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THE effects of stigma and
discrimination on one
group of persons within
society were highlighted
during the play, ‘Afternoon
of Intrigue’ last Friday, as

the National HIV/AIDS
Commission staged a play
for staff at the Division of
International Business,
Division of International
Transport, Corporate

Affairs and Intellectual
Property, as part of its out-
reach programme.

Speaking about this
thought-provoking per-
formance, Marlene

Hewitt,Focal Point Person
with the International
Business Division of the
Ministry of International
Business, Commerce and
Small Business

Development, explained
that its message was
aimed at bringing about
behaviour change by the
public towards members
of the Lesbians, Gays,

Bisexuals and
Transgender (LGBT) com-
munity, and added that it
will have more showing in
two other ministries.

PLAY on Page 5

Commission working to end discrimination

Stories by Marsha Gittens

LAND use across
Barbados needs to be
given greater consider-
ation if we are to 
safeguard plots for the
future.

Co-organiser of the Real

Estate Expo and
Managing Director of
Sioure Technologies,Elliot
Greene expressed this
view while stating that in
coming years the island
could run out of spaces to
construct buildings hori-
zontally.

As a possible long-term
solution to this problem,
Greene made the sugges-
tion that consideration
should be made from now
to construct more vertical
buildings.

“One thing that I 
think we should look to do

is build taller buildings
and not have office build-
ings spread across a hori-
zontal space.Like I believe
you can build one sky-
scraper that can hold hun-
dreds of companies and
utilise our  space better 

LAND on Page 3

‘BUILD TALLER
STRUCTURES’

ABOVE: Scotiabank’s Dyson Benskin and Gale Brathwaite speaking to two patrons of the Real Estate Expo.
INSET: Co-organiser of yesterday’s Real Estate Expo and Managing Director of Sioure Technologies, Elliot Greene.
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LAND from Page 1

[…] I think we are not
utilising it efficiently
and… we have to look at
the future.We have to look
at not just today, but for
years down [the line].”

His comments came
while speaking to The
Barbados Advocate at
Saturday’s Real Estate
Expo held at the Lloyd
Erskine Sandiford Centre.
At this event, members of
the public learnt about
what is needed to obtain a
mortgage, the impact of
the current economic cli-
mate on local residential
real estate and invest-
ment, and much more.

Responding to the state-
ment that some individu-
als might be opposed to

having several skyscrap-
ers in and around the is-
land, Greene suggested
that these buildings,
which would be used pri-
marily for offices, could be
in one main location. He
gave the Warrens area as
an example of a location
where there are many tall
buildings in one place.

“It is not a bad thing to
build taller, it is where you
do it. You may not do it on
the West Coast because
the West Coast is a lot of
hotels, and you want to
maintain that, but in the
Warrens area, which is
more industrial, you can
do that… 

“We have already begun
to do it, because the build-
ings in Warrens are a bit
taller than others.”

Take land usage
into greater
consideration,
says Greene

Director of Saturday’s Real Estate Expo, Derrick Frederick ,speaking to Sagicor
Adviser, Mitchie Nurse.

Customer Service Officer with Arawak Cement Company Limited speaking with a
patron about the products and service offered.

Sagicor Adviser, Russell Campbell speaking with a visitor to the booth.

 



A TEMPORARY re-
striction has been
placed on the importa-
tion of all live birds,
hatching eggs, and on
fresh, frozen and
chilled poultry meat
and products, includ-

ing table eggs, origi-
nating from the North
American states of
Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Nevada and
California.

This follows the confir-
mation of an outbreak of
the Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI)
H5N8 and H5N2 in back-
yard and commercial
poultry farms in the
United States of America.

According to the
Ministry of Agriculture,
the import restriction does
not apply to commercial
imports of products origi-
nating outside these

states; to products origi-
nating from the affected
states that were produced
before January 1, 2015;
nor to processed poultry
products, and by-products
processed (heat treated) to
ensure the destruction of
the avian influenza virus.

Personal passenger im-
ports of all fresh or cooked
poultry products, with the
exception of fully-cooked
products in hermetically
sealed packages, are re-
stricted from the United
States as a whole. All per-
mits issued prior to this
notice are revoked with
immediate effect.
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MEMBERS of the public
are invited to learn more
about earthquakes and
tsunamis, by visiting the
display mounted by the
Department of
Emergency Management
(DEM) at Agrofest, from
Friday, February 27, until
Sunday, March 1, in
Queen’s Park.

Visitors to the DEM
booth can participate in a
hazard awareness game,
and answer questions to
see how much they know
about the hazards affect-
ing Barbados. In addition,
there will also be litera-
ture and other promo-

tional activities for mem-
bers of the public on earth-
quakes and tsunamis.

Officials at the DEM,
which is the co-chair of the
Technical Standing
Committee on Coastal
Hazards, will also engage
members of the public in
an interactive game, as
they prepare to launch
Hazard Awareness
Month, which runs from
Sunday, March 1, until
Tuesday, March 31. The
theme for the month of ac-
tivities is Come on,
Barbados; let’s team up
and combat the impact of
coastal hazards.

THE Ministry of Health
has advised that all per-
sons, one year old and
over, be vaccinated
against measles before
travelling. This is due to
an outbreak of the dis-
ease in some parts of the
United States of
America.

The vaccination may be

obtained at any polyclinic
or from a private doctor.
The Ministry of Health
reminds members of the
public of the importance
of vaccination in the pre-
vention of disease, and
suggests that for further
information, they contact
their doctor or the poly-
clinic of their choice.

DEM to host
earthquake and
tsunami display at
Agrofest 2015

Temporary import ban
on some poultry 
and poultry products 
from United States

Measles vaccination
recommended for
travellers

A temporary restriction has been placed on the importation of all live birds,
hatching eggs, and on fresh, frozen and chilled poultry meat and products.
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“I don’t want to hit peo-
ple over their head with
the message. That is why
I always bring the mes-
sage with a little fun and
a little difference. I never
come with a heavy ham-
mer to hit you. I think the
message should weave
through whatever pro-
gramme I am bringing
and when you get home
or in your quiet moment
you would reflect on

whatever you heard or
[had] seen and it could
start the change…”

Hewitt further said
that although past ef-
forts, such as through the
2014 play ‘Simone’s
Place’, to get this mes-
sage across have been
successful, a one-off ap-
proach will not work.

“You have to keep put-
ting out programmes. If
you just put out one 
programme then the
message may die with
just one person but if you
keep putting out 
programmes … that is
how we change things, bit
by bit, slowly. It is not
going to change
overnight.”

Through Playwright
Glenville Lovell’s piece,
which carried the theme
“HIV and Men – The
Unspoken Truth”, the
mystery surrounding the
death of ‘Richard’ was
gradually uncovered. The
six-member cast for this
production comprised
staff of the International
Business Division,
Angela Brandon-Hall
and Angela Yeoman-
King, Fire Officer, Patrick
Edwards, Movement
Against Discrimination
Action Collation member,
Patsy Grannum as well
as Shannelle Bourne and
Decourcey Hutson.

The production was
held in the Bajnational
Restaurant of the Baobab
Towers in Warrens, St.
Michael.

Sunday February 8, 2015 • 5The Barbados Advocate

Marlene Hewitt, Focal Point Person with the
International Business Division of the Ministry of
International Business, Commerce and Small
Business Development speaking to the media

Beatrice (centre), played by Angela Brandon-Hall, joined by family and staff of her company as she cel-
ebrates her birthday during the play.

Detective Pile speaking to the Reverend about his relationship with Richard.

THE Bureau of Gender
Affairs, in collaboration
with the Youth
Development Programme,

will host a one-day
Leadership and
Development workshop for
young women later this

month.
It will be held on

Wednesday, February 18,
on the 5th Floor, Baobab

Tower, Warrens, St.
Michael, beginning at 9:00
a.m.,and is in celebration of
the Day of Women of

Americas,an international
day which focuses on
women and politics. Some
30 women are expected to

participate in the work-
shop,aiming to provide ad-
ditional skills to enhance
their leadership positions.

APPLICATIONS for
full-time programmes
at the Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic
(SJPP) for the aca-
demic year 2015-2016
are now open.

The full-time pro-
grammes, which start in
August, include:principles

of landscaping and horti-
culture; agriculture; cabi-
net and furniture-making;
masonry; network tech-
nologies; plumbing; refrig-
eration and air-condition-
ing; garment technology;
nursing auxiliary studies;
cosmetology; home eco-
nomics; graphic design

and print technology;
motor vehicle engineering
technology; marine diesel
engineering and basic
computer maintenance.

Applicants should 
apply online
at www.sjpp.edu.bb.

The SJPP has advised
that applying online is

free of charge, while paper
applications will be
charged a processing fee.

Applicants must be 16
years old at the time of
registration, and only one
full-time application of
two choices may be 
submitted by an appli-
cant.

All local applicants
must submit proof of their
qualifications and all re-
quired documentation be-
fore the closing date.

Applicants who are
awaiting examination re-
sults must submit those
results to the SJPP as
soon as they are available.

The closing date for all
full-time applications is
Monday, March 23. There
is a late date of Friday,
April 3, with a late fee of
$10.00.

Prospective students
may contact the
Polytechnic at 426-1920,
for further information.

Applications open for SJPP’s full-time programmes

Message must be
repeated to be
received
successfully

Workshop for young women later this month 
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MINISTER of Health
John Boyce is encour-
aging parents to take
advantage of the
Human Papilloma
Virus vaccine made
available to pre-
teenage girls.

He made the call during
the inaugural meeting of
the Caribbean
Gynaecologic Cancer
Society on Friday evening,
where he pointed out the
impact that below the belt
cancers are having on the
female population.

The Minister acknowl-
edged that there is ongo-
ing battle about the use of

this vaccine which was in-
troduced last year, is not
unlike the measles debate
going on in the United
States. He said these are
real issues which must be
grappled and therefore de-
pend on the scientists, like
those attending the
launch of the CGCS, to
promote the efficacy of
this approach.

“The Ministry of Health
has received data for the
first year of operation of
the cancer component of
the Barbados National
Registry and this indi-
cates that breast, uterus
and cervical cancer are the

leading causes of death
from cancer in women and
accounts for approxi-
mately 49 percent of all
cancer deaths.”

Minister Boyce revealed
that there were 40 cases of
cervical cancer diagnosed
ages 30-69 years-in 2011
and 2012 and the Pan
American Health
Organisation and World
Health Organisation have
identified the main areas
of focus to support cervical
cancer prevention includ-
ing cost effective interven-
tion, such as screening
and early detection and
immunization schedule

for the prevention of cervi-
cal cancer.

He explained that the
Strategic Plan for NCDs
2015-2019 which was
launched only two weeks
ago, gives a road map for
prevention and control ac-
tivities with respect to
NCDs and includes spe-
cific targets and indicators
for cervix, breast and
prostate cancers.

The Minister added that
the Ministry of Health
continues to be aggressive
in its approach in respect
of tobacco control.“As a re-
sult we intend to intro-
duce legislation for pack-

aging and labelling of all
tobacco products at the
end of this year.”

He assured that work is
continuing to strengthen
Barbados’ ability to pro-
vide quality chemothera-
peutic and radio therapeu-
tic interventions.“In addi-
tion the Minister of
Health and the Barbados
National Registry have fa-

cilitated a comprehensive
schedule for continue edu-
cation of healthcare pro-
fessionals.”

The many donors to the
hospital including those
that have facilitated were
thanked and the assur-
ance was given that the
Ministry of Health will
continue to reach out to its
partners. (JH)

HPV Vaccine still an option ...for preteen girls

‘IF our women are dying
we need to do something
about it.’

This haunting reality
and call for action was ar-
ticulated by Obstetrician,
Gynaecologist & the only
Gynae-Oncologist on the
island Dr. Vikash
Chatrani who along with
prominent obstetrician,
gynaecologist Dr. Wayne
Welch are encouraging all
women, particularly older
women, to acknowledge
the real dangers associ-
ated with below the belt
cancers.

Speaking after the offi-
cial launch of the
Caribbean Gynaecological
Cancer Society on Friday
night, the doctors ex-
plained that while more
women are afflicted with
breast cancer, more
women are actually dying
because of below the belt
cancers.

Gynaecologic cancer is
any cancer that starts in a
woman’s reproductive or-
gans and these include
cervical, uterine (womb),
ovarian, vulval and vagi-
nal cancer.

Dr. Welch explained
that in the past incidence
of cervical cancer was
higher, however with the
advent of cervical smears
that rate has seen a de-
crease.

However, he lamented
that older women do not
believe that they need
regular check-ups, as such
cases of endometrial can-
cer (cancer of the womb)
are not being detected
early.

“If we could actually
check older women, come
get your checks, ultra-
sounds, then you can pick
up before you even start to
bleed that the lining is
getting thicker and we
can sample it and we
could detect endometrial
cancer earlier. Instead of
these cancers presenting
at state three or four then

we can get a stage one
where we can cure them.”

“We are living longer. So
once you pass 50, don’t
hang up your hat. Come
and see your doctor. Just
like cervical cancer, when
you pass 50 come and let
us check you to help pre-
vent endometrial and
ovarian cancer,” he im-
plored.

The doctors alluded to
a case of a 98 year old can-
cer survivor who received
an operation at age 95,
even though there were
persons suggesting that
the patient was too old to
receive such an operation
and had “already lived a
long life.”“Age does not de-
termine if you have lived
enough, we give every-
body the same treat-
ment.”

However, the doctors
stressed that women
should not postpone their
checks. “Cervical cancer
occurs in young women,
usually around the age of
30. We want you to come
to us before you get can-
cer.All women are encour-
aged to visit their doctors
and get their pap smear.
The older women, get an
ultrasound, look at en-
dometrium and check
your ovaries.” They cau-
tion that any bleeding
after menopause is con-
sidered abnormal and
should be checked.

Dr. Chatrani says there
has been a concerted ef-
fort to increase awareness
and highlighted the work
being carried out by the
Barbados Cancer Society
in this regard. He too
lamented that while
women may openly talk
about mammograms, they
are silent when it comes
to below the belt cancers.
“They want to keep their
private parts private.” He
said instead they should
be more open and encour-
age their colleagues to get
tested. (JH)

Get checked!
...older women warned about en-
dometrial cancer

PREVENTION on Back
Page

islands, and ensuring
that we get the best out-
come for our women,” he
explained.

Cancer is the second
leading cause of death in
the region. And below the
belt women’s cancer is the
leading cause of death for
women afflicted with can-
cer.

A number of experts in
the field attended the two
day meeting, including
Professor Denny
Depetrillo from the
University of Toronto, to
chart the future of the as-

sociation. Dr. Chatrani ac-
knowledged that it will be
an expensive venture, and
called for any support
from corporate Barbados
to assist in this important
initiative. (JH)

Call for support from corporate
Barbados to assist initiative

Minister of Health John Boyce (right) shares a light moment with Honorary President of the Caribbean
Gynaecological Cancer Society (CGCS) Professor Horace Fletcher (Centre) and CGCS Local Chair Dr. Vikash
Chatrani during a reception to mark the official launch of the umbrella body at the Hilton Barbados on Friday
evening..
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CORPORATE Barbados’ support of
the BEF Columbus $20 Challenge, a
local youth entrepreneurship com-
petition, is proving that companies
can give back to their communities
even during challenging economic
times.

In-kind donations, volunteering and
corporate sponsorships have been es-
sential to the sustained development of
the $20 Challenge’s programming. This
year, the competition’s support network
included corporate sponsorship from
well-known businesses, such as title
sponsor Columbus Telecommunications
(Barbados) Limited.

Referencing his company’s $20 000
donation to the Challenge, Mr. Niall
Sheehy, Managing Director of
Columbus Telecommunications
(Barbados) Limited, emphasized the
importance of supporting initiatives
that can lead to long-term socio-eco-
nomic development.

“The Challenge’s focus on entrepre-
neurship,” said Sheehy, “is very impor-
tant to Columbus, especially given the
power of entrepreneurship to boost our
developing economy. We believe that
these enterprising young people will
one day be the next generation busi-
ness leaders for this country – it  is im-
portant that we encourage them on this

journey.”
“Sponsoring the BEF/Columbus $20

Challenge is our way to live up to our
mission statement, which is not to pre-
dict the future but to enable it,” Sheehy
continued. “We believe in investing in
our youth and partnering with others to
create avenues for them to have access
to skills and resources that can foster
prosperous communities.”

Columbus Communications
(Barbados) Limited has been title spon-
sor of the BEF Columbus $20 Challenge
since 2013. The sponsorship has al-
lowed the initiative to improve its ca-
pacity to engage young entrepreneurs
through: the production of a training
manual for the students, video diaries
of students during the Challenge, more
substantial prizes for competition win-
ners, and the introduction of the BEF
$20 Challenge Student Market Place
in January 2015.

In 2014, the Barbados Workers’ Union
Co-Operative Credit Union and
Scotiabank also came on board to sup-
port the youth entrepreneurship compe-
tition. Ms. Lisa Cole, Senior Marketing
Manager at Scotiabank highlighted
that the Bank’s willingness to support
the challenge is linked to the competi-
tion’s potential to have a wide-scale so-
cial impact.

BEF $20 challenge 
well supported by
Corporate Barbados 



IT is good that Barbadians continue to benefit
from lower electricity rates and that they are
talking about this. Hopefully, they understand
just why this is happening and how events occur-
ring global do impact one way or the other on
what goes on in this and in other countries.

They have been experiencing the lower charges
for well over two months (maybe longer) and
will hope that this continues for as long as is pos-
sible. The simple fact is that the lower rates
being charged for electricity in Barbados stems
largely from the collapsing oil prices, which prior
to the last six months or so were running at over
US$100 a barrel. Whatever the reasons for the
oil prices falling to under US$50 a barrel – over
supply, falling demand for the commodity, energy
policies being pursued by the USA which is a sig-
nificant producer and by the member states of
OPEC – the Organisation for Petroleum
Exporting Countries – and political considera-
tions, the lower prices are more than welcomed.
This is because prior to last July electricity
charges were going up. In the scheme of things
the higher charges were eroding the incomes of
householders and businesses.

Quite naturally such responses like cutting
back on electricity usage, looking to the varying
forms of renewable energy as an alternative to
electricity, were options that even now in the
face of reduced electricity bills, continue to be
given to active considerations.

Consumers have been hard pressed in light of
the high cost of living and the fact that their in-
comes have remained stagnant because of wage
freeze now on in the country. Any respite from
high prices will therefore be greeted with open
arms.

However, the point about global events im-
pacting prices ought to be seen in the context
that being integrated into the global economy in-
dicates that we are passive price takers when it
comes to these things and can hardly impact on
such events. Many people in Barbados comment-
ing on political and economic issues have more
often than not sought to get over the position
that international events have no relevance to us
in this country.

They have been very strident about it, seem-
ingly convincing some that this is really the case.
The authorities in Barbados, including the oil
companies, do not dictate global oil prices. While
Government can to some extent dictate what
goes on through its taxation policies that
determines what consumers pay for petroleum
products, as is currently the case, ultimately the
bigger picture when it comes to the decision
about lower or higher oil prices reside outside of
the country. However, this experience with the
current low oil prices and the prevailing charges
for electricity should be a reminder that we are
existing in a global environment over which we
have no control. That perhaps is the lesson from
this ongoing situation.

As of now, no one knows how long the interna-
tional price of oil will remain low and as a con-
sequence the prices being charged for electricity.
Consumers have to be mindful of the policy
where prices for petroleum products in Barbados
are based on prevailing global prices in as much
as how such prices impact on the fuel clause ad-
justment which the Light and Power Company
uses to set rates for electricity.

Editorial

Barbadians
continue 
to benefit

MUNICH – Germany’s
Angela Merkel said yester-
day that sending arms to
help Ukraine fight pro-
Russian separatists would
not solve the crisis there,
drawing sharp rebukes
from US  politicians who
accused Berlin of turning
its back on an ally in dis-
tress.

The heated exchanges at
a security conference in
Munich pointed to cracks
in the transatlantic con-
sensus on how to confront
Russian President
Vladimir Putin over a
deepening conflict in east-
ern Ukraine that has
killed more than 5 000.

Ukraine’s military said
yesterday that pro-
Russian separatists had
stepped up shelling of gov-
ernment forces and ap-
peared to be amassing
troops for new offensives
on the key railway town of
Debaltseve and the coastal
city of Mariupol.

The rebel offensive has
triggered a flurry of shut-
tle diplomacy,with Merkel
and French President
Francois Hollande jetting
to Moscow on Friday to try
to convince Putin to do a
peace deal.

But European officials
acknowledge that the
Russian leader may have
little incentive to negoti-
ate now, preferring to sit
back and watch as sepa-
ratists seize more territory,

undermining a ceasefire
agreement clinched last
September in the Belarus
capital Minsk.

The German leader con-
ceded in Munich, after re-
turning home from
Moscow in the dead of
night, that it was uncer-
tain whether a Franco-
German peace plan pre-
sented to Kiev and Moscow
this week would succeed.

But she flatly rejected
the notion that sending
weapons to Kiev, an idea
being considered by US
President Barack Obama,
would help resolve the con-
flict.

“I understand the debate
but I believe that more
weapons will not lead to
the progress Ukraine
needs. I really doubt that,”
said the conservative
German leader, who has
led western efforts to try
to resolve the crisis
through negotiations and
will travel to Washington
on Sunday for talks with
Obama.

US  Vice President Joe
Biden, speaking at the
same conference, tried to
play down differences with
Europe, saying he and
Obama agreed that no ef-
forts should be spared to
resolve the conflict peace-
fully.

But he made clear that
Washington stood ready to
provide Ukraine with the
means to defend itself, say-

ing: “Too many times
President Putin has prom-
ised peace and delivered
tanks, troops and
weapons.”

US  senators Lyndsey
Graham and John
McCain, both Republican
hawks, were withering in
their criticism of the
German stance, which is
supported by other big
European countries like
France.

“At the end of the day, to
our European friends, this
is not working,” Graham
said of Merkel’s diplomatic
efforts. “You can go to
Moscow until you turn
blue in the face. Stand up
to what is clearly a lie and
a danger.”

McCain added: “The
Ukrainians are being
slaughtered and we’re
sending them blankets
and meals. Blankets don’t
do well against Russian
tanks.”

Russia’s annexation of
the Crimean peninsula in
March last year and evi-
dence that it is supporting
separatist forces in the
east of the country, which
the Kremlin denies, have
driven Moscow’s relations
with the West to a post-
Cold War low.

The EU and United
States have imposed a se-
ries of sanctions against
Moscow that have con-
tributed to a sharp down-
turn in the Russian econ-

omy.
Merkel and her allies in

Europe want to continue
to punish Russia by tight-
ening the economic screws.
Obama faces pressure
from members of Congress
to do more.

In an emotional plea for
support in Munich,
Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko listed the
number of troops and civil-
ians that had been killed
since the crisis started and
held up red passports of
Russian soldiers he said
had been found fighting in
Ukraine.

"We are an independent
nation and we have a right
to defend our people,” he
said, calling for political,
economic and military sup-
port. Calling himself a
“president of peace", he
made clear that Kiev only
wanted defensive
weaponry.

He received strong back-
ing from Lithuanian
President Dalia
Grybauskaite, who said
Ukraine should be sup-
ported “with all means
necessary to defend, not to
attack, to defend its peo-
ple and its territory.”

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov,
also in Munich, said there
were “good grounds for op-
timism” that the talks be-
tween Merkel, Putin and
Hollande could yield a
deal.

AMMAN – The United
Arab Emirates said yes-
terday it ordered a
squadron of F-16 fighters
to Jordan, which an offi-
cial said would participate
in airstrikes on the
Islamic State group after
the UAE earlier sus-
pended its involvement.

The UAE fighter jets
will participate in
airstrikes on Islamic State
targets, said a Jordanian
official who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity be-
cause he was not autho-
rised to speak about the
issue to journalists.

The UAE announce-
ment, carried by the state
news agency WAM, did
not say what role the
Emirati warplanes would
play. An Emirati official
declined to elaborate.

Both countries are
members of a US-led mil-
itary coalition against the
militants.

Late last year, the UAE
suspended its airstrikes
after a Jordanian pilot
crashed over northern
Syria and was captured by
the militants, US officials
have said.The UAE,which
hosts air bases used by

American and coalition
partners, has not com-
mented on suspending its
strikes.

The militants recently
released a video showing
them burning the
Jordanian pilot,Lt.Muath
al-Kaseasbeh, to death
while he was trapped in a
cage. The images angered
Jordan and the region.

Jordan has pledged
harsh retaliation and said
it would intensify strikes
on Islamic State group tar-
gets. Starting Thursday,
Jordanian jets have car-
ried out daily attacks, ac-

cording to the military and
state media.

Jordan’s interior minis-
ter,Hussein al-Majali, told
the state-run al-Rai news-
paper in comments pub-
lished yesterday that
Jordan will go after the
militants “wherever they
are”.

The most recent
airstrikes are “the begin-
ning of a continued
process to eliminate them
and wipe them out com-
pletely,” he said of the mil-
itants who control about a
third of neighbouring
Syria and Iraq.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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I RECENTLY discovered
that since the end of
Apartheid, the income gap
between the wealthy and
the majority population in
South Africa has widened.
It seems paradoxical that
the black indigenous pop-
ulation is now worse off
economically than they
were during the racist
apartheid system.

At first glance, most of
us would find this news
hard to believe. We saw
images and heard stories
of the way the indigenous
South Africans were
treated, especially their
exclusion from the owner-
ship of the resources of
their country. We believed
that this would have all
changed when Nelson
Mandela was set free from
prison and a democrati-
cally elected Government
took over the management
of the affairs of that coun-
try. Now, we know that
after all the song and
dance, the more things
change, the more they re-
main the same.

It is now convenient to
point fingers at the African
National Congress (ANC),
the ruling party.
Commentators are saying
that the ruling party has
mismanaged the country’s
affairs and have, therefore,
been unable to deliver on
Nelson Mandela’s legacy.
I have read enough to
agree that the ANC has
not necessarily always

done a good job, but I
strongly disagree that the
ANC’s mistakes are solely
responsible for the condi-
tion of the majority of ordi-
nary South Africans not
changing.

Black South Africans al-
lowed themselves to be di-
rected away from what
was important, by a well
thought out and managed
Hollywood-like production
called the Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission. This
Commission focused the
attention of the people on
what they already knew,
but said nothing about
what was important going
forward – their economic
future.

Unwittingly, Nelson
Mandela and those who
followed him took South
Africa down a similar road
to where Barbados has
gone. The powerless au-
thority of political control
has been handed over,
while the only true power,
economic power, remained
untouched. While the
black leaders fight each
other to run the country
in the interest of those
who control the power,
those who are truly in con-
trol of the country con-
tinue to go further ahead
of those who work for
them.

It is one thing to make
this observation, but one
must have sympathy for
the political directorate of

countries like South
Africa,and Barbados.Had
there been any threat to
the economic power-base
in South Africa, Mandela
would have died in prison.
The white power sources
agreed to release him from
prison, only after they
were satisfied that the
economy would remain in
white hands.

One should remember
that, despite all the
marches and concerts and
talk about boycotts, the
Apartheid system was left
in place until the white
South Africans were ready
to change it.They changed
that system on their
terms. If the indigenous
South Africans had
wrested power, the west-
ern world would have im-
posed embargoes, sanc-
tions, and everything else
necessary to bring the
country to its knees.
Change in South Africa
came in the only way it
could have come. And
there was never any inten-
tion of allowing the black
South Africans to control
that country. They do not

control it now, and if they
ever do, chances are it will
be destabilised and
thrown into conflict and
ruin. Look at Zimbabwe.

The view is promoted
that the indigenous peo-
ples cannot manage their
own affairs; at least not
their economies.
Politicians are seen as
mere public servants,
fighting with each other
for the job of manager of
other people’s business.
They are well supported,
provided that they do not
interfere with the money
business. Any thought of
wealth transfer or redis-
tribution is treasonous,
and that is made clear to
those who apply for the job
of country manager.

A few days ago, the
Prime Minster of
Barbados made a very
brief statement which put
all of this in perspective,
although I do not attrib-
ute my interpretation to
his intent. He noted that
while persons were quite
willing to put the
Government on the wit-
ness stand for the man-

agement of the sugar in-
dustry, those who man-
aged, or mismanaged, the
industry from the 17th
century until a few years
ago, are allowed to go free.

The managers of the
sugar industry have never
been able to run it prof-
itably since the end of slav-
ery, but they have man-
aged to maintain control
of it.When they rack up so
much debt that it becomes
impossible to repay it, the
“inefficient” Governments
step in with the tax payers
money and rescue them.
When all of this should
have been brought to an
end in the 1990s, a
Democratic Labour Party
Government bailed them
out again and gave them
back plantations that
should have been taken
over by the state.

The local sugar industry
is closely associated with
slavery. Red Plastic Bag
sang a song which claimed
that sugar made us free.
One may forgive his inno-
cence. In reality, sugar en-
slaved us. Somewhere in
the recesses of our na-
tional mind, that reality
lives.

When slavery ended, the
plantation owners were
paid handsomely for the
freeing of their slaves. In
2013, Professor Sir Hilary
Beckles, then, pro-vice-
chancellor of the
University of the West
Indies Cave Hill Campus,

estimated that the sum
paid to slave owners in
1834 amounted to about
$200 billion in 2013
money. The slaves got
nothing.

We are approaching 50
years of independence as a
country, but no
Government has been bold
enough to try to put black
Barbadians in charge of
this economy. Weekly, we
still hear the business sec-
tor demanding that the po-
litical directorate report to
them and obey their de-
mands. If the majority
population believes that
political authority trans-
lates into any true power,
they are not listening to
the language of those with
no formal authority, but
wield true power.

South Africa, like
Barbados, is a capitalist
country and those who
manage its affairs do so for
the benefit of capitalists
and capitalism. No one
else really counts. It is this
reality that leaves South
Africa in the state it is in –
with black authority fig-
ures,and a white untouch-
able power structure. Any
attempt to change that
arrangement will destroy
the country.

The ANC will continue
to be blamed for the un-
derdevelopment of South
Africa. Just as Barbados’
Governments are blamed
for the mismanagement of
our sugar industry.

Change prohibited

LAST Sunday I asked
what moves some people
to give and others to
grasp. And I told the sto-
ries of five of the major
benefactors of the
Barbados National Trust
in its first three decades
since 1961. There have
been other major benefac-
tors since then, especially
under the presidency of
Paul Altman – the
Rausing family, whose
generosity enabled the
Trust to restore Arlington
House and save it from as-
sault, and others, such as
the Tabors, who made
major contributions to the
magnificent Synagogue
restoration and especially
the splendid Nidhe Israel
Museum.

But the work of the
Trust in the tough years of
demolition and “new
build” – the sixties and
seventies – fell to some
truly dedicated people
who gave of their time and
energy in vast amounts,

their passion and commit-
ment to get things done,
and often at great finan-
cial, personal and family
sacrifice. I think here of
the two great pioneers, Sir
Donald Wiles and Paul
Foster, both of whom
served as President and
then as Director, ably sup-
ported by giants like Sir
Frank Hutson, Jimmy
Walker,Colin Webster and
Richard Goddard. I served
as President when Sir
Donald was Director and
Colin Webster was Vice
President; and then, for
most of my presidency,
with Paul Foster as
Director, and both of these
distinguished heroes of
mine taught me an awful
lot, while Colin Webster’s
blood, sweat and tears was
an inspiration to us all.

Sir Donald was actually
serving as Administrator
of Montserrat (a first for a
Caribbean man) from
1960 to 62, and when a
yacht with 30 Lodge

School boys sailed into
Plymouth in July 1962,
under our games master
John Ludwig, I had the ef-
frontery to walk into
Government House (en-
tirely unguarded), meet
and shake hands with Sir
Donald! But as the right
hand (Permanent
Secretary) to Sir Grantley
Adams, Premier, and in
his later years as perhaps
the most revered senior
citizen in Barbados,his in-
fluence, his common sense
and his negotiating skills
were enormous.

Sir Donald Wiles
(1913–2000) began his
professional life teaching

at his alma mater,
Harrison College. I recall
many social and National
Trust encounters where
he met a former student
who would say “Do you re-
member teaching me at
Harrison’s?”And out came
the usual reply:“You mean
when I TRIED to teach
you!” He was a wonderful
raconteur, with a great
sense of humour and he
always seemed to enjoy
every minute of life, never
seeing problems but al-
ways challenges and solu-
tions.

As PS to Sir Grantley he
oversaw all of our major
transformative social, eco-

nomic, health and housing
developments of the 1950s
– the first major housing
schemes (Pine and
Colleton), the Government
Headquarters, the Deep
Water Harbour and the
planning of the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital. With
his encyclopaedic memory,
integrity, humour and tact
he and Sir Grantley made
an efficient executive part-
nership.

As Director of the
National Trust from 1980,
he oversaw with Colin
Webster the restoration of
Gun Hill Signal Station
and the acquisition and
restoration of Ronald Tree
house, the first Trust
headquarters.And he was
especially proud of negoti-
ating the purchase and
landscaping of Accra
beach as a public beach fa-
cility. Sir Donald was a
legend in his own time.

Colin Webster
(1922–1996) was similar
in respect of his humour

(but sometimes more
risqué!) his tact and hard
work.He always described
himself as a Wildey
Webster, and in fact for
many years he worked at
Wildey as manager of
Wildey and Upton planta-
tions. In later life he went
into real estate, an almost
natural progression be-
cause he loved people and
knew almost everyone in
the country! I remember
best his passion for Gun
Hill, for historical arte-
facts, and for plants. His
work at Gun Hill, rescu-
ing the ruined signal sta-
tion and cookhouse from
the jungle after nearly 100
years, moving the earth to
make it accessible, and
landscaping it with the
input of Iris Bannochie of
Andromeda Gardens, was
a pioneering work of
restoration and develop-
ment of an important
heritage site, for the 

CONTINUED on Page 10
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enjoyment of Bajans and
visitors alike. It was re-
ally the first and the
model restoration of a na-
tionally and globally im-
portant historic site in
Barbados. It is an icon of
Barbados, and the recent
embellishments and
wheelchair access will
make it even more cen-
tral to our visitor and en-
tertainment culture.

Colin then took on
Morgan Lewis Mill. The
Mill, given to the Trust by
Egbert Bannister had ini-
tially been restored by a
team led by Sir Frank

Hutson and Eustace
Corbin in 1964. In 1994,
with funds from
American Express, Derek
Smith and others it was
fully restored by David
Nicholls, mill engineer
from Britain, and Colin
Webster’s local team,
under the directorship of
Penny Hynam. And he
looked after the Mill over
the years as if it were his
child, often spending his
own money “just to keep
things going”.

Next week, Paul Foster
– father of modern
tourism, father of the
modern National Trust,
and living legend.

Bouquets of the
week: To David Crichlow,
photographer, whose
splendid website
caribpix.net – The
Caribbean in Pictures –
I’ve only just discovered.

And to Dr. Frances
Chandler for organising
and leading The
Barbados Horticultural
Society’s Agricultural
Tour 2015, 1:00 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. Sunday the
15th (today week). The
tour bus leaves St.
Lawrence Gap (opposite
the Dover Playing field)
Christ Church at 1:00
p.m.

A sad farewell: To Sir

Roy Marshall – one of our
greatest sons – Vice-
Chancellor Emeritus of
the University of the West
Indies and distinguished
in many other legal, ad-
ministrative and leader-
ship roles. It was a privi-
lege to know him, both
while a student at Mona
and in his later life.
Others will have many
more tributes to pay, here,
in Britain and across the
Caribbean.

(Professor Fraser is
past Dean of Medical
Sciences, UWI and
Professor Emeritus of
Medicine. Website:
profhenryfraser.com)

When constabulary’s
duty to be done…

A policeman’s lot is not a
happy one. –Gilbert &
Sullivan (The Pirates of
Penzance)

THE provisions of the
Royal Barbados Police
Force’s policy on the gen-
eral appearance of police
officers, as reproduced in
another section of the
press last week, are ar-
guably not the most hap-
pily drafted in their pres-
ent form. For instance,
under the caption “Hair”,
police officers are prohib-
ited from wearing “ex-
treme, faddish or eccentric
hairstyles while on
duty…”Clearly,under this
provision, the “gal-a-rush-
me’s and intricately lined
artwork of some years
past would be proscribed,
but it arbitrarily leaves
the decision as to what
else may be included in
this vague category up to
the absolute and subjec-
tive discretion of the
Commissioner, I would
imagine.

Moreover, while the pro-
vision does not rule out
the use of hair dye for
those who might consider
that the presence of grey
in their hair lends to a be-
trayal of their true age, for
both males and females
this appears to be re-
stricted to black, while
colours such as purple,
blue, pink, green, orange,
bright (sic) red and fluo-
rescent or neon colours
[though oddly not blonde],
are expressly taboo.

Again, in similar vein,
“female officers shall not
wear shades of lipstick
that distinctly contrast
with the natural colour of

their lips (sic), that detract
from the uniform or that
are extreme, faddish or ec-
centric”. Given that per-
haps all of our police-
women are of blackish
hue, strict compliance
with the first part of this
rule will not be easy,
though I am instructed
that there are clear shades
of lip-gloss that would fit
the bill nicely.

Finally, under “Facial
hair”, it is stipulated that
males shall keep their face
clean-shaven when in uni-
form or in civilian clothes
when on duty. Given that
a beard is not something
that one can wear when
off duty and take off when
reporting for work, this
rule effectively bans
beards for officers. Yet, in-
congruously, in spite of its
instance upon clean-
shaven faces, it goes on to
state that moustaches are
permitted!

In spite of these obser-
vations, however, the sub-
stance of the policy com-
ports easily with those in
other jurisdictions such as
Cumbria and
Warwickshire in the UK
and Washington DC in the
US.

In effect, this would
mean that the policy is al-
most impregnable from
legal challenge. In the US,
where people are far more
solicitous of their per-
ceived rights and evi-
dently more litigious, and
where judges may be more
activist, there have been a
number of unsuccessful
court challenges to the
contents of these policies,
most notably in the area of
grooming.

Indeed, such litigation
has reached the highest

court in the land [not the
one wrongly-so-called lo-
cally] in Kelly v Johnson
where the Supreme Court
held by a majority in 1976
that a regulation limiting
the length of the hair of
policemen did not violate
their rights to due process
and to equal protection of
the law guaranteed under
the Fourteenth
Amendment to the
Constitution. The equiva-
lent rights under our local
law are also to be found in
the Constitution, though
mostly in the context of
the criminal law.

According to Rehnquist
CJ for the majority, “[The]
choice of organization,
dress and equipment for
law enforcement person-
nel is entitled to the same
sort of presumption of leg-
islative validity (we call it
the presumption of consti-
tutional validity) as are
state choices to promote
other aims within the cog-
nizance of the State’s po-
lice power…” Hence, it
was not for the state to es-
tablish a “genuine public
need” for the regulation,
but rather for the respon-
dent to “demonstrate that
there is no rational con-
nection between the regu-
lation and the promotion
of safety of persons and
property”.

In the considered view
of the majority, whether a

state’s choice to have its
police uniformed reflected
a desire to make police of-
ficers readily recognizable
to the public or to foster
the esprit de corps that
similarity of garb and ap-
pearance may inculcate
within the police force it-
self, the justification for
the hair-style regulation
was sufficiently rational
to defeat the respondent’s
claim.

Justices Marshall and
Brennan who dissented
were of the view that the
Fourteenth Amendment
did protect against com-
prehensive regulation of
what citizens may or may
not wear. They thought,
“…[a] n individual’s per-
sonal appearance may re-
flect, sustain and nourish
his or her personality and
may well be used as a
means of expressing his or
her attitude and lifestyle.
Thus, in taking control
over a citizen’s personal
appearance, the govern-
ment forces him to sacri-
fice substantial elements
of his integrity and iden-
tity as well…” They con-
cluded, “ In an increas-
ingly crowded society in
which it is already ex-
tremely difficult to main-
tain one’s identity and per-
sonal integrity, it would be
distressing … if the gov-
ernment could regulate
our personal appearance

unconfined by any consti-
tutional strictures what-
soever…”

And to the argument
that the requirement con-
tributed to making officers
identifiable to the public
as policemen, they re-
sponded,“…surely the fact
that a uniformed officer is
wearing his hair below his
collar will make him no
less identifiable as a po-
liceman. And one cannot
easily imagine a plain-
clothes officer being read-
ily identifiable as such
simply because his hair
does not extend beneath
his collar…”

It would be interesting
to see whether such argu-
ments would pass judicial
scrutiny in Barbados.

In a similar case,
Marshall v District of
Columbia, Mr Marshall
refused to cut his hair and
beard to conform to the
personal appearance and
grooming requirements of
the Police Department on
the grounds that he had
taken a religious vow not
to cut his hair or beard.
He was ultimately dis-
missed from the force and
challenged this on the
bases that his dismissal
violated his First
Amendment right to
freely exercise his religion
and also those under the
Fourteenth Amendment
to due process and equal
protection of the law. He
was unsuccessful in both
claims.

First, the US District
Court for the District of
Columbia held that the
regulation made no at-
tempt to deny Marshall
his right to hold his reli-
gious beliefs, although one
assumedly unforeseen col-

lateral effect of it was to
force him to violate his re-
ligious conviction if he
wished to be a police offi-
cer. The central issue was
whether the department
should be forced to accom-
modate his religious con-
viction.

To this question, the
court emphatically an-
swered no. For Ritchey J.,
the appearance regula-
tions “promoted an inter-
est which…outweighed
[his] interest in maintain-
ing his hair and beard as
his religious beliefs dic-
tated and [did] not uncon-
stitutionally infringe his
free exercise rights…”; a
result, he found, that was
necessitated by both the
nature and diversity of
modern society in which it
could not be expected that
legislators enact no law
regulating conduct that
may in some way result in
an economic disadvantage
to some religious sects and
not to others because of
the special practices of the
various religions.

Nor did the regulation
impair his Fourteenth
Amendment rights that
might conceivably include
the right to wear beards,
sideburns and mous-
taches in any form and to
any length one may
choose.However, this right
was not absolute and
while an officer did not
surrender his or her con-
stitutional rights upon
joining the police force,
nevertheless a regulation
would be upheld if it were
reasonably and rationally
related to a legitimate gov-
ernmental interest. This
one was.

To be continued.

The policeman’s lot

Those who ‘kept things going’

THE Trinidad and Tobago
Coast Guard Friday said
it had seized 60.77 kilo-
grammes of marijuana
and cocaine worth an es-
timated TT$10 million
(One TT dollar =US$0.16
cents) in waters off the
southern part of the is-
land.

A statement from the
Coast Guard said one of
its vessels had inter-
cepted a pirogue with a
large quantity of the
drugs onboard.

It said the vessel and its

two occupants were taken
into custody and that 100
packages of marijuana
were found with a street
value of TT$5.7 million
and two other packages of
cocaine with street value
of TT$4.7 million were
also seized.

The Coast Guard said
that the vessel, the drugs
and the two men were
handed over to the
Organised Narcotics
Firearms Bureau.

It gave no details about
the nationalities.

Coast Guard in
multi-million dollar
drug seizure

 



Sunday February 8, 2015 • 11The Barbados Advocate

QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Aldous Huxley
(1894 - 1963)

Critic, novelist

Will Rogers
(1879 - 1935)

Humorist & showman
“Let those who love the Lord
hate evil, for he guards the
lives of his faithful ones and
delivers them from the hand
of the wicked.”

Psalm 97:10 NIV

“Facts do not cease to exist 
because they are ignored.” 

“Even if you’re on the right
track, you’ll get run over if
you just sit there.”

BOREDOM

A bore is a man 
who deprives you of 

solitude without providing
you with company.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ADVOCATE PUBLISHERS (2000) INC, FONTABELLE • FAX: 434-1000 • E-MAIL: letters@barbadosadvocate.com

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

WHENEVER we hear
those clamouring for repa-
rations, they will always
tell you that they are de-
manding “justice for our
ancestors”. It is being
claimed that the
Europeans must make
amends for the “injustice”
that was done and repara-
tions, which they are now
frequently calling “repara-
tory justice” is being de-
manded. However, the
real reasons for the ac-
tions of these “repara-
tionsists” are clearly not
about justice.

If those who are de-
manding reparations re-

ally wanted justice, they
wouldn’t be demanding
reparations from the
Europeans alone. History
is very clear about the role
of Africans in the trade of
slaves. Even modern
African leaders have ac-
knowledged the role that
their ancestors played in
the export of slaves to the
west.

In 1999, the president
of Benin made a formal
apology for the role his
country played – espe-
cially that famous treaty
that was signed between
his country and Portugal
in the 15th century for the

capture and export of
slaves. In 2006, the gov-
ernment of Ghana apolo-
gised to the Americans for
they role it played in sup-
plying slaves to the west.
Yet, we don’t see these
reparationsists demand-
ing compensation from
these Africans.

Here in the west, we
have the Maroons of
Jamaica and other
Caribbean islands, who
are also being excused.
There is no doubt that the
assistance that the ma-
roons of Jamaica gave to
the British in sustaining
slavery on the island was

important. Important
slave rebellions were ef-
fectively put down by the
British with the vital sup-
port of these Maroons.Yet,
they are not being asked
for reparations – or even
an apology.

While the colour of both
the Africans and the
Maroons have something
to do with them being ex-
cused, the main reason
why their roles are being
overlooked boils down to
one simple thing – money.

At a recent reparations
conference, the lead
speaker made it perfectly
clear why the Europeans

are being pursued for
compensation and not the
Africans. Those leading
this reparations charge
are of the view that as the
Europeans made more out
of it, while, as far as they
can see, the Africans got
very little if anything, the
Africans should not be
asked, but the Europeans
should.

It would make no sense
to sue the Africans for
reparations if, after the
legal victory, no money
would be forthcoming. It
is very clear that if the
Europeans were not rich,
there would be no need to

demand reparations from
them, as nothing would be
gained. Clearly, repara-
tions “justice” only comes
on those little green notes
with dollar signs on them.

Those demanding repa-
rations in the name of “our
ancestors” don’t seem to
care about the fact that
their pretence is in fact an
insult to these same an-
cestors. These repara-
tionsists should be
ashamed of themselves –
trying to profit from the
backs of the hard work of
our ancestors!

MICHAEL A.
DINGWALL 

Reparations claim only about the money

O what a tangled web
we weave

When first we practise
to deceive”

ESPIONAGE is practised
as insurance against in-
ternational diplomatic de-
ceit. Secret Services are
engaged in this exercise to
provide justification for
pre-emptive hostilities
motivated by national se-
curity.

It is not uncommon to
discover that the secrecy
in which national security
is shrouded is a cover for
the agenda of its operators
that is hidden from their
employers who are given
only as much information
of the kind that the oper-
ators think their employ-
ers need to know at any
time.

By this inversion, the
master becomes the slave
of his servant.

Ironically, political ser-
vants enslave the elec-
torate by the same means
that the Secret Services
enslaves its Government.

Elected representatives
tell the electorate what
the politicians think they
need to know to keep them
pliable.

In this practice of deceit,
it is observed how often
one crisis after another is
eclipsed in succession be-
fore the predecessor is at-
tended to or solved.

The storm that was
brewing over the discov-
ery of US spying on its
German ally dissipated
with the blowing up of a
Malaysian airliner over
Eastern Ukraine to impli-
cate Russia in hostilities
against NATO poaching
former USSR territory.

When sanctions against
Russia for the perceived
involvement in the rebel-
lion of Eastern Ukraine
against neo-Nazi domi-
nance in Kiev backfired
with the plummeting of
the Pound Sterling as rap-
idly as the Rouble and
stagnation of the
European Union’s econ-
omy, the US turned to its
hoard of fossil fuel re-

sources instead of bleed-
ing Middle Eastern oil pro-
duction expecting OPEC
to stabilise world prices by
reducing production to
compensate the US glut.

That ploy backfired and
added to the embarrass-
ment of the discovery that
the CIA of the paragon of
human righteousness was
torturing renditioned com-
batants framed as perpe-
trators of September 11,
2001 – a copycat version of
the Nazi burning of the
Reichstag blamed on
Communists and Jews as
scapegoats, enhancing
Hitler’s rise to power in
the 1930s on the kind of
patriotic sympathy that
eased George Bush’s sec-
ond term entry to the
White House.

On that tide, Bush gen-
erated the Middle East
conflict that Republicans
needed to energise the
military-industrial com-
plex that is the real engine
of the US economy driven
by its “contractors”.

With Republican in con-

trol of Congress having
the capacity to embarrass
any in the White House,
the hacking of Sony
Pictures to prevent the
screening of the film
“Interview” in US cinemas
has become the latest cri-
sis.

It threatens the
Democratic White House
with a charge of incompe-
tence to make the most ap-
propriate response
against North Korea with
the same justification
used by George Bush for
invading Iraq on suspicion
of its possession of
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and engaging
Afghanistan as the sanc-
tuary of the scapegoats for
the demolition of the New
York Trade Centre Towers
by drones.

The question that no
CNN interviewer has
asked to date is: Who
stands to gain from prohi-
bition of the screening of
the Sony film in US cine-
mas?

The film is described by

Sony producers as a satir-
ical comedy showing the
assassination of the North
Korean leader.Episodes of
Mission Impossible as a
TV series of spy thrillers
are of the same genre. So
what?

What if, however, the
satirical comedy like
Mission Impossible
episodes cuts too close for
comfort?

The CIA is not supposed
to “spy” on US citizens in
the home of the brave and
the land of the free, but it
has the ability to “stitch
up” North Korea as the
perpetrator of any action
that the CIA chooses, in-
cluding the alleged hack-
ing of Sony Pictures data
that might contain “leaked
information” from
“whistleblowing” on
planned activities of the
Intelligence Agency.

Some indeed die in
earnest that others call a
jest. It is a tangled web we
weave when first we prac-
tise to deceive.

LEONARD ST.HILL 

The tangled web

IN approximately two
months it will once again
be time for Barbadians to
file their income taxes.
Unfortunately for many,
refunds from last year’s
filings are still outstand-
ing.

To date there has been
talk about giving an IOU
of sorts, reassurances that
refunds as still being paid
out, or the proverbial
runaround between de-
partments in answer to
the question,“When will I
get my tax refund?’

For many, the deadline
for other taxes like road
tax and land tax has also
come around again and
responsible people have
done their duty and paid
up. It would be good for
the government to follow
suit and PAY UP!

Set a good example.
MICHELLE PHILLIPS

Pay
up,
Gov’t!
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JAMAICAN NATIONAL
BARNES CHARGED WITH
DRUG OFFENCES

Members of the Drug
Squad arrested and
charged Lincoln Dennis
Barnes, 62 year old
Jamaican national with
the following offences
committed at the Grantley
Adams International
Airport:

1.Possession of cannabis
2.Possession with intent

to supply
3.Trafficking; and
4.Importation of

cannabis.

Barnes arrived by air on
Wednesday February 2,
2015 from Jamaica. He
was interviewed by Police
and referred to the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital where
he subsequently passed 47
packages of the drug he
had ingested. Total
weight 1 lb.

Lincoln Barnes ap-
peared at the Oistins
Magistrates Court on
Friday February 6, 2015,
and pleaded guilty to the

charges. He was fined
$10,000 forthwith or 12
months in prison. He was
Convicted, Reprimanded
and Discharged (CRD) on
the remaining charges.

GUYANESE NATIONALS
FRANCE AND MORRIS
CHARGED WITH DRUG
OFFENCES

Members of the Drug
Squad formally charged
Dennis France a 37 year
old Guyanese national re-
siding at Rendezvous,
Christ Church with the

following offences:
1.Possession of cocaine
2.Possession with intent

to supply
3.Trafficking; and
4.Acts preparatory for

the trafficking of cocaine.

On February 4, 2015,
Police executed a search
warrant at his residence
and 1 kilo of cocaine was
discovered and seized.

Further investigations
into the seizure involving
Dennis France led to the
arrest of Lloydanna

Morris, 23 year old
Guyanese national, who
was subsequently charged
with the offences of:

1.Possession of cocaine
2.Possession with intent

to supply
3.Trafficking; and
4.Importation of co-

caine.

Investigations revealed
that Ms. Morris arrived in
Barbados on February 3,
2015 with the 1 kilo of co-
caine and sometime later
handed it over to Dennis
France.

France and Morris ap-
peared separately at the
Oistins Magistrates Court
on Friday February 6,
2015, and they both
pleaded guilty to their
charges. France was fined
$60,000 forthwith on the
charge of Possession or 2
years in prison. He was
CRD on his remaining
charges.

Morris was fined
$60,000 forthwith on the
charge of Importation or 2
years in prison. She was
CRD on her remaining

charges.

WALLACE CHARGED
WITH DRUG OFFENCES

Members of the Drug
Squad arrested and
charged Jewel Wallace, 18
years of Lower Estate, St.
George with the offences
of:

1.Possession of cannabis
2.Possession with intent

to supply
3.Trafficking; and
4.Cultivation of

cannabis.

On February 5, 2015,
Police carried out an oper-
ation at Lower Estate
where Wallace was held in
connection with 52
cannabis plants under cul-
tivation.

Wallace appeared at the
Oistins Magistrates Court
on Friday February 6,
2015, and pleaded guilty
to the charges. He was
fined $5,000 by May 8,
2015 or 9 months in
prison. He was CRD on
the remaining 
charges.
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Drug Squad charges individuals with drug offences

On February 5, 2015, Police 
carried out an operation at 
Lower Estate where Wallace 
was held in connection with 52
cannabis plants under cultivation.

 



THE recent natural hair
issue at one secondary
school on island and the
decision to enforce the
hair grooming guidelines
by the Royal Barbados
Police Force have both
been described as “dis-
criminatory” and “retro-
grade” acts.

These words were used
by Pan Africanist Dr.
Rodney Worrell and ca-
lypsonian, songwriter
and Cultural
Ambassador, Dr.Anthony
‘Mighty Gabby’ Carter,
recently while speaking
with the Barbados
Advocate after their
African Awareness pre-
sentations at the George
Lamming Primary
School.

Both men, took issue
with the labels of “untidy”
and “unkept”.

Worrell asserted, “I
think this is really a false
debate about the question
of hair, and persons have
introduced notions about

tidiness, they really hid-
ing the real issue of the
African people asserting
their Africanness.”

He said, “I mean to tell
the Police, sorry, for the
Police to introduce this
now and the Harrison
College people about
what is tidy, this is some-
thing that is very subjec-
tive, and I think that it is
also very discriminatory
and when you look at
Harrison College and you
look at the educational
system, it has always
been very conservative.
You look at the police
force, it was one of the in-
stitutions, that on the eve
of Independence, they
changed their name from
the Barbados Police Force
to a Royal Barbados
Police Force; so this now
you look around you see
all of the beautiful ladies
with their natural hair, so

this part of the push-
back.”

The Pan Africanist
lamented, “When you
think that you have won
one step forward, then
you look at the conserva-
tives or the conservative
way of society looking to
pushback.”

Worrell insisted, “When
I see policemen, and I am
speaking about the
women because I never
saw a policeman with
locs, sometimes you don’t
even notice if its locs.And
this notion, what is the
difference between locs
and twists? How is the
Harrison College teacher
defining what is tidy or
what is untidy?”

He urged, “For me these
are all subjective things
and if the lens is coloured
by looking through a colo-
nial lens we will have
problems.”

Using the changes
made by the United
States Military to the
grooming guidelines for
the Air Force, Marine
Corps, Navy and Army
back in August, 2014
after the services came
under fire in March,
2014, for using deroga-
tory language and ban-
ning many styles that are
popular with African-
American women,
Worrell stated, “Like
what obtained in the
United States and what-
ever, I think that these
things that need to be, I
am not a person for the
Courts, but I think it
needs to be tested in
Court because I believe it
is discriminatory.”

Additionally, sharing
Worrell’s sentiment was
Carter who added, “I am
saying that that nonsense
about unkept hair, is very
racist; it is very prejudice,
and it is a retrograde
step.” (KG)

PRIME Minister
Freundel Stuart is
hopeful that this is-
land’s economy will re-
bound in full by 2016,
so that those
Barbadians who made
the necessary sacri-
fices will reap the ben-
efits.

Mr. Stuart expressed
this wish recently, during
a meeting with former
President of the Republic
of Chile,Sebastian Piñera,
at Ilaro Court. Those at-
tending the wide-ranging
talks included Chilean
Ambassador to Barbados,
Fernando Schmidt, and
Chile’s Honorary Consul,
David Harding.

During the discussions
on the global economic cri-
sis and its impact on
Barbados, Mr. Piñera said
Chile was following what
was happening here, and
the country “seemed to be
doing well”.

The Prime Minister said
Government was working
on getting its fiscal deficit
down to manageable lev-
els. He pointed out that a
19-month stabilisation
programme was put in
place, but it had now been
extended by one year so as
to ensure that the gains
the country had been
making were not reversed.

He added, however, that
the island was beginning

to feel the effects of the
falling oil prices. “In addi-
tion, Barbados has been
having a very good
tourism season, with the
hotels holding their own,
and we expect this trend
to continue,” he stated.

Mr. Stuart noted that
Government was also
working in the area of re-
newable energy and
Parliament had recently
passed the new Electric
Light and Power Act.

Mr. Piñera said people
across the world were
growing impatient be-
cause of the economic re-
cession. He noted that
Chile has the highest per
capita income in Latin

America, and he attrib-
uted this to good manage-
ment of the economy over
time.

The Chilean ex-

President and Prime
Minister Stuart also dis-
cussed Chile’s position on
the border conflict be-
tween Chile and Bolivia.

The dispute is currently
before the International
Court of Justice, whose
findings are expected be-
fore the end of February.
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Prime Minister Freundel Stuart listens carefully to a point made by former
President of the Republic of Chile, Sebastian Piñera, during a recent meeting.

Pan Africanist Dr. Rodney Worrell enlightened stu-
dents about the advancements and inventions
which originated out of Africa.

Yesterday: 0.9 mm
For the month: 1.7 mm
For the year: 69.0 mm

6:23 am 6:02 pm

London: 03°C PARTLY CLOUDY
Boston: -03°C OVERCAST
Montreal: -13°C OVERCAST
Toronto: -03°C OVERCAST/ SNOW
New York: 02°C OVERCAST
Miami: 22°C FAIR

Max: 28.0 °C
Min: 21.4 °C

High: 6:25 am
& 6:27 pm

Low: 12:02 am
& 12:19 pm

Fair to partly cloudy with a few 
scattered showers.

PM Stuart hopeful
economy will recover
fully by 2016

Some institutional hair guidelines
‘discriminatory and retrograde’ 

– says Pan Africanist
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WITHIN the next 10
years the world commu-
nity should expect
China’s Yuan (also called
renminbi) to be as widely
used as the United States
dollar. For almost a
decade now the Chinese
currency has been popu-
lar with neighbouring
countries which, along
with China, are among
the fastest growing
economies. Now, the yuan
is becoming popular with
Western countries too as
their trade with China in-
creases and they target
the Chinese market for
investment and tourism.

In a report entitled
“Global Development
Horizons 2011:
Multipolarity – The New
Global Economy”, the
World Bank predicts that
the US dollar will lose
dominance by 2025 and a
multinational system cen-
tred on the dollar, the
euro and the yuan will re-
place it. The Bank’s pre-
diction is sure to be re-
alised as China works
diligently to get the yuan
into the basket of curren-
cies that comprise the
Special Drawing Rights of
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) by
2020. Only four curren-
cies now form part of the
existing IMF basket.
These are: the US dollar,
the euro, the British
pound and the Japanese
yen. In 2020, the IMF will

undertake its five-year re-
view to decide which cur-
rencies should be in the
basket. It is almost a fore-
gone conclusion that the
yuan will be amongst
them.

There are three very
strong indicators of why
this is likely to happen.
First, China’s overseas in-
vestment will reach
US$1.25 trillion in ten
years’ time; it will be sec-
ond only to the US.
Second, offshore yuan re-
serves are currently at
US$319.7 billion and ris-
ing. Third, China’s
UnionPay debit card,
which was introduced in
China in 2002 as a domes-
tic credit and debit card,
has now spread as a
credit card to over 140
countries. Some banks in
major capitals of the
world also accept
UnionPay debit cards at
their Automatic Teller
Machines (ATMs), includ-
ing in the United States.
Eventually, these cards
will become as widely
used around the world as
US and European cards.

Research by this writer
does not reveal any banks
in the Caribbean cur-
rently providing for the
use of UnionPay credit
and debit cards. However,
as China’s trade and in-
vestment increases in the
region, this is certain to
change. The commercial
banks in the Caribbean

that work to tie-up early
arrangements with
China’s banks and the
Central Bank of China
should reap rewards.
China’s trade and invest-
ment in the region have
risen exponentially since
2005 and there is every
indication that they are
increasing. With more
business being done in
the Caribbean by China,
the requirement for the
use of UnionPay credit
and debit cards is sure to
intensify.

The number of Chinese
tourists to global destina-
tions is also growing
every year, though not so
for the Caribbean. The
number of Chinese
tourists to Caribbean
countries is too minuscule
for statisticians to record.
Indeed, the only two cities
in Latin America and the
Caribbean that managed
getting the statisticians’
attention for 2013 were
Sao Paulo and Rio de
Janiero in Brazil, but they
were low down in the list
of destinations. Topping

the list were nearby coun-
tries such as Indonesia,
South Korea and Japan.
New York was the sixth
most popular destination
although the number of
tourists (646,000) paled in
comparison to nearby
countries such as South
Korea (4.3 million).

The Caribbean is un-
likely to share in the
Chinese world-wide
tourist spending, esti-
mated at US$129 billion
in 2013, until the coun-
tries of the region gear
their tourism product for
Chinese. This will be a
long time in coming and
will require considerable
planning and investment.
Still, if the Caribbean se-
cures a small percentage
of Chinese tourism spend-
ing, forecast to be US$310
billion in three years’
time, the region would im-
prove its foreign exchange
earnings and employment
substantially.The prize is
worth the pursuit. But,
even if Chinese tourism
to the Caribbean does not
dramatically increase,

trade with, and invest-
ment from, China surely
will bring greater influ-
ence of the yuan in the re-
gion’s business.

There is no stopping the
rise of the yuan and its
importance as a global
currency. China's overall
GDP growth rate for 2014
slowed to 7.4 per cent - its
slowest in 24 years, but
impressive enough for it
to be envied by the major-
ity of the world’s nations.
The Chinese government
is calling its present eco-
nomic circumstances “the
new normal”. In January,
the Central Bank eased
restrictions on the
amount of reserves of
commercial banks. Six
hundred billion yuan
(US$96 billion) or more
held in reserve at Chinese
banks were released with
the expectation that two
to three trillion yuan will
be injected into the econ-
omy to stimulate growth.
A significant sum of that
money is also earmarked
for increased investment
in the productive sector of
other countries, particu-
larly in Europe and North
America, in anticipation
of huge returns.

The IMF now ranks
China as the number one
economic superpower. It
reports that China pro-
duced 17 per cent of the
world gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2014 ex-
ceeding the United States

by 1 per cent. Experts
argue that China will
maintain its lead in eco-
nomic ranking of GDP in
the foreseeable future
largely due to catch-up of
its per capita income
which is rising annually
at 8 per cent-10 per cent.
While the income of the
average Chinese citizen
will lag behind the US for
many years to come, the
point is that as a country
China is – and will con-
tinue to be – a significant
influencer of growth for
the rest of the world.

If, as expected, the yuan
does become one of the
IMF’s basket of curren-
cies for Special Drawing
Rights and rivals the US
dollar as a global cur-
rency, developing coun-
tries, which have to use
foreign currencies to carry
out transactions with the
rest of the world, will have
to factor the Chinese cur-
rency into their thinking,
including whether or not
to peg their currencies to
the US dollar or opt for a
link to the same basket of
currencies that the IMF
adopts.

(Sir Ronald Sanders
is a Consultant, Senior
Fellow at London
University and former
Caribbean diplomat.
Responses and previ-
ous commentaries:
www.sirronaldsanders
.com)

China’s Yuan will rival US dollar globally

DESPITE the price of oil
falling from a high of
US$107 per barrel in the
middle of 2014 to just over
US$50 in late January
2015, this has so far failed
to reduce the cost of air
travel with the airlines
that operate the North
American and European
routes that bring millions
of visitors to the region
each year.

In contrast, a growing
number of airlines flying
in the Asia-Pacific region
have begun to gradually
reduce or remove their
fuel surcharges.

Either for commercial
reasons or under pressure
from regulators, Virgin
Australia, AirAsia,
Quantas, Japan Airlines
and Air China have in re-
cent weeks begun to act;
albeit in some cases with
little benefit to the trav-
eller, as in parallel they
have sought to increase
their base fares to main-
tain profit margins.

Irrespective, it is an ex-
ample that most of their
US or European counter-
parts have failed to follow.

Despite the urging of
the media, public opinion
and an increasing number
of politicians on both sides
of the Atlantic, airlines
like British Airways,
United and other major
transatlantic carriers
have decided not to pass
on the savings they are
making to consumers.

The fuel surcharge was
first introduced in the
early 2000s in a very pub-
lic way to try to demon-
strate to travellers that it
was not the airlines fault
that ticket prices were ris-
ing.However,now that the
price of oil has fallen dra-
matically the airlines are
arguing, as Delta has
done, that they need the
additional revenue to re-
duce their indebtedness
and give higher dividends
to stockholders.

Although the

International Air
Transport Association
(IATA), a UN agency, fore-
cast at the end of October
that such charges should
begin falling as the drop in
the price of oil worked its
way through the aviation
fuel system, this now
seems far from certain.

Prices for aviation fuel
lag behind the price of oil
by about a month, but air-
lines hedge their fuel costs
by buying many months
forwards, making rapid
change less likely.
However, higher priced
hedges are now much less
relevant as airlines are

buying forward at signifi-
cantly lower prices, and
other factors are now com-
ing into play.

This is because over the
years, fuel costs, the
biggest variable element
in all airlines operating
costs and a critical ele-
ment in every carrier’s
profitability, have also
come to involve marketing
and many other commer-
cial considerations.

This has resulted in big
variations in how the levy
is considered by different
airlines, with the sur-
charge varying by class of
travel, currency fluctua-

tions, and the level of com-
petition on specific routes.
It also involves complex
calculations relating to the
charging structure across
all of the routes any air-
line will fly, the pricing dif-
ferentials in relation to re-
fining charges where fuel
is taken onboard, and the
average mix of the differ-
ent fares on each flight.As
a consequence it is a topic
few airlines wish to dis-
cuss in any detail as it
goes to their heart of their
commercial strategy.

Moreover, the fall in avi-
ation fuel prices is occur-
ring just as demand for
travel in North America
and to a lesser extent from
Europe is growing signifi-
cantly. The consequence
has been that North
American and European
aviation has gone from
being an industry strug-
gling to make profits to
one that is now perform-
ing well as the interna-
tional stock markets have

recognised.
According to IATA, in

2014 airlines globally saw
the amount they paid for
fuel fall by US$99 billion,
with jet fuel now around
47 per cent cheaper than it
was a year ago.
Notwithstanding, reports
in the US media suggest
that a US$858 round trip
coach fare between
London and New York re-
mains unchanged; consist-
ing of a US$403 base air-
fare plus US$458 of car-
rier imposed charges; pre-
dominantly the fuel sur-
charge.

At the same time indus-
try studies show that that
aviation fuel costs in the
Caribbean are on average
14 per cent more than in
the rest of the world and
that some parts of the re-
gion additionally impose
import taxes on aviation
fuel.

There are also continue 

CONTINUED on Page 15

The high cost of flying
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CONTINUED from 
Page 14

to be a long list of
Government imposed
travel related taxes on se-
curity, departures, airport
redevelopment and even
arrivals, to say nothing of
navigation and other fees,
all of which are pushing
prices higher.

Speaking last October
about the economic effect
of this, Peter Cerda,
IATA’s Regional Vice
President for the Americas

told the Caribbean
Tourism Organisation’s
State of the Industry
Conference that aviation
taxes continued to
increase the cost of travel-
ling to the Caribbean and
made the region less com-
petitive. “Taking the is-
lands as a whole,” he said,
“each dollar of ticket tax
could lead to over 40 000
fewer foreign passengers,
resulting in 40 000 fewer
passengers,US$20 million
less in tourist spending
and 1 200 fewer jobs.”

“Caribbean countries
must therefore consider
the aviation industry as a
key element for tourism
development,” he sug-
gested.

For the long-suffering
Caribbean tourism sector
this is news it could do
without. Although
Caribbean Airlines (CAL)
and LIAT have announced
changes to their fuel sur-
charges on regional basis,
and in the case of CAL also
on its North American
routes, it is the US and

European carriers that
bring the greatest number
of visitors to the region.

Put another way, while
the decline in oil prices
may be good news for the
airline industry and its
profitability; for travellers
to and from the Caribbean
the only short-term hope
is if low cost airlines see
competitive advantage in
passing some of their sav-
ings on across a season,
causing the legacy carri-
ers for commercial reasons
to feel they have no option

but to respond.
Hard pressed travellers

to the Caribbean and the
industry in the region
should not therefore ex-
pect any rapid decline in
the fuel surcharges, which
to date for airlines to have
become a one way bet in
their favour. Nor should
anyone expect any decline
in requests to Government
for marketing and others
forms of support from air-
lines to introduce or main-
tain services to Caribbean
destinations, or a reduc-

tion in the taxes that
Governments levy on
travel.

Sadly, it seems that the
cost flying to the
Caribbean is set to remain
high.

(David Jessop is the
Director of the Carib-
bean Council and can
be contacted at david.
jessop@caribbean-
council.org

Previous columns can
be found at www.
caribbean-council.org)

Cost of Caribbean travel may remain high

MANAGUA – A Chinese
company granted a
concession to build a
transoceanic canal
across Nicaragua has
handed over more than
15 000 pre-Columbian
relics to the govern-
ment, a consultant said
Thursday.

The pieces were collected
over six weeks by a team of
29 archaeologists and
other specialists along the
canal’s 173-mile (278-kilo-
metre) route, said Manuel
Roman Lacayo of
Environmental Resources
Management, which was
hired by HKND of China
to consult on the project.

The vast majority of
artefacts were apparently

shards of pottery or other
materials such as obsidian,
dating from around 500
B.C. to the 1500s. Such
pieces are relatively com-
monly found in parts of the
region.

Roman called it the first
phase of archaeological
studies related to the
canal.

“These are artefacts of
indigenous peoples that
have significant value,”
said Bernard Li,an HKND
spokesman in Managua.

The pieces were found
above ground. Developers
have not begun digging the
canal itself, though in late
December they broke
ground on roads related to
the broader project.

Nicaragua canal
developers collect 15 000
relics along route
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KINGSTOWN – The St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines govern-
ment has allocated
EC$74.7 million (One
EC dollar = US$0.37
cents) towards the
completion of the
Argyle International
Airport.

Prime Minister Dr.
Ralph Gonsalves said the
EC$729 million airport
has missed several com-
pletion deadlines, the
most recent being
December 2014.

But Gonsalves told
Parliament it “will be
completed this year and
ready for operation”.

Gonsalves, who is also
Minister of Finance, said
a portion of the EC$74.7
million is the remainder
of the US$9.5 million
(EC$25.6 million) long
outstanding on the
US$20 million sale of
lands to developers in the
southern Grenadine is-
land of Canouan.

He said he has been re-
liably advised that the

money would be paid
within six weeks.

Prime Minister
Gonsalves said that de-
lays in the timely receipt
by the International
Airport Development
Company (IADC) – the
state-owned firm respon-
sible for building the air-
port – of negotiated re-
sources and excessively
inclement weather have
hampered the pace of con-
struction of the airport.

The government had
said that the airport
would have been “sub-
stantially complete” at
the end of 2014.

“As always, our govern-
ment makes contingency
plans in the event of the
delay in the draw-down of
grants or soft-loans. This
has been a constant factor
in the life of the airport’s

construction,” Gonsalves
said.

He told Parliament that
the earthworks are 97 per
cent complete, and the re-
mainder of the work “will
be carried out without
any real inconvenience to
the parallel Airside
Works”.The earthwork is
scheduled to be completed
by the end of March.

The Yambou River runs
across the runway, and
Gonsalves said that work
on the drainage system to
accommodate this water-
way are programmed for
completion by the end of
April to allow for the as-
phalt pavement works on
that section of the runway
to be done.

He said the on-going
work on other drainage
systems continued during
2014 and are substan-

tially advanced and pro-
grammed to be completed
in the first quarter of this
year.

“The pavement works
have already commenced
with the placement of the
base and sub-base for the
runway, aprons and taxi-
ways.

“The asphalt pavement
works and the concrete
works on the aerodrome
are programmed to be
completed by the end of
May 2015,” Gonsalves
said, adding that the
process of installing the
airfield lighting has
begun and is “progressing
well”.

“And the wind studies
continue; data show, thus
far, no crosswind suffi-
cient to affect the safe
operation of the Argyle
Airport for the smallest

of aeroplanes, that is,
those whose reference
field length is less than 
1 200 metres. In the first
half of 2015, the IADC
will again provide all the
up-to-date win data and
analysis for public infor-
mation,” Gonsalves said,
noting that the market-
ing of the airport is con-
tinuing.

“Several airlines have
expressed interest in
adding St. Vincent and
the Grenadines to their
routes.Air services agree-
ments are expected in the
first half of 2015 with sev-
eral of them,” he said,
adding, “similarly, plans
have been elaborated for
the finalisation in respect
of management of the air-
port”.

Gonsalves said that in
2014 the IADC hired 201
new workers, bringing to
393 the number of nation-
als employed directly by
the IADC since the proj-
ect began in 2008.

The Budget Debate is
continuing.

Government allocates EC$74.7 million to
complete Argyle International Airport

“As always, our government makes contingency plans
in the event of the delay in the draw-down of grants or
soft-loans. This has been a constant factor in the life of
the airport’s construction,” Gonsalves said.

KINGSTON – Senators
today poked more holes in
the legislation now being
debated in the upper
house to decriminalise
ganja.

The Opposition, al-
though agreeing that the
law is a good move,are not
the only ones asking for
the Dangerous Drugs
(Amendment) Bill to be ti-
died up.

Government Senator,
KD Knight, said limiting
the cultivation of mari-
juana to the Rastafarian
community was “unfair”,
while suggesting that al-
lowing the use of ganja for
medicinal purposes,would
in essence make it legal,
even though legalising
ganja is not the aim of the
Bill.

He further said that he
was “not comfortable”with
the aspect of the Bill that
provides for the use of a
“dangerous drug” for me-
dicinal purposes.

Senator Knight argued
that a separate law should
be drafted for the use of
ganja for medicinal pur-
poses. Knight posited that
a “medical ganja bill’
would eliminate ambigu-
ity.

Senator Knight also said
critical stakeholders such
as the National Council on
Drug Abuse and the
National Road Safety
Council should be a part
of the dialogue on the Bill.

On the other side of the
chamber,Senator Marlene
Malahoo Forte described
the legislation as “very,
very badly drafted,and in-
complete".

She said that “given all
of this big talk” about pro-
tecting persons who smoke
a “spliff ” from being
slapped with a criminal
record, the legislation
must be redrafted as a
number of the provisions
are too ambiguous and will
pose a serious challenge
for the public and law en-
forcement.

Another Opposition col-
league, Senator Kamina
Johnson Smith, while
agreeing that the Bill was
“overdue", said she was
concerned that one burden
is being exchanged for an-
other.

She cautioned that the
legislation should not be
implemented without the
proper supporting systems
in place.

Senators
poke holes
in ganja
legislation

BELMOPAN – The
Supreme Court has dis-
missed an application by
the Belize Bank seeking to
enforce an award against
the government granted
by the London Court of
International Arbitration
(LICA).

Attorney Denys Barrow,
who represented the gov-
ernment during the hear-
ing, said that when an in-
ternational tribunal gives
an arbitration award it is
not like a judgement of the
Court in Belize.

“It cannot be enforced by
virtue of anything in the
authority of the tribunal. It
needs the authority of a
Belize court which says
that that award that you
give, you may now enforce
it in Belize as if though it
were a judgement of the
Court,” he added.

In her ruling, Justice
Shona Griffith noted that
because the then govern-
ment did not seek the ap-
proval of parliament in the
signing of the promissory
note,government could not
be forced to pay.

The High Court issue
arose out of a 2009 ruling
by LICA in the matter be-
tween the Belize govern-
ment and the Ashcroft

Group of Companies.LICA
had awarded almost
BDZ$40 million to the
group that also owns the
Belize Bank. Attorney
Eamon Courtenay, one of
the lawyers for the bank,
said the financial institu-
tion had loaned the money
and needed repayment.

“The Belize Bank is out
of pocket. So it is not that
the Court has found that
the government does not
owe. An arbitral tribunal
established that that
money is owed by the
Government of Belize.The
sole question was a techni-
cal one as to whether there
was compliance with the
Constitution.

“At the end of the day I
can tell you this. There is
no Court that has said that
the loan note is unconstitu-
tional or invalid. In fact,
you will recall that the
Privy Council held that the
loan note was not a viola-
tion of Section Seven of the
Finance and Audit Reform
Act, so I can expect that
very shortly the Belize
Bank is going to institute
another claim, and we are
going to sue on the loan
note to recover the debt
that is owed to the bank,”
he said.

Senators poke holes
in ganja legislation
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BELMOPAN – The executive director of
the Belize-based Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), Milton
Haughton, has praised Japan for its sup-
port to the regional fishing industry over
the past 20 years.

“The fact that Japan has been willing
and steadfast in contributing so gener-
ously to promote sustainable use of ma-
rine resources in the CARICOM
(Caribbean Community) countries, even
in these challenging economic times, is in
my opinion,a true reflection of the special
bond of friendship and importance that
Japan attaches to our relationship,”
Haughton said.

“Over the past 20 years, Japan has
emerged as the major contributor toward
the development of the fisheries sector at
the bilateral level within the Caribbean.

“Japan has been providing vital and
substantial support in upgrading and im-

proving the artisanal fishing fleet; fishing
ports and other shore-based infrastruc-
ture for storage, processing and market-
ing of fish;as well as provision of training
in gear technology,processing and quality
assurance, resource management and
conservation of fisheries,” Haughton
added.

The 20-year partnership between Japan
and CARICOM culminated with a series
of in-country seminars in six regional
countries, which discussed national level
interventions supported by Tokyo, with
presentations on the successes as well as
the challenges. Over the past 20 years,
Caribbean countries have benefited from
the development and expansion of trade
in fish and fishery products by CARICOM
member states; the construction of port fa-
cilities for fishing boats, and fresh fish
markets as well as training attachments
of fisheries personnel in Japan.

Japan praised for developing
Caribbean fisheries sector

A couple and their seven children
are now in the custody of the FBI in
Miami after they were spotted in
the Bahamas and recognised as
fugitives facing charges in a years-
old wire-fraud case, federal author-
ities said.

The bizarre case,which started with al-
leged fraud involving hay in Colorado, led
investigators to a sailboat that had run
aground in Texas and,eventually, to a tip-
off by a U.S. tourist in the Bahamas.

Donald and Karlien Winberg were
charged last year with 15 counts, each re-
lating to an alleged wire fraud scheme of-
ficials said they ran in Colorado that in-
volved selling hay and corn that was not
theirs to unload, authorities said.

They were indicted in April 2014 and
entered a not guilty plea before violating
their bond conditions in October by not
reporting to probation and not reporting
to the court for trial, their former attor-
ney and federal authorities confirmed to
ABC News today.
During the ensuing investigation, au-
thorities said they traced them to a sail-
boat shipwreck in Galveston Bay,Texas.
At some point after they stopped appear-
ing in court in Colorado in October, they
had purchased the sailboat in Texas, au-
thorities say.

A federal official told ABC News that
the couple ran the boat aground and "had
to walk back to shore with their money"
and their seven children. Because the

ship was stuck on a remote sandbar, they
were able to avoid the authorities who
only later linked them to the ditched boat
after it was found.

The Winbergs then bought another
boat and made their way to the
Bahamas, authorities say.

Authorities were only alerted to the
fugitives this week after some
Americans, whom the federal official
would only identify as being from the
southern United States, recognised the
couple in connection to the wire fraud
case and alerted Bahamian police, offi-
cials said.

The police asked for their identification
and, when the couple refused to give
them any, they were taken into custody
where authorities were able to determine
that they were wanted in Colorado, offi-
cials said.

Bahamain officials voluntarily de-
ported the family back to the United
States and they were taken into FBI cus-
tody as soon as they stepped off the plane
in Miami Thursday, authorities said.

Donald Winberg, 43, and Karlien
Winberg, 33, were both scheduled to ap-
pear at a hearing in Miami this morning
and they are expected to be sent by the
court to Colorado to face charges, though
no timeline has been set,authorities said.

Authorities say social services in
Florida has taken custody of the seven
children,and their ages have not been re-
leased.

Fugitive couple, 7 children
caught after tourist 
IDs them, Feds say

JAMAICA will increase its resilience to
climate change by enhancing the adaptive
capacity of the agriculture and tourism
sectors and watershed management,
using a US$10 million highly-concession-
ary loan and a US$7 895 000 grant ap-
proved by the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB).

The project, the first adaptation pro-
gramme implemented by the IDB under
the Pilot Programme for Climate
Resilience of the Climate Investment
Funds,will help Jamaica mainstream cli-
mate change into its development plan-
ning,providing information on innovative
approaches including climate financing.

IDB loan to help Jamaica
strengthen climate resilience



TAIWANESE airline
TransAsia Airways
says it is cancelling 90
flights so that its pilots
can attend training,
after one of its planes
crashed on Wednesday.

Flight GE235 plunged
into a river in the capital
Taipei, killing at least 40
of the 58 people on board.

Officials are probing
why both plane engines
were off during the crash.

Data suggests that the
pilots, who are among the
dead, may have shut one
engine off after the other
lost power.

Taiwan’s Civil
Aeronautics
Administration (CAA)
has ordered retraining for
all TransAsia pilots flying
its ATR fleet.

“All 71 ATR pilots will
take part in proficiency
tests carried out by the

CAA and third-party pro-
fessionals for an esti-
mated four days,”
TransAsia Airways said
in a statement (in
Chinese).

The aviation regulator
has also ordered engine
and fuel system checks on
the remaining 22 ATR-
manufactured planes cur-
rently in active service on
the island.

More bodies found

Five more bodies were
retrieved from the
Keelung River on
Saturday, bringing the
total toll to 40, the Taipei
fire department said.

The bodies were found
downriver from the crash
site.

Divers and rescuers are
scouring the river for
three more people who re-
main missing. Fifteen
others were rescued alive
from the plane on
Wednesday.

Thomas Wang, execu-
tive director of Taiwan’s
Aviation Safety Council,
said on Friday that the
plane’s right engine trig-
gered an alarm just 37
seconds after taking off
from the Taipei’s

Songshan airport.
The main pilot could be

heard on cockpit voice
recordings saying the en-
gine had experienced a
“flame-out", Mr Wang
said, which can occur
when the fuel supply to
the engine is interrupted.

The BBC’s Cindy Sui
says accident investiga-
tors will soon determine
whether or not the deadly
crash was mechanical or
human error.

However, he said data
showed that the engine
had in fact been moved
into idle mode.

Seconds later, the pilots
shut down the left engine,
meaning neither engine
was producing any power.
A restart was attempted,

but the plane crashed 72
seconds later.

Officials said it was un-
clear why the left engine
had been turned off, espe-
cially as the plane, an
ATR 72-600, is able to fly
with just one functioning
engine.

Mr Wang said it was too
early to draw firm conclu-
sions about why the first
engine had lost power but
he told the BBC that the
pilots had not followed
normal procedure.

Officials have praised
the chief pilot, Liao
Chien-tsung, who is be-
lieved to have deliberately
steered the plane away
from blocks of flats and
commercial buildings be-
fore the crash.
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BAGHDAD – At least 34
people were killed in
three bombings around
Baghdad on Saturday, po-
lice said, hours before the
government was due to
lift a long-standing night-
time curfew on the capi-
tal.

In the first attack, a sui-
cide bomber detonated his
explosive belt inside a
restaurant in the Shi’ite
neighborhood of New
Baghdad, leaving 22 dead,
police told Reuters.

In the second attack,
two bombs ripped through
the bustling Sharqa mar-
ket district, killing 10 peo-
ple.

In a third attack, a
bomb killed two and
wounded another seven in
the Shi’ite section of Abu
Sheir in Baghdad’s Dura
neighborhood, police said.

The interior ministry
spokesman Brigadier
General Saad Maan said
he did not believe the
blasts were linked to the
decision to lift the curfew.

The Iraqi government
announced on Thursday
that the decade-old cur-
few in the capital would
end on Saturday at mid-
night and that four neigh-
borhoods would be “demil-
itarized".

The moves are part of a

campaign to normalize
life in Iraq’s war-blighted
capital and to persuade
residents that Baghdad
no longer faces a threat
from Islamic State, the
militant group which
seized large areas of
northern and western
Iraq last year.

Some form of curfew
has been in place since
the U.S.-led invasion to
topple Saddam Hussein
in 2003, hindering com-
mercial and civilian
movement. The midnight
(1600 ET) to 5 a.m. (2100
ET) curfew has been in
place for more than seven
years.

TransAsia GE235 crash: 
Flights cancelled to train Taiwan pilots

At least 34 killed in
three bombings in
Baghdad

Checks have been ordered on all ATR planes in active service in Taiwan

      



SANAA - The Shiite
Huthi militia chief
Saturday defended the
formation of a “presi-
dential council” which
consolidates his power
as serving the interests
of all Yemenis, despite
street protests and
Gulf condemnation.

“This historic and re-
sponsible initiative is in
the interest of the coun-
try... because it fills a po-
litical vacuum,” Abdel
Malek al-Huthi said in a
televised address to his
supporters gathered in a
northern Sanaa stadium.

He said it was “in the
interest of all Yemenis
without exception", in-
cluding the separatists of
southern Yemen.

The formation of the
council, announced on
Friday, would also head off
the threat from Al-Qaeda
which has a strong pres-
ence in east and south
Yemen, Huthi said.

"If Al-Qaeda takes con-
trol of the country, it will
plot against our brothers
in Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf,” he warned, follow-
ing Gulf condemnation of
his Shiite militia’s actions.

Yemen’s Gulf neigh-
bours on Saturday con-
demned the moves by the
Shiite militia, named
Huthis after their leader-
ship, and said they “totally
undermine” international
and regional efforts to
help resolve the impover-
ished country’s crisis.

“The Huthi coup marks
a grave and unacceptable
escalation... and endan-

gers the security, stability,
sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of Yemen,”
said the Saudi-led Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC).

The six Sunni monar-
chies said their own secu-
rity was linked to that of
their neighbour Yemen,
and vowed to take “all the
necessary measures to de-
fend their interests", with-
out elaborating.

The Shiite militia over-
ran Sanaa in September
and seized the presiden-
tial palace and key gov-
ernment buildings last
month, prompting
Western-backed
President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi and Prime
Minister Khalid Bahah to
tender their resignations.

In an announcement on
Saturday, the Huthis said
Hadi’s defence minister,
General Mahmud al-
Subaihi, would chair a
newly formed “security
commission", which also
included the outgoing in-
terior minister.

Influential tribal lead-
ers in the oil-rich eastern
province of Marib have
said they “rejected the au-
thors of this coup".

‘Further steps’
And a US official at a

security conference in
Munich said Washington
and its GCC allies “don’t
agree” with the Huthi
“presidential council".

UN Security Council
president Liu Jieyi said
its 15 members were
ready to “take further
steps” if UN-brokered ne-

gotiations to resolve
Yemen’s political crisis
were not resumed “imme-
diately".

The task of the Huthi-
declared “security com-
mission” announced on
Saturday is to “lead the
country’s affairs until the
establishment of a presi-
dential council", the Shiite
militia said.

The declaration was fol-
lowed by a blast outside
the Huthi-controlled pres-
idential palace, and
protests by thousands of
people on the streets of
Yemeni cities, witnesses

said.
Gunmen loyal to the

Shiite militia fired into
the air to disperse demon-
strators in Sanaa and de-
tained 17 of them, in what
was a second successive
day of anti-Huthi protests.

On Friday, the Huthis
said they would set up a
national council of 551
members to replace par-
liament in the violence-
wracked country, a key US
ally in the fight against
Al-Qaeda.

The five-member “pres-
idential council” would
form a transitional gov-

ernment to run Yemen for
two years, they an-
nounced.

The announcement
came after a Wednesday
deadline set by the militia
for political parties to re-
solve Yemen’s crisis
passed with no agree-
ment, and also included
the creation of a “revolu-
tionary council".

UN envoy Jamal
Benomar, who has been
striving to seek a negoti-
ated solution to the crisis,
was back in Sanaa on
Saturday and expected to
meet members of the rev-

olutionary council, the
Huthi-controlled state
new agency Saba re-
ported.

Friday’s declaration by
the Huthis bore the sig-
nature of Mohammad Ali
al-Huthi and described
him as “president of the
revolutionary council".

Yemen, which is also
fighting an Al-Qaeda in-
surgency, has been riven
by instability since the
Arab Spring-inspired up-
rising that forced auto-
cratic president Ali
Abdullah Saleh from
power in 2012.
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Shiite leader defends Yemen takeover
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A KENYAN MP and
three of his aides have
been shot dead in the
capital Nairobi, in
what police described
as a “well planned” at-
tack.

George Muchai was
driving home through
Nairobi, when his vehicle
was rammed by another
car at a roundabout.

The assailants shot the
four at close range. Mr

Muchai, two bodyguards
and his driver died at the
scene.

The motive for the at-
tack, condemned by the
president and the leader
of the opposition, remains
unclear.

“It seems to us like
something that was well
planned,” an unnamed po-
lice officer said.

Police said the attackers
stole a briefcase and the

bodyguards’ pistols.
Mr Muchai was a mem-

ber of parliament for
Kenya’s governing Jubilee
coalition and was elected
for the first time two years

ago.
Kenyan President

Uhuru Kenyatta said he
was shocked by the attack,
calling Mr Muchai “a true
servant of the people".

Opposition leader Raila
Odinga has also con-
demned the killing, but
said it was part of wider
insecurity in Kenya.

“Our country is bleeding

and an atmosphere of fear
and hopelessness is
spreading from the unre-
solved murders and
deaths,”Mr Odinga said in
a statement.

MUNICH – Talks be-
tween Iran and the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
have reached a “crucial”
juncture and Tehran
needs to provide urgent
clarification on key as-
pects of its nuclear pro-
gram, the IAEA’s chief
said on Saturday.

Iran and world powers
hope to clinch a final deal
by June 30 that would end
Western economic sanc-
tions against Iran in re-
turn for curbs on its nu-
clear program. Parallel to
those negotiations, the
IAEA is also conducting
its own investigation into
Iran’s atomic program.

IAEA Director General
Yukiya Amano told
Reuters in an interview
Iran needed to step up its
talks with his agency.

“We are at a very cru-
cial moment. So we need
to further intensify our ef-
forts to clarify the past is-
sues and get prepared for
the future issues,” Amano
said on the sidelines of the
Munich Security
Conference.

Amano said the possible
military dimensions of the
Iranian program and
unannounced inspections
outside declared nuclear
sites – seen as a vital tool
of the IAEA under the so-
called Additional Protocol
– were issues where the

U.N. nuclear watchdog
was seeking further clari-
fication.

“Iran has to implement
the measures that they
have agreed...
Clarification of issues with
possible military dimen-
sion and implementation
of the Additional Protocol
and beyond is essential,”
Amano said after meeting
Iran’s foreign minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif,
in Munich.

“By no means, this
(IAEA investigation) is
not an open-ended, this is
not an endless process.
With the reasonable or full

cooperation from Iran we
can clarify the issue with a
reasonable time frame.”

The West suspects Iran
of plotting to build a nu-
clear weapon, something
Tehran strongly denies.

Last November, the
IAEA issued a report say-
ing that Iran was failing to
fully address suspicions
that it may have worked
on designing an atomic
bomb.

The next detailed report
is expected later this
month, but Amano de-
clined to comment on it.

“Today I had a meeting
with Minister Zarif and

we agreed to intensify the
high-level talks between
Iran and IAEA,” he said,
adding that no date had
been set for their next
meeting though he ex-
pected the talks to become
more frequent.

Amano said he would
also discuss Iran’s nuclear
program in Munich with
Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov and with
the European Union’s for-
eign policy chief Frederica
Mogherini.

Zarif also held talks in
Munich with U.S.
Secretary of State John
Kerry on Friday.

Kenya MP
shot dead in
‘well planned’
attack in
Nairobi

IAEA chief urges Iran to keep its
promises on nuclear program

The attack happened close to Nairobi’s central business district

A PEACE plan drawn up
by France and Germany is
“one of the last chances” to
end the conflict in east
Ukraine, French leader
Francois Hollande says.

German Chancellor
Angela Merkel said it was
unclear if the plan would
succeed, but it was “defi-
nitely worth trying".

Mr Hollande said the
plan would include a de-
militarised zone of 50-
70km (31-44 miles)
around the current front
line.

The leaders are at-
tempting to end the fight-
ing in Ukraine between
government troops and
pro-Russia rebels.

Russia is accused of
arming pro-Russian sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine
- claims it denies.

Mr Hollande and Mrs
Merkel are due to discuss
the peace plan with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Ukrainian leader Petro
Poroshenko by telephone
on Sunday.

Few details have
emerged, but the plan is
thought to be an attempt
to revive a failed ceasefire

deal signed in Minsk, in
Belarus, in September.
Since then, the rebels have
seized more ground, rais-
ing alarm in Kiev and
among Ukraine’s backers.

The UN says fighting
has left nearly 5 400 peo-
ple dead since April, when
the rebels seized a big
swathe of the Luhansk
and Donetsk regions fol-
lowing Russia’s annexa-
tion of Crimea.

Mr Hollande and Mrs
Merkel visited Kiev and
Moscow earlier this week,
in what appeared to be a
speedily arranged visit to
discuss the peace proposal.

Diplomatic talks have
been continuing at an in-
ternational security con-
ference in the German city
of Munich, where Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said he “sincerely”
hoped the latest peace
plan would “produce re-
sults".

Mrs Merkel told the con-
ference that while there
was no guarantee diplo-
macy would succeed, it
was essential to try. “I be-
lieve we owe that much to
those who are affected in
Ukraine,” she said.

Ukraine crisis:
‘Last chance’ for
peace says
Hollande

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Yukiya Amano (R)
talks with media during the 51st Munich Security Conference
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They don’t use the term
“date”. They’re not getting
married till they’re nearly

30 – and 25 per cent will likely
never tie the knot at all. Instead,
they embrace more fluid, non-
traditional relationships.

So you might think Valentine’s
Day would not be on a
Millennial’s radar.

But you’d be wrong.More than
60 per cent of Millennials – the
generation loosely defined as
those born between the early
1980s and the early 2000s – re-
ported celebrating the holiday
last year, according to data from
the National Retail Federation.

If you’re surprised, consider
this: Back in ye olden days – like
the High Middle ages, when V-
Day first became a real thing – or
even the ‘90s, you could avoid
Valentine’s Day. Just skip the
card aisle in the drugstore for a
few weeks and avoid low-lit
restaurants on February 14.Not
so now, when Valentine’s Day
plays out via social media for all,
whether you choose to partici-
pate or not.

“It’s become as much of an
event online as it is in real life,”
says Jessica Massa, the Mil-
lennial co-founder of The Gaggle
and author of The Gaggle: How
to Find Love in the Post-Dating
World.”

Massa points to the glut of
Instagrammed date night pics,
tweets about presents (or just
loving texts from a fake boy-
friend) and the relentless shar-
ing of articles and V-day events.
“If you’re not celebrating, then
you’re likely acting as a specta-
tor of other people’s
Valentine’s
Days,” she
says. “So I
think most
Millennials
remain
very aware
of the signif-

icance of the date.”
But how do they mark it?

DIY mentality
Well, they’re probably not

sending water-colour “Between
You and Me”cards. (If you’re over
30 or so, you might remember
those.)

“There is definitely a pressure
to not succumb to typical ‘Hal-
lmark’ traditions, and to instead
mark the day with gifts or plans
that feel more personal and
unique,” notes Massa. “We as a
generation really value the DIY
mentality of putting time and
thought and effort into some-
thing, which of course can make
it feel so much more special, and
that reflects in the Valentine’s
Day gifts that we give.”

Andrew Snavely, founder and
editor of Primer, an online mag-
azine for Millennial men,advises
his readers to eschew fancy gifts
in favour of hand-written notes,
sentimental favourites (Reese’s
Cups,anyone?) and a homemade
dinner.

“One of the best Valentine’s
Gifts I ever received was a box of
my favourite dough-
nuts,” he says.
“The secret to
making Valen-
tine’s Day spe-
cial isn’t about
extravagant
flash, it’s
showing
how
thought-
ful you

can be.”
For some,that thoughtfulness

and individuality takes the
form of activism. Though she’s
in a long-term relationship, 31-
year-old Eva Provedel prefers
to spend February 14 rallying to
end violence against women.

A twist on the
traditional

Some Millennials do
gift the time-honoured
tokens of the holiday
– nearly 70 per cent
of those ages 18-24
gave candy last year, while
about 50 per cent gifted flowers,
according to the NRF. But don’t
take that to mean they celebrate
traditionally. Many take part
while fully acknowledging the
inherent hokiness of the concept.

Sofia Gans, 27, and her live-in
boyfriend aren’t into the holiday,
but last year, they decided to par-
take in dinner and a movie – and
found it surprisingly fun.

“We ended up loving being out
and seeing all the other couples,
especially because most of them
were hilarious to make fun of,”

she recalls, adding that
her boyfriend hu-

morously buys her
“su-
per

domestic” gifts. (Last
year,he gave her a blender.)
“It’s an amusing joke to attempt
to maintain appropriate gender
roles.”

Others have found savvy ways
to mark the holiday without suc-
cumbing to jacked-up prices or
other commercial trappings.“[On
Valentine’s Day] most of the prix
fixe menus suck and it feels sort
of amateurish, like New Year’s
Eve,” says Rachel Knight, who’s
in a long-term relationship.

“[So] I tend to do the whole nice
dinner/wine/ night out at a
restaurant the weekend be-
fore or following V-day week-
end. We don’t exchange gifts,
but split the meal evenly.”

Galentine’s
Day

For
this
genera-
tion,
spend-
ing the
day (or
night)
with 

friends
can be just

as mean-
ingful, or

even more so, as
romantic evening with a signifi-
cant other.

“Last year, one of my best
friends and I,both single,bought
tickets to a film screening of True
Romance,” recalls Jessica Ruby,
25.

“We bought each other little
presents; I bought her face
masks and she bought me hard-
to-get Girl Scout cookies.”

Inspired by the “Parks and
Recreation” episodes, Brooke
Bunce, 23, hosts a “Galentine’s
Day” party.

“[It] usually involves margar-
itas or some sort of girly alco-
holic beverage,” she says.

“Last year my roommate gave
me temporary tattoos of cats and
pre-made cards. In the past, I’ve
made brownies or cupcakes or
something red-velvet themed to
go with V-day.”

And then there are those who
prefer to just let the day pass by.
“I skip it, but buy chocolate for
myself,” says Melissa Mongrella,
25.

The only thing more manufac-
tured than Valentine’s Day is
Sweetest Day. Bleh.”

Whatever you do or don’t do,
remember,Valentine’s day is just
one day!

VValentine's Dayalentine's Day is totally different! 
......iiff yyoouu''rree aa 2200--ssoommeetthhiinngg ttooddaayy

      



22 • Sunday February 8, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

AS a father himself, New York
Times columnist and author, Ron
Lieber, couldn’t help but notice

that most parents he knew all seemed to
share one common fear: raising a spoiled
child.

Most people might agree that it’s
never been more important for young
people to understand the financial world
and how to build wealth. But money is
still a taboo topic in many households.
So Lieber wanted to figure out exactly
how parents can teach their kids to
respect and understand money, without
feeling entitled to it. The result is his
new book, “The Opposite of Spoiled,”
released on Feb. 2.

“Kids pick up way more than we think
they do,” Lieber says. “I don’t know if we
do them any favours by trying to protect
them from the truth [about how money
works]. But there’s a right and a wrong
way to explain it to them.”

His book outlines what every parent
probably wants to know: How do I make
sure I’m not raising a spoiled brat?

1. End the epidemic of
silence around money

Lieber tackles ways to handle some of
the most awkward money questions
kids ask growing up: Are we poor? Why
does my friend have a bigger house than
ours? How much do you earn? 

His advice for handling the latter –
How much do you earn? – kicked up a

firestorm online when he encouraged
parents to tell their kids exactly how
much they took home in a recent blog
for the Times. Being transparent about
how much money is coming in and
where that money is going – to
insurance bills, to cable TV, to Cub
Scouts – is a good way to teach kids the
basics of finances and teach them where
their own values should be.

“After [kids] have several years of
earning allowance and several years of
learning and thinking about the basics
of the family budget, then you can tell
them,” Lieber says. “But they get it
when they have context for it and
they’ve… proven they can keep it
private.”

If kids grow up watching their parents
designating a certain amount of their
income to charitable causes, chances are
that money lesson will stick. Ditto for
lessons about investing. Lieber’s father
helped him buy his own mutual fund
when he was a teenager.

2. Let them practice what you
preach

Lieber says starting kids on an
allowance when they’re as young as 5 or
6 years old is a good way to start
conversations about money early. But he
is strictly against doling out cash to kids
for doing household chores – they should
be expected to do that kind of stuff for
free, just like parents are, he says.

By middle school, kids should be
allowed to help manage a small budget
for something they benefit from, like
back to school clothing. And, he suggests
making holding down a part-time job a
household requirement.

3. Make sure they understand
there will be consequences
for their actions 

One key ingredient in the four-part
recipe Lieber says creates spoiled
children is when kids aren’t used to
facing consequences for their actions.
He’s against “helicopter parenting”
(actually, too much attention is another
common thread among spoiled children,

he says) but kids need to know that they
won’t always be bailed out by Mom and
Dad if they run into trouble.

The bottom line
Central to Lieber’s philosophy
surrounding the discussion of family
finances is that money should be seen
for what it really is: a tool to help
children learn where to place their own
values as they grow up.

“Things like modesty and patience
and thrift and perspective and
generosity and curiosity and
perseverance,” he says, “These are the
things we can teach them using money
as one of the central teaching tools.”

3 ways to be sure you’re not raising a spoiled child

By Paul Husbands

“A LOT of people don’t want to
be a role model. “I’m not that, I
want to live my life”, but the

truth of the matter is you’re a role
model whether you’re an aunty…
you’re a role model whether you’re
a big cousin, because you have to
stand for something. …Everybody’s
looking at you when you’re the
elder, when you’re the oldest one.
You’re leading by example, so you
gotta be able to stand for
something.” – Lisaraye Mccoy in
the documentary Light Girls.

Responsibility – this is a word my
generation of ‘millennials’ are still
coming to grips with.We as people love
to live our lives for us and ourselves
alone.While the ultimate way to live to
our greatest potential is by placing our
genuine wants and needs as our
number one priority, one must be aware
of the knock on effect it has upon the
lives of the people we interact with.

Here’s the thing, we are all connected
– even to the strangers we may never
meet.The way our environment is set
up is to provide a catalyst for growth.
That is the prime purpose of our
surrounding influences; to provide a
path towards become the best version of
ourselves.

So what happens when you take the
wrong path? What happens when you
make decisions based purely on
emotions? What happens when you
decide to be selfish... when you have
bad intentions? Chaos.

Sure, it’s your life to live.Your
decisions and your choices are your
responsibility, do whatever pleases you.

However, with each passing day I’m
noticing the ‘knock on effect’ even
stronger; it’s practically become visible
at this point.The easiest way to
describe it is by referring to it by its
more common name – karma.

We all know karma, we’ve all heard of
it before – but does it really exist?

Good Karma, bad Karma
For every action there will always be

a reaction.Your actions create a ripple
in the universe.Your thoughts and
actions are powerful.They carry energy.
They are like an echo.Your thoughts
and feelings shape the world within
you.Your words and actions shape the
world around you.You are constantly
shaping your world, little by little.
Whatever you do will eventually come
back to you – this is karma.

So knowing this, how can you deny
being a role model? All of the choices
you make in life, conscious or not,
immediately influence the lives of those
around you; for the better or for the
worse.

You may not be thinking about it, or
maybe you have never stopped to
consider the idea, but someone out
there is looking up to you right now.
There is at least one person out there
who has seen your choices and
decisions manifest into success, and
yearn to emulate you.

You could be the reason that person
wakes up every morning with fire in
their will and a pep in their step.

It’s a powerful idea to consider, you
have the ability to dishearten an army
or inspire a nation, it’s your karma to
decide.The key is – what goes around,
‘always’ comes right back around.

You’re a role model whether you like it or not

You may not be thinking
about it, or maybe you
have never stopped to
consider the idea, but
someone out there is
looking up to you right
now. 
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By Truneal Kwang

HOLDING your newborn
baby in your arms for the very
first time is usually an emo-
tional, tender moment. You’re
enjoying those precious mo-
ments and a new world of
hopes and dreams opens up be-
fore you. Will you be able to
keep them safe? Will you be
able to keep them happy?

Then, as they get older, dif-
ferent sets of worries start to
set in. Are they developing at a
proper rate? If they aren’t
reading by the end of kinder-
garten are they doomed? If
those ghastly multiplication
tables aren’t mastered by their
ninth birthday, will that lead to
trouble?

Parents are usually worried
about their children’s educa-
tional progress and want to en-
sure that they have as much of
a headstart as possible, espe-
cially since gauging whether a
child is on the right educa-
tional track isn’t always easy.

During their preschool years,

which are usually between
years two to four, learning how
to follow simple directions and
play cooperatively helps to pre-
pare kids for the tasks they’ll
meet in kindergarten. Children
of this age are usually walking,
running, climbing, and should
be comfortable with the fine
motor skills they’ll need when
they begin to learn how to
write, for example holding a
pencil or crayon with ease.

By the end of the year kids
should know how to follow an
oral direction, like “put away
your toys”. They should also be
able to work and play coopera-
tively, take turns and share.

The kindergarten years,
which typically begin as your
child turns four, is where the
foundation is made for math
and reading. By the end of the
year, they should be able to
recognise numbers, count by
ones and add simple objects.
They should also know how to
sort and classify objects by
colour, size and shape and es-
tablish patterns like blue-yel-

low-blue or square-circle-
square.

When your child has turned
six, they should be able to read
a simple book, one that is writ-
ten mostly in one syllable
words, write simple stories,
retell stories that they’ve
heard and do simple addition
and subtraction.

There are even steps you can
take at home to help reinforce
what your child is being taught
at school. You can play word
games by going on a treasure
hunt of sorts in newspapers or
books. For those children
struggling with mathematics,
you can ask your child to help
you measure a quarter cup of
sugar or help to divide an
apple pie or a pan of macaroni
into equal portions and then
ask what portion of the whole
their piece would be. Even
though these formative years
are vital to your child’s’ educa-
tion, it’s also important to re-
member that they are children
and some sort of fun should be
involved.

PARENTS want to teach kids
the skills they’ll need to lead
happy, productive lives. But we
have too much to do and not
enough time to do it. Ellen
Galinsky, author of Mind in
the Making: The Seven
Essential Life Skills Every
Child Needs, acknowledges
this “time famine” at the out-
set of her book, which is filled
with evidence-based ways to
help kids learn the skills they
need. Here are a few of her
suggestions. Chances are

you’re already doing some of
them. Now you can rest as-
sured that research supports
your methods, and maybe you
can try a couple of new things.
As Galinsky says, “we teach
best when we are learning.”

1. Play games backwards.
For example, “Simon Says, Do
the Opposite.” It’s the classic
with a twist. If Simon says, “Be
quiet,” the kids should be loud.

Why: This helps kids prac-
tice inhibitory control, an im-
portant executive function.

Executive functions also in-
clude focus, cognitive flexibil-
ity, and working memory.
These skills predict academic
success at least as well as IQ
scores.

1. Talk about feelings.
Encourage your kids to talk
about how they feel (She’s sad
and frustrated that she left her
new necklace at Grandma’s
and won’t be able to get it back
until next week. She’s also en-
vious of her brother, who re-
membered his necklace.)
Speculate about how others
might feel, whether it’s in real
life situations (Another driver
cut you off, and that made you
angry, but maybe that driver
was having a terrible horrible
no good very bad day) or in a
book (Alexander was disap-
pointed when the shoe store
had exciting striped sneakers
for his brothers but only white
ones for him.).

Why: This helps kids learn
the skill of empathy. Kids who
are able to understand what
others are feeling and under-
stand their intentions have
smoother transitions to school,
college and beyond because
they can see others’ point of
view.

1. Tell Stories. Read. Talk
about what you’re reading.
Read to your kids, or ask them
questions about their books.
Tell stories. If you go to a
friend’s house, encourage the
kids to tell the story of the visit
later. Family life is filled with
what Betty Hart and Todd R.
Risley call “business talk.” This

kind of talk usually uses sim-
ple vocabulary and conveys
what an adult wants from a
kid. Storytelling and discus-
sion of books uses richer lan-
guage and is called “extra
talk.”

Why: It promotes good com-
munication skills. In a survey
Galinsky conducted, employers
were most concerned about
employees’ verbal and written
communication skills. Extra
talk correlates positively with
academic performance. Of
course, it might also be pleas-
ant.

1. Choose toys that have no
point. Lego bricks, not sets. Or
break up sets after the thrill
wears off and see what your
kid can make. Guide instead of
taking over. (“It doesn’t seem
to fit here? Where else could it
go?”) Don’t wrest the brick
from her hand even if you
know you could make some-
thing cool.

Why: This kind of play pro-
motes object, space, and num-
ber sense, skills that help kids
make connections. Information
is easy to come by in the age of
Google, but it’s of limited use if
you can’t make creative con-
nections.

1. Write Out the Fights.You
probably don’t feel like pulling
out a notebook when the kids
are fighting, but try Galinsky’s
approach, supported by re-
search and tested on her own
kids. Collaborate with your
family to:

• Identify the dilemma.

• Determine the goal
• Generate a list of solu-

tions. Go beyond your typical
solutions.

• Think about how these so-
lutions might work, and not
just the ones that were your
idea.

• Pick one and try it.
• After you’ve tried it, dis-

cuss how the solution is work-
ing and either tweak or change
the plan.

Why: This process models
critical thinking, which
Galinsky defines as “[T]he on-
going search for valid and reli-
able knowledge to guide be-
liefs, decisions, and actions.”
Life is packed with decisions to
make and problems to solve,
but in the short term, good
critical thinking skills might
help your kid judge when a
friend is influencing him to
make a mean-spirited or dan-
gerous choice.

1. Praise effort – not talent
or intelligence. Instead of say-
ing, “You got that problem
right. You’re so smart,” say
“You worked hard on those
problems and you figured
them out. That’s great.” Talk
through how they deal with
challenges and praise persist-
ence.

Why: Kids who receive this
kind of praise are more likely
to take on challenges. They
have a “growth mindset,”
which means that they see
their abilities as something
they can develop. This sets the
stage for a lifelong interest in
learning.

Six sneaky but scientific ways to help kids learn

The baby learning curve

Parents want to ensure their child gets a head start in 
education.

There are a few ways to get your child to learn without 
making them sit down to lessons.
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AN incredible story of luck
and ingenuity has emerged 
in the wake of the tragic
TransAsia plane crash in
Taiwan on Wednesday.

A Taiwanese couple and
their young son switched seats
on the plane just minutes be-
fore takeoff, after the father
heard an unsettling noise
coming from the left wing of
the plane.

He asked cabin crew on the
half-full flight, if he and his
family could switch to the op-
posite side of the plane. That
move now appears to have
saved the family’s lives.

Airplane manufacturer
Boeing claims on its website
that “one seat is as safe as an-
other”, but does where you sit
on a plane really matter in the
case of an accident? Are you
safer sitting in some seats
than in others?

“It is very difficult to say
how well anyone would 
survive an accident. It all 
depends on how a plane
crashes,” aviation accident 
investigator Don Knutson told
Yahoo Travel.

“There are a lot of factors to
consider, including how fast
it’s going, what it crashes into,
how the plane behaves before
it crashes. For example if the
plane is rolling and impacts on

the left side, then you proba-
bly don’t want to be sitting 
on that side of the plane.”

However, looking a plane-
crash research suggests there
are some places on a plane
where you are statistically
more likely to survive, should
a plane go down.

Professor Ed Galea, from 
the University of Greenwich,
London, analysed over 100
seating charts from plane
crashes and found that people
sitting in the five rows closest
to the emergency exit rows
were much more likely to sur-
vive.

“Many people survive the
initial impact but don’t get off
the plane quickly enough,”
Galea explains in the study.
“The first ninety seconds after
a crash are considered the
most important by safety 
experts.

“The closer you are to an

emergency-exit row, the faster
you can get off the plane. And
if that plane catches on fire or
starts taking on water you
want to get off fast,” Knutson
added.

The same can be said of
aisle seats, which allow faster
access to exits.

Seats toward the back of the
plane also appear to be statis-
tically safer. According to
Galea’s study, people sitting in
the last few rows are 40 per
cent more likely to survive.

“If the plane crashes nose
first, the front takes all the
impact of the collision,”
Knutson points out. “We regu-
larly see the tail end of a plane
still intact following a crash,
where the rest of the plane
has completely disintegrated.”

But the likelihood of even
being involved in an aviation
accident, let alone one that
leads to any fatalities, remains
slim. If a plane does go down,
the chances of survival are
high according to the
European Transport Safety
Council (ETSC), which exam-
ined the survivability of air-
craft accidents worldwide and
found that over 90 per cent
were survivable.

“You are safer flying than in
any other mode of transport,”
concluded Knutson.

DRAFTING a picture-
perfect budget is
only half the battle

if you want to keep your
spending in check.
Following the rules is the
other half, and that can be
a bit challenging if you
underestimate expenses
or forget to incorporate a
few pieces of the puzzle in
your spending plan.

Here are some commonly
overlooked expenses that can
be causing you to throw in
the towel on your budget
each month:

• Auto maintenance and 
repairs

If visits to the dealership
frighten you as much as they
used to frighten me, I can un-
derstand why you may avoid
visiting for routine mainte-
nance. But at some point, if
you don’t take care of your
car, it won’t take care of you.
So be proactive in order to
avoid costly repairs down 

0the road.
And if a major problem is

brought to your attention,
don’t ignore it. Instead, get a
second and perhaps third
opinion, and make arrange-
ments to have it taken care
of.

• Children’s extracurricu-
lar activities

This expense used to get
me every time, until I started
using a calendar to plan out
my children’s extracurricular
activities. That way, I could
set aside the funds needed to
pay up when the amounts
were due and even take ad-
vantage of the early registra-
tion discount.

The same rules apply to
family fun in my household;
we typically plan ahead and
are always on the lookout for
cheap or free fun.

• Pet care
Furry friends have needs,

too. And sometimes, they

aren’t as cheap as you think.
So don’t forget to factor in
the costs of routine care as
well as doctor visits.

• Special events
Your lifelong friend has 

decided to tie the knot next
month, or your child’s friend
from school is having a birth-
day bash. Do you have the
funds on hand to cover the
travel costs or go out and
purchase a gift, or will you
have to borrow from another
category of your spending
plan to make it happen?

If it’s the latter, you have
two options: respectfully de-
cline or bury yourself in debt
for their enjoyment. I know
tons of people who have cho-
sen to bite the bullet and
then spend several months
playing catch-up.

• Health insurance
Unless there’s no co-pay or

deductible associated with
your plan, you’ll have to pay

for services if you fall ill or
need treatment. And depend-
ing on the magnitude of the
services rendered, you could
be forced to fork over a hefty
sum of cash. You can either
go into debt and pay interest,
or you can plan ahead and
have money set aside.

• Residential emergen-
cies

What happens when you
have a water leak or your air
conditioning unit stalls, just
to name a few? While the cost
of the repair might not be

that much, its better to have
saved funds for home repairs
to cover the bill, just in case.

• Food
So, you decided to stop by

the gas station to grab a bite
to eat because you were run-
ning behind schedule, or to
take a co-worker up on an
offer to have lunch. If you
don’t have the funds avail-
able for extras, another cate-
gory of your budget will take
a hit, leaving you scrambling
to sort out the mess at the
end of the month.

Overlooked
expenses that are
ruining your budget

Surviving a plane crash: Does where you sit make a difference?

      



    

RESEARCHERS
at the
University of

Denver found that
couples who discuss
their status from the
beginning have bet-
ter marriages than
those who just go
with the flow. And
“these are conversa-
tions you should
have throughout a
relationship,” says
study coauthor
Galena Rhoades,
Ph.D.

So Glamour grilled
experts and long-term
happy couples and
came up with the 10
Define-the-Relationship
talks to have, all with-
out ever saying, “We
need to talk.”

•• The Note to Self
Talk

Believe it or not, the
first chat you need to
have, before you start
dating anyone seri-
ously, is with yourself,
says Thomas Bradbury,
Ph.D., director of
UCLA’s Relationship
Institute. Are you ready
to be part of a couple?
How do you feel about
your work, social circle,
family? All the stars
don’t have to be per-
fectly aligned, but you
should be happy with
your own life before get-
ting together with
someone else, he says.

•• The ‘So … What
Do I Call You?’ Talk

Jason, 42, a Los
Angeles advertising
exec, and girlfriend
Megan were friends
with benefits for three
years before making
their commitment offi-
cial. “We had a blurry
relationship,” he says,
“but we knew we loved
each other.” Then
Megan texted: “Come
over tonight …
boyfriend.” Jason was
relieved and laughed. “I
thought, Finally!” he
says. They talked, and

have been together for
six years now.

•• The ‘How Much
You Got?’ Talk

What do couples fight
about most? Money. So
what do you need to
learn to talk about?
Money. Within the first
few months, you each
need a sense of the
other’s financial pic-
ture, says money expert
Farnoosh Torabi. A con-
versation starter she
suggests: Sit down to-
gether (optional insert:
two margaritas), and
each write on a Post-it
your salary, debt, credit
score, savings, and any
major fact like “I have a
trust fund”; then swap
Post-its. Do it, and
every money talk that
arises after that – kids’
tuition, career moves,
kitchen renovations –
will be easier.

•• The 50 Shades of
Sex Talk

Janelle, 34, a photog-
rapher in West Palm
Beach, Florida, sus-
pected her single days
were much crazier than
her boyfriend’s. “I
opened up,” she says.
“He wasn’t threatened
by my past, and that
moment has let us keep
talking sex for eight
years!” And periodic
check-ins are impor-
tant, Levkoff stresses.
“Throw out a casual
question like: ‘What do
your friends say about
their sex lives?’ Or,
‘Would you ever do that
thing we saw on Orange
Is the New Black?’ You
never want to have a
sit-down-and-talk con-
versation about your
own sex life because
then it becomes finger-
pointy.”

•• The Living
Together Talk

Studies have found
that couples who dis-
cuss living together
have stronger mar-

riages than those for
whom the roommate
thing just … happens.
Erin, 34, a dentist from
Melville, New York, re-
members blurting out
to her boyfriend that
maybe he should move
in. “He stammered,” she
says, “and I
backpedalled,” but a
few days later, they
started actually talking
– and now they’ve been
married three years.
The opposite happened
for Nancy and her guy:
“Once we considered
what the next step
meant for our finances
and future,” says the
37-year-old San Diego
aesthetician, “things
unravelled. Ultimately,
it was for the best. I
took a trip to recover,
and met my husband!”

•• The Marriage
Talk

Despite the
Hollywood cliché,
“fewer and fewer guys
pop the question out of
the blue,” says Rhoades.
“Most couples discuss it
first.” And that’s good –
even if you’re deciding
not to put a ring on it,
like Jason and Megan,
who have committed to
being together forever
without marrying.
(“We’d shared opinions
on this even before we
dated,” says Jason.) For
Meg, the blogger, the
technique that worked
was keeping the conver-
sation casual: “After
seven years, he hadn’t
made a move,” she re-
calls. “So on the way to
a weekend away, I said,
‘Ya know, our friends
think we might get en-
gaged on our trip.’” It
started a discussion,
and within months
they’d decided to marry.

•• The Religion Talk
Jeanine, 34, a consult-

ant from Northport,
New York, and her fu-
ture husband got this
chat out of the way on

their second date (not
too early, says
Rhoades). “He’s Jewish
and said his kids had to
be raised that way,” re-
calls Jeanine, who’s
Catholic. “I could do
that, but I told him I
would never convert.”
To her huge relief, he
joked, “If you could turn
your back on Jesus, how
do I know you’d never
cheat on me?” They now
have two kids and a
Christmas tree… and a
menorah.

•• The Having Kids
Talk

For most couples, the
decision to become par-
ents requires several
conversations, says
Rhoades, possibly start-
ing with saying some-
thing on the first date
like, “Did you enjoy
being from such a large
family? Would you ever
want that?” Before get-
ting too serious, you
should be more direct,
she says. “Maybe it
starts with, ‘So, if
things work out, would
we want to have chil-
dren?’” Discuss both
how many and when.
“We decided to give our-
selves five years just to
be married. I didn’t
want pressure until I’d
seen my job as a pro
soccer player through,”
says Jennifer, 37, a
Hartford, Connecticut-
based coach and mom of
two.

•• The ‘Ugh, I Hate
You’ Talk

You’re going to argue,
of course. But this talk
is about figuring out
how – it’s essential to
establish the ground
rules for when things
get tough. Michelle, 36,
a drug rep in Nashville,
and her husband used
to have a rule not to go
to bed angry. “But that
always backfired be-
cause at night we were
tired, and when we
tried to talk things out,
they escalated,” she
says. So they talked and
“we decided to sleep on
our issues. Often they
just blow over.”

•• The Big-Picture
Talk

Are you happy? Am I
happy? Are we happy?
“You think you know
what he’s thinking, but
trust me, even after 50
years, you have to ask,”
says Virginia, 69, of
Huntington, New York.
She credits her 51-year
marriage to a little luck
and a lot of communica-
tion. “You always have
to be hashing stuff out
– planning the future or
just talking about how
life went today,” she
says. “And if you feel
uncomfortable, that’s
when you really need to
talk – so do it.”
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10 relationship
talks every

couple needs
to have
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If you are single and hoping that perhaps February 14th could be the day you and your
crush finally become an item, here is a handy guide to help point you in the right direc-
tion, to either keep your loved one sweet or make a new love blossom.

Forget it!: Nothing kills a spark quite like being woken up on the morning of the 14th
by your partner presenting you with gifts, chocolates flowers, and then having that sudden
realisation that its Valentine’s Day... and you have forgotten. You either try and lie your way
out of it with the “I’ve ordered it, but its not arrived yet...” or the “I’ve booked us a table for 7
pm...” line and then desperately call every restaurant in town. Do yourself a favour: remem-

ber the date, save the hassle.

Unsure of size, do not buy clothes: If you are not 100 per cent certain of
your lover’s size, do not take the risk. It’s not sexy to squeeze into 2 sixes smaller. And it’s worse

in reverse.

Don’t buy the one direction fragrance: Perfume is such
a difficult thing to get right since it’s personal. We are talking about some-

one’s scent – what is her/his signature scent? Does she like musky, dark
and woody, or light and floral? If you are staring down the perfume aisle
and you’re really not sure which bottle to pick, please don’t just go for the
nearest.

Don’t buy her cutesy teddy bears: Teddy bears are
cute, but too cliché. Don’t be predictable. Keep her on her toes. Save

the teddy bears for funfairs.

Don’t say: “I was going to
buy chocolates, but you’re
on a diet”. It’s never a good idea
to hint at a gift and then take it away,
but it is a rule on Valentine’s Day that

you can eat what you want. This rule is
not made to be broken. Don’t use the D

word; go ahead and buy her a box of
handmade chocolates.

Don’t treat your love to a
gym membership: Even if they want

one. It will make them feel like they need to go.

Do not have bad breath: Although this seems obvious
to most, it is important to remember. No one wants to lean in for a kiss

only to be greeted by a gust of last night’s dinner. Brush your teeth and
use a mouth freshener.

Don’t use coupons (or make it known that you are):
Everyone loves a buy one get one free – there’s nothing wrong with a bargain. But if

you want to make her feel like she bathing in the lap of luxury, don’t reveal to her
that the wine came free with the dinner.

Avoid using chat-up lines: If you are thinking that V-Day could be
the day you finally ask the person you have a crush on out, then that’s great. Why
not go for it? Please do not attempt to woo her with a chat up line. How is she going
to take you seriously if she thinks you use the same line on everyone? Avoid.

9 Worst things you can do on Valentine’s Day

Be careful when buying perfume for another person. Do not have bad breath on Valentine’s Day! 

Giving
teddy
bears on
V-Day is
very
cliché.
Switch it
up this
year!
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FANCY dinners,
chocolates and
flowers might

be the typical gifts of
Valentine’s Day, but if
you really want to
make an impression -
make it personal.

Stylist Courtney Smith
is no stranger to long and
hectic work days, hence
her delight when she was
surprised with a
poignant and heartfelt
gift from a loved one.

“The most thoughtful
and special gift I ever re-
ceived... Time and love
spent is so much more
impressive than expen-
sive gifts! #peptalk #lit-
tlenotes #special #gifts
#love,” the Xposé regular
shared.

“DIY is the best way to
do presents,” Courtney
told Independent Style,
which got us thinking - is
the best way forward for
a unique and thoughtful
Valentine’s Day gift to
get reaquainted with old-
school arts and crafts.

Put down your credit
card and take inspiration
from these six gift ideas.

1. Love Jar
Remember the Dublin-

based romantic who

went viral for their ‘love
jar’?

Known only as
TheOnlyOne87, the
hopeless romantic left
365 colour coded notes
inside a glass vessel for
their partner. (Yellow
notes were for “moments
and memories,” green for
“quotes & lyrics” and
pink for “reasons I love
you.”)

2. ‘Cheap Date’
Coupons

Between rent, bills and
living expenses, many
young couples are finan-
cially strapped resulting
in the idea of ‘date
nights’ getting put on the
back burner.

This cheerful idea
caught our eye - fill a box
or jar with ‘cheap date
ideas’ such as a Netflix
movie marathon, ‘IOU’
vouchers, route for a sce-
nic hike trail, etc.

3. Cute Collage
Revisiting our

favourite primary school
activity - creating col-
lages. Gather memos,
photos, reminders of old
dates, souvenirs and get
busy with the Pritt Stick.

4. Sweet Treats
For the chocaholic in

your life, try spelling out
a note using only their
favourite candy.

5. Post-Its From The
Heart

Write lots of compli-
ments or reasons you
love them on single Post-
Its and place them all to
form the shape of a big

heart.

6. Blow Them Away
Write personalised love

notes, memories or jokes
and put them into a bal-

loon. Blow up the bal-
loons and store them all
in a box for a surprise
that’ll leave a smile on
their face.

Say it from the heart: Six DIY Valentine’s
Day gift ideas

Post-Its From The Heart

Cute Collage

Love Jar
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Valentine’s Day gifts for Him & Her
Once again, Valentine’s Day is creeping up, and many of you may have, sort
of left your present purchasing to the last minute. Again. You last minute

shoppers will know that, while going into the store and picking up the first
thing you lay your hand on is the more convenient option, the feeling after
gifting something your significant other hates is not worth it. Never fear.
We’ve put together a rather excellent gift guide of presents. Whether you

have a week or less than three days, we got you covered.

HER

BOTH

Love Mail
Mug

Why? Every time she
sips her coffee she’ll

think of you!
Perfume

Why? Light perfumes are a great option if you’re not exactly
sure what type of scent she likes.

Flowers
Why? Flowers are the

quintessential Valentine’s
Day gift. It’s a quick and

easy present that she’ll love.

Phone Case
Why? Good quality tech 
accessories are a necessity,

and they’re pretty.

Jewellery
Spoil your partner this Valentine’s Day

with a piece of jewellery.
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BOTH

HIM

Weekend away
If you really want to show your partner

how much you care, why not whisk them
away to a romantic retreat? There are
plenty of places to visit right on our
doorsteps.

Spa Day
Visit a spa for a romantic break

and enjoy a relaxing treatment 
together.

Aviators
Why? Because all guys need a pair of avi-

ators.

Satchel: 
Why? This is the perfect carry

all man-bag.

Classic
Men’s
Watch: 

Why? Every man
needs a classic time-
piece. Enough said.
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YOU know you’re supposed to
avoid close contact with people
who are sick with a cold or the
flu. But what can you do when
it’s your spouse, roommate, or
kids who are ill? Or when your
entire office is full of hacking
and sneezing co-workers?
(Besides washing your hands
like a hypochondriacal surgeon,
that is?)

Research suggests one surprisingly
effective way to keep your immune
system strong this season: De-stress.

Why you need to make the change
Aside from all the other multitude

of benefits of de-stressing, the re-
search is clear that stress has strong
sway over the body’s ability to defend
against viruses.

Studies have found that college
students who are stressed out
spend more days sick with cold or
flu, and experience worse symp-
toms when they do become ill.
Research shows that stress de-

creases activity of killer cells – one of
the body’s first lines of defence
against viruses. Experts believe that
the stress hormone cortisol affects
immune activity.

A recent study from the University
of Florida found a close link between
stress during final exams and the
likelihood of getting a cold or the flu.
For the six weeks leading up to and
including finals, nearly 600 students
ranked their stress level daily from 0
to 10. They also reported whether
they were feeling symptoms such as
a runny nose, sore throat, fever,
stuffy nose, or cough.

The results: The worse stress a stu-
dent reported, on average, the
greater his or her likelihood for de-

veloping cold or
flu symp-

toms.
“Stress

can sup-
press
immune
func-

tion and contribute to gastrointesti-
nal dysfunction, which may lead to
increased stress,” study author Bobbi
Langkamp-Henken stated. Other re-
search by Langkamp-Henken and
colleagues has also found that higher
levels of stress are associated with a
greater probability of taking a sick
day.

How to do it
So you know you need to keep your

stress levels down. But you can also
try these research-backed tactics to
boost your immune system and keep
colds away:

• Pop a probiotic supplement.
University students who took a
daily probiotic (beneficial bac-
teria) capsule experienced 32
per cent fewer cold or flu
episodes.

• Keep hand sanitiser
in your purse, car, and
office. When you can’t
wash your hands or when
doing so would be inconven-
ient, a dollop of sanitiser is
very effective, infectious dis-
ease specialist Chia Wang,

MD, of Virginia Mason

Hospital and Seattle Medical Centre,
says. And seeing it on your desk or in
your bag will remind you to use it
frequently. (Just make sure to check
the ingredients list and choose a
sanitiser without triclosan, which is
under investigation by the FDA for
potential health risks.)

• Make sleep a priority. Research
suggests that short or interrupted
sleep can contribute to cold inci-
dence. Keep your bedroom cool (be-
tween 60 and 67 degrees

Fahrenheit), quiet, and
dark, the National

Sleep
Foundation
recommends.

How to stay well in a room full of sick people

IT’S something we’ve all wondered,
but were probably too sheepish to ac-
tually ask: How often should you go
No. 2?

Despite the squeamish factor, ex-
perts say it’s a legitimate question.
Your bowel movements are an impor-
tant indicator of your overall health,
says board-certified gastroenterolo-
gist Anish Sheth, MD, co-author of
“What’s Your Poo Telling You?”.

While the answer to how often you
should use the bathroom is typically
“it depends”, it really depends when
it comes to your bowel movements. A

typical schedule “may vary from
three times per day to three times
per week, depending on the person,”
Sheth revealed.

The range is so wide, he explains,
because how often you have a bowel
movement can be influenced by a
range of factors, from your diet and
lifestyle to stress. Even travelling can
have an impact. Of course, the behav-
iour of your colon is a factor, too. If
your colon absorbs too much fluid
from your stool, you can have hard
bowel movements that are difficult to
pass – or wind up with constipation

and subsequently go fewer than three
times per week.

Constipation can lead to more seri-
ous issues such as diverticulitis (an
inflammation of the intestinal lin-
ing), or can be a sign of irritable
bowel syndrome, which is often ac-
companied by abdominal pain and
bloating. While it’s normal to be ir-
regular here and there, Sheth says
that constant constipation is a sign
that it’s time to have a candid conver-
sation with your doctor.

On the lower side of the normal
B.M. range? Try to increase how often

you work out and aim to eat health-
ier. People who go No. 2 more often
tend to be physically active and eat
more foods with fibre, registered di-
etician Joey Gochnour, says.

He recommends switching to whole
grains, adding a high-fibre vegetable
to each meal, such as carrots, beets,
or spinach, and having at least one or
two pieces of fruit each day (raspber-
ries are a good high-fibre option).
And, just like drinking plenty of
water is good for ideal bladder
health, it’s also important for moving
things along in your colon.

What your poo says about you
The frequency of your bowel movements can say a lot about your health
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You can dramatically reduce
your chances of having heart
disease or dying from heart 

disease if you do six simple things.
That’s what a new study in the 

recent edition of the Journal of the
American College of Cardiology
found.

And it’s good news since studies
from the Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention found that heart dis-
ease is the leading cause of death for
American women and men.

February is American Heart Month.
This latest study used data came

from 88 940 women between age 27
and 44 enrolled in the Nurses’ Health
Study II from 1991 to 2011. The study
looked at how many women smoked
(or quit), what their body mass index
was, what their physical activity level
was, how much they watched TV and
what their diet was like.

In 20 years of follow-up, there were
456 cases of coronary heart disease.

Researchers noticed that of the
women who didn’t have coronary
heart disease and stayed healthy, the
greater majority had six lifestyle
habits in common.

So, here is what you need to do. And
while women were studied in this
case, these habits would be good for
men’s hearts, too.

Don’t smoke, or stop 
smoking
Smoking doesn’t hurt just your lungs
and age your skin prematurely, it also
hurts your heart. In fact, nearly as
many smokers die of heart disease as
they do from lung cancer. Smoking is
the leading cause of preventable
death in the United States.

The chemicals in cigarettes cause
physical damage to your heart, and
they mess with your blood cells.
There’s a reason the World Health
Organisation calls smoking the “grad-
ual killer.”

Smoking can cause plaque to build
up in your heart. That plaque nar-
rows your arteries, making it hard for
the blood to circulate. Have too much
plaque, and you’ve got coronary heart
disease.

If you don’t smoke, don’t start. If
you do smoke, ask for help. Only
about 4% of people are able to quit
without counselling or medicine,
according to the American Cancer
Society.

Get your BMI in check
Body mass index looks at your height
and weight to measure how much
body fat you have. Researchers deter-
mined that optimal BMI was 18.5 to
24.9, which scientists typically char-
acterise as “normal weight”.

A “normal weight” is probably a
stretch for most Americans.

The average BMI is 26.5 for women,
according to the CDC.

The next category could help.

Exercise, even just 2.5 hours a

week
These women weren’t at an hour-long
exercise class every day.

They exercised at least 2.5 hours a
week.

That’s less time
than most people
spend in the
shower each week.
It’s not a high bar,
but the study found
even a small amount of
physical activity made a real
difference.

What counts as moderate-to-
vigorous-intensity exercise?

It means walking at a moderate or
brisk pace, backpacking, hiking, bicy-
cling, doing yoga, boxing, tennis or
most any team sport.

Keep a healthy diet
A “healthy” diet was based on the
Alternative Healthy Eating Index.

That’s a fancy term the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
Centre for Nutrition Policy and
Promotion came up with to de-
termine how well American
diets “conform to recom-
mended healthy eating pat-
terns.”

What does that mean for
you?

If you are active, you can
eat about 2 200 calories
a day and maintain
your weight and still
be considered
healthy. If you exer-
cise sometimes, try
2 000. If you have
chosen to sit in
front of the TV
most nights, keep
your diet to 
1 800 calories.

It’s not just about
counting calories,
though. You should be
eating a balance of food
from all the major food
groups.

If it’s been a while since you
stared at one of those food posters
in health class, that means:

• Eat 2 1/2 cups a day of vegetables,
cooked or raw, or salads.

• Eat two cups of fruit, raw or
cooked. Or it can come in the form of
a cup of juice if it is 100% fruit juice,
rather than some sugary substitute
your kids love.

• Eat 6 ounces of grains. That could
mean half a cup of rice or pasta or a
slice of bread.

• Eat three cups of dairy. It could be
yogurt, 2 ounces of cheese, or drink a
cup of milk or soy milk.

• Eat 5 1/2 ounces of protein. That
means seafood or nuts or beans or
peas. Lean meat or eggs or poultry
work, too.

Repeat all that daily.
It may sound like a lot, but the good
news is that your menu would have

variety and
give you a
lot

of options 

for meals. You’re
not stuck eating
only grapefruit
or doing some
crazy diet.

Watch a lim-
ited amount of 
television
That guideline
is painful for

someone who
works for a TV

company, but the
good news is you

don’t have to give up
“Scandal” and

“Downton Abbey” com-
pletely.

“Limited” television is estimated at
about seven hours a week or less.
That means there’s room for
“Anderson Cooper 360°” too.

Earlier studies have found people
who watch more than seven hours of
TV tend to sleep less and weigh more.

Sitting for long periods disrupts
your metabolism.

Too much sitting may kill you, new
studies show. So, if you are going to
watch television, at least do it stand-
ing or exercise a bit while watching.

Drink alcohol, but in 
moderation
Yes, you read that correctly. The
women who avoided heart disease
drank alcohol.

The key, of course, is to be moderate
about it. That was defined as about
one drink a day for nonpregnant

women.
Earlier studies have shown that

women who do drink in moderation
have a better chance than 
non-drinkers of staying healthy as
they age.

Moderate drinking can reduce 
inflammation, promote healthy 
cholesterol levels, improve insulin re-
sistance and help blood vessels func-
tion properly.

The CDC suggests that you should-
n’t start drinking for the health im-
pact if you don’t drink already. There
are a lot of extra calories in alcohol.

Final advice
Andrea Kaye Chomistek, the study’s
lead author, said an important take-
away from the report is that women
who followed just one of these six
habits improved their chances of
avoiding heart disease.

“It is not do all or nothing to suc-
ceed,” said Chomistek, an assistant
professor of epidemiology and biosta-
tistics at Indiana University,
Bloomington. “Even if you 
targeted one, two of these behaviours,
your chances improve significantly.”

The other takeaway, she said, is
that you should start doing one 
(or all) these things while you are
still young, long before you may show
any signs that you could be heart
sick.

“People in their 30s and 40s often
feel invincible and don’t feel they
need to worry about heart disease,
but that’s not the case,” she said.

“We saw plenty of cases of heart
disease in that category, not a huge
number, but women did develop 
risks.

Improve odds and
beat heart disease

Earlier 
studies have

shown that women
who do drink in

moderation have a
better chance than

non-drinkers 
of staying 

healthy as they
age.
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REFRIGERATORS can help plenty of
foods last longer, but many people
don’t know that not every perishable
needs to be kept in the cold.

Chef Rachel Reuben of Food Fix
Kitchen makes her living teaching
others how to cook. Reuben says one of
the most important lessons she pro-
vides involves guidance on which foods
need to be refrigerated, especially
when it comes to produce.

“I think we assume everything will
do better in the refrigerator but that’s
not really true,” Reuben stated.

Knowing what food should and
shouldn’t be left to chill can ensure
that what you eat maintains its qual-
ity, she explains.

While the cold can prevent many
fruits and vegetables from going bad,
that doesn’t mean they’ll taste as good
or will be as healthy. “They will lose 
nutrients and flavour in the refrigera-
tor,” Reuben said.

In the fridge, tomatoes lose their
texture and potatoes can become
gritty. Reuben believes other foods like
apples, onions, avocados and citrus

fruits are better when kept at room
temperature. Bananas should never be
refrigerated because they turn black
faster, she says.

Berries can also be kept out of the
fridge but should be eaten quickly,
which is why Reuben recommends 
buying them in smaller 
quantities.

Many people refrigerate bread be-
cause there’s a widespread belief that
it will reduce mould growth. However,
Reuben says that cold bread tends to
dry out.

Reuben also pointed out one item
most people don’t refrigerate but prob-
ably should: nuts. Though it’s safe to
keep nuts in the pantry,
Reuben says they will actually taste
better and last longer if you store
them in the fridge. They also 
contain 
oil, which can go bad over time.

“If you have a large quantity of nuts
that you know you’re not going to use
for a long period of time, I would 
definitely keep nuts in the 
refrigerator,” she said.

Foods you should never put in the refrigerator

Taking care of your teeth is impor-
tant, especially if you lie to your
dentist about flossing. Which

everyone does… except me. I floss all
the time, I swear!

That’s why my longtime dentist Juli
Powell was kind enough to share her
expertise on which foods are the worst
for your teeth. It’s obvious that candy
isn’t great for you, and also that eating
it in moderation won’t call forth the
cavity monster (especially if you brush
afterwards). But did you know that
sour foods are worse than sugary ones?
Read on to learn which nine foods do
the most damage, and why. Your dentist
will thank you.

9. Processed carbohydrates 
(e.g. white bread)

“Carbs are really sugars. Your saliva
has an enzyme called salivary amylase
that can start the digestion process in
your mouth, turning complex carbohy-

drates into sugar. If you’re snacking on
crackers all day, you’re constantly keep-
ing sugar in your mouth.

But the only reason sugar is bad is
because the bacteria you have in your
mouth eats the sugar and creates
acid. If you had absolutely no plaque
(which is impossible!), then there
wouldn’t be anything to break down
sugars to create acids and cause decay.”

8. Alcohol
“Saliva is one of your first defences to

dilute plaque and acids. It also has
anti-bacterial properties. Anything
that’s drying your mouth is bad, and
people who drink a lot of alcohol have
very dry mouths. A little bit isn’t bad,
but if you already suffer from dry
mouth, a drink or two is going to make
it worse.”

7. Ice
“Chewing ice is not a good idea. Ice is

so hard! We do a crown once or twice a
year for someone who bit into ice. It’s
like biting into a rock. If you have large,
old fillings, you could easily break a
tooth. The coldness can also make your
teeth slightly more brittle. It’s just a
physics thing. Your mouth is warm. If
you put this cold, rigid thing in there
and bite on it, it’s bad for your teeth.”

6. Dried fruit
“We like dried fruit! We’re not saying

throw it all out, but it has the same
amount of sugar as fruit that hasn’t
been dried, plus it’s sticky and staying
on your teeth. If you’re eating it all day
and not brushing, you could see some
serious decay.”

5. Sticky, sour candy
“Sour candy is worse than sweet

candy, because sour candy has just as
much sugar, plus they’ve usually added
citric acid. It’s also harder on teeth be-
cause it stays on there longer. Sour,
sticky, and candy are the trifecta of bad
stuff for your teeth.”

4. Sports and energy drinks
“These are really tough on teeth.

They do more acid damage than soda.
Sports drinks first, energy drinks sec-
ond, soda third. It depends on the type
of sports drink; some have more citric
acid than others. The tests I’ve seen are
on the lemon-lime ones.

Plus, they also have a high amount of
sugar. Water is still the most awesome
thing on the planet, especially straight
out of the tap, due to the fluoride.”

3. Sugary soda
“Soda is horrible. It has sugar and

both phosphoric and citric acids. They
break down the surface of your teeth, so
you’re washing them with acid. And the
sugars feed the bacteria, which gives
you more acids later.

Also, sipping is worse than just suck-
ing it down. You’re constantly keeping
that low pH in your mouth. If you’re
going to drink it, you’re better off chug-
ging it than sitting with it for a longer
time.”

2. Lemons and limes
“The pH of straight lemons is 2. If

you suck on lemons or limes with your
front teeth, the enamel comes off the
front surface of the tooth. They’ll look
really yellow and get sensitive.”

1. Whatever you just ate, on the way
back up

“The worst thing you can do is vomit
or have acid reflux. It’s so bad that we
can usually tell if someone’s bulimic
just from looking. We’d never want that
to keep someone from coming to the
dentist, but it erodes the insides of peo-
ple’s teeth in a [specific] pattern. The
only way to do so much damage is from
refluxing or vomiting all the time. Since
that food is already digested, you’re es-
sentially giving your teeth a pure acid
wash.”

The 9 worst
foods for teeth
– according to a dentist

What do soda, dried fruit and lemons all have in
common? Well,  according to dentists, they’re all
bad for your teeth.

      



Sunday February 8, 2015 • 33The Barbados Advocate

THREE Missouri
women were arrested on
Thursday and charged
with kidnapping after
they allegedly arranged
for a man to kidnap
their six-year-old rela-
tive because he was “too
nice” and he needed a
shock lesson in the dan-
gers of the world.

The man involved, 23-
year-old Nathan Firoved

of Troy, a rural town out-
side St Louis, has also
been arrested and
charged with felony kid-
napping and other
crimes, the Lincoln
County Sheriff ’s Office
said in a statement.

The boy, who was not
named, got off the school
bus on Monday and
Firoved lured him into a
pickup truck, told him

he would never “see his
mommy again,” and he
would be “nailed to the
wall of a shed,” the office
said.

According to the
Sheriff ’s department,
the boy’s aunt, 38-year-
old Denise Kroutil,
mother, Elizabeth Hupp,
25, and grandmother,
Rose Brewer, 58, wanted
to teach the boy a life

lesson and asked
Firoved to help them.

The boy later told
school officials what
happened to him, and he
has been placed in pro-
tective custody. The four
accused parties are in
jail under a $250,000
cash-only bond.

During the alleged
kidnapping, which
lasted an estimated four

hours, Firoved showed
the boy a gun and told
him he would be harmed
if he didn’t stop crying,
bound his hands and
feet with plastic bags
and covered his face
with a jacket, the sher-
iff ’s office said.

Firoved took the boy to
a basement, where his
aunt removed his pants
and told him he would

be “sold into sex slavery,”
the statement said.

Some time later, the
boy was untied and
taken upstairs where his
family lectured him
about “stranger danger.”

“Family members told
investigators their pri-
mary intent was to edu-
cate the victim and felt
they did nothing wrong,”
the statement said.

When Samuel
Forrest of
Armenia heard

a baby crying from
outside his wife’s
hospital room, he knew
his life would change
forever.

Not only had he
become a father, but he
would soon receive some
unexpected news about
his newborn son.

“This pediatrician
walks out of the room
with a little bundle –
that was Leo,” Forrest
said. “She had his face
covered up and hospital
authorities wouldn’t let
me see him or my wife.
When the doctor came
out, he said ‘there’s a
real problem with your
son.’

Forrest followed
doctors and nurses into
a room where he’d
finally get to meet his
baby.

“When I walked into
the room they all turned
to me and said ‘Leo has
Down syndrome,” he
told ABC News. “I had a
few moments of shock.”

After the news had
sunk in, Forrest held
Leo for the very first
time.

“They took me in see
him and I looked at this
guy and I said, he’s
beautiful – he’s perfect
and I’m absolutely
keeping him.”

Soon Forrest walked
into his wife’s hospital
room with Leo in his
arms.

Her reaction was
unlike one he ever
expected.

“I got the ultimatum
right then,” he said.
“She told me if I kept
him then we would get a
divorce.”

Attempts to reach the
hospital for comment

weren’t immediately
successful. The baby’s
mother, Ruzan
Badalyan, told ABC
News that she did have
a child with Down
syndrome and she has
left her husband, who
has the child, but she
declined to elaborate.

Forrest, who’s from
Auckland, New Zealand,
said he was completely
unaware of the hospital
practices in Armenia
when it came to
children.

“What happens when
a baby like this is born
here, they will tell you
that you don’t have to
keep them,” he said. “My
wife had already
decided, so all of this
was done behind my
back.”

Despite his wife’s
warnings, Forrest said
he never had a doubt in
his mind that he would

hold onto his son.
One week after his

birth, Leo’s mom filed
for divorce.

“It’s not what I want,”
Forrest said. “I didn’t
even have a chance to
speak with her in
privately about it.”

Forrest, who works as
a freelance business
contractor, has plans for
he and Leo to move to
his native country of
New Zealand where he
said they’ll receive
support from loved ones.

In the meantime, he’s
enlisted for some help
on his GoFundMe page
titled “Bring Leo 
Home.”

“This really came out
of the blue for me,” he
said. “I don’t have a lot,
I have very little in fact.
The goal is to raise
enough for a year so I
can get a part-time job
so Leo doesn’t have to be
in daycare and I can
help care for him.
He’s lost a lot in two
weeks. It’d be different
if he had his 
mommy.”

Forrest has recently
been working with
disability awareness
groups to share his story
in the hopes that
parents will become
better educated on
children with special
needs.

“After what I’ve been
through with Leo, I’m
not going to sit back and
watch babies be sent to
orphanages,” he said.
“As a child with Down
syndrome, that becomes
somewhat of a label. If
we can get around this
label, we’ll see that
they’re normal. They’re
a little different from us,
but they’re still 
normal.

“They all have niches
and I want to work hard
to find out where Leo’s
special. This little guy is
great.”

DO your kids talk back
to you because they
think they’re grown-
ups? Well now, they can
look like one, thanks to
a genius barber who de-
signed a special haircut
to punish obnoxious
kids.

The barbers at
Atlanta’s A-1 Kutz came
up with the “Benjamin
Button Special” to pun-
ish kids who “act
grown,” by shaving their

heads so they look like
old men. Barber Russell
Frederick and his 
staff are even offering
the haircut for
free.

Frederick told the
Washington Post he
first tried the haircut on
his own 12-year old son
after he was slacking in
school, and said his
grades “dramatically
skyrocketed” after he
got his bald spot.

Samuel Forrest of Armenia is keeping his baby
with Down Syndrome after his wife said she
would divorce him if he wanted to keep the child.

If they want to act old, they can have a bald spot

Missouri boy, 6, nabbed by family to teach him fear of strangers: police

Dad refuses to give up newborn
son with Down Syndrome

Barber is
punishing unruly
kids by giving
them ridiculous
old-man haircuts

     



POPE FRANCIS has
stirred up a hornet’s nest
with remarks in which he
said it’s OK for parents to
spank children, so long as
they do it with dignity.

The comments came in
his general audience
Wednesday in St. Peter’s
Square, when Francis was
talking about the impor-
tance of a good father
within a family.

“I once heard at a wed-
ding a father say, ‘I some-
times have to hit my chil-
dren a little but never in
the face, so as to not de-
mean them.’ How nice, I
thought, he has a sense of
dignity,” the Pope said.

“When he punishes, he
does it right and moves
on.”

The principle of not hu-
miliating the child while
doling out the punish-
ment appears to be cen-
tral to the Pope’s justifica-
tion of spanking, as is that
of forgiveness.

“A good father knows

how to wait and knows
how to forgive from the
bottom of his heart. Of
course he can also disci-
pline with a firm hand:
he’s not weak, submissive,
sentimental,” he said.

“This father knows how
to discipline without de-
meaning; he knows how
to protect without re-
straint.”

The issue of corporal
punishment for children
is divisive in many coun-
tries, and the Pope’s re-
marks prompted an out-
pouring of both support
and criticism on social
media.

‘Hey spanking is still
okay! The pope recently
said so! Oh and btw the
Bible says so too & it
worked for millennia. But
what did they know.’

— MarkFord
(@NorthWestPastor)
February 6, 2015

‘I strongly disagree with
the Pope. Spanking is

never ok.Would love to
explain to @Pontifex why
Jesus would agree ‘<3
pic.twitter.com/1kXaD8Gz
Q8

— Andrea (@Walrathis)
February 6, 2015

Father Thomas Rosica,
a Vatican spokesman, told
CNN that it was impor-
tant not to take the Pope’s
words out of context – and
that there was an impor-
tant distinction to be
made between discipline
and punishment.

“It’s about time that we
stop and allow the Pope to
speak the language of
most ordinary people, es-
pecially parents, who un-
derstand the Pope far bet-
ter than those who parse
every single word and
statement that comes out
of his mouth!” he said.

“Let us not read into the
Pope’s words anything
other than what is there.
He speaks constantly of
mercy and tenderness. He
speaks as a pastor and

loving father figure who
loves children and wants
the best for them.”

Francis showed this af-
fection in a Google
Hangout with disabled
children from around the
world Thursday, Rosica
added, and “speaks about
disciplining children and
never punishing them.”

The pontiff also met
with street children on a
visit to a shelter in the
Philippines last month.

According to the web-
site of the Global Alliance
to End Corporal
Punishment of Children,
children in at least 43
states are protected by
law from all corporal pun-
ishment.

They include more than
20 European nations, as
well as countries in Africa
and Latin America.

The United States is not
one of the nations where
corporal punishment is

banned, but an anti-
spanking movement has
gained momentum there.

The case of NFL star
Adrian Peterson, given
probation, a fine and com-
munity service in
November after he admit-
ted whipping his 4-year-
old son, stirred up the de-
bate.The NFL also sus-
pended the Minnesota
Vikings star running back
for the rest of the 
season.
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POPE Francis has asked
consecrated persons to
‘wake up the world’. ‘This
awakening,’ he said, ‘is
the priority that is
needed in the church
today.’ Consecrated per-
sons are those who have
been called by God and
whose response is giving
their lives to the ministry
of the Church.

On Tuesday 2nd
Februray, 2015 members
of the Catholic Diocese of
Bridgetown held ves-
pers/evening prayer in
the chapel of the
Ursuline Convent,
Collymore Rock. Bishop
Jason Gordon presented
a pastoral letter ad-
dressed primarily to con-
secrated persons in the
diocese. In it he men-
tioned that the Universal
Church was celebrating
the lives of Consecrated
persons, he said “A
unique and ancient form
of discipleship and, in-
spired by the words of
Pope Francis, urges men
and women to wake the
world with dawning joy”.

The Pope has pro-
claimed that the Year of
the Consecrated Life
(YCL) will run from
Advent Sunday 30th
November 2014 to 2nd

February 2016, Feast of
the Presentation of Jesus
in the Temple. He has
called on the church to
recognize and express
gratitude for those men
and women who are pub-
licly known as
Consecrated persons.

Catholics often use the
term ‘religious’ to de-
scribe persons who have
taken the three vows of
poverty, chastity and obe-
dience. It is perhaps,
more correct to use the
term ‘consecrated life’.
This way of living in-
cludes all those who em-
brace the three vows and
dedicate themselves to
the Lord by making a
commitment of service to
the church.

The Consecrated Life
includes monks and nuns
who live in enclosed com-
munities, religious broth-
ers and sisters in active
communities (such as the

Living Water
Community) and also
many others who live
alone or who live and
work in the world who
have taken the three
vows, poverty, chastity
and obedience. The
church expects that con-
secrated men and women
would be witnesses of
communion, share the joy
of the Gospel, and go into
the world to proclaim the
Good News.

The ‘Year of The
Consecrated Life’ chal-
lenges consecrated per-
sons to examine the fi-
delity to the mission en-
trusted to them, take
stock of the work they are
doing in the various min-
istries of the church and
share in the joys and sor-
rows of people to whom
they serve; thus truly
showing that they under-
stand their needs and
can help to respond.

Consecrated persons
should use all their tal-
ents for the service of the
Church and work for the
coming of Christ’s
Kingdom.

The church is blessed
to have consecrated per-
sons. A Consecrated life
is a gift to the Church,
from the Church and of
the Church.

In the Apostolic Letter
from Pope Francis to con-
secrated persons he says
“So, be men and women
of communion! Have the
courage to be present in
the midst of conflict and
tension, as a credible sign
of the presence of the
Spirit who inspires in
human hearts a passion
for all to be one
(cf. Jn 17:21). Live
the mysticism of en-
counter, which entails
“the ability to hear, to lis-
ten to other people; the
ability to seek together
ways and means”. Live in
the light of the loving re-
lationship of the three di-
vine Persons (cf.
1 Jn 4:8), the model for
all interpersonal relation-
ships.”

The Pope also asked
consecrated persons to (1)
look to the past with
gratitude, (2) live the

present with passion and
(3) embrace the future
with hope. The Pope en-
couraged consecrated
person to not have fear of
the future, “We all know
the difficulties which the
various forms of conse-
crated life are currently
experiencing: decreasing
vocations and aging
members, particularly in
the Western world; eco-
nomic problems stem-
ming from the global fi-
nancial crisis; issues of
internationalization and
globalization; the threats
posed by relativism and a
sense of isolation and so-
cial irrelevance… But it
is precisely amid these
uncertainties, which we
share with so many of
our contemporaries, that
we are called to practice
the virtue of hope, the
fruit of our faith in the
Lord of history, who con-
tinues to tell us: “Be not
afraid… for I am with
you” (Jer 1:8).”

During the year 2015
the diocese of Bridgetown

and Kingstown will hold
activities aimed at
strengthening the com-
mitment of men and
women in Consecrated
Life.

Bishop Jason Gordon
had this to say, “ I ask all
of you to pray this year
especially for our commu-
nities of consecrated men
and women whose
charism and witness has
been a gift to so many in
the diocese of Bridgetown
and Kingstown. May God
give courage and guid-
ance to those called to the
priesthood and the dia-
conate, to religious life
and lay consecrated life,
so that they may respond
generously and serve de-
votedly.” He acknowl-
edged a need in diocese
for even more conse-
crated persons and asks
the members of the
church in Barbados and
St.Vincent to “Pray for
those who will join the
Consecrated Life to keep
the vital source of life
‘alive’ in the diocese.”

Pope says it’s OK to spank
children if you don’t
demean them

Pope Francis embraced a group of children on Sunday during a meeting at
the University of Santo Tomas in Manila.

Year of the consecrated life 
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THE Season of Lent is
fast approaching. Each
year many Christian
churches set aside forty
days to prepare for the
celebration of the great-
est event in the
Christian calendar,
Easter. The season of
Lent begins with
Ash Wednesday and cli-
maxes at Easter. If we
count from Ash
Wednesday to Easter we
get more than forty days,
because Sundays are al-
ways set aside to cele-
brate the Resurrection
and is not counted there-
fore as Lenten days.

While people generally
tend to associate Lent as
a gloomy time, it should
not be approached as
such. It is so conceived
because it is a time when
we are invited to correct
bad habits, seek forgive-
ness, make sacrifices and
strive to improve our
lives so that after forty
days our lives and our
relationships are much
improved. We should ap-
proach Lent in a positive
way, seeing it as an op-
portunity for stock tak-
ing of our relationship
with God, our family, our
community and our-
selves.

Roman Catholics in
Barbados are being in-
vited to observe the
Lenten Season this year
under the theme LENT!
CLEAN UP FOR
EASTER. It is inviting
everyone to take the
time to review their

lives, their relationships
and their behavior. It is
challenging us to im-
prove on what is good
and clean up what is not
good. This is stock taking
time. It is stock taking
time, so that we can dis-
card what is not prof-
itable and make room for
all that is profitable. It
is clean up time. That
process will begin on
Ash Wednesday when
we place ashes on our
foreheads as a sign that
while we are dust, we
are not ordinary dust,
but dust that is precious
to God. So precious are
we that he spent forty
days in the desert where
he was tempted like us
and so identifying with
us. So precious are we,
that he placed himself in
our hands. So precious
are we, that instead of
embracing him we re-
jected him and finally
crucified him, yet he
prayed for our forgive-
ness even while we were
crucifying him. He went
through all this because
we are that precious to
him. In fact it is because
we are so precious that
he suffered and died for
us so that no suffering or
death will be final in
anyone of us who are
dust and ashes. So we
begin this precious holy
time of Lent remember-
ing that we are dust but
made precious through
the tremendous love of
God

In fact, Lent can be ob-

served by both Church
goers and those who
have no religious affilia-
tion. It can even be ob-
served by groups and as-
sociations. It can be used
to clean up the areas
that are not good and
improve those that need
to be better. I invite
schools, youth groups,
businesses and clubs to
use this time to chal-
lenge their people to join
Christians everywhere
and clean up for Easter.

I remind us all that we
are to spend the forty
days with Jesus in the
proverbial “desert.”
During that time we are
to confidently resist the
temptations of the devil
as Jesus did. Again, we
are to do so, not just for
the forty days and then
go back to our old ways.
No, we are to resist
temptations in such a
way that we arise
stronger and therefore
better than when we en-
tered the desert on
Ash Wednesday. The
whole idea behind the
forty days each year is to
enable us to grow to be
better, much better than
we were the year before
and to share in the vic-
tory of our Savior Jesus
over sin and death.

As the Church asks
us to focus this year on
LENT! CLEAN UP FOR
EASTER, I offer some
suggestions that I hope
will assist in the clean
up.

PRAYER

TIME Prayer we hear is
conversation with God.
It is the kind of conver-
sation in which we are to
listen, respond and ex-
press our gratitude and
love. What is the quality
of that conversation? Do
we spend enough time in
God’s presence and how
honest are we when we
talk and listen to him? Is
there room for improve-
ment in our prayer life?
Let us use this Lent to
deepen our conversation
with God.

BIBLE READING
TIME The Bible, we are
told is the Word of God.
God speaks to us in the
Scriptures. Do we take
time to listen and read
his word, and does that
word influence the way
we live? Lent is a good
time to read the Bible
daily.

REPENTANCE TIME.
The Gospel of Mark has
Jesus calling for repen-
tance at the very outset
of his mission. To repent
is to change, to
admit that we do wrong,
to be sorry for our sin
and be ready to change
our sinful ways. Are we
aware of our sinfulness,
sorry for our sins and
prepared to change our
ways?

If we are sorry for our
sins, those of us who are
Roman Catholics and
Anglicans need to avail
ourselves of the
Sacrament of Confession
in the presence of a
priest. This is necessary

because when we sin we
break our relationship
with God and with the
Christian Family, the
church. We
therefore need to
heal the rupture in the
family through going to
Confession.

The Church provides
us with a wonderful op-
portunity to experience
the tremendous love of
God who always forgives
us whenever we repent.
That is why we ask him
to pardon us. Catholics,
take the opportunity to
experience the power of
the forgiving love of God
by going to the
Sacrament of Confession
during Lent.

FAMILY TIME. Lent is
a good time to examine
the moments we share in
our family. We can be-
come so caught up in
doing things outside of
our homes that we
hardly have time for our
family. If we can make
an effort to spend quality
time with our family at
least once a week we will
find that come Easter we
are the better for the ef-
fort.

QUIET TIME. This is
very important if we are
to really clean up for
Easter. Jesus, we are
told, would take time to
go off by himself to be

alone and pray. For Lent
put aside some time to
be alone with Jesus.

After all has been said
and done let us be mind-
ful that it is God who
does the cleaning up.
However he cannot do it
without our participa-
tion. That is why we
have the forty days to do
all we can to facilitate
the cleaning process. It is
in that light that we
should enter the
Lenten”Desert.” Because
we have chosen to be in
the “desert” we can be
certain that our God is
with us and will clean us
up for Easter.

I pray and hope that
Christians everywhere
will spend the forty days
of Lent preparing for
Easter by joyfully living
the Gospel, so that those
who are struggling
under the challenges in
their lives, those who are
on the brink of despair,
those who have given up,
those who are neither
here nor there, may all
take heart and in faith
journey with us through
the Lenten desert and
come to celebrate the
joys of Easter. LENT!
CLEAN UP FOR
EASTER.

May God bless us.

Clement Paul

Lent! Clean up for Easter
Roman Catholics in Barbados are being invited to observe the Lenten Season this year under the theme LENT! CLEAN UP FOR EASTER.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Maybe you didn’t do it all
correctly. You made concessions where you had to and
cut corners where it made sense to do so. And yet the
result is something entirely beautiful. Congratulations.    
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Doing the job you know
you can do is entry level to success.
Get yourself into the jobs you have no
idea whether you can do, and that’s
where the real adventure starts. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Your intu-
ition will not lie to you today, but your
logic will be a trickster. It will tempt
you with the promise of dollars, atten-
tion and power. Ask yourself, “Which
direction would I go if I knew there
was absolutely nothing to gain?” 
CANCER (June 22-July 22). Styles
change. It’s fine to change with them.
You don’t have to, but it makes your
way easier if you do. As for principles,
you won’t be sorry you stood solid
when it comes to them.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The thing you
reluctantly agreed to will turn out as
expected, and your expectations were pretty low.
Sometimes you have to say “yes” to things just to re-
member why you should say “no” to them in the future.  
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you have a gap between
knowing what to do and not knowing what to do, exer-
cise. That’s the perfect time to let your body release
some energy and your mind explore the options.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It is terrible not to live the life

you want to live. That’s why you make such an effort
now to overcome what’s been holding you back. You
have to grow even stronger to succeed, but succeed
you will.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Just as marriages of con-

venience often only last for as long as
they remain convenient, an agreement
you made because it was logical at the
time may now seem too difficult to 
uphold. Speak up and make a new
agreement.   
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The
ultimate answer is humor. If you can
laugh at the situation, you have risen
above it, if only for the moment of your
laughter. Getting to laughter isn’t an 
effort; it’s a process of letting go. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Today
features a worthy opponent. You’ll edge
toward a mutual agreement, but neither
of you is in any hurry to get there. And
why should you be? The arguing is fun!
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It takes
creativity to wish and imagine, and you

definitely have that. However, you prefer to deal with re-
ality the way it is even though you are more than capa-
ble of imagining a more you-specific fantasy world. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re there for others, no
problem. But being there for yourself is what puts you on
the success track. Your real friends will understand and
support you, even if that means you can’t hang out with
them quite as often. 

Horoscopes 
by Holiday

DOUBLE CROSSWORD No 11,745
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ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN
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7. Courage (5)
8. Futile (7)
9. Ban (7)

10. Worth (5)
12. Artifice (10)
15. Capsized (10)
18. Virago (5)
19. Supply (7)
21. Mortification (7)
22. Prognosticate

(5)

1. Catching (10)
2. Explore (5)
3. Beloved (4)
4. Disconcert (3,3)
5. Cantankerous

(8)
6. Enthusiastic (7)

11. Universally (10)
13. Improper (8)
14. Rumour (7)
16. Purify (6)
17. Pivot (5)
20. Raise (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 1 Malignant; 8 Awn; 9
Appointment; 11 Paladin; 12
Choir; 13 Echoed; 15 Defile; 17
Crisp; 18 Afflict; 20 Unwittingly;
22 Bud; 23 Redolence.
Down: 2 Amp; 3 Guild; 4 Attend;
5 Treacle; 6 Patronising; 7
Incorrect; 10 Pulchritude; 11
Prescribe; 14 Empower; 16
Parted; 19 Frill; 21 Lac.
CRYPTIC
Across: 1 Oversight; 8 Rib; 9
Testing time; 11 Shuttle; 12
Taste; 13 Disarm; 15 Begone;
17 Wicks; 18 Appoint; 20 Under
orders; 22 Ear; 23 Dance band.
Down: 2 Vie; 3 Swift; 4 Gagged;
5 Thistle; 6 Press notice; 7
Abasement; 10 Squash court;
11 Soda water; 14 Resided; 16
Barren; 19 Purge; 21 Run.

SOLUTIONS TO
PUZZLE 11,744 Quick Crossword answers

also fit the large grid

Central Press Features
Temple Way
Bristol
BS99 7HD
Tel: 0117 934 3621

7. She appears from
America, but not in
the morning (5)

8. Where a swindler
might keep his nest-
egg? (7)

9. Bays satisfied people
may rest on (7)

10. Call for heads’ other
side (5)

12. A small fear turns out
to be a needless alert
(5,5)

15. Another political force
as a sort of
insurance? (5,5)

18. Material found in
many London shops
(5)

19. Shout when the last
wicket falls at 100
(4,3)

21. Baffle because not to
be added? (7)

22. Like American uncle
in India (5)

1. Famous general gets
the boot (10)

2. Stiff ribbed fabric
causes ill feeling (5)

3. The boy in the book
(4)

4. Puts confidence in
syndicates (6)

5. Agreement to make a
reduction? (8)

6. Claimed complicated
pointed fraction (7)

11. When one is most
likely to see an adder?
(6,4)

13. Try eland out eagerly
(8)

14. Disposed to consent
to making bequests?
(7)

16. Lay the blame on cop-
per in bent case (6)

17. In the greatest degree
one is damp (5)

20. Incline to be the
opposite of fat (4)

1. God tells us to 
eat fat for it’s high
protein content.

A : True
B : False

2. Some of God’s
health laws are found
in Leviticus Chapter
11.

A : True
B : False

3.  Israel is made up
of the ten sons of
Jacob.

A : True
B : False

4. Nebuchadnezzar
was king of Judah.

A : True

B : False

5. In ten days Daniel
and his friends who
did not eat the king’s
unclean meat looked
better than the ones
that did.

A : True
B : False

6. Pulse is vegetable
food.

A : True
B : False

7. God had brought
Daniel into favour
and tender love with
the prince of the
eunuchs.

A : True
B : False

Bible Challenge

Answers: 1. B, 2. A, 3. B, 4. B, 5. A, 6. A, 7. A
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BOBBI Kristina Brown
was facing legal trouble
just days before she was
found unconscious in a
bathtub at her Atlanta
home.

A warrant was issued
for the 21-year-old on Ja-
nuary 28 from the Alpha-
retta Municipal Court in
Georgia.

It was issued after
Brown failed to appear in
court two weeks prior on
“a charge of operating a
2010 Lexus with an ex-
pired tag”. The warrant
has since been dismissed.

“In light of recent events
involving (Ms.) Brown, we
are not focused on the

warrant issue. In fact, we
asked the court to dismiss
the warrant and recall it –
which they did,”Executive
Public Information Officer
George Gordon told Us
Weekly in a statement.

“The important issue is
we hope the grieving fam-
ily and friends find com-
fort during this difficult
period.”

Brown, the daughter of
the late Whitney Houston
and Bobby Brown, re-
mains hospitalised after
being discovered face-
down in a bathtub last
week by family friend
Max Lomas on January
31.

Bobbi Kristina Brown
arrest warrant dismissed
after hospitalisation

KIM Kardashian has
made a major change in
her appearance – and her
fans seem to approve.

The reality star showed
off her new look on Friday
on social media, when she
posted a selfie of her new
haircut.

“I cut my hair short
today,” she captioned the
photo, which revealed she
now has a shoulder-length
bob. It's a marked change
from the 34-year-old’s sig-
nature long locks, a hair-
style she long shared with

sisters Khloe and
Kourtney.

Her fans seem happy
with the change, since the
Instagram snap has been
liked by 1.5 million fans
to date.

The mini-makeover
comes just a few days be-
fore she hits the red carpet
with Kanye West at to-
day’s Grammy Awards,
where her husband will
join Rihanna and Paul
McCartney on stage to
perform their new single,
“FourFiveSeconds”.

Kim Kardashian
chops off long locks

COMEDIAN Rosie
O’Donnell has had
enough of “The View”…
again.

For the second time in
seven years, the outspoken
ABC daytime talk show
host decided to leave the
popular all-women panel
to focus on her family. Her
decision coincided with her
reported recent break-up
with her wife of nearly
three years, Michelle
Rounds.

O’Donnell’s publicist,
Cindi Berger, said in a
statement that the couple
previously split in No-
vember. O’Donnell and
Rounds, her second wife,
adopted a baby daughter
together in 2013. The “A
League of Their Own” ac-
tress has four older chil-
dren from her previous
marriage to Kelli Carpen-
ter.

The comedian,52,ended
her first one-year stint on
the show in 2007 following
failed negotiations with
ABC to renew her con-
tract. But then she re-
joined the programme last
September.“Rosie is an im-
mensely talented star who
comes in each and every
morning brimming with
ideas,excitement and pas-
sion for the show. When

she told us that she wan-
ted to exit ‘The View,’ we re-
spected and understood
her desire to put her well-
being and her family first,”
a spokesperson for the net-
work said in a statement.

The spokesperson also
noted O’Donnell has an
upcoming guest appear-
ance on the ABC show,
“The Fosters.”

On “The View,” the fe-

male co-hosts discuss a va-
riety of political and social
issues. Oscar-winning ac-
tress Whoopi Goldberg
moderates the show, now
in its 18th season.

O’Donnell infamously
clashed with her co-hosts
in the past, including cur-
rent Fox News personality
Elisabeth Hasselbeck. In
May 2007, they engaged in
a 10-minute, on-air argu-

ment about US foreign pol-
icy that led to both women
calling each other “coward-
ly.” O’Donnell’s views, es-
pecially about the George
W. Bush administration
and the war in Iraq, often
triggered debates with the
unabashedly conservative
Hasselbeck. In one memo-
rable clash,the two women
debated the meaning of
the word “terrorist.”

Rosie O’Donnell quits ‘The View’
for second time in 7 years

‘I cut my hair short today,’ Kim Kardashian revealed
on social media.

Rosie O'Donnell with co-hosts and guest Geena Davis on The View, Feb. 5, 2015.
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MIGRATORY birds may be
spreading viruses that cause
bird flu around the world,
say scientists.

Outbreaks in poultry may be-
come more common in the fu-
ture, especially in ill-prepared
countries, they warn.

A severe strain found at a duck
farm in the UK last year may
have been carried by wild birds
out of Russia,according to Dutch
researchers. The virus is a low
human health risk, but wild
birds on long migratory routes
should be monitored, they say.

H5N8 is a strain of bird flu
that appeared late last year in
Russia, East Asia, North
America and four European
countries, including the UK.

The infections led to millions of
poultry being culled.

In the UK,ducks were affected
at a farm in Driffield,Yorkshire.
Another outbreak of bird flu in

Hampshire this week is of the
H7N7 form of the virus,which is
less severe.

Scientists at the Erasmus Me-
dical Centre in Rotterdam, Ne-
therlands, say the presence of
the H5 virus in a migratory bird
in Russia and other detections in
wild birds and poultry is “worri-
some”.

“More poultry outbreaks could
occur in the future, especially in
countries that are ill-prepared,”
a team led by Dr Ron Fouchier
wrote in the journal, Science.

“Despite the currently low
public health risk, the outbreaks
should be monitored closely,
given that several animal species
are susceptible and that in-
fluenza viruses are generally un-
predictable.”

Wild birds with long migratory
routes should be monitored for
exposure to H5N8 and control
measures in poultry should be
updated, as they appear to be
“insufficient”, they added.

Scientists are also investigat-
ing other ways that bird flu
viruses can spread around the
world, including through illegal
poultry trade and contamination
of vehicles or equipment.

A recent report from the Euro-
pean Food Safety Authority said
the route of spread of the disease
remained uncertain.

It said all affected farms in
Europe had kept birds inside,
suggesting direct transmission
from wild birds to farmed poul-
try was unlikely.

Experts said there were no
known direct migration routes
from East Asia to Europe, but
infected migratory birds from
East Asia could in theory pass
the virus on to other species at
breeding and stopover places in
Eurasia.

Dr.Derek Gatherer of Lancas-
ter University said more re-
search into flu in wild bird pop-
ulations in the UK was needed,
especially in species migrating
in from Europe. “The British re-
sponse to bird flu is oriented to-
wards agriculture – that’s fine
because of course we need to pro-
tect our poultry industry – but in
order to really understand bird
flu we should also study it in its
natural setting,” he stated.

“Then we’ll have a better ‘early
warning system’ for what might
be a threat to agriculture in the
future.”

UK officials said tests had con-
firmed the Hampshire outbreak
was of a low severity H7 strain of
the disease,which is a much less
severe form than the H5N8
strain found in Yorkshire in
November.

Chief vet Nigel Gibbens said:
“We have taken immediate ac-
tion to contain this outbreak as
part of our robust procedures for
dealing swiftly with avian flu.”

‘Wild birds may
spread flu virus’

Signs of infection with flu virus have been found in 10 to 50 per cent of common teals.

AUSTRALIA’S hottest year on
record would not have happened
without climate change, accord-
ing to a new report.

The country experienced its
hottest day, month, season and
calendar year in 2013, register-
ing a mean temperature 1.2C
above the 1961-90 average.

The Climate Council says re-
cent studies show those heat
events would have occurred only
once every 12 300 years without
greenhouse gas emissions from
human activities.

“In fact, we can say the 2013
record year was virtually impos-
sible without climate change; it
wouldn’t have happened,” said
Will Steffen, the author of Quan-
tifying the Strong Influence of
Climate Change on Extreme
Heat in Australia.

“I mean, no one would bet on
odds of one in nearly 13 000.”

Based on analyses of data and
model outputs, the report says
climate change triples the odds
that heatwaves of the 2012-13
Australian summer will happen
as frequently as they do.

It also doubles the chances of
them being as intense.

“We’re looking at pretty hard
numbers on the odds of those
things happening without the
underlying warming trend due
to greenhouse gases,” Steffen
said.

“In my view, it’s extremely
powerful, conclusive evidence
that not only is there a link be-
tween climate change and ex-
treme heat, climate change is
the main driver of it.”

Steffen found record hot days
had doubled in Australia the
past 50 years, and that during
the past decade heat weather
records were set three times
more often than cold ones.

The report also says heat-
waves across Australia are be-

coming hotter, lasting longer, oc-
curring more often and starting
earlier.

The Climate Council’s co-
founder Tim Flannery said the
research strengthened the case
for immediate action on climate
change.“Australians are already

feeling the impact of climate
change making Australia hot-
ter,” he said.

“Carbon emissions must be re-
duced rapidly and deeply if the
worst of extreme heat in the sec-
ond half of the century is to be
avoided.”

Climate change to blame for Australia’s
record hottest year, says report

The Climate Council has called for immediate action to mitigate climate change after releas-
ing a report showing heatwaves are becoming hotter and lasting longer. 

      



A JAPANESE bank is to
trial using 2ft-tall plastic ro-
bots in branches instead of
human beings.

Mitsubishi UFJ
Financial Group is to trial
the tiny,talking robot in two
branches from April this
year.

Depending on how the
android performs, more
Nao robots could be rolled
out to branches later this
year.

‘Robots can supplement
services by performing
tasks that our human
workers can’t, such as 24-
hour banking and multilin-
gual communication,’ the
bank’s Takuma Nomoto

said.
‘Nao is cute and friendly,

and I believe our customers
will like it.’
It’s the one of the first seri-
ous trials of robots in a job
based mainly on human in-
teraction - something Japan
is leading the world in.
Nao robots already work in
mobile phone outlets in
Tokyo.

The robot speaks 19 lan-
guages, and analyses peo-
ple’s facial expressions to
work out how he should re-
spond.
The Nao robots will even be
able to pick up different
tone of voice when asking
customers what services

they need.
‘Hello and welcome,’ the

bank clerk robot says,‘I can
tell you about money ex-

change, ATMs, opening a
bank account, or overseas

remittance. Which one
would you like?’

BRUSSELS – A panel of
experts appointed by
Google to advise it on
how to implement an
EU ruling ordering it to
remove links to some
personal information
from search results has
backed the company’s
view that links be 
removed only from
websites in Europe.

That puts the so-called
Advisory Council at odds
with the European
Union’s data protection
regulators who said at the
end of last year that
Google should remove
links worldwide, including
from Google.com.

Google set up its eight-
member panel last year to
draw up a report, pub-
lished on Friday, on how
to implement the surprise
“right to be forgotten” rul-
ing from the European
Court of Justice (ECJ) in
May.

The report is non-bind-
ing and carries no legal
weight.

The panel, which in-
cludes a former German
justice minister and
Wikipedia founder Jimmy
Wales, concluded that
Google should only re-
move links to personal in-
formation deemed inade-
quate, irrelevant or no
longer relevant from its
European websites, such
as Google.de in Germany
or Google.fr in France.

“It concludes that re-
moval from nationally di-
rected versions of
Google’s search services
within the EU is the 
appropriate means to 
implement the ruling at
this stage,” the council
said in the report.

However, one member,
Sabine Leutheusser-
Schnarrenberger,a former
German justice minister,
dissented, saying that de-

listing search results
should be global.

“Since EU residents are
able to research globally
the EU is authorized to 
decide that the search 
engine has to delete all
links globally,” she wrote
in the report.

The geographic scope of
the ruling has highlighted
the difficulty of applying
national law to the
Internet.

The French privacy reg-
ulator, the CNIL, which
chairs the group of EU
regulators, said that it
would keep requesting
delisting globally.

“It’s not in the interest of
Google not to comply...be-
cause at the end of the day
they have to comply with
the law,” CNIL technology
and innovation director
Gwendal Le Grand said.

The issue of whether

Google or any other search
engine should inform the
original publisher that a
link to their site will no
longer appear under
searches for a person’s
name has also been divi-
sive.

People who have been
denied the right to have
links removed can turn to
their national data protec-
tion authority (DPA) to
contest the decision.

The Advisory Council,
however, said that the
original publisher of the
information should also
“have a means to chal-
lenge improper delistings
before a DPA or a similar
public authority”.

EU regulators previ-
ously said there is “no
legal basis for such 
routine communication
under EU data protection
law.”

42 • Sunday February 8, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

People are silhouetted as they pose with laptops in front of a screen projected with a Google logo, in this picture illustration
taken in Zenica October 29, 2014. 

Google panel backs firm on EU limit to ‘right to be forgotten’

Bank to employ
two-foot robot
cashier which
speaks 19 languages
– Japanese bank to pilot use of
Nao robots from April this year

The NAO robot can speak 19 languages.
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Atletico Madrid midfielder Tiago (second left) celebrates with Turkish midfielder Arda Turan (L) and
teammates after scoring during the Spanish La Liga match against Real Madrid CF at the Vicente
Calderon stadium in Madrid yesterday.

SPORTSSPORTS

By Michael Phillips

THINGS are about to
get a lot hotter in
Barbados when the
highly-anticipated
2015 domestic season
of the Barbados
Football Association
kicks off this evening.
With a few changes
being made at the ex-
ecutive and technical
levels in the nation’s
football, along with
two new promotions
to the Digicel Premier
League, spectators,
fans and pundits will
be watching with
baited breath to see
what unfolds at the
National Stadium
today.

Out of the blocks first
today is what is expected
to be one of the most-
closely watched rivalries
for the entire 2015 sea-
son. The newly-promoted
University of the West
Indies Blackbirds will be
taking on the defending
champions, the Barbados
Defence Force Sports
Programme in the 4:00
PM game and all eyes
will be on Mario Harte
who just moved over to
the Blackbirds after end-
ing his tenure with the
soldiers. Despite losing
Harte, who has proved
himself as an invaluable
forward, the two-time de-
fending champs have a
legacy of moulding top-
level athletes and have
an extremely deep bench
with talented players. On
the other hand, since
moving up to the top tier,
UWI have secured some
transfers that have defi-
nitely made them one of
the stronger teams in the
league. In addition to
Harte, the inclusion of
Kishmar Primus, Jomo
Harris, and Ranaldo
Bailey have boosted the

star quality of the side.
The 6:00 PM game fea-

tures a derby between
Notre Dame and Brittons
Hill and fans will be
watching to see how the
youth inclusions in the
Notre Dame side will af-
fect performance. With
names like Antone
Greaves, Omani Leacock,
Marco St. Hill, Jabarry
Nicholls, Shane Mottley
and Akeem Hill all sport-
ing young blood in the
squad, the best will be ex-
pected from them as they
take on a relatively more-
experienced Brittons Hill
who have picked up for-
mer national player
Dwayne Stanford from
Weymouth Wales.
They will also be boast-
ing the 2014 Most
Outstanding Defender
Paul Straughn.

The nightcap game,
which is slated for 8:00
PM, will be pitting last
year’s Banks Division 1
winners Rendezvous FC
and Gall Hill. This one is
almost a no-brainer as
Rendezvous blasted their
way into the premier
league after remaining
unbeaten in league play
since joining in Division
3. With a wealth of expe-
rience in their ranks with
names like Rashida
Jeffrey Williams, Gregory
‘Lalu’ Goodridge, Kerry
Holder, Rommel Burgess,
Carl Joseph, and with
imports in Emerald
George, Romano Snagg
and Miron and Shandel
Samuel, Rendezvous are
looking rather dangerous
ahead of the season.
Gall Hill could very well
be making an exit from
the premier league 
this year as they 
have lost a considerable
amount of their 
starters will no real sub-
stantial replacements
made.

MADRID – Atletico
Madrid blew the La Liga
title race wide open by ex-
tending their unbeaten
run over Real Madrid to
six games this season with
a 4-0 thrashing of the
European champions yes-
terday.

First-half goals from
Tiago and Saul Niguez put
Atletico in command be-
fore Antoine Griezmann
and Mario Mandzukic
sealed a first home league
win over Real since 1999
just after the hour mark.

Atletico have now beaten
their city rivals twice in La
Liga and over two legs in
the Spanish Supercup and
Copa del Rey this season to
bounce back in fine style
from their heartbreaking
loss in the Champions
League final last season.

Real still lead their city
rivals by four points, but
Barcelona can move to
within a point of the lead-
ers should they beat
Athletic Bilbao today.

“It is easy to analyse this
game because Atletico

were better in every facet
of the game: they fought
more, had more quality on
the ball, had better organ-
isation, everything,” said
Real boss Carlo Ancelotti.

“It is the worst game we
have played since I have
been coach.”

Atletico boss Diego
Simeone meanwhile
lauded his players ability
to carry out his gameplan
better than he could ever
have imagined.

“I always insist that the
players are the most im-
portant people.Today their
capacity to understand
what we needed and exe-
cute it was fantastic,” said
the Argentine.

World Player of the Year
Cristiano Ronaldo re-
turned from a two-game
ban, but the visitors were
otherwise depleted with-
out the injured Sergio
Ramos,Pepe,Luka Modric,
James Rodriguez and sus-
pended Marcelo.

Atletico suffered an in-
jury blow of their own after
just 10 minutes when

Spanish international
Koke limped off, but that
curse turned into a bless-
ing as he was replaced by
Saul.

The hosts went in front
on 13 minutes when
Mandzukic laid Juanfran’s
cross from the right into
the path of Tiago on the
edge of the area and the
Portuguese’s low effort had
too much power for Iker
Casillas, who will feel he
should have kept it out.

Four minutes later
Atletico doubled their lead
with a move of real quality
as Guilherme Siqueira
hurtled down the left and
his cross was acrobatically
turned home by Saul with
an overhead kick.

Atletico’s advantage at
the break could have been
even greater as Griezmann
had a goal marginally
ruled out for offside and
strong claims for a penalty
against Sami Khedira
were waved away after he
blocked Diego Godin’s ef-
fort with his hand.

Real offered barely any-

thing as an attacking
threat in the first period
and coach Carlo Ancelotti
responded by introducing
Jese Rodriguez for Khedira
at the break.

However, it made little
impact as Real failed to
muster a single shot on
target during the 90 min-
utes.

Griezmann came close
twice more with a powerful
shot that Casillas parried
before also trying his luck
with an overhead kick that
flew inches over.

The Frenchman did get
the goal his performance
deserved 24 minutes from
time when Saul headed
Arda Turan’s cross back
across goal and he outmus-
cled international team-
mate Raphael Varane to
prod home from a yard out.

And Real’s embarrass-
ment was complete a
minute from time when
substitute Fernando
Torres crossed for
Mandzukic to power home
a header into the far cor-
ner.

Excitement
expected for
league openers

Atletico thrash woeful Real 4-0 in Madrid derby

        



THE work of the Substance
Abuse Foundation’s project
at Verdun House will defi-
nitely be continuing into this
year, after they scored a
record amount of $150 000.00
at the end of the Diamonds
International Charity Golf
Tournament.

With 18 teams of four taking to
the greens at Royal Westmore-
land this past Wednesday, the
annual event,which raises funds
for the operating costs at the St.
John rehabilitation facility, was
deemed a success by Organiser
Pauline Tully.

Speaking to The Barbados
Advocate during the awards ce-
remony after the a beautiful day
on the greens, Tully said that
everything went swimmingly.

“It was a fantastic day! We ex-
ceeded all expectations, and we
had 18 teams out there and four
professional golfers, plus Ian
Woosnam who is an absolute leg-
end.We also had a great turnout
from the Barbados Golf Associa-
tion, and our top three golfers in
Barbados – James Johnson,
Scott Stollmeyer and Julian
Jordan.Everything went accord-
ing to plan: Started on time and
finished within four hours,which
is amazing with so many people
in the course, including begin-

ners and amateurs mixed in with
the professionals. Everything
moved well.” Tully said.

With last year’s tournament
raising $120 000.00, Tully said
that their wildest expectations
were exceeded, as the target of
$100 000.00 were once again sur-
passed.

“The best part of all is that our
target was $100 000.00, but we
actually ended up with some spe-
cial donations.After the wonder-
ful press that we got, we had
some special donations come in,
so we ended up with 
$150 000.00. So we are very
happy about all of that.We could-
n’t be happier,” she said.

With an eye on next year,Tully
revealed that by August this
year, it is expected that the fe-
male facility,Marina House,will
be on stream, and that plans
needed to be put in place for
fundraising for two causes,as op-
posed to one.

“The thing is that next year,
we are going to have two rehabs.
We are going to have the male
and the female. For me, as a
mother of two young girls born
here in Barbados, it is so impor-
tant to have the female rehab,
and I feel that we will be able to
get the support that we need.”
she said. (MP)

Diamonds 
do it big for
Verdun House
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Several of the island’s budding young golfers came out to support the cause. 

First place in the tournament went to the team of Riki Simpson, Rachael Simpson, Les
Hutchinson and Simon Crawford with 93 points. 

Joe Harris (left) got Closest to the Pin at 4’ 11 on the 7th Hole. Tournament Organiser Pauline
Tully is presenting him with his prize while Beale and Lister look on. 

Grantley Cumberbatch (centre) won the prize for Longest Drive
for a shot on the 13th Hole. Here he is flanked by Diamonds
International Sales and Marketing Executive, Adeline Lister, and
Director of Golf at Royal Westmoreland, Roger Beale.
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THE Barbados Surfing
Association held the first
Surfer of the Year (SOTY)
contest at Longbeach last
Saturday, in 3-4 foot
waves. The Divisions con-
tested were Boys and
Girls’ Under 12, Under 16
and Under 18, Open Men,
Open Women, Longboard
and Stand up Paddle.

Barbados’ top surfers
put on an impressive dis-
play of progressive surfing,
with Bruce Mackie wining
the Premiere Men’s Open
Division from younger
brother, Dane Mackie,
while Zander Venezia was
third and Evan Moll

fourth.
Dane Mackie, however,

took the top spot with his
smooth, radical surfing in
the Under 18 Boys’ Divi-
sion, with an ever improv-
ing Dylan Downie taking
the second spot, followed
by Ché Allan, who was
third, and Andrew Rose,
who rounded out the top
four.

In the Boys’ Under 16
Division,Ché Allan contin-
ued his dominance of this
Division taking the win
from another of Barbados’
top junior surfers, Zander
Venezia, while two other
very talented, young
surfers in Jacob Burke and
Caleb Rapson were third
and fourth respectively.

In the Open Women’s
Division, 2014 Division
Champion,Chelsea Roett,
again reined supreme,tak-
ing the win from Olivia
Warden who was second,
and Gabriella Gittens,who
was the only other partic-
ipant in this Division.

Giselle Allan was the
top, junior female surfer
on the day, taking wins in
both the Under-18 Girls’
and the Under-16 Girls’
Divisions. Olivia Warden
took second in the Under
18 Girls’ Division, while
Gabriella Gittens was
third and Roma Bellori
fourth. In the Under 16
Girls’ Division, Gabriela
Gittens would cop the sec-
ond spot from Roma
Bellori, while Olivia
Warden rounded out the
top four.

In the Open Under 12
Division, it was the battle
of the sexes, with Tai
Garrett taking top hon-
ours from two promising,
young girl surfers in
Keilani Talma and Kelsey
Pitcher, who were third
and fourth respectively.

In the Longboard
Division, Bruce Mackie
would take his second win
of the day from talented
junior, long boarder, Jack
de Gruchy, while Craig
Atwell was third.

In the exciting Stand Up
Paddle Division, which
featured four paddlers,
2014 SOTY Champion
and seasoned paddler,
Kevin Talma, was once
again victorious over
Jason Cole, while young
Kobi Talma was third and
Craig Atwell fourth.

The next event on the
Surfing Calendar will be
held at Brandons Beach on
February 28th.

The BSA Kicks Off
The 2015 SOTY
Championship Series

By Michael Phillips

SET E were stopped
dead in their tracks as
they sought to a repeat
win in Combermere’s
inter-house athletics
championships on Fri-
day. Making the most of
the use of the track on
the school's premises,
Set B (Red) blasted
their next-nearest com-
petitors and defending
champions (Maroon)
into second place by
over 100 points.

At the end of the day,
Red, who boast the likes of
Ramarco Thompson, stood
strong on 926.5 points for
the 2015 title, while E fin-
ished with 826. Set D
(Green) were also a ways
behind in third on 701,
while Light Blue (Set F)
racked up 590.5 for fourth.
The two bottom teams
were Set C/Yellow (562)
and Set A/Dark Blue
(551.5).

There were no surprises
when Thompson ended at
the top of the pile in the
boys to take the Victor Lu-
dorum title. Amassing a
total of 77 points, Thomp-
son did his best to ensure
that his legacy would be
felt for some time,and took
away four Gold medals in
Division 1. In addition to
second-place finishes in
the 800 Metre(M), the
Long Jump and the
Javelin, the soft-spoken
speedster put down 10.83
seconds(s) in the 100M,
22.24s in the 200M and
51.31 s in the 400M, with
his other win coming in the
Triple Jump (13.04M).

Giving him a run for the
Victor's title was Set F's

Brandon Louis. The Divi-
sion 3 athlete ended on 76
with just two second-
placed finishes (800M and
Long Jump). Louis proved
valuable for his house and
brought home wins in the
100M (12.73s), the 400M
(59.47s), the 1500M
(6:04.11 minutes), the
3000M (13:20.62 minutes)
and the 200M.

The race was definitely
on amongst the boys and
Nathan Fergusson put in
his bid for the top spot with
71. He helped the Set E
cause with wins in the
400M,High Jump and Tri-
ple Jump,second-place fin-

ishes in the 800M, 200M
and the 100M and Bronzes
in the 1500M and Long
Jump. Set C had a cham-
pion in Division 4 in Davyn
Adamson.

The Youngsters pitched
in with 59 points from a
third place in the 800M, a
second in the 1500M, and
wins in the 100M (14.17s),
the 400M (1:13.75 min-
utes), the 200M (29.95s)
and the Long Jump.

On the female side of
things, Set B's Misha
Nelson ended as Division 3
champion and Victrix
Ludorum with a whopping
90 points. Combermere

can cause some trouble in
the Under-15 Girls cate-
gory at the inter-school
level with this one, as the
youngster pulled off a
third place in the 200M,
second in the High Jump
and Long Jump, and won
the 400M, 800M, 3000M,
1500M, Triple Jump, and
Shot Putt.

Nelson's nearest compe-
tition came from Set B
team-mate Diamond
Grimes (81),who stayed in
the ones and twos. Taking
Silver in the 800M,
1500M, the High Jump
and Triple Jump, she won
the 100M, 200M, 400M

and the Long Jump in
Division 2.

The Division 4 title went
to Vanessa Grimes of Set C
and she racked up 28
points from wins in the
100M (14.81s) and the
200M (30.30s) and a sec-
ond-place finish in the
Long Jump (3.60M).

The Division 1 title went
to Set E's Akelia Knight
(72), and she put down an
amazing performance with
wins in the 100M (13.37s),
the 400M (1:06.97), the
800M (2:58.40), the 1500
(6:07.83), the 3000M
(12:26.63) and the 200M
(27.10s).

Set E denied title by Set B at Waterford

Ramarco Thompson of Set B  winning the U-20 Boys
200m.

Ashlee Lowe coming in first for Red House in the U-
15 Girls 4x100m.

Akeila Knight of Set E  took first place ahead of Set F’s Shaniqua Quinton  in the U-20 Girls 200m.

      



AUSTRIAN Bernd
Wiesberger will take a
two-shot lead into the final
round of the Malaysian
Open after firing the low-
est score of his European
Tour career at the Kuala
Lumpur Golf & Country
Club yesterday.

Wiesberger, who had
top-six finishes in the
three Desert Swing events,
continued his rich vein of

form and birdied the first
five holes in a sparkling 63
to lead Spaniard Alejandro
Canizares (68) by two
shots at 17-under 199.

“I caught up with the
leaders early, which was
good,and finished off well,”
said Wiesberger who fin-
ished the penultimate
round with a hat-trick of
birdies.

“It was a great day for
me. This is my European
Tour record – I’ve never
shot a 63,” said the 29-
year-old, seeking his third
European Tour title and
first since 2012.

“If I keep playing like
this then I have a good
chance to take this home,
but tomorrow is another
day and anything can hap-
pen. I’ll try and rest it up
and give myself a chance
on Sunday.”

Canizares bogeyed the
sixth hole to surrender
lead and had an eagle-
birdie-bogey finish to his
round.

“It was fun, playing
alongside these guys is al-
ways fun,”he said.“I made
more mistakes than the
previous days but I’m
quite happy I made a two
on 16 with a wedge.

Defending champion
Lee Westwood birdied the
last two holes for a 69 to lie
one shot behind Canizares
and India’sAnirban Lahiri
fired 10 unanswered
birdies in the day’s lowest
round of 62 to lie fifth on 12
under.

KRAKOW, Poland –
Russia took a 2-0 lead
over Poland in the first
round of the Fed Cup yes-
terday after Maria
Sharapova and Svetlana
Kuznetsova took turns
beating the Radwanska
sisters.

Kuznetsova started by
defeating Agnieszka
Radwanska 6-4, 2-6, 6-2
and Sharapova followed
up with an easy 6-0, 6-3
win over younger sister
Urszula Radwanska to
give Russia a command-
ing lead in its first ever
Fed Cup meeting with
Poland.

The eighth-ranked
Agnieszka Radwanska
was broken twice in the
final set in her hometown
of Krakow as Kuznetsova
wrapped up the win in 2
hours, 15 minutes in front
of a crowd of some 15,000.

Both players struggled
to hold serve in the first
two sets, which featured
a combined nine breaks.

“It was a great match,
much tougher that that
the results of the sets
would suggest,”
Kuznetsova said. “The sit-
uation changed many
times. In the second set I
lost some of the concen-

tration, but I won impor-
tant exchanges in the
third.”

On Sunday, Agnieszka
Radwanska plays
Sharapova and Urszula

plays Kuznetsova, fol-
lowed by a doubles match
if necessary.

TOKYO – The decision
on which and how
many new sports will
be added to the slate
for the Tokyo 2020
Summer Olympics will
be determined next
year, just before the
start of the Rio Games,
IOC Vice President
John Coates said yes-
terday.

Programme changes ap-
proved by the IOC late last
year allow it to bring in
more sports and cut some
events as it works to keep
the Olympics relevant to
spectators and sponsors,
with baseball and softball
– out of the Games since
Beijing in 2008 – believed
to be prime contenders.

Coates, in Tokyo for a re-
view of preparations for
the 2020 Games, laid out a
timetable that included
setting assessment crite-
ria for proposed sports by
April this year, and then
go to an IOC session for
determination just before
the start of the Rio
Olympics in August 2016.

The decision would take
into consideration things
such as cost, popularity
with youth, how many
countries take part in the
sport and a balance in gen-

der participation, Coates
told a news conference,but
declined to say how many
sports would be selected.

“I can’t tell you whether
one, two, three, four, what-
ever number of events will
be recommended ulti-
mately, because that’s
going to be largely depend-
ent on the composition of
the events,”he said,noting
that this would be on top
of more than 10,000 ath-
letes and 304-310 events
already specified.

“If there are team events
involved, there’s going to
be more athletes involved.
If there weren’t team
events involved, there
could be a combination of
other sports. We don’t
want to rule out any com-
bination.”

Besides baseball and
softball, which are popu-
lar in Japan, karate and
squash have been men-
tioned in Japanese media
as potential candidates for
inclusion.

Billiards and snooker
said last month that they
also want a spot in the
2020 games.

Coates said the IOC was
pleased with the progress
Tokyo has made prepar-
ing for the Games but said

that a number of venues
were still under consider-
ation, with particular at-
tention being paid to costs
according to sweeping
Olympics reforms carried
out last year under IOC
President Thomas Bach.

Tokyo won the Olympics
over Madrid and Istanbul
with promises of a safe
and compact games, but
the emphasis on lowering
costs has led the IOC to
urge the use of some exist-
ing venues even if they are
farther away.

Coates said he remained
sure of security even after
Islamic militants recently

said they had beheaded
two Japanese hostages
and threatened Japan and
Japanese, prompting a
widespread beefing up of
security around the na-
tion.

“In all of this we con-
tinue to have the utmost
faith and respect in the
government of Japan pri-
marily being able to ad-
dress the security for the
games,” he said.

“Those assurances were
given and accepted at the
time of the bid. We main-
tain full confidence in the
ability of the government
to provide security.”
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IOC Vice President John Coates 

Maria Sharapova of Russia shouts during her match against Urszula
Radwanska of Poland.

GENEVA – Switzerland’s
Stan Wawrinka said
Thursday he and Roger
Federer will decide this
week whether to compete
in the upcoming Davis
Cup first round tie in
Belgium.

“We’re currently dis-
cussing it with Roger
(Federer) and Severin
(Luethi, captain),”
Wawrinka said on
Thursday.

Swiss Tennis
Federation president
Rene Stammbach has put
the chances of the pair
competing in the first
round tie as “below 25per-
cent”.

Wawrinka and Federer

helped Switzerland lift
their first ever Davis Cup
title against France in
Lille last November. The
Swiss open their title de-
fence against Belgium in
Liege from March 6-8.

“My objective for this
season is to qualify for the
London Masters. I know
that I’m capable but I
know how difficult it is,”
said Wawrinka, who was
beaten in the semi-finals
of the Australian Open to
eventual winner Novak
Djokovic.

Wawrinka, the 2014
Australian Open cham-
pion, has fallen from
fourth to ninth in the ATP
rankings.

New sports for
Tokyo Games to
be decided in
2016, says IOC

Russia takes 2-0
lead over Poland
in 1st round of
Fed Cup

Wawrinka, Federer
ponder Davis Cup
participation

In-form Wiesberger
goes two shots clear
in Kuala Lumpur

 



SECOND-GENERA-
TION British motor
sport competitors,
brothers Oliver and
Philip Hopkins, will
both compete in Sol
Rally Barbados 2015
(May 29-31), when the
Barbados Rally Club
(BRC) celebrates the
25th Anniversary of its
first International All-
Stage Rally . . . but they
will not be sitting in the
same car.

Philip is already con-
firmed as co-driver in Kevin
Procter’s Subaru Impreza
WRC S7, in which the pair
finished seventh overall and
second in WRC-2 last year;
younger brother Oliver will
campaign his Hopkins
Motorsport/Dan Cuff Motor
Engineering Mitsubishi
Lancer Evo VI in Group A,
with co-driver Ashley
Trimble.

The family’s involvement
in motor sport – and the
basis of the family business,
too – goes back more than
30 years, when father Reg
competed in The European
Truck Racing Champion-
ship.While he raced across
Europe, often away from
home for weeks at a time,he
realised how much of a
team’s budget could be
saved by replacing expen-
sive hotels and the cost of
feeding personnel at race
circuits with a purpose-built
vehicle.

From their first trans-
porter,designed to move the
racing truck and ancillary
equipment and to provide
accommodation and cater-
ing for 10 people,the family
business Hopkins
Motorsport has developed
into one of the leading sup-
pliers of bespoke trans-
porters and hospitality
units in British and
European motor sport.

While elder brother
Philip raced from 1993 in
Formula Ford, then in
Formula 3 and GTs, with
the Bristol-based family
creating the transporter
necessary to suit each rac-
ing programme, Oliver has
only recently started to
compete: “I always played
younger brother to Philip,
before I started competing
in 2013. I started rallying
with Philip as my navigator,
and we won our third-ever
rally, a single venue event.”

Shortly after, the broth-
ers competed in a tarmac
event on the notorious high-
speed Epynt Ranges in
Wales,where things did not
go so well. Oliver explains:
“On stage two,we developed
a misfire and, as a result of
losing concentration and,
with limited experience,we
rolled four times.Webought

a second Evo, with a large
spares package to help re-
build our original car.
During the rebuild I drove
the new Evo on the Regency
Stages and finished third
overall.”

Oliver went back to the
venue last year to lay the
ghost of his huge accident:
“With the old car rebuilt, I
returned for the Tour of
Epynt, just to conquer my
fear. I wanted to go and fin-
ish and, with co-driver
David Tortoishell, we did –
49th overall.”

In 2014, Ashley Trimble
joined Oliver as co-driver,
since when top 10 finishes
have become the norm.
Trimble’s background in-
cludes victory in the 2009
Yokohama 205 Challenge
as co-driver to Russ
Thompson, the runner-up
spot in the 2009 MSA REIS
Asphalt Rally
Championship sitting with
Graham Hollis,and a string
of overall wins with drivers
including Ford Escort aces
Simon Mauger and Mark
Solloway.

With both Evos now run-
ning, the Hopkins brothers
competed on the recent
Brean Stages (January
24/25), a single-venue tar-
mac event in Somerset,
Philip finishing seventh
and Oliver 10th.All was not
plain sailing, though, as
Oliver explains: “Day one
was very challenging, with
fierce competition and a
very damp slippy course.On
stage five we clipped a con-
crete barrel, which bent a
rear wishbone.This slowed
us down,as the car was now
fantastic on right-hand
bends, but sketchy on left-

handers. With a new wish-
bone, day two was better,
until we snapped a front
drive-shaft on stage 11,
when we were eighth.
Despite the time lost on the
final stage,we finished 10th
overall.”
Bird chasing hat-trick
live on-line

Double Sol Rally
Barbados winner Paul Bird
is chasing a hat-trick of
wins on the Legend Fires
North West Stages Rally,
being contested in and
around the famous British
seaside resort of Blackpool
last Friday and yesterday.
Co-driver in his Ford Focus
WRC08 this weekend will
be Andrew Roughhead.

As the winner for the last
two years, when his co-
driver was Barbados regu-
lar Aled Davies, ‘Birdy’ is
seeded at one,with another
long-term supporter of Sol
RB,Kevin Procter,at two in
his Subaru Impreza S7, co-
driven this year by Ian
Jackson. Procter won the
event in 2011, with Dave
Bellerby in the co-driver’s
seat.Rally fans will be able
to watch live stage action
on-line from Blackpool in
what is said to be the first
initiative of its kind in
British club rallying;motor
sport specialists AMGTV
will broadcast a live stream
on both days,available by a
view on demand option
through the AMGTV web
site (www.amgtv.co.uk).

When the Red Kite
Stages launched the UK
Historic rallying season last
Sunday (February 1), Sol
RB competitors Rupert
Lomax (Ford Escort MkII)
and Steve Perez (Lancia

Stratos) each finished sec-
ond in class, Lomax also an
impressive ninth overall.
Perez finished 27th, the icy

conditions less than ideal
for his iconic rear-engined
machine. Warren
Philliskirk, who will tackle
Sol RB for the first time this
year, was 15th in his Ford

Escort RS1800, finishing
fifth in class,while brothers
Phil and Mick Squires
(Escort MkII) finished 
32nd and third in 
class.
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British brothers for SOL Rally Barbados
Bird chasing hat-trick on North West Stages live online

OVER 30 karters are set
to descend on the Bushy
Park Racing Circuit today,
Sunday February 8th for
the opening event of the
Barbados Karting
Association 2015 Frutee
Championships.

With the first round of
action sponsored by Surf
Shak they are seven
classes expected to be con-
tested over the course of
the day.

Nicholas Gill is expected
to start his title defence
after a close finish last
year. However one will
have to wait and see what
class he decides to compete
in.

The introduction of
three Easy Kart Classes

this year has attracted
more drivers who are sure
to thrill fans with some
fantastic racing at the St.
Philip facility.

The classes expected to
be contested are Easy Kart
60cc, Yamaha Sportsman
270, Easy Kart 100 jun-
iors, Yamaha 310, Parilla
X 30, Easy Kart 125 lights
and the 125 Shifters.

The opening round is
sure to set tongues wag-
ging as a number of new
and returning drivers are
sure to be suiting up for
action. There is also ex-
pected to be some move-
ment of drivers across the
classes.

Racing is expected to
start at 10 a.m.

Karting kicks off
today at Bushy Park 

      

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77055&ReturnUrl=http://www.amgtv.co.uk
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WITH two batsmen occupying
the top two spots in the bat-
ting rankings and one in the
top three of the bowling rank-
ings, South Africa is one of the
teams to look out for heading
into the ICC Cricket World
Cup.

Currently ranked at number
three int he team rankings,
South Africa is said to be one of
the favourites to go all the way
in the tournament.

A world record performance
by AB de Villers dominated the
headlines and he sits at the top
of the batting rankings. De
Villers has played 179 ODI
matches and amassed 7459
runs at an average of 52.16
having scored 19 centuries and
43 half centuries. He is joined
by Hashim Amla who sits at
number two with some impres-
sive and consistent perform-
ances which saw him reaching
his half centuries almost each
time he took to the middle.
Amla has played 107 ODi
matches and scored 5359 runs
at an average of 56.41. He has
scored 19 centuries and 27 half
centuries. These two formida-
ble batsmen at the top can be
devastating to the opposition.

Quinton de Kock is at num-
ber 10 in the batting rankings
to help boost the batting.

Newcomer to the team Rilee
Rossouw has shown his form
in the game having scored his
first century in the series with
the West Indies. Then they are
topped off by the hard hitting
lower order batsman David
Miller.

With their strong batting,
South Africa also has a formi-
dable bowling attack which is
slated to be led by Dale Steyn
who sits at number three in the
bowling rankings. He has
proven to be consistent over
the years and has not dropped
off in pace which he adds to his
aggression and control at the
front end of the bowling. Morne
Morkel has been generating
some good bounce with the
good use of his height. The
pitches at the world cup is ex-
pected to favour the fast
bowlers. Imran Tahir is ex-
pected to be injected as the spe-
cialist spinner in the team.

South Africa will be in Zone
B along with India, West
Indies, Pakistan, Ireland,
United Aran Emirates and
Zimbabwe. (CG)

THE final subscription for The
XXXIV Sandy Lane Barbados
Gold Cup (GR.1. - INT - Bar)
scheduled to be run on Saturday
7 March, 2015, closed last
Friday, and 12 horses have been
nominated.

Kenneth and Sarah Ramsey,
from the United States, who last
year won the event with the 8-
year-old gelding Major Marvel,
will be back to try and win back-
to-back Gold Cups.

This year they have a three
prong attack, as they have nom-
inated, Coalport, Gentleman’s
Kitty and Sayler’s Creek.

Sir David Seale, will be look-
ing to win his seventh Gold Cup,
and the eighth for the Hopefield
Barn, as his wife, Lady Anne
Seale, has also won a Gold Cup.

This year, Sir David, has also
nominated three horses,
Aristodemus, Daunting David,
and Marcus Antonius.

Also nominated from over-

seas, is Indiano Jones, who will
fly the colours of Lewin
Godding.

Aysha Syndicate, who has
also won a Gold Cup, will be try-
ing to add another to his cabi-
net, as he has nominated the
classy, Just A Fashion.

Bill and Hayley Blevins, have
nominated Giovedi, and they
will be looking to add a Gold
Cup to their other collections of
trophies.

It is extremely encouraging to
see that local breeding has
reached the stage where three
creoles have been nominated to
run in the Gold Cup this year,
they are:

Sirius Black. owned by David
Bynoe, Stephen Walcott, and
Marina Corbin.

Noble Intent, owned by John
D. Chandler.

Knight Rider, owned by Gay
Smith, who will be hoping he
can add a fourth Gold Cup to

her collection.

12 NOMINATED FOR THE XIII TAN-
GLEWOOD STAKES & TROPHY

12 horses have also been nomi-
nated for the XII Tanglewwod Stakes
& Trophy (GR. 1R. - BAR), and which
is one of two supporting feature races
to be run on Gold Cup Day, they are:

Cinnamon Jane, Corvette, High
Tide, In The Pink, Janak’s Gold, Knight
Rider, who is double entered, Nekitta,
Ninepoint Six-Nine, Noble Intent, who
is also double entered, Vanity Affair,
Voldermort and Zoom.

EIGHT NOMINATED FOR THE XII
SANDY LANE SPA SPRINT STAKES &
TROPHY

Eight horse have been nominated
for the XII Sandy Lane Spa Sprint
Stakes & Trophy (GR.1. - BAR), the
second supporting feature on Gold
Cup day, and they are: A.P. Vincero,
Iamsogroovy, Intrepid Dancer,
Joshua, Markos, Shared Adventure,
Vitality, and Wild Cat tea. (CH)

By Petra Gooding

NATIONAL Sports
Personality of the Year
Akela Jones continues to
make waves in the Big 12
and NCAA Division One.

Jones was earlier this week
named as the Big 12 Indoor
Track and Field Female Athlete
of the Week for her record set-
ting win in the Women’s
Pentathlon at the Jayhawk
Classic. The Kansas State
University athlete scored a per-
sonal best 4402 points, a facility
record and good enough to put
her fifth in the IAAF world
rankings.

The powerfully-built six-
footer won all but one of the
events contested. She won the
60 metres in 8.21 seconds, the
High Jump with 1.82 metres,
the Long Jump with 6.38 me-
tres and the Shot Putt with
12.78 metres. She finished
fourth in the 800 metres in
2:34.75.

The Springer Memorial
alumna is also ranked among
the top 15 performances
recorded in the Big 12 and

NCAA Division One in the
Pentathlon, Long Jump, 60
metre hurdles and High Jump.

She is ranked second in
NCAA Division One and first
among the Big 12 schools in the
Pentathlon. In the Long Jump
her leap of 6.38 metres puts her
sixth in the NCAA Division One
and first in the Big 12. She
ranks third in the 60 m hurdles
with a personal best 8.17 sec-
onds and first among the Big 12
schools. She is currently 13th in
the High Jump and first among
Big 12 athletes in the High
Jump.

Team mate Sonia Gaskin is
also making waves of her own.
Gaskin, a former athlete for
Parkinson Memorial Secondary,
is ranked third in the Big 12 and
13th among Division One ath-
letes in the 800 metres with a
time of 2:06.66. She is also a
member of the schools’ 4x400
metres relay team that is cur-
rently ranked fifth in Division
One and second in the Big 12
with a time of 3:35.13.

Althia Maximilien’s Missouri
State is currently ranked fourth
in the Big 12 in the 4x400 metre
relay with 3:44.10.

S. Africa favourites
for World Cup 12 Horses nominated for

the XXXIV Sandy Lane
Barbados Gold Cup

Jones ranks in top
ten in four NCAA
Division 1 events

Akela Jones
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THE National Football
League and its players
union argued in court
on Friday over
whether the child
abuse-related suspen-
sion of the league’s
2012 most valuable
player Adrian
Peterson of the
Minnesota Vikings
should be overturned.

U.S. District Judge
David Doty said he would
rule at a later date in the
NFL Players Association
challenge to the suspen-
sion of Peterson, which
was handed down Nov. 18.

“I feel like I got a fair
hearing today and I really
appreciate all the support
from my fans,” Peterson
said outside the court-
house. “It feels good to be
in Minnesota.”

A Texas grand jury in-
dicted Peterson last
September on felony child
abuse charges after he
whipped his 4-year-old
son with a switch, a thin
tree branch with its leaves
removed.

He was placed on the
Commissioner’s Exempt
List, taking him off the
field with pay until his

legal issues were settled.
After pleading no contest
to a lesser charge on Nov.
4, the NFL suspended him
without pay until at least
April 15.

Peterson’s suspension
was upheld on Dec. 12 by
arbitrator Harold
Henderson, but the union
feels Henderson, a former
NFL executive hand-
picked by Commissioner
Roger Goodell to hear the
case, was not impartial.

“He’s not in any way
neutral,” attorney Jeffrey
Kessler, who represents
the union, told Doty.

The union also believes
Peterson was unfairly dis-
ciplined by the NFL since
the incident with his son
occurred in May – before
the league’s new personal
conduct policy was un-
veiled.

The tougher policy,
which NFL owners unan-
imously endorsed on Dec.
10, includes specific crite-
ria on paid leave for people
charged with a violent
crime, including domestic
violence, sexual assault or
child abuse.

Daniel Nash, an attor-
ney representing the

NFL, told Doty retroactiv-
ity was “a red herring”and
Goodell had the authority
to impose the suspension.
Henderson heard the evi-
dence and found
Peterson’s suspension fair
and consistent, he said.

Should Doty rule in
favor of the NFL,Peterson
could take the case to the
8th Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals.

Peterson, a six-time Pro
Bowler, will be 30 years
old next month and it is
unclear whether the
Vikings will want him
back or have the eight-
year NFL veteran hit the
open market. Free agency
begins March 10 in the
NFL.

When asked by a re-
porter if he wanted to re-
turn to the Vikings,
Peterson replied, “Of
course.”

The NFL fined Peterson
$4.1 million, or six weeks’
pay, from his $11.75 mil-
lion salary last season.His
contract runs through the
2017 season, including
$12.75 million for the up-
coming campaign, but
there is no guaranteed
money remaining.

NFL, players union
spar in court over
Peterson suspension

Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson autographs a dollar bill as he
leaves the U.S. District Courthouse with his wife Ashley Brown Peterson

     



FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or Profes-
sional services

Located in Strathclyde (near 
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate 
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to 
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

Be A Home Owner Now!

House and Land packages avail-
able. Choose your house design 
and size. 

*Athur Seat - St. Thomas from 
$295,000.00

*Pilgrim Place - Ch. Ch. from 
$340,000.00

Don’t delay contact us today.

Tel:230-5346
Email

rbesproman@gmail.com

IN MEMORIAM

SAMUEL DA COSTA
JACKMAN

Late of #63 Orange Hill Develop-
ment, Phase 2, St. James

(Formerly of 1st Street, Hole-
town, St.James)

3 years has gone since that sad 
day, the one we love has passed 
away. Little did we know that 
morning that God would call him 
home. In life we loved him 
dearly. In death we do the same.

Sisters - Norine & Rosalind
Niece - Nakita Skinner
Nephews - Mark & Tre Skinner
Haynes, Hope & Jackman fami-
lies, relatives and other friends.

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON WEDNESDAY 11/02/15 
THE FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
ANDWORKING VEHICLES:

2013 YAMAHA FAZER Motor-
cycle, 2011 YAMAHA FAZER 
Motorcycle, 2008 KIA CAR-
ENS, 2002 MITSUBISHI 
LANCER at Jones Garage at 
1:15 pm

2004 NISSAN ALMERA,
2004 DAIHATSU CHARADE 
MOKE at Downes Autobody at 
1:45 pm

2013 SUZUKI SWIFT at Simp-
son Motors at 2:15 pm

2003 NISSAN SUNNY at Cham-
pion Auto at 2:30 pm

Terms Cash. Paul A. Edwards.
Tel: 245-2994

AUCTION SALES

CARL HOLLIGAN 
GRADUATE OF THE OHIO 
SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON THURSDAY 12/02/2015 
THE FOLLOWING WORKING &  
DAMAGED VEHICLES :- 

ONE 2012 YAMAHA CRYPTON 
at Star Products at 1:30pm

ONE 2004 NISSAN SUNNY, 
ONE 2001 HONDA CIVIC, ONE 
1999 TOYOTA LITE ACE VAN 
at Gabriel Downes Garage at 
1:50pm

ONE 2011 SUZUKI APV VAN, 
ONE 1997 TOYOTA SPRINTER
at Skinny Auto at 2:35pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 233-1818/ 247-2906

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 09/02/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

1994 TOYOTA STARLET, 2002 
TOYOTA COROLLA at ICBL
Crash lot at 1:15pm

2009 SUZUKI APV VAN at
Downes Auto  at 1:45pm

CALL:231-1928

Executive Imports & Auctions 
will offer for sale :

1 damaged 2007 Audi TT and 
Flatbed Isuzu Truck on Friday 
February 13, 2015, 11 a.m. at 
Lynch Automotive, Vacluse Fac-
tory, St. Thomas

TEL:844-7824

AUCTION SALES

AUCTION 
SALE

On Instructions Received
We shall offer for sale by 

public auction
A selection of Furniture, 

Collectibles 
and Household Items, 

On Saturday 14th 
February, 2015

At Graeme Hall Park, Ch Ch.
Viewing from 9:00 AM

Auction begins at 10:00 AM

Directions: Due to road works 
in the area, turn off the south 
coast road at the second left af-
ter the Top Rock Round-About 
and Shell Gas Station. Follow 
road up the hill past the Maxwell 
Hill turn off and take the next 
right into Graeme Hall Park.  Fol-
low road around to the T junction 
and turn right.  Go straight and 
follow signs, turn right at first 
corner, the sale is on top of the 
drive.  Signs will be posted from 
the coast road.

MAHOGANY FURNITURE: Un-
usual Carved Bar, Sideboard 
with Flaps, Drawers and Doors, 
Oval Extension Dining Table on 
Cabriole Legs with Two Leaves, 
Six Caned Bottom Dining Chairs, 
Carved Tea Trolley. Antique
Style Card Table on Turned 
Reeded Legs with Drawer, Fold-
ing X Frame Armchair with 
Leather Seat, Desk with Draw-
ers, Caned Rocker, Carved Chi-
nese Coffee Table, French Pro-
vincial Style Cabinet with Wire 
Grills, Pair Wood and Leather 
Armchairs, Pair Black Leather 
Armchairs, Carved Oriental 
Trunk, Single Pedestal Desk, Six 
Drawer Upright Cabinet with 
Carved Fronts.
FURNITURE: Teak Gentleman’s
Dresser with Lift Up Mirror Top, 
Childs Rush Chair, Pull Out 
Queen Size Sofa Bed, Matching 
Bedroom Suite Comprising Dou-
ble Bed, Pr Bedside Tables, 
Dresser with Mirror, Rattan 
Rocker, Cheval Mirror, Com-
puter Table, Turned Leg Side 
Table, Tall Bookcases with 
Drawers below & some with 
Doors , Decorated TV Tables in 
Stands, Chest Of Drawers, 
Large Old Trunk, Lg. Blue Up-
holstered Couch, Small Trolley,
Pr Wicker Armchairs, Metal and 
Wicker Folding Bridge Table, 
Folding Metal and Wicker 
Chairs.
CRYSTAL: Tall Etched Water 
Pitcher Set of Heavy Cut Wine, 
Champagne, Port, Sherry and 
Liquor Glasses, Decanter with 
Sterling Top, Etched Bell, Heavy 
Bowls, Desert Dishes.
SILVER PLATE: Entree Dishes, 
Gallery Trays, Lg. Covered Dish 
and Warmer with Stand and 
Burner, Champagne Cooler , 
Bell, Pepper and Salts, Casse-
role Stands and Dishes, Bonbon 
Dishes, Sugar and Creamer, 
Queen Anne Tea and Coffee Set 
on Tray, Ice Tongs, Sets Wine 
and Champagne Glasses, Wine 
Bottle Holder, Egg Cup Holder,
Large Cocktail Shaker with Han-
dle, 12 Coasters.
STERLING SILVER: Bell, Tea 
Strainer on Legs, Condiment Set 
with Blue Glass Liners, Gravy 
Boat, Silver Articulated Fish.
ELECTRICALS: Whirlpool Side 

AUCTION SALES
By Side Fridge, Crosley Upright 
Freezer, Crockpot, Rice Cooker, 
Oster Mix Masters, Braun and 
Hamilton Beach Juicers, Lasko 
Standing Fans, Twenty Two Cup 
Coffee Percolator,
Tappan Gas Stove with Top and 
Bottom Ovens, Numerous 
Kitchen Aids, CD Cabinet, Sharp 
Stereo Set, JVC Turn Table, 
LP's, X Bass 450 Watt Speak-
ers, RCA Satellite Dish, Exercise 
Bike, Nikon Cool Pix P520 Cam-
era with Extra Flash and Bag.
COLLECTABLES: Pair Large 
Heavy Brass Chinese Lamps,
Crystal Compote on Ornate 
Stand, Turkish Coffee Set with 
Silver Holders Tray and Spoons, 
Fielding Babb Painting 1981 of 
Old Houses, Mahogany Carved 
Figurines, Brass Turkish Coffee 
Pot, Lg Chinese Vase, Copper 
Steel Pan, Large Collection Of 
Brass and Copper Plates and 
Plaques, Brass Dragon Fly, 
Framed Trinidad Butterflies, Lg. 
Hand Beaten Brass bowl, Spode 
Blanc de Chine Dinner and Cof-
fee Set in Blue and White, Gold 
and White Bavarian Tea Set, 
Tall White Glass Compote, 
Japanese Dinner Set with Saki 
Bowls, Soup Bowls and 
Spoons, Platters and Tureens, 
Earth Works Bowls, Soufflé 
Dishes, Venetian Blue and Gold 
Glass Candelabra, Lg. Chinese 
Soup Tureen, Royal Rose Din-
ner and Coffee Service, Wedge-
wood Blue and gold Demitasse 
Cups, Etched Wine Glasses, 
Gold Rim Mother of Pearl Coat-
ers, Gourd Shape Wine De-
canter, Colored Glass Wine 
Tasters, China and Glass Crab 
Backs, Lg. Punch Bowl and 
Cups, Fondue and Burner, Fine 
Persian Carpet in Reds Blue 
and Cream approx 10'6" x 8'.
HOUSEWARES: Stainless Steel 
Cookware, Iron Skillet and 
Cover, Wok, Stepstool, Wine 
Rack, Baking and Roasting 
Pans, Pyrex Ware, Large Assort-
ment of Candles, Collection of 
Liquor. Lots of different Potted 
Plants, Interesting Books, Linen 
and lots more.
All items must be paid for and 
removed on the day of sale. 

Terms strictly cash.
ANDY TEMPRO
AUCTIONEER

T:427-8356

JOB SEEKERS
YOUNG LADY SEEKS a job as 

a housekeeper. Available to 
work Monday-Friday.

Call: 249-8543

NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874
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CHELSEA extended
their lead at the top of
the table to seven
points after seeing off
an Aston Villa team
who finally ended
their Premier League
goal drought after 11
hours.

With nearest rivals
Manchester City held at
home by Hull, Branislav
Ivanovic’s winner secured
a vital victory for the
leaders.

Villa, who had not
scored in the league since
20 December, responded
well after falling behind
to Eden Hazard’s early
goal and levelled through
Jores Okore’s header at
the start of the second
half.

But Ivanovic restored
the Blues’ advantage
after 66 minutes and
they went on to secure
Jose Mourinho’s first win
at Villa Park at the sixth
attempt.

The spirit Villa showed
in defeat will be scant
consolation for Paul
Lambert’s struggling
side, whose winless run
now stands at nine
league games, but it
appeared they were
heading for a far worse
defeat when Hazard
opened the scoring after
eight minutes.

That goal was scored
far too easily from Villa’s
point of view, with their
defence being carved
apart as Oscar escaped
down the right and fed
Willian, who found
Hazard running into the
area to slot home.

Villa’s main tactic in
Lambert’s 100th league
game in charge seemed to
be to fire a succession of
crosses into the box,
despite that fact their
out-of-form target man
Christian Benteke was
dropped to the bench and
Gabriel Agbonlahor did
not offer much of an
aerial threat in his place.

Blues keeper Thibaut
Courtois gave them hope
when he flapped at a
couple of deliveries but
Chelsea remained
comfortable and even
created further chances
to extend their lead.

That all changed after
half-time, when Villa
finally found a way to
hurt Mourinho’s men.

Carles Gil had already
shown some neat touches
before slipping past
Oscar on the by-line and
lifting in a perfect pass
for Okore to power home
a downward header.

The goal brought wild
celebrations from Villa’s
players and fans - with
Okore booked for running
into a crowd, who had not
seen a league goal from
their side since 20
December.

Ironic chants of “we
score when we want”
followed from the home

supporters and with
Chelsea pegged back in
their own half, for a few
minutes it least, it
appeared more might
follow.

Not for the first time
this season, the Blues
found themselves in a
battle, but they
responded in perfect
fashion.

Mourinho’s men held
firm at the back and
began to build their own
spell of pressure. Willian
sent two shots skidding
narrowly wide but the
waves of Chelsea attacks
were becoming relentless.

Villa cracked after 66
minutes, when they
failed to deal with Cesar
Azpilicueta’s run and
cross into the area.

The ball broke for
Ivanovic on the edge of
the box, who fizzed an
unstoppable first-time
shot into the top corner.

NOTICES

NOTICES NOTICES

OBITUARIES

JOHN STANLEY
WINSTON MARSHALL

Aged 85, late of “Glowin” Black 
Rock, St Michael, retired Chief 
Engineer Barbados Rediffusion, 
member of Buxtonian Boys and 
Laymen’s League..
Husband of the late Gloria Mar-
shall.
Father of Lisa and Rachel Mar-
shall.
Brother of Olive Babb (U.S.A).
Uncle of Will Domingo (U.S.A)
Friend of Doreen Grant, Ru-
dolph Knight (U.S.A), Mike Wil-
liams, Colin Arthur, Scottie Hay-
nes and Eric Blunt.
Cousin of Marjorie Kellman and 
Thora Moore.
the funeral of the late John Stan-
ley Winston Marshall leaves the 
Belmont Funeral Home on
Tuesday, 10th February at 1:30 
p.m. for the Sharon Moravian 
Church, where relatives and 
friends are asked to meet at 3:00 
p.m. for the service.
Cremation will follow at a later 
date. The organist and members 
of the choir are kindly asked to 
attend. Viewing of the Body will 
take place at the Belmont Fu-
neral Home on Monday from 
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
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Chelsea win to move seven points clear
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ATLANTA – The
Atlanta Hawks
climbed back to the
top of the NBA stand-
ings by leaning on
their depth.

Jeff Teague scored 23
points and the Atlanta
Hawks overcame Golden
State’s one-two back-
court punch with bal-
ance, beating the
Warriors 124-116 on
Friday night in a show-
down between the NBA’s
two conference leaders.
Seven Hawks scored in
double figures.

“I think we share the
ball more than they do,”
said Atlanta’s Dennis
Schroder, who had nine
points and seven assists
off the bench. “I think
that’s why we won the
game tonight.”

The anticipated

matchup did not disap-
point. It was tied 52-all
at halftime and Atlanta
led by four entering the
final period.

Back-to-back 3-point-
ers by Mike Scott and
Kyle Korver, who each
had 17 points, helped
stretch the lead.

The Hawks (42-9, .824)
passed the Warriors (39-
9, .813) for the league’s
best record.

It was tempting for all
– with the possible excep-
tion of Hawks coach Mike
Budenholzer – to view
the game as a possible
NBA finals preview.

“I don’t think one bit
about that,” Budenholzer
said without a smile after
the game.

The Warriors leaned on
their one-two punch of
Klay Thompson, who had

29 points, and Stephen
Curry, who had 26 with
nine assists. Golden
State had only two other
scorers in double figures.

Al Horford had 12
points and 14 rebounds,
despite playing only
eight minutes in the sec-
ond half due to foul trou-
ble, and Paul Millsap had
21.

Nine of the 11 points
Teague scored in the final
frame came on free
throws.

“They were good,” said
Warriors coach Steve
Kerr. “They were better
than us. We broke down
defensively. They had a
lot to do with that be-
cause of the way they
stretch you out.”

Atlanta led 100-90
with 8:32 remaining.
Golden State cut it to six

points when Horford was
charged with an offensive
foul – his fifth. Horford
drew a technical when
protesting the call. He

had to leave the game,
just as he did with 8:21
remaining in the third,
when he drew his fourth
foul, also on a charge.

Less than three min-
utes later, Golden State’s
Draymond Green drew a
technical for arguing a
foul call.

Hawks use balance to win showdown with
Warriors, 124-116

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) reacts after a foul in the 2nd.

     



54 • Sunday February 8, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) –
George Hill was just
looking to get to the
free throw line when he
heaved up an awkward
3-pointer. Instead, he
put his Pacers in posi-
tion to end the Cava-
liers’ winning streak.

C.J. Miles scored 26
points, Hill converted a
key four-point play and the
Indiana Pacers ended the
Cleveland Cavaliers’ 12-
game winning streak,103-
99 on Friday night.

Trailing by one with 1:26
to play,Kyrie Irving fouled
Hill off a ball screen while
shooting an off-balance,
one-handed 3. Hill made
the 3 and the free throw to
extend Indiana’s lead to
three points. Hill finished
with 20 points.

“I just wanted to make a
play. Shots weren’t falling
for me at the time,” Hill
said.“I was trying to figure
out ways to get to the free
throw line and I knew (Ir-
ving) was pressing over up
over the screen. (I) tried to
draw the foul and it
worked to our advantage.”

In the first half, it looked
as if Indiana couldn’t get
anything working to its ad-
vantage. Cleveland was
hot from the floor despite
playing on the second of
back-to-back games. The
Cavs shot 51 per cent and
made five 3s in the first
half including a 3 from
Irving with 0.5 seconds left

in the second quarter.
The Cavs (31-21) contin-

ued to pile on, leading by
as many as 13 points in
the third quarter. But
Cleveland struggled to
maintain the lead. The
Pacers (19-32) played per-
haps their grittiest game
of the season and pushed
back, closing out the final
four minutes of the third
quarter on a 14-2 run that
brought them within three
points. “There was a point
where we said it’s just
about hanging in,” Pacers
coach Frank Vogel said.
“They (Cleveland) played
last night.We just wanted
to keep wearing them
down.”

After wearing them
down in the third, Miles
led a surge in the fourth
quarter, scoring 16. Miles
hit a 3-pointer with five
minutes left that gave the
Pacers their first lead of
the game.

The lead changed seven
times over next four min-
utes, until Indiana pulled
away with less than a
minute to go. J.R. Smith
had two 3-pointers in the
final 12 seconds and fin-
ished with 17 points.

“(After struggling early)
I got a dunk, I got a lay-up.
I saw it and it was just
(about) staying confident,”
Miles said. “Then I got a
couple looks and it was on
from there.They play well
and they execute well, we

were just able to make
some plays and win the
game.”

David West grabbed 13
rebounds and had 20
points, recording his third
double-double of the sea-
son. The Pacers have won
two straight, with both
wins coming against con-
ference opponents.

Irving had one of his
best performances of the
season overshadowed by
the loss. He scored 29
points and added five as-
sists. LeBron James had
25 points, five assists and
six rebounds in his first
game in Indianapolis since
last season’s Eastern Con-
ference finals with Miami.

“I thought we had a re-
ally good chance to win
this game tonight,” James
said. “They played an ex-
cellent game. I watch a lot
of their games and they
don’t normally make shots
like they did tonight. Late
in the game we didn’t exe-
cute like I believe we’re ca-
pable of doing.We gave up
too many points and a lot
of them came in the fourth
quarter.”

James went to the bench
at the end of the game due
to a sore ankle.He also ap-
peared to injure his ankle
when he was also fouled
by Roy Hibbert in the
fourth quarter. It was
ruled a flagrant 1 and
James walked to the bench
holding his wrist.

Pacers grind out a
victory against James
and the Cavaliers

Cleveland Cavaliers guard Kyrie Irving, left, fouls Indiana Pacers guard George
Hill during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Indianapolis, Friday,
February 6, 2015. The Pacers won 103-99.

Indiana Pacers forward David West (21) shoots over Cleveland Cavaliers centre
Tristan Thompson (13) during the second half of an NBA basketball game in
Indianapolis.

Indiana Pacers guard C.J. Miles, centre, shoots over Cleveland Cavaliers defend-
ers Iman Shumpert, left, and Kyrie Irving during the second half of an NBA bas-
ketball game in Indianapolis.

     



OKLAHOMA CITY –
Pelicans coach Monty
Williams isn’t afraid to
say what a lot of peo-
ple are thinking by
now: Anthony Davis
might be turning into
one of the best clutch
players in the NBA.

He certainly made one
of the biggest shots of his
career on Friday night.

Davis’ first 3-pointer of
the season – a double-
clutch attempt with Kevin
Durant and another de-
fender coming at him –
beat the buzzer and
capped a 41-point per-
formance that lifted New
Orleans over the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder 116-113,
in a thrilling game be-
tween Western Confe-
rence rivals fighting to
reach the playoffs.

“If you don’t want to be
great, step aside and let
somebody else be great,”
Davis said. “Everybody
just wanted to be great
tonight. I know I had to be
great. I want to be great,
so you have to be able to
accept the challenges.”

Davis also grabbed 10
rebounds and outdueled
Thunder guard Russell
Westbrook, who scored a
career-high 48 points to go
with 11 assists and nine
rebounds.Westbrook, who

had 45 points on Wednes-
day in a win at New Or-
leans, made three free
throws with 1.2 seconds
left to tie the game.

Davis took the ensuing
inbounds pass from Ty-
reke Evans and silenced a
raucous sell-out crowd.

“We’ve been in so many
close games over the last
four years. Guys continue

to step up and do the best
they can and tonight you
saw greatness in a guy
that doesn’t run from it,”
Williams said.

“Obviously, you don’t get
a lot of time to celebrate in
the NBA.We’ve got to play
tomorrow, but I’m sure he
feels and has felt that he’s
not just one of the better
players in the league, he
might be the best when it
comes to being a young
guy who’s not afraid of the
moment.”

It was a huge moment
for the Pelicans. In the
competitive Western Con-
ference, ninth-place New
Orleans moved to 27-23
and took a two-game lead
over Oklahoma City (25-
25). Both teams are chas-
ing the Phoenix Suns (29-
23) for the final playoff
spot in the West.

New Orleans also won
the season series 3-1 over
Oklahoma City, a tie-
breaker that would be ap-
plied if both teams finish
with the same record.

The Pelicans trailed by
12 midway through the
third quarter, but scored
14 straight points to take
a seven-point lead early in
the fourth. The teams
traded dramatic plays the
rest of the way.

Durant scored 27 points,
including a pair of 3s in
the fourth quarter, but
went 9 of 26 from the field.
The reigning MVP re-
turned after missing four
of the previous five games
with a sprained left big
toe.

Andre Roberson’s layup
with 22.3 seconds left
pulled Oklahoma City to
111-110. Evans, who had
22 points and 16 assists,
missed two free throws
with 17.8 seconds to go,
setting up a wild final se-
quence.

Durant missed a 20-foot
jumper that could have
put the Thunder ahead.
Evans rebounded, but
threw an outlet pass right
into Durant’s hands. Du-
rant missed again, this
time on a floater, and
Davis rebounded with 2.8
seconds left and made two
free throws.

Westbrook took the en-
suing inbounds pass and
was fouled on a 3 by
Quincy Pondexter before
making the tying free
throws.

“I was just taking my
time, make one at a time,”
Westbrook said.“You can’t
make three (at once). You
can take one free throw.
My job is to go make one at
a time.”

According to the Elias
Sports Bureau,Westbrook
joined Kobe Bryant and
Wilt Chamberlain as the
most recent players to
have at least 45 points
with five rebounds and
five assists in consecutive
games.

Westbrook also became
the first NBA player this
season to have consecutive
games of 40 points or
more.

“He got whatever he
wanted,” Durant said.“He
was really, really aggres-

Davis has 41, hits 3 at buzzer
to lift Pelicans over Thunder
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Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook.
New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis (23)
shoots as Oklahoma City Thunder centre Steven
Adams (12) and forward Serge Ibaka (9) defend dur-
ing the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game in
Oklahoma City, Friday, February 6, 2015. New
Orleans won 116-113. 

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Reggie Jackson (15)
goes to the basket around New Orleans Pelicans
centre Alexis Ajinca (42).
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WOMEN across the region stand to
benefit from the formation of the
Caribbean Gynaecological Cancer
Society (CGCS), a new organisation
bringing together the best minds
from the field of obstetrics and gy-
naecology in the Caribbean, to pre-
vent and treat below the belt can-
cers.

The umbrella body was officially
launched at the Hilton Barbados Resort
on Friday night, where Professor Horace
Fletcher was named Honorary Presi-
dent of the CGCS at the inaugural two
day meeting.

The goal of the CGCS will be to ensure
the care offered in the region is stan-
dardised, that resources can be shared,
and achieving all of this by building ca-
pacity in the Caribbean for improved
health and cancer control outcomes by
transferring skills, education, training
and leadership to personnel in the
Caribbean region.

This will be done through health sys-
tems governance; core infrastructure de-
velopment, e.g. strengthening the cancer
registry; optimising service delivery; im-
proving system performance, and health
services research.

Local Chair, Dr. Vikash Chatrani, ex-
plained that this is the first organisation
bringing together obstetricians and gy-
naecologists under the auspices of the
University of the West Indies.

“We have all four campuses commit-
ting to this cause to ensure that the out-
comes for the care of our women afflicted
with gynaecological cancers are the
same as North America. It means that
we will have to set guidelines for the
care across the region, better our re-
sources, use the personnel in other coun-
tries, to come together and make up for
our shortfalls using the strength of other

PREVENTION on Page 6

CGCS OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED

Excitement
expected for

league openers
PAGE 43

Dean of the Faculty of Medicine Mona Campus Professor Horace Fletcher (right) was named Honorary President of the
Caribbean Gynaecological Cancer Society which was official launched on Friday evening. He was presented an award by
CGCS Local Chair Dr. Vikash Chatrani (left) and Dr. Ian Bambury both of whom benefited under his tutelage in the field of
gynaecological cancers.

      




