
By Ashlee Cox

PRESIDENT of the Barbados
Reiki Association (BRA),Sharon
Hurley-Hall, believes that
Barbadians are taking more re-

sponsibility for their health and
well-being.

Speaking to the Barbados
Advocate at the second Holistic
Health Fair, which was held on
the grounds of the Harrison

College, she noted that while the
BRA had been running this
health event since 1998, the
event was since rebranded to in-
troduce an expanded list of serv-
ices.

“It has changed over the
years. We started it as an event
to introduce Reiki to the
Barbadian public, but it has 
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ONE agriculturalist is up in
arms over this trend of ‘hav-
ing farmers’ markets for hav-
ing farmers’ markets sake’,
because in many instances
the produce is not local.

Chief Executive Officer of the
Barbados Agricultural Society
(BAS), James Paul told the
Barbados Advocate while tour-
ing Agrofest yesterday, “I think
we should have farmers’ mar-
kets to the extent that it helps to
market local agricultural pro-
duce, not to market imported

produce.
“And I think that is what we

[need to] recognise, yes we don’t
mind having them, but that is
the purpose,we are having farm-
ers’ markets to market the local
produce to facilitate our local
production.”

To this end, he lamented, “I
don’t think it’s useful to have a
farmers’ market for just having
one sake. What we bring at
Agrofest is that we want to high-
light local Barbadian agriculture
and produce.”

And he admonished that when
farmers’ markets are held with
great frequency,“You are not giv-
ing farmers enough time to do
that [showcase local produce]
when you continually have farm-
ers’ markets.

“As a matter of fact, my con-
cern with some of the farmers’
markets is that a lot of the pro-
duce is not indigenous. I have
been checking and I have been
following up, and in some cases
a lot of the produce is imported
produce and I have difficulty

with that.”
At the time he was viewing ex-

hibits along with the Minister of
Agriculture,Food,Fisheries and
Water Resource Management,
David Estwick and his wife,after
partaking of the Plantation
Breakfast organised by the
Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) in partnership with the
students of the Barbados
Community College Hospitality
Institute on the Main Pasture in
Queen's Park. (KG)

PAUL: PUSH
LOCAL PRODUCE

IT is the belief of one young per-
son that there are too many
youths in Barbados who seem
lost and are in fact not aware of
their potential or their impor-
tance to the country.

This was the view expressed
by newly elected Barbados
Youth Development Council
(BYDC) President, Kimberley
Norville, as she spoke to the
media at the Executive
Handover Ceremony recently.

As noted by Norville, “Too
many of our youth seem lost.Too
often you’re seeing youths in the
newspapers not being praised
for work that they have done,
new innovations, new ideas that
they may be doing, but because
they turned to life of crime.They
seem to not know what their
value in this country is, that
they are worth it, that their lives
are worth it. They need to want
to take better grasp of their fu-
ture and we are hoping that we
are able to help them do this, to
see their value, to see their im-
portance to this country, that
they are worth more than sim-
ply being a mug shot on the
newspaper’s page.”

“It is sad to see a 17-year-old
being addressed in the news and
what is being said is that they
are being searched by police and
being considered armed and
dangerous. Their lives have not
even begun yet and they are
throwing them away. We want
our youth to stop doing this.
They are too important to our
Island’s future,” she stressed
strongly.

Going forward, Norville is de-
termined to not only promote
the good works of the youth um-
brella organisation, but also to
partner with other youth organ-
isations, because while the man-
dates may be different, they all,
in her view,have a common goal,
which is to help the strong devel-
oped youth of this nation.

“So one of our main goals is to
have more of them coming to-
gether, to have more unity and
more cooperation and more
partnerships so that a compre-
hensive programme can be cre-
ated, so that all of the needs of
our youths are met to the best of
our ability,” she noted. “There is
no particular group that needs
attention more than any other;
all the youth of this nation need
to know that they are being sup-
ported and that their develop-
ment is important to all of us at
all ages going forward.” (AC)

Youth are
crucial

Holistic Heath Fair successful
This lady was inspired by the scent of one of the sugar scrubs, offered by Blue Star Therapeutics.

     



By Kerri Gooding

SANDALS Corporate
University (SCU) has
been launched in
Barbados.

At no cost to the Sandals
Barbados team members,
they will be exposed to nu-
merous certification courses
allowing for the resort chain
to continue its tradition of

within-house advance-
ments.

The Training and
Development Manager,
Sandals Barbados,Glaister
Williams told the local staff

that through the SCU each
person who takes advan-
tage of the opportunities af-
forded, will be able to fur-
ther and expand their edu-
cation, as well as attain

physical evidence to sup-
port the skills they have de-
veloped.This is in direct re-
sponse to the fact that
many persons in the Hotel
Industry are skilled but

they have no proof on paper.
With registration com-

mencing after the official
launch event held on the
grounds of Sandals
Barbados in St. Lawrence
Gap last Friday,the first set
of courses are set to rollout
in March and April. These
include Customer Service I,
and Supervisors
Leadership I.

General Manager at
Sandals Barbados Resort
and Spa,Josef Zellner chal-
lenged and encouraged the
new team members to jump
at this opportunity, consid-
ering that they are not
mandated to take the
courses.

Zellner said, “There are
going to be free. And any-
thing you learn here,no one
can take from you.”
Therefore he urged that he
is looking forward to great
development of the staff in
Barbados,because as he as-
serted, expansion requires
the development of people.

Additionally by way of
SCU,team members will be
capable of following their
career desires and dreams
in terms of engaging in the
Internal Cross Training
Programme. So according
to Williams, “a barman
could decide he wants to
train to become a bellman,”
and with other resorts
opened to them now as a re-
sult of the launch of SCU in
Barbados, team members
can train and move on to
other territories.

Having been in place for
the past two years,
Williams added in his in-
terview with the media that
Sandals Resorts
International sees the ben-
efits of SCU, not the cost to
the organisation.

Also, because of global
partnerships with other ed-
ucational institutions such
as Florida International
University and American
Hotel and Lodging
Educational Institute
(AHLEI) the team mem-
bers also can access courses
at these institutions at dis-
counted rates – “10 per cent
discount on tuition”.

With all courses under
SCU being conducted on
property,Williams stressed
that individuals will have
no problems trying to ad-
just their work hours to fit
their study time; and on
completion of courses as
well as Certification, each
participant will receive
Letters of Recommenda-
tion, which will tell any fu-
ture employer that the em-
ployee is highly trained and
qualified according to
Sandals Resort Interna-
tional’s SCU standards via
the Competency Skills
Assessment (COMPASS).
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Sandals University opens doors to Barbados team

 



WITH “very good”
ticket sales being
recorded so far, there
are more young faces
involved in Agrofest
2015 and a push for
more local produce
going into Agrofest
2016.

Word of such came from
the Chief Executive
Officer of the Barbados
Agricultural Society
(BAS), James Paul as he
made his way around the
exhibits on the last day of
Agrofest, Sunday.

Pleased to see new faces
and an increase in the
number of young ex-
hibitors at Agrofest 2015,
Paul disclosed that he has
plans for ensuring that in
2016, more local produce
is displayed.

He told the Barbados
Advocate, “We are seeing
young people coming in to
the agricultural sector.We
are getting young people
involved. As a matter of
fact, this year especially
evident in things like the

livestock shows where a
lot of the exhibitors are
young people who are
winning top prizes in the
livestock shows, so it is
telling you that we are
doing something positive
in terms of involving
those young people.

“The fruit and veg-
etable shows, they are
there, so what I am saying
is that we are getting
young people coming in. I
think we are on the right
road in terms of the fu-
ture of the sector.”

And with regard to
changes going forward, he
revealed, “I think we are
going to do something
next year that is a little
bit special, in terms of try-
ing to push more local
produce as much as possi-
ble.

“We should not only say
that we have local pro-
duce, I must see it in evi-
dence, and we are proba-
bly going to introduce
next year a means espe-
cially with the fruit and

vegetable products of try-
ing to only allow exhibi-
tion space for those per-
sons who will be selling
and supporting our local
farmers.That is one of the
things that we are going
to look at.”

Speaking to ticket sales

this year, as of Sunday
morning when inter-
viewed, he said,
“Saturday was very good
[ticket sales] and Friday
was also very good, so I
am hoping that based on
the initial reaction of
Saturday and Friday that

we will continue to have
ticket sales being very
good on the day [Sunday],
because we count on those
ticket sales to help to fi-
nance the expenses in re-
lation to Agrofest at the
same time.

It costs at least $900

000 a year. So we have to
be able to cover those ex-
penses and we get contri-
butions from the Ministry,
we get private sector and
of course, what would be
taken from the gates
would help to finance
that.” (KG)
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Sampling some of the local produce and making purchases were Minister of Agriculture, Food,
Fisheries and Water Resource Management, David Estwick (second left), his wife Margaret and the
Minister of Housing, Lands and Rural Development, Denis Kellman.
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expanded to include
more complementary ther-
apies and it was a ‘comple-
mentary health day’… and
then last year, we wanted
to broaden the focus even
more to focus on all sorts of
things related to the health
of mind, body and spirit
and that’s when we de-
cided to rebrand it as the
Holistic Health Fair, and
it’s our second year under
this new brand and we’re
very excited about it,” she
noted.

According to Hurley-
Hall, the event, which was
a one-day fair this year,
also featured products re-
lated to health and well-
being, and offered talks
and demonstrations that
ran throughout the day for
those who were interested.

“I think Barbadians are
interested in health and
they are interested in com-
plementary health, and
they are taking responsi-
bility for their own health
and reiki and many of the
other therapies offered
today can help them to do
that,” she noted.

Continuing, she ex-
plained, “Reiki is a light

touch hands on therapy. It
originated in Japan [but]
it moved to the West in the
1930s. It has been prac-
ticed in Barbados since the
late 1980s. In fact, one of
the earliest people that we

know practised reiki is a
member of our associa-
tion.”

As explained by Hurley-
Hall,Reiki is a complemen-
tary therapy that can work
with many other things,

however, she stressed that
it was important to con-
tinue to take your medica-
tion.

“It works with other
things, it doesn’t do any
harm to anybody, so you

can do your massage and
you can do Reiki, you can
do whatever you have to
do.We always say that you
are working with the ther-
apies, we are not diagnos-
ing. We are saying, here is

something that can offer
you healing on many lev-
els, so take out of it what
you will, [but] don’t stop
whatever you do,don’t stop
taking your medicine,” she
stated.

More young
exhibitors at
Agrofest 

President of the Barbados Reiki Association,
Sharon Hurley-Hall.

Therapy to work in conjunction with other things

Here, Dr. Dean Maughan, Doctor of Chinese Medicine, performs a tuina mas-
sage for one client.
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THE Caribbean
Development Bank
(CDB) is suggesting
that labour market re-
forms including in-
creasing flexibility
and freedom of move-
ment across the re-
gion would help to
promote sustainable
growth and address
the unemployment
issue in the region,
but the President of
the Bank, Dr. Warren
Smith admits that
achieving such move-
ment could be a chal-
lenge.

“It would be nice where
you have countries in the
region with very tight
labour markets and
countries with labour
markets where you have
a lot of slack, that people
would move from the
labour markets that are
tight to those where you
have slack. That is the
ideal, the economic ideal,
[but] in practice, politics
is what obtains and we

don’t get the optimal so-
lution,” the CDB presi-
dent recently explained
to The Barbados
Advocate.

Dr. Smith, reiterating
that such movement of
labour is the “economic
ideal”, pointed out that
there however remains
the concern and fear
among countries that
immigrant labour will
take away jobs from lo-
cals. While acknowledg-
ing the concern, he 
explained that from 
observation, it appears
that most immigrant
labour often go after
the jobs that locals 

are not interested in
doing. With that in mind,
he lauded the efforts
made at the level of
CARICOM to allow the
relatively free movement
of skilled labour, con-
tending that this must
be encouraged.

“…We must do more
that. But we also need to
address the issue of

sticking to the spirit of
the CARICOM agree-
ment in relation to the
Single Market and
Economy and be bold
enough to take that step
of having free movement
across the regional eco-
nomic space.”

Dr. Smith also noted
that people across the 
region will  need to 
move more in the direc-
tion of the usage of infor-
mation communication
technology and recognise
that it is a vehicle that
can broaden their em-
ployment opportunities
beyond the shores of
their respective coun-
tries, to the wider region
and beyond. Noting that
there are already a num-
ber of young people who
are very adept at that
technology and are work-
ing in precisely that way,
he said steps have to be
taken now to get more
persons to embrace this,
as it is “the wave of the
future”. (JRT)

PERSONS in the
University of the West
Indies (UWI), Cave Hill
Campus are conducting
research in the area of
renewable energy and
how Barbados and the
wider region can capital-
ize on this sector.

This is according to
Lecturer in Clean
Energy Systems in the
Faculty of Science and
Technology at UWI, Dr.
Thomas Rogers who
spoke to the Barbados
Advocate before the dia-
logue with stakeholders
in the Renewable Energy
Sector at the Shell Suite
recently.

He stated that the rise
in solar photovoltaic
(PV) systems in this is-
land shows that we have
the capacity to build on
clean energy.

“Absolutely yes, we are
already doing a lot. The
rise in solar PV in just a
short space of time that
shows there is a possibil-
ity to increase the solar

capacity and the
University is doing its
best as far as the re-
search and development
for renewable energy is
concerned.”

Rogers said that the
research personnel in-
clude international ex-
perts coming and teach-
ing in their MSc pro-
gramme and one of these
professors spoke to the
issue last November on
the possibility of this is-
land becoming 100 per
cent renewable and hav-
ing cheaper electricity
bills, which is possible
and how they go about
this would be one of the
challenges that they
would need to address in
their research.

“So the research that
we are involved with is
trying to figure out what
are the ways, what are
the different technolo-
gies that we use and
whether we use a lot of
wind, a lot of solar, bio-
mass. There are plenty of

renewable energy op-
tions, but which are the
right ones for Barbados.”

They also have stu-
dents who are studying
clean energy at the MSc
and PhD levels who are
doing research in this
area, the former of which
have to do a final project
and some of these stu-
dents go on to do their
PhDs, where they engage
in more research. “So
there is a lot of work
going on as far as re-
search and development
in the University.”

They are also working
on the Capacity for
Innovation (CAP
4INNO) Project, a bene-
fit of which is to try to
work with their stake-
holders to make sure
that their research and
development leads to
something productive
after it has been com-
pleted, whether this be
commercialization or to
helping the Barbadian
society, he stated. (PJT)

Free movement across
region discussed

UWI doing research in
renewable energy
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By Ashlee Cox

BARBADIANS have
been given words of
wisdom from one of
Barbados’ newest cen-
tenarians, Maizel
‘Mazie’ Williams, as the
Bank Hall New
Testament Church of
God, held a special cel-
ebratory birthday
service for the lovely
lady, who actually cel-
ebrated her 100 birth-
day on Friday.

According to Maizie, it
is important to not only
‘do good’ but also learn to
be humble and walk with
God.

The rather lively hon-
ouree,as she delivered her
response to the many trib-
utes and good wishes, ex-
plained that she had
never expected to have
lived for as long as she
has, and praised God for
his miracle.

“I never expected to live
this long. It is not Maizie
that do it, it is God. I al-
ways wondered why I
lived so long, but long life
is to those who do good
and all I know in my life
growing up that I did
good. I was an obedient
child, not like the children
today!” she noted.

Lamenting the fact that
many of the young per-

sons today, lacked man-
ners and discipline, she
explained that that kind
of behaviour was in no
way good and encouraged
the Youth to get back to
God.

“ When you train up the
child in the way he should
go, it should keep with
them until old age and I
am a humble old aged
lady right where I am. I
thank you all for coming, I
thank you all for what you
have done for me. I thank
you all- I never expected it
to be like this, but I
worked hard, these hands
worked hard!” she pro-
claimed.

Stressing the impor-
tance of loving God, she
cautioned the congrega-
tion that God was not in-
terested in their Church
clothes, but what was in
their hearts, and thus
they should to come to
Church to praise Him and
give Him thanks as he
was indeed worthy.

“Learn to love God, put
your life in his hands and
when you go to work,don’t
get on foolish; humble
yourself and the Lord
would draw near you.
Humble yourself to walk
with God,He will not walk
with the proud, nor the
scornful; humble yourself
to walk with God, may
God bless you,” she stated.
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ONE of the major security
concerns for the Barbados
Port is the tampering of
seals on containers.

Manager of Security
Services Anthony Benn
pointed out that in carry-
ing out their daily opera-
tions, some officers had
found evidence that secu-
rity seals had been tam-
pered with and, in re-
sponse, security personnel
would be trained fully in
how to recognise signs of
this.

“The major issue with
container security is that
people tamper with the se-

curity mechanism which
secures them. There is a
particular seal that is a
specially designed lock
that people tamper with.
You have to be sharp in
terms of your inspection to
ensure that the seal that it
was secured with at the
point of origin, is the seal
that you receive it with
and not in terms only of
numbers.All of them have
a unique number, but
we’ve seen instances in the
past where those numbers
have been replicated, so
the seal looks the same.
There are some things

that we look for to ensure
the integrity of the seal,”
Benn explained, while not
giving any indication as to
how often this has hap-
pened in the past.

Admitting that officers
were still discovering ille-
gal drugs in containers,he
said that this was in spite
of some persons using “in-
genious” ways to hide
these.

“We have a good success
rate in using our tech-
niques to discover
them…The ways some
people are using to smug-
gle drugs are evolving

every day, but we are try-
ing to stay ahead of the
game,” Benn stated.

He made the comments
during an interview with
the media earlier this
week during a workshop
put on by the
International American
Drug Abuse Control
Commission (CICAD) at
the Port. Saying that the
workshop focused on con-
tainer and supply chain se-
curity, he stated that this
was an area of concern for
ports around the world in
trying “to stay ahead of the
game”. (JMB)

ALL countries need effec-
tive crime prevention and
criminal justice systems
that adhere to due process
and guarantees of fair
trial.

Stressing that more
must be done to safeguard
sustainable development
through effective crime
prevention and the pro-
motion of human rights,
UN Deputy Secretary-
General Jan Eliasson has
called for a “holistic ap-
proach” to deal with
crime.

“As we move forward
with our plans for trans-
formative sustainable de-
velopment, we must ac-
knowledge the debilitat-
ing and destabilizing ef-
fects of crime and vio-
lence.”

“Insecurity corruption
and crime impede access
to health, education and
other basic services. They
undermine trade and com-
mercial relations, job op-
portunities and the pro-
tection of property.All this
harms individuals and
damages societies. A
deeply worrying trend is
the growing relationship
between organised crime
and terrorism,” he high-
lighted during the
Integrating Crime
Prevention and Criminal
Justice in the Post-2015
Development Agenda.

United Nations Office
On Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) Executive
Director, Yury Fedotov
stressed that reducing
crime and violence and en-

suring the rule of law are
manifestly important to
the everyday lives of peo-
ple - to protect the vulner-
able from exploitation,
stop corruption from erod-
ing public services, and
free young people from the
downward spiral of
poverty, drugs, crime and
violence.

“As part of integrated
UN system efforts,
UNODC stands ready to
support implementation
of a transformative post-
2015 development agenda
that promotes health, se-
curity, justice and the rule
of law, while addressing
the factors that under-
mine them, namely crime,
drugs, terrorism and cor-
ruption.”

Such a response re-

quires comprehensive,
long-term crime preven-
tion strategies and estab-
lishing a culture of lawful-
ness. It relies on courts
that are efficient, effective
and accessible, and law
enforcement agencies that
keep communities safe
from crime and violence,
while protecting the rights
of people,” he insisted.

“It depends on criminal
justice systems that assist
and protect victims and
witnesses of crime; that
recognize the special
needs of women and chil-
dren; and that offer alter-
natives to incarceration
and promote social reinte-
gration, which can also
help to counter the appeal
of violent extremism.”
(TL)

PRELIMINARY
Inquiries (PS) raises con-
cerns about human
rights, says Chief Justice
Sir Marston Gibson, who
has again called for an
end to this aspect of the
Laws of Barbados.

He was speaking re-
cently on the relevance of
Magna Carta on human
rights issues at a lecture
which he delivered at the
Law Lecture Theatre,
University of the West
Indies Cave Hill
Campus.

The lecture was one in
several throughout the
region which form part of
worldwide commemora-
tion this year of the
800th anniversary of the

sealing of the Magna
Carta between King John
of England and 25
barons.

Sir Marston implied
that the Magna Carta,
which among other
things, addressed the
issue of swift justice, can
in some ways, be seen to
have implications on as-
pects of the modern judi-
ciary. He noted that while
“we don’t think of the
abolition of Preliminary
Inquiries (Pis) in Magna
Carta terms, if we can
abolish PIs then it means
that the Chief
Magistrate does not have
to sit and go through the
evidence of 12 witnesses
to see whether are not

there is a prima facie
case to be tried in court”.

He made the point that
where PIs became a
Human Rights question
“is that in a lot of those
cases the people who are
the subject to the PIs are
in prison on remand, and
it means that you’ve got
people who are there for
whom there has never
been a trial. No decision
on innocence or guilt but
they are still there”.

On previous occasions,
Sir Marston has shared
his convictions that Pis
does not serve the coun-
try well and that we re-
ally needed to get rid of
it. He had stated that
under existing laws, peo-

ple charged with felonies
must first face an inquiry
in the Magistrate’s Court
to determine whether
there was enough evi-
dence for the matter to
be heard by a judge in a
High Court. He went on
to explain that once that
process was started, until
its conclusion, the law
dictated that the accused
felon must be remanded
and the magistrate “can-
not give bail”. As a result
of this law, “people sit in
prison for many years be-
cause the preliminary in-
quiry system grinds on
and on.” He said that
favours a system where
the case goes directly to
the High Court. (RS)

Learn to love
and walk with
God

Magna Carta on human rights

Cutting crime important to
sustainable development

Barbados Port Authority
security concerns

Here, Honouree Maizie Williams, gives thanks to
God as she is surrounded by Family and friends.
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THE Queen Elizabeth
Hospital (QEH) has
been able to raise more
than $6 million in fi-
nancial contributions,
grants and services fol-
lowing the launch of its
Equipment Prospectus
in 2012; and in the sec-
ond wave of the
Prospectus, Chief
Executive Officer, Dr.
Dexter James, says
they hope to raise be-
tween $6 million to $8
million over the next
three-year period.

He made the comments
to the media after the offi-
cial launch of the hospital
board’s Equipment
Prospectus II entitled
‘Selma’, at the Hilton
Barbados on Friday morn-
ing, as he noted that the
contributions came from
former patients, residents,
non-residents, corpora-
tions, non-governmental
organisations as well as
the Diaspora.

He explained that the
initiative is intended to
help raise funds to com-
plement those provided by
the Government to meet
the urgent and emergent
needs of the hospital. As
such, he said they are
looking at equipment that
has come to end of its use-
ful life and those pieces
which will soon have to be
replaced. James said the
intention is to provide
equipment that tran-
scends all the areas of the
hospital.

“So we have included
items such as vital sign
monitors, cardiac moni-
tors, ventilators, laparo-
scopic equipment, equip-
ment for treating prostate
cancer and the like. The
prospectus that has been
distributed today will be
online and prospective
donors can go on our web-
site see which ones you
would like to make a dona-
tion to in part or in full,
and then advice the hospi-
tal,” he said.

Earlier during his pres-
entation, Dr. James ex-
plained that ophthalmol-
ogy, radiotherapy, medi-
cine and surgery are all
clinical services where
building the equipment
stock is integral to the re-
capitalisation of the hospi-
tal’s programme.

“Obsolescence and mal-
function of major life sav-
ing and other equipment
have driven the need for
their replacement, partic-
ularly in the surgical and
diagnostic areas.
Advancement in medical
training and innovation in
medical treatment have
been the other drivers….
The development of an
Information and
Communications
Technology platform will
lay the foundation for the
further expansion of
telemedicine solutions in
radiology and ophthalmol-
ogy as well as support ex-
isting installations for dis-
pensing pharmaceuticals

and patient safety,” he
said.

The CEO’s remarks
came as he disclosed that
the hospital is also to ben-
efit soon from the roll-out
of the National Health
Information Management
System dubbed ‘Med
Data’, which he explained
is intended to allow for
better patient manage-
ment and facilitate the
seamless movement of pa-
tients across the continu-
ity of care. He further ex-
plained that the system
will allow for patient in-
formation to be accessible

under one national health
information system.

“We understand that
these strategy initiatives
cannot all be met by the
Government, and as such,
our Board will continue to
embrace philanthropy and
Public-Private
Partnerships as a viable
approach to raising capital
funds,” he said.

With that in mind, he
explained that under the
Income Tax Act, the QEH
is defined as an Exempt
Charity, such that every
donation that is made to
the hospital is exempt for

tax purposes. To that end,
he said that every citizen
of Barbados has a stake in
the hospital and the care it
can provide, and so he is
urging everyone to come
on board as the hospital’s
management seeks to sus-
tain and improve the qual-
ity of services provided by
the tertiary care facility.

He added that in an ef-
fort to assure donors that
those funds will not be
utilised to meet operating
expenses, a separate
Capital Sinking Fund ac-
count was previously es-
tablished and remains

available to receive those
funds.

Among the urgent
equipment needs identi-
fied in the Prospectus are
24 vital signs monitors
valued at US $3000 each;
20 cardiac monitors at a
cost of US $17,000 each;
eight anaesthetic machine
for $95,000 each and nine
surgical lamps at a cost of
$35,000. Other equipment
needs include 30 infu-
sion/syringe pumps val-
ued at US $9000 each and
four ultrasound machines
for US $80,000 each,
among many others. (JRT)

THE Queen Elizabeth
Hospital (QEH) has
human capacity in virtu-
ally all areas of medicine,
but is in need of some key
pieces of specialised equip-
ment.

Chief Executive Officer
of the QEH, Dr. Dexter
James explained that with
the exception of paediatric
cardiology and a few neu-
rosurgical cases, the hospi-
tal has not had to transfer
many patients overseas
for treatment. His com-
ments came during his
presentation to those at-
tending the launch of the
hospital board’s
Equipment Prospectus II,
which has been dubbed
‘Selma’, named in honour
of retired Consultant

Paediatric Surgeon Ms
Selma Jackman, at the
Hilton Barbados on
Friday. The Prospectus,
Dr. James said, is a spe-
cial purpose vehicle for at-
tracting donations for the
purchase of medical and
other equipment for the
hospital.

“If we have the capacity
and we don’t have the re-
sources to translate capac-
ity into patient care, then
we have wasted human
assets in the system and
one of the things that
Barbados could least af-
ford and by extension the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
is to have wasted human
assets in the system when
we could do much more
with what we have,” he

said.
He made the point as he

disclosed that recent quo-
tations obtain by the QEH
from overseas hospitals to
treat a patient who had an
aneurysm ranged, from
US $176,000 to $865,000.
Noting that there was a
wide disparity in the cost
of that treatment, he said
that had the equipment
been available at the
QEH, with two neurosur-
geons on staff, there would
have been no need to send
that patient overseas.

“This is a situation
where we have the human
resources capacity, but at
times are severely chal-
lenged by not having the
appropriate technology to
take care of those pa-

tients,” he lamented.
Adding to the CEO’s

comments, Head of
Accident and Emergency,
Dr. Chaynie Williams,
making a call for persons
to donate to the hospital,
noted that as the only 24-
hour emergency depart-
ment attached to a terti-
ary level hospital, they do
not have the luxury of di-
verting patients when
they reach full capacity.
She explained that the fa-
cility though performing
admirably under those
conditions is in need of ad-
ditional equipment to bet-
ter execute their tasks.

“We’ve maximised our
physical plant… We have
paediatric emergencies,
we see the elderly,we have

some pregnancy related
complaints we see, we do
major trauma resuscita-
tions, and we also are now
offering thrombolysis and
stroke [treatment] – spe-
cial medication to reverse
the onset of special cases
of acute stroke and that is
time sensitive, that re-
quires medication that is
quite expensive but obvi-
ously we would need the
bed space and the moni-
toring space to do so,” she
noted.

Dr. Williams noted that
while most emergency de-
partments should have 40
percent of their beds allo-
cated for monitoring, with
the Accident and
Emergency at the QEH
only having 24 beds and

four monitors in total, this
is difficult to achieve.

“So you would see when
you are going through
your prospectus some of
the things that are needed
on a general basis. We
would need a bed warmer
for our neonatal patients if
we do have patients who
are delivering on route to
hospital, we would venti-
lators, we would need
monitoring [and] we
would need an autoclave,
because we operate some-
times independently of the
central sterilising depart-
ment. So most of the
things you would see in
this prospectus would also
apply to the Emergency
Department,” she said.
(JRT)

Dr. James: Human resource capacity high

Chief Executive Officer of the QEH, Dr. Dexter James (left) along with members of the QEH Board,
Richard Kennedy and Shelley Weir at the Equipment Prospectus launch.

QEH in need
of equipment
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EFFECTIVE midnight, Sunday, March
1, the prices of all liquefied petroleum gas
cylinders decreased with reductions
ranging from $15.83 per 100 lbs. cylinder
to $3.17 per 20 lbs. cylinder.

The new retail price of the 100 lbs.
cylinder is $157.72, down from $173.55.
The 25 lbs. cylinder will now retail at

$44.53, down from $48.49 and the 22 lbs.
cylinder which formerly sold for $42.83 is
now priced at $39.35. The 20 lbs. cylin-
der’s new price is $35.77, reduced from
$38.94.

These adjustments in retail prices are
due solely to changes in the CIF of this
refined product.

Liquefied petroleum
gas prices drop

TWO more divisions of the Caribbean
Examinations Council (CXC) will take
up residence at the Council’s new
headquarters on Prince Road, Pine
Plantation, St. Michael.

They are scheduled to begin operat-
ing there from Tuesday, March 3.

The divisions are: The Registrar’s
Office, including Public Information
and Customer Services, and the
Examinations Administration and
Security Division.

As a result of the move, these divi-
sions will not be conducting any busi-
ness on Monday, March 2.

The telephone numbers for officers in
these divisions will, however, remain
the same. The PBX at CXC is 227-
1700.

The other divisions will continue to
operate from CXC’s location, Block A,
Garrison, St. Michael, but will be relo-
cating to the new Headquarters at a
later date.

More CXC Divisions moving
to new headquarters

THE University of the West Indies
(UWI), Cave Hill Campus will con-
tinue to have dialogue with stake-
holders in the renewable energy
sector to make sure that they are
all moving in the same direction
when it comes to its development.

This is coming from lecturer in Clean
Energy Systems in the Faculty of
Science and Technology at the
University of the West Indies (UWI),
Cave Hill Campus, Dr. Thomas Rogers,
who spoke to the Barbados Advocate
before the dialogue with stakeholders in

the Renewable Energy Sector at the
Shell Suite recently.

“Stay tuned. Hopefully, this is just the
start of something and we will be work-
ing hard to try to increase dialogue be-
tween the different stakeholders to
make sure that they are all pointing in
the right direction as far as cleaner
Barbados and a more energy secure
Barbados so that it doesn’t have to be
reliant on whether the oil prices are
going to go up and down.”

He said that a part of this dialogue
would be seeing how they can invest in

clean energy systems because if they
can do this, they do not have to be too
concerned about oil prices.

“If you have more clean energy sys-
tems, when you invest in clean energy,
you know that the price of your energy
is going to be fixed for the next 20, 25
years and for any industry, any entity,
university, Government office, enter-
prises, if you can tell them that their en-
ergy bill is going to be that constant for
the next 20, 25 years, that is a lot of risk
that they don’t have to worry about.”

The participants for the recently held

discussion were drawn from the finance
sector, who have a major part to play in
introducing renewable energy to the re-
gion; Barbados Renewable Energy
Association (BREA), who have already
done a lot of work lobbying for renew-
able energy at the different levels and
to represent organizations involved
with renewable energy and raising pub-
lic awareness in this area; enterprises
such as the Caribbean LED Lighting
Incorporated and tertiary institutions
such as the Barbados Community
College (BCC), added Dr. Rogers. (PJT)

Dialogue on renewable energy to continue

    



LAST week the Minister of Agriculture and Water
Resources Management, Dr. David Estwick, an-
nounced the imminent payment of the financial
support which the local cane farmers had been re-
questing from Government. The funds sourced
through the ANSA Merchant Bank would bring a
degree of satisfaction to the farmers, thereby
paving the way for the start of the 2015 cane har-
vest.

However, with the cane farmers having received
the support, those in the tourism industry having
had concessions, and support as well to the inter-
national business and financial services sector,
those in manufacturing should be licking their
chops that they must be next in line for
Government assistance.

The reasoning is simple. If everyone is benefit-
ing from the Government’s purse strings because
they have been able to put forward a strong case,
then why not extend the goodwill to the manufac-
turing and small business sectors which are de-
sirous of help just as the others have been.

It is noted that key players in manufacturing
and in the small business sector have been agitat-
ing for help and for many years.The first wants the
opportunity to provide more goods and services
where there is demand without the country hav-
ing to turn to importing them. They also want
support from subsidised products coming into the
country since they are unable to compete with
them. Indeed, one manufacturer was heard saying
recently it does not appear the authorities are
keen on giving protection against unfair competi-
tion.

It must also be noted that with respect to small
businesses, their major cry is for financing since
the majority of the financiers is not as supportive
as we all would wish.

This situation has been so for many years and
it is about time something is done to help them in
these pressing times of economic stresses and
strains.

While all of this is taking place, entrepreneurs
in both two areas of the national economy play
their part in a very significant ways. They do not
shirk from their responsibility in creating and
maintaining jobs, contributing to exports and the
earning of foreign exchange, and to overall eco-
nomic activity.

Barbados has reached the stage in its develop-
ment where it must have a fully diversified econ-
omy to earn the foreign exchange required to main-
tain the present standard of living. In the past, the
country existed on a single sector – that being
sugar – until it reached the stage where it could
no longer maintained the dominance it once had,
and for a variety of reasons which have repeatedly
been highlighted and discussed. Enter tourism
and that has been the saving face for the island.

However, there have been challenges with that
industry area. All of this is to suggest that a fully
diversified economy is what is necessary for
Barbados as it looks to recover from the economic
downturn.

Since the country is told repeatedly that foreign
exchange is the lifeblood of our economy, then it is
better to be earning adequate levels of it from as
many sources as possible rather than from two (or
even two and a half). Many of us do not know
when the next global recession will occur or how.
What is known is that Barbados has to be prepared
for it and a strong economy is required to keep the
country afloat once another downturn comes call-
ing.

Editorial

Barbados must
be prepared

ISHINOMAKI – Britain’s
Prince William stood atop
a hill in northeastern
Japan yesterday, and
stretched below him was
barren land known as the
“Bay of Destruction”,
which was swept by a
tsunami four years ago.

On the last leg of his
four-day visit to Japan,
William laid a bouquet
near a shrine gate that
overlooks the bay, to com-
memorate the victims. Of
the nearly 19 000 people
who died in the March
2011 earthquake and
tsunami, nearly 3 300
were residents of the
coastal town of
Ishinomaki. About 22 000
lost their homes.

The tragedy of
Ishinomaki has been re-
peated across the shore-
line, where communities
are still trying to rebuild,
mourning lost lives and
worried about the future,
as the younger generation
leaves in droves.
Thousands of people are
still living in temporary
housing, and many are de-
pendent on aid for food
and clothing.

William,who earlier vis-
ited more lively and mod-
ern spots in Tokyo, had in-

sisted that his first-ever
trip to Japan include the
tsunami-stricken region.

Teruko Sekiguchi, a 42-
year-old housewife and
Ishinomaki resident,
waited for the prince’s ar-
rival on top of the hill in
the cold rain for more than
an hour. She said she was
touched that he would
come all the way out to the
disaster region.

“He is gorgeous.You can
feel his kindness,” she
said.

When the tsunami hit,
Sekiguchi fled to a nearby
junior high school and
waited for a week, feeling
miserable, not even know-
ing whether her husband,
a schoolteacher, had sur-
vived. When he finally
came to find her, she was
so overjoyed she just cried
and couldn’t even walk to-
ward him, she recalled.

Although the area below
the hill, previously filled
with small homes, has
been cleaned of debris, no
one will live there again.
Plans are still being stud-
ied to turn it into a park.

“It’s like the area has
been finally cleaned up
enough into a white can-
vas so we can start paint-
ing on it,” said Kimio Abe,

76, who heads a company
that installs heating and
air conditioning units.

Abe was also among the
crowd of about 80 people
waiting on the hilltop for
the prince. Abe’s home,
near the hill, was half de-
stroyed by the tsunami,
but he fixed it and still
lives in one room with his
wife.

Earlier in the day,
William visited a local
newspaper that had pro-
duced hand-written
newsletters right after the
tsunami to keep commu-
nication going.

William wanted to know
what the journalists had
done, what the rescue op-
eration was like, as well as
the personal background
of Hiroyuki Takeuchi, a
journalist, now retired, at
the Ishinomaki Hibi news-
paper, who gave him a
guide of the newsroom.

“It remains with you for-
ever,” William told
Takeuchi. “You remember
where you were. It must
have been unbelievably
terrifying for you and all
the others.”

After the visit,Takeuchi
said he was moved by the
intense interest William
had shown in the region’s

plight. “I am happy and I
am honoured,” he said.

William also met
Shinichi and Ryoko Endo,
who lost their three chil-
dren, Hana, Kana and
Kanta, all of them under
12. Endo, a carpenter
working on the reconstruc-
tion of the area, gave
William a wooden charm
made of tsunami rubble.

William later went to
another tsunami-hit
coastal town, Onagawa,
where he was welcomed by
a traditional lion dance to
the cheerful music of
wooden flutes and drums.

At a humble shopping
area that sold local goods
by storekeepers trying to
turn their lives around, he
rang a bell that had sur-
vived the tsunami, called
the “Chime of Hope.”

“His visit will not only
provide a much-needed
boost in morale for the
people living in the region,
but also reassurance that
their plight has not been
forgotten,” said Akemi
Solloway, founder of
London-based Aid for
Japan, which supports
tsunami orphans.

William returned by bul-
let train to Tokyo, where
he later left for Beijing.

WASHINGTON – The
next deadline to avoid a
Homeland Security
Department shutdown is
days away, with no clear
sign a deal is close at hand.

House Speaker John
Boehner and his lieu-
tenants, stung by a conser-
vative rebellion last week,
pressed ahead yesterday
with a strategy based on
opening formal negotia-
tions with the Senate on a
compromise.

That’s been a non-starter
for Senate Democrats, the
minority party but with
enough numbers to stand
their ground and insist on
funding the agency
through September with-
out acceding to House
Republican demands to roll
back Obama’s immigration
policies.

Senate Minority Leader

Harry Reid and fellow
Democrats have little in-
centive to give Republican
leaders what they want.
Democrats risk losing bar-
gaining power and getting
a bill they don’t support
that much closer to the
president’s desk.

“This has been the cus-
tom of the Senate and the
House of Representatives
for almost 200 years,”
Boehner said. “We want to
get a conference with the
Senate.”

Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy, the No.2 House
Republican, said the best
thing for the country is for
the two sides to sit down to-
gether.

“I will tell you from the
majority leader of the
House, I will be in that
room and I will help solve
that problem,” the

California Republican said.
“All we need is Harry Reid
to say the same thing and
this can all go away and be
solved.”

Drew Hammill, a
spokesman for House
Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi, said GOP leaders
were doing their best to
shift the blame for “their
dangerous internal chaos”
when they should be tak-
ing up a bill to fully fund
the agency.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-Calif., said she doesn’t
envision Senate Democrats
allowing the immigration
language to be part of the
spending bill because they
support a so-called clean
bill – one focused exclu-
sively on funding for the
department.

"We want a clean bill.We
have passed, taken votes

on a clean bill. It’s well
known,” Feinstein said.
“And, I see nothing else
happening, other than a
clean bill.”

An agreement allowed a
one-week spending bill to
pass only hours before a
threatened shutdown
Friday, and President
Barack Obama quickly
sign it. But that followed a
stunning defeat of a three-
week spending bill that
Boehner supported.

The deal that led to the
one-week funding of the
agency required Pelosi’s
support. She assured fel-
low Democrats that the
last-minute vote would
clear the way to take up
this coming week a full-
year spending bill – with-
out the language rolling
back Obama’s immigration
policies.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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No clear signs of deal to fund
Homeland Security Department
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MATTHEW Farley, the
former principal of the
Graydon Sealy
Secondary School, for-
merly known as
Garrison Secondary
was a man who was
committed to ensuring
that the young people
of this nation devel-
oped into holistic
adults.

This was the consensus
coming from two persons
who would have inter-
acted with him under the
Barbados Union of
Teachers (BUT) and other
organisations.

Speaking at Farley’s of-
ficial Retirement
Celebration Dinner in
Farley’s honour at the
Hilton Barbados on
Saturday night, one of
these persons, Minister of
Education, Science,
Technology and
Innovation, Ronald Jones
described the former prin-
cipal as a man who truly
understood the meaning
of the word passion.

He was also “an intense
person highly committed
to a set of ideals” and well
organised as he discovered
during union meetings
where Farley would al-
ways have the minutes of
the meetings which were
“always well prepared”
and he was always willing
to engage in discussions
at these meetings.
Therefore, when he
salutes Farley, he “salutes
excellence.”

He was also a man who
did not like conflict and
was able to help students

resolve issues amicably
and as a result, from the
Ministry’s point of view,
Jones knew he could trust
him as it is not the
Ministry’s job to micro-
manage the schools.

Jones acknowledged
that not everyone would
have loved and agreed
with Farley’s style, but he
praised the educator for
knowing the laws and re-
maining within the
boundaries of those laws
at all times.

Principal of the
Parkinson Secondary
School, Jeffrey Broomes
agreed,stating the regard-
less of how much criticism
Farley may have gotten,
he stuck by his ideals such
as the case with the length
of the skirts of the female
students at Graydon.

He said that what those
looking in from the out-
side may not have realised
is that there was a com-
mittee headed up by him,
Farley and former princi-
pal of the St. Michael
School, Shelton Perkins
where they decided on cer-
tain rules including the
skirt lengths of female stu-
dents.

Therefore, the criticism
that Farley received dur-
ing that time was “unfair.”
Broomes reassured him
though that the majority
of his colleagues stood by
him on that particular
issue and he told Farley
that he had nothing but
respect for him for stand-
ing by his decision. “I will
always respect someone
who had a vision.” (PJT)
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Committed to
youth

Member of the Event Management Team, Cassandra
Edghill (right) pinning a boutonniere on former prin-
cipal of the Graydon Sealy Secondary School,
Matthew Farley (left) at his official Retirement
Celebration Dinner at the Hilton Saturday night.
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IT was his calling in
life to not only be an
educator, but to also be
a Principal.

These were the senti-
ments expressed by mem-
bers of Matthew Farley’s
biological and spiritual
families at his official
Retirement Celebration
Dinner at the Hilton
Barbados on Saturday
night.

His sister and fellow ed-
ucator, Dr. Patricia Saul
said that as a young child,
Matthew came home and
told their mother that he
wanted to be a “headmas-
ter like Mr. Reifer” and
therefore, it came as no
surprise that he would
achieve certain mile-
stones in his career such
as being one of the few
persons who moved from
being a principal in the
primary school system to
being a principal in the
secondary school system.

Throughout his career,
he always believed in the
development of the
“whole student” and as a
result, he not only en-
sured that these students
developed academic
skills, but also the soft

skills such as honesty and
sportsmanship as he
recognised that these
skills would play a critical
role in helping these stu-
dents to be the best that
they can be.

Matthew was also
someone who “never
flinched or cowered in the
face of challenges” as it
was this character that
not only made him a suc-
cessful teacher and later
on principal, but also
someone dedicated to his
family which was why
their late mother, dubbed
his as the “ambassador
for the family.”

Pastor Senator David
Durant who served on the
Board of the Graydon
Sealy Secondary School
described Farley as some-
one who had a strong im-
pact on the “human capi-
tal of this nation.”

He was also a “man for
all seasons” who “re-
mained resolute” and
stood solidly by all of the
decisions that he made at
Board meetings because
he knew that all of the de-
cisions that he made were
done in the best interest
of the students and staff.

Farley also strongly be-
lieved in and was dedi-
cated to helping all of the
students who passed
through the gates of
Graydon to become “de-

velop good character and
citizenship.”

Durant, who is also the
Co-Founder of
Restoration Ministries
International, the church

which Farley, his wife and
three daughters attend,
advised the former princi-
pal that as they “celebrate
the rich heritage” that he
has left in his 40 plus

years in education, to not
see this as an end of
something, but a begin-
ning of something new in
his life as he can now pur-
sue other goals. (PJT)

Farley’s calling
to be principal

Head of Department, General Studies at the Graydon Sealy Secondary School, Captain Lincoln Springer (left)
presenting Farley with a token of appreciation on behalf of their Department.

Minister of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation, Ronald Jones (right)
and MC for the night, Denise Charles (left) in the raising of toasts to Matthew
Farley.

Harriette Harewood, Board of Management (left) presenting Matthew Farley with
a gift on behalf of the Board at his official Retirement Celebration Dinner at the
Hilton Barbados on Saturday night.
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad  – The hus-
band of slain televi-
sion journalist Marcia
Henville, who was
charged with murder
late Saturday, is
scheduled to appear in
court on Monday.

Sheldon Henville was
slapped with the charge
after investigators con-
sulted with Director of
Public Prosecutions,
Roger Gaspard.

Marcia, 51, the host of
TV6’s Point Blank, was
killed on the morning of
January 23 at her home
in St Augustine. She was
stabbed several times all
over her body and 
the bedroom of the 
townhome was set on
fire.

Following Marcia’s
murder, Sheldon, 40, was
admitted to hospital
where he was being
treated for burns he sus-
tained.

Last Tuesday, he was
released into the custody
of the police who ques-
tioned him about the in-
cident.

Marcia who was born
and raised in Notting
Hill, West London,

worked at various media
houses here before 
hosting her own show
“Point Blank” that show-

cased the lives of 
people in depressed 
areas in Trinidad and
Tobago.

DENVER, US – A com-
munications and market-
ing firm here says it is
ready to provide services
to the “newly-minted”
Jamaican cannabis mar-
ket.

Cannabis Global
Initiative (CGI) says it is
now offering a “full suite
of services” to assist com-
panies wanting to be
among the first to do
legal cannabis business
in the Caribbean, and
has opened a second of-
fice in Jamaica’s capital –
Kingston.

“We work with busi-
nesses, municipalities,
policymakers, and other
cannabis-related entities
in local, national, and in-
ternational markets,”
CGI said.

“Our team is highly
specialised in all aspects
of cannabis and have ex-
pert inside knowledge
and experience on the

regulatory framework
which can be customised
for most municipalities,”
it added.

Since 2009, CGI said it
has worked to bring reg-
ulation, decriminalisa-
tion and retail sales to
Colorado, and has been
“at the forefront of creat-
ing the laws and regula-
tion surrounding medici-
nal, edible and now legal
cannabis”.

“With the opening of its
second office and CGI’s
longstanding relation-
ships with the Jamaican
Government, policy
stakeholders and the
growing community, CGI
is prepared to advise
companies with placing
their products and/or
services in the first
Caribbean country to le-
galise marijuana for me-
dicinal use,” the state-
ment said.

TessMaria Leon,

Director of Client
Services for CGI’s
Caribbean team, heads
CGI’s Kingston office.

“We’ve created a robust
offering to ensure the
best companies are being
represented and posi-
tioned correctly to do
business in the
Caribbean,” said CGI
President Wanda James.

Last month, the
Jamaican Parliament
gave the green light to
the amendments of the
Dangerous Drugs Act to
make possession of two
ounces or less of mari-
juana a non-arrestable,
ticketable offence that at-
tracts no criminal record.

The Bill also provides
for the creation of a
Cannabis Licensing
Authority, which will be
responsible for develop-
ing the regulations gov-
erning the medical mari-
juana industry.

Husband of slain
journalist charged
with murder in T&T

Slain television journalist Marcia Henville

US firm offers to help
Jamaican cannabis market

      



ST. LUCIA’S Prime Minister
Doctor Kenny Anthony has ex-
pressed optimism about plans
by the regional airline, LIAT, to
streamline operations to cut
costs and become more efficient.

“The changes do provide a
basis for optimism. I think some
courage is finally being applied
to deal with the situation with
LIAT,”Anthony told the Times.

The airline recently an-
nounced plans to cut 180 jobs
across the region, dispose of its

Dash 8 fleet and reduce the
number of aircraft based in
Antigua.

The plans are aimed putting
more capacity into Barbados
with two additional aircraft
from the end of October 2015,
resulting in fewer flights out of
Antigua.

“Obviously it is not going to
be easy for the government and
people of Antigua, but they have
to understand that governments
cannot continue to pump money

year after year into LIAT, de-
spite the carrier’s losses,” Prime
Minister Anthony remarked.

H said he believed that Liat’s
shareholder governments have
understood that the time has
come to take “dramatic action” to
deal in a deliberate way with
the problems of the carrier.

“Caribbean people need LIAT
badly,”Anthony asserted,adding
that decisive action was neces-
sary to restore the loss-making
airline to viability.

WASHINGTON  – The Pan
American Health
Organization (PAHO) has
joined a collaborative effort
led by the United States
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) that
seeks to eliminate indige-
nous cases of malaria on the
island of Hispaniola, which
comprises Haiti and the
Dominican Republic,by 2020.

The Haiti Malaria Elimination
Consortium (HaMEC), an-
nounced by the CDC Foundation
on Wednesday, will accelerate
malaria elimination efforts be-

ginning with a US $29.9 million
grant from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation.

PAHO said Hispaniola is the
only remaining island in the
Caribbean where malaria is en-
demic.

In Haiti,where the majority of

Hispaniola’s malaria cases occur,
there were more than 20,000 con-
firmed cases in 2013,PAHO said.

“We laud this expression of sol-
idarity with efforts to eliminate
malaria from the only two coun-
tries in the Caribbean where
transmission still exists,” said

Keith Carter,PAHO senior advi-
sor on malaria and other com-
municable diseases.

“We are heartened that the
project can also catalyze elimi-
nation of lymphatic filariasis,an-
other vector-borne disease, from
the island,” he added.
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St. Lucia’s Prime Minister
Doctor Kenny Anthony

PAHO said Hispaniola is the only remaining island in the Caribbean where malaria is endemic.
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showers.

CARACAS, Venezuela –
Venezuela will shrink the size of
the U.S. Embassy staff, limit the
activities of U.S. diplomats and
require American citizens to
apply for visas if they want to
come bask on the beach.

Speaking before a crowd that
rallied to protest imperialism,
President Nicolas Maduro said
Saturday that “gringo”meddling
had forced him to adopt the se-
ries of restrictive measures,
which include requiring U.S.
diplomats to seek approval from
the Foreign Ministry for meet-

ings they conduct here.
Maduro said he was imposing

the new tourist visa require-
ment for national security rea-
sons, saying that in recent days
authorities had detained several
U.S. citizens who he alleged
were involved in espionage, in-
cluding an American pilot.

The president and other offi-
cials gave no specific informa-
tion on any Americans in cus-
tody, and the U.S. Embassy did
not respond to a request for com-
ment. Earlier in the day,
Venezuela released four mis-

sionaries from North Dakota
who had been detained several
days ago for unknown reasons.
They were banned from coming
back for two years.

Relations between the two
countries have been rapidly de-
teriorating as Maduro blames
U.S. plotting for the host of eco-
nomic and social woes plaguing
the socialist-governed country.
He recently accused the U.S. of
working with local opposition
groups to stage a coup that in-
volved bombing the presidential
palace. Washington called the

accusation ludicrous.
The two countries have not ex-

changed ambassadors since
2010, but have continued to ex-
change diplomatic staff. On
Saturday, Maduro said the U.S.
has far more officials in
Venezuela than his government
has in the U.S.

Venezuela will charge
Americans the same tourist visa
fees that the U.S. charges
Venezuelans and it will require
payment in dollars, which are
increasingly scarce in
Venezuela.Maduro said all com-

ers would be welcome, except for
a few selected U.S. officials, who
would be banned from the coun-
try, including former President
George W Bush and Republican
Sen. Marco Rubio of 
Florida.

The U.S. State Department
said it had not received any com-
munications from Venezuela
and couldn’t comment yet on the
new restrictions, which come
after the U.S. recently imposed a
travel ban on a list of top
Venezuelan officials accused of
human rights violations.

A JAMAICAN woman on Friday
filed a civil suit in the Bahamas
Supreme Court, against senior
government officials.

The woman, who claimed that
she was raped by a Bahamian
immigration officer, is seeking
damages for battery, assault,
false imprisonment and the
breach of her constitutional
rights.

In the writ, the Attorney
General, Minister and Director
of Immigration, as well as the
Commissioner of Police, have
been accused of being liable for
the alleged unlawful conduct,
committed by police and immi-
gration officers in the incident.

In her claim, the woman de-
scribes a crowded and filthy de-
tention centre with menstruat-
ing females left to bleed out on
the floor; and no sanitary nap-
kins or washing facilities.

Immigration officer Norman
Bastian, who is facing rape
charges, was named as the fifth
defendant.

The matter is set for prelimi-
nary hearing in May and June.

The alleged incident occurred
in December when the woman
was detained and released after
an immigration raid on a bar
here.

It’s alleged that Bastian took
the woman to his house where
he raped her before releasing her
two days later.

Venezuela to shrink US Embassy staff, require tourist visas

PAHO
supports
effort 
– to eliminate
malaria in Haiti

St. Lucia PM expresses optimism
about LIAT’s plans to streamline

J’can woman
sues
Bahamian
government
officials



THE police say the four
men who were killed in
an early morning crash
yesterday along the

Braco main road in
Trelawny, Jamaica
were from the
Dominican Republic

and Spain.
However, their names

are yet to be released. It is
understood that the men

were all employed to the
Bahia Principe Hotel in St
Ann.

The Gleaner/Power
106 News Centre under-
stands that one of the men
was a manager at the hotel
and the other three electri-
cal engineers.

Investigators are still at
the scene piecing together
clues to identify the cause
of yesterday morning’s
crash, which happened at
about 4:30.

The Toyota Yaris motor
car, in which the men were
travelling, crashed into a
tractor trailer.

The men were, report-
edly, heading easterly to-
wards St Ann. The bodies
of the men had to be cut
from the wreckage. The
trailer driver, however, is
in stable condition in hos-
pital. It is also not clear if
there was anyone else in
the trailer.
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ST. LUCIA police say they
are investigating a scam
that resulted in at least
16 people from Nepal and
the Philippines falling
prey to an internet scam.

A member of the group,
Niranjan Neubana from
Nepal told reporters that
he had travelled to St
Lucia with dreams of ac-
quiring an education in
hospitality management
and a promise of a job in
the United States upon
completion of a one-year
course at an academy in
St. Lucia

Instead, he and his
group have been left

stranded at a guest house
in Gros Islet.

Members of the group
said they were lured there
by an agent in their
homeland with promises
of an education at
Lambirds Academy in
Gros Islet.

They said they each
paid US$13,000 to get
there, in addition to
US$9, 000 to an individ-
ual claiming to represent
Lambirds to secure their
place at the academy.

Members of the group
said they had mortgaged
land and borrowed money
in some instances to get to

St. Lucia, and were it not
for the kindness of owner
of the guest House they
would have been out on
the streets.

They said they arrived
on Wednesday and when
they showed up at
Lambirds Academy for
what was supposed to
have been registration for
their classes, they found
that the place was closed.

They said they were
later told by the Police
that they had been vic-
tims of a scam.

Owners of Lambirds
Academy could not be
reached for comment.

The mangled remains of a Toyota Yaris motorcar that met an accident in Trelawny, Jamaica yesterday
morning.

RIO DE JANEIRO –
Brazilian authorities said
Saturday they arrested a
self-professed minister put
on a U.S. most-wanted list
for allegedly molesting two
girls in a “Maidens Group”
at his religious fellowship
in rural Minnesota.

A statement posted on
the website of the Public
Security Secretariat for
the Rio Grande do Norte
state government reported
the arrest of Victor Arden
Barnard, 53. The U.S.
Marshals Service also con-
firmed the arrest in a
statement.

The Brazilian statement
said police captured
Barnard late Friday in an
apartment near a paradisi-
acal white-sand beach in
northeastern Brazil. He
was being held in the city
of Natal to await extradi-
tion to face charges in the
U.S.

Bernard, who faces 59
counts of criminal sexual
conduct, was on the most-
wanted list of the U.S.
Marshals Service.

According to a criminal
complaint in the U.S., two
women said they were
among about 10 girls and
young women who were
chosen to live apart from
their families in a camp
that Barnard set up near
Finlayson, Minnesota,
about 90 miles north of
Minneapolis.

One woman alleged
Barnard sexually abused
her beginning at age 13
and continuing until she
was 22.The other said her
abuse occurred between
ages 12 and 20.

Barnard allegedly kept
the girls isolated, and U.S.
authorities have said he
used religious coercion and
intimidation to maintain
his control over them,call-
ing it cult-like behavior.He
allegedly told one victim
she would remain a virgin
because he was a “man of
God,” according to a crimi-
nal complaint.

Investigators believe
Barnard abused other girls
but have been unable to
get others to come forward.
Most of the criminal counts
against him carry maxi-
mum sentences of 30 years
in prison.

Cindi Currie, who said
she had visited Barnard’s
River Road Fellowship re-
ligious camp in Minnesota
years ago and tried to per-
suade a friend to leave the
group, told the
Minneapolis Star Tribune
newspaper that she can’t
wait to see Barnard behind
bars.

“He has ruined more
lives.That man is the devil
incarnate,” she said. “I’m
just ready to cry. I’m so
glad they found him.”

Brazilian police inspec-
tor Paulo Henrique
Oliveira told the news por-
tal G1, the website of
Brazil’s biggest TV net-
work, that Barnard en-
tered the South American
country legally in 2012.

Authorities said
Barnard had been living
for at least six months at
the apartment where he
was arrested near Praia da
Pipa beach, about 1,300
miles (2,100 kilometers)
from Rio de Janeiro.

St. Lucia: Group from Nepal
and Philippines duped

Four killed in JA crash from Dom
Rep, Spain; employed to hotel

Brazil arrests US
sect leader wanted
on sex charges



WASHINGTON – For
President Barack
Obama, it’s a week to
invoke America’s civil
rights struggles from
past to present.

The nation’s first black
president plans a speech
Saturday from the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama, the site
of one of the movement’s
stirring moments,and will
refocus on last year’s fatal
shooting by a white police
officer of a black 18-year-
old in Ferguson, Missouri.

Recommendations were
expected Monday from the
president’s Task Force on
21st Century Policing, ap-
pointed after Michael
Brown’s death in August.
Attorney General Eric
Holder has said he expects
to announce results of his
department’s investiga-
tion of the case before he
leaves office, and that
word could come within
days.

Obama’s actions are an
important gesture toward
the black community,
which strongly backed
him in his two White
House races and will be
critical for Democrats in
the 2016 presidential cam-
paign and their efforts to
retake control of Congress.

Former President
George W. Bush and his
wife, Laura, also plan to
be at the Selma commem-
oration, and a large bipar-
tisan congressional dele-
gation planned to be a

part of a three-day civil
rights pilgrimage to the
state.

From the bridge on
March 7, 1965, white po-
lice officers beat civil
rights protesters in 1965.
Obama last visited the
bridge in 2007 when he
was a presidential candi-
date; this time he is bring-
ing his entire family.

“When I take Malia and
Sasha down with Michelle
next week,down to Selma,
part of what I’m hoping to
do is to remind them of
their own obligations.
Because there are going to
be marches for them to
march, and struggles for
them to fight,” Obama
said at a White House
event Thursday celebrat-
ing Black History Month.

The Rev. Raphael
Warnock, pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, where Martin
Luther King once
preached, said voting
rights and criminal justice
reform were the main top-
ics of a private meeting
Obama held with civil
rights leaders shortly his
public remarks.

“There was agreement
in the room that voting
rights is crucial, that it is
urgent and it ought to be a
non-partisan issue,”
Warnock said.

Warnock decried law-
makers for celebrating
Selma’s anniversary while
failing to restore the
Voting Rights Act. In

2013, the Supreme Court
struck down the section
that determines which
states and localities must
get Washington’s approval
for proposed election
changes.The requirement
was an effort to stop vot-
ing discrimination, mostly
in the South.Congress has
yet to come up with a new
formula.

“The worst assault on
voting rights since the
Voting Rights Act was
passed is happening right
now,” Warnock said. “You

can’t celebrate Selma and
sit on the reauthoriza-
tion.”

Warnock said Obama’s
presidency has been a liv-
ing tribute to the sacrifices
of the generation that
protested in Selma and
elsewhere to promote civil
rights. But he argued that
a recent discussion among
possible 2016 Republican
presidential candidates
over whether Obama
loves his country is one ex-
ample of how Obama’s
election has highlighted

continuing racism in
America.

“I think there are peo-
ple who still traffic in the
narrow ally of bigotry and
I think that there are
politicians who sell bigotry
as a means of elevating
their argument or a nar-
row partisan interest,”
Warnock said.

Obama’s meeting today
with the police task force
follows the three-month
deadline he set for recom-
mendations about how po-
lice can build trust, ac-

countability and trans-
parency with the commu-
nities they serve.

When he announced the
task force’s creation in
December, Obama prom-
ised the result would not
be “an endless report that
we’re going to have collect-
ing dust on the shelf.”

“Part of the reason this
time will be different is be-
cause the president of the
United States is deeply in-
vested in making sure this
time is different,” Obama
said.
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Obama invoking civil rights struggles past and present

President Barack Obama speaks
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WASHINGTON/JERUSALE
M – Defying US President
Barack Obama, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu flew to
Washington yesterday to
warn Congress about the
risks of a possible nuclear
deal with Iran in a speech
that has imperilled ties be-
tween the two allies.

Israel fears that Obama’s Iran
diplomacy, with an end-of-
March deadline for a framework
accord, will allow its arch foe to
develop atomic weapons – some-
thing Tehran denies seeking.

But by accepting an invita-
tion from the Republican party
to address Congress on March
3, the Israeli leader infuriated
the Obama administration,
which said it was not told of the
speech before plans were made
public in an apparent breach of
protocol.

Earlier this week, Obama’s
national security adviser, Susan
Rice, said the partisanship
caused by Netanyahu’s looming
address was “destructive to the

fabric of US-Israeli ties".
But Netanyahu, who is run-

ning for re-election in a March
17 ballot, has framed his visit as
being above politics and he por-
trayed himself yesterday as
being a guardian for all Jews.

"I’m going to Washington on a
fateful, even historic, mission,”
he said as he boarded his plane
in Tel Aviv.

“I feel that I am an emissary
of all Israel’s citizens, even those
who do not agree with me, and
of the entire Jewish people,” he
told reporters.

US officials fear he is seeking
to sabotage the Iran diplomacy,
and critics have suggested his
visit is an elaborate election
stunt that will play well with
voters back home.

While White House and
Israeli officials insist that key
areas of co-operation from
counter-terrorism to intelli-
gence to cyber security will re-
main unaffected, the deepening
divide over the Iran talks is
shaping up as the worst in
decades.

Previously Israel has always
been careful to navigate be-
tween the Republican and
Democrat camps. The planned
address, however, has driven a
rare wedge between
Netanyahu’s government and
some congressional Democrats.
Some two dozen or more of them
plan to boycott the speech, ac-
cording to unofficial estimates.

US Secretary of State John
Kerry said yesterday the United
States deserves “the benefit of
the doubt” to see if a nuclear
deal can be reached.

Kerry, speaking on the ABC
program “This Week", also said
he hoped Netanyahu’s speech
to Congress did not turn into
“some great political football".

Speaking in Tehran on
Saturday, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif accused Netanyahu of try-
ing to undermine the nuclear
talks in order to distract from
the Palestinians’ unresolved bid
for an independent state.

“Netanyahu is opposed to any
sort of solution,” Zarif said.

MOSCOW – Carrying flowers,
portraits and signs that said “I
am not afraid,” more than 20
000 people sombrely marched
yesterday in Moscow to mourn
opposition politician Boris
Nemtsov, whose slaying on the
streets of the capital has shaken
Russia’s beleaguered opposition.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has marginalised and in-
timidated his political oppo-
nents, jailing some and driving
others into exile, since mass
anti-Putin protests swept
Moscow in 2011 and 2012.
Nemtsov, 55, was among the few
prominent opposition figures
who had refused to be cowed.

The mourners yesterday
marched to the bridge near the
Kremlin where Nemtsov was
gunned down shortly before
midnight Friday. Chanting
“we’ll not forget, we’ll not for-
give,” the crowd filled the road
along the Moscow River em-
bankment. Many waved
Russian flags.

The mood was sombre, with
heavy security. Police helicop-
ters flew overhead and police
boats patrolled the river.

Ilya Yashin, a friend and fel-
low opposition leader, said he
hoped the killing would not
frighten people.

“Essentially it is an act of ter-
ror. It is a political murder
aimed at frightening the popula-
tion, or the part of the popula-
tion that supported Nemtsov
and did not agree with the gov-
ernment,” Yashin told The

Associated Press. “I hope we
won’t get scared, that we will
continue what Boris was doing.”

The march could energise the
opposition, but it could also
prove to be a brief expression of
emotions that dissipates in a cli-
mate of fear.

Mikhail Kasyanov, a former
prime minister who joined the
opposition, told the crowd the
killing should be a turning point
for Russia “for the simple reason
that people who before thought
that they could quietly sit in
their kitchens and simply dis-

cuss problems within the family,
now will start reconsidering
everything that’s going on in our
country.”

Russia’s federal investigative
agency said it was looking into
several possible motives for
Nemtsov’s killing.

The first possibility, the
Investigative Committee said,
was that the killing was aimed
at destabilising the political sit-
uation in Russia and Nemtsov
was a “sacrificial victim for those
who do not shun any method for
achieving their political goals.”

Netanyahu flies to US, ties fraying
over his planned Iran speech

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

Thousands march in Russia to mourn Putin critic Nemtsov

People carry portraits of opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, who was gunned down on Friday near the Kremlin, with words reading
‘he died for the future of Russia!’ in Moscow, Russia, yesterday.



Barbados Advocate

RED Advertising & Marketing
Limited, the Caribbean’s most cre-
atively awarded full-service
agency, has once again dominated

the local advertising award haul in
the recently concluded 2014
American Advertising Federation’s
ADDY Awards.

Entries came from across the
Caribbean including Barbados,
Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica, the US
Virgin Islands, Curacao, the Cayman
Islands, and Guyana.

Red won a whopping 39 awards over-

all, including 12 gold awards and the
prestigious Judges’ Choice Award for
Art Direction, across eleven separate
clients including LIME, Mount Gay
Distilleries Limited, Banks (Barbados)
Breweries Limited, Virgin Atlantic, Sol,
the Barbados Bottling Company
Limited, Blue Moo, BICO Limited, Eric
Hassell & Son Limited, the Caribbean
Advertising Federation, and Red

Advertising & Marketing Limited it-
self.

Big winners among Red’s client list
were the Barbados Bottling Company
with 11 awards, Mount Gay Distilleries
with 8, along with LIME and Banks
with six each.

“Consistency of creative product is
what separates Red from other 

WINNERS on Page 3

RED GOES GOLD! 
– Agency tops Barbados
for 12th straight year 
with 39 ADDY Awards 

BARBADOS’ BEST!: (from left to right) copywriter Samud Ali, graphic artist Sergio Charles, head of account management Robert MacGeoch, managing 
director Jevan Jutagir, co-creative director Tracey Garcia, graphic artist Jabari Batson and graphic artist Matthew Clarke.
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LAST year was a pe-
riod of marked recov-
ery for the Barbados
tourism sector.

So said Alvin Jemmott,
Chairman of the
Barbados Tourism
Marketing Incorporated,
during last week’s
Barbados Tourism
Review.

He outlined at the
Island Inn Hotel, in the
review of 2014, that at
the end of December vis-
itor arrivals were up 2.2
per cent year-on-year,
due in no small part to
strong economic recovery
and improved consumer
confidence in traditional
and emerging source
markets.

The World Tourism
Organisation (WTO) an-
nounced recently that
there were some 978 mil-
lion international trav-
ellers in 2014, an in-
crease of 4.7 per cent or
45 million tourists more
than the previous year.

“All of our key source
markets showed positive
signs of growth and this
augurs well for the fu-
ture growth of the
Barbados tourism sector
from 2015 onwards,” said
Jemmott.

The Caribbean bene-
fited significantly from
this increase with the
Caribbean Tourism
Organisation (CTO) re-
porting an average
growth of 4.9 per cent
across 28 reporting ter-
ritories.

He reported that in
2014 Barbados’ tourism
arrivals grew by 2.2 per
cent. “It is the first posi-
tive sign of growth in two
years and all industry
partners must be com-
mended for playing their
respective parts to get us
to this point.”

He went on, “This is
admirable considering
that our destination is
one of the more mature
holiday spots in the re-
gion, with a very high re-
peat visitor rate. It also
comes against the back-
ground that there was a
projection of a 4 per cent
decline in arrivals for the
year back in December
2013.”

Jemmott also pointed
out that according to the
Central Bank of
Barbados, visitor expen-

diture for the first three
quarters of the 2014
stood at 11.7 per cent of
total real GDP. It is esti-
mated that Barbados
earns over $4 billion in
foreign exchange earn-
ings, with some 15,100 or
12 per cent of all em-
ployed persons working
in the hotels and restau-
rants across the island.”

2015 marketing push 
The Chairman empha-

sised, “It is by no means
business as usual, as we
are very keen on estab-
lishing a new marketing
philosophy that appro-
priately matches our cur-
rent digital age.
Likewise, our efforts to
formulate a winning
global team to market
Barbados continues un-
abated. In due course,
we believe we will have
an appropriate mixture
of solid experience and
new media insight that
can carry the organisa-
tional strategy toward
developing and enhanc-
ing our tourism sector for
generations to come.

“Even in the face of
this transition, we are
keeping our sights on the
major targets. Our com-
mitments are to diversify
our tourism source mar-
kets and reduce our vul-
nerability to shocks in
any given region; to re-
duce the seasonality by
adjusting our marketing
strategies across booking
periods; to deepen strate-
gic partnerships with
key travel industry play-
ers to simplify the book-
ing process for potential
visitors; and to pursue an
integrated marketing ap-
proach to ensure the im-
plementation of success-
ful initiatives and les-
sons learned across our
entire source markets.

“In addition, our long-
term goals are still
rooted in a desire to
break down the language
barriers in pursuing new
categories of visitors, and
providing new tourism
products that can attract
the next generation of
travellers. With regards
to the latter, we are
working closely with our
sister entity, the
Barbados Tourism
Product Authority
(BTPA).” (NB)

Tourism in
Barbados on
growth path

At the end of December, visitor arrivals were up 2.2 per cent year-on-year.
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THE head of a local private sector
body believes energy savings and
renewable energy solutions should
be areas for profitable investments.

Tracey Shuffler, President of the
Barbados Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BCCI) made the comments in
the wake of the continuing decline in oil
prices and a new thrust in renewable en-
ergy in Barbados.

“Both at a national level and for
individual businesses, energy saving and
renewable energy solutions should
continue to be an area for profitable in-
vestment into the future while allowing
for more responsible protection of the
environment,” the BCCI President said.

Several companies and private indi-
viduals have been investing in renew-
able energy systems in an attempt to
trim their rising costs of operations.They
are benefiting at this time from lower
electricity costs and petroleum products
occasioned by the reduction in fuel prices.

She also remarked that one third the of

the savings Barbados would have gained
from lower oil imports last year could go
a ,long way in boosting the island’s re-
newable energy programme.

According to her, “If one third of that
savings was allocated to alternative en-
ergy and energy efficiency development,
the additional green energy investment
of approximately $35 million could go a
long way toward Barbados’ goal of 29 per
cent renewable energy by 2029.”

“We dare say with the efforts of all na-
tional stakeholders, we are very likely to
reach that benchmark long before 2029,”
the BCCI President said.

Drawing on the proceedings during a
recent business forum, the BCCI
President recalled that a further point of
discussion was the facilitation of the pay-
ment of fees and taxes online which con-
tinues to be pushed by the BCCI.

“While filing some taxes online was a
step forward, the ability to make a wide
range of payments online would further
facilitate business, improve efficiency of

payment and collection, and allow for 24
hour access to such commercial activity,”
she said.

The President added: “Much of the re-

tooling of our economy must include
greater use of technology to allow for
more efficient and cost effective commer-
cial activity.”

THOSE who continue to breach the
Consumer Protect Act should think
again. That’s because the Fair Trading
Commission  (FTC) will be stepping up
its campaign to deal with that issue as
well as the anti-competitive behaviour.

“The Commission looks forward to
pursuing credible leads that raise
competitive issues and to rigorously
investigating allegations of anti-compe-
titive behaviour and breaches of the
Consumer Protection Act,” said
Chairman Sir Neville Nicholls.

Enforcement, the Commission said,
will be a critical determinant of the suc-
cess of its work.

The FTC said that it investigated com-
plaints from consumers alleging unfair
trading practices and undertook re-
search on its own initiative to identify,
mitigate or eliminate issues that were
likely to impact adversely on consumer
welfare.

“Review of Standard Form Contracts to
identify Unfair Contract Terms (UCTs)
and have them modified or deleted was
a major activity of the Commission dur-
ing the year,” according to the FTC.

It was also pointed out that during the
reporting period, 27 contracts were as-
sessed for fairness in accordance with
the Act.

Sir Neville said, “These contracts
which were drawn from the construc-
tion, retail, telecommunications and in-
surance sectors contained 1 193 terms.
Ten terms were found to be in breach of
the CPA and the Commission required
the businesses to either delete or amend

the offending terms.
During the period under review 201

unannounced visits were conducted in
Bridgetown at stores on Tudor Street,
James Street, Swan Street, Roebuck
Street, Lower Broad Street, Cavan’s
Lane, St. Michael’s Row, Bridge Street

and the Pier Head among other loca-
tions.

“Twelve stores visited were found to be
in breach of the Act, by displaying prohib-
ited signs,” it said while adding that the
businesses were required to remove the
offending signs to which they complied.

WINNERS from Page 1

Barbadian agencies,” said managing di-
rector Jevan Jutagir.

“It is a testament to the quality of our
creative team that we can win 12 gold
and 26 silver awards while the other ad-
vertising agencies in Barbados,excluding
production houses and publishers, can
only gather 2 gold and 11 silver awards
between them.”

“This should be a wake-up call to
companies in Barbados;does your agency
really have the creative firepower to put
your brand where it needs to be? If not,
you know where to come,” he added.

Tracey Garcia, Red’s co-creative direc-
tor, commented on the judging.

“This year’s ADDY Awards attracted
995 entries from 51 companies, so to win
39 ADDY Awards is no mean feat,” she
said.

“Regionally, we are the Barbadian
champion and we have consistently re-
mained in the top three across the
Caribbean.This year, after a hat-trick of
being the top Caribbean agency, we
slipped to second overall but we are not
worried. If anything, this will give us re-
newed incentive to regain our crown.We
are always aware that you are as good as
your last work and this drives us for-
ward to better serve our clients.”

Tracey Shuffler

Shuffler outlines benefits
of energy savings,
renewable energy

Award
should
serve as
‘wake-up
call’

FTC to stepping
up fight against
anti-competitive
behaviour

Chairman of the Fair Trading Commission, Sir Neville Nicholls.
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INNOVATION remains high atop
the list of priorities for Barbados’
leading beverage conglomerate as
it seeks to consolidate its position
at the forefront of the local market.

According to Jeremy Foster, Category
Manager for Banks (Barbados)
Breweries Limited, consumers are
reaping the benefits of enhancements in
packaging, distribution and branding
from parent company Banks Holdings
Limited (BHL).

Foster was speaking after last week’s
launch of FRUTEE’s newest flavour –
RedBerry Rave, the first expression to
be released as part of the ‘Mad Flava’
campaign.

“In the beverage business,
opportunities from innovation abound,
we just need to look at the overall
picture. RedBerry Rave is FRUTEE’s
maddest flavour yet and innovations
like this can be the key difference
between being the market-leader or a
second-tier player,” he said.

The BHL Group of Companies, which
comprises the Barbados Bottling
Company, the Barbados Dairy
Industries, Banks Distribution Limited
and Banks (Barbados) Breweries

Limited, owns and represents the
leading brands in the alcoholic, non-
alcoholic and carbonated soft-drink
beverages market in Barbados.

“In the past, companies were able to
survive with limited updates to their
product lines; they would simply update
their products to a reasonably
competitive level and stop,” added
Foster.

“But expectations have changed and
consumers are now more informed than
ever before.They also have more options
in terms of what they buy and who they
buy it from, which means they will not
accept mediocrity because they know
they have a choice.”

RedBerry Rave joins 13 other product
offerings under the FRUTEE brand
including the marquee Ginger Ale and
the very popular Xtreme Red.

“The local beverage industry remains
a very competitive space and we will
not take our position as market-leader
for granted. New packaging, designs and
flavour profiles are constantly being
introduced across the BHL portfolio of
brands and the new FRUTEE RedBerry
Rave is a continuation of this
philosophy,” added Foster.

BHL continues
innovation thrust
with new flavour

Jeremy Foster, Category Manager for Banks (Barbados) Breweries Limited. 
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DR. MECHELLE GITTENS, Lecturer ,
Computer Science at UWI, Cave Hill
believes that innovation and technol-
ogy can not only turnaround the econ-
omy but provides great opportunities
for young people coming out of the
University f the West Indies.

She told Business Monday last week
at a stakeholder’s dialogue for the ICT
Sector  at UWI, “we held this forum to
show how innovation and technology
can be used to turn around what is
going on in the economy in terms of lack
of employment and opportunities for
our graduates. We are concerned about
this, because we can see that innovation
and new paradigms in technology in re-
search can drive business, employment,
opportunities etc. The occurrence of in-
novation will benefit all not just a few
some may not perceive that supporting
the few to move forward will benefit all,
we need to lift our young people up ,…in
many countries there is evidence of in-
novation changing the economies and
providing jobs .”
Not all about the traditional

Over the years there has been a push

towards science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) education in
Barbados. Last year, Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry of Education,
Senator Harry Husbands, research sug-
gested that more job opportunities and
the better paying jobs are closely re-
lated to STEM education. Also in 2014,
Government reported they will develop
a blueprint to reform science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) education across the system.
STEM education opens new opportuni-
ties for innovation and can also gener-
ate new high-end jobs.

Dr. Gittens echoed similar senti-
ments, she added, “We focus on the tra-
ditional but there is only so much of a
market for the traditional, they are cer-
tain occupations that are saturated now
but everyone wants to get into them,
because we tend to be pushed by par-
ents etc. However in our culture we tend
to be afraid of failure, we need to see
places for the ones who will completely
change the way things are doing done
and I believe STEM will be the way.”
(NB)

FORTRESS Caribbean Property
Fund - Value Fund was the top per-
forming stock in terms of volume
and value on the Barbados Stock
Exchange for 2014.

This is according to the BSE end of
year report on share trading between
January and December last 
year.

The report prepared by Marlon Yarde,
the BSE general manager and his team
at the exchange, said Fortress security
was the only one to top the one million
shares traded mark for the year.The re-
port shows that whereas in 2013
Fortress Caribbean Property Fund -
Value Fund traded 61 038 shares for a
value of just over $25 000, it traded
some 1.3 million shares last year year
with the value being $718 681.

“Sagicor Financial Corporation con-
tinues to be a very strong performer
being the second best performer in
terms of volume trade,” accorded to
Yarde. Sagicor traded 892 015 shares
last year for a value of $1.7 million.

In 2013 that company traded 2.1 mil-
lion shares for a value of $4.5 million.

“In terms of value traded Goddard
Enterprises Limited  was the top per-
former, followed by Massy Holdings
Limited, Emera (Caribbean)
Incorporated rounded out the top
three,” he said.

The 734 456 GEL shares which
crossed the floor of the exchange in
2014 were valued at $4.5 million.

Overall the top five performers ac-
counted for 4.8 million shares traded
valued at over $9  million.

“For the year under review, of the 26
securities listed at close, eight ad-
vanced, seven declined, seven remained
unchanged, four did not trade, and one
previously listed was delisted during
the course of the year under review,”
BSE officials said.

This is compared to eight of the 27
listed securities having advanced, five
declined, seven remained unchanged,
the five which did not trade and two
newly listed securities.

In relation to the behaviour of share
prices last year, the BSE said that
Fortress Caribbean Property Fund -
Development Fund recorded the great-
est share price appreciation for 2014
climbing 100 per cent from 11 cents at
the close of 2013 top 22 cents  at the
close of 2014.

One Caribbean Media Limited (29.17
per cent), Fortress Caribbean Property
Fund -Value Fund (25 per cent), Massy
Holdings Limited (15.94 per cent) and
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited
(11.11 per cent) were the other securi-
ties that had a share  appreciation
greater than 10 per cent.

“The three remaining securities that
experienced share price appreciation
were Emera (Caribbean) Limited and
Goddard Enterprises Limited,” the BSE
report added.

BSE releases year-end report

Innovation will be the way out 

General Manager of the Barbados
Stock Exchange, Marlon Yarde.

– Fortress Caribbean Property Fund a top performer

 



By Jewel Brathwaite

THE Editorial two weeks
ago projected that lower
oil prices and energy
based services like elec-
tricity, once they have the
trickle down effect, should
create options for con-
sumers.

Consumers could either
spend the savings which
would enhance the per-
formance of retailers and
other businesses, or they
can put them on their
bank accounts.But are the
reductions significant
enough to contribute to
higher economic growth in
Barbados?

Energy costs impact on
almost every activity un-
dertaken in the economy.
It is one of the inputs used
in the varying stages of
production of goods by
companies, and getting
those goods to retailers. It
is a major input as well in
tourism – whether these
be operating hotels, offer-
ing ancillary services, and
among other things trans-
portation services includ-
ing airline operations.

Higher oil and energy
prices also give a spike to
import costs and apart
from the associated (im-
ported) inflation, they
have a negative effect on
the external current ac-

count deficit of the
Balance of Payments
(BOP). They therefore
have implications for the
conduct of economic pol-
icy.

In the present scheme
of things the use of fiscal
policy as a stabilization
tool is linked to the deci-
sion to dampen demand
for imports since too many
of them including energy
can erode the net interna-
tional reserves especially
when the traded sectors
are nor performing as they
should. And the list goes
on and on.

When oil prices started
their upward trend
around 2004-2005 a study
done by the Central Bank
of Barbados found that
there were major costs to
the economy.

The Central Bank said
in that study “that simula-
tions ...suggest that a
US$20 per barrel rise in
crude oil prices would re-
duce GDP in Barbados by
about two percentage
points or around Bds$100
million (US$50 million)
and increase domestic in-
flation by around 0.5 per-
centage points.”

“Overall banking sys-
tem liquidity could rise as
new credit could be nega-
tively impacted due to the
greater perceived risk on

the part of the commercial
banking industry,” the
Bank said.

As prices peaked at
US$150 a barrel in the
first half of 2008, around
the time the global reces-
sion started to have a toll
on this country, the impact
was severe.

Motorists and other con-
sumers felt it when pur-
chasing petroleum prod-
ucts; producers of both
goods and services also
had to navigate the higher
charges; inflation that
year was running at al-
most double digit as all
the major sub-categories
of the retail price index ex-
hibited the higher
charges.

This brief background

therefore serves to set the
stage for what is likely
now that oil prices are col-
lapsing.

Responses to queries
about lower prices stimu-
lating economic growth
were mix. Some people be-
lieve that the reductions
could aid growth but
added that they are not
large enough as yet since
these things take time to
feed into the system given
the lower response to
these things by some re-
tailers.

Quite recently there
were press reports quot-
ing a leading private sec-

tor representative as say-
ing that it is for businesses
to make the call as to how
they choose to allocate
their savings from the
lower charges arising from
the oil price reductions. It
was felt that having en-
dured a torrid time with
the high costs of inputs
used in their operations,
and faced also with lower
revenues from depressed
sales, companies will see
the lower costs for electric-
ity and other energy based
products as some respite
to their operations.

The private sector
leader therefore could not

pin point how companies
should react whether by
passing on lower prices to
consumers.

There was also the view
that the lower prices will
have to be with us for a
considerable length of
time for more growth to
happen and the prices will
even have to fall lower
than US$50 a barrel and
remain that way.

On a BBC programme
recently the presenter
quoted an International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
Economist as saying that
once global oil prices 
remain low, they can con-
tribute a 0.6 per cent in-
crease to GDP in the UK.

Increased consumer
spending from the price
reductions and lower
transportation costs (for
haulage and similar serv-
ices), the Economist said,
should redound to the ben-
efit of the economy there.
That would make an even
better picture of the sus-
tained economic recovery
in the UK which is the
leading source market for
long stay visitors to
Barbados.

Therefore, in order for
growth there has to be
savings which must be
passed on to consumers
who would then be willing
to spend. Businesses have
to benefit from lower cost
of operations, more visi-
tors have to take advan-
tage of the reduced air
fares should that hap-
pened and seek out vaca-
tions in Barbados while
also engaging in addi-
tional spending.

With the prevailing
lower costs these could
also contribute to more
foreign direct investment.
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Lower oil prices and energy based services like electricity, once they have the trickle down effect,
should create options for consumers. 

Consumers could either spend the savings which would
enhance the performance of retailers and other busi-
nesses, or they can put them on their bank accounts.

ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT

Savings due to
lower oil prices
enough cause
growth?

 



NEW ORLEANS, LA –
Pan-American Life
Insurance Group (PALIG),
a leading provider of
insurance and financial
services throughout the
Americas, announced
financial results for the full
year ending December 31,
2014.

Revenues grew eight per
cent to $704 million, while
GAAP pre-tax operating
earnings increased by 11
per cent to close the year at
$62 million.Revenue gains
were primarily attributable
to strong premium growth
across the company’s core
business areas:
International Group,
Global Life and US
Domestic Group. Net
income for the year was $49
million compared to $57
million in 2013, reflecting
lower year-over-year
realized investment gains
that offset growth in
operating income.

“I am very encouraged by
the strong organic growth
we have experienced across
all our lines of business in
all of our jurisdictions,”said
José S. Suquet, Chairman

of the Board,President and
CEO of Pan-American Life
Insurance Group. “It is a
tremendous
accomplishment for our
entire organization and a
testament to the clearly
defined strategic vision that
we continue to execute on.”

Total sales for 2014 closed
at $458 million, a nine per
cent increase over 2013.All
three core lines of business
posted sales gains for 2014
and the Private Client
Major Medical business
continued its sharp growth
trend with a 17 per cent
increase in sales.

Key growth drivers
include continuous product
development, geographic
expansion, and
strengthening of the
company’s operational and
service platforms.
Additionally, a number of
key initiatives put in place
over the years have
produced positive returns,
among them, Pan-
American Life’s Costa Rica
operation, Private Client
Major Medical business,
along with the Personal
Accident, Mass Marketing

and Multinational
Employee Benefits
businesses.

“There is no better
reflection of the cumulative
impact of our successful
initiatives than the fact
that in 2014 each one of our
three main businesses ,

Global Life, International
Group and Domestic
Group, individually
delivered comparable gross
premium than what the
entire company produced
when I first joined the
company in 2004,” added
Mr. Suquet.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for March 2nd, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.23069    2.27251              
Pound Sterling £ 3.07497    3.13262              
Canadian $ 1.58751 1.62071
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.22650      2.27251              
Pound Sterling £ 3.06920 3.13262              
Canadian $ 1.58451 1.62071              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.19430 2.28670
Pound Sterling £ 3.02482 3.15218              
Canadian $ 1.57553 1.62214              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01734
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31596

CUSTOMERS of
Republic Bank are
reaping the rewards of
ensuring that they, and
the leading financial
institution, get to know
each other better.

Emphasising that the
most effective way to better
serve customers was
getting to know them
better, the Bank has
tangibly rewarded a
number of participants in
its recently concluded
Customer Information
Data Campaign.

During a presentation

held recently at Republic
Bank’s Broad Street
branch, compliance
manager Cheryl Mayers
thanked customers for
helping the Bank to help
them, and for setting an
outstanding example for
others. It was the third in a
series of presentations held
to reward customers for
their diligence.

Mayers said the “know
your customer” principle
was an essential aspect of
banking operations and
was an area of paramount
importance to Republic

Bank,both from a customer
service and security
perspective.

“All all our customers are
winners,and more-so those
of you who have been
presented with these
special rewards in
acknowledgement of your
efforts in ensuring that
your information at the
Bank is accurate and up-
to-date,” Mayers said.

The compliance manager
said Republic Bank, in
accordance with statutory
and regulatory
requirements, would

continue to raise awareness
and encourage customers
to assist the Bank in
maintaining accurate
information.

She urged customers to
visit Republic Bank’s
website at
www.republicbarbados.com
where they could print and
complete the simple and
secure customer
information form, or to
request the assistance of
customer service when
visiting any Republic Bank
branch.Customers visiting
the Website can access the

information form by
clicking under “Help Us to
Know You Better”.

During the presentation,
Mayers also showed
appreciation to several
businesses who partnered
with Republic Bank to
ensure that customers
would be well rewarded for
taking the time to provide
and update important
personal information.
Partners included LIME,
G4S Security Services,
Massy Technologies,
Promotech, Gomez &
Western, OSI Computer

Store, and Digicel.
“We are seeking to

ensure that the personal
records of all our customers
are current at all times.
This is in the best interest
of the customer themselves,
and helps our Bank to
continue to better manage
their financial needs, and
to deliver excellent
customer service.So we are
encouraging everyone to
visit the website, or your
nearest branch to take this
simple but very essential
step towards helping us
help you.”

Republic Bank customers updating and reaping rewards

Republic Bank’s compliance manager, Cheryl Mayers (at right) with several partners and satisfied customers who participated in the Customer Information Data
Campaign.

Strong performance across all core business lines

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.republicbarbados.com
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WHAT exactly is caus-
ing the high incidence of
absenteeism from  work
places in Barbados?
Many people in the
country would want to
know so that some time
in the future or even now
they can bring an end to
that worrying situation.
Surely there has to be an
answer for this state of
affairs.

It is something which
has plagued both busi-
nesses and the
Government service for
years. The people in
tourism had spoken
about that situation
years ago; others across
economic sectors had
also weighed in on the
subject.

The revelation last
week that it is costing
the economy hundreds of
millions of dollars
demonstrate that for
years now no one has

been able to put a finger
on the issue and how to
deal with it. Add to that
situation the low produc-
tivity and the twin issue
calls for urgent atten-
tion.

Consultant Lennox
Prescod who divulged
the information on ab-
senteeism reasoned that
a work place pro-
gramme to deal with low
productivity should have
include work place
health model. It is
known that already
some private sector bod-
ies, including the
Barbados Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
has been promoting  a
scheme to assure
healthy and that along
with the suggestion by
Mr. Prescod should be
applauded. But it still
does not say what is
responsible for high
absenteeism.

• AN issue of Treasury Notes
by the Central Bank of
Barbados is now on the
market.

• The annual general
meeting of shareholders of
Banks Holdings Limited is
scheduled for March 3.

• Shareholders on record at
Emera (Caribbean)
Incorporated  are to receive
a dividend of 16 cents a
share payable on March 13.

The challenge
of absenteeism

“Protect me, O God, for
in you I take refuge.” –
Psalm 16:1

MY son Bevan was asked
by a colleague in the US
to introduce her to a firm
or individual in Barbados
who could advise on the
anticipated growth in re-
newable energy.

I endorsed Bevan’s re-
sponse to suggest entre-
preneur James Husbands
and his group of compa-
nies to fit this bill.

A Google revealed two
James Husbands
YouTube videos, one at
The Anthony N Sabga
Caribbean Awards for
Excellence (2011) in
Trinidad and the other
when he was conferred
with an honorary doctor-
ate (2012) by the
University of the West
Indies in Barbados. After
viewing these videos for
the first time, I recom-
mended them as suitable
material to support his
suggestion.

Only hours before, I
was attempting to im-
prove upon my descrip-
tion of the construct of a
start-up business enter-
prise as a foundation for
shepherding start-up
businesses, to make it log-
ical, memorable and suc-
cinct.

The logic is that (1) the
inventor starts with an
idea, (2) the innovator
converts that idea into a
product or service for sale
to customers, (3) the en-
trepreneur manages the
business to sustained
profitability, (4) the shep-
herding (life coaching and
business mentoring)
process is a protective
mechanism which miti-
gates the risk of business
failure and secures the in-
vestment and (5) the in-
vestors provide the
money.

I am a great believer in
alliteration as a memory
enhancer and was focus-
ing on the letter ‘M’ to
give me a 5 ‘M’ allitera-
tion, so that the business
construct could be suc-
cinctly described. I was
flirting with the words

Management, Money,
Mentoring, Mechanism,
Mitigate but something
was missing.

Then, as I listened to
his use of the terms Model
and Mindset in James’
latter address, I found the
missing link. Among the
things he stated were: “(1)
I believed that it was pos-
sible to turn an idea into
an industry. We turned
that industry into an ide-
ology. An ideology that
now energises our region,
and engages the world; (2)
the strongest currency we
trade in the world is not
money, but ideas; and (3)
the most important asset
we bring to any opportu-
nity is our mental model -
our mindset.”

Eureka! It all came
together so that my
logical, memorable and
succinct description of the
business construct for a
start-up business is
“Model – Management –
Mindset – Mentoring –
Money”, the 5M start-up
business construct.

The inventor and the
innovator produces a
product or service for sale
to customers – this is the
Model. The entrepreneur
focuses on making a profit
– this is the Management.
The shepherding is split
into two parts (life coach-
ing which addresses the
mind of the entrepreneur
– the Mindset) and
(business mentoring
which addresses business
management – the
Mentoring). The investor
invests – the Money.

It is the amalgam of
success stories like that
of James Husbands that
will enhance our thrust
towards sustainable eco-
nomic development in the
region. It begins with the
start-up enterprise.

My experience in the
Caribbean is that there is
no shortage of ideas. Even
if there were, there is a
tried and proven method-
ology, the CBET High
Impact Growth Strategy
(HIGS) Workshop, which
creates ideas from a
blank sheet of paper. It
has been tried in 12 coun-
tries in the Caribbean
and it has worked each
time. Then, as James
Husbands has demon-
strated, as we turn these
ideas into industries, we
can turn these industries
into ideologies. As a re-
gion, we can engage the
world.

The recently launched
Global Business
Innovation Corporation’s
Caribbean Food Business
Innovation Revolution is
one such innovation
which can identify and
transform products in the
food and beverage indus-
try in the Caribbean and
engage the world. We
need to move swiftly to
develop this Model.

Also, in my experience,
there is no shortage of
passionate Caribbean en-
trepreneurs who are will-
ing to accept the mandate
to manage businesses
arising from these ideas
to sustainable success.
There are two constraints
however, these entrepre-
neurs have to be continu-
ally coached and men-
tored to be able to aggres-
sively and persistently
address and overcome the
challenges which they
will face in a tough evolv-
ing businesses environ-
ment.

My current experience
with start-ups dictates
that the best way of ad-
dressing these con-
straints is through the
shepherding process, on a

one-on-one basis, where
mindset and mentoring
are tackled in tandem.As
a practitioner in the
trenches on a day-to-day
basis, I have noticed that
entrepreneurs have to un-
train themselves first be-
fore adopting new assign-
ments – this applies even
to some of my shepherd-
ing clients who have
MBAs. The world of aca-
demia and the real world
of business are often like
chalk and cheese.

As a result of this, there
is great demand for
trained life coaches and
business mentors to im-
plement the shepherding
process. This means an
opportunity for suitable
persons to be trained to
meet the expected de-
mand and an opportunity
to “train the trainers”.

As James and many
others have experienced
over the years, the one
scourge in the 5M start-
up business construct is
quick access to appropri-
ate sources of finance. So
critical is this that I find
myself advising clients to
seek funds from “friends
and family", who believe
in them and their Models,
and more recently
through crowdfunding
platforms, rather than to
wait for the public and
private sectors to wake
up. Of course, start-up en-
trepreneurs should spare
no effort, where practica-
ble, in generating early
profits in the business.
There is no better source
of investment finance and
it does wonders for your
credit rating.

As we are divinely pro-
tected, let us shepherds
protect our start-up busi-
nesses so that they thrive
and contribute to a busi-
ness revival in the
Caribbean.

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-Engine
Consultant, Caribbean
Business Enterprise
Trust Inc. – CBET. His
columns may be found
at www.cbetmodel.org
and www.nothing-
beatsbusiness.com.)

Editor’s
Notebook

Shepherds, protect your flock

My experience in the Caribbean is that there is no shortage of
ideas. Even if there were, there is a tried and proven

methodology, the CBET High Impact Growth Strategy (HIGS)
Workshop, which creates ideas from a blank sheet of paper. It has

been tried in 12 countries in the Caribbean and it has worked
each time. Then, as James Husbands has demonstrated, as we

turn these ideas into industries, we can turn these industries into
ideologies. As a region, we can engage the world.

 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.cbetmodel.org
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothing-beatsbusiness.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothing-beatsbusiness.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.nothing-beatsbusiness.com
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“Barbados continues to make
significant strides and to build
on its success,” Ms. Taitt said.
“In spite of the increased compe-
tition and regulatory changes,
uneven economic recovery
across the globe, and the ad-
vance of an increasingly seam-
less and digital economy, a
growing number of investors
are choosing Barbados as their

location of choice,” she re-
marked.

The latter, Ms. Taitt ex-
plained, is particularly the case
when investors are seeking to
enhance their competitiveness.

“For example, during the last
five years, the number of inter-
national business companies
registered grew from 2 859 to 4
016,” she pointed out. Central
Bank of Barbados data also
show that the sector recorded

income of just over one billion
dollars last year.

Taitt revealed that recogniz-
ing excellent business facilita-
tion will be pivotal to building
and sustaining Barbados’
strong brand. Government had
implemented a number of inno-
vations to enhance the local
business environment.

First of all, she explained, a
committee to review and to es-
tablish new service delivery

standards is now in place. In
addition, discussions are at an
advanced stage with respect to
facilitating online incorpora-
tions and the licensing of enti-
ties. “One of our key facilitators,
the Immigration Department,
continues to enhance access to
its services online,” she stated.

“Added to these, government
introduced an indefinite licens-
ing regime for international
business companies and soci-

eties with restricted liability,”
the IB Official acknowledged
while stating that “these up-
grades will improve the ease of
doing business in Barbados.”

“To expand product offering,
new pieces of legislation to facil-
itate the registration of limited
liability partnerships, incorpo-
rated cell companies, as well as
corporate and trust services and
providers, are close to comple-
tion,” Ms. Taitt added.

Excellent business facilitation is key

THE new Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Trimart
Supermarkets believes
the18 years she spent at
leading airline brand, Virgin
Atlantic, will positively in-
fluence her new role in lead-
ing and transforming the
Trimart brand.

Judith Wilcox says: “I’ve al-
ways believed that great brands
don’t happen by accident.Strong
strategic and operational leader-
ship,market savvy and dynamic
brand management are as es-
sential for airlines as for Fast
Moving Consumer Goods
(FMCG) businesses. I’m enjoy-
ing being able to translate my
commercial knowledge and
brand experience to Trimart’s
benefit.”

At the helm of Trimart for two
months now, Ms. Wilcox, a for-
mer Regional Manager
Caribbean for Virgin Atlantic,
sees several synergies between
the retail and aviation indus-
tries.“After all, an airline seat is
a highly perishable product and
the aviation market is very com-
petitive. I am fortunate in hav-
ing my 18 year Virgin experi-
ence (10 of them in the
Caribbean) to draw on for many
aspects of the CEO role.”

Busy year for Trimart ahead
This year will be a busy one for
Trimart with a number of
strategic initiatives being imple-
mented starting with an up-
grade of the business systems.
“This will give us the tools to re-
ally manage and steer the busi-
ness in a way we haven’t previ-
ously been able to,” Ms. Wilcox
explained. “The challenge is to
use that information intelli-
gently to the benefit of our cus-
tomers, staff and shareholders.
This will lead to better buying,
better deals, better range, better
management and better mer-
chandising of our stock. It’s a

very exciting time for Trimart
and I’m really enjoying being
able to lead the change.”

Another major step planned
for Trimart this year is the open-
ing of a new flagship store. Ms.
Wilcox indicated that plans
were well developed with the
opening currently anticipated
for the third quarter. She was
keen to point out that the
brand’s three existing stores
would also be under scrutiny to
find every opportunity to im-
prove the shopping experience
for Trimart customers.

Explaining that Trimart were
well known for having excellent
quality fresh produce and offer-
ing good value and great choice,
Ms. Wilcox said, however, that
re-examination was crucial.“My
Virgin DNA has taught me to
constantly question and inno-
vate every aspect of the cus-
tomer experience and brand. In
recent years we have not kept
abreast of new items that have
become common staples of the
Barbadian and visitor shopping
basket –think pesto or hummus,
for example.Ten years ago these
were considered exotic items;
today they are much more fa-
miliar and in demand from a
wider cross section of cus-
tomers.”

To this end, Ms.Wilcox, added
that Trimart were already ac-
tively reviewing their range and
looking to source new products
to satisfy their customers’ evolv-
ing tastes. “Our focus on consis-
tently providing value will re-
main, enhanced by an improved
range of merchandise.”

Enthusiastic about Tri-
Rewards 
Wilcox is enthusiastic about de-
veloping Trimart’s Loyalty card,
the Tri-Rewards programme,
saying that the dynamic and
creative use of loyalty cards
practiced by UK and US retail-

ers has complemented her ex-
perience working with Virgin’s
Frequent Flyer programme,
Flying Club.

“I think we can learn a lot
from how other businesses and
market segments have taken a
dynamic approach to offering
value and benefit to their fre-
quent shoppers.The retail scene
is fairly competitive in
Barbados, but not necessarily
very innovative so there is a
great opportunity to look at
other markets and learn from
their successes. I have always
been an avid watcher and stu-
dent of the UK and US retailing
scene. In particular I have been
impressed by the growth of Aldi
and Lidl (both traditionally con-
sidered budget brands) in recent
years.’

Deep loyalty and commitment
of Trimart family
With 150 or so employees in the
Trimart family, Ms. Wilcox said
she was “especially struck” by
the deep loyalty and commit-
ment within the team. “Despite
having endured some difficult
times in recent years there is an
openness to change. That’s very
refreshing and encouraging.”

Wilcox described her manage-
ment style as ‘landa’ or a cross
between a lion and a panda, re-
ferring to Harriet Green, recent
CEO of Thomas Cook, the
leisure travel brand.
“Sometimes I am a real lion, I
can roar, make things happen. I
can change the course through
will, energy and just being in-
credibly determined, assertive
and persistent. But I can also be
a big panda. If a company or
team needs nurturing, you have
to be gentler and coax, coach and
mentor it to high performance
and success!” Ms. Wilcox ex-
plained energetically.

Ms. Wilcox’ final reflection
was on how the role she held

after graduation as Operations
Supply Manager for one of
Marriott’s busy flight catering
operations at Gatwick Airport,
had brought her back into the
supply chain world.

“It’s funny; I’m having conver-
sations about warehouse man-
agement and procurement that
I was having 25 years ago! The
difference today is in the quality
of the data that’s available to
make informed business deci-
sions and to be able to make
them so much quicker. I firmly
believe that you have to get the
buying and the supply chain
right in order to get the front of
house operation to be successful.
Consistency of supply has al-

ways been a frustration for the
Barbadian shopper. Right now,
we’re getting familiar with our
new business software and look-
ing forward to offering Barbados
consumers even better value,
more choice and our signature
friendly shopping experience.”

Nicholas Mouttet, CEO of
ANSA McAL (Barbados) Ltd., of
which Trimart is a part, said
that the group was “incredibly
excited” to have Ms. Wilcox on
board. “Judith is not only a
breath of fresh air to the Trimart
family but an incredibly cre-
ative, driven and results-ori-
ented leader. We’re excited for
what the future holds for
Trimart and its customers.”

New Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Trimart Supermarkets,
Judith Wilcox.

New Trimart CEO: 
‘Great brands don’t
happen by accident’

     



CARIBBEAN countries
face a variety of serious
economic challenges
which act as major 
impediments to their
growth and develop-
ment. The continued 

reliance on one major
export product with as-
sociated vulnerability
to economic shocks as
well as natural disas-
ters places many in this
region in a precarious
position.

Nine Caribbean coun-
tries carry debt to GDP ra-
tios over 75 per cent, with
five having unsustainable
levels of debt exceeding

100 per cent. Overseas 
development assistance
has been on the decline
and is no longer an option
for the large majority 
of Caribbean countries.
Graduation to middle 
income status has also
meant that concessional 
financing is no longer
available.

Given all these factors,
one may ask what are the

policy options and re-
sources that the region
should consider to move
from a “survivability to
sustainability” frame of
reference. One answer is
perhaps the most obvious,
which is to consider look-
ing at the “Blue Economy”.

Caribbean countries
have jurisdiction over sig-
nificant ocean areas that,
in many cases far exceed

the land area of the 
countries themselves.
The Bahamas’ exclusive
economic zone, for exam-
ple, is estimated to be 
242 970 square miles 
compared to its land area
of 5 383 square miles,
whereas St. Vincent and
the Grenadines’ is esti-
mated to be about 13 900
square miles, over 90
times its land area.

In the case of St. Kitts
and Nevis, the ocean space
is almost 7 900 square
miles, with its land area
being only 100 square
miles. These ocean areas
support a broad range of
activities and services,
many of which have par-
ticular economic or social
value to the Caribbean. Of
these, tourism and fishing
play a dominant role in 
the economies of many
Caribbean countries.

The potential of the
oceans to help meet our
growing needs is huge,
but marine resources are
under increasing pressure
from overexploitation and
poor management. If
Caribbean countries are to
effectively develop their
ocean space to meet their
needs in a sustainable way,
an approach is needed that
integrates environmental
management directly with
economic development, fis-
cal policy and social goals.

The concept of an ocean-
based economy has been
embraced by many island
nations as a mechanism 
to realise sustainable
growth.The premise being
that the oceans can play
a pivotal role in tackling
the longer-term socio-eco-
nomic and environmental
challenges. The Blue
Economy is potentially 
of major value to all
Caribbean countries – the
opportunity to create more
value out of existing and
new resource streams can-
not be overlooked.

However, while oppor-
tunities do exist, the full
potential of the ocean is
not being realised in many
Caribbean countries. In
truth, the ocean can play 
a more central role in
economies at national and
regional levels. This must
include both existing 
benefits and uses, such as
fisheries, minerals and
shipping. Among the op-
portunities identified as
having potential in the
Blue Economy are marine
fish farming, renewable
energy, ocean-related
tourism and marine
biotechnology.

Changes in the way that

governments and stake-
holders interact and man-
age ocean space will be
needed going forward.
Translating new oppor-
tunities into productive
sectors will require in-
vestment in research and
development, building
technical capacity,and cre-
ating the right environ-
ment to attract and retain
investment.

Attaining the full poten-
tial of the Blue Economy
may seem a daunting task.
However, many of the 
elements required to 
transition already exist.
The Commonwealth
Secretariat has been work-
ing with a number of coun-
tries in the region in this
regard. National Ocean
Policies have been pre-
pared for several countries
including St. Kitts and
Nevis, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and The
Bahamas, and we are pro-
viding ongoing assistance
to support the implemen-
tation of these policies.

Greater ambition is
needed when it comes to
the Blue Economy and the
Caribbean has to respond
quickly. Seychelles now
has a Ministry of Finance,
Trade and the Blue
Economy. Mauritius has
also recently established a
Ministry focusing on the
Ocean Economy.The man-
date of these new entities
is to transform economic
development through the
resources that exist in the
ocean.

The challenges are
many but the rewards are
potentially significant. It
is time for the Caribbean
to act and the
Commonwealth stands
ready to support the re-
gion in this venture.

(Deodat Maharaj,
Deputy Secretary
General of the
Commonwealth)

10 • Monday March 2, 2015 Business Monday

Blue Economy offers rich rewards 
– to countries

that seize 
the moment

Deodat Maharaj, Deputy
Secretary General of the
Commonwealth.

       



BERGER PAINTS is making it eas-
ier for consumers to choose colour
combinations, with the launch of
Berger Ezycolour 4 Pics; a new and
innovative service for both resi-
dential and commercial proper-

ties.
Selecting the right colour combina-

tion can be a challenging task for many
consumers, considering the thousands
of colours available today. Berger be-
lieves that choosing colour schemes

should be an easy and a pleasurable ex-
perience and Berger Ezycolour 4 Pics
aims to do just that, by providing four
clean, professionally done digital 
images of any property, in any colour
combination, in just 72 hours.

Consumers just need to e-mail digital
photographs of their painting projects,
in a resolution 300-dpi or higher JPEG,
indicating any 4 colours for considera-
tion. Berger’s colour experts then work
to provide four options each in a 3-
colour harmonious combination, mak-
ing it easy for consumers to have a very
good picture of how their property
would look in 4 different colour com-
binations; all before painting.

To make it even easier for consumers
who have no idea what colours to
choose, Berger is further enhancing
Berger Ezycolour 4 Pics with free
colour advisory services. A Berger
Colour Advisor will also be available to
guide consumers in choosing the right
colour combination, products and sheen
level for each room. To deliver on the
Company’s long-held slogan of “Lasting
beauty and protection”, Berger is also
offering free technical advice and quo-
tations, where any pre-existing com-
mon paint problems can be identified
and the solutions provided. Consumers
are encouraged to make an appoint-
ment for both the Colour Advisory
Service and Technical assistance.

For more information, call 425-9073,
e-mail colouradvisors@gmail.com or
visit the Berger Paint Doctor Facebook
page where painting tips, product infor-
mation and décor ideas are just a click
away ... and to top it off these services
are ALL FREE!
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ELEGANT HOTELS GROUP has 
announced the recent appointment 
of  Adrian Grant as the general 
manager of its west coast property,
Tamarind.

Adrian joins the team with over 20
years of experience in the hotel indus-
try and a strong history of delivering
results and successful leadership in
managerial roles. He also brings ex-
tensive knowledge of Elegant Hotels
Group, having previously worked at
Tamarind, as well as sister properties
Turtle Beach and Crystal Cove.

As general manager of Tamarind, he
will be responsible for the hotel oper-
ation and customer service delivery as
he continues to build on the resort’s
strength as an affordable luxury West

Coast property.
Chief Executive Officer of Elegant

Hotels Group, Sunil Chatrani, com-
mented on the appointment: “We are
thrilled to welcome Adrian back to the
Elegant Hotels Group family. His expe-
rience and extensive knowledge of the
Elegant brand and its hotels make him
the ideal candidate for the role and we
look forward to working with him to
develop new and exciting initiatives
at Tamarind.”

Grant said: “I have seen the prop-
erty go from strength to strength over
the years and I am excited to be at the
helm once again. I look forward to
working alongside the team to deliver
a truly memorable holiday experience
to all our guests.”

Elegant Hotels Group
appoints Adrian Grant as
general manager of Tamarind

Adrian Grant is the new General
Manager at Tamarind.

Berger rolls out Ezycolour 4 Pics
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THE past week was
quite busy for private
sector officials.

The monthly luncheon of
the Barbados Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(BCCI), the 18th annual
conference of the Barbados
Association of Office

Professionals (BAOP) and
a dialogue on renewable
energy at the University of
the West Indies, Cave Hill,
were among some of the
events which took place.

Today Business
Monday highlights some of
those events.

Business
highlights

Part of the audience at the BCCI luncheon.

Mrs. Lisa Gale of the BCCI greeted by Gervase Warner of Massy Holdings Limited. Tracey Shuffler, BCCI
President and Eddie Abed of the BCCI share in the moment.

Some of those in attendance at the renewable energy seminar.

Sandra Griffith-Carrington, President of the
Barbados Association of Office Professionals
making a presentation at the conference.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

ARE the countries of the
western hemisphere and in
particular the USA, likely to
consider breathing fresh life
into the Free Trade Area of
the Americas? “I doubt it”,
screamed a Trade Policy
analyst two weeks ago.

“That thing is dead,” he
declared to further highlight the
point that the FTAA, which had
promised much but delivered
very little, is certainly not on the
radar of the power brokers in this
part of the world.

Rather, some countries the
USA,Canada,Chile,and Mexico
from the same FTAA region, are
coming together as part of the
new set up known as the Trans
Pacific Partnership Agreement.

“So that’s where the focus is
right now,” the Barbados based
Specialist stated.

It would be recalled in the last
US Presidential elections that
not a word was said about it.The
then Republican Presidential
candidate Mitt Romney,
mentioned repeatedly that one
of the areas for boosting the
USA’s economy, were he to
become the next American
President, was by increasing
American exports to Latin
America. It was stated in this
column around that time that
while he was reluctant to give
details and specifics on how to
proceed in the areas outlined as
policymaking, it left one to
wonder what approach he would
be undertaking to effect that
plan.

Since then much has happened

on the global trade agenda that
has seemingly put the FTAA to
bed. The talks which had taken
place at Doha for a new trade
round have resulted in some
breakthroughs, although not
everything was agreed on when
the WTO called a halt to
proceedings towards the end of
2013.An agreement of sorts was
reached with trade facilitation
being the most significant of the
agreements reached.

Then there has been the
emergence of the TPP which is
about pushing trading relations
and environmental issues among
12 countries to date, from Latin
America, Asia and Oceania. The
USA is said to have free trade
agreements with six of the
countries linked to the TPP, so it
is assumed it has no time for the
FTAA.

The overwhelming evidence
has shown that trade is a very
important vehicle for promoting
and enhancing the economic
growth of nations. The models
conducted on the benefits of trade
show that economies tend to
grow faster as a result of
increasing trade. For instance,
trade (in both goods and services)
is one of the driving forces of GDP
in Barbados.

It leads to competition for
industries, investments,cheaper
products to consumers, the
transfer of technology,and overall
a more efficient economy.
Countries are more inclined to
promote exports while also
opening their markets to imports.

The trouble with the FTAA is
that some of the big players were
not allowed to have their way in

dictating what should take place
with market opening; how to
apply tariffs and how to treat
foreign direct investment, since
some of the FTAA players had
engineered the removal of that
subject from the WTO Cancun
Ministerial; and to deal
specifically with small states who
wanted special and differential
treatment by whatever name it
was to be called within the FTAA.

Worst yet the Free Trade Area
of the Americas (FTAA) which
promised much from inception in
the mid 1990s has fizzled out, or
better yet is dormant at this
stage for identical reasons.

The FTAA was spawned in the
mid 1990s to integrate 34
hemispheric states into a free
trade block.The basic premise of
the FTAA was the elimination of
barriers to trade and investment,
and to promote economic
development in hemispheric
member states with the
exception of Cuba. Those
countries in the hemisphere
range in size from the USA,
Canada, Brazil, Mexico and
Argentina among others, to
smaller Caribbean ones like
Barbados and those making up
the Organisation of East
Caribbean States (OECS).

There was rigorous
preparation for the FTAA. This
was undertaken by negotiating
groups of which they were nine.
The nine groups were responsible
for market access, agriculture,
investment,services,government
procurement, intellectual
property,subsidies,anti dumping
and countervailing duties,
competition policy and dispute

settlement.
The year 2005 was set as the

deadline for completing the start
up of the FTAA.

Unfortunately the wrangling
among countries, mainly the big
ones, held up the process. They
quarreled repeatedly about the
level of tariffs,subsidies to sectors
like agriculture and
manufacturing, and investment
and intellectual property rights
and environment goods. The
differences were mainly between
the USA and the bigger countries
in the Americas, as well as
between the USA and the

smaller Caribbean territories.
So it now appears that the

thrust in this hemisphere will be
towards bilateral trade
agreements since the
multilateral process has lost its
way. Canada and the Caribbean
are locked in negotiations for a
new economic development
agreement. Following this there
is the likelihood that the
Caribbean and the USA will get
down to business on a similar
pact, and others across the
hemisphere are engaging each
other.

So rest in peace FTAA.

TRADE IN FOCUSFree Trade Area of the
Americas irrelevant

Leaders of TPP member states and prospective member states attend a TPP summit in 2010.

Mitt Romney.
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THE West Indies Rum
Distillery’s (WIRD)
Product Development
Committee, a team of tal-
ented rum experts, is re-
sponsible for Cockspur
Splash - the latest rum to
hit the Barbados market.

Armed with research
from the Beverage
Information Group which
noted that flavoured spir-
its sales in the United
States (US) were growing
at a rate 10 times faster
than all other spirits, the
Committee set out to de-
velop a flavoured

Cockspur rum product
after witnessing similar
trends here in Barbados.

Development of
Cockspur Splash Rum
took approximately 10
months. A number of
blends were developed
and market trials were
conducted. The top per-
forming flavours,
Pineapple Coconut and
the Green Apple, were se-
lected for production. The
product, which is avail-
able in a 350ml and
750ml size, has since be-
come the only Bajan-

made, fruit-flavored,
white rum.

The establishment of
this new rum comes at a
time when Caribbean
rum producers are expe-
riencing challenges in the
US market as a result of
the Cover Over Subsidy
which offers US
Distilleries the advan-
tage of selling at lower
prices than non-US dis-
tilleries. Through this
practice, WIRD like other
regional distilleries, has
subsequently lost bulk
rum customers to US dis-

tilleries.
Cockspur Splash is ex-

pected to boost Cockspur
Rum sales given the ris-
ing cocktail culture in
Barbados. Sales for
Barbados are projected to
grow steadily and there
are also plans to expand
into other markets.

The Cockspur Splash
launch campaign will
commence in the local
market at the beginning
of March with sampling,
mixology competitions,
retail specials and press
advertisements.

WILLIAM Griffith,
CEO of Barbados
Tourism Marketing Inc
revealed that there are
plans to introduce cre-
ative promotional op-
tions to help to rebuild
the Caribbean market.

In the Barbados
Tourism Review at the
Island Inn Hotel, he re-
ported, that although the
CARICOM market regis-
tered a loss of 9.9 per cent,
it remained the third
largest source market for
the island. Thirty-five per
cent of the total visitors
from this region or 27 915
travellers came from
Trinidad & Tobago.

“Our research tells us
that this decline is due to
a number of factors, in-
cluding diminished spend-
ing power among poten-
tial travellers, and a 10
per cent reduction in seats
via LIAT,” he explained.

He also stated that high
airfares placed regional
travel in an uncompetitive

position, in some in-
stances, when compared
to the cost of international
travel.

Griffith pointed out that
Barbados is fortunate in
that several events con-
tinue to attract visitors
from the region to our
shores. These include the
Crop Over Festival,
Barbados Gospel Fest, the
Barbados Reggae Festival,
and Hennessey Artistry
concert, as well as most
motorsports events, which
have proven to be very
popular with Barbados’
Caribbean neighbours.

“Our task is to create
the right packages and
deals to support this trend
so that all potential
Caribbean visitors will
have the incentive to visit
Barbados,” Griffith main-
tained. “We will also en-
gage creatively with our
airline partners in an at-
tempt to increase intra-re-
gional travel.”

He said that despite the

challenges Barbados still
has high hopes for the
Caribbean market. “Our
team has already started
assessing our market posi-
tion and the ways we can
enhance Barbados’ image
as an aspirational and at-
tainable destination. We
are also considered a
mecca for successful, well-
designed and produced
events and we will be
working with our airline
and tour operator part-
ners in the region to offer
packages around these
events.”

The Tourism Official
said that the high cost of
airfare continues to be a
concern and that this
country is exploring cre-
ative promotional options.
“There will be strategic
partnerships with key in-
fluential individuals and
associations with exten-
sive databases of potential
visitors. Our emphasis
will be on attracting re-
gional sports events, as

well as the MICE market,”
he promised.

Emerging markets
The CEO also revealed,

“Arrivals from Brazil con-
tinue to trend very posi-
tively. There were some
great package promotions
in the market during that
period, including the
Barbados Island Inclusive
and a Flat Fare Sale. As a
result Brazil was up 18
per cent or 864 additional
passengers year on year
and this is the highest
number of arrivals we
have had since the intro-
duction of the Gol flight.”

He noted that several
travel trade initiatives
were undertaken such as
familiarisation trips to
Barbados and agent train-
ing. As such Barbados is
already seeing the fruit of
these efforts and plans to
do even more to grow this
very important market.

“In Brazil, our travel
trade activities are in the
advanced planning stage

with a travel agent incen-
tive programme set to
come on stream in the
near future. Fam trips
and agent training will be
combined with chances to
win prize trips to
Barbados. We will con-
tinue to work with major
tour operators and media
professionals as well to en-
sure we continue to grow
our arrivals out of this im-
portant region. Luxury,
sports, MICE, romance
and educational travel are
all niches that our re-
search has suggested we
must pursue aggressively
in the Brazilian market.
We will also be exploring
potential business outside
of the traditional Rio de
Janeiro and Sao Paolo

hubs” he said.
Griffith believes, “These

are exciting times for
Barbados’ tourism. While
many of these initiatives
have proven successful for
Barbados through the
years, the difference going
forward will be an in-
creased use of research
and measurement to as-
sess our strategic posi-
tions. “At present the
Immigration form pro-
vides trends and visitor
analysis, but visitor seg-
mentation analysis is the
next step to understand
the types of people that
are travelling to Barbados
so that we can focus time,
energy and dollars in the
most relevant areas,”
Griffith added. (NB)

Plans to rejuvenate Caribbean market

New flavoured rum developed
in Barbados

The Crop Over Festival is one of many events which attracts visitors to this island.

William Griffith, CEO of Barbados Tourism Marketing
Inc.

Cockspur splash pineapple coconut and Cockspur
splash green apple.
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DIGICEL, the Irish-
owned telecom giant,
expects to raise
US$925 million
(J$106.4 b) in senior
notes in order to re-
deem a previous issue,
stated US-based rating
agency Fitch.

Its the latest proposed
bond issue from the com-
pany with operations in
the Caribbean and Pacific
seeking to finance its in-
creased capital spend.

Fitch expects Digicel
Ltd, a subsidiary of the
group, to issue the “pro-
posed US$925 million

senior notes due 2023”.
The proceeds are ex-
pected to “fully redeem its
US$800 million 8.25 per
cent senior notes due
2017 and to pay for a ten-
der premium for such re-
demption, as well as the
associated accrued inter-
est”, stated Fitch in an
online document this
week.

Fitch reasoned that the
new debt would not nega-
tively affect the company
as it continues to gener-
ate a sufficient cash bal-
ance at some half-a-bil-
lion dollars.

“Fitch expects the com-
pany’s financial leverage
to remain stable over the
medium term given its
high cash balance.
Despite forecasted nega-
tive free cash flow and
some pending invest-

ments, its cash balance of
US$512 million at
December 2014 should
cover any shortfall from
cash flow from operations
without a significant
need for external financ-
ing. Therefore, Fitch does
not foresee any material
increase in the company’s
gross debt level, which
was US$6.4 billion at
December 2014,” stated
Fitch.

Digicel continues to in-
vest in network expan-
sion and its tower-build-
ing project in Myanmar
(Burma). This resulted in
Fitch forecasting annual
capex to surpass US$600
million from US$550 
million in fiscal year
2014.

“Positively, Fitch be-
lieves that the free 
cash flow generation
could turn positive from
fiscal 2016 as expansion-
ary capex falls in the ab-
sence of any sizable spe-
cial dividend,” stated
Fitch which gives the
Digicel Group Ltd and 
its subsidiaries a ‘B’ 
rating with stable out-
look.

“Digicel’s ratings reflect
its solid performance 
and cash flow from oper-
ations generation, geo-
graphic diversification
with a leading market po-
sition, strong brand
recognition, as well as
Fitch’s expectation for
stable credit metrics over
the medium term. The
ratings are tempered by
its aggressive share-
holder distribution, high
leverage and the expo-
sure of its operations to
low-rated countries,”
stated Fitch.

Digicel generated “sta-
ble” but undisclosed op-
erating results in the first
nine months of fiscal year

2015, ending on March
31, 2015; and Fitch ex-
pects this trend to con-
tinue over the medium
term.

“The company’s con-
stant-currency-based rev-
enue posted stable
growth of 5.0 per cent
with a solid earning be-
fore interest depreciation
amortisation (EBITDA)
margin of 43 per cent dur-
ing the period,” stated the
rating agency.

This was mainly driven
by increasing data rev-
enue supporting average
revenue per user and
steady growth in Papua
New Guinea (PNG),
Trinidad & Tobago, and
Other Markets segment.
Digicel also increased its
subscriber base to 13.8
million as of December
2014 from 13.4 million a
year earlier. Increasing
smartphone penetration
rose to 31 per cent as of
December 2014 from 20
per cent a year ago, which
reflects a trend away
from traditional mobile
voice revenues.

Digicel proposes to raise US$925m – Fitch

IN an effort to increase
workers’ productivity, as
well as to facilitate sus-
tainable growth in the
economy, Government
has developed the
Barbados Human
Resource Development
Strategy.

This from Minister of
Labour, Social Security
and Human Resource
Development, Senator
Dr. Esther Byer, as she
gave remarks at a public
lecture held as part of 
the Human Resource
Management Association
of Barbados’ week of ac-
tivities.

The lecture was held
recently at the 3Ws
Pavilion, UWI, Cave Hill
Campus, under the
theme: “Fostering a
Culture of Game-
Changing Leadership”.

“The main outcome 
of this strategy is to 
provide a framework for
strengthening human 
resource and skills devel-
opment, while improving
the employability and
productivity of all Bar-
badians,” Senator Byer
explained.

The Labour Minister
listed several pieces of
legislation which her
Ministry was currently
developing, aimed at 
providing the best possi-
ble working environ-
ments. These include the
Anti-Discrimination Bill
and the Minimum Wage
Board Bill.

She also noted that
while change was neces-

sary, it was not enough 
to only adapt to change,
but to stay relevant 
by being forward think-
ing in how the change
process was under-
taken.

“Ultimately, you want
profitability, but you also
want an employee-ori-

ented, productive work-
place in which employees
are energised and en-
gaged,” she concluded.

The lecture’s featured
speaker was Director of
Global Business with the
Society for Human
Resource Management,
Robert Garcia.

Human resource
development strategy to
foster positive change 

Fitch reasoned that the new
debt would not negatively
affect the company, as it
continues to generate a

sufficient cash balance at
some half-a-billion dollars.

Minister of Labour, Social Security and Human
Resource Development, Senator Dr. Esther Byer.
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BY their early 60s, many
people are looking forward
to their last day of work and
a comfortable retirement.

You have to hustle to stay rel-
evant, employed and in busi-
ness. – Julia Chung

But, that wasn’t the case for
Jane Angelich, who in 2013
found herself interviewing for a
non-profit position at age 62
after decades of serial entrepre-
neurship. She didn’t need a job,
she just wanted one.

“I wanted to go back into the
workforce and see how over 25
years of working for myself
would translate in a corporate
setting,” said Angelich, now 63.
She ultimately moved across the
US to become the vice president
of e-commerce for the National
4-H Council, a youth develop-
ment and empowerment organ-
isation. “I wanted it to be with a
non-profit organisation. I plan
on enjoying every minute of it,
with no end in sight. I plan on
being around here a long time.”

Working in retirement isn’t
just for those who can’t afford to
quit. There are many retire-
ment-age workers who remain
employed in either full- or part-
time work simply because they
enjoy it. Of the 75% of US work-
ers who expect to work for as
long as they can, 39% say it’s be-
cause they like it, according to a
poll from Bankrate.com. Now
that the UK has abolished the
forced retirement age, more
than 1 million people over age
65 are choosing to stay in work,
according to the Department for
Work and Pensions. In fact, only
29% of UK workers expect to
quit entirely after retirement,
according to research from
Aegon. And in Spain and

France, only about half of work-
ers expect to stop working when
they reach retirement age.

“Often people that are work-
ing longer love what they’re
doing,” said Chris Long, a finan-
cial planner with Long
Financial Planning in Chicago
in the US. The extra income is
nice, but it’s about something
else for some non-retirees. “It’s
more about the enjoyment of the
work. It helps them feel fulfilled
in life.”

If you want to work well into
your 60s or 70s, here are some
pointers:

What it will take: You’ll need
to keep your skills fresh, con-
tinue networking and stay in
good health. It also helps to
work in a field – or plan to work
in a field – that lends itself to
older workers.

“I’ve very rarely seen seniors
toughing it out for a long time in
labour-intensive jobs,” said Julia
Chung, a financial and estate
planner with JYC Financial in
Langley, British Columbia in
Canada. “I see a number of sen-
iors in consulting and executive
positions, as well as home-based
businesses that employ their
more artistic skills.”

How long you need to prepare:
It depends on the amount of
change you’re envisioning. “If
you want to just phase back,
then you might want to start
thinking about that a couple of
years before it happens,” Long
said.“If you’re changing careers,
I might start five years or even
10 years back, investigating dif-
ferent options for something to
do.”

Do it now:
Stay cur-

rent.

Some workers tend to coast to-
ward the end of their careers,
but if you want to remain work-
ing in your chosen field, don’t be
one of them. Continue being
proactive: attend conferences,
take classes to stay abreast of
the latest technology, go to in-
dustry events and network with
colleagues.

“Don’t paint yourself into a
corner of comfort,” Chung said.
“That’s the place where we lose
our edge, no matter how old we
are. You have to hustle to stay
relevant, employed and in busi-
ness.”

Test out any new fields you’re
considering. If you plan to quit
your current job and try your
hand at something else in re-
tirement, make sure you know

what you’re getting into.“A lot of
times, something looks great
from the outside but when you
get into it, there’s a lot of stuff
that may not be a good fit,” Long
said. “Try working in that field
part-time or volunteering in it
first.”

Work with a professional.
There are a variety of ways that
income after a certain age can
affect your pension or benefit in-
come. “If you work beyond 65 in
New Zealand and you earn
other income because you are
working, your superannuation
[pension] payments are re-
duced,” said Rod Mudgway, a fi-
nancial advisor with
Brackenridge Financial
Solutions in Auckland, New
Zealand.

And, if you’re collecting social
security payments before full re-
tirement age in the US, and you
earn more than a certain
amount, the government will re-
duce your payments accordingly.

It also may not be possible to
work and collect benefits simul-
taneously in some countries.
“Recently a colleague of mine
wished to continue working and
at the same time draw his
French pension,” said Michael
Lodhi, a financial advisor with
the Spectrum IFA Group in
Paris.But,a tax advisor told him
it simply wasn’t possible. “Good
planning is essential,” Lodhi
said.

At the same time, earning in-
come late in life might also make
it possible for you to delay tak-
ing your pension or benefits pay-
ments, which may increase the
amount you’ll receive later.
“That’s definitely true of social
security,” Long said. “You get
your maximum benefit at age
70.”A financial advisor can help
you run the numbers.

Don’t count on the income for
now – or later. Continuing to
earn money can make a big dif-
ference in your retirement plan

– but it’s not a guarantee.“From
a purely financial planning
point of view, one should never
rely on the ability to continue to
work as we get older,” Lodhi
said. “In a perfect world, make
sure you have sufficient pension
income available and treat addi-
tional employment income as a
bonus.”

Do it later: Keep an eye on
your health benefits. Working
for an employer that offers
health insurance can be a great
perk of continuing to work – but
in Canada, for instance, many
group benefits plans won’t cover
you after a certain age, usually
65. “The extended health care,
dental care, life and disability
insurance that many employees
are used to just dry up,” said
Chung. Plan for it, understand
what your options are for pri-
vate medical coverage,and what
is available in your province
under the public medical sys-
tem.

Allow for some wiggle room.
Even for the best laid plans,
sometimes life gets in the way.
“You may want to work forever,
but family changes, anything
from the arrival of grandchil-
dren to an illness, may require
more of your time, or there could
be industry changes,” Chung
said. “The list is endless.”

Do it smarter: Don’t forget to
enjoy yourself. Extra cash is
helpful, but don’t spend so much
time with your nose to the grind-
stone that you miss out on late-
in-life opportunities.Spend time
with your family, enjoy some
hobbies and leisure, and take
care of your health.

“I like to see people at least re-
duce the amount of time they’re
working when they are in retire-
ment,” Chung said – including
even those who love their work.
“If you can take advantage of in-
creased freedom, I would recom-
mend it.You can’t put a price on
joy.”

How to work forever – if you want to

If you want to work longer, then you’ll need to keep your skills fresh, continue networking and
stay in good health.

You can’t always get what you want – unless you want to work forever?
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HONESTY is the best policy. Unless
we happen to be talking about CVs
and resumes, it seems.

In 2014,63 per cent of all the confirmed
employment frauds reported to Cifas, the
UK’s fraud prevention service, involved
people lying about their education, former
employment or qualifications.

This has serious consequences for
employees and employers alike. But
checking the veracity of all claims made on
CVs is time-consuming, costly and
difficult.

Can technology help?

Digital proof
There are piecemeal tools that help with

some qualifications, but no over-arching
system.

For instance, in the UK many
universities subscribe to the Higher
Education Degree Datacheck system that
logs who got what at which university. It
can also help unmask bogus universities
and colleges.

Beyond that, firms have to interrogate
search engines and social networks to test
people’s CV claims.

But education and training giant
Pearson thinks it has come up with a way
of removing some of this uncertainty.

High-profile CV cheats
• Alison Ryan, would-be PR manager

for Manchester United, claimed to have a
first class degree from Cambridge.In fact,
she got a second and had been banned
from practising law. She was sacked from
the £125,000 a year job at the football club
in 2000.

• In 2012, former Yahoo boss Scott
Thompson falsely claimed to have a
computer science degree and had to step
down once the truth was uncovered.

• Radioshack boss David Edmondson
went one better and claimed to have two
degrees, in psychology and theology, that
he did not possess.He left the company in
2006.

• Upping the ante even further was
Marilee Jones, former dean of admissions
at MIT, who claimed to have three
University qualifications,two degrees and
a doctorate, she had not earned. It took 28
years for the falsehoods to be unearthed.
Ms Jones resigned soon after.

If you want to avoid the mistakes these
miscreants made, read How to write a
successful CV.

It turns out she wasn’t even a qualified
accountant when she was first hired.

The problem is, many companies don’t
have the time or the resources to do proper
background checks.

‘Manual job’
The BBC spoke to one HR director at a

FTSE 100 company about her team’s
experiences checking qualifications. She
declined to be named because of the
sensitivity of the subject.

“It’s very difficult to do the checking at
the moment,”she said.“It’s quite a manual
job and there’s a lot of administration
involved.”

As a result, her firm and many others
only check CVs after someone has taken
up a role. It simply would not be practical
to do it for all applications, she said, even
though she acknowledged that finding out
about the embellishments and lies after
someone has started work is not ideal.

Called Acclaim, its system involves
digital badges that are awarded when

people who enrol have completed a specific
training course or project.

“Up to now most achievement
certificates or college degrees are on
paper,” says Clarke Porter, head of the
Acclaim scheme. “They are not very
computer friendly and you cannot share
your paper certificate you have hanging on
your wall because it is not digitised.”

“We want to bring about a
transformation where proper credentials
are digitised and can be shared on the
internet,” he says.

As its name implies,a digital badge is an
electronic equivalent of that paper
certificate, but it includes an online link
back to an organisation that can verify
that the person is really entitled to the
qualification.

The badge is not just a pretty picture –
metadata buried within it gives more
detail about the qualification to potential
employers, says Mr Porter. This kind of
digitisation will start to help employers
home in much more easily on the right
candidates for positions, he says.

The skills do not have to be linked only
to school or college qualifications,either.In
the IT field a lot of people build up hands-
on experience rather than learn it in the
classroom,says Mr Porter,and this can be
reflected in a digital certificate, too.

“These are not badges you get just for
showing up,” he says. “They are about
career-worthy skills that you are proud
of.”

‘Levelling the playing field’
The scheme began in 2014 and Pearson

says it hopes to issue about one million
badges this year. Almost every training
course offered by the company will bestow
a badge on those who complete the
courses.

It also has the co-operation of career
sites such as LinkedIn so people can
display relevant badges on their profiles.

“It’s all about levelling the playing field,”
says Mr Porter.

Acclaim signatories include software
firm Adobe, Microsoft’s Sales Academy,
and IT consultancy Citrix. A variety of
professional organisations, schools and
colleges have also signed up to the scheme.

Acclaim is part of a larger initiative
called Open Badges, kicked off by

technology community Mozilla, which
aims to get digital badges extended to all
kinds of skills, from basic coding to project
management.

The UK’s Open University is one
institution among many others starting to
experiment with badged courses.

Millions of people are expected to win
the badges and start displaying them this
year.

Little white lies
Turning Ds into Bs or As on your CV or

claiming professional qualifications you
never took, may seem innocuous in the
grand scheme of things.

But it’s a high risk strategy that can
backfire badly. CV fraud is a crime.

Cifas reported that the number of people
being prosecuted for CV and qualification
fraud is on the rise.Some people have been
jailed for claiming an education history
they did not possess.

Companies can suffer, too.
Karen Carberry was finance director at

recruitment firm Reed until she was
caught stealing from the firm after
working there for 11 years. She is now
serving a four-year jail sentence for

pilfering more than £300,000 from the
company.

“We do take action against it when we
find out,” she said. “In our business we do
have commercial teams out at clients so if
they are working on particular jobs they
should be who they say they are.”

“We want to know that people are being
transparent,” she added.

The problems get particularly acute
when dealing with jobs in fields such as
finance and law that have a well-defined
scheme of professional qualifications, she
said.

With tough competition for jobs the final
choice can rest on who has the best
qualifications on paper.

Technology deficit
Until digital badge or other schemes

achieve industry-wide acceptance,
companies will have to rely on the due
diligence of recruitment companies.

“Recruiters are required to make
reasonable enquiries to ensure that the
candidates they put forward are suitable
for the roles they are intending to fill,”
says Kevin Green, chief executive of the
Recruitment and Employment
Confederation.

“This doesn’t rule out the possibility that
a candidate could lie on their CV and end
up getting the job, but it does mean that
recruiters will take practical steps to make
sure you are right for the role,” he added.

Honesty works best for both sides, he
said.

“Trust is crucial to the relationship
between an employer and employee.If you
are breaking that trust from the start by
lying on your CV it could be detrimental
in the long run.”

But once these qualifications are
regularly digitised – and increasingly
sophisticated linguistic analysis of
covering letters reveals personality traits
and false claims – honesty will be pretty
much the only policy.

Can digital technology help stamp out CV fraud?

If digital badges for qualifications become widespread, honesty will be 
compulsory.

Although it may be tempting to massage the truth on a CV, you could end up in
jail.
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MEXICO CITY – The
Economic Commission for
Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) has
called for diversification 
of the region’s productive
structure, saying that 
current rates of economic
growth in the region 
are insufficient to beat
poverty and guarantee
equal rights.

At the same time,
ECLAC’s executive secre-
tary,Alicia Bárcena, urged

the region to urgently in-
crease productivity.

Despite the economic
and social progress made
in the last decade,
Bárcena warned that com-
plex external context
poses new challenges, said
the most senior represen-
tative of ECLAC.

“Development with
equality implies overcom-
ing structural gaps in 
job-related, educational,
social, physical and fiscal

matters,” said Bárcena in
addressing the Ricardo
Torres Gaitán Lecture at
the National Autonomous
University of Mexico
(UNAM).

She called on regional
countries to forge social
pacts to carry out needed
institutional reforms,with
a long-term strategic per-
spective.

“Pacts on investment
and productivity are
needed, now more than

ever,” said Bárcena, identi-
fying other needed meas-
ures, such as the expan-
sion of countercyclical
macroeconomic policies
and the strengthening of
regional integration.

ECLAC estimated a
moderate recovery in 
regional growth for 2015 
– a 2.2 per cent increase 
in gross domestic product
– while regional exports
have stagnated since
2012.

ANTIGUA AND BAR-
BUDA Prime Minister
Gaston Browne said a
Chinese partner is pro-
viding government with
US$30 million and the
Venezuelan government 
a US$24 million loan to
purchase and upgrade the
West Indies Oil Company
(WIOC).

The prime minister 
divulged no details about
the new Chinese investor.

Venezuela’s Foreign
Minister Delcy Rodriguez
was in Antigua recently
to hammer out an agree-
ment.

“We have, in essence
and in principle, agreed 
to the terms of our
arrangement which in-
clude an equity participa-
tion by Venezuela, as well
as a loan facility to help
us to upgrade the West
Indies Oil Company facil-
ity.

“Our plan is to turn
WIOC into a major petrol
distribution hub in the
northern Caribbean. We
have sold them the idea
and they have agreed to
support us. They will 
be providing 24 million
US dollars in funding,”
Browne stated.

Prime Minister Browne

noted WIOC is interested
in buying light crude from
Russia to mix with the pe-
troleum from Venezuela
and they would also ex-
plore importing oil from
Nigeria.According to him,
it will be a new business
venture that would see
the oil company trading
petrol on the interna-
tional market.

Government currently
owns 25 per cent of the
shares in WIOC, and said
it has an agreement to
buy the remaining 75 per
cent of the shares for
US$30 million.

“The excess funds will
be utilised for mainte-
nance and expansion of
WIOC. We intend to turn
WIOC into a major profit
centre with the govern-
ment maintaining 51 per
cent of the shares. Some 
of the shares will be di-
vested to Antiguans and
Barbudans eventually.

“I think WIOC is poised
to become a major facility
in the sub-region. This
new enterprise has the
ability to create more jobs
for our people and make
an even more significant
contribution towards 
national development,”
Browne said.

KINGSTOWN, St.
Vincent – The St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines private
sector says it is encour-
aged by efforts to make
financing more acces-
sible to stakeholders
within the tourism 
industry even as it 
expressed concerns
about the weak per-
formance of the indus-
try.

Brian Glasgow, a mem-
ber of the accounting firm
KPMG, told a Chamber of
Industry and Commerce
organised overview of the
2015 national budget that
this was the feedback
from industry stakehold-
ers after the government
outlined its fiscal package
earlier this month.

During the budget 
presentation of the
EC$969 million (One EC
dollar=US$0.37 cents) 
fiscal package, Prime

Minister and Minister 
of Finance Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves announced
continued concession for
construction, expansion,
refurbishing and equip-
ping hotels.

He said some homeown-
ers are receiving conces-
sions to expand their
homes to accommodate
medical students, and
again mentioned the pos-
sibility of a large hotel
being built at Mt. Wynne
on the leeward coast.

Glasgow said that some
members of the Chamber
will recognise that for the
past 30 years, successive
governments have been
talking about a large hotel
at Mt. Wynne.

“So we hope that some-
thing materialises,” he
said, noting the impor-
tance of the sector to the
socio-economic develop-
ment of the island.

“We all recognise that

tourism benefits employ-
ment, the construction 
industry, the agricultural
industry, but I think –
again from talking to
players in the tourism in-
dustry – there is a lot of
concern about our relative
position in the regional
tourism picture.

“There were some sta-
tistics that were discussed
during the Budget, and
assuming these statistics
to be correct, we seem to
be on the weak end as a
player in the tourism
market, and with the po-
tential emergence of Cuba
in the tourism market, I
think there is a genuine
cause for us to start to get
more focused,” he said.

Glasgow spoke of a need
for more dialogue between
the government and the
private sector on the 
future of the nation’s
tourism product.

“Otherwise, we will not

be able to continue to 
compete. And, with the
eventual completion of
the Argyle International
Airport, if we do not have
the tourism plant to sup-
port an airport, we will
have an airport that is 
unable to sustain itself
from a cost-benefit per-
spective.”

The government has
budgeted EC$4.6 million
for agriculture moderni-
sation and development,
and a second six million
EC dollar tranche for 
the Farmers Support
Company, a revolving loan
initiative.

It has also budgeted
EC$500 000 for small
business support a simi-
lar amount for the arrow-
root industry revitalisa-
tion, EC$500 000 for the
upgrade of agricultural
stations, and EC$600 000
to develop the arrowroot
and cocoa industry.

Glasgow said the per-
spectives of the private
sector on these proposals
were garnered through
discussions with stake-
holders.

“The private sector ap-
preciates the fact that
commercial financing is
being made available to
the agricultural sector be-
cause the agricultural sec-
tor, by nature, is from a
banking perspective, high
risk. So bankers typically
would not look at agricul-
tural projects very high on
their priority scale, so the
government is addressing
that by making a revolv-
ing fund available to
farmers,” he said.

“On the other hand,
there are residual con-
cerns in the private sec-
tor about the ability of
small farmers, which we

generally have in 
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines … to compete
with the large multi-
nationals and the large
plantations in Latin
America. We don’t have
the economies of scale and
we don’t seems to be able
to take advantage of the
fact that we can sell our
products as organic prod-
uct, compared to the large
farmers who tend to use 
a lot of pesticides and so
on,” he told the gathering.

Regarding the banana
industry, which is still
struggling to recover from
the ravages of Black
Sigatoka, which ran amok
amidst government inac-
tion, Glasgow said: “The
anticipated resurgence in
the banana industry is 
a lot slower than most
people would like.”

Private sector warm to efforts
to revitalise tourism industry

Antigua gov’t secures
US$54 million to buy
and upgrade WIOC

ECLAC calls for diversification 
of region’s productive structure

The West Indies Oil Company (WIOC) is interested in buying light crude from Russia to mix with the petro-
leum from Venezuela and will also explore importing oil from Nigeria.
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AT the Bank of
Jamaica (BOJ) quar-
terly press briefing on
Thursday, Governor
Brian Wynter, going
beyond his written
press release, boldly
stated that “this fiscal
year, inflation will be
below five per cent”.

This is well below the
fiscal year target for
2014/15 of seven to nine
per cent. He noted that
inflation has fallen faster
than anticipated, with
the “downside risk” to
the current fiscal year
target driven by the re-
cent monthly trend of an
absolute fall in prices.
January’s inflation rate
of minus 0.5 per cent was
the third consecutive
month of deflation. As a
consequence, the annual
rate of inflation for the
12 months including
January had now fallen
to 5.3 per cent, almost
half the 9.3 per cent
recorded for the corre-
sponding period last
year.

His inflation forecast
for the next fiscal year at
between 5.5 to 7.5 per
cent also reflected the
BOJ’s expectation for
continued moderation 
in energy costs.
Importantly, he believes
that inflation during 
the course of the year is
likely to fall well below
the range for the full
year, perhaps to
September, before rising
later in the year.

He advised, however,
that this was only the

BOJ forecast, and not yet
approved as an official
Ministry of Finance
(MOF) target. However,
he expects that when the
ministry target is 
finalised it “will be in 
line with the Bank of
Jamaica”.

This forecast is mainly
based on the BOJ’s inter-

nal forecast of interna-
tional oil prices, which
they expect to average
around US$53 per bar-
rel, compared with last
year’s forecast of US$80
per barrel. He took care
to caution, however, that
the BOJ were forecasters
of Jamaica’s macroecon-
omy, and not oil prices,

which was one of the rea-
sons they had a range for
their inflation target.

Stating that the risks
to this target were “bal-
anced”, he noted that
lower-than-expected in-
ternational commodity
prices and weaker-than-
expected domestic 
demand could cause in-
flation to end up below
the forecast range.
Initiatives geared at an
expansion in domestic
agriculture could also 
result in lower prices 
for these crops.

However, in contrast,
persistently high infla-
tion expectations among
businesses and the 
potential for a stronger
than anticipated pass-
through from exchange
rate depreciation could
cause inflation to end up
higher than the forecast
range. With respect to
the former, he noted that
studies by the BOJ con-
sistently suggested that
the largest determinant
of inflation were infla-
tion expectations, and
not import prices or 
exchange rate shocks.
While these expectations
reflected people’s “hard-
earned experience”,
recent inflation has 
been significantly lower
than expectations (as
measured by the bank’s
survey of business and
consumer expectations),
and if actual inflation
was six per cent, and 
expectations were for 
10 per cent, this had real
con-sequences.

HAMILTON, Bermuda –
Financial analysts believe
Bermuda is likely to
emerge from six years of
recession this year,despite
rising unemployment in
2014.

Ministry of Finance 
analysts’ projections esti-
mate the economy will
grow by up to 1.5 per cent
next year.

More than 6 500 jobs –
including 790 last year –
have been lost since 2008.

In the outlook section of
The National Economic
Report of Bermuda 2014,
the ministry pins its hopes
of growth on hotel devel-
opments, the broad impact
of the 2017 America’s Cup,
a prestigious sailing event
the island is to host, and
the efforts of the Bermuda
Tourism Authority and
the Bermuda Business
Development Agency to
bring visitors and inter-
national business to the
island.

Gross domestic product
figures are not available
for 2014, but the ministry
estimates that the econ-
omy contracted by be-
tween zero and 1.5 per
cent last year.

The report quotes pre-
liminary data from the
2014 Employment Survey,
which shows the 790 jobs
lost last year represented
a 2.3 per cent fall in the
number of jobs.

“Throughout the cur-
rent recession, the loss of
jobs in the economy is one
of the chief contributing
factors preventing eco-
nomic recovery,” the report
states.“The island has lost

6 726 jobs since 2008
when employment levels
were at their peak of 
40 213.

“The 33 487 jobs
recorded in 2014 were 
16.7 per cent less than 
the 2008 figures.”

Bucking the trend last
year was the international
business sector, which
added 161 jobs for a total
of 3 929 jobs, representing
a 4.3 per cent increase
over 2013.

Bermuda lost 221 con-
struction jobs last year –
continuing a downward
trend that the report ex-
pects to be reversed this
year – leaving the indus-
try with 1 922 jobs, 10.3
per cent fewer than in
2013.

The financial inter-
mediation sector, which 
includes the banking 
industry, shed 301 jobs,
representing a 12.1 per
cent decline.The business
services segment had 106
fewer positions.

The unemployment rate
rose to nine per cent in
2014 from seven per cent
in 2013.

“The lower levels of em-
ployment and the corre-
sponding loss of expatri-
ate workers who leave the
Island when their employ-
ment is terminated will
continue to weigh heavily
on household consump-
tion and retail sales,” the
report added.

The selection of
Bermuda as host nation
for the 2017 America’s
Cup is described as “one
of the most significant 
economically beneficial
events in the history of
Bermuda”, benefiting the
economy from an addi-
tional $250 million of
spending over three years.

New jobs and invest-
ment starting this year
and during the run-up 
to the event represent “a
major stimulus”, the re-
port added.

Bermuda’s national
debt has topped US$2 bil-
lion, up from $1.4 billion
the One Bermuda Alliance
government inherited
after it defeated the
Progressive Labour Party
in the December 2012 gen-
eral election.

Finance Minister Bob
Richards last weekend
presented a near one bil-
lion US dollar national
budget that included
planned spending cuts of
US$33.1 million and in-
creased taxes.

Governor of the Bank of Jamaica, Brian Wynter.

Bank of Jamaica projects
inflation to fall below 5%

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – The cash-
strapped Trinidad
Cement Limited (TCL)
says it profit before taxes
fell by TT$136 million
(One TT dollar=US$0.16
cents) last year despite an
increase in revenue from
the sale of the products in
2014.

TCL chief executive offi-
cer Alejandro Ramirez,
said the company, with op-
erations in Jamaica and
Barbados, had in 2013
recorded an after tax
profit of TT$67 million.

He said that in 2013,
pre-tax profit stood at
TT$39 million while in
2014,TCL recorded a loss
of TT$97 million however
sales increased nine per

cent to TT $2.1 billion in
2014.

“The EBITDA (earnings
before interest, tax, depre-
ciation and amortisation)
remained flat,” Ramirez
said, adding that “it was
TT$408 million flat
against 2013.

“Despite that increase
in the sales, EBITDA did-
n’t increase because there
were some extraordinary
items that affected the re-
sults,” he said, noting that
these “extraordinary”
expenses totalled TT$57
million and included the
impairment of weather
damaged clinker which
was stored outside 
TCL’s Barbados sub-
sidiary Arawak Cement
Company for several

years.
He said that the 51 000

tonnes of the clinker have
not been used in years
and based on an assess-
ment of its quality it was
decided that 50 per cent of
its value (TT$20 million)
would be decreased.

“We also have TT$12
million of back-payment
that we had to do regard-
ing the arrangement we
came to with the union.
Also there was six million
dollar of legal cost on
cases against the share-
holders.

“Then we have TT$19
million of an unsuccessful
debt refinancing exercise
that the company took in
May of last year, so that
totalled TT$57 million. So

if we compare on a like-to-
like basis, excluding these
extraordinary items, you
can see that the EBITDA
is 13 per cent. So in an op-
erative basis it improved.”

Acting group finance
manager Parasram
Heerah noted that one of
the main drivers of the
company’s poor financial
results over the last few
years was the perform-
ance of Arawak Cement
Company.

He said management
has looked at the assets
of Arawak as well as the
projection based on its ex-
isting performance and it
was determined that the
future value of those as-
sets was not sufficient. He
said as a result, TCL had

to impair $153 million of
the Barbados subsidiary.

The company also an-
nounced that an addi-
tional three million dol-
lars was impaired when
operations of a terminal
in Haiti was stopped.

“We had a situation
where we were paying a
monthly rental on a piece
of land in Haiti which 
we had been doing for sev-
eral years and this was
costing us more than
US$800 000 a year.

“There was absolutely
no activity done in Haiti
through that piece of land
so maintaining it was a
no-brainer. We had to get
out of there,” said TCL
chairman Wilfred
Espinet.

Bermuda likely to
emerge from six-year
recession, say analysts

TCL records massive losses despite revenue increase in 2014
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FRANKFURT, Germany
– German automaker
Volkswagen says net
profit rose 20 per cent
last year to 10.8 billion
euros ($12.1 billion), but
offered a cautious out-
look for this year.

The maker of
Volkswagen,Audi, Skoda
and SEAT brand cars
said Friday that it in-
creased its profit mar-
gins during 2014 and
proposed to raise its div-
idend to shareholders.

For 2015, however, it
saw a “persistently chal-
lenging market environ-
ment”. It said sales
would increase by at
least 4 per cent, “depend-
ing on economic condi-
tions”.

Volkswagen warned
that economic trends in
Latin America and
Eastern Europe could af-
fect its commercial vehi-
cles and power engineer-
ing businesses. Russia’s
economy appears headed
for recession after a
sharp drop in the ruble
and its recent conflict
with Ukraine has under-

mined business confi-
dence in Eastern Europe.

CEO Martin
Winterkorn said in a
statement that “despite
the difficult economic en-
vironment, we achieved
our goals for 2014”.

Chief Financial Officer,
Hans Dieter Poetsch,
said in outlining the
company’s forecast for
this year that “given the
subdued growth
prospects in regions out-
side China, there is no
guarantee that 2015 will
be a successful year – ei-
ther for the industry or
for the Volkswagen
Group”.

Sales revenue rose 2.8
per cent last year to
202.5 billion euros.
Volkswagen said it would
raise its dividend to 4.80
euros per ordinary share,
up from 4.00 euros in
2013.

It said its operating
margins improved to 6.3
per cent from 5.9 per
cent, reaching the upper
range of its forecast for
the year of 5.5 per cent to
6.5 per cent.

ON the heels of
WalMart’s recent wage
increase, the parent
company of retailers T.J.
Maxx, HomeGoods and
Marshalls unveiled its
own plans to raise its
workers’ pay.

TJX Companies Inc.
said it would raise its
U.S. workers’ wages to at
least $9 per hour in June
and $10 per hour next
year for workers who
have been employed at
the company for at least
six months.

“This pay initiative is
an important part of our
strategies to continue
attracting and retaining
the best talent in order
to deliver a great shop-
ping experience for our
customers, remain com-
petitive on wages in our
U.S. markets, and stay
focused on our value
mission,” TJX CEO

Carol Meyrowitz said in
a statement.

The move puts the re-
tail giant’s wages on par
with WalMart’s.
WalMart, the nation’s
largest private em-
ployer, announced last
week that it would be
raising its minimum
wage to $9 per hour in
April and $10 per hour
in early 2016.

It was widely expected
that WalMart’s move
would prompt other big
box stores to follow suit.
The recent move by the
retailers has also raised
hopes that the tighten-
ing labour market will
put upward pressure on
wages. It also reflects
the pressure that unions
and protesting workers
have been putting on the
companies to raise pay
and improve labour con-
ditions.

BRITISH Airways (BA)
owner International
Airlines Group (IAG) has
reported a big jump in an-
nual profit and raised its
forecast for 2015.

IAG reported pre-tax
profits of !828m (£601m)
for the year to December
31.

Profits were boosted by
the use of new fuel effi-
cient aircraft and what it
called a “remarkable”
turnaround at Spanish
airline Iberia.

IAG’s operating profits
nearly doubled to just
more than !1bn. It also
raised its 2015 forecast by
20 per cent.

‘Tremendous’ 
performance

Since the formation of
IAG through the merger
of BA and Iberia in 2011,
Iberia has been undergo-
ing a massive restructur-
ing programme, with jobs
and salaries being cut.

Last year, Iberia made a
further 1,427 redundan-
cies following negotia-
tions with trade unions in
Spain, taking the total
number of job cuts in re-
cent years to 4,500.

But the airline reported
an operating profit of
!50m, compared with an
operating loss of !166m
last year.

Mr Walsh called Iberia’s
turnaround “remarkable,
both financially and oper-
ationally” adding he was
“very proud of its achieve-
ment especially its strong
cost discipline”.

“In 2013, we said our in-
tention was for Iberia to
break even in 2014 and it
has fulfilled that prom-
ise,” he added.

He added he expected
Iberia to continue to im-
prove its profitability
given the trajectory that
it is on. “The performance
to date for Iberia has been
tremendous and we ex-

pect that to continue in
2015,” he said.

Shares in IAG rose al-
most 5 per cent to 586.50p
on the London Stock
Exchange.

Low-cost competition
In addition to BA and

Iberia, IAG also owns
Spanish low-cost airline
Vueling.

IAG said all three of its
airlines faced very com-
petitive markets domes-
tically and across Europe
from “the growing pres-
ence of low-cost carriers”.

BA reported an operat-
ing profit of !1.2bn, up
from !762m a year ear -
lier, which IAG said
showed “significant
progress towards its long-
term targets”.

Vueling reported a
slight rise in annual oper-
ating profits to !141m. It
increased capacity by 24
per cent and added new
bases in Brussels and

Rome.
Last month, IAG

launched a !1.36bn
takeover bid for Irish air-
line Aer Lingus, but it
gave no further details on
the progress of the
takeover in its results
statement.

The Irish government,
which holds a 25 per cent
stake in Aer Lingus, is be-
lieved to have concerns
over the deal and trades
unions have warned over
jobs cuts.

IAG chief executive
Willie Walsh, told re-
porters: “We’ll have dis-
cussions in due course
with the Irish govern-
ment.

“I’m very much focused
on the fantastic results
that we’ve announced
today and looking for-
ward to developing IAG
with the existing airlines
and with opportunities to
expand with other air-
lines.”

WALMART, the world’s
largest retail corpora-
tion, made announce-
ment that it will offer
raise to half a million
of employees in the US.
According to experts,
it is good information
for many employees
because it is expected
that about 500,000 em-
ployees’ hourly wage
will be raised to $9 per
hour.

It has been informed
that by next year, pay of
hourly employees who
complete 6 months of
training would increase to

minimum $10 per hour.
Douglas McMillon,

CEO of Walmart, said
that raising wages will
prove good for both em-
ployees and customers.
He also said that there is
a need that customers
should be served properly
and associates should love
their job and work.

It is believed that a bet-
ter store experience for
customers will help in-
crease sales and will also
help get higher returns for
their shareholders over
time. In 2014, an an-
nouncement was made by

McMillon about plans of
the company to boost the
hourly wage of its employ-
ees.

At that time, hundreds
of Walmart workers
protested in four cities to-
gether with other low-
wage retail and fast-food
employees. All these em-
ployees were asking for
full-time jobs and a mini-
mum wage of $15 an hour.

It has been informed
that many Walmart full-
time employees depend on
food stamps and other
taxpayer-funded pro-
grammes. Some Walmart

stores have held holiday
food drives to help needy
and many recipients who
have taken benefit of it
were employees as their
salaries are not sufficient
to fulfil their basic needs.

Walmart enjoys a dom-
inant position in the re-
tail sector due to its low
prices and wide range of
offerings. It is a place
where people can meet all
their shopping and phar-
maceutical requirements.
Walmart also provides
work to over 1.3 million
American people and
helps the local economy.

T.J. Maxx and
Marshalls hike wages

Volkswagen profits up
20 per cent for full year

BA owner IAG reports soaring profits

Walmart to offer raise to half
a million of its US employees

British Airways owner International Airlines Group reported a big jump in annual profit.
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J.C. Penney Co., the de-
partment-store chain at-
tempting a turnaround,
fell as much as 11 per
cent in extended trading
after giving a disap-
pointing annual forecast
and posting a loss in the
holiday quarter.

The retailer reported a
loss of $59 million, or 19
cents a share, for the pe-
riod ended Jan. 31, com-
pared with a profit of
$35 million, or 11 cents,
according to a statement
Thursday from the
Plano, Texas-based com-
pany. A year earlier, it

had a one-time $270 mil-
lion non-cash tax credit.

Since retaking the
Chief Executive Officer
role after the short-lived
reign of Ron Johnson,
Mike Ullman has been
working on stabilising
losses. He is also focused
on reviving sales growth
with a strategy that in-
cludes revamped mar-
keting and expanding
merchandise. While
those moves are helping
same-store sales, the
company’s annual fore-
cast for gross margin
and free cash flow

trailed analysts’ esti-
mates.

“We are still trying to
recover from the self-in-
flicted wounds from the
previous strategy,”
Ullman said on a call
with analysts to discuss
the results.

J.C. Penney fell 8.7 per
cent to $8.21 at 6:04 p.m.
in New York. The stock
had gained 41 per cent
this year through the
close Thursday, com-
pared with a gain of 2.5
per cent for the
Standard & Poor’s 500
Index.

Ullman will retire in
August and Marvin
Ellison, a former Home
Depot Inc. executive, will
succeed him.

Margin Miss
The chain expects

gross margin to expand
50 to 100 basis points
this year. Analysts had
called for an expansion
of about 150 points.

Free cash flow will be
flat this year, from $57
million in 2014, the com-
pany said. Analysts pro-
jected $25.4 million for
the current fiscal year,

according to data com-
piled by Bloomberg.

“It appears that 2015
guidance is well below
street estimates,” Rick
Snyder, an analyst at
Maxim Group LLC in
New York, said in an e-
mail.

Comparable sales rose
4.4 per cent both during
the quarter and last fis-
cal year after massive
declines under Johnson,
the former Apple Inc.
and Target Corp. execu-
tive who was CEO for
about 18 months.

J.C. Penney said it ex-

pects same-store sales to
gain 3 per cent to 5 per
cent this year. This too
was seen as a disap-
pointment because last
year the company pro-
jected mid-single-digit
growth for 2015-17, ac-
cording to Bloomberg
Intelligence analyst
Poonam Goyal.

The chain had already
reported same-store
sales rose 3.7 per cent
during November and
December. Total revenue
increased 2.9 per cent to
$3.89 billion. Analysts
projected $3.87 billion.

THE slowdown in the
US economy at the end
of last year was more
pronounced than previ-
ously thought, official
figures have shown.

The world’s largest
economy grew at an an-
nual pace of 2.2 per cent
between October and
December, against a pre-
vious estimate of 2.6 per
cent, the Commerce
Department said.

The downward revi-
sion was due to a slower
rise in business inven-
tory investment than
previously estimated.

The US economy grew
at an annual pace of 5
per cent in the previous
quarter.

The slowdown in

growth from the third
quarter was caused by a
rise in imports and a
downturn in govern-
ment spending.

The second estimate of
US growth is based on a
more complete source of
economic data.

Investors initially took
the revised figure in
their stride, with the
Dow Jones opening un-
changed, but the index
slipped in afternoon
trading to end the day
down 0.5 per cent at
18,133.

“The reason for the
lack of concern is that
the slowdown was due in
part to a far smaller
than previously esti-
mated inventory build-

up, in turn thought to be
partly due to port
strikes”, said Chris
Williamson, chief econo-
mist at Markit.

“The weaker stock
build-up late last year
bodes well for first quar-
ter growth.”

Flexible rates
Economists are pretty

upbeat about the gen-
eral state of  the US
economy, despite the
slowdown in the fourth
quarter.

Consumer spending,
which accounts for about
70 per cent of economic
growth, is strong, thanks
in part to dramatic falls
in the price of petrol, giv-
ing consumers more

money to spend on other
things.

Unemployment is
coming down and with
negative inflation, the
Federal Reserve has lit-
tle choice but keep inter-
est rates at close to zero
for the time being.

Earlier this week, Fed
chair Janet Yellon said
the US economy was im-
proving, while the em-
ployment market re-
mained fragile. In her
twice yearly address to
Congress, she said there
was still a good degree
of flexibility as to when
rates could be increased.

Most analysts expect a
rate rise some time late
in the summer or in the
autumn.

DEPARTMENT store
operator Kohl’s Corp
forecast full-year rev-
enue above analysts’
expectations and re-
ported higher-than-ex-
pected quarterly profit
and sales, helped by
demand for apparel
and accessories in the
holiday shopping sea-
son.

Shares of Kohl’s, which
also said it would buy
back $1 billion of shares
this fiscal year, rose 3 per
cent to an over seven-year
high of $72.98 on
Thursday.

The company said it
would spend $350 million
of its capital budget of
$800 million this year on
initiatives that integrate
its brick-and-mortar
stores with its online
business.

This includes expand-
ing its ‘buy online, pick up
in store’ programme to all
stores, a service that is
gaining popularity as cus-
tomers avoid shipping
charges and can collect
their orders sooner.

Kohl’s said offering free
shipping for orders worth
a minimum of $25, a
move announced by
Target Corp this week,
would not be profitable
for Kohl’s in the long
term.

“I can’t comment on
Target’s ability to make it
work, but we’re comfort-
able where we are,” Chief
Financial Officer Wesley
McDonald said on a con-
ference call.

Kohl’s also said it ex-
pected expenses to be
higher in the current

quarter than the remain-
ing quarters of the year
as it spends on revamping
stores and other initia-
tives.

Selling, general and ad-
ministrative costs are ex-
pected to rise by 1.5 - 2
per cent in the year end-
ing January 2016 from
$4.4 billion in the prior
year.

The company, which
sells apparel brands of
celebrities such as singer
Jennifer Lopez and fash-
ion designer Vera Wang,
said it expected compara-
ble sales to rise by 1.5-2.5
percent this year.
Comparable sales de-
clined 0.3 per cent in the
prior year.

Kohl’s forecast a rise of
1.8-2.8 per cent in total
sales this year, which
translates into $19.37 bil-
lion - $19.56 billion, and
said it expected a profit of
$4.40-$4.60 per share.

Analysts on average
were expecting earnings
of $4.54 per share and
total sales of $19.36 bil-
lion, according to reports.

The company’s same-
store sales grew 3.7 per
cent in the fourth quar-
ter ended Jan. 31, after
five straight quarters of
decline.

Kohl’s said it would buy
back shares at an aver-
age price of $70 each.

The company’s net in-
come rose 10.5 per cent to
$369 million, or $1.83 per
share. Net sales increased
4 per cent to $6.34 billion.

Analysts on an average
had expected earnings of
$1.80 per share and rev-
enue of $6.33 billion.

US growth revised down to 2.2 per cent

Kohl’s forecasts
full-year sales
above estimates

J.C. Penney tumbles as forecast disappoints investors

Shoppers visit a J.C. Penney store. The Texas-based retailer reports quarterly financial results after the mar-
ket closes Thursday, Feb. 26, 2015.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 20-Feb-15 - - - $1.85 $1.85 - $1.65 $1.81 300 5,095

Banks Holdings Limited 19-Feb-15 - - - $2.85 $2.85 - $2.50 $2.85 8,856 2,328

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 24-Feb-15 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 20 803

Barbados Farms Limited 26-Feb-15 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.48 $2.50 820 32,287

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited -* 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 8,383

FirstCaribbean International Bank 18-Feb-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 7,166

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Feb-15 - - - $0.20 $0.20 - $0.17 - 9,133 -
- Dev Fund 

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 20-Feb-15 - - - $0.52 $0.52 - $0.52 - 200 -
- Value Fund 

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 27-Feb-15 5,212 $6.42 $6.42 $6.40 $6.42 $0.02 $6.42 - 2,205 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 18-Feb-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.36 $2.40 500 5,000

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated -* 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 27-Feb-15 23,693 $19.95 $19.95 $20.00 $19.95 -$0.05 $19.50 $20.00 9,860 1,094

One Caribbean Media Limited 12-Feb-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.76 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 5,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 26-Feb-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - - $1.74 - 4,800

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $7.50 - 50

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 28,905 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 16-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.875% 2023 20-Nov-14 $103.00 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 26-Feb-15 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 11-Feb-15 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
February 27, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

20-Feb-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4764 -0.0081
20-Feb-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.5004 0.0013
20-Feb-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2663 0.0002
19-Feb-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.288 -0.0010
20-Feb-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.8491   4.8491 4.8491   0.0332
20-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8431 0.0007
20-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0035 0.0004
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6681    4.6681 4.5747  -0.0059
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8204    0.8204 0.8039  -0.0053
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4275   1.4275 1.3989    0.0073
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.29 0.00
27-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.05 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 23,693   $19.95  $19.95  $19.95   -$0.05
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 5,212   $6.42 $6.42    $6.42      $0.02

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
February 27, 2015

One security advanced and one declined as 28,905 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $506,136.39. Massy
Holdings Limited was the volume leader trading 23,693 shares at $19.95 to close down five (5) cents. They were followed by Goddard
Enterprises Limited which traded 5,212 shares at $6.42. 

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 37,919 shares. The top three companies traded were Massy Holdings Limited
with 25,838, Barbados Farms Limited with 6,189 and Goddard Enterprises Limited with 5,612 shares. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
February 27th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

February 27, 2015 February 26, 2015
Local  2,137.91 2,137.42 0.49 
Cross-list 1,726.05 1,729.04 (2.99)
Composite 613.86 614.16 (0.30)

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
February 27, 2015 February 26, 2015

Local  5,366.53 5,365.36 1.17 
Cross-list 2,894.43 2,899.45 (5.02)
Composite 8,260.96 8,264.80 (3.85)         

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company will be held on
March 3rd, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE
Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Directors
have fixed Tuesday March 3rd, 2015 as the record date for determining
the shareholders who are entitled to participate in the Rights Issue of
Trinidad Cement Limited, which is scheduled to commence on March
5th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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LONDON – Britain’s troubled Standard
Chartered announced Thursday the exit of
its top two bosses in a radical management
reshuffle,as the Asia-focused bank battles
to transform its fortunes.

The lender,facing sliding profits,slowing
growth in emerging markets,and scandals
including the alleged violation of US
sanctions on Iran,said in a statement that
chief executive Peter Sands will step down
in June followed by chairman John Peace
next year.

Former JPMorgan investment bank
head Bill Winters will replace Sands at
the group, which issued three profit
warnings over the last 12 months that had
sparked shareholder calls for a boardroom
cull.

Jaspal Bindra, head of Asia, will also
step down from the board in April and
leave shortly afterwards.

Standard Chartered shares jumped
more than 5.0 per cent as investors
welcomed the management shake-up at
the group, which was fined last year for
failing to detect possible money-
laundering.

“After more than eight years as group
chief executive,now is the right moment to
hand over to new leadership,” Sands said
in the shock statement.

“Bill and the team will inherit a more

focused and efficient bank with a superb
client franchise and a unique network
across some of the most dynamic markets
in the world.”

The outgoing chairman praised Sands,
who has been chief executive since 2006,
saying he had presided “over a period of
huge change and challenge for the entire
industry”.

‘Globally respected banker’
“Bill is a globally respected banker and

has the right experience and skills to drive
the group’s new phase of growth,” Peace
added.

Standard Chartered, shirt sponsor of
English Premier League football team
Liverpool, managed to survive the 2008
global financial crisis without state
assistance, unlike many of its peers.

However,the bank has suffered in recent
times from a growth slowdown in
emerging market economies in Asia,Africa
and the Middle East, the regions from
which it makes about 90 per cent of its
profits.

In reaction to the reshuffle, the bank’s
share price surged 5.37 per cent on
Thursday to finish at 976 pence on
London’s FTSE 100 index,which rose 0.21
per cent to a record closing high of 6,949.73
points.

“Bill Winters is an inspired choice and
his experience with JPMorgan will be
invaluable in building on Standard
Chartered’s strong foundations,” said
Martin Gilbert, chief executive at key
shareholder Aberdeen Asset Management.

“At its core it is a very good bank with a
presence in some of the fastest growing
parts of the world,” he added.

The bank last month said it would close
a swathe of its global equities business
and axe 2,000 jobs around the world this
year as it tries to make savings of $400
million (352 million euros) in a structural
overhaul.

Standard Chartered saw its net
earnings fall 16 per cent in 2013 as it faced
increased competition in Asia and troubles
turning around its South Korean unit.

In August last year, New York state’s
banking regulator hit the troubled bank
with a $300 million fine and restrictions on
its dollar-clearing business for failing to
detect possible money-laundering.

The punishment came two years after
the bank paid US regulators $667 million
in 2012 to settle charges it violated US
sanctions by handling thousands of money
transactions involving Iran, Myanmar,
Libya and Sudan.

The lender’s 2014 results are scheduled
for publication on March 4.

DETROIT – Buick, the brand that
once was the pace car for the drive to
the senior center, has made a
comeback by appealing to buyers not
yet ready for retirement.

U.S. sales rose 11 per cent in 2014. In
China, Buick’s biggest market, sales
gained almost 14 per cent.

This week, strong showings in two
influential quality surveys are bringing
good publicity to a nameplate that was
inches from the grave when its parent
company, General Motors, was in
bankruptcy six years ago.

OnWednesday,Buick finished second to
perennial winner Lexus in the annual
dependability rankings by J.D.Power and
Associates. A day earlier, it was the first
U.S. brand to crack the top ten in
Consumer Reports magazine’s annual
rankings, finishing seventh. The Buick
Regal midsize car even bested the BMW
328i for top sports sedan honors from the
magazine.

It is all part of a turnaround at Buick led
by some creative television ads, updated
cars and the almost perfectly timed debut
of the Buick Encore, a new small SUV
that hit showrooms two years ago just as
consumers were abandoning cars in favour
of higher-sitting vehicles.

Buick has been on J.D. Power’s top ten
brand list for long-term reliability every
year for the past decade,even winning top
honours in 2007 and 2009. This year, the
firm surveyed original owners of 2012
models.That helped Buick because all but
one of its 2012 models had been in
production for at least a year, and older
models tend to have fewer problems than
new ones, said Dave Sargent,J.D.Power’s
global automotive vice president.

Also, Buick has older customers than
other brands,and they tend to take better
care of cars and complain less than
younger buyers,Sargent said.All General
Motors brands, which share many
components, have seen reliability
improvements for seven straight years,he
said.

Despite the gains, Buick has not
returned to its heyday.U.S.sales of 229,000
last year were less than one-third of the
942,000 vehicles sold in 1984. And while
the average age of a Buick buyer has fallen
to 59, it’s still eight years older than the
average for a U.S. car buyer, according to

Kelley Blue Book.
In the J.D. Power survey, Lexus owners

reported only 89 problems per 100
vehicles. Buick owners reported 110,
followed by Toyota at 111 and Cadillac at
114,while Honda and Porsche tied for fifth
pace with 116.

The industry average was 147 problems.
Fiat was the worst performing brand,with
273 problems per 100 vehicles. Land
Rover, Jeep, Mini and Dodge rounded out
the bottom five performers.

The top two complaints were technical
ones: inability to pair phones to the car and
trouble with voice recognition systems,

which often misunderstood drivers’
commands. That’s a change from past
years, when design problems like wind
noise or mechanical issues topped the list.

The rankings are important to
automakers,since unhappy customers are
more likely to shop other brands when
they buy their next vehicle.

For the past three decades,GM has tried
with little success to attract more youthful
buyers to Buick, enlisting famous
pitchmen such as Tiger Woods, Shaquille
O’Neal and Peyton Manning.But a new ad
campaign featuring people who don’t
recognise updated Buicks is getting
noticed with its “That’s not a Buick”
tagline.

Ten years ago, the average Buick buyer
was a retiree and grandparent, driving to
the golf course.But the brand now attracts
empty-nest baby boomers who often are
downsizing from larger vehicles. Buick’s
two crossover SUVs, the larger Enclave,
and the compact Encore, have average
buyer ages below 60, and even are
attracting people in their 30s.

The Encore, which starts at $24,605,
saw sales rise 53 per cent last year to
nearly 50,000. Two car models, the Regal
and LaCrosse, have been restyled, and
sales are up as people opt for a little more
luxury than mainstream models offer,
Sargent said.

The younger buyers, quality rankings
and rising sales are all interconnected,
because the top reason people buy Buicks
is the perception of quality, said Tony
DiSalle, the brand’s vice president of
marketing.

Engineers,he said,have spent countless
hours making Buicks quiet, which
customers often equate to quality.

Strong reliability scores should help Buick brand’s rebirth

Management shake-up at
UK’s troubled StanChart bank

In this Jan. 10, 2012 file photo, Mary Barra, then General Motors Senior Vice
President, Global Product Development, introduces the 2013 Buick Encore.

Standard Chartered chief executive
Peter Sands will step down in June as
the Asia-focused bank battles to 
transform its fortunes.
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CIBC FirstCaribbean has
announced its best quar-
terly financial perform-
ance in four years. For the
three months ended
January 31, 2015, the
bank recorded net income
of $26.6 million, which is
its best performance since
2010.

In making the an-
nouncement, CEO Rik
Parkhill noted: “Our re-
sults were driven by lower
loan loss impairment ex-
penses and lower operat-
ing expenses. This is a
solid improvement in our
performance when com-
pared with net income of
$15.4 million for the same
period last year.”

The improved perform-
ance comes despite a de-
crease in total revenue of
$7.3 million year over
year. The CEO noted that
this decrease was prima-
rily due to lower loan
earnings and lower gains
from investment security
sales. However, he added
that operating expenses
were down by $4.0 million
compared with the same
period last year, as the
Bank continues to bene-
fit from expense control
initiatives and savings
from the ongoing restruc-
turing of its operations.

Loan loss impairment
expenses, which featured
heavily in the Bank’s re-
cent results, were also
down significantly by
$14.9 million compared
with the prior year. Mr.
Parkhill noted that this is
the third consecutive
quarter of reduced loan

loss levels year-over-year.
The challenges being

faced by regional
economies continue to
have an effect on the
Bank’s performance. The
CEO noted that this is
consistent with the expe-
rience of the industry re-
gion-wide. The challeng-
ing credit environment
which continues to affect
some of the markets
CIBC FirstCaribbean op-
erates in has also been a

factor in the Bank’s per-
formance.

Three years ago, the
Bank embarked on a com-
prehensive programme of
remediating its opera-
tions to achieve its goal of
improved performance.
That programme comes to
an end in October of 2015.
Parkhill added that the
Bank will continue to fol-
low this in order to return
to consistent levels of
profitability. He noted: “To

ensure that we deliver
consistent, sustainable re-
sults, CIBC
FirstCaribbean’s focus re-
mains on deepening our
relationships with our
clients and being their
leading bank.”

CIBC FirstCaribbean’s
Tier 1 and Total Capital
ratios remain strong at
20.9% and 22.1%, which
is well in excess of appli-
cable regulatory require-
ments.

THE growing number
of business registra-
tions, new investments
and improved facilita-
tion to enhance the
ease of doing business
in Barbados, have
brought a positive re-
sponse by Ms. Emeline

Taitt, CEO of Invest
Barbados.

To this end Ms. Taitt
says she is particularly ex-
cited about the future
growth prospects of
Barbados as an interna-
tional business and finan-
cial services centre.

“Barbados provides in-
novative solutions for suc-
cess and will continue to
upgrade its product mix to
be on par with interna-
tional best practice and
emerging market de-
mands,” the IB top official
said.

Her comments came as
the government-owned in-
vestment promotion
agency released its 2015
publication looking at de-
velopments in the indus-
try, which is one of this
country’s traded sectors.

The publication is done

annually and highlights
presentations by key in-
dustry players, including
the Minister Darcy Boyce,
showcasing what
Barbados has to offer in
the varying segments of
the industry, happenings
in those jurisdictions

where Barbados sources
in investments and trends
within the regulators like
the Organization for
Economic Cooperation
and Development
(OECD).

INVEST on Page 9

DOING BUSINESS BETTER

Tourism in
Barbados on
growth path

Page 2

Blue Economy
offers rich
rewards 

Page 10

Highest results in four years
for CIBC FirstCaribbean

CIBC First Caribbean has reported impressive results.
INSET: CIBC FirstCaribbean CEO Rik Parkhill
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FREETOWN – Sierra Leone’s
vice president has put himself
in quarantine following the
death from Ebola of one of his
security guards.

Vice President Samuel Sam-
Sumana is set to become acting
president later yesterday when
President Ernest Bai Koroma
leaves Sierra Leone to attend a
European Union conference on
Ebola in Belgium. Sam-
Sumana will carry out his du-
ties as president from his
home.

He is the highest ranking
African official to be in quaran-
tine in this Ebola outbreak,
which is fast approaching a
death toll of 10 000.

Sam-Sumana voluntarily de-
cided to quarantine himself for
21 days following the death
from Ebola last Tuesday of one

of his security personnel, ac-
cording to the Sierra Leone
Broadcasting Corporation.

Sam-Sumana called on all
those who have been in contact
with the dead man to also put
themselves in quarantine, said
the report.

“The Vice President opted to
quarantine himself because he
wants to lead by example,”
Sierra Leone’s Deputy Minister
of Information and
Communications Theo Nicol
told the Associated Press.

Sam-Sumana’s dramatic
quarantine comes as Sierra
Leone is experiencing a rise in
new Ebola cases which
prompted President Ernest Bai
Koroma to reinstate restric-
tions on Saturday.

Sierra Leone recorded 18
new cases of Ebola in the week

ending Saturday, up from 16
new cases last week. This
breaks the trend of declining
cases in Sierra Leone. Many of
the new clusters of cases are
related to the capital’s fishing
industry.

The measures re-imposed in-
clude a nighttime ban on all
boats launching from shore and
from commercial vehicles off-
loading goods in western mar-
ket areas. Naval vessels will
patrol the shore and wharves.

In addition there will be re-
strictions on ferries and health
checkpoints by the police will
be strengthened. Public trans-
portation will be reinstated
which limit the numbers of pas-
sengers in taxis to two in cars
and four at the back of large
taxi vans to reduce physical
contact between passengers.

HONG KONG – Hong Kong
police arrested nearly three
dozen people yesterday
after scuffles broke out at a
protest in a border town, in
the latest example of height-
ened tensions over the
growing influx of mainland
Chinese shoppers in the
city.

Police officers wielded batons
and used pepper spray on the
crowds after the demonstration
turned unruly,as demonstrators
clashed with crowds of village
residents opposed to the event
who taunted them along the
route.

Police said 33 people were ar-
rested, including a 13-year-old
boy.

Hundreds turned out for the
latest protest to target the main-
land shoppers, who have been
blamed for voracious buying
habits that distort the local
economy.

The protesters marched in the
suburban district of Yuen Long,
near the border with mainland
China, in a neighbourhood
where there are dozens of phar-
macies selling baby formula to
cater to mainland shoppers.

Numerous food safety scares
in China have made baby for-
mula a hot commodity for main-

land visitors to Hong Kong,
which has a reputation for au-
thentic and high-quality goods.
The protesters complain that
the mainlanders’ shopping
sprees drive up retail rents and
force out ordinary shopkeepers.

“There is a lot of anger from
other people on Chinese smug-
glers because we just don’t like
how they drive up all the prices,

drive up everything, create a lot
of chaos, and we aren’t benefit-
ing from it,” said protester
Kelvin Lee, who was with Hong
Kong Indigenous, one of the two
groups that organised the
demonstration.

He said residents of the subur-
ban towns were fed up with the
traffic jams and piles of garbage
created by the mainland

Chinese shoppers. Last year,
47.3 million people from main-
land China visited Hong Kong,
a specially administered
Chinese region that’s home to
7.3 million people.

Many shopkeepers rolled
down their storefront shutters
ahead of the protest and few
mainland Chinese visitors were
seen on the streets, drawing

complaints from local residents.
“They’ve made it so that

everyone has had to close up
shop,and they can’t do business.
People have to pay rent,” said
Choi Wai-leung, 61.

There have been at least two
other rowdy shopping protests
in Hong Kong’s suburban towns
this year, including one last
month inside a shopping mall.

Sierra Leone’s Vice President
in quarantine for Ebola

Sierra Leone’s Vice President Samuel Sam-Sumana

A protester is detained by a police officer during the confrontation between activists demonstrating against mainland Chinese
shoppers and local villagers at a suburban district of Yuen Long in Hong Kong, yesterday.

Hong Kong
arrests 33
in protest
against
Chinese
shoppers
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) - It’s been said that inside
every uncreative person is an artist who died young.
Whatever people told you in the past about your creative
works, you will be inspired to overcome their influence and
express yourself freely.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You’ll wake up and care for
yourself and hope that the care lasts all day long. If midway
through the day you start feeling the need for some attention
and tenderness, stop what you’re doing and find it.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Angry people talk faster
than they think and say things they don’t mean. You’ve
witnessed something rather unpleasant, and you’ve decided
to let it go and move on. That’s why you get to experience
today’s emotional rainbow. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You will be inspired to
transcend your identification with a certain role you play.
You may still have to play the role, but you won’t feel
trapped by it. You’ll be like an actor, having fun with the part. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - You need your own space to think
and work and just be you. Lately something or someone has
infringed on that space, and you miss it. You’ll have to be
assertive to get back what was yours.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You’ll be presenting a story
or idea to a group. They will remember the beginning and
the end the best, so focus on an opening that will intrigue
them and an ending that will wow them. 
LIBRA(Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - You may feel overwhelmed, but
you also, wisely, realise that this is a gift. It means your life
is super-full. You can always cut back, reschedule and
reorganise. It’s better than being underwhelmed.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - It seems there are many who
would like to give you a good reason to part with your
money, but you’re pretty firm about sticking to your original
plans. They’ll keep pitching to you, and you’ll keep saying
no. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - It’s said that the young
can’t know how older people think and feel, but this premise
will be challenged over the course of the day. Some people
are quite remarkably wiser than their years.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - There’s a certain kind
of intimacy that happens when you have people over to
your home, which is why the ones you invite will feel
privileged for the offer of your hospitality. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You don’t realise how
close you are to success. Do not give up! Now is your
chance to rally your team, tally your resources and sound
your battle cry before advancing. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Through the principles that
rule boomerangs, you’ll get to experience the same kind of
generosity you flung out to the world only a short while ago.
Keep this karma game going!
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BAUCHI – A crowd beat to death a
teenage girl accused of planning to be a
suicide bomber and then set her body
ablaze yesterday, according to police and
witnesses at a northeastern Nigerian
market.

A second suspect, also a teenage girl,
was arrested at Muda Lawal, the biggest
market in Bauchi city.

A spate of suicide bombings has been
blamed on Nigeria’s home-grown Boko
Haram Islamic extremist group, which
wants to enforce strict Islamic law across
Nigeria.The group has threatened to dis-
rupt Nigeria’s March 28 presidential and
legislative elections, saying democracy
is a corrupt Western concept.

In Bauchi, the two girls aroused suspi-
cion by refusing to be searched when
they arrived at the gate to the vegetable
market, said yam vendor Mohd Adamu.
People overpowered one girl and discov-
ered she had two bottles strapped to her
body, he said.They clubbed her to death,
put a tire doused in fuel over her head
and set it on fire, he said.

It seems doubtful the girl was actually
a bomber as she did not detonate any ex-
plosives when she was attacked, said
Police Deputy Superintendent

Mohammad Haruna.He described her as
the victim of “mob action carried out by
an irate crowd”.

Recently some girls as young as 10
years old have been used to carry explo-
sives that detonated in busy markets
and bus stations, raising fears that Boko
Haram may be using some of its hun-
dreds of kidnap victims in bomb attacks.
It’s unclear whether such girls detonate
explosives themselves or whether the
bombs are controlled remotely.

President Goodluck Jonathan last
week condemned the Boko Haram in-
surgents for choosing soft targets and
said the series of bombings are a re-
sponse to the Nigerian military’s recent
success in seizing back a score of towns
that had been in the hands of the ex-
tremists for months.

A multinational military force includ-
ing Nigeria’s neighbours is being formed
to stop Boko Haram’s attacks outside
Nigeria’s borders.

Some 10 000 people died in Nigeria
from Boko Haram’s violence last year,
compared to 2 000 in the first four years,
according to the US Council on Foreign
Relations, and some 1.5 million people
have been driven from their homes.

Crowd kills girl suspected to
be suicide bomber in Nigeria

BERLIN – German authorities yes-
terday downgraded a security alert
in the northern city of Bremen that
had led to two temporary arrests
and searches of premises that in-
cluded an Islamic cultural centre.

Police had since Saturday heightened
security at key city sites, including the
town hall, main church and a synagogue,
after receiving a domestic intelligence
service warning that a 39-year-old
Lebanese man may have purchased au-
tomatic weapons.

However, no arms were discovered in
police searches of his apartment, work-
place and the Islamic centre, during
which the man and another suspect were
temporarily detained, said Bremen’s in-
terior affairs chief Ulrich Maeurer.

The initial alert “was so specific that we
could no longer rule out an attack in
Bremen,” he told a press conference.

“We are happy we didn’t find any
weapons,” he added. “We can downgrade

the situation.”
Police had warned of a “heightened

threat level,” and said security would be
tightened at the 42 000-capacity
Weserstadion football ground, where
Bundesliga home team Werder Bremen
was set to play second-place VfL
Wolfsburg later Sunday.

It was Germany’s third recent alert
after fears of possible extremist attacks
led to the cancellation of a January
march by the anti-Islam movement
PEGIDA in Dresden. Similar concerns
led the city of Brunswick to call off a car-
nival parade in February.

Police union GdP on Sunday warned
against complacency about the threat of
attacks.

“Politicians should stop talking of an
abstract terror threat in Germany,” said
the union’s chairman Oliver Malchow.

“Germany is undoubtedly a target of
terrorists. The terror warnings are be-
coming more frequent and specific."

German city of Bremen
scales back security alert

Armed Police officers stand guard outside a synagogue in Bremen, northern
Germany, yesterday.

 



THE British govern-
ment rejected calls
yesterday to raise
taxes on diesel vehi-
cles to reduce air pol-
lution but said it will
consider a national
network of low-emis-
sion zones.

Britain has consis-
tently failed to meet
European Union limits
on nitrogen dioxide,
which is produced by
diesel engines and is
harmful to respiratory
systems, as well as an-
other pollutant, known as
diesel particular matter.

In December, the par-
liamentary
Environmental Audit
Committee published a
report on air quality in

which it called for a less
favorable tax regime for
diesel vehicles to discour-
age the emission of pollu-
tants.

It also urged the gov-
ernment to introduce
without delay a national
framework for low emis-
sion zones and a certifica-
tion scheme for vehicles
that meet particular air
quality standards.

In its response, pub-
lished yesterday, the gov-
ernment said it had an-
nounced in 2013 that
there were no plans to
change vehicle excise
duty and fuel duty has
been frozen for the re-
mainder of the parlia-
mentary term, which
ends this year.

It said low emission
zones, which would re-
strict or charge diesel ve-
hicles for entry, could be
included as part of its air
quality plans which are
due to be submitted to the
European Commission at
the end of 2015.

London Mayor Boris
Johnson has already an-
nounced plans to create
such a zone in central
London by 2020.

The British Supreme
Court is due to make a
final ruling on making
the government to com-
ply with EU air quality
rules this year.
Separately, European
courts are expected to
rule next year on
Britain’s constant
breaches of EU nitrogen
dioxide limits.

Diesel was once consid-
ered more environmen-
tally-friendly than petrol
because it produces less
carbon dioxide, but recent
surveys have suggested
that it is more harmful
for the health because of
the pollutants emitted by
diesel engines.

BEIJING – Wild giant
pandas in China are doing
well.

The latest census by
China’s State Forestry
Administration shows the
panda population has
grown by 268 to a total of
1,864 since the last sur-
vey ending in 2003.

Nearly three quarters of
the pandas live in the
southwestern province of
Sichuan. The remaining
pandas have been found
in the neighbouring
Shaanxi and Gansu
provinces.

“The rise in the popula-
tion of wild giant pandas
is a victory for conserva-
tion and definitely one to
celebrate,” said Ginette
Hemley, senior vice presi-
dent of wildlife conserva-
tion for World Wildlife
Fund.

Hemley credited efforts
by the Chinese govern-
ment for the increase.The
survey shows 1,246 wild
giant pandas live within
nature reserves.There are
67 panda reserves in
China, an increase of 27

since the last survey.
“The survey result

demonstrates the effec-

tiveness of nature re-
serves in boosting wild
giant panda numbers,”

said Xiaohai Liu, execu-
tive program director for
WWF-China.
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In this Oct. 30, 2012 file photo, a researcher stands near seven panda cubs, all
born in 2012, at the Chengdu Panda Base in Chengdu, in southwestern China's
Sichuan province. The panda population has grown by 268 to a total of 1,864
since the last survey ending in 2003, according to a census by China's State
Forestry Administration. 

RARE FIND: In this Jan. 4, 2012, file photo, a white elephant is fed grass at a zoo in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. Myanmar
says it has found a rare, white elephant (an albino) in the jungles of the western Ayeyarwaddy region. Forestry official Tun Tun Oo
says the 7-year-old female was captured by his department Friday, Feb. 27, 2015, six weeks after it was initially spotted in a for-
est reserve in Pathein township.

THE Government of St
Lucia through the Ministry
of Sustainable
Development, Energy,
Science and Technology has
secured US$2.3 million
from the Global
Environment Facility
(GEF) to undertake a proj-
ect aimed at securing the
unique ecological environ-

ment in the islands north
coast.

According to a govern-
ment statement, the funds
will be channeled through
the United Nations
Environmental
Programme (UNEP) for the
Iyanola Natural Resource
Management of the North
East Coast Project.

St. Lucia’s north east
coast is the only remaining
frontier with a combination
of rare and endemic flora
and fauna, ecosystems rich
in bio-diversity and unique
dry scrub forests ecosys-
tems and pristine beaches.

“This region,like many of
the geographic zonal re-
gions of St Lucia, is en-

dowed with a variety of en-
vironmental resources
which form an important
and potential socio-eco-
nomic and cultural asset
base of the island‘s national
economy,” the statement
read.

“After almost two years
of background research and
studies the Iyanola Natural

Resource Management of
North East Coast Project
materialized. The project
seeks to increase manage-
ment effectiveness and sus-
tainable use of the North
East Coast’s natural re-
source base to generate
benefits,” said Sustainable
Development Officer
Chrispin d’Auvergne.

The Forests and Lands
Resource Development
Department of the Ministry
of Sustainable
Development, Energy,
Science and Technology is
the lead executing agency.

Other project partners in-
clude the Ministries of
Agriculture and Physical
Development.

China survey finds increase in wild giant pandas UK Gov’t rejects
calls for higher
diesel tax to cut
pollution

Funds allocated to protect north coast ecological environment in St. Lucia



LOS ANGELES – A
white dress that strongly
resembles the custom
gown taken from Lupita
Nyong’o’s hotel room
earlier this week turned
up Friday under a bath-
room sink in the same
hotel, a Los Angeles
County Sheriff ’s official
said.

The dress found at a
West Hollywood hotel
“greatly resembles” the
pearl-adorned Calvin
Klein Collection by
Francisco Costa dress
the actress wore to
Sunday’s Academy
Awards, sheriff ’s spokes-
woman Nicole Nishida
said.

Detectives were trying
to verify whether the re-
covered dress is the
same one Nyong’o wore,

she said.
One of the actress’ rep-

resentatives reported
the dress was stolen
from her room at the
London Hotel late
Wednesday.

Authorities placed its
value at US$150,000, al-
though experts say it
could have fetched more
on the black market.

Women’s Wear Daily
reported that the dress
was made of 6,000 crys-
tal pearls on silk lame
and that its value was
undetermined.

In a statement to
Women’s Wear Daily,
Costa said everyone at
Calvin Klein was
thrilled to learn that the
dress may have been
found.

“Once it’s returned to

us, we will be able to
have the dress restored
and archived, as it now
represents an important
moment for the brand,”
Costa said in his state-
ment.

The recovery of the
dress was first reported
by TMZ.com, which said
that a person claiming to
have taken the gown
gave the celebrity web-
site information about
where to find the dress.

Detectives found it in
a black garment bag
stashed underneath the
bathroom counter.

Nyong’o won an Oscar
in 2014 for her role in
“Twelve Years a Slave”
and was a presenter at
Sunday’s ceremony.

“I’m happy that it has
been potentially recov-

ered,” Nyong’o said in
the statement to
Women’s Wear Daily.
“It’s a timeless and
priceless piece of art.”

The 31-year-old ac-
tress has become a dar-
ling of Hollywood’s red
carpets in the past two
years, with commenters
and fans praising her
fashion choices. She ac-
cessorized the dress with
Chopard diamond ear-
rings and diamond rings.

“There are a lot of col-
lectors out there who are
very private and have
private collections of
stolen merchandise,”
said style expert and
fashion commentator
Mary Alice Stephenson.
“Some of these dresses
have global fame as big
as any Van Gogh.”

NEW YORK – Will
Smith’s con-man caper
“Focus” dethroned
“Fifty Shades of Grey”
at the box office, but
the film’s modest
US$19.1 million open-
ing still left questions
about the drawing
power of the once un-
stoppable star.

According to studio esti-
mates yesterday, Warner
Bros.’ “Focus” easily

topped all competitors on
a weekend with little
competition at North
American multiplexes. In
second place was the
Colin Firth spy thriller
“Kingsman: The Secret
Service,” which made
$11.8 million in its third
week of release.

After two weeks atop
the box office, “Fifty
Shades of Grey” contin-
ued its steep slide, land-

ing in fourth with an esti-
mated US$10.9 million
for Universal Pictures.
“Fifty Shades,” which has
made US$486.2 million
globally, fell just behind
Paramount’s “The
SpongeBob Movie:
Sponge Out of Water,”
which earned US$11.2
million in its fourth week.

The weekend’s only
other new wide release,
Relativity’s horror film

“The Lazarus Effect,”
opened in fifth place with
US$10.6 million.

But the weekend was
largely seen, fairly or not,
as a referendum on
Smith’s star power.
“Focus,” written and di-
rected by the “Crazy,
Stupid, Love” duo Glenn
Ficarra and John Requa,
is Smith’s first film since
2013’s “After Earth,” the
sci-fi flop in which he co-

starred with his son,
Jaden.

Smith has been frank
about the sting of that
film’s box-office perform-
ance. “I can’t allow the
box-office success, or lack
thereof, to determine my
self-image,” he said in a
recent interview with The
Associated Press.

But “Focus,” made for
about US$50 million and
co-starring Margot

Robbie of “The Wolf of
Wall Street,” was never
intended to be a summer-
sized blockbuster. It had
been predicted to make
around $21 million.

“This is a mid-budgeted
film with a result that
matches,” said Jeff
Goldstein, head of distri-
bution for Warner Bros.,
who added that winter
storms accounted for a
drop of US$1-2 million.

IN her corner! Sharon
Osbourne applauded her
daughter Kelly Osbourne
for quitting the E! style se-
ries Fashion Police on
Friday, Feb. 27, amid con-
troversy with her co-star
Giuliana Rancic.

“.@KellyOsbourne, I am
so proud of you.You can
never be bought,” the Talk
co-host, 62, tweeted late at
night. “You always wear
your heart on your sleeve.
#ProudToBeYourMum.”

Melissa Rivers, a pro-
ducer on the show, also re-
acted via WhoSay. “Kelly
Osbourne is a friend and
has been a wonderful part
of the Fashion Police fam-
ily. I will miss her terribly
and wish her the very best
in all of her future endeav-
ors,” she wrote. “As my
mother [Joan Rivers] al-
ways said, the show must

go on and I plan to con-
tinue in the same spirit.”

Osbourne, 30, had been
mulling over the idea to
leave the show for a few
days, after Rancic said her
friend Zendaya’s dread-
locks at the Oscars proba-
bly smelled like “patchouli
oil.”

“I WILL NOT BE
DRAGED [sic] INTO
THIS!” Osbourne tweeted,
clarifying that she didn’t
say Zendaya looked like
she smelled of weed.“The
situation is being rectified
like ADULTS by both par-
ties. I hope you can leave it
to them & do the same!
You guys do realize that
@Zendaya is my friend,
right?”

Rancic, 40, apologized for
her comments, and both
Zendaya, 18, and
Osbourne praised her for

doing so. However, an in-
sider tells Us Weekly that
Osbourne hasn’t been
happy with the show for
some time now. (On Feb.
26, even dad Ozzy jumped
in, bashing Access
Hollywood’s Billy Bush for
saying that Kelly threw
Giuliana under the bus.)
“This whole situation so-
lidified her decision to
move on. It was time for
her to go,” the source told
Us. “She had five great
years there, and the rela-
tionship she had with
Joan [Rivers] there
changed her life.”

E! also announced
Osbourne’s departure,
stating that she is moving
on to “pursue other oppor-
tunities.”The network
said that they have not
made any decisions about
her replacement.
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Sharon Osbourne (left) applauded her daughter Kelly Osbourne for quitting the E!
style series Fashion Police on Friday, Feb. 27, amid controversy with her co-star
Giuliana Rancic.

In this Sunday, Feb. 22, 2015 file photo, Lupita
Nyong'o arrives at the Oscars at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles.

Sharon Osbourne, Melissa
Rivers react to Kelly Osbourne
quitting Fashion Police

Will Smith’s ‘Focus’ tops box office with US$19.1 M

Dress that ‘greatly resembles’ 
stolen Lupita Nyong’o gown found

      

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=mailto:%E2%80%9C.@KellyOsbourne
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Bridge

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

DEAR JANE,
Enough is enough. I

have to vent about my
husband’s habit of block-
ing out everyone, includ-
ing me whenever World
Cup Cricket comes
around. He ignores me,
and places himself on the
couch. Generally, he
watches whatever sport
he can, whether it be foot-
ball, basketball, golf or
even hockey but he loves
cricket above all others.

Don’t get me wrong, I
like to watch the occa-

sional sports event too but
I don’t know how I’m
going to survive the World
Cup that has just started.

SPORTS FANATIC
HUSBAND.

DEAR SPORTS FA-
NATIC HUSBAND,

This I am sure is the
cry of many wives
across the world dur-
ing this time.

What I would suggest
is that you try to re-
member that by the

end of March it will all
be over. It’s a bit of a
stretch but one thing
you can do is try to oc-
cupy yourself with
other things.

Make a snack to
share with your 
husband and enjoy his
interest for 10 or 15
minutes, go out for a
little while with your
friends or a few family

members or some
other nice thing for
yourself.

From what you have
said I assume that
things will become
much better after the
World Cup has passed.
You can try to get your
husband to compro-
mise. Meanwhile, just,
hang in there.

JANE.

Surviving World
Cup with a 
sports fanatic

     

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=79005&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Michael Phillips

THE points are different
but the leaders are the
same. Lester Vaughan
and St. Leonard’s Boys
are, up until this juncture,
still the leaders in their
respective groups in the
Barbados Secondary
Schools Football League
Under-16 Competition.
With the last round of
games played this past
week, the top teams set
themselves up before
going on a short sabbati-
cal.

With many of the teams
playing their eighth game
of the season, Zone 1 lead-
ers Lester Vaughan man-
aged to stay in the lead de-
spite dropping their first
points this year. Coming
up against Graydon Sealy
on Wednesday evening at
Bayville, the Cane Garden
boys went down by a sin-
gle goal after Rashad
Jackman found the back
of the nets.

Alexandra held on to
second with a one-nil win
over Deighton Griffith
when they went to
Kingsland on Wednesday
as well. Frederick Smith
took a one-goal win
against Darryl Jordan at
home with Rivaldo
Phillips knocking two
home to outweigh the vis-
itors’ single goal.

There were two six-goal

wins in the stars for
Coleridge and Parry and
Tang Parkinson Memorial
which they duly collected.
The CP boys beat
Grantley Adams seven
goals to one with Aneko
Greenidge (3), Tre
Cumberbatch, Khamal
Morris,Joshua Brown and
Rashad Haynes all scor-
ing for the victors. In the
Parkinson game, Princess
Margaret were unable to
put in a reply as Tre
Cobham (3), Jarad
Maxius, Coby Mayers and
Jamario Harewood all
rocked the nets.

In Zone 2, defending
champions St. Leonard’s
took their eighth win in as
many games after pum-
melling hosts, St. Michael
School in Wednesday’s ac-
tion. Nial Reid-Stevenson,
Thierry Gale (2), Deroni
Hurley, Ray Francis and
Howard Louis all pitched
in for the six-nil win over
the Martindale’s Road
boys. Goals from Ngozi
Reid, Keshawn Marshall
and Miguel Yarde (2) se-
cured a four-two win for
St. George in a derby
match against
Providence. Queen’s
College and Harrison
College played to a draw
at Husbands with
Abayomi Brathwaite scor-
ing for the home team and
Raymar Walters scoring
for HC.

THE accolades con-
tinue to pour in for
National Sports
Personality of the Year
Akela Jones.

Jones was named as the
High Points Scorer of the
Big 12 Indoor
Championships which
were held over the week-
end at the Lied
Recreation Athletic
Centre at Iowa State
University.

Jones, a Junior at
Kansas State University,
ended the meet with 24
points after winning the
long jump and second and
third place finishes in the
high jump and 60 metre
hurdles. She won the long
jump with 6.37 metres on
her second jump. Sydney
Conley of University of

Kansas was second with
6.24 metres while Texas
Tech’s Shanice Stewart
was third with 6.16 me-
tres.

Over in the high jump
she cleared 1.84 metres
for second place, bowing
out at 1.87 metres.
Kansas State swept the
medals in this event with
Kimberly Williamson
winning with 1.87 metres
while Alyx Treasure was
third with 1.84 metres.

Jones finished third in
the 60 metre hurdles in
an indoor personal best
time, and new school
record, of 8.14 seconds.
Morgan Snow of Texas
won in 8.10 seconds while
Texas Tech’s Le’Tristan
Pledger was second in
8.11 seconds.

Sonia Gaskin, also at
Kansas State University
also recorded great per-
formances at the meet.
She finished second in the
Women’s 600 metres in a
season’s best 1:19.46, the
fastest time ever run by a
KSU athlete on an over-
sized track. Okolo
Courtney of Texas won in
a meet record of 1:18.24
while University of
Kansas’ Whitney Adams
was third in 1:20.64.

Gaskin came back later
in the meet to help her
team to a silver medal in
the Women’s 4x100 metre
Relay. Kansas State fin-
ished second in 3:37.94
with Texas winning in
3:34.72. Baylor
University was third in
3:38.29.

Also competing at the
Big 112 Indoor champi-
onships were Rhys
Phillips and Tramaine
Maloney who finished
sixth and seventh in the
Men’s 60 metre hurdles.
Phillips of Baylor had
clocked a personal best
8.10 seconds while Texas
Tech’s Maloney was
timed at 8.11 seconds.
Chris Caldwell of Texas
Tech won in7.76 seconds
with Spencer Dunkerley-
Offor second in 7.84 sec-
onds. Bryce Grace was
third in 7.95 seconds.

KSU finished second in
the Women’s Team rank-
ings with 132.50 points
with University of Texas
winning with 139 points.
Baylor was third with 105
points. (PG)

ONE of the world’s pre-
mier sports drinks will
continue to partner with
the Springer Memorial
Secondary School.

Gatorade has been
sponsoring the schools
many sports teams with
its beverage for many
years and that partner-
ship is set to continue for
another three years. This
was announced last week
at RMJ Agencies, the dis-
tributors of the brand
here in Barbados.

Julie Phillips, one of
the Physical Education
Teachers at the school,
was on the hand for the
announcement and she
thanked Gatorade for its
continued association
with the school. She
noted that Gatorade pro-
vides the fuel for all of
their athletes in a num-
ber of disciplines and
noted that without their
support it would be very
hard to maintain the
level of success they have
seen over the past 15
years.

Simone Henry-
Whittaker, General
Manager of RMJ
Agencies, noted that they
were excited to continue
their partnership with
the school. She added
that Gatorade was the

better hydration product
and will go towards help-
ing Springer Memorial
maintain its high stan-
dards in all the sports it
competes in.

“We know they work

really, really hard be-
cause we see it in their
efforts across the disci-
plines; they tend to do re-
ally well. So we are
pleased to continue to
partner with them,” said

Henry-Whittaker.
RMJ Agencies will be

giving Springer
Memorial Gatorade prod-
ucts that will be used by
all the sports disciplines
at the school. (PG)

Jones named High Points Scorer
at Big 12 Indoor champs

Gatorade extends partnership
with Springer Memorial

No changes at
top of zones

Akela Jones.

(left) Simone Henry-Whittaker, General Manager of RMJ Agencies, hands over a
bottle of Gatorade to Springer Memorial Physical Education Teacher, Julie
Phillips.
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PRIZES and surprises
are what await fans of
local football each and
every Sunday night as
the Barbados Football
Association continues
to give back. Each
week during the
Digicel Premier
League spectators
have been striking it
lucky and winning big
just for coming out to
enjoy the beautiful
game.

Early last month,
Kristopher Alleyne was

the first winner during
games at the National
Stadium. He walked
away wit a 32-inch LG
Smart TV. Last weekend,
when the games were
held at Empire, Adrian
Burke became the second
winner for the season.

When the action re-
turns to the National
Stadium tonight, five per-
sons have the chance to
leave with something as
there are five big give-
aways slated for the
night.

JOSE Mourinho claimed
his first trophy since re-
turning for his second
spell as Chelsea manager
with a comfortable
Capital One Cup final vic-
tory over Tottenham at
Wembley.

John Terry and Diego
Costa did the damage -
both with the aid of deflec-
tions - either side of the
interval as Spurs’ hopes of
repeating their success
over Chelsea in this com-
petition seven years ago
never got off the ground.

The win gave Mourinho
his first silverware since
La Liga success with Real
Madrid in 2012 and
Chelsea their first since
the Europa League final
victory against Benfica in
Amsterdam a year later.

Despite a career laden
with trophies, Mourinho
claimed this was the most
important final of his time
in the game and Chelsea
were never seriously trou-
bled once Christian
Eriksen’s early free-kick
rebounded to safety off the
woodwork.

And with Chelsea’s clos-
est Premier League title
rivals Manchester City

losing 2-1 at Liverpool
even before this final
kicked off - leaving his side
with a five-point advan-
tage with a game in hand
- this just about added up
to Mourinho’s perfect day.

Tottenham had the ex-
ertions of a Europa
League tie - and painful

exit - against Fiorentina
in Italy on Thursday, and
while this may have taken
its toll, they never looked
like rescuing the situation
once Chelsea took the lead
right on half-time.

Tottenham’s usual sus-
pects created early opti-
mism for their fans as

Eriksen bounced a 20-
yard free-kick off the bar,
although Petr Cech - pre-
ferred in goal to Thibaut
Courtois - looked to have
the situation under con-
trol, and Harry Kane
ended a fine run with a
low shot that was comfort-
ably saved by Chelsea’s

keeper.
As usual, Costa was

keeping Spurs fully occu-
pied in the physical ex-
changes, angering Nabil
Bentaleb with a hand-off,
squaring up to Kyle
Walker and getting in-
volved in a running battle
with Eric Dier that ended

with the defender picking
up a yellow card for a foul.

As the first 45 minutes
looked to be drawing to a
subdued conclusion,
Chelsea pounced on a mo-
ment of defensive confu-
sion to take the lead.

Willian’s free-kick was
deflected out of a cluster of
bodies to the feet of Terry,
whose shot took a crucial
touch off Kane to defeat
Hugo Lloris, who was
given the nod by Spurs
boss Mauricio Pochettino
ahead of regular League
Cup choice Michel Vorm.

And it was another de-
flection that was a key el-
ement as Chelsea doubled
their lead 11 minutes
after the break. Cesc
Fabregas, who had seen
an ambitious overhead
kick well saved by Lloris,
found Costa, whose shot
was directed across the
face of goal until it took a
deflection off Walker to
beat Lloris inside his near
post.

This was effectively the
end of the contest, with
barely a blow traded be-
tween the sides before
Chelsea captain Terry
lifted the trophy.

Fans can win
big at football

Chelsea wins the League Cup Final

Kristopher Alleyne was the first winner this season with the Barbados Football
Association.Adrian Burke was lucky last weekend when the action moved to Empire.

Chelsea players celebrate with their trophy.

      



FORMER British
Historic Rally
Championship Class
Champions Chris
Shooter and Bev
LeGood took some
years to give in to
pressure from friends
before they made
their Caribbean debut
on Sol Rally Barbados
2014, but returning
for the 25th
Anniversary of the
Barbados Rally Club’s
(BRC) premier event
“was an easy decision
to make.”

The BRC’s blue riband
event has grown from
small beginnings as the
International All-Stage
Rally in 1990 into the re-
gion’s biggest annual
motor sport
International; it  is
scheduled for May 29-31,
with Simpson Motors
Scrutineering and the
King of the Hill shake-
down event the previous
weekend (May 23/24).

Co-driver LeGood said:
“Since coming home,
we’ve been caught up in
work, so rallying has
taken a back seat (with
regret), but if we only
competed once this year
there was just one event
in all our minds! We had
such a fabulous time
both on the event and
with the hospitality from
everyone involved, it was
a very easy decision to
make.”

More than that, one of

last year’s group of sup-
porters, former circuit
racer and car enthusiast
Antony Pownall, enjoyed
the event and the island
so much that he went
home determined to re-
turn as a competitor. He
acquired a Group N
Mitsubishi Lancer Evo
IX and, after a successful
shakedown at a single-
venue event at the
Oulton Park race circuit
close to his home, posted
his entry on the official
web site – www.rallybar-
bados.net.

Motor trader Shooter
built his Sparrow Hill
Cars Ford Escort MkII in
2005, to MSA Historic
specification and pow-
ered by a 2-litre 195bhp
Pinto engine; from
Loughborough in
Leicestershire, he and
LeGood were regular
competitors in the
British Historic Rally
Championship (BHRC)
from 2006 to 2011, win-
ning their class in 2008.

They finished 28th
overall  and won the
International Historic
class in Sol RB14, but
the class was not well-
supported, so Shooter’s
task may be more diffi-
cult in 2015, with six en-
tries already received.
That doesn’t phase the
British team, however,
as LeGood says:
“Knowing that the oth-
ers may have a lot more
‘grunt’ than us, it will be

foot to the floor, as he al-
ready has a competitor
he wishes to beat.”

Their good friend
Pownall, who had al-
ready visited Barbados
on holiday before last
year’s rally, travelled
back with them for Sol
RB14. Formerly a hill-
climb and circuit racer –
he was a regular in the
manufacturer-supported
Renault 5 Turbo
Championship – he is
also a collector of
Veteran cars, including a
1901 De-Dion Bouton, in
which he and Shooter
have regularly finished
the world-famous
London to Brighton
Veteran Car Run.

For Sol RB15,
Pownall’s co-driver will
be another very experi-
enced British enthusi-
ast, Malcolm Clark, who
has been involved in a
wide range of motor
sport since his early
teens, as a competitor -
on both sides of a rally
car - mechanic, team
manager, event organ-
iser and display driver.

In National Autotests
(the equivalent of
Autocross in Barbados),
he won his class in the
BTRDA Championship
in 1993 and 1999 and
represented England on
10 occasions in
International competi-
tions. In service and
management, he worked
with many leading

British teams, including
David Sutton Cars and
works teams such as
Lada and Skoda, also
won the Ford Faberge
Fiesta Championship in
1979 with Guenda Eadie
and the 1988 MG
Maestro Challenge with
Jenny Birrell.

Barbados Rally
Club true to core val-
ues in 2014

The core values of the
Barbados Rally Club
(BRC) served the island’s
oldest motor sport organ-
isation well during 2014,
which Chairman Mark
Hamilton described as
“an interesting year” in
his annual report at
Thursday’s (February
26) AGM at the
Barbados Clay Target
Shooting Association
(BCTSA) Clubhouse at
Searles, Christ Church.

After a year in which
the motor sport land-
scape changed signifi-
cantly, Hamilton said: “I
am pleased to say that
the Club has stayed true
to its core values of doing
what we do best: running
our motor sport profes-
sionally, maintaining
good relationships with
all BMF member Clubs,
including the provision
of revenue-generating
support services to other
Clubs and facilities, and
maintaining our part-
nerships with the busi-
ness community by pro-
viding an environment

in which they see a re-
turn on their invest-
ment.”

On the sponsorship
front, he reported that
the Club had recently re-
newed multi-year deals
with Banks Holdings
and Chefette, had re-
ceived commitments
from Automotive Art and
LIME for the 2015 sea-
son and were in the final
stages of contract re-
newal for Sol Rally

Barbados for a five-year
period from 2016 to
2020. With support for
Sol RB15 also confirmed
from Barbados Tourism
Management Inc and the
Tourism Development
Corporation, Hamilton
added: “Our commercial
partners remain com-
mitted, which speaks
volumes when you con-
sider the economic chal-
lenges that we face
today.”

WILLIAMS driver Valtteri
Bottas set the pace, as
Mercedes emerged from
the final day of pre-season
testing as strong world
title favourites.

Mercedes driver Nico
Rosberg was sixth,but the
team have done enough
over the winter to prove
they are still well ahead of
the rest of the field.

Bottas was 0.406 sec-
onds quicker than
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel,
both using the fastest
tyres, the super-soft.

McLaren had another
troubled day, Jenson
Button managing only 30
laps.

The team, starting a
new engine partnership
with Honda, have done
less pre-season mileage
than any team other than
Force India, whose car ap-
peared for the first time

only on Friday.
Button was consigned to

the garage for the morn-
ing session after the team
discovered a problem that
required the engine to be
removed.

The team then had a
stuttering afternoon, at
the end of which Button
was eighth fastest,
2.264secs off the pace.

“I am pleased with the
winter,” said Rosberg. “We
have done a good job with
the development of the car.
That’s not to say the others
aren’t also quick but I am
optimistic for the first cou-
ple of races because we
have a good car.

“I am comfortable, set-
ting the best time of the
whole winter testing two
days ago.”

Sauber’s Felipe Nasr
was third quickest ahead
of Red Bull’s Daniel

Ricciardo, Toro 
Rosso’s Max Verstappen
and Force India’s Sergio
Perez.

Lotus driver Pastor
Maldonado had a light
crash at Turn Four just

after lunch and was slow-
est of all.

Lotus said the crash was
caused by a “braking-re-
lated issue” which meant
Maldonado could not slow
sufficiently for the corner.
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Valtteri Bottas fastest on final day

Return to Sol Rally Barbados “easy decision”
Barbados Rally Club true to core values in 2014
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FORMER champions
Pakistan survived a scare
to pull off a dramatic 20-
run victory over Zimbabwe
and record their first win
at the 2015 World Cup.

Skipper Misbah-ul-Haq’s
stubborn 73 and a fiery half-
century from pace bowler
Wahab Riaz helped the 1992
winners recover from 4-2 to
reach 235-7.

Brendan Taylor's 50 looked
to have put Zimbabwe on
course for a famous win.

But Mohammad Irfan, with
career-best one-day interna-
tional figures of 4-30, and Riaz
(4-45) won it for Pakistan.

Riaz became the first
Pakistani to score a fifty and
take four wickets in the same
World Cup match – and only
the eighth cricketer to achieve
the feat.

And victory was important
for Misbah’s men, who, after
heavy defeats by India and the
West Indies, would have faced
an uphill battle to progress to
the quarter-finals had they
lost again.

"It was really tough because
it was a make or break game
for us," said the Pakistan cap-
tain. "You can't believe how
happy we are because we were
out of the tournament if we'd
lost this game."

Despite a backdrop of fierce
criticism from the public and
former players back home –
and with chief selector Moin
Khan forced to return from the
World Cup after visiting a

casino – Pakistan posted their
highest score of the tourna-
ment so far, though their in-
nings got off to a wretched
start.

After winning the toss and
choosing to bat, Pakistan were
rocking at 1-1 and 4-2 as
Tendai Chatara claimed the
wickets of  openers Nasir
Jamshed and Ahmed Shehzad.

But skipper Misbah played a
vital innings, steadying the
ship as wickets regularly fell
around him – including two in
one over when Williams dis-
missed Umar Akmal and
Shahid Afridi in the space of
three balls. Afridi, celebrating
his 35th birthday, went for a
duck.

Only a late flurry from Riaz
– his 54 coming from 55 balls
– injected some urgency into
the Pakistan innings and gave
them a meaningful total to de-
fend.

Zimbabwe lost Sikander
Raza and Chamu Chibhabha
cheaply – Irfan taking both –
but Taylor's half-century and
Sean Williams' 33 from 32
balls took them to 128-3 and
appeared to put them on
course for victory.

However, Riaz repeated his
batting heroics with the ball,
sharing eight wickets with fel-
low left-arm paceman Irfan as
Zimbabwe crumbled.

Injured captain Elton
Chigumbura, who was helped
off the field with a suspected
quadricep tear while fielding,
tried valiantly to steer

Zimbabwe to victory but was
last man out for a run-a-ball
35.

"It is always disappointing
to lose a game like this when
you feel you have a chance to
win," said Zimbabwe captain
Elton Chigumbura.

"Our weakness has been
that we have not had one guy
scoring a hundred or batting
through the innings."

While Zimbabwe will be
frustrated not to have regis-
tered only a fourth ODI win
over Pakistan, Misbah’s team
now head into their next Pool
B game against the United
Arab Emirates on 4 March
with renewed hope of making
the last eight.

Pakistan beat
Zimbabwe to
keep hopes alive

Can't catch me: Wahab Riaz was too good for Zimbabwe's tail 

Mohammad Irfan got the better of Solomon Mire with his extra bounce
Zimbabwe's batsmen were peppered with short balls

Zimbabwe wicket-keeper Brendan Taylor's 50 leaves him one
run short of becoming the fourth player to score 5,000 ODI runs
for Zimbabwe
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LEAVING Sydney with
their spirits down after
their worst loss in a one-
day international, the
West Indies will feel much
better when they are
greeted with a Caribbean
welcome at Perth, the
venue for their next World
Cup match on Friday.

The West Indies was
hammered by South
Africa, by a record break-
ing 257 runs, in its fourth
match of the 2015 World
Cup in Sydney on Friday.

The team now needs to
defeat the powerful
Indians and the United
Arab Emirates to qualify
for the quarterfinals of the
tournament.

The regional team has
had an up-and-down tour-
nament thus far, losing to
minnows Ireland before
crushing Pakistan and
Zimbabwe and then them-

selves being crushed by
South Africa. It has put
them at the edge and a de-
feat to India could see
them barely in, with a
chance of making the
knockout stage.

The authorities at Perth
have organised a gala wel-
come ceremony at the
James Street
Amphitheatre, the cul-
tural centre in Perth, for
the team today and have
decided to put a Caribbean
spin on proceedings.

Western Australia min-
ister of Tourism, Dr Kim
Hames will address the
West Indies team, while
Dr Richard Walley will
make the presentation of a
“message stick” to West
Indies captain Jason
Holder.

Twelve-year-old Tahj
Reid,a Jamaican,will sing
the West Indies Cricket

Anthem.There will also be
a performance by
Australia’s leading world
musician Grace Barbe and
the Perth Pandemix Steel
Orchestra will beat out
tunes that is expected to
make the West Indians
feel at home. The West
Indies left Sydney at
lunchtime yesterday for
four-and-three-quarter
hour flight to Perth and
will have a few days rest
before their next match
against India on March 6.

Since arriving for the
World Cup the team has
been on a hectic schedule,
playing four matches in
two countries and four dif-
ferent cities but their next
two games are spaced out
over 15 days. After the
India clash, they fly back
to New Zealand to battle
the UAE on March 15.
(Trinidad Guardian)

CAPTAIN Eoin
Morgan blamed
England’s bowlers
after their nine-
wicket humbling by
Sri Lanka at the
World Cup.

England posted 309-6
but saw that overhauled
with 16 balls left to suf-
fer a third heavy defeat
in four matches.

“We were way off the
mark today,” Morgan
said. “When we are bowl-
ing well, it’s a good at-
tack but you can pick it
apart when we’re not
bowling well.”

Former England bats-
man Geoffrey Boycott
said Morgan and coach
Peter Moores have no

“aura of leadership”
about them.

Lahiru Thirimanne,
who was dropped 
twice, and Kumar
Sangakkara both made
unbeaten centuries as
Sri Lanka became only
the second team to chase
a one-day international
target in excess of 300
for the loss of only one
wicket.

This latest heavy de-
feat for England came
after they were soundly
beaten in their opening
two matches against
Australia and New
Zealand with their only
victory coming against
Scotland.

“This is harder to take

than those first two
losses,” said batsman
Morgan. “I thought our
score was about 25 above
par.

“We created a couple of
chances that went down,
so that was disappoint-
ing.”

England will almost
certainly be eliminated
if they lose either of their
final two games against
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh beat
Scotland on Thursday.

“It ’s  not even a
thought at the moment,”
said the 28-year-old left-
hander. “We have two
games to win to get us
into a quarter-final."

Captain Morgan
blames bowlers as
England lose

Caribbean welcome for
Windies at Perth

      



FOR SALE
Elo 14” Touch Screen PN

System with Epson Receipt
Printer and Cash Drawer.

1902 Persia 10x7 / 83x121
handwoven silk rug

Tel:822-0462/822-0492/
622-1981

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom Building 2 - 2
Bedrooms 1 Bathroom
4,736 sq. ft. $300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two
storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms
building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
Apartment $1,600.00
monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 2/03/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

2005 KIA SERENTO at Auto
Rescue at 1:00pm

ONE 1994 MAZDA FAMILIA at
ICBL Lot at 1:15pm

2005 DAIHATSU HIJET
(DRIVING) at De Wrecker Man,
Stanmore Crescent, Black Rock
at1:30pm

1999 TOYOTA CORONA, 2006
SUZUKI LIANA (DRIVING),
2010 NISSAN TIIDA (DRIVING)
REAR LASH at Downes Auto at
1:45pm

2003 TOYOTA COROLLA at
Champion Auto at 2:10pm

CALL:231-1928

RENTAL
PROBLEMS

We look after people’s property, 
we can look after yours.

Call us/write us
Buvardo Debt Collection

Agency Limited.
No.15 Grazettes Valley,

Black Rock 
Saint Michael
Barbados, W.I.
246-425-3462

Email:
bsenaise.yahoo.com

JOB SEEKERS
NEED YOUR PROPERTY

MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping,
grassing, spraying, mowing,
forking, weeding, model:
suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

JOB SEEKERS

Seeking employment in farm
working, gardening, dish
washing or janitoral work.

Tel:841-9344/418-1191

NOTICES

NOTICES

NOTICES NOTICES

NOTICES
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KINGSTON (Jamaica)
– World 100 and 200-
metre record holder
Usain Bolt made a sur-
prise 2015 season
debut Saturday, run-
ning the anchor leg in
a 4x100 relay heat vic-
tory at the Gibson
Relays.

Bolt appeared to run
with ease as he took the
baton from world and
Olympic 200m medallist

Warren Weir and brought
home the victory for the
Racers Lions foursome in
39.26 seconds.

Mario Forsythe ran the
lead leg while Michael
Frater ran the second leg
in the preliminary heat
at Jamaica’s National
Stadium in 
Kingston.

“For me this was a good
run. It was a good blow
out in the early morning,”

Bolt said of his first race
on local soil in the past
two years.

The 28-year-old sprint
star had skipped the
Camperdown Classic ear-
lier in February in what
had been expected to be
his season opener.

Bolt set world records
of 9.58 seconds in the 100
and 19.19 in the 200 at
Berlin in 2009 and also
helped Jamaica’s 4x100

relay to a world record.
The eight-time world

champion is a reigning
Olympic champion in the
100, 200 and 4x100 relay,
having swept all three
events at the 2008
Beijing and 2012 London
Games.

And Bolt is excited
about the prospects for
success in a return to
Beijing in six months for
the world championships

at the same Bird’s Nest
Stadium where he swept
three gold medals in
world-record times seven
years ago.

“I think I have set the
bar high in Beijing, so I
am excited to go back to
surpass that feat,” Bolt
said.

Bolt said his coach,
Glen Mills, is pleased
with his progress 
toward peaking at the

worlds.
“My coach is happy

with where I am at now,”
Bolt said.

“We just started a lit-
tle speed work... I don’t
know where we are going
from here, back to speed
endurance or continue
speed work.

“The key thing about
this season is to 
try and stay injury 
free.”

SOUTH KOREA’S Amy
Yang carded a three-
under-par 69 in the final
round to win the women’s
Thailand Open by two
strokes on Sunday.

Yang, who trailed
American Stacy Lewis by
a stroke overnight, took
her total to 15-under at
the Siam Country Club
in Chonburi for her sec-
ond LPGA title.

World number three
Lewis (72), who was in
lead after each of the pre-
vious three rounds, was
joined at second by
Taiwan’s Yani Tseng (67)
and South Korean Lee
Mi-rim (69) on 13-under.

The 25-year-old Yang,
who finished runner-up
last week in Australia,
started the day with a
birdie and added four
more strokes to go with
two bogeys during her
final round.

Spain’s Beatriz 
Recari fired a nine-
under-par 63 for the low

round of the week to
climb up the leaderboard

for a share of the fifth
place at 12-under with

South Korean Kim Sei-
young.

A BLISTERING front
nine laid the platform for
Briton Andy Sullivan to
claim a second European
Tour win at the Joburg
Open on Sunday.

Sullivan, who has now
qualified for the Open
Championship at St
Andrews in July, sunk
five birdies on his out-
ward nine.

Two more birdies com-
ing home, coupled with a
bogey, gave him a final
round score of 66 and a
total of 270 to win at the
Royal Johannesburg 
and Kensington 
Club.

That was two shots bet-
ter than compatriots
Anthony Wall and David
Howell, who both also
qualify for The Open,
Irishman Kevin Phelan
and home players Jaco
van Zyl and Wallie
Coetsee, who all finished

on 272.
The 28-year-old

Sullivan turned profes-
sional in 2010 but has
had to wait until this
year to win on the
European Tour having
also claimed the South
African Open
Championship in
January when he de-
feated Charl Schwartzel
in a playoff.

There was no need for
extra holes on Sunday
though as Sullivan, who
started the day 
three shots behind
overnight leader Coetsee,
was quick out the blocks
and finished his round
with a massive 
putt for birdie on the
18th.

“It’s unbelievable, I
never imagined it would
happen again so quickly,”
Sullivan said at the 
presentation ceremony.

DAVID FERRER won a
record-equaling fourth
Mexican Open title with
a 6-3 7-5 victory over Kei
Nishikori in the Acapulco
hardcourt final.

The Spanish world
number nine’s triumph
put him level with
Austrian Thomas Muster
with four Mexican titles
having also won the tour-
nament three times from
2010-2012 on clay.

It was Ferrer’s third
title this year after Doha
and last week’s win in Rio
de Janeiro and 24th of his
career, ending a run of
five defeats to the
Japanese top seed.

Nishikori now leads
Ferrer 7-4 in their meet-
ings.

“I played very aggres-
sive, without mistakes.
I’m very happy. To win
here a fourth time is a
dream,” Ferrer was
quoted as saying on the
ATP website.

“In important mo-
ments, he made more
mistakes and I took my
chances. I feel very confi-
dent with my tennis now.
I’ve won three tourna-
ments this year and
we’ve only began the sea-
son.”

Ferrer was dominant
almost throughout the

match with Nishokori,
set to rise to world num-
ber four after reaching
the final, on the back foot
and 3-0 down in the sec-
ond set after twice being
broken by the
Spaniard.

However, the 2014 U.S.
Open finalist fought back
to 4-4 then 5-5 as the
players exchanged fur-
ther breaks before Ferrer
clinched it in one hour
and 49 minutes.

Swiss Timea
Bacsinszky won the
women’s crown beating
Caroline Garcia of
France 6-3 6-0 in the 
final.

Amy Yang carded a three-under-par 69 in the final round to win the women’s
Thailand Open by two strokes.

Spain’s David Ferrer returns the ball to Italy’s Fabio Fognini during their
men’s singles tennis final match at the Rio Open tournament in Rio de
Janeiro February 22, 2015.

Bolt makes surprise relay start to season

Sullivan rises from
the pack to grab
Joburg Open win

Ferrer downs Nishikori for
fourth Mexico title

South Korea’s Amy Yang wins Thai
LPGA event by two strokes
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THE dedication to
sporting excellence
which moulded Novak
Djokovic into the
world’s top tennis
player was preceded
by a passion for skiing
which remains one of
his greatest joys, the
27-year old Serb told
Reuters yesterday.

Cutting a relaxed figure
following afternoon prac-
tice less than 24 hours
after losing the Dubai
Open final to Roger
Federer, the eight-times
grand slam champion 
explained the tough deci-
sion which changed his
life.

“I am very blessed to be
able to play tennis, the
sport that I love and very
grateful for the opportu-
nities to play in the finals
of big events,” he said.

“When the season starts
you are on the roll con-
stantly and obliged to be
committed to daily rou-
tines on and off the court.

“But before I ever hit a
tennis ball I was already
on the slopes of the moun-
tains where I grew up and
skiing has stayed my
biggest sports passion.

“My father was a skiing
instructor and competitor
as well as my uncle and
aunt and I really do come
from a family which nur-
tures a skiing culture.

“Even though I love ten-
nis with all my heart and
it’s my number one sport,
for me there is still no bet-
ter feeling than going
down the slopes on a pair
of skis, it’s such a powerful

feeling.
“There was a time in my

life when I was around 10
or 11 when I had to decide
between the two sports
because I was strongly
considering skiing.

“My father never
pushed me one way or the
other, he gave me the free-
dom to choose and I chose
tennis. It turned out to be
a good decision.”

Fan joy
Djokovic won his fifth

Australian Open title in
January to sit alongside
two Wimbledon trophies
and one U.S. Open in his
impressive cabinet.

But he still acknowl-
edges the importance of
Serbia beating Croatia in
next weekend’s Davis Cup
first-round tie in the cen-
tral city of Kraljevo whose
sports hall is a far cry
from the imposing
Belgrade Arena.

“It is important for this
part of Serbia to have
such a big sports event. It
should bring fans there a
lot of joy and we are all
looking forward to play-
ing there,” Djokovic said.

“Winning the 2010
Davis Cup title was one of
the nicest feelings I ever
experienced on the court.

“The second highlight of
my career would be
Wimbledon but winning
the Davis Cup and shar-
ing such a great achieve-
ment with your team
mates and your people is
something that happens
very few times in your life.

“Roland Garros is of

course one of my top prior-
ities each year but it’s still
a long way away and I
need to play well in the
Davis Cup and a lot of
strong Masters events on
the tour before then.

“That should help me
build my form into the
French Open, the only
grand slam tournament I
still haven’t won. It re-
mains my life-long goal to
complete the slam but I
am sure that I am not the
only one who wants to win
it.”

Family inspiration
Having his own family

has taken a lot of pressure
off Djokovic, who feels his
form has peaked since get-
ting married to childhood
sweetheart Jelena and be-
coming a father to four-
month old son Stefan.

“It has brought me only
positive energy because I
really don’t feel that being
a parent or husband is a
distraction of any kind,”
he said.

“I’ve been playing some
of the best tennis of my
career since I became a fa-
ther and there is a more
profound feeling to every-
thing I do.

Djokovic feels he has
benefited enormously
from adding former
German great Boris
Becker to his camp.

“Boris has achieved a lot
in his career, he is a leg-
end of this sport and un-
derstands the pressure
and challenges I face on
the court and off it,” he
said.

Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns to Roger Federer of Switzerland during
their final match at the ATP Championships tennis tournament in Dubai,
February 28, 2015.

Skiing U-turn made me a
champion, says Djokovic
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DAME BILLIE MILLER is urging
Barbadians to stop digging their
graves with the table fork.

“The sad fact is that Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs), which
are driven by unhealthy diet and lack of
physical activity, are largely preventa-
ble. That makes our remit one of
prevention,” she said, also describing the
onslaught of NCDs in Barbados as
devastating.

Dame Billie, who is the Vice President
of the Barbados Association of Retired
Persons Inc. (BARP), was speaking on
“the role of civil society in the prevention
and reduction of NCDs”,after the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between BARP, the Heart and
Stroke Foundation, and the Diabetes
Foundation of Barbados held at Maria
Holder Diabetes Centre for the
Caribbean, Warrens, on Friday.

“We are a well educated society and so
we can understand the public education
programmes which must start at home,
kindergarten and primary schools.There
can be no excuse.The programmes must

be designed to make us appreciate the
importance of self-care. That is our first
individual person responsibility.”

According to her, self-care can start as
soon as right away, such as what we eat
for lunch and supper.

“Every little step can make a differ-
ence ... Self-care means that your health,
your life is actually in your hands – the
hands that put food and drink into your
mouth,” she said.

Dame Billie further acknowledged that
BARP, through its Golden Health
Insurance Plan and based on the high
claims ratio, have recognised that NCDs
affect a large percentage of its member-
ship.

“It is estimated that the prevalence of
NCDs among the demographic that we
serve may be in excess of 35 per cent.This
is a matter of grave concern,” she
stressed.

“This is what we need to be talking
about in the media. This should be the
conversation on Facebook,Twitter,Radio,
TV, magazines and newspapers,” Dame
Billie added. (TL)

Dame Billie Miller, Vice President of the Barbados Association of Retired
Persons Inc. (BARP)

YOUR
HEALTH IS
IN YOUR
HANDS

Jones named High
Points Scorer at Big
12 Indoor champs

Page 23

      


