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By Ashlee Cox

TEACHERS from both
the Parkinson
Memorial and the
Alma Parris secondary
schools, will not be re-
turning to the class-
rooms this week until
the environments be-
come better conducive
to learning and teach-
ing.

This was one of the out-
comes highlighted by
President of the
Barbados Union of
Teachers (BUT), Pedro
Shepherd, as he spoke to
the media in a press con-
ference that immediately
proceeded the conclusion
of the BUT-called meet-
ing.

As revealed by
Shepherd, the teachers
fear for their safety and
as such will not be re-
turning this week to
work.

“A most serious matter
was brought to the
Union’s attention and
that is a matter which in-
volved students bringing
knives to school and actu-
ally not being repri-
manded by the Principal
and so teachers at that
meeting, well some of
them would have heard
of it for the first time, and
they felt and we as a
Union would have to sup-
port them in this particu-
lar case, where if you

have incidences where
children are bringing
weapons onto the school

compound, that all mem-
bers of staff on the school
compound, whether

teaching or ancillary,
should be made aware of
the situation, because

these persons would have
to interact with the stu-
dents during the course

of the day and from time
to time,” he explained.
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OVER 2 500 more
Barbadians are set to be-
come homeowners, as
Government looks to di-
vest as many as 2 629
units which are currently
owned by the National
Housing Corporation
(NHC).

Minister of Housing,
Lands and Rural
Development, Denis
Kellman made the disclo-
sure while leading off the

debate on a resolution to
vest in the National
Housing Corporation
(NHC), land at Rosemont,
St. Michael, which is com-
prised of some 69 hous-
ing units and is a part of
the Government’s 20-
year programme to trans-
fer terrace units in its
rental portfolio to those
persons who were ten-
ants of the NHC Estates
for 20 years up. He said

that the total number of
transfers is in the region
of 3 885 units, but the
ownership of some of
those units have been
transferred already. With
that in mind, Kellman
said that once all the
units are transferred, it
will be one of the largest
housing applications that
this Government, or any
other government, would
have been able to do at

any one time.
The Minister’s com-

ments came as he ex-
plained that while the
programme has taken
some time to execute, per-
sons must appreciate
that there are specific
regulations that the NHC
had to comply with.
Additionally, he said that
there were also repairs
that had to be done, the
electrical installations

had to be upgraded and
firewalls had to be in-
stalled in the units in
order to make them suit-
able for transfer.

“I am saying Mr
Speaker that one has to
recognise that this
Government, being a car-
ing government, did not
just pass anything just to
the tenants, but we are
ensuring that it would
not cost them in any sub-

stantial way, any signifi-
cant costs. So Mr. Speaker
one must appreciate Sir,
that this Government has
recognised its social re-
sponsibility to the public
of Barbados; one by first
offering these units; and
two, by ensuring that
they have a good deliver-
able,” he said.

Kellman’s comments
came as he disclosed that 
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SAFETY CONCERNS
Teachers at two local schools will be staying away this week until certain matters are addressed

From left: Executive members of the Barbados Union of Teachers (BUT) Adrian Ward and Dwayne Greenidge with President of the
BUT, Pedro Shepherd, as he spoke at the press conference.

More people have option to own their units
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By Ashlee Cox

IT is time for the matter concerning
the teachers and the principal of the
Parkinson Memorial Secondary
School to be resolved, as it is the stu-
dents who are being held to ransom.

This is according to President of the
Barbados National Council of Parents
and Teachers Association, Rhonda
Blackman.

She said that she is saddened by the
situation at the Parkinson School and it
is quite unfortunate that the students
are being held as scapegoats.

“The parents in Barbados, the parents
of the students of Parkinson must take a
stance and understand that their 
children’s education is being compro-
mised. And what the Barbados National
Council of Parents and Teachers Asso-

ciation is going to do, I am going to call a
meeting with my executive in short
order… I spoke to the President of the
PTA of Parkinson last night and if it
means that we have to mobilise our par-
ents at the Parkinson school, mobilise
students at the Parkinson school to get
some resolve to this matter, we will have
to do whatever we have to do,” she
stressed.

“This is beginning to fester, it is begin-
ning to feel like a cancer and we are call-
ing on the authorities to do everything in
their power to ensure that this situation
is resolved. I’ve been given the opportu-
nity to address the students just now in
the hall and I am very impressed with
their level of behaviour. I was impressed
with the insight and they too have a sense
of feeling that this situation is going on
too long; they too believe that their edu-

cation is being compromised and we com-
mended the few teachers that are there.”

Stating that it was her belief that the
Barbados Union of Teachers had a job to
do, she nonetheless pointed out that it
was time for this matter to be addressed
and made a call for Barbados to rally
around the affected youths.

“All of Barbados have to rally around
these children and recognise what is hap-
pening. We can’t continue like this, we
cannot allow it to fester every single term,
every single time; so basically what I am
saying is that there must be a resolve! It
cannot continue, it cannot be business as
usual as it relates to this situation,” she
said.

Students losing out

President of the Barbados National
Council of Parents and Teachers
Association, Rhonda Blackman.

THE Barbados Union of Teachers
(BUT) is calling on the Ministry of
Education to assist them in creating an
environment at the Parkinson and
Alma Parris Memorial Schools that is
safe and conducive to learning and
teaching.

Due to a lack of disciplinary meas-
ures by the Principal of Parkinson, Jeff
Broomes, especially when it comes to
students bringing weapons onto the
school compound, President of the BUT
Pedro Shepherd stressed that the 
teachers do not feel safe at work and
therefore will be off site until the is-
sues are resolved.

“I believe as the representative of the

teachers at Parkinson that this Union
has a responsibility to be there for the
teachers to give that kind of support. I
believe that we also have a responsibil-
ity to write the employer, the Ministry
of Education, to indicate to them what
are the issues that are continuing to
plague the Parkinson Memorial School
in particular, and to have the Ministry
address these issues in the shortest pos-
sible time… Teachers fear for their lives
and the Safety and Health at Work Act
clearly states that persons should not be
working in environments that are
threatening, environments that are un-
safe and we are not going to encourage
our teachers, our members, to work in

such environments” he noted.
“For the Ministry then, we expect that

something would be done at the school
that teachers would feel that they can
go back into the environment and do
the job that they are paid for. So they
are here at the BUT to attend a meet-
ing called by the BUT to discuss these
issues, and it is not a case where teach-
ers don’t want to work…” he highlighted

Stating that they want the schools to
be able to function in such a way to fa-
cilitate teaching and learning, he called
on the Ministry of Education to put pro-
tocols and systems in place so that these
issues would recur.

(AC)

THE Principal of the Parkinson
Memorial School, Jeff Broomes, is unim-
pressed by the action taken by some of
the teachers at the school. Several failed
to turn up yesterday, attending a
Barbados Union of Teachers (BUT) meet-
ing at the BUT Headquarters instead.

Stressing that he was not made aware
of this action, he nonetheless said that he
had no qualms with the Union doing
what it must. However, he pointed out
that he was not informed and only knows
about any issues through the media re-
ports that there are teachers who are op-
posed to his management style.

Stating that he does not know the 
direction in which this action is 
headed, he stressed that he has never
been told about anything from 
the Union, and he is unaware of any
problems between himself and the teach-
ers.

“The Union has never ever said any-
thing to me, raised any issue with me,
raised any question with me, sought any
clarification with me, has never spoken
to me on any matter, neither has 
the Ministry of Education, because I
don’t know what is going on... All 
I’ve heard out there is in the news 
about management style... I know my
style is to do the best for the children of
this school and for the staff as well 
and for the legacy of this school,” he
stated.

“I have a good relationship with them
[teachers], I do not know of any personal
feelings. I think I do more for the teach-
ers at this school than any principal has
done for them before – and I make no
bones about that – so if some of them
have issues with me because of my 
insistence that they do their work, my 
insistence that they do schemes; and my
insistence that they accept supervisory
responsibility... if they have issues with
me I don’t know that, they have not said
it to me, but I will still continue to do
what I think is right and what I know is
professionally sound,” he added.

(AC)

Broomes in the
dark over issues
with teachers

Principal of the Parkinson Memorial School, Jeff Broomes, says he was not informed of the meeting.

Lack of discipline a big problem

       



A NUMBER of
Government housing
projects have been
completed and others
are nearing comple-
tion, as the Freundel
Stuart Administration
seeks to meet the de-
mands of persons look-
ing for a place to call
home.

According to the
Minister of Housing,
Lands and Rural
Development, Member of
Parliament for St. Lucy,
Denis Kellman, among
these projects is the hous-

ing development at
Constant, St. George
which he indicated is ex-
pected to finish before the
end of April this year. He
spoke of this and other de-
velopments in the House
of Assembly yesterday
morning as the House,
minus the Opposition
Barbados Labour Party,
debate a resolution to vest
lands at Rosemont, St.
Michael in the National
Housing Corporation
(NHC).

“We are moving forward
with the one at River; we

have completed the one at
Grotto and we are now
seeking to complete the
one at Parish Land etc,
and we are also working
at the one down at
Durants, West
Terrace/Durants. So there
is no doubt that we are not
ignoring the social needs
of persons,” Kellman told
the Lower House.

He made the comments
as he also revealed that
his Ministry has been
seeking to ensure that per-
sons trying to purchase
NHC properties are able

to get into those proper-
ties as quickly as possible.
To that end, he said that
his Ministry came up with
a policy to rent houses to
prospective homeowners
until the mortgage they
have applied for is fi-
nalised.

“What we did is ask per-
sons who might have been
paying $1000 in rent a
month, or who might have
been begging a scotch
somewhere to come to
NHC, once you have qual-
ified to purchase a house,
to come and pay $500 a

month – move in, start
doing your landscaping
while you’re waiting for
your 100 percent mort-
gage… And most of those
persons would have been
paying other persons over
$1000 per month, which
meant that they would
have been saving them-
selves $500 or more on a
monthly basis,” he said.

He said despite the fact
that the policy was a win-
win for both prospective
homeowners and the NHC

it was met with some crit-
icism. Given that, he said
the NHC and his Ministry
will be seeking to ensure
that persons fully under-
stand the policy and are
able to benefit from it.
That assurance came as
he indicated that to date
under the policy, they have
been able to secure resi-
dents for the housing de-
velopment at Lancaster 1
and the intention is to take
it right through the min-
istry. (JRT)
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ABOUT 1.20 am on
Tuesday, February 10,
2015, a Police patrol inter-
cepted a motor car at
Mangrove, St. Thomas.
The occupants of the car

ran away and escaped into
the surrounding bushes,
and the body of a man was
discovered inside.

Investigations are con-
tinuing.

SAFETY from Page 1

Continuing he noted, “It
was stated clearly then,
that nothing was done. As
serious as the matter was,
those persons who had
these weapons were not
punished in any way by
the principal. They were
neither flogged, they were
neither given letters to
take home to their parents,
they were not suspended;
those children remain on
the compound today and it
is a case where the teach-
ers at Parkinson School re-
ally fear for their safety.”

As noted by Shepherd,
added to the lack of disci-
plinary measures by the
principal, the teachers also
had to contend with the
chaotic atmosphere of the

school, where at certain
times of the day practically
the entire school at
Parkinson was on the
move and children there-
fore were difficult to track,
and were not attending the
classes as they were sup-
posed to do. In addition he
revealed that there had
been an incident of stu-
dents being caught setting
fire to paper in the class-
room, and this matter was
also not adequately ad-
dressed.

“We believe that some-
thing has to be done to
allow some semblance of
normalcy to prevail …
some sense where teach-
ers can feel safe in the
classroom, safe walking
along the corridors and so
on,” he stated.

Kellman gives update on Gov’t housing initiatives

Chaos present

Unnatural death at
Mangrove, St. Thomas 



PRIME Minister
Freundel Stuart be-
lieves a form of rent
restriction legislation
to prevent landlords
from raising rent, at
times out of the reach
of tenants is needed in
Barbados.

His comments came in
the Lower Chamber yes-
terday when adding the
debate on a Resolution to
vest in the National
Housing Corporation of a
parcel of land, the prop-
erty of the Crown, situate
at “Rosemont”, Deacons
Road, Black Rock, St.
Michael for housing de-
velopment.

The Prime Minister ex-
plained that persons
seeking to increase the
rent on his or her land by
more than 20 percent
must go before the
Magistrate’s Court, a
move which he said
should also be applied to
the rental of property.

He said while there has
been talk that the imposi-
tion of a rent restriction
could distort the housing
marking, as persons
would be inclined to with-
draw their houses from
the rental pool, he does
not agree.

Prime Minister Stuart
further explained under
the Tenantries Control
Act there is a provision
which states that a land-
lord could go before the
Magistrate to make his or
her case for why the rent
on the land has to be
raised.

“There isn’t really
much you can do with
land to improve it apart
from putting in a road
where you and get to it
more easily. Even though
you can’t do much with
land to improve it you
still have to go to court if
you want to raise the rent
by 20 percent or more and
get at Magistrate’s per-

mission. The Permission
is not whimsically
granted. You have to sat-
isfy the magistrate that
the increase is justified.”

“If that relates to land,
I ask the question, why
can’t it relate also to
houses?” he told Members
of Parliament.

The Prime Minister
said that the landlord
also has a duty to keep
the house in tenantable
repair. “What has been
happening in Barbados
unfortunately is that we
now have too large a
number of landlords and
landladies who do not
mind receiving the rent
but who are reluctant to
spend much of the rent
they are receiving on
keeping the premises in
tenantable repair.”

“The time has come
where we have to look at
ways and means of con-
trol that that form of
abuse. Let me make it

very clear, I do not, I can-
not, condone tenants liv-
ing in people’s property
and not paying their rent.
Landlords have the right
to receive the rent which
they have charged and on
which they and the ten-
ant have agreed.”

The Prime Minister
lamented that there was
a practice where rents
were raised to the point
where tenants had to va-
cate the property and pro-
viding landlords with a
“golden” opportunity to
instead rent out rooms
and maximise their re-
turns. He challenged 
that this is not a safe
practice.

“This whole business of
people renting out rooms
and strangers have to live
in different rooms in the
same house. I think there
are health and other risks
attached to that practice
that are not desirable in
Barbados.”

He said every effort
must be made to ensure
that justice can be done
by landlords and tenants,

while at the same time
protecting the welfare of
the country in terms of
health and security. (JH)
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Prime Minister Freundel Stuart

WHILE there have been
delays in handing over
the keys of ownership of
government units to hun-
dreds of tenants, the
Democratic Labour Party
administration remains
focused on allowing 
citizens to own “a piece of
the rock.”

Minister of
Environment and
Drainage Dr. Denis Lowe
gave this assurance as he
outlined that one of the
major reasons for the
hold up was the fact that
many housing units were
in disrepair and had to be
modernized.

Using the Sayers Court

housing development in
his Christ Church East
constituency as an exam-
ple, he stated that there
was work to be done be-
fore these could be
handed off.

“It is a very old hous-
ing estate...(which) needs
a lot of attention and one
of the impediments to the
full actualization of the
full program that we are
talking about today is the
state of some of these 
estates because you have
to redo the electrical sys-
tems, you have to redo the
firewalls, you have to
redo the plumbing sys-
tems and after 20 years of

living in a unit, you do not
want to hand someone a
dilapidated structure,” he
stated.

Lowe assured these
tenants that government
would ensure they re-
ceived units they could be
proud of, but pointed out
that the current lack of
funds was the major
delay.

In contrast, he pointed
to the projects imple-
mented by the former
Barbados Labour Party
administration, calling
its record in housing
“abysmal”.

“I remember when or-
dinary Barbadians ran

around this country try-
ing to find the ‘Firefly’
house, the ‘Bumblebee’
house, trying to find these
houses that were prom-
ised!” he noted.

“Do we have everything
right? Perhaps not. Have
we been able to meet our
targets and the time
frames of our 
targets. Perhaps no.
Circumstances beyond
our control have affected
our progress, but at the
end of the day, we are 
still on a sprint to 
create affordable,
accessible and available
housing to ensure that
every person who desires

to have a piece of the rock
has access to that,” he 
stressed.

He made the comments
in the House of Assembly
yesterday, noting, “There
have been some 
challenges in the full 
implementation of this
program and these 
challenges are being
worked out. The message
that we want to send to
the country is that the
government has not 
recanted on its commit-
ment to institute this pro-
gram in its fullest form,
neither has it softened its
position on housing.”
(JMB)

TENANTS of housing
units at Deacons and
Fernihurst, St. Michael,
who qualify under
Government’s 20-year pro-
gramme to become the
rightful owners of those
homes, are being told that
the matter is being dealt
with and should be com-
pleted shortly.

This assurance has
come from Minister of
Finance and Economic
Affairs and Member of
Parliament for St. Michael
North West, Christopher
Sinckler. He offered this
guarantee in the House of

Assembly yesterday morn-
ing, as Government took
steps to have units located
at Rosemont, St, Michael
vested in the National
Housing Corporation
(NHC), paving the way for
the ultimate transfer of
those units.

Apologising for the
delay in getting the units
transferred, and thanking
the residents for their pa-
tience and understanding,
the Parliamentary
Representative said that
he hopes soon to convene a
special meeting with the
affected residents in his

constituency and the staff
of the NHC, to discuss the
next step forward in deal-
ing with the matter. His
comments came as he ex-
plained that there were
challenges, some beyond
the control of the
Government, which
caused delays in the exe-
cution of the programme.
Among those challenges,
he explained, were illegal
extensions, electrical up-
grades which cost around
$30 million and matters
pertaining to who were
the rightful beneficiaries.

“But a good idea is not,

as one person may put it
in a different context, is
not like milk, it doesn’t
spoil. If you have a good
idea and you keep plug-
ging away at it, you will
eventually get it done to
the eternal benefit of those
who are supposed to be the
beneficiaries of the pro-
gramme… With all of this,
the good idea has not
spoiled, it is still very
much alive and we are
pursuing this with the
vigour I believe that it de-
serves, because it is a
transformational pro-
gramme,” he said.

On another note, the MP
took the opportunity to
urge the staff of the NHC
to be respectful to and not
ill-treat the persons that
they come into contact
with on a daily basis. He
said that while the major-
ity of the people working
at the NHC were wonder-
ful employees, and should
be commended for execut-
ing their work under diffi-
cult circumstances, he had
received complaints which
would suggest that there
were a couple persons that
could not be described as
such. (JRT)

Prime Minister highlights need
for rent control in B’dos

UNITS from Page 1

the units to be divested
include 30 at Bagatelle;
85 at Belleville; 18 in
Belleplaine; 106 in
Bonnets; 320 in Deacons;
351 in Eden Lodge; 154 in
Fernihurst; 148 in Gall
Hill; 234 in Grazettes;323
in Haynesville; 64 in The
Ivy; 818 in Pinelands; 34
at Pondside; 32 at Sayers
Court and 240 at Silver
Hill. With that in mind,
the Housing and Lands
Minister noted that thou-
sands of people will be
empowered by transfer of
these properties.

The 20-year pro-
gramme was initiated by
Government in 2008 and
in the 2011 Budget,
Minister of Finance and
Economic Affairs,
Christopher Sinckler said
that that February, the
Cabinet of Barbados
agreed to a formal exten-
sion of the 20-year pro-
gramme.As such,any res-
ident having been a ten-
ant of the NHC in any of
its rental estates under
the original list of estates,
and who meet the eligibil-
ity criteria, would benefit
from the programme once
they reach the 20-year
qualification time. (JRT)

Programme
extended
in 2011

Focus remains on allowing access to ‘piece of the rock’

Tenants told not too much longer
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By Regina Selman Moore

FIRST Citizens Bank (Barba-
dos) Ltd. has launched a new
service for their credit card
holders, to help them better
manage their money and
minimise the risk of fraud
and delinquencies.

Beverley Norville, Senior Ma-
nager, Retail Banking and
Central Services at First Citi-
zens Bank, has noted that the
new SMS Campaign, consisting
of a SMS text messaging feature,
comprises three components.

The Bank's customers who
sign up for the SMS text mes-
saging feature will now receive
“payment due” reminders three
days before a payment is due via
text alerts, and this will assist
customers in avoiding late fees.

The service will also see alerts
being sent when payments are
made, which can assist custo-
mers in monitoring and tracking
their credit card information in
real time.

It will also place information at
consumers' finger tips, by allow-
ing them to receive alerts by text
message as they make purchases
over Bds$200, which seeks to re-
duce incidences of fraud.The text
message received by customers,
will show where the purchase
was made, the retailer involved
in the transaction, the amount
of the purchase and the remain-
ing balance available on the
credit card.

“This feature will be added to
all of our credit card products
that we have existing right now,
including our business card,”
Norville said yesterday during a
media briefing convened in the
Board Room of the Head Office of
First Citizens Bank, located at
Carlisle House in Bridgetown.

“As you know,at First Citizens,
we always seek to put our cus-
tomers first, and as such, we are
always looking for ways in which
to enhance our products and ser-
vices that we offer to our custo-
mers.This will improve service in

terms of allowing customers to be
better able to manage their mo-
ney,as well as to be better able to
combat those fraud attempts.As
we know, fraud is ever present
out there.

“We understand that cus-
tomers are busy and they will
welcome any incarceration that
you can have with them that

could assist them as they shop,as
they go about their daily basis,”
Norville stated.

Sonnia Squires, Manager of
the Electronic Banking Unit at
First Citizens, noted that the
Bank's customers can sign up by
visiting any of First Citizen's
branches, by filling out a form,
and within two business days,

the service will be activated.She,
however, noted that the primary
card holder will have to sign up
for the service, and will receive
all alerts to the primary mobile
phone number provided. The
service at present comes at no
cost,unless customers are roam-
ing and the service provider's
charges will apply.

First Citizens Bank
launches new SMS
Campaign for credit
card holders

From left: Kareem McClean, Marketing Officer at First Citizens Bank (Barbados) Ltd., and
Beverley Norville, Senior Manager, Retail Banking and Central Services at First Citizens Bank, lis-
ten as Sonnia Squires, Manager of the Electronic Banking Unit at First Citizens, outlines the sign
up process to activate the Bank's new SMS text messaging feature for credit card holders.
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The intra-regional mar-
ket,he revealed,performed
reasonably well in 2014,
but added that there was

room for improvement.
Riley stated that concern
remained over intra-re-
gional travel to the sub-re-
gional grouping, the
Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States, the

OECS.
“Demand for intra-re-

gional travel to the OECS
countries remained de-
pressed for most of 2014,
with preliminary esti-
mates suggesting that this

market segment con-
tracted by over three per
cent”.

Air travel remained a
positive year for air travel.
“Airlines doing business in
the Caribbean are adding
seats to destinations to
which they already fly,
while some are adding new
destinations. As a result,
capacity to Latin America
and the Caribbean in-
creased six per cent, accor-
ding to IATA, the Interna-
tional Air Transport
Association.

“Like stay-over visits, the

cruise sector’s performance
was strong last year, re-
bounding from a rise of just
over two per cent in 2013 to
post an eight per cent rise
in 2014.There were nearly
24 million cruise passen-
ger visits, compared to
around 22 million in 2013,”
he noted.

Chairman of the CTO,
Richard Sealym also high-
lighted how pleased he was
with the performance of
the Caribbean,and praised
those who work in the in-
dustry.

He added,“Last year,we

received more visitors than
ever before – recording our
fifth straight year of
growth – and visitors spent
more money in the Carib-
bean than they ever did be-
fore. All of this was
achieved in a year which
recorded moderate growth
in the world economy, all
of this an indication that
Caribbean holidays are
still in demand,all of this a
sign that,despite the mod-
erate growth, stability is
returning to the markets
and consumer confidence
is growing.” (NB)

Sealy: Growth seen in industry; still room for improvement

PLANS are being made
to see how the Interna-
tional Affairs Commit-
tee of the Guild of Stu-
dents at the University
of the West Indies func-
tions.

This was revealed by
Chair of the Committee,
Ross Baird who spoke to
The Barbados Advocate
yesterday prior to the
start of this event.

He said that this was
one of the reasons why
they were holding the
Caribbean Mock Heads of
Government, which takes
the format of a CARICOM
summit, where each stu-
dent representing their
country discusses issues
pertinent to the region
and the world.

He said that the last
time this event was held

was around three to four
years ago,and the decision
was made to re-start hos-
ing the event, because cur-
rent President, Kristeina
Beckford, is keen on revi-
talising the committee
which “has lost some of it’s
flair over the last couple
of years”.

There are currently nine
members of the Commit-
tee, drawn from various
Caribbean nations.

Other events for the
week include a food day
today, which is open to the
public and includes food
from the different islands;
a fashion show in the
Guild starting at 9:00 a.m.
tomorrow, which is free to
the public once you bring
two non-perishable items
which they would donate
to a food bank or other not-

for-profit, and on Friday,
there is a games night
starting at 6:00 p.m., also
in the guild.

Baird said that that
elections will be held
sometime in March, but
after these elections are
over, they would be look-
ing to expand, and it is
with this in mind that he
said that it is a “fun place
to be,and the experience is
good”.

Some of the topics that
were debated were foreign
affairs, the consensus on
the CARICOM Secretary
General, health protection
for Ebola and Chickun-
gunya, immigration issues
for regional students and
mainstreaming the Ca-
ribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ) and not the privy
council. (PJT)

Plans to grow committee
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TOMORROW the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
celebrates World Radio Day. Many people most
likely have never heard of this occasion and proba-
bly question the rationale behind celebrating radio,
especially in this age of more high-speed, sophisti-
cated interactive personal technologies like the
smartphone.However, radio has played a significant
role throughout history and paved the way for more
modern communications devices.Furthermore, it is
still relevant and could be key to the greater 
inclusion of more young people in designing broad-
cast messages.

Radio as we know it today is the product of 
several scientific minds who, throughout earlier
centuries,developed the concepts and then the tech-
nology – from Canadian-born physicist Reginald
Fessenden who in 1906 made the first long range
transmission of voice; to Edwin Armstrong who cre-
ated FM radio and invented the regenerative circuit
and the superheterodyne circuit, and who is consid-
ered by many to have provided the foundation for
cellular phones.

Still, there are many practical applications for
radio besides the music we hear when we turn the
dial.Radio technology is used in distress beacons on
ships and aircraft; law enforcement officers and
emergency personnel use radio transceivers (walkie
talkies); even new mothers use radio in the form of
baby monitors to keep an eye on their little ones.
However,above all these, the cell phone is undoubt-
edly the most popular use of mobile radio.

Unfortunately, in the face of the latter’s popular-
ity, traditional radio broadcasting has taken a hit to
its image, especially amongst the younger genera-
tion (under 30s). No longer do youngsters gravitate
towards the radio for their entertainment or infor-
mation needs; television and the Internet are now
the media of choice.Television creates a more attrac-
tive and arresting message with visual and audial
stimuli, while the Internet is easily accessible via
personal,portable devices like smartphones, tablets,
smart watches and laptops, and are interactive –
both in terms of technology, such as touchscreen,
and in terms of live chats and social networks.
Compared to these, traditional radio users make use
of only the audio signals sent and can only interact
if announcers allow them to telephone in during a
live broadcast.

Nevertheless, radio has its advantages, the main
one being its affordability. Though modern tech-
nologies may be popular they are costly, and in a
world where billions of people cannot afford per-
sonal technologies, radio is still the main source for
disseminating messages, namely in poor Third
World countries. This easy access as users and
broadcasters is one of the reasons why it is hoped
that radio can be the medium to effect change
amongst the younger generation.

Speaking to this in her message for the fourth an-
nual World Radio Day, UNESCO Director-General
Irina Bokova stated that: “Young producers and
broadcasters are still rare. Too few programmes
are devoted to or designed by young people. This
deficit explains the many stereotypes concerning
young people circulating in the media and over the
airwaves.” She goes on to emphasise that “radio
provides the means for change. It is a vector of 
cohesion, education and culture. It is a platform for
exchange, where young people may find their place
and express themselves.”

It is for this reason that young Barbadians should
take a renewed look at the potential of radio, and
not only celebrate its journey, but play a part in 
creating their own journeys through this medium.

Editorial

Radio – A means
for change

By Janelle Riley-Thornhill

IN recent times the local
road safety association
has been calling for all
licensed drivers to be
mandated to do a re-
fresher training course; it
is an idea I have long sup-
ported and lately feel even
more strongly about.

Over the last few years
we have seen significant
changes being made in our
road infrastructure, and
while there have been nu-
merous public service an-
nouncements made about
these changes – by way of
advertisements in the
newspapers as well as on
the television and radio
stations – my daily trips
around the island has me
convinced that these ef-
forts have not been en-
tirely successful.

One may suggest to this
writer that in most cases
there is adequate signage
regarding those changes,
and while that may be
true, that too does not

seem to be of any help.
This is because you still
have people committing
several infractions on a
daily basis, and perhaps
this is because we are
creatures of habit and so it
takes some time to change
our behaviours.

This reason, I suppose,
is why Barbadian drivers
have found it difficult to
adapt to and accept the
merge lanes and the jer-
sey barriers that have
been placed on the ABC
highway, and why they
find the new configura-
tions in the Wildey and
Warrens area also so diffi-
cult to use. Admittedly, it
takes some getting used
to, but if we simply take
the time to learn the new
rules and read the signs
that have been erected,
it would make the flow 
of traffic that much 
easier.

That then brings me to
the issue of roundabouts
and the fact that after
decades of such mecha-

nisms being utilised in
this country, people still
find them hard to under-
stand and manoeuvre. At
least four new round-
abouts have been set up
across the country and I
don’t know if it is because
people don’t know how
roundabouts operate or
because they are not used
to having them in those lo-
cations, but I have found
that people are not using
them properly.

Take the two new
roundabouts that have
been placed in the
Welches, St. Thomas area
– I still don’t understand
why someone approaching
from Warrens heading to
the new shopping mall
think they can come right
around in the outside lane
that should be used to go
straight. But in the last
few weeks I have seen nu-
merous persons do this. A
look then at the round-
about placed by the en-
trance to the shopping
mall and Cost-U-Less,and

perhaps it is because it is
smaller than usual, but I
have seen quite a number
of persons ignoring the
roundabout and abandon-
ing all common sense,
driving through the exits
and exiting from the en-
trances.A similar problem
exists in the area of
Waterford/Bush Hall
where it appears that driv-
ers do not seem to under-
stand the concept of ‘give
way’.

All these examples have
reinforced for me the need
to educate even the most
seasoned of drivers. I be-
lieve continuous driver ed-
ucation is a measure that
needs to be instituted –
whether we do so by way
of legislation, or through
the insurance companies
making it a provision of
the terms of the motor in-
surance policies that they
issue. Such a move, I am
sure, would go a long way
in helping to reduce the
number of accidents that
occur on our roads.

Ongoing training necessary
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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By Dorian Bryan

THERE is currently a sys-
tematic assault on the
rules which govern the 
ordinary and smooth func-
tioning of this society, and
we should watch our backs
as a country.

Many in this country
would want to hide their
heads and pretend that
these events are not taking
place. I, however, refuse to
allow those who perpetu-
ate this kind of thinking –
branding it as progressive
thinking for the 21st cen-
tury – to run amok in this
island, without pointing
out to those right-thinking
Barbadians and those who
have the power to stop
them from being success-
ful.

There are many in-
stances where this deteri-
oration is taking place.
One of the most recent and
ultimately most glaring
has to do with the alleged
incident at Harrison
College involving the new
headmistress. Firstly, con-
gratulations must go out
to the new principal on her
historic appointment and
being the first woman to
hold this post at one of the
most illustrious schools on

the island.This attempt to
portray her as somehow
out of touch for her re-
ported comments about
natural hair is unfortu-
nate.

As a woman, the new
principal is uniquely qual-
ified to speak to how young
female students should
dress and carry them-
selves. It is a matter of 
deportment and is fully
under the power of the
principal to execute those
rules, which fall under the
guidelines approved by the
Ministry of Education 
and by the Board of
Management of the school.
Any principal can tell any
student, if they wear natu-
ral hair or not, to ensure
that they are clean and
tidy. What is the big prob-
lem with that?

If the hair falls under 
a religious or medical 
objection, then permission
can be sought from the
Principal and the Ministry
of Education for an excep-
tion to be made. Yet as
usual, the issue ended up
on the radio airwaves and
social media, where ra-
tional thinking goes to die
a quick death.

If the rules are known,
then what is wrong with

any principal executing
their powers, within the
law, and expecting de-
cently kept hairstyles to be
maintained within the
school compound at all
times?

For those who are hard
of hearing and bordering
on silly, let me go further.
Who are you to blast the
principal without at least
looking at the message
you, with critical com-
ments, are sending?
Many of these adults had
to adhere to the rules
within the secondary
schools which they at-
tended as youth. Now as
adults they seek to cry
down the rules, which al-
lowed them to learn the
discipline which clearly
helped them to get hired
and be productive mem-
bers of society.

You can hear the unfor-
tunate comments about a
person’s hair does not stop
one from getting a job – but
their talent ensures this.
Let us be honest: someone
who walks into an inter-
view looking untidy will
not be the first choice for
most HR managers. You
have to conform to the
work environment. So
those who seek to cry down

the structures which laid
their own platforms should
look inwardly.

This goes for some 
teachers also.Dressing ap-
propriately in front of im-
pressionable students
(male and female) is im-
portant. Children will
watch your behaviour and
feel that they can do the
same. It is not a fashion
show, where tight clothes
and the latest fashion are
important. It is about im-
parting knowledge to the
next generation.

The sad part is that this
hair incident brought out
the hypocrisy which some
have in this society.All of a
sudden rules are meant to
be broken or should be
changed because to them
they are ‘outdated’ or ‘stu-
pid’.

These same critics then
lament when there is a de-
cline in basic decency and
some young people behave
in a certain way.Then they
blast the young ones, not
realising that public utter-
ances against rules can be
linked to a perception that
if I as an individual hate a
rule, then I should rebel
against it.

We need to be more 
careful with our words.

Rules are there for a reason
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

George Eliot (1819 –1880) 
English novelist, journalist and

translator 

Agatha Christie
(1890–1976)

English crime novelist,
short story writer, and 

playwright.

“If I speak in the tongues[a] of
men or of angels, but do not
have love, I am only a re-
sounding gong or a clanging
cymbal.”

– 1 Corinthians 13:1

“The golden moments in the
stream of life rush past us, and we
see nothing but sand; the angels
come to visit us, and we only know
them when they are gone.” 

“I like living. I have sometimes
been wildly, despairingly,
acutely miserable, racked with
sorrow, but through it all I still
know quite certainly that just
to be alive is a grand thing.”

ADVICE

The best way to succeed
in life is to act on the 

advice we give to others. 
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LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

WEST INDIES cricket contin-
ues to lurch from crisis to crisis.
Of course, until we start win-
ning something, we can expect
this to continue.

West Indies’ loss to Australia
in 1995, our first since 1980, was
not by definition a terminal fall
from grace, but we were happy
to accept the rest of the world’s
definition and acted accordingly.
Australia became the leader
and remained there under the
new official rating system, in
spite of losing three series in
the next ten years.

The most disappointing as-
pect of our decline is the failure
to show any significant im-
provement over the years. Five
years after the ’95 event, we
were still hurtling downwards.
Although losing abroad from
1996 to 2000, we at least did
manage to retain a pure record
at home, even if we narrowly
edged out Pakistan and yes,
Zimbabwe gave us a run. From
2001 we became equal opportu-
nity losers, being flogged in our
own backyard as easily as
abroad. The continuing decline
needs to be addressed as we
head towards cricketing obliv-
ion. This amateur observer
humbly offers up a few pointers:

1. The quality of players
emerging has been disappoint-
ing. How many world-class
players have we produced in the
last two decades? If the board is
satisfied that it is supplying the
necessary support, it must de-
mand answers from its coaches
for the lack of success as players
are coming to Test cricket with
basic deficiencies. By the way,
are any of our bowlers adept at
reverse swing? 

2. English county cricket, a
virtual finishing school for our
talented players of years gone
by, has been closed to us. The
Professional League has come
not a day too soon and should go
some way towards creating pro-
fessional cricketers.

3. Regional wickets have dete-
riorated markedly. An English
journalist predicted in 1986
that with the worsening state of

our wickets, we would be un-
likely to produce good batsmen
or fast bowlers. Clearly WICB
has not noticed and seems not to
have anyone identified as re-
sponsible for wickets in the
Caribbean. How else could one
explain Tests abandoned,
coincidentally both against
England, in Jamaica (1998) and
Antigua(2009)? In 2011, after
we won the first Test against
Pakistan in Guyana on a lotto
pitch, the groundsmen pro-
ceeded to prepare a sporting
wicket at St Kitts where hith-
erto flat batting surfaces have
produced draws, exactly what
the home team needed for a rare
series victory. Instead, Saeed
Ajmal and Abdur Rehman took
advantage of our folly to level
the series. In 2009 Bangladesh
beat us in our backyard, thanks
to wickets conducive to their
style of play rather than ours.
Even our makeshift team
should have prevailed against
them on bouncier pitches.

Scores in regional first class
cricket which prepares players
for Tests attest to the poor qual-
ity of our wickets. On pitches
which launched a plethora of
lethal fast bowlers and fine
batsmen, spinners are now
opening their teams’ bowling;
200 is often an adequate score;
slow bowlers are routing sides
on Day 2. WICB needs to iden-
tify someone to interface with
those responsible for grounds in
the Caribbean to work on im-
proving our wickets. If soil is a
problem, the board needs to 
acquire the technical expertise
required. We certainly will not
prepare good cricketers on poor
wickets.

4. Board/player relations have
never been great and have
worsened as the empowered
players and an inept board
never seem to be on the same
page. The thought of financial
and other demands being made
by a team full of under-achiev-
ers annoys. However, the
board’s propensity to do some-
thing foolish does not help. The
board needs to be more pro-

active on issues concerning the
players.With the aborted tour of
India in mind, West Indies
cricket would probably benefit
from the resignation or election
defeat of Mr Cameron to match
the realignment among players.
Wavell Hinds could find his po-
sition at WIPA untenable too.
Our players would do well, too,
not to overstate their impor-
tance since they win very little
in either of the game’s formats.

5. Our players are not the
toughest mentally; unable to re-
cover from bad situations, and
often freeze when on top. Those
of us who exulted when we
reached 231/2 in the recent 
second Test chasing 417 had to
endure a collapse to 275/9. This
reality cries out for psychologi-
cal support such as provided by
Dr Webster in the past. Please
get help for the boys.

Clearly West Indies cricket
needs a new vision. In this re-
spect we laud the introduction
of the Professional League. Its
viability could however depend
on the fate of the MOU which
was a bone of contention be-
tween players, WIPA and
WICB. A greater sense of re-
sponsibility among the players
is essential if we are to remain
relevant in international
cricket. Loyal West Indians
wish our cricket better days.

RUDY BROME

Whither West Indies cricket?

MY first meeting with John
Marshall was not pleasant.
The year was 1968. In those
days the Rediffusion duty an-
nouncer had to make a note in
the log book whenever any 
unusual event, like a break in
transmission, occurred during
his or her shift.

I made an entry one morning
which did not impress John,
the Chief Engineer, and I
replied to his comment. A to-
and-fro went on for a few days
during that week and I ended
up in the Programme Manager
Frank Pardo’s office.

I had come up against what
would become known as
“Marshall Law” at River Road.

Mr. Pardo said: “Mr. Moore,
you’re walking on thin ice
here.” He allowed me to put my
case and, the thorough arbi-
trator that he was, the matter
was resolved cordially.

John Marshall and I became
fast friends for the next 46
years. We exchanged numer-
ous books during that period.
His name was high on the 
list of the friends who attended
our regular jazz parties at
Wanstead Terrace and later at
Rock Dundo Park.

Long before that first en-

counter at Rediffusion, I had
admired John, the body-
builder. As a “park boy”, I was
among those on the outside
looking in at the Steel Shed 
in Queen’s Park the night 
John was crowned “Mr.
Barbados”.

I last spoke to him on the
27th of December. One of his
daughters, Lisa, rang and
handed him the phone. In
strong voice he said: “Carl, I’m
leaving. My time is up.” No one
so far has announced to me his
or her imminent departure.
At least not with such preci-
sion!

I quickly composed myself
while reflecting on the words 
of Richard Dawkins. In
“Unweaving the Rainbow”,
Dawkins wrote: “We are going
to die, and that makes us the
lucky ones. Most people are
never going to die because
they’re never going to be born.”

Exactly a month and a day
later, on the 28th of January,
Lisa called again. I knew why
she was calling.

I consider myself among the
lucky ones to have met and
worked with John Marshall.

May he rest in peace.
CARL MOORE

Remembering 
John Marshall

WE recently returned to
Canada after spending five
weeks in Holetown in your
wonderful island of Barbados.
This is the fifth consecutive
year we have spent at least
four weeks on the island. It is
a charming place with the
friendliest, warmest and most
welcoming people in the world.
We obviously do this to get
away from the severity of the
Canadian winters, but that is
beside the point.

One thing that concerns me
however is the increasing
amount of litter and garbage
left beside the road and on va-
cant lots. One particularly
egregious situation I saw was
just before the bridge going
into Holetown near Jamestown
Park, where a food vendor –
after finishing his day’s work –
dumped all the empty cans,
leftover food and other garbage
in plain sight beside the road.
Not only does this create an

eyesore, but also a health 
hazard by attracting vermin.

I sincerely hope that the peo-
ple of Barbados can bring an
end to this negligent behaviour
as soon as possible; this is in
my eyes a major blemish on an
otherwise beautiful island

Looking forward to our 
return later this year.

TERENCE J BROWITT
HUDSON, QC

CANADA

Litter spoiling country’s beauty 
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A section of the 32 teachers in attendance at
Monday’s workshop on reading comprehension,
language development and literacy assessment.

OVER 60 of this is-
land’s educators will
sharpen their skills in
the area of reading
comprehension, lan-
guage development
and literacy assess-
ment this week during
an educational work-
shop.

The two sessions are
sponsored by the UK
publishing company,
Hodder Education and
are being held in the
Conference Room of the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology and
Innovation. Monday’s
session was attended by
32 teachers while 
41 teachers were to at-
tend Tuesday’s work-
shop.

These educators are
from primary schools
across the island and five
newer secondary schools.
Some specialise in the
area of remedial reading
at their respective
schools while others are
Class 2, 3, 4, First 
and Second Form teach-
ers.

Speaking about the
workshop, Local Agent
for Hodder Education
Publishers,Aird Atherley
said the sessions come on
the heels of a previous
workshop conducted by
the publishing company
during the summer vaca-
tion last year. This ses-
sion was done on July
14th -15th and it was at-
tended by roughly 64

teachers.
Atherley added that

each day of this week’s
sessions, which is being
conducted by Dr. Katie
Mackenzie Stuart who is
a Teacher Workshop
Manager with Hodder
Education, will provide
the teachers with useful
information.

“The workshop is on
reading comprehension
and as you know, in the
Common Entrance
Examination, the end of
the exam – the open
ended questions [and]
the reading comprehen-
sion our children tend to
fall down on that. They
are able to read but [are]
not really functionally lit-
erate, [this is] they don’t
read and understand. So
this is very important to
have a workshop on read-
ing comprehension for
primary and newer sec-
ondary teachers.”

He further said that
the language develop-
ment component of the
workshop is important to
assist in proper language
development in children.
Meanwhile, he noted that
the Literacy Assessment
component is a newer 
aspect being introduced
as it wasn’t done 
previously.

The workshops will
also be conducted by Dr.
Mackenzie Stuart in
Trinidad and Tobago and
Antigua in the coming
days.(MG)

Workshop to
sharpen
teachers’ skills
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COLUMBUS Telecommunications
Barbados Limited, operators of
Flow and Columbus Business
Solutions, celebrated World Safer
Internet Day, yesterday  February
10, 2015, under the theme “Let’s cre-
ate a better Internet together.”

Niall Sheehy, Managing Director
says, “Columbus Barbados joins our re-
gional Columbus family as well as all
our stakeholders – individuals, busi-
nesses and governments in a shared re-
sponsibility to ensure a safer Internet.
To create a better Internet together in-
volves more than simply providing serv-
ices. It involves educating the most vul-
nerable in our society on the proper and
most secure use of the Internet – this in-
cludes our youth and our senior as well.”

Cyber security is globally recognised
as priority for organisations and the
issue of online privacy and information
security remains a top priority for
Columbus. As the world observed the
12th Safer Internet Day yesterday,
Columbus is reiterating its commitment
to promoting a safer Internet for all.

Sheehy noted, “Since operations in
Barbados we at Columbus have part-
nered with entities like BrightPath
Foundation and their educational
Techlink programme that provides com-
munities knowledge and practical tech-

nical skills to adapt and apply technol-
ogy to local needs; technological train-
ing and resources, and build under-
standing of technology issues and op-
portunities; as well as the Caribbean
Cyber Security Centre’s cyber security
programme which is committed to en-
suring the protection of the nation’s
youth from online criminals and pred-
ators.”

He added that as a company, the goal
this year is to continue to provide
Columbus’ users with the knowledge
and tools to help safeguard themselves.

Sheehy added that Columbus also
makes it a priority to protect its cus-
tomers with the recent launch of the
advanced services of Parental Control:
“While the internet provides excellent
learning and communication opportuni-
ties, it also opens the door to a higher
degree of risk. Oftentimes this can be
avoided completely and that is why
we’ve made it our mission to educate
our valued customers about the impor-
tance of taking control and use their
Parental Control.”

Columbus offers up some useful tips
for parents and guardians to help pro-
tect their children from online predators

and unwanted content.
• Keep the computer in a high-traffic

area of your home  
• Establish limits for which online

sites children may visit and for how
long  

• Remember that Internet technol-
ogy can be mobile, so make sure to mon-
itor cell phones, gaming devices and lap-
tops  

• Surf the Internet with your chil-
dren and let them show you what they
like to do online 

• Be sure to continually dialogue with
your children and make it your busi-
ness to know who is connecting with
your children online and set rules for so-
cial networking, instant messaging, e-
mailing, online gaming, and using we-
bcams .

Sheehy said the convenience of doing
business online is now attracting senior
citizens to the Internet. “But this can ex-
pose them to certain risks that they are
not necessarily aware of, including
crimes such as fraud and identify theft.
The more time someone spends online,
the more opportunities they will have to
expose information about themselves.”

“Thus, never share your password or

account numbers over an e-mail or in-
stant message; do not follow links from
e-mails when conducting financial
transactions; always be wary of callers,
pop- ups, websites or e-mails asking for
personal information; create secure
passwords and change them 
often; invest in anti-spyware and anti-
virus software; and finally, file a report
with law enforcement and notify credi-
tors if there is an incident or a suspicion
of identity theft,” he added.

Columbus celebrates World
Safer Internet Day 2015

Educating citizens on internet safety 

Niall Sheehy, Managing Director of
Columbus Barbados
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By Ashlee Cox

THE Christian Church in
Barbados, which includes all
denominations, needs to work
together in witnessing the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

This was the message given by The
Rt. Revd Peter Fenty, Area Bishop of
York-Simcoe in the Diocese of Toronto,
as he presented the sermon at the
Annual Diocesan Service which 
was held at the Garfield Sobers 
Sports Complex, under the theme,
‘Using our Gifts to Build up the Body of
Christ’.

As noted by Fenty, “We are the church,
we are the body of Christ, we are God’s
beloved, and by we I do not mean only
Anglicans, I mean every believer,
everyone who confesses Jesus Christ as
Lord; each of us is invited to share in
God’s mission and that is why it is
important for us to first honour the
outpouring of the spirit in giving us
gifts.”

Continuing, he further noted, “So
today I want to invite us as Anglicans
to join with others – others who confess
the same faith, others who believe in
the same God, others who are
journeying as we are journeying, even
though different.The Christian Church
transcends and ought to transcend the
division that we have. The Christian
Church ought to be bearing witness as
Christ’s people and we need to move
away from this mentality of being
insular!”

Stating that the Church was much
more than being Anglican, or Roman
Catholic, or Pentecostal or Moravian,
or all of the other denominations, he
explained that no one denomination
had a monopoly on God’s words, truth or
purpose in this world, rather, they
should get more into the business of
discerning His will and purpose and
how as the ‘body of Christ’ they could be
a blessing to others.

“All denominations need to work

together in witnessing the gospel of
Jesus Christ; work together with social
partners, Government and many others
in tackling the concerns of Barbadian
society today,” he stated. “We do not live

out our Christian lives in a vacuum, we
live our Christian lives in context of
what is happening in and around us,
here and now... in the way in which we
seem to be mindful of, but responsive to

the care and concern of our island
nation Barbados. God is providing us
with the talents and the gifts to respond
to those challenges as a people,” he
stated.

THE Literary Arts desk of the National
Cultural Foundation (NCF) recorded an
overwhelming response to its

redesigned WISE (Writers in Schools
and Education) Junior Clinic.

Some 40 students of varying levels of

experience and skills were registered
to attend this creative writing workshop
series.
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Fair to partly cloudy with a
few isolated showers.

LONDON: 05°C CLOUD
BOSTON: -01°C CLOUDY
MONTREAL: -08°C CLEAR
TORONTO: -05°C PARTLY CLOUDY
NEW YORK: 03°C FAIR
MIAMI: 23°C PARTLY CLOUDY

High: 08:12 a.m.
and 09:00 p.m.

Low: 01:41 a.m
and 02:51 p.m.

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month: 2.7 mm
For the Year: 70.0 mm

Max: 29.6 °C
Min:  23.5 °C

6:22 a.m. 6:03 p.m.

It was a great day to let the creative juices flow. These ‘Young Writers’ in the 7-11 age group are getting some tips from
WISE Tutors, Linda Deane (standing right) and Keisha Griffith (on left).

ANSWERING several questions on the
legal profession, President of the
Barbados Bar Association, Tariq Khan,
encouraged Barbadians to be more
willing to ask questions when dealing
with their lawyers.

He highlighted that there was a lack
of education amongst the Barbadian
public as to their rights and
responsibilities within the legal arena
and noted that instead of trying to cross
that divide, members of the public

remained mum.
“I don’t think they understand how

they can communicate with their
lawyers, [and] I regret that is the case.
I think that there is a lack of confidence
in the way they communicate with their
lawyers. We certainly have to raise our
public profile, but I want members of
the public to understand that they
should ask their lawyers questions, they
shouldn’t sit there and wait for a
disaster to happen. They have as much

responsibility as them,” he added.
Speaking on the criticisms being

levelled at the profession over the past
weeks, Khan reminded persons of the
work being done by the disciplinary
committee, stating that the general
impression that the bar only monitors
itself was, in fact, erroneous.

In addition, he pointed out that while
the committee was made up mainly of
attorneys-at-law, there had been no
resistance to have ordinary persons

serve on the disciplinary panel.
He reminded the public however that

the disciplinary committee only made
recommendations, while the Court of
Appeal was responsible for the ultimate
decision as to whether they would
reprimand or disbar lawyers.

Khan said that over the past 15 years,
three lawyers had been disbarred, and
that currently there were two such
recommendations pending before the
court. (JMB)

Locals being urged to communicate with their lawyers

All denominations must work together!

More creative writing outlets for juniors 
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LONDON – Brent crude fell below $58 a
barrel yesterday after the International
Energy Agency (IEA) warned that oil
prices may decline as stocks continue to
increase this year.

Oil stocks held by countries in the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development may come close to the
all-time high of 2.83 billion barrels in
the middle of 2015, said the IEA, which
advises the West on energy policy.

“Despite expectations of tightening
balances by end-2015,downward market
pressures may not have run their course
just yet,” the IEA said in a monthly re-
port.

Brent crude slipped 44 cents to $57.90
by 1123 GMT (06:23 am. EST), ending a
three-day rally. The benchmark gained
more than 9 per cent last week, its
biggest weekly rise since February 2011.

U.S. crude futures dropped to $52.02,
down 84 cents.

Vitol chief Ian Taylor, speaking at the
International Petroleum Week industry
conference, said he expected a “dramatic”
build in oil stocks over the next few
months but that supply and demand in
the oil market would move into balance
in the second half of this year.

China’s consumer inflation hit a five-
year low for January, raising worries
about oil demand in the world’s second-
largest economy.

“Economic activity is slowing, espe-
cially in heavy industry and that in-
evitably weighs on commodities,” Michal
Meidan, director of independent consul-
tancy China Matters, said.

Oil prices received a boost on Monday
after a monthly report by the
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) raised the forecast for
2015 demand for its oil to 29.2 million
barrels per day (bpd), up 430,000 bpd
from an earlier forecast.

The IEA’s medium-term report re-
leased yesterday predicted demand for
OPEC oil would hold at 29.4 million bpd
this year, and said U.S. shale oil output
growth would pause before regaining
momentum.

U.S. crude snapped three days of gains
after a preliminary survey showed that
U.S. commercial crude stockpiles likely
hit a record high last week.

“Another report of strong builds in in-
ventories in this week’s EIA market re-
port could halt oil’s rally,”ANZ bank said,
referring to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration’s stockpile data due
today.

Elsewhere, Libya’s Hariga port has re-
opened after guards ended a strike over
salary payments, and the terminal will
start loading tankers once better
weather allows, a facility spokesman
said.

DIGICEL 4G Data customers will
no longer have to worry about los-
ing their unused data when their
current plan expires, thanks to
the introduction of Rollover Data
by the island’s leading telecommu-
nications company.

With the new service, customers will
now be able to keep their unused data
for the next time they upgrade, down-
grade, or even change their existing
data plan while on an existing, active
plan.

Marketing Executive with Digicel
(Barbados) Limited, Randy Howard,
said the new the service is yet another
one of the company’s ways of providing
the customer with extraordinary
value:

“We are always looking for ways to
bring our customers added value and
we have done this most recently with
a strong focus on our data offerings.

Last year we introduced the unre-
stricted use of  Facebook and
Instagram on a set of plans and then
followed this up with unrestricted
Whatsapp, giving our customers the
freedom to use their data quotas for
other purposes such as streaming,
downloading, paying bills online, etc.
Now with Rollover Data we are en-
abling them to get the full use of what
they’ve paid for.”

With Rollover Data now enabled,
customers who have opted in for the
auto renewal of their plans will
automatically have their unused data
from the expiring plan added to the
new data plan following the renewal.

Similarly, once a customer makes
the decision to upgrade or
downgrade from one plan to another,
any unused data from the expiring
plan will again be added to the new
quota.

Digicel customers
will never lose
unused data again  
– Company launches rollover data 

Oil falls as IEA warns stocks
may approach all-time high
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for February 11th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25299    2.29523              
Pound Sterling £ 3.03714    3.09408              
Canadian $ 1.57858 1.61160
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.24876      2.29523              
Pound Sterling £ 3.03143 3.09408              
Canadian $ 1.57559 1.61160              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.21624 2.30956
Pound Sterling £ 2.98760 3.11340              
Canadian $ 1.56667 1.61301              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01731
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31725

GUARDIAN Group,
through its Life,
Health and Pensions
(LHP) arm, Guardian
Life of the Caribbean,
recently recognised
some of its top achiev-
ers for 2014 at its kick-
off event for the New
Year.

Blast off 2015 seeks to
bring together the joint
forces of staff and sales
force of the company in
an event that serves to
motivate, provide dia-
logue and cement the
goals and objectives to be
reached for the upcoming
year.

The Guardian Life of
the Caribbean branch has
grown over the last 10
years since entering the
Barbadian marketplace.
The branch boasts of a
salesforce of over 20
agents who are well
poised to provide insur-
ance solutions to the peo-
ple of Barbados.

For 2014, the Branch
was able to achieve its
targets through the deter-
mination of its team led
by Branch Manager,

Amado Marcano. Mr.
Marcano emphasised at
the event the importance
of aiming high to achieve
one’s goals and seeking at
all times to make im-
provements. Marcano ex-
pressed his joy at leading
his team and reiterated
the point that when you
focus on the basics you
will rise to the top.

Top Achievers for the
Branch included Timothy
Nicholls who was
awarded Agent of the
Year as he had the high-
est Annual Premium
Income (API) as well as
persistency of business
greater than 90 per cent.
The “Apptivity” award
was given to Roger James
who sold the most appli-
cations with a persistency
of business of more than
95 per cent and more
than 40 applications.The
Unit of the Year was the
Cyril Mayers Unit who
qualified after amassing
more than 200 applica-
tions and API over
$300,000 with a persis-
tency of business of more
than 85 per cent.

Guardian
Group awards
top achievers 

Cyril Mayers, Unit Manager, proudly poses with his award and his team of agents.

        



PARAMARIBO,
Suriname – Suriname
police have disbanded
“Faya Blo” (Fiery
Breath), the joint po-
lice and army patrol
unit, after a 16-year-
old suspect was shot
and killed during the
robbery of a vehicle.

“Joint operations are
prone to challenges be-
cause police officers and
soldiers use different
methods,” said Police
Chief Humphrey Tjin
Liep Sjie.

Dominio Hiwat and
three friends were ac-
cused of stealing a vehicle
at a mall in south-west-

ern Paramaribo. Police is
reported to have trailed
the vehicle to Ruth Laan
near the capital, and the
suspects were confronted
by members of a joint po-
lice and army patrol.

Upon realising that
they were caught, the
young men crawled under
the van. But a soldier in-
structed them to come out
from under the car, bang-
ing on the side of the ve-
hicle with his service
weapon.

The banging, however,
triggered the gun to let
off several rounds and, ac-
cording to witnesses,
Dominio was struck by a

bullet and killed in-
stantly.

His friend, Lorenzo N,
26, was struck in the right
leg.

The shooting prompted
anger in the neighbour-
hood and Dominio’s fam-
ily said while the suspect
“was no angel”, deadly
force was not necessary.

The soldier, who was ar-
rested following the inci-
dent, has since been re-

leased.
Police Chief Tjin Liep

Sjie said that since last
year, the authorities have
been contemplating an
evaluation of Faya Blo op-
erations.

He has sought to reas-
sure citizens, however,
that the authorities
would maintain other
specialised units to assist
law enforcement safe-
guard the country.
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CASTRIES, St. Lucia –
St. Lucia was struck by a
“burst” of earthquakes on
Monday, but disaster offi-
cials said there were no
reports of injuries or
damages.

The National
Emergency Management
Organization (NEMO)
said that it had been in-
formed by the Trinidad-
based Seismic Research
Unit (SRC) of the
University of the West
Indies (UWI) that the is-
land had been hit by
eight tremors during a
nine minute period.

It said the largest of
the tremors was located
at 13.84°N and 61.06°W
with a magnitude 
was 2.3 and a depth
17km.

“NEMO has not yet re-
ceived any reports of
damage as a result of this
event; however, the SRC
will continue to monitor
the situation and advice
the Organization as the
activity warrants,”
NEMO said, urging the
population to be wary of
the situation and take
the necessary precau-
tions to save lives.

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – Patrick
Manning, the longest
serving parliamentarian
in Trinidad and Tobago,
may have brought down
the curtains on his politi-
cal career, when he failed
to show up for screening
by his People’s National
Movement (PNM) to con-
test the seat he has held

since 1971 in the upcom-
ing general election.

Manning, 67, who is re-
covering from a stroke
that left him partly 
paralysed,had earlier told
supporters of San
Fernando East, that he
was prepared to be their
representative and would
present himself for screen-
ing by the party.

Suriname disbands joint
patrols after boy shot dead

St. Lucia shaken by
‘burst’ of earthquakes

Manning no show
for screening ahead
of general election

     



JAMAICA – Former
Jamaican Prime Minister
Bruce Golding testified in
the Tivoli Enquiry on
Monday that a United
States surveillance plane
was in the sky over Tivoli
Gardens a day before he
spoke to US charge d’af-
faires to Jamaica Isaiah
Parnell about America pro-
viding surveillance in the
operations to apprehend
then area don Christopher
‘Dudus’ Coke.

Additionally, Golding,
who was defence minister
at the time in May 2010,
said he never requested an
aeroplane, but satellite 
surveillance of Tivoli
Gardens to assist the secu-
rity forces who had gone in
to arrest Coke and restore
law and order to the 
community.

Golding made the disclo-
sure while being 
questioned by Queen’s
Counsel Garth McBean,
the lead attorney for the

commission, about footage
of aerial surveillance from
a US aeroplane of the May
24, 2010 operation.

“I wasn’t aware of it at
that time. I became aware
of it based on reportage
that came out of New York
by a journalist, who
claimed to have access
from Access to Information
from Homeland Security,”
he said.

“What I found signifi-
cant, as well, is that from
his reporting...a plane was
in place from Monday 24th.
My request was made
through the charge 
d’affaires on Tuesday after-
noon the 25th,” Golding
added.

He said that when he
heard that footage was
available he thought it was
from the request that he
had made.

At another point during
his questioning from
McBean, Golding said he
thought that his statement

in Parliament that the au-
thority to go ahead with ex-
tradition proceedings
against Coke, who was
wanted in the US on drug
and gunrunning charges at
the time, exacerbated the
situation in Tivoli Gardens
prior to the start of the po-
lice/military operation.

More than 70 people,
including members of the
security forces, died in the
operation.

Golding later said under
questioning from Deborah
Martin, who is represent-
ing the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF),
that he was satisfied,based
on his briefings with the
police, that what was hap-
pening in Tivoli Gardens
was a “calculated attack”
on the State, which could
not have been allowed to
continue.

Fielding further ques-
tions from Martin,Golding
said the police didn’t in-
form him of gunmen

dressed in army fatigue
with helmets and ballistic
vests and police denim uni-
form.

He said he wasn’t given
footage or pictures by then
Police Commissioner Owen
Ellington.

During his examination-

in-chief led by Queen’s
Counsel Ransford Braham,
Golding said he instructed
Commissioner Ellington,
and Chief of Defence Staff
Major General Stewart
Saunders to “avoid at all
cost” any injuries to law-
abiding citizens,“especially

women and children”,
ahead of the security forces
going into the barricaded
Tivoli Gardens.

But he testified that at
the start of the operation
residents called in to com-
plain about the activities of
the security forces.
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Jamaican Attorney-at-law Bert Samuels

Smoke rises from a section of west Kingston during the May 2010 police-mil-
itary operation.

NEW YORK – The
United States regula-
tory agency, the
Securities and
Exchange Commission
(SEC) has sued the
Cayman Islands-based
Caledonian Bank and
four other companies,
claiming that they took
more than US$75 mil-
lion from unregistered
sales of “virtually
worthless” penny

stocks.
The SEC sued

Caledonian Bank,
Caledonian Securities,
Clear Water Securities,
Legacy Global Markets,
and Verdmont Capital, in
US federal district court in
Manhattan.

The Caledonian defen-
dants are based in the
Cayman Islands.
Clearwater and Legacy are
based in Belize, and

Verdmont in Panama.
All of the allegations

were the same, the SEC
said in its 39-page com-
plaint.

First, they filed “bogus
registration statements”
with the SEC, purporting
to register securities to pub-
lic shareholders, though
there were no such sales
and the securities stayed in
the control of the issuers
and their affiliates.

”In the sham offerings,
the issuers pretended to
sell securities to sharehold-
ers in such places as Serbia,
Mexico, Ireland, Norway,
Panama and Jamaica,”said
the SEC in the court filing.

It alleged that the re-
stricted securities were
then “passed off” as free-
trading stocks in the
United States and sold to
the public.

The agency claims the

defendants operated as af-
filiates, dealers, sales out-
lets and underwriters, in
connection with four shell
companies: Swingplane
Ventures, Goff Corp.,
Nostra Energy and
Xuamnii Inc.“These viola-
tions occurred simultane-
ously with aggressive and
extensive promotion cam-
paigns for the penny stocks
of those shell companies,”
the SEC said.

The defendants’ unregis-
tered sales of securities
generated more than $75
million in proceeds on
penny stocks that were vir-
tually worthless and whose
prices fell to their former
token levels within months
of the defendants’ sales.”.

The SEC is seeking dis-
gorgement, restitution,
penalties and an injunc-
tion, according to the court
papers filed.

FORMER Prime
Ministerof Jamaica Bruce
Golding yesterday morn-
ing stated during tense
cross-examination at the
Tivoli Enquiry that he is
not aware that copies of an
extradition warrant for
Christopher ‘Dudus’ Coke
were made.

His statement came
even as the commission’s

chairman Sir David
Simmons and Golding’s at-
torney Ransford Braham
questioned the line of
questioning from lawyer
for the police, Deborah
Martin.

She read from a parlia-
mentary record of Dorothy
Lightbourne, attorney 
general in 2010, telling a
sitting of the Senate that

she made copies of the ex-
tradition request.

Generally, documents 
relating to extradition 
requests remain unsealed
until they are brought to
court.

However, following the
police-military operation
in May 2010, there were
reports that copies of the
documents were found in

an office belonging to Coke.
One of the terms of refer-

ence for the enquiry is to
investigate whether copies
of affidavits and other 
confidential supporting
documents attached to the
request were found in
Coke’s offices in Tivoli.

The enquiry is also to
find out how they would
have ended up there.

JAMAICA – Attorney-at-
law Bert Samuels says he
welcomes news that the
United Nations is pushing
Jamaica to pass a law to
abolish corporal punish-
ment.

The United Nations
Committee on the Rights
of the Child issued the call

after a presentation from a
Jamaican delegation led by
Youth Minister Lisa Hanna
last month.

The committee was also
responding to concerns in a
report submitted by
human rights group
Jamaicans for Justice.

Speaking on

Independent Talk on Power
106 FM this morning,
Samuels said he was happy
Jamaica is being put under
pressure to abolish an act
that is part of Jamaica’s
slavery past.

Jamaica is party to inter-
national conventions which
are against corporal pun-

ishment.
The Youth Minister says

the issue of enacting laws
to ban corporal punish-
ment is being reviewed
under the Child Care and
Protection Act. However,
she says the issue requires
what she calls significant
dialogue with Jamaicans.

US regulatory agency sues Cayman Island bank

Golding testifies he never asked
US for surveillance aircraft

Tivoli Enquiry: Former PM says he was not
aware of copies of Coke extradition warrant

Attorney welcomes UN call for anti-beating law
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MUSIC SUPERSTARS
including Robin Thicke
and Jimmy Cliff will be
among those headlin-
ing this year’s St Lucia
Jazz and Arts Festival.

The event, now in its
24th year, begins April 25
with a lineup that also in-
cludes stars like Jon
Secada, Beres Hammond
and Arturo Tappin.

The 11-day festival lasts
through May 10, including
hundreds of musical per-
formances and art show-
cases.

“This year’s festival con-
tinues to infuse artistic
events with star-studded
musical performances,pro-
viding a platform for local
artisans, entertainers and
cultural enthusiasts to also

command world attention
during the two-week cele-
bration,” said Tourism
Minister Lorne
Theophilus.

Other performers in-
clude Latin sensation
Timbalive, American rap-
per Flo Rida and two-time
Grammy nominee Joey
DeFranceso, among 
others.

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – For the first
time in a long time, there
will be no veteran calyp-
sonian, who has won the
Calypso Monarch compe-
tition, appearing at this
year’s grand final this
weekend.

The Trinidad and
Tobago Unified Calypso
Organization (TUCO)
has named 11 calypsoni-
ans for the finals on
Sunday, February 15, fol-
lowing the semi-finals
held at Skinner Park last
Saturday.

Two former monarchs,
Winston Bailey, the
“Mighty Shadow” and
Michael “Sugar Aloes”

Osouna, who were among
the 41 contestants, did
not make it to the finals.
But, Winston
Scarborough “The
Original De Fosto
Himself ”, from the old
brigade made it to the fi-
nals with his tune
“Games”.

Crowd favourite Devon
Seales, whose tune “My
Humble Plea” calls on
Prime Minister Persad
Bissessar and her gov-
ernment to leave office
and call fresh general
elections, is among the 11
singers that include for-
mer monarch Karen
Asche, with her tune
“Every knee shall bow”.

Another former
monarch, Duane
O’Connor, is in the finals
with his tune “Citizen’s
Pride” while the others
singers seeking the
crown are Joanne Rowley
“Tigress” with her tune,
“What you Willing to Die
for ,” Myron Bruce “The
Incredible Myron B”,
Victoria Cooper
“Venting,” Heather Mac
Intosh “Ah Gone,” Selvon
Noel “Target” Brian
London,” Wishful” and
Neville Brown “Multi
Crisis”.

They will challenge the
reigning monarch
Roderick “Chucky”
Gordon.

Robin Thicke, Jimmy
Cliff to headline St Lucia
Jazz and Arts Festival

Top row: Robin Thicke and Beres Hammond; bottom row – Jimmy Cliff and
Chronixx.

Veteran Trinidad calypsonians out of
this year’s Calypso Monarch finals



MOSCOW – Fighting ex-
panded in eastern
Ukraine yesterday, a day
ahead of planned peace
talks,with both Ukrainian
forces and pro-Russian
rebels claiming advances
as a key Ukrainian-held
town far behind the front
lines was shelled for the
first time in months.

The violence came as
both sides appeared to jos-
tle for position ahead of
negotiations among the
leaders of Ukraine,
Russia, Germany and
France set for today in
Minsk, Belarus.

Much rides on the out-
come of the summit, with
President Obama saying
on Monday that he will
wait to see the results be-
fore making a decision
about sending weapons to
Ukraine. Meanwhile, Eu-
ropean Union leaders plan
to meet this week to dis-
cuss new sanctions
against Russia for al-
legedly aiding the rebels.

The efforts to impose a
cease-fire come amid es-
calating violence in east-
ern Ukraine in recent
weeks, where the rebels
have been advancing
against government forces
after months of relative
quiet. More than 5,300
people have died, and
more than a million have
been displaced from their
homes, according to
United Nation estimates.

Ukraine and its Western
allies have accused Russia
of claiming to be in favour
of peace in Ukraine, while
fuelling the conflict with
arms and fighters. Russia
denies sending arms to
the rebels.

United Ukraine?
A top Russian security

official yesterday said that
Russia favoured a united
Ukraine.

“The Russian Federa-
tion definitely favours the
territorial integrity of
Ukraine within existing
borders.

“Providing that Kiev is
ready to heed and take
into account the opinion of
its regions and various
groups of citizens,”Nikolai
Patrushev, the head of
Russia’s Security Council,
said in an interview with
the official Rossiyskaya
Gazeta daily, according to
an advance copy reviewed
by the Interfax news serv-

ice.
The diplomacy is fo-

cused on restoring a cease-
fire signed in September
but frequently violated
since then. Rebels
launched a full-on assault
in early January and de-
clared their intention to
mobilise 100 000 fighters
to conquer a far larger
swath of eastern Ukraine.

Yesterday,at least seven
civilians were killed and
26 wounded when rockets
hit the Ukrainian-held
town of Kramatorsk,
which is 30 miles behind
the front line and has seen
little fighting since July.

The Ukrainian military
has been using the town
as its eastern base. One
fusillade hit the base,
while another hit a resi-
dential neighbourhood,
Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko told par-
liament. He said the at-
tack had come from a
Tornado,a multiple-rocket
system.

Day before crucial
Ukrainian peace
summit, heavy fighting
in nation’s east
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VLADIMIR Putin has
guns to give away.

The Russian leader
gifted Egyptian President
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi with
a Russian-made AK-47
rifle as the stoic leader
landed in Cairo for his first
visit to the country in more
than a decade.

El-Sissi looked on and
smiled as Putin opened the
cushioned gun case and
hefted the assault weapon
during his two-day visit to
the Middle Eastern nation.

The two countries last
year signed a deal for some
$US3.5 billion worth of
weapons, including air-de-

fence systems, artillery
and smaller arms.

The AK-47 – Automatic
Kalashnikov – is symbolic
to Russia as the easy-to-
use, low-cost weapon was
made standard issue in the
Soviet Army in 1949. The
sturdy weapon’s Russian
inventor, Mikhail Kalash-

nikov, died in 2013 at age
94.

Putin’s largely symbolic
visit is meant to strength-
en trade and military
agreements between the
two nations.The Egyptian
capital prepared for his
visit by lining the streets
with flags bearing photos
of a smirking Putin. And
the state-run Egyptian
newspaper,Al Ahram, ran
a profile of the Russian
strongman posing shirt-
less and holding various
below the headline,“A hero
of our times.”

The two leaders planned
to pal around at the Cairo
Opera House, where the
symphony planned to play
snippets of Tchaikovsky’s
“Swan Lake.”

The countries were close
in the 1950s and ‘60s un-
der the rule of Gamal Ab-
del-Nasser, who spurned
the US in favour of the
Soviets.“For Egypt, the ex-
ceptionally warm recep-
tion for Putin is purposeful
theatrics, meant as a mes-
sage to the US and the
West that Egypt main-
tains a sense of independ-
ence,has options and is not
beholden,”Michael Hanna,
a senior fellow at the Cen-
tury Foundation,said.

Putin gives AK-47 to Egyptian President 

LILLE, France – For-
mer International Mo-
netary Fund chief Do-
minique Strauss-Kahn
denied knowing that
prostitutes were in-
volved in sex parties he
joined, as he took the
stand yesterday for the
first time in his high-
profile trial on pimping
charges.

The trial of Strauss-
Kahn, who saw his stellar
career plummet to earth
after a separate sex scan-
dal that resulted in his ar-
rest in New York in 2011,
opened in the northern
French city of Lille a week
ago.

Strauss-Kahn, who’s 65,
is charged with aggra-
vated pimping on the
grounds that he organised
or encouraged group sex
parties in both Europe
and the United States.

He has denied aiding
and supporting the prosti-
tution of seven women.

Asked by the judge yes-
terday if his position had
changed, Strauss-Kahn
said he knew nothing of
the “prostitutional na-

ture” of the parties in
which he took part.

He also faced questions
over claims by one of the
sex workers that he had
brutal sexual relations
with her and must have

known she was being
paid. Other defendants in-
sist Strauss-Kahn wasn’t
told.

In France, prostitution
is legal, but pimping is
not.

The trial is being closely
watched both in his home-
land, where Strauss-Kahn
is commonly known as
DSK, and around the
world.

There were dramatic

scenes as Strauss-Kahn’s
car arrived at court yes-
terday, when topless pro-
testers with anti-DSK slo-
gans painted on their bod-
ies clambered onto his car.
The activists, from the
feminist group Femen,
were then bundled away
by police.

Prosecutors say the op-
erations of the prostitu-
tion ring, organised from
the Hotel Carlton in Lille,
stretched all the way to
New York and Washing-
ton. Sex workers involved
in the parties said they
were like orgies.

Strauss-Kahn, who was
married to French TV
journalist Anne Sinclair
until their divorce in 2013,
has never denied that he
took part in the parties.
But the crux of his defence
is that he did not know
prostitutes were involved.

If the court finds
Strauss-Kahn guilty of
the charges, the former
IMF director could be sen-
tenced up to 10 years in
prison and fined 1.5 mil-
lion euros (US$1.7 mil-
lion.)

Ex-IMF chief Strauss-Kahn: I didn’t know
there were prostitutes at sex parties

Dominique Strauss-Kahn is accused of a number of pimping offences.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi (left) is given an assault rifle by
Russian President Vladimir Putin upon his arrival at the Cairo International
Airport in Egypt on Monday.
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THE family of Kayla
Mueller, an American
woman held captive by
the Islamist terror
group ISIS, said yes-
terday it has received
confirmation that she
is dead.

“We are heartbroken to
share that we’ve received
confirmation that Kayla
Jean Mueller has lost her
life,” a statement from the
family reads.

“Kayla was a compas-
sionate and devoted hu-
manitarian.She dedicated
the whole of her young life
to helping those in need of
freedom, justice, and
peace,” the family said.

On Friday, ISIS claimed
that Mueller – captured in
northern Syria in 2013 –
had been killed in a build-
ing hit during a Jordanian
airstrike on Raqqa, the
militants’ de facto capital
in Syria.At the time, ISIS
offered no proof to back up
its claim, other than an
image of a building in rub-
ble.

Over the weekend, ISIS
sent the family a private
message, National Secu-
rity Council spokeswoman
Bernadette Meehan said
yesterday.

“Once this information
was authenticated by the
intelligence community,
they concluded that Kayla
was deceased,” Meehan
said.

The new information
does not clarify how Muel-

ler died, a law enforce-
ment source familiar with
the case said on condition
of anonymity.

President Barack Oba-
ma offered his condolences
to the young woman’s
family.

“Kayla’s compassion
and dedication to assist-
ing those in need shows us
that even amongst uncon-
scionable evil, the essen-
tial decency of humanity
can live on,” Obama said
in a statement released by
the White House yester-
day.

Obama has spoken with

Mueller’s family, Meehan
said.

“He committed that we
will relentlessly pursue
the terrorists responsible
for Kayla’s captivity and
death, and underscored
that his team stands
ready to help the family in
the difficult weeks and
months ahead,” she said.

Mueller’s relatives yes-
terday also released a
hand-written letter that
they say she wrote while
in captivity in spring
2014.

At one point, the letter
reads,“I will never ask you

to forgive me, as I do not
deserve forgiveness.”

“It’s hard to know what
to say,” the letter also
reads.“Please know that I
am in a safe location, com-
pletely unharmed +
healthy (put on weight in
fact); I have been treated
w/the utmost respect +
kindness.”

She said that she could
only write the letter a
paragraph at a time.“Just
the thought of you sends
me into fits of tears,” the
letter says, and “all in all
in the end the only one you
really have is God”.

US Islamic State hostage
Kayla Mueller confirmed dead

SYRIA’S President Bashar
al-Assad says his govern-
ment is receiving mes-
sages from the US-led coa-
lition battling the jihadist
group, Islamic State.

Assad said that there
had been no direct co-oper-
ation since air strikes
began in Syria in Septem-
ber. But third parties –
among them Iraq – were
conveying “information”.

The US National Secu-
rity Council has denied co-
ordinating with the Syrian
government.

A spokesperson said
there has been no “ad-
vance notification to the
Syrians at a military
level”.

‘Childish story’
Assad also denied that

Syrian government forces
had been dropping barrel
bombs indiscriminately on
rebel-held areas, killing
thousands of civilians.

He dismissed the allega-
tion as a “childish story”, in
a wide-ranging interview.

“We have bombs, mis-
siles and bullets...There is
[are] no barrel bombs, we
don’t have barrels.”

Our correspondent says
that his denial is highly
controversial as the deaths
of civilians in barrel bomb
attacks are well-docu-
mented.

British Foreign Secre-
tary Philip Hammond con-
demned the president’s
comments and said that

the Syrian government
had used crude and indis-
criminate weapons
against its own people.

He added: “Assad is de-
luded or lying when he
says his military are not
murdering hundreds of in-
nocent civilians with the
use of barrel bombs.”

Assad’s denial of indis-
criminate bombings has
also been strongly criti-
cised on social media.
Arabic twitter users have
been posting photos of the
destruction of the rebel-
held Douma suburb of
Damascus by Syrian gov-
ernment airstrikes.

Many US-led coalition
states have denied co-oper-
ating with Assad, whom
they have urged to step
down since an uprising
against his rule erupted in
2011.

But the Islamic State’s
seizure of large parts of
Syria and Iraq in the past
year and its creation of a
“caliphate” has prompted
officials to consider wor-
king with the Syrian lea-
der to combat the group.

Despite this,Assad ruled
out joining the interna-
tional coalition that is
seeking to “degrade and
destroy” ISIS. “No, defi-
nitely we cannot and we
don’t have the will and we
don’t want, for one simple
reason – because we can-
not be in an alliance with
countries which support
terrorism,” he said.

Assad says Syria is
informed on anti-
IS air campaign

DUE to the worsening se-
curity situation in Yemen,
the US embassy will sus-
pend all operations and
close temporarily, senior
officials confirmed yester-
day.

The embassy had al-
ready been operating on a
reduced staff and was
guarded by roughly 100 U.
Marines.

Ambassador Matthew
Tueller was one of the re-
maining staffers, but offi-
cials said they’ll all be gone
within the next 24 hours.

Shiite rebels seized the
capital city of Sanaa last
month and placed the
president under house ar-

rest. Since then, multiple
peace negotiations and
proposals to reset control
of the government have
failed.

Meanwhile, Houthi re-
bels continued to grab
power throughout Yemen,
announcing yesterday
they have taken control of
a key central province.

US officials say the
State Department does
not plan to permanently
abandon the post and
there are reports that Tur-
key and Algeria have been
delegated to protect the
US embassy while its staff
is relocated out of the
country.

US Embassy in
Yemen to suspend
all operations

On Friday, ISIS claimed that Mueller – captured in northern Syria in 2013 – had
been killed in a building hit during a Jordanian airstrike on Raqqa.

Assad (right) also denied that Syrian government forces had been dropping barrel bombs indiscriminately on
rebel-held areas, killing thousands of civilians.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You’ll become an expert
at expressing the love in your heart so others can really
feel it. As a result, your relationships will be uplifting,
surprising and fulfilling
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Your passion will be
renewed. Those who resisted your efforts in the past will
have reason to agree with you and even sponsor your
future efforts. Thanks to you, a family member will soon
reach an important milestone. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - If you try cramming
activities into a short span of time, you won’t enjoy any
of it. Do less, to leave room for exploration. Give yourself
time to complete things at a leisurely pace. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You were given a gift you
didn’t want. It was weird. But now you are open to a
different direction. You feel free to change and grow.
Trade it in for something new.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - In order for you to have the
thing you desire, you must first convince others that they
will profit, too. If you can make them believe this (and
hopefully it is the truth) they will badly want the same
results you do. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Attention is like water,
always moving and flowing and easily susceptible to
influence. You’ll like the powerful feeling you get when
you walk into a room and control the way attention
changes it. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - A lot of people like the thing
that you don’t. So? It’s not a problem unless you make it
a problem. Dig deep. Is this enough of an issue to make
a stink over? Probably not. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - You are 100-percent
accountable for the things you do. Someone will remind
you – maybe a dog – and that being is as important as
anybody. Anyway, you will recognise the significance of
a witness. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Your financial
picture is looking up, and you’ll have some new choices
about what to do with your money. The afternoon brings
the fulfillment of a promise. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - The experience of
being your friend is special. That’s why there are so many
people around you trying to get closer. You don’t give your
attention indiscriminately, though. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You don’t live to work;
you work to live. That’s why you have to say “no” to
someone’s professional request of you. It’s simply going
to be more trouble than it’s worth.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Many stressed people
cope by shopping, but that usually only makes for more
stress, as owning things (and paying too much for them!)
comes with its own set of problems. You’ll find a better
way to soothe yourself.
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MALAYSIA’S highest court yesterday
upheld a lower court ruling and sen-
tenced the country’s opposition
leader and former deputy prime mi-
nister, Anwar Ibrahim, to five years
in prison for violating Malaysia’s
sodomy law.

The ruling, the climax of four different
prosecutions over seven years, drew crit-
icism from human rights groups and the
Obama administration.

The court ruling is also an embarrass-
ment for President Obama, who played a
round of golf with Malaysian Prime Mi-
nister Najib Razak during his Christmas
vacation in Hawaii.Obama has sought to
cultivate relations with Malaysia, which
will host the East Asia summit that Oba-
ma is expected to attend in November,
and use it as a balance to China’s growing
influence. Malaysia is on the United
Nations Security Council through 2016.

The US Embassy in Malaysia said it
was “deeply disappointed”. The National
Security Council blog said: “Decision to
prosecute Anwar & conduct of trial have
raised # of serious concerns abt rule of law
& fairness of judicial system #Malaysia.”

Human Rights Watch reported that the
Malaysian government yesterday also ar-
rested a well-known Malaysian car-
toonist,Zunar,after he tweeted:“The lack-

eys in black robes are proud about their
sentence.The reward from political mas-
ters must be plenty.”

The ruling party,Barisan Nasional,has
governed Malaysia since the country
achieved independence from British rule
in 1957. But the Coalition for Clean and
Fair Elections,a group of nongovernmen-
tal organisations with the goal of reform-
ing Malaysia’s electoral system, has
charged that the party has used wide-
spread voter fraud to keep its hold on
power.

“Najib had the capacity to stop this from
happening. The judiciary in Malaysia is
not independent – the State Department
has said as much in its own country re-
ports,” said John Sifton,Asia advocacy di-
rector at Human Rights Watch.Does “the
administration’s desire for a closer rela-
tionship with Malaysia mean they’re sim-
ply going to make a statement of concern
but then move along, business as usual?”

‘Serious concerns’
The US Embassy in Malaysia said it

has raised Anwar’s case in the past in the
context of what it called “a strong partner-
ship” between the two nations.

“We have regularly raised our serious
concerns regarding the Anwar case with
Malaysian officials and emphasised that

fairness, transparency,and the rule of law
are essential to promote confidence in
Malaysia’s judicial system and democ-
racy,” the embassy said in a statement.

Anwar was a leading figure in Malay-
sia’s ruling party in the 1990s,and served
as deputy prime minister before he had a
falling out with then-Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad. On July 16, 2008,
based on a complaint by a political aide,
Anwar was charged with having consen-
sual sex with him, a crime under a rarely
used portion of the Malaysian penal code.

The country’s High Court acquitted An-
war on January 9, 2012, because of weak
evidence. But the government appealed,
and on March 7,2014, the Court of Appeal
overturned the acquittal and sentenced
Anwar to five years in prison.

Anwar’s conviction disqualified him
from running in the Kajang district state
assembly election in Selangor on March
23. If Anwar had run and won the seat,he
would have been eligible to seek the posi-
tion of chief minister of Selangor state, a
development feared by the ruling Barisan
Nasional coalition.

“I will walk again for the third time into
prison,but rest assured that I will walk in
with my head held high,”Anwar said in a
statement he read out in court yesterday.
“I maintain my innocence.”

Malaysia’s highest court upholds
conviction of opposition leader

JUBA – Rebels in South Sudan attacked
towns in two states yesterday, the army
said, barely a week after signing another
ceasefire agreement with the govern-
ment that was meant to end 15 months
of conflict.

Thousands of people have been killed
and more than a million have fled their
homes since fighting erupted in the
world’s newest nation in December 2013,
triggered by a power struggle between
President Salva Kiir and former vice pre-

sident Riek Machar.
Philip Aguer, spokesman for South Su-

dan’s army, the SPLA, said the attacks
had occurred in the capital of oil-produc-
ing Unity state Bentiu and in Upper Nile
State, both in the north of the country.

“A ground attack was launched by the
rebels in Upper Nile yesterday on SPLA
positions in Obudo County using a big
force supported by heavy machine guns,”
Aguer stated.

“Another area of violation by the rebels

was in Unity state. The rebels shelled
SPLA force positions in Bentiu north of
the town this morning.”

He gave no details of casualties and
said the SPLA had repulsed the rebels
and captured two vehicles and heavy ma-
chine guns. Aguer added that fighting
was still raging in Upper Nile.

The rebels were not immediately
reachable for comment.

Earlier this month, Kiir and Machar
signed the latest ceasefire agreement

aimed at pushing them closer to a final
deal to end the conflict that has hurt the
oil-producing state.

A ceasefire signed in January 2014 has
been broken frequently and peace talks
have often faltered, frustrating Western
backers of South Sudan.

The European Union and the United
States have imposed sanctions on com-
manders on both sides for violating the
ceasefire.

The civil war has created a humanitar-
ian crisis in South Sudan,which declared
independence from Sudan in 2011, and
has exacerbated ethnic tensions between
Kiir’s Dinka people and Machar’s Nuer.

The United Nations said on Monday
donors had pledged more than US$500
million in aid out of US$1.8 billion it has
appealed for to fund the emergency re-
sponse to South Sudan this year.

Previous outbreaks of fighting have
damaged Unity State oil fields, cutting
output, which stands at about 169 000
barrels per day for the whole country,
down from 245 000 barrels per day in
December 2013.

Fighting erupts in two South Sudan states days after latest ceasefire

MORE than 2 feet of snow piled up in
parts of New England by early yesterday,
breaking records set 37 years ago as fore-
casters warned still more winter weather
was on the way.

The snowfall numbers in the area are
staggering.Boston’s Logan Airport meas-
ured 72 inches of snow in the last two and
a half weeks. In the last two days, the
town of Norwell, which is outside Boston,
got buried in 30 inches of snow.

Schools to the north of Boston have
closed until February 23, and forecasters
warned that more snow was expected
Thursday and again next weekend. The
Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency said that potentially record-low
temperatures and wind chills are ex-
pected later in the week.

“I’m frustrated. The last thing I want
to be talking about is another 24 inches
of snow. I want to move on to something
else,” Boston Mayor Marty Walsh said at
City Hall.

The region continues to clean up, but
there is no place to move the latest snow-
fall. The storm forced the Boston transit
system to suspend all rail service for the
entire day yesterday to clean tracks and
repair equipment.

The build-up of snow and ice on trolley
tracks combined with ageing equipment
has stalled trains, delaying and angering
commuters.A frustrated Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker called the situation
“unacceptable”.

Boston hospitals have set up sleeping
areas for workers and police are offering
rides to work for doctors and nurses.

There have been reports of roofs collap-
sing in the Boston area due the weight of
the snow. Indeed, most schools remain
closed, and Pentucket school district
north of Boston has closed all schools for
the week over concerns about strained
roofs.

New England
braces for
more snow

File photo of Malaysian opposition leader, Anwar Ibrahim.
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IF you feel that Facebook
is getting a little aggres-
sive in its photo tagging,
it’s because it is.

On the back of its
DeepFace facial recogni-
tion software and massive
archive of photos, the so-
cial network is getting re-
ally, really good at recog-
nising people in pictures
and tagging them, toot
sweet. In fact,DeepFace is
now “as accurate as a
human being at a few con-
strained facial recognition
tasks”, according to
Science.

And Facebook is show-
ing off its abilities – on
your page.

“They’re going back to
older photos,”said CNET’s
Dan Ackerman, and tag-
ging anyone it recognises.
And it recognises a lot of

people.That’s because the
more photos uploaded of
the same people, the bet-
ter the software gets at
recognising faces that pop
up over and over again.
And users upload some
400 million new photos a
day. That’s a lot of learn-
ing.

“It knows other people
you know, it knows their
faces,” Ackerman added.
“It has a lot of examples of
those faces.That’s how fa-
cial recognition works; it
needs a bunch of different
samples to be able to guess
at what it is.”

The feature only works
within your network of
friends, and, technically
you can turn it off in your
settings, though Facebook
doesn’t tend to make that
particularly easy.

Facebook is
getting really
good at tagging
you in photos

WE all do it: You start to
feel sick and quickly hop
on Google to search for the
likely cause of your symp-
toms. In fact, the company
says that one in 20 Google
searches is for a health-
related topic,which is why
it has decided to focus on
giving better results.

Google announced yes-
terday that is has been
working with a team of
doctors to carefully “com-
pile, curate, and review”
medical information that
will come up at the top of
search results. Rather
than leaving users to
wade through lines of un-
verified links and misin-
formation, Google will
highlight high quality
sources.

The company used an
algorithm to gather info
on some of the most com-
monly-searched maladies
from sites such as
MedScape, Nature,
WebMD, National
Institutes of Health and
the Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention,
then they had their ex-
perts – doctors at Google
and the Mayo Clinic –

check it all for accuracy
and refine it.

They’ve even commis-
sioned illustrations by
professional medical illus-
trators.

When you search, a box
will pop up offering infor-
mation on such things as
symptoms and treat-
ments, as well as details
on how common the con-
dition is, whether it’s crit-
ical, if it’s contagious,
what ages it affects, and
more. It will roll out on the
Google app and online
over the next few days.

Of course, Google is
careful to remind people
that the information is no
substitute for actually vis-
iting a doctor.

“We know that cases
can vary in severity from
person to person,and that
there are bound to be ex-
ceptions,” Google product
manager Prem
Ramaswami wrote in a
blog post. “What we pres-
ent is intended for infor-
mational purposes only –
and you should always
consult a healthcare pro-
fessional if you have a
medical concern.”

Coming to Google:
Verified health facts
in search results

POPULAR mobile
news app Flipboard
has finally made the
jump to the Web with
a website you can ac-
cess from any
browser.

Starting yesterday at
flipboard.com, you can
pick topics and read sto-
ries in a format opti-
mised for the desktop,
but with that magazine
feel that’s made the apps
so successful on smart-
phones and tablets. With
the addition of the web-
site, it’s now possible to
track stories all day as
Flipboard synchs across
all your devices.

Flipboard already had
40 million users per
month on mobile
(iOS|Android), but that
number is likely to grow
now that there’s a more
convenient way to try it
out.

A colourful news
reading experience

What already made
Flipboard stand out on
mobile was the way it
laid out content like a
magazine. Physically
swiping the page on your
tablet or smartphone
showed a page-turning
animation, letting you
“flip” through stories
and topics.

Most desktops don’t
have touchscreens, so
you won’t have that flip-
ping action on the Web,
but that’s fine because
the new website makes
the content extremely
accessible for mouse and
keyboard set-ups.

For example, image-
heavy sources such as
National Geographic
give you high-res images
that take up the width
of the page, with cap-
tions and headlines that
stay out of the way of the
image content. It uses a
parallax effect that
makes transitioning to
large images a smooth
experience as you scroll
down the page.

The website also gives
you a variety of layouts
for stories to keep it vi-
sually interesting as you
browse headlines.

Diving in
To get started, you reg-

ister with an e-mail and
password, then pick at
least seven topics you’re
interested in.

As you add topics, re-

lated topics will pop up,
letting you create a
reading experience cus-
tomised to you.

The next time you
open Flipboard you’ll be
greeted with the latest
news from all  your
favourite topics. You
have the option to
search for available top-
ics, or you can just or-
ganically collect them by
clicking the topic button
for a story you’re read-
ing.

As an example you
might be reading a story
about Android phones,
but it might be under
the Smartphones topic.
Clicking the
Smartphones button
will add it to your list of
topics so you’ll get more
stories about smart-
phones in the future.

Great for social
networks

In addition to reading
the headlines and sto-
ries from your chosen
news sources, you also
can browse social net-
works, and it’s often a
better experience than
going to the dedicated
sites.

Flipboard lets you con-
nect your Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn and
Instagram accounts and
then displays posts,

tweets and images along
with the stories from
your regular news
sources.

What makes it a great
experience is that you’ll
see the tweet and an as-
sociated image on the
same screen, and you
can do things like reply
to a tweet, favourite or
retweet straight from
the app without going to
Twitter.

You’ll also see posts
from your friends on
Facebook, with their in-
cluded vacation photo as
an example. In other
words, Flipboard be-
comes more than just a
place to see the news,
but also a place to keep
up with social networks,
all from the same app.

Making it personal
One of the features

added in recent updates
was the ability to create
your own magazines.
You start with a title and
an optional description,
then decide if  you’l l
make your magazine
public so people can fol-
low and comment on
your stories.

Next you can browse
stories to add them to
your magazine with a
couple of clicks.

Today there are 15
million magazines on

Flipboard created by
readers on just about
every subject imagina-
ble. And Flipboard helps
people discover curators
and content by recom-
mending related maga-
zines as you explore.

A major turning point
The addition of the

Flipboard website
marks a major turning
point for the company
because it will mean mil-
lions of desktop users
now have access to what
was only a mobile app
before.

I’ve been a fan of the
app for a long time, and
if Flipboard can deliver
a similar experience on
the Web, it is likely to do
well because more peo-
ple will be able to access
content throughout the
day.

When you add in how
well it handles social
sites, Flipboard could be-
come your main app for
keeping up with world
news along with news,
tweets and posts from
your friends.

And If Flipboard has
its way, now you’ll be
able to use the website
as your news and social
hub on the desktop, with
a consistent and beauti-
ful reading experience
across all your devices.

The popular news app isn’t just for touchscreens anymore -- its new Web-based
version makes it possible to catch up on your favourite topics from any device.

Flipboard aims for more
users with jump to the Web

      



Wednesday February 11, 2015 • 25The Barbados Advocate

BARCELONA –
Investments in African
schools, healthcare and
other infrastructure are at
risk from the long-term im-
pacts of global warming be-
cause governments and
businesses are not consid-
ering climate information
in their plans, researchers
have warned.

They looked at how climate
predictions starting from five
years to decades ahead were
used in Malawi, Rwanda,
Zambia and the coastal cities of
Accra in Ghana and Maputo in
Mozambique, as well as by
planners of large African dams
and ports.

In a report, they concluded
that “very few long-term deci-
sion-making processes” draw
on climate information.

“African decision makers are
overwhelmed by a large num-
ber of immediate, short-term
development needs and this
can eclipse longer-term con-
cerns,” said Lindsey Jones, one
of the authors, with the
London-based Overseas
Development Institute (ODI).

“However, even some short-
term interventions today, like
designing healthcare systems,
could have consequences far in
the future,” she added.

If planners did try to use cli-
mate information, it was either
basic or not acted upon, Jones

said.
One problem is that the sci-

entists who produce climate in-
formation often communicate
in a way that is too technical
and ill-matched to practical
needs in sectors such as trans-
port, food security, agriculture,
energy and health, the report

said.
In Africa, much of the rele-

vant data is low quality or hard
to access, and the uncertainties
around climate information are
poorly understood, it added.

Climate information on ex-
pected changes in temperature
and precipitation can shape the

design of investments so they
are better able to withstand
those shifts.

“Doing so requires a step
change in the way we currently
conduct and communicate cli-
mate science,” said Jones.

According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change, if the world
keeps on emitting greenhouse
gases at today’s rates, average
temperatures across large
parts of Africa could rise by
more than 4 degrees Celsius by
late this century.

Even if emissions are re-
duced, temperatures across
Africa will continue to climb in
the coming decades, putting
more people and assets in the
path of floods, droughts and
heat waves from mid-century
onwards, according to the ODI
and SouthSouthNorth, a cli-
mate policy group based in
Cape Town.

Both organisations said gov-
ernments and businesses have
much to gain from using cli-
mate information in their long-
term plans and investment
choices.

“There are too few organisa-
tions and individuals to trans-
late climate information into a
language that makes sense to
decision makers, so that they
can weigh up the costs and ben-
efits of acting on it,” said Stefan
Raubenheimer, director of
SouthSouthNorth.

The report also highlighted
an opportunity to boost the
quality and quantity of climate
observation networks and in-
frastructure in sub-Saharan
Africa, as well as digitising
large amounts of unarchived
historical data.

WASHINGTON – It’s time to
study and maybe even test the
idea of cooling the Earth by in-
jecting sulphur pollution high
in the air to reflect the sun’s
heat, a first-of-its-kind federal
science report said yesterday.

The idea was once considered
fringe – to purposely re-engi-
neer the planet’s climate as a
last ditch effort to battle global
warming with an artificial
cloud. No longer.

In a nuanced, two-volume re-
port, the National Academy of
Sciences said that the concept
should not be acted upon im-
mediately because it is too
risky, but it should be studied
and perhaps tested outdoors in
small projects. It could be a rel-
atively cheap, effective and
quick way to cool the planet by
mimicking the natural effects
on climate of large volcanic
eruptions, but scientists con-
cede there could be dramatic
and dangerous side effects that
they don’t know about.

Because warming has wors-
ened and some countries might
act unilaterally, scientists said
research is needed to calculate
the consequences.

Panel chairwoman Marcia
McNutt, editor of the journal
Science and former director of
the U.S. Geological Survey, said
in an interview that the public
should read this report “and
say, ‘This is downright scary.’
And they should say, ‘If this is
our Hail Mary, what a scary,
scary place we are in.’”

This is the first time a gov-
ernment-associated science
panel talked about the con-
trolled small scale outdoor tests
of the artificial cloud concept,
called solar radiation manage-
ment or SRM. But even then
panellists downplayed the idea
and said it would require some
kind of government or other
oversight before it is done.

“Yes, small scale outdoor
tests might be allowed, but it
wouldn’t just be in the hands of
scientists to decide what’s al-
lowable and what’s not allow-
able,” McNutt said. “Civil soci-
ety needs to engage in these
discussions where the line is to
be drawn.”

Some scientists worry that
research itself it will make this
type of planet hacking more
likely to occur.

“This creates a bit of what we
call a moral hazard,” said
Waleed Abdalati, a University
of Colorado ice scientist and
former NASA chief scientist
who co-authored the report.
“There will likely come a time
we’re going to want to know the
ramifications of that kind of ac-
tion... You’re talking about po-
tentially changing weather and
climate. You don’t want to do
that without as good an under-
standing as you can possibly
have.”

And the committee scientists
said once you start this type of
tinkering, it would be difficult
to stop because warming would
come back with such a force. So
a decision to spray particles
into the air would have to con-
tinue for more than 1,000
years.

The report was requested by
U.S. intelligence agencies, acad-
emy president Ralph J.
Ciccerone said. Because the
world is not reducing the emis-
sions of greenhouse gases that
cause global warming, scien-
tists have been forced “to at
least consider what is known
as geoengineering”, he said.

The panel did favour technol-
ogy to suck carbon dioxide from
the air and bury it under-
ground. But unlike the artifi-
cial cloud concept, it would be
costly and take decades to cool
the planet. The panel wrote a
separate volume on this
method with the idea of dis-
tancing the concept from the
idea of the artificial cloud,
which McNutt described as a
political hot potato.

Carbon dioxide is a by-prod-
uct of the burning of coal, oil
and gas. Removing it from the
air treats the cause of man-
made global warming, while
deflecting the sun with an arti-
ficial cloud only treats the
symptoms and does nothing
about ocean acidification, the
report said.

A leading climate engineer-
ing scientist, David Keith of
Harvard, hailed the report, but
said it could have gone further.
With backing from billionaire
Bill Gates, Keith has proposed
an experiment involving put-
ting about two pounds (1 kilo-
gram) of a sulphur solution in
the air to see what happens.

Rutgers University scientist,

Alan Robock, said it would be
interesting to spray a small sul-
phur dioxide into a cloud, and
use a blimp or drone to meas-
ure what happens. But that
should only be done with
proper oversight, he said.

Other climate scientists are
adamantly against injecting
sulphates into the air, even as
a last ditch effort.

Such an idea “could do far
more harm than good” and sci-
entists should treat the Earth
like doctors do their patients,
abiding by the rule “first, do no
harm”, said Pennsylvania State
University climate scientist
Michael Mann. But he favours
increased study of the issue “if
only for one purpose: to expose
just how dangerous many of
these schemes might be”.

While the artificial cloud idea
is a much worse option that
carbon dioxide removal, it is
more attractive to some people
because “we could probably do
it right now”, said Texas A&M
University atmospheric sci-
ences professor Andrew
Dessler. “There’s really very lit-
tle that’s technologically stand-
ing in our way.”

Report: Time to examine purposely cooling planet idea

Investments in African schools, health,
other infrastructure exposed to climate risks

Over the years Africa has felt the effects of climate change resulting in series of disasters
including heavier rains, acute floods, extreme droughts and heat waves.

      



26 • Wednesday February 11, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

Bridge

BERLIN – British actor and
“Twilight” star Robert
Pattinson says playing a
photographer in his latest film
has made him more
sympathetic to the paparazzi.

In “Life”, Pattinson plays Dennis
Stock, the man behind some of the
most famous photos of legendary
actor James Dean.

The film explores the friendship
between the two men as Dean was
starting out in Hollywood in the
50s and Stock saw a star in the
making, eventually getting him a
cover spread in “Life” magazine.

For Pattinson, 28, whose boyish
looks and huge following among
teenage girls after his
performances in the Twilight films
have frequently made him a target
of paparazzi, the film forced him to
acknowledge that the job of
celebrity photographer isn’t
always easy.

“I did feel like being a paparazzi
for a second. I do empathise with
their plight,” Pattinson told a
press conference at the Berlin
International Film Festival where
“Life”, directed by Dutch
photographer-turned-filmmaker
Anton Corbijn, was screened this
week.

“At the end of the day I feel they
go home and beat themselves.
That’s what I was doing to get into
character,” he added, laughing.

Pattinson said that, like many
other actors, he had looked up to

Dean, star of “East of Eden”,
“Giant” and “Rebel Without a
Cause”, who was killed in a car
crash aged 24.

“I remember when I first started
acting, sort of 16 or 17, I think a
lot of actors have their James
Dean phase where every audition,
no matter what the part is, they
come in and do a James Dean
impression. I definitely had one of
those,” he said.

Variety magazine said Pattinson
is a “sly turn” as Stock in “Life”,

and “brings intriguing layers of
childish dysfunction” to the
character.

This year marks the 60th
anniversary of Dean’s death, yet
his appeal endures, something
American actor Dane DeHaan,
who plays Dean in the film, tried
to explain.

“I guess he was such an open,
emotional vessel that I think he
tapped into human nature,”
DeHaan told the press conference
in Berlin.

‘Twilight’s’ Pattinson sees paparazzi in
different light after playing photographer

Actor Robert Pattinson poses during a photocall to promote the movie
‘Life’ at the 65th Berlinale International Film Festival, in Berlin
February 9, 2015.
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By Michael Phillips

ANNE House (Yellow)
did not have enough in
the tank to take home
another title this year
when the St. Michael
School held their an-
nual inter-house ath-
letic championships at
the National Stadium
yesterday. Knocked
down to third this time
around, the defending
champions were
forced to make way for
Boadicea (Blue) who
took away top honours
with 931.5 points.

Up until the time the
final points were an-
nounced, a hush fell over
the stadium as the race
was too close to call until
the end of the day. With
Blue raking in 95 points
in the relay events, they
were chased all the way
to victory by Elizabeth
House (Purple) who ended
second with 909.Anne fin-
ished on 871, while
Victoria (Red) brought up
the rear with 603.5 points.

Boadicea were bolstered
by a strong performance
from the Senior Victrix
Ludorum, Ayanna
Morgan, who brought
home 78 points for her
team. With only two wins
in the Under-20 High
Jump and 100 Metre (M),
Morgan racked up most of
her points with second-
placed finishes in the Shot
Putt, Long Jump, 1500 M,
400 M, 200 M and 800 M.
Her male counterpart was

Aaron Worrell, and he
picked up 77 points for the
Blue team. He had a stel-
lar season with wins in
the Long Jump, Triple
Jump, 100 M, 200 M, 400
M and a new record in the
High Jump (1.90 M) to be
named the Most
Outstanding Male.

The Most Outstanding
Female and Junior Victrix
Ludorum was Elizabeth’s
Rhea Hoyte who ended on
63 points. She slammed
the field in the Under-15

100 M, 200 M, and 400 M,
while taking Silver in the
800 M and High Jump
and Bronze in the Long
Jump. She also put up a
new mark in the 400 M by
clocking 60.31 seconds.
Under-15’s Michael
Patrick took the Junior
Victor Ludorum title with
46 points. He won the
Long Jump,100 M,200 M,
and 400 M and was third
in the Discus for
Elizabeth.

The Under-13 Boys

championship went to
Jacob Bishop of Anne with
his contribution of 39
points. Boadicea’s Jhenna
Clarke (50) broke a record
in the Under-13 Girls
High Jump (1.45 M) to
come away as the division
champion. In the Under-
17 class it was Kiera
Forde-Richards who led
the charge in the girls.
She gave the champion
house 66 points, while 60
points won Jadon Brome
(Anne) the Boys’ title.

SPORTSSPORTS
Boadicea blast past defending champs at SMS

Limar Pierce striding home for Victoria House in the U-17 Boys 4x100m.Ayanna Morgan of Bodecia House winning the U-20 Girls 4x100m.

Kiera Forde-Richards of Bodecia House winning the U-17 Girls High Jump.

Joshav Grant in first place for Ann House in the U-15
Boys 4x100m.
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A HAT trick from Adam
Deane secured victory for
the Diamonds
International Men when
they defeated the Virgin
Atlantic women in the
final of the Battle of the
Sexes which concluded at
the Holders Polo field
over the weekend.

Suiting up for the men
were Bruce Bayley, Marc
Atwell, Roddy Davis and
Deane.

Deane who was playing
off a two-goal handicap
scored in the second and
fourth chukka as the
Men’s team led from the
beginning to the end.

However it was a slow
start for the both teams
in the opening chukka
with only one goal find-
ing its mark. This came
off the mallet of Bayley.

Things got heated in
the second chukka with
the Women’s team com-
bining to find the goal.

Tiva Gross and Sara
Wiseman who both play
off a two-goal handicap
each added a goal for the
women. This is where
Deane sprang into action
as he ensured that his
team led at the end of the
chukka with two goals be-
fore the horn.

The final touch of both
teams were missing in
the third chukka and a
number of chances
missed their mark.
However Atwell added
the fourth goal for the
Diamonds International
men.

The Men managed to
avoid any further goals in
the final chukka while
adding one more thanks
to Deane who completed
his hat trick.

The full team for the
Ladies team was Vicki
Gonsalves, Hazel
Jackman, Wiseman and
Gross.

By Michael Phillips

ALEXANDRA and
Pinehill St. Leonard’s
Boys’ (SLB) have both
managed to keep clean
slates to lead their re-
spective zones in the
Barbados Secondary
Schools Football
League Under-16
Competition. With the
latest round of games
being played on
Monday evening both
teams picked up their
latest wins as the con-
tinue their campaigns
towards topping their
groups and moving
into the playoff
rounds.

In Zone 1, Alexandra
picked up their third win
when they visited
Graydon Sealy. Thai
Moore was in form on the
day and scored both goals
to secure the two-nil win

for the visitors. Waiting
until the second half to
strike, Moore got his goals
in quick succession with
the first coming in the
43rd while he found the
nets a second time in the
49th.

Princess Margaret
made a cross-country trek
to Coleridge and Parry
only to end up on the
lighter end of the scale.
The hosts were out of the
blocks early with Aneko
Greenidge scoring the
first of his four goals in
the 2nd minute of the
game. After he scored
again in the 13th and
17th minutes, Enrique
Babb came in to score two
goals 10 minutes apart
(23rd and 33rd).
Greenidge completed his
beaver-trick in the 39th
but not before the visitors
decided to get in the
game. Devron Knight got

Princess Margaret off the
mark in the 37th and hit
a second home in the 57th
to see the score to six-two.
Donte Boyce added a sev-
enth for the hosts in the
63rd while Knight went
down swinging with a
third in the 67th for the 7-
3 loss.

When Deighton Griffith
hosted Grantley Adams in
Kingsland, the success-
fully held off the visitors
in the three-one exchange.
With a single goal coming
from Shakeem Boyce,
Grantley Adams’ custo-
dian allowed Zion Gollop,
Renaco Holder and
Kemshon Wilkinson to get
past him. In the other
Zone 1 game, a single goal
from Nakoda Carrington
sealed the deal when

Lester Vaughan traveled
up North to take on
Darryl Jordan.

In Zone 2 action, leaders
SLB won their fourth
straight game while feed-
ing the Lodge School their
third successive loss. It
was a rather one-sided af-
fair in St. John as the
home team were unable
to score a single goal while
the visitors could not be
kept away from the nets.
Thierry Gale and Shakiel
James both secured
braces while Nial Reid-
Stevenson, Savio Seale
and Dishon Howell all
had one each. To make
matters worse, Lodge put
one in their own nets to
see SLB heading back
home with eight goals.

St. George Secondary

also failed at defending
their turf as Harrison
College made their way
up from Crumpton Street.
The Kolij Boys came away
with a three-nil win as
Dominic Dent put away
two goals and Raymar
Walters scored the other.
Likewise buckling to out-
side pressures, were
Queen’s College as
Combermere made off
with a three-nil win as
well. Unlike St. George,
the QC boys were able to
score one, but it was at the
wrong end and the own-
goal, along with two from
Avery Chandler set the
Waterford team for vic-
tory.

Providence have been
given a baptism of fire as
the St. George team have

been met with hostility at
every turn. Playing in
their third game for the
season at Martindale’s
Road, the St. Michael
School (SMS) pounded
them into the ground, 11
goals to none. Having a
tough start as debutantes,
Providence have conceded
34 goals to date and are
yet to score. Netting for
SMS were Tremaine
Bruce (2), Nathan
Highland (2), Nicoli
Brathwaite (2), Kymani
Trotman, Clyde
Collymore, Eriq
Puckering, Tyreke
Norville and Menelik
Babb.

Play continues in both
zones today with games
scattered across the is-
land.

WEST Indies manager
Richie Richardson
echoed the feelings of
cricket fans around the
world when he described
his team’s performance
in their opening World
Cup warm-up match as
embarrassing.

The West Indies were
slaughtered by nine
wickets by an England
squad devoid of the fire-
power of James Anderson
and Stuart Broad. Sent
in to bat after losing the
toss, the regional side
was bowled out for a dis-
mal 122 in 29.3 overs.

Lendl Simmons top
scored with 45 while the
only other scores in dou-
ble figures were 21 from
Dwayne Smith, 12 from
Darren Sammy and 10
from Marlon Samuels.
Chris Gayle again failed
to get going as he and
Darren Bravo both went
without scoring.

The bowling was also
below par with Kemar
Roach getting the lone
wicket of Moeen Ali who
went for 46 while they
sent down a collective 19
extras.

Richardson noted that
it obviously wasn’t a good
start to the world cup,
but said ‘it isn’t about the
start, it is about the fin-
ish.’

“Our plan is to gradu-
ally ease into the World
Cup; we don’t want to
peak too early. We have
prepared well, we have
had a few days in Sydney
preparing the guys. I’ve

enjoyed the preparation
we have worked the guys
really, really hard. The
performance tonight is
no reflection of how we’ve
been training or any-
thing to do with the mood
in the camp,” said
Richardson.

The former West Indies
Captain added that to
him it was strange the
way how England got the

better of them.
“I know people might

be wondering what is
going on but I can safely
say that we’ve been play-
ing well the guys have
been in a very good mood
and it was just one of
those days. Hopefully we
won’t see a performance
again like this from us,”
said Richardson.

The West Indies will

face Scotland tomorrow
in their second warm-up
match and will be looking
to produce a big win.
Their first group match
of the World Cup will be
on Sunday February 15
against Ireland.

They are in Pool ‘B’
along with India, Ireland,
Pakistan, South Africa,
United Arab Emirates
and Zimbabwe. (PG)

Alexandra/SLB unbeaten in U-16 tourney

Diamonds
International
Men capture
victory in
Battle of Sexes
finale

Richardson calls Windies
performance embarrassing

West Indies manager Richie Richardson
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SYDNEY – “Evil” illegal
gamblers using the
grooming methods of
pedophiles to try and
corrupt cricketers
have not gone away
but the game’s anti-cor-
ruption chief Ronnie
Flanagan is confident
the upcoming World
Cup will be clean.

Match and spot-fixing
scandals have dogged
cricket over the last few
years but Flanagan said
the authorities in host
countries Australia and
New Zealand had done
everything in their power
to ensure the tournament
was free of corruption.

“I think it is important
that (fans) can come with
confidence knowing this
will be true competition
between teams fought out
on ability and perhaps lit-
tle bit of luck,” he told a
news conference on
Friday.

“A tournament that is
free of corruption or the
threat of corruption.”

Flanagan, head of the
International Cricket
Council’s Anti-Corruption
and Security Unit
(ACSU), praised the na-
tional and state govern-
ments in host countries
for enacting legislation to
criminalise manipulating
sporting events.

Education programmes
have also been put in
place to ensure that every
player at the Feb. 14-
March 29 tournament is
aware of how the illegal
gamblers try to exert their
influence.

“We know there are rot-
ten people out there, crim-
inal people, who will do all
in their power to get at
players and others of in-
fluence in the game,”
Flanagan added.

“They’ll trick them,
they’ll coerce them, they’ll
try and attract them,
they’re almost like pe-
dophiles in how they at-
tempt to groom them to
get them to do whatever
suits their nefarious in-
tentions in terms of ille-
gal betting.

“We have gone to great

lengths in a very multi-
faceted way to ensure they
don’t get their way.”

Flanagan said the
Australian and New
Zealand lawmakers, po-
lice and his unit had al-
ready been working to-
gether for two years to
prevent any corruption.

Education programmes
for players had also borne
fruit, he said, with a 100
percent increase in re-
ports from players about
approaches from suspect
individuals.

“Many of them when we
investigate them are in-
nocent approaches but I’m
very encouraged that we
are getting more and
more of those reports,” he
said.

“That gives us increased
material for our intelli-
gence database. At this
World Cup, we have one
central hub where all that
intelligence flows in, is
analysed and where one
common intelligence pic-
ture is produced.”

Flanagan, formerly
Britain’s top policeman,
also defended his decision
to curtail Pakistan pace
bowler Mohammad
Amir’s five-year ban for
spot-fixing seven months
before it was due to ex-
pire.

Amir, who is restricted
to domestic cricket and
will not play at the World
Cup, had shown genuine
remorse for his part in the
deliberate bowling of no-
balls by pre-arrangement
during Pakistan’s tour of
England in 2010,
Flanagan said.

The 22-year-old had
also co-operated fully with
investigators and his par-
ticipation in the education
programmes would send
a “very powerful mes-
sage", he added.

“It’s one thing for play-
ers to hear a message
from a retired cop, it’s an-
other thing altogether to
get that message from
someone who had been an
international player who
had fallen from grace who
is saying: ‘please don’t suc-
cumb’."

THE Feb. 14-March 29
Cricket World Cup will be
staged in New Zealand
and Australia for the first
time since 1992, when
Pakistan won the title.
Expect to see some clean
hitting and high strike
rates in conditions that
are expected to give the
bat slight advantage over
the ball. Here are five
players to watch:

A.B. de Villiers
Country: South Africa.
Age: 30
The South Africa captain is

clearly the most feared bats-
man heading into the World
Cup. The versatile de Villiers
sounded a warning to bowlers
around the world as he
recorded the fastest ever cen-
tury in a limited-overs interna-
tional during a breathtaking
knock of 149 off just 44 deliv-
eries against the West Indies at
Johannesburg last month.

De Villiers reached triple fig-
ures from just 31 deliveries,
after setting the record for the
fastest ODI half-century - his
50 coming off 16 balls. He also
equalled Indian batsman Rohit
Sharma’s record of 16 sixes in
an ODI innings.

The kind of incredible impact
de Villiers can have is gauged
from the fact that he had
walked in to bat only in the 39th
over!

His ability to judge the ball
and move into position quickly
gives him a vast advantage
over other batsmen, particu-
larly with the restriction of only
four fielders outside the 30-
yard circle through the 50
overs.

The top-ranked ODI bats-
man goes into the World Cup
with two centuries and six half-
centuries in the last 11 games.

He can sweep, reverse-
sweep or hit pre-meditated
heaves to the leg side - even to
deliveries pitched outside the
off, irrespective of the ball
speed.

With second-ranked ODI
batsman Hashim Amla batting
before him, there is every
chance de Villiers will get op-
portunities to start whacking
the ball straight away.

De Villiers, who has 7,459
runs from 179 ODIs at an aver-
age of over 52, has scored
three centuries in his two pre-
vious World Cups, including
back-to-back hundreds in
2011.

If South Africa is to end its
drought in World Cup knock-
out matches, much will depend
on de Villiers.

Virat Kohli
Country: India

Age: 26
The fact that all-time great

Viv Richards has described the
Indian vice-captain as “already
legendary” is a fair indication of
the potential Kohli carries into
his second World Cup.

Kohli is a proven performer
in all forms of the game and re-
cently notched four centuries
in a four-test series in Australia.

He failed to get into double-
figures in four innings during
an ODI tri-series that followed
the test series, as captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni tin-
kered with the batting order, al-
though Kohli can control any
game from his customary No.
3 position.

Kohli was a youngster at the
last World Cup but still tallied
282 runs including a century
and a half century.

With the likes of retired great
Sachin Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, Gautam Gambhir and
Yuvraj Singh not around, Kohli
is expected to take command
of the batting lineup.

Kohli has the ability to dom-
inate bowling without taking
undue risks and that can prove
vital on the grounds of
Australia and New Zealand
which can be a challenge for
batsmen from the sub-conti-
nent.

Though the team also boasts
the only two-time double-cen-
tury maker Rohit Sharma and
acclaimed finisher Mahendra
Singh Dhoni in the batting line-
up, Kohli remains the vital cog
in the wheel with his consis-
tency and ability to blend cau-
tion with aggression.

Kohli, ranked No. 3 among
ODI batsmen, has slammed 21
centuries in only 150 ODIs at
an average of almost 52.

Mitchell Johnson
Country: Australia
Age: 33
Mitchell Johnson is not the

type to worry about exactly
when he enters the attack. Be it
with the new ball or first
change, the left-arm paceman
can change the complexion of
a game rapidly with his menac-
ing blend of express pace and
aggression.

Johnson can not only swing
the ball late but also extract
sharp bounce to unsettle the
best of batsmen. He has
proved himself in crunch situ-
ations with both bat and ball in
tests and ODIs.

He was recently out of action
for a month due to a hamstring
injury but returned in style for
a tri-series final against
England, when his three-wicket
burst put Australia on track for
an easy win.

That spell came after left-
armer Mitchell Starc and Josh

Hazlewood were used to open
the bowling.

Home conditions and the
aim of regaining the Cup
should be incentive enough for
Johnson to be at his best.

Johnson, who has 224 wick-
ets and 920 runs with a high-
est score of 73 not out from
145 ODIs, will be part of the
World Cup for the third time -
though he did not get to play a
game in 2007 when Australia
won in the West Indies.

In 2011, he took 10 wickets
from seven matches, includ-
ing four-wicket hauls against
Zimbabwe and New Zealand.

Brendon McCullum
Country: New Zealand
Age: 33
The Black Caps captain

could be the best batsman on
view if he can even get close to
the form he hit in tests last year,
when he scored more than 1
000 runs.

McCullum became the first
New Zealander to score a test
triple-century and also notched
two double-hundreds to join a
select band to have done so.
He capped the year with an-
other huge knock of 195 off
134 balls against Sri Lanka.

Co-hosting the World Cup
also presents McCullum the
opportunity to ensure people
remember him as much for his
ODI efforts as for his test and
Twenty20 performances.

McCullum, who also kept
wickets until recently, is among
the most feared T20 batsmen.

His lofted shots, scoops and
reverse-sweeps make him a
tough customer. He is the only
player to have scored two T20
international centuries and also
the highest scorer in the format

with 2,105 runs from 70
games.

McCullum averages over 35
in T20s but only around 30 in
ODIs - a figure he’s determined
to improve.

In three previous World
Cups, he has 414 runs from 25
games with only one century.

Shahid Afridi
Country: Pakistan
Age: 34
The veteran allrounder will

take on extra responsibility in a
squad missing the off-spin of
Saeed Ajmal and useful all-
rounder Mohammad Hafeez.

Ajmal has withdrawn from
the team while Hafeez will not
be able to bowl, leaving Afridi
to lead the spin attack with his
fast leg-spinners.

While the focus will be on
seam bowlers in Australia and
New Zealand, leg-spinners can
always benefit from the
bounce.

Afridi is capable of creating
and seizing opportunities and
was the joint highest-wicket
taker at the 2011 World Cup
with 21 wickets.

A former record-holder for
the fastest ODI century - off 37
balls - Afridi has failed to notch
a half-century in four previous
World Cups but he is the kind
of player who can inspire his
lineup.

He gave glimpses of his erst-
while batting with two decisive
last-over sixes against India in
last year’s Asia Cup and more
recently during a half-century
against New Zealand.

Afridi, who led Pakistan to
the semifinals last time, has
announced that he will retire
from ODIs after the World Cup
and wants to go out on a high.

World Cup
will be clean,
says anti-
corruption
chief

5 Players to watch at the
Cricket World Cup

A.B. de Villiers
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LONDON – The World
Cup promises to feature
plenty of big-hitting and
dramatic bowling but will
there be verbal fireworks
too? Not if the
International Cricket
Council can help it.

“Over the last six
months, or even going
back further to the last
Ashes series, there have
been too many examples
of player behaviour going
too far and overstepping
the boundaries of accept-
ability,” ICC chief execu-
tive David Richardson
said.

“The amount of sledging
(verbal abuse) and disre-
spect shown by players to
each other was bad,” the
former South Africa wick-
etkeeper added as he
promised match referees
would come down hard on
sledging at the World Cup.

Many of the best re-
membered ‘sledges’ have
been relatively amusing.

For example, England
fast bowler Greg Thomas
once told West Indies great
Vivian Richards “it’s red,
round and weighs about
five ounces in case you
were wondering” after
beating the outside edge
only for the ‘Master
Blaster’, having smacked
the next ball out of the
ground, to reply: “You

know what it looks like,
you go fetch it".

However, there has been
little humour in the ob-
scene or crude taunts of
recent times, with
Australia captain Michael
Clarke telling James
Anderson to “get ready for
a broken arm” when the
England tailender was
batting during the last
Ashes series.

Fiery Australian opener
David Warner was in-
volved in several alterca-
tions during India’s recent
tour but coach Darren
Lehmann said he was
happy with the batsman’s
aggression.

“If the ICC decides we
cross the line, then they’ll
come down on us – we all
know that,” Lehmann
said.

“We’re always going to
teeter pretty close to it –
that’s the way that we play
– we’ve just got to make
sure that we don’t cross it.”

With cricket unusual
amongst many major
team sports in that its
leading teams come from a
variety of cultural back-
grounds – European,
Asian and Afro-Caribbean
– the problem is that
where Australia draw the
line may well be different
from their opponents.

Such was Australia’s

dominance in the 1990s
and 2000s, when skipper
Steve Waugh gave sledg-
ing the rather more digni-
fied status of “mental dis-
integration” that many
sides followed suit, even
though plenty of the
game’s most greatest play-
ers – such as legendary
West Indies fast bowler
Malcolm Marshall – rarely
bothered with ‘verbals’
and were often rather
more ‘aggressive’ than the
sledgers they came up
against.

Unlike other sports,
cricket’s on-field umpires
have not traditionally had
a disciplinary function al-
lowing them to impose an
immediate punishment
for poor behaviour which
has some bearing on the
match in progress.

‘Gentlemen’s game’ -
Given the fines imposed

are rarely a deterrent and
don’t tend to lead to sus-
pensions – although
Lehmann himself was
banned for five one-day
games for a “racially moti-
vated obscenity” after he
had been run out by Sri
Lanka in 2003 – most
players carry on as they
always did.

New Zealand great
Martin Crowe has called
for the introduction of a
yellow and red card sys-

tem, common to many
other sports, into cricket –
which has traditionally
prided itself on being a
“gentlemen’s game".

Meanwhile Ian
Chappell has said he fears
it can only be a matter of
time before things get so
heated that a physical
clash ensues.

However, Chappell’s re-
marks may provoke a wry
reaction.

When New Zealand won
their first Test match
against Australia, in
Christchurch in 1974, they
did so on the back of a
hundred in each innings
from Glenn Turner.

The batsman asked for
an apology from Chappell,
Australia’s captain in that
match, for the abuse he
had been subjected to on
the field, with the Sydney
Daily Telegraph comment-
ing it was not the first
time the skipper had lost
his self-control on the
field.

But the forthright
Chappell was in no mood
to apologise, saying: “I be-
lieve what happens on the
field should stay there".

However, as Chappell
knows only too well in his
role as a respected televi-
sion commentator,modern
technology means that’s
rarely the case.

MELBOURNE –
Australia paceman
Josh Hazlewood has
played down India’s
106-run drubbing in a
World Cup warm-up
against the co-hosts on
Sunday, saying it was a
matter of time before
the champions clicked.

Australia dominated
India in batting, bowling
and fielding in the
Adelaide match to bolster
their status as favourites
to win the global show-
piece which starts on
Saturday.

India have been in
wretched form Down
Under, however, going
winless from their three
matches in the tri-series
against England and
Australia in recent weeks.

“It’s just a matter of
time until their batting
order clicks,” Hazlewood

told reporters in
Melbourne on Tuesday.

"They’ve got some out-
standing players and
they’ve all got great
records. I think it’s just a
matter of time before they
get going.

“They’re a very danger-
ous side.”

Australia have been in
ominous form in the lead-
up, going undefeated to
win the tri-series despite
missing injured captain
Clarke, who is nonethe-
less expected to play in
the team’s warm-up
match on Wednesday
against United Arab
Emirates at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

James Faulkner’s side
strain has been the only
major fly in the ointment
and Hazlewood under-
scored the fast bowling

all-rounder’s value as “an
edge” over the 13 other
teams who will compete
at the World Cup.

“I think it’s just that
batting edge, probably es-
pecially when Faulks
(Faulkner) is in that team,
to have him at eight at full
strength is probably the
key,” he said.

“Where other teams
probably have bowlers
who can bat a bit, we’ve
got Jimmy down there
who can finish it off.

“I think our quicks as
well (are an edge). We’ve
got great depth in our
quicks.

“Probably those two
things are ... above the
other teams.”

With Mitchell Johnson
to lead the attack and
Faulkner almost certain
to be included if fit,
Hazlewood will compete

with left-armer Mitchell
Starc and Pat Cummins
for the remaining pace
spots.

Though one of the junior
members of the pace bat-
tery, Hazlewood has been
impressive in his eight
one-day matches and said

he would have no problem
being picked for “death
bowling” duties during the
World Cup.

“Yeah, definitely,” he
said.“All the bowlers want
to have that opportunity
to win the game for
Australia whether you’re

bowling the start, the mid-
dle or the end.

“I think the end’s obvi-
ously crucial. We’ve seen
Starc and Faulkner do the
job in previous games but
everyone wants that op-
portunity to prove them-
selves."

ST JOHN’S, Antigua –
The West Indies Cricket
Board will hold its Annual
General Meeting on
March 7, 2015 at the
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in
Kingston Jamaica.As part
of the AGM, elections will
be held for the positions of
President and Vice
President of the WICB.

The deadline for nomi-
nations to be received for
the respective posts was
Saturday February 7 last.

The following nomina-
tions were received (all in
alphabetical order):

FOR PRESIDENT
Whycliffe ‘Dave’

Cameron
Joel Garner

FOR VICE
PRESIDENT

Baldath Mahabir
Emmanuel Nanthan

The voting members of
the WICB are the share-
holders and are as follows
(in alphabetical order):

Barbados Cricket
Association – 2 votes

Guyana Cricket Board
– 2 votes

Jamaica Cricket
Association – 2 votes

Leeward Islands
Cricket Association – 2
votes

Trinidad and Tobago
Cricket Board – 2 votes

Windward Islands
Cricket Board of Control –
2 votes

Sledging remains slippery issue

India will get into
World Cup groove,
says Hazlewood

WICB
announces
nominations for
President and
VP in March
elections

"They've got some outstanding players and they've all got great records. They're
a very dangerous side," Hazlewood says of the Indian team
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SATURDAY is the fourth
day of the Barbados Turf
Club’s first racing season
for 2015, and nine races
are carded for the day,
with race seven, the

Valentine’s Day
(Handicap) being the
day’s feature race. The
race is for 4-year-olds
and over rated 110 and
below, going 1570 metres.

Nine horses have taken
entry, including two
horses nominated for the
Gold Cup, namely, Noble
Intent and Daunting
David, also entered is,

Janak’s Gold, who is
nominated for the
Tanglewood Stakes &
Trophy. Making this race
even more competitive is
the fact that four horses

that are nominated for
the Spa Sprint Stakes &
Trophy are also entered,
and they are
Iamsogroovy, A.P.
Vincero, Vitality, last

years winner of the Spa
Stakes, and Markos. The
final two that have taken
entry are Little Man
Arron and Lune de
Barachois. (CH)

GREGGMAR Swift’s is
now ranked third in
the world in the Men’s
60 metre hurdles after a
sizzling run at the
Meyo Invitational in
South Bend, Indiana
over the weekend.

Swift won the race in a
personal best time of 7.56
seconds with Donovan
Robertson of Ohio State
second in 7.76 seconds.
Adarius Washington of

Indiana State
was third in
7.81 seconds.
Swift had earlier
run a personal best of 7.59
seconds in the preliminar-
ies.

France’s Dimitri Bascou
has the world’s fastest
time of 7.51 seconds while
Aleec Harris of the United
States is ranked second
fastest with 7.55 seconds.
(PG)

Swift ranked
third in
indoor 60
metre
hurdles

Nine race card set for Valentine’s Day

Race 1 [1:00PM] Purse:$13,000  1100M (Turf) 
THE Darling (Condition Race) 
West Indian Bred 3-Year-Olds
1    Benghazi   116     
2    Island Woman   118    
3    Favourite Cat   123      
4    Alley Cat  118      
5    English Rose    118      
6    Midnight Run   123      
7    Double Jeopardy  123   
8    Mousetrap    118      

Race 2 [1:30PM] Purse:$13,000  1100M (Turf) 
The Cupid (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Rated 60 - 40 (Also Open to

Horses 4-Year-Old And Older Rated 39 And Below) 
1    Lavani   127     
2    Gabreilla Marie    123    
3    Jamaica Moon    110      
4    Katara   110     
5    Late Bid(USA)    110    
6    Appealing  110    
7    Flying South    115      
8    Boo    130     

Race 3 [2:00PM] Purse:$12,000  1800M (Turf) 
The Aphrodite (Handicap) 
4-Year-OldD And Older Rated 55 - 37 (Also Open

to Horses 4-Year-Old And Older Rated 36 And Below) 
1    Easter Monday   128      
2    Majestical   124      
3    Devil’s Khandy   110    
4    Jasmine   122     
5    Tapit’s Code(USA)    113    
6    Margarita    121     
7    Dance Daddy Dance    125   
8    Watery Moon    110     

Race 4 [2:30PM] Purse:$14,000  1570M (Turf) 
The Sweetheart (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Rated 75 - 57 (Also Open To

Horses 4-Year-Old And Older Rated 56 And Below) 
1    Indanger(USA)   128    
2    Indian Officer(USA)    128      
3    Island Memories   127      
4    Strikawar(USA)   120      
5    Corvette    118      
6    High Tide   127    
7    Local Speed   119      
8    The Price Is Right    125      
9    Chimichurri  120      
10    Stratfords Lad    126      

Race 5 [3:05PM] Purse:$12,000   1100M (Turf) 
The Love Dove (Condition Race) 
West Indian Bred 3-Year-Old Maidens 
1    Captain Brundle   123      
2    Lady Dancer   118  
3    Thismeanswar   123    
4    Mary Poppins   113   
5    Tachyon   123      
6    Nut Cracker(Res 4)    118      
7    What’s Up Dude(Res 2)    118      
8    High Noon(Res 1)    118      
9    Mira’s Image(Res 3)   113    
10    Super Heights(Res 5)  123    
11    Fairy Valley   113    
12    The Lady Louise(Res 6)    118   
13    Danny Boy    123      
14    Eye Of De Storm    113     
15    Jonn Three-Sixteen(Res 7)   118  
16    Gold Rush   113     
17    Spidey    118   
18    Michael Jaxson    118     
19    Gold Ring    113     

Race 6 [3:40PM] Purse:$11,000  1570M (Turf) 

The Sugar Plum (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Rated 45 - 27 (Also Open To

Horses 4-Year-Old And Older Rated 26 And Below) 
1    Trinidad Dreamer    118     
2    Rahy’s Promise   116     
3    Wingman   120      
4    Chatter Box(Res 2)  110      
5    Flying South  128    
6    Royal Spirit(USA)(Res 1)    111     
7    Koh-I-Noor    123 
8    Devil’s Khandy    120   
9    Jamaica Moon   124     
10    Victor Ludorum    126      
11    Decisive David(USA)   124      
12    Cassanova    119      
13    Kamazetta   127      
14    She’s Even Blue(USA)   122      

Race 7 [4:10PM] Purse:$16,000  1570M (Turf) 
THE Valentine’s Day (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Rated 110 - 92 (Also Open

To Horses 4-Year-Old And Older Rated 91 And Below) 
1    Noble Intent   110     
2    Daunting David(USA)   114      
3    Janak’s Gold   118      
4    Iamsogroovy  125      
5    Little Man Arran(USA)   118    
6    A.P. Vincero(USA)   118      
7    Vitality   128      
8    Lune De Barachois    110      
9    Markos   128      

Race 8 [4:45PM] Purse:$10,000  1000M (Turf) 
The Red And White (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Rated 30 - 15 
1    Kibu   122    
2    Caillou(Res 6 )   125   
3    Iguazu   117    
4    Kai   124    

5    Eric Ashby   121    
6    Coral Lady    128     
7    Stroke Of Luck(Res 5 )   125     
8    Just Dreaming  122    
9    Belly Dancer(Res 3 )   124     
10    Brett    117    
11    Indian Soul (Res 9 )   117      
12    Another Cool Cat (Res 4 )   126   
13    Peaceful  120    
14    Anya Rose  130    
15    Ucantmeanme(Res 2 )    127   
16    Zakattack    129      
17    Treasure Island(Res 1 )    126      
18    Furious(Res 8 )    117    
19    Copy Cat(Res 7 )  112    
20    Alila   129     
21    Johnny Sad Boy    130    

Race 9 [5:20PM] Purse:$10,000  1570M (Turf) 
The Saint Valentine (Handicap) 
4-Year-Old And Older Maidens
1    Double Noble    121     
2    Tempest   114    
3    Anya Rose(Res 2)    110     
4    Even Stephens   119    
5    Tigra   129     
6    Blissful(Res 3)   110     
7    Apollo   119     
8    Peaceful(Res 5)    110      
9    The Duke Of Earl    130    
10    Tiger Moth   129       
11    A. P. Dynasty   130      
12    Pegasus  120     
13    Rock Shandy   130       
14    Alice    114     
15    Wilcox Pride    110     
16    Eric Ashby(Res 4)   110     
17    Pun D Line(Res 6)    110     
18    Jolie Louise(Res 1)    115     

Greggmar Swift

The Valentine Race Day  Featuring  The Valentine’s Day (Handicap) 
Entries for Saturday, February 14 2014 
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BATA, EQUATORIAL GUINEA –
Yaya Toure looked more relieved
than elated as he lifted the African
Nations Cup for the first time at the
sixth attempt, breaking his duck at
international level with the Ivory
Coast.

“When you win with your club, it’s quite
amazing but with your country it’s
something unbelievable,” he said after
the Ivory Coast shaded Ghana 9-8 on
penalties in Sunday’s final in Bata.

“I’ve been waiting for so many years
now. I’ve been dreaming of this. It’s
difficult right now to describe the feeling
as captain, it’s something special.”

Midfielder Toure, 31, has won league
titles at clubs in three different countries
and a Champions League with
Barcelona.

For Manchester City, he has twice
proven a cup final hero and also won two
English Premier League titles over the
last four seasons.

However, with the Ivory Coast it has
been a tale of woe up until Sunday’s
decider at Estadio de Bata which was
settled by penalties following 120
minutes of goalless action.

Toure was on the losing side in both
2006 and 2012 final when the Ivorians
were defeated on penalties.

He also suffered World Cup heart break
in Brazil last year when the west Africans
were on the brink of reaching the second
round for the first time only to conceded
late on to Greece which sent them out of
the tournament.

“I’m a guy who always likes to win but
I think we had the luck today,” he said.

“But I’m delighted for my family and all
those around us who have supported us.
I will go now to my people and celebrate.

“It was little bit stressful in the penalty
shoot-out but I’m very delighted with the
win and I want to say thank you,” said
Toure, who has played at every Nations
Cup tournament since 2006.

LONDON – Pay-TV group Sky (SKYB.L)
has agreed to pay 4.2 billion pounds to
show 126 live English Premier League
matches a season from 2016 to 2019,
smashing analysts’ forecasts to beat fierce
rival BT (BT.L) to the best games.

After one of the most high-profile
broadcast auctions of recent times, the
Premier League said that Sky had won
five of the seven rights packages, including
the most popular Sunday afternoon
matches showing the likes of Manchester
United and Arsenal.

With BT paying 960 million pounds to
show 42 games a season, the two
companies will shell out a combined 5.2
billion pounds over three years,well above
the four billion pounds analysts had
expected and a 68 per cent rise on the
current contract.

Premier League Chief Executive
Richard Scudamore said he was surprised
by how much the matches had fetched,but
he noted that the game was the
beneficiary of the two media giants using
football to draw and retain customers on
their platforms for TV and broadband
internet.

“These are huge companies doing huge
things in a market that has gone way
beyond football,” Scudamore told a press
conference.

Sky, which is 39 per cent-owned by
Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox
(FOXA.O), has built its business around
offering exclusive programming such as
premium sports and drama to customers
who it seeks to tie in to combined
telephony and broadband packages.

However, it has faced a far greater
challenge in recent years, since the deep-
pocketed BT copied its business model by
buying up broadcast rights to attract
customers to its new superfast broadband
platform. The 169-year-old telecoms
company had already ramped up the
pressure on Sky by winning the right to
show all the live European Champions
League matches for three years from the
2015/16 season, forcing Sky to up its game
in the English auction to retain its position
as a leading sports broadcaster.

Scudamore said the League had
received a broad interest in its rights but
would not say who else had bid to show the
games, which feature world-class players
such as Diego Costa,Robin van Persie and
Alexis Sanchez.

BERLIN – As Bayern Munich steam
towards an inevitable 25th German
league title, Pep Guardiola wants a
return to “tiki-taka” football in the
Bavarian giants’ assault on the much-
coveted Champions League title.

“We’re not perfect, I know that.We have
to improve,” said Bayern’s perfectionist
Spanish coach after Saturday’s routine 
2-0 league win at bottom side VfB
Stuttgart.

Under Guardiola, Barcelona
dominated Spanish football by winning
14 titles from 2008 until 2012, with their
fast-paced passing, dubbed “tiki-taka”, to
keep the ball away from the opposition.

Bayern are used to enjoying around 70
per cent possession under Guardiola, are
eight points clear in the Bundesliga and
on course for a third straight league title.

However, after three below-par
domestic performances so far in 2015 by
Bayern’s own lofty standards, the
Spaniard will use this week for some fine-
tuning before their European assault
recommences.

The 2013 Champions League winners
travel to Lviv on February 17 to face
Shakhtar Donetsk, due to the political
situation in Ukraine, in their last 16 first
leg clash.

Hamburg are Bayern’s next domestic

opponent in Munich on Saturday in their
final warm-up, but Guardiola wants to
show the north Germans no love on
Valentine’s day.

“We have to find our game, that is our
goal for the next few games,” said
Guardiola.

“The key is less running and more play,
make the pass as quickly as possible.”

An Arjen Robben first-half goal and a
wonderful free kick from defender David
Alaba gave Bayern three more league
points in Stuttgart, but Guardiola wants
more.

“The win was important for the psyche,
but also for (our place in) the table,” said

Guardiola.
“The result was important for our

preparations against Hamburg and
Donetsk, but we have to improve to reach
our level.”

There has been a nervous energy to
Guardiola since Bayern were thrashed 
4-1 at second-placed Wolfsburg on their
return from the winter break at the end
of January.

Guardiola sailed close to the wind in
the 1-1 draw at home to Schalke last
Tuesday by storming out of his technical
area to remonstrate with assistant
referee Markus Hacker after a Robert
Lewandowski goal was disallowed.

Pep targets tiki-taka for Bayern’s Europe assault

Sky pays record 4.2
billion pounds for
Premier League rights,
BT takes the rest

Yaya Toure gets a taste of
national team success at last

Ivory Coast’s Yaya Toure celebrates with teammates after winning the African Nations Cup final soccer match against
Ghana in Bata. 
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MADRID – Barcelona
coach Luis Enrique has
insisted his players should
be well aware of the
dangers posed by
Villarreal in their Copa del
Rey semi-final having been
pushed all the way by the
Yellow Submarine just ten
days ago.

Villarreal travel to the
Camp Nou for the first leg
of the tie today hoping to
avenge the only defeat in
their past 20 games in all
competitions stretching
back to November.

A stunning Lionel Messi
winner separated the sides
on February 1, but Barca
twice had to come from
behind before eventually
emerging 3-2 victors to
remain just a point behind
league leaders Real
Madrid.

“We will analyse the
league game and what
things we could improve on
to attack better and find
more solutions,” Enrique
said yesterday.

“Perhaps that it is a bit
easier because the game
against Villarreal is so
recent.

“We will go into the game
with the same mentality
as the league match,which
is to win the game. We
know it is a big game for
Villarreal having never
been in the semi-finals
before, they are having a
great season and will pose
us plenty of difficulties.

“It is important not to
concede given the value
that away goals have, but
our first objective is to win
the game.”

Holding Villarreal
scoreless is likely to prove
a mammoth task as
Marcelino’s men have
found the net in each of
their last 27 games.

However, Barca have
more than enough
firepower to overcome the
concession of an away goal
with Messi, Neymar and
Luis Suarez in fine form.

All three were on target
as Barca took their tally to
34 goals in winning their
last nine games with a 5-2
victory at Athletic Bilbao,
but it was especially
important for Suarez to
find the net after a five-
game goalless streak.

LONDON – The
spending power of 
Real Madrid and
Manchester United is
unmatched in football,
and the temptation is
to reinvest that wealth
in eye-catching, crowd-
pleasing attacking
talent.

However, weekend
results provided a
reminder to world
football’s biggest money-
makers that overloading
squads with expensive
forwards is not a
guaranteed path to
prosperity on the pitch.

United had to rely on
defensive midfielder
Daley Blind’s stoppage-
time goal just to salvage a
1-1 draw in the Premier
League at West Ham on
Sunday.

And Real is reeling from
its heaviest loss in more
than four years: a 4-0
humiliation inflicted by
Atletico Madrid on
Saturday.

The Madrid derby also
exposed the shortcomings
of Gareth Bale, Karim
Benzema and Cristiano
Ronaldo. The front three,
who collectively cost Real
more than $250 million,
did not score or manage a
single shot on target
between them.

“We lacked everything –
desire, attitude,” Ronaldo

acknowledged. “We
weren’t fresh physically or
mentally.”

The current Ballon d’Or
holder did, however,
muster the energy after
the game to celebrate his
30th birthday in Madrid,
singing karaoke in a video
spread on social media.

Real supporters didn’t
have much to sing about
on Saturday but they have
been vocal in their booing
recently. After three
games without scoring,
Bale is bearing the brunt
of criticism from Madrid’s
notoriously hard-to-please
media and facing some
jeers from fans.

Just twice this season
has Bale been Real’s
match-winner, grabbing
late goals to secure 2-1
wins over Malaga in
November and Cordoba
last month. Having joined
from Tottenham after
seeming to single-
handedly rescue the
London club on a weekly
basis, the 99 million-euro
player is far from being
indispensable in the
Spanish capital.

Carlo Ancelotti, though,
is sticking by the so-called
BBC attacking unit.

“With those three
forwards we have won the
Club World Cup and the
Champions League,” the
Madrid coach said.

“Questioning them is
nonsensical. As long as
they’re fit they’ll always
play.”

There’s a similar loyalty
at Manchester United,
whose manager Louis van
Gaal persevered on
Sunday at West Ham with
Radamel Falcao, Robin
van Persie and Angel di
Maria up front.

It was a drab
contribution from the trio
as United once again
lacked the attacking flair
and width fans became
accustomed to under Alex
Ferguson.

Yet, while Real remains
top in Spain despite its
weekend setback, United
is fourth in England. On
one hand it is an
improvement from last
season under David
Moyes, with the team at
least back in the
Champions League places
again, but Tottenham and
Arsenal are close behind
and producing more
spirited performances.

It isn’t much to show for
spending in excess of $250
million last year.Although
United has lost just once
in 17 games, the team is as
unconvincing as the
apparent philosophy Van
Gaal says he’s still trying
to impose in his first
season.

Part of that philosophy

seems to be keeping
Wayne Rooney in
midfield, despite the
team’s struggles to score.
Rooney, the longest-
serving striker in the
United team, doesn’t have
a goal – or shot on target
– since the turn of the
year. Rooney once seemed
to be racing toward Bobby
Charlton’s scoring record
of 249, but he remains on
224 and is unlikely to
break it this season – and
maybe not even next
campaign as long as Di
Maria, Van Persie and
Falcao are preferred in
attack.

Falcao, though, might
not be around much
longer. The Colombia
forward has just four goals
in 17 appearances and the
chances of United turning
his loan from Monaco into
a costly permanent deal
seem to recede with each
miss.

The Falcao loan deal
last year reflected the
eagerness of clubs to snap
up big-name strikers
when they come on the
market, then leaving it to
the managers to figure out
how to accommodate
them.

Time and again, though,
this formula hasn’t
worked. However, club
executives seem to have
short memories.

Barcelona boss wary of
dangerous Villarreal

Misfiring forwards prove costly
for Real Madrid, Man United

West Ham United's Enner Valencia, left, is chased by Manchester United's Angel Di Maria during the English
Premier League soccer match between West Ham United and Manchester United at the Boleyn Ground in
London, Sunday, February 8, 2015. 
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BEAVER CREEK – Lindsey
Vonn smiled and waved to
the hometown crowd after
finishing a run that didn’t
count.

Out of view, she broke into
tears. All the pent-up pressure
from being the favourite at the
world championships boiled over
after she straddled a gate in the
slalom portion of the Alpine com-
bined Monday, knocking her out
of the race.

Vonn had high expectations for
not just one medal, but many –
and more to the point, gold –at a
competition so close to her home
in Vail, Colorado. So far, she has
a bronze in the super-G, a fifth-
place finish in the downhill and
now this: A “DNF” – did not fin-
ish – in the Alpine combined,
which meshes one run of down-
hill with another of slalom.

Now,she’s down to one event –
the giant slalom tomorrow – to
capture an elusive gold medal.

“A lot of expectations and I

tried my best to live up to them,”
said the 30-year-old Vonn, who
became the all-time winningest
female World Cup racer this sea-
son. “I really tried as hard as I
could. I came up short.That’s dis-
appointing for myself,my family
and my fans.”

Vonn hasn’t been able to find
her rhythm on a difficult Raptor
course,partly because it’s icy and
that doesn’t “really feel good on
my knee.”

The four-time overall World
Cup champion blew out her right
knee in a super-G race at the
2013 world championships in
Schladming, Austria. She then
hurt her knee again in her come-
back, keeping her out of the
Sochi Olympics.

Vonn was looking forward to
this event in her backyard. It just
hasn’t been the show she was
hoping to stage.

Instead, it’s been Slovenia’s
Tina Maze making herself at
home on Vonn’s hill.Maze added

the gold from the Alpine com-
bined to the silver she won in the
super-G and gold in the downhill
last week.Maze’s trying to match
Norwegian great Lasse Kjus,
who earned medals in all five
disciplines at the 1999 worlds in
Beaver Creek.

Maze gets the pressure Vonn’s
under. “I know exactly what the
feeling is like when things are
not going the way you want to,”
Maze said.“It happened to me. It
happened to everybody. When
you’re going through that, you
need to trust in yourself.”

Vonn knows that winning a
medal in the giant slalom will
take a “miracle” – her word from
last week – since it’s not one of
her stronger disciplines these
days. But she’s going for it, she
said.

That’s what makes her diffi-
culties in the slalom Monday so
hard to accept, since she’s been
training well in the technical
event. After a decent downhill

run, she thought she was in con-
tention for a medal. But she
smashed into a gate early in the
slalom and that was that. Still,

she finished the run and did a
fancy swoop at the bottom of the
hill, drawing cheers from the
crowd.

Vonn breaks into tears after
Alpine combined at worlds

United States’ Lindsey Vonn goes off the course during the
women’s alpine slalom competition at the alpine skiing world
championships on Monday.

 



FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or Profes-
sional services

Located in Strathclyde (near 
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate 
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to 
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

Be A Home Owner Now!

House and Land packages avail-
able. Choose your house design 
and size. 

*Athur Seat - St. Thomas from 
$295,000.00

*Pilgrim Place - Ch. Ch. from 
$340,000.00

Don’t delay contact us today.

Tel:230-5346
Email

rbesproman@gmail.com

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON WEDNESDAY 11/02/15 
THE FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
ANDWORKING VEHICLES:

2013 YAMAHA FAZER Motor-
cycle, 2011 YAMAHA FAZER 
Motorcycle, 2008 KIA CAR-
ENS, 2002 MITSUBISHI 
LANCER at Jones Garage at 
1:15 pm

2004 NISSAN ALMERA,
2004 DAIHATSU CHARADE 
MOKE at Downes Autobody at 
1:45 pm

2013 SUZUKI SWIFT at Simp-
son Motors at 2:15 pm

2003 NISSAN SUNNY at Cham-
pion Auto at 2:30 pm

Terms Cash. Paul A. Edwards.
Tel: 245-2994

JOB SEEKERS

JOB SEEKERS

NEED YOUR PROPERTY
MAINTAINED? 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping, grass-
ing, spraying, mowing, forking, 
weeding, model: suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once 
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

YOUNG LADY SEEKS a job as 
a housekeeper. Available to 

work Monday-Friday.

Call: 249-8543

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

EMPLOYMENT
OPP.

Needle workers wanted. Must 
be able to cut and fit free hand. 
Specialising in uniforms. Located 
in Gateway Mall, Tudor Street 
above Tim’s Restaurant.

Person to operate heavy duty 
overlock.

Tel:232-5047
After 5pm:271-4143
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NEW Orleans Saints
owner Tom Benson must
be evaluated by a panel of
three doctors who will
decide whether the 87-
year-old billionaire is
capable of running his
business empire, a New
Orleans judge ruled
Tuesday.

The order comes as part
of a lawsuit against
Benson, who also owns the
National Basketball
Association’s New Orleans
Pelicans, from his
daughter and two
grandchildren, who were
removed as heirs in
December and are now
challenging Benson’s
mental competency.

Benson, who built his
fortune through auto
dealerships and banks,
said he decided to alter his
succession plan for the pro
sports franchises to place
his third wife, Gayle
Benson, in control.

Under Tuesday's ruling
by Orleans Parish Civil
Judge Kern Reese, the
doctors determining
Benson's competency are
to be selected by Feb. 25,
and complete their
assessment by March 13.

Benson, who has owned
the National Football
League's Saints since
1985 and the Pelicans
since 2012, said poor
treatment of his current
wife contributed to the
removal of his
grandchildren from the
estate plan.

Judge orders
doctors to
evaluate
owner of
NFL’s Saints

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77278&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77278&ReturnUrl=mailto:rbesproman@gmail.com
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $1.90 $1.90 - $1.81 - 6,156 -

Banks Holdings Limited -* 05-Feb-15 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.85 8,856 1,148

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 625

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.47 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.51 $3.00 5,699 7,115

FirstCaribbean International Bank 10-Feb-15 5,000 $1.90 $1.89 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.85 $1.90 50 12,066

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.22 - 10,000 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.55 - 5,000 -
- Value Fund 

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 10-Feb-15 500 $6.41 $6.41 $6.40 $6.40 $0.00 $6.40 $6.41 184,415 500

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 10-Feb-15 5,150 $2.40 $2.40 $2.35 $2.40 $0.05 - $2.40 - 5,796

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $19.50 $20.00 18,217 10,725

One Caribbean Media Limited 10-Feb-15 3,000 $6.85 $6.85 $6.20 $6.20 $0.00 $6.81 $7.00 5,000 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 4,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 10-Feb-15 16,196 $1.80 $1.75 $1.75 $1.80 $0.05 $1.76 $1.80 5,000 51,433

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,897

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 29,846 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 10-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 65,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
February 10, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4784 -0.0024
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4966 0.0013
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2660 0.0015
29-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.291 0.0030
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8148   4.8148 4.8148   0.0042
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8443 0.0018
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0042 0.0010
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.29 0.01
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.29 0.02
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -      w    1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 16,196 $1.80 $1.75 $1.80 $0.05
INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 5,150 $2.40 $2.40 $2.40 $0.05
FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK 5,000 $1.90 $1.89 $1.80 $0.00
ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 3,000 $6.85 $6.85 $6.20 $0.00
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 500 $6.41 $6.41 $6.40 $0.00

Fixed Income Market
Security Volume
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 4.75% 2016 1,000

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
February 10, 2015

Two securities advanced and three traded firm as 29,846 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $74,653.98.
Sagicor Financial Corporation was the volume leader trading 16,196 shares at a high of $1.80 and a low of $1.75 before closing up five
(5) cents at $1.80. They were followed by Insurance Corporation of Barbados Limited and FirstCaribbean International Bank which
traded 5,150 and 5,000 shares respectively. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
February 10th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

February 10, 2015 February 9, 2015
Local  2,139.98 2,132.78 7.20 
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 611.73 610.41 1.32 

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
February 10, 2015 February 9, 2015

Local  5,371.61 5,354.45 17.16 
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -   
Composite 8,233.31 8,216.15 17.16 )     

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

BICO Limited - Directors have fixed January 26th, 2015 as the record
date for the determination of shareholders entitled to receive notice of
the Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on
February 26th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th,
2015 , instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to
Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th, 2015
instead of the previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ABV INVESTMENTS INCORPORATED 3,500 EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

EMERA (CARIBBEAN) INCORPORATED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77278&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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ROTTERDAM –
Australian Open final-
ist Andy Murray says
there is no need for
Novak Djokovic to ex-
plain himself after
their controversial
Australian Open final.

Djokovic struggled
through to an eighth
Grand Slam title eight
days ago – looking beaten
physically but pulling
through for a four-set vic-
tory at the expense of a fu-
rious Murray, who came
close to accusing him of
theatrics on court.

“Everything has been
made out to be much big-
ger than what is was,” said
the number four Scot on
Monday at the Rotterdam
World Tennis.

“That happens all the
time these days.

“In reality, you can go
through periods of being
very tired, then get better.
You can get a second wind.

“As the finishing line
gets closer, you can feel
better. If Novak feels he
has something to explain,
I’d be pleased to speak
with him, But I don’t feel
he really needs to explain
anything.”

Murray added that
while media may try and
beat up the story of his
own anger at losing the
Melbourne final for a
fourth time into a feud, he
and Djkoivic remain on
excellent terms.

Last year’s Australian
Open winner Stan
Wawrinka meanwhile
said he is happy to shake
up his February schedule
as he makes a return to
Rotterdam for the first
time in a decade.

The Swiss 29-year-old
was to have played here
12 months ago, but a com-
bination of injury plus the
sheer shock of lifting a
first Grand Slam title kept
him away.

Now, Wawrinka, whose
ranking has slipped to
ninth after going out in
the Melbourne semi-finals
to Djokovic,has come good
on his vow to shake up his
scheduling.

“I haven’t played indoor
in February for 10 years,”

said Wawrinka, who lost
in the 2005 second round
here to Roger Federer.

“I used to play in South
America and the last few
years I haven’t played in
February.

"I’m excited to be back. I
feel good. It’s important
for me to come to play
here. it a great tourna-
ment,a good indoor court.”

Wawrinka said that
after arriving on Sunday
afternoon, he has already
had two training sessions
at the Ahoy Stadium.

He said mixing and
matching his calendar
serves a good purpose.

“It’s good to change a bit,
to see some new tourna-
ments. Even if I played
here before, it was so long
ago. It’s also good to stay
mentally fresh.”

Wawrinka, who stands
behind Murray, Milos
Raonic and holder Tomas
Berdych in the seedings,
will open in the first round
against Dutch number
250 Jesse Huta Galung,
whose best showing at
home was reaching the
second round three years
ago.

“I’ve seen him around
for many years, but I’ve
never played or practised
with him. I’ll watch a few
videos and talk to my
coach. The Dutch always
play well here.

“He will be pumped for
the first match - he’ll be
ready and dangerous.

“Everything this week
depends on how I’m gonna
start. If I play my best ten-
nis I can do some good re-
sults. It’s indoors, so you
have to be ready for the
first match, I’m feeling
great so we will see.”

In the first round,
Austrian Dominic Thiem
scored a minor upset,
beating sixth-seeded
friend Ernests Gulbis 6-4,
6-2 to earn his first victory
of the season.

Spain’s seventh seed
Roberto Bautista Agut
beat teenaged German
Alexander Zverev 6-4, 6-
1.

Simone Bolelli ad-
vanced past Czech Lukas
Rosol 6-3, 6-1.

I’ve no
problem with
Djokovic –
Murray

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic plays a shot during his men’s singles final match against Britain’s Andy
Murray.
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Annual Meeting 2015

Notice to Shareholders 

Notice is hereby given that the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of First 
Citizens Bank Limited (“the Company”) will be held on Thursday 
March 5, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Grand Ballroom, Hilton Trinidad 
and Conference Centre, 1B Lady Young Road, Port of Spain, Trinidad 
for the following purposes:

· To elect Directors of the Company;
· To receive and consider the Audited Financial Statements of the     
 Company for the financial year ended September 30, 2014, together     
 with the report of the Directors and Auditors thereon; and    
· To re-appoint the Auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers and to        
 authorise Directors to fix their remuneration for the ensuing     
 year.        

Dated this 6th day of February, 2015

By the order of the Board

Sharon L. Christopher
Corporate Secretary

Copies of the Notice, Proxy Form and Management Proxy Circular will be mailed 
to shareholders and are also available for download on www.firstcitizenstt.com 
(click on the “Investor Relations” link).

INDIANAPOLIS –
Gregg Popovich’s
grand plan has pro-
duced plenty of wins.

The Spurs made it an
even 1,000 for him on
Monday night.

San Antonio rallied
from a 14-point fourth-
quarter deficit and got
an 18-foot baseline
jumper from Marco
Belinelli with 2.1 sec-
onds left to give Popovich
a milestone 95-93 victory
at Indiana.

“I’ve been here a long
time and I’ve had good
players. That’s the for-
mula,” Popovich said.
“Getting the players is
difficult, but I’ve been
fortunate to have good
ones. The time, that’s the
most important element.
You have to be around
for a while I guess.”

Popovich celebrated in
his typical low-key way.
He walked to midcourt,
putt an arm around
Pacers coach Frank
Vogel, hugged one of his
former players and sto-
ically strolled into the
Spurs’  locker room
though he later acknowl-
edged he might drink
some wine.

While Popovich does
have five NBA champi-
onships, few midseason
wins have come with this
much fanfare.

Only two coaches, Phil
Jackson and Pat Riley,
reached 1 000 wins
faster than Popovich.
Only one other coach,
Jerry Sloan, achieved
the feat with one team.
Sloan won 1,127 games
with Utah. Popovich is
1,000-462 in 19 NBA
seasons, all with San
Antonio.

His regular-season
winning percentage
(.684) ranks fifth all
time. His playoff win-
ning percentage is sev-
enth (.623) though only
two men in front of him
coached more than 100
postseason games,
Jackson and Billy
Cunningham.

And it came on the
most fitting stage of all
for the Indiana native.
Popovich was born in
northwest Indiana and
grew up playing high
school basketball  in
Merrillville, Indiana.

But it was Popovich’s
players who wanted this
win most - and it showed
as they erased a nine-
point deficit over the
final 5 1/2 minutes.

Belinelli finally tipped
the game with his
jumper just before the
shot clock expired, and
George Hill’s 3-pointer
for the win bounced off
the rim at the buzzer.

“A thousand wins,
that’s a lot of wins and I
feel very lucky that I’ve
been with him for a lot of
them,” Tony Parker said
after scoring 19 points.
“We’ve experienced so
much stuff together. I’m
just very happy for him.”

Popovich played this
one with some caution.

After Sunday night’s
loss in Toronto, he deac-
tivated Manu Ginobili
and carefully tracked the
minutes of Parker and
Tim Duncan. Parker and
Duncan, who had 15
points and eight re-
bounds, each played 30
minutes, 23 seconds and
didn’t enter the fourth
quarter until just before
the closing run began.

“We just weren’t solid
enough down the stretch
and gave them too many
extra possessions,”
Pacers forward David
West said. “We’re disap-
pointed we let this game
get away.”

West finished with 10
points and a season-high
18 rebounds for Indiana.
Rodney Stuckey had 19
points as the Pacers’
three-game winning
streak came to an end.

The most frustrating
part was that Indiana
led 79-65 after three and
still led 91-82 with 5:35
to go.

But Indiana managed
only one more basket, a
20-foot pull-up jumper
from Stuckey with 2:33
left.

In between, the Spurs’
teamwork and ball
movement, two of
Popovich’s trademarks,
put the Pacers on their
heels. Danny Green’s
layup and Kawhi
Leonard’s three-point
play got the final rally
started. When Duncan
put in another layup and
Parker made two free
throws, the score was
tied at 91 with 2:59 left.

After Stuckey’s basket
and Aron Baynes’ tip-in
with 56.7 seconds tied it
again, Belinelli made his
shot. Hill did not.

“He probably down-
played it as much as I
will,” Duncan said. “It’s
another win. It’ll look
great when we look back
on it."

DALLAS – DeAndre
Jordan had 22 points and
a career-high 27 rebounds,
and the Los Angeles
Clippers won without
Blake Griffin, beating
Dallas 115-98 Monday
night after the Mavericks
lost Tyson Chandler and
Monta Ellis to injuries in
the first 4 minutes.

With Dallas’ interior de-

fense and rebounding gut-
ted by the loss of Chandler,
Jordan led the way as the
Clippers stopped a season-
high four-game losing
streak. Chris Paul had 25
points and 13 assists for
Los Angeles

Chandler injured his left
ankle just 39 seconds in
and went to the locker
room about a minute later.

Ellis joined him there with
8:03 left in the first quarter
after hurting his left hip.

The Dallas injuries came
on a night that started
with news that Griffin
would be out three to four
weeks after surgery ear-
lier in the day for a staph
infection in his right elbow.

Charlie Villanueva tried
to keep Dallas in the game

by scoring 13 points in the
last 5 minutes of the first
quarter and finished with
a season-high 26.

But the Mavericks, al-
ready missing point guard
Rajon Rondo with an or-
bital bone fracture, just
couldn’t keep up without
their leading scorer in Ellis
and primary rim protector
in Chandler.

Spurs get past
Pacers 95-93

Jordan, Clippers roll 115-98
after Mavs lose Chandler, Ellis
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THE state of Caribbean tourism is
sound.

This is the word coming from Hugh
Riley,Secretary General of the Caribbean
Tourism Organisation (CTO), who spoke
yesterday on the state of the regional
tourism industry during the CTO’s press
conference at his Warrens office.

“In a clear demonstration of strong de-
mand for travel, and for Caribbean vaca-
tions in particular, a record 26.3 million
visitors came to enjoy the Caribbean’s un-
equalled and diverse experiences in 2014,
spending a record 29.5 billion US dollars,”
he said.

“This means that in 2014, 1.3 million
more visitors came to the Caribbean than
in 2013 – which itself was a record year –
representing a 5.3 per cent rise, and well
above the projected two to three per cent.
These visitors spent just over a billion
dollars more than they did in 2013.

“So strong was the demand for
Caribbean vacations that we outper-
formed the rest of the world, which,
according to the UN World Tourism
Organisation, recorded a growth rate of
4.7 per cent,” he added.

This robust showing for the Caribbean,
the CTO official explained, is testimony to
the fact that the traditional markets had
performed well.

He stated that Canada, after a flat 
performance in 2013, had rebounded 
significantly, whilst the US maintained
healthy growth. Europe topped five mil-
lion visitors for the first time since 2008.

TOURISM on Page 7

GOOD NEWS FOR 
REGIONAL TOURISM  

Chairman of the Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO) and Minister of Tourism and International Transport, Richard Sealy
(left), and Hugh Riley, CTO Secretary General, in discussion at the CTO State of the Industry press conference.
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