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IF hotel and tourism
officials have their
way, the seasonality of
this key sector will
soon be replaced by
year-round bookings.

Yesterday, the
Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc. (BTMI)
and the Barbados Hotel
& Tourism Association
(BHTA) launched
‘Brilliant Barbados’,
a promotion aimed at
increasing forward
bookings for the softer
summer and fall periods
and increase the
country’s competitive-
ness globally.

This follows a strong
start of the 2015 winter
season, as officials report
a strong December and
good numbers in the first
two months of the year.

The new Brilliant
Barbados campaign is a
value-packed travel deal
featuring discounts on
hotel stays, attractions,
car rental agencies and
restaurants across
Barbados. With the
tagline, ‘More
Excitement, More Value’,
the promotion seeks to
position Barbados as 
a fun destination for
families, couples and
individuals with a packed
year-round calendar of
events.

All bookings must be
made between the period
March 23-April 30 to be
valid, while travel must
be completed between
May 9 and December 19,
2015. The offer will
guarantee the first night
free on a four-night stay
for visitors from the 
US, Canada and the

Caribbean and the first
two nights free on a
seven-night stay for
visitors from the UK and
Europe.

While speaking to 
the media at BTMI’s

headquarters in the
Warrens Complex, BTMI
Director of Marketing
Robert Chase said: “We
see public/private sector
programmes such as this
as key to the way forward.

If we are to reduce
seasonality, increase our
foreign exchange receipts
and maximise the return
on marketing investment
from our limited budgets,
all tourism stakeholders

must work together in
new and creative ways.”

Chase also stated that
in keeping with the
BTMI’s new digital
marketing focus, an
aggressive online

campaign has been
mounted to drive
awareness of the new
offer among targeted
groups of prospective
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DOWN with GDP per
capita to measure the
progress of small island
developing states (SIDS).

In its place there
should be, among other
things, a robust agenda
to create a strategy 
for financing the
development of these
same states.

That’s part of the
message the Barbados
Government put across 
to the opening yesterday
of a Commonwealth
Conference on Financing
for Development in Small
States.

The message was
conveyed by Government
Senator, Jepter Ince, who

gave the feature address
at the opening ceremony
of the two-day conference
at the Accra Beach Hotel
and Spa.

It came against the
background of not enough
being done to assist SIDS
with their developmental
requirements and the
challenges facing them,

including economic
setbacks, infrastructural
damages from disasters,
rising debt levels, and the
fallouts from climate
change.

Senator Ince, who is
also the Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry
of Economic Affairs, told
the almost 50 delegates

from Commonwealth
countries including
Barbados, that GDP per
capita income must 
no longer be used as a
yardstick to determine
the progress of the small
states.

“While Barbados is
proud to achieve a
favourable Human

Development Index
ranking, the use of GDP
per capita alone as a
development measure
has proved inadequate
and has projected an
incomplete picture of our
development challenge,”
the Senator said.

MEASURE on Page 4

Executive Vice President of the BHTA, Sue Springer, with BTMI Director of Marketing, Robert Chase, as they unveiled the ‘Brilliant
Barbados’ initiative, which is expected to attract tourists to the island year-round.

IN SEASON ‘Brilliant Barbados’ promotion to boost
visitor arrivals during slow months

Current development measure for SIDS ‘inadequate’

Taxpayers can now 
file 2014 Income 

Tax returns
Page 5



AS SOL celebrates their 10th
year anniversary, they have
also been hard at work with the
rebranding of the Shell sites to
those of Sol service stations,
and as noted by Sales
Executive for Sol ltd, Denise
Mendes, the rebranding, should
be completed for all 14 sites by
the end of 2015.

“As a company that contin-
ues to grow and continues on
with our journey, we decided at
this juncture with our 10 years
that we were going to rebrand
our Shell stations, again it is a
monumental feat, a monumen-
tal task, but we have been
doing it and we have been
doing it successfully,” she
noted.

According to Mendes, the
first of these sites to have been
concluded was the one in
Collymore Rock, which began
on the 4th of February, with the
second one being the on in
Black Rock and the third in 
Six Roads, however, there are a
few others (5) that are still in
the stages of progress including
the Charles Rowe Bridge sta-
tion and the Top Rock one as
well.

Stating that the work would
be done in stages, she noted, “
We have about 5 other locations
that are going to be rebranded

from Shell to Sol and we are
just immensely proud of the
journey that we have had thus
far and where we have come as
a small company, a little dot to
a mighty tree with branches
that extend not only in
Barbados nut cross the region.
We do operate in 23 countries
across the Region and we are
work as one family and we are
immensely proud of the work

that we are doing in Barbados
and the rest of the region”.

The rebranding, she re-
vealed, was also a developmen-
tal tool and she explained that
they had stared training for
staff in some of the locations
already and that it was an on-
going thing.

“We are always very, very
customer service based, cus-
tomer service oriented and we

do training all the time. We
have a fantastic group of people
who work with us, they do the
training and we also have
someone who works along with
the attendants ,so it is one
thing to do classroom training,
but it is another thing to actu-
ally have someone you’re actu-
ally on the forecourt interact-
ing with the customer,” she
noted. (AC)
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SOL’S NEWEST PROMOTION! (from left) Denise Mendes, Sales executive; Lisbeth Cabrera, Marketing Implementer;
Shari Walters-Belgrave, Marketing Assistant; Aisha Lockhart, Sales Executive and Karen Bishop-McClean, Sales Executive at
SOL Barbados Ltd.

Denise Mendes, Sales Executive at Sol Barbados lid.

By Ashlee Cox

SOL Barbados will be mak-
ing Barbadian history with
their newest promotion,
which was unveiled re-
cently and was to commence
for eight weeks starting yes-
terday, March 25th.

The newest promotion, as was
revealed by Sales Executive Sol
Barbados Ltd,Denise Mendes, is
the ‘Free Fuel for Life’ promo-
tion,which promises to be a mas-
sive promotion, that will ease the
economic strain of the winner
for his/her life, as it pertained to
their vehicular fuel needs.

“Our promotion this year, was
win free fuel for life, and when
we say for life, we mean for life!
With every $40 spent by a cus-
tomer in either gasoline or diesel
they will get an entry form, the
entry form they will complete
and they will submit, and just a
standard competition question
that they will be required to an-
swer, they will submit that into
an entry form box, which will be
positioned inside of the store and
they will have a chance at two
things, I mentioned earlier the
$1000 BDS in free fuel and that
entry form will be resubmitted
into the box, the same entry form
would also allow that person to
have free fuel for life. So basi-
cally speaking the person that
wins that never has to spend an-
other $40 or $20 again,as long as
they are living” she noted.

Explaining that there would
be competition rules which
would be posted on the back of
the entry form, and that the
prize was non-transferrable, she
noted that the promotion was in-
deed Sol’s way of giving back and
would amount to $8,000 annu-
ally in fuel for the lucky winner.

“ We’ve been here for 10 years,
we are very proud. It’s a local
company, a company that is
managed locally and we want to
make sure that we give back to
our customers who have
supported us over the 10 years
and I’m sure that they will 
support us beyond,”she illus-
trated.

Continuing, she noted, “The
promotion will be a life changer
for someone, imagine yourself
pulling into a service station to
fill up your vehicle and never
having to pull that money from
your pocket, so it is a mammoth
prize and I do believe that it is
probably the first time in
Barbados that a free fuel for life
as we always give an amount,
but I think for life has never
been done, so once again, Sol
leads the way with our promo-
tion in 2015”.

‘Free Fuel
for Life’
promotion
historic

Rebranding
continues for SOL

Ezra Prescod Managing
Director, Sol Barbados ltd.



HIGH RANKING gov-
ernment officials of
Delta State, Nigeria
are refuting the claims
that the Nigerian stu-
dents, who have ig-
nored an order to re-
turn home, will face
punishment if they go
back.

At a press conference
held yesterday afternoon
at Island Inn,
Commissioner for Justice
and Attorney General of
Delta State, Charles
Ajuyah and his colleague,
the Commissioner for
Higher Education,
Charles Emetulu, categor-
ically denied that any
punitive fate will befall the
eight students who are no
longer part of the 
Delta State 
Youth Empowerment
Programme, which
brought 90 students to
Barbados late last year.
They in fact indicated that
nine students have al-

ready returned to the
Nigerian state, the first set
left on January 11 and the
last on March 22, and they
have been reunited with
their families.

“There is no iota of truth
in the allegations that
were made. They claim
that if they return back to
Nigeria they will be vic-
timised, they will be killed;
that is not Nigeria, and
that is not Delta State.
These are children of the
State and the State
deemed it fit to send its
children for studies. I
think it’s like a family
home; send your children
to school, they’re not able
to cope with the school reg-
ulations, of course the par-
ents have a right to say
come back home,” he said.

The Attorney General’s
comments came as he in-
sisted that since the com-
mencement of the admin-
istration of the present
governor, they have not

been found culpable of any
human rights violation.
With that in mind, he said
when the students return
to Delta State, they will be
“as free as the air”and will
be able to continue their
lives as the others who
have already gone back.

The Government official
explained that the stu-
dents came here to learn
skills in tourism and agri-
culture and once they are
not willing to be part of the
programme they would
have to go back home. As

such, he is appealing to
them to heed the call to go
back.

He contended, “It is not
the idea of the Delta State
Government to send stu-
dents here on the basis of
coming to learn skills, and
the students turn away
from the skills and do
some other things else.”

Meanwhile, the
Commissioner for Higher
Education told the media
that the 70 students who
have remained in
Barbados to participate in

the programme are still at
the Casa Grande Hotel
and are willing to learn.
He said that recent discus-
sions with relevant bodies
here in Barbados have
been successful, and the
students are expected to
start their studies as soon
as possible.While remain-
ing mum about which
local institution the stu-
dents will be attending, in-
dicating that the educa-
tional facility will make
the announcement in due
course, he said Delta State

would like to see the pro-
gramme continue in the
future.

“We’re going back happy
that we’ve found a very
good school which the stu-
dents will be proud of,”
Emetulu said.

Moreover, he added that
contrary to what has been
suggested, no money is
missing from the pro-
gramme; neither have
they overshot the 
budget, as the money is
being disbursed in phases.
(JRT)

DONVILLE INNISS ,
Minister of Industry ,
International Business ,
Commerce and Small
Business Development be-
lieves there is a failure to
understand what busi-
nesses go through on a
daily basis in Barbados
and there is a failure in
the public sector to under-
stand why or how our fail-
ure to respond impacts the
success of the private sec-
tor.

In his address at the
Barbados Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) luncheon at Hilton
Barbados targeting
Business Facilitation
–Improving Barbados
International Competiv-
eness, he highlighted,
“From my perspective in
Government we need to
recognise the role of the
private sector in economic,
social and political devel-
opment in Barbados, once

you start form that point
and establish the clear
roles between government
and private sector, we
start to get a better under-
standing of business facil-
itation”.

“The opposite side to fa-
cilitation is frustration
and what you [private sec-
tor] are asking from us is
that the public sector facil-
itate what you do .From a
macro perspective it is
about the state doing what
it has to do to ensure that
business in Barbados 
operates in an efficient
manner .In order for that
to happen form the gov-
ernment side we must ap-
preciate the role of the pri-
vate sector.”

The Minster reiterated ,
“The public sector needs
to fully appreciate
whether we like it or not
you[private sector] pay our
salaries, sometimes there
is not that level of appreci-

ation that if your business
succeeds it means our
salaries in the public sec-
tor will be paid on time ...”.

“We need to ensure that
the private sector is al-
lowed to achieve their full
potential, maximise their
profits and get better re-
turn on investments ......In
this day of age they is still
too many of you in the pri-
vate sector that still have
to go into government of-
fices on a daily basis to do
fundamental things, it is
amazing the amount of
things that I can sit in
Barbados and go online in
the US A with regulatory
bodies, that I can’t do right
here ...”

Inniss made no qualms
in stating, “You don’t al-
ways have it right in the
private sector, sometimes
you are your worst own
enemy but this is not the
time for bashing but in
order for Barabdos to be-

come one of the most com-
petitive domiciles in the
world. We need a genuine
partnership within the
private and public sector
that is based on mutual
respect, clarity, consis-
tency and a higher level of
accountability across the
board and with that we
can see greater competive-
ness”.

“We don’t need to de-
pend on any world bank
report or any interna-
tional rating agency to tell
us we have challenge in
terms of our competive-
ness, the reality is that we
have to look inwards and
ask ourselves if we are as
competitive as a nation as
we ought to be .We have to
ask ourselves if our organ-
isations both the private
and public sector are as
competitive as they ought
to be .It ought to drive us
internally to find ways to
be more efficient..” (NB)
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From left: Tracey Shuffler, President of the BCCI; Donville Inniss, Minister of Industry, International
Business, Commerce and Small Business Development and David Jean –Marie, CEO of the Barbados Port Inc
sharing a brief moment before the Barbados Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) luncheon.
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travellers. This online
strategy incorporates
search engine marketing,
social media advertising,
e-mail marketing and a
dedicated website at
www.BrilliantBarbados.co
m. This is in addition to
partnerships with global
tour operators, travel
agents and airline part-
ners, as well as the inter-
national media.

More than 30 partici-
pating hotels and a num-
ber of local attractions
have signed on to the ini-
tiative to offer a range of
discounts to visitors.

BHTA’s Executive Vice
President, Sue Springer,
while endorsing the col-
laborative effort noted
that over the years the
BHTA has collaborated
with the public sector to
promote similar pro-
grammes.

“Our membership, and
by extension the entire is-
land, has definitely seen
the benefits of such pro-
grammes, especially dur-
ing our slow season. We
have to keep the momen-
tum going and keep our
sector striving all year.
This is the goal of our
Association and our mem-
bership is fully behind the
Brilliant Barbados pro-
gramme or any other proj-

ect with this aim.
“We recognise that the

travel industry is con-
stantly changing and, in
order to continue to at-
tract repeat and new visi-
tors to the island to sus-
tain our sector, we must
keep abreast of these
trends in our efforts to
continue to position the is-
land strategically by offer-
ing the right packages and
programmes, like
Brilliant Barbados, to
maintain our competitive
advantage.

Springer assured that
locals can benefit from
these discounted prices,
noting that all attractions
currently give a local rate
for all attractions.

“We will continue with
Staycation. People are
saying because business
is good we are going to
stop Staycations, that is
not true.Staycations is on-
going and alive and well.
And we have many hotels
that are offering
Staycations. Charity be-
gins at home – we must
ensure everybody can ex-
perience what we have
here,” she said.

Each visitor will receive
a discount voucher, which
they will be required to
show at participating loca-
tions.The package also in-
cludes discounts through
the Re-Discover dining
programme. (JH)

Nigerian students’ fears simply unfounded

Public sector needs to appreciate private sector 

Island must keep
striving to maintain
competitive advantage

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=http://www.BrilliantBarbados.co
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“In essence, there must
be a call for the adoption
of an innovative finance
mechanism that is flexible
and not one designed to ex-
clude countries from devel-
opment finance resource
flows on the basis of in-
come criteria alone or ad-
ministrative and human
resource cost constraints,”
said the Government offi-
cial.

He reasoned that the
adoption of a vulnerability
index should be viewed

within the framework of 
finance for development.
This yardstick, the
Barbados Government of-
ficial said, could allow high
middle-income countries,
which have been gradu-
ated from concessional 
financing, to secure access
to grants and favourable
financing facilities,
thereby minimising the
exposure of increasing 
levels of debt.

He pointed out that the
Government of Barbados
supports such initiatives
as the resilience profiling

of small states by 
the Commonwealth
Secretariat as well as a
centre of excellence by the
University of Malta to sup-
port the financing require-
ments of small states.

Senator Ince outlined
how SIDS continue to 
face challenges and how
susceptible they are to 
external shocks, notably
natural disasters.Pointing
to the Caribbean as an 
example, the Government
official referred to dam-
ages caused by hurricanes
and flooding in some

Caribbean islands. “In 
addition, the onset of the
global financial crisis 
in late 2007 into 2008 
has critically challenged
SIDS’ capacity to sustain
progress in growth and
sustainable development,”
he maintained.

Parliamentary Secretary,
Senator Jepter Ince (left),
greeting Deodat Maharaj,
Deputy Secretary General
of the Commonwealth, at
the opening of the confer-
ence yesterday.

‘Innovative finance mechanism must be flexible’

THE high debt levels
which the Caribbean
countries have in-
curred over the years
are not sustainable.
That warning has
come from Deputy
Secretary General of
the Commonwealth,
Deodat Maharaj, in 
an an address to 
a Commonwealth
Conference in
Barbados yesterday.

He has told delegates
attending the two-day

conference on financing
for development in 
small states that the
Caribbean is one of the
most heavily indebted 
regions in the world.

According to him, nine
of the member countries
in the Caribbean have
debt to GDP ratios of
more than 75 per cent
while three of them have
debt to GDP ratios in ex-
cess of 100 per cent.

“This is not sustain-
able and development

cannot take place with
this heavy debt burden,”
Maharaj reasoned.

He highlighted the
issue of debt while zero-
ing in on many of the is-
sues facing small states.

The Deputy Secretary
General said that
notwithstanding the
progress made on several
fronts, small states are
at a seminal moment in 
a changing globalised
space for developing
countries and more

specifically for small
states.

“We know the inherent
vulnerability of small
states to economic
shocks, and natural 
disasters,” he said while
noting that in the case of
natural disasters, cli-
mate change had exacer-
bated the need for a new
international dispensa-
tion for small states.

“This phenomenon,
coupled with sea level
rises, will have serious

consequences for many
small states in terms of 
resilience and sustain-
able development,” the
Commonwealth official
said.

He noted that in
Antigua and Barbuda,
for example, a small 
increase in the rise of 
sea levels could see their
mangrove forest disap-
pear by as early as 2030
instead of by the common
prediction of 2075.

Maharaj said there is

evidence that natural
disasters and their in-
creasing frequencies
have exposed small
states more than be-
fore in places such as
Mauritius, Seychelles
and the Caribbean.

“In essence, one natu-
ral disaster can move a
small state from high 
income to middle income
and to lower or zero 
income in a matter of
hours,” according to him.

(JB)

High debt levels not sustainable, says Maharaj
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THE income tax form is
now online and taxpay-
ers have already begun to
file their individual tax
returns for the Income
Year 2014.

This disclosure 
has come from
Communications Officer
at the Barbados Revenue
Authority, Erica Lazare,
who said the form was
uploaded on Tuesday, and
within 24 hours, over 700
persons had filed.

Ms. Lazare is urging
taxpayers to ensure their
third-party information
is uploaded and accurate;
to update their registry
information online; and
to get their passwords
sorted out before filing
their returns.

“Taxpayers are re-

minded that their user-
name is their national
registration number, and
if they cannot remember
their password, they can
acquire a new one by sim-
ply using the reset option
on the page. However, it
is important that persons
can access their e-mail
addresses in order to re-
ceive the new password
that would be issued,”
she said.

Taxpayers may access
the Electronic Tax
Administration page at:
https://etax.ird.gov.bb.
Income tax returns must
be filed by Thursday,
April 30, 2015, by every
person – resident or non-
resident – who carried 
on a business, vocation,
trade or undertaking of

any kind, or an adven-
ture or concern in the na-
ture of trade in Barbados,
during the Income Year
2014.

Ms. Lazare listed those
who should file as: own-
ers of property from
which an assessable in-
come was derived; a trust
or estate; persons resi-
dent in Barbados whose
assessable income from
employment was in ex-
cess of $25 000; and indi-
viduals not resident in
Barbados who received
income arising in this
country. She added that
pensioners 60 years of
age or over whose assess-
able income (inclusive of
pension) was in excess 
of $40 000, are also in-
cluded.

“Failure to deliver a re-
turn of income by April
30, 2015, or to estimate
the tax payable, will
incur a penalty of $500
and  five per cent of the
tax assessed and unpaid,”
Ms. Lazare stressed. She
added that “a penalty 
of five per cent or $10,
whichever is greater, will
also be applied for failure
to pay the estimated tax”
by the stipulated date.

In addition, interest
will be payable on the
largest amount of any un-
paid tax and penalty at
the rate of one per cent
for each month during
which any amount of 
tax and penalty remain
unpaid.

Ms. Lazare said indi-
viduals in receipt of busi-

ness or rental income
must pay the balance of
the unpaid tax no later
than Thursday, April 30,
2015. “Every individual
in receipt of business in-
come and other income
not received from that
business and whose other
income is 75 per cent or
more of his total assess-
able income, is required
to pay half the tax by the
stipulated deadline,” she
stated.

She acknowledged that
“manual filing of returns
and other documents is
an available method for
the 2014 year of income”,
but stressed that “elec-
tronic filing of the forms
is the preferred option for
submission of the infor-
mation”.

THE donations of in-
terested persons and
companies go a long
way in assisting with
reducing costs in the
Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU) of
the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital.

Head of the
Department of
Paediatrics, Dr. Clyde
Cave, made this disclo-
sure on Tuesday while
speaking to the media
following a presentation
of an incubator to that
department by Shell
Western Supply and
Trading. This is the sec-
ond occasion that the
company has made a
donation to this depart-
ment.

While stating that
the birth rate has been
low within the last few
weeks so resources in the
department haven’t been
stretched, Dr. Cave said
that there are “times
when all our equipment
is in use and it is an ex-
pensive proposition to
look after babies”. He
further said that for each
sick or premature baby,
it could cost an estimate
of “about quarter million
Barbados dollars for all
the equipment that we
have to have on hand 
to look after a single
baby…”

“So for a baby who has

been in hospital for
about four weeks, we are
probably looking at a
running cost of $40 000
to $50 000 (Barbados)
and equipment availabil-
ity at a cost $250 000. So
while it is the expecta-
tion of every child born
in Barbados to have very
high levels of specialist
care, this does come with
a price and it really is
difficult to always meet
the obligation that we
have on our own, which
is why we depend on do-
nations from interested
people and companies
like Shell.”

In attendance at the
day’s presentation were
nurses and staff of the
Unit. Trade Operator
with Shell  Western
Supply and Trading,
Kerry Cummins, was
also on hand.

He commended the
nurses and doctors for
the job they do in taking
care of the sick and pre-
mature babies within
the Unit. He also said
the company sees itself
as firm partners with
that section of the hos-
pital and “we would 
like to keep asking 
and keep finding out
where there is a need
and see if we can work
on ways to provide for
those needs”.

(MG)

THE Hilary School
Term will end next
week.

Public schools will
close for students on
Wednesday, April 1,
and for teachers on
Thursday, April 2.

Schools will break for
a little over two weeks
for the Easter holidays.

The third term,
known also as the
Trinity School Term,
resumes on Monday,
April 20, for teachers
and Tuesday, April 21,
for students.

Taxpayers can now file 2014 Income Tax returns

NICU
receives new
incubator

School
term ends
next week 

Nursing Officer, Debbie Gaskin (backing), about to explain the function of the different sections of the 
incubator while Head of the Department of Paediatrics, Dr. Clyde Cave (left); Professor, Dr. Anne St. John
(second from right); Trade Operator with Shell Western Supply and Trading, Kerry Cummins; and the nursing
staff of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital look on.

Trade Operator with Shell Western Supply and Trading, Kerry Cummins, making a donation on behalf of the
company to Head of the Department of Paediatrics, Dr. Clyde Cave.

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=https://etax.ird.gov.bb
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By Ashlee Cox

BARBADIANS are
being encouraged to be-
come more aware about
the procedures for
evacuation, not only in
the event of a tsunami,
but also fire or even
chemical spills in the
area.

As noted by Danielle
Skeete, Programme
Officer, Department of
Emergency Management
as she spoke to the
Barbados Advocate re-
cently, during the Carib
Wave Exercise ,which this
year for the first time was
held at a Secondary school,
the Alleyne School, this
kind of exercise was impor-
tant as it tested on pre-
pared the Island was in the
event of certain natural
disasters.

“The month of March
has been designated by our
department as Tsunami
and Earthquake Smart
Awareness month.This ex-
ercise kind of climaxes it
for us this month.This is a
Carib Wave exercise and it
is a regional exercise, we
are joining with approxi-
mately 34 other countries
across the Region in hav-
ing exercises,” she noted.

Continuing, she further
explained,“The exercise is
going to be based on a
tsunami scenario, a

tsunami that has been
generated off the coast of
Panama and Today, what
Barbados has decided to
do, is that we will do an
evacuation of a coastal
school and see how that
works. So we are going to
test our communication,
how well the information
has filtered down from our

warning focal point,which
is the Met office, to our de-
partment to the other
agencies, such as Ministry
of Education etc, so we see
how the information get to
those areas that it needs
to get to and in what time”.

This exercise is an an-
nual one to test how pre-
pared the countries in the

region are in the event of a
tsunami, and as noted by
Skeete, over the last three
years since Barbados has
been engaging in the drill,
there have actually been a
heightened awareness
among the public.

Stating that she would
suggest that the public
continued to educate

themselves on processes,
including reading the lit-
erature and researching
information and preparing
their emergency kits, she
also reiterated the impor-
tance of having such drills.

“We also want to reiter-
ate the importance of hav-
ing exercises like this drill

because ,of course practice
will make near-perfect...
Your assembly point may
be different, but basically
there are certain proce-
dures that need to be fol-
lowed, so you have to see it
holistically as something
that will assist you in other
areas as well” she stated.

Alleyne School chosen for Carib Wave Drill
Here, you can see how high the students and staff are, away from the hypothetical flood.

Danielle Skeete , Programme Officer, Department
of Emergency Management.

The students of the Alleyne Secondary proceed to the School’s Assembly point.
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“We can’t take our
eyes off HIV.”

That message was is-
sued on Tuesday morning
by Independent Senator
Carol Lady Haynes, while
contributing to the debate
on the Appropriation Bill
2015, as the Senate en-
tered day two of the de-
bate.

In her maiden address,
Lady Haynes, a trained
doctor who worked in
HIV/AIDS administration
in both the private and
public sectors for many
years, noted that while
this region will be the first
globally to eliminate
mother to child transmis-
sion of the virus, and
Barbados can boast that
no HIV positive babies
being born to HIV positive
mothers within the last
five years; the virus which
causes AIDS, has the sec-
ond highest prevalence
rate in this region, second
only to Sub-Saharan
Africa, and so we cannot
assume that it is under

control and turn our at-
tention elsewhere.

With that in mind, she
explained that to in order
to sustain these achieve-
ments, this country has to
be able to maintain the
supply of drugs for HIV;
and in a resource con-
strained country, she
added that efforts must be
made to invest heavily in
prevention programmes
which involve a cross sec-
tion of our community, in-
cluding the faith based or-
ganisation, the unions, the
non-governmental organ-
isations, the media and
people living with HIV.
Lady Haynes contended
that we have moved be-
yond the use of documen-
taries as a means of edu-
cating persons about the
virus, and now have to se-
riously embrace messen-
gers, which those who are
at higher risks for the dis-
ease will listen.

“And these groups
Madam President are as
varied as sex workers, gay
men, bisexual men and of

course our youth... I make
a plea, we need to be, we
have be a mature enough
society to understand that
we have to be outside of
the box in crafting these
messages, and probably
outside of the comfort
zone of many, if we are to
reach these various popu-
lations, all of whom are
still at risk,” she main-
tained.

The Independent
Senator added, “So we
therefore must be using
non-traditional messen-
gers – our athletes, our
dee-jays, our artistes as
well as representatives of
those various groups.”

Referring to then to
Global AIDS Response
Country Progress Report
2014 for Barbados, Lady
Haynes indicated that in
the 15 to 29 age group,
early sexual initiation,
multiple sexual partners
and inconsistent condom
use are still very high. She
said that according to the
report 19 percent of the
youth reported engaging

in sex before their 15th
birthday. She said that
these statistics have to be
considered if this country
is going to keep on top of
its HIV programme.

While lauding the
Ministry of Health for con-
tinuing to provide techni-
cal support for HIV test-
ing, but she pointed out
the HIV prevalence is
higher among men than
among women, which
brings to the fore issues
that we cannot afford to
ignore.

“It goes straight and di-
rectly to our homophobia,
because if we continue to
stigmatise groups of peo-
ple in our community, and
especially MSMs, men
sleeping with men, gay
men, we continue to drive
those men who need
health care, we drive them
underground... And those
very same men are very
often in relationships out-
side of that, so that we will
continue to have the
spread of HIV,” she said.
(JRT)

MORE than just a show
is how organisers of
the upcoming
Caribbean Praisefest
have described the
event.

Speaking during a press
conference held recently
at the Garfield Sobers
Sporting Complex,
Orlando Newton,
Executive Producer of
Nouville Vie told the
media that the March
28th event is not only a
celebration of  regional
gospel music but there is
also a charity component
to the show. He explained
that proceeds from last
year’s Break Every Chain
Concert, which was pro-
duced by Nouville Vie,
were donated to charity
and this year, through
Caribbean Praisefest they
are hoping to do a similar
thing.

“We came up with this
project that would allow
us to give back in a posi-
tive way. This event last
year raised over $15 000
to give back to a project
which we are very proud
to be associated with
which is the residential
care community reinte-
gration programme fos-
tered by the Barbados
Child Care Board. Last
year, we were able to give
them over $10 000 to-

wards that programme...
to allow them to reinte-
grate young people back
into society. These are the
young ones who are
presently homed at the
Sterling Children’s
Home.”

One of the sponsors of
the upcoming event,
Executive Consultant and
Interim Chief Executive
Officer of the National

Sports Council and the
Gymnasium Limited,
Jerry Blenman stated that
company is pleased to be a
proud sponsor and to part-
ner with the organisers of
Caribbean Praisefest.

“We consider this to be
among the very important
events on the calendar
both for Barbados and

Gymnasium Limited.
When we had our initial
discussions with Nouvelle
Vie and they highlighted
that amongst providing a
quality entertainment
event, they would have
been donations toward a
charity and in particular
in this case Sterling
Children’s Home, we were

quite pleased to come on
board with them.”

Caribbean Praisefest
will take place on March
28th at the Garfield
Sobers Sporting Complex
from 7:30pm. Among the
locals acts who will be per-
forming are gospel
singers, De Warrior,
Neesha Woodz and the

Coleridge and Parry
School Choir as well as
New Dimensions Dancers.
There will also be per-
formances by special
guests, Shine the Light
from St. Croix, Kevin
Downswell from Jamaica
and Fenton Harry from St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines. (MG)

A NEW Hospital is not
what Barbados needs,
says Senator Professor Sir
Henry Fraser.

“Our need at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH)
is for money, manage-
ment, morale, and sup-
plies – to give our citizens
the best care,” he stressed.

The Independent
Senator comments came
in the Upper House yes-
terday, as he recalled the
recent announcement by
Minister of Health, John
Boyce to put plans for the
new hospital on hold.

Professor Sir Henry
said that the 50 year old
QEH which was designed
by Captain Tommy
Tomlin to last 100 years is
in need of refurbishment,
and a new state –of –the
art block.

He said that the fund-
ing of health care needs
urgent dialogue. The re-
tired medical practitioner
also indicated that the
Barbados Association of

Medical Practitioners
(BAMP) and other health-
care association have been
begging for said dialogue.

“They have said that
shortages are now at an
unprecedented level,” he
pointed out.

“If we can’t find the
needed $50 million for
those things to make our
hospital run efficiently,
than how can we find the
billion dollars for a new
hospital that is really sim-
ply not needed.”

“It really is time after
several years of the
dilemma at the hospital
that we discuss it in de-
tail, and in-depth... The
excellent common sense
approach of professions -
the inputs of BAMP and
other healthcare associa-
tions and of individual
doctors at several levels,
are all calling for dialogue
because health and lives
are being compromise on
a daily basis,” the Senator
said. (TL)

Hospital needs
financing

Barbados advised to keep focus
on HIV

Caribbean Praisefest more than a show

(left to right) Gospel singer, Leroy “De Warrior” Brathwaite, Sherwin Cumberbatch, Project Resource Marketing for Caribbean Praisefest
and Executive Producer of Nouville Vie, Orlando Newton.



THE media in any country are responsible for
shaping public opinion, and as such must
hold themselves to a higher standard and re-
main within their professional boundaries.
Unfortunately, though, not all practitioners
follow this mantra. In another section of the
press, a journalist involved in a search party
for a missing man sought not to focus on the
search itself, but to focus on his experience as
an overweight person traversing the chal-
lenging terrain.

As interesting as the writer thought the
story to be, it raises the question as to
whether or not it was newsworthy, or simply
a piece that distracted and strayed from the
true spirit of the search.

So how do we determine when we have
crossed the boundary in our editorial expres-
sion and what determines that? 

The rise of social media has moulded the
way we think. This has resulted in us now liv-
ing in a borderless, digital world where due
to the advent of the Internet and social
media, the standards of reporting have
changed. Individuals have been given carte
blanche to comment on every sphere of their
lives via applications such as Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. The resultant effect
is that social media is reshaping how we re-
ceive and disseminate the news. For instance,
with the recent riots in Fergusson, Missouri,
we were kept abreast by journalists reporting
in real time on location. We not only heard,
saw and read first-hand what was unfolding,
but we also were personally connected to the
journalists’ emotions and how they felt on 
location.

This style of reporting may be acceptable in
some news forums, but not all. There are
cases where it is not acceptable for journal-
ists to report on each sphere of their lives
while covering a story, for when this occurs it
results in a hybrid not befitting the forum of
traditional media, but a more blog-style of
writing being adopted. Rather than place the
focus on the story, it is now overshadowed by
the journalist’s personal opinions and expe-
riences.

According to one research centre, a high 
percentage of journalists agreed that they 
expressed themselves differently on social
media, sharing their opinion more openly 
despite the fact that they should be seen as
objective and reporters of facts relating to
events of public importance. Media practi-
tioners therefore need to determine whether
a story is newsworthy or blog worthy. Failure
to do that can result in stories of poor taste
that lose the impartial element because they
have been printed in the wrong forum.

Due primarily to the impact social 
media has had on traditional journalism, we
must therefore remain cognisant of and
bound by the rules of traditional journalism
in order to safeguard our professional in-
tegrity as we report news accurately and
without bias. Let us never forget that mem-
bers of the media have a responsibility and
duty to the public to ensure that the voiceless
are not only given a voice, but are also pro-
tected and not exploited for the sake of gra-
tuitous writing. We need to set and adhere to
our integrity, worth and standards as
guardians of this great craft.

Editorial

Raise media
standards

The Hague –The world’s
chemical watchdog yester-
day said it is monitoring
“with serious concern” re-
ports alleging that
Damascus unleashed a
chlorine gas attack in
northwestern Syria earlier
this month.

“We have been monitor-
ing the recent reports sug-
gesting that toxic chemi-
cals may have been used
as weapons in the Idlib
province in Syria,”
Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons chief Ahmet
Uzumcu said.

“The matter is of serious
concern,” Uzumcu said in a
statement, issued at the

OPCW’s Hague-based
headquarters.

A monitoring group and
opposition activists said
six people, including three
young children, were killed
in the alleged regime gas
attack in the village of
Sarmin, in Idlib province
10 days ago.

The attack prompted
outrage from rights group
Amnesty International,
which said it was further
evidence of regime “war
crimes”.

Activists have accused
the Syrian regime of using
chlorine – a toxic agent
that can be considered a
chemical weapon – on civil-
ian areas in the past.

A report by the OPCW
in January concluded
“with a high degree of con-
fidence” that chlorine gas
had been used in attacks
on three villages in Syria
last year.

At least 13 people died
in the attacks that were
carried out from April to
August, according to the
report.

Uzumcu said Wednesday
the OPCW would continue
a current fact-finding mis-
sion into the use of “toxic
chemicals for hostile pur-
poses” in Syria.

After an August 2013
sarin attack outside
Damascus that much of
the international commu-

nity blamed on President
Bashar al-Assad’s govern-
ment, the regime agreed to
turn over its chemical ar-
senal.

But Syria did not have
to declare its stockpile of
chlorine – a toxic agent
that can be considered a
chemical weapon – as part
of a disarmament deal
agreed in 2013 because it
is widely used for commer-
cial and domestic pur-
poses.

The Assad regime and
the rebels have accused
each other of using chemi-
cal agents, including chlo-
rine, in the nearly four-
year war that has killed
more than 210 000 people.

‘Serious concern’ on 
Syria gas attack reports

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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Washington – US
President Barack Obama
insisted Tuesday that his
disagreement with Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu represents a
substantial policy differ-
ence and not a personal
vendetta.

As the Israeli premier
works to build a new coali-
tion government at home,
he faces one of the worst
confrontations in his
stormy relationship with
the White House.

He has tried to play down
declarations he made dur-
ing his recent victorious
election campaign in which
he ruled out the creation of
a Palestinian state and
stigmatised Arab voters.

But Obama has not let
him off the hook and, after
White House leaks accused
Israel of spying on US-Iran
nuclear talks, he insisted
the allies have more tough
talking ahead.

“The issue is a very clear,
substantive challenge,”
Obama told reporters at a
joint White House news
conference with
Afghanistan’s President
Ashraf Ghani.

“We believe that two
states is the best path for-
ward for Israel’s security,
for Palestinian aspirations
and for regional stability.

“That’s our view and that

continues to be our view.
And Prime Minister
Netanyahu has a different
approach.”

Obama denied it was a
matter of personal animos-
ity between himself and
Netanyahu, describing
their notoriously cold rela-
tions as “business like.”

But he said the United
States still backs the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state
alongside Israel, and that
he would take the issue up
with Netanyahu’s govern-
ment once it is formed.

“This is a matter of figur-
ing out how we get through
a knotty policy difference
that has great conse-
quences for both countries
and the region,” he said.

Since Netanyahu’s party
won Israel’s March 17 elec-
tion, not a day has passed
without a US comment on
the implications of his
hardline rhetoric.

During campaigning he
said he would block a
Palestinian state and on
polling day raised the spec-
tre of an Israeli Arab rush
to the polls to drum up
right-wing votes.

Although Netanyahu has
since tried to back-track –
denying he reneged on the
idea of a two-state solution
and apologising for giving
offence – the damage has
been done.

In addition to Obama’s
stern reminder,US officials
have been feeding criticism
of Israel’s tactics to the
American media.

‘Unprecedented’ 
hostility
In the latest headline, The
Wall Street Journal re-
ported US officials accus-
ing Israel of spying on 
nuclear negotiations with
Iran with the aim of
thwarting an Obama for-
eign policy priority.

“It is one thing for the US
and Israel to spy on each
other. It is another thing for
Israel to steal US secrets
and play them back to US
legislators to undermine
US diplomacy,” a senior of-
ficial told the paper.

Current and former US
officials quoted in the re-
port said they believed
Israel had passed on the in-
formation to US lawmak-
ers in a bid to undermine
support for the emerging
deal.

In a sign of jitters in
Israel – used to unques-
tioned close ties to its sen-
ior ally – Israeli officials
rushed to deny the report,
which caused little fuss in
Washington, where Israeli
espionage is accepted as a
given.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman flatly

denounced the report as
“incorrect and inaccurate.”

And Intelligence
Minister Yuval Steinitz
said:“We categorically deny
these allegations. Israel
does not spy on the United
States, period.”

Jonathan Rynhold, an
expert on US-Israel rela-
tions at Bar Ilan Univer-
sity, called the level of mu-
tual animosity “unprece-
dented”.

“I don’t think we’ve ever
had as bad a relationship
between a president and a
prime minister, and of
course that has policy con-
sequences – will the US al-
ways use its veto for
Israel?,” he said.

Last week, the White
House said it may with-
draw crucial diplomatic
cover for Israel at the UN
Security Council as part of
a policy re-evaluation.

The United States has
traditionally used its veto
to block UN resolutions
seen as unfairly anti-
Israeli, such as those con-
demning its security tactics
on occupied Palestinian
land.

A withdrawal of US cover
could prove tricky for
Israel, especially if the
Palestinians resubmit once
again a resolution setting
an end date for the Israeli
occupation.

Obama says has ‘substantive’
dispute with Israeli PM

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=mailto:news@barbadosadvocate.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=http://www.barbadosadvocate.com
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THE Barbados Secondary
Teachers’ Union (BSTU) is
giving the public the assur-
ance that their decision not
to correct School Based
Assessments (SBAs) this
year will in no way 
jeopardise the success of
Barbadian students.

Addressing those attending a
meeting at Solidarity House on
Tuesday evening, President of
the BSTU, Mary Redman said
that the teachers have super-
vised and worked with the stu-
dents to produce their final
SBAs, but that is where their
work this year will stop.

“When those SBAs are handed
in, you will collect them, you will
make a list of all the persons
who handed in their SBAs, you
will keep a copy of that list and
you will hand in all of the SBAs
and that list to your heads of de-
partment to be passed on to the
principals of the schools. The
principals will do what they
have to do, as they normally do.
When they get samples they
send those samples to CXC for
moderation, don’t they? This
year, the sample will consist of
the full sample – that is all the

students – that’s the only differ-
ence and that has been done 
before,” she explained.

Redman further explained
that this is the position being
taken by the BSTU member-
ship, who are requesting com-
pensation for correcting SBAs.
As a result, she said it will be t
he Caribbean Examination
Council’s responsibility to make
arrangements for the correction
of those full samples.

“We are a respected and re-
sponsible union, comprised of
professionals, committed teach-
ers who work very hard on a
daily basis and who are demand-
ing that we be shown the respect
that we deserve,” she said.

The president added, “For
years we have demonstrated
good will and worked very hard
and long for CXC.We have done
this so successfully and CXC has
made so much money in profit
from us that they have become
recognised internationally as an
examining body, and they are
now selling their wares extra-
regionally, outside of the region.”

The teachers union is there-
fore calling on teachers across
the secondary school system to

be unified in this action, and not
to correct any SBAs this school
year.

“When we call you out you
have to demonstrate that you
are fighting with us and for
yourselves. You have to be able
to motivate one another. In this
you will have to go back to school

and tell the others do not correct,
if you have corrected, erase, do
not enter. It has to be a unified
action, if it is not unified we
would have failed, and if we fail
now you will never get compen-
sated, not in your lifetime. And
CXC is bringing on more and
more work,” she charged.

With that in mind, Redman
indicated that the BSTU will be
hosting a meeting this coming
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. at the
National Union of Public
Workers, and they are inviting
the public to come and hear di-
rectly from the teachers what
their concerns are. (JRT)

THE Barbados Secondary
Teachers’ Union (BSTU) wants
the regional exam body, the
Caribbean Examination
Council, to sit down with them
and agree to and work out the
compensation that should be
paid to teachers for correcting
School Based Assessments
(SBAs).

Following a meeting at
Solidarity House on Tuesday
evening with scores of teachers
from both the BSTU and its sis-
ter union, the Barbados Union
of Teachers (BUT), President of
the BSTU Mary Redman told
the media that the teachers re-
main steadfast in their decision
not to correct any SBAs this
year, and are prepared to take
the action further if the situa-
tion is not rectified by the start
of the next academic year.

During the near two-hour
meeting, the general mood
among teachers was that
“enough is enough” and they de-
serve to be paid, contending that
the SBAs are not part of their
normal duties.This is in spite of
the position taken by the
Ministry of Education in a circu-
lar reportedly disseminated to
secondary schools on Tuesday,
indicating that the correcting of

the SBA forms are part of their
duties and that all teachers are
expected to “grade and submit
the said grades as is the custom
and practice”.

“First and foremost, the SBA
is not part of our normal work-
load… any externally written
and moderated exam, the cor-
rection of that exam cannot
form part of your work, cannot
form part of your work. For ar-
gument’s sake, even if it did and
we had been doing it for free
and it became more excessive
as time went on, there comes a
point in time that you can say
enough is enough,” she main-

tained.
Redman added, “…The SBA

is part of an externally set
exam. It is like part one of a two
part exam – you pay people to
correct part two and you are not
compensating them for correct-
ing part one; and without part
one they cannot pass part two.
So we are doing the most im-
portant part of that exam for
free and we say enough is
enough. And we say to the
Ministry, an externally set and
moderated exam cannot there-
fore form part of our normal
work, or our duties as a teacher
and their position is one that

will have to change. It is as sim-
ple as that.”

The BSTU president’s com-
ments came as she noted that
the CXC has failed to follow the
best practice set by Oxford and
Cambridge as examining bod-
ies. She noted that these bodies
recognised that the SBAs, which
were the labs for their science
subjects, were part of their ex-
ternally set exams, and so 
compensated teachers for every
student and gave them compen-
sation for overseeing the labs as
well. Redman also reinforced
the argument for compensation,
noting that the preparation for

most of the SBAs cannot be
done during classroom time as it
involves too much work, and it
was unreasonable to ask the
teachers to do that extra work
and not be compensated.

Moreover, she said the situa-
tion is exacerbated by the fact
that the CXC is paying some
teachers – including those who
are teaching foreign languages,
home economics, information
technology and music for the
oral and practical components of
their exams, but have not ex-
tended this practice to all the
others.

(JRT)

‘Not in jeopardy’

Teachers
have had
enough

President of the BSTU, Mary Redman (centre) talks with General Secretary, Andrew Brathwaite 
before the start of Tuesday's meeting. Looking on is President of the BUT, Pedro Shepherd.

Scores of teachers turned up at Solidarity House for the BSTU meeting.



FOUR hundred young
men and women in
Barbados and the
Eastern Caribbean will
be equipped to partici-
pate in the global multi-
billion dollar mobile ap-
plication and animation
industries. The Carib-
bean Development
Bank, along with part-
ners, will fund training
under the Caribbean
Animation and
Technology Capacity
Building Programme
(Carib-AniTech).

CDB will jointly finance

the two-yearcapacitybuild-
ing programme which
builds on previous and on-
going work to promote the
growth and development of
the animation and mobile
applications software devel-
opment sectors in the re-
gion.This project will com-
plement work currently
being done on animation
and mobile applications
software development in
Jamaica by enhancing out-
reach to include Barbados,
Antigua and Barbuda,

Dominica, Grenada,
Montserrat, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines.

Carib-AniTech will build
on the success of the Digital
Jam; Girls Coding; and
KingsTOON interventions
in Jamaica, and will offer
young entrepreneurs the
opportunity to learn criti-
cal business skills, connect
with angel investors, and
benefit from a strategic net-
work. It will also provide

the animation industry
with the trained animators
it needs to qualify for inter-
national contracts.

CDB has allocated a
grant of USD500,000 to-
ward the programme,while
the Government of Jamaica
will provide JMD4.17mn,
the World Bank
USD400,000 and the pri-
vate sector, USD80,000.

This capacity building
programme is designed to
assist in improving the
competitiveness of

Barbados and member
states of the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) in the infor-
mation and communication
technology (ICT) sector by
leveraging existing support
services in Jamaica.Carib-
AniTech will provide oppor-
tunities for animators and
mobile applications soft-
ware developers to enhance
their skills through re-
gional and local capacity
building activities, in addi-
tion to facilitating in-
creased access to financing
instruments to assist in
growing their operations.

The programme will in-
clude: sensitization and
outreach to students of sec-
ondary, tertiary and tech-
nical & vocational schools;
capacity building for ani-
mation and mobile applica-
tions software development
by way of training work-
shops, a regional competi-
tion, opportunities to pitch
to investors and mentor-
ship;scholarships to attend
courses in Jamaica; and,
knowledge management fo-
cused on gathering data
that will help assess the
status and viability of ani-
mation and mobile app soft-
ware development sectors
across the Caribbean.

Once fully developed, it
is estimated that there is
room for 5000 Caribbean

young men and women to
join the chain of suppliers of
animation and mobile app
software services.The value
of the animation industry is
estimated to have reached
USD222.8Bn globally,with
animation-related deriva-
tives having exceeded $500
Bn.Together with the gam-
ing industry, this industry
is expected to grow at a
compound annual growth
rate of approximately 13%
in the near-medium term,
with some of the faster
growing Regions, such as
East Asia expected to grow
by over 19% annually.

The animation indus-
try’s most important mar-
ket is North America,
which represents the top
market both in terms of
consumption and in terms
of the number of animation
companies in operation,
with an estimated 42% of
the latter. It is further esti-
mated that 90% of the sub-
contracting work in the an-
imation field is accounted
for by Asia. However, with
demand for animation con-
tent booming in the Asian
market, a recent trend
emerging is one where a
number of animation
providers that would have
traditionally relied on out-
sourcing jobs now shift to
becoming providers of ani-
mation content, thus pro-
viding the space for new en-
trants.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 26th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.18330    2.22423              
Pound Sterling £ 2.96267    3.01821              
Canadian $ 1.58852 1.62175
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.17919      2.22423              
Pound Sterling £ 2.95710 3.01821              
Canadian $ 1.58552 1.62175              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.14768 2.23812
Pound Sterling £ 2.91434 3.03706              
Canadian $ 1.57654 1.62317              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01741
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31567

Youth in B’dos and the Eastern Caribbean to be trained 
– in animation, Mobile Application Software development



ON MARCH 10th Her
Majesty the Queen
launched the newest
cruise ship to join the P&O
Fleet – Britannia. At
12:09PM UK time Her
Majesty pressed the but-
ton that broke the bottle of
Champagne across the
bow of Britannia to offi-
cially christen and launch
the ship. This was a spe-
cial day for The Queen as
this ship is now the third
ship in the P&O fleet that
she has launched and is
the biggest ship ever to
sail under this British
iconic company.

There were marching

bands from the Queen’s
Royal Household Band
and many other acts that
performed to the enthusi-
astic crowd.

Just over 1000 guests
from across the UK and
the Cruise Industry at-
tended the official launch
celebrations in
Southampton, England.
Celebrities included
Strictly Come Dancing
stars, actors, comedians
and artists.The chairman
of Carnival Corporation,
Mickey Arison, P&O
Chairman David Dingle,

and Captains from across
the cruise industry.

Also attending the offi-
cial launch of Britannia
from Barbados was Claire
and Martin Ince – CEO of
Foster & Ince Cruise
Services.

Ince commented: “I feel
truly humbled that we are
here today witnessing his-
tory. Foster & Ince Cruise
Services and Barbados
have a very long associa-
tion with P&O Cruises
and are honoured that
Barbados will be the new
Homeport for Britannia in

November 2015. The en-
tire Cruise team in
Barbados has been
preparing for her arrival
for some time and to be
able to homeport the ship
and her 4,200 passengers
is a testament to our
Cruise Tourism Industry.
The Cruise season in
2015/16 will see the
Homeport business in-
crease again and
Barbados is cementing its
place in the Southern
Caribbean as the #1 home-
porting destination for
European vessels.”
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Martin Ince - CEO of Foster & Ince Cruise Services (right) and his wife Claire at the launch of P&O’s
newest cruise ship, Britannia on March 10, 2015 in Southampton, England.

Fair to partly cloudy with a few brief showers.

Yesterday: NIL mm
For the month: 69.2 mm
For the year: 179.9 mm

London: 04°C FAIR
Boston: 06°C PARTLY CLOUDY
Montreal: 06°C CLOUDY
Toronto: 03°C MIST
New York: 04°C OVERCAST
Miami: 28°C PARTLY CLOUDY 5:59 am 6:10 pm

High: 8:06 am
& 9:35 pm

Low: 1:37 am
& 3:06 pm

Max: 29.3 °C
Min: 23.2 °C

ELECTRONIC security
threats levels are on the
rise globally, and the
stakes are getting
higher.

Kaspersky Lab’s Global
IT Risks Report (2014) es-
timated that, after a data
breach,small and medium
sized business could spend
up to $22,000 on staffing,
training, and systems.
Larger enterprises could
potentially spend up to an
additional $59,000 on
staffing, $35,000 on train-
ing, and $75,000 on sys-
tems, the report said.

The Caribbean is far
from exempt. Computer
networks in both the pub-
lic and private sector are
increasingly under attack
by a variety of malicious
sources, and successful at-
tacks can cause physical
damage,economic loss and
other cascading effects
that could disrupt services,
communications or trade.

The engineering needed
to strengthen the region’s
digital defenses is not only
technical but social, says
Bill Woodcock, Executive
Director of Packet Clearing
House, a US-based non-
profit research organisa-
tion.Speaking on cyber se-
curity at the recently held
Grenada ICT Week, in St.
Georges, Woodcock said
the key is better informa-
tion-sharing.

“One of the best strate-
gies for governments and
businesses to strength-
ened security is to share
critical cyber security in-
formation,analyse vulner-
abilities, verify emerging
threats, and disseminate
mitigation strategies,” he
said.

Information-sharing be-
tween governments, the
private sector, law enforce-
ment and the global
Internet community is vi-
tally important in mitigat-
ing the vulnerability of
Caribbean critical Internet
infrastructure to cyberat-
tacks, he said.

Woodcock commended
the work of the Caribbean

Network Operators Group
(CaribNOG) and the
Caribbean Telecommuni-
cations Union in creating
greater awareness about
cyber security issues
across the region.

“Threat information
sharing has been a chal-
lenge for governments and
private sector for years,”
said Stephen Lee, CEO of
ArkiTechs Inc and a cyber-
security expert at
CaribNOG. “Information
in cyber security is contin-
uously evolving so even
short delays in sharing in-
formation can be harmful.”

The volunteer-based
CaribNOG group has
staged a series of work-
shops and public aware-
ness events to help organ-
izations and network ad-
ministrators across the re-
gion tackle the increasing
barrage of cyber threats
and attacks.

Countries, particularly
in resourced constrained
developing regions, are
only just beginning to un-
derstand the complex,
cross-border nature of the
challenge being faced, and
the damaging conse-
quences, Woodcock ex-
plained.

“As government net-
works, financial institu-
tions and even small busi-
ness come under attack,
the urgency to train per-
sonnel, strengthen com-
puter systems and update
antiquated laws and pol-
icy is becoming apparent.”

Going forward, trust will
play an important role in
information sharing, said
Woodcock.

“It requires trust on both
parts—on the government
to disclose information as
expediently and consis-
tently as possible, as well
as trust on private compa-
nies receiving information
to share some of their intel-
ligence with governments
and public-good security
agencies like CaribNOG,
so that solutions and safe-
guards can be imple-
mented more efficiently.”

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Jamaica has signed an
agreement allowing the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) country to ex-
port pepper and dasheen
to oil rich Trinidad and
Tobago.

Junior Agriculture
Minister Luther
Buchanan, said the agree-
ment was reached at the
CARICOM level for the ex-

port of the crops,describing
the accord as “a win-win”
for both countries.

He said the move is in
keeping with efforts by the
Government to increase
exports to CARICOM mar-
kets.

Buchanan said farmers
in St. Ann had produced
approximately 55,348
tonnes of domestic crops
last year despite being ad-

versely affected by one of
the worst droughts that
the country has ever expe-
rienced.

“St Ann, which is de-
scribed as the Garden
Parish… has over 18,000
registered farmers produc-
ing crops such as pimento,
yam, sweet potato, corn,
and a wide variety of veg-
etables as well as livestock
farmers who rear cattle,

goats and pigs… I com-
mend you for the signifi-
cant contribution you have
made to feeding our nation
and to food security,” he
said.

He noted that the agri-
cultural sector contributes
seven per cent to the na-
tion’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and pro-
vides employment for 18
per cent of the labour force.

Caribbean must
strengthen 
online security

CEO of Foster & Ince Cruise Services
and wife attend launch of Britannia

Jamaica to export peppers and
dasheen to Trinidad and Tobago

Barbados to be homeport for the ship
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Cuban companies 
removed from blacklist
WASHINGTON –The Obama administration has re-
moved dozens of Cuban companies from a US blacklist
of terror supporters and narcotics traffickers, another
step in the two countries’ process to improve relations.

The Treasury Department made the announcement
Tuesday. Several of the firms are connected to Cuba’s
tourism industry, including cruise lines and tour oper-
ators. Some are in Panama, though two are in the United
States. A number of vessels cleared from the list sail
with Cypriot flags.

Companies and individuals on the department’s “spe-
cially designated nationals” list are banned from doing
business in the United States.

Washington is still weighing the bigger question of re-
moving Cuba’s government from a separate terrorism
list. The Cubans are pressing for such action as the two
nations negotiate terms for re-establishing embassies in
each other’s capitals.

At least 37 killed on
Peru’s main highway
LIMA – At least 37 people were killed and more than 84
injured when three buses and a truck collided early
Monday on Peru’s main coastal highway.

Police chief Gen. Jorge Flores said the most seriously
injured were helicoptered to Lima from the scene in
Huarmey some 200 miles north of the capital.

Police say a bus owned by the company Murga
Serrano strayed into the oncoming lane and slammed
head-on into the first of the other two buses. The truck
then ploughed into the wreckage.

Survivors said it took emergency crews about 
three hours to reach the scene, according to local media.
The government sent five medical specialists to
Huarmey to help the small clinic there care for the 
injured.

It was Peru’s deadliest road accident since October
2013, when 51 people were killed near Cuzco when an
overloaded truck fell into a ravine.

St Kitts-Nevis bans
US poultry products
BASSETERRE – St Kitts-Nevis has become the second
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) to impose a ban on
the importation of poultry and poultry products from
several US states following reports of an outbreak of
Bird Flu.

Like Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda said the ban ap-
plies to poultry products from the US states of Kansas,
Arkansas, Missouri, Minnesota, California, Idaho,
Oregon and Washington and British Columbia in
Canada.

The list includes all poultry products, by-products
and eggs and the authorities here said that the ban is
intended to safeguard the poultry industry.

The ban is expected to remain in effect for three
months and officials here said that the restrictions are
necessary to minimise the introduction of the bird flu
virus into the twin-island federation, where more than
22 poultry farms would be at risk.

Antigua and Barbuda is also expected to follow the po-
sitions adopted by the two CARICOM countries.

‘Kartel juror’ pleads not guilty
KINGSTON – The prosecution on Tuesday called the
first witness in the case against the juror in the Vybz
Kartel murder trial, who is accused of trying to bribe his
colleagues.

The accused juror, Livingston Cain, is charged with six
counts of perverting the course of justice and one count
of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.

Cain pleaded not guilty to the charges before the pros-
ecution called its first witness, Dennis Brown, who was
a juror on the Kartel matter.

REGIONAL BRIEFS

SANTIAGO – Chile has
made “extraordinary
progress” in economic
growth and poverty re-
duction, but high rates
of inequality persist,
the UN special rappor-
teur on extreme
poverty and human
rights said Tuesday.

TheAndean country has
one of the strongest and
most stable economies in
Latin America, but it also
has the widest gap be-
tween rich and poor
among the 34 nations of
the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation
and Development.

Chile “continues to tol-
erate levels of poverty and
inequality which are very
high,” UN rapporteur
Philip Alston said in a
press conference in Chile’s
capital after meeting 
with President Michelle
Bachelet, government offi-
cials, lawmakers and peo-
ple living in poverty.

The world’s top copper
producer is seen as proba-
bly the best-managed
economy in Latin America
because of its strong
growth, prudent fiscal and
macroeconomic policies
and strong institutions.
But critics say policies
launched under the 1973-
1990 dictatorship of Gen.
Augusto Pinochet are still
blocking social reform and
fostering inequality.

Some of Chile’s contra-
dictions are in plain sight.
Slum dwellers living in
wooden shacks with zinc
roofs at Campamento
Juan Pablo II have a per-
fect view of elegant man-
sions, soaring skyscrapers
and luxury car dealer-
ships, just across a wide
avenue in Las Condes, one
of Santiago’s wealthiest
neighbourhoods.

Alston said that though
President Michelle
Bachelet’s efforts to re-
form taxes and overhaul

education are positive, fis-
cal reforms alone will not
be able enough to dramat-
ically reduce the vast gap
between rich and poor.

Schools in Chile were
free before Pinochet ended
central control and fund-
ing of primary and second-
ary schools. Public educa-
tion in poorer districts suf-
fered even as a voucher
system directed billions of
dollars in public funds to
privately run high schools.

Bachelet is partly fi-
nancing education re-
forms by increasing corpo-
rate taxes gradually by 5
percentage points to raise
some $8.2 billion. She says
she’s answering the call of
millions of students who
have staged protests since
2011 demanding deep
changes in an educational
system that fails them
with poor-quality public
schools and expensive pri-
vate universities.

Labour law reforms are

also needed to allow trade
unions to defend the
rights of workers effec-
tively, and women’s par-
ticipation in the workforce
needs to be improved.

The special rapporteur
also said that Chile’s
record on the rights of in-
digenous peoples remains
“the ‘Achilles Heel’ of its
human rights record in
the twenty-first century.”

The Mapuche indige-
nous people resisted the
Spanish conquest for 
300 years and their desire
for autonomy remains
strong. It wasn’t until the
late 19th century that
they were defeated mili-
tarily and forced into the
south- central Araucania
region. Most live in
poverty.

“Efforts to eliminate ex-
treme poverty in Chile
cannot succeed without a
concerted focus on the sit-
uation of indigenous peo-
ples,” Alston said.

UN: Chile making strides 
but inequality remains high

In this combo of two file photos taken in June 2012, shows high-rise offices in La Dehesa Costanera Centre,
one of Santiago, Chile’s most expensive commercial sectors in the city’s Providencia sector, and at right, a
man leaves his home in a horse drawn cart to begin his work day of recycling trash in an area where families
live in extreme poverty in Santiago’s Puente Alto sector. Chile has made ‘extraordinary progress’ in 
economic growth and poverty reduction, but high rates of inequality persist, the U.N. special rapporteur on
extreme poverty and human rights said this week.

LA PAZ – Bolivia plans to
increase its trade relations
with Central America and
the Caribbean in the
framework of the agree-
ments of the Latin
American Integration
Association (Aladi).

“We are developing con-

tacts with countries in the
region considering it is an
interesting market,” said
Clarems Endara, Bolivia’s
Vice Minister of Foreign
Trade and Integration of
the State,at a recent press
conference. “We are
headed to sign agree-

ments through Aladi.”
According to Cuban

news agency, Prenas
Latina, Endara said in
order to take advantage of
the 6 000 tariff lines the
country has opened,
Bolivia should export a
number of products from

sectors, such as agricul-
ture and mining, without
excluding other areas.

“We need to focus on
what products we can give
a higher added value and
place them in markets
which are obviously very
specific.”

Bolivia plans to expand trade with Caribbean
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KINGSTON, Jamaica
–Leader of the
Opposition Andrew
Holness lost his
Senate Appeal.

The Court of Appeal
today delivered its deci-
sion in the appeal
brought by Opposition
Leader Andrew Holness,
who challenged a ruling
in the Constitutional
Court regarding the con-
troversial dismissal of
Arthur Williams from the
Senate.

President of the 
Court of Appeal Justice
Seymour Panton heard
the appeal with other jus-
tices Mahadev Dukharan
and Patrick Brooks.

Holness appealed the
February decision in the

Supreme Court, which
ruled that it was 
unlawful and unconstitu-
tional for him to use
an undated, pre-signed
letter to dismiss Williams
from the Senate in
November 
2013.

Responding to ques-
tions during the appeal
from Justice Brooks
Carlene Larmond, the di-
rector of litigation in the
Attorney General’s

Chambers, had said
that Williams and Dr
Christopher Tufton – the
other senator ousted by
Holness – would not be
able to occupy seats in 
the Senate if Holness is
successful on the point
that the Supreme Court

had no jurisdiction to
hear the matter because
the case was brought
using the wrong proce-
dure and the time had al-
ready passed for
Williams to bring the
challenge by way of peti-
tion.

Asked by Justice
Panton the implication if
the appeal is unsuccess-
ful and the court makes
“no observations” as to
the consequence of such
a ruling, Larmond said
there would be scope for
the Supreme Court to de-
termine if the seat should
be held by Ruel Reid and
Nigel Clarke, who were
appointed following the
dismissal of Williams and
Tufton.

Jamaica opposition leader
loses Senate appeal

Opposition Leader Andrew Holness.

OPPOSITION Leader Dr
Keith Rowley has apolo-
gised for the “dog and
cyat” statement he made
last week which has been
seen by many as a sexist
attack on women and
Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar.

Speaking during a
PNM cottage meeting at
the Mt D’or Community
Centre in St Joseph,
Rowley noted that if he
had resorted to his
“Tobago genealogy” in “in-
voking the concept of ‘tit
for tat’ and it had offended
any person in this coun-
try, “I’m in the service of
the people of this 
country and I’m not in the
business of offending any-

one. So therefore I have
regrets on that.That was-
n’t my intention of offend-
ing anyone.”

During a political meet-
ing in Brazil last week,
Rowley said: “She could
jump high, she could jump
low. She could drink this,
she could drink that, she
could bark at my dog be-
cause I will ignore she
kyat.”

Rowley had come under
fire for the comment, with
several women’s groups
calling for an apology.
However, he had refused
to do so until last night,
when he addressed the
matter first up in his fea-
ture address.

Earlier on during a

walkabout in the commu-
nity, Rowley said he was
not perturbed about the
motion of no confidence
debate against him filed
by Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar.

Asked if he was pre-
pared for yesterday’s 
motion, he said, “I am not
surprised that it has come
from where it came from.
I would be the most
disappointed person
if the Prime Minister had
confidence in me. She cer-
tainly has no confidence
in me…I am not sur-
prised.”

While not all members
of the Opposition bench
are from the PNM,
Rowley confidently stated

that all his members
would be supporting him.

“I have confidence that
I have the full support 
of the PNM. I am the
Opposition Leader until
something else turns up.

“What can I say?
Everybody is interested in
the PNM’s business, and
we are flattered by that
because we are a 60-year-
old party. And we lead in
terms of political arrange-
ments, so everybody is in-
terested in what the PNM
does.”

Addressing the looming
“Marlene-gate” which the
PM said she would expose
during the UNC’s Monday
Night Forum, Rowley said
the PM and the Cabinet

have many ‘Gates’ of their
own.

Persad-Bissessar made
the reference to Port-of-
Spain MP Marlene
McDonald as she showed
supporters a massive red
file during the Debe meet-
ing.

Addressing this yester-
day, Rowley said, “It has
so many gates: there are
more gates than fences.
She has Prison-gate, E-
mailgate, Kamla-gate.
Balisier House has one
gate. If she is looking for
gates then she should look
at our gates and see what
real gates look like,” he
said, adding the Prime
Minister is just “delaying
the obvious”.

Rowley apologises for sexist comment

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Prime Minister Portia
Simpson Miller admitted
yesterday that the sup-
port of the United States’
Congressional Black
Caucus convinced the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to sign an
agreement with Jamaica
in May, 2013.

“I express the appreci-
ation of the Government
and people of Jamaica to
the members of the US
Congressional Black
Caucus, who spoke up
on behalf of Jamaica,”
Simpson Miller told the
House of Represen-
tatives as she made 
her contribution to 
the 2015/16 Budget
Debate.

“Fortunately, thanks to
our enlightened policy of
engagement, which we
on this side of the hon-
ourable House have been
pursuing since the 1970s,
we still had ‘friends in
court’ in Washington.
Upon learning of the
challenges we were fac-
ing, representatives of
the Congressional Black
Caucus, immediately
began to lobby the IMF
on Jamaica’s behalf.

“As a result of that
work, as confirmed by
the Managing Director of
the IMF, Madame
Lagarde herself, when
she visited Jamaica last
December: ‘I remember
the 24th of December
2012, the day before
Christmas… We had
been told how difficult
the situation is… and I
was in close contact with
Minister Phillips, but lit-
tle did I know that there
would be international
pressure coming from
the Hill’.

“I express the appreci-
ation of the Government
and people of Jamaica to
the members of the US
Congressional Black
Caucus, who spoke-up on
behalf of Jamaica. There
can be no doubt that hav-
ing signed off on the
Economic Reform
Programme, which is a
central tenet of Jamaica’s
agreement with the IMF,
that Jamaica is in a 
better position today
than it was three years
ago”.

PM: US 
Black Caucus
helped
Jamaica
obtain IMF
agreement 

CASTRIES, St Lucia –
The St Lucia government
has denied that its citizens
are among Caribbean peo-
ple fighting in support of
the militant group Islamic
State (IS), and instead
pointed fingers at Jamaica
and Trinidad and Tobago.

“St Lucia’s image has in
no way been compromised
because no St Lucian is in-
volved,” Foreign Affairs
Minister Alva Baptiste
told reporters more than a

week after a top United
States military general
said the militant group
could infiltrate the US
through the Caribbean
and South America.

Marine General John F
Kelly, chief of the Miami-
based US Southern
Command, known as
SOUTHCOM, told the US
Senate Armed Services
Committee that about 100
people have joined the mil-
itant group from the re-

gion.
Kelly said that while the

number of fighters coming
from the region is rela-
tively small, Caribbean
and other countries don’t
have the capability to
monitor those returning.

In addition to Jamaica
and Trinidad and Tobago
in the Caribbean, he 
noted that foreign fighters
have gone to Syria and
Suriname and Venezuela
in South America.

St Lucia government 
says Caribbean IS 
fighters not from there

St Lucia Foreign Affairs Minister Alva Baptiste.
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FRENCH investigators
say usable data has
been extracted from
the cockpit voice
recorder of
Germanwings 4U 9525
but it has so far
yielded no clues as to
the cause of the plane’s
crash.

They said the plane hit
the ground in the French
Alps at great velocity, sug-
gesting no explosion in
flight.

Flight 4U 9525 from
Barcelona to Duesseldorf
crashed after an eight-
minute rapid descent on
Tuesday.

The French, German
and Spanish leaders vis-
ited the crash site on
Wednesday.

Remi Jouty, the direc-
tor of the French aviation
investigative agency, said
there were sounds and
voices on the cockpit voice
recorder but that it was
too early to draw any con-
clusions.

He said he hoped inves-
tigators would have the
“first rough ideas in a
matter of days” but that

the full analysis could
take weeks or even
months.

There had been earlier
reports that the second
black box - the flight data
recorder - had been found.
But Mr Jouty said this
was not the case.

‘Flying to the end’
Mr Jouty said the

plane’s last communica-
tion was a routine one
with air traffic control.

The plane confirmed in-
structions to continue on
its planned flight path
but then began its de-
scent a minute later.

The critical question
now is, were the pilots
speaking during those
lost eight minutes when
the aircraft dropped from
38 000ft to the ground?

If they’re quiet, investi-
gators will know they
were unconscious, and
that suggests a major de-
compression took place on
board.That’s when a hole
in the fuselage lets all the
air out. It’s not necessar-
ily fatal, if the pilots can
get their oxygen masks on
in time, something they

train for, but if they were
knocked out, it would ex-
plain the lack of a mayday
call or any obvious at-
tempt to steer the
stricken aircraft to the
nearest runway.

Mr Jouty said con-
trollers observed the
plane beginning to de-
scend and tried to get
back in contact with the
pilots but without suc-
cess.

He ruled out an explo-
sion, saying: “The plane
was flying right to the
end.”

Mr Jouty said: “At this
stage, clearly, we are not
in a position to have the
slightest explanation or
interpretation of the rea-
sons that could have led
this plane to descend... or
the reasons why it did not
respond to attempts to
contact it by air traffic
controllers.”

Meanwhile, the BBC’s
Lucy Williamson in
Seyne-les-Alpes says
there are now reports
that bodies are being re-
covered and airlifted from
the site.

US President Barack
Obama says prospects for
a two-state solution in
the Middle East are “dim”
after the Israeli prime
minister vowed to oppose
a Palestinian state.

Mr Netanyahu’s state-
ments angered the White
House, even though he
has since tried to soften
his remark.

Tensions between the
US and Israel have been
growing as the leaders
have wrangled over a
number of issues.

But Mr Obama de-
scribed his relationship
with Mr Netanyahu as
“businesslike.”

“I’ve met with him
more than any other
world leader,” the presi-
dent said claiming their
personal relationship was
not a major factor in the
dispute. “He is represent-
ing his country’s interests
the way he thinks he
needs to, and I’m doing
the same.”

“So the issue is not a
matter of relations be-
tween leaders; the issue
is a very clear, substan-

tive challenge,” he said.
“This can’t be reduced to
a matter of somehow let’s
all hold hands and sing
‘Kumbaya’.”

Earlier on Tuesday,
Israeli officials denied re-
ports that Israel was spy-
ing on the US-led talks.

Mr Netanyahu has
taken issue with the
United States’ role in the
nuclear negotiations,
which he claims would
create security risks for
Israel.

At the same time, Mr
Obama has denounced
his counterpart’s pre-
election statements re-
jecting creation of a
Palestinian state.

Responding to re-
porters’ questions on
Tuesday during a news
conference originally in-
tended to brief the press
on the situation in
Afghanistan, President
Obama refused to com-
ment on the spy claims
first reported in the Wall
Street Journal.

He did, however, offer
assurances that Israel
and other regional part-

ners have been briefed on
the negotiation’s
progress.

Mr Obama also took to
time to say that Mr
Netanyahu’s attempts to
qualify his pre-election
statements were not ef-
fective in advancing a
two-state solution.

“I think it’s hard to en-
vision how that happens
based on the prime min-
ister’s statements,” he
said.

“I’ve said before and I’ll
simply repeat: Prime
Minister Netanyahu, in
the election run-up,
stated that a Palestinian
state would not occur
while he was prime min-
ister. And I took him at
his word that that’s what
he meant,” the president
said.

In a US TV interview,
Mr Netanyahu said he
wanted a two-state solu-
tion, but said “circum-
stances have to change".

Mr Obama acknowl-
edged that Mr
Netanyahu did not say a
Palestinian state would
“never” be created.

A MEMORIAL in central
Moscow to the murdered
Russian opposition leader
Boris Nemtsov has been
vandalised.

Slogans and insults were
scrawled on photographs
of the politician and a
street sign saying
“Nemtsov Bridge” was de-
faced.

An obscure nationalist
group, which is sympa-
thetic to pro-Russian
rebels in Ukraine, said it
was responsible.

Mr Nemtsov was shot on
27 February while walking
with his girlfriend on the
bridge, near the Kremlin.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin has con-
demned the murder and
vowed to find the killers.

‘Scumbags’
Pictures emerged on so-

cial media, apparently
taken by the vandals
themselves, showing peo-
ple desecrating tributes
marking the spot where

Mr Nemtsov was attacked.
A pro-Kremlin organisa-

tion called South-East
Ukrainian Civil
Movement (SERB) later
claimed responsibility, say-
ing its actions were a re-
sponse to calls to rename
Moscow’s Bolshoy
Moskvoretskiy bridge in
Mr Nemtsov’s honour, ac-
cording to Russian news
website Lenta.ru.

Photos of Mr Nemtsov
and tributes to him were
vandalised - one sticker
says “traitor to Russia’s in-
terests”

Allies of Mr Nemtsov, a
former deputy prime min-
ister and veteran liberal
politician, condemned the
damage.

“Some cowardly scum-
bags have trashed
Nemtsov’s memorial,” Ilya
Yashin, co-founder of his
political party, wrote on
Twitter.

Mr Nemtsov’s support-
ers have said the killing

was linked to his criticism
of the Kremlin.

He was killed days be-
fore a march he had been
organising against the con-
flict in Ukraine.

Mr Yashin told the BBC
earlier this month that a
report Mr Nemtsov had
been compiling on Russia’s

role in the crisis would be
released in April.

Officials have not re-
vealed a motive for the
murder.

Several men from the
Caucasus region have
been arrested for the mur-
der,prompting suggestions
of an Islamist link to the

attack. One of those
charged has said he was
forced into a confession.

Ukraine’s military has
been battling pro-Russian
separatist rebels in the
country’s east since April
2014.

The Ukrainian govern-
ment,Western leaders and

Nato say there is clear ev-
idence that Russia is help-
ing the rebels with heavy
weapons and soldiers.

Independent experts
echo that accusation.
Moscow denies it, insisting
that any Russians serving
with the rebels are “volun-
teers".

Nemtsov memorial on Moscow bridge
vandalised

Germanwings plane
crash: Black box 
‘has usable data’

Obama says prospects
for Israeli-Palestinian
peace are ‘dim’

An activist defaces a sign saying ‘Nemtsov Bridge’ at a memorial site in central Moscow.
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NIGERIA’S government
has denied that militant
Islamist group Boko
Haram abducted 500 chil-
dren from the north-east-
ern town of Damasak.

A former resident said
on Tuesday that the mili-
tants had taken away
about 500 boys when they
fled the town earlier this
month.

Government
spokesman Mike Omeri
said the number was
lower, but he could not say
exactly how many had
been seized.

Regional forces recap-
tured Damasak, a trading
town, earlier in March.

Mr Omeri said that the
militants released some
women and children when
they fled the town, but not
those “they had married
in the period of occupa-
tion".

The militants were
using them as “protection”
and the government had
ordered “full military in-
tervention” to secure their
release, he said.

Damasak is in Borno
state near Niger’s border
and is about 200km (120
miles) from the state’s
main city of Maiduguri.

Boko Haram’s leaders
said kidnapped women
had been “married” to mil-
itants

Damasak businessman
Malam Ali, whose brother
is among those missing,
told the BBC Hausa
Service on Tuesday that
young boys had been put
in a madrassa, or Islamic
school, by Boko Haram
when they took over the
town at the end of last
year.

Following the recapture
of the town, those boys,
numbering about 500, had
not been accounted for, he
said, while Reuters news
agency quoted residents
as saying more than 400
women and children had
been abducted.

Chibok girls
As towns have changed

hands it has been impossi-
ble to work out how many
people have been killed
and how many are miss-
ing, he adds.

Last week, the decom-
posing bodies of more
than 70 people were dis-
covered under a bridge
near Damasak.

Nigeria’s military has
still failed to free more
than 200 girls abducted

more than a year ago from
Chibok, also in Borno
state.

The abductions caused
international outrage, and
foreign governments
promised to help Nigeria
‘s military find the girls.

Boko Haram leader
Abubakar Shekau has
said the girls have been
married off.

The group has waged a

six-year insurgency in
Nigeria to create an
Islamic state, killing thou-
sands of people and cap-
turing many towns and
villages.

Regional forces
launched an offensive
about six weeks ago to re-
gain territory ahead of de-
layed presidential and
parliamentary elections,
now due on Saturday.

LAGOS - Nigeria
ramped up security na-
tion-wide on
Wednesday before gen-
eral elections this
weekend, shutting
land and sea borders
and vowing to crack
down hard on political
unrest.

Security has been to the
fore for the presidential
and parliamentary vote,
with military operations
against Boko Haram forc-
ing the postponement of
the initial poll on
February 14.

Since then, Nigeria’s
military and its coalition
partners Niger, Chad and
Cameroon have claimed a
series of successes, forc-
ing the Islamist militants
out of captured territory
in the northeast.

Fears of a bombing
campaign against voters
and polling stations re-
main, though, after a
spate of suicide attacks
against “soft” targets such
as markets and bus sta-
tions in the north.

The Department of
State Services, Nigeria’s
secret police, on

Wednesday underlined
the threat, calling for vig-
ilance in crowded places
before, during and after
Saturday’s vote.

“Voters are advised to
be wary of persons in
loose or bulky midriff
clothings, which are inap-
propriate for the
weather,” said spokes-
woman Marilyn Ogar.

“Look out for unat-
tended bags, luggage,
dustbins, strange contain-
ers and other suspicious
items.”

The DSS also warned
that cars, motorbikes and
three-wheel motorised
taxis should be parked
away from polling sta-
tions and for shops and
markets to shut.

“Suspicious persons, ac-
tivities and movements
should be promptly re-
ported to security agents,”
she added in a statement.

Border closure
Previous Nigerian elec-

tions have been blighted
by extreme political vio-
lence.

In 2011 some 1,000 peo-
ple were killed after
Goodluck Jonathan beat

former military ruler
Muhammadu Buhari to
the presidency.

Fears of clashes be-
tween supporters of
Jonathan’s Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
and Buhari’s All
Progressives Congress
(APC) have been height-
ened this time round by a
tight campaign.

The head of the
Nigerian Army,
Lieutenant General
Kenneth Minimah, said
he did not envisage prob-
lems but appealed to
politicians and their fol-
lowers to keep the peace.

"Whoever wants to in-
voke or provoke violence
will meet organised vio-
lence waiting for him,” he
told reporters in Abuja.

Security measures
would stay in place until
after gubernatorial and
state assembly polls on
April 11, he added.

On Wednesday,
Jonathan ordered the clo-
sure of all land and sea
borders from midnight
(2300 GMT Wednesday)
until the same time on
Saturday, after voting is

over.
The interior ministry

said the move was de-
signed “to allow for peace-
ful conduct of the forth-
coming national elec-
tions".

At the same time, the
immigration service
warned that non-
Nigerians should not take
part “in any part of the

election processes”
‘Wrath of the law’
Nigeria’s federal police

had already announced a
“total restriction” on
movement from the time
that polling stations open
at 8:00 am on Saturday
until 5:00 pm.

The emergency services
and others on “essential
duties” would be exempt,
Inspector General of
Police Suleiman Abba, the
country’s top-ranking offi-
cer, said.

“Adequate security lo-
gistics and manpower
have been strategically
deployed to achieve a

most conducive election-
eering atmosphere,” he
said in a statement on
Tuesday.

“Policemen for election
duty have been properly
trained, briefed and sensi-
tised on their roles.”

Earlier this month,
Abba warned that trou-
blemakers would face “the
full wrath of the law".

Security will be tight-
ened particularly at
polling stations and other
“vulnerable” locations, in-
cluding banks, hospitals,
government offices and
accommodation housing
election officials.

TWO Bangladeshi work-
ers kidnapped nearly
three weeks ago by gun-
men in Libya have been
freed and are in good
health, officials say.

The Bangladeshi for-
eign ministry said the two
men were now safe in hos-
pital in the city of Sirte.

They were seized on 6
March from the al-Ghani
oil field along with seven
other foreigners.

Islamic State militants
were suspected of carry-
ing out the abductions,
but this has not been con-
firmed.

Helal Uddin and
Mohammed Anwar
Hossain were freed on
Tuesday evening, officials
in Dhaka said.

Other foreigners seized
with them were reported
to include four Filipinos,

an Austrian, a Czech and
a Ghanaian.

BBC Bengali’s Shahnaz
Parveen in Dhaka says it
is not clear whether a
ransom was paid to free
the two Bangladeshis.

The foreigners were
working for oilfield man-
agement company Value
Added Oilfield Services
(VAOS) at the al-Ghani
field.

VAOS said it did not
know which militants had
carried out the attack or
where the oil workers had
been taken.

An estimated 30 000
Bangladeshis are be-
lieved to be working in
Libya.

Rival militias have
been fighting for control
of the country since
Muammar Gaddafi was
ousted in 2011.

Nigeria tightens security presidential polls

Nigeria denies Boko Haram
seized 500 children

Libya violence:
Bangladeshi oil
workers freed

Damasak is reportedly under the control of troops
from neighbouring Niger.

A mother carries banner to drum support for the leading opposition All
Progressives Congress presidential candidate Mohammadu Buhari and running
mate Yemi Osinbajo during a rally christened ‘Walk for Change” in Lagos.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Try new things, even if
you’re pretty sure you won’t like them. A too-limiting
belief about what kind of person you are will restrict the
range of experiences you could be enjoying. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The rotten-apple theory
suggests it only takes one to spoil the bunch. Someone
who lacks integrity is a danger to the group. Take
courage and stand up against those who are on the
wrong path. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). If your mood dips, your
mind may become occupied with concerns that weren’t
there when you were feeling good. Keep worry at bay
by continuing to do the things that contribute to a high
level of positive energy. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22). The old rule won’t apply,
and the new rule hasn’t been made yet. While things are
in flux, take this opportunity to shake things up. Bonus:
You’ll expand your network in the process. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Just because someone is not on
your wavelength doesn’t mean you shouldn’t at least try
to communicate. Your efforts to connect will be
meaningful and will lead to gains in the distant future. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you don’t act when you
see the opportunity, someone with less experience and
wisdom will. Take initiative. It won’t be as much work
as you think, and you’ll get help once you commit. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). While your community
service may be commendable, today your compassion
will not be measured by the degree to which you knock
yourself out to help others. It is better assessed by the
kindness you afford yourself. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). To get to happiness, you
do not always have to go through the dark forest of
unhappiness. It helps that you’ve been there before
and already understand the contrast. Avoid the forest,
and try a new path. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Overnight success
is a matter of preparation, the likes of which takes
years, not hours, to cultivate. Continue doing the work
in good faith. Keep a strong grip on your optimism, as
it’s one of your best qualities. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re an
independent with your own ideas about how things
should unfold. If you dare to stand alone, you won’t be
alone for long, mainly because you’re right. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You may not start out
in an optimum mood, but you can get there with a little
work. Remember how you overcame your last big
challenge. Review the steps you took. You will learn
from yourself. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Someone should only be
able to hurt you once. If you get hurt by the same
person twice, it means that on some level you’re
agreeing to it. You can be friendly and loving and still
stay inside your own emotional boundaries.
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YEMEN’S President
Abdrabbuh Mansour
Hadi has fled his
palace in Aden as
Houthi rebels advance
towards the city.

Gunfire could be heard
around the city centre,
and security forces allied
to the Houthis have taken
over the international air-
port.

The rebels have made
rapid gains since seizing a
key airbase only 60km (37
miles) from Aden on
Wednesday morning.

Government officials
deny reports that the
president has fled the
country, and say he re-
mains in Aden.

The US State
Department says it was in
touch with President Hadi
earlier in the day. It said
he is no longer at the com-
pound but could not con-
firm any “additional de-
tails” about his location.

State television, which
is controlled by the rebels,
announced a reward of
20m Yemeni riyals ($93
000; £62 500) for anyone
who captures the “fugi-
tive” president.

Aden is all but sur-
rounded. This once thriv-
ing port city that guards
the southern entrance to
the Red Sea is now on the
verge of being overrun by
Shia rebel fighters, backed
by Iran and allied to sol-
diers loyal to Yemen’s pre-
vious president Saleh.

The Shia rebels, known
as ‘Houthis’ have swept
through Yemen with ex-
traordinary speed, alarm-
ing Saudi Arabia which
fears it is being encircled
by forces linked to its

rival, Iran.
Today the rebels took

Aden airport and a vital
nearby airbase where only
last week 125 US com-
mandos were training
Yemenis to fight Al-Qaida.
That mission has now
ended abruptly.

As Yemen descends fur-
ther into chaos there are
fears it could soon join
Syria and Libya as an-
other intractable war
zone, attracting jihadists
from many countries.

‘Secure location’
Mr Hadi took refuge in

Aden last month after
fleeing Sanaa, where he
had been under house ar-
rest since the rebels cap-
tured the capital.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, rebel fighters secured
al-Anad air base, with the
support of forces loyal to
ousted former President
Ali Abdullah Saleh.

US and European mili-

tary advisers had been
evacuated from the base
last week after militants
from al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) overran a nearby
town.

Hours after the rebels
captured the base,
unidentified warplanes
targeted the palace com-
pound in Aden, officials
and witnesses said, in the
third such attack in a
week.

Soon afterwards, a
source in the presidential
guard told press that Mr
Hadi had boarded a heli-
copter for “an unknown
destination abroad".

But senior aides to Mr
Hadi insisted he had
merely been transferred
to a “secure location
within Aden” and had no
plans to leave.

Meanwhile, Houthi offi-
cials said its fighters had
arrested the country’s

Defence Minister,
Mahmoud al-Subaihi, and
a senior aide in the south-
ern city of Lahj.

The Zaidi Shia-led
rebels have said their aim
is to replace Mr Hadi’s
government, which they
accuse of being corrupt,
and to implement the out-
comes of the National
Dialogue that was con-
vened when Mr Saleh was
forced to hand over power
in 2011 following mass
protests.

The Houthis swept
southwards from their
northern heartland of
Saada province last sum-
mer, entering the capital
in September.

They have since pushed
into central, western and
southern provinces with
the support of Mr Saleh’s
allies, sparking clashes
with Sunni tribesmen,
AQAP militants and
southern separatists.

WASHINGTON –
Afghanistan’s new presi-
dent, Ashraf Ghani,
warned U.S. lawmakers on
Wednesday of the “terrible
threat” the Islamic State
poses in Asia, and said the
militant group is already
sending fighters to his
country.

In a speech to a joint
meeting of the U.S. Senate
and House of
Representatives, Ghani
said Afghanistan owes a
“profound debt” to the
thousands of U.S. troops

killed and wounded in the
war that began after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Ghani, who became
president last year, has
been feted in Washington
during a five-day trip to
the United States seeking
to repair ties frayed under
his predecessor, Hamid
Karzai.

His address came as
Congress debates defense
spending and other areas
of the U.S. budget.
Lawmakers also are con-
sidering President Barack

Obama’s request for autho-
risation of his military
campaign against Islamic
State, which has met stiff
resistance on Capitol Hill.

“Daesh (Islamic State) is
already sending advance
guards to southern and
western Afghanistan to
test for vulnerabilities,”
Ghani said.

He said Afghanistan,
whose Taliban government
sheltered al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden, would
never again host terrorists.
He urged all Muslims to

speak out against extrem-
ism.

“Silence is not accept-
able,” he said.

As Ghani visited
Washington, six people
were killed in a suicide
bombing near his palace in
Kabul, which is on high
alert ahead of the expected
Taliban spring offensive.

Ghani called national
reconciliation a “pillar” of
his government. He said
Taliban members could
find their way back into
Afghan society, if they

agreed to respect the con-
stitution.

“The Taliban need to
choose not to be al Qaeda,
and be Afghan,” he said.

Lawmakers received
Ghani’s passionate speech
warmly, giving him stand-
ing ovations particularly
as he pledged to improve
conditions for Afghan
women.Afterwards,House
Speaker John Boehner
praised Ghani’s “great dis-
play of statesmanship”and
promised Congress would
ensure Obama’s

Afghanistan plan is ade-
quate. Many of Boehner’s
fellow Republicans had
criticised the drawdown as
premature.

Ghani met Monday at
the Camp David presiden-
tial retreat with top U.S.
officials, who said
Washington would fund
Afghan security forces at
least into 2017.

On Tuesday,Obama said
he would maintain a force
of 9,800 in Afghanistan
this year while sticking to
a 2017 exit plan.

CHINA has rejected calls
from several foreign gov-
ernments to free five
women’s rights activists
who have spent nearly
three weeks in detention.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Hua
Chunying said that no-
body had the right to ask
China to release the
group.

The activists were plan-
ning public campaigns
against sexual harass-
ment.

They were arrested in
early March in the run-up
to China’s top political
meetings, which coincided
with International
Women’s Day.

The BBC’s Celia Hatton
in Beijing says grassroots
groups in China have
been reporting a marked
rise in the detention of po-
litical activists, as the rul-
ing Communist Party
moves to suppress politi-
cal opposition.’

’Stop interference’
Ms Hua said in a daily

briefing to reporters on
Wednesday that Beijing
“hoped relevant people
would stop interfering in
China’s judicial sover-
eignty".

Her remarks came a
day after the UK’s
Foreign Office said it was
“deeply concerned” about
the ongoing detention.

A spokesman said that
the women were “peace-

fully demonstrating”
against sexual harass-
ment and that the UK
was particularly con-
cerned by reports that the
detainees have been de-
nied due legal process and
medical care.

The US ambassador to
the United Nations,
Samantha Power, and the
European Union have
also called for their re-
lease.

Ms Power, who has
tweeted several times on
the topic, reiterated her
call last week in a fresh
statement, saying: “If
China is committed to ad-
vancing the rights of
women, then it should be
working to address the is-
sues raised by these
women’s rights activists -
not silencing them.”

The five women - Wu
Rongrong, Wei Tingting,
Wang Man, Zheng
Churan and Li Tingting -
were planning a march in
a Beijing park and other
gatherings in Beijing and
Guangzhou, calling for
safe sex and awareness of
sexual harassment.

Two of the women suf-
fer from serious illnesses
- chronic liver disease and
a heart condition - and
have been moved to a hos-
pital detention centre.

Their health problems
have been exacerbated by
lengthy interrogation ses-
sions, their lawyers say.

Yemen crisis: President Hadi
flees as Houthi rebels advance

China rejects
calls to free
women’s rights
activists

New Afghan president warns of ‘terrible threat’
from Islamic State

Hundreds of people reportedly attempted to storm an army barracks in Aden to
obtain weapons



SAN FRANCISCO –
Facebook changed how
1.4 billion people share
their baby photos,
major life events and
goofy cat videos with
friends. Now it wants
to change their one-on-
one conversations, too.

Just as Facebook turned
its social network into a
bigger platform for games
and group conversations,
the company wants to
make its instant-messag-
ing service, now 600 mil-
lion users strong, into a
similar system for commu-

nications of all kinds.
Yesterday,Facebook told

app makers at its annual
developer conference that
it was opening up access to
its Messenger app, allow-
ing developers to piggy-
back their own apps on top
of Facebook chats. The
company showed off near-
ly 50 apps for Messenger
that were created under
the programme, including
one that turns text mes-
sages into songs, and an-
other that allows a user to
search for and send an an-
imated GIF to express a

mood.
But Facebook’s ambi-

tions for messaging don’t
stop there. Last week, the
company added a pay-
ment button to Messenger
that allows users to send
money instantly to their
friends, and most analysts
expect the company to
eventually expand it to
purchases from busi-
nesses.

Screen shot showing the
new Messenger platform
from Facebook, which al-
lows apps to integrate
with Facebook Messenger
so people can express
themselves with GIFs,
photos, videos, and audio
clips.

System testing
At the developer confer-

ence, Facebook said it
would soon begin testing a
system to allow busi-
nesses to use Messenger
to offer personalised serv-
ice to customers after a
purchase is made. For ex-
ample, a person might be
able to use Messenger to
change the colour of a
shirt in an order or see
where a package is in the
UPS delivery system.

Facebook’s initial part-

ners are the clothing re-
tailers Zulily and Everl-
ane, but the company also
hopes to lure other types
of businesses, such as air-
lines and cable companies,
that frequently face cus-
tomer service issues.

“We all have to agree
that it’s pretty painful to
interact with businesses
right now,” David Marcus,
head of messaging prod-
ucts at Facebook, said in
an interview.“We’re bring-
ing back the conversatio-
nal nature of commerce.”

In many respects, Face-
book’s moves bring it
closer to WeChat and Line.
The two wildly popular

Asia-based messaging
platforms offer a range of
other services, from vir-
tual stickers for express-
ing moods to the ability to
call a taxi or order takeout
food.

“So much of their rev-
enue is coming from other
services they provide,”
said Cathy Boyle, the sen-
ior analyst for mobile at
eMarketer, a research
firm.

That contrasts with the
big American players in
messaging, which besides
Facebook include Apple
with its iMessage, Google
with Hangouts and Mi-
crosoft with Skype, which

have done little to move
beyond video conversa-
tions.

“All of these things are
essentially free, and
there’s no business model
around them today,” said
Jan Dawson, head of
Jackdaw Research.

Dawson said that Mes-
senger had the potential
to evolve into a useful tool
for businesses. “What
Facebook Messenger could
be is a platform that
would allow you to start
with chat and escalate to
audio or video conversa-
tions. Someone already
has their identity set up,”
he said.

Facebook opens
Messenger for 
app developers
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FORD is to sell a car that
can read road signs and
adjust its speed accord-
ingly to ensure the vehicle
is not driving too fast.

The speed-limiting tech
can be activated via the
steering wheel and briefly
overridden by pressing
firmly on the accelerator.

The car company sug-
gests the facility will help
drivers avoid fines and
could reduce the number
of accidents.

However, one expert
said the innovation might
only serve as a “stopgap”.

“There’s a plan for speed
restrictions to be beamed
to your car’s computer sys-
tems and controlled from
there, rather than requir-
ing street sign visual re-
cognition systems,” said
Paul Newton, an automo-
tive industry analyst at
the IHS consultancy.

“This would be part an
extension of the networks
that will connect vehicles,
allowing cars to warn
those behind them if they
are slowing down, which
is all part of a move toward
autonomous vehicles that
drive themselves.”

Such a system,however,
is some way off.

Ford’s technology will
become available to the
public this August,when it
launches the second ge-
neration of its S-Max cars
in Europe.

A spokesman for the US

car company said the facil-
ity would probably be ex-
tended to other models
around the world.

The system, which is
called the Intelligent
Speed Limiter, combines
two existing technologies
already fitted to many
cars:

Drivers will be able to
set the new system to let
them speed at up to 5mph
(8km/h) beyond the de-
tected limit.

While some motorists
might still resist the idea
of giving up control to their
vehicle, Ford suggested
others would appreciate
the convenience and safety
on offer.

“Drivers are not always
conscious of speeding...
sometimes only becoming
aware they were going too
fast when they receive a
fine in the mail or are
pulled over by law enforce-
ment,” said Stefan
Kappes, a safety supervi-
sor at Ford.

“Intelligent Speed
Limiter can remove one of
the stresses of driving,
helping ensure customers
remain within the legal
speed limit.”

Ford hopes that speed-
ing fines statistics will
help encourage consumers
to spend extra money on
the technology, which it
has not included as stan-
dard on the basic S-Max
model.

Ford cars slow
when they see
speed-limit signs

Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s chief executive, at the company’s annual devel-
oper conference.

A closer look at the technology - courtesy Ford, Volvo, Institute of Biomechanics of Valencia



DUE to pollution and
other natural causes, the
planet’s temperature has
been increasing year-by-
year. In fact, 2014 is con-
sidered as the world’s
hottest year. With the in-
creasing heat, crops are
very much affected that
also changes the supply of
food.

Crops have been the
number one nutrient
source of many countries.
Imagine that billions of
people are reserving fewer
nutrients than they
should.

One of the major causes
of the troubling heat in the
planet is climate change.
And scientists are finding
ways to control or stop the
event from worsening, but
nothing seems to make
much difference.

Instead, they thought
that the people should be
the ones to adjust. So they
developed heat-tolerant
beans that will benefit the
human population sooner
than later.

The researchers, work-
ing with a global research
consortium – Consultative
Group for International
Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) proudly pro-
claimed that they were
able to develop 30 differ-
ent types of “heat-beater”
beans.

Beans are the food poor
people choose to eat be-
cause of its cheapness, but
richness in nutrients. So
the researchers believed

that the beans should be
first saved from the effects
of global warming.

Steve Beebe, senior
CGIAR bean researcher,
explained what’s in store
for the future of beans,
“This discovery could be a
big boon for bean produc-
tion because we are facing
a dire situation where by
2050, global warming
could reduce areas suit-
able for growing beans by
50 per cent.”This is due to
the estimate that the
planet’s temperature will
increase by 2 to 4 degree
Celsius by that year.

Heat-resistant beans perfect for
global warming conditions
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A MILLION properties
across England could
in future be heated by
water from rivers,
canals and the sea, the
government says.

The Department for
Energy calculates this is
the potential of a technol-
ogy known as the water
source heat pump.

This relies on a heat ex-
changer, which uses a sys-
tem akin to refrigeration
to amplify warmth from
pipes in the sea.

If the energy from the
process comes from renew-
ables, properties can be
warmed with near-zero
carbon emissions.

The government’s water
source heat map identifies
more than six gigawatts of
potential low-carbon heat.

One major project – at
the National Trust’s his-
toric Plas Newydd house
in Anglesey – is already
running.

Launching the new map
at Battersea Power Sta-
tion in London yesterday,
Energy and Climate
Change Secretary Ed
Davey said: “We need to
make the most of the vast
amount of clean, renew-
able heat that lays unused
in our rivers, lakes and
seas. Doing this will help
contribute to an energy
mix that maximises clean,
reliable home-grown re-
sources rather than rely-
ing on foreign fossil fuels.”

Battersea Power Station
is the latest developer to
announce it will be look-
ing into installing a heat
pump.

Richard Parry, chief ex-
ecutive of the Canal and

River Trust, the charity
that cares for 2 000 miles
of waterways in England
and Wales, said: “This re-
cognises the huge poten-
tial of water-sourced heat
pumps to deliver a low car-
bon solution to the UK’s
heating and cooling de-
mands.We have a number
of innovative projects on
our canals and rivers.

“These are delivering
benefits for waterside bu-
sinesses and the environ-
ment and proving again
that, 200 years after they
were built, the waterways
are still bringing a whole
range of benefits to the na-
tion.”

The heat pump system
works best in well-insu-
lated buildings because
there is a large energy cost
in warming the water to
the level normally used in
central heating radiators.

The 300kW marine
source heat pump cost the
Trust £600 000 and is ex-
pected to save around 
£40 000 a year in operat-
ing costs.

At Plas Newyydd, pipes
have been laid into the
Menai Straits, the narrow
stretch of water which sep-
arates the island of Angle-
sey from mainland Wales.

The pipes are filled with
a refrigerant heat trans-
port chemical. The fluid
extracts heat from the sea
and releases it into the
heat pump. The fluid is
compressed to increase the
temperature further to
heat the property. The
pressure of the fluid is
then lowered via an ex-
pansion valve and the
process starts again.

Water ‘could
warm a
million homes
in England’

NASA’s CURIOSITY ro-
ver has found new evi-
dence of nitrogen on Mars,
proving that the red pla-
net has – or at least had –
the right stuff to sustain
life.

The rover drilled into
Martian rocks and discov-
ered evidence of nitrates,
which are essential com-

pounds to the building
blocks of life.

“The discovery adds to
the evidence that ancient
Mars was habitable for
life,” NASA said in a blog
post.

Despite the finding, the
space agency said “there
is no evidence to suggest
that the fixed nitrogen

molecules found by the
team were created by
life”.

The nitrates are be-
lieved to be ancient and
likely came from mete-
orite impacts or lightning
events, according to
NASA, which was also
pointed out that the sur-
face of Mars is currently

inhospitable to known life
forms.

Curiosity has also found
signs other elements
needed for life once ex-
isted on the red planet, in-
cluding liquid water and
organic matter, which
were located in the Gale
Crater billions of years
ago, according to NASA.

NASA finds new evidence of life-
supporting ingredient on Mars

Water pipes had to be laid to extract the water from the sea and transport it to the heat exchanger

Beans are the food poor people choose to eat because of its cheapness, but
richness in nutrients. So the researchers believed that the beans should be first
saved from the effects of global warming.
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Bridge

DEAR JANE,
I have been a teacher

for 28 years. I’ve only
taught at two schools in
the same parish and I
can’t count the number of
times that men and
women of varying age
ranges,anywhere  from 25
yrs-old to 45-years-old
have come up to me and
asked, “Do you remember
me?”

Jane, some of them were
not even in any of classes
but would have just have
seen me or had some type
of interaction on the com-
pound and their request
to remember them is

starting to make me a lit-
tle flustered. I can cer-
tainly tell you that when
they were at primary
school, they were not
sporting beards, balding
or had red hair with re-
spect to the females. Still,
I feel quite terrible when I
can’t make them feel great
by recalling their first and
last names.

Yes, they were a few
that ‘made my day’ more
than others but truly each
and everyone of my stu-
dents were special to me.
I’m glad they want to
‘shout me out’, but what’s
the best way to respond in

a situation like this?
STRUGGLING

TEACHER

DEAR STRUGGLING
TEACHER,

Don’t beat yourself
up. When a former stu-
dent approaches you
and says, “Don’t you re-
member me?” an ap-
propriate reply would
be, “It’s not coming to
me just yet. Refresh my
memory!” Say it with a
smile, and it shouldn’t
offend any ordinary

person.
Some people have a

photographic memory
or just seem to have a
gift remembering
names and faces. This
does not seem to be
your talent and it is un-
derstandable that you
can’t bring to mind
everyone’s name with
the amount of pupils
that would have been
under your tutelage
after 28 years, espe-
cially if they’ve
changed their look.

So you also need to
let them know that you
don’t want them to
make you squirm by
way of them waiting
until you recall them or
trying to feed you hints
because it distresses
you. This can be easily
avoided if the former
student simply says,
“Mrs. X, it’s good to see
you. I’m ‘John Brown’
and you were my
teacher in Year X.”

Good luck.

JANE.

Teacher can’t
recall past
students’ names

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com


Thursday March 26, 2015 •23The Barbados Advocate

SPORTSSPORTS

THIS country’s multiple national junior
champion Josh Burke continued to etch
his name in the pages of history as he be-
came the first Bajan surfer to compete in
an elite professional event at the most fa-
mous and feared wave in the world, the
Banzai Pipeline. He also proved to be one
of the best junior surfers at the location
after having an impressive performance
in the WSL (World Surf League) PIPE jr
event .

Burke placed an outstanding fifth from
a field of 70 of the best professional jun-
ior surfers in the world, in 8-10ft power-
ful surf, with side shore wind which cre-
ated gnarly and difficult conditions.This
is Burke's fifth visit to the North shore.

"I arrived in Oahu last Monday…I
trained everyday at Pipeline and
Backdoor Pipe just trying to get as 
much water time out there as possible.
Pipe is a dangerous wave and there is
never enough practice time out there, es-
pecially how crowded it always is,” Burke
said

"The Banzai Pipeline breaks on a very
shallow shelf of reef made up of caves and
caverns; I have been stuck in one before
and it’s not fun.But the wave is one of the
most amazing waves in the world and
getting to surf this spot with just three
others in the water instead of the usual
100 surfers was a treat in itself. I feel very
pleased with my result here placing fifth
against the best," he added.

Burke, who is sponsored by Billabong,
Reef, Vonzipper, Rich Price Surfboards,
Dakine, Futures Fins & Nixon, has
jumped seven positions in the overall
WSL North American jr rankings and
currently sits in 12th place.

Burke takes
on Banzai
Pipeline

Barbados multiple National Junior
Champion, Josh Burke.FOR the first time in its history the

Digicel Kickstart Clinics were
launched in Barbados.

Now in their eighth year, the clinics in
their third year with Chelsea FC are ex-
pected to see some of the region’s top youth
footballers from about nine territories par-
ticipating in the next five weeks.

At a media conference yesterday at
the home of Barbados Kickstart Football
Club in Wildey, the Chelsea FC Foun-
dation coaches were present and speaking
was the Foundation’s Senior International
Football Development Officer, David
Monk,who said that they have conducted
over 700 coaching clinics and have coached
over 300 females and 1 000 males.

“For the past three years, there has been
tremendous development in the level of

talent we have seen and we are excited to
once again train the region’s best youth
footballers.

He noted that they have achieved the
original goals they had set out.

“Being a part of the Clinics is a great op-
portunity for the thousands of aspiring
young footballers to better understand the
game of football and develop their skills –
both on and off the field. I encourage all
those in attendance in each 
country to give it your all, enjoy this won-
derful opportunity, and whether you are
chosen or not, take away something from
the clinics.”

After the clinics, three boys will be se-
lected to attend the one-week Digicel
Academy.

The clinics are being held in partnership

with the Barbados Football Association,
and according to James Wynne, Group
Head of Sponsorship, the BFA has never
let them down when it comes to providing
suitable candidates for the clinics or
Academy.

Wynne said that while the clinics have
produced some top-class footballers over
the years, it still offers an incredible oppor-
tunity to further one’s career through foot-
ball as well as unlocking potential.

BFA’s youth development officer,
Gregory Thompson pointed out that the
youth programme had suffered somewhat,
but was back on track and they have had
coaches in from FIFA to teach some
courses. He also encouraged some of the
youth coaches to come and look on and
take in some of the knowledge.

FROM LEFT: David Monk, Chelsea Senior International Football Development Officer; James Wynne, Digicel Group Head of
Sponsorship; Krystle Smith, Digicel Marketing Communications Manager; Gregory Thompson, BFA Youth Development
Committee Chairman; and Max Fouracre, Chelsea coach.

Kickstart Clinics launched in B’dos

Some of the young footballers going through some drills.
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RECORD from 
Back Page

Jaden Leacock of West
Terrace led from start to
finish and went on to win
the Open Boys’ 800-metre
run in 2:23.69.He finished
just outside the record of
2:22.84 set by Rivaldo
Leacock. Jahleel
Armstrong did well to
keep up at first with
Leacock, but he ran out of
gas in the homestretch
and had to settle for sec-
ond in 2:26.39. Kobe
Hutson of St.Angela’s was
third in 2:30.09.

Leacock’s teammate,
Raheem Archer, collapsed
to the track just after com-
pleting the first 400 me-
tres, but he recovered by
the time the 400 metres
had rolled around.

Archer clocked 1:03.86
seconds for second place
behind Savion Hoyte of
Sharon Primary, who won
in 1:00.14. Finishing third
was Marquez Cadogan of
Hillaby/Turner’s Hall in
1:03.93.

Kobe Hutson, one of the
pre-race favourites, did
not finish the 400 metres,
but he returned to the
track later in the day to
win the closely contested
200 metres. Hoyte was
leading for most of the
race and looked set to win
once again when he sud-
denly pulled up and
grabbed his hip. He man-
aged to finish the race,
but limped off the track 
at the end.

Hutson ended up win-
ning in 27.17 seconds with
Caleb Massiah of Charles
F. Broome second in 27.18
seconds. Jevon Burnett of
Milton Lynch was third in
27.88 seconds.

In the 100 metres it was
Burnett who, after a hor-
rid start, ran past the rest
of the field to win in 13.48
seconds.Hoyte was second
in 13.57 seconds while
Searles of St. Stephen’s 
in 13.58 seconds.

Zaria Knight of St.
Stephen’s Primary lived
up to her favourites tag
and did the sprint double
in the Under-13 Girls’ 100
metres and 200 metres.
Knight slammed the field
in the 100 metres to win in
13.46 seconds while team-
mate Kiara Payne was
second in 13.62 seconds.
Skye Spencer-Layne of
West Terrace was third in

14.61 seconds.
She came back later in

the day to win the 200 me-
tres in an impressive
27.17 seconds. Sharia Gill
of Blackman and Gollop
was second in 27.55 sec-
onds while Payne picked
up more points for St.
Stephen’s with a third-
place finish in 27.74 sec-
onds.

Gill had earlier in the
day won both the Open
Girls’ 600 metres and 
the Under-13 Girls’ 400
metres. She won the 600
metres in 1:49.79 while
Amaya Saungs of St.
Martin’s Mangrove was
second in 1:53.08. Kaya
Kellman-Wall of Wilkie
Cumberbatch was third 
in 1:53.10. She clocked
1:03.67 to win the 400 
metres with Gabriela
Yearwood of George
Lamming second in

1:04.73 while Kellman-
Wall was third in 1:05.39.

The Victrix Ludorum
was Tonika Griffith of
Lawrence T. Gay with 30
points, while there was a
tie for the Victor Ludorum
title. Both Shamar
Addison of St.Alban’s and
Yazid Daniel of Luther
Thorne ended with 26
points.

CONT’D on next page

Under-9 Girls’ 4x100 metre Relay
1. LT Gay Memorial – 1:05.01
2. Hillaby/Turners Hall – 1:05.06
3. Mount Tabor – 1:05.23

Under-9 Boys’ 4x100 metre Relay
(RECORD)
1. St. Alban’s – 1:00.73
2. West Terrace – 1:01.17
3. Milton Lynch – 1:01.56

Under-11 Girls’ 4x100 metre Relay
1. Charles F. Broome – 58.34
2. Bayley’s – 58.65
3. St. Christopher’s – 1:00.65

Under-11 Boys’ 4x100 metre Relay
1. St. Stephen’s – 56.59
2. Charles F. Broome – 56.69
3. Luther Thorne – 56.74

Under-13 Girls’ 4x100 metre Relay
1. St. Stephen’s – 54.34
2. Charles F. Broome – 55.11
3. Blackman and Gollop – 56.82

Under-13 Boys’ 4x100 metre Relay
1. Milton Lynch – 53.93
2. Charles F. Broome – 54.06
3. Hillaby/Turners Hall – 54.48

Open Girls’800-metre Sprint Medley Relay
1. St. Stephen’s – 2:03.67
2. Blackman and Gollop – 2:03.76
3. Charles F. Broome – 2:03.94

Open Boys’ 800-metre Sprint Medley
Relay
1. West Terrace – 1:57.52
2. Sharon – 2:00.19
3. Milton Lynch – 2:01.00

Open Girls’ 600-metre Run
1. Shania Gill, Blackman and Gollop –
1:49.79
2. Amaya Saungs, St. Martin’s Mangrove –
1:53.08
3. Kaya Kellman-Wall, Wilkie Cumberbatch –
1:53.10

Open Boys’ 800-metre Run
1. Jaden Leacock, West Terrace – 2:23.69
2. Jahleel Armstrong, Welches – 2:26.39
3. Kobe Hutson, St. Angela’s – 2:30.09

Under-7 Girls’ 50-metre Dash
1. Brianna Catwell, Charles F. Broome – 8.80
2. Jakaria Jones-Smith, Belmonth – 8.81
3. Sataisia Jones, Wilkie Cumberbatch – 9.07

Under-7 Boys’ 50-metre Dash
1. Shae-Shon Scantlebury, Grazettes – 8.57
2. Zion Ifill, St. Cyprian’s – 8.79
3. Aiden Clarke, Wills – 8.97

Under-9 Girls’ 80-metre Dash
1. Tonika Griffith, LT Gay Memorial – 12.22
2. Alika Harewood, St. Jude’s – 12.45
3. Zacairee Kellman, Hillaby/Turner’s Hall –
12.64

Under-9 Boys’ 80-metre Dash
1. Kevion Newton, Wesley Hall – 11.72
2. Jayden Greene, Eden Lodge – 11.74
3. Shamari Addison, St. Alban’s – 11.86

Under-9 Girls’ 100-metre Dash
1. Tonika Griffith, LT Gay Memorial – 15.54
2. Alika  Harewood, St. Jude’s – 15.61
3. Nakya Gooding, Reynold Weekes – 15.90

Under-9 Boys’ 100-metre Dash
1. Shamari Addison, St. Alban’s – 14.34
2. Jayden Greene, Eden Lodge – 14.46
3. Kevion Newton, Wesley Hall – 14.51

Under-11 Girls’ 100-metre Dash
1. Azariah Nurse, Bayley’s – 14.34
2. Sierra Williams, Charles F. Broome – 14.52
3. Skye Spencer-Layne, West Terrace –
14.61

Under-11 Boys’ 100-metre Dash
1. Jeremy Small, People’s Cathedral – 13.69
2. Achilles Browne, St. Stephen’s – 13.73
3. Jacobi Redman, Westbury – 13.82

Under-13 Girls’ 100-metre Dash
1. Zaria Knight, St. Stephen’s – 13.46
2. Kiara Payne, St. Stephen’s – 13.62
3. Talitha Bartlett, Charles F. Broome – 13.78

Under-13 Boys’ 100-metre Dash
1. Jevon Burnett, Milton Lynch – 13.48
2. Savion Hoyte, Sharon – 13.57
3. Chaz Searles, St. Stephen’s – 13.58

Under-9 Girls’ 150-metre Dash
1. Tonika Griffith, LT Gay Memorial 23.10
2. Alika Harewood, St. Jude’s – 23.15
3. Danica Lorde, Wesley Hall – 24.12

Under-9 Boys’ 150-metre Dash
1. Shamari Addison, St. Alban’s – 21.65
2. Kevion Newton, Wesley Hall – 21.77
3. Jayden Greene, Eden Lodge – 21.78

Under-11 Girls’ 200-metre Dash
1. Azariah Nurse, Bayley’s – 29.05
2. Kelescia Downes, Arthur Smith – 29.39
3. Loticia Carmichael, Selah – 29.78

Under-11 Boys’ 200-metre Dash
1. Kemar Butler, Bay Primary – 27.72
2. Yazid Daniel, Luther Thorne – 28.03
3. Jacobi Redman, Westbury – 28.58

Under-13 Girls’ 200-metre Dash
1. Zaria Knight, St. Stephen’s Primary – 27.41
2. Shania Gill, Blackman and Gollop – 27.55
3. Kiara Payne, St. Stephen’s – 27.74

Under-13 Boys’ 200-metre Dash
1. Kobe Hutson, St. Angela’s – 27.17
2. Caleb Massiah, St. Angela’s – 27.18
3. Jevon Burnett, Milton Lynch – 27.88

Under-11 Girls’ 400-metre Dash
1. Tiana Applewhaite, St. Giles’ – 1:07.98
2. Sierra Williams, Charles F. Broome –
1:09.17
3. Loticia Carmichael, Selah Primary –
1:09.33

Under-11 Boys’ 400-metre Dash
1. Yazid Daniel, Luther Thorne – 1:05.17
2. Josh Newton, Bayley’s – 1:07.46
3. Jonathan Harmon, West Terrace – 1:07.71

Under-13 Girls’ 400-metre Dash
1. Shania Gill, Blackman and Gollop –
1:03.67
2. Gabriela Yearwood, George Lamming –
1:04.73
3. Kaya Kellman-Wall, Wilkie Cumberbatch –
1:05.39

Under-13 Boys’ 400-metre Dash
1. Savion Hoyte, Sharon- 1:00.14
2. Raheem Archer, West Terrace – 1:03.86
3. Marquez Cadogan, Hillaby/Turner’s Hall –
1:03.93

Under-7 Girls’ Standing Broad Jump
1. Jakaria Jones-Smith, Belmont – 1.39 me-
tres
2. Briana Catwell, Charles F. Broome – 1.33
metres
3. Deneisha Best, Christ Church Girls’ – 1.30
metres

Under-7 Boys’ Standing Broad Jump
1. Jaquan Williams, Good Shepherd – 1.45
metres
2. Nathan Cumberbatch, St. Giles’ – 1.43
metres
3. Thaigo Barrow, All Saints – 1.42 metres

Under-9 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Ebony Jones, George Lamming – 3.25
metres
2. J’Nia Edwards, St. Giles’ – 3.17 metres

3. Jahsara Davis, St. Giles’ – 3.06 metres

Under-9 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Aaron Massiah, Charles F. Broome – 3.50
metres
2. Jueles O’Garro, St. Gabriel’s – 3.47 metres
3. Jaden Rowe, Milton Lynch – 3.44 metres

Under-11 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Saskia Ward, St. Paul’s – 4.02 metres
2. Tonique Fleming, West Terrace – 4.01 me-
tres
3. Kay’ghun, Bayley’s – 3.77 metres

Under-11 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Daniel Duncan, Bayley’s – 4.33 metres
2. Yazid Daniel, Luther Thorne – 4.32 metres
3. Achilles Brown, St. Stephen’s – 4.17 me-
tres

Under-13 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Kiara Payne, St. Stephen’s – 4.39 metres
2. Tiara Stewart, Roland Edwards – 4.00 me-
tres
3. Destany Chandler, St. Matthew’s – 3.95
metres

Under-13 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Renaldo Layne, St. Bartholomew’s – 4.52
metres
2. Tre Jordan, St. Catherine’s – 4.51 metres
3. Tyrique Bailey-Edwards, Cuthbert Moore
– 4.50 metres

Under-7 Girls’ Tennis Ball Throw
1. Taja Carrington, Deacons – 20.58 metres
2. Leah Bovell, All Saints – 16.85 metres
3. Sapphire Moseley, Christ Church Girls’ –
13.94 metres

Under-7 Boys’ Tennis Ball Throw
1. Tejahrie Codrington, St. Mark’s – 26.35
metres
2. Nathan Clarke, Charles F. Broome – 26.20
metres
3. Justin Parris, LT Gay Memorial – 23.71 me-
tres

Under-9 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. J’Nia Edwards, St. Giles’ – 30.26 metres
2. Rakyai Goddard, St. Catherine’s – 24.88
metres
3. Renicia Sealy, A. DaCosta Edwards –
23.68 metres

Under-9 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Azahri Dallaway, West Terrace Primary –
41.75 metres
2. Sanchez Reid-Haynes, St. Giles’ – 39.75
metres
3. Shem Agard, Charles F. Broome – 36.67
metres

Under-11 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Shelanie Augustin, Sharon Primary – 38.70
metres
2. Serena Edwards, St. Giles – 37.77 metres
3. Shaquanna Maynard, All Saints – 35.65
metres

Under-11 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Khimani Cox, Gordon Greenidge – 49.53
metres
2. Fozlo Brewster, St. Cyprian’s – 48.15 me-
tres
3. Shatori Eversley, St. Bernard’s – 47.94
metres

Under-13 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Shahada Headley, Good Shepherd – 53.78
metres
2. Brianne Waldron, St. Paul’s – 48.61 metres
3. T’Shanni Payne, Blackman and Gollop –
42.41 metres

Under-13 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Malachi Harris, Deacons’ Primary – 63.93
metres
2. Je’Hayden Boyce, All Saints – 60.88 me-
tres
3. Joshua Morris, Wesley Hall – 55.45 metres

GIRLS
1. Charles F. Broome Primary – 122
2. St. Stephen’s Primary – 103
3. Bayley’s Primary – 80
4. Blackman and Gollop Primary – 66
5. St. Giles’ Primary – 62
6. L. T. Gay Memorial – 54
7. West Terrace Primary – 53
8. Hillaby/Turner’s Hall – 34
9. George Lamming Primary – 30
10. Christ Church Girls’ School – 28
11. Wilkie Cumberbatch Primary – 27
12. St. Paul’s Primary – 26
13. St. Jude’s Primary – 24
14. Selah Primary – 23
15. Belmont Primary – 22
16. Mount Tabor – 20

BOYS
1. West Terrace Primary – 110
2. Charles F. Broome Primary – 94.50
3. Milton Lynch Primary – 80
4. St. Stephen’s Primary – 57
5. Luther Thorne Primary – 52
6. St. Alban’s Primary – 51
7. Wesley Hall Primary – 45
8. Hillaby/Turners Hall Primary – 41
9. All Saints Primary – 40
10. Sharon Primary – 36
11. St. Cyprian’s Boys – 31
12. Eden Lodge Primary – 30
13. St. Giles Primary – 27
14. Bay Primary – 25
15. Bayley’s Primary – 24
16. Good Shepherd Primary – 23

Thrills and
spills at
NAPSAC finals

NEW CHAMPS! Charles F. Broome athletes were all smiles after securing the Girls’ title.

The Victrix Ludorum was Tonika Griffith of Lawrence
T. Gay.

RESULTS

Final Points (Top 16 only)
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Under-7 Girls: Jakaria
Jones-Smith, Belmont

Under-7 Boys: Jaquan
Williams, Good Shepherd

Under-9 Girls: Tonika
Griffith, Lawrence T. Gay
Memorial

Under-9 Boys: Shamari
Addison, St. Alban’s

Under-11 Girls:Azariah
Nurse, Bayley’s

Under-11 Boys: Yazid
Daniel, Luther Thorne

Under-13 Girls: Kiara
Payne, St. Stephen’s

Under-13 Boys: Savion
Hoyte, Sharon

Divisional
Champions
of the 2015

Pine Hill
NAPSAC 

Shamar Addison of 
St. Alban’s Primary
(right) and Yazid Daniel
of Luther Thorne ended
with 26 points and
shared the Victor
Ludorum title. They
both were presented
with the trophy by Jim
Wedderburn.

girls:Azariah


REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUCTION SALES

CARL HOLLIGAN 
GRADUATE OF THE OHIO 
SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON THURSDAY 26/03/2015 
THE FOLLOWING WORKING &  
DAMAGED VEHICLES :-

ONE 2011 NISSAN ALMERA, 
ONE 2005 NISSAN MIRANDO, 
TWO 2008 NISSAN TIIDA, 
ONE 1996 HYUNDAI ACCENT 
at Courtesy Garage at 1:15pm

ONE 2010 KIA PICANTO at 
McE enarney Garage at 1:40pm

ONE 2013 TOYOTA YARIS 
ONE 2011 TOYOTA VITZ at
Nassco at 2:05pm

ONE 2000 SUZUKI ALTO, ONE 
1999 AE 110 TOYOTA CO-
ROLLA ICBL Crash Lot at 
2:20pm

ONE 2006 FORD RANGER at
Keith Jones Garaget at 2:35pm

ONE 2008 FORD RANGER 
(NOT WORKING/STARTING), 
ONE 2008 CHEVROLET AVIO
Simpson Motors at 2:55pm

ONE 2008 CHEVROLET AVIO, 
ONE 2002 ISUZU PICK UP, 
ONE 2000 BMW 316 I, ONE 
2001 NZE TOYOTA COROLLA
at Gabriel Downes at 3:25pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 233-1818/ 247-2906

NOTICES

NOTICES

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Terrence Adam-
son

OCCUPATION: Restaurant 
Owner

ADDRESS: Bridge Gap, Good-
land, St. Michael

PREMISES: Kensington Oval 
Complex, Fontabelle, St. Mi-
chael

Dated this 17th day of March 
2015

Signed: T. Adamson
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

NOTICES

COMPANIES ACT CAP. 308

POYDRAS INVESTMENTS INC.

In accordance with Section 367 
of the Companies Act Cap. 308 
of the Laws of Barbados , notice 
is hereby given that POYDRAS 
INVESTMENTS INC. (the “Com-
pany”) intends to dissolve and 
the sole shareholder of the Com-
pany has by special resolution 
authorised and directed that the 
Company be liquidated and dis-
solved voluntarily.

Dated this 17th day of March, 
2015.

Sir Charles O. Williams
Director

NOTICES

NOTICES NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on
.Renovating 

.Building 
.Repainting

.Large Residential 
.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Kedia Smith

OCCUPATION: Manager

ADDRESS: Sargeant’s Land, 
Grazettes New Road, St. Mi-
chael

PREMISES: Wood and galva-
nize situated at 1st Avenue Fair-
field, Black Rock,St. Michael

Dated this 19th day of March 
2015

Signed: K. Smith
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Lana Watkins

OCCUPATION: Cook

ADDRESS: Baird’s Road, Lower 
Carlton, St. James

PREMISES: A wall structure 
situated at Princess Alice High-
way, St. Michael

Dated this 16th day of February 
2015

Signed: L. Watkins
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

FORM R           REGULATION 9

NOTICE OF SITTING OF LIQ-
UOR LICENSING AUTHORITY

LIQUOR LICENCE ACT CAP. 182

Notice is hereby given that a sit-
ting of the Licensing Authority for  
Magistrates’ Court, District “B” 
Boarded Hall, will be held on 
Wednesday 8th April, 2015 at 
0900 hours at Magistrates’
Court, District “B” Boarded Hall, 
St. George for the purpose of 
Granting Licences, Transferring 
Licences and Orders for the 
Registration of Clubs under the 
above-mentioned Act..

Dated at Magistrates’ Court, 
District “B”, Boarded Hall, St. 
George on 2015-03-24.

Cecelia Hadaway (Ms.)
Clerk to the Licensing Authority.

NB:
All applications should reach 
this Office at least twenty-one 
(21) days before the above 
mentioned date.

26 • Thursday March 26, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com


A PAKISTANI court on
Tuesday dismissed a
legal petition seeking a
life ban on fast bowler
Mohammad Aamer, just
weeks after he returned

to domestic cricket
following a spot-fixing
suspension.

The International
Cricket Council (ICC)
gave permission for the
left-armer to return
early to domestic cricket
from his five-year ban
over the infamous spot-
fixing episode in a Test
against England in 2010.

Lawyer Rana Faizul
Hassan filed a petition
in the Sindh High Court
in February calling for
the 22-year-old to be
banned for life to stop
him damaging the image
of Pakistan and cricket.

But on Tuesday the
court threw out the
application after Hassan
repeatedly failed to show
up for hearings.

NOTICES NOTICES
LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE

(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Lionel Reid

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: 95 Husband, New 
Development, St. Michael

PREMISES: 5 Sutton Way, 
Grazettes Landing Scheme, St. 
Michael

Dated this 10th day of March 
2015

Signed: L. Reid
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Retail Licence will be considered 
at a Licensing Court to be held 
at Magistrates’ Courts Dist. ‘A’
on Thursday the 9th day of 
April 2015 at 9 o’ clock a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Mark Yearwood 

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: 1 Rose Garden, 
Golf Club Road, Rockley, Christ 
Church

PREMISES: Hastings, Christ 
Church

Dated this 6th day of February 
2015

Signed: M. Yearwood
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m.

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Michael Andrew
Hinds

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: 362 Ocean Avenue, 
Inch Cape Terrace, St. Phillip

PREMISES: Lloyd Erskine San-
diford Centre, Two Mile Hill, St. 
Michael

Dated this 6th day of March 
2015

Signed: M. Hinds
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m.

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

NOTICES
LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE

(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Nazih Issa

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: 5th Green Rockley 
New Road, Christ Church

PREMISES: Wooden Structure 
at Barbados Turf Club, Garrison, 
St. Michael

Dated this 19th day of March 
2015

Signed: N. Issa
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Retail Licence will be considered 
at a Licensing Court to be held 
at Magistrates’ Courts Dist. ‘A’
on Thursday the 9th day of 
April 2015 at 9 o’ clock a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Paul Atkins

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: Enterprise Gardens, 
Christ Church

PREMISES: Stone and wood 
building situated at Worthing 
Main Road, Christ Church

Dated this 18th day of March 
2015

Signed: P. Atkins
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

NOTICES
LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE

(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Paul Johnson for 
Paul’s Enterprises Limited

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: St. Lawrence Gap, 
Christ Church

PREMISES: Situated at St. Law-
rence Gap, Chrsit Church

Dated this 13th day of February 
2015

Signed: P. Johnson
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Proprietary Club Licence will be 
considered at a Licensing Court 
to be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Roxanne 
Raglon-Patterson

OCCUPATION: Promoter

ADDRESS: 10 Gall Hill, St. John

PREMISES: Wall and wooden 
one storey buildingsituated at 
Dottins Alley, Bridgetown

Dated this 11th day of March 
2015

Signed: R. Patterson
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Sandra Jordan

OCCUPATION: Shop Attendant

ADDRESS: Flagstaff Road, 
Clapham, St. Michael

PREMISES: A wall sructure ad-
joining house situated at Flag-
staff Road, Clapham, St. Michael

Dated this 18th day of March 
2015

Signed: S. Jordan
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Retail Licence will be considered 
at a Licensing Court to be held 
at Magistrates’ Courts Dist. ‘A’
on Thursday the 9th day of 
April 2015 at 9 o’ clock a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

NOTICES

NOTICES
LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE

(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Steven Went

OCCUPATION: Ware House 
Manager

ADDRESS: Military Road, Bush 
Hall, St. Michael

PREMISES: Queen Mary Road, 
Bank Hall, St. Michael

Dated this 3rd day of February 
2015

Signed: S. Went
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Retail Licence will be considered 
at a Licensing Court to be held 
at Magistrates’ Courts Dist. ‘A’
on Thursday the 9th day of 
April 2015 at 9 o’ clock a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Youelle Hamilton

OCCUPATION: Supervisor

ADDRESS: 2nd Avenue John-
son Land, Green Hill, St. Michael

PREMISES: Wood structure 
situated at Bayside Plaza, Bay 
Street, St. Michael

Dated this 9th day of March 
2015

Signed: Y. Hamilton
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Brett Harding

OCCUPATION: Chef

ADDRESS: Bank Hall Main 
Road, St. Michael

PREMISES: Wooden structure 
situated at Bank Hall Main Road, 
St. Michael

Dated this 17th day of March 
2015

Signed: B. Harding
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Henderson Morris

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: Lowther’s Hill, Christ 
Church

PREMISES: A wooden galva-
nize building situated at Baxter’s 
Road, St. Michael

Dated this 13th day of February 
2015

Signed: H. Morris
Applicant 

This Application for a Grant of a 
Restaurant Licence will be con-
sidered at a Licensing Court to 
be held at Magistrates’ Courts 
Dist. ‘A’ on Thursday the 9th 
day of April 2015 at 9 o’ clock 
a.m. 

J. Gaskin
Clerk to Licensing Authority
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Court rejects life
ban petition for
Pakistan’s Aamer
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 09-Mar-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.70 $1.81 1,000 5,045

Banks Holdings Limited 06-Mar-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.82 8,856 1,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 25-Mar-15 179 $0.25 $0.25 $0.50 $0.50 $0.00 $0.25 $0.50 19,821 105

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 25-Mar-15 176 $2.47 $2.47 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 - $2.48 - 13,365

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 10-Mar-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 12,240

FirstCaribbean International Bank 20-Mar-15 - - - $1.90 $1.90 - - $1.90 - 6,354

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 25-Mar-15 2,360 $0.20 $0.20 $0.20 $0.20 $0.00 $0.20 - 43,057 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 25-Mar-15 2,360 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.00 $0.52 - 1,950 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 24-Mar-15 - - - $6.43 $6.43 - $6.43 $6.49 1,333 1,189

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 23-Mar-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.38 1,510 383

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 25-Mar-15 66,199 $20.00 $19.50 $19.86 $19.96 $0.10 $20.00 - 9,955 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 18-Mar-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.75 $8.00 36,997 205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 9,100

Sagicor Financial Corporation 25-Mar-15 400 $1.71 $1.71 $1.72 $1.72 $0.00 $1.70 $1.72 600 285

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 71,674 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15   $96.00          $101.50   15,000    15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 09-Mar-15 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 20-Nov-14 $100.00 20,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $96.00         $103.00 41,000    41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 615,000

MUTUAL FUND
March 25, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

20-Mar-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w    1.4860 0.0111
20-Mar-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w    1.4864 0.0014
20-Mar-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w    1.2661 0.0006
19-Mar-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w    1.290 0.0020
20-Mar-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w    4.8612  4.8612  4.8612 -0.0154
20-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w    1.8460 -0.0009

20-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w    1.0051 -0.0005
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.7253   4.7253 4.6308   0.0572

27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUNDm 0.8370   0.8370 0.8202   0.0166
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4340   1.4340 1.4053  0.0065

20-Mar-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND            w   2.27 0.00
20-Mar-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.01
20-Mar-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w    1.05 0.00
* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 66,199   $20.00  $19.50  $19.96   $0.10
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - DEV FUND      2,360   $0.20 $0.20    $0.20     $0.00
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND       2,360   $0.52 $0.52    $0.52     $0.00
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 400   $1.71 $1.71    $1.72     $0.00
BARBADOS FARMS LIMITED 179   $0.25 $0.25    $0.50     $0.00
CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED 176   $2.47 $2.47    $3.00     $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
March 25, 2015

One security advanced and five traded firm as 71,674 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $1,324,391.43. Massy
Holdings Limited was the volume leader trading 66,199 shares at a high of $20.00 and a low of $19.50 before closing up ten (10) cents
at $19.96. They were followed by Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Development Fund and Fortress Caribbean Property Fund -
Value Fund which traded 2,360 shares each.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
March 25th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

March 25, 2015 March 24, 2015
Local  2,194.13 2,194.13 -   
Cross-list 1,726.65 1,720.67 5.98 
Composite 624.23 623.46 0.77 

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
March 25, 2015 March 24, 2015

Local  5,500.51 5,500.51 -   
Cross-list 2,895.43 2,885.40 10.03 
Composite 8,395.94 8,385.91 10.03  

NEWS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sagicor Financial Corporation - Directors have fixed March 19th,
2015 as the record date for the determination of shareholders entitled to
receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Company.

Cave Shepherd & Company Limited - Directors have fixed March
18th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of shareholders
entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of the
Company.

BSE NOTICE

Trinidad Cement Limited - Trinidad Cement Limited wishes to advise
Shareholders that at a meeting of the Board of Directors held on
Thursday February 26, 2015, the Board confirmed a decision to offer
shares  in the Rights Issue in Trinidad and Tobago only, and to exclude
all other jurisdictions in which TCL's shares are listed. The decision was
made, having regard to the complexities involved in satisfying the
requirements of the various regulatory bodies in these jurisdictions, and
its effect on the stringent timeframe for the Rights Issue, especially
since the Rights Issue is intended as a method of recapitalization to
fulfill, inter alia, conditions imposed by TCL's lenders.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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DEFENDING champions India are hoping the
law of averages does not catch up with them,
when they clash with hosts, Australia, in a
widely-anticipated World Cup semi-final in
Sydney today.

India have beaten Australia just once in 35 years in
a one-day international at the Sydney Cricket Ground,
when a Sachin Tendulkar century helped them win
the first of the three-match tri-series final in 2008.

But Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s men have confounded
critics by recovering from a winless bilateral tour of
Australia before the World Cup, to brush aside all-
comers in the tournament.

Starting with two wins against Pakistan and South
Africa, India won all six group matches to top Pool B,
and then downed spirited Bangladesh by 109 runs in
the quarter-finals.

Amazingly, India have piled up 300-plus scores
every time they have batted first and dismissed the
opposition in all seven matches so far.

India now confront a side that has won seven of their
10 World Cup meetings against them, although
Dhoni’s men secured a five-wicket win in the quarter-
final at home in Ahmedabad four years ago.

Four-time champions Australia have won all six
semi-finals they have appeared in since the inaugu-
ral event in 1975, but India will consider the SCG as
the best venue to halt that record.

Groundsman Tom Parker has kept both teams
guessing on the nature of the pitch he will unveil for

the semi-final, but the wear and tear at the end of a
long season indicates spin-friendly conditions.

South African spinners Imran Tahir and JP Duminy
shared seven wickets to bowl out Sri Lanka for 133 in
the quarter-final at the SCG last week, setting up a
nine-wicket win for the Proteas.

But the bat dominated the ball in previous World
Cup games at the venue, with Australia piling up 376
for nine against Sri Lanka and South Africa smash-
ing 408 for five off the West Indies’ attack.

Australian coach Darren Lehmann expected a
wicket similar to the one his team got for the match
against Sri Lanka, and predicted a high-scoring en-
counter.

“I think the pitch will be very similar to the one we
used in the game against Sri Lanka when almost 700
runs were scored, so I think this will be another high-
scoring affair,” Lehmann wrote on the official Cricket
Australia website www.cricket.com.au.

Enthralling contest
“But finals seem to have a way of working out dif-

ferently sometimes. So even if the pitch is a belter, you
have to do the basics well enough to produce a high
score. And then bowl well enough to defend it.”

Lehmann felt that constant meetings with India
over the summer would “add an extra element to what
already looms as an enthralling contest”.

“India are really starting to gain some confidence on
the back of some good performances since the tourna-

ment began, but we know them inside out – just as
they do us.

“Everyone in the Australia squad is excited that
we’ve reached the final week of the World Cup, and are
now within striking distance of a goal that we set
ourselves more than a year ago.”

With organisers estimating that 70 per cent of the
tickets have been picked up by Indian fans, Australia
would feel as if they were playing an away game on
their own soil.

India will once again bank on a sound start from
openers Shikhar Dhawan, who has 367 runs in the
tournament with two centuries, and Rohit Sharma,
who hit 137 against Bangladesh.

But it will be Virat Kohli the Australians will be
wary of, after the elegant right-hander hit four cen-
turies in the preceding four-Test series, including 147
and 46 at the SCG.

Kohli’s form dipped after a match-winning century
against Pakistan, but Dhoni was confident of his star
batsman coming good when it mattered.

“A big one is just around the corner, because big
players always score in big games,” Dhoni said of
Kohli.

India’s pace trio of Mohammad Shami, Umesh
Yadav and Mohit Sharma, have claimed 42 wickets be-
tween them, but it will be the off-spin of Ravichandran
Ashwin that Dhoni will turn to if the pitch takes turn.

The winner of today’s match will face New Zealand
in the final in Melbourne on Sunday.

India battle tide of history against Australia

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=81490&ReturnUrl=http://www.cricket.com.au


AUSTRALIAN star all-
rounder Shane Watson,
is a force to be reck-
oned with on the
cricket pitch, but re-
cently he was seen
championing the cause
of education for chil-
dren.

Watson has been named
the star in a children’s
book that has been pub-
lished by Room to Read, a
global non-profit organisa-
tion that promotes literacy
and gender equality in
education across Asian
and African countries, to-
gether with the Internatio-
nal Cricket Council (ICC).

The book will be pub-
lished in Bangla, with an
initial print-run of 2 500
copies, and distributed to
schools across Bangladesh,
and will be available for
reprint in future years for
additional schools.

This children’s title,enti-
tled “Dream Big,” is about
a young boy, Ratul, who
dreams about meeting his
hero, Shane, after seeing
him on television.The book
inspires children to Dream
Big, and recognises that
great things are possible
with perseverance.

“Reading is an impor-
tant tool in a child’s overall
development. I encourage
children to read more and
develop an all-round per-
sonality.

“My message to children
world-wide is to Dream
Big and never stop chas-
ing your dream. Big
dreams can lead to bigger
things in life, and this is
what this book strives to
do”,Watson commented at
the book’s launch in the
Sydney Cricket Ground.

Room to Read Chief De-
velopment Officer, Dr.
Geetha Murali added,“The
partnership with ICC has
been about giving children
the opportunity to let their
love of cricket inspire their
love of reading,and Dream
Big reinforces that connec-
tion.

“This is the story of a
young child’s biggest
dream coming true. I hope
that children reading it
will have their imagina-
tions captured by the sto-
ryline and vivid illustra-
tions. I am sure that they
will discover their love of
reading as they turn the
pages.”

ICC and Room to Read

have been working toge-
ther since ICC Cricket
World Cup 2011, and have
focused on motivating chil-
dren across Asia and Afri-
ca to pursue their right to
a quality education.

The partnership has in-
volved numerous activi-
ties, including Room to
Read Ambassadors Shane
Watson,Angelo Matthews
and Virat Kohli meeting
beneficiaries from Room to
Read programmes and
promoting the importance
of reading and education.
The organisations aim to
foster awareness for the
importance of education
and leave a positive impact
of cricket on local commu-
nities.

Relatable content
Commenting on the oc-

casion, ICC Chief Execu-
tive David Richardson
said, “It is indeed reward-
ing to be able to champion
this worthy cause, along-
side Room to Read. Our
cricketing stars are great
examples of individuals
who have made the best of
what life has to offer, often
in challenging circum-
stances, and against all

odds. We congratulate
Shane Watson on his ef-
forts in supporting this
cause, inspiring young
children to achieve the
best in their lives”.

Since 2000, Room to
Read has published more
than 1 150 titles for young
children. Each book is de-
veloped by local authors
and illustrators, and re-
flects a commitment to en-
suring that children enjoy
learning. The books cre-
ated are culturally rele-
vant and age-appropriate,
so the content can immedi-
ately resonate with the
children and help develop
their reading skills and
habit.

Room to Read has ex-
panded its programmes
into 10 countries, and has
worked with more than 
17 000 partner schools.
Working in collaboration
with local communities,
partner organisations and
governments to develop lit-
eracy skills and a habit of
reading among primary
schoolchildren, Room to
Read is on its way to reach-
ing 10 million children
through its programmes
by the end of 2015.

Shane Watson inspires
kids to ‘Dream Big’  
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BRENDON McCullum
yesterday conceded Da-
niel Vettori had probably
played his last interna-
tional innings on home
soil, saying New Zealand
were intent on giving the
veteran a fairytale send-
off in the World Cup final.

Vettori was in the mid-
dle at Auckland’s Eden
Park on Tuesday night,
when the Black Caps
clinched a spot in Sun-
day’s title decider in Mel-
bourne with a dramatic
one-ball-to-spare victory
over South Africa.

The 36-year-old Vettori,
who scored a crucial boun-
dary at the death to help
seal the four-wicket win,
has been coy about his fu-
ture plans, but McCullum
said “this was potentially
his last game on New
Zealand soil”.

“Last night with him
out there at the end, that’s

a memory he’ll never for-
get,” McCullum told re-
porters.

“Hopefully we’ve got one
more game, one more big
fairytale finish for him,
and then we’ll have a few
beers.”

The Black Caps skipper
said Vettori, who claimed
his 300th one-day inter-
national wicket earlier in
the tournament, was still
experiencing pain from a
back injury that almost
ended his career.

“He’s played a lot of his
cricket with bumps and
bruises and niggles and
strains,” McCullum said.

“People probably don’t
realise, but he’s had to
overcome quite a bit to
continue to back up and
get out there and repre-
sent New Zealand. He’s a
tough customer and he’s
been an amazing servant
for New Zealand cricket.”

Black Caps want World
Cup fairytale for Vettori

... at ICC / Room to Read book launch

Chantal Lewis (Room to Read Australia Director), Shane Watson (ICC-Room to Read Ambassador) and David
Richardson (ICC Chief Executive), pictured at the launch of ‘Dream Big’ children’s book in the Sydney
Cricket Ground on Thursday. The ICC, in collaboration with its global charity partner Room to Read, is pub-
lishing an illustration book on Shane Watson to inspire children to read more and ‘Dream Big’. This is the
third book in the series, after previous books on Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews and India’s Virat Kohli.



Printed and published by Advocate Publishers (2000) Inc. Fontabelle, St. Michael. Telephone 467-2000, Fax 434-2020/434-1000

Thursday March 26, 2015

By Petra Gooding

WILLIAMS Industries West
Industries West Terrace
Tigers once again proved to
be too hard to beat, as they
won their third Boys’ title in
four years at the Pine Hill
National Primary Schools’
Athletics Association’s Finals
yesterday, at the National
Stadium.

West Terrace won the Boys’
title with 110 points, with
Charles’ F. Broome second with
94.50 points ,while Milton Lynch
Primary was third with 80
points. St. Stephen’s Primary
was fourth with 57 points, while
LutherThorne Primary was fifth
with 52 points.

Charles F. Broome dethroned
St.Stephen’s Primary to win the
Girls’ title with 122 points. St.
Stephen’s had to settle for second
place with 103 points, while
Bayley’s Primary was third with
80 points. Rounding out the top
five were Blackman and Gollop
in fourth with 66 points, while
St.Giles’ was fifth with 62 points

Just one record fell yesterday,
on a day when the crowd in the
jam-packed stadium was treated
to some very exciting track and
field action.

The lone record fell when
Shamari Addison of St. Alban’s
led his team to victory in the
Under-9 Boys’ 4x100 metre
Relay.St.Alban’s clocked 1:00.73,
with Addison bringing his team
from fourth into the gold medal
position. They erased the old
record of 1:02.64 set by Charles
F. Broome in 2004.

RECORD on Page 24

WEST TERRACE DOMINATE

SIMPLY DOMINANT: Williams Industries West Industries West Terrace Tigers celebrate another Boys’ title, after the Pine Hill
National Primary Schools’ Athletics Association’s Finals yesterday at the National Stadium.

– retain
boys’ title

Kickstart Clinics
launched in B’dos
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