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MOVING AHEAD
WITH Cabinet having already
approved the financing for the
multipurpose sugar factory, Minister
of Agriculture, Dr. David Estwick
says he is set to meet stakeholders as
early as tomorrow to discuss
Government’s five to ten-year plan to
sustain both the sugar and non-sugar
aspects of agriculture.

Dr. Estwick told those attending a
Democratic Labour Party’s St. James
South Branch Meeting on Sunday
evening, that the approval was given on
January 8, 2015 and they are now in the
process of finalising the funding for the
field side of the Barbados Cane Industry
Restructuring Project.
Speaking to the media after the

meeting, Dr. Estwick noted that the
funding that has been approved will be
provided by National Standard
Financing.This will be by way of a publicprivate partnership, he explained, where
that entity will inject foreign direct
investment to the tune of US$250 million.
“[Therefore] Cabinet has approved us to
proceed in regards to moving towards
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Funding
approved for sugar
cane project

wrapping up the details of the contract, so
we can move with some haste to demolish
the old factory and start the construction
of the new multipurpose sugar factory. I
am looking to see if I can possibly get all
of that in about five months or so, given
that a lot of the pre-work has been done,”
he said.
SUGAR on Page 3

REWARDING SUCCESS!

Principal of the Parkinson Memorial Secondary School, Jeffrey Broomes, with students who were recognised for
their outstanding work during a ceremony yesterday morning at the school.

Broomes working to change average pass rate
ADMITTING that it will not happen
overnight, Principal of the Parkinson
Memorial Secondary School, Jeffrey
Broomes, nevertheless remains hopeful
that he will see students leaving school
with more CXC certificates and the
number of CXC entries moving in an
upward direction.
He was at the time speaking with
members of the press following an
Induction Ceremony held at the school

yesterday for students achieving a pass
rate of 75 per cent in four or more
subject areas. Broomes noted that he
has been working over the last two years
or so, to address a negative situation,
which sees about 60 per cent of students
leaving school with an inadequate
number of certificates.
“When I first came to Parkinson, I did
not like the idea that when I checked the
statistics, and they are there, more than

60 per cent of children were leaving
school every year without a single
certificate and secondly I saw very little
incremental value being added to prove
that they were at Parkinson School.
Since the average mark coming into
Parkinson School was probably
about 45 per cent and the pass
rate for Parkinson for those years before
was 44 per cent 45 per cent,” he
explained.

“What I feel good about [is that] there
are some things that have been put in
place like Easter classes, insistence on
schemes of work so you can teach to a
plan. For the last two years that I have
been here, the pass rate has been 52 to
53 per cent. So I feel comfortable within
myself that something positive is
happening at the school,” Broomes
stated.
CHANGE on Page 2
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Peer Support
Blackman Gollop
Primary School gives back initiative to
ON Monday, the students, staff and
Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) of
the Blackman Gollop
Primary School made
a special presentation
to Keana Banfield to
defray some of the expenses of her medical
treatment.
Keanna, whose sister
is a student of the
Blackman
Gollop
Primary, was presented
with a cheque in the sum
of $1000.00 by students
during the morning’s
full assembly. She also
received a large keepsake bearing the names
of pupils from the upper
school who contributed
to the day’s presentation.
K eana, who is now
back in class at the
Christ Church Girls
School, became very sick
in 2013. The life threatening condition forced
her then and during the
past year, to seek medical treatment abroad.
PTA
President,
Rochelle Lucas, explained during assembly
that the donated money,
which will go into the
Keana Banfield Medical
Support Fund, wa s
mostly raised by the students who gave up their
snack money to assist
Keana. The staff and
PTA also generously
contributed to bring up
the total.

assist students
CHANGE from
Front Page

“I do not think the 60
per cent can be reversed
overnight, (but) the structures being put in place
will hopefully help with
that, especially the Peer
Support (initiative, which
sees) the children helping
each other,” he said, while
giving the current head
girl credit for coming with
the concept behind the
newly
implemented
Parkinson Student Peer
Support Programme,
which was subsequently

endorsed by two teachers
who will assist with the
programme.
The focus, he stressed,
must be on having a pass
rate on average of 50 per
cent, hopefully even 55
per cent at the CXC level.
“We should never have
a situation where children
come right through school
and go home without
being given a chance to
write a single certificate
and it still happens here.
This is something I have
been trying to correct,” the
Principal acknowledged.
(RSM)

Road closure
PTA President at the Blackman Gollop Primary School, Rochelle Lucas, posing
with Keana Banfield following the presentation of a cheque in the sum of $1000
by the students, staff and PTA of the Blackman Gollop Primary.

Extending heartfelt
thanks to all who contributed, mom, Kysha
Banfield-Best, reminded
students to always remember that God will be
there for them no matter
what they may face.
“We are really grateful
for everything that you
have done for us but
what I wanted to remind

you of today is that no
matter how hard things
might seem for you, I
know it seems really difficult sometimes if
mummy or daddy are
sick or you have a little
brother or sister that is
not well… always remember that God is
there for you no matter
what circumstances you

are going through. No
matter how hard it may
seem and no matter how
difficult life can sometimes be, always remember that God loves you,
Jesus loves you and He
will take care of you no
matter what circumstances you are going
through.”
(MG)

THE C.O. Williams
Construction teams will
close both roads at the
junction by Sunbury
Great House leading to
Highway 5 while a
trench is cut for the
Barbados
National
Oilfield
Company
(BNOC) today, Tuesday
January 27, during the
day. Motorists from St.
Philip Parish Church
will divert through
Padmore Village to
Bushy Park and traffic
will flow in the opposite
direction from Bushy
Park through Padmore.
The Transport Board

Service from Oistins to
College Savannah will be
re-routed after 9.30 a.m.
for the balance of the day
which will mean that residents on the Marchfield
Road using the service
will board and disembark at either Six Cross
Roads or Sunbury Great
House for today ONLY.
The C.O. Williams
Construction teams expect to have the carriageway restored by tomorrow night and thank you
for your understanding,
cooperation and kind
consideration as we move
the earth to please.

From left: Blackman Gollop Primary School students, Hannah Sealey, Kimani Archer, Chelsea Watson and Asha Holder, presenting the cheque and keepsake to Keana
Banfield, while her mom, Kysha Banfield-Best, and sister, Elizabeth Best, look on.
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Estwick: Shift in strategy needed ‘Not worried’
MINISTER
of
Agriculture, Food,
Fisheries and Water
Resource
Management,
Dr.
David Estwick, is positing the view that for
the Barbados economy
to get a major boost, it
must shift its strategy.
Dr. Estwick, who is
chairman
of
the
Infrastructure Committee
of Cabinet, is suggesting
that rather than going
after two or three big projects, the focus should instead be on creating a
stimulus programme that
features multiple small to
medium sized projects instead.
Explaining that this is a
position he had already
put to Prime Minister
Freundel Stuart, Estwick
revealed that he has
asked that the Prime
Minister chair the next
meeting of that Cabinet
sub-committee, so they
can sit as a group and try
to shift the strategy
around. He is hopeful that
such a meeting can take
place as early as next
Friday.
“I wanted him to do it
as Prime Minister so that
he would set the tone
going forward for how we
would resolve some of
these issues,” he said as he

Minister of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Water
Resource Management, Dr. David Estwick.

addressed those attending
a St. James South
Constituency Branch
Meeting in Wanstead.
He added, “It is not how
big the project actually is,
it is how many projects
you have creating jobs
that is more important.
Looking for two or three
big projects to pull us out
of the hole is not going to
happen. We are not going
to get the economic spinoff to pull us out the hole.
That is why I’m going to be
advocating very strongly

in that Infrastructure
Committee meeting that
we shift strategy.”
With that in mind,
Estwick explained that
this approach, though new
to Barbados, is not unique,
and was used by Japan
when they realised that 10
years had gone by and
they were still in a recessionary environment and
so needed to re-evaluate
their position. He said that
Japan learnt that coming
out of a recession it is better to seriously concen-

trate on a multitude of
medium to smaller sized
projects that will create a
multiplying effect on the
ground in terms of job creation and by extension
economic activity throughout the economy, to spur
the economy along at a
faster rate.
Meanwhile, Estwick
said while some private
sector projects have been
sluggish in getting
started, Government has
been able to successfully
start some of their own,
including the headquarters of the Barbados Water
Authority and Sanitation
Service
Authority.
Additionally, he said that
the Leachate Treatment
Plant is to commence in a
few weeks and the new
multipurpose sugar factory should break ground
by June or July 2015.
“If I can get those adjustments that I spoke
about executed under the
Prime Minister’s stewardship in the next
Infrastructure Committee
meeting, I am confident
that we will be able to
spur economic activity in
Barbados so that we begin
to contain and spiral
downward this unemployment and job situation
that we have in the country,” he stated. (JRT)

PRIME Minister of St.
Vincent
and
the
Grenadines, Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves, says he is not
worried about the proposed lifting of the five
decade embargo imposed
by the United States on
Cuba.
Speaking briefly to
The
Barbados
Advocate after delivering the Errol Barrow
Memorial Lecture on
Friday
night,
Dr.
Gonsalves opined that
the United States needs
to move “further and
faster” to make this a reality, adding that these
changes could actually
help the region.
“I think it will help us.
I am not worried about
Cuba
taking
our
tourism. I think Cuba
has its own set of
tourists and I think it
would actually help with
more people showing interest in the Caribbean
and I am sure you are
going to have multiple
marketing packages...
Cuba, Barbados, St.
Vincent
and
the
Grenadines. I am not
worried about it.
“People used to say
that the cruise ships
would take away from
stay over. The cruise

ships fuel stay over visitors. We just have to
market ourselves properly,” he said.
It was back in
December that President
Barack Obama announced that diplomatic
relations with Cuba
would be re-established.
President
Obama
called on US Congress to
lift the half-century-old
trade and economic embargo against Cuba.
“In Cuba, we are ending a policy that was long
past its expiration date,”
said Obama in his State
of the Union address.
“When what you’re doing
doesn’t work for 50
years, it’s time to try
something new.”
Part of the ‘deal’ will
not only be easier for
Americans to travel to
Cuba, but it will also be
easier to send money
there.
According to the US
Department of State,
American telecommunications providers, financial institutions and
agricultural companies
will be given more opportunities to do business in
Cuba. Additionally, visitors will be allowed to
spend more and use
credit cards. (JH)

Investment and development required in energy sector
THE local energy sector
is begging for investment
and development.
That is the view of
Minister of Agriculture,
Food, Fisheries and
Water
Resource
Management, Dr. David
Estwick, who said that
once development occurs,
the energy sector will create a new set of opportunities for Barbados.
Moreover, he suggested
that once those opportunities are linked appro-

priately to the other revenue earning sectors, the
country’s competitiveness will improve.
Delivering the feature
address at a Democratic
Labour Party’s St. James
South meeting, the
Minister also took the opportunity to touch on the
issue of natural gas,
given the challenges now
being experienced in that
area. Estwick, who heads
the team negotiating the
natural gas pipeline be-

tween Barbados and
Trinidad, explained that
it has been a struggle
over the last five years to
secure a commercial gas
agreement with the
Government of Trinidad
and Tobago.
“Former
Prime
Minister
David
Thompson took me with
him, we met all the players
from
British
Petroleum, British Gas…
we met all the players
from NGC [National Gas

Company] trying to get
this matter worked out.
Since the time that he appointed me chairman of
that committee, I probably would have had about
nine or ten different trips.
We signed inter-governmental agreements, we
went to host government
agreements, but I can’t
get a commercial gas
agreement,” he lamented.
Estwick said that securing that agreement is
a difficult task, suggest-

ing that there are underlying issues of competitiveness to be hashed out.
“You are in a CARICOM structure, but they
don’t care if you eat or
not. It is a matter of fighting for their own economic space and we have
to fight for ours. My point
is I know we have a lot of
oil and gas out there and
we’ve not been doing
enough to get it out…
That for me, along with a
rejuvenated and ex-

panded tourism sector,
would create opportunities for enhanced competitiveness,” he suggested.
The Minister said that
reduced electricity costs
would bring many opportunities for the Barbados
economy and by extension reduce the cost of living. His comments came
as he explained that
going forward Barbados
must have a balanced energy mix of renewables
and fossil fuels. (JRT)

Sugar cane plant can do more than ‘produce a sweetener’
SUGAR from
Front Page
The Minister further
explained that the funding element has two parts
– the first part being the
value added multipurpose factory and second
the field side, where
money will be earmarked
to bring fallow lands back
into production. He explained that the figure to
rehabilitate those lands
will be around $72 mil-

lion and allow for a fiveyear field upgrade plan to
bring the yields and total
cane production annually
up to 300 000 to 350 000
tonnes of cane per year.
The
Agriculture
Minister’s comments
came as he pointed out
that every field not under
production is undermining the country’s capacity
to produce food domestically. With that in mind,
he explained that moving
to a sugar cane industry

will see Barbados in the
first phase producing
high-end consumption
sugars, sugar for export,
bulk sugar for domestic
consumption, high-end
molasses for the rum industry and 25-megawatts
of electricity annually for
the grid. The second
phase, he added, will be
more along the lines of
bio-medical products, noting that among other
things, the sugar cane
plant is the richest source

of Vitamin B12, cholesterol lowering drugs and
treatment for enlarged
prostate.
“We’ve got our heads
stuck into this colonial
view that all the sugar
cane plant is, is to produce a sweetener, rubbish! What I want to happen now is that the young
biochemists in Barbados,
the young scientists and
so on, take up the challenge and go out there
and start working with

the Government with regards to creating these
value added products
from sugar cane that we
have. I am comfortable
therefore, that once we
can move through phase
one and into phase two,
that will create significant job opportunities for
our young students at the
universities and other
persons,” he added.
Meanwhile, he further
revealed that also to be a
topic of discussion at to-

morrow’s meeting, is that
the
Governance
Committee of Cabinet
has recently approved the
new praedial larceny legislation, and once the full
Cabinet signs off on it,
hopefully at its next
meeting, it will be ready
to go to Parliament.
He said the legislation
will provide certain provisions not currently in law,
such as traceability, certification and penalties.
(JRT)
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Focus on
exporters
EUROPEAN UNIONEconomic Partnership
Agreement
(EPA)
matters are now the
responsibility of the
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, and no
longer the Ministry of
Foreign Trade.
In light of this move,
Minister of Industry,
International Business,
Commerce and Small
Business Development,
Donville Inniss, says that
his Ministry’s intention
is to work very closely
with the European
Commission and the
Caribbean
Export
Development Agency
(Caribbean Export) to
ensure that domestically,
exporters are able to get
more into the European
market.
“Also, in that quest is
the desire for us to ensure
that we do build capacity
and build up the kind of
entities in the commercial
sector in Barbados, and
throughout the Caribbean
that are able to export not
just to the EU but certainly further afield, and
certainly to boost intraregional trade as well. For
too often the discussion
has been about exporting
outside of the region, but I
think we need to do a lot
more as we look at intraregional trade as well.”
His comments came
during the launch of
Caribbean Export’s inaugural awards programme
“Caribbean Exporter of
the Year”, in recognition
of the stellar contribution
made by the region’s exporters to the regional
economy.
Minister Inniss also
commended the initiative,
which is being supported
by the European Union.
He described the partnering of these entities as
very critical in helping the
region develop its business sector.
“I must commend
Pamela Coke-Hamilton
and her team at
Caribbean Export for continuing to be leaders in developing the export sector
in the CARIFORUM region. I don’t think we have
ever had an agency that
has been as vibrant and
visionary as in Caribbean
Export, and certainly the
design of this inaugural
award for ‘Exporter of the

Year’ is one we strongly
commend and support.
“We also thank the
European Commission for
being such a wonderful
partner with Caribbean
Export, and indeed with
us in the OECS and the
Caribbean region on the
whole. They have also lent
of their financial and technical support to help us
develop the various structures that are necessary
for us to be able to build
out an export industry
and to sustain it,” Inniss
pointed out. (TL)

Lashley reveals 16 young businesses
earned over $1M last year; praises YES
OVER $1 million was
earned by 16 young
businesses
passing
through the care of the
Youth Entrepreneurship
Scheme (YES) last year.
This was revealed
by Minister of Sports,
Culture and Youth,
Stephen Lashley, during
his remarks at an event
held over the weekend
at Sky Mall in Haggatt
Hall.
The Minister said that
YES was a significant department within his ministry which had, through
a series of partnerships,
been able to embark on
several meaningful initiatives for young entre-

preneurs.
Stating that 32 jobs
were created last year
through its dynamic
programme, Lashley
disclosed that 16 of the
businesses, which came
though the programme,
earned about 1.37 million
dollars in that year
alone.
He remarked that such
an
accomplishment
spoke to the realisation
that there is “tremendous
opportunity” for young
businesses to be able to
make a significant impact on the economy,
adding that “there is a
[significant] amount of
activity so to speak going

on in Barbados, in relation to entrepreneurship”.
He further said that
the Ministry under his
charge would be working
closely this year with
the Ministry of Small
Business Development to
devise a series of policies
and legislation “upon
which this sector can
grow”, adding that more
would be revealed on
that matter in due
course.
It was reported at the
end of last year that efforts to revise the Small
Business Act and create
an Entrepreneurship
Policy for Barbados were

moving ahead steadily
and that by the beginning of the next financial
year the draft of those
two documents should be
available.
Word of this came from
Selma Green, the head of
YES, as she revealed that
the organisation was
doing its part to help
create a regulatory and
legislative framework to
promote entrepreneurship in this country.
The Government entity
was established to promote youth empowerment and development
through the setting up of
sustainable micro and
small businesses. (RS)

From left: Charge d’Affaires, Delegation of the European Union to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, Silvia Kofler; Minister of
Industry, International Business, Commerce and Small Business Development, Donville Inniss; and Executive Director of Caribbean
Export, Pamela Coke-Hamilton, during the launch of Caribbean Export’s inaugural awards programme ‘Caribbean Exporter of the Year’.

Region’s exporters to be recognised at inaugural awards
THE Caribbean Export
Development Agency
(Caribbean Export) is
aiming to strengthen an
export culture in the
CARIFORUM region by
recognising outstanding
exporters.
Yesterday, the Agency
launched its inaugural
awards programme,
“Caribbean Exporter of
the Year”, which will
recognise those firms
that are successfully exporting as evidenced by
their export volumes, the
diversity of their exports
markets and the use of
sound export strategies
and actions plans.
This was disclosed
by Executive Director
of Caribbean Export,
Pamela Coke-Hamilton,
who acknowledged that
regional exporters have

played a significant role
in strengthening our
economies, generating
foreign exchange, creating employment opportunities and representing to
the rest of the world that
the Caribbean is synonymous with excellence.
“If we look at the fact
that and if we accept that
exports are the engine of
economic growth, then it
means that our exporters
are the drivers, mechanics, conductors and the
people who enable longterm sustained economic
development,” she said.
The Executive Director
recalled that total
CARIFORUM exports
in 2013 were estimated
to be US$51 billion and
the average contribution
of exports to GDP was
17 per cent for goods and

36 per cent for services.
“That tells you the importance of exports to our
economies,” she stressed.
“At this period in our
region’s history, where
economic growth is projected to be marginal for
2015, Caribbean Export
believes in the power that
exporters have to contribute to sustainable
growth. Now is the time
to support our exporters
and assist them to expand
further, because in so
doing, we are not only
helping a firm increase its
bottom line, but moreover
we are impacting the
economic well-being of
our entire region and our
people.”
The
Caribbean
Exporter of the Year
Awards will take place in
April on the final day of

the Third CARIFORUMEU Business Forum in
Jamaica. Coke-Hamilton
went on to acknowledge
that Caribbean Export
envisions that winners
will gain significant
recognition, signalling
to current and potential
buyers, customers, investors and other stakeholders that they are
market leaders and successful businesspersons.
She also revealed that
the three categories covered by these awards are:
Green exporters – those
who have invested in
green technologies and
integrated renewable energy solutions into their
operations; the Youth –
celebrating and highlighting the achievement of
young exporters to the
region; and Female ex-

porters – as the Agency
has always supported
female entrepreneurs in
a number of activities
ranging from their participation in trade missions,
business and export
development training,
and through the Direct
Assistance
Grant
Scheme.
“By deliberately including these three categories
into the awards programme, we know that
we will influence not only
the economic landscape,
but also the social and environmental fabric of our
region,” she expressed.
The Agency’s launch of
the Awards is being supported by the European
Union as part of the 10th
EDF Regional Private
Sector Development
Programme. (TL)

The Barbados Advocate

Tuesday January 27, 2015 • 5

Senator gives programme thumbs up
PARLIAMENTARY
SECRETARY in the
Ministry of Tourism,
Senator
Irene
Sandiford-Garner, is
lauding the creation
of
the
National
Centennial Hall of
Fame programme.
Describing it as no less
than “brilliant”, she congratulated the brains
behind it, stressing that
it was time that such an
initiative was put in place

to honour these elders.
“I felt that it was long
overdue and that the centenarians in this island,
while they are feted by
visits by the Governor
General, but after that
there is nothing more
done for them and there
is no more recognition,
and now to see that you
have structured a programme which gives
sustainability in maintaining the profile of

centenarians in this
country, then it deserves
some type of congratulations,” she stated.
Sandiford-Garner
made the comments on
Saturday evening at the
Garrison’s Main Guard,
during the induction ceremony of her relative,
Joseph Thomas Greaves,
into the Hall of Fame.
She echoed statements
made by her colleague
James Paul, who stressed

that the island’s status as
having the second highest number of centenarians per capita should be
highlighted within the
tourism industry.
“We are incredibly
blessed country... We
have to be doing something right and that
is why I do believe that
the presence of so many
centenarians warrants
some type of incorporation into our marketing

and promotional activities,” she stated.
Sandiford-Garner admitted that this had been
recognised and was being
discussed in that department.
“It is a unique feature;
just like some of our
beaches are unique, our
centenarians are as precious and as valuable as
our sea and our sand – a
precious and valuable
commodity,” she added.

“I promise that in the
Tourism Ministry, I will
keep the idea alive, because I believe that it is
worthwhile. This element
of our product, the export
product Barbados, has
to go one step further
to be incorporated into
our complete marketing
strategy because I do believe that we will accrue
significant benefits from
doing so,” she enthused.
(JMB)

Write our stories
on history’s page,
urges Lashley
By Kerri Gooding
MINISTER of Culture,
Sports and Youth, Stephen
Lashley, is beseeching
more persons, young and
old, to write our heritage.
He was delivering remarks at the time during
the official book launch of
‘From London to Ilaro
Court: A Dream Cut
Short’, “a family biography” of the late Hon.
David Thompson, penned
by his mother Margaret
Knight.
Hailing the book “a significant development” as
he addressed the audience
of persons comprising
friends and family members as well as colleagues
of the late Prime Minister,
Lashley asserted, “I believe it is important for us
to have writings of our history and our characters,
who have played an important role in the history
of Barbados.”
However, he lamented,
“I believe not enough persons are spending the
time to write about their
own contribution to national life and national

development.”
Admittedly, he said that
such writings are arduous,
but he deemed them crucial.
He said, “It is indeed
tough work to spend the
time to write about significant occurrences in one’s
country. I believe though,
that these writings are important to tell the story
about actual events, circumstances that would
have caused some indelible impression upon the
lives and times of persons
who would have served
in the very high office of
Prime Minister.”
Therefore, in addition to
imploring established and
seasoned writers as well
as mature citizens, he also
challenged the youth saying, “I also believe that our
young people ought to be
encouraged to do more
writing and of course to do
more reading, and I hope
that this book, written in
the manner that it has
been written, a very userfriendly way, can find
its way in our primary
schools, in our secondary
schools, [and] indeed our

Author and mother of the late Hon. David Thompson, Margaret Knight (left), presents a copy of the officially
launched book ‘From London to Ilaro Court: A Dream Cut Short’ to his widow, Mara Thompson, on Sunday at
Almond Bay.

tertiary institutions.”
Though lauding the
efforts of some to date,
on Sunday evening at
Almond Bay in Hastings,
he still made a plea for
more to tell their stories.
He said, “One of the important developments in
Barbados, certainly over
the past five years, has

been that some of our
more developed, some of
our more senior persons,
who have had their own
experiences in their own
particular fields of endeavour, have dared to
write journals and books
about their experiences,
and some about others;
and I think that that

should be encouraged because it offers to my view,
one of the missing links as
we reflect on the importance of ensuring that our
heritage is also influenced
by significant writings.”
With
this
newly
launched book, the
Minister encouraged all to
reflect on their own con-

tributions to Barbados
likewise, and to make
their contribution because
as he posited, “Writings to
my view that are done by
persons who themselves
have personal experiences
to tell, are often important
as we look at the history of
Barbados, written in so
many ways.”

Restaurants called on to promote local foods
BUSINESSES must look
to capitalise on the fact
that this island has the
most centenarians in the
Western Hemisphere.
Chief Executive Officer
of
the
Barbados
Agricultural Society,
James Paul, highlighted
that restaurants especially, should seek to use
this fact as a marketing
tool and create menus
based on local foods that

many of the older population have credited with
giving them long life.
“When we open new
restaurants now, it seems
as though colonisation
has robbed us of our ingenuity, our ability to take
ourselves to the world,”
he lamented, stating that
there were many local
foods that could be promoted in such establishments.

“We need the type of
businesses in this country who can capitalise on
the fact that Barbados is
producing a more than
abnormal number of centenarians and those businesses can at least look
at what centenarians
have been eating over the
years and promote them
and build a new type of
restaurant that when visitors come here, they are

more willing to embrace
them and not only that
but market them abroad,”
the MP for St. Michael
West added.
Paul cried shame on
the fact that a local entrepreneur has started to
manufacture sweet potato fries from the local
crop, but could not get
any fast food restaurant
to add them to their
menus.

“Why is it that in this
country today that we are
ashamed to tell a visitor,
‘Come and have some
breadfruit cou-cou or
yams’? We grew up on
that! You know what we
brag about when the
fellas ready, ‘Oh, let’s pull
out some caviar that I got
out of Europe specially
ordered.’ This is what is
happening today and if
we are as proud of our

centenarians as we say
we are, why do we not
show this pride?” he exclaimed.
He made the call while
delivering the feature
address during the induction ceremony of centenarian Joseph Thomas
Greaves into the National
Centennial Hall of Fame
on Saturday evening at
the Main Guard of the
Garrison. (JMB)
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Change needed in school system
CURRICULUM reform
and a focus on how
technology is used in
teaching and learning
were two of the suggestions made by
Professor Andrew
Downes, to bring
about reform and to
upgrade the local
school system.
Delivering the feature
address on Saturday at
the Erdiston Teachers’
Training College graduation ceremony, the Pro
Vice Chancellor, Planning
and Development with
the Office of Planning
and Development at the
University of West Indies,
suggested that this
change was needed.
“I would argue that it
would require some degree of creative destruction of the education and
training system, that is
in terms of curriculum reform, how we deal with
pedagogy, how we deal
with assessment methods, how we deal with the
transition arrangements
from one level of the education system to another.”
He also told the audience that there is a significant degree of wastage
in the school system that
needs to be addressed.

Pro Vice Chancellor, Planning and Development with
the Office of Planning and Development at the
University of West Indies, Andrew Downes addressing Saturday’s graduation ceremony.

Sharing some of the
areas of concern with persons in the Lloyd Erskine

Sheldyne Ramsay receiving an award for her outstanding performance in the In-Service Certificate in
Early Childhood Education, Care and Development.

Sandiford
Centre,
Downes spoke of the degree of absenteeism in

CSEC examinations.
Referring to the January
2014 exam as an example, he said that in the
English A exam, over 16
per cent of the persons
were absent, while for
mathematics, 18 per cent
of the persons were absent.
He noted that this suggests “that we are paying
for something that people
are not turning up [for],
and which is a significant
waste in my particular
view as an economist”.
Downes also highlighted as another area of
concern, the “relatively
low” figures of registration in the Science Technology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM)
areas, which is one of the
areas currently being
pushed.
Meanwhile, stating he
does not have the figures
for Barbados, he voiced
concern while sharing
data from a Caribbean
Examination Council’s
report for the region
which indicates that “the
average pass rate for the
Caribbean for the past
decade or so for English A
was 59 per cent, and for
mathematics it was 37
per cent”. (MG)

Trudy Alleyne receiving her award for an overall outstanding performance in the In-Service Certificate in
Special Needs Education.

Janine Pierre accepting her award from Minister of
Education, Ronald Jones (not shown).

George Bushell receiving an award for an overall
outstanding performance in the Vocational
Teachers' Training Programme in Adult Education.
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SJPP meets objectives
By Patricia Thangaraj

THE Samuel Jackman
achieved its objectives
in becoming successful
in developing courses
in renewable energy
for interested students
entering that College.
This is coming from
Principal, Hector Belle,
who spoke recently at the
Launching Ceremony for
Renewable Energy Education at the College.
He said that 22 months
ago, the Senior Technical
Officer at the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS), Dr. Linda
Cooke, outlined what
these leadership programmes must entail.
This included the joint
roles of organisations such
as
the
Caribbean
Association of National
Training
Agencies
(CANTA), the Association
of Caribbean Tertiary
Institutions Inc. and
CEFE, in aiding in the development of leadership
initiatives, whereby students could develop requisite technical and voca-

tional educational and
training.
One of the major requirements of the initiative was to ensure that the
SJPP was able to meet the
timelines laid out in the
programme, which they
were successful in doing,
and hence, they were able
to forge this learning partnership with the Canadian based, Sault College.
There were other requirements that the
College had to meet, and
they forged ahead to meet
them, one of which was an
analysis of the labour market that would play a pivotal role in how they went
about structuring the programmes, he said.
“We first set out our expectations in the submission of our institution profile. These can be summarised as obtaining pertinent labour market information, which can be
articulated in a needs
analysis to guide us in
that process to develop a
curriculum. Ensure that
our graduates possess the
relevant skills and compe-

tencies needed by employers.”
Belle said that their ultimate aim is to make sure
that these young persons
are equipped with the required knowledge and
skills to successfully enter
and secure a job in today’s
market.
“The ultimate goal is to
make education and training more responsive, applied and demand driven,
in order to equip learners
for today’s jobs and those
emerging. The development of partnerships with
industries and other support organisations and
staff training were recognised as being critical to
this process, along with
the procurement of and
use of leading edge technology.”
He added that they have
exceeded their expectations, which included the
development of a demand
driven TVET curriculum
and a careers analysis
based on the National
Vocational Qualification
(NVQ) and Caribbean
Vocational Qualification

Official funeral for Sir
Harcourt Lewis on Saturday
THE late Sir Harcourt
Lewis, former senior public servant and Cabinet
Minister, will be accorded
an official funeral this
Saturday, January 31.
The service of thanksgiving will take place at
Bethel Methodist Church,
Bay Street, St. Michael,
beginning at 10.00 a.m.,
and will be followed by
the interment at Coral
Ridge Memorial Gardens,
The Ridge, Christ
Church.
The service is open to
members of the public.
Persons will have an opportunity to pay their respects and sign condolence books prior to
Saturday’s official funeral
service at several locations.
Today, Tuesday, January 27, a condolence
book will be placed in the
lobby of the Parliament
Buildings, from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
On Thursday, January
29, the body will repose
at the Barbados Public
Workers’ Cooperative
Credit Union Limited,
Belmont Road, St. Michael, from 10:00 a.m. to
1.00 p.m.

A viewing will also be
held that same day at the
National Union of Public
Workers, Dalkeith Road,
St. Michael, from 2:00 to
6:00 p.m.
On Friday, January 30,
the body will also repose

at the Democratic Labour
Party Headquarters,
George Street, Belleville,
St. Michael, from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Sir Harcourt passed
away on January 13 at
the age of 82. (KH/BGIS)

Skeletal remains
discovered
POLICE are investigating the discovery of skeletal remains found at
Grants Bay, St. Peter,
near Foster’s Fun Land
on January 25, 2015.
About 12:40 p.m., a
group of persons were

hiking in that area, when
they discovered the
human remains.
Investigations are on
going to establish the
gender, the identity of the
person, and the cause of
death.

Immigration Department
to re-open today
THE Immigration Department, Wharf Road,
Bridgetown, will re-open
today, Tuesday, January
27, after its early closure
yesterday as a result of
an environmental prob-

lem in the area.
Persons who had appointments today are
asked to call the Department tomorrow at 4344150 to schedule a new
appointment. (JS/BGIS)

(CVQ), among other
things.
“I can report that our expectations were surpassed
in that we have achieved
the following: Developed a
demand driven TVET curriculum including occupational standards and sample lesson plans and learning material to facilitate
the programme; increase
the skills of the managers
to lead and manage the
programme; developed an
occupational analysis and
standard for submission
for NVQ/CVQ approval
and established methods
and strategies for sustainable institutional linkages
with the industry.”

Guyanese national
charged with
drug offences
MEMBERS of the Drug
Squad have arrested and
charged Ryon Marlon
George 28 year old
Guyanese national for the
following offences: Two
counts of Possession of cocaine; Two counts of
Possession with intent to
supply; Two counts of
Trafficking; and Importation of cocaine.
Ryon George is a crew
member on board a cargo
ship which arrived in
Barbados on January 15,
2015. On Thursday, 22nd
January, an operation by

members of the Drug
Squad led to the seizure
of a haversack containing
a quantity of cocaine, on a
jetty at Checker Hall, St.
Lucy. Further investigations led to the arrest of
George.
On Saturday, January
24th, a search of the ship
discovered 10 packages of
cocaine.
Total weight
19.6 kgs, approximate
value $980 000
George was to appear at
the Oistins Magistrates
Court yesterday Monday
January 26, 2015.

BRA locations closing early tomorrow
THE Barbados Revenue
Authority has advised
that its collection centres
at the Pine, St. Michael;
Treasury
Building,
Bridgetown; Weymouth
Corporate Centre, Roebuck Street, St. Michael;
Northern Business Centre, Speightstown, St.

Peter; Warrens Tower II,
Warrens, St. Michael; and
Southern Plaza, Oistins,
Christ Church, will be
closed for business at 1:00
p.m. tomorrow, Wednesday, January 28, to facilitate a staff meeting.
All other sections of the
Authority will close at 1:30

p.m. on that day.
The offices will re-open
on Thursday, January 29,
at the regular scheduled
times.
The Barbados Revenue
Authority has apologised
for any inconvenience this
closure may cause.
(BRA/BGIS)
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‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’

Editorial

A community
intervention
ANOTHER dire health message has been released – one that should resonate with every
member in society. That there has been an increase in the rate of non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) is undeniable; much coverage has been
devoted to this in the last few years. What is
striking is the ages of those affected are dropping
even further. Isn’t it alarming to hear that there
are at least three strokes every two days, 14 to
20 heart attacks each month; and people in their
20s and 30s suffering from strokes?
This has gone past the stage of a wake-up call;
it is now a national crisis and must be dealt with
as such. It is critical when children under 15 are
presenting with traditionally adult conditions:
high blood pressure, high cholesterol and obesity.
It must be seen as a watershed moment when
almost half the population – 120 000 – is at the
pre-diabetic stage with a confirmed 40 000 having diabetes.
Somehow the messages of good health care
and exercise tips are getting lost in translation.
And there have been no shortage of incentives,
either in the form of the various exercise
challenges or dietary changes that are publicised every year, or schools, which have been
advocating healthy food choices.
A large part of the problem comes from a
modernised diet that has strayed from traditional influences. As a tourist destination,
Barbados ensures our guests a variety of food to
satisfy any palate, as well we should. Somewhere
along the line, that has parlayed into a change
on the plates of Barbadians, and with more
disposable income the average citizen can afford to avoid or reduce cooking and eat out
instead, where appetites dictate unhealthy
choices.
It is really boils down to an equation which is
not balanced. To secure local farmers a livelihood, we should purchase more local foods and
groundfare, which in turn is better for our health
and agricultural sector, which in turn reduces
the burden the state faces with food importation
and free/heavily subsidised health services.
How then do we get persons onboard with both
dietary and exercise changes? A grassroots, community-based approach is one way to ensure
that not only the message reaches its target but
practical steps are taken to combat high NCD
levels. It can be the subject of outreach programmes by the church to its flock; or addressed
and tackled at parent teacher conferences; or
even through fitness days held among various
clubs children and parents are involved in.
Everyone needs to be talking about this,
especially affected persons, in a way that is nonjudgmental yet consequential.
Ultimately, it is a very personal and sensitive
topic to convince citizens that they are at serious
risk of future health challenges or even of being
a burden to the state. A community intervention
has the benefit of using persons familiar with
NCD patients who are able to apply positive
peer pressure or moral support to effect the right
changes.
Government has instituted several public service announcements to sensitise Barbadians to
the realities of health in our modern times. The
issue is not one of dissemination; it is one of action. How we choose to act based on the knowledge acquired will determine the kind of nation
we bequeath to our descendants.

No time to ignore
By Janelle Husbands

WHAT if global warming
is a big hoax and we create
a better world for nothing?
I came across this
yesterday, in a cartoon
online which poked fun at
the many climate change
deniers.
Would it really be that
bad if we cleaned up our
act? Achieve energy
independence, preserve
rainforests, develop green
jobs, liveable cities, clean
water and have healthy
children? Wouldn’t we all
stand to benefit in the long
run?
The short answer to that
is no. We don’t all stand to
benefit. There are many
persons who capitalise on
practices that are harmful
to the environment and as
crass as it may seem,
money talks.
The reality is, mankind
has adopted some practices that are making our
way of life unsustainable.

The real problem is when
we have persons that
should know better who do
not recognise the importance of creating the necessary policy framework
to implement change, then
we will have a serious
problem in the not so
distant future.
Over the weekend a
presidential hopeful, while
being interviewed on a
major news network,
stated that the US should
do nothing to stop climate
change.
“Is there anything the
United States can do
about it? Clearly, no.
Everything that is being
considered by the United
States will have almost –
well, not almost, but zero
impact on it given what’s
going on in the rest of the
world.”
Herein lies a problem.
While there are millions
of people who are lobbying
for change, there are many
in influential places, who

(a) Do not believe that
there is a problem and (b)
Believe that if there were
a problem, there is nothing that can be done to fix
it.
For many of us in developing countries who are
already feeling the effects
of climate change, and
with areas in the North
seeing the destruction of
ice shelves, it is even more
bizarre that some persons
just ignore this data as if it
doesn’t exist. Certainly the
intensity of unseasonal
storms, super cells and
other unusual phenomena
should be more than
enough to get the naysayers’ attention.
A few months ago, head
of the power company here
made the bold assertion
that Barbados could be a
leader in renewable energy and we could be a
shining example which
others
can
follow.
Ironically where one potential world leader is of

the view that nothing can
be done, here in Barbados,
we are demonstrating that
not only can it be done, but
that it is being done. Small
island developing states
like Barbados are at risk,
particularly as it relates
to sea level rise and food
insecurity as a result of a
reduction in yield and extreme weather phenomenon. We have a lot to lose.
Led by Government,
there are many companies
on the island that are
making
tremendous
strides in renewable energy and are attracting
many Barbadians who not
only recognise the savings
that can be accrued in the
long run, but also the impact that they are having
an impact on the preservation of the environment.
The incentives have already been put in place,
now is the time for
Barbados to see ourselves
as leaders in renewable
energy application.

Russia defiant after more
threats from West over Ukraine
MOSCOW – Russian officials struck a defiant note
yesterday after Western
leaders threatened to further punish Moscow for
escalated fighting in eastern Ukraine over the
weekend, arguing that the
Ukrainian government is
responsible for the latest
increase in violence.
In televised comments
after a meeting with students in St. Petersburg,
President Vladimir Putin
said that the Ukrainian
leadership was at fault for
the uptick in violence and
accused it of using civilians as “cannon fodder” in
the conflict.
“(Ukraine’s army) is not
even an army, it’s a foreign
legion, in this case a foreign NATO legion,” Putin
said. “They have totally
different goals, connected
to the geopolitical containment of Russia, which absolutely do not coincide
with the national interests of the Ukrainian people.”
NATO
Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg
dismissed the claim and
accused Russia of sending

large numbers of heavy
weapons to the rebels. “We
have seen a substantial
increase in the flow of
equipment from Russia to
the separatists in
Ukraine,” he said.
The confrontational
rhetoric came in the wake
of Western threats that
Russia would face further
sanctions for its actions in
east Ukraine, where 30
people were killed by
rocket fire in the coastal
city of Mariupol on
Saturday. There was no
fighting in Mariupol on
Monday but Donetsk, the
main rebel stronghold,
was wracked by artillery
explosions throughout the
day.
Putin’s stance was
echoed by Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov,
who said during a press
conference in Moscow that
the tragedy in Mariupol
was being manipulated to
“whip up anti-Russian
hysteria” in the West.
Lavrov argued that the
rebel offensive came in response to continuous
shelling of residential
areas by Ukrainian

troops.
“To expect that they (the
rebels) would simply reconcile themselves to being
bombed would be naive,”
he said. “They started to
act... with the goal of destroying Ukrainian army
positions being used to
shell populated areas.”
The Russian currency
weakened on news of possible sanctions early yesterday, tumbling by more
than 3 percent to 65.7 to
the dollar from 63.7.
Russia’s economy has
been hit hard by existing
Western sanctions and
plummeting oil prices, and
the ruble has already lost
about half its value in the
past year.
While sanctions are set
to expire this summer,
President Barack Obama
said
Sunday
that
Washington would work
with its European partners to “ratchet up the
pressure on Russia” in response to the latest violence. EU foreign ministers will hold an extraordinary session on Thursday
to discuss the situation in
Ukraine.
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At least 5,100 people
have been killed in eastern Ukraine since fighting began in April, but violence this week was the
most intense since a
cease-fire deal was signed
in September.
Mariupol, a strategic
port city on the Black Sea
still controlled by
Ukrainian forces, has
been a symbolic bulwark
against the separatist advance that if captured by
the rebels would give
them a land corridor to
Russia-controlled Crimea.
The city had been relatively quiet for months before Saturday’s attack.
The Organisation for
Security and Co-operation
in Europe’s monitoring
mission in east Ukraine
has said the Grad and
Uragan rockets that hit
Mariupol were fired from
areas under rebel control.
Separatist leaders initially announced that they
had begun an offensive on
the city, but quickly backtracked and blamed
Ukraine for the carnage
after the extent of civilian
casualties became known.
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Reality show gets thumbs up from culture minister
THE twelve-week reality television series
Bank on Me, produced by Blue Waters
Productions, has been lauded as a
successful initiative by Minister of Sports,
Youth and Culture, Stephen Lashley.
Sharing his remarks at an exhibition of
the businesses participating in the show,
which took place last Saturday at Sky
Mall, Haggatt Hall, Lashley said that to
his mind, the show has already been a hit
among Barbadian audiences and that its
producer should be encouraged to take it

“to further heights”.
The minister stated that the show
provides vital television content and that,
given its popularity, also has the potential
to take the Barbadian television art form
to other markets, thus encouraging
valuable foreign exchange into the
country.
“This is the kind of development of
which we can be proud because we are on
the cusp of proclaiming the Cultural
Industries Development Act next month

and this show would qualify as a cultural
project and therefore entitled to be
considered for those incentives which are
under the [Act],” he noted.
The Culture Minister posited that
under the legislation, there is a large
section which speaks to incentives for the
film sector in particular. He said that those
incentives have already sparked the
interest of not only Barbadian producers,
but international film producers who are
looking to do television and film

production in the country.
Furthermore, he revealed that over the
last two years, a media department within
the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth
has been editing raw footage which comes
through Barbados from a number of major
movie production houses.
“That footage is edited in Barbados,
pulled together and repackaged for export
and the earning of foreign exchange
has been seen as one of the benefits of it.”
(RS)

Columbus celebrates
Errol Barrow Day
in family fashion
ON the day that Barbadians proudly
celebrated one of our greatest social
activists and leaders, the Honourable
Errol Barrow, for the huge impact
he made to the country and its
people, it was fitting that Columbus
Barbados celebrated its most
important asset – its employees – the
ones who make the biggest impact in
the telecoms landscape in Barbados
to date.
Managing Director Niall Sheehy said,
“Staff development is an important, longterm policy of Columbus and our people
are our most valuable asset. In addition
to providing comprehensive training to
our staff, we are committed to building a
harmonious workplace and enabling our
employees to strike a good balance
between work and leisure. This year’s
Family Fun Day was the first we’ve ever
held of its kind and it allowed every
participant to embrace the culture of the
team and the feeling of family.
“Our first-ever Family Fun Day brought
our employees together to reinforce that
while we work
hard together, we play hard together,
but can only do so when we rely on and
support each other and those who support
us – that’s what makes us a very special
company. So we take this very special day,
January 21, to not only celebrate one the
greatest Prime Ministers of Barbados
Errol Barrow, but to take what he stood
for – his policy of inclusion and
development – and live it though our
staff,” he added.
The atmosphere at Banks Playing Field
in Wildey, St. Michael attracted more than
300 employees and their families where it
was both festive and lively with jumping
tents, rock climbing and face painting for
the children and children at heart,
friendly competition in sports like cricket,
dominoes and football for the adults, and
lots of food, drinks and laughter.
Human Resources Manager Mrs. Paula
Walcott said,“We at Columbus constantly
strive to promote a healthy lifestyle and
an optimum work-life balance for our
people. Our team not only spent a
wonderful break with their families but
also benefited from the games to
strengthen bonding between them and
their colleagues in order to boost overall
team spirit. It’s on special days like this
that we celebrate the excellent culture
we share as a team.”

Cricket was very enjoyable. INSET: Football was also part of the activities.

Broadway to Barbados returns
‘QEH 25K Plus Club and Friends’ giving back to Hospital
SINCE 2013, the Broadway to Barbados
Charitable Trust has been pursuing a
private sector initiative within Barbados
for the purposes of providing new
diagnostic and monitoring equipment
to the Richie Haynes Medical Intensive
Care Unit (MICU) at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH).
However, once the MICU phase is
completed, the Trust will be pursuing
other initiatives which are considered
critical to the enhancement of acute
medical care to all residents in
Barbados, revealed Chairman of the
Trust, Robert Bourque.

As part of their effort in seeking
participation from corporate entities,
associations or groups; the Trust has
initiated the “QEH 25K Plus Club and
Friends”.
Speaking at the press conference to
launch of this year’s “Broadway to
Barbados” stage performance, Bourque
said that any project donor who makes
a commitment of BDS$5 000/$10
000/$20 000 annually, for the next five
years, will be identified as a Club
Member and will ultimately be
recognised by way of a plaque to be
erected in the QEH.

“Participation in this manner by
donors will serve to better facilitate our
on-going planning of priority needs of
the QEH, in order to assist hospital staff
in providing efficient quality critical care
to anymore in need,” he indicated.
In 2013, the Broadway to Barbados
Charitable Trust donated a portable
ultrasound machine to the Medical
Intensive Care Unit. The Unit also
received 11 electrical intensive care
beds, 11 clinical carts, nine cardiac
monitors, two transport monitors, one
ECG machine, one defibrillator and 11
intravenous poles. (TL)
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US works to
ease Caribbean
dependence on
Venezuelan oil
MIAMI – A decade-long
addiction to oil subsidised by
Venezuela may be coming to an
end for several Caribbean
nations, with a nudge from the
United States.
Fears that falling oil prices
could knock the wheels off the
already wobbly economy of oildependent Venezuela have
sparked apparent interest in
alternatives to Petrocaribe, a
trade program created by the late
President Hugo Chavez that has
kept the region dependent on the
South American country for
energy.
Evidence of that interest will
be on display yesterday as
Caribbean leaders converge in
Washington for the first
Caribbean Energy Security
Summit, hosted by Vice
President Joe Biden. Plans for
the event have been in the works
for months, but with oil recently
falling to below $50 a barrel, a
sense of urgency has emerged
given Venezuela’s increasingly
precarious situation.
“It’s absolutely the case that
the economic situation has
deteriorated for Venezuela and
therefore the risk has gone up
for all of these countries,” said
David Goldwyn, an energy
consultant and former State
Department special envoy who
has been involved in organising
the summit.
All the countries of the region,
except Cuba, are expected to
participate in closed talks that
will involve Biden and other US
officials
as
well
as
representatives of the European
Union, the UN, and multilateral
financing agencies such as the
World Bank and Inter-American
Development Bank.
The focus will be on exploring
ways to help Caribbean countries
convert diesel-powered energy
plants to natural gas and
increase use of other alternative
energy sources. Such moves
would reduce the nearly
complete dependence on oil that
has made energy expensive in
the region and created the
opening for Venezuela in the first
place.
In practical terms, the summit
is intended to offer technical
assistance, help obtaining
financing and advice on
regulatory changes that can
attract investment, said an
official with the vice president’s
office involved in the event.
The word “Venezuela” may not
even get mentioned, but it will be
on everyone’s minds.“These folks
are in a situation where
Petrocaribe is not as sweet of a
deal as it used to be,” said the
official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the private,
multilateral talks in Washington.

SOTIC to be held in October
THE date
has
been
announced
for
the
Caribbean
Tourism
Organisation’s (CTO) State
of the Industry Conference
(SOTIC) 2015.
The region’s leading tourism
forum, will be hosted from
October 21- 23, 2015 in Curacao
to address the biggest concerns
and opportunities for Caribbean
tourism.
“We are very pleased to have
Curaçao as our host in October
and we look forward to the
excellent Dutch Caribbean
hospitality and experience which
Curaçao offers to our regional

and international delegates,”
says Hugh Riley, the CTO’s
secretary general.“This year the
conference will rise to a new
level, with the involvement of
the UN World Tourism
Organisation and the World
Travel and Tourism Council.The
roster of speakers will be
impressive, to say the least.”
According to Riley, there are
greater benefits to the
conference beyond the intense
dialogue on the latest trends and
challenges in global tourism.
“Just as important as the
depth of the dialogue at SOTIC,
is affording our member

countries the chance to showcase
their tourism product to
international and regional
audiences. It also injects tourism
revenue directly into their
economies through our delegates
visiting restaurants, attractions,
hotels and shopping centres,
which is a major objective for us
when planning these initiatives,”
he adds.“For that reason, special
partner packages for SOTIC are
being arranged in Curaçao.”
According to its release, the
CTO and Curaçao have already
begun planning a programme
that will include current issues –
some controversial and vexing –

as well as opportunities for
substantially enhancing the
Caribbean’s tourism sector.
“We are very focused on restrategising our tourism
industry so we have been
participating very actively in the
CTO conferences. Organising
and hosting SOTIC is a positive
sign that we are coming up with
new strategies for our industry,”
said Stanley Palm, Curaçao’s
minister
of
economic
development, the government
ministry responsible for tourism.
“We are very multi-cultural and
we will definitely try to show
that during the conference.”

Caribbean Cyber Security Centre Co-Founder, Deon Olton speaking with students at Welches Primary School.

Think before you click, surf
THE Internet could be an
amazing place – its where you
find great ways to keep in touch
with your friends and family, play
games and access resources.
However, it can also be a very
dangerous place.
That was the warning Class 3
students at Welches Primary
School received from the
principals of the Caribbean Cyber
Security Centre (CCSC) with
their Think Click Surf
programme, sponsored by FLOW.
The aim of Think Click Surf is to
help children of all ages, parents
and teachers to identify online
danger and how to handle the
threat. CCSC Co-Founder, Deon
Olton noted that, “The World
Wide Web is a place where our
youth can be led astray or
harmed, but if used correctly, it
can open up the gateway to access
information and technology to
further develop learning and
education. What is extremely
important for parents or
guardians, teachers and
principals to know and

understand is that their children
are entering those gateways.
Whether it’s through on-line video
games or social media sites like
Facebook or Twitter, or even just
doing research for homework –
it’s very easy for them.
“There is no stopping our
children – it’s not the future, it’s
now. Our only weapon of defence
to protect our children is to teach
them and yourself what to look
out for online. The same way we
once taught our children not to
talk to strangers, the warning
remains the same. The only
difference is the ways and means
to warn them. That’s where we,
CCSC with FLOW, come in,” he
added.
Vice president of sales,
marketing and communications,
Shelly Ann Hee Chung said, “As
Barbados and the region expand
our ICT footprint, it is important
that we also acknowledge the
countless internet risk and
threats facing our children while
accessing the many digital
platforms at their disposal. From

online sexual predators, cyber
criminals and other cyber-related
risks, we must ensure the online
protection of our most valuable
assets, our children.”
Furthermore, “It is even more
important that we as parents,
caregivers, educators, understand
these dangers and ensure that we
take a responsible, proactive
approach in protecting our kids.”
“There are many tools available
to parents but the question
remains: Do we know about them
and, even more, do we use it? This
is why, Columbus partnership
with the Caribbean Cyber
Security Centre’s THINK,
CLICK, SURF programme, is
designed to ensure that youth,
parents, guardians and teachers
are armed with the knowledge of
how to use the internet safely and
responsibly. Even the shows our
kids look at on TV – not all
programmes are suitable for
every audience, especially
children.
“In a recent survey conducted
by Flow, we recognise that 95 per

cent of our customer base are
either unaware or do not use the
parental control feature, which is
available free of charge to all Flow
video customers. This feature
allows parents to manage their
kid’s television viewing habits as
you can restrict access not only by
programme rating or channel, but
also by specific days of the week
and time of the day,” she
explained.
In addition,“Parents may want
to restrict viewing of TV during
the week, or only between certain
periods in the day. Flow’s
advanced parental control service
gives parents that peace of mind
with the features available. So the
access is there. But the more
critical question is: Do we use it?”
Additional information on
FLOW’s Parental Control service
as well as our other advanced
services is available on
www.discoverflow.co or on Flow
Barbados Facebook page. For
more information on the Think
Click Surf programme visit
http://www.thinkclicksurf.com/.
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Pine Hill Dairy seeing
reduced energy costs

Misdirected
education spend
holding back
economic growth,
says CDB head
DR. WARREN SMITH,
president of the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB),
says the region has done a
poor job of investing in and
developing its human
capital, and has suffered
for it, as evidenced by its
anaemic economic growth.
On Wednesday, the
banker urged a rethink of
institutional investment in
human
resources,
including more useful
training, as one way to
leverage better returns
from capital outlay.
“I suspect very strongly
that the technology and
the innovation are not
being sufficiently or
adequately supported by
the human capital that is
required,” said Smith in a
presentation at the 10th
annual
Regional
Investments and Capital
Markets
Conference
hosted by the Jamaica
Stock Exchange.
Comparing average
growth rates achieved by
a number of different
Caribbean countries and
some Asian countries,
Smith said: “St. KittsNevis and Belize stand out
as having the highest
investment levels in
relation to GDP among

Caribbean countries, but
when you compare St.
Kitts-Nevis’ growth rates
to places like India and
China, in fact, what you
will find is that their
growth
rates
are
substantially below India
and China.”
The
twin-island
Caribbean nation grew at
a rate of 4.2 per cent in
2013; while China’s
economy expanded at a
rate of 7.7 per cent,
according to World Bank
data.
“The lower investment
cannot explain the growth
rate,” the CDB head added.
“A number of studies have
shown that it is the
efficiency
of
that
investment, which is not
very great. In other words,
we are not getting the bang
for the investment buck,”
he said. Alongside the
region’s indebtedness,
another structural factor
blocking growth, the
development banker said,
was the wrong type of
education, noting that
while the region boasts
high literacy rates, it was
lagging in education in
science and technology.
“The type of education
that we have spent so

Dr. Warren Smith, president of the Caribbean
Development Bank.

much time and money on
is
not
necessarily
appropriate for the needs
of the economy. There has
been underinvestment in
what has been referred to
as STEM – that is science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics. So, that
is something we need to
work on,” he said.
Looking as well to what
he described as the
structural factors relating
to doing business, he said
that while the Caribbean
looks to Singapore as its
benchmark, it falls

“substantively short of
where Singapore is,
notwithstanding the
developments which have
taken place, especially here
in Jamaica. There is still
much work to be done,” he
declared.
He adds that while the
CDB itself continues to
fund education and
training, and provide
technical assistance,
removing the structural
impediments will require
investment in technology
and innovation by
countries in the region.

Gold dips on stronger dollar after Greek vote
SINGAPORE – Gold
reversed earlier gains
yesterday as a stronger
dollar offset safe-haven
demand following an
electoral win by Greece’s
anti-austerity party that
sparked fears of renewed
instability in Europe.
Greek leftist leader
Alexis Tsipras, whose
Syriza party swept to
victory in a snap election
on Sunday, was set to
become prime minister of
the first euro zone
government
openly
opposed to bailout
conditions imposed by the
European Union and
International Monetary
Fund during the economic
crisis.
European leaders have
said Greece must respect
the terms of its 240 billion
euro bailout deal, but

Tsipras campaigned on a
promise to renegotiate the
country’s huge debt,
raising the possibility of a
major conflict with euro
zone partners.
The euro hit an 11-year
low on Monday after the
election results, and U.S.
stock futures also fell. The
dollar index was trading
near its highest since 2003.
“People
are
very
uncertain about the
markets
and
are
wondering whether Greece
will break out of the euro
zone,” said Ronald Leung,
chief dealer at Lee Cheong
Gold Dealers in Hong
Kong, adding this was
lending some support to
the yellow metal.
Spot gold eased 0.3 per
cent to $1,290 an ounce by
0754 GMT, after rising as
much as 0.4 per cent

earlier in the session.
The yellow metal has
had a good start to the year,
gaining about nine per cent
so far this month, largely
due to safe-haven demand
sparked by falling oil prices
and
European
uncertainties.
The improvement in
sentiment has been seen in
investor positioning.
Speculators raised their
bullish bets on gold futures
and options for the fourth
straight week in the week
ending Jan. 20, while
holdings in SPDR Gold
Trust, the top gold-backed
exchange-traded fund,
have also increased.
CME Group’s Asian gold
contract began trading in
Hong Kong yesterday, a
new entrant in the regional
race to provide a price
benchmark.

The 1 kg physically
settled contract was
trading at a premium of $2$3 an ounce over the global
benchmark.
The launch of the CME
contract within six months
of new contracts in
Singapore and China
underscores a desire in top
consuming region Asia to
have price benchmarks
that reflect regional
market
dynamics,
although liquidity has been
a problem.
“There have been lots of
recent contracts in Asia,
vying for liquidity. For
CME, the delivery point is
in Hong Kong, so that
should make it an
interesting one,” said a
precious metals trader in
Hong Kong, which is the
main conduit for gold into
top consumer China.

THE Barbados Dairy
Industries Limited (Pine
Hill Dairy) is seeing
some results from a
programme undertaken
to lower energy costs at
the company.
Chairman G. Anthony
King and Director
Richard Cozier, provided
an update on the
initiatives
while
reviewing the financial
statements of the milk
and juice processing
company.
They reported in a
joint statement that in
the financial year to
August last year focus
was placed on reducing
energy consumption
through
in-house
modification of the
company’s cold storage,
chilled water system,
steam
and
air
generation, distribution
system and lighting
throughout the plant.
“This resulted in
substantial
improvement in our
energy use ratio (energy
consumed per litre
produced) and coupled
with the commissioning
of a roof mounted 150W
photovoltaic system in
June, led to a reduction

in our energy costs as
compared to the prior
year,” the two officials
reported.
They said as well that
the company has in
place the necessary
infrastructure to enable
connection of their
steam boiler to the
natural gas grid and
remain hopeful for
connection in the not too
distant future.
According to them,
“with the replacement of
diesel as our primary
fuel we expect to realise
a further reduction in
our energy costs.” It was
also revealed that
operational efficiencies
and material yields have
been improved through
the decommissioning of
the aged Tetra Pak
packaging line which
was retired in 2013.
They pointed out that
the performance of the
BDI for the year to
August 31, 2014 reflects
improvements
in
operational
costs
yielding a meaningful
reduction in losses over
prior years.
Sales were marginally
higher with some growth
in export markets.

BANK RATES
Commercial bank rates to the public at the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.
Valid for January 27th, 2015
Telegraphic Transfers
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Demand/Sight:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Notes:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $

Buying
2.24562
3.00647
1.59837
1.99375
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.28772
3.06284
1.63180
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.24140
3.00083
1.59534
1.99000
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.28772
3.06284
1.63180
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.20899
2.95743
1.58631
1.98000
0.73704
1.00000

Selling
2.30201
3.08197
1.63323
2.02857
0.74445
1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE
RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.
BDS$
Guyana $
0.00979
Jamaica $
0.01732
Trinidad & Tobago $
0.31580
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Eating fish during pregnancy may
boost baby’s development, not impair it
T
HE Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)
and international
agencies are in the process
of revising guidelines concerning fish consumption in
an attempt to better reflect
the nutritional benefits of
fish.
Currently, the FDA recommend that pregnant women
should eat fish no more than
twice a week. The reason for
limiting fish consumption is because much of the mercury in
the environment ends up in the
world’s oceans, so fish contain
small amounts of the chemical.
Although a link between consumption of fish and childhood
developmental problems has
never been conclusively proved,
experts have previously been
concerned about the consequences of elevated mercury
levels in pregnant women.
However, fish contain many
beneficial nutrients. For example, their fatty acids are essential for good brain development.
A partnership between the
University of Rochester Medical
Centre, NY, Ulster University
in Belfast, UK, and the
Republic of Seychelles Ministry
of Health and Ministry of
Education
yielded
the
Seychelles Child Development
Study – one of the longest and
largest population studies of its
kind.

As the 89,000 residents of the
Seychelles islands in the Indian
Ocean consume approximately
10 times as much fish in their
diet as people in the US or
Europe, the region was considered to be an ideal location for
measuring the public health
impact of low-level mercury exposure over a long period.
Omega-3 may counteract
the inflammatory effect of
mercury
More than 1,500 mothers and
children participated in the
study. The development of the
children was assessed using a
variety of communication skills,
behaviour and motor skills
tests. The tests started at 20
months after birth and the children were followed into their
20s. Hair samples were also collected from the mothers while
they were pregnant so that the
team could measure levels of
prenatal mercury exposure.
Prenatal mercury exposure
was not linked with lower test
scores, the researchers found.
As the children were followed
into adulthood, it was established that there was no association between consumption of
fish among pregnant mothers
and impaired neurological development in their offspring.
Levels of polyunsaturated
fatty acids (PUFA) were also
measured in the women while

pregnant. The researchers
found that the children of mothers with higher levels of the
omega-3 (n3) fatty acid found
in fish performed better on
some tests.
Another PUFA, n6, which
comes from meats and cooking
oils, is more prevalent in the US
and Europe than it is in regions
like the Seychelles. However, n6
is known to promote inflammation – unlike n3, which has antiinflammatory properties.
In the study, the children of
mothers with higher levels of
n6 were found to perform less
well on the motor skills tests
than children with higher levels
of n3. This finding supports a
theory among some scientists
that n3 counteracts the inflammatory effects of mercury.
Philip Davidson, PhD, the
principal investigator of the
Seychelles Child Development
Study, a professor emeritus at
the University of Rochester and
senior author of the study, says:
“It appears that the relationship between fish nutrients and
mercury may be far more complex than previously appreciated. These findings indicate
that there may be an optimal
balance between the different
inflammatory properties of
fatty acids that promote foetal
development and that these
mechanisms warrant further
study.”

The fatty acids found in fish, such as omega 3, are essential for
good brain development.

‘Autisms’ a more appropriate term than ‘autism’, geneticists say
THERE are so many different
genetic forms of autism that
using the singular term, autism,
is misleading, researchers say.
“We believe a better term to
use is ‘the autisms’, or ‘the
autism spectrum disorders’
(that is, plural),” Dr. Stephen W.
Scherer stated in e-mail. “There
are many different forms of
autism. In other words, autism
is more of a collection of different
disorders that have a common
clinical manifestation.”
The DNA of affected individuals varies remarkably, his team
found. Two-thirds of brothers
and sisters with what’s still
called autism spectrum disorder, or ASD, showed different ge-

netic changes.
Scherer, from The Hospital for
Sick Children in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, is part of a
team that aims to identify all
the genetic changes in individuals with ASD.
In the U.S., the Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) estimates that 1 in 68
children (1 in 42 boys and 1 in
189 girls) have an autism spectrum disorder. Recent estimates
in Europe, the CDC says, are
that one to two per cent of children there are affected.
When Scherer’s team looked
for genetic changes in the entire
DNA from 85 pairs of brothers
and sisters with ASD and their

parents, they found an average
of roughly 73 genetic changes
per set of DNA – but only 36 of
the 85 families (42.4 per cent)
had mutations that researchers
could relate to genes already
linked in some way to ASD.
And when they looked at
these 36 families, only one-third
of the affected brothers and sisters carried the same mutation.
Siblings with different mutations showed different autism
symptoms, while siblings that
carried the same mutations had
similar autism symptoms, the
researchers reported in Nature
Medicine.
“This emphasises that these
kids have different forms of

autism (each their own
snowflake) and need to be
treated in their own special
way,” Scherer said.
“Now that we know some of
the genes involved in the core
features of autism, we have targets to develop new drugs and
that is ongoing mainly in biotech
companies and pharmaceutical
companies,” he said.
In the meantime, he noted,
“The best treatment for the core
features in the autisms is actually intensive behavioural intervention. For this, for the best
outcomes, you need to start
early.”
To analyse DNA, the researchers used a technique

called whole-genome sequencing. They added the results to
the massive Autism SpeaksGoogle MSSNG database that
will ultimately contain genomes
of “10,000s of individuals with
autism(s)”, Scherer said.
This will pave the way for better treatments, he believes. “In
the future, once there is a suspected diagnosis of autism, the
(child’s) genome will be sequenced and doctors will compare it to the MSSNG database
to find out what form of autism
that child has,” he said. “With
this information in hand they
can then better inform the family of what to do, and equally important, what not to do.”
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Jamaica, Japan to explore developing
pharmaceuticals from fish trimmings
JAMAICA
–
The
Government is looking
to partner with Japan
to explore the development of pharmaceutical items from fish
trimmings.
Minister of State for
Agriculture, Labour, and
Social Security, Luther
Buchanan, made the disclosure at a seminar held
on Wednesday at the
Medallion Hall Hotel in
St Andrew, which looked
at 20 years of co-operation between Japan and

the
Caribbean
Community.
Fish trimmings refer to
the waste from the processing of fish and include cuttings, heads,
spines and guts. They can
be used in the manufacture of health food supplements and cosmetics.
“As part of the valueadded components to the
fishing industry, where
we gut fish daily, and
trimmings are thrown by
and large to waste, we see
partnership from Japan,

to explore if there are
pharmaceutical benefits
to be derived from the
hundreds of kilograms of
trimmings in the fishing
industry,” Buchanan said.
In his presentation the
state minister noted the
importance of the fisheries industry to the
economy, noting that it
contributes some 0.4 per
cent to Gross Domestic
Product, and also accounts for eight per cent
of all agricultural exports.

He
said
the
Government, as part of
its growth strategy, is
pursuing initiatives
aimed at developing the
sector and increasing the
production of both marine and aquaculture
fisheries.
He said vast opportunities exist in the sector
for investment, noting
that there is “great demand” for fish products.
“The fishing industry is
an important (sector), but
there is room for vast im-

provement to meet both
local consumption demands, and to expand the
export sector,” Buchanan
outlined, while expressing confidence that the
sector will grow.
“As we look to the future, we do so buoyed
with confidence that people will apply the attitude
necessary to complement
the Government’s strides
for improvement and
growth in the sector. The
Ministry has every intention of growing the fish-

eries sector,” he said.
Minister Buchanan
also lauded the contribution of the Japanese to
Jamaica’s fisheries sector,
describing that country
as a “very strong partner
in our development initiatives”.
He cited several areas
of training and infrastructure development
programmes that Japan
has undertaken over the
past year, to strengthen
the capacity of the fisheries industry.

Is your cell
phone to blame
for these 5 skin
problems?
DID you know that every
time you’re on your
phone you put your skin
at risk? Interaction with
mobile devices can be
harmful to your skin
causing acne, wrinkles
and dark spots, just to
name a few. Try these
five tips to save your
skin:
1. Wrinkles
Did you know there is
something referred to as
“techneck”? Well apparently there is, and it’s the
position you hold your
head and neck when you
are starring down at a
computer or a phone.
Consistently doing this
can cause wrinkles to
form underneath your
chin and around your
neck. Squinting to see
the text on the screen
can also cause crow’s feet
in the eye area. If you
aren’t interested in completely putting the
phone down, try using

anti-ageing creams and
focusing them around
the eyes and neck.
2. Allergies
Ever notice you have a
rash forming on your
face after a long conversation with your bestie?
Recent studies suggest
that the nickel and
chromium on the casings
of a lot of cellular devices
can cause skin allergies
called contact dermatitis. As a solution, try a
screen protector and a
case, and if that just isn’t
cutting it, use a handsfree headset.
3. Acne
Did you know that
most cell phones have
more germs and bacteria
than a toilet seat handle? Sounds disgusting
right? All of the sweat,
makeup and oils that
stay on the surface of
your phone eventually

Did you know that most cell phones have more germs and bacteria than a toilet seat handle? Try cleaning
off your phone daily in order to prevent pimples along your cheekbone.

just accumulate, and
may be the culprit/reason for those pimples
right along your cheekbone. Try cleaning off
your phone daily. Use a
cotton swab and some
rubbing alcohol. That
should do the trick!
4. Under eye circles
Electronic devices like

phones and computers
are proven to throw off
your internal sleep
rhythms. They keep your
brain up and therefore
shorten your REM sleep
session. Less sleep = eye
bags. Try to pry your
hands off your phone at
an earlier hour so that
your brain can begin to
rest as you prepare to go

to bed. Also, put your
phone on silent. The
chimes and notifications
are bound to ruin your
good night of sleep.
5. Dark spots
Ever been up talking
to your boo for so long
the screen actually
began to feel hot on your
face? The overheating of

the device can actually
cause skin damage. The
melanin production can
be thrown off from the
added heat from your
phone. To combat this,
try to limit your time on
the phone to something
more reasonable. If this
isn’t possible, try using
a hands-free headset or
speakerphone.

Mostly fair and breezy.
High: 9:17 a.m.
& 10:18 p.m.
LONDON: 06°C CLEAR
BOSTON: -02°C OVERCAST/SNOW
MONTREAL: -15°C CLEAR
TORONTO: -08°C PARTLY CLOUDY
NEW YORK: -03°C OVERCAST/SNOW
MIAMI: 23°C FAIR

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month : 64.7 mm
For the Year: 64.7 mm

Low: 2:36 a.m.
& 4:14 p.m.
6:25 a.m.

5:57 p.m.

Max: 28.7 °C
Min: 22.5 °C
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Prelim budget
Gov’t to
allocation ‘reasonable’, establish
says Education Minister poverty
KINGSTON, Jamaica – have made (allocations) in
Minister of Education the most difficult of committee
Ronald Thwaites yester- times,” Thwaites readay said the preliminary
budget allocation for his
portfolio ministry is “reasonable”.
Speaking to reporters
and editors at the
Jamaica
Observer,
Thwaites said the preliminary numbers, which
look at a capital budget of
just under $2 billion and a
recurrent budget of about
$79 billion, is less than
needed but will have to
suffice.
“Each administration
has recognised the importance of education and

Jamaica’s Education Minister, Ronald Thwaites.

soned. “…It is not what we
wanted, but in the whole
corpus of things, it is a
reasonable allocation.”
He insisted that rather
than following the tradition of asking for more
money, his ministry is
committed to looking at
how best it can use the
resources allocated.
“There is no cheque
that is drawn or budget
line that is done without
scrutiny,”
declared
Thwaites. “So we do not
take taxpayers’ money for
granted.”

Haiti forms
Haiti urges UN to keep
electoral panel
troops in country
for overdue polls
HAITI has installed a
Provisional Electoral
Council to organise longdelayed elections – after
weeks of protests and
political uncertainty.
The nine-member
panel represents different sectors of society.
It was sworn in shortly
before a UN Security
Council
delegation
arrived on a three-day

mission.
General and municipal
polls are three years
overdue, and President
Michel Martelly began
ruling by decree last
week when parliament
was dissolved.
The dissolution followed a failure to elect
new MPs in the impoverished Caribbean nation.

Donald Ramotar
confirmed as PPP/C
presidential candidate
GUYANA’S President
Donald Ramotar has been
endorsed as the presidential candidate on the
PPP/C leadership ticket.
As is usual, the Prime
Ministerial candidate, still

to be decided, will be
taken from the Civic component of the Party.
These disclosures were
made yesterday by PPP/C
General
Secretary,
Clement Rohee.

PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti – The Haitian
government urged
the United Nations
Security Council on
Sunday against cutting
its troop presence
ahead of crucial elections.
Haitian Justice Minister
Pierre-Richard Casimir
made the request to visiting UN envoys from the
council’s member countries as they visited the
deeply impoverished country’s only police academy.
“I urge the Security
Council to not reduce the
number of MINUSTAH
(peacekeeping mission)
troops during the electoral
process,” Casimir said.
“On the contrary, their
presence is needed to reinforce the UN mission’s contingents during preparations to hold elections.”
Haitians have been
waiting for new elections
for three years.
The president has been

ruling by decree since the
legislature was dissolved
earlier this month.
“In Haiti, like elsewhere,
the electoral period is
sometimes marked by
tension and discord,” said
Casimir, stressing that the
Haitian government was
taking all necessary measures to ensure the elections go smoothly.
Casimir, who was recently named justice and
public safety minister,
pointed to UN Security
Council Resolution 2180,
which calls for the UN to
adapt its troop presence
to the situation on the
ground.
“In the name of the president, the head of government and myself, I reiterate to the United Nations
Security Council our request that it maintain its
troop levels,” the minister
said.
Asked about the Haitian
request, Chile’s envoy
Christian Barros Melet,

who holds the rotating
presidency of the council,
said it was too early for the
international peace and
security body to make a
decision.
US envoy Samantha
Power noted that Haitian
national police had improved and increased its
ranks.
In October, the council
renewed MINUSTAH’s
mandate for a year, but
halved its force to 2 370
soldiers due to improved
security conditions. The
police force was maintained at 2 600 officers.
The UN ambassadors
ended their three-day
visit on Sunday in the
Caribbean
country
wracked by a serious
political crisis.
Before boarding their
plane, Power and Barros
Melet left flowers on a
memorial for victims of a
January 2010 earthquake
that reduced much of the
capital to rubble.

– to address
economic fallout

THE Government says a
poverty reduction committee is to be created
to deal with fallouts
caused by austerity
measures as a result of
Jamaica’s economic reform.
Finance Minister Dr.
Peter Phillips made the
announcement during
a special press briefing
yesterday morning at
Jamaica House on deliberations that took place
at last Thursday’s
Cabinet retreat.
He notes that decision
came out of a focus on
the social safety net in
light of the reform
programme with the
International Monetary
Fund.
He says that the
basic elements of the
economic reforms programme should be sustained to continue on the
path of debt reduction
and to unlock growth in
the economy.
However, Phillips adds
that it was also decided
that more attention is
needed in relation to
ramping up more
growth in the economy.
He argues that the
Government has taken
steps to help the poor by
raising the minimum
wage, containing the inflation rate and has also
increased contribution
under the Programme of
Advancement Through
Health and Education.
Meanwhile, Phillips
says most targets up to
the end of the December
quarter were met.
However, he says tax
revenues underperformed by less than four
per cent.

Attorney General begins submissions in UWI-Bain case
KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Director of litigation in
the Attorney General’s
Department Carlene
Larmond, says she has not
found any case where a
termination of contract
has been in breach of fundamental rights.
She was making a submission yesterday morning the Supreme Court in

the lawsuit brought
against it by former
director of the Caribbean
HIV/AIDS
Training
Network,
Professor
Brendan Bain against
the University of the West
Indies (UWI).
Larmond said she has
examined the laws regarding freedom of conscience,
freedom of expression and

the right to a fair hearing.
She said the university
is a juristic person and not
a public authority and
therefore the UWI could
only breach Bain’s freedom
of expression and freedom
of thought and conscience.
However, she said the
UWI could not breach his
right to a fair hearing because that is only guaran-

teed by the state.
Larmond said if Bain
can satisfy the court that
his dismissal was a
reprisal or punishment for
his freedom of expression
then that can be in violation of his rights to freedom of expression.
The Attorney General
has been granted standing
in the proceedings as an

interested party because
the suit brought by
Professor Bain raises
issued related to the
Constitution.
Prof. Bain is suing the
UWI for breach of contract,
breach of his constitutional rights and defamation.
The university terminated Prof. Bain’s contract

last May citing, among
other things, that his constituents had lost confidence in him after he gave
testimony in a Belizean
court.
Prof. Bain provided a report to the court on behalf
of churches in the case of a
gay Belizean man who was
seeking to challenge the
country’s anti-sodomy law.
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Kaci places fifth in Miss Universe
MIAMI, Florida – Kaci
Fennell on Sunday
night placed fifth in
the 63rd staging of the
Miss Universe pageant
which was won by Miss
Colombia Paulina Vega.
Miss USA Nia Sanchez
was named first runnerup in the pageant that
Jamaicans watched with
high anticipation that
Fennell would have won.

Jamaicans erupted with
joy when the 22-year-old
Fennell was named in the
top 15 in the early stages
of the pageant held at
Florida International
University Arena in Doral,
Miami.
The celebrations grew
louder when she was the
first contestant placed in
the top 10, followed by
the contestants from

Argentina, Ukraine, The
Philippines, Colombia,
Spain, The Netherlands,
Venezuela, Australia, and
USA.
When Fennell appeared
in the evening dress competition, she was described
as “immaculate” by one of
the pageant’s hosts.
Later, when she was
named in the top five,
along with the contestants

from
USA,
The
Netherlands, Ukraine,
and Colombia, Jamaicans
cheered even louder.
In the interview section,
when each of the top five
contestants was asked the
following question submitted by viewers on
Facebook: ‘What is the
greatest contribution of
your country to the entire
world?’ Fennell pointed to

reggae superstar Bob
Marley and track legend
Usain Bolt. Her answer
elicited loud and sustained
applause from her
Jamaican supporters in
the audience.
However, their hope
turned to despair when
Fennell was announced as
the fourth runner-up.
“Instead of the usual
cheering, the audience
erupted into boos of disapproval as favourite-to-win
Miss Jamaica Kaci
Fennell only made it to
fifth place,” the Dailymail
newspaper stated in an
article.
It further reported that
shortly after Fennell left

the stage in the 63rd annual contest, her name
began trending on Twitter
with
the
hashtag
#MissJamaicaShouldHav
eWon.
According to the article,
fans claimed that Fennell
was denied the Miss
Universe title because
of her unconventional
style, pixie-cut hairstyle,
Caribbean confidence and
reference to Usain Bolt
and Bob Marley as well
as her non-traditional
answers to the questions
asked.
Fennell was a favourite
to win after topping the
Facebook Miss Universe
Fanpage Poll.

Husband blames
scented candle for
TV journalist’s death

(L-R) Miss Jamaica Kaci Fennell poses during the Miss Universe pageant in Miami on Sunday night. Miss
Colombia Paulina Vega, who won the Miss Universe title on Sunday night, during the evening gown segment
of the pageant.

French islands seeking associate
membership within CARICOM
GEORGETOWN,
Guyana – The French territories in the Caribbean
have begun discussions
with the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
on their applications
to become Associate
Members of the 15-member regional grouping,
the
Guyana-based
CARICOM Secretariat
announced yesterday.
It said CARICOM
Secretary-General Irwin
LaRocque met last
Thursday with a team
from French Guiana led
by the President of
the Regional Council
Rodolphe Alexandre and
followed a meeting on
Wednesday with a team
from Martinique.

The
CARICOM
Secretariat said that this
will be followed by similar discussions next
month with representatives of Guadeloupe.
“The discussions on
Thursday focused on the
terms and conditions of
Associate Membership
of CARICOM, regional
co-operation in the
Caribbean and the
relationship between
CARICOM and French
Guiana,” the Secretariat
said.
It said LaRocque also
received a presentation
on the Geographic
Information System
developed in French
Guiana, using satellite
and Internet technolo-

gies. The French Guiana
delegation also held
discussions with the
Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM) Directorate
during the visit.
LaRocque said the discussions followed on a
mandate from CARICOM
leaders to engage the territories informing the
French delegation that
“we are all part of the
Caribbean” and that
their application was
receiving serious consideration.
Alexandre said his territory strongly believed
in the convergence of the
Caribbean in economics,
health and education.
He said French Guiana
had already engaged

with Trinidad and Tobago
on energy issues and
Suriname with respect
to mining and was also
involved with the
Community on issues
of climate change and
bio-diversity.
The Council President
also referred to a project
to provide a satellite to
boost to the digital capacity of the region.
Apart from the French
territories, two of the
former Netherlands
Antilles – Curacao and
Sint Maarten – have also
applied for Associate
Membership. Initial discussions have already
taken
place
with
Curacao, the CARICOM
Secretariat said.

THE husband of television journalist Marcia
Henville has told police
that a scented candle lit
in the bedroom of their
Fidelis Heights, St.
Augustine home, early on
Saturday morning may
have fallen and caused the
fire which he believes
claimed the life of his wife.
The husband Sheldon,
who remained at the
men’s surgical ward at the
Eric Williams Medical
Sciences Complex, Mt.
Hope, also told officers
that on Friday night, he
and Henville spent the
night listening to pan
music at the Queen’s Park
Savannah, Port-of-Spain.
He said when they
returned home, he lit a
scented candle in the bedroom as he was accustomed doing because his
wife was fond of scented
candles and then they
both fell into a deep sleep.
He said that he awoke
shortly after 5:35 a.m., he
began coughing and then
heard what appeared to
be the crackling sounds of
fire and in his panic state,
jumped through a window
to escape.
He said it was then he
realised he suffered severe
burns and when he was
able to compose himself he
learned that his wife may
have perished in the fire.
He denied that he and
his wife were having domestic issues and said
that he truly loved his
wife and their two children – son Chioke and
daughter Nekiyah, who

were both at home when
the fire broke out and escaped unhurt.
He is yet to be interviewed by Homicide officers, but was initially interviewed by officers in
the Northern Division and
gave a statement.
However, senior homicide officers told Newsday
on Sunday that they were
awaiting the results of the
post mortem before they
interviewed a relative.
They admitted that
when her semi-charred
remains were found on
Saturday, they saw blood
oozing from her mouth
and in the area of her
neck.
Police also confirmed
that they have interviewed Henville’s neighbours who claimed that
they heard an argument
coming from the couple’s
apartment followed by
screams and a loud explosion.
They said it was not the
first time that they had
heard arguments coming
from that apartment.
Henville had secretly
confided to some of her
closest friends that she
was afraid for her life
arising out of a domestic
situation and took steps
to protect herself and her
children.
They also have to interview Henville’s two
children to assist them
in their investigations
as well as a camera man
who worked closely with
Henville on TV6’s Point
Blank programme.
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‘Historic’ storm set to
slam Northeast;
airlines cancel flights
GO home. Stay there.
That’s the message government officials across
the Northeast offered residents yesterday ahead of
what could be a blizzard
of historic proportions
bearing down on the region.
“It is imperative that
you have a plan in place
to get home safely this
evening before the heavy
snow begins, and stay
there for the duration of
the storm,” Connecticut
Gov. Dannel Malloy said
yesterday after signing a
state-wide travel ban set
to take effect at 9 p.m. ET.
The National Weather
Service, which isn’t prone
to exaggeration, is using
terms like “life-threatening” and “historic” to describe the weather system
taking aim at the Northeast – with the worst expected to hit last night into
today.
“This is going to be a lot
of snow, no matter how you
add it up, so we are going
to be challenged,” New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
said.
In New York, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo declared a
state of emergency, called
out the National Guard
and said the city’s subway
system would limit service beginning yesterday

evening, as well. If the
forecast gets worse, the entire system could be shut
down, he said.
“We are considering at
this time a travel ban on
all main roads after 11 o’clock tonight,” he said.
In Philadelphia, Mayor
Michael Nutter declared a
snow emergency starting
at 6 p.m. ET yesterday.
Cars left parked on snow
emergency routes will be
towed and owners ticketed, he said.
Spinning your wheels
The first big storm of the
year may drop up to 3 feet
of snow on Boston and
New York before it ends
today, with freezing rain
and strong wind gusts possibly reaching 55 to 65
mph. Blizzard and winter
storm warnings have been
issued from Maryland
through Maine and into
Canada. Up to 58 million
people could be put into
the deep freeze.
“I want everyone to understand that we are facing – most likely – one of
the largest snowstorms in
the history of this city,”
said New York City Mayor
Bill de Blasio.
That’s saying something. The city’s biggest
snowstorm was in 2006,
when 26.9 inches of snow

fell. That’s second to the
25.8-inch snowfall in
December 1947.
While the worst of the
weather wasn’t expected
to hit until late yesterday
into today, thousands of
flights were already cancelled for yesterday and
more than 1 900 for today,
Flightaware.com reported.
American Airlines said
it would suspend operations in Philadelphia,
Boston and New York late
yesterday afternoon.
“We plan to resume operations as soon as it is
safe to do so,” airline
spokeswoman Andrea
Huguely said.
United Airlines has already cancelled all Tuesday flights at Newark,
LaGuardia and JFK, as
well as Boston and Philadelphia, company spokeswoman Mary Ryan said.
The major US airlines
are offering fee-free rebooking of flights to and
from the Northeast yesterday and today.
Cuomo urged commuters to work from home
yesterday, if possible, because roads would be
treacherous.
Residents heeded the
warnings and descended
on stores. Some shoppers
wondered if they were really prepared.

Secret Service: Drone crashed
onto White House grounds
WASHINGTON – A twofoot-long “quadcopter”
drone crashed onto the
White House grounds
overnight, triggering an
immediate lockdown as
well as a Secret Service investigation into where the
mysterious device came
from.
Brian Leary, a Secret
Service spokesman, said
that an officer posted on
the south grounds of the
White House complex
“heard and observed” the
device “flying at a very low
altitude” shortly after 3

a.m. ET. Leary said the
drone ultimately crashed
on the southeast side of the
complex.
Though the White House
says the device posed no
threat, it is the latest in a
line of security incidents at
the complex. “An investigation is underway to determine the origin of this
commercially available device, motive, and to identify suspects,” Leary said.
The “device” was found
while President Obama
and first lady Michelle
Obama were travelling in

India. It was unclear whether their daughters,
Sasha and Malia, were at
home at the time of the incident with their grandmother, Marian Robinson,
who also lives at the White
House.
Many small quadcopters
are essentially sophisticated toys that can also be
used for commercial activities like aerial photography and inspection. Often
weighing only a few
pounds, they sell for as little as a few hundred dollars or less.

Members of the Secret Service search the grounds of the North Lawn of the
White House in Washington, on January 26, 2015.

Shoppers in crowded
Home Depot store
forced to flee
murder-suicide

Workers spreaded salt on the city’s walkways in anticipating of snow falling two to three inches an hour.

NEW YORK – Shoppers
crowded into a Manhattan Home Depot store to
prepare for an anticipated
snowstorm streamed into
the streets on Sunday afternoon, after an employee shot a store manager and then himself, according to NYPD spokesman Sgt. Brendan Ryan.
The 38-year-old manager, who was shot in an
aisle of the store, was
transported to Bellevue
Hospital where he was
later pronounced dead,
Ryan said.
The shooting happened
in a store at 40 West 23rd

Street, in the Flatiron section of Manhattan, police
said.
The shooter, a 31-yearold male worker at the
store, was not scheduled
to work when he came in,
Ryan said. The shooter
was pronounced dead at
the scene from a self-inflicted gunshot wound, according to the NYPD.
Police recovered a .38calibre revolver at the
scene, Ryan said.
Police did not speculate
on a motive for the shooting, noting that the incident is still under investigation.
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Mubarak’s sons freed from Egyptian prison
CAIRO – The sons of deposed Egyptian president
Hosni Mubarak were released from prison yesterday, security officials said,
a move that could fuel tension after the violent an-

niversary on Sunday of the
2011 uprising that toppled
the autocrat.
An Egyptian court last
week ordered the release
of Alaa and Gamal Mubarak pending their retrial

in a corruption case.
Mubarak’s sons, big
businessmen in his era of
crony capitalism, were released at 2 a.m. Accompanied by their lawyer and
bodyguards, they were

driven to their home in
Cairo’s upscale Heliopolis
area, security officials said.
Security and medical officials said they had also
visited Mubarak in the
military hospital where he

Delhi Republic Day parade: US President Barack Obama attended India’s

Republic Day parade in Delhi, the first US head of state to do so. Obama was chief guest at the annual military parade. He arrived on Sunday for a three-day visit seen as a sign of warming ties between the two countries. After talks on Sunday, both sides announced a breakthrough on a pact that will allow US companies to
supply India with civilian nuclear technology. Indian PM Narendra Modi said it was a “new journey” of co-operation. Obama met the main opposition Congress party leaders yesterday and also spoke at a business
summit.

is still in detention. Judicial sources have said Mubarak could soon be freed
pending retrial in a corruption case as the former
air force commander currently has no convictions
against him.
Elected President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, the latest
man from the military to
rule Egypt, has restored a
degree of stability after
Mubarak’s fall triggered
nearly four years of political and economic distress.
But signs of discontent,
including rare protests in
downtown Cairo, emerged
in the run-up to Sunday’s
anniversary of the start of
the uprising.
On Saturday, activist
Shaimaa Sabbagh was
shot dead during a protest
in central Cairo. In rare
criticism of Sisi, a frontpage column in state-run
newspaper al-Ahram
blamed “the excessive use
of force” for her death and
called for changes to a law
passed on Sisi’s watch
which severely restrict
protests.
“Four years after Egypt’s
revolution, police are still
killing protesters on a regular basis,” said Sarah
Leah Whitson, Middle
East and North Africa director at Human Rights
Watch.
“While President Sisi
was at Davos (at the World
Economic Forum) burnishing his international

image, his security forces
were routinely using violence against Egyptians
participating in peaceful
demonstrations.”
Brotherhood blamed
At least 25 people were
killed in anti-government
demonstrations on Sunday on the anniversary of
the 2011 uprising that
raised hopes of greater
freedom and accountability in Egypt, a close US
ally with influence across
the Arab world.
Witnesses say security
forces with rifles and police
armed with pistols fired at
protesters. Some called for
a new uprising.
Security officials said 19
people were killed in the
Cairo suburb of Matariya,
a stronghold of the Muslim
Brotherhood, the Islamist
movement that then army
chief Sisi removed from
power in 2013 after mass
protests against its rule.
Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim told a
news conference yesterday
that members of the
Muslim Brotherhood fired
on crowds in Matariya
during the protests and
killed people, including
two policemen.
Ibrahim said 516
Brotherhood members
were arrested during the
unrest in several cities and
reiterated that Egypt was
“committed to fighting terrorism”.

Greece anti-bailout
leader Tsipras made
prime minister
THE head of Greece’s
far-left Syriza party,
Alexis Tsipras, has been
sworn in as prime minister and is set to lead
an anti-austerity coalition government.
Turning up for the ceremony without a tie, the
leftist took the oath less
than 24 hours after winning the general election
on an anti-austerity platform.
Earlier, he formed a
coalition with the centreright Independent Greeks.
European Commission
head Jean-Claude Juncker
has reminded him of the
need to “ensure fiscal responsibility”.
Congratulating Tsipras
on his election win, Junc-

ker said in a tweet: “The
European Commission
stands ready to continue
assisting Greece in achieving these goals.” He also
referred to “promoting sustainable jobs and growth”.
The Syriza leader has
vowed to renegotiate the
bailouts, which are worth
240bn (US$268bn).
Jeroen Dijsselbloem,
head of the eurozone finance ministers’ group,
said after a meeting of the
group in Brussels that it
congratulated the new
Greek government on its
electoral success and
looked forward to working
with it.
He said it was too early
to comment on the Syrizaled government’s policies

as they were still being formulated.
The euro recovered from
an 11-year low against the
US dollar as investors digested what Syriza’s victory meant for the eurozone’s future. Europe’s
main share markets also
rose – after initial falls – on
hopes that a compromise
over Greece’s bailout
terms might be found.
It is likely that investors
believe reason will prevail,
and Berlin will sanction a
write-off of Greece’s excessive debts.
With all of the votes
counted in Sunday’s poll,
Syriza has 149 seats, just
two short of an absolute
majority. The Greek Independents have 13 seats in

Alexis Tsipras smiles after being sworn in as prime minister.

the 300-seat parliament.
Breaking with tradition
at his swearing-in, Tsipras
also refused the custom-

ary blessing from Orthodox priests.
In his first act as prime
minister, he laid flowers at

a memorial to Greek
Resistance fighters killed
by Nazi Germany during
World War 2.

The Barbados Advocate

18 • Tuesday January 27, 2015

HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY
ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You don’t have to put
people to the test to sense which ones are good for you.
Affirm to yourself who your allies are because utilizing
your alliances will help you succeed in the next 48 hours.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - It’s too general to say that
you trust one person or don’t trust another. Understanding
who people are and how they are likely to behave is much
more useful than blanket statements of trust or distrust.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - It’s said that you’re not
supposed to awaken people who are sleepwalking.
Similarly, it could be dangerous to offer too much outside
reality to one who is living very much within a bubble of
personal reality.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Your social landscape is
changing. Instead of offering signs of approval, try
empathy. Ask the questions that might help you better
understand how another person walks this world.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Does self-improvement have to
be such an endless quest? You may simply not be in the
mood for it today. As Winston Churchill said: “He has all
of the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire.”
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Even though you’ve done
nothing wrong, those who misunderstand you could ask
you to defend yourself. If you think you might be put on
the stand, prepare a case for yourself beforehand.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Some responsibilities do not
need to be taken on, and others cannot be avoided and
therefore should be accepted immediately. Knowing the
difference takes wisdom, which you definitely possess.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Just because you have a
right to do a thing doesn’t mean you should. There are
many considerations to factor into today’s decisions, not
the least of which have to do with the feelings of others.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - While the gurus
spout the glories of being “authentically you” and “living
your truth,” the reality is that relating well to a variety of
other humans takes specialised skills that must be learned.
At first it will feel like an act.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - When the laws of
supply and demand don’t seem to be working in your
favour, get creative. You’re truly brilliant in your ability
to manage the equation to better suit you.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Instead of avoiding
negative feelings, dive right in to whatever is bothering
you. Dealing directly with your challenges will liberate
you. A moment of unpleasantness will be followed by
hours of relief.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You can plan this day to
a point, but leave yourself exit strategies too, and be
willing to bail on the plan when spontaneous opportunity
arises (and it will).
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Tony Abbott criticised by own
side for Prince Philip knighthood
THE only person prime
minister Tony Abbott consulted before awarding an
Australian knighthood to
Prince Philip was former
defence force chief Angus
Houston – who was also
knighted.
And the only person Abbott consulted about
knighting Houston was
governor general Sir Peter
Cosgrove, who was knighted last year.
Abbott, an ardent monarchist who reintroduced
the Australia Day gongs
last year, was born in England. Houston was born in
Scotland. Prince Philip
was born in Greece, but is
a long-time UK resident.
The prime minister said
he was “really pleased”

that Queen Elizabeth had
accepted his recommendations on the knighthoods and added that
while Prince Philip had
not called to thank him,
he did not “expect gratitude”.
Abbott’s current standing with the electorate is
so low – in a recent poll,
only 50 per cent said he
was competent, the lowest on record for a prime
minister – that there have
been grumblings about
his future from within his
own Liberal Party.
The grumblings grew
louder on Australia Day,
with many questioning
the wisdom of what Abbott said was a “captain’s
call”.

One minister said:
“There is an old saying
that when you are in a
hole you should stop digging. Well, we’ve just
punched through the
Earth’s crust.”
Others also made anonymous comments, but
some were prepared to go
on record.
“For the life of me I can’t
understand why Prince
Philip [was knighted]. I’ve
got a dozen people in my
electorate, any one of
them would be more worthy,” said North Queensland MP Warren Entsch.
But Entsch said he was
“not pushing for a change
in leader, I’m looking for
significant change in leadership”.

Australian prime minister Tony Abbott with the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip.
Abbott said that while the duke had not called to thank him for the knighthood,
he did not “expect gratitude”.

Syrian Kurds ‘drive Islamic
State out of Kobane’

Prosecutors demand
26-year sentence for
‘cowardly captain’

KURDISH forces have
driven Islamic State
(IS) militants from
Kobane, officials say,
ending a four-month
battle for the northern
Syrian town.
Fighters from the
Popular Protection Units
(YPG) were said to have
entered outlying areas in
the east of the town after
the jihadists retreated.
However, the US said it
was not yet prepared to declare the battle over.
Kobane was seen as a
major test of the US-led
coalition’s strategy to combat IS in Syria with air
strikes.
Tens of thousands of people fled the town and
crossed over the nearby
border with Turkey after
IS launched an assault in
September.
The ensuing fighting has
left at least 1 600 people
dead, according to the
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a UKbased activist group.

PROSECUTORS have
called for Costa Concordia
captain Francesco Schettino to be convicted and
jailed for 26 years for his
role in the disaster which
killed 32 people.
Capt. Schettino is accused of manslaughter
after the luxury cruise
ship ran aground of the
Tuscan coast in Italy in
January 2012.
Schettino claims he
saved lives by steering the
liner toward shore after it
hit rocks that were not on
his charts, and has also
blamed his crew and

‘Final clean-up’
Photographs posted on
social media yesterday afternoon showed the YPG
flag being flown around
Kobane, and male and female fighters shaking
hands. As night fell, celebratory gunfire echoed
across the town.
YPG spokesman Polat
Jan meanwhile declared
on Twitter: “Congratulations to humanity, Kurdistan, and the people of Ko-

faulty generators for contributing to the disaster.
But in scathing closing
comments, prosecutor Maria accused Navarro of
showing no remorse over
the tragedy and had still
not apologised to the families of the victims or passengers who had been on
board the ship.
She said the trial had
proved Schettino “thought
only and always about
himself” and that he had
given up on trying to help
stricken passengers “without even getting his shoes
wet”.

Philippine police killed
in clashes with militants
Kurdish fighters flew the flag of the Popular Protection Units on a hill overlooking Kobane yesterday.

bane on the liberation of
Kobane.”
Anwar Muslim, the president of the self-declared
Syrian Kurdish canton of
Kobane, said that the town
was fully under YPG control.
However, he added that
the situation in the eastern
outskirts was still “a little
tense”, with YPG fighters
carrying out “the final
clean-up” and besieging
areas they believed IS
leaders might be hiding.

Muslim said the mood in
Kobane was “very festive”,
and that the official liberation of the town after 131
days of resistance would
be announced at a news
conference shortly.
However, a US defence
department spokesman
declined to declare that the
battle for Kobane was won.
“The battle continues.
But as of now, friendly
forces... I believe, have the
momentum,” Col Steve
Warren stated.

On Friday, the Pentagon
said about 30 per cent of
the town was held by IS.
This setback for IS does
not necessarily mean the
jihadist group is losing
overall.
Syrian
opposition
sources say IS actually has
more territory under its
control now than when the
US and its allies started
bombing its positions in
neighbouring Iraq in
August, a month before
they began in Syria.

DOZENS of police commandos have been killed
in heavy fighting with
Islamist rebels in the
southern Philippines
province of Maguindanao,
say officials.
Several rebels were also
reportedly killed as police
entered a village held by
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (Milf) early on
Sunday.
Reports say two key terror suspects were the targets of the operation.
It is the worst fighting
since the government and
Milf signed a peace deal
last year to end decades of
fighting.
There was conflicting information about Sunday’s

fighting, but reports from
the Philippines suggest
police
commandos
launched a surprise raid
on a village near the town
of Mamasapano, in the
Maguindanao province of
Mindanao island.
They were reportedly
seeking to arrest members
of the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters (Biff), a
Milf splinter group which
opposes the ceasefire.
But the mayor of the
town, Tahirudin Benzar
Ampatuan, said police had
not warned the Milf of the
raid, as they should have
under the peace deal, so
its members fought back.
The number of casualties remains unclear.
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Metal explosions ‘driven by charge’
USING super-fast video footage
and computer simulations,
scientists have revised our
understanding of explosions well
known from high-school
chemistry.
Chemists in the Czech Republic
and Germany captured images of the
alkali metals sodium and potassium
exploding on contact with water.
They saw a flash of bluish purple
and “spikes” of metal shooting
outwards.
This suggests that the reaction is
kick-started by positive charges
repelling each other.
Writing in the journal Nature
Chemistry, the researchers say their
results explain how an explosion can
be sparked, if the conditions are just
right, despite there being very little
contact area between the water and
the metal.
“If you want to have an explosive
reaction... you need a lot of contact
between the reactants,” said senior
author Prof Pavel Jungwirth, from
the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic.
“And this is exactly what we don’t
have here.”
When a small nugget of potassium
or sodium is dropped into water, the
interface between metal and water is
only small – and is rapidly obscured
by a layer of gas that the reaction
produces.
“So the reaction, as it is explained
in the text books, should be selfquenched – it shouldn’t lead to this
runaway, explosive behaviour,” Prof
Jungwirth told the BBC.
He and his colleagues set about
solving this conundrum by studying

The video captured ‘spikes’ of metal shooting outwards into the water.

the very beginning of the reaction –
less than a millisecond (0.001
seconds) – when it either becomes
explosive or simply fizzes along.
“We needed another physical
mechanism that would ensure the
mixing of the metal and the water,”
explained Dr Phil Mason, who
conducted most of the experiments.
Many pilot experiments helped
establish the right conditions for an
up-close, detailed study
But to capture the reaction in

enough detail, the team had to secure
the loan of a high-speed videocamera
– which costs about $100,000.
“When you say you want to film
some explosions with these
cameras... people usually don’t want
to rent them to you,” Prof Jungwirth
said.
After many trials, the team settled
on a method for reliably producing a
small explosion, which they could
observe in fine detail.
They used an alloy of sodium and
potassium, which is a liquid at room

temperature, to make sure that a
nice clean drop of metal would make
rapid, clean contact with the water –
and to stop the metal oxidising on the
way, they dropped it in a tube full of
argon, rather than air.
“We went through quite a lot of kit
before we worked out how to do it
safely,” Dr Mason said.
Finally, in collaboration with a
laboratory from the Braunschweig
University of Technology in Germany,
the chemists captured the footage
they needed.

Severe La Nina weather events in Pacific may double due to warming
OSLO – Extreme “La Nina” weather
events that cool the Pacific Ocean and
can disrupt weather world-wide will
paradoxically happen almost twice as
often in a warming world, an
international team of scientists said
yesterday.
Severe La Ninas, linked to both
floods and droughts as well as more
landfalls by Atlantic hurricanes,
would happen on average every 13
years in the 21st century if
greenhouse gas emissions keep
rising, compared with once every 23
years last century, the researchers
said.
“We show that greenhouse warming
leads to a significant increase in the
frequency of extreme La Niña

events,” said the report led by experts
at Australia’s Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO).
La Nina is the opposite of the
better-known El Nino weather event
characterised by warmer waters in
the tropical Pacific with knock-on
effects that can cause billions of
dollars of damage to food and water
supplies around the globe.
La Ninas happen unpredictably
every two to seven years, with the
last extreme event, judged by a sharp
cooling of Pacific surface waters, in
1998-99.
The findings, published in the
journal Nature Climate Change,
followed another study by lead author

Wenju Cai last year that identified a
link between El Nino and global
warming.
“We found that extreme El Nino
will double in frequency. We don’t find
evidence that the intensity will
increase. The extreme events just
occur more frequently,” he told
Reuters.
The study also indicated that La
Ninas were likely to follow El Ninos
more often, in a damaging double
dose.
Writing in a comment in Nature
Climate Change, Antonietta
Capotondi, of the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Earth System
Research Laboratory, said the

findings were “plausible”, but urged
more study.
Capotondi said it seemed counterintuitive that La Ninas, linked to cool
waters, might happen more often in a
warmer world.
Under La Nina conditions, however,
heat over land in the Western Pacific
including Australia and Indonesia
would suck winds westwards off the
ocean, in turn drawing waters from
the depths and cooling the ocean
surface.
Among other extremes coinciding
with the 1998-99 La Nina, river
floods and storms killed thousands of
people in China and Bangladesh. In
1998, Hurricane Mitch killed 11 000
people in Honduras and Nicaragua.
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It’s Apple’s fault Nexus
6 has no fingerprint
sensor, ex-CEO says
iPhone maker Apple is
to blame for the Nexus
6 smartphone missing
a fingerprint sensor,
says the former CEO of
Motorola.
Dennis Woodside said in
an interview published
yesterday in the UK-based
Telegraph that Motorola –
which co-developed the
Nexus 6 with Google – had
plans to put a fingerprint
sensor on the back of the
phone but that the idea
was ultimately scuttled
after Apple acquired fingerprint sensor maker
AuthenTec in 2012.
“The secret behind that
is that it was supposed to
be fingerprint recognition,
and Apple bought the best
supplier,” Woodside told
the Telegraph, referring to
the dimple on the back of
the Nexus 6 that currently

houses the Motorola logo.
“So the second-best supplier was the only one
available to everyone else
in the industry and they
weren’t there yet.”
Fingerprint sensing
technology has been
around for quite some
time, but is relatively new
to smartphones and
tablets. Apple’s iPhone 5S
was the first smartphone
from that company to
come with the technology,
which allows devices to
“read” a person’s fingerprint and perform any
number of tasks, including accessing a home
screen and getting into an
app. The technology is
viewed as an improvement to security, though
there have been several
hacks leaked to the Web
that show how fooling fin-

gerprint sensors in smartphones isn’t all that difficult.
Apple
bought
AuthenTec in 2012 for
$356 million. That company offered a technology
unlike any other in the
marketplace, by allowing
users to simply hold their
finger over the sensor for
prints to be recognised.
Other major sensor makers, including Validity,
which is owned by
Synaptics, at that time required people to swipe
their fingers over a sensor.
Not long after Apple acquired AuthenTec, Apple
took the technology off the
market for use in Touch
ID for the iPhone 5S. That
same technology is also in
the iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus, as well as the company’s latest iPads.

Google won’t fix Android security flaw
GOOGLE has admitted
that there is a security
issue that can leave
phones and tablets running older versions of
Android open to hacking.
And the company says it’s
not planning to do anything about it.
Unlike Apple, which
makes a big deal of releasing one new version of its
iOS operating system each
year and gets most of its
users to upgrade quickly,
Google may quietly put
out a couple new versions
of Android with new features in a year – and many
of its users don’t bother to

move up. It’s estimated
that 60 per cent of Android
users have an outdated
operating system.
As a result, not only do
you have “fragmentation”,
which means that people
are not running the same
versions of software, but
some older versions will
have security problems
that require patches.
Google argues it can’t go
back and fix every issue in
every different version out
there.
“So they say, listen this
is the cut-off, if you’re on
the version from 2013 or
earlier we just can’t go fix

everything anymore. You
have to upgrade,” CNET
editor Dan Ackerman
stated.
“You have to draw the
line somewhere,” he
added.
New phones bought
within the last couple
years are probably OK.
But Google recommends
that users upgrade to the
latest operating system for
the best security features.
Those who are resistant to
a full OS upgrade should
at least use the current
version of Google’s
Chrome as the default
browser.

The Nexus 6’s dimple was supposed to house a fingerprint sensor.

Google’s Nexus 6
launched late last year.As
in previous models, the
Nexus 6 isn’t actually built
by Google, but instead by
third-party device maker
Motorola. Several companies have built products
for the Nexus line in the
past, including HTC and
LG.The key distinction between Nexus and other
Android handsets is that
the devices must run standard versions of Android.
Other handsets running
on Android often come
with an operating system
“skin”, developed by the
device maker, to differentiate their products.
The Nexus 6 has generally earned solid reviews,
thanks to its vibrant sixinch screen and thin design. CNET Reviews gave
the device four stars out

of five last year, calling
“the most powerful pure
Android handset available
and the largest Nexus
yet”. Still, the dimple on
the back of the handset
caused some to question
what Motorola might have
been thinking when it
added the feature to the
backplate. Woodside, who
served as Motorola’s chief
executive when it was
planning and building the
smartphone, has finally
answered that question.
If the Nexus 6 had come
with a fingerprint sensor,
it wouldn’t have been the
first Android device to
have one. Products such
as the HTC One Max and
the Samsung Galaxy S5
have come with fingerprint sensors. However,
they were engineered by
companies other than

AuthenTec and have been
roundly criticised for being
unreliable – a complaint
echoed by Woodside in his
comments
to
the
Telegraph. Motorola’s
Atrix 4G smartphone had
a fingerprint reader from
AuthenTec, but it was an
earlier version that also
inconsistently worked.
Although Motorola declined to comment on
Woodside’s comments, he
would likely be the person
to know.Woodside worked
at Google before being appointed Motorola’s CEO
when the search company
acquired the mobile phone
maker.After Motorola was
sold to Lenovo last year,
Woodside move on to
Dropbox, where he serves
as the cloud-storage company’s chief operating
officer.

Report: Apple, Samsung to remain bedfellows for next iPhone
THOUGH bitter rivals,
Apple and Samsung are
showing no signs of scrapping their relationship in
the mobile chip business,
according to a new report.
Samsung, which builds
consumer electronics as
well as processors, will
provide 75 per cent of the
chips that Apple will need
in its next iPhone, South
Korea-based
Maeil
Business Newspaper reported yesterday, citing
people who claim to have
knowledge of the companies’ plans. Samsung will
produce the chips, believed to be dubbed A9, at
its factory in Austin,

Texas, the report says.
Samsung has provided
processors for Apple’s
smartphones for years.
While Apple has said little
publicly about this, a
steady stream of reports
and rumours over the last
couple of years suggest
that the company dislikes
paying a rival for processors and has been looking
elsewhere for chip production.
For Apple, the alternatives in chip production
are numerous, though
seemingly unappealing.
Samsung has a wide
range of competitors, including GlobalFoundries

and
Taiwan
Semiconductor. So far,
however, Apple has been
incapable of moving all of
its production to other
providers. Exactly why
the company has been
loath to rely heavily on the
other firms is unknown.
For Samsung, producing chips for Apple’s
iPhone is a financial boon.
With every device that
Apple orders, Samsung
gets a piece of the action,
effectively generating revenue not only on its own
Galaxy smartphones but
also on iPhones themselves.
The amount of money

Samsung can generate off
the iPhone is not negligible. According to research
firm IHS Technology,
Apple spent $30.3 billion
on processors for all of its
products in 2013. While
the iPhone is just a piece
of that total figure, it’s a
sizeable
one.
In
September, IHS said that
Apple pays $20 per unit
for processors built into its
iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus, with costs slightly
cheaper on older models
for legacy chips. In its fiscal fourth quarter that
ended in September,
Apple sold 39.3 million
iPhones, including the

iPhone 6 and 6 Plus.
While Samsung was the
leading processor maker
in the iPhone 6, Taiwan
Semiconductor has also
produced chips for Apple’s
smartphones. It’s unknown whether that
arrangement will continue with the next
iPhone.
Apple and Samsung
have been archrivals in
the mobile business for
the last several years. The
companies are the two
most popular smartphone
makers worldwide and, in
the fourth quarter, combined to control over
three-quarters of the US

market. Samsung and
Apple have traded barbs
over the years – in the
media and in the courtroom – particularly over
alleged patent infringement.
One ball still in the air is
just when the next iPhone
might hit store shelves.
Considering that the
iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus
launched
in
September and that Apple
has lately stuck to a fall
launch for new smartphones, the rumour mill
points to a similar time
frame. Production, therefore, likely won’t start for
several months.
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Uzo Aduba,Viola Davis among full
TV winners at 2015 SAG Awards

Bridge

THE 21st Annual Screen Actors
Guild Awards has been
wrapped up and “Orange Is the
New Black” came out as a big
winner in TV field. The Netflix
hit series took home the first
award presented at the Sunday,
January 25 event, which was
Outstanding Performance by a
Female Actor in a Comedy
Series.
Uzo Aduba won the prize, beating
out Julie Bowen (“Modern Family”),
Edie Falco (“Nurse Jackie”), Julia
Louis-Dreyfus (“Veep”) and Amy
Poehler (“Parks and Recreation”).
She held back tears as she thanked
series creator Jenji Kohan and her
co-stars on the comedy.
The show additionally won
Outstanding Performance by an
Ensemble in a Drama Series over
other strong contenders including
“The Big Bang Theory”, “Brooklyn
Nine-Nine”, “Modern Family” and
“Veep”.
The Outstanding Performance by
a Male Actor in a Comedy Series
title, meanwhile, went to
“Shameless” star William H. Macy.
He cracked a joke in his acceptance
speech as saying, “I have written so
many great acceptance speeches
that I never got to give, but not
tonight. To my fellow nominees... ah,
forget it, you lost.”
In drama categories, “House of
Cards” star Kevin Spacey and “How
to Get Away with Murder” lead actress Viola Davis were honoured
with Outstanding Performance by a

Uzo Aduba.

Viola Davis.

Male and a Female Actor respectively. Spacey defeated the likes of
Steve Buscemi (“Boardwalk
Empire”), Peter Dinklage (“Game of
Thrones”) as well as “True
Detective” stars Woody Harrelson
and Matthew McConaughey, while
Davis won over Claire Danes
(“Homeland”), Julianna Margulies
(“The Good Wife”), Tatiana Maslany
(“Orphan Black”), Maggie Smith
(“Downton Abbey”) and Robin
Wright (“House of Cards”).
Other winners at the prize-giving
event were Mark Ruffalo
(Outstanding Performance by a
Male Actor in a Television Movie or
Miniseries), Frances McDormand

(Outstanding Performance by a
Female Actor in a Television Movie
or Miniseries), “Downton Abbey”
cast (Outstanding Performance by
an Ensemble in a Drama Series)
and “Game of Thrones” for
Outstanding Action Performance by
a Stunt Ensemble in a Comedy or
Drama Series. “Modern Family”,
who led the nominees with four, had
to come home empty handed.
The 2015 SAG Awards also presented trophies for the best movie
actors. Meanwhile, Debbie Reynolds
was
honoured
with
Life
Achievement Award which was presented by her own daughter Carrie
Fisher.

SPORTS
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BFA hoping to
keep Falopa
IN the event that the
Barbados Football
Association has its way,
their
Brazilian
Technical Director will
be assisting the sport
for an even longer time.
That is because the
local governing body
for football is actively
seeking to secure an
extension of Falopa’s
contract.
Having started in his
post late last year on an
initial six-month stint,
Falopa hit the ground
running. Bringing with
him over 40 years of
coaching
and
administrative experience
from working all over the
world, he has put on and
taught several workshops
and courses in coaching,
futsal, beach soccer and
more, as well as doubled as
a coach for some of the

island’s national teams.
Speaking during a
media conference last
week, BFA President
Randy Harris explained
that the association would
love to keep Falopa past
February as he has been
an invaluable asset to
football on the island. “As
far as things are at the
moment, we have a
caretaker coach in Mr.
Falopa. He started out
working with the Under23 team, but it looks now,
with the situation that we
have been found, that we
will have to ask him to
handle both our senior
teams for us in these
campaigns. He cannot do
both jobs and the BFA can
only afford to deal with one
coach at the time in terms
of finances. So he has
accepted to assist us with
the coaching of our senior

BFA Technical Director Marcos Falopa speaking to some of the island’s young footballers during a recent
workshop for futsal at held at the Wildey Gymnasium.

teams,” he said.
During the same
briefing, when asked about
what he thought Barbados
lacked at the present
moment, Falopa said that
we had what was needed,
but that the aim now was
to stay on the right track.“I

Tyrel Rayside of Blue House (right) powering into first place and Dominick
Cadogan of Green Hoe second in Heat 1 of the Under 13 Boys 200m.

wouldn’t
say
that
Barbados is lacking
anything.We are fortunate
to have a president like Mr.
Harris. He has perfect
vision and good ideas to try
to build up, not only the
Men’s, Women’s, Grass
Roots and Futsal now. We

need time because one year
is not enough. We need
expertise because you can
make it good but if you
don’t make the foundation
very good it will all fall
down. We really need to
train more with our
national team and the

clubs but if you compare
with other countries, I
think that we need to go a
little bit further and work
a little bit more. But
technically, it is interesting.
The style of the players, the
skill of the players is very
good,” he said. (MP)

Yuriko Harewood won
the U-17 Girls L Jump
with a leap 4.96m.

Ellerslie decide finalists at Stadium
ALL and sundry will be
gunning to take down
Straughn House (Blue)
when Ellerslie Secondary
takes to the track for
their 2015 inter-house
athletic championships.
Taking to the National
Stadium yesterday for
their eliminations, the

entire school will be back
in Bush Hall on February
17, for the main event.
The
sheep
were
separated from the goats
at the end of yesterday
with one champion being
decided thus far. Already
on her way to bringing
home big points for

Straughn is Yuriko
Harewood and the
Under-17 athlete started
with a Gold in the Long
Jump with 4.98 Metres.
Brathwaite House
(Gold) is also expected to
do well this year and will
be boasting the likes of
Dacea Scantlebury in the

Under-13 division. The
cross country champion
should nab some points
for Brathwaite over the
longer distances. Before
they all settle up next
month, the field events
will
be
completed
this week at the school.
(MP)

Ronnisha Griffith of Yellow House winning Heat 1 of
the U-13 Girls 200m.
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Girls Under-16 and Under-18 champion
Olivia Warden.

The top four in the Under-16 boys (from right) Champion Che Allan, Jacob Burke, Zander Venezia and Andrew Rose.

Olivia Warden and Che Allan double up at Surfing Awards
OLIVIA WARDEN and Che Allan
walked away as double crown
champions when the Barbados
Surfing Association held their
awards ceremony over the
weekend.
Warden won the Girls Under-18 and
Under-16 categories, while Allan won the
boys equivalent as the two competed in
multiple age categories.
The Awards ceremony was held at

Blakey’s and Warden first had to beat
out Giselle Allan, Jodie Burke as well as
Gabriella Gittens and Roma Bellori in
the under-16. Warden then went on to
top Giselle Allan who had to settle for
second place once again, this time in the
Under 18 Division. Roma Bellori was
third this time and Gittens fourth.
At the awards ceremony it was
revealed that this year will see the return
of the cadet category in an effort to

encourage more surfers at a younger age.
This would allow for the young surfers to
receive help in the water.
In the Open Women’s category the
winner was Chelsea Roett as Giselle
Allan had to settle for her third second
place in as many categories.
Warden was third and Gittens fourth.
In the boys, Che Allan first beat out
Jacob Burke in the Under-16 boys for the
title. Zander Venezia was third and

Andrew Rose fourth. Che Allan then
returned in the Under-18 to beat Jacob’s
older brother Joshua Burke to the title.
Dane Mackie was third and Venezia
fourth.
However in the Open category Joshua
Burke captured the title over Dane
Mackie, Bruce Mackie and Evan Moll.
Caleb Rapson won the Under-12 Boys
from Cameron Moll and Tai Garrett.
(CG)

Jacob Burke (right) filling in for his brother Joshua Burke who had won the Open men’s category. From left is fourth place Evan Moll, third place Bruce Mackie and
second place Dane Mackie.
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Inspire Sports
Under-13 cricket
knocks 3rd round
THREE
teams
registered their first win
and another three
remained unbeaten
after the third round of
the Inspire Sports
Under-13
cricket
competition on Sunday.
Isolation Cavaliers
Juniors, Police Juniors and
Wildey Juniors all had
victories for the first time,
while Fusionz Boutique
Passage
United,
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors and Franklyn
Stephenson’s Academy
kept their perfect record
intact.
At KMV Oval, Isolation
Cavaliers Juniors’ 205 for
six from their 35 overs was
the highest score of the day.
Seth Agard made a fine 58
and his younger brother
Reuben chipped in with 34.
In reply, Mill Wall Saints
were routed for a miserly
30 in just 12 overs and went
under by a whopping 175
runs.Tre Riley claimed four
for 11 and Kodie Ramsay
three for eight.
At King George V
Memorial Park, Signia
Financial Wildey Juniors
won a low-scoring affair by
33 runs. They were
dismissed for a paltry 85,
with Left-arm spinner
Saveyo Blenman grabbing
five for 13. However, the
visitors rebounded and
RCB St. Philip Juniors
were all out for 52.
Police juniors on the back
of an attacking unbeaten
65, from Antonio Morris
rattled up 154 for five from
24 overs in a match affected
by rain at Briar Hall. His
knock came off 50 balls and
included seven fours.
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors ‘B’ were then
restricted to 76 for four.
At
Bridgefield,
champions Carlton Juniors
lost by nine- wickets to
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors ‘A’ in a top-of-the table clash of the previously
two unbeaten teams in zone
‘B’. The home-side was
bundled out for a meagre
63 and Wanderers Juniors
‘A’ then cruised to the target
with 15 overs to spare.
Jedia Blades struck a
splendid undefeated 59
with nine fours in Dover
Juniors 135 for eight from
their 35 overs at Passage
Road. However, his effort
was in vain as Passage
United then reached 136 for
six with eight balls to go.
The improving Franklyn

Stephenson’s Academy led
by a four-wicket haul from
left-arm spinner Renacko
Belgrave (4-13) and pacer
Hans Campbell (3-10), sent
Empire Juniors tumbling
to 98 all out at Bennetts.
Jaden Leacock lashed an
unbeaten 42 to see his team
to victory by eight wickets
and 89 balls to spare. (PR)

Summarised scores
Zone A

At Passage Rd: Dover Juniors
135-8 in 35 overs (Jedia
Blades 59 n.o, N. Goddard 24;
R. Worrell 2-14). Passage
United 136-6 in 33.4 overs (T.
Walcott 41 n.o, R. Clarke 27,
C. Hoyte 16, J. Belle 10; J.
Blades 2-23). Passage United
won by four wickets.
At Bennetts: Empire Juniors
98 in 29.1 overs (J. Miller 19,
K. Chase 11; R. Belgrave 4-13,
H. Campbell 3-10). Franklyn
Stephenson’s Academy 99-2 in
20.1 overs (J. Leacock 42 n.o,
M. Young 20). Franklyn
Stephenson’s Academy won by
eight wickets.
At Market Hill: St. George
Lions vs North Stars Juniors.
NB: No play due to wet
conditions, Match to be
replayed.
At Briar Hall: Police Juniors
154-5 in 24 overs (Antonio
Morris 65 n.o, S. Belle 17, S.
Forde 14, C. Scott 13; Z.
Corbin 2-29). CounterPoint
Wanderers Juniors ‘B’ 76-4 in
24 overs (O. Smith 11 n.o, K.
Grant 11 n.o, K. Lewis 10).
Police Juniors won by 78 runs.

Zone B
At Bridgefield: Carlton Juniors
63 in 26 overs (R. Armstrong
24, J. Bethell 3-9, T. Burrowes
2-14, T. O’neale 2-0).
CounterPoint Wanderers
Juniors ‘A’ 64-1 in 20 overs (H.
Hart 23 n.o).
At King George V Memorial
Park: Signia Financial Wildey
Juniors 85 in 24.3 overs (M.
Hoyte 12, K. Jordan 12, A.
Watkins 12; Saveyo Blenman
5-13, R. Roach 2-2). RBC St.
Philip Juniors 52 in 27.5 overs
(M. Stuart 10; A. Watkins 3-5,
J. Hoyte 2-14, K. Waite 2-16).
Wildey Juniors won by 33 runs.
At KMV Oval: Isolation
Cavaliers Juniors 205-6 in 35
overs (Seth Agard 58, R. Agard
34, K. Quintyne 33, T. Riley 20;
K. Jordan 2-28, E. Hooper 240). Mill Wall Saints 30 in 12
overs (T. Riley 4-11, K. Ramsey
3-8). Isolation Cavaliers won by
175 runs.
At Speightstown: St. Catherine
Juniors vs Northern Cricket
Academy. Match to be replayed. (PR)
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Special Olympics
Football Tournament
kicks off this Friday
THE excitement of
seven-a-side football
comes to the National
Sports Council Playing
Field, Blenheim, My
Lord's Hill, on Friday,
in the Special Olympics
Barbados National
Games Football Tournament. The Learning
Centre and the All
Saints Primary Special
Unit will be out to defend their senior and
junior titles, but it
won’t be an easy task.
In the previous tournament, teams from the
Alma Parris Memorial
Secondary School, the Ann
Hill School and the Challenor Creative Arts Training Centre, presented
strong competition for the

Senior Division Championship, while young athletes from the Alma Parris
Memorial School, the Erdiston Special School, the
Eagle Hall Primary Annex
and the St. Matthews
Primary Annex, put forth a
spirited battle for the Junior Division Championship.
There will be more of the
same this year. The Special Olympics Barbados
National Games Football
Tournament promises another great day of sports,
with an added feature.
Some of the intellectually
challenged athletes who
will be in action will also
travel to Los Angeles,
California this year ,for the
2015 Special Olympics

World Summer Games,
where Barbados athletes
will compete against
teams from more than 170
countries.
The public is invited to
come out, cheer and help
bolster the confidence of
the local athletes. The
Special Olympics Barbados National Games Football Tournament, as all
other Special Olympics
sports events, is free of
charge.
Special Olympics Barbados athletes are currently
training for the 2015 World
Games. Local athletes are
scheduled to compete in
football, aquatics, track
and field, bocce and golf.
All of Barbados can become a part of that effort.

Special Olympics athlete Ancil Powlett evades defenders with some nifty footwork.

Digicel, in its continuing
support of Special
Olympics, has established
the “Digicel Road to the
World Games Fund” to
help make their dreams

come true. Collection tins
have been placed in Digicel
locations and many other
participating businesses
nationwide. Direct donations can also be made to

the Digicel Road to the
World Games Fund at
CIBC First Caribbean
International Bank, account
number
1001111009.
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REAL ESTATE
Milestone
Realty
428-9376/259-9019
FOR RENT
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom house
in
Rendezvous
Gardens
$1400.00.

FOR SALE
LOTS
Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

FOR SALE
Two properties, near kayaking
Club, Inch Marlow/Long Beach,
50 yds from ocean:

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00
Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00
Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00
Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Two storey 5 Bedroom, 2
bathroom house with pool
$950,000

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00
Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00
Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00
PROPERTIES
Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00

Three bedroom 2 bath timber
property on 9,000 sq. ft.
$550,000.

Williams sisters
advance to
quarterfinals at
Australian Open
MELBOURNE – The
Williams sisters are
back in the
quarterfinals of a
Grand Slam, and
neither one is there
just to watch.
Venus Williams
continued her impressive
career resurgence at the
Australian Open with a
6-3, 2-6, 6-1 win over
sixth-seeded Agnieszka
Radwanska last night,
reaching the last eight at
a major for the first time
since the 2010 US Open.
Younger sister, Serena

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

NOTICES

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00
Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bathroom Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00
Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00
Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00
Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

CAPSTONE
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED
Construct Wood & Wall Houses
House & Roof Repairs
Renovations & Extensions
Tree Trimming & Cutting
Tel:(246)267-1600

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00
FOR RENT
Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apartment
$1,600.00 monthly
Contact: Telephone
(246) 432-7191
Website: www.creis.com

SERVICES FOR
RENT
Your Booking Agent for
Live Musicians
Caribbean Musician

L.L. BUILDING &
Maintenance
Specials on
Renovating, Building,
Repainting

Tel:230- 9500

Large Residential
Small quick fix-up jobs

JOB SEEKERS

Tel:237-7874

Auxiliary nurse 12 years
experience seeks job as nurse
or companion with the elderly.
Nights only. Call or whatsapp
Tel:828-7419

VEHICLES

Antique mahogany leather writing desk with chair and desk
lamp

2002 Mitsubishi Lancer
Loaded
Recently painted
Engine needs some repairs
Price negotiable.

Tel:233-9654

Contact:235-2363 for details

FOR SALE

Williams, was supporting
her and cheering for her
from the stands at Rod
Laver Arena, just hours
after she had to dig deep
for a 2-6, 6-3, 6-2
comeback win over
Garbine Muguruza on the
same court.
The sisters haven’t both
advanced this far at a
major since Serena won
Wimbledon in 2010, their
careers seemingly veering
off at opposite
trajectories.
Serena has won five
Grand Slam titles in the
interim, lifting her tally
to 18, while seven-time
major winner Venus has
laboured for years since
being diagnosed in 2011
with Sjogren’s syndrome,
which causes fatigue and
inflammation. She’d only
been beyond the third
round once at a Grand
Slam event since the
start of 2011, and many
thought she’d never
return to the last eight.
Even so, she’s not getting
too excited four wins into
a tournament.
"I guess from the
outside looking in, I guess
it could look like that,”
the seven-time major
winner said. “But for me
I’m just really focused
and poised right now. I
feel like I’ve been here
before, so it’s not like I’m
jumping up and down for
joy, ‘Oh, shoot, what is
this? I’ve never done this.’
“Yes, I’ve done this. This
is what I’m always going
into each tournament
thinking I want to do.
Now is my moment and I
want to keep this moment
going.”
The 34-year-old Venus
next face Madison Keys, a
19-year-old American who
was inspired to play
tennis by watching the
Williams sisters.
Serena was motivated
by a Grand Slam loss
that stung her more than
any last year in her
match against No. 24seeded Muguruza, who
had conceded only four
games to her in a secondround upset at the 2014
French Open.
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BARBADOS STOCK REPORT

Regular Market
Security

Volume High

CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION
MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED

January 26, 2015

5,000
3,243
1,402

Low

Price

Advance/
DECLINE

$2.48 $2.48 $3.00
$1.75 $1.75 $1.75
$20.00 $20.00 $20.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Three securities traded firm as 9,645 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $46,115.25. Cable and Wireless
Barbados Limited was the volume leader trading 5,000 shares at $2.48 before closing firm at $3.00. They were followed by Sagicor
Financial Corporation and Massy Holdings Limited which traded 3,243 and 1,402 shares respectively.

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING

BARBADOS ST OCK EXCHANGE

Local
Cross-list
Composite

TODAY'S TRADING

January 26th, 2015
LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH

LOW

DATE

LAST

CURRENT PRICE

BID

ASK

BID

ASK

CLOSE CLOSE

CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE

SIZE

ABV Investments Incorporated

23-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.32

$0.32

-

10,500

$0.25

$0.30

9,000

BICO Limited

22-Jan-15

-

-

-

$1.82

$1.82

-

$1.80

-

7,228

-

Banks Holdings Limited

03-Dec-14

-

-

-

$2.90

$2.90

-

$2.50

$2.80

3,154

2,144

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$1.50

$1.50

-

-

$1.60

-

803
26

Barbados Farms Limited

11-Dec-14

-

-

-

$0.50

$0.50

-

$0.25

$0.83

20,000

Cable and Wireless Barbados Limited

26-Jan-15

5,000

$2.48

$2.48

$3.00

$3.00

$0.00

-

$2.50

-

4,586

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited

08-Jan-15

-

-

-

$3.00

$3.00

-

$3.00

$3.65

1,629

566

FirstCaribbean International Bank -*

08-Jan-15

-

-

-

$1.80

$1.80

-

$1.85

$1.90

50

16,566

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Dev Fund

15-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.22

$0.22

-

$0.17

$0.22

16,333

20,000

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Value Fund

15-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.55

$0.55

-

$0.50

$0.55

16,333

20,000

216,422 -

Goddard Enterprises Limited

23-Jan-15

-

-

-

$6.34

$6.34

-

$6.40

-

Insurance Corporation Of B’dos Limited

22-Jan-15

-

-

-

$2.41

$2.41

-

-

$2.41

-

3,769

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited

05-Nov-14

-

-

-

$0.15

$0.15

-

$0.10

$0.30

5,000

4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref

08-Dec-14

-

-

-

$3.30

$3.30

-

$3.11

-

1,722

-

-

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated

23-Dec-14

-

-

$25.70

$25.70

-

$21.75 $25.70 212

Massy Holdings Limited

26-Jan-15

1,402

$20.00 $20.00 $20.00

$20.00

$0.00

$18.00 $20.00 1,000

291

One Caribbean Media Limited

09-Jan-15

-

-

-

$6.20

$6.20

-

$6.81

$8.25

5,000

205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref 6.5% 22-Jan-15

-

-

-

$2.26

$2.26

-

$2.00

$2.26

630

3,411

Sagicor Financial Corporation

3,243

$1.75

$1.75

$1.75

$1.75

$0.00

$1.75

$1.80

52,667

76,942

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Limited 18-Nov-14

-

-

-

$8.00

$8.00

-

-

$8.00

-

4,870

Trinidad Cement Limited

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$0.80

$0.80

-

-

$2.00

-

1,100

West India Biscuit Company Limited

26-Aug-14

-

-

-

$10.46

$10.46

-

$13.00 -

1,000

-

26-Jan-15

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD

4,245

9,645

JUNIOR MARKET
21-May-12

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund
Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund
Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund

18-Dec-13

$10.50

$10.50

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade)
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of
our website - www.bse.com.bb
SECURITY

VOLUME LIMIT

SECURITY

VOLUME LIMIT

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED

3,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref

100

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED

4,000

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref

7,500

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION

10,000

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED
B'DOS FARMS LIMITED
BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED

CHANGES
-

January 26, 2015
5,352.35
2,861.70
8,214.06

LAST TRADING

CHANGES

Local
Cross-list
Composite

January 23, 2015
5,352.35
2,861.70
8,214.06

-

MUTUAL FUND
January 26, 2015
ENDED

NAME OF FUND

NAV

23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
15-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
31-Dec-14
31-Dec-14
31-Dec-14
23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15
23-Jan-15

REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND
REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -*
REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND
CLICO BALANCED FUND INC.
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.
ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND

w
w
w
w
w
w
w
m
ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m
ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND m
SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND
w
SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND
w
SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND w

1.4808
1.4953
1.2645
1.286
4.8106
1.8425
1.0032
4.6740
0.8257
1.4202
2.28
1.28
1.04

OFFER BID

NAV
CHANGE
-0.0002
0.0013
-0.0023
-0.0060
4.8106 4.8106 0.0008
-0.0079
-0.0043
4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
1.4202 1.3918 0.0029
0.02
0.03
0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div
NOTES:
QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.
m = monthly valuation,
q = quarterly valuation, w = weekly

Fixed Income
Last Trade
Date
B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017

27-Jun-14
29-Dec-14
16-Sep-14
20-Nov-14
16-Sep-14

Bid
Price

$103.00

Ask
Bid
Ask
Price
Size
Size
$101.00
7,000
$105.50
30,000
$106.50 13,000 13,000
$100.00
105,000
$107.00
43,000
$102.00
25,000
$105.00
15,000

NEWS

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund

LAST TRADING
January 23, 2015
2,132.22
1,706.54
610.30

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions)

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
COMPANY

January 26, 2015
2,132.22
1,706.54
610.30

300
1,500
100

THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED

300

WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED

300

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000

JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED

10,000

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED

1,500

NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED

6,500

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY DEV FUND

10,000

ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED

4,000

3,500

TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED

10,000

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY VALUE FUND

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND

100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND

100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED

1,000

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND
ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND

100
100

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.
Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.
Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.
Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company will be held on February 6th, 2015.
PUT THROUGH NOTICE
CIBC FirstCaribbean Trust and Merchant Bank Limited would like to
announce the put-through of 14,166 shares in FirstCaribbean
International Bank at $1.90 set to take place on January 28th, 2015.
DIVIDEND DECLARATION
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.
Banks Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that, by resolution in
lieu of a meeting dated January 20th, 2015, the Directors of the
Company have now determined that the payment date for the final
dividend of ten (10) cents per share will be paid on February 11th, 2015,
instead of February 4th, 2015 as previously stated, to Shareholders on
record at close of business on January 30th, 2015 instead of the
previously set record date of January 27th, 2015.
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Nicholas Gill is 2014 Karting champion
By Corey Greaves

CHAIRMAN of the
Barbados Karting
Association, Stephen
Mayers believes that
the new 1000m karting
track at Bushy Park
will take karting to a
new level.
That was his assertion
during his address at the
Awards ceremony for the
BKA at the Bushy Park
Club House on Saturday.
He mentioned some
highlights of the 2014
year, such as the karters
meeting F1 champion
Lewis Hamilton. In a light
moment, Mayers ensured
the parents that unlike
last year, this year there
will be no meets held on
Father’s Day and Mother’s
Day.
The 2014 Frutee
Champion Driver title
went to Nicholas Gill who
also won the Yamaha 310
Premier Class with 450
points.
His lead was an
impressive 64 points
ahead of his nearest rival
Kyle Proverbs.
Javani Smith carried off
a number of awards on the
night. He was the most
improved driver of the
year and he also won the
X30 class convincingly
with 376 points.
Smith’s closest rival,
Aiden Fortier, was over
100 points adrift on 248,
while Tremaine Forde
Catwell who clocked the
fastest lap of the year was

Tremaine Forde-Catwell (right) clocked the fastest time around the track for
2014. He was also third in the X30 Class. Here he collects his award from Sue
Rogers.

third with 206.
Fourth pace was Brian
Stuart (117) who was also
the rookie of the year and
Ricky Kirton rounded off
the top six.
In the 270 class the
battle was much closer for
the championship. Zane
Maloney and Saviola

Thomas fought down to
the wire and in the end a
mere
four
points
separated the two talented
young drivers.
It was Maloney who laid
claim to the title with 368
points, while Thomas had
to settle for second place
with 364.

Joshua Maloney was
third and Clavin Barlett
fourth.
The Shifter class was
won by Kevon Griffith
over Sean Maloney, Mark
Jordan and Stuart
Maloney.
CONT’D on next page

The 2014 champion Driver Nicholas Gill.

Saviola Thomas (right) finished four points behind Zane Maloney in the 270 class. Here he receives his
award from Marie Thompson.
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2014 BKA Standings
CONT’D from
previous page
Yamaha 310 Premier
Class
Champion – Nicholas Gill
– 450
2nd Kyle Proverbs – 386
3rd Joshua Parris – 251
4th Krystal Kirton – 185
5th Alex Kirton – 120
Yamaha Sportsman 270
Class
1st Zane Maloney – 368
2nd Saviola Thomas –
364
3rd Joshua Maloney –
342
4th Calvin Bartlett – 257
5th Rico Alkins – 32
125 Shifter Class
1st Kevon Griffith – 105
2nd Sean Maloney – 75
3rd Mark Jordan – 42
4th Stuart Maloney – 39

Kyle Proverbs (right) was second in the
championship battle and here he collects his award
from Dionne Holmes.

X 30 Class

1st Javani Smith – 376
2nd Aiden Fortier – 248
3rd Tremaine FordeCatwell – 206
4th Orry Hunte – 175
5th Brian Stuart – 117
6th Ricky Kirton – 61
Rookie of the Year Award
for 2014
Brian Stuart
Most Improved Driver of
the Year
Javani Smith
Fastest Lap Time for
2014
Tremaine Catwell with a
time of 33.287 seconds
Marshalls Award
Roger Sargeant, Xavier
Hinds, Selwyn Maloney,
Carl Bedford, Mervin
Holder, David Russell,
David Carter, Robert
Springer, Roland Gilkes
and Peter Alleyne

Sean Maloney (right) collecting his second place
award in the shifter class from Sue Rogers.

The Yamaha 270 Class champion Zane Maloney (right) receives his trophy from
Kristina Thompson.

Javani Smith (right) was the most improved driver and the X30 Class champion.

Olivia Warden,
Che Allan double up
at Surfing awards
Page 24
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GET BACK INTO
READING BOOKS
ONE Minister is concerned that persons,
especially the youth,
who are only reading
e-copy are missing out
on a significant experience made available
only through interaction with physical
pages.
Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth,
Stephen Lashley, on
Sunday, called on young
persons to avail themselves of a copy of the
officially launched text
entitled ‘From London to
Ilaro Court: A Dream Cut
Short’, “as a reminder of
the importance of connecting yet with words,
actual words on paper”.
At Almond Bay, he
shared his concern stating that, “In an age of
course where the computer, where the social
media has to a great extent taken over our lives
and our very existence,
one young lady remarked
to me the other day that
she often marvelled at
the fact that not many of
her peers were involved
in actually reading

Browsing through the stories and photographs in ‘From London to Ilaro Court: A Dream Cut Short’ authored
by mother of the late Hon. David Thompson, Margaret Knight (second from right), were (L-R) wife of the late
David Thompson, Mara Thompson; Prime Minister of Barbados the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart; and Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth, Stephen Lashley.

material on paper, and
that most of the time was
spent scrolling the finger
across an iPad, iPhone
and that the feel of connecting with a book was
an experience that many
of our young people are
not having.
“And I believe that
notwithstanding the importance of the electronic
age, the digital age, that
we have to instil [this] in
our young people and
some of us who are not
too young too, because
many of our seniors are
being caught up in the
digital age and we are
forgetting what it is
to read books and read
magazines, which I believe offers a different
experience to scrolling
the finger across the iPad
or iPhone.”
Additionally,
the
Minister asserted, “It
is still important, in my
view, to have proper writing materials available to
help with the expansion
of one’s thinking and to
encourage persons to
think proverbially, outside the box.” (KG)
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