TODAY • SEPTEMBER 2011

NEWS

‘DUDUS’ GUILTY: Lawyer reveals details of Jamaican drug kingpin’s plea
NEW YORK – A lawyer for
Jamaican drug kingpin
Christopher “Dudus” Coke
said that his client pleaded
guilty to drugs and gun running charges after striking a
deal with prosecutors.
Stephen H. Rosen told
reporters here that the plea
deal came together late last
month after prosecutors told
Coke’s lawyers that various
confidential informers were
prepared to testify that Coke
had been involved in five murders.
Rosen said one witness

“I’m pleading guilty
because I am” – Coke
was prepared to testify that
Coke “used a chain saw to kill
someone who had stolen
drugs from him.”
Coke’s arrest last summer
came after a month-long manhunt that left scores dead in

Kingston, the Jamaican capital. He pleaded guilty on Aug.
31 to racketeering conspiracy
charges in a United States
Federal District Court in
Manhattan.
The guilty plea emerged
during an hour of quiet dialogue between Coke and a
federal judge, Rosen said.
Coke, 42, pleaded guilty
to trafficking large quantities
of marijuana and cocaine, as
well as approving the stabbing
of a marijuana dealer in New
York. He faces a maximum
sentence of 23 years in prison.
Under the original indictment, Coke could have faced
a life sentence if convicted.
NO CO-OPERATION
The plea deal does not
require him to cooperate or to
testify on behalf of the government in any proceeding.
“I’m pleading guilty
because I am,” he told Judge
Robert P. Patterson Jr.

decade, Coke
had controlled
an international drug
ring from his
stronghold of
Tivoli
Gardens in
Kingston. His
organization
often transported
cocaine to
Miami and
New York,
prosecutors
said.
A portion of
the profits,
Coke, who was extradited to the U.S. from Jamaica, pleads guilty. they said,
went to buy
In seeking Coke’s extradiguns in the U.S., which were
tion, Preet Bharara, the
shipped back to Coke, who
U.S. attorney in Manhattan,
reportedly wielded considercharged that, for more than a
able political influence in

Jamaica. His organization was
so well armed that it “rendered the Tivoli Gardens area
virtually off-limits to the local
police,” prosecutors wrote in a
court filing.
Coke’s lawyers described
him as a well-spoken man who
had never cursed in their presence. They said he had
approached his new life in
federal custody, where he is
held under unusually restrictive conditions, with stoicism.
“He’s never been in bad
spirits,” said another of his
lawyers, Frank A. Doddato.
“Let’s just say he’s one of the
last tough guys.”
VAGUE
In giving a statement of
his guilt, Coke remained
vague as to the specific crimes
(Continued on page 4)

U.S. names new commander at Guantánamo Bay
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States military has
appointed a Navy aviator who
lost classmates in the 9/11
attacks as the 11th commander of its Guantánamo Bay
detention center in Cuba.
The Pentagon said here
last month that Rear Admiral
David B. Woods, a Utah
native in his 50s, has taken
command at the sprawling
prison camps. He also runs an
intelligence unit and is responsible for “Camp Justice”, the
war court compound built
atop an abandoned airfield
during the George W. Bush
administration to put the
accused Sept. 11, 2001, conspirators and other alleged
war criminals on trial.
The Pentagon revealed
plans to change management,
a regular rotation, last month.
But neither its satellite
Southern Command in Miami
nor the operation itself disclosed that the actual
switchover had taken place
until Aug. 27.
Woods is the third admiral to run the operation since

current U.S. President Barack
Obama ordered its closure by
Jan. 22 last year, a deadline
the military missed, after the

Holder

U.S. Congress blocked funding for transfers and put other
hurdles in the administration’s
way.
CHANGE OF PLANS
As a result, Attorney
General Eric Holder, of
Barbadian roots, decided to
have a military jury judge five
former CIA captives charged
in the Sept.11, 2001 mass murder in New York and the

Pentagon. Holder had earlier
ordered the men face a civilian trial in Manhattan, New
York, but reversed course
after resistance by Congress
and some New York politicians.
The military commission
could start later this year at
“Camp Justice”.
Woods said “upcoming
events will be challenging,” stating that detention center operations will be “on center stage
for the entire world to see.”
Jeffrey Harbeson, the
departing admiral, credited
the Office of former Secretary
of Defense Robert Gates as
being particularly helpful in
running an operation that has
about 170 captives - just four
of them convicts - and about
1,000 guards, as well as intelligence gathering and public
relations divisions.
“The phrase ‘detention
operations’ is very deceptive,”
he said. “It sounds so simple,
yet it belies the complexities
inherent in this mission.”

Æ
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Haiti cops free American
kidnapped for ransom
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC – Police confirmed that
they had freed a United States
citizen who had been kidnapped late last month from
his home after they surrounded the place where he was
being held.
Police said that Frank
Jean-Baptiste was rescued by
a special police squad at a
house south of the capital.
Francois Dossous, head of
Haiti’s anti-kidnapping unit,
said the kidnappers fled the
area before the police had
arrived and that Jean-Baptiste
was found unharmed and
taken into custody to ensure
his safety.
The police said that the
$300,000 ransom had not been
paid.

Jean-Baptiste, who is married to the director of a private school for the children
of diplomats and wealthy
Haitians, was seized last
month at his home by men
posing as employees of a
package delivery service.
The abduction occurred
the same week that well-known
notary Gilbert Giordani was
kidnapped and his body found
on a street in the Haitian capital.
The U.S. Embassy has
warned Americans working in
Haiti to remain alert and provided tips on what to do if
kidnapped.

Æ

Jamaican Ponzi schemer gets 30 years in U.S. prison
ORLANDO, Florida – A
United States federal district
court judge has sentenced
Jamaican-born Ponzi schemer
David Smith to 30 years in jail
after he pleaded guilty of bilking thousands of investors in
Florida and the Caribbean out
of $220 million.
Justice Mary Scriven, in
the U.S. District Court in the
Middle District of Florida, last
month imposed the sentence
on Smith, the former chief
executive officer of a failed
investment scheme. Smith was
accused of defrauding over
6,000 investors in Jamaica,
Turks and Caicos Islands and
in the U.S.
Federal prosecutors said
on Mar. 29 that Smith had
pleaded guilty to 23 counts of
wire fraud, conspiracy to commit money laundering and
money laundering in a plea
agreement, filed in federal district court here. Prosecutors
said Smith, who masterminded the scheme though an
investment group called Olint,

had also agreed to forfeit $128
million immediately. He must
also forfeit a $730,000 house
he purchased in 2006 for his
sister and brother-in-law and
an undisclosed amount of

Smith

gemstones and jewelry.
Under the plea agreement, his wife will not be
charged in the case, prosecutors said.
‘PAY OFF’
According to the plea
agreement, Smith used
investors’ money to “pay off
redemption requests from

other investors and funneled
money into his personal bank
account to buy a $2 million
home in Turks and Caicos
Islands, make a down payment on a Lear jet and sponsor a jazz festival in Jamaica.”
Last September, Smith
pleaded guilty to two counts
of money laundering and two
counts of conspiracy to
defraud in the Turks and
Caicos Islands and was sentenced to six and a half years
in jail.
Federal prosecutors here
said he will serve both sentences concurrently.
Smith will serve the rest
of his six and a half year
prison sentence in the Turks
and Caicos Islands and then
serve the 30 years in a U.S.
prison.
Justice Scriven ordered
that Smith pay $55 million in
restitution.

Æ

‘DUDUS’ GUILTY: Lawyer reveals details of Jamaican drug kingpin’s plea
(Continued from page 2)

he had committed. He said
that “a person gave someone
narcotics on my behalf, on my
instructions,” without offering
any further details other than
the year, 2007.
Initially, Judge Patterson
voiced skepticism that the
vaguely described crimes to
which Coke was pleading
guilty met the standard for
racketeering. When Coke
pleaded guilty to approving
the stabbing of a marijuana
dealer in the Bronx in 2007,
Judge Patterson asked
whether the person had sustained serious injury - a component of the charge. Coke
said he believed the person
was stabbed in the face.
“Was it something that
required hospitalization or
was it something he could go
home and brag about?” the
judge asked.
Coke said that he was in

Jamaica at the time and did
not know the details, but that
he was sure it would have
required medical attention.
He did not offer the name of
the person who was stabbed.
Asked for details about
the violence, Ellen Davis, a
spokeswoman for Bharara,
refused to name the victim or
the attacker.
Coke acknowledged
involvement in the distribution of more than three tons
of marijuana and more than
30 pounds of cocaine.
WIRETAPS
In addition to the confidential informers, prosecutors
built the case using wiretaps
the Jamaican authorities had
been collecting since 2004,
when they started eavesdropping on Coke’s cell phone
conversations and on those of
other members of his drug
trafficking enterprise, according to court documents.

Rosen said that some
50,000 conversations had been
intercepted in the investigation.
Of those, he said, “there was
only one in which there was
discussion of violence, and I
can tell you it wasn’t murder.”
The manhunt for Coke
last year led to more than 70
deaths.
In the months before the
Jamaican prime minister,
Bruce Golding, acted on the
extradition request, Jamaican
leaders warned officials in the
American Embassy that any
move to arrest Coke could
result in widespread violence
or civil unrest. This was
because Coke was well fortified in Tivoli Gardens and had
a measure of popular support,
according to a review of secret
State Department cables
released by WikiLeaks.
- Edited from CMC.
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U.S. seeks to extradite four
from BVI on drug charges
TORTOLA, British Virgin
Islands, CMC – United States
law enforcement authorities
were late last month seeking
the extradition of four men,
including a decorated customs
officials, on charges that they
were part of an international
ring engaged in exporting illegal drugs into the country.
The four are Earl Hodge,
who is alleged to be the local
coordinator of the drug ring;
Roberto Harrigan, the customs officer who is alleged to
have facilitated the landing of
other individuals into the
country; as well as Chad
Skelton and Carlston Bessa,
whom Washington said picked
up the illegal drugs when they
were dropped at land and
sea.
The four were arrested
last month during an early
morning raid that the local
law enforcement authorities
said brought about the end of
a 13-year drug operation that
was part of a wider regional
and international cocaine
smuggling ring.
CONSPIRACY
The authorities are alleging that the seven people
whom they detained during

the raid were conspiring to
import cocaine from South
America for on shipping to
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
Islands and the U.S. mainland.
U.S. and British officials
were among the 72 law
enforcement officials that
raided several homes last
month resulting in the arrest
of the seven individuals on
money laundering and drug
trafficking charges.
The police said that a
quantity of cash, computers,
an automatic rifle, mobile
phones and other documents
were also recovered during
the raid. A boat was also
seized.
Police said that the U.S.
Justice Department has since
requested the extradition of
the four men who have
already been served with the
extradition notices.
Local law enforcement
official said that nine other
persons are being sought and
that two women - the wife
and daughter of Earl Hodge have been granted bail.
The authorities said that
the arrests follow months of
surveillance.

Æ

OAS presses again for new government in Haiti
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
Organization of American
States (OAS) last month
stepped up the drumbeat of
calls on Haiti to form a new
government, and said it was
now “seriously concerned” that
a new prime minister had not
yet been appointed, more than
three months after President
Michel Martelly took office.
OAS Secretary General
José Miguel Insulza said in a
statement that he noted with
“serious concern the continuing difficulties in the approval
and appointment of a new
Prime Minister in Haiti.”
President Martelly’s second nominee for this post, the
business executive Bernard

Gousse, was recently rejected
by the Haitian Parliament.
While recognizing the
deputies constitutional role
to approve the
Haitian
leader’s choice
of a head of
government,
Insulza called
for a “redoubling of
Insulza
efforts” to find
a consensus to allow the rapid
formation of a government.
Insulza argued that a working
administration was critical to
helping the people of the
island nation, already the
poorest in the Americas and

trying to clamber out from
under the death and destruction of the earthquake and a
cholera epidemic.
“A consensus needs to be
found for the approval of a
prime minister,” noted the
head of the 34-nation grouping.
Following Martelly’s election, Prime Minister Jean-Max
Bellerive left office to allow
the president to choose his
own head of government. But
Martelly’s first choice Daniel
Gérard Rouzier was rejected
by the Chamber of Deputies,
the lower house of the Haitian
National Assembly.
- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Jamaican restaurant owner files $10M lawsuit against
N.Y./N.J. police officer for ‘vicious campaign’
NEW YORK – A Jamaican
restaurant owner here has
filed a multimillion dollar lawsuit against a top-ranking cop
with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey for
putting him out of business.
In filing the $10 million
lawsuit, Otis Stone, 42, claimed
that Lieutenant Jack Ryan led
a “vicious campaign” to run his
restaurant, at John F. Kennedy
International Airport in New
York, out of business.

Stone, who started as a
dishwasher, said his “American
dream” was shattered when
Ryan “made his life a living
hell,” the New York Post newspaper reported.
Stone said the trouble
began two years ago when he
sought a liquor license for
Chef’s Orchid restaurant,
located in a cargo building at
the airport and catering mostly to airport personnel.
“The harassment was sub-

tle at first, such as calling
Stone’s restaurant ‘the hood’
and his cuisine ‘black food’,”
the suit says, adding that Ryan
then forced him to shut down
for 30 days after a small fire.
According to the suit, Ryan
later arrested Stone and issued
summonses for illegal “bottle
clubbing and warehousing.”
- Edited from CMC.

Æ
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T&T celebrates 49th Independence under curfew
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
Trinidad and Tobago late last
month celebrated its 49th year
of political Independence
from Britain under a state of
emergency, an eight hour curfew and President George
Maxwell Richards saying now
is the opportune time for citizens to reflect on the supreme
law of the land.
The Kamla PersadBissessar-led coalition
People’s Partnership government put the oil rich twin
island republic
under a state
of emergency
and an eighthour curfew
since Aug. 21
as it sought to
deal with the
rising crime
situation in the Persad-Bissessar
country.
Up to press time nearly
900 people, including more
than 33 alleged gang leaders
and members have been
detained under the measures
and the government has
already signaled that it will
seek an extension of the state
of emergency from the
Parliament. There is also the
possibility that the eight-hour
curfew would be reduced.
REFLECTION
In his Independence Day
message on Aug. 31, President
Richards said that the country
must continue to build on its
achievements over the years,
but there was also need for
reflection.
“None of us can deny that
we are in troubling times, as is
the rest of the world, and as
the world is certainly looking
at us, we as individuals and
collectively, must take a deep
introspective look at ourselves,” he noted.
“We did not come to this

place suddenly, so shock
would hardly be appropriate,
in the circumstance. Blame
and posturing cannot help us
either and so we must, if we
say we love our country above
self and mean it, do what is
necessary to bring us back
from the edge, to which we
are dangerously close.”
The head of state said
that what is necessary remains
a question that may be
answered, only partially, by
some of the action that may
be regarded as “inevitable.”
The president said that as
the country celebrates 49
years of Independence, “from
now and in the future, it cannot be business as usual for
any of us.
“There must be a clear
demonstration, well understood by all, that we are all
participants in the process of
building our nation and that
the majority of us are not just
consumers.”
He said the Independence
celebrations also provide the

Maxwell Richards

ideal time to reflect on the
Constitution.
Opposition Leader Keith
Rowley, whose People’s
National Movement (PNM)
has been critical of the government’s decision to impose
the state of emergency, said
that he had every confidence

that “our future is bright and
our confidence in ourselves is
not misplaced. It is in this spirit that I wish a happy and
thoughtful independence to
the people of Trinidad and
Tobago.”
The traditional military
parade that forms the highlight of the Independence Day
celebrations went ahead, but
the traditional fireworks display was been cancelled since
it would be taking place during the 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. (local
time) curfew.
HONORS
Meanwhile, Zalayhar
Hassanali, the wife of the late
president Noor Hassanali, was
among four people given the
country’s highest award – the
Order of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago. She
receivde the award for her
contribution to community
service just as businesswoman
Helen Bhagwansingh and businessman Anthony Norman
Sabga. Retired Judge Philip
Louis Ulric Cross received the
country’s highest award for his
contribution to law.
Some 46 individuals,
including 15 women and two
organizations, were honored
on Aug. 31. Among them is
singer Denyse Plummer, who
was awarded the Humming
Bird Medal (Gold) for her
work in the sphere of culture.
Roman Catholic priest
Father Clyde Martin Harvey,
also received the Humming
Bird Medal (Gold) for religion and community service,
while Pastor Winston
Cuffiewill received the
Chaconia Medal (Gold) for
religion.
- Edited from CMC.

Æ

U.S. helps St. Lucia fight crime
CASTRIES, St. Lucia, CMC –
The United States is providing
assistance to law enforcement
agencies in St. Lucia under a
new initiative aimed at curbing crime on the island.
External Security
Minister Guy Mayers and
members of the St. Lucia
Police Force have met with
the U..S delegation, headed
by Robert Olson of the Police
Executive Research Forum of
Washington, to discuss the
proposed community policing
initiative.
“What we hope will develop over time is that trust will
build up and the collaborations
will start and the police and
citizens will become one in not
only fighting crime, because
the police cannot solve crimes
unless the public wants them
to,” Olson told reporters.
“So it is essential that we
put them together so that we
can on one hand catch the bad
guys because frankly some of
these people don’t deserve to

live in these communities at
least not all the time and on
the other side reduce the
opportunities for citizens to
become victims of crime.”
NEW STRATEGIES
Mayers, who recently
returned from The Bahamas
where he attended a regional
meeting on community policing, said that he expects that
new strategies would be
implemented as part of the
new crime fighting initiatives.
“As part of the community program the police will be
seeking to develop and build a
relationship with the constituents, and the hope is they
will get the trust of communities, who will in turn develop
a trust in the police,” he
explained.
The U.S. team will visit
various police stations across
the island to discuss the new
initiative.

Æ

U.S. judge issues $2.8B
award against Cuban gov’t
MIAMI, Florida – A United
States judge has awarded the
largest amount of any U.S.
lawsuit filed against the Castro
government in Cuba.
Miami-Dade Circuit Judge
Beatriz Butchko awarded $2.8
billion judgment against Cuba
to an exiled veteran of the
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and the Bay of Pigs.
Legal experts say collecting on such judgments against
Cuba is the toughest part of
the process. But the huge
award to Gustavo Villoldo
could spark a massive hunt for
Cuban assets by anyone seeking a commission.
“I am very happy with this

finding. It’s justice,” said
Villoldo, whose lawsuit alleged
that former Cuban President
Fidel Castro and Ernesto
“Che” Guevara, his comradein-arms, persecuted him and
his family, and seized their
properties, to the point where
his father committed suicide in
1959.
His Miami lawyer, Andrew
C. Hall said he would try to
collect part of Villoldo’s award
from Cuban state-owned enterprises that do business abroad.
SECOND SUIT
Villoldo, 75, and his brother Alfredo, 72, already had
won a $1.2 billion award
against Cuba in 2009, ordered
by Miami-Dade Circuit Judge
Peter Adrien.
At the time, that was the
highest judgment ever against
Cuba in a U.S. court. But a
legal problem with that lawsuit
led him to re-file it with Judge
Butchko, who awarded them
$2.8 billion, including $1.4 billion for the seized properties.
Hall said the re-filed lawsuit focused more on the
allegations of Cuban abuses,
including threats against
Villoldo’s father, also named
Gustavo, that his family would
be killed if he did not surrender all his properties to the
government.
Cuba’s government never
defends itself against such
lawsuits in U.S. courts, so the
judgments against it are almost
automatic.

Æ
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Caribbean legislators welcome new U.S. immigration policy
~ Deportation proceedings against illegal law-abiding immigrants suspended
NELSON A. KING
NEW YORK – After many
decades of constant bad news
about deportation of illegal
Caribbean and other immigrants from the “Land of
Many Opportunities”,
Caribbean legislators in the
United States have wholeheartedly embraced President
Barack Obama’s bombshell
announcement to suspend
deportation proceedings
against illegal, law-abiding
immigrants.
In a major policy shift
announced last month, the
White House said it would
instead focus federal resources
on booting out convicted criminals and others who pose a
public safety or national security threat. It said undocumented, law-abiding Caribbean and
other immigrants facing deportation can now apply for work
permits.
Caribbean legislators
told the Caribbean Media
Corporation (CMC) that this
new policy represents an
“important first step toward
reform” of a “broken immigration system.
“As Americans, we have
a moral responsibility to build
an immigration system that
protects families and children
and supports those individuals
who want to contribute to
our civil society,” said U.S.
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke, who represents the
sprawling 11th Congressional
District in Brooklyn, New

York, which arguably constitutes the largest district of
Caribbean immigrants in the
U.S.
“By reviewing deportation proceeding case-by-case,
the Department of Homeland
Security will have the ability
to avoid expending its
resources on low-priority
cases in which threats to
national security or public
safety are not
implicated,”
said Clarke,
whose mother,
Una S.T.
Clarke, was
the first ever
CaribbeanClarke
born immigrant to be
elected to New York City
Council.
“Many of the individuals
who will benefit from this policy entered the United States
as children. Now, as young
adults, they want to pursue a
college education or serve in
the armed forces. Our society
should support their commitment to the ‘American
Dream.’”
REFORM SEARCH
At the same time, the
congresswoman urged the
Obama administration and
Congressional legislators to
continue pursuing comprehensive immigration reform.
“We need to have a policy
that addresses national security, the importance of strong

Coldhearted: ICE accused of abuse
FELICIA PERSAUD
NEW YORK - Imagine this –
your immigrant relative who
has never committed a crime
but is seeking asylum or
refugee status in the United
States being held in an immigration detention center and
shackled!
That’s right, shackled at
the wrists, waist, and ankles
like a mass murderer during
transportation by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents to
court proceedings.
Uelian De Abadi-Peixoto,
a 35-year-old asylum applicant
and domestic violence survivor
from Brazil , experiences this
first hand. De Abadi=Peixoto
has been placed in metal hand
and leg restraints for travel to
and participation in immigration court proceedings on
about five occasions, according
to The American Civil
Liberties Union of Northern
California (ACLU-NC).
For every immigration

Shackling immigrants has come under
fire.

court hearing in San Francisco
since Nov. 2010, De AbadiPeixoto has appeared in full
shackles – ankle and wrist
restraints and a belly chain
even though she has no history of violence or disruption in
court or in custody. In the
event she has to testify, she
will not be able to raise her
hand to be sworn in.The
shackles used during transportation and in-court proceedings aggravate her previ(Continued on page 8)

families and communities, and
the development of our economy,” Clarke said.
“These are matters of
concern for all Americans. It
is my hope that members of
Congress, both Democrats
and Republicans, will work
together for comprehensive
immigration reform.”
Jumaane Williams, the
Grenadian American New
York City Councilman, who
represents the predominantly
Caribbean 45th Council
District in Brooklyn, agreed
that Obama has taken a
“great first step in addressing
the immigration problems facing this country.
“I am glad that the president and I agree that undocumented immigrants, who are
law-abiding and working to
make a better life for themselves and their families,
should not be treated by law
enforcement like convicted
criminals,” he said.
“This is an important
effort which will hopefully
spur forward the national conversation towards compassionate immigration reform,
including the passage of the

DREAM Act for undocumented students,” he added.
“I hope the president will
further elucidate how the
administration will define
‘low-priority cases’, to ensure
that minor offenders which
pose no danger to our society
are dealt with in a humane
manner.”
Another Caribbean legislator, Haitianborn
Councilman
Dr. Mathieu
Eugene,
whose 40th
District in
Brooklyn, is
adjacent to
Williams’s,
Williams
commended
President
Obama and Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano for “agreeing to
give immigrants facing deportation the opportunity to
remain in the United States.
“This is a significant step
towards improving our immigration system and helping
many immigrants who have
established livelihoods in their
communities,” he said.

“I applaud President
Obama and his administration
for reviewing all deportation
cases, which will positively
impact the lives of hundreds
of thousands of immigrants,
their children and their families living across the United
States,” he said.
“I am deeply proud of
serving a district with a large
concentration of [Caribbean]
immigrants and fighting to
ensure all immigrants have
access to government services,
along with a chance to attain
a piece of the ‘American
Dream’.
“As an immigrant myself,
who was born and raised in
Haiti, I know firsthand the difficulties and daily challenges
that immigrants face in order
to make a living and support
both themselves and their
families,” Eugene said, noting
“the United States is a nation
of immigrants, and I believe
we should never forget that
immigrants contribute enormously to our economy and
add to the vibrancy of our
communities.
(Continued on page 8)
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Coldhearted: ICE accused of abuse
(Continued from page 7)

ous injury and current medical
condition and intensifies the
memories of being bound and
raped by her abusive husband
and his brother.
NIGHTMARE
This nightmare is happening here in the U.S., under the
administration of President
Barack Obama, to immigrants
who are held in detention for a
variety of reasons, including
because they could not raise the
money to post bond, because
ICE or court officials believe
they pose a flight risk, because
detention is mandatory under
federal immigration law, or
they are not eligible for bond
because they have committed a
crime of “moral turpitude,”
such as passing a bad check.
As attorney Audrey
Daniel of the Lawyers’
Committee tells it: “Thousands
of immigration detainees,

including the elderly and individuals with physical or mental
disabilities, are being unnecessarily subjected to hours in
shackles.”
But hopefully, soon, it
will be no more. Kudos to the
ACLU for taking on this
issue and suing both the
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and the U.S.
Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement Agency (ICE).
The ACLU-NC, the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights of
the San Francisco Bay Area
(Lawyers’ Committee), and
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &
Rosati (WSGR) on Aug. 15
filed a class action suit against
the DHS and ICE on behalf of
adult immigration detainees,
all of whom appear in immigration court shackled at the
wrists, waist, and ankles,
regardless of their history or
capacity for disruption.
The lawsuit was filed in

U.S. District Court in San
Francisco by four individuals
on behalf of a class of people
who are or will be detained
for their immigration proceedings in San Francisco but has
national implications.
The suit calls for replacement of ICE’s blanket policy
on shackling detainees in San
Francisco immigration court
with a case-by-case policy that
would protect due process
rights while maintaining ICE’s
ability to use restraints as
needed for individuals who
pose a true security threat.
“According to our government’s own most recent
statistics, about 95 percent of
immigration detainees had no
violent criminal convictions
and the majority of detainees
fall into ICE’s own ‘low custody’ category, meaning they
have a low propensity for violence,” said Sin Yen Ling, an
attorney who represents many

detained immigrants on behalf
of the Asian Law Caucus.
“But in San Francisco
Immigration Court, every one
of these people has to appear
and testify in front of a judge
and family members in hard
metal chains, even those seeking asylum due to torture in
their home countries. American
courts are supposed to dispense
justice, not trauma.”
“Freedom from physical
restraint during court proceedings has been recognized
since the eighteenth century
as a fundamental right. But
you don’t have to be a scholar
to know that shackling a
woman in belly chains and leg
irons for passing a bad check
is unnecessary and inhumane,” added Julia Harumi
Mass, staff attorney for the
ACLU-NC.
ICE runs the largest civil
detention program and supervised release program in the

country, with more than
31,000 immigrants in detention at more than 300 facilities
throughout the nation. In theory, ICE places a high priority
on the removal of dangerous
persons with criminal convictions but in practice, as of Oct.
2009, only 51 percent of the
detained immigrants had
felony convictions, of which
only 11 percent had committed violent crimes.
The number of people in
immigration custody has also
grown exponentially in recent
years. From 2006 to 2009, the
number of non-criminal versus
criminal detainees grew by 64
percent to 383,524 people, up
from 233,417.
Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.
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Caribbean legislators welcome new U.S. immigration policy
(Continued from page 7)

“I sincerely thank the
president for recognizing the
critical need of assisting immigrants facing deportation and
taking action to change federal policies,” he said.
DISCRETION
Immigration advocates
say the new policy will help
thousands of illegal Caribbean
and other immigrants who
came to the United States as
young children, graduated
from high school and want to
go on to college or serve in
the armed forces.
The White House and
immigration officials said they
would exercise “prosecutorial
discretion” to focus enforcement efforts on cases involving criminals and people who

have flagrantly violated immigration laws.
Under the new policy, the
secretary of homeland security
can provide relief, on a caseby-case basis, to young people
who are in the country illegally but pose no threat to
national security or to the
public safety. The decision
would, through administrative
action, help many intended
beneficiaries of legislation that
has been stalled in the U.S.
Congress for a decade.
The sponsor of the legislation, Democrat Senator Richard
J. Durbin of Illinois, has argued
“these young people should not
be punished for their parents’
mistakes.”
The action would also
bolster President Obama’s
reputation with minority voters as he heads into the 2012

election. Just a week ago,
leaders of major Hispanic and
other civic organizations criticized his record, saying in a
report that Obama and
Congress had “overpromised
and under-delivered” on
immigration and other issues.
White House officials
emphasized that they were not
granting relief to a whole class
of people, but would review
cases one by one, using new
standards meant to distinguish
low- and high-priority cases.
“The president has said
on numerous occasions that it
makes no sense to expend our
enforcement resources on
low-priority cases, such as
individuals” who were
brought to this country as
young children and know no
other home,” Napolitano said
in a letter to Durbin.

She said that low-priority
cases were “clogging immigration court dockets” and diverting enforcement resources
away from individuals who
pose a threat to public safety.
Durbin said he believed the
new policy would stop the
deportation of most people who
would qualify for relief under
his bill, known as the Dream
Act, formally the Development,
Relief and Education for Alien
Minors Act.
Some experts have estimated that more than two million people might be eligible
to apply for legal status under
the Dream Act.
Under the new policy,
the government will review
300,000 cases of people in
deportation proceedings to
identify those who might qualify for relief and those who
should be expelled as soon
as possible.
HELP
White House officials said
the new policy could help illegal immigrants with family
members in the U.S. The
White House is interpreting
“family” to include partners of
lesbian, gay and bisexual people.
Cecilia Muñoz, a White
House official who helped
develop the new policy, said
officials would suspend deportation proceedings in low-priority cases that, for example,
involve “military veterans and
the spouses of active-duty military personnel.”
The new policy “will not
provide categorical relief for
any group” and “will not alleviate the need for passage of
the Dream Act or for larger

reforms to our immigration
laws,” Napolitano said.
- Edited from CMC.
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VIEWPOINT

Historian’s remarks on race
raise issues over British riots
CLAYTON GOODWIN
LONDON, England - The
furore caused by eminent historian David Starkey’s words
on television apparently
justifying politician Enoch
Powell’s notorious “rivers of
blood” speech, and the bitter
war of words between the
police chiefs and the politicians, have taken over the
headlines now that the weekend’s parades and meetings
have passed off peacefully,
and the aftermath of the riots
here has been seemingly confined to the courts and the
media commentators.
The appointment of Bill
Bratton, an American, as
Prime Minister Cameron’s
adviser on gangs and inner-city
culture (and potential future
head of the Metropolitan
Police) has antagonized both
the police and those in the
inner-cities who resent being
regarded primarily in the context of criminal gangs.
Up to 5,000 people,
including leaders from several
faiths, gathered for a two-hour
rally in Summerfield Park,
Winson Green, Birmingham
under the slogan of “One City,
one voice for peace” to honor
the three men. Haroon Jahan,
21, and brothers Shazad Ali,
30, and Abdul Musavir, 31,
died when they were hit by a
car as they protected businesses from looters last month.
Abdul Qudoos, the elder
brother of Shazad and
Musavir, broke down as he
addressed the crowd and asked
them for unity. He finished by
making a plea to the gathered
audience, saying: “Please do
not divide, be together, be at
unity. Let people know that we
are all good...Let’s just unite.”
The grandmother of
Isaiah Youngsam, a black 23
year-old student who was
murdered during the 2005
Lozells race riots in
Birmingham, wrote a message
in memory of the three young
Asian men.
“I am praying for you and
your family and praying that
God gives you strength, grace
and peace. I hope your actions
will only serve to further unite
our communities.”
CONTROVERSY
Starkey began a discussion on the BBC2 television
program Nationwide by saying
that the riots had vindicated
the dire prediction of Powell’s
“rivers of blood speech” in
1968, one of the most infamous speeches ever given on
race relations. However, he
added, the violence had not
been brought about so much

by black people themselves,
but as by being the result of
“black culture” and that
whites involved in the disturbances “have become black.”
Starkey is a prolific
broadcaster on radio and television. He made his name
with a series of televised lectures on the Tudor Age, his
specialist subject. However he
is also now a frequent guest
on discussion programs, few
of which, it seems, goes by
without him something
inflammatory.
Starkey presents a
detached mien from his fellow
speakers and “charges straight
in” to the most controversial
aspect of the point under discussion. The BBC, which
knows full well what he is like
– there have been enough
complaints - must take a large
share of the blame for what
happened. Usually when he
offends a section of society the
BBC issues an apology, disassociate themselves from his
“private views”, and then
invite him back to “pep up”
another program.
TOO FAR
This time they may have
gone too far. Fellow guest in
the discussion Owen Jones,
the young white English
author of “Chavs – The
Demonisation of the Working
Class”, said that it was a
“career-ending” speech and
that his career “has ended in
disgrace”. He and author
Dreda Say Mitchell, who was
born in London to Grenadian
parents, hit back vehemently
as Starkey appeared to liken
black culture to “gangster culture” and said that the
Jamaican patois effected by
the white youth had left “so
many of us” feeling that
England was “literally a foreign country”.
Starkey said: “I think
what this week has shown is
that profound changes have
happened. There has been a
profound cultural change. I
have just been re-reading
Enoch Powell. His prophecy
was absolutely right in one
sense: the Tiber didn’t foam
with blood, but flames
lambent wrapped around
Tottenham, wrapped around
Clapham.
“But it wasn’t inter-communal violence; this was
where he was completely
wrong. What has happened is
that the substantial section of
the chavs that you (Mr Jones)
wrote about have become
black. The whites have
become black.
“A particular sort of vio(Continued on page 10)

Who’s that in sheep’s clothing?

H

old your tongue and
play fool to catch wise,
or disguise your feelings, go behind enemy lines,
be a wolf in sheep’s clothing
and mingle with the flock, use
subterfuge, guile and deception to defeat a stronger foe.
And from all intents and purposes, there is a battle
between the sexes.
I read this book, titled “
Act like a Lady, Think like a
Man”, by comedian Steve
Harvey, that gives ladies tips
on how to deal with relationships...and men. Some of these
women don’t need to read
Harvey’s book as they have
that down pat from day one.
But for those who may need a
little convincing I shall share
some of the wisdom of that
book with you.
“He wants to sleep with
You”, Harvey says. So any
woman who doesn’t believe
that, had better take her head
out of the sand and put it in
the bedroom where all men’s
heads are. Of course men
want to sleep with women.
That’s what they do, and the
only variation is how they go
about it. Oh, some, men will
want to jump right in right
away with the wham bam
thank you ma’am approach.
Those guys are direct, cut to
the chase, cut the chaste, and
will tell the woman right away
what his intentions are.
I have known of cases
where a man will simply
approach a woman and just
blurt out, “You look very
nice…I want to have sex with
you.” This may shock some
women, but the fact that the
guy uses that line, means that it
has worked before. It’s all about
percentages, so some will catch,
while others will get away.

Other
men will go
about their
objective in a
most roundabout way,
even acting
like they have
no intention
of sleeping
TONY
with the
ROBINSON
woman. But
if she’s smart,
and thinks
the way that a man thinks,
she’ll know that his radar has
locked on to her.
If women thought like
men, they would know that
ALL men want to sleep with
ALL women…if they could.
Also, like fishing, they keep
some, but throw others back.
The book mentions the
90-day rule, or how soon a
woman should sleep with a
man after meeting him.
Different women have different time frames, with some
seeing nothing wrong with a
first date roll in the hay, while
others will tie the man out
until the cows come home.
Others will wait until a
‘decent’ time frame passes.

But 90 days is a long time
for a man in lust, and remember, sex is foremost in a man’s
mind, even if he doesn’t show it.
So what’s a lady to do,
give in early, or wait until the
90-day period has passed? It’s
a tough call, for if you give in
too early, he may simply have
his way and disappear. But if
you wait too long he may
grow impatient, lose interest
and move on.
Three months to wait to
have sex with a woman you’re
involved with, is just too long
for me. Sex is arguably the
most important part of marriage (well it causes the most
arguments) and you’re going
to leave it to chance? Hell no.
TEST DRIVE
When buying a car, house,
even appliances, you test them
out first, yet you’re going to
risk a lifetime of misery and
grief on an illogical position?
What if you’re sexually incompatible, he likes it more than
you, or he can’t manage you;
what if he’s too small...or too
big, or can’t last more than 30
(Continued on page 10)
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Countdown begins to TPS deadline for Haitian nationals in the U.S.

H

aitian nationals eligible for Temporary
Protected Status,
(TPS) are being reminded to
file before the deadline runs
out in just over two months.
Haitians filing for the first
time now have until Nov. 15,
2011 to file Form I-821,
Application for Temporary
Protected Status and Form I765, Application for
Employment Authorization,
with the United States
Citizenship and Immigration
Services.
The TPS re-designation of
Haiti allows eligible nationals
of Haiti and persons without
nationality, who last resided in
Haiti and were displaced by
the earthquake of Jan. 2010,
to apply before the deadline
runs out.

To qualify, Haitian nationals must have been continuously physically present in the
U.S. since July 23, 2011, and
have not been convicted of
any felony or
two or more
misdemeanors
committed in
the U.S. A
copy of your
Haitian passport; Haitian
identification
FELICIA
card; Haitian
PERSAUD
naturalization
documentation; nationality documentation issued by
a Haitian embassy or consulate in the U.S., copy of
your birth certificate or your
baptismal certificate if it indicates your Haitian nationality

or a parent’s Haitian nationality, will be required to support
eligibility for TPS.
If you do not have the
documents listed above, you
may provide other documentation that proves you are a
Haitian national.
REMINDER
Birth in Haiti alone does
not necessarily mean you are
a Haitian national. At least
one parent must have been a
Haitian national at the time of
your birth, or you must have
been naturalized in Haiti. If
you were born to a Haitian
parent in some country other
than Haiti, you may also be a
Haitian national, but you
must still provide sufficient
evidence to support your
nationality.
Applicants age 14 and

older must also submit the
biometric service fee.
Applicants who are age 14
through 65 who request an
Employment Authorization
Document, (EAD), must pay
the Form I-765 fee.
Haitians applying for TPS
and who are under age 14 or
over age 65 who request an
EAD do not need to pay the
Form I-765 fee. If you are
only seeking to register for
TPS, you must still file Form
I-765 for data-gathering purposes, but the Form I-765 fee
is not required. The fees total
is $515 for those aged 14 to 65.
Applicants who can

demonstrate an inability to
pay may request a fee waiver
for any of these fees.
The current 18-month
extension of TPS for Haiti will
remain in effect through Jan.
22, 2013.
For more information
and application forms, visit
www.uscis.gov or call the tollfree USCIS Forms line at
1-800-870-3676.
Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.
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Who’s that in sheep’s clothing?
(Continued from page 9)

seconds, or goes on for two
hours every time?
So I say, think like a man
and go for it after a reasonable time…but go for it, or
you’ll be left with everything
intact.
Then the book mentions
strong, independent and lonely women. They think that if
they assert themselves up
front, tell the man exactly how
they feel, what they want, and
what they want the man to do,
then he will be endeared to
them. Oh no. If you thought
like a man, you’d know that’s
the last thing that a man
wants.
The wise wives of yesteryear would whisper in your
ears and say, “The biggest
trick that I pulled, was letting
my husband think that he was
in charge.” So ladies, act like a
lady, think like a man.
If more women thought
like men, and more men
empathized with women,
they’d get along more. Men
are always saying how weird
women are with their mood

swings and illogical thinking
and women are always cursing
men.
But without each other
mankind will cease to exist.
So they have to get together,
procreate, live in harmony.
But aye, there’s the rub, for
women have their ways and
men theirs.
Men use guile and lyrics
to woo a woman, and now
women are being asked to
counter this by playing a better game. In effect, be like a
wolf, but put on sheep’s clothing to confound the man. Let
the man feel as if he’s getting
somewhere, when she’s merely
playing him along.
Women don’t need any
advice in this area, as they’ve
been conning men since the
dawn of time. Even Eve made
Adam do what she wanted to
do. And then they call men
weak.
Anyway, it’s all a game,
and I’d rather play it with
women than with men.
seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

Historian’s remarks on race raise issues over British riots
(Continued from page 9)

lent, destructive, nihilistic
gangster culture has become
the fashion. Black and white,
boy and girl operate in this
language together, this language, which is wholly false,
which is this Jamaican patois
that has intruded in England.
This is why so many of us
have this sense of literally a
foreign country.”
Say Mitchell, who has a
degree in African history from
the School of Oriental and
African Studies, retaliated
robustly by saying: “You keep
talking about ‘black’ culture –
black communities are not
homogenous groups. Stop putting this blame on one culture.”
Journalist Katherine
Birbalsingh expressed similar

outrage in her column for the
right-wing Daily Telegraph.
“David Starkey is wrong,
plain and simple”, she wrote.
Birbalsingh, who was born
in New Zealand to West Indian
parents and was raised in
Canada, is well-regarded in conservative circles for her views on
inner-city matters. She came to
national prominence after she
spoke at the 2010 Conservative
Party conference in support of
the party’s education policies
and criticized the British education system.
- Edited from CMC. Clayton
Goodwin has covered
Caribbean issues in Britain
for decades.

Æ
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Caribbean welcomes new insurance initiative for patients with HIV/AIDS
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts,
CMC - St. Kitts and Nevis’s
Prime Minister Dr. Denzil
Douglas has welcomed last
month’s meeting in Trinidad
between insurance industry
and health care professionals
on providing health insurance
to People Living with HIV
(PLHIV) in the Caribbean.
“It is another step to
remove the stigma meted out
to persons living with this dis-

ease,” said Dr. Douglas, the
Caribbean community (CARICOM) chairman and the
regional prime minister with
responsibility for HIV/AIDS.
The insurance and health
forum was aimed at building
partnerships between the
industry and the public health
sectors and is being organized
by a coalition of business and
health figures.
The forum’s objective was

to “build public-private partnerships across the Pan
Caribbean Region between
the insurance and health sector to enhance access to treatment by people living with
HIV (PLHIV) and reduce the
stigma discrimination associated with the disease”, according to a USAID statement.
AID
The Organization of

Red Cross offers tips to keep athletes safe in extreme heat

I

n the wake of recent student athlete deaths due to
excessive heat, the
American Red Cross is recommending that team officials, coaches and parents take
steps to help ensure the safety
of the players.
During the hot weather,
team practices should be
scheduled for early in the day
and later in the evening to
avoid exposing players to the
hottest times. Other steps
teams, schools and parents
should take to protect their
athletes include:
• Allow athletes to get
acclimated to the heat by
reducing the intensity of practice until they are more accustomed to it.
• Make frequent, longer
breaks a regular part of practice. About every 20 minutes
stop for fluids and try to keep
the athletes in the shade if
possible.
• Reduce the amount of
heavy equipment athletes
wear in extremely hot, humid
weather.
• Dress athletes, when
appropriate, in net-type jerseys or light-weight, light-colored, cotton T-shirts and
shorts.
• Know the signs of heatrelated emergencies and monitor athletes closely.
SIGNS
“Knowing the signs of

heat-related emergencies and
how to help someone who is
suffering from the heat is
vital,” Olson stressed.
“Coaches and parents need to
be vigilant in watching for
signs of heat-related emergencies. Athletes should inform
their coaches, teachers or parents if they are not feeling
well.”
Heat cramps are muscular

Keeping children hydrated can help fight
heat.

pains and spasms that usually
occur in the legs or abdomen
caused by exposure to high
heat and humidity and loss of
fluids and electrolytes. Heat
cramps are often an early sign
that the body is having trouble
with the heat. If someone is
experiencing heat cramps:
• Get the person to a
cooler place and have him or
her rest in a comfortable position. Stretching, massaging
and icing the affected muscle
may help.
• Give a half glass of cool

water or a sports drink with
electrolytes every 15 minutes.
Do not give liquids with alcohol or caffeine in them, as
they can make conditions
worse.
CAUSES
Heat exhaustion is caused
by a combination of exercise
induced heat and fluid and
electrolyte loss from sweating.
Signs of heat exhaustion
include cool, moist, pale or
flushed skin; heavy sweating;
headache; nausea; dizziness;
weakness; and exhaustion. To
help someone with these
symptoms:
• Move the person to a
cooler place. Remove or
loosen tight clothing. Spray
him or her with water or apply
cool, wet cloths or towels to
the skin. Fan the person. If
the person is conscious, give
small amounts of cool water
cool water or a sports drink
with electrolytes to drink.
• If the person refuses
water, vomits or begins to lose
consciousness, call the local
emergency number.
Learn how to prevent and
respond to heat-related and
other emergencies by taking a
First Aid/CPR/AED course.
Contact 1-877-272-7337 or
visit www.redcross.org/takeaclass to register.

Æ

Significant number of 13-15 year old students
sexually active in St. Kitts and Nevis ~ survey
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts,
CMC - A school-based
Student Health Survey has
found that one third of children here between the ages of
13 and 15 are sexually active.
The survey, conducted in
March, also found that while
they all brushed their teeth
daily, just about one quarter
of them are engaged in physical activity at least one hour
daily.
A government statement
said that the report on the
survey had been presented to
Cabinet by the Ministry of

Health as part of its efforts to
better serve the health interest
of the twin island federation.
It noted that the survey conducted in all secondary
schools in the two islands
involved 1,740 students from
Forms 2, 3 and 4 who fell into
the 13–15 year age group.
“Significant findings
include: 32.5% of students
being overweight; 96.3% of
students brush their teeth
once or more daily; 25.6% of
students engaged in physical
activity for at least one hour
per day and 31.7% of students

have had sexual intercourse”,
the statement noted.
It added that the survey
also attempted to assess
dietary behaviors, mental
health, physical activity, protective factors, sexual behavior, and violence and injuries
profile of the students. As a
result, the Cabinet has given
the green light for a national
stakeholder consultation to
determine practical and sustainable responses to the findings of the research.

Æ

Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) has applied to the
Global Fund on HIV/AIDS to
finance a proposed health
insurance scheme for people
living with HIV/AIDS in the
Eastern Caribbean.
The Barack Obama
administration in the United
States has been focusing

efforts on strengthening heath
systems through proving technical assistance in health insurance, including HIV/AIDS
benefits either at a national
level or as part of a regional
health insurance system,
USAID said.

Æ
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Jamaican is new MLS goal scoring king
SEATTLE, Washington –
Jamaican-born forward Jeff
Cunningham became the top
all-time goal scorer in the history of Major League Soccer
(MLS), the top professional
competition in North
America, last month.
Cunningham, who came
on as a second half substitute,
found the back of the net with
a 59th minute penalty for his
club Columbus Crew.
The goal came in a losing
effort, as the Crew went down
6-2 to the Seattle Sounders
here, but it pushed the
Montego Bay native, a 14year veteran of MLS, past
Jaime Moreno on the scoring
chart with 134.
After the game he heaped
praise on the Crew, a club
which he played for earlier in
his career along with several
others in MLS.
“(The Crew organization)
have been very supportive,”
Cunningham told
MLSsoccer.com. “I couldn’t
have done it without them.
“There was a good chance
I was going to have surgery
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Cunningham

this week with the problems
with my knee. It was a question at one point if I could
continue with my season.”
DETERMINED
Cunningham had been
sidelined since July 23
because of inflammation in his
right knee, and team doctors
told him last month that he
had to consider arthroscopic
surgery if there was no
improvement. But last month
he secured the record.

“I’m excited
about it,”
Cunningham
said. “It’s very
difficult to score
goals in this
league. I don’t
really mind that
it was a penalty
kick. A goal’s a
goal.
“You ask any
of the best players in the world if
they would take
it, and the short
answer I’m sure
would be yes. It’s
no different for
me.
He added: “It
was not the type
of game I wanted
to set the record,
but at the same
time it took a lot
of hard work. I
was very grateful
for the opportunity to get into the game.
“I didn’t think it would
take this long into the season,
but I feel very proud, and
humbled right now. To have
the goal-scoring record is an
honor. It’s been 14 years of
hard work, and some ups and
downs.”

Æ

Caribbean nationals face probe by world
soccer body over bribery allegations
ZURICH, Switzerland Sixteen Caribbean officials
are set to face the FIFA
Ethics Committee.
The committee last
month opened ethics proceedings against the Caribbean
Football Union (CFU) officials over apparent violations
of the organization’s Code of
Ethics related to alliterations
of bribery by a former presidential candidate of FIFA at a
special meeting of the CFU
held in Trinidad and Tobago
on May 10 and 11, 2011.
FIFA, world soccer’s governing body, wants to know if
each took $40,000 in cash in
brown bags from Mohamed
Bin Hammam in exchange for
their votes in a June 1 FIFA
presidential election as related by former CONCACAF
member Chuck Blazer.
The 16 are David Hinds
and Mark Bob Forde of
Barbados; Franka Pickering
and Aubrey Liburd of the
British Virgin Islands; David
Frederick of the Cayman
Islands; Osiris Guzman and
Felix Ledesma of the
Dominican Republic; Colin
Klass and Noel Adonis of
Guyana; Yves Jean-Bart of

Haiti; Anthony Johnson of
St. Kitts and Nevis; Patrick
Mathurin of St. Lucia; Joseph
Delves and Ian Hypolite of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines;
Richard Groden of Trinidad
and Tobago and Hillaren
Frederick of the US Virgin
Islands.
Klass has been already
provisionally suspended from
taking part in any footballrelated activity.
Hammam is appealing a
lifetime ban he received for
allegedly organizing the
bribes through former CONCACAF President Jack
Warner, who resigned his
post, leading FIFA to drop its
investigation into him.
Judge Robert T. Torres,
a member of the Ethics
Committee, will supervise
and direct the investigation.
He has engaged Freeh Group
International Europe and
the secretariat of the Ethics
Committee to assist with this
task.
- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Reggae Boy Daley signs two-year deal in England
PRESTON, England, CMC –
Jamaican player Keammar
Daley has signed a two-year
deal with English League One
side Preston North End.
The 23-year-old, who
previously played for
Jamaican top flight outfit
Tivoli Gardens, made the
move after impressing in
recent trial matches for the
north-west England club.
Preston has secured inter-

national clearance for the
player, but still has to await a
work permit before Daley can
turn out for the Lilywhites.
“It has taken a while for
the move to happen but I am
thankful it has,” Daley said on
the club’s website late last
month.
Daley shone in two preseason friendly games in July.
Based on those performances,
the club’s management made

every effort to secure the
player and both clubs managed to finally reach an agreement on the deal late last
month as the transfer deadline
marched to a close.
Daley, who has 11
internationals for the Reggae
Boys, will wear the number
19 shirt at the club.

Æ

Windies name four rookies for England 20/20 tour
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Four uncapped players have
been called up to a new-look
West Indies 14-man squad for
the Twenty20 doubleheader
against England this month,
with selectors also including
the enigmatic Dwayne Smith
for the trip.
Meanwhile, Darren
Sammy was re-appointed
West Indies captain until year
end, ending speculation over
the 27-year-old St. Lucian’s
role in the regional side.
Opening batsmen Miles
Bascombe and Johnson
Charles, along with all-rounder Nkrumah Bonner and wicketkeeper Derwin Christian,
have all been picked for the
first time in a squad to be led

by Darren Sammy.
The side will be without
international T20 stars Chris
Gayle, Dwayne Bravo and
Kieron Pollard, none of whom
are eligible after missing the
Caribbean T20 Championship.
No Trinidad and Tobago
players were considered
because of that country’s participation in the Champions
League this month.
RETURN
Smith, meanwhile, will
make his return to West
Indies colors after being
ditched following the first
one-day international against
Zimbabwe in March last year.
With a strike rate of 132 in
eight T20s and with 10 Tests

and 77 ODIs behind him,
Smith will be at the core of
the side’s batting along with
stylish middle order batsman
Marlon Samuels.
Exciting fast bowling allrounder Andre Russell has
been included and will join
speedster Fidel Edwards and
leg spinner Devendra Bishoo,
in spearheading the attack.
Full squad: Darren
Sammy (captain), Christopher
Barnwell, Miles Bascombe,
Devendra Bishoo, Nkrumah
Bonner, Johnson Charles,
Derwin Christian, Fidel
Edwards, Danza Hyatt, Ashley
Nurse, Andre Russell, Marlon
Samuels, Krishmar Santokie,
Dwayne Smith.

Æ
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SPORT
~ A Caribbean Today’s special feature on the IAAF World Championships in Athletics

TO THE WORLD: Jamaica leads Caribbean charge at World Championships

J

amaica’s men sprint relay
team capped the IAAF
World Championships in
Athletics (WCA) in spectacular fashion, shattering the alltime record as Caribbean athletes again shone in the meet’s
glamour events, earning a
sack-full of medals, including
five gold.
The Jamaican quartet of
Nesta Carter, Michael Frater,
Yohan Blake and Usain Bolt
brought the curtain down on
the WCA with a stunning performance, clocking 37.04 seconds to win the 4x100 meters,
the only world record set at
the Aug. 27-Sept. 4 championships in Daegu, South
Korea. The previous world
record was 37.10 set by
Jamaica at the 2008 Olympics.
The team finished ahead
of France (38.20). Fellow
Caribbean nation St. Kitts and
Nevis, featuring Jason Rogers,
Kim Collins, Antoine Adams
and Brijesh Lawrence, finished third in 38.49 to claim
the bronze medal.
The men’s relay win followed on the heels of a silver
medal performance by the
country’s 4x100 women’s team
of Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce,
Kerron Stewart, Sherone
Simpson and Veronica
Campbell-Brown, which

Jamaica, led by from left, Nesta Carter, Michael Frater (sitting), Yohan Blake (sitting) and Usain Bolt set a new world record.

medal to tie for 33rd place.

BOUNCING BACK
Following the disappointment of watching super sprinter Bolt being disqualified
from the 100 meters final for a
false start early in the meet, a
race the defending champion
and world record holder was
highly favored to win, the
region’s top athletes rallied to
crown themselves in glory.
Jamaica’s Yohan Blake
began the comeback immediately after the big letdown by his club mate
Bolt. Blake won the
100 meters final in a
time of 9.92 seconds
ahead of Walter Dix of
the U.S. (10.08). The
veteran Collins, who
won the event in 2003,
finished third in 10.09.
“It’s a wonderful feeling to be world champion,” Blake declared
afterwards.
In the women’s version of the short sprint,
James kisses his country’s emblem after winning.
Jamaica’s CampbellBrown (10.97) was runner-up
clocked 41.70 seconds to finish
to American Carmelita Jeter
behind the U.S. (41.56). It also
(10.90), while Kelly-Ann
pushed Jamaica further up the
Baptiste of T&T claimed the
medal table, leading all
bronze with 10.98.
Caribbean nations with a final
Campbell-Brown returned
tally of nine – four gold, four
later to exact sweet revenge
silver and a bronze for fourth
on Jeter in the 200 meters.
place overall.
The Jamaican clocked 22.22
The U.S. topped the
seconds to beat the American
standings with 25 medals – 12
and win the gold after several
gold, eight silver and five
failed efforts at the top spot in
bronze, with Russia second
the past.
and Kenya third.
“It’s been a long time
The rest of the Caribbean
coming,” she said. “…I didn’t
performed respectably as well.
want to go home with two silGrenada finished tied for 11th
ver medals.”
with one gold; Cuba tied for
18th with a silver and three
REDEMPTION
bronze; Puerto Rico tied for
Bolt, too, redeemed him21st with a silver medal; St.
self, racing to victory in the
Kitts and Nevis tied for 31st
200 meters to successfully
with two bronze; and The
defend the title he won two
Bahamas and Trinidad and
years ago in Berlin. His winTobago each earned a bronze
ning time of 19.40 seconds was

not far off the
world record 19.19
he set at WCA
2009, and was the
fourth best all-time.
“I was ready to
go,” Bolt said later.
“I was excited in
the holding area,
just wanted to get
on the track and
run.”
Yet one of the
brightest moments
of the WCA was
reserved for
Grenada’s Kirani
James. The 18-yearold clocked 44.60
seconds in the
men’s 400 meters to
beat defending
Campbell-Brown gets to the line first in the 200 meters.
champion LaShawn
Merritt of the U.S.
am very proud to be here to
(44.63) for the gold.
represent my country.”
“I am incredibly happy,”
The Caribbean also
James said after the race. “I
secured medals in several

other events. Defending WCA
women’s 400 meters hurdles
champion Melaine Walker of
Jamaica slipped one place
down on the medal podium,
earning silver behind eventual
winner Lashenda Demus of
the U.S. Walker clocked 52.73
seconds to Demus’s 52.47.
Jamaica women’s
4x400 meters relay team of
Rosemarie Whyte, Davita
Prendergast, Novlene
Williams-Mills and Shericka
Williams also finished second
to the U.S., earning silver in
three minutes, 18.71 seconds.
Jamaica’s 4x400 men’s
team of Allodin Fothergill,
Jermaine Gonzales, Riker
Hylton and Leford Green
won bronze in 3:00.10, after
finishing behind winners U.S.
(2:59.31) and runner-up South
Africa (2:59.87).
Trevor Barry of The
Bahamas, who finished third
in the men’s high jump with a
leap of 2.32 meters to earn a
bronze, was among the other
medal winners from the
Caribbean.
Cuba produced several,
with Låzaro Borges taking silver in the men’s pole vault
with a clearance of 5.90
meters, and bronze medals
going to Yarelys Barrios in the
women’s discuss (65.73
meters), Guillermo Martinez
in the men’s javelin (84.30
meters), and Leonel Suårez in
the men’s decathlon.
Puerto Rico’s Javier
Culson won silver in the men’s
400 meters hurdles in 48.44
seconds, behind Great
Britain’s David Greene
(48.26).

Æ

STUNNER: Bolt disqualified in 100M final

U

sain Bolt’s disqualification from the
100 meters was
among the biggest stories of
the recently concluded
IAAF World
Championships in Athletics
in Daegu, South Korea.
The 25-year-old Bolt
suffered an uncharacteristic
false start, coming out of
the blocks well before the
gun, and was ejected from
the race, bringing a swollen
hush across the packed
Bolt can’t believe he’s out of the 100 meters.
Daegu Stadium.
“I have nothing to say
on, it’s a part of life,” he said.
right now,” Bolt said after
Fellow Jamaican and club
solemnly returning to the
mate Yohan Blake took
warm-up track minutes later.
advantage of Bolt’s absence to
“I need some time.”
win the men’s 100 meters.
Bolt later accepted full
blame for his disqualification.
NO BLAME
“It was my fault, I look at
Bolt also dismissed specuit like that, I can’t blame anylation that Blake had anything
body else but I have to move
to do with his false start and

disqualification.
“I’m not going to blame
anybody for anything, even if
he (Blake) moved a little bit it
was for me to stay in my
blocks,” he said. “My coach
always told me that people
will move sometimes but you
have to be focused on yourself
and try to execute and I didn’t
do that.”
Bolt congratulated the 22year-old Blake for his victory.
“I am very happy for
(Blake) because he is my
training partner and he did
well and deserved it,” he said.
“He is a hard worker, I see
him every day and he works
hard - even harder than me.”
Bolt made no such mistake in the 200 meters final,
making a fair start before
cruising to victory.

Æ
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‘Sizzla’ hurt in crash
KINGSTON, Jamaica Internationally renowned reggae star Sizzla was admitted in
hospital in serious but stable
condition following a motor
bike collision last month.
Sizzla, born Miguel
Orlando Collins, collided with
a bus in Runaway Bay near

but was later airlifted to a
Kingston hospital for further
surgery.
“Sizzla is presently surrounded by lots of love from
his family and friends,” the
artiste’s representatives said in
a statement.
The statement also added

Reggae producer shot dead in Jamaica
Sizzla, Morgan Heritage,
Tarrus Riley and Etana. He
also help create some of the
top reggae compilations in the
world:, including “Reggae
Gold” and “Strictly The
Best”.
An accomplished producer, Joel Chin had moved from
New York to Jamaica
two years ago to spend more
time on music production,
songwriting and developing
rising talents, a press release
from his family noted.
He is survived by his
mother Juliette, father Clive,
newborn daughter, two brothers and three sisters.

T

hirty-five-year-old Joel
Chin, a member of one
of Jamaica’s most recognized reggae music empires,
was gunned down in his
homeland last month.
Chin was shot dead outside his home in Stony Hill,
St. Andrew. Up to press time
the motive for the murder was
unknown.
He is the grandson of VP
Records founder Vincent
Chin, son of famed
reggae producer Clive Chin
and nephew of VP Records
owners Chris and Randy
Chin.
Joel Chin joined VP in
the 1990s and worked with
several well-known reggae
artistes, including Sean Paul,

Chin

Æ

T.O.K., Beres Hammond,
Wayne Wonder, Beenie Man,

Rihanna sues over faults at Beverly Hills home
Sizzla

the popular Jerky’s restaurant
in the parish of St. Ann. The
“Thank You Mama” singer
reportedly suffered a broken
collar bone and finger, plus
internal bleeding caused by a
ruptured liver. He was first
take to a hospital in St. Ann,

that his family and staff are
urging everyone to continue
praying for Sizzla and to send
him “positive energy.”
- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

LOS ANGELES, California Barbadian-born, Grammy-winning singer, Rihanna has
slapped a lawsuit on Prudential
California Realty, the designer
and the former owner of her
$7 million mansion.
Rihanna, born Robyn
Fenty, purchased the home in
Beverly Hills in July 2009 for
$6.9 million and says it is uninhabitable. She is alleging that
the realtor and the former
property owner as well as several companies that designed
and inspected the home,
should have informed her of
construction defects that made
the residence conducive to

flooding.
According
to the suit,
during the
purchase of
the home she
was kept in
the dark
about several Rihanna
problems with
the home problems that came to light
following a “moderate rainstorm” in Jan. 2010. Rihanna
alleges professional negligence, negligence, breach of
fiduciary duty, fraud, breach
of contract and breach of
implied warranty and is seek-

ing unspecified damages, plus
interest, court costs and attorneys’ fees.
“The rainwater pooled on
the second floor balcony and
seeped into numerous rooms
of the house, causing extensive water intrusion into various rooms,” the suit alleges.
After the flood, the singer
hired an engineering firm to
assess the damage. The firm
allegedly found “a host of
defects in the property.”
- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

‘Ms Black Nude Pageant’ Sept. 25 at Hedonism II

J

amaica will host the Ms
Black Nude Pageant set
for Sept. 25 to Oct. 3.
Twelve African American
ladies from across the United
States will compete for cash
prizes and the coveted crown
at Hedonism II in Negril.

During the week, the
ladies will compete in several
categories, including evening
wear, swimsuit, talent showcase, a Burlesque routine
and the nude showcase. A
choreographer from the
Washington, D.C. area will
work with the girls on their
routines and a panel of judges
will determine the eventual
winner on Oct. 1.
Pageant director Delores
Dickson said this year is the
18th renewal of the pageant
and, over the years, contestants have benefited from the

competition to educate themselves and finance their college education.
“We are very excited to
be back in beautiful Jamaica
with our first-class show,”
Dickson was quoted as saying.
The Ms Black Nude
Pageant is broadcast on the
HBO Real Sex series.
For more and for
booking information, go to
www.msblacknude.com
- Edited from News
Americas.
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‘Out of Many, One People’ brings Jamaican art variety to South Florida

A

n exhibition featuring
paintings, photographs and “digital constructions” of
three Jamaican artists
will be on show this
month in South Florida.
“Out of Many, One
People”, which features
the works of Philip
Curtis, David Muir and
Louis Davis, who now
live in the area, is on
show at the AfricanAmerican Research
Library and Cultural
Center gallery in Fort
Lauderdale.
The exhibition,
which opened last month,
continues through
September.
Curtis paints portraits Davis
of jazz musicians and
sports scenes. He studied in
New York City at the Fashion
Institute of Technology and the
Art Student League. He was
a courtroom artist for the
famous trials of Jim Baker
and Manuel Noriega.
Some of Curtis’s paintings
were featured in the movie
“Out of Time” starring
Denzel Washington. His home
and studio are located in the

Sail Boat Bend Arts Loft in

Fort Lauderdale. His professional affiliations include the
Kumba Arts Association and
he is a visiting artist at the
Miami Bakehouse. Curtis
has exhibited in many group
shows and has held three oneman shows - in Jamaica and
South Florida.
Muir first pursued the art
of photography as a hobby
during high school in Jamaica.

BRIEFS
• Fagan’s dance troupe
comes to Florida
The new South Miami-Dade
Cultural Arts Center will attract
Caribbean flavor not long after its
official opening next month in
Florida.
Jamaican-born Tony Award
winning choreographer Garth
Fagan will bring his talents to the
new facility with a presentation of
his latest work “Madiba” on Nov. 5
through his company Garth Fagan
Dance (GFD).
Fagan earned his Tony for
work on the long running
Broadway show “The Lion King”.
The center is located 10950 S.W.
211 St. in Cutler Bay.

• Big cost, reward for
Rihanna’s Barbados show
Tourism officials in Barbados
said it cost $2 million to stage
Rihanna’s performance on the
Caribbean island last month.
But they believe it was worth
it. A sold out crowd of 25,000
attended the show at the
Kensington Oval in Bridgetown,
near where Rihanna grew up.
“Generally this kind of exposure is an investment we can
never make with government’s
marketing budget,” one official was
quoted as saying.

• Buju Banton moves to new
U.S. prison
Convicted Jamaican reggae
artiste Buju Banton has been

transferred to a new prison in the
United States, where he will serve
a 10-year sentence after being
found guilty on drug charges in a
Florida federal court earlier this
year.
The 38-year-old Grammyaward winning artiste was transferred to a facility in the state of
Mississippi because of a shortage
of beds in Florida, his lawyer David
Markus reportedly told the Sunday
Observer newspaper in Jamaica
last month.
Banton, whose real name is
Mark Anthony Myrie, is now prisoner number 86700-004, according to Federal Bureau of Prisons
online inmate records.
A federal magistrate had recommended that he serve his sentence in Florida when he handed
down the sentence in June.

• JTB honors Disney
animator
The Jamaica Tourist Board
Representative recently presented
the Heritage Award to Jamaican
animator Ian Gooding during the
recent “Salute to Hollywood & the
Arts” gala organized by Caribbean
Heritage Organization (CHO).
Gooding has worked on several films, including “The Prince and
the Pauper”, “Chicken Little” and
“The Princess and The Frog”.
- Compiled from a variety of
sources.

Æ

He has since moved to Florida
and has honed his passion into
both a business venture and
his artistic pursuit. Muir owns
and operates DAVIDiPhoto,
Inc., which provides photography services, specializing in
corporate portraits, weddings
and event photography.
ROOTS
Periodically, Muir returns
to Jamaica to shoot. His
images aim to capture the candid beauty of Jamaican people
and their rich and diverse
landscape. His subjects include
the peanut vendor, children in
the park, girls dressed in
church outfits, young men
playing dominoes and scenes
from the marketplace.
“Not only are the island’s
pristine white sand beaches
and landscape of hills, vegetation, and fauna breathtaking,
but, in its culture and people,
Jamaica’s true magnificence
can be found,” Muir said in a
recent press release.
Davis uses the computer
to create single images from
bits and pieces of his own
photography. He calls it “digital constructions.” Back in
Jamaica, before personal com-

puters, he created multi-layered images to describe the
world around him.

Muir

The themes of Davis’s
work are social causes, including the environment, nationality, gender, race, religion, homelessness, poverty, exploitation,
sexual orientation, and discrimination. His work exhorts
viewers to look at the world
around them and examine

their positions in regards to the
positive movement of the
world. His art also seeks to
lend its voice to the
plight of the poor, the
downtrodden, those
with little or no voice in
society, but who need
the general public to
have greater awareness
of the world. In “Out of
Many, One People”,
Davis’s images attempt
to offer a central theme,
with many sub-themes.
Davis began his foray
into photography in
1984 and had his first
one-man show in 1999
in Jamaica. He migrated to the United States
in 2001. Since then he
has exhibited at the
Boca Raton Museum of
Art, the Chelsea
Gallery in Miami and
group exhibitions at the
Sailboat Bend Artists
Galleries.
The African-American
Research Library and Cultural
Center is located at 2650
Sistrunk Blvd. For more information, call 954-625-2810.
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Caribbean students to benefit from new ‘dream’ legislation in U.S.
NELSON A. KING
LOS ANGELES, California
– The California Legislature
is poised to pass a law that
would allow illegal Caribbean
immigrants to receive statefinanced aid for college.
Known as the California
Dream Act, immigration
advocates say the bill underscores the ways states are navigating their own way through
controversial immigration
issues, as the administration of
United States President
Obama has been unable to
make headway on plans for an
overhaul of immigration laws.
While the California state
law would do nothing to provide a path to citizenship for
illegal Caribbean and other
immigrants, it would provide
them with more education
benefits than they have in any
other state, advocates say.
They also say the legislation

would send a powerful message to President Obama and
the U.S. Congress, forcing
them to reconcile a patchwork
of state laws that contradict
one another.
California Governor Jerry
Brown, a Democrat, said during his campaign last year that
he would support such a law
and signed legislation this year
that gave illegal immigrants
access to privately financed
state scholarships and other
aid.
COSTS
But while he has not publicly said that he would sign
this second measure, Brown’s
staff members have been
working with legislators to
amend the bill in order to
trim some costs.
The California
Democratic-controlled Senate
overwhelmingly approved the
bill on Aug. 31, along a party-

Miramar’s ‘Power Hour’ to
help students with homework
MAR, Florida – The City of
Miramar, home to a large
Caribbean American population, is offering a program to
assist students with homework.
“Power Hour” is being
promoted as a daily homework assistance program in a
stable environment.
The sessions will be held
at the Ansin Sports Complex,
which is furnished and
equipped with desks, tables,
chairs, lighting, computers,
software, supplies and reference materials, along with
personnel to assist students
and check assignments and
promote self directed learning.

Homework help will be
provided four days each week
throughout the school year
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for
ages six to 10, and 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. for students 11 and
older.
Registration is underway
at the Ansin Sports Complex,
10801 Miramar Blvd.
Registration fee is $25 for residents of Miramar and $30 for
non-residents. The weekly fee
is $5 a week for Miramar residents and $10 a week for nonresidents.
For more information,
call 954-602-4990.
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Brown

line vote. The amended bill
was expected to pass the
Democratic-controlled State
Assembly early this month.
Assemblyman Gil Cedillo,
the lead author of the bill, has
persistently made an econom-

ic argument to
convince his colleagues.
“We will soon
have to replace
one million
workers who
leave the work
force. Why
would we cut
ourselves off
from students
who have
demonstrated
since they got
here that they
have tremendous talent and
resilience?” he
asked.
“This is a
very smart decision for the
state,” he added. “It’s not necessarily popular or without
controversy, but we have to
get these students fully educated.”

The bill is particularly
controversial at a time when
the state is facing major budget problems and drastically
cutting spending on higher
education. The legislation is
expected to cost about $40
million, according to an analysis by the State Senate, about
one per cent of the state’s
total $3.5 billion budget for
college financial aid.
The law would allow illegal
Caribbean and out-of-state students who attended California
high schools for three years or
more to apply for the financial
aid.
In 2001, the state passed a
law allowing those same students to be eligible for in-state
tuition.
- Edited from CMC report.
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Region’s students get scholarship offers in Cuba
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Students from Antigua and
Barbuda, Dominica and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
are to benefit from three-year
scholarships being offered by
the Cuban-based International
Film and Television School
(EICTV) to member countries of the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Peoples of
Our America (ALBA).
The three Caribbean community (CARICOM) countries
are the only English-speaking
Caribbean members of ALBA
that have been promoted as an

alternative to the United
States-led Free Trade Area of
the Americas (FTAA).
The scholarships will provide training to indigenous
and country women in the
fields of audiovisual creation,
as well as fostering the preservation of audiovisual heritage.
ALBA Cultural’s General
Coordinator Ismael Gonzalez
said this will be a unique
opportunity for talented students who had not been able
to take the programs for reasons including their financial
situation.

Founded in 1986, EICTV is
regarded as the most important
educational project of the New
Latin American Cinema
Foundation, based in Havana
and presided by Colombian
writer Gabriel Garcia Marquez.
Each year, around 500 applicants from more than 30 countries compete for just 42 places
on its internationally accredited
diploma programme.
Classes are taught by
industry professionals from
Cuba, Latin America and
Europe.

Æ

Caribbean teens win big in global letter writing contest
BERNE, Switzerland – Letters
written by two Caribbean,
pleading to save the world’s
forests – written as imaginary
trees - beat two million other
contestants in 60 nations
worldwide to win gold and silver medals in a letter-writing
competition, the Universal
Postal Union announced last
month.

Barbadian Charlée
Gittens, writing a “powerful
plea” as “Woody Branche”, a
great oak in Guyana’s Windsor
Forest, joined a 13-year-old
from China to win the two
gold medals in the 40th edition
of the UPU’s competition,
which is intended to keep the
art of letter-writing alive.
Grenada’s Jonathan

Andrew, 14, won the silver
medal for a “well handled and
educational” presentation of
the benefits of forests, the
UPU said.
The jury also awarded a
special mention to a composition from Trinidad and
Tobago, the UPU said.
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SUCCESSFUL WOMEN IN BUSINESS
~ A special Caribbean Today feature

No limits for Haitian-born lawyer Spice of life: Hamaty-Simmonds finds the right blend
JUDITH HUDSON
“Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful committed
citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.”

K

aren Andre, attorney
and political activist,
holds Margaret Mead’s
famous quotation as one of her
personal credos. In keeping
with this quotation, Andre has
a long history of organizing
diverse groups to achieve substantial results in furthering
social justice.
Andre, a native of Haiti, has
always stood up for justice and

Andre

equality for minorities. She
attended Florida International
University (FIU) and, while
there, was named an
“Outstanding Black Achiever”.
When the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) classified
Haitians as one of the five highrisk carrier groups of HIV/AIDS,
Andre galvanized her classmates
to attend rallies protesting the

label. She confessed that even
though she has always loved politics, she didn’t look to a career in
law originally.
“My mother wanted me to
be a doctor,” she said. “So
medicine was my first choice.”
Andre was so inspired by
Nelson Mandela’s life and suffering that upon his release
from prison, she decided to
study law. She enrolled into
the University of Miami Law
School where served as president of the Caribbean Students
Association.
ACTIVISM
While there, she continued
her activism and in 1994, when
supporters of deposed Haitian
President Jean Bertrand Aristide
were being killed, Andre organized law students to raise their
voices and bring awareness to the
repatriation of Haitians fleeing
political oppression.
When some law students
intimated that minorities were
enrolling under relaxed admission standards, Andre sprung
into action once more. She
explained that she attended
law school during a conservative political era and that
reflected in the law school’s discourse. She said that the rhetoric escalated when one student
claimed to have mysteriously
gained possession of a recent
minority student admission
record. Andre organized the
members of the Black,
Caribbean, Hispanic and
Asian-Pacific Islander Student
(Continued on page 18)

JUDITH HUDSON

M

onique HamatySimmonds is president and chief executive officer of the Miami-based
Tortuga Imports. Also known
as the Tortuga Rum Cake
Company, the organization
handles worldwide distribution,
mail order and online sales for
the Tortuga Rum company
based in the Cayman Islands.
Born in Kingston Jamaica,
Hamaty-Simmonds came to
the United States in 1980, and
in 1996 she earned a degree
from Florida International
University (FIU) in business
administration. She is a second-generation entrepreneur.
Her father Robert Hamaty and
his wife Carlene started the
Tortuga Rum Company in
Grand Cayman in 1984.
In 1997, HamatySimmonds and her husband
Marcus Simmonds, chief financial officer for Tortuga Imports,
started their company to bring
Tortuga’s “authentic taste of the
island” to the American market.
“I have always wanted to
be self employed,” she said.
“At times, it can be challenging, but it is possible to balance
family and business.”
Hamaty-Simmonds
explained that had it not been
for a flu virus that her father
contracted at the age of 45, the
business would have not been
founded.
“He was an airline pilot,”
she said. “He lost his license
after catching a flu virus that
attacked his heart muscle.

Hamaty-Simmonds

“He had the drive and
foresight to start his own business, which was the birth of
Tortuga Rum and Rum Cake.”
STRUGGLES
Hamaty-Simmonds said
among her struggles was that
in 1996 women were not welcomed in the buyers’ circle,
and approaching buyers who
had the perception that women
did not belong or deserve their
time was quite common.
“I was determined however to overcome this flawed
view,” she said.
Being the tough businessminded person, she constantly
sent letters, samples and
requested meetings with a
key buyer for the cruise lines.

She said it took her five years
to get a meeting with him.
“I was able to convince the
buyer that Tortuga Rum Cake
was perfect for his business,”
Hamaty-Simmonds said.
She said after placing the
first order the cake sold out in
less than one week. HamatySimmonds said that company is
now one of their top customers.
“This is a true testament to
the saying, ‘never give up’,”
she said.
CHALLENGE
Another “challenge,” as
she calls, it happened when the
business was just starting. They
(Continued on page 18)

Talk radio: Maggie Pelleyá discovers inspiration, changes at WDNA
JUDITH HUDSON

I

t is hard to pinpoint exactly
when Maggie Pelleyá’s life
changed. Perhaps it was in
1960 when she moved to the
United States with the first
wave of Cuban exiles, or when
she changed career paths from
working in the airline industry
to WDNA Public Radio.
Though hard to pinpoint,
the changes in her life have
served her well. And Pelleyá’s
current position as general
manager at WDNA is a dream
come true. She has fond memories as a young girl in Cuba
visiting her father at his partlyowned radio station.
“I loved going there as a
child,” she reminisces.
Pelleyá also draws inspiration from her mother, who
instilled in her the importance
of education and never
stopped studying.
“Whether it was in a formal setting, or teaching herself

richness and diversity of our
community.”

a foreign language,” she said.
Her father too was a big
proponent of education.
“He went back to law school
when he arrived in America,”
she shares, “and took the bar
exam at the age of 60.”
VOLUNTEER
Her experiences at
WDNA, located in the historic
Shenandoah district of Miami,
Florida, began as a volunteer.
Pelleyá recalls that she and her
husband volunteered as hosts
of a Latin music program on
WDNA because they loved
Afro-Cuban music and it was
not played on local radio.
She eventually served on
the Board of Trustees and then
finally as general manager in
1994. Pelleyá ensures that all
departments have dedicated
staff and adequate resources to
operate.
“My additional responsibilities” she adds, “include
grant writing, major fundraising, accounting and public

Pelleyå’s

relations.”
WDNA attracts an ethnically-diverse audience, “quite
representative of the South
Florida community,” Pelleyá
says. The format is jazz, AfroCuban jazz, and music from
other countries, including
Jamaica, Brazil, and the East
and West Indies.
“Radio,” she says, “is the
most effective and free way to
educate an audience about the

SETBACK
In 1992, the radio station
had a major setback when
Hurricane Andrew destroyed
the facility. Though the radio
station recovered, Pelleyá says
“nothing compares to that devastation.
“Struggles,” she adds, “are
many in any business, but particularly so in the non-profit
world. (Nonetheless), all struggles can be overcome if individuals have confidence in a
vision.
“Regardless of gender, if
one is educated in the field,
and is surrounded by talented
staff they can come back,”
Pelleyá insists.
WDNA has come a long
way since its 1992 destruction.
“We now own a $2.5 million state-of-the-art radio station,” Pelleyá boasts, “with a
beautiful Jazz Gallery and performing space.”

She is eternally grateful to
the staff and volunteers who
make WDNA possible.
“They labor daily to keep
public radio as an important
service to South Florida,” she
says.
Operations Manager
Joe Cassara has worked
with Pelleyá since 1996. He
describes her as a poster child
for Zen lifestyle - calm, introspective, and wise.
“I’ve been working with
Maggie since WDNA was a
tiny operation in a business
park, “ Cassara marvels.
“What a great adventure it has
been thus far.”
EFFORTLESS
Cassara commends
Pelleyá, claiming he has never
seen her upset, even in highpressure situations.
“She floats effortlessly
through the halls, perfectly in
tune with existence,” he says.
(Continued on page 21)

18 • CARIBBEAN TODAY • SEPTEMBER 2011

SUCCESSFUL WOMEN IN BUSINESS
~ A special Caribbean Today feature

Dr. Stephanie Young-Azan: Helping others has become her passion
JUDITH HUDSON

D

r. Stephanie YoungAzan is a child and
adolescent psychiatrist
who has made giving back her
life’s passion.
The Jamaican native
migrated to the United States in
1979, yet her heart has always
remained with the less fortunate
in her homeland. It is her passion to “make a change in the
world for the better in the time
we are here.”
She calls herself “fortunate,”
benefiting from her father’s sacrifice. Now Young-Azan’s dream is
that “every human being can be
afforded the right to an education, healthcare and the dignity
of a life without abuse and denigration.”
The idea to start working
for charity came from Dr.
Patricia Rowe-King, a friend of
Young-Azan who in 2006 persuaded her to join a mission
team with her church Holy
Sacrament. Her first charity

event for Jamaica was a tea
party of 50 ladies to raise funds
to purchase mattresses for the
Granville Place of Safety, a
home near the town of
Falmouth that is home to 90
girls. The event, she said, raised
enough money for 60 mattresses
that they delivered to the home.
Young-Azan said the mattresses were badly needed
because two to three children
were sleeping on a twin bed.
Through the “For Jamaica”
charity she has serviced 13
orphanages and shelters, which
house approximately 300 children. Earlier this year, the
fundraiser attracted close to
500 people. With money raised
from the fundraiser earlier this
year, she “plans to serve seven
facilities in the Manchester area
later” in 2011.
UPLIFTING
Young-Azan said the first
time she went on a mission trip,
it was the most uplifting experience of her life.

Young-Azan

“For me it was one of the
few truly faith filled experiences of my life,” she said. “I
was able to give without any
agenda.”
Dr. Maria Murray, a friend
of Young-Azan, describes her
as having the warmest smile
and the friendliest eyes.
“Classy yet humble and
outgoing, especially when it
comes to the goals of her nonprofit charitable organization,”
Murray said. “I have known Dr.
Young- Azan for about 20

No limits for Haitian-born lawyer
(Continued from page 17)

Bar Associations to protest and
counter the offensive stigma.
After earning a law
degree, Andre continued her
efforts to eradicate social injustice upon learning that local
congressmen were proposing
legislation to legalize Central
American and Eastern
European refugees.
“Nowhere was there a provision for Haitians,” she said,
“who were then in the midst of
political crisis and genocide.”
Andre organized Haitian
lawyers and activists to join
Congresswomen Carrie Meeks
in lobbying for the passage
of the Haitian Refugee
Immigration Fairness Act
(HRIFA) of 1998. For over
a year Andre traveled to
Washington, D.C., at her own
expense, guiding bus loads of
Haitian refugees through the
halls of Capitol Hill to lobby

the U.S. Congress.
POLITICS
Finally, Andre decided to
enter the political arena, having seen firsthand the impact
and power of effective law
making. In 2002, she became
the first Haitian American to
work in the Florida Senate as
legislative aide to State
Senator Frederica Wilson. She
also served as community outreach coordinator to U.S.
Congressman Peter Deutch
In Aug. 2007 Andre
opened her own law firm with
an emphasis in immigration,
family and real estate law, to
secure more time for herself.
“I wanted more control of
my schedule, and my time,”
she said. “You have so much
income producing years, and I
wanted to maximize my time.”
She said her family members are entrepreneurs so it
was natural for her to want to

own her own business. But
there were early struggles.
“When I opened my practice, it did not do well,” she
admitted. “It was at a time
when the country was going
through a recession.”
Andre said she had a hard
time attracting clients. Things
began turning around when she
branched out into the political
sector. She started to work on
political campaigns and
expanded her network base.
Andre appreciates that she
has come a long way and,
when asked who motivates her
now, she laughs.
“My niece,” she said. “I
want to be a role model for
her. I want to show her there is
no limits, no borders.”
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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years; I got to know her quite
well as our children attended
the same schools.”
Murray said when she first
met Azan she was immediately
fascinated by her pleasant, easy
going personality.
“I am impressed by her
dedication to solving the problems and addressing the needs
of children through her work
and through her organization,”
Murray said.
Young-Azan explaned her
mission is to serve through
charity.
“I am more comfortable in
that role than acknowledging
the recognition it engenders,”
she said.
AWARENESS
However, she appreciates
the recognition as it furthers
the awareness of the mission,
extending the outreach of the
charity. Young-Azan said that
despite her education, there are
still some struggles with being a
minority woman in the U.S.

“I have had numerous
encounters of being assumed to
be the supportive staff rather
than the doctor,” she said.
She recalled that solicitors
have come to her home, only to
look past her shoulders, asking
if the homeowner was available.
Young-Azan thanks her
family and friends, calling them
her biggest supporters. She said
her charity goals “have not
been fully realized, but are in
the process of being achieved
everyday.
“Our time is shared with
others who for inexplicable reasons are not afforded the opportunities we have,” she said.
“Therefore it is our duty to do
what we can to make it a better
place for the time we have here.”
For more information on Dr.
Young-Azan’s charity, visit
www.forjamaica.org. Next
year’s event is scheduled for
Mar. 17.

Æ

Spice of life: Hamaty-Simmonds finds the right blend
(Continued from page 17)

landed an order a for 40-foot
container of rum cakes, but
there was no warehouse to
store the product. HamatySimmonds said they rented a
refrigerated container for three
days, locked it at night, and
hired a night duty security
guard to watch the container.
“When the orders kept
coming,” she replied, “we
quickly realized that we had
better get a bigger warehouse.”
They ended up renting
another 3,000 square feet to
facilitate the orders.
Today the Tortuga Rum
Cake company warehouses
measure 24,000 square feet,
with office and warehouse
space. The company employs
20 people during the fourth
quarter and maintains a staff of
15 throughout the year.
Tortuga Imports Inc. also
offers an array of Tortugabranded gourmet products,
such as rum flavored coffee,
rum flavored fudge. Many
more products are offered
online.
The rum cakes are baked
in The Bahamas, Barbados,
Cayman and Jamaica. They are
shipped to 70 countries and
sold in gift and specialty stores
throughout North America and
the Caribbean and on over 100
cruise ships.
HONORS
Tortuga Rum Cakes have
been named “Best Cruises
Souvenir’ by Porthole Cruise
Magazine for seven consecutive
years. In 2002, Monique and

Marcus were recognized by
Gourmet News with the prestigious, biennial “20 Under 40
Award”. Monique has been recognized as one of the Top 50
Women Business Leaders in the
state of Florida by The
Commonwealth Institute and
Florida International University.
In Mar. 2011, she was honored with the Charles E. Perry
Young Alumni Visionary
Award from the FIU Alumni
Association.
Hamaty-Simmonds thanks
God for her success, strength
and wisdom.
“He has blessed me,” she
said. “I also thank my staff for
their support and hard work.
They make a profound difference towards the success of the
Tortuga Rum Cake Company.”
She also thanks her family
and her husband who motivate
her.
“(Marcus) believes in me,
but more importantly, I believe
in him,” she said. “We are a
team.”
In 10 years HamatySimmonds would like to see
Tortuga become a $100 million
global business. Even though
the business woman lives in
Grand Cayman with her husband and three children, she
confessed that her mind is
often back home (Jamaica) and
she visits often. Yet, she admits,
“if you don’t embrace change
then you will be a victim of it.”
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Marcia Barry-Smith overcomes own hurdles, excels in banking
JUDITH HUDSON

M

arcia Barry-Smith personifies hard work and
dedication materializing into self-actualization and
personal fulfillment.
However, the Jamaicanborn executive director of
BankAtlantic Foundation and
Women in Distress board member, has had her full serving of
challenges and pitfalls.
An only child, Barry-Smith
was born to Jamaican parents
who worked in the corporate
environment. This afforded her
a somewhat indulged childhood, which was regulated by
her father’s relentless insistence
on proper manners and class.
“The difference between
class and style is that you can
buy style,” he instilled in the
young Barry-Smith.
In 1980, after attending
St. Andrew High School in
Jamaica and later Trinity
College of the University of
Toronto in Canada, she moved
to the United States. She
entered the banking industry
confident the decision would
afford her a career instead of a
job. Because she majored in

sociology, not business, at
Trinity College, Barry-Smith
began her banking career at the
entry level. This humble beginning was no deterrent to the
determined Barry-Smith, who
had set her sights on moving up
by always being that much better. She worked harder than her

Barry-Smith

co-workers, mastering the difficult tasks that others shunned.
“My writing skills brought
me positive attention from
every manager I had,” she
remembers. “They would seek
me out for special projects.”
HURDLES
Barry-Smith recalls that

five years into her first banking
job, her big break came and she
was promoted to a senior officer position. Throughout her
career pursuits and advancement, Barry-Smith contended
with the negative criticisms that
came with being a woman,
black and a non-American in
the corporate world.
“The best thing you can do
with hurdles,” she advises, “is
to turn them into launching
pads.”
Barry-Smith credits her
continuous demonstration of
dignity, intelligence and a
strong work ethic, wrapped in a
certain amount of reserve, in
getting her over the hurdles of
the work environment. In her
estimation, her approach to
obstacles intrigued her colleagues and discouraged any
attempts at intimidation or
open display of prejudice. She
admits that today, even though
guarded, she is a little less
reserved.
Besides career struggles,
Barry-Smith has had to overcome the humiliating ordeal of
domestic abuse. She speaks of
that time in her life as her
biggest setback – a demeaning

Bernadette Morris: Successful and helping others
JASON WALKER

B

ernadette Morris is a
highly accomplished lady
who has found a way to
turn her passion into business
success.
Morris started and owns
the largest African American,
full-service marketing communications firm in Florida.
Sonshine Communications is
also one of the largest in the
United States. Morris also started and owns Black PR Wire,
the first and largest black
newswire distribution service in
the U.S. Black PR also serves
the Caribbean. Morris also
started and owns a non-profit
entity called Women Grow
Strong, which focuses on developing training and empowerment programs for women.
Before she started these
companies, Morris was a publicist at NPR and at PBS broadcasting stations, where she also
helped to produce programs. She
also worked with South Florida
NPR affiliate WLRN and served
as division director of public
affairs at Miami-Dade College.
All of this Morris has done
while partnering a 22-year marriage and raising two children
who are now in college.
Morris calls herself a
Miami girl, engaging and charismatic. When asked how her
career started, Morris pointed
to her time as a tutor for the
Stetson University men’s bas-

ketball team.
“I loved PR (public relations), I loved writing for the
men’s sports team at Stetson
and changed my major from
law to communication,” she
said with glee in her voice.
Morris speaks of giving the
projects her “all and then you
see the fruits of (the) labor
come to fruition; from everyday
news stories for national public

Morris

radio making a huge difference
all across the country, to creating a phenomenal book fair for
Miami Book Fair
International…you are able to
give it your own special touch.”
However, she added, there
is “nothing more rewarding
(than) when you own your own
business and you get to do
(such projects).”
STARTING OUT
So 18 years ago Morris started Sonshine Communications.

She describes the company as “a
public relations, marketing and
advertising agency” that focuses
on “campaigns that have a cause
or a message at the end of the
day.” She highlighted the Truth
Campaign (a national anti-tobacco campaign) that she, along
with other partners, created.
Sonshine Communications
became the African American
agency for the campaign and the
American Legacy campaign.
“Winning that contract
started me on a good front,”
Morris said, enjoying the memory of that achievement.
The campaign was successful, using diverse avenues to
engage the target audience.
That platform began the development of what is now a million
dollar company that is fast
becoming a standard not just in
South Florida, but across the
country. Other campaigns that
followed include “You Drink
You Drive You Lose”, “Click it
or Ticket” and the Florida
HIV/AIDS campaigns.
CHALLENGE
Morris found the biggest
challenge was showing people
that she could do the job. Also,
she had to “surround (herself)
with people that are high energy and highly creative.” To earn
success, Morris said one also
has to win the “confidence of
people that don’t know you,
(Continued on page 21)

journey for any woman.
“It diminishes your self
esteem,” she says, “destroys
dreams and hopes and often
leaves victims guilty for another’s wrong doing.”
VICTORIOUS
However, today, after 24
years in the corporate world and
an abuse survivor, Barry-Smith
calls herself victorious. She uses
her pain as a catalyst to help
other victims. As a board member of Women in Distress, she
speaks tirelessly on the subject
of domestic violence.
“I have always wanted to
help others,” she says. “I guess
in a way, this has happened.”
Barry-Smith has won
numerous awards as a successful
executive and as an active speaker against domestic violence,
including South Florida’s Most

Accomplished Black Executive,
Homeless Advocate (2006) and
Thurgood Marshall Advocacy
(2006).
She attributes her success
to her heavenly Father, earthly
father, late husband and supportive friends. She foresees a
bright future. In 10 years she
hopes to be a motivational
speaker, possibly publishing a
book of vignettes and perhaps
appearing on television.
In keeping with her passion
to stamp out the problem of
domestic violence, Barry-Smith
shares her favorite quote:
“No country can ever be
whole as long as its women
remain broken.”
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Art and pleasure: Jamaican finds joy, profit as doll-maker
JUDITH HUDSON

C

laire Powell-Taylor is an
artist and a visionary.

She is a doll maker who
creates life-like baby dolls that
leave admirers in awe.
At an early age her mother
discovered her talents. Today,
Powell-Taylor praises her
mother for encouraging her to
pursue her dream.
“When she realized that I
was artistically inclined, she
made sure that I attended special classes to nurture my talents,” she said of her mother.
Powell-Taylor was born in
Jamaica and raised in
Havendale, St. Andrew. She
attended Holy Childhood High
School. In 1980, she moved to
the United States and soon
began making dolls. At first,
she made dolls for her own
gratification, but later began
entering doll shows where she
won several awards.
Eventually, Powell-Taylor’s
love and passion for dolls motivated her to start her own busi-

ness.
“I was encouraged by
many collectors to make my
dolls available,” she said.
According to PowellTaylor, she began sculpting
porcelain dolls professionally in 1988 and started her
business in 1989. It thrived.
SETBACK
However, in 1991
Hurricane Andrew
destroyed everything. It was
a hard road to recovery.
“Being a female entre- Powell-Taylor
preneur in the doll industry
The dolls soon became
was not familiar to banks and
widely known. However, still
financial institutions,” Powellnot satisfied, Powell-Taylor
Taylor explained. “It was very
decided that she needed to credifficult to obtain a loan.”
ate life-like dolls. She started
Although forced to put her
manufacturing dolls into kits
dreams on hold, the artist confor reborn doll artists to paint
tinued to create dolls for herself.
and duplicate. A reborn doll is
In 2005, she became aware that
a
manufactured vinyl play doll
her dolls could be sold on eBay.
that has been transformed to
She began sculpting dolls again
resemble a human baby with as
and sold them online.
much
realism as possible. The
“Instead of making porceprocess
of creating a reborn
lain dolls, I sculpted OOAK,”
doll is referred to as reborning
she said, “a one of a kind doll
and the doll artists are referred
that is made of polymer clay. I
to as Reborners. Reborn dolls
created an online presence.”

are also known as either
living dolls or unliving
dolls.
Even more, Powell-Taylor
said that she later started
researching how to make
silicone dolls so that she
could make duplicates from
her sculpted originals.
“I learned to make my own
molds and began producing
for myself,” she explained.
She also noted that her silicone dolls are usually portraits of real babies and are
in limited editions of 20 or
less. They are all handmade, individually numbered.
“My dolls not only look
real, they feel real when held,”
Powell-Taylor said.
EXPANDING
Today, Powell-Taylor’s
dreams have taken her further
than she ever imagined. She
sells dolls internationally, in
places such as Japan, Australia,
the United Kingdom, Germany
and other European countries.
Her advice to other women
who want to start a business is
to find something that they love

and work within that field,
never give up, and keep working towards the goal they have
set for themselves.
“Set for yourself small realistic goals,” she cautioned, “and
keep focused on that goal.
When you have accomplished
it, set another one and work
towards it.”
Powell-Taylor explained
that a person will be able to
accomplish more in smaller
increments than when trying to
do it all at once.
“Many people say that I
am lucky because I am talented,” the artist said. “There is no
luck here; I work many hours
every day.”
Powell-Taylor said that her
philosophy in life is gratitude.
“I thank God everyday
for all his blessings,” she said
smiling. “After all, if I am
not grateful with what he has
already blessed me with, why
should he keep blessing me?”
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Petulia Schvartz overcomes challenges in a man’s world
JUDITH HUDSON

T

rinidadian-born Petulia
Schvartz, has found
success in doing what
she loves.
She moved to Miami in
1987 at age of 17, to attend
college, and now she is the
owner of Trintec Construction
Inc., founded in 1998, and
Icon Roofing, founded in
2005.
As a woman working in
construction, Schvartz has
seen her fair share of chal-

lenges. In 1994, when she
graduated with a master’s
degree in construction management, only three percent
in the construction industry
were women. That did not
deter her, as she was anxious
to get the field experience
and knowledge.
“I applied to many firms,”
she said, “and although I had
countless job offers they were
all office positions.”
Schvartz said she knew
then that she had to work on
the jobsite and learn the
trade, “or I would never be

successful in
construction.
“I was
fortunate to
finally get a
job supervising a jobsite,”
she said.
Being a
Schvartz
woman in
construction has setbacks.
Schvartz said she had to work
harder to gain the respect of
her peers, and prove that she
had the expertise.
“However, I think that is
what enables me to be suc-

cessful,” she said. “I did not
try to compete as a man in a
predominately male industry.”
Schvartz said that if she
had tried to compete as a man
she would fail.
“I am a woman, and I
bring to construction the skills
that I have as a woman,” she
said.
ADAPTING
Like most successful
woman, Schvartz did not start
out doing what she loves. She
tried interior design, as she
had always wanted to create

tangible, visible results. She
worked with Neal & Massey in
the design department
“I was assigned to supervise the installation of interiors and the creation of the
design that we had proposed
on paper,” she said.
It was at that time she
was exposed to the construction process on the sites. She
became enthralled with it. She
then made the decision to go
back to school to study construction management.
(Continued on page 21)
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Petulia Schvartz overcomes
challenges in a man’s world
(Continued from page 20)

“I was one of two women
in that year that had that
degree,” she said.
After graduation Schvartz
did not want to start her companies right a way. She
instead opted to learn more
about her craft.
“I was focus and dedicated to learn more about the
industry, and find my footing,” she said.
It wasn’t until the company that she worked for was
restructuring, due to ownership change, that the opportunity presented itself, faced
with finding a new job or
starting a new business.
“I decided to give it my
best shot,” she said. “I think
that sometime we want to
believe that we are the driver
of our path, but our destiny is
not in our hands.”
For other minority
women who want to start
their own business Schvartz
advice is that she never over
analyzed her plan to start a
business, she would have convinced herself that it would
not work.
“I would not have taken
the risk,” she said. “And I
would have stayed in my comfort zone.”
CONVICTION
Schvartz had opportunity,
desire and the knowledge and
expertise she needed.
“I pursued my business
with my whole heart and with
a conviction that failure was
not even a possible outcome,”
she said.

Some 13 years later her
company has grown to
include 18 full time employees and one part time. It has
averaged annual revenues of
$3 million. Schvartz expressed
gratitude to her parents for
giving her the opportunity to
get an education and the
drive to be successful. She
also credited the professional
relationships she formed
while working. Schvartz said
people went out of their way
to assist her in the early days,
and were integral in her success.
“I believe in treating
everyone with great respect,”
she said. “Also with a smile,
and this has been a great asset
to me in the growth of my
business.”
Today Schvartz has also
diversified her operations and
formed a joint venture in
which she is providing property management, maintenance,
landscaping and janitorial
services to commercial and
residential properties. This is
a part of the continued
growth that is necessary in a
changing economy.
“At this time all the companies that are still moving
forward and growing, are
doing this based on decisive
moves by management to be
sure that we are constantly
growing and reinventing the
way we do business,” Schvartz
said.
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Lawyer’s life: Jennifer Miller establishes legal foothold in U.S., Caribbean
JUDITH HUDSON

S

ome eight-year-old girls
dream of dolls and fancy
dresses, but Jennifer Miller
always dreamed of one day
becoming an attorney, a role she
said she prepared for since high
school by focusing on law-related classes.
Miller attended the
University of Florida, where
she earned a bachelor’s degree.
She also earned a doctorate at
the school’s College of Law.
Many people who know the
attorney describe her as one
with a strong work ethic, an
essential quality that she uses to
keep her law firm afloat. Her
talents were recognized quickly.
In 2002, just five years out of
law school, Miller was made
partner at the firm Houck,
Hamilton and Anderson.
“My love for the law motivated me to study,” she said. “I
perfected my craft at an early
stage and it paid off.”
She said she was given the
opportunity to start practicing
law in a great environment with
young ambitious attorneys.
“I arrived at work everyday
at 6:30 a.m. before first partner
started working,” she said. “I
left after 9 p.m. at night, after
the last partner left.”

BRANCHING OUT
In 2006, Miller and her
partner Jerry Hamilton, along
with three other attorneys,
branched out to start the firm
Hamilton, Miller and Birthisel.
That was another dream of hers.
“I started my own law firm
to have the freedom to one, offer
a diverse level of service to the
firm’s clients,” she says, “two, to
support families in the legal community from Caribbean back-

ground, and three, offer services
to our clients throughout the
Caribbean.”
Partner Hamilton says moving away from Houck, Hamilton
and Anderson wasn’t easy.
“It was difficult because we
were leaving a bigger firm and
going to start a smaller firm,” he
explains.
Hamilton says their old
partners
were
established in
the community
and they
were not.
“They
fit in, we
did not,”
he says.
Miller
“We had
to work hard to get our name
out there and establish ourselves
as a force to be reckoned with.”
Miller says it took her nine
years to own and manage her
business. The life of a lawyer,
she explains, has setbacks
because of the long hours and
the many days away from
home. It also has its struggles.
“When I walk into a courtroom, trial, mediation or a deposition, I am usually the only
person of color,” she says.
She is also usually the only
woman and the youngest person
there.
“I am typically underestimated based upon that fact,”
she says.
PROVE
Miller says she never gets
discouraged and she doesn’t
carry a chip on her shoulder.
She simply goes in knowing that
she has a lot to overcome.
She doesn’t focus on her-

self; rather she focuses on her
clients. That gets her through
the difficulty situations.
Miller praises her 98-yearold grandmother, who came to
the U.S. from Cuba 60 years ago.
“She raised four girls all by
herself,” Miller recalls. “She
instilled in them and us, the
value of our education.”
The attorney says her
grandmother motivates her
because she was the one who
told her to “reach for the stars.”
The long journey has paid
off for Miller, the dream that
she had as a child has borne
fruit. Today her law firm has
27 lawyers with offices in five
cities: Miami, Fort Lauderdale,
Tampa, St. Thomas (U.S. Virgin
Islands) and Kingston, Jamaica.
The firm has over 50 employees.
Many represent the Caribbean.
Miller says an essential key
to being a good lawyer is having
balance. Eating healthy, exercising, travelling, taking time for
her self and being with friends
and family is what brings that.
Then there are the wise words
that get her through the day: “I
can do all things through Christ
who strengthen me.”
Her future plans are to
open more law offices in the
Caribbean and throughout
Florida. Her wish is to see more
Caribbean people represented
in positions of power in the
U.S., representing the strength
of the islands at the highest levels of government and the highest levels of business.
“My wish is for health and
prosperity for all people,” Miller
says.
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Bernadette Morris: Successful and helping others
(Continued from page 19)

especially when you are across
the country.
“(One has) to show that
you are very serious about what
you are doing,” she explained.
Morris also stressed that
one has to earn the “confidence
you have to build in your
clients, but once you build it
it’s there and then you have to
work to keep it.”
She said she maintains
success by being a workaholic,
putting in long days and being
focus driven. She is able to
achieve because she loves what
she is doing.
In time, Morris noticed that
she knew more black media
than the traditional newswires
did, so started an online company called Black PR Web, which
distributes press releases to
African American and
Caribbean newspapers, magazines, radio and television sta-

tions.
“I am very happy in knowing that there are key messages
and services that are going
directly to the black community,” sai Morris. “In addition to
reaching and penetrating the
black media, we also work very
closely with black stake holders,
organizations and groups.”
Black PR Web has been so
effective in the U.S. and the
Caribbean, there is demand for
it from black media in Europe.
HELPING HAND
Morris remembers when
she started her career she could
find no women who could help
or guide her. So she started a
“third business; this one is my
very first non-profit; it is called
Women Grow Strong and it’s an
empowerment company slash
ministry that I created three
years ago…and Women Grows
Strong helps train and equip

women and young girls to be
successful in business. I started
it because I realized that there
were a lot of women who did
not know the ropes! I did not
have that!”
Women Grow Strong conducts empowerment and training sessions. It has helped over
600 women. Morris’s goal is
reaching 1,000. She ensures sessions are diverse, with experts
speaking about health, eating,
personal finances and more.
She does the presentations on
business empowerment. Morris,
through grants, donations and
money out of her pocket tries
to keep the event free.
Morris has shown
amazing ability to recognize a
need and how to fill it. She has
also made sure that the need is
in an area she loves so it is easier to do the work necessary for
success. She still keeps herself
focused on personal goals: the

success of her family. Morris
wants her children to succeed
during and after school. She
also wants to join her husband
in opening a Christian retreat
focused on helping “couples
and people just reconnect with
themselves and understand the
value of Godly living and

Christian character in business.
“…I want to help businesses and help people succeed,”
said Morris.
Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Talk radio: Maggie Pelleyá...
(Continued from page 17)

“Some general managers
in the radio business, especially in South Florida, are not
generally people of high moral
fiber,” he admits. “Maggie is
the complete opposite of the
prototypical GM; she is fabulous.”
Pelleyá reveals that in her
spare time she loves spending
time with her husband of 33
years and their two sons. She

also likes to read literature, listen to music, cook and spend
time in her tropical garden.
When asked where she
would like to see her business
in 10 years, Pelleyá laughs.
“Without a mortgage, and
providing an indispensible
source of music education to
our community,” she says.
Judith Hudson is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Lionfish poses big problems for U.S., Caribbean
MIAMI, Florida – By name
and nature, the lionfish, a
non-native predatory fish, is
taking over the marine waters
of the southeastern United
States and the Caribbean and
may spell trouble for reef
environments and popular
table fare, including grouper
and snapper, according to scientists here.
First sighted in the
Americas 1985 off
Florida’s southeast coast,
scientists speculate lionfish slipped from someone’s aquarium into the
marine waters, said
Martha Bademan, an
environmental specialist
with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s Division of
Marine Fisheries
Lionfish
Management.
Since then, lionfish has
become established on the
American eastern seaboard and
have expanded throughout the
Caribbean, she said. Scientists
believe that juvenile lionfish from
Caribbean lionfish populations
are carried by ocean currents to
Florida waters.
The colorful fish, originally native to Indo-Pacific
waters, grows 12 to 15 inches

long and breeds heavily. The
females can spawn several
times per month and release
up to 30,000 eggs every four
days per spawn.
CONCERNS
As lionfish grow, they
switch their diet from marine
invertebrates to fish, sparking

the scientists concerns,
according to Bademan.
“They are eating native
fish and competing with native
predatory fish such as grouper
and snapper,” she said.
Lionfish, voracious hunters
that herd, corner and swallow
their prey whole, have few natural predators and bring more
bad news to a region already
under stress from over fishing

and climate change.
Scientists say the lionfish
poses a major threat to the
Caribbean’s delicate coral reef
ecosystems by lessening the
chances of survival for a wide
range of native reef-dwellers
either by eating them or competing with them for food.
Native grouper may prey
on lionfish, but the species
has been over fished and
may have little impact on
the invasive lionfish on coral
reefs, according to a team
of Oregon State University
researchers attached to the
National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) undersea research
program.
“They are also likely to
have a negative impact on
overall reef habitat, since they
feed on herbivorous fish that
keep the algae in check on the
reefs,” said Bademan.
Bademan said one of the
best things fisher folk and
divers can do is to collect and
remove the fish. However, she
warned against handling lionfish with bare hands, as they
had venomous glands in its
dorsal, pelvic and anal spines.
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Human waste killing Caribbean corals
MIAMI, Florida – A new
study says human sewage is
killing coral found in the
Florida Keys and other areas
of the Caribbean.
Scientists with the
University of Georgia and
Rollins College in Florida
say that human sewage is
the source of a coral-killing
pathogen that causes white pox
disease found in Caribbean
elkhorn coral. They say the
bacterium from humans is now
rampaging through coral reefs
in the Caribbean.
Scientist say those reefs
were already in slow decline,
but they took a huge hit starting in 1996, when white pox
appeared in the Florida Keys.
“Since that time, elkhorn
coral — the species it affects
— has declined 88 percent in
the Florida Keys,” said
Kathryn Sutherland, a reef
ecologist at Rollins College in
Florida. “And we’ve seen similar declines elsewhere in the
Caribbean.”
The coral is named for its
resemblance to elk antlers,
and is among the most important reef-building species in
the Caribbean.
CULPRIT
Sutherland and her colleagues soon found a culprit
for the die-off — a bacterium
called Serratia marcescens. It
also happens to cause disease

in human beings, notably hospital infections. But the scientists couldn’t prove cause and
effect.
“In 2002, we could only
speculate that human waste
was the source of the pathogen
because the pathogen is also
found in the guts of other animals,” such as deer,”
Sutherland said.
She said she and some

co-author of the study.
“This is a very rare and
unusual evolutionary triple
jump,” said Porter, adding
that the bacterium “went from
humans to the lower invertebrates — coral. It went from
the terrestrial environment to
the marine environment. And
then it went from the anaerobic [low oxygen] conditions of
our stomach to the fully oxy-

CTO launches ‘home is the Caribbean’
NEW YORK - Caribbean
nationals in the United States
and across the diaspora are
being urged to “Rediscover
Home”.
The call came from officials of the Caribbean Tourism
Organization (CTO), which
recently announced a yearlong program of “rediscovery”
of the region that is targeted
to overseas-based Caribbean
nationals.
“Home is the Caribbean.
That’s the message,” said
Johnson Johnrose, communications specialist at CTO
headquarters in Barbados.
He disclosed that the plan
of action is for a year-long build
up that will include the eventual creation of a Caribbean discount card for diaspora nationals travelling to the region to
receive a variety of benefits,
including discounts on hotel
stays, car rentals, airline travel,
tours and shopping.

He also announced that
the program will include a
marketing campaign targeted
to diaspora media resulting in
the eventual launch of a
Caribbean diaspora conference, a Caribbean Diaspora
Awards ceremony that is on
par with the Emmy’s and
Oscar awards, and a push to
engage Caribbean celebrities
to also rediscover home.
The first phase in the program, unveiling a website targeted specifically to the diaspora and titled “One Caribbean
Diaspora”, was launched
recently.
The site, http://onecaribbeandiaspora.com/, was developed by New York-based,
Caribbean-owned digital
media company Hard Beat
Communications, in collaboration with Caymana Consulting.
- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

U.S. State Department issues new
travel warning for Haiti
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States last month
issued new travel warning for
American citizens travelling to
or living in Haiti, cautioning
them of a raft of problems
plaguing the country from
poor infrastructure and security to corruption and violence.
The new warning replaces
one issued on Jan. 20, “to consolidate and update information regarding the critical
crime level, renewed cholera
outbreak, lack of adequate
infrastructure - particularly in
medical facilities, seasonal
severe inclement weather, and
limited police protection”, the
U.S. State Department noted.
The U.S. foreign ministry
advised Americans to consider
carefully all travel to Haiti and
preferred travel that is “fully
supported by organizations

with solid infrastructure, evacuation options, and medical
support systems in place” to
travel in without such support
structures in place.
The advisory continued:
“No one is safe from kidnapping, regardless of occupation,
nationality, race, gender, or
age. In a number of cases this
past year, travelers arriving in
Port-au-Prince on flights from
the United States were
attacked and robbed shortly
after departing the airport”.
It noted that at least two
U.S. citizens were shot and killed
in such incidents. The State
Department said Haitian authorities have limited capacity to
deter or investigate such violent
acts, or prosecute perpetrators.
- Edited from CMC.
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Britain delays tax hike for
Caribbean travel until April 2012

The Caribbean elkhorn coral is under threat from white pox disease.

colleagues exposed the coral
in the laboratory to bacteria
extracted from sewage.
Traditionally, scientists
think of diseases moving from
animals to humans, but “this
is almost a man-bites-dog
story,” said James Porter at
the University of Georgia, a

genated conditions on the
reef.”
Porter said they are still
trying to explain exactly how
the bacterium makes coral
sick, and why white pox
appeared so suddenly and
viciously.

Æ

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – The Caribbean has welcomed the decision by the British
government to postpone, until
April next year, an increase in the
controversial Air Passenger Tax
(APD) that the region has
argued seriously undermines its
vital tourism sector.
Chancellor George
Osborne, in presenting the
United Kingdom coalition
government’s budget recently,
announced a delay on increasing the tax further until April
2012 due to “hefty” rises in
the tax last year. The chancellor appears to have bowed to
pressure from the travel

industry, which has campaigned heavily for the
charges not to rise.
APD has increased every
year in line with inflation
since 2007 and is already up to
8.5 times more than the
European average.
Before Nov. 2010, each
economy class traveler to the
Caribbean paid £50 ($77) in
APD, but that tax was
increased to £75 ($115) - the
second in as many years. The
levy for premium economy,
business and first class passengers rose from £100 ($154) to
£150 ($291).
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MISCELLANEOUS
AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo! SAVE when
you bundle Internet+Phone+TV and get up to
$300 BACK! (Select plans). Limited Time Call
NOW! 1-877-265-1754
DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE:
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for
3mo + FREE NFL Sunday Ticket
w/Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! From
$29.99/mo Limited Offer
Call: 888-420-9466
Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising
money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL * 4-Room
Digital Satellite system installed for Free and
programming starting at $19.99/mo. Free
HD/DVR upgrade for new callers, So Call Now.
1-800-795-7279
SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with
Warranty, 3 Pumps, LED lighting, Ozone
Deluxe Cover, maintenance free cabinet.
Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice $8995.
Can deliver. 727-851-3217
VONAGE Unlimited Calls in U.S. & 60
Countries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT! $14.99
For 3 Months! Then ONLY $25.99/mo. Plus
FREE Activation. Call 888-734-1505
WANTED All Motorcycles Pre-1980 Running or
Not Cash Paid 315-569-8094
WANTED YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS.
Unexpired. We buy Any Kind/Brand. Pay up to
$18.00 per box. Shipping Paid. Habalamos
Espanol. Call 1-800-267-9895
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS
Abortion Not an Option? Consider Adoption. It’s
a Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned
Pregnancy. Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Loving, Financially Secure Families Await.
1-877-341-1309 Atty Ellen
Kaplan (#0875228)
ADOPTION 866-633-0397 Unplanned
Pregnancy? Provide your baby with a loving, financially secure family.
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses paid.
Social worker on staff.
Call compassionate attorney
Lauren Feingold (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7
ADOPTION 888-812-3678 All Expenses Paid.
Choose a Loving, Financially Secure family
for your child 24 Hrs 7 Days Caring &
Confidential. Attorney Amy Hickman.
(Lic. #832340)
*DIVORCE* BANKRUPTCY Starting at $65 *1
Signature Divorce *Missing Spouse Divorce
“We Come to you!” 1-888-705-7221 Since1992
LOVING ADOPTIONS GIVE YOUR BABY
THE BEST IN LIFE! Loving, Financially
Secure Families Waiting to Adopt. Former
Birth Mothers On Staff Living & Medical
Expenses Paid Jodi Rutstein, an
Attorney/Social Worker Truly Cares about
You!! 1-800-852-0041 #133050
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES
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PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions. 866-413-6298. License
#100013125

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION
AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified - Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
866-314-6283
AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS
Graduate in 14 Months. FAAApproved; financial
aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call
National Aviation Academy Today! 1-800-6592080 or NAA.edu
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MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn up to $150 per
day. Under cover Shoppers needed to judge
retail and dining establishments Exp Not Re.
Call 1-888-601-4861
NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. Info.
1-985-646-1700 DEPT. FL-820
OFFICE ASSISTANT/CLERK NEEDED
Dependable, hard-working, self-motivating.
File purging, Contractors, Appointments, Travel,
Office & Computer, Prescriptions
admin@evaluationshoppers.com

FINANCIAL

$1380 weekly guaranteed. Stuff envelopes at
home. FT/PT. No experience necessary.
Deposit requiredrefundable.
1-888-206-2616

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least
62 years old? Stay in your home & Increase
cash flow! Safe & Effective! Call Now for your
FREE DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309

$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Frac Sand Haulers with
complete bulk pneumatic rigs only. Relocate to
Texas for tons of work. Fuel/Quick
Pay available. 800-491-9029

REVERSE MORTGAGES - Draw all eligible
cash out of your home & eliminate mortgage
payments FOREVER! For Seniors 62 and
older! Government insured. No credit/ income
requirements. Free catalog.
1-888-660-3033 All Island Mortgage.
www.allislandmortgage.com

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE
GIGANTIC MIRRORS Jobsite Leftovers, Brand
New, Perfect Condition, 48”x100” (7), $115
each; 60”x100” (8) $140 each; 72”x100” (11),
$165 each. Free delivery. 1-800-473-0619.
METAL ROOFING & STEEL BUILDINGS.
Save $$$ buy direct from manufacturer.
20 colors in stock with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26 ga. panels. Carports, horse barns,
shop ports. Completely turn key jobs. All
Steel Buildings, Gibsonton, Florida. 1-800331-8341. www.allsteel-buildings.com
TWIN VEE CATAMARANS 17’ Classic60Honda-Trl Sold 19’ Bay Cat-115Suzuki-Trl
$24,795 Less 10% 22’ Bay Cat-140Suzuki-Trl
$31,595 Less 10% Astor Marine 24535 State
Rd 40 Astor, FL 32102
352-759-3655
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ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a
Free Talking Meter and diabetic testing supplies
at No Cost, plus Free home delivery! Best of
all, this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!
Call 888-377-3536
Local STD/HIV Testing Did you know you can
have an STD and show no symptoms? Early
detection and treatment can prevent permanent
damage? Highest levels of privacy and discretion. Call 1-888-587-0776
Lose up to 40LBS/40Days! with MPH Drops.
Simple, Easy Rapid Fat Loss, Sleep better,
More Energy! Safe for Men/Women
www.mphdrops.com Enter Coupon:"save55"
Looking for Distributers
STD TESTING Simple At-Home Test or Local
Lab Testing Facilities Near You. No Records.
FDA Certified. No Doctors’ Office Visits.
Call 1-866-568-8945

AUTOMOBILES
AAAA** Donations! Donate Your Car Boat or
Real Estate, IRS Tax Deductible.Free PickUp/Tow Any Model/Condition Help Under privileged Children Outreach Center.
800-597-9411.
CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer:
1-800-871-9638
Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery
Coupons, NOAH'S ARC Support No Kill
Shelters, Research to Advance Veterinary
Treatments FREE TOWING, Tax Deductible,
Non-Runners Accepted 1-866-912-Give
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-703-7226

FALL BACK WITH US! New Smyrna Beach,
Florida. Stay a week or longer, plan a beach
wedding, family reunion. See it all
www.NSBFLA.com/Specials, 1-800-214-1906
GEORGIA - ESCAPE TROPICAL STORMS,
HURRICANES& HEAT! Beautiful weather, year
round. Low Taxes. Homesites/Mini-Farms:
1.25acs to 20acs. from $2000/acre. Near
Augusta & Macon. Owner Financing
from $199/mo. 706-364-4200
JENKINS COUNTY, GEORGIA - 69 Acres,
$995/acre. Excellent deer hunting,
surrounded by timberland and
farms. Buy direct from owner! 478-967-2112

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS from
Home! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! No
Experience! Top US Company! Glue Gun,
Painting, Jewelry, More! Call 1-860-482-3955

TENNESSEE BY OWNER. 5 ACRES, part
open, part wooded, beautiful cabin site w/
views, new survey, Fentress County, $22,900.
Owner Financing Available. Call 931-265-7697

CUSTOMER SERVICE EVALUATOR
Multi-task and Computer Literate.
Valid ID. Earn $400/week.
Email: customershopperevaluator@live.com

20 ACRE LAND FORECLOSURES - $0 Down,
Take Over $99/mo. Was $16,900, Now
$12,900! Near Booming El Paso Texas.
Beautiful Views, Owner Financing, Money Back
Guarantee. Free Color Brochure 1800-843-7537 www.sunsetranches.com

Movie Extras Stand in the Background For
Major Film Production. Earn up to $300/day.
Experience Not Required. All looks needed.
Speak to a Live Person.
For Details 888/664-5279.

D

CRAWFORD COUNTY GEORGIA - 221 Acres
- $995/acre. Flint River area, great hunting,
hardwood area, private. stregispaper.com
478-987-9700 St. Regis Paper Co.

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS Needed immediately for upcoming roles $150 - $300 per day
depending on job requirements. No experience,
all looks needed. 1-800-951-3584 A-105. For
casting times /locations.

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Earn $12 - $48 per hour / No Experience Full
Benefits / Paid Training 1-866477-4953, Ext. 57 Now Hiring!!

A

Available Now 2-4 Bedroom Homes. Take Over
Payments. No Money Down. No Credit check!
Call Now 1-888-270-0372

LAKEFRONT BARGAIN! 1+ Acres - only
$49,900 DOCKABLE DEEPWATER!
Was $89,900. Prime lakefront parcel with
direct access to Gulf. On 12,000 acre
recreational lake covered in huge live oaks!
Close to the city. Paved roads, county water,
power, phone, community boat launch.
Excellent financing.
Call now 1-866-952-5302

HELPWANTED

D

HEALTH/MEDICAL
ARE YOU A DIABETIC? Join Americas
Diabetic Savings Club. It’s FREE! Get great
discounts on products/services.
Call 1-888-436-0414 to get your Free Diabetic
bracelet. www.DiabeticSavingsClub.com.

CENTURY VILLAGE CONDO
FOR RENT OR SALE
2 BEDROOMS, 1 1/2 BATH, GROUND FLOOR
Tile throughout, Semi Furnished or Not,
Freshly Painted, Lots of Amenities

954-432-1322 Evenings
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