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EFFORTS continue to be
made to get Government
departments to improve the
level of customer service
that they offer.

Moreover, Director of Public
Sector Reform, Michael Archer
has pointed out that customers
also have a role to play,and must

respect and have a good attitude
towards the persons who they
are receiving service from. He
was speaking yesterday
morning during a press
conference at the National
Productivity Council’s office to
launch this year’s Week of
Excellence, which will be held

from February 22 to 28 under
the theme ‘Bridging The Gap:
Today’s Leaders, Tomorrow’s
Prospects’.

Archer noted that while
customer service quite often
impacts the image of public
sector reform, there are a
number of other initiatives that

speak to progress in the public
sector which may sometimes be
overlooked. Among those
initiatives, he said, are the
online services, the Public
Service Act; the Employment
Rights Act; the performance
review and development system;
Smartstream and the Barbados

Revenue Authority.
With that in mind, Archer is

urging public officers to become
compliant as quickly as possible
with the performance review
and development system, as the
intention is to have it fully
instituted by April 1.
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REFORM UNDER WAY

THE Canadian Farm Labour
Programme has not only
provided benefits for the actual
workers who participate in it,
but has also played a significant
role in the development of the
local economy.

That is according to Minister
of Labour, Social Security and
Human Resource Development,
Senator Dr. Esther Byer who
delivered remarks at the Local
Annual Review Meeting of this
Programme yesterday at the

Lloyd Erskine Sandiford
Centre (LESC).

“Your participation has also
contributed to Barbados’
economy. I mentioned how
much we underscored to the
authorities how much it means

to individuals and the families,
but it does have a significant
effect on the Barbados
economy.”

Byer further pointed out that
one such example can be seen in
the contributions made towards

home savings since the
programme started in the late
1960’s. These contributions
have also gone towards the
National Insurance Scheme
(NIS).

EFFECTS on Page 4

From left: Minister of Labour, Social Security and Human Resource Development, Senator Dr. Esther Byer and the Consul and Liaison Officer, James Inniss in atten-
dance at the Local Annual Review Meeting of the Canadian Farm Labour Programme yesterday at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre (LESC).

Programme also contributes to local economy
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Barbados finish 
second in first leg of CEA

Junior Challenge
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ACCESS to regional
legal information 
online is becoming a
reality with funding
from the government
of Canada, through 
the Improved Access 
to Justice in the
Caribbean Project 
(IMPACT Justice).

Technology must be in-
corporated into enhancing
access to justice, says
Professor Velma Newton,
Regional Project Director,
IMPACT Justice.

“Every citizen in the
CARICOM region has the
right to equal access to
justice and the effective
use of technology will bet-
ter assist those who want
to access legal informa-
tion, whether they are
from within or outside of
the region.”

The funding is a boost
to justice sector reform
and goes towards devel-
oping online legal data-
base resources. These
databases will allow 
citizens in Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
member states easier 
access to finding legal in-
formation for governing
their affairs.

Nineteen volumes of
the Caribbean Law
Review (CLR), over 
41 000 regional judge-
ments, 10 000 pages of the
Laws of Barbados and up-
dating the indexes to the
laws from most CARI-
COM countries, form the
plethora of information
for digitisation and place-
ment in online, searchable
databases over the course
of this year and into 2016.

According to Professor
Newton, the project’s
baseline research found
that the judiciary, attor-
neys-at-law, academics,
students, government ad-
ministrations, members of
the business community
and the public often en-
counter difficulty in ob-
taining up-to-date case
law, treaties, legislation
and other regional mate-
rials, which would enable
them to conduct research
efficiently.

“A number of ongoing
activities at the UWI
Cave Hill Campus,
Faculty of Law already
exist in relation to access-
ing legal research infor-
mation, but they need to
be improved to increase
efficiency and effective-
ness,” she observed.

“Improvements for im-
plementation under IM-
PACT Justice will trans-
late into tangible benefits
for the justice sector by
making research on the
law of individual coun-
tries easier and speedier,
both for justice sector ac-
tors and civil society.”

IMPACT Justice is
working with Canadian-
based archival software
company, Andornot, to 
expand CariLaw’s digital
database and upgrade its
search engine to make it
more user-friendly.

As part of IMPACT
Justice’s activities to es-
tablish online databases,
the office of the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel 
in Barbados, which
launched a Legislative
Information Management
System (LIMS) a few
years ago, is also receiving

assistance with the final
preparatory phase of
proofing the Laws of
Barbados before they are
posted online. (TL/PR)

Legal research
information
going digital 
– enhancing 
access to justice

Professor Velma Newton, Regional Project Director,
IMPACT Justice.

EFFORTS are on at the
Barbados Community
College (BCC) to see
more integration and
greater cross-faculty 
programmes arising, in
order to reflect and meet
real world demands.

In a recent interview
with The Barbados
Advocate, this was 
revealed by Principal
Gladstone Best.

He said, “We have been
examining within the 
organisation and we are
trying to have a lot more
collaboration among pro-
grammes, interdiscipli-
nary or cross-discipli-
nary programmes.

“That is something
that we will work on
more and having a lot
more integration and
complementarity of pro-
gramming, because the

Barbados Community
College is an institution
that has a very wide
range of programmes,
and whereas we tend to
put things in particular
compartments for ease of
teaching or instructing,
in reality things overlap.”

Using the annual BCC
Hospitality Institute 
and Banks Holdings 
Ltd. (BHL) calendar as 
a prime example of mul-
tiple programmes con-
verging, he said, “The
calendar, the recipes are
created by the students
from the Hospitality,
but when you get to the
calendar itself, the pro-
duction of that involves
some others.

“When I look at the cal-
endar I am seeing all of
the experience, expertise,
the knowledge of the stu-

dents combined with the
guidance of the tutors
put into practice.

“When the product is
created and tested, they
are careful to make sure
that the recipe is prop-
erly placed on the calen-
dar.

“It is a scientific
process. It is an artistic
process. It is an artistic
process because we are
concerned with the look
and the taste, but it is a
scientific process because
we are concerned with
the consistency, the 
reliability and the fact
that it is repeatable.

“In this work, we have
the Art and the Science
mixed in. When I also
look at the calendar, I see
additional work going in,
not necessarily from the
Hospitality students, but

from students of the
College, generally. I’m
seeing my Graphic
Design graduates, the
work coming through in
the actual layout and 
design of the calendar,
so I am seeing a whole
educational product.”

Therefore, he ex-
pressed that projects 
like the full calendar 
can indeed be produced
by the students of the
Barbados Community
College, comprising 
students from both 
campuses and various
disciplines. “Recipes 
here [at the Barbados
Community College
Hospitality Institute],
graphics there [BCC’s
main campus at The
Eyrie]; that is the kind of
integration we want to
see.” (KG)

CARIBBEAN culture is
‘hot’ on the international
market right now, says
lifestyle entrepreneur
Juliette Maughan. And
with that, she says more
creative persons should 
be looking to take their
products and services to
the world.

The well-travelled con-
sultant, who has done
work in Human Rights,
Sexual and Reproductive
Health, Gender and Youth
Mainstreaming, as well as
co-editing a recently pub-
lished Caribbean anthol-
ogy called ‘Senseisha’, told
The Barbados Advocate
that if our people did 
not push to get brand
Caribbean out to external
markets, we would not 
get the exposure needed
to facilitate badly needed
exports. “And truthfully
speaking, our work not
out there would be a
deficit to the world.

“I tell young people all
the time, those aspiring to
be entrepreneurs, those
waiting for something to
happen for them at home,
[that] the world is your
marketplace ... and espe-
cially right now for the
Caribbean, we have a lot
of opportunities in terms
of creating our own prod-
ucts.We have stars in pop
culture, sports ... the
Rihannas, the Nicki
Minajs, the Usain Bolts
that are and have been for

quite some time coming
out of our territories and
have been making the
path easier for us to ac-
cess foreign markets [are
at least be recognised] ...
we should be taking 
advantage of that,”
Maughan explained.

She added that she was
not discounting the power
of being able to dominate
in the domestic market
first, but pointed out one
should not stop there.

“This market is a test-
ing market, to see how
people react to what you
have to offer and learn
[perhaps] how you should
refine it... The world is 
[really] the marketplace
[we should be going after].

Her remarks came
against the backdrop 
of the long-anticipated
proclamation of the
Cultural Industries
Development Act, which
occurred earlier this
month.

Minister of Culture,

Youth and Sports,
Stephen Lashley, said 
last month that the
proclamation of the Act
would set the stage for
artistes of varying genres
and expressions within
the cultural industries
sector by providing not
only Government, but the
private sector the possi-
bility to create avenues for
talent to be showcased.

“One of the key compo-
nents of the incentives is
to make provisions for the
private sector to be able
to invest in the cultural
industries sector, and to
do so in a way to allow for
investments to be given
the necessary tax write-
off treatment,” Lashley
said.

“That alone in my view
will encourage the private
sector to feel much more
confident to invest in the
tremendously promising
work of the creative sector
in Barbados,” he said.

(RS)

Time is ripe to export
Caribbean culture

BCC to see more integration

‘I tell young people all the time,
those aspiring to be entrepreneurs,

those waiting for something to 
happen for them at home, [that] 
the world is your marketplace ... 

and especially right now for 
the Caribbean, we have a lot of 

opportunities in terms of creating
our own products...’
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BARBADIANS who
have taken part in 
the Canadian Farm
Labour Programme
have benefited finan-
cially from it in a
major way.

This is coming from
Minister of Labour, Social
Security and Human
Resource Development,
Senator Dr. Esther Byer,
who delivered remarks at
the Local Annual Review
Meeting yesterday at the
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford
Centre (LESC).

She said that this has
been the case since its 

inception 48 years ago 
and many of the young
persons sitting in the 
audience at this point
would have had parents
and even grandparents
who participated in the
programme, who would
have been able to come
back home and send them
to school and build homes
as a result.

“Without you the 
workers, we could not
have maintained this 
programme for 48 years.
I know for many
Barbadians, for some of
you, your parents and

probably even grandpar-
ents, this programme 
has meant a lot. There
are many persons who
have been to school, have
been able to build homes,
have been able to acquire
wealth because of this
particular programme.”

In fact, this seems 
to be the case in other
Caribbean nations which
have participated in this
programme, just as it is
with these young men
and women gathered
here, said Byer.

“It has meant a lot 
to the development of

Barbados, In fact, as 
I meet with Labour
Ministers from across 
the Caribbean, it has 
had that same impact all
across the Caribbean.
This programme has al-
lowed a lot of Barbadians,
a lot of Caribbean people
to be able to send their
children to school, to
build their homes and 
so on.”

The Labour Minister
stated that this is why
they continue to commu-
nicate the message to
their Canadian counter-
parts on how much they

appreciate this pro-
gramme.

“Every time we meet
with the Canadian 
employment and the
Canadian Government,
we underscore the impor-
tance of the programme.
We always emphasise to
them how grateful we are
for the programme, how
much it means to us just
in case they think that we
don’t really want the pro-
gramme and so they can
go ahead and do what
they want with it. We al-
ways emphasise that they
know – we need them to

know – how much it
means to us and the
value that we place on it.”

Furthermore, some of
these employers have
even developed such close
ties with some of their
workers then when they
come to this island for 
vacation, they visit with
some of these workers,
which also provides them
with an opportunity to
witness firsthand how
this programme and the
salaries that they would
have earned from it has
benefited these workers,
she said. (PJT)

THE success of the
Canadian Farm Labour
Programme and other fu-
ture programmes like it
depends on the work ethic
that Barbadians display
on the farms that they go
and work on when they
travel to Canada.

For the most part, the
majority of the workers
who participate in this
programme perform ex-
ceedingly well so that the
Canadian employers are
impressed with them.
However, there are some
issues that do tend to
creep up from time to
time, said the Consul and
Liaison Officer, James
Inniss, who delivered his
report on the programme
at its Local Annual
Review Meeting yesterday
at the Lloyd Erskine
Sandiford Centre (LESC).

One of the issues relates
to the work times where
Mexican workers are pre-
pared to work 12-hour
shifts seven days a week,
while some Barbadian
workers only want to 
work four and a half days
with a half day on Fridays
and the weekends off.

“Obviously, if an em-
ployer is going to employ
workers, he would employ
Mexicans.”

He told the young men
and women that while he
recognises that they work
hard in the programme,
their main duty when

they go there is to work
and not socialise.

There were also issues
relating to performances
as some of the employers
felt that some of the
Barbadian workers did
not “give of their best”.

There were also some
cases where workers
“wanted to tell their em-
ployers how things should
be done” based on how
they experienced it on 
another farm that they
would have worked on

previously and Inniss told
them that they cannot go
to these employers and
tell them how they must
run their farms.

He said that both of
these things are impor-
tant given the Canadian

climate, which provides a
“short growing cycle” on
which they can grow and
reap these produce and
therefore, it is with this in
mind that these employ-
ers would ask them to
work “sometimes long

hours, sometimes late on
Fridays, sometimes on
weekends”.

“Therefore, when you
see that the employer is
pushing you or pressuring
you, it is not because he
does not like you or be-
cause he is racist. It has
nothing to do with that. It
is just that you need to get
his crop out in the field,
into the market and into
storage before the weather
sets in and if you can ap-
preciate that, then you can
understand why it is nec-
essary for the employers
to ask you in some in-
stances to work seven
days a week.” (PJT)

Some of the workers involved in the Canadian Farm Labour Programme listening attentively at the Local Annual Review Meeting yester-
day at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre (LESC).

REFORM from Page 1

His comments came as
he explained that public
sector reform is in fact
public sector develop-
ment, as the process is
an ongoing one.

“Although we use the

word reform, nothing
happens that quickly
and public sector reform
is always a work in
progress, so we have to
recognise that some of
these things take time,
but the important thing
is to have them on board

and be working on them.
And I am satisfied that
we make strong efforts
in Barbados to initiate
meaningful initiatives
that can serve the pub-
lic… [But] public sector
development is a na-
tional issue and we need

to recognise that public
sector reform needs 
the assistance of the 
private sector [and] the
public; in other words,
public sector reform is
all about us,” the director
said.

Additionally, Archer

said that given the re-
cent challenges brought
on by the recession, his
office is also promoting
a change management
programme to address
and improve efficiency 
in the public sector.

(JRT)

‘Public sector reform always a work in progress’

Success of programme depends on work ethic

Programme benefits Barbadians
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PRIME Minister of Barbados, the Rt.
Hon.Freundel Stuart, silenced those who
are quick to say Barbados is unaffected by
what happens in the world, yet are the
same ones hoping to see Barbados reap-
ing the benefits being accrued by nations
abroad.

Recently,he stated,“When you listen to
public comment here in Barbados, and I
will never tire of repeating this, you get
the impression that Barbadians are a col-
lection of Robinson Crusoes separated
from the rest of the world. What goes on
in the rest of the world doesn’t affect us,
and what we do here doesn’t affect any-
body else in the rest of the world, and
therefore, any problems, any challenges
that we are having here are of our own
creation, and that there is an army of
rogue politicians somewhere that wishes
Barbados ill, and is doing everything to
ensure that the fortunes of the people of
this country are kept back.That is the im-
pression that is thought to be given.

“Interestingly enough, although what
goes on in the rest of the world does not
touch and concern us according to these
people, the moment oil prices began to
come down,the same people began to ask,
‘Why are we not seeing it here?’

“Those same people were asking, ‘Why
is it not being reflected in the supermar-
kets? Why is it not being reflected in my
electricity bill?’ and so on and so on.

“So they speak with more than tongue.
Fortunately for me, and fortunately for
most of the people in the Democratic
Labour Party that I know, God has only
given us one tongue.”

Other countries reeling
Setting this against the background of

countries world-wide being affected by
the recession, the PM painted the global
picture and showed that Barbados is not
alone.

Having presented CARICOM’s eco-
nomic case to the PM of Japan last June,
Prime Minister Stuart said that back
then he told him that “nine out of 15
CARICOM countries have a debt to GDP
ratio of over 70 per cent,and we found this
very worrying, because all of this was
hobbling and slowing down our develop-
ment,” not realising that in fact, “The
Japan situation is not improving, and
Japan now finds itself with a debt to GDP
ratio of 230 per cent.”

More so, he explained, “Now I was
telling him how much trouble we were in
with just over 70 per cent, but back home
in his country they had a debt to GDP
ratio of 230 per cent,and Japan of course,
is one of the most powerful and econom-
ically strong countries in the World.”

And he added, “So that is the world in
which we live now.

“The economy in France has been at a
virtual standstill ever since this crisis
broke, and therefore President Hollande
now has the dubious distinction, they say,
of being one of the most popular presi-
dents in French history.

“The economy in Italy, the third
strongest economy in Europe has been
having no end of problems in terms of
both growth and debt. […] We live in a
very difficult world.” (KG)

Barbados not
in a vacuum,
reminds PM

ALMOST 60 years in existence come
next April, the Democratic Labour
Party (DLP) has a legacy, which
speaks volumes and is worthy of ho-
nour.

However, the Party has one shortfall:
It does not make its contributions
known.

This assurance came from the Prime
Minister of Barbados, the Rt. Hon.
Freundel Stuart, who stressed that the
Democratic Labour Party (DLP) “from
then [1955] until now, has made its pres-
ence felt in Barbados”.

“The Barbados we have today would
not have been possible... would not have
existed in its present shape, without the
courage and the foresight of those who
have led the Democratic Labour Party
over the last 60 years.

“So we do not have anything to be
ashamed about.”

But, while praising the Party’s contri-
butions and achievements, he also
pledged that going forward, he will make
raising awareness of the Party’s value
part of the modus operandi.

On Friday at the DLP Headquarters,
PM Stuart insisted that that was the
Party’s one shortcoming – not raising
awareness of its worth.

Listing off many of the institutions
and programmes which are in existence
because of the Democratic Labour Party,
the Prime Minister highlighted the
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill
campus, the National Insurance Scheme,
Severance Payments Act and the School
Meals Programme, amongst others, and

asserted, “As the President of the
Democratic Labour Party and Prime
Minister, proudly I value what this place
has been responsible for in Barbados.”

Furthermore, he said,“I’m saying all of
this to say, you belong to a very great po-
litical organisation, and that you have
nothing to be ashamed of in terms of its
achievements and its record in Barbados.

“If we have failed in any respect, or if

we have manifested shortcomings in any
respect, it has had to do with the fact that
we do not let people know for how much
we are responsible in Barbados, and
therefore, a lot of false doctorate and too
long a number of false prophets get away
with misrepresentation and distortion
of the truth and the facts, and that is
something which we are determined to
correct.” (KG)

No shame!

EDUCATING both the young and the
old about online privacy and information
security remains a top priority for
Barbados’ leading telecommunications
provider.

As the world observes Safer Internet
Day today, LIME is reiterating its com-
mitment to promoting a safer Internet for
all.

“As the Internet becomes even more
accessible and user-friendly, the youth
and the elderly are now oftentimes tar-
geted by online predators as the most
vulnerable users,” said Marilyn Sealy,
LIME’s corporate communications and
public relations manager.

This year’s theme for Safer Internet
Day is ‘Let’s create a better Internet to-
gether’.

“As a company, our goal this year is to
provide our users with the knowledge
and tools to help safeguard themselves.
The internet provides excellent learning
and communication opportunities, but it
also opens the door to some unwanted el-
ements, and oftentimes these elements
can be avoided completely.”

Speaking specifically about persons
under the age of 18, Sealy offered some
useful tips for parents and guardians to
help protect their charges from online
predators and unwanted content.

“Keep the computer in a high-traffic
area of your home, establish limits for
which online sites children may visit and
for how long,and remember that Internet
technology can be mobile, so make sure to
monitor cell phones, gaming devices and
laptops,” she said.

Also remember to surf the Internet
with your children and let them show
you what they like to do online. Also be
sure to continually dialogue with your
children and make it your business to
know who is connecting with your chil-
dren online and set rules for social net-
working, instant messaging, e-mailing,
online gaming, and using webcams.”

As for the elderly, Sealy said the con-
venience of doing business online was at-
tracting them to the Internet.

“But this can expose them to certain
risks that they are not necessarily aware
of, including crimes such as fraud and
identify theft. The more time someone

spends online, the more opportunities
they will have to share information about
themselves,” she said.

“Thus, never share your password or
account numbers over an e-mail or in-
stant message; do not follow links from e-
mails when conducting financial transac-
tions; always be wary of callers, pop-ups,
websites or e-mails asking for personal
information; create secure passwords and
change them often; invest in anti- spy-
ware and anti-virus software; and finally,
file a report with law enforcement and no-
tify creditors if there is an incident or a
suspicion of identity theft.”

LIME: Educate both the young and old

Prime Minister of Barbados, the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart.

EFFECTS from Front Page

“Over 25 million Barbados dollars
have been remitted in the form of home
savings for our workers since 1967
when the programme started. More-
over, since the inception of the Farm
Labour Programme, over $4 million
Barbados dollars have been remitted to
the National Insurance Scheme to pro-
vide a social safety net for youth.”

In addition, for this financial year
alone, the remittances for this same sec-
tion of the Ministry have been quite
high, and this financial year has not
even concluded as yet, she said.

The Labour Minister stated that her

Ministry and the Government in gen-
eral have duly noted these contribu-
tions made from the workers involved in
this programme,also known as the Sea-
sonal Agricultural Workers Programme,
and she expressed her gratitude to the
Barbadian workers in this regard.

“As of December of last year, the total
remittances received by the home sav-
ings section of the Ministry for this fi-
nancial year alone was approximately
one million dollars – and this financial
year has not yet ended, we go up to
March 31st, which is the end of next
month – and this contribution has not
gone unrecognised.That is a significant
amount of money.” (PJT)

Workers’ contribution recognized
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THE proposed National Qua-
lifications Framework (NQF) for
Barbados will be comparable
with other Qualifications Frame-
works worldwide.

This is according to Executive
Director of the Barbados Accredi-
tation Council, Valda Alleyne,
who revealed that the proposed
NQF will have eight levels. She
explained that the levels are an
indication of the developmental
process.

“There are countries which
have 12 levels. However, in Bar-
bados we are looking at eight lev-
els,as we are in the initial stages.
Also, the National Qualifications
Framework comes with levels of
descriptors – what is expected of
the learner at each level and the
level descriptors are related to
learning outcomes,” she ob-
served.

The NQF is Pillar 2 of the Bar-
bados Human Resource Deve-
lopment Strategy 2011-2016,
and is considered a major mech-
anism that will transform the de-
livery of education and training
in Barbados.

Individuals will be given the
opportunity to gain quality as-
sured, nationally and regionally
recognised qualifications, and
recognition for the acquisition of
knowledge and skills.

Alleyne went on to explain that
it will be a credit qualifications
framework. “There are not many
programmes in Barbados offered
by providers that have credits.
However, the credit system al-
lows the learner to know how
much of the learning programme
they have accumulated,and then
they are allowed to transfer, for

instance, into another institu-
tion,” she pointed out.

The Executive Director also
identified that the proposed Na-
tional Qualifications Framework
has three sub-sectors – General
Education, Technical and Voca-
tional, and Tertiary Education.

She further acknowledged that
for the learner, the proposed
NQF will encourage continuous
learning at whatever stage of
ones life; assist with planning of

their career path; provide recog-
nition of qualifications globally,
and facilitate educational and
labour mobility.

“The employer will also bene-
fit – understanding qualifica-
tions presented by prospective
and current employees, and pro-
vide assurance of the quality of
qualifications as they meet na-
tional standards in education
and training,” Alleyne high-
lighted. (TL)

NQF for Barbados will be on par

THERE is a suggestion that the
absence of a cohesive social part-
nership mechanism has affected
the levels of productivity that
could be achieved in this coun-
try.

So says Executive Director of
the National Productivity
Council, John Pilgrim, who
made the comments yesterday
morning during a press confer-
ence at the Council’s office to
launch this year’s ‘Week of
Excellence’.

“When we had the social part-
nership going well, we had, I
would say, a particular level of
attentiveness that ensured that
the environment impacted pro-
ductivity in a particular way.
But to my mind, the fragmenta-
tion in that relationship has not
done total justice to the kind of
results that we would want to
obtain,” he said.

With that in mind, Pilgrim
suggested that going forward, it
would serve the country well to
improve the spirit of tripartism
and social partnership to bring
about the national results that
are desired. His comments came

as he noted that research has
shown that social dialogue is an
important variable when it
comes to national business per-
formance.

“To my mind, that mechanism
is an important variable in any
equation when it comes to en-
suring that national productiv-
ity, or even enterprise produc-
tivity, or sectoral productivity, is
properly addressed. What I’m
saying is that in the good old
times when we had that cohe-
sive relationship, we seemed to
have grabbed the bull by the
horn, and a lot of things were
happening at a faster pace. In
the more current environment…
because of that variable being
absent from the equation, it is
compromising the rate at which
we can excel when it comes to
improving national productiv-
ity,” Pilgrim told the media pres-
ent.

The Executive Director added
that work methods and systems,
technology,and people,also have
an impact on productivity, and
the Council is doing its utmost to
ensure that they educate per-

sons at all levels about the ben-
efits and importance of produc-
tivity. He made the point as he
referred to their programme
‘GET UP’ – Getting Everyone To
Understand Productivity, which
he said has been widely accepted
across sectors in this country.

“We are going to continue to
roll out that programme in
terms of ensuring that the level
of advocacy and interest is en-
shrined in the hearts and minds
of the various stakeholders. In
addition, what we do in order to
address the challenge that we
currently face, is to provide tech-
nical assistance to the various
companies in the various sec-
tors,” he added.

Pilgrim explained that this
technical assistance includes
helping organisations to meas-
ure their productivity and to de-
velop methodologies that would
link performance to pay.
According to him, a recent study
conducted by the Council
showed that employee produc-
tivity improved by having per-
formance based incentives
schemes in place. (JRT)

Tripartism needed

SENIOR Assistant General
Secretary with the Barbados
Workers’ Union (BWU),
Orlando ‘Gabby’ Scott, says
that mental health issues
need to be looked at more
closely in this country.

“We began to look at it last
year during the Week of
Excellence,but the whole mental
health of the worker and the sig-
nificant impact of mental health,
the cost of it on the workplace –
like stress, burn out, anxiety, de-
pression – these are all very
costly illnesses that I think we
must seriously begin to look at in
Barbados,” he said.

He made the point yesterday
during a press conference to
highlight the activities being
held this year for the Week of
Excellence, which is slated for
February 22-28. The BWU offi-
cial noted that safety and health
was previously looked at only
from the workplace perspective,
but he maintains it would it be
more prudent to look at health in
its broadest sense.

To that end, Scott added that
this year more attention will be
placed on health in general, look-
ing at things such as the eco-
nomic impact of non-infectious
health and wellness in the work-
place, the physical and mental
impacts of diseases on the work-
place and the role of nutrition in
combating non-communicable
disease.

He made the comments as he
maintained that productivity
cannot be looked at in isolation,
as conditions like dengue fever
and chikungunya are also hav-

ing deleterious impacts on the
workplace.

“When persons become ill,
they’re absent from work; there’s
a cost in terms of medical expen-
ses; there’s a cost in terms of pro-
ductivity being lowered; there’s a
cost sometimes of people train-
ing other persons to hold their
job – these are all human re-
source issues that we need to
look at,and I think we have been
too slow in Barbados in looking
at these issues,” he said.

The week commences on Sun-
day, February 22 with a church
service at the Kingdom Empo-
werment, New Testament
Church of God, Cottage Land,
St. George, where Minister of
Labour,Dr.Esther Byer, is to de-
liver remarks. The official open-
ing ceremony will be held the fol-
lowing day at the Grande Salle,
Central Bank, and Prime Minis-
ter Freundel Stuart is to deliver
the feature address.

In addition to the sessions on
health matters, there will be ses-
sions on business, including a
working session titled ‘The 3 Fs
– Finding, Funding, Formula’.
The panellists for that session
include Executive Director of the
Barbados Small Business Asso-
ciation,Lynette Holder;General
Manager of Corporate and Com-
mercial Banking at Republic
Bank, Sean Husain; Manager of
Mega Power Ltd., Joanna
Edghill; Senior Credit Officer,
Central Bank of Barbados Loan
Scheme, Joycelyn Holdipp and
President of the Barbados En-
trepreneurship Foundation,
Celeste Foster. (JRT)

Week of Excellence
to be held later this
month

Senior Assistant General Secretary with the Barbados Workers’
Union (BWU), Orlando ‘Gabby’ Scott.

Executive Director of the Barbados Accreditation Council, Valda
Alleyne.
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THE Barbados Bar
Association is seeking
to play its part as they
acknowledge the
issue of domestic vio-
lence on the island.

“We have sought to
partner with the Royal
Barbados Police Force
(RBPF) because we take
the issue of domestic vi-
olence very seriously,”
revealed President,
Tariq Khan.

During a recently held
press conference, he

identified this as one of
the initiatives being un-
dertaken by the Bar
Association.

“We represent those
who seek protection or-
ders in the courts at the
lower level, and we deal
with those issues that
lead to the ultimate
break down of the fam-
ily. But, do we have a
proper all-bracing policy
that deals with victims
of domestic violence? No
we do not… there is

nothing joined up,” he
observed.

“However, of our own
initiative and with the
generous cooperation of
the Police Force, we have
met and sought to set up
a protocol with them. We
are fully engaged to
work with one another,
but we can only go so far.
We need to have that
taken seriously and to
be elevated to a point
where it becomes a pol-
icy, rather than a wish.”

Khan also revealed
that the Bar Association
is seeking to provide ‘a
point of access’, for those
who are detained in the
police stations, when
they are initially
charged.

“Our aim is to provide
this as a one-stop free
service on that occasion.
However, we have to
canvas our members as
to whether we can get
sufficient numbers,” he
pointed out. (TL)

WHILE the venue has
changed, ‘Love, Poetry
and Song’ promises to be
a great show for patrons.

This was the assur-
ance given by Acting
Chief Information
Officer with the
Government
Information Service,
Sharon Lynch, who said
that the shift to the
Charles Fort, Hilton
Barbados from Illaro
Court will in no way neg-

atively affect the quality
of the programme, but
instead add a different
element with elevated
areas for seating and
lower levels for mingling
and dancing.

“This year there will be
a party atmosphere,” she
said, while reminding
the public that the aim of
the concert was twofold –
to support the HIV/AIDS
food bank and to reduce
stigma and discrimina-

tion against those living
with HIV/AIDS.

“We call it edutain-
ment where not only do
they perform, but there
is a lot of messaging be-
cause as long as you are
going to be on the show,
you have to attend a
number of educational
workshops to learn more
about the message of
safe sex,” she stated.

Lynch added, “Even
though we have had all

of this education for all of
these years, there is still
a problem with stigma
and discrimination and
of course, this is a char-
ity concert to raise funds
for the HIV/ AIDS food
bank. Over the past
three years, we have
raised $65,000 and do-
nated 30 barrels of food
to the bank. This is
something that we at
GIS have taken on as a
partnership. Persons

must realise that for
some of the persons who
go to the bank, that is
the only food items and
meals they get.”

Noting that there had
been an increase in the
demand for these items,
she stated that patrons
were encouraged to
bring two non-perishable
items, whether food or
toiletries, and to ensure
that the tinned foods had
not expired.

This year’s concert will
feature Biggie Irie,
Imani, Nexcyx, Damian
Marvey, Adrian Green,
Tabitha, Avlon, Jslo,
Britney Mayers, Alex
Mills, DJ Kirk Brown,
Rebel Glam, Gigi Ma’at
and many more artistes.

Tickets are $25.00 and
Lynch thanked Hilton
for supplying the venue
free of cost for the con-
cert, now in its fourth
year. (JMB)

Shooting at Milk
Market

On Monday,
February 9th, 2015, at
about 2.00 a.m., Police
Officers were on patrol
duty in Bridgetown
when they encountered
3 suspicious persons.
The Police Officers
challenged those per-
sons who fired several
rounds at the Police
Officers; there were no
injuries. Two busi-
nesses in the area sus-
tained damages to
their structures.

Investigations are
continuing.

Shooting at Bridge
Street

Police have arrested
and charged two per-
sons in connection with
a shooting incident
which occurred on
Bridge Street,
Bridgetown on Friday,
February 6, 2015,
where Rashon
Alexander was injured
and hospitalised.

Those persons were:
15 year old St. Michael
juvenile who was
charged for serious
bodily harm, using a
firearm without a li-
cence, and violent dis-
order; and Gary Ian
Williams, 20 years of

Stuart Lodge,
Carrington Village, St.
Michael was charged
for violent disorder.

The juvenile and
Williams appeared at
the District A
Magistrates Court on
Monday, February 9,
2015.

Aggravated Burglary
at Scotia Bank Black
Rock

Police have made a
significant break-
through into the
Aggravated Burglary
which occurred at the
Black Rock Branch of
Scotia Bank about
10.10 a.m. on Tuesday,
January 27, 2015. A
person of interest is
currently being ques-
tion in regards to this
matter under investi-
gation.

Robberies in the
Black Rock area

Police carrying out
investigations into a
number of robberies
which occurred in the
Black Rock have made
a significant break-
through into those mat-
ters.

A person is currently
in custody assisting
with these investiga-
tions.

POLICE are investigat-
ing the circumstances
surrounding the unnat-
ural death of Jason Wall,
33 years of  Moore’s
Land, St. John, which oc-
curred about 8.15 p.m.
on Sunday, February 8,
2015, at Belleplaine
Housing Area,

Belleplaine, St. Andrew.
From the initial inves-

tigation, Jason Wall was
sitting in the mentioned
area with another per-
son when he was shot by
an unknown assailant;
he died at the scene.

Investigations are con-
tinuing.

Police 
updates

Suspected murder

‘Love, Poetry and Song’ promises to be a great show

Bar initiative to deal with
victims of domestic violence

SCHOOL Location
Planning is very critical
to effective strategic
planning for the develop-
ment of education.

This is according to Dr.
Idamay Denny, Portfolio
Manager of the Social
Sector Division at the
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB), who identi-
fied that there are a
number of reasons why
school location planning
is important in Barbados
at this time.

“People are moving
away from certain areas;
they are moving into
other areas; there is a de-
crease in the birth rate…
which is leading to
falling enrolment, and
many of our schools are
now not as full as they
used to be. In fact, there
is a lot of capacity avail-
able in some of our
schools,” she observed.

“There is also the
change in family struc-
ture, where once [upon a
time] you had your
mother or grandmother
to leave your children
with and they would
walk them to school, but

because of the change in
family structure parents
are forced to take their
children with them, and
you see the trend of more
children moving into the
city for schooling. In
some cases there are
transportation difficul-
ties for children at sec-
ondary level to make it
easily to schools.”

Dr. Denny was at the
time addressing the offi-
cial launch of the
Consultancy Services for
the Development of a
School Location Plan
with School Mapping
Model held at Courtyard
by Marriott.

The development of a
school location plan is a
key component of the
Education Sector
Enhancement
Programme (ESEP) II,
being undertaken by the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology and
Innovation and the
CDB.

She said that such
trends make it very crit-
ical for any government,
but particularly the gov-
ernment of Barbados at

this time to place schools
where they can be maxi-
mum return on the in-
vestment in the infra-
structure and services
necessary to operate
schools.

“For example, in
schools where you have
very small pupils/teacher
ratios, it may not be eco-
nomically sound to carry
those small pupil/teacher
ratios. But there is also
the case where you have
excessively large
pupil/teacher ratios, they
can have a negative im-
pact on classrooms which
have diverse needs oper-
ating in them.”

The CDB official also
outlined other factors
which make school loca-
tion planning critical in
Barbados, such as the
policy of universal access
to early childhood devel-
opment, noting that the
question must be asked –
what are the optimum lo-
cations for these early
childhood centres?

“There is also a policy
on the size of secondary
schools – many of our
secondary schools are too

large and therefore we
require additional sec-
ondary access; but how
many schools do we need
and where do we need
them?

“...These questions can
be very objectively an-
swered through school lo-
cation planning. But a
school location plan is
not a static mechanism
that you do now and its
over, but as there are de-
mographic changes the
system must be updated
to keep in-tune with
those changes,” she
pointed out.

Dr Denny further
stressed that the
Caribbean Development
Bank recognises the very
critical importance of
strategic planning in the
education sector and the
role that a school location
plan plays in such plan-
ning. She also revealed
that the bank has helped
to develop several school
location plans across the
region over the last three
years and we will be sup-
porting the development
of at least one more this
academic year. (TL)

School Location Planning critical
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THOUGH only recently landing the
post, current Barbados Workers’
Union (BWU) General Secretary Toni
Moore is already doing an excellent
job.

Former BWU General Secretary
Senator Sir Roy Trotman had only glow-
ing statements to make about his succes-
sor when The Barbados Advocate
queried him concerning his view of her
performance to date.

“She’s doing an excellent job, a fantas-
tic job!” Sir Roy told this newspaper.

“She’s performing just as I thought she
would and the executive council believed
she would and so all the naysayers, those
who thought that she was a novice and
should not be given the job, those who
wanted to write her off because they
thought that she was going to be just
replicating what somebody else had done,
I think she has established that none of
that is true. She is standing on her feet,”
Sir Roy remarked of Toni Moore.

“Obviously, the views and the policies of
the union are going forward,but they are
going forward under new a management
style and new management system.They

are nuances that are coming to the fore.
They have been sitting down and working
out new arrangements. I, for one,am very
impressed by the new leadership – her-
self, the executive council and the staff
that have been brought forward to assist
in the leadership. I think that the public
of Barbados should be pleased with what
the BWU has available,” the former BWU
General Secretary added.

Toni Moore was elected as the new gen-
eral secretary of the Barbados Workers’
Union (BWU) last August, as the Union
held its historic 73rd Annual Delegates’
Conference over two weekends, on
Saturday, August 30th and Saturday,
September 6, 2014.

The Conference marked the retirement
of Senator Sir Roy Trotman,who held the
post of general secretary for twenty-two
of the forty-three years of service he gave
to the Barbados Workers’ Union.

When Comrade Toni Moore, former
BWU Deputy General Secretary, was
elected to the office of general secretary,
history was made, as she was and is the
first woman to fill such a post at the helm
of the BWU. (RSM)

ONE of the reasons Senator Sir Roy
Trotman’s presence can still be seen
and felt at the headquarters of the
Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU), lo-
cated at Solidarity House, Harmony
Hall, St. Michael, is because he is
preparing to do some writing.

Sir Roy, who retired from the helm
of the BWU as General Secretary last
year after twenty-two years in the
post, says he has already been in
touch with the University of the West
Indies Cave Hill Campus, and the
principal and a few professors will
be assisting him in publishing some
of his work, as he puts pen to paper.

“I am preparing my notes. One of
the reasons I have a little office here,
is that the records are here, my per-
sonal notes and the notes of the
Union and I’m going through my
notes, preparing to do some writing,”
Sir Roy explained.

“I have been in touch with the uni-
versity and they are going to be as-
sisting. I have had discussions with
the Principal, with Professor Downes
and with Dr. Don Marshall, and I am
satisfied that the university is going
to be able to help me to put some
stuff together,” he added.

“That is very much on the pro-
gramme. It is consuming a lot of my
time and is part of the reason I am
around. The naysayers may believe
that I am trespassing on the grounds
of the office, but those are people who
don’t have an understanding of how
one is able effectively to complete the
job of preparing an organisation
through the past, during the present
and into the future. So I am prepar-
ing that,” he said.

He also noted that another reason
he is still around is to serve as advi-
sor to new BWU General Secretary
Toni Moore and her staff, as needed.

“While I am doing all that, I am
available as an advisor to the cur-
rent General Secretary and the field
staff, particularly where they think I
may be of use to them.

“They are using the wealth of my
experience to help them to look at
those fires, those problems and diffi-
culties which will be in any dynamic
organisation and which having
arisen, need to be solved, thereby re-
leasing the General Secretary to be
able to move on to some other things,”
Sir Roy told The Barbados
Advocate. (RSM)

Senator preparing
to do some writing

Sir Roy singing the
praises of new BWU
General Secretary

      



LAST October,Bishop of Bridgetown,Most Reverend
Dr. Charles Jason Gordon, presented unsurprising
statistics about religion in Barbados. According to
him, there are approximately 46 000 people with no
religious ties. He noted, “An interesting feature of
contemporary Barbados is the growing number of
persons who say they have no religious affiliation, re-
flecting the increasing secularisation of society.
‘Spiritual, but not religious,’ is how many described
themselves.” The Bishop acknowledged that the
Church will need to “present the Gospel … in a way
that is attractive and help(s) them to hear the age-
old message in a contemporary tone that resonates
with their own life and their own needs” .

It is no secret that attendance has waned in
churches over the years.The Christian Church, as a
traditional member of the tripartite system that in-
cluded home and school, ensured the socialisation of
Barbadians in the values of the community. Some
adults, however, who were raised in that environ-
ment have opted not to enforce that practice among
their offspring, which to some extent has led to the
breakaway from tradition. Indeed, at Sunday’s
Annual Diocesan Service, Right Reverend Peter
Fenty, Area Bishop of York-Simcoe in the Toronto
Diocese, spoke of the need for Barbadians to “return
to the values of old and to embrace good, clean liv-
ing”.

The challenge therefore is ensuring the Church’s
continuity by drawing younger audiences in, espe-
cially in light of the myriad distractions that are
pervasive. The Church has reached out by utilising
both technology and modern musical influences that
are more attractive to younger audiences especially,
but more is needed.

We agree wholeheartedly with Rt. Reverend Fenty
that the church members must be at the forefront of
playing their part to restore our communities and
neighbourhoods. As he noted, “Each of us has a role
to play in making wrong right; each of us has a role
to play in creating an atmosphere of real neigh-
bourliness in our communities and in all the places
that we find ourselves.” Furthermore, parishioners
must also serve as public ambassadors for their faith
by practising the tenets of Christianity.

Perhaps the antithesis of this is at the heart of the
move away from the Church, where youth are dis-
couraged by displays of parishioners and even clergy
who ought to know better and at times do not live up
to the message they preach. Nevertheless, as the
Church follows in Christ’s footsteps, so too must
Christians actively practise His work. It is not
enough to attend services, but also to mix with per-
sons from all walks of life, and show compassion,
mercy and understanding as He did to all while
spreading the good news.

Jesus’ greatest commandment is as necessary and
practical as they were when He first spoke them: to
love God with all our hearts, souls and minds, and to
love our neighbours as we love ourselves. By up-
holding these tenets, parishioners can make inroads
into the disillusionment persons, especially the
youth, face daily. As we have seen from current cir-
cumstances, many persons remain in need of spiri-
tual and practical guidance and the clergy has spo-
ken of interest from those who lost their jobs for as-
sistance in spiritual matters. The Church can and
has made a difference in the lives of its parishioners
and communities by hosting health fairs, clothing
and feeding persons in need,and promoting seminars
and sessions designed to educate the public.

Yes, the Church has challenges from within, from
various factions that disagree over controversial,
topical issues such as paedophilia among priests
and sanctifying gay marriage. But it must hold firm
to its relevance through its members conveying the
essence of Christianity by following in Christ’s foot-
steps and mirroring his devotion to humanity.

Editorial

Back to basics
WASHINGTON –
President Barack Obama
and German Chancellor
Angela Merkel declared
yesterday that Russian ag-
gression in Ukraine has
only reinforced the unity
of the US and Europe, as
they weighed the prospects
of reviving an elusive
peace plan to end the con-
flict.

Still, Obama held open
the prospect that if a new
round of diplomacy this
week fails, the US could
send Ukraine’s belea-
guered military defensive
weaponry. The president
said that while he has yet
to make a decision on
lethal aid, his team is con-
sidering “whether there
are additional things we
can do to help Ukraine bol-
ster its defences in the face
of Russian aggression”.

Merkel and other
European leaders
staunchly oppose arming
Ukraine, in part out of fear
of sparking a proxy war
with Russia.

The US and Europe
have largely been in agree-
ment on their response to
the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine, rais-
ing the prospect that a
public split over lethal aid
is a tactic to push Russian
Vladimir Putin to agree to
a peace plan.

During a joint White
House news conference

with Obama, Merkel reaf-
firmed that she sees no
military solution to the
fighting in eastern
Ukraine. However, she
added that no matter what
Obama decides, “the al-
liance between the United
states and Europe will con-
tinue to stand, will con-
tinue to be solid.”

Merkel and French
President Francois
Hollande met with Putin
and Ukrainian leaders last
week and announced a
new summit meeting for
Wednesday in Minsk. The
United States was not at
the negotiating table last
week, nor will it partici-
pate in tomorrow’s talks.

Merkel, who has per-
haps the most productive
relationship with Putin of
any Western leader, said
reaching a diplomatic
agreement was crucial to
keeping the peace in
Europe.

"I myself actually would
not be able to live without
having made this at-
tempt,” she said through a
translator.

More than 5 300 people
have been killed since
fighting in eastern
Ukraine began in April,ac-
cording to a UN tally. The
bloodshed has markedly
increased over the past two
weeks, sparking both the
new diplomatic manoeu-
vring and Obama’s re-eval-

uation of sending Ukraine
defensive military aid.

The president gave no
indication of how quickly
he would make a decision
on possibly ramping up
military assistance to
Ukraine, nor did he indi-
cate whether there was a
specific development that
might trigger that step.

“The measure by which I
make these decisions is, is
it more likely to be effective
than not,” he said.

The US has so far lim-
ited its military assistance
to non-lethal equipment,
including gas masks and
radar technology to detect
incoming fire. If Obama
approves lethal aid, the US
could send Ukraine anti-
tank missiles, such as the
Javelin weapon system,
along with armoured vehi-
cles.

The US and Europe
have largely focused their
punitive measures against
Russia on several rounds
of economic sanctions.The
penalties,along with plum-
meting oil prices, have
caused significant damage
to Russia’s economy.

The European Union de-
cided yesterday to
temporarily hold off on or-
dering more sanctions on
Russians and Ukrainian
separatists while awaiting
the outcome of the peace
talks.

Details of the proposals

being discussed between
Russia,Ukraine,Germany
and France have not been
revealed, but the main
sticking points have
emerged in the leaders’ re-
cent comments.

One is enforcing a peace
deal. Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko has ex-
pressed opposition to any
peacekeeper force, appar-
ently reflecting concern
that sending Russian
peacekeeping troops into
eastern Ukraine could re-
sult in a de facto occupa-
tion.

However, key to a real
settlement is some mecha-
nism for monitoring the
Ukraine-Russia border to
ensure that Russia is not
sending troops or equip-
ment to the separatists.
Ukrainian officials would
have the Organisation for
Security and Co-operation
in Europe conduct such
monitoring.

The status of the eastern
regions remains con-
tentious.Ukraine passed a
law last year proposing
what it called significant
autonomy for the east, but
rebels dismissed it as
vague and meaningless.
Russia has pushed for “fed-
eralisation” of Ukraine,
which would presumably
give the east significant in-
dependence, but
Ukrainian authorities op-
pose that.

JERUSALEM – Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu yesterday ac-
cused the publisher of an
influential newspaper of
carrying out a smear cam-
paign against him in the
hopes of pushing him out of
office.

Netanyahu took to
Facebook to attack Noni
Mozes of the Yediot
Ahronot daily,claiming the
publisher launched the
campaign to advance his
own personal business in-
terests.

Yediot and its sister news
site Ynet have taken an ag-
gressive stand against the
Israeli prime minister, ex-

posing what they called
several political and per-
sonal “scandals” ahead of
the March 17 election.

Netanyahu said Mozes
was trying to get even with
Yediot’s rival, the pro-
Netanyahu daily Israel
Hayom, and reclaim his
dominance in the Israeli
media landscape.

The Israeli premier said
Mozes was behind the
“ridiculous, orchestrated
defamation” against
Netanyahu and his wife in
an attempt to remove his
Likud party from power.

“This is just the tip of the
iceberg,”posted Netanyahu
and promised more details

later.
Netanyahu often accuses

the media of being biased
against him and treating
his wife unfairly. In recent
weeks, he has come under
fire for the way he handled
a planned speech before
Congress that created a rift
with the Obama adminis-
tration. His wife has also
been scrutinised for ex-
pense in their taxpayer-
funded home and alleged
abusive behaviour toward
staff. Yediot columnist
Nahum Barnea told Israel
Radio that Netanyahu was
“paranoid”.

Yediot had long had the
largest distribution in

Israel before it was sur-
passed in recent years by
Israel Hayom, the free
daily supportive of
Netanyahu’s government
and funded by Jewish-
American billionaire
Sheldon Adelson.A bill was
making its way through
parliament trying to cur-
tail its influence before it
was shelved when new
elections were called.

Yediot yesterday pub-
lished a report on a peti-
tion to Israel’s Central
Elections Committee
against its competitor that
called for banning the
paper’s “propaganda” on
behalf of Netanyahu.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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THERE is broad
consensus that the
Regional energy
system, despite the
progress already made,
has to undergo
significant additional
changes in order to
urgently meet the
demands for modern,
secure, reliable,
efficient, cost-effective
energy services.

This is according to
Deputy Secretary-General
of the CARICOM
Secretariat, Ambassador
Manorma Soeknandan.
Addressing the recently
held Fifty Fourth Special
Meeting of The Council for
Trade and Economic
Development (Energy), he
acknowledged that while
many welcome the relief
from lower oil prices,which
fell sharply from US$106
per barrel in June 2014 to

around US$42 per barrel
in January 2015, prices
have gained about 20 per
cent since Friday (last
week).

“The “relatively low”
price of oil that has been
experienced recently must
not, therefore, distract us
from our efforts,but rather
strengthen our resolve to
pursue the development of
our indigenous energy
resources.This most recent
global oil trend is an

indication of the increasing
oil price volatility and the
increasing uncertainty of
the forecasting
environment within which
oil-fuelled economies like
ours operate,” he
identified.

The Region, he noted, as
it depends on imported oil
and petroleum products
for more than 90 per cent
of energy services,makes it
in particular, extremely
vulnerable to the vagaries

of the international oil
markets and takes away
resources from important
development priorities,
such as healthcare,
education and adaptation
to climate change.

“Even our oil-producing
Member States have
acknowledged the need to
also focus on Renewable
Energy and Energy
Efficiency,” the
Ambassador stressed.

“Energy is about

sustainable livelihoods
and job creation alike.That
is why energy has been
identified as a cross-
cutting area within the
Strategic Plan [2015-2019]
of the Caribbean
Community for the
building of our economic
resilience. Our Heads of
Government had already
mandated the Commission
on the Economy to give
priority to Energy on its
Agenda for the
achievement of growth and
development,” he further
observed. (TL)

DUE to unforeseen
circumstances beyond our
control,Codrington College
will not be opened on

February 11, 2015 as
advertised.

The MILL at Morgan
Lewis will be the property

featured.
Knowledgeable

personnel will be on hand
to explain the Mill and its

workings.
There will be no grinding

and the mill will be open
from 2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Admission is Bds$20.00.
Barbados National Trust
regrets any inconvenience
caused.

Open House will be at the Morgan Lewis Mill

Region is still very vulnerable 
– to the vagaries of the international oil markets

Keep
pushing
solar
power
ONE self-professed
alternative energy
enthusiast is today
urging Barbadians to
push forward
investments in solar
energy despite falling gas
prices.

According to George
Sutherland, as a result of
significant investments
which were made to
economies less dependent
oil and oil based products
that we are now
witnessing the drop in
prices that we now enjoy.

The retired returning
national stated that
constructing his home to
make full use of the
bountiful Barbadian
sunshine has always been
in the plans since he and
his wife decided to return
home.

“I am glad to see that
oil prices are falling
because I see the
struggles in this economy
and any saving is good. I
also have seen a few
forces making the move
to solar power investment
and I hope that because
things are easier now
people would still see the
need for the investment
because there will come a
time that the oil prices
will go back up,” said the
retired National Express
driver.

“We have everything
we need here and we
have the time to do like
the rest of the world and
make Barbados less oil
dependent. Brazil has
done it even the US is
doing it and if those
bigger economies are
doing it we need to do the
same before things pick
back up,” he added. (CM)

Morgan Lewis Mill.
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CENTRAL Bank
Governor Jwala
Rambarran is
forecasting 1.5 per
cent growth for the
T&T economy this
year – up from the
revised estimate of 0.8
per cent for 2014. He
said that projection is
based on the bank’s
analysis which shows
a strengthening of the
economy.

“We expect the energy
sector to grow about one
per cent, this is actually a
turn around from a
contraction of 1.7 per cent
that was experienced in
2014. This is actually the
best performance of the
energy sector,” he said
yesterday when he
addressed a breakfast
meeting of the T&T
Chamber of Industry and
Commerce at its
Columbus Circle,
Westmoorings,
headquarters.
Rambarran said the non-
energy sector was
projected to grow two per
cent this year based on
“conservative
assumptions.”

However,his optimistic

economic forecasts were
described as “a bit
strange” by Chamber
CEO Catherine Kumar.
“Of course we also have to
recognise that this is an
election year and in an
election year there is
great expenditure –
expenditure by all the
parties – and while this is
not productive
expenditure, that is not
the kind of expenditure
that we’d like to see.It just
adds to the GDP of the
country and therefore we
may see growth,but is it a
growth that we can
sustain?” she asked.

Chamber president
Moonilal Lalchan, who is
also vice-president,
Finance and
Administration at
Atlantic, commenting on
the impact of falling oil
prices, said there were no
plans to cut expenditure
at the company. “We are
buckling down for the
long-haul and we are very
confident that we will ride
out this phase. From an
Atlantic point of view, we
have all confidence in the
economy that it will
continue to grow,”he said.

BRENT crude prices rose
above $58 a barrel
yesterday after OPEC
forecast demand for its oil
would be greater than
expected in 2015 and the
number of U.S. oil rigs hit
a three-year low.

The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) forecast
demand for the cartel’s oil
will average 29.21 million
barrels per day (bpd) in
2015, up 430,000 bpd from
its previous forecast.

In a monthly report
issued yesterday, OPEC
also slashed its forecast for
the rate of growth in non-
OPEC supply, citing a
slowdown in the U.S. shale
boom and lower capital
investment by energy
firms.

The number of rigs
drilling for oil in the
United States fell to 1,140
last week, the lowest since
December 2011, as
producers feel the
pressure of low oil prices,
which have tumbled more
than 50 per cent since
June.

Global benchmark
Brent crude oil LCOc1 for
March was up 35 cents at
$58.15 a barrel by 1305
GMT (08:00 a.m. EST)
after rising as high as
$59.06 earlier in the
session. U.S. crude CLc1
was up 75 cents at $52.44

a barrel, having hit a
session high of $53.40.

“OPEC was much too
optimistic on non-OPEC
supply,” Carsten Fritsch,
senior oil and commodities
analyst at Commerzbank
in Frankfurt, told the
Reuters Global Oil Forum.

“It is reasonable to cut
supply growth outside
OPEC, given the recent
developments in the U.S.
rig count,” he said.

Stronger-than-expected
growth in U.S. jobs in
January also helped
support oil and further
fueled a recent rally in
prices.

Brent rose more than
nine per cent last week, its
biggest weekly rise since
February 2011.The North
Sea oil futures contract
has climbed almost 30 per
cent since hitting a five-
year low of $45.19 in
January.

Analysts said signs of an
economic slowdown in
China were unlikely to
derail the price recovery.

“I think we’ll get a bit of
a pullback.But will it send
prices back to the lows?
I’m not convinced about
that,” said Michael
Hewson, chief market
analyst at CMC Markets.

“We’ve had such a
strong decline that some
sort of bounce back is
inevitable.”

China’s trade
performance slumped in
January, pointing to lower
fuel demand in the world’s
biggest energy consumer.

Exports fell 3.3 per cent
from a year earlier while
imports tumbled 19.9 per
cent, highlighting a
deepening slowdown.

FIRST thing every
morning Bill Hickey turns
on the TV to see where the
U.S. dollar is trading in
the hope it has lost value
against the euro and other
currencies.

“And there it is, staring
you right in the face,” says
Hickey, president of
Chicago-based steel
company Lapham-Hickey
Steel, about the dollar’s
continued strength. “The
strong dollar is going to be
bad for us and it’s going to
be bad for the U.S.
industrial economy.”

Mid-sized U.S.
manufacturers, such as
Lapham-Hickey, are likely
to bear the brunt of the
dollar’s climb that has
lifted it nearly ten per cent
against the euro and
seven per cent against
major currencies since
mid-December. Foreign
exchange strategists
polled by Reuters shortly
after the euro hit an 11-
year low of $1.11 on Jan
26 cited a nearly one-in-
three chance the euro
would hit parity or lower

in the coming year.
Multinational giants

with operations around
the world are less
vulnerable because they
have costs in local
currencies that act as de-
facto currency hedges. But
small and medium-sized
U.S. firms, which account
for about a third of U.S.
exports, worry that the
strong dollar will make
their goods more
expensive in foreign
markets and less
competitive at home.

While most major
currencies, including the
yen and the pound, have
been weakening against
the dollar over the past
months, the euro tumbled
the most in recent weeks,
a boon for manufacturers
in Germany and beyond.

Hickey has not yet laid
off any of the 600 workers
at the company’s six
plants, five around the
Midwest and one in
Connecticut, and is
seeking new customers to
offset lost business. But he
worries about the dollar’s

impact on key clients, such
as Caterpillar Inc, Deere
& Co or major
automakers.

Caterpillar CEO Doug
Oberhelman voiced his
concern in a Jan. 27 call
with analysts, saying
Japanese, UK or German
rivals had “quite an
advantage over their
American competitors.”

Some say the real pain
has yet to come given that
particularly the euro’s
sharp losses have been a
relatively recent
phenomenon. Others
point out that tumbling oil
and commodity prices
have made it harder to
discern the currency
effect.

Indiana Manufacturers
Association president
Patrick Kiely said the
dollar was just one agenda
item at a recent board
meeting. “There are so
many moving parts, it’s
really too early to tell.”

Drew Greenblatt,
president of Baltimore-
based Marlin Steel, which
makes custom metal

forms from baskets to
hooks, says weak
eurozone demand so far is
a bigger concern for his
business than the strong
dollar.

“We’re not hearing from
customers ‘your products
are too expensive,’”
Greenblatt said. “We’re
hearing ‘the project has
been canceled because the
economy is in the tank.”

Still, he expects a
strengthening U.S.
economy to more than
make up for stagnant
European sales,
predicting Marlin Steel’s
revenue will grow to $7
million this year from $5.5
million. Over the next 18
months, Greenblatt plans
to spend $2 million on new
robots, expand his factory
floor and add ten new
employees to his 30-strong
work force.

Bill Dunkelberg, chief
economist at the National
Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB), sees
similar pattern among
many other small and
medium-sized businesses.

“The fact that the U.S.
economy is bopping along
really does help,” he said.

The latest evidence of
its improving health came
on Friday, with non-farm
payrolls shooting up by
257,000 last month,
beating economists’
forecasts.

The flip side is that
European rivals are also
taking note. In a survey
released by the German
American Chambers of
Commerce in December,
just as the euro was
starting its swoon against
the dollar, 98 per cent of
German firms polled said
they expected to grow
their business in the
United States in 2015.

The survey focused on
German Mittelstand, or
small and medium-sized
firms which generally do
not have U.S factories.

“To these firms, 2015
looks like a very rosy
year,” said Mark Tomkins,
vice president of the
German American
Chamber of Commerce in
the Midwest.

“We see tremendous
potential in the U.S.
market,” says Andy
Stecher who runs the
North American
operations of German firm
Plasmatreat.

For the company, which
makes machines that
apply plasma technology
for everything from
airplane wings to car
headlights, the growing
U.S. economy is more
important than currency
fluctuations, Stecher says.
But the strong dollar
comes as an added benefit
and Plasmatreat expects
to boost its U.S. sales.

The NFIB’s Dunkelberg
said customers of U.S.-
based manufacturers
were unlikely too switch
suppliers if the dollar’s
strength proved short
lived, but the longer it
lasts, the greater the
impact.

“If it becomes clear that
we’re expensive and we’re
going to stay there for a
while, customers will
adjust and then we’ll feel
it,” he said.

Strong U.S. dollar advantage hurting foreign markets

Producers feel pressure of low oil prices1.5 per cent
growth forecast
for T&T economy

Michael Hewson, chief market analyst at CMC
Markets.

 



THE global growth
scare that’s gripped
financial markets is
looking overblown to
some economists.

Even as bond yields
plumb record lows
alongside sliding
inflation, the world
economy is set to
strengthen with the U.S.
expansion plowing ahead
and cheaper oil, cash and
currencies providing lift
elsewhere.

Signs of a healthier
outlook – bolstered by
central banks rushing to
ease monetary policy to
prop up prices – would
comfort investors and
Group of 20 finance chiefs
meeting Monday in
Istanbul, even amid the
distractions of Greece and
Russia. Bank of America
Corp. is predicting stocks
will outperform bonds
this year as reflation
takes hold.

“G-20 policy makers are
concerned inflation won’t
turn around, but what’s
in the pipeline does look
more promising in terms
of the growth and
inflation outlook,” said
Torsten Slok, chief
international economist
at Deutsche Bank AG in
New York and a former
International Monetary
Fund forecaster.

Slok estimates the
world economy will grow
3.6 per cent this year, the
fastest pace since 2011
and a bit quicker than the
3.5 per cent envisaged by
the IMF last month when
it cut its outlook by the
most in three years. At
hedge fund SLJ Macro
Partners LLP in London,
co-founder Stephen Jen is
among those betting on a
“converge up” scenario in
which a resurgent U.S.
buoys expansions
internationally.

G-20 Agenda
The global economy

heads the agenda at the
Istanbul meetings for G-

20 officials. Finance
ministers and central-
bank governors would
have discussed it at a
dinner yesterday, and it
was the first item in five
sessions of talks by their
deputies on Sunday,
before they started work
on drafting the official G-
20 communique.

That gathering follows
a high note at the end of
last week. U.S. employers
have taken on a million
new workers since
November, the biggest
three-month increase in
payrolls in 17 years, data
released Friday by the
Labor Department
showed. Wages rose, with
average hourly earnings
jumping 0.5 per cent in
January, the biggest
monthly gain since
November 2008.

“Three cheers for the
U.S. labour market,” Scott
Anderson, chief economist
at Bank of the West in
San Francisco, said in a
Feb. 6 note. The jobs data
“should ease fears” the
U.S. will be dragged down
by weak growth
elsewhere, he said.

Russia Risk
Even so, those fears

aren’t baseless. The euro
area’s fragile recovery is
clouded by trade-
disrupting sanctions
against President
Vladimir Putin’s Russia,
and by the risk that
Greece is on the edge of a
financial crisis that will
force it out of the currency
bloc. Chinese Vice
Minister Zhu Guangyao
said in Istanbul on
Sunday that a Greek exit
would be a “serious issue.”

HSBC Holdings Plc
chief economist Stephen
King is concerned cheaper
oil may reflect worldwide
deflationary trends, and
that slumps in China,
Brazil and Russia mean
emerging markets are no
longer reliable drivers of
expansion.

“My biggest concern is
not Greece, but Russia,”
Erik Nielsen, chief global
economist at Unicredit
Bank AG in London, said
in a note on Sunday. “I
don’t know here it’ll go
from here but Putin’s
mysterious game plan
must rank as the single
biggest risk to European,
and thereby also global,
growth.”

A more bullish scenario
envisaged by JPMorgan
Chase & Co. economists
is a “good rotation” in
which the euro-area and
Japanese economies
accelerate toward a two
per cent growth rate,
narrowing the gap with
the U.S., which they see
expanding 3.2 per cent
this year.

Central-Bank Action
Oil, at about half the

price it was last June,
should contribute by
boosting the spending
power of companies and
households. Crude
between $60 and $70 a
barrel could add 0.5 per
cent to global gross
domestic product this
year and next, according
to Capital Economics Ltd.
in London.

Meantime, multiple
central banks have eased
policy to combat
deteriorating inflation. Of
the G-20 central banks,
those in Canada, India,
Australia, Turkey and
Russia all cut benchmark
rates since the start of
2015 and the European
Central Bank announced
a 1.14 trillion-euro ($1.29
trillion) package of asset
purchases. China last
week reduced the amount
of cash lenders must
hoard as reserves.

Bank of America Corp.
Chief Investment
Strategist Michael
Hartnett predicts
“victory” for central banks
after they cut rates 542
times and boosted the
amount of assets they

hold to $22.5 trillion since
the 2008 collapse of
Lehman Brothers
Holdings Inc.That should
spur gains in stocks, bond
yields and the dollar, he
said in a Feb. 4 report.

Weaker Currencies
As for the real economy,

laxer monetary policies
have led to weaker
exchange rates versus the
dollar that help make
exporters in many
countries more
competitive. In the euro
area, for example, the
single currency has fallen
about 11 per cent on a
trade-weighted basis over
the last year.

Deutsche Bank’s Slok
reckons that lower oil,
euro and yields combined
should add 1.75 per cent
to European GDP over
the first year. While the
U.S. faces a rising dollar,
its economy should still
get a boost of one per cent
from oil and bonds. And
it’s not just economists
turning more upbeat.

“For the first time in
five years, I’m actually a
little more bullish on
where the global economy
is going than economic
forecasters,” said Dave
Cote, chief executive
officer of Honeywell
International Inc., the
Morris Township, New
Jersey-based company
operating in industries
from aerospace to energy.

Signs are materialising
that other economies are
improving in America’s
wake. Jen at SLJ says the
U.S. has almost always
led the rest of the world in
upswings.

European Hiring
Even companies in the

euro area are stepping up
hiring by the most since
the middle of 2011 as
manufacturing and
services activity from
Germany to Spain
accelerates. Retail sales
advanced at their fastest

annual rate since 2007 in
December, while factory
orders surged in
Germany. Economists at
ABN Amro Bank NV last
week revised their
forecasts up to show
growth of 1.6 per cent this
year and 2.2 per cent in
2016.

“Momentum is starting
to build,” said Nick
Kounis, head of macro
and financial markets
research at ABN Amro in
Amsterdam. “The
commentary that you see
everywhere is
remarkably downbeat.
There will be some
pleasant surprises.”

For some economists,
the U.S. consumer is key.
U.S. households are
benefiting from a
strengthening jobs
market and lower
gasoline prices. As a
percentage of disposable
income, household net
worth is around its
highest level since the
end of 2007, according to
data from the Federal
Reserve.

U.S. Imports
“The U.S. is again the

engine of global growth,”
said Allen Sinai, chief
executive officer of
Decision Economics Inc.
in New York. “The

fundamentals around the
consumer remain
extremely positive so
consumer spending
should carry the day.”

That’s good news for the
rest of the world.At $11.5
trillion in 2013, U.S.
personal-consumption
expenditures were larger
than the GDP of any
other country that year,
including China, IMF
statistics show. U.S.
imports increased 2.2 per
cent to a record $241.4
billion in December, the
Commerce Department
said last week.

As for Asia, economies
there are also showing
signs of firming. Japan is
limping out of last year’s
recession as
unemployment falls to
the lowest level since
August 1997.

Barclays Plc economists
see “upside risks” to their
2015 Asia-Pacific
economic-growth forecast
of 5.5 per cent because of
the fall in oil prices, which
Australia & New Zealand
Banking Group Ltd.
estimates could add half
to three-quarters of a
percentage point to
regional growth.

In India, which imports
about 80 per cent of its oil,
falling prices are a
blessing too.
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A PRIVATE sector leader
in Trinidad and Tobago
has been commenting on
the Bds$120 million
(US$60 million) in losses
incurred by Caribbean
Airlines, the national
carrier of the twin island
Republic.

CEO of the Trinidad
Chamber of Commerce
and industry Catherine
Kumar said the airline’s

US$60 million losses
were a significant draw
on the Treasury. “If you
look at revenue over the
number of employees, it
is not where it should be
at all. There is a lot of
internal work to be done
with CAL. The declining
oil prices are going to
help the airline since
they will have fuel at a
lower cost. It (the

problem CAL faces) is
internal. It is at the
management level, the
board level,” she said.

Kumar as wondered
about the silence from
CAL CEO Michael
DiLollo’s on the airline’s
poor performance.

“I suppose it ’s a
situation where, being
not from T&T, he’s
probably taking the time

to understand the
organisation better so
when he comes out to
speak, he is speaking
from understanding
what is happening in the
organisation,” she said.

Kumar said DiLollo
has to say “what he is
going to do differently
from what the previous
person did” to turn
around the airline.

World economy set to grow at record pace

Kumar: CAL losses worrisome

BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for February 10th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25757    2.29989              
Pound Sterling £ 3.03316    3.09002              
Canadian $ 1.59874 1.63218
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25333      2.29989              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02746 3.09002              
Canadian $ 1.59572 1.63218              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.22074 2.31426
Pound Sterling £ 2.98368 3.10932              
Canadian $ 1.58669 1.63362              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01731
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31673
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ALL drugs come with
their own set of possible
risks and side effects,
right? But, what if that
risk was life-threatening –
a brain tumour to be
exact? Turns out, that
could be the case for
women who take birth
control pills.

According to a recent
study conducted by
Danish researchers at the

Odense University
Hospital and the
University of Southern
Denmark, women aged
15-49 who took hormonal
contraceptives that con-
tained oestrogen, prog-
estin, or a combination for
5+ years were 90 per cent
more likely to develop a
rare brain tumour called
glioma.

Furthermore, women

who used hormonal con-
traceptives at any point in
their lives were 50 per
cent more likely to devel-
oping a brain tumour
compared to those who
didn’t, but don’t panic!

Dr. David Gaist, a neu-
rologist at the Odense
University Hospital, says
birth control doesn’t di-
rectly cause glioma and
that these findings

shouldn’t be a reason for
women to stop taking
birth control. He told the
British Journal of Clinical
Pharmacology:

“If you took at women
in Denmark aged 15 to 49,
about five in 100,000 ex-
perience that terrible di-
agnosis in a year, and that
figure includes women on
hormonal contraceptives,
so it’s a very rare event.”

Interestingly enough,
previous studies have sug-
gested that oestrogen and
progestin might actually
protect women against
glioma, but the women
who participated in these
studies were post-
menopause.

Also, women who used
progestin-based birth con-
trol were slightly more
likely to develop gliomas,

but it’s believed that obe-
sity played a role.

Of course, there’s still a
lot more research that
needs to be done on how
birth control pills affect
the brain. In the mean-
time, if you’re taking hor-
monal contraceptives and
you’re concerned about
your health, it’s never a
bad idea to talk with your
doctor.

THE vaccine used to
guard against the
human papillomavirus
does not lead young
people and teens to en-
gage in more unsafe
sex, according to a
study released yester-
day.

The HPV vaccine has
been on the market since
2006, but is not as widely
used as other recom-
mended vaccines, accord-
ing to the federal Centres
of Disease Control and
Prevention.

The vaccine, given in
three doses, is recom-
mended for both boys and
girls between the ages of
11 and 12.Just one dose of
the vaccine cut down the
risk of contracting HPV
by 82 per cent, according
to a 2010 CDC study.

In spite of its success,
just 57 per cent of female
teens received at least one
dose and 38 per cent of
male teens had received
all three doses in 2013,ac-
cording to the CDC.

Dr. Anupam Jena, lead
author of the study and a
physician at
Massachusetts General
Hospital, said one likely
cause for the low use of
vaccine is that many par-
ents and physicians are
apprehensive about the
possibility that the vac-
cine could lead to an in-
crease in unsafe sex
among teens and young
adults.

“I’d like to emphasise

that it’s a real concern. It’s
not something to auto-
matically dismiss but
that’s why we need some
scientific evidence to show
we’re on the right path,”
said Jena, an assistant
professor of Health Care
Policy and Medicine at the
Harvard Medical School.

In the study published
in the Journal of the
American Medical
Association, Jena and his
colleagues combed an in-
surance database to fig-
ure out whether people
who had the vaccine had

higher rates of sexually
transmitted infections
than those who did not get
the vaccine.

The researchers looked
at the medical history be-
tween 2005 and 2010 of
21,000 girls between the
ages of 12 to 18, who had
been given the vaccine,
and compared them with
180,000 women who did
not have the vaccine. The
study found that the vac-
cinated women did not
have higher rates of sexu-
ally transmitted infec-
tions, suggested they did

not have increased rates
of unsafe sex.

Jena said U.S. HPV vac-
cination rates pale in com-
parison to similar coun-
tries such as Australia,
where around 80 to 90 per
cent of eligible young peo-
ple are vaccinated. He
said he hoped the re-
search would encourage
parents and physicians to
get their children vacci-
nated.

“This is a reasonable
concern to have had, but
the evidence suggests that
it’s not important,” Jena

said. “[Physicians] can be
reassured by these find-
ings and use them to talk
to their patients.”

Robert Bednarczyk, as-
sistant professor in the
Hubert Department of
Global health at Rollins
School of Public Health at
Emory University in
Atlanta, wrote a commen-
tary on the study for the
Journal of the American
Medical Association and
said physicians have not
recommended the vaccine
as much as other recom-
mended vaccines given to

teens such as shots for
meningitis.

Because HPV is a sexu-
ally transmitted virus,
Bednarczyk said some
doctors are uncomfortable
talking about potential
sexual activity with their
patients and their par-
ents.

“Some of them even
said, ‘I think 11 is too
young to have this discus-
sion with a patient’,”
Bednarczyk said.

But Bednarczyk points
out the vaccine is sup-
posed to be given well be-
fore an adolescent is ex-
posed to the virus through
possible sexual activity
and that the way the virus
is transmitted does not
need to be discussed in de-
tail.

“Do you go into a de-
tailed discussion about
why it can spread and
how it can spread?” said
Bednarczyk, who pointed
out doctors don’t often go
into great detail about
how bacterial meningitis
is spread before they sug-
gest their patients get
vaccinated. “This is a vac-
cine that’s recommended
for you and it’s going to
keep you from getting
sick.”

Bednarczyk also
pointed out another rea-
son the shot is recom-
mended at a young age is
because younger patients
tend to have a stronger
immune response than
older teens.

Long-term use of birth control pills linked to rare brain tumour

Study: HPV vaccine does not increase
likelihood of unsafe sex for girls 

At this French centre for health and prevention, teens and adults are given recommended vaccinations,
including the HPV vaccine, in this Jan. 1, 2010, file photo.
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“HAVING a panic at-
tack” – it seems to be
the latest mental
health catch phrase,
used to describe any-
one who’s stressed and
spread too thin.

“More and more, you
hear the words ‘panic at-
tack’ in everyday conver-
sations the same way you
also hear people say
they’re ‘depressed,’”
Catherine Birndorf, MD,
clinical associate profes-
sor of psychiatry at Weill
Cornell Medical College,
stated. “But it’s a term
that’s often used too
loosely.”

Typically, people cite a
“panic attack” when de-
scribing an array of emo-
tions, such as anxiety, be-
fore a big event. Or maybe
they use it to describe an
impending sense of dread.
But really, “panic attacks
actually have specific
symptoms that go along
with them,” Birndorf ex-
pressed. And anyone can
have a panic attack, even
those without a diagnosed
anxiety disorder.

So what is a panic at-

tack and how do you know
if you’re having one?
“Panic attacks are these
discreet episodes that
come on suddenly – seem-
ingly out of nowhere –
along with an array of
physical and mental
symptoms,” Birndorf ex-
plained. According to the
Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM-5), a
panic attack is “an abrupt
surge of intense fear or in-
tense discomfort that
reaches a peak within
minutes”. In that time pe-
riod, if you have four or
more of the following
symptoms you are having
a panic attack. These in-
clude:

• Palpitations, a pound-
ing heart or an acceler-
ated heart rate

• Sweating
• Trembling or shaking
• Shortness of breath or

a feeling of being smoth-
ered

• A feeling of choking
• Chest pain or discom-

fort
• Nausea or stomach

distress

• Feeling dizzy, light-
headed or faint

• Chills or heat sensa-
tions

• Numbness or tingling
• A sense of unreality

or feeling like you’re de-
tached from yourself

• Fear of losing control
or going crazy

• Fear of dying
It may seem like an

eternity when you’re in
the middle of one, but a
panic attack is actually
quite brief. “Although
some symptoms can
linger, panic attacks typi-
cally last less than 10
minutes,” Birndorf said.
“People think they are
having a heart attack,
dying, or going crazy, and
their feelings are not in
proportion to what is actu-
ally happening.” A panic
attack may or may not be
related to what is going to
on around you, and can
come on from either a
calm or anxious state.

For many people, a
panic attack is a one-time
occurrence. That said,
once you’ve had one,
you’re at greater risk of

having an-
other. While
experts don’t
know exactly
what causes
panic attacks
and why some
people have them
while others don’t, one
thing is clear: It’s not a
personal weakness or a
character flaw.

What should you do if
you experience one? If you
have just one panic at-
tack, no need to worry.
But if you have more
than one or find your-
self anxious and
fearful about hav-
ing another,
seek help from
a health care
professional.
Self-help
methods
such as
breathing and
relaxation tech-
niques can help,but panic
attacks can also be
treated with therapy such
as cognitive behavioural
therapy. In many cases
medications like antide-
pressants and benzo           

diazepines can be
useful/needed to
treat panic at-
tacks and panic
disorder.

THE safest time to fly
during pregnancy is be-
fore 37 weeks or, if carry-
ing twins, before 32
weeks, new advice says.

The Royal College of
Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists says fly-
ing is not harmful during
a low-risk pregnancy, but
there may be side-effects.

If more than 28 weeks
pregnant, a woman
should take her medical
notes and a GP’s letter.

Many airlines have
their own rules on when
pregnant women can fly.

Although everyone who
flies is exposed to a slight
increase in radiation,
there is no evidence that
flying causes miscar-

riage, early labour or a
woman’s waters to break.

Not harmful
The changes in air

pressure and the de-
crease in humidity on an
aircraft have not been
shown to have a harmful
effect on pregnancy ei-
ther.

If the pregnancy is
straightforward, flying is
not harmful to the
woman or her baby, the
RCOG leaflet says.

Previously, the advice
for women with multiple
pregnancies was that the
safest time to fly was be-
fore 34 weeks, but this
has been changed to 32
weeks to tie in with

International Air
Transport Association
(IATA) recommenda-
tions.

After 37 weeks, a
woman may go into
labour at any time.

The leaflet gives advice
on the side-effects of fly-
ing when pregnant.

These include swelling
of the legs due to a build-
up of fluid, nose and ear
problems caused by
changes in air pressure
and motion sickness
making any pregnancy
nausea a little bit worse.

Long-haul flights of
four hours or more can in-
crease the risk of develop-
ing deep vein thrombosis
(DVT), when a blood clot

forms in the leg or pelvis,
and pregnancy increases
this risk even more.

The leaflet recom-
mends that women wear
loose clothing and com-
fortable shoes, take regu-
lar walks around the
plane and do exercises in
their seat every 30 min-
utes.

Cutting down on drinks
containing alcohol or caf-
feine and wearing elastic
compression stockings
can also help.

No-fly zone
In some circumstances,

however, it is better to
take the decision not to
fly when pregnant.

For example, if a

woman has an increased
risk of going into labour
before her due date, has
severe anaemia, sickle
cell disease, has recently
had significant vaginal
bleeding or has a serious
heart or lung condition.

Philippa Marsden,
chairwoman of the
RCOG’s patient informa-
tion committee, said the
information was relevant
for pregnant women trav-
elling both short and
long-haul.

“To help decide
whether or not to fly,
women should think
about how many weeks
pregnant they will be,
what facilities are avail-
able at their destination

and whether it will in-
crease their risk of med-
ical problems.

“It is important to dis-
cuss any health issues or
pregnancy complications
with your midwife or doc-
tor before you fly.”

Cath Broderick, chair-
woman of the RCOG
women’s network, said
the guidance offered sen-
sible recommendations.

“There is new advice
around what to take on
board the flight such as
your pregnancy notes,
documents confirming
your due dates, a
European Health
Insurance card and any
medication you are tak-
ing.”

Pregnant travellers offered new flight advice

What it really means to
have a panic attack

Fair to partly cloudy with
a few isolated showers.

LONDON: 6°C PARTLY CLOUDY
BOSTON: -7°C OVERCAST
MONTREAL: -13°C FAIR
TORONTO: -11°C OVERCAST
NEW YORK: -2°C OVERCAST
MIAMI: 24°C PARTLY CLOUDY

High: 7:28 a.m. 
& 7:53 p.m.

Low:  1:06 a.m.
& 1:50 p.m.

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month: 2.7 mm
For the Year: 70.0 mm

Max: 29.2 °C
Min:  23.8 °C

6:23 a.m. 6:03 p.m.

      



GEORGETOWN,
Guyana – Professors and
support staff at the main
campus of Guyana’s

biggest university have
launched a strike to
press for higher pay and
better working condi-

tions.
The strike by hun-

dreds of union employ-
ees at the University of

Guyana was launched
yesterday after negotia-
tions with administra-
tors collapsed. Staffers
at the government-run
university are demand-
ing a 60 per cent in-
crease in pay. Staff as-
sociation spokeswoman

Melissa Ifill says the ad-
ministration is offering
a 5 per cent salary boost.

The start of the new
semester in 2015 already
had been delayed by var-
ious demonstrations at
the main campus, which
has more than 5 000 un-

dergraduates and about
1 500 graduate students.

Guyana’s professors
and support staff are the
lowest paid among col-
leagues in the Caribbean
Community grouping of
more than a dozen na-
tions.
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PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – Former at-
torney general Ramesh
Lawrence Maharaj has
called for the resigna-
tion of three senior gov-
ernment ministers as
the fallout continues
from the police investi-
gation into former at-
torney general Anand
Ramlogan on charges
of seeking to pervert
the course of justice.

He said the law states
that “where persons are
present witnessing the
commission of a crime and
even if they remain silent,
they were present, they
could aid and abet the
commission of a crime.
Both the Prime Minister
and the Commissioner of
Police have a duty to the
public to act swiftly,”
Lawrence told reporters 
on Sunday.

Media reports on
Sunday reported that dis-
missed national security
minister Gary Griffith had

presented police with a re-
port of a meeting at which
he was being pressured 
to withdraw a statement
he made in support of 
the Director of the Police
Complaints authority
(DCA) David West.

Griffith told the police
that Communication
Minister Vasant Bharath,
Housing Minister Dr.
Roodal Moonilal and
Labour Minister Errol
McLeod,who was then act-
ing prime minister, were
present at the meeting,but
that McLeod and Moonilal
kept quiet while Bharath
sought to have him with-
draw the statement that
he had been asked by
Ramlogan to contact West
in relation to a witness
statement filed in the 
lawsuit between the for-
mer government minister
and the Leader of the
Opposition Dr. Keith
Rowley.

Maharaj told the news
conference that “if what I

read in the newspapers
are true, there is an obliga-
tion for the three ministers
of government to offer
their resignations to the
Prime Minster”.

He said failure to do 
so would mean Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar would have to
act and “in any event there
is a firm duty on the act-
ing Police Commissioner
(Stephen Williams) to an-
nounce that the probe
would be extended to cover
these three ministers”.

Maharaj said while an
offence may or may not
have been committed
“there is an allegation and
if there is such an allega-
tion then the minister has
a duty to resign and if he
does not resign, under our
Constitution the Prime
Minister takes full respon-
sibility for all actions.

“If there is, under the
Constitution of Trinidad
and Tobago a corrupt gov-
ernment, then every mem-

ber of the cabinet is col-
lectively responsible for
that. If there is an honest
government then every
member of the cabinet is
responsible for that,” he
added.

Maharaj said Prime
Minister Persad-Bissessar
had treated Griffith un-
fairly “and undermined
and subverted the values
of integrity in public 
office, the values of the
Constitution and the rule
of law by putting Mr.
David West, Mr. Gary
Griffith and the Leader of
the Opposition in the same
category as Mr. Anand
Ramlogan when in truth
and in fact it is only Mr.
Ramlogan who is the sub-
ject of a police investiga-
tion.

“The others have done
no public wrong,” he said,
questioning why Persad-
Bissessar had taken so
long to deal with the mat-
ter involving Ramlogan.

Last Monday Prime

Minister Persad-Bissessar
removed both Ramlogan
and Griffith from her
Cabinet and called on 
the President Anthony
Carmona to set up an 
independent commission
to probe West.

Maharaj has already
said that West cannot be

removed from his office
based on the statements of
the prime minister.

Meanwhile, Griffith has
said he intends sending a
pre-action protocol letter
to Bharath in the next few
days following statements
made against him in a
press release.

GRAND CAYMAN,
Cayman Islands – A
United States Air Force
veteran is extremely
grateful following life-
saving emergency car-
diac care delivered by
Caribbean hospital
Health City Cayman
Islands.

Rod Linkous, a resident
of Seattle, Washington,
was on a cruise celebrat-
ing his 80th birthday
with his wife when he suf-
fered a heart attack the
evening before arriving
into the George Town
cruise port in Grand
Cayman.

“This gentleman came
to us as an emergency
transfer from the cruise
ship. He had developed
chest pain while on the
ship and was transferred
to the general hospital.

They diagnosed him to
have a heart attack and
referred him to us for the
management,” reported
Dr. Ravi Kishore, Health
City’s Chief Interven-
tional Cardiologist and
Electrophysiologist.

The doctor explained
that emergency angio-
graphy was performed to
relieve a blockage in his
main artery.

“We opened up the ves-
sel and put in stents, and
he is doing pretty well
now.”

Mr. Linkous showered
praise on the facility and
the staff ’s efficiency.

“In the (United) States,
if an ambulance pulls into
a hospital, you never see
a doctor until you’ve been
processed inside. When I
got here, Dr. Ravi met me.
He made me feel at ease

with all the experience he
had. Less than an hour
later, I was in the cath
theatre, and they were
doing an angiogram.”

“We’re just really grate-
ful that we were sent to
this hospital,” his wife
Donna Linkous noted.

“We had no idea it ex-
isted. And it was such a
great relief when we were
met at the door, for me.
I just felt like he was in
excellent hands.”

Mr. Linkous, who
stated he came to the
Caribbean to enjoy the
warm weather and to 
celebrate his birthday,
hopes to return to the
Cayman Islands.

“I’d like to come back
and visit a couple of the
doctors and a couple of
the nurses, but not under
the same condition!”

ROSEAU, Dominica – The
Eastern Caribbean Civil
Aviation Authority has
launched an investigation
into an accident at the
small Canefield Airport
when a privately owned
twin engine plane from
Venezuela with seven peo-
ple on board skidded off
the runway and crashed
into a fence.

Minister responsible for
Ports, Ian Pinnard, said
that one person was
treated and later released
from the Prince Margaret
Hospital. He said the
plane had crashed into the

fence, “almost into the 
containers on the side of
the Canefield road”.

“The investigation is
taking place within the
Port (Authority) and the
Eastern Caribbean Civil
Aviation Authority,” he
said, noting that he ex-
pected to receive a report
from the chief executive
officer of the Port
Authority yesterday.

The airport, west of
here, was due to be re-
opened yesterday and
Pinnard said he expects
the investigation to be
completed “very soon and

then we will have all the
report as to what took
place at Canefield Airport.

“The Canefield Airport
will continue to operate 
as is, the government 
has no plans in place for
Canefield … but as far 
as I know the plan for
Canefield is to remain
open and operate with
small aircraft.”

The Canefield Airport
was built in 1979 with
British funding and used
to accommodate regular
schedule flights of the 
several airlines including
the regional carrier, LIAT.

Health City Cayman Islands
rescues air force vet Dominica authorities probe

crash of privately owned
Venezuelan small plane

Staff at Guyana’s biggest university launch strike over pay

Former AG calls for
resignation of three senior
T&T government ministers

Former attorney general, Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj, speaks during Sunday’s news conference.
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Bruce Golding testi-
fied in the Tivoli
Enquiry yesterday
that he knew
Christopher ‘Dudus’
Coke, and that they
spoke on a number of
occasions prior to the
issuing of an extradi-
tion request, from the
United States, for Coke
in August 2009.

Questioned by Garth
McBean, QC, attorney for
the commission, Golding
said he last spoke to Coke
in December 2007.He said
he had stopped talking to
Coke because the security
forces had informed him
that men from the Stone
Crusher gang were seek-
ing refuge in Tivoli
Gardens.

Golding said he asked
Coke if the men were in
fact there and he said no.

However, Golding said
that in January 2008, the
police conducted opera-
tions in the area and held

some members of the
gang, but the main person

who they wanted, eluded
them although he had

been in the area prior to
the operation.

Golding said: “I cut off
all communication with
him (Coke) and stopped
supporting his community
programmes.”

On another note,
Golding said that he 
was informed by Chief 
of Defence Staff, Major
General Stewart
Saunders, that no mor-
tars were used in Tivoli
Gardens as reported to
him by residents there.

He said that the chief of
defence staff told him that
the devices used were not
incendiary devices as
“they had more barks
than bites; they had the
effect of mortars but they
were used for more psy-
chological effect”.

McBean asked Golding
if during his tour of the
area he saw buildings 
destroyed and he said 
yes, he noticed a building
in the Java area was de-
stroyed, but couldn’t say
what caused the destruc-
tion.

THE security forces and
the Cabinet Office have
been given until February
27 to release all docu-
ments relating to the
planning and execution 
of the May 2010 West
Kingston operation.

Chairman of the West
Kingston Commission, Sir
David Simmons, made the

ruling yesterday morning.
He made the ruling

after Lord Anthony
Gifford read out a notice
served last week on 
agencies including the
Jamaica Defence Force
(JDF), Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF)
and the United States
Embassy.

Lead attorney for the
JDF, Linton Gordon, ar-
gued that the commission
may not be the appropri-
ate forum through which
the documents can be re-
quested.

He said the request
should be made to the
Defence Board.

The lawyer for the po-

lice, Deborah Martin, told
the enquiry that a careful
approach has to be taken
in releasing what she
called privileged informa-
tion.

After hearing the ar-
guments, the enquiry’s
chairman said he has
noted that certain rules
are not being observed as

it relates to the disclosure
of documents.

He said all entities from
whom information has
been requested should
submit a list of all the 
documents they have.

And indicated those
documents which may not
be released because of 
security concerns.

PORT-AU-PRINCE –
Anti-government street
protesters plan to shut
down Haiti’s capital for
two days which started
yesterday as the country
plunges deeper into polit-
ical and economic crises
even as many prepare for
the annual Carnival, nor-
mally a time of peaceful
revelry.

Protest organisers
warned residents of the
capital to stay off the
streets during the two-
day strike over gasoline
prices, saying that those
who ventured out would
risk their lives.

Prime Minister Evans
Paul made an appeal for
calm via Twitter over the
weekend and said the

government would guar-
antee security.

The impoverished
Caribbean nation is in
the midst of a political
crisis after the previous
prime minister was
forced to resign in
December and parlia-
ment was dissolved over
the failure to hold munic-
ipal and legislative elec-
tions.

For three months,
President Michel
Martelly has faced radi-
cal government oppo-
nents calling for his 
removal, with students
joining the protests last
week.

Haiti ’s government
badly needs to raise 
cash from the sale of

gasoline to pay off its
mounting fuel debt with
Venezuela’s preferential
PetroCaribe programme,
which has ballooned to
about $1.5 billion.

The government “can-
not lower the price of gas.
It’s not that we do not
want to, it’s because we
are not able to,” Paul said
in a statement.

After a one-day fuel
strike last Monday, the
government announced
lower fuel prices, reduc-
ing gasoline to 195 gour-
des ($4.25) per gallon
from 215 gourdes ($4.62).

“We are asking for
gasoline prices to be re-
duced to 100 gourdes ($2)
a gallon,” said Assad
Volcy, one of the leaders of

the protest movement.
More than 6 million

Haitians, about 60 per
cent of the population,
live on two dollars a day,
according to a recent
World Bank report.

The US State
Department and the
United Nations peace-
keeping force in Haiti
have so far stood by
Martelly, praising his 
efforts at compromise,
and urging all sides to
agree to hold the overdue
elections.

On Saturday, the 29th
anniversary of the over-
throw of the dictatorship
of Jean-Claude ‘Baby Doc’
Duvalier, several thou-
sand protesters marched
in protest in Port-au-

Prince to demand the de-
parture of Martelly and
for lower gasoline prices.

The protesters, who
threw rocks and blocked
streets with burning
tires, were dispersed by
police using tear gas.
Police prevented them
reaching an area near the
presidential palace where
the three-day Carnival
will be staged starting
February 15.

“Today, we have a spir-
itual son of Duvalier in
power, who has done
everything to shut down
parliament. We’re giving
a lesson of democracy to
Martelly ... to show him
we are not accepting the
return of dictatorship,”
Volcy said.

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – Law enforce-
ment authorities say
forensic tests will have to
be carried out to deter-
mine whether or not the
body found yesterday in 
a rural village is that of
Caribbean Airlines (CAL)
director, Azad Niamat,
who has been reported
missing since January 29.

The body was discov-
ered in Brazil village yes-
terday a few miles from
where the vehicle which
the retired pilot was last
seen driving and found
abandoned a week ago.

Relatives have offered
an undisclosed amount of
money as a reward for in-
formation leading to the
whereabouts of the 69-
year-old who is reported
to have left his home in
Chaguanas in central
Trinidad on January 29,
indicating that he was
going to purchase part 
for a wireless router and
has not been seen since.

A friend of the family,
Imam Morland Lynch,
who saw the body, told the
Express newspaper yes-
terday that the body was
clad in the same clothing
that Niamat was last
seen wearing.

“My contact number
was on flyers that were
posted seeking informa-
tion on him. Someone
called that number this
morning and said that
they found his body. I
came up here and the
body had his same
clothes. I contacted his
wife and his brother. The
person who informed me
of the body contacted the
police.”

Niamat’s burgundy
coloured Toyota Prado
has been found and ap-
peared not to have been
tampered with.

A relative told re-
porters that Niamat had
pressed his GPS (Global
Positioning System) in
his van which sent a mes-
sage to his daughter in
Florida.

The family said they
have not received any
ransom demands for the
father of two.

Haiti faces more anti-gov’t protests as Carnival nears

I cut off all communication with
‘Dudus’, says Bruce Golding

Security forces, Cabinet Office given February 27
deadline to release Tivoli operation documents

Body
believed
to be that
of CAL
director
found

Former Jamaica Prime Minister Bruce Golding gestures as he answers a question
at the West Kingston Commission of Enquiry yesterday morning.

      



BAHRAIN announced yes-
terday the permanent clo-
sure of a new pan-Arab
news channel owned by a
Saudi billionaire that took
to the air for less than 24
hours.

The Alarab News Chan-
nel had vowed to practise
“objective” journalism in a
politically-charged Middle
East region where leading
regional broadcasters have
been accused of bias.

“It has been decided to
halt the activities of Ala-
rab, the channel not hav-
ing received the necessary
permits,”a statement from
the Bahrain Information
Affairs Authority said yes-
terday.

Shortly after its launch
on February 1, program-
ming was interrupted after
Alarab broadcast an inter-

view with a Shiite oppo-
nent of the Gulf kingdom's
Sunni rulers.

The interview sparked
criticism in the pro-govern-
ment Bahraini daily
Akhbar al-Khaleej, which
said it learnt that Alarab
was taken off the air for
“not adhering to the norms
prevalent in Gulf coun-
tries”.

Mohammed El Oifi, a
specialist in Arab media at
Sorbonne Nouvelle Uni-
versity in Paris, said that
the interview gave “the im-
pression that he had not
respected the hospitality of
Bahrain”by giving voice to
an opposition figure,some-
thing “very sensitive”.

Bahrain is a close ally of
neighbouring Sunni-domi-
nated Saudi Arabia,where
a minority community of

Shiites in the country's
east have complained of
marginalisation.

The head of media at
Bahrain's information mi-
nistry, Yusuf Mohammed,
said last week that “coop-
eration with Alarab's ad-
ministration is ongoing, in
order to resume its broad-
casts and complete neces-
sary measures as soon as
possible”.

Jamal Khashoggi,
Alarab's general manager,

could not be reached for
comment yesterday.

He is a veteran Saudi
journalist who was forced
to step down from the helm
of Saudi Arabia's Al-Watan
daily in 2010 after it ran an
opinion column that an-
gered religious conserva-
tives.

Prior to the launch of
Alarab,he said the channel
was “not going to take
sides”.

Khashoggi said “a news

channel should not have a
political agenda... We
should just be a news
channel that provides ac-
curate, objective informa-
tion.”

'Back soon' 
Although its news pro-

grammes stopped within
hours of the launch,Alarab
continued to show promo-
tional material with a mes-
sage that programming
had been interrupted for

“technical and administra-
tive reasons, and we'll be
back soon, God willing”.

But at about 12:04 GMT.
the promotional material
stopped and the screen dis-
played only Alarab's green
and white logo.

Alarab was the latest
player in the Arabic-lan-
guage television market,
after Qatar-subsidised Al-
Jazeera became the first
regional news broadcaster
19 years ago.

Bahrain closes Saudi prince's TV channel after less than 24 hours
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CANBERRA, Australia
– Prime Minister Tony
Abbott survived a move
by party rebels to un-
seat him, but now faces
a challenge to convince
voters that he retains
enough authority to
bring in reforms and
represent the country
on the world stage.

The leadership chal-
lenge divided Liberal party
ranks, with more than a
third of the ruling conser-
vatives wanting  Abbott to
be replaced. That leaves
him vulnerable to future
moves against him, ana-
lysts said. He also faces a
resurgent Labour opposi-
tion, an obstructive upper
house of Parliament,and a
looming election in Aus-
tralia’s most populous
state that will provide the
latest litmus test of his
conservative party’s popu-
larity.

“Realistically, the only
thing Mr. Abbott can do, it
seems, is pray,”political an-
alyst Haydon Manning,
from Flinders University,
said of the prime minister,
who once trained to be-
come a Catholic priest.“He
needs some dramatic
event to happen to make
him look a statesman.”

A chastened Abbott pro-
mised yesterday to drop
his uncompromising polit-
ical approach, including in
the upper house Senate
where the ruling Liberal-
National coalition requires
the support of non-party
senators to pass any new
laws.Several flagship poli-
cies have run aground be-
cause of Senate opposition,
including fee increases for
university students valued
at five billion Australian
dollars (US$3.9 billion).

“I’ve changed, and the
government will change
with me,” the prime minis-
ter said. “We will not buy
fights with the Senate that

we can’t win unless we are
absolutely determined
they are the fights that we
really do need to have.”

Australia’s last conser-
vative leader held power
through almost 12 years
and four elections, but the
country has witnessed a
series of leadership
changes in recent years.

The current political in-
stability in the Liberal
party echoes to a lesser ex-
tent the conflicts that af-
flicted Labour for many
years and contributed to
its defeat at the last elec-
tion. Leaders Kevin Rudd
and Julia Gillard had en-
gaged in several coups
against each other as opin-
ion polls pointed to a
crushing defeat.

The latest challenge en-

ergised the Labour oppo-
sition, whose leader Bill
Shorten paraded his senior
ministers past Abbott’s
party room and awaiting
media as the leadership
vote was under way.

“Tony Abbott promised
he would run a stable and
united government.This is
his biggest broken prom-
ise yet,” Shorten told re-
porters.

The size of the vote
against Abbott, who de-
feated the so-called spill
motion by 61 votes to 39,
suggests it is now “a mat-
ter of time” before he is
challenged again, said
Geoff Robinson, a lecturer
in politics at Deakin Uni-
versity, Victoria. “There is
an inevitability about this,
and I can’t really see that

changing. I think this is a
mortal wound for him.”

One looming test will be
state elections in New
South Wales in late March.
Abbott’s Liberal party has
already lost in three states
since he was elected in
September 2013.The scale
of the most recent defeat,
in Queensland late last
month, was the trigger for
several junior lawmakers
to call for Abbott’s ouster.

The prime minister’s
popularity has been slip-
ping since he was elected,
falling most sharply after
the conservative govern-
ment unveiled its first
budget in May last year,
advocating steep cuts to
welfare spending affecting
health,education and pen-
sions.

Australia’s Abbott faces tests after
surviving leadership challenge

NIAMEY, Niger – Witnes-
ses say a car bomb has ex-
ploded near a govern-
ment building in a Niger
town that has been at-
tacked three times over
the past week by Boko
Haram militants.

Hassan Maina, a resi-
dent reached by tele-
phone yeterday in the
town of Diffa, said that
around 3 p.m. people
heard a large explosion
near the customs office.

He said that casualties
were taken to the hospital

but there was no imme-
diate official death toll.

While Boko Haram is
well known for car bomb-
ings and suicide bomb-
ings in Nigeria, it had not
carried out such assaults
within neighbouring
countries.

Yesterday's bombing
comes as Niger's lawmak-
ers are due to vote on a
plan to send troops to
help Nigeria rout the ter-
ror group blamed for 
10 000 deaths over the
past year.

Car bomb explodes in
Niger town targeted
by Boko Haram

Tony Abbott, Australia's prime minister, gestures as he speaks during a news
conference at Parliament House in Canberra on February 9. 

Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal owns the pan-Arab
news channel Alarab.
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PRESIDENT Obama con-
firmed yesterday that his ad-
ministration is weighing the
possibility of sending arms
to Ukraine to help the coun-
try beat back Russian-
backed separatists, if diplo-
macy fails.

The comments came during a
joint press conference with Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel,
following a meeting between the
two leaders at the White House.

Merkel and French President
Francois Hollande have been
pushing a peace plan and have
planned a summit later this
week with the leaders of both
Russia and Ukraine.Obama ap-
pears to be giving those talks
space to play out, stressing yes-
terday that, “We continue to en-
courage a diplomatic resolution
to this issue.”

But, confirming what officials
previously had indicated to be
the case, Obama said lethal mil-
itary aid is on the table.

“It is true that if in fact diplo-
macy fails, what I’ve asked my
team to do is look at all options,”
Obama said. “The possibility of
lethal defensive weapons is one
of those options that’s being ex-
amined.”

Obama added that he has not
yet decided whether to approve
such a plan.

The question of whether to
provide lethal military support
to Ukraine represents a poten-
tial split between Obama and

Merkel. The White House has
said Obama is reconsidering his
opposition to arming Ukraine
given a recent surge in violence,
while Merkel has adamantly op-
posed such steps. The US and
Europe have largely been in
lockstep in their response to the
conflict between Russia and

Ukraine, raising the prospect
that the public divide on lethal
aid was merely a tactic to push
Russian President Vladimir
Putin to accept a peace plan.

Obama did not elaborate on
how seriously he’s considering
providing lethal military aid.
The president said officials

would consider the risks of the
aid falling into the wrong hands
and other scenarios, and ulti-
mately would weigh the ques-
tion:“Is it more likely to be effec-
tive than not?”

Obama stressed that Russia’s
military might would make the
prospect of Ukraine beating back

the Russian army “unlikely” in
an all-out conflict.He said the in-
ternational approach so far has
been to “ratchet up the costs” on
Russia for its aggression.“Russia
has paid a significant cost,”
Obama said, adding, “It has not
yet dissuaded Mr.Putin from fol-
lowing the course that he is on.”

Obama said he hopes that
sanctions will lead Putin to opt
for a diplomatic resolution.
Obama said he wouldn’t “pre-
judge” whether that will be suc-
cessful.

Merkel, for her part, reaf-
firmed that she sees no military
solution to the fighting in east-
ern Ukraine. However, she add-
ed that no matter what Obama
decides, “the alliance between
the United states and Europe
will continue to stand, will con-
tinue to be solid.”

Merkel and Hollande met with
Putin and Ukrainian leaders
last week and announced a new
summit meeting for tomorrow in
Minsk. The United States will
not be at the table when French
and German leaders meet with
Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko and Putin in an at-
tempt to breathe life into a
much-violated September peace
plan.

The European Union decided
yesterday to temporarily hold off
on slapping more sanctions on
Russians and Ukrainian sepa-
ratists while awaiting the out-
come of the peace talks.

Obama confirms arming Ukraine on the table 

KABUL,Afghanistan – A former
Taliban commander who had re-
cently pledged allegiance to the
Islamic State militant group was
killed in a military operation in
Helmand Province yesterday,ac-
cording to Afghan officials and a
tribal elder in the area.

Precise details were unavail-
able. In announcing the death of
the commander, Mullah Abdul
Rauf Khadim, the Afghan spy
agency said that it had been
tracking him for a month, and
that he and five of his men had
been killed in a “successful mili-
tary operation” in the Kajaki dis-
trict of Helmand.

The deputy governor of the re-
gion,Mohammad Jan Rasoyaar,
said that the actual strike that
killed Mullah Khadim had come
from an American drone. A
spokesman for the American-led
military coalition in Afghanis-
tan,Col.Brian Tribus, confirmed
that the coalition had conducted
a “precision strike” in Helmand
that killed “eight individuals
threatening the force”. But
American officials would not say

who was targeted in the strike or
whether it was a part of the mil-
itary operation against Khadim.

If confirmed, the strike against
Mullah Khadim would be the
first known military operation
undertaken against the Islamic
State in Afghanistan,more than
1 000 miles from the group’s
home territory in Syria and Iraq.

In the past few months, Mul-
lah Khadim and a few other for-
mer Taliban commanders in Af-
ghanistan were said to have pro-
claimed their allegiance to the
Islamic State, also known as
ISIS or ISIL, and had begun
seeking recruits. But the devel-
opment seemed to point less to a
major expansion of the Islamic
State than to a deepening of in-
ternal divisions within the
Taliban.

There has been little evidence
that the Islamic State’s leader-
ship has operational control in
any areas within Afghanistan,
unlike in Syria and Iraq, where
the group announced its pres-
ence by storming towns and
killing Shiites and other reli-

gious minorities.
But ISIS has announced its in-

terest in Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan, and reportedly has sent
envoys there to recruit. And in
far-flung corners of Afghanistan,
local reports are circulating of
mysterious groups of foreign
fighters, often flying black flags
and believed to represent the
Islamic State.

The accounts have mostly
been difficult to confirm as they
involved parts of the country do-
minated by the Taliban beyond
the government’s reach. In at
least one case, some of the gov-
ernment’s information about an
encampment of the fighters
came from a passing shepherd.

But Mullah Khadim’s decision
to begin openly recruiting for a

local cell of the Islamic State un-
der his command drew signifi-
cant attention not only in Kabul,
but also in Washington. That
was partly because he was a for-
mer detainee at the Guantána-
mo Bay prison camp, and after
his release he became a high-
enough commander in the
Taliban to warrant making the
United Nations sanctions list.

Former Taliban
Commander who joined
ISIS said to be killed 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and President Barack Obama hold a meeting in the Oval Office
of the White House in Washington, on February 9, 2015.

–if diplomacy with Russia fails

This group of former Taliban fighters pledged allegiance to IS in Pakistan last month.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - It’s not who you know, but
how well you know them that matters now. Let your sharp
social instinct guide you toward deepening the relationships
that will enrich you the most – a Libra will be high on the
list. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - What could have been? The
prospects are interesting to ponder if you have the right
attitude. Keep that optimism. You chose the way you chose
for a good reason, even if you’ve forgotten it.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - This might be an awkward
transition period; however, you can trust that soon all
involved will settle into a mutually agreeable role. More
specifically, they get used to you being the leader. Don’t
apologise. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Your joie de vivre is
appreciated by those with similar gusto. This could be the
start of a beautiful, fruitful and lucrative partnership.
Follow through. Do whatever you said you would, even if
what you said was a social nicety. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - You have fans, and then you have
super-fans. In fact, you are everything to someone.
Nurturing is easy for you when you remember that you
don’t need to do anything. Just be loving. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - New job, business deal, hot
date – whatever the occasion, it behooves you to Google
yourself, recheck your Facebook page with new eyes and/or
generally sweep social media for the impression you make. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Though you’re mostly
nurturing, selfless and accommodating, your inner star
wants to shine. The situation calls for you to perform,
protect what’s yours and fight for what you want. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Work will bring disputes.
The banter is exactly what’s needed to improve your project
or product. Having to cater to a variety of needs will make
you stronger, smarter and wealthier. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You don’t want to
dish it out; nor do you want to get served. And yet you may
still find yourself in the middle of the argument. Back
away slowly. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Make no mistake –
you’re a powerful force in this world. What you want
during this time will reveal your character. You’ll learn
something about yourself and also be shown a direction to
grow in. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - There are those who will
discount your contribution. This is a test. To pass, you
must disagree with them and come to your own defense.
Speak up. Be loud. Affirm that you’re the master of your
fate. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Can you put up with a
nagging neighbour or a family member who constantly
needs money? Well, you’ll certainly give it a shot. While
you’re at it, try to tolerate your friend’s partner with a
smile if you can muster it.

       



BIRMINGHAM, Alaba-
ma – Same-sex couples
began marrying in
Alabama yesterday de-
spite an attempt by the
conservative chief jus-
tice of the state’s Su-
preme Court to block
judges from issuing
marriages licenses to
gay men and women in
open defiance of a

January federal court
ruling.

Action by the US Su-
preme Court yesterday
helped clear the way for
Alabama to become the
37th state to allow same-
sex couples to marry. But
gay rights advocates said
numerous counties took
steps to avoid granting
marriage licenses to same-

sex couples.
The high court refused

a request by Alabama’s
Republican attorney gen-
eral to keep such mar-
riages on hold until the
justices decide whether
laws banning them are
constitutional.

In Birmingham, dozens
of same-sex couples mar-
ried at the courthouse and
an adjacent park, where
they were greeted by sup-
porters supplying cup-
cakes along with a handful
of protesters bearing
crosses and Bibles.

Wiping away tears, Eli
Borges Wright, 28, said he

was overjoyed to be marry-
ing the man with whom he
has been in a relationship
for the past seven years.
“After all of these years, I
can finally say this is my
husband,” he said.

Alabama Supreme
Court Chief Justice Roy
Moore issued an order late
on Sunday directing pro-
bate judges in his state not
to provide marriage li-
censes to gay couples.
Moore asserted that those
judges were not bound by
a federal ruling that last
month struck down
Alabama’s ban on same-
sex marriages.
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A US teenager has been
charged with the murder
of a classmate, after police
said he posted a Snapchat
photo of himself with the
victim’s body.

Maxwell Marion Mor-
ton, 16, was arrested for
killing Ryan Mangan in
his home near Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

The suspect used Snap-
chat – an app that auto-
deletes content after a few
seconds – to send an
image to a friend.

The friend took a
screenshot and his mother
contacted police. Prosecu-
tors said the Snapchat
was “key evidence”.

“[Police] received a copy
of the photo which depic-
ted the victim sitting in
the chair with a gunshot
wound to the face,”a police
affidavit states.

“It also depicts a black
male taking the ‘selfie,’
with his face facing the
camera and the victim be-
hind the actor. The photo
had the name ‘Maxwell’
across the top.”

The boy also received
text messages from the
suspect saying:“Told you I

cleaned up the shells” and
“Ryan was not the last
one.”

Snapchat has become
wildly popular among US
teenagers and youth, with
many attracted by the fact
content shared via the app
disappears so quickly.

But there are ways to
make Snapchat messages
permanent – including
taking screen captures
and using third-party
services.

Users are alerted when
someone takes a screen
capture of a message.

Maxwell Marion Mor-
ton confessed to killing
Mangan after police found
a 9mm handgun hidden in
his home,according to The
Tribune-Review.

He will be charged and
face trial as an adult, po-
lice said.

Snapchat selfie unmasked Pittsburgh killer

Same-sex couples marry in Alabama
after Supreme Court refuses stay

MARSEILLE, France –
Gunmen fired on a police
car in Marseille yesterday
in what local officials said
was a drug-related inci-
dent, just hours before a
visit by Prime Minister
Manuel Valls to hail a
drop in crime in France’s
second city.

Residents of the La Cas-
tellane neighbourhood on
the north side of the city,
home to some 7 000, were
told to stay indoors. A
creche was evacuated as
troops from the GIPN spe-
cial forces unit were sent
into the sealed-off estate,
a police source said.

“There were shots fired
in the direction of a police
vehicle coming from
hooded individuals armed
with Kalashnikovs,” local
police chief Pierre-Marie
Bourniquel stated.

Bourniquel later con-
firmed it was his vehicle
that had been targeted.
He had gone to the scene
after residents called to
report they had seen
armed men in the area.
Bullets were embedded in
a bank above his car, he
said.

Police seized seven Ka-
lashnikovs and around 20
kilograms of drugs, ac-
cording to Interior Minis-
ter Bernard Cazeneuve,
who was accompanying
Valls. Finger prints and
DNA traces were also
found which could help
lead to arrests, he added.

High alert
Caroline Pozmentier,

deputy mayor of Mar-
seille, said the authorities
were “99.9 per cent sure”
the incident was related
to drugs and score-set-
tling, adding that she did
not see a link with Valls’
visit.

The prime minister said
in a speech at the Mar-
seille police headquarters
that “the simple fact of
wearing a uniform” now
exposed officers to vio-
lence.

France has been on high
alert following Islamist at-
tacks in Paris last month
that killed 17 people. Last
week, two soldiers protect-
ing a Jewish organisation
and radio station were
wounded in a knife attack
in the city of Nice.

Gunmen fire on
Marseille police as
PM Valls visits city

Police say Maxwell Marion Morton was tracked down after his Snapchat post
and later confessed to the killing.

Greg and Roger kiss after getting married in a park outside the Jefferson County Courthouse in Birmingham,
Alabama February 9, 2015.

ROME – A total of 25 mi-
grants were found dead by
the Italian coastal guard
onboard a packed ship off
Lampedusa island, be-
tween Libya and Sicily,
local media said yester-
day.

The migrants, who died
by hypothermia according
to first investigations,
were trying the perilous
crossing towards the
Italian coast amid strong
winter storms, which
made rescue operations
difficult, according to Rai
State television.

More than 100 people
travelling on the same
ship were rescued and
transported to Lampedu-
sa by two guard ships.

Some of them were re-
ported to be in serious
health conditions.

“The situation was dra-
matic, with high waves
that measured about
eight meters tall,” Filippo
Marini, a spokesman of
the Italian coastal guard,
told Rai.

“And it was dramatic
that these people put to
sea with such weather
conditions,” he said.

The UN refugee agency
UNHCR has estimated
that at least 3 419 mi-
grants lost their lives in
the Mediterranean in
2014, falling victim to in-
ternational organised
criminal groups which
arranged these journeys.

25 migrants found
dead off Italy’s
Lampedusa



MELBOURNE –
Conservation group
WWF is stepping up
pressure on Australia
to do more to protect
the Great Barrier
Reef, launching a
global campaign
ahead of a vote by
UNESCO on whether
to put the world’s
largest coral reef on
an “in danger” list.

UNESCO, which has
given the reef a World
Heritage listing, is due
to decide in June
whether to designate it
as “in danger”, which
could lead to restrictions
on shipping and port
expansions that could
hit Australia’s trade in
commodities and energy.

The WWF wants the
government and state of
Queensland to ban all
dumping of sand dug up
for port expansions
anywhere near the reef,
which is one of
Australia’s main tourist
attractions and runs 2
300 km (1 450 miles)

along its east coast.
“These places need to

be protected and not
used as an industrial
dumping ground,”
WWF-Australia Chief
Executive Dermot
O’Gorman told Reuters.

The national
government has already
moved to ban all
dumping of dredge spoil
within the Great
Barrier Reef Marine
Park, which covers a
slightly smaller area
than the World Heritage
listed area.

However the WWF,
which is the official
name for the World
Wide Fund for Nature,
said most port dredging
was outside the marine
park zone.

“To be successful
turning around the
decline of the reef you
need to see a ban across
the whole World
Heritage area,”
O’Gorman said after
releasing a report titled
“The Great Barrier Reef

Under Threat”.
The campaign is being

designated a priority
across the WWF’s 80
offices around the
world.

Environment Minister

Greg Hunt criticised the
report as misleading,
saying even with the
ban on the disposal of
dredge material in the
reef marine park the
government was focused

on protecting the reef
and would work with
organisations like the
WWF to do so.

“It’s disappointing
that WWF’s report is so
inaccurate and out of

date and has the
potential to mislead the
international
community,” Hunt’s
spokesman, John
O’Doherty, said in an
email.
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BRUSSELS – The
European Union will
exert “maximum
pressure” to extract by
June at the latest
pledges from major
economies to cut
greenhouse-gas
emissions, a document
seen by the Press says.

Mindful of the failure
of its 2009 climate
summit in Copenhagen,
the United Nations is
preparing ahead of time
for a UN conference that
from late November will
try to forge a new global
climate deal.

It will be hosted by
EU nation France,
giving the 28-country
bloc particular reason to
want a successful
outcome.

A week of talks that
began in Geneva on
Sunday will seek to
produce a draft
negotiating text to be
distributed to national
capitals in May, giving
governments some six
months to get ready for
a final deal.

European foreign
policy chief Federica
Mogherini has been

pressing for increased
climate diplomacy,
employing the EU’s
army of diplomats and
putting climate change
on the agenda of all
major ministerial
meetings, not just those
of energy and
environment ministers.

“For the first half of
the year, priority should
be given to exerting
maximum pressure on
the major economies for
them to be ready with
their intended
nationally determined
contributions (INDCs)

by the first quarter of
2015 – or by June at the
latest,” a draft climate
diplomacy plan, seen by
Reuters, says.

UN leaders say
deadlines are crucial. If
promises on emissions
are made early, it gives
time to try to shame the
nations that have
offered no action into
promising to reduce
their greenhouse gases.

So far, UN
negotiations have
settled on a deadline of
the first quarter for the
emissions cuts known as

INDCs “for those parties
ready to do so”. They
have not mentioned the
“June at the latest”
target and many
governments have been
vague.

The climate diplomacy
plan was endorsed 
last month at a 
meeting of EU foreign
ministers, but not
published.

It also says the EU
must “target and
involve national
parliaments, local
authorities, civil society,
the private sector and

journalists at home and
abroad”.

And it suggests
seeking celebrity
climate ambassadors in
Europe, following the
US examples of Al Gore
and Leonardo DiCaprio.

The EU has reached
an outline agreement on
a 2030 goal to reduce its
emissions by 40 per cent
compared with 1990
levels.

It needs to back that
up with legislation and
it expects to set its
INDCs for the UN
process in March.

EU to exert ‘maximum pressure’ in seeking emissions cuts

WWF in push to
expand Great
Barrier Reef
protection

A marine turtle swims at the Great Barrier Reef in Great Keppel island April 7, 2010.
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SAMSUNG is warning
customers about dis-
cussing personal infor-
mation in front of their
smart television set.

The warning applies to
TV viewers who control
their Samsung Smart TV
using its voice activation
feature.

Such TV sets “listen” to
some of what is said in
front of them and may
share details they hear
with Samsung or third
parties, it said.

Privacy campaigners
said the technology
smacked of the tele-
screens, in George
Orwell’s 1984, which
spied on citizens.

Data sharing
The warning came to

light via a story in online
news magazine the Daily
Beast which published an
excerpt of a section of
Samsung’s privacy policy

for its net-connected
Smart TV sets.

The policy explains that
the TV set will be listen-
ing to people in the same
room to try to spot when
commands or queries are
issued via the remote. It
goes on to say: “If your
spoken words include per-
sonal or other sensitive
information, that infor-
mation will be among the
data captured and trans-
mitted to a third party.”

Corynne McSherry, an
intellectual property
lawyer for the Electronic
Frontier Foundation
(EFF) which campaigns
on digital rights issues,
told the Daily Beast that
the third party was prob-
ably the company provid-
ing speech-to-text conver-
sion for Samsung.

She added: “If I were
the customer, I might like
to know who that third
party was, and I’d defi-

nitely like to know
whether my words were
being transmitted in a se-
cure form.”

Soon after, an activist
for the EFF circulated the
policy statement on
Twitter comparing it to
George Orwell’s descrip-
tion of the telescreens in
his novel 1984 that listen
to what people say in
their homes.

In response to the wide-
spread sharing of its pol-
icy statement, Samsung
has issued a statement to
clarify how voice activa-
tion works. It emphasised

that the voice recognition
feature is activated using
the TV’s remote control.

It said the privacy pol-
icy was an attempt to be
transparent with owners
in order to help them
make informed choices
about whether to use
some features on its
Smart TV sets, adding
that it took consumer pri-
vacy “very seriously”.

Samsung said:“If a con-
sumer consents and uses
the voice recognition fea-
ture, voice data is pro-
vided to a third party dur-
ing a requested voice com-

mand search. At that
time, the voice data is
sent to a server, which
searches for the re-
quested content then re-
turns the desired content
to the TV.”

It added that it did not
retain voice data or sell
the audio being captured.
Smart-TV owners would
always know if voice acti-
vation was turned on be-
cause a microphone icon
would be visible on the
screen, it said.

The third party han-
dling the translation from
speech to text is a firm

called Nuance, which spe-
cialises in voice recogni-
tion, Samsung confirmed.

Samsung is not the first
maker of a smart, net-
connected TV to run into
problems with the data
the set collects. In late
2013, a UK IT consultant
found his LG TV was
gathering information
about his viewing habits.

Publicity about the
issue led LG to create a
software update which
ensured data collection
was turned off for those
who did not want to share
information.

Samsung warns
users to watch
what they say
in front of
Smart TVs

Samsung said personal information could be scooped up by the Smart TV.

APPLE Watch wearers
with diabetes will be
able to use an app to
monitor their glucose
levels.

Designed by medical
products maker
DexCom, the app will
track and display your
glucose levels on your
watch in the form of a
graph, the Wall Street
Journal reported
Sunday. The goal is to
help diabetics easily and
quickly read their glu-
cose, or blood sugar, lev-
els by simply glancing at
the app. DexCom’s glu-
cose monitor uses a tiny
sensor placed under the
skin to measure glucose
levels every five min-
utes, the Journal said.
The app itself  is ex-
pected to be available in
April, the same time the
Apple Watch itself will
reach consumers.

One of the major sell-
ing points behind the

Apple Watch is that it
will function both as a
smartwatch and as a
health and fitness
tracker. But one of the
challenges is that cer-
tain health devices and
apps require regulatory
approval. Previously, the
Food and Drug
Administration consid-
ered glucose-related
software to be Class III,
which meant they re-
quired the highest level
of regulatory approval.
But the FDA has since
revised its guidelines.
DexCom’s monitors will
remain Class III devices.
But apps that simply
display data on mobile
devices don’t need prior
approval, though they
still need to be regis-
tered with the agency
and follow certain rules.

Such a change in the
regulations benefits
both Apple and third-
party developers as

more health-related
apps can be created for
the Apple Watch without
requiring strict regula-
tory approval. The
change was triggered by
NightScout, software
created by group of soft-
ware developers, the
Journal said.
NightScout uploads the
data from DexCom’s glu-
cose monitor to the
Internet where people
can then view it via their
mobile devices.

Diabetes is a condition
in which the body lacks
the ability to convert
blood sugar into energy.
The continuous tracking
of glucose levels is vital
for diabetics, especially
those with Type 1 dia-
betes. If their levels rise
too high or drop too low,
Type 1 diabetics run the
risk of stroke, heart dis-
ease, kidney disease,
and other serious med-
ical problems.

Apple Watch app will track
glucose levels for diabetics

LG is teaming up with
Google to try bringing
virtual reality to the
masses.

The South Korean
electronics company said
yesterday it’s soon start-
ing a new promotion
that offers a VR headset
– the VR for G3 – for free
for new buyers of its G3
smartphone.

The headset, which is
based on Google ’s
Cardboard VR headset,
uses the G3 as the
screen, allowing owners
to use it for VR apps and
games downloaded from
the Google Play store.

“This is just the begin-
ning of the virtual real-
ity movement, which
until recently was ex-
pensive and inaccessible
to everyday consumers,”
Chris Yie, an LG market-
ing executive, said in a
statement.

The LG headset is a
similar concept as

Samsung’s Gear VR,
which uses a Samsung
Galaxy Note 4 as the dis-
play. But, while the Gear
VR can cost an extra cou-
ple hundred dollars
($310 on Amazon), the
LG headset comes free.

The VR for G3 promo-
tion will roll out this
month in certain mar-
kets. Buyers of the LG
G3 can also download a
free VR game,
“Robobliteration”, using
an in-box code.

LG to give away new
‘VR for G3’ headsets

The VR for G3 comes free as part of a new
promotion from LG.
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Bridge

KANYE West faked out
the world during
Sunday night’s
Grammys ceremony,
bum-rushing the stage
as a stunned Beck ac-
cepted his Album of
the Year award for
Morning Phase (which
he won over Beyoncé’s
self-titled 2013 LP).

The smiling rapper
seemed to be deliberately
– and playfully – referenc-
ing his infamous 2009
VMAs incident, in which
he grabbed Taylor Swift’s
award for Best Female
Video and ranted about
how Beyoncé deserved to
win. But during E!’s post-
Grammy show, West ex-
plained that his halfway
Beck interception was a
protest in itself. “If they
want real artists to keep
coming back, they need to
stop playing with us,” the
rapper said. “Flawless
Beyoncé video, and Beck
needs to respect artistry,
and he should have given
his award to Beyoncé.”

Beck handled the jab
like a champion. “I was
just so excited he was
coming up,” he told re-
porters during the
Universal Music Group
after-party. “[West] de-

serves to be onstage as
much as anybody. How
many great records has
he put out in the last five
years, right?”The alt-rock
icon also confirmed he
wasn’t offended by the
rapper’s post-Grammy

comments: “I thought she
was going to win. Come
on, she’s Beyonce!... You
can’t please everybody,
man. I still love [West]
and think he’s genius. I
aspire to do what he does.”

Elsewhere in his

Grammy night rant,West
lashed out at the awards
ceremony as a whole. “At
this point, we tired of it!”
he said. “Because what
happens is, when you
keep on diminishing art
and not respecting the
craft and smacking peo-
ple in the face after they
deliver monumental feats
of music, you’re disre-
spectful to inspiration.
And we as musicians have
to inspire people who go to
work every day and listen
to that Beyoncé album,
and they feel like it takes
them to another place.
Then they do this whole
promotional event, and
they’ll run the music over
somebody’s speech, an
artist, because they want
commercial advertising.
No, we not playing with
them no more.”

As TMZ reports, West
clarified his comments
upon arriving in New
York City yesterday.After
being asked by a reporter
if he intended to imply
that Beck wasn’t an
“artist”, the rapper said,
“I wasn’t saying Beck; I
said the Grammys. Beck
knows that Beyoncé
should have won; you
know that.”

Beck reveals:‘I thought
Beyoncé was going to win’

Beck won album of the year for ‘Morning Phase’.
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By Petra Gooding

TICKETS for the very popular Pine
Hill Dairy National Primary Schools’
Athletics Championships should be
on sale from as early as this Friday,
February 13.

The first zonal meet will be the Obadele
Thompson Zone and that will be held on
February 23. The Patsy Callender Zone
will be held on February 24, Andrea
Blackett Zone will be held on February 25,
Anton Norris Zone on February 26, while
the James Wedderburn Zone will be held
on March 2.

The organisers have decided to keep
the quarter-final day again this year and
that will be held on March 11, while the
semi-finals are slated for March 17. The
Finals will be contested on March 25.
Competition is scheduled to begin at 9
a.m. all days with the exception of the
Finals which will get going from 10 a.m.

The media launch was held yesterday
morning at the Pine Hill Dairy where it
was announced that the meet will be
using a new Lynx Electronic Start
System. This will be the first time the
system will be in use for track and field in
Barbados.

The Lynx Electronic Start System
interfaces directly with the meet manager
to provide complete synchronization of
the start signal, visible flash and audible
tone. The system can produce either a
start tone or a simulated gun sound.This
provides not only superior accuracy, but
removes the need for guns cartridges and
the room for human error that comes with
them.

The biggest zone this year will be the
Obadele Thompson Zone which will have
18 schools competing. This is because
Warrens Primary will be making its debut
while The Rock Christian School will be
making a comeback after a short absence.

The Andrea Blackett Zone has been
reduced to 15 schools because of the
closure of the Society Primary. All the
other zones will have 16 schools

competing each day.
West Terrace Primary is the defending

Boys’ champion, while St. Stephen’s
Primary won the Girls’ title last year.

NAPSAC kicks off
later this month

Henry Yearwood, left, Category Manager of Banks Holdings Limited, shakes
hands with NAPSAC Chairman Wayne Robinson after the two signed a
Memorandum of Understanding at yesterday’s launch. 

By Michael Phillips

THE Red House Eagles have soared yet
again while easily defending their title
at the Frederick Smith Secondary
School athletics championships. Having
the run of the mill at the National
Stadium under sunny skies yesterday,
the Eagles comfortably came home with
a total of 915.5 points after leading from
as early as the elimination stage.

Never in danger of losing to the other
three competitors, Yellow (674), Green
(586), and Blue (561), Red House
stamped their authority on the day’s
proceedings coming away with the
majority of the division champions.
Nicole Parris ended up at the Under-20
Girls champion with 50 points after
wins in the 800 Metre (M), 100 M and

400 M.The Eagles also managed to pick
up extra points as Shae Greaves (36)
and Ricandrea Beckles (31) finished
second and third in the group.

The Under-20 Boys were led by the
Green Hornets’ Rico Hurley. Hurley won
the Long Jump and the 200 M and
picked up points with second places in
the 800 M and 200 M. With Jabarri
Harewood of the Yellow Tigers and
Hurley’s teammate Khamal Boyce both
getting 31, the next nearest contender in
the race was Laslo Bryan of the Blue
Panthers with 24 points.

The Victrix Ludorum title went to the
Eagles as Dayna Babb of Under-17
proved her prowess as an all-rounder
with commendable performances in the
High Jump, Discus, Shot Putt, the 100
M, 200 M and 400 M and a win in the

1500 M. The Under-17 Boys champion
was Kadeen Alleyne of the Hornets. He
racked up 49 points with wins in the
Discus, Shot Putt and Javelin. Blue
House had second and third in that
division compliments Shakeem Clarke
(38) and Ridon Pilgrim (37).

The top boy came out of the Under-15
division and he was Jaden Jordan of
Red House. Jordan kept a clean slate by
amassing 60 points from wins in the
Long Jump, Discus, 100 M, 200 M, 400
M and 800 M. Like the Under-20 Girls,
it was an all-Red affair in the Under-15
Boys with fellow Eagles Tyrese King-
Rollock (50) and Donovan Branch (27)
filling out the top spots. The Hornets
scored another division champ in the

Under-15 Girls through Shaquana
Hunte (38). She had wins in the 100 M,
400 M and 800 M and finished second in
the 200 M. Red House’s Allysa 
Alleyne was second with 34, while 
Yellow House’s Shanice Francis (26) was
third.

Among the new students, Jamol
Williams led the boys with 48 points for
Blue House while Sachin Griffith (44)
also brought home points for the
Panthers. Elon Davis of Yellow was third
with 38.The Under-13 Girls belonged to
the Eagles as Quenzel Springer led the
way with 40 points, while teammates
Sophi Ann Ramsay and Shekinah
Carter both had 36. Blue House’s Faith
Marshall was next in line with 24.

Eagles paint the town Red

Faith Marshall of Blue House leads Quenzel Springer of Red House and Aaliyah
Holligan of Green House in the Under-13 Girls 100m.

Shontae Cole of Red House winning the U-17 Girls 100m.
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BARBADOS have
come out of the
opening leg of the
Caribbean Equestrian
Association’s Junior
Jumping series which
was held over this past
weekend in second
place. Sporting a
‘home-court’ edge at
the Big C Stables in
Frere Pilgrim, the
local team of Indy
Jones and Georgia
Porter came away
behind the visiting
Trinidad and Tobago
team out of a field of
four.

Accruing only 16 faults
in their four rounds each,
the pair of Hadley Rahael
and Jordanne Brown
earned the twin-island
republic five country
points for the lead. In the
16 and Under class,
Rahael posted times of
58.78 seconds (s), 40.59 s,
43.73 s and 50.56 in her
four rounds with clean
jumps in Rounds 2 and 4.
Brown was good for 46.83
s, 48.47 s, 42.06 and 47.00
with her first three rounds
in the 14 and Under
category faultless.

In the 16 and Under
group, Porter had times of
65.59 s, 43.38 s, 37.39 s
and 48.49 while getting 18
faults. Jones, had four
good runs with 50.71 s,
44.62 s, 39.60 s and 50.29
s, and only picked up in
her last round for a total of
2 for Barbados who have
three country points going
forward.

The Cayman Islands are

third on two points after
Isabelle Smith jumped
44.85 s, 42.13 s, 36.08 s
and 41.51 s with eight
faults in 16 and Under,
and Ashley Van Den Bol
only finished three rounds
on 43.79 s, 40.57 s and
46.10 s in in the 14 and
Under. Jamaica (1)
brought up the rear with

the team of Hannah De
Leon (16 and Under) and
Annie Stewart (14 and
Under). De Leon had runs
of 46.20 s, 41.91 s and
35.71 s before failing to
complete her fourth while
Stewart also only
completed three of hers
(45.87 s, 42.77 s, 42.59 s).
(MP)

FRANKLYN Stephenson’s
Academy came away with
a hard-fought five-wicket
win over Fusionz Boutique
Passage United as the
Inspire Sports Under-13
cricket competition
continued on Sunday.

In the top-of-the-table
clash of the two previously
unbeaten teams in zone ‘A’,
three-time champions
Fusionz Boutiqe Passage
United were bundled out
for a modest 56 in 17 overs
after being invited to bat.

The surprise package for
Franklyn Stephenson’ s
Academy was medium-
pacer Raheem Archer with
four for 18. The West
Terrace Primary student is
better known for his
batting exploits having
made a splendid unbeaten
hundred 104 in last year’s
final against Charles F.
Broome Primary. He
became the first person in
the history of the
tournament to achieve that
feat. Archer was ably
assisted by Renacko
Belgrave three for three
and Hans Campbell two
for 22.

In reply, the visitors
slipped to 39 for five at the
lunch, after Passage
United were all out well
within the first session.
Campbell the only player
to reach doubles figures in
the match with an
undefeated 11 and
Belgrave (seven not out)
added the vital 18 runs
needed as they won with
79 balls left.

At Bank Hall,
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors ‘B’ recorded their
first victory in grand style.
They made a mammoth

240 for one from their
allotted 35 overs, the
highest total of the season
so far. It was built around
an enterprising second-
stand of 228 between Kyle
Lewis with an undefeated
97 and Kurt Lambert 78
not out. Lewis faced 94
balls striking 14 fours,
while Lambert hit eight
fours from 109 deliveries.

Ten year-old, left-arm
spinner Aaron Ballantyne
claimed five for 23 from his
seven overs as Empire
Juniors were dismissed for
143 and Wanderers
Juniors ‘B’ had an
impressive 97-run win.

At Weymouth, tall, off-
spinner Cody Scott bowled
with good flight and control
to grab five for 12,as Police
Juniors clinched an
important victory against
St.George Lions who were
bowled out for 91 needing
128 to win. (PR)

Summarised scores:
ZONE A
At Crab Hill: Dover Juniors 146
in 28.3 overs (Renaldo Bailey
65, L. Depradine 10; M.
Chandler 4-21, G. Depeiza 3-
23). North Stars Juniors 111 in
28.4 overs (G. Depeiza 15, T.
Norville 14, M. Chandler 10; R.
Bailey 3-29, L. Depradine 2-14).
Dover Juniors won by 35 runs.
At Bank Hall: CounterPoint
Wanderers Juniors ‘B’ 240-1 in
35 overs (Kyle Lewis 97 n.o,
Kurt Lambert 78 n.o). Empire
Juniors 143 in 29.2 overs (C.
Taylor 29, J. Greenidge 20, A.
Goodridge 14, R. Greenidge 12,
Aaron Ballantyne 5-23, K. Lewis
2-7, B. Walters 2-21).
Wanderers Juniors ‘B’ won by
97 runs.
At Passage Rd: Fusionz
Boutique Passage United 56 in

17 overs (R. Archer 4-18, R.
Belgrave 3-3, H. Campbell 2-22).
Franklyn Stephenson’s Academy
58-5 in 21.5 overs) (H.
Campbell 11 n.o). Franklyn
Stephenson’s Academy won by
five wickets.
At Weymouth A: Police Juniors
127-7 in 35 overs (S. Belle 25,
A. Morris 21; R. Harper 3-24, O.
Bushay 2-26). St. George Lions
91 in 34.2 overs (K. Wickham
25, O. Bushay 12, R. Harper 11;
Cody Scott 5-12, J. Griffith 2-
13). Police Juniors won by 36
runs.

ZONE B
At Dayrells Road: CounterPoint
Wanderers Juniors ‘A’ v The Mill
Wall Saints NB: Match to be
replayed.
At King George V Memorial
Park: BWUCCUL Northern
Cricket Academy 108 in 32.1
overs (D. Loudat 23, D. Lavine
19 n.o; I. Babb 19; J. Hunte 2-
17, A. Simmons 2-18). RBC St.
Philip Juniors 90 in 32.2 overs
(M. Stuart 12, M. Alleyne 12; D.
Loudat 2-4, S. Parris 2-5, A.
Singh 2-11, R. Paul 2-19).
Northern Academy won by 18
runs.
At Pine/Wildey: Carlton Juniors
195-8 in 35 overs (K. Rollins
49, R. Armstrong 35, N. Austin
34, S. Cooper 32; A. Watkins 4-
47, J. Hoyte 2-39). Signa Wildey
Juniors 124-8 in 35 overs (M.
Hoyte 42, K. Waithe 25, A.
Watkins 14; N. Forde 4-17).
Carlton Juniors won by 71 runs.
At Bayfield: Co-operators
General Insurance St.
Catherine’s Juniors 115-8 in 31
overs. (N. Bolden 45, J. Griffith
13, N. Moore 2-13, K. Ramsey
3-22). Isolation Cavaliers Juniors
85 in 27 overs (R. Agard 43, R.
Haynes 13; J. Griffith 4-26, R.
Newton 3-18, T. Edwards 2-20).
St. Catherine Juniors won by 30
runs. (PR)

Barbados finish
second in first leg of
CEA Junior Challenge

Academy take five-
wicket win over Fusionz

Participants during parade.

Hadley Rahael and Jordanne Brown of Trinidad and
Tobago have their country out front after the first
leg which was held this past weekend in Barbados. 

         



Tuesday February 10, 2015 • 25The Barbados Advocate

AFTER seven of the nine
rounds of the first
qualifier for the 2015
Barbados national chess
championship have been
completed, two players
are jointly in first place
with six points out of
seven. These are FIDE
master Martyn Del
Castilho and
International master
Delilse Warner. Warner’s
only lost has come at the
hands of Del Castilho,
who came into the
tournament a round late.

These two have
dominated the field and
both registered
convincing victories in
the last round. Del
Castilho overcame
veteran Anthony Earlam,
while Warner defeated
Othneil Harewood, a
player who has caused
him some difficulties in
the past.

Lying in joint third are
Kemp Lynch and Mark
Lowe, both on four and a
half points. In their last
games, Lynch defeated an
out of sorts Bryan
Prescod of the Lodge
school, while Lowe won
form Allan Herbert in a
game where both players
missed opportunities to
claim victory.

Other important
results saw victories for
Nitin Mahtani, Justin
Parsons and Emerald

Medford.
With only two rounds to

go it seems certain that
Warner and Del Castilho
will qualify from this
qualifier, but who the
next three automatic
qualifiers will be a tough

fight, as five players lie
within a point of each
other as Herbert has four,
with Mahtani and
Harewood are on three
and a half, to closely
follow Lynch and Lowe.

The final round will

take place at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday at the
Bridgetown Chess centre,
Cavan’s Lane,
Bridgetown, so one can
come and see an exciting
climax to this
tournament.

THE West Indies had a
disastrous start to the
2015 ICC World Cup
when they were routed
by nine wickets in their
warm-up match against
England yesterday at
the Sydney Cricket
Ground.

The West Indies batted
first after losing the toss
and were bowled out for a
meagre 122 in 29.3 overs.
Lendl Simmons ensured
the West Indies made it
past the hundred-run
mark with 45 while
Dwayne Smith scored 21.
The other players into
double figures, something
which seems like a major
feat for the West Indies
these days, were Marlon
Samuels with ten and
Darren Sammy with 12.

Chris Gayle and Darren
Bravo both went without
scoring and the former did
not take the field when it
was the West Indies’ turn
to bowl.

Even worse for the West
Indies was the fact that
they faced a relatively

tame England bowling
attack as James Anderson
and Stuart Broad were
both inactive this match.

Instead it was all-
rounder Chris Woakes who
demolished the West Indies
bowling attack with just
his second ODI five wicket
haul. Woakes ended with
five wickets – including the
scalps of Gayle, Bravo and
Smith – for 19 runs in 7.3
overs. Steven Finn took 2-
34 while Christopher
Jordan, Ravi Bopara and
James Tredwell took a
wicket each.

England needed just
22.5 overs to overhaul the
meagre total with Moeen
Ali scoring 46. His wicket
was the only one collected
by the West Indies when
he was caught by Bravo off
the bowling of Kemar
Roach when the score was
on 70. Ian Bell ended not
out on 35 while James
Taylor scored 25 not out.

The West Indies also sent
down a whopping 19
extras.

The West Indies will face

Scotland on Thursday
February 12 in their second
warm up match and will

face Ireland in their first
group match of the World
Cup on Sunday February

15. The West Indies are in
Pool ‘B’ along with India,
Ireland, Pakistan, South

Africa, United Arab
Emirates and Zimbabwe.

(PG)

By Petra Gooding

CHAMPION schools
Springer Memorial and
Lester Vaughan will try
to defend their titles
when the Barbados
Relay Fair is held this
Saturday February 14 at
the National Stadium.

Springer Memorial
School has dominated
year after year in the
Girls ’  while  Lester
Vaughan dethroned the
Lodge School last year.
Making their debuts at
the meet are the Alleyne
School and the Milton
Lynch Primary who will
be joining sister school
Christ Church Girls’.

Springer Memorial
was pushed to the wire
by Christ  Church
Foundation who
finished second last year
in the Girls’ Division.
This year Foundation
has not lost any of the
athletes who led them to
that second place finish
and they have also
added increased
firepower in Rosette
Hoyte and Leilani
Haddock.

Springer Memorial is
never to be discounted
though and they have

been hard at  work
practicing around the
Garfield Sobers Sports
Complex. They have lost
Hoyte who is now at
Foundation but they
always seem able to
unearth new talent.

The University of
Guyana is  again
bringing a team for the
one day event and there
wil l  also be teams
coming Trinidad and
Tobago and St. Vincent.
One of the Vincentian
clubs coming wil l  be
coached by Mike
Oliviere, a former coach
at the UWI Mona.

The University of
Guyana will be intent on
maintaining its
authority in the Men’s
Distance Medley as they
set a new meet record
last year. They won that
race in 6:31.22 erasing
the old mark of 6:34.92
set in 2010 by Rising
Starts.

The day’s event are
expected to begin
promptly at 10 a.m. and
tickets may be
purchased form Ticket
Centre Warrens, CS
Pharmacy, Emerald City
Supermarket and
Sundeck in Limegrove.

Masters lead first chess qualifier Relay Fair set for
this Saturday

West Indies routed in opening warm-up match

Darren Bravo dismissed first ball by Chris Woakes.

FIDE master Martyn Del Castilho.
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By Michael Phillips

IF Sunday night’s ac-
tion in the Digicel Pre-
mier League is any-
thing to go by, the 2015
domestic season of the
Barbados Football As-
sociation will be an ex-
tremely exciting one.

With fans treated to a
triple-header with some of
the biggest names in local
football, things were kept
interesting at the
National Stadium, as the
evening’s exchanges saw
the defending champions,
as well as the two latest
promotions gracing the
pitch in the opening night.

In Game 1, the
Barbados Defence Force
Sports Programme opened
their title-retention cam-
paign by breaking even
with premier league debu-
tantes, University of the
West Indies BlackBirds.
The Cave Hill team

opened their top tier ac-
count with a 62nd-minute
goal from midfielder Rico
Holder, after regrouping
from a tough but goalless
first half.

In danger of starting the
season with a loss, the sol-
diers were more than
thankful when a late
hand-ball in the box of-
fered them a penalty kick,
which national player
Raheim Sargeant con-
verted in the 80th minute
to level things up once
again before the final
whistle went.

The middle game saw a
St. Michael derby between
Brittons Hill and Notre
Dame, and was billed as a
match-up between experi-
ence and youth. The
youngsters in the Notre
Dame side held their own
against Brittons Hill, dis-
playing bravery on the at-
tack and also on the de-

fence. However, a classy
free-kick from Dwayne
Stanford in the 75th mi-
nute gave Brittons Hill
the edge for the one-nil
win.

First timers to the pre-
mier league, Rendezvous,
showed just how they
managed to remain un-
beaten in league games
from their days in Divi-

sion. After working their
way through the ranks,
they signalled their ar-
rival in top-flight football
with a five-nil win over a
struggling Pride of Gall
Hill in the night-cap game.

Sporting some regional
firepower, all of their goals
came from their St. Vin-
cent bomb-squad.

Romano Snagg opened

things up in the 22nd,
while Shandel Samuel
added a second in the 41st.
Still inside the first half,
Emanuel George got his
first premier league goal
in the 47th, with Miron
Samuel following suit on
the other side of the break
in the 64th.To close things
off in the 71st, Shandel
capped off his first appear-

ance at that level with a
brace.

The league continues
this coming Thursday
with two games. First,
KFC Knockout Cup cham-
pions, Weymouth Wales,
take on Pinelands at 7:00
p.m., then Silver Sands
and Paradise both look to
get off the mark at 9:00
p.m.

Premier League opens with heated exchanges

MARIO Vasquez Raña,
President of the Pan Ame-
rican Sports Organisation
since 1975, and former Pr-
esident of the Association
of National Olympic Com-
mittees, died on Sunday,
February 8, in Mexico City
after a short illness.

Vasquez Raña, who at
one time was one of the
most influential figures in

the Olympic Movement,
assumed the Presidency of
PASO in 1975,and was the
inaugural President of the
Association of National
Olympic Committees,
being elected in 1979.

Steve Stoute, President
of the Barbados Olympic
Association Inc., said Vas-
quez Raña’s passing sig-
nals a new era in the ma-

nagement, control and cul-
ture of the Olympic Move-
ment in the Americas. He
indicated that he was pres-
ent when Vasquez Raña
was elected in 1975 as the
President of PASO,and has
attended most of the meet-
ings chaired by him since.

“Mario revolutionised
the organisation, enhanc-
ing its finances and build-

ing the Pan American
Games into one of the lar-
gest and most influential
sporting events on the
Olympic calendar. It is tra-
gic that he would not be
present at what should be
the largest and most suc-
cessful ever,Pan American
Games, slated for July
2015 in Toronto,” Stoute
said.

Pan American Sports Organisation President dies

      



FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or Profes-
sional services

Located in Strathclyde (near 
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate 
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to 
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE

APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

Be A Home Owner Now!

House and Land packages avail-
able. Choose your house design 
and size. 

*Athur Seat - St. Thomas from 
$295,000.00

*Pilgrim Place - Ch. Ch. from 
$340,000.00

Don’t delay contact us today.

Tel:230-5346
Email

rbesproman@gmail.com JOB SEEKERS

YOUNG LADY SEEKS a job as 
a housekeeper. Available to 

work Monday-Friday.

Call: 249-8543

NOTICESNOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on
.Renovating 

.Building 
.Repainting

.Large Residential 
.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY 

Needle workers wanted. Must 
be able to cut and fit free hand. 
Specialising in uniforms. Located 
in Gateway Mall, Tudor Street 
above Tim’s Restaurant.

Person to operate heavy duty 
overlock.

Tel:232-5047
After 5pm:271-4143
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MADRID – Barcelona
are playing with a
swagger that suggests
they may be peaking
at just the right time
and will look to
transfer that form
into a berth in the
King’s Cup final
starting tomorrow.

The record winners
with 26 domestic Cup
triumphs, Barca go into
their semi-final, first leg
at home to Villarreal on
the back of Sunday’s 5-2
La Liga romp at Athletic
Bilbao which lifted them
to within a point of
leaders Real Madrid.

With a Champions
League last 16 clash at
Manchester City looming
at the end of the month,
Luis Enrique’s side have
a confidence about 
them that has largely
been missing since a
golden era under Pep
Guardiola between 2008

and 2012.
The club have been

beset by off-field woes in
recent months, including
a tax evasion probe into
the signing of Neymar,
but the Brazil forward
and his team mates do
not appear to have lost
their focus.

Argentina captain
Lionel Messi has been in
spectacular form, scoring
one goal and having a
hand in the other four at
the San Mames, despite
reports of a bust-up with
Luis Enrique, who is in
his first term in charge
at the Nou Camp.

Luis Enrique warned
after the Bilbao success
that Barca were bound
to suffer more blips
between now and the
end of the season as they
seek to return to
winning ways after
failure to win major
silverware in 2013-14.

Confident Barca targets
King’s Cup final berth

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77121&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77121&ReturnUrl=mailto:rbesproman@gmail.com
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $1.90 $1.90 - $1.81 - 6,156 -

Banks Holdings Limited -* 05-Feb-15 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.85 2,010 1,148

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 625

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.47 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.51 $3.00 699 7,115

FirstCaribbean International Bank 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.89 50 500

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.22 - 5,000 -
- Dev Fund 

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.55 - 5,000 -
- Value Fund-

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 06-Feb-15 - - - $6.40 $6.40 $6.41 - 500 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 09-Feb-15 4,500 $2.35 $2.35 $2.40 $2.35 -$0.05 $2.40 10,946

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $19.50 $20.00 18,217 10,725

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.85 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 4,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 05-Feb-15 - - - $1.75 $1.75 - $1.75 $1.78 116 1,878

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,897

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 4,500 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 04-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 65,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
February 9, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4784 -0.0024
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4966 0.0013
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2660 0.0015
29-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.291 0.0030
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8148   4.8148 4.8148   0.0042
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8443 0.0018
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0042 0.0010
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.29 0.01
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.29 0.02
06-Feb-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -      w    1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 4,500 $2.35 $2.35 $2.35 -$0.05

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
February 9, 2015

One security declined as 4,500 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $10,575.00. Insurance Corporation of
Barbados Limited was the sole security trading 4,500 shares at $2.35 to close down five (5) cents. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
February 9th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

February 9, 2015 February 6, 2015
Local  2,132.78 2,133.61 (0.83)
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 610.41 610.56 (0.15) 

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
February 9, 2015 February 6, 2015

Local  5,354.45 5,356.41 (1.96)
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -   
Composite 8,216.15 8,218.12 (1.96)     

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77121&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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LONDON – Manchester United’s
under-performing forwards forced
manager Louis van Gaal into
adopting long-ball tactics, the
Dutchman said after his side
snatched a 1-1 draw at West Ham.

United started with Radamel Falcao,
Robin van Persie,Wayne Rooney,Angel di
Maria and Adnan Januzaj at Upton Park
on Sunday, but it took a stoppage-time
volley from Daley Blind to earn the visitors
a point after Cheikhou Kouyate had given
West Ham a deserved 49th-minute lead.

West Ham manager Sam Allardyce said
United’s strategy was “thump it forward
and see what happens”, and Van Gaal
admitted that the introduction of gangly
Belgian midfielder Marouane Fellaini as
a 72nd-minute substitute had heralded a
change of tack.

“I’ve done that already a lot of times
with Fellaini, so that is not new,” said Van
Gaal, who lost Luke Shaw to a late red
card after the United left-back received a
second booking for a lunge at Stewart
Downing.

“West Ham United should know that.
But with him we have more power. With
Adnan and Di Maria, we have more
creative players.

“And that’s why the second ball, you
cannot always win with these players,but
you have to win (it). Otherwise I have to
line up always players like Fellaini.”

Van Gaal claimed that United’s failure
to win the second ball had been their
major failing, but the visitors also looked
bereft of ideas when they did have
possession.

Falcao squandered a good opportunity
when he stabbed wide with only Adrian to
beat, but aside from a couple of saves to
deny Van Persie,the West Ham goalkeeper
was scarcely troubled until Blind struck in
the 92nd minute.

The Dutch utility player’s goal was his
second last-gasp equaliser of the season,
after another late strike at West Bromwich
Albion in October.

But while it preserved a run of unbeaten
away matches stretching back to
November 2, the draw represented a

missed opportunity for United, who could
have closed to within three points of
second-place Manchester City in the
Premier League table.

Terrific skill
Asked if his side had squandered a

chance to put pressure on City, who drew
1-1 with Hull City on Saturday,Van Gaal
replied:“Yes. I’m agreeing with that before
the game.”

“You know what it is. They have lost
points, then you can make a gap with your

competitors.Now you don’t make this gap,
so it is a missed chance.”

While United will expect to return to
winning ways at home to struggling
Burnley on Wednesday, West Ham face a
trip to Southampton,who held on to third
place thanks to Sunday’s result at Upton
Park.

West Ham will also face Tottenham
Hotspur, Chelsea and Arsenal before the
middle of March, but Allardyce said his
players could take heart from their display
against United.

“It’s not the result we deserved or
wanted,but we’re back to a level we know
we can play at,which has been difficult to
get to over that Christmas/New Year
period with injuries, the African Nations
Cup and so on,” he told his post-match
press conference.

Allardyce said that striker Andy Carroll
had a chance of facing Southampton after
missing Sunday’s game with an ankle
problem.

Injuries to James Collins and Winston
Reid saw midfielder Kouyate pressed into
action at centre-back and Allardyce was
full of praise for the Senegal
international’s performance, which he
crowned with a delightful goal that saw
him juggle the ball twice before volleying
home.

“We know he played there for
Anderlecht and Senegal, but what we
didn’t now was, can he play with the right
tactical awareness and discipline you need
as a central defender in the Premier
League? And of course he proved he could,”
Allardyce said.

CARSON, Calif. – When Michael Bradley
curled a corner kick over the Panama
defense and into the net for a spectacular
goal, Clint Dempsey was unsure exactly
how it happened.

“You’d have to ask him whether he was
aiming for that, because we didn’t know,”
Dempsey said, laughing.

With big goals from both veterans and
a clean sheet, the United States provided
ample reason for more excitement
heading into an eventful year.

Bradley scored in the 27th minute,
Dempsey added his 40th career goal later
in the first half, and the Americans
snapped a five-game winless skid with a
2-0 victory over Panama on Sunday.

The Americans wrapped up a
monthlong training camp with their best
result in ten games since winning their
opener at last year’s World Cup.The U.S.
had won just once since beating Ghana in
Brazil, but coach Jurgen Klinsmann’s
squad looked considerably sharper in its
home opener for a big year that includes
the Gold Cup and World Cup qualifying.

Bradley started it with a spectacular
Olimpico goal, putting his corner kick
directly into the far top corner of Jaime
Penedo’s net with an exceptional bend.
Jozy Altidore could have headed it in if
needed, but instead watched it settle for
Bradley’s 13th career goal.

“Coming out of a little bit of a difficult
period, it was an important game for us,”
Bradley said. “Maybe this isn’t the most
important game we’ll play this year, but
while it wasn’t perfect, we were able to do
a lot of good things. It sets the
groundwork for the rest of the year.”

As for his goal, Bradley assured
everybody that’s exactly what he meant
to do.

“Well, we work on a lot of different
setpieces,” Bradley said.

Goalkeeper Sean Johnson replaced
Nick Rimando for the second half,
finishing up the Americans’ first shutout
since their last victory, over the Czech
Republic last September.

The Americans’ most impressive player
was hometown star Gyasi Zardes, the LA
Galaxy forward. He punctuated his first
career U.S. start in the 37th minute by
winning the ball in midfield and making
a beautiful pass to Dempsey, who
sidestepped Penedo and finished.

Klinsmann praised Zardes and other
youngsters who stepped up during the
camp.

“He is trying to impress, and he’s
hungry,” Klinsmann said about Zardes.
“He showed certain tools he has. The
assist to Clint was just perfect, perfect
timing. It shows he has something
special.”

Dempsey, the Seattle Sounders star,
trails only Landon Donovan as the
second-leading goal-scorer in U.S.history.

The Americans improved on last
month’s 3-2 loss in Chile while showing
none of the second-half struggles that
have prompted Klinsmann to question
their fitness. The U.S. had yielded nine
goals in the second halves of its last six
games, but held Panama to a handful of
good chances all day at StubHub Center
south of downtown Los Angeles.

Panama had little offensive luck
against the U.S. in their first meeting

since the Americans scored two stoppage-
time goals to knock the Panamanians out
of World Cup contention in heartbreaking
fashion in October 2013. Panama has
beaten the Americans just once in 15
meetings, losing six straight.

After experimenting with a three-man
back line in Chile, Klinsmann started in
a 4-2-3-1 formation. Southern California
natives Zardes and Miguel Ibarra got

their first career starts, and Brek Shea
moved back to defense to compensate for
the absence of Steve Birnbaum, who has
a minor knee injury.

Defenders Perry Kitchen and Matt
Hedges made their U.S. debuts in the
second half, coming on for Max Diskerud
and DeAndre Yedlin. Ten players have
made their U.S. debuts in the seven
games since the World Cup.

Van Gaal defends United’s ‘long-ball’ tactics

Bradley, Dempsey lead US men past Panama, 2-0

Manchester United's manager Louis van Gaal (right) shakes hands with striker
Robin van Persie after the match against West Ham United on February 8, 2015.

United States’ Clint Dempsey signs his autograph as he walks off the field after
the first half of a friendly soccer match against Panama, Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015, in
Carson, Calif.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The
Memphis Grizzlies
wouldn’t let Atlanta make
it two in a row against the
best from the West.

Mike Conley had 21
points and six assists,
Marc Gasol finished with
16 points and ten
rebounds and the
Grizzlies beat the Hawks
94-88 on Sunday.

Two nights after
beating Western
Conference-leading
Golden State, the Hawks
were tied at 86 with No. 2
Memphis after Mike
Scott’s 3-pointer with 3:24
left, before the Grizzlies
scored the next eight
points to put away the
game.

“We did what we do,”
Conley said. “We keep it
close as long as we can
and try to outwork you at
the end. We were able to
get a couple of
possessions to go our
way.”

The game was quite a
change from the up-
tempo pace of the Hawks’
124-116 win Friday night
over the Warriors. This
time, things were slow,
methodical and physical.

For three quarters, the
Hawks seemed to adjust
to the slower style, but

eventually, Memphis
benefitted from a game
suited to its pace.

“We’re a physical team
and we beat you up for
four quarters and
hopefully it wears you
down,” Conley said. “But
(Atlanta) has played
against every style you
can play against and
they’ve beat everybody.”

Zach Randolph had 11
points and 15 rebounds,
while Kosta Koufos
finished with ten points
and seven rebounds as
Memphis outrebounded
the Hawks 55-37.

One of those rebounds
provided the tiebreaking
basket, with Tony Allen
tipping in Randolph’s
miss to make it 88-86
with 2:28 remaining.

“Our execution has
probably got to be better,”
Atlanta coach Mike
Budenholzer said. “We’ve
got to cut harder. We’ve
got to screen harder and
all those things.”

Jeff Teague led the
Hawks with 22 points,
shooting 9 of 13, while
Kent Bazemore added 14
points. Dennis Schroder
and Scott finished with 11
apiece off the Atlanta
bench and DeMarre
Carroll scored ten.

ORLANDO, Fla. – At the
end of an up-and-down
road stretch, the
Chicago Bulls trudged
into the final stop of
their six-game trip
hoping to sustain a bit
of momentum with the
All-Star break fast
approaching.

Mission accomplished –
thanks to some late-game
assistance from the
Orlando Magic.

Pau Gasol dunked in the
rebound of Derrick Rose’s
missed layup with 9.4
seconds left, and the Bulls
rallied for a 98-97 victory
over the Magic on Sunday
night.

Jimmy Butler led the
Bulls with 27 points, and
Gasol finished with 25
points and 15 rebounds.
Joakim Noah added 18
points and nine rebounds.

Chicago led by as many
as 16 points,before finding
itself in a six-point hole
with just over two minutes
to play.

“Today we started out
like we want to play, like
we were going to take
another step (forward),
but it was almost a step
back,” Gasol said. “Let’s
face it – we got away with
one.”

The Magic had two
opportunities to win the
game in the closing
seconds. But Nik Vucevic’s
hook rolled off the rim,and
Tobias Harris overshot a
potential game-winning
tip-in as time expired.

“You want to be a good
team, you’re going to have
to find different ways to
win, and that’s what I did
like about tonight,” Bulls
coach Tom Thibodeau
said.

Victor Oladipo led six
Orlando players in double
figures with 18 points.
Harris added 15, and
Vucevic 14.

After playing catch-up
for most of the second half,
Orlando benefited from a
frenetically played fourth

quarter.
Elfrid Payton scored his

sixth consecutive point on
a driving layup to put the
Magic in front 92-91 with
3:43 remaining.

That was followed by a
steal and 3-pointer from
Channing Frye, and layup
by Oladipo that extended
that lead to 97-91.

The Bulls came up
empty on their next
offensive trip, but Butler
stepped in front of
Oladipo’s pass as Orlando
came down the floor,
forcing Harris to grab him
and commit a clear-path
foul.

Butler hit both free
throws, then on the
ensuing possession found
Rose free for a 3-pointer
at the top of the key to pull
Chicago within 97-96.

Orlando’s Evan
Fournier then got caught
in a trap at halfcourt and
was called for a backcourt
violation with 15.5
seconds left.

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. –
For the Minnesota
Timberwolves, even a
modest winning streak is a
noteworthy
accomplishment.

Nikola Pekovic scored 29
points and Kevin Martin
added 24 to lift Minnesota
to its third straight victory,
112-101 over the sluggish
Detroit Pistons on Sunday
night. The Timberwolves
had not even won back-to-
back games this season
until this recent run.

“Huge.It’s huge,”Pekovic
said. “We’ve been having
trouble all season. We’ve
had many guys out who
just recently started
coming back and playing
together. It just feels good.”

Pistons coach Stan Van
Gundy had another
explanation for
Minnesota’s 112-point
night.

“There was not a good
stretch of defense in the
whole game,” he said.
“They’ve gotten some guys
back, but if you couldn’t
score that many points
against our defense
tonight,you aren’t an NBA
team.”

The Timberwolves led
throughout against the
Pistons despite the absence
of guard Ricky Rubio, who
is still recovering from a

left ankle injury. Rubio
recently returned from
that injury, but the team
said he hasn’t been cleared
to play in back-to-back
games yet, and Minnesota
was in action again
Monday.

Andrew Wiggins scored
18 points for Minnesota,
and Thaddeus Young
added 16.

Andre Drummond had
17 points and 14 rebounds
for the Pistons, going 8 of 8
from the field.

Detroit trailed 74-55 in
the third quarter before
fighting back to make a
game of it. It was 83-79
early in the fourth,but a 3-
pointer by Wiggins started
an 18-6 run for Minnesota.

“We know when to panic
and when not to panic.
That’s something that we
didn’t do tonight,” Martin
said. “It’s just a testament
of the players that you
trust.”

The Timberwolves have
won ten straight over the
Pistons.

The Pistons are 15-9
since their 5-23 start, but
this was an ugly
performance. Minnesota
began the game eight of ten
from the field en route to a
32-24 lead after the first
quarter.

D.J. Augustin, who has

played well since the
Pistons lost point guard
Brandon Jennings to an
Achilles injury, had 20
points and eight assists.
But offense wasn’t really

Detroit’s problem.
Minnesota shot 61 per cent
in the first quarter and
finished at 51 per cent.The
Timberwolves were also 29
of 34 on free throws.

Gasol’s late dunk lifts Bulls to 98-97 victory over Magic

Conley’s 21, 16 from
Gasol lead Grizzlies
past Hawks, 94-88

Timberwolves win 3rd
straight, 112-101 over Pistons

Kevin Martin #23 of the Minnesota Timberwolves
goes up for a shot against the Pistons, Feb. 8, 2015.

Pau Gasol goes for the dunk.
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GOVERNOR of the Central Bank of
Denmark, Per Callesen, has said
that strong management during
good economic times stands 
a country in good stead to help 
it offset periods of economic
downturns.

Callesen made the comments while
speaking to a group of local journalists
yesterday at the Central Bank of
Barbados (CBB).

Callesen, who was on a week-long
official visit to the Central Bank of
Barbados, maintains that it does make 
a difference how proactive a country’s
economic policies are in the good times.

“What is often crucial is whether
you managed the good times well.
You should use the good times 

to run down the
imbalances, bring
down your debt
and ensure that

the economy is not
overheating,” he advised.

The Governor told the
media that every decade
over the last 40 years, seems
to have had a boom period.
“We had a boom in the early

1970s, we had one in 1983-
1986, we had another boom in

the late 1990s and one in 2005-
2008,” the official said. On three of

those occasions, the boom could have
been better managed.

“What is crucial for the periods
following those booms has been how you
managed them,” he stressed.

The Governor further explained that
when one looks at the overall macro-

economy, there are some key economic
indicators which should always be
observed.

“One of my real favourites is the
current account deficit,” he said, while
saying as well that the public budget
and the Government’s financial position
are also very important although one
could be fooled.

According to him, “When the economy
is booming ... public finances look great
because if people overspend, they pay 
a lot of taxes and that flows into the
Government budget. However, that is at
the expense of a huge current account
deficit and it is not going to be
permanent, but rather temporary.”

“It does not reflect the underlying
situation, so one has to be more careful
with the implication of Government
Budgets,” the Governor said.

He believed that attention should also
be paid to inflation pressures, the way
the labour markets perform with too
much inflation and too much wage
pressures and too many bottlenecks.

The Denmark official remarked as well
that other sophisticated financial
indicators, like the housing bubbles and
credit growth, are strong warning signs
that an economy is heading for trouble.

Callesen said that in his country, there
is a macroprudential council, which is
supposed to identify potential risks in
the financial sector going ahead.

He noted that for each quarterly
meeting of the Bank in his country,
papers are presented dealing with what
are possible tensions and exposures
being built up in the financial system.

(JB)
Governor of the Central Bank of Denmark, Per Callesen, making a point during
his meeting with journalists at the Central Bank yesterday.
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