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DRIVERS and conductors
of Public Service Vehicles
(PSVs) are now required
by law to wear uniforms,
and failure to comply with
this new regulation could
result in the offender
having to pay a fine of 
$1 000.

Speaking to The
Barbados Advocate
yesterday afternoon,
Minister of Public Works
and Transport, Michael
Lashley, indicated that the
dress code requirement is
a step in the right
direction for the PSV

sector and will help to
improve the standards in
this area. The Minister’s
comments came as he
revealed that reports to
his office indicate that the
majority of personnel are
adhering to the new rules.
He explained that it was

only last month that
approval was given to
introduce for the first
time, the uniform
stipulation, which falls
under the Road Traffic
Act.

Furthermore, the dress
code expressly sets out the

attire which is approved
for the drivers and
conductors of the
privately-owned PSVs and
rules out the wearing of
short pants, slippers and
flip flips. Additionally, he
said that when on duty,
these persons must also

wear their identification
badges on the front of their
shirts so they can be
clearly seen.

“There is a maximum
fine of $1000 under the Act
and we have spoken to the
Royal Barbados Police 
DRESS CODE on Page 3

THE last decade’s
devastating earth-
quakes have brought
increased attention to
the Caribbean with the
region being more at
risk for such a hazard.
Therefore, it is critical
that the Barbadian
population is fully
aware of how to respond
in the case of a tsunami
being triggered during
such an event.

As such, this will now be
the focus in the month of
March as the Department
of Emergency Manage-
ment (DEM), Caribe Wave
and the Coastal Zone
Management Unit
launched the activities
marking ‘Tsunami and
Earthquake Smart Month’
yesterday.

Speaking to the media at
the DEM headquarters,
Director Judy Thomas said
that the tremors felt in
several islands during the
earthquake of 2007,as well
the damage done by the
major earthquake which hit
Haiti in 2010 all served as
eye-openers to the
susceptibility of this region
to such disasters.

She noted that the DEM
Council had approved a
standard operating
protocols of how to respond
in such situations that now
had to be presented to
Cabinet for approval.

“As soon as we get
Cabinet approval for this
then, [it is] the question of
the Minister of Home
Affairs and the Attorney
General looking critically to
see if there is need for
additional legislation to
help promote the goals 
and objectives of 

PREPARE on Page 5
Acting Director of the Coastal Zone Management Unit, Dr. Lorna Inniss and Director of the Department of Emergency Management, Judy
Thomas at the press conference.

BE MORE AWARE

Minister Lashley: PSV dress code in effect
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NASSAU, Bahamas 
– Prime Minister of
Bahamas and Chairman
of the Conference of
Heads of Government 
of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
Perry Christie under-
scored recently the need
for the region to invest in
its youth population that
serves as a critical com-
ponent of the region’s
human capital.

Perry was delivering
an address at the open-
ing ceremony of the 26th
Inter-sessional CARI-
COM Summit, held in
Nassau, Bahamas.

Christie stressed that,
“if we do not address the
challenges faced by our
young people, we do so at
our grave peril”.

Perry emphasised that

time was optimal to im-
plement the ideas drawn
from the region’s youth,
which are contained in
the 2010 Declaration 
of Paramaribo on the 
future of youth in the
Caribbean.

“In that Declaration we
agreed to support actions
aimed at empowering
and developing youth in
the region. We have done
the research. We have
the views of the youth.
Let us take the necessary
action to deliver on the
provision of Paramaribo
and ensure that tomor-
row’s leaders are aca-
demically, socially and
mentally ready for build-
ing on the policies of yes-
teryear,” he said.

He noted that the deci-
sion to consider leverag-

ing the Community’s
human, cultural and 
natural resources for its
economic development
was precipitated by the
CARICOM mandate to
address the common goal
of a sustained develop-
mental path for the com-
mon man and woman.
The prime minister told
the meeting he “…will be
seeking a regional com-
mitment to greater in-
vestment and attention
to education, culture and
sports.

“Our challenge, our
mandate, our imperative,
is to show our young peo-
ple, that we, as leaders,
care about who they are,
where they are and what
they are doing, and that
we are determined to de-
velop sound and viable

strategies for helping
them make their futures
brighter than they may
appear right now,” the
CARICOM chairman
stated.

Former Prime Minister
of Jamaica PJ Patterson
will lead the discussions
on CARICOM’s human
capital, he noted with
satisfaction.

“It is so vitally impor-
tant that we identify
practical, sustainable
methodologies for
strengthening and en-
riching the human capi-
tal of our region,” he said.

Christie also chal-
lenged the meeting to 
ensure that female em-
powerment is a priority,
not only as a “moral im-
perative” but also as a 
social necessity.

WHEN it comes to educa-
tion, we have to be more
self-reliant and work as a
community for the better-
ment of the younger gen-
eration.

This was the message
given by Sophia Greaves,
Special Projects Co-ordi-
nator for the Pinelands
Creative Workshop
(PCW), as she addressed
the media at a recent
press conference, held 
at the Marcus Garvey
Resource Centre.

“We don’t have a lot of
these people existing
within our spaces,who are
willing to come and give
back and give of their sup-
port, and that is what we
need in terms of corporate
support and individual
support, because if we are
going to continue to fill the
gaps as based on what
Government cannot do,
we as private citizens
have to be there to be 
our brother’s keeper,”
she stated.

“Now we can’t afford 
to have an increase in the
30 per cent that was men-
tioned in the last state-
ment by the Minister of
Education of those who …
could not pass the exam.
We have seen a trend
where that number has
increased from one exam
to the next and I am hop-
ing very heartfelt that
there won’t be a further

increase this year, but if
we have to be proactive,
I think it is upon us as 
a people to be more self-
reliant, whether it is 
corporate Barbados,
whether it is we as citi-
zens who have established
responsibilities as having
a body of knowledge that
can share. We need that
kind of reinforcement to
help our children,” she
added.

According to Greaves,
school cannot be expected
to do everything, as teach-
ers are under severe pres-
sure and sometimes chil-
dren need special atten-
tion. She explained that
the PCW had recognised
that and over the last 37
years had ensured that
they not only focused on
sports and culture, but
also on education and so-
cial development.

“What we are calling for
in terms of this organisa-
tion PCW and hopefully
other civil society organi-
sations is that we need 
to be more integrated in
our approach in terms of
working with each other
to deal with a lot of these
issues. We make it our 
priority as Pinelands
Creative Workshop to con-
tinue to look at the re-
silient measures to make
sure that this organisa-
tion continues to exist,”
she noted. (AC)

‘YES’, not ‘No’ or
‘Can’t ’ , will  be the
buzzword of the 
future for customer
service.

So said Manager 
of  Training and
Development with The
Productivity Council,
Shawn Callender,
moments after deliv-
ering a presentation 
on ‘Customer Service 
of  Tomorrow’, at the
Barbados Workers’
Union Labour College.
He told the media that
for this to take root in
Barbados, focus will
have to be placed on get-
ting persons to deliver
good service long before
they reach the work-
place.

“I think the focus has
to be from primary
school right up when it
comes to service and
when it comes to ‘yes’ as
an answer; we need to
teach people solutions
and not problems. ‘No’ 
is a problem answer; a
solution is about the ‘yes’
and so we need to edu-
cate our younger persons
right up the scale to
know how to find solu-
tions to problems and

that would facilitate ‘yes’
in our service delivery,”
he said.

Moreover, he said it 
is also imperative that
when persons attend
sessions like yesterday’s,
that the knowledge they
obtain is taken back to
the workplace and im-
plemented. He lamented
that too often this is not
being done and service
delivery is not being im-
proved upon.

“We are not enforcing,
we’re not implementing
the solutions that are
coming out of the ses-
sions. We are not asking
our employees to con-
sistently deliver on the
training and sometimes
the managers and super-
visors are not coming to
the training to under-
stand what they are
being trained and so
they cannot enforce what
they don’t know. So we
need to find a way to put
performance measures
and standards in place
that would hold people
accountable when they
come to training,” he
said.

Callender suggested
then that to get manage-

ment to buy-in, efforts
will have to be made to
get those persons to un-
derstand their role and
function in motivating
employees.

“Employees like when
supervisors and man-
agers turn up for the
training as well; they
feel that once it is impor-
tant for management it
is important for them. So
they need to set the ex-

ample; if you set the ex-
ample by coming, your
people are going to buy
into what you are saying.
If you just send them
and don’t come, people
might think it is not that
important. The boss also
needs to come to know
what the people are
being trained, so he can
empower them to do,”
he added.

(JRT)

Educating our
youth requires
everyone’s help

Teach people
solutions, 
not problems,
says Callender 

Chair of CARICOM, the Bahamas Prime Minister
Perry Christie, addresses the opening ceremony of
the 26th Inter-sessional Meeting of the Conference
of the regional bloc on February 26, 2015.

Manager of Training and Development at The
Productivity Council, Shawn Callender.

CARICOM chairman: Youth investment
critical to region’s development
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THIS country needs more
entrepreneurs.

So says Keith Miller, Co-
Champion of Education Pillar
of Barbados Entrepreneurship
Foundation (BEF). Speaking 
at the BEF Columbus $20
Challenge 2014 Awards held 
recently at the Hilton Hotel,
Miller noted that while the
focus in Barbados has tradition-
ally been on academic achieve-
ment to secure a good job or a
professional career, and this 
has been instrumental in the
country’s “remarkable success
since Independence”, this focus
has to change.

He made the point as he ex-
plained that we now exist in a
completely different economic
age where national growth and
financial independence depends
more on our ability to compete
successfully on the ever-expand-
ing global stage of free enter-
prise.

“So while we still need highly
qualified lawyers, engineers,
doctors, accountants, bureau-
crats and good employees to ef-
fectively manage the infrastruc-
ture, we also need much greater
numbers of passionate, free
thinking, innovative, hardwork-
ing, adventurous risk-takers –
people who can go out into the
wider world and create new

businesses, with the capacity to
generate sufficient income to
drive the economy of Barbados.
In short, we need more entre-
preneurs,” he stated.

It is for this reason, he indi-
cated, that the BEF has chosen
to focus on the young people.
Referring then to the $20
Challenge, he explained that it
is open to all 4th and 5th Form
students from secondary
schools across the island and
provides them with an oppor-
tunity to directly experience life
of an entrepreneur. He said the
Challenge is intended to act as
a spark to ignite an interest in
entrepreneurship among the
youth, as well as provide “val-
uable fuel” to inspire greater
passion for life in general.

“By only offering them basic
business guidance, a loan of a
mere $20 and just six weeks to
launch and operate their busi-
ness, we are compelling the stu-
dents to make quick decisions,
to think outside the box and,
to quote Nike, ‘just do it’,” he 
explained.

Miller added that at the end
of the Challenge, not only do the
participants know how to be en-
terprising, but they understand
it because they have had the op-
portunity to experience it. He
noted that while not everyone

has the character or desire to be
an entrepreneur, we can all be
enterprising.

“…Barbados will benefit enor-
mously, perhaps beyond meas-
ure, if we can help to launch a
new generation of more enter-
prising young people and that 
is the ultimate goal of the 
BEF Columbus $20 Challenge,”
he said.

This year’s overall champion
was Amber McKenzie of The
Codrington School. McKenzie,
in addition to donating 100 per
cent of the profits from her busi-
ness, ‘Organic Essentials’, to the
Save Society Foundation, also
donated her $1 000 cash prize to
the Foundation.

Among this year’s other
champions were: the team 
of Nailah Clarke, D’Shara
Scantlebury and Lakita Bryan
of the Springer Memorial
Secondary School trading under
the name ‘Delicious Bitez’, who
won the prize for Team Work –
Best Example of a Co-operative;
Most Market Ready Business
was won by Taliya Mottley-
Hinds and Jayde Adams of the
Deighton Griffith Secondary
School and their business
‘Bajan Cravings’; and ‘Message
in a Mug’, owned by Taylor
Rowe of St. Winifred’s, won the
prize for Product Excellence.

Also in winners’ row were
Sasha Hill and Mia Cothran of
The Codrington School, whose
business ‘Velas Verdes’ won the
prize for Excellence in Strategic
Planning and Execution;
St. Winifred’s Seth Evelyn 
and Lukas Marsh with 
‘Claim Surf Competition’ 
won the Innovation in Sports

Development prize; Lockerbie
College’s Rebecca Eames and
Zoe King, trading under the
name ‘R&Z Skincare’, won the
prize for Research and Product
Development; and ‘Lemon’
Rush, owned by Britney Sealy 
of The St. Michael School, won 
the prize for Enterprise and
Excellence in Branding.

STUDENTS of a local second-
ary school recently raised
US$2 600 to help educate 
children in Ethiopia.

The students are from
Providence Secondary School;
a private school located in 
St. George, and pursued the
fund-raising activities under
The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award.

Speaking during the assem-
bly yesterday morning, Guy
Berridge, Parent Volunteer
and Group Leader of  the
Providence Secondary School’s
Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award group,
revealed that the money col-
lected by way of three events,
will help educate 65 students
from Grades 3 and 4 at the 
St. Jacob Primary School in
Ethiopia for an entire year.

The events included a car
wash, the sale of tomatoes
which the students harvested
themselves, and a movie night,
and the proceeds were donated
to Educate Ethiopia, an inter-
national charity which is ded-
icated to keeping 21 Catholic
schools in northern Ethiopia
open.

Speaking to The Barbados
Advocate after the assembly,
students Katie Schofield and
Ben Clausi said the Dukes are
quite proud of their accom-
plishment, and have recog-
nised that in addition to the

fun they can have in the pro-
gramme, through their com-
munity service, they can also
assist other young people who
are in need.

With that in mind, Berridge
explained that the key motiva-
tion in introducing The Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award to the
school was so that it could 
encourage the students to 
actively participate in the
community.

“The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award is all about getting kids
off their butts and doing some-
thing – be it skills, sports or
helping the community – to
turn them into well-rounded
individuals,” he said.

His sentiments were shared
by Principal, Deborah Smith,
who said that the Award pro-
gramme has been a welcomed
initiative at the school, which
has only been in operation for
two years. She noted that the
fund-raising activities, carried
out by the older members of
the student body, has gone a
long way in helping to solidify
school spirit.

“The movie night they held
for the elementary school, that
movie night was in fact a fam-
ily night; we had people from
both schools attend. That has
helped to build the school 
culture and a sense of com-
munity,” Smith stated.

(JRT)

Overall champion of the BEF Columbus $20 Challenge, Amber
McKenzie of The Codrington School, accepting her prize from
Niall Sheehy, Managing Director of Columbus Barbados.

Guy Berridge (second from left), Parent Volunteer and Group
Leader of the Providence Secondary School’s Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award group and Principal, Deborah
Smith (second row, right), join the students involved in the
award programme and other teachers to celebrate the success
of their fund-raising activities.

Local students raise money to help Ethiopian counterparts

Entrepreneurs needed

DRESS CODE from Page 1

Force informing them that the
gap in the law has been ad-
dressed. We published a notice
in the newspaper and put the
announcement on the radio in-
forming the PSV operators that
the uniform will be mandatory
and we are confident that the
drivers and conductors will com-
ply with the new rules and the
$1 000 fine will be seen as a de-
terrent,” Minister Lashley said.

With that in mind, the
Transport and Works Minister,
noting that the Road Traffic Act
states that any person who com-
mits an offence under the Act or
the regulations for which no
penalty is specifically provided,
is liable on summary conviction
to a fine of $1 000 or to impris-
onment for a term of 12 months
or both, is reminding the PSV
owners and their employees to
get to know the rules by which
they should operate, as igno-
rance of the law is no excuse.

(JRT)

PSV owners,
employees
urged to
know 
the rules
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By Regina Selman Moore

THE celebration of
African Awareness
Day during the month
of February across var-
ious schools in
Barbados is an effort to
be lauded.

This is the view of
Principal of the Maria
Holder Nursery School,
Shelley Boyce, who says
the initiative is one that is
of great value, even to
young children.

“I just want to say that
it is one of the better con-
cepts that schools have
embraced in recent times.
It is teaching us the value

of self; it is teaching us the
value of Black people; it is
teaching us that we are
important. It teaches the
children about Black
achievers as well, but I
think most importantly, [it
teaches them] to be com-
fortable in their skin and
in their Blackness, and I
really want to commend
teachers across the island
for embracing this concept
and making it part and
parcel of our curriculum
and important activities
[annually],” Boyce told
The Barbados Advocate
last Friday, as the nurs-
ery school located in
Sharon, St. Thomas, held

its own celebrations for
African Awareness Day.

Boyce acknowledged
that the programme at
the school is getting better
every year and has be-
come a critical part of the
curriculum.

“It is getting bigger and
better every year. We are
using a holistic approach
and an integrated ap-
proach to the curriculum.
We introduced them to the
slide show of the conti-
nent of Africa – they
painted, they used
colours, they also sang
songs and heard drum-
ming and the music and
saw textiles and artefacts

coming from the conti-
nent. This integrated ap-
proach to science, litera-
ture and language is so
important for learning
when it comes to young
children,” Boyce ex-
plained.

To commence the
African Awareness Day
programme, Reverend
Onkphra Wells,
Chairman of the Pan
African Coalition of
Organisations, offered
prayers for Africa and the
descendants of African
people in the Diaspora.
Parents and guests gath-
ered also benefited from a
slide show entitled “Let’s

Talk About Africa”, which
was presented by class
teacher Lora-ann
Franklin.

Under the theme,
“Celebrating African
Village Life”,Facilitator of
the Performing and
Cultural Arts
Programme, Tyrone
Trotman, along with
teachers, brought the
African Awareness Day
programme to life, as they
led the young children
through various perform-
ances in song, story-
telling and dramatisation,
along with the use of
drums and percussion,
with the assistance of

Barry Chandler. The chil-
dren also modelled their
African wear, much to the
delight of their parents
and guardians. Guests
were also able to view an
exhibition of African arte-
facts.

Reverend Onkphra
Wells and Tyrone
Trotman also lauded the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology and
Innovation for allowing
schools to put on pro-
grammes in celebration of
African Awareness Day,
even as the country itself
celebrated Black History
Month during the second
month of the year.

THE Barbados Light &
Power Company was
happy to support The
Princess Margaret
Secondary School re-
cently in its effort to put
‘Safety First’. Held as a
part of the school’s 60th
anniversary celebrations,
the event was a health
fair which included
BL&P’s booth themed
“Electrical Hazards and
Protection”. Students
who attended partici-
pated in the activities de-
veloped to help them
gain a greater under-
standing about leading
safer lives.

Brian Reece, Health
Safety Environment and

Quality (HSEQ)
Administrator, said that
the company places
tremendous importance
on the safety of its em-
ployees, as well as the
safety of its customers
and all Barbadians alike.
“We believe it is impor-
tant that students know
more about occupational
safety so that as they
progress from their aca-
demic to their profes-
sional lives, they will also
develop a keen sense of
hazard awareness and
continue to ‘Put Safety
First’.”

Through their display,
the BL&P team compris-
ing Requell Griffith,

Corrie Harris and David
Slocombe were able to
talk about safety and
personal protective
equipment and share
useful storm prepared-
ness tips with the stu-
dents – another crucial
aspect of safety aware-
ness and preparedness at
the BL&P.

According to Reece,
“This was one of several
other initiatives in the
company’s commitment
to community safety. As
in previous years, this
year we will be actively
in the schools and the
community during the
Easter kite-flying season
and hurricane prepared-

ness season, as well as an
involvement in the
Coastal Zone

Management Unit’s
Tsunami Preparedness
month.” At Light &

Power, as at all Emera af-
filiates, safety is a prior-
ity.

Celebration of African Awareness Day important

Princess Margaret School
putting ‘Safety First’

The Drums and Percussion piece presented by “The Children and Barry Chandler” was a hit with the
audience, during the African Awareness Day celebrations.

Principal of the Maria Holder Nursery School,
Shelley Boyce, as she delivered welcome remarks at
the start of the African Awareness Day programme.

BL&P Linesman, David Slocombe, explaining the importance of a fuse gate as-
sembly in the delivery of a safe electricity service to students at the Princess
Margaret Secondary School.
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THE Minister of
Housing, Lands and
Rural Development,
Denis Kellman, is yet
again impressed by the
exhibits on showcase by
the Rural Development
Commission clients at
the Agrofest festival, and
by extension the work of
the Commission to nur-
ture these persons.

However, he also hopes
that beyond the three-
day event, in the future,
there can be a more per-
manent exhibit for the
local producers to show-
case, peddle their trade,
and earn.

Kellman told The
Barbados Advocate on
Sunday, “I’m very im-
pressed as usual and it
shows what the govern-
ment is doing – they have
responded to the increase
in production that is
needed for the local mar-
ket and most impor-
tantly, if we are telling
people that we are push-
ing the tourism industry,
we cannot bring tourists
to the country and don’t
feed them or don’t pro-
vide the supplies.”

Furthermore, speaking
to the part that RDC is
playing in reinforcing the
Agrofest 2015 theme
‘Celebrating Linkages be-
tween Agriculture and
Tourism’, the Minister re-
iterated as he toured the
pastures in Queen’s Park,
“So we are just like the
incubator where we tend
to develop the small pro-
ducers and then we pass
them on to industry and
agriculture, but like

everything in life, you
must have a foundation,
and this is where RDC
comes in.”

He further stated, “We
nurture people and pass
them on to the various
ministries.A lot of people
would describe it as over-
lapping, but it is not over-
lapping. It is ensuring
that you have a sector
that can relate to what is
happening in the future,
and that is exactly what
you are seeing today. We
are nurturing the various
industries’ model.”

Observing that the
number of RDC clients
present are about the
same as last year, the
Minister stressed how-
ever, there are new faces.
“One of the things that
we have been trying to do
is to bring more people on
board and that is the
most important thing.”

Going forward,
Kellman shared that he
thinks Agrofest is not
enough. “If we are seri-
ous about what we are
doing here, we cannot
think about this as a one-
off. Sooner, rather than
later, when one considers
the synergies that are
created, we are going to
look at the possibility of
having a permanent dis-
play, because it is not only
a display but it is a busi-
ness; people are buying.

“People need to have an
opportunity to under-
stand what [others] do for
a living and the best way
they can appreciate it is
by seeing it and being
part thereof.” (KG)

By Kerri Gooding

ONE suggestion to see
a recipe book come
out of the Plantation
Breakfast held at
Agrofest annually,
has been touted as a
grand idea, and has
received Ministerial
support as well as
support at the educa-
tional level, with
room for expansion.

Legal Consultant and
UNICEF’s endorsed
Champion for Children
(Barbados), Faith
Marshall-Harris, en-
joyed the sumptuous
breakfast on the last day
of Agrofest 2015 at
Queen’s Park on Sunday,
but said that she be-
lieves there is just cause
for the creation of a
cookbook so that patrons
can replicate the healthy
and tasty treats after-
wards.

Labelling the event as
“excellent and growing
in popularity”, she said,
“I’m impressed with the
use of the foods in differ-
ent ways... things that
we wouldn’t think of. It
gives us an idea of what
we can do with the food
instead of the traditional
stuff, however, there are
things that you eat here
that you need the
recipes for.

“You can’t go home and
do it, like the dolphin
sausage… I would love
to be able to make it but
I don’t know how, and
they have another excel-
lent thing here called

breadfruit chocó, which
is a lot like our bread-
fruit cou-cou but spicier.
I know the chocó method
of cooking is Indian and
therefore, since intro-
ducing that aspect to our
way of cooking bread-
fruit, I would like them
to share the recipe with
us so that we can carry
that forward. So maybe
they can make a recipe
book.”

Stating his total
agreement, Minister of
Agriculture, Food,
Fisheries and Water
Resource Management,
Dr. David Estwick said,
“That [idea of a recipe
book] would allow for the
items to be moved into a

wider market sphere
and it would be utilised
in the larger restaurant
arrangements and to be
tried across Barbados at
all the various locations
where people enjoy cui-
sine. So I would support
a project like that; and
not only just produce one
product, but as you in-
novate you keep adding
and adding and adding,
and eventually you don’t
know where that would
become. It has my full
support.”

The Plantation
Breakfast is hosted by
the Inter-American
Institute for
Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) in

partnership with the
students of the Barbados
Community College
Hospitality Institute
(BCCHI).

Therefore, when inter-
viewed by The
Barbados Advocate,
the Director of BCCHI,
Bernice Critchlow-
Earle, added her enthu-
siasm to adopt the idea
saying, “I think that is
an absolutely fantastic
idea and I think that in
the near future you can
look forward to the
Institute along with
IICA perhaps... produc-
ing a book of recipes of
the recipes that they
have used in the many
Agrofest Breakfasts.”

PREPARE from 
Front Page

the tsunami and earth-
quake awareness pro-
gramme,” she outlined.

Throughout the month
several activities will be
held, including displays at
three libraries; the City,
St. Peter and St. Joseph;
two movie nights, a
lunchtime lecture on
March 20 and community
focused events on March
21 and 28.

One major focal point
will be sensitisation work-
shops being held at nine

schools along the Western
and Northern Coasts that
will be conducted with
personnel from the seis-
mic department of
Trinidad and Tobago.
These include: Alma
Parris, Alexandra,
Alleyne, Chalky Mount
Primary, A. Dacosta
Edwards Primary, Half
Moon Fort Primary, St.
Lawrence Primary School
and Leacock’s Private
School.

An evacuation drill will
also be held at the Alleyne
School on March 25th.
(JMB)

Impressed, Kellman
sees a permanent
exhibit in the future

Activities, sensitisation
workshops to be held

Recipe Book being championed

Over a hundred persons partook of the 2015 Plantation Breakfast organised by the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) which provides a practical foundation for the students of the Barbados
Community College Hospitality Institute and acts as an example for the tourism industry.

From left: Viewing the livestock were Chief Executive Officer of the Barbados
Agricultural Society, James Paul; the Minister of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and
Water Resource Management, David Estwick; and the Minister of Housing, Lands
and Rural Development, Denis Kellman.
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AS the Human Resource
Management Association of
Barbados celebrated the end of a
successful inaugural week of
activities, it honoured several of its
past leaders at an Awards Gala at
the Crane Resort on Saturday night.

Speaking on the contribution of those
ten individuals who had taken up the
mantle of leadership over the almost two
decades since the inception of the
organisation, outgoing President Glenda

Gilkes stressed that while the face of
human resource management had
changed over that time, its importance to
the business environment could never be
overestimated.

As he accepted his award, Edward
Bushell, who served as the association’s
leader from 1998-1999, reminded those
gathered of the importance of HRM and
to ensure that they were aware of its
value.

“Human resources management in

Barbados would be respected, if we
respect ourselves, if we add real value to
the organisation, if we become as
important as the engineers, accountants
and other individuals and we have to earn
and maintain our place at the table. So to
all the young folks that are coming up,
keep at it, you are doing an excellent job,”
he stated, expressing his expectations
that the organisation would continue to
grow.

Taking up the leadership mantle in

2006, Brenda Evelyn urged senior HR
professionals to ensure that they helped
the younger generation in dealing with
the many facets of the job.

“There is need for help out there and
HRMAB can give that help, particularly
with labour management, the
Employment Rights Act and the Safety
and Health at Work Act,” she stressed,
before encouraging those employees
working in HR departments to join the
association. (JMB)

HRMAB honours past presidents
Brenda Evelyn is presented with her award. Past President of HRMAB Edward Bushell speaks on the profession.

(At left) Henderson Williams receives his award.
(At left) Akhentoolove Corbin receives a token of appreciation from Director of
Global Business for the Society of Human Resource Management Robert Garcia.
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By Ashlee Cox

WHILE many street
youths in Haiti are
being excluded and
marginalised, they are
in fact going against the
expectations of many
and are actually full of
hope for their future
and also interested in
becoming educated.

This was the findings of
Dr. Diane Hoffman, as she
presented on the lecture
entitled, ‘Marginal or
Mainstream? What can
Out of School Youth in

Haiti Teach us About
Development Policies?’,
which was the 13th Annual
Caribbean Public Policy
Lecture, which presented
by the Sir Arthur Lewis
Institute of Social and
Economic Studies.

“While the youths are
being excluded and
extremely marginalised, I
would say that all of them,
at least 90 per cent of the
youths,want to go to school
and they want to learn a
trade or they want to
become a person in
Haitians’ terms

respectable by main
stream society,” she stated

“The extent of their
personal ambitions is
really quite extraordinary,
given their socially
marginalised status.Much
of the literature as I
mentioned earlier said that
youths in a situation of
extreme poverty and
extreme marginalisation,
begin to lack home and lack
aspiration,but nearly all of
these youths expressed
clear ambitions to personal
futures.They wanted to be
doctors, mechanics, cooks,

agronomists,great persons
who are able to give back to
their families and give back
to society,” she noted.

According to Hoffman,
the youth are indeed also
critical of a government
that has not done enough
to help them,however they
have yet to give up hope in
the State;rather,they see it
as the State’s responsibility
to address their situation
and to develop ways to
address their needs.

“The youths were critical
of local problems, noting
trash in the street,the poor
conditions of roads and the
lack or poor quality of
education. One said, they
don’t do education well,
they don’t put their heads
together to change
education,” she noted.

“One request that the
youths had, was for more
residential centres, where
they could live with other
street youth, where they
could engage in
simultaneous learning and
training of some sort.That
was a very, very strongly
voiced sentiment,” she
stated.

What was also

discovered was that some
of the youths stated that
they did not think that
Haiti as a nation would
ever advance out of poverty
or that it would collapse as

a nation,unless it began to
address the situation of
street youths,and included
their perspectives on the
future of national
development policies.

THE Lions Club of
Barbados is being warned
about the continuous
decline in its membership.

Past District Governor
Lion DeTracey Jones
expressed his concerns
about the state of these
clubs in the island,
stressing the need to
address the situation.

“The whole face of Lion-
ism has changed over the
years. When I was
governor in 1993 the
district had 2,331
members, and despite all
of our efforts at
recruitment we are down
now to 1,874. Every year
we turn out a number of
leadership instrument
grants and the movement
continues to go downhill.
In former years, leaders

used to have lions vying for
offices within the clubs,
now we have difficulties in
finding members to take
office.There is not one club
in the district that I can
point to and say that it is
now stronger than it was in
1993. Not one!” he stated.

Jones, along with four
other Past District
Governors;Owen Springer,
Reverend Colton Bennett,
Joan Jordan and Lloyd
Barker, were honoured on
Saturday evening at the
Cuthbert Pilgrim
Memorial Hall in
Moravian Gardens.

Making the feature
address, Jones pointed out
that the club must adapt
programs designed by the
Lions International to suit
the Barbadian population,

rather than seek to adopt it
wholeheartedly.

Stressing that trying to
use projects designed for
North America would not
work in a Caribbean
context, he stated that the
Lions Club of Barbados
must be willing to take out
the pieces of these
programs that would work
in our culture or “throw it
away all together” and
design its own.

“Instead of trying to
design programs that are
relevant to our area, we
keep trying to introduce
programs like the strategic
plan or the CEB which are
designed in North America
and are not suitable to the
majority of clubs in this
area,” he emphasized.
(JMB)

IMMENSE knowledge can
be gained by learning from
successful entrepreneurs
advises Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth
Stephen Lashley.

Addressing last
Thursday’s Week of
Excellence function at the
Hilton Barbados, he
pointed out that many of
everyday things that are
now taken for granted,
including cell phones, the
internet and Facebook,
would not have existed if
not within the minds of an
entrepreneur.

“Entrepreneurs are great
innovators and as such
they are obsessed with
making the world better,
bringing value to [the]
market, doing research to
push us forward, solving
problems and creating a
better world than the one

that exists today. Bizzy
Williams, Richard
Branson, Bill Gates, Steve
Jobs, Rihanna, [Sir]
Garfield Sobers, Chiryl
Newman, Oprah Winfrey
[and] Lil Rick are all
phenomenal business
people.”

“There is no doubt in my
mind that entrepreneurs
are important. They are
hard at work every day in
Barbados. As we look
across our island,
entrepreneurs own and
operate many of the micro,
small and medium
enterprises that make up
the majority of businesses
in Barbados. They are
taking risks and blazing
trails.They are innovative,
creative, hardworking,
productive and daring.
They are creating jobs,
contributing to our gross

domestic product,
transforming lives and
livelihoods. In my mind
they are extremely vital to
our economy,” Lashley
emphasized.

Stating that he was
pleased that particular
attention was being paid to
research, innovation and
finance as key ingredients
for success, he told the
coordinators, “I applaud
you for pulling together an
expert panel of practicing
entrepreneurs, policy
makers, academics and
business development
organisations who work
with entrepreneurs to offer
insights to encourage
entrepreneurship.I believe
there is tremendous
potential to learn from
those who have ‘walked the
walk’ of entrepreneurship.”
(JMB)

Haitian youths hopeful in adversity

Lions Club on the decline

Emulate entrepreneurs
like Oprah and Rihanna

Dr. Diane Hoffman.

       



FOR the past few years, Barbadians have slowly
but surely embraced the burgeoning film and
television sector industry as a choice for
entertainment. To that end, it is encouraging to
see the signs that more persons are choosing to
become involved in this sector, as it provides the
opportunity to expose Barbadian talent and
elevate our unique brand of entertainment to
higher levels. It is even more gratifying when
those shows can evolve and/or contribute di-
rectly or indirectly to our main money earner,
tourism.

The creators behind the Caribbean Cooking
Channel, which was officially launched last
month and appears on MCTV from this month,
must be commended for further diversifying
their brand. Having hosted various culinary-
based shows over the years – Eggonomics, In Da
Mix, Five Minute Meals to mention a few – the
idea of pushing culinary tourism by featuring
this channel in hotels further redounds to the
benefit of our local brand, given that tourists
appreciate signature products or services in the
country they visit.

Premieres at cinemas and on the lone televi-
sion station provide an avenue by which local en-
tertainment can grow bigger and better. Given
that the Cultural Industries Act is a reality,
there are more paths filmmakers and showrun-
ners can use to pitch television or movie ideas
that propel our arts industry. In an age where
innovation is a buzz word, there are endless
opportunities for creative persons to advance
business. This has been supported by the
Minister of Industry, International Business,
Commerce and Small Business Development,
Donville Inniss, who also made the point that en-
trepreneurs even have the option of branching
out to the Eastern Caribbean and expand their
businesses.We would add the international level
as well, given that Marcia Weekes, whose first
movie ‘Hush’ resonated with local audiences,
staged a successful showing of the movie
“Vigilante – The Crossing” at the Pan African
Film Festival in Los Angeles earlier last month.
The film is also to shown this month at local
cinemas.

It further highlights the importance of a recent
screening to Parkinson Secondary School stu-
dents, since it introduced them to the works of
young Barbadian filmmakers who had created
pieces for the 2014 NIFCA showpiece. According
to Ms. Annette Nias, the NCF’s Cultural Officer
for Film and Photography and the co-ordinator,
“The main objectives of the Secondary Schools
Film Screening Showcase were to create an ap-
petite for filmmaking in schools, to encourage
participation at NIFCA and in the long-term to
position film as a viable career path for these
young students.” Previous exposure to film-mak-
ing has also been introduced to youth via the
Ministry of Youth’s National Summer Camp,
where campers produced short films.

As Barbados’ tourism industry rebounds, there
is much more this island can show that is
uniquely Barbadian apart from sun, sand and
sea. As we branch out into niche ideas, cultural
tourism no longer has to apply to music and the
varying festivals or events held annually. A film
and movie industry – showcasing local talent
and creativity – helps to provide a unique vehi-
cle through which Barbadians can see them-
selves on the bigscreen as well as create jobs
across the filmmaking spectrum.

Editorial

Film industry
a viable path

By Janelle Husbands

EVERY year Barbadians
beam with pride and are
in awe by the spectacle of
the wide variety of high
quality products, services
and livestock and every-
thing imaginable at the is-
land’s premier exhibition
Agrofest.

While sadly this writer
was unable to attend this
year’s exhibition due to ill-
ness, newspaper reports
and other accounts from
persons who attended the
three-day event gave a
sense of the diverse prod-
uct offering at Queen’s
Park.

The fresh fruit and veg-
etables in a kaleidoscope
colours, the livestock on
display, some specimens
so beautiful that one could
never consider them to be
food, give us a sense of
what we are truly capable
of producing on the island,
the highest standard.

The perennial question

always arises – how do we
replicate this level of pro-
duction on a much larger
scale so that we can sat-
isfy local demand and also
the visitors to the island
thereby cutting down our
astronomical food import
bill.

Before I join the many
persons saying more peo-
ple need to go into farming
so that we can be able to
feed ourselves, the ques-
tion must be asked, why
over the years so many
persons have decided to
get out of this sector?

This writer would argue
that the number one rea-
son is praedial larceny. On
a much smaller scale,
there are some persons
who have taken the com-
mendable route of start-
ing their own kitchen gar-
den, some may even plant
a small orchard on a small
plot of land. However, be-
fore they could even taste
the fruits of their labour,
someone takes it all.

Many have the problem of
monkeys, but that’s an-
other discussion alto-
gether.

There are other horror
stories of persons’ live-
stock being stolen, mauled
by animals or massacred
in the field. Could one
even imagine the
heartache, hard work, and
the resources that went
into livestock to wake up
and see it all stolen by un-
scrupulous person(s)? 

Many persons simply
cannot afford the large
perimeter fencing or secu-
rity lighting that would
keep thieves away so it
seems as though many of
them have just counted
their losses and gone into
another field, no pun in-
tended.

Persons lining their
pockets with money from
stolen goods are truly
doing their country a dis-
service. A country that
cannot feed itself is truly
held in a precarious situ-

ation, having to pay for
meals at whatever price
one’s supplier dictates,
and waiting for however
long until it reaches the
island.

Therefore this short-
sightedness of these
thieves and those who sell
their stolen produce is one
that should be dealt with
the full weight of the law.

All in all, we must truly
commend those who still
pursue farming despite
the many challenges and
we hope that the incen-
tives continue from the
relevant authorities. And
for the millennials, who
don’t see farming as an op-
tion for their future,
Agrofest would have been
a wonderful opportunity
for them to show them the
type of technology that ex-
ists in the sector, so that
the misconception that
farming is nothing more
than hot sun, a hoe and
hard work would be dis-
pelled.

BEIJING – Prince William
presented China’s presi-
dent with a large envelope
yesterday containing an in-
vitation from the queen to
visit Britain this year, as
he began the first official
visit to mainland China by
a senior British royal in a
generation.

President Xi Jinping told
the prince that he thanked
Queen Elizabeth II for the
invitation. “I look forward
to meeting her majesty and
other British leaders dur-
ing the visit and to jointly
plan out the future of Sino-
British relations,” Xi said
during the meeting in the
Great Hall of the People,
the seat of China’s legisla-
ture. “The British royal
family has great influence,
not just in Britain but
across the world.”

The prince’s three-day
trip to Beijing, Shanghai
and in the southwest near
the border with Myanmar
is testing the prince’s diplo-
matic mettle as the second
in line to the throne.

He won’t be visiting
Hong Kong, which Britain
handed back to China in
1997. It was the scene last
year of weeks-long pro-

democracy protests,during
which Beijing prevented a
parliamentary committee
from travelling to Hong
Kong to investigate politi-
cal reform there, saying it
did not want Britain inter-
fering in its internal af-
fairs.

William told Xi and the
rest of the Chinese delega-
tion, including Yang Jiechi,
the government’s senior
foreign policy adviser, and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
that he was looking for-
ward to strengthening re-
lations between the coun-
tries.

“I’m particularly inter-
ested in the young people
and seeing how the next
generation develops and is
aware of the world as it is,”
he added.

Earlier yesterday,Prince
William told a boy he
might be able to make his
dream of singing opera in a
palace come true as he met
with young people from
disadvantaged back-
grounds. He made the
comment as he toured a
traditional Beijing court-
yard residence dating from
the 1890s that has been re-
stored and turned into a

museum with help from
charities related to his fa-
ther, Prince Charles: the
Prince of Wales’s China
Foundation and The
Prince’s Foundation for
Building Communities.

He spent most of his time
chatting with representa-
tives of charities helping
children with hearing and
visual impairments,whose
parents are migrant work-
ers or in prison, and some
of the young people they
work with.

Zhao Chen,14,who is vi-
sually impaired and under-
gone six operations to his
eyes, and wants to be a
tenor, told the prince: “My
dream is to go to your
palace to sing opera.”

The prince replied:“Well,
you have met the right
man. We might be able to
arrange something.”

Before he left, William
was presented with a pic-
ture drawn by a 10-year-
old of a rural scene, and
said he would give it to his
son: “That will look nice in
George’s bedroom.”

Prince William also had
a stroll in the Forbidden
City, where emperors once
resided.He is due to arrive

in Shanghai yesterday
evening,where his engage-
ments include opening an
exhibition showcasing
British creativity and in-
novation and meeting with
Chinese business leaders;
watching students at a sec-
ondary school train with
Premier League-trained
coaches; and meeting
Chinese film industry fig-
ures. His final stop in
China is Xishuangbanna
in Yunnan where he will
visit an elephant sanctu-
ary and a nature reserve.

William arrived in
Beijing late Sunday after
a four-day stay in Japan.
Interest in his visit among
Chinese was limited with-
out the presence of wife
Kate, who is expecting
their second child next
month. Xi offered the cou-
ple his congratulations.

Relations between
Britain and China got back
on track after Beijing sus-
pended high-level diplo-
matic contacts for 14
months after Prime
Minister David Cameron
met with the exiled
Tibetan spiritual leader,
the Dalai Lama, in May
2012.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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DEPUTY Principal of the University
of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus,
Professor Pedro Welch, is stressing
the need for a strong culture of
student financing in Barbados.

He told The Barbados Advocate
recently that such financing had
traditionally been the domain of the
State, however with the ongoing
economic challenges facing the country, a
serious discussion needs to be taking
place among financial and education
institutions about how best to serve the
needs of students,particularly those from
the working class.

He made the point that in other
countries such as the USA, commercial

banks offered packages tailored to the
unique needs of students. “However, in
our case, even those institutions who
have come on board to assist us [since
Government announced they were no
longer funding the entire cost of study for
university students]... they are offering
programmes where the interest rates are
every bit as much heavy as those in the
general loan market. Many of our
students, particularly those from the
working class cannot afford that, they
have to be given more flexible options,”he
argued.

No clarity on bursaries as yet
The campus’ deputy principal disclosed

that despite a recent announcement by
government that it would proceed to
disburse the long promised bursaries to
supplement the tuition fees of a number
of students, it could not be confirmed as
‘yes’ if any students today were able to
access any of those funds.

“We thank the Government for
whatever they are offering to us,...
[however] the fact remains that some of
our students who would have been
expecting to have the bursary earlier,
would have left us... and there is no
certainty that they will necessarily come
back because the bursaries were not full
scholarships,” Professor Welch stated.

“I understand they were only intended
to assist with the cost, so there is still the
wider issue of financing education
though we understand that our country
is still going through unfavourable
economic circumstances, at the same
time we have to be careful about rolling
back the gains of the past,” he added.

The senior educator remarked that
education policy makers needed to be
extremely careful of what reduced

financing of education could mean for
our society. “We need to provide the
opportunities for our young people
because when we do so, we create
opportunities for the country at large,”he
explained.

“Who is to say that when we train
young people that they would not be able
to go overseas and repatriate funds here
so that the initial cost spent on our young
people, is not a loss,” he said.

Welch also argued that persons need to
do a proper analysis of a UWI graduate
before they talk about “wasting money on
education”, further denouncing the
blanket statement that the university
took in “every and anybody” and that
students took an exaggerated amount of
years to graduate. “But the fact is most
of our graduates graduate within time...
I firmly believe that the cost that you
expand is a cost that you will recover in
due course. We have to look for more
creative ways, the state and the
university [both] to ensure that our
students have access to the resource.”
(RS)

PRIVATE sector involvement in
education and the transitioning of
graduates into the workforce is of
tantamount importance in equipping
Barbadian students to be global
citizens, says Career Counsellor at 
the University of the West Indies 
(UWI) Cave Hill campus Don-Marie
Holder.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
the school’s career fair which was held
on the campus grounds recently, Holder
called on businesses to continue to
support student transitions through the
provision of internship and other
training programmes.

“Preparing students to meet the
challenge and opportunities in a
knowledge-based economy... the
university recognises that it cannot do
it alone, therefore all stakeholders,
especially from the business community
have an indispensable role to play by
providing training and internship
opportunities for students to
supplement their studies and have a

first time experience of the various
professions. I appeal to you for your
continued support,” she said.

Of the career fair, Holder remarked
that it is a premiere event of providing
students with current, comprehensive
information on studies, training, and
career openings all in one space.

Students attending the fair were able
to interact with representatives from
approximately 50 private and public
sector entities, including BHL Group,
Price Waterhouse Coopers, Gildan,
Courtyard Marriott, Barbados
Conference Services, Grantley Adams
International Airport, the Youth
Entrepreneurship Scheme, the Royal
Barbados Police Force, the Barbados
Defence Force and the Psychiatric
Hospital.

Scheduled activities such as sessions
on writing effective curriculum vitaes,
interview trainings, negotiating
contracts, as well as ethics and
etiquette in the workplace also featured
throughout the day-long event. (RS)

THE internationalisation of UWI’s
recruitment strategy and curriculum will
be critical to its survival, says Deputy
Principal of the Cave Hill Campus
Professor Pedro Welch.

Professor Welch was speaking to The
Barbados Advocate moments after
delivering welcoming remarks at the
opening ceremony of the Campus’
student fair, which took place at the
school’s grounds recently.

He pointed out that having a global
strategy had been a strong theme in the
projections of the University’s incoming
Vice Chancellor designate, Sir Hilary
Beckles. Professor Welch remarked that
the question of the globalisation of the
campus and university was seen as an

important plank in its survival which
could not be only guaranteed by “a cohort
of Caribbean stufdents”.

Furthermore, this was the reason for
the university placing a strong emphasis
on the signing of Memoranda of
Understanding with foreign universities,
along with its attempt to internationalise
its curricula and programmes offers.

“We do this so that we can attract
foreign students here which has to do
not only with enhancing the image of the
campus but also due to the fact that those
persons also enhance the foreign
exchange earning potential of the
university. The campus is a net
contributor the Barbados economy,” said
Professor Welch. (RS)

Global strategy important to UWI

More flexible financing options needed for students

Deputy Principal of the University of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus,
Professor Pedro Welch.

Campus holds career fair

MEMBERS of the Drug Squad have
charged Christopher Lockhortor Ellis 39-
year-old Jamaican national with the
following offences committed at the
Grantley Adams International Airport:
Possession of cannabis; Possession with
intent to supply; Trafficking; and

Importation of cannabis 1lb.
Ellis arrived by air on February 18,2015

from Jamaica. He was interviewed by
Police and referred to the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital where he subsequently passed 41
packages of the cannabis drug he had
ingested. Total weight 1lb.

Court results
Ellis appeared at the District B
Magistrates Court yesterday,and pleaded
guilty to all the charges.He was sentenced
as follows:

On the charge of possession he was
Convicted,Reprimanded and Discharged;
Trafficking, fined $8 000 forthwith or eight
months; Possession with intent to supply,
Reprimanded and Discharged;
Importation, fined $5 000 forthwith or six
months in prison. Sentencing to run
concurrently.

Sydney Simpson appeared at the
District B Magistrates Court yesterday,
and pleaded guilty to all the charges. He
was sentenced as follows:On the charge of
possession he was fined $8 000 forthwith
or nine months in prison;Trafficking, fined
$15 000 forthwith or 12 months;
Possession with intent to supply,
Reprimanded and Discharged;
Importation,Convicted,Reprimanded and
Discharged. Sentencing to run
concurrently.

Jamaican national charged with drug offences
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NEW YORK, NY –
Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc. (BTMI)
has appointed Ms.Petra
Roach as their new
head of the USA.

A driving force in the
island’s tourism industry,
Roach brings a wealth of
travel experience and
expertise to the market
having previously held the
position of Vice President
in the UK for 12 years. She
recently led the
organisation as interim
CEO during its transition
period in the restructuring
of BTA to the BTMI from
May to October of 2014.

Under her stewardship,
the UK office engineered
such consumer initiatives
as the British Airways
Football Legends
Invitational Tournament
and Top Gear Festival
Barbados, as well as some
innovative incentive
programs for the travel
trade such as “Gimme 5
and Fly” and Connect
Barbados.Her success as a
tourism practitioner is well
documented and
acknowledged,having been
the recipient of three high
level awards in the United

Kingdom including the
coveted British Travel
Awards Personality of the
year, Caribbean World –
Caribbean Personality of
the Year in 2013, and in
2014,was recognised as one
of the ‘Top 60 women travel
executives in the last 60
years’ by the Association of
Women Travel Executives
(AWTE). Additionally,
under her leadership, the
Barbados UK office was the
recipient of several
accolades including Best
Tourist Office at the TTG
Travel Awards, the Travel
Weekly Travel Awards and
Selling Long Haul.

Roach is a member of the
Chartered Institute of
Marketing, a Fellow of the
Institute of Travel and
Tourism, and also sits on
the board of the Branson
Centre for
Entrepreneurship as well
as Sport for Life UK. She
was previously a board
director of the Caribbean
Tourism Organization,UK
Chapter and looks forward
to active participation in
the US division of CTO.

“The US market offers
significant potential for
Barbados so the focus will

be on looking at where the
opportunities are and
putting plans in place to
realise those
opportunities,” says Petra
Roach. “It will be a steep
learning curve getting to
know the intricacies of our
partners’ businesses and

understanding the makeup
of the distribution network
here in the US but I am so
excited at the task ahead.
2015 is expected to be a
growth year for Barbados
and we expect that the US
market will be a major
contributor to that growth.”

GABRIEL ABED, CEO
and Co-Founder of Bitt
Inc., the Barbados based
bitcoin and digital
exchange company, has
been acknowledged for his
pioneering move to
promote and facilitate the
use of bitcoin in the
Caribbean region.

The acknowledgement is
contained within a new
book released by Wall
Street Journal columnists,
Paul Vigna and Michael 
J.Casey,entitled The Age of
Cryptocurrency: How
Bitcoin and Digital Money
Are Challenging the Global
Economic Order.

Referring to Abed as ‘Mr.
Bitt’, the authors note that
Abed “sees the digital
currency’s low transaction
fees as a quantum leap for
small Caribbean nations
that currently maintain
their own currencies.”

Bitt is pivoted to launch
and ‘go live’ next month
and Abed considers it a
major win that the
company is already
receiving global
recognition.The company’s

core focus is providing
access to cryptocurrencies
in emerging markets.

“We are committed to
providing a safe and secure
platform for the use of
digital commodities.Books
like these are a testament
that digital currency is
already becoming a way of
life – and the international
market is heralding our
existence – and is excited
about our plans to facilitate
trade to and from the
Caribbean,” he said.

“Digital currencies may
never fully replace fiat
currencies, but it is an
alternative that will be
embraced as an option to
traditional banking –
especially by those who
offer cross-border products
and services,” he added.

Bitt’s innovative
‘Caribbean Mobile Wallet’
is geared towards
providing access to
cryptocurrency to everyone
in the region, especially
unbanked populations –
the group which stands to
benefit most from
alternative financial

solutions. The company’s
plans also include the
addition of a high
performance trading
engine, merchant
processing solutions and
international fund
remittance. Bitt intends to
change the way people
handle their money
through cutting edge,
decentralized mechanisms,
allowing true self –
governance of wealth for
the first time ever.

The book, as published
by St. Martin’s Press, is, in
itself, ground-breaking,
since its copyright was
“hashed” into the Bitcoin
Blockchain on February
2nd, 2015 by the Digital
Currency Council. This
created a permanent “Proof
of Existence”, or POE, in
the digital realm, that will
stand as POE for all time,
or as long as the Bitcoin
block chain itself exists.
Many saw this process as
more efficient and trusted
than a traditional
copyright, as the POE
cannot be modified by a
third party,as third parties

are not needed at all.
Published by St. Martin’s
Press, this will mark the
first time a major
publishing house will etch
a published book’s ‘Proof of
Existence’ into Bitcoin’s
block chain.

BRENT crude tumbled
nearly four per cent on
Monday on speculation of
a nuclear deal that could
boost Iran’s oil exports,
and U.S. crude rose by
almost two per cent as
traders bet the gap
between the two would
narrow.

Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said a deal on
Iran’s nuclear
programmer’s could be
concluded this week if the
United States and other
Western countries had
sufficient political will
and agreed to remove
sanctions on Tehran.

Iranian oil exports have
been restricted by
sanctions for several
years as the United
States and Europe
responded to Tehran’s
nuclear programmer’s,
although Iran says its
nuclear plans are
peaceful.

Analysts say Iran could
increase its oil sales fairly
quickly if sanctions were
lifted and may eventually
be able to raise exports by
up to one million barrels
per day (bpd). A Reuters
survey last week showed
Iran pumped around 2.8
million bpd in February.

Brent was also
pressured initially by
rising Libyan output and
a firmer dollar that
weighed on greenback-
denominated
commodities. [USD/]

In the case of U.S.
crude, its advance versus
Brent came after a
smaller-than-expected
build in the Cushing,
Oklahoma delivery point,
reported by oil services
firm Genscape.

“The Genscape
expectations for a slower
rise in crude at Cushing
and returning production
in Libya reverses the
dynamic in play last week
when Brent was rallying
on sensitivity to supply
disruptions and big gains
in Cushing inventories
were weighing on U.S.
crude,” said Phil Flynn,
analyst at Price Futures
Group in Chicago.

Brent was down $2.32,
or 3.7 per cent, at $60.26
a barrel by 11:46 a.m.
EST (1646 GMT).

U.S. crude rose 75
cents, or 1.5 per cent, to
$50.51.

Brent’s premium to
U.S. crude was at below
$10 a barrel, after
reaching above $13
earlier on Monday.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Jamaica’s public debt
stock is projected to reach
$2.072 trillion by the start
of financial year 2015/16
on April 1.

This is an increase of
approximately $125
billion, or 6.5 per cent over
the 2013/14 figure.

This has been stated in
the Medium Term Debt
Strategy (MTDS) for
financial years 2015/16-
2017/18, which was tabled
by Minister of Finance
and Planning Dr Peter
Phillips in the House of
Representatives on
February 19.

The MTDS noted that

additional debt triggered
the global bond issue of
July 14, 2014, totaling
US$800 million, or J$89.8
billion, accounting for the
majority of the increase
up to December, 2014 of
$93.7 billion. But, there
were also increases from
loan inflows from
multilateral creditors,
including the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB), and the
depreciation of the
Jamaican currency which
added approximately
$54.8 billion to the debt
stock.

The Barbados Tourism Marketing
Inc. welcomes new head of USA

Wall Street Journal recognises
Barbadian, Gabriel Abed as ‘Mr. Bitt’

Brent down 
4 per cent on
Iran, Libya

Jamaica’s debt
to reach just
over J$2 trillion

Petra Roach.

Gabriel Abed, CEO and
Co-Founder of Bitt Inc.
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U.S. consumer spending
fell for a second straight
month in January, likely
as lower gasoline prices
continued to weigh on
receipts at service
stations.

The Commerce
Department said
yesterday consumer
spending slipped 0.2 per
cent after falling 0.3 per
cent in December.

Economists polled by
Reuters had forecast
consumer spending,
which accounts for more
than two-thirds of U.S.
economic activity, dipping
0.1 per cent in January.

When adjusted for
inflation, consumer
spending increased 0.3
per cent after December’s
0.1 per cent dip.

Income increased 0.3
per cent after a similar
rise in December. Income
at the disposal of
households after
accounting for inflation

advanced 0.9 per cent, the
largest increase since
December 2012. The
saving rate increased to
5.5 per cent, the highest
since December 2012.

Lower gasoline prices
continued to put
downward pressure on
inflation, with key
consumer price gauges
slipping further below the
Federal Reserve’s two per
cent target.

A price index for
consumer spending
braked to show a 0.2 per
cent rise in the 12 months
through January, the
weakest reading since
October 2009. The
personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) price
index had increased 0.8
per cent in December.

Excluding food and
energy, the so-called core
PCE price index
increased 1.3 per cent in
the 12 months through
January.

OTTAWA – Even though
Bank of Canada officials
admit the plunge in oil
prices has been a shock to
the Canadian economy,
they believe it “still has
room to grow,” with a
strong U.S. recovery and
increased business
investment eventually
lifting job creation and
overall output.

Tumbling Canadian
dollar? Blame the economy,
not the Bank of Canada,
says Stephen Poloz.

Bank of Canada
Governor Stephen Poloz
rejected speculation that
he’s trying to boost growth
by weakening the
Canadian dollar, saying
the currency’s decline
reflects a deterioration in
the economy’s outlook.

“I honestly reject the
notion that I’m talking
down the dollar,” Mr. Poloz
told reporters in Istanbul,
where he’s attending a
meeting of finance chiefs
from the Group of 20. “It’s
not about what we did. It’s
about how the economy
has behaved.”

But central bankers
reject suggestions that
they are also “talking
down”the Canadian dollar
to help that process along,
saying the decline in the
loonie reflects the country’s
disappointing economic
performance.

“I honestly reject the
notion that I’m talking
down the dollar,” bank
governor Stephen Poloz
said Tuesday.

“It’s not about what we

did. It’s about how the
economy has behaved,” he
told reporters at the Group
of 20 financial leaders
meeting in Istanbul. “It’s
only by being open about
that and people seeing it
happening and, oil prices
declining on top of that,
that the dollar has moved.”

Mr. Poloz’s comments
came on the same day as
the Bank of Canada’s No.2
policymaker emphasized
the challenges now facing
the economy.

“There is no doubt that
the Canadian economy has
room to grow.The stronger
U.S. economy, a lower
[Canadian] dollar and our
monetary policy response
will work to keep the
recovery in Canada on
track and get inflation

sustainability back to
target,” senior deputy
governor Carolyn Wilkins
told a business audience in
Ottawa.

“Achieving the inflation
target is consistent with
closing the output gap and
attaining full employment
in a typical business cycle,”
she said, adding that “if
potential output growth
turns out to be lower than
we think,we have the tools
to bring inflation
sustainably back to target.”

But for now, Ms.Wilkins
said the economy “is still
operating below its
potential, and the sharp
drop in oil prices is a
setback. That is why the
Bank of Canada lowered
the policy rate a couple
weeks ago.”

IT may be by far the
most valuable
American company but
Apple Inc. still can’t get
into at least one
exclusive club – the 30-
member Dow Jones
Industrial Average.

That may not be a
problem for the company
behind the iPhone and the
iPad,after all Apple shares
recently hit record highs.
It is, though,hurting those
who tie their investments
to the performance of the
venerable Dow, which was
first calculated in 1896 and
is still probably the best-
known stock index in the
world.

Since Apple split its
shares seven-for-one last
June 6, it’s delivered
investors a gain of more
than 43 per cent including
dividend payments, and
that has contributed
almost one third of the
Nasdaq 100’s return of 18.6
per cent, according to
ETF.com. By comparison,
the Dow’s total return has
been only 8.97 per cent
over that period,and it has
also underperformed the
S&P500 – which does
include Apple – and has a
9.56 per cent return.

Had Apple been
substituted for 29 of the 30
Dow components last June,
the index would have been

higher. The only Dow
member that would have
had more of a positive
influence on the index than
Apple is Visa. If Apple had
replaced a badly lagging
stock such as IBM, which
has dropped more than 13
per cent since Apple’s split,
the Dow would now be
about 450 points higher
than its Friday close at
18132.70 (and have gained
9.8 per cent rather than the
7.1 per cent increase it has
recorded, without
dividends).

Index changes rare
So why can’t a company

that so dominates the
consumer and technology
worlds, and whose share
price has climbed an
astounding split-adjusted
3,500 per cent since
January 2000, get into an
index that has gained just
55 per cent in that period.

S&P Dow Jones Indices,
a unit of McGraw Hill
Financial Inc,rarely makes
changes to the index it
owns, and often only when
forced to by a major
corporate event,such as an
acquisition of a component.

The last change was in
September 2013, when
Alcoa, Hewlett-Packard
and Bank of America were
replaced by Visa, Nike and
Goldman Sachs in one of

the biggest shake-ups in
the index for some years.
That decision was
triggered by the low stock
prices of the three
companies that were
removed and by a desire to
diversify the industry
groups in the index,
according to a statement
from S&P Dow Jones
Indices at the time.

“S&P doesn’t comment
on any pending index
changes with respect to
any specific companies,”
said David Blitzer,
managing director and
chairman of the index
committee at S&P Indices
in New York.

Sustained growth
According to S&P Dow

Jones Indices’ guidelines
on its website, a stock
“typically is added to the
index only if the company
has an excellent
reputation, demonstrates
sustained growth and is of
interest to a large number
of investors.” Apple would
certainly qualify on those
criteria.

In addition, S&P Dow
Indices says that “adequate
sector representation
within the indices is also a
consideration in the
selection process.”

As of the end of January,
9.47 per cent of the Dow

was allocated to the
technology sector, placing
it fifth among the nine
sectors that comprise the
index. Given that
technology makes up 19.9
per cent of the broader
S&P 500, that should also
help Apple’s case. And
given Apple has also more
than earned its stripes as a
consumer and media
company it clearly has
other claims on
membership.

Before June last year, it
would have been much
more difficult to add Apple
because pre-split, the stock
was trading at such a high
price – it reached $705
back in 2012.The Dow is a
price weighted index,
which means a stock with
a higher price has a greater
influence on the index. By
contrast, the S&P and
Nasdaq indexes are
weighted by market
capitalization.

Many investors who tie
their investments to a
broad index will use the
S&P 500 ($1.9 trillion of
index funds) or the Nasdaq
100. But some do buy the
Dow through vehicles such
as the SPDR Dow Jones
Industrial Average ETF,
which has a market value
of about $12.32 billion and
is known as the Dow
Diamonds.

U.S. consumer
spending falls,
inflation
pressures muted

What would the Dow look
like if it included Apple?

BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 3rd, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.22750    2.26926              
Pound Sterling £ 3.05964    3.11700              
Canadian $ 1.58663 1.61982
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.22332      2.26926              
Pound Sterling £ 3.05389 3.11700              
Canadian $ 1.58363 1.61982              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.19117 2.28343
Pound Sterling £ 3.00973 3.13647              
Canadian $ 1.57467 1.62124              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01733
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31773

Oil prices shocking but
Canadian economy hopeful
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A PROCEDURE that delivers
the anaesthetic lidocaine
(Xylocaine) directly to nerves in
the back of the nasal cavity ap-
pears to offer significant relief to
migraine sufferers, preliminary
research indicates.

Early findings suggest that a
single outpatient treatment can
reduce migraine pain levels by
about 35 per cent for up to a
month after the procedure, ac-
cording to this small, ongoing
study.

The technique is “a minimally
invasive treatment option”, said
the study’s lead author Dr.
Kenneth Mandato, a vascular
and interventional radiologist
at Albany Medical Centre in
Albany, N.Y. He added that he
views the new procedure as “a
clear simple alternative” to
standard migraine treatments.

“This nasal spray option is
safe, convenient and innova-
tive,” said Mandato.

In the new study, his team fo-
cused on 112 patients averaging
about 45 years of age. All had
been diagnosed with either mi-
graines or another type of in-
tensely painful (and cyclically
occurring) headache known as
cluster headaches.

Before participating in the
study,patients were asked to in-
dicate their pain levels accord-
ing to a standardised scale from
1 to 10. Pre-treatment pain
scores averaged more than 8,
Mandato said.

The participants all under-
went a session of “image-guided
therapy”, in which a spaghetti-
sized catheter was inserted
through a nostril and into the
nasal passage to deliver a dose

of lidocaine to a nerve centre
known as the sphenopalatine
ganglion. This was then re-
peated in the opposite nostril,
according to the researchers.

Mandato stressed that no one
in the study required sedation
to undergo the procedure.

The target nerve bundle, ex-
plained Mandato, “resembles a
complex highway crossing with
many [nerve] signals and exits
going in all directions”. And, he
said, the hope was that lidocaine
would essentially short-circuit
that bundle’s headache-causing
pathway.

The day after the procedure,
average migraine pain levels
had dropped from about 8 to
just over 4.Pain scores rose only
marginally a week after the pro-
cedure, and reached an average
of just over 5 by the one month

post-procedure mark, according
to the study.

The procedure didn’t help
everyone, though. Seven of the
patients (about 6 per cent) failed
to get any benefit from the treat-
ment, the investigators found.
However, 88 per cent of those in
the study reported needing less
standard pain relief medication
after the procedure.

The researchers acknowl-
edged that this procedure is a
temporary solution that would
need to be repeated. Mandato
said his team is continuing to
monitor patients to see how well
the nasal spray approach holds
up six months out.

Dr. Richard Lipton, director
of the Montefiore Headache
Centre in New York City, de-
scribed the findings as “very
dramatic”.

“Unmet treatment needs in
chronic migraine are huge, as is
the overuse of medications,” he
noted. “When a body gets used
to having a chronic headache
suppressor, the patient can ex-
perience a rebound in the ab-
sence of that suppressor. So de-
veloping an effective treatment
that can reduce the need for
acute medicine would be very
valuable,” Lipton explained.

“These results sound very
promising,” Lipton added. “Of
course, it remains to be seen if
the demonstrated benefit al-
ready seen holds up over a
longer period of time, and with
a bigger group of patients.”

Mandato and colleagues are
scheduled to present their find-
ings Sunday at the Society of
Interventional Radiology an-
nual meeting in Atlanta.

Simple new treatment option for migraine sufferers

UNIVERSITY of Iowa car-
diologist Milena A Gebska,
M.D., tells her patients that
it doesn’t make a difference
which kind of cigarette
they’re smoking – tradi-
tional or electronic – the
risks to heart health sug-
gest that her patients stop
smoking immediately.

Nicotine, found in traditional
and electronic cigarettes, has
proved to constrict blood ves-
sels, temporarily raise blood
pressure and heart rate, and
elevate glucose levels.

Blood vessel constriction is
never healthy and can be par-
ticularly dangerous in patients
who already have high blood
pressure (hypertension), dia-
betes, or atherosclerosis.

The increasingly popular
electronic cigarettes were in-
troduced in 2008.

Commonly known as “e-
cigs”, these battery-operated
cigarette devices involve the
inhalation of vapours from liq-
uid nicotine.

E-cigarettes are a popular al-
ternative to smoking tradi-

tional cigarettes. While e-ciga-
rettes do not contain the tar
and smoke of traditional ciga-
rettes, they do contain nicotine,
which increases the risk of
heart and vascular disease.

Finding ways to quit
Dr. Gebska says she takes

the time to discuss with her
patients different options to
help with smoking cessation.
She is sure to mention the
risks that come with smoking
e-cigarettes to those looking to
switch from smoking tradi-
tional cigarettes to e-ciga-
rettes.

Unfortunately, smoking any
form of cigarette has its nega-
tive long-term effects on the
heart. Therefore, if you have or
are at risk of developing heart
disease, avoid smoking en-
tirely. Dr. Gebska recommends
regular moderate intensity ex-
ercise as a wonderful adjunct
to a smoking cessation pro-
gram.

Those dealing with smoking
addiction and wish to quit
should speak with their doctor.

The effects e-cigarettes
have on the heart

The CEO of the American
Heart Association worries
there will be an increased risk
of developing nicotine addic-
tion and heart issues due to
the attractive flavours and ad-
vertisements of e-cigarettes.

The AHA also recommends
the government apply stricter
e-cigarette regulation since the
long-term effects of e-ciga-
rettes on the heart are un-
known.

The dangers of nicotine
found in e-cigs

A study done at Brown
University found that nicotine
in cigarettes (including e-cigs)
increases a smoker’s risk of
cholesterol plaque build up in-
side of the arteries and devel-
oping atherosclerosis.

Clogged vessels limit the
flow of blood to and from the
vital organs and may lead to
pain in legs with walking (clau-
dication), heart attack, and
stroke.

According to the American
Heart Association, non-smok-
ers are also at risk.
Involuntary exposure to
nicotine given off by
e-cigarettes is harmful in the
same sense second-hand
smoke given off by
traditional cigarettes is harm-
ful.

While smoking e-cigarettes
may reduce the risk of cancer
associated with tobacco use,
the risk of heart disease re-
mains.

E-cigarettes have been marketed as a safe alternative to cigarettes, but the nicotine found in
electronic cigarettes increases the risk of heart and vascular disease.

The truth about
e-cigarettes
and the heart
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LONDON: 05°C CLEAR
BOSTON: 01°C FAIR
MONTREAL: -04°C FAIR/DRIZZLING SNOW
TORONTO: -04°C FAIR
NEW YORK: 03°C FAIR
MIAMI: 27°C FAIR 

High: 2:55 a.m.
& 2:49 p.m.

Low:  8:31 a.m.
& 9:11 p.m.

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month: 1.4 mm
For the Year: 112.1 mm

Generally cloudy and breezy with
some scattered showers.

Max: 29.2 °C
Min:  23.8 °C

6:13 a.m. 6:08 p.m.

DISTINCT changes in the
immune systems of pa-
tients with ME or chronic
fatigue syndrome have
been found, say scientists.

Increased levels of im-
mune molecules called cy-
tokines were found in peo-
ple during the early
stages of the disease, a
Columbia University
study reported.

It said the findings
could help improve diag-
nosis and treatments.

UK experts said further
refined research was now
needed to confirm the re-
sults.

People with ME (myal-
gic encephalopathy) or
CFS (chronic fatigue syn-
drome) suffer from ex-
haustion that affects
everyday life and does not
go away with sleep or rest.

They can also have
muscle pain and difficulty
concentrating.

ME can also cause long-
term illness and disabil-
ity, although many people
improve over time.

It is estimated that
around 250,000 people in
the UK have the disease.

Disease pattern
The US research team,

who published their find-
ings in the journal Science
Advances, tested blood
samples from nearly 300
ME patients and around
350 healthy people.

They found specific pat-
terns of immune mole-
cules in patients who had
the disease for up to three

years.
These patients had

higher levels of cytokines,
particularly one called in-
terferon gamma, which
has been linked to the fa-
tigue that follows many
viral infections.

Healthy patients and
those who had the disease
for longer than three
years did not show the
same pattern.

Lead author Dr Mady
Hornig said this was
down to the way viral in-
fections could disrupt the
immune system.

“It appears that
ME/CFS patients are
flush with cytokines until
around the three-year
mark, at which point the
immune system shows ev-
idence of exhaustion and
cytokine levels drop.”

This shows there are
distinct stages to the dis-
ease, she said. When the
cytokine response starts
to settle down, the disease
also appears to quieten
down.

Drug treatment
Peter White, professor

of psychological medicine
at Queen Mary
University of London,
said it was premature to
draw any conclusions
from the study.

“Only one out of the 51
immune proteins studied
was elevated in all cases
compared with controls,
something that could hap-
pen by chance alone.

“I hope the authors will

go on to re-examine their
data after stratifying
their samples by other
factors that determine the
different sub-groups that
most scientists now ac-
cept make up this illness.

“Finally, as the authors
themselves suggest, we
need to see these results
replicated independently.”

Dr Charles Shepherd,
medical adviser to the ME
Association, said the re-
search was interesting
and useful, and added
more support to what is
already known about the
abnormal immune re-
sponse in people with
chronic fatigue syndrome.

“If distinctive patterns
of cytokine abnormality
can be linked to both
stage and severity of dis-
ease, this is a finding
which could be used to aid
diagnosis and open the
door to the use of anti-in-
flammatory drug treat-
ments that would
dampen down the abnor-
mal immune system re-
sponse.”

But he indicated that
this was still some way off.

He added: “Although
some doctors do still mis-
takenly believe that
ME/CFS is a psychologi-
cal illness, there is now
very robust evidence
being produced to show
that we are dealing with a
physical disease process
that includes significant
abnormalities involving
the brain, muscle and the
immune system.”

ALZHEIMER’S
Disease may not be
just for grandparents
to worry about:
Groundbreaking new
research from
Northwestern has
found that amyloid
protein – a hallmark
of the devastating dis-
ease – starts accumu-
lating in brain neu-
rons of people as
young as 20.

Scientists believe this
is the first time that such
changes have been noted
in human brains so
young. In the study, lead
researcher Changiz
Geula, from the
Cognitive Neurology and
Alzheimer’s Disease
Centre at Northwestern
University Feinberg
School of Medicine and
team analysed neurons
from the brains of 13
“normal” young people
20 to 66; 16 older people
70 to 99 without demen-
tia; and 21 people with
Alzheimer’s, 60 to 95.

“It was the age that re-
ally that surprised us,”
Geula told reporters. “In
the young adults, we al-
ready see accumulation
of amyloids.” This be-
comes worrisome when
amyloid clumps grow in
size and abundance. The
difference between old
and young in this study:
While the amyloids
themselves were present
in younger people – and
clumps were present as
well – there was more
clumping in the ageing
and Alzheimer’s popula-
tion, says Geula.

“What this means is
these neurons are sus-
ceptible to accumulate at
a young age, but that the
clumping really occurs in

ageing. During life, the
substance needed to
make clumps is avail-
able. And if you have sus-
ceptibility to form
clumps, this could
worsen.”

So what does this
mean for you? First,
know this: “In this study,
we didn’t have a huge
number of brains,” said
Geula. “And this doesn’t
mean that because
young people have a
measure of amyloids
that everyone is going to
get Alzheimer’s. It’s not
an alarm.”

But there are suscepti-
bility factors (that sci-
ence knows a lot about) –
and protective factors
(that science doesn’t
know as much about) –
when it comes to
Alzheimer’s, Geula
stated. “We have known
for a while that if we
want effective therapy
for Alzheimer’s, we have
to start early. What these
findings suggest is the
earlier the better.”

So start today and pro-
tect yourself – and your
brain – with these tech-
niques, no matter your
age.

1. Kick bad habits.
“We know that general
cognitive ageing and
Alzheimer’s ageing can
be enhanced by many
things – most impor-
tantly, general health,”
said Geula. In fact, many
health factors – diabetes,
heart disease, pul-
monary function, and
obesity – can increase
your risk of the disease.

2. Clean up your
diet. Healthy habits like
eating a Mediterranean
diet (rich in nuts, greens,

whole grains, fruits and
veggies, poultry, and
olive oil)  have been
linked to better cognitive
function and a lower risk
of Alzheimer’s.

3. Work it out.
Exercise has been shown
to enhance cognitive
abilities in everyone – in-
cluding the old and even
an Alzheimer’s popula-
tion. “Some animal stud-
ies show that the total
amount of amyloid can
be reduced in animals
through enhanced exer-
cise and enriched envi-
ronment,” Geula re-
called. And not only can
exercise keep
Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia at bay, some research
suggests it can even turn
it around. When people
with mild cognitive im-
pairment (MCI) walked
on a treadmill for 30
minutes a day, four days
a week for 12 weeks, peo-
ple improved their neu-
ral efficiency using fewer
mental resources to per-
form the same task.

4. Better your brain.
Mental exercise – keep-
ing your mind engaged
and challenged through
a variety of exercises –
can also help. Research
suggests that people who
play cards, do crossword
puzzles, and challenge
themselves mentally are
at a lower risk of the dis-
ease than those who
don’t. And thinking on
the bright side actually
does matter: Negative
thoughts can hinder
your brain’s ability to
think straight and form
memories, says research
from King’s College in
London.

Early signs of
Alzheimer’s Disease
found in patients
as young as 20

For people with chronic fatigue syndrome, fighting overwhelming tiredness, in-
somnia, and aches and pains every day is normal.

Distinct stages to chronic
fatigue syndrome identified
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NASSAU, Bahamas –
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) leaders
have failed to agree 
on a single candidate
for the post of
Secretary General of
the Commonwealth,
Antigua and Barbuda’s
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne has said.

The leaders, who met in
the Bahamas last week
for their 26th inter-ses-
sional summit, said no
agreement had also been
taken regarding the 
position of Assistant
Secretary General of the
Organisation of American
States (OAS).

“The answer to that
question is no but the
Community continues to
review its position on that
and we know there are a
number of candidates
who have had their
names put forward but we
have not yet determined
whether or not there will
be a single candidate...,”
said the CARICOM
Chairman and the
Bahamas Prime Minister
Perry Christie.

Prime Minister Browne
told reporters that the
failure to agree on a single
candidate does not mean
there is disunity within
the 15-member grouping
on the issue or otherwise.

“It shows that we have
a large cadre of qualified
candidates within the re-
gion. I believe of the three
candidates that they all
have the capacity of serv-
ing of the Commonwealth
Secretary General.

“I also believe too that
they all have the capacity
to succeed. Clearly if it
was a situation where 
you had inferior candi-
dates then I believe the
Community would have
asked the inferior ones to
stand down.

“But that is not the po-
sition, they are all good
candidates and it makes
it very difficult for 
the conference or the
Community to ask anyone
of them to stand down,”
Prime Minister Browne
said.

Antigua and Barbuda
has named its High
Commissioner to the

United Kingdom, Sir
Ronald Sanders as its
candidate while Dominica
has named the former
British Attorney General
Baronness Patricia
Scotland as its choice.

Trinidad and Tobago
has named its Planning
and Development
Minister Dr. Bhoe Tewarie
as its candidate to replace
Kamalesh Sharma, the
former Indian High
Commissioner to the
United Kingdom, who is
ending his term as the
Commonwealth Secretary
General.

The last Caribbean 
national to serve as
Commonwealth Secretary
General was the Guyana-
born Sir Shridath
Ramphal, who served as
the second person in the
post from 1975-1990.

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – A Magistrate
has sent the husband of
slain television journalist
Marcia Henville for psy-
chiatric testing after he ap-
peared in court yesterday
charged with her murder.

Sheldon Henville,40,ap-
peared in the Tunapuna
Court, east of here, less
than 48 hours after the
Director of Public prosecu-

tion Roger Gaspard gave
the police the go-ahead to
charge him with her mur-
der as well as arson.

Marcia, 51, the host of
TV6’s Point Blank, was
killed on January 23 at her
home in St. Augustine,
east of here.

A post-mortem found
that she had been stabbed
several times. Her body
was found in the burnt

bedroom of her home.
Her husband had been

released from hospital last
week where he had been
since her death, suffering
from severe burns.

His attorney,Fareed Ali,
told the court yesterday
that his client was incoher-
ent and unable to articu-
late himself properly.

He will reappear in
court on March 16.

A GROUP of people who
went missing during a
fishing trip on Friday were
found yesterday morning
byVenezuelan authorities.

T&T Coast Guard
Communications Officer,
Lt. Cmdr. Kirk Jean-
Baptiste, said the missing
group of about ten people
were spotted by Guardia
Nacional off Los Mensajes,
north of the Venezuelan
mainland. The matter 
is being dealt with by
Foreign Affairs ministry
and the Venezuelan em-
bassy.

The Trinidad Guardian
understands that the
cargo was being inspected
and that once the crew is
cleared, they will be given
fuel and escorted to the
border.

Jean-Baptiste said 
the group had left the 
waterfront along the 
old Marabella trainline
aboard the pirogue “Davi
Ann”PFZ 94.Among those
on the vessel were

Forestry Division worker
Christina Maharaj,28,her
neighbours Hendy Scott,
55, and Keston Moraine,
42, all of the Bayshore
Avenue, Marabella.

There were various 
reports of the incident.
Relatives of one of the
women said that around
12:30 p.m. on Saturday,
the pirogue carrying seven
people left Maracas to go
to Tobago and the pirogue
disappeared between the
islands.

Another report said that
the vessel left Marabella
at 4:30 p.m.on Friday with
eight people and stalled off
Maracas Bay. It was fixed
and left Maracas Bay at 
9 p.m. to go to Pigeon
Point, Tobago.

Yet another report said
the boat ran out of gas 
and was seen floating off
Tobago early on Saturday.

However, searches by
both Coast Guard and Air
Guard turned up empty in
that area.

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti
– Health authorities here
say that the international
guidelines regarding the
prevention of the Ebola
virus remain in effect and
that people who would
have travelled to coun-
tries with the deadly
virus “should not try to
get into Haiti before a
minimum period of 21
days after the departure
from the affected coun-
try”.

The Ministry of Public
Health and Population
said it was reiterating 
the need to protect 
the French-speaking
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) country from
the virus finding its way
here.

“After receiving inter-
national guidelines both
from the WHO IOPS 
and the US Disease
Prevention Control
Centres of America, de-
claring Mali free of Ebola,
Haiti has decided to ex-
clude these destinations
from the list of countries
at risk,” the Ministry of
Public Health and
Population said.

It said, however, given
the particular vulnerabil-
ity of Haiti, the previous
recommendations con-
tained in the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) “are maintained
despite the considerable
progress made to contain
the disease in the remain-
ing affected countries
such as Sierra Leone,
Liberia, and Guinea-
Conakry, except in cases
of absolute necessity.

“All persons who have
travelled to these coun-
tries cannot and should
not try to get in Haiti be-
fore a minimum period of
21 days after the depar-
ture of or of affected coun-
try (ies).

“The Ministry of
Interior will ensure that
the 21-day incubation 
period is scrupulously 
respected.The authorities
present at ports of entry
must ensure that the 
instructions regarding
screening of passengers
are recalled to the rele-
vant services.”

Ebola has caused more
than 7 000 deaths in 
West Africa and several
Caribbean countries have
instituted travel bans on
nationals from countries
in those areas.

No consensus on C’bean candidate
for top Commonwealth post

Haiti says
Ebola
measures
still in effect

Guardia Nacional
finds missing Trinis
off Venezuela coast

Husband of murdered T&T
journalist sent for psychiatric testing

THE CARICOM
Secretariat believes a 
single new harmonised
Customs law could be 
in place all over the
Caribbean by March next
year.

CARICOM Assistant
General Counsel, George
Kirnon, said he has seen
the political will to get it
done, though CARICOM
cannot force independent
countries to adopt the law.

“Once we finalise this
law, these regulations as
well as the bill, it’s up to
each member country to
pass it in their parlia-
ments independently.

“And so this is not
something that CARI-
COM could issue sanc-
tions on, but as Mr. Black
said earlier, Article 95 of
the Treaty implores on

member countries to co-
operate with each other
in projects such as cus-
toms harmonisation,” he
said.

CARICOM has already
put together a har-
monised Customs Bill
and last week, customs of-
ficials and policymakers
met in Antigua to thrash
out Customs Regulations.

Senior Project Officer
for Customs and Trade at
CARICOM Secretariat,
Bernard Black, said hav-
ing the same rules in all
countries will allow busi-
nesses to have greater
predictability of proce-
dures, and reduce clear-
ance times for goods.

“We have for example
CARICOM standards 
of 48 hours for clearing
goods, that’s what we ex-

pect of our member states
to do. Some do it in less
than 24 hours. They have
very fast clearance times,”
he said.

“Others are not too for-
tunate.We have clearance
times of up to a week,
sometimes two weeks.
Because a lot of bureau-
cracy, a lot of levels of 
security and cover by 
customs and other agen-
cies. So we are looking to
remove those layers; we
sometimes call those lay-
ers technical barriers to
trade.”

The meeting last week
will be followed by a final
one in Trinidad at the end
of March. CARICOM offi-
cials have said they don’t
expect there to be any 
significant changes to the
document at that time.

CARICOM Secretariat expects
harmonised Custom laws within a year

Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minister Gaston
Browne.
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MONTEVIDEO,
Uruguay – One leftist
leader replaced an-
other in Uruguay on
Sunday, a change
seemingly marked
more by style than 
differences in policy
as the elegant Tabare
Vazquez took over
from the famously 
casual Jose Mujica,
who formally left 
office in rubber-soled
brown shoes.

Vazquez, a 75-year-old
oncologist who was pres-
ident from 2005 to 2010,
has said he will allow the
government to proceed
with one of Mujica’s most
controversial initiatives,

the world’s first state-run
marijuana marketplace,
though he said he will
change it if it has nega-
tive results.

The new president
urged Uruguayans to
work together to improve
public education, health
and housing, and he de-
cried the violence haunt-
ing the world beyond.

“Seldom in history 
has humanity been so
shaken, so beaten, so
overwhelmed as in these
times. Violence, fear,
terror, intolerance stalk
different regions of our
planet,” he said in his 
inaugural address.

Vazquez shook up

Uruguayan politics when
he became president the
first time, peacefully 
ending 170 years of two-
party dominance. But he
governed as a relatively
cautious moderate and
left office with approval
ratings of about 70 per-
cent.

Mujica, a 79-year-old
flower grower and former
guerrilla, held onto that
popularity, leaving office
with a growing economy,
rising salaries and histor-
ically low unemployment.

Both represent the
Broad Front coalition of
parties that range from
centre-left Christian
Democrats to

Communists.
Informal to the end, the

folksy Mujica wore casual
brown shoes with his
black suit and, as always,
shunned a tie, as he
slipped the presidential
sash over the shoulder of
a tie-wearing Vazquez.

Vazquez has said he
will allow the marijuana
initiative to go forward.
The state has not yet cho-
sen the companies that
will cultivate the drug,
which is to be sold in
pharmacies. But Vazquez
said he will closely watch
the plan and modify it if
things go wrong.

CASTRIES, St. Lucia –
Police yesterday said they
are concerned at the up-
surge in pornographic
videos and photographs
posted on the various so-
cial websites featuring
young St. Lucians.

The Community
Relations Branch (CRB)
say most of the videos ap-
pear to be in retaliation
for relationships gone
sour.

“I wonder whether our
young people are not
thinking,” Corporal Ted
King of the CRB told re-
porters.

King said that in order
to help young people make
wise decisions in relation

to the use of social media,
the CRB has intensified
its visits to 38 primary
and secondary schools,
delivering lectures on the
pitfalls of inappropriate
use of social media.

He said the dangers 
include cyber bullying,
falling victim to sexual
predators, damaging one’s
reputation, and falling
into the snare of porno-
graphy.

According to King,
schools and employers
have been known to reject
applications from young
people based on the 
material posted on the
Internet.

“It’s a big concern for

us,” King said, warning
also against people giving
out personal information
to strangers on website.

“If parents are not care-
ful we may have a lot of
missing young people,” he
said, noting that young
people have been lured
from their homes by sex-
ual predators who prowl
the Internet and pretend
to be the same age of their
intended victims.

King also noted that
adults need to beware as
well, observing that in
some postings persons 
advertise their absence
from their homes, giving
potential burglars an op-
portunity to strike.

GEORGETOWN, Guyana
– Guyana has issued a
warning to neighbouring
Venezuela to refrain from
interfering in offshore oil
exploration efforts.

Venezuela has objected
to the planned offshore
exploration by US com-
pany Exxon.

In a press release 
issued late on Saturday,
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said the warning
follows communication
from Venezuela’s Foreign
Ministry to the Country
Manager of Esso
Exploration and produc-
tion Guyana Limited,

objecting to the dispatch
of a rig to proceed with the
exploration of an oil well.

“The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has 
requested that the
Government of the
Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela desist from
taking any actions that
could only result in the
stymieing of the develop-
ment of Guyana and its
people and that would be
in contravention of inter-
national law,” the release
stated.

Exxon Mobil plans to
invest US$200 million in
drilling offshore Guyana

in the Liza field, which
part of the Stabroek
Block.

An oil rig, Deep Water
Champion, has already
left the United States for
Guyana where it would
begin work in mid-March.

Guyana says it has
since informed the 
15-nation Caribbean
Community (CARICOM),
Union of South American
Nations (UNASUR),
Organisation of American
States (OAS), the
Commonwealth and the
United Nations Secretary
General “about this recent
action by Venezuela”.

Guyana issues warning to
Venezuela in oil drilling dispute

Upsurge in porn shared on social
media, St. Lucia police concerned

THE Jamaican govern-
ment says it is making
strides towards creating
a green economy through
increased investment in
renewable-energy proj-
ects and instituting sev-
eral energy-efficiency
programmes.

“Our latest figures are
that 9.7 per cent of all of
Jamaica’s energy con-
sumption, including elec-
tricity, transportation
fuels, and other forms
comes from renewable
sources, and that number
is increasing,” said Water,
Land, Environment and
Climate Change Minister
Robert Pickersgill.

He told delegates 
attending the second
Caribbean Green
Economy Conference in
Jamaica last week that 
to date, 5.7 per cent of
electricity generation
comes from renewable
sources.

Pickersgill said that
ground had been broken
for new facilities that 
will more than double
Jamaica’s renewable-
generation capacity in
the next few years, and
the country is working to-
wards 20 per cent renew-
ables by the year 2030 as
outlined in the National
Energy Policy.

“Growth in the renew-
able-energy sector will
have win-win effects in
climate change mitiga-
tion, reduced air pollu-
tion and increased em-
ployment opportunities,”
he said, adding that

Cabinet recently ap-
proved the Climate
Change Policy
Framework, which will
be tabled in Parliament
shortly as a White Paper.

He said action plans 
for key economic sectors,
including energy and
transportation, will be
developed in the 2015-16
financial year and these
will give full considera-
tion to climate change
adaptation and mitiga-
tion.

The green economy is
defined as an economy
that results in reducing
environmental risks and
ecological scarcities, and
that aims for sustainable
development without de-
grading the environment.
It embodies key concepts
such as low carbon devel-
opment, resource effi-
ciency, and social justice
and equity.

Barbados’ Minister 
of Environment, Water
Resources and Drainage,
Dr. Denis Lowe, who also
addressed the conference,
said without a dynamic
focus on partnership,
achieving a green econ-
omy in the Caribbean
would be “a far stretch”.

“And the partners will
have to be people who to-
tally embrace the prin-
ciple of change, not only
in terms of our economic
platforms, but change in
terms of the social inter-
play in our societies, and,
of course, our environ-
mental standards,” he
stated.

Uruguay’s new President Tabare Vazquez waves to the crowd wearing the presidential sash as outgoing
President Jose Mujica looks on, behind centre, during his inauguration ceremony at Independence Plaza in
Montevideo, Uruguay, on Sunday, March 1, 2015.

Elegant Vazquez replaces folksy
Mujica as Uruguay president

Jamaica satisfied with
progress towards
green economy
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WASHINGTON – The conflict that
has torn Syria apart can be traced,
in part, to a record drought
worsened by global warming, a new
study says.

In what scientists say is one of the most
detailed and strongest connections
between violence and human-caused
climate change, researchers from
Columbia University and the University
of California Santa Barbara trace the
effects of Syria’s drought from the
collapse of farming, to the migration of
1.5 million farmers to the cities, and then
to poverty and civil unrest. Syria’s
drought started in 2007 and continued
until at least 2010  –  and perhaps longer.
Weather records are more difficult to get
in wartime.

“There are various things going on, but
you’re talking about 1.5 million people
migrating from the rural north to the
cities,” said climate scientist Richard
Seager at Columbia, a co-author of the
study published Monday in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences. “It was a contributing factor to
the social unravelling that occurred that
eventually led to the civil war.”

The study’s authors do not claim
climate change caused Syria’s civil war.
It’s not that simple. Lead author Colin
Kelley at the University of California
said there are numerous factors involved,
including the oppressive Assad regime,
an influx of more than 1 million refugees
from Iraq, the tumult of the Arab Spring,
as well as the drought. Kelley and Seager

said they couldn’t say which factors were
the most important.

But, Seager said, this is the “single
clearest case”ever presented by scientists
of climate change playing a part in
conflict because “you can really draw a
blow-by-blow account with the numbers.”

Kelley and Seager do statistical and
computer simulation analysis to connect
global warming to the multi-year
drought, finding that such dry spells are
two to three times more likely because of
human-caused heat-trapping carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere than under
natural conditions. The connection
between climate change and drought in
the eastern Mediterranean is one of the
most robust in science, said Seager and
other scientists.

MOSCOW – The 23-year-old Ukrainian
model who was with slain opposition
leader Boris Nemtsov tearfully recounted
yesterday their last dinner in a chic Red
Square restaurant and their walk onto a
nearby bridge – but said she did not see
the gunman who pulled the trigger.

The emotional account by Anna
Duritskaya came amid a swirl of
speculation about who was responsible
for the high-profile assassination and
what it means for Russia.

While state-run and Kremlin-
controlled media focused on a theory that
the killing was a provocation aimed at
staining President Vladimir Putin, his
critics are holding the Russian leader
responsible for creating an atmosphere
that encouraged the crime by fanning
nationalist, anti-Western sentiments and
vilifying the opposition.

Duritskaya, who is staying at a friend’s
apartment in Moscow but remains under
police surveillance, said she has been
questioned extensively by authorities,
who are not allowing her to return to her
native Ukraine. She said police told her
it was for her own safety.

In her first public comments since the
killing, Duritskaya said in a Skype
interview from the apartment with
Russia’s independent Dozhd television
that she waited for Nemtsov to meet her
Friday night at the Bosco Cafe, a pricey
restaurant in the former GUM
department store on Red Square. He had
just given a radio interview in which he
had slammed Putin’s “mad, aggressive
policy” on Ukraine.

They dined and then walked across a
bridge near St.Basil’s Cathedral,heading
for Nemtsov’s apartment across the
Moscow River from the Kremlin, she
said, her eyes welling with tears.

Duritskaya said didn’t see the man
who shot Nemtsov, only a car speeding
up.

“I don’t know where he came from, but
he was behind,” she said of the gunman.
“I didn’t see the man. I turned round and
all I saw was a light-colored car. I saw
neither the brand nor the license plate of
the car that was driving away.”

GENEVA – US Secretary of State John
Kerry told Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov yesterday that Moscow
and pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine
must implement a ceasefire or face
“consequences” that could further hit
Russia’s faltering economy.

Kerry said the ceasefire must be
respected in all “key strategic areas”
including the town of Debaltseve and
outside the Sea of Azov port of Mariupol.

“If that does not happen, if there
continue to be these broad swathes of
non-compliance ... then there would be
inevitably further consequences that
would place further strain on Russia’s
already troubled economy,” Kerry told a
news conference in Geneva.

“There’s been a kind of cherry-picking,

a piecemeal selectivity to the application
of the Minsk (ceasefire) agreements.And
as we all know, shooting, shelling has
still been going on, and people have still
been killed over the course of these last
days, so there is not yet a full ceasefire.”

Sanctions have had a “profound
impact” on Russia’s economy and rouble,
sparking capital flight and turning its
bonds into “junk bonds”, Kerry added.

The UN human rights office said on
Monday the death toll in eastern Ukraine
had passed 6,000 since April 2014.

Kerry said he hoped that OSCE
monitoring and the ceasefire deal could
be implemented “in the next hours,
certainly not days”,and he had raised the
issue with Lavrov at a meeting that
lasted around one hour and 20 minutes.

“He assured me that they are intent on
seeing to it that the agreements are in
fact implemented. He said he would get
back to me with respect to a number of
the issues that I raised.”

Lavrov told Russian journalists in
Geneva he had presented Kerry with a
list of examples showing the separatist
rebels were sticking to the provisions of
the agreement.

“From the (Ukrainian) government
forces’ side there is wavering,attempts to
find excuses to push back or stall the
implementation of agreements linked to
the political process,” he said.

Earlier, addressing the UN Human
Rights Council, Lavrov urged Kiev to lift
what he called its ‘de facto blockade’ of
the Donbass region and to restore

economic ties, social benefit payments,
banking services and freedom of
movement.

Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergiy Kyslytsya, addressing the UN
Conference on Disarmament, said Russia
had undermined international security
and provoked an arms race.

He also said Moscow’s position on
potential deployment of nuclear weapons
on the territory of Crimea – Ukraine’s
Black Sea peninsula seized by Russia a
year ago – was “very irresponsible and
destructive”.

Kerry said he hoped Washington would
return to a state of co-operation with
Moscow but that President Vladimir
Putin had misinterpreted a lot of what
the United States tried to do.

Kerry presses Russia’s Lavrov on Ukraine ceasefire deal

Woman with
slain Putin critic
says she didn’t
see his killer

Syria’s civil war linked partly
to drought, global warming

In this file photo, Lebanese police inspectors, investigates the site of a deadly car bomb that exploded near a gas station,
in the predominately Shiite town of Hermel, about ten miles from the Syrian border in northeast Lebanon. Global warming
worsened record droughts in war-torn Syria and peaceful California, contributing to the unrest that has torn the Middle
Eastern country apart, two new studies say.
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ROME – The Vatican is on alert
in case of an attack by Islamist
militants against the city-state
or Pope Francis, but officials are
not aware of any specific plot,
the head of Vatican security said
in a rare interview.

“The threat exists. This is
what has emerged from
conversations with Italian and
foreign colleagues,” Domenico
Giani told Polizia Moderna, the
magazine published by Italian
police, when asked if threats
from Islamic State militants

were credible.
“(But) at the moment I can say

that we are not aware of any
plan to attack the Vatican or the
Holy Father,” he added in the
interview, published on the
magazine’s website yesterday.

Islamic State militants have
made threats against Catholic
targets in Rome that have been
given much space in Italian
media.

Last month, in a video
showing the beheading of 21
Egyptian Coptic Christians in

Libya, one of the killers said:
“Safety for you crusaders is
something you can only wish for
... We will conquer Rome, by the
will of Allah.”

A website used by militants
ran a photo montage showing
the movement’s black flag flying
from the obelisk at the centre of
St. Peter’s Square.

Giani said the alert level was
“constantly high” in and around
the tiny city-state, which sits
inside Rome.

His force of some 130 agents,

along with the more ceremonial
Swiss Guard, protect most of the
Vatican and the pope, while
Italian police guard the exterior,
as well as St. Peter’s Square.

Last month, in the wake of
killings by Islamist militants in
Paris and Copenhagen, 4,800
soldiers were placed on the
streets throughout Italy.

Francis has several times
condemned attacks by Islamic
militants. On Sunday, he called
for an end to their “intolerable
brutality”.

MONTREUX, Switzerland –
US Secretary of State John
Kerry quietly cautioned
Israel not to undercut Iran
nuclear negotiations that
resumed yesterday as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu prepared to
make the case against his
diplomacy before the US
Congress.

Kerry and Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif held the first of what could
amount to three days of
meetings in the Swiss lakeside
town of Montreux about
restraining the Iranian nuclear
program in exchange for relief
from economic sanctions.

The two men, along with US
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz

and Iranian atomic energy chief
Ali Akbar Salehi, shook hands
and then met for about 50
minutes late on Monday
afternoon.

Both sides postured in
advance and suggested the other
would be to blame if the talks
fail to meet an end-March
deadline, for a framework
accord, with Kerry saying Iran
must be prepared to compromise
and Zarif calling for the total
lifting of sanctions imposed on
the Islamic Republic as part of
any final deal.

Speaking to reporters in
Geneva before the meeting,
Kerry struck a balance between
defending Israel before the U.N.
Human Rights Council, which
Washington has long accused of

anti-Israel bias, and also
suggesting the Israelis not
undermine the talks.

“We are concerned by reports
that suggest selective details

of the ongoing negotiations
will be discussed publicly in the

coming days,” he said,
apparently alluding to
Netanyahu’s planned Tuesday
speech to US lawmakers.

“Doing so would make it more
difficult to reach the goal that
Israel and others say they share
in order to get to a good deal,”
Kerry said. “Israel’s security is
absolutely at the forefront of all
of our minds,but frankly so is the
security of all of the other
countries in the region. So is our
security.”

Netanyahu says he fears US

President Barack Obama’s
Iran diplomacy could allow

Israel’s arch Middle East
adversary to develop atomic
weapons. US officials say the
best way to prevent that outcome
is a negotiated settlement.

Washington and some allies,
notably Israel, suspect Iran has
used its civilian nuclear program
as a cover to develop a nuclear
weapons capability. Iran denies
this, saying its program is for
peaceful purposes such as
generating electricity.

In traveling this week to
Switzerland, Saudi Arabia and
Britain,Kerry will avoid being in
Washington when Netanyahu is
expected to criticize the
emerging nuclear deal to
Congress.

BAGHDAD – Iraq’s armed forces,
backed by Shi’ite militia,attacked
Islamic State strongholds north of
Baghdad on Monday as they
launched an offensive to retake
the city of Tikrit and the
surrounding Sunni Muslim
province of Salahuddin.

The offensive is the biggest
military operation in the province
since the Sunni Islamist radicals
seized swaths of north Iraq last
June and advanced toward the
capital Baghdad.

Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi declared the start of the
Salahuddin operations on
Sunday during a visit to the
government-held city of Samarra,
where some of the thousands of
troops and Shi’ite militia had
gathered for the offensive.

The pace of their progress in
Salahuddin will affect plans to
recapture Mosul further north.A
US official said the assault on
Mosul, the largest city under
Islamic State control, could start
asearly as April but Iraqi officials
have declined to confirm that
timetable.

In Salahuddin, Islamic State
fighters control several
strongholds including Tikrit,
hometown of executed former
president Saddam Hussein and
other Tigris river towns.

A source at the local military
command said forces advanced
north from Samarra toward the
town of al-Dour, which officials
describe as an Islamic State
bastion, and Tikrit, which lies
about 40 km (25 miles) north of
Samarra.

Iraq’s air force carried out
strikes in support of the
advancing ground forces who
were being reinforced by troops
and militia, known as Hashid
Shaabi or Popular Mobilization
units, from the neighbouring
eastern province of Diyala.

Artillery gunners in a military
base just north of Tikrit also
bombarded Islamic State
positions in the city, another
source said.

But the soldiers and Shi’ite
militia fighters faced heavy
opposition from Islamic State
fighters who have had months to
dig in, coming under attack as
they advanced toward Samarra
from their base to the east.

Sixteen of the advancing
troops,five soldiers and 11 militia
fighters were killed by gunfire
and roadside bombs, army and
medical sources said.

Also to the east of Samarra, a
suicide bomber drove a vehicle
packed with explosives into a
convoy of Shi’ite militia fighters,
killing four, police and hospital
sources said.More than 30 militia
fighters were wounded in clashes
near al-Dour.

Iraq launches
attack to retake
Tikrit from
Islamic State

Kerry cautions Israel not to undercut
Iran diplomacy as talks resume

US Secretary of State John Kerry gestures during a news conference after he delivered remarks to the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva March 2, 2015.

Vatican on alert for Islamist attack, but no plot

      



18 • Tuesday March 3, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You don’t have to
understand things to get used to them. This truth will show
up in your relationships. Your loved one has qualities that
baffle you, and eventually those will be the same qualities
that endear her to you. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You appreciate the
privileges of your years, of which there are many. Don’t
spoil this by wishing for a “do-over.” The past is gone.
Jonathan Swift said, “No wise man ever wished to be
younger.” 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - When you don’t like where
the fates are leading you, dig in your heels. Sometimes the
fates should be wrestled to the ground – exhausting work,
but it makes you stronger, too. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Put yourself out there with
a story about who you are, where you come from and what
you want. You’ll speak to people’s emotions. At the end of
your story, the applause will come in the form of an
opportunity. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - You’re not imagining things:
Someone is checking you out or putting you to the test.
There are good reasons for this. Relax, smile and do your
thing. You’ll tip the scale in your favour just by being
happy. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You’re transitioning into a
new phase, and there will be some discomfort to go along
with it, but nothing you can’t handle. You can’t be born
without going through birth! 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - More than the money, the
kinship of others is what makes your work joyful. You’ll
demonstrate your appreciation for your colleagues so that
there is no question as to how you feel. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Your need to communicate
is strong, and you’ll do it so well. Even that horrible listener
you know will pay attention as you engage him or her in
the juicy details of your journey.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You believe in the
power of love, and you put action behind that belief. It’s
what will allow you to let go of a problem relationship and
adopt an inspired relationship, all with the same person. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - When it comes to love,
you hold out for an equal. You want to be wanted, not
needed. There are exceptions to the rule, but for today, hold
fast to your preferences and expectations. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Before you break out
your wallet, ask your friends for help. You can borrow what
you need so you don’t have to rent or buy it. Also, you may
be able to swap instead of shop. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - No one cares like you do.
Someone wants that special kind of attention you give and
is too proud to ask for it directly. Address the situation with
your renowned sensitivity, and you’ll be rewarded in kind.
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SEOUL – North Korea
fired two short-range
missiles off its eastern
coast yesterday, South
Korean officials said, a
defiant response to
annual joint military
exercises between South
Korea and the United
States, but one which
drew a swift protest from
Japan.

The firing came hours
before the US-South
Korean military exercises
were scheduled to begin,
drills which the secretive
North denounces as a
preparation for war.

The missiles landed in
the sea between the
Korean Peninsula and
southern Japan early on
Monday morning after
travelling for about 490
km (305 miles), according
to South Korea’s Defence
Ministry.

Ministry spokesman
Kim Min-seok said North
Korea fired the missiles
without designating any
no-sail zones, which was
regarded as a
provocation.

"If North Korea takes
provocative actions, our
military will react firmly
and strongly so North
Korea will regret it in its
bones,” Kim told a news
briefing.

A US State
Department
spokesperson said such
missile launches
represent a threat to
peace in the region.

The spokesperson also
said the US calls on
North Korea to “refrain
from provocative actions
that raise tensions in the
region.”

Pyongyang has

escalated its rhetoric
against the drills, with a
spokesman for its army
general staff saying
Washington and 
Seoul “should be dealt
with only by merciless
strikes.”

Japan quickly lodged a
protest with North Korea
over the latest missile
launches, saying they
posed a serious threat to
safety at sea and in the
sky.

“The ballistic missile
launches by North Korea
are extremely
problematic conduct in
terms of aviation and
navigation safety,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga told a
news conference.

“We swiftly lodged a
stern protest with North
Korea.”

Japan treads a fine line
between conveying its
condemnation to
Pyongyang over such
actions while not trying
not to derail bilateral
talks aimed at resolving
the issue of Japanese
citizens abducted by
North Korean agents
decades ago.

In July, Japan eased
some sanctions on North
Korea in return for the
North reopening its
investigation into the fate
of Japanese abductees,
but little progress has
been made so far.

North Korea frequently
tests short-range missiles
off its coast as part of
military drills.

The United Nations
has imposed sanctions
banning North Korea
from using ballistic
missile technologies.

Bomb blast near top court
building in Cairo kills two

Members of the police special forces stand guard as security officials inspect the scene of a car bomb blast
in front of The High Court in downtown Cairo, March 2, 2015.

CAIRO – Two people
were killed after a
bomb exploded near a
top court building in
central Cairo on
Monday, the health
ministry said,
extending a series of
such attacks in the
Egyptian capital.

The repeated security
incidents in Cairo have
raised concern over the
effectiveness of security
forces who have pledged to
end Islamist militant
violence bedevilling
government efforts to
revive investment and
foreign tourism crucial to
the economy and stability
of the Arab world’s most
populous country.

An Interior Ministry
statement said the bomb
exploded under a car near
the courthouse, wounding
police and civilians.Health
ministry spokesman Dr.

Hossam Abdel Ghaffar
later told Reuters that two
civilians were killed and
there were nine wounded.

Security sources said the
public prosecutor, whose
office is in the building,was
inside at the time of the
blast. They said he had
since left to inspect the
scene of the attack.

Crowds gathered in front
of the court, where police
had blocked off nearby
roads. There was some
damage to two cars in the
area and blood splattered
on a nearby pavement.

Monday’s attack was the
second in less than a week
in Cairo. There were four
bombings in the capital on
Thursday. One person was
killed and two were
wounded in one of the
attacks outside a
restaurant in the
residential Imbaba district
of the capital, the Interior

Ministry said.
While most of the worst

attacks in Egypt have hit
the Sinai Peninsula, a
remote but strategic region
bordering Gaza and Israel
that is a hotbed of Islamist
militants, smaller blasts
have become increasingly
common in Cairo and other
cities.

Egypt has been
grappling with rising
Islamist militancy since
then-army chief Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi ousted freely
elected Islamist President
Mohamed Mursi in 2013
after mass protests against
his year-old rule.

Sisi, now president, has
cracked down hard on
Mursi’s Muslim
Brotherhood, which the
government has declared
a terrorist group. The
Brotherhood renounced
violence as a means of
political change decades

ago and denies any link
with recent militant
attacks.

Monday’s attack was not
the first to target court
buildings in Cairo. In
October, a homemade
bomb exploded near the
same area, wounding 12
people.

Sisi signed off on an anti-
terrorism law last week
giving authorities
sweeping powers to ban
groups on charges ranging
from harming national
unity to disrupting public
order, dimming hopes for
democratisation raised by
the fall of veteran autocrat
Hosni Mubarak to a
popular uprising in 2011.

Cairo is hoping security
concerns will not detract
from a high-profile
investment conference it is
hosting later this month in
the Sinai Red Sea resort
town of Sharm al-Sheikh.

RENTING out their
wombs may ease
financial problems for
poor women in India, but
new research suggests
surrogate mothers there
are unaware of the risks
and often left out of key
medical decisions about
their pregnancy.

“Of the 14 surrogate
mothers I interviewed,

not a single one could
explain the risks from
having multiple embryos
placed in their uterus, or
having a fetal reduction
or a Cesarean section,”
said Dr. Malene Tanderup
from Aarhus University
in Denmark.

“Pregnancy is the most
dangerous time in a
woman’s life,” she told

Reuters Health. “They
have to know what they
are agreeing to.”

Most countries ban
commercial surrogacy,
but India remains a
popular destination for
“rent-a-womb” tourism,
which brings in an
estimated $500 million to
$2.3 billion annually.

The women in India

who become surrogate
mothers are mostly poor
and uneducated. The $3
000 to $7 000 they
typically earn can mean a
vastly improved living
situation, education for
their children or the
chance to start a small
business.

Yet large payments to
fertility clinics and lack

of regulation raise
worries that surrogate
mothers are being
exploited.

New findings reported
in Acta Obstetricia et
Gynecologica
Scandinavica fuel those
concerns.

“This article shows the
ground reality in a very
stark manner,” said Dr.

Amar Jesani, editor of the
Indian Journal of Medical
Ethics, who was not
involved in the study.

He said lack of truly
informed consent to
medical procedures is a
widespread problem in
India. “I’m not surprised
at all by the findings,”
Jesani told the Press
recently.

North Korea
angered by 
US-South Korea
military drills
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SYDNEY – Scientists say they have
discovered a black hole so big that it
challenges the theory about how they
grow.

Scientists said this black hole was
formed about 900 million years after
the Big Bang.

However, with measurements
indicating it is 12 billion times the
size of the Sun, the black hole
challenges a widely accepted
hypothesis of growth rates.

“Based on previous research, this

is the largest black hole found for
that period of time,” Dr. Fuyan 
Bian, Research School of Astronomy
and Astrophysics, Australian
National University (ANU) said
recently.

“Current theory is for a limit to
how fast a black hole can grow, but
this black hole is too large for that
theory.”

The creation of supermassive black
holes remains an open topic of
research. However, many scientists

have long believed the growth rate of
black holes was limited.

Black holes grow, scientific theory
suggests, as they absorb mass.
However, as mass is absorbed, it will
be heated creating radiation
pressure, which pushes the mass
away from the black hole.

“Basically, you have two forces
balanced together which sets up a
limit for growth, which is much
smaller than what we found,” said
Bian.

The black hole was discovered a
team of global scientists led by Xue-
Bing Wu at Peking University,
China, as part of the Sloan Digital
Sky Survey, which provided imagery
data of 35 per cent of the northern
hemisphere sky.

The ANU is leading a comparable
project, known as SkyMapper, to
carry out observations of the
Southern Hemisphere sky.

Bian expects more black holes to be
observed as the project advances.

Scientists discover black hole so big it contradicts growth theory

YANGON, Myanmar – Myanmar’s
forestry department has captured
a rare white elephant in the
jungles of the country’s western
Ayeyarwaddy region, an official
said on Sunday.

The seven-year-old female was
captured Friday, six weeks after it was
initially spotted in a reserve in
Pathein township, forestry official Tun
Tun Oo said. It’s the ninth white
elephant in captivity in the country.

“We had to be careful,” Tun Tun Oo
said of the 1.9-meter-tall (6-foot-3)
elephant. “It’s wild. We didn’t want the
elephant or the forestry department
officials to get hurt.”

White elephants, which are actually

albinos, have been revered for
centuries in Myanmar, Thailand, Laos
and other Asian nations.

Often pinkish in colour, with fair
eyelashes and toenails, the animals
were normally kept and pampered by
monarchs as symbols of royal power
and prosperity – and many people still
believe they bring good luck to the
country.

Myanmar already has eight white
elephants in captivity, most from the
Ayeyarwaddy region. Five are in the
zoo in the capital, Naypyitaw, and
three are in Yangon’s
zoo.

It was not
immediately clear

where the recently captured elephant
will be housed.

Previous white elephants
transported from Myanmar’s jungles
have been heralded in lavish
ceremonies in which military leaders
sprinkle them with scented water
laced with gold, silver and precious
gems.

A war was fought in the 16th
century between Thailand and
Myanmar – then known as Siam and
Burma, respectively – over
disputed

ownership of four white elephants.
According to the World Wildlife

Fund, there are between 25 600 and
32 750 Asian elephants remaining in
the wild. Only males carry tusks and
are the exclusive victims of poaching
for their ivory.

The capture of wild elephants for
domestic use has become a threat to
wild populations. India, Vietnam and
Myanmar have banned capture in
order to conserve their wild herds, but
in Myanmar elephants are still caught

each year for the timber
industry or the illegal

wildlife trade, the
WWF 

says.

Myanmar captures rare white elephant

In this file photo, a white elephant is fed grass at a zoo in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. Myanmar says it has found a rare, white elephant in the jungles of the western
Ayeyarwaddy region. Forestry official Tun Tun Oo says the seven-year-old female was captured by his department on Friday, six weeks after it was initially
spotted in a forest reserve in Pathein township.
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A NEW type of fingerprint
sensor said to be able to
read prints through glass,
metal and plastic smart-
phone covers has been un-
veiled at the Mobile World
Congress (MWC) trade fair.

The Snapdragon Sense ID
3D Fingerprint Technology is
the latest product from US
chipmaker Qualcomm.

The firm says its ultrasonic
sound wave-based solution can
scan through sweat, hand lo-
tion and condensation.

Experts say it has the poten-
tial to outclass Apple’s Touch
ID.

However, they add that
Qualcomm needs to provide
more data before the two tech-
nologies can be properly com-
pared.

“What we do know is that for
a lot of the fingerprint sensors
outside of what Apple’s done,
consumers have found the ac-
curacy to be lacking,” com-
mented Jon Erensen, an ana-
lyst from research firm
Gartner.

“When fingerprint sensing
works, it’s fantastic. But when
you have complications it’s in-
credibly frustrating.

“As phones become used
more as mobile wallets and a
place to store sensitive data,
then biometrics in general and
fingerprints specifically are
likely to become more impor-
tant as an authentication
method.

“But the onus is on
Qualcomm to show its solution
is more reliable than the com-
petition, and we’re going to
have to wait to see that.”

‘Get a new finger’
Qualcomm said that its sen-

sor works by using sound
waves to penetrate the outer
layers of the user’s finger.

The information gathered is
then used to create a surface
map of the person’s skin in-
cluding the ridges of their fin-
gerprints and sweat pores.

By contrast, Apple and oth-
ers use capacitive sensors –
which make use of the human
body’s electrical properties –
to take high-resolution scans
of sub-epidermal skin below
the outer layer of a user’s fin-
ger.

Qualcomm suggests its
method is superior because it
scans through both contami-
nants and smartphone covers.

“Snapdragon Sense ID 3D

Fingerprint Technology’s
unique use of ultrasonic tech-
nology revolutionises biomet-
rics from 2D to 3D, allowing
for greater accuracy, privacy
and stronger authentication,”
said Raj Talluri, a Qualcomm
executive.

One security expert agreed
there were merits to the ap-
proach.

“The Qualcomm offering is a
good idea, as it appears to deal
with some of the issues around
‘lifting’ of prints from other
surfaces,” said Ken Munro
from Pen Test Partners.

“But the biggest concern for
me is that of revocation: if your
password is stolen in a breach,
you simply come up with a new
one.

“If your fingerprint or other
biometric is stolen, you have a
problem. What are you sup-
posed to do? Go get a new fin-
ger?”

Competition probes
Qualcomm is pitching its

forthcoming component to
manufacturers as part of a
chipset package that would
also include its processors.

The launch at MWC comes a
day after Samsung confirmed
that its latest Galaxy S6
phones would exclusively use
its own Exynos chips.

Qualcomm’s Snapdragon
processors had featured in ver-
sions of Samsung’s past flag-
ship handsets.

The US chipmaker has also
suffered other setbacks re-
cently including a US$975 mil-
lion (£623m) fine by China’s
competition regulator and
news that a South Korean
watchdog is also investigating
whether it abused a dominant
position by demanding too
much money for its 3G and 4G
wireless chip technologies.

“It’s absolutely essential
that Qualcomm innovates and
broadens the area that it oper-
ates in,” said Chris Green, a
technology analyst with the
Davies Murphy Group consul-
tancy.

“We’re seeing the level of
competition in the mobile
processor market, in particu-
lar, grow exponentially. Others
are also starting to gain
ground there, including Intel.

“So, Qualcomm needs to
start doing more in security
and authentication to make its
package more appealing to de-
vice makers.”

SAMSUNG will sell two ver-
sions of its next flagship
phone, one of which has a
screen that curves round its
sides.

The Galaxy S6 Edge uses the
feature to provide a quick way to
stay in touch with select con-
tacts, and to alert owners to im-
portant information.

It will be sold for a higher price
than the standard S6,which oth-
erwise has the same specifica-
tions.

Samsung lost market share to
Apple and others after the S5
sold fewer copies than its pred-
ecessor in many countries.

Its replacements were un-
veiled in Barcelona,ahead of the
start of Mobile World Congress.
They go on sale on April 20 in 20
countries, including the UK.

Metal frame
The South Korean firm said it

had set out to address past “mis-
steps”, and had codenamed the
devices “project zero” to reflect
the need for a rethink.

Changes include making the
TouchWiz user interface simpler
to use by cutting the number of
pop-up messages and introduc-
ing a metal frame and glass back
instead of the plastic styling of
earlier models.

The redesign has, however,
meant some features have had
to be jettisoned: the phones are
not water-resistant, they do not
have a microSD slot for extra
storage and their backs cannot
be removed to change their bat-
teries.

Even so, one expert praised
the company’s choices.

“Samsung has clearly listened
to feedback – not just for the
Galaxy S5, which just missed
the mark last year costing the
company greatly – but also the
S4, which was a product that

tried to cram in every piece of
technology it could find,” said
Ben Wood, head of research at
the CCS Insight tech consul-
tancy.

“The software has been made
into a much more crisp and clear
experience, the design of the
product has clean lines and
looks very nice, and the market-
ing campaign is expected to only
pinpoint three things – and
that’s certainly something that
had been missing from
Samsung’s products for quite
some time.”

Others were more critical.Rob
Kerr, from the price comparison
site uswitch.com,declared:“The
dual-curved display just seems
too gimmicky, too niche, to re-
ally be a crowd pleaser.”

Coloured contacts
The three topics Samsung is

focusing on are: revamped de-
signs, including the premium
model’s curved screen; camera
upgrades; and in-built support
for wireless charging, with sup-
port for two rival standards.

The S6 Edge uses its curves to
provide a couple of services.

The first is called People Edge,
which provides a quick way to
bring up calls, texts and other
messages from five acquain-
tances of the owner’s choosing.
Each person is assigned a dif-
ferent colour, which the phone’s
edge flashes when it rings, pro-
viding a hint of the caller’s iden-
tity even if the device is face
down.

The second is Information
Stream,which displays the time,
weather and selected notifica-
tions on the curved part.

It appears Samsung has de-
liberately kept the functionality
more basic than on its Galaxy
Note Edge – a larger handset
whose screen curves only

around one of its sides.The older
phone uses the extra space to
both run apps of its own and to
add controls to other apps.

The S6 phone’s front camera
has been upgraded to five
megapixels, while the rear one
stays at 16MP.

Both gain from a wider aper-
ture,which should improve their
ability to take photos and videos
in low light conditions.

Samsung has also taken steps
to make the camera quicker to
use, saying it now takes less
than a second to double tap the
home key and snap a shot.

The firm is claiming a “world
first” by embedding support for
both the PMA and WPC’s Qi
wireless charging standards.

The Android-powered hand-
sets are also faster to recharge,
and should return to 50 per cent
battery strength within half an
hour of being plugged in.

Samsung said that this was
half the time it would take to
charge an iPhone 6.

Other improvements over the
S5 include:

• Increased screen resolution
– now 577 pixels per inch – and
the ability to go 20 per cent
brighter.

•A new 14 nanometre proces-
sor designed by Samsung,rather
than bought from Qualcomm,
that should be more energy effi-
cient.

• The addition of Samsung
Pay, a smart wallet service that
allows the handsets to act as a
credit or debit card when tapped
against a shop’s NFC chip
reader or used to transmit mag-
netic stripe data. It will initially
be limited to the US and South
Korea.

The firm also revealed it had
developed a new version of its
Gear VR virtual reality kit that
uses the S6 models as a screen.

Samsung S6 Edge with
curved screen unveiled

Samsung says the two phones feature a 64-bit processor it designed to be both more powerful
and energy efficient than before

Fingerprint
sensor revealed
by Qualcomm at
MWC trade fair
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Bridge

LADY Gaga and
Taylor Kinney have
taken the plunge – no,
not that kind of
plunge.

The pop star, her
“Chicago Fire” star fi-
ancé and actor Vince
Vaughn were among
those who jumped into
the icy waters of
Chicago’s Lake Michigan
at a fundraiser for the
Special Olympics.

Special Olympics
Chicago President Casey
Hogan said Sunday that
Gaga made the plunge
with more than 4,500
other participants.
Hogan says the singer’s
appearance was “a very
nice surprise”.

Lady Gaga – who
wowed viewers and Julie
Andrews with her “The
Sound of Music Tribute”
at the Oscars – an-

nounced her engagement
to Kinney last month,
sharing photos of the
heart-shaped diamond
ring he proposed with.
Photos show her and a
bare-chested Kinney
going into the water to-
gether.

Vaughn also made the
plunge. The native of the
Chicago suburb Lake
Forest was dressed in a
Chicago Blackhawks jer-

sey and jeans. The actor
went in up to his knees,
then eased himself down
backward in the water.

Last year, comedian
Jimmy Fallon jumped in
wearing a suit and tie,
and helped raise more
than $1 million.

The air temperature
was a frigid 20 degrees
at the time of the plunge,
according to the National
Weather Service.

Lady Gaga and fiancé Taylor Kinney participated in the Chicago Polar Plunge on Sunday.

Lady Gaga, Taylor Kinney take
charity polar plunge in Chicago
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Michael Phillips

IT was a night of thrills when the
Barbados Football Association’s
Digicel Premier League continued
this past Sunday at the National
Stadium. With fans of local football
treated to a triple-header on the
night, Rendezvous FC returned to
their winning ways as they moved
up to 10 points along with
Weymouth Wales four games into
the season.

Playing in the night-cap game
which was scheduled for 8:00 PM,
Rendezvous kept their unbeaten
record clean as a whistle as they
took a third win after knocking down
Mackeson Brittons Hill three goals
to none. With the first half passing
by goalless as both teams fought
hard and defended valiantly,
Rendezvous refused to let things end
as they did in their last game with a
nil-all draw with Direct TV Paradise.

Former national captain, Rashida
‘Jeffrey’ Williams, opened the gates
with a 30-yard cracker in the 56th
minute to end the stalemate. Miron
Samuel put the leaders up by two in
the 70th with another good goal
after making his way past the
Brittons Hill defence and finishing
with his right foot. Samuel would
get a second in the 78th when he
converted a penalty.

Wales also worked their way up to
10 points to be second in the stand-
ings after taking a one-nil win over
Clayton’s Kola Tonic Notre Dame.
With both teams sporting strong
midfields, the game would have to be
decided at either end, and it took a
foul in the 79th minute at the Dames
end to tilt the scales. Kemar Headley
stepped up to the spot to give Wales
the game-winner in the one-nil en-
counter.

In the first game, Solaris
Pinelands got a much-needed boost
when they came out two-nil winners
over the embattled Pride of Gall Hill.
Goals in the dying minutes from
Arantees Lawrence (82nd) and
Jamar Thomas (87th) put Pinelands
up to fifth in the standings on six
points with their second straight win
after a tough start in the league this
year.

The top flight continues this
Thursday with two games at the
National Stadium. Paradise will
take on University of the West
Indies Blackbirds in the first game
at 7:00 PM, while Silver Sands hope
to get off the mark when they play
defending champions Barbados
Defence Force Sports Programme at
9:00 PM.

Rendezvous,
Wales top
table with 10
points each

IN a low scoring affair, it was the
home team of ICBL Barbados that
came away with a 2-1 victory over
the visiting Cheshire polo team at
Holders Hill polo field on Sunday.

It was the visitors that took the lead
in the first chukka thanks to a goal
from their captain and four-goal player,
Oliver Taylor.

Barbados was unable to find the
mark in the opening chukka, but man-
aged to hold Cheshire to only one goal
in the chukka which was good enough
for them to remain in striking distance.

As the see-saw battle continued,
ICBL Barbados was awarded a spot
penalty which Jamie Dickson, who is
playing off a three-goal handicap, made
no mistake in converting midway
through the chukka.

Dickson had made up for his earlier
missed opportunity, which would have
levelled the scores. He had raced away
from the chasing pack, but his final
touch had let him down.

The damp field contributed to the
low scoring affair and there were a
number of mishaps on the field. One
saw a player knocking over one of the
goal posts, while a pony slipped in mid-
field and tossed of one of the visiting
players.

Dickson also scored the second and
final goal for the home team in the
fourth chukka, as the third chukka
went scoreless.

Suiting up for Cheshire were Taylor,
Charlie Walton, Steven Jones and

James Feilding.
For Barbados it was Phillip Tempro,

Adam Deane, Jamie Dickson and Luis
Clerici.

In the earlier match, five goals from
Lucas Nicolao gave Diamonds

International a 6-5 1/2 victory over the
UNNA team. The other goal came from
Josh Archer.

Scoring for UNNA were Vicky
Gonzales with two goals and March
Atwell with four. (CG)

ICBL Barbados wins first
match of Cheshire series

Cheshire will be hoping for better fortunes in the next match.

ICBL’s Adam Deane about to play this shot while being closely watched by his
teammate.

        



24 • Tuesday March 3, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

By Petra Gooding

ST. GILES took top spot in the Girls
but had to share the Boys’ title with
Bay Primary when the zonal meets of
the 2015 Pine Hill National Primary
Schools’ Athletics Championships
concluded with the James
Wedderburn Zone yesterday at the
National Stadium.

Yesterday’s was one of the most keenly
contested meets of the entire
championship thus far with St. Giles’
Primary winning with 187 points.Arthur
Smith Primary was second with 148
points while Sharon Primary was third
with 120 points.

It was a ding-dong battle between St.
Giles’ and Bay Primary in the Boys’
Championships and in the end both
schools had to end up sharing the title
with 138 points each. Grantley Prescod
Primary was third with 108.50 points.

Tyresha Clarke was one of the stand-
out athletes for St. Giles’ Primary and
she ended with 30 points. She won the
Under-9 Girls’ 80 metres,100 metres and
150 metres, the latter two in record
breaking fashion.

She clocked 12.35 seconds in the 80
metres with Ariel Archer of Reynold
Weekes second in 12.82 seconds. In third
was Nakya Archer of Reynold Weekes in
12.93 seconds.

Clarke came back later in the day to
clock a new meet record of 15.47 seconds
in the 100 metres. Gooding was again
second best in 15.87 seconds while Tania
Applewhaite of St. Giles’ was third in
16.20 seconds.

The little speedster obliterated the
record in the 150 metres, setting a new
time of 23.61 seconds.The old record was
23.96 set in 2012 by Dania Haynes of
Hilda Skeene. Gooding was second in
24.26 seconds while Reynold Weekes’

team mate Ariel Archer was third in 25.02
seconds.

Savion Hoyte of Sharon Primary was
one of the names that had the Stadium
abuzz yesterday. Hoyte, the younger
brother of Rosette Hoyte, lit the track
ablaze to win the Under-13 Boys’ 400
metres in a new zone record of 1:02.19.
Mark Cummings of Bay Primary was a
distant second in 1:08.13 while Makhaya
Campbell of Hilda Skeene was third in
1:08.54.The old record was 1:02.70 set in
2012 by Shaquan Sealy.

The 200 metres proved to be another
quick race with Hoyte setting a new
record of 27.06 seconds.Hoyte obliterated
the competition in Heat One while pre-
race favourite Malachi Harris finished
fourth best after winning the third heat in
27.72 seconds. Daquan Clarke of Roland
Edwards was second with 27.61 seconds
while Amir Gustave was third in 27.71
seconds.

He also clocked the day’s fastest time in
the 100 metres, winning the first heat in
13.63 seconds. Harris finished with the
day’s second fastest time of 13.65 seconds
while Marlon Downie of Bay Primary was
third in 13.97 seconds.

Hoyte also led Sharon Primary to
victory in the Open Boys’ 800 metre
Medley Relay. Hoyte received the baton
third but after just 100 metres into the
400 metre leg,he had already overhauled
the athletes from St. Giles’ and Hilda
Skeene. They went on to win in 2:05.

There was no surprise when Hoyte was
named as the Victor Ludorum of the zone
for his exploits.

The High Jump was not contested
yesterday as the bed was wet. All those
athletes entered for that event have
therefore been automatically moved
forward to the quarter-finals. The
quarterfinals will take place on March 11
at the National Stadium.

Divisional Champions

Under-7 Girls: Alexus Mascoll, Hindsbury
Primary
Under-7 Boys: Nathaneil Prescod, Reynold
Weekes Primary
Under-9 Girls: Tyresha Clarke, St. Giles’
Primary
Under-9 Boys: Kevin Webster, St. Giles’
Primary
Under-11 Girls: Samiya Dell, Sharon Primary
Under-11 Boys: Kemar Butler, Bay Primary
Under-13 Girls: Dania Haynes, Hilda Skeene
Primary
Under-13 Boys: Sharon Primary

James Wedderburn Zone
2015 Results

Points Standings
Girls
1. St. Giles Primary – 187
2. Arthur Smith Primary – 148
3. Sharon Primary – 120
4. Hilda Skeene Primary – 119
5. Grantley Prescod Primary – 93.50
6. Roland Edwards Primary – 83.50
7. Bay Primary – 69
8. Vauxhall Primary – 54
9. Reynold Weekes Primary – 45
10. Hindsbury Primary – 41
11. Grazettes Primary – 33
12. Deacons Primary – 30
13. St. George Primary – 20
14. St. Winifred’s School – 9
15. St. Gabriel’s School – 1

Boys
1. St. Giles’ Primary – 138
1. Bay Primary – 138
3. Grantley Prescod Primary – 108.50
4. Hilda Skeene Primary – 94.50

5. Roland Edwards Primary – 82
6. Sharon Primary – 80
7. Reynold Weekes Primary – 75
8. Deacons Primary – 61
9. Arthur Smith Primary – 52
10. Vauxhall Primary – 50
11. St. Mary’s Primary – 48
12. Grazettes Primary – 46
13. St. George Primary 42
14. St. Gabriel’s School – 26
15. St. Winifred’s School – 12

Open Girls’ 800m Sprint Medley Relay
1. Arthur Smith Primary – 2:14.78
2. Hilda Skeene Primary – 2:17.51
3. Vauxhall Primary – 2:17.75

Open Boys’ 800m Sprint Medley
1. Sharon Primary – 2:05.73
2. Bay Primary – 2:07.22
3. Hilda Skeene Primary – 2:12.24

Under-9 Girls’ 4x100m Relay
1. St. Giles Primary – 1:07.25
2. Roland Edwards Primary – 1:09.92
3. Grantley Prescod Primary – 1:10.60

Under-9 Boys’ 4x100m Relay
1. Grantley Prescod Primary – 1:05.54
2. Grazettes Primary – 1:07.39
3. Reynold Weekes Primary – 1:08.08

Under-11 Girls’ 4x100m Relay
1. St. Giles’ Primary – 1:01.93
2. Sharon Primary – 1:02.39
3. Arthur Smith Primary – 1:03.09

Under-11 Boys’ 4x100m Relay
1. St. Giles’ Primary – 1:00.86
2. Bay Primary – 1:00.98
3. Hilda Skeene Primary – 1:02.20

CONT’D on next page

St. Giles share top honours in James Wedderburn Zone

Jay Agard of Arthur Smith winning Heat 1 of the Under 11 Boys 400m.

Michael Browne of Bay Primary winning Heat 3 of the Under 11 Boys 400m.
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CONT’D from previous page

Under-13 Girls’ 4x100m Relay
1. Arthur Smith Primary – 59.76
2. Bay Primary – 59.98

Under-13 Boys’ 4x100m Relay
1. Bay Primary – 57.83
2. St. Giles’ Primary – 57.99
3. Roland Edwards Primary – 58.28

Under-7 Girls’ 50m Dash
1. Caitlyn Moses-Bishop, Grantley Prescod –
9.40
2. Alexus Mascoll, Hindsbury – 9.51
3. Kashia Sealy-Bynoe, Sharon – 9.71

Under-7 Boys’ 50m Dash
1. Shae-Shon Scantlebury, Grazettes – 8.94
2. Nathaneil Prescod, Reynold Weekes – 9.15
3. J’Quan Simpson, Roland Edwards – 9.45

Under-9 Girls’ 80m Dash
1. Tyresha Clarke, St. Giles’ – 12.35
2. Ariel Archer, Reynold Weekes – 12.82
3. Nakya Gooding, Reynold Weekes – 12.93

Under-9 Boys’ 80m Dash
1. Kevin Webster, St. Giles’ – 12.15
2. Trey Yearwood, St. Mary’s – 12.24
3. Shacoby Brathwaite, Grantley Prescod –
12.34

Under-9 Girls’ 100m Dash
1. Tyresha Clarke, St. Giles’ – 15.47
2. Nakya Gooding, Reynold Weekes – 15.87
3. Tania Applewhaite, St. Giles’ – 16.20

Under-9 Boys’ 100m Dash
1. Trey Yearwood, St. Mary’s – 15.07
2. Jaden Bowen, Deacons – 15.21
3. Shacoby Brathwaite, Grantley Prescod –
15.26

Under-11 Girls’ 100m Dash
1. Samiya Dell, Sharon – 14.56
2. Tia Edwards, St. Giles’ – 14.68
3. Kelescia Downes, Arthur Smith – 14.70

Under-11 Boys’ 100m Dash
1. Jaquan Pilgrim, St. George – 14.22
2. Jalanne Best, Sharon – 14.24
3. Shamir Blades, St. Giles’ – 14.36

Under-13 Girls’ 100m Dash
1. Dania Haynes, Hilda Skeene – 13.81
2. Gabrielle Holder, Grantley Prescod – 14.11
3. Trinity Gibson, Sharon – 14.52

Under-13 Boys’ 100m Dash
1. Savion Hoyte, Sharon – 13.63
2. Malachi Harris, Deacons – 13.65
3. Marlon Downie, Bay Primary – 13.97

Under-9 Girls’ 150m Dash
1. Tyresha Clarke, St. Giles’ – 23.61
2. Nakya Gooding, Reynold Weekes – 24.26
3. Ariel Archer, Reynold Weekes – 25.02

Under-9 Boys’ 150m Dash
1. Kevin Webster, St. Giles’ – 23.47
2. Milan Trotman, Hilda Skeene – 23.90
3. Aiden Alleyne-Maynard, Sharon – 23.97

Under-11 Girls’ 200m Dash
1. Tianna Applewhaite, St. Giles’ – 29.76
2. Kelescia Downes, Arthur Smith – 29.98
3. Samiya Dell, Sharon – 30.78

Under-11 Boys’ 200m Dash
1. Kemar Butler, Bay Primary – 28.31
2. Jelanne Best, Sharon – 29.97
3. Kishmar Ramsay, Vauxhall – 30.07

Under-13 Girls’ 200m Dash
1. Dania Haynes, Hilda Skeene – 28.56
2. Doneisha Moore, St. George – 29.23
3. Ariel Baird, Vauxhall – 29.57
Under-13 Boys’ 200m Dash
1. Savion Hoyte, Sharon – 27.06
2. Daquan Clarke, Roland Edwards – 27.61
3. Amir Gustave, Bay Primary – 27.71

Under-11 Girls 400m Dash
1. Kelescia Downes, Arthur Smith – 1:11.73
2. Shannyah Alleyne, Hilda Skeene – 1:13.06
3. Tianna Applewhaite, St. Giles’ – 1:14.26

Under-11 Boys’ 400m Dash
1. Kemar Butler, Bay Primary – 1:10.50
2. Jay Agard, Arthur Smith – 1:11.67
3. Michael Browne, Bay Primary – 1:14.02

Under-13 Girls’ 400m Dash
1. Gabrielle Holder, Grantley Prescod – 1:09.11
2. Naomi Gardier, Arthur Smith – 1:10.50
3. Shania McClean, Hilda Skeene – 1:12.82

Under-13 Boys’ 400m Dash
1. Savion Hoyte, Sharon – 1:02.19
2. Mark Cummings, Bay Primary – 1:08.13
3. Makhaya Campbell, Hilda Skeene – 1:08.54

Open Girls’ 600m Dash
1. Shanielle Chase, Hilda Skeene – 1:58.55
2. Sanaa Best, Bay Primary – 2:01.65
3. Tinia David, Arthur Smith – 2:01.72

Open Boys’ 800m Run
1. Antonio Simmons, Reynold Weekes –
2:37.98
2. Daniel Gibbs, St. Winifred’s – 2:38.89
3. Rashaun Smith, Bay Primary – 2:41.11 

Under-7 Girls’ Standing Broad Jump
1. Caitlyn Moses-Bishop, Grantley Prescod –
1.29m
2. Alexus Mascoll, Hindsbury – 1.26m
3. Sinya Brathwaite, Grantley Prescod – 1.23m

Under-7 Boys’ Standing Broad Jump
1. Dashawn Hadaway, St. Mary’s – 1.24m
2. Dacobie Bowen, Roland Edwards – J1.24m
3. Nathaneil Prescod, Reynold Weekes -
J1.24m

Under-9 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Jahsara Davis, St. Giles’ – 2.85m
2. Shakayle Howard, Grantley Prescod – 2.81m
3. J’Nia Edwards, St. Giles’ – 2.67m

Under-9 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Jaden Bowen, Deacons – 3.27m
2. Ogarro Jules, St. Gabriel’s – 3.13m
3. Nathaniel Bonnett, Vauxhall – 3.11m

Under-11 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Samiya Dell, Sharon Primary – 3.50m
2. Jael Griffith, Roland Edwards – J3.50m
3. Serena Edwards, St. Giles’ – 3.41m

Under-11 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Kiko Wade, Grantly Prescod – 3.67m
2. Terrell John, Vauxhall – 3.60m
3. Shawn Jack, St. Giles’ – 3.54m

Under-13 Girls’ Long Jump
1. Tiara Stewart, Roland Edwards – 4.19m

2. Alanna Johnnson, Bay Primary – 3.74m
3. Keinelle Johnson, Arthur Smith – 3.55m

Under-13 Boys’ Long Jump
1. Ross Walrond, St. Gabriel’s – 4.14m
2. Teon Hunte, Grantley Prescod – 4.04m
3. Marlon Downie, Bay Primary – 3.90m

Under-7 Girls’ Tennis Ball Throw
1. Onika Griffith, Grazettes – 12.38m
2. Alexus Mascoll, Hindsbury – 12.10m
3. Tiara Lucas-Gay, Arthur Smith – 12.05m

Under-7 Boys’ Tennis Ball Throw
1. Kristian Burgess, Hilda Skeene – 25.26m
2. Joshua Williams, St. Giles’ – 22.34m
3. Dwayne Callender, Grantley Prescod –
22.08m

Under-9 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. J’Nia Edwards, St. Giles’ – 20.72m
2. Shaziah Scantlebury, Grazettes – 19.33m
3. Emeka Johnson-Applewhite – 18.98m

Under-9 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Snachez Reid-Haynes, St. Giles’ – 37.33m
2. Tyrese Carrington, Deacons – 32.88m
3. Kodi Marshall, St. Mary’s – 30.16m

Under-11 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Shelanie Augustin, Sharon – 36.62m
2. Serena Edwards, St. Giles’ – 36.22m
3. Malisha Broomes, Roland Edwards –
30.38m

Under-11 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Jaheim Clarke, Vauxhall – 48.22m
2. Javon Hurdle, Arthur Smith – 44.55m
3. Ocean Battersheild-Daniels, Roland Edwards
– 43.43m

Under-13 Girls’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Tinia David, Arthur Smith – 38.50m
2. Thurshara Cyrus, Hindsbury – 37.86m
3. Shimya Griffith, Deacons – 35.42m

Under-13 Boys’ Cricket Ball Throw
1. Malachi Harris, Deacons – 57.92m
2. Joaquin Adams, Bay Primary – 57.55m
3. Samuel Wharton, St. Giles’ – 49.29m

Samiya Dell of Sharon Primary winning Heat 3 of the Under 11 Girls 100m.

Tiara Stewart of Roland Edwards Primary won the Under 13 Girls Long Jump.

Records shattered
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FORMULA ONE supremo
Bernie Ecclestone has of-
fered advance revenue pay-
ments to Sauber, Force India
and Lotus to help with cash-
flow problems ahead of the
new season starting in
Australia next week.

“Bernie understands we’ve
had these challenges over the
winter because the (team) sup-
pliers got so badly hurt by the
Marussia and Caterham issues,”
Force India deputy principal
Bob Fernley told Reuters yes-
terday.

“Whereas we’ve always been
able to work with them and
smooth it out over the period 
of the start of the winter, they
simply can’t. Whereas we used
to get 30 days credit, now we
need 30 days in advance.

“He (Ecclestone) suggested
that we take an advance and
smooth it out that way. That’s
going to help enormously.”

Marussia and Caterham went
into administration last October,
with unsecured creditors losing
significant amounts of money
owing and now demanding pay-

ment up front from other cus-
tomers such as Force India.

Silverstone-based Force India,
who use Mercedes engines and
have Mexican Sergio Perez with
Germany’s Nico Hulkenberg in
their driver line-up, contract out
much of their chassis work to
keep costs down.

While Caterham’s assets are
now due to be liquidated at a

public auction starting this
month, Marussia has fought
back from the abyss and entered
the 2015 championship as the
Manor Marussia F1 team.

Force India have also suffered
delays to the build of their new
car, which made its track debut
only last Friday in Barcelona.

The agreement with
Ecclestone came after a meet-

ing between the so-called
smaller teams, who spent much
of last year calling for a greater
share of the revenues and a
more level playing field, and 
the 84-year-old Briton last
Thursday.

The Times newspaper said
each team had been promised a
$10 million advance by the end
of the week, when the cars and

freight are due to be sent to
Australia. The money would
have been due to them in due
course anyway.

“I think all three teams are in
a position to carry on, we’ve just
had this one extraordinary pe-
riod where we lost two teams,”
said Fernley.

The season starts in
Melbourne on March 15.

Ecclestone offers cash advance for smaller teams

TOKYO – Record-breaking
Japan superstar Kei Nishikori
rose to fourth in Monday’s new
world rankings, equalling
Kimiko Date-Krumm as his
country’s highest-ranked ten-
nis player.

The 24-year-old, who is the
top-ranked Asian-born man
ever, tweeted: “Just saw the
new rankings. Very proud of 
another step...#4 this week.”

Nishikori, last year’s US
Open runner-up, now trails
only Novak Djokovic, Roger
Federer and Rafa Nadal after
leapfrogging Britain’s Andy

Murray, meaning he will avoid
the top three until the semi-fi-
nals at the major tournaments.

“He has the touch of a ge-
nius,” former Japan number
one Shuzo Matsuoka told AFP.
“He has the imagination and
shots you just can’t teach.”

Nishikori recently won his
third successive Memphis
Open, his eighth ATP Tour title.
He is fast closing in on Nadal
and trails the 14-times grand
slam champion by just 260
ranking points.

“It’s an achievement that’s 
almost impossible to explain,”

Matsuoka told Japan’s Sankei
Sports, comparing the skinny
Nishikori to a sumo grand
champion. “He’s really playing
‘yokozuna’-grade tennis.”

Nishikori burst onto the
scene as an 18-year-old by 
winning in Delray Beach as 
a 244th-ranked qualifier in
2008, and is a huge celebrity 
in Japan.

Millions woke up at the crack
of dawn to watch his bid to be-
come the first Asian man to win
a grand slam at last year’s US
Open, where he lost in the final
to Croatian Marin Cilic.

China’s Li Na blazed a trail
for Asian tennis players by
reaching number two in the
women’s WTA rankings last
year after winning the
Australian Open, capping a 
remarkable career in which 
she also captured the 2011
French Open.

She retired seven months
later with knee trouble.

Nishikori’s coach Michael
Chang, whose parents came
from Taiwan and who was
raised in the United States, is a
former world number two who
won the French Open in 1989.

Japan’s Nishikori soars to ATP world number four



FOR SALE
Elo 14” Touch Screen PN Sys-
tem with Epson Receipt Printer 

and Cash Drawer.
1902 Persia 10x7 / 83x121 

handwoven silk rug

Tel:822-0462/822-0492/
622-1981

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

JOB SEEKERS
NEED YOUR PROPERTY

MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping, grass-
ing, spraying, mowing, forking, 
weeding, model: suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once 
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

Seeking employment in farm 
working, gardening, dish wash-
ing or janitoral work.

Tel:841-9344/418-1191

NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

\

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600
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BUENOS AIRES –
Rafa Nadal wants
tournament
organisers to
maintain the tradition
of clay courts on the
Tour and said the
growing number of
events switching to
harder surfaces could
increase the injury
risk to players long
after they finish their
careers.

Nadal, who won his
first title of the year with
a 6-4 6-1 victory over
Juan Monaco in a rain-
interrupted Argentine
Open on Sunday, said it
was also important to
maintain variety on the
Tour to keep players and
spectators interested.

The Argentine Open,
now in its 15th year and
a regular stop on the
South American clay-
court swing, has flirted
with the idea of a change
to a faster surface to
widen its appeal.

Nadal, working
towards regaining his
best form after injury,
earlier told a post-match
news conference that he
was pleased with how
his season was
progressing.

Nadal, who will play at
Indian Wells in a week’s
time, saw the second half
of his 2012 season wiped
out due to tendonitis
after suffering a second
round exit at Wimbledon.

Nadal
wants
traditional
clay events
protected

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79103&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 20-Feb-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.65 $1.81 300 5,095

Banks Holdings Limited 19-Feb-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.85 8,856 2,428

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 26-Feb-15 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.48 $2.50 820 32,287

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 8,383

FirstCaribbean International Bank 18-Feb-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 7,166

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Feb-15 - - - $0.20 $0.20 - $0.17 - 9,133 -
- Dev Fund 

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Feb-15 - - - $0.52 $0.52 - $0.52 - 200 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 27-Feb-15 - - - $6.42 $6.42 - $6.42 $6.50 2,205 350

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.40 500 5,000

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated -* 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 27-Feb-15 - - - $19.95 $19.95 - $19.50 $20.00 9,860 1,094

One Caribbean Media Limited 12-Feb-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.76 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 10,011

Sagicor Financial Corporation 26-Feb-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - - $1.74 - 6,575

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD -   

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 20-Nov-14 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 20,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
March 2, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w    1.4825 0.0061
27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w    1.5019 0.0015
27-Feb-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w    1.2661 -0.0002
19-Feb-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w    1.288 -0.0010
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w    4.8567   4.8567 4.8567   0.0076
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8482 0.0051
27-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0063 0.0028
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6681    4.6681 4.5747  -0.0059
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8204    0.8204 0.8039  -0.0053
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4275   1.4275 1.3989    0.0073
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.05 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

THERE WAS NO ACTIVITY ON THE REGULAR MARKET

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
March 2, 2015

There was no activity on the Regular Market.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
March 2nd, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

March 2, 2015 February 27, 2015
Local  2,137.91 2,137.91 -   
Cross-list 1,726.05 1,726.05 -   
Composite 613.86 613.86 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
March 2, 2015 February 27, 2015

Local  5,366.53 5,366.53 -   
Cross-list 2,894.43 2,894.43 -   
Composite 8,260.96 8,260.96 -          

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company will be held on
March 3rd, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Directors
have fixed Tuesday March 3rd, 2015 as the record date for determining
the shareholders who are entitled to participate in the Rights Issue of
Trinidad Cement Limited, which is scheduled to commence on March
5th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79103&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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SYDNEY, Australia –
Members of the West Indies
team took time out from
their busy schedule to host
a group of aspiring
cricketers at the Sydney
Cricket Ground recently.

The youngsters, aged
between nine and 12, joined the
Windies at the historic venue
during a training session. The
event was part of the

International Cricket Council’s
‘Room To Read’ programme.

During the session, the
Windies players conducted
catching and fielding drills and
also oversaw a mini cricket
match.

Wicket-keeper Denesh
Ramdin said he was delighted
to participate and share his
knowledge with the group of 25
young cricketers.

“It was good to see the
smiling faces and see them
enjoying the moments,” said
Ramdin, who is West Indies
Test captain.

“As a cricketer it is important
that we give back to the game
and we are delighted to join
with the ICC’s Room To Read to
host this great event on the
outfield at the SCG. It was fun
for the children and fun for us
as players too.”

West Indies, two-time World
Cup champions, have won two
matches and lost two in Pool B
of the ICC Cricket World Cup
2015. They are in Perth to face
India at the WACA Ground on
Friday. First ball in the
day/night match is 2:30pm
(2:30am Eastern Caribbean
Time/1:30am Jamaica Time).

PERTH, Australia – Several
hundred well-wishers turned out
to greet the West Indies team as
they were hosted to a ‘home away
from home’ event at the Perth
Cultural Centre on Sunday.

Fans, many of them West
Indians, were dressed in their
maroon jerseys and others
showcased their island’s national
colours.They joined the team at a
street party-styled evening which
took on a distinct Caribbean
flavour with music and food.

The event was the city’s official
welcome for the team and was
jointly organised by the Perth
Caribbean Society and the City of
Perth council.

West Indies captain Jason
Holder presented a specially
signed West Indies team shirt to
Dr. Kim Hames. Tahj Reid, a 12-
year-old Jamaican, sang “Rally
Round The West Indies”. After
the formal programme the
players signed autographs and
took photos with their adoring
fans.

“We didn’t really expect so
many people but after we went on

stage to be introduced and say
hello to the fans, we were truly
touched,”said allrounder Darren
Sammy, the West Indies T20
captain. “We have a great track

record in Perth and we feel ‘at
home’ here. This is great! This is
really inspiring to see how much
the people love West Indies
cricket.”

West Indies, two-time World
Cup champions, have won two
matches and lost two in Pool B of
the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015.
They are in Perth to face India at

the WACA Ground on Friday.
First ball in the day/night match
is 2:30pm (2:30am Eastern
Caribbean Time/1:30am Jamaica
Time).

Windies host
mini camp
for kids

Fans turn out to welcome WI to Perth

West Indies fast bowler Kemar Roach stands in as umpire.  WICB Media/Philip Spooner.

West Indies batsman Jonathan Carter poses for a picture with participants.

Chris Gayle poses for a photo with West Indies fans. Photo 
credits: WICB Media/Philip Spooner.

West Indies captain Jason Holder presents a signed shirt to 
Dr. Kim Hames, Western Australia’s Minister for Tourism.
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THERE has been plenty of
reshuffling in the Reliance ICC ODI
Player Rankings following 23
absorbing and exciting pool stage
matches in the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 currently being staged in
Australia and New Zealand.

Sri Lanka’s Tillakaratne Dilshan has
now become the number-one ranked all-
rounder in the world following his 229
runs with the bat and three wickets with
the ball to date. His form has helped him
gain three places in the latest Reliance
ICC Player Rankings for All-rounders
and he now leads Bangladesh’s second-
ranked Shakib Al Hasan by ten ratings
points.

Dilshan’s team-mate Kumar
Sangakkara is the leading run-getter to
date in cricket’s biggest spectacle with
268 runs and this is reflected in the latest
Reliance ICC Player Rankings for ODI
Batsmen. The left-hander has moved up
two places to join South Africa’s Hashim
Amla in second place.

The batting table is headed by South
Africa captain AB de Villiers who leads
second-ranked Sangakkara and Amla by
49 ratings points. De Villiers with 217
runs is sixth in the list of leading run-
getters in the tournament to date and is
just two ratings points short of becoming
only the 11th batsman to break the 900-
point barrier since the introduction of the
current ODI player rankings system.

West Indies’ Chris Gayle with 258 runs
is second on the list of top run-scorers for
which he has been rewarded with a leap
of five places that, in turn,has put him in
52nd place along with Afghanistan’s
Samiullah Shenwari (up by 12 places).

New Zealand captain Brendon
McCullum and South Africa’s David
Miller are the biggest movers in the latest
rankings,which were released yesterday.

McCullum has jumped ten places to
18th following his 207 runs in four

matches to date, while Miller has moved
up 14 places to 23rd as his three innings
have yielded 180 runs to date.

Other batsmen to head in the right
direction are Aaron Finch eighth (up by
four places), Misbah-ul-Haq 13th (up by
two places), Suresh Raina 20th (up by
four places), Mahela Jayawardene 21st
(up by four places) and Brendan Taylor
29th (up by three places).

Ireland’s Paul Stirling remains the
highest-ranked batsman from the
Associate Member sides and is sharing
34th position with Bangladesh duo
Shakib Al Hasan and Mushfiqur Rahim.
Stirling’s team-mate Ed Joyce has gained
12 places and is now in 58th spot, while
the UAE’s Shaiman Anwar, who is the
seventh leading run-getter to date with

208 runs, is in 99th spot after rocketing
93 places.

In the Reliance ICC Player Rankings
for ODI Bowlers, New Zealand’s fast
bowling pair of Tim Southee and Trent
Boult have made significant gains in the
latest rankings.

Southee is the leading bowler of the
tournament to date with 13 wickets,
which has helped him jump ten places to
12th, while Boult’s ten wickets to date
has put him in a career-high 24th place
after a rise of 23 places. Spin wizard
Daniel Vettori has summed up an
excellent first couple of weeks for New
Zealand by grabbing eight wickets,which
has earned him five places and ninth spot
in the latest rankings.

South Africa’s wrist spinner Imran

Tahir, Australia paceman Mitchell Starc
and Pakistan fast bowler Mohammad
Irfan have all achieved career-best
rankings.

Imran has jumped seven places to
fourth following his nine wickets in three
matches, Starc has gained two places to
fifth following his eight wickets in two
matches and Irfan’s five wickets have
given him a place inside the top ten in
10th place following a rise of six places.

India’s Mohammad Shami and
Ravichandaran Ashwin have also made
upward movements. Shami has gained
14 places and is now in 11th position
while Ashwin’s eight wickets to date have
helped him climb six places to 16th.

Ireland’s left-arm spinner George
Dockrell is the highest-ranked bowler
amongst the Associate Member countries.
The 22-year-old’s four wickets in two
matches have given him a rise of eight
places that has put him in 28th position.

Scotland’s Josh Davey, who has taken
nine wickets in three matches to date,
shares 91st spot with Australia’s Glenn
Maxwell after gaining15 places in the
latest rankings.

Reliance ICC ODI team rankings
Following New Zealand’s four wins in

as many matches and England’s three
defeats in four matches, the two sides
have swapped places on the Reliance ICC
ODI Team Rankings.New Zealand is now
fifth, just one ratings point behind Sri
Lanka, while England is now sixth, eight
rating points ahead of Pakistan.

Ireland, thanks to its victory over the
West Indies,has leapfrogged Afghanistan
and now leads the Asian side by two
ratings points.

Australia continues to lead the field
with 120 ratings points, while world
champion India is second, four ratings
points behind. South Africa, on 113
ratings points, is third.

Dilshan tops all-rounders’ chart, Sangakkara second

SYDNEY – Australia’s Glenn Maxwell
was both mocked and praised yesterday
after video emerged of him making a
‘choking’ gesture just moments before
Kane Williamson launched the giant six
that won Saturday’s World Cup clash for
New Zealand.

Maxwell, a controversial batsman
dubbed ‘The Big Show’ by Australian
media, was fielding in the deep when he
turned to a section of the 40,000 crowd at
Auckland’s Eden Park and jokingly
placed his hands around his throat to
suggest that the home side were about to
fail chasing their modest 152-run target.

But the Kiwis, who had lost five
wickets for 15 at one stage, had the last
laugh and claimed a place in the quarter-
finals when, with the last pair at the
wicket, Williamson sent his match-
winning six high into the stands.

The video clip was uploaded to
Facebook by New Zealand fan Sam Holt
and by Monday afternoon had attracted
more than 173,000 views, liked by 65,000
people and shared 3,000 times.

“This was Maxwell just before Kane
Williamson tonked that six to win it...
How’s that for crowd / player banter?”
wrote Holt.

Maxwell scored just one in the game
having made 66 in Australia’s opening
win over England, but he won some
sympathy online with fans praising him
for his interaction with the crowd.

“I sat right behind maxwell and he was
awesome. So interactive with the crowd
and with a real good sense of humour!
Def a good sportsman,” wrote one
spectator.

“To be fair we were trying pretty hard
to choke lol,” added another fan.

Australia’s Maxwell
mocked for Kiwi
‘choke’ gesture

Sri Lanka’s Tillakaratne Dilshan.

Australia's Glenn Maxwell.
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DIRECTOR of Global
Business for the
Society of Human
Resource Manage-
ment, Robert Garcia,
has issued a challenge
to human resource
professionals to be
more strategic in their
work.

Speaking on Saturday
night at an awards gala
for the Human Resource
Management Association
of Barbados (HRMAB), he
stated that they should 
do this by learning more
about “the business of
your company, embracing
and understanding the fi-
nances, using metrics and
analytics to make better
decisions, and supporting
your leaders in creating
an inclusive performance-
based culture”.

He told those gathered
at the Crane Resort for
the event to ensure that
they continued to pursue
the relevant qualifications
to stay ahead of the pro-
fession and therefore be

an asset to their company.
“I encourage you to ob-

tain your competency-
based certification in
human resources and
commit to continuously
developing, not only your
knowledge but your skills
and abilities,” he stated.

Garcia commended
HRMAB for its work,
stressing that it was 
an exciting time to be 
involved in human re-
sources due to advances
in the profession, talent
wars, workplace flexibil-
ity, competency-based 
HR certification and the
opportunities that come
with a more global,mobile
workforce.

Meanwhile, Outgoing
President of HRMAB,
Glenda Gilkes, stressed
that far too often, HR’s
role was understated and
assured that the associa-
tion would continue to ad-
vocate its role as a central
function to any organisa-
tion.

(JMB)

RAISE
YOUR
GAME

HRMAB Past President, John Williams (left), accepts his award from Director of Global Business for the
Society of Human Resource Management, Robert Garcia.

ICBL Barbados
wins first match

of Cheshire series
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