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OUTSPOKEN cleric
Monsignor Vincent
Blackett has made a
call for the Church to
sit at the table of the
Social Partnership.

He was speaking at the
annual church service at
the St. Patrick’s Roman
Catholic Cathedral in cel-
ebration of the National
Union of Public Workers’
(NUPW) 71st anniversary
and to mark the beginning

of Public Workers’ Week
2015.

According to Monsignor
Blackett, “One of the
things I’ve been asking for
the longest time … is that
the churches should be
represented where the so-
cial partners are con-
cerned,” he said about the
tripartite arrangement.

“I don’t see how you can
have social partners in
Barbados with the

Christian community not
being part of it. Our con-
stituency is much wider
than any particular group,
and yet we are not there.”

This reality, he said, is
not fair and should be
changed in the future.
“What we need are people
working together for the
good and development of
all people, and we must be
inclusive,” he said.

He was speaking to a

congregation, which in-
cluded NUPW president
Walter Maloney and act-
ing general secretary
Roslyn Smith as well
other members of the ex-
ecutive, staff and mem-
bers vying for top posi-
tions in the upcoming elec-
tion to be held on April 1.

Monsignor Blackett also
issued a number of 

NUPW on Page 5

PROGRAMME Specialist
for UN Women Gabrielle
Henderson believes that
Barbados and the rest of
the Caribbean region still
have a ways to go in terms
of moving towards gender
equality.

She made this clear
while speaking to mem-
bers of the media recently
at the United Nations
House during two-day a
Masculinities and Gender
Equality workshop,
Marine Gardens, high-
lighting that women were
often engaged in low-pay-
ing jobs or victims of vio-
lence, two major issues
that need to be addressed.

According to her, it was
critical to not only speak
to women and girls, but to
educate men and boys on
the rights of women, in a
move to ensure that all
genders fought against in-
equality.

"We are focusing on
working with men and
boys to get them to under-

stand gender equality and
working towards it while
recognizing the indispen-
sable role that men and
boys play to promoting
gender equity and devel-
oping societies based on
gender equity. Coming
after International
Women's Day this work-
shop helps that process
where we recognize that
even though we have
made some gains in
Barbados and the
Caribbean, we still have a
long way to go,"
Henderson stressed.

Commenting on the re-
sponse from local men's
groups, she pointed out
that that there had been a
definite interest by the
men's groups.

"This kind of work may
be somewhat new in
Barbados and what we
hope to do is develop inter-
est in this and under-
standing in the work of
men and boys," she added.
(JMB)

More work 
to be done to
attain gender
equality

INCLUDE THE
CHURCH! Calls for the Church

to be involved in the
Social Partnership

Monsignor Vincent Blackett.

A SPLASH OF COLOUR IN THE CITY: The Rotaract Clubs of Barbados, with the kind 
sponsorship of Harris Paints, came together yesterday to express their creative side and beautify
Barbados at the same time by painting a mural at the Fairchild Street Bus terminal. The youth 
organisation is also celebrating Rotaract Week. (See page 3)



2 • Monday March 16, 2015 The Barbados Advocate



By Ashlee Cox

THE City of
Bridgetown is the
newest recipient of a
mural makeover in
Barbados, thanks to
the Rotaract Clubs of
Barbados and main
sponsor Harris Paints.
As the youth organisa-
tion sought to cele-
brate Rotaract Week,
they came together
and decided to make
the Fairchild Street
bus terminal, the
home of their beautifi-
cation project.

As noted by

Community Service
Director of Rotaract
South, Kristen Asha
Scantlebury, the location
was chosen because of its
state of cleanliness and
because it was a very im-
pacting area for the
mural project.

“So I got the commu-
nity services directors
from the other clubs to
join me in doing a proj-
ect, so that would be
Rotaract South, UWI
and West. I told them
that I was thinking of
beautifying an area in
the form of a mural, be-
cause it is visual, so then

it would be more impact-
ful and persons would
not only see it and it
make a difference in the
place being pretty, but we
would also get to send a
message in terms of hav-
ing our logo,” she noted.

She also explained that
the Fairchild Street bus
terminal had been the lo-
cation in town, which
seemed the most un-
clean, as well as a very
visual area, where those
who caught the bus, were
passers-by and even
drivers would be able to
see their work, as not
only were they painting
the mural, but they were
also cleaning up the
area.

Hoping to have the
mural finished very soon,
she noted that the main
thing they wanted
Barbados to see, was the
Rotaract’s motto, ‘Service
above self ’ and to get
them to really embrace
that saying and take it
into their own lives.

“The main thing is our
motto: ‘Service above
self ’ ;so we are hoping
that when people pass,
that they get the service
above self and that they
take that into their
lives... when they passed,
they actually stopped
and read the motto, so
yes the pictures are
pretty and what’s not,
but the service above self
is what we really want
persons to see,” she ex-
plained.
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FOUR medical groups are
voicing their concern about
“the deterioration of the
functional capacity” of the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital
(QEH) and are urging
Government to act imme-
diately to change the tide.

In a joint statement re-
leased earlier this week,
the Barbados Association
of Medical Practitioners
(BAMP), the Junior
Doctors Association (JDA);
the Barbados Association
of Medical Technologists
(BAMT), the Barbados
Physical Therapy
Association (BPTA) de-
scribed the ongoing short-
age of supplies at the lone
tertiary care facility a cri-
sis, calling for it to be ad-
dressed at once.

“The QEH must be pro-
vided with what it needs to
function safely and there
must be follow through
with the commitments
made! Given the serious-
ness of the matter we urge
the government of this is-
land to present its plans
for health-care reform
without further delay so
that as a nation, we may
engage in democratic de-
bate that will determine
the best way forward. We
take this opportunity to
urge the private sector to
continue to give gener-
ously to the QEH. All of
your past efforts have
made a difference and will
be even more meaningful
at this difficult time,” the
statement read.

The comment came as
the grouping chided the
Government for not doing
what was necessary to sus-
tain the hospital, even
after public commitments
were made to address the
situation.The medical pro-
fessionals said they are
alarmed that after ac-
knowledging the “pressing
need for action at that
time”, not only were the
commitments not met,but
no sustainable long-term
solutions were identified
either.

“We acknowledge that
the QEH administration
has been working dili-
gently to address issues re-
lated to procurement, dis-
tribution and efficient use
of supplies, but without

resolution of the basic un-
derlying problem – the un-
reliable and inadequate
funding of the hospital –
the recurrence of supply
shortages is unavoidable.
At present, supply short-
ages in the QEH are at un-
precedented levels, and
this is seriously impacting
both the quality and the
range of services offered by
the institution. We find
this highly unacceptable
and believe that it consti-
tutes social injustice to
Barbados’ most vulnerable
citizens who are unable to
afford health care else-
where,” they added.

With that in mind, the
grouping said they are
committed to identifying
cost-saving measures and

pledge to assist the admin-
istration of the QEH with
their implementation.
Moreover, the association
said they are doing and
will continue to do their
very best to provide care
despite the limitations and
challenges that they are
confronted with on daily.

“The well-being of the
citizens of Barbados and
its visitors,who depend on
the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, must be given
the utmost priority.We will
therefore continue to ad-
vocate for our patients
until we are fully satisfied
that this island’s sole pub-
lic hospital receives the at-
tention it so desperately
deserves,” they indicated.
(JRT)

Call for urgent attention to be paid to QEH

New mural at
Fairchild Street!

Community Service Director of Rotaract South, Kristen Asha Scantlebury.
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NUPW from Page 1

challenges to the NUPW.
At the top of the list was
ensuring that civil ser-
vants are recognised for
more than just their work.

“One of the flaws in our
way of thinking is that the
human being is as impor-
tant as what he or she
does. And that goes
through the society. And
we have to instil within
us from the very early
days of our lives … In
other words is there noth-
ing more to the human
being than to work,
labour?”

“And if you who are the
workers’ representative
haven’t given the thought,
I think the time has come
when you have to seri-
ously think about it.What

is most important where
the human person is con-
cerned is their happiness.”

The Roman Catholic
cleric also expressed con-
cern that too many people
are not prepared for the
life after they leave the
public service. “There is
no preparation for retire-
ment. Part of your path is
to help prepare people for
when they retire.”

This also applies to
aging, where many people
are dependent on their
children. “We’ve come out
of a society where many
people saw their children
as an investment. The
children would take care
of them when they are old.
We are living in a chang-
ing society and we have to
stop that way of thinking.
(JH)

Members of the NUPW executive, members of staff and other specially invited guests attended the
NUPW’s annual Church Service at the St. Patrick’s Cathedral yesterday morning.

Be more concerned
with happiness

By Regina Selman Moore

THE Ministry of
Environment is work-
ing to bring on stream
Air Quality Legislation
here in Barbados to en-
sure that Barbadians
no longer have to be ex-
posed to excessive 
toxins and exhaust
coming from vehicles,
especially ZRs and
minibuses.

Minister of

Environment and
Drainage Dr. Denis Lowe
made the announcement
on Friday, during the
launch of a new Recycling
Centre at St.
Bartholomew Primary in
Christ Church.

“We are changing our
air quality and that is one
of the areas that the
Ministry is very con-
cerned about at this point
in time. Have you ever
driven behind a bus or a

van and seen lots of black
smoke coming from it?
That is very bad for your
health and the Ministry
of Environment is now
working on looking at Air
Quality Legislation, be-
cause it has to stop,” the
Minister told students and
guests gathered for the
launch.

“It is not good. That is
why there is so much
asthma around, because
there is so much emission

going out there from vehi-
cles that release loads and
loads of black smoke, espe-
cially the ZRs and the
(minibuses) and some of
the other vehicles that re-
ally are contaminating the
air. So that is one of the
things we are concerned
about, getting the air
quality cleaned up as we
go forward, to save our en-
vironment. That’s part of
our going green effort,” he
further commented.

Addressing the matter
in greater detail later with
the media, Dr. Lowe noted
that while he could not
give a specific time as to
when the legislation will
come on stream as “the
journey of legislation is
quite long” he did however
stated that the
Environmental Protection
Department in his
Ministry is the depart-
ment responsible for driv-
ing those issues. He how-

ever added that he has
been talking with the
Minister responsible for
Transport and Works
Michael Lashley, to try to
get emissions testing
going.

“I believe that that’s
one of the first gates of
control relative to what ve-
hicles are allowed to emit
in the atmosphere. So he
and I are talking about it.
The standards are there.
There are universal stan-
dards that would obvi-
ously need to be tweaked
to accommodate the
Barbados realities, but I
really think the time has
come for us to take some
serious measures to con-
trol what is emitted into
our atmosphere,” Minister
Lowe commented.

While he noted that
penalties have not been
decided on as yet for those
who may breach the regu-
lations, he did note that
vehicles could possibly be
impounded and the own-
ers would have to pay a
fee to have them released,
if they failed to comply

with 
the air quality 
measures.

The Minister also noted
that the issue of indiscrim-
inate burning will also be
addressed in the air qual-
ity legislation, for those
who continue to 
endanger the health of
others, without any great
concern.

Ministry working on Air Quality Legislation

THE Barbados Vagrants
and Homeless Society
(BVHS) is actively work-
ing to open this country’s
first 24-hour shelter.

Chairman of the BVHS,
Kemar Saffrey referred to
the shelter while appeal-
ing for help to assist in
making this goal a reality
and to carry out their other
programmes.According to
him, it costs around
$700,000 to run the pro-
gramme annually and he
said with the economic
downturn that has been a
hard target to meet, but
they have managed to
keep going.

Saffrey said that once
they get the facility up and
running, those desirous of
going into the shelter will
not have to seek

Government permission to
do so, as they will operate
on a first-come, first-
served basis. His remarks
came as he pointed out
that they are seeing a
marked increase in the
number of women and
children that are becom-
ing homeless, and he is
confident that the shelter
will be of tremendous help
to them.

“With this shelter it is
really going to definitely
benefit Barbados. We are
going to be able to bring
people especially staying
in the Bridgetown area off
the street,but we are going
to pull them from every-
where and make sure that
they come off the streets
and that we rehabilitate
them. It is not just to put

them off the street, it is to
rehabilitate and put them
back into mainstream soci-
ety,” he added.

Saffrey made the com-
ments while delivering re-
marks at the first quar-
terly meeting of the
Barbados Hotel and
TourismAssociation at the
Hilton Hotel last week
during their Spotlight
Presentation segment of
the programme. During
the presentation, while
thanking the sector for the
support they have offered
BVHS thus far, he urged
tourism stakeholders to
continue to support the or-
ganisation in its endeav-
ours.

“We are doing a lot of
work in terms of trying to
rid Barbados of homeless-

ness and we know that
homelessness affects the
tourism industry and that
is why we are here to see
how best the organisation
can partner with the hotel
sector. I can tell you this
much,the hotels have been
giving tremendously in the
in-kind donations.
Whenever we have our
Love Day, sometimes I am
picking up from 15 and 16
hotels in one day… and we
definitely want to
strengthen our partner-
ship between the
Barbados Vagrants and
Homeless Society and the
tourism industry,” he
added.

The chairman said that
in addition to the in-kind
donations, if hotels are
willing,he would like them

to share the aims and ob-
jectives of the BVHS with
their guests, allowing
those visitors to give a do-
nation if they are so in-
clined. He disclosed that a
few hotels have already
been doing this and it has
been quite a source of help
for the organisation.

“So we are here to work
with you and work with
the hotel association.
We’ve worked with the
Revitalisation of
Bridgetown Project, we’ve
done our part in terms of
trying to rid Bridgetown;
but I’ll tell you this much,
as much as I take off the
streets, is as much as you
are going to see because of
the economic downturn…
it is a resolving thing,” he
lamented. (JRT)

High hopes for a 24-hour shelter
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By Regina Selman Moore

THE concept of reducing,
reusing and recycling has
not been lost on the stu-
dents of St. Bartholomew
Primary, as they now have
a new Recycling Centre and
a partnership with
Barbados’ largest recycling
facility, B’s Recycling, to
help them in their efforts.

Minister of Environment and
Drainage Dr. Denis Lowe has
also lauded the principal,
teachers and pupils for starting
the recycling drive and he has
also pledged to return to the
school a bit later, to start an
incentive programme, to en-
sure that students who bring in
the most recyclables, can re-
ceive a cash award.

The Minister visited the
school on Friday to get a first-
hand look at the Recycling
Centre, during a special launch
at the school. While there, he
noted the need for students es-
pecially to be in the forefront of
efforts to reduce, reuse and re-
cycle, as the message is often
lost on the older folks.

“I am of the view that if we
are going to succeed at protect-
ing our environment, we have
to get our kids on board. All
students in all schools, both
primary, secondary public and
private schools, have to get in-
volved in it” he stressed, while
encouraging the students to
bring their parents and others
in the community on board.

Principal of St. Bartholomew
Primary, Hyacinth Harris,
while delivering remarks,
noted that just over a year ago,
the school decided that efforts
to provide students with a
sound education, should be
coupled with activities de-

signed to beautify the school
plant and bring about general
improvements to the school’s
environment.

“We felt that by doing so, we
would be able to engender a
feeling of home away from
home in those individuals who
spend most of their time here.
The idea to introduce a pro-
gramme of recycling was there-
fore birthed from those initial
plans” she revealed.

“As a consequence, some of
our students toured B’s
Recycling and Sustainable
Barbados Recycling Centre,
where there were exposed to
the recycling process. Back in
the classroom, they were ex-
posed to the theoretical aspect
of recycling. We believe that
this exercise will help our stu-
dents tremendously” she
added.

“Our Recycling Centre will
concentrate primarily on col-
lecting cans, cardboard and
containers made of plastic,
which will then be sent to B’s
Recycling.The funds generated
will assist with other school
projects” she further remarked.

Troy Johnson, Manager of
B’s Recycling was also on hand
to support the initiative. He in-
formed the students about the
benefits of recycling, noting
that there are economic bene-
fits to be garnered, as the coun-
try generates foreign exchange
as it ships recyclables overseas;
environmental benefits as the
country is made beautiful as
waste is collected and social
benefits, as several persons
who are unemployed are pro-
vided with jobs and a means
by which to generate sustain-
able employment for the main-
tenance of their families.

“Many items which have tra-
ditionally be put into the

garbage and sent to the landfill
can now be collected and stored
as recyclable material. By recy-
cling in this manner, we reduce
the amount of materials going
to the landfills by 90%. This
will certainly provide another
benefit in extending the life of
the landfill” Johnson also
pointed out.

St. Bartholomew Primary launches new
Recycling Centre

Minister of Environment and Drainage Dr. Denis Lowe (right) gets a firsthand look at the new
Recycling Centre at St. Bartholomew Primary after cutting the ribbon to declare the centre open.
He is assisted by Principal of St. Bartholomew Primary, Hyacinth Harris and pupil Thierry Jones.

Minister of Environment and Drainage Dr. Denis Lowe assists St.
Bartholomew Primary’s nursery student Caghea Renee in mak-
ing a deposit in one of the recycling cans stationed in the
school’s new Recycling Centre.

Principal of St. Bartholomew
Primary, Hyacinth Harris.
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HIGH imported oil prices have had a destabilizing
impact on the Barbados economy as shown over
the years when commentaries are done on this
subject. Currently like the rest of oil importing na-
tions Barbados may be enjoying some respite from
the current falling prices. That’s why it is neces-
sary for the powers that be to take heed from
Businessman Ralph “Bizzy” Williams even if it
means going after a biggest thrust in the area of
renewable energy. He was reported as saying just
days ago that converting Barbados to 100 per cent
Renewable Energy is possible.

Barbados, everyone would concur,has the means
whereby Renewable Energy can be taken to the
fullest although many might wonder if the 100 per
cent as highlighted by the prominent businessman
could be the extreme. Abundant sunshine, wind
power, appropriate legislation introduced more
than a year ago, technocrats with the skills to do
justice to what is necessary, and a market for en-
ergy based on these inputs would definitely be a
plus for this country and the development pro-
gramme that successive governments have strived
to promote.

This newspaper has noted on numerous occa-
sions that although oil prices are low, they will go
back up. We have no control over that. There are
forces at play that have shown they are able to ma-
nipulate whatever they desire to do whether it is
with international finance, which state gets what,
recession, food prices and even the same oil prices.
That the nature of the economic picture small
states or even bigger ones face in this hostile world
environment.While these events continue to hap-
pen, there are countries blessed with certain re-
sources which once they are exploited to the fullest
can make the world of difference to the success of
these countries.Those with an abundance of oil re-
serves and deposits have continued to use them to
the fullest to the point where they are able to in-
fluence events globally; those that are able to de-
velop appropriate technology do determine where
technology transfer takes place; others with the
powers to influence non-oil commodities tend as
well to determine what prices these goods can
fetch; and states have the means to dictate who
should get investments from who should not.
That’s the world for us.

We have also explained that oil prices dictate a
lot of what goes on in this country’s economy.
Economic sectors can either perform or decline
based on what is happening with oil prices.
Consumer prices, for the most part, are deter-
mined by the oil process, and the list goes on and
on when analysis is done on the impact of that
commodity on Barbados. With this in mind, we
cannot remain passive. There is a need to get up
and get going, doing the things which are neces-
sary to further fast forward Barbados.

Therefore, as a small open economy, Barbados
must not be caught napping when resources are at
our fingertips, but somehow go to waste. Mr.
Williams recalled being told that there is enough
wind data to prove that Barbados is an excellent
opportunity for generating power from the wind.
From observations it is noted that people and busi-
nesses are embracing renewable energy since it of-
fers savings and allows firms to trim their costs.
With the appropriate systems in place let us go for-
ward with this project.

Editorial

Moving
forward with
opportunities

BEIJING – People in
China who want to take in-
dustries to task for fouling
their surroundings have
been rushing to file com-
plaints and lawsuits this
year in a test of legal re-
forms that toughen envi-
ronmental penalties and
make clear that many pub-
lic-interest groups have the
right to sue.

Environmental watch-
dogs say people have filed
hundreds of complaints
with local governments
under the new law
launched in January, tak-
ing advantage of require-
ments that authorities re-
spond to environmental
complaints or risk having
the cases be bumped up to
higher levels of govern-
ment. State media reports
say at least one complaint
resulted in immediate ac-
tion, when authorities in
eastern Shandong province
shut down the coal furnace
of a rubber factory that had
bothered neighbours.

Environmental groups
also have filed six lawsuits
that have been accepted by
Chinese courts, compared
with one allowed during
the same period last year.
The new cases deal with
everything from deforesta-
tion to illegal dumping by
chemical plants, according
to Zhang Boju, executive
director of the non-profit
group Friends of Nature,
which wrote two of the law-
suits.With a 300 000 yuan
(US$48 000) grant from
Chinese e-commerce pow-
erhouse Alibaba, Friends
of Nature has set up a spe-
cial fund to help other
groups prepare their own
lawsuits.

In a country where offi-
cials often act above the
law while wilfully ignoring
whole swaths of regula-
tions,many Chinese fed up
with environmental neg-
lect say the reforms appear
to be making a difference.
Still, experts say, their suc-
cess will depend on the con-

tinued receptiveness of the
courts and local officials
under pressure to curb the
country’s notorious pollu-
tion problems.

“The law brought pre-
dictability to the process,
where before there was no
certainty about what we
could do,” Zhang said. “We
plan to do more cases and
we’re helping other envi-
ronmental groups do that
as well.”

Over the past three
decades, Chinese leaders
have prioritised economic
development over environ-
mental protections — and
watched China’s skies fill
with toxic haze while an es-
timated 55 percent of its
groundwater became un-
safe for human use.

Public worries about
China’s pollution woes
were recently highlighted
with the release of an on-
line documentary called
“Under the Dome” that de-
tailed the health and social
costs of Chinese environ-

mental degradation. It re-
ceived hundreds of millions
of views in just a few days,
before Chinese censors re-
moved it from streaming
sites.

Over the past year,
Chinese leaders have re-
peated that they are seri-
ous about cleaning up
China’s air, water and soil.
They’ve acknowledged that
the country’s pollution
woes are not only a central
source of social instability
but,with China the world’s
biggest emitter of carbon
dioxide, also a linchpin in
the global effort to avoid
catastrophic climate
change.

During China’s annual
legislative sessions, which
ended yesterday, China’s
new environment minister,
Chen Lijing, has said the
government is committed
to making full use of the
reforms, and will commit
itself to putting into effect
environmental protections
and inspections.

LIVERPOOL – The
Liberal Democrats, the
junior party in Britain’s
government, tried to sound
upbeat yesterday at their
final conference before the
general election, despite
fears of a hammering come
May 7.

Deputy Prime Minister
Nick Clegg, the centrist
party’s leader, argued at
the gathering in Liverpool,
northwest England, that
their record in power mer-
ited another term in coali-
tion.The Lib Dems won 24
percent of the vote at the
2010 general election, on a
temporary wave of
“Cleggmania” after his as-
sured performance during
the televised leaders’ de-
bates.

However, when they
went into coalition with
Prime Minister David
Cameron’s Conservatives
after 13 years of Labour
government, their opinion
poll ratings plunged and
they have spent years
bumping along below the
10-percent mark.

“We have shown that we
are prepared to put the na-
tional interest first – even
if it means taking a hit to
our short-term popularity,”
Clegg said in his speech to
delegates.

“The (economic) recovery
would not be happening
without the Liberal
Democrats.

“We have remained
strong and resolute, an-
choring the government in
the mainstream centre
ground, ensuring stability
and making sure that
tough decisions were taken
as fairly as possible,”he in-
sisted.

Business Secretary
Vince Cable, from the
party’s left flank, tried to
rally the faithful in his
speech, as the Lib Dems
look back on their time in
office.

“The last few years have
been tough for all of you,”
he told delegates, asking
“has it been worth it?”

“My answer is ‘yes’, un-
ambiguously,”he said,reel-
ing off the Liberals’

achievements in govern-
ment.

Former Lib Dem leader
Paddy Ashdown said
though the prevailing
mood in Britain was one of
frustration at centre-
ground politicians, “that
anger is going to turn to
soberness, seriousness".

"The elections have not
yet started because the
polls are static, the British
people are not yet paying
attention,” he said.

But in a sign of the con-
cern among the rank and
file, Clegg was asked from
the floor Saturday why,
given their record on office,
“our opinion poll ratings
are so poor?”

In his speech yesterday,
Clegg predicted: “We will
defy the odds and win
again this May.

“I have a message for all
those who are writing us
off once again: the Liberal
Democrats are here to stay.

“I’ve heard the predic-
tions. I’ve seen the polls.
But let me tell you this: we
will do so much better than

anyone thinks.”
The Lib Dems have 56

seats out of 650 in parlia-
ment’s lower House of
Commons. The
www.may2015.com poll ag-
gregator predicts they are
on course to retain 24
seats.

However, in a hung par-
liament, that could be
enough to keep them in
power as junior partners in
a coalition.

Clegg listed the party’s
priorities for the next five
years as “ending austerity,
cutting taxes, investing in
education and health and
protecting our environ-
ment”.

“We can say we will do
these things because, un-
like ever before, we have a
record of action in govern-
ment to back us up.

“We have been tested
and we passed the test.”

Lib Dem supporter Irene
Evans said the first-past-
the-post constituency sys-
tem meant every election
was a struggle for the
party.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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HEALTH MINISTER,
John Boyce says there
is no significant change
in the allocation of
money to health care
for the upcoming finan-
cial year.

The Minister gave the
assurance as he referred to
the 2015-2016 Estimates
of Revenue and
Expenditure,which will be
debated in the House of
Assembly this week, con-
tending that Government
intends to continue to pro-
vide the kind of health care
services already offered to
Barbadians, and maintain
the high standards which
have already been set.
Boyce was at the time
speaking during the open-
ing ceremony of the re-
cently held Barbados
Association of Palliative
Care conference at the
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford
Centre, held under the
theme is “Healthy
Lifestyle: Where is the
Patient?”.

He told those gathered
that the incidence of non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs) continues to oc-
cupy the attention of his
ministry and Government,
and the Cabinet has 
approved the establish-
ment of an inter-ministe-
rial committee made up of
seven core ministries, to
provide leadership and pol-
icy direction on prevention
and control strategies as it
relates to NCDs.

“As a matter of fact, we
have also as a Ministry of
Health, started working

very closely with what is
referred to in Barbados as
the National HIV/AIDS
Commission, and we be-
lieve that by incorporating
the resources of the
National HIV/AIDS
Commission, the Health
Promotion Unit in the
Ministry of Health, the
other areas of the Social
Care Ministry who deal
with welfare, we can have
as we indicated, an all-of-
government approach to
the question of NCD treat-
ment and also end-stage
life treatment as we seek to
work with Barbadians to
improve their opportuni-
ties of health,” Minister
Boyce said.

Boyce’s comments came
as he said they recognise
that health promotion is
critical to the reversal of
NCDs and for that reason,
the Health Promotion Unit
has been working closely
with the National
Commission for Chronic
Non-Communicable
Diseases, in implementing
strategies aimed at encour-
aging Barbadians to adopt
healthier lifestyles. This 
included a national pro-
gramme to reduce salt in-
take, which he said from
all accounts was a success.

His comments came as
he said that the Health
Promotion Unit has also
introduced workplace well-
ness programmes across
the ministry, which has
also attracted employees
from other ministries and
government departments,
but he explained that fi-

nancial constraints have
prevented more of these
programmes being intro-
duced. With that in mind,
the health minister said
that as soon as economic
conditions permit, addi-
tional resources will be al-
located to expand the Unit
and by extension the work-
place wellness pro-
grammes, which he said is
intended to bolster and not
replace those already pro-
vided by the private sector
and non-governmental or-
ganisations.

“Institutions the world
over have been introduc-
ing workplace wellness
programmes for a while
and some of them have
even gone further by re-
warding the workforce for
meeting specific physical
targets such as the shed-
ding of pounds… For ex-

ample companies might
offer employees a paid va-
cation as an incentive;per-
haps we in Barbados could
explore this possibility.The
adage that the health of a
nation is the wealth of a
nation is appropriate, as
the healthier a workforce,
the more productive it will
be,” he added. (JRT)
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Health Minister, John Boyce

THE Caribbean
Development Bank has
pledged to continue efforts
to close gender gaps
through interventions to
expand the productive and
human resource capacity
in the countries in which
we work.

“CDB is committed to
working with our borrow-
ing member countries and
international partners to-
wards the common goal of
‘Empowering Women and
Empowering Humanity,’”
stated its President Dr.
Warren Smith.

“We see the importance
of reliable evidence and
value the complementary
actions of the private sec-
tor and civil society when
addressing areas of per-
sistent gender disparities.
Dialogue with stakehold-

ers in the private sector
and women in communi-
ties continues to inform
the provision of early
childhood education and
business advisory serv-
ices. These initiatives are
encouraging the increased
participation of women in
productive sector activi-
ties, and to the growing
numbers of women entre-
preneurs entering the
market.The reality is that
without advances on gen-
der equality, we will lose
productive potential, and
opportunities for growth
and a healthy and secure
Caribbean region,” he
stressed.

He pointed out that
while notable progress has
been made in women’s
representation in public
leadership, access to edu-

cation and training,and in
labour force participation
in the Caribbean, serious
challenges continue.

“Statistics show a highly
risky environment for
girls and young women.
Fertility patterns,
HIV/AIDS prevalence
rates, sexual abuse, and
human trafficking are
among serious threats to
their life chances. The
earnings gap for women is
pronounced in certain sec-
tors and contribute to
household poverty and
economic insecurity.
Legislative reform has ad-
vanced but requires re-
sponsive public policy and
effective institutional
mechanisms to give effect
to measures that embed
gender justice,” he said.
(JMB)

FOUNDATIONS of
Medical Research will be
the topic of discussion,
when Professor Sir
Henry Fraser delivers a
lecture next Wednesday,
March 18, at the Queen’s
Park Steel Shed at 
7:00 p.m.

The lecture is the first
in the 2015 lecture se-
ries: Of Distempers,
Diagnoses and
Development: The
Provision of Medical
Services in Barbados,
being hosted by the
Barbados Museum and
Historical Society, the
University of the West
Indies’ Department of
History and Philosophy,
and the National
Cultural Foundation.

Sir Henry will focus on
the medical environ-
ment in Barbados from

the pre-Columbian pe-
riod and natural philos-
ophy, to enslavement
and the evolution of
20th-century university
hospital-based research.

The overall lecture se-
ries will examine the
medical services in
Barbados, while estab-
lishing a historical
frame for the discussion
of various forms of me-
dicinal practices present
within the country. The
lectures continue every
Wednesday at the
Queen’s Park Steel Shed
at 7:00 p.m., ending on
May 6.

Further information
may be obtained by call-
ing the Barbados
Museum and Historical
Society at 427-0201, or
emailing info@barb-
muse.org.bb.

Lecture on
plantation
medicine this
Wednesday 

Boyce shares
views on NCDs

Smith speaks on inequality
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THE Royal Common-
wealth Society (RCS)
Barbados Branch is
continuing its 30th an-
niversary celebrations
with a Commonwealth

Relay, on Sunday,
March 29th in associa-
tion with the Division
of Youth, the Barbados
Olympic Association,
and Barbados Tourism

Product Authority.
Miles Weekes, Past

Chairman and Member of
the Public Relations Com-
mittee of the Barbados
Branch, has extended an

invitation to all to witness
the 260 young runners rep-
resenting the 53 nations of
the Commonwealth.

The Relay starts at 3:00
p.m. at the Barbados

Olympic Association, via
Wildey,Sargeant’s Village,
Warners, Graeme Hall,
Maxwell and Dover; to Divi
Southwinds Beach resort
(3.30 - 4.00 p.m.); via St.

Lawrence, Worthing, Has-
tings and the Garrison;
ending at the Main Guard
Clock Tower at 5:00 p.m.

“At the start of the Relay,
a specially designed baton
will be handed to the first
team of six runners and
this baton will be passed
to successive teams of run-
ners through 30 legs, in cel-
ebration of the 30 years of
the Branch’s life. Each leg
will be dedicated to either
a single member country,
or to a pair of member
countries of the Common-
wealth,” Weekes revealed
during a recent press brief-
ing. (TL)
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THE Police are seeking
the public’s assistance in
locating a missing girl.
Missing is Mekiala Nikita
Goodridge, 16 years, of
Drax Hall,St.George. She
left her home sometime
after 6:10 a.m. on Friday,
March 13, 2015, and has
not been seen or heard
from since.

Description
Mekiala is about 5 feet 3

inches in height, of thick
build,and has a dark com-
plexion. Her hair is black
in colour, and is in a Mo-
hawk style with braids.
She has a round head, is
full breasted, and has an
erect appearance.She has
a tattoo of a star to the
back of her neck.

Anyone with informa-
tion relative to the where-
abouts of Mekiala Good-
ridge is asked to contact
the Emergency number
211, or the nearest Police
Station.

The Police are also seek-
ing the public’s assistance
in locating a missing
woman. Missing is Ashley
Simmons 20 years, of
Marchfield Close, March-
field, St. Philip. She left
her home sometime about
2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
March 14, 2015, and has
not been seen or heard
from since. She was
dressed in an orange cot-
ton shirt bearing the word
‘Fusion’ above the left
pocket; she also wore a
pair of long brown pants
and black shoes.

Description
Ashley is about 5 feet 6

inches in height, of stout
build and has a dark com-
plexion. She has dread
locks, a round face, thin
lips,short neck and square
shoulders. She habitually
bites her fingernails.

Two females
missing
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By Ashlee Cox

THE month of March
marked the opening of the
first All Breeds Champion
Dog Show for 2015, which
saw renowned judge from
the UK, Derek Smith, inter-
acting with the dogs and
judging them not only on
their structure and denti-
tion, but also their confir-
mation and movement.

As noted by Gillian Leach,
President of the Barbados
Kennel Club, the competition
this year, showed an entry of 65
dogs and several breeds, includ-
ing Rottweiler, Golden
Retrievers, Boxers, Bull
Terriers, Akitas, and miniature
Schnauzers Bullmastiffs.

Of the breeds, it would seem
as it the Bullmastiffs and the
Rottweilers are indeed the most
popular breeds currently, beat-
ing out the Boxers and German
Shepherds.

When asked to give a break
down of the show, Leach ex-
plained that the dogs would be
competing in their classes and
breeds before finally competing
in their groups.

“Well, the way the show runs,
the dogs compete in their breed
and then in their group, and

they go before the judge and the
judge goes over them for con-
formity for the breed standard,
the dogs are judged for their
breed standards.

“He then makes a selection,
so dogs first compete in their
class, and then they compete for
the winners of the breed, and
then they compete for the win-
ners of the group, and at the end
of the show, all the group win-
ners compete for the best in
show,” she explained.

Explaining that movement
was a very important part of the
dog showing, she noted that the
dogs must be sound on move-
ment and have a good tempera-
ment.

Over the years, she said that
the show had always been very
popular. However, in recent
times, she revealed that the
number of entries had declined,
and attributed it as a sign of the
changing times.

“People have... their lifestyles
have changed... some people are
not as interested in showing
dogs, but we still promote pure
bred dogs in Barbados.

“This show we have an entry
of 65 dogs – that is the average
number of dogs we get now, but
in the hay day, we could have
gone up to 130 and 140 dogs in

a show,” she noted.
According to Leach, the

Barbados Kennel Club pro-
moted the breeding of pure bred
dogs in Barbados and revealed
that many of the dogs that were
competing, had also been in the
display at the recently con-
cluded Agrofest.

“Having a dog is an absolute
joy in life.Many of these dogs,al-
though they are show dogs, they

actually take part in obedience
training and in agility training,
and just two weeks ago, many of
the dogs that you see here in the
show-ring would have given the
display at Agrofest.

“So it's not only showing, but
certainly obedience and agility
training that the dogs go

through, so there are a lot of
things that if you have a dog in
Barbados, there is a lot of scope
for enjoyment, other than just
having it at home and you can
bring it out, you can train it, you
can give it agility training, if its
a pure bred dog,” she encour-
aged.

Dogs strut their stuff
in Championship
Show

WOULD-BE buyers of pure
bred dogs in Barbados, have
been cautioned to ensure that
the dogs that they are attempt-
ing to, but have indeed actually
been registered with the Barba-
dos Kennel Club, before they
part with their money.

This advice came from Presi-
dent of the Barbados Kennel
Club, Gillian Leach, as she
spoke to The Barbados Advo-
cate, during the All Breeds
Champion Dog show for 2015.

“Many times people will tell
you that the dog has been regis-
tered with the Barbados Kennel
Club, but do not part with your
money unless the breeder can
give you the registration certifi-
cate,” she said, citing that too
often, they received cases where
the new owners had been told
that the dogs had been regis-
tered, but in actuality, had not
been through the Kennel Club,
which would cause various is-
sues later on.

“Too often we have cases
where the new owners have
been told that the new dog has
been registered, and the Kennel
Club has never received the reg-
istration, and then we have all
sorts of issues and troubles in
trying to get with the new

owner, trying to get their regis-
tration papers... first of all, to
get the owner to register it at
the kennel club and then to get
the registration papers, because
without the papers and without
registration, the dog cannot be
entered in shows, and certainly
when it comes to the time of
breeding the dogs, if the dog is
not registered, the puppies then
cannot also be sold as registered
dogs, so that is key,” she ex-
plained.

Stating that this was cer-
tainly a current problem, she
noted, “Many times the
Barbados Kennel Club sees the
advertisement in the newspa-
per that the dog is registered,
and we know, sometimes be-
cause of the breed, that the dog
has bot been registered , so we
would call them up and say you
have this as registered and it is
not... either come in right away
to register the litter, or remove
the ad from the newspaper
please,” she noted.

Continuing, she further cau-
tioned, “Before you part with
your money,make sure you have
your registration papers, and if
the breeder tells you, make sure
the dog is registered, make sure
you have those papers.” (AC)

Buyers cautioned to
check on registration

(From left to right) Jessie Pinheiro and Jenni Wilsor show off their three proud boxers!

Here, Tomilson Bynoe, poses proudly with his giant schnauzer, 'Azgard’! who won best in Breed,
and also got a challenge certificate.



THE Trinidad and Tobago
government has piloted
legislation aimed at deny-
ing bail for up to 120 days
to anyone charged with
possession of an unlicensed
firearm or has a serious
charge pending.

The amendment to the
Bail Amendment Act
tabled by newly appointed
Attorney General Garvin
Nicolas also denies bail for
approximately the same
period anyone charged
with a serious offence and
has used a firearm to com-
mit the offence.

But opposition legisla-
tors have accused the gov-
ernment of electioneering
and warned that a person
could be denied his or her
liberty by denying denied

bail for one year on the
basis of a charge.

Opposition People’s
National Movement legis-
lator Colm Imbert told leg-
islators there were provi-
sions in the legislation
where no evidence is

taken in relation to the
charge against the person
within 120 days, bail may
be granted at the discre-
tion of the High Court.

However he said if some-
one is charged under the
new law with a firearm of-
fence, from the time the
trial begins that person
has to wait one year to
apply to a judicial officer
for bail and therefore will
be denied their liberty for
one year.

“If a person is charged he

is not guilty but the way
this Government keeps
spinning this thing, to jus-
tify the denial of liberty is
that they pretend that as
soon as you charge you
guilty,” Imbert said, as he
challenged the government
to show where is the prece-
dent for such legislation
and whether it exists in the
Commonwealth including
India, the United Kingdom
or Australia.

But Nicolas, who re-
cently replaced Anand
Ramlogan as attorney gen-
eral, said that “firearms
have become the weapon
of choice to the criminally
inclined in our society,”and
that over the past 15 years
citizens have lived in an
unacceptable state of fear

because of the high mur-
der rate caused mainly by
firearms.

The Bill requires a three-
fifths majority for passage,
and as such, requires
Opposition support.

Nicolas said that 72 per
cent of murders were
caused by illegal firearms,
while firearms accounted
for 50 percent of 
wounding.

He said statistics showed
that murders moved from
a low of 93 in 1999 to 403 in
2014. On the other hand,
wounding and shooting
moved from a high of 801
in 2005 to 542 in 2013.

“The possession and use
of illegal firearms ought to
be a serious concern to all
citizens,” Nicholas said.

THE police say its intelli-
gence confirms that armed
criminals have been tar-
geting members of the
Jamaica Constabulary
Force, on and off the job.

The police’s statement
comes following the killing
of Constable Collin Raynor.

Constable Raynor, who
was stationed in Linstead,
was shot in Hartland,

Spanish Town in St
Catherine yesterday
evening while fishing at a
community pond with his
brother. His brother was
also injured during the at-

tack.His condition was not
known up to news time.

Commissioner of Police
Dr Carl Williams has ex-
pressed shock at the killing
of the constable and has ex-

tended condolences to his
family, friends and col-
leagues.

He says the police will be
deploying members of the
chaplaincy unit to offer

counselling to bereaved
persons.

He is assuring the public
that the police have not
been deterred by the inci-
dent and that they will be
resolute in their effort to
win the battle against vio-
lent crimes.

The police was appeal-
ing to anyone with infor-
mation in Jamaica that
can assist the investigation
to call 119,811,Crime Stop
311 or the nearest police
station.

KINGSTON, Jamaica —
Security Minister Peter
Bunting has expressed
sadness at the “brutal”
killing of Constable Collin
Raynor who was attached

to the Linstead Police
Station.

Raynor was shot by gun-
men over the weekend
while in Hartlands, St
Catherine with his brother.

“We call upon law-abid-
ing citizens to assist the
Jamaica Constabulary
Force in identifying the
perpetrators. We must
unite to keep pressure on

the criminals in our soci-
ety who create an atmos-
phere of fear among the
Jamaican people,”Bunting
said.

Bunting also expressed

condolences to the family
and friends of the slain po-
liceman while calling on
Jamaicans who can assist
in identifying the gunmen
to come forward.

KINGSTON, Jamaica  –
The Jamaica govern-
ment says more than
500 people have been
arrested and billions of
dollars in assets seized
under the country’s
anti-lottery scamming
law, since it was passed
in 2013.

National Security
Minister, Peter Bunting,
told the inaugural Fraud
and Anti-Corruption
Conference 2015 that
ended here earlier this
week, some of the cases
have already resulted in
convictions.

Bunting said the Law
Reform (Fraudulent
Transactions) (Special
Provisions) Act, popularly
known as the Lotto Scam
Act, is among several
pieces of anti-crime legisla-
tion that have been
passed, or are in draft

stages, to support the
Government’s anti-corrup-
tion agenda.

Some of the offences
which the Act addresses,
include: obtaining any
property or inducing any
person to confer any bene-
fit on any person by false
pretence; knowingly con-
ducting a financial trans-
action with the proceeds of
an offence; and inviting or
otherwise inducing a per-
son to visit Jamaica for the
purpose of committing an
offence under the Act.

“The Ministry of
National Security has
been targeted in its ap-
proach against this specific
form of illegal activity,par-
ticularly due to its impact
on increased murders and
other crimes, due to inter-
nal disputes, and its im-
pact on the country’s repu-
tation internationally,”

Bunting said.
He noted that as part of

a wider anti-corruption
thrust, a Joint Select
Committee of Parliament
is now reviewing the
Integrity Commission Bill,
which is intended to estab-
lish a single Anti-
Corruption agency.

The agency is intended
to combine the powers of
existing organisations set
up to deal with corruption,
allowing for knowledge
sharing, efficient resource
allocation and strength-
ened investigative powers.

The review of the Bill is
expected to be completed
under the 2015/16 legisla-
tive agenda.

Bunting,however,noted
that despite government
efforts, sustained reduc-
tions in corruption and
fraud cannot be achieved
without the collective ef-

fort of every citizen.
“We must accept that, to

a great extent, corruption
prevails because of our tol-
erance of corrupt activities
within our society;so much
so, that even generally up-
standing citizens at times
partake in these activities.

“If we are to fight crime
and corruption efficiently,
our efforts must be consis-
tent. We cannot ‘cherry-
pick’ what we tolerate, but
we must create an environ-
ment where acts of crime
and corruption, regardless
of their nature, are consis-
tently frowned on and re-
ported,” he added.

The three-day confer-
ence here was hosted by
the Office of the Contractor
General,under the theme,
‘Confronting Corruption:
Empowering a
Generation,Transforming
a Nation’.
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Attorney General Garvin Nicolas

Gov’t moving against people
involved in ‘lottery’ scam

National Security Minister, Peter Bunting

Trinidad moves to deny bail for up to
120 days on firearm charges

Jamaica: Criminals targeting law enforcers on and off the job

Security Minister condemns killing of policeman



GENERAL
SECRETARY of the
Islamic Association of St
Lucia, Taariq Asad, has
expressed concern about
a reported threat of ISIS
infiltrating the
Caribbean.

“This is a concern that
I have had from the time
we heard of the United
States sending criminals
from their jails back to
the Caribbean,”Asad told
DBS Television adding
that “bona fide” Muslims
are also concerned.

However, he expressed
confidence that the re-
gion would be able to re-
spond adequately in the
event of trouble, pointing
to the existence of the
Regional Security Service
(RSS).

“I am sure that the
Prime Minister and the
Minister of National
Security will issue what-
ever orders are necessary
for whatever action is
deemed appropriate to
deal with any threat”.

He was responding to
comments by United
States Marine General,
John Kelly, to a US
Senate Committee indi-
cating that approxi-
mately 100 would-be mil-
itants have left Trinidad
and Tobago, Jamaica,
Suriname and Venezuela
to join Islamic extremists
fighting in Syria.

Kelly expressed con-
cern about the militants
returning to the
Caribbean to conduct ter-
ror operations.

ANTIGUA – The gov-
ernment of Antigua &
Barbuda said it has no
problems with the
proposed merger be-

tween Cable and
Wireless Communica-
tions (CWC) and
Columbus Interna-
tional, though the
companies will have to
wait some time before
the deal is sealed here.

Minister of
Telecommunications
Melford Nicholas told
OBSERVER media that
he and Prime Minister
Gaston Browne met with
the principals of LIME, a
subsidiary of CWC, and
Flow, owned by
Columbus.

“They did approach
and ask for approval of
the merger and we did
say that the merger has
done no violence to our
plans for the develop-

ment of the telecommu-
nications sector and ICTs
in general,” Nicholas
said.

“They were given a nod
of approval, but at the
same time we did say
that because we were
going to change the
telecommunications leg-
islation we were not
going to promulgate any
new licenses until after
that fact.”

Nicholas said the next
sitting of parliament
should be in four weeks’
time, and that he will be
tabling the
Telecommunications Act
(2015).

Last November,
CWC announced that it
would be purchasing
Columbus, a privately-
owned fibre-based tele-
coms provider in 
the Caribbean, for 
US $3 billion.
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General Secretary of the Islamic Association of
St Lucia, Taariq Asad, has expressed concern
about a reported threat of ISIS infiltrating 
the Caribbean.

Minister of Telecommunications Melford Nicholas
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – The
Communications Workers
Union (CWU) yesterday
said the
Telecommunication
Authority of Trinidad and
Tobago (TATT) has left the
“back door wide open” for
the British telecommuni-
cation giant, Cable and
Wireless Communication
(CWC) to complete its bil-
lion dollar merger with
Columbus
Communications
International (CCI).

In a full page advertise-
ment, the CWU,which rep-
resents workers at the
Telecommunication
Services of Trinidad and
Tobago (TSTT), said TATT
had emulated the position
of the Jamaica govern-
ment by ‘stipulating con-
ditionalities for approval
of the acquisition’.

“TATT has left the back
door wide open for Cable
and Wireless
Communications to ac-
quire Columbus
Communications (owners
of FLOW) by stating that
“it shall not unreasonably
withhold its approval of
the transaction if CWC
were to suspend its share-
holder rights with regard
to its 49 per cent stake in
TSTT among other condi-
tions,” the CWU said.

Prepared to sell
TSTT shares

CWC announced earlier
this week that is prepared
to sell its 49 per cent mi-
nority shares in TSTT as
part of the conditions for
the merger going though,
noting that it “fully recog-
nised that our sharehold-
ing in TSTT would need to
be neutralised either by a
blind trust or by disposal of
our shares”.

Last year, CWC and
CWI announced the deal
in a joint statement, say-
ing the proposed acquisi-
tion, valued at US$3.025
billion will enable the com-
bined company to signifi-
cantly accelerate its

growth strategy, improve
service delivery to cus-
tomers in the region, offer
customers a comprehen-
sive portfolio of high-qual-
ity products and services,
and strengthen their posi-
tion against larger com-
petitors.

But in a four-page state-
ment issued here, TATT
said that in order to allow
acquisition to proceed,
there must be a submis-
sion of an agreement for
the complete divestment
of CWC’s 49 per cent
shareholding in the
Telecommunication
Services of Trinidad and
Tobago (TSTT) in consul-
tation with the majority
shareholder, the National
Enterprises Limited
(NEL) and be approved in
writing by the Authority.

In addition, TATT said
that “to ensure within the
agreement an undertak-
ing that competition will
not by stymied”and, in the
meantime,CWC “suspend
its rights until the sale is
concluded”.

Further,TATT said that
it “must be satisfied with
the process moving for-
ward”and that “the divest-
ment be completed within
a year or an extended (if
required) deadline of 18
months, failing which, the
Authority shall take such
steps as available under
law”.

In a statement, CWC
said it was looking forward
to working with NEL, “to
agree a fair process for dis-
posal, as embodied in our
existing shareholder
agreement, and are sup-
portive of a disposal
process that permits an or-
derly sale to be concluded
in a period of not more
than 18 months”

In its full page advertise-
ment, signed by its secre-
tary general Joseph Remy,
the CWU said that it had
long opposed the “blatant
and flagrant conflict of in-
terest issue with respect to
Cable and wireless share-
holding in TSTT”.

Union critical of T&T
regulator’s response
to CWC-Flow merger

Antigua telecoms
ministry sees no
issues with C&W and
Columbus merger

St. Lucia Muslim leader
concerned about threat
of ISIS in the region



SAO PAULO –
Hundreds of thousands
of Brazilians marched
peacefully yesterday in
over 50 cities around
the country to demand
President Dilma
Rousseff ’s impeach-
ment and to criticize
government corrup-
tion.

The biggest protests
were in Sao Paulo,an oppo-
sition stronghold where
hundreds of thousands
gathered on a main av-
enue, as well as in the cap-
ital city of Brasilia and in
Rio de Janeiro.

Dozens of cities saw
demonstrations gathering
together a few thousand
people each. According to
the website of the GloboTV
network, Brazil’s largest,
the total number in the
streets across Brazil was
over 300,000 people,based
on local police estimates.

“We are here to express
our indignation with the
government-sponsored
corruption and thieving
and to demand Dilma’s im-
peachment,” said Andre
Menezes, 35, protesting
with hundreds of thou-
sands on Avenida Paulista
in Sao Paulo.

“She may have not been
directly involved in the cor-
ruption at Petrobras, but
she certainly knew about
it, and for me that makes
her just as guilty and jus-
tifies her ouster,”he added.

In Rio, police estimated

15,000 people marched
along the golden sands of
Copacabana beach, where
they waved Brazilian flags
and many openly called for
a military coup to dissolve
the government.

“I don’t want my coun-
try to turn into a
Venezuela, we don’t want
an authoritarian govern-
ment!”said Marlon Aymes,
35, helping carry a 20-foot
long banner that read in
English: “Army, Navy and
Air Force. Please Save Us
Once Again of
Communism.”

“We want the military to
dissolve Congress and call
new elections, because the
level of corruption is too
widespread to do anything
else,” Aymes added.

Much protester ire was
focused on a kickback
scheme at state-run oil
company Petrobras,which
prosecutors call the biggest
corruption scheme ever un-
covered in Brazil. At least
US$800 million was paid
in bribes and other funds
by the nation’s biggest con-
struction and engineering
firms in exchange for in-
flated Petrobras contracts.

Top executives are al-
ready in jail and the attor-
ney general is investigat-
ing dozens of top congress-
men, along with current
and former members of the
executive branch, for al-
leged connections to the
scheme that apparently
began in 1997 before

Rousseff ’s party took
power in 2003. Rousseff, a
former chairwoman of
Petrobras’ board, has not
been implicated and so far
is not being investigated,
though top officials from
her administration, includ-
ing two former chiefs of
staff, are caught up in the
inquiry.

The marches add pres-
sure on Rousseff, whose
poll ratings have never
been lower and who is fac-
ing duel economic and po-
litical crises. But the
protests are significantly
different than anti-govern-
ment demonstrations in
2013. Those earlier
protests cut across politi-
cal, social and economic
lines, and were a wide-
spread expression of frus-
tration with poor public
services like health care
and transportation,as well
as a cry against govern-
ment corruption.

Yesterday’s protests,
largely organized by ad-
hoc right-leaning groups
over social media, ap-
peared far more politically
focused, and demonstra-
tors came from social
classes that voted against
Rousseff in her narrow re-
election in October.

Despite their partisan
nature, the mass marches
are another thorn in
Rousseff’s side. They also
add impetus to opposition
efforts to thwart measures
she backs in Congress,

where even those in the
ruling Workers’ Party
coalition are creating hur-
dles as she tries to push
through austerity meas-
ures.

Brazilian growth has
been weak since Rousseff
took office in 2011. The
country likely entered a re-
cession in 2014 and most
economists surveyed by

the Central Bank forecast
negative growth for this
year. Inflation is rising and
the local currency has
plummeted against the
dollar in recent weeks,
making life more expen-
sive in a nation with a sur-
prisingly high cost of liv-
ing and one of the world’s
heaviest tax burdens.

Still, Brazil’s top opposi-

tion political figures, in-
cluding a former president
and the top candidates
who ran against Rousseff
in last year’s election, say
impeachment is 
undesirable, because the
president isn’t accused of
any connection to the
Petrobras scandal, and be-
cause it could affect
Brazil’s stability.
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A demonstrator waves a Brazilian flag during a protest march demanding the
impeachment of Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff, over an alleged scheme
of corruption that siphoned money from the state-owned oil company
Petrobras, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, yesterday.

RIO DE JANEIRO – As
many as 51 people died
on Saturday when a pas-
senger bus drove off a
cliff in the southern
Brazilian state of Santa
Catarina, police said.

The bus, en route from
the neighboring state of
Parana, swerved off a
curve and fell dozens of
meters before crashing in
a wooded area. Rescue
crews were still trying to
rescue survivors and re-
cover the bodies of the
victims late in the day.

Initially, police had re-
ported 32 killed, but later
said recovery crews be-
lieved an additional 19

were dead. Police did not
know how many passen-
gers in all were aboard
the bus or whether the
driver was one of the vic-
tims, but said that at
least six survivors were
being treated for injuries.

The bus was about 10
km (6 miles) from its des-
tination in the city of
Joinville when it crashed.
Highway and weather
conditions at the time
were good, a police
spokesman said.

Though no immediate
cause for the crash had
been determined, police
said it appeared the
brakes on the bus failed.

Brazil has some of
Latin America’s deadliest
roads.

Despite nearly a
decade of sustained eco-
nomic growth that only

slowed in recent years,
the country has done 
little to improve or 
expand its creaky infra-
structure.

The country averages

more than 18 highway
deaths per 100,000 peo-
ple per year, compared
with only about 10 in
high-income countries,
according to a report by

the Inter-American
Development Bank.

The tolls in nearby
Argentina, Colombia and
Chile average only about
13.

Hundreds of thousands
march to ask Brazil
president’s ouster

Police believe the bus driver lost control of the vehicle as night fell on the winding road.

Up to 51 dead after
bus crash in 
southern Brazil



FREETOWN – Ten
health care workers
with a Boston-based
non-profit organisa-
tion responding to
Sierra Leone’s Ebola
outbreak are to be
evacuated to the
United States after one
of their colleagues was
infected with the
deadly disease.

Partners in Health said
in a statement Saturday
that the 10, the largest
group to be evacuated to
the United States over
possible Ebola exposure,
would travel on non-com-
mercial aircraft and be iso-
lated in Ebola treatment
facilities.

On March 11, a
Partners in Health med-
ical worker in Sierra
Leone tested positive for
Ebola, and the 10 fellow
workers “came to the aid
of their ailing colleague”,
the organisation’s state-
ment said. The 10 have
not shown signs of Ebola
and Partners in Health
said the evacuations were
ordered “out of an abun-
dance of caution.”

"They will remain in iso-
lation near designated US
Ebola treatment facilities
to ensure access to rapid
testing and treatment in
the unlikely instance that
any become symptomatic,”
the group’s statement
said.

The health care worker
who became infected has
already been evacuated
and is receiving treatment
at the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda,
Maryland.

Partners in Health did
not specify a timeline for
the new evacuations and a
representative of the US
Embassy in Freetown,
Sierra Leone’s capital,was
not authorised to com-
ment yesterday morning.

On Saturday, the
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
said several Americans
who may have been ex-
posed to Ebola in Sierra
Leone would be moni-
tored. The CDC did not
state how many
Americans are coming
back, but University of
Nebraska Medical Center
officials said they will be
monitoring four
Americans.

“Because we have indi-
viduals to monitor simul-
taneously, the safest and
most efficient way to do
that is in a group setting,”
Phil Smith, director of the
center’s Biocontainment
Unit, said on Saturday.
Smith’s unit would evalu-
ate and treat any patients

who develop symptoms.
He said that patients
would be quarantined and
kept away from other pa-
tients, students and staff.

Partners in Health

began treating Ebola pa-
tients in Liberia and
Sierra Leone last
November, and the health
care worker who tested
positive for Ebola on

March 11 is the first staff
member to fall ill “as a re-
sult of a confirmed occupa-
tional exposure,” the
group said. It has more
than 2,000 employees

working in West Africa, in-
cluding foreigners and lo-
cals and 600 Ebola sur-
vivors.

The World Health
Organisation estimated

last week that the ongo-
ing Ebola outbreak has
killed more than 10 000
people, mostly in the West
African nations of Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone.
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10 US charity staff to leave Sierra Leone amid Ebola scare
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LONDON – A former hostage
held in Syria by Islamic State
extremists for more than six
months has described mock
executions and other forms
of psychological torture
against him and other cap-
tives.

Spanish journalist Javier
Espinosa wrote in The Sunday
Times that militant Mohammed
Emwazi played a lead role in the
mock executions. Emwazi, a
Londoner nicknamed “Jihadi
John”, is believed to have played
a central role in a series of be-
heading videos.

Espinosa, who works for El
Mundo and was on assignment
for the Spanish daily when he
was abducted in September
2013,characterised Emwazi as a
bloodthirsty psychopath who en-
joyed threatening him and other
Western hostages.

He said Emwazi “caressed”his
neck with a long blade and de-
scribed how he would behead
Espinosa: “’Feel it? Cold, isn’t it?

Can you imagine the pain you’ll
feel when it cuts? Unimaginable
pain,’”he quoted Emwazi as say-
ing.

Emwazi went on to describe
precisely how the beheading
would occur, the former hostage
said, and explained where he
would place Espinosa’s head once
it had been done.

Espinosa described how the
militants took pleasure in telling
their more than 20 hostages each
day that they would be beheaded.
He said Emwazi used an antique
sword for the mock executions
and followed up by placing a
Glock pistol against his head and
pulling the trigger three times.

Espinosa said he and the other
hostages dubbed three English
jihadis who were part of the
Islamic Stage group “The
Beatles” – even though the
world-famous Liverpool band
had four members. The nick-
name “Jihadi John”– which later
caught on in the British press –
is a reference to former Beatle

John Lennon.
Espinosa was released in

March 2014 after being held cap-
tive for 194 days. Most of the
hostages were eventually re-
leased, but seven have died, in-
cluding at least six who were
killed,and one is known to still be
a captive.

Marc Marginedas, a second
Spanish journalist who was freed
at the same as Espinosa, gave
his account in the Periodico de
Catalunya newspaper in Spain
Sunday. He said he had ex-
plained to his captors that he
wasn’t a spy and had entered
Syria twice before to report and
had been treated well.

“‘You entered Syria twice and it
worked out well for you, but now
we’ll kill you,’”was the reply from
his captor.

“‘And do not try to become
friendly.I don’t love you.The ones
I love are my brothers who have
come here to fight,’” the uniden-
tified captor said, according to
Marginedas’ account.

WASHINGTON – Secretary of
State John Kerry, returning to
talks with Iran on its nuclear
programme, said yesterday that
most of the differences still bar-
ring an agreement are political
rather than technical.

Kerry, who was to sit down
later yesterday in Switzerland
with Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammed Javad Zarif, said
“there are clearly some differ-
ences that still rest on a techni-
cal judgement.”

“But by and large, most of the
differences now are political de-
cisions that need to be made in
order to fulfil the promise of
proving to the world that a pro-
gramme is peaceful,” he added.
Kerry said in an interview on
CBS News that Tehran “to its
credit has thus far lived up to
every part of the agreement we
made over a year ago.”

His interview was aired a day
after White House chief of staff
Denis McDonough sent a letter
to Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman Bob
Corker warning Congress once
more that it should not inter-
fere in the negotiating process.
More than 40 Senate
Republicans – but not Corker –
sent a letter to Iranian officials
earlier asserting that Congress
must have a say in approving
any agreement. Corker has ex-
pressed separate concerns about
Congress being denied a part in
the process.

McDonough told Corker that
legislation sponsored by the
Tennessee Republican would go
far beyond ensuring a role for
Congress in any deal with Iran.

“Instead, the legislation would
potentially prevent any deal
from succeeding by suggesting
that Congress must vote to ‘ap-
prove’ any deal,” McDonough
said. He criticised a provision
that would eliminate President
Barack Obama’s authority to lift
some sanctions on Iran as part
of any agreement.

In the CBS interview, Kerry
declined to comment on specula-
tion about the nature of any nu-
clear programme that Iran
would have at the end of 10 or
15 years under a negotiated
agreement.

“I’m not going to get into the
end of the deal or the beginning
of the deal, or how long it is, or
what the framework is. That is
what we are negotiating,” the
secretary said. “The proof will
be in the pudding, but nobody
should be jumping to a conclu-
sion as to what the breadth and
framework of this agreement is
because it is not yet finalised.”

Kerry said he doesn’t know
yet whether the letter sent to
Iranian officials by Senate
Republicans has jeopardised the
talks, but said he has no doubt
that it was calculated to inter-
fere with negotiations.

If an agreement is not reached
by the deadline set for the end of

March, Kerry suggested that an
extension was unlikely. He
noted that discussions about de-
veloping a framework for prov-
ing that the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme is peaceful have been
going on for two years.

“We believe very much that
there is not anything that is
going to change in April or May
or June, that suggests that at
that time the decision you can’t
make now will be made then,”
he said. “If it’s peaceful let’s get
it done. My hope is that in the
next days that will be possible.”

In his letter to Corker,
McDonough said,“The adminis-
tration’s request to Congress is
simple: Let us complete the ne-
gotiations before the Congress
acts on legislation.” He added
that he does expect a robust con-
gressional debate if a final deal
is struck by the end of June.

And McDonough reiterated
Obama’s repeated threats to
veto the legislation should
Congress pass it.

Corker and Senate colleagues
in both parties insist that
Congress be allowed to consider
and vote on any agreement de-
signed to block Iran from devel-
oping a nuclear weapon. Corker
argued his case in a letter to
Obama last week, and did so
again in response to
McDonough.

“On this issue where
Congress has played such a vital
role, I believe it is very impor-

tant that Congress appropri-
ately weigh in before any final
agreement is implemented,”
Corker said in a statement late

Saturday.
Tensions between the admin-

istration and lawmakers over
Iran have been rising for weeks.

Ex-IS hostage describes mock
executions while held in Syria

Spanish reporter Javier Espinosa

US Senator Bob Corker (R-TN)

Kerry asserts obstacles to Iran
nuke pact mostly ‘political’
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THERE are more concerns about
the OECD and the implications its
actions could have for this coun-
try’s international business sector.

The concerns were voiced by top
Barbadian Diplomat, Ambassador Dr.
Marion Williams, who also charged that
developed countries are turning their
backs on small states like Barbados.

Ambassador Williams, Permanent
Representative of the Barbados Mission
to the United Nations Office and other

International Organisations, said there is
a groundswell of initiatives by developed
countries to recover tax revenues from
offshore jurisdictions small countries
through agencies like the OECD –
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development and other global bod-
ies.

Ambassador Williams presented this
year’s Fair Trading Commission Lecture.

The OECD has been wringing the
hands of offshore jurisdictions to get

them to comply to new rules that could
see them losing millions of dollars in in-
vestments and business.

In addition, there is the US Foreign
Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA)
which is demanding financial informa-
tion on US citizens doing business in this
region and the wider world.

“These issues are of great concern to us,
and I know that since it has been 

CONTINUED on Page 3

OECD CHALLENGE

From left are Minister of Industry and International Business Donville Inniss, Sir Neville Nicholls and Lady Nicholls, among the audience. INSET: Ambassador Dr.
Marion Williams.
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THE Caribbean Single
Market Economy (CSME) is
not dead, but people need to
know their rights and gov-
ernments needs to imple-
ment the regime how it is
supposed to work.

This was the word coming
from Shantal Munro-Knight,
Executive Director of the
Caribbean Policy Development
Centre (CPDC).

Speaking to Business Monday,
she indicated, “We do need to
work harder to make the process
work and for it to become a lived
reality for people,but even if you
get all of your legislation and
administration in place, it is peo-
ple who have to make the
regime a lived reality, people
have to move. It is important to
ensure that CARICOM nation-
als understand their rights, this
can encourage the regime to
move and make it work better
and this has not always been
the case.”

The Executive Director last
week also stressed the need for
domestic workers and artisans
to have their rights observed
under the CSME Free
Movement regime. She ex-
plained “The main point is that
these are workers that have

been given a right under the free
movement regime, artisans
have been given the right in
2006 and domestic workers in
2009 and today in 2015 they
can’t use that right because of
various reasons that the regime
has not been fully implemented
to facilitate them. For example,
one of the things they need to do
is to acquire the skills certifi-
cate. They need to get a
Caribbean qualification and
across the region the CVQ
regime has not been properly
implemented. Therefore, you
have people who have this right
and the things that need to be in
place to facilitate the right, they
don’t have them.”

The CPDC official indicated,
“These are the vulnerable
groups that we are focusing on –
the University graduates are
able to move and the right for
the artisans and domestics is to
open up the regime to better the
livelihood of ordinary citizens,
but the regime doesn’t facilitate
those groups. The important
point we are making to officials
is to get your house in order to
ensure the people of the region
will benefit.Our principle is peo-
ple being able to execute their
rights.” (NB)Shantal Munro-Knight, Executive Director of the Caribbean Policy Development Centre.

CSME is not dead
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CONTINUED from Page 1

discussed in Barbados over and
over again, I will not mention it
here,”Dr.Williams told the func-
tion.

She pointed out that in
Switzerland, several seminars
are being held by affected par-
ties on how to survive this situ-
ation and many of them are try-
ing to restructure in order to
survive the opening of their eco-
nomic financial centres.

However, her advice to
Barbados is that “we need to be
careful that we don’t move too
fast because it is found that very
often developed countries can
find accommodating measures
and then we would have moved
faster than them.”

“On the other hand we must
comply because our reputation
rest on it, and a jurisdiction like
ours has a wonderful reputation
already so we must not go and
jeopardise it,” the Dr. Williams
cautioned.

Dr. Williams said that one of
the implications of these trends
for trade is that “we open our-
selves to naming and shaming if
we do not comply so we have no
other option but to comply”.

While not saying much about
the issues surrounding the Rum
in the Caribbean industry the

Ambassador said that it is
symptomatic of a changing
trend.

“That trend is the changing
attitude of dealing with small
countries, or even disadvan-
taged countries,” she remarked.

According to her,“There was a
time when large and powerful
countries were more sympa-
thetic towards small countries.
This is no longer the case as
more and more we see that there
are no intentions of accommo-

dating either because the coun-
try is small or otherwise too dis-
advantaged.”

She suggested therefore that
it would be useful for small
countries to join forces with
other nations who are calling for

adherence of both the spirit and
the letter of the guidelines. “We
have (also) to join with others
to make sure that there is a re-
examination of the recourse op-
tion available where there is a
failure to comply,” she noted.

MORE power is being given to
the Fair Trading Commission
to carry out expanded 
duties.

Last Thursday the Barbados
Cabinet approved for legisla-
tive drafting amendment to ex-
isting legislation administered
by the FTC and the Office of
Public Counsel.

“These are designed to allow
the FTC access to the con-
sumer claims tribunal in order

to obtain civil redress for con-
sumers, to give the FTC juris-
diction to investigate com-
plaints against telecommuni-
cations providers other than
Cable and Wireless, and li-
censed providers such as inde-
pendent power producers in
the electricity sector.

These revelations were made
by Donville Inniss under whose
portfolio the FTC falls. Inniss is
the Minister of Industry,

International Business,
Commerce and Small Business
Development.

He said that with respect to
mergers, the measures will
allow the Commission to inves-
tigate those transactions which
have a resulting effect of mar-
ket share but do not necessar-
ily involves a transfer of
shares.

“It also will allow the
Commission to approve or deny

pilot programmes which are to
be implemented by service
providers,” the Minister ex-
plained.

He reasoned that
Government’s decision to put
in place a new Electric Light
and Power Act will give rise to
a greater role for the FTC.

“This expanded role will
cover such areas as approving
interconnection for purchase
agreements which set out the

terms and conditions of for in-
terconnection in connection be-
tween licensed independent
power producers who are ex-
pected to come on stream, and
the Barbados Light and Power
Company Limited,” said Inniss.

The Commission will further
be the agency to which parties
will refer disputes that arise in
the resolution of these agree-
ments. He expects the Act to
be shortly proclaimed.

MINISTER of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Donville Inniss, said he will
be standing by whatever de-
cision the Fair Trading
Commission (FTC) makes
with respect to the proposed
acquisition of Columbus
International by Cable and
Wireless Communication.

He said as much while speak-
ing at the FTC Lecture on Friday
night.

The FTC is to make a decision
on the matter this week.

The Minister recalled having

also said at the time of the an-
nouncement of the proposed ac-
quisition, that he had faith in the
Commissioners, the CEO, the
manager and staff the FTC to do
a very professional job.

“And I stand by that.Whatever
their decision may be as will be
announced shortly,” he stated
while indicating that he is not
privy to the decision.

He pointed out that last
November’s announcement of
the proposed acquisition of
Columbus International by
Cable and Wireless
Communication was met by
some level of alarm by the gen-

eral public.
However, he indicated that

greater importance  must be
given to the telecommunication
sector’s framework to determine
if the regulation and legislation
in place has kept pace with the
industry’s development.

“It is my firm belief that in
telecommunications as in all
other sectors, the focus must be
placed on the effective regulation
to ensure that balance is pre-
served within the market place
and the protection of consumers
is maintained,” according to
Inniss.

The Minister maintained that

the reality of the modern global
market is that mergers and 
acquisitions are now a regular
feature of the international busi-
ness landscape. “It is critical
therefore to ensure that regula-
tory agencies are equipped to ad-
dress the changes that affect our
markets and are empowered to
take necessary action,” he ex-
plained.

He said that decisions made
on the international stages tend
to affect Barbados.

As a result we must carefully
consider how to respond to the
challenges which we will in-
evitably faced as members of a

global market,”the Minister said.
The Minister also pointed out

it is becoming increasingly ap-
parent that advancement and
adaptation are now the hall-
marks of a business of any coun-
try that wants to be successful
and able to deliver benefits to its
people.

He noted further that while
the advent of globalization has
exponentially increased the po-
tential market place for
Barbadian goods and services, it
has also exposed local industries
to external forces and factors
over which they have minimal
or limited control. (JB)          

Minister standing by FTC’s decision

Barbados advised to be more careful

Ambassador Dr. Marion Williams also a former governor of the Central Bank of Barbados in conversation with the current
Governor, Dr. Delisle Worrell.

Cabinet move means greater access for Commission
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THE region needs to
deal with the aggres-
sive competition in the
handicraft sector.

This is according to
Austin Weekes , General
Manager of the Craft
House in St Kitts,who was
on the island last week for
a press conference which
addressed the need to have
the rights of domestic
workers and artisans  ob-
served under the CSME

Free Movement regime.
He highlighted that

there was a need for those
in the handicrafts indus-
try to be aware of the ag-
gressive competition im-
pacting the local handi-
craft sector in the region.

Weekes told Business
Monday, “In St Kitts and
Nevis we do a lot of local
handicrafts and the con-
cern is the competition
from countries such as

India and China and the
challenge we have is that
Government does not look
out for local artisans. I be-
lieve that the competition
is impacting other
Caribbean countries, the
competition is growing and
there is little assistance
.They are things that can
be done such as step the
duty up on the imported
craft, the items in China
can be sold at next to noth-

ing, sometimes they can
copy ours do mass produc-
tion and sell significantly
cheaper.”

He believes,“ We need to
get a unified organisation
from all in the region and
work together or it will be
difficult in business, unity
is strength, we may be
competing with each other
but there  is a bigger chal-
lenge that we are all fac-
ing. (NB)

ICBL launched
Advantage Plus Policy, a
premium residential in-
surance product last
week at Lime grove cen-
tre courtyard.

Ingrid Innes, Managing
Director & CEO re-
counted, “For the past
three years we have been
working diligently to un-
derstand the needs of our
customers and this has
resulted in the redesign-
ing and reengineering of
our product offerings
across all of our lines of
business.

ICBL was established
in 1978 to underwrite all
classes of General
Insurance, Life and
Health Insurance. We
currently write roughly
one quarter of all the gen-
eral insurance business
in Barbados. For the past
four years we have been
assigned a rating of A-
Excellent by global credit
rating agency, A.M Best;
the primary rating
agency for insurance
companies around the
world.This is a direct cor-
relation to the company’s
financial strength and we
are pleased to have such
an international body af-
firm our standing.”

“Over the last eighteen
months we have intro-
duced many innovative

products, ranging from
our new suite of life in-
surance products to our
new condominium and
yacht insurance policies.
As the largest motor and
property insurer on the
island we are able to sup-
port the needs of all our
customers and in particu-
lar the customers for
whom our Advantage
plus Product has been de-
signed” she noted.

Deputy CEO of ICBL,
Goulbourne Alleyne ex-
plained the new product,
“The Advantage Plus in-
surance policy offers you
the best and most flexi-
ble cover which takes the
specific needs of the
homeowner …..the pet
cover included in the
Advantage Plus insur-
ance policy is much more
extensive than the regu-
lar home insurance poli-
cies. We pride ourselves
on the fact that the cover-
age we offer for pets is far
superior to what is avail-
able in the market.

In addition to providing
a wide range of insurance
solutions to satisfy our
customers’ needs, we also
enjoy a very healthy rela-
tionship with you, our
broker partners.We want
to remain relevant in the
market with our product
offerings.” (NB)

United front needed to
overcome competition

ICBL launches
new product
to the market

ICBL from Back Page

several products in the
last 18 months, we have
totally realigned out life
insurance products and
are about to launch one
of the best group health
insurance products in
the industry because we
have a new system. Our
focus for the year is
about the customer, what
the needs are in the mar-
ket place, and what we
can do to satisfy those
needs.”

She went on to add
that ICBL’s Life Division
has done extremely well,
with the launch of new
life products as well as
retirement savings prod-
ucts. However, one of the
challenges there is that

people don’t see ICBL as
a company that sells life
insurance, and this year
the aim is to market in-
surance products more to
our consumers.

She said, “It is a bit of
a challenge for us right
now; we have to do a bet-
ter job of marketing our
insurance products, but
overall we did quite well.
The results were really
good in life division and
products we launched.”

She added, “In 2013 we
increased business by 11
per cent. I have not seen
the market numbers for
2014 as yet, but we have
grown our business
again in 2014. All the
things we are doing as a
company is helping us
achieve our goals.” (NB)

‘Life Division
has done well’



ALTHOUGH this coun-
try’s insurance industry re-
mains profitable, prof-
itability levels remain well
below the 2010 and 2011
amounts. The reason for
this is the low interest rate
environment operating in
Barbados.

The insurance industry
comprising both life and
general insurance seg-
ments is among the coun-
try’s financial players high-
lighted in the recently re-
leased financial stability
report.

“The current environ-
ment has reduced the
amount of investment 
income the insurance 
companies have been able
to generate and has caused
a drag on the total net in-
come of the sector,”said the
Report put together by the
Central Bank of Barbados
and the Financial Services
Commission.

“The current soft market
cycle-characterised by sub-
stantial competition be-
tween firms, as well as the
availability of excess rein-
surance access, has meant
that premium rates re-
main low. Consequently, it
went on, underwriting
profits have been harder to
generate although the sec-
tor has not suffered from
higher-than-expected
claims, due to natural ca-

tastrophes in recent his-
tory.

In any case, the report
by the two Government
agencies revealed that as
at December 2014, pro-
jected figures place total
assets of the sector at ap-
proximately $3.03 billion
which represents a a 
decrease in assets of 
approximately two per
cent following a one per
cent increase the previous
year.

Two domestic companies
insurance companies are
listed on the Barbados
Stock Exchange. “For the
remaining domestic com-
panies the main source of
capital is derived from
their retained earnings or
through raising private eq-
uity outside of the BSE or
funding from other private
sources.

“Given the low profitabil-
ity levels in the industry
over the last three years,
the industry has not seen
large capital increases,”ac-
cording to the Report.

As at December 2013
total current assets in-
creased in both the life and
general categories of insur-
ance by $38.7 million and
$18 million respectively as
companies replaced matur-
ing long term investments
with short-term invest-
ments.

In excess of 60 per cent of
total current assets held by
insurance companies are
invested in government of
Barbados securities. This
investment strategy is
partly driven by legislation
and partly by the sector’s
general strategy of holding
liquid investments given
the nature of the insurance
industry, where cash can
be required at a short no-
tice to pay claims.

At the end of December
2013 approximately $1.3

billion were held in statu-
tory funds in support of
policy holders’ liabilities.

Other data provided by
the report show that total
insurance premiums (for
both life and general insur-
ance) averaged about
$655.3 million in 2013;
gross premium written
was about $7.6 million
higher than 2012 figure of
$647.7 million; and that
motor and property insur-
ance policies were the key
components of the general

insurance market.
“In the life insurance

market, the key products

sold were whole life, term
life and universal life,” the
Report added. (JB)

MINISTER of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Donville Inniss is look-
ing forward to debate
on this year’s Estimates.

He has made the point
while commenting on the
country’s educational sys-
tem and what Government
has been doing to reform
the system.

Debate on the
Appropriations Bill (the
Estimates) is scheduled
for this week in the House
of Assembly and the follow-
ing week in the Senate.

“I look forward to the
Estimates debate next
week and in particular the
issue of education when a
lot more will have to be
said about the
Government’s education
programme,” said the
Minister.

He stated that too that
programme will appropri-
ate policies that will bring

reforms that will lead it to
be a very sustainable ac-
tivity in this country.

Last week the House of
Assembly dealt with
among other matters the
subject of education and
the award of scholarships
and bursaries.

The Minister has made
it clear to Barbadians that
nothing is free. “Let us re-
flect on the fact that when
you pay your taxes and
therefore you get all of
these social services that is
a myth because nothing is
free,” the Minister said.

He stated that the harsh
realities indicate that of
the $2.5 billion in revenue
collected,there is an expen-
diture bill of $4.2 billion.

“So what we have to do
though is to continue to
work on the appropriate
reforms in education sys-
tem to ensure that our peo-
ple and those who come
through the system benefit
tremendously and and are

able to make meaningful
contribution to our society,”
Inniss added.

“We have been able to
build up institutions in this
country that have been
able to serve people well
and those from other is-
lands who here and take
advantage of it,” according

to him.
High on the agenda for

the debate is the projected
end of year deficit which
Government said it wants
to lower to at least 7.5 per
cent of gross domestic
product.

The Draft Estimates will
outline Government

spending and taxation poli-
cies for the financial year
starting April 1,2015.Also
to be outlined is how
Government intends going
forward with its fiscal poli-
cies as it tries to the coun-
try’s revenue position.

There will also be details
as to how the administra-

tion deals with those state
agencies which are to be
amalgamated and whether
Barbadians are likely to
pay more taxes or benefit
from tax reductions in
wake of tax reforms which
the Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs,
Christopher Sinckler.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 16th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.08632    2.12544              
Pound Sterling £ 2.93300    3.98798              
Canadian $ 1.55426 1.58676
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.08240      2.12544              
Pound Sterling £ 2.92749 2.98798              
Canadian $ 1.55132 1.58676              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.05229 2.13871
Pound Sterling £ 2.88516 3.00664              
Canadian $ 1.54253 1.58816              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01736
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31526

Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs,
Christopher Sinckler will deliver the Estimates.

Minister of Industry, International Business,
Commerce and Small Business Development,
Donville Inniss

Estimates
Debate eagerly
awaited

Insurance industry investment reduced due to current environment



TROPICAL SHIPPING
has been in business for
50 years throughout the
region and in 2015 their
plans are simply to con-
tinue to ensure efficient
service to their customers
through on time and reli-
able transportation serv-
ices.

Tropical Shipping held
their annual business
segment review in
Barbados last week to
wrap up 2014 and estab-
lish their strategic vision
for the company for 2015
and beyond.

Business Monday
spoke to Andre Gibson,
Island Manager for
Tropical Shipping at the
company’s meeting at the
Radisson, he explained,
“we get together once a
year in a different islands
to discuss our strategies
for our markets and how
we can continually im-
prove our services and
business facilitationin
ourmarkets, we have rep-
resentatives from the
Windward and Leeward
Islands as well as from

our corporate 
headquarters in Palm
Beach.”

In terms of the
Barbados market, he
stated, “The market con-
tinues to be a challeng-
ing one as volumes are
still significantly de-
pressed as a result of the
current business cli-
matein Barbados, how-
ever on the upside we
have seen a silver lining
in the market with the
addition of the recently
opened Sandals hotel
which provided a lift
through Q3 and Q4 with
project cargo and going
forward they will bring
repeat volumes.

Some of the other mar-
kets in the region are
doing a bit better but in
general we are doing
what we can to facilitate
shipping in the regional
market. We put a lot of
work in our markets, we
make a strong effort to
ensure we provide
thebest service and are
doing all we can for our
customers intheregion.

From a Tropical stand-
point service is a major
objective especiallylogis-
tics, many people see it
as a headache and we do
a lot of work to make it as
simple as possible for the
customer. We have our
own ships in this region,
a port in Palm Beach and
in each territory we have
our own Tropical team. It
has been a year we have
been working with our
new owner Salt Chuck
and it has been working
well.”

Jeff Visser VP of
Tropical Shipping echoed
similar sentiments, he re-
marked, “the meeting is
to do a wrap up of last
year and roll out the ob-
jectives of this year, and
one of the objectives is to
improve connectivity to
the region, we recently
started a new direct ship
call from Guyana to
Barbados .We recently
celebrated 50 years of
service and hope to cele-
brate 50 more in the re-
gion.”

Cost remains a concern 
Cost is an ongoing

issue said Mark Lopez,
Assistant VP for the
Eastern Caribbean for
Tropical Shipping.
“Globally shipping oper-
ates on economies of scale
so larger vessels drive
down cost , in the
Caribbean we are dealing

with small populations
on fragmented islands ,
the cost of putting a ves-
sel in any of the Eastern
Caribbean countries is
fairly substantial, having
to cover the same cost on
a larger vessel on a
smaller scale . I think it
has come a long way and
the port authoritiesand

governments are working
to try to invest in the
ports to make them more
efficient, looking at cost
andfiguring out how to
drive them down. Overall
we have been in
theCaribbean for 50
years and it has come a
long way” he highlighted.
(NB)

By Jewel Brathwaite

LATER this week many
Barbadians will get a
chance to hear from Dr.
Peter Blair Henry, Dean
of New York University’s
Leonard N. Stern School
of Business.

Jamaican born Dr.
Henry is now on a sabbat-
ical to the Central Bank of
Barbados. On Thursday
he will present a 
90-minute interview with
a studio panel at the
Grande Salle of the Tom
Adams Financial Centre.

Occasions like this
Caribbean forum serve to
create useful discussions
on important economic is-
sues and to bring fresh
perspective on economic
matters, as they relate to
developing countries, in-
cluding the small ones. In
other words they repre-
sent another view as
many would have heard
when and Dr. Fred
Bergsten, of the Peterson
Institute was here last
year.

What certainly will be
of interest to Barbadian
and Caribbean audiences
who will be following the
proceedings, is Dr. Henry’s
say on economic manage-
ment and how this coun-
try was able to use an ap-

proach to come out of the
economic troubles it en-
countered in the early
1990s.

Back then, Barbados
faced serious economic
challenges – no growth,
rising deficits, a near de-
pletion of foreign reserves,
a global recession – and
demands by the
International Monetary
Fund that the country’s
fixed exchange rate in
place since 1975 be 
adjusted as part of an 
economic recovery 
programme.

But the country came
through those difficulties,
and until the brief hiccups
occasioned by 9/11 and
the emergence in 2008 of
the present economic
stress, it performed cred-
itably.

This along with the
brief comparison of why
Barbados excelled while
Jamaica declined, is cap-
tured in Dr. Henry’s book:
“Third World Lessons For
First World Growth,”
which will be the source of
much what will be high-
lighted at Thursday’s
function.

In a quotation from the
book, the Author revealed
that from 1972 to 1987
Jamaica’s economy con-
tracted at a rate of 2.8 per

cent per year while
Barbados’ expanded 1.5
per cent. The vast differ-
ences in the countries’ in-
comes today is largely a
consequence of this 15
year period in which
Barbados’ growth rate ex-
ceeded Jamaica’s by 4.3
percentage points per
year, he writes.

In another quotation,
Dr. Henry points out that
the Third World’s strug-
gle with economic reforms
holds many important les-
sons or the First World as
it contends with its own
need for economic restruc-
turing. According to him,
the stories of economic
turnaround in the devel-
oping world reveal how
smart policies oriented to-
ward long term growth
can propel a nation for-
ward and provide a basis
for the future prosperity
of its citizens. What is
very significant about this
is that Dr. Henry writes
that the biggest unre-
solved question facing the
global economy in the fu-

ture is whether policy
makers in the developed
world will have the
courage to practice what
they have long preached.

But how can this be? It
is not meant to be that
way since the ideas of eco-
nomic growth and eco-
nomic development
seemed to reside in those
countries and the agen-
cies which continue to
push their line of progress
and development.

These agencies are the
IMF, World Bank, and a
regional institution like
the Inter-American
Development Bank.

In essence what they
have seen in East Asia
Tigers is not what these
agencies have been push-
ing for other countries in
Latin America the
Caribbean and Africa.

What is very compelling
about this book is that the
author  demonstrates that
economic growth and de-
velopment can be under-
taken using a country’s
own environment and ex-

periences without being
dictated by outsiders and
notably those who occupy
the halls in Washington,
London and similar loca-
tions.

The East Asians have
done it much to the sur-
prise of the World Bank
which did a study on what
it deemed the East Asian
Miracle, and so too have
many in Latin America.
In the case of East Asia,
their drive towards devel-
opment included state in-
tervention, protectionism,
the promotion of exports,
and favourable business
financing.

Today the Third World
also known as Emerging
Market economies are
driving most of the global
economic output and
growth.

A commentary on small
states carried in the quar-
terly publication, Finance
and Development, sug-
gested the blueprint for
small states. They can
first of all, reduce their de-
pendence on trade taxes
by introducing broader
based value added taxes
that eased revenue con-
straints. Where the VAT
is in place and revenue is
still constrained, these
countries are advised to
lower expenditure.

Second, they are urged
to diversify export and
trading partners. Nothing
about small size being a
deterrent to economies of
scales and the blatant
protectionism which these
countries face in penetrat-
ing developed country
markets.

Third, they should in-
crease financial services.
Again no mention of the
fact that offshore jurisdic-
tions which adhere to
global regulations are
being undermined by big
countries and through the
OECD.

Fourth, they should in-
volve the World Bank and
the WTO. But this is being
done without any meas-
urable benefits.

In all fairness to the in-
ternational community
there is still an under-
standing that small states
have their challenges.
This demand that 
they be treated 
differently.

A bigger picture that
will continue to unfold
will be the extent to which
emerging market
economies are able to re-
shape global economy and
if as Dr. Henry asks, if the
developed countries will
learn from the Third
World.
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Jeff Visser VP of Tropical Shipping, Andre Gibson, Island Manager for
Tropical Shipping and Mark Lopez, Assistant VP for the Eastern Caribbean
for Tropical Shipping sharing a light moment at the Tropical Shipping annual
business segment review in Barbados held at the Radisson. 

Business school Dean to present interview
ECONOMIC
VIEWPOINT

Tropical shipping positive
about business in the region



THE Caribbean Export
Development Agency will host its
third CARIFORUM-EU Business
Forum, scheduled to take place on
April 15 to 16 in Montego Bay,
Jamaica. The conference, which is
organised in collaboration with the
ACP Business Climate facility
(BizClim), seeks to enhance partner-
ships between Caribbean busi-
nesses and those in Europe, enable
public-private dialogue and support
the business climate reform agenda
in the Caribbean. Focussing on
three sectors: agro-processing
(cocoa, herbs & spices), music and
higher education the Forum will
bring together some 150 key stake-
holders from the Caribbean,
Europe, Africa and the Pacific to not
only engage in dialogue but to also
explore business and trade opportu-
nities during business to business
meetings.

“Providing a platform for private sec-
tor firms in the region to explore busi-
ness opportunities with overseas firms
and hopefully increase business and pen-
etrate new markets is a fundamental as-
pect of the Agency’s mandate,” stated
Pamela Coke-Hamilton, Executive
Director of Caribbean Export.

Caribbean Export previously hosted
the CARIFORUM-EU Business Forum
in 2008 in Barbados and 2012 in London,
each time with the overall objective of
supporting CARIFORUM businesses to
utilise the benefits of the CARIFORUM-

EU Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) that was signed in 2008, providing
a platform for private sector businesses
to identify opportunities for trade, and by
extension to do business in Europe.

Participants at the Forum will include
both Caribbean and European SMEs,
government ministries, Business
Support Organisations, Caribbean ex-
port board members and industry ex-
perts who will provide business clinics
with participating firms to help build ca-
pacity required to develop greater mar-
ket penetration.

Discussions at the Forum will cover
an array of topics within the three sec-
tors. For agro-processing, topics on the
agenda include bean to bar manufactur-
ing and branding for export markets.
The music sector will delve into areas
such as the development of a digital
strategy for Caribbean musicians and
breaking into the music festival market.
As part of the higher education sector,
topics on the agenda include branding for
higher education institutions and spe-
cific requirements and expectations for
recruitment.

Funded by the European Union as
part of the 10th EDF Regional Private
Sector Development Programme, firms
are encouraged to attend this highly an-
ticipated event and exploit the opportu-
nity to meet with potential trading part-
ners. Sponsorship to attend is available
and firms should visit the Agency’s web-
site for more information on how to par-
ticipate.
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Pamela Coke-Hamilton, Executive Director of Caribbean Export.

Partnerships between
businesses in the C’bean and
the EU to be strengthened 



If then your whole body is
full of light, with no part
of it in darkness, it will be
as full of light as when a
lamp gives you light with
its rays.” – Luke 11:36

THE student feedback at
the two guest lectures
which I was invited to
give to MBA and MSc.
Finance students at the
Arthur Lok Jack
Graduate School of
Business in Trinidad over
the past 10 days, was a
source of great stimula-
tion.

They responded posi-
tively to the logical, mem-
orable and succinct de-
scription of the 5M start-
up business construct
“Model - Management -
Mindset - Mentoring -
Money” as well as to the
hypothesis that the
“shepherding as collat-
eral” concept “mitigates
the risk of business fail-
ure and hence secures the
financial investment".

Reflecting on this dia-
logue with the students
as a source of material to
compose this column, di-
vine inspiration led to my
weekly column of
January 12, 2004 entitled
“Holistic Business
Capital” and I decided to
repeat some of the con-
tent of that column since
it is still very relevant to
our challenges in 2015, 11
years later.

“As we embark on a
new year, each and every
one of us should take an
inventory of the holistic
capital available to us in
the developing of our
businesses and ensure
that all parts are well-lu-
bricated and working
well. If any specific com-
ponent is missing then
we are well advised to
rectify the situation since
‘a chain is only as strong
as its weakest link’.

“Human capital is our
most important asset and
should be developed to
the fullest. It is, therefore,
incumbent on the public
and private sectors to
work together to ensure
that opportunities exist
for us all to move rapidly

towards our potential.
“Intellectual capital,

which is to be found in
the form of intellectual
property or knowledge,
has to be managed in an
effective way to take ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ties created by the infor-
mation technology and
telecommunications revo-
lutions which we are
privileged to experience.

“Physical capital, in the
form of equipment and
machines, helps us to im-
prove our productivity
and enhance our compet-
itiveness. In emerging
nations, such as
the Caribbean, physical
capital is usually im-
ported because of our
small economies.

“Natural capital con-
sists of land, mining, ma-
rine, energy and water re-
sources but these have
not been fully exploited.

“The management of
our Financial
capital leaves something
to be desired because we
have not mastered the art
of matching financial in-
struments to meet the
needs of our develop-
ment. (As Peruvian econ-
omist Hernando de Soto,
the author of The
Mystery of Capital (2000)
has said, ‘Capitalism has
lost its way in developing
countries.’)”

“As we traverse the
globe, one recognizes the
diversity of Cultural cap-
ital that exists as we
move from one region to
another. If we were to
evolve towards cultural
partnerships, the synergy
of interaction could prob-
ably make a lasting im-
pact on our economies.

“Social capital is the
newest form of capital
that is being developed,
and according to Robert

Pullman, refers to fea-
tures of social organiza-
tion such as networks,
norms, and social trust
that facilitate coordina-
tion and cooperation for
mutual benefit. The
Latin American commu-
nity is also beginning to
awaken to the massive la-
tent potential of social
capital. International ex-
perience suggests that
nations with more social
capital enjoy stronger
economies and greater
democratic maturity.This
fact is evidence of the im-
perative necessity to cre-
ate conditions that foster
the basic components of
social capital, such as a
cooperative community,
interpersonal trust and a
broad social conscience.

“The final type of capi-
tal is Spiritual
capital which is, probably
because of our treatment
of spiritual matters, not
immediately recognized
as an important compo-
nent of business capital
but, of course, it is the
greatest of them all. The
general definition of
Spiritual capital is the ca-
pacity for love. Relative
to the economic aspect of
human life, the definition
of spiritual capital is of a
more restricted nature:
spiritual capital is an il-
lumination unto man
about the possibilities
and trends of such modi-
fication of the human en-
vironment that will allow
us to make the economic
activity of man more pro-
ductive, and his life –
more decent
(Kandalintsev 1997). To
effect this let us then con-
tinually draw on the
Mind of the Universe.”

The foundation planks
for the 5M business con-
struct are the inventor,

innovator, entrepreneur,
shepherd as a life coach
(mindset stimulator),
shepherd as a business
mentor and investor who
provides the money. The
corporate governance,
marketing, operations,
human resource develop-
ment and investment fi-
nance functions of a busi-
ness are all managed by
people. Hence the conclu-
sion that our people are
our most important asset
and should be developed
to their fullest potential.

Each of us has a life.We
have a mind, a body and
a soul which we must
nourish so as to achieve
the fullest potential
which will then in turn
boost governance, sales,
human productivity, cre-
ative investment and
profitability on the jour-
ney to sustainable devel-
opment.

Each of us has a re-
sponsibility to continu-
ally train our minds
through the many news
way that are available in
the Information Age. We
are, therefore we can,
therefore we will.

Each of us has a re-
sponsibility to maintain
a healthy body by prac-
tising preventive health,
balanced nutrition, regu-
lar exercise, aim to stay
on the high road of stress
free living, and weave a
web of all encompassing
love.

We must all affirm our
abundance in our careers,
finances, spirituality, re-
lationships, health and
personal philosophies as
spiritual beings master-
ing an earthly experi-
ence.

Remember that each
Life stands under a beam
of Light which draws its
energy from an infinite
pool of Love.

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-Engine
Consultant, Caribbean
Business Enterprise Trust
Inc. – CBET. His columns
may be found
at www.cbetmodel.org an
d www.nothingbeatsbusi-
ness.com.)
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WHAT'S UP  IN  THE 
BUSINESS WORLD

alendarC

Keep the light turned onEditor’s
Notebook

• Commerce Minister Donville Inniss
will cut the ribbon to official open a
new company in Speightstown this
morning.

• Debate on the 2014/2015 Estimates
will commence in Parliament this
morning.

• The Fair Trading Commission (FTC)
will be hosting a workshop on the
construction industry on Wednesday.

• There will be a Caribbean
Economic Forum at the Grande Salle
on Thursday.

IT is going to be interesting to see what happens from
here on now that the Transport Authority has sig-
nalled its intention to bring order to Route Taxi op-
erators.

Last week the Authority’s Chairman, Abdul
Pandor, promised tough action if the operators do not
comply with the requirement to wear the uniforms
as stipulated by law. The Authority also intends
going further by making the owners responsible
where necessary for the actions of their employees.

Well the gauntlet has been thrown down and
everyone will want to see if the operators will com-
ply. It would be for their own good to comply with the
regulations since they have more to lose if they do
not. “We have the process where we can take them
to court,” the Chairman said. Furthermore, it was
also stated that action could result in some of the op-
erators having their licenses/permits suspended.

One of the regular complaints levelled at those in
authority in Barbados is that they tend to be slow
when it comes to regulating and effecting appropri-
ate policies with some segments of our society. We
tend also to move too late and in that time allow mat-
ters to fester.

That’s why the public and others will be watching
to see how the Transport Authority institutes its
mandate.

Watching
developments
with route taxis 

TAXPAYERS are advised
that Monday, March 16,
will be the final payment
date for the Amnesty
Programme, due to the fact

that the previous deadline
fell on the weekend.

Persons should note that
the amnesty is being of-
fered to all taxpayers on in-

terest and penalties ac-
crued at December 31,
2014, in respect of arrears
of Land Tax, Value Added
Tax and Income Taxes.

The amnesty has been
granted on the condition
that any outstanding prin-
cipal must be paid on or be-
fore March 16, 2015.

Amnesty concludes today 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.cbetmodel.org
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothingbeatsbusi-ness.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothingbeatsbusi-ness.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothingbeatsbusi-ness.com
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The use of colour in building design
is not only a function of style but
can positively impact behaviour,
psychology and perception.

This will be demonstrated during a
presentation entitled ‘How to Use Colour
in Space’, presented by Harris Paints, the
Caribbean Champions of Colour, in asso-
ciation with the Barbados Institute of
Architects (BIA).

The event, scheduled for today at the

Savannah Beach Hotel,will feature inter-
national speaker Fawn Chang,an award-
winning writer, designer and certified
master in the ancient art and science of
Feng Shui.

While in Barbados, Chang will also
speak about how colour can influence our
experience of space, along with develop-
ing custom palettes for projects and the
effective pairing of colours.

“We are very excited to welcome Fawn

to Barbados for what we expect will be a
highly entertaining and informative ses-
sion for industry leaders and BIA mem-
bers. Fawn is highly regarded in the in-
ternational design community for her
ability to transform lives by transforming
space, and as an industry insider, she is
on the cutting-edge of the latest colour
and design trends,” said Tracy Johnson,
Trade Marketing Manager, Harris
Paints.

IN an increasingly competitive insurance
market, Massy United Insurance is offer-
ing an attractive package that is growing
in popularity and appealing to both young
and mature home-owners.

Following significant improvements to
its HomePro product, the company’s
homeowners policy, a special promotion,
was recently concluded and Senior
Marketing Specialist for Massy United
Insurance,Karen Richards, reported that
the response was encouraging.

The promotion was aimed at new cus-
tomers and among the new features of the
HomePro product are increased coverage

and increased limits for insurable items;
coverage for such items as title deeds,
Christmas and wedding gifts and coverage
for an expanded range of electronic items
in policies.

In keeping with the movement towards
green energy, homeowners are also being
offered coverage of photo-voltatic solar en-
ergy systems.

“Our revamped HomePro product is a
response to the needs of our clients. We
pride ourselves in offering value for money,
at affordable rates, in these challenging
economic times and our products are sup-
ported by a dedicated full-service team.We

don’t just sell insurance, we service the
needs of our clients,” said Richards.

The HomePro promotion also offered
new clients the opportunity to win attrac-
tive prizes and the main prize winners
were formally recognised on Wednesday
during a presentation ceremony at the
Massy United Insurance headquarters in
Bridgetown.

St.Michael resident,Gerry Brathwaite,
an Accountant, was drawn as the lucky
first prize winner and was awarded a trip
for two to New York.

Brathwaite thanked executives of
Massy United Insurance and also praised

the service standards of the company.
“Massy United Insurance offers good serv-
ice for their products ... they are profes-
sional.You are always greeted with a smile
and any issues are dealt with promptly,”
he said.

The second prize winner was retired
English physician, Dr. Patrick Kingsley,
who has owned a home on the island for
the past 15 years. He won free home and
contents insurance up to a value of $2 500
while the third prize winner was retired
banker David Reece, who won $1 000 in
shopping vouchers redeemable at Massy
Stores.

International colour 
specialist and Feng Shui 
Master for BIA Luncheon

Award-winning writer and designer
Fawn Chang has been confirmed as the
featured speaker for ‘How to Use
Colour in Space’.

Winners in the Massy United Insurance HomePro promotion share a photo with company executives. From left are John Chandler (Assistant Barbados Business
Manager), first-prize winner Gerry Brathwaite, third-prize winner David Reece, second-prize winner Dr. Patrick Kingsley, Annette Stoute (Supervisor of Personal
Lines) and Account Executive Dwight Lashley.

Promotion aimed at both the young and mature
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COURTYARD by Marriott
Bridgetown Barbados continues to
promote one of the strongest be-
liefs of this International Brand –
the inclusion and promotion of
women.

Truth and testament of this is found
in recently hired associates, Maylene
Willoughby, Head Chef; Arlene Brooks,
Human Resources Co-ordinator; and
Sophia Bryan, Senior Sales Manager.

Each of these ladies entered Marriott
with several years of experience in their
respective fields from internationally
recognised properties such as the Sandy
Lane Hotel, Crane Beach Resort and
Turtle Beach Resort.

Chef Maylene, who’s mantra towards

her profession is “Dedication seldom
fails,” expressed that her expertise was
gained over 20 years in the tourism in-
dustry. She began her journey as a
porter and challenged herself to become
better daily. Likewise, Mrs. Brooks holds
firm to the adage that “One must strive
for excellence in any task or situation.”

Ms. Bryan, who indicated her zest for
the industry by stating, “We need to
adopt that old adage, Tourism is our
business. Let’s play our part,” suggested
that each and every Barbadian first of
all, understands what tourism means to
Barbados and secondly, be actively in-
volved in any effort to make sure
Barbados shines among its Caribbean
counterparts as the beacon that it is.

PERSONS who are unemployed or on
the job hunt will have an opportunity to
develop their business etiquette and in-
terview skills through the World of Work
(WoW) Internship Programme.

Facilitated by the Ministry of Labour,
Social Security and Human Resource
Development, in association with Profiles
Caribbean Inc., and the Barbados
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
programme is being funded by the
European Union as part of the Barbados
Human Resource Development Strategy.

It takes the form of a series of free one-

day workshops covering topics such as
Customer Service, Time Management,
Communication Skills and Dress.
Participants will also gain “real-world”
experience with the possibility of secur-
ing an internship.

Workshops will be held between
Monday, March 23, and Friday, March
27. The deadline for applications is
Friday, March 20.

To register, persons are asked to visit
the website www.profilescaribbean.com,
or contact Profiles Caribbean at 431-
0830, for further information.

Persons on the job hunt
invited to register for WoW 

FROM LEFT: Arlene Brooks, Human Resources Co-ordinator; Maylene Willoughby,
Head Chef; and Sophia Bryan, Senior Sales Manager of Courtyard by Marriott
Bridgetown Barbados.

Women moving forward

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.profilescaribbean.com
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DARCY Boyce,
Minister with respon-
sibility for Energy has
praised the Barbados
Renewable Energy
Association for the
launch of the Solar
Consumer Guide
Handbook but he also
urges them to work on
the standards for
Consumer guarantees
to prevent some of
those who may try to
spoil the industry.

While speaking last
week at the Grande Salle,
Central Bank for the
launch of the Solar
Consumer Guide, he said,
“We are happy that
BREA has made this
move but I also want to
see BREA involved in
working out standards for
a Consumer guarantees
...with a new industry
starting people will sell
hope and we have to be a
lot more careful. We don’t
want people just selling
hope, we want people that
are selling real systems
that deliver what they
promise or they will spoil

the industry for those
who want to do serious
work and also spoil the
industry for the country.”

Task force to push al-
ternative energy

He highlighted ,
“This[collaboration of the
guide] is an excellent
demonstration in how we
need to propel renewable
energy in this country; we
need viable partnerships
between the government,
private sector, civil soci-
ety and our international
donors. In that regard I
will be soon announcing
the formation of a task
force of government , pri-
vate sector and civil soci-
ety to work out with us a
renewed energy policy for
the country and a road
map for executing that
policy , within the next
week or so I will be mak-
ing a  statement on that
task force .

I believe what we need
now is to put all the ideas
together in a holistic pro-
gram that we can execute
it as quick as possible to
get the industry going

.Our role in government
is to establish the en-
abling and regulatory
framework for the indus-
try and we have put on
the books several incen-
tives for renewable en-
ergy sector as well as for
energy efficiency and we
will continue to work over
the next few months to

ensure the kinks we
would have been experi-
encing in getting all those
incentives operational ,
that we could get those
kinks out the way .”

Boyce said, “We know
we have the recourses, it
is now the opportunity to
use the development and
technology to ensure we

can convert those re-
sources to energy at a
commercially viable rate,
that is why I intend to
move as quickly as I can
in making this country as
dependent on alternative
energy as we can possibly
do in a commercially vi-
able way. We need to en-
sure that at the end of the

day these initiatives can
stand on their own and
they don’t require govern-
ment subsidies to get
them going because we
don’t have resources for
those subsidies... We will
also be doing a study to
look at how we can use
the sea for more energy
generation...” (NB)

VIRGIN Atlantic is today
publishing its annual fi-
nancial results, confirm-
ing the successful delivery
of its two year recovery
plan and a return to profit.

For the year ended 31st
December 2014, the Group
is reporting a profit before
tax and exceptional items
of £14.4m,representing an
improvement of £65.4m on
the previous year’s finan-
cial performance.

The results confirm that
Virgin Atlantic has deliv-
ered on the target it set in
February 2013 to return
to profit within two years.
It is now looking to the fu-
ture and positioning the
business for future growth
and sustained profitabil-
ity whilst making signifi-
cant investment in cus-
tomer experience.

Calendar year ending
December 2014 Group
Performance at a
glance:

A Group pre-tax,pre-ex-
ceptional items,profit over
12 months of £14.4m, an
improvement of £65.4m on
the year ending December
2013 (£51.0m pre-tax loss) 

Group revenue of £2.9bn
Airline unit revenue up

0.5% (up 3.5% at constant

currency)
6,156,000 passengers

flown
Average revenue pas-

senger load factors of
77.38%

Airline unit operating
costs flat year-on-year at
constant currency

Virgin Holidays
recorded a profit for the
year before tax and excep-
tional items of £5.7m, up
£3m year on year, and in-
creased revenue by 1.1%

Cargo revenue down
1.8% year on year (up
3.1% at constant currency)
with strong export de-
mand from the UK

For the third consecu-
tive year, passenger satis-
faction scores have in-
creased, with an 11% im-
provement since 2012.The
airline’s on time perform-
ance remains high with
85.5% of flights departing
within 15 minutes of
schedule. Virgin Atlantic
remains focused on deliv-
ering the best possible ex-
perience and service to its
customers enhanced by a
£300m investment in this
area by 2018.

Chief Executive Craig
Kreeger said:

“We want to be the air-
line most loved by our cus-

tomers by always putting
them at the centre of
everything we do. These
profitable results mark
the successful conclusion
of our recovery period and
have put firm foundations
in place for the future. We
are confident that we have
the right fleet, network
and partners in place to be
more profitable than ever
before by 2018.

“We had a clearly de-
fined strategy to trans-
form the financial per-
formance of the business
and everyone involved can
be rightly proud that we
delivered that in a rigor-
ous timeframe, while in-
vesting in continuous im-
provements to our passen-
gers’ experience. I would
like to thank our cus-
tomers for their support,
and our people for deliver-
ing the exceptional cus-
tomer service that re-
mains uniquely Virgin
Atlantic.”

Strategic changes in the
business along with oper-
ational and cost efficien-
cies have driven the im-
proved financial perform-
ance this year. In October,
the airline took delivery of
the first of its state of the
art, fuel-efficient Boeing

787-9s, with seven more to
follow in 2015 as part of a
fleet regeneration pro-
gramme.

Virgin Atlantic and its
customers gained signifi-
cant benefit from its joint
venture partnership with
Delta Air Lines, launched
in January 2014. Over
4.5million passengers flew
on joint venture services
in its first year of opera-
tion and the two airlines
expect this number to con-
tinue to grow in 2015.The
partnership’s total num-
ber of code share routes re-
cently increased to 484
and its peak daily transat-
lantic services will rise to
39 from summer 2015.
This includes ten daily de-
partures between London
and New York – the
world’s busiest business
travel market.

The increased transat-
lantic flying follows a net-
work review undertaken
by Virgin Atlantic in 2014
which led to its exit from
several loss-making
routes. The airline also
took the decision to with-
draw its domestic opera-
tion Little Red, with
flights between Heathrow
and Manchester ceasing
later this month and

Heathrow and Edinburgh
and Aberdeen stopping in
September 2015. New
routes will be launched
this summer between
Manchester and Atlanta,
London Heathrow and
Detroit, and London
Gatwick and Tobago, as
well as a series of seasonal
flights between Belfast
and Orlando and Glasgow
and Las Vegas. There will
also be increased fre-
quency in services be-
tween Heathrow and
major US destinations in-
cluding San Francisco,Los
Angeles,Atlanta and New
York.

Virgin Holidays’ rev-
enue and profit improve-
ments were driven by a
strong performance in its
key North American mar-
ket, where turnover grew
by more than 10%, and
disciplined cost control
across the business. The

company also enjoyed a
four-point increase in its
Net Promoter Score.
During 2014, it imple-
mented a new five-year
plan to drive customer sat-
isfaction, staff engage-
ment and profitability to
record levels by 2019.

Virgin Atlantic
President, Sir Richard
Branson, said:

“I can’t think of a better
way to complete our 30th
birthday year than with a
return to profit. The team
at Virgin Atlantic has done
a great job in turning
around the airline and has
the right strategy to take
the business from
strength to strength.
Keeping our customers
and our people at the
heart of everything we do
gives me great confidence
in our future and I look
forward to the next 30
years.”

Don’t spoil
the industry 

Return to profit for Virgin Atlantic

Aidan Rogers, President of BREA, presenting Dr. Delisle Worrell, Governor of Central Bank while Darcy
Boyce, Minister with responsibility for Energy looks on with his guide in hand.

Virgin Atlantic President, Sir Richard Branson.
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THE Barbados Hotel
and Tourism Association
(BHTA) held its first
quarterly meeting for
2015 last week. Also
taking place was an
event titled “Big Ideas

Forum: Thought
Leadership for Decision
Makers”.

Today Business
Monday highlights some of
those who participated in
both events.

Highlights
from the
Big Ideas
Forum

Hugh Riley (left) of the Caribbean Tourism Organisation and Sunil
Chatrani, President of the BHTA, in conversation at the BHTA
function.More patron at the recent forum.

The audience at the BHTA meeting.

Businessman Ralph “Bizzy” Williams (right) and UWI Lecturer, Dr. Troy Lorde, at the Big Ideas Forum.



By Jewel Brathwaite

THE consensus emerging
from the recent half day
seminar on exporting to
Cuba is that while the
project is worthwhile, it
won’t be an easy process.

The Barbados Private
Sector Trade Team
(BPSTT) organized the
forum on Barbados-Cuba
Trade Relations at
Bagnall Point where a
number of presenters, in-
cluding Barbados’
Minister of Foreign Trade
and Foreign Affairs,
Senator Maxine McClean,
addressed the subject.

There were also presen-
tations by Joel Richards of
the CARICOM
Secretariat’s Office for
Trade Negotiation;
Barbados’ Ambassador to
Cuba, Ms. Donna Forde;
and Head of Republic
Bank in Barbados, Ian De
Souza, among others.

The quest to expand
trade and earn more for-
eign exchange is upper-
most in the minds of not
only Barbados but the
wider CARICOM member
states. Some have been
more advanced in their
economic ties with Cuba
than others but it is still a
work in process for all.

Cuba because of its
state controlled economy
would present some initial
issues for countries/ex-
porters looking to break
into that market. There is
a centralised decision

making, two currencies
are in operation, trading
is with state controlled in-
stitutions, and there is  an
extensive bureaucracy.

There is as well the eco-
nomic embargo which the
United States has in place
on the island. Participants
at the function were told
by Richards that the US
embargo on Cuba affects
the availability and cost of
transportation (vessels
that have served Cuba
cannot stop at US ports).
“Currency controls result
in slow and unpredictable
payments and payment
terms could be as much as
360 days,” he stated.

“In Barbados it takes
time to do things but in
Cuba it takes longer,” said
Forde who recalled the
opening of the Barbados
Embassy in that island in
2010.

The Minister said that
with the pending ease to
the American embargo on
Cuba, Barbados must be
prepared to take advan-
tage of opportunities
which that action should
create. Barbados must be
prepared to take bold and
creative initiatives to get
off the mark,” said the
Minister who had piloted
the opening the mission in
Cuba.

“Basically we have the
framework for engaging

Cuba,” Ms. Forde said via
a teleconference. This
points to the what the
Minister said is the con-
clusion by both countries
of a bilateral investment
treaty, double taxation
treaty and a technical co-
operation agreement.

But Barbados already
exports to Cuba though
not as much as sister is-
lands, Jamaica, Trinidad
and Tobago and the
Dominican Republic. It is
this which will drive that
thrust is not alone in try-
ing to get into the island.

Richards, technical ad-
viser, spoke about CARI-
COM - Cuba Trade and
Economic Cooperation
Agreement. He said that
the objective of the agree-
ment is the strengthening
of the commercial and eco-
nomic relations between
CARICOM and Cuba in a
number of areas.These in-
clude trade in goods; the
progressive liberalization
of trade in services and the
protection and promotion
of two-way investments.

“With respect to trade in
goods, both Cuba and the
More Developed
Countries (MDCs) of
CARICOM have commit-
ted a wide range of goods
for which each will grant
the other duty free access.

From CARICOM side
the goods which will be el-

igible for duty free treat-
ment in Cuba include
milk, eggs, flour, soya bean
oil, margarine, fruit juices,
sauces and condiments,
ice cream, mineral and
aerated waters, arerated
beverages, rum, animal
feed, chemical products,
insecticides, windows and
doors, paper products, tex-
tiles and clothing, roofing
tiles, iron and steel prod-
ucts, solar water heaters,
mattresses and lighting
fixtures.

From the Cuban side
the goods which will be
given duty free treatment
in CARICOM are lived an-
imals,poultry meat, salted
and smoked fish, potatoes,
fruit juices, ice cream,
jams and jellies, mineral
and aerated waters,
medicaments, fertilizers,
essential oils, insecticides,
paper products, fabrics,
textiles and clothing, iron
and steel products, shell
fish, poultry eggs,
sausages and similar
meat offal preparations
and ethyl alcohol.

With respect to Trade in
Services, the parties iden-
tified the following as sec-
tors of priority: agreed
tourism and travel related
services, entertainment
services, financial 
services,professional serv-
ices, construction and re-
lated engineering services,
computer and related
services, telecommunica-
tions services and trans-
port services.

It is clear from the above
list of goods and services
that Barbados has the po-
tential to benefit from the
supply of such to the Cuba
market once all the details
of exporting and the hic-
cups in market access to
the island are sorted out.

Ms. Forde said that
since the announcement
that the United States
and Cuba would be mend-
ing their fences there has
been significant interest
being shown by other
countries in Cuba.
According to her there
have been a number of
high level visits to the is-
land. This would tend to
suggest that there will be
a mad scramble by others
wanting to do business
with Cuba. “Barbados

must be there as well,” she
said.

Richards recalled that
at a meeting of the CARI-
COM-Cuban Joint
Commission in Havana
last year CARICOM out-
lined three areas of prior-
ity it wishes to pursue in
the short to medium
term:Trade Financing,
tourism and transporta-
tion.

He also said that trade
between this region and
Cuba has been irregular.
Jamaica is CARICOM’s
largest exporter to Cuba,
accounting in 2013 for 95
per cent of those exports
and Barbados 0.15 per
cent.

So while it won’t be easy
Barbados has to get more
involved with Cuba.
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Barbados’ Ambassador to Cuba, Ms. Donna Forde.

TRADE IN FOCUS

The quest to expand trade and earn more foreign exchange is uppermost in the minds of not only
Barbados but the wider CARICOM member states. Senator Maxine McClean.

Increased exports to Cuba
worthwhile despite challenges

term:Trade


DO you really know your money?
You would be surprised how many
people don’t know anything about
their all-important relationship
with their finances. You may think
you’re pretty financially savvy, but
if you can’t answer these five
questions you may need to get
better acquainted with your
money.

1. Monthly Income
This may seem very basic, but more

often than not people can’t answer how
much money comes into their home.
That means knowing the gross and net
income. Almost everyone knows what
their salary is, roughly, but when it
comes to pre- and post-tax income per
month, many people have no clue. Look
at your next paystub and take note of
both your gross (pretax) and net (post-
tax and other deductions) pay. This
knowledge really comes in handy when
putting together your budget.

2. Monthly Expenses
This one goes hand-in-hand with

knowing your monthly income. While
knowing how much you have coming in
each month is important, it’s equally
important to know how much you have
going out. Get a grip on your expenses.

Take the time to write down
everything you spend your money on in
a given month. You’d be surprised what
expenses you have over and above your
rent/mortgage, car, utility and
insurance payments. An
understanding of your expenses can
help you identify areas where you’re
overspending and can reveal new ways
for you to save. If you want to have a
well thought out and effective budget,
knowing both your income and
expenses is pivotal. Without this
knowledge, you won’t know what you
can (and can’t) afford and you could
easily spend beyond your means.

3. Net Worth
You may think that a ‘net worth’ is

only for wealthy people. Not so fast:
Net worth, simply put, is the difference
between what you own and what you
owe. This begins with your bank
account, income and expenses. Assets
such as investments, cars and real
estate all factor in to your net worth as
well. Knowing your net worth provides
you with a straightforward financial
snapshot. If your number is positive,
you can give yourself a pat on the back.
If it’s negative, you might want to take
a closer look at your finances so you
can diagnose the problem, and create
a plan to get you into the positive.

4. Debt-to-Income Ratio
While your net worth compares all of

your assets to what you owe, a debt-to-
income ratio shows you specifically
how much debt you have compared to
how much money you’re making. The
first step to figuring this out is to pull
up your credit report (to get the most
accurate estimate pull it from all three
bureaus, in case there is a debt that is
reported to one and not the others; also
make sure there are no errors in how
your debts are reported). Once you’ve
checked your free annual credit
reports, you can monitor for changes to
your credit reports every month by
getting a free credit report summary
on Credit.com. Tally up your monthly
debt payments, and divide them by
your gross monthly income (money

before taxes and other deductions). As
you could have guessed, the lower this
number is the better off you’ll be.
Ideally you want to keep that number
below 35 per cent.

5. Your Invested Income
You may know the number in your

savings account, (this is invested
income, too, despite the small return)
– but do you know if you’re making the
most of your money? Ask yourself what
your money is doing for you. Is it
sitting in the bank to use for a rainy
day, or is it working to make you more
money? Work with a trusted adviser to
come up with a plan. Even if you’re
just starting out with your first job,
wrangle your money and make it start
working for you. If you already have
some investments, ask yourself if you
know what the money is invested in,
not just the old, “oh, it’s in an IRA.”
Know who manages it, what you earn,
what the money is invested in and
what kind of returns you get. The
younger you are, the more freedom you
have to make that young money work
hard to earn you the most possible
future money.

Finally, your money should be in line
with your future goals. Know what
those goals are and the compatibility
with your money. Saving money alone
is not enough when it comes to having
good financial health. You have to
make sure you’re paying attention to
what amount of your savings is for
what, and whether you’re not on track
for the big things.

When it comes to managing your
money, it’s easy to get overwhelmed if
you don’t really know your money.
Between knowing all the terms and
numbers, you can quickly lose track
and get discouraged. However, if you
take the time get to know your money
and how it impacts your life, it’ll be
easy to see that financial health comes
down to being in the know. So the next
time you want to have a close
relationship with your money
situation, take a deep breath, and jump
in as if you were interviewing your
money for a job… to work for you.
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You may think that a ‘net worth’ is only for wealthy people. Not so fast, you’re included.

The five numbers
you need to get 
a handle on 
your money



IF only your colleague
hadn’t just ruined your
day with that rudely-
worded email.

Most of us are ready to
fire back with our own
retort and equal measure
of nastiness or passive
aggression. But, that’s
almost always a bad
move. From nasty emails
to coping with bad days,
LinkedIn Influencers
weighed in this week with
their own advice. Here is
what two of them had to
say.

Travis Bradberry,
president at
TalentSmart

“We’ve all been on the
receiving end of a scathing
email, as well as its
mysterious, vaguely
insulting cousins,” wrote
Bradberry in his post The
Cure for Nasty Emails.
“They don’t need
exclamation points or all
caps to teem with anger
and drip with sarcasm.”

And what do many of us
want to do in response?
“Dressing someone down
via email is tempting
because it’s easy,” he
wrote. But don’t, he wrote.

Instead, Bradberry
offers five strategies to
keep your emotions in
check when you’re on the
receiving end of a
nastygram. Among them:

“Follow Honest Abe’s
first rule of netiquette…
In [Abraham] Lincoln’s
younger years, he had a
bad habit of applying his
legendary wit when
writing insulting letters
to, and about, his political
rivals,” wrote Bradberry.
“But after one
particularly scathing
letter led a rival to
challenge Lincoln to a
duel, Lincoln learned a
valuable lesson – words
impact the receiver in
ways that the sender can’t
completely fathom. By the
time he died, Lincoln had
amassed stacks of flaming
letters that verbally
shredded his rivals and
subordinates for their
bone-headed mistakes.
However, Lincoln never
sent them. He vented his
frustration on paper, and
then stuffed that sheet
away in a drawer. The
following day, the full
intensity of his emotions
having subsided, Lincoln
wrote and sent a much
more congenial and
conciliatory letter.”

The lesson for the rest of
us? “Go ahead and vent –
tap out your anger and
frustration on the
keyboard. Save the draft

and come back to it later
when you’ve cooled down,”
Bradberry wrote.“By then
you’ll be rational enough
to edit the message and
pare down the parts that
burn, or – even better –
rewrite the kind of
message that you want to
be remembered by.”

“Remember that people
online are still people.”
While staring into a cold,
anonymous computer
monitor, it’s difficult to
remember that a living,
breathing human being
will end up reading your
message, Bradberry
cautioned. “Psychologist
John Suler of Rider
University has found that
people who are
communicating online
experience a ‘disinhibition
effect’,” he wrote.“Without
the real-time feedback
between sender and
receiver that takes place
in face-to-face and
telecommunication, we
simply don’t worry as
much about offending
people online… Taking
the time to imagine the
sender and considering
where he/she is coming
from is often enough to
extinguish the flames
before they get out of
control.”

“Could the sender have
misinterpreted a previous
message that you sent to
him/her? Could (s)he just
be having a bad day? Is
(s)he under a lot of
pressure? Even when the
other party is in the
wrong, spending a
moment on the other side
of the monitor will give
you the perspective that
you need to avoid further
escalating the situation.”

Brian de Haaff, chief
executive officer at
Aha!

It’s the nature of life –
things happen that can
impact how we feel about,
well, everything. When
the tragedy is personal, as
de Haaff wrote, getting
through a bad day can be
even more difficult at the
office.

“Work is often an
antidote to suffering, but
it is not a cure-all,” he
wrote in his post How
Successful People Deal
With Bad Days. “Bad
news does not wait until a
board meeting is over.
Whether you work from
home or in an office, are
the CEO or an intern, you
will feel lousy at work.
Sometimes it’s a low-
grade malaise and
sometimes it makes you
sick.”

So, what do successful
people do when they have
a bad day? De Haaff offers
several strategies.Among
them:

“Keep your routine. If
you are successful, you are
already a disciplined
person who lives by good
habits. Hold on to as many
of those habits as
possible,” he wrote. “We
cannot stop bad things
from happening, but we
can control how we react
to them. Get back to as
much of what you did

before things went
astray.”

“Go, go, go. We all
endure difficult times and
have bad days. Depending
on what happened, the
deep pain can last for a
few moments or several
months. Some of us live
affected our entire lives,”
de Haaff wrote.“Set small,
achievable goals each
week to keep yourself
moving forward. Respect
what has happened and
keep an appreciation for
what you have.”
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We all face them, nasty emails and bad days

We’ve all received a scathing email or two.



NEW research shows that reciprocity, the
social norm that compels us to return
favours,doesn’t apply as strongly at work
as it does to life outside the office. Five
studies conducted by researchers at the
Stanford Graduate School of Business
reveal that people are far more generous
when interacting with individuals in a
personal context as opposed to an
organisational context.

In one study, involving 325 participants,
those who were asked to imagine they
were being treated to dinner by a friend or
acquaintance from the office were less
likely to repay the favour than those who
were asked to imagine the same scenario
with a non-work friend or acquaintance.

In another study, participants were
given an unexpected payment and then
asked if they would fill out an additional
survey.To some, the query was presented
in a slightly more personal context,asking
if they would complete the survey on
behalf of doctoral students. Others were
asked to fill out the survey for a lab.When
the query was framed as a request from
the doctoral students, the researchers
received a 43 per cent positive response
rate, while only 23 per cent of those given
the organisational explanation agreed.

In normal social contexts, people are
likely to help each other out, naturally
repaying good deeds, according to Jeffrey
Pfeffer, a professor of organisational
behaviour at Stanford and an author of
the paper, included in the March issue of

the new journal Academy of Management
Discoveries. But in organisations, that
sense of responsibility and selflessness
fades. Companies lay off long-time
workers who had been loyal, good
performers or cut back on employees’
health benefits.

“You see on a daily basis, companies
violating commitments that they’ve made
to their employees,” he said.

That bleeds into individual interactions
too – for example, a colleague who’s
hesitant to help a peer struggling to wrap
up a report under deadline. Employees
get less credit for doing something nice,
said Pfeffer, who conducted the research
with his colleague Peter Belmi.Colleagues
assume their peers are helping out

because it’s their job, not because they’re
moral and helpful, and individuals are
more likely to reciprocate when the initial
act is perceived as reflecting someone’s
positive disposition and kindness rather
than an obligation.

Past research has found that offices
trigger “a more calculative and strategic
mindset,” Pfeffer added, as well as one
that’s focused on the future and
rationality. Instead of thinking about the
past – for example, ‘Who has been kind to
me recently?’ – employees are focused on
what they need to get done.That prompts
them to do more cold calculus when
determining whether to step up.

Organisations could encourage more
reciprocity by highlighting employees’

past contributions – thus priming
colleagues to remember those deeds and
be more generous in return – and
emphasising social relationships.
However, very few companies are able to
replicate an environment that’s truly
friendly or familial, despite all their talk
of teamwork, flatter hierarchies and
supportive work cultures, Pfeffer said.

People entering the labour force should
expect to encounter a more strategic and
self-serving mindset than they experience
in purely social interactions, Pfeffer said.
“I see people going into the world of work
and being hideously disappointed because
they have not properly prepared
themselves, protected themselves,
psychologically girded themselves.”
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IN an ideal world, all of your bills
would be paid on time, you’d never
have to take out loans and money
would always be available when you
need it.

Some people reach that economic utopia.
But for most, juggling financial needs and
obligations – bills, loans,retirement,family
and so on – and still having a little fun can
be a difficult balancing act. Almost
everyone carries a credit card balance at
one point or another, or has missed an
occasional bill payment. But how can you
tell if you’re past that stage and wandering
onto financial thin ice?

The situation is different for everyone,
but here are some circumstances that
should set off alarm bells.

The danger signs
Any of these four situations mean it’s time
to examine your finances and see what
you need to do to get back in control.Don’t
wait until the problems stack up to get
moving.

1.You have no emergency savings.
If you have little to no money stashed

away for a rainy day,your personal finance
game could use some improvement.

Having no financial cushion for sudden

surprises, like medical emergencies or
automobile accidents, may force you to
take out a loan to cover your financial
obligations, adding interest and fees to an
expense you already can’t afford.

You’re not alone: Studies from financial
site Bankrate show that 24 per cent of
Americans have more credit card debt
than emergency savings, while 28% of
Americans have no savings at all.

Here’s a tip: Have at least six months’
worth of living expenses socked away in
the event you lose your job or have an
unexpected expense in the future. For
more, see Building An Emergency Fund.

2. You’re only making the minimum
monthly payments on your debts.

The minimum monthly payments on
credit cards and loans aren’t designed to
help you quickly pay off your debts.Rather,
lenders keep them low in hopes that your
balance will last longer and accumulate
more interest for them.

Let’s do a little math: Say you have $1
000 on a credit card with an 18 per cent
annual interest rate, and your minimum
payment each month is the interest plus 1
per cent of your balance (which would
mean $25 for the first payment).

If you only make the minimum monthly
payments it will take you 113 months
(almost ten years!) to pay off that $1 000
debt. By the time you’re done, you’ll have
paid just over $923 in interest,making the
total cost almost double the original debt.

If you can’t pay off your balance in full
each month,at least put more than just the
minimum monthly payment towards it.
And whatever you do,make sure you don’t
outright miss a payment. To learn about
the debt snowball, debt avalanche and
other ways to reduce credit card debt, see
Alternatives to Balance Transfers.

3.You stopped saving for retirement.
There will come a time when you will be

ready to stop working and,one hopes,enjoy
yourself on the savingsyou’veaccumulated
over the years, plus Social Security and
other retirement plans, if any. Or it could
come sooner due to injury, illness – or no
one in your field being willing to hire
someone your age. Most people call that
time retirement.

You won’t be able to take advantage of
that time in your life if you haven’t been
able to save at least some of your income
in a 401(k), IRA or other nest egg.

Once you’ve met your present-day

obligations,contribute as much as you can
toward your retirement savings.What you
save now will be waiting for you to enjoy
in the future – plus interest. For more,
check out Build Your Own Retirement
Plan.

The bottom line
These are only some signs you need to
work on your personal finances.The most
global one is feeling uncomfortable about
the futureandwhetheryour finances leave
you up to handling it. Don’t wait until
anxiety starts eating away at your mental
and physical well-being – or putting a
strain on the relationships in your life. Or
until you start getting calls from debt
collectors or have trouble getting your next
car loan. If you’ve never done a formal
budget before, that’s one way to start. For
details, see our tutorial Budgeting Basics.
You might also think about whether it’s
time to see a debt counsellor.To learn more,
read How To Find A Credit Counsellor or
visit the website of the National
Foundation For Credit Counselling.

The sooner you start taking control, the
sooner you’ll be on your way to a better
financial future.Preferably, long before it’s
time to retire!

Signs you are in financial trouble

Don’t
expect any
favours at
the office

Do your co-workers seem reluctant to lend a helping hand?
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WHETHER you call
Edward Snowden a
traitor or a whistle-
blower, he earned one
label about which
there’s no debate: in-
sider threat.

Guarding against such
risks is an expanding
niche in the security 
industry, with at least 
20 companies marketing
software tools for tracking
and analysing employee
behaviour. “The bad guys
helped us,” says Idan
Tendler, the founder and
chief executive officer of
Fortscale Security in San
Francisco. “It started with
Snowden,and people said,
‘Wow, if that happened in
the NSA, it could happen
to us.’”

The problem predates
the Internet: the salesman
who takes the entire cus-
tomer list with him when
he quits, or the engineer
who makes off with key
product designs. But tech-
nology has only made it
easier; now the salesman
e-mails the data to his
Gmail account,and the en-
gineer can put product de-
signs on a USB drive. In an
embarrassing episode for
Morgan Stanley, the bank
dismissed an employee
earlier this year for taking
information about an esti-
mated 350 000 clients of
its wealth-management
division.

Companies are also real-

ising that tracking insid-
ers may improve their
odds of catching outside
hackers. While investiga-
tions into the breaches at
Sony and Anthem are on-
going, it’s likely that at-
tackers hijacked employee
passwords and logins, then
used them to navigate the
companies’ computer sys-
tems to find and steal data.
These methods are the
reason it takes a business
more than 200 days,on av-
erage, to detect breaches,
according to FireEye, a 
cybersecurity company.
“Hackers become employ-
ees when they get inside,”
says Avivah Litan, an an-
alyst at research firm
Gartner. “So the name of
the game is constant sur-
veillance.”

Fortscale and competi-
tors such as Securonix,
based in Los Angeles, sell
software that pulls data
from a company’s com-
puter systems and feeds 
it through algorithms to
create a profile of each 
employee. The software
constructs a base line
showing what’s normal 
behaviour for that user:
where and when he logs
in, which programs he
uses,which company data-
bases he accesses regu-
larly, and which external
websites he browses. It
also generates a risk score
for users based on what
danger they may pose to

the organisation. With
“normal” established, it 
becomes much easier to
spot suspicious activity –
for example, a worker
downloading thousands of
documents from a data-
base she has permission to
use but never has before.

“What we’re trying to 
do is get this situational
awareness,” says Igor
Baikalov,a former security
executive at Bank of
America and chief scien-
tist at Securonix.“The next
step is predictive analyt-
ics: How can we detect the
small changes and stop the
bad thing from happen-
ing?”

Dtex Systems,a security
company based in San
Jose, monitors insider
threats by placing soft-
ware on desktops as well
as company-issued lap-
tops. CEO Mohan Koo
says that in the first 30
days of surveillance at a 
financial exchange, the
system identified six peo-
ple who were getting ready
to leave with highly sensi-
tive data.Employees head-

ing for the exit start doing
things they hadn’t before,
such as changing their e-
mail habits, Koo explains.

Other approaches delve
more deeply into psychol-
ogy. Stroz Friedberg, a
New York-based consult-
ing firm that specialises in
digital forensics, is rolling
out software called Scout,
which evaluates users
through the content of
their e-mails and other
communications using 
linguistic and behavioural
analysis techniques devel-
oped by the FBI. The soft-
ware establishes a base
line and then scans for
variations that may signal
that an employee presents
a growing risk to the com-
pany. Red flags could in-
clude a spike in references
to financial stresses such
as “late rent”and “medical
bills”.

Edward Stroz, the firm’s
founder and a former 
FBI agent, says that while
companies may have
found this idea too intru-
sive in the past,he’s seen a
change in perception in the

past year. He’s still careful
when discussing the soft-
ware, describing it as a
way to help employers
build a“caring workplace.”
He offers the scenario of a
star trader at a bank who’s
disappointed with the 
size of her annual bonus.
Instead of being blindsided
when she defects to a rival,
a bank using Scout could
identify her discontent
early and make sure she
doesn’t take sensitive data
or other team members
with her.

Looming in the back-
ground is the question of
how to balance employees’

privacy with more inten-
sive monitoring.Dtex says
it makes user data anony-
mous, replacing names
with codes and matching
names to activity only
when necessary for an 
investigation. That helps
companies monitor effec-
tively and comply with 
privacy laws in countries
such as Germany and
Switzerland, Koo says.
Randy Trzeciak, a cyber-
security specialist at
Carnegie Mellon, says it’s
important for companies
to keep their lawyers in
the loop and to outline a
clear,well- communicated,
and consistently enforced
policy, so there’s no percep-
tion of selective monitor-
ing.

Some of the methods 
at companies that hire
Securonix make even
Baikalov wonder how
much is too much.He cites
the practice of matching
information on user be-
haviour online with feeds
from video cameras and
other systems that moni-
tor physical locations.
Some companies, he says,
have created ticket sys-
tems so employees can 
report suspicious behav-
iour by colleagues.“Is it too
much, or is it actually the
right amount of diligence?”
he says.“I’m really curious
how much we will get out
of it. It’s really the extreme
in kind of Orwell-like mon-
itoring.”

The bottom line: About
20 companies sell tools to
monitor employee behav-
iour – from e-mail habits to
database access – and flag
risks.

(Bloomberg)

Companies tracking
employees to nab traitors

Edward Snowden

Looming in the background is the question of how to balance employees’ privacy with more intensive monitoring. 
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MEXICO CITY, Mexico –
Mexico’s central bank an-
nounced on Wednesday
that it will sell US$52 mil-
lion per day over the next
three months to stop the
peso from sliding further
after the currency reached
historic lows.

The daily auction comes
on top of US$200 million
that the bank has been
selling since December on
days that the peso drops
by 1.5 per cent from the
previous day’s closing
price.

The sale will begin 
on Wednesday and run
through June 8.

The bank, in a joint
statement with the fi-

nance ministry, said the
auction aims to “prevent
additional pressures that
could disturb the orderly
functioning of the foreign
exchange market”.

The peso has hit its
weakest point since
March 2009, when the
country was in recession.
The Mexican currency
was worth 15.90 pesos
against the dollar on
Tuesday.

Analysts say the peso’s
fall is partly due to a
sharp drop in global oil
prices, which have forced
Latin America’s second
biggest economy to slash
its budget and reduce its
growth outlook.

PORT-OF-SPAIN – 
The 9th International
Labour Organisation
(ILO) Meeting of
Caribbean Labour
Ministers concluded on
March 4, 2015 with a
commitment to
strengthen social dia-
logue further both at
the national and re-
gional levels, and with
renewed impetus to
focus on creative solu-
tions to the problem of
youth unemployment
and the greening of the
economy.

The Meeting, themed
“Decent Work for

Sustainable
Development”, was at-
tended by 21 delegations
headed by 14 ministers
with responsibility for
labour issues. The
Presidents and other rep-
resentatives of the
Caribbean Congress of
Labour (CCL) and
Caribbean Employers’
Confederation (CEC) were
also present, along with
representatives from the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), the
Association of Caribbean
States (ACS), and UN

Agencies (ECLAC, UN-
ESCO, PAHO/WHO and
UN RC Office Jamaica),as
well as the Caribbean
Community Climate
Change Centre (CCCCC).

ILO Director-General,

Guy Ryder, attended the
Meeting and held bilateral
meetings with the Prime
Minister of The
Commonwealth of the
Bahamas, the Rt. Hon.
Perry Christie; The

Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of The
Bahamas, Her Excellency
Dame Marguerite
Pindling; Minister of
Labour and National
Insurance, the Hon.Shane
Gibson; CCL President,
David Massiah; and CEC
President, Wayne Chen.

In the presence of the
ILO Director-General and
of the members of the
National Tripartite
Council, the National
Tripartite Bill was enacted
by Her Excellency Dame
Marguerite Pindling. The
ILO provided technical
comments to the draft Bill,
which was adopted the
House.

Caribbean Labour
Ministers at the Meeting
called for the systemic in-
stitutionalisation of na-
tional social dialogue
processes and culture
which embrace policy
areas, and they agreed to
support the capacity of so-
cial partners to ensure
that their interventions to
tripartite forums and con-
sultations will add sub-
stantive value to the
processes.

Given the impact of cli-
mate change on the world
of work, the Ministers
called for long-term policy
development, so that coun-
tries are sufficiently re-
silient to meet the related
challenges. It was agreed

that new business oppor-
tunities, as well as educa-
tion and skills-training
policies, would be imple-
mented in response to the
anticipated impact of cli-
mate on the workers.

The Ministers called for
closer collaboration be-
tween the ILO and CARI-
COM, particularly on
youth employment, tech-
nical,vocational education
and training (TVET),
labour market information
systems and environmen-
tal sustainability.

The Ministers concluded
that those countries not
yet signatory to the
Regional “Free of Child
Labour” initiative, should
be provided with informa-
tion to consider becoming a
party to it.

At the Meeting, the ILO
officially informed the
Ministers of Labour about
a new regional project*
with CEC and CCL, with
funding from the
European Union (EU),
aimed at strengthening
the capacity of workers’
and employers’ organisa-
tions in the framework of
the Economic Partnership
Agreement.

Mr. Ryder stated that
the Caribbean has strong
traditions of tripartite so-
cial dialogue, and men-
tioned the good practices
and innovative solutions
which the Caribbean coun-
tries are able to implement
and share.

BUSINESSES inT&T are
facing a crisis because of
the shortage of available
labour, Robert Trestrail,
senior vice president of
the T&T Chamber of
Commerce revealed on
Wednesday.

“At present businesses
are facing what may be de-
scribed as a crisis in their
labour needs and finding
themselves to be compet-
ing with the state work
programmes for available
labour. There have been
renewed calls for individ-
uals and organisations,
including the Chamber,
to accelerate the thrust to
diversification. It is critical
that these businesses out-
side of the energy sector
be encouraged to grow,” he
said.

Trestrail was speaking
at a breakfast meeting on
Labour Challenges and 
Its Effect on Business in
T&T at the Chamber’s
Westmoorings headquar-
ters. He cited statistics
from the Central Bank
which shows that in 2008
the labour force was 
627 000 and out of this 
29 000 people were em-
ployed in the Govern-
ment’s Unemployment
Relief Programme (URP).
By 2011, the workforce
had contracted to 616 000
while the URP increased
its employment to 38 000 –
an increase of 30 per cent.

“Today, with the growth
of the Unemployment
Relief Programmes, we
can be assured that those
statistics continue to evi-
dent an exchange of labour
between the open market
and the URP programmes.
Tobago’s tourism sector

has been noticeably af-
fected by the scarcity of
labour. Most of the work-
force is employed wholly
or partially by the Tobago
House of Assembly (THA)
or state run programmes,”
he said.

Trestrail also gave in-
formation from research
conducted by the T&T
Chamber’s Trade and
Development Unit which
shows other problems 
facing employers, includ-
ing high turnover of staff,
high absenteeism and in-
discipline, disdain for the
service industry, illiteracy
and a lack of continuous
skill training. He said this
is partially responsible for
the low rating of T&T on
international indices.

“Poor work ethic in the
national labour force has
been consistently ranked
in successive competitive-
ness reports as being
among the top most prob-
lematic factors facing our
country. In the last decade
several state sponsored
training programmes
were introduced, yet it
would seem that the 
graduates of these pro-
grammes are not entering
the workforce. Research
must be taken to find out
the reasons for this,” he
said. He suggested one
possible solution is immi-
grant labour.

“In T&T we are seeing
evidence of this new wave
from the Far East, Latin
America and even our

neighbouring Caribbean
islands. Whether we see
this as a problem or solu-
tion is up to us,” he said.
Charles Pashley, manag-
ing director of Prestige
Holdings, local franchise
operators of KFC fast food
restaurants, called for a
simplifying of rules to
make it easier for immi-
grants to come to T&T to
work.

“We need immigrant
labour. We need to change
the approach to bringing
in licensed labour.We have
to advertise the position
first in the media, then we
have to go through the
Ministry of Labour. I think
we have to spend $6 000 to
apply for the worker to
come,” he said.

Mexico to sell 
US$52 million daily
to halt peso slide

Robert Trestrail, left, senior vice-president, T&T Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, chats with Charles Pashley, managing director, Prestige Holdings
Limited; Edward Kacal, CEO, Servus Limited; and Gerard D’Arcy, chairman of 
the Chamber’s Facilities Management and Maintenance Committee, during a
seminar on Labour Challenges and Its Effect on Business in T&T held at the
Chamber’s Leon Agostini Hall, Columbus Circle, Westmoorings, on Wednesday.

Labour crisis for T&T businesses

Caribbean Labour Ministers commit
to strengthening social dialogue 

– while focusing on youth employment and the greening of the economy
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AS the expansion of
the Panama Canal
continues, Jamaican
businesses attended
Central America’s
largest trade show in
Panama in an effort to
promote exports to
that region.

Jamaica Promotions
Corporation (JAMPRO)
led a team of Jamaican
companies to the
Exposición Comercial
Internacional (EX-
POCOMER), which
started on Wednesday
and ended on Saturday.

The delegation included
GK Foods and Services,
P.A. Benjamin
Manufacturing Ltd.,
LASCO Manufacturing
Limited, E.G. Wellness
Brands and GulfRay
Americas Manufacturing

JAMPRO hopes the
Panamanian visit will
help to land trade leads

and increase awareness of
Jamaican products, ac-
cording to a news release.

“The market is quite 
lucrative and is predicted
to see great economic
growth upon the expan-
sion of the Panama
Canal,” said the JAMPRO
news release.

GK Foods is seeking to
increase its sales of hot
pepper products to the
Central American mar-
ket, according to Taji
Alleyne, general manager
at Grace Agro Processors
Division. “GK Foods &
Services is dedicated to
bringing the authentic
Jamaican scotch bonnet
flavour to global markets.
Expocomer will give us
the chance to promote our
pepper mash products
‘Real Jamaican Scotchie’
to Latin America, which
has a palate that is simi-
lar to our own,” he said.

Meanwhile, LASCO is
looking to expand its busi-
ness from its Panamanian
markets. “LASCO has
been exporting to Panama
for several years, and we
would like to increase our
business in that market,”
according to LASCO ex-
port sales and marketing
manager Marjorie
McCalla. “Our main 
objective in attending
Expocomer is to identify
distributors in Panama
and other Central and
Latin American countries.
We look forward to estab-
lishing great business re-
lationships at this event.”

JAMPRO says it is ag-
gressively pursuing Latin
American markets for the
export of Jamaican goods.
Last year, the agency
partnered with the
Jamaica Manufacturers’
Association (JMA) to host
an “Exporting to Panama”

workshop. Based on the
interest from exporters
and the agency’s mandate
to target Central America,
the market and trade visit
to Panama was organised.

JAMPRO has also re-
cently started a Cuban
market development pro-
gramme, to increase ex-
port of Jamaican goods to
the Cuban market.

“There are untapped
opportunities for export-
ing to Central America,
especially those markets
which are experiencing
increased economic activ-
ity,” said Berletta Henlon-
Forrester, market devel-
opment manager at 
JAMPRO. “JAMPRO is
encouraged by the level 
of interest shown by
Jamaican manufacturers
and will continue to 
develop this market for
export of Jamaican prod-
ucts.”

THE days of rainfall did
not stop harvesting of
sugar canes, although it
made for a slower pace of
work, according to Chief
Industrial Relations
Officer, James Sukhu.

“The rains hampered
our work, but we contin-
ued harvesting. We have
had about two days of sun-
shine and if we have a
good weekend, harvesting
will be back to normal,
back in full swing next
week,” he said in a tele-
phone interview with the
Guyana Chronicle.

He added that to date
production of sugar
stands at 22 500 tonnes.
“We are a little behind the
target we set for our-
selves, but harvesting has
not stopped,” Sukhu as-
sured.

Asked about the
strength of the labour
force, he noted that in the
factories there is a 85 per
cent turnout, while in the
fields, the turnout is ap-
proximately 63 per cent.
“The field worker turnout
is not what we wanted be-
cause of the rains,” the
Chief Industrial Relations
Officer said.

Questioned about the
factories in operation,
Sukhu stated that seven
of the eight factories are in
operation, the exception

being the Skeldon Sugar
estate. “Skeldon was ex-
pected to start grinding
today (Thursday),” he
said.

The cycle of the current
sugar crop comes to an
end in early May. In 2014,
GuySuCo recorded a pro-
duction of 216 147 tonnes
– the first crop having sur-
passed the 75 000-tonne
target, bringing in about
80 000 tonnes.

The calamitous drop in
sugar prices on the global
and preferred market
scene, which challenges
all sugar industries, cou-
pled with the dramatic fall
in earnings and, by exten-
sion, cash flow; and the
prevailing weather condi-
tions were among several
of the difficulties that 
affected the local sugar 
industry during 2014.

The industry saw a dis-
mal sugar production
level in the past years,
but Guyana has since
been taking steps to turn
around its sugar industry,
and hopes to soon meet a
300 000-tonne target.
There is also a projection
that the sector would
reach a 400 000-tonne
goal by 2020.

The production being
targeted by GuySuCo for
2015 is some 240 000
tonnes.

CARIBBEAN shoppers
rejoice! A new mall is
about to open and make
all your high-priced,
designer-item dreams
come true.

The Mall of San Juan
throws open its doors in
Puerto Rico on March 26
with a 100 000 square-
foot Saks Fifth Avenue
and a 138 000-square-foot
Nordstrom as its anchor

stores – the first stores in
the Caribbean for both
high-end brands.

Several other brands,
including Gucci, Kate
Spade, Jimmy Choo,
Louis Vuitton and
Versace, will join the ros-
ter of about 110 upscale
retailers and restaurants
at the two-story shopping
shrine.

It’s conveniently 

located just five minutes
from Luis Munoz Marin
International Airport, so
shoppers can revel in 
retail within minutes of
leaving Baggage Claim.

Taubman Centres, the
developers behind Mall 
of San Juan as well as
Miami’s Dolphin Mall
and Mall at Millenia in
Orlando (both popular
with visiting Caribbean

shoppers), are also plan-
ning to open a hotel and
casino on the property.

The mall’s opening ar-
guably makes San Juan
– also home to the re-
gion’s largest shopping
centre, the 300-store
Plaza Las Americas – 
the retail hub of the
Caribbean, where buyers
will be limited only by
their budgets.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Jamaica attracted
US$707 million (J$81.3
billion) in foreign direct
investments (FDI) over
12 months ending
September 2014, accord-
ing to the recently 
published Quarterly
International Invest-
ment Position report
from the Bank of
Jamaica (BOJ).

The preliminary FDI
inflows for the period
largely reflected new 
equity inflows for infra-
structure and tourism
projects, stated the BOJ.

“Furthermore, the in-
flows of new equity FDI
is an indication that for-

eign investment projects
are still in the expansion
phase as opposed to the
saturation phase when
FDI inflows would have
largely reflected rein-
vested earnings,” added
the BOJ.

The FDI of US$707
million reflects the rise
in stock of direct invest-
ment liabilities to US$13
333 million from US$12
626 million a year earlier,
according to tables in the
report.

The annual flows,
however, still trail levels
prior to the 2008 Western
financial crisis which
averaged US$800 million
per annum.

J’can exporters target Central
American markets ahead of
Panama Canal expansion

Jamaica attracts
US$700M in FDI

Guyana’s sugar
production stands
at 22 500 tonnes 
– harvesting expected to move
‘full swing’, if rains hold

A rendering of the Mall of San Juan.

A major new Caribbean mall



20 • Monday March 16, 2015 Business Monday

FRANKFURT – BMW,
the German top-of-the-
range car maker, said
Thursday it achieved its
fifth record year in succes-
sion in 2014 on the back of
buoyant demand for its
vehicles.

"We continued to per-
form well during the past
year, achieving new highs
for sales volume, revenues
and group earnings,”
boasted chief executive
Norbert Reithofer.

“Tailwinds caused by
high customer demand for
our vehicles world-wide
are driving up sales vol-
umes,” he said.

BMW said it sold a total
2.118 million vehicles
world-wide in 2014, 7.9
percent more than in the
previous year.

Group revenues rose 5.7
percent to 80.4 billion
euros ($85 billion).

Underlying or operating

profit grew by 14.3 per-
cent to 9.118 billion euros,
“thanks primarily to sales
volume growth and a
high-value model mix,”
BMW said.

Net profit was up 9.2
percent at 5.817 billion
euros, “also a new record
high for the BMW group.”

BMW said it wanted
shareholders to partici-
pate in the rise in profits
and would propose an in-
creased dividend of 2.90
euros per common share

and 2.92 euros per pre-
ferred share for 2014, up
from 2.60 euros and 2.62
euros respectively earlier.

Looking ahead, the car
maker said it targets fur-
ther sales growth this
year.

“In view of our attrac-
tive model range and the
market launch of 15 new
models or model revisions
over the course of 2015,
the BMW group forecasts
an increase in sales vol-
ume world-wide,” it said.

CAIRO – US conglomer-
ate General Electric on
Friday said it will set up
a new training and man-
ufacturing facility in the
Egyptian canal city of
Suez in an investment
worth $200 million.

GE, considered a bell-
weather of global indus-
trial activity, made the
announcement on the
sidelines of a major in-
ternational conference
hosted by Egypt to at-
tract overseas invest-
ment in its troubled
economy.

US Secretary of State
John Kerry and hun-
dreds of other prominent
figures are attending the

three-day conference at
the Red Sea resort town
of Sharm El-Sheikh.

GE’s was the first
major deal announced at
the conference Friday.

“The new multi-modal
manufacturing and
training facility in Suez
will serve Egypt and the
region,” General Electric
said in a statement.

The facility will manu-
facture products used
across GE’s sectors such
as power generation, oil
and gas, aviation and
rail transportation, it
said, adding that the
centre will create about
500 jobs for Egyptians
over the next three to

five years.
“The new multi-modal

facil ity will  deliver
strong economic and so-
cial value to the country
by supporting key high-
growth industry sectors,”
GE Chairman & CEO
Jeffrey Immelt said in
the statement.

In a separate an-
nouncement, GE said it
is on schedule to support
Egypt’s power grid with
2.6 gigawatts (GW) by
the middle of 2015.

To date, more than 70
percent of the advanced
gas turbines supplied by
GE have arrived on the
ground for various power
projects, it added.

BEIJING – Britain has
become the first major
Western government
to apply for member-
ship in a proposed
Chinese-led Asian re-
gional bank that
Washington worries
will undercut institu-
tions such as the World
Bank.

The British Treasury
said Thursday it will join
talks this month on the
Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank’s struc-
ture and governance
arrangements.

China proposed the
bank in 2013 to finance
construction of roads and
other infrastructure. It
has pledged to put up
most of its initial $50 bil-
lion in capital.

Twenty-one other gov-
ernments including India,
New Zealand and
Thailand have said they
want to join. For now, the
United States and its close
allies Japan, South Korea
and Australia are not part
of the new club.

The bank is one of a se-
ries of initiatives by
Beijing to increase its in-
fluence in global finance
and expand trade links
with Asian neighbours
and developing countries
in Africa and Latin
America.

Washington has ex-
pressed concern the new
Asian bank will allow
looser lending standards
for the environment,
labour rights and finan-
cial transparency, under-
cutting the World Bank
and International
Monetary Fund.

U.S. State Department
spokeswoman Jen Psaki
described close ally
Britain’s application to
join the bank as a “sover-
eign decision” but reiter-
ated U.S. concerns over
the bank’s standards.

“We hope and expect
that the United Kingdom
will use its voice to push
for the adoption of high
standards,” Psaki told re-
porters in Washington on
Friday.

China is the top trading
partner for most of its
neighbours. They want to
promote commercial ties
but are uneasy about
Beijing’s strategic ambi-
tions, especially at a time
when it is embroiled in
territorial disputes with
Japan in the East China
Sea and with Vietnam and
other Southeast Asian
neighbours in the South
China Sea.

A Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman, Hong
Lei, said Beijing welcomed
Britain’s application to
join the bank.

“The bank will be
founded on the principle
of openness. We welcome
all prospective countries
to join,” said Hong. “It will
enable all prospective
members to share Asia’s
growth opportunities.”

Speaking in Tokyo, the
World Bank president
said Friday his
Washington-based institu-
tion welcomes the new
source of financing for in-
frastructure developing
economies urgently need.

“We welcome the entry
of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment

Bank,” said Jim Yong Kim,
an American, at the
Foreign Correspondents
Club of Japan. “We wel-
come it because of the ex-
traordinary need for infra-
structure.”

Beijing has tried to
soothe security concerns,
insisting its initiatives are
not aimed at any potential
foreign rival.

“The initiatives are not
China’s solo, but a sym-
phony performed by all
relevant countries,” said
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
this week, according to
state television.

The British Treasury’s
announcement said it
would try to ensure the
Asian bank “embodies the
best standards in account-
ability, transparency and
governance.”

Joining will help Britain

promote commercial ties
with Asia, said the British
finance minister, George
Osborne, in the statement.

“Joining the AIIB at the
founding stage will create
an unrivalled opportunity
for the U.K. and Asia to in-
vest and grow together,”
said Osborne.

Other member govern-
ments include Singapore,
Vietnam, the Philippines,
Mongolia, Laos,
Cambodia, Oman,
Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka,

Qatar, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Brunei,
Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Malaysia and Myanmar.

In May, Chinese
President Xi Jinping

called for the creation of a
new Asian structure for
security cooperation based
on a 24-nation group that
excludes the United
States.

Britain applies to join Chinese-led Asian bank

GE plans $200 mn facility
in Egypt canal city

BMW speeds ahead to
another record year in
2014

World Bank President Jim Yong Kim speaks during a press conference in Tokyo

The German car manufacturer BMW said it sold a
total 2.118 million vehicles world-wide in 2014, 7.9
percent more than in the previous year .
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HARARE – Zimbabwe
Mines Minister Walter
Chidhakwa on
Thursday unveiled a
plan to merge the
country’s diamond
mining companies in
the troubled Marange
fields, in a bid to curb
illicit trade in the
gems.

A total of six compa-
nies operating in
Marange, in the eastern
Manicaland province, in-
cluding one wholly-
owned by the state
would be folded into a
single entity.

“Diamond mining is a
very sensitive area
which needs government
to control it,” Chidhakwa
told a parliamentary

committee.
“That is why we are

proposing that we have
one company.”

Companies have been
given until Monday to
consult with their boards
of directors on the direc-
tive.

“This is a regulatory
matter and we have said
to them the only way you
can participate in dia-
mond mining in
Zimbabwe is by being in
this company,” said
Chidhakwa.

“We are going to come
up with one labour force
and one chief executive
officer of that one com-
pany after consolidation.
If you don’t want to be in
this company we will

have to work out ways...
methods of parting
ways.”

Chidhakwa said au-
thorities did not want a
similar destabilisation
caused by diamonds in
west African countries,
where government had
no control.

Zimbabwe’s diamond
industry has been
tainted by reports of
rights abuses including
the killing and torture of
unauthorised miners at
Marange.

Reports of abuses re-
sulted in the ban of ex-
port of  gems from
Marange in 2009. The
ban was lifted in 2011.

In recent years, the
government has pinned

its hopes on the diamond
industry to shore up the
moribund economy but
was forced to revise its
projections downwards
as earnings fell short of
the anticipated gains
from gem sales.

Diamonds were discov-
ered in Marange in 2006,

drawing in thousands of
small-time miners hop-
ing to get rich quick.

The army cleared the

area in late 2008, when
Human Rights Watch
says more than 200 peo-
ple were killed.

THE French financial
prosecutor’s office has de-
manded that HSBC’s
Swiss private bank face a
criminal trial for tax eva-
sion.

The request follows an
investigation by local
magistrates into alleged
tax fraud involving 3,000
French taxpayers.

“This is a normal step
in the judicial procedure
and the outcome of the
matter is not determined
as of today,” HSBC said in
a statement.

Parent company HSBC
also faces a separate, on-
going French investiga-
tion.

HSBC’s Swiss private
bank has one month to re-
spond, after which French
magistrates will decide
whether or not to hold a
trial.

The French newspaper
Le Monde reported that
HSBC turned down a
!1.5m (£1.07m; $1.6m)
settlement offer.

Global investigations
HSBC faces 10 separate

investigations around the
world for allegations that
it helped wealthy clients
avoid paying millions in
taxes to governments in
the UK, the US,
Argentina, France, and
elsewhere.

The tax evasion came to
light as a result of a
whistleblower, Herve
Falciani, who leaked doc-
uments regarding the
scheme to the UK’s tax
authority (HMRC) in
2010.

However, the allega-
tions regarding tax eva-
sion were not made public
until February, when
many international news
organisations - including
the BBC - published parts
of the documents.

HSBC has since apolo-
gised for operations at the
Swiss bank, and has said
that it has reformed the
way it conducts business.

Earlier in the week, cur-
rent and former HSBC ex-
ecutives faced harsh ques-
tioning from MPs about
whether or not employees
at the highest level of the
bank knew what was hap-
pening in the Swiss unit.

“Either you’re com-
pletely incompetent in
your oversight duties or
you knew about it,” said
Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) chair
Margaret Hodge, who
called for Rona Fairhead,
who was formerly the
head of HSBC’s audit
committee, to resign from
her current position of
head of the BBC Trust.

FRENCH authorities
have fined the country’s
top yogurt makers !193m
(£136m; $204m) for en-
gaging in a price-fixing
cartel for six years.

Eleven firms - repre-
senting 90% of France’s
yogurt makers - were in-
volved in setting the price
of supermarket own-
brand yoghurt and dairy
products.

The collusion was first
reported by Yoplait, which
received no fines in return
for exposing the cartel.

Some firms are appeal-
ing against the fines.

In a statement, Lactalis
Nestle - which received
the largest penalty of
!56.1m - said it obeyed all
laws and that the fines
“overestimate in an obvi-
ous way the gravity of
what happened, and their
impact on the economy".

Laiterie de Saint Malo,
which was fined !300 000,
said it would appeal
against the charges.

The other companies
are Senagral, Novandie,
Les Maitres Laitiers du
Cotentin, Alsace Lait,
Laita, Yeo Frais and
Laiterie H Triballat.

Senagral, which in-
curred a penalty of
101.3m, had the fine re-
duced to !46m as it also
participated in the

whistleblower scheme.
Clandestine meetings
The ruling found that

the 11 firms colluded on
how and when to drive up
prices - and by what
amount - for six years,
from 2006 to 2012.

The cartel set prices for
products including yo-
ghurt, fromage frais,
creme fraiche, and dairy
desserts.

According to the com-
plaint, yoghurt executives
used dedicated secret mo-
bile phones to come to-
gether for clandestine
meetings at hotels, each

time varying the meeting
places for the sake of dis-
cretion.

The mobiles were not of-
ficially assigned to users
and their names did not
appear on the bills.

In addition to hotels,
they also met in a well-es-
tablished Parisian cafe
called Au Chien qui Fume
(The Smoking Dog).

On occasion they re-
paired to the central
Parisian apartment of one
of the executives “to con-
tinue the meetings and
smoke a cigarette,”accord-
ing to the complaint.

The cartel was identi-
fied under a scheme that
reduces or waives fines for
whistleblowers.

Supermarkets and hy-
permarkets are the main
market for French dairy
products, accounting for
92% of sales of yoghurts,
fromage frais or creme
fraiche, and worth around
!5bn in 2013, the competi-
tion authority said.

Danone, the world’s
largest yoghurt maker,
does not sell products
under supermarkets’ own
brands and was not part of
the cartel.

HSBC should
face criminal
trial says French
prosecutor

France fines yogurt cartel 193m
euros for price-fixing

Zimbabwe unveils
plan to create single
diamond firm

Yoplait, majority-owned by US firm General Mills, alerted French authorities to
the existence of the cartel.

A private security employee guards on December 14, 2011, a diamond process-
ing plant in the diamond-rich eastern Marange region, Zimbabwe.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 09-Mar-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.65 $1.81 300 5,045

Banks Holdings Limited 06-Mar-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.82 8,856 1,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 26-Feb-15 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 105

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.48 $2.49 820 6,468

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 10-Mar-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 12,240

FirstCaribbean International Bank 10-Mar-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 75 1,829

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Mar-15 - - - $0.20 $0.20 - $0.20 - 50,000 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Mar-15 - - - $0.52 $0.52 - $0.52 - 10,183 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 09-Mar-15 - - - $6.42 $6.42 - $6.42 $6.49 32,636 1,314

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 09-Mar-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.38 500 1,000

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated -* 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 13-Mar-15 586 $19.88 $19.75 $19.90 $19.90 $0.00 $19.50 $19.75 9,860 1,312

One Caribbean Media Limited 12-Feb-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.76 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 9,100

Sagicor Financial Corporation 10-Mar-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - - $1.73 - 5,210

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 586 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 09-Mar-15 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 20,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 615,000

MUTUAL FUND
March 13, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

06-Mar-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w    1.4798 -0.0027
06-Mar-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w    1.4836 -0.0183
06-Mar-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w    1.2661 0.0000
26-Feb-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w    1.288 0.0000
06-Mar-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w    4.8757   4.8757 4.8757   0.0190
06-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8408 -0.0074
06-Mar-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0022 -0.0041
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.7253   4.7253 4.6308   0.0572
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUNDm 0.8370   0.8370 0.8202   0.0166
27-Feb-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4340   1.4340 1.4053  0.0065
13-Mar-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.27 -0.02
13-Mar-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.27 -0.02
13-Mar-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -      w    1.05 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 586      $19.88  $19.75  $19.90  $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
March 13, 2015

One security traded firm as 586 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $11,642.14. Massy Holdings Limited was the
sole security trading 586 shares at a high of $19.88 and a low of $19.75 before closing firm at $19.90. 

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 26,420 shares. The top three companies traded were Sagicor Financial
Corporation with 15,289, FirstCaribbean International Bank with 10,126 and Massy Holdings Limited with 586 shares.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
March 13th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

March 13, 2015 March 12, 2015
Local  2,137.91 2,137.91 -   
Cross-list 1,723.06 1,723.06 -   
Composite 613.48 613.48 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
March 13, 2015 March 12, 2015

Local  5,366.53 5,366.53 -   
Cross-list 2,889.41 2,889.41 -   
Composite 8,255.94 8,255.94 -            

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

Sagicor Financial Corporation - Directors have fixed March 19th,
2015 as the record date for the determination of shareholders entitled to
receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Company.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

NOTICE OF DELISTING

Pursuant to the Rules of the Barbados Stock Exchange Inc. (BSE) and
the Order of the Financial Services Commission, the shares of Royal
Fidelity TIGRS A Fund will be delisted from the Board of the BSE on
March 18th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE

Trinidad Cement Limited - Trinidad Cement Limited wishes to advise
Shareholders that at a meeting of the Board of Directors held on
Thursday February 26, 2015, the Board confirmed a decision to offer
shares  in the Rights Issue in Trinidad and Tobago only, and to exclude
all other jurisdictions in which TCL's shares are listed. The decision was
made, having regard to the complexities involved in satisfying the
requirements of the various regulatory bodies in these jurisdictions, and
its effect on the stringent timeframe for the Rights Issue, especially
since the Rights Issue is intended as a method of recapitalization to
fulfill, inter alia, conditions imposed by TCL's lenders.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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SERGIO Ermotti,
UBS’s chief executive,
received a pay rise in
2014 despite the Swiss
bank revising down
its fourth-quarter
earnings because of
legal provisions.

The bank’s annual re-
port showed a 4 per cent
rise in pay for Mr
Ermotti , who made
SFr11.16m last year and
was the lender’s highest
paid executive. His pack-
age included variable
pay of SFr8.4m and a
base salary of SFr2.5m.

UBS said Mr Ermotti’s
pay reflected his contri-
bution to the bank’s
“strong performance” for
the year, which was
“tempered by charges for
provisions for litigation,
regulatory and similar
matters”.

Basic and variable pay
fell 1.7 per cent across
the bank’s 60,155 em-
ployees, who made an av-
erage of SFr153,555
each, in a year when the

bank’s earnings rose 9
per cent.

The bank’s admission
on Friday that the quar-
ter ’s earnings were
SFr105m lower than
previously reported un-
fazed investors and ana-
lysts, who pushed the
bank’s share price mar-
ginally up and described
the revision as a “small
number”.

Banks in the US, in-
cluding Morgan Stanley
and BNY Mellon, have
come under fire for revis-
ing downwards earnings
figures they had previ-
ously reported. In
Europe, where revisions
tend to be of a lower
magnitude than across
the Atlantic, there is
more tolerance.

“The restatement is
not unusual around year
end especially as it re-
lates to legal provisions
– Credit Suisse did ex-
actly the same,” Nomura
analyst Jon Peace said of
the revised figures in

UBS’s annual report. “If
anything putting re-
serves into prior year
makes future targets
easier to hit.”

Credit Suisse said last
month that its fourth-
quarter earnings were
SFr277m less than pre-
viously reported, also be-
cause of legal charges. In
the US, Morgan
Stanley’s fourth-quarter
revision for legal issues
was $2.6bn, BNY
Mellon’s was $600m.

Shares in UBS traded
slightly higher on Friday
and were up 0.75 per
cent by 1150 GMT, re-
flecting the relatively
small impact the extra
legal charges had on the
bank’s revised full-year
profits of SFr3.466bn.
On a per share basis, the
difference to earnings
was SFr0.03.

“The additional
amount booked by UBS
is relatively small com-
pared with what ana-
lysts expect over the

next 2 years,” said one
analyst, pointing to the
wave of litigation still
faced by banks in areas
such as foreign exchange
rate manipulation and
the mis-selling of mort-
gage-backed securities.

UBS’s extra legal pro-
visions stemmed from a
March 2015 agreement
to pay $135m to settle a
case alleging collusion
on foreign exchange
transactions that was
filed in US federal courts
against the Swiss lender

and several other banks
in November 2013.

“We continue to be 
subject to a large num-
ber of claims, disputes,
legal proceedings and
government investiga-
tions,” the bank noted in
its section on risks. “We
are not able to predict
the financial and other
terms on which some of
these matters may be re-
solved.”

Total litigation costs
for the year came in at
SFr2.594m, higher than

2013’s SFr1.701m and
slightly above 2012’s
SFr2.549m. The charges
are a significant drag on
bank earnings, sucking
up 9 per cent of operat-
ing income in 2014.

Elsewhere in the 868-
page report, the bank
previewed a SFr377m
one-off gain it will record
in the first quarter of
2015 for the sale of a real
estate property in
Geneva, which sold for
well over its balance
sheet value.

WHAT makes a Lego
woman?

That is the question
that will be put before a
US judge, after the
renowned Danish com-
pany complained 
that three toy firms 
were selling figures
that are “strikingly 
and substantially simi-
lar” to Lego’s Friends
range.

In a filing to the US
International Trade
Commission, Lego’s
lawyers claim the “torso,
head, arms legs and feet”
of said toys infringe its
patents.

The Commission will
decide whether to ban
imports of the offending
products.

Lego’s court filing is
replete with images of
its Friends Sunshine
Ranch and Heartlake
Shopping Mall sets, and
contrasts them with Lite
Brix’s Sunset Island

Mall, Mega Brands’ Blue
Ribbon Ranch, and Best-
Lock’s I’m Teen Little
Mermaid.

The company says it
launched Lego Friends
in the US in 2012, and
put $40m (£27m) into
advertising the range,
after market research
found that just 9% of
those playing with the
iconic toys were girls.

Each Lego Friends fig-
urine is “named, has a
back story and a career,”
the lawyers contend, and
each is made “with the
goal of inspiring more
girls to try their hand at
building and experience
the pride of accomplish-
ment that Lego play fos-
ters".

The three firms ac-
cused of ripping-off this
concept manufacture
their toys in China and
Canada, and are there-
fore vulnerable to US
import bans.

Lego seeks US
ban of ‘strikingly
similar’ toy sets

UBS chief Sergio
Ermotti gets pay rise as
bank revises earnings

ABOVE: Lego claims Lite Brix’s Sunset
Island Mall bears strong similarities to its
Friends sets.

Sergio Ermotti

Lego says it poured millions of dollars into its Friends range.
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INGRID INNES, Managing Director and
CEO of ICBL, believes 2015 will be a
good year for the company.

Speaking to the media at the launch of
the Advantage Plus Policy, she elaborated
“2014 was challenging, but we are opti-

mistic about 2015. We see some changes
happening in 2015 that we will take ad-
vantage of. I think it is important for us
to stay confident in the economy and
what is happening, for ICBL. It will be a
banner year for us because over the last

three years we have been investing heav-
ily in our technology, and we have been
looking at how we can streamline how we
do things to make the company more ef-
ficient and productive which is impor-
tant for any company given the issues in

the market place.”
The ICBL official reiterated, “I’m look-

ing forward to this year and I think this
year will be great. We have launched 

ICBL on Page 4

A DECISION is expected to be made
known this week on whether
Barbados will be granting permis-
sion to Cable and Wireless
Communication to acquire
Columbus.

Chairman of the Fair Trading
Commission, Sir Neville Nicholls, said so
in his address to the FTC’s lecture at the
Accra Beach Resort and Hotel on Friday
night.

He said one of the matters which the
FTC is investigating is the application by
Cable and Wireless to acquire Columbus.

“The Commission expects to conclude
this by next week,” he said Friday.

Sir Neville said the past year had been
a busy one for the Commission. He told
the audience that matters which were
investigated by the FTC’s Consumer
Protection, Fair Competition and Utility
Regulation divisions covered several
areas. “In our efforts to safeguard con-
sumer rights the Consumer Protection
Division continued to offer guidance and
direction on several issues and brought
resolutions to complaints made by the
public,” said Sir Neville said.

“In addition to more than 2 400 calls
and visits from business persons and
members of the general public, the
Commission hosted a general outreach

activity in Bridgetown last July where
persons visited the consumer protect
booth and had their issues addressed,”ac-
cording to him.

“By the end of 2014, of the 17 new com-
plaints lodged with the Commission 14
had been resolved,” he reported.The con-
sumer protection division also reviewed
18 contracts from a range of businesses
including insurance, telecommunications
and banking.

These contract contained 1191 terms of
which 63 were found to be in breach of the
Consumer Protection Act and the rele-
vant businesses were advised that the
relevant clauses should either be

amended or deleted.
The Chairman also stated that of the

138 stores that were paid unannounced
visits, 14 displaced signs which contained
unfair terms and the businesses were ad-
vised to cease the practice. They com-
plied.

The Commission also identified 43 mis-
leading advertisements in the media and
which for the most part were in breach of
the Consumer Protection Act which pro-
vides that the full cost of a good or serv-
ice should be stated, except in particular
circumstances.

The advertisements were either
amended or withdrawn.

DECISION TIME SOON

2015 expected to be a great year for ICBL

Ingrid Innes, Managing Director & CEO of ICBL; Goulbourne Alleyne, Deputy CEO of ICBL; Alex Tasker, Senior Vice President- Business Development and Marketing of
ICBL; and Henry Inniss, Senior VP & Head of Life Division of ICBL at the launch of Advantage Plus Policy at the Limegrove Centre courtyard. 

CARICOM is 
not dead

Page 2
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WASHINGTON – Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell warned yesterday that
he won’t hold a confirmation vote for
Loretta Lynch as attorney general be-
fore the Senate completes work on a bill
designed to curb human trafficking.

The Kentucky Republican’s comments
prompted immediate protests from
Democratic lawmakers who view her
confirmation as a top priority.

McConnell had said he would be mov-
ing to the Lynch nomination this coming
week. But then last week’s debate on a
human trafficking bill broke down over
a dispute about a provision regarding
funding for abortions. Democrats made a
late objection to a provision that pro-
hibits money dedicated to a fund for vic-
tims from being used to pay for abortions
except in cases of rape, incest or if the life
of the woman were in jeopardy.

Similar restrictions on the use of fed-
eral funds have been in place for three
decades. But abortion-rights supporters
said the legislation takes the restrictions
a step further by applying them to the
personal money convicted sex traffick-
ers pay into a government fund.

McConnell said yesterday during an
interview on CNN that Democrats had
voted for the very same language three
months ago. He said the Senate is soon
scheduled to turn to the budget and then
to be on recess for two weeks, so there is
only a limited window of time for the
Lynch vote.

“If they want to have time to turn to the
attorney general bill next week, we need
to finish up this human trafficking bill,”
McConnell said.

Democratic Sen. Chuck Schumer of
New York said Republicans are using
any excuse they can to stall the nomina-
tion.At a time when terrorist groups are
threatening the US, the nominee de-
serves a vote, he said.

“It’s time for Republicans to stop drag-

ging their feet on Loretta Lynch,”
Schumer said.

Lynch would be the first black woman
to serve as the nation’s top law enforce-
ment officer. She would succeed Eric
Holder, who is staying on until a replace-
ment is confirmed.

ANKARA –Three male British teenagers
suspected of planning to join Islamic State
militants in Syria have been arrested by
London police after being deported from
Turkey, officials said yesterday.

The three, who have not been named,
were detained on Friday in the Turkish
city of Istanbul, Turkish sources told
Reuters, after a tip-off from British au-
thorities that two of them were travel-
ling to Turkey via Spain.

London police said they had been made
aware on Friday that two 17-year-old boys
from the city had gone missing and were
thought to be travelling to Syria.Further
inquiries revealed they had travelled with
a 19-year-old male, police said.

They were then flown back to Britain
late on Saturday,when they were arrested
“on suspicion of preparation of terrorist
acts”, the Metropolitan Police statement
said. Turkish authorities confirmed that
they had been deported.

They are being held at a London police
station, the statement said.

Their arrest comes after three London
schoolgirls entered Turkey last month
and are thought to have joined Islamic
State in Syria.

Security services estimate some 600
Britons have gone to Syria or Iraq to join
militant groups, including the man known
as “Jihadi John”who has appeared in sev-
eral Islamic State beheading videos.

McConnell says attorney general nomination
could be
delayed

UK teens
suspected of
trying to join
Islamic State
arrested

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.

ST. LOUIS – Police arrested at least
two people as nightly protests in the
racially troubled US suburb of
Ferguson over the police killing of
unarmed black teenager Michael
Brown shifted into the heart of St
Louis.

Up to 50 youthful demonstrators gath-
ered after sunset at the Midwestern city’s
historic 19th century Old Courthouse to
march through streets lined with bars
filled with St Patrick’s revellers.

“Justice is dead! We have to wake it
up,” one protester, David Ragland,
shouted from the steps of the white colon-
naded courthouse where in 1846 black
slave Dred Scott filed his unsuccessful
but historic lawsuit to win his freedom.

When some of the protesters briefly
held up traffic, police stepped in and took
away two men – a young protester with
a kerchief over his face and a freelance
photojournalist, Philip Montgomery, on
assignment for the Mashable website.

Mashable’s executive editor Jim
Roberts said via Twitter that
Montgomery was “fine” after he was re-
leased a short time later.

Ferguson has been the scene of almost
nightly protests since 18-year-old Brown
was fatally shot by a white police officer
on August 9, sparking national outrage,
occasional violence and a fierce debate

about policing and race relations in
America today.

Tension flared anew Wednesday – after
Ferguson’s embattled police chief Thomas
Jackson resigned – when shots rang out

amid an otherwise peaceful night-time
rally, wounding two police officers.

Police immediately launched a man-
hunt, but no arrests have yet been made.

Mayor James Knowles, under growing

pressure to resign, spent much of
Saturday with about 20 local entrepre-
neurs who say their small businesses
have been struggling since Brown was
killed.

Two arrested as Ferguson protests move to St. Louis

Demonstrators take part in a silent protest in the streets of downtown St. Louis, Missouri on Saturday. 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) - This age-old business
dictum will apply to you today: Sell them what they want;
give them what they need. Also, note that it’s your attitude
and not your skill level that will make a difference in your
income. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You are capable of being
fiendishly clever but will use your powers for good.
Mostly you see the value of charming a certain someone,
and this person is ready for your best moves. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - With those you love, there
is a kind of “logic-free” zone today. You’re willing to
extend your grace to include the things they say that don’t
make total sense, as much of it won’t.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - What’s required is a
perspective shift toward the lighter side. It’s a game, and
you’ll go out there and win the game once you’ve
approached it for the game it is. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - They might not like your ideas
today, and that’s nothing to take personally, though it
might bug you only because you know how right you
really are. Approach again and tell them, “Let’s rework
it.” 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - What you want to do has
been done before and to great effect, and so all you have
to do is tell your people how well it went. Describe in
detail the wonderful future that awaits.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - The actions of the day bring
both intended and unintended consequences. The less
you try to control it the better. Grace will land you in
interesting circumstances. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - You have a tendency to
overlook that which you know very well. You need good
friends around you who will point out the qualities they
admire in you, which are likely the ones you are blind to
now.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - The tendency under
this sky will be to stew and obsess on things. There may
be an intellectual or comic benefit to doing so, but that
doesn’t make it healthy. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Egyptian pharaohs
weren’t the only people to bury themselves with their
belongings as if it were possible to take it with them. Your
realisation that it’s all borrowed stuff will guide your
choices today.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - It’s no use holding a
mental seance for something you know is safely, patently
gone. For you, this message is a reminder, but for the one
who is obsessing about you, it’s a directive.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - For a while now, you’ve
wanted to create some art. It’s not a matter of getting a
chance; it’s a matter of seeing the chance. Try making
quick things out of the sources available to you in any
moment. 
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MOSCOW – Russia was ready to
bring its nuclear weapons into a
state of alert during last year’s ten-
sions over the Crimean Peninsula
and the overthrow of Ukraine’s
president, President Vladimir
Putin said in remarks aired yester-
day.

Putin’s comments, in a documentary
being shown on state TV, highlight the
extent to which alarm spread in Russia
in the weeks following Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovych’s ouster in
February 2014 after months of street
protests that turned increasingly vio-
lent.

Russia takes control
After Yanukovych fled Kiev, eventually
surfacing in Russia, separatist senti-
ment soared in Crimea, the Black Sea
peninsula dominated by ethnic
Russians. Russian forces took control
of Ukrainian military facilities on the
peninsula and a referendum on seces-
sion was hastily called. The referen-
dum, which was widely denounced in
the West as illegitimate, reportedly
brought overwhelming support for se-
cession. Russia annexed Crimea on

March 19, 2014.
In the documentary, which marks a

year since the referendum, Putin says
of the nuclear preparedness, “We were
ready to do this ... (Crimea) is our his-
torical territory. Russian people live
there. They were in danger. We cannot
abandon them.”

The comments were reported on the
state broadcaster’s website after its
transmission in the Russian Far East
and before it appeared on the air in
Moscow.

Putin also said Russian forces helped
Yanukovych escape to Russia.

After fleeing the capital Kiev,
Yanukovych made one appearance in
Kharkov, then disappeared for several
days. Reports at the time said he and
his security entourage went on a des-
perate journey through the eastern
parts of the country and down to
Crimea, looking for safety. Putin’s
retelling appeared to confirm those re-
ports.

He said Russian security forces had
tried to keep contact with Yanukovych
as he moved through Ukraine and even-
tually “we brought him to Russian ter-
ritory”.President Vladimir Putin

Putin: Russia prepared
raising nuclear
readiness over Crimea
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NEW DELHI – India
has disputed U.S. sci-
entists’ findings that
the deadly swine flu
virus has acquired
more virulent muta-
tions in the South
Asian country and re-
jected their concerns
over how authorities
are monitoring an out-
break of the disease.

H1N1 influenza, also
known as swine flu, has
killed more than 1 500
people in India this year,
compared with 218 in
2014. India says the strain
is the same as the one that
killed an estimated
284,000 people in the
global pandemic of 2009-
10.

Researchers from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) said in
an article on Wednesday
that the genetic informa-
tion of two Indian strains,
deposited in public data-
bases in the past two
years, revealed new muta-
tions that could make the
virus more deadly.

But India’s National
Institute of Virology said
in a statement late on
Thursday that the find-
ings were “incorrect".

“We found that the
strain analyzed in the said
publication and the se-
quence data of the origi-

nal H1N1 virus ... did not
show any of these muta-
tions,” the institute said.

The government agency
also said the strain ana-
lyzed by the U.S. scientists
had no relevance to the
current outbreak.

The MIT researchers
called for greater surveil-
lance to determine
whether the mutations
were currently present in
India.

“There is a real need for
aggressive surveillance to
ensure that the anxiety

and hysteria are brought
down,” said Ram
Sasisekharan, one of the
research paper’s authors.

“When you do real-time
surveillance,get organised
... then you can come up
with a better strategy to
respond to the virus.”

In recent weeks, India
has placed orders to in-
crease the stock of diag-
nostic kits and procured
additional doses of anti-
viral drug Oseltamivir.
Officials are investigating
the cause of the steep rise

in deaths.
Indian health ministry

officials were not immedi-
ately available to com-
ment on the MIT article.

Some other experts have
also contested its findings.

“There should be in-
creased surveillance for
influenza in India but at
the same time we should
not draw conclusions
based on the sequence
analysis of two strains,”
said Manish Kakkar of the
Public Health Foundation
of India.

AT least 10 Americans
possibly exposed to the
deadly Ebola virus were
being flown to the United
States from Sierra Leone
for observation, the U.S.
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
said on Saturday.

They will be trans-
ported by non-commercial
air transport and will be
housed near the
University of Nebraska
Medical Center in
Omaha, the National
Institutes of Health in
Maryland, or Emory
University Hospital in
Atlanta, the CDC said.

All of the individuals
who are being flown back
to the United States are
free of symptoms, the
CDC said.

A U.S. healthcare
worker who tested posi-
tive for Ebola while in
Sierra Leone arrived at
the NIH on Friday and
was in serious condition,
the NIH said.

It is not clear how the
person became infected
with Ebola, CDC said.

While the virus has
killed about 10 000 people
in Sierra Leone, Liberia
and Guinea, only a hand-
ful of cases have been
seen in the United States,
Spain and Britain.

CDC spokesman
Thomas Skinner said 10
people who may have
been exposed to the
unidentified Ebola pa-
tient or who had a similar
exposure to the virus as
the patient were being

flown to the United
States. But he said the in-
vestigation was continu-
ing and there may be
more Americans evacu-
ated from Africa.

A CDC statement said
the 10 individuals will fol-
low the center's recom-
mended monitoring and
movement guidelines
during the 21-day incuba-
tion period.

If someone shows symp-
toms, they will be trans-
ported to an Ebola treat-
ment center for evalua-
tion and care, the CDC
said.

On Friday, CDC sent a
team to Sierra Leone to
investigate how the
healthcare worker be-
came exposed, and deter-
mine who might have

been in contact with the
infected person.

CDC spokesman
Benjamin Haynes did not
know where all of the pa-
tients would be sent, but
he said the CDC is work-
ing out a plan with the
U.S. State Department to
determine who is coming
back and where they will
be sent.

The CDC said one pa-
tient was being sent to
Emory University
Hospital's special isola-
tion unit, where several
Ebola patients have al-
ready been treated.

Four others are being
sent to Nebraska Medical
Center to be near their
special isolation unit in
case they develop Ebola
symptoms.

CHICAGO – A virulent
strain of avian flu that has
killed turkeys in the heart
of the nation’s poultry re-
gion has been found
through molecular testing
to be nearly identical to
viruses isolated in migra-
tory ducks.

But some wildlife ex-
perts are skeptical of sug-
gestions that wild birds
are responsible for spread-
ing the H5N2 flu strain
that has infected poultry
in Minnesota, Missouri
and Arkansas.

A top investigator from
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) says
that testing performed by
the government supports
a conclusion that the virus
is being carried by water-
fowl along an established
migratory route that
stretches south from
Minnesota to the Gulf of
Mexico. The virus can be
transmitted to poultry
from ducks through drop-
pings that land on farms
or when birds interact,
among other ways.

"That’s the way we’re
sort of pointing right now:
to ducks as the problem,”
said Brian McCluskey,
lead epidemiologist for the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection
Service. The agency has
not, however, identified
how the disease made its
way from the ducks to do-
mestic fowl.

Experts who doubt that
wild birds are spreading
the virus note that the dis-
ease has moved from
Minnesota in the north,
south to Arkansas and
Missouri, the opposite di-
rection birds migrate
through the area in the
spring.

“When you’re talking
about where I would put
my money, I would say
that north to south move-
ment in the beginning of
March totally does not
make sense,” said Hon Ip,
a microbiologist for the
National Wildlife Health
Center.

Determining how avian
flu is spreading is crucial
to preventing future out-
breaks, protecting poultry
and limiting damage in
the $5.7 billion export
market. Already, the out-

break has prompted top
poultry importers, includ-
ing Mexico and Canada,
to widen trade restric-
tions.

Previous outbreaks on
the West Coast were
linked to wild fowl by the
USDA. But the virus can
be spread in other ways,
too, including through
contaminated trucks, hu-
mans or animal feed.
People can carry infected
material, such as feces or
even feathers, to farms on
their clothes, shoes or ve-
hicles.

Once it arrives,avian flu
can spread rapidly
through a flock, killing
birds in as little as 24
hours. The virus has not
been identified in humans
and is not expected to pose
a public health risk, ac-
cording to the USDA.

The infection in a
Minnesota turkey flock
was the first along the mi-
gratory route known as
the Mississippi flyway,
which also includes
Missouri and Arkansas –
and continues southeast
toward the major chicken
producing states of
Mississippi and Alabama.

After the Minnesota
case was identified on
March 5, the USDA organ-
ised a call to advise state
veterinarians along the
route that the virus could
be headed in their direc-
tion, said Richard Fordyce,
director of Missouri’s
Department of
Agriculture.

But wildlife experts
question whether wild
birds are moving the virus
along the flyway.

“It is extraordinarily un-
likely that avian influenza
in the turkey flock in
Minnesota has anything
to do with wild birds,” said
Lou Cornicelli, wildlife re-
search manager for the
Minnesota Division of
Fish and Wildlife . He
noted that few migratory
ducks have started arriv-
ing in Minnesota.

“I would think the in-
vestigation is going to look
more toward the biosecu-
rity issue with food or
transport,” Cornicelli
added.“The fact that there
are no ducks here would
indicate that it’s not ducks
in Minnesota.”

U.S. bird experts
mystified by
Midwest avian
flu spread

India, U.S. researchers clash
over swine flu strain mutation

At least 10 Americans being
flown to U.S. after possible
Ebola exposure

Street dweller as he cooks in front of graffiti against the H1N1 influenza, at a
streetside wall in Mumbai.
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NEW YORK – “Let It
Go” may be Walt
Disney’s anthem
these days, but
“Everything’s Coming
Up Roses” might be
the more accurate
theme song for the
Disney juggernaut.

Disney’s recent streak
continued over the week-
end with the $70.1 mil-
lion North American
debut of its traditional,
sumptuously costumed
fairy tale adaptation
“Cinderella,” according to
studio estimates Sunday.
Interest in the film, di-
rected by Kenneth
Branagh and starring
Lily James of “Downton
Abbey,” was boosted by a
“Frozen” short, “Frozen
Fever,” that played before
the feature.

Disney’s box-office
surge has been propelled
partly by the so-called
“halo effect” of “Frozen,” a
sequel to which Disney
announced last week.
But it’s also been driven
by the appeal of seeing
Disney cartoon classics
turned into live-action
fantasies. “Cinderella”
follows previous live-ac-
tion hits like “Maleficent”
(whose May 2014 debut
of $69.4 million
“Cinderella” narrowly
bested) and “Alice in
Wonderland.”

The holiday release
“Into the Woods,” from
the Stephen Sondheim
musical, added to the
live-action trend, and
many more are on the
way. “The Jungle Book,”
“Beauty and the Beast”
and “Dumbo” are all com-
ing in live action, as is a
sequel to “Alice in
Wonderland.”

Disney has also found
big profits in capitalising
on female moviegoers,
who made up the largest
chunk of “Frozen” and
“Maleficent” fans. The
audience for “Cinderella”
was 66 percent female,
Disney said.

“There is seemingly a
lot of appetite for these
stories to be told, I think,
in part because many of
them have a female pro-
tagonist and we’ve seen
there’s significant box-of-
fice success that can
come by featuring fe-
male-driven stories,” said
Dave Hollis, head of dis-

tribution at Disney.
“’Frozen Fever” was

certainly part of why
we’re seeing the kind of
success that we did this
weekend,” Hollis said. “In
and of itself, ‘Cinderella’
is absolutely a great
stand-alone experience.
But it ends up being a
one-plus-one-equals-
three thing for the con-
sumer.”

The success of
“Cinderella,” which cost
about $95 million to
make, was international.
It made $62.4 million
overseas, including $25
million in China. Disney
could also celebrate “Big
Hero 6” becoming the
top-grossing world-wide
animated release of
2014; the Oscar-winner
has made $633 million
globally.

With Disney’s high-
priced but lucrative own-
ership of Marvel,
Lucasfilm and Pixar, the
studio will be flexing its
strength throughout
2015 with releases like
“The Avengers: Age of
Ultron,” “Inside Out” and
“Star Wars: The Force
Awakens.”

“Disney is just a well-
oiled machine that is fir-
ing on all cylinders right
now,” says Paul
Dergarbedian, senior
media analyst for box-of-

fice data firm Rentrak.
“It’s about this Disney
umbrella which encom-
passes these incredible
crown jewel brands they
have. ‘Cinderella’ is just
the latest example.”

While Disney was flex-
ing its might, the powers
of another box-office
force, Liam Neeson, were
checked. Neeson’s latest
thriller, “Run All Night,”
a New York crime saga
co-starring Ed Harris,
opened with $11 million
for Warner Bros.

The film’s poor per-
formance marks the
weakest debut for the
“Taken” star as an action
film lead. Dergarbedian
noted Neeson’s appeal is
strongest in PG-13 rated
films (all three “Taken”
films, “Non-Stop"), while
weaker in R-rated re-
leases like “Run All
Night” and last year’s “A
Walk Among the
Tombstones.”

Last week’s top film,
the sci-fi thriller
“Chappie,” from “District
9” director Neill
Blomkamp, slid to fifth
with $5.8 million for
Sony Pictures.

In limited release, the
critically acclaimed inde-
pendent horror film “It
Follows” earned a robust
$163 000 on just four
screens.

A WOMAN who claims
she was assaulted by Bill
Cosby has asked law-
makers in Nevada to re-
peal the statute of limita-
tions on reporting such
crimes.

Lise-Lotte Lublin says
she passed out after the
comedian gave her two
alcoholic drinks in 1989.

She tried to file a police
complaint in January,
after hearing similar alle-
gations and concluding
something had happened
while she was uncon-
scious.

But she was told vic-
tims were required to file
a report within four
years.

“I now understand that
the law prevents the vic-
tim in my circumstances
from seeking justice,” she
told a Judiciary
Committee on Friday.

“Why would the law want
to prevent me from seek-
ing justice?”

“Who is protecting the
victim?” she continued.
“The law is on his side.”

She asked legislators to
repeal the law in order to
protect future victims.

Even if her request was
successful, Lublin would
not benefit, as any change
to the law would not be
retrospective.

“I want to empower vic-
tims, period,” she said,
“regardless of what hap-
pens for me.”

Assemblywoman Irene
Bustamante Adams, who
is sponsoring the bill, said
it was necessary because
women face major emo-
tional trauma following a
sexual assault, and it can
take years before they
feel comfortable with con-
tacting the police.

Judiciary chairman Ira
Hansen asked that Cosby
not be named during
Lublin’s testimony, saying
the hearing was not a
trial.

However, Lublin had
made her allegations
public in February at a
press conference with at-
torney Gloria Allred, who
represents several of
Cosby’s accusers.

Allred also testified for
the bill, as did Lublin’s
husband, Benjamin.

More than 20 women
have come forward in re-
cent months to level vari-
ous accusations against
Cosby, ranging from un-
wanted advances to sex-
ual assault.

The comedian has not
been charged in any of
the cases, and has denied
the allegations against
him.

SAM Smith has stopped
Madonna from topping
the UK album chart,
denying her the 12th
number one of her ca-
reer.

Madonna’s latest
album, Rebel Heart, had
been in pole position
throughout the week, but
Smith’s In The Lonely
Hour sneaked ahead at
the last minute.

His record undoubt-
edly received a boost
after he performed his
new single, Lay Me
Down, with John Legend
on Friday night’s Comic
Relief show.

In the end, he beat
Madonna by 12 000
sales, the Official Chart
Company said.

In The Lonely Hour
has now spent six sepa-

rate spells at number
one - a record for a male
solo artist.

Only three other al-
bums have done better -
Simon and Garfunkel’s
Bridge Over Troubled
Water, which topped the
charts on eight occasions;
followed by Adele’s 21
and Emeli Sande’s Our
Version Of Events, both
of which managed seven.

Disney’s ‘Cinderella’
debuts with $70.1m
at box office

Bill Cosby accuser 
Lise-Lotte Lublin seeks
change in law

Sam Smith denies
Madonna her 12th
number one album

Lise-Lotte Lublin (left) was accompanied by lawyer Gloria Allred, who represents
several of Cosby’s accusers.

Movie flyer from Disney’s Cinderella



DEAR JANE,
I am 23 years old and

have been friends with a
particular guy since we
were five years old. In fact,
you could say that we are
best friends. We basically
have never argued despite
the amount of time we
spend together, which is
great but there is one thing
that I cannot bear any
longer – his driving.

He drives too fast be-
cause he seems to like the
danger,does ridiculous ma-
neuvers,goes way too close
to the car in front of us and
worst of all he runs red
lights sometimes late at
night. We live near each
other and we made a deal
that when we go out, he
would drive one week and

I drive the next, which
seems pretty sensible to us
since we’re going to the
same place, so why take
two cars but his ‘driving’ is
really making me a little
scared although nothing
has happened so far.When
I chide him, he tells me to
‘chill out’ and that I drive
like a granny, which is not
true.

I am tired of being a bun-
dle of nerves, after putting
my life in danger.Help! Do
I stop going in the same car
as him if he’s driving? I am
afraid this could affect our
friendship.

DEADLY BUDDY.

DEAR DEADLY
BUDDY,

Your friend is putting
not only your life in
danger but his life as
well. He does not ap-
pear to be mature
enough to be behind the
wheel. You have stated
that you have told him
of your great discom-
fort and if he is not
going to make any ef-
fort to drive in a more
sensible way, you
should go in separate
cars even though you
live in the same area.

I am sure that to be
your friend he has
many lovely qualities

and you have forged a
good friendship but it is
time to tell him that you
will continue driving
like a ‘granny’ as he put
it and he can continue
his unsafe driving.
Losing your life is not
worth it, I only hope
that he soon sees the
light and so that he
doesn’t end up in a ter-
rible accident, possible
affecting other people
on the road at the time.
The rules of the road
exist to save lives.

JANE.
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Friend drives
too fast
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SPORTSSPORTS
WEST Indies secured a
place in the World Cup
quarter-finals with a
comfortable, if uncon-
vincing, victory over
the United Arab
Emirates.

The UAE crumbled to
26-5 in Napier as Windies
captain Jason Holder took
4-27.

But Nasir Aziz and
Amjad Javed exploited
some ragged bowling to
add a record-tying 107 for
the seventh wicket and lift
the associates to 175 all
out.

Johnson Charles and
Jonathan Carter struck
fifties as the Windies
eased home by six wickets
in 30.3 overs.

In reaching their target
inside 36.2 overs, West
Indies went through on
net run rate, although
their passage was not con-
firmed until Pakistan beat
Ireland by seven wickets
in Sunday’s final Pool B
contest in Adelaide.

West Indies’ perform-
ance did little to suggest
they will be a match for
Brendon McCullum’s un-
beaten New Zealand side
in Wellington on 21
March.

The inconsistency that
has blighted their cam-
paign was again in evi-
dence as a wayward spell
from Kemar Roach helped
the UAE get back into the
game after Holder and
Jerome Taylor had blown
away their top order with
some high-class pace bowl-
ing.

There was also a show of
dissent from former cap-
tain Darren Sammy when
he reacted badly to being
pulled from the attack
after one over and earned
himself a talking-to from
Holder.

By that point, the UAE
were in the midst of an im-
pressive recovery in which
Aziz and Javed equalled
their own team’s record for
the highest World Cup
seventh-wicket stand, set

against Ireland in
Brisbane in February.

Aziz top-scored in his
first one-day innings,
while Javed reached 50 for
the first time with seven
fours and a huge six,when
he planted Taylor into the
stands over long-on.

Their partnership was
finally ended in the 41st
over and the Windies
wrapped up the tail effi-
ciently as Taylor dismissed
captain Mohammad
Tauqir for his third wicket
of the day.

With Chris Gayle side-
lined by a back injury,
Charles was handed an
opportunity at the top of
the West Indies order, and
he kick-started the run
chase with a four and a six
in the first over on his way
to a 34-ball half-century.

Although Dwayne
Smith and Marlon
Samuels once again
posted low scores, and the
experiment of moving
Andrew Russell up the
order did not pay off,
Carter found some fluency
to guide them home with
his maiden ODI fifty.

West Indies captain
Jason Holder said,“I’m ex-
tremely pleased with the
way the guys came out
and played. We needed to
win by a certain margin.

We had to show positive
intent.We knew we had to
finish the game inside 36
overs and we did it.

“New Zealand would be
a big test.They are playing
some very good cricket.”

Meanwhile, UAE cap-
tain Mohammad Tauqir, in
looking back, stated
“When West Indies put us
in to bat first, they took
good advantage of the
bowling conditions.

“At 46-6 it was difficult
to recover but it was a good
effort by Amjad Javed and
Nasir Aziz. Amjad been
very consistent through-
out the tournament and
has been a positive for us.

“It was a decent per-
formance for us in this
tournament, a good learn-
ing experience and it has
been very enjoyable.”

WEST Indies Captain
Jason Holder down-
played the stand-off be-
tween Darren Sammy
and himself in yester-
day’s six-wicket win over
the United Arab
Emirates, describing it as
‘just some banter on the
field.’

“At that stage you just
wanted to have some fun
and unfortunately it did-
n’t look the way it seemed
but we are all good. We
are very good mates and
we just had a tussle
there; it was just the heat

of the moment, in a cru-
cial game but we shook
hands at the end of the
day and still smile to-
gether,” said Holder.

Johnson Charles
scored 55 in his first
match of the World Cup
and Jonathan Carter and
unbeaten 50 as the West
Indies scored 176-4 in
reply to the UAE’s 175 all
out. That result, coupled
with Pakistan’s win over
Ireland, ensured that the
regional side will ad-
vance to the quarterfi-
nals.

Charles, who was a late
replacement for Darren
Bravo who is suffering
from a hamstring injury,
noted that he was play-
ing well back in the
Caribbean and the match
against the UAE didn’t
feel much different.

“It is a different atmos-
phere in New Zealand
and I just had to make
the adjustment. So I had
a couple days in the nets
and did some work and
just went out there today
and back myself,’ said
Charles. (PG)

West Indies win to reach quarter-finals

Just fun between
Holder and Sammy

Jason Holder struck twice in the sixth over

Johnson Charles plays through the offside

Nasir Aziz was playing in his third ODI, but had never
previously batted
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PAKISTAN lost their opening
two matches of the World Cup;
Ireland won their opening two
matches. But it was the former
who progressed to the quarter-
finals with a reasonably pol-
ished seven-wicket victory in
Adelaide to mean that the
knockouts will be populated
solely by Full Members.

An opening stand of 120 en-
sured against any concerns for
Pakistan and Sarfraz Ahmed,
just two matches into his come-
back, struck his maiden ODI
hundred - their first century of
the tournament - although it
was reached in slightly farcical
scenes as Umar Akmal blocked
ball after ball when it appeared
Sarfraz would finish short.
Ireland’s spirit never dimmed,
but there were some resigned
looks long before Umar finally
clubbed the winning boundary.

On the biggest day of Ireland’s
cricket history their captain
William Porterfield had stood
tall with his seventh ODI hun-
dred,but the next best score was
Gary Wilson’s 29 and ultimately
the skill of the Pakistan quick
bowlers, even without the in-
jured Mohammad Irfan, pre-
vailed especially at the death.

The pacemen have been cen-
tral to Pakistan’s recovery after
the heavy opening defeats to
India and West Indies and this
time the last ten overs of the in-
nings brought 49 for 5 with just
three fours and a six against
outstanding death bowling from
Rahat Ali, Sohail Khan and
Wahab Riaz. However, Ireland
would also ponder the number of
well-struck shots that hit field-
ers - more than half the deliver-
ies in the innings were dots -
and they struggled to rotate the
strike.

In contrast to Pakistan,
Ireland’s bowling is comfortably
their weakest department. A
chase of 238 was enough that a
couple of early wickets would
have created some jitters but,
like against India, they could
not break the opening stand be-
fore significant damage had
been done.The first seven overs
brought 28 runs against Alex
Cusack and John Mooney, then
Sarfraz and Ahmed Shehzad
began to cut loose.

George Dockrell’s introduc-
tion, for the tenth over, marked
a change in tempo as Shehzad
and Sarfraz collected two bound-
aries apiece. It was smart play
because on a pitch where the
ball had occasionally stopped, or
gripped, Dockrell should have
been a key weapon for Ireland
but he was not given the chance
to settle.

Ireland’s first chance to break
through was spurned when
Wilson, standing up the stumps
to Kevin O’Brien, dropped

Sarfraz on 37. By the time
Shehzad pulled straight to mid-
on against Stuart Thompson,
Pakistan were half way to the
target and Haris Sohail’s run
out two overs later was only a
momentary blip.

Sarfraz had hit three bound-
aries by the end of the tenth over
and did not add to that until the
37th when he took back-to-back
fours off Cusack. It was a sign of
how he calmly worked the field
and judged that there was no
need for anything reckless.
Misbah-ul-Haq was more ag-
gressive and the pair added 82
before Misbah trod on his
stumps, but by then it had long
been obvious there would not be
scenes to match Jamaica 2007,
almost eight years ago to the
day.

Porterfield opened that day at
Sabina Park and batted 100
minutes for 13. This time his
hundred was the first by an
Associate captain at a World
Cup. It was an innings of im-
mense character and compo-
sure, but had similarities with
his previous ODI century -
against a Full Member,
England, and ending in defeat.

He scored at a consistent pace
throughout, the fifty coming off
59 balls and his hundred from
124. He could have been caught
on 84 had Rahat moved faster at
third man to intercept an upper
cut or run out on 94 with a bet-
ter throw from Sarfraz, but the
three-figure moment came
when his punchy drive burst
through Wahab’s left hand in
the follow through.

The early passage of Ireland’s
innings was a case of Porterfield

dominating the scoring but not
finding a long-term ally. Paul
Stirling has been unable to build
on the aggressive 92 he made in
the opening match against West
Indies and this time he was
caught on the crease playing
across a full delivery from
Ehsan Adil in his second over of
the tournament.

Porterfield’s pulling was a
stand-out feature, but Ed Joyce
did not find the same success
when he was caught out by the
extra pace of Wahab and top
edged to point. Then, with an-
other stand starting to build,
and the run rate very accept-
able, Niall O’Brien drove to
cover when a ball from Rahat
stopped in the surface.

Although Pakistan’s catching
was generally safe, their ground-
fielding left plenty to be desired.
But a misfield in the deep
played a role in the fourth
wicket when Porterfield made
the most of a fumble in the deep
to take three which gave the
strike to Balbirnie, who top
edged a sweep off Sohail’s fourth
delivery to short fine-leg.

Porterfield went into the 90s
with a sweet drive wide of mid-
off but his demise, pulling low to
Shahid Afridi at mid-on the over
after reaching his hundred,
began Ireland’s slide as
Pakistan’s expertise in the late
overs shone through. Ireland’s
last chance of a strong finish
rested with Kevin O’Brien but
the accuracy of Sohail and
Wahab kept him quiet. He was
dropped on 7 by Ehsan at deep
square-leg but fell next delivery
when he spliced a pull to mid-
wicket.

William Porterfield, the
Ireland captain, has ques-
tioned “the point in keep-
ing going” for Associate na-
tions if the ICC does not re-
verse its decision to cut the
next World Cup to 10
teams.

Ireland left the Adelaide
Oval defeated but proud
after losing by seven wickets
to Pakistan in the final Group
B match. But their real
concern was not that they
had been knocked out of
the World Cup, but eliminated
from all future World Cups.

In this tournament, Ireland
were eventually exposed by
the paucity of their own attack
and a Pakistan seam unit that
provided a masterclass in
death bowling.

But, in the longer term, they
face a far more substantial foe:
the governing body that seems
determined to keep them
weak; the governing body
that is run for the self  
interest of the few richest
members and offers no more
than lip service towards the
rest.

Certainly that is the view of
Porterfield. Fresh from scor-
ing a century against
Pakistan, Porterfield renewed
his attack on the ICC’s deci-
sion to limit the next World
Cup - scheduled to be staged in
England in 2019 - to just 10
teams.

While Porterfield feels there
has been growing criticism of
the ICC’s stance -  Steve
Waugh, Martin Crowe and
Sachin Tendulkar are the lat-
est former players to recom-
mend the inclusion of more
teams - he fears the issue will
fade in the public conscious-
ness once the World Cup is
over.

In particular, Porterfield
highlighted the irony of the
scheduling of the next tourna-
ment. Despite featuring fewer
teams, it  will  actually be
longer than the current event.
And, as he sees it, if the ICC is
insistent on limiting the show-
piece ODI event, then all the
countries outside the 10 Full
Members might as well not
bother to play.

“I’m sure the ICC are hoping
everything blows over in the
next few weeks and they don’t
hear much from us,”

Porterfield said. “And then it’s
just as easy to brush it under
the carpet.

“But I think something has
to be done if they want to grow
the game. Everyone wants to
know what their vision for the
game is, because if they cut
the teams in world competi-
tions, why not just have 10
teams playing cricket and
every other country in the
world doesn’t bother?

"The next World Cup is two
or three days longer than this
World Cup. So if you’ve got
four fewer teams and your
competition drags out longer,
that’s not an excuse for cut-
ting the number of teams.

“It’ll be interesting to see
what their vision is and what
their thoughts are behind the
10-team competition and what
value there is for other teams
playing outside of the top 10.”

The frustration for
Porterfield is that Ireland
have continued to improve and
develop but appear to have fu-
ture opportunities blocked.
Even in this World Cup, de-
spite not reaching the quar-
ter-final stages, they have
beaten two Full Member sides
- West Indies and Zimbabwe -
which is two more than
England managed.

“The ICC is the
International Cricket
Council,” Porterfield said.
“That’s global. They’ve got to
develop the game. There’s a lot
of countries out there that
have done a lot of work over
the last number of years.
We’ve shown what we can do
when we get to these competi-
tions with the minimal fix-
tures that we’ve had.

“I think when we do get
more fixtures then we’re only
going to keep improving, and
it’s going to be the same with
every other country. You’ve got
to keep growing the game.

“If you cut World Cups from
the agenda, then what’s the
point really in us keeping
going? I think it’s the wrong
move. I think a lot of people
have spoken out and said that
it is the wrong move. And not
just from Associate countries,
from Test-playing nations and
a lot of influential people, too.

“So I don’t think the ICC can
just ignore that. I don’t think
it’s right. It needs to change."

‘No point
playing if
World Cup
reduced’

Sarfraz hundred sends
Pakistan into quarters

Sarfraz Ahmed acknowledges the crowd after his maiden ODI
hundred,
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SRI Lanka’s batsmen
have the most runs and
appearances of any top
order in the competition.
Lasith Malinga has more
wickets than any other
quick still alive in the
tournament. Sri Lanka
have relied on that expe-
rience to move past the
softer opponents in their
group, but as the tourna-
ment heads into sudden
death now, they believe
they have a further ad-
vantage. In the two most
recent World Cups, Sri
Lanka have played five
knockout matches, win-
ning three and losing
both finals. No other
team has played more
than three.

In addition to their
progress to consecutive
World Cup finals, Sri
Lanka have also ap-
peared in three World
T20 finals and a semi-
final since 2009. It is this
group’s ability to seize
key moments that sets
them apart, coach
Marvan Atapattu has
said.

“I’ve been with these
players for four years
now, and we’ve come to so
many big tournament
matches where we have
to win,” he said. “I’ve seen
people raise their game,
and I’ve seen people raise
the whole team. I see no
difference this time, and
because I’ve seen that I
have confidence in these
guys doing it again.

When it comes to pulling
together and working to-
wards a common goal,
we’re among the best.

“If you count the num-
ber of matches that all of
us have had within the
15, it’s more than any
other team in the compe-
tition. So for them hav-
ing been so long in the
system, and played so
many World Cup and
knockout games, they
know how to cope with
pressure, and they know
exactly how to prepare
for that.”

Among the men
Marvan Atapattu
marked out as a “big
match player” is Lasith
Malinga - Sri Lanka’s top
wicket-taker in the tour-
nament. He had begun
the World Cup with a
mediocre showing
against New Zealand,
when he collected figures
of 0 for 84. But while he is
yet to consistently bowl
quicker than 140 kph, he
has 11 wickets at an av-
erage of 20.64 from his
five most recent outings.

“Lasith feels confident,

which is the most impor-
tant thing,” Atapattu
said. “You may not see
the same speed that he
got two or three years
back, but that’s some-
thing that everybody, in-
cluding the greats, have
had to face. Lasith is
somebody who, come the
big game, can rise up to
that. He’s somebody that
is looking forward to hav-
ing a good performance.
He’s a matchwinner, and
I’m sure he’ll live up to
that.”

Sri Lanka’s batting ap-

pears by some distance
their strongest suit in the
approach to the knock-
outs. Their top four have
hit eight centuries be-
tween them - four of
those belonging to
Kumar Sangakkara. Sri
Lanka have also raised
four 300-plus scores on
the trot, and though the
dominance of the top
order has precluded the
men lower down from
time in the middle,
Atapattu expressed confi-
dence in the batting blue-
print that has brought

Sri Lanka this far.
"We all knew what we

were capable of when it
came to batting. It’s just a
matter of clicking and
winning at the right
time.When you have four
guys out of seven firing,
that tells a story. You
can’t have all seven guys
to fire. In different com-
petitions, people get into
form and it’s their re-
sponsibility to take the
team to big scores, and to
ensure the chases are
being done successfully.
That has been happen-
ing, and that’s always a
good sign.”

Sri Lanka have been
shaken by multiple in-
juries during the tourna-
ment, the most recent of
which was Dinesh
Chandimal’s hamstring
injury. In his place, Sri
Lanka have flown in
Kusal Perera, who has
more often featured as an
opener at this level.
However, Kusal has bat-
ted in the middle order
for his domestic side. If
he plays in the XI, he is
most likely to come to the
crease at no. 5 or later.

“I always believe that
if you’re good enough you
should be able to bat any-
where from no. 1 to no. 7
without a problem,”
Atapattu said. “Given the
other batsmen and
what’s required for the
team, it might be the case
that Kusal has to bat
lower.”

‘We know how to cope with pressure’ - Atapattu

Marvan Atapattu has marked out Lasith Malinga as a key big-match player for Sri Lanka

WINDWARD Islands
Volcanoes, starting
the day on 107 with-
out loss off 32 overs,
were 394 for eight off
122 overs in reply to a
first innings total of
480 all out off 152.2
overs by Barbados
Pride at the close of
play on the third day
of their ninth and
penultimate round
WICB PCL first-class
match at Kensington
Oval today.

The not out batsmen
were Denis Smith on 25
and Mervin Matthew,
three.

Tyrone Theophile, who
resumed on 51, was
bowled off stump by a
full length ball from fast
bowler Miguel Cummins
in the second over with
the second new ball, for

125 (269-1; 81.4 overs).
Keddy Lesporis,

sweeping, was leg before
wicket by off-spinner
Ashley Nurse for 12
(305-2; 88 overs).

Devon Smith, pulling,
was well caught low at
midwicket by Roston
Chase off medium-pacer
Kevin Stoute for 151
from his overnight 45
(309-3; 88.2 overs).

Dalton Polius, playing
back to one which kept
low, was leg before
wicket by Nurse for five
(326-4; 95.5 overs).

Romel Currency, cut-
ting, was caught at first
slip by Kraigg
Brathwaite off Stoute for
ten (330-5; 96.3 overs).

Liam Sebastien, push-
ing forward, was caught
at the wicket by Shane
Dowrich off Nurse for 14

(352-6; 107.4 overs).
Shane Shillingford, es-

saying a heave,
was caught by Dowrich
off Nurse for one (354-7;
111.1 overs).

And Alston Bobb,
driving, was caught at
point by Shamarh
Brooks off pacer Tino
Best for 18 (390-8; 120.3
overs).

Theophile f irst
reached his century in
291 minutes off 215 balls
with 13 fours and two
sixes with the score 218
in the 71st over. All told
he batted for 341 min-
utes, faced 245 balls and
struck 17 fours and two
sixes.

Left-hander Devon
Smith got to his hundred
in 296 minutes off 223
balls with 13 fours and
one six. The score was

then 222 off 71.2 overs.
His half-century took
150 minutes off 103 balls
with seven fours and one
six.

Devon Smith was at
the crease for 380 min-
utes, received 286 balls
and hit 17 tours and one
six.

Bowling: Best 15-3-
54-1 (nb2), Cummins 19-
2-75-1 (w1, nb8), Stoute
21-6-66-2 (nb8), Nurse
32-5-90-4 (nb4),
Warrican 22-6-56-0,
Chase 8-0-31-0,
Brathwaite 4-0-7-0,
Brooks 1-0-8-0.

Johnson 18-4-80-1
(nb6), Matthew 28-7-54-
3 (w1), Shillingford 42.2-
6-136-2 (nb1), Bobb 41-
7-111-1, Sebastien 21-0-
81-2 (nb4), Polius 2-0-10-
0.

Windward Volcanoes on 107
without loss

BARBADOS PRIDE 1st innings
*K. Brathwaite c Lesporis b Johnson............................................1
K. Corbin b Matthew......................................................................0
S. Hope c Matthew b Shillingford..............................................211
S. Brooks run out (Sebastien)...................................................124
R. Chase b Bobb..........................................................................41
+S. Dowrich c Devon Smith b Matthew ......................................28
K. Stoute c Denis Smith b Matthew...............................................5
A. Nurse c Matthew b Shillingford.............................................. 29
T. Best c Lesporis b Sebastien.....................................................21
J. Warrican b Sebastien.................................................................0
M. Cummins not out .....................................................................0
Extras (b5, lb3, w1, nb11)...........................................................20
TOTAL (all out, 152.2 overs)....................................................480

WINDWARD ISLANDS VOLCANOES1st innings (overnight 107-0)
Devon Smith c Chase b Stoute................................................. 151
T. Theophile b Cummins............................................................125
K. Lesporis lbw b Nurse ..............................................................12
D. Polius lbw b Nurse....................................................................5
R. Currency c Brathwaite b Stoute ..............................................10
*L. Sebastien c wk Dowrich b Nurse...........................................14
+Dennis Smith not out ................................................................25
S. Shillingford c wk Dowrich b Nurse............................................1
A. Bobb c Brooks b Best..............................................................18
M. Matthew not out .......................................................................3
Extras (lb7, w1, nb22).................................................................30
TOTAL (8 wks, 122 overs) ..........................................................94

Umpires: Peter Nero (Trinidad & Tobago), Verdayne Smith (Jamaica).
Standby: Jonathan Blades.
Match referee: Mervyn Jones.

SCORECARD
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TWICE winner Maria
Sharapova and reign-
ing champion Flavia
Pennetta advanced to
the third round of the
BNP Paribas Open on
Saturday, though in
sharply contrasting
fashion.

Russian Sharapova, the
second seed, made a fast
start to overpower Belgian
Yanina Wickmayer early
on but then ran into much
stiffer resistance before
grinding out a 6-1 7-5 win
after one hour and 45 min-
utes of baseline battle.

Fifteenth-seeded Italian
Pennetta overcame an ini-
tial bout of nerves to finish
strong as she launched
her title defense with a
commanding 6-4 6-2 win
over American Madison
Brengle in the first match
of the day on the stadium
court.

Sharapova, champion at

Indian Wells in 2006 and
2013, broke Wickmayer’s
serve three times to sweep
through the opening set in
just over half an hour, a
crunching forehand cross-
court winner putting her
ahead 6-1.

However, the Belgian
was a very different propo-
sition in the second set
which went comfortably
with serve until a
marathon 10th game
where Wickmayer saved
four match points before
holding to level at 5-5.

Sharapova held serve to
lead 6-5 and finally con-
verted a sixth match point
in the 12th when the
Belgian hit a backhand
long.

“She’s a tough oppo-
nent,” world number two
Sharapova said in a court-
side interview. “She hits
the ball quite hard and
has an unbelievable serve.

I started the match well
but the second set was a
different story.”

The Russian will next
meet Victoria Azarenka of
Belarus, who brushed
aside Belgian Kirsten
Flipkens 6-2 6-4.

DOUBLES PROWESS
Pennetta, best known

for her doubles prowess,
broke Brengle’s serve once
in a tightly contested
opening set and twice
more in the second to
wrap up victory in 75 min-

utes at a sun-drenched
Indian Wells Tennis
Garden.

“I was nervous in the be-
ginning,” the 33-year-old
from Brindisi, a winner of
10 WTA titles, said after
ending the match with a
rasping forehand cross-
court winner.

“Last year here, I played
so well and I have such
good memories. This
morning I woke up and I
was a little bit shaky. So I
was trying to be focused

on what I had to do, and
not rush.”

Pennetta will next face
Australian Samantha
Stosur, who beat
American wildcard Taylor
Townsend 6-4 6-2.

In Saturday’s evening
encounter, sixth-seeded
Canadian Eugenie
Bouchard eased past
Czech qualifier Lucie
Hradecka 6-2 6-2.

The 21-year-old
Bouchard, who reached
the last four in Australia

and France as well as the
Wimbledon final in 2014,
broke her opponent’s serve
three times in each set to
wrap up victory in under
an hour.

In other matches, fourth
seed Caroline Wozniacki
of Denmark battled past
Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur 7-
6(3) 6-4 and fifth-seeded
Serb Ana Ivanovic, the
2008 champion here,ham-
mered Kazakhstan’s Yulia
Putintseva 6-3 6-1.

AUSTRALIAN Open
champion and top seed
Novak Djokovic launched
his BNP Paribas Open
title defense in ruthless
style on Saturday, crush-
ing Cypriot Marcos
Baghdatis 6-1 6-3 in the
second round.

Playing near-flawless
tennis from the baseline,
the Serb broke his oppo-
nent twice in each set to
coast to victory in just
under an hour on the
showpiece stadium court
at the Indian Wells Tennis
Garden.

Fourth seed Andy
Murray erased memories
of early losses at the venue
with a 6-1 6-3 demolition
of CanadianVasek Pospisil
and Japanese trailblazer
Kei Nishikori recovered
from an erratic start to
beat American Ryan
Harrison 6-4 6-4.

Djokovic, seeking a
fourth title at Indian
Wells,breezed through the
opening set in just 25 min-
utes before sealing the win
when Baghdatis hit a

backhand long on the sec-
ond match point.

“It went very well for
me, a very solid perform-
ance from the beginning,”
the world number one said
courtside after improving
his record this season to
15-2.

“I served well and from
the baseline I didn’t give
Marcos many chances to
come back in the match.
Great performance
against a quality oppo-
nent, against somebody
that was a former top-10
player and that knows
how to play on a big stage.

"Of course, having won
the title in Australia, it al-
lows me to have and carry
this confidence into every
other event that is coming
up in the season.”

Murray broke Pospisil’s
serve three times in the
opening set and twice in
the second to ease to vic-
tory in 79 minutes on a
sweltering afternoon.

Ousted in the opening
round in 2011 and 2012,
the 27-year-old Scot hit 14

winners and won five of
his nine break point
chances to dominate the
match.

SMART MATCH
“I’ve struggled a bit in

the last few years here so
I decided to try and play a
very solid match and ad-
just to the conditions,”
world number four
Murray said. “It was very
hot and that made the ball

pretty lively.
“Controlling the ball

isn’t that easy. I thought I
played quite a smart
match.”

Nishikori, who became
the first Asian male to
reach a grand slam singles
final at the U.S. Open last
year, broke Harrison five
times while losing his own
serve on three occasions
before sealing his win in

just under an hour and a
half.

“It was a bit up and
down but I played well in
the second set,” said the
25-year-old Japanese. “I
was playing almost a per-
fect game.”

The fifth seed, who lost
to Marin Cilic in last year’s
U.S.Open final before end-
ing a landmark season
with four ATP World Tour
titles, will next play

Spaniard Fernando
Verdasco, who beat
Australia’s James
Duckworth 6-2 7-6.

In other matches, 10th-
seeded Croatian Cilic,back
on the circuit after being
troubled by a shoulder in-
jury, was upset 6-4 6-4 by
Argentine Juan Monaco
while eighth-seeded
Spaniard David Ferrer
battled past Croatia’s Ivan
Dodig 4-6 6-1 7-6.

Sharapova,
Pennetta and
Bouchard
progress

Seeds Djokovic, Murray and
Nishikori all advance

Maria Sharapova (RUS) during her second round match against Yanina Wickmayer (BEL) 

Andy Murray (GBR) during his 2nd round match
against Vasek Pospisil (CAN)

Novak Djokovic (SRB) during his second round
match against Marcos Baghdatis (CYP)



THE men’s 20 kilometers
race walk world record
was broken for the second
time in a week yesterday
when Japan’s Yusuke
Suzuki set a new mark at
the Asian Race Walking
Championships.

Exactly a week after
Frenchman Yohann Diniz
set a mark of 1:17:02 in
Arles, the 27-year-old
Suzuki shaved almost
half a minute off it to fin-
ish in a time of 1:16:36 in
his hometown of Nomi,

Ishikawa Prefecture.
Suzuki, a renowned fast

starter, blasted away from
the outset, covering the
first six km in 22:53 and
going through the
halfway mark in a na-
tional 10 km record of

38:05.
His blistering pace

dropped off slightly with
around four km to go but
he finished strongly to
record his third Asian title
after victories in 2010 and
2013.

LEWIS Hamilton’s
world championship
defense got off to a fly-
ing start yesterday
with a crushing vic-
tory for Mercedes in
the season-opening
Australian Grand Prix
as Formula One rivals
succumbed to a farci-
cal rash of reliability
problems.

Pole-sitter Hamilton
started from a grid re-
duced to 15 cars from a
possible 20 and cruised to
his 34th race win with a
1.3-second gap to runner-
up team mate Nico
Rosberg.

With Mercedes enjoy-
ing a Sunday stroll,
Sebastian Vettel finished
third – 34 seconds behind
Hamilton – on his Ferrari
debut after winning a
battle for the podium
with Williams driver
Felipe Massa.

Ferrari’s cheer was
tempered, however, by
two botched tire changes
for Kimi Raikkonen, the

second forcing the Finn
to retire when fifth late in
the race due to his left
rear wheel not being
properly attached.

Interviewed on the
podium by Arnold
Schwarzenegger, the
Hollywood ‘Terminator’,
Hamilton said it was
great to be back on top.

“It is an incredible feel-
ing to continue winning,”
he said.

Max Verstappen’s
record-setting turn as the
youngest ever F1 driver
ended on a sour note
when the Dutch 17-year-
old rolled to a stop near
the pit entry after com-
plaining of smoke in the
cockpit of his Toro Rosso.

Only 11 cars finished,
with both Lotus drivers
out before the end of the
first lap on an embarrass-
ing day for a series that
prides itself on being the
pinnacle of motorsport.

McLaren’s Kevin
Magnussen, standing in
for the absent Fernando

Alonso, and Red Bull’s
Daniil Kvyat were unable
to start after both suf-
fered failures on their for-
mation laps.

The two Manor
Marussia cars were
scratched on Saturday
after failing to partici-
pate in qualifying or any
practice sessions, while
Williams driver Valtteri
Bottas was ruled out of
the race with a back in-
jury less than an hour be-
fore the start.

After a chaotic start
that saw Lotus driver
Pastor Maldonado crash
into the barrier on turn
two after being nudged
from behind, Hamilton
and Rosberg sped away
from the chasing pack.

Opening a 15-second
gap to third placed Felipe
Massa after the 20th lap,
Hamilton successfully
kept his team mate
Rosberg at arm’s length.

Following a week of
legal battles, Sauber
were buoyed by a fifth

place finish for Brazilian
rookie Felipe Nasr, gain-
ing their first points since
2013.

It was the best finish
by a Sauber rookie, with
Nasr’s team mate Marcus
Ericsson and Red Bull’s
Carlos Sainz also earning
their first points by fin-
ishing eighth and ninth
respectively.

Local hero Daniel
Ricciardo had a terrible
start and his Red Bull
lacked pace but he bat-
tled hard to finish sixth
in front of home fans.

It was a dark day for
Honda-powered
McLaren, however, with
Jenson Button finishing
last of the 11 cars and
lapped twice by Hamilton

and the leaders.
Force India driver

Sergio Perez had an
eventful afternoon, being
instructed to drop back
two places after over-tak-
ing illegally when the
safety car was out early.

He then overcame a
collision with Button in a
battle to avoid the indig-
nity of last place.
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Men’s 20km walk record falls once
again, Suzuki sets new mark

(L to R) Second placed Mercedes Formula One driver Nico Rosberg of
Germany, race winner Mercedes Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of
Britain and third placed Ferrari Formula One driver Sebastian Vettel of
Germany pose on the podium after the Australian F1 Grand Prix at the Albert
Park circuit in Melbourne yesterday.

VOLVO OCEAN RACE or-
ganizers have launched a
24-hour watch system on
their fleet but latest pre-
dictions yesterday indi-
cated that the worst of
Cyclone Pam was likely to
miss Auckland after
wreaking havoc in the
South Pacific.

The global offshore race’s
official meteorologist,
Gonzalo Infante, said that
a change of course by the
deadly weather system
would keep the eye of the
storm around 200 nautical
miles from the New
Zealand city where the six
boats are currently
moored.

Organizers had already
been forced to postpone
yesterday’s scheduled start
of Leg 5 to Itajaí by almost
two days because of
Cyclone Pam,which struck
the island of Vanuatu with
devastating effect at the
end of last week.

Latest aid agency reports
indicate that at least eight
people have been killed in
Vanuatu with some 90 per-

cent of houses in the capi-
tal Port Vila destroyed or
damaged.

Race management and
operations team have a
round-the-clock watch sys-
tem of personnel on
Auckland’s viaduct to mon-
itor the weather and its ef-
fect on the boats.

“We now don’t expect the
impact in Auckland to be as
high as first feared,” said
Infante.

“Readings around 20
miles north of Auckland
have been about 50 knots
(92.6 kph) and the impact
predictions in Auckland
have been downgraded.

Skippers on the six boats
–Abu Dhabi Ocean Racing,
Dongfeng Race Team
(China), Team Brunel
(Netherlands), Team
Alvimedica (Turkey/U.S.),
MAPFRE (Spain) and
Team SCA (Sweden) – will
meet on Monday evening
in New Zealand to discuss
with race management if
it is safe enough to sail
from Auckland the follow-
ing day.

Hamilton wins
season-opening
Australian GP

Japan’s Yusuke Suzuki poses next to a electric time board showing his record after breaking the 20-
kilometer race walk world record at the IAAF Race Walking Challenge, in Nomi, central Japan.

Global race organizers
on 24-hour 
Cyclone Pam alert



REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom Building 2 - 2
Bedrooms 1 Bathroom
4,736 sq. ft. $300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two
storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms
building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
Apartment $1,600.00
monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 16/03/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

2002 HYUNDAI GETZ at
Courtesy Garage at 1:00pm

2009 TOYOTA HILUX at
NASSCO at 1:15pm

2002 NISSAN ALMERA
(WORKING) at ICBL Crash Lot
at 1:30pm

1996 HONDA ODESSY
(WORKING), 2005 HONDA
GETZ VAN at Jones Garage at
1:45pm 

CALL:231-1928

PAINTING
SERVICES

Experienced Painter/Labourer 
of 30 years.

Please call:828-5529/435-6772

NOTICES NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES
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WELLINGTON –
Afghanistan have
exceeded expectations
at their first World
Cup but need to keep
playing against top
sides to maintain
momentum and
become a real force in
the game, coach Andy
Moles said recently.

Afghanistan proved
competitive in their
tournament debut,

including posting a win
against Scotland, even
though the minnow
nation only contested
their first one-day
international in 2009.

Moles said his players,
many of whom learned
their cricket in refugee
camps, were passionate
about showing the world
there was more to their
country than war and
unrest.

Afghanistan must build
on Cricket World Cup
success, says Moles

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=80337&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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GEORGE Coetzee re-
corded a final round 65
on his home course at
Pretoria Country Club,
to win the Tshwane
Open yesterday, seeing
off the challenge of
South African compa-
triot Jacques Blaauw
by one stroke.

A birdie at the 17th hole
helped seal the second
European Tour win for the
28-year-old Coetzee, who
was part of a group of six
who held the overnight
lead, but were blown off
the top of the leader board
by a whirlwind 61 from
Blaauw.

Five behind after the

third round, Blaauw took
an early clubhouse lead
yesterday, but Coetzee,
who still had eight holes
to play when Blaauw com-
pleted his round, says he
then drew on his experi-
ence of playing club cham-
pionships on the course.

Coetzee, who won his
first event at the Pretoria
Country Club when he
was just 10, explained at
the post-tournament pre-
sentation:“I knew what to
do at each hole because I
had learned from past ex-
perience, once blowing a
chance to win here be-
cause I was too conserva-
tive.”

Coetzee finished with a
four round, 14-under par
total of 266 with Blaauw
one behind.

Blaauw fired nine
birdies to equal the course
record and then had a
long wait to see if it would
be good enough for victory,
but Coetzee joined him at
13-under with a birdie on
the 10th hole, and then
went past with an aggres-
sive approach to the tricky
17th.

Scotland’s Craig Lee
finished tied third with
the South African duo of
Dean Burmester and
Tjaart van der Walt on
271.

Coetzee draws on
home experience to
win Tshwane Open

George Coetzee of South Africa.



THE largest-ever group to
visit Sol Rally Barbados from
one motor club in the UK, is
making a celebratory trip
this year. Led by BMW driver
Martin Stockdale, the
‘Worksop Warriors’ will field
four cars in the Barbados
Rally Club’s (BRC) 25th
Anniversary event (May 29-
31), with 30 family, friends
and supporters making the
trip.

President of the Worksop &
District Motor Club, ‘Mad-dale’
makes his 15th consecutive ap-
pearance, a record among over-
seas competitors; he is joined by
Hugh Peat,with Club Chairman

Mike Sendall as co-driver,Stuart
Tomlinson,whose co-driver Nick
Taylor is on the committee, and
Ray Clough,with co-driver yet to
be confirmed. Taylor is marking
his 50th birthday, while Clough
and Stockdale chalk up the Big
6-0 this year.

BRC Chairman Mark Hamil-
ton said:“This is a huge endorse-
ment of the sports-tourism impe-
tus behind our event and we are
all looking forward to welcom-
ing the Worksop Warriors and
sharing in their celebrations.”

Stockdale,whose co-driver will
be newcomer Stephen Ritchie, is
building a new BMW 1M Coupe,
sponsored by Drive-a-Matic,Divi
Southwinds and Quarry Motors,
having collected the shell from
Custom Cages last weekend:
“There are many hours of mid-
night oil to burn, but I keep
telling myself failure is not an
option! This is a fantastic
turnout from Worksop and regu-
lars and newbies are all looking
forward to a great trip.”

Peat rallied in Barbados in
2003 and ‘04 in a Ford Escort
MkII, 29th overall and fifth in
Open Modified in his first year
the better result, before upgrad-
ing to an Escort Cosworth, fin-
ishing second (to Stockdale) in
Group B in 2005. In the following
years,he rallied a Nissan Sunny
GTi, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI,
and, finally,a Subaru Impreza, in
which he won two regional titles
– the ANEMMC and EMAMC
Championships – in the UK in
2008.

After a break from rallying,
while he started a new business,
WeMix Concrete, he returned to
the sport last year. Peat says:
“We came back with an ex-pro-
drive Subaru Impreza N11 and
entered the same championships
as in 2008 – we finished second
and third overall, but it was a
hard battle competing against
the same guys six years later!

“So we have decided to com-
pete in the rallies, we want to do
without the pressure of a cham-
pionship... and Rally Barbados
was top of that list! What better
time to return than the 25th An-
niversary – we can’t wait to be
back to enjoy some fun in the
sun!”

For Peat and wife Shirley, the
event is also a family reunion
with sons Mark and Stephen –
they were 15 and 12 when they
first visited the island in 2003,
but both now live in Australia.

“Barbados is a special place for
us all,” added Peat, “with some-
one in the family visiting each
year between 2003 and 2009,
then 2012.”

Although he has never rallied
in Barbados, Clough is also fa-

miliar with the island and the
event, to which this will be his
eighth visit.He is now returning
to rallying,having first competed
in the late 1970s, and says: “I’m
60 this year, so I thought I would
treat myself, get the car out of
the garage and use it for what it’s
built for.”

The car is an International
Historic Group 4 Escort MkI,
with a 250bhp engine,backed by
Saint-Gobain Weber, DBP
Bradford, The Builders Centre
Sheffield, Yorkshire Fixings
Otley, Encon Leeds and Minster
Sheffield. Found in a fish and
chip shop queue by Worksop
member and regular Barbados
visitor Julian Lockwood, it was
built into a rally car by Clough,
finished in 2007, since when: “It
has sat in my garage looking
pretty.”

Workshop newbies
The Worksop ‘newbies’ are

Tomlinson and Taylor, who will
campaign their Tomlinsons and
Atlas Copco UK-supported
Group 4 Escort MkII in Histo-
rics.The car is undergoing a bare
shell rebuild, the blue livery fa-
miliar to British fans in recent
years now replaced by Ford
Racing Red, with an engine and
gearbox overhaul all part of the
package.

Originally built for Magard –
famed for their sump guards –
the Escort was acquired in 1993,
since when Tomlinson and Tay-
lor have contested more than 100
events. Now with a 240bhp 2.1-
litre Cosworth engine, it has car-
ried them to numerous class
wins on local events, also the
East Midlands Rally Champion-
ship title.

Taylor also has a World Rally
Championship class win to his
credit,having finished 50th over-
all on the 2001 Network Q RAC
Rally and A5 winners in a Ford
Ka with Rob Gill, the motoring
editor of The Sun, at the time
the UK’s highest-circulation
daily paper.

A collaboration between the
Barbados Motoring Federation
(BMF), two British safety ex-
perts and the organisers of Race
Of Champions 2014 at Bushy
Park has resulted in a valuable
legacy for island motor sport –
the gift of specialist ‘Jaws of Life’
equipment, which will be avail-
able to all BMF Member Clubs.
Donated by the Emergency
Mobile Medical Unit (EMMU),
based in the English north-west
county of Lancashire, the equip-
ment was handed over in
December by EMMU’s founder
Stuart Westbrook, who also un-
dertook training sessions on the
island.

Workshop warriors head
for Sol Rally Barbados 
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KINGSTON (Jamaica) (AFP) –
World 100 and 200-metre record
holder Usain Bolt was pleased
with his fitness improvement on
Saturday, after winning a 400-
metre heat in his first individual
race of the year.

The 28-year-old Jamaican
sprint star won in 46.37 seconds
at the Foster Classic in Kings-
ton, and said after the race that
he is happy with his condition-
ing and coach Glen Mills ap-
pears to be as well.

“It’s coming on,” Bolt said of
his fitness. “I think I am doing
pretty well in training. The
coach is happy as far as I can
tell.”

Two weeks ago, Bolt ran the
anchor leg for the Racers Lions

team at the Gibson Relays in
Kingston, to open his 2015 cam-
paign.

Mills is having Bolt compete
in more early season events in
his homeland to bolster his
shape for the upcoming outdoor
season and world champion-
ships in August at Beijing’s
Bird’s Nest stadium.

“We need more races to get
sharper because I haven’t run a
lot over the past couple of years,
so I just need a lot more races to
get into race shape,” Bolt said.

The eight-time world cham-
pion is a reigning Olympic
champion in the 100, 200 and
4x100 relay, having swept all
three events at the 2008 Beijing
and 2012 London Games.

Bolt set world records of 9.58
seconds in the 100 and 19.19 in
the 200 at Berlin in 2009 and
also helped Jamaica’s 4x100
relay to a world record.

Bolt has confirmed two meets
for later in the year, on July 4 at
Stade de France and July 9 in
Lausanne, both of those after
the Jamaican championships to
decide the world meet squad.

Bolt plans more Jamaican ap-
pearances before he competes
internationally.

“I definitely think I will run a
little more locally, but I am not
sure,” Bolt said. “It all depends
on how training goes.

“But knowing my coach, I
think I may run a few more
races.”

Bolt wins first individual race of 2015

THE Co-operators General
Insurance BABA Premier
League continued at the BCC on
Saturday with a doubleheader.

In the first game, Urban Vybz
St. Johns Sonics beat Combined
Schools Trident 84-71. St. Johns
Sonics led 41-38 at half-time.

For St. Johns Sonics, #40
Dwayne Kellman top scored
with 28 points, #12 Akeem
Marsh scored 21 points and 17
rebounds, #23 Stefan Clarke
scored 14 points and #30 Phillip
Harewood scored 12 points.

For the school boys, #27
Nicholai Burton scored 25
points, #29 Darion Hurley and
#36 Jehu Lafevillee scored 12
each.

In the feature game, Station
Hill Cavaliers beat Pan Ameri-

can Life Insurance Warrens
Sports Club 81-70, after leading
35-29 at half-time.

For Station Hill, #12 Jamai
Puckerin scored 20 points and
12 rebounds, #9 Jason Smith
scored 16 points #2 Anand
Joseph-Thorne scored 11 points
and #13 Darren Hunte scored
10 points.

For Warrens Sports Club #10
George Farrell scored 24 points,
#44 Pearson Griffith scored 14
points before being ejected from
the game, #20 Mark Bridgeman
and #1 Adrian Allman scored 10
points each.

The games for yesterday,
Sunday March 15, 2015, were
postponed due to the unavail-
ability of both the Wildey Gym-
nasium and the BCC.

Jamaican Olympic Champion sprinter Usain Bolt.

Urban Vybz St. Johns Sonics
and Station Hill Cavaliers
come out on top

– ‘Jaws of Life’ donated to island motor sport
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THE West Indies barely
made it into the quarterfi-
nals of the ICC World Cup,
after winning big against the
United Arab Emirates in
their final Group ‘B’ match
yesterday.

West Indies Captain, Jason
Holder, had his best game of the
tournament, taking four wickets
for 27, as the Caribbean side de-
feated UAE by six wickets in
Napier. The Windies will face
New Zealand in the quarterfi-
nals.

New Zealand is playing some
of the best cricket in the World
Cup, but Holder believes that
taking early wickets with the
new ball is the key to winning
against the Kiwis.

“I think once we can take some
early wickets with the new ball,
we can put some pressure on
their middle order. I think they
have done reasonably well with
guys like Guptil, McCallum and
also KaneWilliamson.So I think
if we get to them in the middle
order as quickly as possible, it
would be better off for us,” said
Holder.

Against the UAE, the West
Indies were without the services
of opener Chris Gayle, who was
left out of the side because of re-
curring back problems. Holder
pointed out that the injury has
plagued Gayle for some time
now, saying “he has good days
and he has bad days”.

“Obviously he is a key player
for us, and his fitness is key
going into the quarterfinals; I
am sure he will be up for it even
if he isn’t a 100%... he would
push through it. It is an impor-
tant game and he is a big player,

and you know what big players
can do on big days,” said Holder.

The schedule of the knock-out
matches is:

Quarter-finals: Wednesday 18
March – QF3 - Sri Lanka (A3) v
South Africa (B2), Sydney Cricket
Ground (SCG)

Thursday 19 March – QF4 -
Bangladesh (A4) v India (B1),
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)
Friday 20 March – QF2 - Australia

(A2) v Pakistan (B3), Adelaide Oval
Saturday 21 March – QF1 - New
Zealand (A1) v West Indies (B4),
Wellington Regional Stadium (PG)

HOLDER OPTIMISTIC

Jason Holder celebrates a wicket in the United Arab Emirates v West Indies World Cup 2015, Group B match in Napier, yesterday.
(See page 23)

– Anticipating quarterfinal
challenge against Kiwis
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Workshop warriors
head for Sol Rally

Barbados 


