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By Ashlee Cox

WHILE most Barbadians
may only be slightly aware
of the magnitude of the
change that the emergence
of China as a global power
implies, it has touched 
our lives in a number of
ways.

And according to Governor of
the Central Bank of Barbados,
Dr. DeLisle Worrell as he spoke
at the press launch of the Fish
and Dragon Festival, Barbados
and the Caribbean can benefit
from our interactions with the
People’s Republic of China.

“We do know of the Chinese
interest in direct investment in
the Caribbean; it is substantial
and it is to be welcomed be-
cause it benefits both sides.
Barbados and the Caribbean
benefits from the increase in
our capacity to produce goods
and services and the associated
employment. China, for its
part, is in search of opportuni-
ties to diversify foreign invest-
ment work portfolios,” Dr
Worrell said.

“I’ve only recently been sen-
sitised to the extent of online
commerce with China and the
in-built features that facilitate
that commerce. The Chinese
Embassy... the Barbados China
Friendship Association and
other groups and individuals
have provided us with glimpses
into China’s rich, ancient and
modernising culture…” he
noted.

“The Confucius Institute is
about to get going, we see re-
ports submitted to China and
articles on the experiences of
Barbadians living there. What
all this makes us realise is that 
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By Regina Selman Moore

COMPLETION of the school’s
sports complex, refurbishment
of the school plant and the 
replacement of the perimeter
fence all form part of the over-
due capital works that take
centre stage in the mind of Dr.
David Browne, Principal of
Queen’s College.

The principal called atten-

tion to the issues in an inter-
view with the Barbados
Advocate as Queen’s College
wrapped up its 132nd
Anniversary Founder’s Day
Service, which was held 
in the school hall yesterday
morning.

“I need to have my sports fa-
cility completed. That’s some-
thing that is on my mind. We
are trying, [but] it is annoying.

We have to go out there and
raise $1.2 million dollars to
complete the sports facility, put
in equipment and everything. I
want to say to you that requires
considerable fund-raising.
If you fund-raise and every
time you make $4 000, when
would you reach completion?
So we are going into the larger
fund-raisers,” Browne re-
marked.

“I want to say sincere thanks
to the QC Give Back
Committee, led by Vivian-Anne
Gittens. She does a very excel-
lent job on the committee doing
big fund-raisers. We have one
Saturday at the Yacht Club,
where we hope to raise about
thirty to forty thousand dol-
lars,” Browne highlighted.

“We have demolished the
structure and the quantity sur-

veyor said that if we could get
at least $800 000, he can go
with it. I am telling you that
that is something that is one of
my most annoying problems. If
I get a sports facility, we are
going to be better in sports and
education in general. I really
hope to have it completed,”
Browne stressed.

PROJECTS on Page 3

QC Principal looking to complete overdue capital works

Chinese Ambassador to Barbados, Her Excellency Ms Wang Ke, discusses the Fish and Dragon Festival with Dr DeLisle Worrell,
Governor of the Central Bank.

PM: BLP was 
warned that public

service needed cutting
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PROJECTS from 
Page 1

Speaking on the area of
refurbishment of the school
plant, the QC principal re-
vealed that no major work
has taken place there since
it was built in the early 
90s.

“If you look at this build-
ing, these buildings were
never refurbished since
they were put here in the
early 90s. They need an 
uplift now. They need the 
repair to windows and
doors, they need refur-
bishing and painting,” he
said.

Fence needed to keep
out intruders
Another annoying problem
he pointed out was that of
intruders, since the school’s
perimeter fence was de-
stroyed during the passage
of Tropical Storm Tomas a
few years ago.

“Tomas blew down the
majority of it and we need to
put it up. We are having 
intruders now who are in-
truding onto the compound,
giving us problems,” he
lamented.

“So those are the three
major capital works that I
would like to see done at
Queen’s College” the princi-
pal maintained.

DURING yesterday’s Copyright
Tribunal “Hearing of the
Reference between the Barbados
Broadcasting Service Limited
(BBS) and the Copyright Society
of Composers, Authors and
Publishers Inc. (COSCAP)”,
Tribunal Chairman Emmerson
Graham made it clear that he
would not be taking in any new
evidence, but would be hearing
from both parties a summation
and their view on why the 
tribunal should rule in their
favour.

While awaiting the arrival of
one Tribunal member past the
slated 2 p.m. start in the confer-
ence room on the 5th floor of the
Baobab Towers in Warrens, St.
Michael, owner of BBS,Anthony
T. Bryan, stated that he wanted
to enter a written submission.
After some deliberation by the
Tribunal, it was determined that
if CEO of COSCAP, Erica Smith
and her attorney Stewart
Mottley had no objection to the
written submission, and that it
contained no new evidence, the
written submission would be 
considered.

Mottley, who stressed that he
had no problem with it once no
new evidence was contained in it,
later suggested that his party
would also like to supplement
any final arguments with a writ-
ten submission as well, after
which the full hearing got
started.

When the Copyright Tribunal
last met, it was determined that
the tribunal would have to hear
some more evidence before it

could determine the appropriate
tariff to be paid by the Barbados
Broadcasting Service (BBS)
Limited to the Copyright Society
of Composers, Authors and
Publishers (COSCAP) Inc.

The BBS owner has challenged
the rates charged by COSCAP,
contending in an affidavit that
the percentages charged are “in-
equitable and unfair”.The broad-
caster is essentially calling for a
tiered system to be instituted as
it relates to copyright tariffs.

Bryan,who operates two radio
stations at Astoria, St. George,
explained that while 90.7 FM is
a commercial station and as such
he is expected to pay royalties in
return for the right to broadcast
music, he remains strong in 
the belief that FAITH FM, a
Christian station which“does not
enjoy any revenue”, does not so-
licit advertising and is simply his

way of thanking God for what he
has bestowed on him, should not
have to pay COSCAP. Given the
nature of Christian radio sta-
tions, Bryan says that making a
profit is not possible.

Meanwhile, CEO of COSCAP
Erica Smith, in her previous tes-

timony,explained that the entity
has a fixed rate across the board
for broadcast entities, regardless
of the genre of music they play,
and discretion is only employed
where new entrants to the mar-
ket are concerned.

(RSM)

A RULING could soon be
made by the Copyright
Tribunal on the dispute 
between the Barbados
Broadcasting Service (BBS)
and the Copyright Society of
Composers, Authors and
Publishers (COSCAP) Inc.,
as both parties presented
their summations yesterday
afternoon.

Broadcaster and owner of
BBS Anthony Bryan argued
against being asked to pay the
2.5 per cent and 1.6 per cent re-
quired by COSCAP for copyright
and neighbouring rights respec-
tively on revenue earned,
contending that his two radio
stations – 90.7 FM and FAITH
102.1 FM – should not have to
pay similar rates as charged by
COSCAP to other stations,
which drew larger listening au-
diences. In addition, he pointed

out that FAITH did not receive
any revenue through advertis-
ing, but mainly through dona-
tions, describing it as his way of
tithing and spreading the
Christian message to the coun-
try.

Calling the rate “punitive in
nature”, he stated that the pay-
ment of these set rates would
result in him being forced to
close these stations and the loss
of local jobs, and therefore sug-
gested that a tiered system be
introduced requiring smaller
stations to pay a lower percent-
age.

“If I have to pay the money, I
will pay the money, but it means
that I would have to shut down
these stations, which give people
a peace of mind,” he stressed.

The tribunal, which gathered
for the first time since its ad-
journment in March 2014, heard

from the veteran broadcaster
that Barbados has the highest
copyright rates in the
Caribbean, with Jamaica’s rate
being set at 1.75 per cent, and
was asked to make a determina-
tion on the appropriate tariff to
be charged.

Bryan maintained that the
percentage charged by COSCAP
were “inequitable and unfair” as
dependent on the spread be-
tween the fixed operation costs
and the income generated, the
payment of these could dictate
whether the stations made a
profit or loss.

Making his final statement,
Bryan asserted, “I am in here
trying to fight to keep a decent
radio station, not only one but
three radio stations on the air
where people can go home and
sleep in peace. That is all I am
trying to do. Should I pack up

and go home and say I have lost
in 2015?...I was brought up in
the church and I would like to
see things in Barbados right. I
would like a decent society to
live in whereby you don’t get all
of that violence on the air and
this and that and there is no bal-
ance.That is what I am fighting
for!” he asserted, before thank-
ing the tribunal for its handling
of the matter.

In his wrap-up, attorney for
COSCAP Stewart Mottley how-
ever charged that in the absence
of empirical evidence that 
paying such fees would hurt the
operation of the stations, such a
stance could not be accepted.

He pointed out that with other
radio stations working to gener-
ate income, BBS should seek to
do the same in order to remain
competitive in the broadcasting
industry through changing its

programming, and therefore it
should not be treated differently.

“I do not think that there is
any evidence before the tribu-
nal to argue for the reduction of
any tariff other than just simply
a plea. Mr. Bryan’s case is a plea
that he be treated differently to
everybody else. There is no fi-
nancial statements, there is no
proper analysis of his position in
relation to the other stations to
see that he should be treated
differently from everyone else.
Starcom has been on the air for
sometime and CBC as well, why
should he be treated any differ-
ently?” Mottley argued.

A few moments later, Head 
of the Tribunal Emerson
Graham ended the session, stat-
ing that the tribunal would 
reconvene when a ruling had
been made.

(JMB)

Final arguments heard by Copyright Tribunal

School
in need
of repair

Hearing
resumes 
in copyright
case

CEO of COSCAP, Erica Smith and COSCAP attorney Stewart
Mottley listen attentively to the proceedings.

Owner of BBS Anthony T.
Bryan makes a point during
the Copyright Tribunal
Hearing, while Managing
Director Ms. Sherry-Ann
Padmore takes notes.

       



4• Friday January 30, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

By Patricia Thangaraj

A NEW board has been
elected at the Barbados
Nurses’ Association (BNA)
and this group of represen-
tatives are expected to
tackle critical issues facing
nurses in this island.

This was revealed on Monday
evening at their Annual General
Meeting (AGM) Session One at
their headquarters in Collymore
Rock by President, Blondelle
Mullin who was re-elected to of-
fice in the same position.

She said that the appointees
officially took over their duties
on the 14th of January,2015 and
their appointments would run
until 2017.

One of the key areas that con-
tinues to be of concern to some
nurses are issues relating to the
shortage of nurses which puts a
strain on those nurses that are
currently working, issues relat-
ing to appointments and other
issues concerning their ability
to carry out their day to day du-
ties, she stated.

“The BNA is aware that some
nurses are still a bit apprehen-
sive about promotions, appoint-
ments and conditions of service.
But please be rest assured that
the BNA will continue to lobby
Government to realise the great

shortage of nurses in all the in-
stitutions and that any deple-
tion will affect nursing care and
the health of the Barbadian pub-
lic. So keep the faith.”

As with any other association
and organisation, the current fi-
nancial situation is also taking
its toll on the BNA, particularly
as it relates to other stakeholder
organisations decreasing the
amount of financial support that
they are providing to them.This
means therefore that nurses
need to put even greater effort
into working together to address
the issues that they face, said
the reappointed President.

“The economic situation has
taken the blame for our stake-
holders not to donate to the
Association as in days gone by, so
we need to pull on other re-
sources and succeed in moving
the association forward. We all
have great ideas but we need to
put some action into the ideas
and unite to make the BNA a
leading institution for nurses. I
am still not happy about the
level of training opportunities
for nurses, so the BNA has to
formulate our own programmes,
especially as credits for continu-
ing education comes on stream
for nurses.”

With all of these plans on the
cards, the BNA will like as many

nurses to join their association
as possible recognising that
there is strength in numbers.
This is a goal which Mullin has
been having for the past few
years.

“One of my goals was to strive
to motivate our nurses to be an
active part of the Association’s
business as together we can
achieve a great deal, but some-
how it seems as if this is a diffi-
cult task to accomplish. If more
of us would acknowledge that

nursing and the BNA is our
business and we need to play
our part, together we can move
mountains.”

Other members of the new
board include 1st Vice President,
Margarette Wilson; 2nd Vice
President, Bernadette Belgrave;
Secretary, Sandra Clarke;
Assistant Secretary, Roslyn
Griffith; Treasurer, Bernard
Beckles; Assistant Treasurer,
Mitchell Clarke; Public
Relations Officer, O’Nelle

Alleyne-Edghill; Chairman of
Education and Training,
Shanette Brewster; Chairman
of SEW and Industrial
Relations, Sheryl Gaskin;
Chairman of Members Affairs,
June Robinson; Chairman of
District Nursing
Service/Community Outreach,
Patricia Wickham; Chairman of
Research and Publication,
Shirland Thompson and the two
floor members – Letita St. John
and Marlo St. Hill.

New board to oversee critical issues facing nurses

From left: Secretary, Stephanie Bryan and President, Blondelle Mullin, both of the Barbados
Nurses’ Association (BNA) conducting the meeting.



By Regina Selman Moore

“QUEEN’S College has
a rich legacy. Don’t
abandon it in the name
of simply forging new
paths. Learn from who
and what went before
you”.

This was just one “Pearl
of Wisdom” Debra
Johnson-King left with
students of Queen’s
College, as she delivered
the feature address at the
school’s Founder’s Day
Service on Thursday, held
in celebration of its 132nd
Anniversary. Johnson-
King,a well-known practi-
tioner in the corporate
communications field,
shared snippets from her
life as a Queen’s College
Girl, from the time she en-
tered the school way back
in 1974 when it was lo-
cated at what is now
known as the Elsie Payne
Complex, Constitution
Road, St. Michael which
now houses the Ministry
of Education, to the time
when boys were later em-
braced at the school, first
at the senior and then the
junior level.

Life at Queen’s College
she said, was a mixture of
academic challenge, expo-
sure to new experiences
and it was the incubator
to some lifelong friend-
ships that endure to this
day.

“The focus in everything
we did was on excellence”
Johnson-King pointed out.
Noting that Queen’s
College provided the right

educational foundation to
assist her even as she
stumbled into a career in
journalism,she noted that
she was grateful for the op-
portunity afforded her to
build her confidence while
at school and to have a few
options for a career path,
when she eventually left.

“My career in journalism
which preceded my cur-
rent sojourn in the field of
communications, was in a
word colourful and I had
the privilege of being one
of the earliest contributors
to the development of re-
gional television through
a German funded project
that was the precursor to
today’s several Caribbean
cable channels and televi-
sion programmes”
Johnson-King revealed.

Depositing additional
“Pearls of Wisdom’
Johnson-King encouraged

the students to be proud of
their school, to make the
best use of their time at
school and to use commu-
nication technology wisely,
as it can open up limitless
possibilities for knowledge
gathering and later their
earning potential.

‘Whatever career path
you choose,make sure you
keep the joy in your life.
Do something you
enjoy….it will keep you
sane in the dark times”she
further advised.

Meanwhile, Principal of
Queen’s College Dr. David
Browne noted that it is
under a programme enti-
tled “Pearls of Wisdom”
that past students are in-
vited back to the school to
address students and
hence Johnson-King was
invited to speak at the
Founder’s Day Service.

“We find that the stu-
dents listen to them. A lot
of what Mrs. Johnson said
here this morning I have
said to the students, but it
has a special impact hear-
ing it coming from Mrs.
Johnson” he opined.
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WHEN successfully imple-
mented, the National
Knowledge Management
System will facilitate en-
hanced business efficiency
in both the private and
public sectors and con-
tribute to improved pro-
ductivity of Barbadians,
and improve the effective-
ness of policies and pro-
grammes.

This is according to
Senator Dr. the Hon.
Esther Byer, Minister of
Labour, Social Security
and Human Resource
Development, as she
opened the first
Knowledge Management
Stakeholder Consultation
held at Almond Bay
Caterers in Hastings, yes-
terday. Knowledge man-
agement is pillar four of
the Barbados Human
Resource Development
(HRD) Strategy.

According to her, the
government of Barbados
continues to pursue fiscal
and macro-economic

strategies to improvement
the competitiveness of
Barbados and to boost eco-
nomic growth.

“The Barbados Growth
and Development Strategy
2013-2020 speaks to the
development of a science
and information economy,
and gives recognition to
the importance of informa-
tion as a major contributor
to economic and social de-
velopment.”

“Societies all of the world
are undergoing a change
in the way they view and
manage knowledge. The
current trend is to develop
knowledge base societies,
where we move pass the
provision of data and in-
formation – to the sharing
of knowledge, idea, know-
how and best practices,”
she highlighted.

“In knowledge based so-
cieties we have seen the
emergence of communities
of practice, where persons
with similar areas of com-
mon interest or profes-

sions may organise them-
selves to share or gain
knowledge related to their
field.”

The Minister of Human
Resource Development
further acknowledged that
Barbados’ economic ad-
justment, reform,recovery
and sustainability will de-
pend on the ability to cap-
italise on information as a
productive asset, to har-
ness the knowledge of
human capital and to
make timely and informed
decisions at the business
and policy levels.

“This is one of the alter-
nate goals of the Barbados
Human Resource
Development Strategy,
which was formulated to
develop an efficient, well
co-ordinated, effective,
knowledge lead and de-
mand-driven human re-
source development sys-
tem, responsive to global
conditions and Barbadians
aspirations,”she indicated.
(TL)

THE C.O. Williams
Construction teams con-
tinue laying the new
BWA/IPI water pipelines
and will now cross the
Highway at Graeme Hall
this weekend starting
tonight.

Motorists from the ABC
Highway who are going
onto Highway 7 will divert
by the Ministry of
Agriculture through
Graeme Hall to Top Rock;
and those from Highway 7

at Top Rock going to the
ABC Highway will follow
the same path in the oppo-
site direction by turning
up Maxwell Hill, through
Graeme Hall in order to
connect to the ABC
Highway.

This crossing will be
conducted over the entire
weekend from THIS FRI-
DAY NIGHT at 8.00 p.m.
until 6 o’clock Sunday
evening. Motorists will be
required to exercise max-

imum caution when pass-
ing through the residen-
tial neighbourhood at
Graeme Hall for the en-
tire weekend.

This section of the
BWA/IPI Pipeline will
connect to the portion al-
ready laid on the western
side through the lands of
the Ministry of
Agriculture and on the
eastern side through
Graeme Hall to Maxwell
Hill. You are encouraged

to share this information
on the crossing of the
Highway at Graeme Hall
this Friday night from 8
o’clock until Sunday
evening at 6 o’clock with
your friends and family
who might be using the
roadway.

The C.O. Williams
Construction teams thank
you for your understand-
ing, co-operation and kind
consideration as they
move the earth to please.

CHINESE from Page 1

a whole new world has
emerged with China as its
hub and we are feeling the
swells reaching us, even
at this far distance. This
has whet the appetite of
many and there is grow-
ing interest and curiosity
about the possibility for
networking, exchanges,
travel, culture, entertain-
ment, sports, commerce,
conferences and all the
many ways our society’s
might interact”.

As noted by Davd
Bulbulia, Deputy
Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
as he addressed the press,

there had indeed been an
unprecedented flourishing
of the Barbados China re-
lationship that has over
the last 5 to 6 years, been
improving.

“ Certainly over the last
5 to 6 years or so, we’ve
seen a high level of ac-
tivism in very practical
areas looked as projects
being looked at and both
being developed and con-
sidered both grant proj-
ects and concessional proj-
ects,” he noted.

Continuing, he noted
that they were seeing po-
tential in this new aspect,
i.e. the Festival could be-
come a brand for that type
of interaction.

Networking
with the east

QC students given
‘pearls of wisdom’

Diversion at Graeme Hall from
Friday night

Enhancing business
efficiency

Principal of Queen’s College Dr. David Browne sits
with guest speaker and former Queen’s College stu-
dent Debra Johnson-King, during the school’s
Founder’s Day Service in celebration of its 132nd
Anniversary.

Dr. Stephen Boyce, Programme Manager (Education) – Delegation of the
European Union to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean conversing with Senator
Dr. the Hon. Esther Byer, Minister of Labour, Social Security and Human
Resource Development; during the Knowledge Management Stakeholder
Consultation, yesterday.
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“To ensure safety and
security, it will call for
enhanced partnership
building with our
communities, especially
those challenged
communities. We will
therefore commit to
further deepening of
police public relations
across communities,” he
added.

“We are committed to
making Barbados a safe
destination for locals and

visitors and will be
rolling out aspects of the
Tourism Policing Plan,
during the conference. It
will also call for greater
collaboration with the
entities with which we
interface, as we set about
to secure our borders
from transnational
crime. We must
communicate better with
our various publics and
so improve the quality of
our service delivery,” he
also stated.

(RSM)

Police Force
looking to build on
success of 2014,
while addressing
2015 challenges

By Ashlee Cox

THE Adams Castle
Development, would
not only provide
increased housing
stocks, and more
opportunities for low
income owners to ‘own
a piece of the rock’, but
the proposed
development may
come with some added

improvements for the
surrounding
communities.

Word of this comes form
Abdul Pandor,
representative from the
Professional Engineering
Services Ltd (PESL), as he
spoke to the media,
proceeding the Adams
Castle Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
Townhall meeting, which

was held recently at the
Deighton Griffith
Secondary School.

As it pertained to
drainage, he noted that as
engineers, they would
ensure that the new
development did not add
to the deluge, rather,
improved upon it.

“Some of the water that
is presently coming down
from South Ridge and so

on, goes into this
development and then
runs off into the down
stream areas. We would
then have to stop that, so
that would be a benefit to
them, but of course the
Drainage Division would
still have to look after that,
that is outside of our
scope,” he noted.

According to Pandor, one
of the only real issues
would be the increasing of
traffic along the ABC
Highway, however, he
noted that it would be
incumbent on
Government to assist in
that area.

“We know from fact that
the Government has
under consideration a
roundabout and some
traffic improvements in
the area. Our major
concern is on the ABC
Highway, where we have
been very honest about it,
where the capacity now, is
sort of tight, however, the
road situation would be
adding to it, so it would be
incumbent on
Government to improve
the ABC Highway, either
by road widening or some
other way,” he noted.

As stated by Pandor, in
all developments,
Government was required
to look at their road
networks and improve
upon them, noting that

this was a continuous
process. He also stated
that it took a lot of ‘guts’
for developers to build
developments in these
times, and not only lauded
the Adams Castle
developer, but also noted
that the project would
indeed be very beneficial
on a whole.

As noted by Pandor,
“This project would
increase the housing stock
and it’s a mixture of low
and middle income, and it
would give opportunities
for the lower income to
own a piece of the rock and
to build some houses, and
we hope that the prices
can be kept down.”

A REPORT given to the
BLP administration in
2001 advising that the
public service should be
cut by 10 000 by the year
2010 has been
highlighted by Prime
Minister Freundel Stuart.

The Prime Minister
was speaking to members
of the business
community during the
Barbados Chamber of
Commerce & Industries’
first business meeting for
the year, where he noted
that the DLP government
was forced to retrench
workers in the public
service, facing
expenditure on wages and
salaries of 54 per cent.

He said that this
document dated February
19 2001, it was envisaged
that the process of
downsizing would take
place primarily through
attrition, privatization,

outsourcing of certain
services and insisting
that commercial public
enterprises become self-
financing.

He said the report
contains the following
‘stunning’ paragraph:
“The downsizing of the
public sector would also
make a virtue of necessity
since current government
outlays on wages and
salaries are fiscally
unsustainable even in the
medium term. Civil
service wages and
salaries for 1980/81 of
173.1 million or 32.4 per
cent of total government
expenditure had more
than doubled by
1999/2000 to $659.1
million or 36.5 per cent of
total government
expenditure.”

“Should a recession
occur, Government would
no doubt have to cut its

labour force drastically as
it did during the 1991-92
IMF Structural
Adjustment Programme.
Although Government
may, in difficult times act
as employer of the last
resort, it can no longer be
seen as employer of the
first resort,” the reported
added.

The Prime Minister
said the current fiscal
deficit resulted from both
revenue and expenditure
challenges and had to be
confronted. The
government embarked
upon a nineteen month
programme, the object of
which was to stabilise our
fiscal situation and to lay
the foundation for
growth.

“On present indications
the programme is
working and by the end
of the fiscal year, we
would have achieved a

reduction of the deficit by
between 5.3 per cent and
5.6 per cent of GDP for
the year 2014-15. The
stabilization programme
has been extended for one
year by the end of which,
all things being equal, we
should have arrived at an
eminently more
manageable fiscal
situation.”

The Prime Minister
reiterated that the
challenges facing the
country did not emerge
overnight and therefore
cannot be fixed overnight.
“Barbados has never
enjoyed any special
dispensation under the
laws of international
economics. We have had
to share the difficult
challenges faced by
western economies over
the last six years,” he
said.

(JH)

Adams Castle Development
comes with improvements

PM Stuart: BLP was warned

Sarfraz Nakhuda, presenter from the Professional
Engineering Services Ltd. 

Some of the residents came out to hear more about the development.
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THESE are undeniably challenging times for the local
labour movement. Functioning in a national economy
that has made the notion of any wage increase for their
members during the immediate past a pipe dream, the
several local workers’ organisations have had their own
individual cross to bear in recent times.

For instance, the Barbados Union of Teachers [BUT],
a few weeks ago, had to endure the brunt of public
criticism when, on the first day of the Hilary Term, it
summoned its members to a meeting during school
hours to deal with a perceived inertia on the part of the
Ministry of Education.Given the frequency with which
local schools may be closed without prior warning for
water shortages and rainy weather, we were frankly
surprised at the level of the furore that erupted at this
pre-announced dislocation.

There were,on that occasion,the familiar accusations
of the members’ lack of concern for the plights of the
children and charges of selfishness on their part.
However, despite these claims and so far as we are
aware, the education sector has not been deemed an
essential service by the state nor, indeed, by
international labour law, thereby serving to limit the
incidence and effectiveness of strike action in that
particular employment. In this regard, the interests of
the children are not sufficiently important to outweigh
the rights of freedom of association of the teachers’
body.

It should be accepted by now that industrial action by
workers may always cause some discomfort to innocent
parties.If teachers are driven to express their legitimate
demands through strike action then, inevitably, the
principal beneficiaries of the school system, the school
children,will be inconvenienced.Similarly,a withdrawal
of labour by the sanitation service employees is likely
to pose a clear and present danger to the public health
and environmental wholesomeness in much the same
way the commuting public would feel the repercussions
of strike action by the drivers of the Transport Board.

And while the threat of no remuneration for those
BUT members who did not turn up for work on that day
may be worrisome for a few, the matter seems to have
abated without any reports of further recrimination.

In a related scenario, those members of the National
Union of Public Workers [NUPW] and the Barbados
Workers Union [BWU] who would have been retrenched
from the National Conservation Commission late last
year met separately to consider their next course of
action following the resignations of all the members but
one of the Employment Rights Tribunal designated to
hear their complaints of unfair dismissal.

Intriguingly, the two organisations adopted differing
short-term strategies; the members of the BWU,on the
one hand, choosing to await the re-constitution of the
Tribunal and those from the NUPW electing to protest
publicly by a public demonstration for which, oddly,
police permission was sought and granted,even though
the demonstration was by a union in furtherance of a
trade dispute.

In this ongoing action, there seems to be a
presumption that the case is a “slam-dunk” or an easy
win for the dismissed workers. This consideration has
apparently led some of them to be prepared to forgo any
claim for compensation, and to rely instead on the
likelihood of their reinstatement.We counsel,however,
that this may be a dangerous strategy. If, as seems to
be the case, the claim is that the retrenchment was not
in accordance with agreed principles of selection and
thus unfair, we could conceive a Tribunal finding of
them having been unfairly dismissed and an award of
compensation.

However, the order for reinstatement is not only
within the stipulated discretion of the Tribunal, but
seems rather unlikey to be obtained in a matter where
there is no attempt to deny the employer’s right to
effect redundancies but merely to impugn its method of
doing so, and where the economic circumstances that
necessitated the redundancy in the first place still
apparently exist. We await the hearing.

Editorial

Labour’s pains

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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WASHINGTON – Eight
Republican and Democratic US
senators introduced legislation
yesterday to repeal all restrictions
on US citizens’ travel to Cuba, the
first step in Congress toward
ending the US embargo since
President Barack Obama moved
toward normal relations last
month.

The bill would end legal
restrictions on travel to the island
by US citizens and legal residents,
as well as on related banking
transactions.

The Obama administration
announced some loosening of
restrictions on travel last month,
but Congress must vote to end
them.

Senators backing the bill
include Republicans Jeff Flake,
Jerry Moran, Michael Enzi and
John Boozman, as well as
Democrats Patrick Leahy, Richard
Durbin, Tom Udall and Sheldon
Whitehouse.

They acknowledged Cuba will
not change overnight, but called
yesterday’s announcement an
important step.

“We’re not offering a concession.
We’re simply saying that

Americans should be allowed to
have the right to travel wherever
they would like to unless there’s a
compelling national security
reason,” Flake said.

Moran is from Kansas, Enzi
Wyoming and Boozman Arkansas.
Although Republicans are
generally more resistant to the
changes in Cuba policy backed by
Obama, a Democrat, lawmakers
from farming states generally
favour moves that could lead to
more open Cuban markets.

The senators said there was
bipartisan support in the Senate
for ending the travel ban, possibly
enough to pass it if the chamber’s
Republican leaders allow it to
come up for a vote.

A total end to the embargo will
not happen any time soon, they
said.

A companion bill on travel will
be introduced in the House of
Representatives next week by
Republican Representative Mark
Sanford and Democratic
Representative Jim McGovern.

There has been vocal opposition
to any ending of Cuba’s isolation
in the US Congress, led by
staunchly anti-Castro Cuban-

American lawmakers including
Republican Senator Marco Rubio
and Democratic Senator Robert
Menendez.

Opponents of Obama’s plans
have so far not announced any
legislation seeking to stop them.
There will be hearings on Cuba
next week in both the Senate and
House.

Obama and Cuban President
Raul Castro announced on
December 17 they would work
toward normalizing relations
between their countries, more
than half a century after Castro’s
brother Fidel took power.

Castro set a tough tone on
relations with the United States
in a speech on Wednesday,
warning that any US interference
in Cuba’s internal affairs 
would make rapprochement
meaningless.

US companies are already
moving toward business with
Cuba. American Express Co
(AXP.N) said Tuesday it would
launch operations in Cuba. And
Kayak, owned by online travel
agency Priceline Group Inc
(PCLN.O), has added Cuba to its
website.

US lawmakers seek to end
restrictions on travel to Cuba

BRUSSELS/KIEV – European
Union foreign ministers extended
existing sanctions against Russia
yesterday, holding off on tighter
economic measures for now but
winning the support of the new
left-leaning government of Greece,
whose position had been in doubt.

The ministers agreed to extend
until September travel bans and
asset freezes imposed last year
that had been due to expire. They
also agreed to list the names of
additional people who could be
targeted with sanctions when they
meet again on February 9.

They dropped language,
however, about drawing up
“further restrictive measures” that
had appeared in a pre-meeting
draft.The bloc’s foreign policy chief
said a decision on such measures
would be left to EU leaders
meeting next month.

Germany said that decision
would depend on the situation on
the ground, with any major new
rebel advance demanding tougher
sanctions.

Yesterday’s emergency meeting
had been called after rebels
launched an advance last week,
disavowing a five-month-old

ceasefire. On Saturday, suspected
rebel forces shelled the major port
city of Mariupol, killing 30 people.
Since then, there has been intense
fighting along the frontline,
although the rebels appear to have
held back from an all-out assault
on Mariupol.

Washington, which has co-
ordinated sanctions moves with
Brussels in the past year, said it
was not planning an immediate
new announcement itself.

“Certainly, we welcome it; it’s a
positive step,” State Department
spokeswoman Jen Psaki told a
regular news briefing.

“This is just a further sign that
the actions of the last several days
and weeks are absolutely
unacceptable and that there will be
new consequences put in place,”
she said.

Psaki noted that the EU and the
US sanctions lists had not targeted
exactly the same people, firms, or
sectors, and added:“We’ll continue
to consider others that we could
add, but … I don’t think there’s
anything to expect today.”

The run-up to the Brussels talks
was dominated by Greece, whose
new prime minister,Alexis Tsipras,

took power on Monday and
complained that his government
had not been consulted before
tighter sanctions were threatened.

However, at the meeting,
colleagues said new foreign
minister Nikos Kotzias had swiftly
dispelled suggestions that Greece
would automatically torpedo any
sanctions effort.

According to Italy’s foreign
minister, Kotzias announced to the
meeting: “I am not a Russian
puppet.”

He signed up to a sharply
worded statement that declared
Moscow responsible for the
violence in eastern Ukraine and
demanded it halt its backing for
the separatists.

While the Greeks did call for the
decision on tighter sanctions to be
delayed, they were not alone: other
countries such as Italy and Austria
also favoured a delay, diplomats
said, while Britain and the Baltic
states wanted a clearer
commitment to imposing new
sanctions quickly.

“We are not against every
sanction,” Kotzias said later. “We
are in the mainstream, we are not
the bad boys.”

EU wins Greek backing to extend Russia
sanctions, delays decision on new steps
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POLITICS in Barbados has
reached a new low. The
Opposition has continually
shown themselves to be a 
group of noisemakers, only
concerned with gaining cheap
political points, gaining media
attention, but not doing what
they are mandated to do as
parliamentary representatives,
namely be there in Parliament
and represent their
constituency.

On Tuesday, in the House of
Assembly, former Prime
Minister and former member
and leader of the Barbados
Labour Party, The Right Hon.
Owen Arthur took a stand.
Dressed in a statesman-like
black suit, with a white shirt
and burgundy tie; Arthur took
his seat in the House of
Assembly for most of the 
debate on the Offences 
Against Persons Amendment
Bill.

When he rose to make his
contribution to this important
piece of legislation, Arthur
stated, “I have served in this
house for 30 years and … I have
never felt nor would I ever feel
that any person serving in this

House in any capacity could or
should be punished by not
participating in the business of
the House nor in the business of
the country.”

In these sad, comedic turn of
events, which Prime Minister
Stuart has treated a ‘monstrous
perversion of common sense’,
the Opposition has stated they
will not return to Parliament
as long as the Speaker remains
in the Chair.

In doing so, they have missed
the opportunity to debate 
the bill relating to the abolition
of the mandatory death 
penalty.

Their consistent walking out
of Parliament has resulted in a
lack of representation of their
people, furthering the point
which has always been said
that if they are not governing,
they have no interest in what is
best for Barbados.

The matter regarding the
Speaker of the House is a civil
matter, which is a private
matter involving two parties
relating to a dispute.

The same way how George.W.
Payne v. Edmund Hinkson, and
Mia Mottley v. the NCF are

matters between private
parties.

The Opposition using their
greatest weapon, namely 
social media has in fact
attempted to use general
concerns regarding lawyers in
Barbados to make it appear as
if the Speaker has been
convicted of a crime and should
therefore resign.

There is no legal basis for
that position and Ms. Mottley
Q.C. as well as other Q.Cs. and
recently promoted Ms.
Bradshaw should know better.
What they have done is created
a dangerous precedent, which is
the evolution from their

members missing Parliament
because they do not care, to
every member skipping,
seeking whatever is the 
excuse of the week’ as their
authority.

Additionally, the Speaker
only temporarily left the Chair
as the matter laid before the
House at that time concerned
himself and would have been a
conflict of interest, not an
admission of any imagined guilt
or intention to resign, but of
course some persons are easily
excited by these things.

It is not surprising therefore,
that these politicians
masquerading as the
Opposition will not ever be
taken seriously enough to
govern Barbados.

As in all organisations,
barring illness, or other valid
reason, missing more than
three consecutive meetings
should trigger proceedings for
expulsion.

Perhaps it would be better for
the country than for this band
to continue to embarrass, and
disappoint the Country as sons
and daughters of the soil.

Even Owen Arthur, their once

heralded leader who has
basically been cannibalised for
taking a stand against the
failed and inadequate
leadership of the party has
come forward to say their
behaviour is putting the
country at a disadvantage as it
allows for possible passages of
bills without debate from all
sides.

Yet again, devoid of fresh
ideas they have called upon
previously failed ideas such as
People’s Assemblies, Eminent
Persons Groups, boycotting
important functions, and of
course failing the very
constituencies who elected
them to represent their
interests in Parliament, by not
showing up.

The average person knows
nothing can be done if you are
not present, and therefore
nothing can ever be expected of
them.

May Barbadians rid
themselves of this selfish,
self-aggrandising group and 
the level of politics and
responsibility whether in
Government or not, return to
its highest level.

IT is ironic that there
appeared in a local newspaper
last Wednesday a paid release
by Sagicor giving the reason
for its decision to re-domicile
as the need to relocate 
“from Barbados to a country
with investment grade 
rating”.

This appeared on the same
day that the Prime Minister
was at the BCCI Luncheon
getting caught up in the
semantics of whether the 
move was a loss of confidence
in Barbados and seeking to
decry some unknown and
unnamed entity for the
comment.

Any loss of confidence may
well be in his Government’s
inability to restore Barbados
to an investment grade rating,
but this may have been an
inconvenient truth for the
Prime Minister. It was much
easier to divert blame to some
other phantasm.

Coincidentally, Dowridge
Miller over whose signature
the release from Sagicor
appeared, had according to a
section of the press, said that
he would be writing to the
Prime Minister to lodge a
complaint about comments
made by Minister Denis
Kellman on the proposed 
re-domiciliation. Maybe 
this was the Prime Minister’s
way of offering an apology to
Miller and the Board of
Sagicor.

It was alarming as well that
in the same paper there
appeared a statement from
Barbados Sugar Industry Ltd
pleading with the Government
to pay the farmers their
monies owed for the 2014 crop
so that they could pay their
creditors, have money to pay
wages and get their machinery
ready for the imminent start of
this year’s crop.

The sugar industry was not

of sufficient import to warrant
a mention by the Prime
Minister during his speech. It
was only in response 
to a question from the floor
that the Prime Minister 
was forced to address the
matter.

He gave the assurance that
the money would be available
through a loan from Ansa
Merchant Bank and then went
on the offensive. The blame

game was hauled out with
practiced venom. All of a
sudden it was the fault of the
sugar industry for not giving
the Government any ideas 
and for mismanaging 
the industry for centuries. Oh
my! 

No surprise really, because
for most of his speech the
leader of the Democratic
Labour Party pulled out all the
stops to convince his audience
that the current condition of
the Barbados economy is not
his Government’s fault.
Although he made an
encouraging start by
promising to look ahead he
never made it to that place. He
spent his time looking back
and failed to connect with his
audience.

He did not offer a single idea,
not a ray of hope, or any
semblance of any vision as to
where he is leading us. No
analysis of where we would

stand when the extended
stabilisation programme
finally comes to an end.

No direction as to how we
could assist the country or 
how best to position ourselves
once the austerity period is
over.

No view on the areas of the
economy that would benefit
from special attention,
personal investment or
collective energies. Nothing,
nada, zilch. Not an ounce of
confidence imparted.

The best we can hope 
for is when he is searching 
like Archimedes for that 
place on which to stand 
to shake the earth that he 
does not emerge like
Archimedes naked from his
bath.

Or that he would have his
Eureka moment and admit,
even if only to himself, that he
has failed his fellow
Barbadians.

Owen takes a stand too

All wizardry, no substance

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the month: 64.9 mm
For the year: 64.9 mm

London: 01°C FAIR
Boston: -02°C FAIR
Montreal: -07°C OVERCAST
Toronto: -01°C OVERCAST/RAIN/SNOW
New York: -01°C FAIR
Miami: 22°C PARTLY CLOUDY 6:25 a.m. 5:58 p.m.

High: 01:00 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m.

Low: 06:14 a.m.
and 07:37 p.m.

Max: 29.0 °C
Min: 23.6 °C

Fair to partly cloudy with brief isolated
showers.
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Marilyn Monroe (1926 –1962)
American actress and model

Joyce Brothers
(1927–2013)

American psychologist and
columnist 

“Sitting down, Jesus called the
Twelve and said, “Anyone who
wants to be first must be the
very last, and the servant of
all.”

– Mark 9:35

“I believe that everything happens
for a reason. People change so
that you can learn to let go, things
go wrong so that you appreciate
them when they’re right, you be-
lieve lies so you eventually learn
to trust no one but yourself, and
sometimes good things fall apart
so better things can fall together.” 

“Love comes when manipula-
tion stops; when you think
more about the other person
than about his or her reac-
tions to you. When you dare
to reveal yourself fully. When
you dare to be vulnerable.”

WORRY

People gather bundles of
sticks to build bridges they

never cross.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ADVOCATE PUBLISHERS (2000) INC, FONTABELLE • FAX: 434-1000 • E-MAIL: letters@barbadosadvocate.com

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

THE value of money influenced
by the gravity of demand as a
force, will like water level, seek
the equilibrium of a body at
rest.

With the Barbados dollar val-
ued at 1.4 times E.C., three
times T.T. and 50 times Jamaica
and Guyana, corporations regis-
tered in Barbados originally will
be under siege for the potential
profit, as the yield of investment
by extra-regional traders to be
taxed as income more liberally
in the raiders domicile.That ac-
counts for the drift of home-
grown Barbados enterprises
like Barbados Mutual afloat
elsewhere.

The irony of it all is that this
kind of “money laundering” ac-
tivity escapes surveillance,
while Barbados goes hyper ac-
tive in the role of bailiff for the
US Internal Revenue Service in
search of its tax avoiders as 
evasive “terrorists”, outsourcing
investment otherwise than as
directed by the Pentagon
through the Treasury and
Congress.

Truth be told, the highest tar-
geted income tax payers in the
US (disaffected with the use to
which Federal Revenue is being
put at the instance of the
Pentagon in foreign interven-
tions, of which the Government

by its administration is in-
formed only on the basis of what
the Pentagon decides the
Administration and Congress
needs to know) have resolved to
redirect their assessable taxes
to developments of their own
choice outside the jurisdiction
of the US Treasury, where they
are now being hounded with
spurious interdiction of “money
laundering” restrictions like il-
legal deprivation of property as
seizure.

This is a violation of the
essence of banking as confiden-
tiality, which guarantees indi-
vidual and corporate privacy.
Judicial notice has been taken of
the right of every free man to
protect his purse or treasury
from invasion by the tax collec-
tor or his agents.

In this violation, Barbados is
complicit, fortified by the re-
gional Security Service fur-
nished by US military arms
dealers, to be engaged in the
eradication of natural vegeta-
tion simulating the historic
“Agent Orange” operation in
Vietnam in the perpetual war
against drug trafficking, that
satisfies an insatiable demand
in the US for abuse of the con-
traband.

The solution that escapes this
problem is the eradication of the

demand or its criminalisation,
not the supply which is adapt-
able to uses more profitable
than and outweighing the
abuses.

The academic energy exerted
in scientific research like pre-
dicting earthquakes after the
occurrence, and discovering the
toxicity of fumarole gases in the
St. Lucia “Drive In” volcano that
might inconvenience tourists,
(as if the emission can ever be
controlled, or eruptions of volca-
noes elsewhere stopped to re-
duce “global warming”) should
properly be directed to projects
like revealing the properties of
marijuana that have the poten-
tial for lawful industrial, chem-
ical and commercial enterprise
from which the growers might
benefit as well as the users of
the diversity of products.

The prevalence of imperial-
ism is evidenced by the extent to
which the victims respond to
dictation of their legislation, for
the benefit of the foreign dicta-
tor to the victims’ disadvan-
tages, which puts national sov-
ereignty as a reality in doubt.

Laws for the government of
the people should be instanced
by the people themselves with-
out coercion. That is the hall-
mark of democracy.

LEONARD ST. HILL  

Money laundering fiction

“INFECTIONS Up”, screamed
the blazing red headline in an-
other section of the press over
the weekend, under which
Senior Medical Officer with re-
sponsibility for the HIV/STI 
programme, Dr. Anton Best, ex-
pressed his concern over what
appears to be increasing infec-
tion rates for gonorrhoea,
chlamydia and syphilis.

“People are ignoring safe sex
messages,”he concluded,adding
that the present generation of
young people have come up in an

era where HIV is no longer seen
as a death threat.He put his fin-
ger clearly on the problem when
he added: “You have a younger
generation who don’t have those
FEARS.” – (emphasis mine.)

Over the past 20 years, we’ve
successfully reconditioned soci-
ety with respect to HIV infec-
tion as well as many other STDs
and the lifestyles that feed into
these infections. We’ve worked
hard to remove stigma. Stigma
is based on fear. To remove the
stigma, you have to remove the

fear. So inadvertently (or per-
haps not) we’ve ended up mak-
ing these diseases quite friendly,
almost likeable.

The mistake we’ve made is
failure to appreciate the value of
good fear. Whether you accept
the evolutionary or creation
model, fear has been pro-
grammed into all higher ani-
mals, including humans, for a
powerful reason. Healthy fear is
a life saver. The reason I cross
the road carefully is because I’m
afraid of being knocked down.

The reason I run from a savage
dog is because I’m afraid of being
attacked. The reason I’m not
promiscuous is fear of killer
STDs, among other things.

Maybe this should not be.
Perhaps it would be good if we
all acted out of pure knowledge.
Some people do. But the major-
ity of us need the stimulus of a
powerful emotion to act.A previ-
ous generation had a strong fear
of God: wedded to knowledge,
this kept them on the straight
and narrow most times. The

present generation of youth
largely lack this force. And now
we’ve removed fear and stigma.
What’s left is a sterile body of
information removed from fear
and any other value system –
absolutely no match for the raw
power of sexual appeal.

We’ve now embarked on an-
other quest: the removal of
stigma from homosexuality. You
can guess where this will lead.
The worse is yet to come.

TREVOR R SHEPHERD,
MBBS (UWI), FRCS (ED)  

Lack of fear to blame for rising STD rates

MINISTER of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Donville Inniss, is reported 
to have told his constituency
meeting recently that .. .
“we are not getting any solid
analysis of national issues
coming from the opposition
party...”

Well, Mr. Minister, you 
may be able to spin that story
to your constituency, but the
rest of the country is waiting,
and has been waiting for 
years, to hear some solid
analysis of national issues
from the government side,
to be led off of course by 
your leader, the Prime
Minister.

How long shall we wait for
your side to give solid 

analysis? Reflecting on your
comment we say, what a 
hoot! 

Additionally, you say that
your side should be able to sit
down with the opposition and
have a reasonable discussion.
I will leave Ms. Mottley to re-
count the number of times she
has offered to do just that. You
also negate the idea of “an 
Eminent Persons Group”. I
would have thought that min-
isters would seek input and
advice from any number of
(eminent) persons within and
outside of the civil establish-
ment as a matter of course.

No? Well that might account
for some of the decisions made
by this government – what a
hoot!  

MICHAEL RUDDER  

What a hoot!

WE Barbadians love flattery.
We punch above our 

weight; now there’s this 
hard to understand concept

called “the idea of 
Barbados”.

CARL 
MOORE

Barbadians love
words of flattery
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THE abolition of the
mandatory death penalty
as announced by the
Honourable Attorney
General, Adriel
Brathwaite, has been on
the horizon for some time.
Since 1984 Barbados has
not carried out any State
executions and though the
penalty has remained on
the statute books, it is clear
that officials have not been
willing to enforce it.

Barbados has come in for
severe criticism for retain-
ing the death penalty for
those found guilty of mur-
der. Under the Offences
Against the Person Act
CAP 141,“Any person con-
victed of murder shall be
sentenced to, and suffer
death”. The proposed
amendment provides the
option of life imprison-
ment, unlike what ob-
tained previously where
judges were bound to pro-
nounce the death penalty
as punishment for those
found guilty.

Indeed, the debate
surrounding the death
penalty has been around
for decades, with different
perspectives advanced.
The Jamaican case of Pratt
and Morgan held that ex-
tensive delays on death
row can be considered
cruel and inhumane treat-
ment. The Privy Council
ruled that  individuals who
remained on death row for
more than five years
should have their sentence
commuted to life imprison-
ment, as such treatment
was unconstitutional.

Additionally, Barbados
like many of its Caribbean
counterparts has been in-
creasingly influenced by
international standards
with respect to human
rights and democracy. The
case of Joseph Boyce v the
Attorney General which
went through the Barba-
dian legal system and then
to the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights
highlights this point. The
Barbadian Government
signed on to the Inter-
American Convention on
Human Rights along with
other treaties, which per-
mit challenges to the death
sentence after local ap-
peals have been exhausted.
The island has therefore
had no choice but to reform
its laws to show itself as a
progressive democracy and
not to avoid being sidelined
on matters of human
rights concern.

Along with the chal-
lenges by international
bodies, the honourable
Attorney General has ar-
gued that the death
penalty is not in any way a

deterrent to potential mur-
derers. The Attorney
General might find great
opposition from fellow
Barbadians and others
across the Caribbean. The
2010 Caribbean Human
Development Report on
Citizen Security provided
some interesting perspec-
tives on the death penalty.
The report surveyed re-
spondents in six former
British colonies as well as
Suriname. It noted that of
the countries surveyed,
63% of persons supported
the use of the death
penalty.

In comparison, in
Suriname – a former
colony of the Netherlands –
only 35% of persons sup-
ported the death penalty.
The report argues that the
overwhelming level of sup-
port for capital punish-
ment is out of sync with the
likely deterrent value of
the punishment. It holds
that one of the key 
principles of criminology,
deterrence – has three
components.These compo-
nents include: certainty,
severity and or swiftness.
While the punishment is
in fact severe,the swiftness
and certainty in bringing
people to judgement is not
guaranteed. The report
therefore strongly suggests
that the death penalty is a
weak deterrent to murder.

In addition to the argu-
ment of the death penalty
being an insufficient deter-
rent, other arguments
state that it is incompatible
with the values that are as-
sociated with human
rights.The Inter-American
Court of Human Rights, to
which Barbados is a signa-
tory, argues that besides
being a human rights vio-
lation, arbitrariness and
unfairness in the applica-
tion of the penalty along
with the costs to judicial
systems of years of appeals
make it undesirable. The
fact that many persons in
jurisdictions across the
Americas have been 
exonerated provides fur-
ther impetus to abolish the
penalty.

While Barbados has
moved towards abolishing
the mandatory death
penalty, our sister island
Trinidad is in no hurry to
do so. Earlier this month
Opposition leader Keith
Rowley urged the country’s
Attorney-General “to get
on with the job of meeting
the conditions imposed by
the Privy Council with re-
spect to implementing the
death penalty”.Essentially,
Rowley voiced the opposi-
tion’s support for govern-
ment’s retention of the

death penalty, albeit upset
that the government was
seeking to score political
points as elections are
near.

Such a move will not find
support from Amnesty
International. In a March
2014 press release entitled

“Executions No Solution to
Violent Crime in the
Caribbean”, the interna-
tional human rights
agency blasted several
Caribbean governments
for threatening to bring
back executions to stem
rising violence.

Amnesty insisted that
there is no credible evi-
dence that executions are a
particular deterrent to
crime. It further empha-
sised that the emphasis on
the death penalty only di-
verts resources from the
real problems and that re-
gionals governments
needed to address underly-
ing structural issues such
as uncontrolled access to
guns,weaknesses in police
investigations and a lack
of resources in the crimi-
nal justice system.

It is perhaps this think-
ing which has informed the

enlightened and bold 
response of our policymak-
ers. Often they are criti-
cised for less than stellar
policy proposals. As much
as the topic of the death
penalty stirs up great emo-
tion and has the support of
many citizens,government
cannot seek to deter an 
action if it continues to per-
petuate the same by main-
taining the mandatory
death penalty.

There is therefore every
reason to believe that our
policymakers have made
the right judgment in this
case.
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By Ashlee Cox

THERE are three things that adults
must remember to apply when it
comes to the positive development of
the younger generation; and these
include:understanding the youth will
inherit the earth,the need for them to
be educated in values and the need for
them to practice.

This is the belief of James Sealy, Senior
Field Superintendent at National
Conservation Commission,who also acted
as a judge for the Best School Environment
award and the Best Recycling Project as he
spoke at the fourth Annual Berger Royale
National Primary School awards, which
was held at the Queen’s College School
recently.

According to Sealy,“We are the teachers,
they are the ones who will inherit whatever
we leave back, so we have to have
something for them to leave back. They
also have to be educated to values. One of
the main values I think that we need to
teach more of in this country, is pride and
industry.Not foolish pride,where you can’t
work,but honest pride, that says, ‘because
I am a proud person I will not do the wrong
thing.’ It’s these sort of principles that we
need to inculcate into our children.”

Continuing, he noted, “The third thing
that I’m thinking about when it comes to
children,is allowing them to practice.They
have to practise these things in order for
them to actually become what we want
them to be.In order for them to understand
the whole issues of the environment, they
have to be [a] part of these things.So these
are the three things that I think about
when I think about them.”

While lauding the programme, he also
lauded its coordinator, Ricardo Marshall,
and noted that he was indeed a good
example. Through him, it became clear
that the issues in our society in Barbados
were not so much on the macro level, but
with those who wanted to make a
difference.

“The answers to our problems as a
society have very little to do with the macro
environment, it has to do with men and
women who are willing to make a
difference. I think we should all seek to be
that man and that woman because our
children depend on us to set the right
example – and they are the future. And
once we have set good examples, they will
be willing to follow. And follow in such a
way that will be an inspiration to others
and thus we would have the changes that
we want,” he concluded.

The three things we need
to know for our youths

Most Spiritual Student, from the Ignatius Byer Primary School, Jaeda Smithew,
receives her award.

Doarsrean Minzielle, was the Most Influential Student for Healthy Diet, at the
Ignatius Byer Primary School. He receives his award from Tricia Thegg.
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SUSTAINABLE
Consumption and
Production (SCP) should be
at the core of development
discourse for Small Island
Developing States (SIDS).

This was the opinion shared
by Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Environment and
Drainage, Edison Alleyne as he
spoke at the Caribbean
Implementation meeting on
Decision Five of the XIX meeting
of the forum of ministers of the
Environment for Latin America
and the Caribbean at the
Courtyard Marriott on Tuesday.

Stating that Barbados’
development path, like that of
many other SIDS had pursued
policies consistent with the SCP
concept. Alleyne said that this
spoke to how islands
mainstream social and
environmental considerations in
the use of resources to support
our economic development.

“In practice, sustainable
consumption and production
policies are being instituted in
sectoral activities in agriculture,
health, tourism and transport,
regarding the use of energy,
water and waste. Several of the
natural resource based sectors
in the region, such as fisheries,
forestries and mining have also
endorsed this concept in their
extractive and distribution
activities,” he said.

He stated that in Barbados,

SCP was an underpinning
philosophy to build a Resource
Efficient Green Economy.

“In this regard, we have
commenced the process of
assessing and creating the
enabling environment to

transform waste into an energy
resource. Additionally, the
government of Barbados,
through its industrial estates, is
also exploring how SCP
practices can improve the
efficiency of operations of our

small and medium enterprises,
with the ultimate goal of
reducing operating costs and
ultimately improving
competitiveness,” he continued.

Alleyne further said that in
this Post-Samoa period, the

region had the opportunity to
build a new SIDS cooperation
framework in support of further
mainstreaming SCP, while
endorsing the SCP for SIDS
initiative.

(JMB)

SEVERAL of the region’s
leading environmentalists
have gathered in the island to
make progress on an
implementation plan for
outcomes of the Third
International Conference on
Small Island Developing
States (SIDS).

During the opening
ceremony, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Environment and Drainage,
Edison Alleyne delivered the
feature address at the
Caribbean Implementation

meeting, on Decision Five of
the XIX meeting of the forum
of ministers of the
Environment for Latin
America and the Caribbean at
the Courtyard Marriott on
Tuesday.

He highlighted the
achievements made by the
Caribbean in this area,
including the establishment of
the Caribbean Community
Climate Change Centre, the
Partnership Initiative for
Sustainable Land
Management, the Caribbean

Biological Corridor Project, the
Caribbean Renewable Energy
Development Program and the
Caribbean Catastrophe Risk
Insurance Facility.

“These initiatives represent
a genuine homegrown passion
among us and the Caribbean
Member States with the
support of several strategic
partners, to address the
sustainable development
challenges facing our island
community,” he added.

However, Alleyne noted that
the region continued to face

several challenges.
“Yet despite these steps

forward, as a region we
continue to be confronted by
the uncertainties posed by our
small open economies, our
small sizes and small markets,
our remoteness and the
geographical disadvantage we
face by being located in a
hurricane belt. These
structural vulnerabilities are
real and enduring and at times
quite crippling to our
sustainability and the overall
quality of life to the Caribbean

people,” he stated.
“A relentless will to advocate

and act, strengthened SIDS
governance and institutional
systems, enhanced cooperation
and international partnership
mechanisms and the timely
delivery of the requisite and
agreed means of
implementation are essential
elements to delivering our
SIDS sustainable development
agenda,” Alleyne stressed.

The meeting is set to last
three days.

(JMB)

ONCE again, the Member of
Parliament for St. Michael West
Central, James Paul is urging
that legislation alone cannot
bring about change.

This time he wants it coupled
with social programmes to bring
about attitude change and
ultimately, behaviour change.

He urged, “This legislation
alone – I don’t expect it to solve
things, but I also expect that we
put things in place as a society to
recognise that it means then
that we must see a higher level
of responsibility coming from

people, than we have seen
today.”

Adding his voice to the debate
of the Offences Against the
Person (Amendment) Bill, 2014,
on Tuesday in Parliament, he
called for mechanisms, which
seek to raise awareness of not
only the rights of citizens but
their responsibilities.

Paul believes that this way a
more responsible society with
strong family units, will mean
that there would be less reasons
to have to exercise the amended
Bill.

“If we do not have a strong
value system in our society, no
matter what laws we introduce,
no matter what we do here [in
the House], at the end of the day
we will have a worsening
problem, and I say that is the
central issue that we need to
address as far as this is
concerned. Where in
implementing this change that
we are seeing here, that we need
to at the same time, ensure that
we have the type of social
programmes in this country that
reduces the incidence to which

this particular piece of
legislation refers to,” he insisted.

Hence he added, that not only
is the government changing the
legislation, but simultaneously,
“what we are requiring is a
higher level of individual
responsibility.And not only that,
an awareness at the same time
of those responsibilities.”

And going forward, Paul said
that it will take more effort than
just the efforts of government; it
calls for a collective effort to
effect these changes, especially
in attitudes.

He said,“I think the challenge
to us is how do we develop
mechanisms in our society to
deal with that [the negative
behaviours] and how do we help
to shape the attitudes that we
see coming about in our society.
To reduce the incidence of the
type of crime that we see here, so
that we would not have a
situation where any court
should have to decide or have to
say that this person is guilty of
murder, and that I think is the
objective that we should have in
this particular situation.” (KG)

SCP should be core discourse for SIDS

Leading regional environmentalists seek progress

Social programmes hand-in-hand with legislation

(From left) Grenada’s Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Senator Simon Stiell, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Drainage Edison Alleyne, Deputy Regional Director
of UNEP’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean Mara Murillo Correa and UNDP’s Operations Manager Henry Mangal.
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SANDALS BARBADOS
opened its doors to
welcome its first guests
on Wednesday following
a US$65 million
upgrade of the Dover,
Christ Church resort on
the island’s South Coast.

An ecstatic General
Manager,Josef Zellner,said
he could not have wished
for a more perfect opening
and explained that all
restaurants, rooms and
suites were ready to
accommodate guests to the

chain’s latest addition.
“Today is a remarkable

day in the history of our
company.We are absolutely
thrilled to be here in
Barbados, one of the
leading destinations in the
world. Sandals and
Barbados are a perfect fit
which visitors will be
enjoying for many years to
come.This dream has been
a long time coming and we
are happy to finally be
here,” Zellner added.

Well over 600 employees

are employed with the new
property, which boasts ten
restaurants including, for
the first time, an Indian
Cuisine restaurant, the
Bombay Club. The famous
Sandals River Suites also
decorate the resort where
all 280 rooms and suites
have undergone complete
transformation.Amenities
like the Sandals luxury
feature, butler service and
Club Sandals concierge,are
all part of the new
experience.

Sandals Select guests,
Kelly and Janet Rumpf,
from Canada were the first
to sample the Sandals
Barbados showpiece when
they arrived in the early
morning and excitedly
exclaimed: “It’s really good
to be here and to see this
new property. We booked
this trip while on our last
Sandals vacation so we
have been looking forward
to coming to Barbados for a
very long time.”

“”We didn’t realise we
would have been the first
guests – both management
and staff made it a moment
that will be special to us
forever. This property is
amazing, the grounds are
beautiful, the staff is
friendly and we have been
welcomed wholeheartedly,”
said Janet.

For employees, it was
also a much anticipated
reward after months of
training and orientation to
see what they imagined
come into fruition.
“Everything is so new and
beautiful,and it is so nice to
finally be a part of the first
Sandals coming to
Barbados,” said Shaula
Bellamy an attendant at
Café De Paris French
Cafeteria.

Sandals Barbados welcomes first guests
The Customer Service Reps at the new Sandals Barbados ready to welcome the first guests.

Sandals select guests, Kelly and Janet Rumpf, from Canada (right) were the first
to sample the Sandals Barbados Brand. Here they are greeted by General
Manager, Josef Zellner (second from left) and Head Butler, Dwayne Johnson
(left).

One of the many pools at the new Sandals Barbados Resorts.

BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 30th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25159    2.29381              
Pound Sterling £ 2.99433    3.05046              
Canadian $ 1.57420 1.60713
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.24737      2.29381              
Pound Sterling £ 2.98870 3.05046              
Canadian $ 1.57123 1.60713              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.21487 2.30813
Pound Sterling £ 2.94549 3.06951              
Canadian $ 1.56233 1.60854              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01732
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31745
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
The Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ) is appeal-
ing to civil society
groups across CARI-
COM to lobby their
countries to act faster
in becoming full mem-
bers of the court.

The CCJ was estab-
lished in 2005 with an
original jurisdiction which

makes the court the only
interpreter of the treaty
that established CARI-
COM.

While most countries
have signed on to the
court’s original jurisdiction
only, Barbados, Belize and
Guyana,have signed on to
the appellate jurisdiction.

Speaking on Nationwide
Radio this morning, CCJ
president, Sir Dennis
Byron,argued that civil so-
ciety groups are key in the
push for regional govern-

ments to sign on to the
court’s appellate jurisdic-
tion.

Although the CCJ head
is appealing to civil soci-
ety to help governments
speed up their approach,
he says ten years is not a
long time for CARICOM
countries to make their de-
cision.

Jamaica is set to hold a
parliamentary vote on
April 28 on three bills
which could see Jamaica
adopting the appellate ju-

risdiction of the CCJ and
moving away from the
Privy Council.

However, the parliamen-
tary opposition is not in
favour of the bills.

The Government can
easily use its majority in
the parliament to get the
votes required to pass the
bills in the Lower House,
but will need at least one
Opposition senator to side
with it to get them ap-
proved in the Upper
House.

JUSTICE Albert
Redhead, on Wednesday,
placed a lifelong ban on
10 jurors in Antigua ac-
cused of delivering a
“perverse” verdict.

The case involved an
18-year-old man who was
on trial for allegedly hav-
ing sexual intercourse
with a 13-year-old girl.

In delivering his re-
marks following the not
guilty verdict, the judge
deemed the permanent
restriction necessary. He
said he imposed it using

the court’s inherent juris-
diction to protect 
the process from 
abuse.

When the jury’s verdict
was declared late
Tuesday, reportedly 10 of
the 12 members found
the man not guilty, while
two female jurors felt he
was guilty of the crime.

Justice Redhead told
the court he could not re-
call seeing such perver-
sion of justice in his 30
years as an officer of the
court.

CARICOM’s Competition
Commission says it has
reason to believe that the
recent acquisition of
FLOW by Cable &
Wireless Communications
Plc (CWC) has the poten-
tial to distort competition
within the trading bloc.

The Jamaican
Government has already
given its approval of the
transfer of control of
FLOW and Columbus
Networks Jamaica

Limited from Columbus
International to CWC,
which is the parent com-
pany of LIME.

However, CARICOM’s
Competition Commission
says, based on Article
176.1 of the Revised
Treaty of Chaguaramas, it
is of the view that the deal
could prejudice trade.

It says the deal could
also prevent, restrict or
distort competition within
the CARICOM Single

Market and Economy
with the possibility of
cross-border effects.

However, Technology
minister, Phillip Paulwell,
says he is confident that
Jamaica is on firm legal
footing in its decision to
approve the acquisition.

CARICOM’s
Competition Commission
has requested national
competition authorities
across the region to under-
take a preliminary exam-

ination of the deal and
provide the Commission
with a report within 30
days.

The Commission has
also written to the na-
tional telecommunications
regulators and govern-
ment ministries in each
Member State to request a
preliminary examination
of the potential impact of
the agreement on national
telecommunications mar-
kets.

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad  – Sustained low
oil and gas prices will con-
tinue to be a “major eco-
nomic challenge to
Trinidad and Tobago” this
year, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has
warned.

An IMF mission,headed
by Elie Canetti, was in
Trinidad and Tobago from
January 19 to 26 for a reg-
ular staff visit.

Canetti issued a state-
ment in Port of Spain at
the conclusion of the mis-
sion, which was released
on the IMF’s website yes-
terday.

“The recent changes in
the energy markets rep-
resent a major economic
challenge for Trinidad and
Tobago, whose exports are
heavily linked to these
markets. Although it is
difficult to know where
the markets will settle,
the drivers of energy price
declines appear likely to
endure.Therefore, we sup-

port the Government’s
prudent decision to pre-
pare revised budget plans
based on conservative
price assumptions,”
Canetti said in the state-
ment from the IMF, which
is based in Washington,
DC.

The statement is a pre-
liminary findings report
following the IMF team’s
visit to the country.

Oil prices fell US$1.78
to US$44.45 a barrel on
Wednesday – its lowest
settlement since March
2009.

The fund also advised
that the country should
further slice the billion-
dollar fuel subsidy.

“The case for policy
tightening remains intact
as the economy seems to
be close to, if not beyond,
full capacity. For that rea-
son, we agree with the au-
thorities’ goal of returning
to the original 2014/15
target of a fiscal deficit of
2.3 per cent, which, bar-

ring the emergence of fur-
ther downside risks, ap-
pears feasible.

“We reiterate our advice
to scale down fuel subsi-
dies, and note that the fall
in global energy prices
provides a unique oppor-
tunity to do this,” Canetti
said.

The report noted foreign
exchange shortages re-
main a critical issue, but
recent moves to tighten
monetary policy appear
appropriate.

“Shortages of foreign ex-
change remain a critical
headwind for the economy,
with businesses continu-
ing to report severe diffi-
culties in paying suppli-
ers. We are encouraged,
therefore, by the Central
Bank’s intention to in-
crease the size and fre-
quency of foreign ex-
change injections until the
backlog of orders is elimi-
nated. It will be essential
to continue to meet for-
eign exchange demands in
a timely manner in order
to restore the market’s

confidence,” Canetti
stated.

There has been progress
on the structural reform
front.

“Data provision by the
Central Statistical Office
(CSO) has materially im-
proved, but still falls short
of acceptable standards.
Therefore it will be impor-
tant that the pace of CSO
improvements is sus-
tained, and we encourage
the Government to press
ahead with its plans to put
the CSO on an independ-
ent and well-funded foot-
ing within 18 months.
There has also been fur-
ther progress on financial
reforms, while improve-
ments in easing the costs
of doing business have in-
deed been impressive,” the
IMF said.

It noted procurement
laws have been passed to
deal with corruption.

“Procurement legisla-
tion has also been passed
and, once implemented,
should help to improve ex-
penditure efficiency and

allay concerns regarding
corruption. However, im-
proving the functioning of
the civil service and reduc-
ing the distortions to the
labour market caused by
Government temporary
employment programmes
remain critical priorities,”
Canetti pointed out.

The IMF will hold more
discussions during its
2015 Article IV consulta-
tion later this year.

Economist at The
University of the West
Indies Dr Roger Hosein
said yesterday the IMF’s
information was not much
different from its last re-
port, with the exception of
the change in oil and gas
prices, and he was await-
ing a more comprehensive
report.

He said: “The IMF’s ad-
vice on diversification re-
mains the same that the
economy needs to be di-
versified, given the fact
that the price of oil and
the price of gas have been
moving downwards. It
also recognised that the

economy is at full capacity.
This is no doubt in refer-
ence to the fact that the
latest unemployment fig-
ures for the economy
stands at 3.1 per cent.”

“In moving the economy
forward, there will be need
for the Government to im-
plement more supply
sites, including finishing
the Point Fortin-to-San
Fernando highway (exten-
sion) and perhaps at some
point starting the Mayaro
to San Fernando
Highway.”

CCJ appeals to civil society
to push Governments to
become full members 

CCJ President, Sir Dennis
Byron

Low prices a major economic test for T&T, warns IMF

The IMF mission was
headed by Elie Canetti

LIME-FLOW deal could distort competition
in CSME, says Caricom Commission

Ten jurors banned
for life in Antigua
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DIRECTOR of the
Police Complaints
Authority (PCA) David
West  prepared a state-
ment to hand over to
the Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP)
Roger Gaspard, SC.

The statement provides
details on the
allegation that six days be-
fore his appointment as
PCA director,he was asked
by Attorney General
Anand Ramlogan to with-
draw his witness state-
ment in a defamation law-
suit relating to the failed
extradition involving
Section 34 applicants
Steve Ferguson and
Ishwar Galbaransingh, in
exchange for him being se-
lected for the job.

West is the former head
of the Central Authority
Unit that falls under the
purview of the office of the
Attorney General.

The defamation lawsuit
in which West is a witness
stemmed from statements
Ramlogan claimed
Opposition Leader, Dr
Keith Rowlemade during
a news conference on
November 8,2011,relating

to Justice Ronnie
Boodoosingh’s ruling in
which he quashed the
Attorney General’s deci-
sion to order the extradi-
tion of Ferguson and
Galbaransingh,arising out
of the Piarco International
Airport enquiry.

Ramlogan had initially
refused to confirm or deny
whether he had asked
West to withdraw the 
witness statement when
asked by the Sunday
Express last week but 
on Sunday via a news re-
lease he denied the allega-
tion.

“I wish to categorically
refute and deny the allega-
tion that I asked PCA
Chairman David West to
withdraw his witness
statement during a tele-
phone conversation that al-
legedly took place on
October 31,2014 or at any-
time thereafter,”
Ramlogan’s release stated.

Ramlogan has also
claimed that he was un-
aware he (West) was a wit-
ness in the matter until
December 22, 2014.

West’s witness state-
ment dated June 27, 2014

was filed in the High Court
on December 19 and re-
ceived by Ramlogan’s legal
team on December 22.

On Monday, West dis-
missed Ramlogan’s claim
via a release:“I David West
am a witness to a matter
between Anand Ramlogan
and Dr Keith Rowley
(CV2012-02948). On June
27, 2014 I submitted a
signed witness statement
to my attorneys on the said
matter. My witness state-
ment has since been in pos-
session of my attorneys
and was subsequently filed

on December 22,2014.The
content of the statement is
a matter of public record.
During this time frame
any individual with inter-
est in this particular mat-
ter would have been privy
to the list of witnesses and
would have known that I
am a witness in the matter.
I stand by my witness
statement and I am ready
to defend it under oath.”

Court documents corrob-
orate West’s statement
that Ramlogan’s legal
team was informed that
West was a witness in the

matter long before
December 22.

Express investigations
have revealed that the
Attorney General tele-
phoned West after midday
on October 31, 2014.

This call to West was the
second call that was regis-
tered on his cellphone from
Ramlogan on that same
day.

Ramlogan had tele-
phoned West earlier on the
morning of October 31, in-
forming him that he was
tipped to head the PCA fol-
lowing the resignation of

then director attorney
Gillian Lucky, who ac-
cepted a judgeship in
September last year.

However,at the time the
second telephone call was
made, the Office of the
President had already con-
tacted West on the same
day (October 31) schedul-
ing a meeting with him on
November 3 regarding his
appointment as PCA head.

The Express learned
that immediately following
the telephone conversation
with Ramlogan, West
sought legal advice.

A JAMAICA man who is
wanted in the United
States for his alleged in-
volvement in a lottery
scam ring that defrauded
elderly American citizens
of thousands of dollars
yesterday consented to
being extradited to that
country to stand trial.

He has been identified
as Damion Barrett, who
according to Jamaican law
enforcement sources, has
been a major player in the
deadly lottery scam.

Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) Paula
Llewellyn told The
Gleaner-Power 106
News Centre yesterday
afternoon that Barrett is
wanted in the Sourhern
District of Florida, where
he has been indicted on
two counts of wire fraud
charges.

Each count carries a

maximum of 30 years in
prison.

As a result, Llewellyn
said all documents relat-
ing to Barrett’s extradition
should be submitted to
Justice Minister Mark
Golding by the end of this
week for authorisation to
have the alleged scammer
handed over to US author-
ities.

She says the extradition
request from US law en-
forcement authorities al-
leges that between 2008
and 2012 Barrett and an-
other Jamaican, Oneike
Mickhale Barnett, con-
tacted elderly citizens in
the US and falsely in-
formed them that they
had won large sums of
money in a lottery.

Barnett has already
pleaded guilty to 
wire fraud charges in the
US.

THE Ministry of Health
in St. Vincent said on
Wednesday that tests con-
ducted by the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) have 
confirmed that a Nigerian
student who was admit-
ted to Milton Cato
Memorial Hospital earlier
this week has malaria,
as in-house tests had
shown.

The ministry further
said that the student has
since been discharged

from hospital on treat-
ment.

“The Ministry of
Health, Wellness and the
Environment can confirm
at this time that the pa-
tient has been discharged
from the hospital on
treatment. And, as a part
of the management
process, the professionals
at 
the Environmental
Management
Department are imple-
menting source reduction

activities in targeted
areas,” Neeka Anderson-
Isaacs, communications
officer in the ministry
said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The ministry said that
the results of both the in-
house spot testing and the
two blood samples sent to
the Trinidad-based
CARPHA have confirmed
the diagnosis of malaria.

The Nigerian student
was admitted on Monday,
and, as a precaution, hos-

pital officials cleared the
Accident and Emergency
Department of all ambu-
lant patients.

The move to clear the
unit triggered an Ebola
scare, with patients and
healthcare providers
scampering after the
Nigerian students
checked into the nation’s
major healthcare facility.

The ministry, however,
said that the student, who
has a history of malaria,
had suffered a relapse.

Police Complaints
Authority head
reports Attorney
General to DPP

Attorney General Anand Ramlogan 
David West, Director of the Police Complaints
Authority

TRINIDAD – Acting
Commissioner of Police
Stephen Williams ordered
an investigation into alle-
gations made against the
Attorney General by the

head of the Police
Complaints Authority.

A January 29 release
from the Police Service
said that the PCA head
David West visited

Williams at the Police
Administration Building
and presented him with a
signed statement mak-
ing an allegation of ‘an at-
tempt to pervert the

course of justice’ against
AG Anand Ramlogan.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police Harold 
Phillip will lead the inves-
tigation.

Acting Commissioner of Police: AG to face
probe into allegations of perversion of justice

for alleged witness tampering

J’can being extradicted
to US for lottery
scamming activities

Nigerian student with malaria
discharged from hospital in St. Vincent
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WORLD NEWS



THE United States
Government has sig-
nalled some discomfort
with Jamaica’s move to
decriminalise mari-
juana for specific uses.

According to assistant
secretary of the Bureau of
International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement
Affairs (INL), William R
Brownfield, there is a pos-
sibility that the move could
increase inflows of mari-
juana from Jamaica that
now accounts for 80 per
cent of ganja illegally
smuggled into that coun-
try.

Brownfield said that,
while the US must be toler-
ant of national policies to
combat the illicit trade of
ganja, Jamaica must be
mindful of international
drug treaties to which it is
a signatory.

Brownfield was respond-
ing to a question concern-
ing last Friday’s tabling of
the Dangerous Drugs
(Amendment) Act, 2015 in
the Jamaican Senate,
which seeks to, among

other things,decriminalise
ganja for medicinal, reli-
gious, and personal uses.
With the amendments, the
possession of small quanti-
ties of ganja, amounting to
two ounces or less, will be-
come a non-arrestable of-
fence.The Bill also seeks to
reform the monetary penal-
ties laid down by the Act.

“...With or without the 
legalisation of ganja, the
decriminalisation of
ganja... the importation of
ganja into the US remains
against the law and the
issue then is how much im-
pact will legalisation or de-
criminalisation have on
that.And, I can assure you
that, from the US side, we
will continue to pursue
maximum efforts to pre-
vent any import in the
United States and we will
request and expect com-
plete co-operation from law
enforcement authorities of
the Government of
Jamaica in eliminating this
sort of trafficking,”
Brownfield told journalists
Tuesday.

Jamaica has largely been
viewed by the US as a hub
for the cultivation of ganja
and a popular transit route
for drugs originating in
South America.

Brownfield cited exten-
sively the three drug-re-
lated international treaties
of 1961, 1971, and 1988
that codify internationally
acceptable control 
measures to prevent the
trafficking of narcotics
while ensuring their avail-
ability for scientific and me-
dicinal purposes.

“Jamaica like all... coun-
tries of the world does have
to address [their concerns],
within their own realities,
but at the same time accept
that they have ratified and,
therefore,have a legal obli-
gation to abide by the terms
of the three international
drug conventions,”
Brownfield said,even as he
acknowledged that the pos-
ture of the US has some-
what changed with the le-
galisation of ganja in the
federal district of
Washington,and the states

of Colorado, Oregon, and
Alaska.

“I would not necessarily
walk down the same road
that the governments of the
states of Colorado,
Washington, Oregon and
Alaska have elected to do.I
would not necessarily walk
down the same road that
some in the Government
and Parliament of Jamaica

are choosing to walk. That
said,my position was quite
clearly stated in the begin-
ning; we must have toler-
ance and accept that differ-
ent countries will address
their drug issues in differ-
ent ways so long as they are
committed to the funda-
mental purposes of the
three international conven-
tions and that is to reduce

the damage, to reduce the
harm and eventually to re-
duce the abuse of these
products, including
cannabis, or marijuana, or
ganja to the citizens of the
world,”Brownfield empha-
sised,pointing out that the
conventions have some de-
gree of flexibility as to how
countries address their do-
mestic drug issues.
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Assistant secretary of the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs (INL), William R Brownfield

KINGSTON, Jamaica – 
Justice Minister, Senator
Mark Golding, is seeking
to assure judges that
their current security
arrangements will re-
main in place despite an-
nounced changes to the
close-protection system.

On Wednesday,

National Security
Minister, Peter Bunting,
announced that only the
Governor General, the
Prime Minister, cabinet
ministers, the Leader of
the Opposition and for-
mer prime ministers will

be guaranteed this serv-
ice going forward.

Bunting said the as-
signment of Close
Protection Officers will
be based on recommen-
dations informed by
threat assessments.

Some judges have re-
acted with anger, claim-
ing that they have to deal
with criminals every day.

However, the Justice
Minister says Bunting
has assured him that cur-
rent arrangements will

continue although an as-
sessment is to be carried
out.

At present, bodyguards
travel with judges be-
tween their homes and
the courts.

However, judges have

to stand the cost of secur-
ing their homes.

Meanwhile, the Police
High Command and the
Chief Justice are 
reportedly to hold discus-
sions on issues related to
strengthening the 
protection afforded to
judges.

MEXICO CITY – Injured
and bleeding,mothers car-
rying infants fled from a
maternity hospital shat-
tered by a powerful gas ex-
plosion yesterday, and res-
cuers swung sledgeham-
mers to break through
fallen concrete in hunt for
others who may have been
trapped.

At least two people were
killed and 56 injured, said
Claudia Dominguez,
spokeswoman for Mexico
City’s civil defense agency.
Officials earlier said at
least four had been killed.

Thirty-five-year-old
Felicitas Hernandez wept
as she frantically ques-
tioned people outside the
mostly collapsed building,

hoping for word of her
month-old baby, who had
been hospitalized since
birth with respiratory
problems.

“They wouldn’t let me
sleep with him,” said
Hernandez, who said she
had come to the city-run
Maternity and Children’s
Hospital of Cuajimalpa be-
cause she had no money.

The explosion occurred
when the tanker was mak-
ing a routine, early morn-
ing delivery of gas to the
hospital kitchen and gas
started to leak. Witnesses
said the tanker workers
struggled frantically for 15
or 20 minutes to repair the
leak while a large cloud of
gas formed.

“The hose broke.The two
gas workers tried to stop
it,but they were very nerv-
ous.They yelled for people
to get out,”said Laura Diaz
Pacheco,a laboratory tech-
nician.

“Everyone’s initial reac-
tion was to go inside, away
from the gas,” she added.
“Maybe as many as 10 of
us were able to get out ...
The rest stayed inside.”

Workers on the truck
yelled: “Call the firefight-
ers, call the firefighters!”
said 66-year-old anesthe-
siologist Agustin Herrera.
People started to evacuate
the hospital, and then
came the massive explo-
sion that sent up an enor-
mous fireball.

US official cautions
Jamaica on ganja
legalisation

Justice Minister assures judges they will be secured 
– only politicians to keep automatic right to police bodyguards

Gas blast wrecks Mexico children’s
hospital, at least 2 dead

The explosion occurred when the tanker was making a routine, early morn-
ing delivery of gas to the hospital kitchen and gas started to leak.
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MALAYSIA’S civil avi-
ation authority issued
a statement yesterday
officially declaring the
passengers and crew of
Malaysia Airlines
Flight 370 deceased
and saying the disap-
pearance of the Boeing
777 on March 8, 2014
was an accident.

The declaration by
Malaysia’s Department of
Civil Aviation clears legal
hurdles to the airline
making compensation
payments to the victims
of tragic aviation mystery.

Civil aviation chief
Azharuddin Abdul
Rahman said yesterday
that the search for the jet
“remains a priority”.

In a pre-recorded mes-

sage broadcast on
Malaysian television he
said “it is with the heavi-
est heart and deepest sor-
row that we officially de-
clare Malaysia Airlines
Flight MH370 an acci-
dent”.

He said all 239 passen-
gers and crew on board
are presumed to have lost
their lives.

A year of search efforts
in the Indian Ocean
yielded nothing but a se-
ries of false leads.
Rahman reiterated inves-
tigators’ belief that avail-
able data supports the
conclusion that Flight 370
crashed into the southern
Indian Ocean, but he ac-
knowledged the investiga-
tion has been limited by a

total lack of physical evi-
dence.

At the end of October,
two Malaysian children
sued Malaysia Airlines
and the government over
the loss of their father on
Flight 370, the first law-
suit filed in the country
by relatives of those
aboard the jetliner that
mysteriously disappeared
eight months ago.

Jee Kinson, 13, and Jee
Kinland, 11, accused the
civil aviation department
of negligence for failing to
try and contact the plane
within a reasonable time
after it disappeared from
radar while flying from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing
on March 8 with 239 peo-
ple on board.

The suit filed at the
Kuala Lumpur High
Court alleges the airline
was negligent and failed
to take all due measures
to ensure a safe flight. It
also named the directors-
general of civil aviation
and immigration, the
country’s air force chief
and the government as re-
spondents and alleged
they committed gross neg-
lect and breach of duty.

“We have waited for
eight months.After speak-
ing to various experts, we
believe we have sufficient
evidence for a strong case.
A big plane missing in
this age of technology is
really unacceptable,” their
lawyer Arunan Selvaraj
said.

JAKARTA, Indonesia –
Indonesian investigators
announced yesterday the
co-pilot of the crashed
AirAsia jet was in control
when he struggled to re-
cover the aircraft as stall
warnings sounded.

The Airbus A320-200
crashed into the Java Sea
Dec. 28, halfway from
Indonesia’s city of
Surabaya to Singapore.
All 162 people on board
were killed.

Chief investigator of
the National
Transportation Safety
Committee Marjono
Siswosuwarno said that
the cockpit voice record-
ing indicated that the co-
pilot, French national
Remi Emmanuel Plesel,
was flying the plane
while Indonesian Capt.
Iriyanto was monitoring.

Iryanto, who like many
Indonesians uses a single
name, was a former
fighter pilot with more
than 20,500 flying hours,
while less experienced
Plesel had about 6,000
hours.

Siswosuwarno said the
black boxes retrieved
from the seabed provided
a pretty clear picture of
what went wrong in the
last moments of AirAsia
Flight 8501, as the plane
was struggling to recover
and stall warnings
sounded until the end of
the recording.

“However, we are still
examining many other
things on the issues,”
Siswosuwarno told a
news conference.

Another investigator,
Ertata Lananggalih, said
that based on the voice
recorder, the captain was
monitoring and commu-
nicating with air traffic
control while Plesel was
flying the plane.

“But it is normal prac-
tices, both pilots can ex-
change their roles with
each other,” said
Lananggalih.

Investigators con-
cluded that the plane was
in airworthy condition
prior to the crash.

Both flight and cockpit
data recorders showed
that the jet was stabilised
cruising at the height of
32,000 feet before the
pilot contacted ground
control saying they were

turning left, and a
minute later sought per-
mission to climb to
38,000 feet. The ATC at
Jakarta’s Sukarno-Hatta
airport asked them to
stand by.

The voice recorder cap-
tures all conversations
between the pilots and
with air traffic con-
trollers, as well as any
noises heard in the cock-
pit, including possible
alarms or explosions.The
flight data recorder saves
information on the posi-
tion and condition of al-
most every major part in
the plane, including alti-
tude, airspeed, direction,
engine thrust, the rate of
ascent or descent and
what up-or-down angle
the plane was pointed.

Siswosuwarno said
that the weather satellite
images at the time
showed a formation of
storm clouds reaching up
to 44,000 feet. He added
that flight data showed
that the jet was in a dan-
gerously fast climb and
stalled before going down
slowly into the last posi-
tion of 24,000 feet high
recorded on the radar.

He said investigators
were still looking into
whether turbulence or
updrafts contributed to
the plane’s drastic climb
as repeated stall warn-
ings were heard clearly
on the cockpit recording
within four minutes until
the end of the recording
since the plane reached
more than 8 degrees of its
pitch angle.

Indonesia Minister of
Transportation Ignasius
Jonan has said previ-
ously that radar data
showed the Airbus A320
was climbing at an abnor-
mally high rate, about
6,000 feet a minute be-
fore it disappeared.

“In many cases, the en-
gine is not strong enough
to fly in this high angle,”
Siswosuwarno said.

Indonesian rescuers
have retrieved 72 bodies,
with the last two found
drifting Wednesday off
Sulawesi island.
Unconfirmed reports said
another body was discov-
ered yesterday about
1,000 kilometres (620
miles) east of the crash
scene.

Co-pilot was flying
AirAsia plane when
it went down,
investigators say 

PARIS – Police detained
and questioned an 8-
year-old boy from the
south of France who
claimed to support the
men who attacked the
satirical weekly Charlie
Hebdo, drawing criticism
yesterday that France’s
measures to prevent peo-
ple from defending ter-
rorism have gone over-
board.

Dozens of people have
been arrested and ac-
cused of defending terror-
ism since the attacks,
with some already draw-
ing years-long prison
terms in special expe-
dited court proceedings.
But the child from the
southern city of Nice ap-
pears to be the youngest

by far.
The boy declared: “The

French must be killed. I
am with the terrorists.
The Muslims did well,
and the journalists got
what they deserved,”
Fabienne Lewandowski,
deputy director for public
security in the Alpes-
Maritimes region, told
the media. She said the
child also refused to take
part in the national
minute of silence for the
victims in early January.

A correspondent re-
ported, across France,
that an estimated 200
students refused to stand
in silence when the call
came in their schools.

While few defended the
killings, some students

said they were angry that
the newspaper had
printed cartoons of the
prophet Muhammad, and
so believed the murdered
cartoonists did not merit
respect. The refusals
shocked many teachers,
and sparked lively debate
among students – and
even a few tussles.

The storming of the
newspaper offices left 12
people dead and
launched three days of
terror in the Paris region
that killed a total of 20
people, including the
gunmen. The school di-
rector brought a com-
plaint against the child
on Jan. 21 and he was
questioned that day with
his father and a lawyer

present.
“The reason we ques-

tioned him was to deter-
mine what could have in-
fluenced, what could
have driven this child to
say something like this,”
Lewandowski said. “It’s a
shame that it happened
in a formal questioning,
but given what he said it
was necessary to go fur-
ther than usual.”

Sefen Guez Guez, a
lawyer for the family,
said the decision to ques-
tion the child at a police
station that day shows a
“collective hysteria”.

“An 8-year-old does not
belong in a police station.
This is disproportionate
and completely unreal,”
he said.

France cops detain boy, 8, over ‘terrorist’ remarks

Malaysia declares flight MH370
disappearance an ‘accident’

A woman writes a message on a dedication board for the victims of the downed Malaysia Airlines Flight
MH17 airliner and the missing Flight MH370, in Subang Jaya outside Kuala Lumpur July 23, 2014.
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SCIENTISTS tracking
the Ebola outbreak in
Guinea say the virus has
mutated.

Researchers at the
Institut Pasteur in
France, which first identi-
fied the outbreak last
March, are investigating
whether it could have be-
come more contagious.

More than 22,000 peo-
ple have been infected
with Ebola and 8,795
have died in Guinea,
Sierra Leone and Liberia.

Scientists are starting
to analyse hundreds of
blood samples from Ebola
patients in Guinea.

They are tracking how
the virus is changing and
trying to establish
whether it’s able to jump
more easily from person
to person

“We know the virus is
changing quite a lot,” said
human geneticist Dr
Anavaj Sakuntabhai.

“That’s important for
diagnosing (new cases)
and for treatment. We
need to know how the
virus (is changing) to
keep up with our enemy.”

It’s not unusual for

viruses to change over a
period time. Ebola is an
RNA virus – like HIV and
influenza – which have a
high rate of mutation.
That makes the virus
more able to adapt and
raises the potential for it
to become more conta-
gious.

“We’ve now seen sev-
eral cases that don’t have
any symptoms at all,
asymptomatic cases,”
said Anavaj
Sakuntabhai.

“These people may be
the people who can
spread the virus better,
but we still don’t know
that yet. A virus can
change itself to less
deadly, but more conta-
gious and that’s some-
thing we are afraid of.”

But Professor Jonathan
Ball, a virologist at the
University of
Nottingham, says it’s still
unclear whether more
people are actually not
showing symptoms in
this outbreak compared
with previous ones.

“We know asympto-
matic infections occur…
but whether we are see-

ing more of it in the cur-
rent outbreak is difficult
to ascertain,” he said.

“It could simply be a
numbers game, that the
more infection there is
out in the wider popula-
tion, then obviously the
more asymptomatic infec-
tions we are going to see.”

Another common con-
cern is that while the
virus has more time and
more “hosts” to develop
in, Ebola could mutate
and eventually become
airborne.

There is no evidence to
suggest that is happen-
ing. The virus is still only
passed through direct
contact with infected peo-
ple’s body fluids.

Infectious disease ex-
pert Professor David
Heyman said, “No blood
borne virus, for example
HIV or Hepatitis B, has
ever shown any indica-
tion of becoming air-
borne. The mutation
would need to be major.”

Virologist Noel Tordo is
in the process of setting
up a new from the
Institut Pasteur in the
Guinea capital Conakry.

He said,
“At the moment, not

enough has been done in
terms of the evolution of
the virus both geograph-
ically and in the human
body, so we have to learn
more. But something has
shown that there are mu-
tations.

“For the moment, the
way of transmission is
still the same. You just
have to avoid contact
(with a sick person), but
as a scientist you can’t
predict it won’t change.
Maybe it will.”

Researchers are using
a method called genetic
sequencing to track
changes in the genetic
make-up of the virus. So
far they have analysed
around 20 blood samples
from Guinea. Another
600 samples are being
sent to the labs in the
coming months.

A previous similar
study in Sierra Leone
showed the Ebola virus
mutated considerably in
the first 24 days of the
outbreak, according to
the World Health
Organisation.

It said: “This certainly
does raise a lot of scien-
tific questions about
transmissibility, response
to vaccines and drugs, use
of convalescent plasma.

“However, many gene
mutations may not have
any impact on how the
virus responds to drugs
or behaves in human pop-
ulations.”

‘Global problem’
The research in Paris

will also help give scien-
tists a clearer insight into
why some people survive
Ebola, and others don’t.
The survival rate of the
current outbreak is
around 40 per cent.

It’s hoped this will help
scientists developing vac-
cines to protect people
against the virus.

Researchers at the
Institut Pasteur are cur-
rently developing two
vaccines which they hope
will be in human trials by
the end of the year.

One is a modification of
the widely used measles
vaccine, where people are
given a weakened and
harmless form of the

virus which in turn trig-
gers an immune re-
sponse. That response
fights and defeats the dis-
ease if someone comes
into contact with it.

The idea, if it proves
successful, would be that
the vaccine would protect
against both measles and
Ebola.

“We’ve seen now this is
a threat that can be quite
large and can extend on a
global scale,” said
Professor James Di
Santo, and immunologist
at the Institut.

“We’ve learned this
virus is not a problem of
Africa, it’s a problem for
everyone.”

He added: “This partic-
ular outbreak may wane
and go away, but we’re
going to have another in-
fectious outbreak at some
point, because the places
where the virus hides in
nature, for example in
small animals, is still a
threat for humans in the
future.

“The best type of re-
sponse we can think of…
is to have vaccination of
global populations.”

Ebola outbreak: Virus mutating, scientists warn

JALINGO, Nigeria –
Youths angry at the
Nigerian govern-
ment’s failure to fight
Islamic extremists
threw stones yester-
day at President
Goodluck Jonathan’s
electioneering convoy
in the eastern town of
Jalingo, breaking
windshields and win-
dows on several vehi-
cles.

Police used tear gas
and whips to disperse the
mob.

From Jalingo,
Jonathan flew to Yola,
capital of Adamawa state,
where officials had de-
clared the route of his
motorcade a no-go area.
The presidential caval-
cade already had been
stoned in northern
Katsina city and north-
east Bauchi last week.
Youths in Bauchi flung
shoes and plastic bottles
at Jonathan’s podium at
a rally.

In Jalingo, soldiers
guarded billboards and
posters of Jonathan, who
is running for re-election
on Feb. 14. Protesters
shouted that the troops
should instead be fight-
ing the Boko Haram in-
surgents blamed for the

deaths of some 10,000
people in the past year.

“Why are they using
soldiers and other secu-
rity operatives? They
should be deployed to
Sambisa and fight with

Boko Haram, not with in-
nocent civilians,” one
youth yelled as he tore
down a poster of a smil-
ing Jonathan.

Sambisa Forest is
where the insurgents

have camps and where
they are believed to be
holding some of the 276
schoolgirls abducted from
a boarding school in the
remote town of Chibok in
April – a mass kidnap-

ping that brought inter-
national outrage.

Dozens of the girls es-
caped on their own but
219 remain missing, a re-
minder of the failures of
Nigeria’s government

and military.
At a rally in Yola,

Jonathan promised his
government will do more
to help some of the mil-
lion-plus people driven
from their homes in the
5-year-old insurgency.

“We are totally commit-
ted to the liberation of
Adamawa state,”
Jonathan pledged. But
Adamawa state legislator
Adamu Kamale com-
plained Wednesday that
seven villages and
Michika town have been
under attack by Boko
Haram since last week
and that he has appealed
in vain for soldiers to
come and fight the ex-
tremists.

It is unclear if dis-
placed people will be able
to vote. Hundreds of
thousands have fled
across borders. And it is
not known how many re-
main trapped in more
than 100 northeastern
village and towns held by
the insurgents.

Nigeria’s home-grown
Boko Haram group has
been attacking
Cameroonian villages
and troops, broadening
the conflict and raising
fears among Nigeria’s
neighbours.

Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan points as he speaks to supporters in Yola, Nigeria, Thursday, Jan. 29,
2015. Youths angry at the Nigerian government’s failure to fight Islamic extremists threw stones at
President Goodluck Jonathan’s electioneering convoy in the eastern town of Jalingo, breaking windshields
and windows on several vehicles.

Angry youths stone Nigerian leader’s convoy
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ADDIS Ababa – South
Sudan’s president and
rebel leader met yes-
terday for the latest
round of peace talks
mediated by East
African leaders aimed
at ending their 13-
month-old civil war.

President Salva Kiir
and rebel leader Riek
Machar, whose rival
armies continue to clash
met face-to-face, met
alongside presidents
from the East African re-
gional IGAD bloc in the
Ethiopian capital Addis
Ababa.

Kiir “is doing his duties
trying to restore peace”,
his spokesman Ateny
Wek Ateny told re-
porters, dismissing re-
ports Kiir was unable to
attend talks because he
had been sick.

“The meeting... was
aimed at narrowing the
gap in the negotiations
in an attempt to arrive
at finding a peaceful so-
lution,” Ateny added.

But full talks with re-
gional leaders, initially
expected today, were
postponed until an
African Union summit
opening today in Addis
Ababa ends on Saturday.

Machar, asked by the
media if there had been
progress as talks broke
yesterday, replied only:
“Not yet.”

South Sudan Foreign
Minster Barnaba Marial

Benjamin said that peace
does not come “in an
hour”, and that negotia-
tions would continue.

Six broken ceasefires
The rivals last met ear-

lier this month in
Tanzania, where they
signed a sixth ceasefire
deal within a year, and
also promised to “make a

public apology to the peo-
ple of South Sudan for
what has happened”
since war broke in
December 2013.

Since then, fighting
has continued and diplo-
mats have been growing
increasingly impatient
with the peace talks held
in luxury hotels, with
delegates accused of

being out of touch with
the suffering back home.

The country divided
along ethnic lines and set
off a cycle of retaliatory
battles and massacres
across the country that
have left tens of thou-
sands dead and pushed
the country to the brink
of famine.

All previous agree-

ments to end more than a
year of violence – marked
by massacres, gang rape
and child soldier recruit-
ment – collapsed within
days if not hours.

Rebel military
spokesman Lul Ruai
Koang said in a state-
ment yesterday that gov-
ernment troops were ad-
vancing in eastern

Jonglei state.
He also warned that

the rebel force would cre-
ate “the largest mass
grave” for any troops who
continued attacking.

“Any attempt... at in-
vading our areas will
meet strong resistance,”
Koang said.

Analysts warned that
deals struck on paper
have remained far from
implementation on bat-
tlefields.

“The regional organi-
sations that seek to me-
diate have been unsuc-
cessful, in part because
members have compet-
ing interests,” the
International Crisis
Group (ICG) said in a re-
port yesterday.

The IGAD-mediated
talks have “narrowly fo-
cused on Kiir and
Machar... despite the
fragmentation and pro-
liferation of armed
groups”.

More than two dozen
armed forces – including
ragtag militia, rebels
from neighbouring
Sudan’s Darfur region,
as well as Ugandan
troops backing Kiir – are
involved in fighting.

South Sudan, the
world’s youngest nation,
has been locked in civil
war since December
2013 when Kiir accused
his sacked deputy
Machar of attempting a
coup.

South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir (left) exchanges signed documents with South Sudanese rebel leader
Riek Machar in northern Tanzania’s town of Arusha on January 21, 2015.

POLICE in Ivory Coast
have set up a special unit
to investigate a series of
suspected ritual killings
of children.

More than 20 children
have been kidnapped and
killed across the country
in recent weeks and most
of the bodies have shown
signs of mutilation.

Police said 1,500 offi-
cers and soldiers would be
patrolling “known danger
spots” in the main city,
Abidjan, including areas
around schools.

Unicef has criticised

what it says is a culture of
impunity in Ivory Coast.

The UN children’s
agency says there has
been a repeated failure to
investigate crimes
against children and it
has called on the govern-
ment to address “a gen-
eral sense of scare in the
population” about the at-
tacks.

Police say they are in-
volving the UN agency in
their investigation. They
have also set up a hotline
for the public to call if
they have any relevant

information.
The mother of one of

the victims, who was
found with no head and
with several other body
parts missing, told the
media: “I think it could be
a ritual crime. I’m asking
the authorities to do
something about what is
happening.

“I lost my child but I do
not want to just cross my
arms because this can
happen to other people.”

Election link?
Local media reports

have suggested the per-
petrators may believe
they gain power from rit-
ual killings.

“These are mystical and
occult practices,” Didier
Kobenan, an electrician
in Abidjan, told journal-
ists.

“This is about black
magic and they need
these human sacrifices to
get money and power.”

Reports claim there
was a similar spate of sus-
pected ritual killings in
Ivory Coast in the run-up
to elections in 2006 and

2010.
The next presidential

election is due to take
place late this year al-
though the Ivorian au-
thorities have rejected
suggestions of a link with
the latest killings.

Interior Minister
Hamed Bakayoko said:
“There is still no proof
that any of these crimes
are linked.

“We have these ritual
crimes and we know very
well the type of criminal
who commits them in
other countries.They do it

to get power and money.”
One father in Abidjan

told the media: “I am re-
ally afraid because this
could happen to us too. I
have taken measures, I
have talked to the maids
and to those working in
my house. I told them not
to let my son alone.”

Graca Simon, who man-
ages a school in the city,
said: “We have been more
vigilant. We have taken
the names of all accompa-
nying children.And secu-
rity has been reinforced
at the entrance.”

Ivorian police unit to investigate suspected ritual killings

A FRENCH man wanted
in connection with the
deadly terrorist attacks in
Paris has been extradited
from Bulgaria to France
where he is facing
charges of links to terror-
ism, judicial officials say.

Fritz-Joly Joachin, a

Muslim convert of
Haitian origin, was ar-
rested by Bulgarian po-
lice on January 1st on an
unrelated warrant while
trying to cross from
Bulgaria into Turkey.

French police say the
19-year-old was an associ-

ate of the Kouachi broth-
ers who killed 12 people
in an attack on January
7th against the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo.

Mr Joachin is accused
of participating in an or-
ganised crime group with
a terrorist aim and links

to a network feeding
fighters to Syria.The con-
struction worker, who had
no previous criminal con-
victions, was travelling
with a man who was al-
legedly part of a Islamist
network in Paris, accord-
ing to his European ar-

rest warrant.
Seventeen people were

killed in Paris in three
days of violence that
began with the storming
of the offices of Charlie
Hebdo on January 7th by
the brothers Cherif and
Said Kouachi. The broth-

ers were shot dead by
French security forces
after they took refuge in a
print works outside Paris.

Officials said Mr
Joachin had arrived in
France on Thursday and
is expected to appear be-
fore a judge shortly.

South Sudan rivals meet for peace talks in Ethiopia

Bulgaria extradites French man linked to Charlie Hebdo attack
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JORDAN has de-
manded proof that a
military pilot held by
Islamic State mili-
tants is alive before
moving ahead with
any possible swap to
bring about his re-
lease.

The militants have ap-
parently threatened to
kill the air force pilot,
Lieutenant Muath al-
Kaseasbeh, by sunset
Iraqi time unless Jordan
frees an Iraqi woman
from death row and de-
livers her to the Turkish
border.

The woman, Sajida al-
Rishawi, was involved in
deadly Amman hotel
bombings a decade ago.

Jordanian government
spokesman Mohammed
al-Momani said al-
Rishawi is stil l  in
Jordan, raising doubts
that the sunset deadline
can be met.

He said: “We want to
see a proof of life of the
Jordanian pilot and then
we can talk about the ex-
change.”

Audio message
An IS audio message,

read in English by a
voice the Japanese gov-
ernment says is proba-
bly that of  another
hostage, Kenji Goto, was
released Wednesday
night after Jordan of-
fered to hand over al-
Rishawi in exchange for
Lt al-Kaseasbeh.

The recording said
Jordan must present al-
Rishawi at the Turkish
border tonight in ex-
change for Mr Goto’s life
or the pilot would be
killed. It was not clear

what Mr Goto’s fate
would be if the woman
was not returned.

The message said the
deadline was sundown
in Mosul, Iraq, the
largest city held by the
militant group.

In Tokyo, government
spokesman Yoshihide
Suga said officials were
in close communications
with the Jordanian gov-
ernment. He said Japan
was doing its utmost to
free Mr Goto, working
with nations in the re-
gion including Turkey,
Jordan and Israel.

Online ultimatum
Efforts to free Lt al-

Kaseasbeh and Mr Goto
gained urgency after an
apparent online ultima-
tum on Tuesday claimed
that IS would kill both
hostages within 24
hours if Jordan did not
free al-Rishawi.

The crisis began last
week with the release of
a video by IS showing
Mr Goto and another
Japanese hostage,
Haruna Yukawa, kneel-
ing in orange jumpsuits
with a masked man who
threatened to kill them
within 72 hours unless
Japan paid a $200 mil-
lion ransom.

That demand has
since shifted to one for
the release of  al-
Rishawi. The militants
have reportedly killed
Mr Yukawa (42), al-
though that has not
been confirmed.

“This heinous terror-
ist act is totally unfor-
givable,” prime minister
Shinzo Abe said in par-
liament yesterday.

Mr Goto, a freelance
journalist, was captured
in October in Syria, ap-
parently while trying to
rescue Mr Yukawa, who
was taken hostage last
summer.

Mother pleads
In Tokyo, Mr Goto’s

mother Junko Ishido has
been desperately plead-
ing for the government
to save her son.

“I know Mr Abe is
someone who can handle
this matter. I trust Mr
Abe and I can do nothing
but rely on him,” she
said.

Releasing the would-
be hotel bomber linked
to al-Qaeda would
breach Jordan’s usual
hardline approach to the
extremists and set a
precedent for negotiat-
ing with them.

It would also be a coup
for IS, which has already
overrun large parts of
neighbouring Syria and
Iraq. Jordan is part of a
US-led military alliance
that has carried out air
strikes against the ex-
tremist group in Syria
and Iraq in recent
months.

IS has not publicly de-
manded prisoner re-
leases before and
Jordan’s main ally, the
United States, opposes
negotiations with ex-
tremists.

Jordanian King
Abdullah II faces grow-
ing domestic pressure to
bring the pilot home.
The pilot’s father said he
had met Jordan’s king,
who he said assured him
that “everything will be
fine”.

Jordan seeks proof
from Islamic State
that hostage is alive 

NORTH Korea de-
manded $10 billion (!8.8
billion) in cash and half
a million tons of food in
2009 as a precondition
of holding a summit
with the South, former
South Korean president
Lee Myung-bak said,
adding that he refused
to pay anything for hold-
ing talks.

A predecessor, Kim
Dae-jung, held the first
summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong

Il in 2000 and was cred-
ited with bringing in a
period of warming ties,
an achievement that
was tarnished later by a
revelation that he
helped channel $500
million (!442 million) to
the North.

The two Koreas re-
main technically at war
because their 1950-53
war ended in a truce, not
a peace treaty.

Mr Lee, president
from 2008 to 2013, said

in a book to be published
next week that he re-
jected the North’s terms.

“The document looked
like some sort of stan-
dardised ‘summit bill’
with its list of assistance
we had to provide and
the schedule written
up,” Mr Lee said.

The document referred
to a list sent from the
North “as a condition for
a summit” that included
400,000 tons of  rice,
100,000 tons of corn,

300,000 tons of fertiliser
and $10 billion (!8.8 bil -
lion) in capital the North
would use to set up a
bank.

“We shouldn’t be hag-
gling for a summit,” Mr
Lee wrote.

Kim Dae-jung’s suc-
cessor, Roh Moo-hyun,
met Kim Jong Il for a
second summit in 2007.

Kim Jong Il continued
to push for a summit
with the South before he
died in late 2011, but it

did not materialise be-
cause he refused to ac-
knowledge a 2010 tor-
pedo attack on a South
Korean naval vessel, Mr
Lee said in the book.

Mr Lee, a conservative
who pushed Pyongyang
to abandon its nuclear
weapons programme,
left office without meet-
ing the North’s leader.

The Cheonan was tor-
pedoed in 2010, killing
46 sailors.

South Korea blamed

the North which denied
any involvement.

Both Kim Jong Il ’s
successor, Kim Jong Un,
and current South
Korean President Park
Geun-hye said this
month they were open to
the idea of talks.

Yesterday North
Korea demanded the
lifting of sanctions im-
posed by Mr Lee’s gov-
ernment after the 2010
sinking as a condition
for resuming dialogue.

North Korea demanded $10 billion in cash for summit with south

GAZA – The main U.N.
aid agency in the Gaza
Strip said a lack of inter-
national funding had
forced it to suspend pay-
ments to tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians for
repairs to homes dam-
aged in last summer’s
war.

“People are literally
sleeping amongst the rub-
ble, children have died of
hypothermia,” Robert
Turner, Gaza director of
operations for the United
Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), said in
a statement.

He said UNRWA re-
ceived only $135 million
(89.56 million pounds) of
the $720 million pledged
by donors to its cash as-
sistance programme for
96,000 refugee families
whose homes were dam-
aged or destroyed in the
50-day conflict between
the Hamas Islamist
movement and Israel.

“It is unclear why this
funding has not been
forthcoming,” Turner
said, without identifying
where the shortfall was
coming from.“While some
funds remain available to
begin the reconstruction
of totally destroyed
homes, the agency has ex-
hausted all funding to
support repairs and
rental subsidies.”

So far, he said, UNRWA
has provided more than
$77 million to 66,000 fam-
ilies to repair their homes
or find temporary alter-
natives, but now due to a
lack of funds the agency
“has been forced to sus-
pend its cash assistance
programme”.

Little of the total $5.4
billion pledged for Gaza’s
reconstruction at a Cairo
conference of interna-
tional donors last October
has reached the territory,
and thousands of
Palestinians have been

sheltering in tents near
destroyed homes.

Thousands more have
been living in damaged
buildings, using plastic
sheeting to try to keep out
the rain. Around 20,000
displaced are still being
housed in U.N.-run
schools.

Hamas and other fac-
tions have warned that
fighting with Israel could
resume unless rebuilding
was stepped up.

“People are desperate
and the international
community cannot even
provide the bare mini-
mum – for example a re-
paired home in winter –
let alone a lifting of the
blockade, access to mar-
kets or freedom of move-
ment,” Turner said.

He said UNRWA ur-
gently required $100 mil-
lion in the first quarter of
20015 to repair minor
damage to homes and for
rental subsidies.

UN aid agency runs out of
funds to aid Palestinian families

The UN relief and works agency said it had provided more than $77 million to
66,000 Palestinian families in Gaza to repair homes or find temporary alterna-
tives.
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POP star Taylor Swift said her
Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts were hacked on

Tuesday, but the rogue posts were
quickly removed from the social
media services.

The 25-year-old “Shake It Off”
singer, whose album “1989” has been
atop the charts for the past three
months, has built a following of young
fans through social media and has the
fourth-most popular Twitter account
with 51.4 million followers.

“My Twitter got hacked but don’t
worry, Twitter is deleting the hacker
tweets and locking my account until
they can figure out how this happened
and get me new passwords,” said a
statement posted on Swift’s personal
Tumblr page.

“Never a dull moment,” the state-
ment added before another posting
said that Swift’s Instagram account
had been hacked as well.

Swift’s publicist did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.
Twitter Inc. and Facebook Inc.-owned
Instagram did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment on
whether Swift’s accounts had been
hacked.

The Grammy winner was back to
tweeting two hours after the hacking,
in which users were asked to follow
two accounts that Twitter now lists as
suspended.

“Cause the hackers gonna hack,
hack, hack, hack, hack ...,” Swift
tweeted, mimicking the lyrics to her
hit “Shake It Off”.

JOAN RIVERS’ daughter filed a mal-
practice lawsuit on Monday against the
New York medical clinic that treated
her mother days before her death, say-
ing doctors there posed for selfies with
their sedated celebrity patient even as
her vital signs were plunging.

Rivers, who was 81, suffered a loss of
oxygen to her brain on Aug. 28 while
physicians at the Yorkville Endoscopy
centre in Manhattan were performing
procedures to examine her throat and
vocal cords, and she died a week later
at a New York hospital.

The lawsuit said the doctors were not
adequately trained to recognise and
deal with the type of emergency airway

obstruction suffered by Rivers and that
they failed to detect her deteriorating
vital signs while she was in their care.

Moreover, the complaint says the out-
patient clinic allowed a doctor whose
presence was unauthorised to twice
conduct a procedure that Rivers had
not consented to, a trans-nasal laryn-
goscopy, in which a scope is passed
through sinus passages into the larynx.

It was during a repeat of that proce-
dure, according to the lawsuit, that
Rivers’ already dangerously low blood
pressure and heart rate fell further as
her airway became so constricted that
she could no longer breathe.

Apparently unaware at that point of

Rivers’ declining condition, one doctor
took out his cell phone and snapped
photos of himself with the doctor per-
forming the laryngoscopy on Rivers
while she was sedated, the lawsuit said.

As Rivers’ condition grew dire and
doctors struggled to restore her breath-
ing, the physician who conducted the
laryngoscopy left the room because she
knew she was not permitted to be there
“and wanted to avoid getting caught,”
the complaint alleged. It also said clinic
staff were slow in calling 911 for emer-
gency help.

The malpractice case was filed by
Rivers’ only child, her daughter
Melissa, in New York state Supreme

Court seeking unspecified compensa-
tory and punitive damages. It names
Yorkville, its parent company and five
physicians as defendants.

Yorkville Endoscopy declined 
comment on the lawsuit.

Earlier this month a government
health agency, the Centres for Medicare
& Medicaid Services, cited the Yorkville
clinic for failing to follow standard pro-
tocols during its treatment of Rivers,
including some lapses alleged by the
lawsuit.

The clinic was given until March to
correct its deficiencies or face revoca-
tion of its federal accreditation and
funding.

Taylor Swift performs in Times Square on New Year’s Eve in New York on
December 31, 2014.

Taylor Swift says
Twitter, Instagram
accounts were hacked

New York clinic that treated comic Joan Rivers sued over her death
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“BIRDMAN,” a satirical film about acting in
the unforgiving world of show business, won
top honours from Hollywood’s actors on
Sunday in an important show of support for
its march toward the best picture Oscar.

The actors from “Birdman” won the best ensemble
cast in a motion picture from the Screen Actors Guild
the day after the film from Mexican director
Alejandro G. Inarritu prevailed at the Producers
Guild awards.

While the SAG award for the best ensemble cast
does not always translate to a best picture win at the
Academy Awards, it does indicate that actors, the
largest voting bloc for the Oscars, favour it over an-
other strong contender, the coming of age tale
“Boyhood.”

Michael Keaton, whose own uneven career trajec-
tory mirrors the travails of “Birdman” protagonist
Riggan Thomson, said he was sure the 100 000 SAG
members found a kindred spirit in the film.

“I think actors loved this movie for showing the
courage the actors had, going out there and laying it
out on the line,” Keaton said backstage. “I think that
is why respectfully they thought as a group we de-
served to win the prize.”

“Birdman” could cement its front-runner status for
the February 22 Academy Awards if it takes the top
Directors Guild Award in two weeks.

The individual acting Oscars appear to be sewn up
after the SAG awards, which went to the four artists
who won Golden Globes two weeks ago – Julianne
Moore, Eddie Redmayne, Patricia Arquette and J.K.
Simmons.

SAG members prized lead performances by two ac-
tors portraying extreme illness.

Moore won best actress for her role as a woman
with early-onset Alzheimer’s in “Still Alice,” while
British actor Redmayne took best actor for his por-
trayal of physicist Stephen Hawking, disabled by
motor neuron disease, in “The Theory of Everything.”

Actors crown  Netflix
“Boyhood,” from director Richard Linklater, was be-

lieved to be a favorite for the Oscar best picture just
days ago, as support at the Academy swelled for his
tenacious project – filming a boy’s life over 12 years
with the same actors and with little backing from
Hollywood.

Arquette won the best supporting actress trophy for
her role as the loving single mother, her first SAG in
six nominations.

“This little movie is not about the most exceptional
person on earth ... this movie is about human beings
and bringing real life on to the screen,” Arquette said
backstage.

Simmons, an actor with a long resume in television

and film, was honored for his portrayal as the intense
music teacher of a young jazz drummer in the inde-
pendent film, “Whiplash.”

In the television awards, it was a particularly
strong night for streaming company Netflix Inc. Its
women’s prison comedy, “Orange is the New Black,”
won best comedy ensemble and best actress for Uzo
Aduba.

Kevin Spacey won best actor in a drama series for
his conniving congressman Frank Underwood in the
political thriller “House of Cards.”

But it was also a big night for recognizing diversity
in Hollywood, a much debated topic this awards sea-
son, with black actresses taking two of the top acting
honours.

In addition to Aduba, Viola Davis won best actress
in a drama series as the lawyer in “How to Get Away
with Murder.”

“I love you guys so desperately, so much,” Aduba
told her fellow cast members as she accepted her first
SAG award from her first nomination. “This is not
done without you at all.”

“Downton Abbey,” the British period series that airs
on PBS, won best drama series cast.

The Screen Actors Guild gave its lifetime achieve-
ment award to Debbie Reynolds, the wholesome star
of musicals like “Singin’ in the Rain” and a staple of
film and television for 66 years.

Actors endorse showbiz satire
‘Birdman’ in march toward Oscars

Best Supporting Actress Patricia Arquette turned
up the glam factor showing off her killer curves in
a dark green Vivienne Westwood Couture gown.

Actress Viola Davis, winner of Outstanding
Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series

for ‘How to Get Away with Murder’.

Uzo Aduba, the gorgeous Orange Is the New Black
star took home the first award of the night during

Sunday's show.
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DEBBIE Reynolds, the
peppy star of enduring
Hollywood musicals like
“Singin’ in the Rain,” ac-
cepted a lifetime
achievement award
from the Screen Actors
Guild on Sunday with a
few parting words after
more than six decades
on screen.

The 82-year-old was
both roasted and cele-
brated by her daughter,
“Star Wars” actress
Carrie Fisher.

Reynolds, known for
her wholesome looks,
starred alongside Gene
Kelly, Frank Sinatra
and Fred Astaire in
cheery song-and-dance
musicals of the 1950s
and 1960s.

Thrust into show busi-
ness at the age of 16 in
1948 when she was
spotted at a beauty pag-
eant, Reynolds said she
had entered on a 
lark. Her screen debut
was with Astaire in the

1950 musical “Three
Little Words.”

“This is an extraordi-
narily kind, generous,
gifted and funny woman
who would give you the
shirt off her back, if
Vivien Leigh hadn’t
worn it in ‘Gone with
the Wind’,” Fisher said
of her mother, a big col-
lector of Hollywood
memorabilia.

Reynolds was 
honoured for her
achievements as an
actor, singer, dancer, and
for her efforts to pre-
serve film history, as
well as for her humani-
tarian work, which in-
cludes a charity to help
fight the stigma of 
mental illness.

The versatile
Reynolds earned a best
actress Oscar nomina-
tion for the 1964 musi-
cal “The Unsinkable
Molly Brown,” a chart-
topping song “Tammy”
from 1957 movie

“Tammy and the
Bachelor,” and a Tony
Award nomination for
the 1973 Broadway re-
vival of musical “Irene.”

“I had the best,”
Reynolds said of her
teachers, Kelly and
MGM studio boss Louis
B. Mayer, while reflect-
ing on her 66 years in
show business.

After musicals fell out
of favor in the 1960s,
Reynolds shifted her 
career to Broadway, tele-
vision and a stage show
in Las Vegas. Her most
recent role was as late
pianist Liberace’s
mother in HBO’s 2013
biopic “Behind the
Candelabra.”

Reynolds was married
three times. Her first
husband, singer Eddie
Fisher, famously left her
for her friend Elizabeth
Taylor.

She told the star-stud-
ded audience that
“Singin’ in the Rain,”

was her favourite film,
but then later also
called “The Unsinkable
Molly Brown” her
favourite.

“In that movie I got to
sing ... a song called ‘I
Ain’t Down Yet.’ Well, I
ain’t.”

Actress Debbie Reynolds poses with her daughter actress Carrie Fisher
backstage after accepting her Lifetime Achievement award at the 21st an-
nual Screen Actors Guild Awards in Los Angeles, California January 25,
2015.

Debbie Reynolds, with SAG
lifetime award, says she
‘ain’t down yet’

MEMO to domestic
workers: You might want
to think twice before
working for Mariah
Carey or Nick Cannon.
At least, that’s the take-
away from a new lawsuit
filed by a woman who
claims she was stiffed on
overtime pay while work-
ing as the estranged cou-
ple’s nanny.

In the lawsuit filed in
New York district court
Wednesday, Simonette
DaCosta claims she
worked for Carey and
Cannon as a nanny, car-
ing for the couple’s twins
Monroe and Moroccan –
but was fired after show-
ing the tots too much at-
tention.

And as the suit paints
things, Carey kept
DaCosta pretty busy.

“Ms. Carey would often
call Plaintiff at hours in
the middle of the night
and demand to be taken
to her children or to be
updated as to the status
of her children,” said
legal papers obtained by
TheWrap. “Mrs. Carey
would not tolerate any
delay when she called
and Plaintiff had to at-
tend to her every de-
mand, spontaneous or
otherwise, whether
called upon during the
day or in the middle of
the night,” the lawsuit
reads.

That all changed, the
lawsuit says, when “Mrs.
Carey terminated
Plaintiff after berating
her for exhibiting too
much affection towards

her children.”
Oh, and the suit claims

that the couple deprived
her of overtime pay, de-
spite the fact that she
often worked more than
100 hours a week.

DaCosta claims that
she worked for the cou-
ple from October 2013 to
January 2014, caring for
their twins – feeding,
bathing and comforting
them.

According to DaCosta’s
suit, the hours were
pretty grueling – she
would alternate between
12-hour and 24-hour
shifts each week, work-
ing 120 hours a week
when she was on the 24-
hour shift.

Now DaCosta wants
the overtime she claims
she should have received
from working more than
40 hours a week.

The lawsuit, a collec-
tive complaint, also says
that she’s not the only
worker that Carey and
Cannon stiffed.

“There are numerous
similarly situated cur-
rent and former employ-
ees of Ms. Carey and Mr.
Cannon who were sub-
jected to the aforemen-
tioned policy,” the com-
plaint reads.

A spokeswoman for
Carey had no comment
on the lawsuit.

DaCosta is seeking
“unpaid overtime wages,
premium wages, liqui-
dated damages, reason-
able attorneys’ fees,
costs, pre-judgment in-
terest” and other relief.

Mariah Carey’s 
ex-nanny sues star

 



OSCAR-NOMINATED
war film “American
Sniper” continued to
punish the competition at
U.S. and Canadian box
offices over the weekend,
selling a whopping $64.4
million in tickets,
according to studio
estimates.

The film, directed by
Clint Eastwood and
starring Oscar nominee
Bradley Cooper as a
Navy Seal sharpshooter,
has now taken in more
than $200 million in U.S.
and Canadian theaters
since opening wide on
Jan. 16.

The Jennifer Lopez
thriller “The Boy Next
Door” finished in second
place on its opening
weekend with $15 million
from Friday through
Sunday. Family film
“Paddington,” based on
the series of classic
children’s books about a
loveable bear seeking a
new home, came in third
for a second consecutive
week with $12.4 million.

Two other new
releases, Disney’s
“Strange Magic” and the
Johnny Depp comedy
“Mortdecai,” opened in
seventh and ninth places
respectively, earning just
$5.5 million and $4.1
million.

But audiences
continued to flock to see
Eastwood’s big hit,
“American Sniper,” which
Warner Bros, the Time
Warner Inc unit that
released the film, has
called a “cultural

phenomenon” after it
smashed records for a
drama film opening.

In its second week of
wide release, the film
scored the third-biggest
January weekend in U.S.
box office history,
according to tracking
firm Rentrak, and is now
playing in 3,755 theaters,
the most-ever for an R-
rated film.

Studio officials said
Lopez’s “The Boy Next
Door,” in which the star
plays a teacher who
engages in a reckless
liaison with a teen-aged
neighbor, outperformed
expectations for an
opening of around $12
million to $13 million.

With a production cost
of about $4 million, the
film has earned nearly
four times that in its first
three days, noted Nick
Carpou, president of
domestic distribution for
Universal Pictures, the
Comcast Corp unit that
released it.

“With the Super Bowl
next weekend and the
film having a strong
female appeal, it’s
positioned very well for
counterprogramming,”
Carpou said.

Rounding out the top
five, the R-rated Josh
Gad-Kevin Hart comedy
“The Wedding Ringer”
took in $11.6 million,
while “Taken 3,” the third
successful film in a series
starring Liam Neeson as
a retired CIA operative,
earned $7.6 million.

In ninth place, Depp’s

offbeat “Mortdecai,”
which co-stars Gwyneth
Paltrow and Ewan
McGregor, received

stinging reviews and
failed to earn even half of
what had been expected.

Paddington” was

released by The
Weinstein Company.
“Taken 3” was distributed
by Fox, a unit of Twenty-

First Century Fox Inc.
“The Wedding Ringer”
was released by Sony
Corp’s movie studio.
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KILLING an
exaggerated version of
North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un in Sony’s
controversial comedy
“The Interview”
wasn’t a problem for
actor James Franco
but he found
challenges in playing
real-life murderer
Christian Longo for
thriller “True Story.”

“He’s probably the
worst person that I’ve
ever played, just because
I have such a great
family and there’s just
something so horrible
about killing your kids.
So I have very little
connection to him,”
Franco told Reuters.

“True Story,” which
premiered at the
Sundance Film Festival
on Friday and will be
released by Fox

Searchlight in U.S.
theaters on April 10, is
based on the memoir of
former New York Times
journalist Mike Finkel,
who formed a friendship
with a murderer who
used his name as an
alias.

What unfolds is a
complex relationship as
Finkel, played by Jonah
Hill, meets Franco’s
Longo, an Oregon man
awaiting trial for brutally
killing his wife and three
children. The two men
find common ground in
writing but the dynamic
wavers as each man
struggles with his search
for intellectual credibility.

“I think it’s to do with
nemesis. I think it’s a
very male thing,” said
director Rupert Goold,
who made his film debut
with “True Story.”

Goold, a British theater
director, said much of
“True Story” played out
like Shakespeare’s
“Othello,” a story of male
friendship and betrayal.

To prepare, Franco
watched tapes of Longo
testifying at his 2003
trial, which he called
“chilling,” but he opted
not to visit the convicted
killer currently on Death
Row.

“There was no need to
go and meet him, and I
certainly didn’t want to
give him any attention or
validation by doing that,”
he said.

Franco and Hill starred
together in Seth Rogen
and Evan Goldberg’s
raunchy 2013 apocalypse
spoof, “This is the End,”
and Hill is well known for
his comedic roles in films
such as “The Wolf of Wall

Street.”
But the duo spun a

twist on their friendship
to play out the drama of
“True Story,” which
Franco said was essential

for the movie to work.
“You need the audience

to, on some level, want to
watch this budding
friendship,” Franco said.

“Because Jonah and I

do have a history, people
do know us in a different,
more comedic sphere, our
relationship in this film
had a little something
extra because of that.”

Eastwood’s ‘American Sniper’ targets wallets and purses

James Franco at his most despicable in ‘True Story’

Director Rupert Goold (left) and actor James Franco pose at the Sundance Film
Festival in Park City, Utah January 24, 2015. 
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JAPANESE cinemas
rang up a healthy
rise in ticket sales

in 2014 as blockbuster an-
imation film “Frozen”
eclipsed an otherwise
lackluster show by
Hollywood, industry data
showed on Tuesday.

The box office rose 6.6 per-
cent last year to 207 billion
yen ($1.75 billion), the high-
est since the 2010 record of
220 billion yen, the Motion
Picture Producers
Association of Japan said.

Walt Disney’s “Frozen” –
known in Japan as “Anna
and the Snow Queen” – took
in 25.5 billion yen ($216 mil-
lion) alone, becoming the
third-biggest movie of all
time in Japan and account-
ing for more than 10 percent
of the overall box office.

Still, imported films made
up about 42 percent of last
year’s receipts, lagging local

fare for a seventh straight
year and staying well below
a peak of 73 percent in 2002.

Once-dominant Hollywood
has struggled in recent years
as audiences shun many U.S.
superhero and other fran-
chises that carry lower name
recognition in Japan.

Rounding out the top three
foreign films last year were
Disney’s “Maleficent” ($55
million) starring Angelina
Jolie and Sandra Bullock’s
“Gravity” ($27 million) dis-
tributed by Warner Bros.

Animated films looks set to
continue their domination
this year.

Disney’s “Big Hero 6,”
which premiered at the
Tokyo International Film
Festival, and Toho’s “Yo-kai
Watch” have so far touched
about $60 million each in cu-
mulative ticket sales, accord-
ing to box office tracker
Kogyo Tsushinsha.

Sony Pictures’ musical
“Annie” opened at a solid No.
2 over the weekend between

holdovers “Big Hero 6” and
“Yo-kai Watch.”

Warner Bros. is a unit of

Time Warner and Sony
Pictures is a division of Sony
Corp.

TAKE one feisty fairy princess,
a misunderstood villain and a
spunky elf, add a magical potion
and a soundtrack of classic pop
songs and you have the recipe
for the George Lucas animated
film “Strange Magic,”a fairy tale
about finding unexpected love.

Lucas, creator of the block-
buster “Star Wars” franchise, is
the executive producer and
wrote the story for the film that
opens in U.S. theatres on Friday.

Inspired by “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” with a cast of
talking mushrooms, goblins and
elves created by Lucasfilm
Animation Singapore and
Industrial Light & Magic, it is a
tale Lucas has been working on
between other projects for 15
years.

While the “Star Wars” films
were created for 12-year-old
boys, Lucas said “Strange
Magic” is a musical fairy tale for
young girls with a message
about the most unlikely people
falling in love.

"I wanted to see if I could tell
a story using contemporary
music, matching the words up to
the story, which was a bit of a
challenge and fun for me to do,”
Lucas, 70, said in a interview.

Fairies, elves and goblins bat-
tle for a magic love potion, cre-
ated by the Sugar Plum Fairy,
while belting out songs such

“Can’t Help Falling in Love,”
“Mistreated,” “Trouble” and
“Wild Thing.”

“Strange Magic” travels be-
tween the magical Fairy
Kingdom and the foreboding
Dark Forest, where the menac-
ing Bog King, voiced by actor
Alan Cumming ("The Good
Wife"), has imprisoned the
Sugar Plum Fairy so love cannot
enter his realm.

Evan Rachel Wood ("The Ides
of March") is the voice of
Marianne, a fairy princess de-
termined never to fall in love
again after catching her fickle fi-
ancé cheating on her.

“She is kind of the anti-fairy
princess,” said Wood, adding the
film “is sort of a ‘Beauty and the
Beast’ but he doesn’t turn into a
prince in the end.”

When Marianne’s sister is
kidnapped and taken to the
Dark Forest, she sets off to free
her from the angry Bog King,
along with an elf named Sunny,
voiced by Elijah Kelley ("The
Butler").

“I really like that women espe-
cially, are being told, ‘You can do
it your way.You don’t have to be
controlled by a man. You can be
as powerful, if not more so, and
you can create your own des-
tiny,’” said Cumming.“These are
very new ideas in the realm of
fairy tales."

FACEBOOK Inc’s Oculus VR
is getting into movies with an
in-house studio dedicated to
making virtual-reality films
and premiered its first short
piece at the Sundance Film
Festival on Monday.

Tapping talent from both
Pixar, the animation studio
behind computer graphics im-
agery (CGI) films “Toy Story”
and “Monsters Inc,” and the
video gaming world, Oculus’
Story Studio will develop film
content for virtual reality and
advise other filmmakers seek-
ing to try the technology.

Facebook bought Oculus last
year for $2 billion. So far the
business has largely focused
on video games for its pioneer-
ing wrap-around Rift headset.

But virtual reality has re-
cently been enticing
Hollywood’s filmmakers to ex-
pand into the 360-degree
panoramic view offered by
headsets.

Oculus debuted “Lost” on
Monday, the first of five short
animated films that it is mak-
ing over the next year.

Directed by former Pixar
artist Saschka Unseld, now
the creative director of Story
Studios, “Lost” places the
viewer in the midst of a forest
where a mechanical creature
bounds into the scene.

Oculus’ Chief Executive
Brendan Iribe described it as
“a real-time version of a Pixar
experience that you’re inside

of.”
This year at Sundance, the

largest U.S. independent film
gathering, part of the event
has been dedicated to virtual-
reality short movies by film-
makers including Chris Milk
and Felix & Paul, to draw the
independent film community.

Oculus also hopes to explore
VR film experiences in real
time, which would allow view-
ers to interact inside the head-
set with objects and charac-
ters.

“This is really tuning in to
what a lot of people who are
extending 360-degree film into
VR cannot do yet,” Iribe said.
“It’s getting into the heart and
soul and magic of VR.”

But virtual-reality films are
still a long way from becoming
mainstream as the headsets to
display them have yet to reach
the mass market.

While Samsung Electronics

Co Ltd offers its Galaxy Gear
VR headset with its Galaxy
Note 4 smartphone and
Google Inc has its Cardboard
VR device to use with smart-
phones, the consumer version
of Oculus’ Rift headset is still
in development.

There are also technological
and creative constraints to de-
veloping film in virtual reality,
said Unseld. Challenges in-
clude computers running too
slowly to handle the intensive
rendering of graphics in real
time, as well as how to find a
format for storytelling in a
360-degree environment
where the viewer can look
anywhere.

“Film has very linear story-
telling, it’s one-dimensional,”
Unseld said. “In VR, you need
to find a three-dimensional
way of telling the story where
the space around you mat-
ters."

‘Frozen’ heats up Japan box office in 2014

Facebook’s Oculus forms
in-house virtual-reality film
studio

‘Strange Magic’
casts animated
spell with pop
tunes and fairies

Chris Buck (L), Jennifer Lee and Peter Del Vecho pose with their awards for best animated fea-
ture film for “Frozen” at the 86th Academy Awards

The sign outside the Oculus VR booth is seen at the
International Consumer Electronics show (CES) in Las Vegas,
Nevada January 6, 2015.

      



ACTOR Joel Grey, an
Oscar winner for his
role in “Cabaret”
opposite Liza Minnelli
and who was married
to actress Jo Wilder for
24 years, on
Wednesday publicly
revealed that he is gay.

The 82-year-old actor,
who is the father of
actress Jennifer Grey and
also has a son, told People
magazine that his family
and friends have known
about his sexuality.

“I don’t like labels,”
Grey is quoted as saying
in the issue of the
magazine to be published
on Friday “but if you have
to put a label on it, I’m a
gay man".

Grey discussed his
childhood in Cleveland,
Ohio, and hearing
grownups speak about
gay men being jailed for
their sexuality. Grey said
that at around the same
time, he realised he was
attracted to girls and
boys.

Grey was the first to
play the role of the
Master of Ceremonies in
the Broadway musical
“Cabaret” in 1966 and
won the Tony Award for

the performance. He won
an Academy Award for
the 1972 film version.

Jennifer Grey, best
known for her role in
1987’s “Dirty Dancing”
with Patrick Swayze, told
People magazine that she

was pleased her father
felt comfortable and
secure enough to publicly
declare himself a gay
man.

“Mostly because more
people are free to own
their true nature and can

hopefully come closer to
love and accept
themselves as they really
are, no matter what age,
no matter how long it
takes, to finally be free of
the lies or half truths, it is
freedom,” she said.
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COMEDIAN David
Letterman’s CBS “Late
Show” reportedly has
invited his former late-
night television arch
rival Jay Leno to appear
as a guest on the
programme before
Letterman retires from
TV in May.

The offer was
extended last year,
according to a report
published on Wednesday
by tvinsider.com, which
cited unnamed sources.

A guest appearance on
Letterman’s show by
Leno, who stepped down
last year as host of
NBC’s “The Tonight
Show,” could potentially
be a ratings coup for
CBS as it looks to
capitalise on hoopla
surrounding
Letterman’s May 20
send-off.

CBS and “Late Show”

producer Worldwide
Pants both declined
comment on the report.

Last week, Leno
brushed off a question
about a possible offer to
appear on the “Late
Show” while speaking at
the National Association
of Television Programme
Executives conference in
Miami, according to the
report.

“I haven’t heard that,”
tvinsider.com quoted
Leno as saying. “I’ll have
to check into that.”

Leno and Letterman
became embroiled in a
storied feud when NBC
picked Leno over
Letterman for the
network’s coveted
“Tonight Show” hosting
gig in 1992 when
Johnny Carson stepped
down.

Letterman, who was
Carson’s presumptive

heir after hosting NBC’s
“Late Night” programme
in the time slot following
“The Tonight Show” for
11 years, left NBC and
moved to CBS to launch
the “Late Show” opposite
Leno in 1993.

Jimmy Fallon
succeeded Leno on the
“The Tonight Show” last
year and Stephen
Colbert, who recently
stepped down as host of
the news satire show
“The Colbert Report,”
will take over the “Late
Show” from Letterman
beginning in
September.Comedian
David Letterman's CBS
"Late Show" reportedly
has invited his former
late-night television
arch rival Jay Leno to
appear as a guest on the
program before
Letterman retires from
TV in May.

Letterman’s ‘Late
Show’ extends invite to
ex-rival Leno: report

At 82, Broadway star Joel
Grey comes out as gay

Cast member Joel Grey poses as he arrives at the
world premiere of the 40th anniversary restoration
of the film ‘Cabaret’ during the opening night gala of
the 2012 TCM Classic Film Festival in Hollywood,
California April 12, 2012.
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COULD all of last year’s
Lupita Nyong’o and
Jared Leto shipping fi-
nally have paid off?

Fans have been salivat-
ing at the thought of
“Jupita” becoming a
thing since the 2014
awards season. And after
their adorable interaction
at the SAG Awards last
Sunday, many people’s
hopes went into over-
drive.

Well, lucky for you,
Yahoo can confirm re-
ports that the two took
their flirty friendship out
on the town following the
show. The Star Wars ac-
tress, 31, and Thirty
Seconds to Mars rocker,
43, hit up Weinstein and
Netflix’s afterparty at the
Sunset Tower in West
Hollywood.

The Oscar-winning duo
arrived separately but

hung out together for
most of the night, partic-
ularly on the dance floor.

So are they BFFs or
something more? Who

knows, but Jared and
Lupita left separately, al-
though if Us Weekly is to
be believed, the actor told
her to text him later.

Has social media willed
‘Jupita’ into existence?

Lupita Nyong’o and Jared Leto
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A DOCUMENTARY on
former President Bill
Clinton by veteran direc-
tor Martin Scorsese has
been indefinitely shelved
after the sides disagreed
on control of the film, the
New York Times reported
on Thursday.

The Times, citing un-
named people advised on
the project, reported that
the partially completed
film stalled after Clinton
demanded more direction
over the interview ques-

tions and the final  
product.

Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify the re-
port. Representatives for
Scorsese and Clinton 
did not immediately 
respond to requests for
comment.

The Times reported
that Clinton spokesman
Matt McKenna said
claims that the film had
been suspended over the
disputes were “inaccu-
rate” without providing

further detail.
The paper also re-

ported that a spokesman
for HBO, which backed
the documentary, said,
“It’s not happening soon
but that doesn’t mean it’s
not going to happen.”

Representatives for
HBO did not immedi-
ately return requests for
comment.

HBO said last month
that it had ordered a tel-
evision series from
Scorsese, Mick Jagger

and “Boardwalk Empire”
creator Terence Winter
that would focus on the
world of rock and roll in
1970s New York.

Scorsese is best known
for directing critically
lauded films such as mob
drama “Goodfellas” and
most recently the acerbic
comedy “The Wolf of Wall
Street”. He won a best di-
rector Oscar in 2007 for
“The Departed”.

Martin Scorsese documentary on
Bill Clinton shelved: NY Times

Emmy-winning
actor and reputed
hothead Alec

Baldwin is putting his
actions into words. A
memoir about his life,
the ups and downs of his
career and his struggles
with addiction is due out
next year, publisher
HarperCollins said.

The book, entitled
“Nevertheless”, is sched-
uled for launch in the 
autumn of 2016.

“Alec Baldwin is a
larger-than-life talent
with an astonishing
range. And his life up to
now has been far from
dull,” Jonathan
Burnham, senior vice
president and publisher
of Harper, said in a 
statement.

The star of the TV
show “30 Rock” will pen
the book himself and in-
clude stories about his
childhood in New York,

his early career as a soap
opera star, his marriage
and acrimonious divorce
from actress Kim
Basinger, and his second
marriage to yoga instruc-
tor Hilaria Thomas in
2012.

Last year Baldwin, 56,
said he had considered
leaving New York, partly
because of how he has
been depicted in the
press.

After a series of head-

line-graa actor had been
portrayed as a hotheaded
homophobe and bigot.
His short-lived cable TV
talk show “Up Late with
Alec Baldwin” was can-
celled in 2013 after he
made what a gay rights
group called a homopho-
bic comment to a New
York photographer.
Baldwin issued an 
apology, but the network
MSNBC dropped his
show.

AFTER winning an
Oscar in 2013 for best
supporting actress in
the musical “Les
Miserables”, Anne
Hathaway is taking on a
new challenge as a 
producer.

“Song One” is an inde-
pendent film also star-
ring Hathaway, as an
academic who finds con-
nection through her
brother’s music after he
falls into a coma. It pre-
miered at Sundance
Film Festival last year
and will be released in
US theatres today.

Hathaway, 32, talked
to Reuters about her
first producing experi-
ence, her Oscar and
Catwoman.

Q: What does “Song
One” explore through
music?

A: Every time I say
it’s about the healing
power of music, I feel
like I have to dodge
someone throwing a
tomato at me because it
sounds so sincere, but
it’s true.

I am someone who be-
lieves in that and ... I
think this film is about
second chances.

Q: What producing
challenges did you face?

A: The practicalities
of ‘If you don’t do it, it’s
probably not going to
get done.’ When you’re
an actor, there are so
many safety nets under
you. If you’re playing an
astronaut and you need
to speak to an astro-
naut, the producer goes

‘Here’s an astronaut for
you to talk to.’ When
you’re the producer,
you’re like ‘I have to go
find this.’ So this just
woke me up to how re-
ally good a lot of produc-
ers I’ve worked with
have been.

Q: Has your Oscar
changed your acting
ambitions?

A: I think it’s just one
of those things where
it’s a question mark –
will that ever happen to
me? And it’s a question
that has been answered;
yes it happened to me.
So I don’t have that lin-
gering question in my
mind.

Q: With more super-
hero movies, as you’ve
already played
Catwoman in the 
“Dark Knight” films,
would you reprise the
role?

A: When you play
Catwoman, you accept
that you’re not the only
one that’s ever played
her, and you’ll probably
not be the last one ... it
is bittersweet in that
way. So, it’s your role for
a while, until the next
one comes along.

For me, my version of
the character was so
based on the idea of ex-
isting in (director) Chris
Nolan’s Gotham, so I
couldn’t imagine repris-
ing it with anyone else,
and I don’t think Chris
has any plans to do
that, so I think that’s
probably the end of the
ride for me.

A Minute With: Anne
Hathaway on
‘Song One’, producing
and Catwoman

Actor Alec Baldwin to write
memoir ‘Nevertheless’

Actor Alec Baldwin (L) and his wife Hilaria Baldwin arrive at the Elton John AIDS Foundation’s 12th Annual
‘An Enduring Vision’ benefit gala at Cipriani in New York October 15, 2013.

Veteran director Martin Scorsese.
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Bridge

LOS ANGELES – A prosecutor
on Wednesday raised doubts
that Lindsay Lohan had com-
pleted the terms of her com-
munity service sentence in a
reckless driving case that is
the final criminal case the ac-
tress faces for years of bad be-
haviour.

The complaints from Santa
Monica Chief Deputy City
Attorney, Terry White, prompted
Superior Court Judge Richard
Stone to set another court hearing
so that the prosecutor could in-
vestigate whether Lohan com-
pleted her community service at a
London volunteer organisation as
stated in court documents.

White said he doubted Lohan
completed 80 hours of community
service in nine days as documen-
tation presented by Lohan’s at-
torney on Wednesday claims. He
said if he is able to show that
Lohan didn’t complete the hours
as stated in court filings, he would
seek jail time for the star.

The prosecutor noted that
Lohan was receiving treatment
for an illness at the time, but the
actress’ attorney Shawn Holley
said it was outpatient treatment
and “she powered through it”.

Stone spent several minutes
silently reviewing the documents,
but made no comments on
whether he felt the 28-year-old
Lohan had completed her commu-
nity service sentence. Another

judge approved Lohan doing the
hours in London.

“If this was Lindsey Smith, no-
body would allow this,” White
said.

White said among the activities
Lohan received credit for was a
meet-and-greet with fans of

“Speed-the-Plow”, the play Lohan
was starring in.

“She got to shake hands with
people, and that’s community
service,” White said. He also com-
plained about Lohan receiving
credit for hours in which young
people were shadowing her. “I’d
love to hang out with a celebrity
all day and see their life, but
that’s not community service.”

The community service is one
of the last elements of Lohan’s
sentence for a 2012 case involving
reckless driving and lying to po-
lice filed after the actress crashed
into a dump truck on the Pacific
Coast Highway.

Stone gave White until Feb. 18
to try to verify Lohan’s hours, a
task the prosecutor initially said
Wednesday wasn’t his job. “I can’t
verify what she’s doing there,” he
told Stone.

Holley said the issues raised at
Wednesday’s hearing were due to
White not doing his due diligence
and checking on Lohan’s service
in recent months.

In November, Holley presented
documentation that Lohan had
completed 102 of 240 hours.

Lohan has been on probation
since 2007, when she was arrested
twice for driving under the influ-
ence. She struggled to resolve that
case and was charged with steal-
ing a necklace within days of
being released from rehab in
2011.

Prosecutor questions Lindsay
Lohan’s community service

Lindsay Lohan.
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5:55 DRUG AWARENESS

DEVOTION
6:00 MORNIN'
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8:00 HOME SHOPPING
8:30 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
9:30 SAY IT AGAIN / 

LECTURE
10:30 HOME SHOPPING
11:00 THE MIX
12:00 CBC NEWS (12:00)
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 THE MIX CONT’D
1:00 GREAT CANADIAN

FOOD SHOW
1:30 SECRETS
2:00 THE BOLD & THE 
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2:30 TYLER PERRY’S
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5:00 TOM & JERRY

TALES
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You got to know a very pleasant
person, only to later meet an extremely unpleasant person in the
same being. This is the polarity of human nature. Right now, it's
more useful to recognize it in yourself than it is to recognize it
in others.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). One rule is that if you can lose
it in a shipwreck, it was never really yours to begin with. Yet there
are possessions in your care that you strongly identify with, and
you'll spend hours maintaining and enjoying them today.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Feelings are not wrong or right;
however, some resonate a lower vibration than others. The
higher your vibration is the lighter and more joyful you will be.
Choose thoughts that make you feel better.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Many people aren't ready for
criticism, and when they ask for it, what they really want is
encouragement. Encouragement helps them feel seen and
understood, as well as giving them the motivation to go forward.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The pleasure of reading awaits you.
Actual paper will be best, as that will be the most expressive
medium for your soul. Besides, your eyes need a break from the
glowing screens.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are endless supplies of facts
available to anyone on the Internet or in the library. Do not
confuse information with education. Educate yourself by
learning how to apply knowledge.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Misery is when you can't leave the
party because you don't have a vehicle or when you can't leave
the conversation because you can't find an out. Happiness is
having your own (emotional and physical) transportation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The difference between the things
you keep and the things you throw away has to do with what you
identify with and find useful in the moment of choice. Just be
aware that a different moment may bring a different feeling.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Don't try to have the perfect
conversation. It won't happen, because it doesn't exist. But for
the most part, even a boring conversation is better than no
conversation; it's that important to connect now.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Before you take out that
credit card, remind yourself that "enough" is not always "more".
In fact, often "enough" is found when you get rid of the excess
that's causing you to miss the treasures in your possession.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A loved one is trying to finish
personal business and not so attentive to you as you would like.
In fact, this person may be downright thoughtless or rude, but
it's worth excusing for now.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). High expectations are the enemy
of action. What if you lowered your aim by half? Halve it again;
what does that look like? The point is to have such a small
mental hurdle that you can baby step over it.
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SPORTSSPORTS

WHEN the curtains
came down on West
Terrace Primary
School sports at the
National Stadium it
was Red House that
stood above the rest.

It is the fourth time in
five years that Red
House has taken the
title, with their win
streak only broken in
2012.

At the end of the
Medley Relays which
was the climax of the
day’s events it was Red
with 461 points that
stood tall, second place
went to Yellow House
with 434, Green was
third with 413 and
fourth place went to Blue
with 390.

In the Under-9
Division Red House led
the way with some out-
standing performances
by their athletes.
Diamond Lashley mo-
tored her way to the top
in the sprint events,
while in the Boys it was
Teshawn Nurse who
came away with victories
in the 80m and 100m,
while placing second in

the long jump.
Red House’s Tonique

Flemming was one of the
outstanding athletes in
the under-11 girls divi-
sion. She was hard press
by Skye Spencer-Layne
from Yellow.

In the boys’ Division
Jonathan Harper gave a
good account of himself
for Yellow House.

Blue was the dominant
colour in the under-13 as
seen in the medley relay
and the 4x100m relay.
Blue controlled the pace
in the boys open medley
and went on to win, while
in the 4x100m relay they
also held the lead and
never looked back.
Leading the way was
Raheem Archer who also
showed his prowess in
some of the individual
events.

In the Girls it was Blue
House’s Roshan Hunte
that was one of the ath-
letes to watch. However
it was Green that first
carried off the 4x100m
relay and then returned
to place second in the
open medley behind Red
House. (CG)

Red reigns
supreme at
West Terrace

The start of the Under 9 Boys 100m.  The race was won by Tashawn Nurse of Red House.

Rashea Williams (left) won the Under 13 Girls Novelty Race.
Rhashan Hunte of Blue House won the Under 13
Girls Long Jump with a leap of 3.60m.

Adonnica Phillips of Blue House winning the Under
13 Girls 100m.

Diamond Lashley of Red House won the Under 9
Girls 150m.
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By Petra Gooding

THEY left it till late
but defending champi-
ons Queen’s College
made it through to the
final of the WIBISCO
National Sports
Council Girls’
Basketball
Competition.

Queen’s College will
face the rampaging
Springer Memorial
School who advanced
after whipping
Combermere School in
the second semi-final of
the evening.

Playing yesterday at
the Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium, Queen’s
College defeated nine-
time champions Graydon
Sealy Secondary 48-44 to
book their spot in the
final. The talismanic

Ashlee Daniel played
while injured but big
plays from Ashley ‘Breky’
Marshall and Niara
Forde ensured that
Queen’s College will de-
fend their title.

Forde scored 18 points
while Marshall scored 12
and there were valuable
contributions from Daniel
who scored seven points
and six points from
Nakish Joseph.

It was a rematch of last
year’s semi-finals and
again like last year,
Graydon Sealy came up
short. The result meant
that big forward Shonica
Wharton will leave
Graydon Sealy without
any silverware in her
final year of school.

Graydon Sealy led for
most of the game and
many expected them to

march into another final.
But Queen’s College had
other plans. Graydon
Sealy were leading by
eight points in the final
quarter of the game be-
fore Queen’s College had
a late surge with just four
minutes left in the game.

Marshall and Forde
scored crucial three point-
ers to bring Queen’s
College back in the game
as Graydon Sealy began
to wither under the as-
sault. With less than two
minutes left in the game,
Queen’s College finally
went ahead 44-42 thanks
to a two-pointer from
Amanda Knight and they
never looked back.

The final is scheduled
to be played on Tuesday
February 3 at the
Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium.

By Petra Gooding

THIS Saturday’s Joseph
Payne Memorial Classic
is shaping up to be one of
the biggest track and
field event held for the
year so far, with over 400
confirmed entries down
to compete.

At yesterday’s press
launch at the MQI
Showroom in Wildey,
organiser Charles
Walcott noted that 
from all  reports the 
number of entries 
they have received 
have been the largest
seen for an athletics
event for the season.

“We are hopeful all 
the events will be fully
subscribed. In terms 
of the 5k those entries
are coming in and I
would say we have about

50% of those entries 
already in already. Most
of the 5k athletes 
will sign up on the day 
at least an hour before
the start of that event,”
said Walcott.

The deadline for all
other athletes was 
yesterday evening.
Walcott, the former na-
tional shot putt record
holder, cautioned 
all  coaches and 
managers that they will
not be allowing any late
entries on the day of 
the event. He noted 
that too often managers
and coaches turn up 
on the day of the event
and believe it is their
right to add in an athlete
just before the start of
the meet or while it is
going on.

“This year we will be a

little more strict as 
to the management of
the meet. Time to time
managers and coaches
believe they can turn up
at an event and enter
athletes; that will not be
tolerated this year. We
have made a decision;
there will be no entries
on the day. Once you
have submitted your en-
tries, that is it,” said
Walcott.
The meet is scheduled to
begin promptly at 12
noon this Saturday at
the National Stadium
and there will also be a
few cycling events on the
card as well as a 5k Road
Race. General Admission
is $10 for all  stands
other than the Louis
Lynch Stand where the
tickets are priced at 
$15.

WHEN the Barbados
Secondary Schools
Football League 2015
Under-16 Competition
begins today, one new
team will be joining the
fold as all and sundry
seek to take down last
year’s winners, Pine Hill
St. Leonard’s. For the
first time ever,
Providence will be field-
ing a team in the compe-
tition and the debu-
tantes will have their
work cut out for them in
Zone 2.

From today at 3:30
PM, all 20 teams are ex-
pected to hit the field as
they begin their respec-
tive campaigns for glory
in this edition of the
tournament. This time
around, Zone 1 will be
playing host to last
year’s losing finalists
Frederick Smith,
Graydon Sealy, Deighton
Griffith, Darryl Jordan,
Coleridge and Parry,
Lester Vaughan, Tang
Parkinson, Alexandra,
Princess Margaret and
Grantley Adams. Zone 2
will see the defending

champs looking to do the
double while taking on
Christ Church
Foundation, St. Michael
School, Alleyne, Queen’s
College, St. George,
Lodge School,
Providence,
Combermere and
Harrison College.

Today’s Zone 1 fixtures
pit Graydon Sealy
against Frederick Smith
at Bay Primary,
Deighton Griffith
against Darryl Jordan at
Kingsland, Coleridge
and Parry against Lester
Vaughan at Ashton Hall,
Parkinson against
Alexandra in the 
Pine and Princess
Margaret against
Grantley Adams at Six
Roads. In Zone 2, St.
Michael are to host
Alleyne, St. George are
home against Lodge, St.
Leonard’s take on
Queen’s College in
Husbands, Providence
travel to Christ Church
for Foundation and
Harrison College go to
Waterford to face
Combermere. (MP)

THE ICC Board held its
first meeting of 2015 at
the ICC Headquarters in
Dubai on 28 January.
Among the decisions made
and reports received were:

ICC Cricket World Cup
2015 playing conditions

The ICC Board rein-
stated the use of a Super
Over in the event of a tie
in the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 final. This now
replicates the arrange-
ments for the ICC Cricket
World Cup 2011 final and
other recent ICC events
where a winner will be de-
termined on the day of the
final (weather permit-
ting), and a Super Over
was the most credible way
to separate the two sides.

The ICC Board also ap-
proved a change to the ap-
plication of ICC Code of
Conduct offences relating
to slow over-rates in ICC
events so that captains do
not carry any prior minor
over-rate offence ‘strikes’
or over-rate suspensions
from other series into an
ICC event.

This approval means all
captains will enter the
ICC Cricket World Cup
2015 with no over-rate
‘strikes’ against their

names, and they will only
be suspended from play-
ing in an ICC Cricket
World Cup 2015 match if
over-rate offences are com-
mitted during the event.

Any over-rate ‘strikes’
incurred prior to the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2015
will be carried forward to
the first bilateral series
after the event.

Player behaviour and
safety

The ICC Board reiter-

ated its support for the
umpires clamping down
on poor player behaviour,
particularly leading into
and during the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2015.

The Board considered
issues around player
safety following the tragic
death of Australia bats-
man Phillip Hughes dur-
ing a first-class match,
and was briefed on the
ICC-supported research
project to improve the
safety of cricket helmets

which has recently re-
sulted in a new British
Safety Standard being in-
troduced.

It was noted that helmet
manufacturers have now
introduced a number of
new helmet models that
comply with the updated
British Standard,and that
an increasing number of
international players have
been choosing to wear the
helmet models that com-
ply with this new safety
standard.

U-16 tourney
to kick off
today

Queen’s College
through to NSC Girl’s
Basketball finals

Hundreds down to
compete at Joseph
Payne Memorial Classic

Outcomes from ICC Board and
Committee meetings

(L-R) Narayanaswami Srinivasan, ICC Chairman, David Richardson, ICC Chief
Executive and Mustafa Kamal, ICC President attends the ICC Board Meeting.
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By Michael Phillips

YELLOW House man-
aged to effect a com-
plete turnaround and
end a six year dynasty
when Wesley Hall
Juniors took to the
National Stadium for
their annual inter-
house athletics cham-
pionships. Sharing
the venue with Bay
Primary on
Wednesday, Yellow
House moved all the
way to the top of the
crop after finishing
dead last in 2014.
Coming away with 394
points, Yellow House
stood 100 points
ahead a last-placed
Green House (294)
while Blue House fin-
ished on 356 and Red
were relegated to
third on 309.

Kevion Newton was
the hero of the day as he
brought home 40 points
for the champions. The
tiny eight-year old
proved a little too tough

to catch, winning all four
of his events. He beat
Joshua Grant and
Gregston Roberts to the
line in the 80 Metre (M)
with a time of 12.19 sec-

onds (s), while the two
switched second and
third place in the 100 M
which went to Newton in
15.35 s. Posting a leap of
3.54 M in the Under-9

Long Jump, Newton’s
other event was the 150
M (23.96 s), which saw
Roberts and Khalil
Plummer finishing sec-
ond and third.

The top girl  in the
school was Tiara Millar
and she helped Blue
House to their second
place with 31 points. She
barely edged out Yellow’s
Sheyenne Catlyn for the
Victrix Ludorum title as
Catlyn finished on 30.
Millar, also an Under-9
athlete, had wins in the
80 M (13.92 s) and the
Long Jump (3.30 M) but
had to settle for a third
place in the 100 M be-
hind Danica Lorde and
Fantasia Sealy.

The Under-11 Girls

were led home by Yellow
House’s Lanecia
Harewood (26), while her
male counterpart was
Zachary Alexander of
Blue (33). Red House had
one champion in Amari
Knight with 26 points
while Catlyn was up
front in the Under-13
Girls. The Open division
belonged to Asha
Stevenson in the girls
and she brought home an
additional 10 points for
Yellow House. The Open
Boys champion was
Leonardo Harewood (9).

THE Barbados Turf Club
must be very pleased
with the large crowds at-
tending racing recently,
and Saturday looks like
it will be another well at-
tended day, as thanks to
the sponsorship by
Coolmore Stud, the fea-
ture race, the Coolmore
“Home of Champions”
Stakes & Trophy (GR.1. -
BAR) for 3-year-olds and
over rated 140 and below
going 1800 metres, has
attracted 10 runners, in-
cluding seven that are
nominated for the Sandy
Lane Barbados Gold
Cup, which is scheduled
to be run on 7 March.

This race is the lead up
to the Gold Cup, and the
performances of the
horses in this race goes a
long way in determining
who should or should not
take their chances run-
ning in what is the
biggest race on the
Barbados Turf Club’s cal-
endar.

All eyes will be on the
4-year-old chestnut colt,
Just a Fashion, who has
already accumulated
nine wins from 12 starts,

and earned his owner
$105,055.

Considered by many as
the best horse in train-
ing at the Garrison, he
has won three times at
1100 metres, and six
times at 1570 metres.
However, the Gold Cup is
run over 1800 metres,
the same distance that
the Coolmore will be run
tomorrow. He has only
been over that trip once,
and that was on the 19
July, when he finished
sixth of seven, and which
was the only race he took
part in and finished out
of the money. The ques-
tion he has to answer to-
morrow is, can he get the
1800 meter distance, or
is 1570 his best distance?
Or was it that he finished
down the field because
on that day he reared in
the gate just as the
starter had released
them, causing him to
loose a bit at the start,
and further, then imme-
diately ran into trouble
within the first 20 me-
tres of the race? The
Asysha Syndicate owned,
Richard Deane trained

colt, has Jalon Samuel in
the saddle this time, and
he is well known for win-
ning big races, so the
question of the colts abil-
ity to get the 1800 me-
tres Gold Cup distance,
should be known by the
end of the race tomorrow.

Another one that will
be closely watched is, the
Sir David Seale owned,
2013, Gold Cup winner,
the 6-year-old chestnut
horse, Aristodemus, who
is making a return to rac-
ing after one year off the
track.

The Elizabeth ‘Liz’
Deane trained horse will
have Jason Leacock in
the saddle. The question
is, has he fully returned
to form, and be a capable
contender for the Gold
Cup? Or will he be a bit
rusty and need a race or
two to get him back to his
best. That question will
also be answered after
the race tomorrow.

The creole, Sirius
Black, owned by David
Bynoe, Stephen Walcott
and Marina Corbin, is
another that will  be
closely watched. This 5-

year-old gelding, trained
by Victor Cheeseman,
will have the experienced
Ricky Walcott in the sad-
dle tomorrow. He is nom-
inated for both the Gold
Cup and the Tanglewood
Stakes, so his perform-
ance could well influence
which race the connec-
tions may choose for him.
Sir David, also has,
Marcus Antonius and
Daunting David in to-
morrows race.

Two others racing to-
morrow that are nomi-
nated for the Gold Cup,
are Sarava Point, who
will be stepping up in
class, and Giovedi, who
race fans know can turn
in some exceptional per-
formances on his best
day.

The mare Daga, is also
running tomorrow, but
she is not nominated for
the Gold Cup, however, a
strong performance by
her could encourage her
connections to give con-
sideration to paying a
penalty at the second
stage of nominations on 6
February to come into
the Gold Cup race. (CH)

Another large crowd expected
at races tomorrow

Yellow puts an end 
to Red’s reign

Lanicia Harewood of Yellow House winning the U-11
Girls 200m. Kevion Newton of Yellow House winning the Under 9 Boys 100m.
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By Michael Phillips

BLUE HOUSE were forced
into second place as they
made room at the top for
Yellow House in the Bay
Primary inter-house athletic

championships. Being held
at the National Stadium on
Wednesday alongside Wesley
Hall Juniors, Yellow House
blasted last year’s winners
by over 100 points (418) to
take top honours on the

track.
Helped by sterling efforts from

Latavia Greenidge-Joseph (30),
Kemar Butler (30) and Amir
Gustave (30), Yellow House
worked their way up to the total
while Blue House ended on 313.
Green House was not too far be-
hind in third with 291, while
Red House rounded out the
group with 271 points.

Despite finishing third, Green
House had the most outstanding
athletes in Danika Roachford,
who was the Victrix Ludorum
with 38 points, while Mark
Cummings was the top boy with
40 points. Roachford led the
Under-11 Girls home in the 200
Metre (M) in 32.91 seconds (s)
with Sara-Ann Alleyne right on

her back (32.98). The 10 year-
old was also across the line first
in the 400 M, stopping the clock
at 1:47.42 minutes, while her
other win came in the 100 M
(15.50 s). She missed out on two
extra points when she finished
second to Yellow House’s Sanaa
Best (2:03.26 minutes) in the
Open Girls 600 M.

Cummings had an awesome
day on the track as he won all
four of his events.A time of 14.45
s saw him taking Gold in the
Under-13 Boys 100 M with
Gustave finishing a close second
(14.58 s). As a matter of fact,
Gustave would come home be-
hind Cummings twice more in
the 200 and 400 M events.

Cummings clocked 28.90 s and
1:07.24 minutes respectively in
the 200 and 400. Cummings
capped off his performance with
a leap of 4.60 M in the Long
Jump.

With Greenidge-Joseph tak-
ing the top spot in the Under-9
Girls, the Boys’ title went to
Thierri Griffith, who also gave
Yellow 28 points. Roachford’s
male counterpart in the Under-
11 division was Butler, while
Cummings was joined by Blue
House’s Xiomara Aymes in
Under-13. Cummings also took
top honours in the Open Boys
category while Open Girls went
to Trimice Millar and Best, both
of Yellow House.

Blue dethroned at Bay
Primary championships

These young ladies showcasing the variety of Hair Styles which Bay Primary had to offer.

Kemar Butler of Yellow House winning the Under 11 Boys
400m.

Thierry Griffith of Yellow House winning the Under 9 Boys 100m.

Tanesha Arthur of Green House won the Under 11 Girls Long
Jump.
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THE ICC has confirmed
that the Event Technical
Committee of the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2015
has approved Nikita
Miller as a replacement
player for Sunil Narine
in West Indies’ squad 
for the tournament,
which starts on 14
February.

Narine withdrew from
the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 earlier this
week after he felt he re-
quired more time to be
able to confidently bowl
for a sustained period in
international cricket
with his new action.

The 32-year-old Miller
has represented the West
Indies in 45 One-Day
Internationals and has
taken 40 wickets with his
left-arm spin. His last
ODI was against
England in March 2014.

The replacement was
approved as an excep-
tional circumstance.

The Event Technical
Committee of the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2015
is Geoff Allardice (ICC
General Manager –
Cricket, Chairman),
Campbell Jamieson (ICC
General Manager –
Commercial), John
Harnden (Chief
Executive, CWC 2015
LOC), Gavin Larsen
(Cricket Operations
Manager, New Zealand),
Russel Arnold and
Sanjay Manjrekar (inde-
pendent nominees).

The West Indies in in
Pool B of the ICC Cricket
World Cup 2015 along
with defending champion
India, Ireland, former
winner Pakistan, African
rivals South Africa and
Zimbabwe, and qualifier
United Arab Emirates
(UAE). The West Indies
will play its opening
match against Ireland at
Saxton Oval in Nelson on
16 February.

WEST INDIES has
been fined for a mini-
mum over-rate breach
of the ICC Code of
Conduct during the
fifth and final One-
Day International
(ODI) against South
Africa in Centurion on
Wednesday.

Chris Broad of the
Emirates Elite Panel of
ICC Match Referees im-
posed the fines after the
side, led by Jason Holder,
was ruled to be two overs
short of its target when
time allowances were
taken into consideration.

In accordance with
Article 2.5.1 of the ICC
Code of Conduct for
Players and Player
Support Personnel,
which relates to minor
over-rate offences, play-
ers are fined 10 per cent
of their match fees for
every over their side fails
to bowl in the allotted
time, with the captain
fined double that
amount.

As such, Holder was
fined 40 per cent of his
match fee, while his play-
ers received 20 per cent
fines.

Committee
approves
replacement in
West Indies’
squad for the
ICC CWC 2015

WI fined for
slow over-rate
in final ODI
against S. Africa
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 22-Jan-15 - - - $1.82 $1.82 - $1.85 - 7,228 -

Banks Holdings Limited -* 27-Jan-15 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.88 2,010 7,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 26-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.49 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 27-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $3.00 $3.65 1,029 566

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 16,566

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.17 $0.22 16,333 20,000
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.51 $0.55 200 20,000
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 23-Jan-15 - - - $6.34 $6.34 - $6.40 - 216,422 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 28-Jan-15 - - - $2.41 $2.41 - $2.40 $2.41 500 6,640

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 4,245

Massy Holdings Limited 28-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $19.00 $20.00 100 17

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.85 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 3,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 29-Jan-15 16,350 $1.80 $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 $0.00 $1.76 $1.80 200 60,047

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 16,350 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 $101.00 15,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 28-Jan-15 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 25,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 29, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4808 -0.0002
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4953 0.0013
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2645 -0.0023
22-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.288 0.0020
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8106   4.8106 4.8106   0.0008
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8425 -0.0079
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0032 -0.0043
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w   2.28 0.02
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.03
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 16,350 $1.80 $1.75 $1.75 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 29, 2015

One security traded firm as 16,350 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $28,779.78. Sagicor Financial
Corporation was the sole security trading 16,350 shares at a high $1.80 and a low of $1.75 before closing firm at $1.75. 

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 29th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 29, 2015 January 28, 2015
Local  2,132.22 2,132.22 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 610.30 610.30 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 29, 2015 January 28, 2015

Local  5,352.35 5,352.35 -   
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -     
Composite 8,214.06 8,214.06 - 

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.
Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.
Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.
Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company will be held on February 6th, 2015.
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=76306&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb


REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

Milestone 
Realty

428-9376/259-9019
FOR RENT

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom house 
in Rendezvous Gardens 
$1400.00.

FOR SALE

Two properties, near kayaking 
Club, Inch Marlow/Long Beach, 
50 yds from ocean:

Two storey 5 Bedroom, 2 
bathroom house with pool 
$950,000

Three bedroom 2 bath timber 
property on 9,000 sq. ft. 
$550,000.

VEHICLES
2002 Mitsubishi Lancer

Loaded
Recently painted

Engine needs some repairs
Price negotiable.

Contact:235-2363 for details

SERVICES FOR
RENT

Your Booking Agent for 
Live Musicians

Caribbean Musician

Tel:230- 9500

JOB SEEKERS
Auxiliary nurse 12 years 
experience seeks job as nurse 
or companion with the elderly. 
Nights only. Call or whatsapp

Tel:828-7419

FORM R          REGULATION 0

NOTICE OF SITTING OF LIQUOR 
LICENCE AUTHORITY

(Liquor Licence Act Cap. 182)

Notice is hereby given that a Sit-
ting of the Licence Authority for 
District “C” will be held on Thurs-
day 19th February 2015 at  
9:00a.m. at Magistrate’s Court 
District “C” for the purpose of 
granting licences,  transferring of 
licences and order for registra-
tions of Clubs under the 
above-mentioned Act.

Dated at Magistrate’s Court Dis-
trict “C” this 26th January 2015.

W. Blenman
Clerk to the Licensing Authority

N.B. All Applications should be 
in at least twenty-one (21) days 
before the above-mentioned 
date of Sitting.

NOTICES NOTICES
LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE

(Cap. 182)

APPLICANT: Eric Foster

OCCUPATION: 

ADDRESS: Chalky Mount, St. 
Andrew

PREMISES: White wooden 
structure trimmed in 
green10x18, Chalky Mount, St. 
Andrew

Dated this 26th day of January 
2015

Signed:Eric Foster
Applicant. 

Application for a grant of a  Re-
tail Licence will be considered at 
a Licensing Court to be held at 
Magistrates Courts District ‘D’ on 
Monday the 16th day of Febru-
ary, 2015 at 9 ‘o’ clock a.m.

Iteshua Boyce (Mrs)
Clerk to the Licensing  

Authority.

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on

.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874
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MELBOURNE, Australia –
Andy Murray has reached
the Australian Open final
for the fourth time, giving
him one more chance to end
his winless streak at
Melbourne Park.

The sixth-seeded Murray beat
No. 7 Tomas Berdych 6-7 (6), 6-
0, 6-3, 7-5 in a semifinal littered
with flashes of anger Thursday
night, capping off a day when
Serena Williams and Maria
Sharapova set up a women’s
final featuring the two top
ranked players – a first in 11
years at Melbourne Park.

Murray has lost three finals at
Melbourne Park – to Roger
Federer in 2010 and Novak
Djokovic in ‘11 and ‘13. He’ll get
a chance to end that streak on
Sunday, against either Djokovic
or defending champion Stan
Wawrinka. Since those losses,
he has won the U.S. Open and
Wimbledon titles to end a long
drought for British men in the

majors.
Top-ranked Serena Williams

has won all five Australian Open
finals she has contested, her last
coming in 2010.After holding on
to win the tough first set against
19-year-old Madison Keys, the
18-time Grand Slam champion
dominated the second set in a 7-
6 (5), 6-2 victory.

Sharapova won the 2008 title,
but was comprehensively out-
played in her two other trips to
the final – by Williams in 2007
and by Victoria Azarenka in
2012.

Williams, who has struggled
with a cold for a week, said she’d
benefit from a tough workout in
the all-American semifinal
against Keys, who pounded her
with heavy groundstrokes and a
big serve for the first set.

“She pushed me really hard
the first set ... and I had to really
dig deep mentally to get through
that,” Williams said. “It was a
little frustrating. I had like nine

or 10 match points and couldn’t
close it out.That doesn’t happen
so much.She played like she did-
n’t have anything to lose.”

Keys, playing in her first
Grand Slam semifinal, saved
seven match points on serve in a
penultimate game that lasted
more than 11 minutes.Williams
kept her cool, though, wasting
one match point on her serve be-
fore closing with an ace to reach
her 23rd major final. Williams
was at her best after dropping
her opening service game, fin-
ishing the match with just one
double-fault, firing 13 aces and
defending when she needed to
defend.

Sharapova, who beat No. 10-
seeded Ekaterina Makarova 6-3,
6-2 in an all-Russian semifinal,
has lost her last 15 matches
against Williams. Her only two
wins in their 18 career meetings
were in 2004.

“I think my confidence should
be pretty high going into a final

of a Grand Slam no matter who
I’m facing and whether I’ve had
a terrible record, to say the least,
against someone,” Sharapova

said. “It doesn’t matter. I got
there for a reason. I belong in
that spot. I will do everything I
can to get the title.”

Murray into final: Williams,
Sharapova to meet in Australia

Andy Murray of Britain gestures as he plays Tomas Berdych
of the Czech Republic during their semifinal match at the
Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne,
Australia, yesterday.

     



PHOENIX –
Quarterbacks Russell
Wilson and Tom Brady
make the Super Bowl
49 clash between the
Seattle Seahawks and
New England Patriots
a duel of contrasting
styles.

New England’s Brady,
of course, is already guar-
anteed his spot in the Hall
of Fame. A three-time
Super Bowl winner, the
37-year-old Brady will be
the first quarterback to
start six Super Bowls.

Playing the game’s mar-
quee position in classic
style, Brady won titles in
2002, 2004 and 2005, but
since then has twice fallen
to the New York Giants in
the Super Bowl, in 2008
and 2012.

With a victory over the
Seahawks, Brady would
match his boyhood idol
Joe Montana and Terry
Bradshaw as starting
quarterbacks with four
rings.

Wilson, 26, recalls
watching as a teenager
when Brady won his first
Super Bowl crown.

Small for an NFL quar-
terback at 5 ft 11 inches
(1.80 metres), Wilson has
defied expectations with
a strong arm and running
ability and will be the
youngest quarterback in

league history to start two
Super Bowls.

“Russell and Tom Brady
are both great winners,”
Seahawks coach Pete
Carroll said. “Tom has
had a long time to prove
that. Russell is at the
early stages of proving
that to the world. But he’s
got a chance to be simi-
lar.”

Similar someday in ac-
complishment, perhaps,
but not in style.

“He throws the ball
kind of like a baseball, so
at times it is a little bit
more difficult to catch be-
cause he puts a lot of ve-
locity on it,” Seattle wide
receiver Doug Baldwin
said of Wilson, who is
adept at throwing on the
run, but can just as easily
take off with the ball.

“However, it is very ac-
curate and it is a tight spi-
ral.When you pick it up in
it’s trajectory it is pretty
much going to where it is
going to go.”

Patriots wide receiver
Julian Edelman calls a
ball thrown by Brady, a
field general most at
home passing from the
pocket “a pretty ball” – as
he’d expect from a veteran
who never stops trying to
improve.

“He still has a quarter-
back coach come out and

coach him up all the time,”
Edelman said. “He’s al-
ways working on his fun-
damentals.”

Competitive mindset
Even after his precocious
Super Bowl success last
year, in which his
Seahawks routed future
Hall of Famer Peyton
Manning’s Denver
Broncos 43-8, some critics
dismissed Wilson as a
“game manager” a quar-
terback of pedestrian tal-
ent who succeeded
through minimizing risk
and making use of the
tools available such as
spectacular Seahawks
running back Marshawn
Lynch.

Carroll said that if any
proof was needed that
Wilson is an athlete of
elite stature, not only in
his skills but in his mind-
set, it was evident in the
Seahawks’ stunning over-

time victory over Green
Bay in the NFC champi-
onship game.

Wilson had thrown four
interceptions and Seattle
trailed by double digits
late in regulation.

But Wilson kept his
faith and his focus, guid-
ing three touchdown
drives for the win.

“He’s got a tremendous
competitive mindset,”
Carroll said. “You saw a
tremendous illustration of
that. I don’t think you
could hope an athlete at
this level could have a
more clear mindset of
what it takes to come
through and get it done
more so than what
Russell has.”

Brady was in his first
year as a starter, his sec-
ond in the league, when
he won his first Super
Bowl title in 2002, lead-
ing the Patriots over the
St. Louis Rams.

He admits now that he
didn’t understand the
magnitude of lifting two
more titles in the next
three years.

“That happened so
fast,” Brady said. “I didn’t
even understand what
was happening.”

Since then he’s endured
two Super Bowl disap-
pointments, one of those

defeats coming at the
same University of
Phoenix Stadium where
he’ll play on Sunday.

Brady says that coinci-
dence won’t weigh on him.

“It’s not where you play,
it’s how you play,” he said.
Against Wilson and the
Seahawks, “if we want to
win this game, we’ve got
to play really well.”
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FANS attending Sunday’s
Super Bowl in Arizona
will face tight restrictions
on what they can take into
the stadium as a huge se-
curity operation swings
into action to protect the
biggest annual US sports
event.

US Homeland Security
Secretary Jeh Johnson
met top local law enforce-
ment officials in Phoenix
on Wednesday and will
visit the University of
Phoenix stadium in
nearby Glendale, where
the Seattle Seahawks will
play the New England
Patriots for the National
Football League champi-
onship.

Ticket-holders are being
told to get there early for
a rigorous security screen-

ing procedure that will in-
volve metal detectors and
a pat-down search.

Deadly shootings in
Paris and the recent ar-
rest of suspects in
Belgium, Greece and
Germany have height-
ened fears of more attacks
around the world, and so-
cial media accounts linked
to Middle East militant
groups have carried a
number of threats to at-
tack high-profile US
events.

Federal security officials
have said US agencies are
unaware of any specific or
credible terrorist threat
against the Super Bowl.
Johnson echoed that on
Wednesday.

At a news conference,
NFL Chief Security

Officer Jeffrey Miller said:
“Most items cannot be car-
ried into the stadium.”

Only clear plastic, vinyl
or PVC bags measuring
12 inches by 6 inches by
12 inches, or 1-gallon
freezer bags, will be per-
mitted, as well as small
clutch bags “approxi-
mately the size of a hand,”
he said.

Coolers, backpacks,
computer and camera
bags, and all other kinds
of luggage are prohibited,
as are bottles and bever-
ages including alcohol,
camcorders, food, fire-
works, Frisbees and um-
brellas, according to an
NFL list.

Exceptions will made
for medically necessary
items, after an inspection

at a specially designated
stadium gate.

“While the level of secu-
rity is high, there should
only be a moderate incon-
venience for our fans: a
very small price to pay,”
Miller said.

Debora Black, chief of
the Glendale Police
Department, said that
while most people viewed
the Super Bowl as an ex-
citing finale to the football
season, others saw the
event as a target.

“We are confident that
we are prepared to iden-
tify and protect against
any threat,” Black said.
“While the world is fo-
cused on the (Phoenix-
area) Valley for this week,
we have been focused on
this week for over a year."

Super Bowl fans to face strict
security checks at stadium

Super Bowl QBs Wilson, Brady a study in contrasts

PHOENIX – The New
England Patriots may
have one of the NFL’s most
potent offenses but they
expect to have their hands
full in Sunday’s Super
Bowl when they face a suf-
focating Seattle Seahawks
defense that is second to
none.

New England put up a
whopping 45 points during
their AFC championship
game earlier this month

but one would be hard-
pressed to find any mem-
ber the team expecting a
similar output in the NFL’s
championship game.

“We’re going to have our
hands full trying to move
the ball and score points
against them,as everybody
else does,” said Patriots
head coach Bill Belichick.

“So we’ll work hard to
come up with the best plan
we can, execute as well as

we can, and see what hap-
pens Sunday. You know, it
will be tough – that’s for
sure. They’re good.”

At the heart of Seattle’s
“Legion of Boom” defense
is safety Kam Chancellor
and Pro Bowl cornerback
Richard Sherman, who
have caused fits for their
opponents all season long.

In the NFC champi-
onship game versus the
Green Bay Packers, the

Seahawks held Aaron
Rodgers to the lowest play-
off passer rating of his bril-
liant career.

“They’re physical,
they’re fast, and they al-
ways come ready and pre-
pared,” said Patriots tight
end Rob Gronkowski.
“We’ve got to be ready,
we’ve got to practice hard
this week,we’ve got to pre-
pare,and we have to go out
with some juice.”

Tom Brady has thrown
an interception in each of
his team’s two playoff
games, a streak he will be
eager to halt against a
Seattle defense that is the
first since the 1985-86
Bears to lead the NFL in
fewest points and yards al-
lowed in consecutive sea-
sons.

Brady is not losing sleep
over facing Seattle defend-
ers who are very conscious

of getting their eyes on the
quarterback when he is
ready to throw the football
and who also have a repu-
tation for stripping the ball
from their opponents.

“We put together a plan
that we like and we think
can exploit some of the
things that we see,” said
Brady. “I’m sure they’ll be
confident. We’ll be confi-
dent.That’s why we go out
and play the game.”

Patriots expect to have ‘hands full’ with Seattle defense

Tom Brady Russell Wilson
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THE Royal Barbados
Police Force continues
to have significant
challenges with road
policing.

According to Acting
Commissioner of Police
Tyrone Griffith, drivers
are still not adhering to
the rules and regulations
relating to traffic and of
great concern is the
number of unlicensed
vehicles as well as those
exhibiting fictitious
number plates on our
roads.

“We need to do
significant work on this,
to bring it to a level that is
satisfactory,” Griffith
remarked at the start 
of the Royal Barbados
Police Force’s Annual
Conference at Solidarity
House this week.

Addressing another
matter, the acting
commissioner stated 
that public concern is
particularly high, as it
relates to firearm related
crime. He however

suggested that “the media
hype” has added to the
public’s perception of a
heightened fear of crime.

These and other
matters were to be
addressed at the annual
conference, which
wrapped up yesterday at
Solidarity House.

Griffith further noted
that the conference in
particular would look at
the challenges of 2015 and
the programme that will
be adopted to improve on
the success of 2014.

“I want to believe that
we all are prepared well
for this conference. As we
set about our discussions,
we must bear in mind the
difficult economic climate
that prevails and we must
recognise that if growth of
the economy is to be
realised, a significant
catalyst will have to be the
existence of a safe and
secure environment,” the
Commissioner told officers
gathered.

FORCE on Page 6

Firearm crime also high on
Force’s crime fighting agenda

I AM THE WINNER! Raheem Archer of Blue House was unable to contain his joy when he
dominated the field to win the Under-13 Boys 100m race during the West Terrace Primary sports meet at the
National Stadium yesterday. In the end, Red House took top spot. (See Page 37)

ROAD
POLICING
PUSH

Hundreds down 
to compete at
Joseph Payne

Memorial Classic
– Page 38

      




