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DEEP Veins Thrombosis (DVT) has been
cited as the third most common cardio-
vascular disorder after heart attack and
stroke, interms of mortality and potential
complications.

Anthony Harris, Cardiovascular and

Vascular Surgeon and Director of Medical
Services at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
(QEH) has revealed that in Barbados,
this ailment may actually be the fourth
most common, with peripheral vascular
disease preceding it.

“In Barbados I would posit to say that
it might be fourth. Heart attack, stroke,

peripheral vascular disease and DVT,
perhaps in that order, given our preva-
lence of diabetes and hypertension, I
think that the arterial circulation being
blocked is perhaps a little more common
than the DVT here,” he noted as he pre-
sented the Lecture, “The Prevention and
Management of Deep Vein Thrombosis in

Barbados,” recently.
Explaining that DVT was the process

whereby a blood clot formed abnormally
within an unbroken vein, he noted that it
was indeed something that was not truly
desired and was obviously problematic.

DVT on Page 4

PRIME Minister Freundel Stuart
has given the assurance that
Government, through its policy
choices, will continue to make the
preservation of the exchange rate a
matter of priority.

He was speaking yesterday afternoon
at the Barbados Chamber of Commerce
and Industry’s business meeting held at
the Hilton Barbados Resort.

“I give this assurance, well aware that
this will serve neither as a deterrent
nor a discouragement to that small co-
terie of alarmists who continue to be-
lieve in economic witchcraft and are
therefore preoccupied with and in-
trigued by this brand of necromancy,” he
mused.

The Prime Minister said it is his un-
derstanding that devaluation is sup-
posed to be a policy response to a
“chronic disequilibrium in a country’s
balance of payments position”. Its ra-
tionale is to correct a chronic imbalance
by making imports more expensive and
exports cheaper.

He alluded to economist Sir Arthur
Lewis who said that “devaluation raises
the cost of imports and therefore the
cost of living. This provides demands of
higher wages and other incomes…”

Prime Minister said the country has
defended this exchange rate for the last
40 years. “We have done so because in
good times and in bad, this exchange
has served us well. Those who blithely
and glibly argue that our currency is
over-valued have not been able to show
us how devaluation has improved spec-
tacularly the situation of those neigh-
bours who pursued that course,” he said.

The Prime Minister told members of
the private sector that while
Government continues to create an 

PM on Page 3

PM: DEVALUATION
NOT AN OPTION!

Barbadians warned to take care against DVT

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart (left) makes a point while Barbados Chamber of Commerce and Industry President
Tracey Shuffler (centre) and Senior Vice President Eddie Abed listen attentively, during the organization’s meeting
at the Hilton Barbados Resort yesterday.
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BARBADOS’ Governor
General, His
Excellency Sir Elliott
Belgrave, has been
lauded for his contin-
ued partnership with
this island’s schools.

This accolade was ex-
tended to His Excellency
by Education Officer 

with the Ministry of
Education, Science,
Technology and
Innovation, Olwyn
Walker, while she deliv-
ered remarks during the
Governor General’s offi-
cial visit to the St. Jude’s
Primary School yesterday.

“The Ministry of

Education, Science,
Technology and
Innovation continues to
applaud the association
that has developed be-
tween His Excellency and
the school population of
Barbados. I am convinced
that the name Sir Elliott
Belgrave has now become

embedded in the minds 
of our nation’s children.
These visits promote a
sense of national pride 
as students can engage 
in authentic interaction
with our beloved
Governor General.”

While making mention
of upcoming celebrations

of Black History Month
and celebrations for
National Heroes Day,
Walker also encouraged
students at the rural
school to “do some re-
search and to discover
those who have made 
sacrifices to build and
contribute to this nation”.

Her comments followed
those of Principal of the

St. Jude’s Primary School,
Undine Shorey, who in
her welcome highlighted
the hard work Sir Elliott
would have put into ob-
taining his achievements
and expressed a hope that
the school’s pupils would
follow his example and
would aim high as they
attempt to accomplish
their dreams. (MG)

The little ones from Reception gave an impressive
presentation as they danced to the salsa beat. Here,
two members of the dance group display their
moves.

AN EAR FULL! Governor General, His Excellency Sir Elliott Belgrave, listening 
attentively as Reception student, Hayden Bailey, engages him in conversation
during his visit to St. Jude’s Primary School yesterday.

Tiara Gibson speaking to His Excellency Sir Elliott Belgrave about her school.

Governor General praised 
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PRIME Minister Freundel
Stuart says the uncertainty
of the future of the sugar 
industry cannot be blamed
on the Government.

He was at the time re-
sponding to pointed remarks
made by Edward Clarke
Director of Barbados Farms,
who said the industry is
owed $10 million by
Government and is at the
stage of collapse.

During the question
and answer section 
following an address
hosted by the Barbados
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BCCI) to the busi-
ness community at the Hilton
Barbados Resort yesterday,
Clarke demanded a clear state-
ment on where the industry
stands, saying that the crop is
scheduled to start at the end of
February.“We haven’t been paid
the final payment for the 2014.

“It is time to speak the truth,
say where we are, let us under-
stand where the money is com-
ing from, when it is coming, and
get the industry going. The in-
dustry has lost total confidence,”
Clarke said.

The Prime Minister told the

audience that during a recent
meeting with stakeholders, it
was stated by them that they
were satisfied that the path for
the future of the sugar cane in-
dustry was clear.

Prime Minister Stuart 
assured Clarke that after a 
discussion with Minister of
Finance, Christopher Sinckler,
yesterday morning,he was given

the assurance that the funds 
are available and the Barbados
Agricultural Management
Company (BAMC) should re-
ceive the monies from ANSA

Merchant Bank.
He reminded that the sugar

industry is private sector-led,
which was seeing declines from
the 19th century. He recalled
that during the 1990s, that
Government had to step in to
help the industry, which he said
was in a “horrible” state.

“From the 19th century, the
sugar industry of Barbados and
other parts of the Caribbean
were in decline and the people
who were managing it, did noth-
ing at all to arrest the decline.
The Government stepped in in
the early 1990s and tried to save
it.”

He mused that as a child 
there were six sugar factories in
St. Philip alone producing over
200 000 tonnes of sugar. Today
there is one remaining, produc-
ing around 15 000 tonnes.

“That has nothing to do with
the Government, it has to do
with (how) the industry was
managed over the years.

“The Government’s policy was
announced over and over again,
and when I say the government,
I don’t only mean the present
government, the previous 
government committed itself 
to a sugar cane industry in
Barbados. So this is nothing
new. We had study after study
on this issue, we reached the
stage of paralysis by analysis.

“We are going in the direction
of a sugar cane industry where
we will concentrate less on the
production of bulk sugars and
more on the creation of specialty
sugars and concentrate more on
using the sugar cane industry
as a source of energy,” he stated.

(JH)

THE overall slowdown has been
causing cash flow problems for
the Government of Barbados.

This reality was outlined by
Prime Minister Freundel Stuart
in a frank discussion to the busi-
ness community as he delivered
an address at the Barbados
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry’s luncheon at the
Hilton Barbados Resort yester-
day afternoon.

When asked by a member of
the Chamber about VAT and

Income Tax Returns, Prime
Minister Stuart noted that the
challenges facing the economy
have posed some challenges to
Government’s cash flow, but 
assured that these matters 
are being “steadily handled”.

“It is generally known that 
as a result of the difficulties
through which we have been
passing, there have been some
acute revenue challenges which
have stood in the way of the
Government discharging some
of its more familiar obligations.

“I take the position that no
matter how long night lasts,
dawn has to break. I think dawn
is breaking for us and 2015 is

promising to be a much better
year than 2014. I think our 
metrics are going to look a lot
better in 2015.

“I know that it is very easy for
people to understand and em-
brace the idea that an individual
does not have many at a given
time and therefore cannot af-
ford to do this or to do that. The
concept of a Government not
having money has not been 
easily digested in our societies,”
he remarked.

As it relates to VAT, he said it
has been concluded that this is
a challenge that has to be ad-
dressed in a more fundamental
manner.

“The VAT was introduced I be-
lieve around 1997, we have seen
it at work for a little while now
so we know its strength and its
weakness. The VAT office has
never, from day one and at any
time in its life, been adequately
or appropriately staffed and 
the Act has been much more
complex than experience has
shown it needed to be. We got 
a look taken at it by the
Caribbean Technical Assistance
Centre.

“It is our view that that appli-
cation of the VAT has to be sim-
plified and simplified in that
area that deals with zero rating,
because it is in the context of

zero rating that all of these 
refunds and so on about which
businesses have to complain ...
and therefore, we are going to 
be as part of a programme of
fairly comprehensive tax re-
form, we are going to be looking
at amendments to the VAT to
put it on a completely different
footing.

“Primarily items that are
VATable and items which qual-
ify for exemption.That zero rat-
ing melee has been causing too
many administrative and finan-
cial procedural problems and
therefore, we are going to be
tackling that issue,” he said.

(JH)

PM from Page 1

enabling environment, this
must be done within certain con-
straints, particularly in the in-
terest of guarding national secu-
rity. This, he noted, includes
agencies such as the Town and
Country Planning Department,
Immigration and Customs

Departments,and the Exchange
Control Authority.

“The movement of foreign ex-
change cannot be left to chance,
to whim or to caprice since ac-
cess to foreign exchange is the
means by which we protect both
our quality of life and our stan-
dard of living.

“Nothing which I have said on

this matter is intended to sug-
gest that there is any justifica-
tion for unnecessary obstacles
being placed in the way of the
private sector by the agencies
named. Facilitation and the im-
provement of our competitive-
ness are non-negotiable commit-
ments of the Government of
Barbados,” he said. (JH)

Gov’t committed to facilitation,
improving competitiveness

Edward Clarke, Director of Barbados Farms, asking his question.

Minister of Finance,
Christopher Sinckler, speaking
to journalists after the BCCI
luncheon.

Cash flow problems affecting returns, says Stuart
– ‘Zero rating’ 
creating a challenge

PM: Mismanagement hurt sugar industry
– Monies owed to
farmers to be paid
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By Ashlee Cox

WALKING programmes
have been highlighted
as one of the best
prevention and even
treatment for persons
suffering with Deep
Venous Thrombosis
(DVT).

As noted by Anthony
Harris,Cardiovascular and
Vascular Surgeon;Director
of Medical Services at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital
(QEH), simple activity is
the very first thing that he
would recommend in the
prevention of this disease.
He made the remarks as
he presented the lecture on
‘The Prevention and
Management of Deep Vein
Thrombosis in Barbados’

which was hosted by the
Barbados Drug Services at
the Lloyd Erskine
Sandiford Centre (LESC)
recently.

“As far as prevention
goes, I really want to stress
the non-drug approach to
it. There is perhaps for
venous health, no better
treatment than walking
exercises.You don’t have to
go to the gym, you don’t
have to lift weights, you
don’t have to run, you just
need to do walking and it
should be the first line of
both prevention and to
some extent treatment
with people with venous
conditions to get their
walking in,” he noted.

Continuing, he further
illustrated,“We advise that

you walk three times a
week, two miles away from
home, two miles back. You
walk away from home, so
you have to come back,that
gives you four miles – and
you probably start within
yourself and work your
way up,but what your goal
should be is that you walk
that within an hour, so you
walk four miles a hour.”

According to Harris,
while the walking exercises
need not be at a running
pace, they should not be too
slow either, instead a quick,
brisk walk that will not
only be great exercise and
assist with the DVT but
also helps everything
attributed to good health,
including the veins, blood
pressure and weight.

Furthermore, Barbados
is a wonderful country,
with the best environment
for this kind of programme,
as it is reasonably flat,and
is one of the ‘best
environments in the world
‘and there is as far as he
could see any good reason
not to engage in such a
programme here.

“We have fantastic
beaches, great sites, good
air, in fact there is no very
good reason not to do some
walking exercises with or
with out venous disease,
but if you have a tendency
for thrombosis or if you
have pre-existing venous
disease, I can give you no
better advice, than to tell
you to get into a walking
programme,” he stated.

THOSE who attended the
Barbados Drug Service’s
Lecture on the ‘Prevention
and Management of Deep
Vein Thrombosis in
Barbados’, were not only
enlightened about the
causes of the ailment, but
also got the opportunity to
ask some of their more
pressing medical
questions about the
disease and what they
should be on the look out
for. The lecture was
presented by Anthony
Harris, Cardiothoracic
and Vascular Surgeon,
Director of Medical
Services at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH),
at the Lloyd Erskine
Sandiford Centre, (LESC).

Dr. Harris further
explained the importance
of good blood circulation.

As noted by Harris, “Deep
venous thrombosis is an
intravascular clotting that
occurs abnormally on the
venous side...The ones
[veins] we are concerned
with, are the ones that are
deep inside the pelvis,
because those are the ones
where we can have the
most problems forming,”
he explained.

Highlighting some of the
reasons DVT occurred, he
noted that these may
include injury to the lining
of the veins, an increased
tendency to clot, decreased
mobility, including
hospitalisation and bed
rest, as well as obesity and
old age.

According to Harris, any
trauma to the vein could
result in injury, as well as
the inflammation of the

blood vessels and toxins.
He noted that the most
notorious toxin, he
highlighted was that of
nicotine from cigarette
smoke.

The increased tendency
to clot, he revealed could
be a purely genetic
problem, and he noted,
that there were some
conditions where one
lacked certain proteins
within the blood and this
increased the tendency to
clot.

“Nowadays if we have a
case with a patient with
DVT, we like to check to
make sure that you don’t
have these deficiencies,
because to my mind, I
don’t think we’ve done it in
Barbados as yet, but it
does seem to be not that
uncommon and we do tend

to find people who have
Protein S and Protein C
deficiencies and if we do,
these people usually have
a lifelong deficiency,” he
noted.

According to Harris,
Pulmonary Embolus can
be one of the major
complications from DVT
and this occurs when the
clot breaks off and blocks
the blood vessels in the
lungs.

“Pulmonary Embolus, is
the major complication of
DVT and the worst one
that we can get, so it’s the
one we are trying to
prevent. It’s when the clot
breaks off, travels to the
lungs and it blocks the
arteries in the lungs.
Because the clot is going to
have a greater tendency to
break off, as its fresh, it

tends to happen in the
early stages of the onset of
DVT. If you have any sign
that you are suspicious of
having a DVT, contact
your Doctor,”he cautioned.

“Clots forming in thighs
and pelvis are more likely
to lead to Pulmonary
Embolus, as the clots
would be bigger. It block
the flow of blood though
the blood vessels in the
lungs, and puts
tremendous pressure on
the flow of the heart,
trying to overcome and
increase flow in the body.
You can get pulmonary
hypertension.An increase
in the blood pressure going
to the lungs and it hurts
and damages the heart in
a similar way if not more
severely than it is on the
left side,” he added. (AC)

Walking programmes a must with DVT

Many came out to listen to this lecture.

Perils of DVT highlighted

Anthony Harris, Cardiovascular and Vascular
Surgeon; Director of Medical Services at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH).

Ladies
urged to
be more
active

DVT from Page 1

Stating that this was
a very serious ailment
all the same, he noted
that in a study
conducted in the USA,
there were one million
cases of the DVT, which
was expected to double
in the next 35 years and
it is his belief that
Barbados would mirror
that prediction,
especially as our
population got older.

“In Barbados we are
seeing that if you are
older than 70, you are
more at risk. We are
seeing more DVT in that
age group, certainly 50
and above, than we are
seeing in the younger
people,” he noted.

“Over the last two
years we’ve had over 150
cases of DVT admitted to
the QEH. This I believe
is a clear under-call,
because a lot of the cases
don’t need to be
admitted, they can get
adequate treatment at
home,” he noted.

He revealed that in
Barbados it is the
women who outstripped
the men in terms of
frequency of the disease,
and while he made no
suggestions as to what
that reason may be, for
its commonality with the
women, he did caution
the ladies to become
more active.
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THE Royal Barbados
Police Force (RBPF)
abhors corrupt
conduct by its
members and will do
all in accordance with
the law, to rid itself of
rogue officers.

Acting Commissioner of
Police, Tyrone Griffith,
made this declaration, as
he delivered an address
during the start of the
Royal Barbados Police
Force’s two-day Annual
Conference, which got
underway at Solidarity
House, Harmony Hall, St.
Michael, yesterday.

“Most of you are aware
of an ongoing
investigation into a
serious criminal matter,
involving members of the
Force. I can’t say seven
members like the media.
They seem to know more
than us, but these
investigations are still
delicately poised and I
would not want to say
very much more on the
specifics of this matter,”

the Acting Commissioner
remarked, in reference to
an alleged drug racket
being investigated, in
which some officers are
said to be involved.

“What I will say in a
more general context, is
that the Force abhors
corrupt conduct by its
members and will do all
in accordance with the
law, to rid itself of rogue
officers. There is no place
for such persons on the
Force,” the top cop sharply
added.

Stressing that the vast
majority of police men and
women are of high morals
and generally conduct
themselves professionally,
Griffith however
acknowledged that there
are a few bad apples that
exist, as he called upon
the upstanding officers to
help in rooting them out.

“I must concede that
there is a small
percentage and I say a
small percentage of
persons, who are

unscrupulous and even
evil. It therefore calls for
the honest, decent officers
to be ever vigilant and
work to ensure that they
do not permit this sore to
fester. I hope that all of us
will contribute in that
regard, in terms of
identifying those persons
and rooting out those
persons. It is important
that we keep the image of
the organisation a bright
one,” the Commissioner
announced.

Meanwhile, as it relates
to vacancies in the Force,
Griffith revealed that in
more recent times, the
Force has been seeing
significant increases in
the number of applicants
wanting to join the Force.
While on the one hand
this is encouraging, he
admitted that on the other
hand, what draws some
concern however, is the
fact that a number of
young persons are
disqualifying themselves,
through their

involvement in drug
activity, namely drug
abuse and the sale of
drugs.

Following the Acting
Commissioner’s address,
Acting Attorney General
Michael Lashley stressed
that efforts will soon be
underway, to attract a
certain calibre of
personnel to the Force.

“I am aware that there
are still a number of
vacancies in the Force and
that the Commissioner is
concerned that this
numbers shortage
continues to impede
efficiency. Over the
coming months, efforts
will be made to attract
persons who demonstrate
the moral fibre and
intellectual ability to
make a positive
contribution to the
operations of the Royal
Barbados Police Force,”
Lashley remarked.

He added, “I am sure
that the Commissioner
and his team will engage

the most stringent process
to ensure that only the
best candidates are

selected to be members of
this distinguished Force.”
(RSM)

IN addition to promised
capital works, the Royal
Barbados Police Force will
be receiving state-of-the-
art forensic technology, to
aid in its crime solving
efforts.

That was revealed by
Acting Attorney General
and Minister of Home
Affairs Michael Lashley,
as he delivered an address
at the start of the Royal
Barbados Police Force’s
Annual Conference. The
two-day conference is
being held at Solidarity
House.

The Acting Attorney
General told officers
present that Government

is aware of the need for
the Force to be provided
with state-of-the-art
forensic technology, to aid
in effective investigation
and case resolution and is
therefore in the process of
acquiring the new IBIS
Bullettrax HD3D
Acquisition Station and
the Bullet Viewer
software licence.

“This equipment is
valued at over Bds$800
000, but it is considered a
worthwhile investment,
since it will enhance the
Force’s forensic capacity
in relation to the
examination and analysis
of bullets recovered at

scenes of crime,” Lashley
announced.

In addition to upgraded
equipment, Lashley
stated that he was
pleased that members of
the Force have been
building capacity through
their participation in
various training
opportunities being
offered locally and by
regional and
international partners.
Various courses in
Polygraph testing,
cybercrime and crime
prevention have been
offered through agencies
such as the Regional
Security System, the

Caribbean Basin Security
Initiative and the
Organisation of American
States, Lashley noted.

Training, he said, is also
being provided in newly
emerging areas of crime
and in this regard,
members from the
Narcotics section have
been trained in the
detection and handling of
victims of human
trafficking, while
members of the Force, in
collaboration with other
stakeholders, have
received training in
developing National Plan
of Action for Human
Trafficking. (RSM)

WHILE commending the
police force for its efforts
at community policing,
Acting Attorney General
Michael Lashley is calling
for Neighbourhood Watch
programmes to be
strengthened.

“The Neighbourhood
Watch is based on the
concept of good
neighbours. It is a self-
help Crime Prevention
Programme, aimed at

reducing threats to your
neighbour’s property, as
well as yours. Joining a
neighbourhood watch
means you have made a
positive commitment to
act against crime in your
community,” he
explained.

“Neighbours are
encouraged to join
together to keep watch
over each other’s property
and to report suspicious

people and occurrences to
the police,” he added.

Lashley said that
education of the
homeowner about the
potential for crime in his
or her community is
important. Pointing to the
findings of the burglary
study conducted by the
National Task Force on
Crime Prevention, he
noted that this
information has been

used to inform
homeowners about the
ways in which they can
reduce their vulnerability
in becoming victims of
theft.

“The involvement of
Neighbourhood Watches
is paramount in
disseminating this and
other types of information
across communities,” the
Acting Attorney General
said. (RSM)

Strengthen neighbourhood watch programmes

Police Force to get state-of-the-art forensic technology

Acting Attorney General and Minister of Home
Affairs, Michael Lashley.

Acting Commissioner of Police, Tyrone Griffith.

‘Rogue officers will
be rooted out’
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While noting that the
hard work and commit-
ment of police officers does
not go unnoticed, Minister
Lashley stressed that

‘Government assumes a
highly supportive stance
with respect to ensuring
that critical needs are
met”. In this regard he
said, much effort has been
placed on providing a com-
fortable working environ-

ment for officers which is
part of an ongoing pro-
gramme of building main-
tenance, to ensure that
health and safety require-
ments are observed, “to
the best extent possible’.
(RSM)

WITH a focus on ad-
dressing the Non-
Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) pan-
demic locally using a
multi-sector approach
comprising critical
programmes, the
Minister of Health,
John Boyce, is be-
seeching Barbadians
to engage in the dis-
course on health and
financing public
health, when that time
ensues.

Whereas, at the min-
istry level, already an
array of ministries are
being engaged to play
their role in programme
development.

“Very soon at the
Ministry we will be taking
a Paper to the Cabinet of
Barbados seeking ap-
proval to initiate the na-
tional debate, discussion,
on health care financing.

Of course we want to be
sure that we can guaran-
tee healthcare to all
Barbadians and therefore,
we want to hear as much
as we can from the public
of Barbados and the ex-

perts in the sector, in re-
spect to the development
of our health care, new
healthcare financing pro-
gramme.

So I want to urge all [of]
you,all of us, to participate
in that very important dis-
cussion when it starts.”

Minister Boyce made
this appeal while making
remarks at Wednesday’s
launch and presentation
of the Barbados Strategic
Plan for the Prevention
and Control of NCDs
2015-2019, held at the
Savannah Hotel.

Underscoring
Government’s commit-
ment to the most vulnera-
ble within the society, he
said that,“The Ministry of
Health is in the process of
exploring options for more
efficient methods of fi-
nancing health care which
will call for a more effec-
tive use of scarce re-
sources, elimination of
wastage and duplication
and understanding which
services are best provided
by government and which
services are best provided
within the private sector.”

And this all come on the
heels of the recent Health
Expenditure Study com-
missioned under the
World Bank HIV/AIDS
Programme, conducted in
December 2014.

Boyce stated that said
Study “was a very useful
exercise, as it indicated
that a greater effort
should be made to develop
programmes within the
Ministry of Health.”

Therefore in an attempt
to cope with this develop-
mental issue, he also
shared that steps are
being taken to involve and
include other Ministries to
have their say and play
their parts.

He shared,“Many of the
determinants of the NCD
epidemic lie outside the
traditional scope of health
and extend to involve
transportation, urban
planning and develop-
ment, finance, education,
agriculture, youth and
sports. Bearing this in
mind, the Ministry of
Health sought and ob-
tained approval from the
Cabinet of Barbados for

the establishment of an
Inter-Ministerial
Committee on NCD that
will be chaired by the
Minister of Health. This
Committee will include
Ministers from
Government from the
aforementioned ministries
and will spearhead the na-
tional agenda for NCD pol-
icy and programme devel-
opment and implementa-
tion.”

Moreover, speaking to
speedily addressing the
challenges, he also noted
that “Preparatory techni-
cal meetings for
Permanent Secretaries
and Senior Technical

Officers from these min-
istries have already
started and they have

given their commitment to
the success of this
Committee.” (KG)

By Kerri Gooding

UNLESS the fight
against non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs) is
taken up by each individ-
ual; whether in the public
or private sector, young or
old, locally or internation-
ally, all achievements so
far will be for naught and
the end result will be
detrimental.

“If we don’t win the bat-
tle, we lose the battle for
development. This is not
just a health issue, but an
issue that threatens de-
velopment. If we allow
NCDs to continue to kill
our young, [and] to inflict
high levels of disability in
our productive age
groups, then it is not only
the health budgets that
will be crippled, but the
whole economical devel-
opment of the country.”

Stressing this on
Wednesday at the
Savannah Hotel was the
PAHO/WHO
Representative for
Barbados and the Eastern
Caribbean, Dr. Godfrey
Xuereb as he further
made a case for us to work

together on island, while
offering greater assis-
tance from the interna-
tional United Nations
(UN) agencies, to
Barbados.

Delivering his com-
ments at the launch and
presentation of the
Barbados Strategic Plan
for the Prevention and
Control of NCDs 2015-
2019, he urged that,
“[found within the Plan is]
a set of realistic and chal-
lenging targets but these
targets cannot be
achieved by the Ministry
of Health alone. The staff
of the Ministry of Health,
hard-working as they are,
cannot complete the
agenda alone.”

Therefore he advised,
“The prevention espe-
cially, but also the man-
agement of chronic dis-
eases has a vital what I
call environmental, [but]
some may call behav-
ioural component, which
needs to be addressed
through an all society ap-
proach.”

Lauding Barbados for
its progress to date, specif-
ically for establishing the

National Chronic Non-
Communicable Diseases
Commission, a feat and a
model they would like to
see replicated throughout
the region, Xuereb threw
more support from the
UN behind the island.

In his remarks, he an-
nounced that the interna-
tional bodies are so in-
vested in the local battle
to reduce and eliminate
NCDs, that they are going
a step further to help this
island to remain “a
leader” in this fight.

He declared, “Barbados
will be the first Caribbean
country, in fact the first
country in the Americas,
and only the third country
in the world, where the
UN inter-agency task
force will be visiting the
country to hold discus-
sions with the
Government and civil so-
ciety to also ensure that
from the United Nations
side, we are working to-
gether and supporting the
country to work holisti-
cally.

This is essential if we
want to win the battle
against NCDs.”

COMMERCE Minister
Donville Inniss says giv-
ing a judge an option be-
tween the death penalty
and imprisonment is not
being “soft” on criminals,
as some persons may sug-
gest.

Speaking in the Lower
Chamber Inniss however
stated that there are some
societal changes that must
be changed to prevent
these difficult decisions
from having to be made in
the first place.

He stressed that this
cannot be the role of the
Government alone,but the
Church, teachers and even
rum shops must band to-
gether to ensure that we
are our entire brother’s
keeper once again.

“I must continue to ex-
press dismay, disappoint-
ment and anger at those in
this society who can do a
little bit more to avoid
criminal activity and don’t
do it. Because they hold
the view that as long that
it is not on my front lawn
or back yard it is none of
my business.”

“They hold the view that
they see the guys smoking

marijuana or walking
along the streets with
guns and as long as it’s not
my child it is not my busi-
ness.We need an awaken-
ing in this society where
individuals are going to
start making things their
business.”

Inniss said, “the onus is
for us to have a conversa-
tion about how we can
avoid people getting in-
volved in criminal activi-
ties, ending up going be-
fore a law court and forc-
ing a judge to decide
whether you should be in
prison for life without
chance of parole or if you
should ace the gallows.”

“I really hope that not
just in this Chamber but
in the entire Barbadian so-
ciety we are able to put our
partisan difference aside
and start looking at what
is best in this society.
Because criminals don’t
ask if you vote for the
DEMS or BEES.”

He suggested that
teachers could also do
more to help wayward
children in schools.

“It is not up to the
Ministry of Education to

resolve that, if we cannot
deal with a seven or eight
year old child who is ex-
hibiting some serious devi-
ous behaviour then some-
thing is wrong in this soci-
ety. What is wrong with
our teachers? It can’t be a
case of standing up with a
blackboard and chalk and
saying you follow me in
terms of A B-AB.”

“There was time when
teachers really took inter-
est in the wellbeing in the
child that nobody had to
wait to a PTA meeting to
hear that your child is be-
having a certain way at
school. I think sometimes
we start to distance our-
selves and become so in-
sular, that my job is now
defined as XYZ and there-
fore I am not doing ABC.
These things have to
change.”

Inniss said the discus-
sion should not end in par-
liament, but it should be
an opportunity for society
to consider the changes
that have taken place in
wider society and the need
to develop solutions rather
than focusing on punish-
ment. (JH)

Inniss: Legislation not
soft on criminals

Best environment for
officers

Together we win
against NCDs

... society must make changes

More must be done, says Boyce

(L-R) the Minister of Health, John Boyce and the
Chairman of the National NCD Commission, Prof. Sir.
Trevor Hassell, and Hassell also presented a copy of
the newly launched Strategic Plan to the Minister.

       



CONTRARY to popular be-
lief the Barbados Port Inc. is
not a financially viable en-
tity.

Parliamentary Secretary in
the Ministry of Tourism and
International Transport,Senator
Irene Sandiford-Garner ex-
plained that while organisation
is one of the better managed
Government entities, that suc-
cess is not translated to the fi-
nances of the Port. She spoke of
this as she led off the debate on
the Barbados Port Inc. (Transfer
of Management and Vesting of
Assets) (Amendment) Bill in the
Senate Chamber yesterday.

“The Barbados Port Inc. at
present is struggling and Ma’am
right now the liabilities of that
entity outstrip its assets four to
one. You have a situation where
the approved overdraft limit of
$14 million has been exceeded.
Now $14 million seems like a lot

of money,but in the context of the
operations of Barbados Port Inc.,
it is not a lot of money and at
present the organisation is actu-
ally exceeding that overdraft
limit and trying to play catch up,”
she lamented.

Senator Sandiford-Garner
went on to say that the Port is
also experiencing challenges
with respect to its defined bene-
fits pension plan. She explained
that the plan has a deficit of $15
million, down from $30 million
approximately 10 to 15 years
ago. She explained that before
2006 provision was not made for
the pension in the financials,and
when the move was made
around the mid 2000s to include
it, the deficit was realised.

“This is the pension not con-
tributed to by the employee; the
employer pays that pension,
makes those contributions… I
am happy to say that it would

have been shown up then in the
books and you would have seen
consistent efforts made subse-
quent to 2004 or so, for the fund
to be replenished or for that
deficit gap to be closed,” she said.

Senator Sandiford-Garner
said that while the deficit is
going down, the gap remains a
substantial and a worrisome one.
However, she explained that in
an effort to address this issue
and prevent a recurrence, since
2006, all new employees of the
Port are required to contribute to
their pensions.

Her comments came as she
suggested that there are unten-
able inefficiencies within the
Bridgetown Port, that it is best to
bite the bullet and address.With
that in mind, she said the man-
agement of the Port is currently
engaged in discussions with the
unions to improve operational
efficiencies on the ground.

“At present this is not the case,
and if we are to become a best in
class facility certain steps have
to be taken and there are a vari-
ety of issues now being discussed
with the unions and I would wish
Madam President to say that I
hope these discussions are con-
cluded by the end of the financial
year 2015,” she said.

Sandiford-Garner added,
“There have been an extended
range of discussions, for an ex-
tended length of time and we’re

coming to the stage now where
we urgently need to have our
Port come to a conclusion with
those discussions. We are ur-
gently looking to modernise our
port.”

The Parliamentary Secretary
contended however, that the only
way to modernise the practices
within the Bridgetown Port, is if
the management of the facility
work hand in hand with the
workers and the workers’ repre-
sentatives. (JRT)
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INDEPENDENT Senator Sir
Roy Trotman is again telling the
Government that it would not be
in the best interest of this coun-
try to privatise the ports of entry.

He made the comments as he
contributed to the debate on the
Barbados Port Inc. (Transfer of
Management and Vesting of
Assets) (Amendment) Bill in the
Upper House yesterday after-
noon, while noting that the sea
and airports are at the “very cen-
tre of the commanding heights of
our economy”and must not be al-
lowed to be treated by the wealth
motive.

The retired trade unionist
while dismissing the privatisa-
tion idea,acknowledged that the
Port has difficulties that need to
be addressed. But, he argued to
address the challenges, they
must be properly examined and
appropriate solutions identified.

“Whatever the problems are,
and whatever the causes of the
problems, we have to be careful,
not like Ready Freddy to come
along with just any old solution,
hot and sweatily thought
through, but not having been
given careful consideration
where we may in fact throw out
the bath water, but because the
water was not examined prop-
erly enough, where we also
throw out the baby.We have to be
most careful in doing this,” Sir
Roy warned.

Meanwhile speaking to the op-
erations at the Port, he said that
there have been many changes
instituted over the years, some
for the better and some which
have not been. His comments

came as he spoke of the move
from the stevedore’s arrange-
ment to the Barbados Port
Authority, which saw the intro-
duction of a non-contributory
pension scheme.He said while it
was considered at that time to be
fair and in the best interest of
everyone, it had as its downside,
the closure of the contributory
pension scheme which was pre-
viously in place.

“We did not know and we could
not tell what the future held at
that time.Pensions in those days
used to be very lucrative to be
managed and those of us in this
room who have been associated
with the management and over-
seeing of pensions would know
that even though we had small
schemes here in Barbados,many
of our schemes here were in fact
invested as far away as
Australia,or Austria… wherever
we could find an appropriate re-
turn on that investment and
sometimes the terms went into
double digits,” he said.

His remarks came as he re-
flected on comments made ear-
lier by Senator Irene Sandiford-

Garner during the introduction
of the Bill, when she indicated
that the defined benefits pension
plan currently has a deficit of
$15 million and that a decision
was taken that all new employ-
ees of the Port, joining the or-
ganisation since 2006, are re-
quired to contribute to their pen-
sions.

“We are all very conscious in
Barbados that this part of a great
problem that people are having
to struggle with, not only at the
Bridgetown Port, but through-
out the length and breadth of
Barbados and may I hasten to
say, that it is not only a problem
in Barbados, but if one were to
listen carefully to what is hap-
pening in the area of finances
around the world, I believe you
would recognise that workers’
pensions have become a major
problem, even in the industri-
alised world,” he explained.

Nevertheless,he said notwith-
standing the challenges,we must
have carefully structured
changes and not resort at the
Port or anywhere else, to desper-
ate, unplanned changes. (JRT)

ONCE the Barbados Port Inc.
(Transfer of Management and
Vesting of Assets) (Amendment)
Bill is passed, it will pave the
way for the Port to make money
from the barrel business for the
first time.

Parliamentary Secretary in
the Ministry of Tourism and
International Transport,
Senator Irene Sandiford-Garner
explained that for all the years
that barrels have been coming to
Barbados through the
Bridgetown Port, the Port while
doing the “lion share of the
work”, was not reaping any fi-
nancial gains. She made the dis-
closure in the Upper House yes-
terday as the senators debated
the Bill, while explaining that
once the amendment is passed,
persons will be required to pay
$20 per barrel,which is expected
to net $1.2 million.

“The Port did not receive one
red cent from that barrel busi-
ness.There was always this mis-
conception that the fees paid
when you collected your barrel
within the Barbados Port Inc
were remitted to the Port; I’ll tell
you where the money went.
Customs received $10 process-
ing fee, the broker received some
of the money, the importer obvi-
ously is going to receive benefits
from the goods; everybody else

benefited… yet the entity which
would have sorted, stored it,
wrapped it, ferried it to you –
the Barbados Port inc. received
not one cent,” he said.

She maintained that this is
coming to an end as she pointed
out that quite often not every-
thing deemed to be personal ef-
fects are indeed personal effects.
The Parliamentary Secretary ex-
plained that some persons are
using the barrel trade to import
items to retail to the public.

“That cannot be fair. So I
would say today we have had a
good run for a very long time,
but it is now time to pay to
Caesar, or render onto Caesar
what is Caesar’s. It may not be
the most popular statement to
make at this time, but we must
understand that the Barbados
Port Inc. is a critical entity
within the business sector and
within the economy of this coun-
try,” she said.

The Senator noting also that
the Port has a critical role to play
in the security context and
framework of the country, main-
tained that we cannot any longer
have a situation where it is fi-
nancially compromised because
practices which are in no way
beneficial to the operations of
that entity are allowed to con-
tinue. (JRT)

Sandiford-Garner sheds
light on Barbados Port Inc.

Sir Roy contributes to the
debate

$1.2 million to
come from barrels

Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism and
International Transport, Senator Irene Sandiford-Garner.

Independent Senator Sir Roy Trotman

       



AMERICAN businessman Ray Kroc, who bought
out the McDonald’s restaurant chain in the 50s,
transforming it into the world’s most successful
fast food operation, was quoted as saying: “The
quality of a leader is reflected in the standards
they set for themselves”.

The downfall of many leaders, from ancient times
to present,has been their inability to have for them-
selves high internal standards, and consistently
live up to them. We have heard about the 4 C’s of
leadership: Character, who you are; Competence,
what you know or can do; Collaboration, who you
bring on board; and Courage, how far you are 
willing to take you vision.

While collaboration and courage seem to come
naturally for most leaders, and while a lack of com-
petence can be remedied by continuous learning or
through collaboration with those who hold the skills
you do not possess, how much attention do we still
pay to the type of character our leaders have?

A leader with a good character who may be in-
competent in some areas could fail, for example, in
a business venture or two. History has many exam-
ples of men who failed this way, but whose charac-
ter – built on ambition, determination and faith in
self – allowed them to get back up and try again.
That person has the heart to do it, he will succeed
at some point.When he does,hardly anyone reflects
too heavily on his past failed attempts.

On the contrary, the competent leader who has a
bad character may succeed for quite some time,
but he will be remembered most for his character;
and if he does fall, the chances of him being able to
rise to the top again are slim.We see many of them
today who are but a mere shadow of their former
glory, having been unable to escape their “sins of
morality” – be it greed, being dictatorial,
abuse of various kinds, sexual misconduct or 
vindictiveness.

Of note, there is a growing concern in Barbados
and elsewhere that preeminence is being placed on
competency in relation to character.According to a
local leadership development body called Inspire
Leadership Institute, we live in “a culture that pro-
motes public life versus private life”, where what
one does in one’s private life should in no way be up
for scrutiny, once one is able to portray the type of
public persona demanded by those being led.

“We don’t care who you are, as long as you can
perform the task”, seems to be the trending persua-
sion of our society.

However, the thing about character (be it bad or
good) is that it demands consistency.

Can we really afford to appoint leaders to govern
our affairs, knowing that though they may be 
qualified to do the job, they possess too great a
number of character deficiencies?

We subscribe to the belief that no one is perfect.
Nevertheless, to ignore the core value system of
someone while focusing solely on what they can do,
is to our mind a reflection of our poor judgment and
perhaps even our identification with such a value
system.

The Late Prime Minister Errol Barrow left with
us a sobering thought in his Mirror Image speech,
given May 13th, 1986.

He said: “...People expect certain things to take
place.And although the law says that he that giveth
is as much guilty of bribery and corruption under
the Corrupt Practices Act as he that receiveth, we
know that even on the polling day, people are given
envelopes with $100 bills in them. So what kind of
mirror image would you have of yourself? If there
are corrupt ministers in Barbados tonight, you
have made them corrupt.”

Editorial

A matter of
leadership

By Jenique Belgrave

AS we grow older, human
beings have the tendency
to become possessive of
various things. There is a
desire to own and in cases
of doubt, to stamp that
ownership clearly for oth-
ers to see.

A few weeks ago my
two-year old hit this stage,
where everything that she
wants is touched with the
loud proclamation, ‘Mine,
mummy’, so the pillows,
her toys, my purse and
even her father were
claimed as belonging to
just her. Of course, the les-
sons of sharing were in-
troduced and the accept-
ance of this has, luckily for
us, been almost as quick
as when the phase first
started.

This attitude is evident
in her helping to unpack
groceries (unbreakables
only), “sweeping”, putting
her toys away and in put-
ting her plastic bowl and
cup in the sink when she
is finished.

Already at the age 
of two, she is already 
willingly accepting her

chores in the home and is
taking her role in sharing
responsibility very 
seriously.

In watching her behav-
iour, I often wonder what
changes in some individu-
als as they become adults
and forgo thinking of oth-
ers.

A few years ago, a young
woman living in a govern-
ment housing unit called
in the media because of
the state of her cupboards,
in which two doors were
hanging and another was
completely missing. Her
cry was that she had been
calling for maintenance to
have these fixed, but it
had been several months
and yet no one had ap-
peared to repair them.
She then told us that she
had recently come back
from a shopping trip in
New York, but her neigh-
bour had informed her
that no one had come dur-
ing that time.

Honestly, in looking at
the doors one could tell
that with a few hinges,
screws and a little elbow
grease, this seemingly
major problem could have

been addressed by the
same said tenant or a 
relative. I am sure the
maintenance officers at
the National Housing
Corporation had more
pressing matters to deal
with and that was why it
was taking so long to get
to her. It could have been
a simple case of mending
the cupboards and keep-
ing the bill for the few ma-
terials or simply absorb-
ing the cost.

It is this same attitude
that I query when I hear
persons complain about
overgrown grass forcing
schoolchildren and the
elderly to walk on the
roads. I have to give seri-
ous kudos to the general
workers of the Ministry of
Public Works, who daily
try to ensure that things
like this don’t happen.We
all know that it only takes
a sprinkle of rain before
grass springs up around
this island. So while gen-
eral workers may cut the
grass back one week, in
another two  roadusers
may be looking to call
them back. Why don’t
more neighbourhoods

form a clean-up group and
tackle these overgrown
areas in between the
maintenance periods so
that the vulnerable are
protected? I do note that
several 
persons have already
begun such initiatives,
and I seriously applaud
them for this effort, but
more individuals need to
get on this train of
thought.

As unbelievable as it
seems, people still do not
seem to grasp the impor-
tance of not littering.They
appear not to recognise
that with that discarded
cup, plastic bag or illegally
dumped freezer that they
are posing a health haz-
ard in giving mosquitoes a
place to breed or creating
blockages to waterways
and drains, putting resi-
dences and businesses at
risk for flooding.We really
must end this disgusting
practice.

Let us all take a step to-
wards sharing the respon-
sibility of living in one of
the best islands in the
world, and in keeping it
that way.

We all are responsible
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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SAN JOSE – Cuba 
will not accept any 
interference from the
United States, President
Raul Castro said yester-
day, warning that med-
dling in its internal 
affairs would make rap-
prochement between the
two countries “meaning-
less”.

His comments came
after US Assistant
Secretary of State
Roberta Jacobson, the
highest-ranking US gov-
ernment official to visit
the island in nearly 40
years, last week met with
dissidents a day after
talks with Cuban govern-
ment officials.

“Everything appears to
indicate that the aim is
to foment an artificial 
political opposition 
via economic, political
and communicational
means,” Castro told a
summit in Costa Rica.

“If these problems are
not resolved, this diplo-
matic rapprochement be-
tween Cuba and the
United States would be
meaningless,” he said.

However, Castro made
it clear he was com-
mitted to the talks de-
spite his concern that
Washington might try to
foment internal opposi-
tion within Cuba through
greater telecommunica-
tions access and the
Internet.

He also urged US
President Barack Obama
to use executive powers
to ease a decades-long
embargo against Cuba,
saying Washington could

extend measures like
those announced for tele-
coms to other areas of the
economy.

Obama’s new policy
specifically singled out
telecoms in Cuba as an
area that Washington is
willing to allow US com-
panies to invest in, and
for its part Havana has
said it is ready to let that
happen.

Castro reiterated that
he has no plans to budge
from Cuba’s single party
political system, al-
though observers say
that does not rule out the
possibility that independ-
ent politicians might be
given space to run for

election in the future.
Castro said Obama’s

decision to hold a debate
in Congress about elimi-
nating the embargo was
“significant”, adding he
was aware that ending it
“will be a long and hard
road”.

The United States and
Cuba held historic high-
level talks in Havana last
week that are expected to
lead to the re-establish-
ment of diplomatic ties
severed by Washington in
1961.

Obama needs approval
from the Republican-con-
trolled Congress to com-
pletely normalise rela-
tions with Cuba, and
Republicans such as
Florida Senator Marco
Rubio have opposed en-
gagement as long as
Cuba maintains a one-
party state, represses dis-
sidents and controls the
media.

Raul Castro warns US against
meddling in Cuba’s affairs

Castro reiterated that he has no plans to
budge from Cuba’s single party political

system, although observers say that
does not rule out the possibility that 

independent politicians might be given
space to run for election in the future.
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By Ashlee Cox

AT least eleven primary
schools from across the
island, including
Roland Edwards, Law-
rence T Gay, Sharon,
George Lamming, Hilda
Skeene, All Saints,
Vauxhall, Eagle Hall,
Half Moon Fort,
Ignatius Byer and St.
George Primary, all 
assembled at Queen’s
College recently for the
fourth Annual Berger
Royale National Pri-
mary School Awards.

This event saw several
of the students being
awarded in a variety of cat-
egories, including, Most
Creative, Most Spiritual,

Most Determined to
Succeed, Most Rounded
students, as well as for
awards for academic per-
formances.

“We believe that we can
achieve anything that we
put our minds to,” said 
programme co-ordinator,
Ricardo Marshall.

Continuing, he further
noted, “They say life is a
journey; it can also be a
walk in the park when you
arm yourself with strong
values. I had a dream that
a group of heroes took this
country, rejuvenating
pride, industry,good living
and being on our brother’s
keeper. I saw private and
public schools working to-
gether…Ladies and gen-

tlemen, the heroes did not
hide their identities be-
cause they are among us
this evening.”

To the teachers and par-
ents, he encouraged them
to continue to create a 
comfortable classroom en-
vironment for the stu-
dents, while upholding
strong morals. He also
urged the principals to con-
tinue to surpass their
achievements, while aim-
ing to improve their lead-
ership skills.

Parents and teachers
were also recognised, with
awards going to the Most
Inspirational Teacher as
well as the Parent with the
Highest Level of Involve-
ment.

Fourth successful year 
for Primary School Awards

Juel Neale from the Roland Edwards Primary School being presented with her
award for being the Most Creative Student.

Brianna Dottin from the Roland Edwards Primary School receiving her award for
Best Academic Performance – Girl from Tricia Thegg.

Most Determined Student to Succeed, Ranico Burton, from the Half Moon Fort
Primary, was all smiles as he got his prize.

Most Creative student from the Half Moon Fort Primary, Sarah Scott, accepting
her award.

Best Academic Performance – Boy, Aidan Boyce, from the Roland Edwards
Primary School, receiving his award from Tricia Thegg.

 



LIMEGROVE fan Zoë
King will be spending
even more time at the
Holetown shopping
destination.

On January 9, King
was selected as the win-
ner of Limegrove’s first
ever Christmas contest.
On Tuesday, January 20,
she collected her prizes

during a presentation in
the Palm Courtyard,
which sponsors and
Limegrove management
attended.

“We were thrilled to be
able to give Limegrove
fans in Barbados a
chance to win with us
this past holiday sea-
son,” said Patricia

McKenzie, General
Manager. “Since opening
in 2010, we have noticed
growing local support for
Limegrove from
Barbadians and this
year, Zoë emerged the
luckiest of them all.”

King shopped at
Pearson’s Pharmacy, a
locally owned retail op-

eration on Limegrove’s
ground floor. She wins a
$1,000 shopping voucher
to spend at any location
in the Centre, plus
$4,000 in shopping from
co-sponsors of the con-
test: Always Summer;
Armani Exchange;
Breitling; Cartier; Ciao
Bella Ristorante; Crocs;

Crown of  Light;
Diamonds International;
Etteza; Gatsby
Boutiques; Gift  by
Diamonds International;
Hugo Boss; Krackerjack
Kidz; Sundek; Sun
Collection Designer
Eyewear and
Vilebrequin.

The prize presentation

marked the end of a busy
holiday season for
Limegrove, which fea-
tured the annual
Christmas Craft Fair, a
musical evening hosted
by Pianoman Caribbean,
and a buzzworthy
Christmas décor display
spanning three court-
yards and two floors.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 29th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25817    2.30050              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02081    3.07744              
Canadian $ 1.59707 1.63048
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25392      2.30050              
Pound Sterling £ 3.01514 3.07744              
Canadian $ 1.59405 1.63048              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.22133 2.31487
Pound Sterling £ 2.97154 3.09666              
Canadian $ 1.58503 1.63191              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01730
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31646

DIGICEL has announced
a ground breaking service
with leading global music
streaming provider, Rdio,
to offer Digicel customers
across the globe access to
over 35 million interna-
tional titles – as well as
the very best local and re-
gional music – all on their
own smartphones.

To mark the launch of
the service, Digicel is giv-
ing all customers who
purchase a prepaid data
plan, 30 minutes of free
music per day, up to a
maximum of 30 days.This
offer will be rolled out
across all markets in the
coming weeks. In addi-
tion, the Rdio app is being
tailored for Digicel cus-
tomers to include cus-
tomised playlists with the
very best of local, regional
and international music.

The free app is avail-
able to download from the
Google Play store, the
Apple App Store,
Windows Phone Store and
online at www.rdio.com.
Customers simply sign up
for the Rdio Free service

in the app using their
email address and a pass-
word of their choice. From
there, they can immedi-
ately begin to create per-
sonalised stations based
on their favourite artists
and music genres. The
Rdio Free service will
then suggest new music
based on those choices
and allow customers to
share their stations on so-
cial media.

Another unique feature
of the Digicel/Rdio part-
nership is the special ac-
cess to Digicel’s musical
Brand Ambassadors
whose music selections
are sure to attract many
fans. One of these
Ambassadors is Jamaican
sensation,Tessanne Chin.
Winner of Season 5 of The
Voice (as part of Adam
Levine’s team), ‘the song
bird’ is very excited to be
connecting to her Digicel
fans through Rdio.

“Making music and
keeping my fans happy is
at the heart of everything
I do. That’s why this part-
nership between Digicel

and Rdio is so important
because it means that for
the first time ever, fans in
the Caribbean, Central
America and Asia Pacific
can follow me, check out
what I’m listening to, hear
my new music first and
equally, I can get feedback
from them, know what
they like and what they
want more of – all through
the app,” she said.

Digicel Group CEO,
Colm Delves, said; “We
are delighted to be bring-
ing the gift of music to our
14 million customers
across the globe. This is a
unique partnership which
delivers the widest range
of music – from local
artists to international
superstars – all through
the app on their own
smartphone.And, to mark
the launch, we are offer-
ing all customers who
purchase a data plan, 30
minutes of music per day
for up to 30 days, ab-
solutely free.”

Customers can upgrade
from Rdio Free to the pre-
mium, ad-free Rdio

Unlimited service using
their credit card. Priced
between US$6 and US$7
per month, the Rdio
Unlimited service offers
customer additional bene-
fits such as the ability to
download music for offline
listening and listen to any
track on-demand.
However, in the coming
weeks, Digicel customers
will be able to pay for Rdio
Unlimited using their
phone credit or monthly
postpaid bill.

Commenting on the
partnership, Rdio CEO,
Anthony Bay, said;
“Launching Rdio in each
of these markets is a huge
milestone for the com-
pany. We are excited to
bring the vibrant music of
these regions onto Rdio
for the world to hear while
also providing users in
each new market access
to international artists.
Digicel will be instrumen-
tal in shaping the stream-
ing experience locally and
we look forward to a con-
tinued fruitful partner-
ship with them.”

Digicel Group announces
unique partnership with RDIO
…to offer world class music streaming service on smartphones

Lucky fan wins shopping spree 
at Limegrove Lifestyle Centre

Zoë King (5th from left) during the prize presentation in the Palm Courtyard at Limegrove, with man-
agement and co-sponsors of the Christmas contest.

After collecting her prizes, Zoë King, winner of
the Limegrove Christmas contest, celebrates in
the Palm Courtyard on January 20, 2015.

         

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=76215&ReturnUrl=http://www.rdio.com
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ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada – A
United Nations committee is
urging Grenada to abolish
the death penalty, corporal
punishing and decriminalise
abolition as well as signing
the convention against tor-
ture.

Grenada Monday made a pres-
entation to the 21st Session of
the Universal Periodic Review
now being held at the United
Nations office in Geneva.

Senior Crown Counsel at the
Ministry of Legal Affairs here,
Robert Branch, presented
Grenada’s report during which
he gave a comprehensive review
of legislative changes with re-
gards to human rights which oc-
curred since Grenada’s 2010
Universal Periodic Review.

The Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) is a process which involves
a periodic review of the human
rights records of all 193 UN
Member States.The UPR is a sig-
nificant innovation of the Human
Rights Council which is based on
equal treatment for all countries.

Following the presentation,
Italy called for a comprehensive
review of various legislation in-
cluding that of corporal punish-
ment of children in school and in
conflict with the law; Human
trafficking of children for labour
and sexual exploitation.

The Italian delegates also want
Grenada to “repeal all provision
criminalising consensual sexual
activities between men and to
combat discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.

Germany,called on St.George’s
to abolish corporal punishment
and the death penalty while
Montenegro called for an in-
crease of the age of criminal re-
sponsibility which currently
stands at 12 years.

In 2012,Grenada increased the
age of criminal responsibility
from seven to 12 following a re-
view of the Criminal Code after
then foreign affairs minister
Peter David made a presentation
o the UPR Committee.

Slovenia expressed its concern
about Grenada’s lack of a na-
tional written report on its
human rights status and called
on the island to submit all over-
due reports as required in most
UN convention as soon as possi-
ble..

“We call for legislation to make
abolition no longer a criminal of-
fense,”said the Ms Urksa Svetek,
a member of the Slovenia delega-
tion.

All the recommendations are
expected to be approved by the
delegates on January 29 and
then forwarded to Grenada.
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ST.VINCENT – The Ministry of
Health said on Tuesday that it
has sent two samples to the
Trinidad-based Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) for confirmation that
a Nigerian in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines has malaria, a
mosquito-borne infectious dis-
ease, as local tests have shown.

On Monday, there was an
Ebola scare at the Milton Cato
Memorial Hospital – the na-
tion’s main healthcare facility –
when a Nigerian student
checked in there.

Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Simone Keizer-Beache said that
because of the current surveil-
lance system for Ebola, the
Ministry of Health was “able to
quickly determine that this per-
son does not meet the criteria to
be considered as a suspect case”.

“Nevertheless, out of an abun-
dance of caution, the Accident
and Emergency Department at
the Milton Cato Memorial
Hospital was temporarily
cleared of all ambulant patients
for a brief period this afternoon,”
the Ministry said in a statement
on Monday.

On Tuesday, the ministry said
in a statement that while the
risk of Ebola coming to SVG “re-
mains low”, the ministry contin-
ues to remain vigilant and also
continues to ensure that meas-
ures are in place for early detec-
tion, immediate isolation and
containment to prevent spread,
clinical management, contact
tracing and additional Ebola ed-
ucational campaigns to keep cit-
izens informed.

“The Ministry of Health,
Wellness and the Environment
can confirm at this time that two
required blood samples have

been sent to the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) for confirmation.
However, in-house spot testing
has confirmed the diagnosis of
Malaria,” Communications
Officer Neeka Anderson-Isaacs
said.

“....citizens are assured that
all is being done to contain and
manage the current case of
malaria. The diagnosis of this
individual has been confirmed
by in-house testing, and further
confirmation will be provided
from samples which have been
forwarded to the Caribbean

Public Health Agency
(CARPHA).

“The Ministry of Health,
Wellness and the Environment,
therefore, encourages citizens to
practice safe hygiene through
regular hand washing, in order
to prevent the transmission of
viruses, parasites, diseases and
harmful bacteria that can cause
major illness.

“Moreover, several health care
workers have been trained, and
the Ministry continues to host
lectures for a range of organiza-
tions and stakeholders, includ-
ing staff of the E.T Joshua

Airport, St. Vincent Ports
Authority, Passports and
Immigration Department,
Department of Maritime
Administration, LIAT and the
Ministry of Tourism etc, the
SVG Tourism Authority, Taxi
Operators, among others.

The Ebola scare came just
over a week after the ministry
announced that it has discon-
tinued the use of the question-
naires which passengers were
required to fill on arrival at
ports of entry in SVG in light of
the Ebola outbreak in West
Africa.

A PRESIDENTIAL decision to
ease the Dominican Republic’s
ban on abortion is a landmark
victory for women’s rights, but
ensuring women can access legal
and potentially life-saving abor-
tions remains a challenge, a
rights group has said.

President Danilo Medina rec-
ommended that lawmakers
amend the criminal code to allow
abortion in cases of rape, incest,
a deformed fetus or when a
woman’s life is in danger.

Lower chamber lawmakers ac-
cepted part of Medina’s recom-
mendation last month, allowing
abortion in cases when a
women’s life was in danger.

“It’s definitely a victory and
historic step that President
Medina has spoken in a state-
ment in favour of women’s rights
and said the old criminal code vi-
olates a woman’s right to life,
health and autonomy,” said
Monica Arango,regional director
for Latin America and the
Caribbean at the Centre for
Reproductive Rights.

The Dominican Republic’s out-
right ban on abortion has re-
sulted in more than 90,000 un-
safe abortions being performed
in the country each year, accord-
ing to the U.S.-based rights
group.

Lawmakers are set to discuss a
draft bill next month that would
lay out the legal framework for
women seeking to terminate
pregnancies as a result of rape,
incest or a deformed fetus.

If passed,the law is expected to
take a year to come into effect,
during which appeals against it
could be lodged with the coun-
try’s highest court, Arango told
the Thomson Reuters
Foundation in an interview in
Bogota.

“There will be a backlash,”
Arango said.“There could still be
conservative lawmakers wanting
to challenge the proposed
changes in front of the constitu-
tional court.”

Bishops from the powerful
Roman Catholic Church and
evangelical groups have publicly
criticized moves to overturn the
abortion ban, saying that laws
must protect the rights of an un-
born child at all costs.

There are still five countries in
Latin America and the
Caribbean – Chile, El Salvador,
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua –
that ban abortion in all circum-
stances.Rights groups say such
bans are a leading cause of ma-
ternal mortality because they
force women to undergo danger-
ous backstreet abortions.

Senior Crown Counsel at the
Ministry of Legal Affairs in
Grenada, Robert Branch

Call for Grenada to abolish
death penalty, corporal
punish and abortion laws

Dominican
Republic
moves to ease
abortion ban
challenges remain:
rights group

St. Vincent sends samples to Trinidad-based
CARPHA  to confirm Nigerian student has malaria

On Monday, there was an Ebola scare at the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital when a Nigerian
student checked in there but the Ministry of Health was “able to quickly determine that this
person does not meet the criteria to be considered as a suspect case”. The student was de-
termined to have malaria.



PRESIDENT of
Trinidad and Tobago,
Anthony Carmona on
Monday appointed a
three-member tribu-
nal to enquire and ver-
ify the contents of dec-
larations of income, as-
sets and liabilities and
statements of registra-
ble interests of
Chaguanas West MP
Jack Warner, which
were filed with the
Integrity Commission.

The appointment of the
Tribunal was made pur-
suant to Section 15 of the
Integrity in Public Life
Act, Chapter 22:01 and
comprises three members
of the Integrity
Commission namely
Justice Sebastian Ventour
(Retired), Dr Selly-Ann
Lalchan and Deonarine
Jaggernauth.

This follows a pre-action
protocol letter served to
the Office of the President
by attorney Wayne Sturge,

on behalf of Dilraj Laloo,
urging Carmona to ap-
point a tribunal.

If this was not done,
Sturge said at a news con-
ference on Tuesday, he
would begin legal proceed-
ings against the State.
Sturge said it has been
one year since the
Integrity Commission
wrote to President
Carmona in accordance
with Section 15 of the
Integrity in Public Life Act
(IPLA) asking for a tribu-
nal to be appointed.

This matter was based
on a report from the
Integrity Committee of
the Confederation of
North, Central American
and Caribbean
Association Football
(Concacaf) which investi-
gated Warner amid alle-
gations of fraud and un-
ethical dealings against
Warner.

The Committee deter-
mined that Warner, a for-

mer vice-president of
FIFA and former presi-
dent of Concacaf, commit-
ted fraud against the two
entities; committed fraud
and misappropriated
funds from Football
Federation Australia
(FFA);breached his fiduci-
ary duties to Concacaf; vi-
olated the Concacaf
statutes and; violated the
FIFA Ethics Code.

The findings raised seri-
ous questions about finan-
cial irregularities and mis-
conduct in connection with
the Centre of Excellence
(CoE) and financial state-
ments of Concacaf.

The committee con-
cluded that Warner com-
mitted fraud against
Concacaf and FIFA by se-
curing funds from FIFA
and Concacaf by falsely
representing that the land
on which the CoE was de-
veloped and was owned by
Concacaf when, in fact, it
was owned by his compa-

nies.
The committee also

found that Warner in-
duced FIFA to transfer
funds that were intended
for development of the
CoE to himself. It further
stated Warner committed
fraud against Concacaf in
connection with the
Concacaf financial state-
ments and external audits
in two ways.

Laloo said he wanted to
join the Independent
Liberal Party (ILP) of
which Warner is political
leader, but felt he could
not do so with these alle-
gations hanging over
Warner’s head. “I want to
join the ILP, but first I
want to know what is
going on,” Laloo said.

Sturge said the IPLA is
there to protect the public
from unscrupulous and
unethical persons serving
in public office. “My client
is especially aggrieved be-
cause Mr Warner is his

MP and he (Laloo) is enti-
tled to know whether
there is merit in the find-
ings of the FIFA ethics
committee with implica-

tions for his continuing
status as a duly elected
Member of Parliament for
Chaguanas West,” Sturge
said.
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Chaguanas West MP Jack Warner

House Speaker Wade Mark
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TRINIDAD – House
Speaker Wade Mark on
Tuesday had the unpleas-
ant task of approving a no-
confidence motion in him-
self filed by Chaguanas
West MP Jack Warner.

Once this debate com-
mences, the deputy
Speaker would have to pre-
side over the debate.

This motion of no confi-
dence can be debated as
early as February 9.
However, there is another
no-confidence motion
ahead of it on the timetable
of the House of
Representatives – in
Minister of Finance Larry
Howai, filed by Opposition
Leader Dr Keith Rowley,
which was approved on
Monday.

Both Mark and Howai
are at the centre of the
drama that unfolded last
Friday when Parliament

was thrown into a mael-
strom of controversy, aris-
ing out of the motion of cen-
sure against Howai and
the strictures which the
Speaker sought to put on,
erroneously claimed by the
Speaker on representation
from the High Court.

The motion of no confi-
dence against the Speaker
is based almost entirely on
events of last Friday. It
states as follows:

Whereas on January 23,
2015,there was a motion of
censure against the
Finance Minister; and
whereas the Speaker, in an
unprecedented move, in-
formed the House that he
received “a notice from the
High Court,dated January
16, 2015”, regarding “a
matter involving Larry
Howai and Azad Ali of the
Sunshine Publishing
Company Ltd; and

whereas the statement by
the Speaker was intended
to and did impact upon the
debate on the said motion;
and whereas on January
26, 2015, the Judiciary of
Trinidad and Tobago is-
sued a media release stat-
ing that ‘no notice, letter or
any other communication
on the matter was for-
warded by the Court of any
of its officers to the
Speaker or any officers of
the Parliament’; and
whereas the release by the
Judiciary has brought into
question the conduct of the
Speaker; ...and whereas by
these actions, the Speaker
has demonstrated partial-
ity and brought the Office
of the Speaker into disre-
pute and public ridicule
and the House of
Representatives into pub-
lic odium; be it resolved
that this Honourable

House declare its loss of
confidence in Mr Wade
Mark as Speaker of the
House of House of
Representatives”.

Yesterday, Rowley also
called for Mark to go. He
said Mark told an “untruth
to the Parliament, impli-
cated the Judiciary, dam-
aged a member’s privilege,
halted a motion, hid infor-
mation from the House”.

Unlike a motion of no
confidence in the Prime
Minister which has consti-
tutional consequences, in
that its success leads to the
collapse of the
Government, a motion of
no confidence in the
Speaker, if it succeeds,will
not have similar dire con-
sequences.

However, having a de-
bate on a no-confidence
motion in the Speaker
would be an unusual act.

President appoints tribunal to
probe finances of Jack Warner 

T&T: ILP Leader files no-confidence 
motion against House Speaker
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UNION LEADERS and
supporters continued their
protest on the grounds of
Cabinet  in Bermuda
Tuesday night as their dis-
pute with Government,
over furloughs for public
service employees, broad-
ened significantly.

Although two days of
meetings and marches
have disrupted many gov-
ernment services, and
emotions have run high,an
almost celebratory mood
prevailed on the lawns out-
side Cabinet Tuesday.

However, it was con-
firmed that unionised pub-
lic service workers had
been told that morning
that they would be docked
pay if they did not report to
their jobs – and
Government put workers
on formal notice, as 
public concern grew over
the potential for all-out
strikes.

The Bermuda Trade
Union Congress (BTUC),
whose big-hitting mem-
bers include the Bermuda
Industrial Union,
Bermuda Public Services
Union and Bermuda
Union of Teachers, is de-
manding that an alterna-

tive be found to furlough
days (employer-ordered
mandatory leaves of ab-
sence used to cut costs) for
civil service workers.

“Here is where it gets
real,” Jason Hayward, the
BPSU president, told
members as a crowd gath-
ered in Union Square on
Tuesday at 9am.

“They’ve threatened us
already with an e-mail:
‘come to the meeting and
you will get deducted pay’.
I want to make an apology
to the members – on
Tuesday we made a huge
mistake.We sent you back
to work and they betrayed
us.We’re not going to make
that mistake again.”

Mr Hayward was 
referring to Monday’s
agreement by union repre-
sentatives to accept a re-
turn to negotiations, only
for the emergency meet-
ings not to go ahead. After
that meeting floundered,
BIU president Chris
Furbert declared that fur-
ther talks would not pro-
ceed until Government
suspended furloughs as an
option –although he added
that the union was not call-
ing on Government to

“throw it away for ever”.
Several thousand

marchers subsequently
proceeded to Cabinet,
where Mr Hayward de-
clared from the steps of the
Cenotaph: “Once we enter
those gates, we are not
leaving until furlough is off
the table.There is no turn-
ing back now.”

Chanting “enough is
enough”, crowds filed in-
side, while onlookers lined
the streets.

Premier Michael
Dunkley and his Cabinet
came out from the build-
ing to greet and thank
them, but the Premier
struggled to make himself
heard over an increasingly
irate crowd.

“Let me make it very
clear,” Mr Dunkley said.
“While we understand
your concerns, there are
bigger concerns in the com-
munity.”

Raising his voice, he
went on: “We need to do
everything we can to pro-
tect your jobs and make
Government sustainable
going forward.”

Mr Dunkley closed:
“When you are ready, we
are ready.”

BASSETERRE, St
Kitts – Election Day in
St. Kitts and Nevis is
Monday, February 16,
as had been widely
speculated for the past
couple of weeks.
Nomination Day is
Friday, February 6.
The dates were an-
nounced in a press re-
lease from the Prime
Minister’s Office late
Tuesday afternoon.

Traditionally, elections
are scheduled on public
holidays in the United
States, as many nationals
living there travel home
to vote. February 16 is the
last long weekend in the
US for the next few
months.

Meanwhile, the court in-
junction granted on
January 16 to opposition
MPs against the procla-
mation of new boundary
changes into law has been
discharged.

In delivering her ruling
on Tuesday, Justice
Marlene Carter said the
governor general’s procla-

mation of the changes
does not rely on the
gazette announcing the
changes being made avail-
able to the public.

That had been a key ar-
gument of Christopher
Hamel Smith SC, who
represents the opposition
MPs.

Justice Carter also indi-
cated that the court ac-
cepted evidence from the
attorney general that the
injunction was granted
well after the proclama-
tion was signed.

In responding to the
judgment, Douglas
Mendes SC told the judge
that his side intends to ap-
peal the ruling.

He said they were con-
cerned that elections could
go ahead on the changed
boundaries without an ap-
peal court ruling.

Douglas said that, while
the government lawyers
pointed to a post-election
petition as the way to go,
an appeal was the best op-
tion.

Mendes also responded

to suggestions from gov-
ernment attorneys Dr
Henry Browne QC and
Sylvester Anthony that he
was attempting to get
Justice Carter to reverse
herself.

Anthony told the court
that Mendes wants to stop
the election by way of an
injunction.

Mendes told the judge
that she was not being
asked to reverse herself.

He also argued against
Anthony’s claim that the
judge had lost jurisdiction
in the matter following
her decision.

Mendes denied that the
aim was to prevent the
prime minister from call-
ing the election.His expla-
nation was that the oppo-
sition’s legal team was try-
ing to prevent the new
boundaries being used in
the election.

The case appears far
from over, and Justice
Carter was expected to ex-
plain the way forward
later Tuesday.

St Kitts-Nevis elections
set for February 16

Few signs of progress in
growing standoff in Bermuda

– boundaries injunction discharged
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JERUSALEM – Two Israeli
soldiers were killed and
seven wounded in a missile
attack yesterday as they
drove in a disputed zone
along the Lebanese border,
Israel said, in the most seri-
ous flare-up in the area in
years. Hezbollah claimed re-
sponsibility.

The attack raised the risk of a
further escalation between Is-
rael and Hezbollah, the Leba-
nese militant group that is one of
Israel’s most tenacious enemies.
The two sides lobbed rockets and
artillery at each other for hours
afterward.

Hezbollah, which had vowed
to avenge a deadly Israeli strike
on its fighters earlier this month,
said in a statement that its
Quneitra Martyrs Brigade had
carried out the missile strike at
11:35 a.m.

The attack was the latest in a
string of recent events along
Israel’s northern frontiers that
have sharply escalated tensions
between Israel and Hezbollah
after a prolonged period of rela-
tive calm since the last war be-
tween them in 2006.

About an hour after the initial
attack on the Israeli soldiers,
several mortar shells were fired
at Israeli military positions in
the border area and on Mount
Hermon in the Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights, without causing
injury.

The Israeli military said that
it had responded with combined
aerial and ground strikes at
what it called “Hezbollah opera-
tional positions” in Lebanon,and
that it might take further action.

“Whoever is behind today’s at-
tack will pay the full price,” said
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu of Israel. He also said
the Lebanese government and
President Bashar al-Assad of
Syria, who is a Hezbollah ally,
“share responsibility for the con-
sequences of the attacks ema-
nating from their territories
against the State of Israel.”

Lt.Col.Peter Lerner,a spokes-
man for the Israeli military, de-
scribed the events as “a severe
escalation on our northern bor-
der.” Military leaders convened
in Tel Aviv to assess the situa-
tion.

Colonel Lerner said Israel had
responded immediately with ar-
tillery and tank fire and at least
one airstrike on targets in south-
ern Lebanon that “are connected
with Hezbollah and that could
have carried out this attack”.He
confirmed that a Spanish mem-
ber of the United Nations peace-
keeping force in the area had
been killed and that the military
had “conveyed our condolences”
and was investigating the cir-
cumstances.

The Israeli soldiers were trav-
elling in unarmoured, un-
marked, white vehicles – an
Isuzu D-Max truck and a
Citroen Berlingo van – on a road
civilians also use, about a mile
from the border,when they were
hit by five antitank missiles fired
from less than three miles away,
Colonel Lerner said. The two
who were killed were in the first
vehicle, which was hit, while the
wounded exited their vehicle and
took cover.

Hezbollah missile
attack kills Israeli
soldiers near
Lebanon

JORDAN is ready to swap a pris-
oner convicted of a deadly ter-
rorist attack on a hotel for a
Jordanian pilot held by Islamic
State militants, a top Jordan of-
ficial said yesterday, but there
was no word on whether a Japa-
nese hostage facing a 24-hour
deadline would be included in
any exchange.

Mohammed Al Momani,
Jordan’s minister for media af-
fairs and communications, said
in a statement that Jordan “is
ready to release the Iraqi pris-
oner, Sajida al-Rishawi, if the
Jordanian pilot, Lt. Muath al-
Kaseasbeh, is released un-
harmed,” according to Jordan’s
state-run news agency, Petra.

Jordanian Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh said on Twitter
that Jordan had asked for “evi-
dence about the health and
safety” of the pilot, but that it
had not received any response.

Al-Rishawi, an Iraqi woman,
has been sentenced to death in
Jordan for involvement in a 2005
terror attack by suicide bombers
on an Amman hotel that killed
60 people, most of them attend-
ing a wedding reception.She sur-
vived after her suicide vest failed
to explode.

Al-Kaseasbeh, the pilot, was
captured by the militants after
his fighter jet crashed near
Raqqa, Syria last month.

An exchange would run
counter to Jordan’s hard-line ap-
proach toward Islamic militants
that, like its US ally, has in-
cluded a refusal to negotiate with
extremists.A swap could also set
a precedent for negotiating with
a militant group that previously
has not publicly demanded pris-
oner releases.

An online message purport-
edly from the extremist group,
also known as ISIS and ISIL,

warned late Tuesday that al-
Kaseasbeh and the other
hostage, Japanese journalist
Kenji Goto, would be killed
within 24 hours unless there was
a prisoner swap.

A video released by IS-linked
Twitter accounts on Tuesday fea-
tured a still photo of Goto and
audio of a message purportedly
from him, according to the SITE
intelligence group, a US-based
organisation that analyses ter-
rorist organisations.

“I’ve been told this is my last
message, and I’ve also been told
that the barrier of extracting my
freedom is now just the Jordani-

an government delaying the
handover of Sajida,” Goto pur-
portedly says in the video, di-
rected toward his family. “Tell
the Japanese government to put
all their political pressure on
Jordan. Time is now running
very short. It is me for her.What
seems to be so difficult to under-
stand?”

Goto says that any delays by
the Japanese “will mean they’re
responsible for the death of their
pilot,which will then be followed
by mine. I only have 24 hours
left to live,and the pilot has even
less.Please don’t leave us to die.”

The parents of Goto and al-

Kaseasbeh appealed for their
governments to secure their re-
lease yesterday. Japan’s govern-
ment spokesman, Yoshihide
Suga, said yesterday that Tokyo
is doing all it can to secure Goto’s
release.

The 24-hour deadline was to
expire late yesterday Japan
time. ISIL warned it would be
the group’s last message and
that any delay tactic would re-
sult in the hostages’ deaths.

Goto’s mother, Junko Ishido,
told reporters: “We don’t have
much time left, it is extremely
urgent. I want the government to
do whatever it takes.”

Jordan ready to trade inmate for pilot held by ISIS

A wounded Israeli soldier was carried after an Israeli military vehicle was hit by a missile along
the Lebanese border yesterday.

The mother of Jordanian pilot Lt. Mu’ath al-Kaseasbeh holds a picture of her son, who is held by
Islamic State group militants, during a sit-in in front of the cabinet offices in Amman calling for
his release.
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LONDON – Andrei K.
Lugovoi, a Russian entre-
preneur and former K.G.B.
bodyguard accused of poi-
soning Alexander V.
Litvinenko with radioac-
tive polonium 210, was
quoted yesterday as say-
ing the charges that
Russia was behind the
killing were “nonsense.”

“Such evidence simply
does not exist because
Russia wasn’t involved,”
Lugovoi said at his office in
Russia’s Parliament,
where he became a law-
maker after the death in
London on November 23,
2006, of Litvinenko, a for-
mer K.G.B.whistle-blower
and bitter opponent of
President Vladimir V.
Putin. “Second, even if
somebody had produced it,
then I can only say that it’s
a fake and speculation.”

His remarks were pub-
lished as an oft-delayed
public inquiry into Litvi-
nenko’s death entered a
second day in London. On
Tuesday, Ben Emmerson,

a barrister representing
the widowed Marina Lit-
vinenko, said the trail of
evidence would lead “di-
rectly to the door”of  Putin.

The inquiry, which is set
to last around 10 weeks
and will be conducted at
least partially in secret,
will explore such areas as
the involvement of Russ-
ian state agencies and
British intelligence serv-
ices in Litvinenko’s death.
At the time of his death,
Litvinenko and his family
had just acquired British
citizenship.

Litvinenko’s lawyers
have said that he worked
in some capacity for MI6,
Britain’s overseas spy
agency, for several years
after seeking asylum in
Britain in 2000, and had
investigated links between
the Kremlin and organised
crime.

British prosecutors say
Litvinenko was poisoned
on November 1, 2006, the
same day that he met
Lugovoi and an associate,

Dmitri V.Kovtun,a former
Soviet Army officer de-
scribed at the inquiry as a
deserter, in the Pine Bar of
the Millennium Hotel in
central London.

“Straightaway a waiter
came up to us,” Litvinenko
told a British police officer
who interviewed him at

length while his health de-
teriorated in the hospital,
according to a transcript
read out on Tuesday by
Robin Tam, the counsel to
the inquiry. It was the first
time in more than eight
years that details of the po-
lice file on the case had
been publicly disclosed.

“There was already a
teapot on the table and I
poured some tea out of the
teapot,although there was
only a little left on the bot-
tom and it made just half a
cup. Maybe about 50
grams. I swallowed several
times, but it was green tea
with no sugar and it was

already cold, by the way.
“Dr. Nathaniel Cary, a

government pathologist
who helped conduct a post-
mortem examination of
Litvinenko soon after his
death, spoke at the inquiry
yesterday and said med-
ical analysis supported the
Russian’s account.

Suspect in Russian spy killing calls accusations ‘nonsense’

RUSSIA says North
Korea’s leader has ac-
cepted an invitation to
travel to Moscow in May
for World War Two an-
niversary celebrations.

Presidential spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said his
presence had been con-
firmed, and Russia was
preparing for his visit.

However,Peskov did not
mention Kim Jong-un by
name, sparking specula-
tion that another official
may attend.

Kim Jong-un has not
made any overseas visits
since taking power in
North Korea in late 2011.

South Korea’s Unifica-
tion Ministry told Yonhap
that the reference to the
leader could be ambigu-
ous, as Kim Yong-nam is
the nominal head of state.

‘Not finalised’
Earlier this month, re-

ports emerged suggesting
Russia could be the site of
Kim’s first official visit.

Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov told journalists on
January 21 that Russia
had invited Kim to the
May 9 celebrations to
mark the 70th anniver-
sary of the end of WW2.

He said that the “first

signal was positive” from
the North Korean govern-
ment.

Peskov said yesterday:
“The participation of the
North Korean leader has
been confirmed, we are
preparing for his arrival.”

However, Yonhap re-
ported earlier that the
Kremlin had not finalised
the list of guests,and there
has been no statement
from North Korea.

Kim Yong-nam, whose
official title is president of
the Presidium of the Su-
preme People’s Assembly,
has more traditionally rep-
resented North Korea at
overseas events.

Visits by Kim Jong-un’s
father Kim Jong-il, the for-
mer leader who died in
December 2011, were
never announced ahead of
his departure.

Kim Jong-il visited
Russia in August 2011,but
he paid more regular visits
to China. Under his lead-
ership, China was seen as
the North’s closest ally.

If Kim Jong-un did
choose to visit Moscow
ahead of Beijing, the deci-
sion could be seen as a sign
of growing distance be-
tween China and the
North.

North Korea’s
leader Kim Jong-un
to visit Russia

BERLIN – The protest
group that shook up
German politics and
spawned large rallies
around the country for
and against immigra-
tion announced yester-
day that several of its
leaders had resigned.

The group, known as
Pegida, the German acro-
nym for Patriotic Europe-
ans Against the Islami-
zation of the West, sprung
up in the fall with a few
hundred followers, amid
questions about its roots
and its leadership. This
month, as many as 25 000
people showed up in
Dresden, the centre of the
movement, for its weekly
marches, though tens of
thousands of others have
turned out across Germa-
ny to counter its anti-im-
migration message.

A statement posted on
Pegida’s website said that
its spokeswoman,Kathrin
Oertel, and at least one
other member of the lead-
ership had stepped down.
The German media re-
ported that as many as five

of the leaders had re-
signed.

The web statement said
that Oertel needed a “time-
out” from the barrage of
media that had acceler-
ated as the weekly rallies
picked up followers and
national and international

interest. The other leader
needed to devote himself
to his business, it added.

The statement said a
new leadership would be
chosen in coming days,
though it did not explain
how.

The German media
linked the resignations to
a controversy over Lutz
Bachmann, the move-
ment’s founder, who
stepped aside last week
after photos emerged
showing him dressed as
Adolf Hitler.

German anti-immigrant
movement leaders resign posts

Lugovoi and Kovtun deny any involvement and remain in Russia.

Kathrin Oertel had become the public face of Pegida after her predecessor
stepped down.
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NEW Greek PM Alexis
Tsipras says his coun-
try will not default on
its debts.

Addressing his first cab-
inet meeting since Sun-
day’s victory, Tsipras said
he would negotiate with
creditors over the 240bn
(US$270bn) bailout.

“We won’t get into a mu-
tually destructive clash
but we will not continue a
policy of subjection,” said
the left-wing Syriza party
leader.

Greek bank stocks lost
more than a quarter of
their value yesterday as
prices fell for a third day.

Piraeus Bank lost near-
ly 29 per cent,Alpha Bank

26 per cent, and National
Bank and Eurobank
around 25 per cent.

Germany’s vice-chancel-
lor said it was unfair of
Greece to expect other
states to pick up its bills.

“I cannot imagine a hair-
cut [debt reduction],”
Sigmar Gabriel said.

As Tsipras made his de-
but cabinet speech, Greek
government bond yields
rose to their highest since
the 2012 debt restructur-
ing, amid investor concern
that the anti-austerity
coalition was gearing up
for a clash with interna-
tional creditors.

The Athens Stock Ex-
change fell by 8per cent in

response to Tsipras’s re-
marks, and as it emerged
that his government was
putting on hold major pri-
vatisation projects, includ-
ing the port of Piraeus and
the main power company,
the Public Power Corpora-
tion of Greece.

Greece has endured
tough budget cuts in re-
turn for its 2010 bailout,
negotiated with the “troi-
ka”– the EU,International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
European Central Bank
(ECB).

Its economy has shrunk
drastically since the 2008
global financial crisis, and
high unemployment has
thrown many Greeks into

poverty.
Vowing to defend Greek

dignity, Tsipras said a re-
negotiation of the Greek
debts would aim for a “vi-
able, fair, mutually benefi-
cial solution”. He did not
give any details.

Tsipras promised “real-
istic proposals” for an eco-
nomic recovery and vowed
to fight corruption and tax
evasion.His recovery plan,
he said, was aimed at pre-
venting deficits in the fu-
ture.

The new coalition gov-
ernment – with the right-
wing but equally anti-aus-
terity Greek Independents
– was sworn into office on
Tuesday.

PM: Greece will not default 

RESIDENTS of the US
north-east are digging out
after up to 36in (91cm) of
snow fell in a day-long
blizzard.

The storm, which also
destroyed part of a seawall
and flooded parts of
coastal Massachusetts, is
being blamed for two
deaths in Long Island.

Clean-up is being hin-
dered by freezing temper-
atures in the coming days
forecast to be as low as
10F (-12C).

But New York City and
areas south were spared
from an earlier prediction
of a “potentially historic
blizzard”.

City officials imposed a
driving ban and took the
unprecedented step of
shutting the subway on
Monday evening, but less

than a foot of snow fell
overnight.

Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
nied he had overreacted to
warnings, saying he could
only go on information
available and would ra-
ther err on the side of
safety.

The US National Wea-
ther Service (NWS) has
admitted its forecasts
were wrong, saying the
storm moved faster than
they expected.

National Weather Ser-
vice director, Louis Uccel-
lini, said his agency should
have done a better job of
communicating the uncer-
tainties in the forecast.

In Massachusetts, hea-
vy snow – falling as fast as
four inches an hour – and
high winds combined to
create blizzard and white-

out conditions.
More than 24in of snow

coated Boston’s Logan
Airport, the sixth-highest
in recorded history. Worc-
ester got 33.5in, the high-
est amount recorded since
1905, and Auburn and
Lunenburg each reported
36in.

“I had to jump out the
window because the door
only opens one way,” Mas-
sachusetts resident Chuck
Beliveau said.“I felt like a
kid again. When I was a
kid, we’d burrow through
snow drifts like moles.”

More than two feet fell
in parts of Maine, Connec-
ticut,New Hampshire and
Rhode Island.

Portland, Maine and
Providence, Rhode Island
both set a daily record for
snowfall.

US north-east digs out of heavy snow

NIGERIA’S army failed to
protect Baga’s civilians de-
spite warnings that mili-
tants were going to attack,
rights group Amnesty
International has said.

Some reports say as
many as 2 000 people died
in Boko Haram’s raids on
the north-eastern town
this month, but the gov-
ernment puts the toll at
150.

Amnesty quotes an un-
named senior army source
as saying the Islamist mil-
itants told residents about
the offensive.

But the defence
spokesman said there had
been continuous patrols.

“It is not true to say no-
thing was done,” Maj Gen
Chris Olukolade said in re-
sponse to Amnesty Inter-
national’s allegations.

Boko Haram launched a
full-scale insurgency in
north-eastern Nigeria in
2009 to create an Islamic
state.

But since the govern-
ment declared a state of
emergency 20 months ago
in three north-eastern
states to deal with it,Boko
Haram has strengthened
and now controls several
towns, where it has de-
clared a caliphate.

According to evidence
gathered by Amnesty In-
ternational, commanders
at the military base in
Baga, in the far north-east

of Nigeria, regularly in-
formed military headquar-
ters in November and
December 2014 of the
threat of a Boko Haram at-
tack and repeatedly re-
quested reinforcements.

‘Urgent wake-up call’
There were also warn-

ings that the town of Mon-
guno, about 140km (85
miles) north of Maiduguri
city which was captured
by Boko Haram on Sun-
day, would be attacked.

“Everyone was aware,”a
Monguno resident told
Amnesty.

“Boko Haram came on
Wednesday last week [21
January] and asked the
villagers [in nearby
Ngurno] to leave because
they are coming to attack
the barracks.The villagers
told the soldiers.”

Amnesty International’s
Africa director Netsanet
Belay said the attacks
were an “urgent wake-up
call for the Nigerian lead-
ership, the African Union
and the international com-
munity”.

Maj Gen Olukolade said
in operational areas sur-
veillance would have been
continuous to ward off at-
tacks.

Earlier this month,
Chadian soldiers deployed
to Cameroon’s border with
Nigeria to help secure the
porous border.

Nigeria army
‘warned about
Baga attack’

Independent Greeks leader Panos Kammenos (left, speaking to Deputy Prime Minister Giannis Dragasakis,
centre, and Alexis Tsipras) is the new defence minister.

Boston set a snowfall record for January.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - In business, if a vendor
charges significantly lower than competitors, the item or
service will be considered “cheap.” Whatever you offer
today, check out the going rate and price accordingly.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You may feel that your
talents and passions are not being properly utilised in
your current position, and yet today’s activities only
highlight a narrow aspect of the entire job. Be patient. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Some people so strongly
identify with being a victim that they will unconsciously
sabotage whatever good comes into their experience.
This is why you shouldn’t take it personally if your help
doesn’t really seem to help.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You hate goodbyes, and
yet they have to happen to move on to the next chapter.
Cheerful and short will be best, with the additional
clause of “Until next time ...” 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Even though you take the
needs and wants of those around you into consideration,
the one who will be most affected by your next move is
you. Act accordingly. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Good news: there is no
salvation in the future. Salvation is in the present.
Forgive and save. This is the order of the moment.
Liberate yourself; do it now.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Love cannot flourish
without space. Some need it more than others. Your
sensitivity to the spatial requirements of others
(emotional and physical) will make you a most desirable
friend and partner. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Addictive temptations
are more dangerous than they seem. The best tactic is to
stay away completely. Why make it harder on yourself?
Avoid potential trouble by walking the other way.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Embracing only
the parts of you that you think are acceptable and/or
desirable will diminish your power. Awesome power
comes from embracing the good, the bad and the ugly.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - What if you came at
life like you had nothing to prove? What would you do
differently? To be content in oneself “as is” is of life’s
greatest satisfactions. Stop the striving for a day, or
better yet for a month. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You can devote
yourself to others with no loss to yourself. You may
experience a loss of ego, and that may hurt, but loss of
ego is not the same as loss of self.  
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Feeling unequipped? It’s
not true! You have enough and you are enough. Anyway,
purchases made out of insecurity will always be followed
by buyer’s regret. 
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THE Pentagon insisted yester-
day that no decision has been
made in the case of Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl, even as a former mil-
itary intelligence officer stood by
his claim that the Army is charg-
ing him with desertion.

Bergdahl was released by
Taliban-aligned militants last
year in exchange for five
Guantanamo prisoners.

Pentagon spokesman Rear
Adm. John Kirby said yesterday
that Bergdahl’s case is still being
reviewed and no charges have
been filed.

“We’re responsible institu-
tions, and we pride ourselves on
good leadership,and good leader-
ship in this case means taking
our time and doing this right,”
Kirby stated.

Asked whether there was po-
litical pressure to delay the
charges,he said,“that is the most
ludicrous claim I’ve heard in the
last few days”.

But that’s what retired Lt.Col.
Tony Shaffer claims, after first
alleging Monday night that de-
sertion charges were being filed.
After the Army and Pentagon
strongly denied the claims on
Tuesday, Shaffer told Fox News’
“The O’Reilly Factor”on Tuesday

night that the White House is
simply delaying the announce-
ment.

Shaffer, who works at the
London Centre for Policy
Research,said he believes the al-
leged White House involvement
is politically motivated.Further,
he said he stands by “all of those
facts,” referring to his report on
Monday that Bergdahl’s lawyer
has been given a statement of
charges.

Shaffer said on Monday that,
“As a corporate entity, the Army
has decided that they want to
pursue Bergdahl for this viola-
tion.”

Shaffer said there’s a “huge
battle” going on inside the
Obama administration, as some
try to “suppress” this develop-
ment.“This is shaping up to be a
titanic struggle behind the
scenes,” he said.

Maj.Gen.Ronald F.Lewis, the
Army’s chief of public affairs,put
out a statement on Tuesday af-
ternoon calling the reports, in-
cluding a similar one by NBC
News, “patently false”.

“To be clear there have been no
actions or decisions on the Sgt.
Bergdahl investigation,”he said.
“The investigation is still with

the commanding general of US
Army Forces Command who will
determine appropriate action –
which ranges from no further ac-
tion to convening a court mar-
tial.”

Eugene Fidell, Bergdahl’s
lawyer, did not comment when
reached by Fox News earlier yes-

terday.
Bergdahl was held for five

years before his release was se-
cured in 2014.

But while the president joined
with Bergdahl’s parents in the
Rose Garden at the time in cele-
brating his return home, the
prisoner swap swiftly became a

matter of severe controversy.
Fellow soldiers accused Bergdahl
of deserting his post on a base in
Afghanistan in 2009. And the
trade itself, of his freedom for
five Guantanamo prisoners,
drew criticism in Congress from
lawmakers who said it sent a
troubling signal.

Pentagon insists no decision reached on Bergdahl case
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US TREASURY Secretary
Jacob Lew has said sanctions
against Russia could be ex-
tended because of the escala-
tion of violence in east
Ukraine.

He was speaking on a visit to
Kiev, after European Union
leaders said they would con-
sider “further restrictive meas-
ures” on Russia’s government.

Pro-Russian separatists
have pushed back Ukrainian
forces in several areas in the
past week.

But the number of casualties
has steadily mounted.

Shelling by Ukrainian forces
killed 16 civilians in the rebel-

held region of Luhansk and
four in Donetsk, according to
officials quoted by Russian
state news agency Tass yester-
day. More than 100 others were
reportedly wounded.

Country accountable
Ukrainian officials said the

separatists had targeted 55
towns and villages in the past
24 hours.There were no details
of civilian casualties, but they
said three soldiers had been
killed.

A main focus of rebel attacks
is the town of Debaltseve, a
road and rail hub near Done-
tsk, which separatist leader

Eduard Basurin has described
as a “wedge” between rebel-
held areas.

Lew said Washington’s first
choice was a diplomatic resolu-
tion to lessen sanctions, but
“we are prepared to do more if
necessary”.

His remarks came hours
after President Barack Obama
spoke on the phone to German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
issued a statement saying the
two leaders were concerned
about “Russia’s materiel sup-
port for the separatists”.

They “agreed on the need to
hold Russia accountable for its
actions”.

US warns of more sanctions on Russia

BAHRAINI Shia opposition
chief Sheikh Ali Salman, in
custody for allegedly trying
to overthrow the kingdom’s
Sunni regime, rejected the
charge as his trial opened
yesterday, a judicial source
said.

The judge decided to keep
Salman behind bars and set
the next hearing in Manama
for February 25, his influential
Al-Wefaq bloc said in a state-
ment.

Al-Wefaq’s head, aged 49,
was arrested on December 28
and his detention has sparked
near-daily protests across the
Shia-majority but Sunni-ruled
kingdom.

Salman has been accused of
“promoting the overthrow and
change of the political regime
by force”, and of inciting dis-
obedience and hatred in public
statements.

He was present at yester-
day’s hearing at the Higher
Criminal Court, held under
tight security and attended by
representatives of several
Western embassies.

Salman’s defence team called
for his release on bail as the
opposition chief pleaded inno-
cent, judicial sources said.

His arrest had sparked con-
demnation from the United
States, Iran and international
rights groups.

In a joint statement yester-
day, 109 parliamentarians from
43 countries called for the “im-
mediate release” of Salman.

Salman himself, in a letter
from prison published on Al-
Wefaq’s website, has likened
himself to Nelson Mandela,
who spent 27 years in South
African prisons during his fight
against apartheid.

“In am in prison for the same
reasons that led to the impris-
onment of Nelson Mandela –
(the call for) equality, freedom
and democracy,” he said.

“Do not feel sad for my im-
prisonment. I am ready to
spend my whole life as a pris-
oner for you and for your chil-
dren’s happiness,” he said ad-
dressing supporters.

He said he was questioned
over his calls for an end to “dis-

crimination” against Shias and
for “a democratic regime” in
Bahrain.

He called on the interna-
tional community to “support
the Bahraini people in demo-
cratically choosing their gov-
ernment... and protect their
peaceful gatherings from

(state) brutality.”
Al-Wefaq meanwhile, said

Salman’s “continued detention
will only deepen the gap be-
tween the regime and the peo-
ple”.

Tiny but strategic Bahrain,
which is home to the US Fifth
Fleet, has been rocked by un-

rest since a 2011 Shia-led up-
rising demanding a constitu-
tional monarchy and more rep-
resentative government.

At least 89 people have been
killed in clashes with security
forces since 2011, while hun-
dreds have been arrested and
put on trial, rights groups say.

Bahrain opposition
head rejected
charges as trial
opened yesterday

A Bahraini protester holds up an empty barrel to block the road during clashes with police after a
demonstration against the arrest of Sheikh Ali Salman, head of the Shia opposition movement Al-
Wefaq, in Salman’s home village of Bilad al-Qadeem, on the outskirts of the capital Manama.



MICROSOFT
Research’s chief has
said he thinks artifi-
cial intelligence sys-
tems could achieve
consciousness, but has
played down the
threat to human life.

Eric Horvitz’s position
contrasts with that of 
several other leading
thinkers.

Last December, Prof.
Stephen Hawking told the
BBC that such machines
could “spell the end of the
human race”.

Mr. Horvitz also re-
vealed that “over a quarter
of all attention and re-
sources” at his research
unit were now focused on
AI-related activities.

“There have been con-
cerns about the long-term
prospect that we lose con-
trol of certain kinds of in-
telligences,” he said.

“I fundamentally don’t
think that’s going to hap-
pen.

“I think that we will be
very proactive in terms of
how we field AI systems,
and that in the end we’ll
be able to get incredible
benefits from machine in-
telligence in all realms of
life, from science to educa-
tion to economics to daily
life.”

Mr. Horvitz heads up a
team of more than 1 000
scientists and engineers at
Microsoft’s research wing.

The division’s work on
AI has already helped give
rise to Cortana – a voice-
controlled virtual assis-
tant that runs on the
Windows Phone platform
and will shortly come 
to desktop PCs when
Windows 10 is released.

Mr. Horvitz said that he
believed Cortana and its
rivals would spur on de-
velopment of the field.

“The next if not last 
enduring competitive 
battlefield among major
IT companies will be arti-

ficial intelligence,”he said.
“The notion that sys-

tems that can think, lis-
ten, hear, collect data from
thousands of user experi-
ences – and we synthesise
it back to enhance its serv-
ices over time – has come
to the forefront now.

“We have Cortana and
Siri and Google Now set-
ting up a competitive tour-
nament for where’s the
best intelligent assistant
going to come from ... and
that kind of competition is
going to heat up the re-
search and investment,
and bring it more into the
spotlight.”

Mr. Horvitz’s comments
were posted online in a
video marking his receipt
of the AAAI Feigenbaum
Prize – an award for “out-
standing advances” in AI
research.

Privacy fears
He did, however, acknowl-
edge one concern: AI sys-

tems risk invading peo-
ple’s privacy, since they
will become capable of
making ever-deeper infer-
ences about users by
“weaving together” the
mass of data generated by
human activities.

But, he added, AI itself
might offer a solution to
this problem.

“We’ve been working
with systems that can fig-
ure out exactly what in-
formation they would best
need to provide the best
service for a population of
users, and at the same
time then limit the [pri-
vacy] incursion on any
particular user,” he said.

“So, I believe that ma-
chine learning, reasoning
and AI more generally will
be central in providing
great tools for ensuring
the privacy of folks at the
same time as allowing
services to acquire data
anonymously or with only
low probabilities of risk to
any particular person.”
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THIS Super Bowl
Facebook is taking a page
from Twitter’s playbook,
for the first time during a
football championship sell-
ing ads that target people
based on what they are
talking about in real time.

These include video ads
that will play automati-
cally on Facebook’s news-
feed, triggered by key
words that members men-
tion in their posts as they
watch the American foot-
ball game on February 1.

Smartphones and
tablets provide a second
screen for the Super Bowl’s
100 million television
viewers to comment about
the game as it proceeds,
giving advertisers a more
precise way to target mes-

sages.
Twitter is the leader in

this arena that other so-
cial media networks are
seeking to emulate.

“Twitter has owned the
mantel of being a real-time
platform but the sophisti-
cation of Facebook’s ad tar-
geting is unparalleled,”
said Noah Mallin, head of
social for north America at
MEC, a media buying
agency that is part of WPP.

“That is a big change.”
At last year’s Super

Bowl, marketers on
Facebook could target ads
to segments of members
based on their likes, pro-
files and demographic in-
formation. Facebook has
introduced real-time tar-
geting features since then,

and this year the social
network, with 155 million
daily users in the United
States and Canada, will
customise audience clus-
ters that advertisers can
target in real time during
the game.

Maura Tuohy, head of
social media at the mar-
keting agency Eleven Inc.,
said Facebook had to work
hard to dispel the notion
that people do not use the
network while watching
live tent pole events.
“People are talking about
these shows” on Facebook,
she said.

For example, Toyota
Motor Corp. in the past
had turned to social media
to amplify its creative TV
commercials running in

the Super Bowl. Now, the
Japanese automaker is
making commercials spe-
cially for social media.

Dionne Colvin-Lovely,
director of traditional and
emerging media at Toyota,
said the automaker is 
running two commercials
during the Super Bowl 
but has turned to digital
platforms like Facebook,
Twitter, Google Inc.’s
YouTube and Hulu to 
generate a conversation
around car buying.

War-rooms
Twitter is staffing “war
rooms” of 13 advertisers
for the Super Bowl, includ-
ing PepsiCo and Anheuser
Busch – triple the number
of companies that worked

directly with Twitter for
last year’s big game.

Staffers at the 13 compa-
nies will monitor social
networks during the game
and pump out videos,
tweets and graphical ads.
Some companies will have
lawyers on hand to ap-
prove the spots.

A growing number of big
brand advertisers want to
create “unplanned” social
ads for the Super Bowl,
said Twitter Director of 
US Brand Strategy Ross
Hoffman.

Twitter and Facebook
are hoping that by execut-
ing memorable real-time
ads with a more precise
way to reach consumers
will be an additional tool in
their long-time efforts to

grab a bigger slice of the
estimated $66 billion tele-
vision advertising pie.

While many agencies ex-
ecutives said social net-
works do not necessarily
charge more for ads during
tent pole events, total
spending rises as advertis-
ers target more people.

This year,NBC is charg-
ing a record $4.5 million
on average for a 30-second
commercial. So far the 
network, a division of
Comcast Corp., has sold 
95 per cent of the game’s
inventory.

When the $5 million 
to $10 million cost to pro-
duce a TV commercial is
factored in, digital adver-
tising looks even more 
attractive.

APPLE INC. (AAPL.O)
quarterly results smashed
Wall Street expectations
with record sales of big-
screen iPhones in the hol-
iday shopping season and
a 70 per cent rise in China
sales, powering the com-
pany to the largest profit
in corporate history.

The company sold 74.5
million iPhones in its fis-
cal first quarter ended
December 27, while many
analysts had expected
fewer than 70 million.
Revenue rose to $74.6 bil-

lion from $57.6 billion a
year earlier.

Profit of $18 billion was
the biggest ever reported
by a public company,
worldwide, according to
S&P analyst Howard
Silverblatt. Apple’s cash
pile is now $178 billion,
enough to buy IBM
(IBM.N) or the equivalent
to $556 for every
American.

Apple Chief Executive
Officer Tim Cook said the
Cupertino, California-
based company would 

release its next product,
the Apple Watch, in April.

Cook said that the com-
pany’s new mobile pay-
ment service, Apple Pay,
which lets customers buy
products from select mer-
chants with their phones,
was in its “first inning”
and the company would
consider adding new 
features as it looked at 
expanding outside the
United States.

Shares rose about 5 per
cent to $114.90 in after-
hours trade.

Alex Garland’s film Ex Machina is one of several movies to consider the threat
posed by AI.

Eric Horvitz published his views on AI after receiving
an award for his work in the field.

Facebook to sell real-time Super Bowl ads, taking on Twitter

iPhone sales trample expectations
as profit sets global record

AI will not kill us, says Microsoft Research chief
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FORESTS around the
world will need to be
expanded by 5-15 per
cent to limit global
temperature rises to
2°C.

And crop yields must
rise by 40-60 per cent.

These are just two pre-
dictions for 2050 of an on-
line tool developed by the
government to consider
options for cutting carbon
emissions.

The Global Calculator
uses data reviewed by in-
ternational experts to look
at scenarios for meeting
the 2°C target, which sci-
entists say is needed to
avoid dangerous climate
change.

Led by the Department
of Energy and Climate
Change (DECC), the
model of the world’s en-
ergy, land and food sys-
tems suggests living stan-
dards can be maintained,

but only by making
sweeping changes to agri-
culture, transport, food
and fuel.

There would need be
hundreds of million elec-
tric cars on the road by
2050, and the amount of
CO2 emitted per unit of
electricity would need to
fall by at least 90 per cent.

Ambitious targets
Consumers would also
need to think about
switching to diets high in
vegetables or eat meat
from animals raised
through intensive farm-
ing.

Energy and Climate
Change Secretary Ed
Davey said: “For the 
first time this Global
Calculator shows that
everyone in the world can
prosper while limiting
global temperature rises
to 2°C, preventing the

most serious impacts of
climate change.

“Yet the calculator is
also very clear that we
must act now to change
how we use and generate
energy and how we use
our land if we are going to
achieve this green
growth.”

Dr. Mike Cherrett of
Climate-KIC, the EU cli-
mate initiative that co-led
the project, added: “The
calculator clearly high-

lights that we can meet
out 2°C target while main-
taining good lifestyles –
but we need to set ambi-
tious targets on all fronts
and use innovation to ad-
dress climate change.”

The global calculator
builds on DECC’s UK 
calculator, published in
2010. It is being offered to
other governments for use
in the run-up to crucial cli-
mate negotiations in Paris
at the end of the year.

WASHINGTON,DC,USA
– The 34-megawatt (MW)
greenfield wind farm being
built by US-owned BMR
Energy in St. Elizabeth is
to receive a US$90-million
capital injection by way of
a loan through a tripartite
arrangement among 
the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation
(OPIC), the International
Finance Corporation
(IFC),) and the Govern-
ment of Canada.

The announcement 
was made by US Vice
President Joe Biden at
Monday’s Clean Energy
Summit at the US 
State Department in
Washington,DC,which he
hosted and which brought
together government offi-
cials from the Caribbean
and Latin America as well
as finance, private sector
and civil society leaders
from the US, Caribbean,
and the international com-
munity. The summit was
intended to push for an 
integrated approach to
clean energy solutions for
the mostly oil-dependent
countries.

The OPIC will be provid-
ing US$43 million, or 48

per cent of the funds to
BMR. On Monday, Biden
said the loan to Jamaica is
the first disbursement by
the body.

“When construction be-
gins in June, it will be a
tangible example of what
can be achieved when the
public and private sectors
in both countries come 
together and meet this
challenge head-on,” Biden
declared while delivering
the keynote address at the
summit.

In an immediate reac-
tion, Jamaica’s Energy
Minister Phillip Paulwell
said, “I think it is very sig-
nificant because it will 
assist with the contribu-
tion of renewables to the
grid.”

The wind farm, accord-
ing to BMR, is expected to
shave US$500 million, or 
a quarter, off Jamaica’s 
$2-billion-a-year oil im-
port bill.

Paulwell – who along
with Prime Minister
Portia Simpson-Miller at-
tended the summit – said
that the BMR project, to-
gether with a soon-to-be-
announced 20-MW project
slated to be undertaken by

another American com-
pany at a cost of US$60
million,will go a far way in
the diversification of
Jamaica’s energy supplies
as the country pushes to
achieve 20 per cent of its
energy needs from renew-
ables by the year 2030.
Currently, renewables ac-
count for eight per cent of
the island’s energy sup-
plies.

“The message is that the
Americans are facilitating
their energy sector in-
terests in the region and
that, once we have trans-
parent and clear regula-
tory systems, they will be
encouraged to come, and 
I think Jamaica has
demonstrated that,” said
Paulwell.

On Monday, the 
United States Agency 
for International
Development (USAID)
also disclosed that it will
be spending US$10 million
over the next five years to
help Jamaica clear some
of the financial, technical,
planning, and co-ordina-
tion hurdles on its way to
achieving the 2030 renew-
able energy target.

“Our programme is de-

signed to help the
Government [of Jamaica]
meet those challenges.
For example, in energy 
efficiency, Jamaica has a
wealth of alternative en-
ergy sources particularly
from the sun.So,we will be
helping Jamaica to de-
velop a market for technol-
ogy that is solar-powered
and through that we will
be able to reduce the cost 
of energy for Jamaicans 
by putting more of that 
energy onto the grid,” ex-
plained Elizabeth Hogan,
USAID’s acting assistant
administrator for Latin
America and the
Caribbean Bureau.

She said the funds will
be allocated based on the
areas of priority,as agreed
with the Jamaican
Government.

During the summit, the
World Bank presented 
a proposal to create 
a Caribbean Energy
Investment Network,
which is intended to im-
prove communication
among development part-
ners and help Caribbean
countries match external
support with local energy
goals.

BRUSSELS – European
Union president Latvia
will push ahead with a
law to clamp down on 
air pollution after the
European Commission’s
plan to withdraw the pro-
posals was rejected by
many lawmakers.

Air pollution from traf-
fic and industry is respon-
sible for about 400 000
premature deaths per
year in the European
Union, according to
Commission data.

Still, the EU executive
had proposed to scrap
draft proposals on clean-
ing up the air, which it
said did not fit in with its
broader plans for smarter,
streamlined legislation.

An angry backlash from
some member states and
many in the European
Parliament forced the
issue back onto the
agenda.

“We are glad the
Commission has decided
to keep the NEC (National
Emissions Ceiling) direc-
tive on the table,” said
Alda Ozola, a deputy state
secretary in the environ-
ment ministry of Latvia,
which holds the rotating
EU presidency until end-
June.

It was a complex issue
and a deal between the
parliament and member
states would take time but
Latvia would advance the
talks as far as possible,
Ozola told a debate at the
assembly.

Marianne Wenning, a

director in the environ-
mental department of the
Commission, said the row
about whether to go ahead
with national limits on
various pollutants was
now “behind us”.

The executive was
working on bringing the
EU closer to standards
laid out by the World
Health Organisation by
2030, she said.

Many member states
break existing EU air
quality rules that fall
short of pollution levels
the WHO says are safe.
Some industrial sectors
say they are struggling to
be competitive and that
EU regulation risks driv-
ing them out of Europe.

Any EU law that entails
national limits has also
stirred up Eurosceptic
sentiments, especially in
Britain where it has be-
come an election issue in
the run-up to polls in May.

But advocates say costs
are offset by reduced pub-
lic health bills and a drop
in sick day numbers.

Elliot Treharne, air
quality manager from 
the Greater London
Authority, said London
was working towards
bringing London’s air into
compliance with existing
EU standards,but it could
not succeed alone as air
pollutants cross borders.

“Without it (EU-wide
law) the burden will be
left to cities who are al-
ready doing as much as
possible,” he said.

EU presses on with
anti-pollution law after
Commission U-turn

Huge efforts will need to be made to protect forests.

‘World can
cut carbon
emissions
and live well’

US$90M boost US Vice President Biden announces
big energy help for Jamaica

      



Dear JANE,
I have decided to host

a family gathering later
this year. It is not some-
thing that is done often in
my family, in fact the last
time this was done was
about seven years ago, so
I’m quite excited this
time around. The only
problem is that my hus-
band and I have chosen
to not serve any alcohol
and two of my cousins are
not very happy about
this.

Jane, I have six broth-
ers and 3 of them are re-

covering alcoholics. One
of my uncles also had a
drinking problem. I want
them to have a good time
and feel comfortable so I
believe we should forego
the drinks but my
cousins believe that they
should not have to suffer
because of other’s prob-
lems.

They enjoy a good glass
of wine and think the
event will be a bore with-
out it. There will be
plenty of other options
available such as lemon-
ade, tea, soft drinks, fruit

juices, virgin pina coladas
etcetera 

Am I being unfair?
UPSET ORGANISER

Dear UPSET OR-
GANISER,

Many people enjoy
a good glass of wine
and for your cousins
alcohol is just a bever-
age, but for some of
your other family
members it is proba-

bly something that has
only caused great dif-
ficulties in their life. I
am sure you don’t
want  your brothers
and your uncle caus-
ing any trouble for
themselves, so it is
likely best to leave
drinks out of the equa-
tion.

As you said in your
letter, your relatives
don’t meet up very
often so I’m sure they
will manage one
evening meet-up with-
out any alcoholic bev-
erages.

Your cousins need to
look at it from your
perspective and you
can continue to assure
them that the event
won’t ‘be a bore’ as
they put it. At times
family members have
to sacrifice for each
other and this can be
one of those times.

Don’t let your
cousin’s complaint
take the excitement
you are feeling for the
upcoming gathering.
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Bridge

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

Cousins not happy
about gathering
without alcohol

     

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=76215&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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By Petra Gooding

DIGICEL Barbados
drew first blood in the
opening match of the
Digicel/ICBL Villages
Polo Tour with a nine
and a half goals to six
drubbing of the visit-
ing Villages team on
Tuesday evening at
the Holders Hill Polo
Ground.

Barbados’ four goal
player Cristian Chavez
scored three goals while
Richard Gooding,
Stewart Gill and Jeff
Evelyn scored two goals
each. Meanwhile The
Villages’  Francisco
Bilboa lived up to expec-
tations and scored four
goals while Chip
Campbell  scored two
goals.

In the lead up to the
series, all the talk was
centered around Bilboa
who is a five goal polo
player. However, clever
marking from Gooding
throughout the match
ensured that he had a
hard time getting the
ball  through the up-
rights.

Gooding opened the
scoring for Barbados
early in the first chukka
with a hard fought close

range shot. Stewart Gill
followed up just seconds
later with a goal of his
own while Chavez scored
his first of three late in
the opening chukka.

Team Barbados would
score three more goals in
the second chukka while
The Villages Team was
yet to score. However, it
was in the third chukka
that Bilboa showed why
he is a five goal player.

He got the Villages on
the scoreboard with a
powerful strike second
after the ball was thrown
in for the third chukka.
He took just three
strokes with his mallet
to guide the ball through
the uprights. Chip
Campbell also got in the
act with a goal of his
own. Bilboa then scored
a 40 yard penalty and
followed up with a beau-
tiful shot under the
pony’s neck and then
ended the chukka with
another easy goal.

The score was now 6.5
to 4 in Barbados’ favour
and The Villages looked
set to equalling the score.
But that was not to be as
Evelyn scored early in
the fourth chukka, a goal
that he seemed to be un-
aware he had scored. Gill
then followed up with a

goal through his pony’s
leg, while Chavez scored
his third.

Bilboa would go on to
score his fourth and final
goal of the match late in

the fourth chukka but it
was all too late as Team
Barbados won 9.5 goals
to 6.

In the first match of
the evening, UNNA de-

feated Team ICBL 8
goals to three. Cristansia
Evelyn and Mark Atwell
led the way with three
goals each for UNNA
while Pablo Crespin

scored all three goals for
the ICBL team.

The second match in
the series will be played
today at Holders Hill
from 3:30 p.m.

Barbados outplays The Villages in first game
SPORTSSPORTS

The victorious Digicel Barbados team (L-R) Stewart Gill, Richard Gooding, Christian Chavez, Jeff Evelyn. 

Jeff Evelyn (centre) talking to his teammates.The Villages’ Francisco Bilboa.

       



24 • Thursday January 29, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

THREE weeks into the
2015 action in the
Barbados Rugby
Football Union inter-
club competition,
Emperors RFC
managed to remain
undefeated to keep
their spot at the top of
the standing despite a
slow and painful start
to last Saturday’s match
against Renegades
RFC.

Just minutes after
getting started at the
Garrison Savannah, the
Emperors found
themselves under severe
pressure as the Renegades
powered past the flimsy
defence and Ramoun ‘Juice’
Downes touched down for
the try of the match.
Brandon Walcott’s attempt
at conversion was no good.

The Renegades pressed
forward again with a
vigorous sequence that
carried them past the 22-
metre line. However, a
contentious exchange with
referee Rommell Parris
earned the Emperors’
captain Jeren ‘Blinki’

Clarke a swift yellow card
and a ten-minute stint in
the sin bin. Continued
disorganised play from the
Emperors coupled with
effective tactics and
execution from the
Renegades led to another
try from David Carter
despite Emperors’ Simon
Noble putting up a solid, if
solitary, attempt at
defence.

At halftime, the
standings-leaders were yet
to score while Renegades
had moved up to ten.After
the restart, spectators
witnessed an Emperors
turnaround of major
proportions. David Burke
out-foxed the opposition to
dot the ball down. Clarke,
still smarting from his
first-half penalty, tasted
sweet revenge with the
help of Ché Springer and
Dorian Browne to level the
score. Scrappy play from
some of the Renegades was
unable to overcome a
concerted attack from
Daniel Ramsay that put
the Emperors ahead 15-10.

Romuald ‘Mu’ Allard and

Enrique Oxley combined
their talents and speed for
another Emperor try.With
his team firmly in control of
the match, Oxley broke
away from defenders for a
beautiful sprint and
potential try that was
unfortunately for his team,
called back due to a
forward pass earlier in the
sequence. It was a bad day
for the kickers as none of
the attempts at conversion
succeeded.The score at the
end of the game was
Emperors 20,Renegades –
10. With four tries in the
match, the winners also
receive a bonus point.

The later match saw
Tridents facing off against
Scorpions in a contest of
experience versus
enthusiasm. Scorpions
opened their offensive with
two rapid-fire tries from big
man Raj Edwards, jumping
out to a 10-0 lead. Rommel
‘Angry Bird’ Moore put his
years of experience to good
use by overcoming several
attempted tackles to score
a vital try, while Leandro
‘Ice Man’ Jordan
successfully kicked the
conversion. With the score
at 10-7, Tridents’ Corey
Elcock snapped up an
errant ball and swiftly
accelerated towards the

Scorpions’ try line only to
have the ball stolen by
Dario Stoute,who sprinted
home for a beautiful try.
Tridents veteran,
Denniston Shepherd took
this as a personal insult
and literally ran over a
number of Scorpions to
prove that age is only a
number, and to push
Tridents into the lead.

The match quickly
turned into an end-to-end
battle, with returning
veteran Harold Bynoe and
relative newcomer
Rommel Byer of Tridents
facing off against
experienced Scorpions’
Stephen Millar and Kevin
Murrell. There were
several feisty encounters
between Jordan and Dario
Stoute in the kicking
contest that followed,while
Tridents’ Matthew
‘Willows’ Willoughby
scored a try and leveled the
score at 17-all.

Stoute made a
breakaway run to put
Scorpions ahead, and was
pleased to add another in
quick succession to give
himself a hat-trick.By now,
this match had morphed
into a basic shoot-out,with
tries and conversions
coming fast and furious.
Bynoe scored twice more

for the Tridents,while Neil
Forde (Scorpions) and
Jordan (Tridents) kept the
scoreboard ticking over.
Each side displayed
considerable skills in ball-
handling and tactics, with
hard tackles and some
outstanding footwork
drawing noisy admiration
from the on-lookers.

Millar and Stoute
(Scorpions) opened up a
commanding lead for the
Scorpions with a try each,
but faced sturdy
competition from Joran,
who went on to score with
his boot as well as by
touching down the pigskin.
As the shadows lengthened

on a truly lovely Saturday
afternoon, the gathered
crowd was treated to a
master class of club rugby,
but eventually Raj
Edwards sealed the deal
for his club with a late try.
Final score Scorpions 49 –
38 Tridents,with the bonus
point going to the victors.
Dario Stoute ended the
match with four tries
(beaver trick), while Raj
Edwards had a hat-trick
(three tries).

Play continues on
Saturday, January 31st
with Renegades taking on
the Tridents at 2:30pm and
Emperors facing Scorpions
at 4:00pm. (PR/MP)

BARBADOS Chelsea
Tuach continued her
preparations for her
upcoming competition by
training in California with
her coach, Jim Hogan.

Over the last week she
has been honing her skills
for the contests which will
be held in Sydney,
Merewether and
Queensland, Australia.

Tuach is slated to
compete in the Samsung
Galaxy World Surf League
(WSL) 6000 Hurley
Australian Open Pro and
1000 Junior Pro in Manly,
NSW from February 7 –
15 and in the WSL 1000
Burton Automotive
Women’s Classic and 1000
Junior Pro from Feb 15 –
22 in Merewether, NSW.

In addition, she has
been granted the honour
of being selected by Roxy
to compete in the Roxy Pro
Trials at Snapper Rocks
on the Gold Coast of
Australia for a spot in the
Samsung Galaxy WSL
Women’s Championship
Tour event after her
outstanding 3rd place
finish at the WSL 6000
Hainan Pro in China last
week.

“I am really looking
forward to my trip to

Australia. I have been
training hard with my
coach Jim Hogan, my
boards are feeling good
under my feet and I am
going to do my best to
repeat my performance in
China and keep my
ranking up,” said Tuach
about her upcoming trip.

She has been taking the
surfing world by storm
with a third place result at
the ASP World Surfing
Championships held in
Portugal last October, a
win at the first WSL
Junior Pro 1000 event for
2015 held at Soup Bowl,
Barbados in November, a
win at the Corona Pro
APSPR event and overall
Series Championship title
in Puerto Rico in
November and a 3rd place
finish at the first WSL
6000 Women’s
Qualification Series
(WQS) event for 2015 held
in Hainan island, China
just two weeks ago.

She is currently the top
ranked surfer on the WSL
North America female
Junior Pro rankings, is
equal third on the ASP
International Junior
rankings and third in the
world on the WSL
Women’s WQS rankings.

THE ICC Board yesterday
approved that Afghanistan
and Ireland will join the 10
Full Members in the
rankings-based
qualification system for the
ICC Cricket World Cup
2019.

The top eight-ranked
sides on the Reliance ICC
ODI Team Rankings as at
30 September 2017 will
qualify automatically to
the 2019 event, while the
bottom four will play in the
10-team ICC Cricket World
Cup Qualifier 2018 that
will determine the final
two teams in the line-up.

As a result, Afghanistan
and Ireland will no longer
play in the ICC World
Cricket League
Championship, the ICC’s
one-day competition for the
leading Associate and
Affiliate sides.

The final two positions
in the ICC World Cricket
League Championship will
now be filled by Kenya and
Nepal, who finished third
and fourth, respectively, in

the Pepsi ICC World
Cricket League Division 2
in Namibia last week.They
will join Hong Kong,
Namibia, Netherlands,
Papua New Guinea,
Scotland and the United
Arab Emirates in the two-
year competition, which is
scheduled to start in mid-
2015.

The new structure also
includes a promotion and
relegation system for
Associate and Affiliate
Members,with a challenge
series to take place
between the lowest-ranked
Associate Member on the
Rankings table and the
winner of the ICC World
Cricket League
Championship.The winner
of the play-off will be
included on the Rankings
table for the next cycle,and
the loser will compete in
the ICC World Cricket
League Championship.

Ireland and Afghanistan
will continue to play in the
four-day, first-class ICC
Intercontinental Cup 2015-

17, along with Hong Kong,
Namibia, Netherlands,
Papua New Guinea,
Scotland and the United
Arab Emirates.

ICC Chief Executive
David Richardson said:
“Both Afghanistan and
Ireland have excelled on
and off the field in recent
years,and this decision is a
critical step forward to the
ICC’s aim of having more
competitive teams in
international cricket.”

“The decision also
provides even greater
context to One-Day
International cricket, and
provides a fully
meritocratic pathway into
ICC’s Cricket World Cup
and Champions Trophy
events.It also compliments
the recent decision by the
ICC Board to introduce
opportunities for Associate
and Affiliate Members to
play Test cricket through
the ICC Intercontinental
Cup and ICC Test
Challenge.”

“With a system of

promotion and relegation
in place, I look forward to
seeing the leading
Associate and Affiliate
teams become even more
competitive as they battle
for the opportunity to
compete at the very
highest level of one-day
cricket.”

Cricket Ireland CEO
Warren Deutrom said:“We
are absolutely delighted
with the opportunity to
qualify directly to the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2019.
Ireland has worked very
hard over recent years to
prove itself as the leading
Associate side and has
beaten a number of Full
Members over the years.”

“We are confident that
we can now accelerate our
progress as part of this
qualification structure
with the Full Members,
while this is also an
excellent boost as we put
our finishing touches on
our preparations for the
ICC Cricket World Cup
2015.”

Tuach gets set to
surf in Australia

Afghanistan and Ireland to
qualify for World Cup 2019 

Emperors and Scorpions at top of table

In this Kevin Culpepper photo, rugby action 
continued to be intense.
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NOT even a solid half-century from
Marlon Samuels could prevent the West
Indies from humiliation in their final
match of their series against the South
African team yesterday.

Gone were the celebrations of Sunday
when the visitors secured a thrilling one
wicket win over the home team, which
was their first win on the tour, after the
second T20 where they scored over 230
runs to win. This time, it was back to
regularly scheduled activities, as poor
undisciplined bowling and inept batting
condemned the regional side to be left
scratching their heads and wondering
when their fortunes will turn.

This team, yet again, the West Indies
became the ones on which records were

made. Even with the absence of
tormentor and South African One Day
International captain A.B.DeVilliers, the
South Africans launched a blistering
attack on the hapless West Indian
bowlers. In the end, hundreds from
Hashim Amla and Rilee Rossouw
effectively ended any thoughts of the
regional side being able to salvage
another win before the upcoming World
Cup.Amla made 133 and Rossouw made
132 with a record 247 run partnership
which propelled the home team to 361/5
in just 42 overs, after rain led to a
reduction in overs.

Chris Gayle made a duck, and the rest
just hung around as the end was always
near.

Samuels hits half-
century but WI lose

FOLLOWING the success of the
Mount Gay Round Barbados Race
Series that concluded last week, the
dates of next year’s event have been
confirmed for January 16-24 2016.

With overseas competitors from 11
nations representing a large part of the
47-strong fleet overall at the 2015 event,
including entries from the UK, New
Zealand, USA, Lithuania, Slovakia,
France, Poland, Germany,Argentina and
many neighbouring islands, plans are
already in place to boost the entry further
particularly as next year marks the
events 80th anniversary.

Organised by Barbados Cruising Club
in association with Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc and Mount Gay, this event
launches the Caribbean race season. For
this reason it is a popular choice for teams
wishing to use it as a warm-up for the
Caribbean racing circuit.

The event, which offers a mix of serious
and fun racing along the beautiful coasts
of Barbados, is also gaining lots of
interest from owners/skippers of fast
racing yachts keen to throw down the
gauntlet for one of the many record-
breaking challenges on offer, including
the 60-nautical mile, outright Mount Gay
Rum Round Barbados Race record
traditionally held on 21 January. The
record currently stands at 4 hours 42
minutes 28 seconds, set by Andy Budgen
and team on the British VO70 Monster
Project in 2014.

There are also 13 other records up for
grabs, including multihulls, windsurfers,
and J/24s, all of which offer the skipper’s
weight in Mount Gay Rum as a prize, if
broken.

In addition to the headline event – the
Mount Gay Rum Round Barbados Race

– there are three days of intense coastal
racing,plus a hugely popular rum-fuelled
party scene every night at either
Barbados Cruising Club (host club) or
Barbados Yacht Club a few strides along
the beach.The final prizegiving/dinner is
one of the only social events not on site,
but its location at the exotic Beach House
is well worth a 25 minutes journey up the
scenic west coast.

For those keen to embrace the spirit of
the island, the lay day activities include
a free coach trip to Bridgetown for a
tour/tasting session at the Mount Gay
Distillery, plus specially laid-on
exhibition polo match at the famous
Holders Polo Field, at Holetown, St

James.
Another incentive for those sailing

north is the concluding 300-mile feeder
race to Antigua organised specifically to
link up with the Superyacht Challenge.

Howard Palmer – Chairman of the
Race Committee – commented on the
regatta:“From superyacht to windsurfer,
from parties to polo, the 2015 event was
great and seemed to resonate with all
our competitors, who I know will return.
Our aim is to make this race series very

special and to expose all competitors,
their friends and families to a unique
experience.”

“Next year will bring perfect conditions
for racing, plus the opportunity to visit
some of the island’s biggest attractions
including the Barbados Concorde
Experience,which offers visitors a chance
of a tour around the BA Alpha Echo
aircraft.What other regatta in the world
could boast great sailing, polo ponies and
supersonic travel?”

Preparations
underway
for 80th
anniversary
‘Race’ event

South Africa
Q de Kock+ c Carter b Holder 4
H Amla* b Russell 133
F du Plessis c Cottrell b Russell 16
R Rossouw c Carter b Russell 132
D Miller c Ramdin b Holder 23
JP Duminy not out 18
F Behardien not out 5
Total: 361/5 (42/42 Overs)
Extras: (lb 7, w 20, nb 3) 30
Did not Bat: W Parnell, A Phangiso, K
Abbott, M de Lange.
Fall of Wickets: 1-6 (de Kock, 1.3 ov), 2-59
(du Plessis, 9.6 ov), 3-306 (Rossouw, 38.4
ov), 4-330 (Amla, 40.2 ov), 5-345 (Miller,
41.2 ov).
West Indies Bowling: S Cottrell 7-0-68-0, J
Holder 9-0-77-2, C Brathwaite 9-0-46-0, A
Russell 8-0-85-3, D Sammy 7-0-59-0, N
Deonarine 2-0-19-0.

West Indies (Target; 362 (42 Overs)
C Gayle c de Kock b Abbott 0
N Deonarine run out (Amla/Phangiso) 43
D Smith LBW Phangiso 31
M Samuels b Abbott 50
D Ramdin+ c Amla b Parnell 40
A Russell c de Kock b Parnell 24
J Carter c Abbott b Parnell 0

D Sammy b Behardien 27
J Holder* c Rossouw b Parnell 0
C Brathwaite c de Kock b de Lange 1
S Cottrell not out 2
Total: 230 All Out (37.4/42 Overs)
Extras: (lb 2, w 10) 12
Fall of Wickets: 1-0 (Gayle, 0.1 ov), 2-77
(Smith, 12.3 ov), 3-81 (Deonarine, 14.2 ov),
4-172 (Samuels, 27.3 ov), 5-176 (Ramdin,
28.1 ov), 6-177 (Carter, 28.6 ov), 7-196
(Russell, 30.1 ov), 8-196 (Holder, 30.4 ov),
9-214 (Brathwaite, 33.4 ov), 10-230
(Sammy, 37.4 ov).
South Africa Bowling: K Abbott 7-0-59-2, M
de Lange 8-0-34-1, W Parnell 9-0-42-4, A
Phangiso 8-0-53-1, F Behardien 5.4-0-40-1.
Result: South Africa won by 131 runs
Series: South Africa 4-1 West Indies
Toss: West Indies won the toss and elected
to field
Player of the Match: Rilee Rossouw (South
Africa)
Player of the Series: Hashim Amla (South
Africa)
Umpires: Johan Cloete and Sundaram Ravi
(India)
TV Umpire: Steve Davis (Australia)
Match Referee: Chris Broad (England)
Reserve Umpire: Shaun George

SCOREBOARD

This Peter Marshall photograph showcases the Conviction crew and team during the race.
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Melbourne – A fired-up Serena
Williams shot down last year’s fi-
nalist Dominika Cibulkova yester-
day to set up an Australian Open
semi-final with teen Madison Keys,
as defending men’s champion Stan
Wawrinka crushed Japanese
hopes.

Unlike her earlier sluggish matches,
Serena was in the zone from the off
against the dangerous Slovak, a steely
look in her eyes as she walked onto Rod
Laver Arena soon after fellow American
Keys knocked out her sister Venus.

The powerful world number one
blasted 15 aces to pummel the 11th seed
6-2, 6-2 in just over an hour and make
her 26th Grand Slam semi-final. She
has gone on to win 18 major titles.

“I feel I played well, I felt I had to. I
feel like when you’re going up against 
a player like that who is confident on
the court ... I knew that I needed 
to really play well or go home,” said
Serena, who has been battling a 

cold.
Long-time rival Maria Sharapova

made the last four on Tuesday and will
face fellow Russian Ekaterina
Makarova.

The unseeded Keys, 19, is the tourna-
ment surprise package, fighting hard
to beat a resurgent Venus 6-3, 4-6, 6-4
and end any chance of the sisters meet-
ing in a Grand Slam semi for the first
time since Wimbledon 2000.

Keys did the job despite carrying a
left thigh injury, needing a medical
time-out in the second set for treatment.

“I think just being able to come back
from being down and from not being
able to move as well ... just being able to
kind of grind through that, still manage
to win some points, is what I’m most
happy about,” she said.

Wawrinka shattered the dream of
Japanese superstar Kei Nishikori, but
not before blowing five match points in
a tiebreaker as nerves got the better of
him.

The Swiss fourth seed finally won 6-
3, 6-4, 7-6 (8/6) to deprive the fifth seed
of a crack at another final, having made
the US Open decider last year.

He will now play world number one
Novak Djokovic, who is gunning for a
fifth Australian title, or big-serving
Canadian Milos Raonic, for a spot in
Sunday’s final.

Andy Murray and Tomas Berdych are
already through to a semi-final show-
down after beating Nick Kyrgios 
and Rafael Nadal respectively on
Tuesday.

“It’s going to be a tough one in the
semi, but I’m playing well so I am just
happy to be back again playing in the
semi-final,” said the Swiss.

Serena on fire as Wawrinka
crushes Japan’s hopes 
at Australian Open

Serena Williams of the US celebrates winning her women’s singles match
against Slovakia’s Dominika Cibulkova, on day ten of the Australian Open, in
Melbourne yesterday.

 



THE Ministry of Agriculture,
Food, Fisheries and Water
Resource Management will
be conducting a survey of
the herbs and spices
industry next month.

Enumerators bearing
Ministry identification will be
in the field collecting
information to assist the
Ministry in its efforts to

facilitate the development
of that industry on the
island.  

Producers of herbs and
spices who are interested in
participating in the Herbs
and Spices Survey are
invited to contact the
Planning Unit of the
Ministry of Agriculture at
434-5037 or 434-5038.

The Ministry is requesting
the public’s cooperation
during this period of data
collection. 

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

Milestone 
Realty

428-9376/259-9019
FOR RENT

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom house 
in Rendezvous Gardens 
$1400.00.

FOR SALE

Two properties, near kayaking 
Club, Inch Marlow/Long Beach, 
50 yds from ocean:

Two storey 5 Bedroom, 2 
bathroom house with pool 
$950,000

Three bedroom 2 bath timber 
property on 9,000 sq. ft. 
$550,000.

VEHICLES
2002 Mitsubishi Lancer

Loaded
Recently painted

Engine needs some repairs
Price negotiable.

Contact:235-2363 for details

AUCTION SALES

CARL HOLLIGAN 
GRADUATE OF THE OHIO 
SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON THURSDAY 29/01/2015 
THE FOLLOWING WORKING &  
DAMAGED VEHICLES:- 

ONE 2009 NISSAN TIIDA at
Courtsey Garage at 1:00pm

ONE 2012 MAZDA 3 at McE-
nearney Garage at 1:15pm

ONE 2006 NISSAN XTRAIL
ONE 2005 NISSAN ALMERA, 
ONE 2002 NZE TOYOTA CO-
ROLLA at ICBL Crash Lot at 
1:35pm

ONE 2010 KIA PICANTO, ONE 
1999 NISSAN SUNNY
ONE 2004 TOYOTA TOWN 
ACE, ONE 2002 MITSUBISHI 
AIRTREX, ONE 1999 BMW 318I 
at Gabriel Downes at 2:00pm

ONE 2008 CHEVROLET OP-
TRA at Simpson Motors at 
2:40pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 233-1818/ 247-2906

SERVICES 

Your Booking Agent for 
Live Musicians

Caribbean Musician

Tel:230- 9500

JOB SEEKERS

Auxiliary nurse 12 years 
experience seeks job as nurse 
or companion with the elderly.
Nights only. Call or whatsapp

Tel:828-7419

NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on
.Renovating 

.Building 

.Repainting

.Large Residential 

.Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

Thursday January 29, 2015 • 27The Barbados Advocate

Data on herbs to be collected

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=76215&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 22-Jan-15 - - - $1.82 $1.82 - $1.85 - 7,228 -

Banks Holdings Limited -* 27-Jan-15 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.88 2,010 7,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 26-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.49 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 27-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $3.00 $3.65 1,029 566

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 16,566

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.17 $0.22 16,333 20,000
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.50 $0.55 16,333 20,000
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited -* 23-Jan-15 - - - $6.34 $6.34 - $6.40 - 216,422 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 28-Jan-15 2,129 $2.41 $2.40 $2.41 $2.41 $0.00 $2.40 $2.41 500 6,640

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 4,245

Massy Holdings Limited 28-Jan-15 836 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00 $19.00 - 100 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.85 $7.00 500 500

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 3,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 27-Jan-15 - - - $1.75 $1.75 - $1.76 $1.80 2,778 63,975

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 2,965 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 15,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14                         $106.50                 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 25,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 28, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4808 -0.0002
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4953 0.0013
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2645 -0.0023
22-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.288 0.0020
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8106   4.8106 4.8106   0.0008
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8425 -0.0079
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0032 -0.0043
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w   2.28 0.02
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.03
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 2,129 $2.41 $2.40 $2.41 $0.00
MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 836 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00

Put Through Market
Security Volume Market Price
FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK 14,166 $1.90

Fixed Income Market
Security Volume
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT DEBENTURE 6.625% 2018 15,000

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 28, 2015

Two securities traded firm as 2,965 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $21,849.89. Insurance Corporation of
Barbados Limited was the volume leader trading 2,129 shares at a high $2.41 and a low of $2.40 before closing firm at $2.41. They
were followed by Massy Holdings Limited which traded 836 shares at $20.00.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 28th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 28, 2015 January 27, 2015
Local  2,132.22 2,132.22 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 610.30 610.30 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 28, 2015 January 27, 2015

Local  5,352.35 5,352.35 -   
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -     
Composite 8,214.06 8,214.06 - 

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.
Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.
Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.
Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company will be held on February 6th, 2015.
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have fixed
February 13th, 2015 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on March 13th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=76215&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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OAKLAND, Calif. – One
after another, teams
trotted into rowdy
Oracle Arena the past
two months confident
they could cool off the
NBA’s hottest team on
their home floor.

It took 113 points, 53
minutes and one big shot
from a former MVP to
finally make it happen.

Derrick Rose hit a step-
back jumper with 7 seconds
remaining in overtime,and
the Chicago Bulls ended
Golden State’s franchise-
record 19-game home
winning streak with a
thrilling 113-111 victory
over the Warriors on
Tuesday night.

“Anybody can get
momentum or anybody can
get the feeling they can beat
anybody when you beat a

team like this,” Rose said.
Rose, looking as healthy

as ever, dribbled to his left
and created space to get off
the 20-footer over Klay
Thompson, skipping
around the court after the
Warriors called timeout.
Rose finished with 30
points, and his final basket
overshadowed a night
when he committed a
career-high 11 turnovers
and made just 13 of 33
shots.

Thompson misfired a
wide-open runner off the
glass as time expired.

“We feel comfortable with
Derrick taking
responsibility in those
moments,” Bulls big man
Pau Gasol said. “He
definitely doesn’t hide and
he’s very aggressive.”

The Warriors forced

overtime on Draymond
Green’s tying tip-in with 1.4
seconds left and looked
ready to recreate their
unbeatable spark in front
of a sellout crowd of 19,596.
But they couldn’t do enough

to slow down a rejuvenated
Rose, and Chicago’s
frontcourt overwhelmed
the Warriors inside with
center Andrew Bogut a last-
minute scratch with flu-like
symptoms.

AUBURN HILLS, Mich.
– LeBron James came
leaping in to try to stop
Jodie Meeks as the
Detroit guard drove to the
basket during the final
seconds of the third
quarter.

After colliding with
Meeks, James put his
hands out to break his fall
before sliding across the
floor on his stomach.

“I was scared, because I
broke my wrist on a fall
like that in high school,”
James said. “I was either
going to land on my face
or break the fall with my
hands, but when I hit,
both my arms went
numb. I’m OK now – it
was just something like a
stinger – but I wasn’t sure
at first.”

James barely missed
any game time after that

anxious moment, and he
finished with 32 points to
help the Cleveland
Cavaliers to their seventh
straight victory Tuesday
night, 103-95 over the
Pistons. Kyrie Irving
matched his season high
with 38 points.

The Cavs never trailed
in the second half, but
when James hit the deck
and didn’t immediately
get up, that was plenty to
be concerned about.

“That is obviously a
time of worry, which is the
understatement of the
year,” Cleveland coach
David Blatt said. “In a
situation like that, you
are just hoping he is OK.”

James quickly came
back in the game, and his
two-handed breakaway
dunk early in the fourth
put Cleveland up 80-68.

Rose’s shot lifts Bulls over
Warriors 113-111 in overtime

Irving, James lead
Cavs to 7th straight

Derrick Rose of the Chicago Bulls slips during their
NBA game against the Golden State Warriors.

      



PHOENIX – Almost as
dominant as New
England’s performance
in the AFC
championship game
was the showing for
Pro Picks in both
conference title
matches.

A sweep.
Now comes the toughest

choice of all, and even the
odds makers are
uncertain on this one.The
Seahawks (No. 1, AP
Pro32) have gone from a
three-point favourite to,
well, no favourite at all.
The Patriots are a slight
favourite, and that seems

logical for the top two
seeds.

The Patriots (No. 2, AP
Pro32) seek their fourth
championship in the Tom
Brady-Bill Belichick era.
Seattle is after a second
straight crown, the first
team to manage that in a
decade. Guess who did it
most recently?

Yep, New England.
Of course, the Patriots

(14-4) also lost their past
two trips to the big game,
both to the Giants.

“We’ve had some pretty
tough losses in past Super
Bowls, but none of those
matters at this point,”

quarterback Tom Brady
said. “We’ve got to go out
there and we’ve got a big
challenge. We’ve got a
team that is the defending
Super Bowl champs.
Those guys worked hard.
They’ve earned their spot
here. They’ve won two
great playoff games, and
we have, too, so that’s
what makes for a great
fight.”

Styles make for great
fights, too, and this is a
classic matchup: potent
offense for the Patriots,
stingy defense for Seattle
(14-4).

In many of those, the

defensive team winds up
the winner, as happened
last year when the
Seahawks manhandled
Peyton Manning and the
Broncos.They’ll need to be
just as efficient this time
against Brady.

“To be honest with you,
we don’t think about that,”
defensive end Cliff Avril
said. “We look at it as just
another opponent in front
of us. But... those are two
Hall of Fame
quarterbacks, so obviously
it does have a little bit of
weight behind it.”

In 2014, Seattle got off
to such a quick start – a

safety on the first
offensive snap for Denver
– that the Super Bowl
never really was close.
With New England’s
ability to rally, including
from a pair of 14-point
deficits against Baltimore
in the divisional round,
the Seahawks recognise
they can never relax.

Nor can the Patriots,
knowing very well that
Seattle’s recent
achievements make it as
formidable as any
opponent could be.

“I don’t care about them
being the top defense, that
doesn’t bother me,”
running back LeGarrette
Blount said. “They were
good enough to get here,
just like we were good

enough to get here.
They’re not immortal.
They can be beaten.”

Given recent
developments, it seems
much of America is
rooting for New England
to be beaten on Sunday,
citing the deflated
footballs investigation and
a past history of stretching
the rules (Spygate). If that
is so, sorry America.

PATRIOTS, 27-24, overtime
2014 RECORD: Against
spread: This week (2-0);
Season (132-122-5).
Straight up: This week (2-0);
Season (176-88-1)
Best Bet: 8-12 against
spread, 12-8 straight up.
Upset special: 9-9 against
spread, 7-11 straight up.
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CHANDLER, Ariz. – Tom
Brady is dealing with a
cold four days before the
Super Bowl but says he’ll
be OK.

The New England
Patriots quarterback
sounded under the
weather during his
session with the media
yesterday. He rubbed the
back of his right hand
under his nose at one
point.

He says he’s been
fighting a cold but “I’ll be
good.”

Seattle Seahawks
cornerback Richard
Sherman laughed when
told the news and said,
“his arm doesn’t have a
cold.”

Brady sounded
healthier on Tuesday
when he was one of the
most popular interview
subjects during Super
Bowl Media Day.

The defending
champion Seahawks meet
the three-time champion
Patriots on Sunday in
Glendale.

History ahead: first Super Bowl OT upcoming

Brady fighting
cold, not
worried about
health for SB

Tom Brady won two Super Bowls in his first three years as a start. Russell Wilson can match the feat by 
taking down Brady’s Patriots in Super Bowl XLIX.

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady listens
to a question during a news conference Wednesday,
Jan. 28, 2015, in Chandler, Ariz.

       



Printed and published by Advocate Publishers (2000) Inc. Fontabelle, St. Michael. Telephone 467-2000, Fax 434-2020/434-1000

Thursday January 29, 2015

AWARE of the need for po-
lice officers to have a com-
fortable environment in
which to work, Government
expects to embark on its $76
million capital programme
for construction of new po-
lice stations and civic cen-
tres at strategic locations
across the island this year.

This is according to Acting
Attorney General and Minister
of Home Affairs, Michael
Lashley, as he addressed the
Acting Commissioner of Police
Tyrone Griffith, Acting Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Oral
Williams, and scores of police of-
ficers gathered at Solidarity
House yesterday for the Royal
Barbados Police Force’s Annual
Conference.

“It is anticipated that work
will begin within the first half of
2015 with the construction of the
Hastings/Worthing Police
Station, and later in the year

work will commence on
the Cane Garden Police
Station. In addition, we
will be refurbishing
the Black Rock Police
Station to house the
Truth Verification
Unit and the Family
Conflict Unit,” the acting AG
stated.

Lashley also noted that design
drawings are being done for a
new headquarters building at
the Pine, St. Michael.

In his address, Acting
Commissioner of Police Tyrone
Griffith drew attention to the
matter of inadequate accommo-
dation for some police officers.

“Even though we have made
some progress over the years
with improved accommodation,
we still continue to be heavily
challenged. We are hoping that
proposed plans for improved ac-
commodation gets off the ground
very soon,” Griffith stated.

“Personnel housed at District
“A” have had to endure condi-
tions that could almost be de-
scribed as squalor, yet they have

continued to give of their best.
We have to thank them for stay-
ing the course. It is hoped that
the proposal to retrofit the

Registration Building to accom-
modate them will come on
stream very soon,” he added.
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NEW 
POLICE
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COMING

Acting Attorney General and Minister of Home Affairs Michael Lashley (left) and Acting
Commissioner of Police Tyrone Griffith in discussion yesterday following the start of the Royal
Barbados Police Force’s Annual Conference at Solidarity House.
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