Established October 1895

PM: I wish
Sagicor well
Page 5
$1 VAT Inclusive

Saturday January 31, 2015

HEALTH WATCH
FIFTY per cent of the noncommunicable diseases
(NCDs) being seen in this
country occur in people
under the age of 60.
This, says Chief Executive
Officer of the Heart and Stroke
Foundation of Barbados Inc
Gina Pitts, is an indication that
such diseases do not only affect
the elderly, and she is adamant

that efforts have to be made to
address this trend now.
She made the comments while
speaking to the media during a
press conference to announce
a formal collaboration between
the Foundation and the
Mavericks Sports Club Inc., a
registered non-profit organisation which seeks to discipline,
guide, empower and educate

children between the ages of
four and 18 with the help of
sports. Through the collaboration, the sports club will provide
a wide-ranging volunteer community outreach base for the
Foundation; and the Foundation
will provide education to team
players and their families about
non-communicable disease prevention and nutrition.

A section of the audience at yesterday’s forum. INSET: Dean of the Faculty of Science and
Technology, Dr. Colin Depradine, addressing primary school teachers attending a science forum
at the Cave Hill Campus yesterday.

Science and technology push
THE University of the West
Indies, Cave Hill Campus is
doing its part to develop a sound
science and technology culture
in this country.
Dean of the Faculty of Science
and Technology, Dr. Colin
Depradine, made the point
while speaking to the media
yesterday prior to the start of a
one-day forum for primary
school science teachers, which
was held on the campus.

“The Principal has made science and technology a major
focal point for this strategic
planning period, and in talking
to our stakeholders, one area of
concern has been the area of implementation.We are fairly good
at policy development, framework development…but when
we come down to the actual
implementation, we tend to falter quite a bit and when we do
implement, the solutions are not

sustainable,” he said.
The Dean added, “Today we
are having discussions on how to
move forward, where we want to
be, what is the vision and all of
this revolves around our theme
of creative spaces, where we are
looking at creating and maintaining low-cost sustainable
spaces for youngsters and the
public at hand, to experience
science and learn about science
SCI/TECH on Page 3

Official looking to
reverse NCDs trend

Pitts spoke of the relevance of
this partnership as she referred
to the Global School Based
Student Health Survey, which
she said showed that in
Barbados one-third of schoolaged children are obese; onethird of school-aged children had
eaten fast food within the previous week; and more than 70 per
cent of school-aged children had

reported drinking a carbonated
beverage within the last month.
“The collaboration will provide preferential use of the
gym facility, which will include a
targeted programme of activities and efforts, nutritional
counselling and well-being
sessions. Our first collaborative
effort will take place for 2015
HEALTH WATCH on Page 2

The Barbados Advocate

2 • Saturday January 31, 2015

Target unhealthy young citizens
STARTLING health
statistics amongst
school-aged children in
Barbados scream that
more must be done and
from early, starting
now.
“Eighty-five per cent [of
school-aged children] are
not achieving the recommended five servings of
fruit and vegetables per
day, one third report eating
meals prepared outside
the home frequently and
50 per cent are engaged in
low levels of physical activity and exercise.”

News of this came from
Minister of Health, John
Boyce, on Wednesday at
the Savannah Hotel in
Hastings as he delivered
timely remarks at the
now launched Barbados
Strategic Plan for the
Prevention and Control
of Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) 20152019.
According to him, the
focus must also be on this
particular group of citizens
as Barbados moves forward.
The Minister disclosed

and asserted that, “The
statistics for children are
also worrisome with one
third of the school-aged
population being overweight and/or obese…
Therefore, our efforts must
also target this vulnerable
group, if Barbados is to
achieve the targets of 25
per cent reduction in
premature mortality by
2025 as set by the United
Nations in September
2011.”
Hence, he pledged that
in addition to the Ministry
of Health “concentrating

its efforts on reducing the
incidence and prevalence
of hypertension and diabetes mellitus”, attention
will be paid to the youth
as well.
Lamenting that “many
of the behavioural and biological risk factors for
NCDs are initiated in the
very young and in childhood”, Boyce stressed that
it is crucial that work be
done to curb the negative
behaviours being exhibited in this young age
group from as early as
possible. (KG)

Foundation focusing on prevention, screening
HEALTH WATCH from
Page 1

Minister of Health, John Boyce.

during our Go Red for
Women Appeal during
February, which is dedicated to the prevention,
diagnosis and control of
cardiovascular disease in
women,” she said.
On the adult side, Pitts
added that around 18 per
cent of the population is
diabetic, but she suspects

that that figure may be
higher, suggesting that
there could be as much as
another 18 per cent of the
population that could
have the disease, but
have not been tested or
screened. It is for that
reason, she added, that
the Foundation’s efforts
are focused on prevention and screening. The
Foundation’s head made
the point as she added

that 85 per cent of adults
are also not consuming
the five servings of fruits
and vegetables that they
should on a daily basis.
“Most the NCDs that we
see occur below the age of
60 and we’re certainly seeing that within our gym.
Our youngest individual
that we have downstairs
is 14, who is in actually
cardiac rehabilitation programme … but children
can have strokes and I’ve
known recently of a young

man who’s had a stroke
and he’s only eight. So it is
case of and understanding
that these particular cardiovascular diseases affect
all of us,” she said.
Pitts added then that in
relation to children, it is
important that those facts
are communicated to
them and that their access to fast food and carbonated beverages are
limited, so that they can
make healthy choices.
(JRT)

CARPHA: Practise
good hygiene
WITH the 2015 flu season
approaching,
the
Caribbean Public Health
Agency (CARPHA) has reminded persons that the
best way to prevent the
spread of this virus is to
practise good hygiene.
Outlining that seasonal
influenza affects many
thousands of people in the
Caribbean each year,
CARPHA highlighted
that being hygienic was
the major way to reduce
the risk of transmission of
influenza and other respiratory viruses.
Executive Director, Dr.
James Hospedales, stated
that the “primary form of
influenza transmission is
through interpersonal
contact”, adding that
“given elevated flu activity
in the United States, combined with the high travel
season to the Caribbean, it
is important that people
take the necessary steps
now to protect themselves
and their loved ones from
the flu”.
CARPHA is advising
that persons practise good
hygiene measures, including covering one’s mouth

with a tissue or handkerchief, or using one’s elbow,
when sneezing or coughing, safely disposing of
used tissues, and washing
one’s hands with soap and
water after coughing and
sneezing and before and
after meal preparation,
eating and using toilets.
The agency pointed out,
however, that the most
effective way to prevent
the disease or severe outcomes from the illness is
vaccination, illustrating
that safe and effective vaccines have been available
and used for more than
60 years.
“Among healthy adults,
influenza vaccine can prevent 70 per cent to 90 per
cent of influenza-specific
illness. Among the elderly,
the vaccine reduces severe
illnesses and complications by up to 60 per cent,
and deaths by 80 per cent.
Vaccination is especially
important for people at
higher risk of serious influenza complications, and
for people who live with or
care for high-risk individuals,” the agency outlined
in a release.
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Support
lobbying
efforts of
the C’bean
– B’dos urges Latin America
Teacher, Natasha Harper, directing the students of the St. Martin’s Mangrove Primary School as they sing ‘I
Am Someone Special’.

Schools’ Music Festival preliminaries begin
By Marsha Gittens
BEAUTIFUL singing
filled the hall of the Christ
Church
Foundation
School (CCFS) yesterday
when a preliminary of the
Schools’ Music Festival
got under way.
This Festival is an
initiative of the Ministry
of Education, Science,
Technology
and
Innovation and it was previously the Schools’ Choir
Competition prior to being
rebranded. Friday’s preliminary was the second
of four preliminaries.
The first was held on
Thursday, January 29, at
the Prince Cave Hall of
the District ‘A’ Police
Station.
During preliminary
two, choirs from the
St. Martin’s Mangrove
Primary
School,
Blackman Gollop Primary
School, Christ Church
Girls’ School, Bayley’s
Primary School, St. Philip
Primary School, the
Deighton Griffith School
and CCFS performed be-

Students of the Blackman Gollop Primary School Chorale performing ‘Jesus Saves’.

fore the judges. There
were also solo presentations on the occasion by
students.
Two of the songs heard
by the judging panel were
“I Am Someone Special”
and “Jesus Saves”. These
were rendered by St.
Martin’s
Mangrove
Primary and Blackman
Gollop Primary respectively.
Judges Co-ordinator,

Anthony Sargeant, told
The Barbados Advocate
that the 2015 competition
has attracted entries from
both private and public
primary and secondary
schools. He noted this has
included vocalists and instrumentalists. He added
that everything has been
going well and the performances seen so far
during the preliminaries
have been a good indica-

tor of things to come.
The finals for the
Schools’ Music Festival
will be held at the
Garfield Sobers Sports
Complex on Sunday,
March 15, at 3 p.m.
Meanwhile, the third
preliminary will be held
at the Hugh Springer
Auditorium of the
Barbados Workers’ Union,
Solidarity House on
Tuesday, February 3.

BARBADOS
has
called
on
Latin
American countries,
especially those who
are
members
of
the Organisation of
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), to “lend their
voices more forcefully
to support the lobby
in the Caribbean for a
more enlightened approach on the OECD
with regard to the
nature and role of international business
services
in
our
economies”.
This comes from
Senator the Hon. Darcy
Boyce, Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Office,
who also acknowledged
that even within the fold
of the Community of
Latin American and
Caribbean States, there
is often a lack of sensitivity and true appreciation about the tax structures and instruments
in low-tax domiciles like
Barbados and how those
structures help to encourage investments in
the countries.
His comments came
at the Third Summit of
the Heads of State and

Implementation is the problem, says Dr. Depradine
SCI/TECH from Page 1
and really the main objective today is to discuss
that and how to go forward.”
With that in mind, he
suggested that if the interest in and knowledge
of science among persons
can be increased, they anticipate that those efforts
will eventually see an increase in the number of
students pursuing such
studies.
“If you are a parent, for
example, and you have a
child and they want to do

Physics, what would you
tell them as a career
choice in Barbados? They
see the importance, but
there is also the reality.
So in order to get around
that you have to have a
starting point and we
have decided that the
starting point is the
primary schools, then
of course the secondary
schools and then we
would get into this cycle
where we see industry
actually using those
students and then the
jobs being created,” he
explained.

Touching also on the
topic of innovation, the
university lecturer dismissed the notion that
Barbados and the region
lack innovation; on contrary, he said there is no
lack of ideas, the problem
facing us, he suggested, is
implementation.
“You would find in a
school, for example, a
teacher is doing something very innovative
with respect to Chemistry
or Maths and no one else
hears about it. So a forum
like this, and our faculty
as a whole, we want to be

a conduit to allow that
sort of information to
pass across, but the other
area we realise is that
there is a lack of funding,”
he said.
Nevertheless, he maintained that while the
Caribbean does not have
access to the financial
resources as others to facilitate innovation, that
does not mean there cannot be progress.
“When we look at the
whole science and technology issue across the
schools, we are not really
looking at the curriculum

per se, the Ministry of
Education handles that
while we are looking at
the content side, the part
of the implementation,
how do you implement
the curriculum with very
little money, in terms of
experiments, in terms of
giving those youngsters
the experience that they
need. Science is a very
hands-on discipline, without that hands-on experience you are not going to
get the kinds of things
that you are looking for
in the future,” he explained. (JRT)

Government of the
Community of Latin
American
and
Caribbean
States
(CELAC) held in Belén,
Costa Rica from January
28 to 29, 2015, under
the theme “Building
Together”.
“We think that it is
only lack of information
that hampers our efforts
to conclude or even discuss bilateral tax instruments, for example,
with many Members of
CELAC. We would be
pleased to see a greater
level of engagement and
commitment and support in these matters by
our CELAC brothers,”
the Minister observed.
Boyce also made an
appeal to support the
call for the relax of the
graduation of countries
like Barbados, in order
to have access to some
concessional financing.
“It is also our hope
that there can be greater
voiced support for the
Caribbean emanating
from within the CELAC
in matters related to
graduation, where too
often the International
Financial Institutions
(IFIs) maintain a fixation with standard economic indicators like
GDP and PCI. We who
are engaged in the dayto-day management of
our economies know that
factors like vulnerability
to natural hazards and
the lack of natural resources impinge on efforts to manage budgets,
re-distribute income
and build infrastructure.”
“We need your support
to help persuade the
IFIs to reverse, at the
very least relax the
graduation of countries
like ours and so enable
us to have access to some
concessional financing
to help us to continue
building our economy,”
he said.

The Barbados Advocate

4• Saturday January 31, 2015

Jones: Sir Harcourt will be missed
By Ashlee Cox

AS many Barbadians came
to pay their respects to the
late Sir Harcourt Lewis, at
the Democratic Labour
Party’s Headquarters, they
also came to console his
widow, Lady Lewis and to
reminisce about the man
who, by all accounts commanded their respect.
Speaking to the media, the
Hon. Ronald Jones, Minister of
Education, Science, Technology
and Innovation, recounted his
time with the late man and
how in some ways that spent
time impacted on his life.
According to Jones, some of
the things that he remembered
about Sir Harcourt, was his demeanour, his seriousness about
his duties and the way he
spoke.
“Within the ambience of the
party, when I became part of
this great institution, the
Democratic Labour Party, he
was a treasurer of long standing. Over the years, he became
a trustee of this institution as
well, which is sort of a quasi
financial arm of the institution
and he managed those resources relatively tightly but
fairly.
Continuing, he noted, “There
are certain persons because
they would have had a long history, a long association, when
they speak, you tended to listen
and Sir Harcourt was one of
those individuals. When he got
up on the General Council
mostly, -because he would have
reached that point-, and he
stood up to speak, general
silence descended on the
environs and as he spoke,
you listened and you were able
to take the sense that he
brought to the meetings,” he
noted.
Stating that while he knew
time would take us all on to
our final journey, he remarked
that it was indeed sad, especially as several of the DLP’s
stalwarts had been going on

Here, retired principal of the Barbados Community College, Norma Holder, greets, the widow
of the late Sir Harcourt Lewis, Claudette Lewis as her friend, Yvonne Foster looks on.
that ‘final journey’, however, he
noted that it also made one reflect.
“It makes you reflect, 1- on
ourselves and 2- on our
contribution to important
organisations within the country and it can be of any type; in
this instance it is their political
involvement and political
involvement in the sense
that looks as to how you are
going to develop citizens, how
you are going to develop people,
how you are going to develop
the country and Sir Harcourt
spent a lot of his time in how
you are going to develop
Barbados, through the eyes of
the political institution,” he
stated.
As stated by Sir Dr. Frank
Alleyne as he spoke to the
media, “Sir Harcourt was
one of the people who I consider one of the builders of
Barbados,” and he will be
missed.

Astor Watts, Esq; CBE, JP, signs the guests book at the
Offical Viewing of the body of the late Sir Harcourt Lewis, as
DLP General Secretary,George Pilgrim waits to do the same.

Journal for Public Service needed
THERE is a call for efficient
documentation to be created
and preserved, highlighting
those who showed a high level
of competence and professionalism in the public service.
This call comes from Dr.Sir
Frank Alleyne, as he spoke to
the media at the Official
Viewing of the Body, for the
late Sir Harcourt Lewis, which
was held recently at the
Democratic Labour Party’s
Headquarters.
According to Alleyne,
Barbados have been blessed to
have not only attracted but
also kept within its ranks such

‘giants’ as Sir Harcourt Lewis,
and many others including Sir
Carlisle to name a few.
To the media, he explained
that in the time of these great
men and women, the public
service was at a high level of efficiency, because they placed
their talents to work for the
good of Barbados.
“I think we take a lot for
granted in Barbados. It was the
quality of the Public service
who had within its ranks people with the competence and
the professionalism of Sir
Harcourt. Harcourt was the
consummate professional, he

never settled for poor standards and in a very quiet voice,
he never suffered fools,” he
noted.
Continuing, he stated, “ So I
think we are indebted to Mr
Harcourt and his contribution.
Really I feel very strongly
about it, because when I look at
the public service today, it is
not like the public service, in
terms of competencies and professionalism, which Sir
Harcourt demonstrated in his
time and I really think we
would do well to reflect very
seriously on the contribution
of people like Sir Harcourt, Sir

Carlisle, and others, and put it
in writing, so that the young
people coming up in the public
service can benefit from
it”.
As noted by Alleyne a journal
which is published every six
months that highlights the careers in the public service and
‘really top class public servants’, would be beneficial as it
could attract the younger generation to public service and
allow them to understand the
standards of the profession,
while documenting the good
works and contributions made
by those before.(AC)

A man who
commanded
respect
remembered
MANY came out recently to pay
their respects to the late Sir
Harcourt Lewis, one of the outstanding stalwarts of the
Democratic Labour Party, (DLP)
at the Official Viewing of the
Body, which was held at the
DLP’s Headquarters.
As noted by General Secretary
to the DLP, George Pilgrim, Sir
Harcourt was a competent,
meticulous man who was passionate about his duties.
“Harcourt was competent and
meticulous, and an asset to the
party, not only in terms of performing his duties as treasurer
but his political skills and advice during the campaigns was
invaluable. I learnt a lot form
Harcourt as a young party member,” he told the Barbados
Advocate.
Explaining that Sir Lewis was
one to take a duties very seriously, he also noted that this was
a trait that was reflected in the
way he spoke, the way he
dressed and in the legacy that he
has left.
“Sir Harcourt represented a
generation of Barbadians that
had a passion for duty.When you
hear about people speaking
about Sir Harcourt, his commitment to the church, the Credit
Union, his commitment to his
job as a senior civil servant, his
commitment and passion to his
party, there was one common
thread that runs through all; he
had passion. Harcourt served
with passion. Harcourt embodied what the Democratic Labour
Party gave expression to; he had
passion for duty and service to
others,” he noted.
Dr.Sir Frank Alleyne, as he
spoke to the media, corroborated
this, and clearly stated his very
high opinion of the late stalwart.
“The thing about my understanding about Sir Harcourt, is
that he is really the representative of a dying breed of senior
public servants in Barbados,” he
noted.
Continuing, he further stated,
“ I worked with Sir Harcourt, in
1999 in the Senate. When he
was leader of the Senate, I was
a senator; also, when I was
Chairman of National Insurance
Board and he was the Minister
of Public Service, responsible for
Public Sector Reform, so in those
two instances, what I found out
about him, was that he had a
clear vision of what he wanted to
achieve and he knew how he was
going to achieve it,” he
noted.
According to Dr. Sir Alleyne,
Sir Harcourt was not one to
raise his voice nor to repeat himself, and commanded the respect
of all who knew him.(AC)
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PM: I wish Sagicor well
THE decision by Sagicor
Financial Corporation to redomicile its office was not a
result of that company losing confidence in Barbados,
rather fulfilling its obligations to the company itself.
This assessment came from
Prime Minister Freundel Stuart
who was addressing members of
the business community on
Wednesday, adding that he is
looking forward to the benefits
that will flow to shareholders
from this move.
The Prime Minister was at
the time responding to the “loss
of confidence frenzy” being
spread by some persons in society, saying that many pounced

on this matter framing it as another sign that there has been a
loss of confidence in Barbados.
“From the year 1902 when
the case Percival v. Wright was
decided by the English Courts, it
was a firm principle of the law
that the primary duty owed by
the directors of a company is to
the company itself.”
“It is not owed to a country, to
any individual shareholder or
set of shareholders or even to
employees. It is owed to the
company. That principle is
firmly established also at section 95 (2) of the Local
Companies Act. When directors
sit to make decisions, therefore,
the question that must always

– move not a loss of confidence in B’dos

guide them is, “what do the best
interests of the company require
at this time?” So was it with
Sagicor’s directors!”
Prime Minister Stuart noted
that a Word Trade Organisation
report dated December 16 2014
states that Barbados’ offshore
financial sector is large, comprising 45 banks, 228 captive insurers, 12 holding companies and
21 managements companies. In
addition, there are nearly 4000
international business companies licensed in Barbados.
“The directors of all of these,
before deciding to come to
Barbados, had to ask and answer the question, ‘what do the
best interests of our company

require?”
“The decision to come to
Barbados does not mean that
they have no confidence in their
countries of origin, whether
Canada, United States of
America or the United
Kingdom. The strategic objectives of these companies dictated
that their best interests would
be served now by doing business
from Barbados.”
It is against this backdrop
that the Prime minister said
that Sagicor has strategic objectives as well, and those objectives have dictated that the interests of the company would be
best served by being domiciled
elsewhere at this time.

“That is not a loss of confidence in Barbados! Barbados
will benefit from Sagicor’s improved performance in the same
way that Canada, United States
and the United Kingdom benefit from the improved performance of their companies which
are now domiciled here.”
“Directors have to make hard
business decisions, and not decisions based on sentimentality!
I wish Sagicor well, as we all
should, as it continues to make
its presence felt not only around
the region but beyond it and I
look forward to the benefits that
will flow to shareholders from
this change of domicile,” he said.
(JH)

The first Knowledge Management Stakeholder Consultation got underway at Almond bay Caterers in Hastings recently.

Effective knowledge management would improve way of doing business
KNOWLEDGE management
can change the way we do business in Barbados
The 2015 Doing Business
Report places Barbados at 94 in
the ranking of 189 economies
on the ease of starting a business.
In fact it takes eight procedures and 18 days to start a new
business in Barbados, whereas
in New Zealand requires a single procedure and half a day.
Therefore, it is believed that
effective knowledge management can help to change this
scenario, thereby linking the
rhetoric of entrepreneurship in
this country closer to the reality
of doing business in the country.
“Effective knowledge management has the potential to
change the way we do busi-

ness…. Why does it take so long
to register a business or acquire
a utility service? These things
not only frustrate the public or
businesses, but frustrate the
country’s ranking on international benchmarks.”
This is according to Dr.
Stephen Boyce, Programme
Manager (Education) –
Delegation of the European
Union (EU) to Barbados and the
Eastern Caribbean.
His comments came during
the
first
Knowledge
Management Stakeholder
Consultation of the Barbados
Human Resource Development
(HRD) Strategy, which is being
supported by the EU.
Under Pillar four of the
Human Resource Development
Strategy 2011-2016, knowledge

management is recognised as a
critical intervention to improving competitiveness and the
successful implementation of
the other pillars of the strategy,
all of which will depend on innovation and research, the access
and effective utilisation of relevant knowledge and informed
decision making.
During the consultation held
at Almond Bay Caterers in
Hastings yesterday, Dr. Boyce
also highlighted that a critical
aspect of the new environment
for knowledge management will
be a new pragmatic approach to
capacitation of the public sector, through training and recruitment of the brightest and
best mathematicians, programmers, analysts, planners, documentalists, content and context

managers, critical thinkers and
problem-solvers.
“The country therefore needs
to re-imagine the programmes
on offer nationally that will support these new career directions-either through higher
level specialisations at the local
university, twinning arrangements with international institutions, and internship at agencies that serve as best practice
in knowledge management.”
“This approach broadens the
base of experts within the sector
beyond the role of data entry operator, programmer and systems analyst; therefore providing new high-skilled career opportunities for citizens,” he said.
An effective knowledge management system, he therefore
believes can provide Barbados

with the platform to start reshaping its economy - ensuring
the correct resources and solutions are applied to specific
problems.
“Fundamentally, an effective
knowledge management system
is not a nice thing to have, but a
must-have,” he stressed.
“I am not saying that the consultants will be able to deliver
an overarching system that satisfies all of the country’s needs
when they leave in a few weeks.
That is not the intention. Such
work takes time and will require multiple interventions,
some of which the European
Union will continue to support
and others for which the country will need to take direct ownership,” he further acknowledged. (TL)
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Fewer fights, more reporting: Bullying prevention
AS
the
Olweus
Bullying Prevention
Programme continues
to be pushed in select
schools
across
Barbados, a number of
positives are being
seen, which include
fewer fights and
increased reporting of
incidences of bullying.
This
was
the
information coming out of
a Bullying Prevention
Coordinating Committee
Training session held

recently at the Divi
Southwinds Hotel in
Christ Church. Olweus
Bullying Prevention
Programme Consultant
Shawn Clarke noted that
the session was held to
allow members of the
Committee to review the
programme, its challenges
and successes to date.
The Committee, in its
findings, concluded that
bullying still remains a
problem in schools,
especially for those outside

Pay attention to
children’s
online activities
PARENTS are being
advised to pay close
attention to what their
children are doing online.
Pointing out that in
many cases not only
children, but parents were
naive to the dangers of the
internet, Deon Olton
Caribbean Cyber Security
warned caregivers to use
the available barriers to
prevent children from
seeing what they were not
supposed to.
For
example,
he
highlighted
the
widespread use of online
games, noting that many
parents were unaware that
children could play online
games with persons from
anywhere in the world.
“Children play online
games with users that you
do not know, who can then
befriend them and invite
them out to meetings. So I
think parents and
guardians and teachers as
well need to raise the bar in
terms of understanding
what our kids are doing
online,” he stated.
He therefore encouraged

adults to use parental
controls to help block
various websites, noting
that with the click of a
mouse, youth could
inadvertently end up in
areas that should be
restricted from their
viewing.
“Parental controls are
necessary at any age, once
the child is savvy with the
technology, you need to put
controls in place. It helps to
give them discipline and
guidance in terms of time
frames so they do not get
addicted to the technology
and do not focus on other
stuff. But in terms of
protecting them... once
your child has a device,
once it is a tablet [or] a
smartphone, no matter the
age you need to start
putting controls in place
that says ‘this is the time
that you have in using this
technology and these are
the places you can go’.
Because just like there are
bad places in town and in
other countries, there are
bad places on the internet,”
he stressed.

“cliques”, with increased
incidents being seen in the
area of cyberbullying. The
Committee however noted
that students are now
eager to share and report
incidences of bullying, and
there has been a reduction
in fights amongst school
children as negative
behavioural patterns
generally are on the
decline. There is a greater
level of awareness, more
involvement of nonteaching staff, and the
atmosphere of schools now
allows students to report
bullying. Also, the
administration of the
school deals more swiftly
with bullying matters at
present, given the
heightened awareness.
Noticeable changes as a
result
of
the
implementation of the
programme include more
children
asserting
themselves
against
bullies, and teachers and
students using antibullying slogans and
wearing shirts bearing

such messages. In fact, it
has been noted that
students at Frederick
Smith utilise the slogan
more and the shirts are
used as an alternative
uniform
at
Lester
Vaughan.
However,
the
Committee expressed
concern that the Sprigeo
online reporting system is
not effective as yet as they
have
been
some
infrastructural challenges
in some schools (finding a
safe place to set it up) as
well as challenges with the
Internet. Modernisation of
the physical plant of some
schools is necessary in
order to accommodate the
technology committee
members suggested, and
there is the issue of
visibility of students who
actually go to make a
report.
Meanwhile,
going
forward the Committee is
calling
for
more
involvement from the
Ministry of Education as
well as greater parental

Olweus Bullying Prevention Programme Consultant,
Shawn Clarke.

involvement for greater
results. The Committee
also believes that schools
should include the topic of
bullying in form prayers
and full assembly, and also

encourage greater staff
buy-in for the Olweus
Bullying Prevention
Programme to be more
successful in schools.
(RSM)

Emphasis on safety, health and harassment
SAFETY from Back
Page
to issues not only of
protective gear, but the
environment, sexual
harassment policy, etc.
But I believe this has to be
driven by the people in the
boardroom. Emphasis on
safety and health will
result in improved quality
and
improved
productivity.”
Dr. Jan Van Charante,
CEO of the Occupational
Health
Foundation
further acknowledged

that policies issued by
management should be
sustained, and cover the
period
from
early
employment
to
retirement. He said areas
to be looked at include not
only health, safety and
well-being;
proper
leadership and paying
attention to working
pressures and the pace,
but also to harassment
and
inappropriate
behaviour
in
the
workplace; and special
care for vulnerable
workers.

Beverley Rouse, Managing Director of Pinnacle
Safety Solutions, greeting Parliamentary Secretary
in the Ministry of Education, Science, Technology
and Innovation, Senator Harcourt at Pinnacle Safety
Solutions Conference and Expo.

A section of those in attendance to Pinnacle Safety Solutions Conference and Expo – “Today’s Tools for
Workplace Success in Health, Safety, Security and Environment” held at Accra Beach Hotel.
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Reform
needed
A GOVERNMENT minister is
suggesting that the legal profession
is in need of reform, including the
introduction
of
mandatory
continuing professional education
for all lawyers practicing in
Barbados.
Speaking at his St. James South
constituency branch meeting on Sunday
evening, Minister of Commerce, Industry,
International Business and Small
Business Development, Donville Inniss,
contended that rather than focusing on
any issues surrounding Speaker of the
House, Michael Carrington, the
Barbados Labour Party would be best
served to look at the issues ingrained in
the legal profession in general, in
particular the functioning of the
Disciplinary Committee of the Bar
Association, and how these issues can be
addressed.
“Today it is one lawyer, tomorrow it is
another lawyer, and we keep going round
and round in circles on issues… I have
always contended and will always
contend that one of the weaknesses in
our system is that lawyers govern
themselves too much… You have a
Disciplinary Committee comprising of
all lawyers – that to my mind is
fundamentally wrong,” he maintained.
Inniss, a former Minister of Health,
explained that up to a few years ago a
similar situation was obtained with the
Medical Council, which is responsible for
licensing, regulating and disciplining
doctors, and he took steps to address it.
He said that by expanding the
membership of the Council to include a
patient advocate, a lawyer and a member
of the public, it allows for a greater level
of transparency and accountability.
“All the lawyers in Parliament
supported it. But you know when and if
I raise the issue of the need for us to
reform the Legal Profession Act, and
particularly that part that speaks to the
Disciplinary Committee and includes
individuals who are not members of the
legal profession, I don’t know that any of
the lawyers in Parliament will support
it,” he said.
The Commerce and International
Business Minister also took issue with
the cost of legal fees contending that it is
a “matter that has to be frontally
addressed”. He maintained that it is
necessary to determine if the scale of fees
are still relevant and whether they do not
contravene the fair trade practices and
principles.

Bradshaw ‘Too many broken
promises by government’
TOO many broken promises by the
Democratic Labour Party (DLP).
This was the charge made by MP for
St. Michael South East, Santia
Bradshaw as she addressed the recently
held Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
public meeting at President Kennedy
Drive.
“Promises
made
by
this
administration continue to broken.
Every Ministry we go through we can
find the broken promises, every single
one,” she stressed.
The conveyances, she said that were
promised by the Ministry of Housing to
those eligible Barbadians living in
Government National Housing
Corporation (NHC) Units are still being
anxiously awaited by many.
“In 2008, the DLP came to the people
of this country and told those living in
the NHC Housing Units that if they
lived in their house for over 20 years,
they could acquire the unit as long as
the money was paid up.”
“In 2008, people had hope. They
believed that because they were paying
for their units, they would now become
entitled to own the unit and make
improvements. This is now 2015, and
across this country several persons have
not received their conveyances for the
unit in which they live, even in St.
Michael South-East – not one has been
Minister of Commerce, Industry,
International Business and Small
Business Development, Donville Inniss.

“When I hear about the fees being
charged and its resultant costs to doing
business in Barbados, it is significant,
but that is a particular group of
individuals in Barbados that nobody
wants to touch… and I am very mindful
that I have several Parliamentary
colleagues who are lawyers as well, but
I am talking about the profession on the
whole,” he indicated.
Meanwhile, on the suggestion for
continuing professional education (CPE)
for lawyers, Inniss made it clear that he
is of the view that CPE is relevant for all
professionals if they are to remain
current.
“You cannot consider yourself a
professional and not wish to continue
education, to stay on top of things.
Teachers have to do it, nurses have to do
it, doctors now have to do it, accountants
have to do it, but lawyers are not required
to do it; and I say that the time has come
when continuing professional education
for lawyers in Barbados must be made
mandatory,” he concluded. (JRT)

Labour Department to host
seminars on Labour Legislation
THE Labour Department is hosting a
series of seminars to discuss Labour
Legislation and Industrial Relations Best
Practice, on Wednesday, February 25, and
Thursday, February 26, at the Warrens
Office Complex, Warrens, St. Michael,
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The seminars are part of the

Department’s continuing effort to
promote a greater degree of labourmanagement cooperation in Barbados.
Interested persons are asked to
register by Friday, February 13, by
calling Labour Officer, Pauline Farnum,
at
310-1507,
or
emailing
pfarnum@labour.gov.bb.

conveyed,” she pointed out.
According to Bradshaw, health care
is another of the broken promises by
the current administration.
She stated: “In 2008 they said that
they were building a new hospital – all
the problems with the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital and they are building a new
one. First, Donville Inniss was the
Minister at the time... they said it would
cost over $800 million, that they cannot
expand where the hospital currently is,
so would have to go to Kingslands to
build the hospital – but then no hospital
what so ever.”
“Then they came to Parliament with
John Boyce as Minister – they then said
to the people of this country that there
are spending $15 million to develop a
plan to figure out if it is feasible to build
a new hospital in Kingsland. $15 million
that you and I know, could pay for the
medication that the old and young
people and all the people in this country
need, that they can’t get [for] the QEH
pharmacy.”
“We in the Barbados Labour Party
believe that if when we put things in a
manifesto, it is almost our building of a
relationship with the people of this
country. We know that we cannot put
things in our manifesto that at the end
of the day we cannot deliver,” she
further stressed. (TL)
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‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’

Editorial

Pension
planning
a must
DIFFICULT times often present the perfect
opportunity to take stock not only of the present
situation, but also one’s prospects for the
future.
For several years, members of insurance and
banking institutions, as well as other knowledgeable officials from Barbados and outside
this country, have been advising the Barbadian
public to take responsibility for partial funding
of their own retirement, instead of relying completely on the state to give them a pension.
This position is not novel. Across Europe, Asia,
and indeed here at home, in an effort to ensure
the continued viability of social security systems, contribution rates have been increased
and the pensionable age has also been
deferred because of “population ageing – a shift
in the distribution of a country’s population towards older ages”, as the proportion of retirees
grows relative to the number of workers.
Reform of the National Insurance Pension
Scheme began in January 2003 with “a phased
increase in contributions”, and since then, the
pensionable age was moved from 65 to 651⁄2 in
2006, and it was proposed that it should
move again to 67 from 2018.
However, considering Barbados’ high percentage of centenarians, pension planning is now a
matter that should be put on the front burner at
an earlier age. Statistics reveal that the life expectancy for men is now 77 years whereas
women are expected to live until at least 79.8
years.
Consequently, if we are to avoid a drop in living standards, there must now be a concerted
push for employees to educate themselves on
matters of pension in relation to the state, but
also to save and invest wisely to fund retirement years. For at least a decade, Barbados has
suffered the backlash of a global downturn, yet
there is evidence that people have tried to save
more.
In this country, there is a natural reluctance to
invest, but there is a role for the Barbados Stock
Exchange to play to change this mindset. This organisation should consider hosting seminars or
mounting advertising campaigns specifically targeted at advising this age group, and others, on
the range of options open to them.
Gone are the days when you could start saving
for retirement at 40. It is advised that one should
start to save from as early as possible. Reputable
pension plans are available for individuals who
do not participate through the workplace.
Children must also be taught the value of saving. Given the number of seniors, improvements
will need to be made to the health care system,
and these too must be funded, so the onus is on
everyone to maintain the standards that we have
worked so hard to create.
Most of the people who are aware of the benefits of planning for retirement are those who are
fully trained and equipped with the knowledge
of how planning for the future works to their benefit. It is hoped that those who are ‘in the know’
would in turn shoulder the responsibility to
share this knowledge with others. Nowadays,
we often hear the expression, “I am living for
now”, but the future well-being of our country
and our standing as a developing nation demand
that we “save and invest for tomorrow”.

Germany to Greece: Don’t mess
with us over debt, austerity
ATHENS – Greece and its
European bailout creditors
were in open dispute yesterday, with Germany
bluntly rejecting suggestions the heavily-indebted
country should be forgiven
part of its rescue loans and
warning against “blackmail” from Athens.
Greece’s five-day-old
radical left government insists it will honour preelection promises to seek
a cut on most of the country’s rescue debt and scrap
painful budget measures
that were demanded in exchange for the loans.
German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble,
however, warned Athens
against strong-arm negotiating tactics in its effort
to win debt relief. Rules
need to be kept, and trust
and reliability were the

basis for further solidarity,
the dpa news agency reported him saying.
“There’s no arguing with
us about this, and what’s
more we are difficult to
blackmail,” Schaeuble was
quoted saying in Berlin.
“We are prepared to offer
all cooperation and solidarity,” he said, but only if
Greece abides by its agreements, under which it received 240 billion euros
($270 billion) in rescue
loans.
Without the loans from
its fellow eurozone countries and the International
Monetary Fund, Greece
would struggle to service
its debts and avoid bankruptcy.
“The discussion about a
debt cut or a debt conference is divorced from reality,” Martin Jaeger, a

German finance ministry
spokesman, said in Berlin
earlier.
Greece’s Parliamentary
Budget Office, which
makes quarterly recommendations to lawmakers,
warned that the country
faces default unless a deal
with creditors is reached
soon. Greece’s next government debt obligations are
due in March.
Shares on the Athens
Stock Exchange closed
down 1.6 per cent yesterday, capping total losses of
13 per cent for the week,
while the interest rate on
three-year bonds – a gauge
of short term risk of default – rocketed to 19.3 per
cent.
In Athens, Jeroen
Dijsselbloem, the Dutchman who chairs eurozone
finance ministers’ meet-

ings, met with top officials
to sound out the new government.
Dijsselbloem acknowledged Greeks have gone
through much in recent
years to reform their economy, and warned that rash
actions by the government
would not help.
“Taking unilateral steps
or ignoring previous agreements is not the way forward,” he told reporters in
statements after his meeting with Finance Minister
Yanis Varoufakis.
Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras’ government,
voted in last Sunday, has
already said it will cancel
several planned privatization projects and considerably scale down planned
budget surpluses required
to pay down Greece’s massive national debt.

S. Africa apartheid assassin
‘Prime Evil’ granted parole
JOHANNESBURG – The
South African government yesterday granted
parole to Eugene de Kock,
the head of an apartheid
state covert unit responsible for dozens of deaths,
saying his freedom is in
the interest of national
reconciliation.
But those who knew de
Kock’s victims are struggling to accept the release
of the man known as
“Prime Evil”.
“It’s mixed feelings,
which is something we’ve
gotten used to as South
Africans,” said Eddie
Makue, of his ambivalence. Makue worked for
the South African Council
of Churches when de
Kock bombed its headquarters in 1988 injuring
19 people.
Makue, now a member
of South Africa’s parliament, said he accepted
Justice Minister Michael
Masutha’s reasons for
granting de Kock parole
but struggled to accept
the harm de Kock and his
unit had inflicted on their
prisoners.
“We have seen what
devastation it has caused
to them and we find it dif-

ficult to understand that
he got off,” he said.
Makue, who helped some
of the young activists targeted by de Kock, believes
that the former police
colonel “has not told the
whole truth, yet.”
De Kock, now 66, was
arrested in 1994, when
apartheid ended, and in
1996 was sentenced to
two life terms and an additional 212 years in
prison.
In his testimony to the
country’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, which recommended amnesty to those
who admitted to wrongdoing during apartheid,
de Kock told how he and
the C10 police unit tortured and killed antiapartheid activists at
Vlakplaas, a farm outside
Pretoria, South Africa’s
capital.
Reportedly nicknamed
“Prime Evil” by his own
officers, de Kock matterof-factly described the
group’s torture methods,
in some cases acting in
groups of two, torturing
their naked victims
for hours, in a nightmarish relay that included

beatings and strangling.
He was pardoned for
some crimes, such as the
bombing of the church
headquarters, but was
convicted for six murders
and 83 other crimes.
De Kock took over the
secret unit in 1983 after
four years of what he described as “gruesome”
anti-insurgency campaigns in Namibia. He
joined the security force
after he was reportedly
rejected by the police force
because he stuttered.
When the unit’s activities came to light, stories
that officers barbecued
while they burned their
victim’s bodies nearby,
shocked a country already
traumatised
by
apartheid. Sometimes, de
Kock and his men packed
the bodies of his victims
on a pile of explosives and
blew them up.
In each of the cases before the commission,
about 100, de Kock carefully specified the superior who gave him orders,
and in some cases named
former presidents P.W.
Botha and F.W. de Klerk.
“How could he not be informed? Instructions al-
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ways came from above
and he knew,” de Kock
said of de Klerk, who was
jointly awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize with Nelson
Mandela for ending
apartheid in South Africa.
De Kock says he is the
only member of the former police force sentenced
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Africa’s old order.
The last time most
South Africans saw de
Kock in the 1990s before
he was incarcerated at
Pretoria prison, large
bags hung from his eyes,
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to place Mr. de Kock
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who said the time
and place of de Kock’s release would not be made
public.
During his time in
prison, de Kock made
contact with some of his
victims’ families, asking
for forgiveness. Masutha
said de Kock had assisted
authorities in tracing the
remains of activists who
went missing during
apartheid.
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Grenada police
investigating assault
of Government
minister
ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada –
Police said they are searching for a man who assaulted
a government minister in
the capital on Thursday
night.
Avin Dabreo, the Minister responsible for Information,
Communication
and
Technology, told police that he
had been punched in the
face while sitting in his
vehicle.
He said his assailant “walked
into my vehicle damaging the
mirror, before I could stop and
park the vehicle I just felt a
punch to the face, a nasty
punch face to the right side of
my face and a man telling me I

bounce him”.
“I instantly decided to pull
over on the left side of the road
and then felt another punch to
the neck,” said Dabreo, adding
that he was able to provide police with a ‘good’ description of
his assailant.
“I visited the doctor and was
provided with medication for
pain and swelling,” said Dabreo
who was returning to his home
after
visiting
his
constituents when the incident
occurred.
Last week, a police corporal
was assaulted in the same area
when he attempted to arrest a
civilian for violating sections
of the Road Traffic Act.

NY court
vacates
conviction of
Barbadian

Avin Dabreo, the Minister responsible for Information,
Communication and Technology in Grenada

US official says C’bbean regaining
status as preferred transit route
WASHINGTON, DC, USA –
Cocaine moving through the
Caribbean to the United States
increased by 400 per cent between 2011 and 2014, raising
concerns that the region is regaining its status as a preferred
trafficking route as obtained in
the 1970s and 1980s.
William Brownfield, assistant
secretary of the Bureau of
International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs, on Tuesday
disclosed that cocaine flowing
through the region moved from
four per cent of what was consumed in the US in 2011 to 17
per cent last year.
“...And while 17 per cent is obviously a tiny, tiny percentage of
the more than 80 per cent that
we believe passes through
Mexico and Central America,
nevertheless, it is an increase of
more than 400 per cent in a period of only three years,”
Brownfield told journalists at a
meeting at the State Department
in Washington, DC.
“I suggest to you all... that this
is a problem that will get worse
before it gets better. It is a problem that cries out for greater coordination between the
Governments and States of the
Caribbean region and others of

the international community.
And it is a problem that calls for
an integrated and comprehensive solution that addresses not
just efforts against the traffickers
themselves, but also stronger institutions, stronger economies
that will attack the root causes
that make communities and vulnerable people willing to co-operate with organised crime, or willing to purchase their product.
And finally, it reminds us all that
this is not a Caribbean issue, or
a Caribbean problem, it is an
issue and a problem that affect
the entire world,” said
Brownfield, whose INL has
about 5,000 employees spread
across 70 countries.
Only last year the State
Department, in its 2014
International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report, said the
Caribbean was of deep concern
as a transit zone for the trafficking of narcotics. At the time, the
report stated that US-bound trafficking of cocaine through the region had increased from five per
cent in 2011 to nine per cent in
2012.
Jamaica, the 2014 report said,
is a transit point for cocaine trafficked from “South America to
North America and other inter-

national markets”.
“Factors that contribute to
drug trafficking include the country’s convenient geographic position as a waypoint for narcotics
trafficked from Latin America;
its lengthy, rugged and difficultto-patrol coastline; a high volume
of tourist travel and airline traffic; its status as a major transshipment hub for maritime containerised cargo; inadequate educational and employment opportunities for at-risk youth who
engage in crime; and a struggling
economy...,” the report stated.
On Tuesday, Brownfield suggested that the Caribbean is
again beginning to look attractive to drug traffickers as transit
through Mexico and Central
America becomes more expensive.“As they look for alternatives
[to the expensive routes] the old
networks and the old routes
through the Caribbean that were
their preferred routes in the
1970s to the 1980s will look more
attractive in the years ahead,”
Brownfield said.
However, he said that despite
the fact that the transit trend is
moving in the wrong direction,
the co-operation that exists
among the US, Jamaica and
other Caribbean nations today

William Brownfield, assistant secretary of the Bureau
of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs
is moving in the right direction,
when compared to the 1980s and
1990s.
“...the challenges and the problems that Jamaica and the US
have to deal with today in 2015
are far more positive than they
were 30 years ago.The dominant
crisis of the 1980s in the relationship between the Caribbean
and the US is today one of many
issues that we are trying to work
on together,” Brownfield added,
citing programmes like the
Caribbean Basin Security
Initiative through which the US,
Jamaica and other Caribbean
nations work together to combat
transnational crimes and the
narcotics trade.

J’can charged with killing US retiree who lived on island
KINGSTON, Jamaica – A
Jamaican man has been arrested and charged with killing
a retired New Jersey teacher
who had a second home on the
Caribbean island, police announced Thursday.
Glenda Campbell’s body was

found on Jan. 9 near a fishing
beach southwest of Old
Harbour, a gritty, coastal town
west of Kingston where she
had her home. The 56-year-old
woman’s throat had been
slashed and an autopsy found
she’d suffered blunt-force

trauma to her head.
Maurice Palmer, a 30-yearold laborer who lives near
Campbell’s house, is suspected
in the slaying.
Authorities did not disclose a
possible motive.
It was not immediately

known if Palmer had a lawyer.
A court appearance was set for
Friday.
Campbell’s family originally
was from Jamaica. Public
records show she retired from
the Paterson, New Jersey,
school system in 2008.

NEW YORK – A New York State
Supreme Court judge has vacated the conviction of a
Barbadian national who had
spent 18 months in jail for a crime
prosecutors now say never occurred.
The conviction of Michael
Waithe, 52, who has a green card
and faces deportation because of
a felony burglary in 1987, was vacated by Justice Neil Jon Firetog,
who granted a motion by
Brooklyn District Attorney Ken
Thompson to vacate the case.
“This hardworking and innocent man came to our country for
a better life and ended up being
framed and went to prison for
a crime that he didn’t
commit,” Thompson said in a
statement.
“He now faces being ripped
apart from his family, including
his three beautiful children and
granddaughter.Wrongful convictions lead not only to wrongful
imprisonment but also can impact a person’s job, housing or immigration status.”
Thompson said Waite did not
commit the supposed 1986 crime,
which also never occurred.
Waithe was a security guard at
a Brooklyn building when a tenant claimed she saw Waithe taking items out of the apartment,
along with two other individuals
she could not identify, said
Prosecutor Mark Hale at a hearing on Thursday.
Hale said there was no physical
evidence, adding that there was
“scant evidence a burglary had, in
fact, been committed”.
He said the witness was “the
sole person who was responsible
for the conviction...”
The New York Times newspaper reported that late last year,
Waithe contacted the Conviction
Review Unit at the Office of the
Brooklyn District Attorney, which
examines questionable cases at
the request of lawyers, defendants or family members.
The paper said the unit’s
lawyers interviewed the witness,
who said that no burglary had
occurred.Hale said she accused
Waithe “solely because she did
not like him, and thought he was
responsible for the theft of an
auto from her”.
Waithe recalled that, in 2011,
he was stopped by immigration
officers on arriving at John F.
Kennedy International Airport in
New York from his native
Barbados.He said he was targeted for deportation because of
the 1987 felony burglary conviction.Waite’s lawyer, Matthew
Smalls, said his client’s immigration status remains in flux, as he
has a separate hearing shortly
with the Immigration and
Custom Enforcement agency.
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Huge crowds turn out for protest against Gov’t policies
ST LUCIA – The appeal
for change drew hundreds of Saint Lucians
into the streets of
Castries on Thursday
in a peaceful protest
march, advocating for
amendment to several
of government’s policies.
A solid river of protestors of all ages, creed and
colour, poured out of the
Vigie Sports Ground
through the afternoon and
into the evening, heading
for the William Peter
Boulevard. The protestors
who were decked mostly
in orange shirts and ribbons, chanted slogans
such as “Enough is
Enough”, “We want
Change” and “We Want
the Price for Fuel Reduced
Now.”
The march ended for a
public rally. Protestors
were led by UWP Leader
Allen Chastanet, Castries
South-East MP Guy
Joseph, UWP Chairman
Ezechiel Joseph, UWP
Deputy Leader Lenard

The protestors who were decked mostly in orange shirts and ribbons, chanted slogans such as “Enough is
Enough”, “We want Change” and “We Want the Price for Fuel Reduced Now.”
Montoute and Former
Attorney
General
Rudolph
Francis.
Chastanet told the media
that he was pleased with

the turn out, but stressed
that it represents the “suffering” that St. Lucians
are left to bear. He said the
people want their voices to

be heard and joining the
protest march has allowed
this to happen.
Saint Lucia News
Online (SNO) spoke with

a few of the people, who
expressed disgust with the
current situation in St.
Lucia. They cited high unemployment, the in-

creased cost for basic food
commodities and the government’s unwillingness
to further reduce the fuel
prices, as reasons why
they joined in. The protest
is said to have attracted a
few hundred people from
all parts of the island.
Persons came from communities such as Castries,
Gros Islet and in some
cases as far as Soufriere,
Dennery, Micoud, Vieux
Fort and Laborie, among
others. During his nationwide
address
on
Wednesday evening,
Chastanet had urged supporters to join in the
protest march, to demonstrate their “dissatisfaction with the state of affairs of our country.” The
march saw citizens
protesting against the 15
per cent Value Added Tax
(VAT), increased water
rate, high electricity costs,
pending bus fare increases, reduced subsidies
for transportation and
other
basic
food
items.

T&T House Speaker Nevis make yet another early repayment to IMF
apologises to
Judiciary, House
HOUSE SPEAKER in
Trinidad Wade Mark has
apologised to the Lower
House for his statement in
the Parliament last week
in which he incorrectly
stated that the Judiciary
had given him notification
of a court matter involving
Finance Minister Larry
Howai and Azad Ali of
Sunshine Newspaper
Limited.
Speaking
in
the
Parliament yesterday afternoon, he explained that
before Jack Warner’s
Motion of No Confidence
in Finance Minister Larry
Howai began last week, he
felt it necessary to bring to
the attention of Mr.Warner
and the House that legal
proceedings had commenced in the High Court
and that consideration of
the sub judice rule arose
as a consequence.
He then cleared up his
statement that he received
a Notice of the High Court
dated 16th January 2015
concerning the matter involving Larry Howai and
Azad Ali a few hours before the sitting. This, he
noted, caused some embarrassment to the Judiciary
which responded in a press
release earlier this week
stating that there ap-

peared to be some misunderstanding since contrary
to what Mr. Mark said in
the Lower House, no
Notice, letter or any other
communication on the
legal matter was forwarded by the Court or
any of its officers to the
Speaker or any officers of
the Parliament.
Mr. Mark said: “Which
had been filed on the 16th
of January 2015, the date
of the official of the official
stamp of the High Court
on both the claim form and
the statement of case.
Honourable Members, I
sincerely regret the embarrassment to the Judiciary
as my statement would
have incorrectly conveyed
the impression that the
Judiciary had on its own
volition notified me of a
matter before it.”
The House Speaker has
since written the Chief
Justice expressing his regret.
“Assuring him of the mutual respect and comity
which exist between the
Parliament and Judiciary
and to which this House is
resolutely committed. The
Honourable Chief Justice,
on the 27th of January
2015, acknowledged receipt of my letter.”

WASHINGTON – The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) says it has received a third early payment of a US$73.1 million
loan that St Kitts and
Nevis had acquired under
the
Stand-By
Arrangement
(SBA)
signed in 2011.
The Washington-based
financial institution said
that the Dr Denzil
Douglas administration
had made a payment of
US$3.9 million, following
earlier payments of
US$17.1 million in June
last year and US$4.1 million last October.
“These early repayments reflect the improvement in the country’s
macroeconomic situation,”
the IMF said.
The financial institution
said the payment covers a
portion of the obligations
falling due in the second
half of 2015.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) says it has received a third early payment of a US$73.1 million loan that St Kitts and Nevis had acquired under
the Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) signed in 2011.
“It reduces the outstanding obligations of St.
Kitts and Nevis to the
IMF to US$43.4 million or
about 345.5 per cent of

quota from 376.7 percent,
and further lowers its debt
to GDP ratio by about half
a percent of GDP (gross
domestic product) to about

80 per cent,” the IMF said,
adding “the outstanding
balance is projected
to be repaid over
2015-2018”.

Senior cop pleads not guilty to criminal charges
related to cell phone incident on plane
TRINIDAD – Assistance
Commissioner of Police
Peter Reyes pleaded not
guilty to three criminal
charges of putting an aircraft and crew in danger.
The senior police officer
was removed on a flight to
Tobago after he failed to

follow orders to switch off
his mobile telephone.
Reyes appeared before
Arima Magistrate Debbie
Ann Bassaw on January
30, and was released on
TT$30,000 bail.
Charges were brought
by
Deputy
Police

Commissioner (Crime)
Glenn Hackett.
The charges include
threatening the safety of
the aircraft and passengers on board; using abusive and insulting language towards a crew
member and for inten-

tionally interfering with
crew members in the execution of their duties. The
three charges carry a
maximum
fine
of
TT$25,000 and up to a
year imprisonment.
The matter was adjourned to February 27.
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Deadline nears for ‘stateless’
people in Dominican Republic
SANTO
DOMINGO,
Dominican Republic – An
important deadline loomed
yesterday for tens of thousands of people in the
Dominican Republic who
were born in the country
but are not considered citizens because they are the
descendants of migrants,
mostly from neighbouring
Haiti.
The people who fall into
this category have until
Feb. 1 to apply for a birth
certificate as foreigners,
which the government

says will allow them to
apply for citizenship in two
years.
So far, about 6,500 people have applied for the
document, which is necessary in the Dominican
Republic to acquire a residency and work permit,
register for school or register to vote. Many children
of migrants never received
their birth certificate because they weren’t born in
a hospital and were rebuffed by government officials when they tried to

apply for them later.
There are an estimated
60,000 people who were
born in the Dominican
Republic to non-citizens,
according to Deputy
Interior Minister Luis
Fernandez. Migrant advocates say the number is actually as high as 200,000.
In 2013, the Supreme
Court, rendering a final decision in a long-simmering
dispute, ruled that people
born in the country to noncitizens were not automatically entitled to citizen-

People of Haitian descent born in the Dominican Republic stand in line to
apply for a birth certificate listing them as foreigners, in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic, Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015.
ship. It was a retroactive
ruling that went back to

1929, and left many people
who had thought of them-

selves as Dominican in
legal limbo.

Interim injunction granted
barring use of new boundaries,
pending an appeal
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS
–
The
Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court has granted an
interim injunction
barring any action
from being taken on
new
constituency
boundaries, pending
an appeal of a High
Court
ruling
on
Tuesday.
That ruling by High
Court Justice Marlene
Carter found that the
signing of the proclamation changing boundaries
and its subsequent
gazetting on January
16th was in order. She
also overturned another
injunction blocking use of
the new boundaries pending a judicial review. The
interim
injunction

granted by the Appeal
Court on Thursday, is now
in place pending that appeal which is scheduled
for February 9th.
Thursday, the Appeal
Court sitting in St. Lucia,
heard arguments via teleconference from opposition alliance Team Unity
lawyers in St. Kitts and
Barbados
and
Government lawyers in
St. Kitts, Dominica and
the United Kingdom. The
Court got off to a late
start when the Justices
required a couple of hours
to look over papers filed
by the Attorney General
on Thursday morning.
The session ran until late
Friday afternoon, with
the Justices Davidson
Baptiste, Louise Blenman

and Mario Michel handing down their ruling at
around 6:00 p.m.
“We have considered
the very helpful submissions of all counsel, and
we are of the view that
the justice of the case
merits the granting of an
interim injunction pending the hearing and determination of the appeal,” the Justices ruled.
Speaking to WINN FM
on Thursday evening
Lawyer Talibah Byron, a
member of the Legal
Team for the applicants
Team Unity, said that the
injunction does not stop
the holding of general
elections, which are
slated for February 16th.
“We’re not trying to stop
the election. We never
have. In fact, quite the
contrary, Team Unity
wants the election to happen very soon. They’ve
always wanted that,
they’ve always called for

that, but what they’ve
asked for is a free and fair
election,” she told WINN
FM.
Ms Byron said she did
not expect the Appeal
Court to issue a written
judgment, but rather an
Order instructing named
parties to act accordingly.
A resolution to pass
boundaries changes was
tabled in the National
Assembly on January
16th over vehement objections from Opposition
MPs and passed the
Opposition says, without
adequate debate. Shortly
afterwards the Prime
Minister dissolved the
Parliament indicating
that the resolution had
been signed by the
Governor General and
gazetted.
The Opposition was
granted an injunction by
Justice Carter to temporarily bar any action
from being taken on the

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court has
granted an interim injunction barring any action
from being taken on new constituency boundaries
boundaries pending a judicial review of the
boundaries
change
process. Their main argument was that the
gazetting process was
flawed. Government
lawyers applied to have
the injunction set aside.
After hearing submissions from both sides,
Justice Carter ruled on

Tuesday January 27th,
that the gazetting process
was proper and she overturned the injunction she
had granted. Despite
plans to travel for personal reasons, Justice
Carter remained at the
High Court in Basseterre
on Thursday awaiting the
judgment of the Appellate
Judges.

Venezuela confirms
it shot down drug
St. Kitts Government wants ruling by
plane near Aruba
CARACAS, Venezuela –
Venezuela’s military confirmed that it shot down
over the Caribbean Sea a
small civilian plane believed to be carrying
drugs. Aruba said
packets of cocaine were
found in the waters
where the craft went
down.
Defense
Minister
Vladimir Padrino yesterday defended the military’s action saying the
plane had entered
Venezuela’s airspace
without permission and

didn’t respond to orders
to land immediately. He
said the plane was heading from Central America
and taken down 25 nautical 15 miles from the
coast near the island nation of Aruba.
He didn’t provide any
information about those
who were on board.
Venezuela has shot
down a number of
suspected
drugtrafficking planes in recent year, mostly over the
western portion of the
country.

OECS Court to be moved forward
BASSETERRE,
St.
KITTS – Prime Minister
Dr. Denzil Douglas says
he has written to the
Eastern
Caribbean
Supreme Court urging it

to move forward the date
on which it will hear an
appeal filed by opposition
legislators regarding the
boundaries to be used n
the February 16 general

election.
The OECS Supreme
Court, sitting in St. Lucia
on Thursday, heard arguments via teleconference
from opposition alliance

Team Unity lawyers in
St. Kitts and Barbados
and as well government
attorneys in St. Kitts,
Dominica and the United
Kingdom.

Attorney: ‘Old boundaries do not exist’
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts –
Senior Counsel Anthony
Astaphan yesterday said
that unless the proclamation issued by Governor

General Sir Edmund
Lawrence regarding the
constituency boundaries is
declared null and void “the
old boundaries do not exist”.

Astaphan, was reacting
to a ruling by the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court
late Thursday granting an
interim injunction barring

any action from being taken
on new constituency boundaries, pending an appeal of
the ruling of the High Court
on Tuesday.
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Romney decides
against 2016
presidential race
WASHINGTON – Mitt Romney told supporters yesterday that he’s decided to skip
a 2016 presidential race, putting an end to weeks of serious consideration about a
third try for the White
House.
The 2012 GOP presidential
nominee informed his staff and
then key supporters in separate
conference calls.
“After putting considerable
thought into making another
run for president, I’ve decided it
is best to give other leaders in
the party the opportunity to become our next nominee,” Romney said, according to remarks
posted on Twitter by conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt.
For months, Romney repeatedly said he wasn’t interested
in running again. But he upended the 2016 GOP race when
he told a small group of donors
earlier this month about his interest.
Although he said yesterday
that he was “convinced” that he

could win the Republican nomination again, Romney acknowledged “it would have been a difficult test and a hard fight”.
Part of that challenge was underscored as several top donors
flocked to Jeb Bush, who appeals to the same centre-right,
establishment wing of the Republican Party as Romney. Potential rivals such as Sens. Ted
Cruz and Rand Paul, who supported Romney in 2012, were
openly dismissive about another
Romney race and said a fresh
face is needed next year.
Bush, who recently met with
Romney in Utah, praised the
former Massachusetts governor
as a “patriot”.
“Mitt Romney has been a
leader in our party for many
years. There are few people who
have worked harder to elect
Republicans across the country
than he has,” Bush said in a
statement posted on Facebook.
“Though I’m sure today’s decision was not easy, I know that
Mitt Romney will never stop ad-

Mitt Romney speaks at Mississippi State University in Starkville, Miss., on January 28, 2015.

vocating for renewing America’s
promise through upward mobility, encouraging free enterprise
and strengthening our national
defence.”
In his remarks yesterday,
Romney referenced a new Fox
News poll showing him with a
double-digit lead over Mike
Huckabee, Paul and Bush as a
sign of his strength going into
2016.

Romney did not name a candidate he would endorse, but encouraged his supporters to “stay
engaged in the critical process of
selecting a Republican nominee.”
He also gave his supporters
the blessing to sign on with
other candidates and said he
would not establish a political
action committee, accept campaign contributions, or hire a

campaign team.
“I believe that one of our next
generation of Republican leaders, one who may not be as well
known as I am today, one who
has not yet taken their message
across the country, one who is
just getting started, may well
emerge as being better able to
defeat the Democrat nominee.
In fact, I expect and hope that to
be the case,” he said.

Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral marked 50 years on
THE boat that carried Sir
Winston Churchill’s coffin along
the Thames in 1965 has made
the same journey to mark the
50th anniversary of his funeral.
Members of the Churchill family were aboard the Havengore,
which travelled to Westminster
in central London.
Earlier, Prime Minister David
Cameron laid a wreath in memory of Churchill, who, as prime
minister, led Britain to victory in
World War Two.
A service was also scheduled to
take place later yesterday at
Westminster Abbey.
Speaking at a service in
Parliament at the start of a day
of commemorations, Cameron
said Churchill would be remembered as a “great leader and
great Briton”.
“If there is one aspect of this
man I admire more than any
other – it is Churchill the patriot,” he said.
Cameron said the UK needed
to draw on the “courage and resolve” of Churchill to battle
“every affront to freedom in this
century”.
A procession from the service
at Parliament’s St. Mary’s
Undercroft chapel ended under
what has become known as
Churchill Arch.
It was rebuilt at his suggestion following a direct hit from a
German bomb in May 1941.
Tower Bridge was raised as the

Wreaths were laid at the statue of Churchill in the Members’ Lobby of the Commons.

Havengore retraced its 1965
journey from the Tower of
London to Westminster.
The boat then stopped near the
Palace of Westminster for a service to be held and for wreath laying in the river.
Westminster Abbey hosted a
ceremony, with flowers laid at
the green marble stone placed
there in memorial to Churchill.

Sir Nicholas Soames said the
Westminster events were a “fitting tribute” to his grandfather
and a “strong reminder of all he
did for his country”.
Emma Soames, Churchill’s
granddaughter, added: “To me
growing up he was a grandfather, but I came to realise at his
death that he was so much more
than that.

“The family are absolutely delighted that his life is being celebrated and his legacy expanded.”
Along with Celia Sandys,
Churchill’s granddaughter, he
laid a wreath at his statue in
Parliament Square.
Thousands of people lined the
streets of London for Churchill’s
funeral procession in 1965.

Journalist Martin Bell, who
worked as a junior reporter at
the funeral, recalled speaking to
mourners. He said: “What I remember is most of all... the sheer
size of them, 10-12 deep all along
the way.
“Very quiet, very dignified, almost devotional. It would be
hard to imagine anybody now,
however eminent, drawing that
kind of crowd to his funeral.
“It was unprecedented... the
entire nation was watching.”
From yesterday, the National
Railway Museum in York will
display the locomotive – named
Winston Churchill – that pulled
his funeral train from London to
Oxfordshire before his burial.
Churchill began his career in
the Army and he also worked as
a journalist during the Boer War
in South Africa, where he was
captured and made a prisoner-ofwar but managed to escape.
He served as First Lord of the
Admiralty and held various senior government roles before taking over from Neville Chamberlain as prime minister in May
1940, and leading the country to
eventual victory over Nazi
Germany.
He lost power in the 1945 election but remained leader of the
opposition, and in 1951 became
prime minister again. He resigned in 1955, but remained an
MP until shortly before his
death.
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Islamic state militants launch
offensive outside Kirkuk
ISLAMIC State militants
launched their biggest offensive yet outside the Kurdishcontrolled city of Kirkuk and
tried to penetrate the city itself, in a spate of brazen attacks by the extremist group
on Kurdish forces across
Iraq.
A senior Kurdish commander,
Brig. Gen. Sherko Fatih, was
among at least six Kurdish
forces killed in the surprise attack southwest of Kirkuk, in
northern Iraq, which officials
said began just after midnight
yesterday.
As fighting raged outside the
city, fighters from Islamic State,
also known as ISIS, staged a bold
attack within Kirkuk itself. Local officials said militants tried
to break in to the Kirkuk Palace
Hotel after detonating a car
bomb in front of the hotel, a rare
incursion into the city centre.
Kirkuk governor Najmaldin
Karim said Kurdish forces and
local police foiled the hotel
break-in, killing three militants.
The Kurdish force known as
Peshmerga “foiled today a breakin operation by ISIS toward oil
and gas installations from three
directions that aimed at reaching the centre of Kirkuk,” Karim
said.
After hours of fighting, Peshmerga officials also said they
pushed the militants back from
the areas where they had advanced southwest of Kirkuk, focusing particularly on cutting
their access to roads leading to
oil infrastructure.
Still, the strings of attacks yesterday are a fresh setback for
the Kurdish forces at the front
line of the fight against Islamic
State in Iraq.The militants have
fought the Peshmerga and other
Kurdish forces around Erbil, the
capital of the semiautonomous
Kurdistan region in the north,
and areas further south closer
to Baghdad. But attacks around
Kirkuk, the oil-rich city under
the control of Kurdish forces, are
rare.
Also yesterday, Islamic State
suicide bombers targeted Peshmerga forces in Jalawla, a Kurdish-controlled town in Diyala
province, killing seven Pesh-

Jordan
‘halts air
strikes’
targeting
ISIS

Smoke billows in the background as Kurdish Peshmerga fighters take positions on the side of a
road near the northern Iraqi city of Kirkuk, yesterday.

merga fighters. Bomb attacks
struck Baghdad and, north of it,
the city of Samarra. In western
Anbar province, an Islamic State
stronghold, militants launched
fresh attacks on security forces
holed out in Fallujah, security
officials said.
Officials in Baghdad and Erbil
broadly characterised the attacks across the country as signs
Islamic State was lashing out,
after losing some momentum
and ground in Iraq in recent
weeks.
In Syria, Kurdish fighters
backed by Syrian rebels and
months of coalition airstrikes
seized back the city centre of
Kobani, a Kurdish city on the
Turkish border, in a highly symbolic victory for both the Kurds
and the international coalition
against Islamic State.
Iraqi Parliament speaker
Salim al-Jabouri said the
Islamic State offensive on Friday
came as “cover for the repeated

defeats suffered by ISIS.”
Jabouri called the Kirkuk attacks “a desperate attempt to undermine stability and social
peace witness by Kirkuk.”
US officials say the US-led
bombing campaign against
Islamic State has recently begun
to wear on the leadership and
operational structure of the militant group, which seized chunks
of Iraq and Syria last year.
Progress made
In Iraq, security forces and
Shiite militias battling the
Sunni extremist group have
made progress in some provinces, but Islamic State controls
much of Anbar province in the
west and has kept control of
Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city.
In the north, the militants are
still lodged in villages some 30
kilometres on the outskirts of
Erbil. Islamic State attacked the
area southwest of Kirkuk, the
same area under attack yester-

day, about two months ago, but
the offensive then was less
sweeping, local officials said. In
recent weeks, the group has gathered suicide bombers and foreign fighters in the same area, in
apparent preparation for the
new attack, the officials said.
Early yesterday, under the
cover of dark and a particularly
foggy night, Islamic State
launched the Kirkuk attack from
three areas south and west of
the city, local officials said:Tal alWard, al-Khalid, and Maryam
Beik. Airstrikes by the international anti-Islamic State coalition began to hit Islamic State
vehicles in the area shortly after,
the officials said.
Peshmerga sent in reinforcements and were joined by special
counter-terrorism forces from
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan– the Iran-allied Kurdish
force blacklisted by the US – in
southern Kirkuk for counter-attacks.

JORDAN has temporarily
halted air strikes targeting Isis
militants, as the deadline for
handing over a would-be suicide bomber to save the life of a
pilot captured by Isis passed,
The Independent understands.
The number of air strikes
against militants were reduced
after Muath al-Kasaesbeh was
taken by the group in December when his plane crashed as
he was conducting US-led coalition air strikes, a source told
the paper.
Jordanian fighter jets are
continuing to fly reconnaissance missions as part of the
coalition but have now stopped
directly targeting Isis positions.
The Government is still waiting to discover the pilot’s fate
after the deadline passed without any word from Isis on the
fate of al-Kasaesbeh and Japanese hostage Kenji Goto.
Jordanian military spokesman
Mamdouh al-Ameri released a
statement yesterday saying the
government institutions are
“working around the clock” on
the pilot’s case.
Isis had demanded Sajida alRishawi be handed over by sunset in Mosul, Iraq, or al-Kasaesbeh would be killed “immediately”.
But Jordan refused to hand
over the female militant because it had not received proof
from his captors that he was
still alive.
The pilot’s father, Safi alKaseasbeh, said he still had no
word on the fate of his son and
had not received any update
from Jordanian authorities.
The crisis prompted the Japanese Foreign Ministry to issue a warning yesterday to
journalists to avoid the border
town in Turkey that would be a
crossing point from Syria if a
prisoner swap does go ahead.

Mostly sunny.

London: 3°C CLEAR
Boston: -0°C FAIR
Montreal: -9°C OVERCAST
Toronto: -11°C FAIR
New York: 2°C FAIR
Miami: 23°C FAIR

High: 2:01 am
& 1:26
Low: 7:13 am
& 8:24 pm

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the month: 64.9 mm
For the year: 64.9 mm
6:25 am

5:59 pm

Max: 29.2 °C
Min: 25.5 °C
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Canada to criminalise public terror threats
TORONTO – Canada
will introduce new
anti-terror laws that
will make it a crime to
encourage terrorism
against Canadians,
Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced yesterday in
response to two recent
attacks.
The laws will also allow
anyone suspected of being
involved in a terror plot
to be detained without
charge for up to seven
days, and empower Canada’s spy agency to thwart
attacks directly in a sig-

nificant expansion of their
powers.
Work on the law began
in October after a gunman killed a soldier at
Canada’s national war
memorial and then
stormed Parliament. The
attack in Ottawa came
two days after a man, said
to be inspired by the
Islamic State group, ran
over two soldiers in a
parking lot in Quebec,
killing one and injuring
the other before being
shot to death.
Under current law it is
a crime to make a specific

threat. The new law will
make it a crime to call for
a terror attack against
Canadians generally. It
includes any public threat
including online.
“We cannot tolerate this
any more than we tolerate
people that make jokes
about bomb threats at airports,” Harper said.
“Anyone engaging in that
kind of activity is going to
face the full force of the
law in the future.”
The penalty will be a
maximum of five years in
prison. Authorities will
also be able to remove ter-

ror-related material from
any Canadian website.
Under the current law,
those suspected of being
involved in a terror plot
can be detained for up to
three days. The new law
extends that to seven
days provided police get a
judge’s permission.
The new law will also
allow the Canadian Security Intelligence Service,
the country’s spy service,
to directly approach terror suspects in order to
disrupt their plans. CSIS
is currently permitted
only to collect intelligence

and pass the information
on to police.
The spy agency will now
be able to cancel plane or
other travel reservations
made by Canadians suspected of being involved
in terrorism. The new activities by CSIS will require approval by a judge.
Police already have many
of these powers that CSIS
will acquire, but the government wanted the spy
agency to be able to act
right away if they see a
threat.
The new laws have to
be passed in Parliament,

but Harper’s Conservative government has a
majority of the seats so
passage is all but ensured.
Harper said jihadists
have declared war on
Canada and it would be a
grave mistake to ignore
their threats.
“Over the last few years
a great evil has been descending upon our world,
an evil that has been
growing more and more
powerful, violent jihadism,” Harper said. “It
is one of the most dangerous enemies our world
has ever faced.”

Ukraine peace talks aborted
after deadly shelling in east

Egyptian security officers and local residents inspect the damage caused by the
attacks in El-Arish.

CIVILIANS were killed on
both sides in heavy fighting in eastern Ukraine
yesterday, while an attempt to reopen peace
talks in neighbouring
Belarus was aborted before it began.
Rebel delegates flew to
the Belarus capital Minsk,
only to announce that no
talks would take place yesterday and they were flying straight back to
Moscow. Any talks would
be the first since a fivemonth-old ceasefire collapsed with a new rebel
advance last week.
The main rebel stronghold Donetsk echoed to the
sound of heavy artillery
fire, including salvoes from
multiple rocket launchers

and heavier thuds from artillery coming from the direction of the airport, a
constant battlefield.
Four covered bodies
were seen near a cultural
centre that had been hit
by artillery while residents
were queuing outside for
humanitarian aid. A fifth
body lay in a badly-damaged car nearby. A woman
was weeping by one of the
bodies.A kilometre away, a
sixth dead person lay
where a trolleybus had
been hit.
The separatists said the
total death toll in those
two strikes was seven, blaming government forces.
Other reports placed the
number of dead between
12 and over 20. Kiev said

the shelling was carried
out by the rebels to ruin
the chance of peace talks.
Both sides have made similar allegations throughout the conflict, which are
impossible to verify.
“We are already used to
this artillery and there’s
nothing we can do about
it. Our boys are defending
us,” said Alla, a shopkeeper in downtown Donetsk.
In Debaltseve, east of
Donetsk, seven civilians
were killed yesterday by
separatist shelling of their
homes, regional police
chief Vyacheslav Abroskin
said in a Facebook post.
Earlier he reported another seven civilians killed
in and around the town in
the previous 24 hours.

Egypt’s Sisi cuts short
visit over Sinai attacks
EGYPTIAN President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi has cut
short a visit to an African
Union summit to deal with
an upsurge of attacks in
the Sinai peninsula.
Militants targeted military and police in North
Sinai late on Thursday,
which officials say killed
at least 32 and wounded
many more.
The group Sinai Province, which has pledged
allegiance to Islamic State
(IS), said it carried out the
attacks.
Egypt has conducted a
major security crackdown
in Sinai in recent months.
Thursday’s attacks represent some of the worst
anti-government violence

in Egypt for months, and
indicate a previously unseen level of co-ordination
by militants, correspondents and analysts say.
Emergency services
were still digging in the
rubble for bodies yesterday
morning, and two children
died from wounds they
had reportedly received on
Thursday.
Increasingly lawless
Most of the victims were
soldiers in the provincial
capital, El-Arish, where
police offices, a military
base and a military hotel
were hit by rockets.
A car bomb exploded at
the gate to the military
base and several check-

points in the city were also
targeted.
Sisi was returning to the
Egyptian capital from an
African Union summit in
Ethiopia “to monitor the
situation”, his office said in
a statement.
Sinai has become increasingly lawless since
President Hosni Mubarak
was overthrown in 2011,
and insurgents have intensified attacks since his Islamist successor Mohammed Morsi was ousted in
2013.
North Sinai has been
under a state of emergency
and a curfew since October, when an attack on a
checkpoint killed dozens of
soldiers.

A woman surveys damage done to a house, which according to locals was recently damaged by shelling, in the suburbs of Donetsk on January 30, 2015.
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Zimbabwe President Mugabe
new African Union Chairman
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia
– African leaders yesterday appointed Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe as the new chairman of the 54-nation
African Union.
The 90-year-old Mugabe, who has ruled his country since 1980, succeeds
Mauritania's President
Mohamed Ould Abdel
Aziz.
The announcement was
made during the African
Union's two-day heads of
state summit at the organisation’s headquarters in
Ethiopia's capital.
“During my tenure as
chair, I will deliberately

provoke your thoughts to
pay special attention to issues of infrastructure,
value addition, agriculture
and climate change,” Mugabe told African leaders.
Mugabe’s new position
has drawn criticism.
“Frankly I don't believe
the elevation (Mugabe’s
appointment) is anything
than symbolic,” said Piers
Pigou, Southern Africa
project director for the International Crisis Group.
“His elevation sends a negative signal of African solidarity with leaders
who've misruled their
countries.”
Traditionally, the AU

Saudi blogger
flogging postponed
second time
AUTHORITIES in Saudi
Arabia have again postponed a second round of
50 lashes on the blogger
Raif Badawi.
No reason has been given, but last week Badawi was reported to be
physically unfit to face the
penalty after receiving the
first flogging.
He was sentenced to
1 000 lashes and 10 years
in prison for insulting
Islam.
Raif Badawi’s punishment has caused international outcry. Last week
the case was referred to
the Supreme Court by the
then-King Abdullah’s office.
A decree by the new
Saudi King Salman has
pardoned what are described as “public right”
prisoners, which could
eventually include Badawi.
A Saudi rights activist
and lawyer, Suad alShammary, who worked
with Badawi on his blog,
was released yesterday.
She had been held for
three months without
charge over comments she
made on Twitter, which
her opponents portrayed
as anti-Islamic.
Health fears
Raif Badawi, 30, was
due to receive the lashes
over a period of 20 weeks.
The first round was carried out outside a mosque
in Jeddah on January 9 as
a crowd of onlookers
watched.

On Thursday, human
rights group Amnesty International said Badawi
could suffer “debilitating
long-term physical and
mental damage” if the
flogging continues.
“Raif Badawi is a prisoner of conscience, whose
only 'crime' was to set up
a website for public discussion,” said Philip
Luther, Amnesty's Middle
East and North Africa director.
Badawi’s wife, Ensaf
Haidar, said earlier this
week she wished “that
King Salman would issue
a pardon for Raif”.
“Every day I feel that I
have to say something, do
something because Raif
might return tomorrow. I
still have hope.”
Haidar and her three
children are currently in
Canada, where they are
seeking asylum.
Raif Badawi established
Liberal Saudi Network, a
now-closed online forum
that sought to encourage
debate on religious and
political matters in Saudi
Arabia in 2008.
In 2012, he was arrested
in Jeddah and charged
with “insulting Islam
through electronic channels” and “going beyond
the realm of obedience”.
In 2013 he was cleared
of apostasy, which could
have carried a death sentence.
Saudi Arabia enforces a
strict version of Islamic
law and does not tolerate
political dissent.

chairmanship is given to
the leader of the country
hosting the next summit,
but exceptions have been
made as in 2005 when it
was the turn of Sudan's
Omar al-Bashir, but African leaders bowed to international pressures in
the uproar over killings in
Darfur. They passed over
al-Bashir and instead kept
Nigeria's Olusegun Obasanjo for a second year.
Zimbabwe, a once-prosperous nation of 13 million
people in southern Africa,
has struggled since Mugabe’s government began
seizing white-owned farms
in 2000. Mugabe is accused of using widespread
violence to win several disputed elections, according
to human rights groups.
The country suffered hyperinflation until it abandoned its currency for the
US dollar in 2009.

Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe is the new chairman of the 54-nation African
Union.

Bombing of Shiite Mosque in
Pakistan kills dozens
KARACHI, Pakistan –
The bombing of a Shiite
mosque in southern
Pakistan yesterday
killed 49 people and
wounded more than 30,
police and government
officials said.
The bomb targeted one
of the main Shiite mosques
in the city of Shikarpur in
southern Sindh province,
around 240 miles north of

Pakistan’s largest city,
Karachi.
“It happened during the
Friday sermon,” said police
official Naseem Bukhari.
“The roof of the building
collapsed.”
Shiite Muslims are a minority in Pakistan, and
hundreds of them have
been killed in recent years
by Sunni militant groups
who consider Shiites to be

apostates. Many of these
extremist groups are affiliated with the Pakistani
Taliban and al Qaeda.
The militant group Jandullah, which was previously affiliated with the
Pakistani Taliban, claimed
responsibility for the
mosque bombing in a
statement. The group has
claimed several high-profile attacks in recent years,

Pakistani security officials gather at a Shiite Muslim mosque after a bomb explosion in Shikarpur in Sindh province yesterday.

including the September
2013 bombing of a church
in the northwestern city of
Peshawar that killed
scores of worshipers.
Police said initial reports
suggested yesterday’s attack was a suicide bombing, but added they couldn’t confirm this until all evidence was collected and
analysed.
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif condemned the bombing in a
statement issued by his office. “The government is
committed to eradicating
the menace of terrorism
and extremism from the
country,” Sharif said.
Footage aired on local television channels showed
hundreds of people gathered outside the mosque.
Some were seen carrying
the wounded to ambulances. Others were crying
over bodies covered with
white sheets.
“The imam [prayer leader] was in the middle of
his sermon when the blast
took place,” said a man
who suffered slight injuries and gave his name as
Ayaz. “I was knocked off
my feet.”
Images of the aftermath
indicated a powerful explosion that ripped through
the crowded mosque, leaving debris and blood on the
floor.
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World’s cities experiencing
more heatwaves, study shows
WORLD cities are experiencing more heatwaves
and fewer cold spells, according to a study of extreme temperatures in
hundreds of urban areas
over the past 40 years. It
found that many cities are
seeing fewer extremely
windy days than in the
1970s and have more extremely hot individual
days and nights.
The climate researchers
from US and Indian universities identified 620 of
the world’s urban areas
with a population over
250 000, and then chose
217 which were situated
close to an international
weather station with rainfall, wind and temperature records stretching
back to 1973.
They found that four of
the five years with the
most heatwaves had occurred since 2009. They
were experienced mostly
in Africa, East Asia, Europe and North America.
“The number of extremely hot days increased significantly at

most sites [over the 40
years].
“However, a few urban
areas in East Asia showed
significant declining
trends. Only 2 per cent of
the urban areas experienced significant declines
in the frequency of extreme hot days,” said the
authors.
“Extremely windy days
declined substantially
during the last 40 years,
with significant declines
in about 60 per cent in the
urban areas,” said the authors, who defined heatwaves as periods of at
least six days where the
daily maximum temperature was hotter than 99
per cent of days since
1973.
Cold spell decline
The results, published
in Environmental Research Letters, also
showed a significant decline in six-day or longer
cold spells. Around 17 per
cent of urban areas were
found to have experienced
a significant increase in

daily rainfall and 10 per
cent experienced a significant increase in annual
maximum precipitation.
“Our results show significant increases in heat
waves and the number of
hot days and warm
nights, and at the same
time, declines in cold
waves and extreme windy
days in many urban areas
over the last 40 years.
“We also find that the
number of changes in precipitation extremes was
modest, which is somewhat surprising as our
previous work showed a
predominance of increases in precipitation
extremes in major US
urban areas,” said lead research author Vimal
Mishra from the Indian
Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar.
“Urban areas make up a
relatively small part of the
global land area; but they
are the centre of wealth,
so damage to urban infrastructure could result in
potentially large economic
losses,” he said.

More extreme heat, less cold spells and less high winds is the weather trend for
many of the world’s cities, a new study shows.

NASA to launch satellite to
help with weather forecasting
GREENBELT, Md. –
NASA researchers at the
Goddard Space Flight
Centre in Greenbelt are
calling a new satellite a

game-changer, because it
will give scientists information they can use in
weather forecasting.
This morning, NASA is

UK Government failing to adequately
protect marine life, say wildlife experts
THE UK Government
has been accused of
“dragging its feet” on
protecting the seas, as
it announced fewer
than two dozen potential sites for new conservation areas.
The Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra) has proposed 23 new marine conservation zones in the second stage of creating a network of protected areas in
the seas around England –
down from 37 candidate
sites announced last year.
So far, just 27 marine
conservation zones have
been designated in English waters, although 127
sites were recommended
by regional groups tasked
with drawing up potential
sites to protect ocean species and habitats.
Conservationists warn
the latest set of proposed
conservation zones, which
will now be subject to public consultation, are missing key sites and putting
habitats and wildlife ranging from large seagrass
meadows to the spiny seahorse at risk.
Wildlife experts say a

“truly ecologically coherent network of sites” is
needed to protect marine
wildlife and restore the
seas and fish stocks after
decades of neglect and decline.
Defra said the 23 proposed sites would cover
more than 10 000 sq km
(3 800 sq miles), protecting important seabed habitats and species, and it
hoped to designate them
within a year, with a third
tranche to follow later.
Marine environment minister George Eustice said:
“We’re doing more than
ever to protect our seas,
preserving incredible underwater landscapes and
helping our sea life flourish.
“We’ve already created
27 marine conservation
zones and a quarter of
English inshore waters are
in protected areas.”
But he said: “It is important we secure the future
of our coastal communities
as part of our long-term
economic plan.We want to
support these communities while protecting our
marine life.”
Sites proposed for desig-

Conservationists warn the latest set of proposed marine conservation zones are
missing vital sites, putting habitats and wildlife such as the spiny seahorse at
risk.

nation in the second
tranche of conservation
zones include Allonby Bay
on the Cumbrian Coast,
which has blue mussel
beds and living reefs, and

coast between Bideford
and Foreland, home to
pink sea fans and anemones.
The latest proposals also
include Fulmar, 140 miles

off the Northumberland
coast, protecting sandy
and muddy habitat in the
North Sea which is inhabited by clams, cockles and
the brittlestar.

planning to launch its first
mission to monitor soil
moisture from space. A
state-of-the-art satellite
will give scientists information about the Earth
that will play a vital role in
something that affects us
all – the weather.
“It turns out soil moisture is a critical variable
in weather and climate
forecasting, and the applications of this (satellite)
map are actually very
broad for science and society,” said physical research
scientist Dr. John Bolten,
of NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Centre.
“For example, major
weather extremes and
events like droughts and
flooding – you can monitor
and improve the forecasting of those events by incorporating soil moisture
observations.”
That means the potential to improve forecasts,
as well as the ability to
monitor diseases.
“If you think about the
locations and timing of an
event – for example, where
mosquitos may breed, you
can identify those areas by
looking at areas of higher
soil moisture,” Bolten said.
The Goddard Space
Flight Centre is where a
key component of the
satellite was made. “It
measures the natural microwave emission from the
land surface. It can see
during the daytime. It can
see at night. It can see
through clouds and vegetation and actually peer into
the first inch or two of the
soil’s surface,” Bolten said.
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China’s great
firewall gets taller
CHINA’S government has unveiled a smarter and stricter
Internet filter, riling web users
and widening the divide between China’s Internet and the
World Wide Web.
A recent upgrade to China’s
web filters, commonly referred
to as the Great Firewall, has
made it more difficult to use
services called virtual private
networks to circumvent the
country’s blocks to US services
like Google and Facebook .
Chinese officials confirmed a
crackdown on VPNs this week,
saying that new measures were
needed as the Internet evolved.
In the past week, major VPN
providers such as Astrill have
reported disruptions to their
services.
The move is further indication of China’s desire to create
a parallel Internet environment that it can more easily
control. The web filters serve a
dual purpose of screening out
content critical of the Chinese
government and providing protection for China’s own growing web firms against stronger

overseas rivals.
The upgraded firewall also
comes as Beijing is calling for
US technology companies to
submit to intrusive security inspections, according to US business groups.
This time, China appears to
have made the blocking of VPN
connections more automated
and dynamic, said Liviu, who
runs a VPN service based in
Romania and requested his
surname to be withheld to
avoid reprisal.
Whereas China’s firewall previously blocked connections
known to be VPNs, since late
last year it also appears to automatically find and block connections that it thinks are
likely to be VPNs, he said.
“Now it seems they are doing
it automatically,” he said. “You
can apply some clever rules for
the firewalls that will not trigger blocks.”
The crackdown has complicated life for business people in
China, who rely on global services such as Gmail and Twitter
to communicate with clients

People use computers in an Internet cafe in Beijing. China’s
Communist Party is tightening its grip on the Internet.

and collaborators.
Christopher Dobbing, director of Vogmask China, which
sells pollution masks, said the
disruptions to VPNs have made
it difficult to connect to Gmail,
Facebook and other services
that he uses to correspond with
clients.
“I couldn’t run my business
without it (VPN),” he said. “I
understand the government
needs to protect itself against

risks, but I’m just trying to do
my work.”
Liheng Bai, an independent
college counsellor based in
Shanghai, said the VPN crackdown has also presented challenges to educators and students. Bai says she searches for
information about US colleges
online and helps students log
into admissions portals when
they apply for US colleges – a
slow process without a VPN.

Google to change privacy policy after
investigation by UK data watchdog
SEARCH engine Google has
agreed to better inform
users about how it handles
their personal information
after an investigation by
Britain’s data protection
regulator found its privacy
policy was too vague.
The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) said in a

statement yesterday that it required Google to sign a “formal
undertaking” that it would
make the changes by June 30
and take further steps in the
next two years.
As a result, Google will not
be fined by the United Kingdom
for its actions, in contrast to
France and Spain where regu-

Google’s privacy policy was found to be “too vague”.

lators imposed penalties in addition to asking for changes.
The company welcomed the
regulator’s decision, saying it
had agreed improvements to its
privacy policy.
“We’re pleased that the ICO
has decided to close its investigation,” a Google spokesman
said.

The tussle between Google
and Europe’s data protection
regulators began after the company took a new approach in
March 2012 to consolidate some
70 existing privacy policies into
one.
It also began to pool data collected on individual users
across its services, including
YouTube, Gmail and its social
network Google+, giving users
no way to opt out.
Data protection regulators
from 28 European countries,
known as the Article 29 group,
soon found that the approach
did not comply with EU rules
and gave Google a deadline to
change it or face sanctions.
That touched off a long period
of back and forth between the
company and the various national regulators.
Spain fined Google 900 000
euros (US$1 million) over the
privacy policy, and France
150 000 euros, small penalties
relative to Google’s scale. Its
annual revenue in 2013 was
US$55.52 billion.
Other countries are still
weighing their responses. In
December, Google submitted a
“number of improvements”
aimed at addressing the
European regulators’ concerns,
the Information Commissioner’s Office said.

Apple iTunes
12.1 adds
Notification
Centre
Widget
APPLE has rolled out an update for iTunes, which brings a
Notifications Centre widget in
OS X Yosemite and some other
improvements for the music
software.
The widget lets you see whatever is currently playing on
iTunes or iTunes Radio, as well
as skip ahead, and star specific
tracks to mark them as favourites. In addition, when you’re
listening to iTunes Radio, you’ll
have the option to purchase the
song that’s being played right
from the widget, which should
save you a few clicks if you really like a tune.
But as Tidbits points out,
“clicking the displayed price
button in the Notification
Centre widget automatically
buys the song and downloads it
to your library – you aren’t
brought to an iTunes Store page
to ponder your purchase.” So be
sure you actually want the song
before you click to buy it.
Meanwhile, the update also
includes some bug fixes and performance improvements when
syncing an iPhone, iPad, or iPod
touch to iTunes, though Apple
did not go into detail about what
is better. This is the first major
update to iTunes 12, which was
released alongside OS X
Yosemite this past fall.
Apple has been on a bit of an
update spree this week, releasing OS X Yosemite 10.10.2,
which fixes Wi-Fi and Web
browser issues, and iOS 8.1.3 to
squash a number of bugs. The
iOS update also offers some stability and performance improvements, but reportedly does not
fix the slow Wi-Fi and batterydrain issues that have been
plaguing
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY
ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You come to the
mysterious door and turn the key in the lock, and to
your utter delight, you see... Your answer to the
question points to the direction of your happiness.
How can you get there faster?
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Your early memories
of faith or religion will have a bearing on your thought
process today. Recognise that you are still being
influenced by someone else’s moral code even though
you don’t completely share it.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Because of the way
our minds work, whatever the endeavour, the first
time is usually the most memorable one. It’s time for
another first in your life. Make it happen.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You desire to grow
your brain, yet there is a point at which reading too
many unfamiliar concepts, words and styles makes
you numb, immune to learning or sleepy. Take it in
small bites.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - There’s a subject that keeps
revisiting your mind several times a day, and this is
likely to continue until it’s resolved. As much as you
dislike confrontation, this is probably not going to
happen without one.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Sitting quietly and
waiting for inspiration won’t work. The muses are
likelier to visit you while you’re walking, cooking,
showering or driving. One good idea could change
your life.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - You’ll practice the kind
of skill that is pretty easy to pick up initially but takes
years to perfect. Keep at it. The mastery of common
things can be uncommon indeed.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - It’s not about what
actually happened; it’s about the context, mood and
feeling – the incalculable data – that have to line up
with the actual events for the situation to work.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Do you have
the manpower, tools and resources necessary to
complete a job? It doesn’t matter. You’ll cross the
finish line because of your sheer determination.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Maybe you’re not
exactly in a state of harmony today, but you will be
in the near future. Trust that, and build your resources
for the later date when you’ll need them.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Some social
scientists have concluded that brainstorming in
groups actually impedes innovation. Whether or not
that’s true, the groupthink will annoy you now, and
you’ll be brilliant on your own.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - There’s poetry in
simplicity, though – with the exception of nursery
rhymes, haiku and limericks – it rarely happens in the
reverse. You’ll have an audience for the beautiful
simplicity you concoct today.

CBC TV CHANNEL 8
4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
7:24 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
7:27 THE NATIONAL
ANTHEM
7:29 PROGRAMME
SCHEDULE
7:30 DRUG AWARENESS
DEVOTION
7:35 TALK 2000
8:30 THE WIGGLES
9:30 HOMEWORK
ACTION LINE
10:00 SE HABLA ESPANOL
10:30 SPIDER RIDER
11:00 ZORRO
11:30 A DIFFERENT
WORLD
12:00 WILD TALES
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 HOME SHOPPING
1:00 DOUDOU AND HER
MOTHERS-IN-LAW
2:00 FACE 2 FACE
3:00 BIG HAIL
4:00 ISLAND

NEIGHBOURS
4:30 HOME SHOPPING
5:00 KARRY YUH OWN
KEY
6:00 POPULAR
SCIENCES FUTURE
OF
6:52 DOUBLE DRAW
6:55 PROGRAMME
SCHEDULE
7:00 CBC EVENING
NEWS
7:30 LOVE STORIES
8:00 MEGA SIX
8:02 EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS
8:30 Q TV
9:00 DOUBLE DRAW
9:03 Q TV CONT’D
9:30 ON STAGE
10:30 HAWAII FIVE-O
11:30 MOVIE: HOTEL
RWANDA
1:30 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
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Singer Shakira gives
Rap mogul Suge Knight arrested
for murder in LA after hit-and-run birth to second
LOS ANGELES – Rap
mogul Marion “Suge”
Knight was arrested
on suspicion of murder yesterday after
a man matching his
description ran over
two people with a
pickup truck in a
hit-and-run incident
near Los Angeles,
killing one and injuring the other, police
said.
Knight, the 49-yearold co-founder of Death
Row Records, was
booked at about 3 a.m.
local time (1100 GMT)
and was being held in
lieu of a $2 million bail,
the department said.
The Thursday afternoon incident took place
after a man fitting
Knight’s description
drove up to a burger
shop in Compton, south

of downtown Los
Angeles, and began
arguing with two people
outside, Los Angeles
County Sheriff ’s
Lieutenant John Corina
said.
The driver then
backed into one of the
two, before running
them both over in a red
Ford F-150 Raptor
pickup truck and fleeing, the department said
in a statement.
One of the two struck
died in hospital, the
Sheriff ’s Department
said. The man has been
identified as Terry
Carter, 55, said Los
Angeles County Coroner
spokesman Craig
Harvey.
The condition of the
second person, who was
hospitalised, was not
made public.

Knight arrived at the
sheriff ’s department
West Hollywood station
accompanied by his attorney to take questions
from detectives and was
later arrested on suspicion of murder.
“Knight will not appear in court on Friday,
and the earliest he
could be brought before
a judge would be on
Monday,” said Jane
Robison, a spokeswoman for the Los
Angeles District
Attorney’s Office.
“I feel strongly that
Mr. Knight did not do
anything wrong in this
matter. He was attacked
by a number of individuals, that’s already been
corroborated by certain
witnesses,” Knight’s attorney, James Blatt, told
television station KTLA.

In November, Knight
pleaded not guilty to a
charge stemming from
accusations he stole a
camera from a celebrity
photographer in Beverly
Hills. He was later released on bail.
A few months earlier,
Knight was shot and
wounded inside a West
Hollywood nightclub
along with two others
during a party ahead of
the MTV Video Music
Awards.
Death Row Records
was a leading rap label
in the 1990s, featuring
artists such as Dr. Dre,
Tupac Shakur and
Snoop Dogg.
Knight’s hip-hop empire declined after he
went to prison for a parole violation, Shakur
was shot to death and
Dr. Dre left the label.

A Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputy inspects the scene where a pedestrian was killed in a hit-and-run
crash reportedly involving rap mogul Marion ‘Suge’ Knight, in Compton, California on January 29, 2015.
INSET: Hip-hop mogul Marion ‘Suge’ Knight is shown in this police booking photo provided by the Las Vegas
Metro Police Department (LVMPD) in Las Vegas, Nevada in this file photo taken on October 28, 2014.

child in Barcelona
MADRID – Colombian
pop star Shakira has
given birth in Barcelona
to her second child, a
boy, she said yesterday.
A statement posted on
Shakira’s website said
her son, Sasha, was born
on Thursday night.
“The hospital confirmed that both mother
and child are in excellent health,” the statement said.
The singer and her
boyfriend, Spanish football player Gerard
Pique, had their first
child, a son named
Milan, in 2013.
Shakira, 37, and
Pique, 27, met in 2010,

Michael Jackson’s
family denied
new trial in
negligence case
LOS ANGELES – A
California state appeals
court yesterday denied
Michael Jackson’s family
its latest attempt to reverse a jury’s decision
that cleared concert
promoter AEG Live of
negligence in the singer’s
death.
The three-judge panel
ruled that Jackson’s
mother and children did
not have standing for a
new trial after their attorneys argued last week
that AEG Live was liable
for Jackson’s treatment,
and that jury instructions were confusing and
not wide enough in
scope.
A Los Angeles jury in
2013 cleared privately
held AEG Live, the organiser of Jackson’s
ill-fated 50 “This Is It”

Jay-Z to snap up music streamer Aspiro in $56 million deal
STOCKHOLM – Hiphop star Jay-Z is buying
a Scandinavian music
streaming company for
$56 million to add to a
business empire that has
spanned clothing and
sports bars.
Project Panther Bidco
Ltd., a company controlled by the 45-year-old
rapper, said yesterday it

had agreed to buy
Sweden-listed Aspiro
for 464 million Swedish
crowns ($56 million) in
cash.
Shares in Aspiro,
which runs music
streaming service WiMP,
leapt 59 per cent in early
trading to the bid level of
1.05 crowns per share.
Jay-Z, real name

Shawn Corey Carter, is
one of the world’s bestselling music artists of
all time, having sold
more than 100 million
records. Forbes estimated last year that his
net worth was $520 million.
Married to pop star
Beyonce, Jay-Z has had a
number of business in-

terests, including 40/40
Club sports bars and
Rocawear clothing.
Project Panther said it
had followed the development of Aspiro for
some time, believing it to
be “an innovative highquality company with
strong future growth
potential”.
Norwegian media

but only confirmed that
they were in a relationship in March 2011.
The “Hips Don’t Lie”
singer, one of the bestselling Latin pop idols,
gave birth in Barcelona’s
Teknon clinic, local
media reported earlier.
Pique is a defender for
Spanish La Liga team
FC Barcelona.
As with the birth of
their first child, the
couple recently asked
fans in an online baby
shower to buy gifts such
as fresh water kits and
vaccines to help needy
children. Shakira is a
UNICEF goodwill
ambassador.

house Schibsted, Aspiro’s
main shareholder, said it
had accepted the offer,
while Aspiro’s board said
it was united in recommending the bid, virtually ensuring its success.
Schibsted owns around
75 per cent of Streaming
Media AS, which in turn
owns about 76 per cent
of Aspiro.

comeback concerts in
London, of negligently
hiring cardiologist
Conrad Murray as
Jackson’s personal
physician.
The sensational fivemonth trial offered a
glimpse into Jackson’s
private life and final
days in which Murray
administered surgical
anaesthetic propofol to
the “Thriller” singer as a
sleep aid.
The child star turned
King of Pop, who set the
world dancing but whose
musical genius was overshadowed by a bizarre
lifestyle and sex scandals, died in 2009 at age
50 in Los Angeles from
an overdose of the powerful anaesthetic.
The lawsuit against
AEG Live was filed by
Katherine Jackson, 84,
and the singer’s three
children.
The Los Angeles
Superior Court jury
found that Murray was
sufficiently qualified for
the job he was hired to do
as general practitioner.
Murray was convicted
of involuntary
manslaughter in 2011 for
Jackson’s death and
served half of his 4-year
sentence in a Los
Angeles prison.
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Massage
therapy a pain
DEAR JANE,
I am a senior citizen who
has worked very hard all
my life and has just retired. About two months
ago I went to my first ever
session of massage therapy. I have a bad knee
problem and I my husband
suggested that I go to not
only help my aching knee
but to just have some ‘me’
time and relax. It seemed
like a good idea but now
the issue is that the lovely
lady doing the massage is
quite a talker, and most of
her input is gossip.
She was quite capable,
leaving my knee feeling
much better afterwards

and I don’t want to be rude
but I just want to unwind,
and would rather not talk
about anything, much less
about gossip for the entire
session.
How to can I tell her to
not talk so much?
RUBBED THE
WRONG WAY
RUBBED THE
WRONG WAY,
One of the goals of
massage therapy is usually to detress and and
it does not sound like
you managed to reach
that goal the first time
around. However, the
next time you go to an

appointment and the
therapist starts with
her gossip, I would advise you to say the following: ‘ I don’t mean to
be rude, but I just want
to enjoy the soft music
(if music is being
played) or the silence. I
don’t feel as relaxed
when there is a lot of
conversation’
If she is a true professional that should fix
the problem. The only
time she should be

checking in then is to
ask you about the pressure, encouraging you
to breath deeply, and assuring your comfort. If
she does continue ‘rubbing you the wrong
way’, you would then
need to find another
therapist who is less
verbal.
I hope you continue
to note improvements
with your knee problem.
JANE

Need Advice?

Bridge

Write to Ask Jane
c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.
Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:
askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTS

Top class field for Coolmore ‘Home of
Champions’ stakes
THE feature race on
the Barbados Turf
Club’s nine race card
tomorrow, at the
Garrison Savannah, is
race
eight,
the
Coolmore “Home of
Champions” Stakes &
Trophy for 3-year-olds
and older, rated 140
and below, going 1800
metres.
The ones to follow could
be Just A Fashion,
Giovedi and Sirius Black,
with Marcus Antonius
being a danger.
Luckyluckyme and
Inwon, could be the ones
fighting out the finish in
the day’s opener.
Run For Your Money,
looks like the one to beat
in race two. The unbeaten
Kariba Rose, returns to
racing after a nine month
break, and could make
herself felt.
Race three could see,
Captain Sully, Stratfords
Lad and Cavanak battling to the wire.
In race four, Bandit and
Naivasha could finish
one-two.
St. Nicholas looks like
the one to beat in race
five. First time starter,
Checkpoint Charlie could
be a danger here.
In Race six, Alina was a
good winner last time out,
and could be the one to
beat again. Jamaica
Moon, is in good form,
while Chachapoya and
Anskar, can’t be discounted.
Something Happenin,
Koh-I-Nor, Wingman and
Verden could be in the superfecta combination in
race seven.
The final race could see,

THE COOLMORE “HOME OF CHAMPIONS” RACEDAY
Featuring
THE COOLMORE “HOME OF CHAMPIONS” STAKES & TROPHY (GR.1.-BAR)
Final Program for Day 3 - Saturday,
January 31, 2015
Forecast: 1.2.3.4.5.6.7.8.9. *Trifecta:
1.2.3.4.5.6.7.8.9. *Superfecta: 6.7. *Hi-5: 9.
*Pick 4: 5.6.7.9.
Race 1 [1:00PM]
Purse:$15,000
1570M (Turf)
THE CAMELOT (CONDITION RACE)
3-YEAR-OLDS
1 Snow Storm(USA) (T) R Latchman 116
2 Empress Isabella(USA) (P) A Trotman 117
3 Luckyluckyme(USA) R Walcott 124
4 Inwon(USA) (ND) K Carter 122
5 Lucky Adventure(USA) K John 118
6 Storm Cat Glory(USA) (BT) R Hughes (5)
112
7 Midnight Run D Dalrymple (5) 110
8 Just Cool Man(CAN) D Bynoe 111
Race 2 [1:30PM]
Purse:$14,000
1100M (Turf)
THE AUSTRALIA (HANDICAP)
3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER RATED 85 - 65
(ALSO OPEN TO HORSES 3-YEARS AND OLDER
RATED 64 AND BELOW)
1 Run Alke Run(USA) (B) J Beckles (7) 130
2 Kariba Rose R Walcott 110
3 Run For Your Money (T) R Hughes (5) 118
4 The Price is Right (B) R Latchman 119
5 Chimichurri A Trotman 114
6 Lune De Barachois (BND) A Whitehall 128
7 Boo Scratched 110
Race 3 [2:00PM]
Purse:$13,000
1570M (Turf)
THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR (HANDICAP)

Watery Moon, Belly
Dancer, Copy Cat and
Royal Spirit, in the frame
at the end of the race.
Post time for the first race
is 1:00 p.m. (CH)

Barbados still
undefeated
BARBADOS took an
unassailable led against
the visiting USA Villages
team when they won the
second game of the tree
game series 6 1/2 - 3.
Playing at the Holders
Polo Estate on Thursday.
Barbados fielded a new
look team of Luis cleric,
Adam Deane, Richard
Deane and Roddy Davis.
Playing
for
the

Villages were Chip
Campbell, Paige Boone,
Jim Parr and Jason
Cheshin.
This victory comes on
the back of the host convincing victory in the
opening match. The final
is slated for the same
venue tomorrow.
In the opening match
Unna carried off the victory over ICBL.

3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER RATED 65 - 47
(ALSO OPEN TO HORSES 3-YEARS AND OLDER
RATED 46 AND BELOW)
1 Wild Orchid R Walcott 110
2 Stratfords Lad R Hughes (5) 128
3 Local Speed A Perch (3) 125
4 Zouk’s Girl D Bynoe 124
5 Cavanak (T) R Latchman 128
6 Margarita (B) A Trotman 112
7 Conway (T) J Beckles (7) 117
8 Captain Sully (VT) J Samuel 122
Race 4 [2:30PM]
Purse:$12,000
1570M (Turf)
THE GALILEO (CONDITION RACE) (DIV-A)
WEST INDIAN BRED 3-YEAR-OLD MAIDENS
1 Buhatti (VT) J Beckles (7) 118
2 Naivasha A Trotman 113
3 Admiral Quill (B) A Whitehall 118
4 Tachyon (T) R Hughes (5) 123
5 Super Heights (BT) D Bynoe 123
6 My Man Gone West R Latchman 123
7 Nowyouno N Austin (7) 113
8 Mira’s Image K Carter 113
9 Bandit (T) A Bishop 123
10 Mousetrap J Samuel 118
Race 5 [3:00PM]
Purse:$12,000
1570M (Turf)
THE GALILEO (CONDITION RACE) (DIV-B)
WEST INDIAN BRED 3-YEAR-OLD MAIDENS
1 Treasure (T) A Bishop 113
2 Danny Boy (B) K Carter 118
3 Lady Dancer (T) J Beckles (7) 118
4 Island Woman (T) R Hughes (5 118
5 St. Nicholas A Perch (3) 123
6 Justsouno D Dalrymple (5) 118
7 High Noon J Samuel 118
8 South Pacific Scratched 118
9 Prince of Thunder R Latchman 118
10 Checkpoint Charlie (B) A Trotman 118

Race 6 [3:35PM]
Purse:$12,000
1100M (Turf)
THE HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR (HANDICAP)
3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER RATED 45 - 25
(ALSO OPEN TO HORSES 3-YEARS AND OLDER
RATED 24 AND BELOW)
1 Anya Rose J Leacock 121
2 Jamaica Moon J Samuel 129
3 Dancinwiththestars D Dalrymple (5) 128
4 Alina J Beckles (7) 124
5 Apparition (B) K John 126
6 Double Noble A Clarke Jnr (7) 130
7 Late Bid(USA)(Res 1 ) 120
8 Anshar (B) R Hughes (5) 130
9 Alice A Bishop 125
10 She’s Even Blue(USA) (P) A Trotman 126
11 Chachapoya (B) R Latchman 129
12 Zaltarr N Prescod (7) 125
13 Katara (VTND) A Whitehall 125
Race 7 [4:10PM]
Purse:$12,000
1800M (Turf)
THE MASTERCRAFTSMAN (HANDICAP)
3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER RATED 45 - 27
(ALSO OPEN TO HORSES 3-YEARS AND OLDER
RATED 26 AND BELOW)
1 Koh-I-Noor (BT) A Perch (3) 126
2 Verden (T) R Hughes (5) 120
3 Apollo (B) A Bishop 128
4 Desert Man(USA) (B) D Dalrymple (5) 113
5 Rahy’s Promise K. John 119
6 Coral Lady (B) D Bynoe 117
7 Tigra Scratched 128
8 Ucantmeanme (TND) R Latchman 118
9 Devil’s Khandy (T) A Whitehall 121
10 Something Happenin J Beckles (7) 122
11 Wingman (BT) J Leacock 127
12 Decisive David(USA) Scratched 125
13 Watery Moon Scratched 112
14 Pegasus Scratched 127
Race 8 [4:40PM]

Purse:$30,000
1800M (Turf)
NO APPRENTICE ALLOWANCE
THE COOLMORE “HOME OF CHAMPIONS”
STAKES AND TROPHY (GR.1. - BAR)
3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER 140 - 122 (WFA)
(ALSO OPEN TO HORSES 3-YEARS AND OLDER
RATED 121 AND BELOW)
1 Sirius Black (ND) R Walcott 129
2 Daga(USA) (T) D Bynoe 124
3 Island Memories (T) R. Hughes 129
4 Daunting David K John 125
5 Sarava Point(USA) (BT) A Whitehall 125
6 Marcus Antonius(USA) A Trotman 125
7 Jakesam(USA) A Bishop 129
8 Giovedi(USA) (T) R Latchman 129
9 Aristodemus(USA) J Leacock 129
10 Just A Fashion(USA) J Samuel 125
Race 9 [5:15PM]
Purse:$10,000
1570M (Turf)
THE EXCELEBRATION (HANDICAP)
3-YEAR-OLDS AND OLDER RATED 30 - 15
1 Iguazu(Res 8) 114
2 Copy Cat J Samuel 122
3 Steppin Razor(Res 2) 119
4 Caillou (T) J Leacock 128
5 Pun D Line(Res 5) 114
6 Just Dreaming(Res 3) 119
7 Eric Ashby(Res 1) 116
8 Brett(Res 7) 114
9 Treasure Island (B) A Trotman 119
10 Just Jiving(USA) R Latchman 114
11 Western Wild Cat (B) A Perch (3) 117
12 PeacefulRes 4) (T) 115
13 Ben Ten(Res 6) 114
14 Blissful (T) A Bishop 124
15 Royal Spirit(USA) (B) J Beckles (7) 125
16 Cassanova A Clarke Jnr (7) 127
17 Furious (T) R Hughes (5) 118
18 La Boheme (BT) D. Bynoe 115
19 Watery Moon D Dalrymple (5) 124
20 Belly Dancer (VT) A Whitehall 125

Sagicor cricket umpires awards
CRICKET umpires in
Barbados will award and
reward their own on
Saturday night during
their annual dinner and
awards ceremony at the
Cricket Legends pavilion
in Fontabelle.
President
of
the
Barbados Cricket Umpires
Association (BCUA),
Gregory Brathwaite, a
member of the ICC international panel of umpires,
said the awards ceremony
will be a celebration event
which will recognise those
who performed well over
the past year.
The event will also highlight
outstanding
Barbadian umpires who
excelled in BCUA and

West Indies Cricket
Umpires Association
exams in 2014.
Former test batsman
Roland Butcher, the first
black cricketer to play test
cricket for England, will
deliver the feature address
at the event which starts
at 7:00pm.
Tonight’s recognition
ceremony is being supported by Sagicor General
Insurance , a long-standing partner of the BCUA,
and yesterday Brathwaite
and BCUA vice-president
Patrick Grazette formally
accepted the sponsorship
support for the event during a visit to the company’s
Haggat Hall offices.
Roger Spencer, Sagicor

Gregory Brathwaite (centre) accepted the sponsorship support from Roger Spencer, Assistant VP of
Marketing at Sagicor General. At right is BCUA vicepresident Patrick Grazette.

General’s Assistant VP for
Marketing, praised the
umpires for their good
work and wished the
BCUA well in all endeav-

ours in 2015 and said his
company was happy to
continue to support the
umpires and the sport of
cricket.
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Springer/QC
to clash in
basketball
finals
THE championship
trophy for the 20142015 National Sports
Council/Wibisco Girls
Basketball
Competition will be
going
to
either
Husbands
or
Government Hill. That
is because Queen’s
College and Springer
Memorial have both
secured berths in the
final after tough battles in the penultimate
round of the tournament.
Playing at the Wildey
Gymnasium on Thursday
evening, the QC girls
were the first to ease their
way into Tuesday’s final
after edging out Graydon
Sealy in a thriller.
Trailing all the way
through the exchange, the
Husbands girls made
their turnaround in the
fourth to come away with
a four-point win at 48-44.
Graydon Sealy held
sway, albeit narrowly, at
7-6, 19-16 and 33-32, compliments of a game-high
24 from Latifah Wood.
Along with 12 from their
powerful centre, Shonica
Wharton, the formerGarrison girls managed

to stay one step ahead of
their opponents. For QC,
Niara Forde led the
charge with 18, while
Ashley Marshall pitched
in with 12 to help push
them past the Paddock
Road girls.
The other semifinal saw
Springer knocking down
Combermere by 18 points.
Leading whistle-to-whistle in the affair, Springer
leaned heavily on the efforts of Renee Burke (17),
Shakelia Smith (10) and
Kylia Smith (12). Taking
the game at 59-41,
Springer led the quarters
18-9, 30-23 and 45-34.
Despite valiant efforts in
the Combermere camp,
especially with 12 each
from Jamie Lashley and
Tatyana Walrond, the
Waterford girls bowed out
of the competition, but not
without a fight.
Queen’s College are
now to face Springer in
the final this coming
Tuesday at the gymnasium. It only remains to
be seen how the chips will
fall in this exchange as
Springer only narrowly
beat QC (35-31) when the
two met up in the league.
(MP)

Top players battle in first qualifier

2015 Barbados national chess
championships
AFTER 3 rounds of the
first qualifier for the 2015
Barbados national chess
championship two players sit atop of the table.
These are International
master Delilse Warner
and Kemp Lynch. Both
players have racked up
three wins to keep perfect
scores so far.
In the last round played
Wednesday at the
Bridgetown Chess Center,
Warner won comfortably
against Allan Herbert
while Lynch with the
black pieces impressively
downed Niccolo Walrond
of Queens College.
Sitting in second on two
points are Herbert, along
with FIDE master
Martyn Del Castilho and
Lodge school student

Bryan Prescod. In the
round, Del Castilho
proved too much for Mark
Lowe and Prescod defeated the wily veteran
Othneil Harewood. Other
results
saw
Nitin
Mathani of Harrison
College upset the higher
rated Justin Parsons of
Lodge, veteran Anthony
Earlam won from Tyrell
Alleyne and Emerald
Medford won by default
from Stefon Burgess.
In the next round to be
played today, the featured
game will see a clash between the two leaders
Warner and Lynch. The
pundits would suggest
Warner is the clear favorite, but Lynch would
be trying to spring a momentous upset.

CPL displays renewed
confidence in St. Kitts-Nevis
THE awarding of a
Caribbean
Premier
League (CPL) T20 franchise to St. Kitts and
Nevis is a clear sign of
confidence by the organisers in the ability of the
local government and
sporting fraternity to host
world class events.
That was the message
of Senior Sports Officer
Vernon Springer as he reflected on the recent announcements by CPL
management to have a
franchise based in the
twin-island Federation as
well as the agreement to
host six neutral CPL
matches at the Warner
Park Cricket Stadium.
This is in addition to the
four matches for the home

team and the charity
match which features the
Prime Minister’s XI versus the Sir Ian Botham’s
XI.
Springer stated that the
monies spent by the government over the past two
decades to upgrade key
infrastructure such as
roads, utilities, communications and health system
coupled with the modern
sporting facilities that
were constructed make
St. Kitts and Nevis an attractive venue for international sporting and entertainment occasions.
Minister of Sports the
Honourable Glenn Phillip
was quoted in a press release as saying “CPL delivers huge benefits to the

Federation with US$26
million injected into the
economy during last
year’s hosting of CPL ...”
He added that “we see the
hosting of the neutral
games, alongside having
our new team, as a massive opportunity for St.
Kitts and Nevis, and we
are delighted to be welcoming all of the CPL
teams to the Warner Park
Stadium once again.”
The matches are expected to take place over a
nineteen day period from
late June to mid-July. The
exact dates will be announced shortly. It was
also disclosed that the
franchise will be an existing one that will be relocating its home base.

Locals will have the opportunity to participate in
selecting the team’s name
in an interactive format
yet to be revealed.
The government also
secured a commitment
from CPL management to
lend support to the
Regional Under 13
Cricket tournament
which has been organised
by local authorities for
more than 15 years, producing players such as
Keiran Powell and Kraigg
Brathwaite who have
made it to play on the
West Indies Senior Men’s
Team.
The draft for the 3rd
edition of the 2015
CPLT20 tournament will
be held on February 05.

International master Delilse Warner deep in concentration

Windies arrive
for world cup
campaign
SYDNEY, Australia – A
weary but upbeat West
Indies side arrived here
Friday to begin preparation for the 2015 Cricket
World Cup.
They arrived to a warm
reception from fans and
well-wishers, following a
12-hour flight from South
Africa, and are expected
to get right down to
preparation ahead of the
February 14th start of the
tournament.
The team will spent
eight days in the glitzy
east coast city prior to the
start of the World Cup,
and will focus on specific
skills of death bowling,
power play bowling and
batting, and fielding.
They will utilise local
club facilities.
Off the field, West
Indies are expected to
meet with a few members
of West Indian community in the Sydney area.
The Caribbean side
enter the World Cup on

the heels of a solid 4-1
drubbing in the fivematch one-day series
against South Africa
which finished earlier
this week.
In Wednesday’s final
game, they went down by
131 runs, a result that
summed up the tone of
the entire series.
They face old rivals
England in their first
warm-up game at the
Sydney Cricket Ground
on February 9th before
taking on Scotland at the
same venue two days
later.
West Indies will then
fly to New Zealand for
their first game of the
World Cup, taking on
Ireland at Saxton Oval in
Nelson.
They have been installed in Group B of the
competition alongside the
likes
of
Pakistan,
Zimbabwe, South Africa,
India and United Arab
Emirates.
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Warriors leave the
rest seeing RED
GOLD House were denied
back-to-back titles when the
Hindsbury Primary athletic
championships came to an
end yesterday. Taking place at
Queen’s Park, Red House
Warriors blasted their way to
the front of the all-girls institution to finish with a hefty
79.5 points on their closest
competitors.
A whopping 722 propelled Red
into winner’s row and two of their
biggest contributors turned out to
be Ranesha and Rishanna Smith.
The Under-13 athletes turned in
commendable performances all
day long, causing problems for
their opponents at every turn.
Ranesha was home first ahead of
Blue’s Nadia Wiltshire and Gold’s
Tatiana Layne in the Open 600
Metre (M) She also finished not too
far behind Joyy Ellis of Blue House
in the Under-13 400 M. Rishanna
seems to be the speedier of the

twins and brought home Silver in
the Under-13 100 M fractions of a
second
behind
Gabriella
Armstrong of Gold House. She also
finished second to Ellis in the 200
M.
Green House was next in line
with 642.5 points and their
strongest athlete was Nickasie
Chapman. She put down wins in
the Under-9 80 M and 100 M. Also,
a third-place finish in the 150 M
did not hurt her medal haul.
Under-11’s Carris Boyce was also
good for the Green Giants as she
the 100 M and 200 M.
Last year’s winners ended with
602.5 thanks to Armstrong and
Layne chipping in with their
points. In addition to her thirdplace finish in the Open 600, Layne
also won the 400 M. Blue House,
despite Ellis’ sterling performance,
came out at the bottom with 594.
Wiltshire also had another Silver
in the 400 M. (MP)
Joyy Ellis of Blue Hse winning the U-13 Girls 200

Rheshanna Chase of Green Hse at the start of the U-9 Girls 4x100
(Won by Kenisha Taylor of Gold Hse)

Carris Boyce of Green Hse winning the U-11 Girls 200

Kenisha Taylor of Gold Hse winning the U-9 Girls 4x100
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Barbados to host region’s best young jumpers
BARBADOS will be hoping for a
strong start to the series when they
host the first leg of the Caribbean
Equestrian Association’s (CEA)
Junior Jumping Competition.
Set for Big C Stables in Frere Pilgrim,
Christ Church next weekend, two of
Barbados’ best young jumpers will be
taking on the best from Jamaica,Trinidad
and Tobago and Cayman Islands.
During a media conference yesterday
at the venue, National Coach Di Clarke
explained that the CEA was founded in
1997 and came out of a necessity. Noting
that originally Barbados, Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago and Antigua were
members before Antigua was replaced by
Cayman Islands and Bermuda, Clarke
said that the association and its
competitions had grown from strength to
strength over the years. “Basically, we
wanted our kids to get exposure going
from island to island doing a competition,
because in those days it was very
expensive to go to places like Wellington,
Florida. So it was a good way to integrate
and start them off. It was very successful
and we basically grew and grew,” Clarke
said.
Since being picked up by the
international governing body, the
International Equestrian Federation
(FEI), the CEA competitions have served
as stepping stones to bigger competitions.
And President of the Barbados Equestrian
Association (BEA) Monique Archer
explained that the Caribbean series
provided the best environment for the

National Coach Di Clarke (right) explaining the finer points of the course at Big C Stables to BEA President Monique Archer
(centre) and sponsor representatives from Archer’s Hall and Lynch’s Insurance Brokers.

young riders to learn. “It has been a great
platform.The ultimate goal for our kids is
the Youth Olympic Games and this is the
perfect platform to prepare them. At the
Youth Olympics, while it would be lovely
to take your nice horse that you know, it
is not possible. So the host country
provides all the horses and these kids have
to get up on a horse they have never
ridden before, just as they do in this
competition,” she said.

Archer also highlighted the importance
of the competition to the growth of the
Caribbean and local federations. “It is a
very important competition. We also feel
that it gives the kids a chance to interact
and make friendships that last a lifetime.
It keeps a network as well between the
various coaches in the islands and keeps
an exchange going on [with] who has what
techniques working, and we will share
those resources.That network covers a lot

of bases so this is a critical competition for
our children and for keeping the sport
growing in the island,” she said.
Next Saturday and Sunday, February
7th and 8th, Team Barbados, which
consists of Indy Jones and Georgia Porter
will be taking on Ashley van del Bol and
Isabelle Smith of Cayman Islands,
Jordanne Browne and Hadley Rahael of
Trinidad and Tobago, and Anni Stewart
and Hannah DeLeon of Jamaica. (MP)

Masters cricket tournament continues today
DEFENDING champions Wildey will
face their sternest test today when they
take on Lords in the fourth round of the
G4S Masters Cricket Tournament.
That Zone ‘D’ top of the table clash
will be played at the Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic Ground in Wildey
and the winner will leave the ground
with bragging rights. Both teams are
unbeaten on 12 points and are both
coming off of big wins in the third
round.
Last weekend, Lords defeated Massy
Stores Spartan by 72 runs while Wildey
recorded a four run win over ICBL

Empire.
Meanwhile Spartan and Wibix will
duel it out in Queen’s Park. Both teams
are currently winless and will be going
hard in search of that elusive victory.
LIME will travel to St. Lucy to take
on North Stars. LIME is currently at
the top of Zone ‘B’ with the maximum
12 points while North Stars sits in
fourth place on six points.
The current points standings and the
fixtures for tomorrow’s matches are as
follows. (PG)
Standings (After Series 3)

ZONE A : Rockville 12, Wotton 8,
Dover 8, Melrose 6, St. Joseph Cultural
6, St. Catherine 4, Bristol 0 (2), St. John
Baptist 0 (2).
NB: Bristol v St. John Baptist, Series
1 match; A decision to be made by the
Organising Committee.
ZONE B: LIME 12, Isolation
Cavaliers 8, BDF 8, North Stars 6,
Wanderers 6, BRC 6, Carlton 2, BCL 0.
ZONE C: Pickwick 12, Maxwell 8,
Windward 8, King’s Park 4, Central 4
(2), Police 0 (2), Benfica 0 (2).
ZONE D: Lords 12, Wildey 12, UWI 8,
Empire 0 (2), Spartan 0, Wibix 0 (2).

Series 4 (Home teams
mentioned first)
January 31:
ZONE A: Dover v Bristol, St.
Catherine v St. John Baptist, Rockville
v Melrose, Wotton v St. Joseph
Cultural.
ZONE B: BRC v Carlton, Isolation
Cavaliers v Wanderers, BCL v BDF,
North Stars v LIME.
ZONE C: Benfica v Windward,
Maxwell v Police, Central v Pickwick,
BYE: King’s Park.
ZONE D: Spartan v Wibix, UWI v
Empire, Lords v Wildey.

Pay the athletes in cash, not just in awards
By Petra Gooding

A FORMER Cabinet member has made
a call for sportspersons to receive not
just medals but some sort of financial
reward when competing in local events.
This is from former Minister of Sports
Joseph ‘Johnny’ Tudor who noted that
it was high time that our outstanding
athletes receive money in return for
their performances. Tudor, now the
Head Sales for BMW Barbados, made
the call at the press launch for today’s
Joseph Payne Memorial Classic which
was held on Thursday at the MQI
Showroom in Wildey.
It was mentioned at the press launch
that the classic would see the highest
number of athletes participating for the
season. Tudor noted that if there was

some form of monetary reward for the
performances then there would be a
sharp increase, in not only the
participants but, in the level of the
performances recorded.
“Being involved in athletics is very
expensive and it is not much of an
incentive just to give somebody a
medal. When you are preparing for that
event there is a financial cost. I used to
be the Minister of Sport in Barbados,
and I always felt that there should be
a monetary incentive given to athletes
so that they can compete. I will
guarantee that if this event had prizes,
that would have rewarded the
winners,” said Tudor.
The former MP pointed out that in
many other countries athletes are given
monetary incentives and are paid to

develop. He believes that this is a
practice that needs to be adopted in
Barbados if we are to have more
athletes excelling on the world stage.
“In Barbados the practice has been
that we use raw talent based on not a
proper presentation. I am not blaming
the clubs because the clubs are
participating on popcorn finances. You
cannot develop athletes properly unless
you give them an incentive. We have got
to move to that stage. I respect that
you would give them a medal and so
forth but in the modern world, even if
you are proud to display that medal, it
takes a lot of money [and] a lot finances
to get that medal,” said Tudor.
He noted that MQI is already making
significant strides towards helping to
change the status quo. They have

already started with the Joseph Payne
Memorial Classic, a meet it was been
the main sponsor for since 2009 and
called on corporate Barbados to lend a
hand. He noted that years ago Banks
Breweries played a significant role in
the development of Obadele Thompson
and the result was an Olympic medal
for Barbados.
“They should see the benefits of these
events and participate in a meaningful
way so that if the athletes are sure that
if they participate in an event like the
Joseph Payne Memorial Classic they
will receive the same type of assistance
that Obadele received, we would have
more athletes participating,” said
Tudor.
The Joseph Payne Memorial Classic
is slated to begin today at 12 noon.
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Djokovic beats Wawrinka, into fifth Australian final
NOVAK Djokovic once
again stood tall at the
Australian Open as he
reached his fourth
final in the past five
years with another
five-set victory over
Stan Wawrinka, the
man who dumped him
out of Melbourne Park
last year.
Djokovic, bidding to
become the first man to
win five Australian Open
titles since the game went
professional in 1968, ran
hot and cold but seized
the points that mattered
yesterday to beat the
defending champion 76(1) 3-6 6-4 4-6 6-0.
“As it was the case in
the last two years we
played five sets and I was
ready for the battle,”
Djokovic said in a
courtside interview. “We
pushed each other to the
limit.”
“Stan is a quality
player. I made my life
very complicated on the
court.”

Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates after defeating Stan Wawrinka of
Switzerland in their men’s singles semi-final match at the Australian Open 2015
tennis tournament in Melbourne January 30, 2015.

England growing
in confidence for
World Cup
CAPTAIN Eoin Morgan
says England are growing
in confidence before the
World Cup, having
reached the final of the triseries tournament in
Australia.
England beat India by
three wickets in Perth
yesterday to set up a
decider against Australia
on Sunday.
“We had a bad run
before this tour but now
we’re winning games.
Winning on Sunday would
be huge,” said Morgan.
“We made things very
hard for ourselves, which
we tend to do. But the guys
were ruthless in the end.”
Having lost twice to the
hosts and beaten India,
England needed to win at
the Waca to reach the
final.
England dismissed the
defending
world
champions for 200, with
Steven Finn taking 3-36
from ten overs and James
Anderson a miserly 1-24
from nine.
They collapsed to 66-5
in reply, before James
Taylor (82) and Jos Buttler
(67) put on 125 for the
sixth wicket to rescue
their team.

Victory was England’s
seventh in their past 20
one-day internationals.
“The bowing as a whole
was really good,” Morgan
told Test Match Special.
“We took advantage of the
extra bit of bounce and the
uneven
conditions,
bowling a lot of cross-seam
balls. In the past we
haven’t adapted that well,
so that’s a big positive.”
“The stumble at the
start of our batting was a
problem but the fact the
guys [Taylor and Buttler]
were ruthless in chasing
down the target was
huge.”
“In the past we’ve
stumbled over the line but
James and Jos were
exceptional.”
Morgan denied Ravi
Bopara was under
pressure, despite the
Essex all-rounder not
bowling against India and
throwing his wicket away
having scored only four.
“Ravi’s one of our senior
players and a guy who
we’ve identified as a
match-winner,” said
Morgan. “He’ll be a big
part of our success over
the next couple of
months.”

The Serb world number
one’s life will not get any
easier on Sunday when
he faces old friend Andy
Murray, with the Briton
looking to win his first
Melbourne Park title in
his fourth final.
“Andy and I go back to
when we were 12 years
old, that’s when we first
played each other,”

Djokovic added. “We’ve
known each other a long
time, it’s nice to play
another grand slam final
against him.”
No tomorrow
Wawrinka
had
steadfastly refused to be
drawn into comparisons
to his grand slam tilt last
year by sticking to a

mantra, ‘this is a new
year, nothing in the past
counts for today or
tomorrow’.
Aware the result of
yesterday’s match could
mean there was no
tomorrow this year at
Melbourne Park, on his
march to Rod Laver
Arena his eyes searched
for the large picture of
himself that is the most
recent in the ‘Walk of
Champions’.
Symbolism, and history,
were not on Wawrinka’s
side.
Djokovic’s picture
occupies all three of the
spots before his and the
Swiss had won just three
of their 19 previous
encounters. The past two
at Melbourne Park,
however, had been
modern day epics.
Both went to five sets
with the winner then
going on to clinch the title
and anticipation had been
high for ‘The Djoker vs
the Man 3.0’.
Yesterday, the standard
of play was not as high as
in the past, indeed
Djokovic was atypically
enigmatic and lacking in
vigour, though there were
flashes of genius, with
both applauding shots
that were simply too good
for their opponent.
Statistically little
separated the pair, but
the points Djokovic won

were more crucial,
especially early in the
fifth set that allowed him
to break twice and race
through the decider.
First-time pairing
Earlier, American
Bethanie Mattek-Sands
won
her
second
Australian Open doubles
title after she and Lucie
Safarova combined to
beat China’s Zheng Jie
and her Taiwanese
partner Chan Yung-jan.
Mattek-Sands won the
mixed doubles title at
Melbourne Park with
Romania’s Horia Tecau in
2012, but it was her first
grand slam women’s
doubles title.
They beat four seeded
pairs on their way to the
final, before they secured
the title with a 6-4 7-6(5)
victory over the 14th
seeds.
The unseeded duo were
playing their first
tournament together and
are the first new pairing
to win the women’s
doubles
title
at
Melbourne Park since
2005, having got together
the day before they
played singles.
“I know some teams
kind of plan for the year a
little bit,” the American
said. “During the offseason it was literally,
‘let’s play Australian
Open’.

Woods plunges into last place
TIGER WOODS plunged
into last place after a
disastrous eight-over-par
44 over his first nine holes
in the second round of the
Waste Management
Phoenix Open yesterday.
Playing in only his
second tournament in five
months after enduring
back problems for much
of last year, the former
world number one posted
three bogeys, a double
bogey and a triple bogey
to make the turn at 44 at
TPC Scottsdale.
Woods, who opened
with a two-over 73, was in
132nd place, 20 shots
behind leading fellow
American Ryan Palmer
midway through the
round.
The 14-times major
winner, who began the
day at the 10th hole,
double-bogeyed the parthree fourth hole after
making the turn before
registering his first birdie
of the day at the fifth.

Tiger Woods hits his drive on the 17th hole during the second round of the Waste
Management Phoenix Open at TPC Scottsdale.
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Four-goal Wolfsburg shock Bayern
BAYERN Munich suffered a first meaningful Bundesliga defeat
in over two years as
they lost to Wolfsburg.
Bayern’s only league
defeats since October
2012 had come after they
wrapped up last season’s
title but they started off
the second half of this
season in unfamiliar
fashion.
Bas Dost opened the
scoring after four minutes and volleyed home
a second in first-half injury-time.
K evin De Bruyne
scored a goal either side
of Juan Bernat’s strike.
The result - Bayern’s
first league defeat since
April - sees secondplaced Wolfsburg close
the gap on leaders
Bayern to eight points.
There was a minute’s
applause before the
game for 20-year-old
Wolfsburg first-team
player Junior Malanda,
who died in a car crash
earlier this month.
And what followed was
a far greater tribute than
anyone could have imagined.
Pep
Guardiola’s
Bayern had only con-

Bas Dost put Wolfsburg on their way with two goals in the first half against Bayern.

ceded four goals in the
first half of the
Bundesliga season, comprising 17 games, but 73
minutes into the second
part of the campaign that
tally had been doubled.
Wolfsburg took the
lead with their first
chance of the game as
they swiftly counter-attacked after Thomas
Muller lost possession
near the box, De Bruyne

Juan Cuadrado:
Chelsea close
to £23.3m deal
for Colombian
CHELSEA are set to complete the £23.3m signing
of Juan Cuadrado,
Fiorentina
coach
Vincenzo Montella has
said.
The Colombia winger,
26, has already agreed
personal terms with the
Premier League leaders
and is expected to have
his medical in London on
Friday.
The fee could rise to
£26.8m - Cuadrado’s release clause.
Mohamed Salah, 22, is
likely to go on loan to
Fiorentina as part of the
deal, with another winger
- Andre Schurrle - in talks
with Wolfsburg.
Montella said: “It was a
sale that had to be done.
“The club has done the
right thing because we
are also getting a very

good player. Naturally, we
need to understand how
long Salah will need to
adapt to our football as it’s
different from the English
and Swiss leagues.
“From a defensive
standpoint, Cuadrado
guarantees us a lot more
than Salah. Cuadrado is a
player that has always arrived with a smile and
given everything to
Fiorentina.
“I am convinced that if
he could have played tomorrow against Genoa he
would have. I’m happy for
him because he is going
to a big club.”
Germany
forward
Schurrle, 24, is almost
certain to leave before
Monday’s transfer deadline. Wolfsburg have
opened discussions on a
potential £22m deal.

laying the ball across to
Dost, who slotted home
in lots of space.
Both sides squandered
chances, before Dost, a
25-year-old uncapped
Dutch striker, hit a wonderful first-time volley

from the edge of the box
as an attempted clearance landed to him.
Wolfsburg started the
second half in similar attacking fashion as Daniel
Caligiuri fired wide, but
they did not have to wait

long for goal number
three.
De Bruyne - starting
his run in his own half latched onto a Max
Arnold through ball, took
a few touches and slotted
past Manuel Neuer from

the edge of the box.
Seconds later a comeback looked a possibility
when Naldo miscontrolled the ball to Bernat,
who scored into an empty
net.
But the expected onslaught never materialised and Wolfsburg’s
Dost, Arnold and Luiz
Gustavo all missed
chances for a fourth before De Bruyne killed the
match off.
Arnold again played a
ball from his own half for
the former Chelsea attacking midfielder, who
wrong-footed defender
Dante before smashing
the ball past Neuer into
the roof of the net.
Things look poised to
get even better for
Wolfsburg, who are suddenly back in with an
outside shot of the title,
with Germany World
Cup winner Andre
Schurrle expected to join
from Chelsea in a £22m
deal before transfer
deadline day.

Sepp Blatter: FIFA president
tips Australian World Cup
FIFA president Sepp
Blatter has opened his reelection campaign by saying Australia deserves to
host a World Cup, while
rival candidates Luis Figo
and Prince Ali Bin Al
Hussein say they have the
five necessary nominations to run.
Blatter, Prince Ali, Figo
and Michael van Praag
have all gained backing
from five or more football
associations in the bid to
be president until 2019.

Swiss Blatter, FIFA’s
president since 1998, said:
“It would be more than deserved if Australia were to
stage the World Cup at
some point.”
One of 39-year-old
Jordan FA president
Prince Ali’s nominations
was from England’s
Football Association.
He released a statement
saying: “Prince Ali’s vision
for reform addresses three
primary goals: restoring
FIFA’s credibility; serving

football, protecting the
game and neutralising
threats; and developing
the game globally.”
Former Portugal and
Real Madrid midfielder
Luis Figo, 42, tweeted: “I
am very happy to confirm
my six nominations were
delivered to FIFA this
week ahead of the deadline.
“I’d like to thank my colleagues and friends from
the nominating FAs and
across the football family

who have already given
me their backing.”
Dutch FA president Van
Praag, 67, is a former
chairman of Ajax and a
member of Uefa’s executive committee.
Of the other known candidates,
Frenchmen
Jerome Champagne and
David Ginola, the former
is not thought to have received enough nominations yet, with the latter
withdrawing from the
race on Friday.

David Ginola: Ex-Spurs midfielder
out of FIFA presidential race
DAVID Ginola has confirmed he will not stand
against Sepp Blatter in
May’s FIFA presidential
election.
The ex-Newcastle and
Spurs midfielder failed to
secure the backing of five
football associations, a requirement for standing in
the election to head football’s world governing
body.
“Unfortunately I will
not be able to continue
with my FIFA presiden-

tial candidacy,” 47-yearold Ginola said.
Current president
Blatter, 78, is bidding for
a fifth term in office.
Dutch football chief
Michael van Praag and
former world player of the
year and Barcelona
winger Luis Figo have already named their five
backers.
The
Football
Association has declared
its support for Asian federation member Prince

Ali Bin Al Hussein.
Prince Ali has said he
has the required support
for the vote on 29 May.
In order to stand for
election, candidates must
have also played an active role in football administration in two of the
past five years.
Ginola’s campaign received £250,000 backing
from a leading bookmaker.
Among his ideas were
for the men’s and

women’s World Cups to be
played at the same time.
“Today I have mixed
emotions,” said Ginola.
“There is disappointment,
anger but there is also
hope. I’m very proud of
my campaign and the
policies I proposed to reform football.
“If in the coming
months and years even
one of my ideas is discussed at the highest
level then this will be a
victory."
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Rory McIlroy leads
Dubai Desert Classic
after sublime 64
WORLD number one
Rory McIlroy fired a
sublime eight-under 64
to move to the top of
the leaderboard at the
halfway stage of the
Dubai Desert Classic.
McIlroy carded eight
birdies and missed several other chances as he
took a one-shot lead over
Scotland’s Marc Warren.
Warren led for much of
the day after his 65 left
him on 13 under but
McIlroy finished with
three straight birdies.
Graeme McDowell and
England’s Seve Benson
share third on 12 under
with Lee Westwood
among a group on 11
under.
McDowell matched

Warren’s 65 with Benson
carding a second successive 66 but the dominant
feature on another glorious day of sunshine was
McIlroy’s magnificent
ball-striking.
The
25-year-old
Northern
Irishman
reached the green with
his drive on the 351-yard
par-four second and
picked up five shots in his
opening 11 holes to move
to 11 under.
His momentum was
then halted as he missed
three successive short
birdie-putts from the 12th
but his mini-wobble was
emphatically ended by
three closing birdies,
which included an 18-foot
effort at the last.

“I felt like I played very
nicely. Couldn’t ask for
much more; bogey-free,
made birdies, and set myself up for a good run over
the next couple of days,”
said McIlroy of his round
at the Emirates Club,
where he recorded his
first victory as a professional in 2009.
McIlroy is scheduled to
give evidence in the
Dublin High Court over
the next fortnight as he
attempts to conclude his
legal battle with his former management company but he looked totally
focused on his golf on
Friday.
Warren stayed on target for a maiden Masters
invitation as he moved

Rory McIlroy

into second with his ninebirdie 65 while McDowell
dropped only one shot in
only his second competitive round of 2015.
English trio Westwood
(68), Danny Willett (66)
and Andy Sullivan (68)
are in a five-strong group
on 11 under which also

includes
Scotland’s
Stephen Gallacher (67).
Denmark’s Morten
Orum Madsen produced
the lowest round of the
week so far as his 63
moved him to 10 under
with US Open champion
Martin Kaymer two shots
further back after a 69.

Sergio Garcia was unable to undo the damage
of his opening 75 as his
71 saw him missing the
cut on two over while
2011 Open champion
Darren Clarke (71) also
exited as his level par
total proved two shots too
many.
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REAL ESTATE

Cricket World Cup
to showcase both
elite and paupers

REAL ESTATE
Milestone
Realty
428-9376/259-9019
FOR RENT
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom house
in
Rendezvous
Gardens
$1400.00.

FOR SALE
LOTS
Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

FOR SALE
Two properties, near kayaking
Club, Inch Marlow/Long Beach,
50 yds from ocean:

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00
Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00
Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00
Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00
Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Two storey 5 Bedroom, 2
bathroom house with pool
$950,000

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00
Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00
PROPERTIES
Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00
Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00
Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bathroom Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00
Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00
Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00
Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00
Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00
FOR RENT
Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apartment
$1,600.00 monthly
Contact: Telephone
(246) 432-7191
Website: www.creis.com

CHURCH
NOTICES
JAMES STREET
METHODIST CHURCH
BRIDGETOWN
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2015
6:30AM
REV DR CUTHBERT A EDWARDS
9:00AM
REV DR CUTHBERT A EDWARDS

Three bedroom 2 bath timber
property on 9,000 sq. ft.
$550,000.

VEHICLES
2002 Mitsubishi Lancer
Loaded
Recently painted
Engine needs some repairs
Price negotiable.

JOB SEEKERS

SERVICES

Auxiliary nurse 12 years
experience seeks job as nurse
or companion with the elderly.
Nights only. Call or whatsapp

Your Booking Agent for
Live Musicians
Caribbean Musician

Tel:828-7419

Tel:230- 9500

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

Contact:235-2363 for details

AUCTION SALES
ED’s AUCTIONS
SATURDAY 31st JAN, 2015.
View 9:30. Sale 10am. At De
Freitas Company Building 112
Roebuck Street. DELL LAPTOPS, DESKTOP COMPUTERS, POS computer-bill
printer-cash drawer, Brother laser printers, Drobo data storage,
tonors, cell phone accessories,
PSP & Xbox video games and
accessories, wii accessories,
show cases, standing & wall
shelving units, desks, chairs,
4-drawer Filing Cabinet, Xerox
work stations & supplies, Xerox
Docucolor 252 Multifunction
Printer with light production finisher. Xerox Workcenter 7655
with pro finisher. A B Dick 8820
Printing Press, Itek 3985 2-colour Press, TRAILER, VEHICLES- 2002 DIHATSU MIRA,
1997 TOYOTO and much more.
Terms cash. Remove items sale
day.

CHURCH
NOTICES
HAWTHORN
METHODIST CHURCH
WORTHING
CHRIST CHURCH
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2015

5:30PM
REV MICHAEL CHARLES

9:00AM
REV MICHAEL CHARLES
SACRAMENT OF HOLY
COMMUNION

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AT ALL 3 SERVICES

5:00PM
REV MAXWELL MILLAR

CAPSTONE
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED
Construct Wood & Wall Houses
House & Roof Repairs
Renovations & Extensions
Tree Trimming & Cutting

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance
Specials on
.Renovating
.Building
.Repainting
.Large Residential
.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:(246)267-1600

Tel:237-7874

SYDNEY – Australia will
look to become just the
second team to win a
World Cup final on their
own
soil
when
a
tournament rich in subfeaturing
serial
plots
under-achievers
South
Africa and Afghanistan’s
fairytale debut starts next
month.
Champions in 1987,
1999, 2003 and 2007,
Australia are amongst the
favourites to lift the
trophy at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on March
29 at the end of an
exhausting
six-week
event.
The
14-nation
competition
gets
underway on February 14
and is being played at
seven venues in Australia
and
seven
in
New
Zealand. The top four in
each group qualify for the
quarter-finals.
Now in its 40th year, the
World Cup has only once
been won by a team
playing in front of a home
crowd,
with
India
shrugging off the crushing
pressure
of
mass
expectation in 2011.
The Australians have
only lost one of their last
11 one-day internationals
and accounted for South
Africa 4-1 in a home series
in November.
Australia can boast a
strong core of key players
– David Warner, Steve
Smith, Mitchell Johnson
and
possibly
skipper
Michael
Clarke,
depending
upon
his
fitness.
Given
Smith’s
phenomenal form with the
bat – three ODI centuries
since October – there are
those who say Australia
may not even miss
Clarke’s leadership and
batting.
Despite their smooth
progress to the final of the
ongoing
Tri-Nations
series,
there
remain
question
marks
over
Australia’s
on-field
behaviour.
Warner has come in for
widespread
criticism
following his oafish “speak
English” rant at India
batsman Rohit Sharma.
South Africa’s hopes of

ending their World Cup
hoodoo will rest with some
of the finest players
currently active.
Proteas captain AB de
Villiers is the number-one
ranked ODI batsman and
will
arrive
at
the
tournament
after
displaying dazzling form
in a recent home series
against the West Indies,
including the fastest oneday international century,
made off just 31 balls.
Hashim
Amla
has
reached a succession of
milestones
in
fewer
innings than anyone else – 2 000, 3 000, 4 000 and
most recently 5 000 ODI
runs.
In Dale Steyn and
Morne Morkel, South
Africa have two of the
most potent fast bowlers
in the world, while new
ball
bowler
Vernon
Philander has has the
accuracy to exploit any life
in a pitch.
With Sharma, the only
batsman with two 200s in
one-day
internationals,
Virat
Kohli,
Ajinkya
Rahane, Suresh Raina
and skipper Mahendra
Singh
Dhoni,
India
possess
destructive
batting firepower.
But the champions’ frail
bowling attack remains a
worry, as was evident
during the recent Test
series in Australia where
the hosts piled up 500plus totals in each of the
four matches during a 2-0
win.
India
start
their
campaign against bitter
rivals
Pakistan
in
Adelaide on February 15.
Pakistan, who won their
Cup
in
only World
Australia in 1992, have
endured a chaotic buildup with match-winning
spinner
Saeed
Ajmal
suspended because of a
suspect
action,
while
Misbah-ul
Haq
and
Shahid Afridi have vied
for the captaincy.
Misbah
knows
his
attack will miss Ajmal but
believes giant seamer
Mohammad Irfan – the
tallest-ever bowler to play
international cricket at 7
feet, one inch – could
provide the X-factor.
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Carroll will let Sherman decide
on playing if baby arrives
PHOENIX - Seattle
Seahawks cornerback
Richard Sherman is
hopeful that his son
will be born after
Super Bowl Sunday
but should an early arrival occur, coach Pete
Carroll says he will
leave it to the player
to decide how he responds.
Sherman’s girlfriend
Ashley is due to give
birth sometime in early
February and is in
Phoenix for the game.
That has raised ques-

tions over whether, if she
went into labour on
Sunday, Sherman would
miss the game.
“That is up to Richard,”
Carroll said during his
news conference on
Friday.
“Whenever our players
have a personal or family
issue that comes up, it’s
always about family first,
and they have to decide
what’s best for them, and
I support that. We will
support that decision,”
Carroll said.
Sherman is hoping that

he does not have to make
a choice between being
present at the birth or
playing in the NFL’s
championship game.
“I think he’s going to be
a disciplined young man
and stay in there until
after the game,” Sherman
said on Thursday.
“He’s going to do his father his first favour and
stay in there for another
week or two.”
The outspoken 26-yearold said that even though
a birth is not expected, a
plan is in place but de-

NFL players who started
young at more risk of
memory problems: study
FORMER NFL players
who began playing tackle
football before age 12 are
more likely to suffer from
memory and thinking
problems than those who
took up the game later, a
new study has found.
The findings, published
on Wednesday in the scientific journal Neurology,
come amid heightened
concerns over the effects
that playing the physically punishing sport can
have on the brain.
The National Football
League has agreed to pay
up to $5 million to each
former player developing
neurological impairment

in a settlement that is
under judicial review.
Most of the 20 000 former
players involved in a
class-action lawsuit
against the NFL back the
deal, while others think
the league should pay
more.
"Our study suggests
that there may be a critical window of brain development during which repeated head impacts can
lead to thinking and
memory difficulties later
in life,” study author
Robert Stern, a neurologist at Boston University,
said in a statement. “If
larger studies confirm this

association, there may be
a need to consider safety
changes in youth sports.”
Since the study focused
on NFL players, the results may not extend to
the general public, and
more research is needed,
he added.
The study consisted of
42 former NFL players
with an average age of 52,
all of whom had experienced memory and thinking problems for at least
six months. Half the players started playing tackle
football before age 12,
with a similar number of
concussions sustained between the two groups.

Cancer organisation
partners with NFL on
prostate treatment
A U.S. cancer organisation
has partnered with the
NFL alumni association
ahead of Sunday’s Super
Bowl XLIX to raise awareness about screening, diagnosis and treatment for
prostate cancer, a disease
that kills tens of thousands of U.S. men a year.
The Cancer Treatment
Centers of America
(CTCA), a private, forprofit operator of cancer
treatment hospitals and
outpatient clinics, will
treat NFL Alumni who
are fighting prostate cancer, which afflicts almost

one in seven U.S. men, at
its five hospitals in
Atlanta,
Chicago,
Philadelphia, Phoenix and
Tulsa.
“CTCA is proud to partner with NFLA and we
look forward to making a
difference in the lives of
those alums who are or
will be diagnosed with
prostate cancer,” Gerard
van Grinsven, chief executive and president of
CTCA, said in a statement
Thursday.
Prostate cancer is one of
the most common cancers
among men in the United

States, second only to nonmelanoma skin cancer. It
also is the second leading
cause of cancer death in
U.S. men.
“This new partnership
addresses one of the
biggest health concerns
among men today,” said
NFL Alumni head Joe
Pisarcik.
The CTCA is already
sponsoring sunblock dispensers for fans at pregame events in downtown
Phoenix ahead of the
game between the Seattle
Seahawks and New
England Patriots.

clined to give details.
“I’m focused on the
game. He’s not supposed
to come on Sunday. If he
does, that would change
some things. I’ve thought
about the possibility of
his coming during the
game or coming before
the game.
“We have things in
place in case that happens. We’ll cross that
bridge when we get there.
But I didn’t know it was a
topic of national debate,
honestly. I would not like
to miss the birth of my
first kid, but hopefully
and God willing, we won’t
have to cross that
bridge.”
Sherman would not
give any indication of his
son’s likely name but
Carroll joked that he had
one in mind.
“I’m looking forward to
seeing Little Petey,” the
coach said with a grin.

Seattle Seahawks cornerback Richard Sherman at
press conference at Arizona Grand in advance of
Super Bowl XLIX

Russia, China lead
global growth in NFL
interest says study
THE NFL, which holds
its Super Bowl on
Sunday, is enjoying a significant surge in global
interest with Russia and
China leading the way,
according to a study by a
leading sports marketing research company.
The
report
by
Germany-based
Repucom found interest
in the league rising in
several key markets
with Russia having the
highest percentage of the
population focused on
the league.
The report says 13.3
percent of Russians are
fans of the NFL, with a
growth of 5.3 percent in
the past year leading to a
total of 10.38 million
fans.
The growth of the NFL
in China in the past year
is the biggest in terms of
population size.
Since 2013 interest in
the NFL among the
Chinese population has
jumped from 1.7 to 7.9
percent – meaning an
extra 31 million people
have an interest in the
sport there.
The upward trend is
also evident in South

America with Brazil seeing a rise of 3.3 million in
NFL fans.
The NFL’s biggest international focus – and
one of its key successes –
has been in the United
Kingdom where three
regular season games
were held in the past
year.
Repucom found interest had grown from 8.1
percent in 2012 to 12.3
percent, adding an extra
1.86 million NFL fans.
The UK is second only
to Russia in terms of percentage of the population
now following the game
in some way.
GROWING TREND
“This growing trend
should be a welcome
sight for the NFL,” said
Glenn Lovett, president
of global strategy at
Repucom.
“More engaged fans
bring additional revenue
and growth opportunities across their business. They provide the
league with a better offering to commercial
partners in the U.S. and
overseas whilst increasing stability for the
game,” he added.

The NFL’s video distribution has become more
sophisticated in recent
years where as well
as deals with television
broadcasters,
the
league also offers ‘Game
Pass’, a subscription online service offering various packages for live
games.
In the U.K. the NFL
has a broadcast deal
with subscription network Sky Sports and
also free-to-air Channel
Four, who also produce
their own weekly highlights show.
David Tossell, Director
of Public Affairs for NFL
International, Europe,
said the research showed
similar trends to the
league’s own in-house
studies.
He said the NFL’s
focus internationally had
been on “exposing people
to the sport, building the
support and growing the
fan base.
“The Game Pass product means that even in
markets without a television deal we are able
to promote and expose
the sport around the
world,” he told press.
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Kobe Bryant has
surgery,
expected to be
out for 9 months
EL SEGUNDO, Calif. – Kobe
Bryant is officially done for
the season after having surgery to repair his torn right
rotator cuff Wednesday.
The Los Angeles Lakers also
made it official that their superstar doesn’t believe his career is
finished.
Bryant is expected to need
nine months to recover from his
third straight season-ending injury. If Bryant meets that
timetable, he could return to
basketball shortly before the
start of the 2015-16 season – and
the Lakers expect to see him in
purple and gold again.
Neal ElAttrache and Steve
Lombardo performed the twohour surgery at the Kerlan Jobe
Orthopaedic Clinic in Los
Angeles.
“I expect Kobe to make a full
recovery, and if all goes as expected, he should be ready for
the start of the season,”
ElAttrache said in a statement
provided by the Lakers.
The Lakers formally declared
Bryant out for the year by ac-

knowledging the expected recovery time from his injury, but also
effectively confirmed he won’t
retire and will attempt to play
his 20th season in the fall.
Bryant, who will be 37 years old
this summer, is the NBA’s highest-paid player at $23.5 million
this season, and he is under contract for $25 million next year.
"In my mind right now, he’s
coming back next year, unless
he tells me something different,”
coach Byron Scott said at practice Wednesday.
Scott already had acknowledged Bryant was highly unlikely to play again this season
for the flailing Lakers (12-34),
who will match their franchise
record for futility if they lose
their 10th consecutive game
when the Chicago Bulls visit
Thursday. But if Los Angeles finishes with a top-five draft pick,
the club won’t have to give its
first-round choice to Phoenix
until next year to complete its
brutal trade for Steve Nash in
2012.
Bryant hurt his right shoul-

DANIEL Ricciardo reckons he
can take one title off Lewis
Hamilton this year – and mount
a proper crack at the Briton’s
Formula One crown as well –
after being best of the rest to
Mercedes in 2014.
The smiling Australian is set
to appear on the popular Top
Gear television program’s ‘star
in a reasonably priced car’ competition next month, with double
world champion Hamilton setting the lap record two years ago
in a Suzuki Liana.
"It’s been a while since I’ve
heard people say ‘When are you
going to go on Top Gear?", the
Red Bull driver told reporters
on Tuesday after taking part in
a team event on an indoor ski
slope.
“So the time has come...I believe Lewis has got the crown at
the moment so it would be nice
to take at least one title off him,”
he grinned.
Whether he can take the more
meaningful one remains to be
seen, with Mercedes winning 16
of 19 races last year and again
the team to beat, but Ricciardo

will try his best.
The only driver other than
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg to
win in 2014, and now the main
man at the former champions
following Sebastian Vettel’s departure to Ferrari, the Perthborn driver hoped Red Bull
could close the gap.
Asked for his main aim in the
season starting in Melbourne on
March 15, he replied: “Win more
races and hopefully more results
in a title fight, a proper one.
“I was hanging on by a string
last year for a bit, but a realistic
one this year would be good.”
Ricciardo was the revelation
of 2014, his first year alongside
four-times champion Vettel at
Red Bull but the team had a difficult start to the new V6 turbo
era as Renault struggled with
reliability.
They still finished strongly as
overall runners-up and, with
Renault allowed to carry out
limited improvements during
the season and no major
changes otherwise, the gap
should narrow further.
“Everyone is going to improve,

Kobe Bryant grabs his shoulder during a game at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans.

der while dunking last week in
New Orleans, deciding on surgery shortly afterward. He is the
third-leading scorer in league
history and a five-time NBA
champion.
Bryant averaged 22.3 points,
5.7 rebounds and 5.6 assists in
35 games, but made a careerworst 37.3 percent of his shots in
a wildly inconsistent 19th season. He also passed Michael
Jordan for third place on the
NBA’s career scoring list, trailing only Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
and Karl Malone.
Bryant’s popularity hasn’t
waned during his injury-

plagued stretch. He was voted
to the All-Star game for the 17th
time this month, and he is still
the Lakers’ public face despite
his recent prolonged absences
from the court.
Bryant missed the 2013 playoffs after tearing his Achilles
tendon late in the regular season, and he played in just six
games last season before breaking a bone near his left knee.
Although he has played through
innumerable injuries in the

past, the accumulated wear
from nearly two decades in the
NBA has caught up to him.
Bryant sat out eight games to
rest in the past month, and he
played under a strict minutes
limit. It wasn’t enough to protect him from another major injury.
Bryant joins Nash, first-round
pick Julius Randle and swingman Xavier Henry with seasonending injuries already for the
Lakers.

Rio 2016 says
Ricciardo gets into top gear clean up target for
sail bay still holds
for F1 title battle

Ricciardo reckons he can take
one title off Lewis Hamilton
this year and mount a proper
crack at the Briton's Formula
One crown as well.

that’s a fact,” said Ricciardo.“But
you’d like to think that
Mercedes’ room for improvement is smaller than everyone
else’s because I think they made
so much of it last year.
“I hope I’m right, I hope they
don’t have another 50 percent
step on top of what they’ve got
but I think there’s more room
for us and Ferrari to make up
that gap."

A PLEDGE to clean Rio de
Janeiro’s bay where sailing will
be held in 2016 still stands despite the state’s top environment official suggesting the
target was unattainable, said
the Olympic organising committee.
The cleaning of Guanabara
Bay was a key part of Rio’s bid
and has long been a goal of various local governments.
Olympic sailors have complained of floating sofas and
animal carcasses in the water,
described as a “sewer".
"The position of the committee and the target of the State
government to treat 80 percent
of the raw sewage remains in
place,” the organising committee’s head of communications
Mario Andrada told reporters
on Tuesday.
The remarks appear to contradict those made on Friday
by Rio’s new state environment
secretary Andre Correa who
was reported as telling a news
conference, “removing 80 percent of the pollutants? It’s not
going to happen".

Andrada said the divergence
did not represent a U-turn but
rather differing interpretations
of the original pledge.
“There is a fundamental difference between cleaning 80
percent of the bay and treating
80 percent of sewage that runs
into the bay,” Andrada said,
specifying the latter was the
metric the organising committee was working with and
which was still attainable.
He explained that a marked
improvement had already been
achieved.
“We are at 50 percent. We
were at 11 percent in 2007,”
said Andrada, adding there was
“no Plan B” for holding the sailing or windsurfing in a different location.
In December the Oswaldo
Cruz Foundation research institute said it found a type of
“super bacteria” usually associated with hospital waste in a
river leading into the bay.
The bacteria, which is resistant to antibiotics, can cause
urinary, gastrointestinal and
pulmonary infections.

Warriors leave
the rest seeing
RED!
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CREATING
CORRECT
CULTURE
AT WORK

FINAL FAREWELL: Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Education, Science, Technology and
Innovation, Senator Harry Husbands was one of several who viewed the body of the late Sir Harcourt
Lewis yesterday. The official funeral will take place this morning at Bethel Methodist Church, Bay
Street. (See page 4)

PART of the struggle in
the area of Safety and
Health, according to
Parliamentary
Secretary in the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology
and
Innovation,
Senator
Harcourt
Husbands, is not so
much the laws and the
Safety and Health at
Work Act, but building
a culture of safety and
health.
“That is where I think
the entire process must
start,” he told those gathered for Pinnacle Safety
Solutions Conference and
Expo – “Today’s Tools for
Workplace Success in
Health, Safety, Security
and Environment” held at
Accra Beach Hotel earlier
this week.
“Not only building a culture of safety and health
on a construction site, but
beyond.”
Along with building this
culture of safety and
health, the P.S. believes

that there is a case to be
made for the value of
safety and health to businesses.
“Yes we need to build a
culture and that is everyday
and
on-going.
However, we in the area of
Safety and Health and
Human
Resource
Management need to convince those people in the
boardroom, that there is
value to the business in investing in safety and
health,” he stressed.
“Safety and health is not
additional, it is not an addon. And the fact that we
don’t have more businesses represented at this
conference may indicate
that it is still seen an addon, as an extra and not
part of the core strategy of
the business,” he pointed
out.
“There is the issue of enhancing your reputation;
it is good to be recognised
as one that pays attention
SAFETY on Page 6
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