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THE “myth” that entrepre-
neurship cannot be taught
must be debunked.

This is the view of Chief
Entrepreneurship Expert of the
Caribbean Centre of Excellence
for Sustainable Livelihoods
(CoESL), Marcia Brandon, who
believes the society would make
an “awesome” transformation if

persons were more entrepre-
neurial.

Speaking to the Barbados
Advocate,Brandon highlighted
a recent trip to London where
she was invited by the British
High Council to speak on youth

entrepreneurship in the
Caribbean at the UK/Caribbean
Ministerial Forum. During that
trip she said she had the privi-
lege of visit the Technical Skills
Academy called Barking and
Dagenham.

She is hopeful that the struc-
ture and functions of this col-
lege can be replicated by the
CoESL.

Earlier this month the college
was named the winner of a ‘High
Impact Award’ by the organisers

behind Global
Entrepreneurship Week.

The accolade was awarded in
recognition of its contribution to
Global Entrepreneurship Week,
an event the College is keen to
support, as it encourages stu-
dents to let their entrepreneur-
ial skills shine.

TEACH on Page 5

DIFFERENT APPROACH

IT is not a matter of idolatry, the
annual memorialisation of the
Late Rt. Excellent Errol Barrow
is merely a way of remember-
ing and acknowledging his con-
tributions to this nation.

Prime Minister of Barbados,

the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart,
gave this assurance yesterday
as he delivered remarks during
the Errol Barrow Memorial
Church service held at Vauxhall
Methodist Church in Christ
Church.

He said, “We do not memori-
alise the life, times and contribu-
tions of the Late Rt. Excellent
Errol Walton Barrow because of
any commitment to any form of
idolatry. We remember Errol
Barrow because he effected fun-

damental change in our lives, in
our experience.”

Delighted to commemorate
Errol Barrow, all he stood for,
did and all he represented, he
urged, “I am pleased to be asso-
ciated with the name of Errol

Barrow and the Party which he
led, … to memorialise his life,
his times and his contribution.”

He highlighted his contribu-
tion to legislations on the
statute books as well as his 

BARROW on Page 3

Entrepreneurship can be taught to the benefit of society

Errol Barrow’s contributions memorialised

CELEBRATING YOUTH! Yesterday the Members of the Spiritual Baptist Community came together to celebrate International Day of Spiritual Baptist
Youth, with a procession from Jubilee Gardens in the City, onto Broad Street and ending at Queen’s Park Steel Shed. The children from the various churches
came out united to make the day a success, singing songs of joyful praises along the way. 
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BARROW from Page 1
advocacy for free second-
ary education and school
meals, and he gave credit
to Barrow’s vision for cre-
ating the National
Insurance Scheme (N.I.S)
fund.

PM Stuart attributed
some of his significant and
lasting impact to the fact
that,“He did not try to cap-
ture short-term popular-
ity. He also tried to say
things that would last;
things that would be a

lamp onto people’s feet,
and a light unto their
paths.”

Quoting the 36th
President of the United
States, Lyndon Johnson,
the Prime Minister reaf-
firmed in his remarks that
Barrow was “a remarkable
leader of a remarkable
people,” to the point that
“27 years after his death,”
Barrow is still the most
quoted Prime Minister by
both his adversaries and
supporters. (KG) 

THE Prime Minister of
Barbados, the Rt. Hon.
Freundel Stuart has
commended
Barbadians and his
Cabinet for their con-
tributions to ensuring
that Barbados stays
afloat through these
trying times.

Yesterday at the annual
Errol Barrow Memorial
Church Service, this year
held at Vauxhall

Methodist Church, the
Prime Minister said, “We
are not living in easy
times.”

“No previous govern-
ment in Barbados has
had to lead Barbados in
times as difficult as the
ones in which we have
passed over the last six
years. None!

“And we could not have
gotten Barbados to where
it is now were we not able

to rely on the resilience
and the loyalty and the
good faith, not only of the
people of Barbados in
general, but of the mem-
bers of the Cabinet of
Barbados, to whom I want
to say thanks this morn-
ing for the strength of
character which they
have shown.”

Therefore, he lauded
the people of this nation
and his members of

Parliament and further
assured that improve-
ments are on the horizon.

He urged, “We are going
to get through this. No
matter how long the night
lasts, dawn has to break.
There is nothing called
everlasting night or ever-
lasting day.

“And I believe that we
are beginning to see some
light but we have to con-
tinue our diligence, our

discipline and our sacri-
fices and in the fullness
of time, in the providence
of God, we will meet at
the rendezvous of [suc-
cess].”

The service acted as the
launch for the 2015 Errol
Barrow Week of
Celebrations, which will
see constituents across
the constituencies engag-
ing in various activities
on Wednesday, January

21, Errol Barrow Day, and
conclude with the Errol
Barrow Memorial lecture
being delivered by the
Prime Minister of St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Dr. Hon.
Ralph Gonsalves on
Friday at the Errol
Barrow Centre for
Creative Imagination at
the University of the West
Indies, Cave Hill campus.
(KG)

PM proud of Barbadians and Cabinet

National Hero
Barrow has
lasting impact
on country

Norma Frank has given over 40 years as an active and productive member of
the Democratic Labour Party (DLP) and she was presented by the Prime
Minister of Barbados, the Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart.

Special Needs Teacher, Maurice Pollard, has given great contribution to his
Christ Church South branch and for that he was given an award from the
Democratic Labour Party.

Ernest Yarde was rewarded for his strong support
to the Democratic Labour Party (DLP).

Anthony Padmore of Christ Church East Central
was presented with his award.

     



PARENTS are being
told that they need to
be vigilant and proac-
tive if they are to en-
sure that their chil-
dren do not become
addicted to drugs like
marijuana.

That is the message
coming from the Chair-
man of Drug Education
and Counselling Services
(DESC), Roger Husbands,
who suggested in an inter-
view with The Barbados
Advocate, that too many
parents are missing the
signs of drug use, others
are burying their heads in
the sand hoping it will go
away, and others just do
not want to know because
they are afraid to deal
with it.

Husbands said while he
is not suggesting that par-
ents become wardens in
their homes, it is impor-
tant that they take note of
their children’s friends,
not overlook any changes
in their physical appear-
ance, and take the oppor-
tunity to have face to face
interaction with their chil-
dren at least once weekly.

“Association is very im-
portant. If the child is
around deviant children
who may be smoking
drugs, your child might
not necessarily be doing it
initially, but they are
likely to start. I always tell
parents they should look
at their children’s lips and
fingertips, because they
are clever, they learn how
to blow the smoke into the
wind, or it does come back

on their clothes. They re-
move their shirts, they
wear shades to stop the
smoke from blowing into
their eyes, and they are
even walking around with
soap and toothpaste to
mask the scent,” he ex-
plained.

Husbands continued,
“So it is harder for par-
ents, because they come
home smelling sweet and
clean, but drugs can also
cause changes in behav-
iour. It may not always be
drugs that cause that
change but if you take
them to a counsellor, as
soon as you notice a
change, they can get what-
ever help they need.”

He is advocating then
that parents utilise the
professional services of a
counsellor, as the children
will be more likely to re-
late to them any issues,
knowing that the counsel-
lor cannot divulge what is
said to them. He noted
that counsellors are bound
by confidentiality, unless
the child is a danger to
themselves or others.

“If the problem is pu-
berty, then let the counsel-
lor tell you they think it is
puberty... at least a parent
will know and can deal
with it, but when you are
unsure, don’t lift your
hand up and give up –
there are places around
Barbados that you can
take the child and easily
detect what are the prob-
lems. Just please don’t
wait until it’s too late,” he
pleaded. (JRT)

Advice for
parents
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Chairman of Drug Education and Counselling
Services (DESC), Roger Husbands.

AN adopted daughter re-
cently honoured her fa-
ther’s memory by present-
ing medical equipment in
his name to the Gordon
Cummins Hospital in
Rock Hall, St. Thomas.

Maxine Jean-Marie,
who lives in London, Eng-
land,said that her adopted
father,Chesterfield Young,
who lived in Shop Hill, St.
Thomas and later
Thorpes, St. James, al-
ways encouraged her to
practise philanthropy.

Even before his death, she
had started an outreach
group which made dona-
tions to the St. Thomas
and St. Lucy District
Hospitals.

Since his death in 2011,
she established the Ches-
terfield Young Foundation
to honour his memory.The
Foundation is based in
London, with a branch in
Barbados.

This most recent dona-
tion to the Gordon Cum-
mins Hospital, included

bath chairs, a blood pres-
sure machine, a blood
sugar machine, foot spas,
walkers and massagers.
Each patient received a
gift of personal care items,
and the hospital’s staff
was presented with gift
bags.

The presentation was
made by Barbados’ former
Deputy High Commis-
sioner to London, Donville
Johnson, to Chief Public
Health Nurse, Anne
Murrell, and was wit-

nessed by family members
as well as members of the
Foundation.

Sister Murrell told the
Foundation’s members
that the donation was very
much appreciated, noting
that the medical equip-
ment would enhance the
quality of care provided to
residents. Ms.Jean-Marie
expressed her wish to con-
tinue working closely with
the hospital and the wider
elderly community in
Barbados.

Medical equipment presented to
Gordon Cummins Hospital 

        



A STATE of industrial
relations to be envied.
That is what Barbados
possesses, according to
Senator Dr. Esther Byer,
Minister of Labour, So-
cial Security and Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment.

Senator Byer was
speaking on the occa-
sion of the 75th anniver-
sary of the Labour De-
partment, which was ce-
lebrated yesterday a
church service at Duna-
mis Outreach Minis-
tries, Staple Grove
Christ Church.

The Minister was
joined by several senior
officials and stalwarts of
the Labour movement,
including Chief Labour
Officer,Vincent Burnett,
Former chief Labour
Officer Arni Walters, Sir
Roy Trotman, former
General Secretary of the
Barbados Workers
Union, and his succes-
sor, Toni Moore.

Senator Byer re-
marked that even in the
current economic cli-
mate, the country still
managed to have an en-
viable social partner-
ship in which each party
was interested in dia-
logue that allowed for is-
sues to be worked out
peacefully.

“And even when we
strike, when we protest,
we can do that peace-
fully in such a way that
allow us to be able to re-
turn the bargaining
table,” she said, adding
that in Barbados, unlike
so many other countries,
“our Chief Labour Offic-
er and our union bosses
don't have to fear for
their lives”.

“In some countries,
[those are] very danger-

ous jobs to have... [yet]
all sides, no matter what
side of the labour move-
ment you sit, can meet
and great each other
heartily on the streets,
at church and social
events.”

Recognize value
The Minister also as-

serted that often, per-
sons did not seem to re-
member the value of the
Labour Department u-
ntil they encountered an
issue.

The Department, she
said, must be lauded for
the role it has played
over the years in the re-
form and transforma-
tion of Barbadians.

Calling the system of
labour management one
element of the social
stability which has
characterised the coun-
try, she posited that the
department remained
committed to ensuring
that justice was served
in all employment-re-
lated areas.

The department is re-
sponsible for ensuring
that standards of occu-
pational safety and
health are upheld
within the workplace.
Through its National
Employment Bureau, it
facilitates local and
overseas job placement
and career counselling.

It is also mandated to
monitor and investigate
labour matters to en-
sure harmonious indus-
trious relations, while
playing a leading role in
the process of labour
legislation. Most re-
cently, it has been
charged with the facili-
tation of the Employ-
ment Rights Tribunal.
(RS)
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TWENTY-FOUR Barba-
dian entrepreneurs
will vie for various
forms of investment
and an attractive prize
package including $1
5000 from presenting
sponsor, Scotiabank,
when Bank on ME,
“The Reality Show
That Means Business”,
begins its second sea-
son on CBC TV 8, to-
morrow, Tuesday,
January 20, at 8 p.m.

The judges for the audi-
tion shows are Shelley
Williams, founder and
owner of Platinum Ser-
vices, leaders in VIP lux-
ury airport services and
the W Salons, Richard
Haynes, business execu-
tive, co-founder of Baje
International and CEO of
South Central Entertain-
ment & Marketing along
with new judge, Eddy
Abed, Managing Director
of Abed’s and  Ryan
Hunte, Business Banking
Manager, Scotiabank.
Guest Judge for the audi-
tion shows is Roseanne
Myers, General Manager,
Atlantis Submarine; and
popular media personal-
ity Alex Jordan returns as
host.

Executive Producer,
Blue Waters Productions,
Alison Saunders, says that
following the successful
inaugural season, they
were  pleased to present
Season 2 with an addi-
tional show,expanding the
series to seven episodes.

“We noted the feedback
of viewers that they
wanted to see more of the
auditions, so we now have
created two shows from
the day when we heard
pitches from the 24 con-
testants, before we cut to
12.”

The first audition show
this Tuesday will be fol-
lowed a week later with
more pitches, and the
much anticipated Judge’s
Decision. Viewers this
year also have the oppor-
tunity to support their
favourite entrepreneur by
voting for the “People’s
Choice” on the Bank on
ME website
(bankonme.tv) or
Facebook page.

The contestants have
been engaged in a dy-
namic developmental pro-
gramme since the call for
Season 2 was made last
September. Viewers of the
first episode will get be-
hind the closed doors of
one of these sessions with

extracts of an interactive
workshop on “Pitching
Techniques,”presented  by
the Cave Hill School of Bu-
siness in association with
Blue Waters Productions
Inc. Presenters at the
workshop include Dr.
Jeannine Comma, CEO of
the Cave Hill School of
Business, and Ronnie
Morris, Bank on ME
Season 1 Finalist who
shared his secrets for suc-
cessful pitching on the
show.

Viewing party
Fans of the show and en-

trepreneurs are expected
to converge on The Good
Life Cafe in Rockley for a
Bank on ME “Watch
Party,” which is being or-
ganised by FITtrepreneur
every Tuesday night.

Bank on ME is pre-
sented by Blue Waters
Productions in association
with Scotiabank, with the
support of Barbados Yel-
low Pages; Caribbean Ex-
port Development Agency,
European Union; Merville
Lynch Productions Inc.;
SFa Communications Inc,
Fund Access; National
Initiative for Service
Excellence; Youth Entre-

preneurship Scheme;
Barbados Investment and
Development
Corporation; Human Re-
source Development Stra-
tegy Unit of the Ministry

of Labour; Cave Hill
School of Business;
Barbados Entrepre-
neurship Foundation;
Dingolay; Alwyn Kirk
Photos and Irie Foods.

24 vying for investment and
prizes in Bank on ME season 2 

TEACH from Page 1

“The college is bursting
with life and creativity,
and every young person
should have that opportu-
nity. I would love the cen-
tre to reach that state
where we have all of these
different areas of focus, in
terms of skills and re-
sources. It seems to me as
if the resources are there,
the support is there.

“The college is spot on,
working in the society.…
In their canteen, it was the
students who worked the
art of the preparing and
selling. It is very much a
training institution.”

“The myth is that it can-
not be taught – just like
you teach every other sub-
ject you can teach entre-
preneurship.You can hone

the attitude and mindset
of individuals to become
really strong entrepre-
neurs.”

Brandon conceded that
it may be difficult to reach
adults.

“But I strongly believe
that if we start honing our
youth, or young people
from early... even pre-
school, it is almost as
though we are setting up
an entrepreneurial soci-
ety.”

“Can you imagine if we
had a society where we
were taught to make
something out of every sin-
gle thing, and sell it? And
we know how to price,how
to be polite, how to give
good customer service,how
not just to look for money,
but value. We would be
awesome,” she said.

Contestants in Bank on ME Season 2.

Hone skills, attitude
from a young age

Barbados’
social partnership 
enviable,
contends Dr. Byer
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THE National Union
of Public Workers
(NUPW) will be press-
ing to have a number
of young workers in
the public service ap-
pointed.

Acting General
Secretary of the NUPW
Roslyn Smith, noted the
above last week, suggest-
ing that this will be the
next issue on the agenda
to tackle, following the
protest march which the
NUPW staged in the

City of Bridgetown last
Tuesday, to bring atten-
tion to the plight of re-
trenched National
Conservation
Commission (NCC)
workers who are yet to
get monies owed to them
from government.

“There are a number 
of issues in the 
Public Service outside of
this issue here with the
NCC workers and (work-
ers from) the
Beautification (project).

There is a dire need 
for the appointment of
workers in the public
service and we are 
not going to allow 
the government again to
allow people to go
out of the service with-

out their dues’ Smith
told members of  the
media.

“So that will probably
be the next issue on the
agenda. We are looking
to get those young work-
ers who have been in

there for five and ten
years, appointed” she
stressed.

“If you want this econ-
omy to turn around, you
have to empower persons
to spend. Persons are not
going to spend when
they are temporary, be-
cause the lending agen-
cies are not going to ac-
knowledge them and if
we want to see real
growth, start here with
these workers” Smith
commented. (RSM)

A HISTORIC monument
with international ap-
peal will soon be un-
veiled in Barbados. John
Kidd and his family, or-
ganisers of the Holders
Season, have erected a
monument in memory of
Yarico, an Amerindian
woman who was sold into
slavery in Barbados dur-
ing the 17th Century by
Inkle, the man she loved.

The monument will be
unveiled by Prime
Minister, Freundel
Stuart, on Wednesday,
January 21, Errol
Barrow Day, at 10:00
a.m. at Kendal
Plantation, St. John,
where Yarico lived.
Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth,
Stephen Lashley, will ad-

dress the audience.
The public is invited to

witness the unveiling of
the monument, which is
expected to excite inter-
est in this aspect of
Barbados’ history and
generate a positive im-
pact on the island’s cul-
tural/tourism product. It
is expected to transform
the Kendal site into a
new attraction for locals
and visitors.

The Yarico story was
first recorded by Richard
Ligon in his 1657 book:
The True and Exact
History of Barbados. In
the publication, he men-
tions an Amerindian
slave girl who told him
the story of how she be-
came enslaved. On that
Ligon wrote: “So poor

Yarico, for her love, lost
her liberty.”

In 1787, when George
Colman introduced the
story to the English pub-
lic in the form of an
opera – Inkle and Yarico
- its instant popularity
surpassed everyone’s ex-
pectations. With the
onset of the abolition of
slavery, it was the right
story at the right time,
and the opera’s enor-
mous success inspired
countless other adapta-
tions, which in turn
added fuel to the grow-
ing debate on the ethics
of slavery. Subsequently,
this contributed to a
major shift in the gen-
eral perception of forced
labour, and the inhu-
mane treatment of those

in bondage.
However, the Inkle &

Yarico story disappeared
for over 200 years, until
it was rediscovered in
the 1990s. The play was
resurrected by the
Holders Season in
Barbados in 1997, and
now John Kidd has fur-
ther developed it into a
major musical, which is
about to be performed off
the West End, in London.

Renamed Yarico, it is
hoped that it will con-
tinue to have ‘legs’ and
become a world
renowned production.
The erection of the mon-
ument is not only to fur-
ther this global aware-
ness, but to cement it to
its origins – Kendal
Plantation, Barbados.

THE Community
Independence
Celebrations Secretariat
(CICS) is inviting persons
to apply for the posts of
Parish Ambassadors and
Parish Attendants for
2015.

Young, community-
minded men and 
women interested in 
being parish ambassadors
should be between 
the ages of 18 and 30.
Persons applying for the
post of parish attendant
should be 26 years or

older.
In addition, the CICS 

is also seeking persons 
to serve on the executive
body of the Parish
Independence
Committees.

All candidates must
have a sense of commu-
nity pride, be willing to
learn and work with oth-
ers,as well as reside in the
parish they wish to repre-
sent.

Interested persons
should contact the CICS
at 621-2700.

PERSONS interested in
finding out more about
climate change and its
impacts are encouraged
to sign-up for a free on-
line course entitled:
Pathways to Climate
Change Adaptation: The
Case of Small Island
Developing States
(SIDS).

Interested persons
may log on to
https://www.coursera.or
g/course/sids to register
for the five-week course,
which runs from
Monday, January 26,
until Saturday, February
28. No prior knowledge
or specific skills are re-
quired to participate in
this course, which is
jointly run by the
University of Geneva
and the United Nations
Environment
Programme, in collabo-
ration with the United
Nations Development
Programme’s National
Adaptation Planning
Global Support
Programme.

The course is designed
to provide students 
with a foundation on 
key adaptation-related
concepts, issues 
and methodological tools
in finding sustainable
solutions to challenges
facing SIDS. It
introduces students 

to the concept of climate
change; identifies 
vulnerabilities and
solutions to climate

change; and highlights
how climate change
adaptation can be inte-
grated into policy plan-
ning.

Participants will be
able to view a series of
lecture videos and be
evaluated through vari-
ous activities.
Presentations will be
made by representatives
from a number of agen-
cies, including the
United Nations, the
Global Environment
Facility, UNEP and the
United Nations Institute
for Training and
Research.

THE harsh economic
times caused the
Barbados Association of
Guidance Counsellors
(BAGC) to make some
necessary changes to
their Annual Showcase.

This is coming from
the President of  the
BAGC, Janice Jemmott
who delivered the
Welcome Address at the
Opening Ceremony for
their National Career
Showcase recently.

“The economic times
are hard not only here in
Barbados but worldwide.
Business communities
and government institu-
tions and therefore the
people of Barbados have
been impacted, so we
needed to approach the
National Career
Showcase differently and
still ensure that all of
our targeted students
could attend, our facili-

tators’ needs are taken
care of and that a wide
range of careers would
be in easy access to the
students attending.”

She said that despite
these times, guidance
counsellors still have a
role to play in helping
students make suitable
career choices.

“As counsellors, we
have been given among
other responsibilities,
the task of guiding our
students through the
process of subject choices
and career options. Along
with classroom instruc-
tions, discussions, visits
from different career
professionals, we the
BAGC have conceptual-
ized the National Career
Showcase.”

Jemmott said that one
of these changes was
moving the event to the
University of the West

Indies (U.W.I.), Cave Hill
Campus.

“It gives me great
pleasure to have 
you here this evening 
as we will  declare 
open our Tenth Annual
National Career
Showcase under the
theme, ‘Embracing the
Opportunity.’  For 
those familiar with this
event we are usually at
the Lloyd Erskine
Sandiford Centre
(LECS) or the Sir
Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium.

This year when ap-
proached by one of our
long time sponsors the
University of the West
Indies, Cave Hill
Campus through Miss.
Janet Caroo, the
Marketing and Regional
Student Development
Officer to have the career
showcase here, we

quickly embraced that
opportunity.”

Therefore the next 
two days the Campus
will be transformed into
a centre of career expo-
sure for the attending
students.

“I believe that we have
achieved that this entire
building that we are sit-
ting in now, by tomorrow
morning will be turned
into discovery rooms of
experimental learning.
The students’ senses will
be fully engaged as they
see through the eyes of
our expert facilitators. To
further engage the stu-
dents, they will be able to
walk across to the Leslie
Robinson Building and
experience the Cave Hill
Campus as a UWI stu-
dent and see all that the
other tertiary institu-
tions have to offer.”
(PJT)

Free climate
change
course for
public

Monument to be unveiled at
Kendal this Wednesday

Parish
ambassadors,
attendants &
committee
members wanted

Economic times caused changes

NUPW to push youth
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PLEASED with the
progress being made
towards the implemen-
tation of the first ever
Caricom Strategic
Plan, Secretary
General Irwin
LaRocque highlighted
that 2015 could be a
watershed year for the
community.

Addressing the opening
ceremony of the 35th
Meeting of the
Community Council of
Ministers of Caricom on
Friday, he pointed out
that critical steps are
being taken to establish
the governance and oper-
ational structures among
all the implementing
partners of the five-year
plan, which is a critical el-
ement in the reform of the
Community.

Encouraged by the pos-
itivity which has been a
factor throughout discus-

sions on the draft imple-
mentation plan,
LaRocque added that it
was a spirit important at
any time, but more signif-
icantly this year being the
first of the strategic plan.

According to him, it was
inputs such as these that
have served to elaborate
the relationship between
the national and regional
agendas, saying that
Caricom Member States,
Institutions, and the
Committee of Caricom
Ambassadors have all
contributed significantly
to various elements of im-
plementation plan.

“There was a full appre-
ciation that each of us had
a role to play in the suc-
cessful implementation of
the Plan.The enthusiasm
and commitment dis-
played by all parties in-
volved is testimony to the
strong belief in the

Strategic Plan’s potential
to assist the Member
States in meeting and de-
feating their current chal-
lenges,” he stated.

He noted that the col-
laboration, which materi-
alized from the meetings
was envisaged in the
Strategic Plan and it was
fueling a new mode of op-
eration in Community
geared towards ensuring
cohesion and working to-
wards achieving common
goals. It was a sign of the
readiness of the parties to

begin their work on ful-
filling the objectives of the
Strategic Plan to the ben-
efit of the people of the
Community, he added.

“2015 can therefore be a
watershed year in the his-
tory of our Community.
The effectiveness of act-
ing together has proven
itself time and again. Let
us continue to use that
strength in our on-going
quest to provide a better
life for the people of our
Caribbean Community,”
he stated.
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UNFORTUNATE and
unacceptable.

This is how Shadow
Minister of Tourism,
Ronald Toppin is describ-
ing the recent shortage of
natural gas on the island.

According to him, it
could not be happening at
a worst time.

“We are currently at the
peak of our winter season
and after many years of
turbulence, our tourist in-
dustry really cannot with-
stand any more shocks,”
he stressed.

In a press statement
addressing the shortage
which has heavily im-
pacted restaurants since
December, Toppin admit-
ted, “I can’t say that there
is any quick fix to this
problem,” however he
does believe it brings into
issue the whole question
of planning.

“The question really
has to be asked; has the
government been invest-
ing sufficiently in the pro-
duction of natural gas re-

serves to satisfy the de-
mand? Or perhaps put
differently, has the gov-
ernment been taking too
much profit from the oil
company such that the
company has been unable
to make adequate invest-
ment in the production of
natural gas reserves to
satisfy the demand?”

“This demand is going
to be expanded even fur-
ther once Sandals comes
on stream, and Sandals
has already been using
some natural gas reserves
for testing purposes,”
Toppin indicated.

“It is imperative that
the government moves on
this very quickly. Because
you must bear in mind
that the complaints by
tourists now are directly
about their dissatisfaction
with the service they are
receiving on the island.
We certainly do not need
to compound our prob-
lems in the industry with
unsatisfied
tourists.” (TL)

Progress being made

Toppin urging
government to
get moving on
natural gas
shortage

Secretary General Irwin LaRocque

       



WHAT kind of sugar crop will Barbados be having
this year? When will harvesting commence and
what are the projections for the sugar output in
2015? These questions come to mind having not
heard officially how preparations are going for the
forthcoming harvest, which many believe should
start no later than February barring unforeseen
circumstances.

It is recognized that an early start to the sugar
cane crop prevents the harvesting from running
into the wet season or even encountering the un-
seasonal rainfall, which has happened to the crops
of the last two to three years. By making much use
of the dry season there is ample time to get it over
with while reducing the possibility that with wet
conditions a lot of extraneous matter tends to be
picked up by the harvesters and find their way to
the factory, thereby reducing sugar recovery.

So by now a date for the start to harvesting
should have been announced.

What seems to be well known is that the
Portvale Sugar Factory in St. James will be lone
plant in operation for the second year running, as
had been expected even if the proposed industry
re-organisation had started. The project to turn
Andrews Factory into a multi-purpose processing
facility was earmarked to take more than two
years, so in any case the commencement of the
project would still mean Portvale remains in op-
eration until work is completed at Andrews.
Thereafter,Portvale would be closed unless the pri-
vate cane farmers were given permission to keep
it open.

But the project is yet to get off the ground and
that in itself is another matter where some update
is required. Government said that it wants to
maintain the industry to produce a range of prod-
ucts – sugar (both for domestic consumption and
a special grade for export), molasses and energy,
from the refurbished Andrews Sugar Factory.The
last that was heard of the project was that new fi-
nancing was being arranged to undertake the pro-
gramme because the original sources of funding
had fallen through.

Recent data indicated that last year’s crop was
a poor one as a consequence of many factors.They
include the late start to harvesting because of the
protracted negotiations for a new wages contract
on behalf of sugar workers; industrial action; un-
seasonal rainfall; and low yields. Sugar production
in 2014 fell below the 19 000 tonnes produced in
2013 and the most recent Central Bank of
Barbados data stated that the industry earned
$18 million from export sales last year, compared
to the $16 million the previous year.When it is con-
sidered that not so long ago sugar was the top
performing export commodity in Barbados, those
earnings indicate just how far the slump has
reached in this once mighty industry in Barbados.
Still it makes sense to persist with the sugar cane
industry and especially in accordance with the
plans the Government has outlined for it. And
this is inspite of the fact that Government funds
to inject in the industry are hard to come by, evok-
ing at the same time some calls for the country to
go the route of doing away with sugar.Other places
like Trinidad and Tobago and St. Kitts and Nevis
have taken the bold step that it was not profitable
to continue with sugar.

Barbados must soldier on.

Editorial

Soldiering 
on with sugar
production

BEIRUT – An Israeli heli-
copter strike in Syria killed
a commander from
Lebanon’s Hezbollah and
the son of the group’s late
military leader Imad
Moughniyah, Hezbollah
said, in a major blow that
could lead to reprisal at-
tacks.

The strike hit a convoy
carrying Jihad
Moughniyah and com-
mander Mohamad Issa,
known as Abu Issa, in the
province of Quneitra, near
the Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights, killing six
Hezbollah members in all,
a statement from the
group said.

It comes just days after
Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah said fre-
quent Israeli strikes in

Syria were a major aggres-
sion, that the group was
stronger than before and
that Syria and its allies
had the right to respond.

Shi’ite Muslim
Hezbollah,which is backed
by Iran and fought a 34-
day war with Israel in
2006, has been fighting
alongside President
Bashar al-Assad’s forces in
Syria’s four-year war.

Iran’s semi-official
Tabnak news site said sev-
eral of its Revolutionary
Guards had also been
killed in the attack, with-
out giving further details.
State-run Iranian televi-
sion said the identity of the
“martyrs”could not be con-
firmed.

The Hezbollah-run al-
Manar news channel said

the Israeli attack sug-
gested “the enemy has
gone crazy because of
Hezbollah’s growing capa-
bilities and it could lead to
a costly adventure that
will put the Middle East
at stake".

Israel’s military declined
to comment, but an Israeli
security source confirmed
to Reuters that the Israeli
military had carried out
the attack.

It was not immediately
clear what role Jihad
Moughniyah, in his 20s,
was playing in the fight-
ing in Syria.

Hezbollah accused Israel
in 2008 of assassinating
his father, Imad
Moughniyah, who was im-
plicated in high-profile at-
tacks on Israeli and

Western targets and
wanted by the United
States. Israel denies any
involvement in that
killing.

Nabil Boumonsef, a
columnist at the Lebanon
newspaper an-Nahar, said
he believed the strike was
a direct response to
Nasrallah’s speech and
could lead to a backlash.

“Killing the son of
Moughniyah is dangerous.
I do not think that the
group can be quiet now,
now that the father and
the son are killed. I expect
that it will do something,”
he said.

U.N.peacekeepers inten-
sified their patrols on the
border between Lebanon
and Israel on Sunday
night, local sources said.

RAJANGANAYA, Sri
Lanka – It’s midmorning
and hundreds of people
are squeezed under a
banyan tree’s shady
canopy to have blood
drawn by just three
nurses,working assembly-
line fast. Others wait out-
side this dusty rural
health center to get their
vitals taken and give urine
samples.

Most of the 1 000 vil-
lagers have come here on
foot and have stood for
hours under the hot sun –
not because they feel sick,
but out of fear. They want
to know if they will be the
next victims of a mysteri-
ous kidney disease that
has killed thousands of
farmers in Sri Lanka’s rice
basket.

Many have watched
neighbors and loved ones –
some only in their 30s —
quickly succumb to deaths
after their kidneys gave
out. In the worst-hit vil-
lages, it kills as many as
10 people every month. No
one knows why.

“In some cases, you only
know if a certain person
died of kidney disease
after the autopsy,” says
Kalyani Samarasinghe,
47, standing outside the
health center with a hand-

ful of medical papers and
a cotton ball taped to her
arm. “If you get a pain in
the stomach or something,
then you think: Is it the
kidney?”

The disease has killed
up to 20,000 people over
the past 20 years and sick-
ened another 70,000 to
400,000. It has expanded
from two districts to seven
in the North Central
province’s dry zone, where
farming was transformed
after the introduction of
modern techniques in the
1960s and ‘70s. No cases
have been detected else-
where in the country, and
research has failed to de-
termine the cause.

Some blame the water,
heavy use of pesticides
and fertilizer. Others won-
der if it’s something in the
food, or whether heavy
metals or toxic algae could
be the source. Villagers
have been told to give up
lake fish, aluminum cook-
ing utensils and illicit
home-brewed alcohol, but
no one’s sure if any of it
helps.

Dr. Rajeeva
Dassanayake, a kidney
specialist at the area’s
largest hospital in
Anuradhapura, has come
to the screening to try to

calm the crowd.
“You need not fear and

flee from this place,” he
says. “There are a lot of
things being said by many
people. Until they have
finished fighting each
other and come up with an
answer, we can say noth-
ing.”

Similar diseases are
wiping out thousands of
farmers in parts of Central
America, India and Egypt.
In hard-hit Nicaragua and
El Salvador, some believe
agrochemicals are the
problem, while others
think years of prolonged
dehydration in the baking
heat is shutting workers’
organs down.

In Sri Lanka, a report
published by the World
Health Organization two
years ago found kidney
disease in 15 percent of
adults across three af-
fected districts. More
women were affected over-
all, but men over 39 years
old were more severely
sickened. Elevated cad-
mium and pesticide
residues were detected in
urine, leading the authors
to surmise they may be
damaging patients’ kid-
neys over time, in combi-
nation with other factors
such as arsenic.

Water – the source
widely suspected as the
culprit – came up clean.
But the WHO study’s
Geneva-based author,
Shanthi Mendis, says it
could still be playing a key
role when combined with
other elements. She adds
that the government’s top
two priorities should be
supplying safe drinking
water to residents and reg-
ulating the use of agro-
chemicals.

The WHO report docu-
mented raised levels of
cadmium and lead in cer-
tain plants and vegeta-
bles, such as lotus root and
tobacco. Some question
whether these heavy met-
als could be leaching into
the soil and groundwater
from pesticides and fertil-
izers, which have been
found to have high levels
of cadmium in previous
studies. The Agriculture
Ministry says samples are
regularly tested and come
back within permitted
limits, which are much
stricter than those in
neighboring countries.

The government placed
a ban on some agrochemi-
cals since the WHO report
came out, but it has not
been enforced and the pes-
ticides remain available.

Mystery kidney killer 
spreads fear in Sri Lanka

Israeli strike in Syria kills
senior Hezbollah figures

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’

8 • Monday January 19, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

Telephone: 467-2000 News Fax: 434-1000
E-mail Address: news@barbadosadvocate.com
Website: www.barbadosadvocate.com

Executive Editor:  Gillian Marshall
General Manager: Sandra Clarke
Assistant Managing Director: Sean Eteen 
Publisher: Anthony T. Bryan

News Editor:  Dorian Bryan
Business Editor:  Jewel Brathwaite
Sports Editor: Corey Greaves

        

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75117&ReturnUrl=mailto:news@barbadosadvocate.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75117&ReturnUrl=http://www.barbadosadvocate.com


PRESIDENT of the
District and
Superintendent
Minister of the James
Street/ Speightstown
Methodist Circuit,
Reverend Cuthbert
Edwards has expressed
concern about the two
recent fatal accidents
which occurred in St.
Lucia and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

He did so while speak-
ing to the media on the
side-lines of the Flag
Ceremony and Devotions
for the official opening of

the 195th Triennial
Conference of the South
Caribbean District of the
Methodist Church in the
Caribbean & the
Americas. This
Conference, which was
held at the Christ Church
Parish Church Centre on
Saturday,was attended by
representatives from
countries including
Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, St. Lucia,
Grenada and Barbados.

“As we meet we are ex-
tremely concerned about

what is happening in St.
Vincent as well as in St.
Lucia, where young peo-
ple have lost their lives,
very tragically indeed.We
have spent time in pray-
ing for them and our staff
on the various islands
have been trying to see
how best we could be in-
volved in responding to
what has been a sad
tragedy.”

Edwards stated that the
church in the Southern
Caribbean District will
continue to lift up those
who have lost their loved

ones in pray.
“There is a sadness that

we feel and we want to
reach out to the people of
St. Vincent and St. Lucia
and to let them know that
as a church in the
Southern Caribbean we
are in solidarity with
them. We will continue to
pray for them and we will
respond in very tangible
ways, in ways in which we
can and we pray that God
may watch over the re-
spective countries and
that God may bless this
land.”(MG)
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RECTOR of the St.Peter’s
Parish Church Father
Peter Haynes is calling for
more attention to be given
to guiding the youth of
Barbados.

Speaking to the
Barbados Advocate at the
opening session of the
church’s annual Flower
and Garden festival re-
cently, the priest pointed
out that with the amount
of crime that was surfac-
ing, this pointed to a
greater need to “give those
coming up a strong sense
of integrity and charac-
ter”.

“We also must seek in-
still a a sense of focus [in
our young people] and
help them to develop in
this country,” he added.

His hope in this area
was one of several which
he listed for the new year,
adding that Barbadians
should continue to be
faithful to each other and
faithful to God.

With continued eco-

nomic pressures facing the
country,Father Haynes re-
marked that it was also
his home that more per-
sons would be able to hold
on to their jobs.

“Despite all the changes
occurring, [people must be
reminded] there is still
hope,” he said.

According to Haynes,
the St. Peter’s Church
would be continuing to do
its part in providing for
the members of its com-
munity and those within
the northern districts. Its
main outreach service
over the years as been its
Day Care facility which
now provides for 85 chil-
dren annually.

“We look after them
from birth until 4 to 5
years old if the parent
wants, we also along side
of that facilitate breakfast
and lunch for those chil-
dren,” he explained,
adding that the pro-
gramme employed some
15 persons. (RS)

Build a strong
foundation for
country’s youth

Churches show solidarity
with neighbouring countries 

President of the District and Superintendent
Minister of the James Street/ Speightstown
Methodist Circuit, Reverend Cuthbert Edwards ad-
dressing the audience.

Some of the heads of the Methodists churches in the South Caribbean District accepting the flags dur-
ing the Flag Ceremony and Devotions for the official opening of the 195th Triennial Conference of the
South Caribbean District of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean & the Americas.
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By Patricia Thangaraj

EDUCATORS need to
teach their students to be
flexible if they are going to
succeed in school, later on
in the job market and in
life in general.

This was the advice that
Deputy Principal of the
University of the West
Indies (UWI), Cave Hill
Campus, Professor Pedro
Welch, gave as he deliv-
ered the feature address
at the Opening Ceremony
for the Barbados Associa-
tion of Guidance Counsel-
lors (BAGC) National Ca-
reer Showcase recently.

He said that this be-
comes even more crucial
now, as persons no longer
join a company in their
youth and stay with that
company until retirement,
as was the case several
years ago. Now persons
are either promoted or
they change their career
field.

“This age is an age of
flexibility, and we have to
prepare our students to be
flexible. We can’t train
them anymore for the jobs
that would last a lifetime.
That used to be. The new
model is one of flexibility.
We have to prepare them
now for an age in which
you may have to move
from position to position,
from occupation to occupa-
tion, and we have to give
them the tools to have the
flexibility.”

He said that flexibility
was all about contriving
and cutting. “Let me say
something about flexibil-
ity and how we can
achieve flexibility. One of
the ways that would help

us all to achieve flexibility,
to learn how to contrive
and then be able to cut..,
and by cutting, I mean
they choose whatever it is
that they want to choose.”

Welch said that one of
the ways in which we can
achieve flexibility is to
teach our children from as
early as possible about
being literate.

“You have to give them a
background in literacy.
Our students have to be
able to read. It doesn’t
mean that you cannot suc-
ceed without reading, but
you have to give them that
capacity.And I want years
when you said ‘why you
going to do history? Why
you going to do English?’ to
be thrown out through the
window. There are too
many persons who tell our
students it is a waste of
time to do history. So I am
going to suggest to you
again, to help our students
to contrive and then be
able to cut,we are going to
have to insist on literacy.
We are going to have to en-
courage them to become
literate.”

In addition, being able
to do simple Mathematics
is also crucial for day to
day living.“We have to en-
courage them to become
numeric as well. We have
to emphasise that, and I
wanted to share this with
you, because I am con-
cerned with too many of
our people who can’t add,
subtract and divide. I don’t
mean those who can’t un-
derstand some complex
mathematics problem. I
mean those who can’t add,
subtract, multiply and di-
vide.”

Encourage students
to be flexible

THE Wall Garden Pro-
ject of the Barbados
Museum and Histori-
cal Society (BMHS) is
set to be completed by
the end of this year.

Word of this came from
President of Barbados
Museum and Historical
Society Council, Sir
Trevor Carmichael, who
explained that the Project
entails “the redesign, re-
landscaping and restruc-
turing of a space within

the museum, which when
completed will provide
opportunity for cultural
events of national signif-
icance” to be held there,
and provide a space al-
lowing “young artistes to
display their talent”.

“We are looking to raise
financial contributions of
between half million and
a million dollars, and we
already raised quarter
million dollars.

“So we have done very

well and… we will defi-
nitely have the Project
completed by the end of
this year.”

Sir Trevor, who was
speaking at Wednesday’s
press launch of this ini-
tiative and the Scarlet
Gala to be held by the
BMHS in February,
added that the recre-
ational “space, which is of
world-class standards”,
will be gifted to Barbados
when this nation cele-

brates its 50th anniver-
sary of Independence
next year.

He further said that the
multifunctional area “will
allow for plays, it will also
allow for musical events,
it will allow for opera”
and other cultural activi-
ties to be staged “in an
open-air, natural environ-
ment which has a lot of
the characteristics and el-
ements of the museum”
(MG)

Wall Garden Project to be
completed by year end

BARBADIANS have been
showing a greater interest
in wanting to know more
about local heritage.

This was revealed by
Director of the Barbados
Museum and Historical
Society (BMHS), Alissan-
dra Cummins, who stated
that during 2014, more lo-
cals have attended tours
organised by the BHMS.

“We also find that we
have a large growing audi-
ence for any tours that we
put on… It is very encour-
aging to see more Barba-
dians coming up, not just
the visitors,but the Barba-
dians who want to know
more about their story,
who want to put more of

the pieces of the puzzle to-
gether, and we are very
much encouraged by that
and we look forward to de-
veloping new products,
which we will announce
later this year, that meet
the interest of Barbadians
to learn more about their
heritage.”

Adding to Cummins’
comments, Marketing
Officer of the BMHS,
Janelle Edwards, indi-
cated that “2014 was a
fairly good year” for the
museum.

“We had two major exhi-
bitions both celebrating
centenaries. One was for
the Panama [Canal’s] cen-
tenary,and that exhibition

is still on and opened until
February 8th, as well as
the redesign of one of the
cases in the military gal-
lery. So those two events
were pretty significant on
a local scale, a regional
scale, and internationally.
So they brought added
trips to the museum.”

Edwards, who was
speaking at Wednesday’s
launch of BHMS’ Scarlet
Gala, also took the time to
remind the public that ac-
tivities locally to commem-
orate the centenary of the
building of the Panama
Canal conclude with a lec-
ture on January 27th by
Sir Woodville Marshall.
(MG)

Increased interest!
President of Barbados Museum and Historical Society Council, Sir Trevor Carmichael.
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By Ashlee Cox

THE employees of the
Mango Bay Group
have been challenged
to be Ambassadors for
Barbados, and encour-
age more visitors to
not only come to the
Island, but also revisit,
by using their enthusi-
asm and positive
spirit.

This challenge was is-
sued by BHTA Executive
Vice President, Sue
Springer, as she delivered
remarks at the Mango
Bay Group staff Awards
Ceremony,which was held
at the Island Inn Hotel re-
cently.

As noted by Springer, “I
am told that the Mango
group employs approxi-
mately 250 people, which
is absolutely amazing!
How can all of you make a
difference every single
day? I put a challenge to

you – I don't have any au-
thority – but I am going to
make each and every one
of you an ambassador for
Barbados! Just for now
and when you are an
Ambassador for Barbados,
I want you to take the de-
cision that you will con-
vert one person every
week that you are em-
ployed to come to Barba-
dos or to return to Barba-
dos.”

Explaining that they
worked for roughly thirty-
odd weeks a year, she fur-
ther explained that if each
of them converted one per-
son, then they would bring
at least 8.5 thousand peo-
ple to the sandy shores of
the country, with nothing
except their expertise and
passion.

Including all of those
who worked in the
tourism industry, she re-
vealed that if they all took
the challenge, the net

about of visitors could be
as high as 44 thousand
people a year.

Stressing the impor-
tance of the tourism in-
dustry, she noted,“ Our in-
dustry has been strug-
gling.We are only now be-
ginning to see a slight
growth, and we have to
support this industry for
so many reasons. If we can
grow the industry, we
would have major invest-
ment, we would have for-
eign exchange, we would
have employment and
with the foreign exchange,
we can make this island
even better for everybody
here, and for all of the peo-
ple that we host here.”

Encouraging the em-
ployees that they were
more than capable of this
feat, she stated that their
enthusiasm was all that
was needed, as nothing
was more infectious than
enthusiasm and passion.

Be Ambassadors of
Barbados every day

Janice Hinds has been with the Mango Bay group for
16 years.

Marcia-Adams Charles, has been with the Group for
16 years!

(right) Earl Stanford was awarded for being the longest serving employee, hav-
ing worked there for 43 years, and was also received the Trip Advisor Award for
his work at the Island Inn Hotel.

32 years is how long Richard Alleyne (right) has
been with the TS Garraway.
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BASSETERRE – Prime
Minis-ter Dr. Denzil
Douglas announced
that he had advised
the Governor General
to dissolve the Parlia-
ment with immediate

effect.
Speaking from the steps

of Government Headquar-
ters on Church Street in
Basseterre, Dr. Douglas
said that an election date
would be announced at a

later date.
This followed an emer-

gency sitting which saw
the passage of a resolution
giving way for Governor-
General Sir Edmund Law-
rence to sign a Procla-
mation which would effect
revised Electoral Boun-
daries whenever Parlia-
ment is dissolved.

This means that the
highly anticipated 2015
St. Kitts-Nevis General
Elections will have revised
Electoral Boundaries.

Speaking under the
agenda item entitled
“Motions” at an Emergen-
cy Sitting of the Assembly

on Friday afternoon,
Prime Minister Douglas
stated, “the Proclamation
speaks to the Boundaries
as have been revised after
several years and months
of sitting of the Consti-
tuency Boundaries Com-
mission.”

According to the Prime
Minister, the Constitution,
under Section 50, outlines
the process that is to be
followed to give effect to
proposed revised Electoral
Boundaries.

Prime Minister Douglas
read the Draft Proclama-
tion into the minutes of
the Assembly.

St. Kitts dissolves Parliament

ENERGY Minister Kevin
Ramnarine says the coun-
try will be able to buffer
the fall in global oil prices
and the outlook from local
energy companies is posi-
tive.

He was speaking yes-
terday after the Petrole-
um Dealers’ Co-operative
Society Limited symposi-
um entitled “The Retail
Petroleum Industry in
Trinidad and Tobago:
Forging Ahead,” held yes-
terday at Hyatt Regency,
Port-of-Spain.

He noted the falling oil
prices is a situation they
monitor on a daily basis.

“As the Prime Minister
said so eloquently in her
speech (on the state of the
economy), there is no need

to panic. Of course there is
need for concern and
there is a need for adjust-
ment, and we are con-
cerned and we are adjust-
ing,” he said.

He continued, “But the
country has sufficient fis-
cal space in which we can
buffer the impact of
falling oil prices.”

He explained the for-
eign exchange reserves
are US $11 billion to
US$12 billion and the
Heritage and Stabilisa-
tion Fund is over US$5
billion. He also said all the
oil companies have indi-
cated that there would be
no cuts in jobs and he per-
sonally has not received
any report thus far.

“And based on the feed-

back I have gotten from
them and the feedback
Newsday has gotten from
them (in a recent article),
thus far the companies
have not indicated that
they will cut any jobs,” he
said.

He noted it is a situa-
tion that evolves daily, but
for now “they have indi-
cated that all is well” and
have also indicated that
they will continue their
capital investment pro-
grammes for this year,
plans which would have
been made a year or two
years ago.

“So the sector continues
to be strong and we con-
tinue to monitor the situ-
ation on a daily basis,” he
said.

T&T will buffer oil price fall
PRIME Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar is con-
sidering re-implementing
land and building taxes as
a revenue collection meas-
ure,as Trinidad and Toba-
go grapples with the ef-
fects of falling oil prices.

This follows a meeting
between the Prime Minis-
ter and business leaders
on Thursday at the Diplo-
matic Centre in St Ann’s.

The meeting was organ-
ised by Persad-Bissessar,
in response to reactions
across various sectors in
the country, following her
address to the nation on
January 8, regarding the
fall in energy prices and
its impact on the economy.

A release issued yester-
day by the Ministry of
Trade and Communica-
tions,stated business lead-
ers raised the issue of land
and building taxes.

“Business leaders urged
the Government to con-
sider the revenue being
foregone with the suspen-
sion of land and building
taxes, and take action to
address this,” the Commu-
nications Ministry stated.

A plan for a revenue au-
thority and a property tax,
based on higher rates for

commercial and residen-
tial properties, proposed
by the former PNM ad-
ministration,was strongly
objected to by the People’s
Partnership prior to the
2010 general election.
There has been a freeze on
land and building taxes
since 2010.

The Communications
Ministry also disclosed
that the discussions also
explored the likelihood of
improving the inter-island
air travel between Tobago
and Trinidad and intensi-
fying the country’s divest-
ment thrust.

Commitment expressed
Several business lead-

ers, the statement said,
proposed ideas for Public-
Private Partnerships with
the Government, as one
significant means of solid-
ifying the engagement be-
tween the State and pri-
vate enterprise. One busi-
nessman suggested that
this would be an ideal op-
portunity and time for re-
thinking the State’s par-
ticipation and involvement
in the economy, the release
said.

Persad-Bissessar also
gave her commitment

with respect to a proposal
for co-operation in the
Community and Environ-
mental Protection and
Enhancement Programme
(CEPEP).

“This could see the State
and the private sector in
joint ventures that would
result in making more
manpower available for
private sector employers,
with arrangements for
human resource training
and development,” the
statement said.

The representatives of
the Trinidad and Tobago
Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion and the American
Chamber of Trinidad and
Tobago agreed to establish
and operate the initiative,
the statement added.

Land tax may come back

WASHINGTON – The
United States has un-
veiled a new plan to fight
drug trafficking in the
Caribbean.

The plan,which includes
the US overseas territories
of Puerto Rico and the US
Virgin Islands, comes

amid concerns that the
flow of cocaine from the
Caribbean to the US has
more than doubled in the
past three years.

The Tampa Bay Times
newspaper reported  it is
the first US federal plan
of its kind that outlines the

steps US authorities are
taking and will take to
crack down on drug traf-
ficking specifically in both
US territories.

The paper said the plan
outlines six strategies, in-
cluding sharing more in-
telligence, collaborating

with local law enforcement
and reducing drug-related
violent crimes in the two
territories.

According to the plan,
about 100 tons of cocaine
passed through the Carib-
bean in 2013, far above the
42 tons of 2011.

US unveils new plan to fight drugs in C’bean

Prime Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas made the announcement.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar.

      



TRINIDAD – Marabella
mason Kareen Mitchell
died yesterday after being
shot three times in the
back for protecting a close
friend from harassment.
Mitchell,who worked with
United Engineering, had
gone to Boy Joe’s bar at
Southern Main Road to
lime with friends when
the tragedy occurred.

His mother, Margaret,
said it was one of his
favourite liming spots. A
witness said around 4:15
a.m., Mitchell got into an
argument with a man who

was harassing one of
Mitchell’s female friends.

“He tell the man not to
interfere with his sister.
They had some hard talk-
ing. A short while later, a
man wearing a Marvin
Gaye hat and a dark
shades walked up to him
from behind and shot him
in the back,” a source said.

Witnesses called the po-
lice and Mitchell was
rushed to the San Ferna-
ndo General Hospital,
where he died at 7:20 am.
Describing Mitchell as
hardworking, Margaret

said she never believed
that crime would hit home
one day.

“My son was a limer boy,
but I never worry about
him, because he had his
own car and would drive
when he went to party. He
worked for what he
wanted, but whenever he
had free time, he would
lime and come back with a
lot of girlfriends,”
Margaret said.

Saying the crime rate
was ridiculous, Margaret
said she was sure that rob-
bery was not the motive

for her son’s murder be-
cause all his valuables, in-
cluding his jewellery,
money and wallet were in-
tact. “Right now, I feel if I
don’t keep busy I will
break down. I hope the po-
lice catch the right person
who did this to my son,”
Margaret said, as she
worked in the family gro-
cery.

Mitchell’s elder brother,
Kelvin, said he also hoped
the police would appre-
hend the killer. “God don’t
sleep. We will get justice,”
Kelvin said.
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FINANCE and Econo-
my Minister, Larry
Howai, says Govern-
ment has shelved a
number of projects fol-
lowing the readjust-
ment of the oil and nat-
ural gas prices.

They include the New
Port of Port of Spain, the
Drydock, six economic free
zones, the Endeavour
Economic Park and down-
grading of the extent of
work on some of the coun-
try’s health centres.

Howai was responding
to questions on where the
cuts and adjustments will
be made in the 2015 Bud-
get, and the state of Gov-
ernment’s finances in light
of plunging crude prices.

He said yesterday Gov-
ernment could suppress
expenditure as it saw fit.

On January 8, Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar announced that
despite the fall in energy
prices, Government will
manage the economy with
moderate cuts in expendi-
ture and its social projects
will remain untouched.

“The areas of goods and
services which the Prime
Minister mentioned in-
clude expenditures such as
promotions, publicity, offi-

cial entertainment, con-
tracted services, training,
hosting of conferences,
equipment purchases etc.

“Also included (but not
specifically mentioned) are
transfers to certain statu-
tory boards and State en-
terprises such as, for ex-
ample,Caribbean Airlines
which will now have a
lower fuel cost.

“In addition, it is ex-
pected other initiatives, in-
cluding some re-engineer-
ing of the Government’s
balance sheet using, for ex-
ample, sale and lease back
arrangements will also en-
hance cash flows in the
coming months.

Exploring options
“So there are a number

of options Government has
at its disposal to ensure
the process of adjustment
can be timed in such a way
as to ensure a ‘soft land-
ing’ for the economy,” Ho-
wai said in his statement.

He observed that further
discussion would be had
with various ministers on
where Government can
trim expenditure.

He noted the country’s
cash flow has not reached
a “critical situation”.

On Friday, the price of

oil was about US$48 a bar-
rel while natural gas was
US$3.13 per mmbtu.

The Government had
based the 2015 fiscal Bud-
get on an oil price of
US$80 a barrel and
US$2.75 per mmbtu of
gas, but revised it two
weeks ago to US$45 per
barrel of oil and US$2.25
per mmbtu for natural gas.

Internationally, energy
company Schlumberger
announced on Friday it
would cut 9 000 jobs while
State-owned Petrotrin has
already embarked on cut-
backs, but said no perma-
nent jobs would be cut.

Howai explained that an
important factor in imple-
menting the adjustments
was to ensure it does not
cause an abrupt halt in
critical areas of operations
of the economy.

“The timing and speed
of the implementation
process are therefore also
important. As I indicated
in the Parliament, the
overall performance for
the first quarter is ex-
pected to be positive. The
out-turn for the first two
months showed a better
than projected perform-
ance against the budget of
$700 million.

Trinidad’s Government
announces deep cuts
in budget

A TOBAGO police officer
will appear before a Scar-
borough magistrate to-
morrow,charged with hav-
ing sexual intercourse
with a minor.

Police reports said the
incidents occurred in
2006,when the victim was

under the age of 16 years.
The officer, who has ap-

proximately ten years
service, was arrested on
Tuesday and has since re-
tained attorney Martin
George to represent him
in the matter.

He is facing 12 charges

of unlawful sexual inter-
course with a minor.

Newly appointed ACP
Earl Gonzales, when con-
tacted on the matter, con-
firmed yesterday a Tobago
officer was held and
charged with sex offences
and is to appear in court.

12 sex charges for Tobago cop

TOBAGO police are in-
vestigating the death of
tourist Morgan Detters,
who drowned yesterday
while snorkelling in
Buccoo Reef, just off
Pigeon Point.

Reports are that
Detters, 35, of New York,
United States, was pro-
nounced dead on arrival
at the Scarborough Hos-
pital after medical per-
sonnel found him to be

unresponsive at the
scene.

Detters reportedly ar-
rived in Tobago on Wed-
nesday with friends to at-
tend a wedding, which
took place on Friday.

Detters’ death came
mere weeks after the
drowning of former na-
tional security minister
and PNM strategist,
Martin Joseph, at Grande
Bay, Tobago.

Tourist drowns
in Buccoo Reef

Marabella man killed protecting friend

Trinidad and Tobago Finance and Economy Minister, Larry Howai.

London: 01°C CLEAR
Boston: 08°C OVERCAST
Montreal: 02°C OVERCAST
Toronto: 02°C OVERCAST/RAIN
New York: 01°C OVERCAST/RAIN & MIST
Miami: 25°C FAIR

High: 3:11 a.m.
and 2:41p.m.

Low: 8:33 a.m.
and 9:25 p.m.

Fair to occasionally cloudy with brief 
scattered showers.

Yesterday: 0.3 mm
For the month: 56.7 mm
For the year: 56.7 mm

Max: 28.9°C
Min: 22.9°C

6:25 a.m. 5:53 p.m.
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FLORIDA – When Texas resident Lacy
Webb Martin flew to the Bahamas for a
New Year snorkelling vacation with her
husband and parents, little did she know
that she’d be returning home by air am-
bulance with life-threatening injuries.

Martin, 34, was flown to South Florida
after a shark, estimated to be about 10-
feet-long and believed to be a tiger shark,
attacked her in the water off Elbow Cay.

According to the victim’s husband
Britt Martin, who saw the full extent of
her injuries when she was back on board
the boat, the shark bit off part of the
right side of his wife’s body.

“I was looking, and just a huge piece of
her was missing, and so I grabbed a
towel, I just started wrapping it around
her, trying to stop the bleeding,” Martin
said at a news conference.

The badly injured woman was rushed
to the airport, flown to Florida’s Fort
Lauderdale Executive Airport, and
taken to Memorial Regional Hospital in
Hollywood, where doctors have since
performed at least two surgeries, one of

which included the removal of a shark
tooth from her body.

Martin still faces three to five addi-
tional operations over the next several
weeks before she can return home to
Dallas.

While doctors said her prognosis was
good, they indicated that she will have
some lasting physical damage.

“You have to see some of the pictures
of her wounds to really appreciate the
size of this shark,” said Dr Andrew
Rosenthal of Memorial Regional
Hospital. “I mean, the mouth bite. I have
a feeling that the shark could have swal-
lowed her whole.”

“We haven’t seen an injury to this de-
gree in many years,” Rosenthal added.

Meanwhile, Britt Martin marvelled at
his wife’s resilience throughout the or-
deal, despite what her doctor described
as a “large pizza-size defect” to her torso.

“She’s tough. It’s her personality,”
Martin said. “We’re both Christians, and
she told me the whole time that God was
going to get her through this.”

Tourist attacked by shark in
Bahamas faces further surgery 

CASTRIES, St. Lucia – The investiga-
tion into the murder of the St. Lucia
born British hotelier Oliver Gobat in
April last year, is creating a furore
here with his family offering “a full
and unreserved” apology to the po-
lice for statements alleging police
corruption in the ongoing inquiry.

“The Gobat family would like to offer a
full and unreserved apology to the Royal
St. Lucia Police Force, to the Commis-
sioner and officers working on the Oliver
Gobat murder case, for the comments
made in the recent article in the Daily
Mail Online,” according to a statement
released by the family.

“Up to this point, we have been work-

ing well with the RSLPF and we have
every confidence that the officers in-
volved in the investigation will solve this
dreadful crime,” it added.

Police Commissioner Vernon Francois
on Friday demanded an apology from the
family, after reviewing an article cap-
tioned “Death in Paradise:Parents of mil-
lionaire hotelier found ‘executed’ in his
burned out Range Rover fear corrupt St.
Lucia police were in on murder mystery”
appearing on the Mail Online website on
Thursday.

“The St. Lucia Police Force calls upon
the Gobat family to provide evidence of
the probability of Police corruption in
this matter. Alternatively, they should

publicly retract their allegations and
proffer an apology to the Royal St. Lucia
Police Force,” the police statement noted.

Francois said “our investigators have
diligently investigated this matter and
continue to pursue all possible leads”.

He said on Wednesday members of the
investigative team and the Commis-
sioner of Police convened a meeting with
the Gobat family, considered by all the
parties to have been “cordial and fruit-
ful”.

“There was absolutely no suggestion
from the family of the “probability” of
corruption on the part of the police or
police having played a role in the commis-
sioning of this crime”.

Police receive ‘unreserved’
apology in Gobat murder case

THE government has offered the
Paradise Found resort company big con-
cessions to build its $US 200 million re-
sort in Barbuda.

Though Prime Minister Gaston
Browne signed a deal with America
Actor Robert DeNiro last November, the
Barbudan people must approve the
agreement for the project to go forward.
The government has agreed to allow
Paradise Found to import Labour where
the nation’s labour force is insufficient,
provided that qualified nationals are
given preference.

Whoever ends up with the job, how-
ever, Paradise won’t have to pay personal
income tax which is exempt for 15 years.

Other taxes, such as property, land,
and corporate income, have been waived
for 25 years, including the right to repa-
triate profits and dividends.

Paradise Found, if the agreement is
approved, will also be allowed to import
equipment and material during con-
struction, and for a year after, free of im-
port duty, revenue recovery charge and
ABST.

Up to 10 shareholders and directors
will receive tax breaks on importing
their personal effects, including one ve-
hicle.

The government has permitted the
company to import and store oil, petrol
and gas.The resort company is also being
allowed to generate its own electricity
and it can operate a desalination plant
for its own use and for sale of water to the
public.

Paradise Found will also be permitted
to operate a Fixed-based Operations
(FBO) facility and dedicated helicopter
service for its resort based on mainland
Antigua.

Gov’t gives tax
breaks, other
concessions for
Barbuda project

Oliver’s parents, Helen and Theo Gobat, pictured above at a St. Lucia press conference, have doubled a reward to 
£120 000. 

Texas resident Lacy Webb Martin flew to the Bahamas for a New Year’s
snorkelling vacation.
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MANILA – A crowd esti-
mated at a record 6 million
people by officials poured
into Manila’s rain-soaked
streets and its biggest park
yesterday as Pope Francis
ended his Asian pilgrimage
with an appeal for Filipinos
to protect their young from
sin and vice so they can in-
stead become missionaries
of the faith.

The crowd estimate, which
could not be independently ver-
ified, included people who at-
tended the pope’s final Mass in
Rizal Park and surrounding
areas, and lined his motorcade
route, said the chairman of the
Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority,
Francis Tolentino.

The Vatican spokesman, the
Rev. Federico Lombardi, said
the Vatican had received the
figure officially from local au-
thorities and that it was a
record, surpassing the 5 mil-
lion who turned out for St. John
Paul II’s final Mass in the same
park in 1995.

Francis dedicated the final
homily of his week-long Asia
trip, which began in Sri Lanka,
to children, given that the
Mass fell on an important feast
day honouring the infant
Jesus. His focus was a reflec-
tion of the importance that the
Vatican places on Asia as the
future of the church since it’s
one of the few places where
Catholic numbers are growing
– and on the Philippines as the
largest Catholic nation in the
region.

“We need to see each child as

a gift to be welcomed, cherished
and protected,” Francis said in
his homily. “And we need to
care for our young people, not
allowing them to be robbed of
hope and condemned to a life
on the streets.”

Francis made a triumphant

entry into Rizal Park, riding on
a popemobile based on the de-
sign of a jeepney, the modified
US Army World War II jeep
that is a common means of
public transport here. He wore
the same cheap, plastic yellow
rain poncho handed out to the

masses during his visit to the
typhoon-hit eastern city of
Tacloban a day earlier.

The crowd – a sea of human-
ity in colourful rain ponchos
spread out across the 60
hectares (148 acres) of park-
land and boulevards surround-

ing it – erupted in shrieks of joy
when he drove by, a reflection
of the incredible resonance
Francis’ message about caring
for society’s most marginal has
had in a country where about a
quarter of its 100 million peo-
ple lives in poverty.

Record 6 million turn out for pope’s final day in Manila

SINGAPORE – US academics
and former senior officials met
with North Korea’s chief nuclear
negotiator in Singapore yester-
day to get a feel for each other’s
positions amid a year-long stand-
off over the North’s nuclear
weapons build-up.

Leon Sigal, director of the
Northeast Asia Co-operative
Security Project at the Social
Science Research Council, a US-
based non-profit, told reporters
that the meeting would cover the
North’s nuclear missile pro-
grams. He said “it’s two ways of
taking each other’s tempera-
ture.”

The US and North Korea have
no formal diplomatic ties,but for-
mer US officials occasionally
meet the North’s diplomats in a
bid to settle the impasse over
Pyongyang’s pursuit of a long-
range nuclear-armed missile

that could hit the US mainland.
North Korea’s team was led by

Ri Yong Ho, the chief negotiator
for six-party denuclearization
talks.

North Korea has indicated
willingness to rejoin the long-
stalled talks, but has balked at
US demands it first take concrete
steps to show it remains commit-
ted to the denuclearization goal.

Earlier this month, North
Korea told the United States that
it was willing to impose a tempo-
rary moratorium on its nuclear
tests if Washington scraps
planned military drills with
South Korea this year.
Washington called the linking of
the military drills with a possible
nuclear test “an implicit threat,”
but said it was open to dialogue
with North Korea.

Pyongyang is thought to have
a handful of crude nuclear bombs

and has conducted three nuclear
tests since 2006. But experts are
divided on how far the opaque
government has come in the
technology needed to miniaturise
a warhead.

Asked whether the two sides
would also discuss recent hack-

ing attacks linked to the comedy
flick “The Interview,” Sigal said,
“I don’t think we will get into
that very much.”

The US blames the North for
crippling cyber attacks on Sony
Entertainment, which released
the movie depicting the assassi-

nation of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, and subsequently
imposed new sanctions on the
country. Pyongyang has denied
responsibility for the cyber at-
tacks and accused the US of en-
gineering recent Internet disrup-
tions in the country.

Pope Francis waves to the crowd as he arrives at Quirino Grandstand to celebrate his final Papal Mass in Manila, Philippines, yes-
terday. 

US ex-officials meet 
N. Korean nuclear
chief amid stand-off

North Korea’s nuclear negotiators including senior nuclear negotiator Ri Yong Ho, (front centre)
meet for breakfast, yesterday in Singapore.
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PANAMA CITY BEACH – Two teenage
sweethearts suspected in a crime spree
of stolen vehicles and pilfered checks
across the South have been taken into
custody in Florida, Kentucky authori-
ties said yesterday.

Grayson County Sheriff officials say in
a statement that 18-year-old Dalton
Hayes and his 13-year-old girlfriend,
Cheyenne Phillips, were arrested with-
out incident about 12:10 a.m. yesterday
in Panama City Beach. The two had
eluded police in multiple states while
raising concern about their increasingly
bold behaviour.

Authorities say US Marshal’s Service
and local law enforcement in Panama
City Beach discovered Hayes and
Phillips asleep in a 2001 Toyota Tundra
that was stolen in Henry County,
Georgia.The vehicle was surrounded by
law enforcement and both Hayes and
Phillips were taken into custody.
Authorities plan to extradite Hayes and
Phillips back to Kentucky where they
are expected to face felony charges.

According to Bay County jail records,
Hayes was held yesterday on a charge of
custodial interference. He likely will
have a first court appearance today.

Phillips was placed in the care of
Florida’s Department of Children &
Families, according to Panama City
Beach Police.

Hayes and Phillips began their run

from the law and their families earlier
this month when they vanished from
their small hometown in western
Kentucky.Authorities believe their trav-
els took them to South Carolina and
Georgia.

Hayes’ mother, Tammy Martin, had
urged her son and his companion to sur-
render and “face the consequences”.

Martin said the couple had been dat-
ing for about three months. She said the
girl portrayed herself as being 19, and
the family, including Hayes, believed her.

Cheyenne “would go in and write
checks, and she would come out with
cigarettes and stuff, so I didn’t have any
reason not to believe she wasn’t 19,”
Martin said. “Because normally you
can’t buy cigarettes when you’re 13
years old.

By the time her son realised she was
a mere 13, “he was already done in love
with her,” Martin said.

When he hit the road, Hayes was run-
ning away from trouble back home. He
faces burglary and theft charges in his
home county, stemming from an arrest
late last year, according to Grayson
County court records.

He was planning to be at the local ju-
dicial centre on January 5 to find out if
a grand jury had indicted him on the
charges, his mother said. His case did
not come up, but by that time the teens
were gone.

JAKARTA – Indonesia executed by
firing squad five foreigners and an
Indonesian woman convicted on
drug trafficking charges despite
appeals to spare them, with the
government defending the action as
necessary to combat the rising drug
trade.

Four men from Brazil,Malawi,Nigeria
and the Netherlands and the Indonesian
woman were shot to death simultane-
ously in pairs just after midnight
Saturday, several kilometres (miles) from
a high security prison on
Nusakambangan island. The other
woman from Vietnam was executed in
Boyolali, according to Attorney General
Office's spokesman Tony Spontana. Both
areas are in Central Java province.

Their bodies were brought from the
island by ambulances early yesterday
either for burial or cremation, as re-
quested by relatives and representatives
of their embassies.

President Joko Widodo in December re-
jected their clemency requests.He also re-
fused a last-minute appeal by Brazilian
President Dilma Rousseff and the Dutch
government to spare their countrymen –
Brazilian Marco Archer Cardoso Moreira,
53, and Ang Kiem Soe, 52, who was born
in Papua but whose nationality is Dutch.

Dutch Foreign Minister Bert Koenders
said in a statement late Saturday he had
temporarily recalled the country’s am-
bassador to Indonesia and summoned
Indonesia's representative in The Hague
to protest Ang's execution. He said it was
carried out despite King Willem-
Alexander and Prime Minister Mark
Rutte personally contacting Widodo.

He called the execution “a cruel and in-

humane punishment ... an unacceptable
denial of human dignity and integrity”.

Amnesty International said the first
executions under the new president,who
took office in November, were “a retro-

grade step” for human rights.
Indonesia’s Attorney General

Muhammad Prasetyo has said there is no
excuse for drug dealers and, “hopefully,
this will have a deterrent effect”.

Prasetyo said the new government had
a firm commitment to fight against drugs.
Widodo has said he would not grant
clemency to 64 drug convicts on death
row.

Kentucky teens on alleged crime
spree captured in Florida

In this December 2014 file photo provided by Tammy Martin, her son Dalton
Hayes poses with his girlfriend Cheyenne Phillips (photo blurred) at his family’s
home in Leitchfield, Kentucky.

Indonesia executes 6 drug convicts, including 5 foreigners

Ambulances carrying the body of drug convicts Brazilian national Marco Archer Cardoso Moreira (left) and Dutch national
Ang Kiem Soe leave upon arrival from Nusakambangan island where their executions were held, at Wijayapura port in
Cilacap, Central Java, Indonesia, yesterday.
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THE Financial Services
Commission (FSC) has said that it is
too early to give a definite state-
ment on the proposed relocation of
Sagicor to another jurisdiction.

That’s how Randy Graham, the
Director of the FSC responded to a query
from Business Monday on the subject.

Recent news indicated that the com-
pany’s Board of Directors approved a rec-
ommendation from management to pre-
pare a plan to re-domicile Sagicor
Financial Corporation (SFC) the non-op-
erating holding company of the Sagicor
Group, for approval by shareholders.
SFC, the holding company that would be
domiciled, currently employs 15 individ-
uals.The move will have minimal impact
on SFC staff.

Graham told Business Monday, “It
would be irresponsible for the regulator
to make a comment at this point. All
Sagicor has said at this point is that they
are looking at a business decision. They
still operate from Barbados; nothing has

changed, and there has been no applica-
tion.”

The proposed move is being blamed on
the downgrade which Standard and
Poor’s gave the company.

Graham explained that the way the
ratings work is that they can impact busi-
ness decisions. He explained that essen-
tially if a company wants to issue a bond
or some form of equity to raise capital,
they go to investors and investors charge
these companies interest on their invest-
ment based on the inherent risk.

“If a company or country is rated
higher, they are seen as less risky and
they can charge less money on their in-
vestment, for example, a company that
has a high rating may only have to pay
back interest of 10 while a company that
has a lower rating may have to pay back
20 to investors,” he remarked.

The FSC official stated therefore that
a rating has the impact of making the
cost of capital increase and that is just the
typical business environment.

“In terms of the backing of the rating,
what rating agencies use to come up with
the ratings, those assumptions can be
questioned, as to whether the ratings are
the correct rating in terms of the risk.
There will be people that say it looks

good, and some may say the methodology
is wrong. The debate will be constant as
to whether the rating makes sense, thus
the methodology may be questioned, but 

CONTINUED on Page 3

NO
WORRIES
AT THIS
POINT

Randy Graham, Director of the Financial Services Commission (FSC). 

       



ANNE EDGHILL is the
new Managing Director of
Corbin Communications
Ltd. She takes over from
Angela Linton, who re-
tired in October.

Anne has been a mem-
ber of the Corbin team for
over 25 years, having
joined the Agency in 1989
as Account Manager and
appointed to the Corbin
Communications Board 
of Directors in 1990.

A Canadian by birth,
Mrs. Edghill entered the
advertising industry in
Barbados when she emi-
grated here in 1980. Prior
to joining Corbin, she 
held a senior position in
Client Service at another
of Barbados’ leading Ad
Agencies.

With over 30 years’ in-
volvement in Marketing
Communications in the
Caribbean, Anne has 
in-depth experience and
know-how in the
Telecoms, Hospitality,
Airline, Health-care,
Sports & Entertainment,
Food & Consumer, Wine
& Spirits, Financial
Services and Retail sec-
tors.

Anne’s special strengths

are empathy and under-
standing of people at all
levels, client to consumer,
and their needs.These are
exemplified in the careful
organisation of projects,
detailed strategic plan-
ning and meticulous exe-
cution.

Caribbean-wide media
planning and placement
is a core competency at
Corbin Communications
and as Director of Client
Services, Mrs. Edghill 
is very involved in the
Agency’s media relation-
ships and rate negotia-
tions.

Corbin Communica-
tions works with over 
100 media partners,
from The Bahamas to
Guyana. Despite the 
challenging times, as 
head of one of the oldest,
most experienced and 
continuously successful
Ad Agencies in Barbados
and the Caribbean, Mrs.
Edghill looks forward to
leading her team in new
and exciting areas, while
maintaining the princi-
ples and personalised
service for which the or-
ganisation has always
been known.
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TOO many countries
are still weighed down
by the legacies of the fi-
nancial crisis, includ-
ing high debt and high
unemployment. In ad-
dition, too many com-
panies and households
keep cutting back on
investment and con-
sumption today be-
cause they are con-
cerned about low
growth in the future.

These are the views of
Ms. Christine Lagarde,
Managing Director of the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF), as she spoke
on global economic condi-
tions.

“In fact, the United
States is the only major
economy that is likely to
buck the trend this year,
while others are being held
back – mainly by lacklus-
tre investment. A promis-
ing recovery continues in
the UK, but growth re-
mains very low in the Euro
Area and Japan,” she said.

The IMF official further
stated that emerging

economies, led by China,
are slowing down, rela-
tively speaking.

According to her,
“Overall, we believe that
global growth is still too
low, too brittle, and too 
lopsided. Moreover, there
are significant risks to the
recovery.”

Ms. Lagarde noted that
there is a need for new 
momentum in the global
economy and people are
not feeling the economic
recovery. The IMF
Managing Director stated

that certainly, the drop in
oil prices is a welcome shot
in the arm for the global
economy. Cheaper oil in-
creases consumers’ pur-
chasing power and private
demand in oil-importing
countries.

She said that depending
on how long oil prices will
remain at low levels, this
could provide a positive
contribution to global
growth for some time.

“As for the US economy,
it performed well in 2014
and should strengthen fur-

ther this year – largely due
to more robust household
spending. US unemploy-
ment continues to decline;
cheaper oil is boosting real

incomes and consumer
sentiment; and there is
continued support from 
accommodative monetary
policy.”

Global growth still too low, says IMF official

Newly-appointed Managing Director of Corbin
Communications Ltd., Anne Edghill.

Corbin Communications
Ltd. names new
Managing Director
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CONTINUED from Page 1

the effect will be present because
investors that perceive the rat-
ings correct will still want to
change a higher rate for their in-
vestment dollar  which will push
up the cost of capital for the coun-
tries,” he continued.

The CEO expounded,“This will
only impact countries that are
rated. Sagicor is rated by S& P,
thus if you are rated and you go
to capital markets, people may
put reliance on the rating and

may charge you a higher cost on
capital. If you are not going into
the market to raise capital in that
market in that manner, then the
ratings are less of an importance
to you.

“Sagicor is saying they are
looking at their rating because
of cost of capital, then you have
Goddard’s saying it doesn’t im-
pact us and they are similar size
companies, but Goddard’s is not

in the market raising capital in
the same manner that Sagicor is
raising capital so the rating is
less of an issue for them.The rat-
ing does carry some merit if you
have country on island seeking to
raise money. We have over 4 000
international business compa-
nies registered in Barbados. If
those companies were seeking to
raise capital on the international
market, then their rating would

be a concern, if not, it will not be
a issue. Most of the companies
that we have operating out of
Barbados in international busi-
ness, most of them don’t seek to
raise capital in the market in that
manner, so the rating would not
have a direct impact on them. If
they have one or two of them
seeking to do it then the rating
may have minimal impact.”

Graham went on to say that

Barbados has been having these
ratings for a couple of years now,
but our numbers, particularly in
the international insurance mar-
ket, continue to increase.He said
these companies are not leaving
Barbados because of the coun-
try’s rating, because the country
rating has minimal impact on
their particular operations. If
that remains the same you
wouldn’t expect to see a ripple
into the international market
apart from the confidence issues.
(NB)

CABLE AND WIRELESS
COMMUNICATIONS will be
issuing new shares to help to
finance acquisition of Columbus
Communications once the take
over is approved by the regula-
tors.

Already the Jamaican
Government has given the green
light to the take-over while the
application is before the Fair
Trading Commission in
Barbados.

Phil Bentley, CEO of Cable
and Wireless Communications
said in an interview with
Business Monday that they are
issuing shares to the owners of
Flow which will now hold about
36 per cent in cable and Wireless.

“This means we are actually
conserving our cash, and
strengthening our balance
sheet,” he explained.

The C&W official said they
will be doing this “so that we can
invest more money than either
company could have done on its
own.”

That amount, Mr. Bentley ex-
plained, is BDS$3 billion over
the next three years.

He promised that under the
new entity they will be rolling
out fibre to every home in
Barbados, this country will have
the fastest broadband and
mobile speeds anywhere in the
region.

“We will also offer local,
regional and international
programming and customers
will be able to access a vast array
of on-demand content at the
touch of a button,” he added.

(See pages 10 and 11 for the
full interview)

BARBADOS has signed an
agreement with the United
States to improve international
tax compliance and to imple-
ment the Foreign Account Tax
Compliance Act (FATCA).

The FATCA model 1 A agree-
ment was signed in Bridgetown
on last November.

Under this agreement, Both
Barbados and the US will collect
Bank account and other
prescribed information on each
other's citizens and transmit it
to the Revenue Authority of
each country.

Prior to September 30, 2015,
Barbados will pass FATCA
regulations and negotiate a
Competent Authority
Agreement between the
Barbados Revenue Authority
and the US Internal Revenue
Service to operationalise
FATCA.

BARBADOS maintains a
world ranking of number
seven as a captive insur-
ance domicile. This is com-
ing from CEO of Financial
Service Commission (FSC),
Randy Graham.

Barbados has 264 captives
controlling over six per cent of
the world market. In addition,
Barbados captive insurance
companies write over US$42 bil-
lion (Bds$84 billion) in insur-
ance premiums annually used
in the international market.

Speaking to Business
Monday, he outlined why
Barbados has been rated num-
ber seven.

According to him, “Barbados
has very strong double taxation
agreement treaties ... we have
treaties with over 30 different
countries. When these compa-
nies are registered  in Barbados,
they pay taxes in Barbados and
it counts toward their home
country, therefore they don’t pay

twice essentially.”
He maintained that this coun-

try had strong ones with
Canada.With a lower tax rate in
Barbados relative to Canada,
many companies were attracted
to operate out of Barbados as op-
pose out of Canada.

“As we set up more of these
double taxation agreements
with other countries, other coun-
tries would be interested in set-
ting up their insurance opera-
tions in Barbados as opposed to
operating in another environ-
ment that has a less favourable
tax strategy than Barbados, and
that is how we initially attracted
a lot of business out of the coun-
tries.”

He recalled that Barbados
started to write captive insur-
ance business from 1983 in
Barbados. “We have been in the
top 10 by the 1990’s and we have
maintained that rating for over
25 years.The most critical thing
would be new pieces of legisla-

tion that would allow new prod-
ucts to be domiciled in
Barbados,” Graham suggested.

“We will ensure that our reg-
ulatory framework remains
pristine because companies that
register in Barbados operate
across the globe, therefore
Barbados has to maintain the
reputation of having a properly
regulated environment,” he
stressed.

The FSC official indicated that
Barbados has been at pains to
ensure that its regulatory
framework meets all interna-
tional best practice standards so
these companies can continue to
do business.

He also added in terms of
these companies, the revenue is
positive in terms of income into
the county. Essentially they will
pay fees for registering in
Barbados they will also pay
taxes as companies operating
outside of Barbados, so you do
get the income but the Barbados

domestic insurance market our
premiums are $600 million in
total.

The insurance market in
Barbados is small when com-
pared to international markets,
and the companies that are here
are not insuring risk in
Barbados, but outside of
Barbados.

However, the Barbados Stock
Exchange has revealed plans
start an international securities
market. If they get the interna-
tional market going one could
see some of that US$42 billion
(Bds$84 billion) being invested
on the secondary market here
and that would bring some activ-
ity in our country, he reasoned.

Latin America market show-
ing promise

The CEO pointed out that
over time many of the Canadian
companies that have shown an
interest in Barbados out of
Canada have established here.

“So we have saturation in that
market, however, our Canadian
hold is still strong, but in terms
of new companies, the growth
will not be that great,” he said.

As such Barbados has to look
to Latin America where there
are thousands of new compa-
nies.

“We have a similar legal sys-
tem, climate etc., therefore
Barbados can be seen as an ex-
tension of their country. The
Barbadian government has
moved to secure these double
taxation agreements with Latin
American countries such as
Panama “

Graham added that once we
have the agreements going and
the cultural ties, we can get
more business of Latin America
because it is a good fit. I believe
that Latin America could be-
come the next source market for
International business in
Barbados, if the work is done.”
(NB)

Barbados continues to be a world 
leading captive insurance domicile

FATCA
agreement
signed

Countries only impacted if they are rated

C&W to issue 
shares to finance
acquisition

Phil Bentley, CEO of  Cable & Wireless Communications. 
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WITH more families
feeling the increasing
financial pressures as-
sociated with ensuring
that their children are
afforded tertiary edu-
cation, one insurance
official is urging par-
ents not to wait too late
to start putting aside
some funds.

During an interview
with Alex Tasker, Senior
Vice President Business
Development and Marke-
ting of the Insurance Co-
operation of Barbados Li-
mited, following a press
briefing held earlier this
week at the company’s
Speightstown branch, he
made the point that ICBL
was particularly keen on
working with Barbadians
in the area of youth devel-
opment.

Apart from its charita-
ble initiatives, he stated
that the company had
launched last month an in-
vestment tool called the
Future Builder Plan. This
tool,he explained,was con-
ceptualised to help parents
to manage the expecta-
tions for their children as
they go off to university.

“As you know, more and

more, families are being af-
fected by their children
having to pay more to go to
university, so we are ask-
ing parents to get involved
in this tool with their kids
from the time they are
very young, so that by the
time they reach age 18,
their parents would be
ready for them to go off to
university without having
any great impact on their
pockets,” he said, adding,
“This tool acts as a re-
minder to people of the im-
portance of putting aside a
few dollars a month for
their children... it will go a
long way.”

The Savings tool has a
life insurance component,
which is paid out in
tranches in the event of ill-
ness or death, so that so
that children will continue
to be supported through
the journey of their uni-
versity education.

The company has earlier
said that it would do its
best to make the payments
as affordable as possible,
by letting the client deter-
mine the amount that he
or she would pay monthly,
annually or semi-annually.
(RS)

Secure children’s future 
with investment plan

REPUBLIC Bank (Guya-
na) Limited has an-
nounced the retirement of
its Managing Director,
John Alves, effective June
30, 2015.

Alves, who was ap-

pointed Managing Direc-
tor of Republic Bank (Guy-
ana) Limited on April 9,
2010, has a distinguished
career which spans 40
years. A career banker
and a Fellow of the In-

stitute of Canadian Bank-
ers (FICB), Alves’ passion
for and commitment to the
Bank are well known,
from his early days in the
Inspection and Customer
Service Departments, to
his most recent tenure as
Managing Director of
Republic Bank (Guyana)
Limited.

Richard Sammy has
been appointed Managing
Director (Designate) of
Republic Bank (Guyana)

Limited. He is currently
the Regional Corporate
Manager, Corporate Busi-
ness Centre, South,
Republic Bank (Trinidad)
Ltd. He joined Republic
Bank on March 1, 2009, as
Regional Manager, Invest-
ment Banking.

Over the last six years,
he worked on the financ-
ing of a number of major
projects in several Ca-
ribbean territories and in
Guyana.

HOW does your Compa-
ny/Organisation ‘see’ you?
Your Board, CEO, Ma-
nagement Team, Col-
leagues?  Are you taken
seriously? Are you per-
forming a serious role that
will add value and benefit
the Company? 

These are a few of the
questions Freida Nicholls,
Manager, Market Deve-
lopment & Public Rela-
tions, Barbados Port In-
corporated, posited to the
audience of Barbadian
communicators recently
at the Savannah Hotel.

The ability to strategise
and plan is a vital skill for
corporate communicators
who wish to demonstrate
their value to organisa-
tions, and earn senior
management’s respect.

Nicholls  explained,
“Companies want to see
revenue, profit and im-
proved image… whether
it is a company, organisa-
tion, public sector agency,
you have customers or
publics, you build relation-
ships, you seek to deliver
quality service, and com-
municate effectively.

“Forming relationships
and building relationships
is important.For example,
build relationships with
the media, know how the
media function. Everyone
in the media is not on the
same level or same areas
of expertise – going to the
editor may not be the key.
Build relationships and
this is done over time .

“PR is not publicity, but
public relations take time.
Rihanna has publicists
that deal with the here

and now, but PR, Cor-
porate Communications
and Marketing ought to be
planned.

“I have worked here and
outside of Barbados. In the
US, they take the CEO
from the President back
down, and he is moulded
and prepared, and that is
a given. No one gets upset
when the corporate com-
munications person or PR
comes to advise or guide.
It shows you that you have
a particular skill that peo-
ple respect.The role of PR
is important from the
colour of the CEO’s tie, to
how the office is set up.

“PR was confused with
Advertising; had no sepa-
rate budget;was not taken
seriously, and in most
companies did not even
exist.”

In her own personal ex-
perience, she said, “The
port is a unique and won-
derful place to work,but it
is a man’s domain, and 20
years when I went there, I
became the first female
manager having to fight
for it... you have to deliver
in your job.

“They see ladies before
intellect, and I talk to peo-
ple in the industry you
have to prove yourself for
them to accept you.”

She advised, “You can’t
develop a plan without
knowing what the corpo-
rate goals of your com-
pany are. It is difficult, be-
cause many corporate
communications don’t
ever see the strategic plan
of their company. There
are a lot of beautiful plans
sitting at a desk, but it
needs to be implemented...
but you need the re-
sources.

In this field, develop
good leadership skills, pay
close attention to detail,
never stop learning, listen
to others and when over-
whelmed, ask for help.”

The International Asso-
ciation of Business Com-
municators (IABC) is a
global network of commu-
nication professionals
committed to improving
organisational effective-
ness through strategic
communication. Esta-
blished in 1970, IABC
serves over 15,000 mem-
bers in 67 countries, 100
chapters & 10 000 organ-
isations. (NB)

Communication
important to
business
development 

Alex Tasker, Senior Vice President Business
Development and Marketing of the Insurance Co-op-
eration of Barbados Limited.

RANDY Graham, CEO of
the Financial Service Com-
mission (FSC), believes
that more education can
help build confidence in
the public.

He made the sugges-
tion, “We need to play our
role in doing more public
outreach,so the wider pub-
lic understand how things
operate, and understand
the risk if any at all. We
are coming from a fairly
uncomfortable place with
the matter that occurred
with one of the insurance
companies in 2009. There

is always going to be that
worry from the public of a
repeat,and no one wants a
repeat of that situation.

The FSC, in terms of the
entities under our watch,
we have created a very
strong regulatory frame-
work for a particular over-
sight to minimise the
chance of these things oc-
curring again.This is what
we do on a daily basis. We
now need to push that out
to the pubic so that they
understand what the regu-
latory framework is about,
and how it impacts, and

that the probability of reoc-
currence is reduced. We
need to educate the public
about general information
such as pensions, credit
unions,etc., and how these
entities operate; it is a mat-
ter for both the regulator
and the private sector.”

“The fears are coming
from lack of confidence and
speculation.The regulator
and private sector indeed
need to step up informa-
tion,make the public more
aware, as they would be
armed with more knowl-
edge.” (NB)

Step up education in 2015

Republic Bank Guyana appoints Managing Director

Richard Sammy on his appointment.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 19th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.30237    2.34554              
Pound Sterling £ 3.01743    3.07400              
Canadian $ 1.66028 1.69500
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.29805       2.34554              
Pound Sterling £ 3.01176 3.07400              
Canadian $ 1.65714 1.69500              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.26482 2.36018 
Pound Sterling £ 2.96821 3.09319              
Canadian $ 1.64775 1.69649              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01739
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31605

“THERE are positive
signs that we will see
some improvement of
the economy at the end
of the year. We need to
move past the pes-
simism of where we are
right now, and work to-
gether to try to secure
movement in our econ-
omy, and we all have to
put our heads together,
work together to
strengthen the econ-
omy.”

This was the suggestion
made by David Alleyne,
President and CEO of
Sagicor General.

He explained, “The gen-
eral insurance market
place is difficult. There is
tremendous competition
within the market place,
rates have been falling con-
sequent upon reinsurance
rates being lower for the
region, the economy has
put a strain on the ability
of our policy holder to pay,
so Sagicor General has
been lenient with our pol-
icy holders in terms of pro-
viding more lenient terms.

“There is a direct correla-
tion between economic
growth and the growth of
an insurance sector, and
with the economy strug-
gling, there has been diffi-
culty. Sagicor General has
had a reasonable 2014,
with our intent to provide
a higher level of customer
service and more a more
efficient service through
our IT platform,and we ex-
pect that 2015 should be
better for the company.

“We have approximately
10 per cent of the market
in the general side.In
terms of the scope of
growth in Barbados, there
are constraints of growth,
that being the economy
and the level of competi-
tion.

“However, the scope for
Sagicor General to grow is
dependent on the provision
of exceptional service to
the market place, buttress
by the strength of Sagicor
Financial and the Goddard
Group.

“I think that policy hold-
ers can be secure in know-

ing that while ensuring in
Sagicor General, they have
the backing of two ex-
tremely strong parents.”

In terms of the future of
Barbados,he noted,“There
are things that we see hap-
pening, there are projects
and prospects, and with
hard work over the coming
years, Barbados should be
able to get back where we
were with the commitment
of the people.

“Productivity levels in
Barbados have to go up;we
have to create opportuni-

ties for ourselves as a coun-
try and as a people. We
need to create more compa-
nies like Sagicor, that are
substantially owned by
Barbadians, and we need
to be proud of countries
like this that can thrive on
the world stage – Sagicor
operates in many coun-
tries.

“The foreign exchange is
necessary for Barbados to
progress, and Sagicor is
working on bringing for-
eign exchange back into
the country.” (NB)

Economy 
can impact
insurance
sector

FINANCING small busi-
nesses in Barbados is the
subject of a study which
has been conducted here.
And details of the study
will soon be highlighted in
a forthcoming issue of the
Journal of Eastern Carib-
bean Studies.

The study has come at a
time when small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises
have complained repeat-
edly that accessing financ-
ing remains one of their
biggest impediments to
growth and survival.

Author Stacey Estwick
said that the work ex-
plores the fit of the peck-
ing order theory of fi-
nance,and the demand for
external financing, by
closely held and family-
owned small and medium
enterprises in Barbados.

According to the ab-
stract, the “study is ex-
ploratory and uses in-
depth interviews  with
seven Barbadian entre-
preneurs to explore small
business financing choice.
This study reveals that
these entrepreneurs only
resort to debt financing
after internal funding was
exhausted”.

Noting that external
funding is not a consider-

ation, Estwick said the
analysis revealed that
these finance preferences
were influenced by the de-
sire to maintain control of
the business.

“Exploration also re-
vealed that a possible re-
lationship between entre-
preneurial experience,
ownership composition,
education levels, and the
desire for control,” she
said.

In addition, the author
suggested that future
quantitative research is
required to investigate
these relationships.

“Understanding of Ca-
ribbean Single Market
and Economy (CSME) fi-
nancing  will assist Carib-
bean practitioners and
policy makers in address-
ing the cause of slow cap-
ital market development,”
she added.

The Journal is pub-
lished on a quarterly basis
by the Sir Arthur Lewis
Institute of Social and
Economic Studies.

Saving for a Riany Day:
Coping with Extreme
weather events in Small
Island Developing States,
is among major article
highlighted in the publi-
cation.

ANAND Pascal, President
of Guardian Life of the
Caribbean Limited
(GLOC), is pleased with
the company’s perform-
ance in Barbados, and is
optimistic about 2015.

While speaking briefly
to the media last week at
a cocktail reception at
Sweetfield Manor, Brit-
tons Hill, he said that Ba-
bados is a good location of
GLOC.

“This market is an im-
portant market, and we
launched new products
both in Trinidad and
Barbados,” he explained.

“My expectation of 2015
is very positive. All
throughout the Caribbean
we are in difficult times,
some more than others,
but I think that once we
put our minds to focus on
what is important and not
allow distractions to affect
what we do, I think we will
come out on the other end

a lot stronger,” he said,
while noting that amid the
challenges, companies
need to look at how they
operate.

“The market is quite
competitive in Barbados,
but it is an environment
where we thrive, so we
look forward to 2015 in
positive terms. We had a
good year last year,and we
are happy with what we
see in Barbados.”

The Guardian Life offi-
cial also noted that in
2014, after some difficult
times in prior years, they
restarted their efforts here
in earnest with Amado
Marcano becoming
Branch Manager, Guar-
dian Life of the Caribbean,
in 2010. Since then, he has
rebuilt our branch and put
a major focus on training,
and the numbers reflect
the culmination of our peo-
ple.

According to him, “We

are in this business to pro-
tect families from the chal-
lenges when the bread-
winner is gone too soon.”

Ravi Tewari, Group
Chief Executive Officer,
echoed similar senti-
ments, highlighting they
are very satisfied with
how Guardian is perform-
ing in Barbados.

Customer service key
He said, “We have been

operating on the general
insurance side in Barba-
dos for around 30 years,
and 10 years ago we de-
cided to enter the life in-
surance market in Barba-
dos.

“We are very happy with
the results we have seen
in the last couple of years
– we have had significant
growth in 2013/4.”

Tewari also lauded their
agents, saying, “We are
proud of the quality of
agents we have recruited

over the past two years,
and we look forward to a
tremendous 2015 and be-
yond.”

They observed that the
Barbadian life insurance
market is considerably
smaller than that in
Trinidad.However, that in
itself does create a lot of
opportunity, “because we
know that insurance is un-
derpenetrated in the Bar-
badian market to a great-
er degree than in the
Trinidad,” said Tewari.

He added, “There is a
strong appetite for insur-
ance and  good service.The
challenge to the insurer is
to ensure the level of serv-
ice meets the standards
the customer expects .The
Guardian Group, we have
been known for the quality
of our training of agents.
We have invested a lot in
training and we will con-
tinue to do this going for-
ward.” (NB)

Future of growth in the
insurance market promising

Study looks at the
financing of small
businesses in B’dos

David Alleyne, President & CEO of Sagicor General.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

HAVING pointed to
some gains from the
ongoing fiscal consol-
idation programme
launched in August
2013, the Central
Bank of Barbados is
now hoping to
achieve the 7.2 per
cent fiscal target that
would complete more
of what was antici-
pated.

For Barbadians expe-
riencing pains from the
consolidation measures,
the hope is that there
will soon be much ease
to the squeeze after a
prolonged period of aus-
terity.

In the release high-
lighting the performance
of the economy for cal-

endar 2014 (which is
also nine months into
the Government’s finan-
cial year) Governor, Dr.
Delisle Worrell pointed
to an estimated $181
million (2.1 per cent of
GDP) in savings from
the consolidation efforts
to date. The new taxes
introduced as part of the
programme –
Consolidated  Tax,
Municipal Solid Waste
Tax and the Bank Asset
Tax – collectively raked
in $73 million, while no-
table declines were reg-
istered in expenditure
on wages and salaries
and grants to public in-
stitutions fell $53 mil-
lion and $55 million re-
spectively.

The Governor had also
said that the measures

had stabilised the coun-
try’s foreign reserves
with the foreign reserve
movements in 2014 hav-
ing averted to the nor-
mal patterns observed
between 2010 and 2012.

While these develop-

ments are welcome,
more needs to be done to
improve the economy.
The onus now is to en-
sure expenditure is kept
below $65 million be-
tween now and March
31, 2015, so that the fis-
cal target of 7.2 per cent
can be realised by the
end of that month.

It is significant to note
that the outturn figures
as presented in the press
statement ought to be
seen in the context of
what Moody’s had said
when it last commented
on the economy follow-
ing the half year (or first
quarter) review of the
economy.

Early in 2014 Moody’s
had downgraded
Barbados which many
felt were somewhat un-
fair given the pro-
gramme outlined for
bringing stability back
to Government’s fiscal
position, safeguard the
exchange rate and to
promote economic
growth.

Once those measures
were started, Moody’s
seemed not to have been
impressed with the ini-
tial results of the consol-
idation efforts failing
also to recognise that fis-
cal matters undertaken
at the start of the year
would have taken some
time to bear fruit.

“Although we expect
fiscal consolidation to
accelerate over the next
three quarters (June to
December 2014) it will
remain constrained by

revenue under perform-
ance, difficulty reining
in transfers and subsi-
dies and rising interest
costs. Consequently, we
are adjusting our budget
deficit projection to 8.5
per cent of GDP from 8.0
per cent,” said Moody’s.

The rating agency also
anticipated ongoing
challenge in key indus-
tries of tourism and off-
shore services, as well as
austerity measures to
weigh in on economic ac-
tivity for the rest of the
year. It projected a one
per cent economic con-
traction in 2014.

The figures as out-
lined in the Central
Bank’s release show that
total revenue was higher
by approximately $95
million, with increases
in corporate taxes ($15
million), VAT ($6 mil-
lion), excises ($7 million)
and import duties ($7
million). Personal taxes
were up $26 million but
accordingly this
stemmed from delayed
payments of refunds.

Though some are not
excited about the growth
figure for 2014, the point
must be made that the
economy expanded 0.3
per cent whereas
Moody’s anticipated a
one per cent decline.

Now the authorities
have to prove Moody’s
projected 8.5 per cent or
eight per cent f iscal
deficit as wrong, as it
has been for other things
said about the pro-
gramme.

Still other issues re-
mained. One of them is
the start up of the big
projects earmarked in
the August 2013 Budget
to grow the economy and
whether they can begin
in time to provide the 2.0
per cent growth rate an-
ticipated for 2015.

These projects have
the ability to provide
jobs and to promote
more demand in the
economy so that eco-
nomic activity will be en-
hanced. Already it is
shown that construction
activity fuelled some of
the marginal growth
recorded in 2014.

In addition, domestic
exports are up four per
cent and this could have
been higher had a con-
certed attempt been
made to deal with the
challenges facing the
rum industry in the USA
export market. There is
no doubt that this fiscal
consolidation pro-
gramme has been a
tough one. The higher
taxes, the cut in expendi-
ture that sees the shed-
ding of labour within the
public service and is
likely to continue,
Barbadian students hav-
ing to pay for some of
their tuition at the
University of the West
Indies, and income tax
returns not being made
available, remain a
painful exercise.

But there are some re-
sults to show from the
efforts. But again more
needs to be done.

ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT

More needs
to be done
to improve
the economy

Dr. Delisle Worrell, Governor of Central Bank of Barbados.

Though some are not excited about the growth figure for 2014, the point must
be made that the economy expanded 0.3 per cent whereas Moody’s anticipated
a one per cent decline.
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ARMED with decades
of experience in the
management of the
distribution and retail
sectors across the
Caribbean, Geoffrey
Evelyn has recently
been appointed Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO) of
BrydenStokes Ltd., a
member of the ANSA
McAL (Barbados) Ltd.
group of companies.

Evelyn, a high achiever
in sales and marketing
with a track record for
achieving results and ex-
ceeding targets, returns
to BrydenStokes after
two years as CEO at the
helm of Trimart
Supermarkets, also a part
of ANSA McAL.And he is
ready to achieve greater
success through the effi-
cient application of both
techniques which im-
prove service to cus-
tomers and marketing in-
vestments with a strong
team of professionals.

Happy to be at
BrydenStokes after hav-
ing left the then Stokes
and Bynoe in 2012,
Evelyn said he looked for-
ward “to completing the
process started by the
merger and bringing the
company to the pinnacle
of its potential”. He
added: “My experience in
the retail sector with
Trimart was a good one
and it gave me the oppor-
tunity to augment my
skills further. I’ve now
worked with the manu-
facturer, the distributor
and the retailer, and pos-
sess an even greater ap-
preciation for what
makes the ‘merry go
round’.”

Before joining Stokes &
Bynoe in 2006 and taking
up the position of CEO in
2007, Evelyn worked with
the Nestle Group, spend-
ing 20 years there, where
he progressed from Sales
Supervisor to Business
Manager and finally Area

Manager. “This provided
me with tremendous ex-
perience in managing dis-
tributors and under-
standing how food prod-
ucts should be distributed
profitably in even the
tightest margin con-
strained markets.”

BrydenStokes was cre-
ated by the merger of
Bryden’s Distribution,
Bryden’s Barbarees,A&R
Tempro, and Stokes &
Bynoe in 2012. It is more
than twice the size of the
previous Stokes and
Bynoe with twice as
many employees. “This
makes it all the more im-
perative to have strong
performers across all de-
partments and fortu-
nately we have good peo-
ple on our team,” the new
CEO explained.

Speaking to the impor-
tance of his team in
achieving results and suc-
cess, he went on to add
that as with any organi-
sation BrydenStokes “was

only as strong as our
weakest link so we need
to constantly keep train-
ing and motivating our
team members in the pur-
suit of excellence and be
able to share the rewards
of our hard work with
them in the form of per-
formance incentives”.

In commenting on
Evelyn’s new appoint-
ment, Nicholas Mouttet,
CEO of ANSA McAL
(Barbados) said that the
group was happy to wel-
come Evelyn back to
BrydenStokes. “Geoffrey
continues to demonstrate
tremendous value across
our group with strong
support from a motivated
team.” Mouttet went on
to add, “And as we thank
Geoffrey for his leader-
ship of Trimart
Supermarkets, we look
forward to him continu-
ing the process of achiev-
ing sustainable growth in
the distribution sector in
Barbados.”

ATTENTION will now
shift to the regulators in
Barbados to see whether
this country will follow
the lead set by Jamaica in
okaying the merger be-
tween Cable and Wireless
Communications and
Columbus
Communications.

The Government of
Jamaica gave the green
light for the transfer of
control of Flow and
Columbus Networks to
Cable and Wireless
Communications (CWC).

According to reports,
Jamaica made the deci-
sion a few days ago paving
the way for the merger
which was announced

pending regulatory ap-
provals, late last year.

CWC is the parent com-
pany of Cable and
Wireless Jamaica (LIME).

Currently, the fair
Trading Commission in
Barbados is in possession
of the application for the
merger. It has also invited
stakeholders in Barbados
to make submissions on
the proposals.

The Jamaica Observer
newspaper, said that the
country’s Minister of
Science, Technology,
Energy, and Mining,
Phillip Paulwell, on
Thursday approved the
transfer of control of
Columbus

Communications Jamaica
Limited (Flow) and
Columbus Networks
Jamaica Limited from
their parent company
Columbus International
Inc.

Such approval would
clear the path for CWC to
expand its fixed telephony
and internet services, in
addition to its mobile of-
ferings.

A statement from the
Technology Ministry, re-
ported in the Observer,
said that the
Telecommunications Act
did not expressly autho-
rise the minister to im-
pose conditions in relation
to the transaction.

FOR the first time in its
19 year history, the
Human Resource
Management Association
of Barbados (HRMAB)
will be hosting a week of
activities to celebrate and
recognise the contribu-
tion of this vital profes-
sion.

From Sunday, February
22nd until Saturday,
February 28th, the inau-
gural week of activities

will include a church
service, an induction cer-
emony for new members,
an HR Showcase, a public
lecture and an evening of
fun activity for members,
before drawing to a close
with the association’s
first awards dinner and
Gala event.

Under the theme
“Acknowledging our
strength; Embracing our
Relevance”, the initiative

is intended to highlight
the role of Human
Resource Management,
in addition to recognising
HR practitioners for their
enormous contribution.

During this week it is
the intention of HRMAB
to interact with the pub-
lic and to highlight the
role which the HR profes-
sional plays; one such ac-
tivity will be the HR
Showcase, where stu-

dents desirous of chart-
ing their career paths
and members of the gen-
eral public can partici-
pate and walk away with
a comprehensive under-
standing of the role of the
HR professional in the or-
ganisation.

President Glenda
Gilkes advised: “We will
also take this opportunity
to recognise the many HR
professionals on the is-

land during our inaugu-
ral awards dinner and
Gala event. HR profes-
sionals are usually the
ones to arrange and man-
age the functions which
recognise staff for their
contribution to the organ-
isation; this will be an op-
portunity for [such pro-
fessionals] to be recog-
nised and awarded.”

Over the coming weeks,
information on the vari-

ous activities will be cir-
culated amongst the
membership, in addition
to being relayed to mem-
bers of the general public
who are encouraged to
get involved, particularly
during the HR Showcase,
as well as the public lec-
ture which is scheduled
for the Grande Salle of
the Tom Adams Financial
Centre, on February
24th.

High achiever in sales
returns to head BrydenStokes

Jamaica approves Columbus – CWC merger

HRMAB to host inaugural week of activities 

Geoffrey Evelyn, new CEO at BrydenStokes Ltd., is
looking forward to completing the process started
by the merger of four distribution entities, and brin-
ing the company to the pinnacle of its potential.

Jamaica’s Minister of Science, Technology, Energy, and Mining, Phillip Paulwell.
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Onus on US to end
global turmoil,
restore peace
LAST year will go down as a year of significant ten-
sions on the global political front:War in the Ukraine;
tensions between the USA and Russia over the same
Ukraine, that threatened instability in Europe; a
fear that the new cold war could be with us and car-
ried on right here in the Caribbean; and the emer-
gence of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS),
were the type of events not heard of in peace time.

Even the Russia-USA tensions have given rise to
fears that World War Three is on us, just when the
centenary of the outbreak of World War One was
being observed.

There is no doubt that many of these events will
carry over and deep into 2015, and even beyond, un-
less the international community is able to solve
them and to prevent them from escalating. Events
as these are not the type of things small states rel-
ish, given their integration into the global economic
and political systems, and the fall out they will ex-
perience should the situation deteriorate.

All of this is to say is that the United Nations has
to be more forceful in bringing an end to these devel-
opments. As the world government, it cannot stand
idly by and do nothing.

“So they remained for a
long time, speaking boldly
for the Lord, who testified
to the word of His grace by
granting signs and won-
ders to be done through
them.” – Acts 14:3

THE population in the
Caribbean is estimated to
be English Heritage (6
million), French Heritage
(11.2 million), Dutch
Heritage (0.8 million) and
Spanish Heritage (22.5
million), a total of 40.5
million people. The popu-
lations of even the larger
Caribbean countries are
too small to support
themselves, and hence we
have to be clever and ex-
port goods and services,
for which we have a com-
petitive advantage, to the
global consumer.

We must recognise that
we are now in the infor-
mation age, and that the
Earth must now be seen
as a global village where
the global consumers, in
return for products and
services, must pay all our
bills. In this context, we
must mobilise initiatives
which will allow us to
evolve from being a men-
dicant society, where we
depend on aid and talk
about reparations to be-
come an enterprising so-
ciety.

Last week I was part of
the launch of the Carib-
bean Food Business In-
novation Revolution ini-
tiative, which is promoted
by the Global Business
Innovation Corporation
(GBIC), and was hosted
by exporTT, the national
export facilitation organ-
isation of Trinidad and
Tobago. This is an exam-
ple of an initiative, which,
as we expand it through-
out the Caribbean, will
allow global consumers to
pay all our bills.

There were many as-
pects of this initiative for
which one must credit
Divine intervention: The
introduction of Guyanese-
American, Dr. Owen
Carryl (an Open Inno-
vation Expert), to my son,
Bevan Springer (Media,
Marketing and Public
Relations), when Owen’s
brother, a long-time
friend of Bevan, con-
nected them.

Owen and Bevan
talked about my work in
shepherding, which
piqued Owen’s interest.
He wanted to know more
about it, which led to a
one-hour Skype call in the
summer, followed by a
face-to-face meeting a

month later, which also
included Owen’s
Brazilian colleague from
Mexico, Diego Bolson
Ruzzarin (a Food Design
Expert). Owen had previ-
ously worked with Diego
at Pepsico. Our personal-
ities gelled and we agreed
on an approach, led by
Diego, which has resulted
in the birth of the
Caribbean Food Business
Innovation Revolution
initiative.

This GBIC initiative,
with its expertise in the
four competencies of
shepherding, open inno-
vation, food design and
communications, offers
Caribbean entrepreneurs
avenues to take their
products and services to
the regional and global
marketplace.

I introduced the con-
cept to the Trinidad and
Tobago Minister of Trade,
Industry, Investment and
Communications,
Senator Vasant Bharath,
who immediately identi-
fied exporTT as the ap-
propriate agency with
whom GBIC should li-
aise. exporTT embraced
the approach from GBIC
with enthusiasm, and
agreed to host the break-
fast launch at their head-
quarters.

All four GBIC resource
persons assembled in
Trinidad a week ago, and

launched the initiative to
a packed house. Diego led
the presentations, fol-
lowed by Owen. These
two presentations cap-
tured the interest of the
audience as to how food
and beverage manufac-
turers could quickly gain
access to the US market,
in particular with prod-
ucts which were appropri-
ately developed to satisfy
the needs of consumers.

I addressed the need to
shepherd (life coach and
business mentor) the en-
terprises to mitigate the
risk of business failure, as
they accept the challenge
to move to a larger con-
sumer base in the global
market. I pointed out that
shepherding also secures
the seed and equity capi-
tal investment.

As I handed over to
Bevan, the moderator, to
share his GBIC role with
the audience, I realised,
in a quiet emotional mo-
ment, that this handing
over to my son was a sym-
bolic manifestation of suc-
cession planning, even
though retirement is not
proactively defined in my
vocabulary. He talked
about the role of the com-
munications platform
which cannot be over-
stated. The GBIC initia-
tive will benefit from a
wide-variety of communi-
cations tactics as we move

products from the farm to
the consumer.

The next day and a half
we spent interviewing po-
tential clients who would
participate in the first
cadre of food and bever-
age manufacturers, under
the GBIC initiative. We
need a critical mass of 20
companies to consum-
mate the venture, which
we expect will be funded
from a combination of
Government support, the
justification for which is
increased foreign ex-
change earnings; and up-
front investment from the
companies themselves, as
well as a commission on
sales, the justification of
which would be the en-
hanced profitability of the
enterprises as they grow
exponentially in the
global marketplace.

Remember that an-
other enterprise develop-
ment initiative, Bank on
Me, starts on Tuesday,
January 20, at 8 p.m,. on
Barbados’ CBC TV
Channel 8, and continues
for seven consecutive
weeks –
www.facebook.com/Banko
nmetv

Let us step up to the
plate and speak boldly for
the Lord, our wonders to
perform in getting global
consumers to pay all the
bills while they benefit
from the excellent prod-
ucts from our region.

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-Engine
Consultant, Caribbean
Business Enterprise
Trust Inc. - CBET - His
columns may be found
at www.cbetmodel.org
and www.nothing-
beatsbusiness.com)

Global consumers pay the billsEditor’s
Notebook

• THE Barbados Inter-
national Business Asso-
ciation (BIBA) will be
hosting a luncheon this
week.

•The annual general
meeting of Goddard Limited
will be held on January 30.

• An Alternative Dispute
Resolution Workshop is
scheduled for February 10-
13.

We must recognise that we are now
in the information age, and that the
Earth must now be seen as a global
village where the global consumers,
in return for products and services,
must pay all our bills. In this con-
text, we must mobilise initiatives
which will allow us to evolve from
being a mendicant society, where
we depend on aid and talk about

reparations to become an enterpris-
ing society.
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CIBC FirstCaribbean International
Bank continues to demonstrate its
commitment to the region as it pre-
pares for a future of banking in
which the needs of its ever-growing
and sophisticated clientele are in-
creasingly met.

The bank has, over recent years, been
concentrating on the continuous develop-
ment and expansion of its Retail,Wealth
and Business Banking Services through
innovations and investment in its infra-
structure, processes and staff.

In a wide-ranging interview recently,
Mark St. Hill, the bank’s Managing
Director, Retail, Business and
International Banking, spoke about key
improvements the bank was instituting
as well as their benefits to the bank’s cus-
tomers. Mr. St. Hill said that CIBC
FirstCaribbean’s business banking seg-
ment was recording encouraging growth
with the increase in entrepreneurial ac-
tivity around the region. He added that
the bank had listened to what its busi-
ness banking clients had been saying
about challenges they have been experi-
encing with accessing capital and had
analysed the types of barriers that had
cropped up over the years to these cus-
tomers qualifying for financing.These in-
clude the level of record keeping by some
entrepreneurs and the quality of busi-
ness plans presented.“Coming out of this
we created a number of products and
services such as the Bizline Visa Business
Credit Card and the Merchant Services
Overdraft and we’ve developed some tools
and provided assistance in helping our
clients present their applications for fi-
nancing – in other words, we have posi-
tioned ourselves as being more of a fi-
nancial advisor for our clients,” Mr. St.
Hill explained.

Up-skilled to better advise clients
In order to achieve this, the bank’s

Business Banking Officers were exposed

to a specially tailored business banking
training module created by the Canadian
Securities Institute. “We’ve up-skilled
ourselves to [better] interpret the infor-
mation received from clients when they
complete the business planning guide we
recently created –  and by extension we
are able to advise them better,” the
Managing Director, Retail, Business and
International Banking noted.

With regard to Platinum Banking, Mr.
St. Hill said that this offering, which was
rebranded and re-launched, was also ex-
periencing continued growth. “It’s a
Relationship Management offer for the
busy professionals or executives and has
been working tremendously well. In cer-
tain markets – including Barbados, The
Cayman Islands and the Bahamas – it’s
driving over 50 per cent of our sales. It’s
also growing in Antigua and other mar-
kets and we’re about to launch it in
Curacao, a market with a large number
of professionals.”

Facilitating clients’ needs for credit
In the area of Retail Banking, the CIBC

FirstCaribbean senior executive ex-
plained that through its regional network
of Mortgage and Loan Centres, spe-
cialised staff were facilitating their
clients’ need for credit. “We know that
the way we grow our businesses, increase
our wealth, educate our families and im-
prove our lifestyles is through access to
credit.To meet this need we’ve developed
an approach that is relationship-centred
so that we’re here for our clients when
they need us,” Mr. St. Hill explained. He
added that a year after their roll out, the
response to the Mortgage and Loan
Centres was “very good” in key locations
– especially Barbados and Antigua and in
the Financial Year 2014 the bank had
helped nearly 7,000 Retail Banking
clients to “achieve their dreams” through
access to credit to purchase land; build,
buy or refurbish homes; educate them-

selves or their children;enjoy a family va-
cation;purchase a car; or grow their busi-
nesses.

With regard to the processes and tech-
nology supporting the bank’s ability to fa-
cilitate its clients’ credit needs, Mr. St.
Hill noted that during the year a new
risk management credit system was put
in place. “We’re starting to see improved
results. One of the key benefits of this
platform is that it will allow us to create
more tailored solutions for our clients.”

With a significant number of the bank’s
employees providing retail and business
banking services, Mr. St. Hill noted that
they are obviously key to the bank’s com-
mitment to deepen relationships with,
and add value to, its clients. “We’ve seen
good success and have surpassed year-on-
year expectations in terms of convenience
products – bank accounts, deposit ac-
counts, internet banking sign ups, our e-
channels, and our credit cards – because
our employees are talking to our clients.
Other initiatives to help that include spe-
cial programmes like our new ‘Talk to
Me Tuesdays’ where we’ve brought our
staff from behind the counters into our
lobbies and they would rub shoulders di-
rectly with our clients to talk with them
and understand their needs. I applaud
and thank our staff.”

One of the more competitive banks
In the future, CIBC FirstCaribbean

wants to see an increase in the number of
staff become involved in direct sales and
reach out proactively to clients.Based on
its continuous improvements and expan-
sion of Retail Banking services, the bank
is confident that it will meet the evolving
needs of current and potential clients.
“We’re one of the more competitive banks
when it comes to pricing and focusing on
the major channels through which our
clients’ needs are met.We’re emphasising
the centrality of developing relationships
with clients who use our key products

and services,” Mr. St. Hill said.
Further infrastructural expansion is

taking place across the region. The bank
has been looking at new locations in the
region. In Jamaica a new branch model,
designed to increase the number of
clients, will be piloted in Santa Cruz, St.
Elizabeth, this year before being rolled
out to other locations. A new branch will
also be commissioned in Montego Bay,
also in Jamaica.

Future of banking – meeting needs of
sophisticated client

Emphasising the bank’s commitment
and continued investment in the region,
Mr. St. Hill described the long-term vi-
sion. “The future of banking in the
Caribbean is meeting the needs of an
ever-more-sophisticated client through
the channels by which they access our
services. The majority of this new client
demographic does not come into our
banking halls on a regular basis,so the fu-
ture involves creating an improved rela-
tionship management model through in-
novations such as our Business Banking
and Platinum Banking services,
Mortgage and Loan Centres,and call cen-
tres.At Warrens in Barbados for example,
a number of our clients don’t go past the
ABMs into the Banking Hall – they
transact all their business right there at
the ABM or online, so we’re designing
our branches to be responsive to the
needs of our clients.”

Mr.St.Hill,who has over 25 years of ex-
perience with CIBC FirstCaribbean, con-
cluded: “The continuous investment we
are making is preparing us for the fu-
ture of banking, so while we’ve invested
in new infrastructure we’ve also de-com-
missioned old infrastructure because we
have to take a commercial view of how we
position ourselves. The vision is to have
a model that is sustainable,and that will
continue to please our clients and share-
holders – that’s where we’re going.”

CIBC FirstCaribbean continues to
demonstrate commitment to region 

Mark St. Hill, Managing Director,
Retail, Business and International
Banking at CIBC FirstCaribbean
International Bank. CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank.

     



CABLE and Wireless
Communications has
made a bid to acquire
Columbus
Communications
(FLOW). In light of that,
Phil Bentley, CEO of
Cable & Wireless
Communications
consented to an
interview with Business
Monday on a wide range
of issues related to the
take over and about
C&W. Today we publish
the full interview.

Q:The talk these days is
about C&W’s acquisition of
FLOW... what prompted
C&W to undertake this
task and why should the
regulator in Barbados okay
it? 

A:There are many great
reasons for the merger,but
first and foremost, let me
establish that our strategy
is ultimately determined by
the needs of the customer.
Customers are the
consumers of today’s
technology and dictate the

direction of our industry –
an industry that is moving
towards “always on,
anywhere, anytime” or
what we technically refer
to as fixed mobile
convergence. So, by
combining the strengths of
CWC’s fixed and mobile
networks with Columbus’
state-of-the-art
technologies, next-
generation fibre network
and video capabilities we
will deliver higher
bandwidth, more robust
networks and greater

flexibility in content
delivery to provide faster
broadband speeds,a better
mobile download
experience and a leading
TV experience creating a
best-in-class quad-play
solutions give our customer
what they want,when they
want them and how they
want them.

Q:Why should the
Regulator in Barbados OK
it (the merger)? 

A:We welcome and

respect the work of the
Regulators in Barbados
and across the region and
will continue to collaborate
with them in the execution
of their duties.

We believe that the
Regulators should approve
the merger because it will
be good for the industry,
create real, sustainable
competition, and deliver
superior service to our
customers. For example,
our fibre-to-the-home
investment will help to
support the country’s
economic growth.
Following approval, the
new company will act
swiftly to make available
100 per cent broadband
penetration by the end of
2015.

Q:Did it have anything
to do with a loss of market
share to FLOW? 

A:No, not at all. The
decision to merge is a
strategic move in
accordance with the global
industry trends and will
particularly enhance our
TV capabilities. Also, the
combined CWC/Columbus
operations will transform
our business model and
significantly enhance our
customer service delivery.
We’ve $100M ear marked
for investment in Barbados
and we are looking to
create more jobs.
Customers will have a
choice; Digicel, Direct TV,
MCTV and other players.

Q:Prior to the news
about the acquisition some
people were suggesting
that C&W was likely to exit
the Caribbean. Comment
on this.

A:Couldn’t be further
from the truth. Let me tell
you what CWC has been
doing over the past two
years. We have divested
significant assets in other
parts of the world to refocus
our business on the
Caribbean and Latin
America. The Caribbean
has always been a principal
region for investment and
focus for CWC, and that is
evidenced by historic as
well as more recent actions
of the company. We have
long been a significant
investor and employer in
the region. By divesting
other non-core parts of our
business we have freed up
room on our balance sheet
to invest heavily in the
region. Over the past two
years we injected
approximately US$600M
in capital investment in our
markets and, at the

beginning of this financial
year, we announced our
US$1B three-year capital
investment programme,
Project Marlin, which will
further upgrade our
networks and services in
the Caribbean and Latin
America. We have
consistently brought the
latest technology and
newest devices to our
customers,keeping them in
pace with, or in some
instances, ahead of some
parts of the world as we are
doing with fibre to the
home. We are a part of the
Bajan community and its
cultural fabric, and have
supported numerous
events such as the
Barbados Cricket
Association under 15
schools’ Cricket
Competition – a
developmental cricket
tournament which has
helped to launch the
careers of several senior
West Indies Cricket team
members. We have also
invested in the Pelican
Football Tournament,Crop
Over Festival, the annual
Barbados Carnival,Soca on
the Hill – the largest Soca
event for the Crop Over
festival, the Oistins Fish
Festival, and Rally
Barbados, which is the
largest Motorsport event in
Barbados.

We have also hosted the
National Independence
Festival for Creative Arts
(NIFCA) for more than 50
years. Our aim is, and has
always been, to enrich the
lives of the people,
communities and
customers that we serve.

Q:There is a popular
view that C&W’s
previously good
image/reputation in
Barbados (and the
Caribbean) has taken a
severe beating in recent
times because of the
downsizing at the company,
battles with labour unions,
industrial unrest by C&W
staff and among other
things declining services.
What are your comments
and how do you intend to
rebuild that reputation? 

A:When a company has
been around for as long as
we have, it will admittedly
have periodic challenges,
but my mandate since
joining the company almost
a year ago, has been to
work with all shareholders
and transform our
standards of service,
genuinely engage with our
employees to personally

CONT’D on page 11
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CONT’D from page 10

understand their issues
and listen to their ideas, as
well as enhance our Union
relationships. The merger
repositions us well to
accomplish these changes
at a faster pace. Our
recently announced
customer charter will
dictate how we will run the
company – we will do what
is right for our customers
and our employees just as
the Prime Minister Stuart
recently asserted. We are
forming a new company,
with a new leadership
team, and a new culture,
putting our customers and
employees at the heart of
our business.This is not the
old CWC. We will be a
growing company – and
growing companies
generally need more staff
to service its customers.

Q:With the pending link-
up with FLOW what
improved benefits can
consumers expect.

A:Fibre to every home is
an amazing development
for Barbados – putting it at
the forefront of technology.
Our customers will enjoy a
leading quad-play offering
in the markets – mobile,
landline, Internet and
video. Customers will get
greater value from the
converged offerings such as
TV on mobile devices and
high-speed data
connections. We will have
the ability to provide
superior and
comprehensive TV content
in approximately 50
countries across the region.
Customers will access
music and video through
personal cloud storage.

Our Business to Business
(B2B) and Business to
Government (B2G)
customers will benefit
tremendously from the
complementary
combination of CWC’s 189
node MPLS (Multiprotocol
Label Switching)
capabilities with Columbus’
wider MPLS and Metro-E
network reach. This will
enable the combined
business to offer greater
reliability and resiliency;
guaranteed Quality of
Service to ensure mission-
critical applications keep
running; and scalability to
meet the constantly
changing demands of
corporate networks.

Q:Already FLOW’S
customers are becoming
uneasy about losing some
of the benefits they have

gained from the company.Is
there any reason for them
to feel that way? 

A:No, there is no reason
for Flow customers to
worry. Quite the opposite.
They will get more benefits
through a better TV offer,
faster broadband speeds,
continued investments in
their communities, better
handset ranges,more Apps,
more stores and far greater
choice. Our new company
will be the best of the best.
We are truly excited about
the future and about the
launch of new services we
will offer our customers.

Q:Comment on the view
that the C&W monopoly
worked well for Barbados.

A:Perhaps it did when
telephones first came to the
island, but that was a long
time ago. I don’t believe in
monopolies; I believe in
customer choice and
innovation – that’s why I’m
firmly pro-competition.
Competition is driving
CWC to make continuing
investments to meet
changing needs and this
kind of fast-paced and
customer-led activity
simply cannot be met by a
monopoly provider. The
merger is actually
indicative of the dynamic
competitive process that is
taking place in Barbados,
and beyond, as
communications companies
adjust to the next wave of
innovation. And where we
invest,our competitors will
follow. Competition is here
to stay to drive innovation
and growth in Barbados.

Q:What can consumers
in Barbados expect from
the acquisition of FLOW? 

A:We’re rolling out fibre
to every home in Barbados
– that’s unique, even in
Europe. And we’re
launching LTE, Barbados
will have the fastest
broadband and mobile
speeds ANYWHERE in the
region.

Customers have already
seen improved service from
us; we have doubled our
retail presence over the
past year making it easier
for them to do business with
us. The introduction of
Superfast Broadband has
already seen download
speeds double to 320Mbps,
and we have successfully
tested speeds of up to 1
Gigabit with our fibre to the
home project. We will offer
enhanced TV with
hundreds of channels,80 of

which are currently in High
Definition (DH).

We will also offer local,
regional and international
programming and
customers will be able to
access a vast array of on-
demand content at the
touch of a button.

Q:The acquisition price
we are hearing about is
Bds$6 billion.If you want to
do new things they are
going to cost more money.
Where will the additional

funds come from to finance
new investments and
services in Barbados (and
other places where C&W
operates)?

A:We’re issuing shares to
buy the business –
including issuing shares to
the owners of Flow which
will now hold 36 per cent of
Cable and Wireless. This
means we are actually
conserving our cash, and
strengthening our balance
sheet,so that we can invest

more money than either
company could have done
on its own – that’s
US$1.5bn over the next
three years – making us
probably one of the biggest
investors in the region.

Q:What will happen to
the existing Price Cap
regulation? 

A:We do not anticipate
any material change to the
existing Price Cap Plan
over the next 15 months.

While the current Plan was
originally scheduled to
expire at the conclusion of
the company’s fiscal year,
on 31 March 2015,the FTC
recently decided to extend
the Plan for an additional
year. So, as we understand
the FTC’s instructions, the
current Plan is to remain
in place until 31 March
2016.The company accepts
the FTC’s decision to extend
the Plan, and we fully
intend to comply with it for
as long as it is in place.
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Partnership will provide improved benefits
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FOR Sarah Weld, realising that her
position as an editor of a northern
California monthly magazine would
be ending due to layoffs was bad
enough, but the idea that she would
have to get out there and start
networking was almost worse.

“You feel like you’re barging in on
someone’s busy schedule and asking for a
job,” she said.

Weld isn’t alone in her aversion to
networking.

“Most people would rather have their
teeth extracted without anaesthetic than
to network,”said Karalyn Brown, founder
of Australia-based job site InterviewIQ in
an email. One reason: people associate
networking with being needy or too much
like selling themselves.Others are socially
awkward and feel uncomfortable reaching
out or they simply don’t know exactly how
to network, Brown said.

Studies show that networking is one of
the most important skills needed to land
a job in today’s competitive market.Those
connections might make referrals when
jobs open up and some 71 per cent of US
human-resource professionals said that
referral candidates get high priority when
deciding whom to hire,according to a 2014
study from Boston-based research and
consulting firm Millennial Branding.

“Networking is so important because
people do the hiring and if you know the
right people, your chances of landing an
interview are much greater than if you’re
one of a hundred resumes,” said Dan
Schawbel, the firm’s managing partner
and author of Promote Yourself and Me
2.0.

So, how do you get started?

Take the first step
Start by being social and getting active in
the community, suggested Brown. One
easy way to do this is by volunteering,
especially if you’re considering a new field.
“It’s a powerful way to demonstrate who
you are and what your values are,without
having to say anything,” she said. “Often
you’ll find connected and engaged people
also volunteer and will offer to help you
find work or business if, after you get to
know them, you mention you are on the
lookout for new opportunities.”

No plans to leave your current industry?
Then, you’ll want to take advantage of
who you already know in the field: past
employers and former colleagues, for

example, These people can be a great
source for finding out what companies are
hiring and for putting you in touch with
people who might know of an opening.
And if you’re early in your career, it
couldn’t hurt to get in touch with alumni
from your university who are working in
your field. “While many people try and
meet new people, the smart networkers
know that they should use their current
network to get introductions first,” said
Schawbel.

Another way to ease into networking is
to pick professional events that truly
interest you, said Brown. That way, “you
can start a conversation around the event
topic, rather than introducing yourself
and stating what you do.” It’s OK to bring
a friend along with you. Just don’t hide
behind them, said Brown. “With a friend,
it’s easier to go and talk to someone else
who’s standing awkward and alone… you
can feed off each other.”

Learned behaviour
Many people make the mistake of
thinking that there are “natural
networkers,” or those people
to whom it comes easily, said
Ashley Ringger, managing

director of
Switzerland-
based Set Sails

Social Media, in an email.“However,good
networking is more a skill to be learned
than to be born with,” she said.“Once you
get started, it becomes easier as you
develop your own approach and grow your
circle. Not only will you increase your
contact base, but soon you will become a
resource to connect others.”

Give yourself a goal, suggested Ringger.
For example, at every professional event
you attend, don’t allow yourself to leave
until you’ve met at least three people and
have exchanged business cards with them.
And don’t stop there.

“Plenty of networking takes place online
through social media,”said Ringger.After
you get home, find the new contacts you
have made on social media platforms like
LinkedIn and Xing and connect with them
there. “When possible, include a personal
message about where and when you met,
thank them for the information they
shared, and express your interest in
remaining connected with them. If they
have their own business, ‘like’ or follow it
on appropriate social media platforms.
“Showing your support of their

endeavours gives them a reason to
support yours,” she said.

Common interests, not cocktails
“Big events and cocktail parties are
often what jump to mind for many

people when they think about networking,
particularly those that don’t like it,” said
David Van Rooy, senior director of Global
Leadership Development at Walmart and
author of Trajectory: 7 Career Strategies
toTake You from Where You Are to Where
You Want to Be, in an email.“Networking,
though, is about much more than large
social events. Networking is about
building relationships, and individual
networking is equally important.”

Think of it more as a conversation with
another person; that can help remove
some of the stress and anxiety associated
with networking and making new
connections, said Van Rooy. He suggested
setting up informal meetings with others
on a “get to know you”basis.Meeting over
coffee is an easy way to get started. And
look for overlap.

“There are countless connections you
can find, such as a common interest in
sports, maybe you both have kids, or the
other person recently went on an exciting
vacation that you can talk about,” said
Van Rooy. “As a bonus, the relationships
you build through individual networking
will often open up many doors and
introduce you to others.”

Start with who you know
Don’t make the mistake of thinking that
you need to only network with strangers
– which is not a pleasant task for many
people. For Weld, it was much easier –
and more productive – to look closer to
home.

“Start off with people you already know,
people who are your friends and like you,”
she said. “Ask them to go to coffee with
you.”

She forced herself to do this weekly.And
every time she left a meeting, she would
make sure to have two new names to
contact.

Even with her countless hours of
networking, Weld ended up finding her
current position as a marketing
communications specialist through a
traditional job listing. But she still found
the networking incredibly valuable.

“By the time I got the interview, I was
pretty good at spinning myself,” she said,
having had lots of practice.“Networking is
not a process that I enjoyed. Before each
meeting I’d have to take a deep breath.It’s

always a little stressful, but it’s
essential.”

Take the scary out of networking

Networking can be very helpful to your career.

Plenty of networking takes place online through social media.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

MS. Christine Lagarde,
the Managing Director
of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
remarked recently
that after years of
slowing growth in
global trade, 2015
could be a make-or-
break year for negotia-
tions on an ambitious
Transpacific trade
deal – the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (or
TPP). Policymakers
also need to press
ahead with negotia-
tions on a
Transatlantic deal,
known as TTIP, which
is less advanced but
could provide just as
many benefits as its
Pacific cousin.

While that makes for
good reading on the global
trade front, it may be nec-
essary to ask what will
happen to trade among
Caribbean states in 2015,
as well as trade with extra
regional partners.

The Caribbean
economies are about now
trying to recover from the
nightmare of the global
economic downturn that
hit most of them very
hard. The Trade and
Integration Monitor of the
Inter American
Development Bank (IDB)
said that these countries
experienced falling de-
mand for their exports

and as such they have to
look for ways to boost
trade.

At the regional level
there were still some bick-
erings about protection-
ism in some territories
with some countries com-
plaining that their exports
were not getting into the
markets of trading part-
ners. One of the main is-
sues that reared its head
was a charge by Barbados
that St. Lucia had im-
posed duties on Barbadian
products, a move that had
threatened a trade war be-
tween the two countries.

That matter like a host
of other trade issues went
before COTED- The
Council For Trade and
Economic Development -
only to find that what
St.Lucia did was to imple-
ment a regime that is al-
lowed for under the re-
vised Treaty of
Chaguaramas.

The biggest setback for
this region was the abrupt
end to the negotiations be-
tween Canada and CARI-
COM last June and no
clear indication as to what
will happen to  salvage the
negotiations and get the
process going again.

In the meantime, Rum
producers from Barbados
and the wider Caricom re-
gion are still fretting
about the slowdown in ex-
ports to USA territories

because of subsidies given
the American producers.
A lack of action by
Caricom rum producing
states lead to the
Barbados Industry
Minister, Donville Inniss
accusing his regional col-
leagues of not showing sol-
idarity in confronting the
issue.

These apart, the
groundwork was laid last
year for more active trad-
ing in goods and services
that should complement
other activities for eco-
nomic growth.

Countries undertake
trade because it provides
an opportunity to grow
their enterprises and
economies and to earn for-
eign exchange and create
employment. A lot of this
is required right now to
bolster economic resusci-
tation.

All the countries mak-
ing up Caricom have given
an undertaking to pro-
mote more active trade
among themselves, again
recognising the benefits
involved. These countries
also undertook trade mis-
sions   to other regions and
to other countries in the
Caribbean, including vis-
its to Cuba. Last
September a Barbados
team was among a
Caribbean delegation that
visited Tiajin (China) ex-
ploring the possibilities for

more trade and invest-
ments.

Mikael Barfod, the EU’s
Ambassador to Barbados,
has said he has witnessed
an increase in intra-re-
gional trade.

At the two-day collo-
quium which Caribbean
Export held in Barbados
last November, Executive
Director, Mrs. Pamela
Coke-Hamilton insisted
that the private sector
across the Caribbean re-
quires help in building
economic resilience.

She reasoned that an
increase in export compet-

itiveness could ensure
that the private sector has
the necessary platforms
for engaging policymakers
directly.

As a result, Caribbean
Export has developed a re-
gional Innovation
Advisory Group that will
function as a think tank
for matters related to in-
novation, technology
transfer, sharing of best
practices and guiding the
development of a regional
innovation strategy and
innovation plan.

As for what to trade,
Mrs. Coke Hamilton pin-

pointed agro processing
and cultural industries as
the key export areas for
the Caribbean.

At a media function last
month Mr. Barfod speak-
ing on the CARIFORUM
Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) re-
minded his audience that
it is the private sector
which has to engage in
trade rather than govern-
ments. He said that some
progress continues to be
made with that arrange-
ment which is guarantee-
ing more trade -both goods
and services - and invest-
ment opportunities  for
the countries making up
CARFORUM.

Irwin LaRocque, the
Caricom Secretary
General said it proved im-
possible to conclude the
negotiations with Canada.
However, he insisted that
to move the process for-
ward a package of propos-
als was developed under
his direction for consider-
ation by Caricom Heads of
Governments. If accepted,
he said at a COTED meet-
ing, the package would be
submitted to Canada with
an aim of securing their
return to the negotiating
table. The Caribbean is
banking on an agreement
to further develop their
economies.

In a nutshell these are
some bold statements and
plans outlined for moving
the regional trade agenda
forward in 2015. It will be
interesting to see what
emerges from the initia-
tives.

TRADE IN FOCUS

2015 major year for
Trans-Pacific Partnership

Mrs. Pamela Coke-Hamilton.

Donville Inniss Mikael Barfod.

 



THERE are a few in-
tangible qualities that
make you more likely
to land a position, and
some ways to empha-
sise them once you

start the job.
Several LinkedIn

Influencers weighed in on
these topics this week.
Here’s what two of them
had to say:

Sir Martin Sorrell,
founder and chief execu-
tive at WPP

“Different roles require
different skills and attrib-
utes,” wrote Sorrell in his

post Seven Qualities That
Will Get You Hired. “But
the best people we hire…
tend to have some very im-
portant characteristics in
common.”

AMONG HIS TOP
SEVEN:

“An ambidextrous brain.
We live in a world increas-
ingly dominated by data
but if all you can do is read
a spreadsheet you won’t
reach the highest level.
Success in business means
being able – as Roger
Martin of the Rotman
School of Management
puts it – to appreciate
qualities, not just quanti-
ties,” Sorrell wrote. “The
intangibles of judgement,
creativity, intuition and
imagination are essen-
tial… because they are the
things that make innova-
tion happen. They’re just
as important as logic, fi-
nancial literacy and an
eye for detail.”

“The ability to argue.An
argument is usually a
more constructive ex-
change than a conversa-
tion in which everyone
wholeheartedly agrees
with each other,” he wrote.
“If a leader is surrounded
by yes people they learn
nothing. Good people
know how to stand their
ground and make their
case – even (especially)
when others don’t want to
hear what they’re saying.”

“Early adoption. The
same curiosity that leads
them to look beyond na-
tional borders makes the
best people obsessive
about the new. High
achievers are generally
magpies, forever drawn by
the glint of new technolo-
gies, new thinking and
new trends,”Sorrell wrote.
“This doesn’t mean they
abandon or undervalue
the old, but it does mean
they are never wholly sat-
isfied with the status quo,
they never stop learning
and they never stop driv-
ing their businesses for-
ward.”

“The will to win. I look
for people who really care
about winning and losing.
I take it personally when
we lose a piece of business,
or someone leaves the
company. After nearly 30

years in the job, losing still
gets to me,” he wrote.

The first 90-days on any
job are critical to making a
lasting impression. What
can you do to succeed in
those early days?
Blumenthal offered his
own take in his post How
to Crush it at Your New
Job.

Among his tips:
“Remember names. Be

disciplined about this be-
cause it goes a long way
during the first few weeks
of a new job,” Blumenthal
wrote.

“Ask questions. But ask
the right questions.
…Make sure your ques-
tions are thoughtful,”
wrote Blumenthal.“Before
starting a job, you should
have done your home-
work: read everything
about the company,
learned its history, asked
HR if there’s anything else
you should know before
starting.”

“Deliver a quick win.
Look for opportunities to
score a quick win as soon
as you get to your new job.
Even if it’s a small task
you can perform, it will
demonstrate an impact,”
he wrote.“Before co-found-
ing Warby Parker, I
worked at a nonprofit
called VisionSpring,where
we trained women in de-
veloping countries to give
eye exams and sell afford-
able glasses to their com-
munities. As soon as I ar-
rived, I noticed that the or-
ganisation’s eye charts
were printed on flimsy
cardstock. I immediately
spotted an opportunity to
brand the charts with our
logo – not for self-promo-
tion’s sake, but because it
added credibility for both
the administrators and
patients – and to laminate
the cards so that they’d re-
main fresh over long peri-
ods of use.

“It was a simple task
that demonstrated impact
and got me off to a run-
ning start.”
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Want a job? These traits will get you hired

What’s the real key to getting hired? Is it a great re-
ferral, wowing the hiring manager in an interview,
specialised skills nobody else has?

      



WE all know – and loathe –
them.

The office bully. The sneaky
colleague. The one who pushes
you around or behaves in an
underhanded way. We tell
ourselves that eventually that
bully will be brought down to
size. And yet, he gets
promoted. She gets a plum
assignment. How can it be?
Why do workplace bullies keep
getting ahead? And is there a
better way to deal with
unpleasant people at the
office?

Several LinkedIn
Influencers weighed in on the
subject this week. Here’s what
two of them had to say.

Vanessa Edmonds, President
at RIM Solutions

Gardeners constantly seek
plants, such as ivy, that can
tolerate flooding, drought and
other intolerable conditions.
That way, a gardener can get a
healthy crop, even when other
plants die off, wrote Edmonds
in her post Why Bosses are
Siding with Office Bullies. The
problem: as these hardy plants
multiply, they block the sun
and healthy, more delicate
blooms like violets are choked
off and die.

“Similar to hardy plants,
office bullies (IE: mean girls,
brown nosers, misogynist boys
clubs and other varieties of
trouble makers) may be
winning [the boss’s] favour at
the expense of positive, solid
contributors,” Edmonds wrote,
citing a study in the Journal of
Managerial Psychology. The
journal “found that workplace
bullies regularly receive
positive evaluations from
supervisors and achieve high
levels of career success.
Researchers concluded that
their social ability and political
savvy enable them to exercise
abuse – strategically – while
being well-liked among those
in higher ranks.”

It’s not that bosses purposely
promote people they know are
bullies. Rather, they might not
be aware. “If you are a boss and
really want to understand your
appetite for bullies,” she wrote,
there are four things to ask

about yourself – if you answer
yes, you might be a bully-
enabler. Among them:

You hate
complainers
Workplace complainers are in
your face, asking you to make
a judgment call when it’s one
person’s word against another.
They are incapable or
unwilling to resolve
conflict on their own,”
she wrote. “Bullies, on
the other hand, don’t
inconvenience you
at all. They
mistreat others
behind-the-
scenes and
their social
and political
savvy allows
them to
remain calm,
cool and
most
importantly
– surprised
when you
confront them
about the
claims against
them.”

You love
loyalists
“Like hardy plants,
bullies are dependable when
all others abandon you. They
are crafty and know that each
time they push out an
‘incompetent complainer’ they
are further carving out a spot
out for themselves within the
ranks of the indispensable…
and they are right,” Edmonds
wrote. “They stand tall, by your
side… and don’t generally
demand a lot in return.
Because of this you eagerly
reward them with promotions
and raises. Maybe you’ve
heard them speak
disrespectfully to co-workers a
time or two, but you talk
yourself into believing that the
object of their verbal slap-
down deserved it and they are
acting on your best behalf, or it

is
merely and

isolated event.”
Even a boss who knows he or

she favours bullies might not
suddenly dismiss them or deal
with them.

“Just like gardeners who
choose hardy plants that will
ensure a healthy crop when
faced with inclement weather,
bosses sometimes make eyes-
wide-open decisions to keep
office bullies instead of the
victims of their abuse,”
Edmonds explained. “After all,
the bully has probably proven
that they are best positioned to
ensure the viability of the
organisation, at least in the

short term.”
Long term, it could

be a different story.
“Bullies care most

about
advancement, not
you. They are
merely
manipulating
you to get
ahead,”
Edmonds
wrote. “If they
have the
opportunity
to become
bigger than
you, they will.
And then you,

rather
unfortunately,

may become the
object of their

bullying. Like out-
of-control foliage,

there won’t be much
you can do to stop
them because it is you

that advocated for them all
along.”

Sonia McDonald, managing
director and founder at
LeadershipHQ

“There will often be that one
person in a working
environment that no amount
of coaching or compassion will
breach. These narcissistic
jerks cause disruption, anxiety,
pressure and even hostile work
environments no matter what
others may do to try and
alleviate their control issues,”
wrote McDonald in her post
The Jerk! “If you have someone
in your work arena that fits
this description, don’t 
panic. There are steps you can
take to ensure a smoother,
though not ideal, working

relationship.”
Among the steps McDonald

suggests:

Be aware of your
confidence
“One tactic workplace jerks
take on to forward their own
narcissism is to bully other
employees into discrediting
their own work. You are the
expert in the field and
recognise your work has great
value and substance, so when
the workplace jerk starts
knocking it down, realise you
have more fruitful avenues for
peer review. Seek out those
around you who you trust and
garner their opinion,” she
wrote.

Keep
communications
open
“It is often uncomfortable to
discuss just about anything
with a demanding jerk in the
workplace, but shutting down
lines of communication is not
the answer,” wrote McDonald.
“When having to collaborate
with such as personality, speak
clearly and concisely about
your topic. Be aware that a
narcissist needs to feel in
control, and that they may well
try to drive the communication
into a light that makes them
look better. This is done by
introducing red herrings into
the conversation – don’t fall
prey to dead end roads. Stick to
the point at hand and move
along.”
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Surprising
reasons
bosses keep
office bullies
around

If they have 
the opportunity to 

become bigger than you,
they will. And then you,

rather unfortunately, may
become the object of 

their bullying. Like 
out-of-control foliage,

there won’t be much you
can do to stop them

because it is you that
advocated for them 

all along.

Bullies can be very manipulating to get ahead.
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DATA hacking is so common that
your reaction to news of the latest
big bank or retailer caught in a
compromised position might be to
shrug. But now is no time to be
complacent. Victims of a data
breach are almost eight times more
likely to be hit by identity fraud
than those who aren’t targeted,
according to Javelin Strategy &
Research, a consulting firm in
California.

And although consumer protection
laws usually limit your liability, thieves
can create a passel of hassles for you,
including bounced checks and overdraft
fees if funds are stolen from your debit
or checking account, hacked e-mail, and
disrupted access to your rifled bank
account until things get sorted out.

Luckily, you can turn the tables on
hackers by messing up their plans to
mess up your day. Use this handy guide
to protect your money and reduce the
annoyance of the rising pace of security
breaches.

Credit and debit-card account
numbers are the preferred prize for
hackers because they’re easy to use
fraudulently. So get replacements for any
cards caught in a breach.That will make
it tougher for crooks to steal from you.

In the JPMorgan Chase hacking last
fall, the bank reported that no account
numbers were stolen. But the
information the hackers did get – names,
addresses, phone numbers, e-mail
addresses, and the type of Chase
business associated with each victim –
was a valuable consolation prize.All of it
can be used to trick people into giving
more information in a practice known as
phishing.

If a scammer finds out that you have
a Chase Private Banking relationship,
for example, he might send authentic-
looking e-mails asking you to log on to
your account and confirm your identity.
But instead of linking to Chase’s
legitimate servers, you’ll be directed to
the scammer’s computer, which will
collect your information.

So follow this blanket anti-phishing
policy: Be suspicious of anyone initiating
contact with you by e-mail, phone,
regular mail, or in person to request
private information.Also, never click on
links in unsolicited e-mails or respond to
pop-ups on your computer that request
your username and password.Think the
message is legitimate? Look up a
customer-service phone number on your
own and call.

Whether or not a breach captures your
passwords for online accounts or e-mail,
we think it’s worth changing them
periodically.And don’t reuse passwords;
if you do, hackers might get access to
many accounts.

Compounding the problem is the fact
that websites frequently let people use
their e-mail address as their username.
With that information,“hackers can drop
the username and password into mining
software to check 250 banks around the
U.S. to see if and where they work,” says
Al Pascual, a senior analyst at Javelin.

Create strong passwords by using at
least eight characters; nine or ten are
better yet. Include at least one uppercase
and one lowercase letter, a number, and
a special character, such as #. Don’t use
facts from your life that might be figured

out easily, such as a pet’s name or your
birth date.

Consider using an online password
management service, such as LastPass,
that generates and stores encrypted
passwords. Consumer Reports tested
LastPass and found it to be a good
option. Alternatively, you can develop
your own formula for creating passwords
that will be easy for you to remember but
difficult for anyone else to figure out.
You don’t have to alert everyone you
know when you change your primary e-
mail address if you direct your new
address to simply pull mail from your old
one (go to “account settings” to do that).
Never have the old address forward
messages to the new one or a hacker
with access to the old address could learn
the new one.

A freeze essentially shut off access to
your credit history by potential lenders.
If a crook applies for a loan in your name,
the creditor is less likely to approve it if
she can’t see your credit file. Such new-
account fraud is relatively uncommon.
But freezes are generally recommended
if your Social Security number is stolen
because hackers can use it to open new
credit in your name.

In fact, if your Social Security number
was ever compromised in a breach, it
can probably be purchased on the black
market, making you vulnerable to new-
account fraud forever. “Hackers often
steal your identity by correlating data
accumulated in one or more breaches
with publicly available information that
can be purchased from legal data
brokers,” says Rob Neivert, chief
operating officer of Private.me, a service
that claims to allow people to surf the
Web anonymously so that data about
them can’t be sold to marketers – or to
hackers.

A freeze slams the door on new-
account fraud. You must request one
with each of the big three credit bureaus
for fees from $2 to $12 per freeze, per
bureau, though they’re free for victims of
identity theft. They can be temporarily

lifted when you need to apply for credit
yourself, for similar fees.

Don’t wait for your print statement to
come in the mail, check the latest
account activity by signing up for online
access to your bank and credit-card
accounts or by using a mobile-banking
app.Yes, last year’s Chase breach proves
that Internet banking isn’t hackproof,
but “the convenience you get from
banking digitally supercedes any
security risk,” Pascual says. Smart-
phone banking also allows you to watch
your account in real time wherever you
go.

Because daily monitoring can be
tedious, automate some of the chore with
account alerts that send e-mail or a text
message when potentially fraudulent
activities occur. With checking, for
example, you can set alerts to trigger if
there’s an outgoing wire transfer; credit-
card alerts can set off alarms if an
international charge is authorised.

Get free credit reports so that you can
monitor them for fraudulent new
accounts and incorrect information.
Start with three free ones per year (from
each of the big three credit bureaus) from
annualcreditreport.com.

You’re also entitled to a free credit
report from each bureau after you file a
90-day fraud alert, which you should do
every three months if your financial
information was stolen in a breach or
you have a reasonable suspicion that
you’re about to become a victim of
identity fraud.These days, that’s the case
for everyone. Opt for 90-day fraud alerts,
not the seven-year extended fraud alert.

Contributing to today’s security
problem is the fact that the magnetic
stripe on payment cards is easily
counterfeited. MasterCard claims that
the new cards with an encrypted chip
(EMV cards) have reduced
counterfeiting by 60 to 80 per cent.
Virtual wallets, such as Apple Pay,
Google Wallet, and Softcard, which use
your smart phone to make payments,
also provide better security than

magnetic stripes, according to Pascual.
But there are limits on where you can

take advantage of enhanced protections.
The near field communication (NFC)
technology that virtual wallets require is
used by only 220,000 of the 12 million to
15 million U.S. merchants who accept
plastic. And EMV readers are in short
supply today. But MasterCard predicts
that half of all merchants will have EMV
and NFC terminals by the end of 2015.

Identity protection services can cost
$110 to $330 per year, but you can do
most of what they offer for little or no
expense. If a breached retailer offers free
credit monitoring, consider taking it. But
beware that it could create a false sense
of security because credit monitoring
does nothing to stop fraud on your
existing credit accounts.Also, don’t click
on any links offering free ID protection.
Such a deal could be a phishing attempt.

Financial institutions that give your
money or credit to crooks usually won’t
hold you liable for fraud losses, but you
must report the theft promptly, and you
might not get your money back
immediately. By law, banks have ten
days to fix things if your bank account
was breached, but most restore stolen
bank-account funds almost immediately,
according to Javelin.

Use antivirus, antispyware, and anti-
phishing software and a firewall, not
only on your personal computer but also
on your smart phone and other devices
connected to the Internet, and keep them
up to date. Create a data-security file
with all of your credit reports, freeze
requests, breach notices, and suspicious
mail in one place. Stop credit bureaus
from selling your name to lenders who
send preapproved offers that crooks can
steal from your mailbox by going to
optoutprescreen.com or calling 888-567-
8688. Opting out should stop most offers,
and it doesn’t cost anything.

This article also appeared in the January
2015 issue of Consumer Reports Money
Adviser.

10 steps to fight back identity theft 

Don’t wait for your print statement to come in the mail, check the latest account activity by signing up for online access to
your bank and credit-card accounts or by using a mobile-banking app.
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COMPUTERS can now
identify what you will
say before you know
yourself, and as
philosopher Evan
Selinger argues, this
could subtly shape your
conversations without
you realising.

Do you know what you
really want? Right now,
there are computers all
over the world busily
trying to tell you the
answer – often before you
know yourself.

If you’ve bought books or
music on Amazon,watched
a film on Netflix or even
typed a text message, then
these mind-reading
machines may have
steered you to that choice
by making
recommendations. These
predictive algorithms work
by finding patterns in our
previous behaviour and
making inferences about
our future desires – and
they are everywhere.

These algorithmic mind
readers are now turning to
a new task: anticipating
what you’re going to type
next. It’s autocorrect on
steroids, and promises to
shape our behaviour in
unexpected ways. What
will happen to
communication when
algorithms offer to speak
for us?

When it comes to
writing, we’ve become
increasingly dependent on
autocorrect technology to
identify things like typos
and misspelled words and

predict which
replacements we’ll find
preferable. When
autocorrect works well,we
hardly give it any thought.
It recedes to the
background like an
invisible fairy
godproofreader who is
“always reading over our
shoulders”.

Last year, Apple
introduced what it
described as the next stage
in this technology:
QuickType, which is
supposed to predict “what
you’re likely to say next.
No matter whom you’re
saying it to”. Apple is so
pleased with the product it
says the tool yields “perfect
suggestions”.

In simple cases,
QuickType offers obvious,
generic possibilities. If
someone sends you a text
asking if you want to go to
dinner at five or six, it
might fill the three
suggestion sections with
“5,” “6,” or “not sure”. In
principle, however, the
technology can do much
more.

Apple represents
QuickType as so
contextually sensitive it
adapts its
recommendations to the
different styles we use
when talking with
different people.
Ostensibly, it can
determine that “your
choice of words is likely
more laid back with your
spouse than with your
boss” and act on that

information.

Text harbinger
As to the accuracy of
QuickType, well, skeptics
are crying overstatement.
And just as autocorrect
fails have become the butt
of widely circulated jokes
and privacy laments,we’re
already seeing humorous
depictions of QuickType
falling short. Absurd
QuickType songs have
even been composed.

However, even if the
current version of
QuickType is glitchy,
others will improve over
time. By then we’ll
probably be even more
accustomed to using
predictive technology to
cope with the demands of
personal and professional
life.That’s why we need to
think carefully about
whether we should want a
highly functioning model.

One of the implications
of our future with
predictive text is that it
could transform us into
what I call personalised
cliches.

What does that mean?
Let’s start by considering
the definition of a cliche:
the Oxford English
Dictionary reminds us that
cliches are aren’t just
“commonplace phrases”
and “stereotyped
characters,”but also words
and expressions
appropriately described as
“hackneyed”. Bereft of
depth and significance,
cliches feel dull and flat, so

tedious as to be tiresome.
I’d say that clichés are a
“dime a dozen”, but of
course that would be …
cliche. So, instead, I’ll
remind you of Clive
James’s much fresher
observation: “The essence
of a cliche is that words are
not misused,but have gone
dead.”

Often without even
realising it,we’re all prone
to lapsing into cliches
when speaking and
thinking quickly. When
poetic license and
creativity aren’t called for,
it’s efficient – if not
reassuring – to go for the
cookie-cutter and
conventional formulation.
Cliches can be linguistic
shortcuts that allow us to
communicate without
having to think too deeply
about the words we use.

Shallow thought
And that brings us back to
autocorrect’s future: by
encouraging us not to
think too deeply about our
words, predictive
technology may subtly
change how we interact
with one another. As
communication becomes
less of an intentional act,
we give others more
algorithm and less of
ourselves. This is why I
argued in Wired last year
that automation can be
bad for us; it can stop us
thinking.

When predictive
technology learns how we
communicate, finds

patterns specific to what
we’re inclined to say, and
drills down into the
essence of our
idiosyncrasies, the result is
incessantly generated
boilerplate. As the artist
Salvador Dali famously
quipped: “The first man to
compare the cheeks of a
young woman to a rose was
obviously a poet; the first to
repeat it was possibly an
idiot.” Yet here, the
repetition is of ourselves.
When algorithms study
our conscientious
communication and
subsequently repeat us
back to ourselves, they
don’t identify the point at
which recycling becomes
degrading and one-
dimensional. (And
perversely, frequency of
word use seems likely to
be given positive weight
when algorithms calculate
relevance.)

Of course, we have
already experienced
techno-panic about texting
before.Early worries about
texting focused on whether
conversing by shorthand
would weaken our
linguistic abilities, and it
turned out to be
unfounded.The next stage
of autocorrect, I would
argue, is different.

Predictive texting won’t
make our abilities atrophy,
but if we over-used a highly
functioning version of it,
it’s possible that we submit
to something
dehumanising.

When connecting with
each other, we should
remember that while we
can be consistent in
various ways, we’re not
uniform, mass-produced
goods condemned to
reductive, bland, and
uninspiring conversations.
We’ve got spontaneous
things to say that we never
anticipated; declarations
and questions that require
careful, nuanced, and
newly formulated
expression.

However the future
unfolds, perhaps if we can
simply label the potentially
corrosive effect of
autocorrect, it will be
easier to resist the
seduction of expediency.
George Orwell might have
warned of the dangers of
embracing “a lifeless,
imitative style” in an essay
back in 1946, but we all
could use a refresher.
Otherwise, it’s possible
that we risk becoming the
object of a data scientist’s
fantasies: a deadened self-
parody.

Will autocorrect make
you too predictable?

One of the implications of our future with predictive text is that it could transform us into what I call
personalised cliches.

Computers can now identify what you will say
before you know yourself.
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COURIER company
DHL has consolidated
its regional sales oper-
ation in Jamaica under
a new telesales centre,
which went live last
Monday.

From its base in New
Kingston, a team of 20
agents will sell the serv-
ices of the courier com-
pany in 26 English-speak-
ing markets across the
Caribbean, as well as han-
dle customer queries ema-
nating from any country
within the service area.

The DHL country 
manager for Jamaica,
Donovan James, is also
commercial director with
oversight of 30 regional
markets; however, the
telesales operation does
not include French- and
Spanish-speaking coun-
tries.

DHL aims to grow what
already appears to be a
dominant market share
across the region. It claims
49 per cent of the market,
while FedEx is said to
have 42 per cent and the
rest is shared by small
players.

The sales team in
Jamaica is expected to

reach out directly to busi-
nesses and other potential
customers with pitches on
DHL’s services, as it posi-
tions to tap business from
what it sees as rising e-
commerce activity in seg-
ments that go beyond doc-
uments and packages.

“We’ve seen a lot of new
business development,”
but “we’re not sure just
how quickly, how big the
market is gonna grow,”
said the managing direc-
tor for DHL Express
Caribbean, Reiner Wolfs.

“There are a lot of addi-
tional opportunities com-
ing for courier companies
out of e-commerce, espe-
cially for retailers that will
offer free shipping, for ex-
ample, into the US but not
beyond those borders – we
can provide some solu-
tions from those locations
to the Caribbean,” Wolfs
said in an interview with
the Financial Gleaner.

He adds that DHL’s
business in the Caribbean
has been characterised by
inbound traffic, or im-
ports, but that they are
seeing a definite shift to
more than just business
documents and packages

on the outbound side.
“We’ve seen some devel-

opment as well where
high-tech companies come
and consolidate parts and
send them out again.
We’ve also seen it in the
medical field where com-
panies make very high-
end lenses and export
them globally,” said Wolfs.

DHL is targeting low
double-digit growth in
business for 2015 on the
back of “high double-digit”
growth in 2014, but
pressed for specific num-
bers, neither Wolfs nor
James would speak to the
precise targets.

DHL has invested 
$30 million in the 20-seat
telesales centre,which has
bumped the DHL country
workforce from 73 to 93.
With the consolidation,
DHL has eliminated
about 14 sales positions
across the 26 markets.
Previously, the major
DHL Caribbean markets
had two to three opera-
tors, said the courier com-
pany’s regional head.

“The reason we picked
Jamaica is because we
have access to a well-edu-
cated workforce here and

a strong management
team, so having the centre
in this location just makes
good business sense,” said
Wolfs.

“We also discovered that
there is a good work ethic
here and that makes it
very important for us.”

Under the centralised
telesales structure, the
team of 20 comprises 16
telesales agents; two lead
qualifiers, whose job is
converting business infor-
mation and tips into us-
able business intelligence;
an analyst to convert the
business intelligence to
case management; and a
sales supervisor. Each of
the 26 countries will be

served by two specially
designated team members
who, in turn, will each
have at least two coun-
tries under their portfolio.

James said that as it re-
lates to Jamaica, the tele-
sales operation was really
another channel aimed at
expanding market share
with an eye on small busi-

nesses.
“We will be targeting

new business in the SME
sector. When that client
grows sufficiently, then 
we turn them over to our
relationship channel that 
always handles the
medium- to high-value
businesses,” the country
manager said.

ANOTHER Surinamese
airline has set its sights
on Guyana’s skies, accord-
ing to Private Sector
Commission (PSC)
Executive Member,
Ramesh Dookhoo, who 
on Thursday announced
that ‘Fly All Ways’ out of
Suriname has made 
an application to add
Guyana to its routes.

He was at the time ad-
dressing media operatives
on the Guyana/Suriname
Trade Mission, which was
hosted at the Guyana
International Conference
Centre on Friday and
Saturday.

Asked about possible
risks involved in entering
the local aviation indus-
try, an optimistic Dookhoo
told media operatives:
“There is obviously an 
operator who sees some

opportunity in operating
in Guyana.”

He expressed hope that
news of another airline
operating in Guyana will
bear fruit in the coming
months, and serve to 
assist in cross-border
commute, including from
other Caribbean coun-
tries.

Access to Guyana
Dookhoo said that for
some Caribbean coun-
tries, access to Guyana
can prove to be challeng-
ing, given the sizing of
their aviation assets.

This company, he said,
will assist in alleviating
this problem.

Meanwhile, PSC
Executive Member, Eddie
Boyer, who was also on
hand when Dookhoo
made the announcement
at the entity’s Waterloo
Street Head Office,
reminded those present
that Guyanese are cur-
rently living in a day and
age where it is possible to

travel to their neighbour-
ing country to the east
and back in a single day.

Cross-border commute
According to Boyer, in
Europe cross-border com-
mute and trade works to
the advantage of those
countries, a practice that
should be emulated in
this Region as it relates
to Caribbean countries 
as well as other South
American countries such
as Brazil.

“Sometimes it’s quicker
to get to Brazil via
Suriname,” said Boyer,
who added that such link-
ages will form part of 
the discussions at the
Guyana/Suriname Trade
Mission, meant to create
more of a business outlook
on how, going forward,
such associations can be
better utilised.

President of the
Tourism Hospitality
Association of Guyana
(THAG), Shaun McGrath,
who was also present at

the media update, re-
ported on the initiatives
to be pursued by the
Association with its
Surinamese counterparts
aimed at boosting a joint
tourism drive.

Joint packages
He said that meetings
were scheduled for Friday
between tour operators in
Guyana and Suriname,
with a view to developing
joint tours.

According to McGrath,
Suriname benefits from a
significant number of vis-
itors from Europe, which
is something that Guyana
would like to capitalise on
through joint packages
that would see the
European visitors adding
Guyana to their destina-
tion.

He said that THAG
wants to see more joint
packages being offered,
whereby visitors can land
in Guyana and travel over
to Suriname, or vice
versa.

‘Fly All Ways’ sets eyes on Guyana’s skies
– as two coun-
tries plot joint
tourism course

President of the Tourism Hospitality Association of
Guyana, Shaun McGrath.

Donovan James (left), manager of DHL Jamaica and commercial director for DHL
Caribbean, and Reiner Wolfs, DHL regional manager, discuss plans to grow mar-
ket share for the courier company, at DHL Jamaica’s head office in New Kingston
last Tuesday.

DHL centralises
regional sales
operation in Jamaica
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Investment opportunities
in Jamaica will be the
focus when the sixth bien-
nial Jamaica Diaspora
Conference is held at the
Montego Bay Convention
Centre in St. James, from
June 13 to 18.

State Minister for
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, Arnaldo
Brown,said this emphasis
will be a continuation of
activities initially under-
taken at the 2013 confer-
ence, and is in response to
concerns which have been
raised by people in the

Diaspora, mainly in the
United States, Canada
and the United Kingdom,
about the seeming lack of
information about oppor-
tunities available to them.

Speaking at the January
12 launch of the revamped
Jamaica Association for
the Resettlement of
Returning Residents
(JARRR) website at the
Jamaica Conference
Centre in downtown
Kingston,Brown said that
based on discussions with
people in the Diaspora,
some have indicated that
“they are not hearing

about the investment op-
portunities in Jamaica ...
while others are saying
that they are not hearing
about the investment op-
portunities in (good) time”.

“This indicates that
there is significant interest
among Jamaicans (over-
seas) to invest in Jamaica
… and their interest is
welcome and ought to be
facilitated,” the state min-
ister said. “It is one of the
reasons why we felt that
the best place to begin to
have a deeper dialogue
about investment opportu-
nities is in the context of

the biennial conference.”
Brown, who has re-

sponsibility for Diaspora 
affairs, said it is against
this background that the
Government, through 
the Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade Ministry,
will partner with several
private sector entities that
have “built out their net-
work based on Diaspora
engagement and loca-
tions”, to stage the six-day
conference.

“This demonstrates the
importance of members 
of the Jamaican commu-
nity who live outside of

Jamaica. We believe that
they should have an oppor-
tunity to take full advan-
tage of the many and var-
ied investment products
that are available in the
country,” Brown empha-
sised.

Citing the success of the
2013 conference, Brown
pointed out that the mar-
ketplace concept that was
introduced then, which 
facilitated networking
among Jamaican busi-
nesses operating locally
and overseas, will be ex-
panded, adding that the
concept has been fruitful.

TRADE MINISTER
Vasant Bharath on
Thursday called for
more foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) from
Canada to stimulate the
T&T economy.

He did so when he 
met with a 30-member
Canadian delegation –
led by Senator Don
Meredith – which is in
T&T looking at ways to
strengthen trade and
economic relations, as
well as investment op-
portunities in various
sectors.

Bharath, who met
with the delegation at
his office in Port-of-
Spain, noted that
Canada is T&T’s fourth
largest source of FDI,
with some 30 companies
investing in various 
sectors.

“The Government con-
tinues to roll out the red
carpet and clear the bu-
reaucracy in doing busi-
ness in T&T which was
evident by the World
Bank hailing T&T as
one of the top ten re-
formers in the world out
of 189 countries. The
Government is commit-
ted and flexible in en-
suring that the neces-
sary reforms are made
to make certain the in-
vestment dollar stays 
on the shores of T&T,”
he said.

The minister also 
used the opportunity to
thank the Canadian
Government for their
flexibility and patience
regarding Caribcan, say-
ing Government is ex-
tremely grateful for the
continued co-operation
with T&T and CARI-
COM for extension of
the arrangement which
allows duty free access
of products, including
methanol, natural gas,
iron and fish into
Canada.

In his brief address,
Meredith said he was
very passionate about
Canadian firms coming
to T&T for investment
opportunities and was
certain that “solid com-
mitments and tangible
business would result
from the visit to this
country”.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
The Jamaica Stock
Exchange (JSE) says it
hopes to receive authori-
sation from Canada that
will allow Jamaicans 
residing in the North
American country to be
able to participate in trad-
ing and other related ac-
tivities, on the local stock
exchange.

The JSE said that it
hopes to begin the trans-
actions from April 1 and
will accommodate more
than 300 000 people of
Jamaican descent and 
origin.

State Minister for
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, Arnaldo
Brown, said the arrange-
ment will also afford na-
tive Canadians the oppor-
tunity to participate in
the local stock market,
which will enable them to
receive tax credits in that
country.

Addressing the 
launch of the Jamaica

Association for the
Resettlement of
Returning Residents’
(JARRR) website, Brown,
who has responsibility for
Diaspora affairs, said the

JSE is pursuing similar
arrangements for
Jamaicans in the United
States and the United
Kingdom.

“So … Jamaicans, who

are looking for outlets to
invest, to buy shares, to
buy stocks (and) to own
companies that are traded
on our stock exchange,
can do so from (their) par-

ticular location,” he said.
“The … advent of tech-

nology gives us the oppor-
tunity to have what we
consider to be a border-
less Jamaica. Jamaicans
in the UK, Canada, (and)
Jamaicans in the US can
participate in the activi-
ties in Jamaica, without
setting foot on Jamaican
soil,” he added.

The revamped website,
which JARRR President,
Percival La-Touché, de-
scribed as “rebranded,
refreshed, and retooled”,
will cater to returned 
residents, persons in the
Diaspora, businesses,
among other stakehold-
ers, by providing direct
linkages to products and
services offered locally.

Brown described the
website as a “very impor-
tant … (and) critical tool
of communication”, for
persons living in and op-
erating businesses in the
Diaspora, as well as in
Jamaica.

WASHINGTON D.C.,
United States – Global
News Matters, which
produces the fort-
nightly Market
Dynamics Caribbean
newsletter, has listed
Health City Cayman
Islands as one of the
top five Caribbean in-
vestment opportuni-
ties to watch in 2015.

During the recent 
live webinar entitled
“Caribbean Outlook:
Winning in 2015 and
Beyond”, which pre-
sented the major high-
lights of regional invest-
ment opportunities,
Global News Matters

listed the state-of-the-art
Cayman Islands facility
as one of the five “Top 
investment projects to
follow” in the upcoming
year.

Melissa Marchand,
Managing Director of
Global News Matters,
said medical tourism is
on the rise in the region
but there is a danger that
organisations will build
facilities and then hope
and wait for patients to
come: “The sector has to
be carefully planned with
Caribbean countries co-
ordinating to avoid costly
duplication and ineffi-
ciencies.”

Marchand believes
countries should look at
using the solid medical
depth and experience of
Health City to identify
complementarities that
can benefit other
Caribbean institutions.

Shomari Scott,
Marketing Director of
Health City Cayman
Islands, said the interna-
tional hospital was hon-
oured to be considered a
top five “game changer”
for the new year. “We look
forward to raising the bar
by consistently providing
high quality, affordable
health-care services to
local, regional and inter-

national patients in
2015,” he said, promising
that new additions to the
leading edge facility will
be announced in the com-
ing months.

In her summary of the
Caribbean’s outlook for
2015, Marchand reported
significant potential to
develop and grow busi-
ness in 2015 with the
monitoring of develop-
ments and markets being
the “key to success”.

Detecting “healthy
prospects for growth and
innovation in all sectors”,
Marchand noted the 
“construction pipeline is
strong”, offering opportu-

nities for the region “to
improve market access”.

She asserted: “There
are many gaps in the re-
gion, and closing them
can become opportunities
for those investors that
really understand the 
regional context of each
local economy.”

In addition to the
Grand Cayman-based
medical facility, the ex-
clusive newsletter listed
four other projects: Baha
Mar in the Bahamas,
Yida International in
Antigua and Barbuda,
the Merian Mine in
Suriname, and the
Jamaica Logistics Hub.

J’cans in Canada could soon be trading on local stock exchange

State Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Arnaldo Brown (standing),
greets resettled residents and other persons attending Monday’s (January 12)
launch of the Jamaica Association for the Resettlement of Returning Residents’
(JARRR) revamped website, at the Jamaica Conference Centre, downtown
Kingston. Brown was the guest speaker.

Investment opportunities to take centre stage at Diaspora conference

Bharath
calls for
more 
FDI from
Canada

Health City Cayman Islands rated
top investment opportunity for 2015

      



RETAIL giant H&M
and service station op-
erator Welcome Break
are among 37 firms to
be “named and
shamed” for failing to
pay the minimum
wage.

It is the single biggest
list of companies exposed
by the Department for
Business, Innovation and
Skills.

The 37 firms will be
fined a total of £51 000
and must also pay affected
staff the £177 000 they
were underpaid.

Welcome Break said a
new IT problem con-
tributed to the mistake,
while H&M blamed time
logging errors.

The government has al-
ready named 55 firms
since October 2013 for un-
derpaying staff.

The minimum wage for
adults aged 21 and over
currently stands at £6.50
per hour although the
three major Westminster
parties have all said they
want to raise it.

‘TOUGH ACTION’
Business Minister Jo

Swinson said:“Paying less

than the minimum wage
is illegal, immoral and
completely unacceptable.

“If employers break this
law they need to know
that we will take tough ac-
tion by naming, shaming
and fining them as well as
helping workers recover
the hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds in pay
owed to them.”

H&M owner Hennes &
Mauritz failed to pay £2
604.87 to 540 workers,
said the government de-
partment.

“H&M employs over 9
500 people in the United
Kingdom. Unfortunately
due to errors within some
of our stores concerning
time logging, 540 employ-
ees were accidentally un-
derpaid the national min-
imum wage,” it said in a
statement.

“The average underpay-
ment for those affected
was £4.82. All such ar-
rears were immediately
processed and we accept
that the errors should not
have occurred.

“HMRC have confirmed
that they were happy with
H&M’s complete trans-

parency co-operation and
full engagement with the
process.”

BIRTHDAY ERROR
Welcome Break chief ex-

ecutive Rod McKie said:
“The initial breach was
brought to light as an em-
ployee complained to the
HMRC that her pay rate
had not been increased
correctly upon reaching
her 21st Birthday.

After investigating, the
firm found more people “in
a similar position", he
said.

“These incidents were
not as a result of a decision
to withhold an increase
but resulted from a combi-
nation of factors, specifi-
cally, a change of manage-
ment within the units, pe-
riods of holiday and a dif-
ficulty with a new IT sys-
tem and set of
management processes,”
said Mr McKie.

TUC general secretary
Frances O’Grady said:“It’s
good to see the govern-
ment getting tough on bad
bosses who cheat hard-
working employees out of
the pay they’re legally en-
titled to.But with over 600
employers being caught
underpaying each year,
those named and shamed
today are only the tip of
the iceberg.

“There are companies
out there that cheat hun-
dreds of staff out of a legal
minimum wage - these are

the biggest offenders and
their pay crimes must be
made public too.

“Ministers must also
step up enforcement ac-
tion with more prosecu-
tions, higher fines and a
bigger team of enforce-
ment officers to catch the
cheats.”

The TUC recently pub-
lished a 10-point plan for
minimum wage enforce-
ment, including a call for

much higher fines.
Philip Pepper, employ-

ment law partner at
Shakespeares, said:
“There are a number of
reasons why employers
may have got this wrong
or been caught out.

“It is most likely due to
human error, but in some
cases minimum wage reg-
ulations can be complex to
apply.

“Other reasons for un-

derpayment could be a
straightforward payroll
error, for example apply-
ing the wrong pay band to
workers who are 21 or
over.”

One of the employers
named, the LearnPlay
Foundation, contacted the
BBC to say it was disput-
ing the Department of
Business, Innovation and
Skills’ decision to include
it on the list.
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GOLDMAN Sachs has
posted a 7% fall in quar-
terly profits after weaker
bond trading and a de-
cline in investment bank
revenues.

The Wall Street giant
saw earnings fall to
$2.17bn (£1.5bn) in the
last three months of 2014.

However, for the full
year, net earnings were up
5.4% to $8.48bn.

Total bonus, expenses,
and salary expenditure
for the year was $12.69bn.
As a percentage of its net
revenues, this total was a
slight fall on 2013.

The amount the com-
pany paid in bonuses as a
percentage of income was
36.8%, about the same as
in 2013.

Of all the banks operat-
ing in the UK, Goldman
Sachs paid the highest

bonuses in 2013, accord-
ing to a poll by Reuters.

‘PICK UP’
Citigroup, Bank of

America and JPMorgan
Chase have all reported
weaker trading revenues
recently.

In the division covering
fixed income securities,
currencies and commodi-
ties (FICC), where
Goldman is typically a
strong performer, revenue
was down 29% to $1.22bn
in the fourth quarter,
largely because of low
turnover of key products
in debt and mortgages.

By comparison, of the
banks that have reported
so far, only Bank of
America did worse than
Goldman in its FICC divi-
sion, with a fall in revenue
of 30%.

JPMorgan Chase’s rev-

enue was down 14% and
Citigroup down 16%.

The FICC division once
supplied 40% of
Goldman’s revenue, but
has been falling since
2009 after new rules dis-
couraged banks from
trading on their own ac-
count.

It provided 16% of rev-
enue in this latest quar-
ter.

Lloyd Blankfein,
Goldman’s chairman and
chief executive, said: “We
are pleased with our per-
formance during a year
characterised by mixed
global economic and fi-
nancial conditions.

“Looking ahead, we see
evidence of a continued
pick up in momentum for
the global economy that
will improve the opportu-
nity set for 2015."

ROYAL Bank of Scotland
has admitted it has mis-
sold loans to small busi-
ness customers under the
Enterprise Finance
Guarantee (EFG) scheme.

The taxpayer-backed
scheme was set up in 2009
to help firms who would
otherwise find it difficult
to find credit.

The mis-selling was un-
covered after complaints
that the scheme was not
properly explained to bor-
rowers.

RBS has lent more than
£900m to 9 000 small
firms since the EFG
scheme began.

Complaints
RBS - 80%-owned by the

taxpayer - is the biggest
user of the EFG scheme.

It is designed to provide

a 75% government guar-
antee to lenders to encour-
age them to back small
businesses without
enough security for a stan-
dard bank loan.

Some RBS customers
were led to believe the
guarantee was for their
benefit, rather than to in-
crease banks’ willingness
to lend,and did not realise
they remained liable for
all of the money.

The problem came to
light after complaints
from customers, which
prompted discussions
with the British Business
Bank that oversees the
scheme.

‘Thorough review’
RBS reviewed a sample

of EFG customer files and
said the exercise “identi-

fied a number of instances
where we have not prop-
erly explained to cus-
tomers how borrower and
guarantor liabilities work
under the EFG scheme".

The bank said it would
be implementing a “thor-
ough and proactive review
of affected and potentially
affected customers to en-
sure they are put back in
the position they believed
they would have been in".

The Financial Conduct
Authority has been in-
formed of the issue.

RBS is contacting about
1,800 EFG loans cus-
tomers who took out a
loan under the scheme
and either defaulted or
found themselves in a
“stressed” financial posi-
tion.

RBS admits mis-selling
business loans

Minimum wage: 37 firms
named for failing to pay rate

Current National Minimum Wage rates:
• Adult rate (21 and over) - £6.50 per

hour
• 18 to 20-year-olds - £5.13 per hour
• 16 to 17-year-olds - £3.79 per hour
• Apprentice rate - £2.73 per hour

Goldman Sachs profits
fall to $2.17bn for last
three months

H&M owner Hennes & Mauritz failed to pay £2 604.87 to 540 workers, said the
government department.

       



RYANAIR says it plans
to test streaming
movies and television
shows to passengers’
tablets and smart-
phones.

The airline - which has
become notorious for the
fees it charges for add-on
services - said the facility
might be provided without
charge.

Chief technology officer
John Hurley said Ryanair
might instead profit by
adding adverts,paid for by
businesses based in the
cities being travelled to.

He added that trials
were set to begin in the
summer.

“It’s aimed at passen-
gers on flights of more
than two or three hours,”
he said.

However, he told the
Daily Telegraph that his
firm was not looking to
provide full internet ac-
cess to passengers.

"It would increase the

drag of our aircraft by 2%,
which equates to 20 mil-
lion euros [$23.6m;
£15.5m] in extra fuel,” Mr
Hurley said.

In-flight wi-fi
United, Delta,

Southwest Airlines and
Jetstar are among compa-
nies that already allow
passengers to stream
videos to their personal
devices via in-flight wi-fi
systems on some routes in
North America.

These can be watched
via a web browser using
Adobe’s Flash plug-in on a
laptop or via dedicated
apps for iOS and Android
devices.

Qantas,Virgin Australia
and Singapore Airlines’
Scoot offshoot also offer a
streaming service of their
own,making it possible for
customers to choose from
a larger than normal se-
lection of entertainment.

Meanwhile,JetBlue had
begun offering up to 20

megabits per second
(Mbps) satellite-based wi-
fi connections on some US
routes, making it possible
to watch content via
Netflix, Hulu or Amazon
Prime if customers are
willing to pay for the $9/hr
premium service.

However, such facilities
remain relatively rare in
Europe.

Norwegian Air began a
wi-fi enabled movie rent-
ing service in 2013, and
UK airline Monarch fol-
lowed with its MPlayer
service last August.

Lufthansa has also in-
troduced a streaming sys-
tem on 20 of its Airbus air-
craft operating on medium
haul routes, offering news-
papers and magazines in
addition to video content
via a proprietary technol-
ogy.

“The guests need to
download an app prior to
the flight. For this pur-
pose, announcements at

the gates are made before
boarding and flyers are
distributed to promote the
service,” a spokesman told
the BBC.

“Why do we have it only
on a number of our total
fleet? Because we believe
that this offer is only inter-
esting on longer routes,
such as Lisbon, Tel Aviv,
Athens, Moscow, Cairo,
Baku etc.”

Embedded v bring-your-
own

These technologies pose

a potential threat to
Panasonic and Thales,
which provide entertain-
ment systems that can
cost £6 500 or more to in-
stall per seat and can be
costly to repair and up-
grade.

Panasonic recently
showed off a planned sys-
tem that allows tablets to
be used as a second
screen, complementing
the seat-back system, at
the Consumer Electronics
Show in Las Vegas earlier

this month.
Emirates and Qatar

Airways executives are
among those who have
said they intend to remain
committed to such embed-
ded systems for years to
come.

But one expert sug-
gested bring-your-own-de-
vice-based systems might
have an edge, particularly
if the airlines are able to
take advantage of existing
relationships with TV and
movie studios.
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MORE than 100 food sup-
pliers could be forced out
of business as supermar-
kets cut prices in an effort
to keep their customers,
according to a new report.

There are more compa-
nies in financial distress
in this sector than in any
other, according to insol-
vency specialists Begbies
Traynor.

The number of food
firms in “significant dis-
tress” nearly doubled in
the last three months of
2014.

The food retail industry
itself is also showing signs
of financial problems.

The report says that
about 4 550 food-selling
businesses are currently
struggling, compared to 2
878 a year ago. The num-
ber in significant distress
rose from 733 in the last
quarter of 2013 to 1 410 in
the last quarter of 2014.

‘Pay to stay’
The rise in financial dif-

ficulty is more marked for
smaller companies. Small
food retailers in distress

during the final quarter
of last year rose 61% to 4
388, while small manufac-
turers of food and drink
showed a 113% rise to
1,240.

Part of the pressure on
food makers comes from
supply agreements with
big buyers, such as super-
markets, which can in-
volve large discounts,
slow payments or de-
mands for rebates.

Last month Newsnight
exposed the use of contro-
versial “pay-to-stay” de-
mands made by Premier
Foods to its suppliers.
Premier later said its
arrangement had been
“misunderstood and mis-
interpreted” but it would
“simplify” its practice.

“Unless the supermar-
kets start treating their
suppliers more fairly and
find longer term solutions
to their cost cutting exer-
cise, we expect that more
than 100 of these 1410
significantly distressed
food and beverage suppli-
ers will fall into adminis-

tration before the year is
up,” said Julie Palmer, a
partner at Begbies
Traynor.

Overseas goods
“Worryingly, with 3.6

million people employed
in the UK food supply
chain, the economic and
political risks associated
with the current price war
are now reaching boiling
point ahead of May’s elec-
tion.”

“Adding to their misery,
the UK’s food producers
and suppliers have failed
to see any benefit from
the rise in popularity of
the German discounters
Aldi and Lidl, since much
of their canned and pack-
aged stock is sourced from
overseas.”

Begbies Traynor used
financial data to probe
firms in the sector that
have traded for more than
a year. It labels a company
as being in “significant
distress” if it has a county
court judgement against
it of less than £5 000, or if
it has a poor credit score.

TOYOTA has been
swamped by orders for its
first mass market hydro-
gen fuel-cell car, the com-
pany said Thursday, with
demand in the first month
nearly four times higher
than expected for the
whole year.

The Japanese auto giant
said it had received more
than 1 500 orders for its
“Mirai” sedan since its
launch in mid-December.
It had planned to sell 400
in Japan over 12 months.

Roughly 60 percent of
those orders are from gov-
ernment offices and corpo-
rate fleets, with the re-
maining 40 percent from
individual consumers, the
company said in a state-
ment.

Unexpectedly high de-
mand for the environmen-
tally friendly four-door car
– which has a 6.7 million
yen ($56 900) price tag –
means early buyers might
have a bit of a wait.

“Due to the large volume
of orders received, Toyota
forecasts a significantly
longer time to delivery
than originally expected,”
the statement said.

Fuel-cell cars are seen
as the Holy Grail of green
cars as they are powered
by a chemical reaction be-
tween hydrogen and oxy-
gen, which emits nothing
more harmful than water
from its exhaust.

But a limited driving
range and lack of refu-
elling stations have ham-
pered development of fuel-
cells and their cousin, all-
electric cars, which envi-
ronmentalists say could
play a vital role in cutting
greenhouse gas emissions
and slowing global warm-
ing.

The Mirai can travel
about 650 kilometres (400
miles) without refuelling,
some three times further
than an electric car, and
its tank can be filled in a
few minutes like gasoline
engine vehicles, according
to Toyota.

The car will hit the US
and some European coun-
tries, including Britain,
Germany and Denmark,
this year, Toyota has said.

It hopes to sell more
than 3,000 units by the
end of 2017 in the United
States, and up to 100 an-

nually in Europe.
Japanese automakers,

including Toyota’s rivals
Honda and Nissan, have
been leaders in the green
car sector.

This week, Honda un-
veiled the newest version
of its FCV fuel-cell car at
the Detroit auto show,with
the vehicle set to hit the
market next year.

Toyota has announced it
is making thousands of
patents for fuel cell vehi-
cles royalty-free in an ef-
fort to encourage other au-
tomakers into the new in-
dustry.

News of the rapid suc-
cess of the Mirai – which
means “future” in
Japanese – comes a week
after the Tokyo metropoli-
tan government an-
nounced the athlete’s vil-
lage for the 2020 Olympics
would be a futuristic “hy-
drogen town".

On Thursday, Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe said he wants all gov-
ernment departments to
use fuel-cell cars, and
pledged to cut red tape so
it is easier to set up hydro-
gen re-fuelling stations.

Congestion expected
after Toyota green car
orders soar

Food supply
companies at risk of
collapse, says report

Ryanair to test streaming movies to tablets
and phones

Qantas is among airlines to have already adopted in-flight streams to tablets
and phones.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Inc. 20-Oct-14 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,000

BICO Limited 04-Dec-14 - - - $1.65 $1.65 - $1.65 - 360 -

Banks Holdings Ltd. 03-Dec-14 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.87 3,154 2,144

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Ltd. 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd. 15-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - - $2.50 - 1,219

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd. 08-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $3.00 $3.65 1,629 566

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 7,900

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.17 - 16,333 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 - - - $0.55 $0.55 - $0.50 - 16,333 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Ltd. 16-Jan-15 696 $6.41 $6.40 $6.34 $6.34 $0.00 $6.40 - 219,793 -

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd. 16-Jan-15 4,429 $2.41 $2.41 $2.41 $2.41 $0.00 $2.40 $2.41 1,000 5,801

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,728 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 1,299

Massy Holdings Ltd. -* 16-Jan-15 2,803 $20.01 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00 $20.00 - 58,993 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.81 $8.25 5,000 205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 05-May-14 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.26 - 1,589 -

Sagicor Financial Corporation 16-Jan-15 108 $1.75 $1.75 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.70 $1.75 120,000 6,183

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd. 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd. 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 8,036 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14 $106.50 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 16, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4860 -0.0229
09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4926 0.0018
09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2666 0.0000
08-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.292 -0.0080
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.8131   4.8131 4.8131 -0.0026
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8501 0.0013
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0073 0.0006
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6740   4.6740 4.5805 -0.0160
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8257  0.8257 0.8092 -0.0064
31-Dec-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4202  1.4202 1.3918  0.0029
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND            w   2.26 -0.02
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.26 -0.01
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 4,429 $2.41 $2.41 $2.41 $0.00
MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 2,803 $20.01 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 696 $6.41 $6.40 $6.34 $0.00
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 108 $1.75 $1.75 $1.80 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 16, 2015

Four securities traded firm as 8,036 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $71,402.14. Insurance Corporation of
Barbados Limited was the volume leader trading 4,429 shares at $2.41. They were followed by Massy Holdings Limited and Goddard
Enterprises Limited which traded 2,803 and 696 shares respectively.

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 79,553 shares. The top three companies traded were Fortress Caribbean
Property Fund Development Fund - with 25,000, Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Value Fund with 25,000 and Insurance
Corporation of Barbados Limited with 16,645 shares.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 16th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 16, 2015 January 15, 2015
Local  2,138.43 2,138.43 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 611.44 611.44 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 16, 2015 January 15, 2015

Local  5,367.16 5,367.16 -   
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -   
Composite 8,228.86 8,228.86 -                       

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
ten (10) cents per share to be paid on February 4th, 2015 to
Shareholders on record at close of business on January 27th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75117&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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SEATTLE –
Washington’s legal
marijuana market
opened last summer to
a dearth of weed.
Some stores periodi-
cally closed because
they didn’t have pot to
sell. Prices were
through the roof.

Six months later, the
equation has flipped,
bringing serious growing
pains to the new indus-
try.

A big harvest of sun-
grown marijuana from
eastern Washington last
fall flooded the market.
Prices are starting to
come down in the state’s
licensed pot shops, but
due to the glut, growers
are – surprisingly –
struggling to sell their
marijuana. Some are al-
ready worried about
going belly-up, finding it
tougher than expected to
make a living in legal
weed.

“It’s an economic night-
mare,” says Andrew
Seitz, general manager
at Dutch Brothers Farms
in Seattle.

State data show that li-
censed growers had har-
vested 31 000 pounds of
bud as of Thursday, but
Washington’s relatively
few legal pot shops have
sold less than one-fifth of
that. Many of the state’s
marijuana users have
stuck with the untaxed
or much-lesser-taxed pot
they get from black mar-
ket dealers or unregu-
lated medical dispen-
saries – limiting how
quickly product moves off
the shelves of legal
stores.

"Every grower I know
has got surplus inven-
tory and they’re con-
cerned about it,” said
Scott Masengill, who has
sold half of the 280
pounds he harvested
from his pot farm in cen-
tral Washington. “I don’t
know anybody getting
rich.”

Officials at the state
Liquor Control Board,
which regulates mari-
juana, aren’t terribly con-
cerned.

So far, there are about
270 licensed growers in
Washington – but only
about 85 open stores for
them to sell to. That’s
partly due to a slow, dif-
ficult licensing process;
retail applicants who
haven’t been ready to
open; and pot business

bans in many cities and
counties.

The board’s legal pot
project manager, Randy
Simmons, says he hopes
about 100 more stores
will open in the next few
months, providing addi-
tional outlets for the
weed that’s been har-
vested. Washington is al-
ways likely to have a glut
of marijuana after the
outdoor crop comes in
each fall, he suggested,
as the outdoor growers
typically harvest one big
crop which they continue
to sell throughout the
year.

Weed is still pricey at
the state’s pot shops –
often in the $23-to-$25-
per-gram range. That’s
about twice the cost at
medical dispensaries, but
cheaper than it was a few
months ago.

Simmons said he ex-
pects pot prices to keep
fluctuating for the next
year and a half: “It’s the
volatility of a new mar-
ketplace.”

Colorado, the only
other state with legal
marijuana sales, has a
differently structured in-
dustry. Regulators have
kept a lid on production,
though those limits were
loosened last fall as part
of a planned expansion of
the market. Colorado
growers still  have to
prove legal demand for
their product, a regula-
tory curb aimed at pre-
venting excess weed from
spilling to other states.
The result has been more
demand than supply.

In Washington, many
growers have unrealistic
expectations about how
quickly they should be
able to recoup their ini-
tial investments,
Simmons said. And some
of the growers complain-
ing about the low prices
they’re getting now also
gouged the new stores
amid shortages last sum-
mer.

Those include Seitz,
who sold his first crop –
22 pounds – for just
under $21 per gram:
nearly $230 000 before
his hefty $57 000 tax bill.
He’s about to harvest his
second crop, but this time
he expects to get just $4
per gram, when he has
big bills to pay.

"We’re running out of
money,” he said. “We need
to make sales this month
to stay operational, and

we’re going to be selling
at losses.”

Because of the high
taxes on Washington’s
legal pot, Seitz says
stores can never compete
with the black market
while paying growers
sustainable prices.

He and other growers
say it’s been a mistake
for the state to license so
much production while
the rollout of legal stores
has lagged.

“If it’s a natural bump
from the outdoor harvest,

that’s one thing,” said
Jeremy Moberg, who is
sitting on 1,500 pounds
of unsold marijuana at
his CannaSol Farms in
north-central
Washington. “If it’s insti-
tutionally creating over-
supply ... that’s a prob-
lem.”

Some retailers have
been marking up the
wholesale price three-
fold or more – a practice
that has some growers
wondering if  certain
stores aren’t cleaning up

as they struggle.
“I got retailers beating

me down to sell for black-
market prices,” said Fitz
Couhig, owner of Pioneer
Production and
Processing in Arlington.

But two of the top-sell-
ing stores in Seattle –
Uncle Ike’s and Cannabis
City – insist that because
of their tax obligations
and low demand for high-
priced pot, they’re not
making any money ei-
ther, despite each having
sales of more than

$600,000 per month.
Aaron Varney, a direc-

tor at Dockside
Cannabis, a retail shop
in the Seattle suburb of
Shoreline, said stores
that exploit growers now
could get bitten in the
long run.

“Right now, the num-
bers will say that we’re
in the driver’s seat,” he
said. “But that can
change. We’re looking to
establish good relation-
ships with the growers
we’re dealing with.”

CAR sales in the
European Union rose in
2014 for the first time in
six years, according to the
industry trade association
ACEA.

Sales were up 5.7% to
12 550 771, fuelled by gov-
ernment scrappage
schemes and wholesale
orders from companies.

There was also a shift in
sales to cheaper brands,
with Dacia and Skoda re-
porting some of the
biggest sales rises.

Spain and the UK saw a
sales jump in 2014, up
18% and 9.3% respec-
tively.

The ACEA said in a
statement that in
December sales rose 4.7%
year-on-year, the 16th
consecutive monthly rise.

However, the industry
remains cautious about
growth this year, as many
incentive schemes and
tax breaks are being
ended.

Carlos Ghosn, chief ex-

ecutive of Nissan-
Renault, said this week at
the Detroit Motor Show
that he expects European
growth this year to be
slow, at around 1%-2%.

Peter Fuss, an automo-
tive analyst at business
services group E&Y, said
in a research note on
Friday that he expected
2015 sales to be about 3%
higher.

He said: “We remain
cautious about the ability
of new car sales to return

to their pre-crisis levels
by the end of this decade.

“Furthermore, car shar-
ing and other alternative
trends of urban mobility
are expected to gain rele-
vance in the market amid
shifting consumer prefer-
ence.”

In Spain, the govern-
ment has repeatedly ex-
tended an incentive
scheme, known as Plan
PIVE, which offers price
cuts on new low-emission
vehicles.

Growers struggle with glut of legal pot in
Washington state

European car sales return to
growth after six years

Company partner Sean O’Leary displays how cloned marijuana plants are grown suspended into a mist at the
Pioneer Nuggets marijuana growing facility in Arlington
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DOMESTIC exports from
Barbados increased four per
cent last year. That’s the good
news!

The not-so-good news is that
rum, one of the principal 
export commodities from this
country, declined 13 per cent last
year, according to information
from the Central Bank of
Barbados.

The bank’s governor, Dr.
Delisle Worrell said in his report

on the performance of the 
economy for 2014, that electri-
cal components were up 27 per
cent and chemicals were up nine
per cent.

Earnings from the export of
electrical components amounted
to about $27.0 million, chemicals
$90 million, sugar $18.1 million
and food $66.5 million.

However, rum, one of the
fastest growing export commodi-
ties, experienced a slowdown in

exports in 2014.
The governor said the decline

in rum exports was on account of
lower exports for both bottled
and bulk rum, by 11 per cent and
nine per cent, respectively.

Export sales of the commodity
amounted to $74.6 million in
2014 compared to $86.1 million
the previous year.

Throughout last year rum pro-
ducers have complained about
the unfair competition they are

experiencing in the US territo-
ries as a result of subsidies
which producers in Puerto Rico
and the US Virgin Islands are
currently benefiting from.

Towards the end of last year
the West Indies Rum and Spirit
Producers Association (WIRSPA)
also sounded the alarm at a
board meeting while calling for
urgent action to deal with the
situation.

Exports of other beverages

brought in $12.2 million. Other
merchandise exports were val-
ued at $663.2 million.

In the meantime, Dr. Worrell
said that retained imports fell
by 0.4 per cent, with a contrac-
tion in food and beverage im-
ports and intermediate goods im-
ports.

“Fuel prices declined 14 per
cent after July, and the volume of
fuel imports also fell, by an esti-
mated five per cent,” he added.

FREIDA NICHOLLS, Manager,
Market Development & Public
Relations, Barbados Port Inc.,
stated that one of that organisa-
tion’s goals is to improve service.

While speaking at a seminar
last week hosted by the
International Association of
Business Communicators
(IABC) of Barbados at the
Savannah Hotel, she stated,“We
have a NISE survey with our
customers to specifically find out

about their experiences at the
Port and we also have a website
[which] we have upgrade in the
last year or two….

“In terms of the actual service,
that is the challenge. Service de-
livery is problematic so we are
working on training our people,
but there is a culture in the Port
and you will tell staff you have to
be kind etc to customers and
they may say that our customers
come in and curse us, however

we are working on service.”
Nicholls added, “We will also

design a survey for the staff that
we get a balance and we are
working on changing the mind-
set, that will take a while. Also,
know your staff, some may not
be those that should deal with
customers. The Port is an inter-
esting place, and we do win
awards, but there are some
changes that need to be made in
terms of service.” (NB)

MIXED NEWS Overall domestic exports increase,
but local rum not doing so well

Port working to
improve service

Freida Nicholls, Manager, Market Development & Public
Relations, Barbados Port Inc 

Part of the audience at the The International Association of Business Communicators (IABC) of Barbados at the Savannah Hotel.

Global growth
still too low, 

says IMF 
official

Page 2

More needs 
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RAMALLAH – Dozens of
Palestinian protesters
hurled eggs and shoes at the
convoy of the visiting
Canadian foreign minister
yesterday in a show of defi-
ance toward Canada’s per-
ceived pro-Israel stance.

John Baird was visiting
Ramallah to meet Palestinian
Foreign Minister Riad Malki
when demonstrators pelted his
convoy. Protesters also held
signs reading: “Baird, you are
not welcome in Palestine” and
“Baird, Jerusalem is our capi-
tal.”

Activists from Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas’
Fatah party earlier had called
for a boycott of Baird because of
Canada’s Middle East policies.

“This person backs up the
Zionist movement,” protester
Abdullah Abu-Rahmeh said.
“This person diminishes the
rights of our people, takes part
and backs up building of settle-
ments.We tell him that he’s not
welcome.”

Baird is in the region for five
days of meetings with Israeli
and Palestinian officials.

In a statement, Baird
described his meeting with

Malki as “cordial and construc-
tive” and included “candid and
frank exchanges on areas where

we differ in opinion.”
Canada has been one of only

a few Western countries to

stand by Israel as it has come
under fierce international crit-
icism over deadlocked negotia-

tions with the Palestinians, the
recent Gaza war and its settle-
ment building. Canada opposes
the Palestinians’ unilateral at-
tempts to reach statehood as
well as its recent bid to pursue
war crime charges against
Israel at the International
Criminal Court.

Alluding to the International
Criminal Court, Baird said he
asked Malki to “strongly recon-
sider the consequences of mov-
ing forward with any action
that may be counterproductive
to a negotiated solution” with
Israel.

“A desire for a future of peace,
prosperity, stability and secu-
rity for both Palestinians and
Israelis must drive both parties
toward direct negotiations,” he
said. “Today, we reaffirmed our
will to work together on these
matters at this crucial time.”

Baird later met with Israeli
Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, who thanked
Canada for its support. Baird
said the two would discuss the
“deeply regrettable decision” by
the Palestinians to join the in-
ternational court as well as our
“common efforts to fight terror-
ism and extremism.”

RIYADH – A delegation of US
senators led by John McCain
have met separately with Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince Salman
and Qatar’s emir, part of a re-
gional tour focused on training
Syrian rebels.As they met, hun-
dreds of civilians fled rebel-held
areas near Damascus that had
been blockaded for over a year.

Saudi Arabia and Qatar are
staunch supporters of Syria’s
opposition, which is mired in a
nearly four-year civil war to
oust President Bashar Assad.
The meetings took place
Saturday, a day after the
Pentagon said that as many as
1 000 US troops and support
personnel would be sent to
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar
to help train vetted Syrian
rebels.

Rear Adm. John Kirby, a
Pentagon spokesman, said the
training by a mix of US special
and conventional forces could
begin as early as this spring.

A message on the official
Twitter feed for McCain, R-
Arizona, said the US delegation
met with the commander of
Saudi Arabia’s training and
equipment program and with
Ahmed al-Jarba, whom it iden-
tified as the president of the
Western-backed Syrian
National Coalition. Al-Jarba
stepped down as SNC president
in July 2014. The current SNC
president is Khaled Khoja. The
reason for the discrepancy in
McCain’s tweet was not imme-
diately clear.

The US senators also met in
neighbouring Qatar with
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, the country’s emir. The
delegation included Sens.
Lindsey Graham, R-South
Carolina, Joe Donnelly, D-
Indiana, Angus King, I-Maine,
and Tim Kaine, D-Virginia, the
state news agency reported. All
sit on the Senate’s Armed

Services Committee, which
McCain chairs.

In Syria, meanwhile, hun-
dreds of civilians fled from
rebel-held towns east of
Damascus that had been block-
aded for at least 18 months.

Hundreds of women and chil-
dren could be seen in footage
aired by the Lebanese channel
al-Mayadeen sitting in what ap-

peared to be a large courtyard.
One of the women said rebel

fighters seized men fleeing with
them. “As soon as you leave,
they’ll start hitting us,” she said
they told the group, referring to
government forces.

The woman, who did not give
her name, said they had been
eating stale cracked wheat and
barley to survive.

Activists in those areas had
said that they were mostly liv-
ing without power for months,
including during a snowy win-
ter, and had only sparse food
supplies.

Both government forces and
rebels use blockades to pressure
their foes to surrender, often
causing widespread suffering
for civilians.

State-run media said some 2
000 civilians fled, including over
1 000 children and 350 gunmen
who surrendered. The Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, which relies on
a network of activists inside
Syria, estimated the number at
1 200 people.

It was not immediately clear
why Syrian authorities allowed
the people to flee. The area has
long been held by armed groups
fighting Assad’s rule.

In recent months, more mod-
erate rebel groups have increas-
ingly clashed with jihadi organ-
isations, including the Islamic
State group and Al-Qaida’s
Syrian affiliate, the Nusra
Front.

A military cargo aircraft
laden with ammunition and
food crashed late Saturday in
the country’s north, killing at
least 35 pro-government forces.

The Nusra Front said on its
Twitter feed yesterday that its
fighters shot down the aircraft
overnight near the Duhour air
base and killed 37 men – Syrian
soldiers and Shiite fighters of
the Lebanese group Hezbollah.

Palestinians hurl eggs at Canadian foreign minister’s convoy

Palestinian riot police surround protesters, one carrying a banner that reads in Arabic, ‘Canada
supports terrorism, you are not welcome Baird,’ during Canadian Foreign Minister John Baird’s
meeting with Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Malki, in front of the Palestinian foreign ministry
in the West Bank city of Ramallah, yesterday.

US senators in Saudi, Qatar for talks on Syrian rebels

In this Saturday photo released by the Saudi Press Agency, Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Salman
bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, right, shakes hands with US Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona, in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You don’t have a
requirement that people act normal around you – in fact,
you rather like the excitement involved in not knowing
exactly what they’ll do. Today, you’ll tolerate a little
weirdness in the name of friendship. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - The others do as they are
told but there’s something inside you that just doesn’t
want to fall in line. It’s because you’ve a need that is not
being met. It won’t be readily apparent to you what that
need is. Keep asking for answers.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Many cultural influences
are not for the best. Happiness doesn’t come from being
more beautiful, powerful or wealthy. Rather, it will come
from acceptance of yourself and all that’s going on with
your situation today.  
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - There’s much that you
want to work on, but go ahead and privately praise yourself
for what you did right so far. For starters, you’ve been
courageous and true to yourself. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Playing makes you feel lighter.
Being overwhelmed with too much work and pressure
makes you feel heavier. Knowing this, what can you throw
over the edge of the boat to keep yourself buoyant? 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - While you can predict many
people in your life, a certain relationship is full of
surprises. New information could be interpreted many
different ways and your first assumption may not be
correct.  
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - If it doesn’t feel right to you,
it’s not right. Regardless of what the others are doing, your
own conscience is the best guide. Follow its suggestions
and you’ll enjoy life.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - There is something to be
gained from the practice of listening to people who do not
believe what you believe. You might not particularly like
it, but you will learn and grow from the experience
anyway. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You give credit
where it’s due – and sometimes where it’s not – but you’d
rather err on the side of generosity. Continue to expect the
best from your loved ones and they’ll impress you with
their efforts. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Reel in your
inclination to help others improve. Instead, focus your
excellent ideas on yourself. And if you feel a bit unsure
what to do next, that’s a good thing – certainty is overrated. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Physical relaxation leads
to an easy mind. So let those shoulders descend from
their upright and locked positions. Your job becomes less
stressful when you trust others to do theirs.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You’ll be the funny one
in your group without even trying. You can’t help but to
call things as you see them, and it just so happens that you
deliver your wit with perfect comic timing.

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
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LONDON – Eurostar passen-
ger services remained sporadic
through the Channel Tunnel
yesterday after rail operators
worked to restore normal traf-
fic on the system a day after a
smoke alarm triggered a shut-
down.

Services for thousands of pas-
sengers were disrupted after
the incident that began at mid-
day on Saturday, when fire-
fighters were called in to douse
a smouldering load in a truck.
The north tunnel remained
closed while accident investi-
gators examined the train.

A separate power supply
issue yesterday disrupted serv-
ices further, Eurostar said.
Some 11 out of 45 trains were
cancelled, and passengers who
didn’t need to travel yesterday
were advised to travel at an-
other time.

Freight services also resumed
early yesterday between
England and France in the
south tunnel, said John Keefe,
the spokesman for tunnel op-
erator Eurotunnel. He said the
freight train affected by
Saturday’s incident must still
be removed from the north tun-
nel.

Keefe says Eurostar passen-

ger services are being given pri-
ority, but that delays will take
place. Eurostar says to expect

delays of between 30 and 60
minutes. Services that convey
road vehicles by rail through

the tunnel face longer delays –
as long as four hours.

Eurostar has said tickets can

be refunded or rebooked within
the next 60 days for travel
within six months.

PARIS – Grey skies over a
half-empty Eiffel Tower.

Since last week’s terrorist at-
tacks that left 17 victims and
three gunmen dead, the swarms
of sightseers have thinned below
Paris’ most visited monument,
baring the dull concrete of the
giant plaza.

Just over a week after the at-
tacks, only a handful of tourists
were taking photos, and one or
two having portraits sketched
by resident artists. The long
lines that normally snake
around the Eiffel Tower’s gar-
gantuan pillars were a fraction
of the length.

“It’s been so calm since the at-
tacks. There’s hardly anyone at
all,” sandwich seller Kamel
Bougrab said across the street.

Tourism officials couldn’t give
figures of the number of sight-
seers in the immediate after-
math of the attacks,but visits by
The Associated Press to major
sites and interviews with ven-
dors indicated an initial drop in
visitors.

British student Eric Dale, on
a group trip with his college,
said one of his classmates was
kept back by her parents, who
were fearful for her safety.

“My parents were nervous,
but in the end they left the final
decision up to me,” he said.

An Eiffel Tower spokeswoman
insisted that the attraction had
recorded no drop in visits so far,
compared to the relatively slow
month of January 2014. But no

official statistics have yet been
compiled, and the situation
could still change, she said on
condition of anonymity because
of company policy.

Among the tourists that were
still braving visits, many took
comfort in the extra security
presence.With 10 500 troops de-
ployed across the country, in-
cluding 6 000 in the Paris re-
gion alone, the security opera-

tion put in motion after the at-
tacks is the most extensive on
French soil in recent history.

Lucinda Bay, 22, from
Australia said she came to the
French capital with her sister
despite initial fears.

“I’m a bit nervous, but I guess
this can happen anywhere. I
wouldn’t want that to stop us
visiting this beautiful city,” she
said, looking up at the 300.65

meter (986 feet) Eiffel Tower.
Over in the Louvre, lines were

shorter too.
“For me it’s good because I did-

n’t have to wait too long,” said
Guatemalan Eric Velasquez, in
front of Leonardo da Vinci’s
Mona Lisa.

“I don’t think tourists should
stay away. I watched the re-
sponse from the government
and it was very fast, very good.

It feels safe,” he added.
The Louvre said that school

visits to the Paris region, includ-
ing museums, had been sus-
pended by the Education
Ministry because the capital
was on “attack alert” status
since last week.The Louvre nor-
mally receives several hundred
schoolchildren a day, and their
absence partly accounts for the
thinner crowds. Also, mid-
January is often slow as festive
tourists have often gone back
home following their New Year
celebrations.

“This is a slow season anyway,
so it’s hard to distinguish what’s
causing the dip, that (it’s
January) or the attacks,” the
Louvre said.

Among the measures follow-
ing the terror raids was also an
increase in police presence
around airports, Jewish schools
and media offices.

Col. Benoit Brulon, an adviser
to the Paris military governor,
says the aim of these patrols
isn’t just to secure high-risk fa-
cilities but to reassure the pub-
lic.

“I don’t feel unsafe as the se-
curity measures are notched
up,” said 65-year-old Marine
Dupont, visiting with her hus-
band from the northern French
city of Calais along the English
Channel. “They’re not going to
commit a second attack straight
away. On the contrary, I think
we’re even safer right now than
before.”

Eurostar services resume through Channel Tunnel after alarm

Commuters wait at St Pancras station in London, as Eurotunnel services have resumed but customers are told to expect delays,
yesterday. 

Tourist numbers in Paris drop following terror attacks

A tourist couple takes a photograph in front of the Notre Dame cathedral in Paris as French sol-
diers patrol, Saturday.
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ST. VINCENT and the
Grenadines has been
granted a loan of US$15 mil-
lion to help fund the develop-
ment of a 10 to 15 megawatt
geothermal project, expected
to come on stream by 2018.

The funds are part of US$57
million in concessional loans for
five renewable energy projects
in developing countries financed
under the second cycle of the
International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA) and the Abu
Dhabi Fund for Development
(ADFD).

The loans, announced on
Sunday during IRENA’s Fifth
Assembly,will also go to projects
in Cuba, Argentina, Iran, and
Mauritania.

“The geothermal project in St
Vincent and the Grenadines will
connect to the energy grid to pro-
vide a consistent power source
for the entire country and will in-
fluence the deployment of addi-
tional geothermal projects in the
Caribbean,” IRENA said.

“The implications are massive
and game changing. It is a word
that the Prime Minister (of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines Dr.
Ralph Gonsalves) uses, and it is
a word that you also heard the
director-general of IRENA
[Adnan Z. Amin] use,” Minister
of Foreign Affairs Camillo
Gonsalves told the Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC) after
the announcement.

He noted that US$15 million is
the most that IRENA-ADFD
lends for a single project, and
this is the second time in its two
cycles that it has awarded such
and amount.

“So,we are very pleased in the
confidence that IRENA and the
government and people of the
United Arab Emirates have re-
posed in us,”said Gonsalves,who
is leading the three-member
Vincentian delegation.

The other members of the del-
egation are Minister of the
Health, Wellness and the
Environment Clayton Burgin,
and Director of the Energy Unit,
Ellsworth Dacon.

Gonsalves noted his country’s
reliance on imported diesel for
electricity generation.

“… we have some of the high-
est electricity tariffs in the world,
due in large part to the fact that
we are a small country, import-
ing small amount of diesel and
our electricity is based on that,”
he said.

He told CMC that when the
geothermal power plant is com-
plete, it will reverse the ratio of
electricity generated by fossil
fuel and renewable sources.

“This project is over 50 per
cent of our current demand,” he
said,noting that it has the poten-

tial to generate 10 to 15
megawatts of electricity.

“We have roughly 20 per cent
of our electricity already pro-
vided by hydro. So, we will go
from being 80 per cent fossil fuel
electricity to close to 80 per cent
renewable energy when this
project is completed.

He told CMC that in addition
to reducing electricity cost by
some 20 percent, the project po-
tentially has important develop-
mental benefits, including
poverty alleviation, the compet-
itiveness of business,and foreign
direct investment.

“So, all of these things,
wrapped up, create what we re-
ally believe is a game changer,”
he said.

Dacon told CMC that the proj-
ect could save the country US$18
million of the US$26 million that
it spends on diesel for electricity
generation annually.

“This project will save approx-
imately 4.5 million imperial gal-
lons of fuel imports per year. So,
the impact of the foreign ex-
change is great. It will also stim-
ulate some light manufacturing,”
he said, adding that it could also
create opportunities in aquacul-
ture, and agriculture.

“We expect this project to be
saving or reducing at least by 25
per cent our energy cost today.
We pay about 39 cents US a kilo-
watt-hour. I don’t want to pre-
dict,but I think,based on discus-
sions, that it will be lower than
25 per cent saving when the proj-
ect is realised,”Dacon told CMC.

At the press conference where
the successful loans were an-
nounced,Amin said while renew-
able energy resources are abun-
dant in many communities suf-
fering from energy poverty, fi-
nance is still a key challenge for
deployment.

“That is why the partnership
between IRENA and ADFD is so
important as a pioneering effort,”
he further said.

“Renewable energy is now, in
many cases, the low-cost solu-
tion to power generation and one
of the most cost-effective ways
to increase energy access and en-
ergy security around the globe,”
the IRENA secretary general
said.

ADFD is a Government of Abu
Dhabi national institution estab-
lished in 1971 to assist develop-
ing countries by providing con-
cessionary loans to finance de-
velopment projects in those
countries, as well as direct, long
term investments and contribu-
tions.

The fund has provided and
managed more than US$18 bil-
lion since its inception to finance
424 projects in 71 countries
around the world.

SVG’s geothermal
project gets US$15
million loan

SAO PAULO – Halfway
through the rainy season, the
key reservoir for the hemi-
sphere’s largest city holds just 6
percent of its capacity, and ex-
perts warned Friday that Sao
Paulo authorities must take ur-
gent steps to prevent the worst
drought in more than 80 years
from drying it out.

The system of reservoirs and
rivers that provide water to mil-
lions in this city have received
less rainfall than hoped during
the first weeks of the wet sea-
son, raising fears they won’t be
replenished as hoped. Rainfall
during the first two weeks of
January totalled just 2.9 inches
(7.1 centimeters), well below the
historic average for the month
of 10.7 inches (27.1 centime-
ters).

The biggest problem is in the
Cantareira water system, which
is the largest of six reservoirs
that provide water to some 6
million of the 20 million people
living in the metropolitan area

of Sao Paulo city. Cantareira is
now down to 6 percent of its ca-
pacity of 264 billion gallons (1
trillion liters), the water utility
Sabesp said on its website.

Of the remaining five sys-
tems,Alto Tiete is at 11 percent
of capacity, Rio Claro 25 per-
cent, Alto Cotia 30 percent,
Guarapiranga 40 percent and
Rio Grande 70 percent.

“The water supply situation is
critical and could become even
more critical if the lack of rain
and hot weather continue and
effective demand management
techniques are not created,”
Mario Thadeu Leme de Barros,
head of the University of Sao
Paulo’s hydraulic engineering
and environmental depart-
ment, said by phone.

Although declining water
supplies have been a concern
since last year, authorities have
resisted rationing water. But
Leme de Barros said officials
need to consider a range of
steps, among them implement-

ing water rationing but also en-
couraging the use of more effi-
cient appliances, lowering
water pressure in the system
and doing better at repairing
leaks.

“Sao Paulo’s water situation
is in the intensive care unit and
the worse will only be avoided if
these measures are adopted
and, of course, if it starts rain-
ing more,” he Barros said.

The Sao Paulo state govern-
ment said its measures to con-
serve water are working, such
as offering discounted water
bills for those who limit usage
and reducing water pressure
during off-peak hours.The gov-
ernment also has said it will
double the bills of some cus-
tomers who increase consump-
tion above monthly averages.

Earlier this week, Sabesp’s
president, Jerson Kelman, said
that to help prevent Cantareira
from drying up, the utility
would reduce the flow of water
out of the reservoir.

AGRICULTURE hasn't gone
through a fundamental change
for around 10 000 years when
humans started harvesting
fields. The seeds still go in the
ground and crops still need to be
harvested before they end up on
our dining room tables.
Incremental changes like im-
proved seeds, farming equip-
ment, and pesticides have
helped crop yields, but a revolu-
tionary change may be taking
hold in a small factory in Japan.

A farming model that can pro-
duce 100 times what a farm pro-
duces in the same amount of
space may revolutionize that

model.The farm of the future is
moving indoors.

In a 25 000 square foot build-
ing in Japan, indoor farming
company Mirai has built a farm
producing 10 000 heads of let-
tuce per day. Not only is the pro-
duction staggering,but the farm
uses 40% less power, 80% less
food waste, and 99% less water
than outdoor fields while im-
proving yields from around 50%-
90%.

General Electric (NYSE: GE )
played a central role in the first
plant, producing LEDs that
could be used to grow crops
while using less power than flu-

orescent lights. And with the
plant's success this probably
won't be the last we hear of LED
farming.

Mirai and GE are looking to
expand the indoor farm concept
to places like Hong Kong,
Mainland China, Mongolia, and
Russia. What's fascinating
about this technology isn't
where it is today, but where it
could be in 10 or 20 years. This
technology could be automated,
powered by solar energy, and
could even produce high value
plants used in medicines, just
as an example.The possibilities
for growth are almost endless.

Biggest reservoir for Brazil’s
largest city is running dry

The future of agriculture
may be moving indoors

The frame of a car sits on the cracked earth at the bottom of the Atibainha dam
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DANCEHALL artiste
Mavado has responded
to a recent petition to
have him deported
from the United States.

In an exclusive with the
Jamaica Observer,
Mavado – whose given
name is David Brooks –
said a former business as-
sociate is behind the
scheme.

“Is somebody that used
to work with me. Me find
out him no real and let him
go, so a fi him way dis to
get back at me. I don’t
know if him create the
page or ask someone to do
it, but he is the master-
mind behind everything,”
said Mavado.

The singjay,however,de-
clined to name the former
associate.

Created on the White
House’s website on
Sunday by Maryland resi-
dent Trudy A Miller, the
petition stated that the
dancehall entertainer is a
non-residing felon living in
the USA. It further stated
that it is “grossly unfair
that undocumented immi-
grants with no serious
criminal records are de-
ported daily, while a con-
victed felon, such as
Mavado,has carte blanche
to live and work here.”

So far, fewer than 10 per-
sons have signed the peti-
tion.

Mavado said this is not
the first time that his rep-
utation and music career
have been attacked by this
individual.

“This individual has con-
tacted several media out-
lets and told them that I
had limited amount of
days to leave the States,
among a bunch of other
things; all of which are
lies,” he said.

The singjay said he has
contracted the services of
an immigration attorney,
who is handling the mat-
ter.

“I have been living here
[the United States] for
three years. My wife and
two of my kids are

Americans and I have
never committed a crime
here. All I am doing is
spending time with my
family while doing music,”
he said.

A member of DJ
Khaled’s We the Best
Music Group,Mavado said
he is busy working on his
upcoming 16-track album
slated to be released in
May.

On Thursday the sing-
jay released “I Ain’t Going
Back Broke,” a collabora-
tion with hip-hop artistes
Ace Hood and Future.

A mixtape entitled ‘The
Hands of the Gully God’
will also be released in two
weeks.

Mavado says former
colleague behind attacks

Mavado has responded to a recent petition to have
him deported from the United States

SIR Patrick Stewart and
Sir Ian McKellen will not
appear in the next X-Men
film.

Speaking on an
American chat show, Sir
Patrick Stewart, 74, told
host Larry King:

“It is going to be looking
very much at the earlier
lives of all our characters.
And so I don’t think we’ll
be making an appearance.
Nor Sir Ian McKellen, ei-
ther.”

X-Men: Apocalypse is
due for release in 2016.

It’s expected to focus on

the cast of X-Men: First
Class, which included
James McAvoy, Michael
Fassbender and Jennifer
Lawrence.

Sir Patrick Stewart and
Sir Ian McKellen have
played the roles of
Professor X and Magneto
in the X-Men series since
2000.

2014’s installment X-
Men: Days of Future Past
featured a time travel plot
that meant those original
stars could appear along-
side their younger coun-
terparts from X-Men:First

Class.
The film had a

cliffhanger ending which
some have suggested
could leave the door open
for the veteran actors to
appear in future X-Men
films or one of the upcom-
ing X-Men related films,
Gambit or Deadpool.

There have been seven
films in the X-Men fran-
chise so far, including two
Wolverine spin-off movies.

X-Men: Apocalypse,
which will be directed by
Bryan Singer, is due for re-
lease in 2016.

THE president of the
Academy of Motion
Picture Arts says she
would like to see more di-
versity in Oscar nomina-
tions, after a row about
this year’s nominees.

All 20 contenders in the
main acting categories are
white and there are no fe-
male nominees in the di-
recting or writing cate-
gories.

The Academy, which
picks the contenders, has
faced strong criticism.

But Cheryl Boone
Isaacs said she was proud
of the nominees and that
the body was “making
strides” towards diversity.

Ms Boone Isaacs, who is
the first African-American
president of the Academy,
told AP the organisation
is “committed to seeking
out diversity of voice and
opinion".

"In the last two years,
we’ve made greater
strides than we ever have
in the past toward becom-
ing a more diverse and in-
clusive organisation
through admitting new
members and more inclu-
sive classes of members,”
she said.

She added she would
“love to see” greater diver-
sity among the nominees.

‘Selma’ snub
After the nominees were

announced, people
mocked the make-up of

the awards using the
“OscarsSoWhite” hashtag.

There has been much
focus on Martin Luther
King biopic Selma, with
director Ava DuVernay
and star David Oyelowo
both missing out.

At the Critics’ Choice
award, another Selma
actor,Wendell Pierce, said
there would be “amaze-
ment” Oyelowo was not
nominated once people
saw the film.

But Ms Boone Isaacs
said acclaim for Selma
was reflected in its Best
Picture nomination,which
is chosen by all the acad-
emy members.

She said that while the

Academy continued to
make efforts to become
more diverse, the wider in-
dustry needed to do the
same.

“We hope the film indus-
try will also make strides
toward becoming more di-
verse and inclusive.”

Individual branches of
the Academy choose the
nominees, with actors
choosing the acting cate-
gories, for example.

The more than 7 000
members then vote for a
winner.

Birdman and The
Grand Budapest Hotel
lead the race for this year’s
Oscars with nine nomina-
tions each.

TOP Gear’s executive pro-
ducer says the BBC “does
not trust” the show after
2014 proved to be its
“annus horribilis".

Speaking to Broadcast
magazine, Andy Wilman
defended the programme’s
record, after a year in
which it was embroiled in
several rows over offen-
sive content.

He admitted the Burma
special, where Jeremy
Clarkson used the racial
slur “slope", was “not de-
fensible".

But he added he was

“bored” with defending an
edition set in Argentina.

The two-part special
sparked controversy in
South America over a car
number plate - H982 FKL
- that appeared to refer to
the 1982 Falklands War.

The Top Gear crew were
chased out of Argentina by
veterans and the incident
drew vocal complaints
from Argentina’s ambas-
sador to the UK, Alicia
Castro.

“The number plates
were a coincidence,”
Wilman said, adding he

would never “jeopardise a
whole show” by “winding
up” war veterans.

The programme also
drew complaints when
video footage leaked to the
Daily Mirror appeared to
show Jeremy Clarkson
using a racist term while
reciting the nursery
rhyme Eeny, Meeny, Miny,
Moe.

The presenter later
apologised for the incident
- which was never broad-
cast - in a video statement
where he “begged forgive-
ness".

Stewart and McKellen
won’t be appearing in
next X-Men film

Oscars head Isaacs
calls for more diversity
after row

Cheryl Boone Isaacs says the film industry needs to
do more work on diversity BBC ‘does not trust’

Top Gear
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Bridge

DEAR JANE:
I’m a 25-year-old woman
who should have my
whole life ahead of me,
but it seems I have no fu-
ture. I am the youngest
of three daughters. My
parents divorced when I
was a teenage and my
sisters both married and
moved out. Mom has no
income of her own, so it’s
mainly me supporting
her.

I have come to realize
that I’ll never be able to
have a home of my own
or fully live my life be-
cause of her. She’s con-
trolling and always finds
a way to make me feel
guilty about going out or
enjoying myself. I have
never had a relationship
because she has always
found a way of sabotag-
ing any relationship I’m
in.

I think she’s bipolar,
but she doesn’t believe in
medication or that it’s
even real. I feel as if I’m
being forced to take care
of her, and when I finally
have a chance to have a
real life, it will be too
late.

I have discussed this

with my sisters, but they
haven’t helped. I’m very
depressed and don’t
know what to do. If I
bring this up with Mom,
she gets angry and won’t
talk to me for days.
Please help me find a
way out.

TRAPPED

DEAR TRAPPED,
Your umbilical cord was
supposed to have been
severed 25 years ago, at
birth. You are an adult
who deserves happiness

and freedom from this
attachment to your
mother.

She may not believe in
doctors and therapists –
and that’s her privilege
as long as she’s not a
danger to herself and
others – but that doesn’t
mean you shouldn’t talk
with a mental health
professional about this
unhealthy situation.

Your sisters haven’t
helped you because they

have their freedom and
don’t want to share the
responsibility you have
been carrying alone. And
your mother doesn’t
want to let go of you be-
cause if she does, she’ll
have to assume responsi-
bility for herself.

Please act now. Your
escape hatch is the door
to a therapist’s office. You
deserve a life, so go there
and get one.

JANE

Need to escape
my mom’s
clutches

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

    

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75117&ReturnUrl=mailto:askjane@barbadosadvocate.com
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SPORTSSPORTS
AWARD from Back Page

However, it was at the
IAAF World Junior
Championships that she
showed the world her abil-
ity. In less than ideal con-
ditions, Jones won gold in
the Women’s Long Jump
with a leap of 6.34 metres.
She was jumping into a
headwind of -2.7m/s, a
headwind so strong that
just six of the 12 finalists
managed to jump further
than six metres.

Jones also captured the
Junior Outstanding
Sportsperson (Female)
Award on Saturday night.

Members of the track
and field fraternity also
won four of the major
awards. Kierre Beckles
was named as the Senior
Outstanding
Sportsperson (Female)
while Levi Cadogan was
named as the Junior
Outstanding
Sportsperson (Male).
Shane Brathwaite was
given the Minister’s
Award while one of the
Emerging Athletes was
hurdler Rivaldo Leacock

Kraigg Brathwaite was
named the top male
sportsperson of the year
while Hayley Matthews
took the other Emerging
Athlete Award.

The Barbados Tennis
Association had a lot of
reasons to smile on Friday
night as its Davis Cup
Team earned a number of
accolades. They won the
Team Award while non-
playing Captain Kevin

Yarde won the Coach of
the Year Award. Dr.
Raymond Forde,
President of the BTA was
awarded the Alvin
Burgess Award for Sports
Administrators.

The list of winners is
as follows.

National Sports Personality of
the Year – Akela Jones (Track and
Field)

Minister’s Award – Shane
Brathwaite (Track and Field)

Senior Outstanding
Sportsperson (Female) – Keirre
Beckles (Track and Field)

Senior Outstanding
Sportsperson (Male) – Kraigg
Brathwaite (Cricket)

Junior Outstanding
Sportsperson (Female) – Akela
Jones

Junior Outstanding
Sportsperson (Male) – Levi
Cadogan (Track and Field)

Emerging Athletes – Rivaldo
Leacock (Track and Field) and
Hayley Matthews (Cricket)

Association Achievements
Award – Barbados Tennis
Association

Community Awards – Joshua
Carter, Sylvia Darlington, David
Oxley

Groundsman of the Year –
Hallman Selman

School’s Award (Primary) –
West Terrace Primary

School’s Award (Secondary) –
Queen’s College

Youth Awards – Raheem
Archer, Meagan Best, Khamal
Cumberbatch, Jaliyah Denny,
malachi Harris, Danielle Titus.

The Wesley Worrell Award –
Mark Goddard

Special Awards – Frank
Blackman, Glyne Clarke, Nigel

Harper, Trevor Thorpe
The Family Award – The

Jones/Louis Family
Seniors Award – Winston Reid
Lifetime Achievement Award –

Rev. Dr. Wesley Hall
Official Gaining International

Recognition – Livingston Headley,
Andrew Mallalieu

Sports Tourism Award – SOL
Barbados Ltd

Sponsors Award – Guardian
Group, Massy United Insurance,
Sagicor General

Federation Award – Barbados
Badminton Association

Club Award – Empire Cricket
Club

Team Award – The Barbados
Davis Cup Team

Media Award – Shawn Green
(CBC)

The Alvin Burgess Award
(Sports Administrators) – Dr.
Raymond Forde (Tennis

Coach of the Year – Kevin Yard
(Tennis) 

National Sports Council Awards Ceremony

Rev. Dr. Sir Wes Hall was given a lifetime achieve-
ment award by the National Sports Council on
Saturday night. Here he receives his award from
Minister Stephen Lashley. 

(left) Coach of the Year Kevin Yarde receives his
award.

Roger Beckles presents cricketer Hayley Matthew
with the Emerging Athlete Award.

Rivaldo Leacock recieves his Emerging Athlete
award from Roger Beckles.

Faye Gaskin, mother of Shane Brathwaite, accepts
the Ministers Award on his behalf from Minister
Stephen Lashley.

        



MANCHESTER
(United Kingdom) –
Santi Cazorla scored
one goal and made an-
other as Arsenal dam-
aged Manchester
City’s Premier League
title challenge with a
brilliant 2-0 victory at
a chilly Etihad
Stadium on Sunday.

The Spanish midfield
scored a 24th-minute
penalty and teed up
Olivier Giroud for a sec-
ond-half header to re-en-
ergise Arsene Wenger’s
side’s push for a top-four
finish, and maybe more.

Victory avenged
Arsenal’s crushing 6-3 loss
on their last visit to this
ground in December 2013
and left Manuel
Pellegrini’s City five
points adrift of leaders
Chelsea, who they play at
Stamford Bridge on
January 31.

For Arsenal, wins

against major rivals have
been few and far between
in recent years,but having
closed to within a point of
fourth-place Manchester
United, and 13 points of
Chelsea, they will ap-
proach the run-in with re-
newed ambition.

It was City’s first defeat
in 15 games and gave
Arsenal a first win at the
Etihad since a 3-0 success
in October 2010, which
was the last time the
home side had lost by a
two-goal margin on their
own turf in the league.

City have now conceded
two or more goals in three
successive home league
games for the first time
since October 2002, which
will deeply concern
Pellegrini ahead of their
trip to Chelsea in two
weeks’ time.

Vincent Kompany and
Sergio Aguero both made
their first City starts since

December after injury, but
though much had been
made of the anticipated
showdown between
Aguero and Alexis
Sanchez, it was Kompany
who unwittingly took cen-
tre-stage.

City were quick to force
Arsenal back, with
Laurent Koscielny booked
for felling Fernandinho,
but with five players
strung across midfield, the
visitors were content to
soak up pressure and at-
tack on the break.

Sanchez gave City a
warning with a dart to the
edge of the box, before an
alert intervention from
Kompany prevented
Giroud from testing Joe
Hart with a near-post
header.

It was authoritative de-
fending by the City cap-
tain, but mid-way through
the first half he handed
Arsenal the chance to go

ahead.
When Nacho Monreal

knocked the ball past him,
Kompany stepped across
the Spaniard’s path and
despite raising his hands
in a show of innocence,

there was contact, and
Monreal went down.

Giroud steals in
Referee Mike Dean

pointed to the spot and
Cazorla coolly placed a
shot inside Hart’s left-
hand post to claim his
sixth goal of the campaign.

With City’s fans indig-
nant, the home side began
to apply pressure, but a
meek header from Aguero
that drifted harmlessly
wide was the best they

mustered before half-time.
Aguero and

Fernandinho both had
shots deflected behind,
while Jesus Navas
warmed David Ospina’s
palms with a rising drive.

It took a timely touch
from Koscielny to prevent
either Aguero or Jovetic
from polishing off a cross
from Navas, but Arsenal
remained a threat on the
break,with Aaron Ramsey
shooting over.
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MADRID – Cristiano
Ronaldo rounded off a
week where he was named
world player of the year for
the third time scoring a
double as Real Madrid
opened up a four-point
lead at the top of La Liga
with a 3-0 win away to
Getafe on Sunday.

Real had to wait over an
hour to make the break-
through at the Alfonso
Perez Coliseum before
Ronaldo fired home from
Karim Benzema’s wonder-
ful assist to set them on
the road to victory.

Gareth Bale then dou-
bled the visitors’ lead be-
fore Ronaldo rounded off
the scoring with a trade-
mark header from James
Rodriguez’s cross.

“It is true at the start we
didn’t play with a lot of in-
tensity,” said Real boss
Carlo Ancelotti.

“At the start we played a
bit slow,but I liked the per-
formance because the
team played with intelli-
gence and much better in
the second-half than the
first.

“I think the whole team
played well, but the assist
by Karim (Benzema)
opened the game up for us.
It was extraordinary.”

After a sluggish start
the European champions
finally started to get going
after 20 minutes as
Marcelo drove a fierce ef-
fort just over on his

weaker right foot before
Benzema was denied by
Jordi Codina.

Isco then tested the
Getafe ‘keeper with a
piledriver from the edge of
the box which Codina did
well to turn over and Toni
Kroos came even closer a
minute before the break
when he rattled the cross-
bar from long range.

Codina continued to
frustrate Madrid at the
start of the second period
with good saves from
Benzema and James
Rodriguez.

However, his resistence
was finally broken just be-
fore the hour mark with a
brilliant team goal as Isco
and Rodriguez combined
to free Benzema and the
Frenchman produced an
exquisite piece of skill on
the byline to cut the ball
back for Ronaldo to slam
home.

Just four minutes later
it was 2-0 as this time
Rodriguez was the
provider with a fine low
cross that Bale prodded
past Codina with the out-
side of his left foot.

And another sumptuous
cross from Rodriguez 11
minutes from time allowed
Ronaldo to plant a firm
header past the helpless
Codina to register his 36th
goal of the season.

Atletico also seemed to
suffer a physical hangover
from Thursday’s thrilling

2-2 draw between last sea-
son’s Champions League
finalists which saw Los
Rojiblancos progress to the
quarter-finals of the Cup
4-2 on aggregate, as they
laboured to victory against
a Granada side that hasn’t
won in La Liga since
September.

That run combined with
a 6-1 aggregate thrashing
by Sevilla had led the club
to sack coach Joaquin
Caparros on Friday and
despite a spirited display
they remain firmly rooted
in the relegation zone.

The opening goal ar-
rived 11 minutes before
half-time when Diego
Godin was hauled down by
Abdoul Sissoko as he tried
to reach Fernando Torres’s
cross and Mandzukic
smashed home the result-
ant penalty for his 16th
goal of the season.

Atletico enjoyed more
control of the game after
the break and finally
sealed the points three
minutes from time when
substitute Garcia bundled
home Arda Turan’s cross
at the back post.

MADRID – Lionel Messi
struck a stunning hat-
trick to ensure Barcelona
maintained the pressure
on La Liga leaders Real
Madrid with a 4-0 win
away to Deportivo la
Coruna to cut the gap at
the top to one point.

Earlier, Cristiano
Ronaldo scored twice as
Madrid struck three times
in the final half hour to
beat Getafe 3-0.

Atletico Madrid moved
back to within four points
of their city rivals in third
as goals from Mario
Mandzukic and Raul
Garcia handed them a 2-0
win over managerless
Granada.

In a change from his
much criticised rotation
policy, Barca boss Luis
Enrique named the same
side that beat Atletico 3-1
at home last weekend and
was rewarded with an-
other bright display illu-
minated by Messi’s class
in front of goal.

The Argentine’s first ef-
fort of the game was bril-

liantly saved by Fabircio
after a well-worked corner,
but the Deportivo goal-
keeper was helpless when
the four-time World
Player of the Year opened
the scoring after 11 min-
utes with a thunderous
header from Ivan Rakitic’s
cross.

Messi then showed a
more subtle touch for his
second with a delicate chip
over the prone Fabricio to
double Barca’s advantage
from Neymar’s pass.

However, by contrast,
Luis Suarez’s troubles in
front of goal continued as
he fluffed his lines twice in
the first-half with just
Fabricio to beat.

Messi showed the
Uruguayan how it should
be done once more when
he rounded off his 30th
hat-trick for the club after
the break when he cut in-
side onto his favoured left
foot and fired into the far
corner before an own goal
from Deportivo defender
Sidnei rounded off the
scoring.

Ronaldo double takes Madrid 
4 points clear

Messi hat-trick
keeps Barca in
sight of Madrid

Cazorla stars as Arsenal stun Man City

Cristiano Ronaldo (left) outkicks Roberto Lago dur-
ing Read Madrid’s game at Getafe 

Arsenal’s Spanish midfielder Santi Cazorla scores the opening goal from the
penalty spot.

      



JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa – AB de
Villiers struck the
fastest ever one-day
hundred and led three
other batsmen in triple
figures as South Africa
inflicted a severe 148-
run drubbing on West
Indies in the second
One-Day International
here Sunday.

Opting to bat first, the
Proteas ruthlessly
pounded the Windies
bowling to amass 439 for
two off their 50 overs, with
opener Hashim Amla (153
not out), captain AB de
Villiers (149) and Rilee
Roussouw (128) all com-
piling centuries.

The total was a record
for South Africa, narrowly
surpassing their 438
against Australia in 2006,
and was just four short of
the world record of 443 set
by Sri Lanka against
Holland also nine years
ago.

De Villiers grabbed the
opportunity to also rewrite
the record books, racing to
a phenomenal hundred off
a mere 31 deliveries to
eclipse the old mark set by
New Zealander Corey
Anderson who reached his
landmark off 36 balls, also
against West Indies last
year.

Requiring to score at
nearly nine and over,West
Indies were never really
in contention when they
chased, especially after
big-hitting talisman Chris
Gayle fell cheaply for 19
with the score on 36 for
one in the fifth over of the
innings.

His partner Dwayne
Smith top scored with 64,
wicketkeeper Denesh
Ramdin hit 57 while
Marlon Samuels and
Jonathan Carter both
struck 40.

Darren Sammy chipped
in with an unbeaten 25
down the order and cap-
tain Jason Holder, 21 not
out, with the match long
gone.

Seamers Morne Morkel,
with two for 43, and
Vernon Philander, two for
69, finished with two wick-
ets apiece.

Amla and Rossouw took
command of the game for
South Africa with a record
opening stand of 247, as
West Indies leaked runs
at five an over through the
first 20 overs.

The right-handed Amla
faced 142 balls and hit 14
fours in compiling his 18th
ODI hundred while
Rossouw counted 11 fours
and two sixes in a 115-ball
knock, that brought him
his maiden one-day cen-

tury.
Even then, their stand

never hinted at a total be-
yond 400 as South Africa
eased to 142 without loss
at the half-way point of
the innings.

The left-handed
Rossouw, 25, was the first
to his hundred with a sin-
gle to deep mid-wicket off
the last ball of the 34th
over bowled by seamer
Andre Russell, also rais-
ing the 200-run mark.

Amla followed him
three balls later in the
next over from Dwayne
Smith, carving the slow
medium bowler to back-
ward point for four.

Rossouw was really
raising the tempo of the
innings when he punched
a Jerome Taylor half vol-
ley to Sulieman Benn at
mid-off in the 39th.

Any hopes of a further
breakthrough were
quickly erased as de
Villiers set about the
Windies attack with rel-
ish, posting 192 for the
second wicket with Amla.

De Villiers smashed
Russell for two four and
two sixes in the 40th over
which cost 22 runs and
ripped into Holder in
seamer’s eighth, the 42nd
of the innings, which cost
24 runs and included
three successive sixes and
a four.

The over lifted de
Villiers to his half-century
off 16 balls and pushed
South Africa beyond the
300-run mark.

Remarkably, he needed
only a mere 15 balls more
to complete his hundred,
the landmark coming in
Holder’s ninth over which
cost 23 runs, as the
Proteas plundered an in-
credible 163 runs from the
last ten overs.

Smith and Gayle then
started brightly, gathering
36 for the first wicket at
close to the required run
rate. Gayle seemed to be
warming up when he
lifted Philander for four to

long on and then cleared
the ropes in the same area
off successive deliveries in
the fourth over.

However,he holed out in
the deep off Morkel in the
next over and the Windies
were further set back
when left-hander Leon
Johnson struggled 15 balls
over one in adding 27 with
Smith, before falling lbw
to Philander in the tenth
over.

West Indies then flour-
ished through two half-
century stands. Firstly,
Smith put on 59 for the
third wicket with Samuels
who faced 48 balls and
struck three fours and a
six.

Smith, who consumed
65 balls and hammered
nine fours and a six,
played freely before find-
ing JP Duminy running
around from long off, as he
tried to clear the bound-
ary with seamer Farhaan
Behardien in the 22nd
over.

Three overs later,
Samuels drove Philander
for Behardien at cover to
take a leaping catch,
paving the way for an en-
terprising 83-run stand
between Ramdin and
Carter.

Ramdin fashioned only
his sixth one-day half-cen-
tury off 55 balls, cracking
four fours and a six while
Carter, in only his second
ODI, played bravely with
three fours and a six in a
39-ball knock.

They were separated
when Carter tried to pull
one from fast bowler Dale
Steyn and was caught at
mid-on by substitute
Wayne Parnell in the 37th
over to leave the Windies
on 231 for five.

And any hopes of a mir-
acle disappeared two balls
later in the next over
when Russell found the
lap of deep midwicket
with leg-spinner Imran
Tahir’s long hop, to depart
without scoring of the first
ball he faced.

Summary
Scores:

South Africa Innings: 439/2
(50 Overs). Hashim Amla
153*, Abraham de Villiers*+
149, Rilee Rossouw 128, David

Miller 0*; Andre Russell 10-0-
78-1, Jerome Taylor 10-0-95-
1, Sulieman Benn 10-0-49-0,
Darren Sammy 4-0-26-0.

West Indies Innings: 291/7
(50 Overs). Dwayne Smith 64,

Denesh Ramdin+ 57, Jonathan
Carter 40, Marlon Samuels 40;
Morne Morkel 10-0-43-2,
Vernon Philander 10-0-69-2,
Dale Steyn 10-0-29-1, Imran
Tahir 10-0-60-1.

Monday January 19, 2015 • 25The Barbados Advocate

WI fall to de Villiers, Amla masterclass

AB de Villiers struck the fastest ever one-day 100
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By Corey Greaves

HAWKEYE has proven
to be the one to beat in
the 2015 Mount Gay
Round Barbados
Coastal Race Series.

Competing in the J24
Class, Hawkeye with
Robert Povey made some
brilliant moves in the
Carlisle Bay to make up
ground on the rest of the
racers.

Hawkeye got off to an
impressive start on Day
One. Povey made the right
choices and was able to
slice his way through the
fleet to capture victory in
all three races.

On day two he had to
use his impressive skills
to make up for a poor start
in Day One.

Last across the start
line, Hawkeye found

themselves behind the
fleet of competitors but
immediately made a tack
to take advantage of the
wind.

However Shakin with
Peter Armstrong decided
to not to follow everyone
but head closer to the
shoreline to use the wind
coming off the land. His
planned worked perfectly
as the wind propelled him
a whooping 40 seconds
ahead of the closest com-
petitor at the first marker
Bunga Bunga.

Hawkeye had covered
the majority of the ground
it had lost on the start and
moved from ninth to
third, just behind Bunga
Bunga.

Shakin went on to win
easily, while Hawkeye
was second and Banks
Esperanza third. Phoenix

was fourth.
In the second race

Hawkeye was once again
consistent and finished
second while Shakin who
won the first race on Day
Two, dropped all the way
to ninth.

Bunga Bunga won the
fifth race after placing
seventh, second, fifth, and
eighth.

Third place went to
Banks Esperanza.

Up until press time the
third race in the class was

not tallied.
After five races,

Hawkeye was leading
with seven, while The
Phoenix was second with
19 after placing third once
and fourth four time.

Banks Esperanza was

hot on their heels with 20,
while College Fund who
made a poor choice in the
fourth race and moved
from third to ninth was
fourth overall with 22.

Bunga Bunga rounded
off the top five with 23.

AUSTRIA’S Hannes
Reichelt won the classic
Lauberhorn men’s World
Cup downhill on Sunday
to end years of personal
frustration and dash
Swiss hopes of a winner
on home snow.

The 34-year-old speed
specialist had been the
nearly man so often in
the past but this time he
was celebrating after fin-
ishing just ahead of three
Swiss rivals.

Twice runner-up and
once third in the past
three seasons, Reichelt
won in two minutes and
31.14 seconds, beating a
trio of past winners on
the longest and most tir-
ing downhill of the men’s
circuit.

“The time has come at
long last and I’m so
happy. I’ve come so close
for so many years. And I
must admit that finish-
ing ahead of two Swiss
(on the podium) in
Switzerland is exciting,”
he said.

“This podium is a great
relief,” added the
Austrian, who won a
Super-G in Beaver Creek
last month.

“Wengen is an impor-
tant race on a record and
I can now pin it down as
well,” said the skier who
has already won classic
downhills in Bormio and
Kitzbuehel.

Beat Feuz, the 2012
winner in Wengen, was
second 0.12 slower and
slightly ahead of fellow-
Swiss Carlo Janka who
won in 2010. Their com-
patriot Patrick Kueng,
the defending champion,
finished fourth.

Since his victory in
Beaver Creek, Reichelt
had struggled a bit but he
said he was hitting form
at just the right time
after working hard to
fine-tune his equipment.

“I couldn’t hope for a
better result to boost my
confidence. With
Kitzbuehel coming up
next week and the world
championships just be-
hind, I’m right on time,”
he said.

Reichelt won the
Hahnenkamm downhill
in Kitzbuehel last year
only to be sent to hospital
for back problems the
next day, forcing him out
of the Sochi Olympics.

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO,
Italy – American Lindsey
Vonn equaled Austrian
Annemarie Moser-
Proell’s 35-year-old record
of 62 women’s Alpine ski-
ing World Cup victories
when she won a downhill
in Cortina d’Ampezzo on
Sunday.

The four times World
Cup overall winner and
2010 Olympic champion,
who returned to action
this season after a year
out due to knee opera-
tions, can now break the
record in Monday’s
Super-G in the same
Italian resort.

Vonn, 30, also cele-
brated her 32nd downhill
win – four fewer than
Moser-Proell who set her
record between 1970 and
1980.

However, only four dis-
ciplines were on the
World Cup program dur-
ing the great Austrian’s
era, with the Super-G not
introduced until the 1983
season.

“When I won my first
podium here I never
thought I would make it
this far in my career,” said
the American, who took
her first top three finish
in the World Cup in
Cortina 11 years ago al-
most to the day.

“That was the first time
I thought I could be a con-
tender. Never in a million

years would I have be-
lieved (then that) I could
tie the record,” added
Vonn, whose parents and
relatives were watching.

Sweden’s Ingemar
Stenmark holds the
men’s record with 86 wins
between 1975 and 1989.

It was no easy task for
Vonn, who was only 10th
in Friday’s shortened
downhill that was
rescheduled from the
Austrian resort of Bad
Kleinkirchheim.

Sundsy’s downhill had
been postponed from
Saturday due to snowfalls
and the soft conditions
did not help.

“I’m not good when it’s
soft. I’m from Minnesota

and we used to race on
ice. I wasn’t very fast on
the top,” said the skier,
who won in one minute
and 39.61 seconds.

“I knew deep inside
that I would one day
reach this record but now
all my family came to
support me and to cele-
brate this special mo-
ment. It’s such a beautiful
day for me. I wanted to do
it for them,” added Vonn,
the girlfriend of golfer
Tiger Woods.

Former downhill world
champion Elisabeth
Goergl of Austria was sec-
ond, 0.32 seconds adrift,
with local favorite
Daniela Merighetti third.

Fellow-Italian Elena

Fanchini, winner of
Friday’s shortened race,
was fourth.

Moser-Proell said she
was relieved her record
had been tied.

“I’m pleased that
Lindsey did not crash be-
cause I felt that the pres-
sure on her was getting
too much, that she was
maybe risking too much.
Thank God she got her
bones to the finish,” she
told reporters.

“I’m 62 years-old now
and records don’t mean
that much for me, but for
Lindsey it is very impor-
tant. There are still other
records to beat for
Lindsey, even records by
me.”

Hawkeye out
front in J24

Reichelt
frustrates locals
to win Wengen
downhill

Vonn equals record with 62nd
World Cup win

Hawkeye leading Banks Esperanza at the turn

Lindsey Vonn of the U.S. is airborne as she clears a gate to win the women’s
World Cup Downhill skiing race

      



IRVING, Texas –
DeMarco Murray had
no interest in dis-
cussing his future with
the Dallas Cowboys a
day after a division-
round loss to Green
Bay.

Dez Bryant didn’t even
show up when the locker
room was open to re-
porters last Monday, far
from unexpected when he
knew the primary topic
would be his huge catch
that could have set up a
late touchdown getting
reversed on replay in a
26-21 defeat. Not to men-
tion whether he’ll be
back.

The dominant question
of the off-season – along
with how soon coach
Jason Garrett gets a new
contract – will be the sta-
tus of the NFL rushing
leader in Murray and the
league’s top producer of
receiving touchdowns in
Bryant.

Both are free agents,
and both would take a big
chunk of a salary cap
that’s still a little tight for
the Cowboys even after
dumping franchise sacks
leader DeMarcus Ware

last year.
“I’m not worried about

my future,” Murray said
shortly after offering a
terse “I don’t know” to the
question of whether he
would be back. “I just lost
a big game, the biggest
game of my life. Just not
worried about it right
now. Just relax with my
family and get away from
it for a little bit.”

Bryant won’t be able to
get away from questions
about the catch that was-
n’t for a long time, maybe
until he gets past the di-
visional round, if that
ever happens. It was a
play of such magnitude,
even defensive players
were getting questions
about whether it was a
catch, and whether the
rule should change.

Of course the Cowboys
are going to say it was a
catch, but several were
quick to add that there
were other opportunities
to get the storied fran-
chise to an NFC champi-
onship game for the first
time in 19 years. The
longest previous gap be-
tween conference title
games was nine years.

“I looked at it over and
over,” defensive end
Jeremy Mincey said. “It
was definitely frustrat-
ing. But it shouldn’t have
even came down to one
play.We missed some key
tackles and that’s what
hurt us.”

A season that began
with owner Jerry Jones
tamping down expecta-
tions by telling thousands
of fans at a kick-off lunch-
eon that his team faced
an “uphill battle” ended
with the first playoff
berth – and post-season
victory – since 2009.

“It didn’t matter what
anyone else had to say
outside of these walls,”
said cornerback Brandon
Carr, who didn’t have an
interception for the first
time in his career and
could be asked to take a
pay cut if he wants to re-
turn.

“It was motivating, en-
tertaining at times. We
had a mission and task at

hand. Although it was a
good season, we still feel
like we had much more to
prove. We weren’t done
with our journey.”

Jones may have a hard
time keeping play-caller
Scott Linehan, a catalyst
for Murray’s huge season,
and defensive coordina-
tor Rod Marinelli. The
former Detroit coach
made the Cowboys com-
petitive with several bar-
gain-basement pieces,
and Dallas was much bet-
ter than the league’s
worst defence from a year
ago.

“We have a special
thing going with all the
pieces that are in this
building right now,” Carr
said. “We have something
special brewing and the
chemistry’s definitely
coming around and you
can see it on the field.”

Tony Romo was still
standing at the end of a
season that started with
the 34-year-old quarter-

back coming off back sur-
gery. He missed a game
with another back injury,
and played through a left
knee injury in the loss to
the Packers.

Bryant is likely to re-
join Romo because the
Cowboys can use the
franchise tag on him at
least once if they can’t
agree on a long-term
deal. If Murray returns
as well, Romo will also
have trusty tight end

Jason Witten and a young
offensive line considered
one of the best in the
league.

“You just don’t know
how many opportunities
like this will come
around,” Romo said after
the game. “That is the
hardest part. You just
don’t know. You know
everything you had to do
to get to this point and
now you have to do it
again.
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Cowboys move on with question of future of Murray, Bryant

A season that began with owner
Jerry Jones tamping down

expectations by telling thousands of
fans at a kick-off luncheon that his
team faced an “uphill battle” ended

with the first playoff berth – and 
post-season victory – since 2009.

 



REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 19/01/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

2004 TOYOTA ALTIS (WORK-
ING at Nassco Crash Lot at 
1:00pm

1994 MITSUBISHI LANCER at
ICBL Crash Lot at 1:15pm

2000 JEEP GRAND CHERO-
KEE, 2001 TOYOTA COROLLA
at Jones Garage at 1:30pm

1993 TOYOTA CARINA E 
(DRIVING), 2012 116I (WORK-
ING)  at Champion Auto at 
1:45pm

CALL:231-1928

AUCTION SALES

SERVICES FOR
RENT

Your Booking Agent for 
Live Musicians

Caribbean Musician

Tel:230- 9500

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600
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Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75117&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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RICKIE FOWLER suffered a costly
triple-bogey in the second round of
the Abu Dhabi HSBC Golf
Championship on Friday as the
American’s challenge for a first

European Tour title floundered.
The world number 10 began the day on

five under, level with playing partner and
four-times major winner Rory McIlroy
and three adrift of overnight leader

Martin Kaymer.
But ultimately Fowler was fortunate to

still be in the tournament after shooting
75 for an aggregate 142, or two under,
which is the cut mark.

“I shouldn’t have been anywhere close
to the cut line,” Fowler told reporters.“(It
would) be nice to get a good one together
tomorrow and see if I can salvage a de-
cent finish.”

Fowler, who finished joint-fifth or bet-
ter at all four majors last year, is
renowned for his consistency and he

began Friday well, picking up birdies at
holes two and seven, but the eighth was
his undoing.

He carded an eight after fading his tee
shot into a bush. Unable to find his ball,
he teed off again.

“I was swinging great coming out, the
driver didn’t feel very comfortable in my
hands, but I was getting it around,” said
the 26-year-old Fowler.

Kaymer leads at the halfway stage on
131, or 13 under with Belgium’s Thomas
Pieters on 132 and McIlroy on 133.
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Rickie Fowler of the US tees off on the third hole during the Abu Dhabi Golf
championship January 16, 2015. 

Fowler’s Abu Dhabi hopes flounder after triple-bogey

 



MELBOURNE – Novak
Djokovic and Roger
Federer begin their
quest for five
Australian Open titles
while Serena Williams
is chasing her 19th
Grand Slam crown in
the year’s first major
starting Monday.

World number one
Djokovic looms as the
player to beat in the
men’s draw having won
four of the last seven
Australian editions, and
he holds an affinity with
the hardcourts in
Melbourne.

“There are so many
players who are con-
tenders to win the title,”
said the Serb.

“Considering the suc-
cess that I had in my ca-
reer in this tournament
gives me enough reason
and confidence to believe
I can go far.”

While Djokovic has
never lost a final in
Melbourne, Federer will
be again be the sentimen-
tal favourite at 33 years
old, pursuing his 18th
major title having not
won one since Wimbledon
2012.

“I would hope that over
the years I’ve always im-
proved. I think I’m serv-
ing more consistent and

stronger than I ever
have,” Federer said.

"I definitely think the
racquet has helped me
with that as well, my con-
centration I do believe is
there, better than it’s ever
been and I think my back-
hand is working better
than it has in the past as
well.”

There are question
marks over Rafael
Nadal’s match fitness
after playing few matches
since Wimbledon last
July following a wrist in-
jury and later an appen-
dectomy.

Nadal suffered a shock
defeat in his first match
of the season in Doha to
German qualifier
Michael Berrer on the
way to Australia.

“I am doing lot of prac-
tice and doing the things
that we believe we have
to do to recover our level,”
Nadal said.

“Is true that having a
Grand Slam this early in
the season after injury
like I’ve had is not the
ideal thing. But here we
are.”

Nadal has won 14
Grand Slams, but only
won one of them in
Australia where he also
had two runner-up fin-
ishes, including in last

year’s final to Stan
Wawrinka.

Britain’s Andy Murray
has lost three finals in
Melbourne and will have
to get past Federer and
Nadal to make his fourth.

Women’s top ranking at
stake

Defending champion
Wawrinka, who shocked
Djokovic in the quarter-
finals on the way to win-
ning last year, is a last
start winner, having cap-
tured back-to-back
Chennai Opens on the
way to Australia.

“I feel great coming
here. Been getting a lot of
confidence, winning the
first tournament of the
year,” the Swiss said.

“I know I can do it,
that’s not the question.
For me the most impor-
tant is to be ready for the
first match.

“You have to be ready,
take match after match,
and see where you can
go.”

World number one
Williams is tied with
Chris Evert and Martina
Navratilova with 18
Grand Slams behind all-
time leader Margaret
Court (24) but hasn’t won
in Australia since 2010,
something she is deter-
mined to fix.FRANCE’S Gary Stal dis-

patched a final round 65
to snatch an unlikely vic-
tory at the Abu Dhabi
HSBC Golf
Championship on Sunday
as overnight leader
Martin Kaymer blew a
mid-round 10 stroke lead.

Stal, ranked 357th in
the world, earned a first
European Tour victory
and a check for $450 000
after a stunning turn-
around on the National
course.

His captured the win
with a total of 19 under
269, ahead of world num-
ber one Rory McIlroy (66),
who ended on 270, and
Kaymer (75) on 271.

“I played very good
today and I’m very happy
to win,” Stal, 22, told re-
porters. “When I saw my
name on the leader board
I thought “it’s possible, so
take that chance and go
get it”.”

Stal’s previous best
Tour performance was
fifth at last week’s South
Africa’s Open, a result he
said gave him confidence

to excel in Abu Dhabi.
“I will celebrate with

my friends and my dad,”
Stal added.

For U.S. Open cham-
pion Kaymer, Sunday’s
capitulation must rank
among the 30-year-old’s
worst days in golf.

Starting six strokes
clear of Belgium’s Thomas
Pieters, the German’s un-
likely nearest challenger,
he sunk three birdies in
the opening four holes to
move to 23-under, one
adrift of the event record
he set in winning the
Falcon Trophy in 2011.

Yet Kaymer’s early-
tournament brilliance
with the putter had
masked sometimes un-
tidy approach play and
those flaws returned as
he bogeyed the sixth, dou-
ble-bogeyed nine and
tripled-bogeyed 13 after
being forced to take
penalty drops at the latter
two.

That dragged him back
to 17 under – he was 10
strokes ahead after five
holes – and put his hopes

of a fourth Abu Dhabi
crown in jeopardy.

Meanwhile, Stal, who
began Sunday eight adrift
of Kaymer, sunk six
birdies from holes four to
11, jumping to 18 under.

A day earlier, four-times
major winner McIlroy, 25,
had dismissed his
chances of catching
Kaymer after a dismal
outing with the putter left
the Northern Irishman
eight strokes behind.

Yet he mounted his now
customary late birdie
surge, and a sixth of the
round at 15 put him
within a shot of the sum-
mit.

But Stal responded by
picking up another shot
on the 16th and when
McIlroy failed with an
eagle chip that shaved the
hole on the final green the
title was all but Stal’s.

A shaken Kaymer, who
had gone 47 holes with-
out dropping a shot until
the bogey on the ninth
hole, had no response,
failing to birdie any of the
last 14 holes.
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France’s Stal seals
unlikely Abu Dhabi win
after Kaymer capitulates

Djokovic, Federer
start quest for five
Aussie Open crowns

Gary Stal of France kisses his trophy after he won the Abu Dhabi Golf champi-
onship, January 18, 2015.
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By Petra Gooding

THE year 2014 was a spec-
tacular one for young Akela
Jones and her performances
were recognized by the
National Sports Council,
who named her as the
National Sports Personality
for the Year at the NSC’s
Awards Ceremony last
Saturday night at the Frank
Collymore Hall.

Jones beat out stiff competi-
tion from the likes of fellow
track athlete Shane Brathwaite,
cricketer Kraigg Brathwaite and
champion jockey Patrick
Husbands for the honour.

She excelled on the track for
her then school Oklahoma
Baptist University on the NAIA
circuit as well as for Barbados at
the CARIFTA Games in
Martinique last year.While com-
peting at the NAIA Outdoor
Track and Field
Championships,Jones set a new
National Record of 6.55 metres
in the Long Jump.

At the CARIFTA Games,
Jones won gold medals in the
High Jump (1.84 metres), Long
Jump (6.32 metres) and the 100
metre Hurdles (13.55 seconds).
She also won gold at CAC Junior
Championships in the Long
Jump (6.41 metres)
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AKELA JONES TAKES
TOP SPORTS AWARD

NSC Chairman Michael Power and Minister Stephen Lashley present the National Sports Personality of the Year Award to
Akela Jones’ sister (second left) Ireka Louis as Kathy Harper Hall looks on. Jones is away studying at Kansas State
University. 

     


