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Vice President of the Pelican Tenants Association (PTA) and Chairman of the Pan African Coalition of Organisations for Barbados, Wayne
‘Onkphra’ Wells, as he gave Minister of Industry, International Business, Commerce and Small Business Development, Donville Inniss
(right) a tour of the Pelican Craft Centre as celebrations for Black History Month were launched there yesterday.

SPECIAL attention will
be paid to the Pelican
Craft Centre in the near
future to ensure that ten-
ants in the craft village
there can reap greater 
financial success.

Minister of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Donville Inniss, made
this pledge as he deliv-
ered the opening address
at the start of Black
History Month celebra-
tions and an outdoor ex-
hibition at the Pelican
Craft Centre yesterday.

“My ministry is very
cognisant of the chal-
lenges being faced here
at Pelican Industrial
Estate. It is no secret 
that traffic through here
has been rather small,
sporadic, some people
don’t even recognise 
that this place exists.
We’ve had major chal-
lenges in terms of ten-
ants and their rent pay-
ment …and we took a
conscious decision within
the Ministry recently 
that we have to pay spe-
cial attention to Pelican,”
Minister Inniss told
those gathered.

“And this week, I would
have convened a meeting
involving the BIDC,
the National Cultural 
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Help
coming
for Pelican
Craft
Centre

By Kerri Gooding

GOVERNMENT had 
to revisit its rela-
tionship with the
University of the West
Indies (UWI), Cave Hill
campus to make it
more feasible and sus-

tainable.
With much controversy

surrounding the intro-
duction of tuition fees for
Barbadians at the UWI,
and with persons threat-
ening the government to
take action by February
11, 2015, Prime Minister

Hon. Freundel Stuart
brought the facts to the
people during the Demo-
cratic Labour Party’s
(DLP) Lunchtime lecture
yesterday at DLP Head-
quarters.

He said, “I am not
afraid of the controversy.

Truth is not like milk,
truth don’t spoil. No mat-
ter how long you keep
truth, it remains fresh.
And as long as the truth
is presented to people,
ultimately they have to
accept it as the truth.”

PM Stuart put to bed

the notion that finding a
way to reduce the de-
pendence of University
students on Government
was something new.

Highlighting the
Party’s original decision
some 30 years prior, he
said, “As long ago as

1985, the Democratic
Labour Party, on this
compound, took the 
decision that whenever it
came back to office it 
was going to revisit is 
relationship with the
University so that it 

FEES on Page 3

PM DEFENDS UWI FEES

‘Court complex
a health hazard’
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By Ashlee Cox

VALUES must be created and main-
tained in the homes first.

Speaking at the inaugural Caribbean
Congress of Community Practitioners
launch, which was held recently under
the theme, ‘Unlocking the Region’s
Future’, MP for St. Michael West Central
and Chief Executive Officer of the
Barbados Agricultural Society (BAS),
James Paul, lauded the initiative and ex-
plained that it was something that was
both historic and important.

According to Paul, it is important for
the society to be honest and recognise
that sometimes our youths are deviant
due to the actions that they observe more
mature persons in the community en-
gaging in.

“That is why the formation of this
movement of community practitioners is
extremely important, because we need
to start to bring back certain values in
our societies that seem to have been gone
through the door,” he noted.

Continuing, he stated, “This, what we
are doing here, is kind of historic because
if we can refocus the negative that we
have in our communities, our expecta-
tions and how we get there, it can help...”

According to Paul, it is important for
the right people to not only teach the
youth,but to also involve them in positive
situations. Lauding the initiative, he
stressed the need for discipline and val-
ues to begin at home and for more people
to realise that if those positive values are
not in the home and are not taught to the
youth, then everything that follows will
be based on an absent foundation.

“It is the minds of the people that we
need to work on, not just those of our
youth. If we just work on the young peo-
ple and then turn them back in the envi-
ronment that produced them [then we
have accomplished nothing; we have to]
work on the minds of the people. We are
not addressing the problem and I want 
to encourage you, in the efforts that you
are going to make today, to come up with
working solution for the problems that
we have in our society and to make a dif-
ference,” he concluded.

“THERE are too many Barbadians
who still don’t appreciate the level
of creativity in Barbados.”

Minister of Industry, International
Business,Commerce and Small Business
Development, Donville Inniss, made the
point as he delivered an opening address
at the start of Black History Month cel-
ebrations at the Pelican Craft Centre
yesterday. The celebrations, which are
ongoing for the month of February, com-
menced with an outdoor exhibition,
which Minister Inniss toured after mak-
ing his address.

Minister Inniss suggested that there
are some Barbadians who travel and pur-

chase “knock-off African handcraft”while
overseas, but who will not take time to
even visit the Pelican Craft Centre to see
what local artists have on offer and this
is a practice he denounced.

“They will leave here, they will go to
Miami and New York and I have seen
many of them at Aquaduck Flea Market
buying knock-off African handcraft made
in China. I am serious about these things.
They go to Marshalls in Miami that buy
African craft made in Beijing, but they
wouldn’t take 15 minutes of their time to
take a stroll through Pelican Handicraft
Village and see our artists at work ... dis-
playing what they are good at doing,” he

remarked.
“And it is a result of that lack of support

that many of our creative individuals are
forced to find other kinds of work in order
to pay their bills. But yet still, occasion-
ally, we are happy to celebrate and pay
exorbitant sums for those from far and
away, who would come to do perform-
ances, come to showcase their visual arts,
etc., but our own people we don’t cele-
brate with,” Inniss said.

Stressing that the Pelican Craft Centre
is not only for visitors, the minister issued
a call to Barbadians to visit the centre
and offer local artists more of their 
financial support. (RSM)

MP for St. Michael West Central,
James Paul.

Home values
needed

Too many Barbadians
overlooking their own
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Foundation, the Ministry of Culture and
the Tenants Association represented at
my Ministry, to wrap our minds around
what are the challenges here in Pelican
and what we can do to make it better.And
therefore, I am proud to announce that
we’ve put a small team together to start
work immediately to make Pelican Craft
Village a success,” he added.

“To me it fits in nicely with Black

Awareness Month. This place must 
become the location of choice for our
artistes, our creative people, to express
themselves.We must start at that point,”
Minister Inniss stressed.

Pointing to the Cultural Industries Act
which has been passed, Inniss suggested
that the cultural industries is one area
which is yet to be fully tapped.

“We recognise as a government that
this is an industry that is yet untapped
in many respects, in terms of its contri-

bution to our macro-economic situation
and Pelican therefore will become the
place where our visual artists, our per-
forming arts individuals, those who are
involved in the handicraft industry can
really come and showcase their work,
earn a decent living, celebrate all that
they have to offer in their creative juices
and all I ask in return, is that Barbadians
give support to this. We don’t want
Pelican to be a place only for tourists,”
Inniss concluded. (RSM)

Tenant at the Pelican Craft Centre, Neville Hewitt (left), makes a point as Minister of Industry, International Business,
Commerce and Small Business Development, Donville Inniss, takes in some of the work on display during a tour of the
Pelican Craft Centre yesterday.

‘Pelican must become location of choice’
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By Kerri Gooding

THE Government of
Barbados cannot shoulder
all financial burdens alone,
therefore, some of the more
fortunate in the society
must carry a portion.

Speaking on the funding 
of tertiary education at the
University of the West Indies
(UWI), Cave Hill campus and
funding public health care, the
Prime Minister of Barbados,
the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart,
made it clear that members of
society who can afford to pay
will have to pay.

However, he remains
adamant that the Government
will continue to protect and
provide for the most vulnerable
citizens.

At the time he was deliv-
ering remarks during the
Democratic Labour Party
(DLP) Lunchtime Lecture 
at the DLP headquarters in
George Street, yesterday after-
noon.

Putting into context this
move by Government to intro-
duce the payment of tuition
fees by Barbadian students
from this academic year, the
Prime Minister said that in
today’s modern-day Barbados
where people are driving
around some 150 000-dollar
motor vehicles, live in stone
dwellings, have electrified
houses, use water-borne facili-
ties and can carry their chil-
dren for vacations abroad, he
asserted, “At some stage you
have to let people who can look
after themselves carry a little
more of the burden, so that you
are left some elbowroom to look
after those people who cannot
look after themselves yet, and
that is what the Government
has done.”

He contended, “We are com-
mitted to University education
in Barbados. We are commit-
ted to tertiary education in
Barbados.

“Going to school at second-
ary level is compulsory; every
person of school age in
Barbados has to be in some
school every day, whether it is
primary or secondary. Going to
University is not compulsory, it
is a choice that adults make,
and when they make that
choice, where the Government
needs to help, the Government
helps and in present circum-
stances, where we think that
they can fend for themselves,
we ask them to fend for them-
selves in relation to their tu-
ition fees.”

Additionally with the

Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic and the Barbados
Community College fully sub-
scribed, he added, “Everybody
does not want a University 
degree, so tertiary education is
alive and well in Barbados.

“The noises you hear from
time to time have to do with
people who are at the
University or who want to go 
to the University and who
think that even in the diffi-
cult financial circumstances
the Government should carry
the full burden.”

Furthermore, as it relates to
health care, Prime Minister
Stuart also stressed that in
this area, those who can afford
to are being expected to pay as
well.

Admitting that, “another 
institution that has been put-
ting the government revenues
under a lot of pressure has
been our primary health-care
institution, QEH (Queen
Elizabeth Hospital)”, he said,
“It is not only rich people who
get sick, poor people get sick
and this Government faces
that fact very squarely, and
feels and knows that there
must always be facilities avail-
able to the poorest and most
vulnerable sections of this 
society to get adequate and 
affordable health care.”

To this end, he called out
those who can afford their
health-care costs but don’t be-
lieve they should, saying, “They
feel they should continue to be
the Government’s responsibil-
ity, and I’ve said here at the
last Party conference, [and] I
say it in the Cabinet room from
time to time, we have to evolve
a mechanism for the financing
of health care that allows the
burdens in relation to it to be
more equitably shared.

“I take full cognisance of the
fact that poor people, poor and
vulnerable people get sick and
they must be shielded, but
where persons can afford to
pay for their health care, they
are going to have to carry some
of the burden.”

PM: Who can
pay shall pay

LAWYERS in Barbados do an
incredible amount of pro-bono
work, says President of the
Barbados Bar Association,Tariq
Khan.

“I speak about assisting peo-
ple who have no way of paying
us. Many of our attorneys are on
the roll for community legal
services, and they take their 

responsibility to give back to 
the public very seriously.”

His comments came during a
press conference called by the
Association at their Perry Gap,
Roebuck Street office.

He highlighted that such
work encompasses mainte-
nance matters, family disputes,
as well as assisting those who

have been caught up in the
criminal system and can’t af-
ford a lawyer.

“Without those attorneys,
there would be many more peo-
ple left on remand waiting for
their cases to be heard. Lawyers
give their time,” the president
stressed.

“At the moment, those

lawyers who do legal aid work
have not even been paid for the
last nine months and yet they
continue to perform that task,
because we feel it is our respon-
sibility to perform that task. So
it is not all about money, it is
about our commitment to main-
tain a standard and help those
who need genuine help.” (TL)

Not all about money, says Bar president

FEES from Page 1

could determine how many
places in each faculty it was
going to contribute to, based of
course on what our national
priorities were.”

On top of that, he said,
“Check Tom Adams’ speech 
delivered to the University of
the West Indies graduation
around 1979, and then the
Government was giving the
University of the West Indies
about $5 million. In that
speech, Tom Adams said he’s
concerned about how expensive
the University education is to
the Government.

“Five million dollars in 1979;
you know that all in all, since
we were in Office, we were giv-
ing the University well over
$100 million?

“When it was five (million
dollars), Tom Adams was say-
ing it’s looking dangerous, and
we now have been having to 
finance this University educa-
tion at well over $100 million.”

Yet, as he stressed, the
Government chose another
route and is not calling on any
citizen to come out of pocket in
a significant way.

He reiterated that the
Government has pledged its
commitment to tertiary educa-

tion and continues to pay the
economic fees. “Using a dollar
… we say students, we will
carry the larger burden – 80
cents, you just make yourself
responsible for the remaining
20 cents, to make up that dollar.

“How can anybody consider
that unreasonable in 2015?”

He also assured that the less
fortunate are being considered.
“We have put all the necessary
mechanisms in place for those
people who cannot afford, who
still cannot afford and every 
society is going to have them,
who still cannot afford for their
education.”

Part of the audience in attendance to hear the Prime Minister speak.

Government remains
committed to tertiary education

Prime Minister of Barbados, the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart (left),
shares a light moment with former Prime Minister, Sir Lloyd
Erskine Sandiford.

       



By Regina Selman Moore

THE Barbados Vagrants and
Homeless Society (BVHS) is
working to bring on stream
a 24 hour shelter, to give
homeless persons a place to
rest their heads, over the
coming months.

BVHS Chairman Kemar
Saffrey says the 24 hour shelter
will be located in the same
building which houses the
BVHS headquarters at 62A
Tudor Street, Bridgetown, St.
Michael , which is next to
Builders Value Mart.

Speaking to the need for such
a shelter which will house about
forty persons, mainly males,
Saffrey noted that many home-
less persons often come to the of-
fice to sit and watch television
and relax for a while in order to
get a break from the streets and
as such, the charity recognises
the need to assist such persons
who may need a place to rest
their heads as well.

“The 24 hour shelter (has
come about) because we have a
number of persons that come
here. We realise that persons
that are in the homeless popu-
lation and the vagrants, they
take advantage of our lounge

area, staying there all day
watching TV, which is cool for us
,but we want to be able to have
a 24 hour shelter, where persons
at any point can come off the
street and come into the shel-
ter.” he explained.

“The bed is not owned by you.
It is first come, first serve, every
day. It is also going to be cater-
ing for women as well. Mostly,
we work with men, but now in
this case , we can accommodate
women” he said.

“This is going to be able to ac-
commodate persons who want
a place to stay for the night. It
will also assist us when we have
clients waiting to get into our
programme. Instead of leaving
them on the streets or when the
(Clyde) Gollop shelter is full to
capacity, we can also keep them
under our observation” Saffrey
said of the shelter which will
take some work before it comes
to fruition.

Noting that the shelter will
accommodate about thirty per-
sons, 25 men and 5 women,
Saffrey noted that he is await-
ing word from the fire chief on a
final count as well as word from
environmental offices, who will
have the final say on the capac-
ity the BVHS shelter can carry.

Stressing that the BVHS is
also “strong on rules”, he said
that he will also be working
with his staff to finalise the
rules and regulations for the
shelter.

Saffrey gave the media a
sneak peek of the intended 
facility on Friday afternoon,
following a press conference 
at BVHS headquarters on
Tudor Street Bridgetown , to an-
nounce a BVHS/Gold Coast

Records partnership for the up-
coming Queens of Gospel Show,
to be held at the Gymnasium
over two nights, February 21st
and February 22nd. The part-
nership will see a food drive
coming into effect, where pa-
trons will be asked to contribute
nonperishable food items as
well as toiletries, to be donated
to the BVHS at the event, for
the benefit of the homeless and
needy.
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THE Consultancy Services for
the Development of a School
Location Plan with School
Mapping Model was officially
launched yesterday.

Enhancing education plan-
ning and management through
the development of a School
Location Plan with School
Mapping Model, is a key compo-
nent of the Education Sector
Enhancement Programme
(ESEP) II, being undertaken by
the Ministry of Education,

Science, Technology and
Innovation and the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB).

“ESEP II is timely,” said
Parliamentary Secretary in the
Ministry of Education, Science,
Technology and Innovation,
Senator Harcourt Husbands
during the launch held at the
Courtyard by Marriott.

“It focuses on enhancing the
quality and effective use of re-
sources to support current and
futures policies and pro-

grammes implemented within
the education sector.”

“The ESEP 11 will comple-
ment and further enhance sys-
tem initiatives which target
Early Childhood Education and
Development, teacher training
and teacher evaluation, the do-
mestic school maintenance pro-
gramme, as well as the initia-
tives implemented under the
most recent sector wide reform
initiative, familiarly known as
Edutech,” he highlighted.

The Senator said that the pro-
curement and execution of
Consultancy Services for the
Development of a School
Location Plan with School
Mapping Model will strengthen
the decision making capacity of
the Ministry, primarily as it re-
lates to the provision of educa-
tional resources.

Specifically, he noted that the
Consultancy provides the mech-
anism to support sector plan-
ning for effective allocation of
educational infrastructure to
meet the current and emerging
demographic needs.

“Within recent years,

urban/rural demographic shifts
have necessitated the rationali-
sation of schools’ location. The
closure of the Louis Lynch
Secondary School in 2008 and
the significant migration to the
St. Philip and Christ Church
corridor have further burdened
the capacity of some secondary
school plants. At the primary
level, government also sought to
rationalise access through a
process of amalgamation of
some primary schools.”

“…..As it relates to the educa-
tion sector, the provision of edu-
cational infrastructure is a
major investment and commit-
ment by the government.To this
effect, there must be credible
measures in place to ensure that
this investment is appropriately
made.”

“These phenomena signal to
government and the Ministry
that there is a need for a reliable
methodology which will ensure
that the challenges of over-
crowding and under-utilization
of school plants, to name a few,
are met proactively,” he said.
(TL)

A HEALTH hazard.
This is how President of the

Barbados Bar Association,Tariq
Khan is describing the Supreme
Court Complex on Whitepark
Road, St Michael.

“This building was handed
over in 2009. To the best of our
knowledge this building was not
properly cleaned, and I am not
sure if members of the public
are aware of that,but it is our re-
sponsibility to tell them that
this building has a host of health
challenges,” he cautioned.

“It is to the extent that some
members who work within that
building are unable to function
throughout the day, without
falling into a seizure of cough-
ing, watery eyes, etc.”

Khan shared this during a
press conference on Thursday,
also indicating that in one of the
courtrooms, the walls seem to
have “some sort of fungal infes-
tation.”

“But I am not an expert; I can
only tell you what I see and
what my colleagues see. … If
that is not a health hazard, then
I don’t know what is,” he told re-
porters.

According to the Bar
President, attempts have also
been made by former Presidents
of the Association – Queens
Counsels Barry Gale, Andrew
Pilgrim, and Leslie Haynes to
address this issue.

“We have failed miserably to
find a solution to this
problem.Yet we continue to
work in a building which we
know has hazards.This is some-
thing for those who manage that
building to resolve, this build-
ing is shut during the summer-
time and I cannot see why they
can’t be a solution,” Khan
stressed.

“The building is a risk, and
we have addressed this in our
communication with both the ju-
diciary and the Attorney
General on a number of occa-
sions,” he revealed.

“There will come a point
when we will be too saturated
and we will have to do what is
necessary in order to bring this
to the attention of those who can
make it better. I don’t say this as
a warning, but I want to under-
line the fact that this haunts
lawyers all the time – if we see
members of the judiciary suffer-
ing when they are sitting in the
courts, then I can’t imagine
what happens to members of the
public when they go there.” (TL)

Chairman of the Barbados Vagrants & Homeless Society
(BVHS), Kemar Saffrey.

BVHS to bring
on stream 
24-hour shelter

Court
Complex
a health
hazard

School Mapping Consultancy launched under
ESEP II to enchance education planning

–  Bar Association
President says

THE City North District of
Seventh-Day Adventists will
host a ‘Back to Basics’ Healthy
Lifestyle Celebration on
Sunday, February 8, at the
Belfield Pavilion next to the
Nightengale Children’s Home,
Black Rock, St. Michael, from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The event’s focus is on the

prevention of chronic non-com-
municable diseases, and it is
geared to the entire family.
Activities include children’s
games, health checks, mas-
sages, hydrotherapy, vegetarian
demonstrations, and sports
(road tennis, football, aerobics,
and cricket). Vegetarian food
will also be on sale.

Seventh-Day Adventists
Health Fair tomorrow

       



SIXTH FORM student of
Queen’s College,Nathanial
McClean, is the winner of
the Wear the Issue
Competition,hosted by the
Barbados Government
Information Service (BGIS)
and Pompasette Magazine.

Mr. McClean’s winning
design of a man standing
inside a condom, the HIV
ribbon, along with the
hashtag #staysafe,and the
slogan ‘Protect Yourself ’,
will be printed on T-shirts
that will be worn by staff of
the BGIS at the 2015 Love
Poetry and Song fundrais-
ing concert.

He also won two compli-
mentary tickets to the
event, which is scheduled
for Saturday, February 14,
at the Hilton Barbados
Resort, at 7:00 p.m.

According to the judging
panel,the student’s concept
was “graphically and visu-
ally appealing”,while effec-
tively promoting the mes-
sage of a healthy and safe
lifestyle.

“I wanted to paint a pow-
erful picture in people’s
mind that would stick with
them and that is why I de-
signed a man inside the
condom. I thought it repre-
sented the slogan ‘Protect
Yourself ’. It was also in-
spired by the Ebola suit,”
Mr. McClean explained.

“Having the design in-
corporated into the Love
Poetry and Song T-shirt
made me feel very accom-
plished, and I am looking
forward to going to the con-
cert because it seems like a
nice event for Valentine’s
night,” he added.

The ‘Wear the Issue’ com-
petition,which was concep-
tualised by Pompasette’s
director, Toni Thorne, gave
school children the oppor-
tunity to produce a T-shirt
design on HIV Awareness.
She teamed up with the
Internal HIV Education
Committee of the BGIS to
execute the contest.

Leading up to the com-
petition, students at the

participating schools,
Harrison’s College and
Queen’s College, were sen-
sitised about HIV and sex-
ually transmitted infec-
tions. Interested students
then submitted their de-
signs based on what they
had learnt. The top five de-

signs were featured at a
fashion show during
Pompasette’s Pomp
Weekend and will be show-
cased again at the Love
Poetry and Song concert.

Ms.Thorne said she was
pleased with the outcome of
the contest, and that she

loved the concept of the
man inside the condom. “I
am happy that GIS will be
using the design on the of-
ficial Love Poetry and Song
shirts,” she affirmed.

Chairperson of the BGIS
Internal HIV Education
Committee, Lisa Bayley,

said she was “delighted” to
have partnered with
Pompasette for the compe-
tition. “It gave us a creative
avenue to discuss HIV and
sexually transmitted infec-
tions with teenagers and to
get feedback... through the
designs,” she observed.

AUTHOR, actor and one of the
world’s most sought after movti-
vational speakers, Dr. Stan
Harris, will be touching down in
Barbados on February 20, for a
free public event entitled: ARE
YOU READY FOR A BREAK-
THROUGH?

Harris, who was bullied as a
boy and at age 6, was beaten,
tarred and feathered, learnt how
to protect himself by becoming a
10th degree Black Belt, the high-
est honour given a Black Belt.

The American Pastor and Life
Coach, who has been inducted
in the Black Belt Hall of Fame,
uses a combination of his martial
arts skills and energetic speak-
ing style, to movtivate crowds to-
ward making a breakthrough
with their challenges,be it phys-

ical, emotional, spiritual or fi-
nancial.

A spokesman for Global Event
Planners says Harris is looking
to do the same when he ad-
dresses the free event on Sunday,
February 22, beginning at 4:30
p.m. on the Bay Street
Esplanade.

Accompanying Harris on the
Esplanade will be his wife
Nadia, and performers,
Barbadian Keann Walters as she
releases her new
single Amazed; Warrior –
Barbados’ # 1 Gospel
artist, Praise Academy –
Barbados’ Leading Gospel Dance
Group And Motivation Dancers,
winners of Dancefest 2015.

While in Barbados,Dr.Harris
will also host a free Seminar for

all secondary school children,en-
titled: The Decisions you make
Today Determine the Path you
take Tomorrow. That event is
scheduled for Monday,February
23, at the Sir Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium Complex at 1 p.m.

Harris will show students how
he was able to overcome bully-
ing, by using that negative en-
ergy to become the man he is
today and set the intent for
achieving greatness in all levels
of his life.

He says the aim and objective
of this seminar will be to give
students the opportunity to ex-
perience phenomenal changes,
leaving with a new perspective
on how to stay focused and stay
committed to the task at hand,
by empowering themselves and

making a difference in the lives
of others.

Dr. Harris holds a Doctorate
in Divinity and a PHD in Martial
Arts, and is a Life & Business
Trainer/Coach.

“He is perhaps the most enter-
taining, enlightening, and elec-
trifying speaker on the circuit
today,” said a spokesperson of
Global Event Planners.

Harris has co-authored four
best selling books with people
such as Donald Trump, Les
Brown, Suze Orman, T. Harv
Eker, Zig Ziglar, Dan Kennedy
and others.

He recently starred in a movie
along with Les Brown, Brian
Tracey, Kandee G, Bob Proctor
and others, entitled Embrace
The Journey.
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The Internal HIV Education Committee of the Barbados Government Information Service partnered with
Pompasette Magazine recently for the Wear the Issue Competition which gave school children an opportu-
nity to create a T-shirt design on HIV Awareness. Nathanial McClean of Queen’s College had the winning de-
sign, here BGIS’ Lisa Bayley (right) presents him with two tickets to Love Poetry and Song while Director of
Pompasette, Toni Thorne looks on. Nathanial’s design will be incorporated on the official staff shirts for
Love Poetry and Song.

Movtivational speaker, Dr.
Stan Harris

By Ashlee Cox

ACCORDING to one Member
of Parliament, all of us, have
a special and collective re-
sponsibility to the youth in
the island, as it pertains to
ensuring that they follow a
positive and productive way.

Speaking at the Inaugural
Caribbean Congress of
Community Practitioners,
launchg which was held recently,
under the theme, ‘Unlocking the
Region’s Future’ and will run

from February 6th to 7th, M.P.;
St Michael West Central and
Chief Executive Officer of the
Barbados Agricultural Society
(BAS), James Paul noted that
the unfortunate youth who have
turned to negativity, were not
produced by accident, rather
were the result of the actions of
people in the society.

“These people were not pro-
duced by accident –the people
that we see in our society – they
were produced as a result of the
actions of people in our society

and the problem with our society
today, is that too many of us bite
our tongues, when we see
wrongs happening, and fail to
say anything, largely because of
the fact that we feel that the
crumb that drop off the table,we
will not get it,” he noted.

Stating that too many wanted
to be perceived as part of the ‘in-
crowd’, he explained that that
kind of thinking was damaging
and noted that we were all here
to effect positive change.

“We are all here together and

we have that collective responsi-
bility, to effect change. The
change must begin with each
and every one of us. As a leader,
I can play my part, but there are
so many other leaders out there,
who actually have a role to play
interms of effecting the type of
change that we need to see,” he
stated.

According to Paul, those in the
society, tend to ‘write off’ others
too readily and easily and he has
called for an honest debate to be
had as the youth, both male and

female were being failed by the
actions of society.

“We have to accept that as
families in our communities, we
are failing those young men, be-
cause those behaviours on the
part of young people, they don’t
come from anywhere, they come
from us, they learn
them,....Something is wrong and
I think we need to start to have
a very honest debate as to really,
why are so many of our young
men today being deviant?” he
stated.

We have failed our youth, says MP James Paul

‘Wear the issue’
competition
winner rewarded

Motivational speaker coming to Barbados
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Practitioners, which
was held recently under
the theme,“Unlocking the
Region’s Future”.

As noted by Granger,
they welcomed the
Caribbean investment
and it would be one of the
policies of the A
Partnership for National
Unity (APNU)
Administration to
encourage greater
Caribbean investment.

“We feel that Guyana is

a good destination, with
some issues that our
party will resolve,
particularly security, but
in terms of investment,
the door is open,” he
noted.

According to Granger,
who is confident that his
party will win this
upcoming elections on
May 11 of this year, there
were two things he would
hope to strengthen, which
would be education and
the Caribbean integration
ties as it pertained to
economics.

“We have lost a lot of
our educated
professionals through
migration and we believe
that one of the most
important elements of our
new policy, under
Partnership for
Nationality, would be to
strengthen education ties
with the rest of the
Caribbean.We also aim at
strengthening economic
ties, because we feel that
the thrust of Caribbean
integration has slowed
and Guyana is huge
country... in comparison to

the other Caribbean
territories and we feel
that some of our economic
resources could be
deployed to give the
Caribbean as a whole, a
greater thrust towards
integrating their
economies,” he stated.

As explained by
Granger, many Caribbean
countries were suffering
from youth
unemployment and such
a thrust in the areas of
education economy would
assist in solving those
issues.

Thrust education economy

Guyana’s Opposition Leader, Retired Brigadier David
Granger. Here are some of those who attended the inaugural Caribbean Congress of Community Practitioners launch.

The Awardees of the Inaugural Caribbean Congress of Community Practitioners (from far left) Desmond Weekes (LRG) received the Most Outstanding Entertainer
Award; Joycelynn Miller received the Outstanding Award for Social Development at the Community Level; Marcia Bradshaw received the Humanitarian Journalism
Award; and Dale Elliott, from St. Lucia, received the Outstanding Award in Journalism for Documentaries.

    



By Ashlee Cox

NURSES in Barbados are being
urged to strengthen their computer
literacy and skills, especially as it
pertains to the effective facilitation
of the new system Med Data, which
should be online and functional by
the end of March, 2016.

This encouragement came from
Dr.Wendy Sealy, Chief Nursing Officer,
as she gave remarks on behalf of the
Minister of Health, Hon. John Boyce, at
the 78th Annual General Meeting Session
II of the Barbados Nurses Association
Inc, recently.

“Nursing personnel will play an
important role in managing this system,
since the information received from
clients will enable them to make more
informed and timely decisions on nursing
interventions and increase access to
appropriate referrals and follow up. The
emphasis therefore should be on ensuring
that all nursing personnel acquire and
strengthen their computer literacy and
skills which are necessary to facilitate
the effectiveness of the system,” she
noted.

Interjecting her own belief, she further
emphasised the importance of them
upgrading their skills.

“We are nurses and we have the
technical expertise of nurses, but it is
important that we also understand
health economics, computer, and all of
these other disciplines which are going to
be impacting on the work that we do.
Going are the days of the books,or writing
the books, the reality is here and I’m
knowing that the Minister in this
presentation is emphasising that we need
to get with it,” she noted.

According to Sealy on behalf of Minister
Boyce, the importance of the nurses
strengths, their insights and discoveries
were invaluable and could therefore be
applied to support the implementation

and review of many health care practices
and policies, not only from a technical
perspective but also within the context of
the ‘language of health economics’.

“it must be noted that the participation
of nurses in fulfilling responsibilities as
policymakers is an essential and a
necessary step forward, in bringing
experience and best practices to
strategies in regional and global health.
Therefore, the contribution of nurses to
healthcare policy formulation in
Barbados continues to be facilitated
through their presence on various
Commissions, Councils, and Taskforces
that have been established,” she noted.
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Nurses encouraged to improve their computer literacy skills

Members of the BNA came out to support the AGM.

(From left) Acting Director of Nursing services, Henderson Pinder receives a
blood pressure monitor, which was donated by the BNA. Here he is pictured with
President of the BNA, Blondelle Mullin.

President of the Barbados Nurses Association, Blondelle Mullin.
Here, CEO of the QEH, Dr. Dexter James, speaks briefly to Dr. Wendy Sealy, Chief
Nursing Officer, Ministry of Health.

 



THE world is constantly evolving, with signifi-
cant changes seen particularly in the past 30
years. We have not been left behind, witnessing
improvements in many areas, including in 
infrastructure, housing developments and tech-
nology; and in a disturbing development, even in
the types of crimes that we are seeing. Much of
this can be attributed to increased exposure to
international cultures via travelling and living
overseas, satellite television and the Internet.
These changes, whether good or bad, can be ex-
pected with any developing country and should
be accepted as such. However, it is important
that our society avoids the abuse of some of the
more advanced facilities now available to us.
One such facility is credit cards.

Our banking system has evolved substantially
to the point where it is not even necessary to
enter the bank’s building except for specific re-
quests or transactions. With ATM machines, the
CARIFS network, and point of sale machines,
performing withdrawals or deposits of funds are
relatively simple tasks. Furthermore, Internet
and telephone banking allow you to check bal-
ances, perform transfers of funds and even pay
bills without leaving the comfort of your home or
workplace. Credit cards have also become a pop-
ular way of conducting transactions, both do-
mestic and international, and also to facilitate
Internet shopping.

However, unlike the debit cards and cheque
books, where transactions are only allowed when
the funds are actually available, the use of 
credit cards needs to be properly managed by
cardholders in order to prevent future financial
problems. Advertisements on cable television
frequently encourage the use of credit cards for
speedy service at cashiers; easy use for online bill
payments; and shopping internationally using
the VISA or Mastercard platform. Obviously
credit cards are immensely useful 
because of the convenience of ready funds,
especially in cases of emergencies, however, there
are some risks associated with these
cards of which we should all be aware as 
users.

The main risk is out of control debt. Many peo-
ple use credit cards when they have limited
funds available to them. Since this is the main
purpose of “credit” cards, this is also encouraged
by the various banks. However, it is the user’s re-
sponsibility to ensure that he/she 
is always aware of the maximum limit and 
that regular payments are made to ensure that
the debt level is manageable, especially 
taking into consideration other financial obliga-
tions.

Another important risk is the likelihood of be-
coming a victim of identity theft. Despite the
best efforts of the banks, this is an increasing 
occurrence now with the difficult financial
situation being experienced globally. As more
people become computer savvy and some even
learn to hack into seemingly secure systems,
this is a real risk that could affect any arbitrary
person. Furthermore, some of the persons who
commit these acts can incur some debts on the
said credit cards prior to the relevant bank or
card owner becoming aware. It is advised that
some discretion be used, especially when 
shopping on the Internet and in some 
stores.

These are just a few of the risks to be consid-
ered when considering owning or using 
your credit card. Although they can be con-
sidered useful tools, a healthy respect for
their usage and the associated dangers is encour-
aged.

Editorial

Be responsible
THE Supreme Court of
Canada overturned a ban
on physician-assisted 
suicide yesterday, unani-
mously reversing a deci-
sion it made in 1993. The
move puts Canada in the
company of a handful of
Western countries where
the practice will be legal.

The top court said it
would be allowed in the
case of consenting adults
who are suffering intolera-
bly from a severe and in-
curable medical condition,
whether physical or psy-
chological, and the illness
does not have to be termi-
nal. The decision takes ef-
fect in 12 months.

“We do not agree that
the existential formulation
of the right to life requires
an absolute prohibition on
assistance in dying,or that
individuals cannot ‘waive’
their right to life,” the court

said.
Yesterday’s decision re-

lated to the case of two
women with debilitating
illnesses who have since
died.

Gloria Taylor, a Motor
Neurone Disease patient
and activist, who joined
the right to die lawsuit in
2011, died of her illness in
2012.

The family of a second
woman, Kay Carter, who
travelled to Switzerland to
end her life, was also a
plaintiff. Assisted suicide
is legal in Switzerland,
along with a handful of
other European countries
and a few US states.

Another look
Canada’s Supreme Court,
which last considered as-
sisted suicide in 1993,
agreed last year to take an-
other look at the issue.

The Court majority was
a narrow 5-4 in the 1993
decision.The sole judge left
on the court from that time
is Beverley McLachlin,
now chief justice, and she
was in the dissent last
time.

“This is one incredible
day,” said Grace Pastine,
litigation director of B.C.
Civil Liberties Association,
which initiated the chal-
lenge. “Physician-assisted
dying is now recognised 
for what it is: a medical
service that brings an 
end, for some individuals,
to unbearable suffering.”

Parliament can overturn
the decision but that 
is an unlikely outcome.
Canadian parliamentari-
ans,heading into a federal
election in October,
will have a year to imple-
ment a regulatory frame-
work.

Past rejections
Parliament has previously
rejected several attempts
to legalise physician-as-
sisted suicide through bills
brought by its members.

Religious groups and or-
ganisations representing
disabled people had op-
posed any relaxation of the
ban, arguing that this
would make them vulner-
able to being killed.

Others, such as quadri-
plegic Conservative Mem-
ber of Parliament Steven
Fletcher, argued that they
should have the choice.

“There does need to be
some criminal code provi-
sion, I think, to prevent
abuse. I don’t want people,
because they have a bad
hair day, to get their car
mechanic to take them
down,”Mr Fletcher said in
the lobby of the court yes-
terday.

Canada to allow 
doctor-assisted suicide

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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“NBC Nightly News” an-
chor Brian Williams did
not take a hit in Iraq, but
his credibility sure is
under fire.

The embattled journal-
ist’s other reports are
being called into question
after he admitted
Wednesday to not being
aboard a US Air Force hel-
icopter that was struck by
rockets in 2003, as he had
claimed for over a decade.

Sceptical bloggers are
now scrutinising his
award-winning coverage
of Hurricane Katrina in
2005 and subsequent in-
terviews.

Williams, 55, claims to
have seen a dead body
float past the window of
the five-star hotel where
he was staying in the
French Quarter.

“When you look out of
your hotel room window
in the French Quarter and
watch a man float by face-
down,when you see bodies
that you last saw in Banda
Aceh, Indonesia, and
swore to yourself that you
would never see in your
country,” he said in a 2006
interview.

But there were no
corpses floating through
the French Quarter be-
cause it – being on higher
ground – was spared the
overwhelming floodwaters
that devastated other
neighbourhoods when the
levees broke.

In the same interview,
Williams said,“I beat that
storm. I was there before it
arrived. I rode it out with
people who later died in
the Superdome.”

But Williams did not ex-
actly suffer the same
plight as the locals
trapped inside.

A former producer for
the CBS Evening News –
who was in the
Superdome on Aug. 29,
2005 – verified for Yahoo
News that Williams rode
out Katrina in the sta-
dium; however, Williams,
like most members of the
media, left that afternoon
to file his stories.

He did not endure the
mayhem that evacuees
went through overnight
and days afterward, as
supplies ran short.

In the immediate days
after the storm, the pro-

ducer said, NBC News
had an RV compound on
Canal Street with food,
drinks and military-
trained security.

Just last year, in an in-
terview with his “Nightly
News” predecessor Tom
Brokaw,Williams claimed
he had fallen sick with
dysentery after acciden-
tally drinking floodwater.

“My week, two weeks
there was not helped by
the fact that I accidentally
ingested some of the flood-
water. I became very sick
with dysentery,” he said.

But Dr. Brobson Lutz,
an infectious disease spe-
cialist who operated an
EMS station during
Katrina, told The New
Orleans Advocate that he
doubts Williams’ claim.

“I saw a lot of people
with cuts and bruises and
such, but I don’t recall a
single, solitary case of 
gastroenteritis during
Katrina or in the whole
month afterward,” he said
to the local paper.

Brokaw, 75, apparently
knew Williams’ Iraq claim
was false for a long time
and wants him fired, ac-

cording to the New York
Post.

Brokaw later denied the
Post’s report: “I have nei-
ther demanded nor sug-
gested Brian be fired,”
Brokaw said in an email to
The Huffington Post. “His
future is up to Brian and
NBC News executives.”

Williams recanted his
story about the Iraq War
after the US troops who
were actually fired upon
spoke out. In fact, he was
aboard a different helicop-
ter.

“I would not have cho-
sen to make this mistake,”
he told Stars & Stripes. “I
don’t know what screwed
up in my mind that caused
me to conflate one aircraft
with another.”

Twitter users started
the humorous hashtag
#BrianWilliamsMisreme
mbers to superimpose the
anchor’s face onto scenes
of historical events that he
clearly did not witness.

Some say that Williams
outright lied while others
believe he may have “mis-
remembered,” citing the
“basic unreliability of
memory”.

Brian Williams’ Hurricane
Katrina coverage under scrutiny
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
The Constitutional
Court has ruled that
leader of the Jamaica
Labour Party (JLP),
Andrew Holness, was
wrong when he used
pre-signed, undated,
resignation letters to re-
move two Opposition
Senators from the
Upper House.

Holness was represented
by attorneys-at-law
Georgia Gibson-Henlin
and Taneshia Rowe.

The case was brought by
former senator Arthur
Williams against Holness.
Williams has contended
that Holness used the let-
ters to axe him from the
Upper House because he
did not support him in the
internal leadership elec-
tions in November 2013.

Williams has admitted
to crafting the letters be-
fore he and other senators
were appointed in 2012.

However, he told the
court that the letters were
only to be submitted to the
Governor General if any of
the senators departed from
the JLP’s position of a ref-
erendum on the Caribbean
Court of Justice (CCJ).

The Court this morning
ruled that Holness’ actions
were inconsistent with the
constitution.

The Constitutional
Court comprising, Justice
Courtney Day, Justice
Marva McDonald-Bishop
and Justice David Batts
declared that:

1) The request and pro-
curement of pre-signed
and undated letters of res-
ignation and letters of au-

thorisation by the leader of
the opposition from per-
sons to be appointed or ap-
pointed as senators to the
Senate of Jamaica upon his
domination inconsistent
with the constitution, con-
trary to public policy, un-
lawful, and is, accordingly,
null and void.

2) That the pre-signed
and undated letters of 
resignation and letters of
authorisation, as well as
the manner of their use 
to effect the resignation of
Senators (the claimant, in
particular) from the senate
of Jamaica, are 
inconsistent with the con-
stitution,contrary to public
policy and are,accordingly
null and void as to 
cost.

The Attorney General
was an interested party in

the proceedings and attor-
neys-at-law Carlene
Larmond,Symone Pearson
and Monique Harrison in
making submissions relied
on a Malaysian case and
argued that what Holness
did was against public pol-
icy.

The court said it also re-
lied on the Malaysian case

and found it very useful.
The government needs

the support of at least one
JLP senator to pass legisla-
tion to replace the Privy
Council with the CCJ as
Jamaica’s final court of ap-
peal.

Williams who was repre-
sented by attorneys-at-law
Dr Lloyd Barnette and

Wentworth Charles said “I
consider myself as having
been vindicated.From day
one I made the point that
this is not about me per-
sonally, it’s about our con-
stitutional scheme and
structure and I am happy
that the Constitutional
Court has pronounced on
it”.
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Former senator Arthur Williams (left) and Opposition Leader, Andrew
Holness 

THE LAW Association of
T&T has told attorney
Gregory Delzin that a
matter which arose 14
years ago while Attorney
General Garvin Nicholas
was a student was ad-
dressed and resolved and
it is “unfortunate and mis-
chievous” that the matter
became public on
Thursday.

The association issued a
copy of a letter to this ef-
fect, signed by its presi-
dent Seenath Jairam and
sent to Delzin on
Thursday.

This, after Delzin wrote

the association on the
matter involving Nicholas
on Wednesday, shortly
after Nicholas was ap-
pointed Attorney General.
The association’s council
met Wednesday night.

But private documents
concerning Nicholas’s
pupilage period were
leaked to the media, ap-
pearing in an Express re-
port yesterday. It was re-
ported that the issue of 14
years ago concerning
Nicholas was being re-
ferred to the association.

The association was
being urged to investigate

allegations that Nicholas,
while in pupilage at
Trinity Chambers in 2001,
was cautioned by then
chamber head Desmond
Allum, SC, about breach-
ing the Legal Profession
Act (LPA).

This occurred after
Nicholas allegedly printed
call cards representing
himself as an attorney ad-
mitted to practise in T&T.

Allum is now deceased.
A copy of a letter by the de-
ceased Allum was sent to
association on Wednesday.
Allum had reportedly spo-
ken to Nicholas on the

issue in 2001 in the pres-
ence of Delzin.

Lawyers attached to
Trinity Chambers now,ac-
cording to the chamber’s
telephone recording list-
ing, include Delzin and
former Solicitor General
Eleanor Donaldson-
Honeywell.

She resigned in 2014
while former attorney
general Anand Ramlogan
was in office and her com-
plaint to Ramlogan ig-
nited the prisongate con-
troversy,now under probe.

Prisongate refers to an
investigation where civil

claims were being filed
against the State by pris-
oners who claimed they
were beaten in custody
and awarded compensa-
tion by the Judiciary.

Police are probing alle-
gations that the informa-
tion in the civil lawsuits
were being copied and
pasted by attorneys in-
volved in the matters.

Nicholas has said he
had left Trinity chambers
due to false allegations
that he sought a percent-
age of fees paid to attor-
neys in the chamber for
work done.

He said he had also re-
signed not because of the
call card issue but because
he felt some personalities
were being “petty” and he
didn’t want to be there.

He said he had been a
barrister of England and
Wales and a member of
the Inner Temple.

However, as he had not
yet been called to the local
Bar, it was felt he should
not state that on his card.
He said when the situa-
tion was pointed out, he
complied and later left on
very amicable terms with
Allum.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Jamaican jurist Patrick
Robinson was on Friday
sworn in as a judge on
the International Court
of Justice (ICJ), to serve
for a nine-year period.

Judge Robinson is the
only Jamaican and the
second Caribbean person
to serve on the ICJ in its
70-year history.

He was one of three
judges sworn in as new
members of the ICJ.

Court finds Opposition
leader was wrong to
dismiss senators using
undated letters

Justice Patrick Robinson (centre) pose with son Julian Robinson, State min-
ister for Technology, Energy, and Mining and Ambassador Vilma McNish,
high commissioner to Belgium and the Netherlands following his swearing-in
ceremony yesterday.

JA’s Patrick Robinson sworn in as ICJ judge

Law Association on complaint against AG: Mischief afoot

– second
Caribbean 
person to serve TARDINESS on the part

of the Jamaica govern-
ment has cost the
Treasury 1.8 billion
Jamaica dollars, that’s
about 15 million US, in
free money.

The Economic
Programme Oversight
Committee (EPOC)
Chairman Richard Byers
says this contributed to
the government revenues
from grants being down
in December.

“Free funds, funds with
no repayment terms,

amounting to 1.8
billion that we failed to
draw down because the
paperwork was not com-
plete. Chairman of the
economics programme
oversight committee said
he has now been assured
by the finance minister
that action has been
taken to ensure the 
necessary paperwork is
completed to effect 
draw down of the bud-
geted grants funds before
the close of the physical
year.

15M USD lost due
to tardiness in J’ca

 



LIME Jamaica Chairman Chris
Dehring has likened the speed
of the Jamaican’s Government’s
approval of the CWC/Columbus
merger to that of the island’s
world-beating athletes.

The merger still remains
under consideration in other
countries over competition con-
cerns. But Jamaica’s approval
signalled to Dehring, and also to
Cable & Wireless
Communications (CWC)
Chairman Sir Richard
Lapthorne that the island actu-
ally tops the Caribbean in the
Ease of Doing Business index.

“Let me put on record: We
have the fastest man in the
world, the fastest female ath-
letes in the world, the fastest
female swimmer in the world
and probably the fastest
Government and regulator in
the world, because Jamaica was
the first country to approve the
CWC and Columbus merger,”
Dehring told the CWC board
and stakeholders at a dinner
held at the Terra Nova Hotel in
Kingston on Tuesday night.

“I am very proud of the very
thorough job that the regula-
tors did. There was no emotion.

They sat down and looked at
the facts. They called us in and
said ‘these were our concerns’,
and we responded as to how we
would address them,” he said.

Dehring added that Jamaica
has come a “very long way” in
the regulatory and “modernisa-
tion journey” of the telecommu-
nications sector.

“I want to publicly commend
the Government of Jamaica for
its prescience in this regard,
which is equally a testament to
the advancements we have
made in the development of the
regulatory framework that gov-
erns the country’s telecommuni-
cations sector,” said Dehring.

CWC board members visited
the island this week to discuss
the merger and to get updates
regarding CWC’s US$250 mil-
lion (J$29 billion) investment
in subsidiary LIME Jamaica to
update its technology.

The last time the board met in
Jamaica was some “eight years
ago”, stated Dehring in a build-
up to a joke which alluded to
the departure of LIME CEOs in
the past.

“The last time they were here,
the CEO got fired shortly after

they left,” Dehring joked. “The
good news though, Garry, is that
you have about a month re-
maining. So you have time to
make up.”

Garfield ‘Garry’ Sinclair re-
mains the longest-serving
LIME Jamaica CEO in a decade
at the once ailing company.
Despite its continued net losses,
the company in 2014 topped the
local stock market offering in-
vestors a 200 per cent price gain
in 52 weeks. It was based in
part on the double-digit rise in
subscribers and news of the
merger.

“Jamaica has a good invest-
ment climate.We greatly appre-

ciate the support of the
Government for encouraging in-
vestments, whether through
levelling the playing field so
that customers can benefit from
more affordable mobile termi-
nation rates, or more recently
for the approving of the merger
of Cable & Wireless and
Columbus,” stated Sir Richard
in his address.

Last October, the World Bank
said that the island ranked 59th
out of 189 economies globally to
top the Caribbean on the ease of
doing business index.

“We totally agree with that
assessment,” Sir Richard said,
adding that CWC would begin

investing to build out services
based on the acquisition.

“We are now ready to release
the sort of investment that nei-
ther company could have 
afforded alone. Because of the
merger, Jamaicans will 
significantly benefit as CWC
will expand our broadband in-
frastructure and give customers
a first-generation super-fast,
robust network,” he said.“There
will always be choice and 
vibrant competition, but we
want LIME/Flow to be the
choice for Jamaicans.”

In closing, Sir Richard
pledged support for Vision 
2030.

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts –
Prime Minister Dr. Denzil
Douglas Thursday wel-
comed the ruling of the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court that had
been asked to decide
whether to extend an ex-
parte injunction, pending a
hearing requesting leave to
appeal a High Court ruling
handed down here last
week.

Opposition legislators had
sought the court ruling as they
continue to oppose the holding
of the February 16 general elec-
tions on the new constituency
boundaries.

“I want to rejoice with the
people of St. Kitts-Nevis at this
time,” Prime Minister Douglas
said in a brief statement broad-
cast on the state-owned ZIZ

radio.
“I am very very joyful, I am

very pleased,” Dr. Douglas said,
adding,”I know the opposition
is not going to accept it easily,
they will go a higher court, that
is their right,” he said.

Senior Counsel Anthony
Astaphan said that both par-
ties had initially approached
the London-based Privy
Council for an emergency hear-
ing on Tuesday in light of the
Appeal Court ruling, but added
“I think that will now be up to
the opposition to decide if they
want to go there.

“We succeeded in the High
Court, the Court of Appeal on
every ground,” he said, adding
it is as simple as that, we won”.

He said what is now left to be
done is for the politicians to en-
gage in “fill campaign” ahead of

the polls.
Nomination Day was yester-

day and Prime Minister
Douglas said that he wanted
“to make it clear” the elections
would be contested on the new
boundaries.

“I want to commend our legal
team for their work,” he said,
describing the Court of Appeal
ruling as “a massive victory”.

“All of us knew we were
doing the right thing,” he said,
adding “we now have to move
on to a bigger victory and that
is the general election”.

The Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court Thursday
handed down its ruling after
hearing oral arguments on the
matter on Wednesday during a
sitting in St. Lucia from the at-
torneys representing both the
government and Team Unity,

the grouping of opposition par-
ties here, during a sitting in St.
Lucia.

The Court of Appeal had
been asked to decide whether
to extend an ex-parte injunc-
tion, pending a hearing re-
questing leave to appeal a High
Court ruling handed down here
last week.

Last week, High Court judge
Marlene Carter set aside an in-
junction barring any action
from being taken on newly
passed constituency bound-
aries, and she ruled that the
signing and gazetting of the
proclamation changing the
boundaries was in order.

In a quickly scheduled hear-
ing on January 29th, the oppo-
sition was granted an interim
injunction by the appeal court,
pending the hearing of the

leave to appeal.
The date of the hearing was

moved from February 9 at the
request of Prime Minister
Douglas.
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LIME Jamaica Chairman Chris Dehring(left) and Cable & Wireless Communications (CWC)
Chairman Sir Richard Lapthorne

St Kitts Prime Minister Dr.
Denzil Douglas

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO’S
Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar announced the estab-
lishment of a joint team to fur-
ther examine the issue of consti-
tutional 
legislative reform with regard
to internal self-Government for

Tobago.
The Prime Minister wrote to

Tobago House of Assembly THA
Chief Secretary, Orville London,
reaffirming her Government’s
commitment 
to internal self-Government 
for Tobago, and expressing 

her agreement to the establish-
ment of a joint team to look at
this important issue.

Prime Minister Persad-
Bissessar has mandated Ganga
Singh, Minister of Environment
and Water Resources, Dr.
Lincoln Douglas, Minister of

Arts and Multiculturalism,
Devant Maharaj, Minister of
Food Production, and Dr.
Delmon Baker, Minister of 
Tobago Development to work
with the THA in this 
regard.

The Prime Minister also in-

formed London that he can ex-
pect a carefully deliberated re-
sponse from the Attorney
General regarding the issue of
reported incursions into areas
devolved to the THA under the
Fifth Schedule by the Central
Government.

St Kitts PM pleased with Appeal Court ruling

Prime Minister agrees to set up a joint team to look at internal self-Gov’t

Jamaica has world’s
fastest Government
and regulator, says
LIME Chairman



KINGSTOWN, St.
Vincent – An opposi-
tion legislator is ex-
pressing concern
about the number of
children dropping out
of school in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

Figures released by the
Ministry of Education
show that between 2009
and 2013, there were
1,531 students who
dropped out of school, in-
cluding 33 at the kinder-
garten level.

Member of Parliament
for the Southern
Grenadines Terrance
Ollivierre told Parliament
that for years he has been
he has been lamenting
that students from Union
Island, Canouan,
Mayreau and other areas
have been dropping out of
school for various reasons.

The New Democratic
Party (NDP) legislator
said that students in his

constituency have prob-
lems accessing secondary
education, adding that in
the 2013-2014 academic
year, six students from
Mayreau quit secondary
school.

“I think it was 28 of
them who travelled to
Union Island on a daily
basis for secondary educa-
tion. At the beginning of
this term, a further two
have dropped out of
school. So, in a short space
of time, eight students
have dropped out of sec-
ondary school, meaning
they are not able to com-
plete their secondary edu-
cation for various rea-
sons,” Ollivierre said, as
he made his contribution
to the debate on the na-
tional budget.

He said as a result, he
investigated the school
dropout rate nationally
“and I was amazed also,
while looking at the

dropout rate for secondary
schools that I noticed that
students are also dropping
out of primary schools at
the various levels.

“Mr. Speaker, the statis-
tics for 2009-2010 to 2013
(show) that 2009-2010
you had 94 students drop-
ping out of primary school,
2010-2011 – 33,2011-2012
— 51, 2012-2013 — 57,
giving you a total of 235
students dropping out of
school at the primary level
for the four years through-
out St. Vincent and the
Grenadines,” he said.

Ollivierre also quoted
from a document titled,
“St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Educational
Statistical Digest 2013”
and published by the
Ministry of Education,
showing that 143 students
dropped out of primary
school between 2009-2010
and 2012-2013 academic
years, while 93 females

dropped out during the
same period.

At the same time, 1,296
students dropped out of
secondary school, 224 of
them in Form 1.

Ollivierre told
Parliament the number of
student who quit school
before completing their
very first years of primary
education.

“And, could you imagine
even at Grade K 33 stu-
dents … have dropped out
of school in that four-year
span?” he said, adding,
“the statistics were pre-
pared by the Ministry of
Education.”

He said the dropouts
were continuing despite
the talk of compulsory ed-
ucation on the island.

He said that “compul-
sory education” meant
that children ages 4 years
to 16 years must attend
school and that the
Education Act of 2005

speaks of school atten-
dance officers, who “shall
be responsible for the en-
forcement of compulsory
school attendance in re-

spect of all children of
compulsory age within the
district or area to which
he is appointed”.

ACAPULCO, Mexico –
Sixty-one rotting bodies
have been found at the cre-
matorium of an aban-
doned funeral home near
Acapulco after neighbors
complained to authorities
about a foul smell coming
from the building, officials
said yesterday.

The bodies,most of them
male, were discovered
Thursday evening at the
facility, which had been
shuttered for about one
year, according to a gov-
ernment official who was
not authorized to be
quoted by name.

Guerrero state prosecu-
tor Miguel Angel Godinez
confirmed the number of
bodies in comments to
local media.

Many of the bodies were
covered with sheets and
had been heavily doused
with quick-lime powder,
apparently to reduce the
odor of rotting flesh. Some
of the bodies appear to
have been there for as long
as a year, but others may
have been placed at the
site more recently, the offi-
cial said.

The state of Guerrero
has been shaken by drug-
related violence, including
the notorious disappear-
ance of 43 college students
who allegedly were
rounded up by corrupt po-
lice on Sept. 26 and
handed over to a drug
gang. Federal investiga-
tors say the students who
last were seen in Iguala,
about 105 miles north of
Acapulco, were killed and
their remains burned at a
trash dump.

There were no immedi-
ate signs that the bodies
found at the funeral home
were connected to the case
of the missing students,all
young men from a rural
teachers’ college.

The official said the 
bodies found at the 
crematorium included
some children.

The official said a main
line of investigation is 
possible fraud by the fu-
neral home, suggesting 
operators may have ac-
cepted bodies for crema-
tion without actually 
performing the 
service.
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MP for the Southern Grenadines Terrance
Ollivierre

A CRISIS between the
University of Guyana and
the two unions represent-
ing academic and non-ac-
ademic staff deepened
yesterday with the Vice-
Chancellor Jacob Opadeyi

withdrawing a wage in-
crease offer and asserting
that there would be no ne-
gotiations under duress.

A sit-in strike started on
January 26, 2015, the day
the new semester was to

commence and talks be-
tween the two sides have
borne no fruit.

Opadeyi has called on
the unions to resume work
while wage talks continue
but the UGWU and

UGSSA have asked for
certain assurances before
ending their strike action.

UG students have also
joined the workers’ protest
calling for better condi-
tions on campus.

Police officers stand guard outside the sealed-off building housing a crematorium in Llano Largo, on
the outskirts of Acapulco, yesterday.

Mexican officials
find 61 abandoned
bodies at old
funeral home

MP expresses concern about
number of school dropouts

University of Guyana strike crisis deepens
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THE Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
claimed yesterday that a
Jordanian airstrike in
Syria killed an American
woman held hostage by
the militants.

In a statement, ISIS
said the “criminal
Crusader coalition”
bombed a site outside
Raqqa while people were
attending Friday
prayers.

“The airstrikes kept
targeting this position
for over an hour. God has
foiled their plan and no
Jihadists were hurt in
the strikes,” the state-
ment said. “We however
got confirmation about
the death of an American
prisoner as a result of
the bombardment.”

The statement went on
to say that the victim
was a female.

No ISIS militants were
killed in the airstrikes,
the statement further
claimed. None of the de-
tails of the claim have
not been confirmed.

The statement in-
cluded photos allegedly
of the bombed site, show-
ing a damaged three-
story building.

Bernadette Meehan,
spokeswoman for the
White House National
Security Council, said
the U.S. is “obviously
deeply concerned by
these reports”.

“We have not at this
time seen any evidence
that corroborates ISIL’s
claim,” Meehan said,

using another acronym
for ISIS.

It comes one day after
dozens of Jordanian
fighter jets bombed ISIS
targets, including train-
ing centres and weapons
storage sites.

Jordan has said it
would respond harshly
to the killing of a captive
Jordanian fighter pilot
by the militants.

Video released earlier
this week showed the
pilot being burned to
death in a cage, setting
off a wave of anger in
Jordan and the region,
including from promi-
nent Muslim clerics who
condemned the execu-
tion method as a viola-
tion of Islamic princi-
ples.

In this May 30, 2013, photo, Kayla Mueller is shown after speaking to a group in
Prescott, Ariz. A statement that appeared on a militant website commonly used
by the Islamic State group claimed that Mueller was killed in a Jordanian
airstrike on Friday, Feb. 6, 2015, on the outskirts of the northern Syrian city of
Raqqa, the militant group’s main stronghold. The IS statement could not be inde-
pendently verified.

ISIS claims Jordanian
airstrike killed
American female hostage

THOUSANDS have ral-
lied in Jordan’s capital,
Amman, in support of
their government’s
military response to
the killing of a
Jordanian fighter pilot
by Islamic State (IS)
militants.

Among those marching
was Jordan’s first lady,
Queen Rania, who told
the media the country was
“united in our horror”.

Jordan says its war-
planes carried out dozens
of air strikes on IS targets
on Thursday in response
to the killing.

The country’s foreign
minister said it was “up-
ping the ante” against IS.

Until now, Arab states
have only been involved
in a fraction of the US-led
air campaign against the
militants.

The focus of Jordan’s air
strikes is reported to be
Raqqa, the IS stronghold
in Syria.

Local activists and IS
sympathisers reported
fresh strikes in the city
yesterday, but these have
not been confirmed by of-
ficials.

‘This is our war’
Yesterday morning

crowds gathered outside
the capital’s al-Husseini
mosque after weekly
prayers, waving
Jordanian flags and pic-
tures of the murdered
pilot, Moaz al-Kasasbeh.

Some held placards that
read: “Yes to punishment.
Yes to the eradication of
terrorism”, news agencies
reported.

Queen Rania said Lt
Kasasbeh’s killing had
made Jordanians “deter-
mined to rid the world of
this evil”.

Some internal critics
have criticised Jordanian

involvement,but she said:
“This is absolutely
Jordan’s war, it is every
Muslim’s war... We can’t
win this war alone but it is
absolutely our war.”

Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh said
Thursday’s strikes were
“the beginning of our re-
taliation” against IS.

A video of Lt Kasasbeh,

26,being burned alive in a
cage was posted online by
IS earlier this week.

He was captured by the
militants in December
after his F-16 fighter jet
crashed in Syria. The
video is believed to have
been filmed on 3 January.

Jordan had previously
only bombed IS sites in
Syria, but Mr Judeh said

it was now also targeting
IS in Iraq.

After Thursday’s
strikes, Jordanian war
planes flew over Lt
Kasasbeh’s home village
of Aya, near the city of
Karak, south of Amman.

Their flight coincided
with a visit to the village
by King Abdullah II, who
was meeting the pilot’s

family.
King Abdullah, sitting

sombre-faced with Saif al-
Kasasbeh, the pilot’s fa-
ther, was said to have ges-
tured to the skies as the
warplanes flew overhead.

The army said in a
statement that “dozens of
jet fighters” had struck IS
targets, including training
camps and weapons ware-
houses.

State television showed
people writing messages
on what appeared to be
missiles for the air strikes,
with one calling IS “the
enemies of Islam”.

Yesterday, jihadi cleric
Abu Mohammad al-
Maqdisi, whose writings
had inspired members of
al-Qaeda in Iraq, said the
killing of Lt Kasasbeh was
“not acceptable in any re-
ligion”.

Mr Maqdisi, who was
unexpectedly released
from prison on Thursday,
told Jordanian TV station
Roya that he had been in-
volved in back-channel
talks with IS to secure the
release of Lt Kasasbeh.

Jordan had offered to
swap Sajida al-Rishawi, a
failed female suicide
bomber, for the captured
pilot but Mr Maqdisi said
the militants were never
serious about an ex-
change.

Jordan executed
Rishawi and another con-
victed al-Qaeda operative
on Wednesday.

Islamic State crisis: Thousands rally in Jordan

Jordanians hold banners shouting slogans during a demonstration on February 6, 2015 in the capital Amman
to express their solidarity with the pilot murdered by the Islamic State (IS) group.
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THE crew of a twin-pro-
peller TransAsia aircraft
faced a problem with one
engine but restarted the
other, investigators said
yesterday as it emerged
the aircraft had suffered
a lack of thrust before
crashing into a river in
Taipei, killing 35 people.

The reason for the pi-
lots’ action was unclear
but a combined lack of
thrust caused the almost-
new turboprop ATR 72-
600 to stall soon after
take-off, aviation safety
council officials told a
news briefing after a pre-
liminary examination of
the black box flight-data
and voice recorders.

The aircraft, which can
fly on one engine, was
carrying 58 passengers
and crew when it lurched
nose-up between build-
ings, clipped an overpass
and a taxi with one of its
wings and then crashed
upside down into a shal-
low river on Wednesday.
Fifteen people survived.

The black boxes
showed the aircraft
warned five times of
stalling before the crash
in the centre of Taipei, ac-
cording to findings by the
council.

The right engine en-
tered a state called “auto-
feather”, in which it re-
duced thrust to the pro-
peller, said Thomas
Wang, managing director
of the council.

The flight crew then re-
duced acceleration to the
left engine, turned it off
and then attempted to
restart it, but it did not
gain enough thrust.

Questions raised
There was no word on

what may have been
going through the pilots’
minds or what the instru-
ments may have been
telling them, but evidence
presented so far will raise
questions over whether
they accidentally cut the

wrong engine.
“The first engine expe-

rienced a problem 37 sec-
onds after take-off at
1,200 feet,” Wang said.

He said the pilot had
announced a “flameout”,
which can occur when
fuel supply to an engine is
interrupted or when
there is faulty combus-
tion, but there had not
been one according to the
data.

“The flight crew
stepped on the accelera-
tor of [right-had side] en-
gine two. The engine was
still operating, but nei-
ther engine produced
power.”

He said the aircraft
could fly with one engine.
The aircraft was powered
by two Pratt & Whitney
PW127M engines.

Final report
A fuller report on the

crash will be available in
next 30 days, with a final
report expected in the
next three to six months.

The pilot, Liao Chien-
tsung (42), has been
praised by Taipei’s mayor
for steering the aircraft
between apartment
blocks and commercial
buildings before ditching
the stalled aircraft in a
river.

The bodies of Liao and
his co-pilot were retrieved
from the cockpit, with
their legs badly broken,
investigators said.

“They were still trying
to save this aircraft until
the last minute,” media
quoted unidentified pros-
ecutors involved in the
crash investigation as
saying.

Eight people are still
missing.

The aircraft took off
from Taipei’s downtown
Songshan airport and
was bound for the Taiwan
island of Kinmen.Among
those on board were 31
tourists from China.

Taipei crash aircraft
suffered thrust loss,
say investigators

WASHINGTON –
Parents of a missing
journalist detained in
Syria and the press
freedom group
Reporters Without
Borders are calling on
the White House to
help bring the journal-
ist home safely and to
improve U.S. policy on
hostage cases.

Marc and Debra Tice of
Houston said Thursday
that they are taking part
in meetings for a White
House policy review on
how to handle hostage
cases. Their son, Austin
Tice, has been missing
since 2012 – 906 days by
his mother’s count.

“After almost two-and-
a-half years... we feel like
we need to let everybody
know that our son is miss-
ing – and will you please
help us get him home?”
Debra Tice pleaded dur-
ing a news conference at
the National Press Club.

On Feb. 16, the family
plans to launch an online
campaign with support
from USA Today,
McClatchy Newspapers
and other media compa-

nies, placing online ads
with the message “Free
Austin Tice”. The parents
are asking supporters to
sign a petition to
President Barack Obama
to do more to bring Tice
home.

Austin Tice disappeared
in August 2012 while cov-
ering the civil war in
Syria. Tice is a former
Marine who has reported
for The Washington Post,
McClatchy Newspapers,
The Associated Press,
CBS and other outlets. He
was one of the few jour-
nalists reporting from
Damascus when he van-
ished. In 2012, Tice and
the staff of McClatchy
Newspapers won the
prestigious George W.
Polk Award for war re-
porting.

The circumstances sur-
rounding his disappear-
ance are still a mystery.
It’s not clear what entity is
holding him, but it is not
believed to be the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS) or the Syrian gov-
ernment, the family said.
The parents said they
have been told by “credi-

ble sources” that Austin
Tice is alive, reasonably
well treated and that they
need to be patient.

“There’s a general confi-
dence that he will come
home safely,” Marc Tice
said. “That’s about as
much detail as we have.”

The family has grown
frustrated, though, with
the U.S. government’s co-
ordination and sharing of
information. Each agency
has its own agenda, they
said.

“It is appalling to us”
that no single U.S.govern-
ment entity is responsible
for pursuing the safe re-
turn of Americans taken
hostage abroad, said
Debra Tice. “That has to
change.”

The family is advocat-
ing for a new U.S. policy
that would provide a sin-
gle point of accountability,
responsible to the presi-
dent, to pursue the safe
return of hostages. They
also are pushing the gov-
ernment to improve infor-
mation sharing among
government agencies and
with families and to cre-
ate protections for the

hostages’ interests and as-
sets at home, such as on-
line profiles, bank ac-
counts and housing.

“We want to make sure
that when Austin comes
back, he has a life to come
back to,” Marc Tice said.

Delphine Halgand, the
U.S. director of Reporters
Without Borders, said no
one is asking for the U.S.
to change its policy
against paying ransoms
for hostages. In fact, no
ransom has been re-
quested in the Austin Tice
case, his family said.

The parents have trav-
elled to Beirut to meet
with Syrian government
officials themselves.They
said the U.S. government
should be more creative
and responsive in its ap-
proach to reach their son’s
captors and initiate more
diplomacy with the
Syrians.

“We have a State
Department whose pur-
pose is diplomatic rela-
tions,” Debra Tice said.
“How do you have diplo-
matic relations with
someone you won’t speak
to?”

Debra and Marc Tice, parents of freelance journalist Austin Tice, participate a news conference at the
National Press Club in Washington, Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015.

Gov’t handling of kidnapped
Americans ‘appalling’

Mostly cloudy with some scattered showers.

London: 02°C FAIR
Boston: -07°C FAIR
Montreal: -11°C FAIR/LIGHT SNOW
Toronto: -06°C FAIR
New York: -03°C FAIR
Miami: 23°C PARTLY CLOUDY 

High: 5:59 a.m.
& 5:55 p.m.

Low:  11:42 a.m.
&  ---:--- 

6:24 a.m. 6:01 p.m.

Yesterday: 0.1 mm
For the Month: 0.1 mm
For the Year: 67.4 mm

Max: 28.5 °C
Min:  23.3 °C
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SLOVAKIA is due to
hold a referendum on
restrictions on gay
rights and the adop-
tion of children by
same-sex couples.

Voters will be asked
three questions, includ-
ing whether marriage
can only be a union be-
tween a man and a
woman.

Conservative cam-
paigners forced the refer-
endum after a constitu-
tional ban on gay mar-
riage was enacted last
year.

Earlier this week
Amnesty International
said the vote would “pan-
der to homophobic dis-
crimination”.

If today’s referendum
were to enforce the con-
stitutional ban on same-
sex marriage, it would be
harder to overturn in the

future, Amnesty added.

‘Defence of the family’
Observers say the vote

in the predominantly
Catholic country is part
of a pushback against
what conservatives see as
overly liberal policies
spreading eastwards
from western Europe.

Croatia held a similar
referendum in 2013 while
in neighbouring Hungary,
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban has championed
traditional family values.

EU rules allow each of
the bloc’s 28 members to
make their own decisions
on issues like marriage
and adoption.

As well as the question
on marriage, today’s ref-
erendum asks whether
same-sex couples should
be banned from adop-
tions, and whether chil-

dren can skip classes in-
volving education on sex
and euthanasia.

To be legally binding,
the turnout in the ballot
must be more than 50 per
cent.

The referendum has
gained support from the
Catholic Church, in a
country where more than
60 per cent of residents
say they are Catholic.

Pope Francis gave the
referendum his blessing
in an address on St
Peter’s Square on
Wednesday, saying: “I
wish to express my ap-
preciation to the entire
Slovak Church, encourag-
ing everyone to continue
their efforts in defence of
the family, the vital cell
of society.”

The Alliance for Family,
a conservative group,
forced the vote by gath-

ering more than 400,000
signatures in a petition.

“The referendum isn’t
against same-sex couples,
it’s for children,”
spokesman Anton
Chromik told reporters.

“The European
Parliament and some EU
member states have
passed laws that under-
mine the unique nature
of marriage, families and
children’s rights. We’re
worried about parents
losing the freedom to
raise their kids according
to their beliefs.”

But human rights
group have condemned
the move as an attempt to
force religion on to oth-
ers.

“This referendum could
lead to a significant step
back for Slovakia,” said
Amnesty International’s
Barbora Cernusakova.

THE United Kingdom
will become the first
country in the world to
legalise the creation of
so-called “three-parent
IVF babies”, following a
House of Commons vote
by MPs who backed ef-
forts to cut the number
of serious inherited dis-
eases.

Mitochondria are pres-
ent in almost every cell
in the body. Because

they produce the energy
the body needs to func-
tion they are called the
cell’s “battery pack”. If
faulty, however, they
cause a variety of crip-
pling brain and muscle-
wasting diseases.

Under the technology
developed in Newcastle,
a tiny piece of mitochon-
drial DNA – about 0.1
per cent of the total DNA
that make up every

human – is taken from a
healthy woman and
used to repair the faulty
elements in another
woman’s egg, leaving her
able with a partner to
produce a healthy baby.

During an often pas-
sionate debate, MPs –
who enjoyed a free vote
on the issue – voted by
382 to 128 to approve a
change in the law for
treatments that could

ensure that children
were spared “devastat-
ing and often fatal con-
sequences”, health min-
ister Jane Ellison said.

The legislation now
goes to the House of
Lords. Objections are
likely, particularly from
senior Church of
England bishops, but it
should pass.

Prime minister David
Cameron, who lost his

severely disabled son
Ivan to a severe epileptic
disease, Ohtahara syn-
drome, voted in favour.
“I know what parents go
through when they are
concerned about these
issues,” he said.

However, the MPs who
were against were
strongly so. Complaining
that the vote had been
rushed, Labour’s Robert
Flello said: “If these reg-

ulations were on geneti-
cally modified crops, we
would all be up in arms.”

The statutory instru-
ment before MPs would
“open the gates to a pro-
cedure that is com-
pletely untested, with no
pre-clinical trials or clin-
ical trials”, he said. “This
is terrible. It is not good
for the families with this
chronic, horrible dis-
ease.”

Slovakia set for referendum
on same-sex marriage ban

House of Commons votes to allow IVF ‘three-parent’ babies

A woman passes by a billboard with a portrait of Pope Francis, with text encouraging people to vote in a ref-
erendum to maintain a ban on same-sex marriage. 

A BANK which handles
money transfers between
US-based Somalis and
their families in east
Africa is to close its service
over concerns the funds
are being channelled to
militants.

Merchants Bank of
California handles up to
80 per cent of such trans-
fers from the US, worth
about $200 million annu-
ally. But it says it will no
longer be able to continue
due to new money-laun-
dering regulations.

One US congressman
described the decision as
“catastrophic”.

Keith Ellison who repre-
sents Minneapolis, which
has the largest concentra-
tion of Somalis in the US,
said the closing of such
services would be devas-
tating.

“There is no doubt that
a decline in remittances
will exacerbate the hu-
manitarian crisis and
erode the gains Somalia
has made in recent years,”
he said in a statement re-
leased by Oxfam.

Regulators are con-
cerned that some of the
money transfers may be
finding their way into the
hands of Islamists tied to
the al-Shabab militia.

The Office of the
Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC),a federal
regulator, told the US
bank last year that it
found its anti-money laun-
dering procedures inade-
quate.

In the US, bank direc-
tors are responsible for en-
suring all the funds they
handle are used for legiti-

mate purposes.
The OCC ordered the

Merchants Bank to deter-
mine more exactly the des-
tination of the funds it was
wiring.

But in a letter to its
clients last month,officials
from the bank said they
could not meet the regula-
tors’ requirements and
would have to close their
money wiring service, US
media reported.

Abdullahi Ismail, a
Somali-born US citizen
who lives in California,
told the media that the
local Somali community
was baffled by the deci-
sion.

“Nobody knows what to
do at this point but every-
body’s just shocked by that
news,” he said.

“I really don’t know if
anybody sends money to
the terrorists or launders
money.Most Somalis send
the remittances to their
families,who are not doing
anything wrong in
Somalia.”

In a similar move in
2013, UK banking giant
Barclays also sought to cut
ties with Somalia by clos-
ing the account of leading
Somali money-transfer
operator Dahabshiil.

Barclays, which said it
was part of a crackdown
on money laundering,
eventually agreed to keep
the account open so that
Dahabshiil could find a re-
placement bank.

Somalia does not have a
proper banking system
and has been in turmoil
since the fall of Siad
Barre’s government in
1991.

US bank to
axe Somalia
transfers over
al-Shabab fears
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NIAMEY, Niger – Islamic
extremists from Nigeria
attacked a border town in-
side the neighbouring
country of Niger, marking
the second foreign coun-
try attacked by the group
known as Boko Haram in
several days.

The escalation in vio-
lence came as regional
leaders meet for a second

day in the Cameroonian
capital to finalise plans for
a coordinated military re-
sponse to the terror group
blamed for killing 10,000
people over the past year.

On Wednesday and
Thursday, Boko Haram
fighters attacked a town
inside Cameroon, leaving
nearly 100 people dead
and some 500 others

wounded, according to
Cameroonian officials.

Abba Hassan, a phar-
macist reached in the bor-
der town of Bosso, Niger
said other Boko Haram
militants attacked the
community early Friday
and that soldiers fought
an hour-long battle with
them that caused the
Boko Haram members to

withdraw, leaving the
streets deserted.

“Niger and Chadian
planes are conducting sur-
veillance at the moment
in town and troops on the
ground are combing
through the streets,”
Hassan told the media by
phone.

The region of Niger
where the violence took

place is an area where
refugees already have ar-
rived by the thousands
seeking safety from Boko
Haram attacks elsewhere.

After being bombed out
of several Nigerian towns,
hundreds of Boko Haram
fighters responded by at-
tacking Fotokol in
Cameroon earlier this
week, razing mosques and

churches and warning
Nigeria’s neighbours not
to join the battle against
their insurgency.

Last week,African lead-
ers authorised a 7,500-
strong force to fight the
extremists, including
pledges of troops from
Nigeria, Cameroon,Chad,
Niger and Benin.

Boko Haram extremists spread carnage across borders

THE leaders of Russia,
Germany and France
met yesterday to dis-
cuss a new peace plan
for Ukraine, with a key
issue expected to be
the possible deploy-
ment of international
peacekeepers to areas
racked by a Moscow-
backed insurgency.

Diplomats said Russian
president Vladimir Putin
had made new peace pro-
posals to German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel this
week, and she and French
president François
Hollande flew to Kiev
with their response to the
Kremlin Thursday.

They discussed them
with Ukrainian president
Petro Poroshenko
Thursday night – after he
had held talks with visit-
ing US secretary of state
John Kerry.

Territorial integrity
“Together with Angela

Merkel we have decided

to take a new initiative...
We will make a new pro-
posal to solve the conflict
which will be based on
Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity,”Mr Hollande said.
“For several days Angela
Merkel and I have worked
on a text... a text that can
be acceptable to all. It will
not be said that France
and Germany together
have not tried everything,
undertaken everything, to
preserve the peace. “ This
was suggesting the bid
was entirely European.

Mr Kerry, by contrast,
said the new diplomacy
drive “underscores that,
together, the United
States, France, Germany
and the rest of our inter-
national partners stand
united in calling on
Russia” to de-escalate the
conflict.

“We are not seeking a
confrontation with Russia
– no one is,” Mr Kerry
said. “We are very hope-
ful that Russia will take

advantage of our broad-
based, uniform accept-
ance of the notion that
there is a diplomatic solu-
tion staring everybody in
the face. That is what we
want.”

Moscow accuses
Ukraine’s new pro-west-
ern leaders of launching
a bloody crackdown on
eastern regions with close
ties to Russia, and acting
as puppets of a
Washington that wants to
weaken the Kremlin and

oust Mr Putin.
Mr Poroshenko – who

said Ukraine was facing
“a very critical moment in
our history” – accuses
Russia of sending thou-
sands of troops and
weapons across its border
to reinforce the insur-
gents.

More than 5,350 people
have perished since last
April, and more than one
million have been dis-
placed. Aid groups are
warning of a humanitar-

ian crisis due to indiscrim-
inate shelling by both
sides.

Constructive
conversation

Mr Putin’s chief foreign
policy adviser Yuri
Ushakov said Russia was
“ready for a constructive
conversation” with the
German and French lead-
ers, aimed at stabilising
eastern Ukraine, rebuild-
ing its economy and estab-
lishing dialogue between

the Ukrainian govern-
ment and separatist
chiefs.

Russian foreign min-
istry spokesman
Alexander Lukashenko
said the talks should “clar-
ify” the question of possi-
ble deployment of peace-
keepers, which was “being
discussed at the level of
experts”.

Analysts fear Moscow
wants to create a “frozen
conflict” in eastern
Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (centre) French President Francois Hollande (right) and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel shake hands during their meeting in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Merkel and
Hollande in
Moscow to
discuss Ukraine
peace plan

JUBA – South Sudanese
fighters carried out a
“month of rape” cam-
paign, a top United
Nations rights chief has
said, warning that atroc-
ities continue with a sev-
enth ceasefire broken.

“Violations continue to
take place,” said UN
Secretary-General for
Human Rights Ivan
Simonovic, after visiting
the “destroyed” towns of
Bentiu and Malakal.

Simonovic, speaking

after visiting areas that
have seen some of the
worst fighting in the
past 13 months of war,
said he had received the
“simply appalling” report
of fighters embarking on
a campaign of rape.

“This is absolutely in-
tolerable,” he said, with-
out giving further details
as to which of the multi-
ple armed forces was re-
sponsible.

“It is essential to push
for peace, this situation

is not sustainable,” he
added, in a statement re-
leased yesterday.

Fighting erupted in
South Sudan, the world’s
youngest nation, in
December 2013 when
President Salva Kiir ac-
cused ousted deputy
Riek Machar of attempt-
ing a coup. It quickly
spread from the capital
Juba, triggering a cycle
of retaliatory massacres
across the country.

Zainab Bangura, UN

envoy on sexual violence,
said in October that the
levels of rape in South
Sudan were the worst
she had ever seen, re-
porting horrific accounts
of children and the eld-
erly repeatedly raped.

UN chief Ban Ki-moon
this week accused the
leaders of putting their
own interests above
those of their people,
after they agreed an-
other ceasefire on
Sunday but failed to

reach a power-sharing
deal.

Kiir and Machar have
been set a March 5 dead-
line to strike a final full
peace agreement, but
similar previous dead-
lines have been repeat-
edly ignored. Diplomats
at peace talks in luxury
hotels in Addis Ababa –
due to restart later this
month – have warned
that hopes of formulat-
ing a comprehensive
deal that addresses

South Sudan’s underly-
ing problems and tribal
divisions have faded.

The European Union
has said the latest deal
“made little significant
progress” towards a final
agreement.

More than two dozen
armed forces – from rag-
tag militia, to rebels
from neighbouring
Sudan’s Darfur region, to
Ugandan troops backing
Kiir – are all now fight-
ing.

South Sudan fighters carried out a ‘month of rape’

      



16 • Saturday February 7, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

NEW DELHI – A global
deal to curb carbon emis-
sions must recognise each
country’s right to develop,
France’s foreign minister
said in New Delhi on
Thursday, as the host of
this year’s UN climate
change talks seeks to 
win India’s backing for a
global deal.

Laurent Fabius said
that efforts to reach an
agreement, which is due
at the United Nations
summit in Paris in
December, would fail if
any country believed it
would hurt their economic
prospects.

India, the world’s third-
largest emitter of green-
house gases, often acts as
the voice of the develop-

ing world in climate
change talks, and winning
its support is seen as cru-
cial if countries are to
reach a deal.

“An agreement that
would leave some coun-
tries to consider their
growth hampered by its
provisions will not be ac-
cepted,” Fabius told an au-
dience at an annual sus-
tainable development
summit.

Fabius, who was due to
meet Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
later on Thursday, said he
understood “the con-
straints of India” as it
seeks to grow its economy.

Governments across the
world are expected to sub-
mit national plans to rein

in greenhouse gas emis-
sions by an informal dead-
line of March 31 to form
the basis of the global
agreement due at the
Paris summit.

India has long resisted
pressure to commit to any
emissions targets, on the
grounds that it could
hamper its economy and

that rich countries should
shoulder most of the bur-
den of lowering emissions.

Instead, India has com-
mitted to a huge expan-
sion in renewable energy
and improving the energy
efficiency of its rapidly
growing economy, while at
the same time increasing
its burning of coal to meet

the bulk of its growing en-
ergy needs.

India will build an 
ambitious 100 000 MW 
of solar power capacity –
33 times its current level
– by 2020, two years
ahead of a target date 
announced last year,
Prakash Javadekar,
India’s environment min-

ister, told the same event
in Delhi.

Fabius also argued that
the public and private sec-
tor should commit more
money to a green climate
fund, a UN initiative that
aims to help poor nations
cope with global warming,
if the world is to cut emis-
sions successfully.

BOGOTA (Thomson
Reuters Foundation) –
Forty countries lying
along the Pacific Ocean
from Asia to the Americas
put their tsunami early
warning systems and 
escape drills to the test
this week, with the key
message for some coastal
communities being “run
and seek higher ground”.

Loudspeakers, sirens
and signs marking evac-
uation routes were used
in tsunami simulation 
exercises in countries in-
cluding Colombia, Costa
Rica and Nicaragua, to 
ensure warnings reach 
at-risk coastal commu-
nities and get them to
safety.

The United Nations-
backed initiative aimed to
test communication sys-
tems used in earthquake
and tsunami warnings
and improve how coun-
tries prepare and respond
to disasters.

Nearly 75 per cent of
deadly tsunamis occur in
the Pacific Ocean and con-
nected seas, according 
to the UN, causing thou-
sands of deaths and high
economic losses.

National emergency 
response centres and
agencies in 40 countries
chose one of six simula-
tion exercises involving
earthquakes off the shores
of Japan, Tonga, the

Philippines, Chile, Peru,
Colombia and Ecuador.

Countries, which par-
ticipated in the five-day
drill that wrapped up 
yesterday, spanned from
Thailand, China and
Australia, to the Pacific
Islands, the United States
and south through to
Chile.

They received messages
from the Pacific Tsunami
Warning Centre in Hawaii
and Japan’s Northwest
Pacific Tsunami Advisory
Centre.

“This exercise will be
testing a new enhanced
data product that will
allow governments to bet-
ter forecast a tsunami’s
height, energy and direc-
tion of waves, and then
use that data to commu-
nicate with local popula-
tions,” said Bernardo
Aliaga, head of
UNESCO’s Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic
Commission Tsunami
Progamme.

It is hoped such simula-
tion exercises will allow
countries to better assess
the threat posed by a
tsunami or other natural
disasters and determine
the appropriate level of
alerts to be issued.

Countries which partic-
ipated in the tsunami drill
will meet in Hawaii in
April to review their dis-
aster response.

OSLO – Investing 
to provide drinking
water for 750 million
people in poor nations
who lack clean sup-
plies makes clear 
economic sense with
bigger than expected
health benefits,
World Bank estimates
showed yesterday.

A parallel drive to im-
prove sanitation, espe-
cially in India where
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has made basic toi-
lets a national priority,
would also yield strong 
returns without even 
considering improved
human dignity.

“Provision of basic water
and sanitation facilities ...
would be a good invest-
ment in economic terms,”
Guy Hutton, senior econo-
mist at the World Bank’s
Water and Sanitation
Programme, wrote in a 
report.

Universal access to
basic drinking water at
home would cost $14 bil-
lion a year until 2030 and
yield benefits of $52 bil-
lion, or about $4 for every
dollar spent, according to
the preliminary findings
that will form part of a
wider review.

The benefits were twice
those estimated in a previ-
ous global study Hutton
led in 2012, he told
Reuters, partly because of
larger than expected falls

in diarrheal disease and
lower costs of digging
wells or boreholes.

Overall, building toilets
to eliminate defecation
outside in rural areas
would cost $13 billion a
year to 2030 and give 
benefits of $84 billion, a
return of $6 for every dol-
lar spent. The benefits
were slightly less than 
in a previous study.

Investments in better
water could mean 170 000
fewer deaths a year while
basic sanitation would cut
80 000 deaths, mostly
from infectious diarrhoea.

Water and sanitation

have long been UN prior-
ities. In the past 25 years,
more than two billion peo-
ple of a world population
now totalling about 7.3 bil-
lion have gained access to
better water and almost
two billion to sanitation.

The findings are also
part of a series for the
Copenhagen Consensus
Centre, which is looking
at costs and benefits of
everything from crop re-
search to fighting AIDS 
as part of new UN devel-
opment goals for 2030.

“We can save a lot of
people” with clean drink-
ing water and sanitation,

Bjorn Lomborg, head of
the Centre, told Reuters.
Even so, rates of return
were “not as spectacular”
as investing in nutrition
or ending malaria.

Still, Hutton said the
study estimated only
health benefits and time
saved, such as from walk-
ing to a river to fetch
water.

“They hide intangible
impacts such as dignity,
social status and security,”
he said. The United
Nations in 2010 defined
improved sanitation and
water as fundamental
human rights.

A man carries water in Benghazi, where the city is witnessing a difficult living
conditions due to clashes, on January 4, 2015.

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius (C) speaks to the media after attending the 15th Delhi Sustainable
Development Summit organised by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) in New Delhi on February 5, 2015.

Investments in water in poor nations
give big benefits: World Bank

Tsunami drill unfolds
across 40 countries
from Asia to Americas

Global climate deal
should not hamper
individual countries’
economic growth: France
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FRANKFURT – China
will have more robots
operating in its pro-
duction plants by 2017
than any other country
as it cranks up auto-
mation of its car and
electronics factories,
the International
Federation of Robotics
(IFR) said on Thursday.

Already the biggest
market in the $9.5 billion
(6 billion pound) global
robot trade – or $29 billion
including associated soft-
ware,peripherals and sys-
tems engineering – China
lags far behind its more in-
dustrialised peers in terms
of robot density.

China has just 30 robots
per 10 000 workers em-
ployed in manufacturing
industries, compared with
437 in South Korea,323 in
Japan, 282 in Germany
and 152 in the United
States.

But a race by carmakers
to build plants in China
along with wage inflation
that has eroded the com-
petitiveness of Chinese
labour will push the oper-
ational stock of industrial

robots to more than double
to 428 000 by 2017, the
IFR estimates.

“Companies are forced
to invest ever more in ro-
bots to be more productive
and raise quality,” said
Gudrun Litzenberger,
general secretary of the
Frankfurt-based IFR.

“In the current phase it’s
the auto industry, but in
the next two or three years
it will be driven by the
electronics industry,” she
said.

Japanese robot makers
still have the lion’s share 
of the market, with about
60 per cent, but Chinese
suppliers are growing 
fast, with about a quarter
of the market. Most of 
the rest are supplied by
European and US manu-
facturers.

Four foreign robot mak-
ers – Switzerland’s ABB,
Germany’s Kuka, and
Japan’s Yaskawa and
Fanuc – already have 
production sites in China
and more are expected to
follow.

“The automation of
China’s production plants

has just started,” said 
Per Vegard Nerseth,
Managing Director of 
ABB Robotics. “We have
witnessed swift, almost 
explosive growth over the
last two or three years,
surpassing even our ex-
pectations.”

The automotive indus-
try is by far the largest
customer for robots in
China, accounting for
about 40 per cent of robots
in operation, as China is
both the world’s biggest
car market and its biggest
production site.

European carmakers
such as Volkswagen and
Daimler which have in-
vested heavily in China
are bringing their robotics
suppliers with them,
Litzenberger said.

The electronics industry
is expected to follow.

Taiwanese contract
manufacturing giant
Foxconn, which makes
Apple iPhones and iPads
among other products, is
already making its own
Foxbot robots as well as
using robots bought from
other suppliers.

China to have
most robots in
world by 2017

AN Ubuntu-powered
smartphone is coming to
the market a year and a
half after a previous at-
tempt to launch a model
via crowdfunding failed.

The Aquaris E4.5
Ubuntu edition relies on a
card-like user interface
that is not focused on
apps.

Unlike the original pro-
posal, the handset does
not become a desktop PC
when plugged into a mon-
itor.

It is initially being tar-
geted at “early adopters”,
who developers hope will
become advocates for the
platform.

The British company
Canonical, which devel-
oped the Linux-based op-
erating system, said it
hoped to emulate the suc-
cess of Chinese companies
including Xiaomi with its
launch strategy.

This will include hold-

ing a number of “flash
sales” in Europe begin-
ning next week, in which
the device will be sold 
for short periods of time –
giving the developers an
opportunity to gauge de-
mand and respond to
feedback before commit-
ting to a bigger production
run.

“It’s a proven model –
we’re making sure that
the product lands in the
right hands,” Cristian
Parrino, vice-president of
mobile at Canonical, told
the BBC.

“We are way away from
sticking this in a retail
shop in the High Street.
[But] it’s where we want
to get to.”

Millions of PCs used by
schools, governments and
businesses already run
the desktop version of
Ubuntu.

“The Ubuntu fan base
will clamour to buy the

phone just because they
will be curious to see what
it is, how it works and how
they can develop for it –
they’ll want to be one of
the few that have it,” said
Chris Green, from Davies
Murphy Group Europe.

“But for the broader,

more mainstream, early
adopter market, I think
demand will be con-
stricted because people
are more app-focused.”

Scope cards
The Ubuntu handset can
run apps written in either

the HTML5 web program-
ming language or its own
native QML code.

However, its operating
system effectively hides
them away. Instead of the
traditional smartphone
user interface – featuring
grids of apps – it uses

themed cards that group
together different facili-
ties.

Canonical calls these
Scopes, and they are rem-
iniscent of the swipe-
based card system used
by the Google Now per-
sonal assistant.

Ubuntu smartphone
offers alternative to apps

GOOGLE is starting
again from scratch with
its Glass project, reports
the New York Times.

Sales of the controver-
sial smart spectacles were
halted in January and de-
velopment of the proto-
type was also believed to
have been stopped.

Glass development 
is now being driven by 
former Apple gadget de-
signer Tony Fadell, who
has “reset” the project.

The new version will be
developed internally and
only released when fin-
ished, the newspaper said.

Poor performer
First revealed in 2011,
Google Glass made a big

impact in mid-2012 when
the company demon-
strated it at its develop-
ers’ conference using sky-
divers and stunt cyclists.

But, said the Times in a
lengthy article about the
project’s life, many work-
ing on the device were un-
happy with this exposure
because it meant its final
development had to take
place in public.

The newspaper said the
controversy the project
gained gave rise to ten-
sions among the develop-
ment team, forcing some
key researchers to leave.

Now Glass is being over-
seen by Mr. Fadell, who
helped to bring Apple’s
iPod and other gadgets to

market.
Mr. Fadell became a

Google employee last year
when the search giant
bought his home automa-
tion company Nest.

Development on Glass
was now reportedly all
going to happen in-house
with nothing released
until it was ready.

Technology news site
Ars Technica speculated
that Mr. Fadell’s “reboot-
ing” of the project might
take a long time because
of the poor performance of
the earlier versions.

“There is very little that
Glass does well, so with a
reboot, there isn’t much to
currently work from,” it
said.

The Glass project had the backing of Google founder, Sergey Brin.

The handset’s operating system connects different services to create theme-based cards.

Google to ‘start again’ with Glass project

      



18 • Saturday February 7, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

R
E
X

M
O
R
G
A
N

P
H
A
N
T
O
M

P
R
O
S

A
N
D

C
O
N
S

Z
I
T
S

M
A
R
Y

W
O
R
T
H

M
O
T
H
E
R

G
O
O
S
E

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
7:24 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
7:27 THE NATIONAL

ANTHEM
7:29 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:30 TALK 2000
8:30 THE WIGGLES
9:30 HOMEWORK

ACTION LINE
10:00 SE HABLA ESPANOL
10:30 SPIDER RIDER
11:00 ZORRO
11:30 A DIFFERENT

WORLD
12:00 WILD TALES
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 HOME SHOPPING
1:00 DOUDOU AND HER

MOTHERS-IN-LAW
2:00 FACE 2 FACE
3:00 BIG HAIL
4:00 ISLAND

NEIGHBOURS

4:30 HOME SHOPPING
5:00 KARRY YUH OWN

KEY
6:00 POPULAR

SCIENCES FUTURE
OF

6:52 DOUBLE DRAW
6:55 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:00 CBC EVENING

NEWS
7:30 LOVE STORIES
8:00 MEGA SIX
8:02 EVERYBODY HATES

CHRIS
8:30 Q TV
9:00 DOUBLE DRAW
9:03 Q TV
9:30 ULTIMATE SOULS

VALENTINES
10:30 HAWAII FIVE-O
11:30 MOVIE: WHY DID I

GET MARRIED?
1:30 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS

HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - A cherished project
will take a detour. Adjust immediately and acquire the
skills necessary to roll with this change. Training will
be worth the investment. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - The order in which
you do things will be important. Do the hard thing first
to get it out of the way, and your whole day will go
better. Tonight, relax without feeling guilty. You need
the rest.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Separate what is truly
happening to you from the emotions attached to it.
Form an objective opinion so the emotions don’t even
have a chance to influence your positive interpretation
of events. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - The hardest thing to
gain is momentum. But once you get that going, you’ll
ride the swing of your work and enjoy the rewards
along the way. So do the arduous lifting and don’t give
up.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Some say we come from
nothing and leave into infinity. You prefer to entertain
other theories, and you’ll give some thought to them
today. Deep thoughts lead to better living.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - There will be a conflict
of interests, and this calls upon your maturity and inner
poise. Walk away and brainstorm about this alone. You
can sort it out with a solution that no one else will think
of. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - It doesn’t matter whether
your offender deserves to be forgiven or not. By holding
on to the grievance, you only hurt yourself. Forgiveness
is something you do to set yourself free regardless of
what it does to the other person. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - If love feels like an
uncontrollable force, that’s because it is. You can’t help
what you feel, but you can help what you do about it.
When in doubt about your next move, get distance and
think it over. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Life feels vivid.
You will notice and remember the kind of details that
once escaped you. Spring to a friend’s aid; it’s a loving
gesture that will later be doubly repaid. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - There are times
when the idea of a thing is even more important than the
thing itself. Cling to the idea that makes you feel hopeful
and energised even when the practicalities of that idea
are not working out.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You may find yourself
in a pretty pickle, but getting out of it is simple really:
Acknowledge the facts of a situation, and then decide
what you’re going to do about it. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Excitement and stress
have the same symptoms. It would be nice if you could
simply tell yourself in stressful moments, “This is just
excitement,” thereby changing your outlook. Hey, that
just might work.
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JAMAICANS cele-
brated the 70th an-
niversary of the birth
of late reggae legend
Bob Marley yesterday
with a jamming ses-
sion at his former
home and a free con-
cert as the Caribbean
island continues to
wrestle over his place
in its pantheon of 
heroes.

Marley, who was born
in Nine Miles, northwest
Jamaica, died on May
11, 1981, in a Florida
hospital from cancer, age
36.

A “mini-jam session”
was scheduled at
Marley’s former home 
at Hope Road, north 
of Kingston, as well as
discussions on reggae,
a popular genre that
began in Jamaica in the
1960s with strong influ-
ences from calypso and
jazz and lyrics of social
protest.

A free concert on the
Kingston waterfront
today is expected to
draw crowds, and local
reggae artists, including
one of Marley’s sons, Ky-
Mani, are set to perform.
Police have announced

traffic detours and street
closures in anticipation
of the throngs.

“I was not around
when Bob was alive ...
but people are still ex-
cited about his music,”
said Marcia Facey, 32, a
fashion designer who
lives in Kingston.

Jamaica has debated
for years adding Marley
to its Order of National
Hero, its highest honor.
Jamaica’s current seven
heroes are dominated by

political figures.
No new heroes have

been added since the
1980s and a committee
has been examining
nominations for the last
three years, with Marley
and former Prime
Minister Michael
Manley among a list of
10 names mentioned.

“It is high time that
the government makes
him our eighth national
hero,” said Errol
Campbell, 57, a me-

chanic, also of Kingston.
“Bob was a reggae ge-

nius who has done more
for Jamaica than most
others by popularizing
our music,” he added.

Some committee mem-
bers are believed to op-
pose Marley because he
smoked marijuana and
sometimes disrespected
authority as part of his
Rastafarian faith which
rejects materialism.

A new live album
called “Easy Skanking in
Boston ‘78” will also be
released next week,
according to The Bob
Marley Group of
Companies, featuring
two live shows from
Boston’s Music Hall in
June 1978.

The Marley family is
celebrating the birthday
by launching a “feel good
social video movement”
titled #Share1Love to
honor Marley’s vision of
a better world.

An annual “One Love”
charity soccer match will
be played in Marley’s
honor on February 18 in-
cluding celebrities such
as Olympic sprinters
Usain Bolt and Asafa
Powell.

NEW YORK – Johnny
Depp, the star of the
“Pirates of the
Caribbean” film series,
married his fiancee,
Amber Heard, at their
home in Los Angeles
earlier this week,
according to People 
magazine.

The 51-year-old actor,
who met Heard, 28,
when they appeared 
together in the 2011 film
“The Rum Diary”, tied
the knot on Tuesday in a
small ceremony.

People magazine said
a bigger wedding is
planned for this week-

end on Depp’s private is-
land, Little Hall’s Pond
Cay, in the Bahamas.

The couple, who have
been engaged since late
2012, began dating after
Depp split from his long-
time partner, French ac-
tress Vanessa Paradis.
Depp and Paradis are

the parents of two chil-
dren, a boy and a girl.

Depp gained fame in
the late 1980s after ap-
pearing in the popular
TV series “21 Jump
Street” and later 
starred in “Edward
Scissorhands” and “Alice
in Wonderland”.

SONY PICTURES’ Amy
Pascal has stepped down
as co-chair of Sony’s
movie studio following a
debilitating cyber attack
that revealed her private
e-mails.

Ms. Pascal will start a
production company that
will launch in May 2015.

She has already 
apologised for certain
revelations that came 
as a result of the leaked
e-mails.

Last month, Sony 
condemned the “vicious”
attack, which led it to
suspend the release of
the film ‘The Interview’.

“I have spent almost
my entire professional
life at Sony Pictures and
I am energised to be
starting this new chapter
based at the company I
call home,” said Ms.
Pascal in a statement.

She added that her
transition to a produc-
tion role had been dis-
cussed “for some time”.

As part of the agree-
ment, Sony will fund her

production company for
at least the next four
years, and it will retain
distribution rights.

Sony did not immedi-
ately name a successor 
to Ms. Pascal, leaving
Michael Lynton as 
the sole head of one 
of Hollywood’s biggest
production studios.

THE filming of movie
action sequences has
been restricted by au-
thorities in Paris follow-
ing last month’s attacks
in the French capital.

“There’s a problem
with these action-type
scenes, as the actors in
uniform could be targets
for terrorists,” said 
police commander
Sylvie Barnaud.

“Also, the actors could
pose confusion for the
general public – during
this highly sensitive 
period.”

She said the use 
of fake weapons and 
pyrotechnic effects were
also banned.

Tensions remain high
following the attacks in
January which left 20
people dead, including
three gunmen. Armed
police and soldiers con-
tinue to guard sensitive
sites, including syna-
gogues, media offices
and large shopping
areas.

Commander Barnaud
said she did not know
how long the filming

ban could last, but
added it was common
sense: “I was shocked to
hear witnesses of the
Charlie Hebdo attacks
say on television ‘it
seemed like a movie
shoot to us’”.

Paris is a popular des-
tination for filmmakers,
with its wide boulevards
and dramatic land-
marks such as the 
Eiffel Tower and Louvre
pyramid.

Official statistics pro-
vided by city authorities
showed there were 930
film shoots in Paris last
year, including approxi-
mately 20 international
productions.

Recent box office hits
which were filmed in the
French capital include
Tom Cruise thriller
Edge of Tomorrow, Luc
Besson’s Lucy – starring
Scarlett Johansson –
and the first Taken film.
Matt Damon’s visceral
car chase in his 2002
film The Bourne
Identity remains among
the city’s most memo-
rable action sequences.

J’ca celebrates 70th birthday of
late reggae great Bob Marley

Sony Pictures co-chair
Amy Pascal quits 
after e-mail hack

Amy Pascal is one of
Hollywood’s most pow-
erful women, having
worked at Sony for two
decades.

Action films
restricted in Paris
following attacks

Actor Johnny Depp and girlfriend Amber Heard laugh as they arrive for the UK premiere of ‘Mortdecai’ at
Leicester Square in London on January 19, 2015.

Actor Johnny Depp marries fiancee Amber Heard
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Bridge

Dear Jane, my child
is twelve years old
and she has been

making me proud until
recently.

I secretly went
through her cellphone
and read a few of the
conversations she was
having via a popular
messaging app and I was
very appalled at some of
what I read. This guy
was asking her to send
nude photos and was
using abusive language
repeatedly in the chat.

I took matters into my
own hands and asked
who the person was,
what school they went to
and their age, only to
find out that this boy is
in fifth form at her
school. When I ap-
proached my daughter
about this she simply de-
nied it and said that she
doesn’t know what I am
talking about.

Jane, I was even an-
grier and hurt after that
because she saw it fit to
lie to me about some-
thing I saw with my own
eyes.

I do not know how to
handle a situation like
this. She is too young to
be entertaining such con-
versations and I fear it

will only get worse as
she grows older. I took
away her cellphone but I
feel as though more
needs to be done. What
should my next step be?

Shocked P

DEAR Shocked P,
good job on taking
away the cellphone
and you are right...
more definitely needs
to be done. But first
let me just remind
you that this techno-
logically savvy gener-
ation has easy access
to loads of informa-
tion, the good and the
bad, regardless of age,
and children are not
as sheltered as we’d
like to think. Parents

can no longer be
naive and believe
their kids know noth-
ing about “grown-up
business”.

What should you do
next? Building a solid
relationship with
your daughter during
this new chapter in
her life should be top
priority at the mo-
ment.

Establishing a close
bond with her will in-
fluence her to make
better decisions with
your guidance.

Be straight to the
point when discussing
boys and their inten-
tions at such a young
age, and explain the
consequences she
may have to face if
she continues along
this path.

I’d also suggest that
you get in contact
with the parents of
the boy and see if they
are willing to talk to
their son regarding
his unacceptable ac-
tions.

JANE

Disappointed
in my daughter   

Need Advice? 
Write to AskJane 

c/o Advocate Publishers 2000 Inc 
Fontabelle 
St. Michael

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com 

     

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77036&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Michael Phillips

YELLOW House made it four
straight yesterday at the National
Stadium when they pulled off one of
the closest wins in the history of
Springer Memorial. Going into yes-
terday’s action, the hammer could
have fallen any one of three ways,
but it came all the way down to the
relays to see Yellow remain champi-
ons just about 10 points ahead of
their nearest competition.

Way ahead of the final day, it was said
that the championship would be too close
to call, but when the dust settled,Yellow
House ended on 563.5 points led by 62.5
from Tristan Evelyn who ended up as
Division 1 champion. Blue House was in
for a close second with 552.5, while

Purple House was hot on their heels
with 546.5. The disparity came from
fourth place with Red House finishing
with 473 and Green in last on 224.5
points.

Evelyn was the only Division cham-
pion that Yellow House could boast, but
the sprinter retained her division title
from last year with wins in the 200
Metre (M) (24.73 seconds), 100 M
Hurdles (16.72 seconds), Long Jump
(5.30 M), 100 M (12.08 seconds) on the
day.

A new star rose to the top in Division
2 and a phenomenal performance from
Sierra Coward kept Blue House in the
running and saw her walking off with
the Senior Victrix Ludorum title. With
26.70 seconds (s) for Gold in the 200 M,
16.29 s in the 100 M Hurdles, and second

places in the 100 M (13.52 s) and the 300
M Hurdles (54.18 s), Coward blasted her
way to stardom with 78 points for the
largest individual haul.

Selena Johnson was the Division 3
champion and she made a hefty contri-
bution of 65 points towards Blue House’s
final tally as well as taking away the
Junior Victrix Ludorum title. The 14
year-old, despite finishing third in the
200 M behind Ashley Jordan and Senica
Clarke, came to the fore in the 75 M
Hurdles (13.87 s) and the 200 M Hurdles
(32.54 s).

In Division 4, it was Dymon Clarke
that took the title with 53.5 points for
Blue. She won the 200 M in 29.18 s, the
75 M Hurdles in 16.59 s, the 100 M in
14.40 s and the 400 M.

The Division 5 champion was Julisa

Jones-Smith (62) and the youngster
showed her mettle for Purple House on
the day by running up a class and finish-
ing behind Johnson in the Division 3
200 M Hurdles.After other second-place
finishes in the 200 M (28.68) behind
Khadeja Straughn, and the 400 M
(1:11.22 minutes) behind Neena Gittens,
she found some redemption with win in
the 75 M Hurdles with 15.26 s.

With all of the day’s excitement pass-
ing, the hottest moment on the track
came in the final event when the Yellow
House 4 X 400 Relay team destroyed a
2011 record set by Purple House. The
team which consisted Evelyn, Tanisha
Stanford, Danielle Pollard and Tricia
Phillips completely eclipsed the old mark
of 4:32.44 and shaved almost 10 seconds
off by clocking 4:24.48 minutes.

Yellow seize a fourth win at Springer
Shaquona Scott of Purple House winning the U-15
400.

Dymon Clarke of Blue House finished 1st and Kezia
Harris of Red House 2nd in the U-15 100.

Kylia Smith came 2nd in the U-20 Long Jump
(5.28M).

Tristan Evelyn of Yellow House winning the U-20 100 Hurdles. Sierra Coward of Blue House winning the U-17 100 Hurdles.
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BARBADOS Pride cap-
tain Kraigg Brathwaite
scored 72 as his team
crept along to a total of
182/4 off 90 overs at the
close of their first in-
nings.

Barbados are coming up
against the Leeward
Islands Hurricanes, who
won the toss and sent them
into bat on the opening day
of the fifth round of the
West Indies Cricket
Board’s (WICB) PCL four-
day match at Kensington
Oval yesterday.

After watching a num-
ber of his partners falling
by the wayside, opening
batsman Brathwaite edged
a ball to the first slip off
medium pacer Sherwin
Peters. He faced 232 balls
and struck six fours.

Despite the slow scoring
by the home team, Shane
Dowrich and Roston Chase
had built up a half century
partnership before the

close. Both finished un-
beaten with Chase on 28
and Dowrich, 27.

The other batsmen to be
sent back into the pavilion
were Kyle Corbin,who was
caught at forward square-
leg by Montcin Hodge off
fast bowler Gavin Tonge
for 26; Kirk Edwards who
was bowled off the inside
edge by pacer Orlando
Peters for five; and Shai
Hope,who was driving and
caught at slip by Devon
Thomas off off-spinner
Rahkeem Cornwall for 12.

The visitors did not delay
in taking the second new
ball as soon as it was avail-
able with Barbados only on
156/4.

In the bowling depart-
ment,Gavin Tonge bowled
19 overs which included 10
maidens and took one
wicket for 32 runs.

Other wicket-takers in-
cluded Orlando Peters
with 40/1; Rahkeem

Cornwall 47/1;and the eco-
nomical Sherwin Peters
who bowled 15 overs which 
included nine maidens 
and one wicket for 11 
runs.

Play resumes today at
the same venue.

Teams:
Barbados Final XI:

Kraigg Brathwaite (cap-
tain), Tino Best, Carlos
Brathwaite,Roston Chase,
Kyle Corbin, Miguel
Cummins,Shane Dowrich,
Kirk Edwards, Shai Hope,
Ashley Nurse, Jomel
Warrican.

Leeward Islands
Hurricanes Final XI:
Devon Thomas (captain),
Quinton Boatswain,
Rahkeem Cornwall,
Jahmar Hamilton,
Montcin Hodge, Orlando
Peters, Sherwin Peters,
Austin Richards Jr,Akeem
Saunders, Gavin Tonge,
Hayden Walsh Jr.

Slow going for
Barbados Pride

By Petra Gooding

CODRINGTON HOUSE
made it look so easy as
they swept to yet another
inter-house title when the
Lodge School held the
Henry Inniss Inter-House
Championships yesterday
at the school ground 
in Massiah Street, St.
John.

Codrington amassed
1187.18 points; Gooding
was second with 1051.18
points; in third was
Emtage with 799.02
points; fourth was
Laborde with 736.72
points; while Wedderburn
was fifth with 706.34.

Junior Victrix Ludorum
Akayla Morris was one of
the athletes who helped to
take Codrington to the
title with 106 points to her
name alone.Morris totally
obliterated the competi-
tion in the Division Three
Girls,winning the 100 me-
tres, 200 metres, 400 me-
tres, 800 metres, 1500 me-
tres, discus, shot putt,
javelin, high jump and
long jump.

She also set two records
at the championships.The
new mark in the Division
Three Girls’ Long Jump
now stands at 5.14 metres,
up from 4.75 metres;while
she took the 100 metre
mark to 12.64 seconds,

down from the previous
time of 12.65 seconds.

Team-mate Shamar

Barker was crowned the
Junior Victor Ludorum
after picking up 108

points. He recorded victo-
ries in the 100 metres, 200
metres, 400 metres, 800

metres, 1500 metres, high
jump, long jump and triple
jump.

Akeem McCollin of
Laborde left everyone in
his wake in the Division
One Boys’ 100 metres.
Despite the wet, slippery
conditions, McCollin sped
to victory in 11.03 seconds.
Wade Garner of Emtage
was second in 11.31 sec-
onds while Ross Jordon of
Codrington House was
third in 11.40 seconds.

Danae Gill of Emtage
won the Girls’ equivalent
in 12.59 seconds while
Shadika Phillips was sec-
ond in 13.78 seconds.Anya
Williams of Laborde was
third in 14.02 seconds.

Tramaine Smith of
Gooding predictably won
the Division Two Boys’ 
400 metres, crossing the
line first in 54.00 seconds.
He was pushed all the 
way to the line by Miguel
Rochester of Wedderburn
who was second in 54.31
seconds, while Tyrell
Barnes of Gooding was
third in 55.67 seconds.

The expected showdown
between Smith and
Rochester in the 200 me-
tres did not materialise as
Smith did not face the
starter for that event.
Rochester went on to win
in 25.32 seconds while
Jamali Lynch of Laborde
was second in 25.41 sec-
onds and Barnes was
third in 25.44 seconds.

Barbados captain Kraigg Brathwaite scored 72 runs.

Codrington House still running things at Lodge

Junior Victrix Ludorum Akayla Morris swept to 
victory in all of the events contested in the Division
Three Girls’ and set two records as well. 

Junior Victor Ludorum Shamar Barker of Codrington
House about to win the Division Three Boys’ 400 
metres.
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USA wicketkeeper-batsman Steven
Taylor has been selected as one of six
Associate players from the ICC Americas
region to get a tryout with a Caribbean
Premier League franchise in June. The
other players were Bermuda wicket-
keeper Christian Burgess as well as
Canada’s Nikhil Dutta, Nitish Kumar,
Farhan Malik and Satsimranjit Dhindsa.

The six players were part of a 14-man
ICC Americas development squad that
participated in an eight-day training
camp in Barbados in December.The final
six players were decided through per-
formances in practice matches at the
camp as well as for their respective 
national teams.

They will be competing with four West
Indies U-19 players in each of their re-
spective CPL franchise squads during
the tryout phase in June.Only one player
from each group will be given a CPL
contract for their franchise for the 2015
CPL season.

“I’m really excited about the opportu-

nity to impress the CPL coaches and
players and hopefully prove that North
America can be a recruiting ground for
the CPL and other first class teams,”
Taylor said in a CPL press release.As re-
cently as 2013, Taylor scored 162 off 102
balls in a USA win over Nepal, who will
be participating in the next edition of the
WCL Championship.

Kumar, Dutta and Dhindsa were all a
part of Canada’s squad at ICC WCL
Division Two in Namibia last month.
Kumar scored the only century at the
tournament, 104 off 106 balls in a win
over Uganda and was Canada’s leading
scorer at the tournament.

Dutta, an offspinning allrounder, and
fast bowler Dhindsa contributed eight
and six wickets respectively at the tour-
nament while Dhindsa’s handy lower-
order batting saw him top Canada’s av-
erages at the tournament with 108.00
after he was only dismissed once in five
innings with a high of 43 not out.

Burgess was Bermuda’s leading scorer

at WCL Division Three in Malaysia last
October with 166 runs and was the only
Bermuda player to score more than 
100 runs on aggregate at the tourna-
ment.

(espncricinfo.com)

By Petra Gooding

THE nucleus of last year’s winning
Barbados Tridents’ team will be 
back in the blue yellow for the 2015
version of the Caribbean Premier 
League.

The CPL draft was held on Thursday
in Jamaica and Captain Kieron Pollard
and Manager Desmond Haynes man-
aged to retain experienced players such
as Dwayne Smith, Shoaib Malik and
Ravi Rampaul. The Tridents will also
boast the talents of South Africans
Justin Ontong and Robin Peterson and
young players like Kyle Corbin and
Navin Stewart.

At the end of the draft, Pollard 
told reporters that he believes his 
squad contains the right balance of
youth and experience needed to 
win the title for the second straight
year.

“I think we have the right balance of
youth and experience. Justin Ontong –
most guys would not have heard of him
– he played for South Africa recently, he
was with Cape Cobras, he was the cap-
tain there, he batted at five six 
so that is a good combination for us
here. Robin Peterson is another experi-
enced guy for the middle. He can open
the bowling he bats left hand and
throws with his right hand. Those were
all the things we thought about and
hopefully it can work for us,” said
Pollard.

There were a number of big name
players in the draft like Kevin
Pietersen, Shaid Afridi and Lasith
Malinga, but Pollard noted they were
keen on keeping the majority of the
squad in tact.

“We retained our top four guys, the
core of our team for the last couple
years, in the first four rounds. We try to
go for guys who are more hungry, who
would be more effective in these 
sort of conditions. We got the core of 
the team from the last two years and
that was most important to us,” said
Pollard.

The explosive right-hander put the
challengers for the title on notice that
he himself will be coming hard this year.

“Now I have put myself in the bracket
of being hungry to get back on the inter-
national team. I guess that is what I
need to do, put the stats up on the
board, get some not-outs and get that
average up as well,” said Pollard.

The full Barbados Tridents Squad is
as follows:

Kieron Pollard (Captain), Shoaib
Malik, Dwayne Smith, Ravi Rampaul,
Jason Holder, Rayad Emrit, Dilshan
Munaweera, Jonathan Carter, Justin
Ontong, Ashley Nurse, Robin Peterson,
Akeal Hosein, Navin Stewart, Shai
Hope, Kyle Corbin.

Six associate players 
to get a CPL look-in

Pollard
happy with
balanced
Tridents
squad

GETTING themselves into athletics in
2014 with a major sponsorship of 
the opening ceremony of the 
Barbados Secondary Schools’ Athletic
Championships, Scotiabank have taken
their allegiance to the sport a step further
by supporting a new cause.

Proving themselves as a local athletics
powerhouse with 15 straight wins in the
inter-school competition, Springer
Memorial will now fall under the inter-
national bank’s umbrella of support.

Ahead of the start of the Government
Hill’s inter-house athletic championships
yesterday at the National Stadium,
Scotiabank’s Marketing Manager
Amanda Lynch-Foster gave an address to
those on hand and explained that it was
a pleasure join with the institution.

Noting that her organisation was better
known for its support of cricket, Lynch-
Foster explained that both the sport of
track and field and Springer Memorial
had paid their dues, and since the spon-
sorship of BSSAC last year, the time had
come to expand their horizons.

“We enjoyed that experience so much
that not only will we be sponsoring
BSSAC once more this year, but we have
launched this exciting sponsorship with
the Springer Memorial School. We have
chosen to increase our support of athlet-
ics for a very simple reason – track and
field deserves it. Plain and simple.While
cricket is arguably still king in the
Caribbean, it is track and field – which
has had so much less money and atten-
tion – that has really been proving its

worth,” she said.
Stating that the school had a big part

to play in the development of track and
field in Barbados and citing the acco-
lades of athletes such as Akela Jones,
Lynch-Foster went on to say that when
they were approached concerning spon-
sorship, the decision was an easy one to
make.

“We had first partnered with Springer
on a smaller scale a few years ago in 2013
when we sent your relay team to par-
ticipate in the Toronto International
Track and Field Games.That came about
because we knew about the quality of
your school’s athletics programme and
we’re proud that we are now officially
associated with it,” she added.

(MP)

Scotiabank and Springer join forces

In 2013, Steven Taylor scored 162 off
102 balls against Nepal.

Springer Memorial Principal Pauline Benjamin (left) and Coach Julie Phillips (right) flank (left to right) athletes Jade
Searles and Shonte´ Seale and Scotiabank Marketing Manager Amanda Lynch-Foster during yesterday’s announcement.
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MADRID – Real Madrid defender Sergio
Ramos will be out of action for five weeks,
coach Carlo Ancelotti confirmed on
Friday.

Spain international Ramos, 28, suf-
fered a torn hamstring in Wednesday’s 2-
1 La Liga win over Sevilla and limped off
after just nine minutes, replaced by
Nacho.

“Sergio’s injury is a serious one.He’ll be
out for five weeks,” Ancelotti said.

Ramos, who had already been ruled
out of Saturday’s derby against Atletico,
could also miss both legs of Champions
League round of 16 against Schalke, on
February 18 and March 10.

The centre-back’s absence is a major
blow for Real, who already had to do
without James Rodriguez (foot), Pepe
(rib) or Luka Modric (thigh).

Against their Madrid rivals, Real are
set to start with Raphael Varane, 21, and
Nacho, 23, at the heart of the defence.

“I trust those two players. They are
very good players. They are dedicated
and willing to play. I am convinced they
will do good things on Saturday”,
Ancelotti said.

Real, currently top of the league with
54 points, face Atletico on Saturday for
the 10th time in the past year in all com-
petitions.

BATA, Equatorial Guinea – Herve
Renard is patently a hard man to please.

There was no smile from the victorious
Ivory Coast coach after a dominant per-
formance from his team that booked
them a place in the African Nations Cup
final with a 3-1 win over Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The Frenchman won the trophy with
Zambia three years ago and is on course
to lift it again with a powerful squad to
become the first coach to claim the
Nations Cup with different countries.

But he made clear his discontent with
the manner of the triumph over DR
Congo in Wednesday’s semi-final, even if
the Ivorians were the better, stronger
and cleverer team.

“That might be the way you saw it but
I didn’t like this game,” he told reporters.

“We didn’t do all the things right as we
should, maybe at times we didn’t show
enough respect to our opponent.

“If the players are not listening they
can get caught out,” he added, maintain-
ing his long-standing complaint about
the star-studded Ivorians pulling in dif-
ferent directions.

“I was worried that playing a fifth
game in this tournament would prove
very tough but the most important is
that we reached the final.We didn’t have
the same level in the two halves and DR
Congo were always dangerous on the
counter-attack.

“I said to the players at half-time they
were not playing like they realised this

was a match to get to the final of the
Nations Cup. They didn’t show enough
determination in the first half like you
should in a semi-final. Maybe there
weren’t enough spectators to give it the
right atmosphere.”

Renard took unheralded Zambia to the
2012 title, beating the Ivorians in the
final on penalties. The 46-year-old

Frenchman struggled through his first
seven months with the Ivory Coast, who
sneaked through the qualifiers and
started the tournament in Equatorial
Guinea with two draws. But three wins
in a row have sent them into the final for
a second time in three tournaments.

They will play Equatorial Guinea or
Ghana in Sunday’s decider.

MOROCCO have been banned from
the next two Africa Cup of Nations
after failing to host this year’s tour-
nament.

The country’s football federation was
also fined US$1m (£650,000) and ordered
to pay 8m euros (£5.9m) in damages.

Morocco had expressed concerns about
hosting this year’s event following the
outbreak of the Ebola virus in Africa.

They asked for the tournament to be
delayed until 2016, but the
Confederation of African Football (Caf)
rejected the request.

Equatorial Guinea were named as re-
placement host for the 16-team event,
while Morocco, who had qualified as

hosts, were expelled.
Caf also fined hosts Equatorial Guinea

US$100,000 (£65,000) for crowd trouble
during Thursday’s Africa Cup of Nations
semi-final loss to Ghana.

Tunisian Football Association presi-
dent Wadie Jary was also banned from all
activities by Caf after his organisation
failed to apologise for accusing African
football’s governing body of cheating.

Tunisia made the allegations after
being beaten by quarter-final opponents
Equatorial Guinea in controversial cir-
cumstances.

The 2014 Africa Cup of Nations fin-
ishes on Sunday, when Ghana and Ivory
Coast meet in the final in Bata.

MALABO – Equatorial Guinea were
fined $100 000 on Friday for the behav-
iour of their supporters during
Thursday’s violence-strewn African
Nations Cup semi-final loss to Ghana.

The tournament hosts will,however,be
allowed to have spectators for their third
place playoff match against the
Democratic Republic of Congo at the
same venue on Saturday.

They were told that as part of their
sanction they must play their next game
behind closed doors but this part of the
punishment has been suspended, the
Confederation of African Football said in
statement on Friday.

At least 36 people were treated by the
medical teams at the stadium after the

rioting that interrupted the semi-finals.
“All the injured were supported and

attended to on site. A total of 14 were
transferred to hospital units for further
investigations with one case requiring
close monitoring,” CAF added.

Angry home fans pelted Ghana’s team
officials and spectators with an assort-
ment of missiles as their side went be-
hind.

Ghana fans were attacked as they cel-
ebrated and they fled on to the playing
area, seeking sanctuary behind the back
of the goal.

Equatorial Guinea were fined $5,000
on Monday for an invasion of the pitch by
a few spectators after their upset win
over Tunisia in the quarter-final in Bata.

Morocco banned
from next two
tournaments

Equatorial Guinea
fined for violence
at Nations Cup

Real
Madrid’s
Sergio
Ramos
ruled out
for 5 weeks 

Ivory Coast
coach
unhappy
after win in
semi-final

Ivory Coast’s head coach Herve Renard of France.
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ZURICH – FIFA president Sepp
Blatter on Friday warned Qatar
against trying to form an imported
team for the 2022 World Cup they
will host and labelled the foreign
team it used at the world handball
championships as an “absurdity”.

“The nation of 2.2 million faces the
huge challenge of forming a competitive
national football team by 2022. However,
this cannot be achieved by quickly natu-
ralising players,” Blatter said in a com-
mentary for the FIFA Weekly journal.

He said that football’s world body does

not allow this, unlike the International
Handball Federation.

According to Blatter, Qatar’s players,
who reached last weekend’s final at the
handball world championships “contra-
dict the spirit of a national team”.

The Qatar squad included players born
in Bosnia-Hercegovina, France, Spain,
Cuba and Montenegro. Several had
played for other national teams prior to
the tournament but handball allows
players to play for more than one coun-
try.

“The fact that sport builds social

bridges and brings cultures together can-
not be stressed often enough,” said the
FIFA president, who is campaigning for
a new term in May’s election.

“However,what happened at this year’s
men’s world handball championship in
Qatar stretched this notion to the point
of absurdity,” he said.

Under FIFA rules, a player has to have
been born in the country he represents or
his parents have to have been were born
there. Otherwise, the player must have
spent at least five years living there to
qualify.

MADRID – Zinedine Zidane is shaping
up as a future coach of Real Madrid,pres-
ent incumbent Carlo Ancelotti said on
Friday.

Zidane, who is currently coaching the
Real reserve side Castilla, “has all the
qualities” required to take the helm of the
club, Ancelotti told a news conference.

“I enjoy Zidane’s work, he’s doing very
well,” Ancelotti said.

After a difficult start of the season,

Castilla are top of Spain’s third tier
league.

“He’s doing very well in his first year in
charge. He’s taken Castilla to first place
and he needs to keep up the good work.

“It’s pretty clear to me he has all the
qualities to coach a big team.And that in-
cludes Real Madrid,” said the Italian
manager, who appointed the French leg-
end last season.

After seeing Castilla lose five of their

first six initial games, Zidane has turned
things around and his young charges
have now lost just once in the past four
months.

They could increase their lead when
they take on Athletic Bilbao’s reserves on
Sunday, a match which could see
Norwegian teenage prodigy Martin
Odegaard, snapped up from under the
noses of many European giants in the
transfer window, could make his debut.

COBHAM, UK – Jose Mourinho insisted
Friday that new signing Juan Cuadrado
was not a “panic buy” as the Chelsea
manager resumed relations with the
media during a tetchy press conference.

Mourinho refused to speak to the
media before or after Premier League
leaders Chelsea’s 1-1 draw with
Manchester City last week because of
the Football Association’s decision to ban
Diego Costa for stamping in the League
Cup semi-final win over Liverpool.

Costa was banned for three games for
a challenge on Liverpool’s Emre Can,
with Mourinho saying excessive media
scrutiny was behind the suspension.

The Chelsea manager, who risks a
Premier League fine for his self-imposed
silence, was evidently still agitated on
Friday.

Indeed, the Portuguese admitted he
was only present at the press conference
at the club’s Cobham training ground,
south of London, because he had to be.

Recent decisions against Chelsea were
indirectly, and sometimes sarcastically,
referred to, as was the fact that Arsene
Wenger was not punished for pushing
Mourinho in Arsenal’s 2-0 defeat at
Stamford Bridge last October.

Meanwhile, Mourinho, whose side will
kick-off at strugglers Aston Villa on
Saturday with a five-point lead over sec-
ond-placed Manchester City, the reigning
champions, pointedly refused to mention
Costa by name.

His sour mood was made evident im-
mediately, when he was asked whether
he was excited by the signing of
Cuadrado, who arrived from Fiorentina
for a reported fee of £23.3 million ($34.9
million,30.8 million euros),as a direct re-

placement for Andre Schurrle, who
joined Wolfsburg.

“Normal,” Mourinho responded,with a
facial expression that didn’t exactly indi-
cate his mood was normal.

"It’s not a panic buy. It’s a reaction to
Schurrle, a departure that is not a panic
buy because he (Cuadrado) is a player
we’ve known for a long, long time.

“Schurrle is a player we like very, very

much but the business was very good.We
are happy with it.”

- Noisy silence -
Mourinho was then asked why he has

never won at Villa Park, one of just two
English stadiums -- along with St James’
Park -- where he has not enjoyed victory.

“Because the opponents score more
goals than us, or sometimes the same
number of goals,” Mourinho said.

The former was the case last season, as
Villa won 1-0 in a bad-tempered game
that saw the Chelsea manager sent off
along with Ramires and Willian. He ap-
peared to still be angry about that too.

“There are matches that are impossi-
ble to win and you have to be smart
enough to understand that.”

Mourinho’s mood became so difficult
that he was asked the reason, and
whether it was because he had to speak
to the press.

“Speak to you? You know why I’m here,
so you cannot expect that I’m super
happy to be here,” he said.

When asked whether he expected to be
punished for not talking to the media
before the City match, Mourinho re-
sponded with another grievance, refer-
encing Wenger’s push.

“You know, the only surprise I had in
relation for that was not to be punished
when I was pushed by another manager.
Apart from that, I can expect every-
thing.”

Regarding his reasons for not speaking
to the press, the Chelsea manager said:
“Because, if you want, you can make a si-
lence very noisy.

“It depends what you want to do. You
could make noise with my silence, be-
cause you know the reason for my si-
lence. It depends on you. If I was a jour-
nalist, from silence I could make lots of
words.”

Otherwise, Mourinho confirmed that
there were only two absences for
Saturday, Filipe Luis and Costa -- whom
he refused to name.

“Filipe is injured and the player who is
suspended is suspended. Everybody
(else) is fit.”

Zinedine Zidane

Sepp Blatter

‘Zidane could be future Real coach’

Blatter warns Qatar over
imported national team

No panic over Cuadrado says angry Mourinho

Colombian midfielder Bello Juan Guillermo Cuadrado (L) fights for the ball
with Guingamp’s French Malian forward Mana Dembele
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RUSSIA’S Athletics Federation
(VFLA) president Valentin
Balakhnichev wants doping to
become a criminal offense in his
country, he said yesterday.

“We need to treat doping as a class A
drug,” the 65-year-old Balakhnichev, who
will leave his post this month, told
Reuters.

Russian athletics has recently been
rocked by a number of doping revelations.
Three Olympic walk champions, Olga
Kaniskina, Valery Borchin and Sergei
Kirdyapkin, were found guilty of doping
offences and handed long bans in
January.

This led to the head coach of the
Russian athletics team, Valentin
Maslakov, resigning on Jan. 23 while
Balakhnichev will step down on Feb. 17
having been president since 1990.

Russian anti-doping agency RUSADA
suspended a number of athletes in
January, including Kaniskina, Borchin
and Kirdyapkin.

A German television documentary,
broadcast by ZDF/ARD in December,
alleged systematic doping in Russian
sport.

It featured an undercover video of what
it said were athletes and coaches
admitting covering up positive drug tests.

The allegations have not been verified
by Reuters and Balakhnichev has
previously denounced them as “a pack of
lies”.

Hardest years

He conceded that the last two months
had been the hardest of his 25 years as
federation president but defended his
record.

“This has not been a shameful period.
It has been a period where we are
continuing the fight against doping,
which I have led for all these years,”
Balakhnichev said.

“We are constantly updating the anti-
doping laws. In 2008 we created the
independent RUSADA anti-doping
agency while we have made our coaches
more answerable to our sportsmen.”

Balakhnichev has previously failed in
his bid to make doping a criminal offense.

“I said that this should be done quite a
few years ago to make the punishment a
lot more serious than just a two-year
disqualification. However, the VFLA is
unable to change the laws of the Russian
Federation.”

“Discussions took place regarding this
topic and opinion was split into two
camps. Half supported this move,
however the other half, who asked – ‘Do
you want to put our sportsmen in jail?’ –
were unsure.Therefore doping in Russia
has not yet become a criminal offense.”

According to Balakhnichev, the fight
against doping in Russia should be
carried out at government level.

“Today the amount of doping products
being sold around the world reaches the
levels of illegal drugs.

“If doping is seen as equal to taking
drugs then it will become more effective
to fight it. Anyway we will be able to

decrease the trafficking of doping
products in our country.”

Commercial system
“Sport has become part of a huge

commercial system which involves sums
of money running into billions.”

“The old saying ‘Faster, Higher,
Stronger’ does not work any more. You
need to add the word ‘Cleaner’ to the list,”
Balakhnichev added.

The country’s walkers have been at the
forefront of the doping problem. Since
2011 RUSADA has disqualified some 50
sportsmen and women and more than
20 were walkers.

“Over the last few years Erythropoietin
(EPO) has become more and more
common,” said Balakhnichev.

“It is used to increase stamina.Walking
in this sense is one of the hardest sports.
Therefore unfortunately amongst
walkers it has become more and more
popular.”

“We asked RUSADA to carry out an
investigation into the practices of the
National Walking Centre in Saransk.All
the walkers who have been disqualified
came through one system, which we did
not keep a sharp enough eye on.”

Despite the doping problems
Balakhnichev said his tenure as VFLA
president had been a fruitful one.

“Looking back I can say that I have
done a lot for Russian athletics.We have
hosted two world championships in 2006
and 2013.Our teams have competed well,
even if you don’t count those medals that

will soon be taken away from us,”he said.
“Of course the doping scandals have

spoilt my reputation but this is life. You
need to know that a warning awaits you.
However, the threat we have encountered
is not fatal. We can get over this.”

THE inaugural European Games this
year will convince skeptics of their rightful
place on the sports calendar and the event
will eventually attract top track and field
athletes and swimmers missing this time,
officials said yesterday.

The first such Games for Europe,which
unlike other continents did not have a
continental event like the Asian or Pan-
American Games, will be held in Baku,
Azerbaijan from June 12-28.

More than 6,000 athletes will be
competing in 20 sports, 11 of which are
offering direct or indirect qualification for
the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.

But they have not managed to attract
Europe’s top swimmers or track and field
athletes,a major drawback for any multi-
sports event, with both sports among the
most popular but represented at a low
level in Baku.

“When we got permission to do this
feasibility study for the European Games
six or eight years ago, we had many
laughers and jokers,” said Patrick Hickey,
president of the European Olympic
Committees (EOC) in a conference call.

“They said it would never happen.”
The EOC could not have hoped for a

better inaugural host with energy-rich
Azerbaijan having the cash to raise the
profile of the Games and the country
eager to position itself as an efficient host
of major sports events.

“We are very happy with our situation
at the moment,” said Hickey. “We had a
maximum of ten sports in our original
idea. We jumped form ten to 20 and even
refused six sports.”

“We are fully aware that we do not have
(the top) track and field and swimming
athletes. Next Games we will see the

involvement of the top sports as well.”
The EOC has yet to name a second host

city but Hickey said candidates were in
talks.

The future of the European Games
hinges on Baku in terms of commercial
success and broadcasting.

Games chief operating officer Simon
Clegg said deals with 33 territories had
agreed to beam an average of five hours
of television pictures per day, including
ceremonies and daily highlights.

“We will have broadcasting across all
Olympic continental bases,” Clegg said,
adding that a deal with a U.S.broadcaster

was also imminent.
Azerbaijan has also offered assurances

for Armenian athletes competing at the
Games despite the ongoing conflict over a
disputed territory between the two
countries, Hickey said.

Armenia and Azerbaijan have renewed
fighting along their border and around
the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh
region.

Violence has intensified since the start
of this year, underlining the risk of
broader conflict in the South Caucasus, a
region crisscrossed by oil and gas
pipelines.

THE killing of two Japanese nationals by
Islamic State in Syria has prompted the
Japanese Table Tennis Association to
withdraw from tournaments in Kuwait
and Qatar.

The JTTA had planned to send 33
competitors to the Kuwait and Qatar
Open later this month, but withdrew on
advice from the Japanese government
for its citizens not to travel to the Middle
East, Kyodo reported.

The Kuwait Open runs from Feb.11-15,
while the Qatar event in Doha is from
Feb. 17-22. Both tournaments are part of
the World Tour.

Doping should be criminal offense: Russia chief

Inaugural European Games will convince skeptics

Russia’s Athletics Federation (VFLA)
president Valentin Balakhnichev.

Japan team
withdraw from
Middle East
tournaments Baku, host city of the first European Games.

Misako Wakamiya of Japan plays 
during the World Tour, Feb 1, 2015.
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SPANIARD Alejandro Canizares
picked up three shots in his last four
holes to card a spot-free seven-
under-par 65 and surge into a tie for
the lead with champion Lee
Westwood at the halfway stage of the
Malaysian Open yesterday.

Former world number one Westwood,
tied for the lead overnight with Ryder
Cup team mate Graeme McDowell,
produced a 67 in his second round in the
$3 million event at the Kuala Lumpur
Golf and Country Club that is co-
sanctioned by the European and Asian
tours.

The Englishman, who also won the
event in 1997, mixed six birdies with a
lone bogey in his second round to open up
a three-shot lead at one point,but a strong
finish from Canizares for the lowest score
this week left him equal on 11-under.

“I played nicely again,”Westwood said.
“It was pretty solid again and I probably
only hit one poor shot all day, from the
middle of the fairway on the fifth hole – I
was going in with a five iron and blocked
it right into the water.”

“Other than that it was very good, and
I felt very comfortable out there. I hit a lot
of fairways and some good iron shots and

made some nice putts.”
“It was great to birdie two of the last

three and go from one in front to three in
front.”

The duo were three strokes ahead of
Austrian Bernd Wiesberger (66) in third
on eight-under, with England’s Paul
Waring (68) and Ireland’s Peter Lawrie
(66) a stroke further back in fourth.

Canizares came to Malaysia riding
some good form having already finished
12th in Abu Dhabi and eighth in Qatar
this year, and he will hope to finish even
higher this week.

“It was a lot of fun and I played really
well,” the 32-year-old said. “I wasn’t so
good off the tee today, but I putted really
well.”

“I made some great up-and-downs
when I missed a shot,and I’m very happy
overall. I can’t wait for the weekend – it
will be a lot of fun.”

“It’s a great position to be in and I
couldn’t ask for any better.Hopefully I can
keep it going.”

McDowell’s round was spoiled by a
bogey and a double-bogey on the 11th and
12th holes and he finished on 73, for a
two-day total of five-under and eighth
place.

Canizares joins champion Westwood at the top

Alejandro Canizares of Spain tees off on the 15th hole during the third round of
the DP World Tour Championship in Dubai in this photo taken on November 16,
2013.

     



FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACES

SUITABLE for Medical or Profes-
sional services

Located in Strathclyde (near 
B’town – Business area)

Easily accessible – adequate 
parking

Spaces from 500sq ft up to 
2000sq ft

Contact 249-4382 or 249-2933

REAL ESTATE
APTARTMENT FOR SALE 

BANYAN COURT, CHELSEA
ROAD. 2-BEDROOMS  1-BATH-
ROOM. SEMI-FURNISHED. 

TEL:436-5230/426-2815

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

Be A Home Owner Now!

House and Land packages avail-
able. Choose your house design 
and size. 

*Athur Seat - St. Thomas from 
$295,000.00

*Pilgrim Place - Ch. Ch. from 
$340,000.00

Don’t delay contact us today.

Tel:230-5346
Email

rbesproman@gmail.com

JOB SEEKERS
YOUNG LADY SEEKS a job as 

a housekeeper. Available to 
work Monday-Friday.

Call: 249-8543

CHURCH
NOTICES
JAMES STREET

METHODIST CHURCH
BRIDGETOWN

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2015

9:00AM
REV DR CUTHBERT A ED-

WARDS

5:30PM
REV DR CUTHBERT A

EDWARDS 

HAWTHORN
METHODIST CHURCH

WORTHING
CHRIST CHURCH

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2015

6:30AM
RE DR CUTHBERT A

EDWARDS
SACRAMENT OF HOLY

COMMUNION

9:00AM
BRO EUGENE PILGRIM

5:00PM
REV MICHAEL CHARLES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874
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RIO DE JANEIRO –
Street addresses jump in
the Vila Autodromo
favela: 39, 42, 48, 51.

The missing numbers
belonged to homes now
reduced to rubble to make
way for the Olympic Park
in Rio de Janeiro. But 18
months before the
Olympic Games begin,
about 50 families still
refuse to leave, clinging
on despite increasing
isolation and irregular
access to basic services
like water and electricity.

The land conflict in Vila
Autodromo, which feels
like a ghost town with 90
percent of its residents
gone, shows the underside
of Rio’s attempt to use the
2016 Olympic Games to
modernize the city.

Vila Autodromo
holdouts have become a
symbol of resistance to
those transformation
plans and, depending on
how authorities deal with
their refusal to leave, a
potential flashpoint for
anti-Olympics sentiment
and protests ahead of the
Games.

In a country with fierce
inequality, many are
frustrated the
government is spending
money on another
international sporting
event just two years after
hosting the soccer World
Cup.

The run-up to the
World Cup last year was
marked by the largest
street protests in decades
as Brazilians protested
the billions spent to host
the event. While few are
predicting similar
demonstrations against
the Olympics, social
discontent is bubbling
just below the surface.

"Para Quem? - or “For
Whom?” - has become the
rallying cry for a small
but hardened group of
activists who say hosting
the Olympics only
benefits the rich,
particularly real estate
speculators. The level of
opposition is likely to
grow as Brazil’s economy
stalls on the approach to
the Games.

Located off a main
avenue in Rio’s
prosperous beachside
suburb of Barra de Tijuca,
Vila Autodromo is a small
strip of houses and
unpaved roads by a
lagoon. The buildings
vary from ramshackle
cinder block homes
typical of squatter
settlements, or favelas, to
well-built spacious houses
by the water.

The 450 families that
have already been moved
from the favela are just a
small part of the more
than 20,000 families that
have been re-located since
2009 in the state of Rio de
Janeiro alone, many of
them to make way for
Olympic projects.

“If they demolish
everything and I am the
only one left, I’ll still stay,”
said Marcia Lemos, 57,
who lives in the shadow
of the cranes building the
main Olympic site where
over a dozen sports from
cycling to swimming will
be held.

Lemos, who has lived in
Vila Autodromo for 12
years with her husband
and three sons, has
gradually seen her
neighbors leave, either
moving to a government-
provided apartment in a
nearby housing project or
accepting money for their
property.

“The day after you
leave, or sometimes even
the same day, the
government sends
someone to destroy the
house,” Lemos said.

Rio’s City Hall says the
clearing of the community
is needed for roads to
access the Olympic Park,
but residents believe the
area will be used to build
luxury apartments or
hotels once the Games
are over.

Plans already exist to
transform much of the
Olympic Park into high-
rise apartments, and the
Olympic Village, which is
under construction
nearby and will house
visiting athletes, will also
later be sold as
residences.

Amid rubble, Rio
residents fight
Olympics evictions

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77036&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=77036&ReturnUrl=mailto:rbesproman@gmail.com
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PORTLAND, Ore. – As LaMarcus
Aldridge has grown older and stronger,
rebounding has come easier for him. His
teammates have something to do with
that, too.

The four-time All-Star had 19 points
and 13 rebounds for his team-record
220th double-double, and the Portland
Trail Blazers beat the Phoenix Suns 108-
87 on Thursday night.

Aldridge said early in his career, former
Blazers coach Nate McMillan used him
as a big man who could switch and guard
pick-and-rolls.

“I think now our defense is better. I’m
at the rim more, I’m in the paint more, so
I think it’s just a mindset of knowing, I’m
in the paint, so go and get it,” Aldridge
said.

Nicolas Batum added 20 points and
Robin Lopez, playing his second game
after missing 23 with a broken right
hand, had 11 points and 12 rebounds for
the Blazers, who won their second
straight after a three-game skid.

“It was a big win for us,” Portland
guard Damian Lillard said. “They’ve
given us a lot of trouble in the last two or
three years. We came out tonight and
took the challenge defensively.We really
got after them on the defensive end of the
floor.”

Markieff Morris had 18 points for the
Suns, who dropped their third in a row.
Phoenix climbed back into the game in
the third period after trailing by 19 in the
first half, but ultimately the Blazers
thwarted the rally with a dominant
fourth quarter.

Portland opened the fourth with a 9-2
run to go up 75-67. Batum’s three-pointer
stretched the lead to 86-75 with 6:03 left.

Portland went 6-9 in January after
ascending to the top spot in the Western
Conference standings earlier this season.
Before a 103-102 victory Tuesday night
over the Jazz, the Blazers had lost five of
six.

The Suns were one of the teams that
beat the Blazers last month, 118-113 in
Phoenix on Jan. 21.

But the Suns are struggling on the

road, with six straight losses, and they
were coming off a 102-101 loss at home
to Memphis on Monday.

“It was just one of those games,”Morris
said. “We came out real sluggish and
lackadaisical and they got out to a good
lead on us.”

The Blazers jumped out to a 25-13
advantage on Wesley Matthews’ 3-
pointer. Portland got a spark off the
bench from C.J. McCollum, who had 12
points.

NEW YORK – The union
representing NBA referees
defended official Lauren Holtkamp
yesterday after “personal and
unprofessional comments” by
Clippers guard Chris Paul.

Paul criticized the rookie referee
Thursday, saying she might not be
ready for the big leagues after six
seasons in the minors. Holtkamp is one
of two active female officials in the
NBA.

Lee Seham, general counsel of the
National Basketball Referees
Association, said in a statement his
group reviewed Holtkamp’s calls and
“deems them fully justified.”

“Furthermore,” he added, “the NBRA
deplores the personal and
unprofessional comments made by

Chris Paul. She belongs.”
Paul was called for a technical foul by

Holtkamp during the Clippers’ 105-94
loss in Cleveland. Following a free
throw by Cleveland with 10:17 left in
the third quarter, the Clippers were
attempting to inbound quickly when
Holtkamp stepped in. Paul questioned
her and was slapped with the technical.

“The tech I got was ridiculous,” Paul
said. “That’s terrible. There’s no way
that can be a technical.We try to get the
ball out fast every time down the court.
When we did that, she said, ‘Uh-uh.’ I
said, ‘Why uh-uh?’ and she gave me a
technical. That’s ridiculous. If that’s the
case, this might not be for her.”

Paul is president of the NBA Players
Association, and his questioning a
referee’s readiness is a common

complaint the league hears about rookie
officials. He likely will be fined for
public criticism of an official.

The 34-year-old Holtkamp spent six
seasons in the NBA Development
League, working its championship
series the last two years. A former
player at Division II Drury University,
she also officiated nine NBA regular-
season games before her promotion to
the full-time staff.

Violet Palmer is the league’s other
female referee, having worked about
900 regular-season games during a
career that’s now in its 18th season.

Holtkamp is not scheduled to officiate
Friday. Paul and the Clippers, who were
assessed five technical fouls by
Holtkamp’s crew Thursday, visit the
Toronto Raptors.

OAKLAND, Calif. – In the midst of his
highest-scoring performance ever at
home, Stephen Curry figured he’d call a
play for someone else. Instead, teammate
Draymond Green looked him and
shouted, “Get 50.”
No problem.
Curry raced down court and made his
10th three-pointer to finish with a
season-high 51 points, capping an
electrifying effort that rallied the Golden
State Warriors from an early 22-point
deficit to down the Dallas Mavericks 128-
114 on Wednesday night.
“Sometimes Steph plays his best when
we’re down big and he just senses that he

has to put the Superman cape on,”
Warriors coach Steve Kerr said.“And he’s
so good at it. He loves the freedom of
being down and saying, ‘All right. I’m
going to let it fly and bring us back.’ And
that’s what he did.”
Curry connected on ten of 16 shots from
beyond the arc and 16 of 26 overall. The
All-Star point guard and MVP candidate
put on a dazzling dribbling display to
match his streaky shooting stroke,
scoring 26 points in the third quarter
alone to help the NBA-leading Warriors
(39-8) complete their biggest comeback of
the season in front of a roaring sellout
crowd of 19,596.

Refs union backs female ref after
Paul’s ‘personal’ comments

Aldridge leads Trail Blazers
to 108-87 win over Suns

Curry on fire, scores 51,
Warriors stun Mavs

Chris Paul #3 of the Los Angeles
Clippers. 

Portland Trail Blazers forward
LaMarcus Aldridge, left, looks to pass
against the Phoenix Suns', Thursday,
Feb. 5, 2015. 

Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (right) in beast mode, Feb. 4, 2015.
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THE Southeastern Conference
is off to a good start in trying to
get back to winning national
titles.

The league’s talent haul on
Wednesday included top
defensive linemen Trenton
Thompson (Georgia), Byron
Cowart (Auburn) and Kahlil
MacKenzie (Tennessee) and
blue-chip prospects at every
other position as well, notably
including a restocking of talent
at quarterback.

Half of the top 12 recruiting
class were SEC teams,according
to the 247Sports composite of the
major recruiting services.

Alabama led the way again
with a class that was ranked
either No.1 or 2 by those services
with a group led by wide receiver
Calvin Ridley. It was the fifth
consecutive year the Crimson
Tide has brought in a No.1 class.

Not that Alabama coach Nick
Saban would admit to being
concerned with all that.

“We’re certainly pleased with
our guys but predicting how a
young person is going to do
academically and athletically in
college by giving them some
rating when he’s in high school is
not very scientific,” Saban said.

“We try to use science to create
things that are very subjective in
terms of what someone’s
performance is going to be, and
I don’t think that’s really
possible. There’s no scientific
way to know what the
achievement of any person is
going to be in anything they try
to do. It’s impossible.”

Scientific or not, the other SEC
powers weren’t too far behind in
a league that hasn’t won a
national title in two seasons
after capturing seven straight.
Butch Jones’ haul at Tennessee
ranked fourth in the composite
rankings,one spot ahead of LSU.
That’s followed by No.9Auburn,
No. 10 Georgia and No. 12 Texas
A&M. Only Kentucky and
Vanderbilt failed to crack the Top
25.

Auburn, Georgia and
Tennessee all landed a defensive
lineman rated the nation’s top
prospect by a recruiting service.

The Volunteers’ class was
headlined by McKenzie, son of
Oakland Raiders general
manager and former Tennessee
linebacker Reggie McKenzie.

Here are some things to know
about the SEC’s 2015 recruiting
hauls:

Best Class: Alabama. The Tide got
top honors in the ESPN and
247Sports rankings with six
consensus five-star players,
including Ridley, running back
Damien Harris and cornerbacks
Minkah Fitzpatrick and Kendall
Sheffield.
Impact Player: Cowart. The 6-foot-4,
250-pounder fills a position of
desperate need for the Tigers: a
pass-rushing defensive end. It took
nearly seven hours for his national
letter of intent to arrive in Auburn
after his announcement.
Top Passers: The league was short
on star quarterbacks last season
and brought in a number of
candidates to try to rectify that in the
next couple of years. Texas A&M
landed Kyler Murray, rated the
nation’s top dual-threat quarterback
by 247Sports, and Alabama got
fellow five-star passer Blake Barnett
from California. Tennessee landed
three consensus four-star
quarterbacks – Quinten Dormady,
Jauan Jennings and Sheriron Jones.
Florida’s Finish: New Gators coach
Jim McElwain finished strong on
Wednesday by landing consensus
five-star players in offensive tackle
Martez Ivey and defensive end CeCe
Jefferson, despite losing key targets
like Cowart.

BELLEFONTE, Pa. – A
Pennsylvania judge heard
arguments yesterday on
whether the death of famed
football coach Joe Paterno
in early 2012 should affect
his estate’s ability to sue the
NCAA and Penn State over
how they handled the Jerry
Sandusky child sex-abuse
scandal.

Judge John Leete will have to
decide whether Paterno’s death
will prevent his estate from
pursuing a breach-of-contract
claim that says the NCAA and
the university violated his
rights through their
investigations and a subsequent
consent decree that made harsh
judgments about his actions.

Leete also must resolve
disputes about the plaintiffs’
desire to depose five university
presidents who served on the
NCAA’s executive committee
when the consent decree was
issued in July 2012, as well as
how much pre-trial information
exchanged by lawyers in the
case can be made public.

The consent decree was
entered into shortly after former
Paterno assistant Sandusky
was convicted of 45 counts of
child sexual abuse. Sandusky,
who maintains his innocence, is
serving a 30- to 60-year
sentence in state prison.

Since issuing the decree, the

NCAA has largely lifted the
penalties, restoring the Nittany
Lions’ full complement of
football scholarships, allowing
it to participate in post-season
play, and restoring 112 football
wins from Paterno’s later years.

It’s also allowed a $60 million
fine to be spent entirely within
Pennsylvania to address child
abuse issues.

The NCAA action ended
litigation against Penn State
and the NCAA by two

Pennsylvania elected officials, a
case that Leete said yesterday
he would consider as to how its
resolution might affect the
Paterno family lawsuit.

The judge promised to issue a
ruling “relatively soon.”

The plaintiffs in the Paterno
family lawsuit once included
former players and trustees.But
with issues in the case narrowed
down, they comprise Paterno’s
estate, his son and former
assistant Jay Paterno, former
assistant Bill Kenney and
former trustee Al Clemens. The
defendants are the NCAA,
NCAA officials Mark Emmert
and Ed Ray, and the university.

Paterno’s estate and Clemens
are suing Penn State and the
NCAA defendants for breach of
contract, including a range of
allegations that include failing
to treat them fairly and going
outside normal procedures.

NCAA attorney Kip Johnson
said any contract rights would
have died with Paterno.

“It’s a right to be heard but
also a right to be judged,”
Johnson told Leete. “And that
can no longer be done.”

Joseph Loveland, a lawyer for
the plaintiffs, said they want
more details on what led up to
the consent decree.

“We really want to find out
what the NCAA was doing
between November and June or

July,” Loveland said.
Paterno was harmed by the

action, he said, even though he
died more than six months
before the decree.

“They attacked his character.
They attacked his integrity.
They attacked his legacy. They
stripped the wins,” Loveland
said.

Kenney and Jay Paterno have
a contract interference claim
against the NCAA defendants,
arguing that the NCAA’s acts
have prevented them from
being able to find comparable
jobs in football since being let go
by the Nittany Lions football
program.

Paterno’s estate is pursuing a
commercial disparagement
count against the NCAA
defendants, saying the consent
decree made false and
defamatory statements that
have damaged the estate’s
commercial interests and value.

Another claim against the
NCAA defendants, by Clemens,
Kenney and Jay Paterno,
alleges they were defamed by
language – in the consent decree
and a university-commissioned
report – that criticized trustees
for lack of oversight and “some
coaches” for ignoring red flags
about Sandusky’s behavior. All
four also allege they were
victims of a civil conspiracy by
the NCAA.

SEC collects another impressive
talent haul, led by Alabama

Judge ponders next steps in case against NCAA

Alabama freshman quarterback Blake Barnett speaks to the
media during an NCAA college football national signing day
press conference, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2015, in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Sue Paterno, the widow of longtime Penn State football coach
Joe Paterno is hailing the NCAA's action in reinstating her late
husband's 112 wins, but she says she also hopes for 
exoneration of three former officials.
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By Ashlee Cox

WHEN it comes to the
idea of Barbados and
the Caribbean looking
to invest in Guyana,
Brigadier (Retired)
David Granger, MSS,
MP, Opposition Leader
of Guyana, has noted
that the door is indeed
open.

“The door is open, there
is no hindrance, there is
no obstruction and we
hope to facilitate this
kind of investment.
As you know, there are
many Chinese investors
coming into the Region 
at present and Guyana
has a very long border 
with Brazil, we have a
1100 km-long border 
with Brazil, there are a
lot of Brazilian miners,
the Russian miners in the
bauxite industry, so hey,
why not Caribbean as in-
vestors?” he noted, as he
spoke to the media dur-
ing a brief press interview
preceding the launch of
the inaugural Caribbean
Congress of Community

INVESTMENT on Page 6

‘GUYANA OPEN
FOR INVESTMENT’

Hamilton Lashley (left), of the Hamilton Lashley Human Development Foundation, has a conversation with Guyana’s Opposition Leader,
Retired Brigadier David Granger.

Pollard happy
with balanced
Tridents squad

Page 23

     




