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National Address by
Prime Minister Spen-
cer on Matters of llle-
gal Firearms and
Crime

months, we have seen acurrences that we all muit
shocking and callous wave ofnot allow to be repeated i
crime and violence involving our twin island nation.

the use of illegal firearms.

Fellow Antiguans and Barb
| know that every lawabiding dans; Residents and Friend
person in Antigua and Barbu-of Antigua and Barbudla:
da is concerned. Your gov-
ernment is also concerned. | can assure you that o

stone will be left unturned tg
I am deeply distressed by the hunt down and bring to jus
recent brazen and utterly tice those who are respons
horrific gun crimes and the ble for these recent sensele
wanton killing of Ms. Susanacts and other acts of crim
Powell in broad daylight in that remain unsolved.
our shopping centre.
| join with every lawabiding We need all hands on deck
person in our nation in ex- this time to arrest this situa¢
pressing sincere condolencestion which threatens the suf-
to the relatives and friends of vival of our economy.
Susan Powell. | also pray for
and call on everyone to pray As Chief Servant of this n
for those affected by the re- tion, | pledge my goverr
cent events involving illegaime nt &8s ¢ ommi f
Residents and Friends of An-firearms and also to pray for Suring that our nation re
tigua and Barbuda: our nation. mains safe and secu

@D

Honourable Dr Baldwin W
Spencer, Prime Minister of An-
etigud and Barbuda

Fellow Antiguans and Barbu-
dans;

U-

S
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mer
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tigua and Barbuda involvingCent wanton attacks and now Ppathies of my family, the goy-

the use of firearms are Mmurder of an innocent citizen ermnment and people of Ant}-

threatening to disrupt the &€

established fact that we are aPY | . .
nation of lawabiding citizens OUr society who are bent on Of crime and violence.

and residents. Each one of uscreating chaos, insecurity andPrayers once again go out
has come to cherish the lawlessness in our Society. the relatives and friends S

peace and security for which o san Powell.
KNOWN. will not succeed. Lavabiding May God bless each and e

citizens and residents of this Iy one of us. May God ble:
In Antigua and Barbuda andcountry will not allow you to Antigua and Barbuda.
other parts of the region, we Succeed. eret ~
have over the past few years Powell and other individualst €r 86s st at e me
been invaded by events ofWho suffered at the hands of www.antiguabarbuda.gov.ag)

crime and violence that are Criminals bearing illegal fire-

shocking and outrageous oc-
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not being orchestrated gua and Barbuda to thoge
groups or elements within Who have experienced adfs

1-
e-
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What befell Susan(for the full text of Prime Mifis-

nt
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Hi gh Commi ssioner 6s Me

0O0The World Traded Or
what I's 1ts true RQ¢

each and everyone of our readers a Happy Ne
Year and Godods Bl essin

The subject of my message as you will note fror
the caption above is quite topical. Itis also a ma
ter of great and grave concern for Antigua ang
Barbuda who for the last 10 years has been tryin

WTO.

When | conducted my research for this message

at the Cross Roadbo¢.

tive of a WTO Reform
reforms of the same organisation which was es
His Excellency Dr Carl B W Roberts, CMG tapllshed to regulate WorldWide Trade._ The
Hi gh Commi ssioner to the c himaty rgl? Oféhe WB%QLB%be to avoid the

threat of asymmetrical relations which can hinde
the expected benefits from world trade and facilitate the reduction of trade barriers.

Several of the recommendations struck a cord with me as | reviewed the fact surrounding the current ca
Antigua and Barbuda vs USA.

Let me begin my first message of 2013 by Wishi\v],g

J
to resolve a long standing issue with the US at the

came across a report ?Iln

g

—

A\ g
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The WTO as we know it today emerged from some eight years or more of ardent negotiations in the late

1980, and early 19900s. The Bul k of Sovereign
be subject to its provisions whose overriding p

The WTO rests on the pillar of a multilateral trading mechanism grounded by plethora of agreements to ¢
goods, services and intellectual property. Thos
permitted exceptions. They include individual

S t
T

WEE
e
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scribe special treatment for developing countries. They require governments to make their trade polices t
parent by notifying the WTO about laws in force and measures adopted, and through regular reports b

secretariat on the countries trade policies.

barriers, and to open and keep open services market. They set procedures for settling disputes. The]apr(

Once a country assents by agreement to this tr 3
under which trading into, across or out of its borders are allowed. The current case in question between A
gua and Barbuda and the United States is one such example where two members of the WTO do not agr

ns
the

d
nti-
e (

the application and interpretation of one or more of the declarations made by either of the two members infthe

disagreement.

Contdd on t he




Contdd from previous page

A Dispute Settlement System has been established with the WTO where either of the two members agre
their dispute (or disagreement) to be heard. 1
security and predictability to the multilateral trading system. The members recognise that it serves to pre

ps for
he
serve

the rights and obligations of members under the covered agreements and to clarify the existing provisipns of

those agreements in accordance with customary r

ul es

that any benefits accruing to it directly or indirectly under the covered agreement are being impair

d by

The WTO documents continue to state that o0the 3rom[

measures taken by another Member is essential to the effective functioning of the WTO and the mainten
a properbalancebetween the rights and obligations of Members. Any settlements of a dispute or disagree

must be mutually acceptable to the parties to a

I f these are the objectives and the O0Roled6 of

nce of
ment

di s

he

dispute settlement mechanism so stunted? Why is it necessary for the two members of a dispute to be of equal

si ze, status orBad awesautich® Hoe mepresengative woold this pairing of members
dispute be in the multilateral trading system?

n

Use of the phase oDavid vs. Goliathdé is often made

members (Antigua and Barbuda and the USA). Rather than focusing on the asymmetry of the two memb
torch light should instead be focused on an impaired Dispute Settlement System which apparently has ng

to enforce its decisions.

prs, the
power

Let me try to draw a parallel from the legal system. The strength of our legal systems internally is that the size

or financial status of either party before the court ought not to be a major hindrance to fairness, equity an
rule of law. The courts have the power to ensure this and the system of jurisprudence at each level is dg

to preserve this.

d the
signed

Why is this not the case with the dispute settlement mechanism of the WTO? No court would make a jydge-

ment then wash its hands of the enforcement of that judgement. There would be a huge outcry against
practice.

To be continued

His Excellency Dr Carl B W Roberts, CMG
Hi gh Commi ssioner to the Court of Jamesds

(quotations are from WTO documentation)

such a
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Antigua to Pursue Sanc- the United States Government over come easily. After countless pro-
tions Against the United the US failure to abide by American posals from our government have
treaty obligations with regard to been more or less ignored by the

States in Decade -Long

. remote gaming. Office of the USTR numerous de-
Trade Dispute J J

cisions by the WTO declaring the

0The economy of Umittig@da Saaded8B8arGoyv
buda has been devastated by thdion illegal- and failure of the United
United St at es G cStaes rGovernmedts to Ipmvidg
campaign to prevent American con-meaningful proposals to end the dis-
sumers from gambling eime with pute, the WTO provides this reme-
offshore gaming operators. Thesedy not to encourage illicit behavior
aggressive efforts to shut down the by nations; but rather to provide
remote gaming industry in Antiguathem with a way to secure their
has resulted in the loss of thousandsl e g a | rights as 5
of good paying jobs and seizure bysaid Colin Murdoch, Trade Ambas-
the Americans of billions of dollarss ad o r for Anti gua

pEC RO e TS Delonging to gaming operators andto note that the intellectual proper-

Adeipistration HonotsSgReiiyorc Loves their customers in financial institu- ty remedy is incorporated in the

tions across the world. If the same WTO agreements and approved by

On 28th January 2013 in Genevatype of actions, by another nation, all members, including the United
the Caribbean nation of Antigua andcaused the people and the economySt at es . 6
Barbuda was granted authorizationof the United States to be so signifi-
by the World Trade Organization cantly impacted, Antigua would Getting the authorization from the
(WTO) to suspend certain conces- without hesitation support their WTO to suspend intellectual prop-
sions and obligations it has underpursuit of justice. We once again askerty rights does not require Antigua
international law to the United our fellow sovereign nation and to ultimately resort to that suspen-
States in respect of intellectual WTO member, the United States of sion, and the Government remains
property rights. His Excellency Dr America, to act in accordance with hopeful that the United States will
Carl B W Roberts, CMG, Hight he WTO®8s deci si agsestheintervening pesod tmangagee r
Commissioner attended that meet- before we move forward with the the Antiguan Government in more
ing accompanied by Mr Mark Men-implementation of the sanctions au-productive discussions.
dell, Legal Advisor for the Govern-t hori zed this day by the WTO, 6 sai

ment on the WTO matter. Har ol d Lovell, A and iwgen Arfligua dées take rac- e
Minister. tion against American intellectual
Having initially received preliminary property holders, it will be done in

authorization to do so from the At its height, the remote gaming accordance with international law
WTO in 2007 and negotiating in industry in Antigua was the coun- and under strict supervision and
good faith with the United Statest r y6s second | ar djrecéon of ehm pAmtigugne Goyern-a n
Government for a settlement of the |eading international gaming econo-ment.
case over the course of the last five mists estimated that the industry
years, Antigua is seeking final WTOwas worth over US $3.4 bilionto 0 As a resul t of 1
approval of its sanctions in order to the Antiguan economy. Having oncecomply with international law, the
compel the United States to either employed over 4,000 people, today Antiguan economy and our citizens
comply with the [edslthamf@e hudied pkrdnd ehaveé suffered. In previous state-
favour in the gambling dispute or to employed in the gaming sector. Thisments, the United States has indicat-
negotiate a fair and reasonable solueconomic devastation has beened there could be possible adverse
tion with the Antiguan Government. caused by the direct actions of the consequences for Antigua and its
United States. citizens for resorting to this WTO
The remedy is expressly provided sponsored remedy. We assume this
for under WTO law and, contrary Fees paid by the gaming industryis just rhetoric for public consump-
to what the United States has pub-helped fund public education,tion, and we look forward to the
licly stated, will not constitute heal t hcare and t Unded Statesnputting daside ithase r
oOpiracyéo or t h e ktituctur® tind thenirdcamle badsted ta@tits and focusing their future ef-
property rights. Rather, it will be a consumer spending and other eco-forts on thoughtful negotiation ra-
lawful suspension of intellectualnomic activity associated with a vi-ther than on hyperbole and intimida-

property rights, conforming to the brant, hightech industry. tion, o6 said Dr. M

judgment of the relevant WTO tri- Chairman of the Antigua and Barbu-

bunal. 0OAntigua has de cdadneedtmentdutharityi | i ze i
right under international law to

For nearly a decade, Antigua hasompel treaty compliance by the Hy QK W ydz NE HAawm

*kk kk k%

sought to resolve the dispute with United States. This decision did not
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ernment calls on the US to settle Moreover, as small developing Na-
the dispute with Antigua and Bar-tion States, we have consistently
buda by honouring its obligationsworked for international coopera-
to respect international rules and tion and reaffirmed that all sover-
by complying with the decision of eign member states should be re-
the WTO in this matter. Those garded as equals, and respected
rules apply to all countries whether accordingly. In the current WTO
small, large, rich or poor. All coun- dispute between Antigua and Bar-

CAR |COM tries must abide by their obliga- buda and the US, we expect the US

tions within the Community of Na- will fulfil its international obliga-
The Caribbean Community, tionsinthe WTO. tions and engage Antigua and Bar-
(CARICOM) affirms its full support buda in urgent, meaningful and con-
for Antigua and Barbuda in its fight The Community has stood with the structive negotiations to arrive at a
to obtain United States of America US and the Community of Nations mutually acceptable settlement.
compliance with the ruling of the to defend the imperative of full
World Trade Organization (WTO) compliance with internationally CARICOM is concerned over the
Dispute Settlement Body on the accepted norms and rules. Howev-extended delay in the resolution of
subject of crossorder provision er, in this case, the US must reviewt h i s matter and u
of gambling and betting servicesits actions in the context of the compliance.
principles referred to above.

The Conference of Heads of Gov- e

Zero Hunger Initiative come onboard to make this a suc-
cess. o0

The minister thanked the overseas
agencies for leading the charge and
expressed confidence for success.
Rawlins, in turn, thanked Baptiste
and the entire team.

0 We ar e extremely

work with our partners from FAO

as well as the Government of Anti-

gua and Barbuda, especially Minister

Baptiste for his leadership, and the

other ministries involved for their

commitment to this process in sup-

A weeklong visit by a team made upment Hon. Hilson Baptiste Minister port of the Zero Hunger Chal-

of key representatives from the Panof Agriculture, Dr. John. R. Deep,l enge, 6 Rawl i ns sa

American Health Organization FAO Subregional Ceordinator for

(PAHO), the InterAmerican Insti- the Caribbean, Greg Rawlins fromThe Zero Hunger Challenge aims

tute for Co-operation on Agricul- [ICA, Nutritionist Juanita James, ando provide 100 per cent, year

ture (IICA), the United Nations senior officials from public sector. round access to adequate food,;

Food and Agriculture Organization ensure that there are zero stunted

(FAO), along with two consultants, 6 The wor k has | uchidrenh ergaten sustamable faod r

ended with the signing of a Memo-task will be to make sure we eradi- systems and 100 per cent growth in

randum of Understanding for the cate hunger in Antigua and Barbudasmaliholder productivity and in-

Zero Hunger Challenge for Antigua and (to ensure that our efforts are) come; and eliminate food wastage.

and Barbuda. sustainable, éd Minister Baptiste sa
0The key i mpl e me Mmhe goal s totdmachieeelthe obee o -

Among those present for the sign- ple to help themselves. | urge alltives in two years.

ing were Minister of Agriculture, Antiguans and Barbudans, along

Lands, Housing and the Environ-with the government ministries, to
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Antiguan Students Com- The students are the first group to Serbia which will create a meaningful
mence Studies in the Re- depart Antigua and Barbuda for stud-bond between that country and Anti-

. . ies abroad for 2013 under the Prime gua and Barbuda, reiterated his com-
public of Serbia Mini sterds Schol amesthmade durimgitheirecdni 208 w
places hundreds of young peopleBudget Debate that his government
is creating world class citizens
through the scholarship programme.
He said that while it is important for
them to make contributions in Anti-
gua and Barbuda upon the comple-
tion of their studies, his government
will be proud of them wherever they
decide to make contributions around
the globe.

0ln the end they w
guan and Barbudan citizens and their
contributions will be of benefit to

our nation. | am pleased that the
Government of the Republic of Ser-

bia has agreed to partner with Anti-
gua and Barbuda in our quest to pro-
vide the best education for our peo-

ple. We appreciate this partnership
greatly, o said I

The Prime Minister officially thanked
the Foreign Minister and government

Four Antiguan and Barbudan stu- _of the Republic of Serbia for their
dents commenced studies in the Re-20 0>° the globe under the govern-¢onyipytions to Antj d Barbu-

~

: ua
public of Serbia under the World in ¢ " t6s Education ghfhing thn'of adipforalld™dis ¥

Serbia Scholarship programme iprogramme. The initiative selectsy 1 e Re public of <

) ; . . - lifi tudents to attend universi- o
conjunction with the Prime Minister qualified students to attend Universi-ying 1o our students gaining world

) ties to pursue studies based on the ; ;
Scholarship Programme. - - ~class skills and through the granting
governmentos pri o fhds¢ scRofarEnbs, the bonds of

Shanice Christian, Donly Browne, friendship between our two coun-

. The four students joined Kayla Sam'tries will be further enhanced in
W!ntley Burton and Connell Joseph uel and Clarissa Williams from Anti-
joined other students from

CARICOM Member States, who will gua and Barbuda who are in their

be given a yediong emersion course ﬁ?%?rgjeﬁzr of studies in the RGpUb"The four students will pursue under-
in Serbian language and culture be- : graduate studies at the University of

' ies i - Belgrade.
l;ore g’orzg:gzg';gd iggéiit:g Péélj_hd Prime Minister Spencer, while stating J 22nd January 2013
v, 9 HU-hat he is delighted that Antiguan and oKk ok ko
cation and Computer Information

Svstems Barbudan students are being given
Y ' the opportunity to pursue studies in

years to come, 6 sali

Antigua and Barbuda

International Kite Festival
26th March to 3rd April 2013

A week of fun and colourful events
for beginners and expert kite -
flyers alike. A popular Antiguan
tradition, kite - flying events are
arranged all around the island on
beaches, on lawns and even indoors




Computer tablet distribu- political lines. This is a project that room.

tion slated for all secondary was fashioned by a responsible Gov-
schools ernment understanding that we haveo We ar e putting t e

a commitment to prepare our young hands of students, not just in the
people. Part of the preparation is to classroom, not just at home, not just

On March 14th the Ministry of Tele- leverage on new technology. Manyin the car. We are putting it at their

communications will allocate nint
hundred computer tablets to 4th anc
5th form students in all secondary
schools.

AR TR T
e S e

Minister of Telecommunications, Sc
ence and Technology Dr. Hon Ed _
mond Mansoor made the announce 4
ment during a ceremony which sa\ |
115 fifth form students from St.
Maryds Secondary,
my, Island Academy and Antigua Git
High School allocated computer tab
lets under the eEducation computer
and eEducation Connectivity compo-
nent of the Government Assiste
Technology Endeavour (GATE) Prc¢
gramme.

In January 2013 ninety fifth formers at
the four schools were allocated tab-
lets during the pilot phase of the pro-
gramme. The Ministry has now com-
pleted the allocation process to the
remaining students from the four in-

stitutions who also registered for the
programme.

parents cannot afford this technology.disposal so that they can have access
I f we gave you t hteknowedge and knawledge & pawh a
fine but the true empowering poten- er. This is a small island but we are
tial comes from access to the superproducing citizens to be competitive
i nformati on hi ghwaoyr.l6d wDide. MabDrs.ooMar
said.

Digicel CEO Victor Corcoran lauded
Under the GATE programme, stu- the programme and said that the
dents of Antigua and Barbuda are thecompany is happy to partner with the

Speaking to parents during the Cere'flrst in the region to integrate 4G LTE Government to help provide the best

mony Dr. Mansoor reiterated his ad-

ministrationos suff8T LB SWW%‘;“S’.‘ T B deatac LTE comeaty.
tion of Antigua B89 P d'APeS q e ' ty
leaders. %tldents 6 access “efectronic ooks

library systems, Internet resources, 28th February 2013

6This project wasd oMUy aygadugeteminag g

real-tlme discussion insi he class

Wadadli Day

Travellers to Antigua and Barbuda

;in 2013 enjoyed the annual

= Wadadli Day celebrations on 23rd

A February 2013 at the Botanical

| Gardens - perfect for culture -
..seekers and 6foodiesdo alike.

The open air festival puts on a show of Antigua and
games, music and entertainment. With specific activities put in place for children, the festival is a

fantastic family event providing an opportunity to support the islands traditions and culture.
(some photos from previous years excerpted from Antigua Observer)

Excerpted from www.antiguabarbuda.com; caribbeannesnow, caribbean360news,caribarena



