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GOVERNOR of the Central
Bank of Barbados, Dr.
Delisle Worrell believes that
workers in Barbados needs
to improve their productiv-
ity to ensure increased com-
petitiveness and greater
economic successes.

He made the call while noting

that the problem of low produc-
tivity is especially acute in the
public service.

In his March 2015 letter to
stakeholders across Barbados,
Dr. Worrell said that increas-
ing labour productivity is also
essential to improving the liv-
ing standards of our workforce.

“Barbados is a highly devel-
oped economy, ranked No. 59 in
the world in terms of human
development by the United
Nations Development
Programme’s Human
Development Report. Our con-
tinuing prosperity depends on
our ability to import the things

we need to enable our
lifestyles.”

According to him, “It is be-
cause Barbados is a relatively
prosperous and competitive
economy, by international com-
parison, that the focus of na-
tional economic policy must be
squarely on increasing labour

productivity.”
He made the point that if

workers are to improve their
lot, each one of us must con-
tribute more to the production
of goods and services, so that
our gain is not at the expense of
others.
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IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITY

A big ‘Thank you’ to ICBL was yelled by these first form students of Springer Memorial School yesterday when they received the new benches, as (L-R)
Marketing and Communications Assistant, ICBL, Damian Mascoll, Principal Pauline Benjamin, Senior Vice President, Business Development and Marketing,
ICBL, Alex Tasker and First Form Year Head, Francis Thompson looked on.
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BEYOND raising funds them-
selves to help construct a sports
arena on the school’s grounds,
the staff and students of the
Springer Memorial School are
extending an appeal to more of
corporate Barbados to con-
tribute and advance the process
to completion.

The petition for greater sup-
port came from both the
Principal Pauline Benjamin and

the Head of Physical Education,
Julie Phillips.

On Tuesday, Benjamin, stand-
ing on the property loaned to the
school from the neighbouring
Government House, said,
“Springer Memorial does not
have a lot of space and [while]
you’ll hear of our winning the
Interschool Sports very often,
little is known about the fact
that we do not have any pasture

anywhere to play really or to
practice. This is the area that
we are now trying to annex in
this regard.”

Therefore, she urged, “We
would love to have any assis-
tance to get this area [devel-
oped]. We as a school are trying
to bring it into use, construct-
ing a sandpit.”

The Principal contested that
considering the contribution and

achievements of the school in
track and field and sports locally
and further afield, the school is
deserving of a good sporting fa-
cility on the property, because
at present with the old training
area shared with Charles F.
Broome Memorial Primary
School plagued with problems
due to the reservoir, the schools’
athletes are nomads moving
from pasture to pasture –

Blenheim pasture, Pine Basin,
The Hill and even jogging along
the busy highways and by-ways
in the Wildey, Collymore Rock
and Pine areas.

Phillips joined in the appeal
stating that though to date the
students have been a big help,
she too would encourage others
to get on board, as few have al-
ready.

HELP on Page 3

Appeal for help for Springer’s sports arena
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PERFORMANCE in the
2015 January sitting of
the Caribbean Secon-
dary Education
Certificate (CSEC) ex-
amination continued
the upward trend seen
over the last two years.
This year, 58 per cent 
of subject entries
achieved acceptable
grades, that is Grades I
– III, compared with 50
per cent in 2014 and 49
per cent in 2013.

Of the 13 subjects of-
fered at the January 2015
sitting, performance im-
proved on 11 subjects and
declined on two subjects.

Mathematics, the
largest subject taken at
this sitting recorded sub-
stantially improved per-
formance this year, with
65 per cent of the nine
thousand subject entries
achieving acceptable
grades. Fifteen per cent of
the entries achieved Grade
I;sixteen per cent achieved
Grade II and 32 per cent
achieved Grade III.

Performance on both
English A and English B
continue to improve when
compared to last year.This
year, 55 per cent of entries
achieved acceptable
grades in English A, com-
pared with 51 per cent last
year. There was a ten per
cent improvement in per-
formance in English B.
Seventy-one per cent of
subject entries achieved
acceptable grades this
year compared with 61 per
cent last year. Over fifty
per cent of the entries
achieved at the higher
grade bands,Grades I and
II; 20 per cent achieved
Grade I, 30 per cent
achieved Grade II and 20
per cent achieved Grade
III.

In the business cluster,
Principles of Accounts
(POA) and Principles of
Business (POB) recorded
improved performance
when compared with
2014.For POA,59 per cent
of subject entries achieved
acceptable grades com-
pared with 53 per cent in
2014, while for POB, 75
per cent achieved similar
grades, compared with 71
per cent in 2014.The other
business subject, Office
Administration was one of
the two subjects with a de-
cline in performance this
year. Fifty-two per cent of
entries achieved accept-

able grades this year com-
pared with 76 per cent in
2014.

Of the four science sub-
jects offered at the
January sitting, three
recorded improved per-
formance while perform-
ance declined on one.
Sixty-one per cent of en-
tries achieved acceptable
grades for Biology com-
pared with 53 per cent in
2014; forty-six per cent
achieved acceptable
grades in Chemistry com-
pared with 37 per cent in
2014, and 57 per cent
achieved acceptable
grades in Physics com-
pared with 49 per cent last
year. Performance on
Human and Social Biology
continues to decline with
27 per cent of entries
achieving acceptable
grades this year compared
with 34 per cent last year.

There was a 12 per 
cent improvement in per-
formance in Information
Technology this year when
compared with perform-
ance in 2014. This year 
62 per cent of entries
achieved acceptable
grades compared with 50
per cent in 2014.

Spanish and Social
Studies had moderate im-
provement in performance
when compared with
2014. For Spanish, 71 per
cent of entries achieved ac-
ceptable grades compared
with 67 per cent in 2014,
while for Social Studies 
54 per cent of entries
achieved acceptable
grades compared with 47
per cent in 2014.

This year, 16 689 candi-
dates wrote the January
sitting and they submitted
40, 938 subject entries.

Entire sitting e-marked
For the first time in its his-
tory, CXC used electronic
marking (e-marking) to
mark all the scripts sub-
mitted in an examination
sitting. All papers in the
13 subjects were e-marked
by just over 600 markers
in this year’s January sit-
ting.This is to set the stage
for the eventual move to
full e-marking by 2017
when most of the CSEC
and CAPE subjects will be
e-marked.

During the 2015
May/June sitting, 18
CSEC subjects and 12
CAPE Units will be 
e-marked.

January CSEC
performance
trending up

TODAY the Barbados
National Trust introduces
Newlands to the public as
part of its Open House pro-
gramme. Newlands is the
official residence of the
Governor of the Central
Bank,and has never before
been opened to the public.
Open House hours are
from 2:30 to 5:30, and a
Lecture by Trust Presi-
dent, Dr. Karl Watson, will
take place on site at 3:30 

Newlands is situated in
Pine Hill, an area that is
home to numerous digni-
taries, both local and for-
eign. The area has a fasci-
nating, if relatively recent
history. It was among the
first suburbs of Bridgetown
built to accommodate busi-
ness people who wanted to
live in a manner that befit-
ted their station, while en-
joying easy access to town
and their workplaces there.

Built in traditional style
with such typically
Barbadian features as a
parapet roof and window

hoods, Newlands exudes a
comfortable grace that re-
flects its nationality. As an
official residence, it may
not necessarily be lived in,
but is used primarily for re-
ceiving the colleagues and
clients that a Central Bank
Governor might reason-
ably be expected to enter-
tain and meet with outside
of the workplace. It has nu-
merous social areas for this
purpose, some of which
have been added on by var-
ious Governors over the
years.

The house is decorated
with the same flair that the
current Governor, Mr.
Delisle Worrell, brings to
his attire at evening func-
tions.Working with a noted
curator, he and his wife
have filled the house with
artworks by significant
Barbadian artists. These
will all be labelled for the
occasion.

Directions: To get to
Newlands, exit the ABC
Highway at the Emanci-

pation (Bussa) statue
roundabout and come
down Two Mile Hill to-
wards town. Bear left at
the traffic lights.At the lit-
tle roundabout just ahead,
turn right and go down
Belmont Road. Follow

Open House signs to
Belmont Funeral Home.
Park there and either take
the shuttle or take a 10 to
15 minute walk back up to
the house.

For further information,
please call 426-2421.

Newlands now open to the public

Newlands is the official residence of the Governor
of the Central Bank.
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A GROUP of Food and
Nutrition students from the
Lodge School have been made
an offer by businessman
Andrew Bynoe that is too good
to refuse.

Any of their products they
wish to market, he will 
allow them to do so at his
Emerald City and Carlton
Supermarkets.

The Chief Executive Officer
of A-One Supermarkets
pledged his assistance to the
sixth form students during
their product development
launch, held at Emerald City
Supermarket yesterday.

Scores of customers and
Ministry of Education officials
sampled numerous dishes – all
healthy and made from local
produce.

“When you get back to school,
you can decide what it is you
want to produce and come
speak to us. We will guide you
as to the quantities and fur-
thermore you will not lose – if
you produce ten  and only two
are sold, we will still pay you
for the ten.

“We will even go further; we
will use our in-store advertis-
ing as well as media to give the
products ample push and dis-
play. That is the challenge I
leave with you, it is entirely up
to you,” he said.

“Here at Emerald City and
Carlton we like to promote in-
digenous food, and the wide
display of indigenous food prod-
ucts by students should be com-
plimented and should be en-
couraged throughout the coun-
try.”

Erika Leacock, Sixth Form
Food & Nutrition Teacher, said
that the product development
component of the Food and
Nutrition syllabus presented
an opportunity for students to
be innovative and to develop

entrepreneurial attributes that
can assist them in their further
endeavours.

She further acknowledged
that the course cannot be com-
pared to the Home Economics
of yesteryear. She revealed that
after completing this pro-
gramme, students will have de-
veloped competencies in food
and nutrition related skills,
attitudes, behaviour modifica-
tion and advocacy that will 
ultimately enhance the quality
of life of Barbadians and by ex-
tension Caribbean people.

“They are able to make in-
formed choices regarding food

consumption, food production
and they have the ability to
play their role in ensuring both
household and national food se-
curity,” Leacock pointed out.

“Students are also groomed
to take advantage of the vari-
ous career and self-employ-
ment opportunities in the field
of Food and Nutrition.
Throughout this course of
study, our students develop
communication, team-work,
critical thinking and 
problem solving skills which
are all essential in any work
environment,” she added.

Chief Executive Officer at the

Barbados Agricultural Society
(BAS), James Paul, commended
the initiative by the school.

“Young people see a lot of for-
eign food being marketed con-
stantly in the supermarkets
and the fastfood restaurants. I
think the students came up
with some very innovative
recipes and I think we need to
invite our fast- food operators
and other cooking establish-
ments to actually sample some
of these dishes. We need to 
understand that this is where
the innovation starts,” he 
said.

(TL)

Businessman giving students a chance

THE Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) has
signed a grant agreement with
the Caribbean Electric Utility
Services Corporation (CAR-
ILEC), providing $US 476 625
to the regional entity to assist
with development of a frame-
work to strengthen climate
change resilience and develop-
ment within the electricity sector
in the Caribbean.

The official signing took place
yesterday morning at the IDB’s
Barbados Country Office and
was initialled by Joel Branski,
IDB Country Representative,
and Thornley Myers, Chairman
of CARILEC. Addressing the
gathering, Branski noted that
this is the second programme
that the IDB has developed with
CARILEC in recent years. He

said while the first programme
focused on promoting energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy
within the region’s electricity
sector, this new programme –
which will run until April 2016 –
has as its focus developing and
implementing strategies for 
optimising generation, transmis-
sion and distribution using re-
newable energy, and reduction
of operational losses.

The IDB representative’s com-
ments came as he explained that
this regional project includes
outreach to the OECS member
countries of CARILEC, and he
said the IDB and the Caribbean
Development Bank will be part-
ners in implementing the pro-
gramme in the OECS countries.

“With this programme the IDB
maintains its efforts to achieve

its targets related to supporting
development in small and 
vulnerable countries in areas
such as resilience to 
climate change, sustainable en-
ergy,and environmental sustain-
ability. This project is also in
alignment with the IDB’s
Integrated Strategy for Climate
Change Adaptation and
Mitigation and Sustainable
Renewable Energy,” he noted.

Branski told those gathered
that this is a critical focus for the
IDB, particularly within the
Caribbean, given the highly vul-
nerable nature of the region to
the impacts of climate change
and the need for its member
countries to have reliable and af-
fordable electricity.

Adding to his comments,
the Chairman of CARILEC,

Thornley Myers said the reliance
on the production of energy
using fossil fuels is not only
costly to Caribbean households
and businesses, but is also a
major energy sustainability
issue.

“The very infrastructure used
to produce energy is being
threatened by the effects of cli-
mate change, due in part to the
impact of energy production
using fossil fuels.Caribbean util-
ities are faced with the conun-
drum of when and how to invest
to build resilience to adapt to the
impact and energy infrastruc-
ture, due to climate change. The
IDB has once again come to fore
after discussions dating back
2012 -2013, to assist the regional
energy sector with the non-re-
imbursable technical coopera-

tion agreement on this sustain-
able energy and climate change
initiative, to give support to
CARILEC’s Climate Change
Adaption and Sustainable
Energy Programme,” he said.

The CARILEC Chairman said
that the 18-month project has
five components, including 
adaptation to climate change;
strategies for supply side man-
agement; strategies for demand
side management; and dissemi-
nation of information. He added
that the CARILEC Secretariat
intends to adopt the same level of
seriousness to the implementa-
tion of the project as they did
with previous projects, being
quite conscious of the impact of
changing climatic conditions on
the region’s electricity sector.

(JRT)

IDB and CARILEC sign agreement

Principal of The Lodge School, Vasco Dash; Chief Executive Officer at the Barbados Agricultural
Society (BAS), James Paul; and CEO of A-One Supermarkets, Andrew Bynoe giving Torian some
tips during yesterday’s product development launch.
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She said that the progress
that has been made so far is
because of students raising
funds through the sale of
snacks, adding “The students
are helping tremendously.
Up to last Sunday, some
came to school to help put 
in the sand in the sand-
pits.”

School still needs more
assistance
Phillips lauded those entities
which donated blocks,
sand and marl fill to help
with the construction of the
sand pits and the area for the
shot putt and the discus, but
she said that more has to be
done.

According to the Physical
Education Head, the 
hope is to have the sandpit
completed with the rubber
guard soon so that they 
can be used in the training
for the Barbados Secon-
dary Schools Athletic
Championships (BSSAC)
2015.

However, the dream of hav-
ing a synthetic track to prac-
tise track events will only
come to light with greater 
assistance.

(KG)

School
in need
of more
funds

      



DISASTER Emergency
Management officials
are seeking to address
several deficiencies in
its response system as it
seeks to create a
Common Alert Protocol
(CAP).

Acting Director of the
Coastal Zone Management
Unit Dr. Lorna Inniss
stated that during simula-
tion exercises to test the
system’s and officers’ level
of readiness, some issues
had cropped up, particu-
larly with communications
and as such adjustments
were being made to ensure
maximum efficiency.

At the time, Inniss was
speaking at the Warrens
headquarters of the
Department of Emergency
Management during the of-
ficial launch of the tsunami
and earthquake smart
month of activities.

“We had done an evacu-
ation exercise with the
Martins Bay community
and we had a number of
volunteers and members of
the national emergency
management system who
were working in the com-

munity,while the standing
committee on coastal haz-
ards and other members of
the NEMS were in this row
and there was constant
communication between us
and them but part of the
challenge was the commu-
nication of the actual warn-
ing,” she stated.

Informing the media
about the CAP,she outlined
that this would not only
alert the authorities to any
earthquakes and tsunamis
in the region, but the en-
tire general public, reveal-
ing that a pilot program
was currently being con-
ducted in Holetown.

“We expect that over the
next few years as we come
to the month of March
there would have been sig-
nificant progress in the es-
tablishment of this na-
tional dissemination pro-
gramme so that more
Barbadians can receive the
message in real time,” said
Inniss.

The theme of this
month’s activities is ‘Come
on Barbados:Let’sTeam up
and Combat the Impact of
Coastal Hazards’.
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Acting Director of the Coastal Zone Management
Unit Dr. Lorna Inniss makes a point while Director
of the Department of Emergency Management Judy
Thomas and Interim Director of the Caribbean
Tsunami Information Centre Alison Brome look on.

System
weaknesses
to be
addressed
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BARBADIANS participating
in the recent Police
Customer Satisfaction
Survey, have expressed con-
cern about the level of crime
in Barbados, particularly as
it relates to drug use, bur-
glaries and theft in local
communities.

The survey consisted of a
multi stage random sample of
1781 adults drawn from 1800
households in Barbados and
Kim Ramsay, Senior Research
Officer with the Criminal
Justice Research and Planning
Unit, has noted that while re-
spondents generally thought
that the level of crime was rela-
tively low in the neighbour-
hoods in which they lived, they
expressed concern on a whole

about crime across local com-
munities in general.

“A list of crimes was read to
respondents and they were
asked whether these crimes
were a problem in their commu-
nities. Drug use, burglaries and
theft were the main concerns of
persons in their community.
For instance, 30% of persons
who were asked about drug use
or burglaries being a problem
indicated that it was, compared
to assault (8%) or domestic vio-
lence (10%),” Ramsay noted.

When respondents were
specifically asked for their views
about some crimes in their com-
munities within the past year,
rrespondents suggested that
gun violence, drug selling and
robberies were the biggest prob-

lems their communities faced.
Rape, theft, domestic violence
and loitering were however con-
sidered to be small problems
within the communities.

“Respondents were asked
about their perception of 
general crime in their neigh-
bourhood. More than 50% of
all respondents (77%) believed
that crime in their neighbour-
hood was low, while 6% believed
it was high. Twelve percent
(12%) believed that it was at a
satisfactory level,” Ramsay
pointed out, noting that respon-
dents seemed to hold the view
that the issue of crime was a
problem in neighbourhoods
other than their own.

The respondents, she said,
were also asked to rate the gen-

eral crime level in Barbados,
from very low to very high. Just
over half of all respondents
(53%) believed that crime in
Barbados was high. Just under
a quarter (23%) of all respon-
dents believed crime was nei-
ther low nor high. Eighteen
percent (18%) believed crime in
Barbados was low.

The senior research officer re-
vealed that the perception of the
level of crime increased with
age. Younger persons under 20
years were twice as likely as
persons 60 and over to believe
that crime was low, she indi-
cated. On the contrary, persons
50 and over were more likely
than their younger counter-
parts, to believe that crime was
high on the island. (RSM)

THE role of human resources
(HR) and the HR practitioner is
a pivotal one for any organisa-
tion looking to make their mark
in today’s increasingly competi-
tive global economic environ-
ment.

So says President of the
Human Resource Management
Association of Barbados
(HRMAB) Inc., Glenda Gilkes.
She made the point while deliv-
ering opening remarks at the
lecture held recently by the
HRMAB, under the theme
‘Fostering a Culture of Game
Changing Leadership’. Gilkes,
while addressing those gathered
at the 3W’s Pavilion, contended

that it is equally imperative that
this role is never overlooked or
underestimated, but instead
given the scope and tools needed
to tackle the job.

Her comments came as she
pointed out that with organisa-
tions focused primarily on real-
ising returns on investment and
generating profits, it creates a
battle between financial forecast
and a company’s ability to main-
tain the level of care and service
that their customers expect and
demand. With that in mind, the
HRMAB president said many
organisations are therefore faced
with the ongoing challenge of re-
taining their best talent at a cost

which is in line with their efforts
to remain competitive and prof-
itable within the context of their
industry and market, which she
explained is where the HR prac-
titioner comes in,

“Within every such organisa-
tion is an HR practitioner
charged with the task of evalu-
ating individual staff output and
efficiency, assessing compensa-
tion packages and their relativ-
ity to competitors in and outside
of the industry and market in
question, with a view to making
recommendations on the way
forward; all while bearing in
mind the company’s overall com-
mercial goals and revenue tar-

gets,” she stated.
Reflecting on that, the

HRMAB president contended
that this is no simple task, as a
hasty evaluation, poor assess-
ment or ill-advised suggestion
could have quite catastrophic ef-
fects on a company. To that end,
she explained that if an HR
practitioner does not properly
execute these duties, it can not
only affect the level of service
delivery in the company,but cus-
tomer experience and satisfac-
tion as well. Moreover, she ex-
plained it also has the potential
to negatively impact revenue
generation, profitability and vi-
ability.
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From left to right: Minister of Labour, Social Security and Human Resource Development, Senator Dr. Esther Byer, Glenda
Gilkes, President of HRMAB and Arlene Bushell, VP of HRMAB.
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According to him, “in the
Global Competitiveness
Report… the inefficiency of our
Government bureaucracy is
identified as the most damag-
ing factor for doing business in
Barbados. Each and every pub-
lic servant should resolve to
play their part in improving
that statistic.”

He said that increasing
labour productivity is therefore
at the heart of Barbados’ de-
velopment strategy.

“It will enable us to become
even more successful in an in-
creasingly competitive inter-
national market, and it will
allow workers to share in the
fruits of that increased com-
petitiveness,” said the top econ-
omist.

He went on: “This increase
in labour productivity will be
difficult to achieve, because it
is about quality, engagement
and commitment. Some time
ago a NISE survey told us that
only 30 per cent of the
Barbadian workforce feels fully
committed to their jobs. This is
a problem that each and every
one of us must resolve to ad-
dress, every day of our working
lives.”

He however stated that
Barbados has been getting bet-
ter, in terms of the quality and
variety of its products and
services. The most comprehen-
sive report on global competi-
tiveness is the Global
Competitive Report, published
by the World Economic Forum.
In its 2014-15 Report Barbados
ranks No. 55 in the world, and
highest in the English-speak-
ing Caribbean.

He noted that the island’s
prosperity has been achieved
by selling tourist services, in-
ternational business services,
and other exports of goods and
services in a competitive inter-
national market. However,
Barbados has not made com-
mensurate progress in terms
of labour productivity, Dr.
Worrell maintained.

“We have seen increases in
output for each unit of labour,
in the past decade. But they
have only been sufficient to en-
able us to maintain our stand-
ing in the late forties to early
fifties in the competitive rank-
ing,” he reasoned.

“In today’s world you cannot
prosper by standing still.
Faster growth in the 
productivity of our labour force
is necessary, if we are to 
further improve our relative
competitiveness,” Dr. Worrell
added.

Barbadians concerned about drug use,
burglaries and theft in local communities

Improving
ability to be
competitive
necessary

Role of Human Resources explained 
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THE Barbados
Entrepreneurship
Foundation (BEF) and
Columbus are being
lauded for creating
the $20 Challenge for
secondary school chil-
dren.

Victor Boyce, Director
of Corporate and
Commercial Banking at
Scotiabank, commended
the entities while deliv-
ering remarks at the
BEF Columbus $20
Challenge 2014 Awards
recently at the Hilton
Hotel, which was spon-
sored by Scotiabank.
Noting the importance of
creating a culture of en-
trepreneurship, he
added that if such a cul-
ture is to be authentic
and survive, the youth
will have to be targeted.
With that in mind, he
also commended the
Challenge participants,
adding that it was evi-
dent that much thought
went into their busi-
nesses, marketing and
customer service.

“We at Scotiabank
have been impressed at
the vision, inventiveness
and dedication of the

Challenge partici-
pants… We were keen to
get involved because the
BEF Columbus $20
Challenge combines two
causes we care deeply
about at Scotiabank –
youth and entrepreneur-
ship. Entrepreneurship
is definitely part of the
fabric of Barbados, there
is no getting away from
it,” he said.

Boyce added, “Many
private sector, public sec-
tor and NGO agencies
are doing their part to
encourage and empower
entrepreneurs in
Barbados and with good
reason – nearly every
successfully established
business that employs
hundreds or thousands
of people, was started by
an entrepreneur.
Someone, somewhere,
had an idea of how to
make something new or
just better. They may
have seen a niche others
didn’t, or noticed an un-
derserved market. I have
looked at the businesses
that will be awarded
tonight; suffice it to say,
all of them met one or
more of these criteria.”

To that end, he said
the Bank wants to con-
tinue to encourage this
entrepreneurial spirit, as
entrepreneurs not only
drive economic growth in
the country, but provide
employment as well. The
Director of Corporate
and Commercial
Banking added that by
giving the Challenge
participants exposure to
what it takes to run a

business, he hopes it will
give them the boost they
need to continue with
their entrepreneurial en-
deavours and grow their
businesses. Boyce made
the comments as he told
the participants gath-
ered that they have the
ability to achieve success
as other Barbadian en-
trepreneurs have, and to
grow their businesses to
become “regional heavy

weights”.
“There is no difference

between them and you.
They had and continue
to have the same entre-
preneurial spirit which
you have. They keep try-
ing and sometimes they
have failed, but they got
up and tried again, hav-
ing learned the lessons
of previous endeavours.
So believe me when I say
that the next great

Barbadian entrepreneur
could be here in this
room,” he added.

As such, he said the
Bank is committed to
helping persons achieve
that goal and for that
reason has sponsored
initiatives such as Bank
on Me, the Upstart series
of workshops and even
held free small business
seminars on their own.

(JRT)

Challenge
competition
applauded

Most Market Ready Business was won by Taliya Mottley-Hinds and Jayde Adams of the Deighton Griffith
Secondary School. Derek Browne of the BEF presented the certificates.

Britney Sealy of The St. Michael School won the prize for Enterprise and
Excellence in Branding for her business Lemon Rush. She accepted her certifi-
cate from Victor Boyce, Director of Corporate and Commercial Banking at
Scotiabank.

From left: Lockerbie College’s Rebecca Eames and Zoe King, trading under the
name R&Z Skincare, won the award for Research and Product Development.
Here they posed for a photograph with Derek Browne of the BEF.
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Once selected, it is the
responsibility of these
principals to always hold
on to the reins of the
school, he said.

“Take control of your
school. Never allow any-
one, teacher or student,
to dictate the pull of the
tide of the current in your
school.Take it if you must
by the scruff of its neck –
and whatever they may
say, never let it be said
that you failed to manage
your school. The
Education Act gives you
all the authority that you
need to do it effectively.
Spineless and fearful
principals will be remem-
bered as just that, but

fearless, bold and un-
apologetic principals are
impossible to forget.”

Farley said that corpo-
ral punishment must be
a choice for principals
and teachers, but at the
same time, they must
never abuse their power.

“Corporal punishment
must remain as an option
to teachers and princi-
pals. It may be necessary
to insert some guidelines
for its administration,
but do not render our
schools ungovernable by
erroneously dismantling
our regime of school dis-
cipline and erroneously
follow other countries
who would love to follow
us in terms of how we
manage and run our

schools.”
Principals and teachers

must also remember that
it is their duty to help
each student that comes
under their tutelage de-
velop self-confidence and
hope for their future, re-
gardless of whether they
are good students or trou-
blemakers.

These are some of the
things which would help
principals to stand out
from the rest of the
crowd, holding firmly to
their beliefs, important
elements in a society of
changing values, where
the school has a major
part to contribute in lead-
ing people in the right di-
rection, stated the
Educator.

Farley to principals: ‘Take
control of your school’

Head of Department, General Studies at the Graydon Sealy Secondary School,
Captain Lincoln Springer (left), presenting Matthew Farley with a token of apprecia-
tion on behalf of their Department. 

A VOW taken over two
decades ago to see a fit-
ting tribute paid to
freedom fighter Nelson
Mandela in Barbados
will soon be realised.

This assurance was
made recently by The Vice-
Chancellor Designate of
the University of the West
Indies, Professor Sir
Hilary Beckles, who noted
it will come in the form of
the Nelson Mandela
Freedom Park at the Cave
Hill Campus, which he
noted will soon be com-
pleted and officially

opened.
Sir Hilary recalled that

when Nelson Mandela
was released, a massive
gathering was mobilised
in Barbados and they
made their way to Farley
Hill in St. Peter.

“There was still a per-
ception on this island that
Nelson Mandela was a ter-
rorist,and to associate this
with his memory, history
and cause was a backward
step, and so we could not
get the political parties to
come on board and join in
this celebration of Nelson

Mandela. Then we called
for the renaming of Farley
Hill as Nelson Mandela
Freedom Park – a man
that had spent 27 years [in
prison] because of his dem-
ocratic impulse, and paid
the greatest price.

“Barbados understood
that more than any other
country in the world be-
cause this was the nature
of this island for many
decades.”

He noted that while the
people wanted the park to
be renamed,a very “highly
organised”section of popu-

lation with majority power
was able to change what
was a publicly approved
concept.

“The argument at the
time was that Farley Hill,
which was named I be-
lieved by an Irishman who
had built the slave plan-
tation,named it Farley be-
cause of some connection
to Ireland, and we could
not replace Farley Hill of
Irish origin with Mandela
on an island where 96 per
cent of the people are
African. And the argu-
ment at the time was that

we were trying to erase
white history...

“I remember that day
when the campaign
started and I was driving
through Bridgetown and I
counted in St. Michael 46
streets named after mem-
bers of the British Royal
Family. And we accept
that.And all we did was to
ask for one space on this
island to be named after a
person of African political
leadership and we were
erasing white history on
this island. The govern-
ment had agreed – backed

down under pressure from
a higher organised group
of white public opinion
makers,” he charged.

“But I vowed there and
then that before I leave
God’s earth there would be
a Nelson Mandela Square
on this country, and right
now at the Cave Hill
Campus there is now a
Nelson Mandela Freedom
Park that is two weeks to
completion, and in three
weeks we will formally an-
nounce the Nelson
Mandela Freedom Park in
Barbados,” he said. (JH)

Sir Hilary’s vow to soon come to fruition

      



THERE is a need for more practical applications
of emergency management plans in Barbados.

On Monday, the director of the Department of
Emergency Management (DEM), Judy Thomas,
in a joint press briefing with the Acting Director
of the Coastal Zone Management Unit, Dr. Lorna
Inniss, stated that it is critical that the
Barbadian population is fully aware of how to re-
spond in the case of a tsunami being triggered
during an earthquake. The issue was raised as
part of activities marking “Tsunami and
Earthquake Smart Month”.

The Barbados Advocate has gone on record
supporting this call, not just for wider prepara-
tion in the face of earthquakes, but also the need
for better emergency management systems to be
put in place by private enterprises and the gen-
eral public. The effects of at least two earth-
quakes felt in recent past, though minuscule in
comparison to the devastation in other coun-
tries, still resulted in mass confusion and panic
in Barbados. There was a backup of traffic, con-
gested cellphone networks, and major confusion
as some people tried to reach loved ones and
glean information about the tremors. This type
of reaction is symptomatic of the Barbadian so-
ciety, where a lack of preparation results in fran-
tic behaviour – like last minute shopping for
supplies and structural reinforcement – espe-
cially in the face of severe weather systems like
hurricanes.

To counteract this challenge, the DEM has
moved ahead with approving standard operating
protocols for such situations to be presented to
Cabinet for approval. This is in addition to hold-
ing a series of evacuation drills in schools, offices
and in communities around the country.

The latter effort is commendable as it assists
groups with improving their emergency plans
through practical applications, because when
entities operate in isolation, a plan may seem to
work, but in the face of an actual disaster, numer-
ous plans come into play and may affect each
other; for instance, evacuation routes may over-
lap resulting in a backup of traffic flow on major
roadways, as was the case in 2008 when the
Bridgetown Emergency Traffic Management
Plan was executed.

The approved protocols then would see govern-
ment agencies and private sector representa-
tives following a set of plans that are optimised.
It is also hoped that other considerations are
addressed in these protocols, including examin-
ing the strength of national and community com-
munications channels, evaluating shelters and
safe zones, assessing potential for supplies and
food resources and drafting immediate cleanup
protocols.

To ensure that plans on paper are translated
into reality as effectively as possible, the DEM
should do more simulation exercises, especially
in the City and with private sector cooperation.
Evacuation exercises carried out in Martins Bay
have already highlighted areas for improvement
with regard to communication of warnings, so
City-wide simulations can only improve overall
preparedness. The emphasis must be on pre-
paredness and one needs to remember that
“practice makes perfect”.

Editorial

DEM must
put plans
into practice

By Janelle Riley-Thornhill

ON any given day anyone
driving on this nation’s
roads is likely to see a
pedestrian, and while
there are provisions made
in several areas for these
persons to get safely from
one side of the road to the
other, there are also areas
that are lacking as it re-
lates to pedestrian cross-
ings. It is some of these
areas that I seek to draw
attention to today and ask
that the relevant authori-
ties look at with a view of
remedying.

This issue, I am sure, is
not only a concern not only
for me,but many other mo-
torists who from time to
time have witnessed or
have themselves been in-
volved in near misses, as
persons try to cross two or
sometimes four lanes of
traffic on the highway
without the assistance of

a pedestrian crossing or
even traffic lights.
Certainly, Government
must be commended for
erecting the overpass in
the area of the Caribbean
Broadcasting Corporation
and Parkinson Memorial
School, as well as the traf-
fic lights at the St.
Barnabas junction, and
the pedestrian crossing in
the area of the Bridgetown
Fish Market, but I hope
that they recognise that
there is still work to be
done. I speak specifically
of the Spring Garden
Highway to give persons
access to Brandon’s Beach;
along the ABC Highway
between the Bussa
Roundabout and the
Norman A. Niles
Roundabout and between
the D’Arcy Scott
Roundabout and the traffic
lights at Hinds Hill.

Any day that I happen
to pass those aforemen-

tioned areas, I see adults
and children dashing
across the highway, trying
to get to the other side.
Quite often these persons
also have luggage in hand
or even bicycles and in the
case of the area between
the Bussa Roundabout
and the Norman A. Niles
Roundabout, they can
often be seen straddling
the jersey barrier, waiting
for a lull in the traffic to
make it safely across.This
is not safe!

For years there have
been calls for pedestrian
overpasses or underpasses
to be placed at some of
these locations and in spite
of the criticism given to the
overpass that was erected
at the Pine, we cannot
deny that it is a help to
persons traversing this
area and for this reason
similar solutions should be
considered for other areas,
because creating such fa-

cilities would ensure that
pedestrian traffic can
move uninterrupted, sepa-
rate from the vehicular
traffic.

I no doubt understand
that constructing an over-
pass or underpass will be
an expensive undertaking,
and while I appreciate that
argument, I also know that
we cannot put a price on
the lives of our people as
losing one’s life or becom-
ing disabled as a result of
an accident is not low-cost
either,and the impact such
loss can have on the family,
goes far beyond finances.
So if those built solutions
are not possible because of
cost, then pedestrian cross-
ings at these sites must be
put in place as a matter of
urgency.

I truly hope that my con-
cerns are not overlooked
and that the suggestions
put forward are given due
consideration.

By Dorian Bryan

RECENTLY a bout of
sinus pressure started my
mind racing with regard to
what we tolerate and what
we rush to a medical pro-
fessional to seek relief
from.

From my earliest memo-
ries yours truly has suf-
fered from allergies. I re-
member that I had an
aversion to salt water and
if I went to the beach and
sea water got into my eyes,
then my eyes would swell
up, be very dry and
painful, whilst being red.
Then I remember being at
primary school and getting
a rash on my arm where it
would make contact with
the desk and had to seek
treatment. The resulting
rash eventually flared up
and I had to use medicated
cream to reduce the in-
flammation.

Fast forward to
University days and the
lack of regular meals, due
to heavy workloads and
studying, led to stomach is-
sues. I remember the doc-
tor looking at me and stat-
ing that I could easily get
these things under control
if I did not panic and
thought about the symp-
toms which I was experi-
encing. In the end, I took
medication to deal with a

buildup of stomach acid.
All of the introduction

pointed to the challenge
which many face in the
wider society. Very often,
we panic first, then go into
a doctor's office, already
stressed out and hyped up
almost to the point of pass-
ing out, only to have our
worst fears allayed by any
medical professional sim-
ply explaining what the
problem was and the steps
which need to be taken to
address the problem. I
have witnessed people
looking like they were on
their last breaths in a doc-
tor's office waiting room,
only to spend just two min-
utes with a doctor and
come out with a second
wind, looking like they
were ready to run a
marathon. It is amazing.

Sometimes, the remedy
could be some Panadol or
aspirin. It could even be to
get some sleep or drink
some ginger tea. It could
be to stop stressing your-
self and to make changes
in the things which you
eat. The latter should be
simple if you accept the
adage that “you are what
you eat”.

The issue of health care
then emerged as a topic
which needs further dis-
cussions. Much like any-
thing in this country,

health care has been a
very partisan issue for
decades in this country.
From the days when
health care involved the
neighbourhood medicine
woman or man, to estab-
lishments with trained in-
dividuals,Barbadians over
the years,at points in their
lives from birth to death,
have to deal with doctors
and medical facilities. It is
part of the human exis-
tence since the body by de-
sign will need to be re-
freshed and is not de-
signed to be permanent.
Much like a car or ma-
chine, our bodies need to
be maintained.

In the health-care de-
bate, the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital (QEH) is the pri-
mary health care facility
in this country and has
been in this pivotal posi-
tion for decades. However,
this facility, built so long
ago,has outgrown its exist-
ing structure and is being
maintained until another
hospital has to be built to
cater to the needs of the
21st century. Clearly,
within the confines of a
sustained albeit slow re-
covery, the funds for a new
hospital have not been
forthcoming as yet, so we
have to make do with the
existing plant.

The QEH budget has

been a bone of contention
for a number of years.
Some have argued about
$200 million not being
enough in recent years,but
like most institutions and
families across the island,
we have to set a budget
and live within those con-
fines. Recently we heard
complaints from doctors
about the lack of basic sup-
plies, but we have to ask
for a detailed breakdown
of where our taxpayer
funds are going … to what
areas in the QEH and
what areas need to be ad-
dressed? It is the only way
to truly understand what
the problems are. Should
we look at advancing and
enhancing the role of the
polyclinics? Pushing pre-
ventative care is a possi-
ble answer.

I was taught from very
early that when you are
quick to blame others for a
problem, you should look
in a mirror first. We need
to take some responsibil-
ity ourselves to address
problems which we may
have with our health.Take
action which will mitigate
problems before we end up
as just another statistic in
the health care complex.
In most cases, the actions
which we can take our-
selves will not be so expen-
sive.

The health care complex

Pedestrians’ safety paramount
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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THE epic saga of our
Jamestown/Holetown settlement
is in danger of fading into obliv-
ion unless we refresh it.

On the 14th of April 1605 the
Oliph Blossome, a mid-size ship
of 50 tons set out from Woolwich
docks in London on a voyage to
Guyana. Her owner was Sir
Oliph Leigh. Its principal mis-
sion under the command of
Captain Catalina was to bring
colonists and stores to Charles
Leigh, Sir Oliph’s brother, who
was bravely trying to establish a
settlement on the Oyapok River
in Guyana.

Historian Robert
Schomburgk’s research on the
history of Barbados reveals that
the sailing master was one
Richard Chambers, and “as con-
sequence of his unskilfulness”,
the vessel lost its course and hap-
pened very fortunately to come
within sight of little Barbados
over 300 miles out in the mid-
Atlantic. In the 17th Century,be-
fore an accurate grasp of the
measurement of longitude,
mariners knew that being lost at
sea meant almost certain starva-
tion and death for everyone on
board.

Taking care still to make sure
that the island was not inhabited
by Caribs or controlled by a hos-
tile European force, they found a
sheltered bay on the west coast of
the island where they could see a
creek barely visible through a
“hole”in the thick fringing coastal
mangroves. A creek offered the
promise of a fresh water stream.

The area seemed to be unin-
habited. Arawak Indian settle-
ments had long abandoned their
plantings of edible tubers now
growing wild,and there were pigs
to be hunted – these evidently
left by Portuguese explorers who
almost a century before made it
their custom to leave wild game
to proliferate on islands in case
future Portuguese navigators en
route to Brazil were to be
stranded there.

Grateful to God for bringing
them to such a peaceful and
bountiful haven, the passengers
of the Blossome erected a large
wooden cross, and Captain
Catalina had the words “James I
, K. of E. and this Ylande” en-

graved on a prominent tree on
the bank of the freshwater la-
goon. After re-provisioning and
regaining its bearings, the relief
expedition was set continue on
its mission, but evidently not be-
fore surveying and reporting
more about the coast of this en-
chanting island. They followed
the shore southward, and made
note of a larger river which they
called Indian River having seen
an Arawak bridge lying across it.
Many years later this rustic
structure would inspire the name
Bridge Town.

On her way southwestward to
wards Guyana however, the
Oliph Blossome met with an-
other disruption.This time a sea-
sonal storm blew her well off
course once more to make land-
fall well north,at St.Lucia.Here,
in August 1605,sixty-seven of the
ship’s passengers,too shaken and
distrusting the sailing master’s
incompetence, abandoned the
vessel, proposing to establish a
settlement of their own on that is-
land.

These various calamities and
circumstances naturally greatly
delayed the Blossome’s progress,
and when she eventually reached
Guyana with supplies and a few
fresh labourers, the crew found
Charles Leigh and his camp com-
pletely wiped out by disease and
starvation.

Neither was it to be a much
happier end for the passengers
who broke away and remained
in St.Lucia.After only five weeks,
a confrontation broke out with
the Caribs and together with dis-
entry their number fell to 19.
These few fled the island in an in-
dian canoe and their fate is un-
known.

The Oliph Blossome appar-
ently called again at Barbados in
1606 en route back home,but the
date of her eventual return to
England is not mentioned offi-
cially anywhere. Whether the
captain and crew tried and some-
how failed to settle Barbados, or
whether they lost their way at
sea again during the Atlantic
crossing, is nowhere recorded,
and so the Oliph Blossome’s fate
is also listed as unknown.

News of the various failed
English settlements in the

Americas discouraged further
British entrepreneurs from in-
vesting in such ventures for a
couple decades. It was obviously
more lucrative to trade with es-
tablished Spanish and
Portuguese settlements and - not
infrequently - to engage priva-
teers to simply plunder foreign
embarkations. But in 1624,
Thomas Warner was successful
in starting and then defending a
camp in St Kitts against the
French and the island’s hostile
Kalinago natives. Suddenly, the
interest in early Caribbean “prop-
erty development” was revived.

The following year, in 1625
while marauding through the
string of windward islands in
search of easy Spanish prizes,
John Powell’s caravel - co-inci-
dentally also called “Olive” - was
blown off course in a hurricane
and she ended up drifting onto
the west coast of Barbados. The
crew limped the damaged, leaky
little vessel into the same lagoon
that Captain Catalina made use
of two decades before – the
Jamestown Creek !

After careening and mending
the ship and confirming the
“goodness of the island” Captain
Powell swore that upon his re-
turn to England he would per-
suade his sponsor Sir William
Courteen to apply for a Royal
Charter from the king,giving the
approval to establish a settle-
ment at the place which he then
named Jamestown – in honour of
King James.

With the Royal Charter finally
granted him by the king of
England, Courteen had an in-
alienable proprietary right to ex-
ploit the entire island for his
firm’s profit. In exchange he
would ensure the settlement’s al-
legiance to England and of
course,be subject to regular pay-
ments to the Crown for adminis-
trative services and duties.
Courteen was therefore essen-
tially Barbados’ first foreign in-
vestor, and the construction and
planting of Jamestown was the
island’s first direct foreign invest-
ment project.

On February 14th, 1627, John
Powell’s brother Captain Henry
Powell brought the first team of
European settlers, all carefully

recruited by Sir William
Courteen’s development group.
Equipped with their skills,provi-
sions, tools, perseverance and
courage, this work party set
about to build a country out of
the tangle of trees and roots that
best described the Jamestown
they met.

King James I died at age 50 in
May of 1625 soon after granting
Courteen the concession to “run”
Barbados, and Charles II as-
cended the throne.

Historians point to the 1609
settlement of a Jamestown in
Virginia as the birthplace of the
British Empire.It was indeed the
first English settlement in the
Americas, but the Jamestown
that was built in Barbados in
1627 never changed its location
as did its northern counterpart,
and perhaps more interestingly -
never had its proprietary charter
revoked. Barbados has techni-
cally always been a proprietary
territory – never acquired by
England through a war, neither
dependent on British forces for
her defense - belonging constitu-
tionally rather to its private
shareholders and community of
settlers who have footed the bill
for British administrative serv-
ices, therefore never operating as
a typical Crown Colony.

Eventually the name Hole
Town came into more popular
usage for the southern side of the
creek where the fort and most
other buildings were con-
structed. The north side of the
creek was largely planted with
food crops, but the island’s first
consecrated Anglican church was
built in 1628 on that side of the
creek - on the site where St.
James Parrish church now
stands. When crops and water
were shipped and supplies deliv-
ered in and out of the township,
they were loaded and offloaded
using tenders parked on the
banks of the creek.

Perhaps someday the property
owners of the area will make the
effort to restore this geographic
feature properly. In the mean-
time, our purpose as its legatees
should be to defend it from fur-
ther destruction.

LEE FARNUM-BADLEY

QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844 - 1900)

German philosopher

Ralph Waldo Emerson
(1803-1882)

Essayist & Poet
“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV

“The most perfidious way of
harming a cause consists of de-
fending it deliberately with faulty
arguments.” 

“Whoso would be a man must
be a nonconformist.”

LOVE

Love is not blind – it sees
more, not less. But because
it sees more, it is willing to
see less.
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LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

A FEW days ago I read that Rev.
Dr Michael Clarke in his ser-
mon at the funeral service of a
victim of murder, called for us to
“Bring children to God from
early.” This is a timely call, be-
cause we have to sow seeds of re-
spect, hard work, honesty, grat-
itude and love very early if the
future well being of our nation is
to be realized.

However, I wish to add to this
call. I do feel that efforts are
being made to give our children
experiences of God as evidenced
in many school children attend-
ing services on Ash Wednesday
to mark the beginning of Lent.
The problem seems to be that
experiences such as this one is
not reinforced in some families.
The result is that in later years
when these very children are
faced with daunting challenges
some give way to lawlessness,
resulting in serious crimes. The
present spate of violence among
some of our young people is evi-
dence of this.

Every year hundreds of young
people graduate, looking for jobs.
Those who don’t go on for fur-
ther education and don’t find
jobs sometimes fall by the way-
side, with some ‘choosing to be
voluntary idle.’This is where our
society and our church are also
needed to make their presence
felt. It is that cadre of people
who we should also ‘bring to
God’.

This phenomenon of crime
and violence is further exacer-
bated by a certain indifference in
our society, indeed by our region
and the wider world.That is why
Pope Francis has called on
everyone of goodwill to resolve to
get rid of indifference for Lent.

Please Barbados let us make
a more concerted effort to reach
those persons who are causing
immense pain to families and
by extension our nation. While
we are at it, I remind our
churches that Jesus didn’t just
preach and save souls, he fed,
he healed, he gave hope, he
showed concern and he gave all
he had to empower others, espe-
cially the alienated. It’s not too
late to seek a better Barbados.

FR. CLEMENT PAUL

Go to GodThe ‘hole’ story
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I SHOULD at the outset
indicate that I respect
Israel’s right to exist.
Europe and the West in
general did the right thing
when they supported the
creation of the state of
Israel in 1948. I do not
however accept Israel’s
right to occupy Palestine
with more checkpoints
within the area still be-
longing (de facto) to the
Palestinians than be-
tween Israeli and
Palestinian borders. In
the event that this should
be considered a partisan
statement, I should point
out that this information
was gleaned from a young
Jewish American woman
who lived in the two states
and reported what to her
was surprising and differ-
ent.

I of course supported the
Israeli quest for repara-
tions and the fact that
they were sufficiently per-
sistent not only to win
such reparations, but also
to create the guilt complex
that most Westerners
have about issues concern-
ing Israel. They have
transformed the meaning
of Semitic (referring to a

body of languages started
in Ethiopia and continued
in Arabic, Hebrew,
Assyrian etc.) into mean-
ing merely Jewish, as in
anti-Semitic. To be fair to
Mr. Netanyahu, he
pointed out that the 6 mil-
lion Jews killed in the
Second Great War was
only a fraction of the 60
million killed. He did not
mention the 1 million
Romer (insultingly called
Gypsies) butchered at the
same time as the Jews
(who incidentally got no
reparations) even after
the Swiss were to later
“experiment” on many of
those who survived. And
Africans of the diaspora?
Well there is a lesson for
us to absorb.

I am of course no fan of
the Iranian Ayatollahs.
They are, as Prime
Minister Netanyahu indi-
cated in his speech, sup-
porters of a radical Islam
which I see as a threat to
peace anywhere it is prac-
tised in the same way that
I would react to radical
Christianity (the Ku Klux
Clan, The Lord’s Army in
Uganda or Adolf Hitler in
Germany).

All forms of religious ex-
tremism engender fanati-
cal actions which result in
the slaughter of other peo-
ple. I do not, however, be-
lieve that Iran and the
group that calls itself the
Islamic State are even
similar, although Mr.
Netanyahu managed to
cleverly lump them to-
gether in his “Your
enemy’s enemy is your
enemy.” He might have
been a little more subtle
and said that one’s
enemy’s enemy is not nec-
essarily one’s friend.

Nonetheless, Mr.
Netanyahu’s speech was
one of the most brilliant
diplomatic orations I have
ever heard. He began by
thanking the USA for all
the assistance it had af-
forded. He lavishly
praised President Obama,

listing several of his ac-
tions which indicated that
the President loved Israel
and indicating that there
were even some forms of
assistance he could not di-
vulge. Indeed the first half
of his speech was such an
unmitigated praise for US
policy and US-Israel rela-
tions that one might have
been forgiven for thinking
that the real purpose of
his speech was to reinforce
what he called non-politi-
cal support for Israel.
What he meant was non-
partisan US political sup-
port. However, leaving the
possible misinterpretation
of global support for Israel
as non-political was a
supreme diplomatic
stroke.

Then he proceeded to
elaborate on Iran. His
view, paranoid as it may

be, was that any negotia-
tion with Iran was mean-
ingless.

He wanted to see any
nuclear capability in Iran
eradicated. He wanted the
centrifuges shut down and
destroyed etc. He was not
directly criticizing the ef-
forts being conducted by
President Obama and his
Western colleagues, but he
was pushing a viewpoint
that suggested that Iran
was dangerous without
nuclear missiles and
would be worse with
them.

Of course, he made no
mention of Israel’s nuclear
stockpile. Incidentally,
during the Sixty Days”
War, when a US spy ship
off the coast was monitor-
ing whether Israel at a low
point in the war would re-
sort to nuclear weaponry,
Israel bombed the radio
segment of that ship,
killing several US sailors.
The story, written in a
book by an American Jew
ends by indicating that
Israel claimed that it
could not identify the flag
the ship was flying. The
matter of the men killed
died.

Finally, Mr.Netanyahu
tried to suggest that his
speech was not political.
That was pushing his
diplomatic skills a bridge
too far. First, it was clear
that John Boehner’s invi-
tation without going
through the normal chan-
nels was an attempt to get
back at President Obama.
A skilled politician like
Mr. Netanyahu would
have known this long be-
fore accepting such an in-
vitation.

Secondly, he needed to
appeal to his followers and
others at home. He had to
show them that he was
strong on issues involving
Israel even though the ne-
gotiations, now ongoing
(which he has possibly
soured) are beside war on
Iran or the status quo the
only options available. He
is supposed to be behind in
the polls at home. In spite
of the fact that President
Obama diplomatically
said that he would not
meet him because that
would be tantamount to
interfering in Israeli elec-
tions, he hoped his move
could gain him some
needed points in the polls.
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A REGIONAL, even
global approach to
tourism needs to be
adopted by many more
of the industries offi-
cials, practitioners
and stakeholders, says
a past President of the
Barbados Hotel and
Tourism Association
(BHTA).

Colin Jordan, made this
assertion while sharing
his comments at the re-
cent launch of a new aca-
demic text called
Contemporary Caribbean
Tourism: Concepts and
Cases.

Jordan stated that
challenges in any part of
the Caribbean region
were challenges for the
entire space and that as
such, a regional approach

was important in order
for tourism practitioners
to see themselves as re-
gional and global 
citizens.

He also added, “we
[practitioners] have to ad-
just our mindsets to
recognise that the days of
taking a job or starting a
business in the country of
your birth and staying
there until you retire or
dispose of the business,
those days are almost
over, we are regional and
global citizens”.

Jordan also made the
point that within the con-
text of tourism being an
export industry, there
needed to be greater 
discussion on the need for
a fiscal regime that 
would allow tourism as

“that global export 
industry to compete 
with the plethora of 
comparable tourism 
destinations across the
world”.

He believed that the
new book, written by Drs.
Sherma Roberts, Acolla
Cameron and Mechelle
Best was particularly
timely and relevant, par-
ticularly its focus on plan-
ning and developing the
setting up of tourism at-
tractions. Jordan also felt
that the industry would
benefit significantly if
practitioners, and those
who interacted with
them, were more knowl-
edgeable about the ins
and outs of tourism.

“We are forced to ac-
knowledge that there is

not only in the facilitating
sectors, but within the in-
dustry itself, a lack of un-
derstanding of tourism
and its importance... and
how it can be a real gen-
uine developmental
tool...”, he said.

Amongst some of his
other concerns were the

under-performance of
some of our attractions –
in terms of attracting vis-
itors – and the under-
utilisation of the 
UNESCO World Heritage
Inscription for
Bridgetown and its
Garrison. He was of the
view that a solution

would require collabora-
tion between the public
and private sectors and
he looked ahead to
emerging tourism 
academics and practition-
ers coming up with 
“sensible solutions to cur-
rent and future chal-
lenges”. (RS)
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Secretary General of
the Caribbean Tourism
Organization Hugh
Riley as he made brief
remarks at the book
launch.

Authors (l-r) Drs. Acolla Cameron, Sherma Roberts and Mechelle Best sign copies of their academic text Contemporary Caribbean
Tourism: Concepts and Cases during a book launch and mingle held last week at the 3Ws Pavilion, UWI Cave Hill.

Regional, global approach to tourism needs to be adopted

A section of those who attended.

 



AFTER seven
episodes, eight work-
shops, four major chal-
lenges and a final
question and answer
session, Sean Carter of
Rhema Cooling was
declared the overall
winner of Bank on ME
Season 2, in an excit-
ing hour long Finale
last night.

Carter won $15 000 cash
from Scotiabank along
with a host of other prizes,

while Dario Greenidge of
Shine Vehicle Care Centre
copped the Fund Access
‘Spirit of Enterprise
Award’ of $5 000 and
Janelle Mitchell of Smart
Arts Room won the cov-
eted ‘People’s Choice
Award’ of $2 000 from the
Barbados Investment &
Development Corporation
(BIDC).

In addition to putting
the finalists Dario
Greenidge, Michael
Holder and Sean Carter
through their paces, the
Finale highlighted up-
dates on the finalists from
Season One, a day in the
life of the current finalists,
the tour by Hon. Stephen
Lashley, Minister of Sport,
Youth and Culture, of the
Bank on ME Exhibition at
Sky Mall, the
Entrepreneurial
Masterclass with Hon
Gordon ‘Butch’ Stewart as
well as the Distinguished
Entrepreneur Awards
Ceremony with Mr
Stewart and Rawle
Brancker.

The judging panel on
the night, Ouida Murrell,
Shelley Williams, Richard
Haynes and Eddy Abed
was joined by special guest
judge Andre Bello,
Commercial Manager,

Virgin Atlantic.
In summarising the

show, Alison Saunders,
Executive Producer and
Director of Bank on ME
said: “Blue Waters
Productions is thrilled
with the response from the
public to Bank on Me
Season 2.While the broad-
casts are over in Barbados,
the show is at various
stages throughout the
Caribbean with some
broadcasts still to begin.
We are really excited
about being able to expose
our entrepreneurs and
their products and serv-
ices to 24 regional mar-
kets, including major ones

like Jamaica, Trinidad
and the Bahamas. We are
also still in the investment
process and we will be
sharing more information
on those outcomes later
on.”

Bank on ME is pre-
sented by Blue Waters
Productions in association
with Scotiabank with the
support of Barbados
Yellow Pages, Caribbean
Export Development
Agency, European Union,
Merville Lynch
Productions Inc., SFa
Communications Inc,
Fund Access, National
Initiative for Service
Excellence, Youth
Entrepreneurship
Scheme, Barbados
Investment and
Development Corporation,
Human Resource
Development Strategy
Unit of the Ministry of
Labour, Cave Hill School
of Business, Barbados
Entrepreneurship
Foundation, Dingolay,
Alwyn Kirk Photos and
Irie Foods.

The full range of prizes
include:- $15000 cash from
presenting sponsor,
Scotiabank, a scholarship
for short courses at Cave
Hill School of Business,
Communication services
from SFa
Communications, a Quick
Books Package and
Training compliments of
QBMED, Advertising in
the Barbados Yellow
Pages,YES Courses for all
six Finalists.

Spirit of Enterprise $5000 grant
from Fund Access

People’s Choice Award – $2000
grant from the Barbados
Investment and Development
Corporation

All Three Finalists – a dive for
two on the Atlantis Submarine

Mentor’s Prize – Staycation
compliments of Bougainvillea
Resort
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Tuesday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 4, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling

Euro 2.22969    2.27149              
Pound Sterling £ 3.06243    3.11984              
Canadian $ 1.59503 1.62839
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.22550        2.27149              
Pound Sterling £ 3.05668 3.11984              
Canadian $ 1.59201 1.62839              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313

Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.19332 2.28568 
Pound Sterling £ 3.01247 3.13933              
Canadian $ 1.58299 1.62982              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01734
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31580

Sean Carter of Rhema Cooling
is Bank on Me winner

Jubilant Sean Carter -Winner (centre), flanked by
Michael Holder and Dario Greenidge.

Janelle Mitchell winning the People’s Choice Award
with Sonia Trotman from BIDC.
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
The Central Bank of Trinidad
and Tobago Monday announced
that it sold US$250 million to
the banking system, completely
offsetting a US$154 million for-
eign exchange gap experienced
in February.

In a brief statement, the
Central Bank, which has come
under severe criticism for its
new foreign exchange policy,
said that demand for foreign ex-
change from the business com-
munity and public totalled
US$592 million in February
2015, while supply of foreign
exchange, mainly from energy
sector companies, amounted to
US$438 million, resulting in
the overall gap of US$154 mil-
lion.

“In keeping with its strategic
foreign exchange management

programme, Central Bank sold
US$250 million to the banking
system, completely offsetting
the gap and providing just over
US$95 million in excess supply
to be used in early March 2015.”

It said that conversions by
the energy sector contributed
71 per cent or US$310 million
to total foreign exchange in-
flows for February 2015.

“Demand was mainly driven
by the Retail and Distribution
(US$141 million),
Manufacturing (US$38 mil-
lion), and Automobile (US$19
million) sectors. Net credit card
sales amounted to US$19 mil-
lion.”

The Central Bank said that
Trinidad and Tobago’s net offi-
cial reserves currently stand at
US$10.7 billion, representing
one year worth of import cover.

JALISSA Harris is the
grand prize winner of
Flow’s More to Love cam-
paign during this month of
love. Harris, who was ran-
domly selected, won a 48-
inch Smart TV, FREE Video
on Demand movies, dinner
for two delivered to her
doorstep, compliments of
Eat Street & Co. Restaurant,
and a lovely Valentine’s Day
hamper filled with loads of
treats.

To qualify, persons only
needed to sign up or upgrade to
any video service or pay their
bill in full for a chance to win.
During the week leading up to
Valentine’s Day two lucky cus-
tomers were chosen daily to win
exciting prizes that include
Tiami Catamaran Cruises,
Infinity on the Beach 

Day Passes, Dinners at
Tapas, Spa Treatments at
Golden Touch Spa and
Valentines Hampers.

But it was Ms. Harris who
walked away with the grand
prize, presented on Saturday,

February 14th in Speightstown,
St Peter during a sales promo-
tion highlighting FLOW serv-
ices availability in Northern
areas in St. Peter and St. Lucy.
The general public also had
More to Love from FLOW re-
ceiving gifts like bottles of wine,
Chocolate Gift Boxes from local
company Agapey Chocolate
Factory, movie tickets and
vouchers from Urban Kitchen
and Chutney’s.

And elated Ms. Harris said “I
am overjoyed! I can’t believe it!
I’ve never won anything in my
life,” adding that she was hav-
ing a tough day when she re-
ceived the call “so I’m very
thankful to FLOW for the won-
derful prizes”.

Vice President of Sales,
Marketing and
Communications, Shelly Ann
Hee Chung said “We at Flow
want to continue to be the
Service Provider of Choice. As
we continue to deliver cutting
edge  services with the recent
soft launch of Flow’s Cloud
Video Recording and Video on

Demand service, we are giving
our customers more to love.”

For more information on
FLOW’s Cloud Video Recording
and Video on Demand service

as well as our Parental Control
feature and newly launched
FLOW TV on Channel 99, go to

http://www.discoverflow.co/bar-
bados or call the Customer Care
Centre at 620.FLOW (3569).

OIL rose more than $1 in
volatile trade yesterday as fight-
ing in Libya and signs of
stronger global demand out-
weighed persistent concerns
about a supply glut.

Brent crude futures rose more
than $2 at one point before slip-
ping back to trade just below
$61, recovering from their
biggest one-day decline in a
month on Monday.

Rival Libyan forces carried
out tit-for-tat air strikes on oil
terminals and an airport, reviv-
ing fears over supplies from the
OPEC member and helping
Brent recover above the $60
level that has anchored prices
since mid-February.

Oilfields and ports are in-
creasingly a target in Libya’s
conflict, which pits two rival
governments and their armed
forces against each other. Forces
claiming allegiance to Islamic
State have also targeted oil-
fields and pipelines.

Brent for April delivery
LCOc1 traded $1.30 higher at

$60.84 a barrel by 8.56 a.m. ET.
It had traded as high as $61.78
earlier in the day.

U.S. crude futures CLc1, also
known as West Texas
Intermediate or WTI, were up
34 cents at $49.93 a barrel. The
U.S. benchmark’s discount to
Brent narrowed sharply on
Monday, reversing after touch-
ing $13.03, the widest since
January 2014.

It traded at $10.91 on
Tuesday.

Analysts said the market re-
mained well supplied and the
gains defied the underlying fun-
damentals, but signs of eco-
nomic strength in Europe and
Asia lent support.

European shares rose close to
seven-year highs on better than
expected German retail sales
data, while a resurgent yen
knocked the U.S. dollar index off
an 11-year high, making com-
modities priced in the green-
back slightly cheaper for holders
of other currencies.

Stronger economies should in-

crease demand for oil, which has
already been boosted by the
sharp drop in prices from above
$115 a barrel in June.

“The low prices have helped
demand, and that has sup-
ported the crude oil market,”
said Olivier Jakob of
PetroMatrix.

Data showed China’s January
crude oil throughput climbed
0.6 percent on last year to 9.27
million barrels per day.

Traders are also watching to
see whether the low prices will
dent output in Russia, the
North Sea and the fast-growing
U.S. shale fields, where there
was a 12th straight weekly de-
cline last week in the number of
rigs drilling for oil.

Despite the slowing rig count,
U.S. production and output in
the Middle East remain high.

“Oversupply is still an issue,
and this caps the upside poten-
tial of oil prices in this supply-
driven market,” ABN AMRO
senior energy economist Hans
van Cleef said in a note.

Oil trades near $61 on Libya
clashes

T&T Central Bank
moves to ease
foreign exchange
shortage

Jalissa Harris has more to love with Flow!

Marketing Executive, Ms. Julie Jones (left) with Grand Prize Winner Ms. Jalissa Harris.
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PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – The coalition
People’s Partnership gov-
ernment says it will file a
motion of no confidence
against Opposition Leader
Dr. Keith Rowley as the
campaign for the 2015 gen-
eral election unofficially
kicked off here on Monday
night.

“I have instructed the
Leader of Government
Business in the House of
Representatives in the
Parliament to file a motion
of no confidence against
the Leader of the
Opposition over Dr. (Keith)
Rowley’s failure and re-
fusal to disclose the fact
that Mr. (David) West was
a potential witness for him
in support of his defence in
a pending defamation law-
suit brought by the former
attorney general,” Prime
Minister Kamla Persad
Bissessar told a public
meeting of her ruling
United National Congress
(UNC) on Monday night.

“I have also instructed
our lawyers to advise on
whether Dr. Rowley’s si-
lence, misrepresentation,
violated the provisions of
the Integrity in Public Life

Act so as to justify an in-
vestigation by the Integrity
Commission. Our lawyers
will advise whether there
is a prima facie case to
show that Dr. Rowley is in
breach of the Integrity in
Public Life Act,”she added.

Prime Minister 
Persad Bissessar 
dismissed her attorney
general Anand Ramlogan
and her national security 
minister Gary Griffith fol-
lowing the disclosure by
the police that they had
launched an investigation
into possible charges of
perverting the course 
of justice against
Ramlogan.

The police probe was
sparked by Griffith indi-
cating that he had been
asked by the then attorney
general to get West, the di-
rector of the Police
Complaints Authority
(PCA) to withdraw a wit-
ness statement in support
of Rowley in a defamation
suit bright against him by
Ramlogan.

Prime Minister Persad
Bissessar has been calling
for West’s removal from the
post in light of the allega-
tions and had also written

President Anthony
Carmona on establishing
an independent commis-
sion to probe West.

Former attorney general
Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj has rubbished the
moves by Prime Minister
Persad Bissessar and in-
stead has also called fo a
police probe into three
other senior government
ministers arising out of the
attempt to get West to
withdraw his witness
statement.

Prime Minister Persad
Bissessar told party sup-
porters that she would
soon announce the date for
the general election that
must be held no later than
September this year, but
that her administration
still had a lot of work to
complete.

“You will have to wait a
little while longer because
we have a lot more work to
complete before that date
is presented to you. We
have not started the
screening process but there
is no hurry.We will do that
at the right time.

“We have not nominated
any candidate for any con-
stituency. We will only do

so after we consult with
you and with all the exec-
utives in every con-
stituency. When we make
the decisions, then we will
want you all to work with
us to ensure victory,” she
told supporters at a schhol
in the La
Horquetta/Talparo con-
stituency, east of here.

The main opposition
People’s National
Movement (PNM) has al-
ready started screening

and announcing candi-
dates to contest the 41
seats at stake in the gen-
eral election.

She told supporters that
Rowley had over the last
five years not demon-
strated leadership quali-
ties adding “we must not
let them get into office.”
She said several would not
be completed by them “be-
cause they would have
been projects of the
Partnership.”

ROSEAU, Dominica  –
Dominica is hoping
that its decision to join
the Trinidad and
Tobago-based
Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ) on
Friday will lead to
other Caribbean
Community (CARI-
COM) countries follow-
ing suit.

Attorney General Levi
Peter, speaking on the
state-owned DBS radio,
said that the CCJ, which
was established by re-
gional governments in
2001 to replace the
London-based Privy
Council as the Caribbean’s
final court, will allow for
more people to have access

to its rulings.
He said the fact that the

CCJ would be sitting in
different Caribbean coun-
tries would result in sub-
stantial savings for liti-
gants and others seeking
to appear before the Court.

“The Court is an inno-
vative Court, it is open to
taking advantage of all the
new technologies…for ad-
vancing justice in the re-
gion and bringing justice
as close as possible to
members and residents of
the region,” he said.

Dominica will join
Barbados, Belize and
Guyana that have signed
on to both the Appellate
and Original jurisdictions
of the CCJ that also func-

tions as an international
tribunal interpreting the
Revised Treaty of
Chagauaramas that gov-
erns the 15-member re-
gional integration move-
ment.

Most of the other
Caribbean countries are
signatories to the Original
jurisdiction.

Peter said that the sign-
ing ceremony on Friday at
the State House will be at-
tended by the CCJ
President Sir Dennis
Byron and other legal lu-
minaries from here and
the region.

“We hope that our move
will be as it were, a cata-
lyst for a number of other
states in the region to do

so, particularly the OECS
(Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States) but also
the wider (region,” he said
making reference to the
attempts by Jamaica to ac-
cede to the CCJ.

“It is really something I
think we should all em-
brace and make it work,
because like any entity or
institution there will be
challenges and when they
arise require the combined
efforts of all to seek to ad-
dress those,” he said
adding that “what I think
we all want is to have a
court that we will all be
proud of and from which
we could get the justice
that we require whenever
the need arises”.

14 • Wednesday March 4, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

Dominica’s Attorney General Levi Peter

THE Guyanese govern-
ment has described as un-
ethical and disingenuous
the decision by some
media houses to publish
the private medical de-
tails of some government
officials.

In a statement, the
Ministry of Health said it
wanted to voice its ab-
solute consternation at
the decision of the media
houses to take what it
said were cheap shots for
political mileage.

The ministry said it is
well established that pri-
vate details, particularly
those dealing with the
health and finance of cit-
izens, are not normally
exposed, except under
certain extreme condi-
tions.

It further said media
houses have revealed
their political biases and
an insensitive and inimi-
cal culture of journalism,
towards the Government
of Guyana and the ruling
People’s Progressive
Party Civic.

CASTRIES, St Lucia – A
33-year-old Canadian na-
tional was due to appear
in court yesterday on
charges related to the
drowning death of a four-

year old last month.
Police said Sahab

Jamshidi, a medical stu-
dent from Hamilton in the
Canadian province of
Ontario,has been formally

charged with “recklessly
causing the death” of
Terrel Joshua Elibox of
the southern town of
Vieux Fort.

Relatives police that on

February 22, the toddler
was attending a church
picnic with his family
when Jamshidi allegedly
placed him on a surfboard
against the wish of his

guardian who watched in
horror as the surfboard
flipped sending Terrel
overboard.

The pre-schooler’s body
was found by a civillian

two days later floating in
the same area where he
had been reported miss-
ing.

Jamshidi has main-
tained his innocence.

Dominica hoping other countries
follow its decision to join CCJ

Kamla plans motion of no
confidence against T&T
opposition leader

Prime Minister Kamla Persad Bissessar at a pub-
lic meeting of her ruling United National Congress
(UNC) on Monday night.

St Lucia: Canadian man charged in drowning death of toddler

Guyana
Gov’t
condemns
publication 
– of medical

records



PARIS – President Francois
Hollande will travel to Cuba in
May in the first such trip by a
French head of state.

The visit comes as President
Barack Obama is increasing U.S.
ties with Cuba, and the
Caribbean island is gradually

opening up after decades of com-
munist rule.

Hollande’s office said in a state-
ment Tuesday that he will visit
May 11,after a trip to the French
Antilles. It provided no other in-
formation about the Cuba 
trip.

THE newly elected St. Kitts-
Nevis government Monday
warned criminals it is taking
a zero approach towards
crime on the island and an-
nounced a series of measures
to deal with the situation.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris in a radio broadcast said
the “number one priority” of his
Team Unity administration will
be the security of the twin island
Federation and its citizens.

“Let there be no mistake about
that. My administration will at
all times have a zero tolerance
policy towards crime, period.

“Crime helps no one and it
harms everyone. Among other
things crime destablises neigh-
bourhoods, it hurts our families
and communities, it erodes our
attractiveness as a place where
people invest and create jobs and
it damages our reputation as a
beautiful country,” said Prime
Minister Browne, whose admin-
istration was elected to office on
February 16.

He told the nation that crime
will also hurt the criminals be-
cause his administration will
provide no comfort from crimi-
nals.

“We will be strong, we will be
resolute and relentless in our ef-
forts to fight crime. Our people,
this country will not be defined
by a miniscule deviant group of
people that neither attributes
values nor shows respect for
human life.

“This government will imple-
ment immediately enhanced se-
curity preventive measures to en-
sure the safety and security of
our Federation.This is of utmost
importance,” Prime Minister
Harris said, noting his govern-
ment has given a commitment
that the police will receive the
necessary resources to fight
crime.

“The criminal elements in this
country must know that they will
have no safe haven here. It is a
new day. Our people deserve to
live in safe and secure neighbour-
hoods.Our people deserve better
and we must give them better,
crime will not be tolerated in St.
Kitts-Nevis,” he assured the na-
tion.

He said the government would
also move to address the “tight
lipped no snitching culture” that
has crept into the society as
gangsters move to exact their
own form of justice against each
other and the society on a whole.

“We will increase emphasis on
the Crime Stoppers initiative
makes it more effective in the
fight against crime. We will con-
sult further with the OECS
Supreme Court regarding the
creating of a special court to ad-
dress the cases of violent crimes,
guns and drug trafficking.”

Prime Minister Harris said he
was urging your people engaged
in criminal activities to desist
and seek to take advantage of
the other opportunities provided

by the state for their socio-eco-
nomic development.

“We all have choices, but
choices of course have conse-
quences. I say to you the most
youthful among us,who make up
the large percentage of our prison
population, you who choose to
take life, that you did not give
life and sure it is not yours to
take.

“Instead you must value life,
you must find other means to set-
tle your dispute,” he said urging
the youngsters to think twice be-
fore joining criminal gangs.

He said that his government
will provide the environment for
everyone to contribute to the de-
velopment of the twin island
Federation.

“You have an opportunity for a
fresh start to replace your frus-
trations and anger with peace,
with love and real hope for a bet-
ter tomorrow for you and your
family, “Prime Minister Harris
said, warning “we will not allow
you to steal the soul of this na-
tion.

“That will not happen under
my administration,” he added.
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Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris

President Francois Hollande 

A 14-YEAR-OLD student of
Donald Quarrie High in Jamaica
was yesterday morning report-
edly beheaded at her home in St
Thomas. She has been identified
as Kayanece Simpson.

The Gleaner/Power 106 News
Centre understands that
Simpson woke up approximately
four o’clock and went to an out-
side bathroom to take a
shower. When she did not return,
her grandmother reportedly
went to investigate.

She found the teen’s body with
her head severed.

The police say no motive has
yet been established for the
killing and no suspects identi-
fied.“She was found at the back
of the house, with chop wounds
to her forehead, head and neck.
Based on the mode of dress with
blouse on and boxers, it appears
she was preparing for school”
said deputy superintendent of
police, Beresford Williams, act-
ing commander of St Thomas.

KINGSTON, Jamaica – The
Ministry of Health yesterday an-
nounced that it has undertaken
research on the chikungunya
virus, to characterise the chikun-
gunya fever outbreak in Jamaica.

Acting Chief Medical Officer,Dr
Marion Bullock DuCasse said the
research is being done in collabo-
ration with health researchers na-
tionally and regionally,according
to a release from the ministry.One
of the key deliverables of this
group is to develop guidelines for
the management of chikungunya
fever specific to Jamaica.

“The ministry will also use the
opportunity to get a better sense
of the extent of the outbreak and
the effect on the population as it
is believed that several cases were
not reported to the ministry’s
Surveillance Unit and so could
not be included in official figures”
the release said.

Meanwhile, Dr DuCasse said
people with underlying medical
conditions who have chikungunya
infection are at increased risk of
severe symptoms and complica-
tions, including death.

The Ministry therefore recom-
mends that if experiencing symp-
toms, these persons should seek
medical attention immediately,”
Dr DuCasse urged.

St. Kitts gets tough
on criminals

French president to make
historic trip to Cuba

JA Health
Ministry to
develop
management
guidelines 

CASTRIES, St Lucia  – Four
men, including three from India
will re-appear in court on March
11 on charges of human traffick-
ing in St Lucia.

Police said that the four men,
including a national from
Bangladesh, were arrested and
charged last weekend in connec-
tion with an alleged scam that
brought more than 20 young
people to St Lucia from Nepal
and the Philippines.

The group claimed that they
had responded to an offer of ed-
ucation in hospitality, cruise and
business management, from

Lambirds Academy which is
based in northern town of Gros
Islet.

The Asians said they each
paid $US9, 000 each for the
courses and $US13,000 each to
get to St Lucia, but on arrival
here were told by law enforce-
ment authorities that they had
been duped.

Most of the group members
are now stranded here and are
being assisted by sympathetic
St Lucians, and the Roman
Catholic Pastoral Centre.

The four men have been re-
manded into custody.

Four foreigners on human
trafficking charges in St Lucia

J’can teen
reportedly
beheaded 

from CHIKV research
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POLICE officers shot and
killed a homeless man in
downtown Los Angeles on
Sunday in a dramatic con-
frontation caught on
video.

Five officers grappled on a
pavement with a man known
as Africa before shooting him
five times in front of horrified
onlookers.

The victim, whose full name
has not been made public, was
pronounced dead shortly after
the encounter, which unfolded
just before midday in a neigh-
bourhood of homeless people
and shelters close to the finan-
cial district.

Sgt Barry Montgomery, an
LAPD spokesman, told a tele-
vision station the incident
would be fully investigated.
“It’s going to be a long inves-
tigation and we will , you
know, get to the bottom of it.”

The department did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for elaboration.

In broad daylight
People at the scene and on

social media expressed shock
that a scuffle on a busy street
in broad daylight ended with
lethal force, putting police vi-
olence under renewed
scrutiny in the wake of
protests over fatal encounters
in New York, Ferguson,
Missouri and other cities.

A report of an altercation
between two people near East
Sixth Street and South San
Pedro at 11.36 a.m. prompted
officers to the scene, said Jack
Richter, an LAPD spokesman.
They tasered and then shot a
man during a struggle, he
said. One officer was reported
slightly injured.

The video, which was posted
on Facebook, showed officers
grappling with a man beside
what appeared to be an im-
provised tent and other home-
less possessions. He resisted
with flailing limbs.

A woman passing by
scooped up a night-stick
dropped by an officer. Two of-
ficers handcuffed her while
their colleagues continued
wrestling with the man.

A man who appeared to be
one of the officers is heard in-
structing “Drop the gun, drop
the gun”, after which five gun-
shots are fired. The officers
stood back, some with guns
drawn, and the homeless man
lay motionless on the ground.

Onlookers gasped and re-
monstrated. “They just killed
that man. They just shot
that... man like that,” said
one.

Witnesses gave conflicting

accounts of events. Dennis
Horne (29) told reporters that
Africa had been fighting with
someone else in his tent when
police arrived.

When he refused to comply
with a police order to emerge,
officers tasered and dragged
him out, Mr Horne said. They
tackled him to the ground,
where he continued to fight,
until he was shot, said Mr
Horne. “It’s sad. There’s no
justification to take some-
body’s life.”

Another witness, Lonnie
Franklin (53), said Africa was
lying face down on the pave-
ment when officers arrived
with guns drawn, yelling,

“Down, down”.
When Africa got up and

started resisting, the officers
“went straight to lethal force”,
according to Mr Franklin.

Another witness, who asked
not to be identified, told the
paper the man punched and
kicked the officers and
reached for one of their serv-
ice weapons.

Sleeping agreement
Under a court agreement,

people are allowed to sleep on
the streets from 9 p.m. to 6
a.m. but must pack away tents
in the daytime.

Another resident, Ina
Murphy, who lives in a nearby

apartment, said Africa had ar-
rived in the area about four
or five months ago. He told her
he had recently been released
after spending 10 years in a
mental facility, Ms Murphy
said.

Steve Soboroff, the presi-
dent of the police commission,
which provides civilian over-
sight of the department, said
the key issue was whether the
dead man did indeed lunge for
an officer’s gun.

Authorities were respond-
ing swiftly, he tweeted.
“Thorough investigations by
dept and our independent in-
spector general proceeding si-
multaneously.”

TANZANIA’S President
Jakaya Kikwete has vowed to
end the killings of albinos,
which he said had brought
shame on the East African na-
tion.

“I’m shocked and saddened
at the sudden upsurge in these
macabre killings,” he is quoted
as saying in a TV address.

Albino people, who lack pig-
ment in their skin, have faced
attacks for their body parts,
which witchdoctors believe
bring good luck and wealth.

The president said such be-
liefs were false and fuelled the
“ongoing evil”.

The Tanzania Albinism
Society (Tas) had planned to

march to State House in Dar es
Salaam on Monday to deliver a
message to President Kikwete,
but the police banned the
demonstration, citing security
reasons.

The president said he was
ready to meet albino leaders
and campaigners at a later
date to discuss possible solu-
tions to the killings.

Last month, an albino tod-
dler was found dead with all
his limbs hacked off and a
young girl with albinism has
been missing since December.

Witchdoctors banned
The UN warned last year

that attacks on albinos were

on the rise ahead of elections
later this year, with politicians
turning to witchdoctors to im-
prove their luck.

“It is a false belief that if
someone has the body part of a
person with albinism, this will
bring success in business, fish-
ing and mining activities. This
is what has been fuelling this
ongoing evil,” President
Kikwete was quoted as saying
in his monthly national televi-
sion address.

He said the government
would continue its attempts to
end the attacks as albinos
should not live in fear.

“I believe with the close co-
operation between the govern-

ment and society, we will suc-
ceed in ending these killings
of persons with albinism and
rid our nation of this shame.”

Mr Kikwete said the clamp-
down by the authorities had
led to a lull in attacks since
2011 and he was perplexed by
recent cases, Tanzania’s
Citizen newspaper reports.

The government banned
witchdoctors in January as
part of its efforts to prevent
further attacks and kidnap-
pings.

According to the Red Cross,
witchdoctors are prepared to
pay $75,000 (£50,000) for a
complete set of albino body
parts.

At least 75 people living with
albinism in Tanzania have
been killed in targeted attacks
since 2000.

President Kikwete said that
over the last nine years, 139
suspects had been appre-
hended on links to albino at-
tacks, 73 of whom had been ac-
quitted and 15 found guilty, the
Citizen says.

Albinism is particularly
prevalent in Tanzania with one
in 1,400 affected, according to
a 2006 BMC Public Health re-
port. This compares with one
in 20,000 in Western countries.

Some researchers believe the
higher rate is due to inbreed-
ing.

Tanzania albino killings to end, vows President Kikwete

Police shoot homeless man dead in Los Angeles

Fernando Avila kneels at the makeshift memorial near the site of Sunday’s officer-involved shooting in downtown L.A.’s skid row.
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AUSTRALIA is to signifi-
cantly increase its contin-
gent of troops training
local forces in Iraq, Prime
Minister Tony Abbott has
announced.

An additional 300
troops will be sent to the
country in a joint mission
with New Zealand, Mr
Abbott said.

They will join the 200
special forces already in
the country tasked with
training the Iraqi army.

The Royal Australian
Air Force joined the US-
led coalition against
Islamic State (IS) in Iraq
in October.

‘Death cult’
Mr Abbott said that

supporting the Iraqi army
in its fight against IS –
which he referred to by
another name, Daesh –
was vital to domestic as
well as international se-
curity.

The training mission
was intended to take two
years, he said, with a re-
view after 12 months. He
declined to say whether it
would be Australia’s last
troop commitment in the
IS conflict.

The deployment brings
the total number of
Australian troops in the

region to 900.
“We haven’t taken this

decision lightly”, Mr
Abbott said. “Ultimately
it is Iraq that must defeat
the death cult Daesh, but
we do not want to leave
the Iraqis on their own.

“We are naturally reluc-
tant as a peace-loving peo-
ple to reach out to far-
away conflicts but as we
know, this conflict has
been reaching out to us for
months now.”

Mr Abbott said that
about 100 Australians
had joined IS in Syria and
Iraq, and a further 150
were believed to support

the group from home.
He said that the conflict

with IS had been “reach-
ing out to our country for
months”.

Defence Minister Kevin
Andrews spoke after Mr
Abbott, warning that “the
world cannot ignore” the
“brutality and depravity”
of IS.

New Zealand Prime
Minister John Key pre-
empted the announce-
ment last week when he
revealed that New
Zealand was sending 143
troops to Iraq in a joint op-
eration with Australia.

IS militants currently

control large swathes of
both Iraq and Syria, hav-
ing launched a major of-
fensive in the region in
June.

The training by
Australian and New
Zealand troops is de-
signed to bolster Iraqi
forces’ ability to push back
against the IS advance.

The troops will be based
in Taji, a rural district
north of Baghdad.

On Monday, Australia
made it a criminal offence
for an Australian national
to set foot in the Islamic
State stronghold of Mosul
without a legitimate rea-

son such as a visit to fam-
ily.

Any Australian who
travels to the city could
face 10 years in prison.

Similar restrictions
were put in place in
December making it an of-
fence for Australian citi-
zens to travel to the
Syrian province of al-
Raqqa, another IS strong-
hold.

Australia raised its ter-
rorism threat level from
medium to high in
September, fearing at-
tacks from Australian ji-
hadists returning to the
country.

Australia to send more troops to train Iraqi forces

WASHINGTON – The
U.S.-led military coalition
in Iraq has killed more
than 8,500 Islamic State
fighters since its bombing
campaign began in
August and has gained
the upper hand, the top
general overseeing the
coalition said yesterday.

Army Gen. Lloyd
Austin, the commander of
U.S. Central Command,
said the Islamic State,
which has controlled key
parts of northern and
western Iraq since last
summer, is no longer ca-
pable of seizing and hold-
ing new territory.

“He has assumed a de-
fensive crouch in Iraq,”
Austin told the House
Armed Services
Committee.

In late January, after
other American officials
were quoted in news re-
ports as estimating that
6,000 Islamic State fight-
ers had been killed, then-
Defence Secretary Chuck
Hagel, who fought in the
Vietnam war as an en-
listed soldier, said it was
clear that thousands had
been killed but he refused
to endorse any specific
body count. “I was in a
war where there were a
lot of body counts every
day, and we lost that war,”
he said.

Austin said that in ad-
dition to killing at least
8,500 Islamic State fight-
ers, the U.S.-led bombing

has destroyed “hundreds”
of the group’s vehicles,
tanks and heavy weapons.
The bombing also has de-
graded the group’s ability
to generate revenue by
striking oil refineries and
crude oil collection sites,
particularly in neighbour-
ing Syria.

“The fact is that he can
no longer do what he did
at the outset, which is to
seize and to hold new ter-
ritory,” Austin said.

Austin made the re-
marks in his prepared
statement at a hearing on
President Barack
Obama’s request for new
legal authority to execute
the military campaign
against the Islamic State.
Austin is a former com-
mander of U.S. forces in
Iraq.

The general was speak-
ing amid new uncertainty
about the direction of the
battle against the Islamic
State as Iraqi forces, in-
cluding Iranian-sup-
ported Shiite militias,
opened a counteroffensive
against the Islamic State
in the city of Tikrit.

In the weeks ahead,
Austin said, it is likely the
Islamic State will conduct
limited attacks and “or-
chestrate horrific scenes”
to distract and intimidate.

“But make no mistake.
ISIL is losing this fight,
and I am certain that he
will be defeated,” Austin
said.

Report: 8,500
Islamic State
fighters killed
in Iraq so far

THE British graduate
unmasked as “Jihadi
John” was bullied at
school, his former
head teacher has re-
vealed.

Jo Shuter, the former
headteacher of Quintin
Kynaston school, said she
was horrified to find that
Mohamed Emwazi was
the Islamic State fighter
shown beheading
Western hostages of the
terror group.

She told the media: “I
can’t even begin to say the
shock and the horror that
I feel.

“Even now when I’m
listening to the news and
I hear his name I feel the
skin on the back of my
neck stand up because it
is just so far from what I
knew of him, and it is so
shocking and so horren-
dous the things that he
has done.”

Ms Shuter said that far
from the arrogant killer

who features on IS videos,
she remembered a “hard-
working” boy bullied by
his schoolmates.

She said: “He had ado-
lescent issues, as some of
the young people, particu-
larly at that age – year
nine, particularly the
boys, is a time when the
hormones start raging,
and he had some issues
with being bullied which
we dealt with.

“By the time he got into
the sixth form he, to all
intents and purposes, was
a hardworking aspira-
tional young man who
went on to the university
that he wanted to go to.”

Emwazi moved from
Kuwait to London when
he was six. His family set-
tled in the Mozart Estate
– one of the capital’s most
notorious estates, which
has been blighted by
gangs and violence.

Concerns have been
raised that pupils at

Quintin Kynaston – a
flagship academy in
Swiss Cottage, London,
once visited by then
prime minister Tony Blair
– were radicalised as
teenagers.

Choukri Ellekhlifi was
killed in Syria in 2013
after joining up with an
al-Qaeda terror group,
while Mohammed Sakr
died fighting for al-
Shabaab, an affiliate of al-
Qaeda, in Somalia, ac-
cording to reports. But Ms
Shuter said there was
nothing to indicate the
pupils were being radi-
calised and would go on
to slaughter innocent peo-
ple.

She said: “I am not pre-
pared to say when the
radicalisation took place.
All I can say is absolutely
hand on heart, we had no
knowledge of it. If we had
we would have done
something about it.”

She added: “There was

never any sense that any
of these young men as I
knew them were radi-
calised when they were in
school.”

Ms Shuter said “cate-
gorically nobody on the
staff was ever told” that
three former pupils had
travelled abroad to fight
for the terror groups and
she insisted the academy
did not have a problem
with extremist literature
circulating in the class-
rooms.

She said:“We never had
that to deal with as an
issue. The ethos within
the school... which was
praised by numerous peo-
ple who came in to visit...
was one of tolerance.”

Emwazi later gradu-
ated with a degree from
the University of
Westminster, an institu-
tion which has been
dogged by claims it has
been targeted by Islamist
extremists.

‘Jihadi John’ bullied at school 

At left, a photo of Mohammed Emwazi as a schoolboy in west London, and at right, the ISIS militant he later
became, known as “Jihadi John”.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) - It’s nice when things come
easily, but it’s not always beneficial. Difficulties are just
part of your initiation. They give you a sense of belonging
you wouldn’t have otherwise, and they get you ready for
the challenges ahead. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - People have a tendency
to reject what they haven’t tasted, but you’re more
adventurous than that. The vegetables (and life’s
equivalent) are typically good for you, and you’ll like
them if you give them a chance. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - You’ll find yourself in a
room full of VIPs, and you very much belong there. Bring
reality to the group before anyone’s head explodes. When
everyone is famous, no one is famous. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Your halfhearted effort will
yield results that are on par with your wholehearted effort.
Maybe this is unfair, or maybe it’s extremely fair,
considering you’ve already put in your time and paid your
dues.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Love may be stabilising, but it’s
not like a rock. You can’t give it to someone and expect it
to keep the same shape through the ages. Like bread, you
have to make it fresh every time you give it.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Rigor, relevance,
relationships and responsibility. It’s more than a high
school motto; it’s the way you live your life. These four
“r’s” will shape your days this week.
LIBRA(Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Einstein suggested that reality
is a (very persistent) illusion, making a good case for
persistence in general. If you behave in a certain way
enough times, you’ll be characterised as the essence of that
behaviour. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Your conscience will
prevent you from fully indulging in extravagance. You’ll
dip your toe in, though. How can you help it when such
luxurious options present themselves? 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - There’s a
competition going on, and if you continue to work hard,
you’ll be the sure winner. Be sure to distinguish between
competition and fun, though. There’s no winner at fun
(unless you count everyone). 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - It’s said that the right
habits will give you the key to the universe. Indeed, if you
can command yourself to do as you think you should,
you’ll have many new options. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Don’t assume that
people know what you’re about. Start from the beginning.
Give them some context. Take your time – they want you
to. You’re more entertaining than you know.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You don’t write your name
now the same way you did when you were 8, and you don’t
dress the same way you did in the ‘90s. Your style is ever-
evolving, as is evident by today’s choices. 
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ISRAELI prime minister
Binyamin Netanyahu has
warned the US against
agreeing to a nuclear deal
with Iran and working with
a country “deeply rooted in
militant Islam”, saying
Tehran “will always be an
enemy of America”.

“If the deal now being negoti-
ated is accepted by Iran, that
deal will not prevent Iran from
developing nuclear weapons – it
will all but guarantee that Iran
will get those nuclear weapons –
lots of them,” he said.

In the most anticipated speech
to the US Congress by a foreign
leader in years, Mr Netanyahu
said Iran’s regime was “as radi-
cal as ever”, and could not be
trusted, and that the deal being
worked out with the US would
not block Iran’s “way to a bomb”.

“We must all stand together
to stop Iran’s march of conquest,
subjugation and terror,”he said.

Earlier, Mr Netanyahu had
entered the chamber to a ca-
cophony of cheers and applause,
shaking hands with dozens of
lawmakers, including House of
Representatives Speaker John
Boehner, before taking to a
podium and telling lawmakers
he was deeply humbled.

At the start of the speech, he
sought to defuse the intense
politicisation of his appearance,
which has hardened divisions
between Republicans and
Democrats over the White
House’s approach to Iran’s at-
tempts to obtain nuclear
weapons.

He said he was grateful to Mr
Obama for his public and pri-
vate support of Israel, including
US military assistance and con-
tributions to Israel’s Iron Dome
anti-missile system.

“I regret that some see my ap-
pearance here as political,” Mr
Netanyahu said.“I know that no
matter which side of the aisle
you sit on, you stand with
Israel.”

The speech escalated Mr

Netanyahu’s campaign against
Mr Obama’s Iran diplomacy,
putting unprecedented stress on
the two leaders’ already strained
ties.

Although given the cold shoul-
der by the US administration,
Mr Netanyahu had offered an
olive branch, saying he meant
no disrespect to Mr Obama by
accepting an invitation to speak
to US lawmakers from the pres-
ident’s rival Republicans.

Democrats sit out
As many as 60 of the 232

members of Congress from
Obama’s Democratic Party sat
out the address to protest what
they see as a politicisation of
Israeli security, an issue on
which Congress is usually
united.

The absence of so many law-
makers could raise political heat
on Mr Netanyahu at home, two
weeks before Israel’s general
election.Many Israelis are wary
of estrangement from a US ally
that provides their country with
wide-ranging military and diplo-
matic support.

Mr Boehner,whose unilateral
invitation to Mr Netanyahu trig-
gered the diplomatic storm,said
he expected a capacity crowd to
hear the speech and played
down any divisions.

Mr Netanyahu, a right-wing
politician who has played up his
security credentials ahead of a
closely contested March 17th
election in Israel,has denied his
speech would have any design
other than national survival.

Mr Netanyahu wants the
Iranians stripped of nuclear
projects that might be used to
build a bomb – something
Tehran insists it does not want.
Washington deems the Israeli
government’s demand as unre-
alistic.

Under a 2013 interim deal, the
US and five other countries
agreed in principle to let Iran
maintain limited uranium en-
richment technologies. US

National Security Adviser
Susan Rice had argued that this
commitment could not be un-
done.

Obama statement
Speaking before Mr

Netanyahu’s speech, US presi-
dent Barack Obama said Iran
must commit to a verifiable
freeze of at least 10 years on sen-
sitive nuclear activity for a land-
mark atomic deal to be reached,
but the odds are still against
sealing a final agreement.

Interviewed at the White
House, Mr Obama moved to
calm tensions over Israeli prime
minister Binyamin Netanyahu’s
planned speech to Congress yes-
terday opposing the Iran deal,
saying it was a distraction that
would not be “permanently de-
structive” to US-Israeli ties.

He strongly criticised Mr
Netanyahu’s stance and
stressed there was a “substan-
tial disagreement” between
them over how to achieve their
shared goal of preventing Iran
from acquiring nuclear weapons.

Talks between major powers
and Iran to restrict Tehran’s nu-
clear capabilities in exchange for
an easing of sanctions have
reached a critical stage ahead of
the end of March deadline for a
framework deal and the June
30th deadline for a final agree-
ment.

Mr Obama’s comment about
the time frame for a freeze rep-
resents one of the US govern-
ment’s strongest signals yet of

its red line for a successful deal.
“If, in fact, Iran is willing to

agree to double-digit years of
keeping their programme where
it is right now and, in fact,
rolling back elements of it that
currently exist... if we’ve got
that, and we’ve got a way of ver-
ifying that, there’s no other steps
we can take that would give us
such assurance that they don’t
have a nuclear weapon,”he said.

The US goal is to make sure
“there’s at least a year between
us seeing them try to get a nu-
clear weapon and them actually
being able to obtain one”, Mr
Obama said in the interview,
carefully timed by the White
House a day ahead of Mr
Netanyahu’s controversial
speech to the US Congress.

Mr Obama’s robust defence of
a possible deal with Iran came
as his administration faces crit-
icism from some quarters that it
is too eager to complete a deal,at
the risk of allowing Iran to even-
tually become a nuclear state.

The White House last week
denied a report that the United
States and Iran were exploring
a possible 10-year deal that
would initially freeze Iran’s nu-
clear programme but gradually
allow it to increase activities
that could enable it to produce
nuclear arms in the last years of
the agreement.

In the interview, Mr Obama
again criticised a plan by
Republicans and some
Democrats in the US Senate to
impose additional sanctions on

Iran if no deal is reached by June
30th, saying it could undermine
the delicate talks.

“I’m less concerned, frankly,
with prime minister
Netanyahu’s commentary than
I’m with Congress taking ac-
tions that might undermine the
talks before they’re completed.”

Despite recent progress in the
talks, Mr Obama suggested
there had been little change in
his assessment that the negoti-
ations have less than a 50 per
cent chance of success.

“I would say that it is probably
still more likely than not that
Iran doesn’t get to ‘yes’, but I
think that, in fairness to them,
they have been serious negotia-
tors and they’ve got their own
politics inside of Iran. It is more
likely that we could get a deal
now than perhaps three or five
months ago,” he said.

An Iran nuclear deal would be
a potential signature achieve-
ment for Mr Obama, whose for-
eign policy legacy is mixed,with
just two years left in office.

Israel fears that Mr Obama’s
Iran diplomacy will still allow
Iran to develop an atom bomb.
Tehran denies it is seeking nu-
clear weapons.

Mr Netanyahu has spoken
scathingly about a possible deal,
saying negotiators appear to
have given up on a pledge to pre-
vent Iran from acquiring nu-
clear weapons. He says a nu-
clear-armed Iran would pose an
existential threat to the Jewish
state.

A RUSSIAN lawyer for
Edward Snowden has said
that the fugitive former US
spy agency contractor who
leaked details of the govern-
ment’s mass surveillance pro-
grammes was working with
American and German
lawyers to return home.

Anatoly Kucherena, who has

links to the Kremlin, was
speaking yesterday at a news
conference to present a book
he has written about his client.

Moscow granted Mr
Snowden asylum in 2013,
straining already tense ties
with Washington.

“I won’t keep it secret that
he... wants to return back

home. And we are doing every-
thing possible now to solve this
issue. There is a group of US
lawyers, there is also a group
of German lawyers and I’m
dealing with it on the Russian
side.”

The United States wants Mr
Snowden to stand trial for
leaking extensive secrets of

electronic surveillance pro-
grammes by the National
Security Agency (NSA). Russia
has repeatedly refused to ex-
tradite him.

Mr Snowden has said in the
past he would like to return
home if he was assured he
would be given a fair trial.

A deeply divisive figure, Mr

Snowden is praised by some
as a civil rights campaigner
and whistleblower and con-
demned by others as a traitor
who had compromised US se-
curity.

Mr Kucherena said last
August that Mr Snowden had
been granted a three-year res-
idence permit in Russia.

Netanyahu warns
against Iran 
deal during US
Congress speech

Israel’s prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu during his speech to US Congress. Mr Netanyahu used
his speech to warn the US government against a nuclear deal with Iran. 

Edward Snowden in talks about US return, lawyer says
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SCIENTISTS in China have
produced a herd of geneti-
cally engineered cows that
are better able to ward off
bovine TB infection.

The long-term goal of the re-
search is to avoid the need to
cull livestock by breeding 
disease resistant cattle.

Bovine TB is a risk in many

areas, including New Zealand,
England and Wales, and parts of
Africa and Asia.

In the UK over 26 000 cattle
were slaughtered in 2013 at a
cost to taxpayers of £100m.

Researchers at the Ministry
of Agriculture in Northwest
A&F University, Yangling,
China, used hi-tech genetic 

technology to insert a mouse
gene into Holstein-Friesian 
cattle.

The gene protected the 
animals against low levels of TB
infection.

In research published in the
journal, Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences,
the scientists said: “Our results

contribute to the control and
prevention of bovine tuberculo-
sis and provide a previously
unidentified insight into breed-
ing animals for disease resist-
ance.”

Commenting on the study,
Prof Heiner Niemann, of the
Institute of Farm Animal
Genetics at Friedrich-Loeffler-

Institut, Germany, said the 
findings were another step 
towards the creation of disease
resistant livestock animals
based on advanced genetic tools.

“Whether this approach pro-
tects cows against TB infection
when exposed to high doses of
the pathogen remains to be 
determined,” he added.

Scientists in China produce TB-resistant cows

PLANS to generate electricity
from the world’s first series of
tidal lagoons have been unveiled
in the UK.

The six lagoons – four in
Wales and one each in Somerset
and Cumbria – will capture 
incoming and outgoing tides 
behind giant sea walls, and use
the weight of the water to power
turbines.

A £1bn Swansea scheme, said
to be able to produce energy for
155 000 homes, is already in the
planning system.

Energy Secretary Ed Davey
says he wants to back the 
project.

The cost of generating power
from the Swansea project will
be very high, but the firm be-
hind the plan says subsequent
lagoons will be able to produce
electricity much more cheaply.

It says the series of six lagoons
could generate 8% of the UK’s
electricity for an investment of
£30bn.

As well as Swansea, the pro-
posed lagoon sites are Cardiff,
Newport, and Colwyn Bay in
Wales; Bridgwater in Somerset;
and West Cumbria.

Each will require engineering
on a grand scale. In Swansea,
the sea wall to contain the new
lagoon will stretch more than
five miles and reach more than
two miles out to sea.

The Cardiff lagoon could in-
clude up to 90 turbines set in a
14-mile (22km) breakwater
around Cardiff Bay and could
generate power for about 14
hours each day.

A planning application for the
project is expected in 2017.

If approved, it could be gener-
ating power by 2022.

The firm proposing the lagoon
say they want it to become a
venue for culture and sports

The cost would be funded by
electricity bill-payers under the
existing government scheme to
promote home-grown, low-car-
bon energy.

Tidal Lagoon Power is in nego-
tiations with the government
over how much it can charge for
its power.

It wants £168 per MWh for
electricity in Swansea, reducing
to £90-£95 per MWh from a sec-
ond, more efficient lagoon in
Cardiff.

‘Energy dance’
The £90 figure compares
favourably with the £92.50 price
for power from the planned
Hinkley nuclear station, espe-
cially as the lagoon is designed
to last 120 years – at a much
lower risk than nuclear.

Mr Davey told BBC News: “I
can’t make a decision on this yet
because discussions are ongo-
ing. But I’m very excited by the
prospect of tidal power.

“We have got some of the
biggest tidal ranges in the world
and it would be really useful if
we could harness some of that
clean energy.”

Power firms also like the idea
of lagoons-energy because, un-
like power from the sun and
wind, it is predictable.

Turbines capture energy from
two incoming and two outgoing
tides a day, and are expected to
be active for an average of 14
hours a day.

Mark Shorrock, CEO of Tidal
Lagoon Power, told BBC News:
“We have a wonderful opportu-
nity to create energy from the
dance between the moon and
the earth.

“It is admittedly rather expen-
sive to begin with but as time
goes on and the capital costs are
paid off it becomes incredibly

cheap.”

Environmental concerns
A previous plan for a barrage on
the River Severn to create 
tidal power was scuttled after
environmentalists protested it
would prevent the daily 
exposure of mud flats vital for
wading birds.

The Swansea lagoon plan is
more widely accepted as it does
not impede estuaries and allows
the tides to flow as normal - al-
beit delaying each tide inside
the lagoon for a few hours.

Gareth Clubb, Director of
Friends of the Earth Cymru,
said the group is broadly in
favour of the Swansea lagoon.

“It’s not unqualified approval
– we want to make sure that the
environmental impact can be
managed,” he said.

“But if it helps us to close
Aberthaw power station – one of
the most polluting in the world
– it’ll be a good thing.”

Anglers, though, fear the im-
pact of the lagoon on fish mi-
grating to spawn in local rivers

which are only recently recov-
ering from generations of pollu-
tion.

Phil Jones, who fishes on the
River Tawe, said the plan had
not been questioned “loud
enough or widely enough”.

“We would very strongly op-
pose any plans for this and other

lagoons down the South Wales
coast,” he said.

The firm agrees some 
migrating fish will stray into the
turbines, but project the num-
bers will be tiny, and that the
new sea wall will benefit 
fish by creating its own reef
habitat.

World’s 
first lagoon
power plants
unveiled in UK

The lagoons operate a system similar to a lock gate to alter the water level either side of a sea wall.
When the tide starts to rise, gates in the wall are closed and water builds up outside the lagoon.
When the tide is full outside the lagoon, the gates are opened and water rushes past the turbines to fill up the lagoon.
When the tide turns to go out, the gates are shut to hold the water inside the lagoon.
As low tide is reached outside the wall, the gates are opened to generate power again as water flows through from
the raised water level in the lagoon.

How does tidal lagoon power work?

The proposed Tidal Lagoon Swansea Bay project would be the
world’s first man-made, energy-generating lagoon.

Some anglers fears the lagoon might affect migrating fish, but
planners say the new sea wall would act as a reef
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UNITED AIRLINES has become the
second major US airline to announce it
will no longer carry bulk shipments of
lithium-ion batteries.

Delta Airlines stopped bulk ship-
ments of the batteries in February.

Aviation officials believe lithium-ion
batteries contributed to fires that de-
stroyed two Boeing 747 cargo planes,
killing all four crew members.

Federal Aviation Administration
tests found overheating batteries could
cause major fires.

In its tests, the FAA filled a cargo
container with 5 000 lithium-ion bat-
teries and a cartridge heater, which
was added to simulate a single battery
overheating.

The heat from the cartridge triggered
a chain reaction in other batteries, with
temperatures reaching about 600C.

This was followed by an explosion,
which blew open the container door and
set the cargo box on fire.

A second test, some months later, pro-
duced similar results, despite the addi-
tion of a fire-suppression agent.

“Our primary concerns when trans-
porting dangerous goods are the safety
of our customers, our customers’ ship-
ments and the environment,” United
Airlines said in a statement.

Plane crashes
Experts think that batteries have 
contributed to several cargo plane fires
in recent years.

In 2010, a Boeing 747 cargo plane op-
erated by UPS Airlines developed an
in-flight fire and crashed in an unpop-
ulated area in Dubai. Both crew mem-
bers were killed.

In the subsequent investigation, the
FAA highlighted the fact that a large
quantity of lithium-ion batteries had
been on board.

In 2011, an Asiana Airlines cargo
plane carrying 880lbs of lithium batter-
ies crashed into the Korea Strait,
killing both crew members.

The cause of the fire was never deter-
mined, but the International Civil
Aviation Organisation did recommend
new safety standards for the carriage of
such batteries.

Malaysia Airlines flight 370 was also
reported to have been carrying 440lb of
lithium-ion batteries in its cargo,
adding yet another theory to the mys-
tery surrounding its disappearance last
year.

New rules
The increasing focus on battery safety
will put pressure on other airlines to
follow suit, as well as on the technology
industry to come up with safer ways of
transporting them.

Lithium-ion batteries power 
mobile phones, laptops and other digi-
tal devices. An estimated 4.8 
billion lithium-ion cells were 
manufactured in 2013 and production
is forecast to reach eight billion by
2025.

Safety worries
lead US airline
to ban battery
shipments

BLACKBERRY has announced a
touch-screen phone without phys-
ical keys, at the Mobile World
Congress trade show.

The Blackberry Leap is not the 
company’s first all-touch phone – but it
may come as a surprise, since its 
chief executive said last March his 
focus was going to be “very keyboard-
centric”.

The Canadian company has also re-
vealed it is bringing more of its soft-
ware to rival platforms.

Sales of Blackberry phones are
falling.

The company shipped 7.9 million de-
vices last year, according to research
firm Gartner.

That was a big drop on 2013’s figure
of 18.6 million units, which in turn was
well down on 2011’s tally of 51.5 million
handsets.

A separate study by research 
company eMarketer indicates the 
number of UK-based Blackberry users
is set to dip to 700 000 this year,
having been as high as 2.5 million in
2013.

Crowded market
Blackberry’s Leap runs on its propri-
etary 10.3.1 operating system and 
features:

• a 5in (12.7cm) 720p HD resolution
display

• an eight megapixel rear camera
• 16GB of internal storage and a

micro-SD card slot
• built-in anti-malware protection
The specifications place it firmly as a

mid-range, rather than premium, hand-
set.

Blackberry says it believes the phone
will appeal to “career-building” young
professionals and businesses that value
security and privacy.

But one expert thought the device
might struggle to find a market, bear-
ing in mind Microsoft, LG, Motorola and
Sony were among other companies to
have released rival mid-range phones
over recent days, adding to an already
crowded market.

“Looking at how Blackberry sales
have fallen off a cliff, it seems to me
difficult to see how it will come 
back from that, particularly when
you’re at an event like Mobile World
Congress and seeing so many other
mid-range, middle-of-the-road hand-
sets,” said eMarketer analyst Bill
Fisher.

“Blackberry is not doing enough to
differentiate itself at a time [when]
we’re seeing a plethora of such phones
in this space.”

Ben Wood, from the CCS Insight con-
sultancy, was only slightly more posi-
tive.

“Blackberry will find it tough to com-
pete with the iPhone and Android de-

vices, but the Leap will be essential to
offer a more rounded portfolio of
phones,” he said.

Blackberry also briefly teased a more
distinctive device at its press confer-
ence – a curved-screened phone with a
keyboard that slides out from below its
screen. However, it did not name the
model or provide further details.

Software bundles
The other part of Blackberry’s strategy
is to provide access to its services to
rival platforms.

The company announced it would
offer three new different bundles of
services – called Experience Suites –
for a fee, to iOS, Android and Windows
Phone handsets.

These provide access to its calendar,
secure email, Universal Search,
password management and virtual-key-
board tools, among others.

“[Customers] want Blackberry’s leg-
endary security and core productivity
and collaboration capabilities while still
being able to choose a device that
matches their lifestyle and personal-
ity,” said the company’s chief executive
John Chen.

The pitch comes at a time when

Google, Microsoft and Apple are touting
their own apps and services as being
business-friendly. But one expert said
the Blackberry Experience Suites could
prove popular.

“There’s definitely still a demand and
fondness from the business community
for Blackberry products,” said Chris
Green, from the Davies Murphy Group
consultancy.

“You can’t underestimate how 
much the business world likes the
Blackberry platform, so doing more to
integrate it with their back-end 
systems to run apps on other devices
will go down well.”

Mr Fisher added that it might even
bring some users back to the company’s
own phones.

“Blackberry’s software is good, so 
potentially there could be a halo effect
if people see they like the apps and are
then attracted back to the hardware,”
he said.

“There’s money to be made in soft-
ware, but if you can monetise that in
your own operating software and 
hardware, there’s even more to be
earned.

“But is it too late for that [for
Blackberry]? Possibly.”

Blackberry
introduces
new
Leap phone 

Blackberry says its latest handset offers 25 hours of normal use battery life.

Blackberry’s marketing materials for its Passport phone had mocked thin 
keyboard-less touchscreen phones.

– with no physical keys
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NO scandal here!
I can exclusively re-

veal that Kerry
Washington will be hon-
ored with the Vanguard
Award at this year’s
GLAAD Media Awards
in Los Angeles.

The LGBT media
watchdog group gives
the award to media pro-
fessionals who have
made a “significant dif-
ference in promoting
equality.” Previous hon-
orees include Jennifer
Lopez, Charlize Theron,
Drew Barrymore,
Antonio Banderas,
Janet Jackson and
Kristin Chenoweth.

“Throughout her illus-
trious career, Kerry
Washington has consis-
tently brought to life
characters that encour-
age acceptance of LGBT
people,” GLAAD’s presi-
dent Sarah Kate Ellis
said in a statement.
“Her outspoken support
for equality, both here
at home and abroad, has
sent messages of hope
and empowerment to
fans all over the world,

fostering dialogue that
builds understanding
and helps moves hearts
and minds.”

Ironically, the internet
used to swirl with les-
bian rumors about
Washington because
she’s so private about
her personal life.

“It’s interesting how
much people long to fill
in the gaps when some-
one in the public eye
doesn’t share their per-
sonal life,” she told the
Advocate in November
2013. “I understand
their frustration. I like
how people will post pic-
tures of me with other
women that I adore,
hugging on red carpets,
and say, ‘See?’ Are we so
uncomfortable with love
between two people of
the same gender that
we immediately label it
as sexual? But I’ve
never been bothered by
the lesbian rumor.
There’s nothing offen-
sive about it, so there’s
no reason to be of-
fended.”

As I first told you,

Channing Tatum will
also be at the gala to
present the Stephen F.
Kolzak award to openly
gay director Roland

Emmerich.
The 26th annual fête

will be held March 21 at
the Beverly Hilton
Hotel.

DON’T believe every-
thing you read.

Bobby Brown is slam-
ming rumours that he
and his family members
have been filming a real-
ity show surrounding
Bobbi Kristina Brown’s
hospitalisation.

“Yet again, TMZ has
chosen to engage in false
news reporting. There is
no Brown family reality
show that is in produc-
tion which chronicles
Bobby Brown, Bobbi
Kristina or the medical
emergency she presently
faces at Emory Hospital.
These reports are irre-
sponsible and Warner
Brothers as the owner of
TMZ, should be ashamed
to publish such nonsense,
particularly one day be-
fore Bobbi Kristina’s
birthday,” Christopher
Brown, of Brown &
Rosen LLC. said on be-
half of the New Edition
singer.

“Bobbi Kristina and
Bobby Brown are dealing
with enough right now.
The fact that
TMZ/Warner Brothers

has decided to inject neg-
ativity into their lives at
this critical time is plain
insanity.” Bobby also re-
leased the following
statement: “We continue
to request privacy in re-
gards to my daughter’s
medical condition. We
thank everyone that sup-
ports Bobbi Kristina and
God is hearing our
prayers.” Meanwhile,
Nick Gordon took to
Twitter (yet again) to
give a few updates about
Bobbi Kristina’s health.

“My baby is getting
some much needed rest,
all vital signs good. I gave
her CPR for 10 mins she
has my lungs now!,” he
wrote before adding, “I
love you soooooooo much
plz wake up.”

Gordon also took aim
at Bobby, writing, “I am
the new edition to Bobby
saving women you hurt.
Only 25 and dealing with
all this thanks to
you…Bobby you’re just a
center fold. You’re doing
shows I would be there
by her side 24/7 non stop
taking care of our baby.”

Bobby Brown
slams rumours
that he’s filming
reality show
about Bobbi
Kristina’s
hospitalisation

Bobbi Kristina

Kerry Washington to be
honored by GLAAD with
Vanguard Award

Kerry Washington
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SPORTSSPORTS

CHESS playing students
across the country are fine-
tuning their skills for the
2015 Massy United
Insurance inter-school
championships which
push off on March 14.

Fifteen or more second-
ary schools are expected to
field teams for the annual
tournament which is or-
ganised by the Barbados
Chess Federation and fea-
tures male and female
players.

Overall champions
Lodge School,who won the
under 20 and under 13 di-
visions last year, will be
seeking to extend their
overall dominance of the
local chess boards which
has spanned 12 consecu-
tive years.

Last weekend, chess
players, sponsors and ad-
ministrators came to-
gether for a major awards
ceremony at the Divi
Southwinds hotel where
the leading players in 2014
were recognised for out-
standing performances.

During the awards ,
Massy United Insurance’s
Assistant Barbados
Business Manager , John
Chandler said his com-
pany was proud to partner
the Barbados Chess

Federation in staging the
most enduring Chess
Championship in
Barbados and the wider
Caribbean.

This year, Chandler
said,marked the 32nd con-
secutive year that the
Inter-School champi-
onships were being spon-
sored by United Insurance
and were highly antici-
pated among the young
players .

“We believe that our sup-
port over the years has
made a difference to Chess
in Barbados, while provid-
ing our young players with
the opportunity to show-
case their skills and meas-
ure their progress in a
competitive environment.
The Massy United
Insurance Inter-School
championships have cer-
tainly been a nursery in
channelling players to the
national senior team and
even to international
recognition”, he said.

Chandler also disclosed
that over the past 30 years
most of the players who
have gone on to represent
Barbados at the national,
regional and international
were all products of the
inter-school tournament
and included International

Masters, FIDE Masters
and masters designates
from the island.

Around 15 secondary
schools and 10 primary
schools took part in the
inter-school champi-
onships and more than 60
individual awards were
presented on the night , in-
cluding board prizes and
special prizes.

The overall team awards
went to: Primary School
champions - Charles F.
Broome;

Under 20 champions -
Lodge School A; Girls
Champions - Queens
College;Under 15 champi-
ons - Harrison College and
Under 13 champions:
Lodge School A.

A SINGLE goal was all
it took to see Christ
Church Foundation
move up another rung
on the ladder in Zone
2 of the Barbados
Secondary Schools
Football League
Under-16
Competition. Playing
host to Combermere
this past Monday
evening, the home-
team kept the
Waterford lads under
their heel for the du-
ration of the en-
counter which saw
them stepping up to
second behind
Pinehill St. Leonard’s
Boys.

With both teams hav-

ing their moments of bril-
liance, Foundation
proved to be a more cohe-
sive unit and were able
to string more plays to-
gether than the visitors.
Facing most of their
problems in the midfield,
Combermere struggled to
create any real chances
for their forwards and
those that were created,
were squandered. Luck
landed on Foundation’s
side close to the end of
the first half as the ball
found its way over the
back of the line after
some messy defending
left the custodian out in
the lurch.

There was also some
action as the Under-16

Knockout Cup continued.
The run came to an end
for the Lodge School who
went down three goals to
none to Coleridge and
Parry. Tre Cumberbatch
and Aneko Greenidge
both scored for CP while
and own-goal helped to
further sink the St. John
boys. Providence have
managed to keep their
dreams alive in their
debut campaign by dis-
patching Alleyne School
four goals to three. St.
Leonard’s won four-three
on penalties after play-
ing to a goalless draw
against Harrison
College. The Knockout
Cup is scheduled to con-
tinue today. (MP)

Foundation six points shy of leading Zone 2

2015 Massy
United
Insurance chess
championship

Despite a valiant effort, Combermere were unable to pull off the upset win at
Foundation this past Monday.

Justin Parsons (left) and FIDE Master Orlando Husbands (right) of Under 20 champions Lodge School , were
presented with their awards by John Chandler , Assistant Barbados Business Manager of Massy United
Insurance.

Fazeena Bassalat (right) of primary school champions, Charles F. Broomes, ac-
cepts her trophy from BOA Director Mona Alleyne.
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LAST Saturday the
Barbados
Thoroughbred
Breeders’ Association
(BTBA) and the
Barbados Turf Club
(BTC) held the 2014
Garrison Turf Awards
at the Island Inn Hotel,
Aquatic Gap, St.
Michael.

President of the BTBA,
Peter Odle, told those pres-
ent, that at this time there
are many challenges that
the association faces, and
which are not much differ-
ent from what many other
countries in the industry
are facing at this time.
Sponsorships at this time
is not easy to come by,
while at the same time
there is less money in cir-
culation in the industry.
This coupled with the fact
that there were less horses
bred.

He went on to say that
he is pleased to advise that
his committee was work-
ing through these difficult
times aggressively  and on
several initiatives.

The BTBA President
said that it is very impor-
tant for the Barbados
Thoroughbred Breeders’
Association and the
Barbados Turf Club to
work closely together, as
well as all those in the in-
dustry,as they all have the
same goal, and that is to
succeed and grow together.
He accepts that it is not al-
ways possible to please
every individual in the in-
dustry, but feels strongly
that when anyone individ-
ual has a grievance, that
the place to take up is with

the Association, so that
they can move on together.

Jerry Blenman, CEO of
the National Sports
Council, had high praise
for the jockeys riding over-
seas who he said are am-
bassadors for our island.

The National Sports
Council’s CEO, had high
praise for the Barbados
Thoroughbred Association,
and the Barbados Turf
Club for the part they play
in preserving the sport of
horse racing.

He had special congratu-
lations for the winner of
the 2014 Horse of the Year,
Just A Fashion, and con-
gratulated all the recipi-
ents.

Heading the list of recip-
ients, and being crowned,
Horse of the Year 2014,
was, the 4-year-old
Chestnut colt, Just A
Fashion, who won seven of
his nine races, earning $74
605 for his owner Aysha
Syndicate.

The Champion 2-year-
old creole title went to the
Peter Norrie, Stephen
Walcott and Marina
Corbin owned, bay filly,
Halle Rose, who won all
four of her starts, earning
$46 334.

The Champion 3-year-
old Creole Title, went to
the John Chandler owned,
bay colt,Noble Intent,who
won five of his 10 starts,
including the Breeder’s
Classic and the Mid-
Summer Classic, earning
$114 056.

The Champion Older
Creole Title, went to the
David Bynoe, Stephen
Bynoe and Marina Corbin

owned,4-year-old chestnut
gelding, Sirius Black, who
won three of his eight
starts, and finishing sec-
ond on four occasions,
earning $70 376.

The Champion Sire
Title,went to Janak,who’s
progeny won 35 races from
231 starts,with them earn-
ing $603 416.

Champion Broodmare
Title, was won by
Annabelle Jane. with her
progeny winning eight
races, earning, $214 993.

The Champion Jockey
Title, went to Anderson
Trotman, who won 38 of
the 178 races he competed
in, with his mounts earn-
ing $530 300.

The Champion
Apprentice Title, was won
by Affrie Ward, who won
17 of his 94 rides, with his
mounts earning,$185 170.

The Champion Trainer
Title, was closely con-
tested, with trainer Victor
Cheeseman edging out
Richard Deane by just $10
701 for the title.
Cheeseman saddled 177
horses which won 27 races,
and earned $447,333,
while Deane saddled 264
horses that won 37 races,
earning $436 632.

The Champion Owner
Title, went to Blue
Diamond Racing, having
won 17 races from 176
starts, earning $319 240.

The Champion Breeder
Title, went to Sir Charles
Williams, with the horses
he bred winning 30 races
from 217 starts, earning
$477 026.

Junior Franklyn, won
the Award for the Best

Racing Photograph.
The Barbados Turf

Club’s Director Award,
went to Racecourse
Steward, Ronald
Thornton.

The BTBA Special
Award, went to Patricia
Batson, who first joined
the BTBA in 1990. For 12
years, 1999 to 2011 she
was the BTBA’s
Secretary/Treasure. This

award shows that her
work over those years has
not gone unnoticed.

The Barbados Horse
Racing Ambassadors, was
give to four jockeys win-
ning the Rider Titles at the
tracks that they rode at
overseas, This was shared
by Patrick Husbands, Rico
Walcott, Christopher
Husbands and Reshawn
Latchman. (CH)

CRICKET Ireland has re-
fused to comment on spec-
ulation that their coach
Phil Simmons may be
heading home to the
Caribbean after the World
Cup to coach the West
Indies, saying nothing had
been finalised yet.

Media reports over the
past few days have sug-
gested that Simmons is

one of the top contenders
for the West Indies coach’s
job which is lying vacant
since the sacking of Ottis
Gibson last August.

The West Indies are
being coached at the World
Cup by Stuart Williams
and Andre Coley with for-
mer captain Richie
Richardson serving as
manager.

The Irish team said nei-
ther Simmons nor the
board will comment on the
coach’s future till the tour-
nament was over.

“It is not something we
want to talk about when
the tournament is on,”
Cricket Ireland’s media
manager Barry Chambers
told AFP during the Pool B
match against South

Africa at the Manuka
Oval in Canberra on
Tuesday.

“Nothing has been fi-
nalised. It is definitely not
a done deal.”

Simmons, who turns 52
next month, has enjoyed
considerable success in his
eight years with Ireland,
taking the non-Test play-
ing nation to three World

Cup and four World
Twenty20 appearances.

His contract will run out
in December, but it is un-
likely Cricket Ireland will
stand in the way if
Simmons is offered the job
with the West Indies, who
plan to have a new coach
before the home series
against England starting
next month.

Simmons played 26
Tests and 143 one-day in-
ternationals during his 12-
year career with the West
Indies that ended in 1999.

Ireland have won both
their matches in the ongo-
ing tournament, defeating
the West Indies by four
wickets and the United
Arab Emirates by two
wickets

Just A Fashion
is the 2014
Horse of the
Year

Simmons’ West Indies move ‘not a done deal’,
says Ireland

Trainer Victor Cheeseman (right) receiving the award for Champion Trainer from Mohommed Mohamad.

Trainer Richard Deane (right) receiving the award for Just A Fashion as Horse Of
The Year, on behalf of the Aysha Syndicate from Jerry Blenman CEO of the NSC. 
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CANBERRA - South
Africa put one foot in the
World Cup quarter-finals
by batting past the 400-
run mark for the second
successive match to hand
Ireland a thumping de-
feat by 201 runs with five
overs to spare at Manuka
Oval yesterday.

Hashim Amla hit his
highest one-day score
with a majestic 159 and
Faf du Plessis grabbed a
century to drive the
Proteas to 411 for four be-
fore Ireland, despite some
stiff resistance from their
middle and lower orders,
were dismissed for 210.

The Irish were un-
beaten in the tournament
coming into this Pool B
clash but were simply out-
classed in all departments
by the in-form South
Africans, who crushed
West Indies by 257 runs
in Sydney on Friday.

That victory had been
set up by AB de Villiers’
162 in a total of 408 for
five but on Tuesday it was
opener Amla who led the
way as South Africa fell
just two runs short of the
World Cup record innings
tally.

The record would surely
have fallen had Irish off-
spinner Andy McBrine
not removed Amla and de
Villiers (24), the two top-
ranked batsmen in the
world, in three balls in the
42nd over.

Amla had been dropped
on 10 and should have
been run out on 104 but
otherwise batted with his
trademark calmness and
at one stage it looked like
he would match Chris
Gayle’s double century on
the same pitch last
Tuesday.

As measured as his cap-

tain de Villiers is explo-
sive, Amla reached his
20th one-day century at a
run-a-ball in a partner-
ship of 247 with Du
Plessis – a record second-
wicket stand for South
Africa.

The 31-year-old’s 159
came off 128 balls and he
had hit 16 fours and four
sixes by the time he holed
out to Ed Joyce in the

deep, 36 overs after the
former England batsman
had dropped him at mid-
wicket off Kevin O’Brien’s
first delivery.

Amla has scored his 20
one-day centuries in
fewer innings than any
other batsman, taking
108 knocks compared to
the 133 it took India’s
Virat Kohli to reach the
mark.

A NEW champion will
be crowned in this
year’s Inspire Sports
Under-13 cricket com-
petition. That is be-
cause Police Juniors
defeated dethroned
champions Carlton
Juniors in the quarter-
finals on Sunday.

Also making it through
to the semi-finals are
Fusionz Boutique Passage
United and Co-operators
General Insurance St.
Catherine Juniors who
had wins over
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors ‘A’ and Dover
Juniors respectively.

In the quarter final
game between Franklyn
Stephenson Academy and
Isolation Cavaliers
Juniors, Isolation
Cavaliers were deemed to
have forfeited the game.
Therefore the semi-finals
are scheduled for Sunday,
March 8th, and will be as
follows:

· Franklyn Stephenson
Academy vs. Police
Juniors at Bennetts

· Co-operators General
Insurance St. Catherine’s
Juniors vs. Fusionz
Boutique Passage United
at Bayfield

At LIME needing 126 to
win, Police Juniors got
home with 38 balls to
spare.They were given an
excellent opening stand of
63 in 13.4 overs between
Cody Scott with 48 and
Shareeq Belle (18).

Player-of-the-match,
Scott’s fine knock included
five fours from 78 balls.
Police quickly lost some
wickets but Antonio
Morris with a matured
run-a-ball unbeaten 29,
saw them reached the

semi-finals for the first
time. He counted four
fours and one six. Nathan
Forde took three for 13.

Earlier, sent in, Carlton
Juniors were restricted to
125 for seven from their
35 overs. Jaydon Broome
made 43, which contained
four fours and one six from
62 deliveries. Matthew
Forde chipped in with 36
striking four fours and one
six off the 29 balls he
faced. Forde and Rashad
Armstrong (18) put on 53
for the second-wicket in 59
balls. Isiah Folkes claimed
three for 20 and the versa-
tile Scott who also kept
wicket, took two for 14
with his off-breaks.

At Bayfield, two-time
champions Dover Juniors
chasing 131 were dis-
missed for 105 in the 33rd
over and lost by 25 runs.
No batsmen passed
twenty against the much-
varied St. Catherine
Juniors attack. Four
bowlers picked up two
wickets each and guided
their side to the semi-final
in only their second year
in the competition.

St. Catherine Juniors’
total of 130 all out, was
built around a topscore off
44, from the Player-of-the-
match Jonathan Griffith
who also took two for 26.

At Passage Road,
Passage United made
light-work of a meagre
target of 76. They cruised
to an easy seven-wicket
victory over Wanderers
Juniors ‘A’ with as many
as 122 balls left.

Dasani Griffith with 31
and Rashawn Worrell 21
shared an unbroken
fourth-wicket partnership
of 58. It is the seventh
straight semi-final for
Passage United who won

the first three titles but
have lost the last three.

Electing to bat
Wanderers Juniors ‘A’ col-
lapsed from 32 for one in
the 11th over to 75 all out
in 31.5 overs, as only one
batsman reached double
figures. Player-of-the-
match Worrell had a good
all-round performance
capturing three for 24
from his seven overs.

At Bennetts, Franklyn
Stephenson Academy
were seven without loss
when a shower drove the
players off the field.

SUMMARISED
SCORES:

At Bennetts: Franklyn
Stephenson Academy 7-0 in 2.1
overs vs Isolation Cavaliers
Juniors. Match ended due to wet
conditions.

At Passage Road: CounterPoint
Wanderers Juniors ‘A’ 75 in 31.5
overs (J. Clarke 14; R. Worrell 3-
24, R. Clarke 2-6, T. Walcott 2-20).
Fusionz Boutique Passage United
78-3 in 14.4 overs (D. Griffith 31
n.o, R. Worrell 21 not out, R.
Clarke 11). Passage United won
by seven wickets.

At Bayfield: Co-operators
General Insurance St. Catherine’s
Juniors 130 in 32.2 overs (J.
Griffith 44, R. Newton 24; R.
Brathwaite 2-24, N. Goddard 2-26,
R. Bailey 2-28). Dover Juniors 105
in 32.2 overs (R. Bailey 19, L.
Depradine 14, J. Norville 12 n.o; R.
Archer 2-14, J. Callender 2-18, R.
Newton 2-19, J. Griffith 2-25). St.
Catherine Juniors won by 25 runs.

At Wildey: Carlton Juniors 125-
7 in 35 overs (J. Broome 43, M.
Forde 36, R. Armstrong 18; I.
Folkes 3-20, C. Scott 2-14). Police
Juniors 128-7 in 28.4 overs (C.
Scott 48, A. Morris 29, S. Belle 15;
N. Forde 3-13). Police Juniors by
three wickets.

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua –
The West Indies Cricket
Board announced today
it has appointed seven of-
ficial United Kingdom
tour operators for the
England tour of the
Caribbean next month.

International Cricket
Tours, Howzat Travel,
Sports Tours Plus,
Thomas Cook Tour
Operators,
Gullivers/Barmy Army,

Independent Travel
Experts (part of the
Travel Network Group)
and Living with the
Lions Sports Travel have
been licensed as exclu-
sive commercial travel
providers.

Commercial Manager
of the WICB Nelecia
Yeates said the Official
UK Tour Operators will
offer attractive travel
packages which include

premium tickets for the
series and travellers from
the UK should take ad-
vantage.

She noted that the
Official UK Tour
Operators will have the
right to sell tickets only,
since there will be no on-
line ticket sales for the
series.

“Since the tour dates
and venues were an-
nounced last year, there

has been considerable in-
terest in the series from
fans in the United
Kingdom,” said
Commercial Manager of
the WICB Nelecia Yeates.

“We recognise that
there are many English
and West Indian fans in
the UK keen on visiting
the Caribbean as we are
the World’s premier
cricketing destination for
fans.”

Carlton Juniors
dethroned by Police

UK tour operators appointed for
England to West Indies Series

High-scoring South
Africa thump Ireland

South Africa Innings
H. Amla c Joyce b McBrine ..........................................159
Q. de Kock c Wilson b J. Mooney ....................................1
F. du Plessis b K. O’Brien .............................................109
A. de Villiers c N. O’Brien b McBrine ..............................24
D. Miller not out .............................................................46
R. Rossouw not out .......................................................61
Extras (b-1 nb-3 w-7) ....................................................11
Total (for 4 wickets, 50 overs) .....................................411
Fall of wickets: 1-12 Q. de Kock,2-259 F. du Plessis,3-299 H.

Amla,4-301 A. de Villiers
Did not bat: F. Behardien, D. Steyn, K. Abbott, M. Morkel, I. Tahir
Bowling: J. Mooney 7 - 2 - 52 - 1(nb-2 w-1), M. Sorensen 6 -

0 - 76 - 0(nb-1 w-6), K. O’Brien 7 - 0 - 95 - 1, G. Dockrell 10 - 0
- 56 - 0, P. Stirling 10 - 0 - 68 - 0, A. McBrine 10 - 0 - 63 - 2

Ireland Innings
W. Porterfield c du Plessis b Abbott ..............................12
P. Stirling c de Kock b Steyn ............................................9
E. Joyce c Amla b Steyn ...................................................0
N. O’Brien c Amla b Abbott ............................................14
A. Balbirnie c Rossouw b M. Morkel ..............................58
G. Wilson lbw b Abbott ....................................................0
K. O’Brien c Rossouw b Abbott ......................................48
J. Mooney b de Villiers .....................................................8
G. Dockrell b M. Morkel .................................................25
M. Sorensen c de Kock b M. Morkel ..............................22
A. McBrine not out ...........................................................2
Extras (lb-3 w-9) ............................................................12
Total (all out, 45 overs) ................................................210
Fall of wickets: 1-17 P. Stirling,2-21 W. Porterfield,3-21 E.

Joyce,4-42 N. O’Brien,5-48 G. Wilson,6-129 A. Balbirnie,7-150
J. Mooney,8-167 K. O’Brien,9-200 M. Sorensen,10-210 G.
Dockrell

Bowling: D. Steyn 8 - 0 - 39 - 2, K. Abbott 8 - 0 - 21 - 4(w-1),
M. Morkel 9 - 0 - 34 - 3(w-3), I. Tahir 10 - 1 - 50 - 0, F. Behardien
2 - 0 - 13 - 0

R. Rossouw 2 - 0 - 13 - 0, F. du Plessis 4 - 0 - 30 - 0(w-1), A.
de Villiers 2 - 0 - 7 - 1

Referees
Umpire: Steve Davis
Umpire: Ranmore Martinesz
Result: South Africa won by 201 runs

SCOREBOARD
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ST. JOHN’S, Antigua – One of the
key presentations to be made to
the directors of the West Indies
Cricket Board during their meet-
ing this Friday in Jamaica will
come from the Audit Risk &
Compliance Committee.

This has become an important com-
mittee of the WICB, providing over-
sight to the checks and balances so
vital to good governance of the re-
gional governing body.

The ARCC is chaired by Don Wehby,
a non-member director of the WICB
and chief executive officer of Grace
Kennedy Ltd.

The other members of the ARCC are:
Clifford Reis, chairman and managing
director of Banks DIH, Avondale
Thomas, a chartered accountant. They
are joined by WICB president Dave
Cameron, chief executive officer
Michael Muirhead and corporate sec-
retary Verlyn Faustin.

“The ARCC wishes to thank the
WICB for its assistance in helping us

to achieve our objectives,” said Wehby.
“There is still a lot to be done, but I am
confident that we will achieve our ob-
jective of becoming World-class in gov-
ernance, risk and financial practices.”

The ARCC is responsible for review-
ing the WICB’s operations in a number
of critical areas including financial re-
porting, internal control, internal and
external audit and compliance.

“With oversight of the ARCC, the
WICB for the first time completed its
annual audit of accounts for the past
financial year last December 31,” said
Wehby.

“This period was within 90 days as is
the usual international reporting stan-
dard for publicly-listed companies and
companies with public interest, so we
want to thank the independent mem-
bers of the ARCC for its tireless work
over the past two years.”

The committee is specifically tasked
with reviewing the WICB’s internal
control systems and making recom-
mendations to the directors for en-

hancement of the processes under
which the organization operates, iden-
tifying the top 10 risks facing the or-
ganization and undertaking the requi-
site mitigating actions forms a very
important part of the committee’s
functions.

Further the ARCC is responsible for
assisting the Board of Directors in
oversight of:

– Reliability and integrity of the ac-
counting principles and practices, fi-
nancial statements and other finan-
cial reporting;

– Internal audit functions;
– Risk management functions and

processes;
– Compliance with the

Memorandum and Articles of
Association, contracts and legal and
regulatory requirements.

Further as part of corporate best
practice, the ARCC engaged the serv-
ices of Price Waterhouse Coopers to
identify and analyse the top risks
faced by the WICB.

Another committee which looks into
the governance structure of the WICB
is that of the Corporate Governance &
Nominations Committee chaired by
Sir Dennis Byron, president of the
Caribbean Court of Justice.

It will also lay its report before the
Annual General Meeting the follow-
ing day.

This is the second such report tabled
before the AGM.

“The WICB has taken deliberate ini-
tiatives to strengthen its governance
structure under the current adminis-
tration,” said Sir Dennis. “This follows
on previous initiatives taken to en-
hance governance of the regional
sporting organisation.

“These initiatives are part of an on-
going process of moving towards global
best practice and the Corporate
Governance & Nominations
Committee is specifically tasked with
reviewing matters related to gover-
nance and making recommendations
for improvement.”

WICB to discuss important audit,
governance reports at weekend meetings

    



FOR SALE
Elo 14” Touch Screen PN Sys-
tem with Epson Receipt Printer 

and Cash Drawer.
1902 Persia 10x7 / 83x121 

handwoven silk rug

Tel:822-0462/822-0492/
622-1981

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON WEDNESDAY 04/03/15 
THE FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
ANDWORKING VEHICLES:

2004 NISSAN MARCH at Cour-
tesy Garage at 1:15 pm

2008 CHEVROLET OPTRA at
B.W.U.C.C.U., Solidarity House 
at 1:45 pm

1994 MAZDA ASTINA at ICBL
Lot at 2:00 pm

2001 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 
at De Wrecker Man, Black Rock 
at 2:15 pm

1995 TOYOTA SPRINTER at
Champion Auto at 2:30 pm

2007 SUZUKI SWIFT,
2003 TOYOTA IST, 2004 ET 3
HONDA CIVIC at Downes 
Autobody at 2:45 pm

Terms Cash. Paul A. Edwards.
Tel: 245-2994

JOB SEEKERS
NEED YOUR PROPERTY

MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping, grass-
ing, spraying, mowing, forking, 
weeding, model: suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once 
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

Seeking employment in farm 
working, gardening, dish wash-
ing or janitoral work.

Tel:841-9344/418-1191

OBITUARIES

TAYLOR – On March 2nd 2015. 
JUDITH RUTH nèe 
PARRAVICINO of Hood Road, 
Navy Gardens, Christ Church. 
Widow of Aubrey Kenneth Taylor 
“Spooks”. Mother of John and 
Jane Taylor, Susan Hutchinson 
and Carolyn Cozier. 
Mother-in-law of Jeannie Taylor, 
Roger Hutchinson and Richard 
Cozier. Grandmother of Alexis, 
Daniel, Amanda, Alan, Christo-
pher, James and Christina. The 
funeral leaves BRYAN’S FU-
NERAL HOME Belmont Road, 
St. Michael on Friday 6th March 
2015 for The Chapel of the 
Westbury Cemetery Westbury 
Road, St. Michael where rela-
tives and friends are asked to 
meet at 10.00a.m. for a service 
of thanksgiving and interment. 
Organist and members of the 
church choir are kindly asked to 
attend. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the Thelma Vaughan 
Memorial Home The Glebe, St. 
George will be greatly appreci-
ated and collected at the chapel.
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at
www.bryansfuneralhome.com

EVERY – On February 26th 
2015. MILDRED ELAINE of
Kendal Peak, Featherbed Lane, 
St. John. Daughter of the late 
Herbert and Ruby Every. Sister 
of Maisie Davis, Yvonne Hassell 
and the late Louise, Lloyd, Verlin 
and Joyce. Aunt of Sandra Pinto, 
Ann-Marie Hassell, Stephen 
Every and many others. The fu-
neral leaves BRYAN’S FU-
NERAL HOME Belmont Road, 
St. Michael on Friday 6th March 
2015 for St. Cyprian’s Anglican 
Church George Street, St. Mi-
chael where relatives and friends 
are asked to meet at 2.00p.m for 
a service of thanksgiving. The 
cortege will then proceed to the 
Westbury Cemetery for the inter-
ment. Organist and members of 
the church choir are kindly asked 
to attend. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations to the St. Cyprian’s 
Church Organ fund will be 
greatly appreciated and col-
lected at the church.
Condolences to the family 
may be sent to 
www.bryansfuneralhome.com

NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 20-Feb-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.65 $1.81 300 5,095

Banks Holdings Limited 19-Feb-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.85 8,856 2,428

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 26-Feb-15 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.82 20,000 179

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.48 $2.50 820 32,287

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 8,383

FirstCaribbean International Bank 03-Mar-15 154 $1.90 $1.89 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.85 $1.90 50 7,012

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Feb-15 - - - $0.20 $0.20 - $0.17 $0.22 9,133 10,017
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 03-Mar-15 200 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.52 $0.00 $0.50 $0.52 3,799 9,817
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 27-Feb-15 - - - $6.42 $6.42 - $6.42 $6.50 5,538 350

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.40 500 5,000

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 1,722

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated -* 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 27-Feb-15 - - - $19.95 $19.95 - $19.50 $20.00 9,860 1,864

One Caribbean Media Limited 12-Feb-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.76 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 9,100

Sagicor Financial Corporation 26-Feb-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - - $1.74 - 6,575

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 354 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 20-Nov-14 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 20,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
March 3, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w    1.4825 0.0061
27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w    1.5019 0.0015
27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w    1.2661 -0.0002
19-Feb-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w    1.288 -0.0010
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w    4.8567   4.8567 4.8567   0.0076
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8482 0.0051
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0063 0.0028
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6681    4.6681 4.5747  -0.0059
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8204    0.8204 0.8039  -0.0053
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4275   1.4275 1.3989    0.0073
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.05 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND        200      $0.52 $0.52    $0.52    $0.00
FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK 154      $1.90 $1.89    $1.80    $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
March 3, 2015

Two securities traded firm as 354 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $395.60. Fortress Caribbean Property
Fund - Value Fund was the volume leader trading 200 shares at $0.52. They were followed by FirstCaribbean International Bank which
traded 154 shares. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
March 3rd, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

March 3, 2015 March 2, 2015
Local  2,137.91 2,137.91 -   
Cross-list 1,726.05 1,726.05 -   
Composite 613.86 613.86 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
March 3, 2015 March 2, 2015

Local  5,366.53 5,366.53 -   
Cross-list 2,894.43 2,894.43 -   
Composite 8,260.96 8,260.96 -          

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company will be held on
March 3rd, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Directors
have fixed Tuesday March 3rd, 2015 as the record date for determining
the shareholders who are entitled to participate in the Rights Issue of
Trinidad Cement Limited, which is scheduled to commence on March
5th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79261&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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MIAMI – Making no ef-
fort to downplay how
much this win meant to
him, Goran Dragic
thanked the Miami
Heat for his birthday
present.

His birthday,by the way,
is on May 6.

Had it been any other
opponent, Dragic said
wouldn’t have played
through the back spasms
that have pained him for a
few days. But this was the
Phoenix Suns, the team
that called him selfish
after trading him to Miami
last month, and Dragic’s
new teammates wouldn’t
let him down.

Tyler Johnson scored a
career-high 26 points off
the bench,Dragic added 21
in just under 15 foul-filled
minutes, and the Heat
beat the Suns 115-98 on
Monday night in a game
that included two third-
quarter altercations, three
ejections, six player tech-
nicals and probably will
merit some more punish-
ments from the NBA office.

“It means a lot,” Dragic
said.“It was a tough game.
You can see a lot of techni-
cals, ejections, but it’s a
man’s sport. I thought we

played awesome tonight.”
Hassan Whiteside fin-

ished with 17 points and
10 rebounds before getting
ejected for Miami, which
got 16 points and nine as-
sists from Dwyane Wade.

P.J.Tucker had 20 points
and 14 rebounds for the
Suns, who got 20 points
from Eric Bledsoe, 13
points apiece from
Markieff Morris and
Brandon Knight,11 points
from Marcus Morris and a
10-point,11-rebound game
from Alex Len.

Len and Markieff Morris
were also tossed early.
Markieff Morris was
ejected for a flagrant-2 foul
against Dragic, and Len
and Whiteside both de-
parted after scuffling
under the Miami basket.

“I like the fight of this
team,” Wade said.

The story line was sup-
posed to be Dragic vs.
Suns.

It turned out to be much
more.

Markieff Morris’ ejection
with 8:43 left came after
referees - who took at least
two long looks at the re-
plays - determined that he
shoved Dragic in the back
on a fast break. Dragic

landed hard on the wood
behind the basket, remain-
ing down briefly.

“We all know how Goran
plays – he throws that
right arm out,” Suns coach
Jeff Hornacek said.
“Markieff just went to
block it and missed it.They
said he hit him up in the
neck area.”

Added Markieff Morris:
“It was a hard foul. It was
a basketball play I
thought, but the refs
thought otherwise.”

Whiteside and Len went
at it about 4 minutes later,
scuffling after Whiteside
had a rebound and dunk.

“You’re not going to come
into Miami and bully us,”
said Whiteside, who con-
tended that he was only re-
taliating – and also said he
shouldn’t have even done
that.

And the Heat got an-
other scare later in the
third when Johnson went
down and stayed there,
holding his left ankle. He
returned to the game mo-
ments later, finishing 10
for 13 from the field.

Johnson’s collegiate ca-
reer high in four years at
Fresno State was 25
points.He had 64 points in

his NBA career entering
Monday.

“I like to stay ready,”
Johnson said.“It’s been the
story of my whole life -
whenever the opportu-
nity’s given you just stay
ready and try to make the
most of it.”

Miami was down six in
the early going, then – on
the strength of its highest-
scoring quarter of the sea-
son – seemed to have com-
mand at halftime.

The Heat scored 39
points in the second, one
more than they managed
in the fourth against
Atlanta to set their season
best on Saturday,and went
into the locker room with a
62-48 lead. Wade and
Dragic combined for 17
points in the second and
Miami led by as many as
18 before Knight and
Marcus Morris made a
pair of late 3s.

That all seemed long for-
gotten by the finish.

“You had two desperate
teams feeling the weight
of the season,” Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra said. “We
came in feeling this was an
absolute must-win and I’m
sure they felt the same
way.’
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Dragic scores 21, Heat beat Suns 115-98
as tensions run high
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By Patricia Thangaraj

THE Board  of
Management at sec-
ondary schools across
the island and not the
Public Service Com-
mission should be the
ones who select princi-
pals, as they are the
ones who understand
the needs of the school.

This is the firm belief of
former principal of the
Graydon Sealy Secondary
School, Matthew Farley,
who addressed those 
present at his official
Retirement Celebration
Dinner at the Hilton
Barbados over the week-
end.

“The method of select-
ing secondary school 
principals in Barbados
should revert to the board
level, where persons who
understand intimately the
needs of the school can
identify and choose ‘horses
for courses’. The Public
Service Commission in my
view lacks that intimate
knowledge of school cul-
ture to properly select and
assign our educational
managers,” he charged.

BOARD on Page 7

BOARD’S DECISION
Farley: School
boards should
pick principals

OFF TO MARKET: Food and Nutrition students from the Lodge School were given a valuable lesson in the art of marketing and
producing quality products which the public would support, when they took part in a product development launch at Emerald City
Supermarket yesterday. Pictured, students interacting with Ministry of Education officials and customers who got an opportunity to
sample the products and dishes which were all made from local goods. (See Page 3)

New champ to be
crowned in Inspire

Sports Under-13 cricket 

Page 25

       


