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National Address by 

Prime Minister Spen-

cer on Matters of Ille-

gal Firearms and 

Crime  

Fellow Antiguans and Barbu-

dans; 

 
Residents and Friends of An-

tigua and Barbuda: 

 

Recent developments in An-
tigua and Barbuda involving 

the use of firearms are 

threatening to disrupt the 

established fact that we are a 

nation of law-abiding citizens 
and residents. Each one of us 

has come to cherish the 

peace and security for which 

our nation has become 

known. 
 

In Antigua and Barbuda and 

other parts of the region, we 

have over the past few years 
been invaded by events of 

crime and violence that are 

alien to this part of the 

world. Over the past few 

months, we have seen a 

shocking and callous wave of 

crime and violence involving 

the use of illegal firearms. 
 

I know that every law-abiding 

person in Antigua and Barbu-

da is concerned. Your gov-
ernment is also concerned.  

 

I am deeply distressed by the 

recent brazen and utterly 

horrific gun crimes and the 
wanton killing of Ms. Susan 

Powell in broad daylight in 

our shopping centre.   

I join with every law-abiding 
person in our nation in ex-

pressing sincere condolences 

to the relatives and friends of 

Susan Powell. I also pray for 

and call on everyone to pray 
for those affected by the re-

cent events involving illegal 

firearms and also to pray for 

our nation. 

 
I would hope that these re-

cent wanton attacks and now 

murder of an innocent citizen 

are not being orchestrated 
by groups or elements within 

our society who are bent on 

creating chaos, insecurity and 

lawlessness in our society. 

 
I say to those individuals, you 

will not succeed. Law-abiding 

citizens and residents of this 

country will not allow you to 
succeed.   What befell Susan 

Powell and other individuals 

who suffered at the hands of 

criminals bearing illegal fire-

arms are tragic and regretta-
ble incidents. These are 

shocking and outrageous oc-

currences that we all must 

not allow to be repeated in 

our twin island nation. 

 
Fellow Antiguans and Barbu-

dans; Residents and Friends 

of Antigua and Barbuda: 

 
I can assure you that no 

stone will be left unturned to 

hunt down and bring to jus-

tice those who are responsi-

ble for these recent senseless 
acts and other acts of crime 

that remain unsolved. 

 

We need all hands on deck at 
this time to arrest this situa-

tion which threatens the sur-

vival of our economy. 
 

As Chief Servant of this na-

tion, I pledge my govern-

mentõs commitment to en-
suring that our nation re-

mains safe and secure. 

 

I once again express the sym-
pathies of my family, the gov-

ernment and people of Anti-

gua and Barbuda to those 

who have experienced acts 

of crime and violence. My 
prayers once again go out to 

the relatives and friends Su-

san Powell. 

 

May God bless each and eve-
ry one of us.  May God bless 

Antigua and Barbuda. 

(for the full text of Prime Minis-

terõs statement please visit:  
www.antiguabarbuda.gov.ag) 

 
27th February 2013 

Honourable Dr Baldwin W 

Spencer, Prime Minister of An-

tigua and Barbuda 

http://www.antigua-barbuda.com/
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òThe World Trade Organisation ð 

what is its true Roleó 

 

Let me begin my first message of 2013 by wishing 

each and everyone of our readers a Happy New 

Year and Godõs Blessing throughout the year. 

 

The subject of my message as you will note from 

the caption above is quite topical.  It is also a mat-

ter of great and grave concern for Antigua and 
Barbuda who for the last 10 years has been trying 

to resolve a long standing issue with the US at the 

WTO. 

 

When I conducted my research for this message I 

came across a report on the subject, .óThe WTO 

at the Cross Roadó.  The report on òthe impera-

tive of a WTO Reform Agendaó urges sweeping 
reforms of the same organisation which was es-

tablished to regulate WorldWide Trade.  The 

primary role of the WTO should be to avoid the 

threat of asymmetrical relations which can hinder 

the expected benefits from world trade and facilitate the reduction of trade barriers. 

 

Several of the recommendations struck a cord with me as I reviewed the fact surrounding the current case of 

Antigua and Barbuda vs USA. 

 

The WTO as we know it today emerged from some eight years or more of ardent negotiations in the late 

1980, and early 1990õs.  The Bulk of Sovereign States today are members (158) of the WTO and have agreed to 

be subject to its provisions whose overriding purpose is to facilitate òtrade flows as freely as possibleó. 

 

The WTO rests on the pillar of a multilateral trading mechanism grounded by plethora of agreements to cover 

goods, services and intellectual property. Those agreements spell out òthe principles of liberalisations, and the 
permitted exceptions.  They include individual Countryõs commitments to lower customs tariffs and other trade 

barriers, and to open and keep open services market.  They set procedures for settling disputes.  They pre-

scribe special treatment for developing countries.  They require governments to make their trade polices trans-

parent by notifying the WTO about laws in force and measures adopted, and through regular reports by the 

secretariat on the countries trade policies.  

 

Once a country assents by agreement to this trading mechanism or òset of rulesó, it agrees the conditionality 

under which trading into, across or out of its borders are allowed. The current case in question between Anti-
gua and Barbuda and the United States is one such example where two members of the WTO do not agree on 

the application and interpretation of one or more of the declarations made by either of the two members in the 

disagreement. 

Contõd on the next pageé... 

 

High Commissionerõs Message 

His Excellency Dr Carl B W Roberts, CMG 
High Commissioner to the Court of St Jamesõs 
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Contõd from previous page 

 

 

A Dispute Settlement System has been established with the WTO where either of the two members agrees for 

their dispute (or disagreement) to be heard.  The Dispute Settlement System is òa central element in providing 

security and predictability to the multilateral trading system.  The members recognise that it serves to preserve 

the rights and obligations of members under the covered agreements and to clarify the existing provisions of 

those agreements in accordance with customary rules of interpretations of public international lawsó. 

 

The WTO documents continue to state that òthe prompt settlement of situations in which a Member considers 

that any benefits accruing to it directly or indirectly under the covered agreement are being impaired by 
measures taken by another Member is essential to the effective functioning of the WTO and the maintenance of 

a proper balance between the rights and obligations of Members. Any settlements of a dispute or disagreement 

must be mutually acceptable to the parties to a dispute and consistent with the covered agreementó. 

 

If these are the objectives and the òRoleó of the WTO multilateral trading system, why are the powers of the 

dispute settlement mechanism so stunted? Why is it necessary for the two members of a dispute to be of equal 

size, status or power to enable a òBalancedó resolution? How representative would this pairing of members in 

dispute be in the multilateral trading system?   

Use of the phase òDavid vs. Goliathó is often made when speaking of the current dispute between the two WTO 

members (Antigua and Barbuda and the USA).  Rather than focusing on the asymmetry of the two members, the 

torch light should instead be focused on an impaired Dispute Settlement System which apparently has no power 

to enforce its decisions. 

 

Let me try to draw a parallel from the legal system.  The strength of our legal systems internally is that the size 

or financial status of either party before the court ought not to be a major hindrance to fairness, equity and the 

rule of law.  The courts have the power to ensure this and the system of jurisprudence at each level is designed 

to preserve this. 

 

Why is this not the case with the dispute settlement mechanism of the WTO?  No court would make a judge-
ment then wash its hands of the enforcement of that judgement.  There would be a huge outcry against such a 

practice.  

 

To be continued 

 

 
His Excellency Dr Carl B W Roberts, CMG  

High Commissioner to the Court of Jamesõs 

 

 

 

 

(quotations are from WTO documentation) 
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Antigua to Pursue Sanc-

tions Against the United 

States in Decade -Long 

Trade Dispute  

On 28th January 2013 in Geneva, 

the Caribbean nation of Antigua and 

Barbuda was granted authorization 

by the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) to suspend certain conces-

sions and obligations it has under 

international law to the United 

States in respect of intellectual 
property rights.   His Excellency Dr 

Carl B W Roberts, CMG, High 

Commissioner attended that meet-

ing accompanied by Mr Mark  Men-

dell, Legal Advisor for the Govern-
ment on the WTO matter. 

 

Having initially received preliminary 

authorization to do so from the 

WTO in 2007 and negotiating in 
good faith with the United States 

Government for a settlement of the 

case over the course of the last five 

years, Antigua is seeking final WTO 
approval of its sanctions in order to 

compel the United States to either 

comply with the rulings in Antiguaõs 

favour in the gambling dispute or to 

negotiate a fair and reasonable solu-
tion with the Antiguan Government.  

 

The remedy is expressly provided 

for under WTO law and, contrary 
to what the United States has pub-

licly stated, will not constitute 

òpiracyó or theft of intellectual 

property rights. Rather, it will be a 

lawful suspension of intellectual 
property rights, conforming to the 

judgment of the relevant WTO tri-

bunal. 

 

For nearly a decade, Antigua has 
sought to resolve the dispute with 

the United States Government over 

the US failure to abide by American 

treaty obligations with regard to 

remote gaming. 
 

òThe economy of Antigua and Bar-

buda has been devastated by the 

United States Governmentõs long 
campaign to prevent American con-

sumers from gambling on-line with 

offshore gaming operators. These 

aggressive efforts to shut down the 

remote gaming industry in Antigua 
has resulted in the loss of thousands 

of good paying jobs and seizure by 

the Americans of billions of dollars 

belonging to gaming operators and 
their customers in financial institu-

tions across the world. If the same 

type of actions, by another nation, 

caused the people and the economy 

of the United States to be so signifi-
cantly impacted, Antigua would 

without hesitation support their 

pursuit of justice. We once again ask 

our fellow sovereign nation and 

WTO member, the United States of 
America, to act in accordance with 

the WTOõs decisions in this matter, 

before we move forward with the 

implementation of the sanctions au-
thorized this day by the WTO,ó said 

Harold Lovell, Antiguaõs Finance 

Minister. 

 

At its height, the remote gaming 
industry in Antigua was the coun-

tryõs second largest employer, and 

leading international gaming econo-

mists estimated that the industry 
was worth over US $3.4 billion to 

the Antiguan economy. Having once 

employed over 4,000 people, today 

less than five hundred persons are 

employed in the gaming sector. This 
economic devastation has been 

caused by the direct actions of the 

United States.  

 
Fees paid by the gaming industry 

helped fund public education, 

healthcare and the countryõs infra-

structure, and the income boosted 

consumer spending and other eco-
nomic activity associated with a vi-

brant, high-tech industry. 

 

òAntigua has decided to utilize its 

right under international law to 
compel treaty compliance by the 

United States. This decision did not 

come easily. After countless pro-

posals from our government have 

been more or less ignored by the 

Office of the USTR - numerous de-
cisions by the WTO declaring the 

United States Governmentõs posi-

tion illegal - and failure of the United 

States Government to provide 
meaningful proposals to end the dis-

pute, the WTO provides this reme-

dy not to encourage illicit behavior 

by nations; but rather to provide 

them with a way to secure their 
legal rights as sovereign nations,ó 

said Colin Murdoch, Trade Ambas-

sador for Antigua. òIt is important 

to note that the intellectual proper-
ty remedy is incorporated in the 

WTO agreements and approved by 

all members, including the United 

States.ó 

 
Getting the authorization from the 

WTO to suspend intellectual prop-

erty rights does not require Antigua 

to ultimately resort to that suspen-

sion, and the Government remains 
hopeful that the United States will 

use the intervening period to engage 

the Antiguan Government in more 

productive discussions.  
 

If and when Antigua does take ac-

tion against American intellectual 

property holders, it will be done in 

accordance with international law 
and under strict supervision and 

direction of the Antiguan Govern-

ment. 

 
òAs a result of the US failure to 

comply with international law, the 

Antiguan economy and our citizens 

have suffered. In previous state-

ments, the United States has indicat-
ed there could be possible adverse 

consequences for Antigua and its 

citizens for resorting to this WTO-

sponsored remedy. We assume this 
is just rhetoric for public consump-

tion, and we look forward to the 

United States putting aside these 

tactics and focusing their future ef-

forts on thoughtful negotiation ra-
ther than on hyperbole and intimida-

tion,ó said Dr. McChesney Emanuel, 

Chairman of the Antigua and Barbu-

da Investment Authority  
 

нуǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмо 
* * * * * * *  
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A weeklong visit by a team made up 
of key representatives from the Pan 

American Health Organization 

(PAHO), the Inter-American Insti-

tute for Co-operation on Agricul-

ture (IICA), the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO), along with two consultants, 

ended with the signing of a Memo-

randum of Understanding for the 

Zero Hunger Challenge for Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

 

Among those present for the sign-

ing were Minister of Agriculture,  
Lands, Housing and the Environ-

ment Hon. Hilson Baptiste Minister 
of Agriculture, Dr. John. R. Deep, 

FAO Sub-regional Co-ordinator for 

the Caribbean, Greg Rawlins from 

IICA, Nutritionist Juanita James, and 

senior officials from public sector. 
 

òThe work has just begun, and our 

task will be to make sure we eradi-

cate hunger in Antigua and Barbuda 

and (to ensure that our efforts are) 
sustainable,ó Minister Baptiste said. 

òThe key implement is to help peo-

ple to help themselves. I urge all 

Antiguans and Barbudans, along 
with the government ministries, to 

come on-board to make this a suc-

cess.ó 

 

The minister thanked the overseas 
agencies for leading the charge and 

expressed confidence for success. 

Rawlins, in turn, thanked Baptiste 

and the entire team. 
 

òWe are extremely pleased to 

work with our partners from FAO 

as well as the Government of Anti-

gua and Barbuda, especially Minister 
Baptiste for his leadership, and the 

other ministries involved for their 

commitment to this process in sup-

port of the Zero Hunger Chal-
lenge,ó Rawlins said. 

 

The Zero Hunger Challenge aims 

to provide 100 per cent, year-

round access to adequate food; 
ensure that there are zero stunted 

children; create sustainable food 

systems and 100 per cent growth in 

small-holder productivity and in-

come; and eliminate food wastage. 
 

The goal is to do achieve the objec-

tives in two years. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Caribbean Community, 

(CARICOM) affirms its full support 

for Antigua and Barbuda in its fight 
to obtain United States of America 

compliance with the ruling of the 

World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Dispute Settlement Body on the 
subject of cross-border provision 

of gambling and betting services. 

 

The Conference of Heads of Gov-

ernment calls on the US to settle 

the dispute with Antigua and Bar-

buda by honouring its obligations 

to respect international rules and 
by complying with the decision of 

the WTO in this matter. Those 

rules apply to all countries whether 

small, large, rich or poor. All coun-
tries must abide by their obliga-

tions within the Community of Na-

tions in the WTO. 

 

The Community has stood with the 
US and the Community of Nations 

to defend the imperative of full 

compliance with internationally 

accepted norms and rules. Howev-
er, in this case, the US must review 

its actions in the context of the 

principles referred to above.  

 

Moreover, as small developing Na-

tion States, we have consistently 

worked for international coopera-

tion and reaffirmed that all sover-
eign member states should be re-

garded as equals, and respected 

accordingly. In the current WTO 

dispute between Antigua and Bar-
buda and the US, we expect the US 

will fulfil its international obliga-

tions and engage Antigua and Bar-

buda in urgent, meaningful and con-

structive negotiations to arrive at a 
mutually acceptable settlement.  

 

CARICOM is concerned over the 

extended delay in the resolution of 
this matter and urged USõs full 

compliance.  

 
* * * * * *  

Zero Hunger Initiative  
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Antiguan Students Com-

mence Studies in the Re-

public of Serbia  
 

Four Antiguan and Barbudan stu-
dents commenced studies in the Re-

public of Serbia under the World in 

Serbia Scholarship programme in 

conjunction with the Prime Minister 

Scholarship Programme. 
 

Shanice Christian, Donly Browne, 

Wintley Burton and Connell Joseph 

joined other  students from 
CARICOM Member States, who will 

be given a year-long emersion course 

in Serbian language and culture be-

fore commencing studies in Psychol-

ogy, Economics and Accounting, Edu-
cation and Computer Information 

Systems. 

The students are the first group to 

depart Antigua and Barbuda for stud-

ies abroad for 2013 under the Prime 

Ministerõs Scholarship initiative which 
places hundreds of young people 

across the globe under the govern-
mentõs Education through Diplomacy 

programme. The initiative selects 

qualified students to attend universi-

ties to pursue studies based on the 

governmentõs priority areas.  
 

The four students joined Kayla Sam-

uel and Clarissa Williams from Anti-

gua and Barbuda who are in their 
second year of studies in the Repub-

lic of Serbia.  

 

Prime Minister Spencer, while stating 

that he is delighted that Antiguan and 
Barbudan students are being given 

the opportunity to pursue studies in 

Serbia which will create a meaningful 

bond between that country and Anti-

gua and Barbuda, reiterated his com-

ment made during the recent 2013 
Budget Debate that his government 

is creating world class citizens 

through the scholarship programme. 

He said that while it is important for 
them to make contributions in Anti-

gua and Barbuda upon the comple-

tion of their studies, his government 

will be proud of them wherever they 

decide to make contributions around 
the globe. 

 

òIn the end they will all remain Anti-

guan and Barbudan citizens and their 
contributions will be of benefit to 

our nation. I am pleased that the 

Government of the Republic of Ser-

bia has agreed to partner with Anti-

gua and Barbuda in our quest to pro-
vide the best education for our peo-

ple. We appreciate this partnership 

greatly,ó said PM Spencer. 

 

The Prime Minister officially thanked 
the Foreign Minister and government 

of the Republic of Serbia for their 

contributions to Antigua and Barbu-

da in the form of a diplomatic note 
òThe Republic of Serbia is contrib-

uting to our students gaining world-

class skills and through the granting 

of these scholarships, the bonds of 

friendship between our two coun-
tries will be further enhanced in 

years to come,ó said PM Spencer. 

 

The four students will pursue under-
graduate studies at the University of 

Belgrade. 
22nd January 2013 

* * * * * *  

Antigua and Barbuda  

International Kite Festival  
26th March to 3rd April 2013  

 

A week of fun and colourful events 

for beginners and expert kite -

flyers alike. A popular Antiguan 

tradition, kite - flying events are 

arranged all around the island on 

beaches, on lawns and even indoors  
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Computer tablet distribu-

tion slated for all secondary 

schools   
 

 

On March 14th the Ministry of Tele-

communications will allocate nine 
hundred computer tablets to 4th and 

5th form students in all secondary 

schools. 

 

Minister of Telecommunications, Sci-
ence and Technology Dr. Hon Ed-

mond Mansoor made the announce-

ment during a ceremony which saw 

115 fifth form students from St. 
Maryõs Secondary, St. Josephõs Acade-

my, Island Academy and Antigua Girls 

High School allocated computer tab-

lets under the e-Education computer 

and e-Education Connectivity compo-
nent of the Government Assisted 

Technology Endeavour (GATE) Pro-

gramme. 

 

In January 2013 ninety fifth formers at 
the four schools were allocated tab-

lets during the pilot phase of the pro-

gramme. The Ministry has now com-

pleted the allocation process to the 
remaining students from the four in-

stitutions who also registered for the 

programme. 

 

Speaking to parents during the cere-
mony Dr. Mansoor reiterated his ad-

ministrationõs support of the educa-

tion of Antigua and Barbudaõs future 

leaders. 
 

òThis project was not fashioned along 

political lines. This is a project that 

was fashioned by a responsible Gov-

ernment understanding that we have 

a commitment to prepare our young 
people. Part of the preparation is to 

leverage on new technology. Many 

parents cannot afford this technology. 

If we gave you the device alone thatõs 

fine but the true empowering poten-

tial comes from access to the super 
information highway.ó Dr. Mansoor 

said. 

 

Under the GATE programme, stu-

dents of Antigua and Barbuda are the 
first in the region to integrate 4G LTE 

technology with their schooling. Dr. 

Mansoor noted it is now possible for 

students to access electronic books, 
library systems, Internet resources, 

and so much more and use them in a 

real-time discussion inside the class-

room. 

 

òWe are putting technology in the 

hands of students, not just in the 
classroom, not just at home, not just 

in the car. We are putting it at their 

disposal so that they can have access 

to knowledge and knowledge is pow-

er. This is a small island but we are 

producing citizens to be competitive 
worldwide.ó Dr. Mansoor said. 

 

Digicel CEO Victor Corcoran lauded 

the programme and said that the 

company is happy to partner with the 
Government to help provide the best 

educational experience possible using 

the latest 4G LTE connectivity. 

 
28th February 2013 

* * * * * *  

Wadadli Day  
 

Travellers to Antigua and Barbuda 

in 2013 enjoyed the annual 

Wadadli Day celebrations on 23rd 

February 2013 at the Botanical 

Gardens -  perfect for culture -

seekers and ôfoodiesõ alike.  

 

The open air festival puts on a show of Antigua and Barbudaõs best traditional arts, crafts, food, 

games, music and entertainment. With specific activities put in place for children, the festival is a 

fantastic family event providing an opportunity to support the islands traditions and culture.  
(some photos from previous years excerpted from Antigua Observer)  

Excerpted from www.antiguabarbuda.com; caribbeannesnow, caribbean360news,caribarena 


