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By Kerri Gooding

THIS country’s youth are being
implored to concentrate less on
material gains, and instead seek
God and better values.

Making this plea on Ash
Wednesday was Archbishop of
the West Indies and Bishop of
Barbados, the Most Reverend
and the Hon. Dr. John Holder, at
the Cathedral of St.Michael and
All Angels.

According to him, this focus is
at the root of violence, crime and
the deterioration of the moral
fabric of the society presently.

During the 9:30 a.m. Mass
yesterday, he called attention to
the first temptation, noting:“We
cannot live by bread alone.

“There can hardly be a better
lesson for our youth, many of
whom are guided to believe that
bread alone can do it.

“We simply cannot live by
bread alone, we need more, we
need the word of God. We need
the things associated with God:
love, compassion, the power to
forgive, [and] the willingness to
reach out and help,” he stated.

“It is the bread alone approach
to life that fuels much of the
wrong that we see and experi-
ence each day. It is an approach
that is driven by the belief that
life, that the value of life that is
tied to virtues like compassion
and forgiveness is a secondary 
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Archbishop
warns youth
against love
of material
things

Archbishop of the West Indies and Bishop of Barbados, the Most Reverend and the Hon. Dr. John Holder (left) is urging young 
people to stop obsessing over material gains.

THE high cost of regional travel
remains a concern and the
Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB) is adamant that con-
certed efforts must be made to
bring those costs down.

That issue, and the role that
regional air carriers can play,
was raised and addressed by
senior officials of the CDB yes-
terday morning during its press
conference at the Hilton Hotel.

The Director of Economics, Dr.
Justin Ram, is recommending
that not only is there a need to
lower the cost of regional trans-
port for both people and goods,
but of equal importance, he
said, is the need to make intra-
regional travel easier.

“We did it in 2007 for the
Cricket World Cup and we
should be able to do it again.
There is also magnificent po-

tential for us to tap into global
value chains if we can improve
logistics within the region to
take advantage of, for example,
the expansion of the Panama
Canal and the expected in-
crease in global trade over the
next few decades,” he said.

Meanwhile, contending that
the cost of regional travel is a
matter that must be resolved
urgently, CDB President Dr.

Warren Smith weighed in on
the proposed restructuring of
regional airline LIAT, suggest-
ing that a more efficient air
transport system should help
to lower costs. His comments
came as he said that the chal-
lenges being experienced by
LIAT have to be addressed, as
the service it offers is not ac-
ceptable and is inefficient.
However, he noted these chal-

lenges are not new.
“The discussions that 

took place in Barbados last
weekend, as I understand them,
represented a commitment on
the part of the shareholder 
governments to pursue a 
solution to the long-standing 
issues surrounding air trans-
port in the Caribbean and 
especially as it relates to LIAT.

LOWER COSTS on Page 4

BRING COSTS DOWN

Female 
politicians only

getting ‘soft 
ministries’

PAGE 3

      



2 • Thursday February 19, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

A TORONTO-BASED
non-profit organisation
has made a monetary 
donation to the Ann Hill
School to fund that educa-
tional institution’s hydro-
ponics programme.

The Barbados
Ambassadors of Canada
on Tuesday made a pres-
entation of a cheque in the
sum of Canadian $3 000
to the school. This was
done by Vice-President of
the club, Mark Hoyte, at
the St. Michael special
needs institution.

Speaking to the media,
Hoyte stated that the do-
nated funds were raised
last October during the
charity’s annual event at
which Jockey, Patrick
Husbands, made a signif-
icant donation to the club
for the school. He also
stated that the charity
has been supporting the
Ann Hill School for the
past six years. This sup-
port, he explained, forms
part of an ongoing project
to the school aimed at as-
sisting its students dur-
ing their time there and
after they leave.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, Husbands said
he always wanted to give
back and was pleased to
do so.

“This is something I
have always wanted to do
in Barbados and I keep
butting heads … trying 
to donate money into
Barbados and going
through everybody for the
last 18 years of being in
Canada to donate money
into Barbados and it 
has been very difficult.
Fortunately, Alex worked
out something and I am
happy and proud to be a
part of this.”

Meanwhile, speaking
about the hydroponics
programme, which is ex-
pected to be started at 
the school by the end of
this month, Agriculture
Teacher, Karla Gittens,
said it was conceptualised
to introduce students to a
new area of agriculture.

“I realise that every-
body normally thinks
agriculture is one aspect
where you just go in the
garden and have a hoe

and fork. So I wanted to
show the boys in general
that there are different
aspects of agriculture. So
we included the hydro-
ponics programme, so
they can see that it is
growing plants from
water and then hopefully
we’ll integrate fish, which
is aquaponics. So I think
doing that would be
grasping their attention
and they can see they can
go even further.” (MG)

Students of the Ann Hill School breaking ground while Jockey, Patrick Husbands;
Vice-President of the Barbados Ambassadors of Canada, Mark Hoyte; Agriculture
Teacher, Karla Gittens; and Member of the Barbados Ambassadors of Canada,
Alex Waithe, look on.

ONE Government
Minister is of the view
that the Government
needs to find innova-
tive means of raising
funds in this recession,
as it works to offer ho-
listic housing solutions
to Barbadians.

This was the assertion
of Minister of Housing,
Lands and Rural

Development, Denis
Kellman, as he debated a
Resolution to approve the
vesting in the National
Housing Corporation of
parcels of land, situated
at Lead Vale, Christ
Church for residential
purposes.

On Tuesday, the
Member of Parliament for
St. Lucy urged, “We need

to get some money in as
fast as possible and that is
why we have to find some
creative ways, where we
might have to find some
systems where the Board
at the National Housing
Corporation (NHC) can
work with financial insti-
tutions to help us build
out our house spots, so
that we can make the nec-

essary money to put in the
infrastructure and we
repay for the infrastruc-
ture as we sell the lots, etc.
But it is very important
for us to create some activ-
ity as fast as possible.

“We cannot expect for
NHC to continue to do
canned programmes, but
we must be able to get 
the cash to ensure that 

we implement a total 
programme.”

At the time he was 
making the case for sell-
ing the two lots, which are
no longer required to act
as a buffer, as originally
thought.

He said, “This house
might be an asset to
Government, but housing
to NHC.They are not cap-
ital assets to Government,
but they are stock for us
and it is important for us
to get rid of the stock, and

that is exactly what we
have been doing.

“We have been outing
all the fires that had to be
out. We have been ensur-
ing that we reduce the
deficit that we have.”

Moreover, he affirmed
that efforts are continuing
to complete projects to
avoid a case where “you go
start and put yourself in
more debt and find your-
self in a situation where
you have large numbers,
but no completion”. (KG)

‘Find creative ways to raise funds’
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commodity in relation to
the bread, the physical
things we may believe are
due to us.”

Moreover, he urged that
at the national level the
example must be set for
the youth also, where we
see the development of
Barbados as more than
the physical demands and
improvements necessary.

He stressed,“We cannot
live by bread alone. We
cannot restrict the dis-
cussion of the meaning
and purpose of life to 
our physical needs. We
cannot, for example,
restrict the discussion of
the present condition of
our country and its future
to our physical needs and
physical development.

“There is far more to
the discussion as impor-

tant as the basic neces-
sities of life are in the 
eyes of God.There are the
critical essential human
qualities that are ab-
solutely necessary, if we
are to strengthen our
country and create a bet-
ter future for our young
people.”

Therefore, he upheld
Christ’s life as the tem-
plate, saying that, “The
miracles of Jesus tell of
his response to the phys-
ical needs of many whom
he met. He healed the 
sick and fed the hungry,
but he also preached the
kingdom.

“He gave us the Sermon
on the Mount where he
highlights some qualities
of life like going the extra
mile, sharing more than
we are asked to, and turn-
ing the other cheek, that
is, staying away from re-
venge.”

This elderly lady taking part in the Communion,
which formed part of the Ash Wednesday service at
the Cathedral of St. Michael and All Angels yester-
day.

Human qualities are
absolutely necessary,
says Dr. Holder

Vice-President of the Barbados Ambassadors of Canada, Mark Hoyte, presenting a cheque to Principal of the
Ann Hill School, Emelda Bell, on Tuesday, while Member of the Barbados Ambassadors of Canada, Alex
Waithe; Jockey, Patrick Husbands; and Agriculture Teacher of the school, Karla Gittens, look on.

Barbados Ambassadors of Canada gives back
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POLITICS is very hard on family life and
as such, women who have a desire to
enter the political arena must ensure 
that political and public life is truly 
what they want.

Parliamentary Secretary in the
Ministry of Tourism and International,
Senator Irene Sandiford-Garner,who also
serves as Principal Delegate to the Inter-
American Commission on Women (CIM),
gave this advice to a number of women
gathered at the Baobab Towers in
Warrens, St. Michael yesterday, for a
Leadership Training Workshop for
Women in the Community, which was
hosted by the Bureau of Gender Affairs,
in collaboration with the Youth 
Development Programme.The workshop
was held to mark celebrations for the Day
of Women of the Americas, a day desig-
nated by the Organisation of American
States to recognise the progress of women
in the area of politics.

Sandiford-Garner told the mix of
women gathered that some women are

still hesitant to pursue positions of 
leadership, as some find the challenges 
of juggling the roles in both their private
and public lives to be intimidating. She,
however, stressed that women should 
follow their gut feeling to determine if
politics is really for them.

“We all think that our families and
other things are more important some-
times than serving, but there comes a
time when you within yourself have to
know what is for you and you do not allow
others to influence that gut feeling. You
set out and you do it,” she remarked.

“I am not asking any one of you here to
neglect your family roles. I didn’t neglect
mine.When I made the decision to go into
politics, I made the decision when my
children were at an age where they would
not miss me, but each and every one of
you has to know your own priority and
what you can do and make that decision
despite the influences,”Sandiford-Garner
added.

“I took the step when I knew I was

ready, because politics is very hard on
family life. There is no woman in politics
who will tell you different. Some mar-
riages and relationships last,some do not
last. There are times when you go into 
politics and some people are not able to
juggle the attention they get in public life
with the attention that they are supposed
to get at home.There are times when you
find that the pressures of public life stop
you from making commitments that you
have mandated yourself to make… I am
going to be very frank with you,politics is
very, very hard on family life,” the female
politician stressed.

“The men have an easier job because
less is expected of them.We are expected
to do more and we are expected to do bet-
ter and we are expected to be successful
at whatever we do, whether it be home
life, whether it be public life. So I am 
just telling you that when you go in, be 
determined that that is what you want
because when you go in, you can’t turn
back,”Sandiford-Garner advised. (RSM)

FEMALE politicians are often not
seen as power brokers and as such,
are given “soft ministries” to lead.

This is the view of Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism and
International Transport, Senator Irene
Sandiford-Garner. Speaking yesterday
in her capacity as Principal Delegate 
to the Inter-American Commission on
Women (CIM) to a number of women
gathered at the Baobab Towers for a
Community Leaders Workshop for
Women to mark the Day of Women of the
Americas, Senator Sandiford-Garner
stressed that powerful ministries such 
as Finance and Transport and Works are
often given to men, more so than women.

“Women who step into politics very
often do not receive the financial sup-
port that the men do. And why is that?
Because the financial support goes to
who they feel will win the seats and
whom they feel will have the powerful
ministries. We usually get the soft min-
istries. We don’t get Finance, we don’t
get MTW (the Ministry of Transport and
Works), we don’t get the power-broking
(ministries),” Senator Sandiford-Garner
told the women gathered.

“I am being very honest with you here
this morning. Women are not seen as
power brokers.Therefore,whoever would
wish to support a female politician, would
wish to support a female politician whom
they think or feel will be able to have
those ministries which will have the
power and very often that is not the case.
So the reality is, in any instance, we do
not get the support that they (the men)
do. So that is one strike against you be-
fore you even start,” she emphasised.

Stressing that a number of women are
hesitant to get into politics, the Senator
suggested that most of our women do not
have the inner fortitude to go forward or
sometimes they are pressured.

“Most of them are not empowered to go
forward and some do not have that inner

strength that tells them that this is for
me, despite what you may say,” she com-
mented.

“When I started my mother said, ‘I
don’t think politics is for you,’ and she
said so for very many reasons. I think
that her mind would change today if she
were able to make that decision, because
some people do not know what is deep in-
side you, only you know,” she revealed.

“I am one of them who has had some
level of support to enter the political race,
because I was called forward, I did not
step forward. So I would say I was given
that level of support, but in return, it has
always been my desire to inspire all
women and to give them the same sup-
port I received and it may not always be
in politics,” the Senator however added.

(RSM)

By Kerri Gooding

BARBADIANS have been urged to pri-
oritise, while at the same time they are
being called to recognise that there is no
justification in doing evil to achieve
good.

Ash Wednesday saw this calling come
from Archbishop of the West Indies and
Bishop of Barbados, the Most Reverend
and the Hon. Dr. John Holder, as he 
delivered the sermon at the Cathedral 
of St. Michael and All Angels.

The Archbishop stated, “In the lan-
guage of the Bible, we must ensure that
we do not follow a way that is not right
in order to meet our needs. This is one
of the great temptations of life. We can
all fall prey to this one as we juggle pri-
orities in these difficult times to get
what we think may be good for us.

“But the call to the Christian always
is: ‘Keep a close watch over your choices
along the road to your goals. Keep a
close watch with the words of our Lord
ever before us.’”

He said that embedded within the
first temptation there is “the issue of
priorities”.

“In the face of hunger, one of our basic
needs, that is in many ways a priority in
life. We are reminded there is another
priority: ‘Having the type of discipline to
ensure that we will not do the wrong
things to get what we may believe is the
correct results.’

“It raises some serious questions
about making the ends justify the
means. For there can be the devil that is
evil in the mix.We may be influenced by
the voice that encourages us to 
support what is wrong as the means 
towards satisfying hunger, the means 
of getting what we may think is ab-
solutely necessary.”

Hence, as we begin the season of Lent,
he cautioned and encouraged that Jesus
offers another way. “The voice of Jesus
puts forward another position. We are
warned about going down this road.
For when we do so we will end up citing
material gain as a just and good reason
for travelling a morally questionable
road to achieve our goal.”

Furthermore, to the younger mem-
bers of society, he urged, “The message
of Ash Wednesday and the Lenten sea-
son to our young people living in a world
with so many temptations is simple:
‘Stay away from this road that encour-
ages you to do what may be wrong to
achieve your goals. It is one that can
only lead to destruction at many levels.’

“There is the warning that what we
often think we can get away with at one
level is sometimes there waiting for us
at the next. We always have to be care-
ful that we do not sacrifice our lives 
for what looks like easy and good im-
mediate gains.

“Jesus says a loud ‘No’ to this ap-
proach to life in the first temptation.
We are all to do the same. We are not to
give in to the temptation to short circuit
life, ignoring all of the moral, sane and
common sense guidelines that we are
aware of.”

Sandiford-Garner: Politics hard on family life

Female politicians only
getting ‘soft ministries’

‘Ends don’t
justify evil
means’

Some of the women in attendance at
the workshop. 

Senator Irene Sandiford-Garner,
Parliamentary Secretary in the
Ministry of Tourism and International
Transport and Principal Delegate to
the Inter-American Commission on
Women (CIM).

       



UNEMPLOYMENT in the re-
gion has been described as “stub-
bornly high”.

This says the Caribbean
Development Bank’s Director of
Economics, Dr. Justin Ram, is in
spite of the fact that over the
course of 2014, there was an im-
provement in the level of unem-
ployment in some of the borrow-
ing member states of the Bank.
Speaking at the annual press
conference of the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB),
which was held yesterday at the
Hilton Barbados, he said that
the overall trend in countries
like Barbados and St. Lucia is of
particular concern, a clear indi-
cation that steps must be taken
to reverse this trend.

“With over one-quarter of the
labour force unemployed in St.
Lucia, this poses a threat to fu-
ture prosperity in that island. It

is not all bad news however, and
the data suggests that the solu-
tion could be a regional one
where we need to allow the
movement of labour across bor-
ders,” he said.

Dr.Ram,advocating for labour
market flexibility in the region to
improve the situation with un-
employment,also said that there
needs to be a transformation in
the economies of the region. As
such, he said, there is a role for
the private sector - to be the en-
gine of growth. He explained
then, that with economic growth,
more jobs will be created.

Additionally, he said that edu-
cation also has a role to play in
helping to boost the economy
and also ensuring that the
labour force is adequately
trained. With that in mind, the
CDB official is recommending
that their member states focus

on this area.
“No economy can prosper

without the right skills and so
investment in quality education
is critical. Here we would like to
emphasise the so called STEM
subjects – Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
which would allow us to make
greater use of technology in our
production processes,” he noted.

His comments came as he
noted that the issue of youth un-
employment has not escaped the
CDB and efforts are currently
being made to properly examine
and analyse it.According to him,
the Bank is set to publish a
major study on youth unemploy-
ment in May of this year, and
through that study the CDB
hopes to provide policy prescrip-
tions which will outline how to
tackle this growing problem.
(JRT)

THE Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB) is
projecting that regional
economies will grow by an
average of two percent this
year.

Word of this came in the
Bank’s annual press conference
held yesterday at the Hilton
Barbados. Addressing the
media, Director of Economics,
Dr. Justin Ram, said this growth
will be led by countries such as
Guyana, Haiti, Suriname and
St. Kitts and Nevis, and modest
growth is expected in the re-
maining economies of the bor-
rowing member countries of the
CDB.

“The overall premise of these
forecasts are improved economic
performance of our major trad-
ing partners, as we expect more
tourists to arrive, improved
mining activity in the commod-
ity producers, and increased
construction activity, particu-
larly led by the private sector
and investment in tourism re-
lated activities,” he said.

His comments came as he of-
fered local and regional media
practitioners a glance at the re-
gional economic performance in
2014, noting that preliminary
estimates indicate that the re-
gional recovery continued last
year, with growth estimated at
1.3 percent. This, he said, was
however lower than what was
originally predicted.

He added that the fastest
growth rates for the period were
estimated for the tourism-de-
pendent economies of St. Kitts
and Nevis and the Turks and
Caicos Islands, with each expe-
riencing accelerated growth of
four percent or high, which he
explained was based on the
strengthening recovery in

tourism, and continued invest-
ment inflows for primarily
tourism and real estate-related
construction. Moreover, he said
that in 2014, almost all regional
destinations, with the exception
of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, recorded increases
in visitor arrivals, with both re-
gional and extra-regional source
markets showing recovery due
to improved airlift capacity and
intensified marketing.

The Director of Economics
noted however that while the
economies of the region
recorded growth in 2014, when
compared to other country
groupings, there is evidence
that suggests that they continue
to face structural problems, and
so did not perform as other
small island developing states
did.

“The high elasticity of de-
mand for leisure travel im-
pacted tourism significantly in
the downturn and this revealed
structural weaknesses in our
economies that are dependent
on tourism; this has also meant
that the effects have been trans-
mitted to the fiscal accounts.
When we compare ourselves to
other small island developing
states, growth rates have
lagged, and this suggests that
size might not be the major ex-
planatory factor.All in all, struc-
tural deficiencies in Caribbean
economies such as the cost of
doing business, the cost of en-
ergy and regulatory reform need
to be addressed if meaningful
and sustainable growth is to be
attained,” he contended.

Dr. Ram speaking then about
the fiscal performance of the
borrowing member countries
noted that structural problems
and effects of the great reces-
sion have resulted in deteriorat-
ing fiscal accounts, with deteri-
oration being seen in many of
the nine most heavily indebted
borrowing member countries.
On the other hand, he said three
countries saw marked improve-
ment. He explained that home-
grown adjustment programmes
have led to improvements in
Jamaica, Grenada and St. Kitts
and Nevis and he is urging
these countries to continue
along the path of fiscal consoli-
dation and growth enhancing
reforms.

“It is particularly important
that countries bring their level
of indebtedness within sustain-
able levels, since if this is not
achieved, debt will be a drag on
growth in the future and will
have a negative impact on the
daily lives and wellbeing of the
ordinary citizens.Therefore the
level of indebtedness and the
level of the fiscal deficit in
Barbados, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and St. Lucia are a
concern,” he said. (JRT)

LOWER COSTS from 
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Our expectation is, that this
time round, there’ll be major
strides undertaken to try to bring
some resolution to that problem.
If you have a more efficient air
transport system in the
Caribbean, reflecting LIAT and
whoever else might be the players
involved, it should have the effect
of bringing down the cost of intra-
Caribbean air travel,” the CDB
president said.

Reflecting then on the part that
the taxes charged,play in driving
the cost of travel up, Dr. Smith
said that the taxes can be as much
as 40 to 50 percent of the airfare.
However, he noted that while
LIAT was often blamed for this as
the taxes are reflected in the fare,
the airline was only the collector
of taxes on behalf of the countries.
(JRT)
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Director of Economics with the Caribbean Development
Bank, Dr. Justin Ram

MORE still needs to be done.
That was the message from

an official of the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB) yes-
terday morning, in response to
a question from the media
about the Bank’s take on the
fiscal consolidation pro-
gramme currently being pur-
sued in Barbados. Director of
Economics of the CDB, Dr.
Justin Ram indicated that the
CDB is concerned about the
level of indebtedness and over-
all level of deficit within
Barbados. He pointed out that
the overall fiscal balance re-
mains at an unsustainable
level and so he explained,
Barbados will need to have fur-
ther fiscal consolidation if it is
to get a handle on the economy
and correct the situation.

Dr. Ram said during the
press conference at the Hilton
Hotel, that once further fiscal
consolidation is pursued, it will
assist with the overall growth
in the country over the
medium term. At the same
time, he warned that in the
short term, it could have a neg-
ative impact on expenditure
levels and disposal income
among Barbadians, if steps are
taken to increase the tax take.

“Now I should say we don’t
only advocate for fiscal consol-
idation, we also advocate for
growth enhancing reform- how
can you also unlock the eco-
nomic potential that is in
Barbados? How can you make
it easier for businesses to in-
vest and grow the economy? So
that’s also very important for

us. So first we are saying the
Government needs to of course
consolidate further [and] bring
the deficit down to sustainable
levels, right now it is not at a
sustainable level,” he said.

He maintained then that it
is necessary that Government
also put in place the necessary
reforms to ensure that the pri-
vate sector can be the “conduit
of economic growth”, as this
could assist with the creation
of jobs. The CDB official said
that if that can be done, and
the investment climate for
doing business can also be im-
proved, it would spell good
news for the country over the
medium term.

“When governments look at
reducing their fiscal expendi-
ture there needs to be an ex-

amination of where efficiencies
can be gained. This could pos-
sibly have an impact on em-
ployment levels perhaps at
statutory bodies, or perhaps
even at the public sector, but
that doesn’t mean it has to be
bad news. If at the same time
government is consolidating
its finances it can encourage
the private sector to invest-
ment in the economy, then the
private sector can certainly, ac-
tually absorb any excess
labour out there on the market
and this is what we are encour-
aging,” the Director of
Economics said.

Ram’s comments came as he
indicated that the Bank pre-
dicts that economic growth in
the region will be sluggish over
the next year or two. (JRT)

Further fiscal consolidation needed

Regional growth
projected

Efficiency a
key factor

CDB concerned about unemployment

       



THE recent announcement
by the Government of
Barbados that Cabinet has
approved $3 million to go
towards bursaries for stu-
dents of the University of
the West Indies Cave Hill
Campus, may have come a
little too late.

President of the UWI Guild
of Students Damani Parris
says to date he is not sure how
many students will benefit
from the long awaited bur-
saries, as some students may
have already left the univer-
sity, unsure how they would fi-
nance their education, after
there was no definitive word
about the bursaries, which
have been long in coming.

Noting that approximately
1600 students had applied for

bursaries, Parris noted that he
could not say how many of
these students had dropped out
from the Campus, but he did
say that the university has
seen a decline in student num-
bers from around 6800 to 5022.
It could be he said, that a sig-
nificant number of persons who
dropped out, were awaiting
bursaries.

“While we are extremely
grateful for Cabinet’s decision,
we have to indicate that it is
our opinion that it may actu-
ally be too late. That does not
necessarily mean that we are
not grateful. It just means that
in a realists situation, we do
not know how helpful those
bursaries can be at this point,”
Parris remarked during a press
conference convened yesterday

in the conference room of the
Guild.

“What we are therefore call-
ing for the Government of
Barbados to do, is to ensure
that if and when we offer the
bursaries in the upcoming 
academic year, that we so do 
in a manner that is much 
more processed, to avoid a sit-
uation where the student 
body is again traumatised by
the action of the processing
time of government and essen-
tially where the student body is
hemorrhaging the students
that have been admitted de-
pendent on the bursaries be-
cause of the fact that the bur-
saries don’t come through in a
timely fashion,” he com-
mented..

“To my mind, there has to be

some substantial negotiation
with the Government of
Barbados and the University
of the West Indies, to try to en-
sure that there is a process in
place for the provision of bur-
saries, so that if the money does
not arrive on the day that reg-
istration takes place, that the
process itself has been ironed
out to avoid a situation where
students are essentially being
deregistered, then money is
paid on their behalf and then
you have to wait until next year
to come back. All of this is very
untidy and messy a system and
it simply has to be solved. And
we have to again look at the
prudence and the way that we
plan these initiatives, as we go
forward,” Parris indicated.
(RSM)
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Bursaries coming a little too late

TEACHER effectiveness is
something that all educators
must aim for, not for their only
progression, but more impor-
tantly for the development of the
young people that enter their
classrooms and to ensure that
they receive a solid education.

This is coming from Minister
of Education, Science,
Technology and Innovation,
Ronald Jones who delivered re-
marks at the Launch of the
Enhancing Teacher
Effectiveness Component of the
ESEP 2 yesterday at the Hilton
Barbados.

“Within our context, working
to enhance teacher effectiveness,
it is so not only so that our teach-

ers can become better, but that
our students can excel even more
within the context of effective
teachers. That is what we are
talking about and that is essen-
tially where we have to go.”

He said that this is not some-
thing that is unique to this is-
land, but an issue that teachers
across the globe are faced with.

“The whole notion of enhanc-
ing teacher effectiveness is one
that across the world is not a
unique scenario, is not a unique
discussion, it is not a unique
practice, it is not an evaluation,
a scenario that in unique to
Barbados. The dynamics of
human life means that we must
be constantly reviewing,evaluat-

ing so that we can become better
and that is part of the whole life
cycle really of human beings.”

Jones said teachers can cele-
brate successes, but they must
also use that as a time to reflect
on how they can move forward.

“A celebration is not every-
thing. It is that inner reflection
that is important.Where are we
going? How do we get there?
How do we equip those persons
that are important in the process
and in education,all persons are
important.”

In this regard, he echoed the
comments made by Education
Specialist,Social Sector Division,
Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB), Dr. Martin Baptiste and

Lead Consultant for the
Programme, Dr. Duffe Van
Balkom of the University of New
Brunswick that teacher effec-
tiveness can also be attained by
having educators constantly re-
viewing their curriculum to see
where improvements can be
made and then making these im-
provements.

“We have to constantly look at
our curriculum. We have to ex-
amine the pedagogy. We have to
ensure that there is mastery of
our subject matter. Important!
But there is also mastery of how
we interact with each child in
that classroom – each child as
an individual in that classroom.”
(PJT)

By Patricia Thangaraj

EVERY CHILD has some form
of talent and skill that can make
him or her successful in life.

This is according to Minister of
Education, Science, Technology
and Innovation, Ronald Jones
who delivered remarks at the
Launch of the Enhancing
Teacher Effectiveness
Component of the ESEP 2 yes-
terday at the Hilton Barbados.

He said that this is something
that teachers must remember.
“There are no foolish children in
this country. None! There are
people with different talents and
abilities that we have to capture
and mould.”

The Minister of Education
stated therefore that teachers
must act accordingly in trying
to bring the best out of each child
that enters their classrooms re-
gardless of their where they
came from.

He said that this includes the
single mother with two children
who cries behind the scenes, but
does her best to make sure that
her children go to school and re-
ceives a good education so that
they can have the life that she
was not able to have and it is
mothers like this one that should
never be made to feel as if there
is no hope for her children.

“If the teachers are not in the
classrooms, she will be frus-
trated. She will not be able to
live the dream through her chil-
dren’s education. She can’t and
therefore she sees dismay and a
dismal future. Teachers cannot
or should not allow those who
they teach and those who inter-
act with them to see a dismal fu-
ture.The can’t.They shouldn’t. It
is a profession of love. It is a pro-
fession of care.”

He said that one of the ways
that teachers can show that they
care is through their passion for
teaching.“How do we share that
emotion that we as human be-
ings carry anyhow? Passion is
part of that emotion. And do we
bring passion as effective teach-
ers into our teaching.”

Teachers must also not suc-
cumb to a defeating attitude
when it comes to teaching cer-
tain students.“But if we take the
self defeatish strategy. If we take
the marching boots when we
speak of dark times often as
Martin Carter spoke – and I am
sure you know that particular
poem ‘this is the dark time, my
love.’ We should not embrace
that. This is not the season of
oppression, dark metal and
tears.This is the season of joy, of
hope, of living, of making things
better for the love and for the fu-
ture. I look forward for all of you
working to ensure that dark
times do not prevail, but that
light which is eternal continues
to shine.”

President of the UWI Guild of Students Damani Parris (left) speaks about the announcement of the approval of bursaries,
with Guild Secretary Kibibi Cumberbatch by his side.

Hope for
each child

Teacher effectiveness must be worked on

       



6 • Thursday February 19, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

A PLEDGE has been
made to maintain and to
encourage others to build
on the legacy left by the
late Sir Harcourt Lewis.

This pledge was made
by Leader of Government
Business Senator
Maxine McClean as she
paid tribute to Sir
Harcourt in the Upper
Chamber yesterday
morning.

Saying that Sir
Harcourt was a pioneer
in relation to several
aspects of the lives of
Barbadians, she noted
that this was done in
spite of the humble
circumstances into which
he was born.

The Leader of
Government business
highlighted his
involvement in a number
of organisations such as
the Methodist Church,
the Democratic Labour
party, the Scouts

Association and the
instrumental role he
made in the Credit Union
movement of the
Barbados Public Workers
Cooperative Credit
Union Ltd.

She noted that he was
able to guide the
principles of the Credit
Union, particularly in
the area of good
governance and would
have made a significant
contribution to the
financial well being of
Barbadians.

Pointing to the many
organisations to which
he was associated,
Senator McClean said it
was a lesson in his
capacity to juggle many
responsibilities, not just
as a figure head but very
involved in the trenches.

“I believe that we have
to find persons like that,
who gave selflessly, who
did not look for any

particular reward but
who felt that because
they were a part of this
little country [they]
needed to give of their all
and at the [end of the]
day to make a
difference.”

Senator McClean said
she was thankful that
after joining the Credit
Union as a volunteer she
had an opportunity to
work with Sir Harcourt.
“Someone who
understood
management, the
importance of good
governance, the
importance of
volunteering and giving
of your time and talent.”

“I am thankful for
what he has done for
Barbados. Grateful that
he was afforded the time
by his family who would
have sacrificed much...,”
Senator McClean said.
(JH)

Build on his legacy 
DEMOCRATIC Labour
Party Senator Irene
Sandiford- Garner says Sir
Harcourt Lewis was never
a headline seeker.

“He volunteered his
services without any
regard for recompense.His
reward was in seeing
things completed well and
projects completed
successfully.”

During her tribute to the
late Sir Harcourt in the
Lower Chamber,she noted
that he epitomised a
generation of Barbadian
men and women who could
truly lay claim as real
nation builders.

“Men like Sir Harcourt
were not headline seekers.
He did not pretend to be
leader and he was not
elevated through the
media to leadership, he
was a true leader in every
sense of the word. His

recognition was a natural
corollary of his superlative
successes,” she said.

Saying that she has
studied the man and
aspires to be like him, she
noted that he left public
life with his good name
intact.

“He left public life with a
legacy because his sole
purpose was to serve and
he was sincere in that
purpose. To serve [his]
country to the best of his
ability and in so doing earn
the respect of his peers and
Barbadians at large.”

“Men like him did not
leave public life with
mansions and luxury
cars... and we see some of
them today. Even former
Prime Minister who seem
not to wish the trappings
that some of this
generation and beyond
would seek to have as

leaders.”
Senator Sandiford-

Garner said Sir Harcourt
was always a man
concerned with the plight
of his fellow human beings.
“In his methodical way he
started inculcating the
habit of thrift in the
members of the Savings
Society. So that when he
was ready to move the next
step, to lobby the six other
members to go forward to
gain accreditation for
Credit Union, he had the
full support of that Savings
Society to go forward.”

She noted that this first
application was denied,
“but in the true Sir
Harcourt spirit, he
persisted and the Civil
Service Credit Union was
founded followed by the
BPWCCUL in 1977 – the
largest CU in this country
to date,” she said. (JH)

Sir Harcourt was never
a headline seeker

“A MAN by which men
should be measured
and a man of which
we all should be
proud.”

That’s how Opposition
Senator Wilfred
Abrahams described Sir
Harcourt Lewis as
tributes flowed in
memory of the late
pioneer in the Upper
Chamber yesterday
afternoon.

Describing Sir
Harcourt as the ultimate
public servant, he said
his achievements are
rooted in service where
he always gave of his full
self. He noted he was a
friend of the labour

movement, pioneer of the
Credit Union movement,
pioneer in the banking
industry – handpicked
by then Prime Minister
Tom Adams to shepherd
in the Barbados National
Bank.

He noted that coming
from humble beginnings,
to be held by those with
whom you do business as
a methodical and fair
man speaks volumes.

Abrahams described
Sir Harcourt as a hard
core member of the DLP
one who served as a
Minister of the Crown
under Prime Ministers
Barrow and Sandiford.
He also highlighted his

contribution to the Boy
Scouts Association of
which he gave 70 years
of service, contributing
to the l ives of  many
young men over the
years.

“Let us not
underestimate the
contribution of one who
does it out of duty, but
out of a sense of giving.
That gift to the young
boys that he would have
mentored probably
means more to them
than most of other things
they have done.”

“A great son of the soil
is one whose greatness is
seen by everybody. A
man that can walk down

the street anywhere in
the world with his head
high, knowing that he is
where he is and he is
walking in comfort by
reason by his virtues and
his conduct and
achievements.”

Abrahams also
highlighted the role of
his family and wife of
Claudette Lady Lewis,
saying that their union
provided the backbone
and foundation from
which Sir Harcourt was
able to propel himself.
“The union of two fine
people makes those two
people better than their
individual self,” he said.

(JH)

Abrahams pays tribute
to ‘great son of the soil’

The late Sir Harcourt Lewis. Photo credit BGIS Media.
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children out of  the
current state of
underachievement and
that can be done working
in partnerships.”

Jones said that
teachers must therefore
be partners with the
students that they
interact with in their

classrooms, the
principals of the schools,
other teachers and all of
the parents of  the
children. Because if this
is not done then the
financial investments
Barbados has made in
education will not be
fruitful.

“The teacher is a
partner with the student

in the classroom. The
teacher is a partner with
the professional leader of
the school. Must be! And
if all don’t work together,
all  with parental
support, the millions
upon millions of dollars,
hundreds of millions of
dollars that was invested
in education over time
will not prove in fact

efficient nor effective.
And therefore the time
has long passed when
fractious behaviour
should be the hallmark
of what we do.”

He also urged all to
remember that this is a
continuous process since
we are living in changing
times. Therefore, it is not
a time for persons to

criticise educators, but to
praise them for the work
that they have done and
to remind them that
more can still be done,
stated the Minister of
Education.

“It is important that as
a collective, we further
enhance our
partnerships in the
delivery of education. We

are not yet there and we
will never be there. It is
a changing world,
changing cycles, and
when we stand and we
pull it down, when we
stand and we trash it, it
takes the eyes of others
to say to us, ‘Are you
mad? You are doing well.
There is more that you
can do’.”

Partnership in education process needs development

        



MINISTER OF Finance
and Economic Affairs
Chris Sinckler says a little
known fact is that
Immigration officials have
an integral role to play in
the management of
demographics in a
country.

He was speaking on the
Immigration
(Amendment) 2014 Bill
where he noted that this
type of management is not
easy.

“And immigration
services are called upon
whether they want to do it
or not, or whether they
understand what they are
doing or not, and I believe
they do. But they have a
critical responsibility in
the management of social
demographics when large
numbers of persons who
can then be contextualised
as a community within
communities, move from
outside the country into
the country, for whatever
reason.”

“They don’t all come one
time, they come
individually, but when you
put them together they
can constitute a group.
And as much as we

romanticise ourselves and
to some extent it’s true, it’s
a historical fact, colonial
experience – there are a
lot of fundamental social
and cultural differences
between the people of the
region and a lot of
differences in
socialisation.”

Sinckler, a former
Immigration officer also
made the point that social
cohesion within a society
can easily be disrupted if
persons are simply
clamoured together.

“We know it from
dealing with domestic
activities, you take up a
set of people from one
place and mass move
them to another set of
communities, you do that
you can have a clash of
community cultures. The
same people, same
country, but because they
have been socialised
differently and have
different views.”

“So therefore when the
immigration policy is
being executed by the
officers... when they are
doing that they have to be
mindful of what it is that
the legislators [and] the

policymakers wanted to
achieve or prevent so that
they can be successful in
the execution of the

responsibility and the
achievement of the
objective,” he said.

(JH)
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ATTORNEY General
and Minister of Home
Affairs Adriel
Brathwaite says
suggestions that
Barbados has been
deporting large
numbers of individuals
from other CARICOM
territories is not true.

He sought to set the
record straight on
Tuesday as he wrapped up
debate on the
Immigration
(Amendment) Bill 2014 in
the Lower House, where
he noted it was suggested
these acts were carried out
in the dead of the night.

While not having exact
figures to hand, he said it
was less than half a per
cent of individuals that
come to the island’s
shores.

Minister Brathwaite
said the matter came up
during the Shanique
Myrie matter, and
research was conducted
and it was monitored.

“There are obviously
times when someone may
not satisfy our
immigration laws and we
refuse them permission to
land. We, like most of our

CARICOM brothers and
sisters, have a system
where persons are
checked before they land
so that when an aircraft
leaves London for example
and coming into Barbados,
before it arrives in
Barbados, we would have
done our security checks
on every passenger on
board.”

“From time to time
things are found that
would suggest a passenger
is undesirable. He may
have a criminal record, a
history of abuse of young
children or something like
that, and we would deem
him to be undesirable.”

The attorney general
also addressed the way in
which student visas could
be more efficiently
handled, recognising that
there are some persons
who use the application
process but do not actually
go to school.

“There is a thought in
fact that our present
processes... given the fact
that from a security
perspective that everyone
coming into Barbados is
scrubbed against
INTERPOL and other

databases, that it may not
be a bad thing in terms of
added efficiency if we did
student visa applications
when persons land in
Barbados as opposed to
what presently obtains.”

“The argument was
posited that what happens
is that an individual may
apply before he arrives in
Barbados. [The individual]
receives his student
application but doesn’t go
to school. Because he gets
his application, we
certainly don’t follow up to
see if he is going to the
institution he is supposed
to be going to.At least if he
comes here and does the
interview etcetera, you
may get a better sense
first hand to see whether
or not what he is saying to
you is in fact so.”

“The fact that in
particular that we can
almost instantaneously
now conduct a security
check against the
individual – be only thing
that we then need to be
concerned about when the
individual is here is
whether or not he can pay
for his education. And
obviously the institutions

that he is coming to will
not take him in unless he
is able to pay for his
education,” he said. (JH)

FINANCE Minister
Chris Sinckler says the
myth that persons have a
natural right to enter or
exit a country must be
debunked.

He joined the debate on
the Immigration
(Amendment) Bill 2014
where he said that there
seems to be the mistaken
impression that the
Immigration Department
has a ‘problem’ with
persons entering or
exiting a particular
jurisdiction.

“It can become very
contentious because there
is a belief among people,
even within the context
of agreements that we
have signed or a part of,
that there is a natural
right for people to enter
and egress the country as
they may feel like doing.
That myth must be
exploding. There really is
no natural right for
anybody to enter and exit
a country as they so
please. Those privileges
are granted within the
context of policy and what
the country itself wants
to achieve utilising its
immigration policy.”

Sinckler stressed that
the first responsibility of
Immigration is to control,
protect, enhance and
ensure that stability
exists at the border of a
country.

“If you give someone

that responsibility and
you put that within the
context, within they are
to operate, one cannot
then expect that when
persons are executing
that responsibility that
they are to do it to your
particular liking.”

“That is not to say that
they are to do it with
blatant disregard for your
feelings, your ambitions
or even your rights, but
they have to do it with a
level of conscientiousness
not only to the ambitions,
wishes and desires of the
persons who want to
enter a country or for that
matter leave, but to do so
with the understanding
that the Immigration has
a responsibility first and
foremost to protect.”

“I am a regionalist... I
believe in the movement
of persons and the
relatively free movement
of persons. But I know
that with great power...
and free movement in the
context of a regional
movement is a power...
comes great
responsibility.You have a
responsibility to
understand that I have
even in the context of
surrendering that part of
my national sovereignty
to determine my
immigration policy, I still
have the responsibility to
protect the citizens of my
country.” (JH)

Immigration officials’ roles challenging

‘Natural right to
exit’ debunked

Large scale regional deportations
not true, says Attorney General

Attorney General and
Minister of Home
Affairs, Adriel
Brathwaite.

 



ONE of the strong messages that came out at the re-
cently held Love, Poetry and Song show, which took
place at the Hilton Barbados, was that self-love was
one the greatest types of love – if not the greatest –
and needed to be embraced by individuals. Such a
love enables persons to make wiser decisions pertain-
ing to self, to others and even to a Divine Power.

Self-love, one can argue, has come under attack
from the onslaught of perceptions of beauty promul-
gated by the media and espoused by others in our
homes, workplaces and wider society. The less saga-
cious amongst us are unable to discern between truth
and myth.

Though some would like to think differently – that
we have graduated from what was before – the
Western world is still arguably driven by a patriar-
chal and sexist mindset which in many ways, creates
the mold for women’s beauty.We see this daily in our
commercials and through the appearance of those
normally chosen to publicly represent our compa-
nies, organations and countries in various engage-
ments.

It was of interest to us to note that our obsession
with the way we look has been used as one of the
claims to highlight so-called western hypocrisy in its
fight against Female Circumcision, known also as
Female Genital Cutting or Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM), which refers to the removal of some or all of
the external female genitilia.This procedure is prac-
ticed in several countries within Africa,Asia and the
Middle-East but there is also a growing prevalence
within diasporic communities in the Europe and
North America. International efforts to persuade
FGM practitioners to abandon it started in the 1970s,
and in 2012, the United Nations General Assembly
recognised FGM as a human-rights violation, voting
unanimously to continue those efforts.

The hypocrisy, some critics to such efforts say, lies
in the fact that Western states seem not to be as ag-
itated by the preponderance of cosmetic surgeries
being performed – not for health concerns or for re-
structuring after a major accident – but to “improve
oneself” aesthetically, for female “empowerment” and
for the enhanced sexual sexual satisfaction of one's
partner.

Ironically, those results are the same reasons cited
by female circumcision communities. Despite the
horror stories, including FGM resulting in infections,
infertility, chronic pain and even death, research on
communities who practice it reveals that women find
the appearance of circumcised genitalia attractive,
hygienic, a necessity for enhanced male sexual sat-
isfaction and a primary indicator of womanhood.

Let us be firm in saying that we do not support any
form of FGM,particularly due to the fact that it is per-
formed on children, as opposed to cosmetic surgery
performed on persons who willingly give their con-
sent. However, in condemning the former, we must
also disapprove of some of the motives which drive
the latter.

In another (albeit less) controversial issue, the mat-
ter of self-love regarding Afrocentrism amongst
Caribbean people took preeminence in the last few
months, climaxing this month when we celebrate
Black History. Again, we have been encouraged as
Barbadian and as Caribbean people to stop seeing
darker skin, kinkier hair, bigger lips (or other parts
of the anatomy) as inferior to characteristics more in
line with those of the Caucasian race.

The flood of responses which ensued from deci-
sions taken by the Royal Barbados Police Force and
Harrison College earlier this year, surrounding how
those within those organisations ought to wear their
hair, stirred up emotions and evoked reactions char-
acteristic of a people who, in some ways, have yet to
find peace on issues of race, origin and self-perception.

Editorial

Practise 
self-love ATHENS – Greece’s par-

liament on Wednesday
elected pro-European con-
servative Prokopis
Pavlopoulos as the coun-
try’s new president, a
move calculated to bolster
the hard-left government
in its critical EU bailout
talks.

The former minister
and expert in public law
was put forward for the
post in a bid to draw
much-needed cross-party
support as debt-laden
Greece races to negotiate
a new loan deal with its
international creditors.

Pavlopoulos, 64, who
takes up a largely hon-
orary post, was elected to
a five-year term with 233
yes votes in the 300-seat
chamber. He had to secure
over 180 votes to win.

His election “shows a de-
sire for national unity re-
garding (Greece’s) credi-
tors,” political expert Elias

Nicolacopoulos told AFP.
He was considered a

safe choice, being largely
untainted by the contro-
versy surrounding the
country’s loathed bailout
obligations, agreed to by
the former conservative
government.

While Pavlopoulos did
not vote against austerity
measures brought in by
his New Democracy party,
he distanced himself from
stringent austerity meas-
ures many Greeks said
were strangling the econ-
omy and punishing the
poor.

“He took a critical posi-
tion on the memoran-
dum,” the hated deal
which laid down the
bailout rules,
Nicolacopoulos said.

Parliament broke into
applause when the results
of the election were an-
nounced.

It was the country’s fail-

ure to elect a president in
December that triggered
the snap poll that brought
the radical left Syriza
party to power last month.

His nomination was de-
layed earlier this week re-
portedly after disagree-
ments within Syriza
about the choice of candi-
date.

The government’s
choice of Pavlopoulos puz-
zled some within the
party, as his legacy is in-
consistent with the new
hard-left government’s
pledges to revolutionise
political life in the country.

But Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras had said
the new president had “a
proven democratic sensi-
tivity, a high feeling of na-
tional conscience, and...
enjoys broad approval in
society and parliament.”

His career has not been
entirely devoid of contro-
versy, however.

Pavlopoulos was ac-
cused by critics of filling
thousands of public sector
jobs with friends and sup-
porters of New Democracy
during his stint as inte-
rior and public adminis-
tration minister from
2004 to 2009.

His reputation was hit
again by the 2008 riots
that broke out on his
watch after the death of a
15-year-old Greek stu-
dent, Alexandros
Grigoropoulos, who was
shot by police in Athens.

More recently, the mild-
mannered Pavlopoulos
was criticised for not lift-
ing a finger to help a fe-
male Communist law-
maker, who was struck in
the face by a neo-Nazi
politician during a morn-
ing talk show in 2012.

But supporters applaud
Pavlopoulos’s diplomatic
finesse and legal expert-
ise.

NADOR, Morocco –
Precious Omoregbe, a 2-
year-old with bright eyes,
has lived most of her short
life in a crude tent made of
branches and a plastic
tarp. It sits in a refugee
camp on the side of a pine-
covered mountain over-
looking the
Mediterranean that her
Nigerian parents hoped
one day to cross for a new
life.

Her mother Happy
stays in the camp while
her father Osas begs for
food in the nearby city of
Nador. He and thousands
of other migrants from
sub-Saharan Africa flock
to the city in hopes of find-
ing a way into nearby
Melilla, a Spanish city on
the North African coast
that is seen as a shortcut
to Europe.

“She’s doing good, but
the way we are living is
very hard for my baby,”
said Happy Omoregbe, as
she scolded her daughter
for playing with the sting-
ing caterpillars that infest
the ground. “Every day it
is very cold and we have to

find clothes to wear.”
But Morocco’s tolerance

for the tens of thousands
of African migrants living
within its borders appears
to be at an end, as Europe
pressures it to crack down.
Starting Feb. 10, police
began sweeping through
camps like this one, burn-
ing down tents and deport-
ing migrants to cities in
the deep south, far from
Europe’s borders.Activists
fear it may be a prelude to
kicking them out of the
country altogether.

Precious’ family is one
of many caught in the mid-
dle as Morocco struggles
for ways to cope with its
migrant crisis. The whole
Mediterranean region is
grappling with waves of
refugees fleeing poor and
war-torn homes for the
wealth of Europe.

Last year, Morocco an-
nounced a groundbreak-
ing new approach that
would allow illegal immi-
grants to apply for resi-
dency. The flip side is that
those whose bids are re-
jected face a no tolerance
policy of camp closures

and relocations.More than
a thousand immigrants
have been caught in the
sweep, including many
who had applied for legal
status, according to ac-
tivist groups.

“We are stunned by this
new reaction, by these at-
tacks that have been car-
ried out over the last few
days,” said Abdeslam
Amakhtari, the president
of a development organi-
zation in Nador. “We de-
nounce them and demand
the rights of the migrants
be respected and they be
given a chance to integrate
in Moroccan society,”

Amakhtari’s group,
Asticude,had initially wel-
comed the new policy and
worked with migrants
around Nador, helping
them apply for residency
and educating them about
Moroccan society. But now
he says the government’s
new sweeps are betraying
their promise to help inte-
grate the migrants.

“You can’t have this con-
tradiction between the
laws and the practice,” he
said referring to the rhet-

oric of integration and the
recent police sweeps.

The organization also
receives funds from the
Ministry of Migration to
buy food and supplies to
distribute to the same
camps that are now being
raided, reinforcing a sense
of conflicting policy.

One of the reasons for
the inconsistency,
Amakhtari said, is that
while Morocco finds itself
under pressure from
Europe to stem the tide of
illegal immigrants, it also
wants to improve relations
with sub-Saharan coun-
tries. The new program of
legalizing immigrants and
even integrating them into
society was seen as a way
of balancing these priori-
ties.

Just hours before the
first police operations
began, Moroccan officials
announced that of 27,000
residency applications,
18,000 had been granted,
with women and children
getting automatic accept-
ance.Those rejected would
be allowed to appeal the
decision.

Migrants scattered by
Morocco’s immigration policy

Conservative Pavlopoulos
elected Greek president

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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THE role of Sir Harcourt Lewis
during the tumultuous period
in the early 1990s has been
highlighted by Senator Sir Roy
Trotman.

During his tribute to the late
Sir Harcourt in the Upper
Chamber yesterday, Sir Roy
while highlighting the many
achievements of this son of the
soil recalled that in the 1991-
1994 period, then a Minister of
the Crown he was given the re-
sponsibility in 1993, by Prime
Minister Sandiford to deal with
the labour movement in the
area where there would be some
“dysfunction”. “The IMF and
World Bank had invaded the
country and part of their solu-
tion not unlike the solution that
may be in European Union, was
that we should make house
rents become triple what they
were and that we should more
than double bus fares.

“We felt that with workers
having undergoing significant
cut backs in the programme the
IMF had set down for that 18
month recovery programme

that could not be done. I recall
having some fairly muscular ex-
changes with the Prime
Minister of the day and where
he and I were able to have an
understanding that there were
going to be changes… and he
would assign Harcourt Lewis to
deal with the situation.”

He said the group sat down
and worked out the best ap-
proach and brought some meas-
ure of consolation and appease-
ment to people who were signif-
icantly worried during that 18
month period.

While alluding to the other
areas of which he had tremen-
dous influence, he highlighted
the Credit Union and the vision
he showed. “The respect which
the Credit Unions generally
have had over the years is due
in no small measure to the work
that was done by people like Sir
Harcourt in bringing trans-
parency and order and busi-
nesslike attitude to the work of
the Credit Union.

He noted that even though he
never missed an opportunity to
lead, he never felt that he was
“high and mighty.”

“Very often politicians reach
the stage where they believe
that because they are the lead-
ers they are far beyond the peo-
ple they lead that quite often,
the people who are being led do
not hear the music that they
are supposed to march to.”

“He was not one of those per-
sons and as we grew together in
that party, the DLP we both
grew together understanding
that the leadership of that party
the Right Excellent Errol
Walton Barrow, that he believed
that the highest order for any-
one was the order for service
and I believe that Sir Harcourt
distinguished his contribution
to the party in that regard,” he
said. (JH)
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CUSTOMS and immigration of-
ficers must begin to see security
cameras as their friends.

This was the view shared by
Minister of Home Affairs Adriel
Brathwaite as he spoke on the
Immigration (Amendment) Bill
2014 on Tuesday in the Lower
House.

Speaking specifically to the
issue of the installation of cam-
eras within these areas at the is-

land’s port of entry, he stated
that it was time to move past
the view that cameras infringed
on the privacy of individuals.

“I cannot understand why
there is some resistance to cam-
eras at certain areas of our
points of entries because if there
is one lesson that we should
have learned from the Myrie
case is that if we had cameras all
across the airport much of the al-

legations would have proven to
have been not worth the paper
they were written on but there
has been some resistance in
some quarters for cameras. I
want to encourage them … to
see the technology as their
friend. See the technology as
there to protect them as opposed
to snoop to see if they are doing
their jobs,” the Attorney General
stated.

He therefore also encouraged
unions to get on board with this
train of thought, noting that
these cameras would ensure the
protection of employees, espe-
cially in light of any accusations
being leveled at them.

Brathwaite also took the op-
portunity to comment on the
training those employees have
undergone in terms of recogniz-
ing human trafficking, noting

that this was going well.
He noted that no longer were

victims seen as previously as
“persons who were infringing
our laws, and who should be re-
ported as quickly as possible”.

“We now have a more victim
centered approach. The officers
are very keen and understand
their work,” he stated, thanking
these individuals for their work.
(JMB)

LESS than 0.01 per cent of
visitors to this island are de-
nied entry.

Revealing this figure,Minister
of Commerce, Industry,
International Business and
Small Business Development
Donville Inniss stated that while
reports made it appear as
though large numbers of per-
sons were turned away from
Barbados, this was far from the
truth.

“Only .01 per cent of persons
coming into this country are de-
nied entry and that is so for
quite legitimate reasons,but you
listen to persons and you feel as
though there are plane loads of
people being sent out and some-
times you do not appreciate the
fact that those officers are help-
ing to keep a level of stability in
this country,” he stated, noting
that more must be done to re-
lieve the stress and the burden
placed on immigration and cus-
toms officials.

Making his contribution in the
Lower House yesterday during
the Immigration (Amendment)
Bill 2014, Inniss also reminded
visitors that immigration offi-
cials have the right to ask them
questions.

“I am not making excuses be-
cause you have to be profes-
sional at all times in the dis-
charge of your duties, but I have
also seen instances where indi-

viduals have been so rude to
them, acting as though they
have the right to be in this coun-
try and the right not to be asked
any questions and I wish to sup-
port the Attorney General on
this point and say to
Barbadians, our immigration of-
ficers have the right to ask you
questions besides the input that
is on your forms. They are secu-

rity officers as well and they
have the right to ask you ques-
tions,” he stressed.

In addition,he mentioned that
the fees charged by the immi-
gration department were rea-
sonable, noting that many
Barbadians complained about
these while keeping silent on the
charge of applying for a visa
from the US embassy. (JMB)

ONE government minister is
up in arms on the make up of
the Caribbean Court of Justice.

Speaking in Parliament on
Tuesday, Minister of
Commerce, Industry,
International Business and
Small Business Development
Donville Inniss expressed his
concern that since the inception
of the court in 2004, no
Barbadian judge had yet been
permitted to preside in the
court.

Pointing out that only four
Caribbean countries have
signed on to it being the final
court of appellate in ten years

since its inauguration, he said
that even though Trinidad had
yet to join, several of that na-
tion’s judges have been permit-
ted to sit on its bench.

“Today, ten years after the
CCJ has been established, and
Barbados being the first one to
sign on, paying all the dues, you
cannot get one Barbadian judge
sitting in the Court of Justice. I
say something is fundamentally
wrong with that and there are
those who sit in lofty positions
in this country, who I can hear
saying that that should not be
an issue, that the CCJ is there
for everybody, we should not

make nationality an issue,” he
pointed out.

Inniss noted that recently two
Barbadian had applied for a
post of judge for the CCJ, but
neither had been successful.

“Another Trinidadian got
through. Mr. Speaker, I feel very
passionately about this issue. I
am very much a regionalist...I
am not saying for any moment
to not continue to support what
we have signed on to, but I re-
ally cannot help but to say that
I am deeply troubled by the ab-
sence of Barbadians on the
Caribbean Court of Justice and
by the place being administered

by citizens of countries who
have refused and find all kinds
of excuses not to have the CCJ
as a final court of appeal. I
think this is a matter we have
to be very frank about in this
country. There are those who
will always say, ‘oh you being
nationalist’ and ‘you are not
committed to regional integra-
tion’ and all of that, but when it
suits them fine, once they get-
ting all the largesse and the top
picks,” he stressed.

He stated that there were
several Barbadians that were
competent enough to be serv-
ing on the CCJ. (JMB)

Cameras are your friends, says AG

Low numbers denied

Minister Inniss not pleased

Sir Roy
remembers the
late Sir Harcourt

Minister of Commerce, Industry, International Business
and Small Business Development Donville Inniss.
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THE cost of living in Barbados
was slightly lower last
December compared to the
previous month as reflected by
the index of retail prices.

In fact, of the nine items
making up the basket of goods
and services which are meas-
ured by the index of retail
prices, seven of them recorded
price reductions.

This is according to the
Barbados Statistical Services’
latest bulletin on the move-
ment of the index for
December 2014.

The Government depart-
ment said that the index of re-
tail prices for December (2014)
stood at 171.1 points, which
represents a decrease of 0.6
per cent when compared with
November (2014) index of
172.2 points.

Major reductions were
recorded Transportation which
declined 5.1 per cent; and Fuel
and light which was down 4.6
per cent.

Other items for which there
were declines were: Alcoholic
Beverages and Tobacco (0.3 per
cent); Housing (0.2 per cent);
Household Operations and
Supplies (0.6 per cent);
Clothing and Footwear (0.6 per
cent); and Medical and
Personal Care (0.2 per cent).

Increases were recorded for
Food (1.3 per cent); and
Education, Recreation and
Miscellaneous (0.1 per cent).

PRESIDENT and chairman
of the Barbados Vagrants
and Homeless Society,
Kemar Saffrey believes that
Barbados is “good on giv-
ing”.

Saffrey was speaking after a
recent presentation where the
society received $10 000 to fur-
ther fund its programmes from
leading commercial bank, CIBC
FirstCaribbean International
Bank.

He said the funds had come
at the right time,helping to keep
the organisation sustainable
until additional funding came.
“We survive solely on our own
but we are hoping to receive a
subvention from this year.
Barbados is good on giving 
even if it’s not normally in as
large an amount as the one 
we received from CIBC
FirstCaribbean,” Saffrey ex-
plained.

He added the injection of
funds would make a “good im-
pact” because the society would
be able to continue rolling out its
programmes to clients.“We have
over 240 clients about 60% of
whom are active, who receive
continuing support whether
through our breakfast pro-
gramme, counselling or other
initiatives,” the president said.

In thanking CIBC
FirstCaribbean for its timely
support, Saffrey said:“We really
appreciate the bank’s support
because it came at a point 
when it was really needed.
We’ve worked with CIBC
FirstCaribbean in the past and
would love for them to provide
support on a yearly basis and

adopt the organisation. We re-
ally need funding.”

In terms of future plans, the
ambitious young man said the
society was working on provid-
ing a shelter for the homeless
and on implementing a parish
programme to provide de-
centralised assistance in part-
nership with the community.
“We’re trying to move in the di-
rection of doing more pro-
grammes,” he explained.

The society’s programmes in-
clude: “At the crossroads”, a
house re-integration programme
for 12 vagrants a year; “Direct
care ministry”, which provides
in-office assistance to persons on
the street; and “Lost”, a feeding
programme which includes a 
bi-annual health fair, HIV test-
ing and on-the-spot counselling.

Donna Wellington, CIBC
FirstCaribbean’s Managing
Director, Barbados in present-

ing the funds said the bank was
pleased with the programmes of
the society.

“We’re impressed and touched
by the work that the society con-
tinues to do in reintegrating va-
grants and homeless persons
into mainstream society. It was
an easy decision to support their
work as they provide holistic
care for those in dire need and
circumstances,” Ms. Wellington
noted.

Cost of
living dips
slightly

Barbados ‘good on giving’ 

Donna Wellington, CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Managing Director, Barbados (left) in presenting Kemar
Saffrey, President and Chairman of the Barbados Vagrants and Homeless Society with funds to
further its programmes, said she was impressed and touched by the society’s ongoing work. 

London – Oil prices fell yester-
day before the release of a re-
port on US crude inventories
and as traders kept an eye on
the crisis in crude exporter
Libya.

US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate for delivery in
March shed $1.35 to $52.18 
a barrel compared with
Tuesday’s close.

Brent North Sea crude for
April delivery slid $1.46 to
stand at $61.07 a barrel in late
London deals.

The US Department of
Energy will release its weekly
stockpiles report today, with
analysts expecting an increase
in crude inventories.

Last week’s report showed
that US crude inventories al-
ready reached their highest
levels on record for this time of
the year.

Rising crude stockpiles 
indicate softer demand in 
the world’s biggest economy

and top oil-consuming 
nation and is a dampener on
prices.

Ahead of today’s report, offi-
cial data showed US industrial
output rebounded modestly in
January after slowing the pre-
vious month, with production
of business and consumer
goods and utility output offset-
ting the oil and gas sector slow-
down.

The Federal Reserve’s
monthly industrial production
index released yesterday rose
0.2 per cent to 106.2 in
January, and was up 4.8 per
cent over 12 months.

Traders were also keeping an
eye on developments in north
African crude oil producer
Libya.

Infighting and sabotage in
Libya has reduced output to
150 000 barrels a day, down
from a high of almost 1.5 mil-
lion barrels per day, according
to analysts.

Oil prices fall on eve 
of US inventory data

HILTON Worldwide Holdings
Inc, owner of the Waldorf
Astoria hotel brand, forecast
lower-than-expected earnings
for the first quarter and full
year as a strong dollar makes 
it more expensive for foreigners
to travel to the United 
States.

Hilton expects “recent sharp
movements” of the dollar
against the euro, Australian
dollar and yen to hurt adjusted
earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation and amortisation
by $35 million-$45 million,
Chief Financial Officer Kevin
Jacobs said.

Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide Inc, owner of the
Sheraton and Westin brands,
also forecast a profit below es-
timates last week, citing the
strengthening of dollar that
eats into revenue from outside
the United States.

Hyatt Hotels Corp reported

lower-than-expected quarterly
revenue yesterday. Marriott
International Inc is scheduled
to report after markets close.

Hilton CFO said the impact
from the dollar would be the
hardest in the company’s leased
business. A significant portion
of leased properties are outside
the United States.

The owned and leased busi-
ness brought in about 40 
per cent of Hilton’s 2014 rev-
enue.

The dollar is expected to keep
rising after gaining nearly 13
per cent against a basket of
major currencies in 2014.

A 10 per cent appreciation in
the dollar typically results in
about 2 per cent fewer interna-
tional visitors annually, Adam
Sacks, president of Tourism
Economics, told Reuters last
month.

Fewer foreign tourists would
especially hurt Hilton’s key

markets in New York and
Hawaii.

Hilton’s owned hotels busi-
ness was “pretty reliant” on
New York even after selling the
Waldorf Astoria New York,
Macquarie Research analyst
Chad Beynon said.

The company, which also
owns the Conrad brand, gets
about three-quarters of its 
revenue from the United
States.

The company said yesterday
it expected an adjusted profit
of 10-12 cents per share for the
first quarter and 78-83 cents
per share for the full year.

Analysts were expecting
earnings of 15 cents per share
for the first quarter and 85
cents for the year, according to
Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.

Hilton’s quarterly adjusted
profit narrowly missed market
expectations despite a seven
per cent rise in revenue.

Hilton forecast disappoints as
travelling to US gets costlier
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WASHINGTON – A 21-
year-old ghost haunts
US President Barack
Obama and his allies
as he presses Congress
for enhanced powers
to make trade deals
with Japan and other
nations.

Obama says new trade
deals will avoid the short-
comings of Nafta, the
1994 North America Free
Trade Agreement with
Mexico and Canada,
which many Americans
blame for big job losses,
especially in manufactur-
ing.

Pro-trade groups say
globalism, technology and
other factors caused
many of the losses. Still,
they are scrambling to
show that post-Nafta
deals have been better for
US workers, and they say
more agreements are
needed.

Near the heart of every
trade argument lurks
Nafta, a breakthrough
deal passed mainly by
Republicans in Congress
and signed by a
Democratic president,
Bill Clinton. Liberals,
labour unions and others
denounce Nafta almost
daily. They say it’s the

blueprint for new propos-
als being pushed by
Obama and – once again
– a mostly Republican
constituency in Congress.

Not true, say Obama
and others.

“Past trade deals
haven’t always lived up to
the hype,” Obama ac-
knowledged in last
month’s State of the
Union speech. “I’m asking
both parties to give me
trade promotion author-
ity to protect American
workers, with strong 
new trade deals from Asia
to Europe that aren’t 
just free but are also 
fair.”

In a White House meet-
ing last week with black
lawmakers, Obama said
trade deals of the 1990s
were flawed, and “any
new trade agreement will
not make the same mis-
take”, said Rep. Hank
Johnson, a Democrat.

A pro-trade, pro-
Democratic think tank,
Third Way, issued a study
on showing that post-
Nafta trade deals, on bal-
ance, have benefited the
United States. The group
examined the nations’
post-Nafta trade deals,
which involve 17 nations.

Using federal govern-
ment data, it studied only
goods, not services, which
are a US strength.

The study found that in
13 of the 17 countries, the
US balance of trade im-
proved after free-trade
agreements took effect.
Even when the other four
nations are counted, the
study said, the average
annual US trade balance
improved by US$30 bil-
lion among the 17 na-
tions.

The study averaged the
annual US trade deficit
or surplus with each na-
tion for the decade before
its trade deal took effect.
It then made the same
calculations for each year
after the deal was in
place. It converted all
findings to 2014 dollars,
to account for inflation.

The brightest spot was
Singapore, where the av-
erage US trade balance
rose by nearly US$12 bil-
lion a year since their
trade deal began in 2004.
The worst was South
Korea. The average US
trade deficit expanded by
US$4.8 billion after the
Korea Free Trade
Agreement began in
March 2012.

“Many policymakers
and interest groups re-
flexively oppose new
trade deals because of the
hangover from Nafta,” the
Third Way study said.
“But post-Nafta, trade
deals were negotiated
with higher standards.”

The study’s co-author,
Jim Kessler, said the
higher standards mostly
involved environmental
and labour safeguards,
which were omitted from
Nafta’s main document.
He acknowledged that
many labour and environ-
mental groups criticise
Obama’s trade plans.

“But at some point you
have to make a deal,”
Kessler said, and US 
failure to enact new 
trade pacts will cede con-
trol to countries such as
China.

Obama and Republican
congressional leaders are
pushing two proposals at
once. The Trans-Pacific
Partnership, or TPP, is a
pending trade agreement
with Japan, Australia
and nine other Pacific
Rim nations. China is not
included.

Lawmakers say TPP
won’t pass unless
Congress first gives

Obama trade promotion
authority, known as TPA
or “fast track” power. A
TPA bill sets guidelines
but lets the White House
send Congress a trade
proposal to adopt or re-

ject, but not amend.
Every president since
Franklin Roosevelt has
had some form of en-
hanced trade-dealing
powers, but Obama still
lacks it.

NAFTA shadows Obama’s efforts
to seek clout for trade deals

US President Barack Obama.

SWISS prosecutors have
searched offices of the
Geneva subsidiary of
HSBC bank in an inquiry
into alleged money-laun-
dering.

They said they were in-
vestigating HSBC Private
Bank (Suisse) and “per-
sons unknown for sus-
pected aggravated money
laundering”.

The investigation could
be extended to people sus-
pected of committing or
participating in money
laundering.

HSBC said it was “co-
operating with the Swiss
authorities.”

The raid comes more
than a week after allega-
tions first emerged that
HSBC’s Swiss private
bank may have helped
wealthy clients evade tax.

HSBC published a full-
page advert in several
weekend papers contain-
ing an apology over the
claims.

The chief executive of
HSBC’s Swiss private

bank, Franco Morra, said
last week it had shut
down accounts from
clients who “did not meet
our high standards”.

Mr Morra added the
revelations about “histor-
ical business practices”
were a reminder that the
old business model of
Swiss private banking
was no longer acceptable.

HM Revenue &
Customs was given the
leaked data in 2010 and
has identified 1 100 peo-
ple who had not paid their
taxes.

Last week, HSBC ad-
mitted that it was “ac-
countable for past control
failures”, but said it had
now “fundamentally
changed”.

The bank faces criminal
investigations in the US,
France, Belgium and
Argentina, but not in the
UK, where HSBC is
based.

HSBC said it was “co-
operating with relevant
authorities”.

Swiss police raid
HSBC’s Geneva office

BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for February 19th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling

Euro 2.25876    2.30111              
Pound Sterling £ 3.07238    3.12998              
Canadian $ 1.59874 1.63218
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25452      2.30111              
Pound Sterling £ 3.06661 3.12998              
Canadian $ 1.59572 1.63218              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.22192 2.31548
Pound Sterling £ 3.00227 3.14953              
Canadian $ 1.58669 1.63362              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01734
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31599



THE Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) team that ob-
served Monday’s general
election in St Kitts and
Nevis said the elections
process “had the potential
to disturb and even disrupt
the electors’ peaceful exer-
cise of their franchise,” but
praised the voters of St.
Kitts-Nevis “for their en-
lightened response to these
challenges”.

The CARICOM team headed
by the former chairman of the
Guyana Elections Commission,
Rudy Collins, said it focused its
attention on the conduct of the
elections itself and observed the
activities at over 50 of the 123
polling stations.

“The process in virtually every
instance was orderly and ap-
pears to have been administered

within the context of all the rel-
evant laws, rules and regula-
tions,” the CARICOM team said,
noting “the elections process, in
its legal, institutional and oper-
ational aspects, presented nu-
merous challenges that had the
potential to disturb and even
disrupt the electors’ peaceful ex-
ercise of their franchise”.

The mission said that it was
commending the voters for their
“enlightened response to these
challenges” adding “the matu-
rity of their response resulted
in the satisfactory conclusion of
all the activities on elections
day, free of any significant inci-
dent that would inhibit the ex-
ercise of their democratic right
to vote for the candidate of their
choice”.

It said it was against this
background that it was “deeply

concerned” at the delay in pub-
licly communicating the results
of the poll.

Supervisor of Elections,
Wingrove George, defended his
decision to delay the announce-
ment of the winner of the elec-
tions, and apologised to the na-
tion “for the length of time this
might have taken, but we have
to remember that sometimes to
be sure we have to take our
time.

“The writ issued by the
Governor General to the
Returning Officers they have up
until the 18th (February) to give
me the final decision. “So even
though it might be long, it is not
unlawful, it is not illegal and
they would not go wrong in tak-
ing their time to do what they
have to do.

“Like I said…there were cer-

tain processes to go through, we
had challenges, we had reviews,
and it would have been very un-
professional of me, as
Supervisor of Elections to go
and make announcements
while the whole process will be
revisited because if anything
was to take a different turn I
would have had to be updating
and retracting statements,”
George said.

The CARICOM team said
that it would analyse the ex-
pressions of various stakehold-
ers with whom it held meetings
that included ” uncomfortable
frankness” of the “many legal,
institutional and administrative
challenges with which they had
to cope and which in their collec-
tive view had an ongoing impact
on the effectiveness the St. Kitts
and Nevis elections process as a
whole.

The team added it would be
making “substantive recom-
mendations for future action to
be initiated by the CARICOM
Secretariat, towards ensuring
that common regional stan-
dards become the hallmark of
elections in member states of
the Caribbean Community”.

Meanwhile, the Electoral
Observation Mission of the
Organization of American
States (OAS/EOM) said it has
noted that the delay in counting
and announcing the winner of
the elections, won by Team
Unity, an amalgam of three op-
position parties, were related to
two main issues.

“First, counting started late
due to instructions given to re-
turning officers with regard to
the transportation of the ballot
boxes of the early voting, car-

ried out on February 14 for es-
sential services personnel and
security forces. Second, chal-
lenges were presented during
the counting process and some
of the results were presented
during the counting process and
some of the results were being
contested.”

The OAS team said it was con-
gratulating Prime Minister-
elect Timothy Harris and the St.
Kitts and Nevis Team Unity for
the victory “and calls on all ac-
tors to respect the official re-
sults announced by the electoral
authorities.

“The OAS/EOM considers
that, at this point, priority
should be given to a calm and or-
derly transition. Nonetheless, a
number of technical and proce-
dural issues observed during
this electoral process should be
addressed during a post elec-
toral period. In this sense,and in
the spirit of helping the electoral
authorities and citizens of St.
Kitts and Nevis strengthen
their democratic process, the
Observation Mission will be is-
suing a more detailed report
with its observations and rec-
ommendations.”

THE government of Mexico has
approved in excess of US$45
million to fund the Antigua &
Barbuda Labour Party (ABLP)
2,000 initiative.

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne told a press conference
yesterday the loan agreement
of US$40 million and a further
grant of US$5 million will be
used to propel the project which
has already started.

“Our government has started.
There are at least two sites that
we have actually developed the
land.There is one site which we

have actually started construc-
tion, so we are not relying exclu-
sively on external assistance,”
Browne said.

Construction is in progress on
three of the model houses at the
Dredge Bay site. Sixty of the
project houses are earmarked
for this site, which will also
serve as the headquarters for
the National Housing and
Urban Renewal Company.

“Within a period of two weeks,
the first home they have al-
ready reached the level of the
lintels, the foundation was com-

pleted, the super structure
walls have been put up within a
matter of two weeks,” Browne
said

“We believe that we can raise
the resources to build about
2,000 homes.With the Mexican
facility, I believe out of that we
should be able to get about 800
homes. In terms of funding from
domestic resources, we are
pretty sure we can also raise
funding, perhaps between five
or four to seven years to do an-
other 1,200 homes,” the PM
added.
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne (centre) led a walk through at the Dredge Bay site, one of the
areas earmarked for the 2,000 homes project. (OBSERVER media photo)

Prime Minister-elect 
Timothy Harris

DAYS AFTER LIAT an-
nounced plans to rebase two of
its aircraft to Barbados and cut
scores of jobs, Prime Minister
of Antigua and Barbuda
Gaston Browne has inter-
vened.

Browne has written to
Chairman of LIAT Shareholder
Governments, Dr Ralph
Gonsalves asking him to stay
any further action on the deci-
sions taken at a recent share-
holders’ meeting until Cabinet
has had an opportunity to meet
and discuss the matter.

In the letter, Browne re-
minded shareholders of
Antigua & Barbuda’s heavy in-
vestment in the airline and the
economic consequences of any
decisions made regarding
LIAT.

“We understand that LIAT is

in a very precarious position.
But, at the end of the day, our
economy is also in a precarious
position, and I just want to get
all the facts together,” he said
in an interview on Tuesday.

Browne said he would be
calling a meeting with the com-
pany’s Antiguan directors to
get the details of the meeting.

The prime minister further
levelled blame for the current
predicament at the former
United Progressive Party
(UPP) administration for al-
lowing Barbados to inherit ma-
jority shares in LIAT, calling it
the party’s “single fatal mis-
take.”

Browne added that despite
the shareholders’ decision, he
remained unconvinced that a
move to Barbados would solve
LIAT’s problems.

Observers generally pleased with
conduct of St. Kitts-Nevis elections

Antigua Prime Minister tours 
first of 2000 homes project

Browne seeks to halt
LIAT move to Barbados

       



WASHINGTON –
Secretary General of
the Organization of
American States (OAS),
José Miguel Insulza,
has expressed his
“deepest sympathies
and solidarity” to Haiti
following the “tragic
and horrible accident”
that marred the
Carnival celebrations
on the French-speak-
ing Caribbean
Community (CARI-
COM) country.

At least 16 people were
confirmed dead and 78 in-
jured when a float hit a
high voltage power line.
The government, which
announced a cancellation
of the last day of the
Carnival, has also de-
clared a three-day na-
tional mourning to pay
tribute to the victims
whose national funeral
will be held on February
21.

Insulza, who was joined
by Assistant Secretary
General and President of
the Group of Friends of
Haiti,Albert Ramdin, said
he learnt of the tragedy
“with great sadness and
distress”.

The OAS leaders also
conveyed their “most
heartfelt condolences to
the victims and their fam-
ilies”.

New York City Council
Member Dr Mathieu
Eugene, the first ever
Haitian-born legislator in
New York City Council,
said,he, too,was saddened
by the tragedy.

“My condolences and
my deepest prayers go out
to the victims and rela-
tives of this horrific acci-
dent in Haiti that has led
to the tragic loss of many
lives,” said Eugene, who
represents the 40th
Council District in
Brooklyn.

“Words cannot describe
the sorrow that we all feel
when human life is so sud-
denly and unexpectedly
lost due to circumstances
that no one could antici-
pate,” he said, noting that
Haiti has endured “so
much pain and suffering
in recent years”.

He said the incident was
“yet another calamity that
the country must 
endure”.

“Let us be united in our
thoughts and prayers for
all Haitians,”Eugene said.

Another Caribbean leg-
islator, Council member,
Jumaane D Williams,
Deputy Leader and Chair
of the Council’s Housing
and Buildings Committee,
whose parents are
Grenadian immigrants,
said he was sad to hear

about the tragedy.
“My thoughts and

prayers are with the vic-
tims and their families,”
said Williams, whose 45th
Council District in
Brooklyn is adjacent to
Eugene.

“As Haitians spend the
next three days mourning
this horrible loss, I stand
in solidarity with the
country and all those af-
fected during this difficult
time,” he added.

On Tuesday, President
Michel Martelly, Prime
Minister Evans Paul and
several other people in-
cluding artists attended a
silent parade and laid
flowers on the site where
the incident took place.
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Haitian President Michel Martelly, centre, places a candle with First Lady Sophia Martelly, right, and
Prime Minister of Haiti, Evans Paul, left, at the site of an accident during the march convened by the
government in Port-au-Prince on February 17, 2015, in memory of the victims who died during celebra-
tions in the National Carnival of Haiti. 
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TRINIDAD – When Gold
Commander in charge of
security operations for
Carnival 2015, DCP
Harold Phillip warned
revellers not to wine ag-
gressively on his police of-
ficers, he failed to issue
any such warning to his
officers. The result: at
least one officer caught on
camera “taking a wine.” A
nine-second video posted
to Facebook yesterday de-
picted the officer in full

uniform gyrating on a fe-
male patron at a break-
fast party in west
Trinidad. Up to 4 pm, the
video had been shared
40,118 times.

On February 4, during
a media briefing on
Carnival safety Phillip
said:“Well, certainly being
lewd in the public is in fact
an offence and with re-
spect to wining on police
officers performing duties,
we will ask the public to

desist in so doing. It nor-
mally goes with the time
but we also expect the of-
ficer to act responsibly and
we also hope the public
will conduct themselves in
a responsible manner.”

In a telephone interview
with the T&T Guardian
on Tuesday, public infor-
mation officer Joanne
Archie said the officer’s
conduct will have to be in-
vestigated before any-
thing further could be said

or done. “That could be a
breach of discipline ac-
cording to police regula-
tions,”Archie said, adding
that even if the officer had
completed his duty he
ought not to have been in
uniform gyrating on a pa-
tron.

Also commenting on the
video, secretary of the
Police Social and Welfare
Association Insp Michael
Seales said he hoped that
the officer in question is

not charged. Seales said
in the culture of this coun-
try the officer and the pa-
tron were “thoroughly en-
joying themselves” and of-
ficials should consider the
situation as just part of
T&T culture.

He added that punish-
ing the officer might bring
about more harm than
good and with the exist-
ing strain on officers who
are seeking to settle wage
negotiations, a charge

against the officer may
further dampen their spir-
its.

The incident could even
bolster relations between
the police and the public,
Seales said, although he
admitted that it was the
first time he had seen of a
uniformed officer gyrating
in that way, since the
norm was for officers to be
ambushed by wining rev-
ellers, without reciprocat-
ing.

WITH an extended dry
spell projected for 2015,the
Jamaican Government is
moving to prevent a recur-
rence of last year’s devas-
tating impact of drought
on the economy.

Jamaica paid dearly in
2014, which was the
hottest year on record,
with schools coming under
threat of closure because
of the water shortage and
the Government spending
at least J$50 million truck-
ing water to affected com-
munities.

However, Environment
Minister Robert Pickersgill
says this time around, the
administration is being
proactive with a tank and
pump programme.

Under the national tank
and pump programme,the
Government will also seek
to repair and put back into
commission more than 800
public tanks owned and
operated by the parish
councils and National
Water Commission
(NWC).

Privately owned tanks,

as well as public catch-
ment and wayside tanks,
are also targeted under a
major rainwater-harvest-
ing plan to increase the
volume of water captured
and retained to offset the
impact of any extended dry
spell.

Another option being ex-
plored by the Government
to help ease further water
shortages is the purifica-
tion of water from the
sewage that goes a Sewage
Treatment Plant, located
in St Catherine.

OAS expresses
condolences to
Haiti over fatal
Carnival accident

Wining cop caught on Facebook video could face disciplinary action

JA Government gets busy, aims
to prevent drought crisis



KINGSTON, Jamaica –
The Office of Utilities
Regulation (OUR) says it
has directed the Jamaica
Public Service Company
Limited (JPS) to refund to
customers over J$973 mil-
lion that it unilaterally im-
posed as foreign exchange
adjustments on fuel sup-
plied by Petrojam Limited
from March to December
2013.

The directive, which is
effective February 16,
2015, was issued following
consultations with JPS.
The sum taken from cus-
tomers, totalling
J$973,372,164.14, was in
contravention of Exhibit 2,
Schedule 3 of the Amended
and Restated All-Island
Electric Licence, 2011.

JPS has been directed to
submit, within seven days
from the effective date of
the directive,details of how
it proposes to effect the re-
payment, including the
commencement date by
which the refund will be
made to customers, OUR
explained in a release.

Customers are to be fully
refunded within six
months of the effective
date of the directive, the or-
ganisation said.

OUR noted that the di-

rective follows a decision
taken by JPS to pass
through to customers, for-
eign exchange adjust-
ments on payments for fuel
supplied by Petrojam
Limited, from March to
December 2013.

This was done without
any approval by the OUR.

The OUR requested clar-
ification from the JPS re-
garding the inclusion of a
line item called “FX adj on
Petrojam Fuel” in the fuel
oil statements for the rele-

vant period.
During the period, this

impacted the fuel and IPP
charge which appears as a
line item on customers’
bills.

The OUR said that hav-
ing received JPS’ explana-

tion for making the 
adjustments, considered
the matter and concluded
that JPS had no authority
under the existing 
regulatory framework to
unilaterally impose the 
additional costs on 

customers.
The OUR said it will con-

tinue to be vigilant in safe-
guarding the interest of
consumers,while ensuring
an equitable environment
for investors in our utility
services.
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Opposition Leader Andrew Holness

Corporate headquarters of the Jamaica Public Service Company Limited, Knutsford Boulevard, New Kingston, Jamaica.

CASTRIES, St. Lucia –
St Lucia Hoteliers are
seeking World Bank fi-
nancing for projects
aimed at improving the
visitor experience, both
on and off their proper-
ties, as well as improv-
ing the island’s reputa-
tion as a leading
tourism destination.

Last Friday, the board of
directors from the St Lucia
Hotel and Tourism
Association (SLHTA)
ended a round of talks
with representatives of the
World Bank where they
discussed private sector
considerations of loan fi-
nancing prospects to
strengthen the develop-

ment of Tourism in the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS).

Executive vice president
of the SLHTS, Noorani
Azeez, said talks focused
on ideas for product en-
hancement including town
and community develop-
ment, small business sup-
port, and diversification of

the tourism product, trans-
portation and ease of ac-
cess to the destination.

“The World Bank dele-
gation apprised the
SLHTA of the funding
mechanism and engaged
the directors in discussions
on actions which could
strengthen linkages with
other sectors and widen

the benefits of tourism to
communities outside the
traditional reach of the in-
dustry,” he said.

Proposals for reducing
traffic congestion in the
city during cruise ship ar-
rival days, enhancing
guest experience in the
city area, creating more
tours and attractions

along the west coast and
addressing procedural bu-
reaucracies at the ports of
entry were additional sub-
jects discussed at the two
hour meeting.

The hoteliers are
preparing for a second
round of talks with the
bank possibly by April this
year.

A 48 YEAR-OLD man
implicated in the death
threat hoax against
Opposition Leader
Andrew Holness is to re-
appear in court on March
3.

Maxie Robinson, who
appeared before at the
Resident Magistrate’s
Court on Tuesday, is ac-
cused of creating public
mischief after he al-
legedly went to Jamaica
Labour Party (JLP) head-
quarters on January 28,
and reported that three
party members had con-
tracted three men to as-

sassinate Holness and
general secretary Dr
Horace Chang.

According to court doc-
uments, Robinson, had,
also named the three
would be assassins.

Police had beefed up se-
curity around Holness,
but according to the court
documents Robinson ad-
mitted to fabricating the
story about the assassi-
nation plot.

He was subsequently
charged with creating
public mischief.

In his reported confes-
sion, Robinson said that

he went to the JLP head-
quarters on January 5,
seeking a job, and was
told by a man on the
premises that the only
way he could enter was if
he declared that he had
an urgent report, court
documents state. He left
and returned on January
28 with the assassination
report.

The police Tuesday told
Senior Magistrate Judith
Pusey that Robinson had
a previous conviction. He
was being held in custody
until his next court ap-
pearance.

St Lucia hoteliers seek World Bank funding

Man appears in court in 
death threat hoax against 
Jamaica’s Opposition Leader

Regulatory body directs JPS to refund customers J$973Million
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BALI – Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi has ac-
knowledged the international at-
tention on the fate of Bali nine
prisoners Andrew Chan and
Myuran Sukumaran, but said
that ultimately the case is “law
enforcement” issue.

Marsudi told reporters in Ja-
karta that Indonesia had
reached a critical point in its
drugs emergency.

“Although we understand the
position of the Australian gov-
ernment, it should be underlined
that this issue is purely a law
enforcement issue,” she said.

“A law enforcement against an
extraordinary crime. A law en-
forcement by a sovereign coun-
try, Indonesia,” she said.

The minister’s comments fol-
low a delay in the transfer of
Australian citizens and con-
victed drug offenders Chan and
Sukumaran to an Indonesian is-
land for their execution.

Marsudi stressed the impar-
tiality of the case from an
Indonesian perspective.

“The decision to enforce the
death penalty by the Indonesian
courts is not directed toward any
country nor national of certain
countries, but it is directed to an
extraordinary crime,” she said.

Marsudi noted the broad rang-
ing bilateral co-operation, but
stressed “relations between two
countries should be based on
mutual respect and mutual ben-
efit”.

Bali authorities on Monday
declared they would this week
take the Australian drug smug-

glers to Nusakambangan for
their execution, amid confusion
around whether the prison is-
land could accommodate so
many executions at once.

Tony Spontana,spokesman for
Attorney-General HM Prasetyo,
on Tuesday admitted the Cen-
tral Java island wasn’t prepared
to handle the execution of so
many people.

“This week, I think we can’t
do the transfers,because the iso-
lation cells and other things are
not ready,” he told reporters.

But his comments were con-
tradicted by a senior prison offi-
cial, who told the media the is-
land was prepared for the execu-
tions.

Lawyers for the Bali nine pair
had been hoping for a break, as
they ready to appear in court
next Tuesday. In a rare move,
they are challenging in the ad-
ministrative court President
Joko Widodo’s blanket ban on
clemency for Chan, Sukumaran
and all death row drug offenders.

Barrister Julian McMahon
welcomed the delay, however
brief. “It takes away a sense of
urgency,” he said.

Spontana insists there’s no al-
teration or delay in the plan to
execute the drug felons.

He said it would take some
time to renovate the cells to ac-
commodate more prisoners.

“And at the same time, we can
facilitate the Australian govern-
ment and convicts’ families’ re-
quest to give more time for them
together before they have to go to
Nusakambangan.”

Bali nine case a ‘law
enforcement’ issue

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi lays out the govern-
ment’s position. 

Australians Andrew Chan, left, and Myuran Sukumaran in 2006. 

ARTEMIVSK/BULAVYNE,
Ukraine – Ukraine pulled
thousands of troops out of an
encircled town yesterday
after a massive assault by
pro-Russian rebels, who ig-
nored a new ceasefire to
seize the strategic railway
junction.

The fall of the besieged town of
Debaltseve was one of the worst
defeats of the war for Ukraine’s
troops, unable to stop an ad-
vance by Moscow-backed rebels
fighting for territory the Kremlin
calls “New Russia”.

Twenty-two Ukrainian sol-
diers had been killed in the town
in the past few days, the Ukrai-
nian military high command
said, with more than 150
wounded.

President Petro Poroshenko,
who flew to the front-lines, nev-
ertheless tried to cast the battle
in a positive light, saying that
by holding out as long as they
had, Ukraine’s troops had ex-
posed “the true face of the ban-
dits and separatists who are sup-
ported by Russia”.

The Ukrainian troops had
held out for three days beyond
the start of a Europe-brokered
ceasefire, forcing the rebels to
disavow the truce to advance on
the town.

Eighty per cent of the troops
had withdrawn from the town
by morning, Poroshenko said,
and the rest were leaving in
what he described as a planned
and orderly withdrawal.He said
the force withdrawing numbered
more than 2 000 men.

A commander of one of the
main pro-government volunteer
battalions who fought alongside
regular Ukrainian forces said “a
lot of bodies” had been left be-
hind. The wounded were being

taken to Artemivsk about 30 km
(18 miles) north of Debaltseve
in government-controlled terri-
tory.

The rebels described the battle
as a victory and said they let the
Ukrainian troops leave only
after they were defeated.

“There were no attempts by
Ukrainian forces to break
through.The surrounded Ukrai-
nian forces were completely de-
moralised.They lost their direc-
tion.They began shooting at res-
idential areas of Debaltseve,” a
senior rebel commander,Eduard
Basurin, told journalists.

The rebels say the ceasefire,
negotiated by Ukraine, Russia,
Germany and France at a sum-
mit in Minsk,Belarus, last week,
never applied to Debaltseve,
which links the two rebel-con-
trolled regions of eastern
Ukraine,Donetsk and Luhansk.

Poroshenko and the West say
the rebel assault was reinforced
by Russian tanks, artillery and
soldiers, and that Moscow was
behind the decision to disavow
the truce and advance. Russia
denies supporting the rebels.

Putin tells Kiev to surrender
Putin showed no sign of back-

ing down over Ukraine on
Tuesday evening, when he told
Kiev’s pro-Western leaders to let
their soldiers surrender in
Deabltseve to avoid more blood-
shed.

Hours later, the Ukrainian
withdrawal was under way. A
witness saw weary Ukrainian
troops, their faces blackened,
some in columns, some in cars,
arriving in Artemivsk, about 30
km (20 miles) north of
Debaltseve.

Black smoke could be seen ris-
ing over the town and loud blasts

hears hours after the with-
drawal began.

“One hundred and sixty-seven
wounded have been taken to
Artemivsk.They did not pick up
a lot of bodies. I don’t know the
total figure,” Semen Semen-
chenko, who heads the Donbass
paramilitary battalion, said on
Facebook. The rebels said 153
Ukrainian soldiers had given
themselves up.

The refusal of the rebels even
to pay lip service to halting the
advance at Debaltseve puts Wes-
tern countries in a bind. They
need to decide whether to take
more steps to punish Russia for
violating the ceasefire, or place
more emphasis on restoring the
truce now that the contested
town has fallen.

“The actions by the Russia-
backed separatists in Debaltseve
are a clear violation of the cease-
fire,” European Union foreign
policy chief Federica Mogherini
said in Brussels.

“The EU stands ready to take
appropriate action in case the
fighting and other negative de-
velopments in violation of the
Minsk agreements continue,”
she said, an apparent threat of
further economic sanctions.

A German government
spokesman said the Minsk
agreement had been damaged
but it made sense to try to imple-
ment it.

Canada imposed sanctions on
Russia over its conduct in
Ukraine on Tuesday, a move
Moscow said would fuel further
tension and prevent the imple-
mentation of the ceasefire.

NATO Secretary-general Jens
Stoltenberg said:“The refusal of
the separatists to respect the
ceasefire threatens the agree-
ment.”

Ukrainian forces quit besieged
town after rebel assault
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WASHINGTON – Presi-
dent Obama has decided
to appoint Joseph P.
Clancy, who has guided
the Secret Service on an
interim basis for the last
four months, to lead the
agency permanently, law
enforcement officials said
yesterday.

In appointing Clancy, a
former head of Obama’s
security detail, the presi-
dent rejected calls from
critics on Capitol Hill and
members of a special De-
partment of Homeland
Security panel that said
that a string of mishaps
and scandals made it clear
that the agency should be

run by an outsider.
Had Obama chosen the

other leading candidate for
the job – Sean Joyce, a for-
mer deputy director of the
FBI – it would have been
the first time in the agen-
cy’s 150-year history that
it had been run by some-
one who had not previous-
ly been one of its agents.

The Secret Service’s
most ardent critic on Capi-
tol Hill,Representative Ja-
son Chaffetz, the Utah Re-
publican who is the chair-
man of the House Commit-
tee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, released
a statement criticising the
decision.

Some background on the
chain of mistakes at the
Secret Service and the im-
portance of leadership as
the agency tries to get past
its difficult stretch.

“The panel made it crys-
tal clear that only a direc-
tor from outside the agen-
cy would meet the needs of
the agency today – some-
one with a fresh perspec-
tive, free from allegiances
and without ties to what
has consistently been de-
scribed as a ‘good old boys
network,’ “ Chaffetz said.

“The good men and wo-
men of the Secret Service
are screaming for a fresh
start,” Chaffetz said.

Obama chooses Joseph Clancy
to head the Secret Service

THE US has opened a
three-day summit on
countering violent ex-
tremism.

Representatives from
around the world are at-
tending the gathering,
which follows shooting in-
cidents in Denmark,
France and Australia.

Vice President Joe Bi-
den said it was imperative
to engage with immi-
grants who may be radi-
calised because of margin-
alisation.

“Societies have to pro-
vide an affirmative alter-
native for immigrant com-
munities,” he said.

The vice president said
that countries needed to
provide “a sense of belong-
ing that discredits the ter-
rorist’s appeal to fear, iso-
lation, hatred and resent-
ment”.

The White House be-
lieves Europe is especially
susceptible to terror at-
tacks, because immi-
grants there are often less
well integrated into soci-
ety.

However correspon-
dents say the White
House also wants to instil
a sense of urgency to
counter the threat posed
by home-grown terrorism
and the radicalisation and
recruitment of Americans,
especially disaffected
young people.

Yesterday, President
Barack Obama was sched-
uled to address the White
House conference before

speaking at the state de-
partment today at a gath-
ering, which will be at-
tended by representatives
from roughly 60 countries,
including Jordan, Egypt,
the United Arab Emi-
rates, Kuwait and France.

Home Secretary The-
resa May is representing
the UK.

The summit takes place
following terror attacks in
Canada last October, in
Australia in December, in
France in January and in
Denmark this month.

It also takes place amid
mounting international
concern over the rise of
Islamic State in the Mid-
dle East.

Biden cited Boston, Los
Angeles and Minneapolis
as examples of cities
which had made progress
in countering local ex-
tremism.

He said that the objec-
tive was to bring together
broad coalitions of com-
munity leaders in the US
so that all Americans – es-
pecially Muslims – would
feel integrated.

“National security flows
from a sense of commu-
nity,” Biden said, while
emphasising that the
most important lesson the
US can learn is that “in-
clusion counts”.

“We haven’t always got-
ten it right,” he said, “but
we have a lot of experience
integrating communities
into the American system,
the American dream.”

US hosts anti-
extremism summit
after rise in global
terror attacks

CAIRO – The Arab
League yesterday
urged a peaceful solu-
tion to the growing cri-
sis in Yemen, calling on
Houthi rebels to re-
lease political figures
and return weapons
seized from Yemeni se-
curity forces.

On Twitter this week,
resigned Yemeni Informa-
tion Minister Nadia Sak-
kaf called on Houthi re-
bels to let resigned Presi-
dent Abd Rabbuh Mansur
Hadi out of the country for
emergency health care.
She asked her followers:
“Has dignity died in Ye-
men?”

President Hadi resigned
last month after one of

several power-sharing
agreements between the
government and the
Houthis fell apart.

Yesterday the Arab
League repeated the call
for Hadi’s release from
house arrest and the re-
turn of government wea-
pons.

The United Arab Emi-
rates’ ambassador to the
Arab League, Mohammed
Bin Nakhira Al-Zahari,
said the Houthis must re-
linquish the territory they
currently hold.

The Houthis, a Shiite
rebel group, overran the
Yemeni capital Sana’a in
September, along with
several other northern re-
gions, and they are now

continuing to gain ground
in the east and south.

The Arab League’s de-
mands echoed calls from
the United Nations on
Monday. British Ambas-
sador to the UN, Mark
Lyall Grant, said, “Today
we have made clear that
those who use violence
and intimidation to try to
dictate Yemen’s future are
undermining the security
of all Yemeni citizens, and
are eroding the political
progress made since 2011.

“The Houthis must take
responsibility for their ac-
tions and stop using vio-
lence and coercion as polit-
ical tools,” said Grant.

The Arab League also
called on the group to give

back regions they now
control.

After more than a
decade of fighting the gov-
ernment, analysts say the
Houthis are not likely to
heed these calls, but they
add that the group cannot
alone govern Yemen’s
deeply divided regions.

Hala Shiha is the head
of Arab affairs department
at Egypt’s el-Nahar news-
paper: “The Arab League
is working toward a polit-
ical solution in Yemen,and
has enough influence in
the region to make a dif-
ference, but Arab leaders
have fallen short of offer-
ing a specific plan, instead
promising not to ‘dictate a
resolution’.” she said.

Arab League calls on Yemen’s
Houthis to release President

Joe Biden (right) said “societies have to provide an affirmative alternative for immigrant communities”.

Joseph Clancy, centre, with President Obama on February 2.
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ITALY has urged swift
action at the UN to tac-
kle the Libyan conflict,
highlighting the risk
that the country’s war-
ring militias may side
with Islamic State mil-
itants.

The UN Security Coun-
cil is due to meet to dis-
cuss a response to the con-
flict.

Italian Foreign Minister
Paolo Gentiloni said his
country could send troops
as part of a UN peacekeep-
ing mission, if a truce were
to be agreed.

Egypt is also pushing for
action over Libya, ahead
of the UN meeting.

In a statement, Egyp-
tian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shoukry said the
growing insecurity in the
country was “a clear threat
to international peace”.

Egyptian jets this week
bombed alleged IS targets
in Libya, in response to the
release of a video that ap-
peared to show the mili-
tants beheading 21 Egyp-
tian Christians.

Militias have been bat-
tling for control in Libya
since 2011. The country
has two rival governments
– based in Tripoli and
Tobruk.

Yesterday, a military jet
reportedly conducted an
air strike on an airport in
the town of Zintan, which
is controlled by the inter-
nationally recognised
Tobruk government.

Officials said that the at-
tack had been ordered by
the Tripoli-based authori-
ties.There were no reports
of casualties.

The deepening crisis in
Libya has alarmed Italy,
its former colonial power.

The Italian government
has attributed a recent
spike in the flow of mi-
grants,attempting the sea
crossing to its shores, to
the worsening situation in
Libya. A video released

this week by the IS-linked
militants also contained a
threat to Italy.

“The deterioration of the
situation on the ground
forces the international
community to move more
quickly before it’s too late,”
Gentiloni said, in a special
address to parliament.

“There’s a clear risk of
alliances between Daesh
and local groups,” he said,
using the Arabic acronym
for IS.

He said the Security
Council meeting yesterday
had to deliver clear signs
that the scale of the crisis
had been acknowledged.

Italy, he said, would be
ready to help monitor a po-
tential ceasefire in Libya,
as well as help train its na-
tional army.

However, he cautioned
that this could only hap-
pen under the auspices of
a broader, internationally
agreed ceasefire.

Libya Islamic State crisis:
Italy seeks swift action

IRAQ’S ambassador to
the United Nations has
invited international
observers to investigate
corpses discarded by
Islamic State militants,
whom he has accused of
harvesting organs from
captives.

Ambassador Mohamed
Alhakim called on the
Security Council to look
at bodies recovered from
mass shallow graves,
which have been found
with deep surgical cuts
and missing organs.

“We have bodies. Come
and examine them,” he
said. “It is clear they are
missing certain parts.”

Alhakim made the ac-
cusations following a
council briefing session on
Tuesday on the overall

state of Iraq, in which he
said the Islamic State
were guilty of “crimes of
genocide” against ethnic
minorities in Iraq, but did
not elaborate on the types
of crimes.

“These terrorist groups
have desecrated all hu-
man values,” he said.
“They have committed the
most heinous criminal
terrorist acts against the
Iraqi people whether
Shiite, Sunni, Christians,
Turkmen, Shabak or
Yazidis.”

The ambassador also
claimed that militants
had killed a dozen doctors
in Mosul for refusing to
harvest organs.

Allegations of this
ghastly practice among
militants have circulated

previously. Organ har-
vesting appears to be yet
another way for the
Islamic State to diversify
the portfolio that fund its
activities, according to a
December report from Al-
Monitor.

Iraqi otolaryngologist
Siruwan al-Mosuli in-
formed Al-Monitor that
he had noticed “unusual
activity” around medical
facilities in Mosul, where
foreign surgeons were em-
ployed but banned from
interacting with local doc-
tors. He claimed that in-
jured or fallen fighters
and hostages were among
those used to harvest or-
gans, which are then sold
and trafficked through
networks to medical insti-
tutions abroad.

Iraq’s UN Ambassador accuses
ISIS of harvesting organs

BEIRUT – Syrian rebels
fought deadly battles with
government forces north
of the divided city of Alep-
po yesterday,as both sides
sought to expand their
ground amid a push by the
UN envoy to the country to
broker a cease-fire in the
war-ravaged city.

The clashes began with
a government offensive
launched few hours before
the envoy,Staffan de Mist-
ura, said that President
Assad has expressed will-
ingness to suspend bomb-
ing of Aleppo for six weeks.

The hiatus would set the
stage for a proposed UN
plan to “freeze” hostilities
in what is Syria’s largest
city. However, rebels and
opposition activists said
that they are deeply scep-
tical – based on past expe-
rience and similar peace
efforts that have crumbled
– that the government
would abide by any truce.

“The regime says it
wants dialogue then at-
tacks rebel positions,” said
Bahaa Halaby, an activist
in Aleppo. He said fierce
clashes were taking place
north of the city yesterday.

Syrian government for-
ces backed by Shiite fight-
ers, including the Leba-
nese Hezbollah group,
launched a surprise offen-
sive on Tuesday, capturing
several villages that
brought them closer to
their goal of cutting off the

main supply route to
rebels in Aleppo and be-
sieging opposition-held
areas of the city.

More than a hundred
people on both sides of the
fighting were killed by yes-
terday, in a counteroffen-
sive in which rebels re-
gained much of the terri-
tory they lost a day ear-
lier, activists said.

An amateur video re-
leased by rebels showed
the bodies of at least 25
Syrian soldiers and pro-
government gunmen in
Aleppo’s northern suburb
of Mallah, scattered in a
muddy open field. The
video appeared genuine
and corresponded to other
reporting of the violent
clashes taking place.

Pro-government TV
channels, in turn, ran foot-
age showing troops run-
ning behind tanks in
smoke-filled fields, and
fighters driving vehicles
mounted with heavy ma-
chine guns to the backdrop
of non-stop gunfire and ex-
plosions.

A few hours after the go-
vernment offensive star-
ted on Tuesday, de Mist-
ura offered a glimmer of
hope on his efforts to find
a solution to Syria’s civil
war, telling the UN Secu-
rity Council at a briefing
that Assad had agreed to
halt airstrikes and ar-
tillery shelling of Aleppo
for a period of six weeks.

Fierce fighting near
Aleppo as UN envoy
pushes truce in city

Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni said time was running out for interna-
tional action over Libya

This photo provided on Sunday February 15, 2015 by the Syrian anti-government
activist group Aleppo Media Centre (AMC), which has been authenticated based
on its contents and other AP reporting, shows Syrian rebels preparing to fire lo-
cally made shells against the Syrian government forces, in Aleppo, Syria.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - When you fight with
yourself, at least fight fair! In the latest you-on-you battle,
only one of you will be left standing. The good news is that
this transformation probably won’t be painful, just
awkward. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Your eyes are open to a
clearer, faster, more direct way to happiness. Tonight, those
close to you will benefit from your wave of crazy
generosity. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - For your life to be happy,
it must be full. And for your life to be full, it must be
happy. Therefore, the most important move to make in the
name of living a full life is the one you believe will bring
the most happiness.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - In Internet-speak, NSFW
translates to “not safe for work.” You may feel that your
entire mood isn’t safe for work today, as you would like to
tell a lot of people how you really feel. However, your self-
control will be rewarded. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - When people make you mad, and
they will, try to stay calm. It’s fine for you to be angry, but
you’ll lose your power and status if you show it too much.
One strategy that works is simply walking away.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Attractive solutions abound.
Sometimes things look good because they are good. Just
because something has a pretty sheen to it doesn’t mean you
should automatically be suspicious. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Seize the opportunity to
explore your talents. This is best done by trying new things
without a worry or care about who is watching or what
they’ll think. You’ll make friends along the way.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Today’s activities will not
be what you would normally consider cause for celebration.
And yet, you’ll celebrate them anyway. That’s what makes
you awesome. Someone new will want to join in with all
of that fun you’re having. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - All it takes is one
sound decision to usher more love and money into your life.
It’s not a hard one to make, but it does require humble
learning and the tenacity to see this cycle through to the
final stages. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You have a weird way
of working through things, and you should trust that
however different it may be from the way others do it, it’s
still a good way for you. You’re an original, you know! 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You deal with life
according to how you feel about it at the moment, and there
will be several moments of the day that are highly charged.
Emotional distancing may be in order. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - The new people coming
into your life have no idea who you are, so feel free to
playfully create an accurate picture for them. You’ll do
quite a lot in the name of fun!
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AN albino baby found
hacked to death in a forest
in Tanzania has become
the latest victim of brutal
murders connected to
witchcraft.

The United Nations,
who condemned the at-
tack, have warned there
may be an increased
threat to Albinos in the
country in the run-up to
elections in October.

The one-year-old boy,Yo-
hana Bahati, was taken
from his home in the Cha-
to district in the northern
part of the country.

He was seized overnight
on Sunday, and his muti-
lated body was found by
police in a nearby forest
on Tuesday.

Vicky Ntetema, execu-
tive director of Under The
Same Sun which works to

defend albinos, said: “Po-
lice found the body in Bi-
haramulo Forest Reserve
yesterday, with his arms
and legs hacked off.

“When will Tanzanians
stop believing in witch
doctors who fuel the kill-
ings of persons with albi-
nism for their body parts?”

Albino body parts sell
for around US$600 in
Tanzania, with an entire
body fetching US75 000.

The baby’s mum,Esther
Jonas, 30, is in hospital
after being attacked with
a machete on her face and
hands, as she tried to pro-
tect her son.

The child’s father, who
was nearby during the at-
tack, is being questioned
by police.

In December a four-
year-old albino girl was

kidnapped, but despite a
number of arrests, she has
still not been found.

This attack comes a
month after the Tanza-
nian government out-
lawed witch doctors,many
of whom believe albino
body parts have magical
properties.

But critics have called
for the ban to be properly
enforced.

At least 74 albinos have
been murdered in Tanza-
nia since 2000.

The UN repeated fears
attacks against albinos
could be linked to the up-
coming general and pres-
idential elections due to be
held in October 2015.

They fear leading polit-
ical campaigners will turn
to influential sorcerers for
help.

Albino baby hacked to
death in Tanzania

YANGON, Myanmar –
Myanmar’s government
yesterday accused three
more ethnic rebel groups
of being involved in armed
clashes in northeastern
Shan state, where a week
of fighting against Kokang
rebels has left dozens of
soldiers dead and sent tens
of thousands of refugees
fleeing to neighbouring
China.

In an evening announce-
ment, state television said
Kokang rebel attacks
against government troops

were continuing near
Laukkai, the capital of the
Kokang special region. It
also accused the Kachin
Independence Army, the
Shan State Army (South)
and the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army of being
involved in the fighting. A
Kachin spokesman denied
launching any attacks in
the area.

The government on
Tuesday announced the
imposition of a 90-day
state of emergency and mi-
litary administration for

Kokang, where more than
50 government troops have
been killed in combat re-
cently. The declaration of
military administration
gives the army executive
and judicial authority in
the region.

The government had
previously accused un-
named other groups of in-
volvement, but yesterday
was the first time they
were specifically named.
The three accused groups
have been loosely allied
with the Kokang, and the

Kachin have been engaged
in a sporadic though bitter
conflict with the govern-
ment for several years.

The fighting has forced
people to flee over the bor-
der. Citing government of-
ficials, the Chinese state-
owned news site
Yunnan.cn said on Mon-
day that there had been 
30 000 border crossings by
Myanmar nationals over
the past week into Yunnan
province.Lin Sen,a volun-
teer helping refugees in
Yunnan, said on Tuesday

that as many as 50 000 re-
fugees may have escaped
Kokang.

Ethnic minorities, espe-
cially in Myanmar’s border
areas, have been seeking
greater autonomy for de-
cades. The government is
hoping to sign a peace
agreement with all of them
next month, but the up-
surge in fighting is jeopar-
dising its chances.

Also yesterday, the My-
anmar Red Cross con-
demned an attack on vol-
unteers trying to rescue

trapped villagers from the
strife, saying they were
carrying out humanitarian
duties and that their vehi-
cles were clearly marked.

A driver and another
man were wounded in the
ambush on Tuesday near
Laukkai, an incident the
government blamed on the
Kokang rebels. The Red
Cross did not identify the
attackers, but said both of
the wounded men had
been wearing white vests
with the bold Red Cross in-
signia.

Myanmar gov’t says 3 more groups involved in north fighting

NEW DELHI – India’s
defence ministry said
yesterday it would
spend US$8 billion on
new warships, while
the country’s prime
minister called on the
world’s arms makers
to manufacture more
weapons systems in
India.

India, which has moved
to modernise its fleet as
China’s navy has in-
creased its presence in the
Indian Ocean, will build
seven stealth frigates at
domestic shipyards, said
Sitanshu Kar, a spokes-
man for the defence min-
istry.

The project is part of a
push by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ramp
up defence production in
India, as he rushes to
strengthen the country’s
armed forces and reduce
their dependence on im-
ported weapons.

His moves come as New
Delhi faces an increas-
ingly assertive and well-
armed China in addition
to long-time rival Pakis-
tan. Chinese forays into
the waters of the Indian
Ocean and manoeuvres
along the countries’ long-
disputed border have set
off alarm bells in New
Delhi.

“Our security challen-
ges are well known. Our
international responsibil-
ities are evident,” Modi
said at a trade show for
military goods in Ban-
galore yesterday. “We do
need to increase our de-
fence preparedness.”

Defence executives said
they were encouraged by
the prime minister’s inter-
est in encouraging foreign
companies to manufac-
ture in India. But they
said that even with inter-
national help, it would
likely take more than a
decade for the South
Asian nation to build a
modern defence industry.

India to build new
warships, courts
global arms makers

Albino children are under threat from witch doctors who believe their bodies have
magical properties.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends the inaugural day of the Aero India
2015 aviation industry conference in Bangalore yesterday. 
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TOKYO – Sony Corp. (6758.T) aims
to boost operating profit 25-fold
within three years by growing its
camera sensors and PlayStation
units, its chief executive said, out-
lining a strategy that could see the
company exit the cut-throat TV and
smartphone sectors.

CEO Kazuo Hirai said yesterday the
Japanese consumer electronics firm
would no longer pursue sales growth in
areas such as smartphones where its
has suffered competition from cheaper
Asian rivals as well as industry leaders
like Apple Inc. (AAPL.O) and Samsung
Electronics (005930.KS).

Sony would instead focus its spending
on more profitable businesses such as
camera sensors, videogames and enter-
tainment as it seeks to return to growth
after forecasting for this financial year
its sixth net loss in seven years.

The comments, made just as the Tokyo
market was closing, helped Sony’s
shares (SNE.N) rise 1.4 per cent in 
New York.

“The strategy starting from the next
business year will be about generating
profit and investing for growth,” Hirai
told a briefing, adding that Sony’s units
would be given greater autonomy to
make their own business decisions.

Asked about the TV and mobile phone
units, Hirai said he would not “rule out
considering an exit strategy”, Sony’s
clearest statement to date about the 
possibility of selling or finding partners
for these struggling units.

Sony is in the midst of a restructuring
that has so far seen it sell off its personal
computer division and spin off the TV
business. It has also axed thousands of
jobs.

Sony shares have risen more than 
80 per cent over the past year as in-
vestors applauded the restructuring,
which accelerated since Hirai appointed
Kenichiro Yoshida as his chief strategy
officer in late 2013.

Hirai said Sony would target return
on equity of more than 10 per cent by the
end of March 2018, adopting a yardstick

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has been
promoting as a way to attract foreign 
investors.

He also said Sony aimed to post an op-
erating profit of at least 500 billion yen
($4.2 billion) for 2017/18, a jump from
the 20 billion yen forecast for the year
ending March 31.

Sony’s revamp is starting to pay off.
This month, it forecast an operating
profit instead of a loss for the financial
year ending March 31. But it still ex-
pects to book a net loss in 2014/15, albeit
a smaller amount than previously esti-
mated.

Few expect Sony to return to the 
days when its Walkman and Trinitron
TV defined how people around the world
consumed entertainment. Analysts,
however, have said it could make better
use of its gadgets and access to
Hollywood content.

Hirai said Sony will push to expand its
PlayStation network user base, while
focusing on areas such as streaming
music.

A DEVELOPER edition of Sony’s aug-
mented reality smart glasses will go on
sale in ten countries next month, the
tech giant has announced.

Pre-orders for the SmartEyeglass,
costing $840 (£620), are now being
taken in the UK and Germany, with
Japan and the US to follow shortly.

The black-framed glasses are com-
patible with recent Android operating
systems.

Last month Google announced that it
was withdrawing its smart glasses for
redevelopment.

Sony’s initial model will come with a
software development kit to encourage
people to design apps for it, the com-
pany said.

The glasses, which weigh 77g,
contain an accelerometer, gyroscope,
compass, image and brightness sensors,
3-megapixel camera and a microphone.

They also come with a controller, de-

signed to be attached to clothing, which
contains a speaker, touch sensor and
the device’s battery.

Text is displayed in front of the
wearer in monochrome green.

‘Intrusive’
Apple chief executive Tim Cook has
been open about his dislike of glasses 
as a wearable device.

“We always thought that glasses were
not a smart move, from a point of view
that people would not really want to
wear them,” he told the New Yorker.

“They were intrusive, instead of push-
ing technology to the background, as
we’ve always believed.”

Stuart Miles, founder of tech site
Pocket-lint, said: “I think [Sony is] wast-
ing their time, energy and effort.

“Google Glass obviously needed a
complete rethink... I can’t see how
something thick-rimmed and more 

invasive-looking than Google Glass is
going to catch on.

“People are keen on wearables like
fitness bands and watches, but they
care about their faces. Wearing some-

thing on your head is a lot stronger than
wearing something on your arm,” he
added.

“The industry keeps pushing it but
consumers just don’t want it.”

TWO banks are allowing their customers
to access accounts on their smartphones
using fingerprint recognition technology,
in a UK industry first.

RBS and NatWest customers must 
activate the feature with their security
information, but would only need to use
Apple’s Touch ID thereafter.

The banks said that, after three failed
login attempts, customers would have to
re-enter their passcodes.

But a security expert expressed con-
cern that Touch ID is not secure enough.

The banks, both part of the Royal Bank
of Scotland Group, said that the feature
would be available on the iPhone 5s, 6
and 6 Plus. Customers would have to 
enable the feature using their existing
login details.

Some of the in-app features used to
pay money that required additional 
verification would continue to do so and

limits were set on new payments, the
banks said.

They said that around 880 000 of their
customers currently use the apps on
those handsets.

The feature, which uses fingerprint
recognition to grant access to iPhones,
was criticised soon after it was intro-
duced with the launch of the iPhone 5 in
2013.

A group of hackers managed to get
around it only a day after the launch by
making a fake finger from a photograph
of a fingerprint left on a glass surface.

‘Easy to spoof’
While Apple insisted that TouchID was
secure, it said it was not a total replace-
ment for traditional security measures
and was meant to make unlocking the
phone more convenient. In a similar vein,
the banks have now said they wanted to

make it “even easier and more convenient
for customers”.

Ben Schlabs, of SRLabs, a German
hacking think tank, told the BBC: “The
security implications are the same, it is
just as dangerous... I think it has been
shown that it is pretty easy to spoof it and
the risks aren’t fully understood.”

He said that using TouchID alone to
gain access to a banking app introduced
dangers that were not present when
using passwords or Pins.

“Just the fact that you are carrying the
key around with you and leave copies of
it exposed everywhere you go makes it a
very different risk to something that is
inside your brain. The risks are poorly
understood.”

However, he said that most people
would have little need to worry, adding:
“There have not been any reports that I
know of with the iPhone sensor of actual

crimes being enabled by it”.

‘Revolution’
According to a British Banking
Association report, banking apps have
been downloaded more than 12.4 million
times in Britain.

According to the banks, nearly 50 per
cent of their combined customer base of
15 million people used online banking
and that around three million accessed
their accounts via an app each week.

Stuart Haire, managing director, RBS
and NatWest Direct Bank, said: “There
has been a revolution in banking,as more
and more of our customers are using dig-
ital technology to bank with us.

“Adding TouchID to our mobile banking
app makes it even easier and more con-
venient for customers to manage their fi-
nances on the move and directly responds
to their requests.”

Sony Corp.’s President and Chief
Executive Officer, Kazuo Hirai, speaks
during its corporate strategy meeting
at the company’s headquarters in
Tokyo yesterday.

The SmartEyeglass will come with a developer kit so that wearers can create
apps for it.

Sony sees 25-fold profit jump
by 2018; could exit TVs, phones

Sony takes pre-orders for smart glasses

Banks to allow account access using fingerprint tech
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PORTLAND, Ore. – For
the first time, a fish has
been removed from US
Endangered Species Act
protection as federal offi-
cials declared on Tuesday
that a tiny shimmering
minnow found only in an
Oregon valley was no
longer in danger of ex-
tinction.

Millions of the two-inch
(5-cm) fish, the Oregon
chub, once swam in wa-
ters surrounding Western
Oregon’s Willamette
River. But their numbers
declined sharply over the
past century as wetlands
were drained for develop-
ment and due to preda-
tion by non-native fish
like largemouth bass.

Fewer than 1 000 re-
mained in just eight wet-
lands in 1993 when the
chub gained protection
under the Endangered
Species Act. The fish was
upgraded from “endan-
gered” to “threatened”
status in 2004, as popula-
tions began to rebound.

Today, more than 150
000 chubs are estimated
in 80 sites along the river
valley because of recov-
ery efforts like restoring
water flows, floodplain re-
construction and stocking
in private ponds.

The fish’s resurgence
shows that habitat im-
provement and species
recovery efforts can suc-

ceed even in areas heav-
ily impacted by agricul-
ture and urban develop-
ment, said Paul Henson,
Oregon supervisor with
the US Fish and Wildlife
service.

“This shows the public
that you can recover
species and do it in a way
that works with local
communities in a positive
way, as opposed to being a
contentious big event,”
Henson said.

The Oregon chub is not
fished commercially, and

improvements to its habi-
tat could be made at min-
imal cost to private
landowners, both factors
that aided in efforts to
boost its population, said
Paul Sheerer, leader of
the native fish project for
the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

State officials had been
cheering the Oregon
chub’s recovery as other
fish – including a trout
and a sucker – also
showed signs of recovery
under the Endangered

Species Act, Sheerer said.
“It wasn’t really a race,

but we were feeling a lit-
tle pressure, thinking
maybe we won’t be the
first,” Sheerer said.

US Fish and Wildlife
Service Director Dan
Ashe was scheduled to
formally announce the re-
moval of the Oregon min-
now from the endangered
species list at an event on
Tuesday, but his flight
from Washington, D.C.,
was cancelled due to
snow.

BRUSSELS – The sale
of energy wasting
ovens and cooking
hobs will be banned
across the European
Union after the latest
set of rules to make
household appliances
more efficient takes
effect from Friday.

The European
Commission said yester-
day getting rid of ineffi-
cient cooking appliances
would cut average con-

sumer energy bills by
around 50 euros ($57)
per year, while the cumu-
lative savings from the
rules across the bloc
would run into billions.

The policy, known as
ecodesign, chimes with
the EU goals of reducing
fossil fuel imports and
greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Industry bodies repre-
senting European appli-
ance makers, such as

Bosch Siemens
Haushaltsgeraete
[BSHBS.UL] and
Philips, were involved in
consultations and have
welcomed the new rules,
which will apply to new
ovens and hobs.

But critics have por-
trayed ecodesign as an-
other example of
Brussels bureaucracy.
Last year, rules limiting
the power of new vacuum
cleaners were whipped

up into a media frenzy
dubbed Hoovergate.

According to the ecode-
sign directive, which
from Friday will cover
hobs, ovens and cooking
hoods, no model will be
allowed on the market if
it does not fall below a
set energy efficiency
limit, delivered through
measures such as insu-
lation and better door de-
sign.

The Commission said

the difference for con-
sumers in terms of per-
formance would be “in-
visible".

The law allows shops
to clear stock, although
energy efficiency cam-
paigners warn customers
against being seduced by
discounted appliances
that will lead to higher

fuel bills.
“These rules mean that

design standards will go
up, and low quality Asian
imports that cannot
stand the heat will have
to leave the kitchen,”
Stamatis Sivitos, cam-
paigner for the lobby
group Coolproducts
Campaign, said.

BRUSSELS – EU nations
are on track to meet a tar-
get to get one fifth of their
energy from renewable
sources by 2020, even
though Britain, the
Netherlands and
Luxembourg are lagging
behind, the European
Environment Agency
(EEA) said on Tuesday.

The EEA, which pro-
vides analysis to EU poli-
cymakers, said energy
from sources such as wind
and solar had become
much cheaper.As a result,
alternatives had displaced
coal and gas, cut carbon
emissions and improved
energy security.

Without green energy,
coal use would have been
13 per cent higher and 7
per cent more natural gas
would have been con-
sumed in 2013, at a time
when EU gas reserves are
dwindling, the EEA said
in its latest progress re-
port.

Overall, the European
Union should meet its
2020 goal of getting 20 per
cent of energy from renew-
ables.

Some member states are
further ahead than others.

In Austria, Finland,
Sweden and Latvia, re-
newable energy made up
more than one third of en-
ergy consumption in 2013,
while at the other ex-
treme, Britain,
Luxembourg, Malta and
the Netherlands got less

than 5 per cent from green
sources.

However, the EEA pre-
dicts the laggards will
catch up.Britain in partic-
ular has made strides in
offshore wind.

Energy choices are sen-
sitive as EU nations insist
on their right to decide
which fuels they use.
Britain is investing in nu-
clear generation, which is
emissions-free, and has
sought to limit any na-
tional renewable targets
for the future.

A compromise agreed in
October set a 2030 renew-
able target of 27 per cent,
which environmental
campaigners said was not
a sufficient increase on the
2020 goal.

EU long-term forecasts
say the EU needs to in-
crease renewable sources
to 55 per cent to 75 per
cent of energy by 2050.

EEA Executive Director
Hans Bruyninckx said re-
newables were becoming
“one of Europe’s great suc-
cess stories".

“We can go even further:
if we support innovation
in this area it could be-
come a major motor of
Europe’s economy, bring-
ing down emissions while
creating jobs,” he said.

But some renewable en-
ergy is flawed.

Around 60 per cent of
the EU’s renewable energy
comes from biomass,
which is environmentally
sound when made from
waste,but can result in the
clearing of forests to make
wood pellets to be burnt
instead of coal.

Environment campaign-
ers say US forests are
being plundered to make
pellets for export to
Europe.

They are calling for lim-
its on how much energy
can come from biomass
along the lines of a cap al-
ready being negotiated for
biofuels.

EU introduces new rules to make cooking greener

EU on track for green
energy goal but UK,
Dutch lagging

LONDON – Global carbon
emissions from energy use
will grow at 25 per cent
between 2013 and 2035, a
slightly slower rate than
previously estimated, BP
said on Tuesday, but still
above the rate scientists
say would avoid the worst
effects of climate change.

Emissions are expected
to increase at an average

rate of 1 per cent per year
from 2013 to 2035,BP said
in its annual report
Energy Outlook 2035.

Last year, BP said in its
report that global carbon
emissions from energy use
would increase by 29 per
cent to 2035, or an average
1.1 per cent a year.

This year’s projections
show a slower rate of

growth in CO2 because
the share of natural gas
and renewables in the en-
ergy mix is increasing and
their energy intensity will
decrease.

“Despite improvements
in energy efficiency and
energy intensity going for-
ward, the path is quite a
bit higher than what sci-
entists would say is

needed to keep tempera-
ture rise within 2 degrees
(Celsius) so more needs to
be done,”Spencer Dale,BP
group chief economist,
said in a webcast.

Carbon emissions in
2035 will still be nearly
double the 1990 level, the
report added.

World governments are
working towards signing

a global deal in Paris by
the end of this year to curb
the growth of emissions,
which have been blamed
for global warming.

They are trying to limit
a rise in the global average
temperature to within 2
degrees Celsius, a thresh-
old scientists say could
avoid the worst effects of
climate change.

Global CO2 emissions to grow at slightly slower rate to 2035: BP

In a first for a fish, Oregon chub
removed from endangered list

The Oregon chub, a two-inch minnow found only in an Oregon valley, is seen in an
undated US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) handout.



Dear Jane,
My daughter, who is not yet an
adult, started baby-sitting in the
afternoons for a couple.
Sometimes her dad or I would
drop her off; sometimes the
husband, would before he left for
work. We became friends, and
when the couple split up, we
allowed the husband to stay on
our couch for a few months.

Then we found out that our
daughter was pregnant and that
she and the man had been
sleeping together before he split
with his wife. How can I get her to
stop hating me and understand
that this relationship isn’t

healthy? 
– CONCERNED MOTHER

Dear CM,
Your daughter is mad at you

because you are injecting an
unwelcome note of reality
into her fantasy of “love”. The
man is a predator who needs
to be answerable for what he

did. He will also have to
support that child.

Since he has shown himself
to be amoral and
irresponsible, involve not
only the police but also the
department of social services
to ensure that he lives up to
all of his responsibilities.

– JANE
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Need Advice? 
Write to AskJane 

c/o Advocate Publishers 2000 Inc 
Fontabelle, St. Michael

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com 

Baby-sitting
leads to
another baby
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Michael Phillips

SILVER Point and
Team ICBL have both
opened their cam-
paigns into the 2015
Roger Gooding
Memorial Tournament
on a high-note after
both sides turned in
big wins on Day 1 this
past Tuesday. Playing
at Apes Hill, ICBL were
up first and whipped
an Apes Hill team
seven to three, while
Silver Point were
sporting the talents of
seasonal import Oliver
Taylor who steered
them to a seven to
four-and-a-half victory
over Lion Castle.

In Game 1, it was a fam-
ily affair as Teddy
Williams, Danny Atwell,
Richard Gooding and
Camilla Williams repre-
sented ICBL while Sir
Charles Williams, Marc
Atwell, Jamie Dickson and
Oliver Williams suited up
for Apes Hill. ICBL were
out the blocks early in the
game and Gooding and
Danny Atwell had goals in
the first chukka.

In the second Danny
made it three for ICBL be-
fore Dickson brought Apes
Hill back into the game
with his team's first strike.
Teddy Williams began his

march to a hat-trick with
back-to-back goals before
Danny got his third to
bring the score to five-one
at halftime. Marc Atwell
ensured that Dickson's
goal would not be the only
consolation for Apes Hill
but could not do much else
as Teddy was there to
score his third before the
fourth period began. Apes
Hill went down swinging
and were able to score the
only goal of the final
chukka compliments
Richard Deane, who

subbed for Sir Charles.
The second game saw

Lion Castle starting with a
half-goal edge due to un-
even handicaps. Rhys
Odle, Alex Cole, Luis
Clerice and Carlos San
Roman were up to a hand-
icap of five, while Oliver
Taylor, Stewart Gill,
Damian Luke and Adam
Deane totaled six for
Silver Point

With the weight of the
advantage on their side,
Lion Castle were the first
to score when San Roman

hit a 30-yard penalty
along the ground with just
over a minute gone off the
clock. However, not too far
behind was the hard-hit-
ting Taylor who cracked a
60-yard past two defend-
ers to put Silver Point on
the boards. Cole put back
some distance between
Lion Castle and Silver
Point when he sent the
ball home with a lovely
cut-shot. Showing that he
too could put some power
behind the ball, San
Roman cracked a 60-yard

penalty to put Lion Castle
up to three and a half.
With just over a minute
left before the end of the
first chukka, Taylor es-
corted the ball all the way
through the uprights after
pulling a marker all the
way out to the boards be-
fore turning for goal.

There were two goals in
the second and they both
came from Taylor who
looked to be unstoppable.
He also started the third
chukka with his fifth goal
of the game to blow Lion

Castle's initial lead well
out of the water. A late ef-
fort in the third from
Clerice saw Lion Castle on
to four and a half but that
would be as far as they
would go. The fourth was
the Adam Deane show as
the youngster scored the
two final goals, one of
which was a beautiful
under-neck shot from
about 40 yards out that
sailed to the uprights.

The tourney continues
today with two games at
Holders.

WEYMOUTH Wales are
finally showing some of
the quality that saw them
come away winners of the
2014 KFC Champions
Cup as they registered
their first win of the
Barbados Football
Association’s Digicel
Premier League on
Tuesday night.Coming up
against Solaris Pinelands
at the National Stadium
in a rescheduled game
from last Thursday, they
pounded the opposition to
take a five-one victory.

Wales’ star-striker
Tristan Parris opened the
account for his team in the
14th minute of the game
while Jomo Harewood got
his first of the night on the
half-hour mark.Harewood
would come knocking
again in the 37th and the
Pinelands custodian would

let him in to give Wales a
three-nil lead at the half.
Going the other way,Wales
refused to let up and
Kemar Headley got his
third goal for the season in
the 54th.Jason King made
it five-nil in the 75th and
when it looked like things
would end that way,Lionel
Paul sank a consolation for
Pinelands in the 86th.

The second game saw
Direct TV Paradise bounc-
ing back from their open-
ing game defeat at the
hands of the Barbados
Defence Force Sports
Programme. This time,
they faced Silver Sands
and showed their fellow
Christ Church team no
mercy. Jabarry Chandler
was on fire in the first half
and had two goals to show
for it after efforts in the
20th and 41st minutes. In

the second, Zico Phillips
(59th), who is fresh off his
stint with the BDF, and
Armando Lashley (73rd)
brought home two more
for the four-nil result.

The league continues
today with another double-
header at the National

Stadium.Silver Sands will
be taking on the
University of the West
Indies Blackbirds at 7:00
PM while Clayton’s Kola
Tonic Notre Dame are up
against Pride of Gall Hill
in the 9:00 PM fixture.
(MP)

Silver Point and ICBL get off
mark in fine style

Roger Gooding giving chase to the ball in the
ICBL/Apes Hill game this past Tuesday.

Silver Point’s big-hitter Oliver Taylor giving chase to Alex Cole in the evening’s
last game.

Wales/Paradise secure first wins

Weymouth Wales finally found their legs with a
strong five-one win over Solaris Pinelands.

Jamar Walters’ (left) pass being intercepted here by
a Pinelands forward.
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By Michael Phillips

THE Orange House Cheetahs pulled
off a successful title defence when
Queen’s College took to the track
yesterday at the National Stadium for
their annual inter-house athletic
championships. Winning outright in
the girls and finishing second in the
boys, the defending champions
racked up a sound total of 905 points
for the win with the closest house
running 77.5 points behind.

Blue House, who have borne the
moniker ‘Vexx’ for a number of years,have
to stay angry for another year as they were
second with 827.5 points. The Yellow
House Panthers were third with 814, and
the Red Raptors, despite winning in the
boys, finished down the line in fourth
(771.5).The Green Dragons ended on 733
while the Purple Pirates were prevented
from any plundering to bring up the rear
with 611.

With Victrix Ludorum Shannon Skeete
hauling in 67 points in Division 1,she was
the only champion for the Cheetahs.

Raking in most of her points in earlier
events, she did well enough on the day to
win the 400 Metre (M) with a time of
1:10.41 minutes, finish second in the 100
M (14.65 seconds) behind Yellow’s Ariel
Burke (14.13 seconds), and come home
third in the 200 M.

The Victor Ludorum and Division 2
champion was Akem Callender and he will
be one to watch in the coming weeks. He
helmed the Raptors’ attack with a massive
71 points and ended with a perfect day on
the track.He was across the line first in the
400 M in 50.68 seconds (s) as well as the
200 M (23.14 s) and the 100 M (11.73 s).

Red House had one other champion and
that was Adam Niles. He won Division 1
Boys with 62 points.Division 3 went to the
Panthers’ Joshua Spencer (44) and the
Pirates were able to commandeer Division
4 through Brandon Morris (38).Outside of
Skeete’s effort, all the other female
divisions went to Blue House. Division 2
was won by Niara Forde (62), Division 3
belonged to Kiara Eversley (44), while
Varia Boyce (28)was the top girl in Division
4.

Orange Cheetahs speed
away with another victory

Aria Small of Yellow House won the Div 2 Girls High Jump.

The Div 4 Boys 800m in progress.
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KARACHI – Former captain Wasim
Akram is eager to help the Pakistan
players salvage their World Cup campaign
in Australia and New Zealand, he said on
Tuesday.

Pakistan lost their opening match of the
tournament by 76 runs to arch-rivals
India.

“The irony is neither the Pakistan
cricket authorities nor anyone in the team
has approached me to help or advise
them,” Wasim said on the Geo News
Channel.

One of the world’s great fast bowlers
during his pomp, Akram is working as a
broadcaster at the World Cup.

“I am here in the World Cup and I want
to go and help our players adjust and do
well in the tournament in these
conditions. But I can’t do this without an
invitation,” he said.

The 48-year-old Akram, who took 414
test and 502 one-day international
wickets, helped Pakistan win the 1992
World Cup in Australia and New Zealand.

“I am often criticized for not helping

Pakistani players but giving tips to
players from other countries,” he said.

“This is unfair as even now if they ask
me I will go and help in anyway because
I know a lot about modern day cricket and
players in this World Cup and I want to
see Pakistan reach the knockout stage.”

Pakistan play West Indies on Saturday
with group matches against South Africa,
the United Arab Emirates and Ireland to
follow.

“Our batsmen will keep on struggling
until they also play on the front foot,”
Akram said.

“Against India we struggled because the
batsmen were afraid to come forward as
if the ball was a grenade,” he added.

“I have played a lot in Australia and
New Zealand but I don’t know why the
board and management is shy of
approaching me for help,”said Akram who
captained Pakistan to the 1999 World Cup
final.

“I don’t want a job in Pakistan cricket.
I just want to see our team in the knockout
stage. Then anything can happen.”

CANBERRA, Australia –
Afghanistan’s much-heralded first
Cricket World Cup match ended in
defeat yesterday when Bangladesh
took three early wickets for three
runs on the way to beating the
fledgling side by 105 runs.

Afghanistan thrilled thousands of flag-
waving expatriates at Manuka Oval
earlier in the day by making a promising
start to its debut match in the 50-over
tournament, taking four early wickets
and then rallying after Shakib Al Hasan
and Mushfiqur Rahim combined for a
114-run partnership to bowl
Bangladesh, which won the toss, out for
267.

But Afghanistan was never in the
match in reply, failing to hit its first
boundary until the 10th over and
requiring an unlikely nine runs per over

with 15 overs to go. It was all out for 162
runs in 42.5 overs.

“We’re disappointed with our
performance today, that isn’t a true
reflection of how we play,”Afghanistan’s
English coach Andy Moles said. “But in
any game of cricket, when you’re 3 for 3
... not many teams can come back from
that. We had a couple of good
partnerships but then they didn’t go on
long enough.”

Afghanistan captain Mohammad
Nabi, who spent time in a Pakistan
refugee camp, top-scored with 44 runs
before being removed by fellow skipper
Mashrafe Mortaza, the Bangladesh
bowler’s third wicket of the night.

The play of the match came when
Bangladesh’s Rubel Hossain made an
outstanding catch at the long-boundary
to dismiss Nawroz Mangal for 27.

Bangladesh beats Afghanistan
first-timers at Cricket WCup

Akram keen to help revive
Pakistan’s World Cup campaign

Bangladesh’s Rubel Hossain (right) celebrates after dismissing Afghanistan’s
Afsar Zazai during their Cricket World Cup match, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2015.

 



FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or Profes-
sional services

Located in Strathclyde (near 
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate 
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to 
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUCTION SALES

CARL HOLLIGAN 
GRADUATE OF THE OHIO 
SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON THURSDAY 19/02/2015 
THE FOLLOWING WORKING &  
DAMAGED VEHICLES :- 

ONE 2009 NISSAN NAVARA at  
Courtesy Garage at 1:00pm

ONE 2006 MAZDA 3 at McE-
nEarney Garage at 1:15pm

ONE 1998 SUZUKI BALENO at
at Auto Rescue 1:35pm

ONE 2004 FORD RANGER at
ICBL Crash Lot at 1:50pm

ONE 2009 AND ON 2008 
CHEVROLET SPARK,ONE 
2007 TOYOTA NOAH, ONE 
2007 SUZUKI APV VAN, ONE 
1996 WORKING AE 110 TOY-
OTA COROLLA, ONE 2011 
AUDI A4, ONE 2009 TOYOTA
YARIS, ONE 2006 NISSAN 
BLUEBIRD, ONE 1999 NISSAN 
SENTRA at Gabriel Downes  
Garage at 2:10pm

ONE 2013 SUZUKI SWIFT at 
Simpson Motors at 2:45pm

ONE 2011 SUZUKI ALTO at
Champion Auto at 3:15pm

ONE 1996 EP91 TOYOTA
STARLET at Skinnies Auto at 
3:30pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 233-1818/ 247-2906

JOB SEEKERS
Experienced Secretary/ Recep-
tionist/ Office Clerk seeks em-
ployment. Full or Part Time.
Mature lady. Own Transportation
Honest and reliable.

Please call:435-6171/232-5751

NEED YOUR PROPERTY
MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping, grass-
ing, spraying, mowing, forking, 
weeding, model: suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once 
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

NOTICES

THE SOCIETIES WITH
RESTRICTED LIABILITY
ACT CAP 318B (THE “ACT”)

C-IXP, SRL

NOTICE IS HEREBY-
GIVEN that the sole quota-
holder of C-IXP, SRL has by 
Special Resolution author-
ised and directed that the 
Society bedissolved and 
liquidated voluntarily in 
accordance with the
provisions of Section 31 of 
the Act.

Dated this 17th day of Febru-
ary 2015.

Girish Pathak
Manager

NOTICES NOTICES

NOTICESNOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on
.Renovating 

.Building 
.Repainting

.Large Residential 
.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874
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WELLINGTON – New
Zealand coach Mike
Hesson maintains his
players got the “job done”
with their unconvincing
three-wicket win over
Scotland in their second
Cricket World Cup.

The win at Dunedin’s
University Oval kept
New Zealand unbeaten in
Pool A and, because New
Zealand surpassed
Scotland’s total of 142 in
fewer than 25 overs, its
net run rate remains
high.

But Scotland captain
Preston Mommsen
suggested his bowlers
may have exposed the
vulnerability of the New
Zealand batsmen under

pressure and the match
was a poor dress
rehearsal for the Kiwi’s
toughest test to date,
against England in
Wellington on Friday.

Hesson admitted the
New Zealand’s batting
effort was “untidy” but
doubted Scotland had
exposed any terminal
weaknesses.

“After two matches
we’re in a good spot,”
Hesson said. “We won the
game and got our net run
rate up. Those were the
two objectives.

“To win in less than 25
overs is significant, even
if we would have liked to
have done it with three or
four down. We could have
got there none down in 30
overs and been worse off.
It’s crucial where we
finish (in the pool) to
ensure we rank high for
the quarterfinals.”

BRISBANE –
Australia’s World Cup
campaign as well as
Michael Clarke’s long-
awaited return could
be blown off course by
a tropical cyclone
which threatens to
dump 30cm of rain on
Brisbane in the lead-
up to Saturday’s clash
with Bangladesh.

Australia’s meteorology
office has forecast an 80
percent chance of rain,
with thunderstorms on
Saturday when the game
takes place at the Gabba.

“Beautiful sunshine at
the moment, but I think
that’s it for the day – we
got a couple of days of wet
weather,” Australia coach
Darren Lehmann said

yesterday.
"We’ll work out what

the best XI is once it
clears up. It might be
different with overcast
conditions and we might
decide to play a different
way, and it depends on
the wicket.”

The uncertainty over
the weather has created
doubts over Clarke’s
scheduled return to the
team after he missed last
weekend’s 111-run
opening win against
England at Melbourne.

Stand-in skipper
George Bailey is the man
expected to make way for
Clarke but it could be
that the wild weather will
leave the captain kicking
his heels until Australia’s

third game of the
tournament, against
fellow co-hosts and title
contenders New Zealand
in Auckland on February
28.

Lehmann insisted
Australia’s selectors
would not be influenced
by outside “feedback”
when they decide on who
to drop ahead of the
Gabba clash, with many
critics demanding all-
rounder Shane Watson be
axed after his golden
duck against England.

“You do listen to what’s
being said but at the end
of the day you have got to
make the right call for
that particular game,”
Lehmann told SEN radio.

“You get all the callers

and all the feedback but
you’ve got to make the
right decision and we’ll
always try and do that.”

The grim weather
forecast could force the
players indoors for nets
after rain hit the Gabba
training session on
Wednesday.

“The wickets were a
little bit juicy so it was
interesting facing the
quicks that was for sure,”
said Australia all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell.

“I just faced Patty
Cummins with a new ball
in there (the nets) and I
don’t wish that on
anyone. If it is like that
(juicy), I guess it would be
a temptation to let four
quicks rip (on Saturday).”

NOTICES NOTICES NOTICES NOTICES NOTICES

NOTICES
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Cyclone threatens Aussie
cricket captain Clarke’s return

NZ coach Hesson
upbeat after win over
Scotland at World Cup



28 • Thursday February 19, 2015 The Barbados Advocate



Thursday February 19, 2015 • 29The Barbados Advocate

Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,500

BICO Limited 16-Feb-15 - - - $1.90 $1.90 - $1.81 - 6,156 -

Banks Holdings Limited 18-Feb-15 98,200 $2.85 $2.84 $2.86 $2.85 -$0.01 $2.50 $2.85 8,856 48,398

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - $1.50 $1.60 100 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 625

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 18-Feb-15 2,630 $2.49 $2.48 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 $2.48 $2.50 820 32,287

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited -* 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.52 $3.00 300 7,315-

FirstCaribbean International Bank 18-Feb-15 5,000 $1.90 $1.90 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.85 $1.90 50 7,166

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 18-Feb-15 2,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00 $0.22 - 8,000 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 18-Feb-15 2,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.00 $0.55 - 3,000 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 18-Feb-15 438 $6.42 $6.42 $6.40 $6.40 $0.00 $6.42 - 171 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 18-Feb-15 500 $2.40 $2.40 $2.40 $2.40 $0.00 $2.36 $2.41 500 2,017

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 18-Feb-15 4,958 $20.01 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00 $20.00 - 268 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 12-Feb-15 - - - $6.77 $6.77 - $6.76 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 5,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 18-Feb-15 10,227 $1.76 $1.76 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 - $1.76 - 7,609

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,897

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 125,953 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 10-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 65,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
February 18, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

13-Feb-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4845 0.0028
13-Feb-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4991 0.0013
13-Feb-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2661 -0.0006
12-Feb-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.289 -0.0080
06-Feb-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w    4.8044   4.8044 4.8044  -0.0104
06-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8446 0.0003
06-Feb-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0043 0.0001
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6681    4.6681 4.5747  -0.0059
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8204    0.8204 0.8039  -0.0053
31-Jan-15 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4275   1.4275 1.3989    0.0073
13-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w   2.28 -0.01
13-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 -0.01
13-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -      w    1.05 0.01

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 98,200 $2.85 $2.84 $2.85 -$0.01
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,227 $1.76 $1.76 $1.80 $0.00
FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK 5,000 $1.90 $1.90 $1.80 $0.00
MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,958 $20.01 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00
CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED 2,630 $2.49 $2.48 $3.00 $0.00
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - DEV FUND      2,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND       2,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.00
INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 500 $2.40 $2.40 $2.40 $0.00
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 438 $6.42 $6.42 $6.40 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
February 18, 2015

One security declined and eight traded firm as 125,953 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $418,545.23. Banks
Holdings Limited was the volume leader trading 98,200 shares at a high of $2.85 and a low of $2.84 before closing down one (1) cent
at $2.85. They were followed by Sagicor Financial Corporation and FirstCaribbean International Bank which traded 10,227 and 5,000
shares respectively. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
February 18th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

February 18, 2015 February 17, 2015
Local  2,138.63 2,138.90 (0.27)
Cross-list 1,729.04 1,729.04 -   
Composite 614.38 614.43 (0.05)

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
February 18, 2015 February 17, 2015

Local  5,368.24 5,368.89 (0.65)
Cross-list 2,899.45 2,899.45 -   
Composite 8,267.69 8,268.34 (0.65)        

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

BICO Limited - Directors have fixed January 26th, 2015 as the record
date for the determination of shareholders entitled to receive notice of
the Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on
February 26th, 2015.

PUT THROUGH NOTICE
CIBC FirstCaribbean Trust and Merchant Bank Limited would like to
announce the put-through of 20,000 shares in Goddard Enterprises
Limited at $6.40 set to take place on February 19th, 2015.

First Citizens Investment Services (Barbados) Limited would like to
announce the put-through of 1,728 shares in Banks Holdings Limited at
$2.92 set to take place on February 23rd, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE
Trinidad Cement Limited - At a meeting of the Board of Directors of
Trinidad Cement Limited held on Friday 6th February, 2015, the Board
passed a resolution to raise capital through a Rights Issue of
124,882,568 new shares at a price of TT $2.90 per share. Subject to
obtaining all necessary approvals and the removal by Shareholders of
the 20% restriction on share ownership (as per Article 5, Schedule 2 of
TCL's Articles of Continuance), Shareholders will be offered the right to
purchase one new share for every two shares held.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND

3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=78117&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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RIO de Janeiro – World
number three Rafael
Nadal made an impres-
sive return to compe-
tition after an
Australian Open quar-
ter-final loss, dispatch-
ing Brazil’s Thomaz
Bellucci 6-4, 6-1 at the
ATP Rio Open.

Defending champion
Nadal, a 14-time Grand
Slam champion, needed
only 91 minutes in ad-
vancing to a second-round
matchup Thursday
against Spanish compa-
triot Pablo Carreno Busta.

In the host city for next
year’s Olympics, 2008
Beijing Olympic gold
medal winner Nadal im-
proved to 15-0 on
Brazilian soil, having won
titles at Costa do Sauipe in
2005, Sao Paulo in 2013
and Rio last year.

The 28-year-old left-

hander began his 2015
season in Doha, where he
lost in the first round
while defending his title.
At the Australian Open,
Nadal saw a 17-match win
streak against Tomas
Berdych end with a sur-
prise exit.

Clay-court maestro
Nadal, who seeks his sixth
French Open title in a row
and 10th overall on
Roland Garros clay later
this year, elevated his play
in the second set of his
first match on the surface
since last June’s Grand
Slam final victory over
Novak Djokovic.

Bellucci’s third double
fault of the match handed
Nadal a break after five
prior missed chances for a
3-2 lead, but the Brazilian
broke back in the next
game to level the opening
set.

Top seed Nadal and
64th-ranked Bellucci ex-
changed breaks in the
next two games before
Nadal broke again for a 5-
4 edge and held to take the
first set after 51 minutes
on a service winner.

Nadal broke to start the
second set and broke
again at love for a 3-0

edge, taking 14 of the first
20 points contested, and
held twice for a 5-1 edge.

On Nadal’s third match
point chance of the sev-
enth game, Bellucci hit a
forehand long to surren-
der the break and the
match, falling in the first
round for the fourth time
in five events this year.

ENGLAND won silver at
the European Mixed Team
Championships after los-
ing 3-0 in the final to
Denmark.

The Danes took advan-
tage as England, the sec-
ond seeds, were without
the injured Rajiv Ouseph
in Belgium.

Line Kjaersfeldt beat
Fontaine Chapman 21-14
21-11, before world num-
ber 112 Toby Penty lost to
European champion Jan
O Jorgensen 21-18 21-14.

Kamilla Rytter Juhl and
Christinna Pedersen then
defeated Heather Oliver
and Lauren Smith 21-9
21-14.

The Danes,edged out by

Russia two years ago,have
now won 10 of the last 11
mixed team titles at the
biennial event.

England last won gold
31 years ago and were
claiming their sixth silver
since 1998.

"I don't have a smile on
my face right now and nor
do the team as most of
them have been in this po-
sition before and wanted
to changed that," admit-
ted head coach Jakob Hoi.

England surged through
the group stages with two
5-0 wins over Belgium and
Ireland,before beating the
Netherlands 3-1 in the last
eight and defeating Russia
3-2 in the semi-finals.

Defending champion Nadal
advances in Rio

England win silver
in European
Mixed Team
Championships

Rafael Nadal  returns to Thomaz Bellucci during their
men's singles tennis match at the Rio Open.
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NEW YORK – The NBA
is soaring higher than
ever.

With a growing global
reach and international
players dotting most ros-
ters,a group of marketable
rising young superstars
led by Stephen Curry,
more competitive balance,
financial stability, and an
upcoming infusion of $24
billion from a television
deal, the league is bounc-
ing beautifully.

The state of the game
couldn’t be much better.
However, everyone knows
good times can fade fast.

There’s a pivotal play de-
veloping over the next few
years that could threaten
the thriving league again.
As the movers and shakers
in the pro basketball in-
dustry gathered this past
weekend for All-Star fes-
tivities celebrating the
league’s past and present,
there were watchful eyes
on an uncertain future.

With players and own-
ers able to opt out of the
current collective bargain-
ing agreement after the
2016-17 season, a labour
battle looms – and players
plan to be prepared.

The NBA Players
Association unanimously
elected LeBron James as
vice president last week at
its annual meeting.James’

presence on the executive
committee – and perhaps
at the bargaining table – is
a sign the union means
business.

“We had a lockout before
when I was in the league
and our game was really
good at that time, too,”
James, the four-time MVP
and face of the sport told
The Associated Press dur-
ing the NBA’s mid-season
showcase. “Hopefully, we
don’t have to reach that
point because both sides
love where we’re at and
what we’re doing.”

On the surface, it’s hard
to find many flaws with
the league’s current sta-
tus.

Ratings are high, the
value of franchises has ex-
ploded and Commissioner
Adam Silver has taken the
ball from David Stern and
powered forward. Silver,
who recently celebrated
one year on the job, has
skilfully navigated around
some sticky issues, includ-
ing the racial remarks
made by former Clippers
owner Donald Sterling
that could’ve divided play-
ers and ended up uniting
them.

Silver acted quickly in
removing Sterling,and his
swift punishment
strengthened a relation-
ship with players that will

undoubtedly be tested in
the years ahead.Those po-
tentially crippling issues
are out of sight now, and a
widening international au-
dience is tuning in to see
NBA action.

“The game is bigger than
ever,” said James,
Cleveland’s star now in his
12th season. “The money
that’s generated is bigger
than ever and our athletes
and our guys are doing
what they need to do on
the floor and off it to repre-
sent the game at a high
level.So hopefully we don’t
have to come to the point
that we were in 2011-12,
when we had the lockout.
The process is going to get
started and we don’t have
to come to that.”

NEW York  - Oklahoma
City’s Russell Westbrook
poured in 41 points to lead
the Western Conference to
a 163-158 victory over the
East in a record-setting
NBA All-Star Game.

The total points scored
in the 64th edition of the
mid-season showcase on
Sunday surpassed last
year’s 163-155 Eastern
Conference win for the
highest-scoring NBA All-
Star Game in history.

Westbrook earned Most
Valuable Player honors as
he fell one point shy of the
All-Star game record of 42
set by Wilt Chamberlain
back in 1962.

Westbrook’s 27 first-half
points were a record for an
All-Star half and he closed
out the contest with two
free throws – a rarity on a
night when spectacular of-
fensive moves were the

order of the day and de-
fense was conspicuously
absent.

The Western
Conference’s 25 three-
pointers were the most
ever for one team in an All-
Star Game, and the com-

bined 48 three-pointers
from both teams were also
a record.

“It’s amazing,”
Westbrook said after he ac-
cepted the MVP trophy
from NBA commissioner
Adam Silver.

As NBA soars on and
off floor, trouble
could be looming

West downs East in
record  All-Star Game

Oklahoma City’s Russell Westbrook 
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Silver Point 
and ICBL get off

mark in fine style

By Patricia Thangaraj

TEACHERS must be part-
ners in education.

This is the belief of Minister of
Education, Science, Technology
and Innovation, Ronald Jones,
who delivered remarks at the
launch of the Enhancing
Teacher Effectiveness
Component of the ESEP 2 yes-
terday at the Hilton Barbados.

He said that Barbadians often
praise the success this island
has achieved to date when it
comes to its educational system
and while there are a lot of pos-
itive steps taken in this regard,
there is still always more that
can be done to enhance it. This
especially holds true when it
comes to lifting those students
who are currently underachiev-
ing within this system, which
can be accomplished through
partnerships with other stake-
holders in this system.

“We applaud sometimes in our
country the relative success of
our education system, but we
know it is relative.We know that
there is much more which has to
be done to lift so many of our 

UNITE on Page 6

WORK TOGETHER
Teachers, 
principals and
parents must be
partners in effort

Minister of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation, Ronald Jones interacting with one of the teachers at yesterday’s
event.

      


