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By Ashlee Cox

A CHALLENGE has been 
issued to all Barbadians to
return to the values of old,
and to embrace good, clean
living.

This challenge was issued by
the Rt. Reverend Peter Fenty,
Area Bishop of York-Simcoe in
the Diocese of Toronto,as he pre-
sented the sermon at the Annual
Diocesan Service at the Garfield
Sobers Sports Complex, under

the theme “Using our Gifts to
Build up the Body of Christ”.

Pointing to the indiscipline
and recklessness in today’s 
society, he said he is very 
worried about this country.
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THE insurance sector continues
to be alarmed by the number of
Barbadians who do not have any
type of insurance to protect 
their property in the event of a

disaster.
This is according to General

Manager of Co-Operators
General Insurance, Anton
Lovell, who delivered the fea-

ture address recently at the 
annual general meeting of the
St. James Central’s Disaster
Emergency Organisation (DEO)
in the Queen’s College school

hall.
“The general insurance 

industry continues to be very
concerned with persons not 
prioritising and selecting insur-

ance as one of the methods for 
protecting oneself from the 
financial fall-out stemming from
a disaster,” he lamented.

INSURANCE on Page 4

Barbadians urged to protect their investments

RETURN TO
OLD VALUES

Part of the large congregation during the Annual Diocesan Service. INSET: The Rt. Reverend
Peter Fenty, Area Bishop of York-Simcoe in the Diocese of Toronto, as he presented the sermon
at the Annual Diocesan Service at the Garfield Sobers Sports Complex yesterday.

SEE INSIDE

       



THE National
Vocational Qualifi-
cations (NVQs) and
Caribbean Vocational
Qualifications (CVQs)
will be aligned with the

National Qualifications
Framework.

This was revealed by
Paul Puckerin, Senior
Technical Officer at the
Technical and Vocational

Education and Training
(TVET) Council, who
spoke to the media at a
press conference to dis-
cuss the launch of their
Competency-Based Edu-

cation – NVQs and CVQs –
recently at the Barbados
Employers’ Confederation
(BEC) headquarters.

He said that this frame-
work, which is now being

re-worked, would include
these two qualifications in
it, making sure that em-
ployers are more likely to
recognise them.

“The NVQs and CVQs

are becoming a part of 
not only the employers,
but within the secondary
schools system. They are
getting recognition all
across the region because
as you may or may not 
be aware, the National
Qualifications Frame-
work, which is now being
revised and being re-
vamped, will have the 
critical component which
would feature the position-
ing of NVQs and CVQs,
so that employers would
know that one, that the 
individual has acquired a
NVQ or CVQ,where to put
it on the qualifications
framework or how you
could put it as part of the
structure for payment and
delivery within their or-
ganisation.”

Research/Occupational
Safety and Health Co-
ordinator at the BEC,
Melony James, agreed,
stating that they would be
especially beneficial for
those persons who have
several years of work ex-
perience, but no paper-
work to back it up and
those university students
who have the paperwork,
but do not have the work
experience.

“Not only do we want to
give certification, but we
also want to say that these
persons who we are train-
ing have the competence
to actually execute the
task and doing this,a lot of
our organisations are now
trying to open their doors
to the general public as
well to say, ‘Well, through
the BEC, you are going to
be able to gain this level 
of certification,’ but to a
student coming from the
University of the West
Indies who would have
just had the theoretical
knowledge, we are now
saying that, ‘Yes, we were
previously saying that you
only have the theoretical
and we may not want you
to be here because we do
not feel that you can actu-
ally execute the tasks that
you said you have learnt
on paper.’”

Therefore, through this
method,employers can say
that they would employ
these persons because
they are confident in their
ability to carry out the 
duties of the job.

“What we are now going
to say is that we are going
to allow you to come into
our workplace by opening
the CBTF – Competency-
Based Training Fund and
saying, ‘Well, once you
have this theoretical
knowledge, we are going 
to allow you to have that
work-based assessment.’”

(PJT)
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ONE of the responsi-
bilities of the Disaster
Emergency Organisa-
tions (DEOs) is to educate
the members of the gen-
eral public on how they
can adequately prepare
themselves, their families
and their properties from
disasters.

This is according to
General Manager of the
Co-operators General
Insurance, Anton Lovell,
who delivered the feature
address at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
of the St. James Central
DEO on Saturday
evening in the Queen’s
College (QC) School hall.

He said that given this
important task, partisan
politics must be kept out
of these organisations.“So
I want to encourage you
not to stop in your mis-
sion to ensure everyone –
man, woman and child –
understands the impor-
tance of disaster pre-
paredness. I think a call
from a high has already
been made to keep poli-
tics out of DEOs; a call
which I totally support.
This cannot be treated 
as a political football 
like many things in this
country.”

This is because disaster
preparedness involves
saving the lives of the
population and therefore,
their ability to function 

effectively before, during
and after a disaster is 
important.

“This is a very impor-
tant area, we are talking
about protecting the vul-
nerable, saving lives, a
country’s survival, one’s
own survival; there is
therefore no place for 
politics in these organi-
sations. I am therefore
calling on the powers that
be to ensure that one, that
each DEO is properly
functioning; and two, that
they are properly funded
to carry out their man-
date.

“This involves, among
other things, long hours
and making sure that per-
sons can easily identify
you as it is after a disaster
that persons are most vul-
nerable and as a result,
that is the ideal time
when persons who are 
not qualified to be dish-
ing out such advice ap-
pear out of the woodworks
to try and cheat innocent
people.

“Everyone can do any-
thing for a dollar; so-
called experts appear out
of nowhere. You have to
ensure your DEO mem-
bers are easily identifi-
able. Members should be
in this business prepared
to help others, prepared
to work long hours, be
compassionate and be
able to multitask.” (PJT)

WHEN it comes to 
disaster preparedness
and management,
Barbadians tend to
adopt a more laid back,
leisurely approach.

This is the belief of
General Manager of the
Co-operators General
Insurance, Anton Lovell,
who delivered the feature
address at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) 
of the St. James Central
Disaster Emergency
Organisation (DEO) on
Saturday evening in the
Queen’s College (QC)
School hall.

He said that this care-
free attitude associated
with the people, is as a 
result of this island not

having had to suffer
through any major hard-
ships because the basic ne-
cessities of life are usually
at our disposal.

“As you may appreciate,
we as a people are not 
accustomed to hardship.
Most things function –
water, electricity, our road
network. People complain
if water or electricity is off
for a couple hours.”

Unfortunately, this puts
this country and its citi-
zens in a vulnerable posi-
tion as putting the country
back together after one of
these disasters is not an
easy task.

“Disaster preparedness
is serious business and we
in the insurance industry,

like you, try to convince
people that disaster pre-
paredness should not be
taken lightly. When it
comes to this subject, it is
regretful that Barbadians
are a very reactive people
and I am afraid, if you are
not properly prepared
after a disaster, the coun-
try could be set back years

and I am sure Barbadians
will find the after effects
very difficult.”

Lovell said that this is
why preparedness, which
involves serious planning,
is instrumental in this 
regard. Moreover,
Barbadians must also stop
stating that we would
never encounter a natural

disaster because ‘God is a
Bajan’, a common saying
that persons in this nation
tend to use, especially
when a natural disaster
that was meant to affect
this island passes us by.

Instead, Barbadians
need to be aware of the fact
that at any time a natural
disaster can strike, and

they must be prepared for
it by putting the necessary
planning mechanisms in
place.

Furthermore, persons
need to take the initiative
and do this on their own
and with their respective
families and not depend 
on the Government for
everything. (PJT)

THE achievements of ex-
traordinary Barbadians
should always be recog-
nised, celebrated and 
further facilitated, and 
recently, leading telecom-
munications company,
Digicel, did just that by
providing a major boost to
Barbados’ first visually im-
paired Exhibition winner,
Janeil Odle.

In an effort to assist the
young lady with her con-
tinuing studies, which in-
clude the pursuit of a law
degree from the University
of the West Indies, where
she is currently enrolled,
Digicel recently presented
her with a Standalone
Reading Appliance
(SARA), a device which
will enable Janeil to trans-
late the mountains of writ-

ten material she will en-
counter during her jour-
ney into audio files for ease
of use.

Commercial Operations
Director with Digicel
(Barbados) Limited,Tanya
Menzies-Beckford, said as
soon as the company be-
came aware of Janeil and
her amazing journey, they
reached out to her to see
how they could provide her
with support.

“Janeil’s journey was
brought to our attention
by one of our staff mem-
bers and we quickly
arranged a meeting with
her and her mother.We en-
quired about her needs,es-
pecially given that she was
about to embark on proba-
bly the greatest challenge
of her life by attending

UWI and enrolling in 
a very demanding pro-
gramme.Of all of the types
of assistance she identi-
fied,she seemed most keen
on the reading appliance,
so we immediately con-
tacted an overseas sup-
plier to order the device.
Janeil’s story is certainly
an extraordinary one and
recognising certainly fits
squarely in line with our
brand promise of high-
lighting the extraordinary
that is all around. We will
continue to support Janeil,
as well as encourage her
to share her story of per-
sistence and determina-
tion with young people
across Barbados.”

In accepting the dona-
tion,Janeil stated that this
would certainly make her

life a lot easier over the
next few years.

“Unfortunately, much of
the reading material re-
quired for a number of my
courses, especially those
related to Caribbean Law,
are not available in E-book
format. Therefore, I have
to rely heavily on friends
and family to read the con-
tent of these books to me,
which would obviously be
a challenge long term.This
device will now eliminate
that and allow me to di-
gest the information at my
own pace, making it much
easier for me to success-
fully pursue this journey.
I’d like to thank Digicel for
their kind assistance and
for reaching out to me. I
certainly did not expect it,
but I’m very appreciative.”

Visually impaired scholar, Janeil Odle (centre), using Braille to read the instructions for her new Standalone
Reading Appliance, which was donated to her by Digicel (Barbados) Limited, represented here by
Commercial Operations Director, Tanya Menzies-Beckford (right). Also pictured is Janeil’s mother, Heather.

Barbadians too reactive, says Lovell

Visually impaired scholar 
gets major boost from Digicel

‘DEOs responsible
for educating
public on disaster
preparedness’
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He said that this probably has to do
with the fact that when it comes to loss
from these disasters,many persons often
tend to think that those are the kind of
things that happen to other people and
not themselves.

Yet, more often than not, it is these
same exact persons that suffer the great-
est loses.“Too many times, too many per-
sons are of the opinion that losses would
not impact them,that the losses would af-
fect someone else. Yet you and I know
only too well and witness for ourselves,
persons homes being destroyed by fire,
homes flooded out, homes burglarised,
vehicles running off the road into proper-
ties and how many times we hear that
these properties are not insured.”

It is with this in mind that this lack of
getting insurance must be worrisome
trend not just for the insurance compa-
nies, but for the general public, and they
must not use the excuse that these com-
panies are charging too much especially
during this recession because quite the
opposite is true, said Lovell.

“Too many properties are out there not
insured and this has to be a concern for
the country. Please don’t point your fin-
gers at the general insurance industry; in
this period of recession, insurance pre-

miums have plummeted downwards,
companies have been giving policyholders
longer periods to pay premiums, some
offer extended coverage. It’s a buyers’
market in the insurance industry right
now. Can you imagine paying an annual
premium of $450.00 for a house valued at
$100,000.00?  That is less than $40.00 a
month.” (PJT)

Lack of insurance
a worrisome trend

General Manager of Co-Operators
General Insurance, Anton Lovell.

     



Monday February 9, 2015 • 5The Barbados Advocate

By Ashlee Cox

ONE Bishop has challenged the
Nation of Barbados to not play the
blame game, but to get back on
with the programme.

That same Bishop is not only con-
vinced that Barbados has all of the
human resources it needs to face its
multitude of challenges, but he has
also suggested that the Christian
Church needs to take the lead in hold-
ing others accountable, as well as
inviting others to work in unity for the
good and well-being of Barbados.

This came from The Rt. Revd Peter
Fenty, Area Bishop of York-Simcoe in
the Diocese of Toronto, as he presented
the sermon at the Annual Diocesan
Service which was held at the Garfield
Sobers Sports Complex, under the
theme, ‘Using our Gifts to Build up the
Body of Christ’.

“There are a number of concerns
that presently face Barbados. Of
course one of the major ones is the eco-
nomic concern, the concerns of where
you are in the island nation economi-
cally and how that is impacting upon
the lives of many people. Some were
losing jobs, some are having it really
hard to make a decent living, but I
want to throw out a challenge. It does-
n’t help to stand and point fingers,
even if there may be some legitimacy
to doing so. We need to get on with the
programme of working together and
the Church needs to take the lead,” he

surmised.
When it came to the challenges of

violence – domestic violence and vio-
lence among young people, for instance
gangs and ‘persons who freely shoot
at each other’ – he encouraged the
need of the Church to be an influence
in the lives of others, to tackle these
challenges and together with others,

work for the common good, so that the
church and the Spirit of God may
make a difference in the life of this
nation.

“God continues to provide people
equipped to contribute to the well-
being and the development of our na-
tion and to restore our island to a state
of healthiness,” he stated.

VALUES from Page 1

“Brothers and sisters, each of us has
a role to play in the building of this is-
land nation. Each of us has a role to
play in making wrong right; each of us
has a role to play in creating an atmos-
phere of real neighbourliness in our
communities and in all the places that
we find ourselves,” he noted.

“Let us in the confidence and love of
God, trust God that God can make the
difference in the lives of individuals
and in the lives of our nation, because…
if we believe what we say, then we can
have reassurance that with God all
things are possible. That God can make
a difference in the lives of many across
this nation.”

Stating that we need to see a re-emer-
gence of the kind of values that saw
people being true neighbours to each
other, where they cared and looked out
for one another, he admitted that while
he was mindful of the different age they
were living in now, he did not see that
as a deterrent in regaining these val-
ues.

Rev. Fenty also encouraged the con-
gregation to understand that God has
a mission for the island and they
needed to join in with that mission
through the church by using the unique
gifts that had been provided with.

Each of us has
a role to play

Resources here to overcome challenges

Social Care Minister Steve Blackett and his wife Eleanor during the service.
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THE West Terrace
Primary School PTA has
partnered with The
Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic’s Building
Division for acquisition of
six cupboards the school
had requested.

The school had
expressed a need for six
cupboards to be built and
it was agreed that the
SJPP’s Building Division

would be the right fit.And
also, it would provide a
great opportunity for the
team of young students to
gain some extra hands on
training. The Principal of
SJPP, Hector Belle was
contacted and he
immediately agreed to the
collaboration. The PTA
supplied the materials
and the project was a
success!

THE Barbados
Community College
wants to see old
partnerships with the
private sector thrive
along with the
formation of new links,
so that the institution
can help Barbados
achieve some of its
developmental goals.

Proud of the seven-year
partnership between the
Barbados Community
College (BCC) Hospitality
Institute and Banks
Holdings Ltd. (BHL), the
Principal of the College,
Gladstone Best wants to
see more of these linkages
being explored to the
benefit of the country.

With the second
semester in this academic
year 2014-2015 having
just commenced, and in
the wake of the launch of
the 2015 Calendar
produced as a result of
collaboration between the
students at the Institute
and BHL, he asserted
that collaboration
between the educational
institution and the
private sector is crucial.

In a recent interview
with The Barbados
Advocate, he stressed,
“Partnership is extremely
important in life, but in
education particularly
where the education has
to be supported by the
practical work that goes
from the theoretical and
practical that begins in
the lab and in the
workshop, and extends
into the wider arena.”

Highlighting Technical
and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET), he
urged, “With the
expansion of the technical
and vocational training,
there are a number of

partnerships that we
have to develop with
industry, businesses and
industry, and we are
working on some of those
partnerships.”

Speaking further to the
work being conducted in
relation to renewable
energy, Best said, “As we
speak we have
photovoltaic, renewable
energy, and those are
partnerships that we will
continue to develop so
that we can rollout
training and have
renewable energy grow
and develop in Barbados.”

Focusing on this area,
he explained that the
College would be in a
strategic position to help
advance the
Government’s agenda for
reducing the dependence
on fossil fuels within the
allotted time frame.

He said, “Government
has set targets for what
proportion of the energy
should be renewable and
we would most certainly
like to help the
Government to achieve its
target and surpass it if
necessary, and that we
would want to do through
training and therefore,
developing partnerships
with industry and with
other educational
institutions will help us
to be able to do that.”

Hence, though
cognisant that in “these
days when it is very tight,
economic times,
companies are watching
very carefully how the
marketing dollars are
spent,” Best still
beseeched entities to put
aside funds to assist the
institution, through the
development of a good
partnership. (KG)

Proud of 7-year
partnership

West Terrace
Primary School PTA
partners with SJPP

Immediate past president of the West Terrace PTA, Keisha James presenting Ms. Reva Martin Senior
Accountant of SJPP a token of appreciation for the school’s efforts. (From left) Euclid Sivers Head of
Building Division,  Dorset Hurdle, Instructor in Cabinet and Furniture making and also Deputy Principal Ian
Drakes along with the students who participated in the building of the cupboards were also present.



REVEREND Anthony
Sobers has been named
as the new
superintendent in the
Ebenezer Circuit based
in St. Philip, to replace
the Reverend Pearson
Blackman, who has
reached the age of
retirement.

President and General
Superintendent of the
South Caribbean District,
Reverend Dr. Cuthbert
Edwards made the
announcement recently,
during a press conference
convened in the Colton
Bennett Conference Room
of the Sarah Ann Gill
Vestry of the James Street
Methodist Church, to
outline some of the
decisions taken at the
conclusion of the 195th
triennial conference of the
South Caribbean District
of the Methodist Church
in the Caribbean and the
Americas. Reverend
Edwards noted that
superintendents for all ten
circuits in the region were
“appointed and re-
appointed”. The South
Caribbean District of the
Methodist Church in the
Caribbean and the
Americas includes the
nations of St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Grenada,
Trinidad and Tobago and
Barbados.

“Barefoot preacher”
controversy addressed

Meanwhile, Sobers, who
also serves as Secretary to
the South Caribbean
District, noted that he is
looking forward to serving
in his new capacity as
superintendent of the
Ebenezer Circuit, one of
the largest growing areas
for the church. He
however acknowledged
that there may be some
challenges, but additional
resources have been
pledged to assist him.

Sobers’ presence will
help church forge ahead

Meanwhile, when asked
about reports of a fallout
in the Circuit given the
controversy surrounding
former Methodist
minister, Reverend
William St. Clair,
popularly known as “the
barefoot preacher”, who
initially served in that
circuit but was said to
have eventually been
stripped of his pulpit
duties after he refused to
take up duties elsewhere,
Reverend Edwards had
the following to say.

“Every person that is
accepted to the Methodist
ministry and that comes
to serve amongst us, we
could call them four
commitments. The first
one is that we have all
promised to go wherever
we are sent and there is
no condition that is
attached to that. Secondly,
we promise that we will do

nothing to injure the peace
of the church or the area in
which we are working.
Thirdly, we all promise
that we will obey those
whom the church gives the
rule over us... and fourthly,
we promise that in the
event that there is any
dispute with the church,
we will leave quietly,”
Edwards pointed out.

“Nobody enters our

ministry unless they make
those commitments and
that is only one part of it.
There are many other
things that contribute to
our ministry that we live
and work and operate by,”
he added.

“We have every
confidence that with the
Rev. Anthony Sobers’
presence in Ebenezer, that
the church which has

settled will forge ahead.
And we believe that he
will also create an
atmosphere in that circuit,
that what would have
happened in the past will
not reoccur, because we
recognise that some of it
happened as a result of
persons being not too clear
about how our church
operates in general,” Rev.
Edwards stated. (RSM)
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seek for government; for
those who are responsible
for allocating budgets to set
up proper mechanisms for
mediation. It has to be
within the confines of the
court, it has to be within a
building which can support
that and which has
immediate communication
links with those who
monitor and deal with cases
on a daily basis,” he said.

Addressing a recently
held press conference,
Khan acknowledged that
there is a backlog of cases,
also revealing that 2 500
matters were filed in the
High Court last year.

“And I can’t even begin to
imagine how many were

filed at Magistrates Court,”
he stressed.

“We have signed on to the
appointment of temporary
judges to deal with the
immediate backlogs, this is
something we have
promoted for many years
but again it requires the
will of those who can
actually make this
happen.”

The Bar president
further acknowledged:“We
have the problem with
people held on remand for
‘x’ number of years, while
files are put together for
disclosure, while issues
regarding whether they
will be admitted to bail
because they don’t have
sureties – that is a tragedy
which needs to be
addressed.” (TL)

Backlog of cases

Methodists have named new 
Superintendent for Ebenezer Circuit

President and General
Superintendent of 
the South Caribbean
District, Reverend 
Dr. Cuthbert Edwards.

       



WEST Indies cricket fans would definitely be
on top of the world if the Caribbean side is able
to win the forthcoming ICC Cricket World Cup.

Not having won the 50-overs a side tourna-
ment since back-to-back victories in 1975 and
1979 in England, victory this time around would 
be an enormous plus for the game in the
Caribbean, which has limped from one crisis to
another.

However, as all of us probably know, it is a tall
order even if we are to convince ourselves that
cricket is a game of glorious uncertainty.

For starters, West Indies will be without 
a couple of key players in Kieron Pollard, former
Captain Dwayne Bravo, and mystery spinner
Sunil Narine.

It is a development which did not escape cur-
rent captain Jason Holder of Barbados. He has
admitted that the absence of Pollard and Bravo
is a “huge loss” to West Indies’ chances at the
World Cup.

According to news reports, Holder described
the decision not to select the pair as “beyond my
control” and, in an indication that he did not
agree with their omission, pointed out “I’m not
a selector”.

Both Bravo and Pollard could tear apart any
bowling and with Narine a miserly spin bowler,
the Caribbean side would have had an excellent
balance, recognising that the camp is still made
up of a group of effective and competitive play-
ers who have the ability to deliver against all
odds.

Players like Chris Gayle, Marlon Samuels,
Darren Sammy, Kemar Roach, Andre Russell,
and Dwayne Smith still represent a potent force
in the game. Therefore, even with the absence of
the three named players, the West Indies side is
not a walk-over. In fact, they, to our reckoning,
should not be taken for granted since cricket is
played on the day – a bad performance yesterday
does not indicate that the same holds for 
tomorrow.

Many fans as well as some senior players in
the West Indies squad still want to know the ra-
tionale for omitting the two allrounders. Narine
has explained he needs more time to sort out his
bowling action, and this is quite understand-
able. However, were those two around, the West
Indies would have had a good enough chance of
winning, just as any of the other teams partici-
pating.

So apart from the wins (in 1975 and 1979, and
in 2004 when Courtney Browne and Ian
Bradshaw stunned England by pushing West
Indies to victory in the Champions Trophy), the
cupboard remains empty when it comes to tro-
phies.

Caribbean fans therefore would naturally
want to see success, even if they acknowledge
that there are still issues with West Indies
cricket.

The team has not been playing as well as they
ought to, given the talent at hand. Apart from
winning the T20 competition against South
Africa, the West Indies lost badly to the same op-
ponents in the Test and One-Day matches. They
are being led by a new captain in Jason Holder,
22, and the tournament will be a stern test for
him.

But there is still a certain degree of optimism
among Caribbean cricket fans.

Editorial

West Indies
fans hoping 
for the best

Lagos – Nobel peace laure-
ate Malala Yousafzai yes-
terday called for global
support to help release
more than 200 Nigerian
schoolgirls kidnapped by
Boko Haram, as they
marked 300 days as
hostages.

“As we mark this tragic
300th day of captivity for
hundreds of kidnapped
Nigerian schoolgirls, I call
on people everywhere to
join me in demanding ur-
gent action to free these
heroic girls,” she said.

Boko Haram fighters
seized 276 teenagers from
the Government Girls’
Secondary School in the re-
mote town of Chibok, in
Borno state, northeast
Nigeria, on the evening of
April 14 last year.

Fifty-seven managed to

escaped but 219 are still
being held, despite mili-
tary claims that they had
been located but that a res-
cue operation was too
fraught with danger to be
conducted.

The girls’ abduction and
subsequent claims from
Boko Haram leader
Abubakar Shekau that
they have been forcibly
converted to Islam or mar-
ried off sparked global out-
rage.

The hashtag
#BringBackOurGirls
trended on social media
and saw prominent fig-
ures, including US First
Lady Michelle Obama,
tweet their support,as well
as global street protests.

Malala,17,who was shot
by the Pakistani Taliban
for defying threats about

her attending school, vis-
ited Nigeria in July last
year to urge President
Goodluck Jonathan to take
action.

Jonathan has been
widely criticised for what
has been seen as a lacklus-
tre response to the 
crisis and for failing to end
the deadly, six-year insur-
gency.

Yesterday, Malala said
the government in Abuja
and the international 
community “can and must
do much more to resolve
this crisis and change 
their weak response to
date”.

“If these girls were the
children of politically or fi-
nancially powerful par-
ents, much more would be
done to free them,”the chil-
dren’s rights campaigner

added in a statement.
“But they come from an

impoverished area of
northeast Nigeria and
sadly, little has changed
since they were kid-
napped.”

Nigeria is preparing to
go to the polls to elect a
new president and parlia-
ment.

Malala said politicians
who secure a win should
commit to making the
Chibok girls’ release – 
and the education of all
Nigerian children – a pri-
ority in their first 100 days
in office.

“Let’s end this horrible
saga now. Leaders must
make sure the #Bring-
BackOurGirls effort re-
sults in a real outcome: the
return of the Chibok girls,”
she added.

Leaders scramble to avert
‘dramatic spiral’ in Ukraine

Malala calls for ‘urgent action’
to free Nigerian schoolgirls

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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MUNICH – The leaders 
of Russia, Ukraine,
Germany and France
agreed to meet in Belarus
on Wednesday to try to
broker a peace deal for
Ukraine amid escalating
violence there and signs of
cracks in the transatlantic
consensus on confronting
Vladimir Putin.

The four leaders held a
call yesterday, two days
after Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French
President Francois
Hollande travelled to
Moscow for talks with
Putin that produced no
breakthrough in the
nearly year-long conflict
that has claimed over 
5 000 lives.

After the call,
Ukraine President Petro
Poroshenko said progress
had been made and that
he was hopeful the meet-
ing in Minsk would lead to
a “swift and unconditional
ceasefire” in eastern
Ukraine, where pro-
Russian separatists have
stepped up a military of-
fensive in recent weeks,
seizing new territory.

A Ukraine military
spokesman said yesterday
that intense fighting was
continuing around the rail

junction town of Debalt-
seve, with rebel fighters
making repeated attempts
to storm lines defended by
government troops.

At a high-level security
conference in Munich over
the weekend, Merkel said
it was uncertain whether
further negotiations would
lead to a deal with Putin
but argued that all oppor-
tunities for a diplomatic
solution should be pur-
sued.

She came under sharp
criticism from US senators
Lyndsey Graham and
John McCain, both
Republican hawks, for 
opposing the sending of de-
fensive weapons to the
Ukraine army to help it
fight the separatists.

“The Ukrainians are
being slaughtered and
we’re sending them blan-
kets and meals,” McCain
said in Munich. “Blankets
don’t do well against
Russian tanks.”

US Secretary of State
John Kerry sought to play
down the differences with
Europe.

“Will we remain united?
The answer is absolutely,
positively, unequivocally
we are united, we will re-
main united,” Kerry told

the conference on Sunday,
describing any differences
as tactical rather than
strategic.

Members of the Obama
administration are also be-
lieved to be sceptical about
arming Ukraine but the
president faces intense
pressure from a
Republican-led Congress
to act.

The Germans believe
sending weapons to a de-
pleted Ukraine army
would not improve its
chances against sepa-
ratists armed with “unlim-
ited” supplies of Russian
military equipment.

They also fear that deliv-
ering arms would interna-
tionalise the conflict, play-
ing into the hands of
Putin,who has painted the
crisis as a western plot to
weaken Russia.

Merkel to Washington
Merkel, 60, flew to
Washington yesterday for
talks with Obama. A
Russian speaker who grew
up behind the Iron
Curtain in East Germany,
she has taken the lead in
pursuing a diplomatic so-
lution to the conflict,
speaking with Putin by
phone dozens of times over

the past year and meeting
with him in Moscow,
Sydney and Milan in re-
cent months.

But German officials say
Putin has shown little ap-
petite for compromise and
they acknowledge in pri-
vate that he has repeat-
edly broken promises in
the past.

One senior official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the
Russian leader might have
little incentive to clinch a
peace deal now, while pro-
Russian rebels are mak-
ing gains on the ground in
eastern Ukraine.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov,
who in Munich accused
the West of turning a blind
eye to ethnic cleansing by
Kiev-backed militias, said
yesterday that he expected
the Minsk meeting to yield
“important decisions”.

But German and French
officials were more circum-
spect, and Putin said 
on Sunday after the call
with Merkel,Hollande and
Poroshenko that the
Minsk meeting could only
happen on Wednesday 
“if by then we have 
managed to agree our 
positions”.

          

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=mailto:news@barbadosadvocate.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=http://www.barbadosadvocate.com
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ONE of the goals that
the Barbados Em-
ployers’ Confederation
(BEC) hopes to
achieve through the
National Vocational
Qualifications (NVQs)
and Caribbean Voca-
tional Qualifications
(CVQs), which they are
developing with part-
ner organisations such
as the Technical and
Vocational Education
and Training (TVET)
Council, is to help

Barbadians be in a bet-
ter position to secure
employment in today’s
tough job market.

This is coming from
Research/Occupational
Safety and Health
Coordinator at the BEC,
Melony James, who spoke
to the media recently at a
press conference to dis-
cuss the launch of their
Competency Based
Education – NVQ’s and
CVQs –  at the BEC head-
quarters.

“We would have done
our own strategic plan-
ning to really evaluate
what it is that we are of-
fering to the public and
how it is that we can
make our employers bet-
ter…and after doing that
and sitting down with
some of our partners and
our employers, we re-
alised that it is not only
helping ourselves at the
BEC offer courses that
give a level of certifica-
tion.”

She said that when em-
ployees are armed with
this type of qualification,
which is proof of their
skills, employers can no
longer say that these can-
didates are not qualified
enough to fill the vacant
position at their company.

“So you are going
through the prior learn-
ing experience – because
we learn everyday – there
is something that we do
that we can say well yes-
terday I did not know

this, but today I can exe-
cute on what my knowl-
edge was before.

“So now, with the BEC
being here, we are going
to say, ‘Employers you no
longer have to say that I
can’t take you because
you are not competent’,
but working with my
partner, I can say that
once you have been
through their pro-
gramme, once you came
out of the University of
the West Indies, second-

ary school or you have not
even been there before,
but you have practical
working knowledge of
this particular occupa-
tional area, we are say-
ing once you go through
this process and are certi-
fied, that we would be
willing to take you on as
an employee once you can
say that these are the
skills, aptitudes and atti-
tudes that you would
process.”

(PJT)

Organisation aiming to help Barbadians get qualified

MEMBERS of the Drug
Squad have formally
charged Norma Veronica
Hinkson,52 years,and her
son Denmar McCarthy
Saffrey, 29 years, both re-
siding at Smith Corner,
Sargeant’s Village, Christ
Church, jointly with the of-
fences of: possession of
cannabis; possession with
intent to supply; traffick-
ing; and cultivation of
cannabis.

Hinkson received an ad-
ditional charge of permit-
ting premises to be used
for handling a controlled
drug, to wit cannabis.

On Saturday February
7, 2015, a warrant to
search was executed at the
premises occupied by
Norman Hinkson and her
son Denmar McCarthy
Saffrey at Sergeant’s
Village, Christ Church.
Five cannabis plants
under cultivation were 
discovered and seized.

Norma Hinkson and
Denmar Saffrey appeared
at the District A Magis-
trates Court on February
7,2015,and pleaded guilty
to all charges. Hinkson
was fined $1000 on the
charge of trafficking,
$1000 on the charge of cul-
tivation, and $1500 on the
charge of permitting prem-
ises to be used for handling
a controlled drug. These
fines are to be paid in six
months or six months in
prison. She was CRD on
the remaining charges.

Saffrey was fined $1000
on the charge of traffick-
ing, and a $1000 on the
charge of cultivation.
These fines are to be paid
in four months or six
months in prison. He was
CRD on the remaining
charges.

Mother, son
charged 
with drug
offences
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TWO scholarships will be on offer at the
upcoming Queens of Gospel Show being
hosted by Gold Coast Records.

According to President of Gold Coast
Records Ronnie Morris, the scholarships
will go to one male and one female tak-
ing up studies in Barbados.

“We will be giving two young people
scholarships to pursue studies at either
BIMAP, the Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic, the Barbados Community
College or the University of the West
Indies. Each person will be given BDS 
$1 000 to assist in offsetting the cost of
their studies at any one of the listed in-
stitutions, as long as proof of acceptance
of the student is provided,” Morris said.

Queens of Gospel, which is being
hosted by Gold Coast Records
Incorporated in association with Trimart
Supermarkets, comes to the Garfield
Sobers Gymnasium on February 21st
and 22nd at 8 p.m. each night.

On the first night, Grammy-winning
mega-star Yolanda Adams, Destiny’s
Child vocalist and gospel star Michelle
Williams will be joined by local gospel
divas Neesha Woodz, Toni Norville,
Samantha Gooden and Laurianne.

On the second night, Gospel’s best-sell-
ing female of all time, ten-time Grammy
winner CeCe Winans will be joined by
multi-platinum superstar Erica
Campbell of Mary Mary and the leg-

endary Shirley Murdock, along with the
gospel debut of Barbadian songstress
Terencia Coward and the Caribbean’s
Queen of Gospel herself, Sister Marshall!
Both nights will be hosted by Carita Dee 
and Barbadian Gospel icon Paula 
Hinds.

All patrons are asked to bring canned
food items to be donated to the Barbados
Vagrants and Homeless Society each
night of the event.

Tickets are available at Shell Black
Rock, Rubis Wildey, all Things 
Gospel outlets, all outlets of Trimart
Supermarkets, online viaTicketpal.com
or delivery hotline 232-4103.

(RSM)

By Regina Selman Moore

GOLD Coast Records has teamed up
once again with the Barbados
Vagrants and Homeless Society
(BVHS) to embark on a major char-
itable drive to assist the nation’s
homeless.

During a recent press conference con-
vened at the BVHS, Barbados Music
Awards (BMA) Director Ronnie Morris
handed over a number of non-perishable
food items to the BVHS, which 
were collected as part of a food drive 
initiative held for the 10th Annual
Barbados Music Awards earlier this 
year.

Morris,who heads Gold Coast Records,
noted that a similar food drive will be in
effect for the record label’s upcoming
Queens of Gospel show.

Queens of Gospel takes place in
Barbados on February 21st and 22nd at
the Garfield Sobers Gymnasium at 8
p.m. each night, and the show will fea-
ture Grammy award winners Erica
Campbell, CeCe Winans, Yolanda 
Adams and Destiny’s Child vocalist
Michelle Williams, along with 
a stellar cast of Barbadian gospel divas,
including Neesha Woodz, Paula Hinds,
Toni Norville, Laurianne and the leg-
endary Sister Marshall.

Calypso icon Terencia Coward will also
be making her gospel debut before what
is expected to be a packed Garfield
Sobers Gymnasium on the second 
night.

Morris noted that he is inviting mem-
bers of the pubic attending the events
over the two nights to bring with them
non-perishable food items and toiletries,
which will be presented to the BVHS
during the show by the gospel artistes
themselves.

Companies are also encouraged to get
involved, offering various items for auc-
tion on the nights as well.

Food drive
to help
homeless

President of Gold Coast Records Ronnie Morris (right) speaks about the upcoming Queens of Gospel show, in the company
of Chairman of the Barbados Vagrants & Homeless Society (BVHS), Kemar Saffrey.

Two scholarships on offer at gospel show
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ST. JOHN’S, Antigua –
The Antigua based-
regional airline, LIAT, on

Friday sought to assure
commuters that its
Avions de Transport

Regional (ATR) aircraft
were safe following
queries it has been re-
ceiving in the aftermath
of the deadly crash of an
ATR in Taiwan earlier
last week.

The pilots of TransAsia
Airways Flight GE235
were reported to have
grappled with problems
with both engines before
the plane clipped a bridge
and crashed into a river,
killing dozens of people,
Taiwan’s Aviation Safety
Council said on Friday.

It said the stall warn-
ing went off in the cockpit

five times, starting from
about 37 seconds after
takeoff, the aviation
agency told reporters, cit-
ing information from the
aircraft’s flight recorders.

LIAT, which expressed
condolences to the fami-
lies of those killed in the
disaster, said as one of the
operators of the Avions de
Transport Regional (ATR)
aircraft in the Caribbean,
it has received queries
from different quarters
about the ATR aircraft in
the aftermath of the ac-
cident.

“In addition to the oper-

ators in the Caribbean,
many airlines around the
world operate ATR air-
craft with a combined
total of more than 5000
flights per day.

“For 58 years, the safety
of our passengers and
crew has always been
paramount in our plans
and this continues to be
our highest priority,” the
airline said in a state-
ment.

It said that the
European Aviation Safety
Authority (EASA) is the
multi-national safety and
airworthiness oversight

body and the regulator of
the manufacturer, ATR.

“Both parties, having
safety as their paramount
concern, will assess the
need for any directives to
be issued for the world-
wide fleet, if necessary.To
date, EASA has not is-
sued any such directive.”

LIAT said that its own
regulator, the Eastern
Caribbean Civil Aviation
Authority (ECCAA) is
guided by any such direc-
tive and LIAT “would en-
sure our immediate com-
pliance in the event of any
directive being issued”.

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – The family
of Caribbean Airlines
(CAL) director, Azad
Niamat, who has been
reported missing since
January 29, is offering
a reward as they con-
tinue the search for the
retired pilot.

While the relatives did

not disclose the amount of
money being offered for
the information, they said
it would be paid to the in-
formant if the information
is accurate and leads to
his recovery.

Niamat, 69, is reported
to have left his home in
Chaguanas in central
Trinidad on January 29,

said he was going to pur-
chase a part for a wireless
router and has not been
seen since.

His burgundy coloured
Toyota Prado has been
found and appeared not
to have been tampered
with.

A relative told reporters
that Niamat had pressed

his GPS (Global
Positioning System) in his
van which sent a message
to his daughter in Florida.

But the father of two
has not been found. Police
are also assisting in the
search.

The family said they
have not received any
ransom demands.

LIAT re-assures passengers following deadly ATR crash in Taiwan

TRINIDAD’S former
Attorney General,
Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj, says the ap-
pointment of the director
of the Police Complaints
Authority (PCA) cannot
not be revoked by the
president.

In an address to the na-
tion last Monday, Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar urged the pres-

ident to revoke the ap-
pointment of PCA direc-
tor, David West, because
he failed to disclose that
he was a witness in the
defamation lawsuit in-
volving former Attorney
General Anand Ramlogan
and Opposition Leader 
Dr. Keith Rowley.

That allegation is cur-
rently the subject of a 
police investigation.

However, Maharaj in an
open letter to President
Anthony Carmona on
Friday, said it would be an
error in law if he heeded a
call from the prime minis-
ter to revoke West’s ap-
pointment. The former
AG, who was fired by the
prime minister, pointed
out to the president that
he did not have the power
or jurisdiction to do so.

Embattled former T&T AG says
PCA director cannot be fired

Reward offered for Caribbean Airlines
director missing since late January

Caribbean Airlines (CAL) Director, Azad Niamat.
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IN the midst of a rag-
ing controversy last
week between Police
Complaints Authority
Director David West
and then attorney gen-
eral Anand Ramlogan
over witness tamper-
ing, a fourth Cabinet
reshuffle mere months
before the next general
election, and the firing
of two People’s
Partnership (PP) min-
isters, a recent poll has
shown that if a general
election were called
now, Trinidad and
Tobago Prime Minister
Kamla Persad-
Bissessar would be the
top choice for this
country’s next PM over
People’s National
Movement (PNM)
leader Dr. Keith
Rowley.

However, the poll also
revealed that voters would
support the PNM over the
UNC or PP Government
because the PNM was
seen as the most experi-
enced party in existence.
While Persad-Bissessar
was credited with doing a
good job and trying to im-
prove the lives of citizens
in the last 57 months, she
was given a thumbs down
for lack of leadership
skills, not following up on
election promises,and fail-
ing to be more assertive
with her Cabinet.

Those polled felt Rowley
could achieve first world
status and has true
courage and leadership.
These were some of the

findings in a Trinidad
Guardian poll conducted
and supervised by Prof.
Derek Chadee, director 
of the ANSA McAL
Psychological Research
Centre, University of the
West Indies,St.Augustine.
The poll, a nation-wide
survey held from January
29 to February 3, inter-
viewed 507 respondents
over the age of 18 selected
by a random digit dialling
method.

The intention of this
survey was to assess pop-

ular opinion on a number
of major issues. Overall,
the sample comprised 
35 per cent Afro-
Trinidadians, 39 per cent
Indo-Trinidadians, 25 per
cent Mixed persons and
one per cent other groups.
More than half of the sam-
ple was female at 53 per
cent. The margin of error
is plus or minus four per
cent.

A total of 34 per cent of
the respondents voted 
in favour of Persad-
Bissessar, while Rowley

trailed closely behind with
24 per cent. Interestingly,
25 per cent were unde-
cided. Three per cent said
they would throw their
support behind Trade

Minister Vasant Bharath,
while Independent Liberal
Party leader Jack Warner
attained two per cent.

One per cent of the re-
spondents said they would

give Prakash Ramadhar,
David Abdulah, Patrick
Manning and Penelope
Beckles the nod, while
Stacy Roopnarine, Faris
Al-Rawi,Gary Griffith and
Basdeo Panday were given
less than one per cent.

Eight per cent gave no
answer. The “undecided”
group was somewhat
equally distributed with
37 per cent Afro-
Trinidadians, 32 per cent
Mixed and 30 per cent
Indo-Trinidadians.

The poll showed that fe-
males were more likely to
support Persad-Bissessar
than Rowley.

When respondents were
asked: “If a general elec-
tion were held today,
which political party
would you vote for?” The
PNM came out on top with
21 per cent. Following
closely behind was the PP
with 18 per cent,while the
UNC acquired 13 per cent.

The COP and ILP cap-
tured one per cent, while
MSJ got less than one per
cent. Only five per cent
gave a “no response” an-
swer, while one per cent
did not vote. Surprisingly,
39 per cent were unde-
cided.

BOOKED up!
That is the word from

hoteliers in Port-of-Spain
and environs regarding
tourist bookings for
Carnival 2015, with a
number of places having
been fully booked months
ago.

Executive Director of
the Trinidad Hotels,
Restaurants and Tourism
Association (THRTA),
Louanna Chai-Alves, re-
ported that hotels in Port-
of-Spain and environs
have full occupancy for
Carnival up to February
17 (Carnival Tuesday)
99.9 per cent of hotel
rooms are sold out.She re-
ported that THRTA has
18 member hotels in Port-
of-Spain and environs
representing 1 600 hotel
rooms.

She noted the rooms,
reserved for four to five
nights, had been paid for
before the end of 2014.
The occupancy increases
from this Wednesday,
February 11, and there 
is full occupancy from
Carnival Friday. On Ash
Wednesday the majority
of visitors depart.

“This has been the
trend for the past four to
five years,” she said.

Chai-Alves noted that
Port-of-Spain is more or
less at capacity for five
nights so it is difficult to
expand any more in that
direction and expressed
hope that through the
Tourism Development
Company (TDC), they
could extend sales outside
of five-night period. She
said visitors can be per-
suaded to come two to
three weeks before
Carnival weekend and
enjoy pre-Carnival activi-
ties like Panorama and
Calypso shows.To accom-
plish this would involve
packaging and promotion
of these events and the
THRTA would have to
work very closely with the
TDC to put these on their
calendar of activities, she
said.

Chai-Alves noted too
that hotels in other parts
of the country, such as
South and Central
Trinidad, do not usually
sell out and remain with
rooms. She said currently
these hotels still have
available rooms .

Hassel Thom, general
manager at Cara Suites
Hotel and Conference
Centre in Claxton Bay,
said they have received

some bookings but
Carnival was not as vi-
brant in the South as it 
is in Port-of-Spain.

“We should see more
spillover but they (visi-
tors) predominantly go to
Port-of-Spain,” he said.

Chai-Alves also noted
bed and breakfast facili-
ties were also fully
booked, even before the
major hotels, many of
them having a strong core
of repeat guests so they
tend to be booked
Carnival to Carnival.

Small Tourism
Accommodation Owners
of TT President, Denise
Aleong-Thomas, con-
firmed that the associa-
tion has recorded 100 per
cent occupancy in Port-of-
Spain and environs and
some places had bookings
as early as July and
August last year.

Aleong-Thomas said
the full occupancy has
been a continuing trend
and more or less the
same. She also pointed
out the fears that
Carnival may be can-
celled due to the threat of
Ebola did not have any
impact on their bookings.

“So far it will be a good
season,” she added.

Fully booked for Carnival

Under the watchful eye of her security detail, Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar
greets patrons at Friday’s Heatwave Carnival All-Inclusive fete held at the Queen’s Park Oval on Tragarete
Road in Port-of-Spain.

Persad-Bissessar still favourite for PM
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HINTS have been
dropped that the re-
sults of the Monday,
May 11, General and
Regional elections
could be delivered by
the next day.

“The CEO (Chief
Elections Officer Keith
Lowenfield) is hinting
(to) me that we will sur-
prise the nation by giving
them the election results
the next day, which is 
the Tuesday afternoon,”
Dr. Steve Surujbally,
Chairman of the Guyana
Elections Commission
(GECOM), said in an in-
terview with the Guyana
Chronicle.

Since President
Donald Ramotar an-
nounced May 11 as the
day Guyanese return to
the polls, there have been
comments on the time-
frame within which the
results would be de-
clared. Legally, GECOM
has 16 days to officially
declare the outcome of
General and Regional
elections. However, Dr.
Surujbally says announc-
ing results the next day
is a possibility, although
there are external factors
that need to be consid-

ered in order for this to
be a reality.

Those factors, he said,
include the fact that po-
litical parties have 12
hours after polls have
been closed to call for a
recount as they see fit,
given that their repre-
sentatives would have
been present during the
initial count.

The logistics of ma-
noeuvring Guyana’s ge-
ography is another con-
sideration, the GECOM
Chairman disclosed.

“All the factors will be
taken into consideration
to get the result out,” he
said.

In the meantime, Dr.
Surujbally expressed
confidence that
GECOM’s efforts are 
progressing apace in the
lead-up to May 11.

“Our timelines are
moving according to
plan. I am enthused by
the progress we are mak-
ing,” he said.

Fabulous elections
Asked about his expec-
tations for the 2015
General and Regional
Elections, the GECOM
Chairman was opti-

mistic. “These elections
will be fabulous. I have
no doubt. My team, the
way they are working,
enthuses me with pride,”
he said.

Dr. Surujbally did,
however, acknowledge
concerns about the up-
coming polls, but
matched this with hope.
He said, “I do have some
concerns: because of his-
tory and historical devo-
lutions relative to elec-
tions management and
the electoral politics, as
well as voting and ballot-
ing, we have had the se-
quelae of elections that
were inimical to the in-
terest of the country.

“…The last two elec-
tions went turbulence-
free, and I am hoping
that we continue in this
direction, so that any
doubts or concerns that I
may have will be allayed.
I am hoping that there
will not be turbulence.”

Code of conduct
The GECOM Chairman
added that all contesting
political parties would be
expected to sign onto a
code of conduct which
guides their actions over

the next few months,
until May 11.

“Political parties will, I
am sure, sign; and as
they did last time, adhere
to the tenets within the
code of conduct for polit-
ical parties. They may
even improve upon the
code of conduct,” he said.

Dr. Surujbally said
Guyana can ill-afford a
backward step at this
moment, considering the
progress that has been
made. “We cannot afford,
as a country progressing
into the developed world
– and we have every op-
portunity (to do so) be-
cause of our natural re-
sources and the ability of
our people to rule and
manage – we cannot do
this if there is bloodlet-
ting, where there are
vexations to the point
where it boils over.

“We have had this in
the past, and it took us
decades to get over. I do
not want, at least not 
on my watch, for this to
happen.”

Going the route of
“bloodletting” would be
an unforgivable move,
the GECOM Chairman
posited. GECOM Chairman, Dr. Steve Surujbally.

Elections results could be declared
by next day, says Dr. Surujbally

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
– The United States
Department of Justice
(DOJ) says a former ser-
geant from the Police of
Puerto Rico (POPR) has
been sentenced to serve
101 months in prison 
for his involvement in a
July 2012 home invasion
robbery in the town
Bayamon.

The DOJ said another
former officer was also
sentenced to serve 24
months in prison for
lying to US federal

agents about his role in
the same robbery and for
his participation in a sec-
ond, unrelated robbery.

Jorge Fernandez-
Aviles, 49, of Carolina,
Puerto Rico, pleaded
guilty on October 7, 2014,
to robbery and firearms
charges, and was sen-
tenced to 101 months in
prison.

According to admis-
sions made in connection
with his guilty plea, on
July 14, 2012, Sergeant
Fernandez and other offi-

cers, armed with their
weapons, robbed a house
in Bayamon.

They drove to the rob-
bery in a marked patrol
car loaned to them by a
POPR officer, the DOJ
said.

On entering the house,
the officers identified
themselves as police,
falsely claimed they were
executing a search war-
rant, and searched and
detained the individuals
who were present.

They then stole money

and cocaine.
Fernandez-Aviles later

received payment from
the proceeds of the sale of
the stolen cocaine for his
participation in the rob-
bery.

Former Officer
Alexander Mir-
Hernandez, 40, of
Carolina, Puerto Rico
pleaded guilty on
October 3, 2014, to mak-
ing false statements to
federal agents and to a
separate civil rights
crime in connection with

a December 2013 rob-
bery, and was sentenced
to serve 24 months in
prison.

According to admis-
sions made in connection
with his guilty plea,
when he was interviewed
by FBI agents in June
2014, Mir made several
false statements and
falsely denied providing
the patrol car that was
used to commit the July
2012 robbery.

Mir also admitted to
stealing thousands of

dollars in drug traffick-
ing proceeds from a
money courier at Luis
Munoz Marin
International Airport in
December 2013 while he
was on.

Both defendants were
sentenced by US District
Judge José Antonio
Fusté of the District of
Puerto Rico.

The remaining four 
defendants are sched-
uled to be sentenced in
February and March of
this year.

Former police officers in Puerto Rico jailed for robbery

New York City, NY: 03°C
Miami, Florida: 24°C
Toronto, Canada: -10°C
London, UK: 04°C
Beijing, China: -11°C

High: 6:54 a.m.
and 7:05 p.m.

Low: 12:33 a.m.
and 1:01 p.m.

Yesterday: 0 mm
For the year: 2.2 mm
For the month: 69.5 mm

Fair to partly cloudy with a
few brief isolated showers.

Max: 29.5°C
Min: 22.6°C

6:02 p.m.6:23 a.m.

      



THE ability of the
University of the West
Indies (UWI) Mona to
conduct more policy
changing research has
been hampered by a
lack of funding which
has seen many re-
search work stalled at
the preliminary stage.

Currently, the university
spends close to $1 billion of
its $16 billion budget on
research, but Deputy
Principal of UWI Mona,
Professor Ishenkumba
Kahwa, said that this is
still far from adequate,
given the expenses associ-
ated with research.

The professor was part
of a panel of senior univer-
sity staff updating the
Jamaica Observer Press
Club at the newspaper
head office in Kingston on
Thursday, on the institu-
tion’s 16th staging of the
annual Research Days ex-
hibition scheduled to run
from tomorrow through to
Wednesday at the UWI,
Mona.

According to Professor
Kahwa, a significant por-
tion of that money is
sourced from external
sources and measures
have since been put in
place in a bid to go after

even more funding.
“We are not doing very

well as a country or as a re-
gion when it comes to re-
search and development.
As a country we are not
putting our investments
into research and develop-
ment to the extent that is
required to produce the
benefits that we need for
our industries,” Kahwa
said.

Countries, he said, had
previously agreed during
a meeting in South Africa
that if developing coun-
tries are not investing
about one per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) on research and de-
velopment it is going to be
very difficult to generate
the knowledge that is
needed at a rate that is
conducive to development.

The international
benchmark for investment
in research is approxi-
mately one per cent.

“Our region, depending
on who you ask, spends
less than .01 per cent,
therefore our research in-
stitutions around the
country do require an infu-
sion of resources to be able
to do what they should do,”
he argued.

Professor Kahwa
pointed to several pieces
of research which have
stalled because of the lack
of funding, among them
the nutraceutical research
and other works in chem-
istry and natural products.

“There is some work in
chemistry or natural prod-
ucts, for example, that is
desirous of some invest-
ment and because indus-
try that would have con-
sumed this information
hasn’t come forward to in-
vest in it, it is becoming
quite a bit difficult to do
it,” the deputy principal
told the Sunday Observer
Press Club.

He explained that re-
search consists of four
stages names, the first
which is the blue sky, fol-
lowed by the mission, de-
velopment of the product
and the final stage which
is marketing and follow-
up.

However the financial
constraints have left a gap
on the latter two.

“And so what we will in-
sist for now is ... we are not
asking the country to fund

blue sky research. We are
simple asking the country
to invest in this area that
can actually make a differ-
ence where we can actu-
ally have an international
patent. Can we take that
patent from being an idea
that can be useful to actu-
ally developing a product
that can go on to the mar-
ket? It is a process but
without funding it is going
to be difficult, Professor
Kahwa said.

Meanwhile, as a signifi-
cant portion of the univer-
sity’s funding is derived
from international agen-
cies such as the United
Nations and the European
Union, Professor Kahwa
said that this influences
the types of research that
is done.

“The issue of relevance
of the research has that di-

mension that if we are
going to continue getting
funding from overseas we
are going to be addressing
overseas agenda and not
necessarily local agenda.
To address local agenda
you are going to need
sharply targeted funding
from local sources,”
Professor Kahwa said.

“We (the country) are
going to put aside our re-
sources to study a particu-
lar thing because it is im-
portant for us although it
might not be important to
elsewhere. It is that kind
of focus funding that we
are talking about and
there are probably agen-
cies that we are asking the
government to consider
tapping into in order to
support research that is
related to it,” he further
explained.
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PRIME MINISTER
Portia Simpson-Miller
says Jamaica must en-
sure that its roadways
are more user-friendly to
members of the disabled
community.

Mrs. Simpson-Miller
said all relevant authori-
ties have a shared re-
sponsibility to ensure
that the nation’s roads
are constructed to meet
the needs of persons with
disabilities and able-
bodied persons.

Mrs. Simpson-Miller
also is urging motorists
to give special attention
to persons with disabili-
ties who traverse the
roadways on a daily basis.

Her comments come
days after Marlon King,
an outspoken advocate
for the disabled com-
munity, was reportedly
struck and killed by a
Jamaica Urban Transit
Company (JUTC) bus in
Papine, St. Andrew.

She was addressing the

first meeting of the
National Road Safety
Council for this year held
at Jamaica House last
Thursday.

The prime minister
says in an effort to meet
the target of less than 
240 road deaths this 
year, the council needs 
to strengthen its public
education campaign by
increasing the frequency
of messages targeting
pedestrians, motorcy-
clists and drivers.

Lack of money chokes UWI
Mona’s research mission

Roadways must be safe for
the disabled, says J’ca PM

Deputy Principal of UWI Mona, Professor
Ishenkumba Kahwa.

      



MEXICO CITY – A
team of Argentine
forensics experts is
questioning Mexico’s
probe of the
disappearance of 43
students, saying that
the evidence doesn’t
support the
government’s
conclusion and that it
should be allowed to
investigate all
theories.

The Argentine Forensic
Anthropologists team,
hired on behalf of the
victims’ parents as an
independent party, issued
what it said was a list of
discrepancies in the case.
The team had access to
forensic evidence and
crime scenes along with
federal prosecutors and
Mexico’s own forensic
investigators.

Its statement said
Mexico’s government
presented biased
analyses of the scientific
evidence to support its
conclusion that the
youths were killed, their
bodies burned to ashes in
Cocula in southern
Guerrero state and their
remains thrown into a
river to hide the evidence.
So far only one of the
students has been
identified from charred
remains found at the
river.

The team “would like to
reiterate that it doesn’t
exclude the possibility
that some of the students
met the fate described by
the attorney general,” the
experts said in the
statement issued after
they met with parents.
“But in our opinion there
is no scientific evidence to
support that in the Cocula
garbage dump.”

The Attorney General’s
Office didn’t respond
Saturday to requests for
comment on the
statement from the
Argentine team, which is
a nonprofit forensic
science organisation that
investigates human right
violations around the
world. It was established
in 1984 to investigate
cases of at least 9,000
missing under
Argentina’s 1976-1983
military dictatorship.

Attorney General Jesus
Murillo Karam said Jan.
27 that based on 39
confessions, 386
declarations, 487 forensic
tests, 16 raids and two
reconstructions,
investigators concluded
that municipal police
arrested the youths in the
city of Iguala on Sept. 26

and handed them over to
the Guerreros Unidos
cartel. The government
alleges gang members
killed the students,
burned their corpses into
the next day using a huge
pyre and disposed of the
ashes.

Many groups inside
Mexico and abroad have
questioned Murillo
Karam’s conclusion as
implausible, including
that the temperature of
an open-air fire could
reach that of a
crematorium oven and
turn 43 bodies to ash.

According to the
Argentine team’s
statement, there was
satellite evidence of many
fires at the same dump in
the last four years. The
team found human
remains at the dump that
did not belong to the
students, including a
tooth belonging to a set of
dentures. None of the
students wore dentures.

The team noted the
Attorney General’s Office
made mistakes in 20
genetic profiles collected
from family members of
the 43 students that
made them unusable for
DNA matches. It said
such errors are unusual
as the process of collecting
material is simple.

The prosecutor’s office
also allowed the dump, a
key crime scene, to go
unguarded for several
weeks, permitting anyone
to plant or manipulate
evidence, the team said.
It said its members were
not present at key
moments in the
investigation, including
when the remains were
first found in and along a
river and during a Nov. 15
trip to the garbage dump
when prosecutors said
they found 42 shell
casings. The site had not
been guarded at that
point.

The team said it is
important that it have
access to the initial chain
of custody of the remains
found at the river, where
a bone fragment was
found that led to the
identification of only one
of the students,Alexander
Mora.

Murrillo Karam’s
January press conference
was seen as an effort by
the government to finally
close the case, which has
caused significant
political turmoil inside
Mexico and protests at
home and abroad. He
later said he was not
trying to close the case.
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Experts question Mexico’s missing student probe

An examiner searching for human remains in mountains outside Guerrero state, Mexico, Oct. 28, 2014.
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RALEIGH, N.C. – A U.S.
Marine who vanished from
a base in Iraq and later
wound up in Lebanon is set
to face trial more than a
decade after the puzzling
case began.

Cpl. Wassef Hassoun’s court
martial on desertion and other
charges starts Monday at Camp
Lejeune. Defense attorneys
maintain that he was
kidnapped in 2004 by
insurgents and that later, after
briefly returning to the U.S., he
became tangled up in Lebanese
courts for years.

Prosecutors say Hassoun fled
his post in Iraq because he was
unhappy with his deployment
and didn’t like how U.S. troops
treated Iraqis. However, a
September report from the
military equivalent of a grand
jury hearing acknowledges that
prosecutors could have a hard
time proving their largely
circumstantial case because of
the difficulty in tracking down
witnesses.

The case began when
Hassoun went missing from a
base in Fallujah in June 2004.
Days later, he appeared
blindfolded and with a sword
poised above his head in a photo
purportedly taken by
insurgents. An extremist group
claimed to be holding him
captive.

Not long after that, Hassoun
turned up unharmed at the U.S.

Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon,
saying he’d been kidnapped.
But officials were suspicious,
and he was brought back to
Camp Lejeune while the
military considered charging
him with desertion and counts
related to a pistol and Humvee
he’s accused of taking.

Hassoun’s case occupies some
of the same murky territory as
that of Army Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl, a soldier who left his
post in Afghanistan and was
held by the Taliban for five
years. The Army is considering
what, if any charges or
punishment Bergdahl should
face.

A lawyer for Hassoun,
Haytham Faraj, questions why
his client’s case is heading to
trial when many unauthorised
absences are handled
administratively.

“To me it doesn’t seem very
fair,” Faraj said in a recent
telephone interview.

An expert on military law
agreed that most servicemen
accused of leaving their post
receive administrative
punishment. But Philip Cave, a
retired Navy lawyer now in
private practice, said Hassoun’s
multiple absences – including
one shortly before he faced a
court hearing – may explain
why his case is being handled
with a trial.

Hassoun, a native of Lebanon
and naturalized American

citizen, enlisted in the Marine
Corps in January 2002 and
served as an Arabic translator.

Prosecutors cited witnesses
who said Hassoun didn’t like
how the U.S. was interrogating
Iraqis and that he said he
wouldn’t shoot back at Iraqis.

Intelligence documents
declassified in recent months
shed further light on the
investigation of Hassoun’s
kidnapping claim. An NCIS
report from August 2004 states
that Hassoun’s family in
Lebanon seemed genuinely
distraught after news of his
kidnapping surfaced, contacting
the U.S. Embassy in tears.

Another report said the
family told investigators that a
representative of the Hassoun
clan, made up of Sunni
Muslims, was able to negotiate
with insurgents for Hassoun’s
release. News that he later
returned to the U.S. Embassy
in Beirut “sparked a wave of
violence and retribution against
the Hassoun clan” in Tripoli,
Lebanon, a military
investigator wrote at the time.

Faraj suggested this evidence
was either ignored or withheld
from prosecutors in 2004.

“Someone at a high-enough
level with the proper clearances
knew that this man had been
abducted, and yet they brought
charges forward anyway,” Faraj
said.

After he was brought back to

Camp Lejeune in 2004,
Hassoun was allowed to visit
family in Utah. With a military
court hearing looming, Hassoun

disappeared a second time in
early 2005. Prosecutors have
said his whereabouts were
unknown for years.

AMMAN, Jordan – Jordan has
launched 56 airstrikes against
Islamic State group weapons
depots, training centers and
military barracks since
militants released a video of
them burning a Jordanian pilot
to death, Jordan’s air force chief
said yesterday.

Meanwhile, a squadron of F-
16 fighter jets from the United
Arab Emirates arrived in
Jordan. The UAE has said it is
sending the warplane to support
the kingdom, and a Jordanian
government official has said
they will participate in
airstrikes on Islamic State
group targets.

Jordanian officials vowed to
harshly retaliate for the slaying
of the pilot, Lt. Muath al-
Kaseasbeh, who was set ablaze
while trapped in a cage.

Since Thursday, the
Jordanian air force has attacked
and destroyed 56 Islamic State
targets, the air force chief, Gen.
Mansour al-Jabour, told
reporters. This includes 19
targets on the first day, 18 on the
second and 19 on the third, he
said.

“We achieved what we were
looking for: revenge for Muath,”
the general said.“And this is not
the end. This is the beginning.”

In recent days, Jordanian
officials have delivered tough
warnings to Islamic State,
saying the retaliation campaign
would not stop until the group
has been destroyed.

The United States and
several Arab allies, including
Jordan, have been striking the
Islamic State group in Syria

since Sept. 23, while warplanes
from the U.S. and other
countries have been waging an
air campaign against the
extremists in Iraq for even
longer. The campaign aims to
push back the jihadi
organisation after it took large
parts of Iraq and Syria and
declared a “caliphate.”

Al-Jabour said coalition
planes have flown 5,500 sorties
since the beginning of the air
campaign, including 2,000
reconnaissance flights. He did
not say whether this included
flights over both Syria and Iraq.
He said Jordan’s air force
participated in 946 sorties.

The general said about 7,000

Islamic State group militants
have been killed since the
beginning of the coalition
airstrikes, without elaborating.

Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates have been
participating in the Syria
airstrikes, with logistical
support from Qatar.

After a decade of twists, vanishing Marine goes to trial

Jordan says it launched 56 airstrikes against Islamic State

In this image made from Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2015, video provided by Jordanian military via Roya TV, an air force pilot raises his arm
as he taxis his jet at Mowafak Al-Salti airbase in Azraq, Jordan. 

Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun makes a statement to the press
outside Quantico Marine Base in Quantico, Va, July 19, 2004.
Hassoun’s trial on desertion accusations starts Monday, Feb. 9,
2015 at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 
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By Nadia Brancker

IN the midst of comments
that Barbadians are not in-
vesting, Plumbing World, a
local company, has shown
why it is not in that cate-
gory of those not investing.

Last week, management and
staff of the company officially
opened the third branch of
Plumbing World, this time in
Speightstown.

Business Monday visited
the spanking new branch, with
staff indicating that they are
ready for business.

Dave Jerow, one of the
founders of Plumbing World,
said they are committed to 
investing in Barbados. “We
started in Lakes Folly,
Bridgetown in 1992, then we
opened a luxury showroom in
Warrens Warehouse Complex
about 10 years ago and we have
opened in Speightstown in
August 2014,” he said at the
opening ceremony.

PLUMBING WORLD on Page 3

PLUMBING WORLD
INVESTING IN B’DOS
– officially
opens
third store 

From left: David Cox, Dave Jerow and Anthony Peterkin, Owners of Plumbing World in Barbados.
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SHAREHOLDERS of
Banks Holdings
Limited (BHL) are in
line for an increase in
dividend on account of
the improved showing
by the beverage group
during its last financial
year.

“After some years of 
reduced dividends, the
Directors are pleased to
advise of an increase in
the dividend from seven
cents a share last year to
10 cents this year,” said
Chairman G. Anthony
King, and CEO Richard
Cozier.Both men reviewed
the performance of the
company for the financial
year to August 31, 2014.

“The Group continues to
strive to address competi-
tion so as to improve rev-
enues, as well as to seek
further cost efficiencies in
its operations, and stands
ready to benefit from any
upturn in the economy
when it arrives,” they re-
ported.

They pointed out that
the Group recorded an im-
proved performance in
2014 as against the previ-
ous year, making mean-
ingful progress with its 
restructuring and cost 
reduction projects in an
environment of low rev-
enue growth.

They said that revenues
expanded 2.6 per cent
while profits from oper-
ations (both parent and
subsidiaries) increased by
over 100 per cent. They
said that this is an encour-
aging milestone on the
journey to achieving
higher returns for share-

holders.
The two officials re-

called that “during the
year, the Group instituted
changes to their distribu-
tion system in line with
recommendations arising
from a consultancy with
an international organi-
sation. Those resulted 
in severance costs of 
$1.7 million.

“Furthermore, they

were required to book 
an impairment on in-
vestment property of 
$700 000. “Despite these
two unfavourable items,
income from operations
benefited from reductions
in other areas and collec-
tively with the higher op-
erational profit, improved
by almost $4 million turn-
ing the prior year’s loss
around,” Messrs King and

Cozier revealed.
Income from Associates

also increased, reflecting
reduced losses at Citrus
Products of Belize Limited
together with somewhat
stronger performances in
the other businesses.

“All taken into account,
profit attributable to eq-
uity holders of the parent
grew by just over $7 mil-
lion or 128 per cent,” they

pointed out.
Revenue, according to

the audited accounts for
the year in review, was
$183.6 million, compared
to the restated audited
amount of $179.0 million.
Earnings per share closed
last year at 19.4 cents a
share up from 8.3 cents a
share a year earlier, while
net income for the year 
to August 31, 2014 was 

$12.4 million compared to
$4.8 million at August
2013.

The two officials added
that with respect to the
Group’s financial position,
cash flows improved by
$7.6 million allowing for a
reduction of current liabil-
ities without an increase
in borrowing, while lower
inventory carrying values
were also achieved. (JB)   

GORDON “BUTCH”
STEWART, Founder of
Sandals, has assured
Barbadians that even
though the Beaches proj-
ect in St. Peter will not
start this year, they are
working around the 
clock to have the project
started.

It has been stated by
some that the addition of
the Beaches Resort to the
Barbadian market will
have a phenomenal im-
pact on tourism. Beaches
more so will target the
family market, which will
be a strong proposition for
us and the country in gen-
eral. It is also a brand that
advertises heavily in the
US, but it also advertises
quite heavily in the UK
and also well known to
that market, it could reju-

venate the family market
in Barbados.

While speaking last
week at Sandals Dover,
Christ Church, he ex-
plained that Beaches 
is a complex project.
According to him,Hotelier
Bernie Weatherhead is
doing a really good job of
keeping the rooms open
and keeping the airlift
working, which will “prob-
ably give us a chance to do
more work next year”.

“However, we will start
work next door at the
Sandals project, so we 
can get a bigger facility
here and a convention
centre and be able to pro-
vide a strong anchor for
Barbados,” Stewart as-
sured, noting that they
don’t have actual dates 
for Beaches.

The top Hotel Investor
reaffirmed that he has
never requested private
beaches. “We have never
gone anywhere and re-
quested private beaches.
Every island the beaches
are sacred to the indig-
enous population, and
some people have differ-
ent approaches of access,”
he declared.

Sandals up and running 
Andre McDonald, Chief of
Engineering, also gave his
thoughts on the Sandals
project. He admitted that
it was a tall order to finish
Sandals.

“We have worked very
closely with the various
Barbadian statutory au-
thorities, building ap-
proval authorities, etc; we
also worked closely with

the local contractors. It is
a big project, thus we had
to work with four or five of
the major contractors in
Barbados supported by
smaller ones as well.”

He recalled that at the
peak of construction, they
had around 900 people on
the site and that there
were doubts among the
people doing work that it
could have been achieved.

“But it was only in the
last couple of months that
people really believed we
would meet our goal,”
McDonald said.

According to him, “It is
unbelievable how this
hotel has turned out. I was
on the Grenada project
and it was also a fast track
project.”

He said that Sandals
Barbados has exceeded

their expectations. “It is a
magnificent project and
the vision of Mr. Stewart
can be seen today. It is 
a great addition to the
Barbados tourism product
and we are proud to be
part of the development.”

Attention to staff
Stewart also indicated the
new hotel is just one as-
pect, but they have also
ensured that staff are 
comfortable, and one staff
member last week also
echoed similar sentiments.

Lashonda Carrington,of
the Club Sandals depart-
ment, indicated:“I worked
with the company before
closure. Coming on prop-
erty it brought tears to 
my eyes, because I could
appreciate what it was 
before to what has been

created. The property is
breathtaking, it is an 
experience,” Carrington
said.

“I started with this com-
pany in 2013, it has been a
learning experience and 
I have grown so much and
it is a company that is
known for promoting in-
ternally.”

There are several new
team members and ac-
cording to Carrington, we
are all embracing the new
challenge and are deter-
mined to wow our guests.

“I believe we would all
like to thank Stewart for
believing that this product
could work in Barbados
and the extensive training
the staff have received and
we are happy for this op-
portunity,” Carrington
added. (NB)

Beaches delayed but Sandals in full action 

2014 a good year for BHL

Banks Holdings Limited Chairman, G. Anthony King.CEO of Banks Holdings Limited (BHL), Richard Cozier.
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REPUBLIC Bank Limited
has recorded profit
attributable to
shareholders of Bds$94.0
million for the three
months ended December
2014.

Chairman Ronald
Harford in commenting on
the performance said that
represents an increase of
2.1 per cent over the
corresponding period in
2013.

Total assets, he said,
stood at Bds$19.0 billion

as at December 2014 last
year, an increase of 3.7 per
cent from December 2013
and 1.1 per cent over the
year ended September
2014.

“The loans portfolio
continues to grow with a
year on year increase of
Bds$729.6 million or nine
per cent and a 3.2 per cent
growth for the three
months to December 2014
which led to an increase in
net interest income of
Bds$8.0 million or 4.5 per

cent,” Harford said.
Operating expenses

were up by Bds$17.0
million or 12 per cent from
2013,a major contributing
factor being the increased
cost of compliance in the
current regulatory
environment, said the
Chairman.

He pointed out that
while a satisfactory
performance was achieved
for the first quarter,astute
asset management will
continue to be crucial given

the continued sluggish
economic environment in
Barbados and in the
Eastern Caribbean, and
the decline in oil prices and
its potential impact on
government expenditure
and economic growth in
Trinidad and Tobago.

“The Group remains
well positioned for the
future, being well
capitalised, with declining
non performing loans and
high liquidity,” Harford
added.

BARBADIANS should
be paying even lower
prices for electricity as
the Fuel Clause
Adjustment (FCA)
continues its
downward trend.

Latest word from the
Barbados Light and
Power Company in a
notice is that the FCA for
February dipped to 18.95
cents per kilowatt hour.
Last month it was given
as 22.75 cents per kWh
down from the 31.50 cents
kWh in December (2014),
and 38.25 cents in
November. In fact the
FCA was pegged 46.35
cents per kWh in August
last year and continued
the slide since then.

The FCA is used by
Light and Power to
recover the cost of fuel in
the generation of
electricity.

In a notice the company
said that the FCA has
declined over the last
several months. This
results in a lower cost of

electricity,according to the
company. It explains that
the fuel component of
electricity bills goes up
and down as the price of
oil fluctuates.

The declining FCA
stems from the the
collapsing oil prices which
have fallen by more than
half since July last year.
Barbadians are also
paying cheaper prices for
petroleum products
(gasoline, diesel and
kerosene).

This has had some
impact on the overall
inflation in Barbados with
the Central Bank of
Barbados putting
inflation at around 1.7 per
cent compared to about
two per cent a year earlier.

Last month the
company said that oil
prices may remain low for
the early part of 2015 and
that these lower fuel
prices will continue to be
reflected through the FCA
and in the overall cost of
electricity for customers.

Barbadians to
pay lower
prices for
electricity

Republic Bank Limited
records Bds$94 million profit

Republic Bank Limited.

PLUMBING WORLD from
Page 1

“We chose Speightstown
strategically,and so far the
business is in line with
what we expected.We have
a long-term vision,we don’t
just look at today but five
years out,” he said.

The company, according
to Mr. Jerow, is founded on
the principles of quality,
value and service. He
revealed that Plumbing
World has the largest
selection of repair parts in
Barbados and the largest
in the Caribbean.

“We do some work with
the hotels, and a focus on
the repair parts,” he said.
The Plumbing World
official explained that a lot
of buyers for hotels go
overseas and to purchase
different products, and
when they come back they
have to support them and
they don’t have the repair
parts,then you have a room
in tourist season that you
can’t use.”

He highlighted, “The

Moen line we have used
since our inception. We
understand our customers,
and especially when times
are tough you look at how
you are investing your
money. It may cost a little
bit more, but now
customers are very focused
on value for money.”

He said that for instance,
“Their American brand
toilets you see here are
water-saving toilets, and
they are competitively
priced. The shower heads
on are water-saving shower
heads, a good shower
without wasting water.”

In terms of Plumbing
World staff, Jerow pointed
out that they have a mix of
long-standing employees
and newer ones.

What the company has
discovered is that by
having a team of educated
employees benefits
Plumbing World because
they are able to interface
with customers, which
makes a difference to the
business. “We also work
closely with our suppliers

and educate the plumbers
in the market,” he stated.

Jerow reiterated that
they are committed to
investing in Barbados.

“We believe in investing
in our staff, products and

seeking out opportunities.
We do see the company
going regional as we have
identified a niche we are
good at it.”

The official pointed out
that “it is an

accomplishment.We will be
25 years in business and
while there are ups and
downs,we continue to grow
and expand. We pride
ourselves in plumbing
installation, maintenance

and repair. Our
experienced Plumbing
Contractors provide an
excellent service, covering
all the domestic,
commercial or industrial
plumbing requirements.”

Long-term business vision, 25 years of service

Owners, suppliers and staff proudly celebrate the opening of the third Plumbing World in Speightstown.
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MORE wells will be pressed into
service by the Barbados National
Oil Company Limited to boost
output of natural gas in the wake of
recent disruptions to supplies.

The National Petroleum Corporation
(NPC) has said this as it reports  progress
towards a resolution of the problems with
the supplies to some customers.

It said that it has met with the
Barbados National Oil Company Limited
(BNOCL) and had taken a number of
steps to ensure resolution to the matter

and the sustainability of the delivery of
natural gas.

The BNOCL has recommended
production on some of their wells that
were out of commission. In addition, the
internal gas supply network at that
company is being expanded to include
two more wells which are outside the
current gas production network.One well
was scheduled to to have been added last
week and the other should be ready by
February 15.

There will also be what is called load

shedding where some major commercial
establishments with existing alternative
fuel systems have been approached to
switch to those systems. “We have an
agreement from these entities who have
consented to the requests in the national
interest. This should facilitate the
immediate demand,” the NPC said in a
press notice.

The NPC will also be facilitating the
importation of air mix plants to be
installed by a couple of large users of
natural gas to provide a temporary

alternative supply system.
Two of these should be in place within

the next month or so.
The NPC added that negotiations are

progressing with Trinidad and Tobago
regarding the importation of natural gas
from that country while the BNOCL is
expected to commence its drilling
programme within the next 12 months.

The Corporation said it met with some
hoteliers and operators of restaurants
who had been affected to answer some of
their questions.

BNOCL to boost output of natural gas

TRINIDAD Cement Ltd (TCL) chairman
Wilfred Espinet says the company’s
proposal to remove the 20 per cent cap on
the ownership of shares in the regional
cement-producing group opens the door
for anyone to take control of the
company.

In a media interview Espinet
responded to criticisms that the proposal
– which is due to be voted on by the
company’s shareholders at a special
meeting of TCL today – will open the
door to the Mexican cement giant Cemex
acquiring majority control of TCL.

The relationship between the vote to
remove the 20 per cent cap and the
possibility that it could open the door to
the acquisition of TCL by Cemex was
first raised in a news report in the
Trinidad Guardian newspaper on
December 30 but was repeated in a
statement by the Oilfields Workers
Trade Union (OWTU) on Monday.

The subject was also raised in some
circles in Barbados and what it would
mean for Arawak Cement Limited which
TCL owns.

Asked if the removal of the 20 per cent
cap opened the door to Cemex taking
control of TCL, Espinet said: “The
question is one that has been raised to a
pitch now and I am viewing it that we
are almost getting to hysterical levels of
the Cemex bogey.”

“Let me say this much: the directors
are very clear in their minds that there
are sensitivities in T&T and perhaps the
entire Caribbean about the ownership of
the cement company and more
specifically about Cemex’s involvement.”

“I don’t share that but I understand it.”
“What the directors are seeking to do

is inject capital into the company, which
will ensure that Cemex will not be able,
even if it cornered the entire amount, to
raise capital that will take them into
control of TCL.”

When it was pointed out to Espinet
that he was responding to a question on
the impact of the proposed rights issue
and not the removal of the 20 per cent
cap, Espinet said: “To answer your
question very clearly, it opens the door
for anybody to take control of the
company. If you don’t have a restriction
then anybody can do that.”

Espinet was asked to clarify his
statement that the removal of the 20 per
cent cap opened the door to anyone
taking control of TCL, in the context of
Cemex, which owns a 20 per cent stake
in TCL, having the greatest interest in
and capacity to take control of TCL.

He said: “This is just my opinion,
because I have no right to be making a

determination about what Cemex’s
objectives are, but I would say that
Cemex is a worldwide manufacturer of
cement. If I were a manufacturer of
anything and I had an opportunity to
expand my operations into a new
market, I would certainly look at it with
an intention of using that opportunity.”

“My opinion is that it is unlikely that
they are here to put money in the stock
exchange and go.”

“More so, we have invited them to
bring into this company management
inputs in technology and marketing that
we feel are critical to the restructuring.”

According to TCL’s articles of
association, the removal of the 20 per
cent cap on share ownership requires
the vote of 75 per cent of shareholders at
a special meeting.

Back in 2002, a similar attempt to
remove the 20 per cent cap was voted
down by TCL shareholders as it was felt
12 years ago that the approval of such a
vote would have been the prelude to a
takeover of the company by Cemex.

Cemex is TCL’s largest single
shareholder with a 20 per cent stake in
the company. TCL’s other major
shareholders are Republic Bank Bank
with 11.06 per cent, the National
Insurance Board with 10.16 per cent and
a company named Baleno Holdings.

Espinet said TCL is the only company
on the local stock exchange that has a

restriction on its share ownership. Such
restrictions are frowned upon, the TCL
chairman said, because of problems that
result in raising capital.

He said it was his understanding that
the reason TCL’s lenders made the
removal of the 20 per cent cap a condition
of the restructuring of the company’s
US$300 million ($1.92 billion) debt was
because “they saw it as a restriction to
the company’s accumulation of capital.
The cap is a hindrance to the company
getting capital freely into the system.”

TCL proposes to raise about $320
million (US$50 million) in capital as a
result of a proposed rights issue.

Espinet said: “If this company could
not put in the capital, we would be back
to where we started. That would be a
disaster that nobody would want. I have
seen people writing commentaries about
voting against lifting the 20 per cent cap.
I hope that they will want to write that
they put TCL into bankruptcy because
they felt that was the right thing to do.”

He said the company’s previous CEO,
Rollin Bertrand, had written a
dissertation on the benefits of the 20 per
cent cap “but none of his arguments
concerned the preservation of
shareholder value.”

Espinet noted that individuals and
institutions invest money in companies
based on an assumption that they will
get a return on their investment and

that the operations of the company will
add value to their investment.

“If you want to sell me on social
conscience and a number of other things,
then you need to address another forum.
Perhaps you need to get into politics,”
said the TCL chairman, adding that a
pragmatic investment outlook would
dictate a concentration on the
performance of the company.

TCL has not paid a dividend to its
shareholders since 2007.

Bertrand was terminated as the group
CEO of TCL and its subsidiaries by letter
dated September 22, 2014, following a
review of his performance by the board
headed by Espinet.

Espinet was elected as chairman of
TCL at a board meeting immediately
following a special (compulsory) meeting
of shareholders of the company on
August 19, 2014.

Just prior to the special (compulsory)
meeting, Bertrand, Andy Bhajan, Brian
Young, Leonard Nurse, Carlos Hee
Houng and Bevon Francis submitted
their resignations as directors of the
company.

That meeting elected Espinet, Alison
Lewis, Chris Dehring, Michael Hamel-
Smith, Francisco Aguillera, Carlos
Palero and Nigel Edwards. Those
directors joined Alejandro Ramirez, Jean
Michel Allard and Wayne Yip Choy on
the board.

TCL chairman says company’s proposal unfavourable

Trinidad-Cement-Limited.
Trinidad Cement Ltd (TCL) chairman
Wilfred Espinet.

      



WITH their Group
December 31, 2014
reporting period having
passed,officials of the Cave
Shepherd Group will soon
be revealing the financial
results for that period.

In addition, an update
on the restructuring of
DGM will also be known.

These are some of the
issues Chairman Geoffrey
Cave and Managing
Director, John Williams
had highlighted when they
reviewed the performance
of the Group’s 2014 third
quarter results. In that
assessment covering the
nine months to September
last year, the two men said
they expect that the
improvements seen up to
then would continue for
the remainder of the
financial year. They said
that for the nine months,

their businesses other
than DGM Bank and
Trust Incorporated,
continued to perform well.

“We are hopeful this
improved trend will
continue and we expect to
end the year with an
overall improved
performance compared to
prior year,” said Cave and
Williams. They explained
that for the nine months
to September, the Group
recorded a modest profit
attributable to equity
holders of the company of
$0.1 million, an
improvement on the prior
year’s loss of $(1.0) million.
“This equates to positive
earnings per share (EPS)
of $0.01 for the current
period compared to a
negative EPS of $(0.5) for
the prior period,” the two
officials reported.

“Our share of associates
showed an improved result
and this is attributable
mainly to the performance
of our major retail
associates, Duty Free
Caribbean Holdings
Limited.” They said too
that the improvement over
prior year is as a result of
the increase in sales
within the last six months
(of the period reviewed) as
well as ongoing cost

controls.
Overall, our share of

results of associates
reflects a loss of $(0.6)
million in current period
compared to a loss of $(1.7)
million in the prior period,”
they added.

They had also explained
that while DGM continued
to report losses a
restructuring programme-
was in place to improve its
operations.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for February 9th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25398    2.29624              
Pound Sterling £ 3.03236    3.08921              
Canadian $ 1.58649 1.61968
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.24975      2.29624              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02666 3.08921              
Canadian $ 1.58349 1.61968              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.21722 2.31058
Pound Sterling £ 2.98290 3.10850              
Canadian $ 1.57453 1.62110              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01731
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31681

PRIME Minister
Freundel Stuart said his
administration remains
very committed to
private sector led
growth in Barbados.

“Private sector led
growth cannot continue to
mean ‘what else will the
Government do?’,” Mr.
Stuart said. “We have to
reach that stage where we
at last hear from the
private sector what its
vision is for its own
development and how it
will use the enterprise, the
initiative and the
innovation which are
agreed to be a private
sector’s characteristics to
accelerate the growth and
development of Barbados,”
the Prime Minister
declared.

The subject of private
sector led growth has been
discussed at length in
Barbados with some
commentators suggesting
that Government is not
doing enough to ensure the
private sector has the
necessary tools to do its job.

The Prime Minister
spoke at a recent luncheon
of the Barbados Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI).

Stating the continued
support by Government,
Mr. Stuart said that “I
assure you, the goodwill,
the support and the
cooperation of the

government are at your
disposal.”

He suggested that both
sides “search for that place
on which Barbados’
government,private sector
and trade unions can all
stand,so that we can shake
the earth around us.”

Mr. Stuart pointed out
that we now live in a world
more unsettled and more
volatile that at any stage
in the lifetime of most, or
perhaps any of us.
According to him,
“technological changes
have been taking place at
dazzling speed making it
very difficult for developing
countries like Barbados to
keep up.” He referred to
developments like climate
change, terrorism and
economic turmoil, to him
constitute a trinity not only
unprecedented in their
coincidence but also most
disruptive in their
reverberation.

“Vulnerable countries
like Barbados are not
allowed the luxury of
exemption from their
potential impact. We have
to fight on the same
battlefield as larger and
better resourced countries,”
he maintained.

“In all of this we cannot
run away from the
battlefield but must claim
our space and fight to
defend it,” said the Prime
Minister.

PM Stuart’s
administration
committed to
private sector
led growth

Cave Shepherd to reveal financial results

Prime Minister of Barbados, the Rt. Hon. Freundel
Stuart.

Managing Director of the Cave Shepherd Group,
John Williams.

Chairman of the Cave Shepherd Group Geoffrey Cave. 
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By Jewel Brathwaite

IT seems that the suc-
cess of this country’s
sugar sector is going to
hinge on improved
management, failing
which Barbados could
go the route of other re-
gional countries which
have opted out of com-
mercial sugar produc-
tion.

One businessman told
Business Monday that a
Barbados without a sugar
industry (or sugar cane in-
dustry) is a frightening
thought however much
the challenges continue to
mount.

The subject of manag-
ing the industry was
raised at the recent lunch-
eon of the Barbados
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (BCCI), at
which the featured pre-
senter was the Prime
Minister, Mr. Freundel
Stuart.

The management issue
arose after Edward Clarke
who is connected  to the
industry, raised some of
the hiccups relating to the
status of the industry in
Barbados.

He said that the cane
farmers are owed almost
$10 million, and that the
sector is at a stage of total
collapse.He noted too that
right now the farmers
have no money to pay sup-
pliers and that these are
debts which in some in-
stances run into millions
of dollars.

“They are in dire straits
by now,”he went on.“If the
industry is to continue, the
farmers need to be paid
what is owed to them and
what has been promised
by Government, the
Barbados Agricultural
Management Company
(BAMC) and the Ministry
of Finance and Economic
Affairs,” Clarke pointed
out.

Saying this is unaccept-
able,he remarked too that
while the 2015 crop is sup-
posed to start by the end of
this month, farmers had
not been paid for the 2014
harvest. As such, he de-
manded a clear indication
as to where the industry is
going having heard too
many comments about the
future of the industry.

In response, the Prime
Minister said that both
sides have traversed this
territory in previous meet-
ings. His recollections
from those meetings with
the industry’s stakeholder
groups are that they are
quite clear about what the
Government is going to be
doing and what will be
happening in the industry.

Mr. Stuart let it be
known that the sugar in-
dustry of Barbados has al-
ways been a private sector
industry. It got into diffi-
culties not because any
government carried it
there, but because those
who were responsible for
it carried it there. “It was
mismanaged,”he retorted.

“The government came

in, restructured it, that is
why we have the BAMC
and the BACT (Barbados
Agricultural Credit
Trust),” the Prime
Minister recalled.

That was back in the
early 1990s when the ac-
tion including dealing
with the enormous debts
owed to the then
Government owned
Barbados National Bank
(BNB). It meant placing
the estates indebted to
Government under the
wings of the BAMC while
allowing the BACT to col-
lect outstanding amounts
owed government.

Another factor at play
back then was Booker
Tate, a British manage-
ment company which was
contracted to give leader-
ship to the management
of the industry.

It should be noted that
back then sugar output
had fallen to well under
100 000 tons and contin-
ued to do so since then.

Stuart said that the
Government’s policy is the
creation of a sugar cane
industry. As part of that
strategy, they will be hav-
ing a single factory which
is to be Andrews Sugar
Factory in St. Joseph.

He said they will be
going in the direction of a
sugar cane industry
“where we will concen-
trate less the production
of bulk sugar and more on
the production of specialty
sugar”. The industry will
also have a component for

the generation of energy.
So far as the money

owed to the farmers is con-
cerned, Mr. Stuart said he
is aware that all of the doc-
umentation needed to be
signed and whatever else
is required to be executed,
are in place. “BAMC can
get the pay over from the
ANSA Merchant Bank so
that the farmers can get
their money.”

The background to the
present situation is that
production of sugar has
slumped to about 15 000
tons. Production costs
have skyrocketed and a
study – one of several done
over the years not forget-
ting the employment of
Gerry Hagelberg as
Government Adviser on
Sugar – called for the
structural changes includ-
ing the reorganisation of
the BAMC and the pro-
duction of a specialty crops
to allow the company to
earn much needed income.

Quite recently the
Minister of Agriculture,
Dr. David Estwick, said
that work on bringing
Andrews Sugar Factory
up to the status of what
Government intends, will
commence sometime in
June or July this year. He
has said that it makes no
sense producing sugar in
Barbados at a high price
and getting less for it
when the sweetener is
sold to the EU under the
contractual terms. To this
end Barbadians will be
able to secure more do-

mestic sugar while some
will be exported to the
Caribbean, according to
the Minister.

There are no firm esti-
mates as to just how much
sugar the country intends
on producing in 2015.

What is known is that in-
come remains slender (at
about $18 million in 2014)
according to Central Bank
of Barbados estimates.

The future success of
what is being planned will
depend on management.

ECONOMIC
VIEWPOINT

Future success of sugar sector
will depend on management

Minister of Agriculture, Dr. David Estwick.

There are no firm estimates as to just how much sugar the country intends to be producing in 2015. What is known is that income remains slender (at about $18 mil-
lion in 2014) according to Central bank of Barbados estimates.

      



EIGHT representa-
tives from seven
Caribbean countries
recently participated
in an advanced ‘train
the trainer’ mentoring
workshop, as part of
an international de-
velopment pro-
gramme in the region,
funded by USAID.

Hosted in Bridgetown
by The Barbados Youth
Business Trust (BYBT)
and Youth Business
International (YBI) the
workshop facilitated de-
velopment of the capac-
ity of participating organ-
isations within the
Caribbean to train volun-
teer mentors who are 
essential to the success
and development of as-
piring young entrepre-
neurs.

The event was part of a
much larger and ongoing
programme that aims to
generate sustainable em-
ployment in the region
and drive the creation of
a shared community of
best practise among the
regions long-standing
community of Youth
Business Trusts (YBTs).

Youth Business
International (YBI) is a
global network of inde-
pendent non-profit initia-
tives designed to foster
youth entrepreneurship.
Active in more than 40
countries around the
world, the YBI network
helped in excess of 14 000
young entrepreneurs to
start businesses last
year.

The Barbados Youth
Business Trust (BYBT),
under the leadership of
Mrs Cardell Fergusson,
is leading a group Youth
Business Trusts through-
out the Caribbean in de-
veloping the cutting edge
practice needed to sup-
port the growth and de-
velopment of ambitious
young entrepreneurs in
the region. BYBT has
more than 19 years’ ex-
perience supporting
young Bajan entrepre-
neurs.

The Barbados Youth
Business Trust, which
was a founding member
of the global YBI net-
work, offers training, fi-

nancial and mentorship
support to young entre-
preneurs to build their
own businesses, thus al-
lowing them to become
self-sufficient and key
contributors to their re-
spective economies.

These Youth Business
Trusts are collaborating,
through a grant funded
by USAID, to build a
Caribbean Knowledge
Hub that allows entre-
preneurs and the organi-
sations that support
them to deliver the tar-
geted support in the most
effective way.

Other participants in-
cluded Gregory
Fergusson (Barbados
Youth Business Trust),
Mauricia Fessal (Youth
Business St. Vincent and
the Grenadines), Bren-
dan Defoe (Dominica
Youth Business Trust),
Dyrud Lionel (St. Lucia
Youth Business Trust),
Tanesha Patterson
(Jamaica Youth Business
Trust) and Hyacinth (Get
Set Entrepreneurial
Programme – Anguilla).
Also present, was one ob-
server, Ana Gessaghi,
from Fundacion
Impulsar, Argentina.

Youth Business
International continues
to work closely with each
member organisation
within the Caribbean re-
gion to help them im-
prove the effectiveness of
their services and to en-
sure learnings are shared
and best practices are ap-
plied.

Speaking about the
growing programme YBI
CEO Andrew Devenport
said “we’re delighted to
be working with Mrs
Cardell Fergusson and
her team at the Barbados
Youth Business Trust to
develop the skills needed
to support aspiring young
entrepreneurs in
Barbados and beyond.
This is a truly crucial
programme that is hav-
ing a positive impact on
young entrepreneurs
throughout the
Caribbean region. BYBT
is a valued member of our
global network and we
value their contribution
to the community.”
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With the support of Youth Business International (YBI), Barbados Youth Business Trust (BYBT) recently hosted a
successfully one week intensive Communications and Business Mentoring training. This was attended by eight
representatives of entrepreneurship development organisations from seven Caribbean countries.

BYBT takes
leadership role 
in Caribbean
entrepreneurship
programme  

 



• There will be a
roundtable discussion this
morning with the Central
Bank of Denmark at the
Central Bank of Barbados.

• CTO’s Chairman, Richard
Sealy, will be making an
address on tourism
tomorrow.

• The annual general
meeting of the South Eastern
Farmers’ Cooperative Society
Limited will be held on
February 23.
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“Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.” – 2
Corinthians 3:17

MISES Institute de-
scribes itself as an or-
ganisation promoting
Austrian economics,
freedom and peace.
(mises.org/library/inno-
vation-requires-eco-
nomic-freedom)

The Mises Daily is a
publication which pres-
ents relevant short arti-
cles from the perspective
of an unfettered free
market and Austrian
economics. Written for a
broad audience of lay-
men and students, the
Mises Daily features a
wide variety of topics in-
cluding everything from
the history of the state,
to international trade, to
drug prohibition and
business cycles.

On March 25, 2011,
The Mises Daily pub-
lished an excerpt from
chapter 16 of the book
Theory and History: An
Interpretation of Social
and Economic
Revolution (1957) by
Ludwig von Mises (1881-
1973).

The first paragraphs of
the excerpt follow:

“A civilisation is the
product of a definite
worldview, and its phi-
losophy manifests itself
in each of its accomplish-
ments. The artefacts pro-
duced by men may be
called material. But the
methods resorted to in
the arrangement of pro-
duction activities are
mental, the outcome of
ideas that determine
what should be done and
how. All the branches of a
civilisation are animated
by the spirit that perme-
ates its ideology.

“The philosophy that is
the characteristic mark
of the West and whose
consistent elaboration
has in the last centuries
transformed all social in-
stitutions has been
called individualism. It
maintains that ideas, the
good ones as well as the
bad, originate in the
mind of an individual

man. Only a few men are
endowed with the capac-
ity to conceive new ideas.

“But as political ideas
can work only if they are
accepted by society, it
rests with the crowd of
those who themselves
are unable to develop
new ways of thinking to
approve or disapprove
the innovations of the pi-
oneers. There is no guar-
antee that these masses
of followers and routin-
ists will make wise use of
the power vested in
them. They may reject
the good ideas, those
whose adoption would
benefit them, and es-
pouse bad ideas that will
seriously hurt them.

“But if  they choose
what is worse, the fault
is not theirs alone. It is
no less the fault of the
pioneers of the good
causes in not having suc-
ceeded in bringing for-
ward their thoughts in a
more convincing form.
The favourable evolution
of human affairs de-
pends ultimately on the
ability of the human race
to beget not only authors
but also heralds and dis-
seminators of beneficial
ideas.”

The final paragraph
from the excerpt states:

“The essence of an in-
dividual’s freedom is the
opportunity to deviate
from traditional ways of
thinking and of doing
things. Planning by an
established authority
precludes planning on
the part of individuals.”

The sequence inven-
tion, innovation, entre-
preneurship and shep-
herding, which is the
construct of new busi-
ness activity, is the space
within which I operate
on a daily basis. It is ex-
tremely stimulating and
fulfilling as one interacts

with the young and the
not so young (age is just
a number) as they try to
make a difference. If we
are to reverse the trends
of economic decline in
the small states of the
Caribbean, the estab-
lished authorities must
recognise the innovative
spirit among entrepre-
neurs and provide a sup-
porting environment for
it to thrive and con-
tribute to economic
growth.

Sustainable economic
growth of small states, in
particular, means access
to larger and larger mar-
kets. Domestic markets
are restricted by the size
of the local populations
and hence we must ex-
port our goods and serv-
ices. We must deviate
from traditional ways of
thinking and of doing
things. Innovation feeds
economic growth and en-
genders economic free-
dom.

The mandate of gov-
ernment is to provide
regulatory and service
functions. It is generally
accepted that the collec-
tion of taxes is essential
for the provision of gov-
ernment services. Would
it not be nice if individu-
als had a reduced tax
burden? This could hap-
pen with the increasing
wealth of a country.
Trinidad and Tobago is
basically wealthier than
Barbados, for example,
because of the oil and gas
resources that have been
exploited. The individual
tax burden in Trinidad
is less than Barbados in
relation to the services
that are provided.

Innovation and the
provision of an enabling
environment are the
keys to unlock the door
to greater economic free-
dom in Barbados,

Trinidad and Tobago and
beyond. Our leaders
need to take this to heart
when grappling with in-
creasing taxation rev-
enue. We cannot get
blood out of stone.
Increase the size of the
economic cake!

Last Saturday, the
Barbados Society of
Technologists in
Agriculture held its an-
nual Technical
Conference 2015 on the
theme: “Going Forward
In Agriculture –
Innovative ‘Out of the
box’ Solutions”. There
were presentations on
sweet potato processing,
towards a marketable
size sweet potato, cas-
sava for bread making,
super-elongation cas-
sava disease, sorghum
for animal feed, Vinasse
(a by-product of the
sugar industry) as a fer-
tiliser and soil condi-
tioner, branded sugars
and other innovative so-
lutions. I was privileged
to present the Caribbean
Food Business
Innovation Revolution
initiative promoted by
the Global Business
Innovation Corporation
(GBIC).

The GBIC launch took
place in Trinidad last
month and follow-up ac-
tion is currently taking
place with exporTT, the
leading facilitator of ex-
ports from Trinidad and
Tobago. GBIC plans to
launch its services, to in-
spire the world leverag-
ing food as a business ex-
ample, in Barbados and
other Caribbean coun-
tries in due course.

Let us claim the free-
dom to choose and set
about diversifying
Caribbean economies
through innovation in
the agricultural value-
added sector.

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-
Engine Consultant,
Caribbean Business
Enterprise Trust Inc. –
CBET. His columns
may be found at
www.cbetmodel.org
and www.nothing-
beatsbusiness.com.)

Innovation feeds economic freedom 

Jul y

WHAT'S UP  IN  THE 
BUSINESS WORLD

alendarC

HELP is coming to the Pelican Craft Centre to posi-
tion it to benefit from more traffic and the ultimate
goal of more business. It continues to boggle the mind
why such a fantastic and exciting outlet has not been
able to attract more clientele and moreso from the
thousands of cruise ship passengers who descend on
Barbados every month.

The ledge of assistance came from the Minister of
Industry, International Business, Commerce and
Small Business Development, Donville Inniss, who
like most people lamented the poor traffic that passes
through the facility which is just outside the
Bridgetown Port. When it is further considered that
the variety of items on sale is of a high quality and
the range is as wide as one would want, that also
comes as a surprise that more people are not doing
business there.

The Minister has announced that his Ministry has
put together a small team to start work immediately
to make Pelican Craft Village a success. Maybe the
first order of business of the team is to have a mar-
keting programme in place to heighten awareness of
the place and to promote what is sold there. That
should be start in boosting additional traffic.

Help coming
to Pelican
Craft Centre

Editor’s
Notebook

Innovation and the provision of an enabling environment are
the keys to unlock the door to greater economic freedom in
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago and beyond. Our leaders need
to take this to heart when grappling with increasing taxation

revenue. We cannot get blood out of stone.
Increase the size of the economic cake!
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IN a previous article which was pub-
lished on January 26th, we examined
anti-competitive agreements, specifically
bid- rigging and how the practice contra-
venes the Fair Competition Act and com-
promises the marketplace. In this arti-
cle, we will delve further into this issue
and discuss some of bid-rigging’s more
common manifestations.

While bid-rigging takes many forms, it
generally has one common feature – an
agreement among some or all partici-
pants to a tender, where a winner is des-
ignated in advance. Some common forms
of bid-rigging are listed below:

Non-submission or withdrawal of bid
occurs when one or more rival companies
in the bidding pool agree that they will
refrain from bid submission or withdraw
an already submitted bid to ensure the
success of a rival’s bid.

On the other hand, with formal bid
submission, rival companies agree to
submit a bid which will include more at-
tractive terms than the other bids, to en-
sure that it will be the winning bid.This
strategy creates the impression that the
bidding process is competitive. However,

it often acts as a cover for high prices
which are included in the seemingly rea-
sonable bid.

Bid rotation refers to cases where rival
companies agree to submit bids, but they
rotate among themselves which com-
pany will submit the winning bid. For ex-
ample, rivals may rotate the winner ac-
cording to the size of the contract, with
the idea being that each of them would
receive the same amount of contract
work.

Another common bid-rigging arrange-
ment is the use of subcontracts, where
rival companies agree not to submit a bid
or knowingly submit a bid which has no
chance of winning, in order to be offered
a subcontract from the successful bidder
in return.

Similarly, with “prey” sharing, rivals
may refuse the opportunity to win a bid
in return for a favour or award. In such
cases, the agreed winner is required to
pay the agreed loser for not seeking to

win the tender. These costs will often be
included in the bidding price.

In addition to the above, there are
other agreements which may affect the
outcome of a tender and lead to excessive
costs to the client.They may take differ-
ent forms, including the preservation of
fixed prices, determination or cancella-
tion of price discounts and agreements
on a formula of price calculation. Such
price agreements can be quite damaging,
especially if it exists among a significant
number of prospective bidders, as the
purchaser’s best choices may all be in-
flated-price bids.

On the other end of the spectrum there
are market dividing agreements, where
competing firms may agree to be allo-
cated certain customers or groups of cus-
tomers, goods or locations. That is, ri-
vals would agree to only offer their prod-
ucts/services to customers in certain de-
mographic groups or geographical areas,
and either refuse to sell/bid or offer inap-

propriately high prices to customers
from geographical areas assigned to an-
other company.

While there are various methods
utilised in bid rigging, there are red flags
which may indicate that there is bid rig-
ging. Some signs of bid rigging may be
if the same bidder always wins a bid of
a certain type or size; if a bidder never
wins, but continues to bid; or if a bidder
wins whenever it bids, even if it bids
rarely.

A company may also show a pattern of
submitting relatively high bids for some
tender offers and relatively low bids for
other, similar tender offers or may con-
sistently win bids but always subcon-
tract to smaller firms or companies that
unexpectedly and inexplicably withdraw
their bids.

Likewise, one should look closely at
documentation, as rivals may utilise the
same personnel to create bidding 
documents. This may result in tell-tale
signs, such as the use of the same type
of paper, the same misspellings,
handwriting, wording, calculations or
miscalculations and alterations to the
documents.

Of course, most attempts to influence
the outcome of a tender focus on the final
price charged to the purchaser.
Therefore, the more knowledge one has
of the market and input costs, the more
likely one may be able to spot peculiari-
ties in price. For example, one may ob-
serve that similar prices are quoted from
different suppliers, even though it is
known that each supplier’s costs differ.

When losing bids are much higher
than the winning bid, it may be that the
agreement is using a cover bidding
scheme; but when bids are lower than
known supply costs, it may be a cover to
secure contracts where increased prices
and cost overruns could be claimed later.
In addition, prices higher than the cost
estimates or higher than prior bids for
similar tenders may also indicate collu-
sion.

One should also be wary of statements
which may allude to “industry suggested
prices”. Statements indicating that “we
have reached an agreement”, “taken a
decision”, or “come up with a plan”, all
suggest that there has been some de-
gree of co-ordination. Similarly, suspi-
cious behaviour such as the winning bid-
der rejecting the bid or withdrawing be-
fore the award is made, an unusually
small number of bidders in an otherwise
robust market or seasoned bidders sub-
mitting incomplete bids, can indicate
that there may be a measure of co-ordi-
nation between bidders.

While these are just some of the indi-
cators which signal the presence of anti-
competitive practices, familiarity with
these warning signs and being aware of
relevant market trends, e.g. input costs,
such as changing energy prices, trade
tariffs, imported raw material costs, in-
creases the likelihood of detection.

If you have concerns or suspicions
about bid rigging, please contact the
Commission so that an investigation
may be conducted on the matter.

If you have any questions, e-mail
us at info@ftc.gov.bb, call us at 424-
0260 or visit our website,
www.ftc.gov.bb. You may also visit
our offices at Good Hope, Green Hill,
St. Michael.

Bid rigging

ATTORNEYS in Barbados are being
encouraged to consider voluntarily
allowing an independent audit of
their client accounts for the protec-
tion of themselves, their clients, and
the integrity of the legal profession.

This advice has come from Vice
President of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Barbados (ICAB),
Andrew Brathwaite.

According to the Barbados Bar
Association’s Legal Profession Code of
Ethics, attorneys are required to keep ac-
counts that clearly and accurately distin-
guish funds held in trust for clients
against the lawyer’s own finances.
However, Brathwaite noted that some
members of the legal fraternity or their
staff might relax such procedures if there
was no external party checking to make
sure that this occurred.

“Proper accounting for client money
can be complex, especially where there is
a large number of clients and client
transactions, and errors may occur inad-
vertently despite the best of intentions.
Even where the lawyer has employed
qualified accounting staff to supervise
record keeping, independent verification
may still be advisable,” commented
Brathwaite.

“Independent verification may include
periodic audit of client accounts, or lim-
ited procedures to verify that the rec-
ommended accounting systems and con-
trols are in place and operating effec-
tively,” he said.

While the Bar Association notes that
a breach of the rules in its Code of Ethics
constitutes professional misconduct,
Brathwaite pointed to the United
Kingdom’s (UK) Solicitors Regulatory
Authority Rules as offering a more de-
tailed guide for the protection of client
accounts, which he suggested the Bar
could consider for the purpose of updat-
ing its 1988 Code.Along with provisions
detailing the way that client accounts
should be set up, accessed and used, the

UK Rules require any attorney who
holds client money to provide an ac-
countants report on their finances to the
Authority within six months of the end
of each year.

Brathwaite said that while he under-
stood that some within the legal frater-

nity might have cost or other concerns,
ICAB was willing to collaborate with the
Bar Association on developing proce-
dures for voluntary compliance that
would bolster public confidence and trust
in the ability of providers of legal serv-
ices to protect the safety of client money.

ICAB’s advice to lawyers

Vice President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Barbados (ICAB),
Andrew Brathwaite. 

FTC COLUMN

       

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=mailto:info@ftc.gov.bb
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=http://www.ftc.gov.bb


10 • Monday February 9, 2015 Business Monday

ONE of the highlights in
Barbados during the past
week was the official open-
ing of the new Sandals Hotel
Resort at St. Lawrence Gap.
Founder and Chairman of

Sandals Gordon “Butch”
Stuart was among those
participating in the official
opening of the facility which
represents an investment of
more than $100 million.

Sandals opens

A Sandals vessel in the Careenage.

One of the interior offices of the new hotel.

Simply wonderful! Part of the new hotel.
Gordon ‘Butch’ Stuart speaking to the media just after the
opening ceremony.

    



Monday February 9, 2015 • 11Business Monday

ONE of the main issues
for Barbados is enhanc-
ing competitiveness in
the provision of goods
and services on the is-
land. That’s according
to the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO), since
Barbados already of-
fers investors a stable
business climate, good
infrastructure and an
educated workforce.

The WTO said country
has been running persist-
ent external current ac-
count deficits during the
review period. In 2013, the
deficit reached 11.6 per
cent of GDP, up from 9.6
per cent in 2008.The dete-
rioration of the deficit has
reflected falling service ex-
ports (mainly tourism re-
ceipts) and an increasingly
negative investment in-
come balance. It also said
that Barbados runs a con-
siderable merchandise
trade deficit, as imports of
goods are double its ex-
ports.

Barbados’ main mer-
chandise export products
are fuels, foods and chem-
icals. Its main trading
partners are the United
States, the EU, and Trini-
dad and Tobago (the latter
in Caricom).

Barbados is a founding
member of the Caribbean
Community and Common
Market (CARICOM), and
participates in the CARI-
COM Single Market and
Economy (CSME).
Through CARICOM, Bar-
bados has bilateral trade
agreements with Colom-
bia, Cuba, Costa Rica, the
Dominican Republic and
Venezuela.

Barbados, as a more-de-
veloped country (MDC)
within CARICOM, must
reciprocate tariff conces-
sions to the first four of
these countries.The agree-
ment with Venezuela is
non-reciprocal.

It is noted that Barbados
is an active player in the
WTO, and a supporter of
the multilateral trading
system.

However, the WTO has
found that during the pe-
riod under review, the is-
land has continued to ac-
tively advocate the partic-
ular vulnerability of small
economies to price and
supply fluctuations,higher
fixed costs of production
and marketing,and to nat-
ural disasters.

“Barbados sees the WTO
as providing a multilateral
rules-based framework for
the conduct of all trade.
Barbados deems of utmost
importance its participa-
tion in the CARICOM,and
in the bilateral trade

agreements subscribed
within its framework,”
said the Geneva based
WTO.

“Of particular economic
significance is the CARI-
FORUM-EU Economic
Partnership Agreement
(EPA), signed in October
2008, and ratified by Bar-
bados in July 2014.Barba-
dos has established a Unit
to co-ordinate the imple-
mentation of the EPA,and
is in the process of making
the legal adjustments re-
quired.

Currently, only about 10
per cent of imports are
subject to physical inspec-
tion. The main exception
to the use of the transac-
tion value relates to im-
ports of used vehicles, for
which a valuation method
based on the depreciation
of the vehicle is used.

Barbados applies
CARICOM’s Common
External Tariff (CET) with
a number of exceptions.

The general tariff ceil-
ing is 20 per cent for in-
dustrial goods and 40 per
cent for agricultural goods,
but as an exception to the
CET, Barbados applies a
60 per cent tariff on cer-
tain manufactured goods.

Reflecting this and some
tariff peaks in agriculture
which can be as high as
216 per cent,Barbados’ av-
erage applied tariff in
2014, at 15.9 per cent, was
above the CARICOM ave-
rage. Barbados grants du-
ty-free treatment to im-
ports from CARICOM
countries and preferences
to countries with which
CARICOM has preferen-
tial trade agreements,
such as Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba and the Domi-
nican Republic.

Under the EPA, Barba-
dos has granted tariff pref-
erences to imports from
EU countries since 2011.

In 2014, the average tar-
iff applied on EU imports
was almost 30 per cent
lower than the average
MFN rate. Value added
tax (VAT) is applied at a
general rate of 17.5 per
cent; there is a reduced
rate of 7.5 per cent for ac-
commodation in guest-
houses, hotels, inns and
others. A number of goods
and services considered es-
sential are zero-rated.

The WTO said that Bar-
bados continues to main-
tain a dual-licensing re-
gime that favours imports
from other CARICOM
partners. Accordingly,
there are two schedules

listing goods for which li-
cences must be obtained:
One for imports originat-
ing outside CARICOM
countries, and another for
goods originating within
CARICOM.

The first list is the more
extensive. Licences are
non-automatic for imports
for which concerns relate
to health and safety,public
morals and security.Other
licences are granted auto-
matically. Import licences
are valid for three months
and may be extended by
renewal upon expiry but
are not transferable be-
tween importers. Barba-
dos’ domestic legislation
with respect to contingen-
cy measures is outdated.

There is no authority in
charge of conducting in-
vestigations in the area.

Barbados’ standards bo-
dy is responsible for the
drafting and implementa-
tion of standards and tech-
nical regulations, in addi-
tion to certification,confor-
mity assessment and me-
trology activities. In addi-
tion, there are no sunset
clauses for technical regu-
lations, but standards are
generally reviewed every
five years.

Technical regulations
are usually standards that
have been made compul-
sory by the Minister of
Commerce. A standard
may be declared compulso-
ry for human, animal or
plant health or safety rea-
sons, to ensure quality or
provide adequate informa-
tion to the consumer, to
protect the economy, to
prevent fraud or decep-
tion, or to safeguard the
public interest or national
security.

Procedures for the adop-
tion of a technical regula-
tion include the publica-
tion of a notice in the
Official Gazette and in a
daily newspaper,and must
allow a period of at least 60
days from the publication
of the notice for comments.

As at November 2014, a
total of 44 technical regu-
lations were in force in
Barbados.

The WTO said also that
Barbados is in the process
of establishing a National
Agricultural Health and
Food Control Agency
(NAHFCA), to be responsi-
ble for sanitary and phy-
tosanitary (SPS) issues, in-
cluding review of the ex-
isting legislation to ensure
coherence with interna-
tional agreements and
codes of practice.

Enhance competitiveness
TRADE IN FOCUS
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TOKYO – College-edu-
cated and gainfully em-
ployed 36-year-old Eri-
ko Sekiguchi should be
a sought-after friend or
date, planning nights
on the town and far-
away resort vacations.
But she works in Japan,
a nation where worka-
holic habits die hard.

Often toiling 14 hours a
day for a major trading
company, including early
morning meetings and
after-hours “settai,” or net-
working with clients, she
used just eight of her 20
paid vacation days last
year.Six of those days were
for being sick.

“Nobody else uses their
vacation days,” said Seki-
guchi,who was so busy her
interview with The Asso-
ciated Press had to be re-
scheduled several times
before she could pop out of
the office.

The government wants
to change all that.

Legislation that will be
submitted during the par-
liamentary session that
began on January 26 aims
to ensure workers get the

rest they need. In a break
with past practice, it will
become the legal responsi-
bility of employers to en-
sure workers take their
holidays.

Japan has been study-
ing such legislation for
years. There has been
more impetus for change
since 2012 as a consensus
developed that the health,
social and productivity
costs of Japan’s extreme
work ethic were too high.

Part of the problem has
been that many people fear
resentment from co-work-
ers if they take days off, a
real concern in a conform-
ist culture that values har-
mony.

After all, in Japan, only
wimps use up all their va-
cation days.

Most of the affected
workers are “salarymen”
or“OL” for office ladies like
Sekiguchi, so dedicated to
their jobs they can’t seem
to go home. They are the
stereotypes of, and the
power behind, Japan Inc.

That has come with its
social costs.Sekiguchi wor-
ries she will never get mar-

ried or even find a boy-
friend, unless he happens
to be in the office. She
wishes companies would
simply shut down now and
then to allow workers to
take days off without
qualms.

The workaholic lifestyle
and related reluctance of
couples to raise children
have long been blamed as
a factor behind the nose-
diving birth rate that’s un-
dermining the world’s

third-biggest economy.
Working literally to

death is a tragedy so com-
mon that a term has been
coined for it:“karoshi”.The
government estimates
there are 200 karoshi
deaths a year from causes
such as heart attacks or
cerebral haemorrhaging
after working long hours.
It’s aware of many cases of
mental depression and sui-
cides from overwork not
counted as karoshi.

About 22 per cent of Ja-
panese work more than 49
hours a week, compared
with 16 per cent of Ameri-
cans, 11 per cent of the
French and Germans, ac-
cording to data compiled
by the Japanese govern-
ment.South Koreans seem
even more workaholic, at
35 per cent.

Culture thing
Barely half the vacation

days allotted to Japanese
workers are ever taken,an
average of nine days per
individual a year.

The problem in Japan in
some ways parallels the
situation of American
workers, many of whom
don’t get guaranteed paid
vacations at all. But those
who get them usually do
take all or most of them.

Japanese must use their
vacations for sick days, al-
though a separate law
guarantees two-thirds of
their wages if they get se-
riously ill and take ex-
tended days off.

That means workers

save two or three vacation
days for fear of catching a
cold or some other minor
illness so they can stay
home, said Yuu Wakebe,
the Health and Labour
Ministry official oversee-
ing such standards.

Wakebe himself rou-
tinely does 100 hours of
overtime a month, and
took only five days off last
year, one of them for stay-
ing home with a cold. He
managed to take a vaca-
tion to Hawaii with his
family.

“It is actually a worker’s
right to take paid vaca-
tions,” he said. “But work-
ing in Japan involves quite
a lot of a volunteer spirit.”

Younger workers feel un-
comfortable going home
before their bosses do.
Working overtime for free,
called “sah-bee-soo zahn-
gyo,” or “service overtime,”
is prevalent.

Job descriptions also
tend to be vague,especially
in white-collar occupa-
tions, meaning a person
not coming in translates to
more work for others in his
or her team.

The new law will allow
for more flexible work
hours, encouraging par-
ents to spend more time
with their children during
summer months, for in-
stance, when school is
closed.

Although Japan is noto-
rious for hard work, it’s
equally known for ineffi-
ciency and bureaucracy.
Workers sit around in the

name of team spirit, de-
spite questionable per-
formance and productivity.

Experts say the law is a
start,while acknowledging
the roots of the dilemma
lie deep.

When night falls in
Tokyo, groups of dark-
suited salarymen can be
seen, drinking at drab
lantern-bobbing pubs
under the train tracks,un-
winding before heading
home. They laugh, guzzle
down their beers and pick
at charcoal-broiled fish.

Ask any of them: They
haven’t taken many days
off.One said the 12 days he
took off last year were too
many.

Regulating time off
might be easier to imple-
ment if the economy im-
proves under Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe’s anti-defla-
tionary policies that weak-
ened the yen, a plus for
giant exporters such as
Toyota Motor Corp.

The overwork problem
intensified during the past
two decades of economic
stagnation in Japan. The
use of cheap labour be-
came common to stay com-
petitive in a rapidly global-
ising economy, while the
culture of loyalty to the
company stayed.

Abe, not a person noted
for taking long vacations,
has been stressing the
need for change.

Japan’s work ethic, he
said, is “a culture that
falsely beatifies long
hours”.

New law to
require
workaholic
Japanese to
take days off
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In this December 9, 2013 file photo, people walk by an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo.
Legislation that will be submitted during the parliamentary session that began Jan. 26, 2015 aims to ensure
workers get the rest they need. In a break with past practice, it will become the legal responsibility of em-
ployers to ensure workers take their holidays. Japan has been studying such legislation for years. There has
been more impetus for change since 2012 as a consensus developed that the health, social and productivity
costs of Japan’s extreme work ethic were too high. Part of the problem has been that many people fear re-
sentment from co-workers if they take days off, a real concern in a conformist culture that values harmony. 



ONE man’s trash is an-
other’s treasure, so the
old saying goes. But
what about bosses?

Can one employee con-
sider a boss toxic,while an-
other just calls it tough-
ness? There is a difference,
experts say, between a
hard-driving, high-expec-
tations manager and one
who is simply a bad leader.
It’s a topic several
LinkedIn Influencers
weighed in on this week.
Here’s what two of them
had to say:

Pree Sarkar, director,
Searchcraft
Recruitment

To develop great man-
agement skills, people
“need training, coaching
and clear direction,” wrote
Sarkar in his post 5 Things
Only Bad Bosses Say.
“Without these things,
some managers simply
don’t realise how poorly
they perform.”

There are five tell-tale
signs of the worst man-
agers – and “are likely to
have a destructive affect,”
he wrote.

Among them:“This place
falls apart without me. Bad
managers mistakenly be-
lieve that it’s a good reflec-
tion of their talents if the
workplace collapses as
soon as they are on holi-
day.In fact, it is a very poor
indictment of an individ-
ual’s management skills if
they cannot take time out,”
Sarkar wrote, adding that
good managers delegate,
and make sure others can
handle responsibilities,
“rather than microman-
age”.

“This is the way we have
always done it.” “History is
seldom a strong justifica-
tion for deciding not to
change things,” he wrote.
“Bad managers fear
change,and this statement
clearly indicates that the
person who made it justi-
fies his or her actions with-
out thinking about new op-
portunities.”

“You’re lucky to have a
job… It is damaging for a
manager to say this to peo-
ple,” Sarkar wrote.
“Ineffective managers try
to wield their authority
negatively… to make [peo-
ple] work harder because
they don’t know how to
coach and motivate people.
Good managers know that
motivated teams work
hard and get good results,
without any attempt to
bully them into gratitude.”

Jack Welch, former
chief executive at
General Electric and
executive chairman at
Jack Welch
Management Institute

Many kinds of bosses
can get results from their
employees.But can you tell
the difference between
tough and toxic, or effec-
tive and too nice?

“Without doubt, there
are tough bosses who are
nothing more than bully-
ing, power-drunk jerks,
and they’re brutal to work
for,”wrote Welch in his post
Tough Boss or Bad Boss?
“They callously push their
people, take credit when
things go right, point fin-
gers when they don’t and
generally are very stingy
with praise and rewards.
They can also be moody,po-
litical,manipulative,secre-
tive,outright mean or all of
the above.”

These bosses sometimes
get good results from em-
ployees, but it doesn’t last
for long, wrote Welch.

“At the other of the spec-
trum, and equally as dam-
aging to the business, are
the ‘Is everybody happy?’
bosses,” he wrote. The(y)
might be nice to work for,
“but their spinelessness
typically translates into
mediocre results”. That’s
partly because “they ex-
plain away misses without
meting out consequences
[and] change direction ac-
cording to the needs and
wishes of the last person
in their office,” Welch
wrote.

Then there’s the boss in
between these two ex-
tremes. To them, tough
means tough-minded, and
they are closer to the hard
end than the soft, wrote
Welch. “[They are] bosses
who define the notion of
tough the right way, and
because of that manage to
get strong, long-term per-
formance from their peo-
ple. It is not going too far to
say that such bosses are
actually the heroes of busi-
ness, not the villains,” he
wrote. “They might not
make everyone feel warm
and fuzzy, but their good
results create a healthy,
fair work environment
where people and the com-
pany prosper, where there
is job security for employ-
ees who perform well, and
value for shareholders.”

What’s so different about
these bosses? “They set
clear, challenging goals.
They connect those goals
with specific expectations.

They conduct frequent,rig-
orous performance re-
views. They reward re-
sults,” wrote Welch. “They
are relentlessly candid, let-
ting everyone know where
they stand and how the
business is doing. Every
single day, good tough
bosses stretch people.They
ask for a lot, and they ex-
pect to get it.”

Yes, this might make
them hard to work for, ex-
plained Welch. But, “if
you’re up to the challenge,
working for a tough boss
can be incredibly energis-
ing because you achieve in
ways you never thought
you could.”
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Danger ahead: Only bad
bosses say these things

There is a difference, experts say, between a hard-driving, high-expectations man-
ager and one who is simply a bad leader. 
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1. KEEP in mind that net-
working is about being 
genuine and authentic,
building trust and relation-
ships, and seeing how you
can help others.

2. Ask yourself what your
goals are in participating in
networking meetings. Some
maybe based more on learning,
making contacts or volunteer-
ing rather than on strictly
making business connections.
Whatever your goal is, you
should select the ones that will
help you get what you are 
looking for.

3. Attend as many people
gatherings as possible – those
that spark your interest.
However, pay attention the
tone and attitude of the group
ie: do they sound supportive of
one another? Does the leader-
ship appear competent?

4. Hold volunteer positions
in organisations. It is a really 
great way to stay visible and
give back to groups that have
helped you.

5. Ask open-ended questions
in networking conversations
such as: who, what, where,
when, how because it opens up
the discussion and tells the
other person or persons that
you are interested in them.

6. Become known as a power-
ful resource for others. People
will remember you and will
turn to you for suggestions,
ideas, contacts and many other
things.

7. Have a clear understand-
ing of what you do and why,
for whom, and what makes
your doing it special or differ-
ent from others who are doing
the same thing.

Because in order to get refer-
rals, you must first have a clear
understanding of what you do
and can easily articulate to 
others

8. Be able to articulate what
you are looking for and how
others may help you. So when
someone ask: “How may I help
you?” you can immediately 
respond..

9. Follow through quickly
and efficiently on referrals you
are given. Your actions are a
reflection on the referrals you
receive – you must respect and
honour them and they will con-
tinue to grow.

10. Communicate with the
people you meet who may ben-
efit from what you do and you
from what they do and express
that you enjoyed meeting
them, and ask if you could get
together and share ideas (one
to-one dance card)

Ten tips for successful business networking

One key to successful networking is to attend as many people gatherings as possible – those that spark your interest.

SOMETIMES, when you see
two products that are designed
to do the same thing, paying
more is actually a good idea
(think toilet paper or tissues).
You really do want thicker 
and softer, and it’s worth
paying for. But other times,
going the cheap route makes
perfect sense — and any
differences are all but
undetectable. Here are some
instances in which you can pay
less without sacrificing
quality.

1. Groceries approaching
sell-by dates
If it looks fine to you, and you
can freeze it or cook it right
away, go ahead. Grocery stores
mark food way down when it’s
close to the date they cannot
sell it at all. This 
can be a great way to save on
meats and produce in
particular, but you’ll want to
make sure you prepare or 
freeze right away. You don’t
want to end up throwing away
what the grocery store didn’t
have to because you bought 
it!

2. Books
If you have an e-reader (or an
app such as Goodreads), there
are many, many books that
you can read for free. (Project
Gutenberg includes more than
46 000 free books.) Think of it

as a library that never closes.
It can also be useful for
children who forget about a
book report until the night
before it is due … the book is
right there. No frantic trip to
the mall and, in many cases,
no fee. And if you enjoy
shopping for books? Check out
used books. They are usually
far less expensive than new.
And don’t forget your local
library – even some late fees
can still cost you less than
buying the book outright.

3. Razor blades &
disposable razors
Whether you choose
disposables or blades for a
safety razor, you’re paying
much less than you would for
an electric razor or a razor
with cartridges. And if you
want those cheap blades to
last longer, here’s a tip: Keep
them dry, meaning wipe them
off after every shave.

4. Dishes
The cheap ones hold up just
as well as the expensive ones.
You may prefer the more
expensive ones, but the others
are just as functional, and it’s
likely less traumatic when
they get broken. The same
goes for glassware.

5. Spices
You may see them at the dollar

store or in ethnic sections of
the supermarket – and the
prices are often significantly
lower than those in the spice
display at your supermarket.
Don’t be afraid to try them.

6. Children’s clothes
If kids are still growing – or if
this is a special occasion outfit
that will likely be worn just
once – don’t worry about
getting top qualify. It will be
outgrown before long, and
you’ll need the savings to buy
more clothes for your growing
child (unless you are lucky
enough to get hand-me-
downs). Many parents’ groups
hold sales of gently used
children’s clothing – you 
may be able to pick 
up some bargains there as
well.

7. Cellphone plans
Know yourself before you do it
– but if your usage is well
within what is permitted, you
may find that a cheaper plan
offers significant savings. But
do not assume you’ll get what
you pay for, and therefore the
most expensive phone/plan is
the best. A cheaper one may
not be noticeably different for
you, and the savings can be
enormous. I recently cut my
family’s cellphone bill in half
when I switched from a major
carrier to one that piggybacks

on free Wi-Fi when available.
It’s not perfect; there are some
dead zones where we can’t
place or receive calls, but it
works fine about 98% of the
time, which is good enough for
us.

Whether you’re working to
pay off debt or just want to
avoid paying more than you
need to, choosing products that
do what you need them to do
but cost less can help you get
closer to your goals. And
getting in the habit of
evaluating everyday spending
can help you stay alert to
whether you think you are
getting your money’s worth
when you choose to pay more.
It’s easy to go over budget and
get into debt – a scary idea for
many, especially considering
the lifetime cost of debt.

There are many, many more
ways to spend less without
feeling shortchanged, and
many of them, like cellphone
plans, depend on how you 
use the item in question. If you
use it frequently, it may be
worth it to you to buy the
highest possible quality.
Other times, cutting corners
won’t be noticeable at all – 
and you may feel freer to
dispose of no-longer-needed
purchases (think holiday
decorations from the dollar
store).

(Credit.com) 

When paying more isn’t worth it
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Keeping cyber
thieves at bay is
hard. They are

busy, well-motivated and
well-financed.

Just one example serves
to show just how prolific
they are. Every day, come
rain or shine, they crank
out about 250,000 novel
variants of viruses.

Their vigour has helped
them steal data from some
really big companies,
Target, Home Depot and
eBay, in the last few
months.

And, what is a problem
for the big companies is
even more acute for the
smaller firms. They have
an even tougher time
keeping the bad guys out.

“They are exposed to
many of the same attacks
as much larger enter-
prises, yet they don’t have
the security expertise and
resources available to
those larger firms,” said
Maxim Weinstein, a secu-
rity advisor at security
firm Sophos.

While attacks on the
eBays and Sonys of the
world make the headlines
there’s no doubt that
smaller firms are getting
hit. And getting hit hard.

Figures from Sophos
suggest about 30,000 web-
sites a day are being com-
promised by cyber bad
guys - most of those will
be the public face of one
SME or others.

Becoming a victim of a
hack or breach costs
smaller firms between
£65,000 and £115,000, ac-
cording to the PWC sur-
vey of the worst data
breaches among small
firms.Those worst hit will
suffer up to six breaches a
year, PWC suggested, so
the total cost could be even
higher.

For a smaller firm find-
ing that much cash to
clean up after a breach
could mean the difference
between keeping trading
and going bust.

This lack of focus on
cyber security is under-
standable, said Mr
Weinstein, as most small
and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) spent most
of their time on core com-
mercial activity such as
keeping customers happy,
seeking out new clients
and engaging in all the
basic day-to-day admin
needed to keep their en-
terprise afloat.

Worrying about com-
puter security comes a
long down their To Do lists,
he said.

Cyber commerce
But they do need to worry
because the nature of com-
merce in the 21st century
means that there are rela-
tively few SMEs that do
not make heavy use of
technology, said Steven
Harrison, lead technolo-
gist at IT services firm
Exponential-e.

“You do see a knowledge
gap,” he said “in that you
have these smaller compa-
nies that are smaller in
terms of people and rev-
enue but they are not
smaller in terms of the IT
they use.”

Ecommerce, websites,
apps, smartphones,
tablets, social media and
cloud services were all now
standard ways of doing
business in the 21st cen-
tury, he said.

And, he added, there
were some SMEs that
were based entirely
around technology but
that did not make them
experts in how to keep
their digital business se-
cure.

“There are some busi-
nesses that are much more
than just users of technol-
ogy,” he said. “They have
huge computing require-

ments as well as massive
storage and bandwidth re-
quirements - far more
than their head count
would suggest.”

Either way, he said,
everyone is a target and
they all need to look exter-
nally to security firms for
help.

“In the same way they
don’t run your own bank or
accountancy firm they
shouldn’t run their own se-
curity operation,” he said
adding that SMEs often
need help to understand
the sheer range of threats
arrayed against them.

Everyone is familiar
with attempts to penetrate
internal networks to steal
payment information or
customer data records but

may be less knowledgeable
about invoice fraud, ran-
somware, malvertising, or
even attacks that “scrape”
websites with automated
tools to steal all the infor-
mation about prices and
products they contain.

Cash question
And that was where they
hit their first problem, he
said. How much do they
spend? Estimates vary on
how much SMEs spend on
IT security.

The most recent govern-
ment figures published 18
months ago suggest SMEs
with 100 or more employ-
ees spend about £10,000
per year. The smallest
small firms,with less than
20 staff, spend about £200.

Other estimates put the
spend at about £30 per em-
ployee.

Mr Weinstein from
Sophos said SMEs should
start with the basics.

This includes anti-virus
software, firewalls, spam
filters on email gateways
and keeping devices up to
date. This, he said, would
defeat the majority of the
low level threats that
those busy cyber thieves
are churning out.

Government advice on
how SMEs can be safer re-
volves around a 10 steps
programme that empha-
sises basic, good practice.
It’s big on those simple
steps such as keeping soft-
ware up to date and apply-
ing the widely used soft-
ware tools that can spot
and stop the most prolific
threats.

But it also stresses that
smaller firms understand
more about how they use
data and how it flows
around their organisation.

This is important, said
Greg Hanson from serv-
ices firm Informatica, be-
cause security is no longer
about setting up a fortress
around your systems,
servers and staff to keep
the bad guys out. Now, he
said, the way data flows
between SMEs, their sup-
ply chains and customers

has made it impossible to
maintain the fortress-like
security stance.

Having a good sense of
where data goes and who
uses it can help limit the
damage if it goes astray,
he said.

“There’s a proliferation
of data flowing through or-
ganisations that really
needs to be controlled bet-
ter,” he said.

Having control of that
data, knowing its value
and where it is going, can
help a company guard
against it leaking out acci-
dentally and maliciously.
For instance, having that
control might help a firm
spot that a server was ac-
cidentally exposed to the
net and private informa-
tion was viewable by any-
one.

It can also help SMEs
keep an eye on their sup-
pliers and partners to en-
sure that data is handled
appropriately.

And finally, said Mr
Harrison from
Exponential-e, firms need
to put in place a plan for
what happens when a
breach or security incident
does occur.

“It’s not a question of if
something bad will hap-
pen,” he said. “It will, but
it’s all about what they do
about it."

Why small firms struggle
with cyber security

A fortress-style security stance is no longer pos-
sible, say experts.

The rise of the smartphone means few small businesses do not rely on technology to some extent.

    



CARIBBEAN countries
are at risk of cyber 
terrorism attacks and
cybercrimes as the de-
veloping world boosts
its information and
communication tech-
nology (ICT) solutions,
according to Phillip
Paulwell, president 
of the Caribbean
Telecommunications
Union (CTU).

He added, however, that
developing countries on a
global Internet grid can
benefit from cheaper and
more reliable communica-
tions solutions, as well as
enhanced foreign direct in-
vestments, so regional
leaders must put strategies
in places to combat threats
resulting from this grow-
ing revolution.

Speaking at virtual in-
auguration ceremony of
the CTU’s new headquar-
ters in Port-of-Spain,
Trinidad, Paulwell, who is
also Minister of Science,
Technology, Energy and
Mining in Jamaica, said:
“Already we are witness-
ing the rising tide of cyber
terrorism and cybercrimes.
The use of modern telecom-
munication networks such
as Internet—chat rooms,e-

mails, notice boards and
groups—and mobile
phones have exacerbated
the situation.

“Cybercrimes are now
threatening the security
and financial health of
countries rich and poor;
copyright infringement,
child pornography, and
child grooming, as well as,
problems of privacy are
now growing concerns.”

Paulwell added:
“Cybercrimes, including es-
pionage, financial theft,
and other cross-border
crimes are on the uptick.A
report, sponsored by
McAfee, estimates the an-
nual damage to the global
economy at US$445 billion.
Approximately US$1.5 bil-
lion was lost in 2012 to on-
line credit and debit card
fraud in the US alone.
Individually and collec-
tively, we continue to de-

vise strategies to combat
these threats. And our ef-
forts thus far signal our re-
solve to overcome these
challenges and to be proac-
tive going forward.”

He said as a regional or-
ganisation the CTU has
laid a solid foundation on
which to advance into the
future—a future to be
characterised by dy-
namism, innovation and
change, virtually at the
speed of thought.

“Together we are faced
with the objective reality
that to ignore the benefits
from advances in science
and technology will con-
demn our region and its
people to persistent
poverty and underdevelop-
ment. The good news is
that, today and going for-
ward, we are developing
strategies to harness the
explosion in new knowl-

edge,” he said.
The minister added:

“Our organisation has
demonstrated the re-
silience to ride the wave of
change and adapt to its
challenges and opportuni-
ties. We have witnessed
dramatic increase in the
processing power available
at a given price; the virtual
doubling of storage capac-
ity per unit area every
year; the increase in vol-
ume of data that travels

across a fibre optic cable,
virtually doubling every
nine months…and in gen-
eral, the impact of this
technological progress has
been profound.

“The ripple effects from
the Internet are at an 
embryonic stage of devel-
opment. Already the
fastest growing communi-
cations medium in history,
the Internet has triggered
the technological conver-
gence between telephone,

television and the com-
puter.”

Today, said the CTU
head, the Internet and
other ICTs embody many
of the elements of the new
and future communica-
tions market-place, with
the onset of freeware, the
separation of networks and
provision of services, the
availability of affordable
mass access,and the provi-
sion of scalable broadband
communications.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Jamaica recorded a 3.6 per
cent increase in tourist ar-
rivals in 2014,Tourism and
Entertainment Minister,
Dr. Wykeham McNeill has
announced.

McNeill said that the is-
land had received an esti-
mated US$2.2 billion in
revenue from the sector
last year, a 5.8 per cent in-
crease over the similar pe-
riod in 2013.

He said the Jamaica wel-
comed more than two mil-
lion stopover visitors dur-
ing last year as compared
to 2013, describing the fig-
ures as unprecedented.

“This surpassed the two
million we did in 2013.
Between January and
December 2014, we wel-
comed 2,080,181stopover
visitors, which represents
an increase of 3.6 per cent
over the 2,008,004 stop

over visitors recorded for
2013,” he said.

He said overall, Jamaica
welcomed over 71,000 more
visitors during 2014, than
the previous year and that

the major contributors
were increased arrivals
from the source markets,
with stopover arrivals out
of Europe growing by 10.7
per cent; Canada 5.2 per

cent and the United States
two per cent.

McNeill said that there
had also been a 9.2 per cent
increase from the Asian
market.

McNeill said that
Jamaica also recorded a
12.5 per cent growth in
cruise ship arrivals over
2013.

“In 2014, the island wel-

comed 1,423,797 cruise vis-
itors, which represents an
increase of 12.5 per cent
over 2013. In other words,
Jamaica welcomed over
158,000 more cruise ship
visitors in 2014 than we did
in 2013.

“So,in total,Jamaica wel-
comed some 3.5 million vis-
itors to the island in 2014,”
McNeill said, noting that
for December 2014,the first
month of the current
Winter Tourist season, ar-
rivals recorded an increase
of 5.9 per cent over 2013,
with 213,129, and that
cruise ship was also up 12.6
per cent. McNeill said that
preliminary arrival figures
for January 2015 are very
promising and from all in-
dications, Jamaica should
experience a very strong
(rest of) the winter season,
and that things are shap-
ing up for the summer.
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Phillip Paulwell, Jamaica’s Minister of Science, Technology, Energy and
Mining and CTU president, presents a token to Bernadette Lewis, secretary
general, CTU at the virtual launch of the organisation’s new headquarters to
be located at Mary Street, St Clair, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. The venue for the
unveiling was Hyatt Regency. PHOTO: Trinidad Guardian

NEW YORK, United
States – United States
airline JetBlue says it is
continuing its push into
the Caribbean, announc-
ing on Wednesday that

Grenada would become
its newest destination.

Starting June 11,
JetBlue will fly the 150
seat Airbus A320 aircraft
to the Maurice Bishop

International Airport in
Grenada on Thursdays
and Saturdays from the
John F. Kennedy
International airport.

Grenada would become

JetBlue’s 90th destina-
tion overall and its 32nd
destination in the
Caribbean and Latin
America.

“We cannot wait to add

Grenada to our network
of Caribbean destina-
tions,” said Dave Clark,
JetBlue’s vice president
for network planning.

“Grenada is one of the

most beautiful and ad-
venturous destinations in
the Caribbean, and our
new nonstop service will
make it much easier to
get there,” he added.

Cybercrime threat to
region’s financial health

Jamaica’s tourism sector continuing to achieve steady growth

The island had received an estimated US$2.2 billion in revenue from the sector last year, a 5.8 per cent
increase over the similar period in 2013.

JetBlue continues Caribbean expansion with new service to Grenada



KINGSTON, Jamaica
–Morant Bay Rum –
founded by the Morant
Bay Distillery owner
Peter Townsend – will
make its international
debut in London at the
International Food &
Drink Expo (IFE) at the
Excel centre in March.

The four-day IFE Expo
is said to attract people
from more than 100 coun-
tries, covering food and
drink retailing, distribu-
tion, export and the hos-

pitality sectors, the key
markets the Morant Bay
Rum is seeking to con-
nect with according to a
news release Wednesday.

The Morant Bay Rum
is a new entrant into the
growing rum sector. It is
made from Jamaican mo-
lasses sourced from an
estate in Jamaica.
According ot the release,
the rum is then produced
using temperature-con-
trolled conditions at a
site in the United

Kingdom, replicating the
climate of Jamaica for
rum production, distill-
ing, and ageing with the
bottling process.

“This allows for direct
access into the European
markets to service them
quickly, using the UK as
an advantageous and
strategic hub of opera-
tions in London, the
Morant Bay Distillery
can take advantage of the
wealth of events and
business opportunities in

one of the largest influ-
ential cultural capital
cities in the world,” the
release read.

The long-term plan is
to set up Jamaican oper-
ations to service the
America’s, China and the
tourism market, econom-
ically develop more op-
portunities for Jamaica
to export globally, as the
Jamaican brand has a
high cultural value and
international presence,
the release continued.
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The Morant Bay Rum is a new entrant into the growing rum sector. It is made from Jamaican molasses
sourced from an estate in Jamaica. According ot the release, the rum is then produced using tempera-
ture-controlled conditions at a site in the United Kingdom, replicating the climate of Jamaica for rum
production, distilling, and ageing with the bottling process.

General Secretary of WAWU Kertiste Augustus

DOMINICA – The
Waterfront and Allied
Workers Union (WAWU)
is staying steadfast in its
stance with regards to
making Sunday a normal
working day.

General Secretary of
WAWU Kertiste Augustus
said the union will con-
tinue to object the idea.

“The private sector
unions will continue to ob-
ject to and challenge the
call for such action to
make Sundays an ordi-
nary workday,” he said.
“That idea surfaced some
years ago and was
soundly defeated. Both
unions and churches ob-
jected and got the full sup-
port of the substantial

majority of the popula-
tion.”

In recent times, both the
Dominica Employers
Federation (DEF) and the
Dominica Hotel and
Tourism Association
(DHTA) stated that they
are in support of Sunday
as a workday, particularly
when cruise ships make
calls to the island.

Augustus said the rea-
soning is based on the fol-
lowing:

•The Labour Contract
Act Chapter 89:04 sched-
ule 4C- provides for one
(1) full day of rest per
week.

•The Labour Standard
Act: 89:05- section 12 calls
for a full day of rest prefer-

ably, Sunday.
•Protection

Employment Act: 89:02
section 10 E states “there
is no misconduct if one’s
absence on Saturday/
Sunday is for religious
worship”.

•Act: 89:02-is further
buttress by our constitu-
tion-part 1, section 9- free-
dom of worship under the
fundamental freedoms,
provisions, religion.

•International Labour
Organization (ILO)
Recommendation #161
call for one day of rest,
preferably Sundays.

He added that the Bible
also supports the position.

•Exodus chapter: 20 vs
9-11 –six days to labour,

one day of rest from
labour —Leviticus chap-
ter: 23 vs 3: bear no bur-
den on the Sabbath day.

Augustus is posing a
question to the DHTA.

“When will be the day
of rest … are we returning
to the days of slavery?” he
asked. “Absolutely not.”

He is also arguing that
in other Caribbean juris-
dictions, workers are paid
double time on Sundays,
something that busi-
nesses in Dominica do not
want to honour.

Augustus said busi-
nesses are free to operate
on Sundays but they must
be prepared to pay the
double time to employees
if they are available.

THE Dominica govern-
ment is pleased with
the PetroCaribe agree-
ment, an oil alliance of
many Caribbean states
with Venezuela to pur-
chase oil on conditions
of preferential pay-
ment, which it signed
onto in 2005.

Minister for Housing,
Lands and Water Resource
Management, Reginald
Austrie, said on a govern-
ment radio program ‘Focus
on Government and
Development’ on state-
owned DBS Radio on
Thursday, 5 February,
2015, Dominica has bene-
fitted from grant-funded
projects worth seventy six
million dollars through
PetroCaribe.

Dominica was among
fourteen countries who
signed unto the agreement
at the 2005 summit in
Caracas.

“We have two hundred
and seventy-nine persons
receiving free LPG on a
monthly basis as a result of
the PetroCaribe initiative,
we have sixty persons
under the Yes We Care pro-
gram, we have twenty-
nine beneficiaries; cente-
narians and other senior
citizens, and then we have
another hundred and
ninety other persons who
were recommended to re-
ceive free LPG,”Mr Austrie

said.
Minister Austrie in-

formed that in addition to
the free cooking gas,
Fisherfolk have also bene-
fitted through
PetroCaribe.

“Between 2011 and now,
we have given to the fish-
ing communities a hun-
dred and fourteen thou-
sand dollars in terms of re-
bate…so by the end of
March, we would have
paid out pretty close to a
quarter million dollars to
these poor Fisherfolk who
had no insurance,” Mr
Austrie said.“In terms of
grant funded projects,over
the ten years and I’m talk-
ing about what came
through PetroCaribe, not
what came through bilat-
eral discussions between
the PM and officials in
Caracas, seventy six mil-
lion dollars and all this is a
result of the signing on by
Dominica to the
PetroCaribe agreement,”
Mr Austrie informed

The alliance was
launched on 29 June 2005
in Puerto La Cruz,
Venezuela. The 29th of
June will mark the tenth
anniversary of the agree-
ment which, in 2013,
agreed links with the
Bolivarian Alliance for the
Americas (ALBA),to go be-
yond oil and promote eco-
nomic cooperation.

Dominica
pleased with
PetroCaribe
arrangement

British J’can rum enters world trade market

Dominica unions against Sunday
being declared ordinary work day

 



US office supply store
Staples has announced
it will buy rival Office
Depot for $6.3bn
(£4bn) in an effort to
fend off competition
from internet retailers
such as Amazon.

However, the deal will
come under the scrutiny
of regulators.

Nearly 18 years ago, the
US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) re-
jected a merger between
the two firms, citing an-
titrust concerns.

But the market for of-
fice supplies has changed
significantly since then.

Just over a year ago, the
FTC approved Office
Depot’s merger with Office
Max - the other main US
office supply chain - citing
increased competition.

Sales at all three chains
had been declining for
some time, as customers
used internet retailers
such as Amazon, as well
as other large supply
stores like Walmart and
Target, for their office sup-
plies.

Last year, Staples an-
nounced it would close
12% of its 1,300 stores in

the US.
“This is a transforma-

tional acquisition which
enables Staples to provide
more value to customers,
and more effectively com-
pete in a rapidly evolving

competitive environment,”
said Ron Sargent, Staples’
chairman and chief execu-
tive officer, in a statement.

“We expect to recognise

at least $1bn of synergies
as we aggressively reduce
global expenses and opti-
mise our retail footprint,”
he added.

Shares in Staples fell
more than 10% on news of
the purchase, as investors
weighed whether or not
the move would be ap-

proved by regulators.
Staples said it had

agreed to pay Office Depot
a $250m fee if the merger
is scuttled.
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BRITISH food ingredient
company Tate & Lyle has
issued its third profit
warning in a year, hit by
weak trading at its sweet-
ener business.

The company, which
makes Splenda, warned
that annual profits would
be “modestly below” the
range of £230m to £245m
that it forecast in
September.

The September figure
was itself a downgrade
from earlier forecasts.

Tate blames competi-
tion from cheaper Chinese
sweeteners and falling
sugar prices in Europe.

Shares closed down
12.3% at 582.69p, valuing
the company at £2.7bn.
The stock has fallen 23%
in the past 12 months.

Tate & Lyle has been
struggling over the past
year.

Supply issues
A harsh winter in the

United States in 2014 re-
duced Tate’s supply of corn
which is the firm’s raw
material for the produc-
tion of sweeteners.

“The very cold and long

winter in the US meant
Tate & Lyle came into
2014 with lower [corn]
stocks than usual, as the
company produces a lot of
corn in the US,” said Alec
Mattinson, finance editor
at The Grocer magazine.

“This was exacerbated
by a shutdown of its
Singapore sucralose fac-
tory - meaning it didn’t

have enough product to
fulfil orders,” he added.

As an emergency meas-
ure Tate had to spend
£31m flying orders direct
to its customers.

Chinese challenge
David Turner, global

food and drink analyst at
Mintel, said that the pro-
duction problems at Tate
& Lyle were “short-term

issues” that could be cor-
rected with “correct busi-
ness planning".

In the longer term Mr
Turner says that compe-
tition from lower priced
Chinese sweeteners is a
big challenge.

He thinks Tate might be
considering buying a com-
petitor to help counter
that threat.

US electronics retailer
RadioShack has filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in a widely-ex-
pected move.

It has lost more than
90% of its value over the
past years, as it struggled
to attract customers to its
often outdated stores.

In the Delaware court
filing, RadioShack said it
had $1.2bn in assets and
$1.38bn in debt.

RadioShack, which first
opened in 1921 as a mail-

order retailer, currently
operates 4,485 stores
across the US.

The company sells
everything from mobile
phone accessories to con-
verters and power cables.

In its bankruptcy filing,
the firm said it planned to
sell up to 2,400 stores to
shareholder Standard
General.

RadioShack was de-
listed from the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE)
earlier in the week.

RadioShack files
for bankruptcy
after long
decline

Tate & Lyle issues another
profit warning

Staples buys Office Depot to fight internet
competition

Staples tried to buy Office Depot in 1997, but the move was rejected by US regulators.

The US corn harvest in 2014 was hit by severe weather, which disrupted Tate and
Lyle’s supplies
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LONDON – Britain’s
Poundland on Friday
snapped up rival
group 99p Stores for
£55 million ($84 mil-
lion, 74 million euros)
in a deal underlining
the nation’s booming
discount retail sector.

The group, which
floated on the London
stock market last year,
announced in a statement
that it has agreed to buy
the family-owned 99p
Stores chain in a cash-
and-shares deal.

Poundland, which
charges one pound per
item, operates a network
of almost 600 stores
across Britain and
Ireland with an estimated
five million customers per
week.

Rival chain 99p Stores,
which sells items at 99
pence each, has 251
branches and around two
million weekly customers,
registering sales of £370.4
million in the year to
February 1 last year.

"This is a good deal for
both businesses and will
benefit customers and
shareholders,” said
Poundland chief executive
Jim McCarthy in the
statement.

“Through working to-
gether, Poundland will
improve choice, value and
service for 99p Stores’
customers, bringing
Poundland’s proven
know-how and range to

99p Stores.
“We also believe that we

can improve the perform-
ance of the 99p Stores es-
tate and generate further
value for Poundland’s
shareholders.”

Businessman Nadir
Lalani, an immigrant
from Tanzania, founded
99p stores in 2001 with a
single outlet in Holloway,
north London.

He opened a further
three stores later that
year with sons Hussein
and Faisal.

Consumer behaviour
experts said Poundland
had got a “good price” for
their rival.

“Poundland’s proposed
acquisition of 99p Stores
seems to make a lot of
sense,” said Chris
Longbottom, director of
Kantar Worldpanel.

“Poundland also appear
to be getting a good price
for 99p Stores, who have
enjoyed little growth in
the latest year and mod-
est profits".

Poundland will pay
£47.5 million in cash plus
£7.5 million in new
shares, while the deal will
be partly funded by a
share placing but remains
subject to regulatory ap-
proval.

Discount chains
boomed in Britain during
the economic downturn,
as consumers tightened
their belts to save cash,
and remain popular.

NEW YORK – Uber says
it’s introducing two new
safety features for riders
in India in response to
concerns about safety that
followed a passenger re-
porting she had been
raped by a driver.

The San Francisco taxi
alternative company says
it will launch a “panic but-
ton” in its ride-hailing app
that allows riders to no-
tify the police in case of an
emergency, and a “safety
net” feature that will

allow users to share trip
details and their location
with as many as five other
people.

Uber says it is also cre-
ating a local team that
will respond to reports by
riders and will get a noti-
fication when the panic
button is pressed.

The company says the
new features will be avail-
able Wednesday. Uber did
not say if the new features
will be available in other
countries.

THE HAGUE,
Netherlands – After
protests by Jewish
groups, a Dutch-Swiss
maritime engineering
company said Friday it
will change the name of a
giant ship that had been
christened after a con-
victed Nazi.

The Pieter Schelte’s
name honored the Dutch
father of Edward
Heerema, founder and
president of the ship’s op-
erator Allseas Group SA.
Pieter Schelte Heerema is
considered a pioneer in
maritime engineering
who helped open oil explo-
ration in the North Sea.

But Jewish groups in
the Netherlands and
Britain had called for
change, saying the name
was a grim reminder of
Pieter Schelte Heerema’s
World War II role as an of-
ficer in the Nazi’s Waffen
SS and his subsequent
war crimes conviction.

Allseas Group said that
due to the “widespread re-
actions” Edward Heerema
has announced that the
name of the vessel will be
changed.

“It has never been the
intention to offend any-

one,” the company said in
a statement.

Earlier Friday, the com-
pany said it had no plans
to change the name. The
new name was not imme-
diately announced.

“Wonderful, wonderful
news. You’ve made my
day,” Esther Voet of Dutch
Jewish group CIDI said
when she was told of the
name change.

The 382-meter (1,253-
foot) ship is to be used in
the dismantling of Royal
Dutch Shell’s Brent Delta

platform. The top of the
platform will be removed
from the North Sea and
hauled to shore.

The ship’s name had
been known for years but
had drawn increased
protests since the ship ar-
rived in Rotterdam last
month.

Shell, which had lobbied
for the name to be
changed, said in a state-
ment it was “pleased they
have decided to change
the name of the vessel”
and looked forward to

working with Allseas.
Schelte Heerema fought

with the Waffen SS and
later become a director of
a company in the
Netherlands that rounded
up laborers – some volun-
teers, others conscripted
– for the Nazi war effort,
said David Barnouw, a re-
tired researcher at the re-
spected Dutch National
Institute for War
Documentation. He
served one year and two
months in prison for war
crimes, he said.

Discounter Poundland buys rival 99p Stores

Uber to
introduce
‘panic button’
safety feature
in India

Company agrees to change
Nazi-linked name of giant ship

Poundland has almost 600 stores across Britain and Ireland, charging one pound per item 

A Dutch-Swiss maritime engineering company is coming under intense pressure
to change the name of a giant ship being fitted out in Rotterdam because it is
named for a convicted Nazi war criminal.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $1.90 $1.90 - $1.81 - 6,156 -

Banks Holdings Limited -* 05-Feb-15 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.85 2,010 1,148

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.50 20,000 625

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.47 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $2.51 $3.00 699 7,115

FirstCaribbean International Bank 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.89 50 500

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 20,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.17 $0.22 $0.05 $0.22 - 5,000 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 06-Feb-15 20,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.50 $0.55 $0.05 $0.55 - 5,000 - 
- Value Fund 

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 06-Feb-15 500 $6.41 $6.41 $6.40 $6.40 $0.00 $6.41 - 500 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 05-Feb-15 - - - $2.40 $2.40 - $2.35 $2.40 4,500 10,446

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 04-Feb-15 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 3,856

Massy Holdings Limited 30-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $19.50 $20.00 18,217 10,707

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.85 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 4,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 05-Feb-15 - - - $1.75 $1.75 - $1.75 $1.79 116 2,366

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,897

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 40,500 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 04-Feb-15 $101.50 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 65,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
February 6, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4784 -0.0024
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4966 0.0013
30-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2660 0.0015
29-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.291 0.0030
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8148   4.8148 4.8148   0.0042
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8443 0.0018
30-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0042 0.0010
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
30-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w   2.28 0.00
30-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.27 -0.01
30-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w    1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - DEV FUND    20,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.05
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND     20,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.05
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 500 $6.41 $6.41 $6.40 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
February 6, 2015

Two securities advanced and one traded firm as 40,500 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $18,605.00. Fortress
Caribbean Property Fund - Development Fund was the volume leader trading 20,000 shares at $0.22 to close up five (5) cents. They
were followed by Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Value Fund and Goddard Enterprises Limited which traded 20,000 and 500
shares respectively. 

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 107,562 shares. The top three companies traded were Goddard Enterprises
Limited with 30,256, Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Development Fund with 27,200 and Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Value
Fund with 27,200 shares.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
February 6th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

February 6, 2015 February 5, 2015
Local  2,133.61 2,131.27 2.34 
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 610.56 610.13 0.43 

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
February 6, 2015 February 5, 2015

Local  5,356.41 5,350.85 5.57 
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -   
Composite 8,218.12 8,212.55 5.57      

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company will be held on February 6th, 2015.

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Directors have declared an interim
dividend of sixteen (16) cents per share to be paid on March 13th, 2015
to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 26th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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TESCO is to face another in-
vestigation, this time into its
relations with suppliers, amid
concerns it breached the
Groceries Supply Code of
Practice.

The Groceries Code
Adjudicator (GCA) joins the
Serious Fraud Office and the
Financial Reporting Council in
investigating the supermarket
chain.

The adjudicator, Christine
Tacon, said she had “reasonable
suspicion” that the code had
been breached.

She said other supermarkets
might also be investigated.

However, the GCA will not be
able to fine Tesco for past of-

fences.
In a statement, Business

Secretary Vince Cable said:
“Last week I secured the final
agreement in government to
proceed with legislation to en-
able the regulator to impose
hefty fines for those supermar-
kets found guilty of mistreat-
ing suppliers.”

These penalties on large re-
tailers could total up to 1% of
their annual UK turnover.

But Ms Tacon told the BBC
that despite this legislation, she
could not force Tesco to pay a
penalty, because the offences
would have been committed be-
fore she was given the power to
impose fines.

THOUGH it’s still early,
Pizza Hut appears to have
a way to go before it can
declare victory with its
new menu. The good news
here is the early part. The
bad news is Pizza Hut’s big
changes don’t seem to have
been met with the same de-
gree of customer interest
as Taco Bell’s breakfast
was when it went on sale
nationally a few months
back.

In November, Pizza Hut, the
world’s largest pizza seller,
made major updates to its of-
ferings with a line of specialty
pizzas and new sauces and in-
gredients. So far, that hasn’t
done a great deal for sales
growth. Pizza Hut’s total
same-store sales were down
1% for the year, while in the
U.S. where the menu was an-
nounced, they fell 3%, accord-
ing to results reported
Wednesday. For the fourth

quarter, same-store sales were
unchanged both world-wide
and in the U.S. market.
Because the new menu is only
a month and a half of results,
it isn’t a disaster. It is, how-
ever, a disappointment that
sales results weren’t seeing a
clearer impact.

Yum Brands (YUM), its
owner, says Pizza Hut did
have bright spots. CEO Greg
Creed and company
spokesman Jonathan Blum in-
dicated the menu is helping
with planned customer return
visits and that segments of the
millennials, a key group every
restaurant wants to get in the
door, are supporting the
changes. However, items like
balsamic drizzle and fresh
spinach perhaps haven’t yet
resonated with the everyday
pepperoni pizza buyer who
might not be after fast-casual,
artisan toppings from Pizza
Hut.

This is especially notable be-
cause of the readily available
contrasts. One of those is the
performance of competitors
Domino’s (DPZ) and Papa
John’s (PZZA), who are getting
added revenue from the per-
ceptions of “higher end” or
“better” pizzas they have. That
they’re increasing sales sug-
gests pizza buyers aren’t
against purchasing from a
large chain, whether that’s for
an ordinary pizza or a spe-
cialty item of the craft style.
Can Pizza Hut see the same in
2015 and beyond? It needs to.

As for the second compari-
son, that involves another
Yum company – Taco Bell,
which is getting it right with
customers. Breakfast, rolled
out across the country last
spring, was an immediate star.
Here’s what David Novak, the
CEO before Creed, said in the
second-quarter earnings press
release in July: “At Taco Bell,
we’re very pleased with the
initial results of our national
breakfast launch and have a
strong new product pipeline
across all day-parts to drive a
strong second half.” Further
upbeat comments about the
“new growth platform” at Taco
Bell arrived with the third-
quarter report. That has con-
tinued.

Obviously, Pizza Hut and

Taco Bell are different, not
just in the type of food they
sell, but with Taco Bell being
cheaper, faster and having the
drive-thrus. That said, if we’re
going to discuss early wins at
a Yum division, we have to
talk about early losses, too.

Restaurant changes
Pizza Hut is a long-standing

brand in America, and it’s try-
ing to make a giant step to-
ward the new dining world of
fresher ingredients and dar-
ing recipes. The magnitude of
that shift is admirable, and in
some ways, it’s not unlike the
debate going on at McDonald’s
(MCD) about what the com-
pany wants to be. At the latter,
that debate has meant a state
of turmoil for several quarters.
At the former, it’s only begin-
ning, but it has to work to get
sales – $5.7 billion in the U.S.
in 2013, unchanged from 2012
– climbing.

Creed, who began as CEO on
Jan. 1, said “the initial re-
launch of the Pizza Hut brand
in the U.S. did not deliver the
sales lift we expected,” but
that “consumers have re-
sponded positively to the new
menu and we intend to lever-
age this more effectively going
forward.” On his first earnings
conference call as CEO, he
noted that Pizza Hut “quite
frankly has underperformed

over the past years,” but he
said he was confident the
changes were the proper
course. Shareholders are going
to give him room to prove that.
After all, he was the leader of
Taco Bell before he took over
at Yum’s corporate office, and
while there, he was viewed as
an outstanding business oper-
ator who led the taco maker’s
restoration.

Were it not for the fact that
investors and analysts are, un-
derstandably, more concerned
with Yum’s problems in China,
where’s it’s been hurt by food
setbacks including a supply
investigation in mid-2014,
Pizza Hut would be a greater
worry. In what was a mixed
year for the company’s finan-
cials, reported this week,
same-store sales in China fell
5%. That’s a much bigger issue
that has to be turned around.

For Pizza Hut, there’s no
doubt the new menu can bol-
ster sales. And in fact it was
credited, along with a new mo-
bile app and website, with
leading to record digital sales
on Super Bowl Sunday. But
the results do have to be
watched in the months and
quarters ahead. Because as
Yum corrects other areas,
Pizza Hut’s lack of sales mo-
mentum, if it continues, won’t
remain secondary.

YUM Brands, the owner of KFC
and Taco Bell, swung to a loss
after sales in China failed to re-
cover from food safety scandals.

The US firm lost $86m (£57m)
in the three months to
December, compared with a
profit of $321m a year earlier.

Same-store sales in China, its
biggest market, fell 16% in the
quarter, which was its biggest
drop in 18 months.

The firm has struggled to at-
tract customers back following
allegations a former supplier
used out of date meat.

In recent years, Chinese con-
sumers have faced numerous
food scandals ranging from
tainted milk powder to rat meat
being passed off as lamb.

That has made them wary of
any businesses that have been
embroiled in any food-related
scandal.

Yum chief executive Greg
Creed said he is confident their
China business will recover this
year.

“Overall results in 2014 were
disappointing as the Chinese
supplier incident in July offset

our strong first half of the year,”
he said in a statement.

“Our top priority is to recover
sales in China and capture the
significant profit leverage we
have in this business.While the
sales recovery in China contin-
ues to be slower than expected,
we anticipate a strong second
half of 2015 as the turnaround
gains momentum, led by menu
innovation across the year.”

Yum plans to open at least 700
new stores in China, where it
already operates more than 6
700 restaurants.

Pizza Hut’s new
menu isn’t
helping sales
much yet

Yum swings to a loss on
China sales fall

Tesco probe

Pizza Hut’s new specialty pizzas

A Tesco store
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A NEW programme to assist co-opera-
tives and their members has been
launched in Barbados.The programme is
entitled the Co-operative Member
Assistance Programme, and was
launched recently by the umbrella body
for co-operatives in Barbados – The
Barbados Co-operative Business
Association Ltd (BCBA).

The Co-operative Member Assistance
Programme (CMAP), was developed with
a view to assisting members of participat-
ing co-operatives in the event of death,
dismemberment or disability.

CMAP is designed to use co-operative
principles to pool the resources of partic-
ipating co-operatives for the good of all
members.

The pool is created by contributions
being made by the collective deposits of
the co-operatives calculated as a small
percentage of their savings or invest-
ments and loans and paid over to the

BCBA Ltd on a monthly basis to finance
the co-operative fund.

In the event of sickness or death of the
member, the participating co-operative
is able to make a claim to the CMAP on
behalf of the member for financial assis-
tance for the member or his family.

This assistance would come in the form
of repaying the member’s loan in the case
of death or disability, as well as matching
the member’s savings to provide financial
assistance to the family.There is also the
facility of a grant for funeral expenses for
members of participating co-operatives.

This is the co-operative way of brother
helping brother.

All deposits by members made up to
age 80 will be covered and all loans made
to members under the age of 70 will be
covered by the programme. According to
Algernon Johnson, Secretary of the new
body, the programme became operational
from this month and three co-operatives

have already indicated their intention to
participate in this new initiative.

Co-operatives who participate in the
fund will retain ownership of the pool
with claims on the fund, administrative
expenses and a portion for permanent
capital as the only deductions being
made. The remaining funds in the pool
will be to the credit of participating co-op-
eratives based on their initial contribu-
tions and will be shown on their balance
sheets as an asset.

There are numerous benefits to this
programme, both to the member and to
the co-operative.

The member will benefit by knowing
that should death or disability befall him
or her, the indebtedness to the co-opera-
tive will be repaid. The member’s family
will benefit as well since the member’s
savings will be doubled and made avail-
able to them.Thirdly, a funeral grant will
be given to assist with burial expenses.

The co-operative will benefit by using
this programme as a marketing tool to
encourage new members to join their or-
ganisation. The co-operative will now
have among its membership, persons
who are confident in doing business with
the organisation knowing that should
unforeseen circumstances occur their
families would have some form of protec-
tion.

The co-operative will also benefit in
knowing that all excess funds not used in
the operation of the fund will be invested
with them in order to stimulate further
growth in the co-operative sector.

Any co-operative society registered
under the Co-operative Societies Act of
Barbados is eligible to participate in this
programme.

According to Mr. Johnson, this is the
first of a number of initiatives of the
BCBA Ltd that will be rolled out in the
coming months.

Co-operative Member Assistance Programme launched

IT would take millions of dollars
to get the CLICO estates in St.
John up and running again. This
claim came from an independent
source familiar with such invest-
ments in agriculture.

But the former Barbados boss of
CLICO, Leroy Parris, believes that
something should be done to have
them producing rather than remaining
idle as they are at the moment.

Parris spoke last week on the com-
pany he once managed including the
estates – Todds, Henley, Wakefield,
Lemon Arbour and Pool – all located in
the parish of St. John.

In making a strong case for having
them up and running once more he
said they are serving no one’s interest
by just remaining in their present
state.

CLICO, which ran into problems
back in 2009, was placed under
Judicial Management.

But in dealing specifically with the
estates which have been out of produc-
tion for some time, Parris said that the
work to revive them would involve
having the lands ploughed and pre-
pared for planting.

“When I go through St. John and see
all of those estates in their present
condition, it hurts,” Parris said in the
presence of his attorneys-at-law. He
recalled that before he left CLICO, the

estates were still in operation.
“I thought when the Judicial man-

ager went in there to manage they
were going to manage the company
and put it back on its feet, including
the estates,” he said.

Parris also remarked that attempts
to grow cotton on some of the estates
despite advice not to do so, turned out
not to be a successful venture.

He said that while some 10 acres of
the lands were cultivated with cotton,
nothing big came out of it “because cot-
ton is not going to turn around the es-
tates”.

“Put some money in and bring the
lands back into the production of other
crops,” he advised. The lands lying in
the high rainfall areas of that parish
are currently under bush, and unless
someone comes up with a plan to rem-
edy the situation, it will most likely
continue as it is.

“Land does not spoil,” he insisted,
while noting that having them produc-
ing again will be in the interest of the
country and workers.

“I spent 34 years in that company
and I am going 70 years now, and it
hurts to see what it has come to,” he
told Business Monday.

So as preparations continue for
Barbados’ 2015 sugar crop, the CLICO
estates will again have to sit out this
one.Former Barbados boss of CLICO, Leroy Parris.

Barbadians to pay lower
prices for electricity 

PARRIS: PUT ESTATES
BACK IN PRODUCTION
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JERUSALEM – A national leader’s
appearance before the U.S.
Congress is usually a source of
pride and unity. But Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s planned trip
to Washington – opposed by the
White House and many Democrats –
has Israel in uproar.

The Israeli leader faces growing calls
to cancel the visit as rivals accuse him of
risking Israel’s relations with the United
States in hopes of winning extra votes in
next month’s Israeli parliamentary
election.

But Netanyahu has shown no signs of
backing down, saying yesterday he
would “do everything” to prevent U.S.-led
international negotiators from reaching
a “bad and dangerous agreement” with
Iran over its nuclear program.

The U.S. is Israel’s closest and most
important ally.While ties remain strong
between the nations, relations between
Netanyahu and President Barack
Obama are another matter. The two
have long had strained personal
relations and differ on many policy
issues, with Netanyahu favouring a
more confrontational approach to his
foes over Obama’s inclination toward
diplomacy and compromise.

The differences are especially glaring
when it comes to the Iranian nuclear
issue. Netanyahu has identified a
nuclear-armed Iran as the single
greatest threat to his country and says
its nuclear program must be dismantled.
Israeli pressure, featuring barely veiled
threats to attack Iran if necessary, is
credited by many here as having focused
world attention on the issue and spurred
economic sanctions against Iran.

Obama has vowed to prevent Iran
from developing a bomb but has signaled
he’s willing to tolerate certain activities,
such as uranium enrichment, a
technology that Israel fears could
quickly be diverted for weapons use.The
U.S. and five global partners hope to
reach a preliminary deal with Iran by
March.

Cabinet Minister Yisrael Katz, a
member of Netanyahu’s Likud Party,
acknowledged differences between
Netanyahu and Obama over Iran.
“Netanyahu feels that he has been
fighting for years and now we are
nearing a critical moment,” Katz told
Channel 2 TV.

Fearful that Obama is about to reach
a “bad deal,” Netanyahu jumped at the
opportunity to address a joint session of
Congress on March 3, two weeks before
Israel’s general election. The invitation
was issued by the Republican speaker of
the House of Representatives, John
Boehner, and engineered by Netanyahu’s
ambassador to Washington, Ron Dermer,
a former Republican operative.

The decision has triggered an
outpouring of anger in both countries.

The White House views the planned
visit as a breach of protocol, because it
was not coordinated well ahead of time
with the U.S. administration, which
learned about it just before it was made
public. The White House also cited the
close proximity of the election as the
reason Obama wouldn’t meet
Netanyahu, saying the president wanted
to avoid the appearance of taking sides.

U.S. officials also fear that the speech
could upset the delicate talks with Iran.
Several Democrats have said they would
skip the speech, while others, including
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi,
have suggested that Netanyahu should
postpone it.

Biden’s office said the vice president
would miss the address. Despite the
stated American intention to stay out of
Israeli domestic politics, Biden found the
time to meet Netanyahu’s chief rival,
Israeli opposition leader Isaac Herzog,
on the sidelines of a security conference
in Germany.

Abe Foxman, director of the Anti-
Defamation League, a leading Jewish
American group, has urged Netanyahu
to call off the visit. The pro-Israel lobby
group AIPAC also has reservations
because it is turning into a partisan
event, according to a person involved in
U.S.-Israel relations. He spoke on
condition of anonymity because he was
not authorised to discuss the matter
with the media.

Israeli leaders across the political
spectrum almost universally support
Netanyahu’s tough line toward Iran. But
many opposition figures, including
Herzog, have criticised Netanyahu’s
handling of the congressional speech,
describing it as a cheap election stunt
that would only undermine support for
Israel in Washington.

Herzog’s running mate, former
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, said
Netanyahu was damaging ties with the
U.S. “for the sake of an election speech.”
Yair Lapid, leader of the centrist Yesh
Atid party, said Netanyahu was causing
“serious damage” to American ties and
urged him to stay home.

Even some of Netanyahu’s
sympathizers are saying he’s misjudged
the situation.

PARIS – Police detained six suspected
extremists in southwest France
yesterday in the second such sweep in
five days, part of an effort aimed at
snuffing out networks of Muslim
radicals sending fighters abroad –
stepped up since January attacks in
Paris.

Interior Ministry spokesman Pierre-
Henry Brandet said the six, arrested
around Albi and Toulouse, were
suspected of helping to finance jihadi
networks that recruit youth for fighting
in Syria or Iraq. Recruiters and others
who help French residents travel to
battlefronts also are being targeted.

The arrests came on the demand of
anti-terrorism judges investigating a
case involving terrorism financing, a
ministry statement said.

Eight people were arrested last
Tuesday in the Paris and Lyon regions.

Five of the eight were handed
preliminary charges and four of them
jailed, the statement said. It wasn’t
immediately clear if those arrests were
part of the same investigation.

There was no indication whether there
were links between the arrests and the
three gunmen behind the Jan. 7-9
attacks in Paris that left 20 dead,
including the gunmen.

Police arrested five people on Jan. 27
in the small town southern town of
Lunel, the departure point for some 20
people headed to Syria or Iraq. Six Lunel
residents have died on the battlefronts.

France has the highest number of
citizens among European countries
joining the jihad, mainly with the
Islamic State group. As of mid-
December, about 1,200 French had left
for Syria, including about 400 still in the
war zone and 200 on their way.

Leader faces pressure to
cancel US Congress speech

France detains 6 suspected
in Jihadi networkIsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu attends the weekly cabinet
meeting in his Jerusalem office,
Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015. 

French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve speaks to journalists at the end of
the weekly cabinet meeting at the Elysee Palace in Paris, February 4, 2015. 

CAIRO – At least 14 Egyptian soccer
fans were killed in clashes that broke
out last night when security forces
barred them from entering a stadium,
hospital doctors told Reuters.

The trouble happened at a match
between two Cairo clubs, Zamalek and
Enppi. Police used teargas to disperse
the crowd, security forces said. The
health ministry said 20 people were
injured but did not confirm any deaths.

The doctors said the deaths were due
to suffocation.A witness said some of the
fans were killed in a stampede after the
police fired teargas.

“Huge numbers of Zamalek club fans
came to Air Defense Stadium to attend
the match ... and tried to storm the
stadium gates by force, which prompted

the troops to prevent them from
continuing the assault,” the interior
ministry said in a statement, without
giving more details.

Egypt has curbed the number of people
allowed into soccer matches since a riot
at a stadium in Port Said in February
2012 when more than 70 fans were
killed.Since then, supporter groups have
often tried to storm soccer grounds that
they are banned from entering.

Relations between security forces and
fan groups like Ultras Ahlawy which
supports Al-Ahly, and Ultra White
Knights of Zamalek, have been tense
since the 2011 popular uprising that
ended the rule of veteran autocrat Hosni
Mubara in which the Ultras groups
played a key role.

Fourteen soccer fans killed
in clash with security



18 • Monday February 9, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

R
E
X

M
O
R
G
A
N

P
H
A
N
T
O
M

P
R
O
S

A
N
D

C
O
N
S

Z
I
T
S

M
A
R
Y

W
O
R
T
H

M
O
T
H
E
R

G
O
O
S
E

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
4:55 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
4:57 THE NATIONAL

ANTHEM
4:59 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
5:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
6:00 MORNIN’

BARBADOS
8:00 HOME SHOPPING
8:30 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
9:29 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
9:30 COOKING THE

BAJAN WAY
10:00 JUST IN AFRICA
10:30 HOME SHOPPING
11:00 THE MIX
12:00 CBC NEWS
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 THE MIX CONT’D
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2:30 TALES FROM THE
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You have a short list of
people you'll report to, out of choice, obligation and duty.
Just be sure to put yourself on that list. You're inarguably
the most important person on the list. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -Maybe it seems like digital
privacy isn't even a thing anymore, but at least you have
your emotional boundaries. You'll get the obvious chance
to enforce them today.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - You can't be a poster girl
with no poster. You can't be a rodeo clown without a bull.
Admit that you need other elements to pull off this
adventure and look around -- you'll find them.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You're in danger of being
swept into the delicious swirl of a dizzying romance.
Keep plans flexible so you're available for fun. Avoid that
trying person you know. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - The most important agreements
are the ones you make with yourself. Dare to expand
those personal pacts beyond what you believe you're
capable of achieving. Life gets easier when you think
big. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Your ruling planet, Mercury,
acts as your publicist, helping you choose a stylish and
effective way to deliver your message. No need to oversell
yourself. Quiet confidence attracts the best in every area
of life. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Avoid hyperbole. People
long to be attended to by you. They don't want to be called
"indescribably fantastic." They want you to describe it.
They need to know you care.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Find something to enjoy
about a job or remind yourself what you enjoyed about it.
If you can't, it's time to look for something else. Wouldn't
it be wonderful to be happy at work? 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Life is sweet
because you've decided to stop waiting for your ship to
come in. Once you've accepted the situation for what it is,
you can change it. But you have to accept it first. That part
is non-negotiable. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You will interpret the
whole scene in a way that empowers instead of drains you.
Inspiration will come in the form of captivating ideas,
fascinating images and, best of all, a love that embraces
you exactly as you are. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Why wait until life gets
stressful to draw on your inner strength? Set aside time
each week to center yourself. You'll then be able to attract
exactly what (or whom) you want
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - The thing in your secret
heart belongs only to you. Don't tell anyone -- you'll only
feel rotten about it later. Also, you'll probably change
your mind in a few weeks, so for now, stay mum.
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THIS Instagram photo
shows a man missing a
humpback whale
surface two feet away
from him because he
was glued to his
phone.

The moment was
caught during a whale
watch in Redondo Beach,
California, professional
photographer Eric Smith
told ABC News recently.

“A small private
sailboat maneuvered
really close to the whales,
and this guy on it was
literally sitting in that
position and never
moved,” Smith said. “He

could have been texting
his mom in the hospital
for all I know, but I
thought it sucked that he
missed such a wonderful
moment happening just
two feet in front of him.”

Smith said he had about
five photos of whales with
the private sailboat in the
background, but the guy
never got off his phone in
any of the pictures.

“We’re all guilty being
buried in our phones, even
me,” Smith said. “You
think life is better on your
phone, but we’re missing
what’s happening around
us.”

Man misses whale
because he was
glued to his phone

LOS ANGELES – Jeremy
Meeks, the California man
whose mugshot became a
sensation among Web
users admiring his male-
model good looks, has
been sentenced to more
than two years in prison
on a gun charge, federal
prosecutors said on
Friday.

Meeks, 30, was arrested
last June in a gang
crackdown in Stockton,
California, and pleaded
guilty in November to one
count of being a felon in
possession of a firearm,
according to U.S.Attorney
spokeswoman Mary
Wenger.

U.S. District Judge Troy
Nunley in Sacramento
sentenced Meeks on
Thursday to 27 months in
prison and ordered him to
participate in a substance
abuse treatment program
in prison, said Wenger.

Meeks became an
Internet sensation after
the Stockton police posted
his mugshot on the
department’s Facebook
page, triggering an
avalanche of “likes” for his
chiseled cheekbones, hint
of stubble and teardrop
tattoo under one of his
light blue eyes.

Last summer, Meeks’
family hired Gina
Rodriguez, a former porn
star turned talent
manager, to explore
modeling deals and reality
shows for him, CNN
reported at the time. It
was not known if she was
still working with him.

Rodriguez did not
immediately return a
message seeking
comment.

In a jailhouse interview
with Sacramento
television station KXTV
last year, Meeks said he
used to be a gang member
but is not anymore, and
that he did not know
about his Internet

popularity until a reporter
told him.

“I appreciate that
(popularity) but I just
really want them to know
that this is really not me,
I’m not some kingpin,”
Meeks told KXTV.

His attorney, Lexi
Negin, did not
immediately return a call
seeking comment.

‘Hot Mugshot Guy’ gets
27 months in prison

Stockton Police Department photo shows Jeremy
Meeks, 30, arrested on June 18, 2014 in a gang
crackdown in a crime-ridden area of Stockton,
California. 

We’re missing what’s happening around us.

ABUJA – Nigerian
opposition presidential
candidate Muhammadu
Buhari called for calm in
the country and cautioned
against any violence
following the election
postponement, which he
said was engineered by the
ruling People’s Democratic
Party.

Foreign powers are
closely following events in
Africa’s biggest economy
and have voiced concerns
there could be a repetition
of violence that followed
2011 elections when 800
people died and that a
delay would stoke unrest
in opposition strongholds.

The poll will pit
incumbent Goodluck
Jonathan of the PDP
against former military
ruler Buhari of the All
Progressives Congress
(APC) in what is likely to
be the most hotly contested
election since the end of
military rule in 1999.

“Any act of violence can
only complicate the
security challenges in the
country and provide
further justification to
those who would want to
exploit every situation to
frustrate the democratic
process,” Buhari said.

The decision to postpone
was widely viewed as the
Independent Electoral
National Commission
(INEC) yielding to
pressure by the PDP,
which the opposition said

feared it could lose.
Nigeria’s electoral

commission said it
postponed the Feb. 14
elections to March 28,after
security chiefs told INEC
that it could not guarantee
security owing to
operations to combat the
Sunni jihadist group Boko
Haram.

“It is important to note
that although INEC acted
within its constitutional
powers, it is clear that it
has been boxed into a
situation where it has had
to bow to pressure,”Buhari
said.

“What they (security
forces) cannot do in six
years, they cannot do in six
weeks.”

U.S. Secretary of State

John Kerry said
Washington was deeply
disappointed by the
postponement and
criticized “political
interference” in the
election process. Britain
also voiced concern.

The insurgents have
taken over swathes of
territory in the northeast
an attempt to establish an
Islamic state. Nigeria’s
army has been lagging in
the fight, with Chad now
sending in troops to assist
while Cameroon has been
pushing back incursions
into its territory.

Buhari said the
presidential and state level
elections on March 28 and
April 11 must now be
sacrosanct.

Nigerian opposition
candidate urges calm after
election postponement

Muhammadu Buhari (front), presidential candidate
from the All Progressives Congress party, speaks to 
supporters during a campaign rally in Gombe
February 3, 2015.

      



A FRIGHTENING
number of sick and
starving sea lion pups
are turning up on
California beaches
this year, leaving sci-
entists struggling to
explain a third deadly
winter for the pin-
nipeds.

Rescuers from San
Diego to San Francisco
Bay in January netted
more than 250 frail
pups, mostly 7-month-
olds that should be nurs-
ing with their mothers
in the Channel Islands
or Mexico, not wallowing
on the California main-
land.

The number of sea
lions taken into rehabil-
itation facilities this
year exceeds the number
of rescues during the
same period in 2013, a
year that prompted the
National Marine
Fisheries Service to de-
clare a rare “unusual
mortality event”.

“They just look very
emaciated, very under-
weight,” said Erica
Donnelly-Greenan, who
manages the Sausalito-
based Marine Mammal
Centre’s rescue station
along Monterey Bay,
where dozens of way-

ward pups have been
found. “You can see the
bones under their skin.
You can get a visual of
their ribs.”

The cause of the prob-
lem is unclear. Marine
scientists say it may be
warmer-than-average
waters off the coast that
are forcing mother sea
lions in the Channel
Islands to venture far-
ther for food, leaving
their young behind for
too long.

“The pups are desper-
ate and starving, so they
just jump in the water
and swim and get pulled
to the coastline,” theo-
rised Shawn Johnson, di-
rector of veterinary med-
icine for the Marine
Mammal Centre.
“They’re just too small
and too weak to dive and
catch fish.”

The young sea lions
normally don’t wean off
their mothers until
they’re 10 or 11 months
old, Johnson said. That
means the pups could
struggle for survival for
at least an additional
three months. In 2013,
more than 1,500 sea
lions washed ashore,
most over the first four
months of the year.

“This is the third year
that we’ve seen these
mass die-offs, but this is
the worst so far,”
Johnson said. “If this
continues, there will be
some long-term effects
on the sea lion popula-
tion.”

Fortunately, California
sea lions have been rela-
tively healthy in recent
decades. Passage of the
Marine Mammal
Protection Act in 1972
helped boost their num-
bers after the animal
was hunted for its hide
and blubber for cen-
turies.

The population is esti-
mated at 300,000 today,
according to the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric

Administration. Sea
lions are common up and
down the West Coast,
typically breeding in the
Channel Islands and
south to Mexico, and
spending the rest of
their time on beaches
and man-made wharves
as far north as British
Colombia. San
Francisco’s Pier 39 has
become a roosting point
popular with sea lions,
which draw camera-tot-
ing tourists.

Justin Viezbicke,
stranding network coor-
dinator for NOAA
Fisheries in California,
said it’s possible that sea
lion numbers have hit a
natural ceiling, with not
enough food or habitat to
support more animals.

“Has the population
reached its capacity in
the environment?” he
said.

NOAA is also studying
whether the recent die-
offs may be linked to
changing ocean condi-
tions or some other prob-
lem at sea. Disease is not
thought to be the issue.

“These animals are a
puzzle piece for us,”
Viezbicke said. “They
provide insight into
what’s going on in the
environment... These
things could come back
and affect humans.”

A team of NOAA sci-
entists is monitoring
mother sea lions on the
Channel Islands in
search of clues to what’s
happening to their

young.
The high numbers of

sick pups have put res-
cue centres in a pinch as
they struggle to get
enough volunteers to col-
lect the animals off
beaches and find suffi-
cient funds for food and
treatment.

The Marine Mammal
Centre’s rehab facility in
Sausalito is holding
about 100 sea lions,
many more than the
dozen or so they typi-
cally have this time of
year, officials there said.

The sea lions are being
nourished with herring,
often force-fed with
tubes when they can’t in-
gest the fish on their
own, and are being
treated with antibiotics.
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THE population residing
in areas of Washington
and Oregon has observed
a strange substance de-
scending from the sky
and according to eye wit-
nesses the substance was
white and greyish. From
where it has originated,
still remains unknown.

Officials from the
Washington State’s Walla
Walla County Emergency
has informed in a state-
ment that they have ob-
tained reports and this
substance may have orig-
inated from Volcano
Shiveluch, situated in
Russia’s Kamchatka

Peninsula.
This particular volcano

is hyperactive and has
discharged a 20,000 foot
ash trail during the end of
January. This discharge
ended up depositing in
the area that where peo-
ple have observed the
ashy substance.

Officials are also saying
that even though there is
a high chance it evapo-
rated from Shiveluch, it
could be from the numer-
ous other active volcano
that co-exist in that part
of the world.

Derek Van Dam, a CNN
meteorologist, believes

that this matter may
have been arriving from
the southwest Colima,
Mexico where an active
volcano had an eruption
on Wednesday, 4th of
February. He has men-
tioned that there lays an-
other volcano situated in
Eastern Russia, which
can be a suspect too. The
distance of the Russian
and Mexican volcano
from the after-effect areas
is 4,000 miles and 2,000
miles respectively.

“The strong southerly
flow from the jet stream
could have brought it
from an active volcano in

southwest Colima,
Mexico,” Van Dam said.
“But if we go farther west
towards eastern Russia,
there’s another active vol-
cano there.”

There are other theo-
ries which are exploring
the possibility that this
substance has derived
from something different.
A theory suggests that
the greyish substance is
dust picked up by the
wind – the possibility of
this being a leftover ash
from the wildfire that has
taken place the previous
year in Oregon and
Idaho.

The U.S. National
Weather Service Spokane
Washington stated that
even though there are nu-
merous speculations of
the point of origination of
this matter, the real story
still is a puzzle waiting to
be solved. Experts believe
that they would have to
wait for test results on
the matter to be com-
pletely sure what is actu-
ally the cause of such an
incident.

“We are continuing to
investigate and have
reached out to other of-
fices for assistance in
recreating atmospheric

flows from the past sev-
eral days,” the agency
wrote on its Facebook
page. “We’ve also reached
out to other agencies that
may have collected sam-
ples appropriate for test-
ing.”

Everyone is curious
about knowing what this
substance really is and
people have been seen to
collect this.

The NWS said that this
substance have been
fallen on 15 cities as per
the reports they have has.
The samples have been
collected to be sent to be
tested in the lab.

Unexplained ash raining on Washington, Oregon

An alarmingly high number of sea lion pups have been found stranded along the coast of California, leaving
marine mammal experts to speculate as to why these pups are not with their mothers during an apparently
normal nursing period.

Starving sea
lion pup
strandings
surge in
California
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LOS ANGELES – The civil rights
drama “Selma” won top honours at the
NAACP Image Awards in a ceremony
that took sharp notice of snubs of
African-American artists and their
work by the Oscars.

“This is more than a movie,” Oprah
Winfrey, who was a “Selma” producer
and appeared in it, said Friday in ac-
cepting the trophy for Outstanding
Motion Picture. “It’s important that we
all know who we are so we know where
we’re going, and claiming the glory.”

“Selma,” which dramatises events
surrounding the 1965 Alabama voting
rights marches led by the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., also captured
Best Actor honours for David Oyelowo,
who played King.

“I want to take this opportunity to
say I thank the Lord I was able to play
one of the most transcendent human
beings who ever walked the planet,”
Oyelowo said.

Awards host Anthony Anderson, the

“black-ish” star whose freshman ABC
sitcom was a big TV winner Friday,
opened the night with a jab at the
Academy Awards, which this year has
an all-white slate of acting nominees.

The critically acclaimed “Selma”, al-
though a Best Picture and Best Song
nominee at the Feb. 22 Oscars, failed to
garner bids for Oyelowo or director Ava
DuVernay. In January, it received a
Golden Globe award for Best Song.

Taraji P. Henson was a double-win-
ner: she was named Best Actress in a
movie for “No Good Deed” and
Entertainer of the Year. Henson, star of
the new Fox midseason hit “Empire”, is
enjoying an especially good 2015.

On the TV side, Anderson won the
award for Best Comedy Series Actor for
“black-ish”, which was honoured as
Best Comedy Series and captured a
Best Actress trophy for Tracee Ellis
Ross.

“To be able to do show about raising
our black families every day is a bless-

ing,” said “black-ish” creator and pro-
ducer Kenya Barris.

“How to Get Away with Murder” was
named Best Drama Series, with star
Viola Davis named Best Actress in a
Drama. “Criminal Minds” star Shemar
Moore was named Best Actor in a
Drama Series.

Spike Lee received the NAACP
President’s Award, which recognises
those who have combined career suc-
cess and public service. In his speech,
the filmmaker addressed the obstacles
facing blacks.

“This stuff is rigged. It’s not set up for
us to win. It’s always been like that.
Since we were stolen from mother
Africa... we always find to make a way,”
he said, lifting his trophy.

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder,
the first African-American to hold that
office, accepted the NAACP Chairman’s
Award honouring distinguished public
service.

He said he was honoured to carry on

the Justice Department’s legacy that
included ensuring “the most sacred of
American rights, the right to vote.”
Holder, who is leaving the job after six
years, called on the nation to “reject the
forces of hate and division.”

Veteran music industry executive
Clive Davis, who nurtured the careers
of artists including Whitney Houston,
Aretha Franklin and Alicia Keys, re-
ceived the Vanguard Award, which
recognises work that increases under-
standing of racial and social issues.

He realised early in his career that
African-Americans were being “pigeon-
holed” as R&B artists and losing out
on financial and career opportunities
because of that, Davis said. He said he
was proud to be honoured for his ef-
forts to help black artists reach their
full potential.

The 46th NAACP Image Awards,
given by the National Association for
the Advancement of Coloured People
civil rights group, aired on TV One.

‘Selma’, ‘black-ish’ among NAACP Image Award winners

LOS ANGELES – The long takes of
Alejandro Inarritu’s “Birdman”
won out over the long production
of Richard Linklater’s “Boyhood”
at the Directors Guild Awards
Saturday.

Both formally ambitious in very dif-
ferent ways, “Boyhood” and “Birdman”
have been neck-in-neck throughout the
awards race. But after dominating the
acting and producing guild awards,
Inarritu’s tale about a washed-up actor
looking for some authenticity on the
New York stage appears to have the
edge in the lead up to the Oscars.

There are no sure things when it
comes to Hollywood awards, but a DGA
win at least makes Inarritu’s ascent to
Oscar dominance nearly inevitable.
The guild dispenses awards to direc-
tors in TV and movie categories, and
only seven times in the history of the
DGAs has a director not gone on to win
the Academy Award.

“If this is considered a great film, it
has nothing to do with me,” Inarritu
said. “It is a miracle.”

In addition to Linklater, Inarritu
beat out feature film nominees Wes
Anderson (”The Grand Budapest
Hotel”) , Morten Tyldum (”The
Imitation Game”) and Clint Eastwood
(”American Sniper”) to win the film di-
recting trophy. They’ll face off again
Feb. 22 for the best director Oscar, with
the exception of Eastwood, who was
not nominated. Instead, “Foxcatcher”
filmmaker Bennett Miller is up for that
honour at the Academy Awards.

While the feature film category was
undeniably male-dominated, women
took the top prize in four of the
evening’s 10 categories. Winners in-
cluded Jill Soloway for the TV comedy
“Transparent”, Lisa Cholodenko for the
TV movie/miniseries “Olive
Kitteridge”, Laura Poitras for the doc-
umentary “Citizenfour” and Lesli
Linka Glatter for the TV drama
“Homeland”.

“It’s been a good night for gals,” said
Linka Glatter backstage. “I think when
you see women get up to bat, they do

pretty well.”
Other winners were Anthony B.

Sacco for the reality series “The Chair,”
Jonathan Judge for the children’s pro-
gram “100 Things to Do Before High
School,” Glenn Weiss for the 68th an-
nual Tony Awards, Dave Diomedi for
“The Tonight Show” and Nicolai
Fuglsig for a Guinness commercial.

In a special segment, Steven
Spielberg also announced that start-
ing in 2016, the DGA will award a prize
for first-time feature film directors.

“If we were to travel back in our
legacy, we might have honoured Orson
Welles for his masterpiece ‘Citizen
Kane’ or Sidney Lumet for ‘12 Angry

Men’,” said Spielberg. “Our hope is this
new award will shine a light on up-
and-coming voices.”

The solid predictive track record of
the DGAs might suggest that there
was a cut-throat air to the proceedings,
and yet even among the feature film
nominees the spirit of the evening was
celebratory and retrospective. Prior to
his win, Inarritu spoke of his fascina-
tion with Linklater and Anderson’s
choices in their films and the privilege
of getting to know his fellow nominees.

Linklater took the peer reverence
even further.

“I love the traditions and the history
of the DGA,” said Linklater in his nom-

inees speech. He told the audience that
he was advised when he received his
DGA card to get his heroes to sign it,
not just three friends. Linklater
proudly said that the signatures on his
card are Francis Ford Coppola, Peter
Bogdanovich and Robert Altman.

Public nods to creative idols didn’t
stop with Linklater, though. Backstage
Inarritu told reporters that he was
wearing Billy Wilder’s tie and
Raymond Carver’s shirt, a partial nod
to the prominence of Carver’s short
story “What We Talk About When We
Talk About Love” in “Birdman”.

“I’m just a humble guy wearing those
masters,” he said.

Director Alejandro G. Inarritu, winner of the Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Feature Film for 2014 award for
“Birdman or (The Unexpected Value of Ignorance),” poses with DGA President Paris Barclay (left), director Steven
Spielberg and director Alfonso Cuaron (right) (last year’s DGA Award-winner, for “Gravity”) at the 67th Annual Directors
Guild Of America Awards, at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza, February 7, 2015 in Century City, California.

Directors Guild honours ‘Birdman’ as year’s best
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Dear Jane, I’ve
been having
some sharp head

pains recently but I
have not been to the
doctor to see what is
wrong. I suffered from
migraines for as long as
I can remember, but
over time I learned a
lot about various trig-
gers and subsequently
reduced the occurrence
of those, but these
pains are nothing like
I’ve ever experienced
before.

The main reason I
haven’t gone to the doc-
tor is because I don’t
want to take time away
from work. I was unem-
ployed for the last eight
months and I finally
landed a job where I’m

required to work flexi-
ble hours. Since I only
started last month I
don’t want to be the one
to be requesting time
off. I already know if I
start looking into this I
will have to keep get-
ting periodic tests and
nobody wants an em-
ployee who is unavail-
able, full of excuses or
can’t perform at her
best.

Jane, I’m torn... I
want to know what is
going on but on the
other hand, I don’t
want to set myself up to
be unemployed yet
again. What should I
do? 

NikiD

Dear NikiD, I un-

derstand that you
want to make a good
impression seeing as
you recently started
working, but your
priorities are all
wrong. Your top pri-
ority should be your
health at all times.
I’m no doctor but I
know for a fact that

head aches and
pains are nothing to
ignore. Please find
yourself at a doctor
as soon as possible.
Don’t wait until it is
too late to then want
to seek help. You will
only regret it in the
long run.

JANE

Experiencing pains, but I don’t
want to take time from work

Need Advice? 
Write to AskJane 

c/o Advocate Publishers 2000 Inc 
Fontabelle 
St. Michael

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com Bridge

     

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

BARBADOS Pride beat Leeward
Islands Hurricanes by an innings
and 190 runs – six minutes before
tea – on the third day of their fifth
round WICB PCL first-class match at
the Kensington Oval yesterday.

Following on with a deficit of 270, the
Leewards were bowled out for 80 in 34
overs.

Hayden Walsh Jr topscored with 17 not
out.

Left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican took
three for 17, pacer Miguel Cummins,
three for 24, and fast bowler Tino Best,
two for 12.

Earlier, starting the day on 84 for five
off 31 overs, the Leewards were bowled
out for 136 off 46.2 overs in reply to a first
innings total of 406 for six declared off 149
overs by Barbados.

The innings ended 47 minutes before
lunch.

Hamilton topscored with 66 from his
overnight 30. He batted for two hours,
faced 85 balls and struck 12 fours. He
reached his half-century in 66 minutes off
54 balls with nine fours.

Carlos Brathwaite took four for 18 off
10.2 overs, Warrican, four for 33 off 13
overs and Best, two for 35 off ten overs.

Yesterday, Saunders, who resumed on
12, was caught at mid-on as he drove, by
Best off Warrican for 16 (110-6;36 overs).

Cornwall, also driving, was swiftly
stumped by Dowrich off Warrican for
nought (114-7; 37.3 overs).

Walsh,pushing forward,was leg before
wicket by Warrican for three (124-8; 41.4
overs).

Tonge was bowled by Carlos
Brathwaite for seven (135-9; 44.2 overs).

And Hamilton was caught and bowled
by Carlos Brathwaite (136 all out; 46.2
overs).

Last evening, Richards, fending, was
caught at gully by Carlos Brathwaite off
a lifting ball from Best for nought (0-1; 0.2
overs).

Hodge was brilliantly caught at back-
ward square-leg by Roston Chase from a
flick off Carlos Brathwaite for eight (16-
2; 10.4 overs).

Thomas was caught low at third slip by

Corbin off Carlos Brathwaite for nought
(25-3; 12.5 overs).

Sherwin Peters, pushing outside the
off stump, was caught at the wicket by
Shai Hope off Best for 17 (37-4; 17.4
overs).

And Orlando Peters, pushing forward,
was bowled by Warrican for six (50-5;
20.4 overs).

Dowrich was named Man-of-the-Match
for his career-best, unbeaten 131 in
Barbados’ 406 for six declared.

BARBADOS PRIDE 
1st innings 406/6 declared

LEEWARD ISLANDS HURRICANES 
1st innings (overnight 84-5)

A. Richards c C. Brathwaite b Best.......... 0
S. Peters c wk Hope b Best ................... 17
M. Hodge c Chase b C. Brathwaite......... 8
*D. Thomas c Corbin b C. Brathwaite ..... 0
O. Peters b Warrican ............................... 6 
+J. Hamilton c & b C. Brathwaite .......... 66
A. Saunders c Best b Warrican ............. 16
R. Cornwall st Dowrich b Warrican ......... 0
H. Walsh lbw b Warrican......................... 3
G. Tonge b C. Brathwaite......................... 7
Q. Boatswain not out............................... 0
Extras (lb6, w1, nb6) ............................ 13
TOTAL (all out, 46.2 overs) ................. 136
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Richards, 0.2 ov), 2-

16 (Hodge, 10.4), 3-25 (Thomas, 12.5), 4-37
(S. Peters, 17.4), 5-50 (O. Peters, 20.4), 6-110
(Saunders, 36), 7-114 (Cornwall, 37.3), 8-
124 (Walsh, 41.4), 9-135 (Tonge, 44.2), 10-
136 (Hamilton, 46.2).

Bowling: Best 10-2-35-2 (nb1), Cummins
6-1-16-0 (nb4), C. Brathwaite 10.2-3-18-4
(w1), Nurse 5-0-19-0 (nb1), Warrican 13-4-
33-4, Chase 2-0-9-0.

LEEWARD ISLANDS HURRICANES 
2nd innings

A. Richards lbw b Cummins.................... 7 
S. Peters c Corbin b Best ........................ 0
M. Hodge c K. Brathwaite b Cummins....... 4
*D. Thomas c wk Dowrich b Cummins ..... 4
O. Peters c Edwards b Best..................... 0
+J. Hamilton c sub (Brooks) b Chase ... 14
A. Saunders run out (Chase)................. 10
R. Cornwall c Best b Warrican ................ 9
H. Walsh not out ................................... 17 
G. Tonge c Corbin b Warrican ................. 0
Q. Boatswain lbw b Warrican .................. 0
Extras (b1, lb5, nb9) ............................. 15
TOTAL (all out, 34 overs) ...................... 80
Fall of wickets: 1-9 (S. Peters, 2.5 ov), 2-

15 (Richards, 3.3), 3-26 (Hodge, 7.4), 4-27 (O.
Peters, 11), 5-27 (Thomas, 11.1), 6-46
(Hamilton, 18.3), 7-57 (Cornwall, 23.1), 8-74
(Saunders, 31.1), 9-74 (Tonge, 32), 10-80
(Boatswain, 34).

Bowling: Best 6-2-12-2, Cummins 8-1-24-
3 (nb9), Warrican 10-3-17-3, C. Brathwaite 5-
4-8-1, Nurse 5-1-13-0.

Result: Barbados Pride won by an innings
and 190 runs.

Points: Barbados 16, Leewards 1.
Man-of-the-Match: Shane Dowrich.
Umpires: Leslie Reifer Jr, Steve

O’Shaughnessy.
Reserve: Kevin Sisnett.
Match referee: Carlyle Carter.

JASON Holder will face one of the biggest
challenges of his young career when he
leads the beleaguered West Indies Team
into the ICC World Cup.

The Windies are down in Pool ‘B’ and
will face Ireland in their first group match
on Sunday, February 15 at the Saxton
Oval. Holder will be without the services
of all-rounder Dwayne Bravo and the
powerful Kieron Pollard, but wicket-
keeper Denesh Ramdin says Holder al-
ready has all the support he needs.

“He is very enthusiastic and is always

wanting to learn. He is always pulling
one of the senior guys like Chris Gayle,
Marlon Samuels and myself [to encour-
age him] to keep going, to keep hitting a
lot of balls in the nets. This is a very big
tournament and it may be the last World
Cup for some of them so hopefully we can
rally around him.He is young and the ex-
perience that we have we can share it
with him on and off the field and move
forward as one,” said Ramdin.

Ramdin is eager to do well in this World
Cup as he was dropped for the previous

edition in 2011.
“I am very excited. I missed the last

World Cup in India but this one is an
amazing one where it is being played in
two different countries. So I think you
have to bring out all your skills.We have
played here and in New Zealand the last
couple of years and we know the condi-
tions so hopefully we can get it right,”
said Ramdin.

The West Indies will play their first
warm-up match of the tournament today
against England. (PG)

SCORECARDBarbados beat Leewards
by an innings and 190 runs

Holder has support of senior players

Man of the match Shane Dowrich.
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TEAMS use these warm-up matches
to settle on their first-choice XI, and
to use the entire squad of 15 to try
out last-minute tweaks. Yesterday
(February 8), on a belter of a pitch
at the Adelaide Oval, India and
Australia used as many as 17
bowlers. One group enjoyed
considerably more success than the
other, with Australia riding on
thrilling, stroke-filled hundreds
from David Warner and Glenn
Maxwell to script an emphatic 106-
run win.

It wasn’t all doom and gloom for India
though, with Shikhar Dhawan, who had
been struggling for runs in Australia,
scoring a composed half-century, and
Ajinkya Rahane crafting 66 from just
52 balls. India was 157 for 2 in the 25th
over, and in with an outside chance of
chasing down the 372 required, when
Pat Cummins and Mitchell Johnson
triggered a collapse that led to India
losing 5 for 28. A brilliant piece of
fielding from Warner at point to run
Suresh Raina out didn’t help the Indian
cause, and the late burst from Ambati
Rayudu – who walked out to The Troggs’
Wild Thing and smashed a 37-ball half-
century that included four sixes –
proved to be no more than consolation.

The stories of the day, though, were
provided by the powerful forearms of
Warner and the audacious shot selection
of Maxwell. Warner took the Indian
bowling apart on conventional lines,
stroking 14 fours and two sixes on his
way to 104.The century spanned just 80
balls and featured shots in every
direction. The shorter square
boundaries, in particular, bore the brunt,
as wayward bowling was punished
through drives, cuts, pulls and cleaves.

Aaron Finch had made just 20,
spooning Stuart Binny to Virat Kohli at
mid-on, but India could exercise no

control with the new ball as Warner and
Shane Watson raised the 100 in just 13.2
overs.

When Watson and Steve Smith fell
within five balls of each other, India had
a chance to haul things back, but that
window of opportunity was slammed
shut by Warner and Maxwell, who added
65 before Warner tried to drive Axar
Patel through the off side once too often.

Maxwell had started relatively
sedately, scoring 34 off the first 28 balls
he faced. But once he was set, he was
unstoppable. The reverse sweep, which
he had insisted at the open-media

session was as legitimate a weapon as
the conventional one, was employed
time and again, with the ball dabbed
fine, slammed square or top-edged when
the timing was awry. On a couple of
occasions, the ball fell yards away from
the fielders, and that was all the luck he
needed to run amok.

Umesh Yadav conceded just 21 in his
first seven overs, and R Ashwin was
relatively tidy, but the rest of the
bowling unit copped fearful punishment.
Patel, Ravindra Jadeja and Mohit
Sharma all went for more than nine an
over, and Mohammed Shami nearly so.

Even Yadav was given a rough time in
his final spell.

Apart from George Bailey, who made
a sedate 44 from 66 balls, no other
Australian batsman crossed 25. They
didn’t need to. By the time Maxwell
retired out at the end of the 45th over,
he had made 122 from 57 balls, the last
88 taking just 29 deliveries.

Dhawan and Rahane, who added 104
after Rohit Sharma and Kohli fell
cheaply, gave India some hope, but it
was going to need a monumental
innings or two to tilt at a 371-run
windmill.

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados – Lord
Robert Gavron, one of the Barbados
Cricket Association’s greatest
benefactors, died at his home in
England after a game of tennis on
Saturday. He was 84.

Gavron established an award for one
outstanding Barbados youth cricketer
in 2001 and in 2007 it was increased
to two youth players annually.

As a result of his generosity to date,
22 Barbadian cricketers have
benefitted including eight in the
present first-class team.

Among the Gavron winners are
Barbados captain and West Indies Test
opener Kraigg Brathwaite and two
other current West Indies players –
fast bowlers Kemar Roach and Jason
Holder, who is the new One-Day
International captain.

Both Roach and Holder are in
Australia for the ICC World Cup,
which is also being played in New
Zealand.

It is understood that Gavron
suffered a cardiac arrest at home after

playing tennis on Saturday lunchtime.
A former barrister, Gavron received

a life peerage as Baron Gavron of
Highgate in 1999. He was called to the
bar in 1955 but went on to enjoy a long
and distinguished career in the world
of printing and publishing. Gavron
was owner and chair of the Folio
Society publisher and chair of the
Guardian Media Group, publisher of
the Guardian and Observer
newspapers and the fledgling website
guardian.co.uk, between 1997 and
2000.

Gavron is survived by his wife,
Katharine; his daughters, lawyer
Jennifer Gavron and film director
Sarah Gavron, and his son, author
Jeremy Gavron, and his grandson, the
actor Rafi Gavron.

The Barbados Pride and Leeward
Islands Hurricanes teams observed a
minute’s silence on the pitch in respect
of Gavron’s passing before the start of
play on the third day of the fifth round
WICB PCL first-class match at
Kensington Oval today.

THE West Indies are coming into the
World Cup as the firm underdogs, but
former Captain Darren Sammy believes
that the Caribbean boys have as good a
chance as anyone to win the title.

Sammy was speaking to reporters
yesterday and noted that they will play
with the flair and the passion they are
known for, intent on bringing the Cup
home to the Caribbean.

“They have the favourite tags on a few
teams but this is a World Cup and I think
every team is quite excited about being
here. Cricket is played on the day, we
could all sit here and talk in to that mic
and when the day comes we gotta still
walk the talk. I think it is all about that
and playing in two beautiful countries
motivates everybody. It is long but I think
it is going to be an excellent tournament.”

“So we intend to bring it, and I think
when we go out and express ourselves,be
relaxed and our mind is clear, and we go
out on the cricket field and express that
we are at our best. I know the captain
Jason Holder will encourage the guys to
be themselves but be smart about it and

execute properly. Those are the words
that will be coming out for this world
Cup.Like I said,nobody gives us a chance
but we believe that we can make things
happen in this World Cup,” said Sammy.

The West Indies are coming off a
bruising tour of South Africa where they
were soundly beaten in the One Day
Internationals and the Test matches.
Sammy noted that it would lift the spirits
of the West Indies fans if they could lift
the title for a third time.

“I think guys are making a conscious
effort to acknowledge how important it is
for the West Indies to do well in this
tournament. It is important that West
Indies do well in our cricket. The flair
that we spoke about, the fans love to
watch us play and it’s another message
I will keep telling the guys; think of the
fans.That to me is what cricket is about.
People come out to watch you, stay up
late or get up early in the morning to
watch their team even though in the last
two decades we have not really delivered.
But if we believe we can achieve,” said
Sammy. (PG)

Maxwell, Warner lead Australia to big win

Lord Robert Gavron,
great benefactor passes

Sammy believes West
Indies have a chance

Australia rode on a stroke-filled 
century from Glenn Maxwell to script
a 106-run win against India. David Warner found the ropes with ease against India in Adelaide.
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THE belief that “old is
gold” will once again
be put to the test in
this World Cup, with
several players bol-
stering teams with
their experience and
guile.

Sri Lanka’s Mahela
Jayawardene, Pakistan’s
Shahid Afridi and New
Zealand’s Daniel Vettori
are the most experienced
players as each of the trio
will be featuring in their
fifth World Cup.

Jayawardene, 37, re-
tired from Test cricket
last year after a glitter-
ing career and he will
hang up his one-day in-
ternational kit after the
World Cup.

With a 33-match tally
in the tournament,
Jayawardene will be the
most experienced player
when it comes to World
Cups.

After a miserable first
round exit as defending
champions in 1999 the
next three editions were
memorable, with Sri
Lanka the losing semi-fi-
nalists in 2003 and run-
ners-up in the next two
World Cups.

He led the team from
the front with a scintillat-
ing century in the 2007
semi-final against New
Zealand and then notched
another ton in the final of
2011 World Cup, albeit in
a losing cause as hosts
India won in Mumbai.

Jayawardene still holds
a key position in Sri
Lanka’s batting order,
along with Kumar
Sangakkara who will be
featuring in his fourth

World Cup.
Sangakkara has played

30 World Cup matches
and just like old wine has
embellished his batting,
with the left-hander the
highest run-getter in one-
day internationals last
year.

Afridi finale
Afridi was a relative

newcomer when Pakistan
finished runners-up to
Australia in the 1999
World Cup but the next
two World Cups weren’t
memorable for the ag-
gressive all-rounder.

Pakistan crashed out in
the first round in 2003
and 2007. Afridi played
just one game in the 2007
event after being sus-
pended for the first two.

He was Pakistan’s cap-
tain in the 2011 World
Cup and led them to the
semi-finals, where they
were beaten by India.

Pakistan will rely heav-
ily on Afridi’s late-over
slogs to give their innings
much-needed impetus.

Moreover, Afridi, also a
handy leg-spinner, will
want to shine at this
World Cup after announc-
ing he will quit one-day
cricket following the tour-
nament.

Matching Afridi in the
spin department will be
New Zealand’s Daniel
Vettori, with the 36-year-
old left-armer having fea-
tured in the 1999, 2003,
2007 and 2011 editions of
the World Cup.

A skilled spinner,
Vettori still holds the
trump card when it comes
to slow bowling, being

able to put a brake on
batsmen’s run-scoring be-
sides taking wickets at
crucial stages.

Vettori’s captain,
Brendon McCullum, will
also be featuring in his
fourth World Cup.

McCullum will be the
key to co-hosts New
Zealand’s hopes of post-
ing big totals in the World
Cup.

His blistering form in
all three formats of the
game augurs well for the
Black Caps, who for the
first time are amongst the
top three favourites.

Like McCullum, Chris
Gayle is a danger for
bowlers.

Gayle can hit any
bowler on his day, hitting
big shots at will and has
performed well for the
West Indies in the 2003,
2007 and 2011 World
Cups.

Trading his best swing
bowling against the best
batsmen of the world will
be England’s James
Anderson, playing his
fourth World Cup.

Besides Steven Finn
and Stuart Broad,
Anderson will form a
solid pace attack for
England, who can be the
dark horses of the event.

Also playing in his
fourth World Cup will be
Pakistan’s Younis Khan.
At 37, Younis will be the
second-oldest Pakistani
in the World Cup behind
40-year-old captain
Misbah-ul Haq.

Despite his age, it will
be only a second World
Cup for Misbah, who fea-
tured in the 2011 edition.

Veterans set to 
play key role at
Cricket World Cup

Daniel Vettori. Shahid Afridi. Mahela Jayawardene.

     



SULIEMAN BENN
is one of three
Barbadians chosen 
for the Trinidad and
Tobago Red Steel for
the 2015 edition of the
Caribbean Premier
League Twenty20
Tournament.

Benn was drafted 
for $15 000 and will 
be joined by Miguel
Cummins and Jevon
Searles, who were both
bought for $5 000.

There are also three
Barbadians in the St.
Lucia Zouks squad,
which boasts the likes 
of Ross Taylor, Kevin
Pietersen and Shakib Al
Hasan. They are Fidel
Edwards ($15 000), West
Indies fast bowler Kemar
Roach, a steal at $10 000
and Kyle Mayers, who
was bought for $5 000.

West Indies fast
bowler, Carlos
Brathwaite, was retained

by new franchise 
St. Kitts and Nevis for
$40 000 and will be
joined by Raymon Reifer.
Reifer was instrumental
in leading the Guyana
Jaguars to victory last
month in the NAGICO
Super50 tournament.

St. Kitts and Nevis
have taken over the
Antigua franchise.

Controversial fast
bowler, Tino Best, was
not chosen by any of the
franchises. Last year he
played for the Zouks and
is remembered most for
the exchange of words he
had with the Barbados
Tridents’ Shoaib Malik 
in a CPL match at
Kensington Oval. (PG)

The full squads are as
follows:

St. Kitts and Nevis:
Shahid Afridi ($150,000),
Marlon Samuels
($100,000), Sohail Tanvir

($80,000), Sheldon
Cotterell ($70,000),
Martin Guptill ($50,000),
Carlos Brathwaite
($40,000, retained), Evin
Lewis ($30,000), Devon
Thomas ($20,000, re-
tained), Raymon Reifer
($15,000), Tabraiz
Shamsi ($10,000),
Orlando Peters ($10,000,
retained), Tonito Willett
($5,000), Nicolas Pooran
($5,000), Jacques Talyor
($5,000), Justin
Athanaze ($5,000, re-
tained).

Barbados Tridents:
Kieron Pollard ($150,000,
retained), Shoaib Malik
($100,000, retained),
Dwayne Smith ($80,000,
retained), Ravi Rampaul
($70,000, retained),
Jason Holder ($50,000),
Rayad Emrit ($40,000),
Dilshan Munaweera
($30,000), Jonathan
Carter ($20,000), Justin
Ontong ($15,000), Ashley
Nurse ($10,000), Robin

Peterson ($10,000),Akeal
Hosein ($5,000), Navin
Stewart ($5,000), Shai
Hope ($5,000), Kyle
Corbin ($5,000).

Guyana Amazon
Warriors: Sunil Narine
($150,000, retained),
Lasith Malinga
($100,000), Tillakaratne
Dilshan ($80,000), Lendl
Simmons ($70,000, re-
tained), Denesh Ramdin
($50,000, retained),
Thisara Perera ($40,000),
Christopher Barnwell
($30,000, retained),
Brad Hodge ($20,000),
Veerasammy Permaul
($15,000), Ronsford
Beaton ($10,000),
Shivnarine Chanderpaul
($10,000), Devendra
Bishoo ($5,000), Trevon
Griffith ($5,000), Assad
Fudadin ($5,000), Paul
Wintz ($5,000).

Jamaica Tallawahs:
Chris Gayle ($150,000,
retained), Mahela

Jayawardene ($100,000),
Andre Russell ($80,000,
retained), Chris Lynn
($70,000), Daniel Vettori
($50,000), Jerome Taylor
($40,000, retained),
Nikita Miller ($30,000),
Chadwick Walton
($20,000, retained),
Krishmar Santokie
($15,000), Rusty Theron
($10,000), Narsingh
Deonarine ($10,000),
David Bernard Jr.
($5,000), Nkrumah
Bonner ($5,000),
Jermaine Blackwood
($5,000), Horace Miller
($5,000).

St. Lucia Zouks:
Darren Sammy
($150,000, retained),
Ross Taylor ($100,000),
Kevin Pietersen
($80,000, retained),
Johnson Charles
($70,000, retained),
Shakib Al Hasan
($50,000),Andre Fletcher
($40,000, retained),
Shannon Gabriel

($30,000), Henry Davids
($20,000), Fidel Edwards
($15,000), Kemar Roach
($10,000), Shane
Shillingford ($10,000),
Kyle Mayers ($5,000),
Keddy Lesporis ($5,000),
Liam Sebastien ($5,000),
Delorn Johnson ($5,000).

Trinidad & Tobago
Red Steel: Dwayne
Bravo ($150,000, re-
tained), Jacques Kallis
($100,000, Darren Bravo
($80,000, retained),
Samuel Badree ($70,000,
retained), Johan Botha
($50,000), Kevon Cooper
($40,000, retained),
Kamran Akmal
($30,000), Cameron
Delport ($20,000),
Sulieman Benn
($15,000), Jason
Mohammed ($10,000),
Marlon Richards
($10,000), Miguel
Cummins ($5,000), Jevon
Searles ($5,000), William
Perkins ($5,000), Derone
Davis ($5,000).
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WEST INDIES fast
bowler, Kemar Roach, is
looking to put his best
foot forward as the West
Indies try to win the ICC
World Cup, which begins
later this month.

The West Indies squad
is currently in Sydney
preparing for the upcom-
ing World Cup, which
will be jointly hosted 
by Australia and New
Zealand.

Roach is back in the
side after being sidelined
for a few weeks with an
ankle injury sustained
on the recently ended
tour of South Africa. He
noted that he is feeling
fine and relaxed as the
West Indies prepare to
vie for the World Cup.

“It is a very good envi-
ronment to be in right
now. In the dressing
room everyone is in good
spirits and that makes it
even more comfortable
for you. For the cricket
we have to get the men-
tal part right; the physi-
cal part is fine. So we just
want to get our minds
right for this very tough
tournament and we will
definitely go out there to
do well and win some
games and hopefully
bring back the Cup,”
said Roach.

Roach worked with 
Dr. Renee Best, Marita
Marshall and Jackie
King when he returned

home to Barbados to 
ensure that he would be
in tip-top shape for the
World Cup. He was full of
praise of them, saying,
“The work obviously got
me back here, fit and
ready for the West
Indies.”

“It was mostly

strengthening and bal-
ancing and the gym 
was a big part of it .
Strengthening the ankle
and making sure my 
balance is right so that
when I land at the crease
there wouldn’t be any
more twisting, which is
what happened last

time. They did a fantastic
job and I am ready and
raring to go again for the
West Indies,” said Roach.

This would be Roach’s
second World Cup with
the West Indies and he
is hoping to emulate the
good form he showed in
the previous edition in
2011. That tournament
was jointly hosted by
India, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka, and he had 
a hat-trick there. Roach
is hoping to not only do
that, but to win the 
trophy with the West
Indies.

“I haven’t won any
major tournaments with
the West Indies, so for
me to be able to win this
World Cup would be one
of the biggest highlights
of my career and I am
looking forward to it. I
have put in the work and
I would love to at the end
of the World Cup, I would
love to raise the Cup and
bring some joy and hope
back to the West Indies
cricketers and the people
in the Caribbean,” said
Roach.

The West Indies won
the 1975 and 1979 World
Cups and made it to the
final in 1983.

The West Indies are 
in Pool ‘B’ along with
India, Ireland, Pakistan,
South Africa, United
Arab Emirates, and
Zimbabwe. (PG)

C’bean Premier League squads announced

Roach ready and raring to go

West Indies fast bowler, Kemar Roach.
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BERLIN – While Germany were 
plotting their path to the famed
Maracana and football’s World Cup
in Brazil last summer, the country’s
cricketers were toiling in the hum-
ble English town of Billericay.

Most Germans regard cricket as a
quaint English sport which takes days to
play or assume it is a variation of base-
ball.

While the top cricket nations prepare
to battle it out for the World Cup in
Australia and New Zealand later this
month, minnows Germany will prepare
their bid to climb out of Europe’s Division
Three when the new season starts in
April.

A poor showing in last June’s Division
Two tournament in Essex saw Germany
lose all five matches, including a one-run
defeat to neighbours Austria, which led
to their relegation.

It was a far cry from their cheeky chal-
lenge to the Australian team during the
2013 Ashes series which grabbed the UK
and Australian media’s attention.

With England on the verge of a 2-0
lead during the Lord’s Test, the German
team tweeted:“If you fancy a competitive
game we are only an hour’s flight from

London” to the Australians.
“Things went a bit mad. We made it

onto the BBC’s Test Match Special and
were interviewed on Australian televi-
sion,” Brian Mantle, the general man-
ager of the German Cricket Federation
(DCB), told AFP.

“The British media started worrying
about what would happen if Germany
ever got good at cricket, but the German
media hardly picked it up.”

But as Mantle explains, getting
Germans interested in cricket presents
several challenges.

“Our aim isn’t to qualify for a future
Twenty20 World Cup, but to win promo-
tion to Europe’s Division Two, then go up
to Division One in 2017,” said Mantle, an
Englishman who has brought his pas-
sion for cricket to the continent.

“Germans tend to see cricket as either
a variation of baseball or the clichéd
image of it played on English village
greens.

“That will only really change if cricket
is televised here and they see how excit-
ing it can be.”

All sports finish a poor second to foot-
ball in soccer-mad Germany, but figures
show cricket is growing.

The DCB’s development work has paid
off with 2 085 adults and 885 juniors now
playing the sport, up from 1 020 adults
and 200 children just four years ago.

Mantle says 90 per cent of cricketers 
in Germany are expats and the DCB’s
goal is to build on the 10 per cent of born-
and-bred Germans currently playing
cricket by developing the youth game.

The national team includes players
from Australia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and
India, but German is the team’s lan-
guage.

They are either second-generation 
immigrants born in the country or have
qualified on residency and nine out of
the 14 in the 2014 squad held German
passports.

Elite Twenty20 cricket
With a Scottish coach and a Pakistani di-
rector of sport, the national team’s ex-
pertise comes from outside Germany.

Cricket in Germany is played in two
formats with 39 teams spread over six 
regional divisions in the 50-over
Bundesliga alongside a club competition
playing Twenty20 cricket.

An elite three-team Twenty20 compe-
tition is planned for May and June fol-

lowed by friendly internationals against
Denmark to prepare for the Division III
tournament which will take place in
2016.

The idea is to try and present the
colourful side of cricket to curious
Germans with fast-paced action.

“If you speak to Germans about cricket,
they want to know why both teams wear
white and why matches take five days,”
said Andre Leslie, a top order batsman
for the national side who hails from
Sydney and doubles as the DCB’s press
officer.

Having played schoolboy cricket for
New South Wales, Leslie wrote the book
“Batting for Berlin” about his experiences
of playing in the capital after finishing
studying.

“Twenty20 cricket is the way forward
in Germany, so we have the best players
in colourful uniforms on the best sur-
faces showing the Germans what cricket
is really about,” he said.

Mantle hopes German cricket can
eventually return to its pre-WWII levels
when there were 30 teams in Berlin
alone, with many football teams across
Germany having also had a cricket sec-
tion.

German cricketers toil in shadows in football-mad country



MIAMI – Tyler
Johnson heard his
ringing phone, then
paused for a moment
upon noticing that 
the caller was Miami
coach Erik Spoelstra.
Johnson answered, then

waited to learn his
future.

‘’Meet me in practice,’’
Spoelstra told the rookie
guard.

With that, Johnson
had a job for the rest of
the season. The Heat
made it official
yesterday, announcing
that they were signing
and keeping Johnson –
who has gone from

summer league long shot
to someone grinding in
the NBA Development
League to a key part 
of Miami’s rotation of
late while the Heat wait
for Dwyane Wade to
return from a hamstring
strain.

Johnson has logged
111 minutes in Miami’s
last five games, a stretch
that coincides with
Wade’s absence. Johnson
is coming off an 18-point
outing in Friday’s loss at
San Antonio, a game
that he played knowing
it could have been his
last with the Heat.
Johnson averaged 7.5
points while playing out
10-day deals - the second
and final one with
Miami having expired
Saturday.

‘’He’s earned
everything he’s gotten
up to this point,’’
Spoelstra said. ‘’Very
tough, very competitive.
He’ll be the last one in
the gym. Those are the
qualities that you like.
He’s a promising guard
prospect.’’

And he’s been needed.
The Heat are holding

down the eighth and
final playoff spot in the
East, with injuries a
constant all season.
Wade’s status for
Monday’s home game
against New York is
officially listed as
questionable, though he
was limited to non-
contact work in Sunday’s
practice, which would
seem to suggest that he
won’t be in uniform
against the Knicks.

Also questionable for
today is center Hassan
Whiteside, who is
dealing with a sprained
right ankle. Forward
Udonis Haslem plans to
play, one game after
spraining his left wrist,
and forward Shawne
Williams is also
questionable while
continuing to deal with
right hip soreness.

‘’What’s new? Let’s go.
Bring it on,’’ said Heat
center Chris Bosh, who’s
also dealing with
nagging aches and pains.
‘’That’s the attitude
we’ve got to have.’’

Johnson, who met
briefly with Heat
President Pat Riley after
Sunday’s practice,
described getting the
chance to finish the
season with Miami as
life-changing.

FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or
Professional services

Located in Strathclyde (near
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  

1-BATHROOM. 
SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

Be A Home Owner Now!

House and Land packages
available. Choose your house
design and size. 

*Athur Seat - St. Thomas from
$295,000.00

*Pilgrim Place - Ch. Ch. from
$340,000.00

Don’t delay contact us today.

Tel:230-5346
Email

rbesproman@gmail.com

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom Building 2 - 2
Bedrooms 1 Bathroom
4,736 sq. ft. $300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two
storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms
building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
Apartment $1,600.00
monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 09/02/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

1994 TOYOTA STARLET, 2002
TOYOTA COROLLA at ICBL
Crash lot at 1:15pm

2009 SUZUKI APV VAN at
Downes Auto at 1:45pm

CALL:231-1928
JOB SEEKERS

YOUNG LADY SEEKS a job as
a housekeeper. Available to work

Monday-Friday.

Call: 249-8543

NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874
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Johnson signed by
Heat, who still await
Wade’s return

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=mailto:rbesproman@gmail.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77060&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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DALLAS  – Dirk Nowitzki
gave Dallas a shot at a rare
win over a Western Con-
ference playoff contender by
capping a late rally with a 3-
pointer that forced overtime.

Chandler Parsons took over
from there.

Nowitzki’s 25 points included a
high-arching 3-pointer that
wiped out the last of an 11-point
deficit in the final 2 minutes,
Parsons scored 10 of his 20 in the
extra period and the Mavericks
beat the Portland Trail Blazers
111-101 on Saturday night.

Instead of losing for the 12th
time in 14 games against teams
currently in the West playoff pic-
ture, the Mavericks (35-18)
pulled percentage points behind
Portland (34-17) for fourth 
place.

‘’This was huge because we had
not beat a very good team that’s
been at full strength all year
long,’’ said Parsons, perhaps for-
getting a recent win at Southwest
Division-leading Memphis be-

cause the Mavericks were blown
out at home by the Grizzlies a
week later. ‘’So to be the team
that we want to be, we need to
have wins like this.’’

Damian Lillard ended a shoot-
ing slump to finish with 26 points
and LaMarcus Aldridge had 25,
but the Blazers were outscored
22-2 in a stretch that included
the fourth quarter and overtime
to drop their seventh straight
road game.

‘’Tonight was tough,to lose like
that.But we’ve just got to bounce
back tomorrow,’’ said Aldridge,
referring to the second game of a
back-to-back in Houston. ‘’We
outplayed them for all but two
minutes.And those two minutes
were the most important two
minutes.’’

The Mavericks gave them-
selves a chance with 3-pointers
from Devin Harris and Parsons
just 12 seconds apart to pull
within five with 1:43 to go in reg-
ulation.Harris then knocked the
ball away from Lillard, took a

pass from Monta Ellis and hit a
layup.

After Lillard missed a long 3,
Harris rebounded a missed 3-
pointer from Ellis to set up
Nowitzki’s tying shot to a huge
roar from what was left of a
crowd that started filtering out
not long after Wesley Matthews
opened the fourth quarter with a
3-pointer that put Portland up
by 16.

‘’They hung in there and basi-
cally pitched a shutout in the last
two minutes to get to overtime
and then we got some momen-
tum,’’ Dallas coach Rick Carlisle
said.‘’That was a hard game,and
that’s a heavyweight team in the
West.’’

The Mavericks scored the first
nine points of overtime, starting
with two free throws by Parsons
after he was fouled getting an of-
fensive rebound,one of nine over-
all. He pumped his fist after a
fadeway jumper that put Dallas
ahead by 10.

‘’I just tried to create mis-

matches and stay confident,’’ said
Parsons,who hit all three shots in
overtime after going 4 of 13 in

regulation. ‘’I had missed a lot of
bunnies and some open shots
early in the game.’’

Nowitzki caps rally, Mavs
storm past Blazers in OT 

NEW ORLEANS – Anthony
Davis stood in a hallway outside
the Pelicans’ and Bulls’ locker
rooms, wearing a grey sweatsuit
and smiling as he engaged
Chicago coach Tom Thibodeau
in a good-natured postgame
chat.

After a hard, awkward fall on
an alley-oop dunk had sidelined
Davis with a sore right shoul-
der, the All-Star’s demeanour
could be seen as an encouraging
sign for New Orleans – and the
NBA.The dangling, empty right
sleeve of Davis’ sweatshirt – the
result of his arm being tucked in
a sling – was more worrisome.

Pau Gasol and Derrick Rose
helped Bulls break open a close
contest following Davis’ depar-
ture from the game, and the
Bulls cruised to a 107-72 victory
Saturday night.

‘’Anthony’s a player that
makes a big difference, so it was
a tough hit for them to take,’’
said Gasol, whose 20 points and
15 rebounds helped Chicago
snap a three-game skid. ‘’We
knew that we just had to stay at
it and be aggressive on both
ends of the floor and that’s what
we did.’’

Derrick Rose added 20 points
for the Bulls, who went on a 40-
11 run after Davis went out.

Pelicans coach Monty
Williams said the extent of
Davis’ injury may not be known
until later, when he was ex-
pected to be examined further.
The Pelicans play at home
tonight and Wednesday night
before the All-Star break.

‘’He says he’s a bit sore right
now. He couldn’t move his arm
the way he needed to, so we got
him out,’’ Williams said. ‘’He
kept saying he was OK ... but
the doctors didn’t feel good about

getting him back out, so we’ve
got to get more evaluation and
we’ll have a better update’’
Sunday.

The dunk that drove Davis
from the game was a two-

handed jam of Tyreke Evans’
lob. Davis’ body swung like a
pendulum as he held the rim,
then the 6-foot-10, 240-pound
forward fell horizontally as he
lost his grip.

Davis stayed in the game
briefly before taking himself out
with the score tied at 35 and
4:16 left in the first half.

‘’New Orleans took a big hit
when Anthony Davis went
down, so that is a tough one, but
you have to keep going,’’
Thibodeau said. ‘’Pau Gasol was
really strong and really un-
selfish.’’

Tony Snell scored 19 points
and Jimmy Butler 18 for
Chicago.

Evans had 15 points for New
Orleans, while Alexis Ajinca
scored 10.

With Davis in the locker room,
Chicago closed the first half on a
13-4 run that included two 18-
foot jumpers by Gasol, Rose’s 3
and Taj Gibson’s putback dunk
that made it 48-39.

The Bulls then blew the game
open by starting the third quar-
ter on a 27-7 run that included
3s by Snell and Gasol.

Butler’s dunk put Chicago
ahead 75-46 with 3:56 left in the
period.

The Pelicans never got as close
as 20 after that and trailed by as
many as 36 points in the fourth
quarter – a considerable letdown
on the heels of Friday night’s
dramatic victory in Oklahoma
City in which Davis capped a 41-
point night with a game-win-
ning 3 as time expired.

‘’They had a great emotional
win last night, and it’s always
hard to come back the next day,
especially, and bring great effort
or great accuracy into the game,’’
Gasol said. ‘’It happens.’’

Davis hurts shoulder, Bulls pound Pelicans 107-72

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki (41), of Germany, fights
for a shot-attempt as Portland Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard
(0) defends in the paint in the second half of an NBA basketball
game on Saturday in Dallas.  

New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis (23) is defended Chicago Bulls center Joakim Noah
(13) during the second quarter of a game at the Smoothie King Center.   

      



NEW YORK – Steve
Kerr didn’t paint a
pretty picture of his
Madison Square Gar-
den coaching debut.

‘ ’That was tough to
watch,’’ he said.

‘’It was a really bad
show,’’ he added later.

Luckily for him, it’s
only one night. Had he
chosen the Knicks job, it
would be his season.

Draymond Green had
20 points and 13 re-
bounds, and the Golden
State Warriors beat New
York 106-92 on Saturday
night to give Kerr a win
in his first game coaching
in the arena he nearly
called home.

Stephen Curry scored
22 points and Klay
Thompson had 16 on a
night neither shot well.
But the Warriors have
plenty of weapons even
when their All-Stars
struggle, one of the many
reasons Kerr never needs
question the decision he
made last summer when
he chose between two job
openings.

He picked the Warriors
over the Knicks, and the
difference is 30 victories
as the teams near the All-
Star break.

Langston Galloway
scored 15 points for the
Knicks, who gave
Carmelo Anthony a night
off and lost their third
straight.The All-Star for-
ward who has dealt with
a sore left knee much of
the season rested on the
second night of back-to-
back games.

The Knicks trailed by
as much as 26 without
him, but cut it to five in
the fourth quarter before
Curry made a couple of 3-
pointers down the
stretch.

‘’We feel like we could
play better. We were a lit-
tle fatigued and it kind of
showed but that should-
n’t be an excuse for how
we executed on both ends
of the floor,’’ Curry said.
‘’Just wasn’t our greatest
of games but we found a
way to win down the
stretch.’’

Kerr was considered
the leading candidate to
coach the Knicks from
nearly the moment Phil
Jackson was hired as
team president in March.
They continued talking
about the job into the
spring, and Jackson said
Kerr verbally committed
to it before telling him he

wanted to pursue the
Warriors job instead after
they fired Mark Jackson.

That allowed him to
stay close to his family,
not to mention inherit a
playoff team, but Kerr
said breaking the news to
his former coach was
tough.

‘’It was difficult because
I’m very, very close with
him and I feel like I’m in-
debted to him for much of
what’s transpired in my
career,’’ Kerr said.

The difficult choice was
the correct one.

Golden State improved
to 40-9, tops in the
Western Conference,
while the Knicks fell to
10-41.

The Warriors, coming
off a 124-116 loss at NBA-
leading Atlanta on Friday
night, led 32-19 after one
even though Curry and
Thompson missed 10 of
their 12 shots. It seemed
like an easy night when
Thompson’s jumper made
it 89-63 with 3:08 left in
the third.

But the lead was down
to 95-90 after Shane
Larkin’s steal and layup
with a little more than 4
minutes remaining. The
Warriors then scored six

straight, with Curry’s 3-
pointer making it 101-90
with 2:52 to play.

‘’We were horrible but
last three minutes we de-
cided to guard and we

shut them down and we
avoided disaster,’’ Kerr
said.
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Warriors beat Knicks in Kerr’s MSG coaching debut

WORLD CUP organisers
yesterday accepted India’s
request to include seamer
Mohit Sharma in place of
pace spearhead Ishant
Sharma,who was ruled out
of the tournament due to a
knee injury.

The World Cup’s techni-
cal committee had agreed
to make the change in the
defending champions’ 
15-man squad led by
Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
the International Cricket
Council said in a state-
ment.

The lanky Ishant, the
most experienced seamer
in India’s current squad
with 106 wickets from 76
one-day internationals,has
not played since being in-
jured during the Boxing
Day Test against Australia
in Melbourne in December.

Mohit, 26, who has
played 12 one-dayers and
taken 10 wickets, is al-
ready in Australia as an
additional member of the
team that played in the 
recent tri-series that also
featured England.

India, who lost the pre-
ceding Test series against
Australia 2-0 and failed to
make the tri-series final,

open their World Cup cam-
paign against arch-rivals
Pakistan in Adelaide on
February 15.

India pick Mohit Sharma
in place of injured Ishant

Ishant Sharma has been ruled out of the World Cup
having failed to recover from a knee injury. 
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THERE is a call for the 
appointment of a Court
Executive Administrator.

President of the Barbados
Bar Association, Tariq Khan,
says his colleagues believe that
this is critical in terms of man-
aging the way that cases are
handled, the way that cases are
administered and the way that
matters are organised.

“I have no doubt that mem-
bers of the judiciary probably
support this as well, but all of
this requires money; it requires
investment.We have a wonder-
ful building, but we do not have
any investment in the way that
justice is administered in this
country,” he observed.

“We recognise that people can
only perform if they receive
proper training, and we have
advocated for many years that
the staff in the court need to
have the ability to be trained so
they can execute their respon-
sibilities properly. We also
recognise that as this country
moves forward, there are tech-
nical and technological inno-
vations that would desist in 
the administration of law...

“We recognise that mediation
has a role to play in the way
that matters are put before the
court, to prevent matters being
lost in litigation, but we also

COURT SYSTEM on Page 7

READY TO GO! West Indies fast bowler, Kemar Roach, doing catching drills during a practice session at the Blacktown
Facility yesterday in preparation for the team’s first warm-up match ahead of the 2015 ICC Cricket World Cup. The Windies will play
against England in their first official warm-up match today at the historic Sydney Cricket Ground. (PHOTO COURTESY WICB MEDIA)

MANAGEMENT MATTERS
Court Executive
Administrator

needed

Barbados beat
Leewards by 

an innings and 
190 runs
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