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THE National Task Force on
Crime Prevention is being
renamed the Criminal
Justice Research and
Planning Unit, to better 
reflect what that entity does.

Director of the Government
agency, Cheryl Willoughby,
spoke to the media about the 
rationale behind the name
change yesterday morning, on
the sidelines of a ‘Boys to Men
Workshop’ for secondary school

students at the 3Ws Oval,
University of the West Indies.

She said that in the coming
weeks, concerted efforts will be
made to market the new name
and rebrand the department.

“Currently, we are the re-
search department under the
Office of the Attorney General
and the Ministry of Home
Affairs and our research focuses
on all aspects of crime and the
criminal justice system, so the

name change reflects that and
the work we are doing, and the
planning component speaks to
the crime prevention work that
we are currently engaged in,”
she explained.

With that in mind,Willoughby
added that the Unit will also be
looking at the formulation of pol-
icy documents to inform work
as it relates to legislation, policy
and programming.

REBRANDING on Page 3

TASK FORCE
REBRANDING

By Kerri Gooding

INSTEAD of singling out
African culture, it is believed
by some that a Cultural Day
would help the island’s stu-
dents to become more educated

about all ethnicities and races
within the student bodies, and
by extension, within society.

This opinion was shared yes-
terday by the Principal of the
Christ Church Foundation
School, Robert Cumberbatch,

before the start of yet another
event during the African
Heritage Month of activities.

Having previously had an
Islam spokesperson address
students at the school, the
Principal stated: “We really

have to expose [students]. Try
not to be too narrow-minded
when we are dealing with
them; as citizens, they are all
entitled to all that Barbados
has to offer.”

Therefore, he disclosed that

in the future the school might
explore other cultures.

He said, “We’re hoping that
by the end of the exercise our
students will have a greater
appreciation for Black History.

CULTURAL DAY on Page 4

Principal: Celebrate all cultures, not just one  

Some of the participants at yesterday’s ‘Boys to Men Workshop’. Inset: Director of the National
Task Force on Crime Prevention, Cheryl Willoughby, addressing those in attendance.
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By Kerri Gooding

LIME (Barbados) gave
back to 80 of its female
customers from across
all sectors in a steamy,
sultry, soothing way 
as they enjoyed an
evening of cama-
raderie and relaxation,
sampling wines and
tasty treats before
viewing the premiere
of Fifty Shades of 
Grey, the movie.

With the mood ‘Wines
and Mojitos’ set by Tapas
Restaurant, which
catered for the event, each
invitee could be seen on
Wednesday, sipping and
chatting away in the foyer
of the Olympus VIP lo-
cated at Sheraton Mall 
in Christ Church.

Head of Department 
– Marketing, LIME
(Barbados), Rachel
Pilgrim, said that the
event was merely a way
to give back to the ladies.
She said, “The men have
cricket and golf, so we
thought this would be a
good way to single out 
females.”

The whole occasion was
a success if the loud
laughter prior to the
showing and the hoots of
encouragement during
the film, were any indica-
tors that a good time was
had by all.

One lucky lady had a
little more fun than oth-
ers as she won a special
prize when her chosen key

unlocked the LIME Fifty
Shades of Grey goodie
box. However, each person
attending also received a
movie-themed token as
well.

The event was organ-
ised by Pilgrim and the
Marketing Team com-
prising Keisha Allamby,
Tamara Arthur, Cheryl
Bascombe, Marilyn Sealy
and Lynette Watson; and
amongst the customers,
which included corporate
clients, suppliers, vendors
and persons from retail as
well, were Karen Alleyne
– Massy Stores, Clair Ince

– Foster Ince Cruises,
Judith Wilcox – Trimart
and Beverly Layne of
Virgin Atlantic.

Arthur added in an 
interview with The
Barbados Advocate
that the company realises
it is essential to give back
and to do so even in novel
or unconventional ways.
“Most persons would not
think that this is an idea
coming out of LIME
where we would give back
to our female customers
or single them out specif-
ically, but it’s always best
to go the different route.”
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SOLUTIONS to issues
and challenges that con-
front national develop-
ment will take centre
stage this month through
a series of workshops, lec-
tures, panel discussions
and symposiums hosted
by the University of the
West Indies (UWI), Cave
Hill Campus.

The events combine 
to form the university’s
annual Research Week,
which highlights practical
applications of scientific
research to local, regional
and global socio-economic
problems. The flagship
week, which runs
February 23-27, kicks off
with an opening ceremony
on Monday at 9 a.m. with
a special tribute to Nobel
laureate Sir Arthur Lewis.
In the evening, UWI Vice-
Chancellor Designate, Sir
Hilary Beckles, delivers 
a public lecture at 7 p.m.
on the topic, ‘Politics,
Academics & Public
Advocacy in Barbados: A
Personal Reflection’, at
the Errol Barrow Centre
for Creative Imagination
(EBCCI).

On Wednesday, UWI
senior lecturers Dr.Alafia
Samuels and Ms. Angela
Rose examine approaches
to epidemiology research,
with specific focus on 
diseases spread from 
animals to humans and
the struggle to contain 
the Ebola virus.Their lec-
ture starts at 6 p.m.

“Cave Hill campus is
uniquely placed to ad-
dress the myriad of issues
that affect Barbados and

the Caribbean region,”
said campus Co-ordinator
of Research, Professor
Eddy Ventose.

“In doing so, the 
academic researchers 
attempt to find solutions
to address not only those
issues, but also impor-
tantly global issues. This
ensures that, although 
we are a relatively small
university, the UWI can
contribute meaningfully
on the international
stage.”

International academic
involvement in the pro-
gramme comes when Dr.
Diane Hoffman,Associate
Professor at the Curry
School of Education,
University of Virginia 
and a graduate of both
Stanford and Brown
Universities, delivers the
13th Caribbean Public
Policy Lecture. She will
address the topic,
‘Marginal or Mainstream?
What can Out-of-School
Youth in Haiti teach us
about Development
Policies?’ at the Sir Arthur
Lewis Institute of Social
and Economic Studies
(SALISES) lecture on
Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
EBCCI.

Renewable Energy,
Information and Commu-
nication Technologies
(ICTs) as well as Freedom
of Movement in the
Caribbean will also be
among the topics ad-
dressed as this year is
held under the theme,
‘Cave Hill at the Cutting
Edge: Issues and
Solutions’.

UWI’s Research Week
begins on Monday

Women enjoy 
50 Shades of
LIME’s generosity

Some of the ladies who turned out to view the popular film, Fifty Shades of Grey.

Guests mingling at the Fifty Shades of Grey movie preview.

This lucky lady’s key 
unlocked the prize of
the night.
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BARBADIANS will have an opportunity
to gather information about some of the
therapies available on the island as well
as information about maintaining a
healthy lifestyle next month during the
Barbados Reiki Association’s Holistic
Fair.

President of the Barbados Reiki
Association, Sharon Hurley Hall, during
a press conference yesterday, stated that
the fair, which is slated for March 1 at
Harrison College, will carry the theme
“Good Health Matters”.This theme, she
said, was appropriate since “Barbadians
are always looking for ways to get
healthy or healthier and to maintain
health”.

She added that the association has
been playing a leading role in this re-
gard since its first health open day 
in 1998. “That event was started to raise
awareness of Reiki, but it soon expanded
to include other complementary thera-
pies and has continued to grow each
year.The Holistic Health Fair now helps

to showcase a wide range of complemen-
tary therapies, as well as health foods,
health products and this year sustain-
able gifts.”

While expressing hopes for a similar
response, Hurley Hall stated that the
fair last year was well attended by indi-
viduals of all ages. She also told persons
present at the headquarters of the

Barbados Coalition of Service Industries
(BCSI) that some of the therapies on
offer during the 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
fair will include different types of mas-
sage (lomi lomi, head and foot massage,
tui na massage), acupuncture and re-
flexology. There will also be talks and
demonstrations on Chi Do, Feng Shui
and Tai Chi. (MG)

FIFTEEN per cent of young people
in this nation’s secondary school
system admitted to using drugs,
while 3.4 per cent of primary
school-aged children have also
used drugs.

These statistics were revealed yes-
terday by Cheryl Willoughby, Director
of the National Task Force on Crime
Prevention, which is soon to be re-
branded the Criminal Justice Research
and Planning Unit, as she addressed
those attending the opening of a ‘Boys
to Men Workshop’ for secondary school
boys at the 3Ws Oval.

Speaking to the findings of a survey
conducted by the Task Force on juve-
nile delinquency, she indicated that in
terms of gender, more secondary school
males were using drugs compared to
their female counterparts. Those who

used drugs more than once stood at 12
per cent for males and 6.2 per cent for
females. Moreover, she said there was
a similar gap between males and fe-
males who used drugs only once, with
the figures standing at 7.2 and 2.5 per
cent respectively. The director added
that in most cases, those males fell
within the 11 to 13 and 14 to 17 age
groups, and she said it is clear that
the relevant authorities must inten-
sify their interventions as it relates to
those groups, as they are giving the
most problems with regards to drug
abuse as well as other antisocial be-
haviours within the schools.

Her comments came as she revealed
that between 2011 and 2013, some 22
male juveniles were incarcerated for
marijuana possession, while during
the same period only three female 

juvenile offenders were incarcerated.
Willoughby’s remarks also came as she
explained that even into adulthood,
males outnumbered females with in-
carceration due to drug possession.
She noted that in 2012, 101 males were
sent to prison for drug possession as
compared to 16 females; in 2013, 98
males and 19 females were incarcer-
ated; while from January to June 2014,
101 males and 14 females were locked
up after being convicted for drug pos-
session. These figures, she said, show
the importance of the Task Force co-or-
dinating workshops which primarily
target young men.

“Preventing crime and violence in
schools and the wider society should be
a priority, not only for Government,
but for every citizen of Barbados. This
should include reporting incidents of

crime to law enforcement officers,” she
said. (JRT)

President of the Barbados Reiki Association, Sharon Hurley Hall, speaking to the
media at yesterday’s press conference held at the BCSI headquarters.

Drug abuse among youth a concern

Barbados
Reiki
Association’s
Holistic Fair
next month

PARENTS have a major role to play in
preventing crime in our society.

That’s the view of Director of the
National Task Force on Crime
Prevention, Cheryl Willoughby.
Addressing secondary school boys yes-
terday morning at the Task Force’s ‘Boys
to Men Workshop’ held under the theme,
‘Working Together for Boys and Men’, at
the 3Ws Oval, University of the West
Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Willoughby
maintained that the family is the most
important institution in a person’s life 
as this is where values, responsibility,
respect for others and self, as well as
good, wholesome characters are formed,
taught and reinforced.

“Sadly, this is a role that is being neg-
lected by parents and families across
Barbados in pursuit of selfish ambitions
and pleasure. Therefore, since crime is a
social problem which begins with the
breakdown of family values, it must 
be addressed through efforts targeting
criminal risk factors,” she said.

The director explained that such 
interventions must include for the 
youth, self-esteem building and values
education to teach them about respect
for others and self. Additionally, she 
said parents need exposure to parenting
skills and to be taught civic responsibil-
ity, so that they can better take care of
their children.

“Take note that I did not mention drugs
or crime as I looked at the value system.
If a person feels loved, has high self-es-
teem, strong family values, that person
has set goals for him or herself, that in-
dividual will be less likely to use drugs or
to engage in criminal behaviour.That’s a
fact, research has shown that,” she said.

With that in mind, the director noted
that in addition to strong law enforce-
ment, there must be strong and sustain-
able crime prevention programmes, but
she said they cannot start at the second-
ary school level. She maintained that
such interventions must start at the 
polyclinic level with mothers-to-be who
are receiving prenatal care.

“Healthy mothers produce healthy 
babies. Mothers on drugs expose their
unborn babies to a number of develop-
mental and behavioural problems, which
can last throughout their lifespan.
Intervention at the level of the prison,
unfortunately, is often too late as individ-
uals have already been in the criminal
justice system for many years,” she said.

Thanking the schools then for partici-
pating in the workshop, Willoughby is
urging them and the respective parent-
teachers associations to introduce simi-
lar programmes in the schools to ensure
that the messages the students receive
are not forgotten. (JRT)

Family
structure is
important

REBRANDING from Page 1

“Something called a task force
speaks to a temporary organisation
and certainly the Task Force has been
in existence for over 20 years, so we 
believe that it is time that the name 
reflects exactly what we do,” she said.

Meanwhile, speaking more to the
work of the unit, the Director said they
have conducted a number of surveys
including a marijuana survey, which

they are currently in the process of un-
dertaking, looking at the prevalence 
of marijuana use in this country.
Additionally, she indicated they have
just completed a police customer satis-
faction survey, which examines the
public’s satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with the services provided by the Royal
Barbados Police Force. Willoughby re-
vealed that the survey will be launched
next Wednesday.

“…In the upcoming financial year,

certainly we will be focusing on gun 
violence because we realise that is 
an issue. We will be also looking at
whether or not Barbados has gangs,
and if we do have gangs, what is the
nature of these gangs, a profile of these
gangs; and also we will be looking at
the extent of the finances, the money
Barbados is spending to treat crime,
whether it is from a medical perspec-
tive or from a criminal justice perspec-
tive,” she said. (JRT)

Task Force conducts several surveys

       



By Kerri Gooding

ONE secondary school
is seeing improvements
in its students’ value
system and self esteem
since introducing its
African History Month
initiative,and is pleased
to say that much of the
success comes from the
fact that all significant
stakeholders – students,
parents, teachers and
government, are on
board.

Such was revealed by
Social Studies,History and
Health and Family Life
Teacher,as well as Co-ordi-
nator of the Self Esteem
Talks event, Annette
Maynard-Watson on
Friday, when the Talks
came off at the Christ
Church Foundation School.

She told the Barbados
Advocate, “This is part of
our African History Month
celebrations and every year
we bring in a group of im-
minent persons in
Barbados to assist our chil-
dren in raising their self es-
teems, giving them strate-
gies to raise their self es-
teem, because we find that
as African people we often
hear that … our self esteem
is very low.

So we said that here at
Foundation School we
would attempt to bring in
these persons.”

With regard to the im-
pact since the commence-
ment of these celebrations,
she stressed, “…A lot of
them [the students] are
more confident, a lot of
them before did not recog-
nise that their ancestors
were great people. Some of
them did not relate that
Egypt is in Africa, where
civilization began.

“So therefore when we
teach them all of that, then

you see a change.They are
proud. There are so many
things that you see in them,
and actually, some of the
speakers who are here they
requested that they come
back.“So we are hoping
that this group of persons
that we have here, that we
may get the same requests
from them, because the
children look forward to the
programme.”

In addition to the buy-in
of the students she stated,
“The parents are very re-
sponsive,because we had a
PTA meeting on Saturday
and the parents came out
and they supported. And I
believe that if the parents
did not support it, or the
teachers, we wouldn’t be
having it this morning,but
we have everyone on board
this morning.”

Furthermore, as it re-
lates to Government sup-

port, she shared as well,“It
is necessary because the
Government of Barbados,
they are on board, because
they are the ones that rally
a lot to have African
Studies included in the
schools. So therefore, they
gave the springboard to
spring off from and since
the programme has been
implemented, some of the
topics are now into our syl-
labus, especially into our
History syllabus.”

Therefore, she asserted,
“We are taking advantage
of the situation. We must
take advantage, because
now we have our superiors
on board with us, and if
they give us something like
this on a platter, to me it’s
a gift.”

Amongst this year’s
speakers were the Director
of the Drug Education and
Counselling Services,

Roger Husbands (Sixth
Form); Craig Lowe,
Logistics Cost Analyst at
Gildan SRL (Sixth Form);
Ralph Boyce, Chairman of
Men’s Educational Support
Association (Fifth Form);
Dr. Alfred Sparman

(Fourth Form); Mohia
Ma’at, Attorney-at-
Law/Entrepreneur (Third
Form);Michelle Matthews,
Home Care Sales Associate
and Parent (Second Form);
Fabian ‘dandelion’ Jones,
Social Worker with the

Welfare Department and
Artiste (Second Form);and
Antoine Williams,
Marketing Consultant and
Entertainer (First Form).

The two repeat speakers
by student request were
Lowe and Jones.
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CULTURAL DAY from
Page 1

[However] we also have
the students from differ-
ent backgrounds, racial
backgrounds – white 
and the Indian, for which
we are very extremely
happy that they are here
and we hope that we see
more of them, so it is not
an exclusive black thing;
it is simply an educa-
tional exercise where we
learn to appreciate one

another’s backgrounds,
various cultural back-
grounds.

We haven’t done any-
thing in respect of the
Indians [or other races]
yet, and perhaps we need
to look at that.”

Hence he asserted that
he advocates for the
Culture Day, because “the
cultural idea is not a bad
one.”

His sentiment was
shared by one of the
spokespersons nomi-

nated to address the First
Form students, Antoine
Williams, Marketing
Consultant and
Entertainer.

Williams who said ‘yes’
to a Cultural or Ethnicity
Day, told the Barbados
Advocate, “I agree that
we should get students to
embrace different types
of cultures, understand-
ing too what different
cultures are, because we
are not only talking the
look, we’re talking about

foods, we’re talking about
behavioural patterns,
talking about traditions
and customs, and know-
ing very well that when
the student leaves school,
they are actually 
going into a wider 
environment, whether it
is at college or a campus
university, and they will
have to embrace these
cultures.

So if it starts here
within this age group, it’s
a good thing.”

THE Principal of the
Christ Church
Foundation School has
underscored the impor-
tance of school as a tool to
shape students into bet-
ter citizens who do not
seek to cast blame, but in-
stead co-exist and strive
to do their best in the real
world,when they move be-
yond the classroom.

Principal Robert
Cumberbatch on Friday in
his office told the seven
spokespersons who were
on the grounds of the
school to instil strategies
to raise self esteem in the
students, that “I believe
school is becoming a more
and more important place
where students learn how
to handle their business.”

Preaching that the
“School is a microcosm of
society,” he explained,
“What I mean is, I used to
grumble and complain
that I don’t have all per-
fect teachers and all per-
fect ancillary staff, then I
thought to myself, when
they go out into the world,
they are not going to meet
all perfect Supervisors,
and all perfect people.
They are going to have to
interact with them and
still remain kosher and

still get along with the
business.”

Therefore, his advise to
students was, “So if you
have a teacher who is mis-
erable, one that is easy
and one that is okay, all of
them you have to learn to
be able to live with, such
that at the end of the day,
in each case, you can
achieve the maximum po-
tential that you can
achieve in that subject
area, rather than quarrel
and grumble and find ex-
cuses and reasons 
why you are not perform-
ing.”

Cumberbatch gra-
ciously extended his grat-
itude to the members of
society for consenting and
giving of their time to ed-
ucate and interact with
the students during their
2015 African History
Month celebrations,
because he who has nu-
merous placards carrying
positive messages in his
office and placed through-
out the classrooms, in-
sisted that because these
things “fade into the back-
ground eventually”, “we
must try all manner of
things,” of which the Self
Esteem Talks are another
avenue. (KG)

Coordinator and Teacher Annette Maynard-Watson (left) and Principal of
Christ Church Foundation School Robert Cumberbatch both agree that the
annual African History Month celebrations educate and inform students.

Michelle Matthews, Home Care Sales Associate and Parent, speaking with
fifth form students after she conducted her session with the second form
students to raise their self esteem.

Major stakeholders 
on board with 
African awareness

School teaching
students to co-exist
beyond classroom

Students should embrace different cultures

        



COURTS’ journey through
the years can best be de-
scribed as both visionary
and enterprising.

This is according to the
Hon. Donville Inniss,
Minister of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
who also believes that the
success of the Courts
brand is in large measure
associated with the delib-
erate strategic choices the
company continues to
make.

Speaking at the launch
of the 50th anniversary
celebrations of Unicomer
Barbados Ltd, (Courts) at
the Bridgetown Superstore
yesterday, he lauded their
success stating that it can
be attributed to both the
insightful and progressive
leadership provided by
successive mangers over
the years, as well as dedi-
cated staff they continue
to attract and shape.

“It also confirms the fact
that you understand the

importance of dreaming
big,recognising that in this
competitive age the only
place your dreams become
impossible is in your own
thinking.”

The Minister went on to
point out to the company’s
management that the next
50 years presents an op-
portunity for new begin-
nings.He stressed that it is
imperative therefore, that
as a leading private sector
institution,their continued
resolve towards greater
success be twinned with
the economic empower-
ment of customers.

Inniss insisted that crit-
ical to this path, must be
the role the wider private
sector is expected to play in
the area of employment
generation.

“While government
must continue to provide
a sustainable enabling en-
vironment to facilitate the
growth and expansion of
the private sector, it is im-
perative that the private
sector demonstrate a

greater commitment to im-
proving the quality of life of
Barbadians both in terms
of securing their livelihood,
and by finding innovative
solutions to delivery its
goods and services at af-
fordable prices.”

Inniss further stressed
that “Business is no busi-
ness without customers.”

“Customer service must
therefore not only be
couched in its accustomed
language of being “nice”
but it must also be 
communicated through a
reasonable pricing regime,
where enterprising is seen
to take on a more human
face.”

He added: “An institu-
tion’s character will there-
fore pretty much deter-
mine its destiny. I am
therefore of the firm view
that Unicomer (Barbados)
Limited remains on firm
footing and is well poised
to assist government in re-
alising its overarching ob-
jective of turning around
this economy.” (TL)

THIS year Courts will
celebrate 50 years of
trading in Barbados.

The company’s formula
for success is ratified by
growth through the
years, says Managing
Director of Unicomer
Barbados Ltd, (Courts)
Trisha Tannis.

To date, Courts oper-
ates five modern retail
stores selling the latest
in quality furnishing, ap-
pliances and electronics
for every Barbadian
home.

“With resilience and
determination we have
stood through the good
and the bad times of our
nation’s journey and I am
happy to say that the
state of our company re-
mains strong,” Tannis
signalled.

She was at the time ad-
dressing the launch of the
50th Anniversary
Celebrations which will
be held under the theme
“Courts through the
years.”

Courts officially opened
its doors on November
20th, 1965. However, in
2007 Barbados was cho-
sen among the Unicomer
group to present a new
prototype retail store for
the region.

“This was the evidence
of new leadership, whose
vision for international
retail standards, led to

the transformation of our
stores, to a new sophisti-
cated, customer friendly
environment.”

The Managing Director
however acknowledged
that the current economic
conditions have impacted

on Courts, but indicated
that the company main-
tains an optimistic and
hopeful outlook, whilst
striving to ensure finan-
cial soundness of its oper-
ations.

“As the winds of change

blow across Barbados
and the region, we are de-
termined to remain here
for decades to come and
we challenge ourselves
with new opportunities
for growth and develop-
ment every day,” she ex-

pressed.
Among Courts celebra-

tory activities this 
year will be a number of
promotions, and a mas-
sive street parade and
celebration in
Bridgetown.

Yesterday, during the
launch held at the Courts
Bridgetown Superstore,
the second grand prize
winner of the Christmas
Wishing Well Promotion,
Ramona Boyce collected
her prize of $50,000. (TL)
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An overwhelmed Ramona Boyce collects her prize of $50,000 from the Courts Christmas Wishing Well Promotion from Managing
Director of Unicomer Barbados Ltd, (Courts) Trisha Tannis. Looking on is Gaynelle Marshall.

Courts celebrating 50 years in Barbados

Hon. Donville Inniss, Minister of Industry, International Business, Commerce
and Small Business Development.

Store’s success lauded
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By Ashlee Cox

IT was a night of
Broadway glitz and
glamour when the
Broadway to Barbados
Charitable Trust in as-
sociation with
Diamonds
International and its
Strategic Partners pre-
sented Neil Berg’s
Broadway to Barbados
2015, ‘Return to
Paradise’.

The impressive show
was an effort to raise
much needed funds for
the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, including
Accident and Emergency
as well as the Medical
Intensive Care Unit
(MICU).

As noted by Robert
Bourque, Chairman and
Project Coordinator, as he
gave brief remarks during
the beginning of the sec-
ond Act, we can no longer
rely heavily on the
Government and must in-
stead, come together as a
community with everyone
doing their part, to assist

and contribute.
He also explained that

they were hoping to raise
$1.2 million for the
Hospital after the shows,
which run from February
19th to the 21st, and
again from the 25th of
February to the 28th, at
the Frank Collymore
Hall.

The first night saw
some of the patrons par-
ticipating in a silent auc-
tion, as well as being en-
couraged to contribute to
supply packs.

The show itself was
spectacular, as the cast
came out to clearly
demonstrate what experi-
ence in Broadway musi-
cals really meant.They all
had very clear voices and
demonstrated incredible
voice control as they en-
deavoured to convey the
message of the number
they were performing to
the nearly packed audi-
ence.

As they came out, either
individually or in groups,
they all showed that
Broadway was not only

about singing, but really
about telling the story
with the entire body,mood
and music – a lesson the
rapt audience entirely en-
joyed.

The audience got the op-
portunity to hear the di-
verse yet enthralling
voices of such stars as
Rita Harvey, Danny Zolli,
Jeannette Bayardelle,
Alan Green, Carole
Demas, Carter Calvert
and Chuck Wagner. They

also got a chance to appre-
ciate some of the musi-
cians, including an ener-
getic Brian Walters, and
the rocker,Michael Wilson
on guitar.

The show itself was a
roller coaster of emotions,
ranging from laughter to
emotional and passionate,
deep motivation. There
were splashes of dark hu-
mour, such as ‘To Keep My
Love Alive’ from ‘A
Connecticut Yankee’

which was skilfully per-
formed by Carole Demas,
with Brian Walters pro-
viding instrumental sup-
port on piano. This piece
had an interesting add-on
when Demas added a
verse scripted for
Barbados to the end, and
praised the nurses of the
QEH and remarked on
the beauty of the island.

For one star, Danny
Zolli, one of his dreams
came true when Sir Cliff

Richards accompanied
him on stage for an im-
promptu duet, which saw
a flashback to the rocking
moves that swept the 80s.
In all, the audience had a
thrilling, entertaining
time in which they were
reminded of the cause and
encouraged to make a con-
tribution and be a part of
the movement towards
better.

More Photos on 
Next Page

First
Broadway
night rocked!

From left: Rita Harvey, Carter Calvert and Jeannette Bayardelle proclaimed “I’m a Woman”.

‘Don’t Stop Believing!’ From left: Rita Harvery, Alan Green and Carter Calvert.

Rita Harvey displayed her clear operatic voice with
‘Think of Me’.
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Jeannette Bayardelle really has a powerful, soulful voice.

Carter Calvert (left) performing along side Rita Harvey!

Chuck Wagner as he performed ‘This is the Moment’.

Carole Demas told a tale as she performed
‘MeadowLark’ from the ‘Baker’s Wife’.

 



BARBADOS is fortunate when compared with
many other countries across the region and the
world, therefore, it seems evident that we should
adopt a more resilient and positive attitude in 
an effort to assist in moving our country forward.

The people of earthquake-ravaged Haiti 
faced, and are still facing unprecedented 
challenges in a fight for their survival, but they
still are exhibiting resilience in the face of 
adversity and are surely succeeding slowly but
surely.

Apart from hurricane Janet in 1955, our 
island has largely been spared the wrath of 
natural disasters of the scale experienced 
in Haiti, and as a consequence, there is a 
sense of complacency in some sectors in this 
island.

Safeguard ourselves
Our island has, however, seen its fair share of
challenges, especially since the global economic
recession affected us. But Barbadians have 
usually weathered these storms because 
we have had the resources to do so.

Despite this fact, there are always some per-
sons, who, instead of making use of the resources
that are available, prefer to complain or cast
blame on the system because that action 
seems easiest in the short term. We sometimes
fail to do the things we can to safeguard our-
selves.

For example, too often the issue of food prices
resurfaces for scrutiny and there is the general
complaint that the price of goods keeps 
rising, putting them out of reach for the 
average person.Yet, calls from several officials for
Barbadians to return to growing at 
least some of their food have generally gone 
unheeded. Intellectuals have been giving 
advice to set Barbadians on the road to self-
sufficiency, but until agriculture is seen as a life
saving measure, we are afraid there will be no
change.

Stop the wastage
Wastage is also proving to be a challenge 
that is not being addressed properly. The
Barbados Water Authority has issued countless
warnings to Barbadians to stop water wastage be-
cause the country is water scarce. But we con-
tinue to ignore these warnings and only take note
during the dry season when the pressure de-
creases in our taps. Sometimes there are burst
pipes that are spouting water like fountains and
unnecessary time elapses before the problem is
fixed. We look forward to improved efficiency on
both sides in this area.

These are a few areas in which Barbadians
need to work to improve standards, but so far we
have not made enough headway.We cannot allow
ourselves to be handicapped by an attitude where
we expect Government to take full responsibility
for us and we relinquish responsibility for our-
selves.

The time has come for us to realise that
Barbados has a lot to be thankful for. It is 
instructive that those who survived the earth-
quake in Haiti gathered the Sunday after the
quake to praise God for their blessings. We too
must thank God for what we have and continue
to build on our good fortune for the future 
benefit of our country.

Editorial

Barbados has 
a lot to be
thankful for

Geneva –The World
Health Organisation on
Thursday urged countries
to invest billions of dol-
lars to tackle 17 neglected
tropical diseases – includ-
ing dengue fever, leprosy
and sleeping sickness –
which kill 500 000 people
globally each year.

WHO said some 1.5 bil-
lion people across 149
countries are affected by
the diseases, insisting ad-
ditional investments
would save lives, prevent
disability, end suffering
and improve productivity.

“Increased investments
by national governments
can alleviate human mis-
ery, distribute economic
gains more evenly and
free masses of people long
trapped in poverty,”WHO
Director General
Margaret Chan said.

Dirk Engels, who heads
the WHO department of
control of neglected trop-
ical diseases, told re-
porters in Geneva that
Africa is the “continent
where the most absolute
number of these diseases
occur”, with many people
suffering from more than
one of them.

He said some 450 mil-
lion people in sub-
Saharan Africa are at risk
of contracting these dis-
eases.

But the diseases also
hit people across Latin
America, the Middle East,
Central Asia and Asia,
and can even appear in
European countries,
Japan and the United
States, the WHO said.

In addition to dengue,
sleeping sickness and lep-
rosy, there are rabies, tra-

choma, buruli ulcer, yaws,
chagas, leishmaniases,
taeniasis, Guinea-worm
disease, echinococcosis,
foodborne trematodiases,
lymphatic filariasis, river
blindness, schistosomia-
sis, and soil-transmitted
helminthiases.

The WHO recommends
countries invest $2.9 bil-
lion (2.5 billion) annually
until 2020 to treat the dis-
eases or fight the insects
and other vectors that
carry them.

After that, it said, in-
vestment requirements
for the subsequent decade
would drop to $1.6 billion
annually as the diseases
are reduced or elimi-
nated.

The total investment
for 16 years adds up to
$34 billion.

Great strides have al-

ready been made in some
places, WHO officials
said, pointing to the elim-
ination of river blindness
in Colombia in 2013.

Bangladesh and Nepal
are meanwhile on a path
to beating visceral leish-
maniasis, a disease trans-
mitted through the bites
of infected female sand-
flies, and which attacks
the internal organs.

There were only 6 314
cases of sleeping sickness
globally reported in 2013,
the first time the number
of new cases of the deadly
parasitic disease had
dropped below 10 000 
annually in three
decades.

WHO officials also said
“good progress” was being
made in bringing down
the number of cases of
Guinea worm and leprosy.

WHO urges billions to fight
neglected tropical diseases

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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Geneva – UN investiga-
tors said yesterday they
were prepared to publish
secret lists of alleged war
criminals in Syria to help
stem an “exponential rise”
in rights violations in the
war-ravaged country.

A commission of inquiry
said publishing the list it
has been drawing up
throughout Syria’s nearly
four-year civil war would
put “alleged perpetrators
on notice”and could “serve
to maximise the potential
deterrent effect” and “help
to protect people at risk of
abuse.”

The four-member com-
mission, led by Brazilian
Paolo Pinheiro,has drawn
up four lists of people and
groups it believes are
guilty of war crimes and
crimes against humanity,
but has until now kept
them secret out of concern
for due process.

But the investigators
said they were ready to
shift their approach after
four years of efforts to shed
light on atrocities.

“We are trying to con-
vince, to mobilise the in-
ternational community to
consider all options on the

table for accountability
and not to ignore the hor-
rific, the abominable situ-
ation of the victims of this
war,” Pinheiro told re-
porters yesterday.

More than 210 000 peo-
ple have been killed in
Syria and half of the pop-
ulation has been forced to
flee their homes since the
conflict erupted in March
2011.

Assad on the list? 
“Not to publish the names
at this juncture of the in-
vestigation would be to re-
inforce the impunity that
the commission was man-
dated to combat,” the com-
mission said in a report.

The investigators are set
to hand over a fifth list of
suspected war criminals to
the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva next
month, and Pinheiro said
he expects the council to
decide during a March 17
meeting whether to pub-
lish the names.

The lists include a num-
ber of unit commanders
and armed group leaders
who were identified as per-
petrators on the basis of
their command responsi-

bility.
The investigators have

refused to say whether
Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad or any of his close
aides are on the list, but
former UN rights chief
Navi Pillay, who was safe-
guarding the list, said
more than a year ago that
“the evidence indicates re-
sponsibility at the highest
level of government, in-
cluding the head of state.”

Publishing the names
might help halt what the
report described as “an ex-
ponential rise in the perpe-
tration of war crimes,
crimes against humanity
and human rights viola-
tions”.

In its ninth report, the
commission detailed a hor-
rifying array of crimes
against humanity and war
crimes committed by the
Syrian regime, Islamic
State (IS) jihadists and
other armed opposition
groups.

‘Unconscionable’ 
The commission has never
gained access to Syria but
has collected thousands of
witness accounts, satellite
photographs and docu-

ments to build up a case of
human rights violations.

The investigators ex-
pressed deep frustration
at what it deemed an inad-
equate international re-
sponse to the atrocities
taking place on a daily
basis in Syria.

“It is unconscionable
that Syrians should con-
tinue to suffer as they have
for the last four years and
have to live in a world
where only limited at-
tempts have been made to
return Syria to peace, and
to seek justice for the vic-
tims,” Pinheiro said in a
statement.

The team of investiga-
tors has repeatedly urged
the blocked UN Security
Council to refer the crimes
to the International
Criminal Court, to no
avail.

In New York, they were
to once again urge the
Security Council to inves-
tigate war crimes in Syria,
but also suggested the
cases could go before an ad
hoc tribunal similar to the
one created for the former
Yugoslavia, that would be
based in a country near
Syria.

UN probe ready to release 
Syria ‘war criminals’ list
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THE BILL to grant
amnesty to “thou-
sands” of illegal immi-
grants received bi-par-
tisan support in
Antigua when it was
passed in the Lower
House, on Thursday,
after numerous recom-
mendations were
adopted to expand the
criteria and yet make
them more stringent.

The proposed law, titled
the Immigration and
Passport (Amendment)
Act 2015, further seeks to
allow residents, who are
currently lawful, but who
had gaps in their time in
the past, to pay for those
gaps, among other fees,
and have the time consid-
ered as lawful.

This would then allow
those persons, provided
they were resident in
Antigua & Barbuda for
seven or more years, to
apply for citizenship.
However, they would not
qualify if (1) they have
criminal convictions, (2)
are not in good health and
(3) do not have family ties
in Antigua & Barbuda.

Leader of the
Opposition Baldwin
Spencer, who made the
most recommendations, to
which the ruling adminis-
tration concurred, said the
three areas of considera-
tion for issuing the
amnesty were insufficient
and inadequate.

“There has to be, or
would certainly have to be
taken into consideration
because we are talking
about individuals who
have remained in Antigua
& Barbuda illegally over
an extended period and
the whole question of
whether or not these indi-
viduals would have made
their contribution, for in-
stance, paying their taxes,
do what would be re-

quired, it does address
that,” Spencer said.

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne agreed with an-
other of Spencer’s recom-
mendations that the Bill
should include a require-
ment stating that individ-
uals must pay for arrears,
in addition to any other
prescribed fees, to have
their status regularized.

PM Browne added that
the criteria should include

“something about the indi-
vidual’s productivity” over
the years.

Browne also called for
the power to be given to
the Cabinet to grant
amnesty and not the min-
ister as was proposed in
the “Explanatory Note” of
the Bill.

“I spoke privately with
the attorney general and
indicated to him that this
particular provision in

which the power would be
vested in the minister in
clause 2(3) it should be the
Cabinet and the reason for
this is to ensure that there
is no discretionary individ-
ual power that would be
subjected to abuse,” the
prime minister said yes-
terday while contributing
to the debate.

He also expressed the
hope that residents would
see the economic and

other benefits associated
with the passage of this
Bill.

“From what I under-
stand, we have thousands
of Caricom nationals liv-
ing in the country illegally,
many of whom are undoc-
umented and what this
Bill seeks to do is to legit-
imize their status. We
have to bring all our
human resources into play
to rebuild this economy.

Antigua has been built by
indigenous people and
Caricom nationals and we
want to bring this particu-
lar group on as part of the
official labour pool of this
country,” Browne stated.

He assured that the
move does not mean the
authorities will be grant-
ing citizenship “willy nilly”
as individuals must still
pass a strict criteria in
order to qualify.

THE Antigua & Barbuda
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry said it would have
to consider the feasibility
of transforming the
Stanford owned Pavilion
Restaurant into a hotel be-
fore it could consider part-
nering with government on
the project.

Chief of Staff Lionel
“Max”Hurst said Thursday

government is planning on
partnering with the private
sector to acquire the prop-
erty.

But, President of the
Chamber of Commerce Dr
Errol Samuel said serious
consideration would have
to be given to the viability
of the project.

“One would have to look
at the viability and I am

not sure it is viable,”
Samuel said.

He told OBSERVER
media there are a number
of small hotels which are
already in close proximity
to the V C Bird
International Airport.

“If you are going to pur-
chase it to pay workers
from the former Stanford
entity, and then if the proj-

ect itself is not viable, then
we end up in the same sit-
uation,” Samuel said.

The decision to purchase
the property and the seven
acres of adjacent land was
made on Wednesday by the
Cabinet of Antigua &
Barbuda.

Hurst said the govern-
ment,”Wants locals to have
ownership in that hotel...”

The chief of staff said
government would put up
some of the capital that is
necessary and invite locals
to purchase shares into the
project.He said they are
hoping to raise the money
from Citizenship by
Investment, as well as list-
ing the company on the
Eastern Caribbean Stock
Exchange.
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Government intends to make an offer on the Stanford owned Pavilion Restaurant. (OBSERVER media photo)

ORANJESTAD, Aruba –
The United States
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) says offi-
cers at the Oranjestad-
Aruba Preclearance facil-
ity intercepted 7.25
pounds of cocaine con-

cealed in the lining of a
traveler’s suitcases.

On Wednesday, CBP
said “the subject and nar-
cotics were turned over to
Aruba Customs for further
investigation and prosecu-
tion”.

On February 11, a 34-
year-old US citizen “uti-
lized an Automated
Passport Control kiosk to
apply for entry into the
United States”

It said officers referred
the traveler for secondary

inspection,where 10 pack-
ages were found hidden in
the lining of both the trav-
eler’s suitcases.

The packages contained
a white powdery substance
that field tested positive
for cocaine, CBP said.

“With the implementa-
tion of the Automated
Passport Control kiosks,
our CBP officers are able
to enhance their enforce-
ment mentality to truly
focus on the traveler,” said
Ian Bow,acting Aruba port

director.
“This seizure is a great

example of the primary of-
ficer remaining vigilant
and applying previous
training and past experi-
ence to refer the traveler to
secondary,” he added.

Yesterday: 1.5 mm
For the month: 12.5 mm
For the year: 79.8 mm

6:19 am 6:06 pm

London: 05 °C FAIR
Boston: -07 °C CLEAR
Montreal: -15°C FAIR/DRIZZLING SNOW
Toronto: -15°C CLEAR
New York: -06 °C CLEAR
Miami: 18°C CLOUDY

High: 5:34 am
& 5:53 pm

Low: 11:36 am
& 11:52 pm

Max: 29.0 °C
Min: 23.1 °C

Fair to partly cloudy and breezy with
some brief scattered showers.

Parliament ‘legitimises’ status of illegal immigrants

US customs officers intercept cocaine in lining of suitcase

Antigua and Barbuda Chamber head says partnering
on purchase of Stanford Pavilion probably not “viable”

 



KINGSTON, Jamaica –
A budget amounting
to J$641 billion (One
Jamaica dollar
=US$0.008 cents) for
the upcoming fiscal
year, was tabled in
Parliament on
Thursday afternoon
by Finance Minister
Dr. Peter Phillips.

This is just over $102.2
billion more than the gov-
ernment’s expenditure
budget for the current fis-
cal year, 2014/15.

A substantial portion
will go to debt servicing,
followed by the public
sector wage bill of which
a portion of the budget

has been set aside to pay
public sector workers
representing an increase
of 3.4 percent.

“We have made provi-
sions for an increase in
the salary payments,
2015/2016 not included
what we have provided in
contingency pending the
completion of our negoti-
ations with the public
sector,” he told reporters
at a press conference 
following his presenta-
tion.

The Minister also
tabled the Revenue
Estimates, showing an
estimated total of $443
billion in revenues, which

is an increase of some
$153 billion, from various
tax and non-tax revenue
sources including
General Consumption
Tax (GCT) of $113.3 bil-
lion and Income Tax of
$11.5 billion. Customs is
expected to contribute
$25 billion.

There is also scope for
$128 billion in loans and
$4.7 billion in transfers
from the Capital
Development Fund
(CDF), which is financed
by the bauxite levy.

The Finance minister
said while the govern-
ment will be increasing
its focus on compliance,

there will be some new
taxes. He said Jamaicans
can expect J$8 billion in
new taxes – the details of
which will be revealed on
March 12 when the
budget debate begins.

Opposition spokesman
on finance, Audley Shaw,
will make his contribu-
tion on March 17. The de-
bate will continue on
March 19, with Leader of
the Opposition Andrew
Holness, before Prime
Minister Portia Simpson
Miller makes her presen-
tation on March 24.

It will be closed by the
finance minister on
March 25.

RETIRED Police
Commissioner Owen
Ellington says then fugi-
tive Christopher ‘Dudus’
Coke may have used tun-
nels in his Tivoli Gardens
stronghold in Jamaica to
evade the security forces
when they went there to
apprehend him in 2010.

Ellington, who was giv-
ing evidence before the
West Kingston
Commission of Enquiry
this morning, said investi-
gators have theorised that
Coke escaped Tivoli
Gardens in a northerly di-
rection “through tunnels”
to the Hannah Town com-
munity.

However, he made it
clear that this was a the-
ory and that no one has
come forward to give a
statement about this.

“But we believe this 
theory is credible,”
Ellington testified, noting
that investigators have ac-
tually traversed the tun-
nels Coke is believed to
have used.

The former police chief
said given the fierce fire
fight between thugs 
sympathetic to Coke and
members of the security
forces it would have been
easy for anyone, including
Coke, to escape the west
Kingston community.
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Owen Ellington - (Norman Grindley photo)

PRIME MINISTER of
Dominica Roosevelt
Skerrit and Opposition
Leader of the United
Workers Party (UWP)
Lennox Linton have both
expressed sadness over
the killing of a young man
from Gallion on Carnival
Monday.

Twenty six-year-old
Ken Mitchell of Gallion
was stabbed to death in
the incident.

Prime Minister Skerrit
described the incident as
a “senseless murder.”

“I am really saddened

by the situation,” he
stated.

He mentioned that he
visited the family of the
deceased and the commu-
nity of Gallion, which he
said is in “total shock and
mourning.”

“At a time when every-
body should be enjoying
themselves, people have
to be consoling each
other,” he stated.

The country’s leader
said Carnival should be a
time for enjoying oneself,
“not be a place where we
are looking for people who

may have had some kind
of problem with us in the
past.”

“If you are leaving your
home with a weapon,
there is a strong possibil-
ity that you may use it,”
the Prime Minister noted.
“And we always keep say-
ing to our citizens leave
these weapons at your
home, there is no reason
why you should be walk-
ing with, whether it is an
ice picker, whether it is a
knife, whether it is a cut-
lass, a gun, whatever it is,
you should leave it home.”

Meanwhile, Opposition
Leader Lennox Linton is
wishing Mitchell’s family
well, describing the inci-
dent as ‘tragic.’

“I also want to extend
our condolences to the
family of Ken Mitchell
who passed in that tragic
incident on Carnival
Monday morning, and to
wish his family well,”
Linton said on
Wednesday.

A 17-year-old has since
been charged with mur-
der in connection with the
incident.

PRIME MINISTER Dr.
Timothy Harris has de-
scribed his first day in of-
fice at Government
Headquarters, as a mo-
ment of “celebration and
humility.”

The newly installed
Prime Minister said his
administration has a
work plan that is people
centered.

“We want the transition
to be smooth and quick,
so that we could begin im-
mediately to do that".

On the stability of the
Federation, the Prime
Minister said he has al-
ready met with several
key investors in the twin
island state and assured
them that his government
is “business friendly.”

Concerning the rela-
tionship with his col-
leagues in the Caribbean
Region, he added that he
had talks with several
heads of state, specifically
Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves of St. Vincent

and the Grenadines,
Prime Minster Roosevelt
Skerritt of Dominica and
Prime Minister Keith
Mitchell of Grenada.

The new Prime
Minister also said his gov-
ernment would work with
all entities both locally
and regionally.

“We will sustain our re-
lationship with ...those
opposition groups that
have provided very strong
support to us throughout
all of this.” Prime
Minister Harris assured.
“In other words we will
have a memory of grati-
tude to all while at the
same time recognizing
that we have to work with
governments and we need
the necessary collegiality
among ourselves to get
the work done at the re-
gional level.

So we certainly will get
on with the job both do-
mestically and in the re-
gion, working in a cooper-
ative manner.”

Jamaica’s finance minister
tables billion dollar budget

Jamaica’s Finance Minister Dr. Peter Phillips

Former JA Police
Commissioner
theorises how ‘Dudus’
escaped Tivoli 

St. Kitts: New Prime
Minister promises
smooth transition

Dominica: Political leaders express
sadness over J’ouvert stabbing

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico –
The U.S. Coast Guard
says it has seized more
than 1,700 pounds (770
kilograms) of marijuana
and detained a Russian
man aboard a boat south
of the Dominican
Republic.

Officials said in a state-

ment Friday that the
drugs are worth an esti-
mated US$1.6 million.

The Coast Guard said it
discovered the drugs after
detecting a suspicious 40-
foot boat while on a rou-
tine patrol last Saturday.
The boat was registered
in Finland.

Coast Guard seizes
US$1.6M worth of pot 
in the Caribbean

      



DOMINICA – Leader of
the Opposition, Lennox
Linton has called on the
re-elected Speaker of the
House of Assembly, Alix
Boyd-Knights “to be fair”
when dealing with mat-
ters of Parliament.

Boyd-Knights was re-
elected for the fourth time
at the First Meeting of the
First Session of the 
Ninth Parliament on
Friday.

“Madam speaker, on the
occasion of your election
to serve as Speaker of the
Honourable House of
Assembly in Dominica for
the fourth straight time, I
only rise to remind this
House of the expectations
articulated by Prime

Minister Honourable,
Roosie Douglas, of blessed
memory, at the sitting of
the House of Assembly on
the 17th of April 2000,” he
said.

He continued, “’As she
can see this is quite a bal-
ance house in the sense
that we have a very
strong coalition on one
side and a very strong op-
position on the other side.
It means that this condi-
tion would call for a cer-
tain amount of magna-
nimity on your part, it will
call for certain amount of
fairness because of course
in the parliamentary sys-
tem which we use, the ma-
jority side will always
tend to prevail, but you

have to be fair, you have to
be objective and you have
to allow all opinions to
contend at a level in
which the truth prevails
and the debate in the
House itself is balanced.’”

Linton also called on
the Speaker to use the
new term to go through
periods of reflection as to
how she conducted parlia-
mentary duties over the
years.

“We all go through peri-
ods of reflections and I am
sure that for you, Madam
Speaker, will be an impor-
tant period of reflection as
to how it is that you have
conducted Parliament
over the past fifteen years
and how you would like to
be remembered for what
you do in this final term,”
he noted.

Linton added, “Madam
Speaker, the necessity of
fairness and objectivity,
the necessity to allow
opinions to contend and
the necessity to do that at
a level in which truth pre-
vail and the debate in the
House is balance, that’s
all we ask from you.”

AS the United Nations
Special Committee on
Decolonization began
its 2015 session yester-
day, the acting assistant
political chief, Jens
Toyberg-Frandzen, un-
derlined the impor-
tance of political will to
the continued success
of the body’s efforts.

“I call on the interna-
tional community to ad-
dress the issue of self-gov-
ernment and find innova-
tive and practical ways to
implement the decoloniza-
tion process,” he said,
pointing to an increase in
productive cooperation
among the Committee, the
administering Powers and
the Non-Self-Governing
Territories. “Let us seize
this momentum and move
the decolonization agenda
forward.”

Mr. Toyberg-Frandzen
described work carried out
in 2014 on decolonisation,
including the mission that

visited New Caledonia,
which he said was the first
such mission since 2007,
and the successful repeti-
tion of dialogue between
the Bureau of the
Committee and each of the
four administering Powers
as well as various other
stakeholders.

Speaking on behalf of the
Secretary-General at the
meeting in New York, Mr.
Toyberg-Frandzen, who
serves as Interim Assistant
Secretary-General for
Political Affairs, said 
17 Non-Self-Governing
Territories across the globe
remain under the purview
of the Committee, adding
that 2015 was the mid-
point of the Third
International Decade for
the Eradication of
Colonialism and also
marked 55 years since the
Declaration on the
Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and
Peoples.

The Special Committee,
established in 1961, is
known formally as the
Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to
the Implementation of the
Declaration on the
Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and
Peoples and is mandated
to monitor implementation
of the Declaration.

The Declaration af-
firmed the right of all peo-
ple to self-determination
and proclaimed that colo-
nialism should be brought
to a speedy and uncondi-
tional end. It states that
the subjection of peoples to
alien subjugation,domina-
tion and exploitation 
constitutes a denial of 
fundamental human
rights,contravenes the UN
Charter and impedes the
promotion of world peace
and cooperation.

The Committee (infor-
mally known as the “C 24”)
annually reviews the list

of Territories to which the
Declaration is applicable
and makes recommenda-
tions as to its implementa-
tion. It also hears 
statements from Non-
Self-Governing Territories’
representatives,dispatches
visiting missions, and 
organizes seminars on the

political, social and eco-
nomic situation in the
Territories.

The 17 remaining Non-
Self-Governing Territories
still under the purview of
the Committee are home
to nearly two million peo-
ple and include New
Caledonia, Gibraltar,

Western Sahara and
Guam.

“As we celebrate this
year the 70th anniversary
of the United Nations, we
also mark 70 years in ad-
vancing the Organization’s
historic decolonization
mandate,”he said.“Yet this
process is not complete.”
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Assistant Secretary-General ad interim for Political Affairs, Jens Anders
Toyberg-Frandzen.

ROSEAU, Dominica –
Newly re-elected Speaker
of the Dominica 
parliament Alix Boyd-
Knights has defended the
decision not to include
questions from opposition
legislators on the Order
Paper for the first sitting

of the legislature 
following last December’s
general election.

Boyd-Knights, who 
was elected by a 
21-10 majority over for-
mer hotelier and party
political leader, Judith
Pestaina, told Opposition

leader Lennox Linton
that the questions could
not be entertained be-
cause he was “an ordi-
nary citizen” and not a a
member of the parlia-
ment at the time he sub-
mitted the question.
The questions the opposi-

tion wanted to ask par-
liament had to do with an
update on Dominica’s
Petro Caribe debt, the al-
leged racketeering of
visas and work permits,
the recent development
in the Citizenship 
by Investment

Programme, a clarifica-
tion and the govern-
ment’s position on
Bitcoin, and an update on
the cost of living grants to
senior citizens over 70
which, he said, was 
provided for in the 
2014-2015 budget.

UN political official calls
for ‘innovative and
practical’ ways to
implement decolonisation

Speaker of the House of Assembly in Dominica, Alix Boyd-Knights

Linton calls on House
Speaker to be ‘fair’

Opposition fails to get questions placed on Order Paper
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THREE schoolgirls have
fled the UK in a sus-
pected bid to travel to
Syria and join Islamic
State (Isis).

Shamima Begum (15),
Kadiza Sultana (16), and
an unnamed 15-year-
old, all  from east
London, flew to Istanbul
in Turkey from Gatwick
airport on Tuesday,
without leaving any
messages behind for
family or friends.

Scotland Yard detec-
tives urgently appealed
for information about
the missing girls, who all

go to Bethnal Green
Academy and were de-
scribed as “straight-A
students”.

Commander Richard
Walton, head of the
Metropolitan Police’s
counter-terror com-
mand, said the girls are
good friends with an-
other 15-year-old girl
who fled to Syria in
December.

He said the force was
becoming “increasingly
concerned” about a
growing trend of young
girls showing an inter-
est in joining Isis, an or-

ganisation notorious for
its oppression of women.

Families are
‘devastated’

Mr Walton added the
teenagers’ families were
“devastated” but there
was a “good chance” the
girls were still in Turkey.

Shamima is described
as approximately 5ft 7in
tall, and wearing black
thick-rimmed glasses, a
black hijab, a light
brown and black leopard
print scarf, a dark red
jumper, black trousers
and jacket, and carrying

a dark blue cylindrical
shape holdall with white
straps.

She is a British na-
tional of Bangladeshi
heritage and has a
London accent. She also
speaks Bengali.

Kadiza is described as
5ft 6in tall, of slim build
and wearing black
rimmed glasses, a long
black jacket with a hood,
a grey striped scarf, grey
jumper, dark red
trousers, and carrying a
black holdall.

She is also a British
national of Bangladeshi

heritage and has a
London accent. She also
speaks Bengali.

The third missing girl,
who is not being named,
is described as 5ft 6in
tall, of slim build and
wearing black thick-
rimmed glasses, a black
head scarf, a long dark
green jacket with fur
lined hood, a light yel-
low long sleeved top,
black trousers and car-
rying a black Nike
holdall.

The three girls left
their homes before 8
a.m. on Tuesday, provid-

ing their families with
“plausible” reasons as to
why they would be out
for the day.

They boarded Turkish
Airlines flight TK1966,
which departed at 12.40
to Istanbul, Turkey and
landed at 18.40 local
time.

Shamima and the
third girl were reported
missing to police by their
families later that
evening when they did
not return home. Kadiza
was reported missing by
her family on
Wednesday morning.

Three UK schoolgirls suspected of trying to join Islamic State

YESTERDAY, Kiev ac-
cused Russia of send-
ing more tanks and
troops into eastern
Ukraine and said they
were heading to-
wards the rebel-held
town of Novoazovsk
on the southern coast.
Such a move would
expand the rebel
presence on what
could be the next key
battlefront in the long
running crisis.

Russia did not imme-
diately respond to the
accusation which, if con-
firmed, would be almost
certain to finally kill off
a tattered European-bro-
kered ceasefire that
came into force on
Sunday. Moscow has al-
ways denied such
charges in the past.

Novoazovsk lies on the
Sea of Azov, 40km east
of the port city of
Mariupol. It was cap-
tured by rebels last year
and could be a launch-
ing-pad for more pres-
sure on Mariupol, a gate-
way to the south and
possibly to the Crimea
peninsula annexed by
Russia a year ago.

“In recent days, de-
spite the Minsk (cease-
fire) agreement, military
equipment and ammuni-
tion have been sighted

crossing from Russia
into Ukraine,” military
spokesman Andriy
Lysenko said.

He said more than 20
Russian tanks, 10 mis-
sile systems and bus-
loads of troops had
crossed the border into
Ukraine.

Western nations have
clung to the hope that
they can revive the
peace deal brokered by
France and Germany in
the Belarussian capital
Minsk on February 12th
even though the rebels
ignored it to seize the
important railway hub of
Debaltseve.

German chancellor
Angela Merkel said yes-
terday that new sanc-
tions against Russia
were an option if the
peace deal is violated but
that it was not the goal.

Dr Merkel told a joint
news conference with
French president
Francois Hollande in
Paris that the European
Union “could raise the
issue of sanctions” if
needed. She added that
implementing the peace
deal was difficult but the
parties involved must
press ahead with doing
so.

The German, Russian,
Ukrainian and French

foreign ministers are ex-
pected to meet next
week to pursue peace
moves, Russian media
reported. But hopes were
slim even before the lat-
est sighting of Russian
reinforcements, also re-
ported by the United
States this week.

Renewed fighting be-
tween the pro-Russian
separatists and govern-
ment forces in east
Ukraine also soured the
mood as crowds gath-
ered in Kiev for the first
anniversary of the upris-
ing that toppled a
Moscow-leaning presi-
dent but culminated in
war.

“The number of at-
tacks show the terrorists
do not want to com-
pletely silence their

guns,” Ukrainian mili-
tary spokesman Anatoly
Stelmach said, listing 49
attacks in the past 24
hours.

The fiercest fighting
since a truce came into
effect on Sunday was in
and around Debaltseve,
a strategic rail hub, until
demoralised and weary
Ukrainian forces with-
drew on Wednesday.

A Reuters correspon-
dent who reached
Debaltseve for the first
time since this week’s
fighting said much of the
town was in ruins, with
little left of rows of
apartment blocks.

The black, blue and
red flag of the rebels’
self-proclaimed Donetsk
People’s Republic flew
over the town hall.

Many of the walls of
the buildings still stand-
ing were pock-marked by
bullets, or had huge
holes blown in them, and
the burnt-out hulks of
tanks and military
trucks lay abandoned on
the road.

Heavily armed rebels
and tanks patrolled the
streets on the outskirts,
where bridges had been
blown up and the rail-
way appeared to have
suffered a lot of damage.
Some rebels were on the
lookout for Ukrainian
soldiers with binoculars.

The rebels said gov-
ernment forces had also
shelled their positions,
including in the sepa-
ratist stronghold of
Donetsk, the main city
in the two regions they

control.
In Kiev, large crowds

headed for
Independence Square,
called locally the
Maidan, in the heart of
the capital to mark the
first anniversary of the
shootings of about 100
protesters and the over-
throw of president
Viktor Yanukovich, who
fled to Russia soon after
the killings.

Some people wore
combat fatigues showing
allegiance to pro-govern-
ment militias that have
fought pro-Russian sep-
aratists who rose up in
the east last April. The
mood was sombre. The
failure to crush the re-
bellion is a bitter blow to
the pro-Western leader-
ship in Kiev.

Kiev accuses
Russia of
sending more
tanks to east
Ukraine

Members of the Ukrainian armed forces ride an armoured personnel carrier near Debaltseve, eastern
Ukraine, February 20, 2015. Fighting persisted in east Ukraine on Friday despite new European efforts to
ensure a ceasefire takes hold. 
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WASHINGTON – A sen-
ior U.S. military official
says the operation to re-
take Iraq’s second largest
city from Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) mil-
itants will likely begin in
April or May and will in-
volve about 12 Iraqi
brigades, or between
20,000 and 25,000 troops.

The initial attack force
will consist of about
10,000 Iraqi troops, re-
porters state.

The rest of the force
would be held in reserve
and include Kurdish
fighters along with Iraqi
soldiers and special op-
erations forces. U.S. mil-
itary advisers will give

training to all of the
troops in the attack force.

The official from U.S.
Central Command says
five Iraqi Army brigades
will soon go through
coalition training in Iraq.
The official says there
are about 1,000 to 2,000
ISIS insurgents in the
city of Mosul. The group

overtook the northern
Iraqi city last June.
Military leaders have
been talking about retak-
ing the city for some
time.

Mosul is of strategic
importance. The city and
surrounding Ninevah
province are a major ex-
port route for Iraqi oil

and a gateway to Syria. It
was taken by militants
last June.

April or May was cho-
sen as a date to start so
the fighting could end be-
fore the worst of Iraq’s
summer heat comes.

If Iraqi forces are not
ready by April or May,
the operation could be de-

layed, the official says,
speaking anonymously
because the official was
not authorised to discuss
the operation publicly.

No decision has been
made yet on whether U.S.
military advisers will ac-
company Iraqi troops to
call in airstrikes against
ISIS targets.

U.S. official: Iraqi troops to target retaking city from ISIS

THREE car bombs ripped
through the eastern
Libyan city of Qubbah
yesterday, killing 40 peo-
ple and wounding 70.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility
but parliamentary
speaker Aguila Saleh said
the bombs appeared to
have been in retaliation
for Egyptian air raids on
nearby Derna,an Islamist
hotspot.

Egyptian air force jets
on Monday bombed sus-
pected Islamic State tar-
gets in Derna in far east-
ern Libya, a day after the
ultra-radical group re-
leased a video showing 21
captive Egyptian Coptic
Christian workers being
decapitated on a beach.

Four years after rebels
overthrew Muammar
Gadafy, Libya is in chaos,
with two governments
and parliaments allied to
armed factions fighting
for control, while Islamist
groups exploit a power
vacuum.

Three bombs exploded
shortly before Friday
prayers at a petrol sta-
tion, the local security
headquarters and the
town council in Qubbah,
which is Mr Saleh’s home-
town, security officials
said. His house is close to
the town council.

There have been suicide
and car bomb attacks
mainly in the east of
Libya but the targets
have tended to be police
and army bases rather
than civilians, with secu-
rity officials blaming
Islamist groups such as
Ansar al-Sharia.

“We are announcing
seven days of mourning
for the victims of
Qubbah,” Mr Saleh told
reporters.“I think this op-
eration was revenge for
what happened in Derna.”

He said he was outside
Derna at the time of the
attacks.

A security official said
the car bombs were prob-
ably suicide attacks but
no more details were im-
mediately available.

The internationally
recognised prime minis-
ter,Abdullah al-Thinni, is
based in Bayda, some
40km from Qubbah. Mr
Saleh works out of
Tobruk, another eastern
town now home to the
House of Representatives,
the elected parliament.

The capital Tripoli in
the far west is under the
control of a rival govern-
ment and parliament, set
up after a faction called
Libya Dawn seized the
city in summer, forcing
Mr Thinni to flee to the
east.

Libya’s neighbours and
Western powers are
alarmed by a spread of
militant Islamists in the
country. Last month, mil-
itants claiming loyalty to
Islamic State stormed the
Corinthia luxury hotel in
Tripoli, killing five for-
eigners and at least four
Libyans.

Supporters of the
group, which has seized
large areas of Iraq and
Syria, have also taken
over government and uni-
versity buildings in Sirte,
a central city, according to
residents.

Bombs killing
40 in Libya 
seen as revenge
for Egyptian 
air strikes

NAIROBI – At least 10
people were killed
when Islamic extrem-
ists targeted a hotel
where Somali govern-
ment officials were
meeting yesterday.

Mogadishu’s deputy
mayor and a legislator
were said to be among
those killed in the attack
on the city’s Central
Hotel, which saw one ex-
tremist ram an explo-
sives-laden vehicle into
the hotel gate and an-
other going inside and
blowing himself up.
Reports suggested up to
20 had died in the inci-
dent.

The country’s deputy
prime minister was
among the injured, a po-
lice official said.

The attack is the latest
blow to the Somali gov-
ernment’s efforts to con-
tain the deadly insur-
gency by the al-Qaeda-

linked al-Shabab group
that, despite the loss of
key strongholds in
Somalia, continue to
stage attacks in the capi-
tal and elsewhere.

The Islamic insurgent
group claimed responsi-
bility for the twin suicide
bombings, according to
the group’s radio station
Andulus.

“We can confirm that
more than 10 persons, in-
cluding politicians and
soldiers, were killed in
that horrific attack,” said
Mohamed Hussein, a
senior Somali police offi-
cer.

Two bodies could be
seen lying outside the
hotel, and a wounded
man struggled to stand
up but immediately col-
lapsed.

Somali legislator Omar
Ali Nor and Mogadishu’s
deputy mayor Mohamed
Aden are among the

dead, said politician
Mohamed Ali.

“A dark day for our
country,” Mr Ali said.

Deputy prime minister
Mohamed Omar Arte was
rushed to hospital, and
was among several other
high-ranking govern-
ment officials at the hotel
at the time of the attack,
Mr Hussein added.

Somalia’s president
Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud condemned
the attack on the hotel,
saying it would not derail
efforts by his government
to restore peace to
Somalia which is recov-
ering from decades of
war.

“We shall continue the
anti-terrorism war, this
attack makes clear that
terrorists don’t have any
respect for the peaceful
religion of Islam by
killing innocent
Muslims,” he said in a

statement issued after
the attack.

It was the second at-
tack on a hotel in
Mogadishu in less than a
month. On January 22nd,
three Somali nationals
were killed when a sui-
cide car bomber blew
himself up at the gate of
a hotel housing the ad-
vance party of the
Turkish president Tayyip
Erdogan who visited the
country days later.

Despite major setbacks
in 2014, al-Shabab con-
tinues to wage a deadly
insurgency against
Somalia’s government
and remains a threat in
Somalia and the East
African region. Al-
Shabab controlled much
of Mogadishu during the
years 2007 to 2011, but
was pushed out of
Somalia’s capital and
other major cities by
African Union forces.

Somali security forces, paramedics and firefighters stand outside the Central Hotel close to the presidential
palace in Mogadishu yesterday.

At least 10 dead after attacks
in Somali capital Mogadishu 
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FASHION retailer
Benetton says it will
contribute to an inter-
national compensa-
tion fund for victims
of a factory collapse
that killed 1,138 peo-
ple in Bangladesh.

The decision follows
pressure from campaign-
ers, who accused the com-
pany of dragging its heels
over providing financial
aid.

Benetton was one of
several fashion brands
linked to the Rana Plaza
complex.

It has not said how
much it will pay.

More than one million

people signed a petition
on the campaigning web-
site Avaaz urging the
Italian company to pay
into the Rana Plaza Trust
Fund, or face embarrass-
ing protests during next
week’s Milan fashion
week.

The nine-storey factory
collapsed in Dhaka on 23
April, 2013, after warn-
ings from workers and
local journalists that it
was unsafe.

Benetton said it was
working with a “globally-
recognised third party” to
establish how much it
should pay out to sur-
vivors and families of the

dead.
Walmart, Primark and

Matalan were among the
other well-known brands
who made clothes there.

The fund is being or-
ganised by the UN’s
International Labour
Organisation. It has
raised $21million
(£13.6m) to date but
needs another $9million
(£5.8m) to meet its com-
pensation commitments.

Benetton said its con-
tribution would be a “sec-
ond step” in its efforts to
help the victims.

It has already estab-
lished its own support
programme in partner-

ship with Brac, a
Bangladeshi develop-
ment organisation.

Those campaigning on
behalf of victims of the
Rana Plaza disaster have
welcomed the firm’s deci-
sion, but have urged
bosses to confirm the
amount they intend to
pay.

Jyrki Raina, general
secretary of the union
IndustriALL, said: “Now,
it’s time for Benetton to
show us the colour of
their money.

“We call on them to do
what’s morally right and
compensate with compas-
sion.”

Benetton to pay into 
Dhaka factory collapse fund

More than 3,000 people were killed or injured in the disaster.

THAILAND has passed
a law banning foreigners
from paying Thai women
to be surrogates, after
two high-profile cases
sparked debate last year.

The legislation also
bans the use of agents, or
any promotion of women
willing to carry babies for
others.

Last year the case of a
little boy born with
Down’s syndrome put
Thailand’s surrogacy in-
dustry in the spotlight.

His Thai surrogate
mother said his
Australian parents aban-
doned the boy but took
his healthy twin sister
home.

Under the new law,
only married Thai cou-
ples or couples with one
Thai partner who have
been married at least
three years can seek sur-
rogacy, and commercial
surrogacy is banned.

Anyone caught hiring a
surrogate mother faces a
maximum jail sentence of
10 years.

Agents touting surro-
gate mothers would also
face imprisonment if
caught.

‘Baby factory’
The case of the

Australian boy – named
“baby Gammy” – made
headlines around the
world after his
Australian parents took
his healthy twin sister
home and left him in
Thailand.

He remained with sur-
rogate mother
Pattaramon Chanbua,
21, and was later granted
Australian citizenship so
he can have access to
medical care.

Concern about the in-

dustry worsened when a
Japanese man was found
to have fathered more
than a dozen babies by
different Thai surrogates,
a case later dubbed “the
baby factory”.

Commercial surrogacy
was supposedly banned
by Thailand’s Medical
Council in 1997.

Nevertheless a boom-
ing surrogacy industry
has sprung up, attracting
many foreigners.

According to Families
Through Surrogacy, an
international non-profit
surrogacy organisation,
the UK has the highest
number of people in
Europe seeking surro-
gacy overseas and the
second-highest globally
after Australia.

The organisation esti-
mates that hundreds of
UK residents travelled
abroad in 2014 to
Thailand and the US –
the two most common
surrogacy destinations.

Australia’s
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (Dfat)
said last year that up to
150 Australian couples
were expecting a child by
a Thai surrogate mother
in 2015.

Families Through
Surrogacy estimates that
parents travelling to
Thailand pay approxi-
mately 1.7 million Thai
Baht (US$52,000;
£34,000), comparable to
estimated costs in the
US, Mexico and India.

Lawmaker Wanlop
Tangkananurak said the
law – which was first
read in parliament in
November – aimed to
prevent Thailand from
being “the womb of the
world”.

Thailand bans
commercial surrogacy
for foreigners

A GROUP of 158 women
and children abducted by
Boko Haram militants in
north-eastern Nigeria in
December have been re-
united with their fami-
lies.

They were kidnapped
during a raid on Katarko
village in Yobe state and
spent about a month in
captivity.

The circumstances of
their release are unclear
but they were eventually
handed over to the state
authorities for coun-

selling and rehabilita-
tion.

Officials said the re-
union in the state capi-
tal, Damaturu, was jubi-
lant.

In April last year, the
Islamist insurgents
caused worldwide out-
rage when they kid-
napped more than 200
girls from a boarding
school in Chibok in Borno
state, which borders
Yobe.

The schoolgirls have
yet to be rescued despite

military assistance from
countries such as China,
France, the UK and the
US.

‘Very happy’
Of the 158 people re-

united with their fami-
lies, 62 were married
women and the rest were
children, Musa Idi
Jidawa, the secretary of
Yobe’s State Emergency
Management Agency
(Sema), told the media.

He said husbands of 16
of the women had been

killed by Boko Haram
during the attack.

Muhammdu Katarko
said he was very happy to
see his two daughters at
the reunion on Thursday.

“I had given up when
they were kidnapped; my
hope was to see even
their dead bodies,” he
told reporters.

“But fortunately I have
now seen them alive,
health and hearty.”

One of the abductees,
who requested
anonymity, told reporters

in Damaturu that they
were treated humanely
by the militants.

She said the insur-
gents did not rape or
abuse the women during
their stay.

Reporters reporting
from neighbouring
Bauchi state say there
were conflicting accounts
about how the abductees
gained their freedom.

Some reports sug-
gested the insurgents re-
leased them voluntarily
and took them to the out-

skirts of Damaturu, he
says.

But Mr Jidawa said the
militants had come
under attack from the se-
curity forces and they
had run away, leaving be-
hind their captives.

The reunited families
will stay in Damaturu
until it is safe to return to
their village, which is
still occupied by Boko
Haram fighters and is in
an area where the mili-
tary is carrying out oper-
ations.

Boko Haram crisis: Nigerian abductees reunited with families
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SYDNEY – Two power-
ful cyclones smashed
into northern
Australia yesterday,
knocking out power to
thousands, tearing
roofs and doors off
houses and prompting
coastal residents to
flee their homes, but
appeared to have
spared the region ear-
lier predictions of a
“calamity”.

The twin storms,
dubbed the “cyclone sand-
wich” by locals, struck
within hours of each other,
about 2,500 kilometres
(1,500 miles) apart.
Cyclone Lam hit a
sparsely populated
stretch of the Northern
Territory, while the more
powerful and potentially
dangerous Cyclone
Marcia crossed over small
towns along the east coast
of Queensland state,pack-
ing wind gusts up to 285
kilometres (180 miles) an
hour.

Despite the storms’ fe-
rocious winds and drench-
ing rains, no injuries had
been reported yesterday
afternoon, and both sys-
tems were steadily weak-
ening as they moved over
land.

“We are very, very
thankful that we have
avoided the worst of what
could have been an ab-
solute catastrophe,”
Queensland Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk
said.

Marcia was originally
predicted to be a relatively
weak cyclone, but grew in
strength at an alarming
rate late Thursday into a
menacing Category 5
storm – the most powerful
form of cyclone in
Australia. The storm’s
rapid growth prompted
Queensland Police
Commissioner Ian
Stewart to warn: “This is
going to be a calamity,
there’s absolutely no
doubt about that.”

About 30,000 people liv-
ing in and around the
Queensland town of
Yeppoon – 700 kilometres
(400 miles) north of the
state capital, Brisbane –
were initially expected to
experience the worst of
the storm, and nearly 900
residents in low-lying
areas were told to evacu-
ate. But a slight change in
the cyclone’s path spared
the town the most fero-
cious winds, and it
steadily weakened as it
headed south toward the
city of Rockhampton,
home to about 80,000 peo-
ple.

Yeppoon resident John

McGrath, who rode out
the storm with his family
in their house just 100
metres (330 feet) from the
beach, watched as the roof
of his neighbour’s home
peeled off, flew through
the air and landed across
the road.

McGrath, his wife and
their two children,Emma,
6, and Michael, 4, dragged
cushions and mattresses
into a bathroom at the
back of the house and
huddled there for several
terrifying hours as the
walls shook and water
seeped through the win-
dows.When they emerged
to survey the damage,

they were relieved to find
their house largely
spared, apart from a cou-
ple broken windows. But
elsewhere in Yeppoon, the
ground was cluttered with
ripped-off roofs, twisted
trees and awnings torn
from shopfronts.

“The house is intact and
everyone’s healthy and
well, so I can’t complain,”
he said. “It was just in-
tense, absolutely intense.”

Officials pleaded with
hardened Queensland
residents – no strangers
to violent cyclones – to
take the storm seriously.A
cyclone of similar
strength, Yasi, hit the

state in 2011, destroying
scores of homes but caus-
ing no deaths.

More than 30,000
Queensland homes were
without power yesterday,
an unknown number of
houses had been damaged
and roads were flooded,
Palaszczuk said.But early
reports of the storm’s im-
pacts were “quite encour-
aging”, she said.

In the Northern
Territory, Cyclone Lam
struck a remote stretch of
coast, tearing up trees and
downing power lines, but
causing no widespread
damage as it fizzled out
and moved inland.

Strong
cyclones hit
remote parts
of northern
Australia

Destructive winds battered coastal and island communities including Yeppoon in Queensland.

TWO trains slammed into
each other near the Swiss
city of Zurich, tipping over
carriages and injuring at
least five people, one seri-
ously, police said.

The accident happened
when a regional intercity
train hit a commuter train
at the Rafz train station,
around 30 kilometres
north of Zurich and not
far from the German bor-
der,police and media said.

The locomotive on one
of the trains was smashed
in, with broken glass and
twisted metal visible
through a gaping hole in
the side.

The train derailed, and
several of its carriages
tipped on the side.

Ambulances, fire and
rescue services were sent
to the scene, while a res-
cue helicopter hovered
above the crash site.

“There was an accident
this morning, it’s serious,
there are injured,” a po-

lice spokeswoman told re-
porters.

Police in Zurich said in
a statement at least five

people were injured and
one of them was in serious
condition.

An 18-year-old passen-

ger on the commuter train
told the paper that it had
just begun pulling out of
the Rafz station on its way

to Schaffhouse when the
conductor hit the breaks.

“An express train from
Zurich came up from be-

hind and hit the side of
our train, the intercity
train derailed,” said the
man,whose name was not
given.

Both the trains had
been “quite damaged”, he
said, adding that the con-
ductors on both trains had
quickly evacuated the
passengers.

Lars Fehr told local
media he had been sitting
in the Rafz station wait-
ing room when the crash
occurred.

“Suddenly there was a
loud bang,” he said,
adding that both the
trains had been heading
in the same direction.

Mr Fehr said a woman
had called the police and
some people had headed
out to the derailed train
to help.

“The conductor got out
of the locomotive, put on a
safety vest and helped
passengers out of the
train,” he said.

Rescue workers inspect the site of a train crash near the train station of Rafz, northern Switzerland.

Passengers injured after train collision north of Zurich
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GENEVA – The World
Health Organisation
has approved the first
rapid test for Ebola in
a potential break-
through for ending an
epidemic that has
killed almost 10,000
people in West Africa,
it said on Friday.

The test, developed by
U.S. firm Corgenix
Medical Corp, is less accu-
rate than the standard
test but is easy to perform,
does not require electric-
ity, and can give results
within 15 minutes, WHO
spokesman Tarik
Jasarevic said.

“It’s a first rapid test. It’s
definitely a break-
through,” he said.

The standard laboratory
test has a turnaround
time of 12-24 hours.While

the Corgenix test is not
failsafe, it could quickly
identify patients who need
quarantine and make it
much easier to verify rap-
idly any new outbreaks.

Procurement and roll-
out of the test kits will not
begin immediately be-
cause the company is still
working out costing and
needs a week or two more
to finish administrative
procedures with the U.S.
Food and Drug
Administration, Jasarevic
said.

The health charity
Medecins Sans Frontieres,
which has been at the fore-
front of the fight against
Ebola, had expressed an
interest, he said.

The so-called ReEBOV
Antigen Rapid Test in-
volves putting a drop of

blood on a small paper
strip and waiting 15 min-
utes for a reaction in a test
tube. It is able to correctly
identify about 92 percent
of Ebola infected patients
and 85 percent of those not
infected with the virus, the
WHO said.

Knowing that margin of
error is a major help, said
Robyn Meurant, from the
WHO’s department of es-

sential medicines and
health products.

“The big fear has been
that the market gets
flooded with tests of un-
known quality, or un-
known performance, and
with Ebola you need to
know what are the limita-
tions.A false negative has
enormous implications. So
does a false positive,” she
said.

“So this is not a perfect
test but... for a rapid test,
(it is) not too bad at all.”

It would be especially
useful if a cluster of sus-
pected cases flared up, she
said.

“If you had five patients
with suspected symptoms
and you went ahead and
tested them and they were
all positive you’d have a
high degree of confidence

that you’ve got Ebola.”
Because of the margin

of error, the Corgenix test
would then need to be fol-
lowed up by the standard
laboratory test.

The WHO is still assess-
ing four or five other rapid
test candidates, but
Meurant said it was not
possible to say when the
next approval might be.

LOS ANGELES – An 18-
year-old student is strug-
gling to survive after he
was infected by a “super-
bug” outbreak tied to con-
taminated medical instru-
ments at a Los Angeles
hospital,his attorney said.

The young man has
spent nearly three months
in the hospital and is in
grave condition after con-
tracting a potentially
lethal, antibiotic-resistant
strain of bacteria at Ronald
Reagan UCLA Medical
Center, attorney Kevin
Boyle said Thursday.

He had entered the hos-
pital for a procedure that
involved using an endo-
scope to examine his pan-
creas.

"They were scoping it
out, trying to see what was
the matter,”Boyle said.“He
had no life-threatening
condition before like he
does now.”

At least seven people –
two of whom died – have
been infected with the bac-
teria known as car-
bapenem-resistant
Enterobacteriaceae, or

CRE, after undergoing
similar endoscopic proce-
dures between October and
January. More than 170
other patients also may
have been exposed, hospi-
tal officials said.

Boyle declined to release
the teenager’s name or
where he attends school.
The student spent 83 days
in the hospital at one point
and was released but re-
cently relapsed and has
been hospitalized again,
the lawyer said.

“After he had the proce-
dure, he was released.
Then he came down with
his illness, and when they
studied him and noticed he
had the CRE bacteria in
him, they quickly put two
and two together,” Boyle
said.

He said the family does-
n’t blame UCLA but is con-
sidering suing the endo-
scope’s manufacturer.

That hard-to-clean med-
ical instrument used on
more than half a million
people in the U.S. every
year has become the focus
of the investigation into the

outbreak.
The infections may have

been transmitted through
two contaminated endo-
scopes that were used to
diagnose and treat pancre-
atic and bile-duct prob-
lems. The instruments
were found to have “em-
bedded” infections even
though they had been
cleaned according to man-
ufacturer’s instructions,
said Dr.Robert Cherry, the
hospital’s chief medical and
quality officer. Five other
scopes were cleared.

Hospital officials said
they immediately removed
contaminated medical de-
vices and adopted more
stringent sterilization tech-
niques. CRE infections
have been reported at hos-
pitals around the country,
and some have been linked
to the type of endoscope
used at UCLA. The duo-
denoscope is a thin, flexible
fiber-optic tube that is in-
serted down the throat to
enable a doctor to examine
an organ. It typically has a
light and a miniature cam-
era.

LOS ANGELES – A sen-
ior California health offi-
cial said on Thursday the
source of a measles out-
break that has sickened
119 people in the state
may never be identified,
despite a finding that the
same strain of virus had
led to a wave of illness in
the Philippines.

More than 150 people
across the United States
have been diagnosed with
measles, many linked to
an outbreak that author-
ities believe began when
an infected international
traveller visited
Disneyland in late
December.

California Department
of Public Health re-
searchers who genotyped
specimens from 30 of the
state's measles patients
found all were of the same
strain that caused an out-
break in the Philippines.

That same genotype
has been detected in at
least 14 countries and six
other U.S. states in the
past six months, the re-
searchers said, and the
source of the illness that

sickened visitors at
Disneyland has not been
found.

"It is unlikely that the
source of this outbreak
will be identified, and al-
though identifying the
source would be of inter-
est, our immediate goal is
to stop the outbreak and
it is not necessary to know
the source to do this," Dr.
Gil Chavez, deputy direc-
tor of the California
Department of Health,
told Reuters.

Chavez said identifying
the measles genotype
could help determine the
country where the initial
measles exposure oc-
curred but would not help
officials stop the spread of
the highly contagious
virus.

The Disneyland resort
in Anaheim receives mil-
lions of visitors a year,
many of them coming
from overseas.

The measles outbreak
has renewed a debate
over the so-called anti-
vaccination movement, in
which fears about poten-
tial side effects of vac-

cines, fueled by now de-
bunked research suggest-
ing a link to autism, have
prompted a small minor-
ity of parents to refuse in-
oculations for their chil-
dren.

According to the
California health depart-
ment, 39 of the 119 people
who contracted measles
in the state were believed
to have been exposed
while visiting Disneyland.
An additional 35 had con-
tacts with those people in
a household or commu-
nity setting.

The state health de-
partment said 45 other
cases had an unknown ex-
posure source but were
presumed linked to the
Disneyland outbreak.

Measles was declared
eliminated in the United
States in 2000 after
decades of intensive child-
hood vaccine efforts. But
in 2014, the country had
its highest number of
cases in two decades.

Most people recover
from measles within a few
weeks, although it can be
fatal in some cases.

WHO approves
breakthrough
15-minute
Ebola test

Teen infected by
‘superbug’ struggling
to survive

California health officials
say may not find source
of measles outbreak

Health workers in protective equipment handle a sample taken from the body of someone who is suspected
to have died from Ebola virus.
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YES, there really is a
game in the works about
exploding kittens. And by
one measure, it ’s the
most popular thing to
ever hit Kickstarter.

The upcoming card
game, in which no actual
kittens are blown up, re-
ceived pledges from
219,382 people – the
most ever to support a
single Kickstarter cam-
paign.

Not surprisingly, get-
ting all those supporters
resulted in a cash bo-
nanza. Exploding Kittens
co-creator Matthew
Inman, artist/author of
the popular comic The
Oatmeal, was hoping to

collect $10 000.
When all was said and

done, his game walked
away with pledges of
nearly $8.8 million, mak-
ing it the third-biggest
moneymaker ever to ap-
pear on the site.

Only the Coolest
Cooler and Pebble Watch
have raised more, and
both of those projects had
under 70 000 backers
each. Even the much her-
alded Veronica Mars
movie found only 91,585
backers. Reading
Rainbow came in just shy
of 106 000.

The lesson? Never un-
derestimate the drawing
power of a popular Web

cartoonist. And cats.
So how do you play

Exploding Kittens? The
game is described as a
“highly strategic kitty-
powered version of
Russian Roulette.”
Players draw cards until
someone picks an explod-
ing kitten and loses.
There’s a bit more to it
than that – defusal cards
like ‘Laser Pointer’ and
‘Catnip Sandwich’ can
calm the exploding kit-
tens down, while other
cards let you attack other
players, skip turns and
more. Elan Lee and
Shane Small, both of
whom previously worked
on the Xbox, teamed with

Inman to make the game.
The creators, not sur-

prisingly, were overjoyed.
“We’ve never seen any-

thing like you guys, and
neither has the planet,”
they wrote earlier this
week. “You have proven
beyond any doubt that
you are unstoppable.
There’s nothing we can
put in front of you that
you can’t do. There is
nothing too great, noth-
ing too hard, nothing too
outrageous that you in-
credible group of incred-
ible people can’t accom-
plish as a community.”

The game’s expected to
be delivered to backers
this July.

IT looks like a break-
through in nefarious mo-
bile device software: a
newly discovered spyware
program can actually
track you after you’ve
shut down your phone.

Well, after you
think you’ve shut down
your phone, anyway.

As spotted by the AVG
anti-virus software com-
pany, the malware (which
affects Android phones,
and which does not yet
have a catchy nickname)
tricks phone owners into
thinking that they’ve shut
down their
devices. Pressing the
power button on an in-
fected phone calls up a
fake Power Off button
onto the screen. When
tapped, only the phone’s
screen, sound alerts, and
notification lights are ac-
tually powered off.

While in this state, the
spyware can reportedly
make calls, take pictures,
and send and receive
messages.

The malware is hidden
inside some apps found on
Chinese app markets. So,
if you’re not downloading
apps from third-party
Chinese app markets,
you’re probably safe.

We’ve heard reports of
hackers, and even the
government, looking
through computer and
smartphone cameras re-

motely without owners
being any the wiser. But
those types of hacks had
to be performed while
owners were aware their
devices were powered on.
The introduction of this
new malware looks to
ruin any piece of mind
that you may have once
gained after allegedly
“shutting off” your phone.

The good news is that
this creepy spyware isn’t

something that has been,
or probably ever will be,
found in Google Play
apps.Android has gone to
great lengths to clamp
down on fraudulent and
malicious apps in its mar-
ket, now scanning them
both before and after
you’ve installed them to
your Galaxy, HTC One,
Moto X, or whatever. So if
you stick with the official
Google app store, you

should be safe from any
of the above scariness.

And obviously, if that
isn’t enough assurance for
you, you can always re-
sort to pulling your
phone’s battery out any-
time you want privacy.
We’re pretty sure there
will be no malware
workaround coming down
the pipe for that trick.
(Please, hackers, do not
prove us wrong.)

BRIAN DiFeo still re-
members the first
time he was paid to
take an Instagram
photo. It was winter
2012, and he was
roaming between
show tents at Lincoln
Center for New York
Fashion Week, snap-
ping photos of a little-
known fashion label’s
handbags.

“I posted like, eight
photos for $100, or some-
thing,” DiFeo told Yahoo
Tech, chuckling at the
sum. “We really didn’t
know what our value
was then.”

These days, a deal like
that probably wouldn’t
fly. DiFeo would first
have to run through a
few calculations based
on the size of  his
Instagram account’s fol-
lowing (110 000 people)
and its general tendency
to “heart” and comment
on his images – that
vague metric called “en-
gagement.” Then he’d
consider the number of
photos required, and
whether they were con-
ceptual or featured the
actual product in ques-
tion. Finally, he’d settle
on a fee that considers
just how much exposure
he could bring to that
handbag label – a fee
that, three years later, is
much more than $100.

This is what Defio and
his business partner,
Anthony Danielle, do for
a living at the Mobile
Media Lab, a consulting
firm that connects popu-
lar Instagram photogra-
phers with brands to co-
ordinate and execute
paid promotional cam-
paigns on the social net-
working site. It’s one of
many talent agencies
that have found a lucra-
tive business in striking
brand placement deals
with those photogra-
phers who are consid-
ered “famous on
Instagram.” The com-
pany represents a new
era of advertisement,

where the focus doesn’t
lie just on a product or a
celebrity but on the com-
munity and reach of one
specific social platform.

Nearly three years
since their company’s
launch, DiFeo and
Danielle have amassed a
network of about 400 in-
dependent
Instagrammers, with fol-
lowings ranging from the
10 000s to the 500 000s
and a combined audience
of about 60 million peo-
ple.

It’s no wonder that the
agency has been able to
attract high-profile
brands like Timex, Stoli,
Expedia, and Puma as
clients.

From Meet-Ups to
Media Darlings

Five years ago, a
lineup of famous clients
like this would have
been unimaginable.
Danielle and DiFeo 
were amateur photogra-
phers in New York 
when they joined
Instagram in October
2010, the month it  
officially launched in
cities outside the Bay
Area. To pay the bills,
Danielle dealt with roy-
alties and contracts in
the music publishing in-
dustry, and DiFeo ran an
entrepreneurs co-work-
ing space.

The two gelled with
Instagram’s medium
quickly, posting photos of
New York City, amassing
fanbases, and making
digital friends. About
two months after they’d
downloaded the app,
they noticed each other’s
work via a common
hashtag. They followed
one another, and began
liking and commenting
on each other’s photos.

They hit it off so well
that in March 2011,
DiFeo organized a meet-
up (named Instagram
NYC) to meet Danielle
and match faces with
some of the other han-
dles he’d been following
on the network.

How
Instagram
photos could
make users
serious cash

‘Exploding Kittens’ Sets
Kickstarter Record

Android malware can spy on
you even after your phone is
‘off ’

While in this state, the spyware can reportedly make calls, take pictures, and
send and receive messages.
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4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
7:24 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
7:27 THE NATIONAL

ANTHEM
7:29 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:30 NATIONAL

GEOGRAPHIC
8:30 THE WIGGLES
9:30 HOMEWORK

ACTION LINE
10:00 SE HABLA ESPANOL
10:30 SPIDER RIDER
11:00 ZORRO
11:30 PLANTAIN PATCH
12:00 BERMUDA OMEGA

XL PROJECT
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 HOME SHOPPING
1:00 DOUDOU AND HER

MOTHERS-IN-LAW
2:00 FACE 2 FACE
3:00 BIG HAIL
4:00 BERMUDA OMEGA

XL PROJECT
4:30 HOME SHOPPING
5:00 UNDERSTANDING
6:00 POPULAR

SCIENCES FUTURE
OF

6:52 DOUBLE DRAW
6:55 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:00 CBC EVENING

NEWS
7:30 LOVE STORIES
8:00 MEGA SIX
8:02 EVERYBODY HATES
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8:30 Q TV
9:00 DOUBLE DRAW
9:03 Q TV
9:30 ULTIMATE SOUL

VALENTINES
10:30 HAWAII FIVE-O
11:30 MOVIE: THE

SOLOIST
1:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS

HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You are feeling fickle
and could agitate someone with your indecision,
especially someone with hopes for your exclusive
attention. Just remember that you don’t owe anyone
anything.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You are humble enough
to see that you need to work hard, yet confident enough
to see that, at your best, you can absolutely outshine the
competition. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Your love life will get the
focus today. Singles will make a connection with
someone witty and fun. Couples will add a new exciting
element to their routine. When your heart is happy, so
are you.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Your view will be
obstructed, and therefore you’ll have to take the first step
in faith. This will make it a more memorable experience.
Others have done this, too. You have nothing to worry
about. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - A loved one’s attention is
fixed on you. Now that you have it, reward the behavior.
Also note that your whims may seem off course, but
ultimately, if you follow them, you will find a better
route to where you’re going.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Accountability is the
theme. Make sure your team knows what you want
them to do. And if you’re not sure who is on your team,
this is a fine time to sort that out. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - As for the mundane details
of life’s maintenance, you’re not that interested right
now. You’re also not so keen on the hard facts and the
logic. You’re busy feeling your way through, and that
will work beautifully. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Everyone wants to give
advice whether or not they really have their own thing
together. Is that help, or is it ego? Either way, there are
a few gems in what comes toward you that are definitely
worth listening to. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You are not
responsible for the energy of the world, but you
definitely have the power to influence it. Use that power
today. Your smile is one of the least expensive and most
effective things you can offer.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Don’t make the
mistake of defining yourself based on what you do for
others. They might define you according to those terms,
and it’s egocentric (yet very human) of them to do so,
but you should not. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Thinking out loud is
fun when you have a responsive audience. Don’t
confuse thoughts with facts, though. The internal
dialogue is a sea of opinions generated by an extremely
active and malleable mind. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - If they assume they are
doing you a favour by instructing you, they’ll get a
surprise. You prefer to seek your own instruction — or,
differently put, “Don’t tell me what to do.”
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Before he went on
to star in movies
like Pulp Fiction,

A Time To Kill, the Star
Wars prequels and the
many Marvel movies
he’s appeared in as Nick
Fury, Samuel L. Jackson
reportedly worked as a
stand-in for Bill Cosby
on The Cosby Show.

In light of that back-
ground, on Thursday
night’s Watch What
Happens Live, host

Andy Cohen wanted to
know what Jackson
thought about the 
recent wave of rape 
allegations that have 
been made against
Cosby.

More than a dozen
women have accused
the comedian of sexu-
ally assaulting and/or
drugging them, several
of whom said the inci-
dents happened during
Cosby’s time starring on

his eponymous NBC 
sitcom.

Jackson declined to
weigh in on whether or
not Cosby is guilty, say-
ing “I can’t make a judg-
ment about it.”

But he added, “I wish
that [Cosby] would say
something.”

The comedian has re-
mained silent since the
flood of allegations
began this past 
fall.

But Jackson agreed
that powerful men do
take advantage of
women.

“I make my judgment
because I have a daugh-
ter, I have a wife I love
and I have a lot of
women in my life,” he
said.

“And I know women
are vulnerable in this
society and people with
power take advantage of
them.”

Samuel L. Jackson weighs 
in on Bill Cosby rape claims

YOUR move, Amber
Rose. After days of
Twitter feuding be-
tween the model and
Khloe Kardashian,
Rose’s ex and 
Khloe’s brother-in-law
Kanye West appeared
on Power 105.1’s 
The Breakfast Club,
where he made it very
clear whose side he’s
on.

Asked about his for-
mer girlfriend’s recent
disses against his wife,
Kim Kardashian, and
the rest of her family,
the “Only One” rapper
replied, “She’s just
soakin’ in the moment.
If Kim had dated me
when I first wanted to
be with her, there
wouldn’t be an Amber

Rose.”
Driving his point

home even further, he
added, “It’s very hard
for a woman to want to
be with someone that’s
with Amber Rose...
I had to take 30 showers
before I got with 
Kim.”

West’s slams are the
just latest in the ongo-
ing battle between Rose
and the Kardashian
family. Earlier this
week, Wiz Khalifa’s ex
got into it with Khloe on
Twitter, after the
Keeping Up With the
Kardashians star took
issue with Rose’s com-
ments about Kylie
Jenner, 17, and her rela-
tionship with Tyga,
25.

Khloe mocked Rose’s
stripper past and then
scolded her for talking
about the Kardashians
in interviews, to which
the model responded
with several tweets and
memes blasting the fa-
mous reality TV family.
She even insinuated in
one message that O.J.
Simpson was Khloe’s
real father. Other posts
featured West, and
made jokes about his
wife having a sex 
tape.

Rose and the rapper
dated from 2008 to
2010. Two years 
after their split,
he coupled up with
Kardashian, with whom
he has a daughter,
North.

Kanye West slams Amber Rose 
Kanye West and ex-girlfriend Amber Rose.

‘I had to take 30 showers before I got with Kim’

HE is definitely Keeping
Up With the
Kardashians. Kanye
West confirmed yester-
day, Feb. 20, during his
loaded interview with
Power 105.1’s The
Breakfast Club,
that his sister-in-law
Kylie Jenner is dating
Tyga.

At one point during his
nearly one-hour conver-
sation, the rapper, 37,
was asked whether he
thought 25-year-old
Tyga’s relationship with
17-year-old Jenner was
“inappropriate”.

West burst out into

laughter and responded:
“I think [Tyga] got in
early. I think he was
smart.” (Tyga, for his
part, claimed earlier this
week that he and Jenner
were not a romantic
item. “I’m not dating
Kylie, I just want to get
that out of the way,” the
“Rack City” rapper said
on The Breakfast Club. “I
want to be clear to every-
body that I didn’t leave
my family to be with
Kylie. That’s ridiculous.”)

In a somewhat con-
founding (and grammati-
cally creative) Instagram
update yesterday, Tyga

posted a photo of Kylie,
pouting her plump lips
and batting her false
lashes. “Your beauty
never goes unnoticed,” he
wrote in the caption.
“One of the best/dopest
person in my life.”

The most controversial
issue with Tyga and
Jenner’s relationship has
been their eight-year age
gap, which West noted
yesterday. “They are
closer in age than a lot of
relationships that I
know,” the rapper said. “I
knew Tyga was smart...
Yeah, I can’t speak on 
nobody’s relationship.”

Kanye says Kylie 
Jenner and Tyga dating

Kanye West confirmed yesterday during his loaded interview with Power 105.1’s
The Breakfast Club, that his sister-in-law Kylie Jenner is dating Tyga.

      



DEAR JANE,
MY brother, who is 20
years old, finished school
three years ago. He
hangs out with the
wrong type of people,
smokes and drinks heav-
ily. He has no job, is not
helping out my mum and
dad with rent and is eat-
ing us out of house and
home. He is not looking
for a job and my dad has
had enough of him, so
much so that he says he
hates him and when he
sees him he is just dis-
gusted by how his son
has turned out.

My mum and dad are
constantly arguing about
him. This is because my
mum is doing what most
mothers do and is stick-
ing up for him. She lets

him get away with
everything though and
lets him bully her into
giving him things like
money. A few months
ago, my brother vowed 
to change his attitude,
but I believe he is 
becoming worse. He 
is stealing our money,
talking to everybody 
like crap and nobody 
can put up with him
anymore.

The thing is, it’s like
my brother doesn’t even
realise that he’s tearing
our family apart and we
don’t know what to do
and how to make my
brother change his atti-
tude. Any advice, Jane?
It would be much appre-
ciated.

KB

DEAR KB,
START by being 
honest with yourself 
– your brother is a
loser. It’s time you
face that rather 
obvious fact.

Let me be clear,
though, he doesn’t 
always have to be a
loser; he can still
change, but that’s up
to him. He chooses his
life, his behaviour,
and his friends.

You as a family have
to accept that this is
what he is, and you
also have to accept
that you cannot

change him – that’s
his job.

What you can 
control is how you
deal with it, and 
he’s clearly exploiting
the fact that you 
are all reacting in 
different ways, allow-
ing him to divide 
and conquer. Every
day.

You don’t say how
old you are, or how
much influence you
have, but if you can
get the family to dis-
cuss his problems
(and the ones he
causes you) openly
and honestly, then 
the process of work-
ing together to 
protect yourselves
can start.

And who knows, if
you all stick together,
he just might see
some advantage in
changing.

However, even if he
doesn’t, isn’t it time
you all stopped him
from ruining your
lives?

JANE
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Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

Brother tearing
our family apart!

Bridge
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SPORTSSPORTS

BARBADOS PRIDE
were 258 for five off
104 overs in their 
first innings after 
they were sent in by
Guyana Jaguars at the
close of play on the
opening day of their
seventh round WICB
PCL first-class match
at Kensington Oval
yesterday.

The not out batsmen
were Roston Chase on
eight and night-watch-

man Jomel Warrican,
nought.

Kyle Corbin, playing
over a low full toss,
was bowled by left-arm
spinner Veerasammy
Permaul for 46 (69-1; 21.3
overs).

Kirk Edwards, cutting,
was brilliantly caught low
to his right at slip by skip-
per Leon Johnson off leg-
spinner Devendra Bishoo
for 19 (100-2; 33 overs).

Captain Kraigg

Brathwaite, pulling a
long-hop, was caught low
at midwicket by Ronsford
Beaton off Bishoo for 102
(240-3; 85.3 overs).

Shai Hope was caught
at deep mid-off by
Shivnarine Chanderpaul
off Bishoo for 69 (243-4;
87.2 overs).

And Shane Dowrich
was caught at the wicket
by Anthony Bramble off
Bishoo for seven (252-5;
95.5 overs).

Brathwaite batted for
302 minutes, faced 241
balls and struck 12 fours
in his 11th first-class cen-
tury and fifth regionally.
His century came in 292
minutes off 232 balls,
while his half-century
took 145 minutes off 
108 balls and contained
seven fours.

Hope was at the crease
for 197 minutes, received
169 balls and struck nine
boundaries.

IN the region of 75 golfers
are slated to take to the
greens today and tomor-
row as the 2015 Rockley
Open tees off in anticipa-
tion of yet another suc-
cessful tournament. Able
to boast being the longest-
running golf tournament
on the island with this
year marking the 89th
edition, loads of excite-
ment and keen competi-
tion are expected to be
seen this weekend.

During a media briefing
held earlier this week for
the Open, Rockley Club
Captain Mark Pearson 
explained that with the
three long-standing spon-
sors onboard once again,
the respective defending
champions would also be
returning.

“All three sponsors  –
Massy United Insurance,
Diamonds International
and Digicel – have been
sponsoring the event for
over nine years now and
continues to attract some
of the best golfers on the
island. Last year’s Men
and Ladies’ winners, Ivan
Codrington and Helen
Foster, will be defending
their titles, but they are
sure to face stiff competi-
tion from their leading 
rivals,” he said.

With participants tak-
ing on the challenge in
two Men’s flights and a
Ladies’ flight, the top 
performers in gross and
net on each day will be
awarded prizes. Pearson
also said that much work
has gone into over the
past few weeks to ensure
that the course is in top
condition and that the

event has continued to
play its part in the is-
land’s tourism product.

“A lot of our members
are from overseas.
Approximately 50 per
cent of the entrants are
what we call ‘Snow Bird’
members that come and

stay here and live on the
course for three to five
months a year, and that is
obviously very good for
the island’s tourism.”

Manager at Rockley,
Mark Hasler, explained
that due to a bit of a hic-
cup, that a bit of creativity

had to come into play so
that the competition could
field some of the bigger
names in local golf. With
the Barbados Golf Club
also holding a tournament
this weekend after it was
postponed from last week-
end, Hasler said that

some of the higher-level
locals would be taking in
both of the competitions.

“Some of the big play-
ers are coming down and
doubling up. They are
going to play early in the
morning up there and
coming here straight

after. So we will have
some people playing 
possibly nine and a half
hours of golf. They are 
certainly committed to
the sport,” Hasler said.

The Rockley Open kicks
off each day from as early
as 6:50 a.m. (MP)

Brathwaite ton gives
Pride day 1 honours

Rockley Open on for this weekend

BARBADOS PRIDE 1st innings

*K. Brathwaite c Beaton b Bishoo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102
K. Corbin b Permaul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46
K. Edwards c Johnson b Bishoo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
S. Hope c Chanderpaul b Bishoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69
R. Chase not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
+S. Dowrich c wk Bramble b Bishoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
J. Warrican not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Extras (w3, nb4)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
TOTAL (5 wks, 104 overs)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .258
Fall of wickets: 1-69 (Corbin. 21.3 ov), 2-100 (Edwards, 33), 
3-240 (K. Brathwaite, 85.3), 4-243 (Hope, 87.2), 5-252 (Dowrich,
95.5).
To bat: C. Brathwaite, A. Nurse, T. Best, M. Cummins.
Bowling: Beaton 13-3-30-0, Reifer 11-2-48-0 (w1, nb4), Barnwell
6-0-29-0 (w2), Permaul 30-8-50-1, Deonarine 16-6-35-0, Bishoo
28-9-66-4.
Guyana: L. Johnson (captain), R. Chandrika, S. Chanderpaul, 
V. Singh, N. Deonarine, R. Reifer, C. Barnwell, A. Bramble, 
V. Permaul, D. Bishoo, R. Beaton. 
Umpires: Gregory Brathwaite (Barbados), Steve O’Shaughnessy
(England). 
Standby: Ryan Willoughby.
Match referee: Carlyle Carter.

SCORECARD

Massy United Insurance Account Executive, Dwight Lashley (left), handing over the sponsorship cheque to Club Rockley Manager, Mark
Hasler.
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NEW Zealand cantered
to a one-sided win
against England, with
Tim Southee (7 for 33)
first bowling out the
visiting side for just
123 in 33.2 overs, and
then Brendon
McCullum smashing
77 off 25 balls as New
Zealand achieved vic-
tory in just 12.2 overs
with eight wickets in
the bag at the Westpac
Stadium in Wellington
on Friday (February
20).

Those Wellingtonians
planning a post-work trip
to the cricket to start
their weekend were left
disappointed, as only the
swiftest nine-to-fiver
could have made it to the
ground in time to see any
pre-tea action.

For all England’s short-
comings with the bat and
ball, New Zealand was an
utter treat. The Cake Tin
– the stands a sea of the
black of the home side,
the grey of its 1992 coun-
terparts (a fine vintage
who look likely to be bet-
tered this time round),
and the orange of its ball-
catching sponsors, Tui –
was a cauldron drenched
in perfect sunlight. From
on high in the stands, be-
hind the bowler’s arm, to
one side the view is of vel-
vety conifer covered hills
dotted with white houses
that surely boast the most
spectacular of views; on
the other a cruise ship sat
in the harbour.The Windy
City felt like the
Caribbean.

And the local boys
played with the aggres-
sion, flair and brutality of
Caribbean sides of yore,

too. New Zealand’s crick-
eters aren't natural
favourites; that’s the do-
main of their rugby play-
ers. Their wonderful re-
cent form has seen a rise
in expectation, and this
was the day the side
proved it is the real deal.

Southee was Man of the
Match, and rightly so. His
7 for 33 were the best
bowling figures in ODIs
by a man from his coun-
try and the third best in
World Cups. That he did
it on a pitch that looked
set for runs and as the
only man who extracted
any real swing showed
what a skilled operator he
has become. The third

ball of his third over, was
angled in and then it
swung away to beat Ian
Bell’s flailing bat and
take the top of offstump.
Moeen Ali was the next to
go after flailing three con-
secutive Gowerian bound-
aries, and while the ball
that downed him would
have done for many finer
players, Southee’s strat-
egy and execution was a
sight to behold. He
bounced Ali before firing
in a full, deviating one at
the top of off. Expecting
short stuff, Moeen stayed
back and was castled.
One-two. Textbook.

England’s next two
wickets fell much in the

manner they'd be ex-
pected to. Gary Ballance
hung around before find-
ing short cover off Trent
Boult. Eoin Morgan
nudged and nurdled
around for nearly an hour
and 13 overs. Eventually
he found Adam Milne –
who took a fine catch – at
long-off off the bowling of
Daniel Vettori. There are
those who’ll call it un-
lucky; it was nothing of
the sort.

From there, it was a
procession, with Southee
at the wheel. Is there any
bowler in the world game
currently using the crease
better? Is there anyone
you'd back to hit the top of

off with greater consis-
tency? Two balls into
James Taylor’s stay, and
his offstump was leaning
back, again the victim of a
full jaffer. Joe Buttler was
off soon, nibbling outside
off and feeding a stuffed
cordon. The tail soon fol-
lowed, with only Joe Root
– last man out slogging –
playing with any kind of
authority.

Southee was glorious,
but Brendon McCullum
was the architect and
final executioner. In the
field he attacked relent-
lessly; three slips at the
start, four by the end and
displaying a remarkable
ability to scent blood.

When Vettori got Morgan
and the fourth wicket fell,
he tossed the ball back to
Southee; when Stuart
Broad came to the crease,
Southee was joined by his
partner in crime Boult.
Ian Smith, a man who
has seen enough of him,
said on commentary that
“he’d never seen
McCullum so attacking”,
but while he is tactically
superb, his personal field-
ing and the manner in
which he leads by exam-
ple is equally special.
Stalking at cover or mid-
off, this scribe genuinely
lost count of the number
of runs he saved with fly-
ing dives. It exceeded 15,
certainly.

Then came his chase, as
clinical and clean as is
possible. This was what
New Zealand tried to do
to Scotland’s 142 on
Tuesday; this time it
worked. With the fastest
World Cup fifty, with
eight boundaries and
seven sixes to every cor-
ner of the ground imagi-
nable, McCullum batted
like a man with a 6pm
dinner reservation.
Broad’s first over cost 18
and Finn’s two went for
49. McCullum was even-
tually bowled by a Chris
Woakes full toss for 77,
and after a break for tea
with New Zealand 12
away, Woakes also
cleaned up Martin
Guptill to delay the in-
evitable further.
McCullum left the field to
the level of applause nor-
mally reserved only for
Richie McCaw and Dan
Carter in this country. To
a man, the stadium stood
and applauded.

KENYA’S Julia Mumbi
Muraga, winner of the
2014 Cologne marathon,
has been banned for two
years after failing a drugs
test,Athletics Kenya (AK)
said on Thursday.

Muraga’s ban comes at a
time when Kenya is under
intense pressure to root
out doping among its ath-
letes who are viewed as
some the world’s best mid-
dle and long distance run-
ners but have failed a
number of drug tests.

Muraga, 31, tested posi-
tive for the banned blood-
booster Erythropoietin
(EPO), Athletics Kenya
(AK) said.Athletics Kenya
chief executive Isaac
Mwangi Kamande said
Muraga has been sum-
moned to defend her case.

“She still has time to ap-
peal,” Mwangi told re-
porters in Nairobi.

Muraga has been
stripped of her Cologne
title after the German
Anti-Doping Agency dis-

covered that she had re-
turned a positive test.
Ethiopia’s Shasho
Insermu, who was second
in the race, has been
named as the new winner
by organizers of the race.

Dozens of Kenyan ath-
letes have failed dope tests
in the past two years.
Kenyan government offi-
cials have blamed the
growing doping cases on
foreign agents and AK’s
failure to educate its ath-
letes properly.

Kenyan marathon
runner Muraga handed
two-year doping ban

Southee, McCullum star in massive win

Tim Southee’s strategy and execution was a sight to behold.

Julia Mumbi Muraga of Kenya (L) runs ahead of Nailiya Yulamanova of Russia
and Bezunesh Bekele of Ethopia ( 3rd L) past the Victory Column (Siegessaeule)
during women’s marathon at the world athletics championships
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WITH the Barbados 2015
Polo season in full swing,
the Roger Gooding
Memorial is the featured
tournament for the week. At
the Holders Polo Field on
Thursday two games came
to the fore with Apes Hill
White and Black playing in
the matches.

In the first game of the
evening Federico Rooney play-
ing off a four goal handicap
found the target a whooping six
times to lead Range Rover to a
narrow 7-6 victory and hand
Apes Hill White their second
loss of the tournament.

Playing for Apes Hill were
Marc Atwell, Oliver Williams,
Jamie Dickson and James
Fuesta, playing for Sir Charles
Williams.

For Range Rover the team
was Federico Rooney, Harry

Manning, Jason O’Selmo and
Chulo.

Range Rover put in three
goals in the first chukka as Apes
Hill White went scoreless, how-
ever a fight back was on in the
second chukka with Apes Hill
keeping a blank sheet in the
chukka while scoring two of
their own.The third chukka be-
longed to Apes Hill as well as
they found the target three
times thanks to Jamie Dickson
who scored all of Apes Hill’s
goals. But then Rooney came to
the party once more and rattled
off a hat trick in the chukka to
give Range Rover the victory.

In the second match of the
evening, Apes Hill Black faced
off against Lion Castle.

However, unlike their White
team, the black team was in
dominant form and showed it.
Starting a half goal down the

Apes Hill team of Stephen
Williams, Pablo Crespin, Phillip
Atwell and Ganzalo rattled
home six goals while Lion Castle

finished with 3 and a half.
Doing the bulk of the scoring

for Apes Hill was Pablo Crespin
with four of the six goals, while

Stephen Williams had one and
Gansalo the other.

Play continues on Saturday at
Apes Hill polo field. (CG)

ANIL Kumble, the former India
captain and one of the most ver-
satile wrist-spinners to ever play
the game, and Betty Wilson, one
of the greatest women’s crick-
eters of all-time,will be inducted
into the ICC Cricket Hall of
Fame during the ICC Cricket
World Cup 2015 match between
India and South Africa at the
MCG on 22 February, the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) announced today.

Kumble, with 619 Test wick-
ets, is the third highest wicket-
taker in Test cricket after
Muttiah Muralidaran (800) and
Shane Warne (708), while his
337 wickets in ODIs ranks him
in ninth position on the all-time
list of most successful bowlers
in that format. Kumble cap-
tained India in 14 Tests between
2007 and 2008, winning three
and losing five.

In the 138-year history of Test
cricket during which 2,156 Tests
have been played to date,
Kumble is one of only two
bowlers after England’s Jim
Laker to have taken all 10 wick-
ets in an innings. He achieved
this feat against traditional rival
Pakistan in New Delhi in
February 1999.

Kumble made his Test debut
in 1990 in Manchester and his
final appearance was in New
Delhi in October-November
2008. During his career, Kumble
played 132 Tests and 271 One-
Day Internationals. Apart from

his 619 Test and 337 ODI wick-
ets, Kumble also scored 2,506
runs in Tests and 938 runs in
ODIs.

Betty Wilson, a former
Australia batter, played 11 Tests
between 1947 and 1958 in which
she scored 862 runs at average
of 57.4 and took 68 wickets at
11.8 per wicket.

On her debut against New
Zealand at the age of 26 in 1948,
she scored 90 and took four for
37 and six for 28. In her second
Test, she scored 111 against
England, becoming the first
Australia woman to score a Test
century against England, and
took nine more wickets.Against
England in 1957-58, she became
the first cricketer, male or fe-
male, to score a century and take
10 wickets in a Test.

Wilson passed away on 22
January 2010, aged 88.

Kumble and Wilson will be
formally inducted into the ICC
Cricket Hall of Fame during the
innings break in the India ver-
sus South Africa match at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
Sunday 22 February. ICC
Director and Chairman of
Cricket Australia, Mr Wally
Edwards, will present Kumble
with his commemorative cap,
while Wilson’s commemorative
cap will be received by her
nephew, Ken Wilson, from ICC
Chief Executive David
Richardson.

Beforehand on Saturday, 21

February at 1100 at the Yarra
Room, Melbourne Cricket
Ground, Kumble will attend a
media conference and will take
questions about his career.

Reacting to the news about his
induction into the ICC Cricket
Hall of Fame, a modest Kumble
said: “It’s an honour to be in-
ducted into the ICC Cricket Hall
of Fame. Indeed, it will be a great
moment of pride to receive it
during the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. I deem it as a
great privilege to join the list of
great cricketing luminaries.”

ICC Chief Executive David
Richardson congratulated
Kumble on his induction. “Anil
was an outstanding interna-
tional cricketer, a very well-re-
spected opponent, a great states-
man for his country and a role
model for millions of aspiring
cricketers. He played hard but
within the spirit of the game.
His performance and record
speak volumes for his tenacity,
commitment, endurance and
service to the game.”

Mr Richardson said of Betty
Wilson: “History shows that
Betty was an inspiring cricketer,
one of the pioneers of women’s
cricket and immensely respected
because she always put cricket
first. Had her debut not been de-
layed by World War II, I am sure
she would have scored lot more
runs and taken many more
wickets.”

Kumble, who is now the
Chairman of the ICC Cricket
Committee, is the fourth India
cricketer to be inducted into the
ICC Cricket Hall of Fame after
fellow former captains Bishen
Bedi, Kapil Dev and Sunil
Gavaskar were inducted into the
ICC Cricket Hall of Fame in
2009.

Overall, Kumble and Wilson
are the 77th and 78th inductees
while two more former icons of
the game will be inducted into
the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame
during the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015, details of which will
be announced in due course.

The process for the selection of
players into the ICC Cricket
Hall of Fame started last year
when the ICC Chairman invited
all the living ICC Cricket Hall of
Famers to send their nomina-
tions. The ICC Nominations
Committee reduced the long-list
to 10 men’s and three women’s
cricketers. The short-list was
then sent to the Voting Academy,
which included representatives
of all the 10 Full Members,
media representatives from all
the 10 Full Members, Associate
& Affiliate Member, women’s
cricket and FICA representa-
tives as well as living ICC Hall
of Famers. The ICC collated the
nominations and forwarded the
ballot papers to the auditors who
provided the final results.

*ICC Cricket Hall of Fame

– initial inductees (55)
Sydney Barnes, Bishan Bedi, Alec

Bedser, Richie Benaud, Allan Border, Ian
Botham, Geoffrey Boycott, Donald
Bradman, Greg Chappell, Ian Chappell,
Denis Compton, Colin Cowdrey, Kapil Dev,
Sunil Gavaskar, Lance Gibbs, Graham
Gooch, David Gower, WG Grace, Tom
Graveney, Gordon Greenidge, Richard
Hadlee, Walter Hammond, Neil Harvey,
George Headley, Jack Hobbs, Michael
Holding, Leonard Hutton, Rohan Kanhai,
Imran Khan, Alan Knott, Jim Laker, Harold
Larwood, Dennis Lillee, Ray Lindwall, Clive
Lloyd, Hanif Mohammad, Rodney Marsh,
Malcolm Marshall, Peter May, Javed
Miandad, Keith Miller, Bill O’Reilly, Graeme
Pollock, Wilfred Rhodes, Barry Richards,
Vivian Richards, Andy Roberts, Garfield
Sobers, Brian Statham, Fred Trueman,
Derek Underwood, Clyde Walcott, Everton
Weekes, Frank Woolley, Frank Worrell

2009-10 Inductees
Herbert Sutcliffe, Steve Waugh, Wasim

Akram, Victor Trumper and Clarrie
Grimmett

2010-11 Inductees
Rachael Heyhoe-Flint, Ken Barrington,

Courtney Walsh and Joel Garner
2011-12 Inductees
Belinda Clark, Frederick Spofforth,

Curtly Ambrose and Alan Davidson
2012-13 Inductees
Enid Bakewell, Brian Lara, Glenn

McGrath and Shane Warne
2013-14 Inductees
Adam Gilchrist, Debbie Hockley, Bob

Simpson and Waqar Younis
2014-15 Inductees
Anil Kumble and Betty Wilson. Two

more to be announced in due course

Range Rover and
Apes Hill black
in winners row

Anil Kumble and Betty Wilson to be inducted
into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame

Apes Hill Pablo Crespin using some fancy stick work to control the bouncing ball
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TIGER WOODS will skip
next week’s Honda Classic
at Palm Beach Gardens in
Florida, raising questions
about his prospects of
competing in the year’s
first major, the April 9-12
Masters.

Woods, who had back
surgery last year, has played
just two PGA Tour events this
season and said last week he
would not return to
competition until he felt his
game was “tournament-
ready.”

“His manager spoke to us
this afternoon and told us that
Tiger will not play next week,”
Honda Classic media director
Gary Ferman told Reuters.

Woods’s manager Mark
Steinberg later told Reuters
by telephone: “Tiger has been
working on his game this
week and, right now, is looking
to come back when he feels
that he is tournament-ready.”

Woods, a 14-times major
champion, struggled badly in
his first two events this year.

He posted the highest score
of his professional career, with
his short game in complete
disarray, as he carded a mind-
boggling 11-over-par 82 to
miss the cut at the Phoenix
Open last month.

He looked no better two
weeks ago at Torrey Pines
where he was two over par
after 11 holes when he decided
to pull  out because of

tightness in his back, his third
withdrawal in his last nine
tournaments dating back to
last year’s Honda Classic.

Woods, who has not won a
major title since the 2008 U.S.
Open, is still adapting to the
fifth swing change of  his
career.

The four majors have always
been the top priority for
Woods, who has a burning
desire to eclipse the record 18
titles won by Jack Nicklaus.

However, the 39-year-old
will need to improve markedly
if he is to be ready for the
Masters at Augusta National
where he is  a four-times
former champion.

His world ranking has
slipped to 66th, meaning he
will  not qualify for the
opening World Golf
Championships event of the
year, the March 5-8 Cadillac
Championship at Doral.

Based on his usual schedule,
Woods would be expected to
compete next at the March 19-
22 Arnold Palmer Invitational
in Orlando.

After that, there are two
more PGA Tour events before
the Masters, neither of which
Woods generally plays.

“I enter a tournament to
compete at the highest level,
and when I think I’m ready,
I’ll be back,” Woods said on his
website last week. “I  am
committed to getting back to
the pinnacle of my game.”

DARREN CLARKE deserved
to be named captain of Europe
for the 2016 Ryder Cup, says
Spain’s Miguel Angel Jimenez.

Clarke, 46, was chosen by a
five-man selection panel ahead
of Jimenez and Thomas Bjorn
of Denmark on Wednesday.

Although feeling “a little
disappointed”, Jimenez has
made himself available to
assist Clarke at Hazeltine,
United States.

“I sent Darren a text last
night just to say well done and
that I know he’ll do a great job,”
said the 51-year-old.

“I didn’t call him because I
knew he would be very busy
but I wanted to say well done
and that if he needs anything
from me when he is captain
then all he has to do is call me.”

“He deserves to be the Ryder
Cup captain as much as I do. I
would love to do it one day but
I am happy for Darren because
he has done a lot for the Tour
as well.”

Clarke succeeds Irishman
Paul McGinley, who led Europe

to a five-point victory over the
USA at Gleneagles, Scotland
in 2014.

While Clarke has struggled
with his game in recent
seasons, Jimenez is still
competing on the European
Tour and has also been
winning titles on the Seniors
Tour.

Jimenez has played in four
Ryder Cups winning twice, and
been victorious on each
occasion he has been vice-
captain, in 1997, 2012 and
2014.

He added: “To me the Ryder
Cup is very important and I
will always want to be involved
in it in some way. I suppose the
best way for me to be involved
is by taking my clubs. You
never know – maybe you will
see me at the next one with my
clubs.”

The 2000 US Open runner-
up added on Sky Sports: “It’s
disappointing a little bit. I’ve
been there for so many years
on Tour, this is my 27th season,
played several Ryder Cups and

been vice-captain in some other
ones.”

Meanwhile, Davis Love III,
50, is expected to be confirmed
as captain of the United States
Ryder Cup team on February
24, four years after he led the
side to defeat at Medina.

The memorable European
win under Jose Maria Olazabal
in 2012 became known as the
Miracle of Medina after Europe
fought back from 10-6 down
going into the final day’s
singles to win 14-13 on US soil.

Ted Bishop, the former
president of the Professional
Golfers’ Association, says he
would choose Fred Couples as
the next US Ryder Cup
captain.

Europe’s Ian Poulter claims
that while being Europe’s
captain is a coveted role, its US
counterpart is less prestigious.

He told BBC Radio 5 live:
“It’s not a role that many
people want to put their hands
up for.They haven’t had a lot of
success over the last decade or
so and that’s a difficult role.”

FORMER cyclist Alexander
Vinokourov has stepped down as
ambassador for the Almaty 2022
winter Olympics bid, officials
said yesterday, after questions
about the 2012 Olympic
champion’s doping past were
raised.

Vinokourov, one of the most
famous Kazakh athletes, won
stages at most major races and
the gold medal at the London
Olympics but he also served a
two-year ban after testing
positive for blood doping at the
2007 Tour de France.

“Alexander Vinokourov
resigned as bid ambassador, he
was only part of the application
phase,” a bid official said in a
statement.

Almaty bid vice-chairman
Andrey Kryukov said recently
that Vinokourov would stay on
as ambassador after fielding
questions during the
International Olympic
Committee’s visit to evaluate the
bid regarding his doping
offences.

Sources said IOC officials had
not been happy he was chosen as
a bid ambassador given their
organisation’s “zero tolerance”
policy on doping and drug cheats.

Almaty and Beijing are the
only two candidates for the 2022
winter Games after four other
cities dropped out due to
financial concerns and a lack of
local support for the project.

Struggling Woods to miss
next week’s Honda Classic

Vinokourov
resigns as
Almaty bid
ambassador

Ryder Cup 2016: Darren Clarke ‘deserves’ to be captain – Jimenez

Darren Clarke on the phone moments after being announced as
Europe's new Ryder Cup captain.

Tiger Woods walks up the 13th during the first round of the
Farmers Insurance Open golf tournament at Torrey Pines
Municipal Golf Course - South Co.
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MO FARAH claims Great Britain team-
mate Andy Vernon questioned his
nationality after the double Olympic
champion won European 10,000m gold.

Somalia-born Farah, 31 – who beat
his fellow Briton to the 2014 title – said
Vernon suggested he did not deserve the
win because he was not European.

But Vernon told the BBC this was a
“huge, huge misrepresentation”.

“All I said, in a complete joking
fashion, was that I was European
champion,” said Vernon, 29.

Vernon said he considers Farah to be
British and has called for the pair to
“act like men and move on”. He says he
hopes his team-mate breaks the two-
mile record at the Birmingham Indoor
Grand Prix today.

The nationality claims were made by
Farah when he was questioned by
reporters yesterday about a row the pair
had on Twitter earlier in the week.

Farah has apologised but said their
past contributed to his frustrations.

The Olympic champion called Vernon
“an embarrassment” after he criticised
the lack of high-level competition to face
Farah in Birmingham.

Asked about the pair’s history, Farah
said: “We were sitting together [after

the European 10,000m] and there were
a number of staff and athletes there.
One comment he made, which I didn’t
really like, was to say that he should
have won the gold.”

“I was like, ‘What, the gold should
have been given to you?’ And I was like,
because he was the only European guy?
You can’t say something like that. I was

kind of biting my tongue at the time.”
“I don’t know what he meant but it

hurt me.”
Vernon rejected the suggestion he had

effectively called his team-mate a
“plastic Brit” in Zurich.

“All I said in a complete joking fashion
when we were all round the table, with
a few other people, in good spirits having

a laugh and a joke, was that I was
European champion,” Vernon said.

“Mo laughed at the time. We all
laughed about it and carried on the
conversation, that was it.”

“It was in jest, I meant nothing by it.
I’m not sure why exactly Mo has
misrepresented it and blown it up a
little.”

Vernon said he was also surprised by
Farah’s reaction to his initial tweet.

“If I did put the first jab in, he
certainly returned with a low
haymaker,” said the runner from
Hampshire.

Farah, who returned from altitude
training on Thursday, has said sorry for
the row being in the public domain.

“I do apologise. I should never come
out publicly and say some things but we
have to move on,” he said.

“Andy and I are not best friends, we’ll
never be best friends. That’s just how it
is.”

Vernon said he had tried to contact
Farah to clear up what he considers to
be a misunderstanding.

“I wanted to smooth it over and say,
‘Look Mo, if you had a problem with
what I said, I’m very sorry, I meant no
offence by it’,” he added.

SIMONA HALEP beat Caroline
Wozniacki 2-6 6-1 6-1 in the semi-
finals of the Dubai Championships
yesterday as the indefatigable
Romanian pounded her foe from the
baseline.

The Romanian top seed will be
favourite to overcome Karolina Pliskova
in Saturday’s Aviation Club final after
the Czech baseliner subdued Spaniard
Garbine Muguruza 6-4 5-7 7-5 in the
other semi.

“Day by day, I’ve played better – I tried
to be aggressive, I’m playing good tennis,
I’m feeling relaxed,” Halep said in a
courtside interview.

Halep, wearing a mauve skirt and
purple vest, struggled to find her range in
the opening exchanges as she
surrendered the first set with a double
fault.

But the Romanian, who feels she now
has the big game experience to win grand
slams following a breakthrough 2014,
began the second set re-energised.

She broke Wozniacki immediately,
taking advantage of a short second serve

to slug a forehand crosscourt winner.
Halep’s finesse, power and speed over

the court allowed her to level the match
as Wozniacki, suffering from illness and
a troublesome knee, wilted under
pressure.

The Romanian ended up claiming 12 of
the last 14 games as she secured a place
in the final.

“The first set I was playing pretty
decent,” two-time U.S. Open finalist
Wozniacki told reporters. “But start of
the second I made a few stupid mistakes
on important points.”

In the other semi-final,Pliskova proved
too consistent for Muguruza, who veered
between brilliant and bewildering.

Tough playing conditions could explain
some of the world number 24’s difficulties
– temperatures were in the mid-30s
Celsius as a sand storm engulfed Dubai
and drew a phalanx of helpers to sweep
the court beforehand.

But Muguruza was often wild in her
serving and too aggressive on return,
allowing Pliskova to keep the ball in play
and wait for the Spaniard to blunder.

YEARS of scepticism toward scientific
and technological innovation have been
wiped out recently as cycling has been
recovering from major drugs scandals,
according to former professional rider
and now team manager Jonathan
Vaughters.

American Vaughters, a former team
mate of Lance Armstrong’s who admitted
to doping during his career, launched
Slipstream Sports in 2005 and Garmin-
Chipotle – now Cannondale-Garmin
after a merger with the Italian team.
They started in the elite in 2008 on a
strong anti-doping stance.

A pro racer from 1994-2003, the 41-

year-old Vaughters has seen the worst in
cycling, but also experienced from the
inside the fight against doping, which
took a major turn in 2008 when the
International Cycling Union (UCI)
introduced the biological passport.

The focus could then turn on to
innovation to gain an advantage over
rival teams.

“When I started racing I had a SRM (a
power-measuring device), I was one of
the first with Stefano Della Santa and
(Greg) LeMond, it was three guys in the
peloton who had a SRM,”Vaughters told
Reuters at a Cannondale-Garmin
training camp.

“Now it’s standard that everyone
measures power.”

“In 2008 with David Millar we did lot
of wind-tunnel testing we had fast
equipment, we had a big advantage.
Nowadays that advantage is gone,” he
said.

All teams now measure power and look
to take the edge through minor gains on
positioning, suits and bikes.

“The scepticism regarding
technological developments has eroded
because in old cycling, in the end someone
would say we can gain five watts in the
wind tunnel if we exact your position and
use the perfect skinsuit and use this

special material or whatever... and then
the team doctor says, yeah, but we can
gain 50 by doping,” Vaughters said.

“We were a little bit demoralised
regarding technological development and
innovation.”

Riders now are known for trying to lose
weight in order to improve their power
ratio,an effort they would not necessarily
have had to make when doping was rife
in the sport.

“When I was racing, losing one kilo,
two kilos who cares, you know, because
you could make a big difference with
EPO – now you come down to losing one
or two kilos it’s a big advantage.”

Resurgent Halep ousts Wozniacki to reach Dubai final

Mo Farah ‘hurt’ by nationality question in Andy Vernon row

Doping in decline so technology now matters

Simona Halep of Romania returns the ball to Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark 
during their women’s singles tennis semi-final match February 20, 2015.

The row between Mo Farah (left) and team-mate Andy Vernon has escalated.
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BARCELONA – Ferrari
Formula One team principal
Maurizio Arrivabene has
pledged to run for the hills
barefoot if his drivers win four
races this season but he does
not expect that to happen de-
spite promising signs in test-
ing.

“Winning two races will be
fine. Three will be perfect.
Four and I run 100km with-
out shoes to the Maranello
hills,” the BBC quoted him as
saying on the second day of
testing at the Circuit de
Catalunya on Friday.

Arrivabene, who took over
as Ferrari boss in November,
said the team had made
progress but fighting for the
title and beating champions
Mercedes remained a tall
order.

Ferrari were top in three of
the four days in Jerez and sec-
ond fastest on both days in
Barcelona although times at
this stage are less important
than consistency and getting
in plenty of laps.

Australian Daniel Ricciardo
was fastest for Red Bull on
Friday but only 0.010 quicker
than Ferrari ’s Kimi
Raikkonen.

While Ricciardo did 143
laps, Raikkonen completed 90.

“It’s clear the others have re-
ally stepped up their game,”
said Mercedes driver Nico
Rosberg who handed over to

world champion team mate
Lewis Hamilton in the after-
noon.

“The lap times are surpris-
ing to us and it seems Ferrari
has made the biggest step at
the moment.”

There is however a suspicion
Mercedes are keeping their
powder dry for when it really
counts, the season-opener in
Australia on March 15.

Neither Mercedes driver
was on top form on Friday,
with Rosberg suffering linger-
ing back pain from a trapped
nerve and Hamilton returning
after a fever sidelined him on
Thursday.

Hamilton did 89 laps and
was fifth fastest, Rosberg 66
and was sixth.

“I’ve felt better but I miss
driving so I wanted to get in
the car. It’s been good today to
get out there and get some
laps in,” said Hamilton.

“The first test was just about
completing loads of laps and
today was the same so I’ve not
really started dialing the car
into how I’d like to perfect
it...but it feels good, similar to
last year but better.”

McLaren managed 59 laps
with double world champion
Fernando Alonso, despite on-
going engine concerns, while
Britain’s 2014 GP2 champion
Jolyon Palmer made his debut
as Lotus test driver and was
eighth fastest.

RED Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo
narrowly outpaced
Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen
and Williams’ Felipe Massa
on the second day of the sec-
ond pre-season test.

The three were separated by
less than 0.1 seconds at the
halfway point of Formula 1’s
preparations for the new sea-
son.

Lewis Hamilton and Nico
Rosberg of world champions
Mercedes finished fifth and
sixth fastest.

It was a better day for strug-
gling McLaren-Honda, who ran
problem-free.

Fernando Alonso set the sixth-
fastest time despite a cobbled-to-
gether fix for an engine problem
that had ended team-mate
Jenson Button’s efforts on
Thursday after just 21 laps.

Alonso completed more than
50 laps - by far the team’s
biggest single-day mileage of the
winter - and set relatively com-
petitive lap times, despite the
engine being down on power and
carrying a known problem.

Honda had warned on
Thursday that the temporary fix
they had put in place on the en-
ergy recovery system could well
fail again on Friday. A perma-
nent redesign of the faulty part
will be ready for Saturday, when
Button is back in the car.

McLaren racing director Eric
Boullier said: “It is good to fi-
nally put some laps and get the
programme running. We did
more than expected today and
caught up on the programme.”

He added that the team were
going through data-analysis
programmes, including check-
ing how the car behaved and re-
acting to set-up changes, and it
was “so far so good".

Ricciardo’s pace-setting time
was the fastest of the winter at
this track, beating that set by
Lotus’s Pastor Maldonado on
Thursday by nearly half a sec-

ond.
The Australian was 0.01s

quicker than Raikkonen, with
Massa a further 0.088s adrift.
All were running on the ‘soft’
tyre at the time, as was Alonso
on his best lap.

Hamilton completed a race
simulation run in the afternoon
at the same time as Ricciardo
and set his fastest lap – only
0.349s off the Red Bull – on the
medium tyre, which is said to be
about 1.2 seconds a lap slower
than the soft.

Both times were set on simi-
lar-length short runs,which sug-
gests the Mercedes continues to
have a significant advantage
over the rest of the field - as most
F1 insiders believed already to
be the case.

Rosberg’s best time - 0.982s
behind Ricciardo - was also set
on the medium tyre.

The German stopped running
at lunch time to rest a neck in-
jury and handed over to
Hamilton, who had only par-
tially recovered from a fever that
curtailed his running on
Thursday.

All the teams confirmed as
participants in this year’s cham-
pionship are at the test, where
Britain’s Jolyon Palmer was get-

ting his first taste of the new
Lotus.

The GP2 champion, the team’s
reserve driver, was seventh
fastest.

Pre-season testing times are
unreliable indicators of true
competitiveness as the teams do
not publish the fuel loads they
are using, which have a dra-
matic effect on lap time.

FASTEST TIMES, SEC-
OND PRE-SEASON TEST,
DAY TWO, CIRCUIT DE

BARCELONA-CATALUNYA
1 Daniel Ricciardo (Aus) Red Bull-

Renault 1:24.574
2 Kimi Raikkonen (Fin) Ferrari

1:24.584
3 Felipe Massa (Bra) Williams-

Mercedes 1:24.672
4 Sergio Perez (Mex) Force India-

Mercedes 1:24.702*
5 Lewis Hamilton (GB) Mercedes

1:24.932
6 Nico Rosberg (Ger) Mercedes

1:25.556
7 Fernando Alonso (Spa) McLaren-

Honda 1:25.961
8 Jolyon Palmer (GB) Lotus-

Mercedes 1:26.280
9 Marcus Ericsson (Swe) Sauber-

Ferrari 1:27.344
10 Carlos Sainz Jr (Spa) Toro

Rosso-Renault 1:28.945
* 2014 car

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. –
Paralympics bronze medalist
Amy Purdy will drive the hon-
orary pace car for Sunday’s
Daytona 500.

Purdy will drive the new
Toyota Camry that was re-
designed for 2015. She won
her medal in snowboarding in
2014 at the Sochi Paralympics.

Purdy took up snowboard-
ing at 15, contracted bacterial
meningitis four years later
and had her legs amputated
just below the knee. The Las
Vegas native is a three-time

World Cup Para-Snowboard
winner, founded the non-profit
Adaptive Action Sports organ-
isation and reached the finals
of “Dancing with the Stars” in
2014.

She appeared in a Toyota
television commercial during
the 2015 Super Bowl that fea-
tured Purdy snowboarding
and dancing to a voiceover of
Muhammad Ali’s “How Great I
Am” speech.

The Toyota Camry also
paced the Daytona 500 in 2012
and 2015.

Paralympics
medalist Amy
Purdy to drive
Daytona pace car

Ferrari play down
promising test
performances

Red Bull’s Daniel
Ricciardo edges Kimi
Raikkonen in Barcelona

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen set the second fastest time just 0.01secs behind Ricciardo.

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo
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LIVERPOOL boss
Brendan Rodgers has crit-
icised his players’ “eti-
quette”over a penalty kick
in their 1-0 Europa
League win over Besiktas.

Substitute Mario
Balotelli scored after tak-
ing the ball from Jordan
Henderson.

Captain Steven
Gerrard, working as a tel-
evision pundit, called the
Italian’s actions “disre-
spectful".

And Rodgers said: “I
don’t like the etiquette -
you don’t like to see four or
five players around a foot-
ball looking to take it.”

However the manager

added it was the right de-
cision and praised
Henderson for allowing
Balotelli to take the kick:
“He respected that Mario
is an outstanding penalty-
taker and was happy to
give it to him to take.”

There appeared to be a
disagreement between
Henderson, Daniel
Sturridge and Balotelli
over who should take the
kick which ensured
Liverpool won the first leg
last-32 game.

Rodgers tried to clear
things up by saying:
“There has been a lot more
drama made about it from
you [the media] than us.

CHELSEA have
barred two more fans
from attending
Stamford Bridge fol-
lowing an incident of
alleged racism on the
Paris Metro on
Tuesday.

Five fans have now
been suspended after a
black man was pre-
vented from boarding a
train before Chelsea’s
Champions League
game against Paris St-
Germain.

Chelsea say if there is
sufficient evidence of the
individuals’ involvement
they will get life bans.

Boss Jose Mourinho
said he was ‘ashamed’ by
the incident.

Amateur video shot at
the station showed a
man being pushed 
from the Metro train
while a group chants:
“We’re racist, we’re
racist and that’s the way
we like it".

The alleged victim has
since been identified 
as a 33-year-old man
known only as
Souleymane S.

Earlier he told BBC
Radio 5 live’s Drive pro-
gramme of his ordeal: “I
felt truly wounded to the
bottom of my heart that
I really couldn’t believe
it.

“We’re in 2015 aren’t
we and we’re in France.
We’re in a civilised coun-

try and when you are in
a civilised country there
are certain things you
can’t do.

“For me, it’s a humilia-
tion. I was humiliated in
my country. I was humil-
iated in front of my fam-
ily, humiliated in front of
my mother and father.”

He added: “Of course
it’s Chelsea’s responsi-
bility. It’s their support-
ers. Chelsea should call
my lawyer. And they
haven’t done that yet.”

A Chelsea spokesman
said the club were writ-
ing to Souleymane to
“apologise unreservedly”
and invite him to attend
a game as their guest.

The club added in a

statement issued on
Friday night that they
are grateful to the many
Chelsea supporters and
others who have pro-
vided information and
request any further de-
tails to be made known
to them.

Earlier in the day,
Mourinho told his
weekly pre-match news
conference: “The dress-
ing room reacted as I did
- with disappointment.
They condemn the situa-
tion and support the
gentleman involved.

“They feel ashamed
but maybe we shouldn’t
because these people in-
volved do not belong to
Chelsea Football Club."

Chelsea suspend two more
fans from attending
Stamford Bridge

Liverpool’s
Brendan Rodgers
critical over
Balotelli penalty

     



FOR RENT
1 Bedroom Apartment with bal-
cony. New Warrens City Centre

Washing Machine, Stove, 
Fridge, parking

$650 monthly excluding utilities
Viewing Wednesdays & 

Thursdays.
5pm - 7:00pm

Tel:429-8532/250-7873

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUCTION SALES
ED’s AUCTIONS

VIEW: 11 am 
SATURDAY 21 Feb

AUCTION OF                 
WALL HOUSE AND LAND

(595m2) At Blades Hill, St. Philip 
Directions: From Six Roads, 

pass King George Park, 
pass Three Houses Park, to first 

left turn over hill. 
(Follow Auction Signs). 

Bidding process: submit sealed 
bids in envelopes to  Manager, 
P.O. Box 734 B’Town.Bids must 
reach P.O. Box 734 B’Town, by 
6th March 2015. The Vendor re-

serves the right to refuse the 
highest or any other offer.

Auction sale today Saturday 
21st February 2015 of Antiques, 
collectables and other items at 
Colleton Plantation (.From Six 
Cross Roads pass road with 
meat market on right continue 
straight at junction take left turn 
then right turn towards District C 
and Massiah St.continue straight 
at Massiah St. Junction. Pass 
Lodge School and continue to 
Colleton Plantation . Left turn in 
to old factory Yard with chimney. 
Biege house on left)

Sale starts 10am.
Viewing 9am
Tel: 250-9161
Rita Lashley

JOB SEEKERS
Experienced Secretary/ Recep-
tionist/ Office Clerk seeks em-
ployment. Full or Part Time.
Mature lady. Own Transportation
Honest and reliable.

Please call:435-6171/232-5751

NEED YOUR PROPERTY
MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping, grass-
ing, spraying, mowing, forking, 
weeding, model: suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once 
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

CHURCH
NOTICES
JAMES STREET

METHODIST CHURCH
BRIDGETOWN

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2015

9:00AM
REV EZRA BARKER

4:30PM
MCCA MEN’S RALLY (AT BEU-
LAH METHODIST CHURCH)

HAWTHORN
METHODIST CHURCH

WORTHING
CHRIST CHURCH

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2015

6:30AM
BRO STEPHEN ST. HILL

9:00AM
REV GEORGE CLARKE

4:30PM
MCCA MEN’S RALLY (AT BEU-
LAH METHODIST CHURCH)

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 
.Building 

.Repainting
.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

PETS
DOG SHOW

The Barbados Kennel Club’s 
All Breeds Championship 
Show will be held on Sunday
March 15th 2014 at the Show-
ground, Waterford, St. Michael, 
commencing at 9.00 a.m. Judge 
Mr. Derek Smith (UK). Entries
close on Sunday 1st March 
2015 at 11.00 a.m. Show han-
dling classes commence on 
Sunday 22nd February at 9.30 
a.m. at the Showground and 
continue on Sundays March 1st 
and 8th 2015. For further details 
please contact the Show Secre-
tary at 417-0607 or bkc@carib-
surf.com.

28 • Saturday February 21, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

PRESTON (United
Kingdom) – Louis van
Gaal says he is relishing
the chance to face
Arsenal at Old Trafford
after Manchester United
earned a showdown with
the holders in the FA
Cup quarter-finals.

Goals from Ander
Herrera, Marouane
Fellaini and Wayne
Rooney booked United’s
place in the last eight
with a 3-1 win at Preston
North End in the fifth
round on Monday.

The third tier team
took the lead early in the
second half through Scott
Laird but van Gaal’s side
ultimately proved too
strong.

Their reward is a
potentially classic home
tie against Arsenal on
the weekend of March 7
and 8 after three
successive away ties
against lower-league
opponents.

“We have a draw at
home, which is important
in FA Cup matches,” van
Gaal said. “I am pleased
we can play against
Arsenal and at home.

“Every game in the FA
Cup is difficult to win
because every team is
giving everything.

“You have seen it also
in this round, how many
better situated teams
have lost so I don’t think
that of course when you
play against a lower
team then the chance to

win is always bigger.
“I am very happy we

can play now against
Arsenal and for the first
time we play at home.”

United and Arsenal
have both won the FA
Cup on 11 occasions, with
their last meeting in the
tournament won by
United in the last eight
in 2011.

Arsenal’s most recent
triumph came last season
against Hull City, while
United have not lifted
the trophy since 2004.

Shock lead
Van Gaal admitted he

feared for his side’s place
in this season’s
competition when Simon
Grayson’s men went
ahead through Laird.

Van Gaal’s response
was to introduce Ashley
Young and switch
formation and it paid off.

“Of course, when we
conceded a goal, we have
to fight again for the
victory,” he said.

"In the first half we
didn’t create ourselves
many chances so that is
why I changed the shape.
That was why I think we
made the goals.

“I have to give all the
credit to the players
because they have done
again everything and the
spirit in the team is
unbelievable.”

After being relatively
quiet in his role as a
midfielder, Fellaini was
moved further forward to

partner Rooney in attack
and the Belgian scored
the visiting team’s second
goal with what van Gaal
described as a “fantastic
training goal”.

Van Gaal said Fellaini
offered United an
alternative way of
attacking when
opponents became
difficult to break down.

“I have used a lot of
times already Fellaini,
more than ever and he
scores more than ever,”
Van Gaal said.

“He is a player that
when we cannot beat the
pressure with quality, we
can always beat the
pressure. That is a
quality.

“Now I have played
him for the first time in
his position but we have
a lot of players who can
play there.

“The whole team did it
well because they believe
also that we could do it
with this shape

“As trainer-coach or a
staff you can change the
system but your players
have to believe in it and
perform it and that is not
so easy and they do it
and not for the first time.
That is fantastic.”

Van Gaal also revealed
Robin van Persie would
be available to face
Swansea in the Premier
League on Saturday after
the Dutch striker missed
the match at Deepdale
through injury.

Van Gaal relishes 
Arsenal showdown 

ADELAIDE – If Pakistan
were looking for answers
for its wretched losing
streak against arch-rivals
India in the World Cup,
they need to cut to the
chase and begin with the
captain’s luck with the
toss.

When Misbah-ul Haq
called incorrectly before
Sunday’s 76-run defeat at
the Adelaide Oval, it was
the fifth time in six World
Cup outings that
Pakistan had lost the toss
to India.

In all those five games,
Pakistan failed to chase
down the target. The only
time India batted second,
at the Centurion in 2003,
the genius of Sachin
Tendulkar took the game
away from Pakistan.

Former Pakistan
captain Inzamam-ul Haq
is convinced India’s luck
with the toss has played
a major role in its 6-0
scoreline against the old
foes in the sport’s
premier 50-over
showpiece.

Why can’t Pakistan beat India
in the Cricket World Cup?

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=78313&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=78313&ReturnUrl=mailto:bkc@carib-surf.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=78313&ReturnUrl=mailto:bkc@carib-surf.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=78313&ReturnUrl=mailto:bkc@carib-surf.com
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MAJOR League Baseball
instituted several rule
changes yesterday
designed to step up the
pace of play amid growing
concerns that its games
are growing too long.

Among the changes is
that batters must keep at
least one foot in the
batter’s box unless one of
several exceptions occurs,
like time is called or the
pitcher throws a wild
pitch. Timers will also be
added to better track
time and guide players,
the league said.

MLB began to look for
ways to address the issue
in September amid fears
that fans of the national
pastime will become
bored with the escalating
length of games and flee
to other quicker-paced
sports.

The average MLB
game took three hours
two minutes last season,
nearly 30 minutes more
than it did in 1981.

“These changes
represent a step forward
in our efforts to
streamline the pace of
play,” Commissioner Rob
Manfred said in a
statement. “The most
fundamental starting
point for improving the
pace of the average game
involves getting into and
out of breaks seamlessly.”

The new timers will

measure non-game action
and the time between
innings and pitching
changes, counting down
from 2:25 for locally
televised games and from
2:45 for nationally
televised games. Batters
will be “encouraged” to
get into the batter’s box
with 20 seconds left on
the timer, MLB said.

Pitchers can throw as
many warm-up pitches as
they want prior to 30
seconds remaining on the
clock but will forfeit any
of their traditional eight
warm-up pitches that
they cannot complete by
that deadline.

Atlanta Braves
President John
Schuerholz, the chairman
of MLB’s Pace of Game
and Instant Replay
committees, said he
wants to take “measured
steps” to quicken
baseball’s pace.

“It is not an objective of
ours to achieve a
dramatic time reduction
right away,” he said. “It is
more important to
develop a culture of
better habits and a
structure with more exact
timings for non-game
action.”

All of the new rules will
be enforced through a
warning and fine system,
MLB said, with discipline
resulting for flagrant

violators.
MLB also announced

several changes to its use
of the instant replay
system, including
allowing managers to

challenge a call from the
dugout rather than by
approaching an umpire.

“We’re confident that
today’s announcements
will have a positive

impact on the pace of the
game without
jeopardising the integrity
of the competition,” said
MLB Players Association
Executive Director Tony

Clark.
The rule changes will

be effective in spring
training, the regular
season and the
postseason.

SAN FRANCISCO
Giants manager Bruce
Bochy underwent a
heart procedure to
insert two stents and
will be hospitalised
overnight, the team
said Thursday.

Brochy, who had a
physical on
Wednesday, felt ill one
day later and was
examined by a team
physician before being
hospitalised,according
to local media.

The 59-year-old
Bochy is said to be
resting comfortably
and was expected to be
released yesterday.

MIAMI Heat All-Star
forward Chris Bosh
could miss the rest of
the 2014-15 NBA
season if tests show he
has blood clots on his
lungs, according to a
report in the Miami
Herald yesterday.

Bosh, the team’s second-
leading scorer, was
admitted to a Miami-area
hospital on Thursday and
underwent initial tests
that proved inconclusive,
the report said.

According to the Miami
Herald, if further tests
show there is a
pulmonary embolus, or
multiple clots, then Bosh
would be out for the rest of
the season, and possibly
longer, while being
treated with blood

thinners.
“Our main thoughts are

with CB and his health
right now. He’s in good
care and spirits,” Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra was
quoted as saying on the
team’s Twitter account.
“It’s too early for any
speculation.”

The team did not
immediately respond to a
request for an update on
Bosh’s status.

Bosh, a ten-time All-
Star who won NBA
championships with
Miami in 2012 and 2013,
has averaged 21.1 points
and seven rebounds in 44
games this season.

Cleveland Cavaliers
forward LeBron James
reached out to Bosh, his
former teammate in

Miami, with a heartfelt
message.

“Wish I could be there
by your side this very
moment to tell a joke or
something homie. Just to
get your mind off what
you’re going through!”
James tweeted. “But I
know you’re strong and
will come back better than
ever on and off the court.”

World number one
tennis player Serena
Williams suffered a life-
threatening blood clot in
2011 that forced her to
miss several months of
action.

Former NBA player
Jerome Kersey died
earlier this week at 52
from a blood clot that
traveled from his left calf
to his lung.

Heat’s Bosh may miss
rest of season with
blood clots: Report

Major League Baseball issues new rules to speed up games

Giants
manager
Bochy
undergoes
heart
surgery

In this photo made with a slow shutter speed, Yankees starting pitcher CC Sabathia throws to the Baltimore
Orioles. MLB's pace-of-game rule changes focus mainly on the pitcher. 

Chris Bosh of the Miami Heat during practice at
Madison Square Garden.
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LONDON – Luis Figo revealed
proposals for a 48-team World Cup
and a $3.5 billion (3.1 billion euros)
windfall for national associations as
he launched his FIFA presidential
campaign on

Unveiling his manifesto at Wembley
Stadium in London, the 42-year-old
former Portugal winger said the
expansion of the World Cup from its
current 32-team format would be
“weighted towards non-European teams”.

“With that option, we will increase
substantially the tournament’s financial
income, which could be invested again in
grassroots football, and allow other
confederations outside Europe to have
more places in the World Cup,” he told
AFP.

One of his proposals for the World Cup
is to split it into two 24-team tournaments
played simultaneously on two different
continents, followed by a final knockout
stage in one country.

He said the expanded format, which
could be a 40-team or 48-team World Cup,
would only add three or four days to the
duration of the tournament.

Another of his proposals is the
distribution of half of FIFA’s $2.5 billion
revenues and $1 billion of FIFA’s $1.5
billion cash reserves to its 209 member
associations, principally for spending on
grassroots football.

The former Barcelona and Real Madrid
superstar also called for the restoration of

the ‘old’ interpretation of the offside rule,
“where a player is judged offside whether
directly involved in the play or not”.

Other suggestions include a debate
about the use of extra technology and the
testing of sin-bins for incidents of
“unsporting behaviour to referees”.

Figo is standing against incumbent
Sepp Blatter,Dutch football chief Michael
van Praag and FIFA vice-president for
Asia Prince Ali bin Al Hussein in the FIFA
presidential election on May 29.

Like van Praag and Ali, Figo has called
for the world governing body to become
more transparent following a series of
corruption scandals under long-serving
president Blatter.

“Mr. Blatter, I respect him as I respect
all the other candidates,” Figo said.

“He’s been leading the organisation for
many years and has made many positive
achievements for football, but I think
sometimes a point is reached when change
is needed.”

Figo played down suggestions that the
three challengers to 78-year-old Blatter,
who is standing for a fifth term, could
eventually pool their resources by rallying
behind one candidate.

“I don’t know if with one we’d be more
strong or not,” he said.

“My plan is to run to the end, to see the
most people as possible regarding the
presidents of associations and try to
convince them with my ideas, my
manifesto, and see what is good for the

governance and democracy of FIFA.”
He also confirmed that he would fund

his campaign himself and added: “The
decisions I made throughout my career
demonstrate I can stand on my own two
feet.”

Figo’s campaign has received the
backing of high-profile figures including
his countryman Jose Mourinho, the
Chelsea manager, former England captain
David Beckham and Brazilian World Cup-
winner Roberto Carlos.

FALL RIVER, Mass. – National Football
League star Aaron Hernandez bought
gasoline, gum and a cigar at a
Massachusetts gas station shortly
before prosecutors say he killed an
associate, a clerk from the station
testified yesterday.

Jwan Farhan, an employee at Blue
Hills Express, said in Massachusetts
Superior Court in Fall River that
Hernandez bought gas with his credit
card before entering the store off a
highway in Canton, Massachusetts, with
another person early on June 17, 2013.

“I held the door open for him to let
him in,” said Farhan, who was working
alone at the store and described
Hernandez’s behavior as “normal.”

Hernandez bought a blue pack of
Bubbalicious gum and a Black & Mild
cigar, Farhan said during the first of two
murder trials Hernandez will face this
year.

Prosecutors have said they found
chewed gum stuck to an empty .45
caliber shell in a dumpster at a rental
car agency after employees cleaned out
a car Hernandez returned the day the
body of his alleged victim, Odin Lloyd,
was found.

A teenaged jogger discovered Lloyd’s
body at an industrial park near
Hernandez’s house, and police found five
empty .45 caliber shells nearby. They
have not located the gun used to kill
Lloyd, who was shot six times.

BARCELONA – Barcelona coach Luis
Enrique has angrily denied claims by
striker Lionel Messi that their hot run
is down to a change in attitude.

The Catalan side have won their last
11 games in all competitions since they
were beaten away to Real Sociedad in
the first game back after the Christmas
break and are breathing down the necks
of La Liga leaders Real Madrid.

Luis Enrique and Barca’s key player
had a reported bust-up in the dressing
room following that game in San
Sebastian but had apparently since
buried their differences.

The coach has maintained the same
line over the last month and a half that
Barca are a team in transition that have
simply clicked into gear.

“I have no reason why I should change
my opinion. It is due to a continual
process over a season and nothing else,”
Luis Enrique told a news conference
yesterday.

He became visibly irritated over
repeated questions about the comments
from Messi ahead of today’s La Liga
game against Malaga.

“I am not interested in creating
problems and so I am not going to
discuss it further. If he thinks that way
then that is fantastic,” said Luis
Enrique. “I am only giving my opinion.
What I am interested in now is
preparing for the Malaga game, if you’re
interested in something else then that’s
up to you.”

Luis Enrique then refused to answer
more questions on the subject.

Messi, speaking at a publicity event in
Barcelona on Thursday, had told
reporters that the Sociedad game was a
turning point.

FIFA candidate Figo proposes 48-team World Cup

Barca good form not down to attitude change Ex-NFL star
bought gas, gum
shortly before
alleged murder

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi (right) celebrates his goal with teammate Pedro (left)
and Marc Bartra. 

Former Portuguese football player and FIFA presidential candidate Luis Figo
presents his campaign manifesto 'For Football' at the start of his presidential
campaign, at London's Wembley Stadium on February 19, 2015.

      



By Ashlee Cox

A CALL has been made for
the educational system in
Barbados to be reformed,
so that Barbados can see a
growth in graduates who
understand and respect
their civic duties and their
impact on social develop-
ment.

This call was made by CEO 
of the Pinelands Creative
Workshop (PCW), Rodney
Grant, as he addressed the
media at a recent press confer-
ence to commemorate the eve
of their 37th anniversary, held
at the Marcus Garvey Resource
Centre.

As noted by Grant, “If we
don’t address the education
problems, then this is the part
where we begin to talk about
law and order, this is where we
begin to breed deviant children
in society and it is time enough
that as we move into 50 years of
Independence as a country, that
somebody has the guts to begin
to look at the reform of our ed-
ucational system. It is really
critical and time requires it and
time demands it.”

Continuing, he stressed that
Barbados could not continue
with an educational system that
threw out people who were 
failing and then built special
schools for them. By the same

token, he stressed that the grad-
uates also needed to have more
than certificates, but also an un-
derstanding of the type of civic
engagement that was needed 
to continue to contribute to 
national development.

“No child should be exiting a
school system unless they have
some kind of hours in civic du-
ties and civic engagements. To
me that is very important, be-
cause we are just building and
throwing out robots into soci-
ety; people who have no sense of
duty, no sense of nationalism,
no sense of belonging to the
country, no sense of standing or
anything, they just want to get
a degree and a certificate and
get a big job and live big,” he
admonished.

As noted by Grant, these is-
sues were critical and fell from
Secondary to Tertiary educa-
tional institutions to inculcate a
level of responsibility and civic
duty to the country.

“No student coming out of
university should get that de-
gree unless they have made
some kind of contribution while
they are there. It should be
mandated and part of the 
degree that they make some
contribution; do something in
terms of civic duty to ensure
that you have that level of re-
sponsibility of giving back and
caring,” he stated.
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Range Rover,
Apes Hill Black
in winners’ row
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A ‘JAZZY’ PERFORMANCE: It was an entertaining night of glitz and glamour as
Broadway to Barbados 2015 came off at the Frank Collymore Hall on Thursday night. The show is a
collaborative effort to assist in raising funds for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Pictured, perform-
ers Danny Zolli (left) and Chuck Wagner (right), joined Carter Calvert as she performs ‘All The
Jazz’. (See also Pages 6 & 7)

‘TIME TO REFORM
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM’ 

     


