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Reggae and dancehall star
Buju Banton last month waved
goodbye to his freedom after
he was sentenced to years in
prison for involvement in ille-
gal drugs in the United States,
page 4.

Don’t get Erwin de Vries
going about topics he consid-
ers cliché - like the fact that
he has themed much of his
prized artwork erotically.
Suriname’s master artist still
has that quick wit that will
keep you on your toes, page 8.

T H E  M U LT I  AWA R D - W I N N I N G  N E W S  M A G A Z I N E

Jamaican American pop
artiste Sean Kingston is giving
a shout out to his fans every-
where, to let them know he is
out and about, doing much
better following a recent acci-
dent that sent him to the hos-
pital in Florida, page 11.

~ A computer glitch is
being blamed for dashing
the hopes of Caribbean
nationals who thought
they had won the chance
to become permanent
residents of the United
States, page 5.

~ Jamaica celebrates its
49th Independence soon.
This month Caribbean Today
has its eyes on happenings
involving the people from
the island that’s “little but
tallawah” in our annual
Jamaica supplement, 
starting on page 12.
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NEW YORK – A Haitian
woman has filed a $25 million
lawsuit against a fraternity at
an elite university claiming
her only child was killed in a
hazing ritual.

Marie Lourdes André, a
widow living in Brooklyn,
charges in the suit filed in
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
late last month that members
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon at
Cornell University in the
Bronx, New York kidnapped
her son, George Desdunes,
bound him with plastic zip ties
and forced him to consume a
lot of alcohol.

The suit claims that
Desdunes’s blood-alcohol

level was five times the legal
driving limit several hours
after he was dumped on 
a couch by his fraternity
brothers. André claims that
Desdunes was “intoxicated to
the point of oblivion” and was
left to die with his wrists and
ankles bound.

The suit also alleges that
when an unresponsive
Desdunes was discovered, an
attempt was made to cover up
the matter by removing the
zip ties.

‘COMFORT’
The fraternity was sup-

posed to be monitored by its
national organization after

Cornell officials “discovered a
manual purportedly requiring
new members to clean vomit
out of a car, purchase illegal
drugs and perform sex acts,”
according to court papers.

“With the death of my
son, I find some comfort in
knowing that this lawsuit may
bring about changes in frater-
nities that will prevent other
families from suffering as I
have,” André said.

The suit says that
Desdunes was already a 
full-fledged member on 
Feb. 25, when he called his
fraternity brothers for a ride
and instead was abducted.

Members who miss a
question are “compelled to
drink alcohol, often while
blindfolded and tied up,”
according to court papers.

“Hazing is wrong,
immoral and extremely dan-
gerous to the well-being of the
fraternity members,” said
André’s lawyer William
Friedlander after filing 
the suit.

Æ

NEW YORK – A host of
local and state officials have
joined civic groups in appeals
to the United States federal
government to reach a solu-
tion on the immigration status
of hundreds of Caribbean
teachers.

The officials and groups
urged the federal government
to do more to help the teach-
ers and their families obtain
permanent U.S. residency.
Originally recruited in 2001 by
New York’s Department of
Education to teach in the
city’s sprawling public school
system, with the promise of a
path to citizenship, hundreds
of Caribbean teachers say
they have struggled for a solu-
tion to their permanent resi-
dency status.

They claim that they, as
well as their spouses and chil-
dren, are currently living
under the threat of deporta-
tion after building their lives
in the U.S. over the last 10
years.

“New York City cannot
afford to lose any teachers,
much less the approximately
500 fine Caribbean educators
that were recruited with the
promise of a path to perma-
nent residency and are now 
at risk for deportation,” 
said Grenadian-American
Councilman Jumaane
Williams, as officials, the
groups and teachers rallied on
the steps of City Hall in lower
Manhattan late last month.

“For over a decade, these

teachers and their families
have been in a legal struggle,
fighting to stay in this city and
build a life,” added Williams,
who recently introduced a res-
olution urging assistance from
the administration on behalf
of the teachers.

“Now, it finally seems that
the DOE (Department of
Education) is ready to partner
with our efforts to find resolu-
tion to this impending crisis.
Time is still of the essence
though, and we cannot rest
until the Caribbean teachers

and their families are safely
on the road to permanent resi-
dency.”

SUPPORT
Manhattan Borough

President Scott Stringer
echoed his support, saying
that the teachers had kept
their promises to the 1.1 mil-
lion public school students of
New York City and it was
time to make good on promis-

es made to them.
“I applaud The Black

Institute, Council Member
Jumaane Williams and his col-
leagues for their leadership on
this crucial issue impacting
over 500 teachers who came
to this country from the
Caribbean to educate a new
generation of New Yorkers,
and have been faced with so
many obstacles in return,” 
he said.

“I also want to express my
gratitude to (Schools)
Chancellor (Dennis) Walcott
and the Department of
Education for their coopera-
tion with elected officials and
willingness to resolve this
issue swiftly,” Stringer added.
“These individuals were
recruited by the City of New
York, and the city has a
responsibility to help them
navigate a pathway to perma-
nent citizenship.”

Similar sentiments were
expressed by United Federal
of Teachers (UFT) President
Michael Mulgrew who said
the teachers had spent years
helping New York City’s stu-
dents and fighting for schools
every day and “we need to
stand up for them when they
need us most.”

STRIDES
President of the non-prof-

it The Black Institute, Bertha
Lewis, which has led the cam-
paign to create awareness

around the “broken promises”
to Caribbean teachers, said
that working with the UFT,
community groups, and the
Department of Education,
great strides have been made
toward justice for the teach-
ers, though the work is still
not done.

The Jamaican-born chair-
person of the Association of
International Educators,
Judith Hall, added that she
foresees the momentum being
maintained “to seek the kind

of redress we have long await-
ed.”

The Office of New York
City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said the adminis-
tration has begun “making
strides” in its efforts to offer a
long-term solution for the
hundreds of Caribbean teach-
ers stuck in this situation.

“The Mayor’s Office 
and the New York City

Department of Education rec-
ognize the vital contributions
of international teachers to
New York City’s schools and
New York City’s schoolchild-
ren,” said Commissioner
Fatima Shama of the Mayor’s
Office of Immigrant Affairs.
“We are committed to identi-
fying and working for practi-
cal solutions that will provide
permanent residency for our
international teachers.”  

In 2001, the DOE tried 
to address a local teacher
shortage by recruiting quali-
fied educators from a dozen
Caribbean islands and placing
ads in several local newspa-
pers, including those in
Jamaica, Guyana and Trinidad
and Tobago.

More than 700 immigrants
came here in hopes of becom-
ing permanent U.S. citizens,
but so far only 276 have
achieved that, city figures show.

“It’s hard to wake up
every morning not knowing
what your future will be,” 
said Kevin Lowe, 26, the son
of a teacher who came from
Guyana. “We just want to
continue living in a place
where we’ve built our lives.” 

PROMISES
U.S. Congress members

have voiced their support and
commitment to finding a solu-
tion to the teacher issue.

Haitian files $25M lawsuit claiming
son died during hazing at university 

Calls heighten for change in immigration status of Caribbean teachers
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LOS ANGELES, California –
The Caribbean-born doctor
for the late Michael Jackson is
asking a judge to throw out a
wrongful death lawsuit, claim-
ing the King of Pop was
responsible for his own death.

Grenada-born Dr. Conrad
Murray said
Jackson’s
father Joe
Jackson’s law-
suit against
him has no
merit since the
famed singer
self-adminis-
tered the
drugs that
killed him.

The singer died of acute
Propofol intoxication in June
2009 while under Murray’s
care at his Los Angeles home.
Joe Jackson has slapped
Murray with a civil lawsuit
claiming the doctor had not
given emergency room atten-
dants his patient’s medical his-
tory and only admitted to
administering three drugs to
Michael, not mentioning

Propofol.
A postmortem subse-

quently found that the singer
had a cocktail of different
drugs in his system when he
died.

But lawyers for Dr.
Murray insist that Michael
was taking the drug without
the doctor’s knowledge, and
on the day of his death he
“clandestinely self-adminis-
tered or self-ingested such
medications” and “is compar-
atively responsible for his own
death.”

Murray is also awaiting
trial on involuntary manslaugh-
ter of Michael Jackson. A
judge is expected to decide a
start date for that trial on July
12, even as Michael’s sister,
Latoya, told several talk shows
recently that Murray is the fall
guy in what she called “the
murder” of her brother.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Michael Jackson’s doctor asks
judge to dismiss dad’s lawsuit

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
United States government 
has presented its sentencing
recommendation to a judge
here in its case against the
Jamaican-born Karl Rodney,
publisher of the New York-
based Carib News.

Rodney could walk or
face up to six months in jail
under the recommendation
presented June 29 by U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ)
lawyers.

According to court
records obtained by New
Americas, “the Probation

Office correctly calculated the
adjusted offense level under
the Guidelines for a felony
charge of making false state-
ments in violation of (U.S.
laws) (making) …the advisory
sentencing range for the
defendant’s offense is there-
fore a 0 to 6-month sentence”,
the recommendation stated.

But the memorandum
presented to the judge by Jack
Smith, chief of the Public
Integrity Section of the DOJ,
calls for a sentence within the
guidelines that would reflect
the serious “nature and cir-

cumstances of the offense” as
well the need “to promote
respect for the law” and “to
afford adequate deterrence.

“The defendant’s offense
has serious implications for
the public,
undermining
public confi-
dence in elect-
ed representa-
tives and in
the legitimacy
of Members’
travel on offi-
cial business”,
added the
memo. “Furthermore, the
defendant showed substantial
disrespect for the law when,
after filing false statements in
two distinct Sponsor Forms,
he continued to conceal the
funding for Member trips by

‘falsely testifying’ before the
subcommittee, under oath
when confronted by the Ethics
Committee.

“Accordingly, the defen-
dant’s sentence should ade-
quately address the serious-
ness of the offense as well as
promote deterrence among
other private sponsors of
Member travel who may be
tempted to conceal funding
received from prohibited
sources”.

GUILTY PLEA
On Mar. 14, Rodney

pleaded guilty to one count 
of lying to Congress. Federal
prosecutors said over the
course of two years Rodney
repeatedly deceived members
of Congress and the Ethics
Committee about the source

of funding for trips to his con-
ferences in the Caribbean
organized by his Carib News
Foundation. Specifically, they
said, he submitted forms certi-
fying that his foundation was
the sole sponsor of the mem-
bers’ trips to the conferences
when, as the defendant well
knew, the trips were paid for
by foreign governments.

In addition, in 2007, he
gave members airline tickets
that were provided by a pro-
hibited corporate source.
Further, the feds said, when
Rodney was confronted by
the Ethics Committee about
the funding for the trips he
continued to conceal the true
source of funding.

The U.S. House of

TAMPA, Florida – Grammy
award-winning reggae artiste
Buju Banton has been sen-
tenced to 10 years in United
States federal prison for con-
spiring to set up a cocaine deal
in 2009.

Buju is to serve his 
sentence at the Federal
Correctional Institution prison
in Miami, followed by five
years of probation, U.S.
District Court Judge James
Moody ruled late last month.

Banton, 37, whose real
name is Mark Myrie, was
found guilty in February of
conspiring to negotiate a drug
deal in a police-controlled
warehouse in Florida.

The reggae icon, who has
been in custody since his arrest
in Dec. 2009, faced a mandato-
ry minimum sentence of 15
years in prison. The sentence
was reduced to 10 years after
the judge threw out a gun
charge.

“This is a sad day for Mr.
Myrie. This is a sad day for
Jamaica,” said defense attor-
ney David Markus. “He’s a
good man who has done great
things in his life.”

The day before his trial
began on Valentine’s Day, he

won a Grammy for “Best
Reggae Album”of 2010 for
“Before the Dawn”.

GUILTY
Banton was found guilty

of conspiracy to possess with
the intent to distribute five
kilograms of cocaine, posses-
sion of a firearm in further-
ance of a drug
trafficking
offence and
using a tele-
phone to facili-
tate a drug
trafficking
offence. He
was found not
guilty of
attempted
cocaine possession.

Relatives, friends, support-
ers and fans pleaded for
leniency in dozens of letters 
to Judge Moody. They includ-
ed some of Banton’s 15 chil-
dren, fellow reggae artistes, a
former Jamaican government
official and a National
Basketball Association player.

African American actor
Danny Glover also wrote the
judge, calling Banton a “role
model, philanthropist and spir-
itual leader in the community.

“Your honor, Mark Myrie
is not a drug dealer”, Glover
wrote. “Society would not ben-
efit from his incarceration”.

Banton was said to have to
put “hard work, sweat and
tears into his music and that is
what (he) ‘puts on the table’, it
has never been drugs,” said his
oldest son, also named Mark
Myrie.

“The situation is just an
example of our mere imperfec-
tions as people, being at the
wrong place at the wrong
time,” he added.

The convicted reggae
artiste brokered drug deals in
several recorded conversations
with a confidential, paid
informant who was working
for the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA). The inform-
ant was paid $50,000 after the
arrests.

‘NO-RISK’
Federal prosecutors said

Banton thought he was getting
involved in a “no-risk” intro-
duction of a friend to the
informant and then collec-
money from drug transactions.

Banton did not put any 

U.S. sets out sentencing recommendation for Jamaican-born publisher

Buju Banton gets 10 years on drugs conviction
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NEW YORK – A New York
judge has sentenced a Haitian
mother to 17 years in jail after
she set her six-year-old daugh-
ter ablaze in a voodoo ritual.

Queens Supreme Court
Justice Richard Buchter scold-
ed Marie Lauradin for lying to
police and probation officers
about how her daughter
Frantzcia Saintil was set on
fire, leaving her with life-alter-
ing scars over 25 percent of her
body.

After her Feb. 2009 arrest,
Lauradin told police she acci-
dentally spilled a pot of boiling
water on the child when the
youngster came up from
behind her. She also told pro-
bation officers she was rubbing
alcohol on the child to soothe
a fever when a candle ignited,
setting the child ablaze.

CONFESSION
“Either you tell me the

truth, or we’ll try the case,”

Buchter told Lauradin in court
last month.

Lauradin, 31, left the
courtroom briefly to talk 
with her lawyer. When she
returned, she admitted – under
questioning from Buchter – of
stripping the child naked and
pouring an accelerant over her
head and in a circle on the
floor, a voodoo rite she
described as “loa”.

Prosecutors said Lauradin
set the girl on fire and failed to
get her medical attention for
another 24 hours.

“The only demonic pres-
ence this child had to worry
about was her mother,” the
judge said, adding “it’s sicken-
ing to think of a mother com-
mitting such an unspeakable
act of savagery.”

Assistant District Attorney
Leigh Bishop said the child has
scars on her face that her class-
mates tease her about.

Frantzcia’s foster mother

told prosecutors the child has
been acting angrily toward
other children as she adjusts to
her disfigurement and life
without her mother.

MONSTROUS
“She will go through life

knowing that her own mother
disfigured her,” Bishop said.
“This was a monstrous act of
depravity.”

After the attack, Frantzcia
was placed in a medically-
induced coma so doctors could
treat the second- and third-
degree burns that caused her
skin to peel off her torso, legs
and face.

Lauradin’s Haitian-born
mother Sylvenie Thessier, 72,
was recently sentenced to up
to three years in prison on a
reckless endangerment for fail-
ing to get her granddaughter
medical attention.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
computer glitch is being
blamed for dashing the hopes
of Caribbean and other for-
eign nationals worldwide who
thought that they had won the
chance to become permanent
residents of the United States.

The U.S. Department of
State said it has been forced
to cancel the visa lottery
results informing more than
22,000 foreigners that a “com-
puter programming problem”
was the reason.

“The results were not 
valid because they did not rep-
resent a fair, random selection
of entrants, as required by
law,” the State Department
explained in a statement,
adding that a new lottery draw-
ing will be made on July 15.

“The entire pool of appli-
cants would have been unfair-
ly disadvantaged,” said
Rosemary Macray, a spokes-

woman for the department’s
Bureau of Consular Affairs.

“The error was found and
corrected, and we are going
forward with a new drawing
that will be in full compliance
with the law,” she added.

CLASS ACTION
But the aspiring immi-

grants have filed a class action
lawsuit in federal district court

here, seeking to force the
State Department to return to
the first lottery results and
restore their chance at the
visas.  

State Department officials
hoped the terse message they
posted about the computer
glitch would bring a quiet end
to the botched lottery selec-

tion. But in the age
of social media, the
foreigners who
were spurned
found one another
on the Internet and
banded together.
They have been
placing Skype calls
to lawmakers in the
U.S. Congress and
flooding American
news media web
sites with pleas for
help.

Under a separate link,
more than 18,000 of them

have joined a registry with
their contact information.
They even overwhelmed the
comments on the State
Department’s Facebook page.

“We welcome people’s
views, but you are all basically
taking over the site”, the State
Department noted. “We have
other issues we are trying to
promote, like the safety and
welfare of American citizens.”

Following a letter of com-
plaint from their lawyer,
Kenneth White, the State
Department’s inspector gener-
al said he would examine the
failed lottery.

LOTTERY
The State Department

runs an annual Diversity Visa
Lottery to offer permanent
resident visas, known as
“green cards”, to foreigners

from countries that have sent
few immigrants to the U.S.

Because the American
immigration system is based
on family ties, people from
countries with more immi-
grants already here have a
better chance at gaining green
cards, for which there is an
annual numerical limit.  

The lottery randomly
selects a pool of 100,000 appli-
cants to proceed to the next
step in the process, with
55,000 visas granted each year.

State Department officials
said that about 19 million peo-
ple from across the globe sub-
mitted electronic applications
during the official 30-day peri-
od last year.

- CMC

Æ

ORLANDO, Florida -
Former OLINT head and
Jamaica national David A.
Smith now faces an August
sentencing.

Judge Mary S. Scriven
late last month reset the sen-
tencing date for Smith to 
Aug. 11 at 9 a.m. in Orlando
Courtroom 5B.

Smith, in a plea deal earli-
er this year with prosecutors,
admitted in Federal District
Court in Orlando to four
counts of wire fraud, one
count of conspiracy to commit
money laundering, and 18
counts of money laundering.

The wire fraud counts
carry a maximum penalty of
20 years in federal prison, a
fine of $250,000, and a term of
supervised release of not more
than three years. In addition,
for each count of wire fraud,
the fine may be assessed at
twice the
amount of
gross gain or
loss. The
money laun-
dering counts
each carry a
maximum
penalty of 20
years in feder-
al prison, a
fine of $500,000 or twice the
value of the property involved
in the transaction, whichever
is greater, and a term of super-
vised release of not more than
three years.

PROBE
Smith’s guilty plea follows

an investigation conducted by
the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s 
(ICE) Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), the
Internal Revenue Service, 
and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

According to the plea

agreement, for more than
three years, Smith executed a
Ponzi scheme to defraud over
6,000 investors located in the
Middle District of Florida and
elsewhere out of over $220
million.

Smith led investors to
believe that he was investing
their money in foreign curren-
cy trading and earning, on
average, 10 percent per month,
when in fact he was not trading
their funds. Foreign currency
trading is a highly volatile and
risky investment vehicle that is
regulated in the United States
by the Commodity Futures
Commission and the National
Futures Association.

In addition to defrauding
those investors, Smith con-
spired to launder the proceeds
that were received in his scam,
and he participated in the laun-
dering of millions of dollars of
proceeds that were obtained as
a result of wire fraud.

The four counts of wire
fraud are based on Smith’s
transmitting false and fraudu-
lent account statements to
several investors through
email and the internet website
for his investment club.

Smith also conspired with
others to launder approxi-
mately $128 million of pro-
ceeds that were obtained as a
result of the wire fraud
scheme, and he laundered
those millions of dollars. 
The purpose of the money
laundering engaged in by
Smith and his conspirators
was to conceal and disguise
the nature, the location, the
source, the ownership and 
the control of the proceeds 
of the wire fraud.

- News Americas

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Three Caribbean community
(CARICOM) countries have
signed a cooperation agree-
ment to implement a project
promoting firearms marking
in the region.

The agreement is to be
implemented with funding
provided by the United States.

The accord was signed by
Secretary General of the
Organization of American
States (OAS) José Miguel
Insulza and the foreign minis-
ters of Barbados and
Grenada, plus St. Lucia’s

ambassador to the hemispher-
ic body, during the 41st regu-
lar session of the OAS
General Assembly last month.

“We welcome the com-
mitment of the governments
of Barbados, Grenada and St.
Lucia to strengthening con-
trols and building up the
capacity needed to combat
arms trafficking more effec-
tively,” Insulza said.

Barbados Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Trade Maxine
McClean underscored the
importance of the agreement
for the region and thanked the

OAS and its member states
for “watching over the security
of the region’s citizens.”

Grenada’s Foreign
Minister Karl Hood stressed
the significance of the accord,
given that “the security of the
hemisphere is immensely
important and, therefore, we
are extremely pleased to be
party to this agreement.”

St. Lucia’s Ambassador
Michael Louis called the signing
of the document “a step forward
in monitoring illegal arms.”

Æ

Caribbean countries sign firearms marking pact

Computer glitch dashes U.S. immigration hopes of Caribbean nationals
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Representatives issued new
funding and disclosure
requirements in 2007.

On June 24, 2009, the
Ethics Committee opened an
investigation into the funding
of member travel to Rodney’s
conferences in 2007 and 2008
and found that he “submitted
false information to the
(Ethics) Committee and to the
Members invited to attend the
2007 and 2008 conferences on
multiple occasions”, and that
he “falsely testified before the
Subcommittee, under oath,
when he stated that he

informed the Government of
Antigua they would not be
paying for the lodging used by
the Members’ and that Carib
News paid for the Members
lodging”.

The Standards Committee
referred the matter to the
DOJ for further investigation
and, on Mar. 14, Rodney
copped a plea deal that spared
his wife, Faye Rodney, prose-
cution.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
Sharon Hay Webster, the
Opposition People’s National
Party (PNP) legislator, has
resigned.

Party officials said that 
the embattled parliamentarian
submitted her resignation late
last month.

However, the South
Central St. Catherine Member
of Parliament, who made it
clear that she only resigned as
a member of the PNP, said she
was pressured to step down in
light of the ongoing dual citi-
zenship issue.

“In the face of a body of
legal opinion substantiating
my stance from day one, that
my (dual-citizenship) case is

inherently different from those
decided, I insist I will not be
rushed, or pushed, but am
intent on allowing due process
to take its course. This is my
right,” said Hay-Webster, who
has represented the South
Central St. Catherine con-
stituency since 1997.

“There has not been any
proper sit down and assess-
ment of the issues surrounding
my case and yet there has
been this constant attack,”
said Hay-Webster.

FALLOUT
In May, the PNP’s youth

organization, (PNPYO), pub-
licly called for Hay-Webster’s
resignation, days after it was

made public
that she had
changed her
mind about
renouncing
her United
States citizen-
ship after vis-
iting the U.S.
Embassy in
Kingston.
Hay-Webster

will now sit in the House of
Representatives as an inde-
pendent Member of Parliament,
pending the outcome of her
dual citizenship case in the
Supreme Court.

But the PNP, in a release,
rebutted Hay-Webster’s asser-
tions, claiming that it had been

supportive of the former mem-
ber. The party noted that it
had been in discussions with
the former PNP member on
resolving the issues related to
her “dual citizenship” case.
The PNP said that these dis-
cussions intensified after the
party became aware of her
dual citizenship and that it
offered full and complete sup-
port to Hay-Webster, including
the assignment of legal coun-
sel, at no cost to her.

The release also noted
that “during the numerous dis-
cussions held with Mrs. Hay-
Webster, she never raised any
issue of the party’s alleged
divergence from its mission or
core values, as stated in her
resignation letter”.

The Constitution of
Jamaica prevents Jamaicans
with citizenship other than
that of Commonwealth coun-
tries from holding a seat in
Parliament.

Last year, the ruling
Jamaica Labour Party filed a
motion in the Supreme Court
seeking Hay-Webster’s ouster
from the Parliament. 

Hay- Webster is an
American citizen by virtue of
the fact that she was born in
the U.S. It has been argued
that an exception could be
made concerning her right to
remain in Parliament based on
the fact that she had not sworn
allegiance to the U.S.

Æ

U.S. sets out sentencing guide for
Jamaican-born publisher

“Ten years ago these
teachers were recruited from
the Caribbean to teach in
some the most difficult and
poorest schools in New York
City,” said Democratic
Congressman Jerrold Nadler.  

“They were promised for
their efforts a path to perma-
nent residency. Unfortunately,
promises were made, and

promises were broken.
“I join the Department 

of Education, my fellow 
elected officials, The Black
Institute and the Association
of International Educators
and urge the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
agency to change the status of
these teachers and provide a
path to permanent residency.”

Æ

Calls for change in immigration 
status of Caribbean teachers

‘Pressured’ M.P. resigns over U.S.-Jamaica citizenship issue
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money into the deal nor did he
actually profit from it, the
court learned in the trial. His
defense attorney portrayed his
client as a “big talker” who
merely tried to impress the
informant, but was not
involved in any drug deal.

In his defense, Banton tes-
tified that the informant badg-

ered him to set up a cocaine
buy after meeting him on a
trans-Atlantic flight in July
2009. Banton said he was unin-
terested in the proposal after
they met twice and that he did
not return the man’s telephone
calls for months.

The court saw a videotape
in which Banton was seen tast-
ing cocaine in a Sarasota ware-
house in Dec. 2009. He was

absent for the actual drug deal
two days later that led to the
arrest of Banton’s long-time
friend Ian Thomas and anoth-
er man. They later pleaded
guilty.

Banton’s original trial
ended in a hung jury, trigger-
ing a retrial.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

(Continued from page 4)

Hay-Webster

Buju Banton gets 10 years on drugs conviction
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BROOKLYN, New York – Six
college-bound students have
benefited from scholarships
and grants awarded through
the Laparkan/Una Clarke
Scholarship Fund.

Youth Celebration Day,
part of last month’s celebration
of Caribbean American
Heritage Month, four scholar-
ships and two grants were pre-
sented during a worship serv-
ice at St. Gabriel’s Episcopal
Church here.

The four
Laparkan/Una
Clarke schol-
arship winners
are: Alicia
Leitch, Ashley
Watson,
Gracia Branch
and Sylvia
Ametsohu.
Grants went
to Joshua Medas and James
Richmond.

Speaking on behalf of the
scholarship fund, which was
founded in 2004, former New
York City Council member Una
Clarke and Laparkan executive
Bob Mitchell urged the scholar-
ship winners to return to serve
their communities after gradu-
ating from college. 

FOCUS
During the service, attend-

ed by hundreds of Caribbean
Americans and featured a
youth choir, dance troupe and
addresses by youth leaders,
Reverend Eddie Alleyne, rec-
tor and dean of St. Luke’s
Deanery, who conducted the
service, emphasized the impor-
tance of celebrating and
rewarding young people who
are doing well.

“We cannot lose focus 
of those who are performing
creditably and so we must
thank Una Clarke and
Laparkan for giving a hand up
to these deserving students,”
Rev. Alleyne said.

New York City Council
member Jumaane Williams
told the scholarship and
awards winners that they
should not lose faith when 
they fail.

“You will not be successful
at everything you do,” Williams
said. “At times you will fail at
some things but don’t let this
deter you. Michael Jordan
missed more points than he
scored, the same for Babe
Ruth. If they had stopped
shooting at the basket or
swinging that bat because they
missed they would never be
who they turned out to be.”   

Æ

HOUSTON, Texas - A United
States judge was forced to
reschedule the trial of R. Allen
Stanford, the accused Ponzi
schemer who set up businesses
in Antigua, until next year.

The decision by Judge
David Hittner came as experts
at the Federal Medical Center
in North Carolina, where
Stanford is receiving medical
and psychiatric treatment to
restore his competency, said
they need more time to treat
and evaluate the former bil-
lionaire entrepreneur and
Antigua resident.

Psychiatrists told Judge
Hittner late last month that
they didn’t feel Stanford is

competent to date, after four
months of treatment, and
requested
another four
months to
treat him.

The trial
of Stanford
was originally
set to begin on
Sept. 12, but
the four
months addi-
tional time frame forced the
judge to postpone the trial to
Jan. 2012.

- Edited from News Americas

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
19-year-old youth has been
charged with second-degree
murder arising out of an inci-
dent in which one person was
killed and three others injured
during last month’s Caribbean
Carnival celebrations here.

Police said Terry Jiminez,
is being held without bail for
the murder Robert Foster Jr.,
43, an innocent bystander who
was killed in the melee that
broke out between rival

gangs.
According to a police 

affidavit, Jiminez fired into a
crowd near the carnival
parade and that he was the
“aggressor” in the shooting.

Police Chief Cathy Lanier
said the shooting had nothing
to do with the Caribbean Day
Parade, describing the three
other injured victims as “inno-
cent bystanders.

“They were caught in the
crossfire between two rival

gangs, which is why we go so
aggressively after gangs,” she
added.

COMPLAINT
Meanwhile, carnival

organizers have complained
that police “rushed the
parade.” Trinidadian Loughton
Sargeant, director of the D.C.
Caribbean Carnival, said not

only was the parade’s route
shortened by a mile and a half
but police on-the-scene
“rushed the parade along,”
forcing organizers to essential-
ly ditch the popular costume-
judging contest because people
weren’t allowed to stop. 

He also said there were
complaints about how police
interacted with parade-goers.

“This is a festival, not a riot,
not a war, not a protest. It’s a
festival,” Sargeant said.

Lanier said she was not
aware of any specific com-
plaints against the police
department regarding the
parade.

Æ

Six get awards at celebration
of Caribbean youth in N.Y.

Stanford trial pushed back

Police charge youth with murder at Caribbean Carnival in Washington 
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Suriname’s maestro Erwin de Vries is still turned on by erotic art
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MARVIN HOKSTAM

PARAMARIBO, Suriname –
Don’t get Erwin de Vries
going about topics he consid-
ers cliché - like the fact that
he has themed much of his
prized artwork erotically. 

At 82, Suriname’s master
artist may appear frail and
like a relic from a distant past
as he sits at his personal table
at ‘T Vat bistro, but he’s still
got that quick wit that will
keep you on your toes.

“Why does the subject of
erotica come up in each and
every interview I do? It’s like
sex is taboo, while we all do
it…we all came from it,” he
snarls.

The answer to his ques-
tion may be obvious: de Vries,
or Uncle Erwin as he is lov-
ingly called, did devote quite
some time during his lengthy
career to producing sexually
under-toned artwork. A “de
Vries” is easily recognizable
by the seemingly incoherent,
colorful lines that come
together to form a woman - or

a man - or both, engaged in
pleasuring each other.

Erwin has done it all:
from the near pornographic
paintings that adorn the walls
of art-minded people and
companies all over the world,
to the gigantic erect penis -
with equally oversized testi-
cles - pointing upward in a
courtyard in Amsterdam.

“I love the human body in
all its forms, and am not
ashamed to declare such,” he
says.

“People should be honest.
We are all erotic beings. Just

say the truth. If you know
people are having sex in the
room next door and there’s a
peephole, won’t you be tempt-
ed to peep through? Why are
people ashamed to admit that
they masturbate from time to
time? Who doesn’t enjoy the
occasional porn film? We’re
all engaged erotically on a
regular basis. Anyone who is
not should put themselves
through a medical test.”

VARIETY
He then steers away from

erotica, obviously bored with

the subject, and he’s right,
because his body of work does
include many non-erotic
pieces. He sticks his hand in
his bag full of unfinished draw-
ings of women-like subjects
and pulls out a colorful cata-
logue that was printed a few
years ago, narrating the story
of his life and his career. It
takes the reader around the
world, from Europe, to New
York, Jamaica and back, where
he has exhibited his work and
where his work remains on dis-
play permanently.

“I am the only non-

Caucasian whose work is 
in the Royal Museum in
Amsterdam,” he says.

“I have 30 sculptures all
over the Netherlands. Name
any other non-Caucasian who
does (and) there are not that
many white artists who do
either. Most have four or five.
Not thirty!” he says, proud of
this achievement but still hon-
estly realistic about the fact
that his talent would have
taken him much further had
he been white - or had The
Netherlands been a bit more
accepting of non-whites.

“That’s just how it is up
there. At first they resisted
giving me my accolades, but
they couldn’t get around the
fact that I had talent,” he says.

ACCOLADES
And the accolades poured

in. Erwin has been named
Honorary Citizen of
Amsterdam, is Suriname’s
Ambassador of Art, and has
received the highest decora-
tions from Suriname, The
Netherlands and the
Caribbean. And then to think
that his father, the well-known
Surinamese businessman H.J.
de Vries, was a bit sceptical
when the noted artist Wim
Bos-Verschuur spotted talent
in young Erwin.

“Wim Bos Verschuur
advised my dad to send me to
Holland to study art, and my
father at first said, “why, he
can’t even count!”

I didn’t ask Erwin whether
he proved his father wrong
and learned how to count
when he set off to Holland.
That’s probably because I fig-
ured that any artist who has
sold as many pieces as he has
must know how to add and
subtract. He probably would-
n’t have dignified a question
about his earnings with an
answer anyway, because while
he has collected a six-figure
sum for his signature piece,
the “Slavery Monument” in
Amsterdam, the payment is
not what he is most proud of.

“That I was chosen (from)
among 30 artistes who submit-
ted designs for the job was
great,” he says. “But to hear
about people who literally cry
when they visit the sculpture
is heart-warming.

“It means that piece
stands for what it is supposed
to stand for. It’s a great com-
pliment to an artist to know
that he has achieved what he
was supposed to with his art,”
he says.

“It was an emotional sculp-
ture for me to produce because
I am a child of slavery, too. My
great-great grandmother was a
slave. Those were horrific
times,” he says, describing 
his attachment to the slavery
sculpture as dignifying.

TRADEMARK
Still, despite all he’s done

and achieved, simplicity seems
the aging artist’s trademark.
He sits inconspicuously at his
painted table at ‘T Vat every
night, chain smoking, his
beard bushy and white, wear-
ing the same faded batik shirt
over the other, his feet stuck
in worn-out sandals.

“Many people don’t know
what I have done … that I
have exhibited together with
the likes of Picasso and other
big names. That doesn’t seem
to mean that much here,” he
says.

But it’s not like his days of
“doing” are over.

“I still work, and will con-
tinue to as long as I can. I 
got a few contracts and I am
thinking of doing a bust of
writer Clark Accord, who
recently passed away, because
I think he was a great country-
man. And I enjoy sitting here
at this table that I got from
the owners of ‘T Vat, under
the open sky. And, yes, while I
still can, I also continue to
enjoy erotica,” he says with a
grin.

- CMC

Æ

The master de Vries at work.

de Vries’s ‘Slavernij’ monument in Holland.
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ARTHUR PICCOLO

Demagogue: definition:
one who manipulates
public emotions to

gain power or popularity.
Hmmm.

Presidential candidate
Barack Obama made immi-
gration reform one of his chief
promises during the campaign
in 2008. Then quickly forgot
about it after his election.
Nothing has changed except
the next campaign is under-
way. Not immigration, nor
Obama’s rhetoric on the sub-
ject. Last month’s high visibili-
ty statements by the president
has been a perfect - correction
imperfect - example of his
well-developed style of gov-
erning.

Oh how he covets the
Latino vote as of course he
would. And no subject is as
dear to as many voting Latinos
as immigration. It is a very
practical issue for many having
relatives or friends in the
United States illegally under
current law or deported for this
reason. Most others harassed
one way or another while they
are here often working and liv-
ing in deplorable conditions.

It is an even larger and
more basic issue to many
Latinos, and to a sizeable
number of other Americans
on principle, as defining the
nature and quality of our
country and our immigrant
spirit of earlier immigrants.
That paradoxically is widely
celebrated as part of the
American myth, but that
excludes those from Latin
America from the accolades
and in fact punishes and vili-
fies their interest in living and
working in the U.S.

QUESTIONS
So it is useful for

President Obama to be seen
as a strong advocate for
enlightened immigration
reform which will end much of
the persecution of many
Latino immigrants to
America. Unfortunately for
Obama there are serious ques-
tions being raised in the
Latino community and
beyond it about his sincerity.

From the perspective here
in Obama’s America this
series, it seems to be yet
another example of President
Obama’s real and only agenda
to get himself re-elected by
appealing to as many groups
as possible and taking any
position that appeals to signif-
icant bocks while courting
opposing blocks by not fulfill-
ing those promises.
So you say ‘so what, those are

the ways of politics’. And I
say ‘gotcha’; that is my point.
President Obama is a very
typical American politician
not the Change Master he
markets himself to be.
So what happened?

President Obama hopped
on Air Force One for the
umpteenth time – this time to
El Paso, Texas which makes
my point. He went there to
inspect measures to prevent
border crossings by Mexicans
and other Latinos and to
praise his “successful” efforts

to deport more “illegals” than
under any previous president
while at the same time calling
for immigration reform. Now
combining the two opposite
themes may seem to make
sense - and it does cynically
for President Obama – but
here is why it does not: If we
are making serious “progress”
preventing the undocumented
from entering the country and
better and better at rounding
up those who are here and
sending them back, well the
Right Wing which opposes
reform is getting all it wants,
and it does not want those
God forsaken Mexicans and
other Latin Americans com-
ing to, or staying, in America.
Nirvana for many on the
Right would be NO Latinos in
any of the 50 states or the
District of Columbia.

So Obama finishes his El
Paso walk through taking lots
of photos with the border
police then he strides over to
a microphone to tell everyone,
specifically Latino American
and many Democratic Voters,
about how passionate and
committed he is to real immi-
gration reform and legislation.
Well hello Mr. President, that
is surely not the way to con-
vince the part of America
opposed or the many mem-
bers of Congress who don’t
want to support immigration
reform that they should.

CHANCES
What are the chances

Obama does not know this?

This love thing really gets
people going, and even
though it has been writ-

ten about, talked about, sung
about, fought about and even
killed and died about, no one
can really come up with an
answer as to what love really is.

The most that people can
say is that, “Love hurts, it
really hurts.”

But what is love really? Is
it a physical manifestation, an
emotional reaction, a chemical
reaction or just extreme and
prolonged lust? After all, a
deep intense lust can be even
more powerful than being in
so called love, although some
will say that lust is fleeting,
but love lasts forever.

Still, both seem to be
intrinsically interwoven, and it
seems you can’t have one
without the other. After all,
it’s a proven fact that the more
you have sex…er make that
‘make love’, is the more
deeply that you will love.

If that was not true, then
people in love would not be so
eager to have sex all the time,
and people who have sex all
the time, would not fall in love
afterwards…well, usually.

MAKING LOVE
That’s why sex is called

making love, and that’s why
women always want to know
if the man loves them after
sex. And right before sex, men
will always say, “I love you, I
really love you.”

So love and sex, or lust,
go hand in hand, and there’s a
link that cannot be broken.
If you doubt me, next time
you’re about to have sex with
a woman and she asks you if
you love her, just tell her no,
and see how fast she kicks you
off the bed. I recently read’
this article, titled “Love, the

Chemical
Reaction”,
that outlined
that chemistry
is involved in
this love
thing, or it
simply could
not work.
That’s why
people always
say, “There
was no chem-
istry between them, so noth-
ing could ever happen” or
“The moment they laid eyes
on each other, you could see
that the chemistry was just
right, it was love at first sight.”

But love has many phases,
starting first with the burning
passionate love. Sadly though,
that first phase usually does
not last very long, and the
same sexy alluring woman
that inspired men to do
absurd things, fall head over
heels with, drive miles to see,
after a few years does not
incite that sort of reaction,
even though she has not
changed.

But something has. No
matter how powerful that
level of love is, after a while it
changes, shifts, takes on a dif-
ferent dimension and leaves a
void, a wanting, a sameness, a
‘used to’.

For this reason, men will
even tire of a Miss World, or a
Miss Universe and fall in love
with someone else, a Miss
Take.

Guide?
So if this phase of love,

this passion usually fades, is it
something that we should rely
on to guide us when choosing
a mate?

The research points to
some cultures, where marriage
is not based on something as
ephemeral, as fleeting, as irre-
sponsible as love. That’s why
mothers will always tell their
young daughters, “Love
him..? love him…? what you
know about love..? You too
young to know love.” Instead,
many couples are betrothed
from birth, ordained to be

Is Obama ‘demagoging’
immigration reform?
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Love…chemistry or physics?
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On June 23rd, a United
States national who
allegedly “preyed upon”

impoverished boys in Haiti,
pleaded not guilty to four
counts of child sex tourism. The
case came on
the heels of
last
December’s
sentencing of
Douglas
Perlitz for sex
abuse of boys
in the poor
country and as
the U.S. con-
tinues to
shake its fin-
gers at the
world in its annual trafficking in
persons report.

The reality is that many
sick Americans are the ones
travelling to far away corners
of the earth, sometimes under
the guise of being a Good

Samaritan, and engaging in sex
abuse of children!

In the case of Matthew
Andrew Carter, it was under
the veil of helping poor little
boys in Haiti.

The 66-year-old U.S.
national, according to U.S.
investigators, went to Haiti in
the mid-1990s and set up what
he called the Morning Star
Center for impoverished boys.
But what Carter was allegedly
doing, according to court
records, was forcing these young
destitute children to perform sex
acts for food and shelter.

Carter, who also went by
the names William Charles
Harcourt and Bill Carter, also
allegedly forced the boys to
shower with him and asked
them to perform sexual acts on
him in his bedroom, according
to a U.S. investigator who inter-
viewed several of the youths
from the facility. In fact, court

documents claimed that Carter
had sex with at least eight boys,
sometimes for years until they
became adults and left the cen-
ter. Those who agreed to his
requests were given schooling,
clothing, books, compact disc
players and cash.

‘DEFY BELIEF’
The acts performed “defy

belief,” according to U.S. pros-
ecutors, while U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
Director John Morton called
the alleged crime “despicable.”

The case came to light just
six months following the 20-
year conviction of Connecticut
resident Douglas Perlitz in Dec.
2010, for sexually abusing chil-
dren for more than a decade at
a school he founded in Haiti.

In Aug.t 2010, Perlitz
admitted that he engaged in
illicit sexual conduct with eight
children who attended the

Project Pierre Toussaint School
for homeless children in Cap-
Haitien. Prosecutors said
Perlitz gave the children
money, food, clothing and elec-
tronics and threatened to take
everything away and expel
them from the program if they
told anyone.

In court appearances at
the time, six victims were flown
to Connecticut to tell their sto-
ries of abuse. In one instance,
one of the victims recounted
how he was first sodomized on
his 14th birthday in 2004.

The conviction of Perlitz
and the arrest of Carter put a
spotlight sharply on the issue of
child sex tourism by Americans
that has been swept under the
rug for too long. While the U.S.
State Department annually con-
tinues to slam countries for not
doing enough to curb trafficking
of humans for sex, missing in
this is the internal focus on what

its own nationals are doing.
The cases in Haiti definite-

ly shows that more attention
should be placed on those pred-
ators who travel for sex with
children in poor nations where
simple necessities like food and
water is hard to come by. The
depravity must be punished in
the strongest possible manner.

Governments too globally,
and especially in the Caribbean,
must be warned to keep an eye
on this issue as well and not
simply be told to focus more on
curbing human trafficking with-
in its borders. Let’s look closely
at those who come into our
borders bearing gifts in the
form of non-profit agencies and
Good Samaritans.

Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.

Æ

Beware so-called Good Samaritans ‘helping’ the Caribbean’s poor

None.
Pushing seriously for

immigration reform would
mean the president standing
in the desert near El Paso
where Latinos have died try-
ing desperately to get to the
U.S. and/or visiting one of the
many deplorable deportation
“centers” where undocument-
ed Latinos are housed before
being booted out of the coun-
try. Or for the president to lis-
ten to their sad painful stories
with the cameras rolling, then
stand in front of a microphone
and tell the country how much
we need immigration reform
right now. Or how about
this…President Obama using
his pleasure dome, Air Force
One, to travel to Ellis Island
and surrounded by immigrants
from all over talk to the cam-
eras about how the U.S. has

always been a nation of 
immigrants and how previous
generations of “patriotic”
Americans did everything pos-
sible to keep out Italian, Irish,
Asian, and many other waves
of immigrants beginning from
the very founding of America.
That, lucky for us, failed.

For President Obama to
stand on Ellis Island and
remember out loud how if the
xenophobic Americans of the
past had been more “success-
ful” in keeping our golden
doors shut much of what is
America today never would
have been built and the
America they love today
would not exist were it not for
millions upon millions of
immigrants who for 200 years
were decidedly not welcome.

No, President Obama
does not want to do that and
will not do that and be labeled

by the Right Wing as a dan-
gerous immigrant loving mon-
ster who must not be re-elect-
ed. What President Obama
wants is for the immigrant
bashers to feel that they need
not go all out to defeat him in
2012 because he really isn’t all
that friendly to immigration
and most of all President
Obama will not do as much as
he would need to actually get
immigration reform legislation
enacted rather than just talk
about it.

‘MOBILIZE’
But at the same time 

for Latino American voters
and a good portion of the
Democratic base, who desper-
ately want to believe in
Obama’s sincerity, he makes
“strong” comments in El Paso
in favor of immigration
reform then, lo and behold

surprise, President Obama is
the keynote speaker - yes - at
the National Hispanic Prayer
Breakfast in Washington, D.C.
to “mobilize” a movement for
immigration reform.

Here is President Obama
in his own words at the break-
fast as reported in The New
York Times:

“As it is written in the
Book of Deuteronomy, ‘Love
ye therefore the stranger: for
ye were strangers in the land
of Egypt’,” Mr. Obama said at
the biannual National
Hispanic Prayer Breakfast.
“What this verse reminds us
to do,” he added, “is to look
at that migrant farmer and see
our own grandfather disem-
barking at Ellis Island, or
Angel Island in San Francisco
Bay; and to look at that young
mother, newly arrived in this
country, and see our own

grandmothers leaving Italy or
Ireland or Eastern Europe in
search of something better.”

Now here is the “best”
part his concluding remark:

“So I’ll keep doing my
part. I’ll keep pushing and
working with Congress. But
the only way we are going to
get this done is by building a
widespread movement for
reform.”

In other words, forget
about immigration reform and
- yes - remember don’t blame
him; blame yourselves for not
mobilizing! Say amen, Mr.
President.

Arthur Piccolo is a profes-
sional writer and commenta-
tor who often writes about
Latin America for New
Americas.

Æ

Is Obama ‘demagoging’ immigration reform?

coupled by their respective
families and parents.

Old time grannies used to
say, “Don’t marry with your
heart my child, but marry with
your head.” Perhaps if more
people adhered to that simple
rule, then so many marriages
would not go belly up so
quickly.

This love thing is so fickle.
Imagine, a man sees a woman,
and based on how she looks
and how she makes his body
react, he claims to love her,
marries her, then invariably
cheats when the ‘love’ wears
off. Women on the other
hand, may think more practi-
cally, although they too tend
to be smitten by Cupid’s
arrow, fall in love and turn

foolish.
This too gives rise to yet

another saying by the sages,
the grannies of yesteryear who
always said, “After six o’clock
in the evening, all women turn
fool by love.”

PROFILE
The research goes as far

as to say that love and obses-
sive compulsive disorder could
have a similar chemical pro-
file. That’s nothing new.

So between the research
and the purple prose of
Shakespeare’s description of
love, with the words madness
and mental illness peppered
liberally throughout, it really
makes us think of the correla-
tion. 

But even with all these

dire warnings from scientists,
poets, writers, sages, colum-
nists, neighbors, parents,
grannies and friends, people
still continue to fall in love
over and over again, suffering
heartbreak, shedding copious
tears and descending to
depths of depression. What a
chemistry, what a weapon of
mass distraction.

Just watch two people in
love and you’ll see what I
mean. They are always in eye
contact, constantly touching
each other, holding hands as
they walk, kissing, nudging,
caressing, stroking, a picture
of pure and unadulterated
love.

In some cases they may
be even married to each other,
but in other cases, it’s simply

adulterated love, love
spawned by adultery.

Love is no respecter of
matrimony, as very often hus-
bands love outside deeply, as
do many wives. Statistics have
proven that most women do
not end up marrying their one
true love, but end up settling
for their current husband.

Head and not heart,
women do think practical. Still
and all, this chemical induced
love has a scientific basis, as
studies have shown that the
hormone oxytocin promotes a
feeling of connection and
bonding. It is released when a
mother nurses her infant, it is
released when we hug our
long term spouses. Some ani-
mals with high levels of oxy-
tocin mate for life, and when

scientists block oxytocin
receptors in those animals,
they do not form monoga-
mous bonds and tend to roam.
In long term relationships that
work in people, oxytocin is
believed to be abundant in
both partners.

So, see, there is a chemi-
cal component, a link in this
love thing. Now if only we
could harness that hormone
and sell it in pill form, just like
Viagra, then we could stay in
love and lust forever. They
would corner the market. 

The chemistry of love,
now proven by scientists. Still
do so at your peril, for there is
no cure, but it sure feels good.

seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

Love…chemistry or physics?
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MIAMI, Florida - Jamaican
American singer Sean
Kingston says he’s happy to 
be alive.

The singer has been
released from the Jackson
Memorial hospital after his
Memorial weekend accident
here. He recently tweeted:
“Feeling alot better…chilling
with the bro @souljaboy
thank God…Just happy to get
another chance at life l love
everybody!”

The “Beautiful Girls”
singer was initially hospital-
ized in critical condition after
the Sea-Doo jet-ski he was

piloting along with friend/pas-
senger Cassandra Sanchez,
crashed into the Palm Island
Bridge, which connects Palm
Island to the MacArthur

Causeway.
According to Sanchez, 23,

Kingston lost control of the
jet-ski because he was going
too fast. A passerby in a boat,
who happened to be an off-
duty Coast Guard employee,
helped the two out of the
water and to safety. Although
the singer is expected to make
a full recovery, sources say he
suffered a broken jaw, frac-
tured wrist and water in his
lungs.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

ASunday night ‘lime’,
Jamaican-style, will
come to South Florida

this month.
Green Tree Entertainment,

in association with The Reggae
Village, will bring “Rae Town
Sundays” to the heart of down-
town Fort Lauderdale inside
the Reggae Village.

Rae Town Sundays starts
July 10 and continues every
Sunday after.

The Reggae Village is an
indoor/outdoor location at
111 N.W. Second St., next to
the Jerk Machine.

The Sunday afternoon
affair is for the entire family
and includes food and music

from the 1970s, 80s and 90s,
including reggae, calypso and
disco.

Free admission and 
parking. For more informa-
tion, call 754-273-1528 or 
754-423-3293 or e-mail
chuckbfla@hotmail.com.

Æ

Sean Kingston ‘happy to be alive’

‘Rae Town Sundays’ comes to South Florida

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC
– Jamaican dancehall artiste
Mavado was released on $353
bail last month, less than 24
hours after he was charged
with assault following an inci-
dent at a nightclub.

Police charged Mavado,
whose real name is David
Brooks, with assault after an

altercation at The Quad night-
club in the capital.

Law enforcement officials
had earlier questioned
Mavado and another singer,
Bounty Killer (Rodney
Pryce), before laying charges
against Mavado for allegedly
assaulting a police officer, who
attempted to search him at

the club.
A member of Mavado’s

entourage was hospitalized
with a gunshot wound as a
result of the altercation
between members of his
entourage and a member of
the security forces.

Æ

Dancehall artiste Mavado released on bail

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
city of Baltimore, Maryland
will host the 30th annual
Caribbean Carnival Festival,
beginning July 9.

The two-day event will be
held at 2801 Clifton Park on
Harford Road, a move from
its usual Druid Hill Park loca-
tion, according to festival
organizer Dr. Elaine Simon of
the Caribbean American

Carnival Association of
Baltimore.

The festivities will get
underway from noon on July
9 with a costumed street
parade. It will return to the
park July 10 for a concert fea-
turing Caribbean entertainers.

This year, the event is a
part of the 2011 Showcase of
Nations Ethnic Festivals, pre-
sented by Mayor Stephanie

Rawlings-Blake and the
Baltimore Office of
Promotion and The Arts.

For more information, visit
http://itsbmorecarnival.com or
call 410-362-2957.

Æ

Baltimore Carnival July 9-10 at new venue
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BRIEFS
• Shaggy to release
‘Sugarcane’

Grammy-award winning reg-
gae star Shaggy will release
“Sugarcane”, a single from his
new CD “Summer in Kingston”,
this month.

He will also be headlining the
“One Love Peace Festival” at
Wembley Arena in London on July
31 alongside Busta Rhymes, Sean
Paul and Gyptian.

• ‘SoMi’ offers one night
Miami food fest

The best of local restaurants in

south Miami, offered in one night,
will be the treat at “SoMi Taste of
the Town” this month.

SoMi will be held from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. July 9 on the rooftop of
the parking garage located at 5829
S.W. 73 St. (above RA Sushi and
across from Bougainvillea’s).

It will benefit the Parks
Foundation of Miami-Dade and the
Million Trees Miami Project.

Compiled from various sources.

Æ

Kingston

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT



DAWN A. DAVIS

She has reached an age
many of us cannot even
fathom.
At 100, Agnes Reid, born

Mar. 25, 1911 in Retreat, a
town in the parish of St. Mary,
Jamaica, has lived through two
world wars, the harsh reality
of racism, personal upheavals,
which have inspired epic times
and joyful memories that
shaped the century she has
known.

“I was here before you
were born,” Reid declared,
laughing heartily. “I always say
this to everybody.” 

She was left with her
grandparents when five
months old, as her parents set
off for Panama at the time the
Panama Canal was being built.
But Reid, affectionately
known as “Birdie”, exuded the
confidence of a life fulfilled as
she recounted her colorful

story. 
“You

know Jamaica
people, we
raise every-
thing,” she
said. “My
grandfather
would go to
the field, plant
yam, banana and the like.

“What always amused me,
he would get these men
together and they would have
a big day chopping down the
woods and digging. There was
always someone to cook for
them and sometimes I did the
cooking. I would cook banana
and dumpling, big dumplings.
That I remember with fond
memories.”

Growing up in the country
was good for her spirit Birdie
reminisced. But her life would
take a turn. When she finished
secondary school at age 15 she
was sent to live with an aunt, a

time that marked the begin-
ning of turmoil in her life she
said. 

“My aunt did not treat me
right,” she recalled. “It got to
a point that one day I just got
up and told her I am leaving. I
remember saying to her, if I
stay in your house any longer 
I will die. So, I packed my
things and that morning I was
on the main coach to Kingston
at 4 o’clock in the morning.”

About 20 at that time,
Birdie was studying for a
teacher’s exam, but the tumul-
tuous relationship she had with
her aunt interrupted her focus,
resulting in a failed attempt at
gaining her teacher’s license. 

“The day of the exam I
couldn’t go, I was just gone,”
she said. “I was shaking and
stressed; I couldn’t move. It
was after that day that I decid-
ed to leave. And when I left
her I didn’t know where I was
going, but ended up with some

cousins in Kingston that were
very lovely; we all lived
together like sisters.”

Her time in Kingston was
fruitful and stress-free. Life
would eventually take Birdie
to Ocho Rios to take up a
position as a junior teacher.

“At that time I was still
nervous,” she said, “but I did
pretty good after a while and
was there for about four
years.”

NEW YORK
Still, determined to gain 

a professional teacher’s 
certificate, the young hopeful
enrolled at Bethlehem
Teacher Training College in
Malvern, St. Elizabeth. She
spent two years there, but the
emotional pressure she under-
went earlier in life disrupted
her final year. So she decided
to migrate to New York on the
invitation of another aunt.

“I remember it well, it was

the 30th of November, 1944,”
she said. “That was another
perilous time, not with her in
particular, but the journey
itself.”

The story of her first trip
across the ocean is filled with
vivid hues.

“At that time there were
these little water planes that
could only go as far as Miami
and from there we would take
a train to New York,” she
recalled. “We arrived in Miami
early in the morning and spent
the whole day there. At
around 4 p.m. a train rolled in.

“We left in the evening on
this rickety, rickety train and
because it was the height of
segregation, we the black peo-
ple were in the last car. It was
crowded; there was nowhere
to sit. It was terrible.

“That train went as far as
the Mason-Dixon Line where
there was a division between

Birdie’s eye view: Centenarian recalls rewarding life journey from Jamaica to U.S. 
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BRIEFS
• UWI Singers in South Florida
“From Mozart to Marley” will be
the theme of two South Florida
performances by The University
Singers of the West Indies (UWI)
this month.

The group will stage shows at
7 p.m. July 16 and 5 p.m. July 17
in the Amaturo Theater, Broward
Center for the Performing Arts in
Fort Lauderdale. 

The University Singers, a
choral group, performs an array of
styles, including classical, American
negro spiritual, jazz, folk, gospel
and reggae. 

For ticket information, call 
the Broward Center’s box office 
at 954-462-0222 or visit
www.BrowardCenter.org.

The Broward Center for the
Performing Arts is located in the
Riverwalk Arts and Entertainment
District, 201 S.W. Fifth Ave. in Fort
Lauderdale.

• Independence service
Jamaica’s Consulate General in

South Florida will host the annual
ecumenical church service to cele-
brate Jamaica’s 49th anniversary
of Independence at 4 p.m. Aug. 7
at the First Presbyterian Church of
Fort Lauderdale.

The scheduled guest preacher
is Bishop Delford Davis of Power of
Faith Ministries in St. Catherine,
Jamaica. Officiating minister is
Reverend Karl Francis, Living Word
Open Bible Church in Cooper City,
Florida.

The First Presbyterian Church
is located at 401 S.W. 15th Ave.,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

For more information, call 
305-371-8431 Ext. 223 or visit
www.jamaicacgmiami.org. 

• U.N. names Morgan Heritage
goodwill ambassadors

Jamaican reggae group
Morgan Heritage has been handed
a new title – that of goodwill
ambassadors.

The group was awarded the
title last month at United Nations
Headquarters in New York.

Morgan Heritage, along with
rhythm and blues singer Melba
Moore, was recognized for assisting
with the building of a permanent
memorial at U.N. Headquarters in
New York to honor the victims of
the transatlantic slave trade.

Ambassador Raymond Wolfe of
Jamaica, chairman of the commit-
tee established to implement U.N.
General Assembly resolutions to
erect the memorial, said that so 
far just under $1 million has been
collected for the project, which he
estimates will cost some $4.5 
million by its projected completion
target of late 2012.

• Reggae Sumfest debut for
Nicki Minaj

Rapper Nicki
Minaj will make
her debut per-
formance in
Jamaica during
Reggae Sumfest
this month.

The
Trinidadian star
will be joined by
a host of local stars, including
Mavado, Beenie Man, Tanya
Stephens, Jah Cure and High Octane.

Activities kick off with a July
17 beach party and continue with
stage performances from July 21
to 23 at Catherine Hall, St. James.
Minaj will be one of the headline
acts on “International Night 2”.

Æ

Reid

(Continued on page 20)

Minaj

~ Celebrating Jamaica’s 49th Independence
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Abook which is being
touted as a “full-
length non fictional

account” of the saga involving
Christopher “Dudus” Coke,
the Jamaican in lock-up in the
United States on criminal
charges and the man at the
center of a bloody incident in
his home country that led to
more than 70 dead a year ago,
has been released.

“Jamaica’s First President,
Dudus 1992-2010, His Rise,
His Reign, His Demise”,
which was written by K.C.

Samuels, is a 306-page book
which claims to chronicle “the
life and exploits of the man
himself”.

According to a press
release promoting the book,
“the primary focus of this vol-
ume however centers around
one specific landmass; a por-
tion of real estate that has
been labeled the mother of
garrisons – Western Kingston’s
Tivoli Gardens, and its cast of
notorious characters; all have
which is said to have con-
tributed and paved the way to

Dudus’ Presidency”.
The book is published by

Pageturner Publishing House.
It is “dedicated to all the lives
lost in the May 24th, 2010
incursion” and claims to
reveal “some of the intricacies
surrounding the inner work-
ings of the garrisons from
those who know it best; those
directly involved”.

Æ

Jamaican writer GeoffreyPhilp and his “sons”
Andrew Philp and Patrick

Pollack have published a chil-
dren e-book, titled “Marcus
and the Amazons”.

“I couldn’t draw to save
my life,” said the senior Philp
in a recent press release to
promote the book.

“I’d never written an 
e-book before, but with
Andrew’s help with formatting
the text and Patrick’s with draw-
ing the characters, I think we’ve
created something special.”

Pollack agreed.
“I’d never used a tablet

before or created in a virtual
medium,” he said. “But when
Pops – that’s what I call
Andrew’s dad - told me he
needed the illustrations in less
than two months, I panicked.
But with Andrew’s help,
Marcus looks awesome.”

“My dad wrote the story
and we did the rest,” said
Andrew. “Patrick, who has
been like a brother to me, cre-
ated amazing illustrations, so
it was easy for me to work
with them in Adobe. I also

helped my dad with the for-
matting of the text because
he’s kind of old fashioned.”

STORY IN COURAGE
“Marcus and the

Amazons”, a children’s e-
book, is about a courageous
ant who saves his colony from
an evil tyrant without resort-
ing to violence or warfare.

“This is the first time I’ve
worked with Andrew and
Patrick in this capacity,” Philp
said. “I’ve watched them from

the time they were boys
shooting hoops in our drive-
way to now creating an e-
book with them. They’ve
grown up into fine young
men.”

“Marcus and the
Amazons” is available online
at Smashwords and Amazon
and is available on major
mobile platform,s including
Android, Blackberry and
iPhone apps.

Geoffrey Philp, an award
winning Jamaican poet and

fiction writer, teaches English
at Miami Dade College,
where he also chairs the
College Preparatory
Department.

Andrew Philp is a gradu-
ate of Dr. Michael Krop Senior
High. He is a film and comput-
er science major at Miami
Dade College. Pollack is a sen-
ior at Dr. Michael Krop High
School. In the fall of 2011, he is
scheduled to attend Miami
Dade College to major in art.

Æ

Jamaican father,‘sons’ publish children’s e-book
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Book chronicles rise, reign, fall of ‘Dudus’ Coke

From left, Andrew Philp, father Geoffrey, and Patrick Pollack.

~ Celebrating Jamaica’s 49th Independence



TORONTO, Canada – Two
veterans of Jamaica’s enter-
tainment industry will be 
honored this month at the
Toronto International Jamaica
Day Festival (TIJD) here.

Reggae singer and record
label head Freddie McGregor,
and tour/artiste manager and
reggae historian Copeland
Forbes will be recognized for
their contribution to the music
on July 23.  

McGregor began his
musical journey in the 1960s
under the direction of the leg-
endary Coxone Dodd. He did

his apprenticeship as lead
vocalist of the Clarendonians
and, after the group split, he
recorded his first big hit “Why
Did You Do It” with friend
Ernest Wilson.

In 1972 he formed the
Generation Gap band, record-
ing “Homeward Bound”,
“Freedom” and “Justice 
& Equality” for producer
Geoffrey Chung. McGregor
eventually launched his solo
career. In 1983 he recorded
“Big Ship”, which broke into
the Top 10 of the reggae charts
in England and Jamaica.

TURNING POINT
The success of “Big Ship”

was the turning point of his
career and catapulted him into
the international spotlight.
Since then he has amassed 
a catalogue of popular hits
including “Push Come To
Shove”, “Africa Here I
Come”, “I Was Born A
Winner”, “Let Them Try”,
“Stop Loving You”,
“Prophecy” and “So I Will
Wait For You”.

McGregor is also ‘captain’
of the Big Ship record label
that has launched the careers
of sons Chino, Stephen and
daughter Shema.

McGregor has more than
40 years in the industry. He
will receive “The Toronto
International Jamaica Day
Lifetime Achievement Award
– 2011”.

JOURNEY
Forbes, whose journey

through the music industry
started as a member of the
group Harmonicats, has served
as tour manager and unofficial
ambassador of Jamaica. He has
represented many of the top
reggae acts, including
McGregor, The Wailers, The
Mighty Diamonds, Peter Tosh,
Jimmy Cliff, Black Uhuru, Sly
and Robbie, Third World,
Dennis Brown, U-Roy, Marcia
Griffiths, Frankie Paul, Morgan
Heritage, I-Three, Luciano,
Sizzla, Ziggy Marley, Andrew
Tosh, Beres Hammond, Chaka
Demus and Pliers, Junior Reid,
Sugar Minott, Mutabaruka,
Half Pint and Maxi Priest.

Since coordinating his first
international tour in 1989,
Forbes has managed tours for
The Wailers Band, Toots & the
Maytals, Bunny Wailer, Black
Uhuru, Dennis
Brown, Lt.
Stitchie, Ernie
Ranglin,
Gregory Isaacs,
I-Three,
McGregor,
Beres
Hammond,
Mutabaruka,
U-Roy,
Chakademus &
Pliers and Canadian singer
Bonnie Casey.

Forbes will be presented
with “The Toronto International
Jamaica Day Legend Award”. 

The TIJD is Toronto’s cele-
bration of Jamaica’s culture. This
year’s festival will take place at
the Wild Water Kingdom at the
Outdoor Festival Ground.

For more info, visit
www.jamaicadaytoronto.com.

Æ

Reggae industry veterans to be honored
at Toronto International Jamaica Day fest
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JAMAICA FAREWELL

Debra Ehrhardt will bring her one-woman show “Jamaica Farewell” to South Florida this month. The performance will be staged
on July 17 at the Colony Theatre, 1040 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach. The comedy, written and performed by Ehrhardt, is being pre-
sented by Jamaica Cultural Alliance. The show is based on a mostly true story about her journey to the United States from Jamaica
in the turbulent 1970s of the Michael Manley Era. For tickets and more information, call 800-745-3000 or visit www.jamaica-
farewelltheplay.com.

Young, bright beauties with Jamaica connections were crowned last month at the 22nd annual Miss Jamaica Florida Pageant. The
winners will receive a week-long all expenses paid trip to Jamaica, where, according to pageant organizers, they will meet gov-
ernment officials and participate in humanitarian projects adopted by the Partners for Youth Foundation. They will also visit tourist
attractions and national landmarks. This year the pageant celebrated Jamaicans around the world by embodying the theme “I Am
Jamaica”, a dedication to members of the Jamaican diaspora who have made outstanding contributions in their respective fields.
The winners are, from left, Tiana Henry, Miss Jamaica Florida; Crystal Robinson, Miss Teen Jamaica Florida; Angel Ennis, Junior
Miss Jamaica Florida; and Asha-Mizan Cope-Edwards, Little Miss Jamaica Florida.

McGregor

Forbes

~ Celebrating Jamaica’s 49th Independence
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Jamaica’s Minister ofTourism Edmund Bartlett
presented this year’s

Marcella Martinez Award to
Winsome Charlton, general
manager of WVCG Radio,
during the Caribbean Tourism
Organization’s Allied Awards
Luncheon held recently in
New York.

The award, named in
honor of Jamaican public rela-
tions professional Marcella
Martinez who dedicated her
career to promoting Caribbean
tourism to the Caribbean, is
presented annually to persons
who have implemented suc-
cessful programs to support
Caribbean tourism.

Æ

Charlton gets
tourism award

Jamaican businessmanGordon “Butch” Stewart
recently received a

Lifetime Achievement Award
from Joseph Cinque, president
of the American Academy of
Hospitality Sciences (AAHS).

The chairman of Sandals
Resorts International was
honored for hospitality excel-
lence during an awards cere-
mony and cocktail reception
in New York City.

The award cited Stewart’s
“entrepreneurial spirit that
has transformed the all-inclu-
sive resort experience and cre-
ated one of the world’s most
recognized luxury brands”.

“This is an extraordinary
honor, and to receive it among
good friends and business
partners is an exceptional
delight,” said Stewart.

The AAHS recognizes
excellence in travel, cuisine,
luxury products and services.

Æ

‘Butch’ Stewart gets lifetime honor

16 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  JULY 2011

JAMAICA SUPPLEMENT

FOR YOU, ‘MISS LOU’

Tiffany DiPinni, left, chief marketing officer of County Line Chiropractic Medical and Rehab Centers (CLCMRC) in
Florida, presents a check to Norma Darby, founder of the Louise Bennett-Coverley Scholarship Foundation and the
Jamaica Folk Revue. The donation was made to demonstrate CLCMRC’s support for Caribbean culture, especially
acknowledging the importance “Miss Lou” played in the advancement of Jamaican folk life. CLCMRC was a presenting
sponsor of the annual Louise Bennett-Coverley Tribute, held recently at the Miramar Cultural Center.

JWOW targets
hypertension
Scores of powerful women

gathered in the capital of
the United States recent-

ly for the benefit gala organ-
ized by the Jamaican Women
of Washington.

The “TEA-OFF to Good
Health and Silent Auction”
was held at the Four Seasons
Hotel in Washington, D.C.
The theme of the event was
“Hypertension, Believe the
Hype, Prevention is Better
than a Stroke”. It called 
attention to an important 
public health issue the United
States, Jamaica and the wider
Caribbean.

Among those in attendance
were Grenada Ambassador to
the U.S. Gillian M.S. Bristol;
Dr. Jacqueline A. Watson, presi-
dent, Jamaican Women of
Washington (JWOW) Inc.; and
Victoria Rogers, business devel-
opment manager, Jamaica
Tourist Board Mid-Atlantic
region.

Æ

Stewart
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
new World Bank report is
supporting Jamaica’s efforts to
increase economic growth
after years of low productivity.

The Washington-based
financial institution’s Country
Economic Memorandum
(CEM), “Unlocking Growth”,
stated that “Jamaica’s disap-
pointing economic perform-
ance is a case of low produc-
tivity” over the past 40 years.

The report has, however,
drilled down “deeper and
identified high levels of crime,
deficiencies in human capital
and fiscal distortions” as the
three main causes of Jamaica’s
low productivity.

“These factors are the
three most binding constraints
to economic growth in the
country”, it stated.

In his presentation, World
Bank senior economist Zafer
Mustafaoglu said many factors
impede growth in Jamaica and
urges the Bruce Golding
administration to identify and
address the “most binding
obstacles to growth. 

“The report takes a holis-
tic approach and examines a
large set of economic and
social factors that may be hin-
dering growth,” he said.

“It filters them through a
growth diagnostic analysis and
narrows the focus to those

that constrain growth the
most,” Mustafaoglu added.

CRIME BURDEN
In explaining the crippling

effects of crime, deficient
human capital and fiscal dis-
tortions on growth in Jamaica,
the senior economist said
“crime burdens businesses as
firms have to invest in security
systems and other forms of
protection”.

World Bank data show
that expenditures in private
security in Jamaica represent
1.3 percent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

On human capital,
Mustafaoglu said there is a
need to improve the quality of
education and training provid-
ed and to invest more in skills
training for the workforce. He
said returns to education are
“very high,” suggesting scarci-
ty of educated workers.

Mustafaoglu said the prob-
lem is further compounded as
many educated Jamaicans opt
to migrate. He said fiscal dis-
tortions, which hinder growth,
include tax distortions, weak
fiscal policies and poor budget
management practices.

Besides highlighting the
key obstacles, the CEM rec-
ommended policy options for
government and the private

DAWN A. DAVIS

Looking for potential
business investment
opportunities in

Jamaica? Well, the time may
just be right.

According to Joseph M.
Matalon, president of the
Private Sector Organization of
Jamaica (PSOJ), the island’s
economic indicators are trend-
ing in a positive direction, set-
ting the stage for investment
potential.

At a recently concluded
Jamaica Business Expo held
in South Florida, Matalon
inspired an audience of eager
entrepreneurs.

“It has been confirmed by
the Planning Institute of
Jamaica in recent times, that
the Jamaican economy grew
by a small one percent annual-
ly in January to March 2011,”
he explained. “I think it is also
important to note that the lat-
est Economic and Social
Survey also indicates that in
that quarter we actually added
jobs to the workforce.”

Matalon added that the
Jamaican dollar/United States
dollar exchange rate has been
stable since Mar. 2010, trading
in a narrow band of about
J$85 to US$1 with inflation
outturn for 2010-2011 at 7.5
percent, well within program
targets. 

TARGETS
Perhaps the most impor-

tant question on investors’
minds was crime statistics in
Jamaica and how it would
affect the business climate.
Matalon eased fears by
announcing a 36 percent drop
in major crimes reported to
the police for the first quarter
of 2011, with murders falling
by 45 percent to 222 in the
quarter compared to 402 for
the same period in 2010. He
added that shootings fell by 38
percent to 261 compared to
423 in Jan.-Mar. 2010, with
police shootings also declining
by 38 percent for the same
period. 

“These facts I think sup-
port the conclusion that pre-
vailing circumstances are

more supportive of business
activity than they were one
year ago,” said Matalon. “...I
think that opportunities for
profitable investment in
Jamaica remain multi-faceted
as they have always been. 

“Sectors for potentially

profitable investments
include, but are not limited to,
agriculture and, in particular
agro-processing. It is impera-
tive I think that we process
more of our agricultural com-
modities into higher value-
added products for the domes-

tic and export
markets.” 
The PSOJ
president
noted that vast
untapped
growth poten-
tial exists in
the informa-
tion and com-
munications
technology
industry, with
services rang-
ing from call
centers to soft-
ware design
and engineer-
ing. 
Matalon did
not leave out
the tourism
industry,
underscoring
the need for

investors looking to jump into
the non-traditional retirement,
health, sports and eco-tourism
sectors of the market. He
added that the manufacturing
and marketing of Caribbean
fashion lines, as well as resi-

World Bank supports Jamaica’s 
move to unlock economic growth

Business basket: Jamaica’s investment climate ripe ~ Matalon
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Joseph M. Matalon, right, shares business advice with Lorna Senior of JNBS at the recent Jamaica Business
Expo in South Florida.

(Continued on page 18)
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dential housing and alterna-
tive energy, are also lucrative
investment possibilities, stress-
ing the need for enterprising
business thinkers.

“Entrepreneurs seize
opportunities and create prod-
ucts and businesses from capi-
tal, labor and other
resources,” he explained.
“And while the latter three
are present in Jamaica in
abundance, there is little
doubt that there is a serious

shortage of experienced entre-
preneurs with the creativity,
drive, and appropriate devel-
opment perspective.

“So, if you feel that you
can fill that gap, there are
opportunities for you in
Jamaica and we welcome
you.”

Story and photograph by
Dawn A. Davis, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Prime Minister Bruce Golding
says the economic measures
that his administration has put
in place are bearing fruit and
that Jamaica is on
now on sound
economic footing.

Delivering a
lecture at the
prestigious
Brookings
Institute in
Washington D.C.
recently, Golding
said that while the
country was expe-
riencing economic
growth in some areas, there is
still need for more to be done.

He said that some of the
economic measures included
the introduction of debt
exchange, measures to reduce
crime, divesting Air Jamaica
and the island’s sugar facto-
ries, along with the develop-
ment of stringent economic
programs with support from
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank.

Golding said his adminis-
tration had also instituted sig-
nificant institutional reforms
to create fiscal sustainability
through legislation that will
put serious restrictions on the
country’s deficit and accumu-
lation of debt and move it
away from just government’s
decision and subject it to sig-
nificant parliamentary over-
sight.

“I indeed want to go fur-

ther and put it in the constitu-
tion and place significant lim-
its with the provision that only
in extra ordinary circum-
stances and with the approval

of Parliament
can those lim-
its be exceed-
ed,” the
prime minis-
ter said. 
“We have
sought to
consolidate
government’s
accounts and
bring them
under one

Treasury Management
System. This will allow us to
have a clearer picture of our
government accounts,” he
added.

TAX REFORM
The prime minister told

more than 200 persons attend-
ing the lecture that last month,
a major program of tax reform
had been tabled in Parliament
with the measures expected to
take effect from Jan. 2012.

“After one year of intense
work we have completed a
major restructuring of the
public sector,” he explained.
“We have also embarked on a
significant program of privati-
zation. We are well advanced
in the divestment of the gov-
ernment aluminum refineries
and privatizing the Norman
Manley International airport
along with plans to privatize
the management of the Port

of Kingston.”
The prime minister noted

he is trying to return the gov-
ernment to its essential core
functions and to leave to the
private sector, those things
that are more suited to private
sector investment and man-
agement.

“The government is
embarking on a program of
good governance, putting in
place a number of critical
measures because we recog-

nize that this too is important
in supporting our hopes and
plans for economic develop-
ment,” he said.

“We have passed constitu-
tional amendments to estab-
lish a new charter of funda-
mental rights and freedom.
We have established an inde-
pendent commission of inves-
tigation to deal with instances
of abuse by agents of the
state.  We have legislation to
criminalize breaches of the

process by how government
contracts are awarded.”

Golding made a four-day
visit to the U.S. last month
and held bi-lateral talks with
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, World Bank
President Robert Zoellick and
the IMF Deputy Managing
Director  Naoyuki Shinonara.

Æ

Business basket: Jamaica’s 
investment climate ripe ~ Matalon
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Golding, left, meets Clinton in Washington.

World Bank supports Jamaica’s 
move to unlock economic growth

sector in addressing these
growth challenges. It urged
the tackling of crime by
addressing youth violence and
engaging at-risk children and
young people through educa-
tional and other social inter-
ventions, as well as by
improving police and justice

services.
It also recommended

improvement in the quality 
of human capital by investing
more in education and train-
ing, and creating opportuni-
ties for skilled Jamaican
migrants to re-invest in their
country.

Æ

(Continued from page 17)
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“We have sought to consoli-
date government’s accounts
and bring them under one
Treasury Management
System. This will allow us to
have a clearer picture of our
government accounts” 
– Golding



MARIE GREGORY

Ask Caribbean people
nowadays if they
know of the Unity of

the Brethren Church and few,
except actual members, would
answer positively. Change the
name to the Moravians and
the response would be very
different.

The Moravian Church
began in Bohemia, now part
of the Czech Republic, in
1457. The founder, Jan Hus,
objected to some of the tenets
of the Roman Catholic
Church and wanted to return
to the Eastern Orthodox with
the liturgy in the language of
the people, married priests,
the elimination of indulgences
and the idea of purgatory. He
also wanted the lay people to
be able to receive communion
under both kinds, the bread
and the wine. In 1415 he was
burned at the stake as a
heretic.

It took 50 years for the
group known as Bohemian
Brethren to revive his ideas
and to form a vibrant church
which was shortly to send mis-
sionaries, usually lay people,
all over the world. This was
the first Protestant church to
minister to slaves and in 1754
they arrived in Jamaica.

Today the church has
around 825,000 members and
the president of the Moravian
Church Worldwide body is
Jamaican, Dr. Paul Gardner.
Gardner explains that the
church is only known as 
Unity of the Brethren in
Czechoslovakia. Elsewhere it
is known as the Moravian
Church, a reference to its
birthplace. It operates in at
least 45 countries.

Moravians came to
Jamaica at the invitation of
the Foster and Barham fami-
lies who owned plantations in
the parish of St. Elizabeth.
Their first base was the Bogue
Estate. The missionaries
opted for rural areas and serv-
ice to the slave population. It
has always been a largely
rural church in Jamaica.

Jamaicanization of the
church began in the late 19th
century and, in 1961, the first
Jamaican bishop, S.U.
Hastings, was ordained. 

MOVING UP
Gardner became minister

for the Beaufort Circuit of
Moravian Churches
(Westmoreland) in 1987, dean
of the Lay Academy until
1997, then minister in charge
of the Zorn Circuit in
Manchester until 2003 when
he moved to Kingston. In
2005 he became president of
the Moravian Church in

Jamaica and the Cayman
Islands. Having served as vice
president of the Worldwide
Church from 2007 until 2008,
he became World president in
2009.

The position of World
president has allowed
Gardner to travel to many of
the provinces .So far he has
visited Tanzania, Malawi,
Zambia, Honduras, Nicaragua
and the Czech Republic. 

He is exempt from parish
work during his presidency,

but may well return to it once
his four year term ends. With
his master’s degree in coun-
selling, he has worked in
schools and lectured at the
United Theological College in
Jamaica. He would be happy
to return to that life, but will
go wherever the church sends
him.

He comments on the
strength of the overwhelming
sense of church in Jamaica.
Even the gunmen go to
church. There are strong social
needs; schools, hospitals, col-
leges. This is an area in which
the Moravians church is
strong. They have over 40 pri-
mary schools, now govern-
ment supported in addition to
colleges. Bethlehem Moravian
college is over 100 years old.
The school, at Lititz is
believed to be the first ever
primary school in Jamaica.

CHALLENGES
One of the greatest chal-

lenges is in dealing with the
rural/urban drift. A major
issue is the level of develop-
ment in rural communities
and the resulting social prob-
lems. The Moravian church
has built over 40 water tanks.
Water is collected from
church roofs and sent to the
communities. There is a
strong agricultural program
with a revolving goat project.

In Westmoreland, young-
sters get cattle and pass on the
offspring to others. They can
also raise money from the
greenhouse project.
The old saying that if you
want to get something done,
ask a busy man is really

proven in Gardner’s case. In
addition to his presidency of
the World Moravian Church,
he is president of the Jamaica
Council of Churches. The
council is an umbrella group
bringing together the leader-
ship of all churches. This
enables a working relationship
with civil society, a “partner-
ship with advocacy” in
Gardner’s words.

The 12 or so churches do
not agree on all topics, but try
to work together, especially
regarding public statements.
The government often says
that the church does not
speak with one voice, but
Gardner believes they must
take a position on public
issues. 

Yet it is important to
understand when the cause is
already lost. A case in point
was the issue of casino gam-
bling in Jamaica. This debate
has gone on for many years.
Casinos have always been
refused, yet gambling is perva-
sive across the island. The
church has been strident, but
had no fight and the law is
now changing. 

Fortunately, Gardner
enjoys travelling. As vice
moderator of the World
Council of Churches he is
involved with planning the
assembly in Korea in 2013.
There will be 5,000 partici-
pants and in October he will
be there for an advance meet-
ing. Crete and Switzerland are
also on his itinerary or this
year.

Gardner is married to
Sharon, a senior teacher at
Campion College, and has
three children, two of whom
are students at the University
of the West Indies. The
youngest attends Kingston
College.

Story and photograph by
Marie Gregory, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Jamaican entrepreneurand community worker
Beverley Lindsay has

received a top honor from 
the British government.

Lindsay was bestowed the
title of Order of the British
Empire as part of the Queen’s
birthday honors list last
month.

Lindsay, who owns and
operates the travel and tourism
business Diamond Travel in
Birmingham, has been a stal-
wart of the Jamaican commu-
nity in that area for more than
30 years. She is chair of the
Association of Jamaican
Nationals in Birmingham and
will be president of the Rotary
Club of Birmingham in 2012.

Born in St. Thomas,
Lindsay moved to the United
Kingdom as a teenager in
1964 and developed a career
in nursing before working in
the voluntary and financial
services. She started Diamond
Travel 25 years ago and still
oversees its day-to-day opera-
tions.

‘HUMBLED’
She has been a leading

member of the Jamaican
Diaspora U.K. movement and
has worked with the Jamaican
High Commission for decades
on the growth and develop-
ment of the Jamaican commu-
nity in the U.K.

“I feel very humbled and
privileged to have this very
great honor bestowed upon
me,” said Lindsay.

“However, I do not see
this solely as an individual
achievement, but a collective
one. I have been fortunate to
have had the continuous sup-
port of my community…It has
always been rewarding and
fulfilling to serve the commu-
nity.”

In 2008, Lindsay was 
conferred with the Order of
Distinction (Officer Class) by
the government of Jamaica.

Æ

Moravian World president is Jamaican Entrepreneur gets top British honor
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the North and the South.
When we got on the other
train, which is in the North
now, we could sit anywhere so
it was much better and when
we arrived in New York, my
aunt was there to meet me.
But, it was cold. It was two
degrees below zero, so you can
just imagine how I felt coming
from 80 degrees.”

Her time in New York was
therapeutic and personally
productive. Turning again to

her professional aspirations,
Birdie applied and was accept-
ed to a business school, where
she learned bookkeeping and
shorthand.

Her working life started
humbly, employed as a nanny
to a well-to-do family. But, her
drive and determination even-
tually landed her a job with
the U.S. government at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard using her
newly honed skills. From
there, she went to the Social
Security Administration,
where she stayed for 20 years.

Birdie found love in New
York, marrying and, upon
retirement, returned to
Jamaica with her husband in
1972.

“From my early ears, I
decided that when I retired 
I was going back to Jamaica,”
she said. “Because regardless
of what happened, I love
Jamaica, Jamaica is my
home”.

AFFIRMATIVE AGING
Birdie went back to

Kingston, but would leave the
island again in 1980, at the
height of political violence and
uncertainty on the island. It
was not just the politics that
pushed her back in the arms of
the U.S., but the ‘friendless’
environment she encountered.

“Only one friend stuck 
by me and I couldn’t under-
stand why,” she remarked.

Involvement in the

Church of the Transfiguration
in St. Andrew kept Birdie bal-
anced. She was one of the
founding members and leaders
in the church, and is still laud-
ed for her efforts today.

A Miami resident since
her return to the U.S., Birdie
is an active church member,
involved in the Affirmative
Aging Ministry, in which she is
a founding member, at Church
of The Ascension. She has also
been active in the affairs of the
condominium complex where
she lives. And, although
Birdie’s husband has passed
on, she has precious memories
that keep her smiling.

Indeed, her life has been
filled with events, both high
and low, that has shaped her in
countless ways. Asked what
has contributed most to her
indomitable spirit and longevi-
ty, Birdie said it is simple.

“I gave of myself,” she
explained. “Everywhere I
lived, I was an organizer,
always leading, always helping
people.

“And I don’t hate any-
body, I don’t envy anybody. I
do what I can. If I had lived
selfishly people would not
appreciate me the way that
they do.”

Story and photograph by
Dawn A. Davis, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC -
Despite a declaration from
Prime Minister Bruce Golding
that Jamaica should replace
the queen as head of state by
2012, when the country cele-
brates 50 years of political
Independence, most
Jamaicans are of the view that
the country would have been
better off had
it remained a
colony of
Britain. 

A poll
published by
the Jamaica
Gleaner shows
that of the
1,008 people
surveyed 60
percent are of the opinion that
the country would be better
off under British rule, while
17 percent felt they could be
worse off under Britain with
23 percent indicating they did
not know.

The poll was conducted
by Bill Johnson, on behalf of
the newspaper, between May
28-29 and June 4-5. It has a
margin of error of plus or

minus four percent. 
Jamaica attained its

Independence from Britain on
Aug. 6, 1962, and the Ministry
of Ministry of Culture is spear-
heading activities to celebrate
the milestone.

‘BYE BYE’ BRITAIN
In his contribution to the

2011/2012 budget debate,
Prime Minister Golding said
that  Jamaica would be saying
“bye-bye” to
Queen
Elizabeth II as
head of state
before
Independence
Day next year.
Golding said
he wanted
Jamaica to
make its 50th
year of Independence free of
its colonial ties to the British
monarchy.

“Transforming Jamaica
from a monarchical to a repub-
lican state means no disrespect,
and must not be interpreted in
this way,” Golding said.

“I have long believed that

if I am to have a queen, it must
be a Jamaican queen. I would
not wish to see us celebrate 50
years of Independence without
completing that part of our
‘sovereignization’, for want of
a better word,” he said.

But the poll found that
most Jamaicans have rejected
the suggestion that the current
Westminster model of govern-
ment be replaced with a
republican system.

At least 44 percent of
those surveyed said the cur-
rent Westminster system
should be retained, while 35
percent said it should be
replaced with a republican
system. Another 21 percent
answered ‘don’t know’ to the
question.

A constitutional commis-
sion in 1995 recommended
that Jamaica should no longer
have the hereditary monarch
of the United Kingdom as its
head of state, and that the
country should become a
republic with its own indige-
nous president as head of
state.

Æ
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Birdie’s eye view: Centenarian recalls rewarding life journey from Jamaica to U.S. 

Golding

Queen Elizabeth II



Members of Jamaica’s
team, which played
in the FIFA Under-

17 World Cup, showed off
other gifts recently by gener-
ously embracing the less for-
tunate.
During a break from tour-

nament action in Mexico,
Omar Holness, captain of the
Young Reggae Boyz, accom-
panied by his teammates,
presented an autographed

jersey to members of
ANVRIP, A.C. 
(the Asociacion Nacional 
De Voluntarios Para
Rehabilitcion Integrala
Paralisis, Asociacion Civil), 
a voluntary organization,
which assists disabled people.

The presentation was
made at the Jamaica team
hotel in San Pedro. The Boyz
were eliminated from the
2011 World Cup after com-

pleting group play against
Japan, Argentina and
France.

However, Jamaica scored
its first goal and earned its
first point ever at the Under-
17 World Cup. The last time
the Boyz played in the tour-
nament was in 1999.

Æ

Young Reggae Boyz embrace charity at 
World Cup in Mexico
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NEW YORK – Some of
Jamaica’s top athletes were 
in good form at the adidas
Grand Prix Diamond League
track meet here last month as
they get ready for the IAAF
World Championships in
Athletics (WCA) next month
in South Korea.

Steve Mullings upset
American Tyson Gay in a
photo finish, to win the men’s
100 meters. The 28-year-old
Jamaican defied rainy, chilly
conditions and three false
starts to clock 10.28 seconds,
an identical time to former
double WCA champion Gay.

A sprint relay gold medal-
ist at the 2009 WCA, Mullings
was away from the blocks
quickly and battled bravely to
hold off the fast-finishing Gay
at the line.

“I knew for me to have a

chance and run a perfect race
I had to nail him at the start
and when I could feel him
alongside me at the finish I
knew I had to hang on,” he
said.

Mullings was in good
shape coming into the race,
having clocked 9.80 seconds 
in Oregon earlier in the
month. Trinidadian Keston
Bledman was third in 10.33
seconds with Jamaican Nickel
Ashmeade fourth in 10.36.

SUCCESS
In the women’s 400 meters,

Jamaica’s Kaliese Spencer got
home ahead of compatriot
Rosemarie Whyte in a time of
50.98 seconds. Whyte finished
second in 51.54.

Most of the runners
admitted the conditions were
not ideal. Yet most were just
happy to finish healthy and
continue their preparations
for the WCA.

“I wasn’t expecting this
weather today, but it was a
great run,” said Spencer after
the race, a day after New York
had welcomed visitors with
bright sunshine and high tem-
peratures. “When I’m at home

I train in the rain at times…So
it was a great run.

“I’m actually in great
shape,” added Spencer, who

plans to run the 400 meters
hurdles at the World
Championships, but is also
hoping to land a spot on the
4x400 meters relay team as
well. “So I’m not worried at
all. Once I remain injury free I
should be doing well.”

Jamaican Jermaine
Gonzales clinched silver in the
men’s 400 meters in a time of
45.16 seconds, as Jeremy
Wariner of the United States
crossed the line first in 45.13.

Kenia Sinclair, who nor-
mally competes in the 800
meters, stormed down the
stretch to sweep past all rivals
in the 1500. The Jamaican was
using the longer event to get
ready for her specialty at the
WCA.

“For right now, all my
passion is in the 800,” Sinclair
said. “But I think like compet-
ing in the 1500 will make my
800 much stronger.”
In the men’s 100 “B” race, for-
mer Jamaica College athlete
Kimmari Roach won in 10.5
seconds.

Æ

Jamaican runners shine at adidas Grand Prix meet in New York
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BEST OF THE BOYZ

Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz Shavar Thomas, right, and Jason Morrison celebrate by lift-
ing goal scorer Demar Phillips.

Jamaica made a promisingrise in last month’s CON-
CACAF Gold Cup soc-

cer tournament in the United
States, but finally fell to the
host country. The Reggae
Boyz, one of four Caribbean
teams in the competition,
were undefeated in the group
stage, advancing to the quar-
terfinal where they were
beaten 2-0 by the U.S.

Jamaica had earlier beaten
Grenada 4-0, Guatemala 2-0
and Honduras 1-0 to become
the only Caribbean country
to move beyond the group
stage. Grenada, Cuba and
Guadeloupe were all elimi-
nated early. The U.S. was
defeated 4-2 by reigning
champion Mexico in the final.

Æ

Jamaica’s Steve Mullings, right, finishes ahead of American Tyson Gay in New York.

NOW AVAILABLE
Cricket DVD’s (1960-2009)

165 VHS Movies 

@2.99ea.

Call 24 Hours 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com
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C L A S S I F I E D A D S

MISCELLANEOUS

BLOWN HEAD GASKET? Any vehicle repair
yourself. State of the art 2-Component 

chemical process. Specializing in Cadillac
Northstar Overheating. 100% guaranteed. Call

Now: 1-866-780-9039
www.RXHP.com

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube Don’t miss
his New Original “What About Us” . . . Also

Missing You & It Might Be You All Performed by
Alex www.youtube.com/user/alextributes

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE:
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 3mo + FREE

NFL Sunday Ticket
w/Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! From

$29.99/mo Call by 7/7! 888-420-9466

DIRECTV - Over 150 channels for only
$29.99/mo! Free HD + HD DVR! Call Now to

lock in your price for a full year! 
1-866-535-2087

DISH Network delivers more for less! Packages
starting at $24.99/mo, Local channels included!

FREE HD for life! Free BLOCKBUSTER®
movies for 3 months. 1-888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL * Get a 4-
Room All-Digital Satellite system installed for
Free and programming starting at $24.99/mo.
Free HD/DVR upgrade for new callers, So Call

Now. 1-800-795-7279

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with
Warranty, 3 Pumps, LED lighting, Ozone

Deluxe Cover, maintenance
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice

$8995. Can deliver. 727-851-3217

WANTED YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS.
Unexpired. We buy Any Kind/Brand. Pay up to

$18.00 per box. Shipping Paid. Habalamos
Espanol. Call 1-800-267-9895
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com 

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

Abortion Not an Option? Consider Adoption. It’s
a Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned

Pregnancy. Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Loving, Financially Secure Families Await. 1-

877-341-1309 Atty Ellen
Kaplan (#0875228)

ADOPTION 888-812-3678 All Expenses Paid.
Choose a Loving, Financially Secure family

for your child 24 Hrs 7 Days Caring &
Confidential. Attorney Amy Hickman. 

(Lic. #832340)

*DIVORCE* BANKRUPTCY Starting at $65 *1
Signature Divorce *Missing Spouse Divorce

“We Come to you!” 1-888-705-7221 Since1992

LOVING ADOPTIONS GIVE YOUR BABY
THE BEST IN LIFE! Loving, Financially
Secure Families Waiting to Adopt. Prior
Birth Mothers On Staff Living & Medical

Expenses Paid Jodi Rutstein, an
Attorney/Social Worker Truly Cares about

You!! 1-800-852-0041 #133050 

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?

Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions. 866-413-6298.

ADOPTION   866-633-0397
Unplanned Pregnancy? 

Provide your baby with a
loving, financially secure family.

Living/Medical/Counseling expenses
paid.  Social worker on staff.  Call compas-

sionate attorney Lauren Feingold
(FL Bar#0958107) 24/7

ROOF REPAIRS CALL 24/7 Mobile Home
Roof Specialist & Flat Roof. Free Certified

Inspections.Lic/Ins CCC1327406. All Florida
Weatherproofing & Construction. 

1-877-572-1019 

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program.

Financial aid if qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS
Graduate in 14 Months. FAAApproved; financial
aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call
National Aviation Academy Today! 1-800-659-

2080 or NAA.edu 

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?
Finish from home fast for $399! Nationally

accredited. EZ pay. Free brochure. www.diplo-
maathome.com Call 800-470-4723

FINANCIAL

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least
62 years old? Stay in your home & Increase

cash flow! Safe & Effective! Call Now for your
FREE DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309

FOR SALE

BOB’S FILMS 1930’s to 1970’s. Out of Print,
Hard to Find Films. Free List: Bob’s Films, PO

Box 291746, Port Orange, FL 32129 
rmauro5@cfl.rr.com

METAL ROOFING & STEEL BUILDINGS.
Save $$$ buy direct from manufacturer. 20
colors in stock with trim & acces. 4 profiles

in 26 ga. panels. Carports, horse barns,
shop ports. Completely turn key jobs. All

Steel Buildings, Gibsonton, Florida. 1-800-
331-8341. www.allsteel-buildings.com 

HELPWANTED

ATTN: HOME COMPUTER WORK Work from
anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 Part-Time to
$7,500/Month Full-Time. Training provided.
www.ktrglobal.com or Call 1-888-304-2847 

$ CASH FAST $ • $500 daily returns on calls 
• No Selling! • IRS approved • Discover

Financial Freedom
Call 800-821-7458

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! Earn $12 - $48 per
hour / No Experience Full Benefits / Paid

Training 1-866-
477-4953, Ext. 57 Now Hiring!!

Frac Sand Haulers with complete bulk pneu-
matic rigs only Relocate to Texas for Tons of

work. Great company/
pay. Gas cards/Quick Pay available.1-800-491-

9029 (New Ad Copy)

Home Workers Needed Now Process Our
Orders for $5 Per Envelope. Guaranteed! Start

Immediately. For Free Information Call 800-
531-6828 or Click

WWW.HBPINFORMATION.COM

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn up to $150 per
day. Under cover Shoppers needed to judge
retail and dining establishments Exp Not Re.

Call 1-888-601-4861

PROCESS Mail From Home! Pay Weekly! Free
Supplies! Bonuses! Genuine Opportunity! Start

Immediately! Helping Homeworkers since
1992! Call 1-888-302-1512. 

www.howtowork-fromhome.com

$1380 weekly guaranteed. Stuff envelopes at
home. FT/PT. No experience necessary.

Deposit required - refundable. 1-888-206-2616
(Place Under Employment)

$1500 WEEKLY* NOW ACCEPTING!!! AT
HOME computer work. Start making money

today by simply entering data for our company,
No Experience Needed, training provided.

www.ExtraCashTyping.com

REAL ESTATE

Available Now 2-4 Bedroom Homes. Take Over
Payments. No Money Down. No Credit check!

Call Now 1-888-270-0372 

Bring the family! Sizzling Summer specials at
Florida’s Best Beach, New Smyrna Beach. See

it at www.NSBFLA.com/Specials Or 
Call 1-800-541-9621 

FRANKLIN NC- subdivision 1/3rd sold 30 lots
left. Were $25,000 to $115,000 Now half price.

w/financing. Also in town cottage. 1/1 Lease

option buy. 828-342-9349
IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -MIAMI, FL- 3BR/2BA

TOWNHOME, 2120sq.ft., Garage, 
enclosed backyard.

20547 NE 6th Ct, 33179. Auction 7/21, 10am.
Registration 9:30am. Sharon Sullivan 

954-423-7743
www.irsauctions.gov

NC MOUNTAINS HALF PRICED SALE
Foreclosed Lots,2.5acres & up from $17,000.

Limited time offer. High altitude, secluded, easi-
ly accessible, spectacular views. Bryson City.

CALL OWNER: 1-800-810-1590

NORTH CAROLINA - ALMOST 2 ACRES, nice
building tract, wooded, Bladen County,

$12,900. Owner financing 803-473-7125

SOUTH CAROLINA 5.6Acres - Beautiful Lake
Hartwell, boat ramp road, cleared homesite
w/septic, city water, electric, circle driveway,

creek, spring, hardwoods. Must Sell!
REDUCED $58,000. 321-254-9821

OWNER FINANCE  N. FLORIDA LAND
Beautiful area near springs and rivers,

5-10 acre tracts, No Credit Check, 
Easy Terms! Call For Free Color Brochure,

Shirley 800-545-3501 • 386-466-2254

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers:
Clinically proven all-natural supplement helps

reduce pain and enhance mobility. 
Call 888-662-1941 to try Hydraflexin RISK-

FREE for 90 days.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe
and affordable medications. Our licensed

Canadian mail order pharmacy will provide you
with savings of up to 90% on all your medica-

tion needs. Call Today 888-372-6740
use Promo code save133 for $25.00 off your

first prescription and free shipping.

Local STD/HIV Testing Did you know you can
have an STD and show no symptoms? Early

detection and treatment can prevent permanent
damage? Highest levels of privacy and discre-

tion. Call 1-888-587-0776

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 1-

800-871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery
Coupons, NOAH'S ARC Support No Kill

Shelters, Research to Advance Veterinary
Treatments FREE TOWING, Tax Deductible,

Non-Runners Accepted 1-866-912-Give
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