
AS Barbados moves towards 50
years of Independence in 2016, the
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
administration will be taking steps
to move this country to a republican
system of government, removing
Queen Elizabeth II as this country’s
head of state.

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart made
the disclosure last night while addressing
a sizeable audience at the St. Luke’s
Skills Training Centre, where the
St. George South Branch of the DLP held
its monthly meeting.PM Stuart said that
having gained independence from
England and delinked from the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, making
the Caribbean Court of

Justice this country’s final court of
appeal, the next move must be a
transition from a monarchical system of
government to a republican system of
government.

This effectively means, he explained,
that Barbados would no longer have a
Governor General, and the head of state
will, once approval is given, bear the title
of President, and continue to perform the
functions now performed by the
Governor General. He explained that
though the person holding that post will
remain a ceremonial figure as in the case
of Dominica and Trinidad and Tobago,
the decision is necessary for the country
to complete its political maturity.

“We cannot pat ourselves on the

shoulders at having gone into
independence; having decolonised our
politics, our decision making; we cannot
pat ourselves on our shoulders at having
decolonised our jurisprudence by
delinking from the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council
and explain to
anybody, or
continue to explain
to anybody, why we
continue to have a
monarchial system,” he
said.
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By Kerri Gooding

THE public of Barbados is being called on
to accept the new smart meter being
installed by the BarbadosWater Authority
(BWA), and to refrain from vandalising
them in some cases.

“The meter is a friend and not an

enemy.”
This is the urgent message that the

Chairman of the Week of Activities for
2015 at the Barbados Water Authority,
Rev. Al Walcott tried to get across to the
Barbadian public on Sunday at the church
service held at the Our Lady Queen of the
Universe Parish,as Barbados joined with

the world to celebrate World Water Day.
He said that the Authority is now

tasked with the responsibility of educating
the public, because though their is some
positive response, there is also 
some negative response to the smart
meter.

“It’s kind of a positive response. [But,]

what we need to do more, I believe, is to
educate … Just like with any technology,
I think what we need to do, as the
Authority would be to educate the public,
to let them know that the meter will serve
them better, as opposed to just causing
them to pay high bills,” he explained.

SMART METER on Page 5

Public urged to accept the BWA smart meter

CHANGE COMING

Right: Prime Minister Freundel Stuart
addressing the branch meeting.

In attendance at the World Water Day church service, which was held to commence the Barbados Water Authority (BWA) Week of Activities for 2015 were, from left,
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Dr. Atlee Brathwaite; General Manager (Acting), BWA, Dr. John Mwansa; Secretary BWA, Division of the Barbados Workers’ Union,
Henry Codrington; and BWA employee Joseph Griffith.

INSURE WITH US



B A R B A D O S ’
preparedness to
respond to the Ebola
virus disease has been

highly commended by
the Pan American
Organisation/World
Health Organisation

(PAHO/WHO).
This was disclosed by

Minister of Health John
Boyce, who also revealed

that the island had
assisted other countries in
the region to build up their
preparedness

programmes.
“Of course, we do not

want to have to deal with a
case of Ebola virus

disease... but we have
prepared Barbados to the
extent that we are
confident that if it was to
occur, we can handle that
event safely and
effectively,” he said during
the Estimates Debate.

“It is indeed a testimony
to the extent of the
development of our health
services that we can take
this position.Once we have
entered into a strong
programme of training, re-
training and preparing our
port health,primary health
care providers, polyclinic,
accident and emergency
centre and our private
doctor and clinic – we are
confident that such an
event can be effectively
dealt with.”

The Health Minister also
noted that the island’s
success in tackling health
care will depend on “how
well we are able to develop
our primary health care
system,beyond even where
it is today".

“We have a sophisticated
primary health care
system within the eight
polyclinics across
Barbados, and all of them
help to deliver a primary
health care which we
believe it is the centre of
success in delivering
affordable care to
Barbadians,” he said, also
revealing that the island’s
polyclinic system sees an
average of 500 000 visits
per year.

“We are convinced that
the factors which have
been identified as
‘precursors’ to non-
communicable diseases
can be best identified and
can be identified early, in a
dedicated and
sophisticated primary
health care system.And as
such,we have continued to
train and retrain our
health care workers
within our polyclinic
system to ensure that they
can deliver the best
primary care to our
people.” (TL)
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PAHO/WHO impressed with Barbados’ Ebola preparedness

“Once we have
entered into a strong

programme of
training, re-training

and preparing our port
health, primary health

care providers,
polyclinic, accident

and emergency centre
and our private doctor

and clinic – we are
confident that such

an event can be
effectively dealt

with.”
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WHILE there is a place
for entertainment only,
there is also a place for
‘edutainment’.

This was noted by Dave
Weekes, of Step by Step
Productions, as he gave
brief Opening Remarks
at the Williams
Industries Inc. Caribbean
premiere of ‘Vigilante’,
which was held on 
Friday at the Limegrove
Cinemas. Lauding the
film, Weekes pointed out
that Barbadians had a
wealth of talent and 
potential, and it was in-
deed evident in the film
‘Vigilante: The Crossing’.

“When you see the
movie, when you see the

acting in the movie and
then when you see the
post-production work
that was done on the
movie, I am very happy
to say that we
Barbadians are very
talented and we have a
lot to offer the world,”
he stated.

He further noted, “I
want to thank God for
giving us this opportu-
nity and giving us this
mandate to make movies
that are wholesome, that
are uplifting, that can ac-
tually inspire people to
do good things and to do
great things. We don’t
just want to make movies
for making them sake; we

don’t want to just make
movies strictly for enter-
tainment. I mean there is
place for entertainment
only ... however, there is
also a place for what we
call edutainment, mean-
ing that there are times
when you need to learn
something new and you
need to have a different
perspective, and at the
same time not in a boring
way, but in a way that
captures your attention,
that motivates you, that
causes you to want to
feel, to look, to listen and
to learn, and that’s what
one of our primary objec-
tives is at Step by Step
Productions.”

With this being their
fifth film production, he
stated that based on the
public’s response that
they were in fact well on
their way to achieving
that mission and goal of
providing ‘edutainment’.

“It is an indication that
we are doing something
right here in Barbados
and as a people, I want
us to lift our heads high
and to recognise that we
have so much potential
here in Barbados. We
only need the opportuni-
ties to get that potential
reaped and to produce
the wonderful product
that we can in Barbados,”
he added. (AC)

By Ashlee Cox

THE world may indeed
be ready for more
Barbadian films!

That was the belief ex-
pressed by Writer and
Director of the film –
‘Vigilante: The Crossing’,
Maria Weekes, as she
spoke to The Barbados
Advocate at the Williams
Industries Inc. Caribbean
premiere of the film,
which was held on Friday
at the Limegrove
Cinemas, with both cine-
mas being packed with
those who were excited to
see the movie.

“I believe that if we do
the films and make them,
I would say friendly, then
it is good, because then

people are able to under-
stand what we are saying.
So I think with the film,
there are parts of it that
are in subtitles, so that we
could cross over,” she
noted.

She further explained
that with the subtitles,
many were able to view
and understand the
‘Bajan’ colloquiums, so
that nothing was lost from
the experience.

Having been to the Pan
African Film Festival,
(PAFF) earlier this year,
she revealed that it had
been a very good experi-
ence, as it was the first
movie that they would
have shown there. She
noted that she was actu-
ally shocked by the re-

sponse received for the
film.

“It was very good to see
the response of everybody
who saw it and just to ex-
perience how they felt
about the movie. People
were really touched and I
was shocked by that. I
know Chrissy is an emo-
tional film, but I didn’t re-
alise how much Vigilante,
even though it was an ac-
tion movie, impacted peo-
ple because of the message
in the film and how wide
all of what’s happening is
in the film,” she noted.

The film has been
shown in New York for
Black History Month, as
well as in Atlanta, where
it premiered just the day
before it came back home

to premiere in the
Caribbean, all to full cin-
ema audiences.

From left: Ian McNeel of the McNeel Foundation, Ralph ‘Bizzy’ Williams of
William Industries and Sir Kyffin Simpson of Simpson Motors, reflect on the film
during the Cocktail portion of the event.

Cinema 1 of the Limegrove Theatres was packed with those who were eager to view the film.

‘Vigilante’
paves the way

Still a place for edutainment
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The PM added, “We are
saying that it is a little
awkward in the year 2015
to have to stand up and
instead of pledging alle-
giance to Barbados, to be
pledging allegiance to Her
Majesty the Queen. And
therefore, Errol Barrow
decolonised the politics,
and Owen Arthur de-
colonised the jurispru-
dence and Freundel
Stuart is going to com-
plete the process.”

He made it clear,
however, that while his
government intends to
make this step, the coun-
try will not be severing
any relationship with 
the British Crown or the
Commonwealth, and will
continue to subscribe 
to the values of the
Commonwealth.

“When we decolonised
our jurisprudence, we
were saying that our dis-
putes here in Barbados
should not have to be 
settled by anybody in
England and if we decide
that, it stands to reason
that it cannot make, or
continue to make sense
after 50 years of
Independence, that when
we go to get sworn in as
minister or whatever else,
that we are swearing to
be loyal to Her Majesty
the Queen, her heirs and
successors according to

God.”
He added, “We respect

her very highly and as 
I said, as Head of the
Commonwealth she will
continue to be, she and all
her successors will con-
tinue to be at apex of our
political understanding...
But in terms of Barbados’
political status, in terms
of its constitutional sta-
tus, we have to move from
a monarchial system to a
republican system of gov-
ernment in the very near
future.”

His comments came as
he argued that the coun-
try was already, for all
practical purposes, a re-
public and the only thing
that stood in its way is the
recognition of the Queen
as the head of state. But
he noted that this country
neither directly nor indi-
rectly chooses the British
monarchy, as there is a
line of succession “that
has nothing to do with the
masses of people in the
United Kingdom or across
the Commonwealth mak-
ing any choice”.

“So for all practical pur-
poses we are already a re-
public, we are a republic
in substance, but we are a
monarchy in form and we
now have to bring form
into some kind of consis-
tent relationship with
substance … and the DLP
is going to do that,” he in-
dicated. (JRT)

‘We have to move to
a republican system
of government’
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THE Humanities
Festival is back on 
the University of the
West Indies Cave Hill
Campus calendar of
events.

On Saturday night,
Dean of the Faculty
of Humanities and
Education, Dr. Jennifer
Obidah, officially
launched the revival of 
the week-long activities,
under the theme “Legacy,
Vision and Possibilities”.

The festival, created
during Professor Sir
Hilary Beckles’ tenure as
Dean of that Faculty, saw
the Principal and Pro-Vice
Chancellor of the Campus
celebrated as the 2015
Humanities Scholar.

During the opening 
ceremony held at the 
Roy Marshall Teaching
Complex, Dr. Obidah also
lauded Professor Hazel
Simmons-McDonald’s ef-
forts in continuing the fes-
tival; a festival which the
Dean proudly announced
is back on.

She stressed that the
humanities are impor-
tant, noting that it opens
many avenues for stu-
dents. Currently at the
Cave Hill Campus, aca-
demic disciplines in the
Humanities include
History, Languages,
Performing Arts and

Philosophy.
“Too often the misin-

formed may ask, ‘What
would you do with a
Humanities degree?’ And
I say, ‘What can’t you do 
as a Humanities major,’”
Dr. Obidah expressed.

“Scholars working in
the Humanities are some-
times described as ‘hu-
manists’.The Humanities
are academic disciplines
that study the human con-
dition,using methods that
are primarily analytical,
critical, or speculative,
as distinguished from 
the mainly empirical ap-
proaches of the natural
sciences. The Humanities
include ancient and mod-
ern languages, literature,
history, philosophy,
religion, and visual and
performing arts such as
music and theatre.”

On the night, celebrated
Humanities Scholar,
Professor Sir Hilary, de-
livered a lecture entitled
“Battle for Barbados:
Restoring Historical
Truth to the Public
Space”. The festival con-
tinues today with an
Inter-Campus Foreign
Language Theatre
Festival at the Walcott
Warner Theatre, Errol
Barrow Centre for
Creative Imagination
(EBCCI). (TL)

CELEBRATING SIR HILARY: Professor Sir Hilary
Beckles, Principal and Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, and
mastermind behind the Humanities Festival, was cel-
ebrated as the 2015 Humanities Scholar during the
opening ceremony on Saturday night. Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities and Education, Dr. Jennifer
Obidah, presented Sir Hilary with a special piece of
Haitian artwork.

Several academics and students of the Humanities and Education Department at
the Cave Hill Campus came out on Saturday night for the opening ceremony of
the Humanities Festival.

Humanities
Festival
returns



OVER the weekend the
Parent Teachers’
Association of the St.
Paul’s Primary School
hosted its first
Entrepreneurial Expo on
the school grounds.

It was opportunity for
entrepreneurs from the
community to come to-
gether and showcase their
products and services,
which included a wide
range of jewellery, clothing
and other textiles and even
massage.Fund Access and
Sagicor were also on hand
to provide advice to aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.

Exhibitors at the inau-
gural event included Omar
Kennedy (Author and Co-
founder of Animekon) and
Shannon Williams who
sold handmade products;
Shelley-ann Waithe -
Touch of Jewels Ceramics;
Jackie Phillips of Haute
Shoes & Accessories;
Allison James - Massage
Therapist of L’Taj;Collette
Lovemore - Design and
Decor; Jeffrey Hall of
Cinnamon Clothing;
Queenicia Inniss and
Celestine Clarke of
Fascinary Designs and
JeKayla Creations.
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Omar Kennedy (Author and Co-founder of Animekon) and Shannon Williams who sold handmade products.

Jackie Phillips of Haute Shoes & Accessories showcased a wide variety of shoes.

By Kerri Gooding

THERE are more new
technologies, measures
and changes being em-
barked upon and imple-
mented at the Barbados
Water Authority (BWA)
to enhance and improve
the services offered to
the growing clientele,
while reducing wastage
and outages.

Yesterday during the
church service to mark
World Water Day 2015
under the global theme
‘Water and Sustainable
Development’, the
Chairman of the Board of

Directors, Dr. Atlee
Brathwaite spoke of the ad-
vancements within the
local organisation aimed at
raising efficiency and effec-
tiveness.

Reporting on behalf of
the Minister of Agriculture,
Food, Fisheries and Water
Resource Development,Dr.
David Estwick, he said,
“Some of these [new tech-
nologies] are Supervisory
Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA),
Graphical Information
System (GIS), Hydraulic
Network Model (HNM) and
a new Customer
Information System (CIS).

This invasion of new
technologies into the
Authority, if you will per-
mit me to refer to them in
this manner, is all geared
towards one objective, that
is the improvement of our
delivery of service to our
many customers.”

Enlightening the congre-
gation at Our Lady Queen
of the Universe in Black
Rock, he explained,
“SCADA will allow for the
reservoirs and pumping
stations to be monitored
and controlled remotely,but
most importantly will give
us timely information on
the state of our pumping

systems and allow us to re-
spond to their faults much
earlier than we do at pres-
ent.

“GIS, along with the
Hydraulic Network Model,
will allow us to model and
predict the behaviour of our
water distribution systems
and thus we will have the
ability to manipulate them
to maximise our coverage
and minimise our outages
in case of unplanned bursts
or scheduled maintenance.

“The new Customer
Information System,which
will be complemented by a
cadre of appropriately
trained and friendly cus-

tomer representatives,will
allow for electronic access
by our customers to their
own accounts to make
queries or to make pay-
ments.”

Additionally, as the
Chairman of the Week of
Activities, Rev. Al Walcott
revealed, this week there
will be a Customer
Appreciation Day at the
Coles Building location in
Probyn Street.He said,“We
are trying to get some peo-
ple back to the new Coles
Building, which was closed
for about three years, but
we’re trying to push the
service, not just a payment

centre but as a service cen-
tre, back to the public, so
that they can come back
and interact with each
other.”

The BWA is now also reg-
ulated by the Fair Trading
Commission and poised to
move into its new head-
quarters in the Pine.

And just as Walcott
wants to public to use the
Coles Building Service
Centre, the Chairman
Brathwaite asked the staff
“to make every effort to
maintain our new sur-
roundings I the pristine
condition in which they
were handed over.”

Changes at BWA to improve services offered

St. Paul’s PTA puts
entrepreneurship 
in focus

SMART METER from
Front Page

His ideal was shared by
the Chairman of the Board
of Directors, Dr. Atlee
Brathwaite who delivered
remarks and issued the
call on behalf of the
Minister of Agriculture,
Food, Fisheries and Water
Resource Management,
Dr. David Estwick.

Brathwaite said, “I
would like to make an ap-
peal to those persons who
have been wilfully damag-
ing our new meters to de-
sist from this practice
since it is a cost to the
Authority,both in terms of
manpower and equipment
costs, to have the meter re-
placed,” it was further
pointed out.

He too stressed the ad-
vantages of the smart
meter to the customers.

He added, “These me-
ters have a feature which
can give an early alert vis-
à-vis possible leaks on cus-
tomers’ premises and high
water consumption, and
therefore place the cus-
tomer in the position of re-
sponding quickly in taking
the required corrective ac-
tion.”

To date the meter re-
placement is underway
and has started in the
parishes of St. James and
St. Thomas, which are
completed, “while some
areas in St. Joseph, St.
Andrew and St.John have
also had their meters
changed over.”

And Brathwaite prom-
ised,“The programme will
be completed in those
parishes which have al-
ready been started and
then move into the other
parishes.”

Several advantages in
store for customers



BRYDENS STOKES
copped two of the three
top spots when the 2015
Surfside Wellness
Centre Corporate Fat
Loss Challenge came to
an end recently.With 25
teams taking up the
challenge for the fourth
edition of the six-week
challenge, Team Vittel,
which falls under the
distributor, retained
their 2014 title when
the competition came
to an end on Saturday
night with an awards

ceremony held at the
Warrens location.

With Massy United
Insurance winning in
2012 and 2013, Vittel fol-
lowed in similar fashion to
take wins in 2014 and
2015.

Speaking to the
Barbados Advocate,
Programme Director
Georgina Naigaga ex-
plained the aim of the
challenge. “The goal was
to lose the most body-fat in
six weeks. The emphasis
was on body-fat rather
than body-weight because
your weight consists of
muscle, fat and water and
we wanted our partici-
pants to only focus on fat.
We explained that if you
are losing weight and you
are losing inches, you’re
going in the right direc-
tion. However, we empha-
sise that if you are losing
weight and you are not los-
ing inches, you might be
losing muscle.” she said.

At least five persons
were necessary to make
up a single team and this
year,with some companies
fielding several teams,
Naigaga said that this was
an encouraging trend.

“The challenge has
grown and we are glad
that companies are seeing
the value in these corpo-
rate challenges because
what they’re meant to do
is kick-start healthy
lifestyles.

CONT’D on Next Page
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Programme Director of the Corporate Fat Loss
Challenge Georgina Naigaga addressing awardees
on Saturday night.

Abigail Browne, Lizanne Parris, Paula Wilkinson, Shelly Mahy, Robert Earle, Reunel Agard, and Tyrone Springer brought home second place for Team Brunswick.

Sonia Sandiford, Shontelle Ramsay, Carolann Scott, Nicola Blackman and
Victoria Husbands of Republic Bank were able to nab third place with a
much smaller squad.

Vittel does the
double in Surfside
challenge
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Brar noted that in ad-
dition to Barbadians em-
ployed on the campus,
they are also helping
several small  enter-
prises, welcoming to the
campus three to four
caterers throughout the
week, who sell food to
the students. With that
in mind, Brar said that
once the school contin-
ues to get the level of
support it has been re-
ceiving from the
Barbados Government,
it is poised to expand
more and will be able to
boast of the enrolment
numbers of school estab-
lished decades ago.

Meanwhile, referring
to the proposed free

clinic the medical school
wants to establish here,
he said AUB is only now
awaiting the approval
from the relevant au-
thorities. According to
Dr. Brar, they are ready
to start the clinic as soon
as their applications are
approved. He indicated
that they have already
set aside a physical place
on the campus for the
clinic, and will in addi-
tion to offering free med-
ical treatment, also be
providing medication at
no cost to the patients.

“We have the doctors
here who have the certi-
fication, with the licence
to work here and we will
also be bringing in the
medication from India as
soon as they allow us,”
he stated. (JRT)

THE needs of persons
with disabilities
should be taken into
account when strate-
gies are devised to re-
duce the risk of disas-
ters.

That is according to
President of the Senate,
KerryAnn Ifill during her
attendance to the 3rd UN

World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction.

“I would like to encour-
age all persons when they
are making plans, when
looking at disaster risk re-
duction, to remember all
members of the commu-
nity whether they are vul-
nerable or not – all of us
have needs and we must

plan for all contingencies
wherever possible,” she
stressed.

The conference was
hosted by the Government
of Japan in co-operation
with the United Nations
office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR), as
Secretariat of the
International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction.

Participating Member
States reviewed the im-

plementation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action
(2005-15) and adopted a
Post -2015 framework for
disaster risk reduction.

“When the Millennium
Development Goals
(MDG’s) were imple-
mented in 2000, persons
with disabilities were left
out. Some people said it
was implied because they
didn’t actively exclude us,
but because we are often

forgotten, we need to be
more strident and more
heard. That is why it is
very important for us to
be a part of the post-2015
agenda.”

According to the
Senator, legislation is
needed at all levels for dis-
abilities. She said it is
needed not just in terms of
protection, but in terms of
making sure that all agen-
cies remember that they

have a specific mandate
to ensure that the dis-
abled are included.

“We have to be present
and visible for others to
remember to include us.
Therefore, I want to en-
courage persons with dis-
abilities that in every
forum and at every oppor-
tunity make your voices
heard, make your faces be
seen and be active and
participate.” (TL)

Place set for
AUB clinic

Senator Ifill: Take disabled persons into
account in disaster risk planning

CONT’D from Page 6

So if you are an
organisation looking for
a way to kick-start
workplace wellness, this
is a great way to do it.
What happens is that
during the challenge, the
camaraderie that is
formed, the support and
knowledge they gain,
they take all of that back
to their workplace.”

Noting that the
initiative was a good one
for companies to get
involved with, Naigaga
outlined some of the
benefits involved. “I think
this is important!
Healthier employees are
beneficial to any
company. If you have
healthier employees, you
do have an advantage
over your competitors.

The benefits include
reduced healthcare costs,
reduced absenteeism,
increased morale and
productivity and when
people are healthy, they
have more energy. They
can do more in less time.
The benefits are
countless and I think that
companies are
recognising that
workplace wellness is not
so much a cost as it is an
investment.The question
for corporate Barbados
shouldn’t be ‘How much
is this going to cost us?’. It
really should be ‘How
much will we save?” she
said.

Coming in behind
Vittel this year were
fellow Brydens Stokes
brand Brunswick, while
Republic Bank was third.
(MP)

Healthier employees
can benefit companies



COPENHAGEN – Russia
threatened to aim nuclear
missiles at Danish
warships if Denmark joins
NATO’s missile defence
system, in comments
Copenhagen called
unacceptable and NATO
said would not contribute
to peace.

Denmark said inAugust
it would contribute radar
capacity on some of its
warships to the missile
shield, which the Western
alliance says is designed to
protect members from
missile launches from
countries like Iran.

Moscow opposes the
system, arguing that it
could reduce the
effectiveness of its own
nuclear arsenal, leading to
a new Cold War-style arms
race.

In an interview in the
newspaper Jyllands-
Posten, the Russian
ambassador to Denmark,
Mikhail Vanin, said he did

not think Danes fully
understood the
consequences of joining the
program.

“If that happens,Danish
warships will be targets for
Russian nuclear missiles,”
Vanin told the newspaper.

Asked to respond,NATO
spokeswoman Oana
Lungescu said Denmark
was a staunch member of
the alliance and NATO
would defend all allies
against any threat.

"We have made clear
that NATO’s ballistic
missile defense is not
directed at Russia or any
country, but is meant to
defend against missile
threats. This decision was
taken a long time ago, so
we are surprised at the
timing, tone and content of
the statements made by
Russia’s ambassador to
Denmark,” she said.

“Such statements do not
inspire confidence or
contribute to predictability,

peace or stability,” she
added.

Tensions between
Moscow and the West have
grown since the imposition
of economic sanctions on
Russia over a pro-Russian
rebellion in eastern
Ukraine. NATO has
recorded increased activity
by the Russian navy and
air force in the Nordic
region.

No missiles are to be
placed on Danish soil
under the NATO program,
but they could be deployed
some day in Greenland, a
part of the kingdom,
according to Jyllands-
Posten.

“Denmark will become a
part of the threat against
Russia. It will be less
peaceful, and relations
with Russia will be
damaged,” Vanin said,
adding that Russia has
missiles which would be
able to penetrate the
future missile shield.

Denmark’s foreign
minister Martin Lidegaard
said Vanin’s comments
were unacceptable.

“Russia knows very well
that NATO’s missile
defense is not aimed at
them,” Lidegaard told
Jyllands-Posten.

NATO’s top military
commander, US Air Force
General Philip Breedlove,
told a Brussels conference
on Sunday that the
comments from the
Russian ambassador were
the “next step” in a
campaign against
countries that joined the
shield.

“Romania came under
great pressure when they
became a part of the
(missile shield). Poland is
coming under great
pressure and now anyone
else who wants to join in to
this defensive capability
will come under this
diplomatic and political
pressure,” Breedlove said.

MONROVIA, Liberia –
Liberians are overcoming
their fears of Ebola to
volunteer for a vaccine
trial.

The gruesome toll of
West Africa’s Ebola
outbreak,which has killed
more than 4 200 Liberians
of the more than 10 000
who have succumbed to
the disease, has
intensified efforts to find a
vaccine for a disease that
previously infected
relatively few people in
remote areas.

One year after the
World Health
Organisation declared the
Ebola outbreak, vaccine
trials are under way in
Liberia and Guinea.
Sierra Leone will start a
trial later this month.

In Liberia, scientists
have fanned out across the
country to explain the
studies and reduce the
fear and confusion that
have stymied efforts to
contain Ebola.

Dr. Stephen Kennedy,
the Liberian lead
investigator for the study,
was among the first people

to volunteer for the
vaccine trial, getting his
injection in front of the
media. Similarly, in
Guinea, authorities
started the study by
injecting a series of
prominent officials,
including the head of the
country’s Ebola response.

The outreach worked in
Liberia, where more than
700 people have
volunteered, well beyond
the 600 required,
according to Kennedy.

“All of the reservations I
have were explained, my
doubts were cleared,” B.
Emmanuel Lansana, a
physician’s assistant who
was the first person to
participate in the study,
said after he received his
injection.

Enrollment will close
soon for Liberia’s Phase 2
trial, which is testing two
vaccine candidates for
safety and for whether
they produce an immune
response.

“We’ve had no trouble
with enrollment,” said Dr.
Clifford Lane, the clinical
director of the US

National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, which is helping
to run the study. “This
study has been pulled off
in an extraordinarily
professional, competent
and efficient way.”

Liberia had not seen an
Ebola case in weeks before
one was confirmed Friday.
The low level of the
disease means that the
trial’s next phase may be
moved to Sierra Leone or
Guinea where the disease
is more prevalent, Lane
said. Phase 3 tests
whether the vaccines
actually prevent Ebola, so
it must be done in a place
with active transmission.

Doubters remain in
Liberia, of course. A
community chalkboard at
a busy intersection in
Monrovia recently read:
“Ebola vaccines 1 vs.
Public fear 4.”

Drame
Musokulamohadi, a
student who cuts hair on
the outskirts of the
capital, hissed twice when
asked about the vaccine
before declaring: “I don’t

get myself associated with
anything that is
associated with Ebola.”

However, because the
initial phase of the trial in
Liberia only needed a few
hundred people, the
pockets of mistrust are not
a hindrance.

Guinea could provide a
stiffer test. In addition to
vaccinating about 1 500
health workers,
investigators will test
vaccines by offering
injections to whole
communities around
select Ebola cases as early
as this week. That will
require getting a high-
level of participation;
about 60 per cent
compliance is hoped for,
said Dr. Marie-Paule
Kieny, who leads Ebola
vaccine research at the
World Health
Organisation.

“I don’t want to say that
everything is rosy,” she
said, but recently
resistance to Ebola control
efforts seems to have been
falling off in Guinea. “I
hope we will be able to
surf on this.”

Liberians overcome fear to volunteer
for Ebola vaccine trial 

Russia threatens to aim nuclear missiles
at Denmark ships if it joins NATO shield

IT is really remarkable how people are usually
showered with praise for something they have
done years after the fact, having endured
criticisms at the time of doing the good deeds. It is
human nature to behave like this, meaning
therefore that it will continue to be so for as long
as there is human existence.

Case in point is former Prime Minister Sir Lloyd
Erskine Sandiford who came up for special
mention at the recent Caribbean Economic Forum
at the Grande Salle of the Tom Adams Financial
Centre.

Sir Lloyd who put his own political career on the
line when he instituted a series of measures to
rescue the Barbados economy in the early 1990s,
is now being revered for the actions he took. His
policies are mentioned in the book “Turn Around”
authored by Dr. Peter Blair Henry, the guest
presenter at the forum.

The former PM who has since retired from active
politics took a decision to shed 2 000 jobs from the
local public service; cut the pay of those who
remained; placed a freeze on pay hikes; instituted
additional taxation on Barbadians; and amended
severance payments regulations (a decision
embraced by all who had earlier participated in a
mammoth march with public officers and 
some of whom said they had no confidence in the
Sandiford administration).

The then Prime Minister said those things were
done also to protect the Barbados dollar which
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was
demanding it devalued.

The measures did work in halting the slide in the
Barbados economy. However, Sir Lloyd’s party was
voted out of office in 1994 three years after the
measures were enacted.

Five years later he himself lost the St. Michael
South Seat he had held since 1971. Dr. Blair said
in the book that leadership’s sustained
commitment to the future paid great dividends for
Barbados although discipline sometimes carries a
great personal cost.

He acknowledged further that when asked by a
journalist whether the sacrifice was worth it, Sir
Lloyd replied: “I think that the price that I paid
was small in comparison to the good that came to
this country.”

Dr. Henry is not alone in this, as several others
would have commended the former Prime
Minister for the action he took, although at the
time not many had anything good to say about
him. Sir Lloyd had risen from obscurity to hero as
people continued to respect him for his approach
to economic management in those days.

In the post 1994 period Barbados made
enormous progress as the economy expanded,
living standards improved and unemployment
came down. The recovery was such that some of
the old habits which Sir Lloyd had sought to 
root out and correct reared their heads again
putting the country now where it came from 20
years ago.

Similar examples of what transpired in
Barbados in the early 1990s can also be found in
other countries and not just in politics, but in other
spheres of human activity.At the Forum broadcast
on radio and television Dr. Henry stressed the
important considerations for leadership as
discipline, clarity and trust. It seems that the
bigger picture is always missed at the time 
when things are being done. Let’s hope that 
there are lessons from that episode of the early
1990s.

Editorial

High praise
for Sir Lloyd

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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THE Barbados Light &
Power Company (Light
& Power) has made the
results of the renew-
able energy
Intermittent
Penetration (IP) Study
available on its web-
site. The Study’s find-
ings revealed that the
grid could support
much more renewable
energy than antici-
pated, and we look for-
ward to reviewing the
details with key stake-
holders later this
month.

Light & Power commis-
sioned the IP Study to
analyse the technical and
economic impacts of inter-
mittent renewable energy
sources, namely wind and
solar PV, on the utility’s
generation, transmission
and distribution system.
The results of the IP study
informed the Fair Trading
Commission’s (FTC’s) de-
cision to increase the re-
newable energy capacity
on the national grid
through the Renewable
Energy Rider (RER) pro-
gramme from 9MW to
20MW.

The IP study was the
first of its kind done by
Light & Power, and in-
cluded specialised and
complex wind and solar

models to help in deter-
mining the results. While
the FTC was ultimately
responsible for the deci-
sion to increase the allow-
able amount of intermit-
tent energy, the results of
the IP Study provided the
basis for their determina-
tion.

Light & Power’s
Manager, Systems
Planning and
Performance, Johann
Greaves said that the
study also provided rec-
ommendations on the
process for connecting in-
termittent renewables to
the system. ”We needed to
know of any changes re-
quired to our existing in-
terconnection standards
and the maximum allow-
able intermittent RE limit
that could be accommo-
dated on the existing sys-
tem without mitigation
measures. It was also im-
portant for us to be aware
of the measures and asso-
ciated costs required to ac-
commodate the increasing
intermittent renewable
energy penetration levels.”

He went on to say that,
“There are some miscon-
ceptions about role that
The Barbados Light and
Power Company (Light &
Power) plays in enabling a
renewable energy future

for Barbados. But we can
assure Barbadians that
we are committed to work-
ing with industry stake-
holders to find the right
energy solutions for
Barbados. Of paramount
importance are employee
and customer safety, and
the long term stability of
the grid. The impacts of
intermittent energy
sources on the stability of
the national grid must be
fully considered. We will
continue to protect the

stability and safety of elec-
tricity service for all
Barbadians.”

Light & Power remains
committed to working
with the Division of
Energy, the Fair Trading
Commission and other
stakeholders to meet or
exceed the national goal of
29% of electricity gener-
ated by renewable sources
by 2029. The IP study re-
port is available on the
BL&P website
(www.blpc.com.bb).

THE Barbados
Association of Medical
Practitioners (BAMP) has
noted the discussion dur-
ing the recent estimates
debate, concerning health-
care and the financing of
the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital (QEH). A
monthly dialogue between
the QEH administration
and doctors represented
by BAMP/JDA has been
established. However, it
would be inaccurate at
this time for us to declare
that “all is well”.
Stockouts of essential
items continue to plague
the hospital and tempo-
rary improvements in
funding are overshad-
owed by the lingering and
growing debt to suppliers.

It is therefore with deep
concern for the health of
our people  that we have
noted that the estimated
allocation to the QEH for
this financial year has
been reduced by $10 mil-

lion dollars. The facts re-
main, the QEH was al-
ready underfunded and
required large supple-
mentals in order to func-
tion. A planned cut in the
principle allocation,
mounting arrears to sup-
pliers, with no change of
the business model,
demonstrates a lack of
will or understanding on
the part of the govern-
ment to adequately ad-
dress the financing of the
hospital. Shortages of
basic and essential sup-
plies at the QEH  are
therefore bound to reoc-
cur in the next fiscal year,
in the absence of a defini-
tive plan aligned to the re-
duced allocation.

It is no longer accept-
able to say that a change
in healthcare financing is
forthcoming when it is
long overdue. We call for
the necessary, decisive
and corrective action to be
taken now.

Renewable energy intermittent
penetration study results published

Johann Greaves, Manager – Systems Planning and
Performance, The Barbados Light & Power Company.

BAMP on
healthcare

http://www.blpc.com.bb/
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Missing Boy
The Police are seeking the public’s assistance in
locating a missing boy.Missing is Lindy Owen London
11 years, of Arthur’s Hill, Bridge Cot, St. George. He
left home about 8:00 a.m. on March 19, 2015 and has
not been heard from since.

Description
Lindy is about four feet in height,of medium build and
has a dark complexion. He has a round head pointed
to the back and a flat forehead. His hair is kept low;
he has small brown eyes,a small bob nose and dimples
to both cheeks. Lindy is slightly bowlegged.

Anyone with information relative to the
whereabouts of Lindy London is asked to contact the
Emergency number 211,or the nearest Police Station.

Missing elderly man
The Police are seeking the public’s assistance in
locating a missing elderly man.Missing is Chesterfield
Hinds, 85 years of Parkinson Road, Fairfield,
St. Michael. He was last seen at his residence about
4:00 p.m. on March 20, 2015 and has not been seen or
heard from since.

At the time he was wearing a green tee shirt, a 3/4
Khaki cargo pants, a pair of black canvas shoes and a
black peak cap.

Description
Chesterfield is about 5’ 5” in height, of slim build and
has a dark brown complexion. He has a receding hair
line with black and grey hair.He has a round head and
face, no teeth and his posture is slightly bent forward.

Chesterfield frequents the Fairfield community.
Anyone with information relative to the

whereabouts of Chesterfield Hinds is asked to contact
the Emergency number 211, or the nearest Police
Station.

THE Royal Barbados
Police Force is seeking
the assistance of the
public in locating two
men wanted in
connection with
separate criminal

matters.
Wanted is Damian

Antonio Greaves, 28 years
of Harrisons Tenantry,
Crab Hill, St. Lucy, alias
“Ralph”. He is about 5’ 9”
in height, slim build and of

black complexion. He has
black hair, dark brown
eyes, and a bulbous nose.
Damian has a tattoo of a
skeleton on his left
forearm.

Also wanted is Rico

Sheronn Baptiste, 28
years of Water Street,
Christ Church, alias
“Boots or Sas”. He is about
5’ 4” in height, slim build
and of black complexion.
He has black hair, brown
eyes, pointed nose and a
tattoo of three five-point
stars on his right arm.

Damian Antonio
Greaves and Rico Sheronn
Baptiste are advised that
they can present
themselves to the Police
accompanied by an
attorney-at-law of their
choice.

Any person, who may
know the whereabouts of
Damian Antonio Greaves
and Rico Sheronn
Baptiste, is asked to
contact the Police
Emergency at telephone
number ‘211’, the nearest
police station or Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIPS
(8477).

The public is reminded
that it is a serious offence
to harbour or assist
wanted persons; any
person caught committing
this offence can be
prosecuted. Thank you for
your co-operation.

Missing persons

Damian Antonio Greaves Rico Sheronn Baptiste

Two men wanted by police
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ST. JAMES, Jamaica –
Prime Minister Portia
Simpson-Miller, says
Jamaica is on a mission to
meet its growth projections
to build the economy and
improve the quality of life
for all citizens of the coun-
try.

“As we move to achieve this
goal, we have kept sharp focus
on creating a more vibrant
economic environment in our
country for businesses, whether
small, medium or large, local or
foreign. Our goal is to facilitate
win-win investments that will
bring (investors) a good rate of
return, and also create the jobs

we desire for our people,” she
said.

She was speaking at Friday’s
official opening of Jamaica’s
first Hyatt-branded all-inclu-
sive resorts, the new Hyatt Ziva
Rose Hall and Hyatt Zilara
Rose Hall.

The Prime Minister, in 
her address, stressed the
Government’s commitment to
creating the nurturing environ-
ment for investments to suc-
ceed and welcomed the US$85
million investment by the de-
velopers, as a signal that “we
are doing it right”.

“That is why we are ensur-
ing that the fundamentals of

our economy are sound and
sure, as we accommodate
greater levels of foreign direct
investments. We are therefore
very delighted that the Hyatt
Zilara and Hyatt Ziva hotels
will be doing business in
Jamaica at this stage in our
economic progress,” she said.

“We recognise that by your
investment in these state-of-
the-art resorts, you are demon-
strating your confidence that
Jamaica will continue to be one
of the premier destinations, not
only in the region but globally,”
she noted further.

The Prime Minister said
tourism represents an area of

substantial growth, with the
sector generating approxi-
mately US$2 billion in earn-
ings annually, and some 
180 000 people are directly or
indirectly employed to the in-
dustry.

Provisional gross foreign 
exchange earnings from the 
industry are estimated at
US$2.2 billion for the period
January to December 2014.

“We want our industry to
grow not simply in quantity, but
in quality, and the new Hyatt
Ziva and Hyatt Zilara hotels
represent quality… Moreover,
these will fit admirably into two
specific areas of growth in

tourism around the world – lux-
ury travel and the all-inclusive
vacation experience,” the Prime
Minister noted.

Some 1 000 Jamaicans are
employed at the two properties,
which began welcoming guests
last December. Renovations are
still under way and should be
completed by year-end.

The Hyatt Zilara is desig-
nated as an adult-only location,
while Hyatt Ziva is for guests of
all ages.

The colourful opening cere-
mony included a showcase of
cultural performances in song
and dance, while guests also 
enjoyed local cuisine.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico –
The United States Coast
has transferred custody of
three smugglers from the
Dominican Republic and
466 pounds of cocaine to US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) Special
Agents here following an in-
terdiction in the Caribbean
Sea.

The interdiction off the coast
of Aguadilla, Puerto Rico on
Friday was the result of a
multi-agency international
law enforcement effort that
also involved the Dominican
Republic Navy.

The drug shipment was es-
timated to have a wholesale
value of about US$7 million,
the Coast Guard said.

While on a routine patrol
early on Tuesday, the Coast
Guard said a suspicious 20-
foot boat was detected, travel-
ling towards Puerto Rico.

The vessel, carrying three
people with what appeared to
be multiple bales of contra-
band onboard, was transiting
without the use of naviga-
tional lights.

It’s reported that the pas-
sengers onboard proceeded 
to “jettison their cargo over-
board”.

Shortly after, the three sus-
pected smugglers were appre-
hended and the suspected

drug shipment tested positive
for cocaine.

Since January 2014, the

Coast Guard has seized 15 671
kilograms of cocaine and 5 320
pounds of marijuana during

16 counter-drug interdictions
as part of Operation Unified
Resolve. It said the wholesale

value for these seizures is
worth more than US$524 mil-
lion.

PM says Jamaica on growth mission

Three smugglers, US$7 million in cocaine
seized by US Coast Guard in Caribbean Sea

The drug shipment was estimated to have a wholesale value of about US$7 million, the Coast Guard said. (CREDIT: COASTGUARDNEWS.COM)
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DIEGO MARTIN
CENTRAL MP Dr.
Amery Browne says a
small “clique” within
the People’s National
Movement wants to
put him under pres-
sure as he faces the
screening committee.

Sunday Guardian
learnt that Browne is
likely to be rejected
when he goes up for
screening next month.
On Saturday, a party 
insider indicated that
Arouca/Maloney MP
Alicia Hospedales and
La Brea MP Fitzgerald
Jeffrey were also likely
to be booted out.
Hospedales is expected
to be replaced by Senator
Camille Robinson-Regis,
lady vice chair of the
party.

Jeffrey, Browne and
Hospedales are the last
three sitting MPs to be
screened by the party.
On Friday, former Port-
of-Spain mayor Louis
Lee Sing and former fi-

nance minister Mariano
Browne said talk on the
ground was that Browne
and Hospedales would
not be on the PNM’s new
slate.

On Wednesday,
Laventille West MP
Nileung Hypolite and
MP for Laventille
East/Morvant Donna
Cox were rejected by the
party. Fitzgerald Hinds
was given the nod over
Hypolite. So far, the
PNM has selected 34
candidates, 30 of whom
are newcomers.

The four incumbents
are Dr. Keith Rowley,
Colm Imbert, Terrence
Deyalsingh and Marlene
Mc Donald. In response
to an e-mail on Friday,
Browne admitted that
“they are trying to put
Amery under pressure”
when told that he was
expected to be rejected
by the screening commit-
tee.

“Of course in the polit-
ical field at the ground

level I have encountered
a small clique that 
may wish to select and
control the prospective
representatives of the
people, but I fear them
not and they don’t dis-
tract me,” Browne wrote.

Browne said he was
nominated by ten PNM
party groups, including
the youth league. “The
three other nominees
only got five, two and one
party groups each.” He is
expected to be screened
with councillor Darryl
Smith and two others,
a T&T Guardian report
stated earlier this
month.

“With regard to my
own screening, I don’t
focus on any rivalries or
competition which are a
normal part of politics.
My focus has always
been on fair, decent and
energetic representation
... not based on personal-
ities and never on creat-
ing division based on
ethnicity.”

CARACAS, Venezuela –
At least 11 people have
been killed in Venezuela
when a bus rolled into
a ravine southwest of

Caracas.
Another 36 people were

injured in the crash,which
occurred yesterday as the
bus was travelling to visit
a lagoon.

The bus driver was

among the dead, accord-
ing to statements released
on Twitter by the National
Police and a highway
safety official.

The cause of the crash
was under investigation.
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GEORGE TOWN,
Cayman Islands –
Authorities say an
American tourist has
died while scuba diving
in waters off the Cayman
Islands.

The Royal Cayman
Islands Police Service
yesterday identified the
dead man as 70-year-old
Stephen Edward Van
Buren.

Van Buren was a resi-
dent of Conroe, Texas,
a town about 40 miles 

(64 kilometres) north of
Houston.

Police say Van Buren
was scuba diving with
others when he experi-
enced difficulty in the
water. He was pro-
nounced dead at a local
hospital.

He was diving off
Grand Cayman, the main
island in the British
Caribbean chain with
diving sites that often are
ranked among the world’s
best dive locations.

LONDON, United
Kingdom – Britain 
has warned travellers 
to the Caribbean about
contracting the
Chikungunya virus,
based on the dramatic in-
crease in the number of
people affected by the dis-
ease in the last year.

On Friday, Public
Health England (PHE)
said according to its lat-
est annual data, there
has been a 12-fold in-
crease from 24 cases in
2013 to 295 cases in 2014
in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

The majority of cases,
88 percent, were acquired
on trips to the Caribbean
and South America.

The outbreak, which
started in December 2013
in the French Caribbean
territory of St. Martin,
has now affected most of
the countries and territo-
ries in the Caribbean and
Americas.

“Chikungunya is an un-
pleasant viral illness that
can cause fever and joint
pains, which, in some pa-
tients, may persist for a
prolonged period,” said
Dr. Hilary Kirkbride,
head of PHE’s Travel and
Migrant Health.

“Prevention relies on
avoiding mosquito bites,
particularly around dusk
and dawn, when day bit-
ing mosquitoes are most
active, as there is no spe-
cific preventive medicine
or vaccination against
Chikungunya,” she
added.

Dr. Dipti Patel, joint 
director at Britain’s
National Travel Health
Network and Centre
(NaTHNaC), “strongly”
recommends that trav-
ellers seek pre-travel 
advice from their general
physician, a specialist
travel clinic or pharmacy
at least six to eight weeks
before they travel.

Diego Martin Central
MP, Dr. Amery Browne.

British visitors to the
Caribbean warned
about spread of
Chikungunya virus

Police: Texas tourist
dies in Cayman
Islands after dive

Bus accident kills at
least 11 in Venezuela

Diego Central MP admits
pressure from ‘PNM clique’
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KABUL, Afghanistan –
Afghan women’s rights ac-
tivists dressed head-to-toe in
black broke with tradition
yesterday to carry the coffin
of a woman who was beaten
to death by a mob in the cap-
ital Kabul over allegations
she had burned a Quran.

The mob of men beat 27-year-
old Farkhunda before throwing
her body off a roof, running over
it with a car,setting it on fire and
throwing it into a river near a
well-known mosque.

The attack was apparently
sparked by allegations that
Farkhunda, who like many
Afghans has just one name, had
set fire to a Quran. But
Afghanistan’s most senior detec-
tive said no evidence had been
found to support those claims.

Video of the assault taken with
cellphones has circulated widely
since the attack on Thursday.The
killing has shocked many
Afghans and led to renewed calls
for justice and reform.

“We want justice for
Farkhunda, we want justice for

Afghan women. All these injus-
tices happening to Afghan
women are unacceptable,” said a
prominent women’s rights ac-
tivist who goes by the name Dr.
Alima.“In which religion or faith
is it acceptable to burn a person
to death? Today is a day of na-
tional mourning and we will not
keep quiet.”

President Ashraf Ghani, now
in Washington on his first state
visit to the United States since
taking office in September, con-
demned the killing as a “heinous
attack”and ordered an investiga-
tion.

LONDON – A Turkish opposi-
tion lawmaker said Sunday he is
helping the families of nine
British medical students and
doctors believed to have crossed
into Syria from Turkey.

Mehmet Ali Ediboglu said the
family members are at the
Turkey-Syria border on Sunday
trying to find the students. He

said he believed the students
have crossed into northern
Syrian territory controlled by
the Islamic State group.

The students traveled to-
gether from Sudan, where they
were studying, to Istanbul, ac-
cording to Turkish and British
media reports.

A 19-year-old student mes-

saged her relatives by phone
earlier this month to say that
she had arrived in Istanbul and
that she wanted to volunteer,
helping wounded Syrians in
hospitals, reports said.

Britain’s Foreign Office said
it was providing assistance to
the families and that it has
asked Turkish police to try to

find out where the students are.
About 700 Britons have trav-

eled to Syria to join extremists,
authorities say, and critics say
police should do more to try to
stop young people — many of
them teenagers — from making
the journey. Many travel to
Turkey, using it as a jumping off
point to enter Syria.

Afghanistan buries
woman beaten to
death by mob

Afghan women carry the coffin of Farkhunda, 27, who was lynched by an angry mob for 
allegedly burning the Koran, in central Kabul on March 22, 2015.

9 British medical students feared to be in Syria via Turkey



TUNIS – Tunisia’s
President Beji Caid
Essebsi said yesterday that
a third gunman involved
in an attack that killed 23
people, mostly foreign
tourists, at a Tunis mu-
seum last week was on the
run.

The shootings at the mu-
seum inside Tunisia’s par-
liament compound was one
of the worst militant at-
tacks in Tunisian history
and brought to light the
threat posed by Islamist
militants to the young
democracy, four years after
its “Arab Spring” revolt.

Two gunmen were shot
dead at the scene and au-
thorities have so far ar-
rested more than 20 peo-
ple, of which ten officials
believe were directly in-
volved in the attack. Some
had recently returned from
fighting for Islamist mili-
tant groups in Syria and
Libya.

“For sure there were
three because they have
been identified and filmed
on surveillance cameras,”
Essebsi said in a televised
interview with Europe 1
radio, iTELE and Le

Monde newspaper.
“There are two who were

executed and one who is on
the run somewhere.But in
any case, he won’t get far,”
Essebsi said.

A Tunisian security
source said investigations
were still ongoing, but the
third suspect appeared to
have been involved in di-

recting the attack and lo-
gistics, rather than as a
gunman.He was known to
authorities as an extrem-
ist, the source said.

Tourism minister Salma
Loumi told state news
agency TAP that world
leaders had been invited to
participate yesterday in a
planned march against ter-

rorism in Tunis.
Islamic State militants –

who have taken over parts
of Iraq and Syria – have
claimed responsibility for
the attack. But social
media accounts tied to an
al Qaeda-affiliated group
in Tunisia have also pub-
lished purported details of
the operation.

ADEN – Houthi fighters
opposed to Yemen’s pres-
ident took over the cen-
tral city of Taiz in an es-
calation of a power strug-
gle diplomats say risks
drawing in neighbouring
oil giant Saudi Arabia
and its main regional
rival Iran.

Residents of Taiz, on a
main road from the capi-
tal Sanaa to the country’s
second city of Aden, said
that Houthi militias took
over the city’s military
airport without a strug-
gle from local authorities
late on Saturday.

Eyewitnesses in the
central province of Ibb re-
ported seeing dozens of
tanks and military vehi-
cles headed southward
from Houthi-controlled
areas toward Taiz, while
activists in the city said
Houthi gunmen shot into
the air to disperse
protests by residents
demonstrating against
their presence.

Conflict has been
spreading across Yemen

since last year when the
Houthis seized the capi-
tal Sanaa and effectively
removed President Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi,
who now seeks a come-
back from his base in
Aden.

The advance of the
Iranian-backed group has
angered Sunni Gulf Arab
states led by Saudi
Arabia.

The Houthi spread into
mostly Sunni areas in the
centre and west have led
to months of clashes with
local tribes and al Qaeda,
raising fears that the
poor and heavily armed
country at the base of the
Arabian peninsula might
descend into civil war.

Intervention
The United Nations

Security Council was 
set to discuss Yemen after
Hadi, a U.S. ally,
accused the Houthi mili-
tia of staging a coup and 
appealed to the 
U.N. for “urgent interven-
tion”.

SINGAPORE – Lee
Kuan Yew, who founded
modern Singapore and
was both feared for his
authoritarian tactics
and admired for turn-
ing the city-state into
one of the world’s rich-
est nations, died yester-
day, the government
said. He was 91.

Lee was admitted to
Singapore General
Hospital on Feb. 5 for se-
vere pneumonia and was
later put on life support.

The Prime Minister’s
Office said in a statement
posted on its website that
Lee “passed away peace-
fully” at the hospital at
3:18 a.m. yesterday.

The country’s first and
longest-serving prime
minister, Lee guided
Singapore through a trau-
matic split with Malaysia
in 1965 and helped trans-
form what was then a
sleepy port city into a
global trade and finance
centre. Although he could
have remained in office for
much longer, he stepped
aside and handed over
leadership of the ruling
party,and the country, to a
younger generation in

1990.Still,he remained an
influential behind-the-
scenes figure for many
more years until his health
deteriorated.

“In the end, my greatest
satisfaction in life comes
from the fact that I have
spent years gathering sup-
port, mustering the will to
make this place merito-
cratic, corruption-free and
equal for all races – and
that it will endure beyond
me, as it has,” Lee said in
his 2013 book, “One Man’s
View of the World.”

President Barack
Obama once called Lee
“one of the legendary fig-
ures of Asia in the 20th
and 21st centuries.”

“He is somebody who
helped trigger the Asian
economic miracle,”Obama
said after meeting Lee at
the White House in
October 2009.

U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon said he was
“deeply saddened”by Lee’s
death. He noted that
Singapore is marking its
50th anniversary of inde-
pendence this year, and
“its founding father will be
remembered as one of the
most inspiring Asian lead-

ers,” according to a state-
ment released by Ban’s
spokesman.

Ban said Lee helped
Singapore “transition from
a developing country to
one of the most developed
in the world, transforming
it into a thriving interna-
tional business hub.”

Lee’s legacy includes an
efficient government with
little corruption, low tax
rates to attract foreign in-
vestment,excellent schools
and clean and safe streets,
all of which have helped
Singapore rank consis-
tently near the top of sur-
veys of the most livable
cities for expatriates.

He faced criticism,
though, for using tough
tactics to consolidate
power. He jailed some po-
litical rivals without trial
for decades and brought
defamation lawsuits
against journalists and op-
position politicians, which
had a chilling effect on dis-
sent.

Lee insisted that strict
limits on free speech and
public protest were neces-
sary to maintain stability
in a multiethnic and multi-
religious country that wit-

nessed race riots in the
1960s. That stability, he
added, was needed to en-
able growth and raise liv-
ing standards in a country
with few natural re-
sources.

“I had to do some nasty
things, locking fellows up
without trial,” Lee said in
an interview with The
New York Times published
in September 2010. “I’m
not saying everything I did
was right. But everything
I did was for an hon-
ourable purpose.”

Lee, whose People’s
Action Party has ruled
Singapore since 1959, re-
mained a powerful adviser
with Cabinet minister sta-
tus after stepping down as
prime minister, and many
Singaporeans,particularly
older ones, viewed him as
a wise, if strict, father fig-
ure.

Lee gave up his Cabinet
minister post and resigned
from the executive com-
mittee of the People’s
Action Party after 2011
parliamentary elections in
which the ruling party
won its lowest overall vote
percentage since inde-
pendence.

One of his sons, Lee
Hsien Loong, is
Singapore’s current prime
minister. He also is sur-
vived by another son, Lee
Hsien Yang, and a daugh-
ter, neurologist Lee Wei
Ling.His wife of more than

60 years, Kwa Geok Choo,
died in October 2010.

The Prime Minister’s
Office said arrangements
for the public to pay re-
spects and for the funeral
proceedings will be an-
nounced later.
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In this March 20, 2013, file photo, Singapore's
first Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew attends the
Standard Chartered Singapore Forum in
Singapore. Singapore's first and longest-serving
prime minister Lee Kuan Yew died yesterday, the
prime minister's office said. He was 91. 

People walk by as as a police officer guards the National Bardo Museum in
Tunis, Tunisia, Thursday, March 19, 2015.

Lee Kuan Yew, founding father of
modern Singapore dies at 91

Houthis seize strategic
Yemeni city, escalating
power struggle

Tunisian president says third suspect 
in museum attack on the run
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THE head of a locally-owned general
insurance company is calling on
Barbadians and credit union
members in particular, to give it
more support rather than sending
all of their business to the foreign
insurers operating in Barbados.

Anton Lovell, who heads up the
Co-operators General Insurance
Company Limited,which is owned by the
credit union movement here, made the
call in an address to the annual general
meeting of the Light and Power
Employees Co-operative Credit Union

Limited. Lovell said that credit union
members in Barbados appear not to know
the connection between the credit union
and the Co-operators General Insurance
Company Limited.

“There are still too many credit union
members out there who are insured with

our competitors and most of these
companies, as you know, are foreign
owned,” Mr. Lovell said.

“The fact that you are the owners of an
insurance company should not be taken
for granted,” he further stated.

SUPPORT on Page 3

From left are Trevor Williams, Randy Graham, Anton Lovell and Drayton Carter.

Insurance company
head calling for 

more local supportINSURE WITH US
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LIME, Barbados’ leading
telecommunications pro-
vider, has much to be happy
about after the company’s
‘Appy’ campaign, conceptu-
alised by Red Advertising &
Marketing Limited to edu-
cate consumers about the
many benefits of mobile ap-
plications, collected six
ADDY Awards from the
American Advertising
Federation.

Red landed two gold and four
silver awards on LIME’s behalf
for work done across several
media platforms including
newsprint, regional radio, spe-
ciality advertising, integrated
consumer campaigns and music.

The ‘Appy’ summer campaign
found favour with the judges
and received a gold award for
regional press, along with
awards for the accompanying
‘Appy’ jingle, which was penned
and performed by Edwin
Yearwood.

Red also delivered a gold
award for LIME’s 4G ‘Anywhere’
jingle which was produced by
LIME Ambassador Jus Jay and
performed by alternative/hip-
hop band NexCyx.

“It is gratifying to know that
in the face of very fierce compe-
tition from our rivals, our mar-
keting and advertising came out
on top this year,” said Rachel
Pilgrim, head of marketing and
corporate communications,
LIME.

“The result was even more re-
warding given the high level of
simulation our campaigns faced
this year. They say imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery but
it doesn’t win awards or build
business.”

Red also facilitated LIME’s
recent ‘Upgrade to the #1 net-
work’ rebrand.

Robert MacGeoch, Red’s Head
of Account Management, com-
mented on the results.

“We were thrilled to once
again deliver fantastic creative
and business results for LIME.
From a marketing perspective,
the telecoms industry is a very
challenging space but we were
happy to see that our cam-
paigns, especially the ‘Appy’
campaign, resonated strongly
with consumers,” he said.

Red Advertising & Marketing
Limited once again dominated
the local advertising award haul

with 39 awards overall, includ-
ing 12 gold awards and the pres-
tigious Judges’ Choice Award for
Art Direction.

This year’s ADDY Awards –
the creative award show of the
American Advertising
Federation (AAF) of which the

Caribbean Advertising
Federation (CAF) is a member –
attracted a record 995 entries
from 51 companies.

‘APPY’ TIMES! Rachel Pilgrim, head of marketing and corporate communications, LIME,
poses for a selfie with Robert MacGeoch, Red’s head of account management, and Tracey Garcia,
Red’s co-creative director. 

Red delivers 
‘Appy-ness’ for LIME



FROM the fiscal year
starting 2015/2016
Government will be tran-
sitioning out of the cash
reporting and into the ac-
crual system of reporting.

This has been revealed
by Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister,
Christopher Sinckler, as

the curtain came down on
the debate of the
Estimates for the forth-
coming fiscal year start-
ing April 1.

“As part of the ongoing
process after seven years,
from the financial year
2015 /2016 Government’s
deficit overall and recur-

rent, will be reported on
an accrued basis. In other
words we are transi-
tioned out of the cash re-
porting,” according to
him.

“Cash accounts will
still be maintained in the
Estimates as that shows
the Government’s income

statement,”the Minister
said.

He recalled that from
2006/2007 the Estimates
of Revenue and
Expenditure were pre-
sented on an accrual
basis comprising both
cash and non cash trans-
actions. this was done as

the government transi-
tioned into accrual ac-
counting.

“Previously the
Government of Barbados
prepared the Estimates
of Revenue and
Expenditure on a cash
basis only which meas-
ured moneys paid out and

revenue actually re-
ceived,” the Minister said.

Under the accrual basis
of accounting revenues
are recorded when
earned or when they be-
come due, while expendi-
ture is recorded when it is
incurred.

According to the
Minister, “under the ac-
crual system of account-
ing government reports
its fiscal operations in
terms of an operating
statement. the operating
statement is similar to a
profit and loss statement
and is calculated showing
revenue minus expenses.

Sinckler said that it
should be noted that ex-
penses are costs of carry-
ing on the business and
do not include capital out-
lays.

SUPPORT from Page 1

Lovell said that ever
since he joined
Cooperators General he
has been trying to per-
suade credit union mem-
bers and Barbadians that
Cooperators General
should be the insurance
company of choice.

According to him,“I con-
tinue to emphasise the
point which you too
should consider.”

Saying that profits and
dividends from
Cooperators General
Insurance are paid out to
member credit unions,
Lovell queried whether
individual credit unions
in Barbados are paid div-
idends from other insur-
ance companies.

“So again when you put

your faith in these insur-
ance companies I figure if
you placed it in
Cooperators General,
business will flow back to
your credit union, and to
you,” he reasoned.

“These things we have
to focus on and to think
seriously about,” he ad-
vised.

Lovell said that for ex-
ample, if Cooperators had
to offer extremely low
rates compared to some of
the other insurers there
is a segment of the local
population that would
never insure with
Cooperators.

“Other companies are
growing and doing well
because they have the
support of certain seg-
ments and despite the
premiums are higher

than ours they won’t in-
sure with Cooperators,”
he maintained. Lovell
blamed tghe management

at some credit unions for
this since they do not
pushed Cooperators as
they should.

The official added that
they have seen instances
where people who are un-
able to get coverage with

other companies for one
reason or another tend to
turn to Cooperators as a
last resort. (JB)

THERE has still been
no official word as yet
on the decision by
Barbados on the
merger between Cable
and Wireless
Communication and
Columbus
Communication.

A decision had been
promised last week by
both the Fair Trading
Commission (FTC), the
local regulator, and the

Minister with responsi-
bility for that sector,
Donville Inniss.

A deadline for the
decision was also widely
anticipated by Cable 
and Wireless by at least
the end of the first 
quarter of 2015 following 
the announcement of 
the proposed acquisition
last November.

Inniss had said that
whatever decision the

FTC makes he will be
going along with it 
given the professionalism
of the Commission’s 
staff and its ability 
to deal with such 
matters.

Cable and Wireless one
of the leading telecom-
munication’s companies
in Barbados and in the
region, is acquiring
Columbus
Communications for

Bds$6 billion. It has also
promised a broad range
of improved services.

There are many who
believed that Barbados
will go along with the
merger just as Jamaica
has done.

“Barbados will benefit
from more than 
$100 million in new in-
vestments, something the
country will not be ignor-
ing,” said a Intervenor

who comments on such
issues. He also said that
Barbados’ development
in the area of telecommu-
nications stemmed from
the role played by Cable
and Wireless.

Countries in the
Caribbean have been 
advised not to go along
with the acquisition 
on the grounds that 
it will create a monopoly
in the telecommunica-

tions market.
“But you have to look

at the bigger picture and
what even the previous
monopoly status has
done for Barbados in ad-
vancing the pace of
telecommunications de-
velopment.”

Inniss in his statement
said that mergers and ac-
quisitions are part of the
new phenomenon taking
place globally.
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Some members of the Light and Power Employees Cooperative Credit Union Limited at their meeting.

THE Barbados
Government anticipates
some $953.5 million from
theValue Added Tax (VAT)
during the next financial
year.

This projection is con-
tained in the Draft
Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the com-
ing year.

VAT is the principal tax
under the goods and serv-
ices category which ac-
cording to the Draft
Estimates should realise
at least $1.2 billion this
coming year.

The Approved
Estimates had shown that
VAT which is levied at 17.5
per cent, was expected to

bring  in $927.8 million
and the Revised Estimates
$914.4 million.

Overall Government is
seeking to raise $2.5 bil-
lion in revenue while
Estimated Total
Expenditure is $4.3 billion.

In other related tax
news, Government is also
looking to collect $132.5

million from excise duties,
$48 million from road
taxes, $25 million from
taxes on insurance compa-
nies and $18 million from
Bank Asset Tax.

As for the controversial
Municipal Solid Waste
Tax, the Estimates are
projecting $35 million
from this source over the

coming year  and $30 mil-
lion from the
Consolidation Tax.

Income taxes are ear-
marked to bring in $480.4
million, Corporate taxes
$186.7 million and prop-
erty taxes $134.6 million,
with the bulk of that –
$115.1 million – coming
from land taxes.

Still no word on CWC-Columbus merger

Uphill battle
persuading credit
union members
and others

$953.5 Million in VAT projected to be collected

Finance Minister: Gov’t to transition into new system of reporting



FREDDIE HILL of Fas
entertainment expects
another successful
Barbados Reggae
Festival with a string of
top artist and a consis-
tent quality show.

Hill has always ex-
pressed that the entertain-
ment sector can thrive
with the requisite support
and that it is an area that
employs persons not only
directly such as artist but it

creates business indirectly
such as taxi drivers, ven-
dors, boutiques, salons etc.

The Reggae Festival at
the end of April has become
a major event on the
Barbados calendar after
only starting in 2005, the
event is eagerly antici-
pated not only by locals but
by visitors and one of the
Directors of FAS
Entertainment Al Gilkes
put it simply “we ensure

we produce a quality event
each year because it is a
business.”

FAS Entertainment was
established in 2004 and
the group held the first
Reggae on the Hill in 2005
which then blossomed.

Many in the tourism in-
dustry have highlighted
the importance of niche
events especially to drive
business in summer and
also to drive spend.Driving

business in the summer is
an area that we are work-
ing on to strengthen
tourism in Barbados was
the implication made by
Chief Executive Officer of
BTMI (Barbados Tourism
Marketing, Inc) William
‘Billy’ Griffith.

He recently reported, “A
large part of our enthusi-
asm stems also from our
new marketing philosophy,
which will be driven by a
stronger digital marketing
consciousness than ever
before. While we are en-
couraged by these results
we are very cognizant that
one or two great months is
not the panacea.The battle
for growth and sustainabil-
ity for visitor arrivals will
not be won solely by winter
performances. It will re-
quire greater effort and
more targeted marketing
activity in the summer and
fall months.”

Al Gilkes, one of the
Directors of FAS entertain-
ment spoke to Business
Monday previously, he re-
ported, “The [then]
Barbados Tourism
Authority (BTA) and the
Minister of Tourism, has
recognised that at the end
of April after the winter
season has slowed there is
a spike at the end of April
then goes back down until
Crop Over. They have re-
searched this and have re-
ported that the spike is the
impact of the reggae festi-
val in terms of attracting
visitors both regional and
international”.

Gilkes added, “The cali-

bre of artist we have
booked through the years,
they have international
stature and without pro-
moting externally but by
association with the best
acts in the game the event
is promoted.The Barbados
Reggae Festival is recog-
nised internationally as
one of the main reggae fes-
tivals in the world. The
Minister of  Tourism recog-
nises the impact that the
festival has on Barbados
and the possibilities of fur-
ther growth, they have
taken it on their own to
start promoting it, we do
realise that they are limita-
tions due to the economic
challenges but they are
promoting the festival in
different markets as much
as they can at this time.”

However he did stress,
that the entertainment in-
dustry must be treated like
a business, the intercon-
nected linkages and the
multiplier effect is a posi-
tive impact on the econ-
omy.“One of major issues is
that people don’t respect
entertainment whether
artist,producers as a legit-
imate business, in the
world there is no bigger
business component to any
economy that the business
of entertainment.We were
very happy we were able
to create a business that
started out successful and
the success not only in
terms of having a good
turnout but we continue to
improve and leave a last-
ing impression,” he noted.
(NB)
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Niche events create business,
spending during the summer period

Chief Executive Officer
of BTMI William ‘Billy’
Griffith.

One of the Directors of FAS Entertainment, Al Gilkes 



GOVERNOR of the
Central Bank of
Barbados (CBB), Dr.
Delisle Worrell, has
reaffirmed that in
Barbados we need to
stick to our
fundamental
principles.

He made brief
comments following the
Barbados Central Bank
of Barbados 2nd
Caribbean Economic
Forum at the Grande
Salle. “The efforts of our
recent past offer
guidance for the
Caribbean today. The
problems are different,
but the fundamental
principles we must
employ in addressing
them are the same. It is
still true that disciplined
policies that look to the
medium term are key to
successful economic
adjustment and growth,”
he stated.

Dr. Peter Blair Henry,
Second Distinguished
Visiting Fellow and Dean
of New York University’s
Leonard N. Stern School
of Business describes

discipline as sustained
commitment to a
pragmatic growth
strategy executed with a
combination of
temperance, vigilance
and flexibly that values
the long-term prosperity
of the entire population
over the short-term
enrichment of any
particular group of
individuals.

“To grow our economies
we must incentivise
people to save and invite
in physical and human
capital to innovate and
employ workers where
they are most productive.

“The role of leaders is
to define reality and give
hope. The reality is that
growth has been
shrinking in the
Caribbean. Countries are
indebted, government
needs to make hard
decisions to drive future
growth and that is hard
for the average man on
the street because it
means in the short term
less money, etc.,” Dr.
Henry explained.

The Economist further

stressed that, “Leaders
must communicate and
be honest with people
where countries are.
Everything can’t be free,
people who can afford
should pay and people
that can’t should not
until they are able to.

This is really what we
mean by discipline, a
long-term view with a
vision of what is good for
the population as a whole
over any one person.
What leader will do that.
A leader with courage.”
(NB)
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 23rd, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.15482    2.19522              
Pound Sterling £ 2.97581    3.03160              
Canadian $ 1.58120 1.61428
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.15077      2.19522              
Pound Sterling £ 2.97022 3.03160              
Canadian $ 1.57821 1.61428              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.11967 2.20893
Pound Sterling £ 2.92727 3.05053              
Canadian $ 1.56928 1.61570              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01739
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31551

Discipline key to growth 

BARBADOS is at a
crossroads. That was the
word coming from Dr.Peter
Blair Henry, Second
Distinguished Visiting
Fellow and Dean of New
York University’s Leonard
N. Stern School of
Business.

Dr. Henry indicated,
“Barbados faces difficult
questions. Being
downgraded makes it hard
to borrow and I think the
country has to show, to
maintain a fixed exchange
rate, that it has the
discipline to bring
expenditure in line with
revenues, so the country
can be on a [sustainable]
path.”

The author of numerous
academic articles and
books, Dr. Henry is best
known for a series of
publications that overturn
conventional wisdom on
the topics of debt relief,
international capital flows,
and the role of institutions
in economic growth. An
expert on the global
economy,Dr.Henry led the
external economic advisory
group for then-Senator
Barack Obama’s
presidential campaign in
2008.Following the historic
victory on November 4, Dr.
Henry was chosen to lead

the Presidential Transition
Team’s review of
international lending
agencies such as the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank.

He made the
observation, “There are
tough choices to make,
Barbados has achieved a
high level of development
by providing free education

and health care, but it has
come to the point where it
has to grapple with the
questions, can we afford to
keep providing the social
services of the level it has
before in the past, it does
not mean not investing in
people. Are those who can
afford to pay to send their
children to the university
paying or for health care;so
that we can begin to

prioritise Government
resources to help those who
can’t afford or invest in
infrastructure. Means
testing can determine
those who can afford to pay
for those resources.”

Ease of doing business
is critical
The Economist added that,
“A number of publications
that have reported on
Barbados has shown that
the country has done well
in quality of work force but
the ease of doing business,
government regulations
remain a challenge. How
do you unleash the power of
the private sector, how do
you make it easy for
entrepreneurs to start
businesses? We talk a lot
in the Caribbean about the
informal economy but
many of them stay
underground.The benefits
of remaining informal are
high but this impedes
growth,employ less people
therefore you want to
create a system that they
can be part of the formal
sector ...yes enforce the law,
but recognise you can’t
make it hard for people to
follow regulations, it is
important to create a
vibrant private sector.”
(NB)

Tough choices to be made SECOND Distinguished
VisitingFellowandDeanof
New York University’s
Leonard N.Stern School of
Business, Dr. Peter Blair
Henry, has advised young
people to embrace change.

While visiting Barbados
last week, the Dean
advised young persons,
“You have to be prepared
to have skills that are going
to lead you through
potentially a number of
different careers.When you
come to the Stern School of
Business the most
important thing you can do
is to learn how to solve
problems and create value
in the world, it is important
that our students can do
that, as a business person
you are solving problems
for your clients.”

Dr. Henry also outlined
the fundamentals for
turnaround in the
Caribbean that of
discipline,clarity and trust.
He explained,“Discipline is
a sustained commitment to
a long-term vision. ...The
common element needs to
be the willingness to
undertake the steps to
achieve that vision but
sometimes you have to
change course.Manley had
a tremendous vision for
Jamaica but he worked
against the market and
that undermined
prosperity. The

government can’t do
everything for all people,
there is a role for
Government but they have
to ask tough questions.”

The Economist added,
“In terms of clarity,
countries that turn
themselves around did so
when their leaders
demonstrated a clear
direction. As a leader you
have to deliver clarity one
of the most powerful
examples of clarity I came
across comes from
Barbados, in the 1990s
Barbados was faced with a
tremendous crisis,the IMF
came to the island and said
this peg of the Barbados
dollar to US dollar has to
go, the country needs to
export more, etc. ... The
leadership said we are not
doing that, Barbadian
leadership stood up even
though it was
controversial. Prime
Minister Sandiford never
returned to power, he was
interviewed and he said
the price I paid was small
price to save the country.
Trust has to be earned,
discipline, plus clarity
brings truth. There are a
lot of angry citizens in the
Caribbean because they
are saying you are the
educated,and you have not
delivered prosperity for us
and they are justified.”
(NB)

Leadership is action

Dr. Peter Blair Henry, Dean of New York University’s
Leonard N. Stern School of Business.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

ONE of the things that will
be tested over the course of
the next year, is whether
Government will indeed be
able to lower its fiscal deficit,
as it had down over the last
year or so.

The Minister of Finance and
Economic Affairs, Christopher
Sinckler, is confident this will
happen.

Over the past 19 months,
Government has been pursuing
a relentless and tough pro-
gramme to bring order to its fis-
cal position,while also preparing
the island’s economy for a new
thrust in economic growth.

It was expected, therefore, that
the Estimates, which outline
both government revenue and
spending programme for the
coming financial year, would be
a time to review what went on in
the economy over the period.

In the debate on the Estimates
last week, the Minister said that,
overall, the fiscal programme in-
stituted over the 19-month pe-
riod (August 2013 to March
2015) was a success. The fiscal
consolidation adjustment pro-
gramme was aimed at reducing
spending and growing the econ-
omy.

“As a government, we sought
to maintain the quality of social
services,and that caused the ex-
penditure to grow,”he said in the
House of Assembly.

“So that it is against that back-
drop that the current fiscal ad-
justment programme was
launched,” according to the
Minister.

“The programme was ex-
tremely successful during 2014/
2015. We have got a primary
deficit for the first time in a num-
ber of years,and our fiscal deficit
was almost half,” the Minister
said.

That means,whereas this time
last year the deficit was almost
12 per cent of GDP, the figures
revealed by the Minister put it
this time around at about 7.2 per
cent of GDP.

It would be recalled, however,
that in 2010 Government had
instituted a major programme
to correct the fiscal imbalances,
with the deficit then running at
about eight per cent of GDP. An
increase in the VAT from 15 per
cent to 17.5 per cent was among
the principal tax adjustment
measures, along with expendi-
ture cuts to combat the deficit at
that time.

By 2011, it was down to four
per cent.

However, that was not carried
forward,and by late 2014, it had
shot back up to more challenging
proportions. That 12 per cent is
now down to 7.2 per cent.

In terms of other gains from
the measures which spanned the
19 months, the Minister pointed
to the marginal 0.3 per cent
growth rate for 2014, compared
to the economic decline of just
under one per cent in 2015.

Accounting for the growth
were improvements in tourism,
higher construction activity,and
some gains in non-sugar agricul-
ture.

The net international reserves
stood at around one billion dol-
lars at the end of December last
year.

Opposition Leader, Ms. Mia
Mottley, is not at all convinced
that the measures have worked.
She said that the foreign re-
serves had depleted beyond the
target, although a foreign loan
was contracted.

In addition, the (7.2 per cent)
fiscal deficit at March this year
was still way above the 2.8 per
cent original target,and that the
sacrifices which Barbadians had
endured were in vain.

“But the (present) deficit is
still a bit too large,and therefore
we have to ensure that we bring
it down in an orderly, manage-
able, and affordable fashion, in
terms of the wider society,” ac-
cording to Sinckler.

All-around adjustments
He said that while economic

growth alone will not do that job,
it will contribute significantly to
it.

For one thing the taxation
measures which contributed to
the lowering of the deficit in
2014/2015 will be in place for an-
other year.

One of the critical areas that
will have to be addressed is how
the country provides for the mas-

sive social costs in meeting edu-
cation, health care and other so-
cial development services in
Barbados.

The spending and expenditure
figures, as outlined in the Esti-
mates, will determine just how
far the fiscal measures will go,
along with other activities to
streamline government opera-
tions. Those measures, he re-
vealed will be made known in
the forthcoming budget.

The draft Estimates
(2015/2016) show Estimated
Current Revenue of $2.5 billion,
and Estimated Total Ex-
penditure of $4.3 billion. That
leaves a shortfall of $1.7 billion.
The Minister told the opening of
the debate that domestic financ-
ing of almost $1.3 billion is ear-
marked to go towards financing
the $1.7 billion shortfall.

This will be made up by the is-
suance of Government paper
comprising just over $800 mil-
lion (from both Treasury notes
and Debentures), $463 million
through treasury bills, and $20
million from Government sav-
ings bonds.

The issues which have in-
formed the 2015/2016 Estimates
are an improving but volatile in-
ternational economic situation,
compared to 18 months ago
when the planning period was a
lot more unstable.They are also
coming against a background of
lower oil prices,and in particular
a 25 per cent reduction in the
outlay of energy across govern-
ment’s energy expenditure.

Mottley believes that going
forward, the country needs to
tackle the growing debt issue.

“In all the Minister’s speech,
he ignored any reference what-
soever for how truly we can re-
solve this major issue of contin-
uing fiscal crisis,”she said during
her contribution to the debate. In
the end, the Opposition Leader
called for debt restructuring.

Deficit-reducing
measures working? 

Opposition Leader Ms. Mia Mottley.

ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT

Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs, Christopher Sinckler.

In 2010, Government had instituted a major programme to cor-
rect the fiscal imbalances, with the deficit then running at
about eight per cent of GDP. An increase in the VAT from 15 per
cent to 17.5 per cent was among the principal tax adjustment
measures.

...Opposition Leader sceptical



BRYDENS Insurance is
looking to further en-
hance its presence in
the market and remain
competitive with new
general manager, Ri-
chard Ince, at its helm.

Appointed earlier this
year, Ince, a long-standing
insurance executive and
consultant with extensive
experience in both Barba-
dos and Canada, said that
Brydens Insurance had
been in existence for over
90 years, and possessed a
“strong tradition of service
excellence”.

He also reiterated that
the company was strongly
affiliated with TATIL, a
leading regional insurer
which carries an A-rating
from A.M. Best, a global
credit rating agency with a
unique focus on the insur-
ance industry. “Over the
next year we plan to lever-
age these strengths to sig-
nificantly enhance our
presence in the Barbados
market, and remain
keenly competitive,” Ince,
who has responsibility for
marketing the Brydens
Insurance brand, added.

Ince, excited to have
been appointed to his new
role, said he thrives on
challenge.“There is a lot to
be done. My personal goal
is to develop Brydens Insu-
rance into a top performing
company, seeing us rise to
be among the top five in-
surers in Barbados in the
next three to five years, fi-

nancially and as leaders in
products and service. This
would be extremely re-
warding.”

The new general man-
ager comes with many
years of diverse experi-
ence, having worked in all
sectors of the insurance
market, including broking,
underwriting,offshore and
life.He also owned and op-
erated insurance busines-
ses in Canada and Barba-
dos for a number of years.

Ince’s most recent posi-
tion was as a senior mana-
ger with a leading regional
and international insu-
rance brokerage, prior to
which he founded and ope-
rated Atria Insurance Bro-
kers, which was acquired
by CGM Gallagher in
2011.

For several years he
served as general mana-
ger/director of the Barba-
dos domicile operations for
an international insurance
management company,
which provided captive in-
surance domicile manage-
ment and risk manage-
ment consultation services
to Fortune 1000 multina-
tional organisations.

Ince is a past president
of the Insurance Institute
of Barbados, and former
vice-president of the Asso-
ciation of Insurance Insti-
tutes of the Caribbean.

Describing his role, so
far, as very interesting,
Ince said he was in the pro-
cess of learning more about

the ANSA culture.
“This is the usual with

any new position, but I
have a strong support net-
work,both at the executive
level here and in Trinidad,
and in the solid and dedi-
cated staff at Brydens In-
surance,so I am confident.”

Brydens Insurance has
a team of about 35 across
its offices. In addition to its
head office in Norman
Centre,Broad Street, it op-
erates satellite locations at

McEnearney Quality Inc.
in Wildey and Consolida-
ted Finance Co. Ltd. in
Hastings.

“We’re making signifi-
cant investments in em-
ployee training, both in
house and through tradi-
tional organisations like
the insurance institutes,
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Barbados,
and LOMA, an interna-
tional trade association for
the insurance and finan-

cial services industry, as
well as in technology and
other areas, to enhance the
Brydens experience.

“Our satellite offices
have become popular with
clients who are able to
utilise our full suite of ser-
vices through those loca-
tions as an alternative to
coming into our Bridge-
town office.”

In welcoming Ince to the
ANSA McAL (Barbados)
group of companies, its

president and chief execu-
tive officer, Nicholas
Mouttet, said that he had
gotten off to an active and
involved start with Bry-
dens Insurance.

“In only a short time,
Richard has been able to
make his presence felt in
tangible and impactful
ways.We’re really quite ex-
cited to have him,and look
forward to his leadership of
this well-respected insur-
ance brand.”

Brydens Insurance enhancing market
presence with new general manager
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THE recent news clip that Japan could be opening a
resident mission in Barbados is really good news. In
any case, some may want to suggest that a resident
Japanese mission in Barbados is long overdue.

Relations between the two countries date back
many years and while the Japanese mission in 
Port-of-Spain covered Barbados, the decision to have
a location in Barbados signifies the extent to which
relations between the two countries have grown and
flourished. Trade contacts between Barbados and
Japan have improved tremendously over the years.

Until China surpassed it, Japan was the second
largest economy in the world behind the United
States. While the trade with Barbados is heavily
stacked in Japan’s favour, that country has nonethe-
less provided support to Barbados in many forms.

It has provided assistance through multilateral
channels to the Caribbean that has benefited
Barbados. It has also provided technical assistance
and when the revival of the West Indies Sea Island
Cotton took place in Barbados back in the 1970s,
Japan was there to buy all of what was produced 
on the island.

As countries look to enhance their relations, there
is every indication of strengthening ties between the
two states.

Editor’s
Notebook

• The Senate will this week
be debating the 2015/2016
Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure.

• The opening of the
Caribbean Export/OAS 
ICT training programme
starts today at the 
Divi Southwinds.

• The Barbados Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) March luncheon will
be held on Wednesday.

Jul y

WHAT'S UP  IN  THE 
BUSINESS WORLD

alendarC

Relations between
Barbados, Japan
growing stronger

“My help comes from the
Lord, who made heaven
and earth.” – Psalm 121:2

WHAT is the purpose of
life? How often do we
pause to consider this
question? I believe that at
many different points in
life, we find ourselves
reflecting on an answer.
Then we drift along and,
depending on what course
life takes, we may pause
to consider it again.
Certainly, that has been
the case in my life.

I spent the first, say,
15 years accepting what 
I was told. Life was like 
a dream. Then in the
formative years especially
while experiencing the
rigours of tertiary
education, one engaged in
philosophical discussion
on the subject.

Then I drifted along
until the mid 1980s and
worked with a very
simple answer – “the
creation of happiness and
the avoidance of pain”
and adopted the four
positive belief systems
ambition, self-confidence,
good relationships and
security as a force to
propel me as a human
being into high gear as I
faced the changing scenes
of life.

Of course, as we
experience life we
recognise that there are
negative emotional
countervailing forces, e.g.
anger, fear, worry and
guilt, which retard our
speed of progress. While
focusing on the positives
and repelling the
negatives (the Law of
Attraction) I began to see
the light. This simple
formula worked for me
and hence I now share 
it with others in my
shepherding sessions 
(life coaching for the
entrepreneur and
business mentoring 
for the enterprise) with
start-up, spin-off and
scale-up enterprises.

More recently, as I
pursue my shepherding
activities, I have found
that there is a major
deficit in the awareness
of entrepreneurs to get
their mind-set right
before they attempt to

engage their talents
towards sustainable
business success.At least,
the mind-set and the
action should pursue
parallel paths in time.
The current West Indies
cricket management 
and team are prime
candidates for a
shepherding process.

It is this continual
interaction with
entrepreneurs on the
importance of mind-set
change that led to a
philosophical discussion
and some research last
week on the relationships
between the composite
components with which
the human body is
blessed, the spirit, soul,
mind and body.

Even though one may
intrinsically think that
the delineation of these
relationships should be 
a “no-brainer”, when I
engage my clients, it is
not that simple after all.

I think this is because
the client is driven by
visions of abundance,
but does not fully realise
that this can only be
successfully realised by
efficiently and effectively
mobilising the resources
(the spirit, soul, mind and
body) which are given to
us by God.

A simple and consistent
interpretation of my
findings (I leave more
sophisticated analyses to
those more qualified to 
do so) has led to the
following guidelines
which I find useful.

The spirit is the
element in humanity
which gives us the ability
to have an intimate
relationship with God,
the Spirit; we humans 
are all spiritual beings
mastering the human
experience. We expect
that our spiritual
awareness, while we are
enjoying this earthly

experience, will
continually expand,
leading to greater
abundance.

The soul is the spiritual
life of the human being
and has the opportunity
to grow spiritually when
mastering the human
experience.

Our mind consists 
of the set of cognitive
faculties that enables
consciousness, percep-
tion, thinking, judgement
and memory. One aspect
of life which is often
ignored is the fact that
God has given us each 24
hours a day as an asset.
The mind is in charge of
minimising the wastage
of this asset.

The body is the physical
manifestation of
humanity and has the
following 12 systems:

(1) Integumentary
(Protects body through
skin, hair, nails, sweat
and other exocrine
glands); (2) Skeletal
(Bones supporting the
body and its organs); (3)
Nervous (Collects and
processes information
from the senses via
nerves and the brain 
and tells the muscles 
to contract to cause
physical actions);
(4) Cardiovascular
(Circulates blood around
the body via the heart
arteries and veins,
delivering oxygen and
nutrients to organs and
cells and carrying their
waste products away);
(5) Endocrine (Provides
chemical communications
within the body using
hormones); and (6)
Muscular (Enables the
body to move using
muscles).

The other six are:
(7) Lymphatic (Supplies
and drains lymph fluid 
in support of the
cardiovascular and
immune systems); (8)

Respiratory (The lungs
and the trachea that
bring air into the body);
(9) Excretory and Urinary
(Eliminates waste from
the body); (10)
Reproductive (The sex
organs required for the
production of offspring);
(11) Digestive
(Mechanical and chemical
processes that provide
nutrients via the mouth,
oesophagus, stomach and
intestines); and (12)
Immune (Defends the
body against disease-
causing agents).

There is a close analogy
between humanity and
business. The 12 systems
of the human body are
God-made and hence 
are very robust. If 
we shepherd these
components of humanity
well, we shall enjoy good
spiritual, physical, and
intellectual health.

Whereas there are 12
human systems, there 
are only five business
systems: Corporate
Governance, Marketing,
Operations, Human
Resource Development
and Investment Finance.
Even though God-
inspired, these systems
are man-made and hence
intrinsically frail.
Globally, 90 per cent of
start-up businesses fail 
in the first four years.
Imagine how alarmed we
would be if the mortality
rate of human beings was
90 per cent in the first
four years of life. My
hypothesis is that if we
shepherd the business
systems well our
businesses will survive
and thrive and our
economies will grow
commensurately.

Let each and every 
one of us maintain an
intimate relationship
with God, who made
heaven and earth, so that
we can stay tuned with
the purpose of life.

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-Engine
Consultant, Caribbean
Business Enterprise
Trust Inc. – CBET. His
columns may be found
at www.cbetmodel.org
and www.nothingbeats
business.com.)

The Purpose of Life

The spirit is the element in humanity which gives us the ability 
to have an intimate relationship with God, the Spirit; we 

humans are all spiritual beings mastering the human experience.
We expect that our spiritual awareness, while we are 

enjoying this earthly experience, will continually expand, 
leading to greater abundance.

http://www.cbetmodel.org/
http://www.nothingbeats/
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THE recipient of the inaugu-
ral 2014 Jenny Blanc Design
Scholarship,Tyra Woodroffe
is back from London and
seeking to inspire other stu-
dents at the Barbados
Community College.

Woodroffe, a 19-year-old
graduate of the BCC’s design
programme, recently visited the
institution after completing a
six-month stint at the England
headquarters of international
designers, Jenny Blanc
Interiors.

Along with giving an overview
of her “eye-opening” experience
in London to the BCC’s 2014-
2015 Interior Design class,
Woodroffe and Jenny Blanc’s
Caribbean Director, Emma
Blanc, presented the students

with hundreds of samples of fab-
ric of varying colours, textures
and designs.

“Designing is an exciting
career and my trip to London
allowed me to be more involved
in the hands-on aspect. It was
different and enlightening and
the exposure also allowed me to
benefit from a wider scope of
design techniques and experi-
ences,” said Woodroffe.

Explaining why she opted to
provide the current BCC stu-
dents with such a varied range
of fabric samples, the emerging
designer said BCC students
were always challenged to find
wide varieties of fabrics and they
would certainly be useful.

This was underscored by
Design Tutor,Stephen Jackman,

who accepted the samples on
behalf of the class, and thanked
Woodroffe and Jenny Blanc for
their kind gesture. “Fabric
samples are essential for inte-
rior designers and will enhance
their portfolios and knowledge,”
he said.

While in England, Woodroffe
also succeeded in gaining City
and Guilds certification in com-
puter-assisted designing
(AutoCad 2) and will fulfil the
second half of her scholarship
programme through a six-
month attachment at the
Holetown-based showroom of
Jenny Blanc in Barbados. The
emerging designer was also for-
mally presented with her C&G
certificate by Sue Thomas-
Richardson, the Design Director

of Jenny Blanc.
Through the partnership with

the BCC, Woodroffe emerged as
the first winner of the Jenny
Blanc all-expenses-paid
Scholarship last June after
students were assessed on their
course-work and a special
project that included the inte-
rior design of a four-bedroom
luxury home – complete with
furniture, fabrics, lighting and
functional spaces.

The next scholarship will be
offered in 2016 and Jenny Blanc
Interiors also revealed to
students that the top two BCC
students from the 2014-2015
class and the top two from the
2015-2016 class will all be eligi-
ble to compete for the prized all-
expenses paid scholarship.

By Ashlee Cox

NOT only will Fund Access be
offering funding to the winner of
Bank on Me, but they are also
looking to offer funding to all of
the 24 contestants of the reality
TV Contest.

This was announced by Kirk
Dottin, Business Development
Manager, of Fund Access, re-
cently at the Bank on Me Press
Conference, which was held in
the Goddard Room of Cave Hill
School of Business.

As noted by Dottin, “We are
offering funding to each partici-
pant of the Bank On Me, not
only the finalist, but to all 24
contestants, in terms of seeing
how we can develop those proj-
ects, because you know some-
times we tend to focus on the
winners but there are some good
projects that come through, that
needs development and that’s
what we are looking at.We want
to get those projects out, because
we are here to foster entrepre-
neurship and we don’t want to

leave anybody behind.”
According to Dottin, the tradi-

tional sectors have become very
saturated and over the years
with the failing economy, many
things had regressed, however,
he explained that the company
would be looking at the new
emerging sectors, including the
Cultural industries.

“We want to educate our
clients about the cultural indus-
tries now and the benefit that
they can make from it and as I
said, it is an emerging sector and

from Fund Access’ point of view,
we are fully on board, with these
new emerging sectors,”he noted.

Speaking on one of his clients,
who was working on a new film,
he noted, “ Recently, I had a
meeting with a client, he’s actu-
ally in the cultural industry, he’s
actually developing a film and in
that meeting, it just blew me
away!”

Continuing, he revealed, “ I
can say that the film – without
bringing too much out – is very
interesting and we may actually

outside of the financing compo-
nent, we might actually put
some sponsorship just to build
momentum,because it is all part
of developing the project in
terms of,we offer technical assis-
tance which go into the direc-
tion of product development and
marketing so we are actually
going to be considering giving
some grant money just for this
young guy to get his project into
the market arena, so we are on
board with the new emerging
sectors.”

THE Fair Trading Commission
(FTC) has conducted a study on
the renewable energy sector.
This has been stated by Sir
Neville Nicholls, the Chairman
of the FTC.

He said that the study is
being done to identify any
potential anti competitive is-
sues. Sir Neville gave opening
remarks just before the presen-
tation of this year’s FTC lecture
by Ambassador Dr. Marion
Williams, Permanent
Representative of the Mission
of Barbados to the United
Nations Office and other
International Organisations.

The Chairman told the event
at the Accra Beach Hotel and
Spa, that the findings will be
discussed later this month dur-
ing the annual fair competition
training workshop for business
persons.

According to Sir Neville, this
provides an opportunity for the
Commission to engage with its
stakeholders on a range of
relevant issues.

He also gave a report on other
matters related to the renew-
able energy in Barbados. The
Chairman referred to the ap-
plication by the Barbados Light
and Power Company for a re-
view of the billing arrangement
of the renewable energy rider
programme.

He pointed out that the
Commission had concluded
that for customers whose re-
newable energy system had the
capacity higher than two kilo-
watts, the billing arrangement
would be buy-all sell-all
whereas customers with
smaller systems had the option
to choose either the buy all sell,
or pre-existing sale of excess
arrangement.

Sir Neville said that two
weeks ago the FTC agreed that
the Barbados Light and Power
Company should increase the
capacity to 20 megawatts based
on the company’s submission.

Student outlines benefits of design programme

Fund Access looking to new emerging sectors

Sir Neville
comments
on study

Design Tutor of the Barbados Community College, Stephen Jackman (left) was presented with a wide range of fabric samples from
former student and inaugural 2014 Jenny Blanc Design Scholarship winner, Tyra Woodroffe (right).
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REGIONAL real estate firm,
Terra Caribbean has
announced the release of the
eighth annual edition of The
Red Book. This
comprehensive property
guide provides readers with
a data-driven overview of
what’s happening in the
Barbados real estate market.

“Last year, the International
Monetary Fund in its August
report relating to tax reform in
Barbados, referred to The Red
Book as an ‘important
publication’ and quoted from
some of the data in the 2014
edition,” revealed Chief
Executive of Terra Caribbean,
Andrew Mallalieu. “Certainly,
this must be some
acknowledgement that our goal
to be a source of information on
real estate matters, has
significant credibility.”

Senior Marketing Coordinator,
Gemma Holder,explained:“Each
year we have been able to present
the current and upcoming real
estate products in an easy-to-use
guide, but this year we have
made several changes to improve
on the presentation and provide
our readers with an even more
systematic guide to real estate.
The Red Book is now arranged
into distinct property sections
across three respective locations
and ordered according to price.
We have further enhanced the
publication with even more data
and bigger, brighter images,
especially in our expanded
luxury section by our sister
company Bajan Services |
Knight Frank, which showcases
some of the finest homes
available for sale in Barbados.”

The informative Pink Pages
section features articles from
knowledgeable and experienced
professionals in the sector as well
as members of the Terra
Caribbean team. “Our
Knowledge team has again
developed some insightful
reports that have helped us to
better understand trends in the
market.

“In this edition, we have
released an informative

‘Barbados Beachfront Condo
Price Index’ (BCPI).The data for
this index was formulated from
our proprietary database,”
explained Mallalieu.

“The BCPI aims to provide
insight into this key segment of
the Barbados real estate
market,” explained Group
Knowledge Manager, Tarik
Browne.

Chief Operating Officer
Hayden Hutton’s analysis in
“Plantations 101 – A Brief
History” in the Pink Pages,
offered a brief commentary on
the change in plantation acreage
on the island in the 101 years

since 1913. Readers will also
learn that renewable energy in
Barbados is older technology
than we think in David Staples’
article, while Richard Gill sheds
some light in “Town Planning –
Thoughts on Policy and Control.”

“Our feature article this year

highlights a new dimension in
the real estate market. We
interviewed Mark Maloney of
Bushy Park Circuit Inc.,” said
Mallalieu. Maloney reveals the
history and vision for the future
of the new Bushy Park Circuit
and ties together world-class

sports, sports tourism and real
estate development. “I hope you
will find that this year’s edition is
again true to our mission to
ensure that our clients feel
comfortable and confident to
make informed real estate
decisions,” affirmed Mallalieu.

SUCCESSFUL entrepreneurs
know that good habits don’t
start on Monday and end on
Friday. Entrepreneurs expect to
work longer hours than anyone
else, but they also know that
they have to fuel that success.

While researching to compare
my weekend habits to those of
other successful entrepreneurs,
I found this LifeHack article
that teaches many extremely
valuable habits, some of which I
already noticed in my own rou-
tine.

Here, I’ll shed some light on
some of those habits that work
best in my life as well as some
others that I have found valu-
able.

1. Find a recharge ritual
Find a ritual that you can fol-

low each weekend that leaves
you feeling recharged. Whether
it’s an exercise regimen, music
or time with your family, follow-
ing a ritual can energise you for
the week ahead. Successful en-
trepreneurs know that, like a
vehicle, they can not go far on

empty.
2. Spend time in solitude
It gives you a chance to think,

sort out problems and plan
where you want to be in the fu-
ture. This can be an excellent
opportunity to free write or jour-
nal. Experts agree that free
writing during regular sched-
uled times can lead to answers
to problems, discovering new
goals and insight into your di-
rection for the future.

3. No devices for a day
Take a Saturday or Sunday

and choose to unplug. Taking a
break from your devices for a
day is beneficial both mentally
and physically.Constantly being
connected and checking email,
social media and the places you
visit online can drain both your
energy and your creativity.
Choosing to release the hyper
vigilance of being constantly
connected creates allows you to
live life in real time, resulting in
fresh perspectives and a boost in
productivity.

4. Reflect

What did you do well this past
week and what did you do
wrong? How will you be better in
the week ahead? Reflecting on
the past week offers the success-
ful entrepreneur the opportu-
nity to determine which activi-
ties to continue and which to let
go. Reflection is a valuable in-
vestment of your time that will
help you set the goals that will
get you to the next level of suc-
cess during the upcoming week.

5. Plan your week ahead
The successful entrepreneur

doesn’t wait until Monday morn-
ing to plan for the week. Sunday
is the perfect day to sit down
and draw a plan.After spending
time reflecting on the prior
week, you will have a good idea
of what you need and want to ac-
complish.Use this time to sched-
ule important tasks, phone calls
and face-to-face meetings that
align with your goals. Planning
out the entire week ahead as
much as reasonably possible
guards against missed opportu-
nities and costly errors.

Terra Caribbean releases eighth annual edition of the Red Book

Five weekend habits of successful entrepreneurs

From left: Tarik Browne-Group Knowledge Manager, Gina-Lee Johnson-Manager, Residential Property Management, Richard Ince of
Brydens Insurance (contributor to the Pink Pages), Dominique Silvera-Manager, Blue Sky Luxury Overseas, Hayden Hutton-Chief
Operating Officer and Andrew Mallalieu-Chief Executive.

FSC from Back Page

these matters is prudent and
according to him, there is evi-
dence that the regulatory frame-
work they have in place is work-
ing.

On this score, the CEO pointed
out that the financial perform-
ance of the non-bank financial
sector continues to exhibit char-
acteristics of financial stability.

To queries as to whether the
FSC’s oversight relates only to
credit unions, Graham con-
firmed that the FSC is applying
the new regulatory regime
across all sectors for which the
Government agency has over-
sight.

According to him, “We have
also suspended and closed insur-
ance entities under our watch.
We have issued public qualifica-
tions on the operations of compa-
nies in the securities sector and
we have published a list of fully
registered occupational pension
plans and those who are not fully
registered,while asking the pub-
lic to report any occupational
pension plans they don’t see on
the list of the FSC.”

He indicated that the FSC has
a broad and complex mandate
and “we will seek to remain vig-
ilant and seek to take action
where necessary as we continue
on our path to promote financial
stability”. (JB)

Promoting financial stability
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“LIGHT, in full colour, will change
architecture into nourishment,” says
international colour expert Fawn
Chang.

In a wide-ranging presentation entitled
‘How to Use Colour in Space’, the award-
winning writer and designer painted a
vivid picture of how colour can be used to
positively influence behaviour,psychology,
physiology and the perception of space and
time.

A consultant to Harris Paints, the
Caribbean Champions of Colour, Chang
delivered the informative talk to the
Barbados Institute of Architects during a
recent luncheon at the Savannah Beach
Hotel.

“When designing with colour, there are
five important things to consider – purpose,
coherence, volume of the space, use of the
space and the use of colour and space to
direct attention.We also have to remember
that colour is nothing without light,” she
said.

Chang also highlighted the elements of
colour that contribute to personal well-
being, performance, feelings and moods.
She said that colour ought to be of central
importance not only in home design, but
also for schools, libraries, hospitals and
other work spaces.

“Science has proven that colour activates
emotion and that our yearning for colour
is a direct fulfilment of an emotional need.
For instance, red can be used to increase
appetite and promote the feeling of
excitement, while pink is sedate and blue
can cause you to lose track of time,” she
said.

“Likewise, we often incorporate pale
shades of yellow for clarity and ease of
digestion, in both food and learning.As for
the Caribbean, the region has adopted a
bright and bold palette which is always a
fascinating phenomenon,however,suitable
balance and pairings should be taken into
account.”

Tracy Johnson, Trade Marketing
Manager for the Harris Group of
Companies,said Chang’s presentation was
an initiative which had been developed
through Harris Paints’ association with
the Colour Guild.

“This is just one of several strategies
that keeps Harris at the forefront of colour
technology,the latest trends and up to date
with the most innovative colour tools, and
we are pleased that Fawn’s presentation

has been endorsed by the Colour Guild, a
certified training partner of the American
Institute of Architects,” she said.

“As the Caribbean Champions of Colour,
we are dedicated to helping our customers
in all stages of their project, from planning
to completion. We do this on a number of
fronts by promoting a better
understanding of colour and ensuring that
we provide superior colour performance
right out of the can.”

Harris Paints offers more than 59 000
colours, along with countless custom
palettes that can be created, matched or
specified to suit individual needs.

During her visit, Chang also made
presentations to professionals representing
interior design, home décor, property
management and contracting fields.

“We look forward to continuing our
relationship with Fawn, who we believe
will be a valuable resource in the future
and a key part of our professional
development program. Her ability to
transform lives by transforming space is
well known and we are very excited about
the potential of our collaboration,” added
Johnson.

Harris Paints: Colour is the Heartbeat of Architecture

Fawn Chang, International Colour Expert and Consultant to Harris Paints. 

Ian Kenyon, Chief Executive Officer for the Harris Group of Companies, engages international colour expert Fawn Chang
after her presentation. 



THE importance and
value of a well func-
tioning, energy-opti-
mised home is not
front of mind for many
of us.

A home, condo, apart-
ment or any other resi-
dential living space is an
asset and a necessity, pos-
sessing certain items and
fittings that ensure your
comfort. Many of these
use electricity and other
resources like natural
gas, sunlight, or a compos-
ite of all – you pay for this!
Luckily for you, the Ener-
gy Managers and Energy
Auditors are on your side.

Energy Managers and
Auditors think of how
well your space uses re-
sources, and communi-
cates this to you in a for-
mat that you can easily
understand. There is a
huge benefit to this!
Having an energy audit
done and monitoring your
energy use helps you, the
occupant, and in some
cases the owner, to under-
stand how well your space
is using energy, and
whether or not you are
losing energy and money.

Good energy profession-
als also tell you what can
be done, and Energy Ser-
vice companies, or
ESCOs, work with you to
bring professionals in to
make adjustments. Ener-
gy Auditors usually pro-
vide clients with detailed
synopses of problems that
their space may be facing
in being as efficient possi-
ble.

An energy auditor will
usually come and inspect
your space, and let you
know of leaks in your pip-
ing, faults in your appli-
ances, and other energy
saving opportunities
based on the type of audit
you are having done. A
good auditor will make
sure that you know about
all the possible upgrades
that would suit you and
make your living space
more comfortable.The en-
tire process can save you
anywhere between 10 per
cent and 40 per cent on
your annual energy ex-
penses, usually with an
immediate payback.

One thing you should
consider in having this
type of work done is tax
allowances and credits
from Utility Companies.

More recently, the Bar-
badian government has
implemented several
schemes to stimulate the
construction of houses
with solar power. For ex-
ample, from the $10 000
allotted per year under
the 2008 modified Income

Tax Allowance for Home
Improvement, up to 
$1 000 can be used for en-
ergy audits. Under the
Energy Conservation and
Renewable Energy De-
duction plan, a reduction
of 50 per cent of the cost of
retrofitting a residence or
installing a system to pro-
duce electricity from a 

Source other than fos-
sil fuels has also been pro-
posed.

Other initiatives, such
as The Caribbean Hotel
Energy Efficiency Action
Programme, are conduct-
ing research into energy
efficient practices that
can be employed in hotels
and other commercial set-
tings. For both residential
and commercial proper-
ties, having energy audits
done increases property
value and gives the build-
ing space a higher com-
petitive edge in the real
estate market.

Buyers would be willing
to pay more for owning a
building that is operating
at optimal performance,
and will save them money
in the process of doing so,
and is the case with pros-
pective investors.

Lower premiums?
The building is also eas-

ier to insure and will de-
mand a lower premium,
through the many credits
that Insurance Compa-
nies offer to energy effi-
cient properties. A num-
ber of Barbados based in-
surance companies have
been leading the curve
and rewarding energy ef-
ficient properties with
premium credits. This es-
sentially translates to
lower premiums coming
out of the underwriting
process.

Depending on the orig-
inal amount invested into
energy efficient upgrades,
one could earn anywhere
from 5 per cent to 20 per
cent more on the sale of a
building that has been en-
ergy optimised. In situa-
tions where homeowners
were very aggressive to-
wards their energy ex-
penses, they have been
able to command LEED
Rating for their homes.
This brand being at-
tached to your property
not only means that your
home operates in a
greener and efficient way,
using less energy, less
water and other natural
resources, but it also
pushes it into a different
real estate class.

International real es-
tate tycoons would defi-
nitely be attracted to the
idea of LEED certified

properties in the warm
sunny Caribbean. It also
pushes the resale value
significantly higher, while
occupants benefit from
better indoor air quality,
with direct access to fresh
air. This Certification
means the building is all
round more comfortable
for its occupants and
cheaper to operate.

Energy Management &
Sustainability has been
and will continue to gain
traction around the
world, as persons realise
the true benefit of apply-
ing energy efficiency to
their everyday opera-
tions. One example is an-

other Sustainability met-
rics organisation similar
to the LEED rating
scheme, called Green
Globes, launched a sec-
tion dedicated to Sustai-
nable Hotels, cruise ships,
meeting facilities, tour op-
erators and attractions in
the Caribbean and Ameri-
cas. Green Globes is more
concerned with commer-
cial properties and leisure
resorts than the LEED
rating system is.

In my opinion, a large
number of our buildings
here in the Caribbean can
reach optimum perform-
ance levels and surpass
standards set by afore

mentioned organisations
and others. One advan-
tage that we have in being
so close to the equator is
plentiful sunshine and
the omnipresence of the
wind.

In the next 10 years, I
foresee major develop-
ment in our wind and
solar energy resources,
knowing that we can
achieve and surpass in-
ternationally accepted
standards, with the right
inputs and policies in
place.

(Submitted by Mar-
cus Hinds, EnerScope
Energy Research &
Mapping) 

The value of an energy optimised home
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THE annual cocktail re-
ception hosted by
Manulife Re, which is
Canadian's Manulife
Financial world-wide rein-
surance operation, was
held at the Champers
Restaurant.

The Board of Directors
and Management hosted
the party. Among the in-
vited guests were the
Minister in the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office in Barba-
dos,Senator Darcy Boyce,
and many local and inter-
national business people.

Marcus Hinds.

Annual
Manulife
cocktail
party held

Senator Darcy Boyce (right) with British High Commissioner to Barbados, Victoria Dean and Mr. Dean.

Andre Bello of Virgin Atlantic in conversation with some of the invited guests at
the reception.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

TRANSFER of
technology and open
markets,are some of the
benefits countries and
small ones in particular,
expect when
conducting
international trade.

Such countries are aware
that these attributes
contribute as well to
economic growth and
eventually sustainable
development.

While not outlining the
global economic picture in
the perspective just
outlined, Ambassador Dr.
Marion Williams touched
ona fewimportantpointers
which small countries
would do best not to ignore
while pushing for
improvements.

Ambassador Williams is
the Permanent
Representative of the
Mission of Barbados to the
United Nations Office and
other International
Organisations.

Just over a week ago
Ambassador Dr. Williams
presented this year’s Fair
Trading Commission
(FTC) lecture at the Accra
Beach Hotel and Spa.

She said that one of the
challenges developing
countries including those
in the Caribbean continue
to face, is that of achieving

transfer of technologies
from developed countries.
The Ambassador noted as
well that protectionism had
also started to resurface  

What is driving this new
approach to the relations
between developed and
developing countries is not
known. What however is
very clear is the fact that
the world economy has
undergone changes with
the developing countries (or
the emerging market
economies as they are
called) assuming greater
significance on the global
stage.

The Barbadian Diplomat
said that that as far as
developed countries are
concerned they don’t think
they are there to transfer
their technology.

This is so much the case
“that developing countries
do not like the word
technology transfer.”
According to her, they
prefer to use the term
technology absorption.

She reasoned that
inspite of this, transfer of
technology to developing
countries is a very critical
and necessary area for the
development of these
countries if they are to
progress. “It is included
here not because of the

significance in its
movement but because of
its lack of movement,” said
the Ambassador who is also
a former Governor of the
Central Bank of Barbados.

The former Central Bank
of Barbados Governor is
not alone in this when it
comes to the subject of
transfer of technology to
developing countries.
Indeed, many others have
acknowledged that through
trade, foreign direct
investment has long been
recognised as a major
source of technology and
know how to developing
countries. It is the ability
of FDI to transfer not only
production know how but
also managerial skills.Any
skills gap that may become
apparent can be corrected
through both trade and
FDI.

According to her,
“international co-operation
agreements between
developed and developing
countries can help. But
they are few and they
relate to infrastructure of
agriculture development,
international co-operation
in research or education.”

However, she told the
audience that the key
transfer takes place at the
business to business level

as marriage of the
production process is one of
the keys to industrial
operating and export
diversification.

The evidence suggest,
Ambassador Williams
maintained,that lead firms
tend to out source lower
value added activity
including some in
assembly, while retaining

control over the higher
valued added areas.

She said that firms
especially those of
production technique or
processes, with high
intellectual property
content may restrictively
controlled technical and
technological transfer for
subcontracted firms.

This helps to make these
countries more competitive
thereby creating a bigger
input to their involvement
in trade and economic
growth, and is seen by
what’s happening with the
emerging market
economies. Ambassador
Williams remarked that as
the relative
competitiveness in the
world economy underwent
majorchanges, the share of
developing countries in
global trade rose from 33
per cent in 2000 to 48 per
cent by 2014. “During that
time the rate of GDP per
capita in developing
countries tripled to average
4.7 per cent per annum
compared to the 1990s and
now account for more than
half  of the world’s output,”
she said in the lecture.

“Meanwhile there has
been a rise in
protectionism,” the
Diplomat related.
Research, she explained,
has shown that
governments around the
world have effected 1200
beggar -thy -neighbour
policies since the first G20

summit in 2008. “And that
growth in protectionist
policies has outpaced
liberalisation.
Protectionism policies in
EU countries topped the
list,” Ambassador Dr.
Williams  pointed out.

Many of these were
WTO consistent so appeals
for a reversal of them were
difficult. So there you have
it.

In this environment
small countries will have a
challenging time securing
what they hope to achieve
on the trade front.

“Middle income countries
may therefore stand a
better chance of entering
the game profitably at the
early or the late stages
when value added tends to
be higher,” she said.

“However,they may need
to compete with firms in
the parent country because
at the higher value added
level the parent country is
usually competitive as
well,” Ambassador
Williams remarked.

The official said that
while this seems to be
bearing fruit in that
country it is known that
their labour costs are
substantially lower than
what exists in the
Caribbean and we cannot
compare ourselves with
them. “But selective
movements in some areas
may be possible,”
Ambassador Williams
added.

TRADE IN FOCUS

Issues in transfer 
of technologies

Ambassador Dr. Marion Williams.

According Dr. Marion Williams, one of the challenges developing countries continue to face is that of achiev-
ing transfer of technologies from developed countries. 
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IS there a must-have
accessory for powerful
women?

Some rely on a strong
cuff bracelet. Others insist
on a unique pair of shoes
or a certain style of suit.
But Ilaria Alber-
Glanstaetten, the head of
corporate and brand com-
munications at luxury car-
maker Ferrari in
Maranello, Italy, dons a
scarf to announce who she
is.

“In the world I’m in,
fashion and luxury, hav-
ing things that show that
I’m an insider and in the
know is important,” said
Alber-Glanstaetten, who
pays as much as $700 for
her scarves made of pash-
mina, cashmere or silk.

Why scarves and why
now? In part, women are
taking a softer approach
to corporate style, said
Donna Loveday, co-cura-
tor of the exhibition
Women Fashion Power at
the Design Museum in
London. Scarves are ap-
pearing more on women’s
necks in the boardroom,
the statehouse and the of-
fice as a way to express
personality. Powerful
women who routinely
wear scarves include
Christine Lagarde, man-
aging director of the
International Monetary
Fund and Paris mayor
Anne Hidalgo.

In some cases, expensive
wraps also broadcast eco-
nomic standing.

“Women used to dress to
blend in in a corporate en-
vironment,” said Loveday.
“Now they don’t feel the
need to disguise or conceal
their femininity anymore.”

Wei Sun Christianson,
co-chief executive officer
of Morgan Stanley, Asia
Pacific, based in Beijing,
China, is one of the politi-
cal and business leaders
whose outfits are included
in the museum’s exhibi-
tion.

“Wei Sun Christianson
has a very high-profile
senior role,” said Loveday.
“She loves wearing
scarves. For her, a piece of
vintage jewellery or a
brightly coloured scarf is a

way of expressing her per-
sonality. Similarly, the tie
for a man is sometimes a
means of injecting some of
his personality.”

It is less common for
men to make a statement
with a scarf. Perhaps that
is why Greek Finance
Minister Yanis Varoufakis
sparked comment recently
for attending emergency
talks on his nation’s debt
with a Burberry scarf,
rather than a tie, draped
round his neck.

Hidalgo, the mayor of
Paris, does not face the
same criticism. “She’ll
wear a dark jacket and
trousers but she has a se-
lection of scarves — silk
and woollen — and will al-
ways use a scarf to give
herself a boost,” said
Loveday.

Dr Genevieve Bell, vice
president of Intel Labs in
Oregon in the US, also
participated in the mu-
seum’s exhibition. “She
told us, ‘I walk into a room
to give a presentation and
often it’s full of men. I
don’t dress to fit in, I dress
to stand out,’.” Loveday
said.

What a scarf does for
you

Can clever accessorising
really help your career?
And how can you be sure
your neckwear is sending
the right message?

For starters, a scarf
draws attention to your
face.

“Research does show
that women look at the
face of people they are in-
teracting with, but men
don’t much,” said Dr
Carolyn Mair, reader in
psychology at London

College of Fashion. “A
scarf would help draw
men’s attention to the
face, and that way you get
better communication.”

A vivid accessory also
brightens up the sombre
clothes often worn in of-
fices. “A scarf lightens the
outfit and takes off the
severity,” Mair said.
Whether we like it or not,
being seen as attractive
brings advantages, said
Mair. “We make our deci-
sions on whether we like
someone in less than a
minute. So if we can draw
attention to something
bright about the face
which lifts the features…
then the person interact-
ing with us will perceive
us as more attractive and
pay more attention to
what we say.”

Attractive people are
also — rightly or wrongly
— viewed as being more
honest, she said.

Unravelling the 
dress code

Every style choice sends
a message. That’s obvious
when you consider a well-
known person who, say,
wears a pair of glasses
that have become his sig-
nature or the executive
who is known for bow ties.

“One piece of clothing
equals one word in a sen-
tence,” said Mirella
Zanatta, associate direc-
tor of programs at brand
consulting company
Corporate Class Inc in
Toronto, Ontario.
“Wearing the right scarf
in the right way will make
you appear to be a refined
person who has put
thought into your outfit,”

said Zanatta, who is also
president of the Canadian
chapter of the Association
of Image Consultants
International.

Surprisingly, there is
also a connection between
clothing and performance,
said Mair. “When you be-
lieve a garment has some
attribute — for instance it
belonged to someone you
admire — it can increase
your cognitive abilities,”
she said. A 2012 study,
known as the lab coats
study, found that “people
who believed a coat they
were wearing belonged to
a doctor performed better
in attention tests than
when they believed they
were wearing a (house)
painter’s coat.”

For women on tight
budgets, a luxury-brand
scarf can be a visible, but
less expensive way to sig-
nal their fashionable as-
pirations. A Hermes silk
scarf, for example, sells for
$450 on the company’s
website.

Stick to patterns famil-
iar to that label to ensure
that they are easily recog-
nisable, said Zanatta. “If
you see someone wearing
a Hermes scarf, the impli-
cation is that they are suc-
cessful because they
wouldn’t be able to buy it
otherwise,” she said.

Dos and don’ts
Zanatta, who owns

about 50 scarves, advises
having an expert or per-
haps an honest friend help
you choose hues that com-
plement your skin tone.

“The right colour will
make you look healthy,
well rested and vibrant,”

she said.
“If you have a fine bone

structure… go for a fine
fabric,” Zanatta said.
Natural fabrics such as
silk, cashmere and linen
are best. “They are going
to look better, they drape
better and they will wear
better.”

Match your style to your
workplace and your career
level. “Wearing a big,
draped scarf sends a mes-
sage that you’re comfort-
able, approachable and
warm,” she said, adding
that style works well in re-
laxed work environments,
such as information tech-
nology.

“But in a more formal
corporate environment,
less is more,”Zanatta said.
“When working with a
high-level corporate client,
I would wear a scarf with
my coat, but not with my
suit, unless it was a silk
scarf worn underneath
like a camisole.”

While you might fancy
the flowing, flamboyant
scarves worn by the IMF’s
Christine Lagarde, think
hard before you copy her
look, especially outside
Europe. “Most women are
trying to get as much cred-
ibility and authority as
they can and a large scarf
diminishes that,” said
Zanatta.

Above all, choose some-
thing that you love and
makes you feel confident.

Alber-Glanstaetten said
her favorite scarf cur-
rently is a playful, dog-
print one. “Every time I
wear it I get compliments,”
she said. “It’s a great talk-
ing point and it adds
pizazz.”
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Powerful women who routinely wear scarves in-
clude Christine Lagarde, managing director of the
International Monetary Fund. Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, often wears chic scarves. 

Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis has been
criticized for wearing an expensive Burberry
scarf. 

Is this the new power
symbol for women?
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WHEN Apple started selling
its iPhone 5S with a Touch ID
fingerprint reading sensor,
all of us entered the biomet-
ric age a bit.

Apple acquired the technology
when it purchased AuthenTec in
2012.

Samsung followed quickly
with its own version of the tech
in the Galaxy S5 and soon-to-be-
released S6.

With telecoms company
Qualcomm promising to release
a 3D-fingerprint reader shortly,
having one in your pocket could
become increasingly standard in
the next two years.

And RBS and NatWest have
recently announced that cus-
tomers will be able to log on with
Touch ID to do their banking.

German hacker Starbug is not
impressed.

He hacked Apple’s Touch ID
roughly a day after its launch,
replicating the last fingerprint
that had touched the glass
iPhone surface with kit that in-
cluded a scanner, a printer, and
a bit of glue.

And he followed this up in
December by reproducing the
fingerprint of German Defence
Minister Ursula von der Leyen,
using photographs from a press
conference at a distance of about
10 feet.

Starbug believes that proper
protection requires “two-factor
authentication, based on two
completely independent compo-
nents from one of three meth-
ods: knowledge – password;
possession – smart card;and bio-
metrics.”

So something you know,some-
thing you have, and something
you are.

“The problem with that kind
used here,” he says, “is that you
probably will find all the ‘secret’
information of one method on the
device used for the second
method.”

“So, if you are able to make a
dummy finger from fingerprints
found on the phone, the two fac-
tors are only worth one,” he con-
cludes.

Holding hands
The vulnerabilities in finger-
print recognition are not exactly
secret. And so the race for alter-

native biometrics is on.
It is spurred by a new abun-

dance of cheaply produced sen-
sors – mostly from east Asia –
and software connecting them
with cloud services.Low interest
rates also provide a rich envi-
ronment for tech investment.

Barclays is bringing out finger
vein authentication for UK busi-
ness customers this year.

It is a technology Hitachi de-
veloped in Japan that is now
being used in cash machines
there and in Poland.

Your vein pattern is estab-
lished in the womb, and stable
throughout your life, says
Hitachi’s Ravi Ahluwalia.

When near-infrared light is
transmitted through your finger,
part of it gets absorbed by the
haemoglobin in your veins.

And so Hitachi’s VeinID scan-
ners can authenticate you by
your resulting vein pattern.

Mr Ahluwalia says his com-
pany has explored finger vein
authentication on trading floors
in France and Northern Europe.

And British startup Sthaler is
working with Hitachi and BT on
a “pay-by-finger” solution it has
trialled at several music festi-
vals. It calls it FingoPay.

“You place your finger on [the]
scanner, they’d confirm your
name or last few digits of your
credit card, and the payment is
made in real time,” says Mr
Ahluwalia.

Vital statistics
Or if you don’t fancy giving your
bank the finger, other biometric
tech coming to market includes
the Nymi.

Produced by Toronto-based
Bionym, it is a wristband which
verifies identity based on your
heartbeat’s electrical pulses,
which are unique.

And then there is a Dresden-
based company,Cognitec,which,
after an early focus on finger-
print technology, is now working
on facial recognition, says bio-
metric consultant Julian
Ashbourn. It has been awarded
a contract by the German Border
Police.

In NewYork,a company called
EyeLock is producing a commer-
cial iris scanner it calls Myris.
The company claims only DNA

offers more accurate authenti-
cation.

But some working within fi-
nancial technology think several
of these biometric scanners are
just a bit intrusive for banks and
credit card companies to want to
introduce them to ordinary con-
sumers.

For these companies “the ex-
pensive and inconvenient part is
actually challenging the user,”
says Dr Neil Costigan, an Irish
cryptographer and chief execu-
tive of Stockholm-based
BehavioSec.

“When they’re asking where’s
the calculator in the drawer, or
can you confirm your first pet –
the user gets annoyed. With
every step of security causing
users to do something, a lot of
payments fall off,” notes Dr
Costigan.

He also says voice recognition
is promising for banks,precisely
because consumers do not find it
as “Big-Brotherish”.

If you wish to push this to the
extreme, there are start-ups ex-
perimenting with biometric im-
plants – implanting an RFID
[radio-frequency identification]
chip under your skin, or a de-
composable tattoo which may
hold up for one to two months.

But most of the time, it’s not so
much biometrics that are the
weakest link as their implemen-
tation,says Candid Wueest,prin-
cipal threat researcher at the in-
ternet security firm Symantec.

“We’ve seen penetration
testers, instead of hacking a fin-
gerprint to get in a server room,
just remove two screws to re-
move the fingerprint reader from
the wall,” he says.

“And then you can just get
some device hooked up to the
wire, and send a signal saying
you’ve found a valid finger.”

Governments and private in-
stitutions will often relax secu-
rity rather than vex their con-
sumers.

“The more people you need to
get through, the more you tend

to lower security,” says British
biometrics expert Dr Carol
Buttle.

Who am I?
An alternative is behavioural
biometrics – looking at the ges-
tures and speed with which
users key in their password, in a
way they won’t necessarily see.

When Danske Bank tried in-
troducing a timer into its e-bank-
ing platform, it found that the
speed at which a user filled out
an online form could differenti-
ate a real user from an imposter
97.4% of the time.

Many have predicted biomet-
rics will cause the death of the
password. Dr Costigan at least
thinks devices like HSBC’s phys-
ical Secure Key are on their way
out, and credit cards, too.

He believes Scandinavian
banks, benefiting from closer co-
operation in the banking sector,
have led the way in applications
featuring behaviour-based iden-
tification.

Britain is slightly behind, he
says, followed by the US, with
its larger number of small banks.

Iris eyes are smiling
At the end of the day, the best
biometrics will be the least visi-
ble ones.

Some of these may turn out to
involve wearable technology.

“If you’ve got a watch attached
to you that’s reading your bio-
metrics, it will be useful,” Dr
Buttle observes.

Applying the spectrum of dif-
ferent possible biometrics to fi-
nance has led to a hotbed area
for new start-ups.

“The incorporation of Touch
ID into Apple Pay – that’s prob-
ably been the big game changer
in the last six months,” she says.

The major credit card compa-
nies agree that biometrics are
very much on their radar.

And Dr Stephanie Schuckers,
a professor at Clarkson
University and chief executive
of NexID Biometrics, says hack-
ing of the sort achieved by
Starbug is well within the grasp
of organised crime, but not eas-
ily scalable.

Perhaps we shouldn’t rely on
the humble fingerprint just 
yet.

In your irises: 
The new rise of
biometric banking

Iris recognition technology is
just one of the biometric
measures that could be used
to secure your bank account.

Barclays is experimenting with finger vein scanning.
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THE Caribbean
Financial Action Task
Force (CFATF) is
launching a process
where countries of the
region will be evalu-
ated on their compli-
ance to the anti-money
laundering regime.The
mutual evaluation will
trigger various reac-
tions from national au-
thorities.

Michelle Martin presi-
dent of ComplianceAid
said:“One thing is certain,
regulated businesses will
be subject to more
scrutiny. Every govern-
ment in the region wants
to demonstrate progress

in implementing anti-
money laundering meas-
ures. Lack of progress can
imply sanctions and no
country wants to see addi-
tional sanctions imposed
on the Caribbean.”

In this context,
Cleviston Haynes, deputy
governor of the Central
Bank of Barbados will de-
liver an address to owners
and board of directors
members of regulated
businesses on emerging
trends and critical threats
requiring consideration.
That presentation will
take place on April 16 at
first Caribbean Anti-
Money Laundering and

Financial Crimes Board of
Directors Conference at
the Conrad Hotel in
Miami.

Martin said the event
was key since “all board
members and business
owners are required under

anti-money laundering
laws to receive training
annually.

“Given the workload
regulation imposes on
compliance officers, it is a
challenge for many organ-
isation to design training

specifically for their own-
ers or board members.The
conference is a great op-
portunity because all con-
tent is aligned with board
and business owners’ pre-
occupations.”

This two-day gathering
is designed to provide a
deep understanding of the
heightened responsibility
company directors and
owners gave under
AML/CFT laws. To this
end,a group of high profile
regulators from the
Caribbean and the US will
address current issues fac-
ing companies in the re-
gion.

The conference will

cover topics such as
FATCA and the OECD’s
Automatic Tax
Information Exchange
System which will be im-
plemented by most
Caribbean territories in
2017-18, as well as in-
creasing fines and law en-
forcement

Calvin Wilson, CFATF
executive director, will de-
liver one of the keynote
addresses. Other speakers
include Robin Sykes, chief
technical director,
Financial Investigations
Division (Jamaica) and
Susan S François, direc-
tor, Financial Intelligence
Unit (T&T).

AS excitement builds
about the impending brief
visit of US President
Barack Obama, the
American Chamber of
Commerce thinks that it
represents a once in a life-
time opportunity to ex-
pand trade via the
Caribbean Basin
Initiative (CBI).

The American
Chambers of Commerce
Jamaica (AMCHAM) and
Trinidad and Tobago are
currently piloting an ini-
tiative aimed at expand-
ing trade and investment
in services between
Caricom and the United
States.

The group hopes to es-
tablish a new regime
dubbed Services to the
Caribbean (SOCA), to ad-
vance executive, legisla-
tive, and business-to-busi-
ness (B2B) initiatives be-
tween Caricom busi-
nesses and the US.
Ultimately,AMCHAM be-
lieves that the services
sector is the way to ex-
pand economic growth
and jobs for Jamaica and
its Caricom neighbours.

“CBI expires in 2020
and we have no doubt
that it will be renewed,
but the problem persists
with how relevant it is
when it was launched in
1983 and was focused on
goods, free trade zones
and manufacturing for ex-
ports", vice-president of
Manchester Trade and
advisor to SOCA, David
Lewis, stated via Skype at
the AMCHAM public
forum on SOCA initiative
on Wednesday.

Manchester Trade,
based in Washington DC,
has been in business for
two decades providing

strategic trade and busi-
ness advisory services to
American and interna-
tional clients in areas
such as trade negotia-
tions, export develop-
ment, investment promo-
tion, and legislative advo-
cacy. It works with its
clients to advance domes-
tic and global business
and policy interests in the
US market and abroad.

“The US president is
coming to Jamaica to
meet with the prime min-
ister on April 9 and there
is a wonderful opportu-
nity to bring the issue up,
and it’s a once in a life-
time opportunity. I think
if we then patch that in
with the business initia-
tive we are working on,
you end up having a good
coalition effort,” Lewis
said.

“We need to do it this
year, because when we get
to fall at the end of the
year we begin the season
of pre-election, and by
then it’s going to be very
difficult to get their atten-
tion on an issue which is
foreign and not critical to
them,” he added.

The AMCHAM initia-
tive, which was launched
in Washington DC two
years ago, seeks to refo-
cus the Caribbean Basin
Initiative (CBI), under
which Caribbean coun-
tries and Central America
receive several tariff and
trade benefits to the US,
to include services as the
dominant sector of
Caricom economies and of
US-Caricom trade and in-
vestment.

"We want the
Caribbean trade prefer-
ence relationship to be a
modern 21st century one,

which complements the
best of the CBI goods with
the potential and the real-
ity of servicing dominant
economies in the
Caribbean including man-
ufacturing,” he added.

Lewis stated that in
2008, Uruguay mobilised
its relationship with the
US and went from
US$100 million in serv-
ices exported to the US, to
US$1.3 billion last year.
The country’s free trade
zone which totalled nine,
grew to 13, creating
roughly 16,000 jobs in the
service sector.

“We took our decision
from what Uruguay did.
A small country with only
3.5 million people, no free
trade agreement and very
far away from the US --
but through their trade
and investment agree-
ment focused on services
as the key business areas
to start up and mobilise
their relationship with
the US,” Lewis stated.

The group is now in dis-
cussions with members of
the US Congress about

getting a part of the legis-
lation passed this year.

“You really want to
meet with your US busi-
ness counterpart and dis-
cuss how we can max-
imise trade and invest-
ment in services that we
currently have. That as-
pect, the business-to-busi-
ness matchmaking, will

help us to see the value
added to businesses in the
region and the recruit-
ment needed,” he added.

Caricom goods exported
to the US in 2012 totalled
US$12 billion, down from
US$32 billion in 2005. US
goods exported to
Caricom in 2012 were
US$19 billion, down from

US$40 billion in 2005.
Data indicates that in
2012 Caricom exported
about US$9.6 billion in
services to the world
while importing US$6.6
billion, showing a clear
competitive export edge
for the region’s services
sectors, according to AM-
CHAM.

More anti-money laundering scrutiny

DEFENDING against cy-
bercrime and risks and
threats to the financial
services industry are
among the issues to be
tackled when T&T hosts
the Banking on the Future
Summit 2015 on May 13
and 14 at the Hyatt
Regency, Port-of-Spain.
The event will focus on
case studies and experi-
ences as told by experts
and practitioners with a
truly global perspective.

There will be numerous
opportunities for members
of and vendors to the fi-
nancial community to gain
new insight and knowl-
edge, as well as interact
with experienced practi-
tioners and thought lead-
ers.

The two-day programme
will be based on world-
class expert insight, facili-
tation, collaboration and
accomplishments, featur-
ing presentations by a

range of experts, including
Craigg Ballance, presi-
dent, E-Finity Group Inc,
an executive adviser, au-
thor and management ed-
ucator whose work focuses
on developing greater un-
derstanding and value de-
livery between business
clients and technology re-
sources.

Other speakers are
Glynis Alexander-Tam,
general manager of
InfoLink Services Ltd

(ISL), Finance Minister
Larry Howai, Randy
Kahn, chairman of
AFTRA-SAG Federal
Credit Union; Mike Kelso,
vice president, Innovation,
DC Payments; Dr Peter
GW Keen, founder of Keen
Innovations; Dr James
Norrie, dean of Business
and Justice Studies, Utica
College; Bill Nelson, pres-
ident and CEO, FS–ISAC;
and Mark Ripplinger,pres-
ident and CEO, Everlink.

From left: Executive director of Amcham Jamaica, Becky Stockhausen, with
Minister Anthony Hylton and Reuben Smith- Vaughan, executive director of the
Association of American Chamber of Commerce in Latin America and senior
manager for Americas Policy and Advocacy US Chamber of Commerce.

T&T to host banking summit

Obama’s visit a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
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GRACEKENNEDY Group
CEO Don Wehby has an-
nounced a number of organ-
isational changes for both
the financial services and
food sections of the company
effective April 1, 2015.

The move is in keeping with
the company’s strategic goals
and its vision to become a global
consumer group, according to a
GraceKennedy news release,
and to eliminate duplication of
efforts and costs across the
group.

As a result, effective April 1,
2015, neither the Foods or
Financial Services divisional of-
fices, nor the titles of Divisional
CEOs will exist, and functions
which formally existed within
those offices will be reassigned.

“Our ultimate aim is to opti-
mise the structure of the
GraceKennedy Group in keep-
ing with best practices, making
the company more efficient,nim-
ble and productive.The changes
will ensure that our senior lead-

ership is strategically placed
within our businesses as we
poise ourselves to compete effec-
tively on a global scale,” Wehby
said.

Over at the GraceKennedy
Financial Group (GKFG),
Courtney Campbell will be ap-
pointed chief executive officer of
First Global Bank effective April
4. Campbell has more than 25
years of experience in retail, cor-
porate and investment banking.
He will retain the role of CEO for
GraceKennedy Financial Group
Limited ("GKFG") and will con-
tinue to have responsibility for
GraceKennedy Money Services
("GKMS"). Michelle Allen, CEO
of GKMS,will continue to report
to Campbell.

Meanwhile, current President
of First Global Bank Maureen
Hayden-Cater is stepping down
and has tendered her resigna-
tion effective April 3. “I really
want to thank Maureen for her
years of committed service to
First Global Bank and the

Group, and I wish her all the
best in her future endeavours,”
Wehby said.

GKFG Executive Director and
GraceKennedy Group CFO,
Frank James, will have respon-
sibility for the insurance seg-
ment, led by Grace Burnet,man-
aging director of Jamaica
International Insurance
Company Limited.

Steven Whittingham, manag-
ing director of GK Capital
Management Ltd, will report to
Don Wehby, chairman of that en-
tity’s board.

Over at GK Foods, the recent
acquisition of the La Fe Foods
Business in the USA is ranked
highly in its importance to the
Group’s strategic objectives.
Michael Ranglin has been sec-
onded to the USA as CEO of
GraceKennedy Foods – North
America, as well as CEO
/President of GraceKennedy
Foods (USA) LLC.

Ryan Mack will be appointed
CEO of GraceKennedy Foods –

Jamaica (Domestic), Caribbean
and International East. All sen-
ior general managers in Jamaica
including Gilroy Graham (in
charge of Grace Foods and
Services), Andrea Coy (head of
the Global Category
Management Unit) and Andrew
Ho (in charge of manufacturing)
will report to Mack, who will in
turn report directly to Group
CEO, Don Wehby.

The GK Foods & Services
Limited board will welcome two
new additions – Coy and
Cassida Jones, group chief HR
Officer.

“I am very confident that these
changes will allow us to imple-
ment our group strategy towards
regional and international ex-
pansion,”Wehby said. “2015 is a
very important year for us in
that regard, and we have identi-
fied increased focus on our cus-
tomers, as well as increased lev-
els of productivity as the keys to
our success. We are working
hard to achieve our objectives,
and I believe firmly that our new
appointees will do an excellent
job in helping us achieve our tar-
gets in a timely and efficient
manner,” Webhy concluded.

A SENIO1R official of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) says the impact of the
drop in oil prices globally will
affect recipient countries
under the PetroCaribe facility
differently, but indicated that
Haiti may be the most vulner-
able.

“Governments receiving
large flows and without alter-
native financing sources, like
in Nicaragua and Haiti, would
be most affected, although less
so than they would have been
in a world of higher oil prices,”
said Adrienne Cheasty, the
deputy director in the Western
Hemisphere Department of
the IMF.

Cheasty said governments
that have built buffers, like
Guyana, or that have alterna-
tive financing sources, like the
Dominican Republic and
Jamaica, should be affected
less.

“Belize would be particularly
affected as the lower oil prices
negatively impact the value of
its exports of crude oil,” she
said.

PetroCaribe is an oil alliance
of many Caribbean states with
Venezuela to purchase oil on
conditions of preferential pay-
ment. Caracas has assured
PetroCaribe members that the
aid will continue.

The system allows for the
purchase of oil at market
value, a portion of which is

paid upfront based on a scale
linked to the price of the oil,
while the rest is converted to a
long-term loan repayable in
17-25 years.

Cheasty, whose publications
focus on fiscal deficit measure-
ment, fiscal-financial issues,
and natural resource manage-
ment, said the lost income from
the oil price drop for Venezuela
has caused analysts to ques-
tion whether PetroCaribe sup-
port will continue.

Oil prices have dropped to
below US$50 a barrel from a
high of over US$100 a barrel in
June last year.

“The private sector should
see disposable income and
profits increase: application of
countries’ current pricing
mechanisms would lead to full
or near-full pass-through to
consumer prices in about two-
thirds of the region by end-
2015,” said the IMF official.

Regarding the impact on the
public sector, however, she said
the reduction or discontinua-
tion of PetroCaribe financing
would leave some governments
cash-strapped.

“If resources are not recycled
from the private to the public
sector in the form of financing
or reductions in energy subsi-
dies, some governments could
be forced to discontinue social
or investment programmes,”
Cheasty said, adding that
nearly all countries would face

some additional fiscal pres-
sures.

“Some public spending pro-
grammes may be particularly
affected. Even if PetroCaribe
continues, the decline in fi-
nancing will require new fi-
nancing or adjustment of
around 0.8 per cent of GDP on
average. Nicaragua and Haiti,
lacking market access, ample
reserves, or deep domestic fi-
nancial markets, may need to
adjust the most. Guyana and
St Kitts and, to a lesser extent,
Jamaica have built buffers to
offset the impact.”

She said that were the
PetroCaribe arrangement to
end, deficits are projected to
increase in Antigua, Dominica,
Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, and
Nicaragua to the extent that
governments take over un-
funded social programmes or
infrastructure projects.

“A couple of countries with
energy subsidies, notably
Haiti, plan to offset the addi-
tional cost by recovering fore-
gone revenue on the taxation
of fuel products. In sum, the
drop in oil prices is more com-
plex for members of
PetroCaribe than for other oil
importers. Like others, their
countries will gain,” said
Cheasty.

“But their governments may
nonetheless lose. Mainly
sweet, but a little sour,” she
added.

JAMAICAN investment in
Haiti, via companies such as
Digicel and Jamaica Broilers, is
quite well known locally.But less
known is the fact that it is not a
one-way street,and that Haitian
investment in Jamaica is con-
siderable – at least in the gaso-
line retail sector.

The Texaco brand, which has
been in Jamaica for more than
93 years, has been owned by
Haitian company GB Energy
since 2012, and last month re-
newed its licence.

GB Energy is part of the GB
Group, a Haitian conglomerate
with interests in a wide range of
businesses in the Haitian econ-
omy, including the agricultural,
manufacturing, construction,
consumer goods, logistics, trade,
and energy sectors.

Chairman Gilbert Bigio – re-
puted to be one of Haiti's richest
individuals – founded the fam-
ily-run company in 1972.

Since November 2012, the GB
Group has owned the Texaco
brand of gas stations in Jamaica
– 67 across the island, control-
ling seven per cent of the local
gasoline retail sector.

Last month the company an-
nounced that it had retained its
exclusive right to commercialise
fuel under the Texaco brand in
the Dominican Republic,
Jamaica and St Maarten.The li-
cence includes the use and mar-
ket rights of the Techron brand
of additives for gasoline and
diesel in those markets.

"Today we supply 67 stations,
have increased the number of in-
dustrial accounts as well as our
market share in aviation fuelling
supply. GB Energy is also pres-
ent in one terminal in the
Jamaican market," according to
the GB website.

In total, the company operates
more than 350 gasoline retail
stations, 13 airports. and six pe-
troleum terminals, its Facebook
page says. The company has a
presence in six countries,among
them the Dominican Republic,
Jamaica,St Maarten,and Haiti.

The GB Group has been in the
energy sector since 2003 when it
acquired Shell's fuel operations
in Haiti with a local investor. In
2009, it expanded further by ac-
quiring Chevron's Texaco opera-
tions in Haiti.

The company created GB
Energy in 2012 for the acquisi-
tion of Chevron – Texaco's down-
stream assets in three additional
countries in the Caribbean, in-
cluding Jamaica, the Dominican
Republic, and St Maarten.

The petroleum retail sector
has been shaken up in recent
years.Total from France bought
out Roy deCambre's National pe-
troleum stations, while another
French company – Rubis – now
owns the former Shell-branded
stations.

Meanwhile, a Barbadian com-
pany, Sol, has entered the mar-
ket with its own lubricants, but
has not yet been able to open its
own gasoline stations.

IMF official examines drop in oil
price on PetroCaribe members

Haitian investment in
Jamaica considerable

Don-Wehby (left) and Courtney Campbell

GraceKennedy restructures
for global expansion
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FOR the first time, there
are more black Uber cars
on the streets of New York
City than traditional yel-
low taxis, figures have re-
vealed.

The New York Taxi and
Limousine Commission
said there were 14 088
registered Uber cars com-
pared with 13 587 yellow
cabs.

However, the number of
trips taken in yellow cabs
far outpaces Uber rides.

That is because many
Uber drivers work part-
time, whereas taxis often
operate all day.

Uber, which was intro-
duced in 2011, claims that

its UberX rides are often
the same price - or
cheaper - than the aver-
age yellow taxi ride.

But many users have
complained about extra
fees and so-called “surge
pricing", when Uber
charges more for rides
during busy periods like
New Year’s Eve.

Furthermore, tradi-
tional taxi owners and op-
erators have said that the
company’s labour model -
in which worker’s gener-
ally operate as at-will,
freelance contractors - is
not sustainable.

“Uber having an unlim-
ited number of cars means

no drivers - taxi or black
car and livery - will earn a
decent living,” said
Bhairavi Desai, executive
director of the New York
Taxi Workers Alliance, an
advocacy group for driv-
ers of both Uber cars and
yellow taxis.

Uber has been expand-
ing rapidly across the
globe, and recently an-
nounced plans to hire one
million female drivers by
2020.

However, it has come
under fire for both break-
ing local laws regarding
transport, as well as for
various safety issues with
some of its drivers.

THE takeover of the
UK bank comes less
than a year after it re-
joined the stock mar-
ket when Lloyds
Banking Group sold
off 50% of the business.

Sabadell’s 340p a share
offer is 4% above TSB’s
Thursday’s close.

TSB shares rose 2% to
333p, suggesting investors
are not fully confident the
deal will go through.
Lloyds Banking Group

rose 0.5% to 79.92p.
The 340p offer price is

29% above the level at
which investors valued
the TSB business on 11
March, before Sabadell
stepped in.

Lloyds is selling its re-
maining 50% stake to
Sabadell.

The deal needs the ap-
proval of UK regulator the
Prudential Regulatory
Authority, as well as the
European Commission

and shareholders.
TSB said that if a

takeover went ahead,
Sabadell would continue
to “operate TSB as a ro-
bust competitor in the UK
banking market, building
on the TSB brand name”
and Sabadell would sup-
port and accelerate its “re-
tail growth strategy".

TSB has 8,600 staff and
631 branches. Sabadell
was founded in Barcelona

in 1881 and now has 2,320
branches.

Sabadell, Spain’s fifth-
biggest bank, plans to di-
versify by expanding over-
seas, to offset sluggish
growth in its home mar-
ket.

Lloyds had been ordered
to sell the bank by
European regulators as a
condition of its govern-
ment bailout during the
UK financial crisis of 2007

to 2009.
It has until the end of

2015 to sell the rest of its
TSB stake.

The UK bank sold its

Spanish retail banking
business to Sabadell in
2013 in exchange for a
1.8% stake in Sabadell.

TIFFANY & Co’s quar-
terly sales fell for the first
time in five years and are
expected to decline further
as a strong dollar not only
keeps tourists away from
its flagship New York jew-
elry store but also reduces
the value of sales over-
seas.

Sales outside the United
States account for roughly
half of Tiffany’s total rev-
enue, while tourists have
historically accounted for
a quarter of U.S. sales.The
company’s Fifth Avenue
store counts on tourists for
about 40 percent of sales.

Although Tiffany has
been battling the effects of
a strong dollar for months,
the drop in fourth-quarter
sales surprised analysts,
most of whom were ex-
pecting an increase.

The dollar gained about
9 percent between
November and January,
which takes in the holiday
shopping season, and it is
widely expected to rise
further this year.

Tiffany, whose shares
fell more than 3 percent
on Friday, said sales were
expected to drop 10 per-
cent in the quarter ending
April, mostly because of
the dollar.

“Tourist purchases are
expected to continue to be

pressured in the
Americas,” Chief
Financial Officer Ralph
Nicoletti said on a post-
earnings conference call.

The company said it ex-
pects profit to fall 30 per-
cent in the current quar-
ter and more modestly in
the second.

A recovery in the next
two quarters would de-
liver “minimal growth” in
full-year profit from the
$4.20 per share earned in
the year ended Jan. 31.

Edward Jones analyst
Brian Yarbrough said he
doubted Tiffany would
meet these targets.

Tourists spent $34.55

billion in the United
States in the November-
January period, down 1.5
percent from a year ear-
lier, according to the gov-
ernment’s Office of Travel
& Tourism Industries.

Tiffany’s fourth-quarter
revenue slipped to $1.29
billion from $1.30 billion.
Analysts were expecting
$1.31 billion, according to
Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.

Net income was $196.2
million,or $1.51 per share,
in line with the average
analyst estimate.

Tiffany’s shares were
down 3.5 percent at
$83.38 on the News York
Stock Exchang

TSB agrees
£1.7bn
takeover by
Spain’s
Sabadell

Uber cars outnumber
yellow taxis in New
York City

Tiffany’s sales fall for
first time in five years

TSB - the bank formerly owned by Lloyds - has agreed to a £1.7bn takeover by Spanish bank Sabadell.

New Yorkers still take more trips in traditional yellow taxis, even though there
are more Ubers on the road.

The Tiffany and Company flagship store is seen on
Fifth Avenue in New York



Monday March 23, 2015 • 21Business Monday

THE UK’s largest bank
HSBC is rejigging re-
sponsibilities at board
level.

Sir Simon Robertson is
stepping down as senior
independent director and
remuneration committee
chairman.

Former Bank of
England deputy governor
Rachel Lomax will be-
come the senior inde-
pendent director and the
former Centrica boss Sam

Laidlaw will chair the re-
muneration committee.

In February, the BBC
reported HSBC’s Swiss
private banking business
helped customers evade
taxes between 2005-07.

Ms Lomax and Mr
Laidlow have been on the
board since 2008.

Sir Simon, who has
been on the board for nine
years has agreed to stay
on as deputy chairman
for another year.

JAGUAR Land Rover is
recalling more than 36
000 sport utility vehicles
(SUVs) in China after
state television aired
complaints over its gear-
boxes.

The recall affects its
Range Rover Evoque
SUVs and the carmaker
will extend the warranty
period for the affected ve-
hicles’ gearboxes.

A CCTV show on

Sunday had accused the
UK carmaker of failing
to respond to customer
complaints over the gear-
boxes.

Other major foreign
car manufacturers were
also targeted in the show.

Nissan, Volkswagen
and Mercedes-Benz’ joint
ventures in China were
accused of over-charging
customers at its service
outlets. All of them have

apologised.
In addition to the re-

call, Jaguar Land Rover
also apologised to cus-
tomers on its Sina Weibo
blog, which is like
China’s version of
Twitter.

Jaguar Land Rover re-
cently invested in the
world’s biggest car mar-
ket, by opening its first
£1bn Chinese production
factory near Shanghai in

October.
Shares of the com-

pany’s Indian parent
Tata Motors were down
1.5% in Mumbai.

Chinese state broad-
caster CCTV has tar-
geted foreign companies
on World Consumer
Rights Day on March 15
in the past, with notable
brands like Apple and
McDonald’s facing criti-
cism.

KATHARINE Viner is
to become the first fe-
male editor-in-chief of
The Guardian newspa-
per.

Viner, currently editor-
in-chief of the broadsheet’s
New York-based US web-
site, will take over from
the departing Alan
Rusbridger in the summer.

Viner joined The
Guardian in 1997 and has
been its deputy editor as
well as editor of its
Saturday edition.

Her other roles include
editor of its G2 supple-
ment, deputy women’s ed-
itor and editor of its
Weekend magazine.

“Being editor-in-chief of
the Guardian and
Observer is an enormous
privilege and responsibil-
ity,” Viner said in a state-
ment.

She was “honoured", she
added, to be “leading a first
class team of journalists
revered around the world
for outstanding reporting,
independent thinking, in-
cisive analysis and digital
innovation".

Rusbridger, who has ed-
ited The Guardian since
1995, said his successor
would “bring immense ex-
perience, flair, warmth,
imagination and formida-
ble energy”to her new role.

The Scott Trust, owner
of the Guardian Media
Group, chose Viner over
one other candidate after a
seven-hour meeting.

Dame Liz Forgan, out-
going chair of the trust,
said Viner had “shown
herself to be an inspiring
and courageous leader”
with a “deep commitment
to The Guardian’s tradi-
tions of plural, liberal jour-
nalism".

Viner was educated at
Ripon Grammar School in
North Yorkshire and at
Oxford University.

Earlier this month she
won 53% of votes in a staff
ballot to choose the next
editor.

Katharine Viner appointed
new Guardian editor

HSBC
announces
board-level
reshuffle

Jaguar Land Rover in China
SUV recall after TV report

Viner moved to New York last year to head up Guardian US.
Rusbridger is to become chair of the Scott Trust,
which owns Guardian Media Group.

UK automaker Jaguar Land Rover is recalling more than 36,000 vehicles in China.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 09-Mar-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.65 $1.81 300 5,045

Banks Holdings Limited 06-Mar-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.82 8,856 1,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 26-Feb-15 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 105

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Mar-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.47 $2.49 176 4,848

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 10-Mar-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 12,240

FirstCaribbean International Bank 20-Mar-15 75,000 $1.90 $1.80 $1.80 $1.90 $0.10 - $1.90 - 6,354

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 17-Mar-15 - - - $0.20 $0.20 - $0.20 - 45,417 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Mar-15 5,690 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.00 $0.52 - 4,310 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 20-Mar-15 2,000 $6.43 $6.43 $6.43 $6.43 $0.00 $6.43 $6.49 1,333 1,314

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 17-Mar-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.38 1,510 1,000

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 - 

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 19-Mar-15 - - - $19.86 $19.86 - $19.50 $20.00 9,860 14,186

One Caribbean Media Limited 18-Mar-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.75 $8.00 36,997 205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 9,100

Sagicor Financial Corporation 19-Mar-15 - - - $1.72 $1.72 - - $1.72 - 285

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 82,690 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15  $95.00            $101.50   5,000     15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 09-Mar-15 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 20,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $95.00         $103.00 41,000    41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 615,000

MUTUAL FUND
March 20, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

13-Mar-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4749 -0.0049
13-Mar-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4850 0.0014
13-Mar-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2655 -0.0006
12-Mar-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.288 0.0000 
13-Mar-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.8766  4.8766  4.8766   0.0009
13-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8469 0.0061
13-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0056 0.0034
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.7253   4.7253 4.6308   0.0572
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUNDm 0.8370   0.8370 0.8202   0.0166
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4340   1.4340 1.4053  0.0065
120-Mar-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND            w   2.27 0.00
20-Mar-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.01
20-Mar-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w    1.05 0.00
* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK         75,000      $1.90 $1.80    $1.90    $0.10
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND     5,690      $0.52 $0.52    $0.52    $0.00
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 2,000      $6.43 $6.43    $6.43    $0.00

Fixed Income Market
Security Volume
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 7% 2023            4,000
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 6.25% 2019       3,000
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 7.75% 2025       3,000
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 6.875% 2024     2,000
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 7.375% 2027     1,000
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 7.75% 2032       1,000

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
March 20, 2015

One security advanced and two traded firm as 82,690 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $158,067.75.
FirstCaribbean International Bank was the volume leader trading 75,000 shares at a high of $1.90 and a low of $1.80 before closing up
ten (10) cents at $1.90. They were followed by Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Value Fund and Goddard Enterprises Limited which
traded 5,690 and 2,000 shares respectively.

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 158,814 shares. The top three companies traded were FirstCaribbean
International Bank with 75,575, Massy Holdings Limited with 21,013 and Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Development Fund with
19,443 shares.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
March 20th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

March 20, 2015 March 19, 2015
Local  2,194.13 2,127.95 66.18 
Cross-list 1,720.67 1,720.67 -   
Composite 623.46 611.35 12.11 

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
March 20, 2015 March 19, 2015

Local  5,500.51 5,342.80 157.71 
Cross-list 2,885.40 2,885.40 -   
Composite 8,385.91 8,228.20 157.71 

NEWS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sagicor Financial Corporation - Directors have fixed March 19th,
2015 as the record date for the determination of shareholders entitled to
receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Company.

Cave Shepherd & Company Limited - Directors have fixed March
18th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of shareholders
entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of the
Company.

PUT THROUGH NOTICE

CIBC FirstCaribbean Trust and Merchant Bank Limited would like to
announce the put-through of 14,925 shares in Goddard Enterprises
Limited at $6.40 set to take place on March 24th, 2015. 

BSE NOTICE

Trinidad Cement Limited - Trinidad Cement Limited wishes to advise
Shareholders that at a meeting of the Board of Directors held on
Thursday February 26, 2015, the Board confirmed a decision to offer
shares  in the Rights Issue in Trinidad and Tobago only, and to exclude
all other jurisdictions in which TCL's shares are listed. The decision was
made, having regard to the complexities involved in satisfying the
requirements of the various regulatory bodies in these jurisdictions, and
its effect on the stringent timeframe for the Rights Issue, especially
since the Rights Issue is intended as a method of recapitalization to
fulfill, inter alia, conditions imposed by TCL's lenders.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.bse.com.bb/
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A STARBUCKS PR cam-
paign to unite customers
with conversations about
race appears to have back-
fired, as the company’s big
roll-out was widely mocked.

“Black Coffees Matter",
“African-Americano” and
“Stolen-from-the-Gold-Coast
Blend” - these aren’t unfortu-
nate slogans for Starbucks
drinks but jokes about the coffee
chain’s latest marketing cam-
paign.

The race-related puns are just
one aspect of a trending hash-
tag begun after the company
launched “Race Together".

The corporate coffee giant
said on Monday that it wanted
to engage customers in a con-
versation about race after on-
going protests about police
treatment of minority commu-
nities and race-related social
movements online.

This involves baristas scrib-
bling the words “Race Together”
on cups and attempting to “en-
gage customers in conversation
through Race Together stickers
available in select stores",
Starbucks said.

But instead of conversation
over caffeine, social media hi-
jacked the #racetogether hash-
tag, which so far has over 20
000 mentions.

Despite Starbucks also tak-
ing out full-page ads in The New
York Times and USA Today, the
idea was not a hit

Criticism was fierce but often
humorous. Guardian US re-
porter @Zachstafford tweeted:
“Barista:Your total is $5.45 Me:

You can just put that on my
reparations tab. Thanks.
#raceTogether.”

“Before they write
#RaceTogether on cups, can
Starbucks just spell my name
correctly? #SahanMinha
#HansonMinaja
#SaddamHussain,” Daily Show
comedian Hasan Minhaj asked
on Twitter.

In a related hashtag,
#NewStarbucksDrinks,Twitter
users made race-related puns
to rename popular Starbucks
items - “Mocha Money, Mocha
Problems” “No Chai Left
Behind”“Black Coffees Matter”
and “BY ANY BEANS NECES-
SARY".

Social media users tweeted
out memes and jokes using the
hashtag #racetogether

In a local Washington DC
Starbucks, BBC Trending asked
several customers their views
on the campaign.

Some were positive but most
agreed it was not the best way
to approach the issue.

“I like the idea that they are
addressing the issue as it’s easy
to sweep it under the rug,” said
Krystina Kodomichalos, 21, a
student, “but confronting
strangers is not the way to go
about it. It doesn’t seem very
well thought through.”

Many brought up practical is-
sues like what exactly employ-
ees would say, who they would
approach and whether it was
really possible to have a conver-
sation in a busy queue for a
latte.

“It would be strange,” said

Sharon Johnson, 55, from
Stafford, Virginia. “I’d want to
know their intentions and I’d be
worried about holding up the
line.

“What are they going to ask?
Do you like black people?” said
Ash Clements, 41.

“I care about the issue and
talk about it all the time with
my friends, but in the morning
I just need to get my coffee
quickly so I can get to a meet-
ing.”

His colleague, Joe Davis,
agreed that it was awkward and
questioned what they could ac-
complish.

“Maybe if they were to part-
ner with a non-profit or hold fo-
rums in the coffee shops - but
right now this idea has no struc-
ture or obvious goals,” said Mr
Davis, who runs a marketing

business for black-owned com-
panies.

In a press release Starbucks
explained the origins of what
many are calling an awkward
and cringe-inducing initiative.

“We at Starbucks should be
willing to talk about these is-
sues in America,” Howard
Schultz, Starbuck’s chief execu-
tive and chairman said.

“Not to point fingers or to
place blame, and not because
we have answers, but because
staying silent is not who we
are.”

They might wish now they
had stayed silent - at least in
the case of Starbucks’ communi-
cations vice-president Corey
duBrowa, who appears to have
deleted his Twitter account
after being challenged about the
merits of the campaign.

“@coreydu so are you unblock-
ing/blocking people who are ac-
tually engaging you on a con-
versation abt race? How #race-
together is a stupid idea?”
tweeted @krageinsf.

Starbucks is not the first to
misjudge public sentiments and
be lambasted online.

In 2014, #mynypd by the New
York City police department
backfired, with social media
users tweeting images of NYPD
violence, abuse and racial profil-
ing.

“Race Together is not a solu-
tion,” Starbucks said in the
press release, but “it is an oppor-
tunity to begin to re-examine
how we can create a more empa-
thetic and inclusive society".

Despite these intentions,
#RaceTogether could be a de-
cidedly one-way conversation.

US car giant General Motors
is to pull its Opel brand in
Russia after plummeting
sales, and significantly cut
back Chevrolet production.

GM will focus on selling top-
end products in Russia such
as Cadillacs, Corvette and
Camaro sports cars, and Tahoe
sports utility vehicles.

Mainstream GM brands
have suffered as Russia’s car
market has shrunk.

The company said it would
mothball its St Petersburg fac-
tory by the middle of the year.

“There may be severance”
for the 1 000 employees, and
there was no current plan to
restart production in the fu-
ture, GM spokesman Dave

Roman said.
GM president Dan Ammann

said: “This change in our busi-
ness model in Russia is part of
our global strategy to ensure
long-term sustainability in
markets where we operate.

“This decision avoids signif-
icant investment into a mar-
ket that has very challenging
long-term prospects,” he
added.

Opel will leave the Russian
market by December.

Opel chief executive Karl-
Thomas Neumann said: “We
do not have the appropriate
localisation level for impor-
tant vehicles built in Russia
and the market environment
does not justify a major invest-

ment to further localise.”
Chevrolet will sever its pro-

duction deal with car-maker
Gaz, but its joint venture with
Avtovaz will continue to build
and market the Chevrolet
Niva.

GM would continue to hon-
our Opel and Chevrolet war-
ranties and provide parts and
services, it said.

In February, Opel sales
plunged 86% in Russia com-
pared with the year before,
while Chevrolet saw a 74%
drop.

The move was likely to re-
sult in about $600m (£409m)
in one-off losses, around a
third of which would be non-
cash expenses, GM said.

Starbucks #RaceTogether campaign
mocked online

GM to pull Opel out of
Russia and cut back
Chevrolet production

Many noticed that Starbucks’ marketing photos for the campaign only featured white hands

Opel will leave the Russian market by December Opel chief ex-
ecutive Karl-Thomas Neumann said.
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CEO of this country’s
Financial Services
Commission (FSC),
Randy Graham, says
he makes no excuses
for the tough
regulatory policy 
the Commission is
undertaking.

“I concur that the FSC
has been aggressive
in building what we
consider to be a robust
regulatory framework in
Barbados,” he told the
annual general meeting
of the Light and Power
Employees Co-operative
Credit Union Limited.

“In particular, we have
focused on quarterly
reporting and early
warning indicators,
which can allow us as
regulators to take an
early and pre-emptive
action to correct
irregularities in the
financial position of an
entity, hopefully before
the challenge becomes
insurmountable,” he
explained.

According to him, this
is the mandate of the FSC
and as a regulator, the
promotion of financial
stability in Barbados is a
job that “my staff take
extremely seriously and
it is a daily maxim which
we live by in the office”.

He went on, “I therefore
make no excuse for the
regulatory programme
the FSC has
implemented. Further, I
say to you here today and
to the people of Barbados
that they can rest
assured that the FSC is
on the job.”

Graham, who insisted
the FSC continues to 
be transparent in its
operations, emphasised
that they intend to do
their job and “we will
make the decisions that
we think are necessary 
to promote financial
stability where we have
good reasons without fair
or favour”.

He maintained that
they at the FSC believe
that their approach to

FSC on Page 10
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ABSOLUT was the vodka
of choice as Mount Gay
Distilleries Limited cele-
brated Red Advertising
& Marketing Limited’s
recent capture of eight
ADDY Awards from the
American Advertising
Federation for work done
on its behalf.

In dominating the local
awards haul, Red secured
honours for the premium
vodka brand in categories
such as On-Site
Promotion, Non-
Traditional Advertising,
Integrated Consumer
Campaigns, Online
Campaigns, Online
Branded Content, Social

Media, Exterior
Animated Site and 
Logo Design.

Art Wars, a live paint-
ing competition inspired
by Absolut’s Transform
Today campaign, received
the majority of awards,
with awards also going 
to the Absolut Karnival
launch and the “live” LED
wall at Mojos Bar in
Christ Church.

“Never afraid to push
the boundaries of creative
advertising, Red has once
again delivered fantastic
results behind several
truly innovative cam-
paigns that break the
mould, transcending tra-

ditional advertising,” said
Carla Jackson, Brand
Manager at Mount Gay
Distilleries Limited, the
local distributors for
Absolut.

“Absolut is a premium
brand with a global repu-
tation and we are excep-
tionally pleased that our
marketing has excelled
across so many different
media platforms. Absolut
Art Wars as a concept was
absolutely right for the
brand and has style lead-
ers and local artists still
talking about it and the
brand.”

Tracey Garcia, Co-
Creative Director at Red,

also commented on the
awards.

“Maintaining the stan-
dard of high quality work
for a global brand such as
Absolut is always a chal-
lenge. We look forward to
and we were ecstatic
when the results were 
announced,” she said.

“We must also say
thank you to Mount Gay
for entrusting Red with
such a prestigious brand.
We strongly believe that
our attention to detail,
coupled with our cutting-
edge approach to creative,
can ensure continued
growth for the brands
which are included under

Mount Gay’s umbrella.”
Red Advertising &

Marketing Limited once
again dominated the local
advertising award haul
with 39 awards overall,
including 12 gold awards
and the prestigious
Judges’ Choice Award for
Art Direction.

This year’s ADDY
Awards – the creative
award show of the
American Advertising
Federation (AAF) of
which the Caribbean
Advertising Federation
(CAF) is a member – 
attracted a record 995 
entries from 51 compa-
nies.

Artist Kevon Hall (right) and mixologist David Barker ruled the Art Wars in 2014.

Red toasts Absolut with ADDY Awards

FSC GETS TOUGH – puts strong regulatory 
programme into effect

Discipline key to growth
– Page 5



WASHINGTON –
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz
plans to announce
today that he will run
for president, becom-
ing the first high-pro-
file Republican to
enter the 2016 contest.

Cruz has hinted openly
for months about his in-
tentions to seek the GOP
nomination, and his plan
to jump into the race for-
mally was confirmed by a
strategist for the first-
term Republican senator,
who spoke to The
Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity so as
not to preclude the an-
nouncement.

While Cruz is the first
Republican to declare his
candidacy, he is sure to be
followed by several big
names in the GOP, includ-
ing former Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush, Wisconsin Gov.
Scott Walker and two
Senate colleagues,
Kentucky’s Rand Paul and
Florida’s Marco Rubio.

Details about Cruz’s
Monday campaign launch
were first reported by The
Houston Chronicle.

Cruz, 44, has consider-
able appeal among the
Republican Party’s base of
conservative voters.

Following his election to

the Senate in 2012, the
former Texas solicitor gen-
eral quickly established
himself as an uncompro-
mising conservative will-
ing to take on Democrats
and Republicans alike.
Criticized by members of
his own party at times, he
won praise from tea party
activists for leading the
GOP’s push to shut the
federal government dur-
ing an unsuccessful bid to
block money for President
Barack Obama’s health
care law.

One of the nation’s top
college debaters while a
student at Princeton
University,Cruz continues
to be a leading voice for
the law’s repeal. He also
promises to abolish the
Internal Revenue Service,
scrap the Education
Department and curtail
federal regulators, liken-
ing them to locusts.

Cruz has left little doubt
about his 2016 intentions
in recent weeks. He made
his first trip to New
Hampshire earlier this
month to help lay the
groundwork for a presi-
dential campaign, having
already begun to ramp up
outreach to party activists
and donors.

While in New

Hampshire, Cruz told vot-
ers his daughter, Caroline,
had given him permission
to join the presidential
race in the hopes that the
family puppy would get to
play on the White House
lawn instead of near their
Houston high-rise condo.

“If you win, that means
Snowflake will finally get
a backyard to pee in,”Cruz
said his daughter told
him.

Cruz is set to release a

book this summer that he
said would reflect themes
of his White House cam-
paign.In a recent
Associated Press inter-
view, he said he wants to
counter the “caricatures”
of the right as “stupid,”
“evil” or “crazy.”

“The image created in
the mainstream media
does not comply with the
facts,” he said.

The son of an American
mother and Cuban-born

father, Cruz would be the
nation’s first Hispanic
president. While born in
Canada, two lawyers who
represented presidents
from both parties at the
Supreme Court recently
wrote in the Harvard Law
Review that they think
Cruz meets the constitu-
tional standard to run.

Cruz would retain his
Senate seat through early
2019 if he fails to win the
presidency.

Monday March 23, 2015 • 17The Barbados Advocate

BOGOTA – U.S. authori-
ties confiscated a US$180
million shipment of co-
caine from Colombian
drug traffickers aboard a
boat on the Pacific Ocean
bound for the United
States, the Colombian at-
torney general’s office said
on Saturday.

The Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA)
found 5.28 tonnes of the
drug aboard the vessel,
captured in international
waters off Central
America, said Alexandra
Ladino, director of the at-
torney general’s special-
ized police force, which co-
operated with the DEA on
the operation.

The Panamanian-
flagged boat had earlier
departed the Colombian
port city of Buenaventura,
Ladino said.The drugs be-
longed to a Colombian
trafficking group, which
she said would not be
named for fear of compro-

mising further investiga-
tions.

Fourteen crew mem-
bers, from Colombia and
other Latin American
countries, were detained
and will be processed in
the United States, Ladino
told reporters.

Colombia, a major co-
caine producer, manufac-
tures some 300 tonnes an-
nually, according to the
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime.
Authorities confiscated
about 166 tonnes of the
drug in 2014.

Marxist rebels, gangs
made up of ex-paramili-
taries and small cartels
dominate much of
Colombia’s narcotics
trade. Cocaine and other
drugs are some of the
principal sources of fi-
nancing for groups 
fighting in the country’s
50-year civil war, which
has killed over 200,000
people.

US authorities seize 
$180 million Colombian
cocaine shipment

Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz 
to launch presidential bid

Ted Cruz, R-Texas 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). When you can't exactly
choose what you want, you may as well want what you
already have. There's something hidden in it that you
didn't see before. Try looking at it from different angles. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The fog may veil that
beautiful view on the horizon, but when it lifts -- and it
always lifts -- you'll once again see the possibilities. Until
then, use the eyes of your intuition.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Getting to know a person
will be as exciting as traveling to a new place. If you can
get a peek into someone's private environment, you'll
learn much more than you would from spending hours
with this person in public. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22). Don't quit too easily or too
soon. Keep going. You don't have to be brash or abrasive
about it. In fact, you're better off subtly, unobtrusively
hanging in there. There will be a prize for the one who
never gave up. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You can mend whatever cracks,
but whether it's a vase or a reputation, the damage will be
visible. That's why today it will be better to take care, err
on the side of caution, go slow and be conservative. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The lessons of early life are
the hardest to unlearn. Mostly, that's a positive -- you've
learned key behaviors to survive and thrive. Still, there is
some misinformation from your early days. Retrain! 
LIBRA(Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Keep that pleasant demeanor.
It might mean taking snacks so you don't get hungry or
arranging your own transportation, as no one likes to feel
that they are trapped into leaving when the other person
decides to. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Big problems can be
broken down into smaller ones and then dealt with one at
a time. Nonmonetary problems can be handled first, and
this will make it easier when it's time to negotiate the
financial issues. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It doesn't matter
how things were done before. The players are new; the
situation is new; this is a new age. Brainstorm solutions
to fit this fresh situation.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The thing you thought
you were doing just for the fun of it is now turning into a
competition. Offer enough game to make it interesting for
all, but not enough to turn this into something more
serious than it should be. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The reason there are so
many people in your network of friends, colleagues and
customers is that you continue to be resourceful, sincere,
friendly, low-key and all-around pleasant. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If you're not amused,
you're not learning. Blame the environment, the instructor
or anything but yourself. Take it as a cue to keep moving
until your curiosity catches up with you.
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LONDON – Richard III
was finally getting the cer-
emony and honour a king
deserves, 530 years after
his ignominious death in
battle.

Hundreds of people, in-
cluding some in period cos-
tume and armor, turned
out in Leicestershire yes-
terday to watch a proces-
sion carrying the remains
of the medieval king
whose bones were found
in 2012 under a parking
lot. The cortege made its
way to Leicester
Cathedral, where the
monarch will be properly
reburied.

Richard, the last
Plantagenet king, was
killed in battle against
Henry Tudor in 1485 and
buried hastily without a
coffin in a long-demol-
ished monastery.

His bones weren’t found

until 2012,when archaeol-
ogists excavated them
from a Leicester parking
lot.DNA tests,bone analy-
sis and other scientific
scrutiny established that
the skeleton belonged to
the king.

On Sunday, a hearse
carrying the monarch’s re-
mains, sealed inside an
oak coffin, processed
through Leicestershire’s
countryside to Bosworth,
the battlefield where the
monarch fell. Crowds
lined the route of the
cortege, and re-enactors in
costume fired cannons in a
21-gun salute.

Michael Ibsen,a descen-
dant of the monarch who
built the coffin that car-
ried Richard’s remains,
was among academics and
others who placed white
roses on the casket during
a short ceremony earlier

Sunday.
The coffin will lie in

Leicester Cathedral,
where it will be lowered
into a tomb on Thursday.

“His reburial at the end
of the week will have all
the dignity and solemnity
that his original burial
never had,” said Phil
Stone, chair of the Richard
III Society. It was time to
reconsider the king’s
legacy, he added.

The monarch was most
famously portrayed as a
hunchbacked villain in
Shakespeare’s play
“Richard III,” though some
historians say he was a
relatively enlightened
monarch whose name was
besmirched by his oppo-
nents.

“Let us remember King
Richard III:The good king.
The warrior king,” Stone
said.

PARIS – France’s gov-
erning Socialists never
expected to do well in
yesterday’s first-round
elections, and their
strategy worked just as
planned: Their conser-
vative rivals took first
place.

Before the elections for
2,000 local councils, the
Socialists urged people to
vote, hoping that turnout
would blunt the rise of
Marine Le Pen’s far right
National Front, even if it
meant Nicolas Sarkozy’s
conservative UMP would
be the victor.

Initial projections gave
the UMP party 31 percent
of the vote compared with
24.5 percent for the
National Front and 19.7
percent for the Socialists
and their allies. Turnout
was 51 percent, compared
with about 45 percent in

the same elections in 2011.
With little air of a man in

third place,Prime Minister
Manuel Valls was the first
to praise the far right
party’s defeat.

“This evening, the ex-
treme right, even it is too
high, is not at the forefront
of French politics,” Valls
said. “When we mobilize
the French, it works.”

Le Pen was nowhere on
the ballots themselves,but
her National Front is try-
ing to build a grassroots
army of local officials to
buttress her presidential
ambitions in 2017.

France’s council elec-
tions are in two rounds, so
victory Sunday determines
which candidates can con-
test a second vote March
29.

The Socialists, which
currently control the ma-
jority of the councils, are

deeply unpopular after the
government’s failure to
turn around France’s econ-
omy. Both they and the
UMP are torn by infight-
ing, leaving the National
Front something of an
open field for the first
round.

But both the Socialists
and UMP, normally rivals,
have issued dire warnings
about France’s future
under a resurgent
National Front, whose op-
position to immigration,
radical Islam, and the
European Union has
helped transform the party
from a pariah under Le
Pen’s father.

Jockeying ahead of the
second round started mo-
ments after the first-round
results came in.

Valls essentially called
for voters to choose anyone
running against a National

Front candidate.
Sarkozy,who like Le Pen

is eyeing the 2017 presi-
dential race for a come-
back,told supporters to ab-
stain in the second round if
a UMP candidate wasn’t
running.

And Le Pen demanded
Valls’ resignation for “try-
ing to lead a campaign
against the people, a filthy
and violent campaign that
stigmatized millions of
French voters.”

One outcome is certain:
Half of those elected will
be women.

Instead of voting for indi-
vidual candidates, the bal-
lots contain tickets — one
man, one woman — in
order to overcome years of
failed efforts to get more
women into government.
Currently, only 16 percent
of council members are
women.
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French far-right leader and National Front Party,
Marine Le Pen, exits from a polling booth as she
goes to vote for the first round of local elections,
yesterday, in Henin-Beaumont, northern France. 

Knights in armour lead King Richard’s coffin through the city towards
Leicester Cathedral, in Leicester, Britain, 22 March 2015.

LONDON – British po-
lice arrested four men
and two women after
they tried to force their
way into a synagogue in
Stamford Hill in north
London in the early hours
of yesterday morning.

The gang was seen
damaging property and
shouting abuse in video
footage posted on
YouTube.

Police said one wor-
shipper sustained minor
facial injuries when he

tried to prevent the group
entering the building.

“The incident is being
treated as an anti-
Semitic incident, due to
remarks made by one of
the group,” London’s
Metropolitan police said

in a statement.
“At this early stage,

there is no suggestion
that this was a far-right
or extremist attack but
rather the completely un-
acceptable actions of a
drunken group.”

Police said the people
involved were drunk, and
they were believed to
have walked to the area
from a house party
nearby.

They said they would
step up patrols to provide

reassurance to the local
community.

Stamford Hill is home
to one of the largest
Orthodox Jewish commu-
nities in Europe, with
about 30,000 Hasidic
Jews living in the area.

London police arrest six after synagogue attack in early hours

Vote blunts rise of France’s
far-right National Front

England: 530 years after
death, Richard III 
honoured before reburial

iii:The
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CLIMATE change could
have a “huge impact”
on China, reducing
crop yields and harm-
ing the environment,
the country’s top
weather scientist has
warned, in a rare offi-
cial admission.

Zheng Guogang told
Xinhua news agency that
climate change could be a
“serious threat” to big in-
frastructure projects.

He said temperature
rises in China were al-
ready higher than global
averages.

China, the world’s
biggest polluter, has said
its emissions of gases that
cause climate change will
peak by 2030.

However, the country

has not set a specific target
for cutting emissions of the
gases, mainly carbon diox-
ide.

‘Emphasise climate se-
curity’

Mr Zheng, the head of
China’s meteorological ad-
ministration, said warm-
ing temperatures exposed
his country to a growing
“risk of climate change and
climate disasters".

He said temperature
rises in China had already
been higher than the
global average for the past
century.

These are rare admis-
sions from a Chinese offi-
cial, BBC Asia analyst
Michael Bristow says.

China’s leaders have ac-
knowledged the damage

from global warming but
they usually do not lay out
the full scale of the prob-
lems.

Rampant pollution is
seen as a health risk to
many Chinese

Mr Zheng warned of
more droughts, rain-
storms, and higher tem-
peratures, which would
threaten river flows and
harvests, as well as major
infrastructure projects
such as the Three Gorges
Dam. He urged China to
pursue a lower-carbon fu-
ture.

“To face the challenges
from past and future cli-
mate change, we must re-
spect nature and live in
harmony with it,” the
Xinhua news agency

quoted him as saying.
“We must promote the

idea of nature and empha-
sise climate security.”

China and the US to-
gether produce around
45% of global carbon emis-
sions. Leaders from the
two countries are taking
part in a summit in Paris
this year that will aim for
a global deal to cut carbon
emissions by 2020.

China’s decades-long
pursuit of rapid economic
growth has boosted de-
mand for energy, particu-
larly coal.

Scientists fear that
pledges made so far to cut
emissions will not be
enough to avoid the harm-
ful impact of climate
change.

CLIMATE scientists at
leading universities are
joining forces to discuss
the basis of a set of prin-
ciples governing invest-
ment in fossil fuels.

They include academ-
ics at Oxford, Imperial
College London and
Harvard.

Prof Myles Allen, of
Oxford University, said
the move was similar to
principles governing in-
vestment in South Africa
under apartheid in the
1980s.

“This is a challenging
question being put to
universities,” he told
BBC News.

“We have the opportu-
nity here to think about
the most constructive
approach to the divest-
ment issue.”

Divestment is the op-
posite of an investment -
it means getting rid of
stocks, bonds, or invest-
ment funds that may be
regarded by some as un-
ethical.

The academics are due
to meet in May to begin a
one-year consultation
process.

It might end in some
form of agreement on a
set of useful principles
governing investment in
fossil fuels in the future,
said Prof Allen, profes-

sor of geosystem science
at Oxford.

He stressed that the
consultation, supported
by the Oxford Martin
School, was entirely 
independent of  
university endowment
boards’ decisions on in-
vestment being consid-
ered now.

Energy sector
Gabriele Hegerl,

professor of climate sys-
tem science at the
University of Edinburgh,
is among those due to at-
tend.

She said the meeting
was looking at building a
framework for how to
think about investments
in fossil fuels in view of
the urgent need to cut
emissions.

But she said it was too
simple to say we must di-
vest from oil and coal be-
cause the energy sector
could be part of the solu-
tion, through the likes of
carbon capture and stor-
age.

"We need to account for
the extent to which com-
panies invest in reduc-
ing emissions, and con-
tribute to the important
goal of limiting emis-
sions and limiting global
warming,” she told BBC
News.

This week, students at

Oxford University called
on its governing body to
decide whether to join
nearly 200 institutions
around the world in cut-
ting investments in fossil
fuels.

But it deferred the de-
cision, saying the matter
would be discussed in
May.

Several UK universi-
ties, including Glasgow
and Bedfordshire, have
already committed to the
growing campaign to
dump fossil fuel stocks.

And last year, Oxford
City Council voted to join
nearly 40 global cities in
selling their investments
in coal, oil and gas.

‘Unburnable’
In the past, there have

been a number of suc-
cessful divestment cam-
paigns, including tobacco
advertising and the
South African divest-
ment campaign of the
1980s.

The fossil fuel cam-
paign aims to pressure
government and compa-
nies to leave oil, gas and
coal in the ground.

Over 80% of coal, 50%
of gas and 30% of oil re-
serves are “unburnable”
under the goal to limit
global warming to no
more than 2C, according
to one recent analysis.

AN award known as “the
Nobel Prize for water” has
been given to an Indian
campaigner who has
brought water to 1 000 vil-
lages.

The judges of the
Stockholm Water Prize
say his methods have also
prevented floods, restored
soil and rivers, and
brought back wildlife.

The prize-winner,
Rajendra Singh, is dubbed
“the Water Man of India".

The judges say his tech-
nique is cheap, simple,and
that his ideas should be
followed worldwide.

Mr Singh uses a modern
version of the ancient
Indian technique of rain-
water harvesting.

It involves building low-
level banks of earth to
hold back the flow of water
in the wet season and
allow water to seep into
the ground for future use.

Mr Singh discovered the
vital need for solutions to
disappearing water while
working in a rural village

He first trained as a
medic, but when he took
up a post in a rural village
in arid Rajasthan he was
told the greatest need was
not health care but drink-
ing water.

Groundwater had been
sucked dry by farmers,
and as water disappeared,
crops failed, rivers, forests
and wildlife disappeared
and people left for the
towns.

“When we started our
work, we were only look-
ing at the drinking water
crisis and how to solve
that,” Mr Singh said.

“Today our aim is
higher.This is the century
of exploitation, pollution
and encroachment.To stop
all this, to convert the war
on water into peace, that is
my life’s goal.”

The Stockholm
International Water
Institute, which presented
the prize, said his lessons
were essential as climate
change alters weather
patterns round the world.

Its director, Torgny
Holmgren, said: “In a
world where demand for
freshwater is booming, we
will face a severe water
crisis within decades if we
do not learn how to better
take care of our water. Mr
Singh is a beacon of hope.”

In its citation, the judges
say: “Today’s water prob-
lems cannot be solved by
science or technology
alone. They are human
problems of governance,
policy, leadership, and so-
cial resilience.

“Rajendra Singh’s life
work has been in building
social capacity to solve
local water problems
through participatory ac-
tion, empowerment of
women, linking indige-
nous know-how with mod-
ern scientific and techni-
cal approaches and upend-
ing traditional patterns of
development and resource
use.”

The award was ap-
plauded by Katherine
Pygott, a leading UK
water engineer who has
drawn on Mr Singh’s work
to help prevent flooding in
the UK.

Climate change: China official
warns of ‘huge impact’

‘Water man of India’
bags top prize

Fossil fuels: Scientists
draw up investment
principles

Rampant pollution is seen as a health risk to many
Chinese.

Rajendra Singh, is known as “the Water Man of
India"
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ACTOR Verne Troyer was re-
portedly taken to hospital after
suffering a seizure.

Troyer, best known for play-
ing Mini Me in the Austin
Powers films, had the seizure
while attending the Heart of
Texas Comic Con in Waco on
Saturday, according to the
Hollywood Reporter.

A representative told the
website Troyer’s results came

back normal and that he was
doing fine.

“Everything’s ok, guys.
Thanks for the concern,”
Troyer tweeted after his col-
lapse.

Troyer, one of the shortest
men in the world as a result of
his cartilage-hair hypoplasia
dwarfism, also starred along-
side Mike Myers in The Love
Guru.

LOS ANGELES – Sean
Penn’s “The Gunman” was
no match for the rebel kids
of “Insurgent.”

The second instalment in the
“Divergent” series easily
topped the box office with $54
million from 3,875 theatres, ac-
cording Rentrak estimates
Sunday. Penn’s geopolitical
thriller stumbled with only $5
million.

While the second films in
both the “Hunger Games” and
the “Twilight” series boasted
opening weekend gains over
the first, “Insurgent’s” opening
nearly matches that of its
predecessor, “Divergent,” which
debuted to $54.6 million just
last year.

Many predicted a bit of
growth for this second film,
which sees the return of stars
Shailene Woodley, Theo James,
and Kate Winslet to author
Veronica Roth’s dystopian
world. But, both distributor
Lionsgate and box office ana-
lysts see the consistency as a
good thing.

"We’re extremely pleased
with the outcome,” said
Lionsgate’s President of
Domestic Distribution Richie
Fay.

“I think this is exactly where
we thought we’d be,” he added.
“We attracted a few more
males this time around, and I
think we’re headed in the right
direction. The uptick from
Friday to Saturday was consid-
erably higher than it was for
‘Divergent.’ That, the A-
CinemaScore and what’s com-
ing into the marketplace will
allow us to grow very nicely.”

According to Lionsgate, 60
percent of audiences were fe-
male.

Rentrak’s Senior Media
Analyst Paul Dergarabedian
credits Lionsgate’s consistent
release date strategy and im-
pressive marketing campaign
for the strong repeat perform-
ance.

“It’s really about driving a
very fickle audience, that teen,
YA – whatever you want to call
them – they’re really tough to
get a handle on. Their tastes
change like the wind,” he said.
“The key is keeping the young
adult audience engaged, ex-
cited and enthusiastic.”

“Insurgent” also performed
well overseas, taking in $47
million from 76 markets, bring-
ing its worldwide total to $101
million.

Disney’s live-action
“Cinderella,” meanwhile, fell
49 percent in Week 2 to take
second place with $34.5 mil-

lion. The PG-rated film has
earned an impressive $122
million domestically to date.

Also in its second weekend in
theatres, the R-rated Liam
Neeson-led action film “Run All
Night,” managed a slight edge
over Open Road’s “The
Gunman.” Neeson’s film, a
Warner Bros. release, dropped
54 percent with its $5.1 million
weekend, while Penn’s film de-
buted in fourth place with only
$5 million.

"You have a lot of R-rated
competition out there right
now,” noted Dergarabedian,
who also added that Penn’s
foray into the action genre has
not garnered the best reviews.

“Kingsman: The Secret
Service,” one of the better per-
forming R-rated releases in re-
cent weeks, rounded out the
top five with $4.6 million in its
sixth weekend in theatres. The
20th Century Fox film has now
earned over $114.6 million do-
mestically.

“Over the past couple of
weeks, films driven by the fe-
male audience have done much
better than films driven by the
male audience. But that’s all
going to change because
‘Furious 7’ is on the way,”
Dergarabedian said.

“Put on your seatbelt and get
ready, because it’s going to be
an incredible ride in the com-
ing weeks,” he said.

Estimated ticket sales for
Friday through Sunday at U.S.
and Canadian theatres, accord-
ing to Rentrak. Final domestic

figures will be released
Monday.

1. “Insurgent,” $54 million
($47 million international).

2. “Cinderella,” $34.5 million
($41.1 million international).

3. “Run All Night,” $5.1 mil-
lion ($5 million international).

4. “The Gunman,” $5 million
($900,000 international).

5. “Kingsman: The Secret
Service,” $4.6 million ($8.5 mil-
lion international).

6. “Do You Believe?” $4 mil-
lion.

7. “The Second Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel,” $3.5 million
($3.2 million international).

8. “Focus,” $3.3 million ($7.9
million international).

9. “Chappie,” $2.7 million
($5.1 million international).

10. “The SpongeBob Movie:
Sponge Out of Water,” $2.4 mil-
lion ($3.2 million interna-
tional).

Estimated ticket sales for
Friday through Sunday at in-
ternational theatres (excluding
the U.S. and Canada), accord-
ing to Rentrak:

1. “Insurgent,” $47 million.
2. “Cinderella,” $41.1 million.
3. “Home,” $19.2 million.
4. “Taken 3,” $18.6 million.
5. “Lost and Love,” $16.2 mil-

lion.
6. “Kingsman: The Secret

Service,” $8.5 million.
1. “Focus,” $7.9 million.
2. “Big Hero 6,” $6.6 million.
3. “Chappie,” $5.1 million.
4. “Run All Night,” $5 mil-

lion.

TV presenter Jeremy Clarkson
has said comments he made last
week criticising the BBC were
meant as a joke.

The Top Gear host gave an ex-
pletive-filled description of the
corporation’s bosses while at a
charity event in London on
Thursday.

An investigation into the 54-
year-old’s current suspension
following a “fracas” with a pro-
ducer is still ongoing.

But writing in the Sunday
Times, Clarkson said his com-
ments were “all meant in jest".

He said his “choice language”
was to help boost the price of his
auction item - a lap of the Top
Gear test track.

“By being brief, controversial
and a bit sweary, I woke the
room up and the auction prize I
was offering... raised £100 000,”
he said.

Clarkson’s comments at the
Roundhouse Gala were made
more widely public on Friday
after a video of the event was
posted online.

During his speech, the presen-
ter also suggested he expected to
be “sacked”by the BBC,auction-
ing what he described as his
“last lap” on the race track.

In his newspaper column on
Sunday, he appeared to further
hint he was no longer working
for the corporation writing: “I
used to work on a television
show called Top Gear.”

The presenter was suspended
from the BBC Two show on 10
March, following an alleged al-
tercation with producer Oisin
Tymon.

A report over the incident is
due to be handed to BBC direc-
tor general Tony Hall next week,
who will consider the evidence
and “set out any further steps".

An online petition calling for
the presenter’s reinstatement
has been signed by more than
one million people since his sus-
pension.

Clarkson thanked his sup-
porters on Friday via Twitter
saying: “Many many thanks to
all of the people who have called
for my reinstatement. I’m very
touched. We shall all learn next
week what will happen.”

However writing in The Sun
on Saturday he said: “Protest
never works. Because we are all
plankton. And the world is run
by whales.

“You can be a big and impor-
tant plankton but that doesn’t
make a jot of difference if a
whale has decided to eat you up.
You can get a million other
plankton to dress up and wave
banners but Mr Whale won’t
even notice.”

The BBC said it would “not be
offering further commentary”on
any issues involving Clarkson
until the current investigation
was concluded.

‘Insurgent’ Seizes Top Spot
At Box Office, ‘Gunman’
Misfires

Jeremy Clarkson:
BBC comments
‘meant in jest’

‘Mini Me’ actor
hospitalised after
suffering seizure

Jeremy Clarkson was sus-
pended from Top Gear on 10
March following a ‘fracas’
with a producer.

Poster for Insurgent



Dear Wendy,
MY son’s girlfriend is pregnant. I
think there is a chance it may 
not be his, although she claims it
is.

I have asked him repeatedly if
he is sure the baby is his 
and he says yes, but the math
doesn’t seem right to me. I have
suggested that he seek a
paternity test, but I don’t 
think he’s going to take my
advice.

I am not the only person who is

questioning this, and I feel
terrible for having the doubt. He
has asked the girl to marry him
and she accepted. I couldn’t
believe it.

They were going to marry that
same month, but when my son
mentioned a prenuptial
agreement to protect the real

estate and other property he owns
(and that I’m financially involved
in), she blew up! 

She just about kicked him to
the curb. Now, thankfully, the
wedding is postponed. Her
overboard reaction has added to
my suspicion. What do you 
think?

– WORRIED FATHER

Dear WF,
I agree that before your son

marries this woman,
everything should be out in
the open.

Regardless of whose child
she is carrying, your son may
be in love with her and it may
not matter to him.

If the child is indeed his, a
paternity test would lay any
doubts to rest.

For your son not to insist on
having a prenuptial
agreement under these
circumstances would be a
mistake, and I hope he will
reconsider.

– JANE
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Bridge

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

Girlfriend’s 
claims is not
convincing

mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Corey Greaves

BARBADOS’
Kimberley Gittens
came out with a flurry
of punch which
rocked her surprised
opponent just as the
bell rung and blazed
her way to a TKO vic-
tory over Trinidad
and Tobago’s
Kimberley Jackson.

It was the second fe-
male contest and first
one with a regional
flavour as the Barbados
Boxing Association
hosted the Horace
Phill ips Memorial
Boxing tournament at
the St. Michael School on
Saturday.

Gittens had earlier
turned heads in her
warm up through a slew
of combinations into the
focus mitts that hit their
mark. As she entered the
right she looked unas-
suming but focused. With
the sounding of the bell
there seemed to be a
switch turn on and she
advance to meet her op-
ponent in the middle and
sending retreating into
her corner.

A battery of  unan-
swered punches came
from the local boxer, and
the referee had to step in
to give the standing
eight count to the
Trinidadian. Jackson
was lucky to escape the
round as Gittens deliv-
ered another set of unan-
swered punches to the
midsection and then to
the head of Jackson.

However though
clearly leading the round
and the contest, Gittens
form was not perfect and
at time she left herself
opponent as she threw
her combinations. But
Jackson was not up for
the task of even seeing
or trying to counter and
Gittens knew it. Another

set of unanswered combi-
nation in the second
round saw the inevitable
happen, TKO midway
through the second
round.

Gittens was also re-
warded as the best boxer
on the night for her per-
formance.

In other matches on
the night, Barbados
Ricardo Blackman deliv-
ered a smart victory over
Guyana’s Seon Griffith.
Blackman has looked to
be in charge early in the
first round with a set of
two-punch combinations.
But never backed down
and kept advancing for
the entire contest.

It was in the second
round that a clear advan-
tage was finally seen as
Blackman rocked

Griffith with a right
hand that sent him
stumbling back. Giffith
found it hard to track
down Blackman at times
and was on the receiving
end of many side steps
which were accompanied
by a quick punch to the

face.
Blackman also ap-

peared to be hurt from
one of the Giffith
punches but quickly re-
gained his composer to
battle back.

In the end Blackman
won all three rounds and

the flyweight Elite Youth
boxer title 30-27, 30-27,
30-26.

Barbados Jabali
Breedy was taken to all
three rounds by Jamal
Eastman from Guyana
in a contest which went
the distance.

Breedy danced his way
in the first round and
was a live wire, all over
the place as Eastman
found himself throwing

a number of punches and
missing.

With the action back to
a normal pace in the sec-
ond round Breedy went
on to win by unanimous
decision 30-25, 30-27, 30-
26.

In the other bouts
Charles Cox, had to wait
patiently before demis-
ing Christopher Harris
Iprecious Lythcott went
down to Kelly Ann Black.

…Ricardo Blackman and Jabali Breedy also in winners Row

Kimberley Gittens is all smiles after collecting her
trophy for her victory.

Akeem Farkey (facing)
and MIchael Griffith

Blackman taking one to the nose from Guyana Seon
Griffith.

Kimberley Gittens stars with the gloves
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THE Cricket World Cup
began on Feb. 14 with
14 teams. More than a
month later, the tourna-
ment has been reduced
to four countries in-
cluding defending
champion India, four-
time winner Australia
and its co-host New
Zealand, and South
Africa.

“The best four teams are
in the semi-finals, and I
don’t think many people
could disagree with that,”
New Zealand coach Mike
Hesson said yesterday.

Here’s a quick guide to
the semi-finals. The win-
ners advance to the final
on Sunday,March 29 at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground:

New Zealand vs.
South Africa

Tuesday, March 24
Eden Park
Auckland, New Zealand

(0100 GMT)
SO FAR: Co-host New

Zealand hasn’t lost a
match in winning Pool A
and then defeating the
West Indies by 143 runs in

the quarterfinals. South
Africa lost two of its six pool
matches to finish second in
Pool B and also had a com-
fortable win in the quar-
terfinals, beating Sri
Lanka by nine wickets.

THE STARS: For New
Zealand, Martin Guptill
has been exceptional, scor-
ing a World Cup-record 237
not out in Saturday’s win
over the West Indies. He
has scored 498 runs in
seven innings and is sec-
ond only to Sri Lanka’s
Kumar Sangakkara’s 541
in the scoring standings.
New Zealand’s Trent Boult
leads all wicket-takers
with 19 while teammates
Daniel Vettori and Tim
Southee have added 15
each.For South Africa,A.B.
de Villiers has tallied 417
runs and is always a threat
at the crease. Legspinner
Imran Tahir has taken 15
wickets for the Proteas,
while Morne Morkel has
added 14.

QUOTABLE: “We’ve got
a lot of scouting to do of a
quality South African
side:” Guptill on the semi-
final opposition.

"It was a big-pressure
game, and we just showed
everyone that we can do it:”
de Villiers after South
Africa ended its decades-
long streak of never win-
ning a knockout match at
the World Cup.

Australia vs. India
Thursday, March 26
Sydney Cricket Ground
Sydney (0330 GMT)
SO FAR:After a lacklus-

ter test series and one-day
tri-series tournament in
Australia in which India
couldn’t manage a win, the
defending champions have
been perfect at the World
Cup, winning all six pre-
liminary matches to finish
first in Pool B and then
beating Bangladesh by 109
runs in the quarterfinals.
Australia lost by one
wicket to New Zealand and
only received a point for a
washed-out match against
Bangladesh to finish sec-
ond to the Kiwis in Pool A.
The co-hosts beat Pakistan
by six wickets in the quar-
terfinals.

THE STARS: India
opener Shikhar Dhawan is

among the tournament
leaders with 367 runs
scored while Mohammed
Shami has taken 17 wick-
ets, placing him third
among all bowlers in the
tournament so far.
Australia has received con-
tributions from a number
of batsmen in its lineup,
but none feature among
the top 10 scorers, while
left-arm fast bowler
Mitchell Starc is second to
Boult among leading
wicket takers with 18.

QUOTABLE:
“Australia’s batting is en-
couraging for Indian pac-
ers.They can put pressure
on the Aussie lineup:” re-
tired Indian batsman
V.V.S. Laxman.

“They’ve worked out con-
ditions and they’ve spent
so much time here. I think
M.S.Dhoni deserves a lot of
credit the way he’s been
able to turn things around
as the leader, as the cap-
tain. They’re playing some
really good cricket, there’s
no doubt about it:”
Australia captain Michael
Clarke on the semifinal op-
position.

AUCKLAND, New
Zealand – New Zealand
coach Mike Hesson says
his team’s Cricket World
Cup semi-final against
South Africa on Tuesday
will be “a heck of a show.”

That ranks as an effu-
sive statement from the
quiet, studious Hesson
who specialises in casual
understatement and
takes pains to keep emo-
tions constantly in check.
He even struggles to
downplay the significance
or the potential of
Tuesday’s match at Eden
Park, which shapes as a
collision between the
hardest hitters and most
destructive bowlers in
world cricket.

Batsmen have reshaped
the way one-day cricket is
played in recent times,
laying waste to the game’s
many and most-enduring
records. South Africans
and New Zealanders have
been at the forefront of
that revolution.

South Africa captain AB
de Villiers, who has the
world’s fastest one-day in-

ternational century, New
Zealand’s Brendon
McCullum who has a
strike rate at this World
Cup of 185.51, and Martin
Guptill, who on Saturday
against the West Indies
produced the second-high-
est score in 50-overs inter-
nationals, the highest in
a World Cup and only the
fifth double century ODIs.
These players and many
more will share the stage
at Eden Park and even
Hesson can’t help but be
excited.

“It’s a one-off game,
we’re all desperate to be at
the big party,” he said. “I
think we’ll both turn up,
two sides that are playing
good cricket and it’s going
to be a heck of a show.”

Hesson said that after
its thrilling pool rounds,
after four one-sided but
still compelling quarterfi-
nals, the World Cup has
come to this ... survival of
the fittest.

“I think the best four
teams are in the semifi-
nals and I don’t think
many people could dis-

agree with that,” he said.
“South Africa on their day
are exceptional. (But) you
put them under pressure
and we’ll see what hap-
pens.

"They’re a good side,
very similar to us.They’ve
got a lot of match-winners
so if one or two don’t play
up then you expect the
other guys to turn up and
put in a match-winning
performance.”

Hesson says New

Zealand and South Africa
have no baggage coming
into Tuesday’s match but
it seems unlikley either
side can avoid its history.
South Africa had never
won a knockout match at
a Cricket World Cup until
it beat Sri Lanka in its
quarterfinal and, though
that win was emphatic, it
hasn’t entirely removed
the belief that the Proteas
are a team that falters in
knockout games.

PAKISTAN will pin their
hopes on the next genera-
tion after their World Cup
campaign ended with a
quarter-final exit to
Australia but with depart-
ing skipper Misbah-ul-
Haq warning the team is
not up to international
scratch.

Pakistan, the 1992
champions, lost their first
two matches to India and
the West Indies before
staging a comeback with
four consecutive wins to
earn a berth in the quar-
ter-finals.

But Pakistan went
down by six wickets
against Australia in
Adelaide, a defeat which
critics argue exposed the
weaknesses of the players
and system.

None of Pakistan’s
younger batsmen –
Ahmed Shehzad, Umar
Akmal and Sohaib
Maqsood – could match
the guile of 40-year-old
Misbah who was the main
run-getter with 350 in
seven matches.

“It’s necessary that the
younger batsmen take re-
sponsibility,” said Misbah,
who quit ODI cricket after
Friday’s defeat.

“They are talented play-
ers but maybe they were
not made responsible
enough to help the team.”

Akmal is the most tal-
ented of them all but he
failed to turn his full po-
tential into performances,
scoring only 164 runs in
seven innings.

His dismissal on
Saturday, giving a simple
catch to Aaron Finch off
part-timer Glenn
Maxwell, highlighted his
shortcomings.

Shehzad managed 222
at the tournament while
Maqsood scored 124 in
five innings.

“If our cricket is to
match international stan-
dards then our youngsters
have to work hard,” said
Misbah.

“They are the best per-
formers in domestic
cricket so they have to
take the mantle from us.

“Besides batting, fitness

and fielding are two key
areas where our players
have to work very hard be-
cause they are not up to
international standards,”
said Misbah.

Pakistan’s preparations
for the World Cup were
badly hit by the suspen-
sion of ace spinner Saeed
Ajmal for an illegal bowl-
ing action and injuries to
pacemen Umar Gul and
Junaid Khan and spin-
ning all-rounder
Mohammad Hafeez (also
suspended for his action).

Former captain Wasim
Akram said the system is
so faulty that there are no
back-ups.

“When Ajmal and
Junaid were out, we did
not have back-up bowlers
and that hit Pakistan
badly,” said Wasim.

“Until and unless we
put our house in order we
are not going to stand up
and be counted against
top teams like Australia,
India and South Africa.”

The return of Junaid
and possibly of
Mohammad Aamir, who
started playing domestic
cricket last week after his
five-year ban for spot-fix-
ing was relaxed, will
strengthen the bowling.

But it’s the batting woes
that need attention, a
problem Misbah hoped
would be solved sooner
rather than later.

“Maybe the lack of in-
ternational exposure was
hurting the batsmen so I
have suggested to the
Pakistan Cricket Board
that they arrange more
and more cricket for these
youngsters because bats-
men can only get better
with exposure,” said
Misbah.

Pakistan’s most press-
ing task will be to pick up
a new captain for the one-
day team.

Hafeez would be one
contender as is Shehzad
but both have their prob-
lems of their own.

Hafeez’s bowling action
was deemed illegal in
November while Shehzad
has a history of discipli-
nary problems.

Pakistan pin
hopes on
struggling next
generation
after Cup exit

A guide to the Cricket 
World Cup semi-finals

Hesson: New Zealand-South
Africa to be “a heck of a show”

New Zealand coach Mike Hesson

far:After


BY his own lofty stan-
dards, Virat Kohli has
had a modestWorld Cup
so far.

But his Indian team-
mates all think the elegant
stroke-maker will live up to
his reputation as a big-
match player when it mat-
ters.

And few games matter
more than Thursday’s
semi-final against
Australia. For Kohli, it’s a
golden opportunity to get
back amongst the runs.

“I don’t think he has bat-
ted badly.When he has got
an opportunity he has
scored runs,” India’s World
Cup captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni said.

“It’s not that he has

scored a century every time
he has gone out to bat. But
everybody relating his per-
formance with the test se-
ries and expecting a hun-
dred in every innings from
him.”

Kohli’s lean run at the
World Cup has been puz-
zling, partly because of his
great record record in One
Day Internationals and his
great form this summer.

He has scored 22 ODIs,
averages almost 52 from
157 matches in the format
and is among India’s best
batmen.

He replaced Dhoni as test
captain for India’s last
match against Australia in
Sydney in January and
scored four hundreds in the

series and averaged over
86.

But his form in ODI has
fallen away.He made a cen-
tury in India’s opening
World Cup match against
Pakistan but hasn’t made a
fifty since.

Known equally for his
silken touch with the bat
and a penchant for run-ins
with opposition players,
Kohli also found himself
embroiled in controversy
after swearing at a journal-
ist over a story about his
personal life. The batting
mainstay was censured by
the Indian board for his
ugly outburst against the
travelling Indian journalist
in Perth and advised to
maintain his cool.

After his 107 against
Pakistan in Adelaide, he
has scored 46, 33 not out,
33,44 not out,38 and 3 and
Dhoni backed him for a big
one soon. “I don’t think

there has been any poor
shot selection.He is a dom-
inant batsman who likes
playing his shots when he
goes in to bat,” Dhoni said.

“It’s quite difficult but at

the same time I feel it is im-
portant to keep focussing
on the process. It’s just
around the corner and big
players always score in big
games.”
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Maxwell believes home field advantage could be key as the co-hosts look to end the defending cham-
pions’ seven-match winning streak at the tournament.

Kohli’s lean run at the World Cup has been puzzling, partly because of his great
record record in One Day Internationals and his great form this summer.

SYDNEY – Australia bat-
ting star Glenn Maxwell
wants the Sydney Cricket
Ground to be mean and
green for Thursday’s
World Cup semi-final
against India despite the
pitch’s reputation as a
spinners’ paradise.

Maxwell believes home
field advantage could be
key as the co-hosts look to
end the defending cham-
pions’ seven-match win-

ning streak at the tour-
nament, an impressive
run which has seen them
bowl out the opposition in
every match.

“Hopefully we get a 
fast one (pitch). It has
been a pretty good wicket
this year and hopefully
there is a bit of grass
there as well,”
said Maxwell, who is 
desperate for a track
which will play into the

hands of an attack which
boasts fast bowlers
Mitchell Starc, Mitchell
Johnson and Josh
Hazlewood.

India have a woeful
record at the SCG where
they have triumphed just
once in 14 ODIs against
Australia – with their
only win coming back in
2008.

“They haven’t won a
game against us all sum-

mer, hopefully we can
make the most of that,”
said Maxwell in reference
to Australia’s dominance
in the Test and ODI se-
ries which preceded the
World Cup.

“Hopefully that is
pretty clear in their 
memories. We’ve been
dominant all summer in
the ODI format.
Hopefully we can con-
tinue that.”

AUSTRALIA’S Josh
Hazlewood believes his
side’s recent success
against India will give
them a psychological ad-
vantage when they face the
reigning champions in a
World Cup semi-final in
Sydney on Thursday.

India may be unbeaten
at the World Cup but they
failed to win a match in the
preceding Test and one-day
tri-series in Australia.

“We have obviously
played them a lot this sum-
mer in both formats,” said
Hazlewood.“Iwouldsaywe
have the wood over them a
little bit in that regard,
winning the tri-series.”

The 24-year-old fast
bowler has featured in just
three of Australia’s
matches at the World Cup
so far but made the most of
his latest recall with a
man-of-the-matchreturnof
four for 35 in a six-wicket
quarter-final win over
Pakistan at the Adelaide
Oval on Friday.

New South Wales pace-
man Hazlewood said he
feared his World Cup was
over when Australia’s se-
lectors opted for Pat
Cummins before dropping
his fellow seamer following
an unimpressive return of
three for 42 in seven overs
against non-Test side
Scotland.

“Yeah, those thoughts do
run through your head,”

Hazlewood said. “But you
try and stay positive.

“Patty obviously picked
up a few wickets but had a
bit of a mixed bag in the
game last time, so left the
door a little bit ajar I guess.”

But the contest between
Hazlewood and Cummins
for a place in an Australia
attack led by in-form left-
arm fast bowler Mitchell
Starc may still have some
way to run at this World
Cup.

Australia’s selectorshave
tended to opt for
Hazlewood when wanting
additional new-ball fire-
power and gone for
Cumminswhenthey’ve felt
aneed forgreatervariety in
the ‘death overs’ late in an
innings. “It has obviously
been a toss of the coin job
for most of the tournament
between me and Pat, we
have got the nod in differ-
ent spots and in different
conditions,” said
Hazlewood. “So it was just
good to get another game
and hopefully impress.”

He added: “I bowl a lot
up front with the new ball
and swing it around and
try and take a few early
ones (wickets).”

“And obviously with Pat,
you can use him more in
the powerplay and at the
end with his change of pace
and his yorkers and bounc-
ers,he has got a bit of extra
pace ...”

India hoping ‘big’
player Kohli to deliver
against Aussies

Australia have edge
over India, says
Hazlewood

Maxwell wants Sydney Cricket Ground
to be green and mean this week
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LONDON – The absence
of Germany from this
year’s Formula One calen-
dar, confirmed on Friday,
would have been utterly
unthinkable a decade ago.

When Michael
Schumacher was king of
the ring, adored by an
army of red-shirted
Ferrari fans as seven-
times world champion,
Europe’s biggest economy
happily hosted two races
a year at Hockenheim and
the Nuerburgring.

Even that was not
enough for some, with
Germans flocking to
Hungary and Belgium and
further afield to pitch their
tents and watch the ‘welt-
meister’ at work.

Even now, with
Mercedes on top of the
world and four-times
champion Sebastian Vettel
driving for Ferrari and fol-
lowing in Schumacher’s
footsteps, there would ap-
pear to be all the ingredi-
ents to excite the home
crowd.

Instead, for the first time
since 1960, Germany has
no race and alarm bells are

ringing across the sport’s
heartland.

As the news spread on
social media, many fans
felt the sport – which
started the season in
Australia last weekend
with just 15 cars on the
grid and some of the 10
teams struggling to sur-
vive – was plunging
deeper into a crisis of its
own making.

Others feared it was
turning its back on its
roots, even if Germany
does return next year.

France, the cradle of
motor racing that gave the
sport so much of its vocab-
ulary – from chassis to
grand prix – as well as the
champagne celebrations,
was dropped from the cal-
endar in 2008 and has
failed to find a way back.

The last time Formula
One had a season without
a race in France or
Germany was 1955.

Monaco,Spa,Monza and
Silverstone all have some
protection as key races in
the heritage of the sport
but even then there are no
real guarantees in a world

where lavish new circuits
elsewhere offer far more to
Formula One’s coffers.

“I don’t think we’ll do an-
other contract,” Formula
One’s commercial
supremo Bernie
Ecclestone, who last year
paid a $100 million fine to
end a bribery trial in
Germany, said of Italy’s
Monza last year.

“The old one was a disas-
ter for us from the com-
mercial point of view.After
2016, bye bye.”

While new races in
Azerbaijan and Russia,
and relative newcomers
Abu Dhabi and Bahrain,
are prepared to shell out
handsomely to host
Formula One, European
circuits have long strug-
gled to pay the fees.

They depend on ticket
sales but that means pass-
ing on the burden to fans,
leaving families hard hit.A
category one weekend
pass to the German Grand
Prix last year cost 515
euros ($557).

Hockenheim, which has
alternated with the
Nuerburgring, attracted

just 52 000 race day fans in
2014 and suffered finan-
cial losses the circuit could
not contemplate incurring
for three years in a row.

The financially-troubled
Nuerburgring meanwhile
is under new ownership
who baulked at paying
what the contract stipu-
lated.

Ecclestone, who repre-
sents commercial rights
holders CVC Capital
Partners, has a duty to
maximise annual rev-
enues that currently stand
in excess of $1.5 billion and
rising.

He had tried to buy the
Nuerburgring himself last
year and was rebuffed.

While losing Germany
will be a blow, the 84-year-
old knows where the
money is. He already has
Mexico returning to the
calendar later this season
after a 23-year absence
and Azerbaijan coming in
next year.

Qatar is pushing hard
for a race, South Africa is
interested and there is
talk of a second grand prix
in the United States.

TRISTAN
WHITEHALL’S impres-
sive year at Coffeyville
Community College
continued earlier this
month when he set a
new school record at
the National Junior
College Athletics
Association (NJCAA)
Indoor Champion-
ships.

Whitehall finished sec-
ond in the Men’s Shot Putt

with a new personal best
of 17.30 metres while
Eldred Henry of Central
Arizona won with 19.08
metres.Alex Garza,also of
Coffeyville,was third with
16.98 metres.

Ashley Williams, for-
merly of Lester Vaughan
and now at Coffeyville, fin-
ished third in the Women’s
Shot Putt with 13.98 me-
tres. Janeah Stewart of
Iowa Central won with

14.71 metres while Trevia
Gumbs of Central Arizona
was second with 14.71 
metres.

Charles Greaves, now
competing for Central
Arizona,was also in action
at the championships
where he finished fourth
in the Men’s Long Jump.
Greaves’ fourth-place
jump of 7.45 metres came
on his very last attempt
while Shamar Rock of

Western Texas finished
tenth overall with a best 
of 7.00 metres.

Andreas Trajkovski won
with 7.68 metres, Earnet
Mosheleketi was second
with 7.55 metres while
Travonn White was third
with 7.48 metres.

Greaves and Rock also
competed in the Triple
Jump and finished sixth
and eighth respectively.

(PG)

HAMPSHIRE and
Warwickshire played to
a draw while there was no
result in the game be-
tween Northamptonshire
and a Barbados Select XI
when the English
Counties Cup continued
last week.

The highlight was
an unbeaten century
recorded by Kyle Hope
for the Barbados

Select XI against
Northamptonshire at
the North Stars Ground
in St. Lucy. Hope scored
113 not out as the Select
XI made it to 169-3 off
38 overs in reply to
Northamptonshire’s first
innings total of 233-5 off
45 overs.

Hope’s knock came off
113 balls and included 16
fours and two sixes.Aaron

Jones ended on 35 not
out.

Earlier in the match,
Josh Cobb scored 76 and
Rob Keogh 41 for the
English side. Kevin
McClean took 2-32 and
Chaim Holder 2-41.

Hampshire and
Warwickshire played at
the Windward Cricket
Ground in St. Philip.
Warwickshire won the

toss and restricted
Hampshire to 117-6 in 47
overs after electing to
bowl first. Danny Briggs
topscored for Hampshire
with 33 not out while
Lewis McManus made 26.

Warwickshire replied
with 173 all out with
Ateeq David leading 
the way with 59 while
Jonthan Webb made an
unbeaten 46. (PG)

Rain affects play in English Counties Cup

Whitehall sets school
record at NJCAA
Indoor Championships

LOS ANGELES – Steve
Nash, a two-time NBA
Most Valuable Player, an-
nounced his retirement on
Saturday after having
missed the entire season
for the Los Angeles
Lakers due to a nagging
back injury.

“I’m retiring from bas-
ketball.Thanks for all the
love through the years,”
the 41-year-old Canadian
posted on his Twitter
page, along with a link to
an essay on the Players
Tribune website explain-
ing his decision.

Nash, the son of an
English father and Welsh
mother born in South
Africa just 18 months be-
fore his family moved to
Canada, became a US col-
lege star at Santa Clara
and was selected 15th
overall in the 1996 NBA
Draft by the Phoenix
Suns.

The Suns traded Nash
to Dallas in 1998 and he
played six seasons for the
Mavericks, taking NBA
Most Valuable Player ho-
nours in the 2004-05 and
2005-06 seasons and es-
tablishing himself as one
of the top point guards
and assist men in the
league.

Phoenix signed him to a
free agent deal in 2004
and he stayed with the

Suns until joining the
Lakers in 2012.

Nash, a five-time NBA
season assists leader
known for accuracy at the
free throw line and as a 3-
point shooter, announced
last October he would not
play this season after doc-
tors advised him to sit out
because of lingering back
pain.

“The greatest gift has
been to be completely im-
mersed in my passion and
striving for something I
loved so much – visualis-
ing a ladder, climbing up
to my heroes,” Nash said
in his farewell essay. “The
obsession became my best
friend. ...Obviously, I value
my kids and my family
more than the game, but
in some ways having this
friend – this ever-present
pursuit – has made me
who I am, taught me and
tested me, and given me a
mission that feels irre-
placeable. I am so thank-
ful...”

Nash finished with av-
erages of 14.3 points and
8.5 assists over 1 217 NBA
games.

He summed up his deci-
sion to depart by saying,
“It’s bittersweet. I already
miss the game deeply, but
I’m also really excited to
learn to do something
else.”

Steve Nash

Germany follows France into F1 pits

Canadian star
guard Nash retires
after 18 seasons
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KINGSTON UPON HULL
(United Kingdom) – Loic
Remy scored within two
minutes of coming on as a
substitute as Chelsea bat-
tled to a 3-2 victory against
Hull that moved them six
points clear at the top of the
Premier League yesterday.

Goals from Eden Hazard
and Diego Costa put Jose
Mourinho’s side in command in
the first nine minutes at the
KC Stadium, but Hull showed
admirable determination to
draw level with two goals in
quick succession from Ahmed
Elmohamady and Abel
Hernandez before half-time.

Mourinho had warned his
side against complacency as
they bid to finish ahead of 
second-placed Manchester 
City and earn their first title
since 2010, so there was a real
sense of relief among Chelsea’s
players and supporters when
French striker Remy came off
the bench to score with 13 min-
utes left.

It was Blues’ first win in
three games in all competitions.

Hull know as well as anyone
just how incisive Hazard can

be after the Belgian had scored
twice in the last two Premier
League meetings between the
teams and it took him just 

78 seconds to make it three in
three.

Costa displayed trademark
strength to receive Nemanja

Matic’s pass and turn Alex
Bruce, laying the ball off to
Hazard in the process.

Hazard’s shot from 20 yards
arrowed beyond Allan
McGregor and into the corner
of the net.

Uruguay striker Hernandez
squandered a good chance to
level in the fifth minute.

David Meyler’s pass was
flicked on by Dame N’Doye to
Hernandez, but the Hull striker
rushed his shot and fired di-
rectly into the chest of Thibaut
Courtois.

As if to highlight Hull’s lack
of cutting edge, Costa doubled
the visitors’ advantage four
minutes later.

Hazard dropped deep to take
control of the attack and fed the
ball to Cesc Fabregas, who sup-
plied Costa in the left channel.

Michael Dawson made the
mistake of allowing the Spain
striker to carry the ball into the
18 yards box and the result was
a curling shot for his 19th club
goal of the season.

Chelsea’s French striker Loic Remy (left) shoots to score their goal during the English Premier
League football match between Hull City and Chelsea at the KC Stadium in Kingston upon Hull,
north east England yesterday.

Remy strikes late to steady Chelsea’s nerves
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BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

NADOE INVESTMENTS

Invest twenty five-thousand
dollars, get two-hundred and fifty

thousand dollars back.

Tel: 843-2269

FOR SALE
One Year Old

German Shepherd.  
Male-Working Dog 
Imported from UK.

Tel: 234-5987 or 433-8030.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom Building 2 - 2
Bedrooms 1 Bathroom
4,736 sq. ft. $300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two
storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms
building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
Apartment $1,600.00
monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 23/03/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

1995 MAZDA LANTIS
(DRIVING), 2004 FORD FOCUS
at McEnearney Garage at
1:00pm

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA
(WORKING) at Jones Garage at
1:20pm

2004 SUZUKI LIANA at
Simpson Motors at 1:45pm

CALL:231-1928

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600
NOTICES NOTICES

PARIS – Ireland retained
the Six Nations title for
only the second time in
their history as England
fell just short on Saturday.

England went into the
final game of the day
requiring a 26-point
winning margin and went
agonisingly close beating
France 55-35 in an
astonishing match at
Twickenham.

Ireland’s 40-10 win
earlier over wooden spoon
‘winners’ Scotland at
Murrayfield gave them
just enough breathing
space to record their first
back to back wins since
the old Five Nations in
1948/49.

Ireland
retain title
despite
England
heroics

LOS ANGELES –
Manny Pacquiao
welcomed a high-
profile visitor to his
training camp
Saturday with ties to
his native Philippines:
Tim Tebow.

Pacquiao is preparing
for his much-anticipated
fight with Floyd
Mayweather Jr. on May 2
in Las Vegas. The
Heisman Trophy-winning
former Florida QB posted
photos on Instagram of
the two together in
Pacquiao’s gym in Los
Angeles.

“Awesome being with

my Filipino and Christian
brother,”Tebow posted on
his Instagram account.

Tebow, who is known
for being very open 
about his Christian faith,
was born in the
Philippines to missionary
parents.

Pacquiao spokesman
Fred Sternburg said
Tebow and Pacquiao
know each other and
embraced when Tebow
came to the gym.

Promoter Bob Arum
was also there and they
watched Pacquiao spar
seven rounds, Sternburg
said.

Manny Pacquiao
welcomes Tim
Tebow to his
training camp

http://www.creis.com/
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LIVERPOOL –
Liverpool captain
Steven Gerrard issued
a frank apology
yesterday after being
sent off during his
side’s 2-1 Premier
League defeat at home
to arch rivals
Manchester United.

The 34-year-old, who
will join the Los Angeles
Galaxy at the end of the
season, came on at half-
time with Liverpool
trailing 1-0, only to be sent
off after 43 seconds for a
crude stamp on United
midfielder Ander Herrera.

“I don’t know what
caused it. I don’t know.
Probably just a reaction to
the initial tackle,”Gerrard
told Sky Sports.

“I shouldn’t say more
about it, really. I’ve just
come out here to apologise
to the dressing room and
supporters.

"I need to accept it. The
decision was right. I’ve let
down my team-mates and
the supporters. I take full
responsibility.

“I’ve been in the game
long enough (to know
what happens) when you
do something like that. I
take full responsibility.”

Liverpool manager
Brendan Rodgers
revealed that Gerrard had
said sorry to his
teammates after the final
whistle.

“Steven apologised to
the players and me in the
dressing room,” Rodgers
said.

“It was probably
frustration. We didn’t put
a tackle in the first half,
but the players adjusted
well.”

Juan Mata scored twice
for United, with Daniel
Sturridge replying for
Liverpool, as Louis van
Gaal’s side established a
five-point lead over their

rivals in the battle for
Champions League
qualification.

United striker Wayne
Rooney also saw a
stoppage-time penalty
saved by Liverpool
goalkeeper Simon
Mignolet.

“We kept the ball and
created a lot of
possibilities; not big
chances, but a lot of
possibilities to score,” said
United manager Van
Gaal.

“I said whoever could
beat the pressure shall
win. Juan Mata was very
good. He played always
good in my opinion with
me, so he’s one of my most
constantly playing
players.

“But sometimes you also
need balance in your team
and you have to select
other players. Now he 
has played very well 
and did this position very
well.

“It’s an amazing result
for the fans. We now have
a gap from positions five,
six and seven, which is
very important.”

Liverpool defender
Martin Skrtel was
fortunate to escape
unpunished after
appearing to stamp on
United goalkeeper David
de Gea as he chased a
through ball at the death,
but Rodgers played down
the incident.

“I have seen the Martin
Skrtel incident,” he said.
“The ball was played
through, but it probably
looks worse in slow-
motion.

“It looks like he is trying
to get a nick on the ball, to
get a toe on the ball, but
the ball went into the
goalkeeper’s hand. Martin
is not that type of player.
He was just a fraction
out.”

Gerrard sorry for red
card against Man Utd

Stephen Gerrard, right, receives his marching 
orders.
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OAKLAND, Calif. – With the playoffs
approaching, Stephen Curry fully
expects more out of Golden State
over the next three weeks.

That might not be a good sign for the
rest of the Western Conference.

Curry bounced back from his worst
shooting performance of the season to
score 24 points, Leandro Barbosa added
a season-high 19 off the bench and the
Warriors pulled away late to beat the
Utah Jazz 106-91 on Saturday night.

“Coach (Steve Kerr) is probably going to
treat a lot of games ... as playoff-like as
possible,” Curry said. “We just have to
play hard, (do) whatever is asked of us
these last 13 games,be mentally locked in
and focused and continue to win. You
don’t want to stumble into the playoffs.”

One day after shooting four of 17 in a
win over New Orleans, Curry went eight
for 18 from the floor against a Utah
defense that had been the NBA’s stingiest
over the past three weeks.He also showed
a little grit after sitting out the first seven
minutes of the fourth quarter when he
crashed to the floor after being fouled
hard by Derrick Favors.

Curry is likely to get more of that
treatment as the postseason draws near,
which is why Kerr has been careful to
get his All-Star guard some rest.

Barbosa’s big night helped the Warriors
keep rolling while Curry sat. It also

helped offset the loss of Klay Thompson,
who remains sidelined with a foot injury.

“LB was great,” Kerr said.“What we’ve
been most impressed with is his defense.
He’s gotten dramatically better, both on
and off the ball. He’s just such a burst of
energy off the bench.”

Draymond Green added 15 points, six
rebounds and seven assists for the
Warriors (56-13), who have the best
record in the NBA.

Favors had 21 points and 11 rebounds
for the Jazz. Utah lost for only the fourth
time since the All-Star break.

The Jazz trailed the entire game but
stayed close enough to keep the Warriors
from letting up.

“The ball is sticking too much on the
perimeter for us,”Jazz coach Quin Snyder
said. “I didn’t think we were very good at
reading what we wanted to do before the
catch. The ball stopped and then you get
locked in.”

Trey Burke’s three-pointer pulled Utah
to 89-83 with 8:30 remaining.

Andrew Bogut, kept quiet most of the
night while going against 7-foot-1 Utah
center Rudy Gobert,helped Golden State
pull away with four points as part of an
8-2 run that pushed the Warriors’ lead to
97-85.

Golden State, which clinched a playoff
berth earlier in the week, needs three
more victories to tie the franchise record.

Curry bounces back to lead
Warriors past Jazz 106-91



CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER and Founder of
the American University 
of Barbados (AUB) School
of Medicine, Dr. Gary Brar,
has expressed the school’s
commitment to Barbados
and says that the
contribution the school is
making to this country’s
economy is increasing with
each year it remains in
operation.

He made the comments while
speaking to The Barbados
Advocate at the Lands Down,
Silver Sands, Christ Church
campus, following the recently
held Student Awards.

“When you look at the fact
that we started very small in
Wildey and were able in short
order to move to this campus
where we have 30 people
staying, and another 20 staying
in the neighbourhood, shows 
we are growing and we are
working towards welcoming
another 40 to 50 in September
and they are all going to be
putting into the economy,” he
explained.

The CEO added, “And with
every student we welcome from
outside of Barbados, their
families come to visit them and
that is tourism. For this latest
function, we had 11 guests from
Canada alone and also the
High Commissioner of India
and they are all here for a week,
two weeks and they will
contribute to the economy.”

CONTRIBUTION on Page 7
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TWICE AS NICE! Team Vittel took top spot in the 2015 Surfside Wellness Centre Corporate Fat Loss Challenge and also
successfully defended their 2014 title in the process. The results were confirmed during an awards ceremony, which was held at
the Surfside Warrens location, last Saturday evening. Team Vittel was represented by Troy Best, Ricky Nurse, Alexcine Waterman,
Romel Lewis, Kathy Peters, Thornhill, Rivere Williams, Kristin Alleyne and Deidre Mathurin. Here, some of the team members pose
with their trophy. 

AUB DOING ITS PART

Boxing:
Kimberley Gittens

stars with 
the gloves
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