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GOVERNMENT has taken
steps to remove the manda-
tory death penalty as the
punishment for those con-
victed for murder.

Attorney General and
Minister of Home Affairs,Adriel
Brathwaite,piloting the Offences
Against the Person
(Amendment) Bill in the Lower

House yesterday morning, ex-
plained that Barbados is only
one of two countries in the
English-speaking Caribbean
who still have the mandatory
death penalty on the statute
book. Therefore, jurispruden-
tially, the country is on the wrong
side of the law.

“Without a doubt Sir, I think

that the tide against the manda-
tory nature of the death penalty
has been swinging against coun-
tries that have maintained the
mandatory nature of the death
penalty for more than 50 years…
And commentators argue, and
have been arguing and they still
argue, that the right to life is the
most sacred of human rights and

taking someone’s life should be
used very sparingly and in par-
ticular taking someone’s life by
the State,” he said.

The Attorney General ex-
plained that between 1924 and
the present, 60 individuals – 
including one woman – have
been hanged in Barbados, with
the last such hangings taking

place in 1984, when three indi-
viduals received that punished
at one go. Brathwaite went on to
say that while there is a school of 
thought that if you hang 
people there will automatically
be a reduction in the murder
rate, he said he is yet to see any 
evidence to support this.
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STRONG leaders have helped
the region through challenging
times over the years.

It is against this backdrop
that a comprehensive pro-
gramme has been developed to
build a cadre of public servants
who display leadership quali-
ties, to enable the Caribbean to
not only respond to the chal-
lenges being faced, but to be 
in a position to maximise bene-
fits and opportunities that come
with those challenges.

This is according to Canadian
High Commissioner, His
Excellency Richard Hanley, dur-
ing a recent reception at his 
official residence, where he 
welcomed Cohort 4 – made up 
of representatives from 11 
countries across the region and 
one regional institution to par-
ticipate in the Caribbean
Leadership Programme.

Funded by the Canadian
Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, the 
programme has brought to-
gether 24 senior public servants
to prepare them to effectively
contribute to regional equality,
gender equality and economic
growth. The implementing
agency is the Canada School of
Public Service, in association
with the Cave Hill School of
Business.
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Focus on
building
strong
leaders

Canadian High Commissioner, His Excellency Richard Hanley (right), with President of the Senate Senator Kerryann Ifill (centre)
and Senior Development Officer Kirk Humphrey during the reception.

Lashley: Get
tougher on crime
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IN spite of the fact that this
country has one of the lowest
murder rates in the Caribbean
per 100 000, Attorney General
Adriel Brathwaite has voiced
some concern about the chang-
ing nature of local homicides.

The Attorney General and
Minister of Home Affairs, speak-
ing on the Offences Against the
Person (Amendment) Bill, told
the House of Assembly yester-
day morning that on average
there have been 28 murders
recorded in this country annu-
ally, and there has been a grad-
ual increase in the number of
murders over the years.

“What we have also noticed
over that period is that the na-
ture of the murders has changed
in particular.As we all know,and
are seeing, that the use of guns
has taken precedence. In the old
days blunt objects were used,
sometimes a knife,but now what
we are seeing is that in most, in
a significant number of homi-
cides in the last couple of years,
that in fact we are seeing the
use of guns and that does con-
cern us tremendously” he said.

He further noted that the ma-
jority of perpetrators and vic-
tims of homicides are male, ac-
counting together for 70 percent
of the homicides. What is even
more troubling, he added, is that
a significant number of persons

in both cases are relatively
young, primarily between the
ages of 20 and 39.

“If I took that up to 40, then it
becomes even more troubling be-
cause what the statistics are
showing is that we are losing a
lot of young people to homicides.
And we know that these are
crimes that in fact could be
avoided and ours is a responsi-
bility to take whatever action

that is required to reduce the
number of homicides yearly,” the
AG added.

His comments came as he ex-
plained that the murders are not
random,as in most cases the vic-
tims and perpetrators are ac-
quainted with each other.
Moreover, he said that the street
culture and drug trade also have
a part to play in these crimes,
where the latter has resulted in
an increase in violence and the
use of firearms. With respect to
the street culture, he said that
while in the past persons were
taught to walk away from con-
frontation; there is now a ten-
dency to resort to violence.

With that in mind, he said his
office has been working assidu-
ously to determine what actions
can be taken to reduce the homi-
cide figures, and one such option
he indicated, is conflict resolu-
tion and mediation. He said that
in this respect the focus is on the
youth in particular, to enlighten
them that the correct response
to an aggressive act, is not to be
more aggressive.

“We have started and there
are various programmes…
across different ministries that
are looking at intervening and
bringing the whole issue of con-
flict resolution more to the fore-
front of our young people,” he
said. (JRT)
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THERE is no excuse for mis-
conduct, criminal behaviour
and recidivism, not even
poverty and the economic
times.

Asserting that this country
will continue to take a zero tol-
erance position against these is-
sues, was the Member of
Parliament for St. Peter, the Rt.
Hon. Owen Arthur in
Parliament yesterday as he
made his contribution during
the debate of the Offences
Against the Person
(Amendment) Bill, 2014.

He urged that the word must
go out more from those given
the opportunity to serve, “We
will seek to continue to do as

much as we can to make this
country a land of opportunity,
but we want Barbados to con-
tinue to enjoy the reputation of
its good name, and that we will
exercise zero tolerance and I feel
that I can speak for everybody
who has served in this House
before and even now, that there
must be zero tolerance for those
who feel that recidivist behav-
iour can be justified on any
grounds in this country,and that
Barbados must lay claim to
being a good society because we
will not accept indifference, and
criminal behaviour from those
who see merit in that course of
action.”

Further emphasising his

stern word of caution,he warned
all those who are using or seek-
ing to use the financial impact of
the recession and their lack of fi-
nances as a crutch or reason for
engaging in unlawful behaviour,
that it will not be tolerated.

He asserted, “Those who feel
that they can use economic dif-
ficulties to become involved in
miscreant behaviour, should feel
that they can enjoy no comfort
from any of us who feel that
poverty isn’t an excuse for mis-
behaviour.”

The Former Prime Minister
said that many in this country
have been afforded the chance to
rise from poor beginnings, reaf-
firming that poverty is no justi-

fication for breaking the law.
Therefore, persons who are of
this view, according to him, will
not be pardoned.

He said, “This country has
progressed on the strings of its
human resources and capital,
and Barbados has also pro-
gressed on the strings of its good
name, its stability; and the mes-
sage must go forward from all of
us in this Parliament that this is
a society that has given, I feel a
true meaning to the concept of
civilised development, that
there are many of us who are if
only because we live in a coun-
try that has given opportunity to
even the poorest of the poor and
have felt that children of poor

people can rise to the highest of-
fices in the land.

Barbados has not despite its
difficulties ceased to be a coun-
try of opportunity, and our peo-
ple must understand therefore,
that the stability on which those
opportunities have been rested
are important, and that those
who feel that they should pil-
lage Barbados or in otherwise
disrupt the stability on which
our society has been rested, they
should feel that they can enjoy
no comfort from any right think-
ing Barbadian, in respect of any-
thing that has to be done by the
Government and the lawmak-
ers of this country to maintain
the stability of this land.” (KG)

Arthur: ‘Zero tolerance’ for misconduct

AG talks about murders

Attorney General and
Minister of Home Affairs,
Adriel Brathwaite.

THIS country’s approach to
those who blatantly commit
crime, including murder, has to
be toughened.

So says attorney-at-law and
Minister of Culture, Sports and
Youth, Stephen Lashley. His
comments came as he con-
tributed to the debate on the
Offences Against the Person
(Amendment) Bill, which is in-
tended to abolish the mandatory
death penalty.

“I do not believe that this
amendment ought to interfere
with that stance, there must be
a tough approach underpinned
by relevant law,and if it needs to
Mr.Speaker, tidying up the crim-
inal justice system in Barbados
where once offences are commit-
ted, we know that justice will
swiftly be activated,” he said.

Lashley explained however,
that that could only happen if
keen attention is paid to the cur-
rent system. He made the point
as he referred to complaints
about undue delays in the pros-
ecution of criminal matters be-
fore the court, which he con-
tended must be addressed. The
attorney said that there is a need
for a new procedure which de-
termines how such matters are
taken through the law courts.

“I believe Mr. Speaker that al-
ready we have had observations
made by the Caribbean Court of

Justice in relation to how the sys-
tem of prosecution, the length of
time taken in taking matters
through the High Court, and
where it has to go to the Court of
Appeal, the length of time that
that takes in Barbados. And I
dare say Mr. Speaker that to my
mind that is the bigger issue,”
Lashley suggested.

He contended therefore that
there is a need to focus more at-
tention on reforming the crimi-
nal justice system and the proce-
dure being used in the prosecu-
tion of criminal matters.

“It is a view that is backed up
and supported by empirical evi-
dence and I think the people of
Barbados, the citizens of
Barbados, would want to know
that there is almost an immedi-
ate relook and review of the sys-
tem of criminal prosecutions in
Barbados. I understand that one
of the things we would have to
address is the whole question of
Assizes, that has traditionally
been one of the procedures you
utilised in Barbados,” he said.

Lashley stated that the pre-
liminary inquiry stage is also a
matter that Government should
look at and address, in an effort
to determine if it has not served
its purpose. He also explained
that some other countries have
done away with it, and adopted
other mechanisms. (JRT)

‘Get tough on crime’

      



THE Barbados
Investment and
Development
Corporation has a new
Chief Executive Officer.

Minister of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Hon. Donville Inniss, an-
nounced the appointment
of Mrs. Sonja .S. Trotman
as the first female execu-
tive to lead the organiza-
tion.

Mrs. Trotman, who pre-
viously served in several
capacities at the BIDC, in-

cluding Manager and
Director of Research and
Director of Export
Development and
Promotion, takes up the
mantle at a time when a
new thrust aimed at 
improving the operational
and financial efficiencies of
the Corporation is being 
introduced. She brings a
wealth of knowledge 
and experience to the post,
with specialist capabilities
in export promotion,
research, operational 
and strategic manage-
ment.

The CEO revealed that
in the coming months,
efforts will also be
intensified to assist with

the development of more
internationally competitive
businesses and to enable a
thriving and sustainable
export sector.

Mrs. Trotman noted too
that the Corporation will
be seeking to establish a
more customer-centric op-
erating model, which
should also see an 
enhancement in the 
methods of service delivery
and programmes designed
to benefit our clients.

“Our aim is to be more
customer and quality fo-
cused, whilst also becom-
ing more income, cost and

value-added conscious. As
part of that effort, we will
also seek to build on our
strategic relationships
with counterpart agencies
and key stakeholders to en-
sure high quality outcomes
and relevant social and
economic impacts”, she
said.

DEATH PENALTY from
Page 1

“We only need to look at
our neighbour Trinidad as
an example. A couple of
years ago Trinidad, I
think half dozen individu-
als were hanged one
morning and the
Government of the day
was sending the signal
that we are serious about
crime… and in fact I have
not seen any reduction in
crime in Trinidad, we’ve
not seen any reduction in
murders in Trinidad, on
the contrary we’ve seen an
increase,” he noted.

Brathwaite explained
that the amendment to
the Act is in keeping with
the decision of the Inter-

American Court of
Human Rights to do away
with the mandatory death
penalty. As such, he said
that once the amendment,
which has been in the
works for the last four
years is adopted; it will
put Barbados in a better
position to say to the
Court that it will comply
with its judgement.At the
same time, he took the op-
portunity to explain that
while Barbados’ intention
is to move away from the
mandatory death penalty,
it is not doing away with
the death penalty alto-
gether and so there are
still certain circumstances
where a court will look to
see if the sentence of
death is merited. (JRT)
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POLICE are investigat-
ing an aggravated bur-
glary which occurred at
the Black Rock branch of
Scotia Bank about 
10.10 am yesterday.

A masked man, armed
with a firearm, entered
the bank and stole an
undisclosed sum of
money. No one was in-

jured. The culprit es-
caped and ran towards
Deacons Road.

The police appealing to
anyone who may have 
information that can 
assist with this investi-
gation to call Emergency
number 211 or Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIPS
(8477).

New BIDC CEO, Mrs.
Sonja .S. Trotman.

BIDC appoints new CEO

Amendment right path

Aggravated
burglary at Scotia
Bank in Black Rock



By Ashlee Cox

THE Courts Smart
Energy Solution
Promotion, which ran
from October 7th and
concluded in December
of last year, saw the
twenty five winners, re-
ceiving their prizes
from the Courts
SuperStore in
Bridgetown recently.

As noted by Arlene
Floro,Marketing Manager,
Unicomer, as she spoke to
the media, proceeding the
presentation, “Once you
purchased any energy effi-
cient appliance, it gave you
an entry form to enter into
the competition, it was to
the value of $30,000 in
prizes. Customers had a

chance to win an energy ef-
ficient appliance from
Courts, whether a choice
of a dishwasher, a fridge, a
washer, you had a chance
to win SunPower Solar
water heating from
SunPower, a 52 gallon
unit, they also won 20 free
solar water heating serv-
ices, there was also energy
audit from Solaris Global
as well as a 40 gallon water
heating system, we also
had 24 retrofit packages
from Caribbean LED
Lighting and owl energy
monitoring systems from
EnSmart Inc”.

According to Floro,
Courts had recognised
over the years that as a
Nation, we struggled with
our increasing electricity

bill, and so this initiative
was one that marked a
new journey for the com-
pany in providing value for
their loyal customers.

As noted by Floro, more
people are interested in
the energy saving appli-
ances, versus the tradi-
tional ones, because of the
savings.

“What people want to
see when it comes to en-
ergy efficient appliances, is
the savings and that is
what we usually give to
our customers, we show
them how the savings can
apply, how many savings
that they will achieve over
a certain period of time, so
people have been – espe-
cially when they are look-
ing to do their new homes,

when they are looking to
do a retrofit on their
homes, they look to the en-

ergy efficient appliances to
see what best can fit and as
we know, you have to have

the understanding of what
would fit into your home”,
she explained.
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High Commissioner
Hanley revealed that
throughout this module,
participants will be ex-
posed to practical and ex-
periential learning. He
also highlighted the many
challenges that Small
Island Developing States
face.

“In recent times these
challenges have grown in
size and complexity and it
is becoming increasingly
apparent that there is a

need to incorporate new
approaches and method-
ologies into the regional
development repertoire to
adequately respond to the
changing nature of these
challenges and to safe-
guard the region’s future.”

“It is that the Canada-
Caribbean Leadership
partnership may find its
truest expression. It is via
this mechanism that we
hope to create the support-
ive institutional frame-
work that is conducive to
promoting the effective

public service manage-
ment and leadership.”

Describing the pro-
gramme as truly
Caribbean driven, High
Commissioner Hanley ex-
plained that the CAN$ 20
million, seven year project
has received the full back-
ing and appreciation of re-
gional Prime Ministers
and Ministers. He said he
is hopeful that it will be
continued by regional gov-
ernments after Canada’s
official commitment comes
to an end in 2018.

The High Commissioner
stated that Canada has a
long and rich history of
partnering with the
Caribbean areas of trade,
education development,
culture to name a 
few. “This multifaceted 
relationship is made easy
by our shared values and
commitment to human 
development of our citi-
zens.”

He noted that in 2007,
Caribbean Institutional
Leadership Development
Programme was consid-

ered one of the new initia-
tives that could build new
and forward looking part-
nerships while promoting
regional integration
through mutually sup-
portive policies.

“The achievement of
these objectives require a
competent cadre of public
servants who display lead-
ership qualities to enable
the Caribbean to not only
respond to the challenges
being faced but to be in a
position to maximise ben-
efits and opportunities

that come with chal-
lenges.”

“The benefits inherent
in this approach to tack-
ling challenges cannot be
understated. And I trust
that Cohort 4 will bring
the same enthusiasm and
innovative spirit.”

He said he is particu-
larly pleased about the
featured “bright spots” in
the programme, who are
local persons who have ex-
hibited leadership skills in
their chosen sphere of
their community. (JH)

Here, Kerri Phillips (left), receives her prize from
the Caribbean LED Lighting’s Ambassador,
Stedson ‘Red Plastic Bag’ Wiltshire, as the other
winners await their prizes.

From left: Stacey Brathwaite, Product Manager, Large Appliances and SES products of Courts and
Henry Jordan, Managing Director of SunPower, with the winners of the promotion, along with Arlene
Floro (right, back row), Marketing Manager Unicomer.

Two winners receive their prizes from Kerry Ward, Acting Sales Manager of
Solaris Global Energy, with Arlene Floro, Marketing Manager Unicomer look-
ing on.

Challenges of SIDS and C’bean-Canada relationship highlighted 

Twenty-five winners
in Courts promotion
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systems and dedicated
to the delivery of the inte-
grated technologies
course”, as well as for “a
functional evening care
programme for children,
since the majority of the
College’s programmes are
now taught during the
evenings.”

These, she said, “would
also result in a significant
increase in the number of
students seeking profes-
sional development.

“This projected exten-
sion in enrolment would
subsequently necessitate
an expansion of the cam-
pus and the teaching

spaces to comfortably ac-
commodate students of
the multiple pro-
grammes.”

Pierre also made the call
for there to be a “modifica-
tion in the work load in the
Diploma in Education
(primary) programme,
which prescribes that
teachers who may teach a
particular class, almost
every subject they study,
they have to prepare a
very detailed lesson plan
for every period of the day.”

This appeal received
loud cheers from the grad-
uating class during the
ceremony held at the
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford
Centre. (MG)

By Ashlee Cox

A COMMUNITY effort
is needed for educa-
tional success.

This point was made by
the President of Barbados
Association of Retailers,
Vendors and Entrepre-
neurs (BARVEN),Alistair
Alexander, as he spoke at
the fourth Annual Berger
Royale National Primary
School awards, which was
held at the Queen's
College School recently.

“Individual effort is
good, but collective effort
is the best of all, for it is in
unity and the community
that we find the greatest
strength to accomplish, to
succeed, together we build
great pyramids, together
we construct great dams
and bridges and civilisa-
tions, and do accomplish
unbelievable feats,” he
stated.

As noted by Alexander,
a teacher, an educator,
was the communicator of
all empowering knowl-
edge, and it was vital for
us as a people to under-
stand the need for a com-
munity approach to edu-
cation.

He explained that when
it came to education, it did
not rest solely as the job of
the teacher, rather, all of
us had our part to play in
the educational system of
Barbados.

“It is only with that type
of approach can we max-
imise our fullest potential.
There must be a commu-
nity approach and a com-
munity interest in what
and how our children
learn, because the values
transmitted and the qual-
ity of our education, not
only determines the qual-
ity that is in our commu-
nities, but the values that
impact us all,” he stated.

Stating that we had to

try together to get it right,
he further explained that
that would only be
achieved when we put
aside debilitating egos
and self-defeating atti-
tudes and really work to-
gether towards the holis-
tic and comprehensive ed-
ucation of our children.

“Education administra-
tor, parents, guardians
must be more focused on
mission than position – it
has to be about who is in

our care, and who cares to
reach out, bridge differ-
ences, keep lines of com-
munication open, and we
will try together to build
and not tear down.

“To the nation builder,
our children, our nation,
the old African saying will
never be too old – that it
takes a village to raise a
child – and we would be
wise to understand that it
takes a village to educate
one too,” he noted.

Community effort in
education needed

Call for changes at
Erdiston Teachers’
Training College

Chairman of the Board of Management at the
Erdiston Teachers’ Training College, Dr. Leah Garner-
O’Neale, speaking at last Saturday’s graduation cer-
emony.

From the St.George Primary School, Malik Gooding receives the award for being
the Best Academic Performance Boy.

From the St. George Primary School, Lavita
Callender was the Best Academic Performance stu-
dent for the Girls.

Christopher Cox was the Most Creative Student
from the Sharon Primary School.
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THE saying “knowledge is power” usually refers
to education’s role in attaining success, but can
also be attributed to various aspects of one’s life,
in particular, one’s health. In fact, the single
most important factor in safeguarding one’s
health is knowledge. Whether it is knowing the
body well enough to detect unfamiliar, problem-
atic symptoms, knowing the risk factors for cer-
tain diseases, or simply knowing which lifestyle
behaviours to avoid, the first step is all about
being aware of certain facts.

For instance, the continuing spread of
HIV/AIDS in Barbados, the region, and through-
out the world has led to increased information
campaigns to change people’s attitudes and risky
sexual practices. These efforts are based on the
premise that providing individuals with key in-
formation will empower them to make the right
choices and assist in fighting the scourge of
AIDS.

In addition to HIV/AIDS, other diseases like
lupus, multiple sclerosis and cancer, or conditions
such as asthma and high blood pressure, are
widely known and information is readily avail-
able from associated organisations, for instance
the Hope Foundation, on how to cope with these
ailments. In recent years there has also been a
move to establish a more systematic way of
sourcing data on some diseases, and several 
registries have been set up to document their 
effect on the population.

The efforts being undertaken to provide
Barbadians with information on health concerns.
is commendable. Still, this is only the tip of the
iceberg. People need to go one step further and
make use of this invaluable knowledge. This
would make treating, detecting and even pre-
venting certain diseases much easier.

For instance, President of the Barbados Cancer
Society, Dorothy Cooke-Johnson recently ex-
pressed concern over the number of people 
who present with late stage cancer, where knowl-
edge of risks and subsequent early detection of
cancer could instead help to save lives. Also, a 
recent article in another section of the press 
reported increased cases of sexually transmitted
infections within the public, implying that
though education campaigns might be ongoing,
certain segments of the population are not 
acting on the knowledge being disseminated.

This is a sad sign. Knowledge should empower
people to make proactive choices and not be-
come victims. It is unfathomable that people can
be given the key to their continued survival and
instead throw away their chances at a healthy
future. We hope that this attitude changes; it
sends the wrong message to the younger gener-
ation and bodes ill for the future.

It is time for people to grab the opportunities
to increase one’s knowledge and empower 
oneself. There are countless distractions in 
life that may seem more important and 
pressing, but noting is more important that one’s
life...

However, do not despair; individuals living in
this modern age can take advantage of techno-
logical advances and access the wealth of infor-
mation on the Internet. Care must be taken,
however, not to forego the medical expertise of a
real physician for that of a self-diagnosis; for
while general knowledge on health is crucial,
experienced, practical application of this knowl-
edge is even more important in keeping persons
healthy.

Editorial

Knowledge 
is power

By Janelle Riley-Thornhill

IT was with great horror
that I read an article in the
international press this
week about a woman in
central China who was
prosecuted for selling her
newborn baby.

How could any parent,
especially a mother, sell
their child? That is not an
easy question to answer,
but these are the realities of
the world in which we live
today.

Though child trafficking
has long been a problem in
China, it is not the only
country battling such is-
sues. In the case of this
Chinese woman, she chose
to sell her newborn to a cou-
ple, but almost every day
somewhere around the
world there are heart-
wrenching stories in the
news about babies being
stolen from hospitals, or
snatched right from their
mothers’ arms while they
went about their daily rou-

tines. Sometimes these
children end up in good
homes,but the belief is that
more often than not, these
children are sold for the
purpose of child pornogra-
phy and prostitution.

You may very well be
wondering why this writer
has broached this subject,
because as far as we know,
child trafficking is not hap-
pening in Barbados. But
there are experts who
argue that nothing could be
further from the truth,and
though we may not be see-
ing reports in our local
news about these cases, it
does not mean that the ac-
tivity is not going on right
under our noses.

Just a few years ago the
local law enforcement ar-
rested and charged three
individuals for engaging in
human trafficking, and
while at that time children
were not among those
being traded, one could
argue that those engaging
in that activity just haven’t

been caught yet. Certainly
no one wants to believe that
such a thing is happening
in our backyard, so to
speak, but wishing it does
not exist and perhaps bury-
ing our heads in the sand
will not make it less likely
to happen.

Take into consideration
also that in 2014 Barbados
was placed at Tier 2 on the
US Department of State’s
Human Trafficking Report,
which identified our 
country as a source and
destination country for
men, women and children
subjected to sex trafficking
and forced labour. While
that report lauds some
steps being taken by the
Government to address the
issue and to put in place
the minimum standards to
eliminate trafficking,there
remains a call for Barbados
to accede to the United
Nations Trafficking in
Persons (TIP) Protocol,
which was drafted in 2000.

Certainly though, the

fact that such a protocol ex-
ists, together with the hor-
ror stories we hear from
around the world regard-
ing human trafficking,
should spur us to action to
do what is necessary to be
able to sign it as other coun-
tries have. I remain also of
the firm belief that a more
unified approach is needed
in the region and across the
world to be able to respond
effectively to the issue of
trafficking in persons.

Several years ago in this
forum, I suggested that
given our history of slavery
and the fact that human
trafficking is a victim-
centred crime, regional 
government should see it
as their individual and col-
lective duty to ensure that
not a single person enters
our borders who is a victim
of human trafficking.I still
believe this to be true,
and hope that in this new
year the collective effort
that is required is mani-
fested.

Windies cricket in a sad state

Not an issue to be ignored
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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By Dorian Bryan

SOMETIMES watching
West Indies cricket and the
antics which surround the
game and its administra-
tion can be enough to make
a saint swear.

Like many others in the
region, I am a fan of the
game. I remember watch-
ing some of the best re-
gional players in action –
cricketers who didn’t get
half of the benefits which
the current crop of players
enjoy, but who turned in
much more consistent 
performances.

At this stage of my life, I
have the dual responsibil-
ity of looking at reasons
why the game in the region
is struggling and steps
which can be taken to cor-
rect the identified prob-
lems. So being a 
fan of the game takes a
back seat, as I no longer
watch the West Indies with
wide-eyed optimism, but
now armed with a remote
control to switch stations
when the anticipated
mindless shot is played.

The recent debacle in
India – when the West
Indies tour ended even be-
fore the scheduled One-
Day International series
was completed – was a

major blow to the fortunes
of the regional game.
Forgive me,but I am not in
the mood to sugar-coat 
my words, so brace your-
selves.

India is the most power-
ful cricketing nation in the
game at present.The BCCI
remains the only Board
which defies the ICC and
does not accept the DRS
system to check on umpir-
ing decisions. Everyone
else does. It speaks to the
power which they wield,
and we have thumbed our
noses at them? And for
what?

The West Indies Cricket
Board (WICB) has taken a
lot of licks over the matter
and as the administrators
of the game in the region,
the buck must stop with
them. The choices which
the Board has made in the
selection of players and the
acceptance of players not
signing retainer contracts,
but being selected series by
series, then to accept a
stunt like what took place
in India speaks to what
could be termed as a loss of
control on the game – hint,
hint.

The players must also re-
alise that the time for ex-
cuses is over. The Board
provides airfare,per diems,

training facilities,access to
quality coaching,and when
travelling the players stay
in the best hotels in the
world.The players are paid
very well and we should
expect some results from
them. If we held the West
Indies players to the 
same standards as those in
the private sector, many
would have really short 
careers.

Playing the same shot
constantly or not showing
improvement in fielding
should raise red flags. It
can logically point to a lack
of growth within the crick-
eting organisation. Do
these players have per-
formance-based assess-
ments ? Shouldn’t that be
the basis of increased ben-
efits from the game?   

One must also ask if the
players on the abandoned
tour signed retainer con-
tracts,and contracts for the
tour itself? Should the
WICB be exposed to risk if,
as reported, the major dis-
pute was between the play-
ers and its representative,
WIPA? The liability which
the Board was exposed to
was not of its making,since
it negotiated with WIPA
who fought to be recog-
nised as the players’ repre-
sentative.

WIPA has to face up to
the scenario which it had a
hand in creating.A dispute
between players and its
representatives should not
have led to the events in
India. WIPA has to speak
to the situation involving
retainer contracts which
the players are required to
sign. To create a new dy-
namic in the game, a clear
partnership needs to be
created between the WICB
and WIPA.

Finally, congratulations
to new ODI captain, Jason
Holder.

Who really expected that
the former captain, after
the India fiasco, would be
charged with that respon-
sibility again on another
overseas tour? Seriously! 

We also need to look at
the role of Shivnarine
Chanderpaul. What is his
role going forward? Is he
producing or is he playing
for nostalgic reasons? It
seems as though, not sur-
prisingly, his responses to
bowlers are slowing down
and either he must recog-
nise that his time has past
or the selectors must do so
for him.This is not a benev-
olent organisation. Many
who have gone before him
were retired...and now it is
time for him to go.
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Lord Acton (1834 –1902) 
English Catholic historian, 

politician, and writer. 

Dante Alighieri
(c.1265–1321)

Italian poet of the 
Middle Ages

“For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high
places.”

– Ephesians 6:12

“The issue which has swept down
the centuries and which will have
to be fought sooner or later is the
people versus the banks.” 

“Consider your origins: you
were not made that you might
live as brutes, but so as to
follow virtue and knowledge”

FAITH

Feed your faith 
and your fears will starve

to death.
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LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

OUR condolences to Lady
Claudette and her family for the
loss of one of the pillars of
Barbados and of the DLP Party.

He has left a vacuum which
will take ages to replace.He was
a man of high integrity and hon-
esty. A wizard in financial 
affairs is no longer with us.

I have known Sir Harcourt
since I came to Barbados 55
years ago. He has been a good
brother – blood does not make
family, it is the spirit which
makes family. He has been my
teacher, guide and a true friend.
Any time I had problems and
challenges to face he would call
me, come to see me and give me
a shoulder to cry my heart out.
He would advise me and guide
me in the right direction.When
I faced the challenges and had
to take the media to court, he
was with me. He would call me
every morning to see if I was
physically and mentally well
and he always told me one
thing:“You are blessed and God
will take care of you; I am 
there for you anytime you need
me.”

I met him at the Methodist
Church for their anniversary at
Bay Street, and he told me he
was not feeling well and was
looking for Claudette, his com-
panion, wife and soul. It was ob-
vious that he loved her a lot. He
was deep and passionate and if
he loved you, he would not let
anybody touch you.

He was close to Philippa
Aimey, loved her as a daughter
and wanted her to succeed in
life.

When he was hospitalised, he
called me and told me goodbye.
I cried and told him, “Harcourt,
hold on, you promised to read
my eulogy”, but his words were,
“I am going to my Master. I love
this country, I love the people of
Barbados.Take care, I am there
for you, have faith, all will be
well.”

His advice was always wise.
He visited Casa Grande 
several times; stayed for two
nights all by himself and said he
was happy. He came there to 
relieve his stress.

Sir Harcourt was a man who
has helped to build prime min-
isters, a man who never wanted
anything for himself, only the
love of this country.

Sir, you have gone higher up
in the first class flight.God bless
you,your family and friends you
have left behind. They will al-
ways cherish the goodness and
support you have given them.

We come on this earth for a
short while and God directs for
how long we are here, so any
good we can do we should, as it
is our good deeds which help us
to go to heaven. Man goes to
heaven when he does good
deeds.

Sir Harcourt will always be
my hero because heroes are the
people who do what has to be
done when it needs to be done,
regardless of the consequences.

The happiest of people don’t
necessarily have the best of
everything, they just make the
most of everything they have.

God bless the Lewis family
and help them to come to grips
with the sorrow.We will be there
for them always.

In conclusion, I can say from
experience that Sir Harcourt
was a man with a lot of original-
ity, he never asked for favours
and he did what he thought 
was right. A man of the highest
integrity and a man who be-
lieved in discipline, honesty,
transparency, fair play;and love
for Barbados and the people of
Barbados was his goal.

“I walk alone as I came alone,
Empty handed I came but

have gone with wisdom and 
experience 

And the love my friends gave
me,

To my God and Master who
created me.”

“This Life has now passed
away, they are with the Lord
today,

Enjoying a better life anew,
their memory shall we carry
through,

Until we again rendezvous.”

MRS. RAM
MIRCHANDANI 

Tribute to Sir Harcourt  

I WOULD prefer to see a bright
and able Opposition leader like
Ms. Mia Mottley conserving
her energy and directing it 
towards pursuits other than
the formation of an Eminent
Persons Group.

To be listened to by whom? To
be told, arrogantly, that
Barbados is on the right track;
that our policies are bearing
fruit, and that there is light at

the end of the tunnel?
To hear: Thank you. It’s our

turn; you had yours. We are
quite capable of rescuing
Barbados and restoring 
hope?

Ms. Mottley must know that
she is indulging in a monstrous
delusion if she thinks that the
Government is going to “size
‘round” and make room for the
counsel of an Eminent Persons

Group.
Is there no other way to test

this starry-eyed idea than to
waste the time and energy
of “eminent” persons? In our
system, the winner takes all –
even if he or she is victorious by
two seats.

Don’t waste any more energy
on this matter, Ma’am.

CARL MOORE

A monstrous delusion

I WAS listening to an interview
with Ms. Mia Mottley one night
and at the end of it I concluded
quite definitely that here was
no shallow opportunist (like
many politicians?) but a pro-
found thinker, a strongly 
motivated idealist and someone
capable of thinking “outside of
the box”.

Nevertheless, in spite of my
high opinion of her, I have con-
cluded that in the instance of
this latest conflict of opinion in
the House of Assembly, that the
government has the better case.

The practice of law is not a

matter of politeness nor of doing
what people customarily deem
to be “proper”. I have always 
regarded the practice of law as
essentially an adversarial busi-
ness. No one should have to de-
pend upon the kindness or de-
cency of the opponent. Every
point must be established for-
mally by what all can accept to
be reasonable means (especially
by the judge or the magistrate).
It is not a matter of chance at
any point, there are no friends
in this.

There is a legal maxim “Ubi
jus remedium” – For every

wrong there is a remedy. If
therefore the opposition in the
Lower House of Parliament has
an adequate case against the
Speaker, let them go through
the requisite steps to bring him
to book. But do not demand that
he remove himself because he
doesn’t seem to be nice (as far as
they are concerned). Don’t get
rid of someone because of accu-
sations that have not been
proven to be valid.

The law says, “A man is 
innocent unless proven 
guilty.”

MIKE MOSELEY  

Innocent until proven guilty

POLITICS is perceived as the
reason why logic and law are at
loggerheads. In this context, pol-
itics alludes to the self-serving
interests of the politician class
in the first law of nature – self
preservation in favour of the in-
ternational community for its
largesse dispensed with strings
attached, and withheld as sanc-
tions tantamount to blackmail.
Such are the subtleties of “ter-
rorism”!

Barbados statute law pre-
scribes death by hanging as the
penalty for conviction of the
crime of murder.This conviction
is obtained by the verdict of a
jury of the convict’s peers. The
execution as the sentence is or-

dered by a judge and is subject
to appeal and ultimately a peti-
tion for clemency.

Statute law also provides a
distinction among murder,
manslaughter and justifiable
homicide in self defence as the
cause of the victim’s demise.

Against this background of
fact, common-sense as logic asks
“what is the mischief that the
Attorney General is advocating
by amendment of the law to
remedy”?

It appears to common-sense
that the real mischief to be
remedied is the failure of the
prosecution to distinguish
among the probable causes of
the victim’s demise as murder,

manslaughter, justifiable homi-
cide, or suicide as determined
by the coroner to form the basis
of a criminal charge, which is
currently made “ad hominem”
as murder, which is the cry at a
fire, or any commotion in a pub-
lic place in Barbados.

The law ain’t broke. Don’t fix
it before it is properly applied.

Let us discuss instead the sep-
aration of the Legislature,
Executive and Judiciary as a de-
sirable implementation of the
principle of the governance of a
representative parliamentary
democracy, that is essentially a
republic wearing monarchial
robes.

LEONARD ST.HILL

Logic, law and politics at odds
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STUDENTS attaining 75 per cent or
more in at least four subject areas over the
past term, have been recognised and re-
warded at the Parkinson Memorial
Secondary.

During a special Induction Ceremony
held at the school on Monday, thirty-four
inductees received certificates for their

achievements.Principal of the Parkinson
Memorial Secondary School, Jeffrey
Broomes, noted that such an initiative
was just one of several to help put struc-
tures in place to boost pass rates at the
school and to move it from an average of
44 per cent to 45 per cent to around 52 per
cent to 53 per cent.

“We inducted... members who earned
the right to the Rawle Parkinson Centre
of Excellence, which is the school’s vir-
tual Honour Roll. You have to get 75 per
cent or more in at least four subjects and
not fail more than one [subject],”Broomes
said of the Induction Ceremony.

During the ceremony, Akeila
Monerville, who held the post of Head
Girl at Parkinson for the year 2010-2011,
received a monetary donation to assist
her with a scholarship to complete a mas-
ters degree overseas. Broomes explained
that the first Head Girl of the school,

Monica Kefentse, put forward a sum of
money to assist a former or current Head
Girl desirous of going off to university
and Akeila was selected as the initial re-
cipient.Without revealing the sum given,
Broomes said that he will be doubling the
sum put up by the first Head Girl.

“As part of that, I have committed my-
self to doubling the price. I would person-
ally give the extra, because, as certain
people may know, I have already commit-
ted to give the school a few thousand dol-
lars every year and I have put some of
that into that,” he said. (RSM)

A MEMORANDUM of
Understanding (MOU) was signed
last Friday between the Barbados
Coalition of Services Industries
(BCSI) and the Student Centre, an
internationally certified student re-
cruitment agency.

The move to partner, says BCSI
Programme Officer Meshia Clarke, will
allow both parties to work closely to-
gether in repositioning Barbados to tap
into the international education industry,
valued in the billions of dollars.

During her remarks at a press briefing
held at the BCSI office in Harbour Road,
St. Michael, Clarke said that as part of
the “Education as Big Business” agenda,
which the BCSI had pushed to the fore-
front last year, it was looking to work

with several private institutions involved
in offering educational services.

“We are hoping that in collaborating
with the Student Centre we will be able
to [help push the brand] ‘Study Barbados’
so that Barbados is positioned highly in
this market.”

Clarke said it was also important to
see how education could be used to at-
tract investment into the country.

Skills Push
Making reference to a study commis-

sioned by the BCSI back in 2012, which
highlighted several globally trending in-
dustries in which Barbados could have a
comparative advantage, Clarke ex-
plained that the MOU with the Student
Centre would be critical in helping to

identify international programmes which
would allow for Barbadian students to be-
come trained in those fields of study.

Citing areas such as biomedicine,
health and wellness, private education,
renewable energy, as well as oil and gas,
she said, “We will be looking to partner
with international institutions – colleges,
universities or any other academic insti-
tution – which are able to... develop the
relevant skills sets [we need] in these
areas.

“We will be going after centres of excel-
lence which have a comparative advan-
tage and expertise in these areas … and
what the partnership with the Student
Centre helps to do is to activate that
process...” she added.

Meanwhile, Managing Director of the

Student Centre, Sheena Alleyne, said
that her company represented a select
group of institutions, one of them being
Toronto-based Centennial College which
already had a vested interest in the
Caribbean after having received on a
yearly basis, a large number of West
Indian students.

“For Barbados, particularly over the
last two years, we have seen an increase
in students attending that school, doing
majors such as Biotechnology... actually
studying and working...

“When they finish they will have the
relevant skills to enter the job market
because they would have both practical
and theoretical training,”Alleyne stated,
pointing to the need for a synergy be-
tween industry and education. (RS) 
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Academic success rewarded at Parkinson Memorial Secondary

BCSI, Student Centre partner to boost Edu-Business



THREE private sector
companies recently
came together to
boost the school
meals programmes of
two schools.

The Princess
Margaret Secondary
School and the St.
Bartholomew Primary
School were chosen as
the recipients of this
goodwill gesture from
staff of the Coverley
Medical Centre, the
Sandy Crest Medical
Centre and Housing
Concepts SRL.

Speaking at the pres-
entation of the food
hampers, which took
place at the Coverley
Medical Centre in Christ
Church, Marketing
Manager with Coverley,
Dionne Licorish, said
the effort was part of the
Centre’s continuing out-
reach programme in the
communities which it
serves.

“We have a number of
ongoing programmes,
and our staff thought
that it would be good to
do something for chil-
dren as well. Usually,
companies give a back-
to-school gift  in
September, but we de-
cided to close the gap
and give a back-to-school
gift after Christmas for
the beginning of the new
school term in January.
We were happy to come
together to donate a
number of healthy food
items to the St.
Bartholomew Primary
breakfast programme

and the Princess
Margaret lunch pro-
gramme,” said Licorish.

Principal of the St.
Bartholomew Primary,
Hyacinth Harris, said
the teachers had started
the breakfast initiative
with the hope that it
would be taken over by
some Good Samaritan.

“About 15 students
benefit from the break-
fast programme. Some
parents do not send chil-
dren to school on a regu-
lar basis because they do
not have anything to
give them; these are the
children with the most
needs and for whom the
breakfast is served. The
teachers monitor the
children, and we know
who these children are,”
Harris said.

Guidance Counsellor
at the Princess
Margaret Secondary
School, Corynne Haynes,
said their school meals
programme was started
five years ago as an ini-
tiative of the former
Deputy Principal, Mrs.
Sheila Mayers.

“It was observed that
at lunchtime some chil-
dren were not buying
anything to eat, and
they were just around
looking hungry because
their parents could not
afford to give them
lunch. Mrs. Mayers
wrote to the School
Meals Department, and
now we serve as many
as 60 lunches. Unlike
primary schools, there
are no servers, so we ask

for $1 per week or a day
or not at all, based on
what the child could af-
ford. This money is used
to purchase plastic con-

tainers, napkins, knives
and forks,” Haynes said.

Past students also as-
sist the Princess
Margaret school meals

programme. Haynes
said that the donation
from Coverley was unex-
pected but timely and
very much appreciated

by staff and students, es-
pecially when companies
are saying that they can-
not give because of eco-
nomic conditions.
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Schools get boost to school meals programmes

From left: Trizanna Williams, Clinical Manager at
Coverley, presenting a food hamper to Hyacinth
Harris Principal, St. Bartholomew, along with Dionne
Licorish, Marketing Manager at Coverley Medical
Centre.

 



INCREASED oil
prices continue to
bring mixed blessings
to Caribbean
economies.

Now an oil industry

expert is saying that
although he cannot
predict how energy

prices will  evolve,
Norman Christie,
regional resident of

bpTT, says Trinidad and
Tobago (T&T) should not
expect oil prices to rise

any time soon.
“I will not attempt to

predict a precise price
but I can predict what
our CEO has said which
I endorse and that is, it is
very likely that we will
be in a season of low oil
prices for a little while.
Exactly where that 
price will be I cannot say.
It is a dynamic
situation.

“For planning purposes
we should be thinking
about a longer downturn
rather than a short-term
downturn. In summary,
do not expect to be bailed
out by oil prices getting
back to previous levels
soon,” he said. Christie
was speaking at a
workshop hosted by the
American Chamber of
Commerce of T&T
(AmchamTT) at the
Radisson Hotel, Port-of-
Spain. He said oil and
gas are not the only
commodities that are
falling – methanol and
ammonia prices are also
moving downward.

“We should also be
watching these as they
too are experiencing
downturns in prices,” he
advised.

He, who called for the
country to be more
competitive, added: “We
should never let a good
downturn go to waste. If
we are really clear about
the circumstance we find
ourselves in then we
must focus on what we
should do to make the
best of it. We should not
lose focus or get
distracted because if we
do the world is very
competitive and they will
be taking steps to be
competitive. In a broad
sense what we should be
looking at is how
competitive can we get in
the circumstances.”

Christie urged the
private sector and
country not to panic
saying this is not the first
time in his career the
energy industry has
experienced a downturn
in prices.

“I started in 1986 and I
have seen four of these
and this probably
happens once a decade.
We should not panic and
take what could be a
crisis and make the best
out of it. So we must look
at productivity and
efficiency. We must make
the best of the
environment that we are
in,” he said.

BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 28th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.26135    2.30375              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02698    3.08373              
Canadian $ 1.60378 1.63732
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.25710      2.30375              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02130 3.08373              
Canadian $ 1.60074 1.63732              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.22447 2.31813
Pound Sterling £ 2.97761 3.10299              
Canadian $ 1.59168 1.63876              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01730
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31608
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Mixed reviews about falling oil prices
“I will not attempt to predict a precise price but I can predict what our CEO has said which I

endorse and that is, it is very likely that we will be in a season of low oil prices for a little while.”

        



NON-PERFORMING
loans within the 
banking sector in
Barbados increased 12.2
per cent last year. That’s
according to data
published by the Central
Bank of Barbados in its
recent report on the
economy.

The figure was 12.0 per
cent in 2013 and the
slight increase occurred
last year.The rate has

trended upwards in
recent times after
hovering around 11 per
cent for a while.

Just recently the
Managing Director and
CEO of Republic Bank
(Barbados) Limited, Ian
De Souza said that what
is being experienced with
respect to NPL is not
across the entire banking
system. Rather, they are
coming about as a result

of some large mainly
tourism and real estate
loans.

He said that the basic
criterion for non-
performing loans occur
when interest payments
for three months are
missed.

It is also revealed that
banks in Barbados are
tightening their lending
so as to avoid loans falling
into trouble.

Rise in non-performing
loans recorded here

ECONOMIC decline
across the Caribbean
could spell some
problems for the
Trinidad and Tobago
manufacturing and
financial sectors.

That country’s Finance
Minister Larry Howai
said so while addressing a
conference in Trinidad.

He commented that the
local manufacturing and
financial sectors depend
heavily on business with
the rest of the region for
their success.

To this end these
sectors will be negatively
affected in the event of
declines in the economic
performance of Caribbean
countries because of the
current economic malaise
in which the world finds
itself.

Economic growth
across the Caribbean has
not been as robust as pre
global economic crisis.

“Should the local
economy slow next year

as a result of the fall in
energy prices and lower
government revenues,
this could present
challenges for our
manufacturing sector and
our budget measures for
next year will have to pay
close attention to the
factors that would help
our manufacturers to
become more globally
competitive.”

He said that the
country’s 2014/2015
national Budget may
have to be revised for a
third time based on the
“evolving fiscal situation”
on account of the
continuing slide in world
oil prices.

He made the statement
while delivering one of
the opening addresses at
the TT Energy
Conference at the Hyatt
Regency, Port-of-Spain.
Howai spoke on the State
of the Trinidad and
Tobago Economy.

The Minister, according
to Newsday newspaper,
observed the Budget was
originally based on an oil
price of US$80 per barrel,
but because of the
declining price of oil on
the international market,
that price was revised
downwards to US$45. He

said with prices
continuing to fall, even
that revised price might
not be enough and TT
must be prepared to
revise the price even
further if prices continue
to fall. He told
participants at the
conference, “this morning,
oil was trading at US$44
per barrel.”

Notwithstanding this,
Howai said, “the Ministry
of Finance remains
confident the nation’s
financial buffers are
strong enough to address
immediate concerns of the
recent decline in oil
prices.”

The buffers he was
referring to are the
country’s favourable
macro-economic
situation.

He said the country’s
balance of payments
registered a surplus of
US$318.2 million during
the first six months of
calendar 2014, “a notable
improvement on US$195
million surplus recorded
during the similar 2013
period.”

He said the country’s
official foreign reserves
rose from US$8.9 billion
in 2009 to a “record
high”of US$11.6 billion as

at December 31, 2014,
representing over 13
months of import cover. In
addition, the Net Asset
Value of the Heritage and
Stabilisation Fund
totalled US$5.5 billion as
of September 30, 2014.”

“We are witnessing a
market increase in
drilling activity, a
significant increase in
foreign and domestic
direct investment,
discoveries of new
reserves of oil and natural
gas and the stabilisation
of oil production. We
expect that starting in
2017, we shall see
improved results arising
out of the audits of our oil
and gas reserves,” Howai
said.

On the subject of
inflation, the Minister
said this country had
managed to control
inflation within single
digits since August 2012,
but an expected increase
in the US policy interest
rate and a recent rise in
the general price level
“has prompted the
Central Bank of Trinidad
and Tobago to recently
announce its second
consecutive increase in
the repo rate, which now
stands at 3.25 per cent.
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LONDON: 07°C CLOUDY
BOSTON: -08°C OVERCAST/SNOW
MONTREAL: -10°C CLOUDY
TORONTO: -07°C CLOUDY
NEW YORK: -03°C CLOUDY
MIAMI: 21°C FAIR

High: 10:22 a.m.
& 11:45 p.m.

Low:  3:40 a.m.
& 5:34 p.m.

6:25 a.m. 5:58 p.m.

Mostly fair and breezy.

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month : 64.9 mm
For the Year: 64.9 mm

Max: 29.2 °C
Min:  24.1 °C

EXECUTIVE Director of
Caribbean Export,Pamela
Coke-Hamilton, has
argued that despite the
cultural and creative
industries being identified
as one of the key economy-
driving industries going
forward for the region,
enough statistics on the
performance or projected
performance of the sectors
therein have not been
present.

This, she said, has
curtained the Caribbean’s
ability to successfully
export products and
services falling within
these particular industries.

Coke-Hamilton was at
the time speaking during
an interview with
Jamaican business analyst
Ralston Hyman during a
recent broadcast of Real

Business, a radio
programme which is aired
on Power 106 (Jamaica).

On the issue of
industries such as sports,
music and film, she
remarked that they were:
“hampered continuously
by the absence of adequate
data”.

“That has been our
pitfall, we have not been
able to pull together
enough data to underscore
how we engage [with
investors]. You can’t
engage if you don’t have
the numbers,” she told
Hyman.

Coke-Hamilton was of
the view that the issue of
data collection and
empirical evidence needed
to be addressed upfront so
that policy could be
informed.

“We can’t just keep
speaking anecdotally,” she
noted.When it came to the
export of music, the
international trade advisor
also pointed to ongoing
challenges surrounding
immigration and visa
restrictions, particularly
within the European
Union.

Stating that Caribbean
Export had been able to
facilitate tours which
provided the opportunity
for several entertainers to
gain contracts, within the
scope of the CARIFORUM-
EU Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA), “but
[despite this trade
agreement in place] each
country wants to maintain
its own immigration
requirements ... that is the
weakness”. (RS)

More data needed

Manufacturers must become
more globally competitive

Trinidad’s Finance Minister, Larry Howai.

      



TRINIDAD – After
months of uncertainty, for-
mer prime minister and
political leader of the
People’s National
Movement (PNM),Patrick
Manning, on Monday told
his constituents he intends
to offer himself as the can-
didate for the San
Fernando East seat in this
year’s general elections.

He made the comment
to lusty applause during a
constituency meeting at
the Pleasantville
Community Centre on
Monday.

In announcing that he
was giving notice to all
party groups within the
constituency to nominate

him, Manning said his
health and his speech,
“although not the 
best,”had improved signif-
icantly.

“Accordingly, in light of
the improvement in my
health and my continued
dedication to the PNM and
the people of our beloved
constituency, I wish to 
advise that I will make 
myself available for 
nomination for the PNM
San Fernando East con-
stituency.”

He added:“There is only
one leader, he is Keith
Rowley.To be a good leader
you have to be a follower,”
said Manning, who has
held the seat for 43 years.

Manning initially failed
to meet the party’s
December 22 nomination
deadline because he was
due for a checkup with his
doctors. However, he got a
second chance when the
par screening committee
rejected the three candi-
dates who offered them-
selves at last Thursday’s
screening session.

ROSEAU, Dominica –
Dominica will become
the fourth Caribbean
Community (CARI-
COM) country to be-
come a full member of
the Trinidad-based
Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ) early
next month, Prime
Minister Roosevelt
Skerrit has said.

Dominica will join
Barbados, Guyana and
Belize in being members
of both the Original and
Appellate Jurisdictions of
the CCJ that was estab-
lished in 2001 to replace
the London-based Privy
Council as the region’s
final court.

The CCJ also acts as an
international tribunal in-
terpreting the Revised
Treaty of Chaguaramas
that governs the 15-

member regional integra-
tion movement.

Last year, Dominica re-
ceived the formal go-
ahead from Britain to
delink from the Privy
Council and join the CCJ
and Skerrit, speaking on
the state-owned DBS
radio said that the 
island’s acceptance of 
the CCJ would become a
reality by early 
February.

“Last year we made the
amendment to the
Constitution to allow
Dominica to recognise
the CCJ as its final court.
I can say that by very
early next month, the
court will come into full
effect,” Skerrit said,
adding that there were
some administrative
matters that had to be
dealt with.

“But I expect the court
to come into full effect for
Dominica by early
February 2015. Certainly
as we indicated last year
this is an historic oppor-
tunity for Dominica. It
would mean allowing

more ordinary citizens to
have greater access to the
judicial system,” he said.

“I am very pleased to
announce that, come
February the court will
take full effect in
Dominica,” he added.
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad  – Marcia
Henville, the television
talk show host, whose
charred remains were
discovered after a fire
gutted her bedroom early
Saturday morning, was
murdered, according to
the results of an autopsy
done on Monday.

The autopsy done by
pathologist Dr Eslyn Mc
Donald Burris found that
the 51-year-old mother of
two had been beaten on
the head, stabbed about
the body, and her throat
cut.

On Saturday, fire offi-
cials had confirmed that
the charred remains of
the host of “Point Blank”
aired on CCN TV 6 was
found in the bedroom of
her home in St
Augustine, east of 
here.

Her husband, who is
now under police guard
at the hospital, escaped
with burns to his body.
He had earlier told police

that he and his wife had
returned home early
Saturday morning after
attending a Carnival
show in the capital.

He said a scented can-
dle in the room may have
caused the blaze and told
police that he loved his
wife.

However, attorney
Fulton Wilson posted on
his Facebook page that
the former television per-
sonality was in the
process of divorcing her
husband and that she
was due to have served
the documents on him
Monday.

“I am very very angry,”
Wilson, a former journal-
ist wrote, noting that he
had handed over to police
documents and other in-
formation provided to
him by Henville as part
of her reasons for 
seeking a divorce.

Neighbours told police
that they heard 
arguments before the
fire.

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit

Dominica to
become fourth
full member 
of CCJ

Patrick Manning has
held the San Fernando
East seat for 43 years

Autopsy reveals
Trinidad TV talk show
host was murdered

Patrick Manning
wants to contest
seat again

ROSEAU, Dominica –
Prime Minister Roosevelt
Skerrit Tuesday described
as a “malicious rumour”
reports that he sick and
assured nationals that if

he had been hospitalised a
formal statement would
have come from the com-
petent authorities.

“I can say to you that I
have not been to any hos-

pital, I have not been hos-
pitalised. I am not ill, I am
not sick, I am very, very
well, Skerrit said on the
state-owned DBS 
radio.

Dominica PM assures
citizens: “I am not sick”

      



THE Governments of
Antigua and Barbuda,
Aruba, Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize,
Canada, Colombia,
Curacao, Dominica,
Dominican Republic,
France, Germany,
Grenada,Guyana,Haiti,
Jamaica, Mexico, New
Zealand,Spain,St.Kitts
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago,
United Kingdom, and
the United States on
Monday stated their
commitment to support
the Caribbean’s trans-
formation of the energy
systems of Caribbean
states.

The First Caribbean
Energy Security Summit
was hosted by US Vice
President Joseph R.Biden,
Jr. in Washington, D.C.

In a Joint Statement is-
sued following the Summit,
the leaders, together with
the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) Secretariat,
Caribbean Development
Bank, European Union,
Inter-American

Development Bank Group,
International Renewable
Energy Agency,
Organization of American
States,and the World Bank
Group agreed to pursue the
following, in accordance
with national laws:

1. Comprehensive,plan-
ning-based and research-
driven approaches to en-
ergy transition, including
implementation of pilot
and demonstration proj-
ects, based on successful
models so that individual
clean energy projects are
part of a fully integrated,
climate-resilient energy
transition plan toward
clean sustainable energy
for all.

2. For Caribbean coun-
tries,necessary and specific
reforms , including recom-
mendations from the 2013
CARICOM Energy Policy
and the outcome of the
2015 Dominican Energy
Pact, to support policy and
regulatory environments
that facilitate the introduc-
tion of new technologies
favouring sustainable and
clean energy that provide
legal certainty for investors

and improved predictabil-
ity in price and supply for
users.

3. Where viable, align-
ment of national legal and
regulatory approaches to
facilitate greater clean en-
ergy investment through-
out the region, provided
that countries can access fi-
nance and other resources
on affordable terms, to set
the stage for future electri-
cal interconnection in keep-
ing with the goals of
Connect 2022.

4. Where technically and
commercially feasible, pro-

mote and develop afford-
able: (i) no- or lower carbon
electricity generation
through wind, solar, geot-
hermal power,hydropower,
bioenergy,ocean energy,en-
ergy recovery from waste,
and other clean energies;
and (ii) energy efficiency
measures. Recognizing
also, that alternative fuels,
such as natural gas, can
play a useful bridging role.

5. Open, transparent,
competitive and criteria-
based processes, including
liberalization where cost ef-
fective, to procure energy

investment and facilitate
access to finance for cleaner
and climate resilient en-
ergy projects and infra-
structure.

6. Data and energy in-
formation exchange and co-
ordination with, between,
and among countries and
stakeholders to minimize
duplication and enable the
monitoring and evaluation
of energy projects to maxi-
mize the impacts of efforts
toward fully integrated,low
carbon and climate-re-
silient energy transition
plans.

The Summit is a follow-
up to the launch of the
Caribbean Energy Security
Initiative (CESI) in June
2014. The Summit high-
lighted ongoing efforts
under the CESI, including
support for improved gov-
ernance, enhanced access
to finance, and increased
donor coordination.

Caribbean leaders high-
lighted goals for their en-
ergy sectors and discussed
how the US and other part-
ners can better support the
Caribbean in pursuit of al-
ternative sources of energy.
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HAVANA, Cuba – Former
Cuban leader Fidel Castro
ended his long silence over
his country’s decision to
restore diplomatic ties
with the United States,
writing that he backs the
negotiations even though
he distrusts politics in
Washington.

The comments were the
first by the 88-year-old
revolutionary leader on
the talks with the U.S.
since the historic Dec. 17
declaration that the coun-
tries would move to re-
store ties broken more
than a half century ago.

“I don’t trust the policy
of the United States, nor
have I exchanged a word
with them, but this does
not mean I reject a pacific
solution to the conflicts,”
he wrote in a letter to a
student federation read at
the University of Havana.
It also appeared in
Communist Party news-
paper Granma.

“We will always defend
cooperation and friend-
ship with all the people of
the world, including with
our political adversaries,”
he wrote.

Two weeks ago, Fidel
Castro sent a letter to soc-

cer legend Diego
Maradona to quash ru-
mours of his death.At the
time, it was the first re-
ported word from Castro
in nearly three months.
The letter was read on
Venezuela state television
network Telesur.

A serious illness forced
Castro to step down from
duties as president, hand-
ing over leadership to his
younger brother Raul.

The speculation about
Fidel Castro’s health had
been prompted in part by
his failure to comment on
the historic U.S.-Cuban
declaration in December.

The United States and
Cuba held high-level talks
last week in Havana. The
latest statement from
Fidel was dated Jan. 26.

Cuba’s president “has
taken the pertinent steps
in accordance with his
prerogatives and the pow-
ers given to him by the
National Assembly the
Communist Party of
Cuba,” Castro said in the
statement.

His silence had led to
speculation over his opin-
ion of his brother’s rap-
prochement with the
United States.

Caribbean leaders agree to transform energy systems

Fidel Castro writes
statement on shift in
Cuba-US relations
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US PRESIDENT Ba-
rack Obama is heading
a large, bipartisan US
delegation travelling
to Saudi Arabia follow-
ing the death of King
Abdullah.

Obama cut short a trip
to India to make time for
the visit, during which he
will meet the new ruler
King Salman.

He is being accompa-
nied by prominent Repub-
lican officials, including
former Secretaries of
State James Baker and
Condoleezza Rice.

Saudi Arabia is a key
US ally in a region riven
by war and rivalries.

Obama had been due to
visit the Taj Mahal in
India yesterday, but had
to cancel to allow for the
four-hour visit to Riyadh.

In an interview before
he left India, Obama sug-
gested he would be un-
likely to raise the case of
Saudi blogger Raif Bada-

wi, who was sentenced to
1 000 lashes and 10 years
in prison last May for “in-
sulting Islam through
electronic channels” and
“going beyond the realm
of obedience”.

His visit would focus on
“paying respects to King
Abdullah, who in his own
fashion represented some
modest reform efforts
within the kingdom”, the
president added.

On human rights, Oba-
ma said: “We have main-
tained a sustained dia-
logue with the Saudis and
with all the other coun-
tries we work with. What
I have found effective is to
apply steady, consistent
pressure, even as we are
getting business done that
needs to get done.”

“And oftentimes that
makes some of our allies
uncomfortable. It makes
them frustrated, some-
times we have to balance
our need to speak to them

about human rights issues
with immediate concerns
that we have in terms of
countering terrorism or
dealing with regional sta-
bility.”

Also among the 30-
strong US delegation are
CIA director John Bren-
nan, John McCain, the
Republican chairman of
the powerful Senate
Armed Services Commit-
tee, and Republican for-
mer National Security
Adviser Brent Scowcroft.

Saudi Arabia is among
the US-led coalition of
Western and Arab nations
conducting air strikes
against Islamic State (IS)
in Syria and Iraq.

But relations between
Washington and Riyadh
have been strained by dif-
ferences over US policy on
the Syrian conflict and its
nuclear diplomacy with
Shia power Iran – a re-
gional rival of Sunni-ruled
Saudi Arabia.

Obama visits Saudi
Arabia’s new King Salman

NEW YORK City’s mayor
has responded to claims
officials overreacted to the
threat posed by a major
winter storm, saying: “We
dodged a bullet.”

As New York awoke to a
blanket of snow less deep
than feared, forecasts
were downgraded and a

transport ban was lifted
in the city.

But there has been hea-
vy snow across the north-
east US, with more than
2ft (60cm) in Massachu-
setts alone.

Blizzard warnings re-
main along the coast from
Long Island to Maine.

Speaking to the media,
New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio said: “This is a
better-safe-than-sorry sce-
nario.”

He added: “We did what
was necessary to keep
everyone safe.”

Blizzard warnings for
New York City and New

Jersey have been lifted,
with some public trans-
port resuming in New
York.

A teenage boy was killed
in a sledging accident on
Long lsland, one of the
worst-affected parts of
New York state.

On Monday an emer-

gency was declared in a
swathe of north-eastern
states, and meteorologists
predicted up to 90cm
(36in) of snow. Officials
later revised the snow
forecasts but the emergen-
cies remain in place.

Boston also imposed a
travel ban, and subway

systems in New York and
Boston were suspended.

The heaviest snowfall
has been reported in Con-
necticut and Massachu-
setts, which saw 52cm
(20.5in) and 67cm (26.2in)
respectively, compared to
the 13cm (5.5in) seen in
New York’s Central Park.

New York Mayor De Blasio defends snow warnings

ATLANTA – Two bodies,
one male and one female,
were recovered in the case
of a Marietta, Georgia,
couple, who went missing
after contacting a car
seller on Craigslist.

The bodies have not yet
been identified, said
Telfair County Sheriff
Chris Steverson. He said
the couple’s car was also
found submerged in a
nearby lake.

“It’s not the outcome we
had hoped for but, obvi-
ously, it’s the one we have
to deal with,” Steverson
said.“We’ll analyse the ve-
hicle, the bodies and hope-
fully we can come to some
conclusion as to how they
met their fate.”

On Monday, the suspect
sought in the case who had
posted a Craigslist ad
turned himself in, the
Telfair County Sheriff ’s
Office said.

Authorities have said
that Ronnie “Jay” Adrian
Towns, 28, was wanted on
charges of giving false
statements and criminal
attempt to commit theft by
deception. His family was
integral in securing his
surrender,Steverson said.

Elrey “Bud” Runion, 69,
and his wife, June, 66,
placed an ad looking for a
1966 Mustang on the ad-
vertisements website and
contacted a car seller on
Craigslist.

They drove to the South

Georgia town of McRae
from Marietta, an Atlanta
suburb, on Thursday to
meet someone who re-
sponded to the ad, rela-
tives said. No one has
heard from them since.

“He was excited about
the car. He had one when
he got back from Vietnam,”

daughter Stephanie
Bishop said in Atlanta.

Asked whether Towns
owned a Mustang like the
one the Runions were
looking for, Steverson
replied, “He does not. We
feel that the entire com-
munication he had with
Runion was deceptive.”

Vehicle, bodies recovered in
Craigslist disappearance

THE Indonesian military
has suspended the recov-
ery operation for AirAsia
flight QZ8501, which
crashed into the Java Sea
in December.Search teams
failed to retrieve the fuse-
lage after three days of at-
tempts using a lifting bag.

Officials initially
thought bodies were in-
side, but now say recover-

ing the wreckage is not a
priority as they believe no
victims remain.

So far only 70 bodies of
the 162 people who were
on board have been found.

The recovery operation
has been hampered by
stormy weather.

Indonesia’s military
chief, Gen Moeldoko, said
that the wreckage was too

fragile to be lifted.
He added that he had

decided to pull troops back
to their base after some of
the divers involved in the
operation were treated for
decompression sickness.

It comes after a previous
attempt to raise the plane
on Saturday failed when
the fuselage began to
break into pieces.

AirAsia QZ8501 fuselage
recovery operation suspended

Michelle and Barack Obama were greeted at Riyadh’s airport by King Salman.

Elrey “Bud” Runion, 69, and his wife, June, 66.
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AMMAN, Jordan – The Islamic State ap-
peared to issue a new ultimatum yester-
day, with an audio message giving the
Jordanian government 24 hours or less to
release a female terrorist or else the mil-
itants will kill not only a Japanese hos-
tage but also a captured Jordanian pilot.

In the audio message, a man who said
he was the Japanese hostage, the free-
lance journalist Kenji Goto, said that he
had only 24 hours to live and that the
pilot had even less time unless the
Jordanians release the woman,Sajida al-
Rishawi. Rishawi is on death row for her
role in a devastating 2005 bomb attack in
Jordan.

“I’ve been told this is my last message,
and I’ve also been told that the barrier of
extracting my freedom is now just the
Jordanian government delaying the han-
dover of Sajida,”Goto said in the message
posted on Islamic State-linked Twitter
accounts, according to the SITE
Intelligence Group, an organisation that
monitors extremist websites.

There was no official confirmation that
the latest message was genuine; the
Islamic State has issued confirmation of
videos about hostages in the past. But
the message was in the same style as the
one on Saturday showing the murder of
another Japanese hostage; Islamic State
officials eventually authenticated that
video.

As with Saturday’s message announc-
ing the beheading of the other hostage,
Haruna Yukawa, 42, yesterday’s was in-
cluded in a video showing a still photo of
Goto, with his voice on an audio track.

Japanese and Jordanian officials have
said they have been working together on
the release of both the Japanese journal-
ist and the Jordanian pilot. There has
been strong political support here for the
exchange of Rishawi for the freedom of
the pilot.

But when the Islamic State dropped
its demand for a US$200 million ransom
for the two Japanese on Saturday,after it
killed Yukawa, it changed its demand to
the exchange of Rishawi for Goto.That led
to widespread concern here that Japan
would arrange for its own hostage’s free-
dom, but leave the pilot to his fate.

Goto’s message was pessimistic in tone.
In an apparent reference to ongoing ne-
gotiations with Jordan, he said: “Any
more delaying tactics will simply see both
of us getting killed.The ball is now in the
Jordanian court.”

It was not clear why there might be
less time for the pilot.

Addressing his wife and the people and
government of Japan,Goto said,“Tell the
Japanese government to put all their po-
litical pressure on Jordan.”

Japan is a major foreign aid donor to
Jordan, and has pledged US$150 million
to help Syrian refugees in Jordan,accord-
ing to Ali Bani Ata, a member of
Parliament and head of the Japan Jordan
Friendship Association.

Rishawi was convicted of being one of
four suicide bombers who struck three
hotels in Amman in 2005, killing more
than 57 people. Her own suicide vest
failed to detonate and she was later ap-
prehended and sentenced to death for her
role in the attack.

ISIS issues new
threat against
hostages

BRZEZINKA, Poland – A Jewish
leader stood yesterday before 300
survivors of the Nazis’ most notori-
ous death camp and asked world
leaders to prevent another
Auschwitz, warning of a rise of anti-
Semitism that has made many Jews
fearful of walking the streets, and is
causing many to flee Europe.

Ronald Lauder, the president of the
World Jewish Congress, made his bleak
assessment on the 70th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz, speaking
next to the gate and the railroad tracks
that marked the last journey for more
than a million people murdered at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

He said his speech was shaped by the
recent terrorist attacks in France that
targeted Jews and newspaper satirists.

“For a time,we thought that the hatred
of Jews had finally been eradicated. But
slowly the demonization of Jews started
to come back,” Lauder said. “Once again,
young Jewish boys are afraid to wear
yarmulkes on the streets of Paris and
Budapest and London. Once again,
Jewish businesses are targeted.And once
again, Jewish families are fleeing
Europe.”

The recent attack in Paris, in which
four Jews were killed in a kosher super-
market, is not the first deadly attack on
Jews in recent years. Last May a shoot-
ing killed four people at the Jewish
Museum in Brussels and in 2012 a rabbi
and three children were murdered in the
French city of Toulouse.

Europe also saw a spasm of anti-
Semitism last summer during the war in
Gaza, with protests in Paris turning vio-
lent and other hostility across the conti-
nent.

“This vilification of Israel, the only
Jewish state on earth, quickly became

an opportunity to attack Jews,” Lauder
said.“Much of this came from the Middle
East, but it has found fertile ground
throughout the world.”

One Holocaust survivor, Roman Kent,
became emotional as he issued a plea to
world leaders to remember the atrocities
and fight for tolerance.

“We do not want our past to be our chil-
dren’s future,” the 85-year-old said to ap-
plause, fighting back tears and repeating
those words a second time.

US President Barack Obama, who was
in Saudi Arabia to pay respects after the
death of King Abdullah, issued a state-
ment paying tribute to the 6 million Jews
and millions of others murdered by the
Nazis.

“The recent terrorist attacks in Paris
serve as a painful reminder of our obliga-
tion to condemn and combat rising anti-
Semitism in all its forms, including the
denial or trivialisation of the Holocaust,”
Obama said.

On Auschwitz anniversary,
leader warns Jews again targets

In this photo, Paula Lebovics, an 81-year-old Holocaust survivor points to a photo showing herself as a child and other chil-
dren at the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi death camp pictured after the camp was liberated by the Soviet Red Army, at the
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, in Warsaw. 

Survivors are unlikely to gather in one place again in such numbers.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - Even though the glamour
of far-flung, fantasy achievements may keep stars in
your eyes and a fire in your belly, it’s the small and
reasonable goals that will lead you to actual
improvements.  
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Why talk seriously about
life? The trifling matters don’t deserve such a heavy
tone, and the important matters are unbearable unless
approached with the levity of humour.  
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Your way with people will
get you deals, invitations and, perhaps best of all, the truth
(if that’s what you want to hear). It can be fun to know
the truth when you’re the only one around who does. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Life is like a musical
today – people sing out when they are filled with emotion.
Well, maybe they won’t exactly sing, sing, but they’ll
make more noise to let you know what’s important to
them.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - In many environments,
boldness is rewarded. Today’s environment calls for
restraint. Subtlety will be noticed. Believing in the power
of small, thoughtful moves takes a kind of inner boldness. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Plan your next travel and
your mind will fly before the rest of you into the
adventure. This will lighten your mood, which is in
danger of getting bogged down with the sameness of
recent days. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Each person brings out
something slightly different in you. That’s why getting
out of your circle of friends and loved ones is so crucial
to personal growth.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - If you don’t pass failure
on the way to success, you’re not aiming for a significant
enough success. The game is only fun when there’s a fair
amount of risk involved. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You appreciate the
beauty of a good list, especially on a day like today when
there is so much you want to do in so many different
categories of life. List-making will keep you organised.  
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - The power is inside
you. Keep affirming this throughout the day because
there will be temptations to reach for sources of power
outside of yourself that you do not need. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Don’t give in to the
group mind. It’s not wrong, so much as it’s inferior to the
ideas you can come up with if you sequester yourself in
a quiet place to think for a while. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - It’s tempting to ask for
fewer problems, but you’ll be better off with a “bring it
on” attitude. More problems mean more solutions; more
solutions mean more capabilities. You’re destined for
greatness. 
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GUNMEN in Libya’s
capital stormed a hotel
popular with foreign-
ers yesterday, killing at
least nine people before
a stand-off that ended
when two assailants set
off a grenade that left
them both dead, news
agencies reported.

The attack underscored

the deepening unrest
across Libya as Islamists
militants and other fac-
tions tighten their grip on
cities and other key sites.

The assault on the sea-
side Corinthia Hotel
struck at one of the few
sites in Tripoli considered
secure enough to host for-
eign visitors such as busi-

ness executives and polit-
ical envoys.

The full details of the at-
tack were unclear, includ-
ing the total number of
gunmen and whether
some escaped. But the
strike appeared to have
some level of co-ordination.
A car bomb was detonated
as guests and staff fled the

hotel.
Citing security officials,

reports said four foreign-
ers and five guards were
killed.Earlier,officials said
the death toll included five
foreigners and three
guards, but the tally was
later revised.

No other details were
immediately available, in-

cluding the nationalities of
the foreigners reported
killed.

After a stand-off lasting
several hours, two attack-
ers killed themselves by
setting off a grenade, the
officials said.

The hotel is frequented
by journalists,business ex-
ecutives and other inter-
national envoys, including
officials involved in UN-
brokered talks with
Libya’s rival factions.

Reports about the attack
included several conflict-
ing accounts, and it was
not immediately possible
to reconcile the various de-
tails, news agencies re-
ported.

Mostly empty
Security officials and

hotel staff said five
masked attackers wearing
bullet-proof vests stormed
the hotel after security at
the gates tried to stop
them.

A hotel staff member
said that the gunmen en-
tered the hotel and ap-
peared to fire in random
directions. As guests and
staff fled out the hotel’s
back doors, a car bomb ex-
ploded about 100 yards
away.Three guards died in
the blast.

The hotel staff member
spoke on condition of
anonymity because he
feared retribution.

He said the hotel had
Italian, British and
Turkish guests, but that it
was largely empty at the
time of the attack.

It was not immediately
clear who staged the at-
tack, but the SITE moni-
toring service said a mili-
tant group claiming links
to the Islamic State
claimed responsibility.

In a Twitter post, SITE
quoted the Islamic State
offshoot in Libya as saying
the attack was launched
in solidarity with a Libyan
man suspected of plotting
al-Qaeda’s 1998 bombings
of US embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania.

Abu Anas al-Libi,whose
real name is Nazih Abdul-
Hamed al-Ruqai, died in a
New York hospital earlier
this month just days be-
fore his trial.

Tripoli has been hit with
a series of car bombs and
shootings in the turmoil
that has engulfed the
country following its 2011
civil war, which ousted
long-time Libyan leader
Moammar Gaddafi. Two
governments and two par-
liaments are vying for le-
gitimacy in the country
from Tripoli and Benghazi
in the east.

Tripoli is currently con-
trolled by a group called
Libya Dawn, which seized
the capital in August by
expelling a rival force.

Gunmen storm hotel in Libyan capital; at least 9 killed

SALT LAKE CITY –
Mormon church leaders
are making a national ap-
peal for a “balanced ap-
proach” in the clash be-
tween gay rights and reli-
gious freedom.

The church is promising
to support some housing
and job protections for
gays and lesbians in ex-
change for legal protec-
tions for believers who ob-
ject to the behaviour of oth-
ers.

It’s not clear how much
common ground the
Mormons will find with
this new campaign. The
church insists it is making
no changes in doctrine,and
still believes it’s against
the law of God to have sex
outside marriage between
a man and a woman.

But church leaders who
held a rare news confer-
ence yesterday said “we
must all learn to live with
others who do not share
the same beliefs or values.”

The language of the new
campaign mirrors a web-
site the church launched
in 2012 instructing Latter-
day Saints to be more ac-
cepting and compassion-
ate toward gays. The
church made clear then
and now that it still op-
poses gay marriage and in-
sists on its right to apply
its own rules within
church-affiliated charities,
schools, businesses and
properties,even those that
provide services to non-
Mormons.

The church announced
the campaign in a rare
news conference including
three elders from a high-
level Mormon governing
body called the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles.

Church leaders con-
demned discrimination
against gays in stark
terms, speaking of cen-
turies of “persecution and
even violence against ho-
mosexuals.”

“Ultimately,most of soci-
ety recognised that such
treatment was simply
wrong,and that such basic
human rights as securing
a job or a place to live
should not depend on a
person’s sexual orienta-
tion,” Neill Marriott, a
member of the church’s
Public Affairs Committee,
said ahead of the news con-
ference.

Mormon leaders still
want to hire and fire work-
ers based not only on reli-
gious beliefs, but also on
behaviour standards
known as honour codes
that require gays and les-
bians to remain celibate or
marry someone of the op-
posite sex.The church also
wants legal protections for
religious objectors who
work in government and
health care, such as a
physician who refuses to
perform an abortion, or
provide artificial insemi-
nation for a lesbian couple.

Mormon leaders call for
measures protecting gay rights

MOSCOW has con-
demned the arrest of a
Russian man in New York
on espionage charges as
yet another instance of
unfair persecution by the
United States.

Yevgeny Buryakov, an
employee of state-owned
VEB bank, was arrested
on Monday and charged
with gathering “economic
intelligence” along with
two other Russian men
who had already left the
United States.

In remarks carried by
Russia’s state-owned tel-
evision channels, foreign
ministry spokesman Alex-
ander Lukashevich ac-
cused the United States of
detaining Russian citizens
without presenting evi-
dence and warned that
this “anti-Russian cam-
paign” would “undermine”
co-operation between the

Washington and Moscow.
“The American authori-

ties have once again deci-
ded to resort to their fa-
vourite practice of drum-
ming up spy passions,”
Lukashevich said. “Rus-
sian-American relations
are already undergoing a
difficult period because of
Washington’s hostile posi-
tion.Apparently acting on
the principle of ‘the worse
it gets, the better,’ the Uni-
ted States has decided to
launch the latest move in
its anti-Russian cam-
paign.”

“We insist on an end to
the series of provocations
that the US intelligence
services have unleashed
against Russian represen-
tatives, immediate consu-
lar access to Yevgeny Bur-
yakov, the rigorous obser-
vation of the rights of this
Russian citizen and his re-

lease,” Lukashevich
added.

Konstantin Dolgov, the
foreign ministry’s human
rights ombudsman, said
Russians were increas-
ingly being persecuted in
the United States and
pledged to “work to end il-
legal actions against our
citizens”.

“In general, the hunting
of Russian citizens by US
law enforcement is contin-
uing, and it’s being done
systematically,” Dolgov
told state news channel
Rossiya 24, adding that
Russians “won’t get a fair
trial in the United States.”

When reached by the
Guardian by phone, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov declined to comment
on the arrest of the alleged
spy, saying he didn’t know
the details of the case.

Moscow condemns arrest of
‘spy’ Yevgeny Buryakov as
‘anti-Russian move’

Libyan security forces and emergency services surround Tripoli’s central Corinthia Hotel yesterday.
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UNTIL now, India has
been the elephant in
the room when it came
to the climate change
negotiations.

Unlike China, which
reached an unprece-
dented climate change
deal with the U.S. re-
cently, India has refused
to say what, if anything,
it would do to reduce the
country’s growing green-
house gas emissions. It’s
taken a tough line that
rich nations had to make
the first move ahead of
the United Nations cli-
mate talks in Paris later
this year.

President Obama’s trip
to India over the week-
end, however, seems to
have softened the coun-
try’s holdout stance.

Obama and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi stressed the “impor-
tance of working together
and with other countries
on climate change” and
said they would “plan to
cooperate closely this
year to achieve a success-
ful and ambitious agree-
ment in Paris”.

While a little short on
specifics, it signalled a
shift away the country’s
long-held position that
any agreement should
apply only to the devel-
oped world, as was case
with the Kyoto Protocol.

India’s commitment to
a more inclusive agree-
ment should sway other
holdouts from the devel-

oping world to sign onto a
new deal that is expected
to call for all nations to do
their part to keep tem-
peratures from rising
more than 2 degrees C
(3.6 degrees F) over what
they were in preindus-
trial times, which most
scientists contend would
avert the worst impacts
of climate change.

“The commitment by
President Obama and
Prime Minister Modi to
cooperate in the run-up
to Paris is significant be-
cause India is a very im-
portant participant in
that process, and they
have been outspoken in
the past in being resist-
ant to departing from the
structure of the Kyoto
Protocol,” Robert N.
Stavins, director of the
Harvard Environmental
Economics Programme,
told reporters. “Hence, if
the USA and India can be
on the same page (or at
least the same book) re-
garding the structure of
the Paris agreement, the
likelihood of a successful
outcome in Paris will be
greatly increased.”

The promise from India
is a big victory for Obama
and shows he is much
more invested in reach-
ing a deal in Paris than in
previous attempts – such
as Copenhagen when he
flew in at the last minute
and tried unsuccessfully
to salvage a deal.

The India talks comes

just two months after
Obama inked a historic
deal with China on cli-
mate change.The United
States, the world’s second
biggest emitter, agreed to
reduce emissions by 26
per cent to 28 per cent by
2025, compared with
2005 levels. China, which
is the world’s biggest
emitter, agreed to begin
peaking its emissions by
2030 – much soon than
expected.

India is the fourth
biggest emitter, but when
population is considered
it falls far back. The
United States releases
17.62 metric tons of car-
bon dioxide per person
per year, compared to
only 1.45 for India.

While India may have
disappointed some by re-
fusing to announce simi-
lar targets, analysts said
it did commit to taking
small steps to shifting
away from its growing de-
pendence on coal and
other fossil fuels.

The two sides an-
nounced several clean en-
ergy initiatives – includ-
ing expansion of financ-
ing for clean energy proj-
ects – that build on early
commitments from Modi
to increase amount of
solar power in the coun-
try from 20 gigawatts to
100 gigawatts by 2022.

“The India-US agree-
ment will help to secure
India’s ambitious pro-
gramme around renew-

able energy growth, ulti-
mately allowing India to
build upon and realise its
low carbon aspirations,”
said Krishnan
Pallassana, the India ex-
ecutive director at The
Climate Group, a non-
profit which promotes the
rapid scale-up of low car-
bon energy and technol-
ogy.

“In the past few days,
both leaders reiterated
their own personal com-
mitment to generating
and securing clean en-
ergy, and the potential
this could have to connect
more Indian households
with sustainable energy,”
he said. “Forty per cent of
India is still not con-
nected to the grid. Clean
energy, particularly solar
and wind, could eventu-
ally connect these homes
via renewable sources,
and revitalise India’s fail-
ing energy system.”

Anjali Jaiswal, the di-
rector of the Natural
Resources Defence
Council’s India Initiative,
said she is hopeful that
India will offer “meaning-
ful and ambitious tar-
gets” related to its emis-
sions by the Paris meet-
ing.

But she also said Modi
was in a difficult spot,
having to balance the
need to pull tens of mil-
lions of people out of
poverty while coming up
with solutions on the cli-
mate change front.

Obama’s trip to India pushes
climate change talks forward

ASTRONOMERS say
they have discovered a
planet with a gigantic
ring system that is 200
times larger than that
around Saturn.

It is the first such
structure detected
around a planet beyond
our Solar System.

The researchers say
there are probably
more than 30 rings,
each measuring tens of
millions of kilometres
in diameter.

The findings by a
Dutch-US team are to
be published in the
Astrophysical Journal.

Gaps detected in the
ring system also sug-
gest that some of the
material may already
have coalesced to form
moons. This phenome-
non can be seen at work
in Saturn’s rings today.

“You could think of it
as kind of a super
Saturn,” said Professor
Eric Mamajek, from the
University of Rochester
in the US.

The rings were found
in data gathered by the
SuperWASP observa-
tory, which can detect
exoplanets as they
cross in front of their
parent stars, causing
the light from them to
dim.

In this case, the as-
tronomers saw a com-
plex series of deep
eclipses lasting for 56
days. They think this is
caused by a planet with
a giant ring system
blocking out light as it
passes in front of the
star J1407.

“The light curve from
end-to-end took about
two months, but we
could see very rapid
changes in the space of
one night,” lead author
Dr Matthew
Kenworthy, from the
University of Leiden,
the Netherlands, told
the media.

“Over a time of half
an hour, the star can
dim by 30 or 40 per
cent.”

If Saturn’s rings were
the same size as those
around J1407b, they
would be easily visible
from Earth at night and
would be many times
larger than a full Moon.

Other possibilities,

such as a planet-form-
ing disc (the swirling
mass of dust and gas
from which planets
form around a star) can
be ruled out. A disc,
says Dr Kenworthy,
would produce much
smoother changes in
the light curve of J1407.

Last year, the as-
tronomers tried to find
the planet itself, but
were not able to observe
it.

“We threw the
kitchen sink at this, we
tried every single tech-
nique that we could
think of,” said Dr
Kenworthy.

“But the lack of a de-
tection means it has to
be substellar, and the
only thing that could
hold these rings in
place is a planet.”

The team thinks that
the planet itself is most
likely a gas giant like
Jupiter, but between 10
and 40 times as mas-
sive as that planet.

The distant ring-
world, named J1407b,
might also offer a
glimpse – on a much
larger scale – of the
process that led to the
formation of moons
around gas giants in
our own Solar System.

“The planetary sci-
ence community has
theorised for decades
that planets like
Jupiter and Saturn
would have had, at an
early stage, disks
around them that then
led to the formation of
satellites,” said
Professor Mamajek.

The astronomers
found at least one clean
gap in the ring struc-
ture.

“One obvious expla-
nation is that a satel-
lite formed and carved
out this gap,” said Dr
Kenworthy. “The mass
of the satellite could be
between that of Earth
and Mars.”

The researchers are
encouraging amateur
astronomers to help
monitor J1407, which
would help detect the
next eclipse of the rings.
Observations of J1407
can be reported to the
American Association
of Variable Star
Observers (AAVSO).

Distant
exoplanet hosts
giant ring system

An Indian sweeper cleans a flyover as smog covers the capital’s skyline the morning after celebrations for
the Diwali festival in New Delhi on October 24, 2014.

      



HUAWEI plans to start
focusing on high-end
smartphones as competi-
tion from local rivals such
as Xiaomi increases.

According to the Wall
Street Journal, the
Chinese smartphone
manufacturer is no longer
convinced it can turn a de-
cent profit with low-end
smartphones.

The blame can be
placed at the feet of
Xiaomi, a Chinese com-
pany that develops low-
cost handsets with de-
signs similar to rivals’
products. Xiaomi keeps
prices low while boosting
profit by focusing on on-
line sales, removing the
need for distribution
costs.

And Xiaomi is not the
only company targeting
budget users in the re-
gion. Lenovo, Micromax,

Samsung and Lava have
all joined the fray with
their own handsets.

On Tuesday, the leader
of Huawei’s consumer
business group, Richard
Yu, told reporters at a
briefing in Shenzhen: “If
we sold more low-end
phones, we could even
double our shipments...
but in the low-end market
there is no margin.”

While rivals including
Xiaomi are currently
reaping the rewards of
producing budget mobile
devices, Yu considers it is
a short-lived victory.
According to Yu,most low-
end smartphone makers
will vanish in three to five
years as their business
models are not sustain-
able.

“There are too many
brands in this industry,”
he said.

This idea does hold
merit. Smartphones and
tablets have evolved at a
rapid pace over the last
few years, but now are in
danger of reaching the
point of being too similar
for there to be stand-out
designs. Cameras, app
stores, operating systems
– most often iOS or
Android – speed, screen
resolution and size are all
becoming uniform, and so
there is little to distin-
guish companies. That
boils things down to price
– but even this fluctuates,
especially as competition
increases.The only factors
that can seem to ensure
companies attract a loyal
following are premium
features and software,
something that Huawei
plans to pursue to push
ahead of local competi-
tion.
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SAN FRANCISCO –
Twitter is rolling out
two new features de-
signed to make the
service easier to use
and more appealing:
private group messag-
ing and the ability to
shoot, edit and post
videos directly
through the Twitter
app.

The company is adding
the new features as it at-
tempts to reassure in-
vestors about its growth
prospects following a tur-
bulent first year as a pub-
licly traded company.

Twitter, which says its
ambition is to build “the
largest daily audience in
the world”, is hoping to
get more people to use

the service and to get the
people already using the
service to engage with it
more frequently.

It recently introduced
a new “while you were
away” feature that high-
lights important tweets
that were posted while a
user was off-line.

“We feel investor senti-
ment... remains largely

negative,” Robert Peck,
managing director and
Internet equity analyst
at SunTrust Robinson
Humphrey, said in a re-
cent report.

“The majority of in-
vestors we speak with
continue to have concerns
over the long term story
for monetization and
(monthly active users)
growth.”

But some analysts be-
lieve new features, in-
vestments in advertising
technology and the com-
pany’s outreach to third-
party software develop-
ers could be “potential
catalysts” for Twitter
having a “Facebook mo-
ment” in 2015, Peck said.

Twitter reports fourth-
quarter earnings on Feb.
5.

Both video and group
messaging have been ex-
tremely popular on other
services such as Facebook
and have been frequently
requested by Twitter
users.

Video may be one of the
most important new fea-
tures that Twitter has in-

troduced in some time.
Before yesterday, the

only way for most Twitter
users to share video was
through Vine, Twitter’s
standalone video app.
(Last year, the company
rolled out a video unit for
a small group of verified
users and advertisers
that lets them upload
videos up to 10 minutes
in length on the Web.)

Now with a few taps,
Twitter users can add
video up to 30 seconds in
length. Twitter for
iPhone users can upload
videos from the camera
roll as well. That feature
is coming soon to
Android, the company
said.

“We think by arming
all these people with
video, we are going to get
some really rich and en-
gaging content in the net-
work every day that
users are going to love,”
said Jinen Kamdar, a
Twitter product director.

The new group messag-
ing feature taps into the
growing popularity of
messaging apps. It lets

users start conversations
with up to 20 people on
Twitter. Those people
don’t all have to follow
each other to chat pri-
vately.

Twitter is a service
mostly focused on public
conversations. But now
it’s investing in private
conversations as well,
Kamdar said. Many of
the topics people explore
in public on Twitter are
“conversation starters”
for small groups of
Twitter users, he said.

Twitter users can save
and name their groups.
Anyone in the group can
rename the group. One
Twitter employee has a
family group which she
named “family”. Her sis-
ter renamed it “ignore.”

Both features began
rolling out yesterday and
should be in users’ hands
in the next couple of
weeks.

Kamdar acknowledged
both features took a long
time to reach users.

“We wanted to make
sure we got them right,”
he said.

Twitter debuts video, group messaging

Huawei shifts sights to
high-end smartphones

Huawei no longer sees a profitable future in cheap phones.
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Bridge

“SELMA” director Ava
DuVernay and its lead
actor David Oyelowo
are reuniting for an
untitled Hurricane
Katrina project.
Participant Media an-
nounced on Monday,
January 26 that both
would serve as pro-
ducers in a Hurricane
Catrina-set love story
and murder mystery
film. Additionally,
DuVernay will write
and direct the movie
while Oyelowo is set to
star.

“Hurricane Katrina is
one of the most impor-
tant social and environ-
mental stories of our
time,” said Participant
Media’s Jonathan King.
“Ava DuVernay has
shown herself to be
highly skilled at bringing
intimacy and contempo-
rary urgency to epic
events. We have been
looking for the right way
to get back in business
with Ava, and with David
Oyelowo, and are proud
to re-team with them on
her original idea, which
we believe will be a pow-
erful film.”

DuVernay also ex-
pressed her excitement
about the new gig. “The

story we’re interested in
will explore the complex-
ities of intimate relation-
ships within times of
chaos, while also exam-
ining the chaos itself. I’m

looking forward to the
journey,” she said. There
is no immediate info re-
garding the new movie’s
plot or release date.

This will be third col-

laboration between
DuVernay and Oyelowo.
Apart from “Selma”, they
previously worked to-
gether in “Middle of
Nowhere”.

Selma director Ava DuVernay and star David Oyelowo have signed on to create a
Hurricane Katrina drama.

Ava DuVernay and David Oyelowo
reunite for Hurricane Katrina film
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A BLISTERING century from
Leniko Boucher led Combermere
to a big 128-run win over 
Florida Cricket Academy in the
final of the Miramar Youth Cricket
Festival last week in Miramar,
Florida.

It was the third successive year that
Combermere ‘A’ has won the
tournament and there was also good
news for its ‘B’ team. That side won the
third place game, defeating Florida

Cricket Academy by 42 runs.
In the title match Combermere ‘A’

batted first and scored 288-8 in 40
overs with Boucher scoring a match
winning 130 from just 116 balls. Alex
Fergusson scored 45 while Keon
Harding scored 29 not out. In reply,
Florida Cricket Academy was restricted
to 160-9 in 40 overs with Zachary
McCaskie, Ian Boyce and Keon
Harding all taking two wickets each.
Omari Williams topscored for Florida

Cricket Academy with 46, while Steven
Taylor scored 31.

Combermere ‘A’ proved to be head
and shoulders above the competition
and went unbeaten in the three-day
tournament. In their first match,
Combermere ‘A’ defeated Cricket
Academy USA by ten wickets and then
followed up with a three-wicket win
over Combermere ‘B’. In their final
match of the round robin portion of the
competition, Combermere ‘A’ defeated

Florida Cricket Academy by eight
wickets.

Boucher was named as the
Tournament MVP and was given the
Most Runs Award after amassing 197
runs at an average of 65.7. He also
received the Barbados Consul
General’s Award for Highest Run
Scorer in the Final, while Matthew
Jones was given the Most Wickets
Award after taking eight wickets
throughout the tournament. (PG)

SOME credible performances were
delivered during preliminary events
yesterday as athletes from the Graydon
Sealy Secondary school took centre stage
at the National Stadium. With Inter-
school sports fast approaching, it is clear
that some of these performers will be a
part of the action for this event.

Combermere ‘A’ wins Florida tournament

Great
showing 
by Graydon
Sealy 

Theo Greenidge of Red House (pictured) and Shaquan Newton of Orange House tied For first Place in the Div 1 Boys High
Jump.

Ronelle Lovell of Yellow House took top spot in the Under-15 Girls Discus.

Chad Darlington of Blue House (right)
took top spot ahead of his fellow
house-mate Larron Hart in the Under-
16 Boys 100m.
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By Petra Gooding

TRISTAN Whitehall
set a new National
Indoor Record in the
Men’s Shot Putt over
the weekend while
competing.

Whitehall, competing
for Coffeyville
Community College, won
the Men’s Shot Putt with
17.14 metres. This is fur-
ther than the 17.03 me-
tres he threw last year
in February. He led a
clean sweep of the
medals for Coffeville
with team mates Alex
Garza (16.56 metres)
and Kyrin Tucker (15.15
metres) taking silver and

bronze respectively.
Sonia Gaskin is having

an awesome start to the
indoor track and field
season, as she picked up
yet another win over the
weekend.

Gaskin, a junior at
Kansas State University
won the Women’s 
800 metres at the inau-
gural Deloss Dodds
Triple Dual on Saturday.
She won in 2:08.20,
just outside her season’s
best time of 2:08.12.
Team mate Tia Gamble
was second in 2:13.65
while Olivia O’Hare of
Tulsa University was
third in 2:15.91.

Meanwhile Akela
Jones continues to im-

prove in the Women’s
Shot Putt. Jones, known
for her prowess in the
Long Jump, finished

fourth in the Shot Putt
with a personal best
throw of 13.99 metres.
Ealey Chase of

Oklahoma State won
with 16.71 metres, Dani
Winters of Kansas State
was second with a best of

16.52 metres while Ieva
Zarankaite of Oklahoma
State was third with
14.29 metres.

WILDEY Sports Club
moved to a perfect 3-0
record when it recorded a
tense four run win over
ICBL Empire last
Saturday in the third
round of matches in the
G4S Masters Cricket
Tournament.

Playing at the Empire
Ground in Bank Hall,
Wildey batted first and
made 146 all out in 30.5
overs. Empire was then
routed for 142 all out in
28. 4 overs and will have
to wait until this
Saturday January 31 to
try for that elusive vic-
tory.

Wildey and Lords cur-
rently lead Zone ‘D’ with
12 points each. Lords
maintained its unbeaten
run in the competition
when they defeated
Massy Stores Spartan by
72 runs. Lords scored 22-
6 in 28 overs and Spartan
replied with 156-6

Over in Zone ‘B’ LIME
defeated BRC by 83 runs
to remain at the top of
the standings with 12
points. LIME scored 224-
4 in 35 overs with Ron
Bates leading the way
with 63 while Dave
Estwick scored an un-
beaten 59. BRC replied
with 141-6 in 35 overs.

Wilfred Abrahams
Rockville also main-
tained its unbeaten form
after defeating Wotton by
three wickets in a Zone
‘A’ top of the table clash.
Wotton batted first and
scored 194-5 in 32 overs
with Leon Layne leading
the way with 69.
Rockville replied with

195-7 in 31.2 overs with
Shawn Brome scoring 68
and Corey Collymore 31
not out.

The tournament is set
to continue this Saturday
at various grounds. (PG)

ZONE A
At Wotton: Wilfred

Abrahams Rockville beat
Wotton by three wickets.

Wotton 194-5 (32 overs)
(Leon Layne 69, K. Seale
44, V. Best 20, J. Browne
16, C. Alleyne 13 not out;
S. Ellis 2-5).

Rockville 195-7 (31.2
overs) (Shawn Brome 68,
C. Collymore 31 not out,
R. Yard 20, R. Pilgrim 12,
E. Culpepper 11, A. Scott
10 not out; C . Gaskin 3-
29, M. Seale 2-20).

Points: W. A Rockville
4, Wotton 0.

At Bridgefield:
Earthworks Melrose beat
St. John Baptist by seven
wickets.

St. John Baptist 95 all
out (29.5 overs) (G.
Gaskin 34, G. Boyce 13;
Dennis Nowell 5-18, V.
Patrick 2-14).

Melrose 97-3 (22.3
overs) (David Small 64
not out, C. Chapman 20;
G. Boyce 3-35).

Points: Melrose 4, St.
John Baptist 0.

At Bayfield: Old
Brigand Dover beat
Brathwaite’s
Construction/Republic
Bank St. Catherine by
five wickets.

St. Catherine 160-7 (30
overs) (Thelston Payne

54, T. Connell 24 not out,
A. Jones 18, R. Watson
18; L. Kirton 2-19, A.
Alleyne 2-40).

Dover 161-5 (27 overs)
(M. Brewster 47, R.
Burrowes 46, M. Powlett
37; D. Clarke 3-24).

Points: Dover 4, St.
Catherine 0.

At Blackmans: St.
Joseph Cultural beat
Oran/Carib Bristol by
eight wickets.

Bristol 143-9 (29 overs)
(R. Roach 33, M. Broomes
20, T. Reece 17 not out, S.
Vaughn 17, L. Thompson
15; L. Leacock 4-50, D.
Redman 2-33).

St. Joseph Cultural
144-2 (13 overs)
(Anthony Small 56 not
out, D. Burrowes 34 not
out).

Points: St. Joseph
Cultural 4, Bristol 0.

ZONE B
At Crab Hill: Mount

Gay North Stars beat
BCL by 146 runs.

North Stars 261-5 (34
overs) (Troy Toppin 92,
D. Archer 49 not out, A.
Carmichael 47, H. Bryan
20, A. Griffith 18 not out,
R. Roach 15; A. Clarke 2-
60).

BCL 115 all out (33
overs) (B. Morris 29, N.
Knight 22, R. Turney 12
not out; L. Brathwaite 4-
10, R. London 2-9).

Points: North Stars 4,
BCL 0.

At Paragon: BDF beat
CounterPoint Wanderers
by 61 runs.

BDF 170 all out (28.3

overs) (R. Trotman 39, N.
Willoughby 24, R.
Prescod 20, E. Douglas
14, S. Howell 11, H. Reece
10, L. Brathwaite 10; G.
Beresford 4-44, E. Ince 3-
19, G. Pedro 2-22).

Wanderers 109 all out
(30.1 overs) (B. Frost 28,
R. Clarke 26, G. Pedro 10,
A. Weekes 2-14, S. Howell
2-16, G. Pitt 2-35).

Points: BDF 4,
Wanderers 0.

At KMV Oval: Rocklyn
Hardware Isolation
Cavaliers beat Digicel
Carlton by eight wickets.

Carlton 103-9 (35
overs) (O. Lewis 26, S.
Cooper 23, R. Prescod 21,
J. Clarke 3-19, T. Greene
2-13, J. Kellman 2-26).

Isolation Cavaliers
104-2 (16.4 overs) (K.
Mayers 40, N. Phillips 38
not out).

Points: Isolation
Cavaliers 4, Carlton 0.

At Wildey: LIME beat
BRC by 83 runs.

LIME 224-4 (35 overs)
(Ron Bates 63, Dave
Estwick 59 not out, B.
Johnson 31, P.
Bridgeman 30 not out, G.
Maxwell 17; C. Small 2-
38).

BRC 141-6 (35 overs)
(M. Hinds 26, E. Watson
25, C. Small 20, T. Howell
19 not out, P. Mayers 16,
G. Small 2-20).

Points: LIME 4, BRC 0.

ZONE C
At Vaucluse: Central

beat ESSO Tweedside
Maxwell by seven wick-
ets.

Maxwell 115-7 (25
overs) (R. Clarke 23, W.
Herbert 19, W. Haynes
17; M. Murrell 4-38).

Central 120-3 (20
overs) (P. Agard 38 not
out, C. Browne 36 not
out, T. Alleyne 22).

Points: Central 4,
Maxwell 0.

At King’s Park:
Scotty’s King’s Park

beat Windward by eight
wickets.

Windward 122 all out
(34.3 overs) (A. Edghill
28, A. Archer 23, J.
Thornton 18, J. Wilson
18, C. Vaughn 12; D.
Moore 3-10, N. Burke 2-
23).

King’s Park 123-2 (23.4
overs) (D. Moore 39 not
out, N. Burke 39, I.
Coppin 27 not out, S.
Wilkinson 10; J. Wilson
2-28).

Points: King’s Park 4,
Windward 0.

At Blenheim ‘B’:
ESA Field Pickwick

beat Benfica by 69 runs.
Pickwick 192-5 (31

overs) (George Harris 77,
J. Harris 37, T. Harris 28
not out, W. Warren 27; S.
Burrowes 3-58, E.
Marshall 2-28).

Benfica 123 all out
(29.2 overs) (Anthony
Stuart 53, E. Marshall
12, W. Nicholls 12; G.
Reifer 4-16, L.
Applewhaite 2-14, W.
Miller 2-37).

Points: Pickwick 4,
Benfica 0.

BYE: Police

ZONE D
At Lord’s: Lords beat

Massey Stores Spartan
by 72 runs.

Lords 228-6 (28 overs)
(Derek Greaves 108 not
out, J. Bend 47, D. Bynoe
30, J. Gibbons 16; D.
Toppin 2-30, D. Marshall
2-56).

Spartan 156-6 (28
overs) (J. Crichlow 42 not
out, L. Puckerin 42, R.
Griffith 25, D. Toppin 12;
D. Johnson 3-46, J.
Kellman 2-38).

Points: Lords 4,
Spartan 0.

At 3Ws Oval: Sagicor
UWI beat Wibix by eight
wickets.

Wibix 148-8 (35 overs)
(C. Estwick 3-20, N.
Barnum 3-31).

UWI 151-2 (22 overs)
(Aubrey Towler Sr 50 not
out, I. Drakes 31, N.
Barnum 27, F. Reifer 20
not out).

Points: UWI 4, Wibix 0.

At Bank Hall: Wildey
beat ICBL Empire by
four runs.

Wildey 146 all out (30.5
overs) (M. Estwick 30, O.
Bostic 29, R. Carter 17,
T. Baker 15, W. Collin 12,
H. Austin 11, A. Springer
10; M. Blagrove 3-22, C.
King 2-9, R. Parris 2-33,
S. Greaves 2-35).

Empire 142 all out
(28.4 overs) (R. Parris 32,
M. Inniss 22, J. Greaves
19, S. Greaves 18, H.
King 17; W. Reid 4-30, E.
Jordan 2-19, W. Gittens
2-21, H. Austin 2-23).

Points: Wildey 4,
Empire 0.

Wildey Sports Clubstill unbeaten

Tristan Whitehall sets new
indoor shot putt record

Tristan WhitehallSonia Gaskin

       



MELBOURNE,
Australia – Rafael
Nadal has joined
Roger Federer on the
sidelines at the
Australian Open, tak-
ing their combined 31
Grand Slam singles ti-
tles with them.

On the women’s side,
second-seeded Maria
Sharapova, who beat
Eugenie Bouchard on
Tuesday, and Ekaterina
Makarova are still around
and will play an all-
Russian semifinal.

Nadal’s lack of match
fitness from nearly six
months of injuries and ill-
ness finally caught up
with the 14-time major
champion in his quarter-
final match against
Tomas Berdych. He was
never much of a factor
and lost 6-2, 6-0, 7-6 (5).

The third-seeded Nadal
said before the tourna-
ment that his inactivity
over the last half of 2014
made him unlikely to win
more than a few rounds.
Coming into the
Australian Open, Nadal
had played only eight
matches since last June
because of a right wrist
injury and appendix sur-
gery in November.

Federer, who has 17
major titles, including
four in Australia, de-
parted Melbourne Park
after an upset third-
round loss to Andrea
Seppi.

Nadal said he was sur-
prised to have advanced
as far as he did in
Melbourne.

“It is obvious that I
needed something more
to be more competitive,”
Nadal said. “As I said
when I arrived here, the
process always is not easy.
When you have injuries,
comebacks are difficult.
But without being at my
top level of tennis, I was
able to be here in quar-
terfinals. Is not a bad re-
sult at all for me.”

Berdych said, “I was
ready for everything and I
think that was the differ-
ence ... when you’re play-
ing Rafa you have to keep
going to the last point.”

The seventh-seeded
Berdych, who had lost 17
straight matches to
Nadal, will play sixth-
seeded Andy Murray in
the semifinals after the
British player beat local
hope Nick Kyrgios 6-3, 7-
6 (5), 6-3 in a night match.

Kyrgios came back from
two sets down and saved
a match point in the
fourth round Sunday be-
fore beating Italian
Andreas Seppi, the player
who had eliminated
Federer, but there was no
such comeback on
Tuesday.

The 19-year-old
Kyrgios, who walked onto
the court with his head-
phones on and gave two
thumbs-up to the crowd,

was at his crowd-pleasing
best. After hitting a back-
handed drop shot at the
net for winner in the sec-
ond set, he spread out his
arms for applause, and in
the third set, he hit a be-
tween-the-legs shot that
Murray easily returned.

“It was a tricky match,”
Murray said. “I tried to
start as quick as possible
because I know how dan-
gerous Nick is. He’s a
huge hitter of the ball, so
I tried to keep it out of his
strike zone as much as
possible. Thankfully it
worked.”

Sharapova moved
closer to another
Australian Open title, de-
feating 20-year-old
Bouchard 6-3, 6-2.The
Russian made all the big
points look easy and ad-
vanced to play Makarova,
who earlier beat third-

seeded Simona Halep 6-
4, 6-0.

“I felt pretty good from
the start, didn’t feel I had
too many letdowns,”
Sharapova said, adding
that her close call in the
second round - facing two
match points against a
qualifier - sharpened her
focus for the rest of the
tournament.

The last time
Sharapova and Bouchard
met - in the semifinals at
the French Open last year
- Bouchard won the first
set before Sharapova
came back to take the
next two. The Russian
then won the title at
Roland Garros.

This time, Bouchard,
who made the finals of
Wimbledon and two other
Grand Slam semis last
year, didn’t come close to
taking a set, looking flat

from the outset while
being broken in her open-
ing service game. The
Genie Army, a group of

young Australian men
who croon about the
Canadian player, was left
to sing another day.
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Nadal loses; Sharapova to play
all-Russian semi in Australia

Rafael Nadal of Spain gestures during a press con-
ference after his quarterfinal loss to Tomas
Berdych.
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ST JOHN’S, Antigua –
The West Indies Cricket
Board yesterday commu-
nicated its intent to the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
to find a workable solu-
tion for the premature
end of the West Indies
tour of India in October
2014.

WICB President Dave
Cameron met with some

of the directors of  
ICC and sought their
assistance in resolving

the issue. Their support
is much appreciated 
and welcomed by the
WICB.

The WICB is hopeful of
finding a workable solu-
tion and to this end will
send a delegation to
meet with the BCCI in
the coming weeks.

ST JOHN’S, Antigua –
The West Indies
Cricket Board yester-
day announced that off
spinner Sunil Narine
has withdrawn from
the West Indies squad
for the Cricket World
Cup 2015.

Narine has undergone
intense remedial work on
his bowling action and
preliminary tests have
shown him bowling all his
deliveries under the 15 de-
grees flexion allowance.
However he requires more
time to be able to confi-
dently bowl for a sus-
tained

period in international
cricket with his new ac-
tion.

“Playing for Red Force
and winning the NAGICO
Super50 has been a big
boost, but going in to the

World Cup is a little too
much too soon and, after
consulting the WICB, for
both West Indies and my
sake we have decided to
delay my return to inter-
national cricket until I am
100% confident in all that
I do,” Narine said.

“Whilst I am very happy
with the progress made to
date with my action, and I
express my thanks to the
coaches working with me
in Trinidad and Dr. Daryl
Foster in Perth,Australia,
I am withdrawing from
the World Cup,”Narine ex-
plained.

The WICB supports
Narine’s decision to with-
draw from the CWC squad
as to risk his exposure to
the intensity of the Cricket
World Cup would be both
unfair to him and the West
Indies squad. A replace-

ment will be named
shortly.

Narine has taken a pos-
itive approach to his reme-
dial work, remains in an
optimistic frame of mind
and looks forward to re-
turning to international

cricket at the earliest op-
portunity.

“I would like to thank
the WICB for their sup-
port and wish the West
Indies team the very best
for the World Cup cam-
paign,” Narine said.

Narine withdraws from West
Indies CWC squad

WICB seeks
ICC assistance
in resolving
India situation
WICB to send delegation to
meet with BCCI

WI off spinner Sunil Narine

      



LOS ANGELES – Jamal
Crawford never stews
over statistics. As a
prolific scorer, he knows
he’s usually one shot
away from triggering an
offensive outburst.

So it was easy for him
to shrug off his 20-of-62
shooting in five previous
games and let things fly.
Crawford scored 21 of his
23 points in the fourth
quarter, and the Los
Angeles Clippers held off
the struggling Denver
Nuggets 102-98 Monday
night for their fifth
straight victory.

Crawford scored Los
Angeles’ final five points
and had a key save that

led to a basket in the
closing seconds, when the
Clippers completed their
biggest comeback of the
season after trailing by
16 earlier in the game.

During timeouts,
Crawford kept telling his
teammates they were
going to win.

“He was guaranteeing
it,” coach Doc Rivers
said.

The usually soft-
spoken Crawford said, “I
always have belief.”

Ty Lawson led the
Nuggets with 19 points
and 11 assists. Arron
Afflalo scored 18, Wilson
Chandler had 18 points
and 10 rebounds, and
Jusuf Nurkic grabbed 10
rebounds in Denver’s
seventh straight loss.

Matt Barnes added 18
points for Los Angeles,
and Blake Griffin had 14
points, nine rebounds
and 10 assists. Chris
Paul scored 15 points.

Griffin and Paul
credited Crawford and
the rest of the Clippers’
bench for bringing them
all the way back.

“He was huge,” Griffin
said about Crawford.
“His scoring was
unbelievable and it can
come in a flash. That’s
what he does for us.”

The Clippers trailed by
10 early in the fourth
before Crawford found
his shooting touch. He
hit a tying 3-pointer, and
then followed with
another basket that
made it 94-92 with 2:30
remaining.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

REAL ESTATE

Milestone 
Realty

428-9376/259-9019
FOR RENT

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom house 
in Rendezvous Gardens 
$1400.00.

FOR SALE

Two properties, near kayaking 
Club, Inch Marlow/Long Beach, 
50 yds from ocean:

Two storey 5 Bedroom, 2 
bathroom house with pool 
$950,000

Three bedroom 2 bath timber 
property on 9,000 sq. ft. 
$550,000.

VEHICLES
2002 Mitsubishi Lancer

Loaded
Recently painted

Engine needs some repairs
Price negotiable.

Contact:235-2363 for details

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON WEDNESDAY 28/01/15 
THE FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
ANDWORKING VEHICLES:

2007 NISSAN X-TRAIL at Cour-
tesy Garage at 1:15 pm

2011 TOYOTA VITZ at Nassco 
Auction Depot at 1:30 pm

2002 FORD EXPLORER 
SPORTS TRAC,
2000 TOYOTA G-TOURING 
STATION WAGON,
1999 SUZUKI BALENO at Dow-
nes Autobody at 1:45 pm

Terms Cash. Paul A. Edwards.
Tel: 245-2994

SERVICES FOR
RENT

Your Booking Agent for 
Live Musicians

Caribbean Musician

Tel:230- 9500

JOB SEEKERS
Auxiliary nurse 12 years 
experience seeks job as nurse 
or companion with the elderly. 
Nights only. Call or whatsapp

Tel:828-7419

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance 

Specials on
Renovating, Building, 

Repainting

Large Residential
Small quick fix-up jobs

Tel:237-7874

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES
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NOTICES

Clippers ride
Crawford’s shooting
to 102-98 win

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75999&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Incorporated 23-Jan-15 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.25 $0.30 9,000 10,500

BICO Limited 22-Jan-15 - - - $1.82 $1.82 - $1.80 - 7,228 -

Banks Holdings Limited 27-Jan-15 2,144 $2.50 $2.50 $2.90 $2.90 $0.00 $2.50 $2.88 2,010 7,000

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Limited 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited 26-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.49 - 5,000

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited 27-Jan-15 600 $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 $3.00 $3.65 1,029 566

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 16,566

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.17 $0.22 16,333 20,000
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.50 $0.55 16,333 20,000
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Limited 23-Jan-15 - - - $6.34 $6.34 - $6.40 - 216,422 -

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.41 $2.41 - - $2.41 - 3,769

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,722 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 4,245

Massy Holdings Limited 26-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $19.00 $20.00 100 291

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.81 $8.25 5,000 205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 22-Jan-15 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.00 $2.26 630 3,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation 27-Jan-15 12,967 $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 $0.00 $1.75 $1.80 39,700 63,975

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Limited 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 15,711 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14       $103.00    $106.50   13,000    13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $102.00 25,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 27, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4808 -0.0002
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4953 0.0013
23-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2645 -0.0023
22-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.288 0.0020
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND     w   4.8106   4.8106 4.8106   0.0008
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8425 -0.0079
23-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0032 -0.0043
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918   0.0029
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w   2.28 0.02
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.03
23-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 12,967 $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 $0.00
BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 2,144 $2.50 $2.50 $2.90 $0.00
CAVE SHEPHERD AND COMPANY LIMITED 600 $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 27, 2015

Three securities traded firm as 15,711 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $29,852.25. Sagicor Financial
Corporation was the volume leader trading 12,967 shares at $1.75. They were followed by Banks Holdings Limited and Cave Shepherd
and Company Limited which traded 2,144 and 600 shares respectively.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 27th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 27, 2015 January 26, 2015
Local  2,132.22 2,132.22 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 610.30 610.30 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 27, 2015 January 26, 2015

Local  5,352.35 5,352.35 -   
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -     
Composite 8,214.06 8,214.06 - 

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.
Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.
Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.
Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company will be held on February 6th, 2015.

PUT THROUGH NOTICE
CIBC FirstCaribbean Trust and Merchant Bank Limited would like to
announce the put-through of 14,166 shares in FirstCaribbean
International Bank at $1.90 set to take place on January 28th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75999&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb


GLENDALE,Ariz. – The
entire world will be
watching Glendale on
Sunday as it hosts the
Super Bowl and the le-
gions of fans who are
shelling out big bucks
to see the big game.

What may be not visible
amid all the hoopla is a
sobering reality about the
Super Bowl host city:
Glendale is suffering deep
financial issues over its
troubled effort to become a
sports destination.

Glendale bet big on pro-
fessional sports in the last
15 years, spending mil-
lions of dollars on a hockey
arena for the Arizona
Coyotes and investing
heavily in a spring train-
ing ballpark for the
Chicago White Sox and
Los Angeles Dodgers.Then
the economy tanked, and
the hockey team went
through bankruptcy, with
several different owners in
recent years.

The city has found
stronger financial footing
since then and its bond
rating has improved
markedly, but not without
having to raise taxes, trim
25 percent of the munici-
pal workforce, cut back on
paving projects, and re-
duce hours at municipal
swimming pools and li-
braries. The 9.2 percent
sales tax that shoppers
and diners pay in Glendale
is among the highest in the
state.

To fiscal conservatives,
Glendale serves as a cau-
tionary tale for suburban
cities across the United
States that want to throw
public money at profes-
sional sports projects.

“Overall, it’s a bad move
for cities,” said Kurt
Altman, general counsel
for the Arizona-based
Goldwater Institute,which
fought Glendale over its
enticements to the hockey
team.“As much as they say
it’s going to make the city
a destination, it just does-
n’t.”

Glendale is a city of
about 250 000 people in
the northwest part of the
Phoenix metro area. The
location where the Arizona
Cardinals’ stadium and
the Arizona Coyotes’ arena
were built had been a
dusty farm area.The agri-
cultural influence is visi-
ble to people driving to
games when they pass
tractors and farm equip-
ment in nearby fields.

As the Coyotes and
Cardinals sought new fa-
cilities in the early 2000s
and efforts failed to build
them in other parts of the
Phoenix area, Glendale
stepped in.The city helped
pay for the Coyotes’ arena
with $167 million in bonds
in 2003, and as the hockey
team’s finances began to
fade during the recession,
Glendale went all-in to
keep the team in Arizona.
The city dished out $50
million earlier this decade
to keep the team and con-
tinues to make annual
payments toward the
arena, but the money it is
getting in return has not
met expectations.

The football stadium
was built in 2006, but
Glendale was not on the
hook for the costs of the
$450 million retractable-
roof facility. It was funded
primarily with new taxes

on car rentals and hotels in
the Phoenix area, but that
financing hit a snag last
year when a judge ruled
that the car rental tax was
unconstitutional, leaving a
major funding source for
the Super Bowl venue in
jeopardy. The issue is still
being argued in the courts.

Glendale is far from
alone.Cities and states na-
tion-wide have long strug-
gled with how much public
money to spend on sta-
dium projects.The effort to
build a new stadium for
the Minnesota Vikings be-
came embroiled in contro-
versy over a financial com-
mitment by the state that
opponents said was exces-
sive. The St. Louis Rams
are at the center of a de-
bate over whether to spend
public money on a new sta-
dium. Topeka, Kansas, is

immersed in a fight over a
motorsports track that has
drawn comparisons to
hockey in Glendale.

As he navigates the fi-
nancial situation,
Glendale Mayor Jerry
Weiers returns to a maxim
he has repeated many
times in his life: “I’m not
living in the past. I’m just
paying for it.”

In the case of the Super
Bowl, he believes the city
is paying dearly. He said
Glendale will actually lose
a “couple million dollars”
by hosting the event. It’s
spending huge amounts of

money on overtime and po-
lice and public safety costs
for the Super Bowl but not
getting much back.

Super Bowl visitors are
mostly staying in Phoenix
and Scottsdale and only
showing up in Glendale on
game day, meaning the
city won’t see much of a
boost in tax revenue. And
the city was hoping the
state would reimburse
Glendale for its police
overtime costs, but law-
makers have scoffed at the
idea.

Weiers said it pains him
that the city had to cut

services and lay off work-
ers, but the moves were
necessary to ensure finan-
cial solvency. He said the
outlook has improved in
the last year,a far cry from
a couple years ago when
Glendale was in jeopardy
of joining the likes of
Detroit in the category of
municipal bankruptcies.

“I have to believe that if
‘1’ is perfect as things could
be and ‘10’ was bank-
ruptcy, I’d say we were a
strong ‘8,"’ Weiers said.
“We never had to go there,
and I strongly believe we
won’t have to go there."
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NEARLY half of those re-
sponding to a national sur-
vey believe the Super
Bowl-bound New England
Patriots, engulfed in con-
troversy over the so-called
“Deflategate” scandal, are
cheaters.

However, those polled
over the weekend by the
Emerson College Polling
Society found 57 percent
believe the incident is no
big deal.

While 47 percent of re-
spondents in the poll
thought the Patriots are
cheaters, only 28 percent
believe Patriots head coach
Bill Belichick should be
suspended for the Super
Bowl.

Patriots quarterback
Tom Brady fared better,
with only 25 percent say-
ing Tom Brady should be

suspended.
The Patriots used under-

inflated footballs during
their 45-7 drubbing of the
Indianapolis Colts on Jan.
18 in the AFC champi-
onship game. Many play-
ers believe balls with less
air, which is against
National Football League
rules, could aid a quarter-
back’s grip on his passes.

No one has been found to
have taken the air out of
the balls and the NFL in-
vestigation is continuing.

Younger people were
more in favor of suspend-
ing Brady for Sunday’s
Super Bowl, with 34 per-
cent between 18-34 years
old saying he should be
sidelined, compared to 24
percent of those age 35-54
and 20 percent age 55-74.

Only 12 percent age 75

and older said Brady
should be suspended.

While the controversy
has dominated the pre-
game hype, the poll
showed 36 percent of the
American public is rooting
for the Seattle Seahawks
to win the Super Bowl,
compared to 31 percent for
the Patriots. Thirty-three
percent do not care who
wins.

Taking away personal
loyalties, 41 percent of
those surveyed believe the
Patriots will win the game,
compared to 35 percent
who think the Seahawks
will claim the Vince
Lombardi Trophy.

The ECPS poll of 1 098
adults, released on
Monday, was conducted
Jan. 23-24 with a margin
of error of 2.9 percent.

MADRID – Brazilian star
Neymar has given four-
time World Player of the
Year Lionel Messi the
credit for his upturn in
form during his second
season with Barcelona.

Neymar was set up
twice by Messi to bag a
double against Elche in a
6-0 rout on Saturday to
take his tally for the sea-
son to 19 goals in just 24
games, four more than he
managed in the entirety of
his debut campaign in
Spain.

“Of all the players I have
seen play,Messi is the best
and I will always have
enormous respect for him,”
the 22-year-old said on

Monday.
“We are getting better all

the time and together we
can do great things. If you
have a good relationship
off the field it can influence
things on it.

“To play beside the best
is very easy.”

Neymar has yet to win a
major trophy in Barca
colours after the Catalan
giants missed out last sea-
son for the first time in six
years. On a personal note,
his season was blighted by
injuries, as well the con-
troversy surrounding his
transfer from Santos
which led to the club being
accused of tax fraud and
the resignation of presi-

dent Sandro Rossell.
And the Brazilian cap-

tain has bounced back ad-
mirably from seeing his
dreams of World Cup glory
on home soil ended by
breaking two vertebrae
during his country’s 2-1
quarter-final win over
Colombia in July.

“In the first season I had
to get to know everything
and I have always said
that I have many things to
achieve and I still feel that.

“I have evolved profes-
sionally and personally, I
have learned from players
I have by my side who are
world icons. It is a pleasure
to be able to train with
them."

Life easy next to Messi,
says Neymar

Super Bowl host city still reeling over sports deals

Poll shows nearly half
believe NFL’s Patriots
are cheaters

A worker sweeps outside the University of Phoenix Stadium before the Pro Bowl Sunday 
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GRADUATES of the
Erdiston Teachers’
Training College are
calling for improve-
ments to be made to the
plant while an official
says some enhance-
ments are already in
the pipeline.

Chairman of the Board
of Management, Dr. Leah
Garner-O’Neale in her
welcome remarks at the
recent graduation cere-
mony, revealed that the
College has “begun the
process needed to refur-
bish the library and to up-
date its electrical work”.

She added: “When com-
pleted this will alleviate
the problems of photocopy-
ing and printing. We have
also begun the process of
securing a mobile cafeteria
for the College. This
should make the task of
getting lunch a lot easier
for you students while at
College.”

O’Neale’s comments
preceded those of
Valedictorian Janine
Pierre, who in her valedic-
tory address outlined a
number of areas where im-
provements could be made
to enhance teaching and
learning at the College.
Among the suggestions of-
fered were for there to be
“a technologically 
designed computer lab
outfitted with different 

FIX on Page 6

SPRUCE UP Improvements requested to 
Erdiston Teachers’ Training College

TOP PERFORMER! With athletic season in full swing, many schools are gearing up for their own athletic meets and the
Graydon Sealy school is no different. Yesterday, the school held preliminary events ahead of their upcoming full sports meet and
Shirniqua Cato of White House was the picture of concentration as she took first place in the Div 4 Girls Javelin. (See page 23)

Tristan Whitehall 
sets new indoor 
shot putt record

Page 24

      


