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Jamaica’s
Prime
Minister
Bruce Golding
survived a tur-
bulent 2010,
but he was not
the only

Caribbean leader to face a
tough year. And while many of
the region’s stalwarts also
passed on, several rose to
prominence, page 7.

~ David Paterson, in one of his
last acts before demitting the
office of New York governor,
reached an agreement with 
federal officials to help protect
illegal Caribbean immigrants
and others without criminal
records in the United States,
page 3.

U.S. political fight on immigration is
shifting to the states, where legislative
leaders in at least half dozen plan to
propose bills similar to a controversial
law adopted by Arizona last spring.
Illegal Caribbean immigrants are
among their targets, page 2.



WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States immigration
authorities say a new law
granting lawful permanent
resident status to certain
orphaned children from Haiti
has gone into effect.

The U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services
(USCIS) said the Help Haitian
Adoptees Immediately to
Integrate Act of 2010 (Help
HAITI Act of 2010) authorizes
it to grant “green cards” or per-
manent residence to Haitian
orphans who were evacuated
to the U.S. under the Haitian
Orphan Parole Program after
last year’s earthquake.

U.S. President Barack
Obama signed the bill into law
last month.

‘LEGAL CERTAINTY’
Nebraska Republican

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry,
the primary sponsor of the bill,
said the legislation provides
“legal certainty to the more
than 1,000 Haitian orphans
who were evacuated to the
U.S. after the earthquake.

“It would enable adoptive
American families to obtain
permanent residency for these
children more quickly and
efficiently,” he said.

Fortenberry, a member of
the House of Representatives’
Oversight and Government
Reform Committee, said he

was pleased
that the U.S.
Congress acted
to give “much-
needed securi-
ty” to the
Haitian
orphans who
were in the
process of
being adopted
by American families before
the tragic earthquake.

“The best thing we could
do is give these children and
their adoptive families the
comfort of knowing they are
here to stay,” he said.

EVACUATED
Following the massive

earthquake, Fortenberry said
the Haitian orphans were evac-
uated to American soil by the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, with the Haitian gov-
ernment’s permission, before
their adoptions could be final-
ized in Haitian courts.

Fortenberry said the Help
HAITI Act of 2010 would
help to normalize the immi-
gration procedures by allow-
ing adoptive American fami-
lies to apply immediately to
obtain legal permanent resi-
dency for their children and
enable to them eventually
qualify for U.S. citizenship. 

Æ

NEW YORK – As he 
demitted office on Dec. 31,
New York Governor David
Paterson said he reached an
agreement with United States
federal officials to help pro-
tect illegal Caribbean and oth-
ers without criminal records.

Paterson, the grandson of
Jamaican and Grenadian
immigrants, said the agree-
ment seeks to appease critics
of a new government program
to strengthen immigration
enforcement.

He said the agreement
ensures that immigrants who
pose the greatest threat to
public safety are “a priority”
for the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Office of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

“While I am very con-
cerned with protecting the
civil rights of immigrants, I am
equally cognizant of the fact
that this state is a prime target
for terrorism,” Paterson
explained. “This new agree-
ment balances the homeland
security and civil liberties
issues that have surrounded
the Secure Communities ini-
tiative.”

INFO SHARING
Under the enforcement

program, called Secure
Communities, fingerprints col-
lected by local police depart-
ments are automatically
shared with federal immigra-

tion officials.
Paterson said the “corner-

stone” of Secure Communities
is the activation of new infor-
mation-sharing capabilities to
automatically alert local law
enforcement and ICE when
potentially deportable crimi-
nal immigrants come into
local custody.

Advocates for the 
immigrant community had
expressed concern that, 
under the original agreement,
Caribbean and other immi-
grants charged with minor
offenses could face deporta-

tion. They had also expressed
concern that such a sweeping
initiative would discourage
immigrants from cooperating
with police.

With the new agreement,
Paterson said, “it is clear that
convicted felons, and not indi-
viduals whose only offense is
remaining in the country ille-
gally, are the target of Secure
Communities.

“The agreement also
makes clear that aliens with
misdemeanor convictions 
and pose no discrete threat 
to national security are not
the focus of Secure
Communities,” he said.

Rather, Paterson said
their purpose is to “identify,
detain and remove from the
United States aliens who have
been previously deported and
who illegally (re) entered the
country, or who are subject to
removal because they pose a
homeland security concern or
threat to the public safety.”

The negotiated agreement
came as the governor last
month pardoned 24 immi-
grants, including Caribbean
nationals, who were subjected
to deportation because of
prior criminal convictions.

Æ

New U.S. law grants legal
status to orphaned Haitians

N.Y. governor reaches agreement to protect
non-criminal illegal Caribbean immigrants

NEW YORK – A former
Guyanese politician has been
sentenced to life in prison for
plotting to blow up fuel tanks
at John F. Kennedy
International Airport.

Abdul Kadir, 56, once the
mayor of Guyana’s second-
largest city Linden, and a for-
mer member of the country’s
Parliament, sat quietly as Judge
Dora L. Irizarry of Federal
District Court in Brooklyn
gave him the life sentence last
month.

“There can be no doubt
whatsoever that the offenses
for which Mr. Kadir was con-
victed are about as serious as
they come, short of murder,”
the judge said, adding that he
had taken part in “a plan that
would clearly cause devasta-
tion unimaginable.”

In a statement that lasted

more than 30 minutes, Kadir
insisted that he was not guilty.

“The God that created us
all and knows our inner
thoughts knows I’m innocent,”
he said.

“At no time did I ever
pose a threat to any person or
property in this country,” he
added.

UNMOVED
But Judge Irizarry dis-

missed that claim.
“Forgive me if I don’t buy

into your statement,” she said
before handing down the max-
imum sentence.

Kadir’s lawyer, Kafahni
Nkrumah, had asked Judge
Irizarry for a 15-year sen-
tence, saying the detonation
scheme would have been next
to impossible to carry out.

“There was no harm that

could have come to anyone
despite the grandiose plan,”
he said.

But United States federal
prosecutor Marshall L. Miller
said that Kadir had taken con-
crete steps to advance a plan
that sought to “dwarf 9/11”
and “harm America.”

Kadir was one of several
Caribbean men who federal
prosecutors said had schemed
to detonate the tanks, believ-
ing that the explosions would
set off a chain reaction along a
fuel pipeline through much of
New York City.

The bulk of the evidence
in the case came from Steven
Francis, a convicted drug 
dealer and paid informer, 
who contributed financial and
logistical support to the plot-
ters. Francis secretly recorded
conversations in which the
men planned the attack.

RINGLEADER
Prosecutors said the ring-
leader was Russell M.
Defreitas, a Guyanese immi-
grant and U.S. citizen, who
had worked at the airport as a
cargo handler and who, along
with Kadir, was arrested in
2007 and convicted in August
after a month-long trial.

Æ

Ex-Guyana M.P. jailed in plot to blow up U.S. airport
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WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Legislative leaders in at least
half a dozen states in the
United States say they will pro-
pose bills similar to a contro-
versial law to fight illegal immi-
gration from the Caribbean
and elsewhere that was adopt-
ed by Arizona last spring.

The initiative came even
though a U.S. federal court
has suspended central provi-

sions of the Arizona statute.
The efforts, led by

Republicans, are part of what
has been described as a wave
of state measures coming this
year aimed at cracking down
on illegal immigration.

“The federal govern-
ment’s failure to enforce our
border hasfunctionally turned
every state into a border
state,” said Randy Terrill, a
Republican representative in
Oklahoma, who has led the
drive for anti-illegal immigra-
tion laws there.

“This is federalism in
action,” he added. “The states
are stepping in and filling the
void left by the federal gov-
ernment.”

PUNISHMENT
Legislators have also

announced measures to limit
access to public colleges and
other benefits for illegal
Caribbean and other immi-
grants, and to punish employ-
ers who hire them.

This month, at least five
states plan to begin an unusu-
al coordinated effort to cancel
automatic U.S. citizenship for
children born in the U.S. to
illegal immigrant parents.

Opponents say that effort
would be unconstitutional,
arguing that the power to
grant citizenship resides with
the federal government, not
with the states.

Still, political observers
say the chances of passing
many of these measures
appear better than at any time
since 2006, when many states,

frustrated with inaction in
Washington, began proposing
initiatives to curb illegal immi-
gration.

Republicans gained more
than 690 seats in state legisla-
tures nationwide in the
November U.S. midterm elec-
tions, winning their strongest
representation at the state
level in more than 80 years.  

GRIDLOCK?
Few people expect move-

ment on immigration issues
when Congress reconvenes
this month in a divided
Washington. Republicans,
who will control the House of
Representatives, do not sup-
port an overhaul of immigra-
tion laws that President
Barack Obama has promised
to continue to push. State law-
makers say it has fallen to
them to act.

Among the states expect-
ed to introduce bills similar to
Arizona’s are Georgia,
Mississippi, Nebraska,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and
South Carolina.

The Arizona law author-
ized the state and local police
to ask about the immigration
status of anyone they detained
for other reasons, if they have
a “reasonable suspicion” that
the person was an illegal
immigrant. Acting on a law-
suit filed by the Obama ad
In November, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit heard arguments on an
appeal of that stay by
Arizona.

“States will push ahead
regardless of the Ninth
Circuit,” said Kris Kobach, a
law professor and politician
from Kansas who helped many
states devise immigration laws
- including Arizona’s. “A lot of
people recognize that the dis-
trict judge’s decision is very
much open to dispute.”

PROBLEMS
Meantime, New York

Police Department (NYPD)
Commissioner Raymond
Kelly said a new U.S. federal
program to hunt down and
deport illegal Caribbean and
other immigrants arrested in
New York could cause prob-
lems for the force.

Kelly said the Secure
Communities fingerprint-
matching program could dis-
courage immigrant victims
and witnesses from talking
with cops.

“We want people to feel
free to contact the police, to
walk into police stations; com-
municate with the police,” he
said. “To the extent that that
act (Secure Communities)
may have some effect on that,
that’s problematic.”

The national Secure
Communities program checks

the fingerprints of everyone
arrested against immigration
databases. U.S. federal

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents can
decide whether to deport 

the offenders.
- CMC

Æ

U.S. political fight on illegal Caribbean immigration shifts to states
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC – A judge here has
released an American aid
worker after he was jailed for
allegedly kidnapping a 15-
month-old boy.

Paul Waggoner, who had
been held since mid-December,
told reporters on his release
Dec. 29 that the unidentified
judge had found “contradic-
tions” in statements from the
boy’s father. He said the boy’s
parents had been trying to
extort him and that “it was a
matter of a father and a mother
trying to make a dime off of
their kid.”

Gary Lisade, Waggoner’s
lawyer, said he had submitted
to the judge a death certificate
from the hospital where the
boy he was accused of kidnap-
ping had died. He said he also
gave the court an affidavit
from the American doctor
who treated the boy.

Jon Piechowski, a
spokesman for the U.S.
Embassy in Haiti, said anoth-
er Haitian judge had conclud-
ed that sufficient evidence
existed to hold Waggoner
while investigators evaluated
the father’s complaint that the
American kidnapped his criti-
cally-ill son from the hospital.
Piechowski said Waggoner
was working at the Haitian
Community Hospital in
Petionville in February when
the Haitian man sought treat-
ment for his son.

Waggoner’s supporters,
including two physicians, said
the child died, and that his
body was cremated because
the father would not claim the
remains.

But the child’s unidenti-
fied father told the court that
the child survived and that
Waggoner had kidnapped him.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC -
The Jamaica government has
strongly defended its fight
against illegal drugs after a
leaked United States Embassy
cable painted the Bruce
Golding government as
enablers of drug traffickers.

The cable, which is among
more than 200,000 obtained 
by whistle-blower website
WikiLeaks, said that Cuban
anti-drug officials were frustrat-
ed with Jamaica’s efforts to bat-
tle drug trafficking in the region.

But National Security
Minister Dwight Nelson told
The Gleaner last month that
the contents of the cable were
“absolute rubbish.

“For the last three years,
the efforts of the army in seek-
ing to combat drug trafficking
have been immense, and prior
to that. That is absolute rub-
bish and nonsense,” he told
the newspaper.

The cable, which was 
written on Aug. 11, 2009 by
Jonathan Farrar, the United
States chief of mission in
Havana, stated: “A prevailing
concern and significant frus-
tration on the Cuban side is

the reportedly complete lack
of cooperation afforded them
by the GOJ when it comes to
CD (Counter-Drug) informa-
tion sharing”.

It noted that Cuban
Ministry of Interior officials
contend that smugglers from
Jamaica were using Cuban air-
space and water to transport
drugs destined for the US.

The cable detailed an inci-
dent where 13 bales of mari-
juana from Jamaica, destined
for The Bahamas, were
dropped off in a field in Cuba
because the plane the smug-
glers were using developed

engine problems.

SURPRISE
But Nelson, told the news-

paper that he was surprised at
the contents of the cable
because of the work that the
U.S. and Jamaica have done to
fight drug and gun smuggling.

“We have been fighting it
like hell, pouring resources
into it. We even have sat down
with the U.S. to work this
out,” he said.

Meanwhile, the main
Opposition People’s National
Party has called on the govern-
ment to respond to the allega-
tions contained in the cable.

“Once again the commit-
ment of this administration to
fight the drug trade is being
called into question,” said 
Peter Bunting, Opposition
spokesman on national security.

“…The claims in this
cable give credence to the
many reports of the close links
between the JLP administra-
tion and the criminal under-
world,” he added.

Æ

Judge releases U.S. aid worker
accused of kidnapping Haitian

NEW YORK – Two promi-
nent Caribbean legislators
expressed outrage by the
blocking of a bill by the
United States Senate that
would have granted legal sta-
tus to hundreds of thousands
of illegal Caribbean and other
immigrant students. 

The bill, known as the
DREAM Act, last month
received 55 votes in favor
with 41 against, a tally short
of the 60 supporting votes
needed to bring it to the floor
of the U.S. Congress for
debate.

U.S. Congresswoman
Yvette D. Clarke, the daugh-
ter of
Jamaican
immigrants,
and Jamaican-
born, New
York State
Assemblyman
Nick Perry,
said they were
also both
“very disap-
pointed and saddened” by the
rejection of the Development,
Relief and Education for
Alien Minor (DREAM) Act. 

“It is unfortunate and a
great disappointment that the
Senate was not able to bring
the DREAM Act to the floor
for a final vote,” Clarke, 
representative for the 11th
Congressional District in
Brooklyn, New York, the
largest district of Caribbean
immigrants in the U.S., told
the Caribbean Media
Corporation (CMC).  

Perry, who represents the
58th Assembly District in
Brooklyn, said while oppo-
nents of the DREAM Act
“can attempt to shroud their
bigotry with pseudo-patriotic,
anti-terrorism rhetoric, a vote
against the DREAM Act was
nothing short of anti-

American. 
“Thousands of hard-

working young men and
women have been penalized
due to no fault of their own,
and nothing could be more
un-American,” the assistant
majority leader of the New
York State Assembly told
CMC.

Five Democrats broke
ranks to vote against the bill,
while only three Republicans
voted for it. The defeat in the
Senate came after the House
of Representatives passed the
bill earlier last month.

Æ

Caribbean legislators upset by blocking
of ‘Dream’ immigrant bill by U.S. Senate

WikiLeaks reveals U.S. cable linking Jamaica
to illegal drug trafficking; gov’t denies claim
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad,
CMC – Sir Ellis Clarke, the
last governor general and first
president of Trinidad and
Tobago, died here on Dec. 30
after suffering stroke late last
month.

Sir Ellis, an attorney who
celebrated his 93rd birthday
on Dec. 28, had also served as
ambassador to the United
States and Mexico and perma-
nent representative to the
United Nations.

Sir Ellis, who suffered a

stroke on Nov. 24,
was the author of
the T&T
Republic
Constitution. He
served as head of
state between
1976 and 1987
and was the recip-
ient of the Trinty
Cross, then the
highest award of
the oil-rich twin
island republic.

Æ

ONNECTICUT - A United
States federal judge here sen-
tenced an American school
founder, who young Haitian
men once hailed as a savior,
to nearly 20 years in prison,
for sexually abusing them.

Judge Janet Bond
Arterton called Douglas
Perlitz, 40, a serial rapist and
molester as she imposed the
19 year, seven month sentence
for abusing the men when
they were boys under his care.
“We’re very pleased with the
sentence,” said Bruce Foucart,
special agent in charge of the
U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Office of Homeland Security
Investigations in Boston,
Connecticut.

“He was brought to jus-
tice, and I hope it sends a

strong message to people who
are doing that or who are
even thinking about doing
that,” he added.

Prosecutors said Perlitz had
arrived in the northern Haitian
city of Cap-Haitien in 1997,
where he opened a charitable
school called the Project Pierre
Toussaint (PPT). He got home-
less boys off the streets and
gave them shelter, food and
education, prosecutors said.

Perlitz admitted in
August that he engaged in
illicit sexual conduct with
eight children who attended
the school. He apologized to
the victims before his sen-
tence, saying he knew his
crimes were horrible.

TURNED BAD
Nonetheless, Perlitz

pleaded for leniency, asking
Judge Arterton to consider
the good work he did in the
impoverished, French-speak-
ing Caribbean country.

“They say a convicted sex
offender has no future, but I
would like to try to prove peo-
ple wrong,” he said. “At times
I would rather die than carry
this burden to be honest.”

U.S. authorities had flown
six of the victims, now young
men, here to testify against
Perlitz. Prosecutors had asked
Judge Arterton for a prison
sentence of nearly 20 years,
stating that he had preyed on
the vulnerable Haitian street
children. Arterton complied,
citing Perlitz’s abuse of at least
16 children.

Æ

MIAMI, Florida – A Haitian
man acquitted here of all
charges in a terrorism case
three years ago is still facing
deportation to his earthquake-
ravaged homeland. 

United States immigration
authorities said they still con-
sider Lyglenson Lemorin, 35,
a terrorist sympathizer and a
threat to national security. 
Lemorin’s lawyer has, there-
fore, filed an emergency peti-
tion to stop the legal
American resident’s removal
from the U.S.

Immigration experts,
however, said the odds are
stacked against him, because
the federal appeals court
reviewing his case rarely
grants such relief. 

“It’s a complete tragedy, a
complete disregard for human
life,” said Lemorin’s immigra-
tion attorney Charles Kuck
last month. “Haiti is still an
unmitigated disaster.” 

In court filings, U.S.
Justice Department lawyers
said they oppose the emer-
gency petition, stating only
that Lemorin won’t be deport-
ed before Jan. 12. That date
will be the first anniversary of

the massive earthquake that
struck Haiti, killing an esti-
mated 300,000 people and
leaving 1.5 million homeless. 

Lemorin, who grew up
here, has been jailed in
Georgia, Florida and now
Louisiana, and could be
deported as soon as this
month, his lawyer said. 

U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
is expected to resume depor-
tations of Haitian nationals
convicted of crimes in the U.S.
this month. 

LUMPED IN
Although Lemorin has no

conviction, he is being lumped
together with those who do,
Kuck said. 

ICE said there are about
350 Haitian nationals with
convictions in its custody
nationwide. 

Deportations to Haiti
were placed on hold after last
January’s earthquake.  

Chuck said Lemorin,
charged in 2006 with conspir-
ing to provide “material sup-
port” to al Qaeda after an FBI
sting operation, has no crimi-
nal record and has lived law-

fully in the U.S. since the
1980s. His deportation under
those circumstances would be
highly unusual, according to
legal experts.

Lemorin’s liberty is not
the only issue at stake. He
would be leaving behind his
wife and their three children,
who live in North Miami
Beach.

“We would be all alone,
because the man of the family
would be gone,” said
Charlene Mingo Lemorin, 31,
a hairdresser who undergoes
kidney dialysis. She said her
medical condition would pre-
vent her from moving the
family to Haiti. 

“I still can’t understand
why he’s being penalized for
something he didn’t do,” she
told reporters. 

RESUMPTION
Lemorin’s last resort is the

11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Atlanta, Georgia.
In addition to his emergency
petition, the court is still con-
sidering his final appeal, filed
earlier. It aims to block his
deportation.  But, in the
meantime, ICE can still 

send him back to the impover-
ished, French-speaking
Caribbean country. 

Declining to comment
specifically on Lemorin’s case,
ICE spokeswoman Barbara
Gonzalez said that the agency
decided last month, in coordi-
nation with Haiti’s govern-

ment, to resume the deporta-
tion of Haitian nationals with
convictions. She said ICE is
“legally required to repatriate
criminal aliens to their coun-
try of origin.”

Æ

T&T’s first president, last governor general dies

American ‘savior’ jailed for sexually abusing Haitians

Haitian acquitted in terror case fights deportation from U.S.
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GEORGIA - A United States
customs agent has been
charged with trying to smug-
gle large quantities of drug
money and guns between
Jamaica and the state of
Georgia, according to U.S.
authorities.

In a case that led under-
cover federal investigators to
millions of dollars worth of the
drug ecstasy, authorities said
that the alleged drug and gun
trafficking took place through
Atlanta’s busy airport.

They said 14 people were
charged in the suspected
scheme to transport drugs,
cash and weapons between
Jamaica and Atlanta, the 
capital of the state.

U.S. federal investigators
said 45-year-old Devon
Samuels, a federal Customs and

Border Security employee,
acted as the group’s insider,
using his badge to bypass securi-
ty and avoid screening at
Hartsfield-Jackson International
Airport in Atlanta. U.S. attor-
ney Sally Quillian Yates said a
three-month investigation also
led to the discovery of $2.8 mil-
lion worth of ecstasy, one of the
largest seizures of the drug ever.

Samuels was charged with
accepting more than $90,000
from undercover agents to
launder drug money, smuggle
cash by plane to Jamaica and
try to bring weapons onto an
aircraft. His wife, Keisha
Jones, a Delta Air Lines
employee in Atlanta, was also
charged with money launder-
ing and smuggling.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Congress has
voted to impose strict new lim-
its on transferring detainees
out of the Guantánamo Bay
prison in Cuba, dealing a

major blow to President
Barack Obama’s pledge to
close the detention center and
give U.S. federal court trials to
many of the prisoners.

The Guantánamo provi-
sions were contained in a
major defense authorization
bill, which both the House of
Representatives and the
Senate passed late last month,

the final day of Congress’s
lame-duck session.

Robert M. Chesney, a
University of Texas law pro-
fessor who specializes in
national security issues, said
the legislation would make it
even harder to close the
prison, at the American mili-
tary base in Cuba. He said the
next Congress, in which
Republicans will have more

power, was likely to keep or
even intensify the restrictions.

COMMITTED
Obama did not directly

address the legislation at a
news conference last month.
But he said he remained com-
mitted to eventually closing
the prison at Guantánamo,
because it was a symbol that
was “probably the number
one recruitment tool” for ter-
rorist propaganda.

One of the bill’s provi-
sions bans the purchase or
construction of any facility
inside the U.S. for housing
detainees now being held at
Guantánamo.

The Obama administra-
tion has proposed acquiring a
prison in Thomson, Illinois
for the purpose of holding
several dozen detainees it said
are too dangerous to release,
but too difficult to prosecute.

Attorney General 
Eric H. Holder Jr., who has
Barbadian roots, argued that
they would be a “dangerous”
intrusion on the executive
branch’s constitutional powers
to make prosecutorial deci-
sions.

Æ

U.S. busts illegal drugs, gun
trade involving Jamaica

EL PASO, Texas – A United
States district judge has reject-
ed a request from the man
accused of bombing a Cubana
airliner off Barbados to throw
out evidence against him by
the Cuban government. 

U.S. District Judge
Kathleen Cardone, of federal
district court here, last month
turned down Luis Posada
Carriles’s request, and kept his
scheduled Jan. 10 trial date here.

Posada, who was the
alleged mastermind behind
the 1976 bombing of the
Cubana airliner off the coast
of Barbados, is charged with
lying under oath during immi-
gration procedures about his

role in a dozen 1997 bombings
of Havana hotels. He’s not
charged with the bombings,
which killed an Italian tourist.

Judge Cardone denied a
motion by Posada’s Miami
lawyer Arturo V. Hernandez
to throw out 6,200 pages of
evidence gathered by the
Cuban government and sub-
mitted in the case by U.S.
prosecutors.

Cuban authorities allege
Posada was behind the Oct. 6,
1976, bombing of the Cubana
airliner in midair off the coast
of Barbados, killing all 73 pas-
sengers on board.

Æ

Judge rejects man’s request
in Cubana airliner bombing

Major blow to Obama’s push to empty Cuba prison

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
Jamaica civil aviation officials
were at press time awaiting a
report from their United
States counterpart regarding
an incident at Miami
International Airport involv-
ing a male passenger bound
for Jamaica on Dec. 28.

A man’s bags were being
unloaded at Gate D-17 from
American Airlines flight 2585
from Boston when an explo-
sion occurred. Officials said
37-year-old man, a U.S. citi-
zen, had hundreds of blasting
caps in his luggage when one
ignited.

None of the 148 passen-

gers aboard Flight 2585 was
harmed, American Airlines
said.

The U.S. Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) has
ruled out any terrorist link
and the Miami-Dade Police
and the FBI arrested the man
for carrying a type of explo-
sive which set off the alarm
system at the airport.

Colonel Oscar Darby,
director general of Jamaica’s
Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA), said he expected the
information on Dec. 29 from
the agency’s counterpart in 
the U.S.

“We have learnt of the

incident and we are checking
our contacts or counterparts
in Miami to see if we can get
any details on the incident,”
Darby said. “As soon as we
do I should be able to tell you
something on it.”

FBI spokesman, Special
Agent Michael Leverock, who
confirmed there was no link to
terrorism, said the man, whose
identity had not been released
up to press time, was charged
with travelling without a
license to carry ammunition.
He was being held at a U.S.
federal detention center.

Æ

Jamaica bound passenger had no terrorist links ~ FBI

HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
- Three Bermudian crew
members have been detained
by the United States Coast
Guard after a yacht with mari-
juana valued at $13 million on
board was intercepted in the
Caribbean, local authorities
said late last month.

Up to press time they said
that the three unidentified
nationals may face prosecution
in the U.S. and that the inci-
dent occurred nine days ago.

“On Monday, December
13, the United States Coast
Guard intercepted a 34-foot
Bermuda-owned and regis-
tered sloop in international
waters in the Caribbean, as a

result of a joint operation
between RCC Bermuda
(Rescue Co-ordination
Centre), HM Customs
Bermuda, Bermuda Police
Service and other law enforce-
ment agencies in the USA,” a
police spokesman said.

“The vessel had sailed
from Bermuda with a crew of
three Bermudians on board at
which time its stated destina-
tion was the Caribbean.

“At the time of its inter-
ception it appeared to have
been leaving the Caribbean
area,” the spokesman said,
adding that “upon searching
the vessel, a significant quanti-
ty of cannabis and cannabis

resin was discovered on board.
Initial estimates of the street
value in Bermuda of the illegal
drug are in excess of $13 mil-
lion.

“The vessel has been
seized by the (U.S.) Coast
Guard and the three
Bermudian crew members
detained. When jurisdictional
rights have been agreed upon,
the crew is expected to face
prosecution, possibly in the
USA, whereupon HM
Customs and the Bermuda
Police Service will continue 
to provide all necessary 
support.”

Æ

Bermudians detained by U.S. Coast Guard
following $13M drug seizure in Caribbean
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NEW YORK – In what has
been described as a fierce turf
battle, rooted in the growing
pressures on the medical 
profession and academia,
Caribbean offshore medical
schools claim they are increas-
ingly attacked by New York
medical schools.

The deans of the
Caribbean schools charge that
New York state’s 16 medical
schools have begun an aggres-
sive campaign to persuade the
New York State Board of
Regents to make it harder, if
not impossible, for Caribbean
and other foreign schools to
use New York hospitals as
extensions of their own cam-
puses.

The changes, if approved,
could put at least some of the
Caribbean schools in jeopardy,
their deans said, because their
small islands lack the hospitals
to provide the hands-on train-
ing that a doctor needs to be
licensed in the United States.

IMPLICATIONS
Medical experts here also

said that the dispute has far-

reaching implications for med-
ical education and the licens-
ing of physicians across the
U.S. More than 42,000 stu-
dents apply to medical schools
in the U.S. every year, with
only about 18,600 matriculat-
ing, leaving some of those,
who are rejected, to look to
foreign schools.

Graduates of foreign
medical schools in the

Caribbean and elsewhere con-
stitute more than a quarter of
the residents in U.S. hospitals.

With experts predicting a
shortage of 90,000 doctors in
the U.S. by 2020, the defend-
ers of these schools said they
fill a need because their grad-
uates are more likely than
their American-trained peers
to go into primary and family
care, rather than into higher-

paying specialties, like surgery.
Medical experts said New

York has been particularly
affected by the influx because
it trains more medical stu-
dents and residents - fledgling
doctors who have just gradu-
ated from medical school -
than any other state.

The New York medical
school deans said they want to
expand their own enrollment
to fill the
looming short-
age, but claim
that their abil-
ity to do so is
impeded by
competition
with the
Caribbean
schools for
clinical train-
ing slots in New York hospi-
tals.

“These are designed to be
for-profit education mills to
train students to pass the
boards, which is all they need
to get a license,” said Dr.
Michael J. Reichgott, a profes-
sor at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in the

Bronx, New York.

AFRAID
But Charles Modica,

chancellor of St. George’s
University in Grenada, whose
first class started studying in
1977, making it one of the old-
est in the Caribbean, said the
New York deans were simply
afraid of competition.

“It’s basically a situation
where the New York state
deans just can’t hold their
noses high enough up in the
air, and I think it’s disgrace-
ful,” he told reporters here.

“If the domestic schools
felt we were taking opportuni-
ties away from their students,
if they can specifically tell us
what location we were taking
them away from - that ques-
tion was never answered,”
said Dr. Nancy Perri, chief
academic officer at Ross
University in Dominica.

Foreign schools send to
New York about 2,200 stu-
dents, more than 90 percent of
them from the Caribbean,

Fierce turf battle looms between medical schools in New York, Caribbean

PETER RICHARDS

Death stalked the
Caribbean community
in 2010, overshadowing

many significant events such as
the election of a first woman
head of government in Trinidad
and Tobago, Bermuda and St.
Maarten, as well as the contin-
ued impact of the global eco-
nomic and financial crisis on 
the region. 

None of the 15-member
CARICOM grouping was
spared, as the hand of death
swept across the region, trans-
forming the capital of the
French-speaking nation of
Haiti into a massive graveyard

and bringing about a change
in the leadership of govern-
ment in Barbados. 

Prominent academics,
internationally acclaimed

entertainers, well respected
regional jurists and ordinary
citizens contributed to the
death toll over the past 12
months, in addition to the sig-
nificant numbers murdered in
Jamaica, T&T, Belize and
Guyana. 

Even the extradition of a
reputed Jamaican drug king-
pin to the United States led to
at least 76 deaths, while plane

crashes in Suriname, The
Bahamas and St. Vincent and
the Grenadines left many fam-
ilies without their loved ones. 

HAITI’S PLIGHT
But it was in Haiti that the

stench of death lingered the
most. On Jan. 12, an earth-
quake with a magnitude of 7.0
hit the impoverished country,
killing an estimated 300,000
people and leaving more than
a million others homeless. It
literally destroyed all the
buildings in the capital. 

“This is actually the
largest earthquake we have
seen in the last 200 years in
this region,” said U.S. geo-
physicist Julie Dutton. 

The earthquake also deci-
mated the government by
killing scores of public ser-
vants who would have been
required to play a major role
in rebuilding the country that
the international donors said

would need billions of dollars
in aid over the coming years. 

But even as Haiti grap-
pled with the aftermath of the
earthquake, the country was
plunged into another crisis as
a cholera outbreak killed
nearly 3,000 people by
yearend. The country also 
suffered loss of lives due to
the rains and winds associated
with the tropical storms of the
June to November Atlantic
hurricane season.

THOMPSON GOES
In the case of Barbados,

CARICOM citizens joined in
mourning the death of Prime
Minister David Thompson, 
48, who succumbed to pancre-
atic cancer in October.
Thompson’s deputy Fruendel
Stuart was sworn in as the
country’s new leader.

Sir Edwin Carrington

Yearend wrap-up: Deaths, disasters haunt Caribbean in 2010
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Spencer indebted to the appeal court for
the survival of his administration.

Mottley ousted as Barbados’s Opposition
leader.



stepped down as CARICOM
secretary general in 2010.

Up to press time Haitians
were still unsure as to who
would replace President René
Préval after the Nov. 28 incon-
clusive presidential elections
were marred by allegations of
voter irregularities and fraud. 

Former First Lady
Mirlande Manigat and govern-
ment technocrat Jude Celestin
emerged as the two frontrun-
ners for a second round of
voting this month, but the
results led to sporadic gunfire
and inevitably the loss of lives
as Haitians took to the streets
to protest the preliminary fig-
ures. 

Britain’s relationship with
its Caribbean overseas territo-
ries also took a battering in
2010, with the newly elected
Anguilla Chief Minister
Hubert Hughes telling voters
that he was emphatically
asked by the island’s British
Governor Alistair Harrison to
resign. The chief minister
assured residents that the gov-
ernment they elected in
February continues to func-
tion.

In May, Patrick Manning
called general elections in
T&T, nearly three years
before the constitutional

deadline. It resulted T&T
electing its first ever woman
head of government in 58-
year-old Kamla Persad-
Bissessar, for whom 2010 had
been kind. In February she
became the first woman to be
elected Opposition Leader in

T&T, one month after she
decisively got rid of Basdeo
Panday, the leader of the main
Opposition party United
National Congress (UNC), in
a bruising campaign.  

Persad-Bissessar joins the
late Dame Eugenia Charles of
Dominica, Janet Jagan of
Guyana and Portia Simpson
Miller of Jamaica who have
headed governments in their
respective Caribbean coun-
tries. For now, she will have
company in the persons of
Premier Paula Cox in
Bermuda, who replaced a

retired Dr. Ewart Browne,
and veteran politician Sarah
Wescott-Williams in St
Maarten, both of whom took
over as heads of their respec-
tive governments in October. 

In Suriname, Desi
Bouterse returned from the
political wilderness, a convic-
tion in absentia on drug traf-
ficking charges and being
accused of the 1982 murder of
15 people, to become the
president of the Dutch-speak-
ing CARICOM country. 

Prime Minister Baldwin
Spencer was indebted to the
Eastern Caribbean Court of
Appeal for the survival of his
administration in Antigua and
Barbuda, after a lower court
had earlier ruled that his elec-
tion, and that of two senior
government ministers, were
invalid due to polling day
irregularities in Mar. 2009.

Dominica’s Prime
Minister Roosevelt Skerrit
and his Education Minister
Peter St. Jean will be hoping
for a similar ruling in their
dual citizenship case that is
now before the courts, while
in Jamaica, the issue of dual
citizenship has been playing
itself out in the courts, so far
without affecting the balance
of power in the 60-member
Parliament. 

Former Barbados Prime
Minister Owen Arthur,
according to Mia Mottley,
needed the help of a “kanga-
roo court” established by the
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
to oust her from the position
of Opposition leader she held
since 2008. 

Prime Minister Bruce
Golding survived various calls
for his resignation in Jamaica
in the controversy that
engulfed the country before
and after the extradition of
Christopher “Dudus Coke to
the United States where he

faces drugs and gun trafficking
charges.

Violence flared in West
Kingston when security forces
launched an offensive to cap-
ture Coke in June, resulting in
the deaths of 76 persons and
the imposition of a limited
state of emergency. Coke later
surrendered to law enforce-
ment officials and waived his
rights to an extradition trial in
Jamaica. 

MONEY MATTERS
Economically, the region

still grappled with the effects
of the global economic crisis,
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
acknowledging that the effect
had been uneven. At yearend,
the region’s tourism industry
was still hoping that Britain
would reform its controversial
air passenger duty (APD) that
stakeholders said could crip-
ple the industry.

The leaders of six Eastern
Caribbean states signed a
treaty establishing a single
economic space among them
and immediately signaled that
they were prepared to widen
the initiative to include other
regional countries. The lead-
ers of Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts
and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines,
signed the revised Treaty of
Basseterre, bringing into
being the Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) Economic Union. 

STORMS
St. Lucia and St. Vincent

bore the brunt of the passage
of Hurricane Tomas in late
October with the death toll in
St. Lucia at seven, even as
Tourism Minister Allen
Chastanet said “unfortunately
there are still people who are
buried” mainly in the south-
ern town of Soufriere where
the rains caused a number of
landslides. 

At least nine people were
confirmed dead in Jamaica as
the heavy rains associated
with Tropical Storm Nicole
affected the island.  

Acclaimed Caribbean aca-
demic Professor Rex
Nettleford, 77, died in a U.S.
hospital, and the region also
bade farewell to social anthro-
pologist Professor Alton Barry
Chevannes, noted economist
Prof. Denis Pantin, journalist
and university lecturer John
Maxwell, journalist Norman
Faria, who served as Guyana’s
honorary consul in Barbados
for 16 years, prominent St.
Lucian educator and cultural
activist Patricia Ellen Charles,
and former Privy Council
Judge Sir Vincent Flossiac. 

Johan Ferrier, Suriname’s
first president after the country
gained Independence in 1975,
died a few months short of his

100th birthday, while former
Dominica President Crispin
Sorhaindo and Dr. Bernard
Yankey, a former OECS com-
missioner to Canada also died
during the year. 

Suriname also mourned
the death of the Governor of
the Central Bank of Suriname
André Telting, and Guyana
said farewell to former
Deputy Prime Minister
Winston Murray, who died
without regaining conscious-
ness 11 days after he collapsed
and hit his head. 

The live performances of
Dame Marie Selipha Descartes,
widely regarded as St. Lucia’s
queen of culture, 59-year-old
Jamaican reggae singer
Gregory Isaacs, the “Cool
Ruler”, and Montserrat’s
Alphonsus Edmund Cassell,
known as “Arrow”, whose song
“Hot, Hot, Hot” became the
biggest selling soca hit of all
time, came to an end in 2010.

The Caribbean music
industry also said goodbye to
Oneil Edwards, a member of
the Jamaican group Voicemail,
who was shot and killed by
gunmen. 

- CMC

Æ
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according to New York health
officials. St. George’s alone
sends about 1,000 students,
many through a 10-year, $100
million contract with the 
New York City Health and
Hospitals Corporation, which
runs public hospitals.

New York City hospital
officials have defended the
contract with St. George’s as a
way of getting students into

hospitals in poor neighbor-
hoods that have been shunned
by New York schools.

Once they have done
their clinical training in those
hospitals, the students often
return as residents and then
as full-fledged attending
physicians, officials said.

- CMC

Æ

Fierce turf battle looms...
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Golding survived calls for his resignation.
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What started out as a
hopeful 2009 for
many on the hot but-

ton issue of immigration
reform has ended with shat-
tered hearts, tears and broken
dreams for millions across the
United States.

While the Barack Obama
administration and Democrats
promised
reform, the
promise failed
to materialize.
Another “Yes
We Can”
chant flushed
down the toi-
let.

Not even
the DREAM
Act, a
watered down
version of
reform that would have bene-
fited children, made it.

What is left for many is
now a dark cloud of despera-
tion, where the undocumented
are left as prey for unscrupu-
lous attorneys and individuals,
even as Republican lawmakers
foam at the mouth like rabid
dogs, ready to strike at their
latest scapegoats – “illegal
aliens”.

These are the same “illegal
aliens” who work the farms of
this country, who serve as house-
keepers and nannies and hotel
maids; who work as dish wash-
ers, supermarket packers and
delivery persons and who gut
fish for a living – all jobs even
the millions of unemployed
Americans would refuse to take.

And let’s not forget the
highly educated and skilled,
who are deemed illegal
because their paperwork is
caught up in a backlogged
labor system that moves slower
than a tortoise. They’re not
drug dealers or terrorists.
Their only crime is trying to
make a better living for their
family and those they left
behind when the big American
corporations moved in and
took to paying next to nothing
in their home nations.

NO SOLUTION
Yet, while many prepare

to lay comprehensive immigra-
tion reform to rest with little
hopes of a resurrection any
time soon, Republicans like
Steve King offer no real solu-
tion to the problem, except
more anal retentive policies

that force many further into
the deep under-belly of this
United States’ economy.

King, an Iowa Republican
who is likely to chair the sub-
committee dealing directly
with immigration, wants to end
automatic or “birthright” citi-
zenship for children born in
the U.S., which has been
enshrined in U.S. law since the
14th Amendment’s adoption in
1868. He and his band of dim
wits have yet to come up with
any real solution to deal with
the millions who are
entrenched in this country,
who keep the engines running
and who pay their taxes like all
loyal Americans.

The reality is that while
King and his cronies believe
that building a fence and
rounding up and deporting
millions is the solution, the fact
is that the U.S. economy lacks
the financial capacity to do so,
as their good buddy, George
W. Bush, emptied the coffers
on Iraq.

And, while King runs
around spinning his birthright
scheme, corporations who sup-
port both parties are happily
employing the “illegals” for
jobs Americans won`t do.

SOLUTION
Republicans and blue dog

Democrats can continue to
blame the undocumented all
season long, but until rational
solutions are offered to fix the
problem, nothing will change.
Killing immigration reform is
not the solution. Rounding up
and deporting millions is not
the solution.

The solution lies in giving
work permits and travel docu-
ments to the millions of hard
working, moral migrants work-
ing and living in this country,
so that we can all benefit –
from the IRS to the DHS.

Patrol and control the bor-
ders, yes, but deal with the
problem at hand – millions we
don’t know, who honestly are
building this country’s economy.

The choice is clear, unless
of course the status quo of
keeping an underclass of serfs
is really the intention after all.

Felicia Persaud is founder of
CaribWorldNews.com,
CaribPR Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.

Æ

We all know what we
do to fools and
jesters: We laugh at

them, for their folly, their
bungling, their buffoonery.

That’s the same way many
young women laugh inwardly
at old men,
even as they
take them for
all they’ve
got. For we
all know the
saying:
There’s no
fool like an
old fool, and
a foolish old
man is a
boon to a
young
woman.

Young women have been
taking old men for a ride for
years. It’s amazing how the
passage of time can transform
a man’s brain cells from super
intelligent, bright and educat-
ed, to super dunce and idiotic
as the man grows old.

There is a saying that after
six o’clock in the evening most
women turn foolish, but it
appears that after a certain
age, all men turn into idiots.
And guess what, it’s all because
of young women, who are the
architects of their stupidity.

When a man is young, he’s
smart as a fox, wily as a coyote
and randy as a bull. He plays
the field at random, telling
women all manner of tales and
having the time of his life. He
can pick, choose and refuse at
will. Somehow though, as he
gets older, he loses that edge,
as his cunning and guile are
replaced by gross stupidity and
he becomes prey to young
women.

PAYBACK
Some would say that it’s

payback, retribution, as the
hunter now becomes the hunted.

The logic is simple really,
as after a certain age these
men have amassed some
degree of wealth, own their
own home, drive a nice car,
perhaps even have a nice nest
egg stashed away, plus some
lovely dividends on the stock
market. All this loot does 
not go unnoticed by young
women, even as the women
are noticed by these men. So

while the man is leering at her
ass, she is lusting at his assets,
with the only difference is, she
keeps her head, maintains her
smarts, while he turns into a
complete idiot.

Maybe it’s caused by lack
of companionship, as his wife
has perhaps passed on, or he’s
divorced many years now and
the loneliness has gotten to
him. Still, the result is the
same, he loses all sense of rea-
soning.

I have spoken to many
distressed family members of
these foolish old men and they
all tell me the same thing.

“Imagine Mr. Jones died
and left everything to the
young girl that he meet at the
pharmacy two years ago, he
changed his will and didn’t
leave not one stitch to his 
family.”

“If you know how many
bank books we find with other
women’s names on them, even
the car title is in her name.”

“My god, I can’t believe

that Mr. Smith take all his
money and give to the gal who
used to nurse him, even the
house at Pembroke Pines he
left for her.”

The stories are many, but
the theme is constant, as the
families are left puzzled by the
man’s seemingly strange
behavior, and angry at the
young women who benefit
from these foolish old men.
But it happens too often for it
to be an aberration and seems
to be a natural order. 

NOT NEW
The phenomenon is not

new, and many old men not
only squire, but marry these
women as young as their
daughters, much to the horror
of their families. They then
just count the years, bide their
time until the old geezer pass-
es away and they get their just
rewards.

But don’t condemn them.
If the man wants to give away

Year of immigration reform death No fool like an old fool 
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Dear family and friends
of the Jamaican dias-
pora, we survived

another year.
We pray for extraordinary

prosperity in the coming year.
We have endured a challeng-
ing period and can only expect
a positive turn for our fami-
lies, businesses, and organiza-
tions.  

The United States Census
will reveal shortly that our
community continues to grow
at steady rate across the U.S.
We are finding our voice and
discovering new ways to con-
nect and collaborate with each
other. We are maturing.  

In 2011, we urge you to
continue the trend of collabo-
rations and seeking new hori-
zons for uplifting our commu-
nity through your innovation,
perseverance, and unbounded
passion. We encourage to
always tithe greater time and
resources for those less fortu-

nate in your local communi-
ties and those dear to you in
Jamaica throughout the entire
year.

Jamaica and your local
communities are indebted to
you for your service and visi-
bility in the community. The
Jamaican diaspora spirit is
definitely alive and well.

Notwithstanding, we have
unfinished work in strengthen-
ing the foundation of our gov-
ernance, fostering our sustain-
ability, and communicating a
consistent message for our
dedicated purpose.  In 2011,
we continue this journey. 

Edited from a message sub-
mitted by the Jamaican
Diaspora Advisory Board
Southern United States. The
Diaspora Hotline is 786-349-
2584 in the U.S. or 876-621-
0102 in Jamaica. Visit
info@jamaicadiaspora.org.

Æ

Jamaicans and friends of
Jamaica, we look forward
in the expectation of

opportunities for renewal and
progress. 

We must take cognizance
of our blessings as a people
and country who continue
with fortitude to build a great
nation comprised of
Jamaicans at home and
abroad. Throughout 2010,
your consulate general has
made every effort in its essen-
tial task of protecting in the
jurisdiction of Florida, the
southern United States, the
Cayman Islands and the
Commonwealth of The
Bahamas, the interests of our
nationals, both individuals and
bodies corporate, within the
limits permitted by interna-
tional law.

We have been engaged in
furthering the development of
commercial, economic, cultur-
al and scientific relations in
the interest of Jamaica. We
have called upon and received
much assistance from the
coalition of Jamaican alumni
and individual groups, the

diaspora community leader-
ship and organizations, the
officials of city, county and
state with whom we have
interacted. We remain grateful
for your support.

We know that this good-
will is based upon one com-
mon factor - great love for
Jamaica. That is not to say
that the challenges have not
been stringent, that we have
not stumbled or made false
steps.  But, we have also
demonstrated the will to use

our challenges as opportuni-
ties for learning and have
forged new partnerships in
bilateral, multilateral and local
areas that will enable us to
pay much needed attention to
social, economic and political
reforms - indicators that will
measure progress towards the
achievement of “Vision 2030”
and Jamaica as an advanced
state and the mecca of choice
for her people.

There is considerable
work to be done, but we are
not short of talent, creativity
and the zeal required build a
progressive society. Our
mantra therefore for 2011 and
beyond is onwards to make
our goals a reality for personal
development, community
development and national
development to the benefit of
“Jamaica, Land We Love”. 

Edited from the New Year’s
message issued by Sandra
Grant Griffiths, consul gener-
al of Jamaica in Miami.

Æ

everything he owns to them,
then so be it. After all, no one
put a gun to his head and
demanded cash. But aha, what
these young girls have is far
more powerful than a gun,
and these foolish old men
have no defense against it.

It’s distressing to families
though, as they witness their
beloved patriarch being taken
down the garden path by a
young hottie. Just picture it, a
man way up in his 70s or even
80s, and a young woman in
her 20s, 30s or early 40s
decides to show him some
interest. Little does he know
that it’s compound interest.
His mind reels as he flashes
back to his lusty youth.

“My god, smooth skin,
tight body parts, pretty young
face, shapely and sexy, and she
wants me?!”

Come to think of it, that
would drive many young men
crazy, much less a foolish old
man who hasn’t seen anything
like that for over 30 years.
Where is he going to get so
lucky at his age and stage of
life? So in desperation and
extreme gratitude, he showers
her with all that he has, even
to the detriment of his family.

“You want my car, it’s
yours. You want my house,
you can have that too. Let me
open a joint account for you
also, and next time you’re
coming here just bring a new
blank will form.”

MOTIVES
He uses all that to hold

her, for deep down he knows

that his old frail withered
body holds no attraction for a
woman like her. And, I must
add, some of these young

women do earn
their keep, as they
tolerate and dare
I say, stomach
some of these
foolish old men.
Let’s face it folks,
how many of you
ladies could really
make love to a
man way up in his
80s?”

So both have
their motives, he
for the young hot
tight body that he
never dreamed he
would ever get
again, and she for
the pension plan
that comes in the
form of a foolish
old man. If you’re
truthful you’ll see
that I’m not being
cold, but you
must admit that
no young woman
is going to cohabit
with any old man
unless he has
something to
offer. You tell me,
which young
woman in her 20s
is going to lay
down with a man
in his 70s or 80s
unless he has
money and prop-
erty to give her?

There have even been
books written and movies
made about serial “black

widow” women who seek out,
hunt down and marry more
than one foolish old man, con-
secutively of course. They
then just wait until he drops
dead, shed some tears, then
smile all the way to the bank.

“Oh, the house in
Miramar, left by husband
number one, died at 82, and
the house in Fort Lauderdale,
husband number two, died at
90, hubby number three is in
intensive care, so the Queens
Avenue house is still not fully
mine.”

This behavior by these
foolish old men has brought
much distress to many fami-
lies as they cannot compre-
hend how a once bright, intel-
ligent, educated man could get
so stupid in his old age and
give away everything to some
young girl who showed him
interest in his twilight years.
But the ancient saying holds
true, even to this day: There’s
no fool like an old fool, and
foolish old men are a reality.

That’s just the way it is,
and all we can do is hope that
as we get older, we don’t fall
into the category of foolish
old man. As a safeguard, what
the family can do is get power
of attorney over his assets,
that way his family is protect-
ed, not only from predatory
women, but from himself.

seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

Jamaican diaspora growing,
finding ‘new ways to connect,

collaborate’ across U.S.

Make our goals a reality in 2011~ Jamaica’s CG

No fool like an old fool 
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MIAMI, Florida - Singing
Sandra, Queen Fayola and
Princess Kizzie will perform
their style of Afro-Caribbean
music during “Women of
Calypso” presented by Miami
Dade College (MDC) here
this month.

Two shows, part of MDC’s
Cultura del Lobo Performance

Series, will be staged Jan. 28
and 29, at 8 p.m. each evening,
at the Lehman Theater locat-
ed on MDC’s north campus. 

“Women of Calypso” is
expected to offer music, the-
ater, social commentary and
autobiographical musings with
humor and extempo, an
improvised form of calypso.

The project was born from
a multi-year exchange through
the National Performance
Network’s Performing Americas
Program (PAP), which has
explored international collabo-
rations with the various facets of
calypso and its culture, and
showcases music and song from
the English-speaking Caribbean.

Singing Sandra (real name
Sandra Des Vignes
Mellington) is a native of

Trinidad. She began her enter-
tainment career singing and
acting at age 15. She entered

Jamaican Dancehall reggae
star Buju Banton, still
haunted by legal troubles, is

scheduled to take the stage this
month in South Florida for his
first performance since being
arrested on drug charges in the
United States.

Banton, real name Mark
Myrie, will headline his own
show, titled “Buju Banton and
Friends Before The Dawn
Concert”, on Jan. 16 at the
Bayfront Park Amphitheater
in downtown Miami. 

The show, scheduled to
run from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
will also feature performances
from reggae artistes Gramps
Morgan, Stephen Marley,
Wayne Wonder, Sly &
Robbie, Shaggy and Freddie

McGregor.
Banton, who is currently

on bail and awaiting retrial
next month, has not per-
formed live in over a year.

In a recent press release,

Banton was quoted as saying:
“The concept is to reunite
with the fans and thank them
personally for the tremendous
level of support they have
shown to me during these tur-
bulent times. I look forward
to touching the stage once
more and coming together
with the masses in a spirit of
togetherness, harmony, unifi-
cation and solidarity.”

The entertainer recently
received his fifth Grammy
nomination in the “Best
Reggae Album” category for
his “Before The Dawn” CD,
which was recorded mostly at
his Gargamel Music studio in
Jamaica.

Æ

‘Women of Calypso’ set for 
MDC shows Jan. 28 & 29

NEW YORK – New York
police have confirmed that a
Jamaican dancehall artiste
who tried to break up a fight
outside a banquet hall is the
city’s first 2011 murder victim.

The police said an uniden-
tified gunman shot and killed
Dwayne Haughton, 29, during
the early hours of Jan. 1 in the
Richmond Hill section of
Queens.

Haughton, who carried the
stage name “Bobby Genius”,
was walking a friend to her car
after she got into an argument
with another woman, police

and eyewitnesses said. The
police said they found
Haughton bleeding from neck
and chest wounds. He died a
short time later at the Jamaica
Medical Center in Queens.

Haughton had come to
the party to pick up his girl-
friend, Kadian Allen, when he
saw a female friend get into a
scuffle with another woman.

“I heard gunshots,” Allen
said, adding ”when I ran out
of the car, he was just laying
there on his back, just laying
there not moving.

Æ

Jamaican dancehall artiste shot
dead in New York ~ police

NEW YORK - This year will
mark the 30th anniversary of
the death of reggae legend
Bob Marley and his family is
hoping to mark the occasion
with the release of the singer’s
final recorded performance.

“Uprising”, the upcoming
Bob Marley and The Wailers –
Live Forever collection, is set
for release as a 2CD/3LP/digi-
tal collection on Feb. 1.

The performance was
taped at The Stanley Theatre
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on
Sept. 23, 1980 and featured

many of Marley’s finest tunes,
including “No Woman No
Cry”, “Jammin”, and “Is This
Love”.

Rita Marley, a key figure
in the business of keeping her
late husband’s legacy going,
noted: “To hear that music
today and to be able to share
it with a new generation
shows that Bob is as relevant
today as he was 30 years ago.”

- CaribWorldNews

Æ

Marley live recording set for Feb. 1 release 

BROWARD COUNTY,
Florida – A Caribbean enter-
tainer will lead a new program
designed to acquaint Broward
County children with world
music, while enhancing their
cognitive and creative possi-
bilities.

“Rhythms of Africa,
Music Around the World”,
which is being supported by
grant from the John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation,
offers a multi-dimensional
workshop and live perform-
ance for teenagers with no
previous musical training that
places them on stage with pro-
fessional musicians.

By taking the audience on
a musical journey, from
Nigeria to Ghana, through
The Ivory Coast and North
Africa, across the Atlantic to
Brazil, Cuba, New Orleans,
Jamaica, Trinidad and culmi-
nating in Florida, Rhythms of
Africa is a musical odyssey
framed in a seven-week work-
shop that is scheduled to cul-
minate in performances on
Oct. 14 and 15 at Fort

Lauderdale’s Parker
Playhouse.

Willie Stewart, former
percussionist with several
Jamaican bands and president
of Solutions in Music, recently
received the grant as part of
the Knight’s Arts Challenge,
for his work to produce
Rhythms of Africa, Music
Around the World.

“With his deep musical
experience, Willie Stewart is
the right person to help guide
young South Floridians

through the beauty and histo-
ry of African and world
music,” said Dennis Scholl,
vice president/arts, Knight
Foundation.

MISSION
Stewart’s mission is to

show how African-infused
rhythms have influenced lives,
linking past and present, while
demonstrating how drums
have gone beyond the diaspo-
ra. This community celebra-
tion, translated through 
the sounds of children drum-
ming in tandem with world-
renowned musicians, is aimed
at inspiring 30 musical novices,
ages 13 to16, with the heart-
beat of a drum; and teach his-
torical knowledge of rhythm in
Africa and its journey to the
New World. 

Stewart’s career includes
playing for reggae bands Inner
Circle and Byron Lee & the
Dragonaires, plus 23 years as
director and percussionist for
the Third World band.

Æ

Caribbean musician leads ‘Rhythms of Africa’ to Florida

LONDON, England -
Sexy Bajan singer
Rihanna may have
gone too far in her
strip tease perform-
ance on the X-Factor
last month, according
to critics.

The Grammy-
winning singer per-
formed her new single
“What`s My Name”,
but then felt it neces-
sary to add a stripping
scene, much to the
chagrin of the parents
of the show’s young
viewers and media
watchdogs here.

Rihanna shed her
gown and cavorted

around the stage in under-
wear, performing a series of
suggestive dance moves. She
was surrounded by an army of
dancers who performed in a
similar way.

To make matters worse,
she was followed by a sexually
simulating performance from
Christina Aguilera.  

As a result of the per-
formances, ITV is facing a
huge backlash after thousands
of viewers protested about
what they called lewd per-
formances on the X-Factor
finale.

Ofcom, the broadcasting
regulator’s code, states that
“children must be protected

Rihanna draws critics’ fire after strip tease performance
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Singing Sandra

Queen Fayola

Rihanna during X-Factor performance. (Continued on page 12)

Stewart

(Continued on page 12)

Buju Banton makes Jan. 16 stage return in Miami



MIAMI, Florida – The works
of three Caribbean artists are
in the spotlight as part of the
“Global Caribbean” exhibit
currently on display at the
Little Haiti Cultural Center
(LHCC) here.

The exhibit, which fea-
tures pieces by Cuba’s Jose
Bedia, Jose Garcia Cordero
from the Dominican Republic
and Haiti’s Edouard Duval
Carrie, opened during Art
Basel early last month. It is

scheduled to run through Jan.
31.

“For this year, I am pre-
senting this panoply of events
that I am sure will enchant
all,” said project curator
Carrie.

“The first one is me par-
ticipating with two of my
favorite artists from the
region; both dear old friends
that I have known for at least
three decades. It has always
been a wish of mine to present

Les Grandes Antilles this
way.”

The exhibit is produced
by the Haitian Cultural Arts
Alliance, Global Caribbean’s
mission is to showcase con-
temporary artists from the
Caribbean, by placing them in
an international context such
as the one provided by the
major art extravaganza that is
Art Basel Miami.

In addition, next door at
the Haitian Cultural Arts

Alliance is a show of contem-
porary Haitian textiles, featur-
ing works by Jean Joseph
Jean-Baptiste and Kongo
Laroze.

The Little Haiti Cultural
Center is located at 212-260
N.E. 59th Terrace in Miami. 
For more information visit
www.haitianartsalliance.org;
www.tigertail.org or call 
305-960-2969.

Æ

‘Global Caribbean’ exhibit shines spotlight on region’s art in Miami

LOS ANGELES, California -
Several Caribbean artistes,
including the late Gregory
Isaacs, are among this year’s
nominees for Grammy music
awards.

“Isaacs Meets Isaacs”, a
collaboration between the late
Gregory Isaacs and his son
King, has been nominated in
the reggae category. Also
vying for the reggae Grammy
is accused drug dealer Buju
Banton. The singer/deejay is
up for the award for the sec-
ond straight year.

Lee “Scratch” Perry, Bob
Sinclair, Sly & Robbie and
Andrew Tosh are also up for
the award in this category.
Also among this year’s nomi-
nees is Sean Kingston, who is
up for Producer Of The Year,
Non-Classical for “Island
Queen” and Trinidad-born
rapper Nicki Minaj, for Best
Rap Performance By A Duo
Or Group  for her collabora-
tion with Ludacris on “My
Chick Bad”.

But it is Bajan singer
Rihanna who is dominating

the nomina-
tions.
Rihanna has
been nomi-
nated in five
categories
this year. She
is also up for
Record of the
Year for her
duet “Love
The Way You
Lie” with
Eminem. The
song has also
been nomi-
nated for
Song of the
Year, Best
Rap Song and Best Rap/Sung
Collaboration.

Rihanna’s “Only Girl (In
The World)” is up for Best
Dance Recording.

The Grammy winners 

will be announced here on
Feb. 13.

- CaribWorldNews

Æ

Rihanna leads Caribbean artistes up for Grammy music honors

the calypso arena in the early
1980s and was soon asked to
participate in the Sparrow
Young Brigade tent at carnival
under the direction of The
Mighty Sparrow. She then
launched her career as a per-
forming artiste with the Prime
Minister’s Best Village
Competition.  

Princess Kizzie and
Queen Fayola are the younger
members of the trio. They
gained acclaim at carnivals
and competitions in Trinidad.
Kizzie Ruiz has had a relative-
ly long career in the music
industry and is known for her
stinging political commentary,
as well as her gospel perform-
ances.

Shereen Ceasar, also
known as Queen Fayola, has
been singing since age three
and grew up in a musical fami-

ly under the mentorship of her
father, calypsonian Puppet
Master.  She began winning
competitions at age 9 and
shortly after began to visit
calypso tents during carnival.

“Women of Calypso” is
supported by the National
Performance Network’s
(NPN) international cultural
exchange initiative and PAP, a
partnership between the NPN
and the Network of Cultural
Promoters of Latin America
and the Caribbean (La RED)
designed to increase artistic
exchange in the Western
Hemisphere.

MDC’s north campus is
located at 11380 N.W. 27th
Ave. For more information,
including ticket prices, call the
MDC Cultural Affairs
Department at 305-237-3010.

Æ

by appropriate scheduling
from material that is unsuit-
able for them”,  that any dis-
cussion on, or portrayal of,
sexual behavior must be edito-

rially justified if included
before the watershed, and that
“material that is unsuitable for
children should not, in gener-
al, be shown before 9 p.m. or
after 5:30 a.m.”

The ITV show aired between
7 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Dec. 11.

- CaribWorldNews

Æ

‘Women of Calypso’ set for 
MDC shows Jan. 28 & 29

Rihanna draws critics’ fire after strip tease performance

NEW YORK -
Haitian-born, Grammy
Award-winning singer
Wyclef Jean has joined
the celebrity team of
Kim Kardashian and
Donna Karan to help
raise more money for
Haitian earthquake
victims.

With over one mil-
lion still living in tents
following the Jan. 12,
2010 quake, Jean per-
formed last month at
“The Truth” event
here. The event was a
multi-media exhibition
and auction of film
images and artworks by
Haitian, Haitian American
and Haitian-inspired artists.

Kardashian, fashion
icon/Urban Zen founder

Karan and music mogul
Andre Harrell hosted “The
Truth”.

The Premier Exhibition
and Auction was aimed at
raising funds to give “Gifts of
Love” packages to the Haitian
people. The packages will
include supplies, such shoes,
solar flashlights and whistles
to offset night attacks and
rapes on women living in the
Haitian camps. Cholera relief
supplies will also be added to
the “Gifts of Love”.

- Edited from
CaribWorldNews

Æ

Wyclef Jean teams with celebrities 
to raise money for Haiti 
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NEW YORK - Legendary
Jamaican-born reggae singer
Bob Marley wanted to look
“more African,” his wife says
in a new book.

Widow Rita Marley is
quoted in a new Bob Marley
biography, titled “I & I: The
Natural Mystics: Marley, Tosh
and Wailer”, as saying the star
struggled with insecurities
over his mixed heritage as the
son of a Caucasian English
father and black Jamaican
mother.

She told author Colin
Grant that Marley would use
shoe polish to darken his hair
in a bid to appear “more
African.” Rita Marley also
disclosed that the singer was
very racially sensitized and
aware of bullying for having a
fairer complexion.

As Grant explained:
“When Marley moved to
Trench Town in Kingston
aged 13 he was thought of as a
white man and would have got
a lot of grief for that.

“His father was a so-
called white man, who moved
in white circles, and it was
unusual...to marry a black
lady. But he did. It’s interest-
ing that Marley went on to do
that as well. He married a
very black lady, Rita, and that
was a time when people mar-
ried up and out of color. He
did exactly the opposite.”

REVERED
Marley remains the most

widely known and revered
performer of reggae music,

and is credited with helping
spread both Jamaican music
and the Rastafari movement 

to a worldwide audience.
The compilation album
“Legend” (1984), released
three years after his death, is
reggae’s best-selling album.

Marley was born in 1945
in the village of Nine Mile, in
the parish of St. Ann, before
moving to Kingston. He died
of melanoma in 1981 at age 36.

- Edited from
CaribWorldNews

Æ

Bob Marley wanted to look
‘more African’, says widow
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MAKING HER MARK

- Vinora Hamilton photograph

Amy Araya, right, a nine-year-old patron of the Miami Beach Regional Library, was
recently selected as the winner of the Miami-Dade Public Library System’s 2011
Make-a- Bookmark Contest. Amy’s bookmark design was chosen out of 2,000
entries submitted by children at all 48 branches in the countywide system. The
annual contest, sponsored by the Miami Dolphins Foundation, was open to children
ages six to 12, who were asked to submit a drawing with the theme “Let’s Celebrate
the Library’s 40th Birthday”, a milestone that the library is commemorating this
month. Amy, a student at Fienberg Fisher Elementary in Miami Beach, received sev-
eral prizes. At left is library Director Raymond Santiago.

Marley



AirTran Airways will
offer increased service
for the winter travel

season from the United States
to Jamaica starting Feb. 26.
The additional flight, which
will operate between
Baltimore/Washington D.C.
and Montego Bay on
Saturdays and Sundays, runs
through May 1. 

“We welcome the addi-
tional nonstop flight from
AirTran, which will make it
easier for travelers from
Baltimore to visit Jamaica this
winter season,” said Jamaica’s
Director of Tourism John
Lynch.

“Just a three-and-a-half
hour flight away, Jamaica is an
easily accessible warm-weath-
er escape.”

“Getting to the warm,
inviting beaches of Jamaica
has never been easier,” said
Roger Morenc, director of
revenue management at
AirTran. “We are very excited
about offering this increased
high quality, low-cost service

for the winter season and
believe both the people of
Baltimore/Washington and
Montego Bay will benefit.” 

The current daily nonstop
flight departs BWI at 8:41 a.m.
and arrives at MBJ at 12:23
p.m. The return flight departs
MBJ 4:02 p.m. and arrives at
BWI at 7:30 p.m.

AirTran Airways will add 
a second daily additional 
nonstop flight to Jamaica on
Saturdays and Sundays, start-
ing Feb. 26. For more infor-
mation, visit www.airtran.com.

Æ

OTTAWA, Canada – The
Canadian government says it
has signed an open skies
agreement with Jamaica and
Trinidad and Tobago, giving
airlines more flexibility in
selecting new routes, sched-
ules and prices.

“These agreements will
reinforce Canada’s commer-
cial relationship with two of
our most significant trade
partners in the Caribbean
community,” Peter Van Loan,
minister of international

trade, said last month.
He added that the agree-

ments will allow new air serv-
ices to begin immediately.

Canada has already
signed open skies agreements
with Barbados and the
Dominican Republic.

Air Jamaica currently flies
out of Terminal 3 at Pearson
International Airport in
Toronto. The Trinidad-based
Caribbean Airlines (CAL)
provides service between
Toronto and various

Caribbean destinations.
Van Loan said Canada

now has open skies deals with
11 nations.

It signed an enhanced
agreement with Switzerland in
October that allows airlines
from either country to take on
passengers in Switzerland or
Canada, and carry them to
other nations along the air-
line’s route. A similar deal
with signed with El Salvador
in April.

Æ

AirTran adds winter service
from U.S. to Jamaica Feb. 26

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC
– Jamaicans wishing to visit
the Cayman Islands will no
longer need to have visas.

However, Premier
McKeeva Bush said they
would need to be in posses-
sion of a valid visa from the
United States or Canada.

The visa was first intro-
duced by the Cayman Islands
government in 2005 following
the large increase of Jamaican
nationals coming to Cayman
as a result of the economic
boom here in the wake of
Ivan. The requirement was
then reciprocated by the
Jamaican government, which
in turn introduced a visa for
Caymanians visiting Jamaica.

Last month, Bush said

that local authorities would
change the visa requirements
for Jamaicans by January in
an attempt to improve his
country’s business environ-
ment. He said there would
also be a new one-to-five day
business visa for persons trav-
elling to the country for legiti-
mate business purposes.

The announcement was
made at the recent Northern
Caribbean Conference on
Economic Co-operation held
in Grand Cayman. The one-
day conference facilitated 160
representatives of govern-
ment and the private sector
from across the sub-region.

Æ

Cayman Islands changes entry
requirements for Jamaicans

T&T, Jamaica sign open skies pact with Canada
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HEAD OVER HEELS

A Capoeira dancer wows the crowd during last month’s inaugural “Arts in the Plaza Festival” at Porto Cupecoy in St.
Maarten. The performance was one of many that captured the vibrancy of local talent, art and culture. The festival show-
cased stilt walkers, three-step polka and gumboot dances. Musical serenades celebrated the traditions and ethnicity of St.
Maarten’s arts community, while visual artists displayed paintings, sculptures and other pieces of their collections for the
public. The monthly arts festival will continue into 2011 with new performances and exhibits each month.

Readers of Travel
Weekly magazine have
named Jamaica the top

destination in the Caribbean.
Jamaica received the

award for “Best Caribbean
Destination” at last month’s
Travel Weekly Readers
Choice Awards gala dinner in
New York.

The travel magazine’s
readers chose Jamaica to 
finish ahead of Aruba,
Barbados, Dominican
Republic, St. Lucia and the

United States Virgin Islands
and win the award for the 
second consecutive year.

Jamaica’s accommoda-
tions and more than 150
attractions were listed among
the island’s appeal, along with
convenient non-stop airlift
from major markets across
the U.S.

The island’s Director of
Tourism John Lynch was 
present to accept the award 
at the dinner. 

Æ

Jamaica is tops in Caribbean



HOUSTON, Texas -
Prosecutors have agreed to
postpone the scheduled Jan.
24 criminal trial of disgraced
financier Allen Stanford, who
is accused of leading a $7 bil-
lion investment fraud scheme
involving his Antigua-based
bank.

Prosecutors said in papers
filed with United States
District Judge
David Hittner
early this
monht that
while they did-
n’t oppose a
defense
request to put
off the trial,
they disagreed
on the dura-
tion of any delay.

“The requested continu-
ance of two years is exces-
sive,” Assistant U.S. Attorney
Gregg Costa said in the filing.

Stanford’s lawyers, who
took over his defense in
October, said they need time

to prepare.
Stanford, 60, was indicted

in 2009 for allegedly master-
minding a securities fraud
scheme centered on the sale
of certificates of deposit by his
Antigua-based Stanford
International Bank Ltd. He
has denied the charges.

Preparation of his defense
has been hampered by
changes of counsel. Stanford
fired Houston attorneys Dick
DeGuerin and Kent Schaffer
over what both lawyers called
personality and strategic con-
flicts. He lost the ability to pay
lawyer Robert Bennett after a
court said Lloyd’s of London
underwriters didn’t have to
honor a directors’-and-offi-
cers’ insurance policy.

Stanford is now represented
by court-appointed defense
lawyers Ali Fazel and Robert
Scardino.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
One of the Caribbean’s
most respected sons has
been singled out by an
American university as
one of its most accom-
plished graduates.

Howard University’s
School of Business here
recognized St. Lucia-
born Cecil St. Jules as
one of its 40 most distin-
guished and accom-
plished graduates at the
school’s 40th anniversary
celebration last month.

“I am humbled to
receive such a lofty
recognition by my alma
mater,” said St. Jules, a
managing director of
BNY Mellon Broker Dealer
Services.

St. Jules, who earned a
master’s of business adminis-

tration degree from Howard
in 1987, said he continues to
honor the school for preparing
him for a successful career in
the banking field.

”Howard continues to be
part of my life today even
after graduating so long ago,”
he said. “The foundational
values that were learnt at The
Hilltop have continued to
serve me well today.”

St. Jules has since played
a leadership role with the
company, helping the Broker
Dealer Services Division grow
from a small business unit into
a worldwide collateral man-
agement provider. His respon-
sibilities vary from data secu-
rity, customer charging to
project planning and internal
controls.

St. Jules is also a commu-
nity volunteer and member of
several banking and risk man-
agement organizations. He is
married and has one daughter

Æ

Stanford fraud trial postponed Howard University honors Caribbean banker

NEW YORK – A major pri-
vate equity investment firm
here plans to build a $127 mil-
lion power plant in Jamaica.

Conduit Capital Partners,
which focuses on energy 
infrastructure investment 
and development in Latin
America and the Caribbean,
said that the thermal power
plant, to be built in West
Kingston, Jamaica, will initial-
ly run on oil, but can also be
fitted to run on natural gas. It
said it will be a “greenfield
project”.

It said in a statement
issued here last month, the
company said that construc-
tion work for the 66 megawatt

plant has begun and that the
project is expected to achieve
commercial operation in early
2012.

The project is operated
and managed by Conduit’s
Jamaica Energy Partners on
behalf of its sister company,
West Kingston Power Partners
(WKPP), Conduit Capital
Partners said.

In 2008, WKPP won a
public RFP for the supply of
power under a long-term
power sales contract with the
local utility, Jamaica Public
Service Co.

Æ

NEW YORK - Analysts agree
that 2010 was undoubtedly
the year of Latin America,
but it was also the year when
Caribbean tourism showed
resurgence from the past
year’s fallout from the global
recession.

The United Nations body
the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) insisted
the region closed last year
with economic recovery as the
overall economy in 2010 was
good and its gross domestic
product increased an estimat-
ed six percent, up from a 1.9
percent drop in 2009.

According to the
ECLAC, the South American
region’s economy grew 6.6
percent in 2010, while the

Caribbean experienced a
small 0.5 percent growth, but
an increase nevertheless.
RISE

The Caribbean Tourism
Organization released statis-

tics to show that countries of
the Caribbean community
recorded a four percent rise in
2010 over 2009 on the
strength of a six percent rise
in the sub-regional grouping,
the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States.

Among the OECS states,
Anguilla and St. Lucia record-
ed double-digit gains.  The
Dutch Caribbean showed a
marginal increase in arrivals,
while the Spanish-speaking
Caribbean continued to expe-
rience positive growth in
arrivals in excess of six per-
cent on average.

And while the Caribbean
region has yet to consolidate
its main stock exchanges, ana-
lysts said 2011 will be the year
to keep tabs on the emerging
markets of Latin America and
the Caribbean.

- Edited from
CaribWorldNews

Æ

N.Y. firm plans to build
power plant in Jamaica

MIAMI, Florida - The
defense in the case of accused
Ponzi schemer, Jamaican-born
OLINT founder David A.
Smith, now wants a spring
trial.

Attorney Oliver A. Smith
last month filed a motion for
an April trial instead of a trial
this month as had been agreed
between the two sides.

Smith, no relation to the
accused, claimed that given
the 46,000 pages of documents
his side must go through, the
complexity of the case and the
need for investigation and the
possibility of retaining experts
as well as conflicting dates, the
trail should be postponed fur-
ther into 2011.

Attorney Smith also
claimed that the prosecution
had agreed to the date change
based on his conversation with
the district attorney’s office
and now wants the court to
grant the motion “unop-
posed.”

OLINT`s Smith was
charged on Aug. 18 in U.S.
District Court in Florida with
fraud and money laundering
in a $200 million Ponzi
scheme he allegedly operated
from the Turks and Caicos
Islands, Jamaica and Florida.
He remains in U.S. custody. 

- Edited from
CaribWorldNews

Æ

Olint boss wants April trial

2010 review: Caribbean tourism shows
resurgence; new year positive
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Analysts said 2011 will be
the year to keep tabs on
the emerging markets
of Latin America and the
Caribbean.



Civil rights activist Leila
J. Toledo will deliver
the keynote address at

the 15th annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration
sponsored by the Plantation
Interfaith/Multicultural
Committee in South Florida.

The event will be held at
3 p.m. Jan. 16 at Plantation
United Methodist Church,
1001 N.W. 70th Ave. in
Plantation.

The theme of this year’s
program is “The Dream Is
Alive”.

During the 1960s through
1980s, Toledo served as presi-
dent of New Haven Chapter
NAACP in Connecticut, state
organizer for the historic 1963
March on Washington. She
participated in the historic
event. She also served as a
delegate to the Democratic
National Convention in 1986
in Chicago.

Most of Toledo’s career
has been in the field of educa-
tion, teaching at elementary
schools, colleges, corpora-

tions, and at the United States
Senate. She worked as a man-
agement consultant for the
Ford Foundation, U.S. Dept.
of Labor, and the Office of
Economic Development.

The Plantation Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration is
an annual event honoring Dr.
King’s vision and dream. It
will feature speeches, music,
song and dance, with perform-
ances by local churches and
synagogues. A special feature
of the program is the elemen-
tary schools’ student essay
competition, themed “The
Dream is Alive”, sponsored
and judged by Friends of the
Helen B. Hoffman Library. 

A reception will follow
the program in the Fellowship
Hall.

Admission is free and
open to the public. For more
information, call Grace
Dolder 954-309-9500 or
Plantation United Methodist
Church, 954-584-7500.

Æ

Volunteer Broward
plans to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day by organizing a day of
service in Broward County,
Florida.

Rallying around the
theme, “Follow the Leader -
Become a Leader”, Volunteer
Broward is looking to unite
100 nonprofit, faith-based, and
civic organizations with over
5,000 volunteers to perform a
wide array of tasks this month.

Martin Luther King Jr.,
Day will be recognized on
Jan. 17.

“Every year the number
of individuals and businesses
who contact us to participate
in the MLK Day of Service
seems to grow,” said Kristina
DaSilva, director of programs
for Volunteer Broward in a
recent press release.

“It’s wonderful to see Dr.
King’s vision, where people
from all walks of life join
together to address important
social issues, and in doing so,
make a positive impact on our
community.” 

During his lifetime, Dr.
King sought to forge common
ground amongst all people
through strong belief.

“Everybody can be great,
because everybody can serve,”
he once said.

HISTORIC
Signed into law in 1983 by

President Ronald Reagan,

MLK Day
became a federal
holiday in 1986.
Later, in 1994,
President Bill
Clinton signed
the King Holiday
and Service Act,
calling on all
Americans to cel-
ebrate the third
Monday in
January each year
as “A Day ON,
Not a Day Off”.
Since then,
Volunteer
Broward, in col-
laboration with
community part-
ners and corpo-
rate sponsors,
have organized
hundreds of serv-
ice projects in
honor of Dr. King. 

“In 2010 Volunteer
Broward reached a record
high of 2,500 registered volun-
teers,” noted Volunteer
Broward’s Executive Director
Dale Hirsh.

“The need for volunteers
however is constant and over-
whelming; the MLK Day of
Service is a great way for us to
kick off the 2011 volunteer
drive in our community.”

Volunteer Broward has
scheduled service projects
throughout Broward County
this month.  Among the activi-
ties are:

• Jan. 15 - MLK

Environment Day at
Markham Park Nursery; and
MLK community clean-up
and food distribution in
Collier City, Pompano.

• Through Jan. 17 –
“Give A Dream, Live the
Dream Book Drive”; and
MLK South Florida Hunger

Coalition Food Drive.
• Jan. 17 - MLK Service

Celebration at LA Lee
YMCA; John U. Lloyd State
Park Clean-Up; MLK Day at
Harbor Beach Rehabilitation
Center; MLK Day at Broward
Outreach Center.

Interested volunteers can

call Kristina DaSilva at 954-
233-1293 or e-mail her at
Kristina@VolBrow.org.

A list of service opportu-
nities, with project details,
location and requirements, 
is available online at
www.VolunteerBroward.org.  

Æ

‘The Dream Is Alive’ theme
for MLK focus in Plantation

FYI

Volunteer Broward’s day of service to mark MLK celebration in Florida
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MLK Day volunteers at Broward Housing Solutions in Fort Lauderdale.

DEVELOPMENT 

CONFAB

A free conference to
address the economic develop-
ment needs of Miami-Dade
County will be held from 1:30
p.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 21 at the
Stephen P. Clark Government
Center, downtown Miami,
Florida.

The Social and Economic
Development Council (SEDC),
with the assistance of the Office
of Economic Development and
International Trade (OEDIT)
will present “Accelerating Job
Growth through Economic
Development”. The public is
invited. 

Space is limited. For more
information, call Hardai Junor
at 305-375-4182 or e-mail
junor@miamidade.gov.

SENIORS’ EXEMPTION

Miami-Dade County
homeowners, who currently
benefit from the additional
homestead exemption known
as the Senior Citizen
Exemption, can now apply
online to renew the exemption.

Information on the new
feature is available on the
property appraiser’s website,
www.miamidade.gov/pa. 
The deadline to file renewal
applications is Mar. 1.

For more information, call
the property appraiser’s office
at 786-331-5321.

HISTORYMIAMI 

PROGRAMS

HistoryMiami will conduct
a series of programs for the

public in South Florida this
month. The programs include
tours, a symposium, exhibition
and fundraising gala.

Below Caribbean Today
lists some of the programs:

• 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Jan. 15 –
New Year’s Downtown Miami
History Walking Tour led by
Dr. Paul George. View the
sites such as the Brickell
Mansion, Spanish missions,
Flagler’s Royal Palm Hotel and
the Seminole trading post run
by the Brickells. Call 
305-375-1621.

• 10 a.m. to noon Jan. 16 -
House of Refuge To
Historic MiMo Walking Tour
with guide Sylvia Gurinsky.
Visits the site of the Biscayne
House of Refuge and the Art
Deco and MiMo (Miami
Modern) hotels. Call 
305-375-1621.

• 6 p.m. Jan. 20 -
Symposium: The History of
Civil Rights in the Court.
Examines the history, present
and future of the 11th Judicial
Circuit’s impact on civil rights.
Call 305-375-1614.

• 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan. 21 -
Central American Vistas,
HistoryMiami, 101 W. Flagler
Street, Miami. Children ages
six to 12 are invited to spend
fun-filled and activity-packed
days. Call 305-375-1629 to reg-
ister.

• 9 .m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 22 -
Everglades Chokoloskee and
Ochopee Eco Coach Tour.
Travel through the Everglades
to Smallwood Store with
HistoryMiami Eco-historian

Frank Schena. Advance reser-
vations and payment required.
Call 305-375-1621.

• 10 a.m. to noon 
Jan. 23 - Pinecrest Bike Tour.
Ride along with Dr. George on
tree-shaded bike trails. Call
305-375-1621.

• 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Jan. 29 - Moon Over Miami
70th Anniversary Gala at The
Surf Club,

9011 Collins Ave.,
Surfside. The first fundraising
gala held by HistoryMiami.
Proceeds from the event will
support expansion plans at
HistoryMiami. Call 305-375-
1492.

• 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Jan. 30
- Centennial Fort Lauderdale
Intracoastal Boat Tour at
Riverfront Las Olas, Fort
Lauderdale. See architecture
of the mansions on the
Intracoastal Waterway, plus the
Finger Islands, Tarpon Bend,
Colee Hammock, the historic
district, Riverwalk and the
Stranahan House. Advance
reservations and payment
required. Call 305-375-1621.

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

The City of Miami Police
Department will officially
begin issuing citations for red-
light violations captured by
cameras this month.

For more information on
the red-light camera program
please contact Miami Police
Dept. at 305-603-6710.

Æ



Jamaican sprint wizard
Usain Bolt said he has
resumed training and is

already eyeing the defense of
his titles at the World
Championships in South
Korea this August.

The 24-year-old mega star
suffered a back injury that
forced him to call a premature
end to his season last August,
but said he had received a
clean bill of health and was
now working with coach Glen
Mills as he prepares for the
new season.

“I’m already back in train-
ing and recently (went to see)
Doctor Muller-Wohlfahrt in
Munich (Germany),” Bolt told
the German newspaper World
Online. “He confirmed to me
that everything looks good. I
have no more problems, my
muscles feel great, my back is in
tiptop shape. I’m on the right
track.”

Bolt cut short his season
just a week after a shock defeat
to American Tyson Gay, his
first 100 meters loss in over two
years. The layoff forced him to
miss Diamond League meet-
ings in Zurich and Brussels.

TITLE DEFENSE
He will defend his sprint

titles at the upcoming World
Championships where he is
expected to see stiff competi-
tion, especially from Gay who
is back to his best after over-
coming injury that plagued him
in recent years. Bolt, the
Olympic champion in both
sprints, said winning in South
Korea would be crucial espe-
cially ahead of London 2012.

“The World Championships
in Daegu 2011 is important to
me,” he said. “If I lose there,
that would mean extra pressure
for me to (at) the Olympic
Games a year later. If I win, it
would (give me back) a lot of
confidence. That’s my goal.”

The World Championships
will run from Aug. 27 to Sept. 4.

- CMC

Æ

NEW YORK - In 2010 the
world’s fastest and former
fastest men were forced to
step aside from athletic com-
petition due to injuries, but
the year definitely marked the
resurgence in the spotlight of
Jamaican cricketer Chris
Gayle.

While earlier on in the
year the news focused on
Gayle’s struggles to lead the
West Indies to a win, and 
then the left-hander’s refusal
to sign a contract and his
removal as captain, the end of
2010 marked the return of the
Gayle storm many fans have
known and loved.

Gayle created history and
broke records in the first Test
of the West Indies series in Sri
Lanka with a knock of 333
runs - Test cricket`s 11th high-
est score. The performance
forced the Sri Lankans to fol-
low on and the hosts had to
battle for a draw.

The year also marked the
emergence of the first interna-
tional cricketer and skipper of
the West Indies from St. Lucia
– Darren Julius Garvey
Sammy.

VCB SHINES
2010 also was the year of

Jamaicans Veronica
Campbell-Brown and
Jamaica’s Alia Atkinson.
Campbell-Brown continued
her dominance on the track,
resulting in a nomination for
IAAF top athlete of the year.
While she did not win, the
nomination was historic since

Campbell-Brown was the only
Caribbean athlete in to make
the cut.

The 100 meters world
indoor champion was also
named the 2010 Central
American and Caribbean
(CAC) female athlete of the
year.

Atkinson made history by
becoming the first Jamaican
woman to compete in a final
at a FINA World Swimming
Championships.

While Jamaica’s Usain
Bolt was off the track after a
somewhat promising start to
the year, he still continued to
break records in 2010. He
renewed his contract with
PUMA, added Hublot to his
list of sponsors, and electrified
track and field fans at the
116th renewal of the Penn
Relays in April. In 2010 he
released his autobiography,
unveiled the Berlin Wall in
Kingston and helped to re-
open the Sherwood Content
Health Centre. It was also the
year of his first scandal, with

news breaking that Bolt had a
steamy relationship with a
bartender then dumped her.

Jamaican Yohan Blake
was the surprise of 2010 in the
200 meters. The 20-year-old
recorded a fine 19.86 clocking
in Zürich, placing second.
Also establishing herself in the
100 meters level was Kelly-
Ann Baptiste of Trinidad and
Tobago. Jamaican Dustin
Brown became the first tennis
player from the island nation
to play at the United States

Open.
Cuba’s 110 meters hurdler

Dayron Robles and triple
jumper Daynelis Alcántara
were awarded the best ath-
letes in Central America and
the Caribbean for 2010.

- Edited from CaribWorldNews

Æ

‘I’m on track’ for 2011
World Champs ~ Bolt

MUMBAI, India, CMC –
Former West Indies champion
batsman Brian Lara is set to
make a return to competitive
cricket, following a near four-
year break, after attracting the
top bracket price ahead of this
month’s auction for the Indian
Premier League (IPL).

The 41-year-old
Trinidadian, who abruptly quit
international cricket following
the Cricket World Cup in the
Caribbean in 2007, was one of
21 players selected in the elite
class of players.

“I would like to see
myself as someone who can

make a contribution even if I
am not in the final XI,” Lara
was quoted as saying last
month. “I would like to get
involved in a holistic way and
not just as a player.”

Lara gave his strongest
signal of a return to competi-
tive cricket when he turned
out for Masvingo Rocks in the
Stanbic T20 Series in
Zimbabwe in November. He
has had a sterling career that
yielded 11,953 Test runs and
10,405 runs in one-day inter-
nationals.

Æ

Lara set to return to cricket

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad,
CMC – Jamaica’s Reggae
Boyz leapfrogged Trinidad
and Tobago to claim top spot
in the Caribbean Football
Union rankings, following
their unbeaten run in last
month’s Digicel Caribbean
Cup (DCC), the region’s top
international soccer tourna-
ment.

In the latest rankings
released by soccer’s governing
body FIFA last month,
Jamaica jumped 24 spots to
overhaul the previous leader
who fell 11 places due to

T&T’s flop in the DCC.
Jamaica marched through

the DCC Finals in Martinique
without dropping a game,
before beating Guadeloupe in
the championship game to
successfully defend its title.
T&T, meanwhile, suffered
losses to Cuba and Grenada
during the group phase, to
bow out of contention for the
semi-finals.

Jamaica is now ranked
58th overall in the FIFA rank-
ings, while T&T slipped to
89th and third in CFU.

Æ

Jamaica rules Caribbean soccer 

Sport spotlight: Caribbean stars shine in 2010

MONTE CARLO, Moncao -
Cuban-born coach Santiago
Antúnez de Mayolo has won
the International Association
of Athletics Federation
(IAAF) 2010 Coaches Award.

Antúnez, 63, long
renowned for his expertise in
the high hurdles and who has
guided the career of Olympic
sprint hurdles champion
Dayron Robles, was presented
with the award at the IAAF

World Athletes of the Year
celebration held here recently.

Robles entered the world
stage at age 19 when he won
the silver medal in the 60
meters hurdles at the 2006
World Indoor Championships
in Moscow. By the end of 2008,
Robles was the Olympic cham-
pion and world record holder
for the 110 meters hurdles with
a time of 12.87 seconds.

Meanwhile, the winners

of the 2010 World Athletes of
the Year awards were 800
meters runner David Rudisha
and high jumper Blanka
Vlasic.

Vlasic, the two-time world
champion, beat Jamaican
sprinter Veronica Campbell-
Brown to take the top honor.

- CaribWorldNews

Æ

Robles’s Cuban coach wins top IAAF award 
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KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent,
CMC – Dr. Ralph Gonsalves
was sworn in as prime minis-
ter of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines for a third consec-
utive five-year term last
month and immediately indi-
cated that his new administra-
tion would continue plans to
assist persons still affected by
the passage of Hurricane
Tomas in late October.

“I give the assurance as 
I gave at the very beginning 
of the striking of Tomas that
we will take care of all of 
our people,” Gonsalves told
reporters after he was sworn
in at a simple ceremony at the
official residence of the
Governor General Sir
Frederick Ballantyne.

The category one hurri-
cane slammed into the island
on Oct. 28 causing millions of
dollars in damages to crops,
homes and other properties.

‘CHALLENGING’
Gonsalves said that the

victory of his ruling Unity

Labour Party (ULP) at the
general elections had been
achieved in very “challenging”
circumstances given the
impact of the global economic
and financial crisis on the
island.

Apart from Gonsalves,
also taking the oath of office

were parliamentary represen-
tative for Marriaqua, Girlyn
Miguel, who was sworn in as
deputy prime minister and
Judith Jones Morgan as attor-
ney general.

The rest of the Cabinet
was sworn in later in the
month in the capital.

Preliminary results
showed that the ULP got
27,648 votes or 51.61 percent
of the popular votes while 
the main Opposition New
Democratic Party (NDP), that
has since called for the results
to be declared null and void,
received 26,231 ballots or
47.78 percent. The Green
Party, the third party in the
elections, mustered 123 votes,
0.21 percent of the popular
votes.

The ULP won eight of the
15 seats in the elections that
both the monitoring teams
from the Organization of
American States (OAS) and
the Caribbean community
(CARICOM) said had been
conducted in a free and fair
manner and reflected the will
of the local voters. The NDP
won seven seats.

Æ

Gonsalves returns for third term as St. Vincent’s P.M.

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – Jan. 20 has been set as
the date for the two main
political parties to do battle
for the St. John seat which
was held by the late Prime
Minister David Thompson.

The writ was issued late
last month by Governor
General Sir Clifford Husbands
on the advice of Prime
Minister Freundel Stuart.

The ruling Democratic
Labour Party (DLP) is yet to
officially name its candidate
for the by-election but the
Nation newspaper pointed to
sources who said that Mara
Thompson, the late prime
minister’s widow, is almost
certain to be the flag bearer
for the seat. Ten other candi-
dates are expected to with-
draw once Thompson con-

firms her interest.

HEADWAY
Meanwhile, the

Opposition Barbados Labour
Party (BLP) candidate, busi-
nessman Hudson Griffith,

remained optimistic that he
was making headway in what
traditionally has been a DLP
stronghold.

“There are those who feel
this is an impossible mountain
to climb but he (Griffith) had
impressed us all with his
tenacity and perseverance. To
him, nothing is impossible,”
said BLP campaign manager
Dale Marshall.

“We feel we have found a
candidate committed to facing
the polls for the long term, so
that whatever the results of
the election, Hudson Griffith
is here to stay.”

As of Jan. 31, 2010, there
were 8,243 eligible voters in
the constituency.

Æ

Jan. 20 by-election to fill late Barbados P.M.’s seat

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Former Prime Minister Lester
Bird was among seven mem-
bers of the main Opposition
Antigua Labour Party (ALP)
found guilty last month of
contravening sections of the
Public Order Act.

Senior Magistrate Ivan
Walter fined the seven
EC$1,500 ($555) each.

The magistrate told Bird,
parliamentarians Gaston
Browne and Molwyn Joseph,
ALP Secretary Mary-Claire
Hurst, Vere Bird Jnr, Sharon
Kentish and Jim Galloway
that they had to pay two-thirds
of the amount - EC$1,000
($370) - by Dec. 23 or serve a
nine-month prison term

Browne,
who is also
chairman 
of the
Opposition
party, said
an appeal
would be
filed against
the ruling.

“This
matter goes
to the heart of the principle of
freedom of speech,” he said.
“We will appeal, and we will
get justice.”

The seven ALP members
had been charged with contra-
vening sections of the Public
Order Act when they
addressed an Antigua Trades

and Labour Union (AT&LU)
rally on Labor Day 2009.

The AT&LU is aligned to
the ALP and Browne told
reporters that the matter
involved what was essentially
a family dispute that involved
no public disturbances, and
therefore ought not to have
been taken before the courts.

“I have been a member of
the Point and Villa section of
the AT&LU, and I take objec-
tion to any assertion that I am
not a member of the union. I
feel offended and I feel that
my rights have been trampled
upon,” he said.

Æ

Former Antigua P.M. Bird found guilty, fined
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Haitians who qualify for tem-
porary protected status (TPS)
in the United States have weeks
to submit their applications.

The U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services late last
month reminded Haitian
nationals that the registration
deadline for TPS is now Jan. 18.

The TPS designation for
Haiti will remain in effect
through July 22, but Haitian
nationals who have continu-
ously resided in the U.S. since
Jan. 12, 2010 must file their
applications for TPS no later
than Jan. 18.

TPS applicants must sub-
mit both the Form I-821
(Application for Temporary
Protected Status) and Form I-
765 (Application for
Employment Authorization)
to register.

FEES
Applicants must pay the

Form I-821 fee. Applicants
ages 14 and older must also
submit the biometric service
fee.

Applicants who are ages
14 through 65 who request an
Employment Authorization
Document (EAD) must pay
the Form I-765 fee.
Applicants under age 14 or
over 65, who request an EAD,
do not need to pay the Form
I-765 fee.

If an individual is only
seeking to register for TPS, the
applicant must still file Form I-
765 for data-gathering purpos-
es, but the Form I-765 fee is
not required. Applicants who
can demonstrate an inability to
pay may request a fee waiver
for any of these fees.

Failure to submit the

required applications with any
required fees and the biomet-
ric fee, or a properly docu-
mented fee waiver request,
will result in the rejection of
the application.
TPS was granted to Haitians
following the devastating
earthquake of Jan. 12, 2010,
which claimed over 200,000
lives in Haiti.

TPS forms are available
on the USCIS website or by
calling toll-free 1-800-870-
3676. For additional informa-
tion, applicants may also con-
tact the USCIS National
Customer Service Center at 1-
800-375-5283.

For more information on
USCIS and its programs, visit
www.uscis.gov.

- CaribWorldNews

Æ

Haitians get Jan. 18 deadline to file for TPS in U.S.

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad,
CMC – Dr. Joan Latchman,
acting director of the Seismic
Research Centre of the
University of the West Indies
(UWI), is warning Caribbean
countries to be prepared for
an earthquake with a magni-
tude of 8.0 after Trinidad and
Tobago was rocked by a 5.1
magnitude quake late last
month.

The Office of Disaster
Preparedness and
Management (ODPM) said
there were no reports of dam-
age or injury from the quake
that the National Earthquake
Information at the United
States Geological Survey reg-
istered 5.1 and was located 15
miles north west of Port of
Spain in Trinidad and 70 miles
west south west of
Scarborough in Tobago. It
was also felt in some sections
of Venezuela.

Latchman said that while
that area of the region has not
had a severe earthquake for
the last 100 years, she is pre-
dicting that one with a magni-
tude of 8.0 could hit the
Caribbean any day.

“Our largest earthquake
close to Trinidad occurred n
1756, which is more than 200
years ago,” she said on a radio
program here. “The largest
one in the Eastern Caribbean
occurred in 1843 which is
more than a 100 years ago,

the region is posed for a large
earthquake.”

On Jan. 12, 2010, an
earthquake with a magnitude
of 7.0 hit Haiti, killing an esti-
mated 300,000 people and
leaving more than a million
others homeless.
Latchman said that while the
Caribbean has recorded
earthquakes in the magnitude
7.1 to 7.5 range in the eastern
Caribbean “every 20 to 30
years, we have not had that
one in the magnitude, eight
range, that we expect every
100 years.

“So this is what we are
saying and we have been say-
ing it now for many year, that
the region is posed to experi-
ence one of its great earth-
quakes and as a region and as
a country we need to be pre-
pared.

“We need to take it seri-
ously…we need to take the
earthquake hazard very seri-
ously,” she said.

Æ

Major earthquake to hit
Caribbean ~ expert warns
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti,
CMC – The number of people
who have died in Haiti since
the cholera outbreak in
October has risen close to
3,000, according to figures
released by Ministry of Health
here late last month.

The ministry said that a
total of 121,518 people had
been affected by the water
borne disease with 63,711 hav-
ing received treatment at vari-
ous hospitals. The death toll
figure was listed at 2,591.

Health care officials said
the epidemic has spread to all
of Haiti’s 10 provinces, with
the Artibonite in the north-
west being the hardest hit,
where more than 800 people
have died.

Cholera, which has affect-
ed more than 60 people in the
neighboring Dominican
Republic, first appeared in
October in the central city of
Mirebalais. A French medical
study said that the outbreak
was caused by human waste
being dumped in a river by a

camp of Nepalese soldiers,
who are members of the
United Nations peacekeeping
mission in Haiti (MINUS-
TAH).

But the Napalese govern-
ment and the U.N. have dis-
puted that account. U.N.
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said
he will name
a group of
scientific
experts to
investigate
the origin of
the cholera
epidemic in
Haiti, which
had been
free of the
disease for decades.

Authorities said the epi-
demic is adding to the burdens
of Haiti, which is still strug-
gling to recover from the mas-
sive Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake
that killed as many as 300,000
people and left at least 1.5 mil-
lion homeless.

Æ

Death toll from Haiti’s cholera epidemic nears 3,000
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad,
CMC – The Trinidad and
Tobago government late last
month outlined a three-step
crime plan as the number of
murders in the country neared
the 500 mark in 2010.

Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar said that her
seven-month-old People’s
Partnership government was
facing a “challenge” in dealing
with the criminal activities
here that resulted in the mur-
der of 473 people to date.

The corresponding death
toll in 2008 was 502.

Speaking at her Siparia
constituency, Persad-Bissessar
said that her administration
has been working on a holistic

way of fighting
crime. She said
emphasis would
be placed on find-
ing the criminals,
adding “that is to
say that you
enforce the law,
you find crimi-
nals.”

She said the
other aspects of
the crime plan
would include
poverty reduction in the most
vulnerable areas and the judi-
ciary.

“We have to go at the
level of the Judiciary as well
and give the support to the
judiciary, such as is necessary

to improve the
administration of jus-
tice in Trinidad and
Tobago,” she said.

The com-
ments by the prime
minister follow the
public outcry over
the number of per-
sons killed recently,
including two
women, one of
whom was hit by a
stray bullet as gun-

men fired indiscriminately at a
28-year-old man, who later
burst into flames as a result of
the number of bullets fired
into his body.

Æ

T&T announces three-step crime plan as murders soar
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Montserrat’s former chief minister dies
BRADES, Montserrat, CMC -
Family members of former
Chief Minister John Osborne
say they have suffered an
“irreplaceable” loss as a result
of his passing.

“John A. Osborne, the

father with whom we have
shared the most intense love
and affection, has died. He
left us peacefully early Sunday
morning (Jan. 2)”, a family
statement noted.

Earlier reports indicated

that he died late Jan. 1. The
exact time or cause of death
had not been released up to
press time.

Osborne, who was 74, had
been flown to the United
States last year after his health
had been deteriorating for
several months.

He first became the head
of the island’s government in
1978 when he led the People’s
Liberation Movement to vic-
tory at the polls. He served for
13 years in Montserrat’s high-
est political office until his
party’s electoral defeat at the
hand of the National
Progressive Party (NPP) in
1991. Osborne also lost his
legislative seat.

BOUNCING BACK
Osborne, popularly

referred to as “John Bassie”,
reclaimed his seat at the 1996
elections and sat as an
Opposition member as the
leader of the short-lived
Progressive People’s Alliance.

In 2001, he made a tri-
umphant return as chief minis-
ter after leading the revamped
New People’s Liberation
Movement (NPLM) to a
resounding victory over the
NPP. Despite suffering a num-
ber of defections from his gov-
ernment, Osborne held on to
power until the 2006 polls.
He then served as a govern-
ment minister in a coalition
government headed by his for-
mer NPLM deputy Dr. Lowell
Lewis after no party won an
outright majority.

Osborne retired from
active politics ahead of the last
general elections in 2009, but
his legacy lives on in the form
of his son, David, who is a
parliamentary secretary in the
present government.

The Gerald’s Airport was
renamed the John A. Osborne
Airport in 2008.

Æ


