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COMPELLING new research
has emerged to show that
teenagers who smoke marijuana
are 60 per cent less likely to 
complete secondary school or ob-
tain a degree, compared with
those who have never used the
drug.

As such, Orlando Jones, Drug
Counsellor and head of the

Centre for Counselling Addiction
Support Alternatives (CASA), is
calling on officials here in
Barbados to refrain from em-
barking on the road to decrimi-
nalisation and/or legalisation of
the drug.

Jones says the agency also
stands in need of more funds to
better deal with the numerous

young persons who are referred
to CASA on account of mari-
juana use or anti-social behav-
iour.

In an article entitled
“Marijuana – The Terrible
Truth” sent to The Barbados
Advocate in the midst of Drug
Awareness Month,Jones pointed
to the Lancet Psychiatry Study,

which also found that daily users
of marijuana are seven times
more likely to attempt suicide;
have an 18 times greater chance
of marijuana dependency; and
are eight times as likely to go on
to use other illegal drugs.

Jones cites Richard Mattick,
Study Author and Professor of
Drug and Alcohol Studies at the

National Drug and Alcohol
Research Centre, University of
New South Wales,Australia,who
concluded that “the findings are
particularly timely, given that
several US states and countries
in Latin America have made
moves to decriminalise or 
legalise marijuana”.
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By Ashlee Cox

EXECUTIVE Vice President of the
Barbados Hotel and Tourism
Association (BHTA), Sue Springer,
has made the call for those who al-
ready work in the tourism sector to
encourage more youth to train in
the industry, instead of putting it
down.

She was speaking at the Mango Bay
Group Staff Awards Ceremony, which
was an initiative of the Group to ex-
press their appreciation and gratitude
to their staff for a job well done over the
past year.

Springer recalled an incident in which
she overheard a team member telling
another that he would not want his chil-
dren to work in the sector, even though
he was happy and had become passion-
ate about it. Explaining that this was
when she used to manage hotels, she
noted that she had had a “fantastic”
time in the industry and worried about
the message they were sending to the
future workers of the sector.

Calling for more tourism veterans to
lead by example, she said, “I impart 
that the future is the young
people…and they will be what will 
take our industry forward. We must
lead by example and not put down this
industry. It is such a fantastic industry
with so many opportunities,” she 
added.

According to the BHTA official, with
many of the airlines increasing the size
of their planes and the number of flights
to the island, coupled with the renewed
construction of several hotels, includ-
ing the restoration of Sam Lord’s Castle,
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CASA highlights new findings about marijuana

Chef Peter Layne (right) receives the Chairman’s Award from Chairman of the Mango Bay Group, Peter Odle. 
INSET: Barbados Hotel and Tourism Association’s (BHTA) Executive Vice President, Sue Springer.
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THE invaluable contri-
bution of Sir Lawrence
Vernon Harcourt
Lewis GCM JP to the
development of key
sectors in Barbados

has been immortalised
as news of his death on
Tuesday spread across
the island.

Sir Harcourt, who
passed away at the age of

83, was awarded a
K n i g h t h o o d b y H e r
Majesty Queen Elizabeth
in the 2010 New Year
Honours, for his outstand-
ing contribution to the fi-

nancial and public sec-
tors.

In a tribute issued yes-
terday, the Barbados
Association of Retired
Persons, Sir Harcourt was

described as a true son of
the soil in every respect.
“During his lifetime he
served his country at gov-
ernmental, non-govern-
mental and community

levels and was pivotal in
the development of
Barbados’ financial sector.

“A member of the
Barbados Association of
Retired Persons soon after
its inception, Sir Harcourt
was a very dear and com-
mitted volunteer of the or-
ganization serving as
Chairman of the BARP
Golden Health Oversight
Committee until his pass-
ing.”

The former Minister re-
sponsible for the Civil
Service worked in a num-
ber of governmental and
non-governmental organ-
isations over the years
and was also closely affil-
iated with the Methodist
Church and the Boys
Scouts Association.

The stalwart of the
credit union movement
has also been recognised
for his sterling contribu-
tion to the movement.The
Belmont Road headquar-
ters of the Barbados
Public Workers’
Cooperative Credit Union
has named a section of
that institution the L.V.
Harcourt Lewis Building.

Back on February 4,
2010, all work stopped at
the Insurance
Corporation of Barbados
Ltd, of which he served as
chairman between 1978
and 1981, so that past and
present staff could ex-
press appreciation to Sir
Harcourt for his invalu-
able contribution to the
company.

During the ceremony
Sir Harcourt stated that it
is the collective vision of
former Managing
Director David Deane,
then Managing Director
Wismar Greaves, himself
and dedicated staff that
have put the ICBL in good
stead over the years.

“We were able to get a
company going that we
are very proud of. It has
become a very important
institution partially
owned by Government,
fully owned [by
Government] in the early
stages, but that is history-
but we have to flow with
history.”

“We have to recognise
that these things have to
happen. Sometimes in
order to expand opera-
tions you have to step out
into the deep – and in
stepping into the deep we
must try to ensure that
we do not sink. As far as I
am aware, ICB is, if not
the leader, one of the two
leaders in insurance and I
am very proud of what
ICBL has done over the
years and continues to
do,” he stated. (JH)
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“FOR me, this is
Christmas in January.”

An elated Tasheika
Springer uttered these
words yesterday as she
was handed a $40 000
cheque as the grand prize
winner of Digicel’s
‘Together We Make
Christmas Better’ promo-
tion.

Informed earlier in the
week that she had won a
television, Springer was
visibly shocked as officials
from the Digicel and the
media turned up at her
Warners Terrace home to
inform her of her fortune.

Desirous of becoming
an entrepreneur, she told
the media that the money
would be start-up capital
needed for her business of
importing material.

“I only decided last
month that this is what I
was going to do and now I
have the funds,” she said,
while enthusiastically
thanking Digicel for the
prizes.

A few moments later,
the Digicel team headed
over to ScotiaBank
Warrens and handed over
a $20 000 cheque to sec-
ond-prize winner Keisha
Straughn.

Surprised at her luck,
Straughn stated that she
had never won anything
before and would be put-
ting pen to paper in de-
ciding how to use the
cash. She also thanked
the telecommunications
company for her win-

nings.
The two grand winners

also took home a
Samsung S5, with $2 500
in credit from Digicel and
a 40 inch television unit

and surround system
compliments Courts.

The competition started
on December 5, and for
five weeks, Digical cus-
tomers who topped up

with $11 or more, acti-
vated a data plan, pur-
chased select handsets
from the Digicel stores
and existing postpaid cus-
tomers were automati-

cally entered to win a
share of over a quarter of
a million dollars in cash
and prizes.

Throughout the promo-
tion daily prizes of a

Samsung S5 mini with
$800 free credit and
weekly prizes of $5 000, a
32-inch television, and a
Samsung S5 mini with $1
000 in free credit. (JMB)
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the arrival of Sandals and
Beaches at Almond Beach
Village, all of this heralds

many opportunities for
the sector.

“With all of this con-
struction it will mean that
a number of hotels that

have closed over the past
five to ten years will actu-
ally now become re-opera-
tional and that will mean
that Barbados will once

again get back to the hotel
room number of 6 500
rooms as we were over five
to ten years ago,” she
noted.

Continuing, she added,
“The guest experience is
very important and once
on island they want to be
active, and to actual inte-

grate into what is happen-
ing in the community and
enjoy the fabulous food
and attractions that are
available”.

Hotel occupancy levels improving

By Patricia Thangaraj

THE Catholic Diocese of
Barbados will be doing
their part to help their
neighbours in St. Vincent
recover from the recent
tragedy which struck that
island when a minivan
carrying approximately
16 schoolchildren and
three adults swerved off
the road and went into the
sea.

This was revealed by
the Bishop of Bridgetown,
Most Rev. Dr. Charles
Jason Gordon yesterday

at a press conference at
their headquarters

He said that efforts
started off with a press re-
lease immediately follow-
ing the event a few days
ago.

“What happened in St.
Vincent earlier in the
week was very tragic.
That you have lost several
young people in the event
where the maxi went out
of control and turned over
etc etc. What we did im-
mediately was start by
trying to comfort people
and so on the same day

the Catholic Church sent
out a press release just
saying that people are
going to be asking ques-
tions, ‘Why did this hap-
pen? Why did this happen
to me? Where is God is
this?’”

“This release was im-
perative because there
would be a lot of persons
asking themselves why
did this have to happen to
them. …Also, I went to the
media the next morning,
both here in Barbados and
in St. Vincent – to two
media houses – to talk a

little bit about the process
of grieving and helping
young people especially to
grieve because this effects
them very deeply.A young
person, a teenager, thinks
that they are invisible
until someone close to
them and their age group
dies and then it bursts the
bubble and that is really
traumatic.”

He stated that
Monsignor Stewart, who
serves as both the Vicar
General of the Diocese
and the Chair of the
Christian Council, went

down to Fancy, the area
where the accident oc-
curred and met with sev-
eral of the family mem-
bers that lost young ones
and he also passed
through one of the schools
that was affected where
he got a first-hand assess-
ment of what the situation
is and what is required.

In addition, two psy-
chologists from Barbados
are also going to St.
Vincent to lend their sup-
port. Marcus Lashley left
yesterday and will spend
today there. He has been

working through the
Council to make sure that
they reach the affected
persons.

There will also be a
service in Fancy to bring
the religious leaders and
the community together
so that they can start the
grieving process. The sec-
ond psychologist from
Barbados will leave on
Saturday and he will be a
part of this service and he
will stay on Monday
where he would work with
those schools that had the
greatest losses.

Catholics demonstrating neighbourly spirit

Big bucks for two Digicel winners

Grand Prize Winner Tasheika Springer (third from left) poses with her prizes along with (from left) Digicel’s Products Manager
Fabien Barker, Commercial Operations Director Tanya Menzies-Beckford, and Marketing Executive Randy Howard.
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By Patricia Thangaraj

THERE has been an in-
crease in the number
of persons seeking wel-
fare services from the
Catholic Diocese in
Barbados.

This is according to the
Bishop of Bridgetown,
Most Rev. Dr. Charles
Jason Gordon who spoke
to the media yesterday at
a press conference at their
headquarters.

“There is and it has been
growing over the last four
years – well more than
four years, five to six
years. But it has been
growing every year and
the real challenge is when
you meet someone who
has been having a life and
making ends meet and
one day they wake up and
that is no longer possible,
that is a tough one be-
cause that is now a serious
adjustment down and we
also do work helping peo-
ple with that.”

He stated that they also

have a clinic for children
who have learning issues.
“We also have a clinic for
children who have learn-
ing challenges we do work
helping the children get-
ting adjusted with in the
school and especially in
settling themselves be-
cause that is the other
level. When parents are
adjusting down, children
are also adjusting down
and the trauma is a very
real trauma.”

There is also a hub
where persons who are
currently out of work can
get career advice among
other things.

“We have stared the hub
and the hub is actively
working with people who
are unemployed and try-
ing to help them match
their skills with opportu-
nities that exist within the
country.”

The office for the hub is
located at the Bishop’s of-
fice in Ladymeade
Gardens and the working
office is on the compound
of the St. Patrick’s Roman

Catholic Cathedral up-
stairs by the Youth
Secretariat.

This group is also work-
ing in bringing in a con-
tainer of medical supplies
for the hospital and food
for the less fortunate
among other projects, said
the Bishop.

“They have been active.
Right now they are speak-
ing with an organisation
in Miami for the poor and
working to bring a con-
tainer of medical supplies
that would go to the hospi-
tal to alleviate the short-
ages there and they would
also be bringing in food
stuff and other stuff that
would be distributed to
the many feeding centres
– not just the Catholic
feeding centres but the
many feeding centres – in
the country and through
our international part-
ners, we will be bringing
stuff in, distributing it to
make sure that the most
vulnerable in the society
will receive what we can
offer.”

Increase in those
seeking welfare

MARIJUANA 
from Page 1

The same can be said
of some governments in
the Caribbean including
Bermuda and Jamaica
who are considering the
issue of decriminalisa-
tion and or legalisation
of marijuana, he added.

Jones further argues
that a 20 year study into
the effects of long term
marijuana use, has de-
molished the argument
that the drug is safe.

“The paper recently
published in August
2014 by Professor Wayne
Hall, a drugs advisor to
the World Health
Organisation (WHO),
builds a compelling case
against those who deny
the devastation that
marijuana use can have
on the brain. Some of his
findings indicate that:
One in six teenagers who
smoke marijuana regu-

larly become dependent
on it; Marijuana users do
less well  at school,
Heavy marijuana use in
adolescence appears to
impair intellectual de-
velopment, Marijuana
use doubles the risk of
developing psychiatric
disorders including
Schizophrenia and one
in ten adults who regu-
larly smoke the drug be-
came dependent and
those who use it  are
likely to go on to use
harder drugs.

The paper also sug-
gests that smoking mar-
ijuana doubles the risk
of a car crash, a risk
which increases sub-
stantially if the driver
has also had a drink of
alcohol, smoking mari-
juana while pregnant re-
duces that baby’s birth
weight and habitual
users also suffer an in-
creased risk of heart dis-
ease and cancer.

“In view of these re-
cent published findings
and in view of the num-
ber of adolescents who
have been referred for
Counselling because of
marijuana use and asso-
ciated anti-social behav-
iour, caution is necessary
before our officials here
in Barbados embark on
the road to decriminali-
sation and or legalisa-
tion of the drug,” Jones
stressed.

“Importantly, more
funding is necessary to
assist agencies like the
Centre for Counselling
Addiction Support
Alternatives (CASA) to
support their pro-
grammes which are
youth focused and
geared towards the edu-
cation, prevention and
treatment of marijuana
and other drugs use, par-
ticularly among our
young people” he said.
(RSM)

Negative effects of
marijuana use 
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By Ashlee Cox

IT is how you feel inside that
matters, so said, BHTA
Executive Vice President,
Sue Springer, as she deliv-
ered remarks at the Mango
Bay Group staff Awards
Ceremony, which was held at
the Island Inn Hotel recently.

According to Springer, as she
addressed the Mango Bay staff,
it is what we do and how we do
it, how we project that helps our
people, whether it be our team,
colleague,manager,guest or chil-
dren.

Explaining that with such a
surplus of negativity over the
past three years,and many have
felt the impact of this in one way
or another, however, as noted by
Springer, one of the best things
that can come out of such cir-
cumstances, like recession, de-
pression and rough economic
times, is the chance to grow to-
gether and get better. This she
states, can often allow us to get
to ‘know ourselves better and de-
velop a true sense of purpose,
when we face some of our tough-
est circumstances, this is when

we can really, truly see who we
are’.

Explaining that as the indus-
try grew, they could no longer
take certain things for granted
and would have to use the re-
duced resources that they had in
a positive way and be innovative
in what they did.

According to Springer, it may
not be easy to pull away form the
negativity and set it aside how-
ever, she strongly stressed that
everyone had a responsibility for
how they felt and what they did.

“ I wish to suggest tonight that
one of the greatest benefits that
we can take away is the under-

standing of how we feel on the in-
side which must never be deter-
mined by what’s happening
around us on the outside,” she
noted.

Continuing, she added,“Any of
us who have waited for the econ-
omy, our financial realities, our
bosses, our spouses and/or part-
ners,our children,our family,our
work colleagues and even our
guests and the Politicians, to
change before we feel good on the
Inside are in trouble-, in big
Trouble!It is up to each one of us
to decide what is important in
our life and to know who you
are”.

Only you are responsible
for you!

Best Team player, Alison Smith, receives her award from
Chairman of the Mango Bay Group, Peter Odle.

Finance Director, Laura Seymour, receiving her award from
Peter Odle, Chairman of the Mango Bay Group.

Debbie McCollin receives her award!
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MANY outstanding
Barbadians were
presented with
official Insignia after
being honoured in the
2014 National
Independence
Honours during a
ceremony on
Wednesday morning
at Government
House.

The awards were
presented by Governor
General, Sir Elliott
Belgrave and were
witnessed by Prime
Minister the Right
Honourable Freundel
Stuart, Chief Justice Sir
Marston Gibson and
members of  Cabinet,
along with specially
invited guests.

Several
Barbadians
receive
tremendous
honours

Medical doctor and iron art sculptor Dr. Lawrence Bannister as he received 
insignia for the Gold Crown of Merit, in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to medicine, Barbadian literature and art.

Barbados Service Star awardee Jack Hoad, was recognised for his contribution
to sports, in particular, sailing.

Barbados Service Medal awardee Victor Clifford, was awarded for his 
outstanding dedication to the growth of the theatre arts, both in Barbados 
and the Caribbean.

Barbados Service Star awardee William Tempro received his award in 
recognition of his contribution made to sports, in particular, sailing.

The Barbados Service Star went to 98 year old veteran nurse, Euline Burrowes.
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THERE is a call to
embrace the
opportunities being
presented by China.

“China has opened its
doors. [China] has in fact
expressed its interest in
establishing a platform
for cooperation,” says
Barbados’ Ambassador to
China, Dr. Chelston
Brathwaite.

“I think this is
something that we in the
Caribbean, Barbados in
particular, have to take
on board. Our

development cannot be
based exclusively on
inward looking policies,
we have to look out. We
have to see how we grow
by connecting with the
rest of the world, and see
how we can bring to our
shores those strategic
initiatives that can help
us develop our own
capacity internally.”

Dr. Brathwaite was at
the time addressing the
media briefing at the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on the outcome of

the First Ministerial
Meeting of the Forum of
China and the
Community of Latin
American and Caribbean
States (CELAC).

“We see the China –
CELAC Forum as a
strategic mechanism to
concretise a lot of
discussion that has taken
place over time, and to
concretise a lot of projects
that have been in the
pipeline and have not
realised their full
potential,” he said.

“The idea of a Forum
for Latin America, the
Caribbean and China –
is in my view not only a
mechanism for
China–Latin America
and Caribbean
cooperation, but it is also
a forum for Latin
America–Caribbean
cooperation. Because we
have tended in this
region not to focus on our
strengths and the
positives that identify us,
we have tended in the
past to focus on the

negatives and the things
that divide us. I think the
time has come with
Chinese support, to begin
to identify what are the
things that hold us
together, and what are
the strategic elements of
cooperation that we can
build on.”

The Ambassador
further stressed that the
relationship with China
should be beyond

political or cultural, but
one that also seeks to
work in areas of
sustainable energy,
tourism, business,
education, technology
transfer.

“These are very
important initiatives in
which China can help us
to build a new economy,
and to diversify the
basics of our economic
development.” (TL)

Take hold of opportunities presented by China

A TEAM from the China
Exim Bank is expected to
visit Barbados very soon
to carry out an inspection
of the historic Sam Lord’s
Castle site.

The St. Philip property
will in an estimated two
years be a fully
operational 450-room
hotel, and the castle will
be restored.

The US$200 million
project is part of a
memorandum of
understanding between
the Barbados Tourism

Investment Inc. and the
Government of China.

“The team will be
interacting with relevant
share holders for them to
make a final assessment.
If approved, they will
submit the whole project
to the government to be
ratified,” revealed
Ambassador to the
People’s Republic of China
to Barbados, Wang Ke.

She was at the time
addressing a media
briefing at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and

Foreign Trade on the
outcome of the First
Ministerial Meeting of the
China and Community of
Latin America and
Caribbean States
(CELAC) Form which was
held in Beijing, on
January 8th and 9th.

Besides the Sam Lord’s
Castle Project, the
Ambassador also
acknowledged that within
the Caribbean there a
number of major projects
in the pipeline (such as
roads and seaports),

which will be financed by
Chinese financial
institutions.

“We are looking forward
for the Sam Lord’s Castle
project to proceed very
smoothly. We are
expecting an early start of
construction of this
project which will be very
conducive to the tourism
in this country and
further to the
improvement of economic
financial status of this
country,” she said.

(TL)

Chinese team expected to
visit Sam Lord’s Castle 

Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China to Barbados, Wang Ke; Senator Maxine McClean, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade; and Barbados’ Ambassador to China, Dr. Chelston Brathwaite during the
media briefing on the outcome of the First Ministerial Meeting of the Forum of China and the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

       



There should be no compulsion in religion – Holy
Quran -Ch.2 v.257

TO answer our own question, in one sense we are.We
refer, of course, to the massive outpouring of support
in Paris on Sunday for the French satirical publica-
tion, Charlie Hebdo, whose place of business was the
scene of a massacre by Muslim extremists last week.
It appears that the carnage was in retaliation for the
earlier publication by the magazine of a number of
caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed.

Many of the protestors at the rally chose to demon-
strate their support for the magazine by wearing,
carrying or shouting the slogan, “Je suis Charlie” (“I
am Charlie”). Through this identification, they pur-
ported to affirm at once their endorsement of the
right to free expression and their revulsion at the
killings for its exercise. To the extent that we are
part of the global print media devoted to information,
education and entertainment, we too are committed
to the ideal of freedom of individual expression and
by extension, that of the press.To that extent, we are
“Charlie”.

At the same time, however, we are likewise commit-
ted to the similarly guaranteed freedom of conscience
that, according to the constitutional text, includes
the right “…both in public and private to manifest and
propagate [one’s] religion or belief in worship, teach-
ing, practice or observance…”

Moreover, our culture deems it as plain bad man-
ners to ridicule publicly the beliefs – political, religious
or otherwise – of others, no matter our personal views
of their logic or conformity to generally accepted prac-
tice. To that extent, therefore, we are not “Charlie”.

None of which, of course, should excuse the murder
of those Parisian journalists.While it may be true that
most, if not all religions, consider it blasphemous to
discredit their grundnorms, none of them, to our best
belief, advocates the taking of revenge for these slights
by earthly followers.

In those days when the State and Christianity were
identified as one, it was a criminal offence to blas-
pheme, although against the Christian religion only.
The Criminal Justice and Immigration Act abolished
this offence in the United Kingdom in 2008, though
it might still be law in Barbados where the
Defamation Act 1996 left intact the concept of crimi-
nal libel,understood to include seditious and blasphe-
mous libel. This might need soonest reform.

Be that as it may, our local culture would not coun-
tenance local Christian congregations carrying out the
punishment of stoning to death for blasphemy advo-
cated in Leviticus Ch. 24:16. Indeed, some Islamic
scholars contend also that nowhere in the Holy Quran
is a punishment of death recommended for blas-
phemy.To the contrary, one verse suggests withdrawal
from that company when you hear the Signs of Allah
being denied and mocked at.

It may be that out of a sense of persecution or of re-
ligious fundamentalism,some extremists believe that
the only suitable penalty for those who would ridicule
their faith is death at the hands of true believers. To
this end, there might even be some state support for
this position. According to section 295C of the
Pakistan Penal Code, the punishment prescribed for
the use of derogatory remarks in respect of the Holy
Prophet is death and a fine.

Of course, this prescription has no application out-
side Pakistan, but last week’s assassins in
Danmartin-en-Goële, Paris could scarcely have been
expected to respect jurisdictional boundaries. In his
1993 Foreign Affairs article,Clash of Civilisations, the
political scientist, Samuel Huntington, advanced the
view that the primary course of conflict after the cold
war era will be between the cultural and religious
identities of the world’s peoples. There is much in
common, however, between Islam and Christianity. It
is the extremists of both religions of which we must
be careful.

Editorial

Are we ‘Charlie’?
UNITED NATIONS – UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon is alarmed that
Israelis and Palestinians
are engaged in a down-
ward spiral of actions and
counter actions and calls
on both sides not to exacer-
bate existing divisions, a
senior UN official said yes-
terday.

Israel is withholding
critical tax revenue and
seeking ways to prosecute
Palestinian leaders for war
crimes in retaliation for
Palestinian moves to join
the International Criminal
Court (ICC).

“We call on Israel to im-
mediately resume the
transfer of tax revenues,”
UN deputy political affairs
chief Jens Anders Toy-
berg-Frandzen told the
Security Council.

“The Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is now entering un-

chartered territory,which,
lamentably, seems to have
dashed any immediate
hope for a return to peace
talks.”

The council’s monthly
meeting on the Middle
East was the first on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
since the failure last
month of a Palestinian
statehood bid at the
United Nations Security
Council.

Chief Palestinian dele-
gate Riyad Mansour said
his government was unde-
terred.

“In spite of this setback,
we will continue to ap-
proach the Security
Council,” he said without
elaborating. The Pales-
tinians will become full
ICC members on April 1.

Mansour called the
withholding of Palestinian
tax revenues a “blatant act

of reprisal and theft of
Palestinian funds” and
condemned Israel’s “rabid
settlement colonisation”.

Israel has condemned
Palestinian moves, with
Ambassador Ron Prosor
accusing Palestinians of
“running away from nego-
tiations” and obstructing
the peace process.

The ICC move paves the
way for the court to take
jurisdiction over alleged
crimes committed in
Palestinian lands and in-
vestigate the conduct of
Israeli and Palestinian
leaders.Neither Israel nor
the United States is an
ICC member.

The United States has
suggested some $400 mil-
lion in aid could now be in
jeopardy.

US Ambassador to 
the United Nations,
Samantha Power, said the

United States, an Israel
ally,had been reaching out
to both parties to try to re-
duce tensions and find a
path forward.

“We continue to oppose
unilateral actions by both
sides that we view as detri-
mental to the cause of
peace,” Power told the
Security Council, describ-
ing Palestinian moves to
join the ICC and other
treaties as “counter-pro-
ductive.”

Palestinians seek a state
in Gaza, the West Bank
and East Jerusalem -
lands Israel captured in
the 1967 War.

Momentum has built
since President Mahmoud
Abbas succeeded in a bid
for de facto recognition of
Palestinian statehood at
the UN General Assembly
in 2012, making Pales-
tinians eligible for the ICC.

UN alarmed by Israeli,
Palestinian ‘downward spiral’

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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ABOARD THE PAPAL
PLANE – Pope Francis
said yesterday that there
are limits to freedom of
speech, especially when it
insults or ridicules some-
one’s faith.

Francis spoke about 
the Paris terror attacks
while en route to the
Philippines, defending
free speech as not only a
fundamental human right
but a duty to speak one’s
mind for the sake of the
common good.

But he said there were
limits.

By way of example, he
referred to Alberto
Gasparri, who organises
papal trips and was
standing by his side
aboard the papal plane.

“If my good friend Dr.
Gasparri says a curse
word against my mother,
he can expect a punch,”
Francis said half-jokingly,
throwing a mock punch
his way. “It’s normal. You
cannot provoke. You can-
not insult the faith of oth-
ers. You cannot make fun
of the faith of others.”

His pretend punch
aside, Francis by no

means said the violent at-
tack on Charlie Hebdo
was justified. Quite the
opposite: He said such
horrific violence in God’s
name couldn’t be justified
and was an “aberration”.
But he said a reaction of
some sort was to be ex-
pected.

Many people around
the world have defended
the right of satirical mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo to
publish inflammatory car-
toons of the Prophet
Muhammed in the wake
of the massacre by Islamic
extremists at its Paris 
offices and subsequent 
attack on a kosher 
supermarket in which
three gunmen killed 17
people.

Others, though, have
noted that in virtually 
all societies, freedom of
speech has its limits, from
laws against Holocaust

denial to racially moti-
vated hate speech.

Recently the Vatican
and four prominent
French imams issued a
joint declaration that,
while denouncing the
Paris attacks, urged the
media to treat religions
with respect.

Francis, who has called
on Muslim leaders in 
particular to speak out
against Islamic extrem-
ism, went a step further
yesterday when asked by
a French journalist about
whether there were lim-
its when freedom of ex-
pression meets freedom of
religion.

“There are so many peo-
ple who speak badly about
religions or other reli-
gions, who make fun of
them, who make a game
out of the religions of oth-
ers,” he said. “They are
provocateurs. And what

happens to them is what
would happen to Dr.
Gasparri if he says a curse
word against my mother.
There is a limit.”

In the wake of the Paris
attacks, the Vatican has
sought to downplay re-
ports that it is a potential
target for Islamic extrem-
ists, saying it is being 
vigilant but has received
no specific threat.

Francis said he was con-
cerned primarily for the
safety of the faithful 
who come to see him in
droves, and said he had
spoken to Vatican security
officials who are taking
“prudent and secure
measures”.

“I am worried, but you
know I have a defect: a
good dose of carelessness.
I’m careless about these
things,” he said. But he
admitted that in his
prayers, he had asked
that if something were to
happen to him that “it
doesn’t hurt, because I’m
not very courageous when
it comes to pain. I’m very
timid”.

He added, “I’m in God’s
hands.”

Pope on Charlie Hebdo: There
are limits to free expression

Recently the Vatican and four 
prominent French imams issued a joint
declaration that, while denouncing the
Paris attacks, urged the media to treat

religions with respect.
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London: 5°C CLEAR
Boston: -2°C OVERCAST
Montreal: -9°C CLOUDY
Toronto: -5°C PARTLY CLOUDY
New York: 1°C FAIR
Miami: 26°C PARTLY CLOUDY

High: 12:36 a.m.
and 12:08 p.m.

Low: 5:52 a.m.
and 7:02 p.m.

Partly cloudy to occasionally cloudy and
breezy with some scattered showers.

Yesterday: 1.5 mm
For the month: 56.4 mm
For the year: 56.4 mm

5:52 p.m.6:25 a.m.

OUR political leader, Mia
Mottley, has signalled to the
country that this grand old
party is in re-building mode,
readying itself for government
once more. Her reassigning of
shadow portfolios was met with
approval in most places as a
sign that she is bringing 
her own ethos to the personal-
ity of the Party. For most
Barbadians it is not a moment
too soon.

Our country, like our failed
Government, is marking time.
Barbadians are marking off the
days until the next General
Election, unsure of how they
will survive until then. Those
who have lost their jobs have
no immediate hope of re-
employment. Those who have
endured six or seven years
without a pay increase are
struggling to keep their heads
above water. Those who 
were hoping to complete their
university degrees are in 
limbo. Those who were inter-

ested in investing are uncer-
tain of risking their money
with a Government that re-
peatedly fails to meet its own
targets.

Now at mid-term, the mem-
bers of this sad Government
are individually marking time
according to their pension am-
bitions. It is clear for all who
will see that they really are not
up to the task. Government is
slowly grinding to a halt.
There is no confidence from
Barbadians or foreign investors
that this lot can take us out of
the cesspool into which they
have unceremoniously tipped
us.

Barbados is no longer a coun-
try that works. Incompetence,
inaction and corruption per-
vade the corridors of power
with debilitating reverbera-
tions felt throughout the halls
of government. What we once
bragged about we are now hard
pressed to find any evidence 
of. There is very little first 

class anything left of our 
once proud country, and worse
yet no one in this government
who can pull us out of the
morass.

As the proverbial cookie
crumbles beneath them with-
out any leadership from the
Prime Minister, the Cabinet is
turning on itself as the pres-
sure of failure mounts.

The Minister of Housing,
Denis Kellman has blamed the
Ministry of Environment, and
by extension his colleague
Denis Lowe, for his failure to
complete and allocate houses
built by Government at Parish
Land in St. Philip.

Minister of Finance,
Christopher Sinckler has pub-
licly corrected Denis Kellman’s
take on the relocation of
Sagicor’s headquarters, by re-
minding that Sagicor has in
fact been supportive of the
country by previously buying
government paper.

Minister of Agriculture,

David Estwick is at odds with
the way in which the Prime
Minister is conducting the af-
fairs of Cabinet and with
Minister of Finance,
Christopher Sinckler’s failure
to respond to the urgent needs
of the sugar industry.

Minister of Commerce,
Donville Inniss has managed
to step on more toes in Cabinet
than anyone else by mouthing
off on any and everything 
that takes his fancy. He 
should heed the truth of his
own epiphany that there 
is a lot of long talk ‘round 
here.

It is one of life’s ironies that
the man who chaired the
Committee of Privileges 
without hearing the matter 
between fellow MPs Marshall
and Estwick now finds 
himself depending on a meet-
ing of this same Committee be-
fore he can resume his position
in the Speaker’s chair. We hope
they treat him with greater def-

erence than he treated Dale
Marshall.

Throughout all of this, the
Prime Minister has become
‘The Invisible Man’. Unseen
and unheard. Leadership 
is trying to find him to no 
avail.

This DLP administration has
become a grotesque caricature
of what Barbadians accept as
the standard for responsible,
responsive, transparent and
competent government. They
have lost the moral authority to
govern.

Mottley’s mid-term moves

IT seems that the days of doom
and gloom prophesies may be
coming to an end.These prophe-
sies may be at the end of their
lifeline because time has proven
them to be false and highly 
erroneous.

Nearly two years after the
2013 election and the Barbados
economy has not collapsed, as
was predicted by Mia Mottley.
Nearly two years after the 2013
elections and, believe it or not,
rubbing shoulders and people’s
assemblies have not caused an
implosion in the government.

The doom and gloom mass
hysteria version of politics may
also be coming to an end because
the general public and those in
position of influence have be-
come tired of it.

A few weeks ago, we heard a
representative from Republic
Bank comment that we need to
have more positive discourse
about the economy of Barbados.
An indication that doom and
gloom was not what he wanted to
hear. As recently as this week a
major player in the hotel indus-
try commented that one of our
popular day time call-pro-
grammes was plagued with 

negativity and often did not
highlight any of the positives
going on in the country.Another
indication that doom and gloom
is not taking root.

The people have generally
seen through the doom and
gloom prophesies as vain at-
tempts to pull this country and
its people down.As a result, they
have grown tired of it.

Instead, persons are seeking
words of hope and encourage-
ment and signs that things are
changing for the better.

So despicable has doom and
gloom become that the main pro-
moters of such shows, the Leader
of the Opposition, would like to
distance herself from the failed
tactic. However, she will find it
difficult to make a clean break.

The evidence is there that the
measures implemented by this
Democratic Labour Party ad-
ministration to stabilise and
then return the economy to
growth are working. This week
the Governor of the Central
Bank presented the report for
the third quarter – a report
which highlights that the econ-
omy is poised to grow. The over-
all economic activity improved

by 0.3 per cent in 2014. This
growth may seem small, but it
provides us with hope that what
we are on the right track and our
policies are working.

The favourable signs in the
economic report cannot be easily
rubbished. Anyone who was
looking for doom, gloom and a
fail economic review would be
disappointed.Those persons who
have an optimistic outlook and
have generally wrapped them-
selves in the flag and are work-
ing and praying for a resurgence
of the Barbados economy will
generally feel a sense of hope and
optimism from the report.

The outlook seems bright and
optimistic for Barbados. To Ms.
Mottley, we welcome you to join
us in promoting Barbados. We
are weary of your attempts to
pull it down. Time to practise
mature politics instead of the
politics of “deny and then do”.

You denied that at the retreat
at Woodland there was talk
about sacking four BLP MPs,but
this week you removed Kerrie
Symmonds from the fictitious
post of “Leader of Opposition
Business in Parliament”. At the
beginning of your speeches you

acknowledge that the govern-
ment needs to cut its expendi-
ture,but by the end of the speech
you demand that government 
reinstate workers and further
expand its wage bill.

We long for a clear, concise and
consistent message from you to
show that you understand your
role as Leader of the Opposition
and the challenges which this
economy faces. However, you
continue to baffle the public
when you make decisions such
as appointing “Sarah Palin” as
your running mate.

Barbados is on a growth path
thanks to the home-grown meas-
ures implemented by this DLP
administration. The revenue-
earning measures implemented
by this Government are working
and our expenditure has been
reduced thanks to the cuts which
were implemented.The economy
is poised to achieve growth of 2
per cent in 2015 as a result of
tourism and construction activ-
ity. We must stick together as a
country and promote the posi-
tives which are happening in
Barbados and believe in our 
ability to get the job done.

Join with the Democratic

Labour Party and promote and
build our country. In the words of
the Right Excellent Errol Walton
Barrow, “Why should only one
man have a mirror image of you
that you do not want to have of
yourself? What kind of society
are we striving for? There is no
point in striving for Utopia, but
you do not realise your poten-
tial.”

Join the members of the
Democratic Labour Party as we
honour our founding member
and father of Independence, the
Rt. Excellent Errol Walton
Barrow, at the Errol Barrow
Memorial Church Service on
Sunday January 18, 2015 at 
9 a.m.at the Vauxhall Methodist
Church.

The failure of doom and gloom

Max: 28.7°C
Min: 23.1°C
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Martin Luther King Jr.
(1929 - 1968) 

Civil rights leader & clergyman

Samuel Johnson
(1709 - 1784)

Author & lexicographer
“To the Jews who had believed
him, Jesus said, “If you hold
to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. Then you will
know the truth, and the truth
will set you free.”

John 8:31-32 NIV

“In the end, we will remember
not the words of our enemies, but
the silence of our friends.” 

“There are, in every age, new
errors to be rectified and new
prejudices to be opposed.”

RUMOURS

A rumor without a leg to
stand on will get around

some other way.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ADVOCATE PUBLISHERS (2000) INC, FONTABELLE • FAX: 434-1000 • E-MAIL: letters@barbadosadvocate.com

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

WHILE turning the dial on my
40-plus year-old stereo over the
weekend, I came across a discus-
sion programme that was about
the role the Maroons played in
the preservation of the slave sys-
tem in Jamaica. All I can say is
that these “historians” do go
through great lengths to “ex-
cuse” the actions of the Maroons.

Apparently, in reference to
some maroon celebration that
was held recently, the issue of
why the Maroons agreed to sign
the peace treaty with the British
that required them to return es-
caped slaves was a cause of some
embarrassment to the “histori-
ans” of that talk show. However,
it is the excuse that was offered
as to why the Maroons signed
on the dotted line that was the
show’s real entertainment.

According to these “histori-
ans”, the Maroons did not un-
derstand the document that they
signed. Now you tell me – can
anything like that be? How could
the leaders of these supposedly
brilliant Maroons have decided
to sign something they didn’t un-
derstand? Talk about getting
“puss in a bag”!

However, the show had more
entertainment in store.
According to these well-lettered
“historians”, the Maroons didn’t
understand the English lan-
guage sufficiently enough. This,
it was being claimed, is proven
by the fact that the Maroons who
signed just put an “X” on the
treaty to indicate their agree-
ment.

You know,I got the distinct im-
pression from that show that the

hands of the Maroons who
signed were being held by the
British officials, as the Maroons
couldn’t write either!

As if that wasn’t enough
laughter, these “historians” had
more. They were doing all they
could to “white wash” (or was it
“black-wash”) the actions of the
Maroons in suppressing the re-
volts that occurred during the
19th century and before. Their
lame excuses reminded of that
Warner Brothers cartoon series
of the 1950s and 1960s about the
rooster, the dog and the chicken
hawk.

If these “historians” are to be
believed, forget about the
Maroons signing something they
didn’t understand. Remember
the theme of that Warner
Brothers cartoon? The chicken

hawk always wanted the roos-
ter for dinner, but the rooster
was too smart for him. Or was it
the hawk too dumb?

Anyway, to escape being made
into a tasty meal, the rooster
would always tell hawk that he
is not really a chicken,but a dog.
If he (the hawk) wanted a
chicken, he should go after that
four-legged one “over there”. Of
course, unknown to the hawk,
the “chicken”was really the dog!
Needless to say, no amount of
pleading from the dog would
ever convince the hawk that he
is not a chicken!

Now, if these “historians”are to
be believed, the British,Maroons
and other “oppressed”
Jamaicans are the same.
Apparently, knowing the dislike
that the Maroons had of white

people, the British managed to
get the Maroons to suppress
their fellow Jamaicans by con-
vincing them that their fellow
Jamaicans aren’t really black,
but white! 

If these Maroons were as
“smart” as these “historians”
wanted us to believe, the
Maroons were charging at their
fellow Jamaicans without ever
being the wiser as to their true
colour! Brains really do beat bul-
lets – don’t they? I really did find
that talk show very funny!

But, you know, on a more seri-
ous note – I am really disturbed
that these “historians”really find
so much time to insult us like
this. But then again – they are
supposed to be the “better” edu-
cated amongst us!

MICHAEL A. DINGWALL

Were the Maroons really stupid?

THE recent decision by the
Leader of the Opposition
Barbados Labour Party to re-
design her Shadow Cabinet
should serve a number of pur-
poses. For instance, it gives
those who may have served in
an actual Cabinet position, or
have wider parliamentary expe-
rience, the opportunity to pro-
vide mentorship. It also gives
those in changed positions the
chance to consider other aspects
of government and governance.

To be clear, mentorship does
not mean, ‘This is the way to do
‘X’ or ‘Y’.” It is an opportunity to
be both student and teacher. For
example, one might enquire
about a process being under-
taken by the person being “ad-
vised”, only to discover an ap-
proach different from what the
mentor had envisaged. In the
circumstance the mentor might
say, “That’s interesting,” or
“That’s unique but here’s what I
might have done. However, let’s
see how your approach works.”

In that way the mentor offers
a solution but may also learn a

different methodology – teacher
and student. If we only had ‘my
way or the highway’ teachers we
might still be riding four-legged
horses instead of ‘putting the
pedal to the metal’ and calling
on many more “horses” at one
and the same time.

I am sure that the Knights:
Henry Forde, Louis Tull and the
late Bernard St. John and oth-
ers provided that kind of men-
torship in the past. It is now for
Messrs Toppin, Marshall,
Payne, Symmonds, Walcott and
the Ms. Mottley to provide that
crucial mentorship as they pre-
pare for the next general elec-
tion.

…’Giving praise can inspire
people to keep up their good
deeds and can motivate others
to do the same. When one is
happy within themselves, it is
easy to give praise to others...’
(www.therainbowscribe.com).
On the other hand when one is
unhappy within oneself one
tries to belittle others, especially
others attempts at change.

MICHAEL RUDDER 

Mentorship crucial

IT is certainly sad news for
Barbados that Sagicor should
leave this island.

Do they blame the island for
the position in which they find
themselves? Why not look at the
reason for S&P to have down-
graded them? They will find that
it is the same reason why
Barbados has been downgraded.
There is only one answer –  mis-
management. If 33 000 civil ser-
vants are now doing what 22
000 should be doing, what does
it mean?  

Some time ago there were full
pages in the paper of a very
large number of Sagicor employ-
ees all boastfully displaying
themselves. Well their down-
grade is what has resulted in

this, for surely they could not
justify such a large staff.

They may move to Timbuktu,
but unless they correct the cause
for the downgrade then they will
do no better.

It is a direct shame that they
should leave Barbados. The
Mutual building in Lower Broad
Street is the best building this
island has ever and will ever
have and it represents where
Sagicor started.

It is unrighteousness to em-
ploy more persons than you can
afford and whether it is
Government or private company
it is not only unfair to them-
selves but to the community in
which they live.

CYRIL HUNTE

Sagicor needs to
address reasons
for downgrade SOME will say it is only cricket,

but the decision of the WICB to
exclude first Dwayne Bravo,
Pollard and Sammy, and then
Dwayne Bravo and Pollard only
from some formats of WI cricket
without even an attempt to ex-
plain the decision, involves more
than cricket. Remember Pollard
was not the captain of the strik-
ing team, and Sammy has been
reinstated.A WI Prime minister,
a chairman of a cricket gover-
nance commission, and one of
the more respected cricket leg-
ends all spoke out publicly
against the decision, giving rea-
sons for their respective, re-
spectful positions.

It is not OK. This behavior
goes to the core of what is ac-
ceptable in a civilized society. It
must be stopped.

ROMAIN PITT

Arbitrary
use of
power
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LAST week media
houses across the
world were abuzz as a
brutal attack was car-
ried out on the French
satirical publication
Charlie Hebdo. The at-
tack should indeed be
condemned and the
perpetrators brought
to justice. In the wake
of these attacks a huge
spotlight was once
again shone on issues
of extremism and ter-
rorism, however the
context in which the
attacks occurred
should also be exam-
ined.

The French govern-
ment, backed by several
of its citizens along with
several other world lead-
ers, claimed that free
speech, one of the tenets of
western democracy, had
been threatened through
this attack. Ironically in
the wake of the attacks,
over 50 persons in France
were arrested for various
Facebook posts sympa-
thising with the shooters.
In response to the killings
the French  President has
deployed a warship to the
Middle East to fight
alongside coalition forces
against the Islamic State
(ISIL).

Radical Islamist mili-
tants have been blamed
for the attacks. Across
Europe and the rest of the
Western world, there have
been growing anti-
Muslim sentiments and
these attacks have been
used to justify the waging
of wars against militants
in foreign countries.

However precious little
has been asked about how
poor, destitute men re-
ceive their funding to pro-
cure weapons, guns, vehi-
cles, cell phones and inter-
net to carry out attacks
and broadcast their mes-
sages. Who is supporting
and funding Al Qaeda and
its affiliates across the
Middle East and African?
Such groups do not appear
out of thin air and neither
do young men find sophis-
ticated military grade
weapons lying around in
their backyard.

While Western popula-
tions remain transfixed on
fighting terrorists in far
off countries, they fail to
see that the policies of
their governments are to
blame for much of the “ter-
rorism” which occurs. In
the wake of the Paris at-
tack one of the founders’ of
the Charlie Hebdo maga-
zine lashed out at the
Chief Editor for posting a
Mohammed character on
the magazine’s front page
in 2011. This was done a
year later in 2012 with lit-
tle to no outcry from pub-
lic officials. The founding
member claimed that it
should never have been
done and the lives of the
magazine’s employees
were unnecessarily put at
risk. He further stated
that the magazine had be-
come an Islamophobic
organ, unnecessarily pro-
voking persons of the
Muslim faith.

I am in no way condon-
ing violence or anything
similar to the Paris at-
tacks. However, if we
speak about religious ex-
tremism we must also ac-
knowledge that the ac-
tions taken by the maga-
zine deliberately incited
hatred and intolerance.
The right of free speech is
a basic and fundamental
human right, but when
carried out in the manner
of the Paris magazine it is
hatred masquerading as
free speech. Provoking, in-
sulting and making a
mockery of other people’s
faith should never be al-
lowed.

In the wake of the Paris
killings came a story out
of Nigeria that over 2 000
people were slaughtered
by the militant group
Boko Haram. While mil-
lions including many
world leaders marched
across France declaring
‘Je suis Charlie’, little at-
tention was paid to the
suffering of hundreds of
Nigerians who had to flee
their homes.

Like the massacre in
Nigeria, who mourns and
rallies for the victims of
US-led drone strikes in
places such as

Afghanistan and
Pakistan? Who mourns
for the thousands of Iraqis
who were displaced, the
Syrians, Yeminis and

Palestinians who are
under constant attack?

What if the magazine
cover had carried a carica-
ture of a victim of the holo-

caust, of Jesus or some
other significant figure,
would the French author-
ities and people be silent?
Certainly not! We must

call out hypocrisy and
raise our voices wherever
injustice abounds. Free
speech comes with rights
and responsibilities.
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On free speech and religious extremism 

French President Francois Hollande is surrounded by leaders including Britain’s Prime Minister David
Cameron (left), Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (fourth right), Mali’s President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita (third right) and Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel (right).
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WHEN it comes to dealing
with issues surrounding
students and their
conformity to dress codes set
by the Ministry of Education,
engaging with parents is
critical, says Principal of the
Princess Margaret
Secondary School Jonathan
Corbin.

Corbin, who was at the time
speaking to the reporters at the
conclusion of a Student Incentive
Scheme Award ceremony at that
school earlier this week,said that
from his experience, parents,
when engaged correctly and
given the opportunity to dialogue,
were more willing to work with
teachers to get the desired results
in the area of school deportment
and dress code.

Against the backdrop of a social

media flood of complaints
surrounding the now very
publicised stance of a Principal of
an older secondary school against
students wearing certain
“natural hair styles” because of
their alleged unkept nature,
Corbin made the point that there
will always be “challenges” in the
school system as students try to
push to see how far they can go
and what they can get away with.

When asked if he too had any
specific hairstyle bans in place,he
referenced rules given by the
Ministry of Education which
spoke to the elaborateness of the
hairstyles,more so than anything
else.

“For us, we discourage
hairstyles that would be a
distraction in the classrooms,say,
one that is so big that the student

sitting behind would have
difficulty seeing what is going on
in front of them...”

“We also discourage the use of
weave for the girls, and boys are
required to have a neat haircut,
not wear their hair long [with the
exception of those who do so for
religious requirements],”he said.

“The principal of the St. Philip
institution reported that though
there are some challenges which
he too faces in the area of dress
code enforcement, the offenders
are few and very far between.
And anyone caught in breach of
a uniform dress or hairstyles that
we do not deem to be appropriate,
once told about it, we usually get
the cooperation of the students...
and if that is not forthcoming,we
seek the assistance of the
parent.” (RS)

Parent engagement key:
Principal of Princess
Margaret Secondary School

Principal of the Princess Margaret Secondary School,
Johnathan Corbin.

“...there will always be “challenges” in the school system as students try to push to see how
far they can go and what they can get away with. When asked if he too had any specific hair-

style bans in place, he referenced rules given by the Ministry of Education which spoke to the
elaborateness of the hairstyles, more so than anything else.”

      



Friday January 16, 2015 • 13The Barbados Advocate

THEY hit the ground running in
Term 1 of the school year 2014-2015
and achieved top-class academic
performances. For that, 70 students
of the Princess Margaret Secondary
School were lauded by their peers,
teachers and principal Jonathan
Corbin.

The students received awards during
an Incentive Scheme ceremony held on
the school’s grounds Monday morning.
The programme, now in its fourth year
running, has been said to be widely
embraced by the students ranging form
1st to 5th form.

Term 1 saw records being broken with
Form 1 student Chadania Todd scoring
80 per cent and over in ten out of 11
subjects, the highest over 80 per cent
amount scored since the scheme’s
inception.While Todd came out on top for
the girls, it was Maxamillion Hurdle who
toppled the boys with his seven subjects
at A standard.The 5th former scored top
marks in Engineering Drawing,
Integrated Science,Metal Work,Physical
Education, Social Studies and English

Language as well as English Literature.
Meanwhile Nicole Gilkes of 3rd Form

scored 80 and above in 9 subjects
including Music. She also received a
Grade 1 Distinction in Music Theory
from the Royal School of Music.

In his remarks, Principal Corbin noted
that the programme had grown over the
last three years and was inspiring
enthusiasm among the students.“One of
the things that was of great interest to
me... was the fact that there were a
number of new faces [being rewarded].
Some of the persons who were regulars
over the last two or three years have been
‘dethroned’.”

He congratulated all of the students
for giving of their best and urged the
entire student body to work hard to
achieve success, not only by performing
well but also in their attendance.

“In order to give of your best you first
have to be there [in class]... watch your
behaviour, be attentive in class and
achieve the best that you can,” the
principal told his students.

(RS)

Todd, Hurdle on top
in Princess Margaret’s
Incentive Scheme

Top girl Chadania Todd of 1-P being presented with an award from past pupil
Gabriell Nightengale. Todd scored 80 and over in 10 subjects. 

Top boy Maxamillion Hurdle of 5-C scored 80 and over in 9 subjects.

Nicola Gilkes of 3-P scored 80 and over in 9 subjects, as well as a Grade 1
distinction in Music Theory from the Royal School of Music.

Faith Brathwaite (left) of 1-N scored 80 and over in 7 subjects.

Samantha Hall of 1-S scored 80 and over in 6 subjects and she receives her
award from past student Gabriell Nightengale.
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VALUES from 
Back Page

would need as examples
of some of these values
that is no longer practised
in this island.

“We were a society
many years ago where a
neighbour who didn’t
have employment was
able [to get] two
dumplings from a neigh-
bour who had employ-
ment and where the little
bit that everybody had
was always sufficient to
share with the people who
had less than you. We
were a society where the
community would take
care of the child who
needs to go to school and

that child would get
everything that they need
– hand-me-downs from
everybody to make sure
that child got an educa-
tion.”

As a result, persons are
having a difficult time ad-
justing to these changes
in society.

“And so, what we are
seeing in the rise of crime
and violence is part of the
problem of the adjust-
ment of Barbados and
part of the problem of the
trauma that many fami-
lies experience, and one
way forward from that is
really to have a clear
sense of where we want to
be and what kind of soci-
ety we want to be.”

Changes in
society to blame

By Ashlee Cox

THE Humanities and
Education Faculty of
the West Indies Cave
Hill Campus, with the
launch of the art exhi-
bition, ‘Progression’,
has launched its open
house activities for
2015.

The recently launched
exhibition saw the cre-
ative art works of stu-
dents, teachers and
alumna of the faculty, in-
cluding such artists as
Don Small, Ireka Jelanis,
Rodney Ifills, Natalie
Atkins Hinds, Andrea
Wells, Althea Wood and
Susan Alleyne Forde, all
showcased at the Errol
Barrow Centre for
Creative Imagination
(EBCCI).

As noted by DeCarla
Applewhaite, Producer of
the EBCCI, while the
campus did not as yet offer
a formal study in the vi-
sual arts, the art students
and alumna of the faculty
stand ready for the estab-
lishment of the formal cre-
ative industry here in
Barbados.

“As you can imagine this
exhibition is one of a large
marked nature. We cele-
brate that the arts is a
bona fide academic area of
study; that we support
and compliment any sec-
tor; that the arts is a core

of any society and noted
by the great industrialists
Rockefeller and Carnegie,
as they set up the trust
and foundations to sup-
port artistic and cultural
endeavour, because they
knew that any society, one
of greatness, affirms its
identify and engages all
levels of society through
expressions of the arts,”
she noted.

According to
Applewhaite there are
many opportunities for
employment and entre-
preneurship across the
genres,and stated that the
exhibition illustrated tal-
ent as not only a source of
creativity and endurance,
but also as inspiration and
an innovative spirit.
Explaining that the artists
had like many others,
trained not only in societal
observation but in aca-
demic study to better in-
form their crafts, she
stated, “Tonight we cele-
brate and support them
through this exhibition,
and throughout these two
weeks, as scores of young
people visit this space, our
goal is not only to encour-
age them to further their
talents by choosing this in-
stitution, but also to en-
lighten them about the op-
portunities the world
would have for them as
students of the
Humanities.”

Humanities      
and Education
Faculty launches
open house

Here, Dame Maizie Barker-Welch discusses artist Susan Alleyne Forde’s ‘Five for 2 Dollars’ acrylic painting
with Lelia Lord (right).



LONDON – Bowing to the
inevitable, Switzerland
has ditched an increas-
ingly expensive policy to
limit the export-sapping
rise of the Swiss franc – a
decision that propelled the
currency a whopping 30
per cent higher against the
euro within minutes.

Yesterday’s decision by
the Swiss National Bank,
or SNB, to end its efforts to
keep the euro from trad-
ing below 1.20 francs came
amid mounting specula-
tion that the European

Central Bank will next
week back a big stimulus
program that will put
more euros in circulation,
which would further dilute
their value.

That expectation has
seen the euro face intense
selling pressure in cur-
rency markets, particu-
larly against the dollar.
The euro has fallen to
nine-year lows against the
dollar and below its launch
rate in 1999.

As the outlook for the
euro has darkened, the

cost for the Swiss central
bank of defending the peg
by buying euros or selling
francs has risen. Though
the timing of the Swiss de-
cision proved a surprise,
most foreign exchange ex-
perts thought the peg
would have to be aban-
doned, just as previous
such efforts had.

The scale of the Swiss
central bank’s task was ev-
ident in the franc’s move-
ments in the markets after
it abandoned the peg. In
some of the most dramatic

moves seen in currency
markets for decades, the
euro plunged a stunning
30 per cent against the
franc in the minutes after
the decision. It has since
recovered somewhat to
trade 13 per cent lower at
1.04 francs.

It wasn’t just the euro
that got caught up in the
franc’s frenzied moves.The
dollar plunged by a similar
amount, though it also re-
couped some of its knee-
jerk losses to trade 15 per-
cent lower 0.8884 francs.

“Switzerland suddenly
got a whole lot more ex-
pensive,” said Michael
Hewson, senior market
analyst at CMC Markets.

Many analysts thought
the decision was inevitable
in light of next week’s ex-
pected announcement by
the ECB to break new
ground in its efforts to in-
ject life into the ailing 19-
country eurozone economy.
Its stimulus package is ex-

pected to be worth as
much as 1 trillion euros
($1.17 trillion).

“The first thing it says
is that the SNB clearly ex-
pected to see a huge surge
of inflows in the week
ahead and saw little 
reason to provide these
buyers of francs with an
artificially cheap rate,”
said Simon Derrick, chief
currency strategist at
BNY Mellon.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 16th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.31551    2.35892              
Pound Sterling £ 3.02220    3.07886              
Canadian $ 1.66557 1.70040
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.31116        2.35892              
Pound Sterling £ 3.01653 3.07886              
Canadian $ 1.66242 1.70040              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.27774 2.37366 
Pound Sterling £ 2.97291 3.09809              
Canadian $ 1.65300 1.70190              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01742
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31417

AN “Upgraded
Network”, revitalised
brand identity, newly
refurbished retail
stores and amazing 
holiday deals attracted
160 000 new customers
to the LIME regional
network in only sixty
days.

A major contributing
factor was the company’s
US$1.05B Project Marlin
investment programme,
which also included super-
fast network speeds and
wider broadband penetra-
tion, so customers are 
beginning to enjoy the
benefits of a superior net-

work performance.
In welcoming the new

customers to the network,
an effusive Martin Roos,
CEO of LIME Caribbean
said, “We maintained our
tradition of delivering ex-
cellent consumer value
during the Yuletide
Season and our eye-
catching phone deals,
value-packed plans and
upgraded store layout in-
spired many persons to
give the gift of LIME last
Christmas.”

He continued,“This is a
significant achievement
for any network and we
thank our current cus-

tomers for staying with us
and the new customers for
choosing LIME.”

Roos also assured the
newest members of the
LIME family of an improv-
ing network and customer
service experience. He
noted that there are more
improvements and inno-
vative offers on the hori-
zon. Customers can soon
look forward to seamless
‘Quad Play’ that will 
converge their mobile,
broadband and fixed line
services for availability al-
most anywhere.

“I was attracted by
LIME’s value packed data

plan and sleek line of 
affordable smartphones.
It made the perfect
Christmas gift for every
member of my family,” said
Tonya Smith, a newly
minted LIME Customer.

As part of the spirit 
of the season, LIME
Barbados also carried out
the company’s mandate to
extend the true spirit of
Christmas by making spe-
cial donations to the
Shelter for Battered
Women, children residing
at some of the island’s chil-
dren’s homes as well as
other organisations and
individuals in need.

160 000 new customers 
start the year with LIME 

THE BEF Columbus 
$20 Challenge is launch-
ing a student market
place/trade fair in order to
raise the public profile of
this year’s $20 Challenge
participants.

The first  BEF
Columbus $20 Challenge
Market Place will be held
tomorrow at Coconut Walk
in Rockley, Christ Church,
from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. This
special event will show-
case students participat-
ing in this year’s $20
Challenge competition,
while allowing them to
test their sales skills in a
‘real life’ commercial envi-
ronment. Though many
students usually rely on
the patronage of family
and friends to ‘push’ their
products, the Market
Place presents an oppor-
tunity to reach a larger

customer base. Some of
the products and services
on sale to the public will
include home-made pas-
tries, toiletries, organic
products and a car-wash-
ing service.

Twenty groups of
teenagers, including 40
students from eight
schools, will be in atten-
dance. Participating
schools include: The
Codrington College,
Darryl Jordan Secondary
School, Lockerbie College,
The St. Michael School,
The St. Winifred’s School,
The Springer Memorial
Secondary School,Queen’s
College and Ellerslie
Secondary School.

Leading up to the event,
students have been
prepped with selling tips
and basic sales training
from BEF Ambassadors.

These mentors have been
busy talking to the stu-
dents about selling in a
commercial environment,
and the importance of 
how they present their
product to customers.
Students will also have ac-
cess to a volunteer team
throughout the day, in
order to make sure that
the event remains a stim-
ulating, productive expe-
rience for the young
entrepreneurs.

The BEF $20 Challenge
has been giving 4th and
5th form students across
the island a chance to
launch their very own
business since September
2011.

This year’s introduction
of the Market Place marks
another milestone in the
$20 Challenge’s goal to
offer real-world, easy-to-

understand business 
experiences for its partici-
pants.

Members of the public
and fellow students of the
participants are invited to
come out and support the
young entrepreneurs.
Celeste Foster, BEF CEO
and Keith Miller, the Co-
Champion of the
Education and Talent
Development Pillar will
also be attending the
event, showing their sup-
port of this year’s BEF
Columbus $20 Challenge
competitors.

To learn more about this
year’s challenge, the par-
ticipants or being a $20
Challenge volunteer,
visit the BEF Columbus
$20 Challenge Facebook 
Page at www.facebook.-
com/BEF20Dollar
Challenge .

BEF Columbus $20 Challenge
launches student market place

Martin Roos, CEO of LIME Caribbean.

Switzerland stuns markets by giving up on currency peg

         

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75018&ReturnUrl=http://www.facebook.com/BEF20Dollar
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SHELLY ALLEYNE,
Andrew Estwick and
Maliaka Bispham had many
reasons to celebrate on
Tuesday when they col-
lected their winnings dur-
ing a presentation cere-
mony held at Sheraton
Mall’s office.

The three are the grand prize
winners of the ‘Win Big’ pro-
motion conducted by the Mall
during 2014.

Alleyne, the first prize win-
ner, received a cruise for two
compliments Foster and Ince
Cruiseworld; while the second
prize winner, Estwick, was the
recipient of a living room suite
compliments Courts Barbados.
Bispham received a fridge from
Massy Stores and $1000 in gro-
ceries from iMart.

Marketing Manager with
Sheraton Mall, Eboni Phillips,
told the media that the year-
long competition, which was
held during the Mall’s 25th an-
niversary celebrations, re-
ceived a positive response from
the public. During the promo-
tion, customers had an oppor-
tunity to win one of the grand
prizes as well as one of the
monthly prizes during the
Mall’s Customer Appreciation
Days.

“We had over 2 000 entries, so
it was a good response and it is
something that we would like
to do in the future to keep our
customers happy… 

“Sheraton has been a part of
the Barbadian landscape for 25
years now and we want to con-
tinue to grow and build on that.

We just wanted a chance to cel-
ebrate with our customers and
this competition gave us a
chance to do so,” she said.

Speaking about how it feels
to win the first prize, Alleyne
said she was initially surprise
when she was informed. She
added that the prize came at
the right time.

“For me, it was a great way to
start the year because we usu-
ally start the year trying to [fig-
ure out] what you going to do.
So this was indeed a blessing
because I haven’t travelled for
a while so this is indeed fitting
in at the right time and the
right place,” Alleyne said.

(MG)

Trio wins big with
Sheraton Mall

SHERATON Mall continues to
hold its own with a steady ten-
ant base.

This information was shared
by General Manager of the
Mall, Kim King, who the told
the media that they do not have
any issues with tenants being
unable to pay their rent.

“We actually keep in contact
with our tenants. We have not
had any issues in terms of the
rent as yet. Our rents are com-
petitive, so as far as that part is
concerned…our tenants are
pretty satisfied at this point
and we intend to keep it that
way.”

King was speaking during a
prize ceremony on Tuesday at
the Mall’s office where the
grand prizes winners of the
‘Win Big’ promotion were
awarded. The lucky winners of
the year-long promotion con-
ducted during the Christ
Church Mall’s 25th anniver-
sary were Shelly Alleyne,
Andrew Estwick and Maliaka
Bispham.

She also stated that though
the complex has lost two stores,
it will be gaining two others
this year. Additionally, she
highlighted that during the
Christmas period there was in-
creased traffic within the Mall.

“We only lost about two stores
and as you know we would have
opened the new section. We
have Courts Optical over there
and Babies First, and we have
two other stores coming on
board this year.”

Steady
tenant
base 
at mall

Second prize winner Andrew Estwick (right) receiving his prize from the representative of Courts
Barbados and Sheraton Mall.

First prize winner Shelly Alleyne won a cruise for two compliments Foster and Ince Cruiseworld

Third prize winner Maliaka Bispham accepting her winnings from representatives of Sheraton Mall, Massy Stores and iMart.
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WASHINGTON – The United States
will ease travel and trade restric-
tions with Cuba today, marking the
first concrete steps towards restor-
ing normal ties with the Cold War-
era foe since announcing a historic
rapprochement.

While full-fledged tourism to Cuba re-
mains prohibited, certain approved cat-
egories of Americans, like journalists,
scholars, artists and athletes will face
fewer bureaucratic hurdles to travel to
the Communist-ruled nation under the
new rules.

American travellers will be able to use
US credit and debit cards in Cuba, and
bring home up to $400 worth of goods, in-
cluding a $100 worth of Cuban rum or ci-
gars.

Cubans living in the United States will
also be allowed to send home more
money, though the United States trade
embargo remains in effect.

“Today’s announcement takes us one
step closer to replacing out-of-date poli-
cies that were not working and puts in
place a policy that helps promote politi-
cal and economic freedom for the Cuban
people,” Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew
said yesterday.

The new measures will also facilitate
telecommunications services with the is-
land and allow exports of communica-
tions devices and supporting services.

“These changes will immediately en-
able the American people to provide more
resources to empower the Cuban popula-
tion to become less dependent upon the
state-driven economy, and help facilitate
our growing relationship with the Cuban
people,” White House press secretary
Josh Earnest said.

US President Barack Obama and
Cuba’s President Raul Castro announced
the historic agreement December 17,
opening the way for a reconciliation after
more than 50 years of hostile relations.

Roberta Jacobson, US assistant secre-
tary of state for hemispheric affairs, is
leading a US delegation to Havana
January 21-22 for talks on opening em-
bassies in Havana and Washington.

Thursday’s announcement came just
days after the State Department said
Cuba had freed 53 prisoners, making
good on a pledge to Washington.

The shift in policy, however, has come
under fire from Republicans, who con-
trol both Houses of Congress,which must
approve any move to lift the embargo.

Critics fault the administration for
gaining little from Havana’s communist
leadership in the way of commitments to
undertake democratic reforms.

“One thing that has become even more
crystal clear today is that this one-sided
deal is enriching a tyrant and his regime
at the expense of US national interests
and the Cuban people,” Senator Marco
Rubio, a Cuban-American Republican
from Florida.

But Obama argues that the US policy
of isolating Cuba has failed, and greater
trade and exchange could help foster
change in an island in transition under
the ageing Castros.

“To the extent legally possible, the pres-
ident has made clear that we want US
policy to ease the burdens on the Cuban
citizens we seek to help,” Lew said.

“Cuba has real potential for economic
growth and by increasing travel, com-
merce, communications, and private
business development between the
United States and Cuba, the United
States can help the Cuban people deter-
mine their own future,” he said.

A senior administration official told re-
porters, “The whole effort is to give aver-
age Cubans greater opportunities to op-
erate outside of being dependent of the
Cuban state.”

The changes go into effect on Friday
when they are published in the Federal
Register, the government said.

Other new regulations allow travellers
to take with them up to $10,000 for fam-
ilies, religious organisations or students.

Cubans in the United States will be al-
lowed to send up to $2,000 a quarter to
relatives on the island, up from $500.

There will be no limit on remittances
to Cubans for humanitarian projects, or
to human rights organisation or groups
designed “to promote a rapid, peaceful
transition to democracy.”

Money sent to support the develop-
ment of private businesses and small
farms also will be authorised, under the
new regulations.

William LeoGrande, a Latin America
expert at American University, said the
latitude the new rules give US companies
to do business with Cuba’s nascent pri-
vate sector marks a big change.

“More openness between Cuba and the
rest of the world and between Cuba and
the US will eventually lead to if not to a
multiparty democracy at least more
openness,” he said.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – The global
tech giant, Google, will be launching the
pilot test of its new smartphone project
in Puerto Rico.

The Project Ara smartphone is a mod-
ular phone that allows users to swap out
individual components of the phone, from
the camera to the speaker to the lights.

According to Google, the aim is a totally
customisable phone that turns the phone
into a collection of “physical” apps.

Puerto Ricans will be able to buy up to

30 modules, including cameras, speakers,
processors and even a pollution sensor,
Google announced.

Project Ara is part of Google’s
Advanced Technology and Projects
Group.

According to a report,“Puerto Rico was
chosen because it is a market where
roughly 75 per cent of people use a mo-
bile as their primary phone”.

The phone will run the Android oper-
ating system.

Google tests ‘build your own’
smartphone project in C’bean

US eases travel, trade
with Cuba from today

Pictured here, a man raises the flags of Cuba and the United States.

      



18 • Friday January 16, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

PORT-AU-PRINCE,
HAITI – Haiti has a
new prime minister as
it enters a phase of po-
litical uncertainty,
with its parliament dis-
solved, opposition ac-
tivists promising inten-
sified street protests
and its president rul-
ing by decree because
of a bitter stand-off
with lawmakers.

Prime Minister Evans
Paul was selected last
month but a political
deadlock meant the
Senate and Chamber of
Deputies could not debate
his nomination before
their terms expired
Monday.

Since President Michel
Martelly can now rule by
decree under the consti-
tution,Paul automatically
took office this week and
began overseeing day-to-
day government opera-
tions as the hemisphere’s
poorest country faces so-
cial unrest that could un-
dermine its fragile stabil-
ity.

The former Port-au-
Prince mayor said he de-
plored the fact that he was
taking office without a
vote and with no sitting
parliament and blamed a
group of opposition law-
makers for the deadlock.

He said a new electoral
council would be in place
“in less than two weeks” to
start organising long-de-
layed legislative and mu-
nicipal elections.

“It’s difficult to be ap-
proved by a parliament
that is dysfunctional.And
I’m not responsible for the
dysfunction of the last
parliament,” Paul, who
was in the moderate oppo-
sition to Martelly before
becoming prime minister,
told the media.

The latest bout of polit-
ical turmoil in Haiti has
been brewing since
shortly after Martelly
took office in 2011 as a
newcomer to politics with
little support in parlia-
ment, which is critical in a
country where the consti-
tution deliberately curbs
executive power.

Martelly was supposed
to call elections in 2011
for a majority of Senate
seats, the entire Chamber
of Deputies and local of-
fices. But six opposition
senators used parliamen-
tary procedure to prevent
a vote while accusing the
president of abusing his
authority to appoint sup-
porters to the electoral
council and other posts.

Haiti’s parliament was
unable to pass a law to or-

ganise the elections and
extend lawmakers’ terms
before it dissolved, on the
same day the country
marked the fifth anniver-
sary of the devastating
2010 earthquake.

On Wednesday, the
Organisation of American
States said it supported
the efforts of Haitian au-
thorities to “hold free, fair,
and inclusive elections as
soon as possible”. Earlier
this week, a group of am-
bassadors and the U.N.
special representative in
Haiti said Martelly has
their support through the
period of political flux.

During an interview at
the prime minister’s offi-
cial residence, Paul was
sharply critical of violent
anti-government street
protests that have become
increasingly common in
downtown Port-au-Prince.
Protesters calling for
Martelly’s resignation
have burned tires and
thrown rocks at riot po-
lice, who responded with
tear gas and water can-
nons.

“People have a right to
peaceful protest, a right
protected by our constitu-
tion. But there’s also peo-
ple taking advantage of
the situation and who
want to create chaos,” said

Paul, who replaced
Laurent Lamothe after he
was forced to resign as
prime minister.

Earlier in the day, a
group of anti-Martelly ac-
tivists promised a fresh
wave of street protests, in-
sisting the president is a
“dictator” who longs to
rule by decree.

Haitian historian
Georges Michel, who
blamed both the govern-
ment and the opposition
for the impasse,dismissed
that idea.

“You look at these
protests calling Martelly
a dictator who has to go
and you see a thousand or
a few thousand people on
the streets. Is that really a
big popular movement to
remove a president? Of
course not. Like him or
not, he’s operating within
the framework of democ-
racy and I believe a major-
ity of Haitians support
him,” he said.

Others see the protests
as a more troubling sign.

Mark Schneider, who
has followed Haiti for the
Washington-based
International Crisis
Group, said political lead-
ers have failed the coun-
try’s citizens and set it on
a very dangerous path.

“They allowed partisan

and personal issues to
carry the country over the
cliff where the executive
is ruling by decree and
there is the greatest like-
lihood of political paraly-
sis and street violence.

These issues should have
been resolved two years
ago and they have been
allowed to fester and now
we are about to see the ex-
plosion,” he said via e-
mail.

This Jan. 11, 2015 file photo shows demonstrators flipping a car to block off a street during a protest demanding the resignation of President Michel Martelly in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, while the president and opposition officials were locked again in negotiations trying to forge a last-minute deal to resolve a stand-off that’s
stalling elections. The political turmoil has been brewing since shortly after Martelly took office in 2011 as a newcomer to politics with little support in parliament,
which is critical in a country where the constitution deliberately curbs executive power.

Haiti’s new Prime Minister Evans Paul listens during
an interview at his government residence in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2015. Paul, the
former mayor of Port-au-Prince and presidential can-
didate, automatically became Prime Minister after
both the Senate and Chamber of Deputies failed to
approve him by Jan. 12 when the terms of both
houses expired. Paul was named to run the day-to-
day affairs of the government by President Michel
Martelly, replacing Laurent Lamothe.

Haiti’s new prime minister
faces instability, protests
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CASTRIES, St. Lucia –
Four people, including
two young brothers, were
killed when a truck in
which they were travel-
ling struck a utility pole,
overturned and burst
into flames on
Wednesday, police said.

Local media reports
said the driver, whose
name was given only as
Arthur, his girlfriend,
Sarah Antoine and her
grandson, David Agard,
were trapped in the
wreckage and burned to
death.

The accident occurred
along the Bexon
Highway, southeast of
Castries.

According to a report
from the Royal Saint
Lucia Police Force and
the St Lucia News
Online web site,
Benjamin Antoine, an-
other of Antoine’s grand-
children, succumbed to
his injuries and died in
the hospital. He was ini-
tially rescued from the
burning truck suffering
from burns and injuries
sustained in the acci-
dent.

A relative of Antoine
told reporters that the
couple had planned to

buy some gasoline (in a
fuel bottle) after picking
up the children.
According to reports, “the
relative believed that the
gas container – if it was
bought – may have
helped fuel the explosion
after the truck crashed”.

Media reports said that
Antoine, who operates a
bakery in Sarrot, was re-
turning to her home after
picking up the children
from the L’Abayee SDA
Primary School.

One eyewitness said
that Arthur and Antoine
“were alive when the
guys took out the child…
but they were stuck, so
they burned to death.

“The emergency people
took a while because we
were waiting for a while
for them to come, I tried
calling them but the line
said busy,” the eyewit-
ness added.

The horrific accident
comes only two days after
the tragic bus crash in
Rock Gutter, St. Vincent
that claimed the lives of
five people including sev-
eral children. Two others
are still missing and pre-
sumed dead after the
minibus overturned and
crashed into the ocean.

TRINIDAD – Six chil-
dren, including two
teenagers, who have been
abandoned by their par-
ents, remain at the San
Fernando General
Hospital, waiting for a
place to call home.

South West Regional
Health Authority
(SWRHA) chief executive
officer, Anil Gosine, said
the children were placed
at the institution for
management, and were
subject to police investi-
gations.

Gosine said the chil-
dren were abandoned by
their parents or victims
of alleged child abuse.

One child, he said, was
housed at the hospital for
the past three years.

“These are children
where cases are being in-
vestigated by the police,
who removed the child
from the home. They
were admitted to hospital
for management and re-
mained there according
to the law,” he said.

Gosine said social
workers were assigned to
each child and worked
closely with police offi-
cers investigating the
cases.

He said one child was
in need of total health
care and social workers
were seeking a perma-

nent residential facility
providing the care he re-
quired. “But they were
not yet successful in find-
ing this place,” he said.

At least two of the chil-
dren, he said, were vic-
tims of abuse.

The Ministry of the
People was informed of
the teenagers being cared
for at the hospital and
was handling their cases.
Gosine said the ministry
was responsible for relo-
cating the children.

The younger children,
he said, were handed
over to the Children
Authority, where their
cases would be investi-
gated.

“The children are re-
moved from their homes
by the police and placed
in the hospital for man-
agement. The cases are
referred to the Children’s
Authority where they are
investigated and some
are placed into the foster
care system,” he said.

Gosine said the num-
ber of children placed in
the health care system
for management varies.
“Hopefully the Children’s
Authority will take over
the management of these
cases and the children
are placed into perma-
nent homes,” he said.

The Minister of

Gender, Child and Youth
Development Clifton De
Coteau was asked his
view on the issue of the
abandoned children.

He said: “It’s not only
about being adopted but
about being placed in a
home. We are working on
foster care, community
residency and we have a
rehabilitation centre for
those over 18.”

De Coteau said: “What
has happened in the past
is that there were not
proper systems and peo-
ple were just thrown in
areas, and instead they
exacerbated the situa-
tion.

“They might graduate
from the St Michael’s
School to YTC (Youth
Training Centre) to the
Royal Gaol and we are
trying to prevent that
from happening now.

“So that is why we have
all of these assessments
and evaluations, and that
is why the Children’s
Authority is so important
to us, and we have all of
these rehabilitation cen-
tres. In terms of the hos-
pital, I can assure you we
will have social workers
going in there and we
shall have some feedback
on the situation.”

Media reports stated
that 822 children with-

out parents were living
in orphanages across
Trinidad and Tobago.
Twenty six more children
were in the foster care
system.

These children have
lost parents through dis-
ease, murder, car crashes
and criminality. Some
were abandoned at birth.
Others were the product
or unwanted teenage
pregnancies. A few were
the offspring of rape or
incest.

Unfortunately, less
that one per cent of those
orphans will ever be
adopted. They will be
wards of the State until
the age of 18. After that,
they are on their own.

Of the 26 children in
foster care, only three are
in the process of being
adopted.

These figures were pro-
vided by the Ministry of
Gender, Child and Youth
Development and the
Children’s Authority,
which are attempting to
educate and encourage
people who, for various
reasons, will never con-
sider adoption as an op-
tion. The Ministry is also
constructing a facility in
Ste Madeleine that will
be a home for those who
have reached age 18 and
still need help.

HAVANA, Cuba - Cuba
says it will not be offering
wireless service in its sec-
ond largest city Santiago
de Cuba, as previously re-
ported.

State run telecommuni-
cations provider Etecsa
clarified that a new “in-
tranet” WiFi service was
being installed but would
only be available at select
official sites, such as a city
recreational centre and a
network of youth cyber
clubs.

The Union of Cuban
Journalists, a government
association, had reported
on its website that wire-
less service would become
available this month in a
limited rollout in
Santiago de Cuba at $4.50
per hour.

However Etecsa, in a

statement published in
the state-run newspaper,
Granma (Spanish), said
information was “false
and had not been issued
by the company”.

In Cuba, Internet is
largely limited to govern-
ment offices and pricey
pay-by-the-hour access at
cafes and hotels, allows
only some locals such as
journalists, doctors and
athletes to have Internet
at home.

But anyone who wants
their own router for a wifi
signal needs permission
from the Communications
Ministry first.

Last year,3.4 per cent of
homes in Cuba had
Internet access, one of the
world’s lowest rates, ac-
cording to international
technology authorities.

Cuba denies
media reports of
WiFi roll out in
second largest city

Four killed in fiery
highway accident

Six children abandoned at hospital

FORMER President of
the Dominica Bar
Association and for-
mer Solicitor General
of Dominica, Wynante
Adrien-Roberts, has
been appointed as the
new Deputy Attorney
General of the Turks
and Caicos Islands.

The announcement
was made during the
opening of the Supreme
Court in that country last
week.

Attorney General,
Rhondalee Braithwaite-
Knowles, described
Adrien-Roberts as a
“thoroughly qualified and
experienced” attorney.

Reports indicate that
the new assistant AG will
focus on training and de-
velopment within the
Chambers of the AG.

Adrien-Roberts earned
her Legal Education
Certificate in Law at the
Norman Manley Law
School in Jamaica, and
has attended the

University of the West
Indies, Cave Hill Campus
where she earned her
LLB and LLM.

She was part of the
International Business
Unit of the Government
of Dominica and served
as Solicitor General.

She has experience in
many fields including: de-
veloping legislative regu-
latory framework for the
financial services sector,
assessing applications for
licences to operate off-
shore financial services,
and ensuring compliance
with international best
practices for the financial
services sector.

Last year, Adrien-
Roberts made headlines
when she stood by the de-
cision of the Dominica
Bar Association to nomi-
nate Henry “Babs” Dyer
to the Integrity in Public
Office (IPO) Commission.

The decision was heav-
ily criticised by Senior
Counsel, Tony Astaphan.

Adrien-Roberts is the new Assistant AG of the Turks
and Caicos Islands.

Dominican attorney named
assistant AG in Turks and Caicos 
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THE Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF) on
Wednesday, January
14, unveiled a new
Digital Combat
Uniform (DCU) to re-
place the Disrupted
Pattern Material
(DPM) camouflage
that soldiers have
worn since 1992.

In an interview, Chief
of Defence Staff, Major
General Antony
Anderson, said that this
is the third change in
uniform for the JDF.

He said the new uni-
form has security fea-
tures, which will ensure
that it does not end up in
the hands of criminals.

“In built in this (new
uniform) are certain se-
curity features as more
and more, we are finding
that the old uniform we
are about to change, can
be bought at any surplus
store around the world.
This new uniform, you
cannot get, it is propri-
etary to the Jamaica
Defence Force (JDF),”
Major General Anderson
said.

The Chief of Defence
Staff noted that the old

material was becoming
more difficult to acquire
as most militaries have

phased out its use.
As it relates to the cost,

Major General Anderson

explained that “the cost
of the new ones is really
our normal replacement

cost, so there is not really
an additional cost to get
these uniforms when

compared with the cost
of the old ones”.

The new uniform,
which will have both
land and naval varia-
tions, is up to 50 per cent
more effective at camou-
flaging troops than the
outgoing DPM, as it
blends more easily into
both the urban and jun-
gle-type terrain and
coastal conditions in
which the JDF operates.

The new digital camou-
flage pattern is com-
prised of a number of
small rectangular pixels
of colour instead of the
old macro-pattern (big
blobs) of the DPM. This
makes for better camou-
flaging properties as it
more closely mimics the
dappled textures and
rough boundaries found
in natural settings.

It displays the national
flag, which is usually
used when persons are
deployed overseas.

“We think it (flag) re-
ally needed to be a part of
our everyday uniform as
we are Jamaica’s defence
force, not a separate en-
tity,” the Chief of Defence
Staff said.

Chief of Defence Staff, Major General Antony Anderson (left), who is clad in the Jamaica Defence Force’s
(JDF) new Digital Combat Uniform (DCU), symbolically hands over a uniform to Warrant Officer Class 1,
Anthony Lysight.

Jamaica Defence Force unveils new uniform 

WASHINGTON D.C.,
United States - With
Haiti’s Parliament possi-
bly set to dissolve by
Tuesday, civil society
groups are worried that
the Haitian president may
move to unilaterally put
in place a contentious revi-
sion to the country’s
decades-old mining law.

Starting in 2013, that
draft was written with
technical assistance from
the World Bank. Last
week, a half-dozen
Haitian groups filed a for-
mal appeal with the
bank’s complaints office,
expressing concern that
the legislation had been
crafted without the public
consultation often re-
quired under the
Washington-based devel-
opment funder’s own poli-
cies.

The aim of the new draft
mining law appears to be
a massive expansion of
Haiti’s mining sector,
paving the way for the
entry of foreign companies
already interested in the
country’s significant gold
and other deposits.

“Community leaders…
are encouraging commu-
nities to think critically
about ‘development’, and
to not simply accept proj-
ects defined by outsiders,”

Ellie Happel, an attorney
in Port-au-Prince who has
been involved in the com-
plaint, told reporters.

“These projects often
fail. And, in the case with
gold mining, residents
learn that these projects
may threaten their very
way of life.”

Haiti’s extractives per-
mitting process is cur-
rently extensive and bu-
reaucratic.Yet the new re-
visions would bypass par-
liamentary oversight alto-
gether, halting even a
requirement that agree-
ment terms be made pub-
lic, according to a draft
leaked in July.

Critics worry that this
streamlining, coupled
with the Haitian govern-
ment’s weakness in ensur-
ing oversight, could result
in social and environmen-
tal problems, particularly
damaging to a largely
agrarian economy.
Further, there is question
as to whether exploitation
of this lucrative minerals
wealth would benefit the
country’s vast impover-
ished population.

“The World Bank’s in-
volvement in developing
the Draft Mining Law
lends the law credibility,
which is likely to encour-
age investment in the

Haitian mining sector,”
the complaint, filed with
the bank’s Inspection
Panel on Wednesday,
states.

“This increased invest-
ment in the mining sector
will result in… contami-
nation of vital waterways,
impacts on the agriculture
sector, and involuntary
displacement of communi-
ties. Complainants are
also concerned about the
exclusion of Haitian peo-
ple from the law reform
process,

particularly when con-
trasted with the reported
regular participation of
the private sector in draft-
ing the new law.”

An opaque process
The complaint comes

five years after a devas-
tating earthquake struck
Haiti, and as political in-
stability is threatening re-
construction and develop-
ment progress made in
that catastrophe’s after-
math.Elections have been
repeatedly put off for more
than two years, and by
Tuesday so many mem-
bers of Parliament are
slated to have finished
their terms that the body
would lack a quorum.

On Sunday, Haitian
President Michel Martelly

indicated that a deal
might be near.But the left-
ist opposition was report-
edly not part of this agree-
ment, and has repeatedly
warned that the president
is planning to rule by de-
cree.

The Inspection Panel
complaint, filed by six civil
society groups operating
under the umbrella
Kolektif Jistis Min (the
Justice in Mining
Collective), contextualises
its concerns against this
backdrop of instability.
“The Haitian government
may be poised to adopt the
Draft Mining Law by de-
cree, outside the demo-
cratic process,” it states.

Even if the political cri-
sis is dealt with soon, con-
cerns with the legislation’s
drafting process will re-
main.

The Justice in Mining
Collective, which repre-
sents around 50,000
Haitians, drew up the
complaint after the draft
mining law was leaked in
July.No formal copy of the
legislation has been made
public,nor has the French-
language draft law been
translated into Haitian
Creole, the most com-
monly spoken language.

“The process has been
very opaque, with a small

group of experts from the
World Bank and Haitian
government officials draft-
ing this law,”Sarah Singh,
the director of strategic
support with
Accountability Counsel, a
legal advocacy group that
consulted on the com-
plaint and is representing
some Haitian communi-
ties, told the media.

“They’ve had two meet-
ings that, to my knowl-
edge,were invite-only and
held in French, at which
the majority of attendees
were private investors and
some big NGOs. Yet the
bank’s response to com-
plaints of this lack of con-
sultation has been to say
this is the government’s
responsibility.”

The Justice in Mining
Collective is suggesting
that this lack of consulta-
tion runs counter to social
and environmental guide-
lines that undergird all
World Bank investments.
These policies would also
call for a broad environ-
mental assessment across
the sector, something local
civil society is now de-
manding – to be followed
by a major public debate
around the assessment’s
findings and the potential
role large-scale mining
could play in Haiti’s devel-

opment.
Yet the World Bank is

not actually investing in
the Haitian mining sector,
and it is not clear that the
institution’s technical as-
sistance is required to con-
form to the safeguards
policies. In a November
letter, the bank noted that
its engagement on the
Haitian mining law has
been confined to sharing
international best prac-
tices.

Yet Singh says she and
others believe the safe-
guards do still apply, par-
ticularly given the scope
of the new legislation’s im-
pact.

“This will change the en-
tire legal regime,” she
says. “The idea that bank
could do that and not have
the safeguards apply
seems hugely problem-
atic.”

A World Bank
spokesperson did confirm
that the Inspection Panel
has received the Haitian
complaint. If the panel
registers the request, she
said, the bank’s manage-
ment would have around a
month to submit a re-
sponse, following which
the bank’s board would de-
cide whether the com-
plaint should be investi-
gated.

Haitians worry World Bank-assisted mining law could result in ‘looting’
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SOFIA – US Secretary of
State John Kerry pledged
to support Bulgaria’s
efforts to wean itself off
dependence on Russian
energy at the launch of an
annual strategic dialogue
between the two NATO
allies yesterday.

Russia’s cancellation in
December of a multi-
billion-dollar gas pipeline
that would have benefited
Bulgaria has highlighted
Sofia’s vulnerability to
fallout from the West’s
standoff with Russia over
Moscow’s role in the
Ukraine crisis.

Under pressure from
both Washington and
Brussels, Bulgaria’s
previous, Socialist-led
government reluctantly
halted work on South
Stream.The project aimed
to feed gas to Europe while
bypassing Ukraine, which

is at loggerheads with
Russia over gas supplies
and annexation of part of
its territory.

“The United States is
prepared to help Bulgaria
which has made difficult
decisions in order to try to
protect its energy future,”
Kerry told reporters in the
Bulgarian capital.

The United States will
send an energy envoy to
Sofia to work on projects,
including further talks
with US firm
Westinghouse over a deal
to build a new nuclear
reactor on the Danube
River.

Bulgaria depends on
Russia for 90 per cent of its
gas, which comes via
Ukraine. A 2009 Russia-
Ukraine standoff left
hundreds of thousands of
Bulgarian households
shivering and hit its

industry as Russia turned
off the taps.

Kerry said it was unclear
if Russia would punish
Bulgaria for moving away
from Russian energy, but

said Washington would
stand by Sofia, which also
relies on Russia for nuclear
fuel. Its sole oil refinery is
owned by Russia’s Lukoil.

US officials said graft left
the Balkan nation open to
undue influence from
Moscow and Kerry
encouraged Bulgaria’s
efforts to reform its
judiciary and enforce the
rule of law.

Bulgaria is the EU’s

poorest member state and
also one of its most corrupt
and fighting graft would
make the country’s political
and business class less
susceptible to bribes.

“Here in Bulgaria, it (the
fight on corruption) is not
just about strengthening
the democracy of the
country. It is about
providing a climate for
investment and shielding
the country from those who

exploit the situation to gain
undue influence over your
choices as a nation,” Kerry
said. The South Stream
cancellation last month has
increased Sofia’s desire to
develop as a regional gas
hub. Washington supports
the construction of a
pipeline between Greece
and Bulgaria, which could
allow Azeri gas to provide
an alternative to Russian
energy.

PARIS – The French
investigation into last
week’s Paris shootings is
exploring the possible role
of Djamel Beghal, an
Islamist suspected of first
bringing the gunmen
together and putting them
on the path from
impressionable youths to
cold-blooded killers.

While the 49-year-old
Algerian has denied
through his lawyer any
involvement in the attacks,
judicial and prison sources
have described how two of
the three gunmen
nonetheless fell under his
spell during a joint 2005
stretch in jail and then
pursued contacts with him
after leaving prison.

“Beghal is the crux of the
case,”said a source close to
the inquiry, which on
Tuesday ordered searches
in the cell in the high-
security prison in the
western city of Rennes
where he is now serving

time for an unrelated
conviction.

“He is a sorcerer, a
seducer,” Louis Caprioli,
deputy head of France’s
DST anti-terrorist
intelligence unit from 1998
to 2004, told Reuters on
Wednesday of a man
whose own journey to
radicalization passed
through London’s
Finsbury Park mosque
during spells living in
Britain in the late-1990s.

Barely a week after
attacks on the satirical
weekly Charlie Hebdo and
a Jewish deli, French
authorities are
scrutinizing security,
intelligence and penal
structures to see how the
three days of violence could
possibly have been
averted, Prime Minister
Manuel Valls and other
officials have said.

The fact that all three of
the killers and their links
with Beghal were known

to authorities for years has
not gone unnoticed. The
government has
acknowledged “shortfalls”
in intelligence and is
putting prison procedures
under review.

At this stage in the
inquiry, major questions
remain open on how the
two Kouachi brothers and
deli killer Amedy Coulibaly
nurtured their plans, and
whether a claim of
responsibility by al Qaeda
in Yemen issued on
Wednesday is plausible.

However, thousands of
pages of French court
documents from their past
brushes with the law, on
which Reuters has been
briefed, shed light on the
seven-month period in
2005 when Beghal,
Coulibaly and Cherif
Kouachi – the younger of
the two brothers – crossed
paths in prison and again
five years later in rural
France.

SOFIA – US Secretary
of State John Kerry
said yesterday his visit
to France was to give a
“big hug” to Paris after
the deadly attack by
Islamist gunmen on the
satirical newspaper
Charlie Hebdo.

President Barack
Obama’s administration
drew criticism from
Republican opponents at
home for not sending a
senior figure to a unity
march in the French
capital following the
shootings, and the White
House later conceded that
Washington should have
sent a higher-level
representative.

Kerry was due to meet
French President Francois
Hollande in Paris on
Friday to offer
Washington’s support.
Asked by reporters during
a visit to Bulgaria if he
hoped that visit would
make amends, Kerry said:

“My visit to France is
basically to share a big hug
with Parisand express the
affection of the American
people for France and for
our friends there,who have
been through a terrible
time.

“And I don’t feel any
other (contingencies) other
than (the) continuation of
our friendship and our
responsibilities as good
friends and the longest ally
in our history,” he said.
“That’s why I am going.”

Sixteen people were
killed by Islamist gunmen
in Charlie Hebdo’s offices
and in a kosher
supermarket, and a
policewoman was shot
dead in another attack.

Obama spoke publicly
about the attacks last
week from the Oval Office
and during a trip to
Tennessee. He spoke to
Hollande on the day of the
attacks. He also went to
the French Embassy in

Washington to sign a book
of condolence.

US administration
officials cited security
requirements as a central
reason why neither
Obama nor Vice President
Joe Biden attended the
memorial march, saying
their security needs 
can be distracting at such
events.

Hollande and 44 foreign
dignitaries,which included
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas, headed
more than a million people
in a march called to show
solidarity against
terrorism after the attacks.

For its part, Bulgaria
said it had detained a
French citizen at a border
checkpoint with Turkey
who was suspected of being
in contact several times
with one of the two
gunmen who attacked
Charlie Hebdo.

Kerry to give ‘big
hug’ to Paris after
militant attacks

French attacks inquiry centres
on prison ‘sorcerer’ Beghal

US pledges
support to
Bulgaria over
energy supplies

US Secretary of State John Kerry (left) talks with Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov before holding a
joint news conference in Sofia January 15, 2015.
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GENEVA – The United
Nations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights called on Saudi
Arabia yesterday to stop
the serial flogging of an
atheist and civil rights
blogger sentenced to
receive 1 000 lashes over
an extended period.

Raif Badawi, who set up
a website called “Free
Saudi Liberals”, received
50 lashes after Friday
prayers last week and
global rights groups say he

is expected to be submitted
to a second round on
Friday.

“Flogging is in my view
at very least a form 
of cruel and inhuman
punishment,” High
Commissioner Zeid Ra’ad
Al Hussein said in a
statement from his
Geneva office. As such, it

was banned under
international rights law,he
added.

“I appeal to the King of
Saudi Arabia to exercise

his power to halt the public
flogging by pardoning Mr
Badawi, and to urgently
review this type of
extraordinary harsh
penalty,” said Zeid,
a former Jordanian
diplomat.

Badawi was arrested in
June 2012 and prosecutors
originally asked that he be
tried for apostasy – or
leaving his religion, an
offence which carries the
death penalty in Saudi
Arabia, the birthplace of

Islam.
However, a judge

dismissed that charge and
he was given ten years jail
and a fine of one million
Saudi rials ($267 666),
as well as the lashes,
on charges including
cybercrime after an earlier
sentence of seven years
and 600 lashes was found
too lenient.

The UN statement said
Badawi was “convicted for
peacefully exercising his
right to freedom of opinion

and expression” in a series
of prosecutions of civil
society activists, including
his lawyer and brother-in-
law, Waleed Abu al-Khair.

On Monday, the
statement added, an
original sentence of ten
years against al-Khair – on
charges of offending the
judiciary and founding an
unauthorised organisation
– was extended on
prosecution appeal from
ten to 15 years in jail.

In the past year Saudi

authorities have been
criticised by international
rights groups for jailing
several prominent activists
on charges ranging from
setting up an illegal
organisation to damaging
the reputation of the
country.

The world’s top oil
exporter, an absolute
monarchy whose legal code
adheres to sharia (Islamic
law), regularly dismisses
Western-based criticism of
its rights record.

CAIRO – Canadian Foreign
Minister John Baird said
after “constructive” talks in
Cairo yesterday he hoped
that a Canadian journalist
working for Al Jazeera
television could be released
before long from an Egyptian
prison.

Canadian-Egyptian Mohamed
Fahmy, Egyptian Baher
Mohamed and Australian Peter
Greste were sentenced last June
to between seven and ten years
for spreading lies to help a
“terrorist organisation”, a
reference to Egypt’s outlawed
Muslim Brotherhood.

Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi said in November
the issue of a presidential pardon
was under discussion. Egypt’s
High Court ordered a retrial of
the men on January 1.

Baird sounded cautiously
optimistic after talks with his
Egyptian counterpart Sameh
Shukri.

“I would characterise the
meeting as constructive and
worthwhile,and we look forward
to resolving that issue. It’s still
not resolved today, but that’s 
why I came,” he told a news
conference.

Rights groups and Western
governments have criticised the
detentions. Al Jazeera says the

trial was flawed and has
demanded the journalists’
release.

Baird seemed hopeful that
Fahmy could be released soon.

“We’re working toward a
constructive resolution on that
sooner rather than later,”he said.

Fahmy, in a statement
released by his lawyers, urged
Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper to intervene
directly.

“My situation and the ongoing
legal limbo that I am enduring
affects all Canadians who are in
the Middle East because it shows
that anyone, regardless of how
innocent, can become a victim of
the political turbulence here,”he
said.

Fahmy’s fiancee, Marwa
Omara, said he had signed
documents required for
deportation and she was told the
process was in its final stages.

“I had high expectations that
Mohamed might be released
during Mr. Baird’s visit, but I
understand... it’s going to take
some time,” she said after a 
15-minute meeting with Baird.

Qatar was one of the main
supporters of Islamist president
Mohamed Mursi and his Muslim
Brotherhood during their year
in power before his government
was ousted by Sisi, then army

chief, in July 2013.
Egypt has accused Al Jazeera

of being a mouthpiece for the
now-banned Brotherhood,which
the channel denies.

Sisi met a Qatari envoy last

month, the latest step in
diplomatic efforts led by Saudi
Arabia to help patch up ties.

Shukri told Reuters this week
a decision by the Doha-based
channel to halt broadcasts last

month of its Egypt-focused
operation Al Jazeera Mubasher
Misr, whose content 
angered Cairo, would help
improve strained ties with
Qatar.

PARIS – A Malian Muslim who
hid shoppers from an Islamist
gunman during an attack on a
Jewish supermarket in Paris
will be given French nationality,
the Interior Ministry said
yesterday.

After the gunman had already
killed people during a hostage
taking in the store on Friday,24-

year-old shop attendant Lassana
Bathily hid several people in the
store’s freezer, turned off the
light and told them to stay calm.

He then escaped to look for
help. After initially being
suspected of being an
accomplice, he was able to tell
police what was happening
inside the store, where four

Jewish hostages were killed
before police shot gunman
Amedy Coulibaly, a Frenchman
of Malian origin.

“I helped Jews. We’re all
brothers,” Bathily told BFM TV.
It’s not a question of Jews,
Christians or Muslims, we’re all
in the same boat,” he said.

A petition had been going

around France over the last
week to give Bathily citizenship.

“Following the acts of bravery
by Mr. Bathily during the
hostage taking in the Hyper
Casher market on January 9, the
Interior Ministry has fast-
tracked (his) request for
citizenship,” the Interior
Ministry said in a statement.

An official ceremony will be
held on January 20.

Last week, 17 people were
killed in three days of violence
that began with an attack on the
Charlie Hebdo satirical 
weekly and ended with dual
sieges at a print works outside
Paris and the kosher
supermarket.

Malian who saved lives in Jewish deli attack gets French nationality

Canadian minister
hopes for Jazeera
reporter’s release
after Cairo talks

Al Jazeera journalist Mohammed Fahmy stands behind bars at a court in Cairo May 15, 2014.

UN rights chief urges Saudi king to halt flogging of blogger
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PARIS – President
Francois Hollande
assured Muslims in
France and abroad
yesterday that his
country respected
them and their 
religion but would 
not compromise 
its commitment to
freedom and
democracy.

Speaking a week after
Islamist militant violence
that killed 17 people in
Paris, he told a meeting at
the Institute of the Arab
World in Paris that
Muslims were “the first
victims of fanaticism,
fundamentalism and
intolerance”.

The French military’s
cyberdefense specialist
meanwhile reported a
surge of hacking against
some 19 000 French
websites in the past four
days, with Islamist
messages appearing on
some and denials of
service blocking others.

The Interior Ministry
said it would grant French
citizenship to Malian
immigrant Lassana
Bathily who was hailed as
a hero after he concealed
shoppers at a kosher
grocery last Friday to save
them from an Islamist
gunman who killed four
hostages before police shot
him dead.

Hollande’s speech
struck a balance between
France’s commitment to

protect its five-million-
strong Muslim minority
and to defend free speech
even if Muslims find it
offensive.

French Muslims have
reported dozens of attacks
on mosques since Islamist
gunmen targeted satirical
journal Charlie Hebdo last

week. Authorities in
several Middle East
countries have denounced
the newspaper’s decision
to print more cartoons of

the Prophet Mohammad
in its latest edition on
Wednesday.

“Islam is compatible
with democracy and we
should refuse any
confusion (about this),”
Hollande said at the
Institute, where “We are
all Charlie” was written in
French and Arabic on the
building’s facade.

Hollande also addressed
the Arab world:“France is
a friend, but it is a country
that has rules, principles
and values. One of them
is not negotiable –
freedom and democracy.”

Cyberdefense expert
Vice Admiral Arnaud
Coustilliere told
journalists that “Islamist
hackers” were behind the
unprecedented wave of
computer attacks on
French websites.

“This is the response to
last Sunday’s march,” he
said, referring to a mass
protest march led by
Hollande and over 40
world leaders in response
to the Islamist attacks.
The hackers ranged “from
shocked believers to
hardened terrorists” and
used simple methods,
according to Coustilliere.

Freshly printed copies
of Charlie Hebdo’s
“survivors’ edition”
quickly sold out 
yesterday morning, as
they did on Wednesday
when it first hit the
newsstands.

BRUSSELS – At least
two people were killed
when Belgian counter-
terrorist police raided an
apartment used by
suspected Islamist
radicals yesterday,
local media said,
describing a co-
ordinated, national
operation related to last
week’s attacks in Paris.

Judiciary officials
confirmed only that 
a counter-terrorism
operation took place near
the centre of Verviers, a
town in the east of the
country between the city
of Liege and the German
border. They plan a news
briefing at 8 p.m. (2:00
p.m. EST).

Public radio RTBF,
which reported a number
of other police actions in
and around Brussels,
said there were no
casualties among the
security forces. Two
unidentified people were
killed and a third
seriously wounded.
Several others were
detained.

Earlier, prosecutors
said they had detained 
a man in Belgium 
whom they suspected of
supplying weaponry to
Amedy Coulibaly, killer
of four people at a Paris
Jewish grocery last
week.

In a report that could
not be immediately
confirmed, the Web 
site of La Meuse
newspaper quoted an
unidentified police 
officer saying: “We’ve
averted a Belgian
Charlie Hebdo.”

Two French brothers,
who like Coulibaly
claimed allegiance to
Islamists militants in the
Middle East, killed 
12 people last
Wednesday, January 7,
at the Paris offices of
satirical newspaper
Charlie Hebdo.

RTBF said Thursday’s
operation in Verviers was
intended to check
on suspected radicals –
one of several being
conducted across the
country against people
believed to have
returned to Belgium
after taking part in the
Syrian civil war.

BERLIN – There is no
chance that Russian
President Vladimir Putin
will be invited to the next
meeting of G7 leaders,
German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, who will
host the summit, was
quoted as saying
yesterday.

“The G7 and former G8
group has always viewed
itself as a community of
values,” Merkel told
Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung newspaper in an
interview published
yesterday.

“The annexation of

Crimea, which is a blatant
violation of the principles
of international law, and
the events in eastern
Ukraine are serious
violations of these
common values.”

That was why there was
no chance “at this point”
that Putin might be
invited to the G7 summit
in Bavaria in June,
Merkel said and repeated
her stance that Europe
could not consider lifting
sanctions against Russia
as long as the reasons for
imposing them still
applied.

“In spring we will
discuss the question how
to deal with the sanctions
that we decided to impose
after Russia’s annexation
of Crimea,” she said.
“Given the current
situation, they will
remain in place.”

Last week, Merkel said
that Europe would 
not consider lifting
sanctions until all
elements of a 12-point
peace agreement signed
in September between
Ukraine and pro-Russian
rebels were fully
implemented.

No chance for Putin
to be invited to G7
summit, Merkel says

German Chancellor Angela Merkel attends a session
of the lower house of parliament Bundestag in
Berlin, January 15, 2015.

Two
reported
dead in
Belgian
raid

Hollande reassures Muslims,
Islamists hack French websites

French President Francois Hollande attends the inauguration of the Paris
Philharmonic Hall (Philharmonie de Paris) January 14, 2015.
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KIEV – Fighting
intensified around the
international airport
in the Ukrainian city 
of Donetsk yesterday
as pro-Russian
separatists stepped up
efforts to dislodge
government forces and
Ukraine’s military said
two of its soldiers had
been killed.

The complex, a battered
wreck with its runways
cratered by shell
explosions, has not
functioned as an airport
since hostilities erupted
last April but it remains
an important symbol for
both sides.

“Unfortunately, there
are two (Ukrainian
soldiers) killed,”Vladyslav

Seleznyov, a senior
member of the Ukrainian
army general staff, told
Interfax news agency.

In Kiev, parliament
voted to refresh its front-
line forces and resume
partial conscription after a
top security official
warned that Russian
forces backing separatist
rebels had sharply
increased military activity
in the east of the country.

“Russian aggression is
continuing. There has
been a significant surge in
the intensity of firing,”
Oleksander Turchynov,
secretary of the national
defense council, told
parliament, adding that 
8 500 Russian regular
servicemen were now

deployed in eastern
Ukraine.

Two Ukrainian soldiers
were killed and four
wounded on Wednesday
when Ukrainian positions
were fired on 129 times,
whichTurchynov said was

a record for this year so
far.

Despite what the West
and Kiev say is
incontrovertible evidence,
Moscow denies its troops
are involved in the conflict
in which more than 4 700

people have been killed.
The warning of

increased military activity
by Russian forces followed
the shelling of a passenger
bus on Tuesday at an
army checkpoint. Twelve
civilians were killed.

Candles were lit 
in public buildings
yesterday on a day of
mourning for the victims.
Kiev has blamed the
separatists for the attack
but they have denied
responsibility.

JERUSALEM – An 
ex-Israeli cabinet minister
known for spurring market
reform launched a new
party yesterday to run in
the March 17 election, a
wild-card bid seen as
potentially helping Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu return to
power.

Moshe Kahlon, 54, the
son of hardscrabble Libyan
immigrants, hopes to
revitalise his political
career based on the
popularity he enjoyed as a
communications minister
who promoted competition
and thereby slashed
mobile telephone prices.

He broke ranks with
Netanyahu’s right-wing
Likud party over economic
policy, an issue that has
dogged Israeli politics since
unprecedented social
protests in 2011,and opted
to sit out the last election in
2013.

Kahlon is closer to
Netanyahu on security
issues – they both blame
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas for the
breakdown in peace
diplomacy last year – and
calls himself a “Likudnik”

in speeches,hinting at how
he and Netanyahu could
easily partner in any
future coalition
government.

Polls forecast Kahlon’s
party winning between
nine and 12 seats on
March 17, enough to put it
in a kingmaker position to
decide whether Netanyahu
wins a fourth term against
liberal Labour party leader
Isaac Herzog.

The centre-left Labour
party has a slight edge over
Likud in the polls but
neither – as in previous
elections – can garner a
governable majority, while
Netanyahu is seen as
mustering more potential
political allies to build a
viable coalition.

Kahlon’s main rival in
the smaller party category,
jostling for economic
policy-minded voters, is the
centrist Yesh Atid party
headed by former finance
minister Yair Lapid.
Netanyahu dismissed
Lapid two months ago,
triggering a coalition crisis
that brought about the
snap election.

Kahlon has named his
party “Koolanu”, which is

Hebrew for “all of us”. It
aims to slash skyrocketing
housing costs and take
other steps to help
disadvantaged Israelis,
many of whom are
immigrants from Arab and
Asian lands long under-
represented in the Jewish
state’s upper echelons.

An attorney by
profession, Kahlon grew 
up as one of seven siblings
whose father was a
construction worker, a 
past he often cites 
as underscoring his
preoccupation with
economic issues.

“Insufferable economic
gaps put Israel at risk. A
country that is weak from
within will also be weak
from without. Therefore
our role is to strengthen
Israel from within,”Kahlon
said earlier this month.

His leading party
candidates presented on
Thursday at a televised
gathering on a kibbutz
(collective farm) included
retired army general 
Yoav Galant and Michael
Oren,a former ambassador
to Washington under an
earlier Netanyahu-led
government.

Israeli market reformer launches wild-card election bid

Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin (R) and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
attend the joint funeral of Yohan Cohen, Yoav Hattab, Philippe Braham and
Francois-Michel Saada, four French Jews killed in an attack on a Paris kosher
grocery, in Jerusalem January 13, 2015.

Fighting
intensifies
at Ukraine
airport

Speaker of parliament Oleksander Turchynov attends a session of the Ukrainian parliament in Kiev February
22, 2014.
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MOSCOW – Ten days after cutting
off his monitoring tag and declaring
he would not stay under house
arrest, Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny
says Russian police are standing by
while he walks out of his door.

Although the house arrest order has
not been lifted since an embezzlement
case against him ended in a suspended
sentence on December 30, no one has
stopped him from leaving his Moscow
apartment or giving a radio interview.

“I just decided not to comply with the
house arrest and broke their rules,”
Navalny told Ekho Moskvy radio station.
When he left his apartment, his guards
merely asked him not to go too fast so
that they did not lose him, he said.

The punishment for destroying the
electronic ankle bracelet was only 670
rubles ($10), which he says he has paid.
The tag has not been replaced.

Yet, Navalny, who led mass protests in
Moscow three years ago, depicts the
Kremlin as still nervous about how to
handle him as Russia slides deeper into
an economic crisis that could dent
President Vladimir Putin’s popularity.

Police briefly detained the anti-
corruption blogger after Wednesday’s
radio interview and escorted him home,
and he faces a likely appeal by state
prosecutors against the suspended
sentence, which they say was too lenient.

“I have no doubt they’re now preparing
some new accusations against me and

there’ll be another house arrest order,” he
said, making clear he believed the
decisions on his fate were being taken by
Putin himself. “It’s obvious that only one
man takes the decision on whether to
land me in prison.”

Yesterday, police detained about a
dozen people from among several
hundred protesters gathered on a central
Moscow square by the crenellated, red
brick walls of the Kremlin.

The gathering had initially been
planned as a rally in support of Navalny.
But activists loyal to the Kremlin made
up the majority of the crowd, after the
blogger in the past few days called on his
backers not to attend and to save their
energy for later.

AMSTERDAM – Prosecutors at the
International Criminal Court will need
extra funding to revive a long-dormant
case against a Lord’s Resistance Army
commander who was arrested in Africa
last week, sources said yesterday.

Reopening the investigation into
Dominic Ongwen,a one-time child recruit
who rose through the ranks of the
Ugandan rebel group that has a
reputation for massacres and mutilations,
will increase the burden on an already
stretched prosecution service.

Prosecutors are likely to need to dip in
to a seven million-euro ($8 million)
contingency fund maintained by the ICC’s
122 member states, two sources familiar
with the court told reporters.

The prosecution budget for 2015 is 40
million euros ($47 million), an increase of
19 per cent on 2014.The total court budget
rose seven per cent to 141 million euros
($164 million).

However, the Ongwen case comes as
prosecution resources are already fully
committed,the sources said.The case load
may soon be stretched further when the
Palestinian territories, recognised as a
state by the ICC,join the court in April and
are likely to seek investigations into
conflicts with Israel.

Uganda is an outspoken critic of the
ICC, accusing it of unfairly targeting
Africans, but it is also keen to pursue
members of the LRA, an armed group led
by Joseph Kony, a former Ugandan
choirboy who claimed to be guided by
spirits. Ongwen was captured in Central
African Republic,where the LRA has been
active, last week and is expected to be
handed over to the court in The Hague in
coming days.

Ongwen is believed to have surrendered
himself to Muslim Seleka rebels last week,
who later handed him over to US forces
helping in the campaign to crush the LRA.

He and Kony were indicted for crimes
against humanity by the ICC in 1995 and
prosecutors will now need to refresh a
case that has been largely dormant since
and was partly based on testimony from
witnesses who have since died or
disappeared.

GENEVA – Joint military exercises by
South Korea and the United States this
week are “an open challenge” to North
Korea’s demand to ease tension on the
divided peninsula, a Pyongyang envoy
said yesterday.

So Se Pyong, ambassador of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) to the United Nations in
Geneva, also warned that a continued
stand-off with the United States and
South Korea could lead to confrontation,
a “second Korean war”.

North Korea said on Saturday it was
willing to suspend nuclear tests if the
United States agreed to call off annual
military drills held jointly with South
Korea, but Washington rejected the
proposal as a veiled threat.

“The United States is insisting that
the nuclear tests and joint military
exercise are separate and therefore it is
unreasonable to link the moratorium of
nuclear tests with the topic of joint
military exercises,” So told a news
conference.

“Moreover, the US and south (Korea)
staged joint military exercises in the
East Sea of Korea, on the 13th and 14th
January, a marine joint military
exercise. This is an open challenge 
to the demand of the DPRK for
removing the danger of war and easing
the tension on the Korean peninsula,” he
added.

Pyongyang has often repeated its
demand for the allies to end their 
large-scale defensive drills, carried out

for roughly 40 years.
The State Department said at the

weekend it remained open to dialogue
with North Korea and urged it to
“immediately cease all threats, reduce
tensions and take the necessary steps
towards decentralisation needed to
resume credible negotiations”.

North Korea has conducted three
nuclear tests, the last in February 2013,
and is under UN sanctions for defying
international warnings not to set off
atomic devices in pursuit of a nuclear
arsenal, which it calls its “sacred sword”.

“About the nuclear test, the policy of
my country is that in case they are doing
any kind of nuclear war, then we have to
make the counter-measures,” So said,
without elaborating.

“Otherwise, if there’s a standstill and
if we are in a state of pause, then there
might be another Korean war, the
second Korean war in the peninsula.”

The Obama administration has
blamed North Korea for a crippling
cyberattack on Sony Pictures
Entertainment (6758.T). North Korea
has denied responsibility, though it has
described as an “act of war” a Sony
comedy, “The Interview”, which features
a plot to assassinate its leader Kim Jong
Un.

So, asked whether he was concerned
that the Sony incident could poison
relations and impede progress on the
nuclear issue, replied: “It depends on
the United States. We expressed our
position on that. It is up to them.”

North Korea calls US-South Korea exercises ‘open challenge’

Ugandan case
will stretch war
crimes court’s
resources

Police stand by for now as
Kremlin critic defies house arrest

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny walks out after he visited a local broadcast radio station in Moscow January 14, 2015.
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Golden Globes red carpet’s Best & Worst Dressed

The Golden Globes
brought out the best
actors in television and

movies, offering up one of
the most diverse audiences
of the awards season. With
the varied group of people,
also came a mix of the good,
bad, and the ugly on the red
carpet. From Amal Clooney
wearing vintage Dior and
long white gloves and Jen-
nifer Lopez in a very sexy
Zuhair Murad metallic num-
ber to Rosamund Pike's
bland Vera Wang and Tina
Fey's oddly proportioned
dress, check out Showtime’s
picks of best and worst
dressed.

BEST…

WORST…

Austrian recording artist and drag
queen Concita Wurst made an appear-
ance at the Golden Globes. While
kudos could be given for the hair, the
green peekaboo dress with the high
split would have looked better at the
end of a rainbow not the end of a red
carpet. Wurst’s last name says it all.

Maybe Keira Knightley thought it was
bedtime? This doily-like, frumpy 
mess hid her baby bump, but it was 
‘Knight-marish’ with the overabundance
of butterflies adorning it.

Claire Danes made a huge mistake
with this Valentino dress. It did noth-
ing for her figure and didn’t suit her
fair complexion. The matching earrings
were the final nail in the coffin.

Singer Lorde tried to keep it youthful
by baring her midriff in this Narciso
Rodriguez suit and Neil Lane choker.
She almost succeeded but the
sloppy hemline did her in.

Great style is all about knowing what looks good on you and sometimes being daring
enough to take risks and break the mould. Kate Hudson (below left), Emma Stone 
(center) and Julianne Moore were all big winners on the red carpet.
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The Oscar gold rush
has begun! 

The nominations for the
87th Academy Awards were
announced yesterday, and
while the complete list of
the nominees is below, there
were some notable snubs, as
some of this year’s favorite
big screen performances and
films failed to earn Oscar
nominations.

"The Grand Budapest
Hotel" and "Birdman" led
the Oscar noms with nine
each, but some actors, ac-
tresses, directors and films
(who were previously recog-
nized by the Golden Globes)
received few or no nods from
the Academy.

With two spots left vacant
(10 films are usually eligi-
ble), it is surprising the
Academy didn't throw some
love towards "Nightcrawler,"
"Foxcatcher," "Interstellar,"
"Gone Girl," or "Unbroken".
Also, Jake Gyllenhaal and
David Oyelowo were ignored
as contenders for Best Actor
in “Nightcrawler” and
“Selma” respectively.
Likewise, the Best Actress
category was misisng a nom-
ination for Jennifer Aniston
for “Cake”. And in a field
filled with male nominees,
“Selma” director Ava
DuVernay was snubbed as a
Best Director contender.

Nevertheless, you can find
out the winners when the
ceremony airs February 22
on ABC.

Oscar Nominees

Best Picture:
American Sniper
Birdman
Boyhood
The Grand Budapest Hotel
The Imitation Game
Selma
The Theory of Everything
Whiplash

Best Director:
Wes Anderson, The Grand
Budapest Hotel
Alejandro González
Iñárritu, Birdman
Richard Linklater, Boyhood
Morten Tyldum, The
Imitation Game
Bennett Miller, Foxcatcher

Best Actor:
Steve Carell, Foxcatcher
Bradley Cooper, American

Sniper
Benedict Cumberbatch, The
Imitation Game
Michael Keaton, Birdman
Eddie Redmayne, The
Theory of Everything

Best Actress:
Marion Cotillard, Two Days,
One Night
Felicity Jones, The Theory of
Everything
Julianne Moore, Still
Alice
Rosamund Pike, Gone
Girl
Reese Witherspoon,
Wild

Best Supporting Actor:
Robert Duvall, The Judge
Ethan Hawke, Boyhood
Edward Norton, Birdman
Mark Ruffalo, Foxcatcher
J.K. Simmons, Whiplash

Best Supporting Actress:
Patricia Arquette, Boyhood
Laura Dern, Wild
Keira Knightley, The
Imitation Game
Emma Stone, Birdman
Meryl Streep, Into The
Woods
Best Adapted Screenplay:
Damien Chazelle, Whiplash
Jason Hall, American Sniper
Graham Moore, The
Imitation Game
Anthony McCarten, The
Theory of Everything
Paul Thomas Anderson,
Inherent Vice

Best Original
Screenplay:
Wes Anderson & Hugo
Guinness, The Grand
Budapest Hotel
E. Max Frye & Dan
Futterman, Foxcatcher
Dan Gilroy, Nightcrawler
Alejandro González
Iñárritu, Nicolás Giacobone,
Alexander Dinelaris Jr,
Armando Bo,
Birdman
Richard Linklater,
Boyhood

Best

Animated Feature:
Big Hero 6
The Boxtrolls
How To Train Your Dragon 2
Song of the Sea
The Tale of Princess Kaguya

Best Documentary
Feature:
CITIZENFOUR
Last Days In Vietnam

Virunga
Finding Vivian Maier
The Salt of the Earth

Best Original Song:
"Everything is

Awesome," The Lego
Movie
"Glory," Selma
"I’m Not Gonna Miss
You," Glen Campbell: I’ll
Be Me
"Lost Stars," Begin Again

"Grateful," Beyond the
Lights

Best Film Editing:
American Sniper
Boyhood
The Imitation Game
Whiplash
The Grand Budapest Hotel

Best Cinematography:
Emmanuel Lubezki,
Birdman
Ryszard Lenczewski and
¸ukasz ˚al, Ida
Dick Pope, Mr. Turner
Robert D. Yeoman, The
Grand Budapest Hotel
Roger Deakins, Unbroken

Best Costume Design:
Colleen Atwood, Into The
Woods
Milena Canonero, The
Grand Budapest Hotel
Jacqueline Durran, Mr.
Turner
Anna B. Sheppard,
Maleficent
Mark Bridges, Inherent Vice

Best Production
Design:
The Grand

Budapest Hotel
The Imitation
Game

Interstellar
Into The Woods
Mr. Turner

Best Animated Short:
The Bigger Picture
The Dam Keeper
Feast
Me and My Moulton
A Single Life

Best Live Action Short:
Aya
Boogaloo and Graham
The Phone Call
Butter Lamp
Parvaneh

Best Documentary Short:
Crisis Hotline: Veterans
Press 1
Joanna
Our Curse
The Reaper (La Parka)
White Earth

Best Sound Editing:
American Sniper
The Hobbit: The Battle of
the Five Armies
Interstellar
Birdman
Unbroken

Best Sound Mixing:
American Sniper
Birdman
Interstellar
Unbroken
Whiplash

Best Visual Effects:
Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
Dawn of the Planet of the
Apes
Guardians of the Galaxy
Interstellar
X-Men: Days of Future Past

Best Foreign Language
Film:
Ida (Poland)
Leviathan (Russia)
Tangerines (Estonia)
Timbuktu (Mauritania)
Wild Tales (Argentina)

Best Makeup and
Hairstyling:
Foxcatcher
The Grand Budapest Hotel
Guardians of the Galaxy

Best Original Score:
Alexandre Desplat, The
Grand Budapest Hotel
Alexandre Desplat, The
Imitation Game
Johann Johannsson, The
Theory of Everything
Hans Zimmer, Interstellar
Gary Yershon, Mr. Turner

Oscar nominations announced…
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She’s ready to take a bow once
again! The Recording Academy
announced on Tuesday, January

13, that Madonna will perform at next
month’s 57th Annual Grammy
Awards.

The Queen of Pop, 56, first teased
her big gig on Twitter in the late hours
of Monday evening, Janurary 12. She
shared a new photo of the artwork for
her Rebel Heart album – this time fea-
turing a Grammy award instead a shot
of her face.

“Rebel Hearts see you Feb 8th
@TheGRAMMYs #GRAMMY’s #rebel-
heart,” she wrote.

The Grammys then confirmed the
exciting news in a press release. This
will be the fifth Grammys performance
for Madonna, who is not up for any ho-
nours at the awards show. The gig pre-
cedes the upcoming Grammy-ineligible
March 10 debut of Madonna’s 13th
studio album Rebel Heart, which was
partially released by the singer last
month after widespread leaks.

With just weeks to go until the 2015
Grammys, The Recording Academy
teased further excitement on Tuesday,
breaking the news that Ariana
Grande, Ed Sheeran, Eric Church and
AC/DC will all also perform at the
star-studded music awards.

“AC/DC are returning to US TV for
the first time in over 14 years to per-
form at @TheGRAMMYs on February
8,” the veteran rockers tweeted on
Tuesday. Now made up of musicians
Brian Johnson, Phil Rudd, Bon Scott,
Cliff Williams, Angus Young, and
Malcolm Young, the celebrated band
released its Rock or Bust album after a
six-year hiatus this past November.

Grande, 21, who has yet to comment

on the gig, is up for big awards at the
57th Annual Grammys. She is nomi-
nated for Best Pop Vocal Album for My
Everything, and with Jessie J and
Nicki Minaj for Best Pop Duo/Group
Performance for “Bang Bang.”

Her fellow performers Sheeran and
Church could also take home multiple
statues.

British singer Sheeran, 23, is up for
Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal
Album for his record x, and Best Song

Written for Visual Media for “I See
Fire” from The Hobbit: The Desolation
of Smaug.

Country crooner Church, 37, leads
the pack with four nominations: Best
Country Solo Performance for “Give
Me Back My Hometown,” Best
Country Duo/Group Performance for
“Raise ‘Em Up” with Keith Urban,
Best Country Song for “Give Me Back
My Hometown,” and Best Country
Album for The Outsider.

Madonna, Ariana Grande, AC/DC to
Perform at 57th Annual Grammy Awards

DIRECTOR Michael Bay’s special
effects spectacle “Transformers: Age
of Extinction” led all movies in ig-
nominy with seven Razzie Awards
nominations, including worst pic-
ture, screenplay and director.

Action fantasy film “The Legend
of Hercules” and faith-based film
“Saving Christmas” starring Kirk
Cameron, trailed close behind with
six nods each for the year’s “worst
achievements in film,” organisers of
the 35th Golden Raspberry Awards
said on Tuesday ahead of Wednes-
day’s formal announcement.

Winners of the Razzies, an annual
tongue-in-cheek antidote to
Hollywood’s awards season, will be
announced on February 21, the eve
of the Academy Awards.

“Transformers” was the fifth most
popular film at the US box office in
2014 with US$245 million in ticket
sales. It has earned more than
US$1 billion world-wide.

Worst picture nominees also in-
clude “Hercules,” “Saving
Christmas,” action-comedy
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,”
and thriller “Left Behind” starring
Nicolas Cage.

Organisers called this year’s
batch of contenders the “cinematic
equivalent of re-treaded tires”.

Actress Cameron Diaz is up for
the spray-painted golden raspberry
statuettes as worst actress in ro-
mantic comedies “The Other
Woman” and “Sex Tape” as well as
worst supporting actress for
“Annie.” She shares a nod for worst
screen combo with “Sex Tape” costar
Jason Segel.

Seth MacFarlane also picked up
multiple nods for his Western satire
“A Million Ways to Die in the West,”
including worst actor, screen combo
with Charlize Theron and worst di-
rector.

Kelsey Grammer earned a worst
supporting actor nomination for
four films this past year:
“Expendables 3,” “Legends of Oz,”
“Think Like a Man Too” and
“Transformers.”

Perennial Razzie favourite Adam
Sandler only earned one nomina-
tion for his role in romantic comedy
“Blended.” His costar Drew
Barrymore also scored a nod for her
role.

The winner of a new category this
year, the redeemer award, will be
determined by online vote. The
award will honour a past Razzie
winner who has recently earned ac-
claim.

The nominees are Ben Affleck,
Jennifer Aniston, Mike Myers,
Keanu Reeves and Kristen Stewart.

The winners will be chosen by the
members of the Golden Raspberry
Award Foundation, a group open to
the public.

‘Transformers’
tops Razzies
‘worst film’
nominees 

(L-R) Cast members Nicola Peltz, Mark Wahlberg, Li Bingbing and Jack Reynor pose for pictures before the European pre-
miere of the movie ‘”Transformers: Age of Extinction” in Berlin on June 29, 2014.

Madonna, Ariana Grande are set to perform at the upcoming Grammys.

     



RICHARD
LINKLATER’S 12 years
of toiling on coming-of-
age tale “Boyhood”
reaped a coveted nomi-
nation on Tuesday for
the top Directors Guild
Award, which has cor-
rectly predicted the best
director Oscar for 10 of
the last 11 years.

Two-time DGA winner
Clint Eastwood, 84,
earned his fourth nomi-
nation for outstanding
directorial achievement
for his Iraq war film
“American Sniper”, while
Alejandro G. Inarritu
was nominated for
“Birdman”, his second
nod from the Directors
Guild of America for a
feature film.

Rounding out the list
of five were first-time
DGA nominees Morten
Tyldum for “The
Imitation Game” and
Wes Anderson for “The
Grand Budapest Hotel”.

“Boyhood”, which fol-
lows a boy and his family
and used the same actors
over a dozen years, won
the 54-year-old Linklater
his first Golden Globe for

best director on Sunday.
The film also won the
coveted best drama
Golden Globe, making it
a front-runner for the
Oscar best picture.

Inarritu, 51, was also
considered a strong con-

tender for director
awards for his first com-
edy, a surreal satire of
show business that ap-
pears to be filmed in one
long take in the cramped
confines of a Broadway
theatre.

But the Mexican film-
maker’s awards season
fortunes took a blow
when Anderson’s “The
Grand Budapest Hotel”
was a dark-horse winner
of the Golden Globe for
best comedy or musical,
boosting the Oscar 
potential of the colourful
period caper.

The surprise of the
DGA list is Tyldum for
“The Imitation Game”,
the British biopic of
World War Two code-
breaker Alan Turing,
played by Benedict
Cumberbatch.

The Academy Awards
will be held on February
22 and nominations were
announced yesterday.
The DGA award will be
handed out February 7,
before Oscar voting con-
cludes on February 17.

Since 1948, there have
been only seven occa-
sions when the DGA
award winner has not
gone on to win the 
corresponding Academy
Award. “Argo” director
Ben Affleck won the
DGA in 2013 but was not
nominated for the best
director Oscar award,
which was given to Ang
Lee for “Life of Pi”.

One notable omission
from the DGA list was
“Selma” director Ava
DuVernay, a relative
newcomer to directing
whose work on the civil
rights drama made 
her the first African-
American woman to 
be nominated for a best
director award at the
Golden Globes.
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THE number of women
working behind the 
camera in Hollywood’s
top-grossing films has
changed little over the
past decade despite a
slight uptick last year,
an annual study re-
leased on Tuesday has
found.

The “Celluloid Ceiling”
study from San Diego
State University’s
Center for the Study of
Women in Television and
Film said 7 per cent of
the top 250 films at the
US box office in 2014
were directed by a
woman, a 1 percentage
point increase from
2013.

“It’s not really moving
much one way or the
other,” said study author
Martha Lauzen, who
added that the number
of films directed by
women in 2014 has 
declined to 7 per cent
from 9 per cent since the
study began 1998.

Seventeen per cent of
key off-screen figures –
which includes directors,
writers, producers, exec-
utive producers, editors
and cinematographers –
were women last year,
the study found, also a 

1 percentage point rise
from 2013 but un-
changed from 1998.

“This is clearly an 
industry-wide problem
that requires and 
industry-wide solution,”
Lauzen said. “As an 
industry, film has not
taken on this issue of

women’s chronic under-
employment.”

The study comes as
Hollywood’s awards sea-
son revs into high gear
following Sunday’s
Golden Globe Awards
and the Academy
Awards nominations 
yesterday.

Ava DuVernay’s his-
torical drama “Selma” is
the only early Oscar
favourite this year to be
directed by a woman,
while Angelina Jolie’s
World War Two biopic
“Unbroken” is the only
film by a woman to crack
the top 100 at the US

box office in 2014.
Only one woman,

Kathryn Bigelow in 2010
for “The Hurt Locker”,
has won the best director
Oscar in 86 years of
Hollywood’s top honors.

The study considered 
2 822 behind-the-scenes
workers and found
women were most highly
represented as producers
at 23 per cent and execu-
tive producers at 19 per
cent.

Women comprised 
18 per cent of editors,
11 per cent of writers
while cinematographers
were the lowest repre-
sented job at 5 per cent.

Lauzen said one issue
facing women is a
greater emphasis in
Hollywood on ethnic 
diversity as opposed to
gender diversity.

“The sex of the director
is incredibly important
because the research
shows that the sex of the
director is related to the
percentage of female
characters that we see
on screen,” Lauzen said.

“This is a very complex
industry and a very com-
plex problem,” Lauzen
added. “There isn’t a
magic bullet here.”

BILL COSBY’S sched-
uled performance
next month in
Massachusetts has
been cancelled, a 
theatre said on
Wednesday, dealing
another setback to
the comedian’s effort
to keep performing
despite a wave a 
sexual assault 
allegations.

The Hanover Theatre
in Worcester, about 
40 miles west of Boston,
pulled Cosby’s February
6 show after reaching an
agreement with the pro-
moter who had rented
the theatre, Hanover
Theatre Chief Executive
Troy Siebels said.

“We had been uncom-
fortable,” Siebels said
about the show.

Cosby’s stand-up
shows in Ontario,
Canada, last week were

met with protests and
the 77-year-old comedian
was heckled during two
performances.

About 1 300 tickets
had been sold for the
show and more than half
have already been re-
funded, Siebels said.
Still, he said he believed
the 2 300-seat theatre
would have sold out.

“Nobody was happy
with the situation,”
Siebels added.

Cosby’s publicist did
not immediately respond
to a request for comment
about cancellation of the
Massachusetts show.

Cosby, who had two TV
projects pulled because
of the allegations, has 
a scheduled show in
Pueblo, Colorado, on
Friday, two shows in
Denver on Saturday 
and one in Turlock,
California, on Sunday.

Director Richard Linklater poses backstage with his award for Best Director –
Motion Picture for ‘Boyhood’ at the 72nd Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills,
California on January 11, 2015.

Director and executive producer Ava DuVernay (left) and actress Tessa
Thompson pose at a screening of the film ‘Selma’ during AFI Fest 2014 in
Hollywood, California on November 11, 2014.

‘Boyhood’ gets Linklater nominated
for Directors Guild Award

Women find little change off camera in Hollywood: study

Massachusetts
theatre calls
off Bill Cosby
performance
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DES MOINES, Iowa – Former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
has accused President Barack
Obama and his wife, Michelle, of
double standards in parenting,
saying in an interview published
Tuesday that the first family
shelters its daughters from some
things but allows them to listen
to the music of Beyoncé.

The sharp rhetoric signals that,
should he run for the Republican
presidential nomination, Huckabee
would make cultural and social
issues the cornerstones of his
campaign.

While promoting his new book, the
former Baptist pastor told People
magazine, “I don’t understand how
on one hand they can be such doting
parents and so careful about the
intake of everything – how much
broccoli they eat and where they go
to school... and yet they don’t see
anything that might not be suitable”
in Beyoncé’s lyrics. He also said
Beyoncé’s choreography is “best left
for the privacy of her bedroom.”

In his book, Huckabee describes
the Grammy Award-winning
Beyoncé’s lyrics as “obnoxious and
toxic mental poison.” He also accuses
Beyoncé’s husband, rapper Jay-Z, of
“exploiting his wife” like a “pimp.”

The first lady’s office declined to
comment on Huckabee’s comments.

During a 2012, $40,000-per-ticket
fundraiser in New York, the
president thanked Beyoncé and Jay-
Z for their friendship.

“Beyoncé could not be a better role

model for my girls,” Obama said.
Beyoncé sang at Barack Obama’s

second inauguration, as well at Mrs.
Obama’s 50th birthday party at the
White House.

Huckabee’s latest book, titled
“God, Guns, Grits and Gravy,” is full
of criticism of Washington, New York
and Hollywood and serves as a
direct appeal to cultural
conservatives, long part of his
political base. Huckabee’s rhetoric is
likely to win him more fans among
conservative activists who have
tremendous sway in picking the
GOP’s presidential nominees in
early nominating states such as
Iowa and South Carolina.

Huckabee recently stepped down
from his role as host of a weekend
program on Fox News Channel. He
ran for president in 2008, considered
running in 2012, and has said he’s
weighing whether to seek the GOP
nomination in 2016.

If he enters the contest, he has a
strong network of pastors in the
early states who can help mobilise
their faithful. That network helped
him win the lead-off Iowa caucuses
in 2008, as well as earn victories in
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia,
Kansas, Louisiana, Tennessee and
West Virginia.

Huckabee is no stranger to such
pointed statements. At a Republican
National Committee meeting last
year in Washington, he suggested
Democrats wanted women to believe
they were helpless without
government-financed birth control.

WOODY ALLEN will make his first
foray onto the small screen, writing and
directing an online series for
Amazon.com, the latest coup by deep-
pocketed cable and streaming companies
in luring the biggest names in film to
television.

The Internet retailer rolled out the
news of Allen’s series on Tuesday, two
days after winning its first major awards
at the Golden Globes following years of
experimentation with developing
original programming.

The deal with Allen, 79, who has said
he doesn’t use email or own a computer,
puts the filmmaker at the heart of
Amazon’s strategy to use original
content to woo consumers to its $99-a-
year Prime program, a vehicle for online
shopping with free shipping.

“The end game for Amazon is just
getting more people to buy into Prime,
and this is their way of doing it,” said
Paul Verna, a senior analyst at market
research company eMarketer.

“It’s almost as if they use content to get
people to buy into this program that is
about a lot more than video content,”
Verna added.

Filmmakers such as Martin Scorsese,
Steven Soderbergh, David Fincher and
Guillermo del Toro have all made recent
forays into television. Premium cable

networks like Time Warner Inc’s HBO
and Amazon’s online streaming rival
Netflix have offered directors the chance
and resources to tell longer-form stories
over several episodes and hours.

“I think any program developer or
producer or director who has a series or
script or anything, at this point they’re
looking at Amazon as on par with Netflix
and really the whole rest of the
ecosystem,”Verna said.

Amazon has been spending more on
content overall, including $100 million in
the third quarter alone on original
shows, in the latest sign of founder Jeff
Bezos’ hunger to dominate businesses
from books, to phones to entertainment.

‘I have no ideas’
Allen’s yet-to-be titled series will be a

half-hour,Amazon said, adding that
casting announcements would be made
in the future.The series will be shown
exclusively on its Instant Prime Video
service next year.

The famously press-shy Allen joked
that he was not sure how he got involved
in the project.

“I have no ideas and I’m not sure
where to begin,” the Oscar-winning
director said in a statement. “My guess is
that Roy Price will regret this,” he added,
referring to the vice-president of Amazon

Studios.
Known for his ironic insight into

contemporary life,Allen has starred in
many of his own films, including
generation-defining comedies like “Annie
Hall.”

The deal cements Amazon’s credibility
following Sunday’s Golden Globe win for
“Transparent,” which is about a man
transitioning to live as a woman.The
show’s lead, Jeffrey Tambor, also won a
Globe for best actor in a TV comedy
series.

“Amazon needed to prove they were a
serious player in television because there
was always kind of a question mark of
how real are they,” said Eric Deggans,
National Public Radio’s TV critic.

Like “Transparent,”Allen’s upcoming
series and 13 new pilots for programs
that Amazon will unveil on Thursday
will only be available on Prime.

The Amazon Studios division began
operations in 2010.

Allen, who makes a film almost every
year through art-house studio Sony
Pictures Classics, has joked about his
profitability as an artist.

“The two biggest myths about me are
that I’m an intellectual, because I wear
these glasses, and that I’m an artist
because my films lose money,” he once
said.

After awards coup, Amazon
lands Woody Allen for TV series

Obama slammed for letting daughters listen to Beyoncé

Beyonce performs on tour.

Director Woody Allen arrives for the
premiere of his film “Magic in the
Moonlight” in New York July 17, 2014. 
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Next step up! Kirstie
Alley opened up to
Howard Stern on his

SiriusXM radio show on
Monday, Jan. 12, about 
practising Scientology and 
defending her beliefs from the
general public and former
members of the church,
including Leah Remini.

Alley, 64, confirmed to Stern
that she had recently reached
the OT-7 level in the church’s
hierarchy of achievements. “It
means that you have gotten
rid of all the things that would
create aberrated behaviour in
you that you didn’t want,” the
Look Who’s Talking star ex-
plained. (For Scientologists,
aberration is a form of insanity
that arises from painful hid-
den memories.) “It’s an aware-
ness level,” she continued. “It’s
an achievement.”

The Drop Dead Gorgeous ac-
tress added that maintaining
this level of awareness was her
priority. “I think that people
need to always – no matter
what path they choose – the
goal I hope would be to become
more and more aware,” she
noted, “and less insane”.

Stern went on to tease Alley
about whether she was an ac-
tual member of the Church of
Scientology, or if the face of
Jenny Craig was serving as a
paid celebrity spokesperson for
the religion. “I’m not some f--
king fake OT-7!” Alley retorted.

Alley’s always-outspoken
commitment to the church
made headlines in late 2013,
when another famous star,
Leah Remini, opted to leave
the religion and spoke out
against it. Remini, 44, claimed

at the time that she had been
shunned by the church, which
prompted Alley to slam the
King of Queens star in a now-
infamous feud.

“She left the religion and she
was very critical,” Alley told
Stern on Monday. “That’s just
sort of water under the bridge.
There’s nothing going on and
there was nothing going on for
years. I didn’t shun her, but if a
lot of people are rejecting you,
at some point you gotta ask,
‘What am I doing?’ I mean,
that’s what I would have asked

myself.”
The mother of two – Lillie,

20, and William, 22 also
claimed during the interview
that her kids decided to be-
come Scientologists.

“It was their choice,” she
said. “It really helped them a
lot so that’s good.”

Most recently, Lillie and the
family as a whole endured a
personal tragedy. Alley opened
up to Stern about the tragic
motorcycle crash that claimed
the life of her daughter’s fi-
ancé, Nick Trela, at age 23 last

November.
“It’s the worst thing that

ever happened in our lives,”
she said of Lillie’s love of four
years.

“He was clearly one of the
most awesome men I have ever
met in my life. He could do
anything... He would build me
trails to get to the Lemur com-
pound.” (That’s right, Alley
owns a mini zoo filled with the
furry creatures!)

“The loss is so great,” she
concluded, “because if I lean on
the wall, he built the wall.”

Kirstie Alley: I’m not a
‘fake’ Scientologist

DALLAS – The wife of a famed
Navy SEAL sniper said she
struggled with the idea of
someone playing the movie
role of her husband, who was
killed two years ago near Fort
Worth, Texas.

But Taya Kyle told The
Dallas Morning News that
actor Bradley Cooper did an
excellent job accurately por-
traying her husband, Chris,
and the difficult decisions he
faced while fighting in Iraq
and his struggles with 
determining his role when he
returned from war.

In the film, a subtle facial tic
that Cooper has as he looks
through the scope of his
weapon made Kyle nearly for-
get she was watching an actor
on screen, she said.

“It’d be almost like a tell in
poker,” she said. “In a stressful
situation, Chris would do
that.”

The movie, “American
Sniper,” is based on Chris
Kyle’s 2012 memoir that re-
counts his journey from being
a rodeo cowboy to a trained
sniper credited with 160 kills.
He was honourably discharged
in 2009 after 10 years of 
service, including four tours in
Iraq.

In February 2013, Kyle and
his friend, Chad Littlefield,
were killed at a shooting
range. Ex-Marine Eddie Ray
Routh is charged with capital
murder, and authorities say he
confessed to the killings to a
Texas Ranger. He remains in
jail in lieu of $3 million bail.
His trial is scheduled to start
next month.

Cooper and the film’s direc-
tor, Clint Eastwood, visited
Taya Kyle in Midlothian –
about 25 miles south of Dallas
– before filming. The trio sat
around and talked, with Kyle
showing them her husband’s
baseball caps, cowboy boots
and the clothes still hanging in
his closet.

“It felt like I had a couple of
friends over,” she said. “They
were very respectful, kind and
warm.”

She said the film, which
opened in theatres yesterday,
is a “beautiful gift” to her 
family and to all military 
families who have experienced
war.

“If you go to combat and you
have people who love you at
home, some version of this
story is your story,” she 
said.

Sniper’s
widow
struggled with
having him
portrayed 
in film

POLISH prosecutors have
questioned filmmaker Roman
Polanski following a US re-
quest for his extradition over
a 1977 child sex crime convic-
tion, state agency PAP re-
ported on Wednesday citing
prosecutors’ office sources.

The questioning took place
in Krakow, southern Poland.
Polanski, who was born to
Polish parents but lives in
France, has been spending
time in the southern Polish
city of Krakow, where he is
planning to shoot a film.

The filmmaker pleaded
guilty in 1977 to having un-
lawful sex with 13-year-old
Samantha Geimer during a
photoshoot in Los Angeles, fu-
elled by champagne and
drugs.

Polanski served 42 days in
jail as part of a 90-day plea
bargain. He fled the United
States the following year, be-
lieving the judge hearing his
case could overrule the deal
and put him in jail for years.

In 2009, Polanski was ar-
rested in the Swiss city of
Zurich on the US warrant
and placed under house ar-
rest.

He was freed in 2010 after
Swiss authorities decided not
to extradite him to the United
States.

Polanski questioned over US extradition request

Director Roman Polanski poses
with his Best Director award for
‘La Venus A La Fourrure’ (Venus
in Fur) during a photocall at the
39th Cesar Awards ceremony in
Paris February 28, 2014.

Kirstie Alley: I did not ‘shun’ Leah Remini (right).
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ACTION sequel “Taken
3” seized the top spot
at the North American
box office, ending the
three-week reign of
fantasy epic “The
Hobbit,” according to
industry data Monday.

The crime thriller star-
ring Liam Neeson in his
third stint as retired spy
Bryan Mills, who this
time must clear his name
of a ruthless murder,
earned a hefty $39.2 mil-
lion in its debut weekend,
said box office tracker
Exhibitor Relations.

Historical drama
“Selma,” depicting the
epic 1965 Alabama march
led by Martin Luther
King in his battle for
equal voting rights, took
second place in its wide
release debut, earning
$11.3 million. The film
won a Golden Globe
Sunday night for best

original song.
In third place this

week, Disney’s “Into the
Woods,” the star-studded
big-screen adaptation of
the Stephen Sondheim
musical, added $9.6 mil-
lion to its three-week
haul of more than $105.1
million.

Fantasy epic “The
Hobbit” slipped down to
fourth place after three
weeks in the number one
slot.

"The Hobbit: The Battle
of the Five Armies,” by
Oscar-winning director
Peter Jackson, is the last
of six films adapted from
J.R.R Tolkien’s books and
the third and final in-
stallment based on the
author’s novel “The
Hobbit.”

It took in $9.4 million
over the weekend, for a
total of $236.5 million
since its release four

weeks ago, according to
box office tracker
Exhibitor Relations.

Fifth place was occu-
pied by “Unbroken,” the
Angelina Jolie-directed
drama about Louis
Zamperini, an Olympic
athlete taken captive by
the Japanese during
World War II. The movie
took in $8.2 million.

“The Imitation Game,”

about a code-cracking
mathematician and logi-
cian during World War II,
rose to sixth with $7.2
million, beating out
“Night at the Museum:
Secret of the Tomb,”
which slipped to seventh.

The family comedy, the
third in the Ben Stiller
franchise about a mu-
seum security guard try-
ing to keep track of ex-

hibits that come to life,
took in $6.7 million.

“Annie,” about the ad-
ventures of an orphan
girl starring Quvenzhane
Wallis in the title role and
Jamie Foxx as the tycoon
who takes her under his
wing, brought in $4.8 mil-
lion, good enough for
eighth place.

And rounding out the
top ten were horror flick

“The Woman in Black 2,”
in ninth with $4.6 mil-
lion, and “Hunger Games:
Mockingjay, Part 1,”
which fell to tenth with
$3.8 million.

The third installment
in the hugely popular se-
ries starring Jennifer
Lawrence, has racked up
a whopping $329.5 mil-
lion since its debut eight
weeks ago.

MOVIEGOERS will have
to wait a little longer to
return to Pandora.

James Cameron told
the press this week that
he has pushed back pro-
duction on the “Avatar”
sequels and the next
chapter won’t hit the-
aters until Christmas,
2017. That’s a year later
than had been planned.

Cameron’s words con-
firm what had been ru-
moured for months –
that the director had yet
to deliver a shooting
script to 20th Century
Fox, delaying budgeting
and production work on
the vastly ambitious
project. Part of the issue
is that Cameron is shoot-
ing his planned trilogy
simultaneously.

“We’re not just going to
do one and then make up
another one and another
one after that,” Cameron
told the Associated Press.
“And parallel with that,
we’re doing all the de-
sign. So we’ve designed
all the creatures and the
environments.”

The delay does deprive
Fox of one of its signa-
ture projects at one of
the most popular times
for moviegoing.

A spokesman for the
studio did not immedi-
ately respond to a re-
quest for comment, but
during a lengthy profile
of Twentieth Century
Fox chairman and CEO
Jim Gianopulos last
summer, the studio chief
told Variety that he ex-
pected the films to be
costly, but worthwhile.

“We know it’s going to
be a long journey,” said
Gianopulos. “We know
it’s not going to be cheap.
We know it’s not going to
be without new discover-
ies and new challenges in
the process of producing
something that is so be-
yond the normal form of
filmmaking and technol-
ogy, but what could be
more exciting than that.”

Cameron also spoke to
Variety for that article,
providing some insight
into what the future
holds for the films.

“There’s nothing I need
to say as an artist about
the state of the world
and human affairs that I
can’t do through the lens
of the ‘Avatar’ universe,”
he said. “We’ve had a
couple of years to think
through the story arc of
the next three films, and
every day that goes by, I
believe in the stories I’m
telling more and more.
We’re not coming out of
the block fast to capital-
ize on the last film.”

“Avatar” remains the
biggest box office hit in
history, with a box office
gross of $2.8 billion.

GETTING dumped by
his long-term girlfriend is
not the worst of Josh
Greenberg’s problems.
Now he has to enter the
highly complex, rule-
filled dating world, and
things are about to get
really ugly.

“Man Seeking Woman,”
a new FXX comedy series
premiering Wednesday
and starring Jay
Baruchel as the hapless
Josh, spins a twist on
how Millennials find love
in today’s tech-infiltrated
world.

“Being single in your
20s, it’s a minefield, it’s a
circus, it’s degrading, it’s
exhilarating, it’s beauti-
ful and ugly,” said
Baruchel. “It’s all these
wonderful contradictions,
but it’s nothing if not
ridiculous.”

In the first episode,
Josh finds himself set up
on a blind date by his sis-
ter with a troll in a dress
who attacks him, and yet
he’s forced to apologize to
her.

Later, Josh gets his

hopes up of reuniting
with his ex-girlfriend
when she asks him to a
party, only to find she has
a new boyfriend, and it’s
none other than an aged,
wheelchair-bound Adolf
Hitler who’s the life of
the party.

"Josh makes me
laugh,” said Baruchel.
“He has very poor deci-
sion-making skills and he
just has a very strange,
desperate sense of him-
self.”

“Man Seeking Woman”
was created by humorist
Simon Rich and inspired
by his novel “The Last
Girlfriend on Earth.” He
said his goal was to find
extramundane
metaphors to depict the
emotional roller coaster
involved in 21st century
dating.

“It is supernatural and
absurd, but I like to think
that when it comes to the
character’s emotional
journey, it’s very honest,”
Rich said.

From dating apps to
the blurred lines of defin-

ing a relationship, “Man
Seeking Woman” uses
farce to sometimes par-
ody and sometimes
heighten the intricacies
of modern-day dating.

“My job as a showrun-
ner was to figure out new
ways to torture Jay every
week,” Rich said. “We set
him on fire, we cut off his
limbs, we poisoned him
repeatedly, we electro-
cuted genitals - we’re
constantly subjecting
him to tortures but he
never once complained.”

The show is made by
21st Century Fox’s FX
Productions, which has
developed a slate of edgy
and often dark comedy
such as “Louie” and “It’s
Always Sunny in
Philadelphia.”

“I’ve been amazed at
the network’s bravery
and the amount of cre-
ative freedom they give
their showrunners,” Rich
said. “I had a chance to
make the show that I
wanted and they have
never once censored a
single premise."

‘Man Seeking Woman’
navigates ‘minefield’
of Millennial dating

‘Taken 3’ takes
top slot in US
box office

Actors Liam Neeson (L) and Forest Whitaker attend the “Taken 3” Fan Event Screening

Cameron pushes back
‘Avatar’ sequels 1 year

Character from the box office hit movie Avatar
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KELLY Clarkson is in
love – and she’s talking
marriage.

One year ago, the 30-
year-old gave a candid
interview about
relationships, saying she
had never been in love
and blamed it on her
inability to let someone
get close enough to her.
Well, what a difference a
year makes. She’s since
fallen hard for Brandon
Blackstock – and she’s
wearing her heart on her
sleeve. The head-over-
heels singer now says
she’s found a gem in her
talent manager beau and
she’s not going to let him
get away.

During an interview
with Ryan Seacrest on
his KIIS-FM radio show,
Clarkson shared the
story about how she met
Blackstock, who is the
35-year-old son of
Clarkson’s manager and
the stepson of Reba
McEntire. At the time he

was married, but she
was instantly attracted
to him. “We met years
ago when I was working
with Rascal Flatts, and
he used to tour manage
with them,” she
explained. “I really didn’t
know he was [my
manager’s] son and it
was kind of weird. I was
like, ‘Dude, I gotta know
that guy.’ We were just in
a room together, and
then he came up and
said he was from the
same hometown as me
and I was like, ‘Oh we’re
so getting married.’ I
was so that girl. When
he became single, I was
on the prowl.”

Although they both
have divorce in their
families – and he himself
is now divorced and
raising two children with
his ex-wife – Clarkson
says marriage is
definitely in the cards for
them ... one day. “It’s
weird how life kind of

puts you in certain
situations,” she said.
“We’re taking it slow, and
we’re enjoying each
other. I’m from a family
of broken marriages, but
we will definitely break
that trend one day.”

The “Duets” star, who
has a new album of
greatest hits coming out
next month, says that
Blackstock – who
manages Blake Shelton
– is also inspiring her
musically. “Once you
finally fall in love with
someone and you are so
comfortable with them,
it makes you more
comfortable in your
skin,” she told Seacrest.
“It makes you
comfortable as an artist.
It makes you more
confident. I’m completely
head over heels for him –
he knows that.”

There’s no doubt –
Clarkson is in love …
and she wears it 
well.

USHER has decided to
make his “Boo” his bride.

The 36-year-old singer
is engaged to marry his
manager and girlfriend of
more than five years,
Grace Miguel, according
to multiple reports. Reps
for Usher (born Usher
Raymond IV) did not
immediately respond to
Yahoo’s request for
comment. However,
Miguel has been
photographed wearing a
piece of bling on her ring
finger.

“They are extremely
happy and the way it was
done was very sweet and
romantic,” an insider told
E!, adding that the
proposal happened a
week and a half ago. “He
can’t wait to spend the
rest of his life with her.
His boys love her as well!
She gets along with them
great.”

Usher has primary
custody of the two sons,
seven-year-old Usher
Raymond V and Naviyd
Eli, six, he shares with ex-
wife Tameka Foster. He
and Foster were married
from 2007 to 2009, when

they began an ugly
divorce and custody
battle.

Miguel – who’s eight
years older than her
groom-to-be – has worked
with Usher for three
years, according to an
October profile in
Billboard.

“I have an incredible
partner and manager,”
Usher said of Miguel.
“She has helped me
through some of the
hardest times in my life
and my career.”

In the same story,
Usher explained exactly
what it is he loves about
his woman, a departure
from his usual policy of
keeping the relationship
private.

“She’s someone who has
been able to support and
understand all of who I
am. Not just as a dancer
or as a performer or as a
singer, but as a
humanitarian and a
businessman and as a
person,” he said. “One
thing that has come from
having a great partner
like Grace is being able to
cherish the places that

I’ve
gone.
We see the
monumental sites, go to

the museums, eat in
the best restaurants. I’m
that guy now! In the past
I’d do what I have to do

and get on the bus to the
next city. Life has become
a vacation.”

Bon voyage.

THERE is no denying
that Gwyneth Paltrow
has had one hell of a past!
The Mortdecai actress
looked back on her
illustrious Hollywood
history on Howard
Stern’s SiriusXM radio
show on January 14,
contemplating why her
relationships with exes
Brad Pitt and Ben Affleck
did not work out.

Paltrow, 42, was in her
early 20s when she was
engaged to Pitt in the
mid-1990s.The stars first
met on the set of 1995
thriller Seven, and dated
for nearly three years. “I
definitely fell in love with
him,” she recalled of
Angelina Jolie’s now-
husband, 51. “He was so
gorgeous and sweet. I
mean, he was Brad Pitt!”

Equally in love with the
actor was her late
director-father, Bruce
Paltrow, who saw Pitt as
a son. “My father was
devastated,” she admitted
to Stern of their 1997
split. “I was such a kid, I
was 22 when we met. It’s
taken me until 40 to get
my head out of my ass.
You can’t make that
decision when you’re 22
years old... I wasn’t ready,
and he was too good for
me.”To sum it up, she
said: “I didn’t know what
I was doing.”

Despite the painful
breakup — which
Paltrow confessed
affected her for five years
in a 2003 interview with
Diane Sawyer — the A-
listers still remain on
good terms. “If I see him,
we’re friendly,” Paltrow
told Stern on Wednesday.
“I don’t hang out with
him.”The actress added
that she has several
throwback photos of the
two when they were
together. “I have a couple
somewhere,” she
revealed. “I think every
piece of your life is an
important piece of your
life!” Paltrow also opened
up to Stern about another
one of her famous exes:
Affleck. “He was not in a
good place in his life to
have a girlfriend,” the
Iron Man actress said of
her on-and-off boyfriend,
now 42, from 1997 to
2000. Paltrow also
costarred in a film with
Affleck, playing his love
interest in 2000 flop
Bounce.

Gwyneth
Paltrow
on former
hook ups

Kelly Clarkson gushes about boyfriend
‘We’re so getting married’

Kelly Clarkson and Brandon Blackstock.

Usher engaged
to manager and
long-time love
Grace Miguel

Usher and Grace Miguel attend the Heaven
gala presented by Art of Elysium on Saturday.
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Bridge

WHILE the status of
Stalker is still up in
the air, the show’s
stars – Dylan
McDermott and
Maggie Q – are going
strong.

The duo, who fell for
one another on the set of
the CBS series, made
their red carpet debut as
a couple on Sunday at a
Golden Globes after-
party. They made a styl-
ish pair at the
InStyle/Warner Bros.
event, with the Hawaii-
born Nikita actress, 35,
wearing a black fringe
dress with a low-cut front
and the American Horror
Story actor, 53, in a black
suit.

Dylan and Maggie
were first spotted looking
couple-ish during a shop-
ping trip in September.
The telltale sign? They
had their hands on one
another’s rumps.

In November, they
looked really excited to
be together at a Lakers
game. Like, really ex-
cited. She also sported a
diamond ring on that fin-
ger at the game – it
seems to be the same one
she wore to the Globes
party – but they haven’t
been forthcoming with

details about their rela-
tionship, so we can only
speculate on what that’s
all about. (McDermott’s
divorce from Shiva Rose,

with whom he has two
daughters, was finalised
in 2009.)

As for their on-screen
collaboration, that is in

flux. CBS has yet to an-
nounce whether Kevin
Williamson’s Stalker has
been picked up for a sec-
ond season.

Dylan McDermott and Maggie Q.

Dylan McDermott and Maggie Q
make their red carpet debut
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4:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
4:54 SIGN ON CBC TV ID
4:57 THE NATIONAL

ANTHEM
4:59 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
5:00 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
5:55 DRUG AWARENESS

DEVOTION
6:00 MORNIN' BARBADOS
8:00 HOME SHOPPING
8:30 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS
9:30 SAY IT AGAIN / 

LECTURE
10:30 HOME SHOPPING
11:00 THE MIX
12:00 CBC NEWS (12:00)
12:27 DOUBLE DRAW
12:30 THE MIX CONT’D
1:00 GREAT CANADIAN

FOOD SHOW
1:30 AHEAD OF THE GAME
2:00 THE BOLD & THE 

BEAUTIFUL
2:30 TYLER PERRY’S

HOUSE OF PAYNE
3:00 CURIOUS GEORGE
3:30 JAKERS
4:00 SESAME STREET
5:00 TOM & JERRY TALES
5:30 HOME SHOPPING
6:00 BUS YUH BRAIN
6:52 DOUBLE DRAW
6:55 PROGRAMME

SCHEDULE
7:00 CBC EVENING NEWS
8:00 MEGA SIX
8:02 LIVING THE DREAM
8:20 CBC PRESENTS
9:00 DOUBLE DRAW
9:03 CBC PRESENTS
9:20 FURNITURE LTD
9:30 THE MIX
11:00 LATE NIGHT NEWS
11:05 CARIBBEAN

NEWSLINE
11:30 MOVIE: MCBRIDE –

SEMPER FL
1:20 TELE-CLASSIFIEDS

HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll be giving a few directives.
It’s better to tell people what to do, and not how to do it. Everyone
has a unique method, and you’ll learn by watching what they
come up with.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It’s actually good that people
mostly disagree today. If they understood each other too clearly,
it would cause grief. The communication of civility mostly lies
in body language. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You crave an aesthetic experience,
and yet you also want it to fit into your life in a logical, useful
way. This is a lot to demand of your environment, but you’ll find
what you seek.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). When you largely act out of
intuition, your decisions sometimes won’t make sense to other
people. Their puzzled faces will pepper your experience, but pay
no attention to that. Your intuition could save the day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If there is a great deal of petty quarreling,
it’s a good indication that the job at hand isn’t big enough. Big
challenges have a way of centering people and getting them to
focus calmly on what they can do to make things better. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When you walk around and look at
the world, you make connections with people everywhere you
go. Even if it’s just noticing a person, it’s a connection. The
quality of minor connections will mean more to you today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The rule today is that if you can say
it in fewer words, do. People will lose interest very quickly,
especially if your focus is on something they have a hard time
relating to. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your reluctance to make new
associations has to do with the hurt of a past experience and a
vibe you are getting about a certain person. You can’t put it into
words yet, but it’s real, so don’t disregard the feeling. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You may accidentally attract
people who will take advantage of your compassionate nature.
Take a step back. Your gifts are valuable, and you shouldn’t give
them to someone who discounts that value right off the bat. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). By nature, you are an executive
and a manager, even though your life doesn’t always reflect that
part of your talent. Today brings a bit of chaos you’ll enjoy
sorting out for someone. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Telephone addiction will cause
people to lose opportunities. You’ll be lucky when you’re the one
looking up and connecting. It’s really not necessary to pick up
every call. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The main issues have to do with
control. There’s a line to walk. If you too often dominate, it’s
repellent. But if you never take over, it’s even more repellent.
Stay in the moment.

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
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SPORTSSPORTS

By Corey Greaves

AFTER watching an
impressive display of
skills by the under-21
players one can safely
say that the future of
Road tennis in
Barbados is in safe
hands.

Though the score line
may have been screwed
one way, it did not reflect
the impressive array of
shots and agility displayed
during the semi-finals of
the National Sports
Council’s Inter-parish
road tennis tournament at
the Bush Hall road tennis
courts on Wednesday
night.

The two players on show
were Emar Edwards and
Kyle King who had their
game halted the day be-

fore due to rain.
It was Edwards who

went on to claim victory
and move into the finals
where he will face off
against Dario Hinds who
defeated Keon Murrell on
Saturday.

There was a bitter end
to the semi-finals of the A
Class as the second game
was unable to be played,
however, Christ Church
team of Marson Johnson
and Anthony ‘Ears’
Mitchell are through to
the final after Adrian ‘Dan’
Skeete saved the organis-
ers from having to return
another night by forfeiting
the game after Johsnon
had crushed Anderson
Sealy 21-11, 21-12.

Christ Church will now
face off against the Titans
of Antoine ‘Lil Man’ Daniel

and Mark ‘Venom’ Griffith
from St. Michael in the A
Class final.

It is St.Thomas who are
through to the finals of the
veterans after upstaging
the Christ Church team.

Ricky Hoyte was the
agent for this victory when
he defeated Ian ‘Chicken’
Yearwood 21-15, 21-10.

With Glen Harris
(Christ Church) favoured
to win his next match he
still had a mammoth task
of keeping his opponent’s
score down. Unable to do
so it was St. Thomas ad-
vancing despite Andy
Smith’s 22-20 loss as the
game was stopped after
Smith passed the points
mark at 10-7.

The finals are slated for
Spring Memorial School
on January 23-24.

Places booked in
road tennis final

Glen Harris and Andy Smith after their veterans match.

Anderson Sealy went down to Marson Johnson in straight sets.

Marson Johnson lead the way for the Christ Church A
Class team
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THE Seattle Seahawks
opened the season with a
home rout of Green Bay.

A little more than four
months later, it’s the visit-
ing Packers who stand in
the way of the Seahawks
becoming the first team in
10 seasons to reach the
Super Bowl in back-to-
back years.

Riding an eight-game
home playoff winning
streak, the Seahawks go
up against an ailing Aaron
Rodgers and the Packers
in Sunday’s NFC champi-
onship game.

With the “12th Man” in
full force and its first
Super Bowl winning ban-
ner hanging from the top
of CenturyLink Field,
Seattle rolled to a 36-16
win over Green Bay on
Sept. 4. That highly antic-
ipated showdown proved
to be one-sided, but also
an appetizer for perhaps
a more competitive re-
match with higher stakes.

“It’s going to be one of
those for the ages,”
Seahawks quarterback
Russell Wilson said. “You
look forward to that.”

Looking to become the
first team since New
England from the 2003
and ‘04 seasons to reach
consecutive Super Bowls,
the Seahawks (13-4) en-
joyed another impressive
playoff performance in
Saturday’s 31-17 divi-
sional-round win over
Carolina. A winner in
seven straight and 10 of
11, Seattle has reason to
feel cautiously optimistic
about the next step.

“It’s exciting but the job
is not done.There is still a
lot more to do,” said
Wilson, who improved to
5-1 in the postseason after
throwing for 268 yards
and three touchdowns.

The Seahawks won’t get
too far ahead of them-
selves considering the
Packers have won 12 of 14

to reach their first NFC
title game since winning
the Super Bowl during the
2010 season. They also
have Rodgers, who play-
ing with an injured calf
still appears to be better
than most healthy NFL
quarterbacks.

Rodgers, whose 105.3
career playoff passer rat-
ing is second only to
Wilson’s 109.6, admirably
played through the dis-
comfort last Sunday to
throw for 316 yards and
three TDs in a 26-21 win
over Dallas.

Aided by a bevy of re-
ceiving options, a stronger
runner in Eddie Lacy and
a stout defense that’s al-
lowed more than 21 points
once in nine games, the
Packers are a more com-
plete and confident team
than the one that visited
Seattle in September.

“This team from Week 1
has grown a lot, so we’re
definitely looking forward
to it,” said tight end
Andrew Quarless, who
had four catches for 31
yards and a TD versus
Dallas.

Though the Packers (13-
4) have improved,
Sunday’s task is still quite
daunting.

Prior to facing Carolina,
the Seahawks, winners of
25 of 27 at home, owned a
134-39 scoring advantage
over the final six regular
season games. They
outscored those opponents
45-0 in the fourth quarter
and added 17 more points
Saturday before Carolina’s
Kelvin Benjamin caught a
15-yard TD pass with 2:34
left to play.

The 362 yards the
Panthers totalled marked
the first time in eight
games Seattle yielded
more than 298.

“Guys are playing self-
less.There aren’t any egos,
there aren’t any agendas,
and guys just want to do

whatever it takes to win,”
said brash Seahawks cor-
nerback Richard
Sherman, whom the
Packers didn’t throw to-
ward in the opener.

In the September meet-
ing, Rodgers was 23 of 33
for 189 yards with a TD,
an INT and was sacked
three times, including one
that resulted in a fumble
and a safety for the
Seahawks. Green Bay’s
255 total yards were its
second-lowest of the sea-
son and the same for
Rodgers’ 81.5 passer rat-
ing.

Jordy Nelson caught
nine passes for 83 yards,
but hardly drew Sherman
in coverage.

The Packers said they
won’t necessarily avoid
Sherman this weekend.

“I don’t think anybody’s
intimidated. I mean he’s a
great player,” Quarless
said. “Their secondary is
definitely a great second-
ary. You’ve got to give
them their respect. But
you know the whole

‘Legion of Boom’ - we’ll
see.”

Quarless can think that
because Rodgers has
grown confident with re-
ceivers other than Nelson
and Randall Cobb, who
combined for 189 recep-
tions, 2,806 yards and 25
TDs during the regular
season. Rookie receiver
Davante Adams caught 38
passes during the season
and seven for 117 yards
and a TD against Dallas.
Fellow first-year tight end
Richard Rodgers caught a
13-yard pass for the go-
ahead fourth-quarter
score Sunday thanks in
part to an overturned call
of a Dez Bryant fourth-
down reception on the
next series.

“I don’t think it’s that
much different except
their guys are coming
through,” Seattle coach
Pete Carroll said.“They’ve
grown with their season
and they’re at the top of
their game.”

Lacy was held to a sea-
son-low 34 yards against

the Seahawks, but went
on to gain 1,139, and 101
on 19 attempts versus
Dallas.

Seattle allowed 132
rushing yards to the
Panthers, but hasn’t
yielded a 100 to a single
rusher since Jamaal
Charles’ 159 in a 24-20
loss at Kansas City on
Nov. 16, its last defeat.

Wilson has thrown 12
TDs with two INTs in
eight games, including last
week, while completing
64.2 percent of his passes
and a 107.2 rating. Five of
his 15 completions against
the Panthers went for
more than 25 yards and
199 came on third down
where he went 8 of 8.

Wilson’s 73.9 postseason
completion percentage on
third down is the best in
the NFL since 1991, when
STATS began recording
the data.

“Sometimes I think I’m
made for these situations,”
said Wilson, who was 19
of 28 for 191 yards with
two TDs against the

Packers in September. “I
just try to be prepared for
us.When you’re prepared,
you’re never scared.”

With three catches for a
career-high 129 yards and
a TD last week, teammate
Jermaine Kearse has nine
receptions for 238 and
three touchdowns in his
last three playoff contests.

Marshawn Lynch was
held to 59 yards on 14 car-
ries by Carolina, but ran
for 110 and two TDs
against the Packers in the
opener.

Green Bay allowed an
average of 86.4 rushing
yards and 3.6 per carry
over the final eight regular
season games but yielded
123 and a TD on 25 at-
tempts to NFL rushing
leader DeMarco Murray
last Sunday.

“It’s going to be a good
matchup and we’re excited
about it,” Packers offen-
sive lineman T.J. Lang
said. “It’s going to be a
tough one, we understand
that, but we’ll be ready for
the challenge."

IT was all about Red
House yesterday at
the National Stadium
when the St. George
Primary held its an-
nual inter-house track
and field champi-
onships there.

Red House ended the
meet with a whopping
401 points while Green
House was second with
349 points. Blue House

finished third with 294
points while defending
champions Yellow House
finished fourth with 271
points.

Red House were led by
strong performances
from Doneisha Moore
and Tristan Gill who
were named as the
Victrix and Victor
Ludorum respectively.

Moore, who last year

was in the shadow of the
outstanding Sarah Belle,
dominated the Girls ’
Under-13 Division. She
put Red House on a win-
ning path with an out-
standing run to win the
Open Girls’ 600 metres.
She showed that she still
had a lot left in the tank
when she came back to
win the 400 metres, the
200 metres and the 100

metres.
She also anchored the

triumphant Red House
relay teams in the
Under-13 Girls’ 4x100
metre relay and the Open
Girls’ Medley Relay.

Gill was named as the
Victor Ludorum after
winning the Under-9
Boys’ 100 metres and 150
metres and finishing
fourth in the 80 metres.

Tyreke Crawford of
Yellow House was the
champion Under-13 Boy
after he won the 100 me-
tres and the 200 metres,
while Tanico Codrington
of Blue House and
Jaquon Pilgrim of Yellow
were the top girl and boy
in the Under-11 Division.
Shatara Jones of Blue
House was the top
Under-9 girl. In the

Under-7 age group there
was a tie for the top spot
among the girls with
Ayesha Wood of Green
House and Kaya Rowe
both ending on top.
Among Under-7 boys,
Yellow House’s Tequon
Callender managed to
beat out the competition
by winning both the 50
metres and the 80 me-
tres. (PG)

Red reigns supreme at St. George Primary

Packers to face
Seahawks 

Green Bay Packers running back Eddie Lacy (27) breaks a tackle by Seahawks defensive end Cliff Avril (56) 
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – Wet condi-
tions forced the 
abandonment of play
in the opening match 
of the NAGICO Super50

between defending
champions Barbados
Pride and Combined
Campuses and Colleges
yesterday.

Following inspections,

umpires determined
that the outfield at 

the National 
Cricket Centre was too
impaired for the game to
proceed.

PLAY TIME is over and
it’s down to business as
both teams begin their
final journey on the
road to the World Cup.

For South Africa, it is
the culmination of some-
thing which began six
months ago when they
started intense prepara-
tion for the tournament.
They hoped by the time
this series came around,
they would be able to field
their full World Cup squad
to give them a dummy run
- or five - ahead of the
event. But one of the most
important members of
that outfit is unavailable
so the perfect practice will
not happen.

Quinton de Kock, al-
though recovering well
from an ankle ligament
tear, will not feature in the
series, which leaves South
Africa with a stand-in
opening batsman and
gloveman. They are likely
to be Rilee Rossouw and
AB de Villiers, although
Morne van Wyk could fill
both roles if required.

In all other departments
South Africa are at full
strength but not fully set-
tled. JP Duminy’s return
will require some rejigging
in the line-up while they
still need to consider the
composition of the lower
order. The time for exper-
imentation is not com-
pletely over for the hosts,
but this is their last
chance to come up with a
formula that works.

South Africa may not be
comfortable with that
level of uncertainty but
West Indies will be envi-
ous of it, especially as for
them, this series is about
starting over. Their most
recent ODI outing was the
abandoned tour of India
and the aftermath of that
walkout is being strongly
felt. There is a new cap-
tain in place and a signif-
icant senior core missing
but for an outfit used to
operating on the fringes of
crisis, that may not be so
bad after all.

JP Duminy spent more
two months out of cricket
rehabilitating from a
chronic knee condition but
if you saw the first ball he
faced on his return, you
would never have guessed
it. He hit Dwayne Bravo
high over his head for six.
That kind of shot is what
South Africa’s middle
order was missing for the
time Duminy was out of
action, when they lost 4-1
to Australia. His bowling
will also come in handy,
especially if South Africa
are looking for variety.

A month before the
World Cup may not be the
ideal time to begin your
captaincy career but that
is what Jason Holder has
to do. He takes over from
Bravo at a difficult, but
crucial, time for West
Indies cricket. The isola-
tion of some of their high-
est-profile players means
the team will have to rely
on more than just big rep-
utations but it also affords
them the opportunity to
band together before a
major tournament. How
Holder, who is just 23,
oversees that process will
be closely watched as West
Indies plan for the future.

South Africa will look
for a makeshift opener to
fill in for the still-recover-
ing de Kock,with Rossouw
the likeliest candidate to
fill in. That will also en-
sure there is space for both
Farhaan Behardien and
David Miler, despite

Duminy’s return. De
Villiers confirmed he will
take the gloves for now but
may not want to do it in all
five games. The first-
choice attack should be
fired up and ready to go
after a break from the
T20s.

South Africa: (possible)
1 Hashim Amla, 2 Rilee
Rossouw, 3 Faf du Plessis
4 AB de Villiers (capt, wk),
5 JP Duminy 6 Farhaan
Behardien, 7 David Miller,
8Vernon Philander,9 Dale
Steyn 10 Morne Morkel,
11 Imran Tahir

Chris Gayle took part in
training and should re-
turn to the top of the order
after being rested from
Wednesday’s T20 with a
long-standing back issue.
If he is unable to play,
Lendl Simmons will have
to fill in. Without Darren
or Dwayne Bravo,an extra
batsman may have to be
found in Leon Johnson but
West Indies should have a
decent pack available to
them with Jerome Taylor
and Sulieman Benn both
back.

West Indies: (possible) 1
Chris Gayle/Lendl
Simmons, 2 Dwayne
Smith, 3 Marlon Samuels,
4 Leon Johnson, 5 Andre
Russell, 6 Denesh Ramdin
(wk), 7 Darren Sammy, 8
Jason Holder (capt), 9
Jerome Taylor, 10
Sulieman Benn, 11
Sheldon Cottrell

(reproduced from
www.windiescricket.com)

Sides seek World Cup
momentum

Wet outfield snags
Super50 opener

Quinton de Kock, although recovering well from an
ankle ligament tear, will not feature in the series
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SYDNEY - The countdown is
on for the 11th Cricket World
Cup and the likely winner is
still guesswork a month out
in one of the most evenly-
matched and security-con-
scious tournaments staged.

Australia will share the host-
ing of next month’s cricket show-
piece with New Zealand, 23
years after they co-hosted the
event when Pakistan beat
England in the final at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Hosts Australia and defend-
ing champions India may be the
top two ranked teams but any of
a half-dozen sides could lift the
trophy on March 29 at the MCG.

The Australians, under the
aggressive coaching of Darren
Lehmann, are gunning for their
fifth World Cup, while India
stopped the Aussies from win-
ning a fourth straight title in
the quarter-finals of the last
tournament in India in 2011
and have winning recent ODI
form.

There may be fitness doubts
over skipper Michael Clarke,
with an imposed deadline of
February 21, but the
Australians possess some of the
biggest names in world cricket –
David Warner, Steve Smith,
Brad Haddin and Mitchell
Johnson.

It will be how the team handle
the external pressures as the
host nation that will decide their
winning chances. The
Australians didn’t cope in 1992
and they missed out on the
semi-finals.

Sri Lanka, the 1996 champi-
ons, have by far the most expe-
rienced squad with Mahela
Jayawardene, Kumar
Sangakkara and Tillakaratne
Dilshan all playing more than
300 ODIs.

South Africa, who have come
close but have yet to win the
World Cup, are always a threat
under the captaincy of AB de
Villiers, while New Zealand and
Pakistan have the firepower to
cause problems in this format.

The jury is out on England’s
chances after they stripped
Alastair Cook of the captaincy
less than two months out from
the World Cup and installed
Eoin Morgan in his place.

But former Australia Test
batsman Mike Hussey rates
England as a ‘dark horse.’

“They’ll fly under the radar a
little bit, no one’s really giving
them a lot of chance,” Hussey
said.

“They’ve got some really ex-
perienced, quality players but
they’ve also got some really good
underrated players, guys like
Moeen Ali and Chris Woakes,
very underrated and if they can
just get their confidence up and
move through the tournament,

they can be a bit of a dark
horse.”

Australia’s rising pace star
Josh Hazlewood believes the
sub-continent teams will strug-
gle with the bounce of the
Australian wickets.

“Their conditions are a lot flat-
ter and spin friendly and their
games are quite high scoring
over there,” Hazlewood said.“So
I think bounce is the key. It’s the
thing I look for against those
sub-continent teams.”

Joining the 10 Test-playing
nations will be four associate
countries – Afghanistan, United
Arab Emirates, Scotland and
Ireland – to add some unpre-
dictability to the pool games.

Matches in Australia will be
played in all the major cities –
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane,

Adelaide, Perth, Canberra and
Hobart – with many of the
grounds upgraded and reno-
vated in recent years.

- Security fears -
New Zealand will host 23

games across seven grounds
with the Black Caps playing all
their pool games on home
pitches while Australia must
cross the Tasman to play the
Kiwis in Auckland.

The other New Zealand ven-
ues are Christchurch, which
hosts the tournament opener be-
tween New Zealand and Sri
Lanka on Valentine’s Day,
Wellington, Hamilton, Napier,
Dunedin and Nelson.

All grounds have been de-
clared ready with the purpose-
built Hagley Oval in
Christchurch recently rated a

quality venue by the New
Zealand and Sri Lanka players
after they staged a dress re-
hearsal for the World Cup
opener.

A focus on the build up to the
World Cup has been on security
with New Zealand World Cup
chief executive Therese Walsh
warning it will be tight.

“There will be security profil-
ing, there’ll be random pat
downs, there will be bag
searches,” she said.

Martin Snedden, a former
New Zealand cricket interna-
tional and chief executive for the
2011 Rugby World Cup in New
Zealand, said recent terror at-
tacks in Paris and Sydney would
create a sense of urgency.

“You’re not working with the-
ory, you’re working with some-

thing that can definitely hap-
pen and the examples in Sydney
and France prove that you’re not
just ticking a box here – you’re
actually doing something be-
cause we may need it,” he said.

Match-fixing is the other risk
hanging over the tournament.

Players are being warned of
the possibility of being ap-
proached by match-fixers, possi-
bly using “honey traps” where
glamorous women lure players
into compromising situations
and then blackmail them.

“I have no doubt that match-
fixing groups will be looking at
New Zealand and that they have
had people on the ground in
New Zealand previously,” New
Zealand Players Association
chief executive Heath Mills told
the Herald on Sunday.

WITH exactly a month to go be-
fore the first ball is bowled in
the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015
and all the experts sharing their
views on players to watch-out
for, Australia’s three-time ICC
Cricket World Cup winner Adam
Gilchrist has branded South
Africa captain AB de Villiers as
the “most valuable cricketer on
the planet”.

In an exclusive TV interviews
with the ICC, the ICC Cricket
Hall of Famer also shared his
excitement at the event being
staged by Australia and New
Zealand for the first time in 23
years.

In a candid interview,
Gilchrist, who is sixth in the list
of leading run-getters in the his-
tory of the World Cup and with
52 dismissals is the most suc-
cessful wicketkeeper, also re-
flected on the ICC Cricket World
Cup 1999, 2003 and 2007, which
Australia won in three different
conditions and against three dif-
ferent oppositions.

But heaping praise on de
Villiers, Gilchrist said: “De
Villiers is the most valuable
cricketer on the planet. His ver-
satility is extraordinary and he
is amazing to watch.

“He’s so inventive … he can
play a touch game or a power
game. Then, he can also keep
wickets. He’s also one of the best
fielders in the world and re-
cently has taken some wickets
when he had a bowl. And he
leads his team very well, so, I
think he’s the most valuable
cricketer around.”

De Villiers will feature in his
third ICC Cricket World Cup. In
175 ODIs to date, the 30-year-

old has scored 7,210 runs with
18 centuries and 42 half-cen-
turies. He has captained South
Africa in 56 ODIs, winning 31
matches. Behind the stumps, he
has accounted for 88 batsmen.

Closer to home, Gilchrist also
tipped Australia’s Mitchell
Marsh to make a big impact in
the tournament alongside David
Warner, while he believed that
India’s MS Dhoni and Virat
Kohli would have a big say in
the destination of the presti-
gious trophy.

Sharing the excitement about
the event to be played between
14 February and 29 March,
Gilchrist said: “I think next
month’s tournament is going to
be really exciting. Conditions,
particularly in Australia, are
going to be conducive to high
scores, entertaining cricket and
flamboyant play.

“In New Zealand, there are
more result-based wickets on
offer, as there’s normally a bit in
them for the bowlers. The bats-
men might struggle a bit more
over there but I think we’re
going to see an exciting and a
close tournament.

Reflecting on his time at the
ICC Cricket World Cup, which
saw Australia complete a hat-
trick of titles, Gilchrist said:
“They were all very different
(tournaments). In 1999 (in
England), we just scraped
through. We lost two of our first
three games and one slip-up and
we knew we were out of the tour-
nament. So, we were on a knife’s
edge, including the famous tied
semi-final (against South
Africa). It was close.

“In 2003 (in South Africa),

again we were a little bit shaky
early on, but we got it right. We
had a few close calls where a
number of games went right
down to the wire and it took
some flashes of individual bril-
liance to get us over the line.We
ended up winning undefeated,
but it was a lot closer than that.

“In 2007 (in the West Indies),
we just dominated. Guys like
Glenn McGrath and Matthew

Hayden were taking opponents
out of play, so that was probably
the ‘cruisier’ tournament. Not
without hard work or commit-
ment, but certainly there was a
bit more of a relaxed view cer-
tainly compared to the other
two.

“All three tournaments were
very individual in their own
right, but they were all wonder-
ful memories.”

Countdown on for evenly-matched, 
security-tight Cricket World Cup

Gilchrist describes de Villiers as “the
most valuable cricketer on the planet”

Africa captain AB de Villiers
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JUST over 30 persons became
registered at the first tier of
women’s football coaching when the
Barbados Football Association
hosted the first-ever Women’s ‘D’
Coaching Course. Coming to an end
this past Tuesday night at the
Barbados Olympic Association,
almost 30 women and just four men,
completed the minimum
requirements as special attention is
being paid to the development of
female football on the island.

The course, which was conducted by
the BFA’s Technical Director, Marcos
Falopa, took the participants through the
setting up of training schedules,planning
of coaching sessions, interaction with
players and the different types of training
sessions based on age and fitness of
players.

Speaking to The Barbados Advocate,
Falopa said that the four-day course went
well and that the students learned a lot.
“I think it was a very good experience for
us and successful for the coaches who
attended this course and they are looking
to continue and are asking for a C
License course as well.” Furthermore,
while noting that the association was not
in a position to put on the follow-up

course immediately, they would try to get
it in the works after about two months.

Going on to say that the participants
were thankful to the president and board
members for the course, Falopa further
pointed out that Barbados is on the right
track to developing its football and this
is just another small step in the right
direction. “This is all part of our coaches
education programme to give them an
idea of what to look for when they go to
other courses and to teach them new
trends,new methods and how the football
should work when dealing with
youngsters.”

After offering the vote of thanks on
behalf of the course participants,
Christieanea Parris told this newspaper
that she is happy that there is finally a
course aimed at women’s coaches. “For
me, the course was really good. It
basically gave us a foundation to
becoming coaches. I find that here in
Barbados, most of the workshops put on
are geared more towards men, but it was
good to have something for us women to
participate in. Overall, it was a really
good and an informative course and I can
see myself doing additional courses to
make myself a better coach,” she said.
(MP)

BFA invests in
women’s coaches

Some of the successful participants of the Women’s ‘D’ Course with BFA’s
Technical Director, Marcos Falopa, after being presented with their certificates
by Barbados Football Association officials.
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Inc. 20-Oct-14 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,000

BICO Limited 04-Dec-14 - - - $1.65 $1.65 - $1.65 - 360 -

Banks Holdings Ltd. 03-Dec-14 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - $2.50 $2.87 3,154 2,144

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Ltd. 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd. 15-Jan-15 1,281 $2.50 $2.50 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 - $2.50 - 1,219

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd. 08-Jan-15 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $3.00 $3.68 8,337 4,000

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 7,900

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 25,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00 $0.17 - 16,333 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 15-Jan-15 25,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.00 $0.50 - 16,333 -
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Ltd. 14-Jan-15 - - - $6.34 $6.34 - $6.41 - 239 -

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd. 15-Jan-15 2,500 $2.42 $2.41 $2.41 $2.41 $0.00 $2.41 $2.45 4,429 1,450

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,728 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 1,299

Massy Holdings Ltd. -* 06-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $20.00 - 60,000 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 09-Jan-15 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.81 $8.25 5,000 205

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 05-May-14 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.26 - 1,589 -

Sagicor Financial Corporation 14-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - - $1.75 - 1,991

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd. 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd. 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 53,781

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Dec-14 $106.50 13,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 15, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.4860 -0.0229
09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4926 0.0018
09-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2666 0.0000
08-Jan-15 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.292 -0.0080
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.8131   4.8131 4.8131 -0.0026
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8501 0.0013
09-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0073 0.0006
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6900  4.6900 4.5962    0.0233
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8321  0.8321 0.8155    0.0048
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4173   1.4173 1.3889   0.0074
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND            w   2.26 -0.02
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.26 -0.01
09-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - DEV FUND    25,000 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND     25,000 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.00
INSURANCE CORPORATION OF B’DOS LTD 2,500 $2.42 $2.41 $2.41 $0.00
CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED 1,281 $2.50 $2.50 $3.00 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 15, 2015

Four securities traded firm as 53,781 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $28,478.48. Fortress Caribbean
Property Fund - Development Fund was the volume leader trading 25,000 shares at $0.22.  They were followed by Fortress Caribbean
Property Fund - Value Fund and Insurance Corporation of Barbados Limited which traded 25,000 and 2,500 shares respectively.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 15th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 15, 2015 January 14, 2015
Local  2,138.43 2,138.43 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 611.44 611.44 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 15, 2015 January 14, 2015

Local  5,367.16 5,367.16 -   
Cross-list 2,861.70 2,861.70 -   
Composite 8,228.86 8,228.86 -                       

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.

Barbados Dairy Industries Limited - Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January
30th, 2015.

Trinidad Cement Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Special
Meeting of the Shareholders of the Company scheduled to take place
on January 22nd, 2015 has been rescheduled and will be held on
February 9th, 2015.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

Banks Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
ten (10) cents per share to be paid on February 4th, 2015 to
Shareholders on record at close of business on January 27th, 2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75018&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb


LOS ANGELES – Filipino
ring icon Manny Pacquiao
has laid out the terms
under which he would
fight Floyd Mayweather,
although a deal for the
long awaited mega-fight
isn’t done, US media
reported Tuesday.

Carl Moretti, vice
president of Pacquiao
promoters Top Rank, told
ESPN.com that it
remains to be seen if
Mayweather would agree
terms for a May 2 bout in
Las Vegas.

“Top Rank and Manny
have agreed to the terms
on our side. I don’t know
about the other side,”
Moretti told the sports
website.

Top Rank chairman Bob
Arum told Yahoo Sports
that Pacquiao had agreed
to terms for the fight,
which is one boxing fans
have long clamored for.

Citing an unnamed
source involved in the
negotiations, ESPN
reported Pacquiao has
agreed to a 40 percent cut
of the revenue, leaving
Mayweather with the

remaining 60 percent of a
fight widely expected to
shatter all box-office and
television revenue
records.

According ESPN,
Pacquiao has agreed not
only to a purse split but
also to the gloves to be
used and to a drug testing
protocol.

Drug testing was one of

the issues that caused a
Pacquiao-Mayweather
showdown to fall through
when it was being
negotiated in 2009 and
early 2010.

Moretti told ESPN that
Pacquiao has agreed to be
tested by the US Anti-
Doping Agency, a sign of
his eagerness to make the
fight.

LOS ANGELES – With
Dwyane Wade in the
locker room and Chris
Bosh enduring a
nightmare of a shooting
night, the Miami Heat
still found the defensive
moxie to finish an
unlikely Staples Center
sweep.

Mario Chalmers scored
nine of his 19 points in
the fourth quarter, and
Hassan Whiteside added
15 in Miami’s 78-75
victory over the Los
Angeles Lakers on

Tuesday night.
Bosh scored eight points

on 4-of-17 shooting for the
Heat, who followed up
their surprise victory over
the Clippers two days ago

with their first back-to-
back victories in 24 games
since Nov. 23 - a stunning
statistic for the four-time
defending Eastern
Conference champions.

FOR RENT
Rendezvous Terrace 

Accomodation
Furnished self contained

2 bedroom apartment
Kitchen living/dining 

LONG/SHORT

Telephone:246-427-2118

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600
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Heat hold off Kobe, Lakers 78-75 without Wade

Pacquiao ready to fight Mayweather

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=75018&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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TWO of the island’s
most promising young
cyclists , brothers
Jesse and Joshua
Kelly, are heading to
Colombia on a train-
ing programme and
seeking to make big-
ger impressions in in-
ternational events in
2015.

With the assistance of
Massy United Insurance,
the Kelly brothers will
spend three months in
Bogota, training at
higher altitude with
highly rated Colombian
coach Manuel Galingdez.

“It is a tougher pro-
gramme for us, training
at altitude and racing at
that level, but we are
looking forward to it.
Along with the training
there will be races almost
every weekend with over

100 riders in competi-
tion,” said Jesse Kelly.

Jesse, 20, and Joshua,
18, are scheduled to leave
Barbados for Colombia
on January 19 and re-
turn in April, just in time
for the National Road
Race championships in
Barbados in April.

The Kelly brothers, in-
cluding third brother, 15
year-old Joshua Kelly
who remains at school in
Barbados, will all be
wearing the new colours
of Massy United
Insurance this season, in
both local and regional
competitions , after being
recently presented with
their sponsored kits by
Trudy Bellamy,
Marketing Coordinator
of Massy United
Insurance.

“We have a long history

of supporting youth and
sports and Massy United
Insurance is happy to
play a part in helping
these young riders fulfil
their dreams,” said
Mickey Armstrong,
Director of Marketing.

Last season, the young
riders showed great im-
provement riding with
the Heatwave Club in
Trinidad and they are all
looking forward to com-
peting in Barbados and
Trinidad again in 2015.

Joshua, who won a sil-
ver medal in the Time-
Trial at the 2014
Caribbean Junior cham-
pionships in Suriname,
is also hoping that the
stint in Colombia will
prepare him for the Pan
American road-race
championships in Mexico
in May.

AUSTRALIA and India
will have the chance to
put daylight between one
another at the top of the
Reliance ICC ODI Team
Rankings, when they
compete alongside
England in a tri-series,
which started in Sydney
yesterday.

The opening clash at
the SCG will see
Australia host England
with Michael Clarke’s
men keen to edge a point
clear of MS Dhoni’s side
at the top of the ODI
team rankings. It will be
a dress rehearsal for the
eagerly anticipated ICC
Cricket World Cup 2015
opening match, which
will see the same sides
play each other in exactly
30 days’ time in
Melbourne.

Following its 5-0 home
series victory over Sri
Lanka in November,
reigning champion India
will be bidding to gain
further momentum and
become only the third
side in ICC Cricket World
Cup history to success-
fully defend its title (after
West Indies in 1975 and
1979 and Australia, who
won the coveted prize
three times in succession
between 1999 and 2007).

Meanwhile, South
Africa, bidding to lift the
50-over title for the first
time after reaching the
semi-finals when
Australia and New
Zealand last hosted the
ICC Cricket World Cup
back in 1992, welcomes
West Indies to Durban on

today in the first of a five-
match ODI series, with
two of the world’s top
three batsmen in the
Reliance ICC Player
Rankings for ODI
Batsmen set to feature.

Proteas captain AB de
Villiers is in pole position
in the batting rankings
on 887 points and the 30-
year-old Pretorian holds a
25-point advantage over
second placed India bats-
man Virat Kohli, with
Hashim Amla one place
further back in third spot.

There are several per-
mutations that could
emerge over the coming
weeks as New Zealand
and Sri Lanka are also
battling it out in their
seven-match series, with
the Black Caps currently
holding a 1-0 lead after
its three-wicket victory in
the first ODI on Sunday.

After this series, New
Zealand will complete its
ICC Cricket World Cup
preparations when it
plays host to Pakistan –
who lifted the CWC tro-
phy back in 1992 – in two
ODI’s ahead of its open-
ing game of the tourna-
ment in Christchurch
against Sri Lanka, also
on 14 February.

Forthcoming fixtures:
Tri-Series:
Friday, 16 Jan – Australia v

England, Sydney (d/n)
Sunday, 18 Jan – Australia

v India, Melbourne (d/n)
Tuesday, 20 Jan – England

v India, Brisbane (d/n)
Friday, 23 Jan –Australia v

England, Hobart (d/n)

Monday, 26 Jan – Australia
v India, Sydney (d/n)

Friday, 30 Jan – England v
India, Perth (d/n)

Sunday, 1 Feb – Final, Perth
(d/n)

South Africa v West Indies
16 Jan – First ODI, Durban

(d/n)
18 Jan – Second ODI,

Johannesburg 
21 Jan – Third ODI, East

London (d/n)
25 Jan – Fourth ODI, Port

Elizabeth
28 Jan – Fifth ODI,

Centurion (d/n)

New Zealand v Sri Lanka
15 Jan – Second ODI,

Hamilton (d/n)
17 Jan – Third ODI,

Auckland (d/n)
20 Jan – Fourth ODI, Nelson
23 Jan – Fifth ODI, Dunedin
25 Jan – Sixth ODI,

Dunedin
29 Jan – Seventh ODI,

Wellington (d/n)

Reliance ICC ODI Team
Rankings (as on 14 January,
ahead of Australia, England
and India tri-Series, South

Africa-West Indies and after
first ODI between New

Zealand-Sri Lanka)
1 Australia 117 
2 India 117
3 South Africa 112 
4 Sri Lanka 109 
5 England 104 
6 New Zealand 99 
7 Pakistan 97 
8 West Indies 96 
9 Bangladesh 75 
10 Zimbabwe 53 
11 Ireland 39 
12 Afghanistan 38 
(Developed by David Kendix)

Batsmen
Rank Player Team Points Ave HS Rating
1 AB de Villiers SA 887 51.50 891 v Aus at Melbourne 2014
2 Virat Kohli Ind 862 52.61 886 v Ban at Fatullah 2014
3 Hashim Amla SA 828 53.18 901 v Eng at Trent Bridge 2012
4 K. Sangakkara SL 801 40.53 853 v Afg at Mirpur 2014
5 Shikhar Dhawan Ind 777 45.46 785 v SL at Hyderabad 2014
6 George Bailey Aus 771 44.20 867 v SA at Harare 2014
7 Quinton de Kock SA 749*! 43.58 749 v Aus at Sydney 2014
8= MS Dhoni Ind 738 52.85 836 v Aus at Delhi 2009

T. Dilshan SL 738 38.23 767 v Pak at Sharjah 2013
10 K. Williamson NZ 734 42.91 746 v Pak at Abu Dhabi 2014
11 Ross Taylor NZ 718 41.26 722 v Pak at Abu Dhabi 2014
12 Joe Root Eng 688! 41.61 688 v SL at Colombo (RPS) 2014
13 Angelo Mathews SL 680 40.32 707 v Eng at Colombo (RPS) 2014
14 Misbah-ul-Haq Pak 658 42.83 744 v SL at Fatullah 2014
15 F. du Plessis SA 657 34.40 703 v NZ at Bay Oval 2014
16= Rohit Sharma Ind 651 37.89 672 v WI at Kochi 2013

Aaron Finch Aus 651*! 37.25 651 v SA at Sydney 2014
18 Ahmed Shehzad Pak 649 34.81 670 v Ban at Mirpur 2014
19 Shane Watson Aus 648 40.75 773 v SL at Hambantota 2011
20 Suresh Raina Ind 639 35.82 669 v Eng at Dharamsala 2013

Bowlers
Rank Player Team Points Ave HS Rating
1 Sunil Narine WI 753 26.49 4.10 791 v SL at Jamaica 2013
2 Saeed Ajmal Pak 751 22.18 4.13 810 v SA at Centurion 2013
3 Dale Steyn SA 699 25.65 4.83 746 v Ind at Durban 2013
4= Shakib Al Hasan Ban 680 27.92 4.26 717 v Zim at Chittagong 2009

M. Johnson Aus 680 25.72 4.82 724 v Ban at Darwin 2008
6 James Anderson Eng 666 29.10 4.94 719 v SA at The Oval 2013
7 S. Senanayake SL 656! 32.00 4.56 656 v NZ at Christchurch 2015
8 B. Kumar Ind 641 36.59 4.60 657 v WI at Dharamsala 2014
9 Ravindra Jadeja Ind 638 32.29 4.79 738 v Zim at Bulawayo 2013
10 M. Hafeez Pak 634 35.01 4.06 769 v Ind at Kolkata 2013
11 Morne Morkel SA 632 24.27 4.94 717 v SL at East London 2012
12 James Tredwell Eng 629 27.81 4.77 646 v SL at Pallekele 2014
13 Clint McKay Aus 624 24.37 4.78 709 v Eng at Cardiff 2013
14= Rangana Herath SL 617 31.13 4.42 703 v SA at Pallekele 2013

R. Ashwin Ind 617 32.46 4.89 691 v SL at Hambantota 2012
16 M. Irfan Pak 616 29.51 4.85 621 v NZ at Abu Dhabi 2014
17 L. Tsotsobe SA 613 24.96 4.75 743 v NZ at Auckland 2012
18 Shahid Afridi Pak 611 33.89 4.62 673 v Ban at Mirpur 2011
19 M. Shami Ind 609 26.08 5.74 636 v WI at Delhi 2014
20 Kemar Roach WI 608 26.85 4.90 650 v Pak at St Lucia 2013

All-rounders
Rank Player Team Points HS Rating
1 Shakib Al Hasan Ban 403 453 v Zim at Chittagong 2009
2 M. Hafeez Pak 397 438 v Ind at Kolkata 2013
3 Angelo Mathews SL 395 427 v Eng at Colombo (RPS) 2014
4 T. Dilshan SL 390! 390 v NZ at Christchurch 2015
5 Shahid Afridi Pak 340 383 v Ban at Mirpur 2011
*indicates provisional rating; a batsman qualifies for a full rating after a minimum of 40 started innings; a

bowler qualifies for a full rating after he has conceded 1,500 runs.
!indicates career-highest rating

Race for ODI top spot heats up for
ICC Cricket World Cup contenders

Reliance ICC ODI Player Rankings 
(as on 14 January, ahead of Australia, England and India tri-Series, South

Africa-West Indies and after first ODI between New Zealand-Sri Lanka)

Brothers headed to Colombia

From left: The Kelly brothers – Joshua, Jacob and Jesse – will be riding in the
new colours of Massy United Insurance this cycling season and were presented
with their colourful kits by Marketing Coordinator, Trudy Bellamy.



46 • Friday January 16, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

MELBOURNE – Veterans
Roger Federer and Maria
Sharapova head into the
opening Grand Slam of 2015
next week as the form play-
ers, but there is a heady mix
of youth and experience
snapping at their heels.

Evergreen Swiss great
Federer, 33, brought up a jaw-
dropping 1,000th victory on
Sunday by beating Canadian
Milos Raonic to win the
Brisbane International, laying
down the Australian Open
gauntlet to arch-rivals Novak
Djokovic and Rafael Nadal.

The world number two is now
aiming for a 1,007th win, which
would give him the title at
Melbourne Park.

“Yeah, I do believe that,”
Federer said when asked if he
could claim a fifth Australian
Open and his 18th Grand Slam.

“Then again, it’s just talk. At

the end of the day, I’ve got to do
the running, I’ve got to do the
clutch play when it matters the
most.”

In contrast to his flying start
to 2015, world number one
Djokovic’s preparations were cut
short by giant Croatian Ivo
Karlovic in the Qatar Open
quarter-finals.

It was even worse for Nadal,
who suffered a shock defeat in
his first match of the season in
Doha to German qualifier
Michael Berrer as he continues
to recover from appendix sur-
gery.

The Spaniard, a 14-time
Grand Slam winner, has played
few matches since Wimbledon
last July but brushed off his
shaky start.

“It’s a big motivation to be
back at my best level as quickly
as possible, and that’s what I am
trying to do,” he said.

Swiss Stan Wawrinka is the
defending men’s champion after
his breakthrough four-set win
over Nadal last year and spear-
heads a host of challengers, in-
cluding Britain’s Andy Murray
and new guard Raonic and
Japan’s Kei Nishikori.

Erratic Williams
Sharapova, who has been a

fixture on the tennis circuit since
2002, continues to shine with
victory over Ana Ivanovic in
Brisbane handing her a 34th ca-
reer title.

She won her only Australian
Open in 2008, beating Ivanovic
in the final.

The Russian’s closest rival,
world number one Serena
Williams, is gunning for a sixth
Australian Open title but was
unimpressive at the mixed-
teams Hopman Cup in Perth
this month.

Federer, Sharapova gun for
more Australian Open glory

Maria Sharapova of Russia celebrates winning the Women's
final match against Ana Ivanovic of Serbia, January 10, 2015.
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IN a hard fought battle
for the title, Green
House came away
victorious to add their
fifth consecutive title
to the history books at
Hillaby Turners Hall

Primary School.
With Blue House hot on

their heel during the
Inter-house Sports which
they held at the National
Stadium on Wednesday,
Green (507) edged out

Blue (503) by only four
points as the track was set
ablaze by the athletes
making their bit for
victory in various
categories.

Some distance adrift of

these two was Red House
with 471, while Yellow
House finished fourth
with 460.

There was something for
Yellow to shout about as
Dacario Straker carried off

the victory ludorum title
with 53 points which he
amassed by winning the
100, 200m, 800 and long
jump.

Yellow made it a clean
sweep of the top individual

prize when Halee
Collymore carried off the
victrix ludorum title with
43 points which she
amassed by winning the
100m, 200m, 400m, 600m
and long jump.

Green House rules at Hillaby Turners Hall sports

Jaden Howell from Blue House wins the Under 13 Boys 100m ahead of Marquez Cadogan of Red House.

Zacairee Kellman from Blue House wins the Under 9
Girls 150m despite a stiff challenge from Trinity
Goodridge of Yellow House.

Halee Collymore from Yellow House made a statement in winning the Under 13
Girls 200m. Jaden Howell from Blue House won the U-13 Boys Long Jump with a leap of 4.4m.
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By Patricia Thangaraj

A LOSS in some of the core
values that this island once
held so dear to their hearts
and practiced is one of the
reasons why we are witness-
ing so many acts of violence
in our communities nowa-
days.

This is the belief of the Bishop
of Bridgetown, Most Rev. Dr.
Charles Jason Gordon, who
spoke to the media yesterday at
a press conference at their head-
quarters.

“We have lost some of the core
values that we had that held us
as a nation and that held our
people very strong. If we could
recover some of those core val-
ues, a lot of the anger would
start going down and the adjust-
ment would be towards a vision
that is far more realistic.”

He said that these values col-
lectively made up a part of the
vision for the citizens.“Why does
violence emerge? Violence and
anger many times comes from
loss and it comes from misplaced
grief and misplaced grief comes
from when people have to
change their vision or lower
their vision or they can’t see a
way of achieving the vision any-
more.”

Gordon reminded persons of
these values which Barbados
had such as sharing with your
neighbour if you had plenty and
he/she did not have anything
and looking out for that child in
the neighbour by providing
him/her with the things that she 

VALUES on Page 14

RECOVER CORE VALUES

Bishop of Bridgetown, Most Rev. Dr. Charles Jason Gordon (right) speaking to the media yesterday at a press conference at
his office as Chairperson of Synod 2014,  May Hinds listens.

Places booked 
in road tennis final
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