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THE Training and
Certification Programme
for Drug and Violence
Prevention, Treatment 
and Rehabilitation, also
known as PROCCER, was
officially launched in
Barbados with the signing
of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) 
yesterday.

Attorney General and

Minister of Home Affairs,
Adriel Brathwaite, and
Ambassador Francis
McBarnette, Local
Representative of the
Organisation of American
States (OAS), signed the MOU
during the opening ceremony
of the National Council on
Substance Abuse (NCSA) new
headquarters in the ‘Armaira’
Building, corner of 1st Avenue

and Pine Road, Belleville, St.
Michael.

The Inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission
(CICAD), under the Secretary
for Multidimensional Security
(SMS) of the OAS, launched
PROCCER in 2006, and
launched it within the
Caribbean in May 2011.
PROCCER is designed to de-
velop and strengthen member

states’ institutions, policies,
and strategies regarding treat-
ment and rehabilitation for 
individuals with problems
stemming from drug abuse
and violence.

Ambassador McBarnette
noted that PROCCER-
Caribbean is the first 
regionally-based approach to
training and certification, and
it is also the first to incorpo-

rate both prevention and treat-
ment in a single initiative.

He also acknowledged that
since the regional launch in
2011, PROCCER-Caribbean
has thus far trained 11
Barbadian officials from the
prevention and treatment
areas – six in 2014 and five in
2013.

PROCCER on Page 2

By Ashlee Cox

UNDER the ruling of the 
Inter-American Court, the
Government of Barbados is
seeking to amend the manda-
tory nature of the death penalty
in Barbados.

Speaking at the Democratic
Labour Party (DLP) headquar-
ters, the Hon.Adriel Brathwaite,
Attorney General and Minister
of Home Affairs, explained to the
media and to those present that
this was a decision that they had
not taken lightly, but realised it
was prudent to follow through
with a ruling coming from a
court they had been signatories
of since 1978 and had ratified
in 1981.

Explaining that they were
proposing to amend Section 2 of
the ‘Against the Person’ Act, he
further noted that this was to
remove the mandatory nature
of the death penalty and set out
clear circumstances under
which a judge going forward
could make a determination as
to whether or not to impose the
death penalty.

“So we’re not abolishing the
death penalty full stop.What we
are doing is that we are setting
out certain clearly defined cir-
cumstances under which the
death penalty will be imposed,
and for those who believe that
that’s a signal that we are being
soft on crime, in fact what the

AMENDMENT on Page 3

Death
penalty
amendment
proposed

The National Council on Substance Abuse (NCSA) has moved into new headquarters in the Armaira Building, corner of 1st Avenue
and Pine Road, Belleville, St. Michael. Yesterday, during the opening ceremony, (from left) Mrs. Betty Hunte, Manager (Ag.) of
NCSA, and Chairman (Ag.), Dale Callender, look on while Attorney General and Minister of Home Affairs, Adriel Brathwaite, cuts the 
ribbon to the new headquarters.
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PROCCER from Page 1

“The certification component
of PROCCER establishes the
competencies, skills and knowl-
edge necessary to provide pre-
vention and treatment services
based upon the certification level
authorised and validated by the
respective country government.

“The model allows for each
country and/or region to deter-

mine the legal framework which
works best to incorporate the cer-
tification mechanism, as well as
the methodology for re-certifica-
tion.OAS/CICAD aims to region-
alise the certification, skills, and
knowledge when possible and
where appropriate, subject of
course to individual country ap-
proval,”Ambassador McBarnette
indicated.

PROCCER trainers were pre-

sented with their certificates dur-
ing the ceremony.These individ-
uals participated in a week-long
train the trainer event in Miami.

“These officials have been
equipped with skills and also
with training materials to be
utilised in the in-country ses-
sions. We therefore look forward
to PROCCER in-country train-
ing beginning in Barbados in the
near future,” he added. (TL)

Preventing, treating drug abuse key

Ambassador Francis McBarnette, Local Representative of the Organisation of American States
(OAS), and Attorney General and Minister of Home Affairs, Adriel Brathwaite (right, signing the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for PROCCER-Barbados.

Brian Payne of the National Council on Substance Abuse (NCSA)
receiving his PROCCER certificate from Chairman (Ag.) of
NCSA, Dale Callender.

Dr. Ronald Chase of the Psychiatric Hospital (left) receiving the PROCCER 
certificate from Chairman (Ag.) of NCSA, Dale Callender.

Sgt. Roland Cobbler accepting his PROCCER certificate from Chairman (Ag.) of
National Council on Substance Abuse (NCSA), Dale Callender.



Saturday January 17, 2015 • 3The Barbados Advocate

THE Insurance Cooperation
of Barbados Limited (ICBL)
is pledging its dedication to
impacting the lives of
Barbadians in a positive
way this year, and is looking
to focus in particular on 
developing the country’s
youth.

Speaking at a donation cere-
mony held recently at its
Speightstown branch, Senior
Vice President of Business
Development and Marketing
Alex Tasker, disclosed that the
insurance company was excited
about several plans in the mak-
ing to contribute to the lives of
children’s education and devel-
opment. He was at the time
making presentations to repre-
sentatives of the All Saints
Primary School Special Unit
and the St. Boniface Nursery
School.

School boys Donte Depeiza
and Dru Scantlebury of the All
Saints Primary School, joined
by their teacher Stacey Briggs
Saunders, received on the be-
half of their schoolmates one flat
screen television and a DVD
player, purchased from Courts,
which Saunders said would 
be used both for entertainment
and educational purposes.

Meanwhile, the gift of stand-
ing fans for St.Boniface Nursery
was graciously accepted by the
school’s principal Valarian
Millar, who was accompanied by
two of her little ones,Sarai Lowe

and Giovanni Maynard. Those
fans were purchased at
Shopsmart.

The ICBL senior official high-
lighted that the insurance 

company would continue to seek
out special opportunities to en-
courage schools to keep up the
good work of improving the skill
sets of the their students.

“We feel that it is important
for us to invest in them [the chil-
dren] to make them comfortable
so that they can learn. We see
education as very important and

we want to be able to help as-
sure the development of our chil-
dren so that we can have a
bright future”, Tasker added.

(RS)

ICBL committed to youth development 

Back row (l-r): Senior Vice President of Business Development and Marketing – ICBL, Alex Tasker; All Saints Primary Special Unit
Teacher Stacey Briggs Saunders; Head of ICBL’s Speightstown branch Linda Massiah; teacher Clytie Vaughan and principal Valarian
Millar of St. Boniface Nursery School. Front row: Representing their schools were Donte Depieza, Sarai Lowe, Giovanni Maynard
and Drew Scantlebury.

AMENDMENT from Page 1

law would also further pro-
vide is that an individual who
may not be subject to the death
penalty, that the judge may
under specified circumstances
sentence him to life in 
prison; and life in prison in
that regard would then mean
that he needs to spend a mini-
mum of 30 years in prison be-
fore he can be considered for
parole. And there are circum-
stances where an individual
may in fact be sentenced 
to life in prison, and life in
prison would mean exactly
that – that there would be no
circumstances under which he
would be subject to what 
we will now call a release
order.”

He added: “Simply put then,
I’m saying to you that we are
amending the mandatory na-
ture of the death penalty. It is
not a decision that we took
lightly, it is a decision that 
you could say that the catalyst 

of it was the two judgements
that came down from the Inter-
American Court, of which we
are signatories, and I’m sure
that you being right-thinking
citizens, notwithstanding what
you might think about the
death penalty, would not want
Barbados to be seen interna-
tionally not following the rul-
ing of a court…”

This issue is one that he is
hoping to present for debate in
Parliament on Tuesday.

EARLIER this week, the
Barbados Drug Treatment
Court held its first formal 
session at the Supreme Court
with 12 participants.

Yesterday, Attorney General
and Minister of Home Affairs
Adriel Brathwaite expressed
his optimism in the Court,
which he noted was in the
pipeline for the last two 
years.

Alternatives to incarceration
have been a subject of discus-
sion in Barbados for some time,
with judges and magistrates,
within the discretion given to
them by law, exploring innova-
tive ways to deal with offenders
other than sending them to
prison.

Therefore, the initiative of
the Inter-American Drug Abuse
Control Commission (CICAD)
to promote a hemispheric proj-
ect on Drug Treatment Courts
as an alternative to incarcera-
tion, was therefore seen by the
government as a positive devel-
opment.

Addressing the opening cere-

mony of the National Council
on Substance Abuse (NCSA)
new headquarters in the
‘Armaira’ Building, corner of 1st
Avenue and Pine Road,
Belleville, Minister Brathwaite
however acknowledged that
there are individuals who ques-
tion the effectiveness of Drug
Treatment Courts.

Treat root cause
“I say that if you can treat the
root cause of an individual get-
ting involved in crime, then
that is what you should do.
As opposed to sending them up
to St Philip, where we still 
also have challenges in terms of
how do we respond to the na-
ture of the particular substance
abuse that might have bought
the individual to us at 
Dodds.

“We are going to have to see
how we can intervene more
within the prison setting to as-
sist more individuals who are
abusers of legal and illegal sub-
stances. It is no use for them
being in prison, coming back

out, and the first thing they do
is go onto the block to start all
over again; we need to address
that vicious cycle,” he stressed.

Ambassador Francis
McBarnette, Local
Representative of the OAS, de-
scribed Wednesday’s session –
which saw 11 males and one 
female participating – as a 
significant development.

“We have some way to go to
prove beyond the shadow of
doubt that the Court is a valued
asset. But I must remind you
that in our history others
started with 12 and were able
to do wonders.

“I need not remind you that
the drug menace that we face is
extremely complex, well organ-
ised, sufficiently financed 
and in many ways hydra-
headed. We therefore must re-
main resolute and prepared to
adapt and adopt new methods
and techniques using best prac-
tices and evidenced-based ap-
proaches from our region and
elsewhere,” he said.

(TL)

Barbados Drug Treatment
Court holds first session 

Barbados
following 
ruling of human
rights court

Hon Adriel Brathwaite,
Attorney General and Minister
of Home Affairs, as he spoke
about the amendment to the
death penalty.
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MORE than needing to go to Africa to
out any ‘fires’, it is being touted that the
quality of education delivered and re-
ceived in Barbados will waylay any neg-
ative impact of recent events, on the suc-
cess of the present initiative by the Delta
State Empowerment Programme in
Nigeria and future projects.

This is the viewpoint shared by some
of Barbados’ Education officials.

Setting aside the logistical hiccups,
though unfortunate, according to the
Ministry officials earlier in the week,
the true test of the education-tourism ex-
perience and programme, is the educa-
tion aspect.

Parliamentary Secretary in the Mi-
nistry of Education, Science,Technology
and Innovation, Senator Harcourt
Husbands, told the media in a press con-
ference at the Ministry,“I think when all
is said and done, the real test of this
project is going to be the quality of the
educational services delivered.

“That if we fail in that area, that is
where it is going to be a challenge.”

Moreover, he added, “When you go
somewhere as a student you always ex-
perience all these challenges... the room,
the this, the that, the distance and so on.
But I mean, the quality of the educa-
tional services that we deliver, I think is
going to be the judge of the success of
[the project], as is with other people who
come here to go to University of the West
Indies, or those who come to go to the
American University [of Barbados] –
that’s it!”

And Husbands’ stance was shared
similarly by the Education Minister, who
extended the notion of education beyond
the classroom to the entire experience on
island.

Minister Ronald Jones denied that
damage control in the form of a local
contingent flying to the continent of
Africa to assuage concerns is the way to
go.

He said, “I do not know if we have to
pack someone with a suitcase and send
them off to Nigeria or any other place…
We are not strangers on the cricket field
… I don’t think we have to do any exten-
sive outreach or anything of that ilk.
Nigeria and Nigerian officials know
Barbados, our hospitality and what we
can do.”

Furthermore, he assured, “As Senator
Husbands has said, it is the quality of
the relationship they will experience
here in Barbados. Education is a rela-
tionship. When they move to Oistins,
Moontown, or Martin’s Bay, and they
move around Barbados and go to our
picnic spots, we are still by our nature
friendly and embracing people. That is
the greatest message you can send.”

Going ahead, the Minister is also hope-
ful that there will be no fall-out or back-
lash with regard to exploring more op-
portunities with Nigeria.

He affirmed,“Once the Nigerian High
Commissioner out of Trinidad comes…
I had a good conversation with him
about Barbados for the future and the
provision of educational services, not
only out of the Delta State, but wherever
there is a need that you think we can
uniquely satisfy, we will so do.” (KG)

Education
Experience
most significant

By Ashlee Cox

THE Class 3 students of
the West Terrace Primary
school were recently
elated, when they and
members of the school's
staff received a donation
of roughly 120 Samsung
galaxy Tablets.

Speaking to the media in a
brief interview, Hon. Donville
Inniss, Minister of Industry,
International Business, Com-
merce and Small Business
Development, and Parlia-
mentary Representative for
the St. James South Con-
stituency, explained that he
was extremely pleased to note
the immense contribution of
millionaire and sponsor Andy
Stewart, the Aron and
Christina Truss Foundation,
and the added work of
Columbus Business Solutions
(Flow) to the school.

“We've always said that it
is extremely important that
our kids today have access to
technology, and that they are
able to use it to the benefit of
themselves, their families and
the wider communities, and
what the Aron and Christina
Truss Foundation have been
doing throughout Barbados,
with the support of Mr.
Stewart and others, is ensur-
ing that our kids are equipped
with the tools necessary to
make that happen.

“West Terrace Primary
School is the 12th school to be
a beneficiary of the work of
that foundation, and the
Principal, staff and students
here this morning are so
elated to know that this has fi-
nally taken place,” he noted.

Explaining that they had
cautioned the students that

computers could also be dan-
gerous, he noted that the
schools would be ensuring
that there was no abuse to the
system, while stating that
they were satisfied that with
the “solid grounding in edu-
cation” that the youths would
have been receiving from their
capable teachers, along with
the support and guidance of
their parents, that they would

use the tools for the better-
ment of themselves and their
communities.

According to the Minister,
Columbus, in celebration with
the school, would also be pro-
viding them with an en-
hanced Internet broadband
service, as well as offering in-
ternet services to the parents
of the students of the West
Terrace Primary school.

“You know we are living in
a technological driven age,
and there is no sense saying
that and then doing things
that prohibit our young minds
from having access to it. I be-
lieve that Barbados does have
a great opportunity to have
technologically based services
become an important part of
our economy, and to really
drive it forward,” he added.

West Terrace students receive tablets
Here, the students of the West Terrace Primary School, happily showoff their brand new Samsung tablets!

Students of the West Terrace Primary eagerly accept their new tablets. 

       



IN an effort to raise funds
to undertake its projects,
the Barbados Museum
and Historical Society
(BMHS) will be staging a
Scarlet Gala in February.

This event, which is
slated for Saturday,
February 28th, is being
held for the second occa-
sion.

“The Scarlet Gala is the
Museum’s special bian-
nual black-tie fund-rais-
ing event, which focuses
on raising much needed
funds to assist with her-
itage education and pre-
servation programmes.

“The inaugural Gala
was held in 2013 when the
Barbados Museum and
Historical Society cele-
brated its 80th anniver-
sary milestone,” explained
Development Officer with
the BMHS, Linda Branch.

Branch further told re-

porters during Wednes-
day’s press launch that
fundraiser will be held on
grounds of the museum.
She added that there are
expecting “around 200
guests” to be in atten-
dance at the Scarlet Gala
which will take the format
of a cocktail reception
starting around 6:30 p.m.,
followed by dinner at 8
p.m. There will also be an
auction and door prizes to
be won by the Gala’s
guests.

Branch thanked the
supporters who have thus
far contributed to the or-
ganising of this fund-
raiser. She also urged
members of the business
sector to step up by giving
additional sponsorship or
support in kind or by re-
serving a table for the mu-
seum’s upcoming Gala to
be held next month. (MG)

THERE are aspects of the
Evidence (Amendment)
Act that can place a per-
son’s right to silence in
jeopardy and affect their
defence if their case goes
to court.

That is the contention
from Opposition Senator,
attorney-at-law, Senator
Wilfred Abrahams, who
raised the concern when
the Senate resumed de-
bate on the Evidence
(Amendment) Bill yester-
day, as the House looked
specifically at Clause 3 of
the Bill, which refers to
the “effects of accused’s
failure to mention facts
when questioned”.

Despite him holding
steadfast to his position,
the Clause was passed
with 10 of the 15 senators
present voting in favour of
it, three voted against it
and two abstained from
voting.

Senator Abrahams con-
tended that while he was
not trying to defeat the
Bill and considered other
aspects of the Bill to be
worthy, he felt that the
section in question would
present some prejudice
and to pass the Bill, with
that possibility being a se-
rious injustice to every ac-
cused person and anyone
coming before the court
expecting a fair trial.

“There is a statement
that we make in law: It is
better that a hundred
guilty men go free than
one innocent man be pun-
ished for something he did
not do. I am asking that
we look at this, not as
laypeople, but as legisla-
tors… let us think down
the road as to what will be
the implications of this.

“I guarantee you, I guar-
antee this Honourable
Chamber that if this

passes, this is going to be
the subject of a number of
constitutional motions,
and the first one being the
very first time it is ap-
plied,” he charged.

‘Makes no sense’
Abrahams said that

without the amendment,
the right to silence is ab-
solute and the accused
person is obliged to say
nothing at all, and the
Crown is obliged to prove
every element of the of-
fence against the accused,
and the accused does not
have respond, but he ar-
gued with the amendment
that will change.

“How can we sit here
and argue that nothing is
fundamentally changing
where we have inserted a
provision that says if I
choose to sit there and not
say a word, they can now
take a negative inference

from that; if I try to rely on
something in my defence,
then my right to silence is
not total anymore,” the
Senator stated.

His comments came as
he also suggested that it is
unreasonable for a person
to know fully what is rele-
vant to the case at the ini-
tial interview with police.
As such, he contended
that only when a person
knows what evidence has
been collected to prosecute
them, can they properly
construct a defence.

“It goes against all com-
mon sense for you to have
to present everything that
you may wish to rely on, in
the first hour that you are
picked up, while you are
in a panic because the po-
lice grabbed you out of
your house; while you are
in a panic because you
were thrown into a vehicle
and you have no clue as to

what is going on, your
thoughts are not in
order… 

“But what we are say-
ing is the Crown can pick
and question you when
you are in trial, they can
lay their evidence as the
trial goes on, but you now,

having had the benefit of
evidence that you had not
had before, choose to make
your defence, and some-
body can say ‘but why did
you not mention that at
the time that you were in
custody?’ It makes no
sense,” he argued. (JRT)

Opposition concerned about particular clause
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A GOVERNMENT sen-
ator is once again giv-
ing the assurance that
the amendments to the
Evidence Act do not in
any way contravene a
person’s right to si-
lence.

Leader of Government
Business in the Senate,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Trade, Sena-
tor Maxine McClean,
made the point in the Up-
per Chamber yesterday
morning when the Senate
resumed debate on the
Evidence (Amendment)
Bill.

She explained that
based on consultation
with personnel from the
Chief Parliamentary
Counsel’s office on the as-
pect of the Bill which
speaks to the right to si-
lence, she is confident that
that right, which is pro-
tected by the Constitution
of Barbados, will contin-
ued to be protected.

“There has always been
provision made to inform
people of course giving ev-
idence to his or her right to
remain silent, and indeed
the implications of re-
maining silent. This
amendment, from my
reading, and from the ex-
planations given to me,
Mr. Chairman, does not in
any way change that pro-
vision,” she said.

She added, “I am very
confident that this clause
does not in any way de-
tract from, reduce or

negate the rights of indi-
vidual citizens.”

Following a contribution
from Opposition Senator,
Wilfred Abrahams, during
which he outlined his con-
cerns about a person’s
right to silence being
eroded, Senator McClean
once again rose to address
the Chamber, and reiter-
ated that there was no
risk and things will not
change in relation the
right to silence.

“There is no risk to the
right to silence; one,
judges still have to direct
juries on the evidence… a
court can attach weight to
silence if it wants to, it can
also attach weight to
words given in a state-
ment, and so there is no
neutrality on one side and
not the other. So if you are
silent, that can be inter-
preted, when you speak
that can be interpreted,
and I think that is impor-
tant to understand,” she
added.

The Leader of Govern-
ment Business in the
Senate added that the
burden of proof still rests
on the prosecution, such
that where there are any
doubts a jury has to re-
solve the matter in favour
of the accused.

“My understanding of
what the lawyers have
told me is that, as I said
before, in the case of a
right to silence, nothing
has changed in terms of
that person’s right, and I

think that is important to
understand… 

“What is improved for
the individual citizen who
finds himself or herself in
this situation, is that there
is a method of collecting
that evidence which goes
before the court; a method
which better secures the
rights of the individual,
and I, Mr. Chairman, be-
lieve that as we amend

legislation, we are at risk
if we attempt to discuss
that legislation in the ab-
sence of an acceptance
that legislation is accom-
panied by regulations,”
she stated.

The Government sena-
tor therefore argued that
she is not convinced by the
Opposition’s notion that
there is any peril in the
legislation. (JRT)

No risk!

Senator Maxine McClean.

Development Officer with the Barbados Museum and
Historic Society, Linda Branch, speaking to re-
porters.

BMHS hosting
fund-raising Gala

       



THE official statement
from the Barbados
Community College
(BCC) is still yet to
come, however the
Minister of Education,
Science, Technology
and Innovation,
Ronald Jones has
given the green light,
saying that the terti-
ary educational insti-
tution will be ready by
month-end for the
unique cohort of
Nigerian students.

Making his comment
on Wednesday at the
Ministry in Constitution
Road, Jones said, “By the
end of this month
[January], those students
will be fully in their spe-
cial project… BCC is
moving rapidly to be in a
state of readiness.”

Seeking to alleviate
confusion surrounding
when exactly the course
will commence, the
Minister explained, “This
is a special project.This is
not taking the students
in this special project and
plonking them down next
to a student across the
system. This is a project

that stands alone on its
feet, so you don’t have to
move in all the students
at the same time.”

Jones added that the
students did not apply to
the school via the “nor-
mal routine”, he re-
minded, “This is a project
catering to approxi-
mately 90 students, ap-
proximately 50 of them or
so will be dealing with
Hospitality, Hospitality
Management, Tourism-
related Studies and the
whole issue of
Horticulture rather than
the broad spectrum of
Agriculture.”

And he attributed some
of the problems, which
have arisen to the
changes in start dates
which were due to cir-
cumstances beyond con-
trol.

He said that the pro-
gramme should have
been in place at the start
of the 2014/2015 aca-
demic year in September,
but there were interven-
ing issues, “the off, on-
again, off-again created
some of the environment
for this, including the ac-

commodation environ-
ment.”

However, from BCC it-
self, prior to the
Minister’s press confer-
ence, the Principal of
BCC Gladstone Best ear-
lier in the week told the

media, “We would not be
in a position to make a
comment on that [the
special project] as yet;
when we are ready we
will make full comments.
We will provide all of the
relevant information to

the media.We’re working
through all the processes
and we’ll make a full
statement to the media
as soon as we are ready.”

Mindful that regular

BCC students in all pro-
grammes restart January
20, 2015, Best stressed
that the institution will
give full information “in
due course”. (KG)
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Minister of
Environment and
Drainage Denis Lowe has
emphasised the need to
address the stray animal
situation in the island.

Making his contribution
during Tuesday’s debate
in the Lower House on the
Livestock Control of
Strays (Amendment) bill,
the MP for Christ Church
East noted that many of
the farmers in his con-
stituency have suffered
losses, sometimes “cata-
strophic", at the jaws of
not only stray animals but
those allowed to roam
freely by their owners.

“It really has caused a
lot of distress and disrup-
tion in my community, be-
cause of the contention be-
tween farmers and animal
owners and I applaud the
arrival of this amendment
to this legislation to this
house,” he said, pointing
out that it was not only
necessary to control stray
animals but to deal with
those contentions that
arise between land own-
ers and animal owners
that cause disruption in
the community.

Saying that there were
many stray animals in

parts of rural Barbados,
he admitted that there
was some truth that per-
sons slaughtered them
and marketed the meat.

“I think that it is impor-
tant that we understand
that there are risks in-
volved in a poorly man-
aged structure to control
these animals,” he added.

Lowe also highlighted
those persons who
brought exotic pets into
the island and after these
animals outgrew their
cages, loosed them into
the community.

“So you have snakes
and other types of exotic
animals that create haz-
ards for community and
therefore it is important
that we fully support this
legislation and that we
give those persons in au-
thority to control these
stray animals the full
backing of the law to en-
sure that they are able to
do their jobs,because from
time to time they go to res-
idences when there are
animals in distress or
stray animals and they
are run off as though they
have no right to go onto
these areas and seize
these animals,” he added.
(JMB)

SEVERAL changes have
been made to the
Livestock Control of
Strays Act.

Speaking in Parliament
on Tuesday, Minister of
Agriculture, Food,
Fisheries and Water
Resource Management
Dr. David Estwick out-
lined that the previous
legislation had not taken
into account several
areas, including that
there was no provision
made as to how many an-
imals could be accumu-
lated within a pound prior
to those particular ani-
mals being brought to
auction.

He pointed out that
pound keepers often
waited to accumulate a
large number of animals
before auctioning, which
led to high maintenance
costs.

“So within the new leg-
islation a set of clauses
would be given where
pound keeper did not
have to wait lengthy peri-
ods to put these animals
up for auction. In addi-
tion, we would look at pro-
tecting the pound keeper
in carrying out day to day

activities where at times
they are subjected to var-
ious abuses and assault
in impounding animals,”
he highlighted.

Estwick noted further
that there was an error in
the previous act that also
needed correcting.

“The previous legisla-
tion that we are amend-
ing had an error in it that
it allowed the pound
keeper to trespass and be
given the right to go on
private property and in
addition, going onto the
property of the owner of
the stray once it would
have strayed and confis-
cated the animal as a
stray while still on the
owner’s property. That
would have been an
anomaly of the highest
order and a contravention
of the law because it
would have been trespass-
ing,” he noted.

The minister stated
that one other issue that
was being addressed in
the new legislation was
that of farmers having an-
imals tied too close to a
major road, highlighting
that this will carry a $5
000 penalty. (JMB)

Estwick on
animals

ATTORNEY General and
Minister of Home Affairs
Adriel Brathwaite is con-
cerned about how some
Barbadians are treating
animals.

“About two weeks ago, I
was at the RSPCA and I
saw two dogs being
brought in on a vehicle
and I was able to count
every rib that each of the
two dogs had. I was very,
very saddened that either
someone could have
owned these animals and
treat them in such a man-
ner and/or that they had
been captured as strays,”
he added.

Brathwaite expressed
that there was a nature of
cruelty exhibited by some
citizens towards animals,
especially dogs, sheep,
cows and horses and out-
lined that it must stop to
an immediate halt.

“We really as a people
must do better and I be-
lieve that we need to find
some methodology to
make people account-
able,” he stated, while in
the Lower House on

Tuesday afternoon.
He also expressed con-

sternation at the fact that
horse owners, who had
the means to continue to
maintain these animals,
gave them to youngsters
could not adequately take
care of them.

“I don’t see anything
wrong with a youngster
having a racehorse, but
what I do have a problem
with is when those who
could afford to look after
them and ensure that
they can be properly nur-
tured, when the horses
reach the end of their use-
fulness, they are given
away or sell them know-
ing very likely that the
animal will not be able to
receive the care and at-
tention that they should
have.”

So my intervention is to
sensitise Barbadians to
the importance of looking
after their animals and
certainly the answer can-
not be that as soon as the
animal has served its use-
fulness...that you let them
loose,” he stressed. (JMB)

Brathwaite on
animal cruelty

Lowe addresses
stray animals

BCC being
readied

Minister of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation, Ronald Jones
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CO-OPERATION from
Back Page  

“We looked at the actual
process of how we do
analysis, understand the
situation, go from under-
standing our capabilities
and limitations, not of
only each individual coun-
try but across the entire
region from as far as
Belize, Antigua and
Barbuda and all around
the coasts and through
that planning and friend-
ships and the under-
standing of our own is-
sues, they have been able
to provide a comprehen-
sive plan for the future to
be able to combat any is-
sues that may face them
on the high seas regards
to global maritime secu-
rity,” he stated. (JMB)

Planning for
maritime security

Lieutenant Graham Rocheford of the Barbados Coast Guard (at left) receives his
certificate from Commander Aquinas Clarke

Station Sergeant Glenville Alleyne of the Royal Barbados Police Force Marine
Unit as he received his certificate 

Petty Officer of the Barbados Coast Guard Stephen
Cox as he was handed his official document

Royal Barbados Police Force Marine Unit’s Sergeant O’Connor Forde accepts his
course completion document

ASL Jamal Crick is presented with his certification

     



SINCE the terror attacks of September 11, 2001
in the United States, there has been much argu-
ment over the security of our borders and to
what extent security measures should impact
on a person’s right to privacy.

This debate has now returned full force with
the hostage situation in an Australian cafe on
December 15 by an Iranian refugee, and the ter-
rorist attacks on a newspaper and grocery store
in Paris on January 9. Up to press time, there
was another assault on a post office in a Paris
suburb while an ‘anti-terror raid’ resulted in the
uncovering of another possible terror plot in
Brussels, Belgium. As a result, most countries
are reviewing their security measures with some
considering the use of full-body scanners, the
latest in security equipment.

Some people are already expressing concern at
this heightened terrorist activity, as the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
warned of hard-to-detect bombs that standard
metal detectors cannot uncover. Hence the sug-
gestion for more use of full body scanners. In the
Middle East, Europe and Africa, some airports
are insisting that your cellphone should be
charged before boarding an aircraft to check that
the device is legitimate and not a part for a bomb
or an apparatus to be used for terror activity.
Such is the nature of the upgraded terror land-
scape that travellers and citizens of targeted
countries are facing. In America, particularly,
fliers have come to terms with the combination
of metal-detector archways, body scanners and
hand-wand searchs and physical pat-downs, as
they recognise the need to keep their borders
safe.

In the US, there is a greater sense of urgency
to introduce full-body scanners because they
have been actively targeted for attacks by al-
Qaeda and more recently ISIS. Undoubtedly, all
governments must recognise the potential dan-
ger that each country faces from acts of terror –
especially with the recent examples in Europe.
It seems clear that security measures at 
airports worldwide will be reviewed and it is in-
cumbent upon passengers to support improved
security. Now that the world is at a heightened
alert level, national security should supersede an
individual’s right to privacy.The evidence is clear
that complacency is not to be tolerated and 
vigilance is key.

Security affects all of us. In fact, bearing in
mind that the Caribbean – Barbados in partic-
ular – is a hub for travel to other destinations,
we too should be on heightened alert and give
much thought to increased security at our points
of entry. Now would be a good time to reconsider
the introduction of fingerprinting, which met
with some opposition previously. A few years
ago, there were calls to improve the ‘monitoring
of arrivals’ into this island and the review of our
immigration policy was also on the cards. Out of
this, one hopes that any necessary amendments
to the way we operate at our entry points will be
identified and enacted so that Barbados can take
the necessary steps to protect its citizens. We
must take measures to protect our country now,
and like other countries that are strengthening
their security, make national security one of our
main priorities this year.

Editorial

Security
should be 
a priority

United Nations (United
States) – The Ebola crisis
has “passed the tipping
point” and there is now a
reasonable chance the
deadly outbreak could
end quickly, the UN 
special envoy said on
Thursday.

UN Ebola coordinator
David Nabarro welcomed
fresh data from the World
Health Organisation
showing that all three
hardest-hit countries in
West Africa had regis-
tered the lowest weekly
tally of new cases in
months.

“I’m absolutely de-
lighted to see that the in-
cidence of confirmed
Ebola cases week-on-
week is reducing,”
Nabarro told AFP in an
interview.

“This suggests that we
have passed the tipping
point and we are begin-
ning to be on the down-
ward slope of the out-

break,” he said.
Liberia reported its

lowest weekly number of
new cases since early
June, while Guinea and
Sierra Leone both saw the
fewest new cases since
August.

More than 8 400 people
have died since the Ebola
outbreak began in Guinea
in December 2013, nearly
all of them in the three
hardest-hit countries:
Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone.

Stopping transmission
Nabarro cautioned that
more efforts were needed
to end the outbreak but if
regulations and practices
put in place to combat
transmission are upheld,
the downward trend will
continue.

“If services are well
used, frankly, transmis-
sion drops like a stone, so
it could easily end up that
transmission will stop in

a relatively short period,”
he said.

“It’s not an unreason-
able thing to be talking in
terms of rapid cessation.”

A US study released
this week said Liberia,
the worst-affected coun-
try, could see an end to the
epidemic in June, while
Sierra Leone’s govern-
ment has set a target of
being Ebola-free by the
end of May.

The United Nations,
which is leading the in-
ternational response to
the Ebola crisis, has
shifted to a “Phase II” ap-
proach that focuses more
on contact tracing than
emergency treatment,
said Nabarro.

A key challenge in the
coming weeks will be to
prevent complacency in
communities that have
observed strict rules on
physical contact to pre-
vent the spread.

“People are itching to

get back to touching each
other,” said Nabarro, who
just returned from his
sixth trip to West Africa.
“Will that in turn lead to
more transmission and
risk? That’s the worry.”

The United Nations has
come under harsh criti-
cism by non-governmen-
tal organisations for its
slow response to the epi-
demic and is facing calls
for a review of the failings
in addressing the Ebola
crisis.

The WHO executive
board is due to engage in
some soul-searching
about its handling of 
the Ebola crisis at a meet-
ing in Geneva on January
21.

“We will need to have a
much stronger global
health institution that is
better able to respond,”
said Nabarro.

“There is no reason why
the WHO can’t reorgan-
ise itself to do that.”

Supreme Court to decide if
states can ban gay marriage

UN Ebola czar says epidemic
has ‘passed the tipping point’

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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WASHINGTON – The
US Supreme Court yes-
terday agreed to decide
whether states can ban
gay marriage, delving
into a contentious social
issue in what will be one
of the most anticipated
rulings of the year.

The court, in a brief
order, said it would hear
cases concerning mar-
riage restrictions in
Michigan, Kentucky,
Ohio and Tennessee. The
ruling, due by the end of
June, will determine
whether 14 remaining
state bans will be struck
down.

The court said it will
decide two questions:
Whether states must al-
lows same-sex couples to
marry and whether
states must recognise
same-sex marriages that
take place out-of-state.
The court will hear an ex-
tended two and a half
hours of oral arguments
in April.

There has already been
a legal sea change on the

issue, thanks in large
part to the Supreme
Court’s prompting. It
began in earnest in June
2013 when the court
struck down a federal law
that restricted, for the
purpose of federal bene-
fits, the definition of 
marriage to heterosexual
couples.

Judges around the
country later seized on
the language in the deci-
sion, written by swing
vote Justice Anthony
Kennedy, to strike down a
series of state bans.

At the time of the 2013
ruling, only 12 states had
authorised gay marriage.
It is now legal in 36 of the
50 states.

Although the gathering
momentum toward gay
marriage has been
prompted largely by the
courts, opinion polls show
that support among
Americans has been ris-
ing in recent years. But
many conservative
Christians remain stead-
fastly opposed.

The court’s expected
ruling in June would
come as the field of candi-
dates for the 2016 US
presidential election
takes shape, and the
issue could factor into the
race. Democrats are 
generally in favour of 
gay marriage while
Republicans are divided
on the issue.

The primary legal issue
is whether the state bans
and the refusal to recog-
nise out-of-state mar-
riages violates the US
Constitution’s guarantee
of equal protection under
the law.

As recently as October,
the court decided not to
intervene in the gay mar-
riage issue when seven
cases from five states
were pending. That deci-
sion not to hear the dis-
putes had huge legal im-
plications because it
meant that gay marriage
went ahead in five states
and paved the way for it
to begin in several oth-
ers.

A Nov. 6 decision by the
Cincinnati-based 6th US
Circuit Court of Appeals
to uphold marriage re-
strictions in four states
increased pressure on the
Supreme Court to take
up the matter. It was the
first of the nation’s re-
gional federal appeals
courts to uphold gay mar-
riage prohibitions after
the wave of other rulings
declaring the bans un-
constitutional.

The Supreme Court is
divided on gay rights,
with Kennedy likely to be
the key vote. It is not
known how he would rule
on gay marriage but he
has a history of backing
gay rights.

Litigation in other
cases continues in lower
courts. Last week, a fed-
eral appeals court in New
Orleans heard oral argu-
ments over gay marriage
bans in Texas, Louisiana
and Mississippi. Earlier
this week, a judge in
South Dakota struck
down that state’s ban.

          

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75096&ReturnUrl=mailto:news@barbadosadvocate.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75096&ReturnUrl=http://www.barbadosadvocate.com
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TECHNOLOGY
Minister Phillip
Paulwell on Thursday
approved the transfer
of control of Columbus
Communications
Jamaica Limited
(Flow) and Columbus
Networks Jamaica
Limited (CNJL) from
their parent company
Columbus
International Inc. to
Cable and Wireless
Communications
(CWC) Plc.

The technology min-
istry, in a statement on
Thursday evening, said
Minister Paulwell sought
the advice of the Office of
Utilities Regulation
(OUR), and also relied on
the previous advice re-
ceived from the attorney
general in relation to the
Digicel-Claro merger,
that the

Telecommunications Act
did not expressly autho-
rise him to impose condi-
tions in relation to the
transaction.

“Nonetheless, taking
into consideration the
various concerns and
views expressed publicly
regarding the possible im-
plications of the transac-
tion ... certain assurances
were sought and re-
ceived,” Paulwell said.

These, however, did not
include the existing ter-
mination rates agreed as
a part of existing inter-
connection agreements,
which will remain in ef-
fect until a new fixed ter-
mination rate is estab-
lished by the OUR.

In addition, Cable and
Wireless, which trades in
Jamaica as LIME, will be
required to:

• Observe and comply

with any limitations and
or requirements of the li-
cences whose control are
being transferred to
CWC;

• Allow customers to
keep their existing pack-
ages or transfer to a more
favourable one should
there be a rationalisation
of the networks and/or
the provision of different
service packages offered
by Flow and LIME;

• Provide access to in-
ternational bandwidth on
a non-discriminatory
basis;

• Ensure that all efforts
and resources will be pro-
vided to ensure that the
operations of LIME and
Flow are ready to enable
the implementation of
number portability by
May 31, 2015;

• Ensure that other li-
cencees are provided with

non-discriminatory ac-
cess to tangibles (includ-
ing ducts, poles and land-
ing stations) which could
act as a competitive bot-
tleneck prior to the devel-
opment of rules govern-
ing infrastructure shar-
ing.

“With respect to access
to international band-
width through their sub-
sea joint venture, CNL-
CWC Networks, Inc.
(“JVCO”), CWC has indi-
cated that the proposed
CWC/Columbus merger
has a zero net impact on
JVCO or the subsea sys-
tems in Jamaica, which
were already effectively
operating together since
the closing of the JVCO
transaction in June
2013,” said Paulwell.
“JVCO nevertheless has
sought to address the con-
cerns by offering to con-
tinue to operate the sub-
sea network business in-
dependently of the other
business lines of

CWC/Columbus, as it has
to date, in providing all
carrier and service
provider customers with
the requisite contractual
assurances of confiden-
tiality and that its infor-
mation will not be used
for unlawful activities
such as price-fixing, and
other anti-competitive be-
haviour,” the minister
added.

Cable and Wireless, last
November, formally ad-
vised the technology min-
ister of its agreement to
acquire all the shares of
Columbus International
Inc. and concurrently re-
quested ministerial ap-
proval.

The planned take-over,
however, was criticised by
telecommunications
provider Digicel and
other organisations and
groups in Jamaica and
the Eastern Caribbean.

LIME Jamaica
Chairman Chris Dehring
said, however, that

Digicel still holds the
lion’s share of mobile sub-
scribers at 2.2 million,
compared to LIME’s 750
000, the Observer report
said. He said, too, that
Digicel has the buying
dominance, based on mar-
ket share, and could build
their own fibre and link
up with the Cayman
Islands and into the
United States.

The merger would re-
sult in LIME holding the
largest market share in
broadband and cable TV,
which equates to 130 000
broadband subscribers
with Digicel at 40 000 wi-
max broadband sub-
scribers. Dehring
stressed, however, that
the market potential re-
mained largely untapped
at 850 000 serviceable
households.

LIME, at the same
time, is expecting to grow
its annual revenues to
US$281 million with the
Flow acquisition.

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – The Regional
Judicial and Legal
Services Commission
(RJLSC) yesterday an-
nounced the appointment
of Justice Maureen
Rajnauth-Lee as a judge
to the Trinidad-based
Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ).

“Judges appointed to
the CCJ are evaluated on
the basis of wide-ranging
criteria that include expe-
rience, high moral charac-
ter, intellectual and ana-
lytical ability, sound
judgement, integrity and
an understanding of peo-
ple and society,” the
RJLSC said in a state-
ment.

It said she was selected
from among applicants
from the Caribbean,
North America and
Eastern Europe.

The Trinidad-born
Justice Rajnauth-Lee is a
Court of Appeal Judge on
her country and will as-
sume her new post in
April.

A First Class Honours
graduate of the University
of the West Indies (UWI)
as well as the Hugh
Wooding Law School she
was admitted to the prac-
tice of law in Trinidad and
Tobago in 1980.

The former State
Counsel in the Solicitor
General’s Department in
Trinidad and Tobago was,

for many years as a mem-
ber and then Vice-
Chairman of the
Disciplinary Committee of
the Law Association.

She was appointed a
judge in 2001 and was el-
evated to the Court of
Appeal a year later.

Justice Rajnauth-Lee is
a member of the
International Association
of Women Judges. She
was a member of the
Steering Committee and

now serves as Vice-
President of the
Caribbean Association of
Women Judges. She is
Vice-President of the
Trinidad and Tobago
Association of Women
Judges.She is also a mem-
ber of the Caribbean
Association of Judicial
Officers. Mme. Justice
Rajnauth-Lee is a certi-
fied Mediator and a
Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators.

WASHINGTON D.C.,
United States – The
United States is calling on
Haiti and Suriname to im-
prove their performances
on fiscal transparency.

The US State
Department has released
the 2014 Fiscal
Transparency Report and
notes that the two
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) countries are
the only Caribbean coun-
tries among 50 surveyed
worldwide.

In the report, the Office
of Monetary Affairs
(OMA) which monitors
global macroeconomic de-
velopments and works to
prevent and resolve finan-
cial crises in countries
where U.S. interests are
at risk, notes that al-
though Haiti’s budget is
publicly available, the
country’s process for
granting natural resource
contracts lacks trans-
parency and information
on natural resources con-
tracts is not published.

“Haiti’s budget process
does not consistently fol-
low the country’s estab-
lished timetable and does
not include earnings from
significant state-owned

enterprises.
“Haiti’s fiscal trans-

parency would be en-
hanced by improving the
transparency of its system
governing natural re-
source contracts, more
closely following its
budget timetable, and im-
proving reporting for
state-owned enterprises,”
the report noted.

Regarding Suriname,
the OMA which promotes
debt relief through the
Paris Club, said Suriname
does not fully report on
the financial performance
of some significant state-
owned enterprise and re-
lated government trans-
fers.

“The executive branch
often fails to provide
Suriname’s supreme
audit institution with suf-
ficient information to con-
duct thorough oversight.”

The OMA said the Desi
Bouterse government
“does not disclose informa-
tion about how it awards
natural resource contracts
and licenses, nor does it
disclose basic information
on awards granted.

“Suriname’s fiscal
transparency would be en-
hanced by improving the

transparency and report-
ing of natural resource
contracts, providing more
robust reporting for state-
owned enterprises, and
strengthening its auditing
function,” the report
stated.

The OMA which as-
sesses whether govern-
ments that receive US as-
sistance meet minimum
requirements of fiscal
transparency, has been
compiling the annual re-
port since 2008.

“Reviews of the fiscal
transparency of govern-
ments that receive U.S.as-
sistance help to ensure
that U.S. taxpayer money
is used appropriately and
to sustain a dialogue with
governments to improve
their fiscal performance,
leading to greater macro-
economic stability and
better development out-
comes,” according to a
press release issued by 
the US Embassy in
Suriname.

It said that “trans-
parency also provides a
window into government
budgets for citizens of any
country, helping them to
hold their leadership ac-
countable”.

Jamaica gives green light 

Two CARICOM countries
run afoul of US fiscal
transparency measures

Trinidadian appointed
a judge with the CCJ

Justice Maureen Rajnauth-Lee.

– to CWC’s control of
Columbus International
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PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad – The
Trinidad and Tobago
government has reiter-
ated its position that
the drop in oil prices on
the global market is not
a signal for a sudden
change in its economic
development policies.

“We have the capacity,
we have the will and we
have passion to secure our
future and we will emerge
stronger, together,” Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar told business
leaders at a meeting here
on Thursday night.

Oil prices have dropped
significantly from a high
of US$104 a barrel in June
to less than US$50 a bar-
rel this week.

The government has
said that the island has
lost approximately $TT7.5
billion as a result of the oil
price situation and last
week Thursday  Prime
Minister in an address to
the nation outlined meas-
ures which she said her
administration would take
to lessen the impact on the
local economy.

But it has already prom-
ised there would be no job
cuts or cuts in social pro-
grammes.

A government state-
ment issued after the talks
said the prime minister
held an “important conver-
sation with the business
community”and that “rep-
resentatives endorsed the
approach taken in dealing
with the current environ-
ment, and expressed their
commitment to working
with the Government on
projects and initiatives to
further expand the econ-
omy”.

The statement quoted
Prime Minister Persad-
Bissessar as assuring
“business people that she
would ensure that the
present challenges are
managed in a way that
places people and country
first, and also a strong
focus on preserving the
economic and social stabil-
ity.

“She noted that the
Government’s first ap-
proach includes review of
our PSIP (Public Sector
Investment Programme)
and recurrent expenditure
with the aim of identify-
ing savings of approxi-
mately TT$4.5 billion (One
TT dollar=US$0.16

cents).”
She said that further

savings would be “derived
from a lower oil price gen-
erating a lower demand on
Government for the petro-
leum subsidy, adjusted
possibly to TT$1.7 billion.

“With the best made
plans, accelerating devel-
opment, increased growth
and stability, it is the peo-
ple we depend on to make
it happen.

“Sectors cannot expand,
the economy cannot grow,
the future cannot be se-
cured unless the policies
we implement and the vi-
sion we pursue place the
people as the drivers of
progress,” the statement
quoted the Prime Minister

as saying.
It said “business people

endorsed the statements
made by Prime Minister
Persad-Bissessar and wel-
comed the thrust to en-
gage the private sector in
Public-Private Partner-
ships” and that the busi-
ness representatives had
identified “two issues that
are critical to their opera-
tions – shortage of labour
and foreign exchange”.

The statement said that
the Ministers of Finance
and the Minister of Trade,
Industry and Commerce
were mandated to meet as
a matter of urgency to de-
velop a sustainable plan to
manage foreign exchange
supply.

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada
– The Grenada govern-
ment says it will not apol-
ogise to any country, in-
cluding China, for pub-
licly disclosing the names
of agencies, institutions or
countries that have come
forward and assist the is-
land with dealing with its
multi-million-dollar debt.

“As a nation we are be-
ginning to reap the fruits
of our endeavours, more
grants, debt restructur-
ing, higher growth and we
have a right to say who
gave us debt restructur-
ing and we cannot apolo-
gise for this.

“If somebody is good
enough to give us 30
something million dollars
we should say so, and no
one has a right to dis-
agree,” Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell said.

On Sunday, China’s am-
bassador to Grenada Ou
Boqian walked out of a
function while a junior
government minister was
making reference to an
agreement reached be-
tween Taiwan and
Grenada over a long
standing debt.

Under the terms of the
agreement, the balance of
the loan will be repayable
over 15 years, including a
grace period of three and
a half years, at an interest
rate of seven per cent.

The agreement also in-
cludes a ‘hurricane
clause’, which will allow
Grenada to defer pay-
ments for a predeter-
mined period should a
natural disaster compro-
mise the Government’s
ability to service debt in a
timely manner in the fu-
ture.

Parliament Secretary
for Information in the
Office of the Prime
Minister Winston
Garraway was at the time
addressing the annual

Media Association of
Grenada (MWAG)
Awards ceremony when
he made reference to the
decision by Taiwan, which
Beijing regards as a rene-
gade province, to reduce
by 50 per cent, the EC$60
million (One EC
dollar=US$0.37 cents)
the island owes for loans
contracted over a 10 year
period.

Prime Minister
Mitchell had told televi-
sion viewers last week
that St. George’s will only
have to repay approxi-
mately EC$30 million of
the loans which became
an issue when Grenada
severed diplomatic rela-
tions with Taipei in 2005.
Grenada established
diplomatic relations with
china that same year.

The Chinese diplomat,
accompanied by another
Chinese official, remained
outside the Grenada
Trade Centre until
Garraway had concluded
his address.

Journalist Michael
Bascombe, who delivered
the feature address at the
awards ceremony, later
posted on his Facebook
site that “there was an
unfortunate situation
which bothered me for the
rest of the proceedings
when the Chinese
Ambassador exited
briefly during the
Minister’s remarks.

“All I will say is that
there is a time and place
for everything and cer-

tainly last night was not
the time or place,” he
wrote.

Mitchell, speaking at
the signing ceremony
here insisted “it’s our
right to say so, our sover-
eignty cannot be comprise
by anyone.

“I think that must be
loud and clear, mutual re-
spect and sovereignty and
independence of this
country and we must not
compromise on this,” he
said.

“When our policy differ
from that of our friends
we have to tell them so
and therefore if any one
comes forward and pro-
vide serious support to us
we ought not to be afraid
to thank them publicly
and otherwise and I don’t
see how anyone could not
be happy with this,
whether its America,
Canada or whether its
Germany, wherever,” Dr.
Mitchell said while ex-
plaining that not too long
ago Grenada had to coun-
sel America about contin-
uing its embargo on
Cuba.

The Chinese Embassy
here has not commented
on the incident but the
Chinese ambassador is
reported to have objected
to the wording of the news
release announcing the
deal reached with Taipei.

Grenada established
diplomatic relations with
China in 2005, the same
year it broke off relations
with Taipei.

RELATIVES of five stu-
dents who died when a
minibus plunged into
the sea at Rock Gutter,
St. Vincent have asked
for a single funeral and
burial ceremony, I-
Witness News reported.

Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves said the fu-

neral has been tenta-
tively set for January 25
at the Fancy Hardcourt.

“We will persist in this
exercise until we find
them, or until the pro-
fessionals, in consulta-
tion with the families,
consider otherwise,” I-
Witness News quotes

Gonsalves as saying 
on radio on Thursday
in his latest address to
the nation since the
tragedy.

Meanwhile, the search
continues for two others
who are missing at sea
as a result of the acci-
dent.

T&T gov’t says oil price
drop has resulted in
TT$7.5 billion loss

St. Vincent prepares to bury
Rock Gutter tragedy victims

Grenada debt agreement with
Taiwan strains Chinese relations

Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell.

Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar.
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GUYANA’S President
Donald Ramotar on
Thursday evening hosted 
a 40-strong Surinamese
business delegation here in
Guyana for the first ever
‘Trade Mission’ meant to
bolster ties between the two
countries.

And seizing the moment,
he made the point that while
Caribbean integration is not
necessarily the success story it
ought to be as yet, the situation
can be changed through greater
links between CARICOM coun-

tries.
The President also used the

opportunity to stress that
greater government-to-govern-
ment relations makes for bet-
ter private sector relations.

“We are leaders,” he said.“And
not only do we belong to CARI-
COM, but we are neighbours;
and the development of our
countries is extremely impor-
tant to give a higher quality of
life to our people.”

Warming to the topic,
President Ramotar said: “We
can use the synergies of the pri-

vate sector, but if countries are
to create partnerships, we need
to create new links and expand

where we are limited in expand-
ing business in making them
much bigger and stronger.”

The two countries, he said,
have a lot to contribute in terms
of their contributions to the rest
of the region. He also used the
opportunity to speak to the op-
portunities that exist within the
current threat of food security.

According to the President, a
four-billion-dollar opportunity
presents itself each year when
CARICOM decides to import 
its produce. “US$4 billion is 
not small money,” President
Ramotar said, adding that the
issue of the regions enormous
import bill was raised as recent
as the Fifth CARICOM/Cuba
Summit in early December in
Havana.

“I mentioned that if you add
Cuba, it would be US$5 billion.
And President Raul Castro said,
‘No! Put two!’ Making it US$6
billion that we import in food.”

The President hosted
Thursday evening’s reception 
at the Princess Hotel, which
saw in attendance Housing
Minister, Irfaan Ali;
Surinamese Trade Minister,
Don Tosendjojo, as well as
Guyanese Foreign Trade
Minister, Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett.

President Ramotar was
adamant that there needs to be
some form of commonality be-
tween the two countries in order
to cut down on the cross-border
smuggling.

BRUSSELS, Belgium – The
European Union (EU) says it
has agreed with Cuba to meet
in early March for a third round
of negotiations aimed at nor-
malising ties.

The agreement comes less
than a month after a historic
breakthrough between Havana
and Washington.

The EU and Cuba, which
began normalisation talks last
year after ties were suspended
in 2003, had initially planned to

hold a third round in December
before they were called off
twice.

“Now there is a new date for
a round of negotiations on
March 4 and 5,” an EU diplo-
mat said. “The EU condition is
that Cuba does not ask for re-
strictions on the subjects dis-
cussed, particularly on human
rights issues and the role of
civil society.”

Two rounds of talks were
held last year; but, in

December, Cuba suspended a
planned third round, “which
would have tackled the sensi-
tive rights dossier,” according
to EU News.

The EU said the two sides
agreed in principle to meet
again in early March in the
Cuban capital, Havana.

EU foreign affairs chief
Federica Mogherini welcomed
a breakthrough US-Cuba ac-
cord last month to re-establish
diplomatic relations after more

than 50 years as a “historical
turning point.”

Mogherini said, at the same
time, that the EU also hoped
ultimately to be able to “expand
relations with all parts of
Cuban society.”

The EU said ties with Cuba
were suspended in 2003 when
Havana launched a crackdown
and jailed 75 dissidents in a di-
rect response to calls for liber-
alisation and greater respect
for human rights.

The EU said Cuba is the
Americas’ only one-party, com-
munist-ruled state “and is
alone in Latin America in not
having a political dialogue with
the EU.”

The EU said it bases its ap-
proach to Cuba on a 1996 “com-
mon position” document, which
states that “economic co-opera-
tion must go hand in hand with
advances towards a pluralistic
democracy and respect of
human rights.”

Members of the Surinamese delegation respond to a query from a potential customer.

Guyana’s President Donald Ramotar (right) and head of the Surinamese delegation to the
Summit, Trade Minister, Mr. Don Tosendjojo, engage each other at Thursday evening’s reception at
the Princess Hotel.

All eyes on Region’s
multi-billion-dollar
food import bill 
– as Guyana/Suriname talk
business at Trade Summit

Cuba, EU agree to new talks following historic breakthrough with US
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BRITAIN and the US
are to share expertise
on preventing radical-
ism and tackling do-
mestic “violent extrem-
ism”.

Prime Minister David
Cameron announced the
move following talks with
President Barack Obama
at the White House, warn-
ing that they both faced a
“poisonous and fanatical
ideology”.

The taskforce will report
back to the two leaders
within six months.

Cameron also said Bri-
tain would deploy more
unarmed drones to help
ground forces tackle
Islamic State.

The prime minister is on
a two-day visit to Washing-
ton for talks with Pre-
sident Obama, likely to be
his final Washington visit
before the UK general elec-
tion in May.

At a press conference in
the White House, Obama
hailed Cameron as a “great
friend” while the British
prime minister said the
US was a “kindred spirit”.

The talks between the
two leaders come a week
after the deadly terrorist
attacks in Paris which
killed 17 people.

Concerns over additio-
nal attacks by Islamic ex-
tremists intensified on
Thursday,after two people
were killed during a tar-
geted anti-terror raid by

police in Belgium, to pre-
empt what officials there
called a major impending
attack.

‘Fanatical ideology’
UK police have said

there is “heightened con-
cern” about the risk to the
UK’s Jewish communities
in the wake of last week’s
attacks and are consider-
ing stepping up patrols in
certain areas.

At a press conference in
the White House, Came-
ron said:“We face a poison-
ous and fanatical ideology
that wants to pervert one
of the world’s major reli-
gions, Islam, and create
conflict, terror and death.

“With our allies we will
confront it wherever it ap-
pears.”

President Obama said
the US, UK and its allies
were “working seamlessly

to prevent attacks and de-
feat these terrorist net-
works”.

Asked whether an at-
tack was “imminent” in
Britain, Cameron said the
terror threat level, set in-
dependently by the Joint
Terrorism Assessment
Centre, was currently at
“severe” – meaning an at-
tack is “highly likely”.

He warned that the fight
against terrorism “is going

to be a long, patient and
hard struggle” but added
that he was “quite con-
vinced we will overcome it”
due to the strength of the
West’s values.

However, he stressed
that “everyone” had a role
to play in keeping commu-
nities safe, warning: “You
cannot simply rely on
policing and security.”

As the press conference
took place, it emerged that

counter-terrorism officers
have arrested an 18-year-
old woman at Stansted
Airport on suspicion of ter-
rorism offences.

The UK prime minister
also announced that the
UK will send an additional
1 000 troops to take part in
NATO military exercises
in the Baltic states and
eastern Europe amid
heightened tensions in the
region following Russia’s
conflict with Ukraine.

Cameron cautioned
against applying further
sanctions to Iran over its
nuclear programme,warn-
ing that it would be
“counter-productive” and
could undermine efforts
for a diplomatic solution.

He said the UK and US
remained committed to en-
suring Iran cannot develop
a nuclear weapon, but
added: “The best way to
achieve that now is to cre-
ate the space for negotia-
tions to succeed.”

Cameron said he had
called “a couple”of US sen-
ators earlier in the day to
make the case against fur-
ther economic penalties
while talks are ongoing.

Six world powers want
Iran to curb its nuclear
programme in return for
the lifting of sanctions.

An interim deal was
struck in November 2013
but deadlines for a com-
prehensive deal have since
been missed.

David Cameron, Obama in anti-terror push

THE US Department of
Defence is to send 400
troops and hundreds of
support staff to train
moderate rebels against
Islamic State (IS) in
Syria.

It is not yet clear where
the troops will be drawn
from or where they will
be based, though Turkey,
Qatar and Saudi Arabia
have offered to host
them.

The US aims to train
more than 5 000 rebels
annually for three years.

It marks an expansion
in the US training of
Syrian rebels which
began in March 2013 in
Jordan.

This covert programme
was led by the CIA. In

October 2014 it was an-
nounced that the project
would be escalated and a
parallel Pentagon pro-
gramme established.

The latest announce-
ment comes days after
senior US officials met
Syrian opposition leaders
in Istanbul, Turkey.

The US hopes that by
training the rebels, they
will be more effective in
the fight against IS mili-
tants.

Across the border in
Iraq, the US has sent
more than 3 000 troops
to train Iraqi and
Kurdish forces.

Critics of the training
mission say it is too small
and too slow to be effec-
tive against IS. The CIA

estimates that the group
may have as many as 
31 500 fighters.

There are also concerns

that the US may end up
training rebels linked to
other extremist groups
such as the al-Qaeda af-

filiate the Nusra Front.
The US has been car-

rying out air strikes
against IS in Iraq and

Syria since August as
part of an international
coalition to “degrade and
destroy” the group.

US to send 400
troops to train
Syrian rebels

Barack Obama described Cameron as “a great friend”.

It is hoped that more than 15 000 troops will be trained by 2018.
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TWELVE suspects are being
held by police in the Paris
region over last week’s at-
tacks in the French capital
that killed 17 people.

They are being questioned
about “possible logistical sup-
port”, such as weapons or vehi-
cles, they could have given the
three gunmen, police say.

Police conducted raids in five
towns in the Paris region.

Last week’s violence began
with an attack by two gunmen
on Charlie Hebdo magazine,
which left 12 people dead.

A day later – on 8 January – a
policewoman was shot dead by
gunman Amedy Coulibaly while
responding to a traffic accident
in the south of Paris.

Four more people who were
held hostage by Coulibaly were
killed on January 9  when police
stormed a kosher supermarket.
Coulibaly was shot dead by po-
lice. Police also killed the two
gunmen responsible for the
Charlie Hebdo attack – Said and
Cherif Kouachi – outside a
warehouse near Paris earlier
that day.

Three members of the maga-
zine’s staff were buried yester-
day, including the editor Ste-

phane Charbonnier, also known
as Charb. Bagpipers played
Amazing Grace at his funeral in
the Pontoise district of Paris.

In the latest development, po-
lice carried out raids in the

towns of Montrouge, Grigny,
Chatenay-Malabry, Epinay-sur-
Seine and Fleury-Merogis
overnight, iTele reported.

Also yesterday, the Gare de
l’Est train station in Paris was

evacuated for an hour over a
bomb threat, train operator
SNCF stated. Services resumed
at 09:00 local time (08:00 GMT),
SNCF said, without giving fur-
ther details.

French authorities say that
about 120 000 police and sol-
diers are now mobilised across
France and that anti-terror
plans remain in place.

Prime Minister Manuel Valls
said yesterday that France and
Belgium were facing the same
threats, but added that there
were no links between the
events in France and Belgium’s
anti-terror raid on Thursday.

Spain has also launched an
inquiry after it was revealed
that one of the Paris gunmen,
Amedy Coulibaly, had visited
Madrid days before the attacks.

US Secretary of State John
Kerry is in Paris to pay tribute
to those killed in the attacks.

He hugged French President
Francois Hollande, saying: “We
share the pain and the horror of
everything that you went
through.”

Hollande said: “You’ve been
victims yourself of an excep-
tional terrorist attack on
September 11 [2001]. You know
what it means for a country.”

Twelve suspects held overnight
in connection with Paris attacks

Paris has been on high alert following last week’s attacks.

KIEV, Ukraine – Ukraine peace
talks failed yesterday as hostili-
ties intensified between govern-
ment forces and Russian-backed
separatists in the east.

The escalation in fighting has
centred on the airport of the re-
bel stronghold, Donetsk, where
rebel militia have renewed ef-
forts to dislodge government
troops.Separatists say they have
almost total control over the
civilian terminal,but Ukrainian
troops say they still hold parts of
the building.

Representatives from Ukraine
and Russia, separatist envoys
and officials of the Organisation
for Security and Co-operation in
Europe had been set to meet yes-
terday in Minsk, Belarus, to dis-
cuss firming up a cease-fire to be
monitored by the OSCE.

Rebel envoy Denis Pushilin,
speaking in Minsk, blamed
Ukrainians for the worsening se-
curity situation and said Kiev
should have dispatched envoys
capable of taking decisions to the
talks. Former Ukrainian Presi-
dent Leonid Kuchma has repre-
sented his country at previous
negotiation rounds,but declined
to participate on this occasion.

Residential areas in Donetsk
remain caught in the artillery
crossfire. Separatist authorities
in Donetsk said four people died
in a fire on Thursday after a
warehouse was hit by a shell.

The UN estimates that more
than 4 700 people have been
killed in eastern Ukraine since
April, and fighting has contin-
ued despite September’s cease-
fire deal that included a provi-
sion to pull back heavy weapons.

A demarcation line, also
agreed in the previous deal
signed in Minsk, has been rou-
tinely flouted. The US Embassy
in Ukraine yesterday accused
the rebels of violating the bound-
ary.

“The separatists have pushed
their lines well beyond the terri-
torial lines agreed upon,”
Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt said
in an e-mailed statement.

Government officials and
rebels have reported fighting
along a front extending more
than 350 kilometres (220 miles).

Ukraine peace
talks fall apart
amid renewed
fighting

John Kerry and Laurent Fabius paid tribute outside the offices of Charlie Hebdo.

London: 02°C CLEAR
Boston: 00°C CLOUDY
Montreal: -13°C FAIR/SNOW
Toronto: -10°C FAIR
New York: 04°C PARTLY CLOUDY
Miami: 21°C PARTLY CLOUDY

High: 1:32 a.m.
12:59 p.m.

Low: 6:49 a.m.
7:51 p.m.

Mostly fair and breezy.

Yesterday: 0 mm
For the month: 56.4 mm
For the year: 56.4 mm

Max: 29.0°C
Min: 24.5°C

5:52 p.m.6:25 a.m.
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THE case of a Saudi blog-
ger sentenced to 1 000
lashes has been referred
to the Supreme Court by
the king’s office.

Blogger Raif Badawi’s
wife said the referral,
made before he was
flogged 50 times last
Friday, gave him hope
that officials would end
his punishment.

A second round of lash-
ings was postponed for
medical reasons.

The punishment of
Badawi, who was also
fined and sentenced to 10
years in prison, caused
international outcry.

Badawi established
Liberal Saudi Network, a
now-closed online forum
that sought to encourage
debate on religious and
political matters in Saudi
Arabia in 2008.

In 2012, he was ar-
rested in Jeddah and
charged with “insulting
Islam through electronic
channels” and “going be-
yond the realm of obedi-
ence”.

In 2013 he was cleared
of apostasy, which could
have carried a death sen-
tence.

‘Very painful’
Saudi Arabia enforces

a strict version of Islamic
law and does not tolerate
political dissent. It has
some of the highest social
media usage rates in the
region, and has cracked
down on domestic online
criticism, imposing harsh
punishments.

The sentence was wide-
ly condemned by human
rights groups.

The first round of flog-
ging was carried out out-
side a mosque in Jeddah
last Friday as a crowd of
onlookers watched.

His wife said the first
50 lashes last week were
very painful, but that her
husband had tried to be
strong as he knew many
people watching had
wanted to see him suffer.

A number of foreign
governments, including
the US, Canada,
Germany and Norway,
had criticised the punish-
ment.

Amnesty International
said officials had delayed
the second round of flog-
ging because Badawi’s
wounds had not yet
healed.

Badawi’s wife says she
moved to Canada in 2012
with their three children
following an attempt on
her husband’s life.

Saudis ‘to review’
flogging of blogger
Raif Badawi

THE authorities in
Malawi say at least 170
people have died in flash
floods - a sharp rise on pre-
vious figures.

Heavy rain over the past
month has swept many
houses away and caused
residents to flee to higher
ground, some crossing the
border to Mozambique.

Vice-President Saulos

Chilima said more than
100 000 people had been
displaced from their
homes, mostly in the
south.

Earlier this week, the
government declared a
third of the country to be a
disaster zone and ap-
pealed for help.

Thousands of people
have been displaced after

seeing their homes washed
away

The Malawian authori-
ties have been using mili-
tary helicopters and boats
to reach some of those
stranded.

But Chilima said the
rescue operation had been
hampered by poor weather
in the past few days and
the difficulty of finding

places for helicopters to
land.

The vice-president said
more helicopters and boats
were needed, as well as
tents and food.

South African troops are
being deployed in neigh-
bouring Mozambique
where at least 25 people
have died and a major
road has been destroyed.

Malawi floods kill 170 and 
leave thousands homeless

AMSTERDAM – The
International Criminal
Court opened an in-
quiry into possible war
crimes in the Pa-
lestinian territories,
thrusting it into one of
the world’s most chro-
nic, heated conflicts
and opening a path to
possible charges
against Israelis or
Palestinians.

In a statement yester-
day, prosecutors said they
would examine “in full in-
dependence and impar-
tiality” crimes that may
have occurred since June
13 last year. This allows
the court to delve into the
war between Israel and
Hamas militants in Gaza
in July-August 2014 dur-

ing which more than 2
100 Palestinians and 73
Israelis were killed.

UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon has con-
firmed the Palestinians –
whose peace talks with
Israel have collapsed –
will formally become an
ICC member on April 1 at
their request, a move
strongly opposed by Israel
and the United States.

“The case is now in the
hands of the court,” said
Nabil Abuznaid, head of
the Palestinian delega-
tion in The Hague. “It is a
legal matter now and we
have faith in the court
system.”

Prosecutors will assess
evidence of alleged crimes
and determine if they are

of sufficient gravity and
scale to warrant charges
against individuals on ei-
ther side.

Israel has condemned
as “scandalous” the
International Criminal
Court’s decision to launch
a preliminary probe into
possible war crimes com-
mitted against
Palestinians by Israeli
forces.

The investigation was
branded as “outrageous”
by Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Avigdor Lieberman.

“The court, which after
more than 200 000 killed
in Syria did not see fit to
intervene ...finds it neces-
sary to ‘examine’ the most
moral army in the world,”
Lieberman said in a state-

ment. “We will act in the
international arena in
order to bring an end to
this court.”

The Palestinians, in
contrast, said nothing

“can now stop this action”
from being widened into a
full-scale investigation as
they have requested.

The sole purpose of the
preliminary examination

is to “try to harm Israel’s
right to defend itself from
terror,” Israeli Foreign
Minister Avigdor Lieber-
man said in a statement
yesterday.

ICC opens investigation
into Israeli-Palestinian
conflict last year

Devastating floods have wreaked havoc in Malawi and Mozambique, with some areas deluged with a
month’s worth of rain in 24 hours.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon UN has confirmed the Palestinians will for-
mally become an ICC member. 

      



POPE Francis has urged
Philippine leaders to end
“scandalous social inequal-
ities” and corruption dur-
ing a welcome ceremony in
Manila.

On the first full day of
his five-day visit,he called
for politicians to show com-
mitment to the “common
good”. But President
Benigno Aquino re-
sponded that many
Catholic clergy had been
silent about the abuses
conducted under former
President Gloria Arroyo.

And he said some clergy-
men were now too quick to
criticise him.

“In contrast to their pre-
vious silence, some mem-
bers of the clergy now
seem to think that the way
to be true to the faith
means finding something
to criticise,” he said.

“Even to the extent that
one prelate admonished
me to do something about
my hair,as if it were a mor-
tal sin.”

The pontiff arrived in
the majority Catholic
country on Thursday and
is due to travel to the ty-
phoon-hit city of Tacloban
on Saturday.

The centre-piece of his
visit is an open-air Mass
in Manila tomorrow,which
is expected to attract mil-
lions.

The Pope is on a six-day
tour of Asia. Earlier in the

week he visited Sri Lanka.
Speaking at a welcome

ceremony in the presiden-
tial palace, Pope Francis
called for leaders “to reject
every form of corruption,
which diverts resources
from the poor”.

He said it was a Chris-
tian duty to “break the
bonds of injustice and op-
pression which give rise to
glaring, and indeed scan-
dalous,social inequalities”.

The Philippines, like
many countries in Asia,
has corruption issues.

Corruption activist
group Transparency Inter-
national put the Phi-
lippines at 85 in its latest
Corruption Perceptions
Index, level with India,Sri
Lanka and Thailand.

Under Aquino, the Phi-
lippines’ record has slowly
improved.

Aquino suggested the
Church had not done
enough to fight corruption
under Arroyo, who is fac-
ing charges of plundering
state funds and election
fixing.

Pope Francis in Manila urges
leaders to end corruption
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PRESIDENT Obama
says he will veto pro-
posed bipartisan legis-
lation to impose new
sanctions on Iran so
long as diplomatic ne-
gotiations over a nu-
clear deal remain un-
derway.

“I will veto a bill that
comes to my desk,”Obama
said in response to a ques-
tion at a joint news con-
ference with visiting
British Prime Minister
David Cameron.

“There is no good argu-
ment for us to undercut,
undermine the negotia-
tions until they play out,”
Obama said.

Obama said hitting
Iran’s economy with new
sanctions in the next 60 to
90 days would violate an
interim agreement
reached last year, deepen
recriminations, and
heighten the risk of a mil-
itary confrontation.

“Congress needs to show
patience,” Obama said.

If a deal is not reached,
with assurances that Iran
could not obtain a nuclear
weapon, “I would be the
first one to come to con-
gress to say we need to
tighten the screws,” he
added.

Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress are
pushing for another imme-

diate round of sanctions
on the Iranian economy, a
move lead by some high-
profile White House allies.

At a Senate Democratic
retreat on Thursday in
Baltimore,Md.,Obama re-
portedly clashed with Sen.
Robert Menendez of New
Jersey who is leading the
charge on new Iran sanc-
tions, even as talks are on-
going.

While the gathering was
closed to reporters, Me-
nendez was said to have
taken “personal offense” to
Obama’s suggestion that
the legislation was politi-
cally-motivated, sources
told the New York Times.

Deal unlikely?
Obama said yesterday

that the chances of a deal
with Iran are “likely less
than 50-50” – but argued
the talks are the best
chance in decades of re-
solving the nuclear stand-
off.

The next round of talks
between Iran and the ma-
jor world powers take
place Sunday in Geneva,
Switzerland. The US will
be joined by Great Britain,
China, France, Germany
and Russia.

Ahead of the meeting,
Secretary of State John
Kerry met yesterday in
Paris with his Iranian

counterpart, Foreign Mi-
nister Javad Zarif. Both
men also huddled in Gene-
va on Wednesday as they
negotiate terms of a poten-
tial deal.

Prime Minister Came-
ron also warned Congress
against new sanctions and
said he would personally
call lawmakers to express
the UK view.

“I have contacted a cou-
ple senators this morning,
and I may speak to a few
more this afternoon,” he
said, “simply to make the
point that as a country
that stands along side
America in these vital ne-
gotiations that its our
opinion that further sanc-
tions won’t help.”

The major western pow-
ers and Iran have given
themselves until late June
to reach a comprehensive
agreement that would ul-
timately rescind tough
western sanctions on Iran
in exchange for its verifi-
able move away from de-
velopment of a nuclear
bomb.

Obama spokesman Josh
Earnest said on Thursday
that even the detention of
three Americans in Iran
and unresolved case of a
fourth missing in the
country would not be a
barrier to a possible nu-
clear deal.

Obama vows to veto
new Iran sanctions

WEST African leaders are
considering creating a
military force to fight Ni-
geria’s Boko Haram Isla-
mist militants, and will
hold a regional summit
next week to discuss the
issue, Ghana’s President
John Mahama said yes-
terday.

Regional bloc ECOWAS
will seek the support of
the African Union for its
plans, said Mahama.

“Nigeria is taking mili-
tary action and Cameroon
is fighting Boko Haram,
but I think we are increas-
ingly getting to the point
where probably a regional
or a multinational force is
coming into considera-
tion,” Mahama, who cur-
rently chairs ECOWAS,
told a news conference.

“It is what we want to
discuss at the AU because,
if that must happen, there
must be a mandate to
allow such a force to oper-
ate,” he said.

Boko Haram militants
have killed thousands of
people in Nigeria in the
last year as part of a cam-
paign to establish an Isla-
mist state in Nigeria. The
group has also launched
cross-border attacks into
neighbouring Cameroon
and Niger.

The group’s fighters
seized the military base
and town of Baga, in Nige-
ria, on the shores of Lake
Chad, on January 3. Baga
was the headquarters of a
multinational force with
troops from Chad, Niger
and Cameroon.

West African states
consider new force
to fight Boko Haram

Pope Francis travelled to Manila’s Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in his
Popemobile yesterday.

Many people began waiting outside the cathedral in Manila for the Mass in the
early hours of yesterday.
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ABUJA – Nigeria said on
Friday it had quarantined
two poultry farms in the
north and south of the coun-
try after detecting an H5
strain of bird flu in both,
giving no further details on
the strain.

Agriculture Minister
Akinwumi Adesina statement
said samples were taken from
birds at the two farms, in the
commercial hub Lagos and the
main northern city of Kano,
after they showed “unusual high
mortality” rates.

The samples “tested positive
for the H5 strain of avian in-
fluenza virus", the statement
said, adding that samples had
been sent to a laboratory in Italy

for further testing.
A spokesman for the ministry

was not able to elaborate on the
virus strain’s subtype.

Nigeria, Africa’s most popu-
lous country and biggest econ-
omy, was the continent’s first
country to detect bird flu in
2006, when chicken farms were
found to have the H5N1 strain.
In 2007, it reported its first
human death from the disease.

High pathogenic H5N1 bird
flu first infected humans in 1997
in Hong Kong. It has since
spread from Asia to Europe and
Africa and has become en-
trenched in poultry in some
countries, causing millions of
poultry infections and several
hundred human deaths.

BOTH the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration and NASA cal-
culated that in 2014 the world
had its hottest year in 135 years
of record-keeping. Earlier, the
Japanese weather agency and
an independent group out of
University of California
Berkeley also measured 2014
as the hottest on record.

NOAA said 2014 averaged
58.24 degrees Fahrenheit, 1.24
degrees above the 20th-century
average.

But NASA, which calculates
temperatures slightly differ-
ently, put 2014’s average tem-
perature at 58.42 degrees
Fahrenheit, which is 1.22 de-
grees above the average of the
years 1951-1980.

Earth broke NOAA records
set in 2010 and 2005. The last
time the Earth set an annual
NOAA record for cold was in
1911.

NOAA also said last month
was the hottest December on
record. Six months in 2014 set
marks for heat. The last time
Earth set a monthly cold record
was in December 1916.

“The globe is warmer now
than it has been in the last 100
years and more likely in at least
5 000 years,” said climate scien-
tist Jennifer Francis of Rutgers
University, who wasn’t part of
either research team. “Any
wisps of doubt that human ac-
tivities are at fault are now

gone with the wind.”
Texas A&M University cli-

mate scientist Andrew Dessler
and other experts said the lat-
est statistics should end claims
by non-scientists that warming
has stopped. It didn’t, as climate
denial sites still touted claims
that the world has not warmed
in 18 years.

2014’s heat was driven by
record warmth in the world’s
oceans that didn’t just break old
marks: It shattered them.
Record warmth spread across
far eastern Russia, the western
part of the United States, inte-
rior South America, much of
Europe, northern Africa and
parts of Australia. One of the
few cooler spots was in the cen-
tral and eastern United States.

“Every continent had some
aspect of record high tempera-
tures” in 2014, said Tom Karl,
director of NOAA’s National
Climatic Data Center.

Nine of the 10 hottest years in
NOAA global records have oc-
curred since 2000. The odds of
this happening at random are
about 650 million to 1, accord-
ing to University of South
Carolina statistician John
Grego. Two other statisticians
confirmed his calculations.

Climate scientists say one of
the most significant parts of
2014’s record is that it hap-
pened during a year where
there was no El Nino weather
oscillation. During an El Nino,

when a specific area of the cen-
tral Pacific warms unusually
and influences weather world-
wide, global temperatures tend
to spike. Previous records, es-
pecially in 1998, happened dur-
ing El Nino years.

Every year in the 21st cen-
tury has been in the top 20
warmest years on record, ac-
cording to NOAA.

Temperatures have risen by
about 1.6 degrees Fahrenheit
since the mid-19th century and
pre-industrial times, said Gavin
Schmidt, director of NASA’s
Goddard Institute for Space
Studies, where the space
agency tracks warming temper-

atures.
“We are witnessing, before

our eyes, the effect of human-
caused climate change,” said
Pennsylvania State University
professor Michael Mann.

Some non-scientists who
deny man-made global warm-
ing have pointed to satellite
temperature records – which
only go back to 1979 – which
show a warming world, but no
record this year and less of a
recent increase than the longer-
term ground thermometers.
But Mann, Dessler, Francis and
others say there have been
quality and trustworthy issues
with some satellite measure-

ments and they only show
what’s happening far above the
ground.They said ground meas-
urements are also more impor-
tant because it is where we live.

Georgia Tech professor Judith
Curry, who is not in the main-
stream of climate scientists,
wrote that talk about the record
implies that temperatures will
get warmer, something she says
won’t happen for at least an-
other decade. But she added in
a blog post in response to the
NOAA announcement: “I’m not
willing to place much $$ on that
bet, since I suspect Mother
Nature will manage to surprise
us.”

ROME – Fish farmers in China
have been increasingly harvest-
ing wild stocks in order to feed
their caged varieties, putting
new strains on the world’s
oceans, said new research from
scientists at Stanford
University.

China is the world’s largest
producer and consumer of fish,
contributing about one third of
the global supply.

Its production has tripled in
the last 20 years, with about 75
percent coming from fish farms,
according to the study published
this week in the journal Science.

If the industry used more
waste from caught fish, along
with plant proteins like algae or
ethanol yeast to feed farmed
fish, then aquaculture could be-
come more sustainable, the
study said.

“If the country makes proac-
tive reforms to its aquaculture
sector, like using fish-process-
ing wastes instead of wild fish,
and generally reducing the

amount of fishmeal in
aquafeeds, it can greatly im-
prove the sustainability of the
industry,” Ling Cao, of
Stanford’s Center on Food
Security and the Environment,
said in a statement.

"If not, the consequences for
the entire global seafood supply
chain are going to be really se-
rious.”

Globally, fish farming has
been growing between 5 and 8
percent annually for the last two
decades, said Jogeir Toppe, of
the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organisation.

He expects the rapid growth
to continue as catches of wild
fish plateau and demand rises.

“China has been the main
driver of this growth,”Toppe told
the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.“This is expected to
continue.”

The fast growth comes with
concerns over environmental
sustainability and human
health, Toppe said, as farmed

fish are often fed large amounts
of antibiotics and other chemi-
cals.

Aquaculture companies in
China have made some progress
in reducing the amount of wild
fish fed to captured stock by
using waste from other process-
ing plants or algae, the study
said.

However, farms often use so-
called “trash fish” or less valu-
able, small breeds caught in the
wild to feed bigger, more expen-
sive varieties such as carp or
tilapia.

Waste by-products from
seafood processing plants is
often discarded or dumped into
nearby waterways. Some firms
refine this waste to use as feed
for other fish, but scientists said
more must be done to create a
sustainable industry.

Officials from the Chinese
Academy of Fishery Sciences, a
government body, did not imme-
diately respond to requests for
comment.

The heat is on; NOAA, NASA say 2014 warmest
year on record

Nigeria says
finds an H5
strain of bird flu
in poultry

Scientists raise alarm on
China’s fishy aqua farms

Global temperature through November 2014.
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WE’VE seen several ac-
counts of 3D-printing
being used to save the
lives of patients, and out
of Florida comes another
such wonderful story.

Cardiovascular sur-
geons at Miami
Children’s Hospital
turned to 3D printing to
print out a scale replica
of a 4-year-old girl ’s
heart so they could plan
for a complicated sur-
gery to save the girl’s
life. She suffers from a
congenital condition
called total anomalous
pulmonary venous con-
nection (TAPVC), which
basically means her
veins pump blood to the
wrong part of her heart,
causing breathing diffi-
culties, lethargy, and a
weakened immune sys-
tem.

After a few Band-Aid
surgeries that proved to
be temporary fixes, doc-
tors knew they needed to
come up with a solution.
The situation was dire,
as the cardiac team esti-
mated that she would
live for only another few
weeks, if not days, with-
out a permanent fix.
Using the 3D-printed
model, the doctors were

able to plan a surgery
that hadn’t been per-
formed before using
parts from a donor heart,
and today young
Adanelie Gonzalez’s
blood is flowing normally
and she’s recovering in
the hospital.

The story recalls a cou-
ple of  other similar
cases, such as one at
Morgan Stanley
Children’s Hospital of
New York-Presbyterian,
where last year doctors
also practiced a complex
heart surgery on a 3D
model before operating
on a baby.

“3D printing adds an-
other element in caring
for extremely complex
conditions where surgi-
cal intervention is not
typically thought possi-
ble,” pediatric cardiolo-
gist Nancy Dobrolet said
in a release. “In
Adanelie’s case, the 3D
model provided us with a
way to create a surgical
option for her survival.”

It’s another example of
the miracles 3D printing
is bringing to health
care, and if  it  isn’t
enough to give you all
the feels, we don’t know
what will.

I’M so excited to learn
that someone is already
pushing a new hot tech
trend for 2015 – and it’s
boredom!

Specifically, the WNYC
radio show “New Tech
City” has announced what
it calls The Bored and
Brilliant Project.
Thrillingly, this will in-
volve a team-up with an
app called Moment – one
of those apps you’re sup-
posed to download to your
phone so it will help you
not spend so much time
obsessing over your phone
– to devise “a week of chal-
lenges” starting early next
month.

“Mindfulness is so
2014,” the announcement
declares. “Boredom is
where it’s at in 2015.”

Finally! After decades of
tech innovations aimed
squarely at squishing
boredom out of existence
by offering a nonstop bar-
rage of distractions, we
are ready to technologize
boredom itself.

True, the idea that bore-
dom is good for, say, cre-
ativity, isn’t new. But it’s
about time someone rec-
ognized that the only way
to be bored now would
have to be with an assist
from gadgets and gizmos.

I’m not sure what those

“challenges” will be, or
how Moment’s phone-con-
trol app will help. Still, I
could daydream from now
until quitting time about
the possibilities of the ex-
citing new Boredom 2.0
that might result if
borecore becomes the new
normcore.

Gamifying boredom!
Rack up points by listen-
ing to a detailed account of
your roommate’s dating
life, watching televised
golf, or simply staring
slack-jawed into the mid-
dle distance.As your bore-
dom mounts, you’ll win
cute digital badges depict-
ing yawning faces and
eyes rolling back into the
forehead. Share these
with your friends! (Also:
Get points by tracking
your friends’ boring be-
havior.)

Boredom apps! Start
with an app that shows
water coming to a boil – no
pausing, and it blocks
everything else on your
phone until it ends. Move
on to similar apps that
show paint drying and
grass growing.

Social media for bore-
dom! Don’t keep your bor-
ing achievements to your-
self: Our massive social-
media infrastructure was
practically built for bore-

spreading. Flood your
Instagram feed with bor-
ing pictures, update your
Facebook friends with
today’s viral bores, and
make your most #boring
observations part of the
Twitter conversation. (I
think maybe some people
already do this?)

Meetups for the bored!
Connect with fellow bore-
dom enthusiasts, pick a
boring location, and be
bored together IRL. See
you in the vacant lot by
the underpass!

Experience boredom in
virtual reality! Strap on
your Oculus Rift to “at-
tend” municipal govern-
ment and community
meetings in full – in
places you don’t even live.

Uber, but for boredom!
Find a boring person
nearby who will come
straight to the location of
your choice and yammer
on for as long as you can
stand it about his high-
school football exploits,
her unique collection of
antique spoons, or every
“hilarious” thing the baby
has said or done so far.
(Plus, if you’re particu-
larly boring yourself, this
new bore-sharing econ-
omy will be a great way to
earn a little extra
scratch.)

Boredom throwback!
The vinyl records of bore-
dom: phone books. This
will be coveted reading
material for cutting-edge
hipsters of boredom.

A boredom conference!
All technology trends cul-
minate in a conference.
But, actually, a Boring
Conference already exists
(it started in 2010). Not to
worry: We’re talking tech
here – so we still need a
conference for those who
are disrupting boredom.
Or disrupting interest?
Whatever. The Dulling
Edge Conference will be
the event to hear boring
predictions from boring
gurus (trend borecast-
ers?); watch boring
startup-founders unveil
boring PowerPoints; wit-
ness boring demos from
boring vendors; and net-
work with other boring
people who have boring
insights about boredom.
In short, it’ll be like most
tech conferences, only a
little more interesting.

Of course, I’m only spec-
ulating here. But you have
to admit, the idea of bore-
dom-enhancing technol-
ogy is truly a no-brainer. I
can’t wait to see what the
market really comes up
with – it’s going to be so
boring!

ONE of the battles
smartphone users
have to constantly
fight is running out of
battery life when they
least expect it. There
are many ways to deal
with poor battery 
life when it comes to
software settings 
and tricks, and plenty
of highly portable ex-
ternal battery packs
to choose from for
extra battery charges.
But one company has
decided to take a dif-
ferent approach to
fixing your battery
problems on the
iPhone 6, or any
Android handset, for
that matter.

Called SONICable,
and already funded with

40 days left in the cam-
paign, this new
Indiegogo accessory is a
charging cable that
promises to charge your
iPhone 6 or Android
handset faster than be-
fore.

According to the com-
pany, the cable is the
“world’s most advanced
charging cable” and
charges any device in
just half the time of a
regular USB cable.

The accessory comes
with either a Lightning
or microUSB connector
and features a special
switch that, when
pressed, ignores sync ca-
pabilities in favor of
charging the device at
maximum power.

Other features include
a dual-sided USB port
and more durable alu-
minum connectors and
nylon protective mate-
rial.

New cable promises
to charge your phone
twice as fast

2015’s Hottest trend in tech:
Boredom

3D-Printed
model heart
helps doctors
save a little
girl’s life

The SONICable costs $27 on Indiegogo and should ship at some point in March
2015. The campaign has already topped $36 000 in pledges, crushing its $10 000
target.
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4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
7:24 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
7:27 THE NATIONAL

ANTHEM
7:29 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:30 SESAME STREET
8:30 NATIONAL

GEOGRAPHIC
EXPLORER

9:30 HOMEWORK
ACTION LINE

10:00 SE HABLA ESPANOL
10:30 CURIOUS GEORGE
11:00 ZORRO
11:30 A DIFFERENT

WORLD
12:00 WILD TALES
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 HOME SHOPPING
1:00 DOUDOU AND HER

MOTHERS-IN-LAW
2:00 FACE 2 FACE
3:00 BIG HAIL
4:00 ISLAND

NEIGHBOURS
4:30 HOME SHOPPING
5:00 KARRY YUH OWN

KEY
6:00 BARBADOS

AMATEUR MODEL
SEARCH

6:52 DOUBLE DRAW
6:55 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:00 CBC EVENING

NEWS
7:30 TBA
8:00 MEGA SIX
8:02 EVERYBODY HATES

CHRIS
8:30 Q TV
9:00 DOUBLE DRAW
9:03 Q TV CONT’D
9:30 ON STAGE
10:30 HAWAII FIVE-O
11:30 MOVIE: COUPLES

RETREAT
1:24 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS

HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - Destruction is part of
making things better. To fix something, you have to
break it down. So don’t feel bad about the demolition.
The important part is that you’re trying to make things
better. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - In order to objectively
look at your work, you need the benefit of time and
space. Objectively experiencing your relationships
requires the same. Time apart, even if only for a day, will
show things in a new light.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - Get acknowledged.
Being acknowledged changes your perspective, puts
you in a better mood and makes you want to give more
of yourself. If you are not hearing the acknowledgment
you need, ask for it or find a new crowd.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Clutter makes you feel
anxious. Get organised. Whatever you can do to put
your world in order will bring the feelings of peace and
tranquility you need to get this weekend off on a good
note. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - The bottom line is that you
have to persist, or you will fail. There’s no nice way to
put this. Do what you have to do to get to the next part
of your story – the part where you accept a personal
victory.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Many myths involve
something unusual falling from heaven, and your
personal mythology will echo that today. The unusual
thing will, of course, be precisely what’s needed. 
LIBRA(Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - When you can’t find people
to relate to who live close, the Internet will be your
oyster. Explore your interests and preferences because
there will be certain personalities who pop out as
“someone you should know.” 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Happiness through
diversification will be the theme. It’s those surprises –
the people you weren’t expecting to meet saying the
things you didn’t dream they would say – that will
make it fun. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - The question is:
How much of the world do you want to see? The
answer: All of it. In time. The most important locations
will jump out at you under this Sagittarius moon. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Experiences are
blessings for those who choose to see them that way.
Today it will be easy to see certain blessings, but there
is a hidden one that will not be revealed for several days. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - There’s something
glamorous about the day’s events, but be careful how
you frame it when you talk or post about it later. You’ll
have a mixed crowd of listeners and observers. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You’ll be especially
attracted to gentle types who have the kind of caring
heart that takes people in without being too choosy
about it. Everyone has something to offer. You believe
this, too.

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
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Let’s hope Mariah Carey
has mastered the art of
letting go. According to

a new report from TMZ, the
singer’s estranged husband,
Nick Cannon, has filed for 
divorce after six years of 
marriage.

TMZ claims that Cannon
filed papers on Dec. 12, a lit-
tle over a week after his ex
made headlines for missing
her rehearsal for the 2014
Rockefeller Center Christmas
Tree Lighting. At the time,
the site reported that she had
been on the phone, allegedly
dealing with an issue related
to Cannon.

In any case, the divorce has
been a long time coming.
America’s Got Talent host
Cannon, 33, first confirmed
the two were living apart
back in August, when he told

The Insider With Yahoo 
that they had been in sepa-
rate houses “for a few
months”.

Two months later, in
October, the Drumline actor
stopped by the Meredith
Vieira Show, where he opened
up a little about their split.
“It’s truly just staying focused
on family and what’s right
and getting through these
times and just doing what’s
right for the kids,” he ex-
plained, referring to twins
Moroccan and Monroe,
3.

“We’ve always been people
who are kinda on the go, com-
ing and going, so their life
hasn’t changed one bit,” he
added. “We spend holidays 
together, we do everything
that we’re supposed to do 
together.”

Nick Cannon
files for
divorce from
Mariah Carey

JERUSALEM – Actor Michael
Douglas has been awarded the
$1 million Genesis Prize
award, popularly dubbed the
“Jewish Nobel Prize”, for his
efforts to promote Jewish 
culture.

The Genesis Prize
Foundation said that Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will present the
award at a ceremony in
Jerusalem this summer to the
“actor, producer and peace 
activist”.

The prize was inaugurated
last year in a partnership 
between the Israeli prime 
minister’s office, the Genesis
Philanthropy Group and the
chairman’s office of the Jewish
Agency, a non-profit group
with close ties to the Israeli
government.

It is awarded to an individ-
ual with a commitment to
Jewish values, the Jewish
community and the state of
Israel.

Genesis chairman Stan
Polovets said in a statement
issued Wednesday that

Douglas was being honoured
“both for his professional
achievements and for 
his passion for his Jewish 
heritage and the Jewish
state.”

Douglas’ father, actor Kirk
Douglas, is Jewish, and
Michael Douglas has em-
braced his Jewish ancestry
and supports Jewish causes.
He travelled to Israel last year
with his wife, Catherine Zeta-
Jones, to celebrate the bar
mitzvah of their son Dylan.
The foundation praised the
family’s “inclusive approach
for Jews of diverse back-
grounds”.

In the statement, the 70-
year-old Oscar-winning actor
praised his family for encour-
aging him to explore the
Jewish faith. “I hope these
teachings and values will be
part of the legacy in the world
that I leave for my children
and those who follow,” he said.

It said Douglas would direct
his prize money to promote in-
clusiveness and diversity in
Judaism.

Israel awards actor
Michael Douglas 
$1 million prize

HOW bout now?! Jordin
Sparks is moving on from her
ex-boyfriend of three years
Jason Derulo – by getting rid
of all his “s—t.”

The “How Bout Now” singer,
who was dumped by Derulo
over the phone almost five
months ago, revealed to Power
105.1’s The Breakfast Club on
Thursday, Jan. 15, that she re-
turned the car he gifted her
with and told him to come get
all his stuff from her house.

“I haven’t spoken to him
since everything went down,”
Sparks said on Thursday’s
show. “[After we last talked] he
helped me with my bag to the
car, he kissed me, he told me
he loved me...then didn’t call!
I’m like, ‘We need to talk about
this and move past it.’ He was-
n’t responding and I was like,
‘Okay,’ so then, I just stopped
and I was like, ‘You need to
come get your s--t.’ So he got
all of his stuff out of my house.”

Despite being vocal about
the breakup, Sparks has taken
the high road about what went
down and says she “can laugh
about it now,” but she did have
to get rid of that BMW he gave
her. After buying herself a Jeep
for her 25th birthday this past
December, the American Idol
alum told the radio show she
ditched the BMW because

keeping it “would be like dirty
money.”

“If he wanted it, he could
have it,” she explained of the
car. “I dropped it off at the
BMW dealership and said, ‘You
can deal with it.’” While at the
dealership, the songstress said
she was also surprised to learn
the gift wasn’t even purchased,
but leased.

“He’s a great guy,” she still
says of Derulo. “Like, I don’t

wish him any harm. He did
some stupid s--t, but I can’t
hold that against him.”

With Derulo in her 
rearview mirror, Sparks said
her current dating life is
“weird,” and that she’s “not
good at dating” but she’s stay-
ing “open-minded.”

“[Our] relationship did teach
me what I like and what I’m
willing to do and what I’m not
willing to do,” she said.

Jordin Sparks shares choice words on her ex

According to a new report from TMZ, Mariah Carey’s estranged husband, Nick Cannon, has filed
for divorce after six years of marriage.

Jordin Sparks and ex-boyfriend Jason Derulo.

     



DEAR JANE,
I ADOPTED my daugh-
ter, who is now five years
old, when she was a baby.

I love her dearly, and
would never wish to hurt
her emotionally. But I
have these fears that
when she grows up, she
is going to find out that
she is adopted and hate
me for not telling her.

So Jane, what age
would it be appropriate
for me to tell her that she
is adopted?

KR

DEAR KR,
IT is practically al-
ways a very disturb-
ing experience for an
older child, or even an
adult, to discover sud-
denly that he/she is
adopted. It may dis-
turb their sense of se-
curity for years. So
the news of your
daughter being
adopted shouldn’t be
saved for any definite
age, but you should,
from an early age, let
the fact that she’s

adopted come up nat-
urally and casually, in
conversations with
her, and with her ac-
quaintances. This will
create an atmosphere
in which she can ask
questions whenever
the subject begins to
interest her. She will
find out what adop-
tion means bit by bit,
as she gains under-
standing.

Some adopting par-

ents make the mistake
of trying to keep the
adoption secret; oth-
ers err in the opposite
direction by stressing
it too much. If they go
too earnestly at the
job of explaining to
the child that he’s
adopted, he may begin
to wonder, “What’s
wrong with being
adopted, anyway?”
But if parents accept
the adoption as natu-
rally as they accept
the colour of the
child’s hair, they won’t
have to make a secret
of it or keep remind-
ing him of it.

You, as an adoptive
parent, need to re-
solve your fears and
anxieties or you will
start to communicate
them to your daugh-
ter. Just relax and be
the best parent you
can be for her, and
continue to love her
with all your heart.
That is all she needs
right now, your love.

JANE
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Bridge

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

Afraid to tell
my daughter
she’s adopted!
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SPORTSSPORTS
DEACON’S Primary
and Cuthbert Moore
will go down in history
as the first Primary
Schools to use the
University of the West
Indies Cave Hill cam-
pus for their Inter-
house sports day.

With anything that is
done for the first time
they were some teething
problems which occurred.

However the day was
enjoyed by all.

Deacons crowd a new
champion this year as
Blue House led by the vic-
tor and victrix ludorum,
Malachi Harris and
Reanna Cummins, up-
staged the entire field to
lay claim to the title.

Posting an impressive
250 points at the end of
the day, Blue House fin-
ished almost 100 points
ahead of their closest
rival Yellow who finished
with 165. Third place
went to Red House with
134, while the defending
champions Green House
had to settle for fourth
place this year with 124.

Harris who was com-
peting in the Under-13

Division for Blue House,
win the cricket ball throw,
100m and 400m. In the
200m Harris was de-
feated Joshua
Marksman, however he
was aided by one of those
teething problems that
occurred on the day.

The outer Lanes in the
200m had a distinct ad-
vantage over the inner
lanes as they were inad-

vertently given over 25m
of a head start. With
Harris running out of
Lane one, it was virtually
impossible for him to
overhaul the advantage
which Marksman had in
Lane 8. Reanna
Cummins who competed
in the Under11, won the
200m, 400m and open
600m. She also finished
second in the 100m. (CG)

Blue streaks to victory

The Crowd that turned out at UWI for the first sports day to be held on the track whc was a joint event by Cuthbert Moore and Deacons 

Victor Ludorum winner Malachi Harris (right) giving it his all during the 200m
Reanne Cummins powering her way down the
straight for victory in the Under-11 200m
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HASHIM AMLA became the
fastest South African bats-
men to reach 5000 ODI runs
a run-a-ball 66 in his 101st
innings and set South Africa
up to take the series lead. He
starred in a 99-run third-
wicket stand with AB de
Villiers, in which runs were
scored at 6.82 to the over be-
fore de Villiers and David
Miller posted 123. That en-
sured even when South
Africa fell away and lost 5
for 34, they still had enough
despite the two-hour-45-
minute rain interruption.

West Indies’ target was ad-
justed to a 229 off 33 overs and
then 226 off 32 overs when rain
returned again but they were
only in with a chance of chasing
it when Chris Gayle was at the
crease. He plundered 41 runs off
24 balls but his high-risk style of
play left him vulnerable to an
early dismissal.When it came in
the sixth over, it sparked a top-
order collapse of 4 for 38 which
gave way to a lower-order fold-
ing of 6 for 46. Imran Tahir
claimed three of those wickets
chiefly through well-executed
googlies and sliders to bring up
his 50th ODI scalp.

Jason Holder, in his first
match as captain, would have
wanted more from the men he
said were ready to show fight.
He shouldered the bulk of that
responsibility when he opened
the bowling, brought himself
back on at crucial times, tasked
himself with targeting the
South African lower-order and
ran an impressive 9.8 kilome-
tres in the field but he learnt
that one man cannot do the job
on his own. Just ask Gayle.

After missing out on
Wednesday night’s T20, also at
Kingsmead, with a recurrence
of his back problem, Gayle ap-
proached this innings as though
it was two days’ ago. He flung
his bat at everything, despite
the steep target. “I am trying to
understand it, but I can’t,”
Michael Holding lamented,
when discussing Gayle’s strat-
egy, or lack thereof. It only took
the introduction of Dale Steyn to
cause Gayle to run out of luck
and allow South Africa the only
inroad they needed.

Gayle should have modelled
his innings on Amla’s to start
with.He saw off a tricky opening
period, when Jerome Taylor
found the right length to dis-
miss both Rilee Rossouw, who
racked up a fifth duck in 10 in-
nings, and Faf du Plessis, a first
duck in 61, in the Powerplay.But
West Indies failed to cash in on
their early breakthroughs and
lost their lines.

They offered so much width.
Amla was able to treble his score
from 13 off the first 19 balls he
faced to 39 by the time he’d faced
40.AB de Villiers, sent in earlier
than usual at No. 4, was also off
to a speedy start. 17 runs came
off 15 balls.

Andre Russell tried to make
the extra bounce work in his
favour by holding back his
length but the South African
pair were quick to pounce on
anything short.They brought up
a hundred inside 17 overs and a
massive total was looming but
Amla was in such a hurry to get
there, he underestimated
Russell’s arm. He was run-out
but South Africa’s momentum
was not.

They promoted David Miller
ahead of JP Duminy and de
Villiers immediately adjusted
his pace. He slowed down to
allow Miller to settle and the
pair formed the spine of South
Africa’s total. They shared the
highest partnership of the in-
nings of 123 runs and batted for
a ball shy of 20 overs, to take
South Africa to the brink of a
flourishing finish as West Indies

flagged in the searing heat.
It was only when both holed

out that West Indies had the op-
portunity to come back into the
match. Russell used fancy foot-
work to run Farhaan Behardien
out - the second time on this tour
his boot has ushered the ball on
its way to breaking the stumps
- had Duminy caught behind off
a short ball and Philander in the
deep before a storm swept
through.

It was accompanied by gale-
force winds, of the literal kind,
which only made it more diffi-
cult for South Africa when they
took the field and met the other
Gayle-force.West Indies were off
to a flier but they needed sup-
port from the rest of the line-up,
particularly the experience.

But Marlon Samuels was run
out lazily, Dwayne Smith was
deceived by a slider and
Jonathan Carter beaten by the
googly.Vernon Philander was re-
warded for consistent effort to-
wards the end and Steyn
cleaned up the tail as the in-
evitable outcome was com-
pleted.

(www.cricinfo.com)

Amla milestone sets
up easy SA win

Chris Gayle provided some fireworks at the start of the
chase.

Dale Steyn picked up the big wicket of Chris Gayle, South Africa v West Indies.
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LAST year’s Australian Open kicked off
the biggest shakeup in men’s tennis for a
decade but Novak Djokovic is primed to
stave off the charge of ‘Generation Next’
and take back his throne at Melbourne
Park.

Stan Wawrinka holds the title and a
band of young upstarts are determined to
topple the ‘Big Four’, but Djokovic has
the fitness and the momentum to reassert
himself on the blue courts by the banks
of the Yarra River,where he claimed three
successive titles from 2011-13 and his
first in 2008.

Though upended a year ago by
Wawrinka in a cataclysmic quarter-final,
a match seen as the beginning of the end
for the old guard, Djokovic finished the
year with victory at the World Tour
Finals, the top ranking and the respect of
his greatest rivals.

“The only guy who was really consistent
was Novak,” Roger Federer said at the
Brisbane International last week.

“He was still there when it mattered
the most.”

Adding to Djokovic’s chances are a kind
draw and fitness doubts over his biggest
threats.

With Federer, Andy Murray and Rafa

Nadal bunched on the other side of the
draw,only one could meet the Wimbledon
champion in the final.

Tough year
Barring his record ninth French Open

trophy, Nadal had a tough 2014.
Having lost to Wawrinka in the

Melbourne Park final when battling a
back injury, the second half of his year
was wiped out by a wrist problem and
appendicitis.

The Spaniard’s new campaign got off to
a miserable start at the Qatar Open last
week where he was dumped from the first
round by German journeyman Michael
Berrer.

Sixth seed Murray, though recovered
from back surgery in 2013, struggled to
find his best tennis last year and has had
a major shakeup in his entourage,parting
ways with assistant coach Dani Vallverdu
and fitness trainer Jez Green in
November.

Federer may be the best placed to stop
Djokovic and the Swiss master’s 1,000th
career win, reached by beating Milos
Raonic in the Brisbane International
final, proved he still has the hunger to
challenge at the age of 33.

PETRA KVITOVA completed her
preparations for an assault on a third
grand slam title in triumphant style
yesterday by downing fellow Czech
Karolina Pliskova 7-6 7-6 to win the
Sydney International title.

It was a contest every bit as close as the
scoreline would suggest with the two
Czech six-footers pounding the ball off
the flexicushion surface at each other for
one hour and 51 minutes.

Pliskova gave as good as she got but
the world number four’s superior second
serve and greater experience of playing
key moments in big matches got her over
the line.

“I’m just glad how I played today,” the
twice Wimbledon champion said. “I
mean, it was a very tough match to really
handle everything.”

“Two tiebreakers, it’s always very
difficult. Karolina played really well and
she served very well and was really
difficult.”

Left-hander Kvitova was broken in the
opening game of the first set but got back
on level terms for 5-5 with a superb
backhand pass before winning the
tiebreak 7-6 when Pliskova went long.

The second set was just as tight with
the pair exchanging a single break of
serve but Kvitova raised her game when
it mattered to claim her 15th career title
with a 8-6 victory in the second tiebreak
when Pliskova again went long.

Kvitova will take a big confidence boost
into next week’s Australian Open, where
she reached the semi-finals three years
ago and will face a qualifier in the first
round. “It’s nice to come into grand slam
with a trophy and with a little bit of
confident from the matches that I had,”
the 24-year-old said.

“But it’s tennis, and every week is just
different. I go to Melbourne tomorrow

and I need to forget about the Sydney
trophy to be ready and focused for
Melbourne.”

Few, however, will fancy facing world
number 22 Pliskova at Melbourne Park
in the form she has displayed this week
at the Olympic Tennis Centre, especially
in her semi-final humbling of fifth seed
Angelique Kerber.

SERENA WILLIAMS’ Australian
Open preparations included
smashing a racquet in frustration,
complaining of fatigue and losing to
players she had never lost to before,
yet she is still the favourite to claim
her sixth title at Melbourne Park.

The 33-year-old had a terrible buildup to
the season-opening grand slam while
playing in the Hopman Cup in Perth,
losing to Eugenie Bouchard and Agnieszka
Radwanska for the first time.

Her standard of play at the event,
essentially an exhibition within a
tournament format,was also far below her
best.

Pundits, however, are loathe to begin
writing about the decline of the 18-times
grand slam champion as Father Time
catches up with her.

With age comes wisdom. Or craftiness,
at least.

And when all else fails, when she really
needs to,the American unleashes a cannon

of a serve or a blistering forehand that few
can handle on the Melbourne hardcourts.

Her biggest challenge, apart from
stopping her own game self destructing
as it has done in Melbourne from time to
time, is likely to come from Maria
Sharapova,one of the few players who can
go toe-to-toe with the American.

The 27-year-old Russian won her fifth
grand slam on the clay at Roland Garros
last year and said she was pleased with the
mental toughness she had shown in
getting out of situations she may have
struggled with in previous years.

She also enters the tournament with
some momentum having romped to the
Brisbane title last week.

While world number three Simona
Halep and Canada’s Bouchard are keen to
make the step up after reaching grand
slam finals last year, twice champion
Victoria Azarenka looms as possibly the
biggest challenger to Williams and
Sharapova.

Djokovic primed to reclaim Melbourne throne

Tired, frustrated, patchy
Serena still favourite

Kvitova downs fellow Czech
Pliskova to win Sydney title

Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova hits a
shot during her semi-final match
against Bulgaria’s Tsvetana Pironkova
at the Sydney International tennis
tournament at Sydney Olympic Park
January 15, 2015. 

Serena Williams of the U.S. hits a shot during a practice session on Margaret
Court Arena at Melbourne Park January 16, 2015. 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a shot during a practice session at the Rod Laver
Arena in Melbourne Park January 16, 2015.
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MADRID – Fernando
Torres scored his first
Atletico Madrid goals
in eight years as the La
Liga champions
dumped holders Real
Madrid out of the Copa
del Rey 4-2 on aggre-
gate after a 2-2 draw at
the Santiago Bernabeu
on Thursday.

Already leading 2-0
from last week’s first-leg,
Torres stunned the hosts
inside the first minute
when turning home
Antoine Griezmann’s pass
to hand Atletico a vital
away goal.

Sergio Ramos pulled a
goal back for Real, but
Griezmann and Torres re-
peated the trick seconds
into the second-half to re-
store Atletico’s lead.

Fresh from winning the
third Ballon d’Or of his ca-
reer, Cristiano Ronaldo
ensured the home side at
least salvaged a draw on
the night, but they have
now failed to beat Atletico
in five meetings this sea-
son.

Atletico will face
Barcelona in the last eight
after the Catalans com-
pleted an 9-0 aggregate
win over Elche as goals
from Jeremy Mathieu,
Sergi Roberto, Pedro
Rodriguez and Adriano
sealed a 4-0 victory on the
night at the Martinez
Valero.

Torres was only start-
ing due to an illness suf-
fered by Mario Mandzukic
in the day before the
game, but had by far his

biggest impact since re-
turning to the Spanish
capital.

“I am very happy. It was
a game in which we had to
feel comfortable due to the
result in the first-leg and
the early goal allowed us
to play the game we
wanted,” Torres told
Canal Plus.

"The tie was never in
danger. We didn’t have to
sweat it out.”

Meanwhile, Real boss
Carlo Ancelotti was left to
lament the defensive er-
rors that undid much of
his side’s fine attacking
play in the first hour.

“I am delighted with
how the team played in
the first-half. You can’t
play better,” said the
Italian.

“The worry doesn’t
come from not taking our
chances because we
played with pace and in-
tensity. The worry comes
from the defensive mis-
takes we made.”

Ronaldo paraded the
Ballon d’Or in front of an
adoring full house at the
Bernabeu prior to kick-off.

However, it took just 46
seconds for Atletico to si-
lence the home fans as
Griezmann broke down
the left and squared for
Torres to turn home his
first Atletico goal since
May 2007.

Real then laid seige to
Atletico goal in search of
the four goals they needed
to progress to the last
eight.

Gareth Bale saw a

flicked header easily held
by Jan Oblak, whilst the
Slovenian was on hand to
somehow prevent
Ronaldo turning home
Karim Benzema’s knock-
down moments later.

However, Atletico’s sec-
ond choice ‘keeper was at
fault when the hosts lev-
elled after 20 minutes as
he got nowhere near Toni
Kroos’s free-kick and
Ramos gratefully headed

into an empty net.
Mario Suarez made a

desperate clearance from
just in front of his own
goal line to prevent
Ronaldo giving Madrid
the lead and Oblak made
a smart low save from
Marcelo as the visitors
held on till half-time.

And incredibly Atletico
struck again within a
minute of the restart after
half-time in similar fash-

ion as Ramos gifted the
ball to Griezmann, who
fed Torres and he cut in-
side Pepe to slot home his
second goal of the night.

The former Liverpool
and Chelsea striker could
even have had a hat-trick
moments later as he wrig-
gled past Ramos inside
the area, but Griezmann
took the loose ball from
his teammate and
smashed a shot just wide.

Ronaldo restored parity
on the night for Carlo
Ancelotti’s men when he
stooped to head in Bale’s
cross from the left nine
minutes after the break.

Benzema had one final
chance to set up a grand-
stand finish, but he
blasted over on the volley
from close range to ensure
Madrid’s winless streak
against Diego Simeone’s
men continues.

JOSH McNary, an
Indianapolis Colts reserve
linebacker charged with
raping a 29-year-old
woman in December, has
been placed on the NFL’s
commissioner exempt list,
the league said on
Thursday.

Being on the list means
McNary cannot play or
practice with the team,
which is in the NFL play-
offs, until his legal issues
are resolved.

McNary, a second-year
NFL player, pleaded not
guilty to the charges on
Thursday and was free
after posting $25,000
bond.

The linebacker was
charged Wednesday in
Marion County Superior
Court with felony rape,

criminal confinement and
battery. He is accused of
attacking the woman in
his Indianapolis apart-
ment when she rejected
his advances.

“He scared me, intimi-
dated me,” the woman told
detectives.

The Colts, who had
asked NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell to place
McNary on the exempt
list, play the New England
Patriots in the American
Football Conference
championship on Sunday
with the winner headed to
the Super Bowl on Feb. 1.

McNary’s lawyer,
Edward Schrager, re-
leased a statement saying
the player denies all the
accusations.

The charges and affi-

davit are not evidence of
wrongdoing, but “simply
one side’s story,” the state-
ment said. “Joshua has
full faith and confidence
in the American way, in-
cluding its justice system.”

McNary, 26, is primarily
a special teams player for
the Colts.He played in col-
lege at Army, becoming
the school’s all-time sack
leader, before serving two
years of active duty in the
military.

He was signed by
Indianapolis as a free
agent in April 2013.

“The Colts sincerely
hope this extraordinarily
serious matter will be re-
solved expeditiously and
that justice will prevail,”
the team said.

Cases of domestic vio-

lence and sexual assault
have rocked the National
Football League in the
past year and Goodell has
responded by toughening
sanctions against offend-
ers.

In the past year, several
players have been placed
on the exempt list, includ-
ing 2012 NFL most valu-
able player Adrian
Peterson, who was
charged with spanking his
4-year-old son with a
switch.

Having McNary on the
list “will permit the inves-
tigation provided by the
league’s Personal Conduct
Policy to run its course
and will afford Josh the
opportunity to focus on his
defense against the
charges,” the Colts said.

Torres double dumps Real Madrid out of Cup

Real Madrid’s Portuguese defender Pepe (L) vies with Atletico Madrid’s forward Fernando Torres during their
Spanish Copa del Rey round 

Colts’ McNary placed on the
NFL’s exempt list

Indianapolis Colts linebacker Josh McNary reacts
against the Denver Broncos in the 2014 AFC
Divisional playoff football game against the Denver
Broncos in Denver
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THE Barbados Rugby
Football Union has
started the new year
with an enthusiastic
turn out for the first
day of their action at
the Historic Garrison
Savannah last
Saturday. Four clubs,
Scorpions, Renegades,
Tridents and
Emperors, fielded
teams for the two XVs
matches which kicked
off at 2:30pm and
4:00pm.

The first match featured
Emperors v Scorpions,
captained by youthful vet-
erans Jeren “Blinki”
Clarke and Dario Stoute
respectively. Both young
men are graduates of the
vibrant rugby schools pro-
gramme and members of
the national senior squad,
with multiple caps to their
credit.

Emperors RFC drew
first blood, mere minutes
into the match with
Romuald “Mou” Allard
using his size, speed and
skill against the opposi-
tion while the spectators
cheered loudly. Simon
Noble added the conver-
sion to take the score to 5-
0. The score remained al-
most embarrassingly one-
sided as the Emperors

swiftly piled on point with
tries from David Burke
and Nickolie Bonnett, and
conversions from the reli-
able boot of Noble.

Spirited defence from
big Scorpions Stephen
Millar and Kevyn Murrell
forced the Emperors to re-
group and adjust their tac-
tics,with “Mou”Allard and
Noble combining forces to
add to the score. Scorpions
mounted a vigorous
counter-attack but were
unable to get over the try
line. Referee Karen
“Kazza” Holmes was kept
busy as the action was fast
and furious. Mikyle
“Honey Badger” Walcott,
displaying his trademark
speed and agility piled on
another two tries for 10
points, while Noble’s boot
converted easily, bringing
the score to 33-0 at half-
time. The lopsided score
really did not reflect the
effort put in by the
Scorpions, who were able
to come close on several
occasions but were unable
to finish off an attack.
Bryan Cummings, BRFU
president Kenneth Payne,
and Shane Taylor put in
memorable efforts.

After the break, the re-
vitalized Scorpions team
took to the field and made

their intentions known
with a lightning quick
runaway try from the
fastest man on the pitch,
Dario Stoute. The conver-
sion was successful and fi-
nally, Scorpions were on
the board at 33-7. Not to
be outdone, Emperors’
Ryan “Kiwi” Scott
promptly upped the ante
once more and the rout
continued. “Mou” Allard
finished the match with a
hat-trick.

Full time score was
Emperors 43 – 7
Scorpions.

The second match of the
day was between
Renegades and Tridents,
with the former leading off
the scoring with a series of

rapid fire phases that re-
sulted in Ramoun “Juice”
Downes scoring. Kevin
“Shakira” Carter unchar-
acteristically missed the
conversion. Undeterred,
Tridents came roaring
back with a hard-fought
try from Romeo Mayers
and conversion by Troy
Grant. Both teams were
fighting hard in a very
physical match that saw
the action rolling the
length and breadth of the
pitch, keeping referee
Rommel Parris very ac-
tive.The half-time score of
Renegades 5 – 7 Tridents
accurately represented
the strong defensive tac-
tics of both teams.

Second half action fea-

tured Jae Bowen and
Leandro “Ice Man” Jordan
of Tridents working to-
gether to put an additional
seven rapid points on the
board.Quickly,Renegades’
fast and tricky Brandon
Walcott replied with a
runaway try, but
“Shakira” Carter missed
the conversion kick once
again. Brandon Walcott
made himself a nuisance
to the opposition, enabling
Carter to score a try that
put Renegades ahead 15-
14, then sealed the deal
with another try and con-
version. Full time score,
Renegades 22 – 14
Tridents.

The action continues
this week (Saturday
January 17) with
Emperors v Tridents at
2:30pm and Scorpions v
Renegades at 4:00pm 

The BRFU is working
diligently with several pri-
mary and secondary
schools to promote the dis-
cipline to students and
help develop the sport to

its fullest potential. In
2014, the National U19
team placed second in the
regional NACRA tourna-
ment, beaten only by pow-
erhouse Mexico. Every
Saturday morning, the
BRFU sponsors the Get
Into Rugby programme at
10am at the Garrison.
This programme is aimed
at school age children, but
all are welcome. In addi-
tion, the U19 squad prac-
tices at 4:00pm every
Friday and interested
young men are invited to
take part.

The senior squad will be
kept busy this year,
preparing for their
NACRA tournament
matches against Guyana
and Trinidad & Tobago, as
well as several visiting
teams from Martinique,
Harvard Business School,
and South Shore Anchors
out of Boston, USA. Later
in the year, teams from
Hong Kong and the
United Kingdom are ex-
pected to tour Barbados.

Rugby season
starts with a
Bang!

Kevin “Shakira” Carter on the attack Dario making a run for his team

Big man Raj making a run
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LEWIS HAMILTON’S fa-
ther knew something had
to be done about the soar-
ing costs of karting and
the huge financial risks
being taken, when his
son was first crowned
Formula One world
champion.

“Back in 2008 we were
getting letters and emails
from people who wanted
their kids to be like
Lewis. Numerous people
were selling their houses
to go karting and taking
their kids out of school,”
Anthony Hamilton told
Reuters.

“One or two British
families sold what
sounded like great
houses to move to Italy to
go karting. I have no idea
where they are now.

“I remember I didn’t re-
ally want the responsibil-
ity of young kids and
their parents losing their
livelihoods or believing
that if you do a little bit of
racing, you get into a top
team race car,” he added.

Competitive karting is

the first step on the mo-
torsport ladder, taking
youngsters from eight
years old to the thresh-
old of single-seater car
racing, for almost all of
today’s grand prix hope-
fuls.

But costs at the top
level have escalated to
the point where some
parents are reportedly
spending six figure sums
annually to ensure their
13 or 14-year-olds get the
best equipment, opportu-
nities and testing.

In Europe, where
youngsters pay fees to
professional teams, it can
cost 10,000 pounds
($15,171) to compete at a
four-day meeting.

There is, however, an
alternative whose organ-
izers hope will become in-
creasingly attractive
with the support of
Formula One
Management and F1
teams, themselves no
strangers to enormous
expenditure.

Formula Kart Stars

(FKS), which has Lewis
Hamilton as its patron
and Anthony as president
while Ayrton Senna’s old
team mate Terry
Fullerton is ‘head guru’,
promises a level playing
field for all entrants for a
fixed cost.

The Cadet class entry
price for 2015 is 25,000
pounds, still a hefty
amount but all inclusive
for a season of 12 rounds,
rising to 35,000 a year for
Juniors.

Out of hand
“I was very concerned

at the cost of karting. You
will hear some horren-
dous figures; kids of nine,
10 and 11 whose parents
are spending over
100,000 pounds a year.
It’s ridiculous,” said FKS
chairman and former
racer Carolynn Hoy.

“What we wanted to do
was provide a champi-
onship that had all the
razamatazz, all the con-
nections, all the support,
all the endorsements but

it ’s a fixed price...so
there’s absolutely noth-
ing you can buy to make
that kart better or go
faster.

"The idea is that dad
can come along with his
son and daughter, their
crash helmet and suit
and a small toolbox and
that’s it. They don’t have
to buy a truck, or
awnings. Everything is
paid, there is nothing
they can pay extra.”

The winner of each
class gets free entry to
the next stage, meaning
that a youngster with
more talent than money
can still hope to emulate
Hamilton.

“In this day and age, I
wouldn’t have lasted one
or two years in karting,”
former McLaren test
driver and ex-kart cham-
pion Gary Paffett told
Reuters.

“It has got out of hand
and there needs to be
something done. What
Carolynn has done with
Formula Kart Stars is

definitely a massive step
in the right direction".

The series boasts that
it represents “the road to
Formula One through
racing and education”
and a mobile classroom,
complete with a teacher
and 20 desks, is housed
in an articulated truck on
site to ensure studies are
not neglected. Schools are
closely involved.

"I made Lewis go to
school. It was part of the
deal,” Anthony Hamilton
said.

“We might have been
funded by Mercedes and
McLaren but there are no
guarantees in life, so you
still need your education.
This is why I am a big fan
of this series.”

Initially focusing on
Britain, the plan is to ex-
pand to other countries
on the F1 calendar with
race winners invited to
their home grands prix
by commercial supremo
Bernie Ecclestone.

“There could be an
Indian championship, a

Malaysian championship
and they will be self-con-
tained but with the same
format,” Hoy said.

Ecclestone, who caused
controversy last year by
suggesting he was more
interested in older fans
who bought expensive
watches and banked 
with sponsors, said he
was concerned the costs
of karting were “out of
control” and is support-
ive.

“He’s incredibly for-
ward thinking for a man
of his age,” said Hoy of
the 84-year-old. “He’s also
aware that the demo-
graphics are not good for
Formula One. They tend
to be older people watch-
ing and he wants young
people in the sport.

“He’s also very strong
about the educational
side of things.”

Ecclestone indicated he
was likely to get more in-
volved. “We’ll have to
fund it,” he told Reuters.
“I’m in the middle of try-
ing to do something.”

Karting series gives hope to desperate dads

FOUR months after the
Seattle Seahawks
routed the Green Bay
Packers in the NFL’s
season opener, the NFC
powerhouses will go at
it again, this time with
a Super Bowl berth at
stake.

The Packers will leave
the comforts of their home
stadium, where they went
undefeated this season, for
a visit to hostile
CenturyLink Field where
the famous “12th Man”
will be in full roar for
Sunday’s conference final.

Seattle romped to a 36-
16 home win over Green
Bay last September and
now find the Packers
standing in the way of
their quest to become the
first team to claim back-
to-back Super Bowl titles
since the New England
Patriots did it a decade
ago.

“It’s exciting but the
job’s not done,” said
Seahawks quarterback
Russell Wilson, who is 2-0

in his career against the
Packers. “We’re on one
mission. You just have to
take it one game at a
time.”

If the Packers are to re-
turn to the Super Bowl for
the second time in four
years they will have to
find a way to win in
Seattle where the favored
Seahawks are 8-1 this sea-
son and won eight consec-
utive home playoff games.

Packers quarterback
Aaron Rodgers,hobbled by
a calf injury that has lim-
ited his mobility, will face
a ferocious Seattle defense
that led the NFL in fewest
points allowed per game,
total defense and pass de-
fense.

Even with one of the
NFL’s most explosive at-
tacks and a lineup loaded
with game breakers and a
Pro Bowl quarterback,
Green Bay will not want to
fall behind.

Seattle is riding a seven-
game winning streak that
dates back to the regular

season and in doing so
have displayed a lethal
knockout punch by
outscoring opponents 102-
20 in the second half of the
game and 62-7 in the
fourth quarter.

“We’re going to have to
be efficient against them,”
said Rodgers about facing
Seattle’s defense.“They’re
a great defense, they’ve
got Pro Bowlers all over
the place and they’re well-
coached.”

Statistically Rodgers
looked like his normal
dominating self in last
week’s divisional playoff
versus Dallas as he passed
for 316 yards and three
touchdowns in a come-
from-behind 26-21 win.

But Rodgers limped his
way through much of that
game and all eyes will
once again be on his in-
jured calf.

“We understand the
job’s not done,” said Green
Bay guard T.J. Lang. “Our
expectation is to win a
championship."

Packers seek revenge
in Seattle with Super
Bowl berth at stake

Green Bay, WI, USA; Green Bay Packers tight end Andrew Quarless (81) cele-
brates with fans as he does the Lambeau Leap following a touchdown
against the Dallas Cowboys in the first quarter in the 2014 NFC Divisional
playoff football game at Lambeau Field.
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IRVING,Texas – DeMarco
Murray had no interest in
discussing his future with
the Dallas Cowboys a day
after a division-round loss
to Green Bay.

Dez Bryant didn’t even
show up when the locker
room was open to re-
porters Monday, far from
unexpected when he knew
the primary topic would
be his huge catch that
could have set up a late
touchdown getting re-
versed on replay in a 26-21
defeat. Not to mention
whether he’ll be back.

The dominant question
of the offseason – along
with how soon coach
Jason Garrett gets a new
contract – will be the sta-
tus of the NFL rushing
leader in Murray and the
league’s top producer of re-
ceiving touchdowns in
Bryant.

Both are free agents,
and both would take a big
chunk of a salary cap
that’s still a little tight for
the Cowboys even after
dumping franchise sacks
leader DeMarcus Ware
last year.

“I’m not worried about
my future,” Murray said
shortly after offering a
terse “I don’t know” to the
question of whether he

would be back. “I just lost
a big game, the biggest
game of my life. Just not
worried about it right now.
Just relax with my family
and get away from it for a
little bit.”

Bryant won’t be able to
get away from questions
about the catch that was-
n’t for a long time, maybe
until he gets past the divi-
sional round, if that ever
happens. It was a play of
such magnitude, even de-
fensive players were get-
ting questions about
whether it was a catch,
and whether the rule
should change.

Of course the Cowboys
are going to say it was a
catch, but several were
quick to add that there
were other opportunities
to get the storied franchise
to an NFC championship
game for the first time in
19 years. The longest pre-
vious gap between confer-
ence title games was nine
years.

“I looked at it over and
over,” defensive end
Jeremy Mincey said. “It
was definitely frustrating.
But it shouldn’t have even
came down to one play.We
missed some key tackles
and that’s what hurt us.”

A season that began

with owner Jerry Jones
tamping down expecta-
tions by telling thousands
of fans at a kickoff lunch-
eon that his team faced an
“uphill battle” ended with
the first playoff berth -
and postseason victory -
since 2009.

“It didn’t matter what
anyone else had to say
outside of these walls,”
said cornerback Brandon
Carr, who didn’t have an
interception for the first
time in his career and
could be asked to take a
pay cut if he wants to re-
turn.

“It was motivating, en-
tertaining at times. We
had a mission and task at
hand. Although it was a
good season, we still feel
like we had much more to
prove. We weren’t done
with our journey.”

Jones may have a hard
time keeping play-caller
Scott Linehan, a catalyst
for Murray’s huge season,
and defensive coordinator
Rod Marinelli.The former
Detroit coach made the
Cowboys competitive with
several bargain-basement
pieces, and Dallas was
much better than the
league’s worst defense
from a year ago.

“We have a special thing

going with all the pieces
that are in this building
right now,” Carr said. “We
have something special
brewing and the chem-
istry’s definitely coming
around and you can see it
on the field.”

Tony Romo was still
standing at the end of a
season that started with
the 34-year-old quarter-
back coming off back sur-
gery. He missed a game
with another back injury,
and played through a left
knee injury in the loss to
the Packers.

Bryant is likely to rejoin
Romo because the
Cowboys can use the fran-
chise tag on him at least
once if they can’t agree on
a long-term deal. If
Murray returns as well,
Romo will also have trusty
tight end Jason Witten
and a young offensive line
considered one of the best
in the league.

“You just don’t know
how many opportunities
like this will come
around,” Romo said after
the game. “That is the
hardest part. You just
don’t know. You know
everything you had to do
to get to this point and
now you have to do it
again.”

Cowboys move on with question
of future of Murray, Bryant

LAS VEGAS – Floyd
Mayweather Jr. wants
a fight with Manny
Pacquiao more than
ever, a top Showtime
executive said
Thursday, and negotia-
tions continue to make
the long anticipated
bout a reality on May 2.

Stephen Espinoza told
The Associated Press that
Mayweather has not wa-
vered in his determination
to fight Pacquiao in what
would be the richest fight
ever.

“Personally I’ve been in-
volved in these negotia-
tions continuously since
the very first in 2009,”
Espinoza said. “I can say
I’m not sure there’s a point
where I personally ob-
served him wanting it
more than over the last
few months.”

Pacquiao promoter Bob
Arum said this week that
his fighter has agreed to
all terms dictated by the
Mayweather camp and
that all that stood in the
way of the bout was the
approval of Mayweather
himself.But Espinoza said
there were still some is-
sues to discuss, though
progress has been made.

“We’re making mean-
ingful progress but if we
were running a race we
would still have a ways to
go,” he said. “Everyone is
trying to get to the finish
line as soon as possible.”

Espinoza, Showtime’s
executive vice president
for sports, confirmed there
have been parallel talks
between Showtime and
HBO over how the fight
would be televised, and
that those talks were on-
going.Pacquiao is an HBO
fighter,while Mayweather
would be fighting for the
fifth time in a six-fight
deal with Showtime.

The two deals are inter-
twined, he said, but de-
clined to talk about the de-
tails of either negotiation.

“We all mutually agreed

we’re not going to negoti-
ate in the press,”Espinoza
said. “There’s been some
misinformation out there
and in general all sides re-
alize that the less said
publicly the better.”

Arum said earlier that
Pacquiao agreed to every-
thing from the purse split
(reportedly 60-40 in
Mayweather’s favor) to the
gloves to who goes in the
ring first in the welter-
weight title fight.His com-
ments were seen as an ef-
fort to turn up the heat on
Mayweather, who hasn’t
spoken publicly about
Pacquiao since declaring
on Showtime last month
that he wanted to fight
him on May 2.

Though there has long
been tension between the
two networks, it is unlikely
that friction would hold up
the fight. The plan would
be for a joint pay-per-view
broadcast like the one in
2002 when Mike Tyson
and Lennox Lewis met for
the heavyweight title.

An HBO spokesman
said he was not aware of
any talks, and said no
HBO executives would
comment on the possibility
of the fight.

The bout would be box-
ing’s richest ever, deliver-
ing likely paydays of some
$120 million for
Mayweather and $80 mil-
lion for Pacquiao. It would
likely have the biggest
pay-per-view price, too, ex-
pected to be in the $85-90
range.

Espinoza said he is con-
fident that it will be a box
office smash, despite the
time that has gone by
since it was first proposed.

“Hard core fans wish it
would have happened five
years ago but that doesn’t
mean they won’t watch it,”
he said. “There doesn’t
seem to be any diminution
of public interest in this
fight even though it has
taken awhile to get to this
point."

Mayweather
wants
Pacquiao
more than
ever

Floyd Mayweather Jr.

UNITED STATES striker
Jozy Altidore on Friday
completed his move from
Sunderland to Major
League Soccer’s Toronto
FC as part of the deal in
which former England
forward Jermain Defoe
moves in the opposite di-
rection.

Altidore, 25, has strug-
gled at Sunderland where
he managed just one
league goal in 21 league
appearances after joining
from Dutch club AZ
Alkmaar in 2013.

At Toronto he will team
up with United States
team mate Michael
Bradley, who last year
moved back from Europe
for a big- money deal with
the Canadian club.

Altidore began his ca-
reer with the Metrostars,
now the New York Red
Bulls, before moving at
the age of 18 to Spanish
club Villarreal.

He had one year loan in
the Premier League with
Hull City, scoring once, be-

fore he was sold by
Villarreal to AZ Alkmaar
in the Netherlands.

Altidore was a success
with Alkmaar, scoring 38
goals in 59 league games
before returning to
England for his ill-fated
spell with Sunderland.

Toronto have been in
MLS for eight seasons but
have yet to reach the play-
offs despite investing
heavily in players and
coaching staff.

The club will be hoping
that Altidore can capture
the kind of form he has
shown for Juergen
Klinsmann’s national
team in which he has
been a regular starter,
scoring 25 goals in 76
games.

“Our top priority is
building a winning club
with players that are com-
mitted to the TFC vision.
Jozy is a special player,
and checks off all of the
boxes that we look for in a
player,” general manager
Tim Bezbatchenko said.

American Altidore returns
to MLS with Toronto

      



REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 

SERVICES
Your Booking Agent for 

Live Musicians
Caribbean Musician

Tel:230- 9500

CHURCH
NOTICES
JAMES STREET

METHODIST CHURCH
BRIDGETOWN

SUNDAY JANUARY 18, 2015

6:30AM
REV ADRIAN ODLE

9:00AM
REV DERRICK RICHARDS

SAC HOLY BAPTISM

5:00PM
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

SERVICE

HAWTHORN
METHODIST CHURCH

WORTHING
CHRIST CHURCH

SUNDAY JANUARY 18, 2015

9:00AM
REV PHYLLIS BRATHWAITE

5:00PM
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

SERVICE 
(JAMES STREET METHODIST)

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com
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WINS that were stripped from the record
of Penn State football coach Joe Paterno
after the Jerry Sandusky child sex abuse
scandal will be restored to settle a
lawsuit filed by Pennsylvania state
officials, the NCAA said on Friday.

The governing body of U.S. college
sports had voided Penn State’s football
victories for 14 seasons as part of a
package of sanctions to punish the school
for failing to stop the abuse by former
assistant football coach Sandusky.
Reinstating the wins restores the late
Paterno’s record as the winningest head
coach in big-time U.S. college football
history.

Penn State officials were accused of
not taking action after being alerted that
Sandusky was sexually abusing children,
sometimes in the locker room showers.

The scandal led to Paterno being fired
along with other top school officials
shortly after the scandal broke in

November 2011. Months later he died of
lung cancer in Jan. 2012 at age 85.

Sandusky, 70, is serving 30 to 60 years
in prison after being convicted of
molesting ten boys.

A judge this week ruled that Penn
State’s ex-President Graham Spanier,
former Athletic Director Tim Curley, and
ex-Vice President Gary Schultz must face
trial on criminal charges they tried to
hamper the investigation into the abuse.

At the time the sanctions were imposed
in July 2012, Mark Emmert, president of
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association said Penn State had put
“hero worship and winning at all costs”
ahead of integrity, honesty and
responsibility.

The university also was fined $60
million, banned from lucrative post-
season games for four years and had the
number of scholarships available to
players reduced from 25 to 15.

HAMPERED by lingering back
problems, Bode Miller skied the
Lauberhorn downhill course on Friday,
but only as a forerunner with the
American in no condition to compete at
World Cup level.

“I’m trying to prepare. You’ve got to
work with what you’ve got. I’m not
healthy enough to race but I’m healthy
enough to run this course,” the former
world and Olympic champion told
reporters after deciding not to start
Sunday’s downhill in Wengen. Back
problems kept the twice World Cup
winner out of racing this season as he
gears up for the world championships at
home in Beaver Creek next month,
probably his last major event at the age
of 37.

“There’s always different challenges,
there’s fitness and equipment and the
others have thousands of hours of skiing
by now and I have twenty or fifteen or so,”
Miller said.

“I have to be ready to pull the plug
because if I’m not ready, I’m not going to
risk severe injury because of one thing or
another.”

Even a simple training run in Wengen
was grueling.

“It was tough but I was prepared for
this,” he said, “The last training I felt I
had some possibilities but even though I
felt like I wanted to race mentally,
physically I think it would have been a
mistake.”

“My back is not ready to race the World
Cup yet. Portions of this course are really
easy and I’m still pushing my back to
the limits of what it can endure. I’m
definitely taking risks just being out
here,” Miller said.

Although he has won two downhills in
Wengen, the American has yet to win the

season’s showcase event, the
Hahnenkamm in Kitzbuehel next week.

“Kitzbuehel has always been a huge
goal but we’re kind of taking it day by
day. If I’m ready to race I’ll absolutely do
it.But these are not gentle and easy hills.
You can’t only go halfway.There’s no such
thing as taking it easy there.”

“It’s the classic of our tour but it’s going
to be a last- minute decision there too.”

FORMER World Cup champion
Carlo Janka ended a four-year
drought with victory in a World
Cup super-combined in Wengen
yesterday. Winner of the overall
World Cup in 2010, the towering
Swiss last won a top-flight race in
Kranjska Gora in 2011, weeks after
undergoing heart surgery.

The former world and Olympic giant
slalom champion had only made it on to
the podium once since, in the Wengen
super-combined two seasons ago.

“I don’t know why Wengen is such a
good place for me. As far back as I can
see, I’ve always done well here,” said
the Swiss, who twice won the classic
Lauberhorn downhill at the venue.

Impressive in the morning’s downhill
run on a course he knows like the palm
of his hand, Janka showed versatile
skills to hold his ground in the slalom
and beat French specialist Victor
Muffat-Jeandet by 1.31 seconds.

Veteran Ivica Kostelic was third, 1.38
adrift, for his 13th podium in Wengen.

In Cortina d’Ampezzo, fog and local
favorite Elena Fanchini ruined Lindsey
Vonn’s chances of equaling the record
number of World Cup victories.

The 29-year-old Fanchini, who only
had one previous World Cup win in
Lake Louise nine years ago, made the
best of the conditions to win a
shortened downhill in one minute 9.53
seconds.

NCAA to restore wins
to Penn State’s Paterno
after sex scandal

Swiss Janka ends
four-year drought

Creaking Miller still
chasing competitive edge

In the settlement, Penn State’s wins from 1998 to 2011 would be restored,
again making Joe Paterno (front), who died in 2012, the winningest head coach
in college football. 

Winner Carlo Janka of Switzerland is flanked by second placed Victor Muf
fat-Jeandet of France (left) and Croatia’s third placed Ivica Kostelic during the
podium ceremony of the Alpine Skiing World Cup Super Combined in Wengen
January 16, 2015.

Bode Miller of the U.S. jumps during
the men’s Alpine Skiing World Cup
Downhill training in Wengen January
15, 2015. 
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THREE-TIME former
heavyweight world
champion
Muhammad Ali has
left hospital after
receiving follow-up
care for a urinary
tract infection.

Ali was released from
hospital earlier this
month following a two-
week stay before being
readmitted.

Family spokesman Bob

Gunnell said Ali had left
the undisclosed hospital
and returned to one of
his homes.

He added that Ali was
looking forward to
celebrating his 73rd
birthday on Saturday
with family and friends.

The American retired
from boxing in 1981
before being diagnosed
with Parkinson’s Disease
in 1984.

Muhammad
Ali leaves
hospital after
treatment

OLYMPIC figure skating
bronze medalist and 2012
world champion Carolina
Kostner has been handed
a 16-month ban after
Italian officials found her
guilty of assisting ex-
boyfriend Alex Schwazer
in covering up his doping.

The Italian race walker,
who struck gold in the
50km walk at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, was
banned for three-and-a-
half years after failing a
drugs test in 2012.

Kostner admitted lying
to officials when they
arrived at her home
looking for Schwazer so
that he could provide a
sample for a drug test.

She told them that
Schwazer was not around
but added that she did not
know he was using

performance-enhancing
drugs.

“I’m determined to go
right to the end to find
justice. Of course I am not
happy, I feel very bitter
and disappointed,”
Kostner told Italian media
on Friday after the
country’s anti-doping
tribunal handed down its
verdict.

Schwazer pulled out of
defending his Olympic title
in London in 2012 after
admitting that he bought
EPO and lied to Kostner
about storing the banned
substance in their fridge.

Kostner, who is
appealing the ban to the
Court of Arbitration for
Sport, added: “I lied on his
request.But I never,never
covered for him, because I
had no idea what he was

doing.”
Kostner’s ban starts

from Friday and hence the
27-year-old will not lose
any of her medals. As she
had already decided to sit
out the 2014-15 season,
she was not due to compete
in this year’s world
championships in
Shanghai in March.

The Italian Olympic
Committee (CONI)
prosecutor had asked for a

27-month ban to be
imposed on the skater but
the tribunal has the final
say.

Crowd favourite
Kostner, a six-times world
championships medalist
and five-times European
champion, finally won an
Olympic medal at her
third Winter Games with a
sultry performance to
Ravel’s Bolero in Sochi last
year.

Figure skater
Kostner banned
16-months for
cover-up

Former boxing champion Muhammad Ali is seen at
the Norman Mailer Center’s 4th Annual Benefit Gala
on Oct. 4, 2012, in New York City.

Bronze medallist Carolina Kostner of Italy.
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A SYNCHRONISED ap-
proach to maritime secu-
rity is necessary for the 
region, and thanks to a 
recent course 34 officers
from 13 CARICOM member
states are now better
equipped to respond to any
issue that may arise on the
high seas.

Speaking to the media yes-
terday at the Barbados Coast
Guard headquarters, after the
closing ceremony of a maritime
planning course, Commander
Aquinas Clarke outlined that
the Caribbean countries must
work closely to address issues
related to nautical affairs.

“A problem in one Eastern
Caribbean island becomes a
problem in another, so the way
we operate within this region is
that we try to synchronise
practices so that if for example
during an operation we have

to hand over to St. Vincent or
St. Lucia, we pretty much have
an idea what we are going to
do. We know the capabilities
that they have and they know
our capabilities. So what this
course provides is an opportu-
nity to synchronise operations,
to synchronise planning and
we take it all the way down to
the tactical level,” he stated.

The British government,
through its International
Maritime Training Division,
conducted the five-day pro-
gramme, and trainer
Lieutenant Commander
Howard Clark of the Royal
Navy’s International Maritime
Training team pointed out that
the course taught students on
the complexities of the threat,
law, rules of engagement and
how to do operations out in the
waters.

CO-OPERATION on Page 7

REGION
MUST
WORK 
AS ONE

Amla milestone sets 
up easy SA win over

Windies

PAGE 22

Barbados Coast Guard’s Assistant Sub-Lieutenant Kerry Byron (left) accepts his course 
completion certificate from Commander Aquinas Clarke.
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