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DIRECTOR of Public
Prosecutions Charles
Leacock has expressed con-
cern about the length of time
it takes some cases to come
before the law courts, partic-
ularly as it relates to child
sex abuse and fraud.

His comments came yesterday
during the opening ceremony of
a two-day Fraud and Asset
Forfeiture/Confiscation
Workshop, where he pointed to
the need to get matters before
the court in a timely manner.

He highlighted the importance
of getting police investigators
and prosecutors up to speed, in-
cluding from a policy point of
view, the types of fast track
methods used, be it paper com-
mittal or voluntary wills of 
indictment as opposed to a pre-
liminary inquiry, which accord-
ing to the DPP “takes forever”.

“The need to get the pre-
liminary inquiry procedure 
abolished is well established and
well agreed on.We just await the
policy matter when that is done.

TOO LONG on Page 4

By Jenique Belgrave

GOVERNMENT will be inter-
vening in the saga surround-
ing the 90 Nigerian students
upset about the conditions 
they are living in at a local
hotel.

The students are here to take
part in a nine-month study 
programme at the Barbados
Community College as part 
of the Delta State Youth
Programme out of Nigeria, but
after just one week they have
expressed serious dissatis-

faction with where they are
being housed.

Speaking to the media yes-
terday, Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry of
Tourism, Senator Irene
Sandiford Garner stated that
government had never been 
involved in any of the arrange-
ments to bring the students 
to Barbados, but would now 
intervene in order to save the
island’s reputation.

According to her, the stu-
dents had originally been
slated to come to the island last

summer, during the slower
tourism season where they
could have been easily accom-
modated at a south coast hotel,
but due to concerns about
Ebola, the trip had been post-
poned until this year.

“The government at no point
would have been involved in
the negotiations or in the
choice of accommodation. The
government’s only concern
would have been at the public
health level and the immigra-
tion level. Given what has hap-
pened though, there will have

to be government intervention
because our country’s reputa-
tion is at stake. We are con-
cerned and very distressed at
the development because these
students would have come in
good faith to this country,” she
stated.

Pointing out that at this time
all hotels are heavily booked,
she noted that choices are not
wide, as the organisers sought
to have everyone accommo-
dated in the same place.

“It is unfortunate that it
would have turned out as it

did, but I do believe going for-
ward that any such initiative
should have some level of gov-
ernment monitoring and ad-
vice, if not control, given the
potential for fallout when
things go wrong, as things have
in this case.We have never had
it happen before, but now we
have an occasion to review
these types of arrangements to
ensure that as a government
we protect the reputation of
our country, because I am sure
the organisers meant well,” she
said.

Government to step in to help Nigerian students

Director of Public Prosecutions, Charles Leacock.
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GOVERNMENT is taking
decisive steps to address
the recent challenges to the
Unemployment Fund.

This was revealed by
Minister of Labour and Social
Security, Senator Dr. Esther
Byer, during a statement which
was released to the media, late
yesterday evening. The imme-
diate steps will include an im-
mediate capital injection of
$12.5 million to the Fund,
which will be coupled with 
legislation to suspend 
contributions to the Severance
Fund for a two year period
while increasing employers’
contributions to the
Unemployment Fund for the
same period.

The Minister explained that
the changes were based on a
recommendation following a re-
cent National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) 14th Actuarial
Review. Based on the report of
the consultant actuary, it was
pointed out that there were two

Funds and while the
Unemployment Fund was ex-
periencing challenges, the
Severance Fund was generat-
ing surpluses.

She further explained that a
recommendation was made
that in order to reduce the
draw-down of the investment
assets of the Unemployment
Fund and shore up the fund, a
sum of money be transferred to
it from the Severance Fund.
The NIS Board sought an opin-
ion from the Solicitor-General
as to the legality of such a
transfer, and it was indicated
that such a transfer should not
be undertaken.

It was also stated that the
measures were designed to 
protect Barbadians who 
contributed to and qualify for
unemployment benefits will
have protection during periods
of unemployment. The state-
ment also revealed that the
other four types of security ben-
efits (short-term, including

sickness and maternity; long-
term or pensions, employment
injury and severance) were not
affected. “Additionally, the in-
vestment portfolio is also sound
as investments internationally,
regionally and locally are per-
forming satisfactorily. While
some may have an interest in
putting a political spin on mat-
ters relating to the NIS and
seek to create panic among the
population, I am presenting
you with the plain facts and the
decisions that have been taken
to ensure that the NIS remains
your lifeline”.

It was also stated that the
National Insurance Fund and
the Severance Fund continue
to perform extremely well and
are generating major sur-
pluses. Over the 2009 to 2013
period, the National Insurance
Fund generated a combined
surplus of over $1.15 billion,
and the Severance Fund a com-
bined surplus of over 
$105 million. (DB/PR)

Minister of Labour and Social Security, Senator Dr. Esther
Byer.

Unemployment Fund
challenges being
addressed by Government
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By Jenique Belgrave

WHILE reports coming
from the local insurance
industry suggest that pre-
miums in general are at
an all time low, public
service vehicle owners
want a decrease in rates,
which they describe to be
too high, especially for
aging vans.

According to Chairman
of the Alliance Owners of

Public Transport
Operators Roy Raphael,
many owners were strug-
gling to pay the premium
for these vehicles, point-
ing out that the rate for a
single van was between
$15,000 to $16,000 annu-
ally for third party cover-
age.

As he spoke during an
interview with the
Barbados Advocate ear-
lier this week, he stated
that the time had come for
“all sectors to become seri-
ous about public transport
in this island,” suggesting
that in many cases the be-
haviors of some drivers
could be directly attrib-
uted to these high premi-
ums.

“If you have a vehicle
that is aging, where a bus
is 30 years or more and
you have insurance com-
panies charging $16,000 a
year for third party
arrangement, what would
you expect in terms of
road rage? If a driver has
over 200 other vans on his
route you can expect road
rage because he has to
look for money for himself,
the owner, for mainte-
nance and for insurance,”
Raphael insisted.

In an effort to address
the situation, the alliance
has requested that insur-
ance companies take an-
other look at the rates, in
the hope that these would
be reduced.

“What we have been
doing over the last couple
of months is that we have
been having discussions
with the insurance com-
panies with the view of
bringing down the rates,
because we suggested to
them that if the rates were
cheaper, more people
would be willing to follow
the rules and regulations
and therefore not get into
accidents, and reduce the
need for insurance compa-
nies to have to pay out
$200,000 for accidents,”
Raphael explained.

“We are awaiting the de-
cision of the insurance
companies on this, be-
cause we believe that the
insurance rates are defi-
nitely too high, as a lot of
our vehicles out there are
aging, and hopefully if we
have a meeting with the
Ministry of Transport of
Ministry of Finance any-
time soon, we can have a
discussion on having duty
free concessions, particu-
larly for those persons
with those vehicles that
are 20 to 25 years or
older,” he stressed.

THE long awaited resi-
dential drug treatment
facility catering to
women will hopefully
come on stream in
August this year and
when it does, it will
serve to address a num-
ber of needs female ad-
dicts in particular have.

Jacqui Lewis, Clinical
Director of the The
Substance Abuse
Foundation Inc. (SAF)
which owns and operates
Verdun House noted the
above yesterday, as she
spoke to members of the
press, following a seminar
hosted for principals and
guidance counsellors enti-
tled “Youth Addiction-
Know The Facts”,at the St.
John residential drug
treatment, which caters
solely to males.

“We are very grateful to
the Maria Holder Trust for
giving it, (the facility for
women), to us. We hope to

be open in August of this
year”Lewis remarked.

While noting that she
could not give specific num-
bers or percentages, Lewis
however pointed out that
over the last decade or so,
she has seen an increase in
the number of females
reaching out for help.

“I am careful about
numbers,but “I can person-
ally say within the last ten
years, I have seen women
and I do see women, be-
cause there wasn’t a facil-
ity, so Verdun used to allow
me to see women to help
them, even just work with
them on an outpatient
basis. But in the last ten
years and in the last few
years, we have definitely
seen an increase in (the
number of) women... there
has been an increase and
the increase shows itself by
even just phone calls of
people asking how and
where to direct women and

if there was a place and
what kind of woman would
be eligible”she pointed out.

“There has been a lot
more interest for women
and with that came inter-
est about (their) children,
where would the children
go and then we have also
had women talking about
coming and saying they
would come if they were
given the help for the chil-
dren”Lewis revealed.

So there’s been a lot of
change and growth and
awareness in the last ten
years in terms of women’s
needs. So we are going to
help women.This has been
a long awaited facility for
the women for sure” she
stressed.

The facility will be lo-
cated in New Castle St.
John, about six to eight
minutes drive from Verdun
House and it will accom-
modate fifteen women at
one time. (RSM)
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Jacqui Lewis, Clinical Director of the Substance
Abuse Foundation Inc. (SAF) which owns and oper-
ates the residential drug treatment facility
Verdun House.

ADDITIONAL routes
may be coming for public
service vehicles (PSVs) in
the near future.

Chairman of the
Alliance Owners of Public
Transport Operators Roy
Raphael revealed that
this was one of the pro-
posals this group would
be making to the trans-
port ministry this year.

Admitting that several
routes were heavily satu-
rated with PSVs, he
stressed that it was time
to look at reducing these

numbers while having
vans reallocated to new
routes, and indicated the
alliance’s willingness to
work with the ministry
on route selection.

Speaking to the
Barbados Advocate
earlier this week, he
stated, “We believe that
there are areas that are
too saturated, while oth-
ers are not being ade-
quately covered. Going
forward, I believe owners
and regulators need to
come together and look at

this. For example, Silver
Sands has nearly 200
vans on that route, there
is a high number on the
Silver Hill and Wanstead
routes and now there is
even an increase on the
Jackson route!”

He said that the intro-
duction of new route
numbers like 3N, 3M, 3R
and even 3Y was also
causing some confusion
with commuters, and said
this needed to be ad-
dressed.

Raphael also reiterated

the need for vehicles in
varying divisions to be
color coded to prevent pi-
rating.

“We need to meet with
the ministry to discuss
this as well, as we have
already suggested that
vehicles be colour coded
so that if one works in the
North, it is a different
color than those working
in the South Division, so
anyone pirating or going
off route would be easily
recognized,” he
added.(JB)

Drug treatment
facility for women to
open in August 

Insurance premiums
still too high

More routes possible for PSVs

THE Barbados
Accreditation Council
(BAC) will hold a series of
town hall meetings on the
National Qualifications
Framework (NQF) for
Barbados, beginning next
week.

The meetings are aimed
at gathering feedback on
the proposed NQF that is
being financed in part
through a grant from the
European Union.The NQF
is Pillar 2 of the Barbados
Human Resource
Development Strategy
2011-2016, and is consid-
ered a major mechanism
that will transform the de-

livery of education and
training in Barbados.

Through attending the
sessions,parents,students,
members of professional
bodies,employers,and sec-
ondary and tertiary educa-
tional providers will be af-
forded the opportunity to
see where qualifications at
the secondary and tertiary
levels fit within the frame-
work.

The first meeting will be
held at Queen’s College,
Husbands, St. James, on
Thursday,January 15.This
will be followed by meet-
ings on Friday,January 16,
at The Alexandra School,

Queen’s Street, St. Peter;
Friday, January 23, at The
Lester Vaughan School,
Cane Garden, St. Thomas;
and Wednesday, January
28, at Princess Margaret
Secondary School, Six
Roads, St. Philip.

The meetings will con-
tinue on Wednesday,
February 4, at Deighton
Griffith Secondary,
Kingsland,Christ Church;
Thursday, February 12, at
the Barbados Workers’
Union Headquarters,
Harmony Hall,St.Michael;
and Wednesday, February
18, at the Queen’s Park
Steel Shed, The City. All

town hall meetings will
commence at 7.30 p.m.and
end at 9.30 p.m.

The sessions will be ad-
dressed by Executive
Director of BAC, Valda
Alleyne;Executive Director
of the Technical and
Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) Council,
Henderson Eastmond,and
representatives from the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology and
Innovation and the
University of the West
Indies (Open Campus and
Cave Hill Campus).

Persons interested in re-
viewing the proposed

National Qualifications
Framework, prior to at-
tending the meetings,may
visit the Barbados
Accreditation Council’s
website at www.bac.gov.bb.
For further information,
they may call the Council
at 622-1090 or 622-1093;
send a fax to 622-1089; or
send an email to
info@bac.gov.bb.

The schedule of meet-
ings, as well as the pro-
posed NQF, may be ac-
cessed in the download sec-
tion of the Barbados
Government Information
Service’s website at
www.gisbarbados.gov.bb.

BAC’S Town Hall meetings on NQF start January 15
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SOME principals and
guidance counsellors
are now better able to
identify and deal with
drug addiction
amongst school aged
youth, following a re-
cent workshop held at
Verdun House, by the
Substance Abuse
Foundation Inc. and
the National Council
on Substance Abuse.

During a seminar held
yesterday at the residen-
tial treatment facility in
St. John, Jacqui Lewis,
Clinical Director of the
Substance Abuse
Foundation Inc. (SAF)
which owns and operates
Verdun House, noted that
some youngsters start
using marijuana around
eleven years of age and
the problem of drug ad-
diction, which should be
viewed as a disease, is
present in various ways,
at different schools. Lewis
stressed that numerous
children are aware about
drugs and know just
where to get them.

Meanwhile, David
Waithe, Property Co-ordi-
nator at the SAF, who
was once an addict, but

noted that today he is liv-
ing and experiencing “a
new life” without cravings
for any kind of drug,
stressed that persons
using and abusing drugs
can show a range of
symptoms, including
over-reaction problems,
sleeping disturbances,
memory difficulties, be-
coming accident prone
and even stressed,
amongst other things. He
noted that a number of
young people, even of pri-
mary school age, are wit-
nessing their relatives
who sit on the block or
other areas in the com-
munity smoking mari-
juana and other drugs
and they often come into
contact with the second-
hand smoke. For them, it
becomes a norm and
many may even go to
school suffering from var-
ious effects of these drugs
and as such, teachers and
those in the education
arena must know what to
look out for.

Clinical Psychologist at
Verdun House, Dr. Jerine
Griffith, and Addictions
Counsellor,Allison Gotip,
also suggested that some

behavioural disorders, for
example, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), can
often play a role in the
process.

“So as a child is feeling
hyper, they can’t focus in
class and they are
deemed bad, so mari-
juana is where they go to,
to feel better. The other
issue is learning disabili-
ties or learning chal-
lenges – they are having

a tough time and it’s an
undiagnosed learning
disability, they don’t
know why they are not
doing well in school,
again the peer group and
the marijuana is where
they would go to,” Dr.
Griffith stated.

Lewis stressed that
while many young per-
sons are eventually pres-
ent at the doors of the
court or at Verdun House
later in life, “the disease

had started a long time
ago”.

“So it’s generally when
he/she gets to our doors,
[that he/she] has hit a
bottom, and this is what
we are finding... that they
are getting to our doors
far too early. We’ve got
clients who are 18 and 19
years old and that’s a sig-
nal that something has
been going on most of
their lives,” she stated.

“Kids are smoking mar-

ijuana younger and it’s
really presenting much
more of a problem than it
used to,” Lewis stressed.

Amongst those attend-
ing the seminar was
Parkinson Memorial
School Principal Jeff
Broomes, Coleridge and
Parry School Principal
Vincent Fergusson and
Guidance Counsellor at
the Darryl Jordan
Secondary School, Saul
Leacock. (RSM)

By RuthMoisa Stoute

DON’T use the blame ap-
proach on parents.
Instead, reach out to
them and offer them both
the support and re-
sources to assist them in
the rearing of their chil-
dren.

This is the message
from Chief Operations
Officer (COO) Kim
Henry-Charles of Family
Heartbeat International
Network, a locally-based
counselling services
agency which does sub-
stantial work in the
schools in the area of be-
havioural intervention.

In a recent interview
with The Barbados
Advocate , Henry-
Charles pointed out that
a synergy between teach-

ers, support agencies and
parents was of utmost
importance to realising
positive gains in helping
children stay on course
to making good decisions
in their lives.

With such a holistic ap-
proach, she said, what-
ever was done in schools
to assist the children
would become “undone”
either on the way home
or within the home envi-
ronment.

She however noted
that it was not in the best
interest of the parties in-
volved to be quick to
place blame on parents.

“[After all] we need
their support. Parental
support is of utmost im-
portance and we have
seen that it is all about
the approach you take

with parents [when try-
ing to solicit their help].
You can’t really approach
with blame, rather we
need to approach in sup-
port and let them know
that we are here to help
strengthen their families
and to provide support
and resources,” she ex-
plained.

The senior official of
the counselling agency
also remarked that the
reason for working to-
gether was because the
schools could not do it all.

“The 40 minutes or 60
minutes once a week we
have to interact with
these children is far from
enough.”

Programme a success
Despite this, Henry-

Charles explained that a

behavioural intervention
programme which the
agency has been running
within schools for the
past two years, has been
reaping success.

“We’ve been focusing
on decent decisions and
getting the children to
realise the consequences
of making good choices.
Making good choices is a
big issue, whether it
leads down the path of
being in gangs or drug
addition, we are realis-
ing it takes just that first
wrong decision,” she
said.

“So we are working on
enabling young people to
feel fit to making a good
choice in both primary
and secondary schools,”
the counselling executive
added.

TOO LONG from Page 1

For too long cases have
been languishing in the
system,not only fraud but
also child sex abuse cases
are endemic and have
been in the system for too
long and is grossly embar-
rassing.Many times these
cases come to the Court,
they are before the Court
five years later than when
they first occurred.

“So it is with that in
mind and particularly
with the fraud cases that
have been stuck in the
system for so long that I
thought that we should
enhance our capacity to
address this particular ty-
pology, and that is why we
have fashioned this work-
shop this way.”

The DPP told partici-
pants of the workshop
that it is expected that
one of the outcomes will
be guidance and guide-

lines as to how trials are
expedited. He stressed
that the basic systemic de-
lays that plague the sys-
tem must be addressed.

In response to the
DPP’s concern about the
preliminary inquiry
process, Chief Justice Sir
Marston Gibson said:“We
are going to work with
you in using the voluntary
bill process to get cases
moving. So if this is one of
the typology of cases you
are going to add to the list
of cases which will be sent
to the Court seeking vol-
untary bills, you will find
a willing partner because
we can’t sit down and let
the preliminary inquiry
process stymie our ability
to investigate and punish
criminals who want to use
the latest in technology.
We have to keep up with
them and I am glad this
training programme is
here,” he said. (JH)

Holistic approach needed in the
area of behavioural intervention

Basic systemic
delays must
be addressed

Principals, guidance counsellors better
informed about drug addiction amongst youth

Principals and guidance counsellors in attendance at the Youth & Addiction Workshop held at Verdun House,
by the Substance Abuse Foundation Inc. and the National Council on Substance Abuse.
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FIVE experts from the
United States are cur-
rently conducting a two-
day training programme
for local prosecutors to
enhance their knowl-
edge of investigating
and prosecuting various
fraud offences and re-
lated asset forfeiture on
the island.

The workshop will
conclude today with a se-
ries of recommendations
to improve investigative
and prosecutorial prac-
tice and possible amend-
ment to the existing
legal framework of
Barbados.

The team, which was
put together by the

National Centre for
State Courts (NCSC), in-
cludes two current and
one former federal pros-
ecutor, a senior special
agent within the US
Secret Service and
NCSC Senior
Programme Manager.

Yesterday, during a
brief opening ceremony
held in the Baobab
Tower in Warrens,
Director of  Public
Prosecutions, Charles
Leacock, explained that
this workshop comes as
result of a number of en-
hanced criminalities
both in the area of corpo-
rate and individual
fraud in Barbados.

It is against this back-
drop that he alluded to
some of the fraud
schemes that are trend-
ing including the
schemes from West
Africa, requesting ad-
vanced sums after the
unsuspecting person re-
ceives a letter or the
most recent fraudulent
acts from Eastern
European frauds,
through the “skimming”
of ATM machines.

“Thankfully on that
occasion, because of the
vigilance of citizens,
those matters have been
resolved and much of the
money, if not all of the
money, has been recov-

ered and actually paid
into the Consolidated
fund.

“We would like to have
many more successes
like that to address the
real problem, getting the
money out of the crime.
It is for that reason we
have added the compo-
nent Asset Forfeiture an
Asset Confiscation,” he
said.

He said it is also in-
tended to concentrate on
how best the criminal
justice system can be
made much more effec-
tive and efficient and
subsequently enhancing
the overall confidence of
the public in the crimi-

nal justice system.
The DPP noted that

while rapes, murders
and robbery are much
easier to investigate,
“fraud requires lots of
documents, checking
with banks and a num-
ber of ancillary mat-
ters”.

The visiting team will
assist in identifying best
practices and challenges
that will inform institu-
tional policies, promote
change where necessary,
and broaden approaches
to the administration of
justice.

Through the use of hy-
pothetical cases, the
team will also facilitate

interactive exercises to
guide attendees through
investigation and prose-
cution under the
Barbados legal system.

He thanked the US
Embassy for sourcing
funds through its
Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative and
the NCSC based in
Washington for putting
together the team which
together boasts of hav-
ing over 60 years of ex-
perience in the field to
assist outlining best
practice guidelines,
build capacity and ad-
dressing emerging and
continuing trends.

(JH)

Fraud team on the island ...to assist local prosecutors, stakeholders

CHIEF Justice Sir
Marston Gibson says
while some pieces of
legislation have been
slow in coming to ad-
dress criminal mat-
ters, legal profession-
als cannot sit idly by
until they are en-
acted.

His comments came
yesterday during the
opening ceremony of a
two day Fraud and Asset
Forfeiture/Confiscation
Workshop being held in
the Baobab Tower. “We
need to be able to hit the
ground running whether
we have the legislation
or not,” he said.

According to Sir
Marston, “One of the dif-
ficulties that we have
faced in Barbados is the
pace at which the leg-
islative process moves.
We have been promised
that we would have new
Asset Forfeiture legisla-
tion. With regard to
abolishing preliminary
Inquires, unfortunately
the legislation has not
kept pace with our de-
sires. We cannot sit and
wait on the legislation,

we have to train our per-
sonnel and that includes
judges, so that we under-
stand the complexities
but particularly the in-
novative processes that
criminals use.”

Sir Marston further
explained that a number
of fraud offences fall
under the Theft Act,
which needs to be
amended and “beefed
up”.

“But there is still room
for you to be innovative
and to look a lot more
closely at the sections of
the Theft Act. A lot of the
offences will be covered.
What won’t be covered is
Civil Forfeiture. We need
Civil Forfeiture legisla-
tion badly,” he said.

He told the partici-
pants that they must be
extremely careful about
the way in which their
evidence is presented.
“Your objective is not
only to investigate the
frauds and the offences,
but to ensure that the
evidence which you ob-
tain in that process will
withstand scrutiny in
the court as well.

“There is no point in
doing a six month inves-
tigation and then com-
ing before a court and
discovering that the ev-
idence is either inadmis-
sible or it does not rise to
the level of beyond rea-
sonable doubt and so the
offender ends up walk-
ing, not because he has-
n’t committed the of-
fence but because the ev-
idence has not stood up
to the test which courts
require in criminal pro-
ceedings,” he stated.

Sir Marston, speaking
subject to correction,
suggested when the
term “organised crime”
is used, great attention
is placed on the crime
rather than the organ-
ised component.

“They are very much
organised. They use the
most sophisticated of
technologies and the one
thing that I want you to
understand is that you
are here as our first re-
sponders. It is not differ-
ent from any other cata-
strophic incident,” he
told the participants of
the workshop. (JH)Chief Justice Sir Marston Gibson.

CJ: Training critical 
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BARBADIANS are not just peo-
ple from a small island, they are
people who have a lot of pride,
industry and a rich heritage.

This was the message given
by Henderson Griffith, presi-
dent of the Barbados
Association of Tampa Bay
(BAOTB) as he spoke to the
media in a brief interview at the
Repeat Visitors Reception,

which was held at the Ilaro
Court recently.

Explaining that heritage was
very important to him, he re-
vealed that they had been work-
ing to get more and more people
in the Diaspora to understand
not only Barbadian culture, but
also the country's heritage.

“This is very important, the
entire thing about our heritage

is extremely important to me
and to see that we have lost
some of it as far as I'm con-
cerned, needs to be recaptured
and when we have anything to
do with the heritage foundation,
bringing back our heritage, it’s
very important, not only to us
individuals, but to the island
Barbados,” he noted.

Continuing, he further stated,

“Barbados is a place where
there is a lot of pride.We have a
tremendous heritage that goes
beyond Barbados … I live in the
diaspora and we try to foster
that heritage and keep it going
… like this year we have our
gala, that's coming up.We bring
Plastic Bag, who's bringing
Alison Hinds this year with
him.We expect 600 people there

and we present our heritage to
every one of them.”

The gala, which will be their
sixth successful gala, will be
held in June and Griffith noted
that it has been growing
steadily each year, and that the
organisation has been working
with government to introduce
Barbados to the Tampa Bay and
bring the two even closer. (AC)

By Ashlee Cox

THE Diaspora conference,
according to one man living
in the Diaspora, has moved
the ball forward, but as far
as he is concerned, there is
still a lot more to be done.

Henderson Griffith, president
of the Barbados Association of
Tampa Bay (BAOTB) made this
view known as he spoke to the
media in a brief interview at the
Repeat Visitors Reception,
which was held at the Ilaro
Court recently.

Explaining that he was on one

of the boards for this past
Diaspora Conference, he noted
that there were some changes
that needed to be made as they
went forward.

“I was on one of the boards
this past Diaspora conference,
dealing with the returning na-
tionals and that sort of thing and
there are some changes that
need to be made. I think some of
it needs to be made in terms of
the people themselves and the
way they accept the Diaspora,”
he noted.

Continuing, he said, “It’s al-
ways an issue with Barbadians

returning to Barbados and hav-
ing to deal with some of the
things that are thrown at us,you
know, so to me the Diaspora is
second only to tourism as you
well know provides the second
largest source of income,and the
Diaspora Conference, they are
trying to bridge that gap be-
tween Barbados and
Barbadians living in the
Diaspora and I don’t think they
are there yet, but we are getting
there and I intend to do what-
ever I can to help with that.”

The BAOTB, as illustrated by
Griffith, not only coordinated
their annual gala, but also
raised funds for cancer through
the ‘Dance for Hope’ fundraiser
and were eager to donate to
Barbados wherever they could.

“We have something called
Dance for Hope, which is a can-
cer fundraiser, and all the funds
raised there goes directly to can-
cer [support], but we combine all
our funds period, and make do-
nations, to the cancer support
services. We’ve donated a

tremendous amount of money
every year to cancer support
services. We’ve donated a lot of
money to the hospital as well as
provide a lot of supplies for the
hospital and as recently as last
week, we set down 12 ther-
mometers, so we are trying to
put Barbados on the map in
Tampa and bring them closer to-
gether and there are a lot of peo-
ple in the Tampa Bay area in
Government that really want to
establish that relationship,” he
explained.

Barbadian heritage very important

‘Changes to
Diaspora
Conference
necessary’

Some of the visitors who have been coming to Barbados for years, as they attended the annual event.

These Bay Primary students serenaded the visitors as they arrived.
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By Ashlee Cox

FROM as recently as
last year, 2014, the
Government of
Barbados took the deci-
sion to accentuate the
tourism sector as a gen-
uine export sector.

Speaking at the Repeat
Visitor Reception, which is
an annual event in part-
nership with the Barbados
Tourism Marketing Inc
(BTMI) – the successive
organisation from the
Barbados Tourism
Association – and the Ilaro
Court, Prime Minister of
Barbados, the Hon.
Freundel Stuart, noted
that it was an event that
occurred in the first four
months of the year, in an
effort to express their grat-
itude to those thousands
of visitors who graced the
shores of the island.

“I’m aware that there
are people here who have
been coming here for over
the last 40 years, some
have made 40, 50 visits to
Barbados so far and have
kept coming, because they
tell me of the charm of our
people, the warmth and
the hospitality of our peo-

ple and thus the kind of
environment that we try
to nurture here in
Barbados, in addition to
ensuring that when you
are here you can feel safe
and that you can move
around without fear of in-
jury or molestation,” he
noted.

The PM further stated
that due to the importance
that Barbados attached to
tourism, the Government
endeavoured to make it
easy for those in the
tourism sector, the hotel
sector in particular, to be
able to do their business
with as little impediment
as possible.

“That is why as recently
as last year, the
Government took the very
important decision of ac-
centuating the fact that
tourism is genuinely an
export sector and that it
should be treated no dif-
ferently from other export
sectors,” he stated.

Continuing, he added, “
We took the decision that
if our hotel sector was
going to be able to do its
business and to do its busi-
ness effectively, that it
should be treated as a gen-

uine export sector. We ex-
port hospitality services.
It just so happens, when
we export the services to
you, you come here to
enjoy them and, therefore,
we have front loaded all of
the incentives and exemp-
tions that hoteliers obvi-
ously need to facilitate
them in creating the kind
of environment, not only
in terms of their proper-
ties but in terms of the
quality of the hospitality
which they are required to
offer to those who visit our
shores.So we take tourism
very seriously and that
will continue to be the
thrust of the Government
over which I have the ho-
nour to preside.”

Also present was Chelston Brathwaite, Ambassador to the People’s Republic
of China (left) and Acting Minister of Tourism and International Transport,
Senator Irene Sandiford-Garner.

Tourism is an
exporting sector

Ushers for the event, these three ladies from the
Graydon Sealy Secondary, interact with the
guests.

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart converses with two of the guests.

 



INCREASINGLY, as the price of oil on the world
market plummets –at the time of preparing this on
Thursday,January 8, the price of Brent Crude Oil, the
most widely used benchmark for oil prices, stood at
US$51.15, down from a high of US$ 115 in June
2014-, governing administrations are coming under
substantial political pressure to lower the price of
petrol at the pump accordingly. This is only natural.
We would have all suffered through a prolonged pe-
riod of inflated petrol prices attributed always to the
rising price of oil on the world market. It seems but
logical therefore, that the current drop in oil prices
should be similarly reflected in a decrease in the
prices paid for petrol.We are not certain that individ-
uals are placated by the reason that the more expen-
sive oil reserves must first be exhausted before these
benefits may be enjoyed.

In St Lucia, the governing administration has de-
scribed as “nonsensical” claims by the official
Opposition that it was reaping major financial ben-
efits in the retail price of gas as a result of the decline
on the global market.According to a statement from
the Office of the Prime Minister there, the govern-
ment employs a throughput calculation system
whereby the excise taxes imposed are adjusted every
three months, hence “regardless of the price of crude
on the world market Government revenue per gallon
does not change during this three month period…”

A similar explanation has come from local official-
dom. In response to a query on Tuesday from a caller
on a local talk show, the Honourable Minister of
Industry and Commerce, under whose portfolio falls
the responsibility for adjusting local fuel prices, as-
serted that the price of oil was an exogenous (sic) mat-
ter over which the governing administration does not
have much control. Nevertheless, he promised that
the matter was up for review in a fortnight and ex-
pressed the expectation that “once [oil prices] con-
tinue in this trajectory Barbadians will continue to
see a decrease in oil [fuel?] prices”.

In the United Kingdom, where a different pricing
system is in operation,and where petrol prices at the
pump have in fact witnessed a decrease, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer,Mr George Osborne,has
responded to attacks from the Labour opposition by
insisting that private sector companies should pass
on the benefits to their consumers. In the same con-
text, the British trade journal,Travel Weekly, has re-
ported that chief secretary to the treasury,Mr Danny
Alexander, has written to airlines calling for them to
pass on fuel price savings to consumers by cutting
fuel surcharges or reducing ticket prices. Indeed,
Virgin Atlantic has already responded in positive
fashion to this call by trimming its ticket prices by
£10.

There is little doubt among experts that the low
fuel prices should provide an increase in spending
and thus give renewed momentum to the economy.
However, this places most governing administra-
tions in the dilemma of forgoing the excise revenue
from normal petrol prices in these necessitous times
and giving more spending power to the citizen by low-
ering prices in order to stimulate the sluggish econ-
omy.

Of course we expect that there will be dissenting
voices that will urge government to tread cautiously
in this latter respect, given our predilection for con-
sumption and the consequential damaging effect on
the foreign reserves of the country. Informed public
discussion and debate, rather than partisan political
posturing should best resolve this difficulty.
Ultimately, nonetheless, the policy decision as to the
preferable option will be the responsibility of those
who are constitutionally entrusted with the manage-
ment of the national treasury.

Editorial

Oil prices and
governance

By Regina Selman Moore

IT seems that as the year
opens, educational chal-
lenges have risen to the
fore and both teachers
and students are up in
arms over a number of is-
sues.

President of the
Barbados Union of
Teachers, Pedro
Shepherd, on the one
hand was quoted as say-
ing that he had hoped
that a number of issues in
relation to problems
teachers have been expe-
riencing at the Alma
Parris School as well as
Parkinson Memorial
would have been ad-
dressed coming over in
the year 2015, but up
until Friday morning,
January 2nd, 2015 when
a meeting was held at the
Ministry of Education's
Elsie Payne Complex in
St. Michael, they were
not.

Noting that the year
2014 was a frustrating
one for the BUT, he said
in the press that the BUT
spent many waking
hours meeting with and
trying to appease teach-
ers at the Alma Parris
School and the Parkinson
School, while dealing
with situations at

Grazettes, Ellerton
Primary and numerous
other meetings. Following
the meeting with top ed-
ucational officials, he
made it clear that he was
no more informed this
year than he was the year
before, about how the sit-
uation at both schools
would be resolved.

Noting that it would be
calling out its entire
membership, The BUT
sought to do that earlier
this week by convening a
Special General Meeting
at Solidarity House and
at the end, the BUT de-
cided to give the Ministry
of Education, Science,
Technology and
Innovation two weeks to
give the Union some indi-
cation as to the status of
the current investigation
being conducted at the
Parkinson Secondary
School; and two weeks to
indicate as well what the
plan of action is, which is
being instituted at the
Alma Parris Secondary
School. The Union also
noted that it is giving the
Ministry of Civil Service
six weeks to complete the
appointment of all tem-
porary teachers in
Barbados.

Well, we will have to
wait and see what the

outcome will be in a few
weeks’ time. In the mean-
time, my concern has to
do with the teaching and
learning environment at
these schools and
whether students are re-
ally benefitting as they
should in the school envi-
ronment, where such is-
sues as articulated in the
press, exist.

Now fast forward to the
issue of the Nigerian stu-
dents who are currently
here in Barbados, but
who are making it clear
that they are not happy
with their present accom-
modation and are asking
to be relocated.
Apparently, word is that
Government will be inter-
vening in the matter,
even though government
had no direct hand in the
arrangement which saw
the students coming here
to study at the Barbados
Community College.
However, I do believe that
some intervention needs
to be made, as this issue
has the potential to have
a number of spin off ef-
fects. I will await the out-
come of this one as well.

Now for another mat-
ter I heard raised on
radio this week.
Apparently, some parents
are claiming that as

teachers are drawn away
from schools to attend
union meetings, some
students are taking the
opportunity to get up to
mischief, while on the
school compound. Now
we all know the saying,
“when the cat is away, the
mice will play”. However,
I do believe that trouble
makers will likely be in
the minority and those
parents who have at-
tempted to bend the tree
while young, may not
have to fear too much
about what their children
are up to while at school
on a whole. However,
with that said, children
will be children and we
really need to get back on
track where educating
our young ones is con-
cerned and ensure that
they really can leave
school with a good foun-
dation.

Finally, I am happy
that the students at
Grazettes Primary are
back in place at the
school compound and out
of conditions that may
have been a bit trying on
them, space wise. I really
and truly hope there are
no more environmental
issues plaguing that edu-
cational compound, as we
go forward.

LONDON – Al Qaeda mil-
itants in Syria are plotting
attacks to inflict mass ca-
sualties in the West, possi-
bly against transport sys-
tems or “iconic targets",
the head of Britain’s MI5
Security Service said on
Thursday.

Speaking after gunmen
killed 12 people in an as-
sault on a French satirical
newspaper, MI5 boss
Andrew Parker warned a
strike on the United
Kingdom was highly
likely.

“A group of core al
Qaeda terrorists in Syria
is planning mass casualty
attacks against the West,”
Director General Parker
said in a rare public
speech at MI5 headquar-
ters in London. His last
public speech was in

October 2013.
In the speech, planned

before the killings in Paris,
Parker said seasoned al
Qaeda militants in Syria
aimed to “cause large-
scale loss of life, often by
attacking transport sys-
tems or iconic targets” in
the West.

Al Qaeda killed nearly
3,000 people by attacking
the United States with hi-
jacked passenger planes
on September 11, 2001.
Militants inspired by the
group killed 52 commuters
in London on July 7, 2005
with suicide bombs.

Al Qaeda’s leader
Osama bin Laden was
killed by U.S. special forces
in 2011, and the threat
posed by the network to
the West seemed to recede
in recent years.

But spies in Europe and
the United States have
been troubled that al
Qaeda militants from
Pakistan have appeared in
wartorn Syria, in what
some intelligence analysts
say could be part of a plot
to mount a major attack
against the West.

Thursday’s stark warn-
ing from one of the West’s
most influential spymas-
ters mirrors a growing
concern among Western
political leaders and their
Arab allies about the
threat from the cauldron
of militant groups in Syria
and Iraq.

Parker said around 600
British extremists had
traveled to Syria, many
joining the militant group
which calls itself “Islamic
State” and has taken con-

trol of swathes of Iraq and
Syria.

The group, an offshoot
of al Qaeda, has beheaded
two U.S. journalists and an
American and two British
aid workers in an effort to
put pressure on a U.S.-led
international coalition
bombing its fighters in
Syria.

Islamic State militants
in Syria were plotting at-
tacks on Britain and mak-
ing sophisticated use of so-
cial media to incite British
nationals to carry out vio-
lence, Parker said.

MI5, established in 1909
to counter German espi-
onage ahead of World War
One,had stopped three po-
tentially deadly “terrorist
plots” against the United
Kingdom in recent
months, he said.

Britain’s MI5 chief warns of
mass attacks on West

2015’s education woes
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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Yesterday: Nil
For the month:  7.3 mm
For the year:  7.3 mm

London: 07 °C FAIR
Boston: -08 °C FAIR
Montreal: -14 °C OVERCAST / LIGHT SNOW
Toronto: -10 °C CLOUDY
New York: -07 °C FAIR
Miami: 21 °C PARTLY CLOUDY 6:23 am 5:48 pm

High: 6:40 am 
& 6:20 pm

Low: 12:05 am
& 12:09 p.m.

Max: 29.3 °C
Min: 23.7 °C

Partly cloudy to cloudy at times and
breezy with some scattered showers.

MEDIA exposure can be a double-edged
sword as the Government’s self-ap-
pointed ‘talk on everything’ spokesman
discovered last Tuesday. Although
Donville Inniss was part of a panel on
Brass Tacks in his capacity as Minister of
Industry, International Business,
Commerce and Small Business
Development, he opened himself, and by
extension the Government, to a shred-
ding by both the other members of the
panel and callers at large.

Whenever he could not give a credible
defense of the Government’s perform-
ance, the Minister challenged both callers
and fellow panelists to identify what they
would do to turn around the economy as
if this would somehow grant the
Government an amnesty from the charge
of its failure to effectively manage the
economy.

While we do not envy the Minister his
role of trying to defend the performance
of the Minister of Finance, we loathe his
response to what one of his fellow pan-
elists described as legitimate critiques of
the reality facing the country.

He bobbed and weaved around the crit-
icisms of the Government by asking

Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Lisa Gale what the private sec-
tor was doing to contribute to growth in
the economy. She was clear that private
capital that has taken a beating from in-
creased taxation, under capitalization
and falling revenues, would be hard
pressed to invest in this climate, partic-
ularly where there is a lack of confidence
in the Government.

He then went on to complain about
callers who could only call to criticize and
offered no solutions.

When reminded of the paltry rating ac-
corded the country on business facilita-
tion, the Minister took a swing at Lynette
Holder of the Small Business Association,
by challenging her to say what she was
doing to get some action going. What he
got in return was a targeted upper cut
that caused him to splutter nonsensically
about there being no shortage of long talk
in the country.

The Minister asked for specifics.What
he got from Miss Holder was embarrass-
ing details on matters with which he
ought to be already well acquainted – a
bridging loan for agro-processing supply-
ing Tesco in the UK, ICT entrepreneur-

ship to position Barbadians to take their
services across the globe and fostering
an entrepreneurial culture in primary
school aged children to chart the way for-
ward.

The fact that he left the studio imme-
diately after the programme and did not
engage in any post-show conversation
may have been to have a quiet moment
to think of the wisdom of trying to shove
the blame for the country’s poor economic
performance onto bodies other than the
government.

The strategy did not work.
The Minister should reflect in his quiet

moments of a time when his Government
was being offered specific advice by the
former Prime Minister on the floor of the
House that his response at that time was
for the gentleman to shut up and sit
down.

He should reflect on the several occa-
sions when Opposition Leader Mia
Mottley has given the Government spe-
cific advice, which has been steadfastly
ignored by his side.

Reflect as well he should on the advice
that has come from many quarters – pro-
fessional, private sector and academia –

over the course of the last six years and
the last four in particular that has fallen
on deaf ears and infertile minds.

I suppose we ought to be grateful that
he is now asking for solutions, although
we are of the view that this is a ploy to de-
flect accountability and responsibility
away from the Government.

In the event it was an attempt to mo-
tivate the country into joining the recov-
ery effort it was ill-conceived and poorly
executed and left the audience more in-
sulted than inspired.

WE are at the end of our first full busi-
ness week for 2015. By now we should
have clearly identified our goals for the
year and have started the process of
working assiduously to accomplish them.
2015 can be a game changer for
Barbados, but we must all work together
as a country to see it happen.The adjust-
ments which were introduced in 2014 to
return the country to a growth path are
working. If we work together as a coun-
try to be more productive, entrepreneur-
ial, competitive and innovative we can
attain sustainable growth, social and eco-
nomic development.

All Barbadians must work together if
the country is to achieve its goal of sus-
tainable economic growth. It is not just
the responsibility of the government.
Every Barbadian even the children have
a role to play.

In every sector of the Barbadian soci-
ety we must endeavour to be the best we
can be. In hospitality, we must deliver
superior service. In the retail sector, we
must make our customers want to re-
turn and do business with us. In the
healthcare sector, our ability to provide
world renowned convalescent care should
be a talking point. Our thorough and ef-
ficient financial services should be sought
by persons from all areas of the world. In
agriculture our limited land space should

be craftily cultivated so that we can con-
tribute more to our nutritional needs.
Our manufacturing industry should be
regarded for its creativity, ingenuity and
quality which we consistently deliver at
high standards. Even within our schools
our children should be so keen to excel
and develop their varying talents so that
they too can contribute to growth and de-
velopment of their country Barbados and
beyond.

A holistic and team approach is what is
needed to move this country forward. It
should not be, what the government is
doing or what is the opposition doing but
what are we doing. All Barbadians and
those who love this country need to work
together.

We must be aware of the potential dam-
age which we can inflict to our efforts to
move this country forward when by our
words and action we try to pull it down.
In 2015 let us try to change our outlook
on life by spending time highlighting
those things which are positive. Instead
of predicting and spreading prophesies of
doom and gloom restock your vocabulary
with words of hope and encouragement.
This positive mind set and outlook will
help us to seize the opportunities which
are within our grasp for the taking.
Optimism is the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can be done with-

out hope and confidence.
As we look around the country we can

see many bright spots and rays of hope.
This winter tourist’s season is out per-
forming the previous years.At the end of
November 2014, arrivals from the UK
had increased by 9.1% over the same pe-
riod in the previous year. We have se-
cured increased airlift from the USA and
Canada with the introduction of the
Delta flights and Air Canada utilizing
larger air crafts for this route. A trip to
the Carlisle Bay area or Oistins over the
weekend and one can see first-hand that
Barbados is having a bumper winter
tourist season. The opportunities for
growth and development are there at our
fingertips. We have to be confident and
bold enough to make use of it.

The resilience of Barbadians can be
seen in the villages and in the market
place. Persons are utilizing their talent
and skills to create employment opportu-
nities through cottage industries. This
determination will help us to achieve our
goals.

As the year 2015 continues to unfold a
number of major investment projects are
poised to get started.These projects, such
as the re-opening of the brand new
Sandals Casuarina and the start of major
hotel development projects will bring
about employment opportunities and

much needed foreign exchange to the
country.

If we focus on the positives which are
happening around us we would acknowl-
edge that Barbados has survived the eco-
nomic storm. By embracing and the op-
portunities and working together to en-
hance our competitive edge this country
is poised to reap sustainable economic
growth and development.

In this year, let us put away the nega-
tivity and focus on the positives. Be opti-
mistic and use our creativity and ability
to move us forward. Let us continue to
work together as a nation to build a
stronger country. For 2015 do not talk
defeat. Use words like hope, belief, faith,
victory.

Donny on the spot

Working together in hope
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804 –1864) 
American author

Frederick Douglass
African-American social 

reformer and stateman
“Seek good, and not evil, that
ye may live: and so the Lord,
the God of hosts, shall be with
you, as ye have spoken. Hate
the evil, and love the good,
and establish judgment in the
gate: it may be that the Lord
God of hosts will be gracious
unto the remnant of Joseph.”

– Amos 5:14-15

“Happiness is like a butterfly
which, when pursued, is always
beyond our grasp, but, if you will
sit down quietly, may alight upon
you.” 

“Where justice is denied,
where poverty is enforced,
where ignorance prevails, and
where any one class is made to
feel that society is an organized
conspiracy to oppress, rob and
degrade them, neither persons
nor property will be safe.”

SAFETY

Luck runs out but safety
is good for life. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ADVOCATE PUBLISHERS (2000) INC, FONTABELLE • FAX: 434-1000 • E-MAIL: letters@barbadosadvocate.com

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

“Homophobia … is a psycho-
logical abnormality. Those af-
flicted should be quarantined
and denied employment.” – Dr.
Richard Isay (Letter to The New
York Times)

“We have an agenda to create
a society in which homosexual-
ity is regarded as healthy, nat-
ural, and normal. To me that is
the most important agenda
item.” – Urvashi Vaid

DR. ISAY’S letter (and
Urvashi’s agenda item) is bear-
ing fruit worldwide, most re-
cently in Atlanta where fire
chief Kelvin Cochran was, well,
fired. He published a book that
expressed his personal beliefs
about marriage and family
based on Scripture. The public
was assured that Cochran was
fired for his inability to lead a
diverse workforce, but that is
code for the mayor acquiesced
to LGBT activists. There is
nothing the so-called diversity
crowd loves more than shut-
ting out views that do not line

up with their vision of diver-
sity.

Anyways, two points about
the privacy and the so-called
“forcing of religious morality”
on other people through law.

It cannot be said enough: the
right to privacy is not mutu-
ally exclusive to public inter-
ests, since private acts can
have very public consequences.
The public has every right to
voice concerns about these con-
sequences (especially when it
involves their tax dollars).

A recent piece by Robert P.
George, aptly titled, “Private
acts and public interests”
should go some way in clear-
ing up much of the muddle-
headed thinking on this so-
called privacy argument.

He begins, “Theorists of pub-
lic morality – from the ancient
Greek philosophers and
Roman jurists on – have no-
ticed that apparently private
acts of vice, when they multiply
and become widespread, can
imperil important public inter-
ests. This fact embarrasses
philosophical efforts to draw a

sharp line between ‘private’
morality, which is not subject to
law, and public actions that
may rightly be subjected to
legal regulation.”

The “right to privacy” cannot
be used to silence objections
about the effects or conse-
quences of acts committed in
private. Justice Scalia’s dis-
senting opinion in Lawrence v
Texas (where he all but 
predicted the redefinition of
marriage) also sheds some
light on this issue but space
does not permit.

Second point. All laws –
whether prescriptive or prohib-
itive – legislate morality.
Period.The idea that we cannot
legislate morality is complete
nonsense. We cannot legislate
anything but. People only
whine about laws of a moral or
religious bent when the moral
issue in question is one with
which they disagree. Attempt
to car jack them and see how
fast they quote you, “Thou
shalt not steal”. To which you
should reply, “That is true for
you but not for me.” The idea

that we can separate law from
morality is as silly as it is im-
possible.

Reverend Eugene Rivers, in
his letter, “On the Respon-
sibility of Intellectuals in the
Age of Crack”, wondered “what
substantive differences there
are between the moral decay of
the young drug dealers on the
block and that of the elite intel-
lectuals who prostitute them-
selves while contributing to a
moral and ideological frame-
work indispensable to the jus-
tification of inequality”.

I wonder the same about the
supposed intellectual elite who
prostrate themselves at the
altar of sodomy in spite of the
medical evidence. British doc-
tor David Delvin asserted that,
“anal intercourse carries a
higher transmission risk [of
HIV] than almost any other
sexual activity”. The medical
evidence is legion, so why are
we encouraging this and sup-
posedly trying to get to zero
new infections? We can’t be se-
rious, but what else is new?

ADRIAN SOBERS

New year, same bullying tactics
OPINIONS may differ with no
reference to truth: but fact is
incontestable (even when it
does not rhyme).

Rush Lumbaugh protests the
portrayal of James Bond by a
black actor as if fictional char-
acters have an intrinsic colour
(and Othello was never played
by a white man!) Ian Fleming
conceived and gave birth to
James Bond in Jamaica, West
Indies.

A child is the native of the
country in which it was born, so
that there are black Scots,
Welsh, English and Irish as 
citizens of the United Kingdom
with no official discrimination
on the basis of colour, which
would prevent them from being
employed by MI5 James Bond’s
employer.

The same might not be true
or probable of the CIA opera-
tive even as a black
Republican, although ironi-
cally, a disproportionate 
number of US boots in relation
to the population, on foreign
soil in wars of contentious
morality are black, while the
same proportion unarmed are
shot on the streets of the land
of the free and home of the
brave for their own protection
and security from present 
danger.

With scepticism as the 
hallmark of pervasive US
mass communications media,
that racial discrimination 
will persist through the 
profiling of blacks typecast as 
policemen, janitors, and the
like in concert with the 
opinions of Rush Lumbaugh on
the propriety of artistic 
licence.

All of this would not be 
important commentary if
Barbados was not so sus-
ceptible to imitation of every-
thing decadent in American
culture.

LEONARD 
ST.HILL

I AM totally amazed at the 
levels homosexuals and their
bargaining bodies will go to get
their way in this country.

Now when sanctions are im-
posed by international agen-
cies on Barbados, who will it
affect? Only straight people?
The homosexuals must stop
their bullying tactics and face
reality that not everyone sub-
scribes to this unnatural way of
living.

The high levels of emotional
stress which lead to suicidal
thoughts among homosexuals
are not because Barbadian so-
ciety does not accept them; it is
because they themselves don’t
accept themselves.

The rational behind asking
for sanctions against your own
country is folly. When I read

Genesis chapter 19:9, the
Sodomites back then had the
same approach to getting their
own way with the men that
came under Lot’s roof: “And
they said, Stand back.And they
said again, This one fellow
came in to sojourn, and he will
needs be a judge: now will we
deal worse with thee, than with
them. And they pressed sore
upon the man, even Lot, and
came near to break the door”.

In 2015 they are in the
process of breaking down
doors, pressing government
after government, nation after
nation by whatever means 
necessary to achieve their
goals – by threats, by making
themselves seem like victims
to gain sympathy. Bullying tac-
tics, I say! 

“But the men put forth their
hand, and pulled Lot into the
house to them, and shut to the
door. And they smote the men
that were at the door of the
house with blindness, both
small and great: so that they
wearied themselves to find the
door”. (Genesis 19:10-11)

Our God’s response was swift
and decisive, even as the ho-
mosexuals pushed to get what
they call rights. The homosex-
ual agenda is about redefining
what constitutes marriage,
male, female, family, which is
an affront to God and anyone
who knows him.

I want to warn the
LGBT/BGLAD that the re-
sponse of God will again be
swift against such an aggres-
sive ideology. Homosexuality is

a sin and through Jesus
Christ’s blood one can be
cleansed. However, if you con-
tinue to push against God, he
will push back.

“Know ye not that the un-
righteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not de-
ceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind. Nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God”. (1
Corinthians 6:9-10)

We the Barbadian commu-
nity will not be bullied to
change our laws to facilitate
same-sex marriages and prac-
tices.

LESTER CARTER

Barbadians will not be pushed around

Dangerous
profiling
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IN recent years the 
issue of inequality has be-
come a major talking
point at the global level.
Inequality has sparked
several social move-
ments, including the
Occupy Wall Street move-
ment and the Arab
Spring. Slogans such as
“We are part of the 99%”
became the rallying cries
of many ordinary people.
These protesters believed
they were being disad-
vantaged by affluent mi-
norities in their country,
who controlled every as-
pect of society and were
generally accountable to
no one.

Inequality comes in
several dimensions and of
course there is no perfect
society. Some might
argue that perfection will
never be achieved and
that the poor will always
be with us, therefore
there is little which can
be done to change such.
In doing so they might
point to the failings 
of political ideologies and
systems such as Com-
munism, the brain child
of German Historian Karl
Marx. Marx believed that
a classless society could
be achieved if economic
inequality was elimi-
nated.

Marx’s suggestions 
have long been refuted as
utopic and unattainable.
However, despite the fail-
ings of his ideology,
Marx’s analysis is still
very relevant as the
world continues to grap-
ple with increasing levels
of inequality and the
myriad other effects it

has caused. Discussion
around the topic has
gathered such momen-
tum that numerous re-
ports and studies are cur-
rently being conducted,
particularly as world
leaders seek to review the
Millennium Development
Goals towards year end.

In 2014, researchers
with the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation
and Development
(OECD) produced a re-
port estimating that the
gap between the richest
10 per cent and the poor-
est 10 per cent in several
developed countries was
at its highest in 30 years.

The OECD report enti-
tled “Trends in Income
Inequality and its Impact
on Economic Growth”
highlighted that while
the income of those at the
top did not negatively af-
fect economic stability,
the dwindling income of
those at the bottom cer-
tainly does. It further
noted that in times of
plenty the incomes of the
poorest grow slowly and
decreased in times of re-
cession.

The long-term effect of
this growing disparity is
the creation of two groups
in society bitterly antag-
onistic to each other. One
in which the wealthy
have very few problems,
while in contrast the
working class continues
to suffer with little to
cushion the impact of eco-
nomic hardship.

It also means that the
global campaign to re-
duce poverty will be re-
versed and that social

problems such as crime
are likely to increase.

One can also image
that further inequality
will affect the life chances
of children coming from
poor homes. In many
countries access to edu-
cation and training op-
portunities are costly and
will continue to be out of
the reach of poor chil-
dren. With the inability
to access education and
skills to improve their job
prospects or to bargain
for higher wages, one can
see the cycle of poverty
being perpetuated among
lower income households.

A similar but broader 
report entitled
“Inequality in Latin
America and the
Caribbean” was produced
by the Economic Com-
mission for Latin
America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) a
decade ago. ECLAC noted
that besides Sub-
Saharan Africa, our re-
gion rated as the most
unequal in the world.The
report emphatically
stated that every aspect
of life in Latin American
and the Caribbean was
affected by pervasive in-
equality; from income
and consumption pat-

terns to  political influ-
ence and access to educa-
tion and health care.

It is not difficult to
trace the roots of inequal-
ity to the historical set-
tlement of the region.
Inequality was en-
trenched for centuries;
the settlement of the
Caribbean saw race and
class tied together in a
closed system of stratifi-
cation. For centuries, a 
person’s skin colour de-
termined his or her occu-
pation, access to re-
sources and the freedom
they enjoyed. The
Caribbean has been
transformed since the era

of the plantation with 
inequality being con-
siderably reduced
through progressive 
policies by Caribbean
governments.

However, there are
those who argue that the
Caribbean is still seeing
very high levels of in-
equality. Scholars such as
George Beckford have
highlighted that al-
though the plantation era
has long gone, the basic
structure of the planta-
tion system remains with
us, as a few persons still
control the majority of
the region’s wealth as
well as wield  their influ-
ence in political decision
making.

There clearly is no easy
solution to inequality, but
greater research and
campaigning must be
done to highlight its im-
pact. For this reason the
OECD report is timely. It
investigated whether in-
equality had a major im-
pact on economic growth

and found that those
countries with higher lev-
els of income equality
grew less than those with
lower inequality levels.

Addressing the prob-
lem is therefore para-
mount if countries –
whether developed or de-
veloping – are to see
stronger growth pros-
pects. Tax redistribution
policies, improved 
educational opportunities
especially for children
and youth, along with
promoting employment
creation and skills train-
ing for the disadvantaged
are all possible solutions.

The important lesson
for Caribbean countries
is that taking concrete
steps to reduce inequal-
ity not only leads to im-
proved social conditions,
but improved and sus-
tained economic growth.
Caribbean countries
must therefore make the
reduction of inequality in 
all forms a priority for
2015.
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Reducing inequality must be 
a priority for the Caribbean in 2015

PM ON PEACE from
Back Page

He added, “When we
stop being a zone of
peace, and certainly
when Barbados stops
being the paradise that
you have known it to be
over all the years that
you have been coming
here, that is when we are
not going to see you any
more, and we have a
vested interest in ensur-
ing that you continue to

come to Barbados be-
cause…the tourism sec-
tor is the lead sector of
our economy”.

With the sector con-
tributing 12 per cent of
the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
PM Stuart noted that it
is the lead earner of 
foreign exchange, which
is very important as
Barbados is essentially
an importing economy,
which then relies on the
foreign currency which

visitors to the island
spend when they stay
here.

“That is why a solemn
obligation devolves on
the shoulders on all 
of us to make sure that
Barbados continues to be
as hospitable a destina-
tion as possible, so that
not only will you keep
coming, but that you will
feel moved to encourage
your friends and rela-
tives to join you here as
well,” he encouraged.

Country must do its best
to encourage tourism
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THE Barbados Museum
and Historical Society, in
collaboration with the
British High Commission,
is embarking on an oral
history project to
commemorate the

centenary of the First
World War.

The project is designed
to record and document
information handed down
from veterans of the First
World War to their

descendants. The
information will be used in
the creation of a short
educational documentary
about the war.

Persons descended from
a veteran of the First World

War who have stories
about their experiences in
that conflict, are asked to
contact the Barbados
Museum and Historical
Society at 427-0201, by
Thursday, January 15.

By Patricia Thangaraj

EVERY individual in a
family can be a faithful
follower of Jesus
Christ.

This is coming from Co-
Founder of Restoration
Ministries International,
Pastor Joy Durant who
spoke with The
Barbados Advocate
recently at their newly
renovated church.

She said that some
persons often say that
there would always be at
least one family member
who would backslide or
not follow God
wholeheartedly, but this
is something that she
strongly tells the women
in her church not to
believe about their own
children.

“I have heard people say
‘you know there would
always be one that is
outside.’ I don’t believe in
that for one moment, and

I am the leader to the
Women’s Ministry and I
say to the ladies, don’t you
ever accept that. Don’t
you ever accept that any
of your children have to
be outside of the
Kingdom.”

One of the ways that
they can ensure that this
does not happen is to have
a strong prayer life, she
stated.

“You can encourage
them to pay, and if you
pray and ask God to show
you when things are going
wrong in their lives. You
don’t beat them over the
head, but you love them
and you pray them
through the different
situations and God
works.”

Mrs. Durant said that it
was through this prayer
that she was able to guide
her sons regardless of the
situation that they would
be in. And providing the

Christian discipline was
important to her as it
ensured that she played
her part as their mother.

“My sons would be a
little scared because
anytime something is
happening with them, the
Lord would show it to me.
And I am able to say, you
know I dreamt such and
such and then there it is,
they have to own up, you
know. But I believe that it
is very important because
I, as a parent, would not
like to know that I am
heading into eternity and
my offspring are
somewhere out there in
the hands of the enemy.”

Her husband and Co-
Founder of Restoration,
Senator Reverend Dr.
David Durant agreed,
adding that this has
always been the principal
that they applied to their
own children from the
time they were small and

this has extended to other
family members as well,
who are all part of
Durant’s church.

“That is in our case. Our
sons as Joy said, they are
serving the Lord, the
three of them. My father
is here and stepmother,
and he is one of the oldest
in the church. And I have
brothers and sisters who
are here as well in the
church and they are
involved in the Ministry
because they see me and
my family, so they also
came in. So it is not only
my immediate family, but
the extended family as
well that are following
Christ. So that is a nice
feeling that you get when
you see your brothers and
you see your father all
involved in the church.
The family unit is the
strongest institution in
the earth and we need to
cherish it.”

Centenary of the First World
War to be commemorated

No one left out in the home
A view of Restoration Ministries.

WHEN there are strong
family units within the
communities, not only
would that community be
strong, but the various
institutions within those
communities such as the
church would also be
strong.

This is coming from Co-
Founder of Restoration
Ministries International,
Senator Pastor David
Durant who spoke with
The Barbados Advocate
recently at their newly
renovated church.

“The family is the
strongest and greatest
institution within the
nation. Without strong
families we have
dysfunctional
communities; and the
stronger the family unit
is, the stronger the
community would become.
Likewise, that goes for the
church as well. When
there are strong families
within the church, then
you have a strong church
growing up, so when you
see entire households
being saved here, the
husband, the wife, the
children also come in.
Even an uncle, a brother
as well coming in. You
know, we are fascinated
with that.”

His wife, Pastor Joy
Durant, also Co-Founder
of Restoration, agreed

stating that this is one of
the reasons why they
stress the importance of
family in their church.

“So we stress the
importance of having the
family come in and pray
for their salvation, pray
for them every day for
whatever they need to do,
pray them into the
Kingdom. It is very
important. It is lovely to
see that family unit, and
when you look around the
community, yes, you find
sometimes, parents in the
church and their children
are not saved. I encourage
them not to give up, not to
write them off, not to
abandon them – because
at the end of the day, they
are yours and God would
change them.”

And the Durants do not
just talk, but are leading
from the front with their
three sons actively
involved in Ministry.
David Junior, 33, an
engineer at the Grantley
Adams International
Airport (GAIA), is
involved in the Sports
Ministry of the church and
he also works with the
young people occasionally.
Jonathan, 31, an Actuary
is involved with a worship
group in the USA, and
Timothy, 28, a Teacher at
Queen’s College is fully in
charge of the youth. (PJT)

Strong families lead to
strong communities
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THE first ever training
course in photovoltaic
installations on the island
begins this month at the
Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic (SJPP).

Considered the premier
trainer in technical and
vocational education and
training (TVET), this
tertiary level institution
will have the distinction of
launching the programme,
Photovoltaic Installations
1, on Tuesday, January 20.

In explaining the
rationale behind its start-
up, SJPP’s Curriculum
Development Industrial
Liaison Officer (Ag.),
Audrey Jones-Drayton,
said: “Last year, the
Polytechnic undertook a
Labour Market Survey in
collaboration with Sault
(pronounced ‘su’) College
in Sainte Marie, Ontario,
Canada. We wanted to
project the occupational
demands over the next few
years and ensure our
curriculum remained
relevant to market
demand.

“The survey indicated
that approximately 200
persons need to be trained

in renewable energy-
related areas.So,with this
course, what we are really
launching is renewable
energy education in
Barbados. And, we are
expecting there will be
great interest in it and a
high level of
participation.”

Noting that in 2014 the
SJPP had, under the
Caribbean Education for
Employment (C-EFE)
programme, partnered
with Sault College,
Canada’s most highly
recognised training
institution in the field of
renewable energy, Ms.
Jones-Drayton declared:
“Through this
partnership, the
Polytechnic will
strengthen the capacity of
its staff to manage and
deliver demand-driven,
learner-centred,
competency-based
education towards the
Caribbean Vocational
Qualification (CVQ) in
renewable energy, among
other outcomes.”

Special attention is
being given to career
guidance, gender

mainstreaming, Prior-
Learning Assessment and
Recognition (PLAR) and
entrepreneurship, all
fundamental to creating a
skilled workforce and
thriving industry in
renewable energy, thus
reducing the nation’s
dependency on foreign
energy fuel. And, this
partnership is further
strengthened by support
from the Technical
Vocational and
Educational Training
(TVET) Council, as well as
the SJPP Advisory
Committee for Renewable
Energy, comprising
educators and leading
entrepreneurs and
manufacturers within the
industry.

Photovoltaic
Installations 1 is a 45-hour
two-credit course and
sessions will be conducted
on weekdays and on
Saturday mornings and
evenings. It targets
participants with either
one year in the solar
photovoltaic industry
and/or a Certificate or
Diploma in Electrical
Installation, or its

equivalent. At the end of
the course, graduates will
receive the SJPP Unit
Certificate in Photovoltaic
Installations 1 or the
National Vocational
Qualification in selected
units for Roofer - Fitter
Level 2.

The official launch of the
course on January 20 will
take place in the
auditorium of the SJPP,
Wildey, St. Michael at 4:45
p.m. Principal of the SJPP,
Hector Bell; President of
the Barbados Renewable
Energy Association
(BREA), Clyde Griffith;
and representatives from
the Ministries of
Education, Energy and
Labour, will address the
event.

An E-Message from
President of Sault College,
Dr. Ron Common, will also
be given, while a plaque in
recognition of the
inauguration of renewable
energy education at the
polytechnic will be
unveiled by SJPP’s
Principal, Hector Belle,
and donor Ralph ‘Bizzy’
Williams of Evergreen
Williams Limited.

IN its effort to have
offences such as buggery
removed from the law
books, BGLAD, the
Barbados Gays and
Lesbians Against
Discrimination will be
working on changing the
public’s negative
perception on
homosexuality.

Director Donnya
Piggott outlined that
Barbadian laws should
not have any place in
people’s bedrooms.

“We must recognise
that Barbados has one of
the harshest laws in the
Western Hemisphere as
it relates to LGBT
rights:- life
imprisonment. So what
this suggests is that since
buggery is not only
affiliated with LGBT
couples, it is infringing on
your right as a human
being. So if I am a man
and I want to engage in
this sexual act with my
wife, the law is telling me
that I cannot do it and
that should not be. It is a
matter of privacy, the law
should not be there in our
bedrooms!” she insisted.

Piggott therefore
outlined that BGLAD’s
strategy was to change
the mindset of society, in
order to have the law
repealed.

“For now our strategy
is to work on public
perception and educating
Bajans that just like
everyone else we go
jogging on mornings, we
drink coffee, we are
people! So once people
understand that our lives
are affected by the way
we are treated then
things will begin to
change,” she said noting
that this has to be done
one step at a time.

Speaking during a
recent televised
interview, she pointed out
that due to the
homophobia that was
evident in the Caribbean
societies, some youths
were at risk from
depression, substance
abuse, absence from
school due to the belief
that admitting that they
were gay would result in
them being discriminated
against.

(JMB)

STUDENTS who have
been exposed to the
Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme
are not yet making good
use of the online
reporting system set up
in local schools, to
accommodate the

anonymous reporting of
acts of bullying.

Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme
Consultant Shawn Clarke
recently noted this as a
concern, even as he
acknowledged that the
bullying prevention

programme itself has been
helping to reduce the
incidence of bullying in
secondary schools.

“If there is one regret
(that I have), it is that the
Sprigeo Online Reporting
System has not yet picked
up the way that we would

have liked it to,”Clarke told
The Barbados Advocate.

“We have received one
single report, but believe it
or not that report was from
the Coleridge and Parry
School, but we have not
received any reports from
the [other] participating

schools,”he acknowledged.
Clarke explained that

the problem may lie with
the marketing and
promotion at the schools in
particular where the
Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme
has been carried out.

“(The system) is already
active.However,I think the
problem with that is the
marketing and the
promotion of the actual
online systems within the
schools themselves.Yes,we
would have distributed
posters and so on, but I
really never got the
impression that, for
example,at full assembly it
is being pushed,” he
pointed out.

“Another shortcoming or
short fall I think, is because
children in schools are not
necessarily allowed to use
cellphones and so on, so
they don’t have these
devices readily available to
log a report as a bullying
case happens or as they
observe something,”
Supreme Counselling’s
CEO added.

Clarke nevertheless
revealed that he has a plan

in place to address the
situation.

“We have put in place a
marketing plan,a strategy,
to promote the online
reporting system over the
next two months or so,
which would include
sending letters home to all
the parents, informing
them of the online system
as well as giving (students)
tips as well as guidelines
on how to log on to the
system and step by step
instructions on making the
reports,” Clarke stated.

Clarke also told this
newspaper that the
managing director of the
United States based
Sprigeo Software
Programme, Joe Bruzzese
has also made a donation of
nine tablets to be
distributed amongst the
schools and placed at
various points throughout
the schools so that students
can make the necessary
reports.

“We have already
distributed these tablets,
but it’s just to market the
entire online system”
Clarke however stressed.
(RSM)

Online reporting of school bullying underutilised

Inaugural photovoltaic
installation course at SJPP

BGLAD speaks
on rights, laws

The official launch of the course on January 20 will take place in the auditorium of the SJPP.

        



THERE is a call for
passenger planes to
start reporting their
position every 15
minutes.

The International
Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO)
would like the tracking
system to become
effective as early as this
year, so that airlines
could begin to
implement the
procedures.

The new standard
would be part of a global
tracking initiative in
the aftermath of the
disappearance of
Malaysia Airlines flight
MH370.

John Illson, Chief of
ICAO’s Operational
Safety Section said the
standard, if adopted,
could go into effect soon.

“Well the proposal is
to ensure that aircraft
operating in oceanic
airspace that is not
covered by an air
navigation surveillance
system such as radar,
that these aircrafts
report the back to their
operations at least on a
15 minute basis to
ensure that the position
of the aircraft is known
on a more frequent
basis than is currently
the situation today.”

“Countries would
need time to create the
regulations and rules
before the standard
become mandatory,”
Illson added.

ICAO could effectively
force airlines to act
because the standards
it sets typically become
regulatory
requirements in its 191
member states, which
includes Barbados.
However, it was noted
that the agency prefers
to make decisions by
consensus. (TL/PR)
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Report aircraft position every 15 minutes
for safety - Barbados among member states

ICAO could
effectively force
airlines to act
because the
standards it sets
typically become
regulatory
requirements in
its 191 member
states, which
includes
Barbados. 
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(Due to a slight error in the final
paragraph of this article which
was published in our Thursday
January 8th edition, we are
publishing the corrected version
in full today.)

By Wang Yi
Minister of Foreign Affairs

AS a Chinese saying puts it,
once a commitment of
gathering is made, friends
will come for it despite a
distance of several thousand
miles.As the new year begins,
foreign ministers and
representatives from the
Community of Latin
American and Caribbean
States (CELAC) countries are
coming to Beijing to attend
the inaugural Ministerial
Meeting of the China-CELAC
Forum scheduled for 8-9
January, an important event
in the relations between
China and Latin America and
the Caribbean.

To many Chinese, Latin
America and the Caribbean is a
distant fascinating region. Since
becoming foreign minister,I have
visited the region four times,
either with Chinese leaders or on
my own.During each time,I have
seen the benefits our cooperation
has brought to our peoples and
keenly felt the desire of Latin
America and Caribbean countries
to grow relations with China.

To strengthen solidarity and
cooperation with Latin America
and Caribbean countries as well
as other developing countries is a
pillar of China’s diplomacy.Since
the turn of the new century,
China and Latin America and
Caribbean countries have
achieved leapfrog growth in our
relations by pursuing common
development and intensifying

political, economic, cultural and
people-to-people exchanges.
Today,China is the second largest
trading partner of and the third
largest investor in Latin America
and the Caribbean. Mutually
beneficial cooperation in
resources and energy
development, infrastructure,
finance, agriculture,
manufacturing, high technology
and other sectors has come a long
way. China-Latin America and
the Caribbean relations, which
feature extensive common
interests and provide
development opportunity for both
sides, have been strengthened
and are well-positioned to achieve
even stronger growth.

Rapid global economic

integration has boosted cross-
regional cooperation. What both
China and Latin America and
Caribbean countries should do
now is to fully tap our respective
strengths and elevate our
relations to a higher level. To
develop a new platform for
pursuing collective cooperation is
a strategic choice made by both
sides in keeping with the trend of
our times.

Since 2013, Chinese President
Xi Jinping has for two years
visited Latin American and
Caribbean countries and met
with leaders from the region
many times on international and
multilateral occasions. The two
sides have had in-depth exchange
of views and reached important

agreement on advancing
collective cooperation between
China and Latin America and the
Caribbean.

In January 2014, the Special
Declaration on the
Establishment of the China-
CELAC Forum was adopted by
CELAC at its summit in Cuba. It
demonstrates the shared desire of
the Latin American and
Caribbean countries to boost
cooperation with China,and lays
a good foundation for establishing
the China-CELAC Forum.

In July 2014, the leaders of
China and Latin American and
Caribbean countries had a
successful landmark meeting in
Brazil. During the meeting,
President Xi Jinping called for
building a new relationship
between China and Latin
America and the Caribbean with
five salient features, namely,
sincerity and mutual trust in the
political field, win-win
cooperation on the economic
front,mutual learning in culture,
close coordination in
international affairs, as well as
mutual reinforcement between
China’s cooperation with the
region as a whole and its bilateral
relations with individual
countries in the region. This
initiative was echoed by the Latin
American and Caribbean
countries. The two sides
announced the establishment of a
comprehensive and cooperative
partnership of equality, mutual
benefit and common
development, and decided to
launch the China-CELAC Forum
and hold its inaugural Ministerial
Meeting at an early date. This
has set the course for growing
both bilateral China-Latin
America and the Caribbean
relations and boosting collective
cooperation between the two

sides.
The upcoming inaugural

Ministerial Meeting of the China-
CELAC Forum will turn the
vision of China-Latin America
and the Caribbean cooperation
into reality. A good beginning is
half way to success.I look forward
to working closely with my
colleagues of the CELAC member
states to conduct, in the spirit of
mutual respect, equality, mutual
benefit, win-win cooperation,
openness and inclusiveness, in-
depth discussions on important
issues concerning China-Latin
America and the Caribbean
cooperation such as its guiding
principles, priority areas and the
institutional arrangement of the
Forum. We are committed to
making the meeting a success so
that a good start will be made for
the China-CELAC Forum and for
sustaining collective cooperation
between the two sides.

We in China are now working
to advance socialism with
distinctive Chinese features and
deepen all-round reform and
opening-up, with the goal of
realising the Chinese dream of
great national renewal. The
people of Latin America and the
Caribbean,who are in quest for a
path of development suited to
their own national conditions,are
pursuing the Latin American
dream of unity, coordination,
development and reinvigoration.
As there is much in common
between the Chinese dream and
the Latin American dream, it is
now the right time for us to join
hands and realise our shared
dreams. China will work hand in
hand with Latin American and
Caribbean countries to boost the
comprehensive and cooperative
partnership between China and
Latin America and the
Caribbean.

THE U.S. trade deficit fell to an
11-month low in November as
declining crude oil prices curbed
the import bill, eclipsing a drop
in exports that could be related
to a labour dispute at one of the
nation’s key ports.

Other data on Wednesday
showed private employers
stepped up hiring last month, a
sign the U.S. economy was still
sailing along despite slowing
growth abroad.

The Commerce Department
said the trade gap narrowed 7.7
per cent to $39 billion, the
smallest since December 2013.

When adjusted for inflation,
the deficit fell to $47.8 billion
from $50.1 billion in October,
probably not enough to change
views trade would be a drag on
fourth-quarter gross domestic

product.
Trade contributed 0.8

percentage point to the third
quarter’s robust 5.0 per cent
annualised growth pace, which
was the fastest in 11 years.

Growth estimates for the
fourth quarter are currently
between a 2.5 per cent and 3.0
per cent rate. In addition to
trade, inventory accumulation is
also expected to restrict growth
after businesses restocked
warehouses faster than had been
anticipated in the third quarter.

But with lower gasoline prices
and a tightening labour market
expected to provide a tailwind to
consumer spending, the outlook
is bullish for the economy in
2015.

The firming labour market
was underscored by the ADP

National Employment Report,
which showed private payrolls
increased 241,000 in December
after rising 227,000 in
November.

The report, jointly developed
with Moody’s Analytics, came
ahead of the government’s more
comprehensive nonfarm payrolls
report on Friday, which includes
both public and private sector
employment.

U.S. stock index futures
extended gains on the
employment report. The dollar
was trading higher against a
basket of currencies.

In November, imports dropped
2.2 per cent to $235.4 billion, the
lowest since last February. The
value of petroleum imports was
the lowest since August 2009,
pushing the petroleum deficit to

its lowest level in nearly 11
years.

A domestic energy boom has
enabled the United States to
reduce its dependence on foreign
oil, easing pressure on the
current account deficit. In
November, the quantity of crude
oil imports was the lowest since
February 1994.

The average import oil price
dropped to $82.95 per barrel in
November, the lowest since
December 2010, from $88.47 in
October.

Lower oil prices should help to
temper the impact of non-
petroleum imports, which are
expected to rise because of
strengthening domestic demand
and a firming dollar.

Exports fell 1.0 per cent to
$196.4 billion in November.Both

exports and imports might have
been hobbled by a labour dispute
at West Coast ports, which has
been cited by businesses as
causing delays in the movement
of goods.

The decline in exports could
also be an early sign that a
slowing global economy was
starting to undercut demand for
U.S.-made goods.

Exports to the European
Union fell 7.7 per cent, while
those to Canada and Mexico –
the main U.S. trading partners –
also dropped sharply. Exports to
Japan tumbled 9.7 per cent.

Exports to China fell 3.9 per
cent, while imports from China
dropped 6.9 per cent, leaving the
politically sensitive trade gap
down 8.0 per cent at $29.9
billion.

U.S. trade deficit hits 11-month low

Jointly boost China-Latin America and the Caribbean
Comprehensive and Cooperative partnership

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 9th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.34956    2.39361              
Pound Sterling £ 3.00608    3.06243              
Canadian $ 1.68162 1.71679
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.34515        2.39361              
Pound Sterling £ 3.00043 3.06243              
Canadian $ 1.67844 1.71679              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.31124 2.40856 
Pound Sterling £ 2.95704 3.08156              
Canadian $ 1.66893 1.71830              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01747
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31622

THE number of
Americans filing new
claims for
unemployment benefits
fell last week and job
cuts declined for a
second straight month
in December, adding to
signs of a strengthening
labour market.

Initial claims for state
unemployment benefits
slipped by 4,000 to a
seasonally adjusted
294,000 for the week
ended Jan. 3, the Labour
Department said on
Thursday.

While that was a bit less
than Wall Street’s
expectations of a drop to
290,000, the trend in
claims remained
consistent with a steadily
tightening labor market.
At current levels, claims
probably have little room
to fall further.

The four-week moving
average of claims,
considered a better
measure of labour market
trends as it irons out week-

to-week volatility, dipped
by 250 to 290,500 last
week.

It has remained below
300,000 for 17 straight
weeks.

U.S. stock futures held
gains and U.S. Treasuries
trimmed losses after the
data. The dollar was up
against a basket of
currencies.

In a separate report,
global outplacement
consultancy Challenger,
Gray & Christmas said the
number of job cuts
announced by U.S.
employers fell 9.2 per cent
in December.

For the whole of 2014,
employers announced a
total of 483,171 job cuts.
That was five per cent
fewer than in 2013 and the
smallest number since
1997.

“This bodes well for job
seekers who will not only
find more employment
opportunities in 2015, but
will enjoy increased job
security once they are in

those new positions,” said
John A. Challenger, chief
executive officer of
Challenger, Gray &
Christmas.

Employment data
released so far point to
another month of solid job
gains in December and
support views of a strong
labour market this year.

The strengthening job
market backdrop could
bring the Federal Reserve
a step closer to raising its
short-term interest rate,
which it has kept near zero
since December 2008.

In minutes from its Dec.
16-17 policy meeting
published on Wednesday,
the U.S. central bank said
the labour market had
improved further and
added that slack was
continuing to diminish.

Reports on Wednesday
showed a jump in small
business hiring and
another month of solid
gains in private payrolls.

A survey of consumers
published last week by the

Conference Board showed
households in December
were more upbeat than
they had been in several
years about the prospect of
getting a job.

The government is
expected to report on
Friday that nonfarm
payrolls rose by 240,000 in
December after surging by
321,000 in November.That
would mark the 11th
consecutive month of job
gains above 200,000, the
longest stretch since 1994.

Overall employment
gains in 2014 are expected
to be the largest since
1999. The unemployment
rate is forecast slipping
one-tenth of a percentage
point to 5.7 per cent in
December,which would be
the lowest since June
2008.

Thursday’s claims report
showed the number of
people still receiving
benefits after an initial
week of aid increased by
101,000 to 2.45 million in
the week ended Dec. 27.

U.S. jobless claims dip, 2014
layoffs lowest in 17 years

OIL held above $51 a
barrel yesterday,supported
by a surprise drop in U.S.
inventories, as bulls and
bears searched for a floor to
the market’s second-
biggest rout.

Crude halted a four-
session decline on
Wednesday after U.S.crude
stockpiles fell and as data
showed that the U.S.
economy remained
resilient amid slowing
global growth.

Brent crude LCOc1 rose
12 cents to $51.27 by 0950
ET. It dropped as low as
$49.66 on Wednesday, the
lowest since April 29,2009.
U.S. crude CLc1 was at
$48.84, up 19 cents.

“This is just a technical
rebound after the massive
drop in previous days,”said
Carsten Fritsch,analyst at
Commerzbank,adding the
rout may not have
bottomed out.“I don’t think
we are there yet, given the
fundamental backdrop.”

Brent has plunged more
than half since June.
Downward pressure
remains strong as OPEC
and Russia show no sign of
cutting output despite a

supply glut and as major
economies in Europe and
Asia struggle with slowing
growth.

“We believe that the
market is testing water to
find where the bottom of
crude oil is and it seems for
now, $50 is the limit for
Brent,” Phillips Futures
analyst Daniel Ang wrote
in a daily note.

Data showing that
Germany’s industrial
orders fell more than
expected in November
pressured oil prices and
served as a reminder that a
recovery in Europe’s
largest economy remains
fragile.

The price slump has
sparked a buying spree by
China that led to record
crude imports in December,
according to Reuters
estimates that suggest the
top energy consumer
doubled the oil put aside
for strategic reserves in
2014 compared with 2013.

U.S. crude inventories
USOILC=ECI last week
fell 3.1 million barrels
compared with analyst
expectations for an
increase of 880,000 barrels.

Oil holds above
$51 as traders
search for floor

        



CASTRIES, St Lucia – Prime
Minister Dr Kenny Anthony
will deliver the feature ad-
dress at a conference mark-
ing the 100th birthday of Sir
W Arthur Lewis, the first St
Lucian and Caribbean na-
tional to be awarded a Nobel
Peace Prize.

The conference on January 23
is among a number of activities
being planned to celebrate the
life of the first of two Nobel
Laureates from St Lucia. Sir
Arthur was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Economics in 1979
while Derek Walcott received the
award for Literature in 1992.

The conference is being
planned by the Barbados-based
Caribbean Development Bank

(CDB), the University of the
West Indies (UWI) Vice
Chancellery, and the UWI Open
Campus St Lucia.

Sir Arthur served as the first
CDB president (1970-73) and
UWI Vice Chancellor (1962-63).
The two organisations, have es-
tablished a partnership with the
Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of
Social and Economic Studies
(SALISES) to mark the 
occasion with a variety of activ-
ities.

“A high point of these will be
the joint hosting of the 16th
Annual SALISES Conference by
the CDB and the UWI Vice
Chancellery, in association with
the UWI Open Campus Saint
Lucia.The conference will be cel-

ebrated as the W. Arthur Lewis
Centennial, under the theme
“Towards Caribbean Prosperity
and Happiness in an Equitable
and Sustainable World,” accord-
ing to an official statement is-
sued here.

It said that the sub-themes of
the conference will seek to cap-

ture the main topics covered in
Lewis’s work, the concerns
raised by his critics,and the con-
temporary issues to which schol-
ars believe his work can be ap-
plied.

The conference will be held
from January 14-16 and
SALISES said it will also be

holding its annual Sir Arthur
Lewis Distinguished Lecture in
St Lucia this year on January
15.

The lecture will be delivered
by the Director General of the
Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS),
Dr Didacus Jules.
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Sir W Arthur Lewis, was the first St Lucian and Caribbean national to be awarded a Nobel
Peace Prize.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Remittance inflows from the
Jamaica-Canada Employment
Programme contributed
Cdn$15.5 million (approxi-

mately $1.7 billion) to the
Jamaican economy during
2014.

Minister of Agriculture,
Labour and Social Security,

Derrick Kellier, who made the
disclosure, noted that the pro-
gramme, a vital source of for-
eign exchange remittances,
“continues to be a beacon of

hope and opportunity for thou-
sands of Jamaicans.”

Kellier was speaking at a
send-off ceremony for the first
batch of farm workers for 2015,

under the Ministry’s Overseas
Employment Programme, held
at the Overseas Employment
Services Centre in Kingston,
today (January 6).

Hefurther noted that during
2014, approximately 7,952
Jamaicans benefitted from em-
ployment opportunities in
Canada.

“The farm work component
accounted for 90 per cent
(7,156) of this number, while
the others travelled under the
low skill and skilled worker
programmes,” he said.

A total of 340 workers, se-
lected under the Canadian
Seasonal Agricultural Workers
Programme departed the is-
land today to take up employ-
ment opportunities on various
farms in Ontario, Canada.

This batch of all males, most
of whom will do eight-month
stints, will be employed in
greenhouse crop production,
food processing, tobacco plants
as well as nurseries which are
involved in the cultivation of
various vegetables. They will
also be engaged in packaging
tobacco and fruits for ship-
ment.

The Minister noted that 20
per cent of the workers are new
employees, while the remain-
der are ‘returnees’ or requested
workers, noting that “this is a
testament to the hard and ded-
icated work provided by
Jamaican workers abroad.”

The Minister reminded the
workers that the Overseas
Employment Family Services
Unit will continue to focus on
the welfare of their families
through a range of social inter-
ventions, including household
visits, referrals for assistance,
care for the sick and injured,
care of children and self-em-
powerment programmes.

LONDON, United Kingdom –
The London-based human rights
watchdog, Amnesty
International, says five years on
from a devastating earthquake
in Haiti, tens of thousands of peo-
ple remain homeless and desper-
ate.

In a report on Thursday,
Amnesty International attrib-
uted these to “government pol-
icy failures”and forced evictions,
adding that “short-term solutions
have failed many who lost every-
thing in the disaster.

In the report – “15 Minutes to
Leave – Denial of the Right to
Adequate Housing in Post-quake
Haiti”, Amnesty International
documents “worrying cases of
people being forcibly evicted from
temporary, make-shift 
camps.”

The report also explores how
the influx of development aid
that came in the wake of the dis-
aster failed to be transformed
into long-term, secure housing
solutions.

“Many people who lost every-
thing in the 2010 earthquake
have faced renewed hardship as
they are thrown out of their shel-
ters and makeshift camps.

Others face homelessness and
destitution in the long-term as
financial support programmes
from international donors begin
to dry up,” said Chiara Liguori,
Caribbean Researcher at
Amnesty International.

“Five years ago the eyes of the
world were on Haiti after the
devastating earthquake tore
lives apart and left more than 
2 million people homeless,” she
added. “Sadly, since then the
world’s interest has waned while
tens of thousands of people re-
main destitute and homeless.”

According to the latest data,
123 camps for internally 
displaced people (IDPs) remain
open in Haiti, housing 85,432
people.

But while the number of those
in camps has reduced signifi-

cantly since 2010, more than
22,000 households are still with-
out adequate housing, Amnesty
International said.

It said conditions in many IDP
camps are “dire”, stating that a
third of all those living in camps
do not have access to a latrine.
On average 82 people share one
toilet, Amnesty International
said.

It said forced evictions from
camps are a “serious and ongoing
problem.”

More than 60,000 people have
been forcibly evicted from their
shelters in makeshift camps
since 2010, Amnesty
International said.

According to Amnesty it has
documented six cases of forced
evictions from IDP camps and
informal settlements since April

2013 and more than 1,000 fami-
lies were affected.

Aside from the IDP camps, it
said one of the worst affected
areas is the large informal settle-
ment of Canaan, in the northern
outskirts of the capital.

It said further evictions also
occurred in Canaan in 2014.

In the wake of the disaster,
Amnesty International noted
that money and humanitarian
aid poured into the country.

It said some went to setting up
rental subsidies programmes,
which support IDPs to rent ac-
commodation for one year.

However, while these pro-
grammes have significantly re-
duced the number of IDP camps,
Amnesty International said they
cannot be regarded as a long-
term and durable solution.

Thousands
still
homeless in
Haiti 

St Lucia to mark
the 100th birthday
of Sir Arthur Lewis

Amnesty International, says five years on from a devastating earthquake in Haiti, tens of thou-
sands of people remain homeless and desperate.

J’ca benefits greatly from remittances sent by workers in Canada



KINGSTON, Jamaica –
the main opposition
Jamaica Labour Party
(JLP) Wednesday wel-
comed the 16 per cent re-
duction in crime last year
but warned that the “situ-
ation is definitely not a
cause for too much celebra-
tion” by National Security
Minister Peter Bunting.

JLP spokesman on
National Security Derrick
Smith said the figures pro-
vided by the authorities in-
cluding the Jamaica
Constabulary Force’s (JCF)
show a reduction in both
murders and serious
crimes for the past year.

He said while the JLP
welcomed the decline and
the fact that the police
have finally been able to

harness the runaway trend
in these crimes, especially
murders, recorded in the
latter part of 2013 which
had threatened to derail
the success that was being
achieved since 2010.

“However, the situation
is definitely not a cause for
too much celebration by
the Minister, considering
that he had inherited a
downward trend in 2012,
and the fact that the fig-
ures were significantly in-
flated in mid 2013 by a
sudden spike in murders
which continued to the end
of the year.”

Jamaica recorded 1,097
murders in 2012, with the
figure increasing to 1,200
in 2013. But last year, the
island recorded just over

1000 murders.
Smith said that he is

concerned that Bunting
may once again find him-
self in a position where he
has become so absorbed in
the celebration, as he did
last year, and lose focus on
the fact that he is really
continuing a process which
began prior to his appoint-
ment, and still is far from
complete.

“I raise this issue be-
cause I realise that while
the Minister is gloating,
the latest figures show that
approximately 21 murders
occurred in the first six
days of 2015, re-igniting
fears of another significant
spike in murders.”

But he said he wanted to
congratulate the security

forces on the tremendous
job they have been doing
despite the extreme poor
working conditions in
which they operate, and
the consistent failure of the
government to increase the
budget of the Ministry of
National Security signifi-
cantly enough to provide
them with the resources to
make the best use of legis-
lation passed over the past
few years.

Smith said he also
wanted to pay tribute to
the former Commissioner
of Police, Owen Ellington,
“for laying the foundation
for this recovery, and the
new Commissioner, Dr
Carl Williams, for his ef-
forts to continue the
process.
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A TOTAL of 24 murders
have been committed over
the first seven days of the
year in Jamaica, but the
police yesterday warned
that they will not allow
criminals to erode the
gains made in their fight
against crime in 2014,
which saw the lowest
murder toll in 11 years.

The 24 murders up to
January 7 far exceed the
10 killings that were re-
ported over the same pe-
riod last year.

“There is much to do in

2015. We are barely a
week into the year already
and we have an upsurge
that has claimed 24 
victims,” Police
Commissioner Carl
Williamstold a press con-
ference yesterday.

“I want to assure the
country that we are re-
sponding to this spate of
killings and we will get it
under control,” said the
police commissioner as he
addressed a group of jour-
nalists at his offices on Old
Hope Road in St Andrew.

The police chief said
that the strategy moving
forward will include meas-
ures already in place to de-
ploy additional resources
to the areas mostly af-
fected, namely Spanish
Town and its environs in
St Catherine and Montego
Bay, St James.

“We are being fully sup-
ported by the JDF in 
this endeavour,”
Commissioner Williams
said, adding that those be-
hind the crime surge will
be caught.

“We have good and cred-
ible intelligence on the
identities of the killers in
most instances, and our
investigative machinery is
already in high gear to ap-
prehend them,” Williams.

Last year, Jamaica
recorded 1,005 murders –
a 16 per cent decline over
2013. Overall, serious and
violent crimes were down
16 per cent over 2013,
shootings by 12 per cent;
rape by 23 per cent, and
aggravated assault by 17
per cent.

PARAMARIBO,Suriname
– A construction worker
died on Wednesday after
accidentally cutting his
right thigh with an electri-
cal saw.

According to police re-
ports, Soender Moesai, 48,
and a co-worker were re-
pairing a house when the
machine got stuck as they
were cutting plywood.

Moesai, a carpenter, re-
moved the circular saw
with some force and as a

result, it eventually landed
on his right thigh injuring
him.He bled to death at
the scene.

Just over one year ago,a
Guyanese national also
bled to death under similar
circumstances.

Julian Quirshank,while
working at a sawmill in the
Bigi Poika area fell and
subsequently landed
under the saw he was oper-
ating.His right leg was sev-
ered and he bled to death.

CHIEF of Staff Lionel
Max Hurst says
Cabinet has commit-
ted to creating
Barbuda Airways to
provide consistent and
reasonably priced air-
lift between Antigua
and the sister-isle.

He said two planes will
be purchased.

“They will begin to fly
between Antigua and
Barbuda and reduce the
cost of going between
Barbuda and Antigua.You
know, at the moment, it’s
EC$300 to fly between
Barbuda and Antigua two
ways,” said Hurst explain-
ing the reason for plans to
create Barbuda Airways.

The prime minister’s
chief of staff also said that

there was a preference for
19-seater Twin Otter air-
craft but that the Eastern
Caribbean Civil Aviaion
Authority frowns on Twin
Otters, so the airline will
have to settle for 9-seater
Islanders.

We’re told that details
such as timelines and
costs should be detailed
when Prime Minister
Gaston Browne delivers
the budget speech.

While being interviewed
on Observer AM on yes-
terday, Hurst also said
that Cabinet has approved
concessions for the
Barbuda Ferry which is
owned and operated by
Captain Greg Urlwin.

“He has to import lots of
spare parts, and we took a

decision that all the spare
parts entering into
Antigua and Barbuda
would not carry any duty
or Revenue Recovery
Charge, and I think ABST

(Antigua and Barbuda
Sales Tax) as well may
have been waived and
some of the environmental
levy,” Hurst imparted.

Outside of airlift, the

ferry is the only passen-
ger carrier linking
Barbuda and the main-
land. Barbuda is the
smaller of the two islands.
As it is home to just under

1,600 people and is a rela-
tively closed society, the
economy there has strug-
gled and depended heavily
on the central govern-
ment.

Jamaica’s Police Commissioner Carl Williamstold

The plan is to purchase two planes manufacturer by the same company as this one was. (Source: brit-
ten-norman.com.)

Cabinet
approves plan
for proposed
Barbuda Airways

Opposition welcomes drop in crime last year

JA Commissioner assures country that police
will bring crime upsurge under control

Construction worker
dies in freak accident



A NEW REPORT by
the World Bank Group
says lower oil prices
have provided a timely
opportunity for devel-
oping countries to re-
build fiscal space to
weather future growth
slowdowns.

The new edition of
Global Economic
Prospects released yester-
day says developing coun-
tries are faced with
weaker export prospects,
an impending rise in
global interest rates, and
fragile financial market
sentiment.

It says these countries
therefore need to rebuild
fiscal buffers to support
economic activity in case
of a growth slowdown.

The report notes that in
countries with elevated
domestic debt or inflation,
monetary policy options
to deal with a potential
slowdown are con-
strained.

And it says in the fore-

seeable future, these
countries may need to
employ fiscal stimulus
measures to support
growth. However, the re-
port notes that many de-
veloping countries have
less fiscal space now than
they did prior to 2008,
having used fiscal stimu-
lus during the global fi-
nancial crisis.

This is why it says for a
number of oil-importing
countries, like in the
Caribbean, lower oil
prices offer a chance to

improve fiscal positions
more quickly than might
have been possible before
mid-2014.

According to the report,
soft oil prices are ex-
pected to persist in 2015
and will be accompanied
by significant real income
shifts from oil-exporting
to oil-importing countries.

It says for many oil-
importing countries,
lower prices contribute to
growth and reduce 
inflationary, external, and
fiscal pressures.
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THE United Kingdom
yesterday maintained
pressure on the Ramotar
administration to recall
Parliament in Guyana
saying it was concerned at
its continuing suspension.
Foreign Office Minister
Tobias Ellwood in a state-
ment said:

“The UK Government

views with concern the
continued prorogation of
Parliament by His
Excellency President
Ramotar and calls for its
earliest possible resump-
tion. Parliament is re-
quired by Guyana’s
Constitution and the
Commonwealth Charter,
it provides the necessary

checks and balances and
enables citizens’ voices to
be heard. The suspension
of Parliament therefore
means that an essential
element of a functioning
democracy has been put
on hold.

“We also continue to
have concerns that there
have been no local elec-

tions for over 20 years,
which is also contrary to
the democratic principles
of the Commonwealth
Charter and Guyana’s
own Constitution.

“The UK calls on all
stakeholders to seek solu-
tions to the political and
socio-economic challenges
facing Guyana so that the

country can develop in a
fair, democratic and equi-
table way.”

Parliament was sus-
pended on November 10,
2014 and despite prom-
ises, President Donald
Ramotar is yet to make a
further announcement on
when general elections
will be held.

JAMAICA – Despite a se-
ries of interventions by
Jamaican authorities,
Jamaicans, including stu-
dents, applying for visas
to enter the United
Kingdom are likely to be
barred by a Home Office
visa clampdown in the
United Kingdom.

“They (the UK) have
been making changes to
their immigration rules,”
said Jamaica’s high com-
missioner to London,
Aloun Assamba.“We have
been meeting with the UK
authorities on this mat-
ter.”

Home Secretary
Theresa May said changes
to the immigration rules
would arrest visa abuse.

Immigration and
Security Minister James
Brokenshire said the UK
government was building
an immigration system
that is fair to British citi-
zens and legitimate mi-
grants but tough on those
who abuse the system and
flout the law.

Even as a debate on the
changes rages on the elec-
tion platform, the Home
Office has reduced the

number of schools and col-
leges for which it will be
offering student visas.

Election issue
Assamba told The

Gleaner on Tuesday that
the changes are not con-
fined to Jamaica and it is
not only students who are
being targeted.

She said the changes
emanated from what she
characterised as serious
political concerns about
immigration in the UK.

“It has become an elec-
tion issue,” she said. “We
have been monitoring it
and sharing the informa-
tion as we obtain it.”

Assamba told The
Gleaner that her office
also monitors the UK im-
migration website that
sets out the new rules.

“This began when they
discovered that some in-
stitutions were complicit
in granting student visas
that were suspect,” she
said.

Added Assamba: “So
now, they have reduced
the number of schools and
colleges that they will
offer student visas for.”

Assamba said her office
has been making inter-
ventions.

“Hence the meetings we
have been having with UK
Border Control,” she said.
“We work very closely
with them through our
consular section … . I have
been … to several of these
meetings.”

She said her office also
has a close working rela-
tionship with the British
High Commission in
Jamaica, which is very re-
sponsive.

“However, applicants
have to bring themselves
within the rules as stated
on the website,” said
Assamba.

Brokenshire also al-
luded to visa scams associ-
ated with students. His of-
fice last year produced
documents on the reasons
for the restrictions on the
entrepreneur visa route
that allows students to re-
main in the UK after stud-
ies.

Brokenshire said the en-
trepreneur route is in-
tended to allow migrants
to set up businesses in the
UK in order to create jobs

and growth, but it has
been plagued by scams
from individuals and or-
ganised criminal groups.

Dishonest applicants 
He said evidence from

tax records shows that
people on expiring student
visas are transferring to
entrepreneur status
under the pretence of set-
ting up a business when
they are actually working
in low-skilled jobs.

Visa statistics 
reportedly suggest that in-
dividuals and organised
criminals began to target
the entrepreneur option
once the post-study work
visa, which allowed 
students to stay on after
their studies, was axed in
2012.

“We will take firm action
to protect our immigration
system,” said Brokenshire.
“And we will not hesitate
to take firm action to 
protect our immigration
system further, particu-
larly when there is 
evidence of criminals tar-
geting what they think are
weaknesses in the rules.”

With the new clamp-

down, people on expiring
student visas will only be
able to switch using funds
from a government-ap-
proved source, and post-
study workers will need
more evidence of their
business activities.

Among other things, the
new immigration rule
stipulates that persons
who have not yet started
businesses and who do not

have evidence of a genuine
business will not be able to
switch from the old post-
study route to an entre-
preneur visa.

“Our reforms have cut
net non-EU migration to
levels not seen since the
1990s and slashed overall
net migration by a third
since its peak under the
last government,” said
Brokenshire.

Aloun Assamba Jamaica's High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom 

‘Falling oil prices, a
timely opportunity for
developing countries’

Pumpjacks at work pumping crude oil.

UK tightens up immigration 
policy to arrest visa abuse

UK calls again for end of Parliament suspension in Guyana



IN 2007,Apple CEO Steve
Jobs met with French de-
signer Philippe Starck for
the first time, and
asked the Frenchman to
build him a boat. After
countless one-on-one meet-
ings,dozens of flights from
Paris to Los Angeles, and
many years in develop-
ment,Jobs’ 269 foot ‘Venus’
had been completed.

While on vacation in the
British Virgin Islands,

Beth Colt of the Woods
Hole Inn captured these
stunning and rare photos
of the mega yacht, worth
US$120M,describing what
she saw as “something
suitable for a villain in a
Bond movie.” Given that
large and imposing shape,
we’d say she’s spot on.

Named after the Roman
goddess of love,‘Venus’ was
constructed in The
Netherlands’ Royal De

Vries shipyard, though
tragically not before Jobs
lost his battle to cancer in
2011. The vessel has since
been left to Jobs’ widow,
Laurene Powell Jobs.

Few specifics are actu-
ally confirmed about the
ship, though a 2014 Vanity
Fair article confirms
Venus’ 82 metre hull
length and six identical
bedrooms. Although ru-
mored, the ship’s control

deck featuring seven 27-
inch iMac screens and a
total price tag of over
US$120 million have not
been confirmed.

One of the photographs,
taken fittingly with an
iPhone, shows a rare view
inside the lower rear deck,
while other shots reveal
your typical
seaworthy teak furniture
dotting the bow and stern
decks.
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THE Association of
Caribbean Media
Workers (ACM) is ap-
palled at the brutal at-
tack on the offices and
staff of the French satir-

ical publication Charlie
Hebdo and the murder
of 12 people, including
ten members of the edi-
torial staff.

The ACM is concerned

about the increasing levels
of intolerance among some
groups that are willing to
kill journalists who are ex-
ercising their freedom of ex-
pression to expose aspects

of global politics.
The group supports and

stands behind its French
colleagues – and those glob-
ally – who have given their
lives for a fundamental

principle of journalism –
the freedom of expression.

The ACM sent condo-
lences to the colleagues and
families of the murdered
French journalists, and

recommits itself to the sup-
port of journalists in the re-
gion and globally who are
under attack for exercising
the fundamentals of their
profession.

OECS Member States
have embarked on a joint
approach to marketing the
region as a single yachting
destination. This is part of
a coordinated and sus-
tained approach to further
develop the sector, and
comes as the result of a se-
ries of targeted activities,
as outlined in the OECS
Tourism Policy and man-
dated by the OECS Council
of Ministers of Tourism.

The OECS Member
States will present them-
selves as a collective in one
yachting space within the
ambiance of an “Eastern
Caribbean Village”
manned by over twenty
(20) people from the re-
gion’s public and private
yachting sector. This
Eastern Caribbean Village
effect will bring to the fore
the uniqueness of 
respective destinations,the
services and attractions
relevant to the yachting
sector in the region, and,
through the inclusion of
Sail Clear, information re-
lated to ease of travel.

The OECS Member
States presenting at the
Toronto Boat Show are:
Anguilla, Antigua &
Barbuda, British Virgin
Islands,Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, Saint
Lucia, and St. Vincent &
the Grenadines.

The OECS has opted to
participate in The Toronto
International Boat Show
as a grouping, to help grow
the region’s yachting sec-
tor because this event is
marketed as North
America’s largest indoor
boat show, the preeminent
selling venue for Canada’s
recreational boating 
industry,and the premiere
showcase for new 
2015 products. It is also re-
ported to be patronized by
increasing numbers of high
end visitors. Last year’s
show,which spanned over 9
days, recorded over 93,000
visitors. Canada is also
seen as a major tourism
market for the Caribbean
region.

The event is known to in-
fluence marked increases
in sales among yacht man-
ufacturers.The anticipated
ripple effect would be
tremendous for the region,
with the potential increase
in sailing into the tranquil
OECS Ports.

The joint presence of the
OECS at the Toronto
International Boat Show is
supported by funding
under the 10th European
Development (EDF) proj-
ect.

The 57th Toronto
International Boat Show
takes place in Canada from
January 10th to 18th 2015.

GANDHINAGAR –
Guyana yesterday
pledged its support to
India in its bid to become
a permanent member of
the powerful United
Nations Security Council.

Announcing this at the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) here, President of
Guyana Donald R
Ramotar said India has
greater responsibility to
support other developing
countries and asked New
Delhi to play a proactive
role in fighting global
challenges like climate
change.

“India has greater re-
sponsibility to support
other developing coun-
tries. India should play a
major role in confronting

global challenges like cli-
mate change. I want to as-
sure you that my country
will support India in se-
curing a permanent seat
in UN Security Council,”
he said, addressing the
mega meet of Indian di-
aspora at Mahatma
Mandir.

He shared the dais with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Gujarat Chief
Minister Anandi Patel,
Governor O P Kohli,
Union Ministers Sushma
Swaraj and Ravi Shankar
Prasad, among others.

Tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi, Ramotar de-
scribed him “as the great-
est man” of his time and
recalled his deep influ-
ence on the Guyanese

people.
He said 2015 is a his-

toric year as it marks the
centenary of Mahatma
Gandhi’s return to India
from South Africa, where
he fought for basic rights
of his countrymen settled
there, and later served as
an inspiration in the
struggle against
apartheid.

Ramotar highlighted
the long-standing bilat-
eral ties and lauded the
contribution of Indian bi-
lateral ties and lauded the
contribution of Indian di-
aspora in the South
American country.

“Indian diaspora is the
second largest in the
world and it includes po-
litical leaders, Prime

Ministers, Presidents and
CEOs of Fortune-500
companies,” he said.

ACM condemns Charlie Hebdo attack in Paris

Jobs’ widow Laurene Powell Jobs maintains ownership of the yacht.

President Donald Ramotar and Ms Sushma Swaraj, Minister of External
Affairs and Overseas Indian Affairs in meeting in Gujarat, India.

Steve Jobs’ super-yacht spotted in the C’bean

Guyana backs India for Permanent
UN Security Council seat

OECS to market
sub-region as single
yachting destination
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DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates – A Saudi
blogger who was sen-
tenced last May to 10
years in prison and
1,000 lashes will be
publicly flogged for the
first time after prayers
outside a mosque in the
Red Sea coastal city of
Jiddah today, a person
close to his case said
yesterday.

Raif Baddawi was sen-
tenced on charges related
to accusations that he in-
sulted Islam on a liberal
online forum he had cre-
ated. He was also ordered
by the Jiddah Criminal
Court to pay a fine of 1
million Saudi riyals, or
about $266,000.

Rights groups and ac-
tivists say his case is part
of a wider clampdown on
dissent throughout the
kingdom. Officials have
increasingly blunted calls
for reforms since the re-
gion’s 2011 Arab Spring
upheaval.

Badawi has been held
since mid-2012, and his
Free Saudi Liberals web-
site is now closed.The case
has drawn condemnation
from rights groups.

He called from prison
and informed his family of
the flogging, due today,
said a person close to the
case. The person, who
spoke to the media on con-
dition of anonymity for

fear of government
reprisal, said Badawi was
“being used as an exam-
ple for others to see”.

Badawi’s lawyer Waleed
Abul-Khair was sentenced
in July to 15 years impris-
onment and barred from
travelling for another 15
years after being found
guilty by an anti-terror-
ism court of “undermining
the regime and officials”,
“inciting public opinion”
and “insulting the judici-
ary”.

London-based rights
group Amnesty
International has said
that Badawi is to receive
50 lashes once a week for
20 weeks.

“It is horrifying to think
that such a vicious and
cruel punishment should
be imposed on someone
who is guilty of nothing
more than daring to create
a public forum for discus-
sion and peacefully exer-
cising the right to freedom
of expression,” said Philip
Luther,Amnesty’s Middle
East and North Africa di-
rector.

Badawi was originally
sentenced in 2013 to seven
years in prison and 600
lashes in relation to the
charges, but after an ap-
peal, the judge stiffened
the punishment.
Following his arrest, his
wife and children left the
kingdom for Canada.

Saudi blogger to
be publicly flogged
for insulting Islam

THE US will close 15
military bases across
Europe, US Defence
Secretary Chuck Hagel
has confirmed.

The Pentagon says the
move will save around
$500 million a year, and
comes as the US military
seeks to shift its atten-
tion towards Asia.

But the US has named
RAF Lakenheath to be
the first permanent
European base for the F-
35 aircraft.

The US currently has
more than 60,000 troops
stationed in Europe,
mostly in Germany, Italy
and the UK.

Many of the closures
affect smaller bases that
were remnants of the
Cold War. But US offi-
cials also have finalised
plans to cut about 500

military personnel from
the Lajes military base
in the Azores islands,
which drew opposition
from Portugal.

The changes will mean
a net reduction of about
2,000 US personnel in
the UK over the next
several years.

Mr Hagel said he un-
derstood it would mean
job losses and thanked
those who had supported
the US Air Force.

“I know that this will
result in a reduction of
our local host nations
workforces at some loca-
tions. I value the
tremendous support
they provided us for
decades.”

Other countries with
closing bases include
Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands and Italy.

US military to close
15 bases in Europe
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LONDON – More than
one million people
have been driven from
their homes by the
conflict in Ukraine,
hampering aid efforts
and leaving the coun-
try on the verge of a
humanitarian catas-
trophe, aid agencies
said yesterday.

The number of people
uprooted within Ukraine,
610,000, and of refugees
who have fled to neigh-
bouring countries,
594,000, has more than
tripled since August, fig-
ures from the United
Nations Office for the

Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) show.

The U.N. said an esti-
mated 5.2 million people
in Ukraine were living in
conflict zones, of whom 1.4
million were highly vul-
nerable and in need of as-
sistance as they face fi-
nancial problems, a lack
of services and aid, and
harsh winter conditions.

The conflict between
Ukraine and pro-Russia
separatists, killed more
than 4,700 people last
year and provoked the
worst crisis in relations
between Russia and the

West since the Cold War.
Denis Krivosheev,

deputy director of Europe
and Central Asia at
Amnesty International,
said residents in sepa-
ratist-controlled Luhansk
and Donetsk could barely
afford food and medicines,
especially vulnerable peo-
ple such as pensioners.

“While it may be too
early to call this a human-
itarian catastrophe, it’s
clearly progressing in
that direction,”
Krivosheev told reporters
by e-mail.

The provision of hu-
manitarian aid was being

hampered by pro-Kiev
volunteer battalions that
were increasingly pre-
venting food and medicine
from reaching those in
need in eastern Ukraine,
he said.

“Attempting to create
unbearable conditions of
life is a whole new ball-
game... using starvation
of civilians as a method of
warfare is a war crime.”

The battalions often act
like “renegade gangs” and
urgently need to be
brought under control,
Krivosheev added.

Social benefits, includ-
ing pensions,have also be-

come a major concern for
those in eastern Ukraine
following Kiev’s decision
to transfer the payments
to government-controlled
areas, the U.N. refugee
agency (UNHCR) said.

UNHCR spokesman
William Spindler said
those unable to leave
their homes, such as the
elderly and the sick, and
people living in institu-
tions were not receiving
the help they needed.

The problem was made
worse by the fact that hu-
manitarian organisations
had limited access to the
areas controlled by armed

groups fighting the gov-
ernment, he added.

The crisis blew up after
street protests in Kiev
overthrew the Moscow-
backed president last
February and a pro-
Western leadership took
over, committed to inte-
grating the former Soviet
republic into the
European mainstream.

This set Kiev and the
Western governments
backing it at odds with
Russia, Ukraine’s former
Soviet overlord, which
wants to keep Ukraine
within its political and
economic orbit.

More than one million flee, Ukraine
close to ‘humanitarian catastrophe’

WASHINGTON – Recent
satellite imagery appears
to show that a North
Korean submarine is
being equipped to fire
missiles, posing a poten-
tial new threat to its
neighbours, a U.S. re-
search institute said yes-
terday.

The finding published
by 38 North, the website
of the U.S.-Korea Institute
at the Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced
International Studies,
comes as Washington
ratchets up sanctions
against North Korea fol-
lowing a destructive hack-
ing attack against Sony
Pictures.

North Korea already
has a considerable arse-
nal of land-based ballistic
missiles. South Korea’s
Defence Ministry re-
ported this week that the
North may now have the
ability to strike the U.S.
mainland because of its
progress in missile tech-
nology – although how far
it has progressed remains
a subject of debate. The
ministry also said the
North is advancing in ef-
forts to miniaturise nu-
clear warheads to mount
on such missiles.

Missiles fired from sub-
marines could be harder
to detect before launch
than land-based ones,and
North Korea’s efforts have
already gotten the atten-
tion of defence officials.
South Korea’s military

said last fall it had de-
tected a North Korean
submarine with a possi-
ble capability to launch
ballistic missiles.

The institute has previ-
ously reported that North
Korea was building a mis-
sile-testing facility on
land near a naval ship-
yard at the east coast site
of Sinpo. Monday’s analy-
sis by Joe Bermudez, an
expert on satellite im-
agery and North Korea’s
military, notes there has
been an upgrading of fa-
cilities there in the past
six months in what ap-
pears to be preparation
for a significant naval con-
struction program.

A Dec. 18 commercial
satellite image shows a
submarine docked at
Sinpo with a large rectan-
gular opening in its con-
ning tower – the raised
turret that juts vertically
from the main body of the
submarine. Bermudez
says it could contain one
or two missile launch
tubes,but the image is not
clear enough to deduce
the type of missile.

Such a capability could
expand the North Korean
threat to South Korea,
Japan and U.S. bases in
East Asia, but developing
it will be expensive and
time-consuming,
Bermudez said. Experts
also say North Korea’s
submarines tend to be old
and would be vulnerable
to attack.

North Korea
equipping sub to fire
missiles, group says

JAKARTA/PANGKALAN
BUN – Indonesian search
and rescue teams plan to
start lifting the crashed
AirAsia jet’s tail off the sea
bed today, officials said,
raising hopes that “black
box” recorders can be re-
trieved to reveal the cause
of the disaster.

Scores of divers plunged
into the Java Sea yester-
day to search the wreck-
age of Flight QZ8501,
which vanished from
radar screens on Dec. 28
less than half-way into a
two-hour flight from
Indonesia’s second-biggest
city of Surabaya to
Singapore.

There were no survivors
among the 162 people on
board.

The cause of the crash
remains a mystery, with
hopes centring on the so-
called black boxes – the
flight data recorder and
the cockpit voice recorder
– providing vital clues.

The plane was an
Airbus A320-200, which
carries the recorders near
the tail section. Officials
have warned, however,
that the recorders could
have become separated
from the tail during the
disaster.

The tail of the plane was
found on Wednesday, up-
turned on the sea bed
about 30 km (20 miles)
from the plane’s last
known location at a depth
of around 28-32 metres.

“The weather prevented
the operation to lift the

tail today,” search and res-
cue agency coordinator
Supriyadi told reporters
in Pangkalan Bun, the
southern Borneo town
closest to the crash site.

Choppy seas, strong cur-
rents and poor visibility
have dogged the search
throughout.

“The operation using (a)
balloon to lift the tail will
start tomorrow,”Supriyadi
added.

The head of Indonesia’s
search and rescue agency,
Fransiskus Bambang
Soelistyo, said separately
in Jakarta that a crane
might also be employed to

lift the tail and that find-
ing the missing bodies was
still the main focus of the
operation.

Relatives of the victims
have urged authorities to
make finding the remains
of their loved ones the pri-
ority.

Weather may worsen 
A total of 84 divers were

in ships in the vicinity of
the wreckage yesterday
and teams began search-
ing the jet’s tail at 0645
local time (23:45 GMT
Wednesday), with visibil-
ity poor and strong cur-
rents still impeding ef-

forts, officials said.
Forty-three bodies and

debris from the plane have
been plucked from the
surface of the waters off
Borneo, but strong winds
and high waves have been
hampering divers’ efforts
to reach larger pieces of
suspected wreckage de-
tected by sonar on the sea
floor.

Weather agency officials
warned yesterday that al-
though conditions at
search areas had im-
proved over the last two
days, they were likely to
worsen from today on-
wards.

Crashed AirAsia jet’s tail may be
raised in hunt for black boxes

Indonesian navy divers arrive on their inflatable boats after conducting
operations to lift the tail of AirAsia QZ8501 in the Java sea, January 8, 2015.
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PROTESTERS in some
U.S. cities – repeating
the viral online slogan
“Je Suis Charlie” or “I
Am Charlie” – demon-
strated against the
deadly Paris shooting
on a newspaper office,
joining thousands
around the world who
took to the streets to
rally against the
killings.

At a gathering in Place
de la Republique in east-
ern Paris near the site of
Wednesday’s noontime
attack, many waved pa-
pers, pencils and pens.
Journalists led the march
but most in the crowd
weren’t from the media
world, expressing solidar-
ity and support of free-
dom of speech.

At the Vatican, Pope
Francis celebrated a
Mass in memory of the
victims, decrying the
“human cruelty” that peo-
ple are capable of. Francis
asked for prayers for the
victims at the start of
Mass and said “we also
ask for those who are
cruel so that the Lord
may change their heart.”

During yesterday’s
Mass, Francis said: “The
attack yesterday
[Wednesday] in Paris
makes us think about so
much cruelty – human
cruelty. ... Let us pray, in
this Mass, for the victims

of this cruelty.”
Other demonstrations,

including some silent vig-
ils, took place in some
U.S. cities, at London’s
Trafalgar Square, in front
of the Brandenburg Gate
in Berlin, in Madrid,
Brussels, Nice and else-
where.

“No matter what a jour-
nalist or magazine has to
say, even if it is not what
the majority of people
think, they still have the
right to say it without
feeling in danger, which
is the case today,” said
Alice Blanc, a London
student who is originally
from Paris and was
among those in the
London crowd, estimated
in the hundreds.

Online, the declaration
“Je Suis Charlie” replaced
profile pictures on
Facebook while Twitter
users showed themselves
with the slogan on signs
with words of support for
the 12 victims who were
killed at Charlie Hebdo, a
weekly newspaper that
had caricatured the
Prophet Muhammad.

The “Je Suis Charlie”
slogan grew into a trend-
ing hashtag on Twitter
and spread to Instagram,
along with an image of a
machine gun with the
words “Ceci n’est pas une
religion”, or “This is not a
religion”.

One user on Instagram
sent out a simple black-
and-white drawing of the
Eiffel Tower with the
message: “Pray for Paris.”
Another wrote:“Islam is a
beautiful religion. This is
not what we see on TV.
Terrorists are not real
Muslims. #IamCharlie.”

The hashtags were the
latest in a series that ac-
companied protest move-
ments in 2014, such as
“Bring Back Our Girls”,
about the nearly 300
schoolgirls kidnapped by
a terror group in Nigeria,
“I Can’t Breathe”, the last
words of Eric Garner, an
unarmed black man
choked to death by a New
York City police officer,
and “If They Gunned Me
Down”, following the po-
lice shooting death in
Missouri of an unarmed
black man, Michael
Brown.

The Paris shooting
protests extended to some
American cities.

In San Francisco, hun-

dreds of people held pens,
tiny French flags and
signs that read “I am
Charlie” up in the air out-
side the French
Consulate in the financial
district. A handful of the
participants lit candles
that spell out “Je Suis
Charlie”, while others
placed pens and pencils
and bouquets of white
carnations and red roses
by the consulate’s door.

Julia Olson, of Nimes,
France, said she wanted
to be in the company of
other people after hear-
ing the news.

“There is nothing we
can do but be together,”
the 26-year-old said.

Several hundred people
gathered in Manhattan’s
Union Square amid
chants of “We are not
afraid” and holding signs
in English and French
saying “We are Charlie”.

In Seattle, about 100
people assembled near
the French Consulate of-
fice with many holding

signs in support of the
victims.

The Newseum in
Washington displayed
“#JeSuisCharlie” on its
atrium screen as a show
of support for free expres-
sion.

In Los Angeles, a small
group gathered outside a
French restaurant with
people holding up signs
and cell phones that read
“Je Sui Charlie” and “I am
Charlie”.

Masked gunmen me-
thodically killed the 12
people, including the
newspaper’s editor, as
they shouted “Allahu
akbar!” – or “Allah is the
greatest” – while firing,
then fleeing in a car.

The newspaper’s depic-
tions of Islam have drawn
condemnation and
threats before. It was fire-
bombed in 2011 and also
satirised other religions
and political figures.

About 1,000 people
gathered near the
European Union’s head-

quarters in Brussels to
express sympathy and
outrage. In Spain, about
200 people in Madrid
gathered outside the
French Embassy to voice
outrage. Some also held
pens in the air and
chanted “Freedom of
Expression” and “We Are
All Charlie”.

In 2004, bombs on
rush-hour trains killed
191 people in Madrid in
Europe’s most deadly
Islamic terror attack.

French students in
Stockholm organised
about 100 people to lay
flowers and candles in
front of the French
Embassy in Stockholm.

A handful of women in
the swank Roman piazza
where the French
Embassy is located had
“Je suis Charlie” banners
taped to their jackets.

“I still cannot believe
what happened,” said
protester Linda Chille.

“It is cruel and very
shocking.”

Members of the French community gather in Melbourne in a show of solidarity to the victims of the Charlie
Hebdo massacre.

Paris
shooting
sparks global
rallies in
support of
terror victims

NIGERIAN Islamist mil-
itant group Boko Haram
have attacked the north-
eastern town of Baga for
the second time in a
week, leaving bodies lit-
tering the streets, accord-
ing to an official.

Unconfirmed estimates
by victims’ relatives put
the death toll from vio-
lence in and around Baga
on yesterday and on
January 3rd as high as

2,000, said Musa Bukar,
chairman of local govern-
ment for the Kukawa dis-
trict, which includes
Baga.

The dead are “littered
on the streets and sur-
rounding bushes”, said
Mr Bukar, speaking from
a camp in the city of
Maiduguri that is shelter-
ing people who have fled
the attacks. On January
3rd, Boko Haram cap-

tured the headquarters of
a multinational military
force in Baga set up to
combat the insurgency.

In October, Nigerian
authorities said they had
agreed to a ceasefire with
the group, which has
killed thousands in its at-
tempts to impose Islamic
law on the country. Since
then, violence in the
north has continued un-
abated.

Call for unity
On Wednesday a man

claiming to be Abubakar
Shekau, leader of Boko
Haram, threatened
Cameroon’s president
Paul Biya in a video
posted on YouTube.

Boko Haram, whose
name translates loosely
as “western education is a
sin”, has been fighting in
Africa’s biggest oil pro-
ducer since 2009.

Nigeria’s Islamic
leader, the Sultan of
Sokoto Muhammad Sa’ad
Abubakar, said that
Muslims and Christians
must combine to end the
Islamist insurgency.

He echoed the Emir of
Kano Muhammad Sanusi
II, the second highest
Islamic authority in the
country, who has called
on the north’s residents
to defend themselves

against Boko Haram.
“As Muslims, we

must all stand and
counter this violence that
has dented the image of
Islam,” he said in the
southern town of Auchi.

“What is happening to
our brothers in the
northern parts of the
country is bad and we
must come together to
find an end to this insur-
gency.”

Almost 2,000 dead after renewed attack by Boko Haram 
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BILL COSBY’S former
TV wife, Phylicia
Rashad, has pro-

voked outrage on social
media after her defence of
the scandal-plagued come-
dian, with “Knocked Up”
director Judd Apatow and
others taking her to task.

Rashad went on the offen-
sive against Cosby’s accusers
during an interview with
Showbiz 411’s Roger
Friedman.

“Forget these women,”
Rashad told Friedman in a
story published on Tuesday
night. “What you’re seeing is
the destruction of a legacy.
And I think it’s orchestrated.”

Tweeting to @TheWrap,
Apatow posed the question,
“Phylicia – how many women
need to be raped before you
realise he destroyed his own
legacy? 40? 50?” The
“Trainwreck” director fol-
lowed, “For me it’s one.”

That touched off a vigorous
exchange between Apatow
with comedians Norm
MacDonald and Tom Arnold,
the latter responding, “good
for you Judd. Balls.”
MacDonald expressed con-
cerns over retaliation by
Cosby, tweeting, “I hope Mr.
Cosby doesn’t hurt Judd’s ca-
reer.”

In another tweet, to
TheWrap CEO and Editor in
Chief Sharon Waxman,
Apatow accused Rashad of
being financially motivated in
her defence of Cosby. “She is
worried about her SAG resid-
uals disappearing if they are
heard in court. Shameful,”

Apatow wrote late on Tuesday.
One of Cosby’s accusers, for-

mer Playboy bunny Sarita
Butterfield, also weighed in on
Rashad’s defence of her televi-
sion husband, telling TMZ,
“What if something like this
happened to her daughter?
Shame on her and shame on

Bill.”
A second accuser, Angela

Leslie, told the website that
she found Rashad’s comments
“sad”.

“I looked at her as a woman
with morals, and it’s sad that
she’s speaking like this,”
Leslie said.

TERESA GIUDICE of “The
Real Housewives of New
Jersey” reality television 
series surrendered on Monday
to begin a 15-month prison 
sentence for fraud and hiding
income to support a lavish
lifestyle, according to her
lawyer’s office and a prison
spokesman.

Giudice and her husband,
Giuseppe Giudice of Towaco,
New Jersey, entered plea deals
in US District Court in March,
admitting to bankruptcy fraud
and lying to obtain loans.

She was sentenced to 15
months in prison, and he re-
ceived a 41-month sentence.

Giudice surrendered at 
the Federal Correctional
Institution in Danbury,
Connecticut, a low-security fa-
cility, according to the office of
her lawyer, James J. Leonard
Jr., and a prison spokesman.

Giudice was ordered to
serve her sentence first,
followed by her husband, so
their four daughters will have
child care.

“She was ready,” Leonard
said in a statement to NJ.com.
“Teresa is a very strong
woman, she won’t have any
problems in there.”

Giuseppe Giudice, an Italian
citizen better known as Joe, is
expected to be deported when
he completes his sentence.

He also pleaded guilty to 
failure to file tax returns on 
income totalling nearly 
$1 million.

The Giudices appeared in
six seasons of the Bravo chan-
nel show, revelling in their
luxury lifestyle and spending
lavishly on their children and
themselves.

In the first episode, Teresa
Giudice paid $120 000 in cash

to furnish a room in their
house styled after a French
chateau.

In their plea deals, they 
admitted that from 2001
through 2008, they submitted
fraudulent applications for
mortgages and other loans,
falsely claiming to have sub-
stantial salaries.

Teresa Giudice applied for a
$121 500 mortgage in 2001 by
submitting fake W-2 forms
and pay stubs, prosecutors
said.

In 2005, she falsely claimed
to be working as a real estate
agent making $15 000 a
month to obtain a $361 250
mortgage, when she was actu-
ally unemployed, they said.

The couple filed for bank-
ruptcy protection in 2009,
concealing businesses they
owned, income from rental
property, and Teresa Giudice’s
income from the “Housewives”
show, prosecutors said.

POLISH prosecutors plan to
question filmmaker Roman
Polanski after they received a
request for his extradition to
the United States over a 1977
child sex crime conviction, the
prosecutor-general’s office said
on Wednesday.

A lawyer for the director –
viewed by many Poles as one
of their greatest living cultural
figures – said Polish prosecu-
tors already questioned
Polanski last year and let 
him go free, and since then
nothing had changed.

Polanski, who was born to
Polish parents but lives in
France, has been spending
time in the southern Polish

city of Krakow, where he is
planning to shoot a film.

Mateusz Martyniuk, a
spokesman for the prosecutor
general’s office in Warsaw, said
the extradition request, which
came from prosecutors in Los
Angeles, will be passed on to
the prosecutors’ office in
Krakow.

“Prosecutors will want to
summon Polanski for ques-
tioning,” Martyniuk said.

In October last year, prose-
cutors in Krakow interviewed
Polanski in connection with a
US warrant over the 1977 con-
viction. They said there were
no grounds to arrest him, and
they would await a US extra-

dition request before deciding
on any further steps.

“In our view no new circum-
stances have arisen which
could lead to a change in the
decision by the prosecutor’s 
office in October,” one of
Polanski’s Polish lawyers,
Jerzy Stachowicz, told Reuters
by telephone on Wednesday.

The filmmaker pleaded
guilty in 1977 to having un-
lawful sex with 13-year-old
Samantha Geimer during a
photoshoot in Los Angeles,
fuelled by champagne and
drugs.

Polanski served 42 days in
jail as part of a 90-day plea
bargain. He fled the United

States the following year, be-
lieving the judge hearing his
case could overrule the deal
and put him in jail for years.

In 2009, Polanski was 
arrested in the Swiss city 
of Zurich on the US warrant
and placed under house 
arrest. He was freed in 2010
after Swiss authorities decided
not to extradite him to the
United States.

His lawyers have been 
seeking assurances from the
Polish authorities that he can
travel freely back and forth to
Krakow to work on the film
project, about the 19th century
Dreyfus affair, without risking
another arrest.

Phylicia Rashad

Teresa Giudice

Polish-French film director,
Roman Polanski.

Stars, accusers slam
Phylicia Rashad’s
defence of Bill Cosby 

‘Real Housewives 
of New Jersey’ star
begins prison sentence

Poland says received US request for Polanski extradition
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IT’S the million dollar – and
probably most annoying – ques-
tion asked to Jennifer Anis-
ton… when will she and fiancé
Justin Theroux tie the knot?

The couple has been engaged
for over two years, but have yet

to

marry. However, the Cake star
says it’s something they do talk
about.

“There’s a big discussion in
our house right now: Do you
just do it and say screw it? Or
do you try desperately to get
away with [a secret ceremony]
where you don’t have any fun
because you’re hiding in a cave
somewhere?” Aniston, 45, tells
InStyle. “If we could do it with-
out all the buzzing and the
noise... It can be done. Where
there’s a will there’s a way.”

Since they got together in
2011, Jen and Justin’s relation-
ship has been a constant tab-
loid fixture, something Jen says
is “really getting old”.

“What kills me is when
friends send me pictures
they’ve taken at a newsstand,”
she notes. “One magazine says,
‘Desperate and alone,’ and the
other one says, ‘She’s eloped!’ I
mean, at least consult. Don’t
make yourself look like an idiot.
I’m going to be 50 and they’re
still gonna be saying, ‘She’s
pregnant!’”

When asked what she would
write if she had to come up with
her own tabloid headline,
Aniston pauses. “Oh, that’s a
tough one. That should be a
Justin question. Wait a sec.
How’s this? ‘When I’m pregnant
and married, I will let you
know. Not a tabloid publication.

Jen adds, “And by the way,
stop stealing my thunder! Let
me have the fun of telling that
story.”

Jennifer Aniston reveals
big debate over
wedding ceremony

WHY wait? That’s what
Ludacris says after a short en-
gagement to his fiancée.

Ludacris married Eudoxie
Agnan less than a week after
sharing his proposal pictures
on December 26.

Eudoxie shared happy
Instagram pics on Tuesday of
their wedding.

While they didn’t announce
the exact date of their “I dos,”
it happened before 2015, over
the holidays. There’s still a
Christmas tree in the back-
ground.

The Fast and Furious actor
proposed with an extravagant
proposal, a mile high in the air.
Eudoxie gave him a “Hell
YES!” response when he asked
her to be his wife.

The two have dating since
2009. Congrats to Mr. and Mrs.
Bridges!

Surprise!
Ludacris is
married

For those still in mourning
from Benedict
Cumberbatch’s super

suave engagement announce-
ment, we hope you are sitting
down. The rumours are true…
the Sherlock star is going to be
a father!

“I am delighted to confirm
that Benedict Cumberbatch
and Sophie Hunter are expect-
ing their first child. They are
both over the moon,” the
actor’s publicist said in a state-
ment.

Sophie Hunter sparked preg-
nancy rumours earlier this

month when she attended the
2015 Palm Springs Film
Festival Gala with her dashing
fiancé in a long, bump accentu-
ating dress.

The news comes just two
months after Cumberbatch,
38, announced he was engaged
to Hunter, a 36-year-old ac-
tress and director, in The
Times of London: “Mr. B.T.
Cumberbatch and Miss S.I.
Hunter. The engagement is an-
nounced between Benedict, son
of Wanda and Timothy
Cumberbatch of London, and
Sophie, daughter of Katharine

Hunter of Edinburgh and
Charles Hunter of London.”

The Imitation Game actor
and Hunter met in 2009 while
shooting the thriller Burlesque
Fairytales; however, they were
only confirmed as a couple
after they were photographed
together at the French Open in
April.

Although the tight-lipped
Golden Globe nominee rarely
discusses his personal life,
Benedict did tell Elle last year
he would like to be “sur-
rounded by family” 30 years
from now.

Benedict Cumberbatch expecting
first child with Sophie Hunter

Ludacris ad his new wife Eudoxie.

Jennifer Aniston and Justin Theroux.

Sophie Hunter and Benedict Cumberbatch at the Palm Springs Film Festival.
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IT’S over! Matt
LeBlanc and his
girlfriend of over
eight years Andrea
Anders have called it
quits, his rep confirms
to Us Weekly. The
former Friends star
and actress decided to

end things some time
ago.

LeBlanc, who lives in
London while shooting
Episodes, attended the
show’s season 4 premiere
party in Los Angeles on
Monday, Jan. 5, solo.

LeBlanc and Anders

first stepped out in 2006,
shorty after the Charlie’s
Angels star split from his
wife of three years
Melissa McKnight.

Anders and LeBlanc
were last spotted
together at the Emmys
in August.

SO far, motherhood
sounds like a piece of
cake for Blake Lively.
Are you really
surprised?

The former Gossip Girl
star, 27, and her
husband Ryan Reynolds,
38, welcomed their first
child, a baby girl,
together last month.
Details including the
little one’s name have
been kept under wraps,
but Lively opened up to
People about her new
journey.

“This is the happiest
time in my life, and I
could say that every
day,” the Preserve
founder tells the
magazine. “I often feel
like, ‘I can’t believe I’m
experiencing this.’ And
that can be a big
moment like my
wedding day or a simple
afternoon in front of the

fire. I know how
fortunate I am. And I’m
excited to see the entire
journey that my family
is going to go on.”

Being a mom doesn’t
“feel like it’s a massive
change” according to the
actress. “I’ve always
wanted a big family, and
I understand that feeling
when you have your first
kid of, ‘Let’s really be
present in this.’”

Blake continued, “I do
want to just enjoy this
moment… but I also feel
like my first child is
going to be the oldest
sibling to the next kid,
and that may change
with each and every
year. You don’t just raise
your kids, your kids also
raise each other – oh my
Lord, the things I
learned from my brother
Eric. He’s influenced my
life so much. So, I’m

looking forward to how
one baby influences the
other, and to my family
as a whole, to every
single chapter.”

Lively is the youngest
of five in a blended
family but says, “I’ve
always felt like a mama.”

“I’m always teasing my
sisters’ kids that they
are my own, and I’m
always taking care of
other people’s kids,” she
explains. “Maybe
because I didn’t grow up
with little siblings, I’ve
been making up for lost
time.”

Blake’s parents are
reportedly staying at her
and Ryan’s home in
Bedford, New York,
while the couple – who
have been married since
2012 – gets situated.

The Age of Adaline
star discussed how her
mother was such an

important figure in her
life growing up.

“I was raised by a
woman who was
eternally optimistic,” she
says. “Nearly every day
my mom will leave me a
voice mail saying, ‘Life is
a bowl of cherries,’ or
singing songs. She came
from humble beginnings,
but if you told her she’d
experienced hardship,
she’d say, ‘I have not!’
She chose happiness and
she taught me to do the
same every day.”

Balancing an acting
career, her Preserve
website, and family
won’t be difficult
according to Blake.

“I have a clear
understanding of my
priorities, my family, and
my personal life,” she
says. “And everything I
do must make room for
that.”

BONO, the frontman of
the Irish rock group U2
who was injured in a
cycling accident last year,
said on Friday his
recovery has not been
easy and he may never
play guitar again.

In a blog on the group’s
website, the 54-year-old
rocker said he broke his
hand, shoulder, elbow and
face and described how
he “blanked out on
impact” during the
cycling accident in New
York’s Central Park,
which he said he could
not blame on anyone but
himself.

“Recovery has been
more difficult than I
thought,” he said in the
message written from his
home in Dublin. “As I
write this, it is not clear
that I will ever play
guitar again. The band
have reminded me that

neither they nor Western
civilization are depending
on this.”

Bono, who included an
X-ray of his elbow in the

blog, said he did not
remember how he ended
up in hospital with the
bone in his upper arm
sticking through his

leather jacket.
“Very punk rock as

injuries go,” he added.
Bono’s arm was

shattered in six places.

Doctors inserted three
metal plates and 18
screws to repair the
injury. He required hours
of surgery and has had
extensive therapy. But he
is expected to make a full
recovery.

Bono described the
cycling spill as a “freak
accident” and said the
pain it caused did not
compare with his
disappointment in having
to cancel U2’s weeklong
appearance on NBC’s
“The Tonight Show
Starring Jimmy Fallon.”

He added that he will
have to concentrate hard
to be ready for the U2
tour that begins in
Vancouver in May.

“We have some
extraordinary ideas up
our sleeve for this tour
I’ve just got to be rebuilt
by 14th May.”

Bono also referred to

revelations he made last
year when he told a
British talk show host
that the reason he always
wears his trademark
sunglasses was that he
has suffered from the eye
disease glaucoma for two
decades.

He said the
announcement was
completely unintentional
but added that if not
treated, glaucoma can
cause blindness.

“I think anyone who
reaches 40 should have
their eyes properly
checked,” he added.

The cycling accident
was not the only
harrowing event for the
rock star in 2014. In
November a private
plane in which he was
traveling from Ireland to
Germany lost its rear
hatch but the pilot
managed to land it safely.

Matt LeBlanc, girlfriend
Andrea Anders call it
quits after 8 years 

U2’s Bono says he may never play guitar again
Matt LeBlanc, Girlfriend Andrea Anders make the split.

Lead singer Bono of the rock band U2 performs on tour in September 12, 2009. 

Blake Lively on new baby girl: ‘This is the happiest time’

Blake Lively and Ryan Reynolds.

      



THE last film Ava
DuVernay directed cost
US$200,000, while her
new movie “Selma” was
100 times that.

It was a big step up for
the former Hollywood
publicist, one that has
reaped recognition even
before the awards season
takes off at the Golden
Globes on Sunday.

Regardless of whether
she and the Martin
Luther King Jr. biopic
collect honors, DuVernay
made history as the first
African-American
woman to be nominated
for best director in the 72
years of the Globes. If she
wins, she would be the
first black man or woman
to win a best movie direc-
tor Golden Globe.

“I don’t believe I am
the first one who has
made something worthy,”
DuVernay told Reuters.

“That is where the bitter-
sweet moment comes in.
It is sweet for me in this
moment and my mother
is very happy, but cer-
tainly I know I stand on
the shoulders of a lot of
amazing women.”

“Selma,” which focuses
on the civil rights
leader’s role in the semi-
nal 1965 marches in
Alabama for black voters’
rights, was percolating
for years and several di-
rectors had come and
gone.

DuVernay, 42, got the
call from the actor signed
to play King, David
Oyelowo, who was in her
previous movie.

It seemed like destiny.
No other filmmaker she
knew had a father from
the county where Selma
is located, nor a mother
who crossed the land-
mark bridge featured in

the marches on her way
to work.

“That was the entry
point that allowed me to
go from a US$200,000
film to a US$20 million
film without a lot of jit-
ters because ... I know
that place, I know how to
recreate the lives of black
folk on film,” DuVernay
said.

‘A damn good King’
She also knew she had

“a damn good King” in
Oyelowo, nominated for
best actor in a drama at
the Golden Globes.

“He’s a Brit, he is very
posh, but he is one of the
most exquisite souls and
hard-working actors I
have ever met,” she said.

DuVernay has also
been praised for deftly
handling a large support-
ing cast that includes
veterans like Oprah

Winfrey, a producer of
the film, and newcomers
like Canadian Stephan
James.

“If there is anything I
bring from my publicity
background it is working
with a lot of people at one
time,” she said.

The film, which goes
into wide release Friday,
has resonated in the cur-
rent debate about racial
justice in America follow-
ing killings of unarmed
black men by white po-
lice officers. It is nomi-
nated for the most cov-
eted Golden Globe
award, best drama, and
could earn a best picture
Oscar nod.

One thing not going
DuVernay’s way is criti-
cism that President
Lyndon Johnson is mis-
represented in the film as
lukewarm to African-
Americans’ fight for vot-

ing rights.
“It’s not a documentary.

I’m not a historian. I’m a
storyteller,” DuVernay
said of the controversy

last weekend. “And we
take it from there. We
don’t let this stuff get us
down, we just go on-
ward.”

TAYLOR SWIFT stole
the crown from the
princesses of “Frozen”
in the final week of
2014 as her pop-centric
“1989” became the top-
selling album of the
year, Billboard re-
ported on Wednesday.

In the nine weeks since
its release, “1989” sold
3.66 million copies, clip-
ping the 3.53 million in
sales for the soundtrack of
the Disney blockbuster,
which was the top-selling
album of the year every
week except the final one.

“1989” held the No. 1
spot in the weekly U.S.
Billboard 200 chart for
the seventh time, selling
430,000 units in the week
ending Dec. 28, including
326,000 album copies and

over 1 million songs, ac-
cording to figures from
Nielsen SoundScan.

The album, Swift’s
fourth No. 1, first
launched on the back of
“Shake It Off,” but the sin-
gle “Blank Space” has
taken over and is the top
song downloaded digitally,
according to Nielsen.

Swift, 25, does not have
any streaming sales in a
newly configured
Billboard formula. She is
one of a handful of top
artists protesting some
streaming sites like the
popular Spotify.

In its second week, rap-
per Nicki Minaj’s “The
Pinkprint” retained its
No. 2 position in the chart
with 156,000 total units
sold, from 105,000 al-

bums, 405,000 songs and
1.4 million hits on stream-
ing.

A cappella quintet
Pentatonix held at No. 3
with “That’s Christmas to
Me” registering 131,000
total sales units.

The revamped Billboard
200 counts 10 songs
downloaded as equal to
one album unit, while
1,500 online streams
equals one album unit.

The new chart formula
unveiled this month is an
effort to better represent
current music consump-
tion, Billboard said.
Album sales have been in
steady decline with the
rise of individual song
downloads and Internet
streaming.
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Singer Taylor Swift performs on ABC’s “Good Morning America” to promote
her new album “1989” in New York, October 30, 2014.

Director Ava DuVernay poses at the 26th Annual
Palm Springs International Film Festival Awards
Gala in Palm Springs, California, January 3, 2015.

JAYCEE CHAN, the son
of kung fu movie star
Jackie Chan, will stand
trial today on a drugs
charge, media reported on
Tuesday, the latest in a se-
ries of minor celebrities
accused of narcotics of-
fences.

The microblog post from

the semi-official newspa-
per, Legal Evening News,
said the younger Chan, a
32-year-old actor and
singer, would be tried in
Eastern District Court in
Beijing in a case that will
be closely watched by the
Chinese people.

He was formally

charged last month with
“the crime of sheltering
others to take drugs” after
testing positive for mari-
juana, with police saying
they found 100 grams of
the drug at his home.

Calls to the Eastern
District Court went unan-
swered.

Jaycee Chan is among a
string of other mostly B-
list celebrities detained
last year by Chinese au-
thorities on drug-related
charges that have been
publicized widely in both
state and social media.
They have included movie
and television stars, film

directors and a prominent
screenwriter.

Their detentions have
come amid a campaign by
China’s Ministry of Public
Security to get tough on
drugs, gambling and pros-
titution.It is highly likely
that Jaycee Chan will be
found guilty as convic-

tions are nearly certain in
Chinese courts.

Last month, state
media reported that
Jackie Chan felt ashamed
of his son’s drug abuse
and hopes that one
day he will speak out
about the dangers of tak-
ing drugs.

Swift’s ‘1989’ edges
out ‘Frozen’ for year’s
top-selling album

‘Selma’ director makes history
even before awards are bestowed

Jackie Chan to stand trial in China on drugs charge 
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HIT movie versions of
Broadway musicals
are rare but the
creators of the Disney
film of Stephen
Sondheim’s revered
“Into the Woods” are
hoping its smash
opening in the United
States will be
replicated abroad.

The film starring
Meryl Streep as the
Witch, Emily Blunt as
the Baker’s Wife and
Johnny Depp as a louche
Wolf is approaching the
$100 million box-office
mark since its Christmas
Day opening, its
producers said on the eve
of its British premiere.

The film earned more
on its first weekend than
the movie versions of the
Abba musical “Mamma
Mia!” or “Les
Miserables”, according to
industry website Box
Office Mojo.

“It’s been a great
journey and from a
business perspective
we’re delighted that it is
reaching a very, very
broad audience,” co-
producer Marc Platt said
on Wednesday.

“As a little anecdote, I

actually called Steve
Sondheim and James
Lapine (who wrote the
book) the day after it
opened on Christmas
Day and was able to say
to each of them that in
that one day more people
saw the film than

experienced it in its two
Broadway runs
combined,” Platt told a
news conference.

It was never certain
that “Into the Woods” –
an amalgam of familiar
fairytales including
Little Red Riding Hood,

Cinderella and Jack and
the Beanstalk which do
not turn out as expected
– would make it to the
screen.

Director and co-
producer Rob Marshall
spent years trying to pull
together a cast and get
studio backing for a film
version of the musical,
which opened on
Broadway in 1987.

“It took time because
you know musicals are
still a risk and Sondheim
musicals are few and far
between,” Marshall said.

“We brought it to
Disney and we were
excited that they were
interested in redefining
what a modern fairytale
could be for their
company. We weren’t
sure that would be the
case and it was, which
was thrilling, but we
had to make it for a
price.”

“BIRDMAN” and
“Boyhood,” two of the
front-runners for
Hollywood’s film
honours this year, were
nominated along with a
slew of small movies on
Monday for the top
Producers Guild 
Award, a reliable
predictor of the best
picture Oscar.

Among the ten films
nominated for
outstanding producer in
the motion picture were
noir L.A. drama
“Nightcrawler” and the
tale of a drummer’s
obsession in “Whiplash,”
both small independent
films with Oscar
chances.

The notable
exclusions were two
films that opened
December 25, Angelina
Jolie’s second film as
director, the World War
Two survival story
“Unbroken,” and the
civil rights drama
“Selma”.

Clint Eastwood’s
portrayal of an Iraq war
hero in “American
Sniper” made the list,
as did two British
biopics, “The Imitation
Game” and “The Theory
of Everything”.

Rounding out the
nominations were the

film adaptation of the
best-selling novel “Gone
Girl,” the American

wrestling tragedy
“Foxcatcher” and the
offbeat period comedy

“The Grand Budapest
Hotel”.

“Birdman,” a satire of

show business, and
“Boyhood,” a coming-of-
age drama filmed over

12 years with the same
actors, are the
favourites going into
the awards season that
kicks off next Sunday
with the Golden Globe
Awards.

The Producers Guild
of America has 6 700
members, and in its 25
years handing out its
top award has managed
to choose the eventual
winner of the Academy
Award for best picture
for the last seven 
years.

The PGA hands out
its awards on January
24, while the Oscars are
held on February 22.

Sony Pictures
Classics and Fox
Searchlight Pictures,
the art-house units of
Sony Pictures and 20th
Century Fox, each had
two films in the ten
nominations. Among the
big studios, only Warner
Bros. and 20th Century
Fox had nominees, with
one each.

In the animated
motion picture category,
the PGA nominated
blockbusters “Big Hero
6,” “How to Train Your
Dragon 2” and “The
LEGO Movie,” and
smaller films “The Book
of Life” and “The
Boxtrolls”.

‘Birdman’, ‘Boyhood,’ small films vie for Producers Guild Award

Director Alejandro Inarritu (third from right) poses with actors Amy Ryan (left), Edward Norton (second left),
Emma Stone (third from left), Michael Keaton (second from right) and Andrea Riseborough (right) during the
photo call for the movie ‘Birdman or (The unexpected virtue of ignorance)’ at the 71st Venice Film Festival
August 27, 2014.

SONY’S provocative
North Korea parody
“The Interview” has
earned more than $31
million from online,
cable and telecoms sales
since its December
release, Sony Pictures
Entertainment said on
Tuesday.

The raunchy comedy
film was rented or
purchased more than 4.3
million times between
December 24 and
January 4 on online and
video-on-demand
platforms.

To date, the film has
earned $5 million at the
theatrical box office,
with 580 independent
theatres showing the
movie in North America.

Sony’s ‘The
Interview’
earns $31
million
online, $5
million at
theatres

US hit film musical ‘Into the
Woods’ begins global push

Actors Tracey Ullman, Meryl Streep, James Corden and Emily Blunt (left to right)
laugh during a media event for the film ‘Into the Woods’, in London.
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THAT’S commitment,
girl! After contracting
the Chikungunya
virus while in French
Polynesia with
friends, Lindsay
Lohan decided to stay
on vacation. On
Saturday, the actress
took to Twitter to
share an important
message following
her diagnosis.

“Before I got chikun-
gunya. Use [bug] spray
please. God bless,” she
wrote alongside a serene
pic of herself cruising on
a jet ski around her lux-

ury beach resort. A
golden sky, sweeping
mountains, and rows of
over-the-water cabanas
can be seen in the back-
drop. It certainly does
look like a lovely time. A
series of crying emojis
and praying hands com-
pleted her message.

Chikungunya is trans-
mitted to people by mos-
quitos and its symptoms
include fever, headache,
muscle and joint pain,
swelling, and rashes.
Though it’s rarely fatal,
there is no vaccine to
prevent the virus or

medical treatment for
the condition once it’s
contracted. (In other
words, her advice is
good: Wear bug spray!)
Despite her condition,
however, the 28-year-old
star is clearly deter-
mined to enjoy her get-
away.

Just a few days after
revealing she was in-
fected, Lohan posted an-
other update. In the
Instagram shot (seen at
the top of this post), the
actress poses in between
two of her fellow travel-
ers, Fabienne Bratschi
and longtime bestie
Patrick Aufdenkamp.
Sporting a spaghetti-
strapped tank, aviator
sunglasses, and a smat-
tering of bracelets,
Lindsay looks serene
and happy.

“In good faith with
good people. I refuse to
let a virus ruin my
peaceful vacation. Be
safe and happy on the
new year,” she captioned
the snap before adding,
“And a positive, healthy
new year.” She repeated
her use of praying hands
in this post. Guess she’s
feeling extra-spiritual
these days.

SAN FRANCISCO –
Rapper Dr. Dre and
record producer Jimmy
Iovine are being vilified
as scam artists in a law-
suit that alleges the duo
duped one of their for-
mer partners in Beat
Electronics before sell-
ing the trendy head-
phone maker to Apple
for $3 billion last year.

The complaint filed
Tuesday in San Mateo
Superior Court accuses
Dre and Iovine of double
crossing Noel Lee, the
founder of video and
audio cable maker
Monster LLC.

Lee once held a 5 per-
cent stake in Beats as
part of a partnership be-
tween the headphone
maker and Monster that
ended in 2012. The law-
suit alleges Dre and
Iovine orchestrated a
“sham” deal with smart-
phone maker HTC in
2011 that led to the ter-
mination of the Monster
alliance.

The suit alleges the
shady manoeuvring
prompted Lee to pare
his stake in Beats to
1.25 percent before sell-
ing his remaining hold-
ings for $5.5 million in
the autumn of 2013
after being assured by
Beats executives that
there were no plans to

sell the company for at
least several years.

Beats announced its
sale to Apple in May,
opening the door for Dre
and Iovine to become ex-
ecutives at the iPhone
and iPad maker. Had he
held on to his 1.25 per-
cent stake, Lee would
have received more than
$30 million in the Apple
deal. His original 5 per-
cent stake would have
been worth roughly
$150 million.

e, reaped the biggest
jackpots in the Apple
deal, though the precise
size of their windfalls
hasn’t been disclosed.

Lee’s lawsuit says Dre
and Iovine each owned
15 percent stakes in the
early stages of the Beats
partnership.

Apple Inc., which now
employs Dre and Iovine,
declined to comment on
the lawsuit. The
Cupertino company isn’t
named in the complaint.
Besides Dre and Iovine,
the lawsuit targets HTC
America Holding Ltd.
and Paul Wachter, a
Beats investor and
board member.

Phone messages seek-
ing comment were left
for Dre’s attorney and a
Beats publicist Tuesday
evening.

The bitterness seeping

through Lee’s lawsuit
contradicts how Lee de-
scribed the ending of the
Beats partnership in a
late 2013 interview with
The Associated Press. At
that time, Lee called it
an “amicable” parting
and said he was paid
“very generously” in roy-
alties.

This isn’t the first
time that a former
Beats partner has
lashed out at Dre and
Iovine in court. David
Hyman, who sold his
music streaming service
MOG to Beats in 2012,
is suing the two men for
bad faith. That action,
filed shortly before the
Apple deal was sealed,
is unfolding in Los
Angeles Superior Court.

Lee appears to be in-
terested in recovering
the money that he be-
lieves he lost through
the alleged misconduct
of Dre and Iovine. The
lawsuit also depicts Lee
as the brains behind the
Beats By Dre head-
phones while casting
Dre and Iovine as little
more than figureheads.
One section of the law-
suit likens Lee to two
more famous innova-
tors, Apple co-founder
Steve Wozniak and
sound-system pioneer
Ray Dolby.

THIS love story did not
have a happy ending.
Best-selling author
Nicholas Sparks and his
wife Cathy – the inspi-
ration for his many
heart-wrenching novels
– are separating after
25 years of marriage, he
confirms to Us Weekly.

“Cathy and I have
separated,” Sparks, 49,
tells press. “This is of
course not a decision
we’ve made lightly. We
remain close friends
with deep respect for
each other and love for
our children. For our
children’s sake, we re-
gard this as a private
matter.”

The pair, who tied the
knot in 1989, share five
kids – sons Miles, Ryan,
and Landon, and twin
girls Lexie and

Savannah.
The famed scribe,

whose beloved books
(many adapted for the
big screen) include tear-
jerkers like The
Notebook, The Best of
Me, The Last Song, and
A Walk to Remember –
first met his wife during
spring break in his sen-
ior year at Notre Dame.
In an interview with GQ
last October, Sparks re-
called how he met
Cathy on a Monday. By
Tuesday, he told her: “I
will marry you.”

The two then ex-
changed passionate love
letters, much like a plot
from one of his beloved
films. “Between March,
when we met, and May,
when we graduated, I
don’t know, a hundred
love letters?” Sparks

speculated to GQ. “A
hundred and fifty?”

In a 2013 interview
with HuffPost Live,
Sparks told the site that
his wife served as the
inspiration for many of
the female characters in
his stories and subse-
quent film adaptations
starring A-listers like
Rachel McAdams (The
Notebook), Miley Cyrus
(The Last Song),
Julianne Hough (Safe
Haven), and more.

“I married a woman
who loves a lot,” Sparks
said of Cathy. “Certainly
every female character
I’ve ever crafted is a lot
like my wife. They’re in-
telligent and loyal,
they’re funny. And most
of all, they’re not wishy-
washy women. They’re
good, solid women."

Author of popular love
books splits from wife
after 25 years

Sick Lohan parties on
in French Polynesia

Lawsuit alleges Dr. Dre,
Jimmy Iovine swindled
Beats partner

Jimmy Iovine, left, and Dr. Dre, attend the WSJ Magazine 2014 Innovator Awards
at MoMA in New York. 

Lindsay Lohan with pals Patrick Aufdenkamp and
Fabienne Bratschi in French Polynesia
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HAPPY birthday to the King!
Elvis Presley would have been 80

years old yesterday, an occasion that
was marked with a multi-day celebra-
tion in Memphis, Tennessee at his
Graceland mansion. The party included
birthday cake, movie screenings and an
auction of artefacts like his first driver’s
license and first acetate recording.

Even though he died in 1977, Presley
remains one of the best-selling artists of
all time and still deserves the title of
the “King of Rock and Roll”, according to
fellow musicians and fans.

“He has stayed on top all these years,”
said Scotty Moore, 83, of Nashville, the
guitarist and last man standing from
the recording session that yielded the
1954 hit “That’s All Right”.

That first session at Sun Studios in

Memphis changed everything in popu-
lar music and culture, said Peter
Cooper, writer and editor for Nashville’s
Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum.

“It changed all of our lives, even those
of us who weren’t born yet. It changed
the way we dress and the way we wear
our hair and the way we talk,” said
Cooper. “It was a reset button for the
United States of America.”

Presley was born in poverty in
Tupelo, Mississippi in 1935, and as a
teen moved to Memphis with his par-
ents and absorbed the mixture of blues,
rhythm and blues, and African-
American gospel from which rock music
emerged. His influence has been cited
by top pop acts from The Beatles to
Justin Timberlake.

“You could hear Dean Martin in his
voice, you could hear black gospel, you
could hear country music,” said
Nashville-based musician Bill Lloyd,
one half of the country-rock duo Foster
and Lloyd.

Country Music Hall of Fame guitarist
Harold Bradley, 89, who played on

many of Presley’s RCA recordings on
Nashville’s Music Row, remembered
Presley as “a terrific guy” with a
tremendous influence.

“I think we still play some of the licks
that he and Scotty Moore and that
group that kind of invented rock ‘n’ roll
played,” said Bradley.

Elvis lives on in
music, culture
as fans mark his
80th birthday

A CONCUSSION wasn’t the only
downside to Melissa Gilbert’s 2012 run
on Dancing With the Stars.

The former Little House on the
Prairie actress has revealed in an alter-
nately hilarious and touching post on
her website that her experience on the
reality show – in which she and part-
ner Maksim Chmerkovskiy powered
through minor injuries to finish in fifth
place – negatively affected the self-
image issues she’d struggled with since
her late teens. The piece, entitled “A
Tale of Two Titties”, explained how the
dancing competition, motherhood, and
other factors affected her recent deci-
sion to have her breast implants re-
moved and, at age 50, accept her body.

“I had spent most of my life pres-
sured to look a certain way and I be-
lieved the hype,” wrote Gilbert, who
married actor Timothy Busfield in
2013. “The height of this obsession with
my outward appearance culminated
with my appearance on the dancing
show. It was all about spray tan and
glitter and glamor and what other peo-
ple think and being skinny, way too
skinny!! Yuck!!

“I stayed in that head space for sev-
eral months after that. Then I had a
rude awakening. A 300 pound patio
cover collapsed on my head. It was like
the universe smacking me in the head
and screaming, ‘WAKE UP
MELISSA!!!!’ Wake up I did. It was like
a light switch going on. The shallow-
ness of my existence at that point
brought me to my knees. I had to
change. I had to look inward and ad-
dress my issues (this looking inward is
a constant process by the way). It was
time for me to change. I had to focus on
what was real and true. I’d lost myself

somehow.”
Gilbert’s self-consciousness about her

body began when she was a young TV
star. She described wearing padded
bras on the last few seasons of Little
House, which ended in 1983. When she
starred in a TV version of Splendour in
the Grass in 1981, Gilbert noted she
was once again outfitted in a padded
bra, but also a girdle, a corset, and
painted-on cleavage. The actress now
says her natural breasts were right for
her body-type – “Perfect A cups” – but
she didn’t feel that way then, especially
after breast-feeding her first child, son
Dakota, in 1989.

“I was left feeling a bit uncomfortable

about my breasts but it was so worth it
to have my beautiful, healthy son,” she
wrote. “And then my husband at the
time, referred to my boobs as... and I
quote... ‘Socks full of marbles with
knots at the top.’

“A few years later we got divorced,”
continued Gilbert, whose ex-husbands
include Bo Brinkman and fellow actor
Bruce Boxleitner. “Not only because of
the sock comment. Although the sock
comment was symptomatic of all that
was wrong between us. And there I
was, single and feeling enormously in-
secure about my breasts. Then and
there, without doing any research, I
made the decision, to get my breasts

augmented. Not too big, just enough to
fill up the ‘socks’.”

After another pregnancy – her son
Michael was born in 1995 – and read-
ing about how implants should be re-
placed periodically, Gilbert decided to
replace her implants and get a breast
lift in 2004. She liked the results of the
procedure at first, but eventually was
overcome with worry.

“I couldn’t shake the idea that my
implants had a shelf life,” she shared
candidly. “They would have to have
them replaced every 10-15 years for the
rest of my life. It was possible that at
80 years old I might have to get new
implants! Huh?? I also began thinking
a lot about the silicone in my body and
what might go wrong.”

Dancing With the Stars and her so-
called smack from the universe con-
vinced her to lose the implants for
good. The lengthy essay, which she
posted on Dec. 31, explained that she
planned to have the procedure this
week.

“The bottom line... or top line... is
that; 1. I am concerned for my health
and 2. I don’t like the way they look or
feel. Frankly, I’d like to be able to take
a Zumba class without the fear that I’ll
end up with two black eyes,” she joked.

Gilbert tweeted Tuesday that she
was “in recovery. Surgery went great”.

In her blog, Gilbert noted that while
her acceptance of her body is ongoing,
she’s “truly happy” with where she is
now in her feelings about her body. She
even offered some inspirational advice
for others. “Ageing is a gift not a curse.
Love yourself. You are perfectly beauti-
ful. You are enough.”

Not wanting to get too sentimental,
Gilbert signed the post, “Tits McGee.”

Melissa Gilbert gets breast implants removed

Elvis Presley is seen in the front yard of his home at 1034 Audubon Drive,
Memphis, Tennessee in this handout photo from 1956, courtesy of The Elvis
Presley Estate. Presley would have been 80 years old on January 8, 2015, an
occasion that was marked with a multi-day celebration in Memphis, Tennessee
at his Graceland mansion. 

Actress Melissa Gilbert.
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Amere six months after
releasing the Four
Seasons drama “Jersey

Boys”, Clint Eastwood has
again lapped his younger
directing colleagues with his
second film of 2014 and his
best movie in years. “American
Sniper” is quintessentially
Eastwood: a tautly made,

confidently constructed
examination of the

themes that have long
dominated his work.

“American
Sniper”, based on
Navy SEAL
marksman
Chris Kyle’s
best-selling
memoir, is both a
tribute to the
warrior and a

lament for war.
Shirking politics, the film

instead sets its sights squarely
on its elite protagonist
(Bradley Cooper), a traditional
American war hero in an
untraditional war.

Here is an archetypal
American: a chew-spitting,
beer-drinking Texas cowboy
who enlists after the 1998
bombings of American

embassies with resolute
righteousness and noble
patriotic duty. The once
wayward Kyle finds his
true calling in the Navy,

and he heads to Iraq with a
moral certainty that no
amount of time served or

kills will shake. He’s there
to kill bad guys – “savages”

he calls them at one point.
And kill he does. With 160

confirmed kills, Kyle is
believed to be the most lethal
sniper in US history. The film
starts with a remarkable scene
of Kyle poised on an Iraq

rooftop with a young boy
holding a grenade in his scope.
Eastwood and screenwriter
Jason Hall flashback to Kyle’s
upbringing, where his father
taught him about “the gift of
aggression” and the honour of
defending others.

It’s the first of many cuts
between far-away battle and
the personal life Kyle leaves
behind. Shortly before shipping
out, he weds Taya, played by
Sienna Miller, who gives a
refreshingly lively take on a
usually one-dimensional
character. She’s more cynical
than her husband, who returns
to their growing family
between tours, his head
increasingly stuck in Iraq.

He’s much like a terse and
weary Western hero torn from
home; an early shot through
the front door of their home
evokes the famous final image
of John Ford’s “The Searchers”.
Instead of a Stetson, Kyle
wears a baseball cap, turned
backward when he takes aim.
“I’m better when it’s
breathing,” he tells an early
instructor after shooting a
snake.

Cooper is extraordinary as
Kyle. He has beefed up,
adopted an authentic Texas
drawl and endowed Kyle with
a commanding swagger. The
war steadily takes its toll on
his psyche, even if he’d never
admit it. When Kyle’s younger
brother, passing him on a
Tarmac in Iraq, curses the war,
Kyle looks him at with genuine
befuddlement.

Eastwood has, of course, long
been drawn to stories about
violence – necessary if
regrettable – in meting out
justice and the cost to those
that carry its heavy burden.

The question is if the mythical
rending of “American Sniper”
fits its more complex basis of
reality. Kyle, who died
tragically in early 2013, belies
easy summary. He, for one,
boasted of shooting looters in
New Orleans after Hurricane
Katrina. His clarity of mission
could also be said to mirror the
mistaken convictions of
politicians that put him in
Iraq.

But I believe Eastwood’s
purpose here is to depict a
straight arrow in the fog of a
questionable war. (A pivotal
late scene takes place in a
gathering sand storm that
obliterates the frame in clouds
of dust.) The soldier is true; the
war – confused, bureaucratic –
isn’t.

The film’s narrow
perspective, centred on Kyle, is
both the best and worst thing
about it. “American Sniper”
may be a much needed tribute
to the sacrifice of American
soldiers, but it’s lacking
context. Few Iraqis here are
seen as anything but the
enemy.

When Eastwood delved into
World War II in “Flags of Our
Fathers”, his switch to the
other side of the battlefield for
“Letters From Iwo Jima”
remains one of the most
profound moral decisions in
moviemaking. As fine as
“American Sniper” is, it’s in
need of a companion piece.

“American Sniper”, a Warner
Bros. release, is rated PG-13 by
the Motion Picture Association
of America for “strong and
disturbing war violence, and
language throughout including
some sexual references.”
Running time: 124 minutes.
Three stars out of four.

Review: ‘American Sniper’
is classic Eastwood

Bradley Cooper in scenes from ‘American Sniper’.
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Bridge

HOLLYWOOD actress
Angelina Jolie met
Pope Francis on
Thursday after a
screening at the
Vatican of her film
“Unbroken”, the
Vatican said.

The pope was not pres-
ent at the screening but
Jolie, who is a Goodwill
Ambassador for the
United Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), and
two of her children met

him briefly afterwards, a
spokesman said. Her hus-
band Brad Pitt was not
present.

Jolie, 39, directed the
film about American
Olympian and World War
Two hero Louis Zamperini,

whose plane was shot
down over the Pacific dur-
ing World War Two. It tells
the story of his survival in
a raft for nearly two
months and his later or-
deal as an inmate in pris-
oner of war camps.

Pope Francis meets Angelina Jolie during a private audience at the Vatican, yesterday.

Angelina Jolie meets pope after
Vatican screening of her film
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There is a difference between
ignoring advice altogether and choosing to disregard it. You’ll
educate yourself and then deliberately forget what you learned
in favor of finding your own way.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). One way to assist yourself in
making positive choices is to make them far in advance of
when you must. Planning your food, work, play and rest
very carefully will help you incorporate the new habits you
want to establish. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Powerful people need friends,
too! Befriend the high-ranking officials of the group. Tonight,
spending money on yourself won’t make you nearly as happy
as spending it on someone else would.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your creative mind is abuzz and
needs to wander and explore. At some point during the day,
you would benefit from giving yourself a stretch of free time
to see what you can come up with. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Certain people have a way of
contaminating your clarity. Limit your exposure to these
people today, and a strong sense of purpose will rise to the
surface to guide your every move. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As hard as you try, you can
never completely understand your love. Embrace the mystery,
because it provides delightful tension in your relationship. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Instead of thinking about what
could be, think about what is. The current reality holds so
much beauty and utility in it, and you’ll miss it all if you waste
too much time wishing. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Why survive when you can
thrive? Add more responsibility to your plate, and you’ll
quickly find out what’s really important. Tonight, someone
will send you subliminal love notes. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Avoid giving the
impression that you are angling for something, especially if
you are. People will throw up resistance if they know you
want something. Play it mellow, like there’s nothing in the
world you really need.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re a sponge for
knowledge. The best teacher of all will be firsthand
experience. Dive in. Things will not happen in the expected
order, but everything will get handled nonetheless. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You like and admire a certain
person, but you will not take the relationship to the next
level until you feel sure that your styles mesh well together.
Tonight will bring a test in this regard. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It will take a shift of perspective
to move you to the next income level. This can’t be forced,
but just knowing that you’ll have to see things differently will
help free up your vision.

CCBBCC TTVV CCHHAANNNNEELL 88
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By Corey Greaves

BARBADOS manager
Hartley Reid is
predicting that
Barbados will once
again retain the West
Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) Nagico Super
50 tournament which is
set to bowl off in
Trinidad and Tobago in
the next few days.

Speaking during the
practice match between
Barbados and the
Combined Campuses and
Colleges (CCC) at the 3Ws
Oval, Reid said that once
the team apply the basics,
and apply them well they
will once again retain the
title.

“The team is a good
team, we have good fast
bowlers, the spin is good
and we have good fielders
and batsmen,” said Reid.

As he spoke to the
mixture of experience and
youth in the team, Reid
explained that he is
quietly confident that
despite losing a number of
players to the West Indies
team currently on tour in
South Africa, the team has
not been weakened.

“We are fortunate that
our reserves can boast to
be on equal as the rest of
the Caribbean and they
are more than competent
(to perform the task).”

He was happy that the
West Indies selectors have
decided to reward the
Barbados players with a
call up to the next level.

“Over the years we have
been winning but not
given the quota others
team got when they won,”
however last year they
shone and were not
neglected.

Though wary of calling
the preparation adequate,
Reid mentioned that there
were a number of
centuries in the trial
matches and the Barbados
team should be able to
equip themselves when
the umpires call play in a
game.

As for what he has
brought to the team as
manager, Reid turned and
leaned back in his chair
before saying that he does
not attribute much to
himself but he tries to
keep the players focus on
the game and their
approach to the game as
professionals.

“If there is a legacy, I
would like that I would
have trained their minds
in being professionals.The
players are no less
talented or gifted than the
other players in the

region, but it has to do
with their approach.

“No longer is it about
self, but there is a
responsibility to 
the country and
supporters.”

Barbados is set to play
the CCC in their first
match which is slated for
January 15 at the
National Cricket Centre at
9 a.m. and with a new look
CCC team both teams got
a look at each other
yesterday during the
practice game.

The following is the groups:
GROUP “A” – Barbados
Pride, Combined Campuses
& Colleges, Guyana Jaguars,
Windward Islands Volcanoes
GROUP “B” – Jamaica
Franchise, Leeward Islands
Hurricanes, Trinidad &
Tobago Red Force, West
Indies Under-19s

THE highly popular G4S
Masters Tournament will
bowl off this Saturday,
January 10, at various
grounds around the
island.

This year’s tournament
will see the same 32 teams
from last year competing
once again. The teams
have been divided into
four groups of eight with
defending champions

Wildey Sports Club
competing in Zone D.

Managing Director of
G4S,Roger Barrow,was on
hand for yesterday’s press
launch of the tournament
and noted that they are
pleased once again to be
associated with the
tournament. G4S is the
tournament’s longest
serving sponsor and
Barrow noted their

commitment to the
tournament was mostly
because of the professional
manner in which it is run
by the organisers.

There are no significant
changes to the running of
this year’s tournament,
but Chairman of the
organising committee
Hensley Robinson
explained that they will be
taking a look at the

punctuality of some of the
teams.

Robinson expressed that
they had noticed a
worrying trend where
teams were turning up
late for matches and so
forcing the fixture to turn
into a 20 over a side affair.
He stated that they had a
frank meeting with
representatives from the
majority of the teams

earlier this week notifying
them that this chronic
lateness could have a
negative impact on the
usual high standard of the
tournament.

The former Barbados
cricketer made it known
that they will not be this
year enforcing any cut-off
time for play to start.
However, he warned that
if the situation continues

they may be forced to
implement a cut-off time
next year.

Defending champions
Wildey Sports Club will
take on Massey Stores
Spartan in their opening
fixture this Saturday at
the Samuel Jackman
Prescod Ground in Wildey.
All matches are expected
to begin at 12:30 p.m.
(PG)

Masters cricket bowls off this weekend

Barbados Manager
predicts another title

Kyle Corbin taking evasive action after the rain
came down.Tino Best flying through the air before sending down this delivery.

        



AFTER a
disappointing Test
series the West Indies
will be looking to
bounce back with a
series win over South
Africa in the Twenty20
International Series
which bowls off today
with the first match in
Cape Town.

The West Indies will be
facing a relatively
depleted Proteas who will
be without top bowlers
Dale Steyn, Morne
Morkel and Vernon
Philander as well as
explosive batsman AB de
Villiers. Meanwhile, the
West Indies will be
boosted by the inclusion
of big hitting players like
Kieron Pollard, Chris
Gayle and Dwayne
Smith.

West Indies T20
Captain Darren Sammy
was optimistic yesterday
when he spoke to
reporters. He pointed out
that T20 is a format that
the West Indies have been
very successful in over the
last few years and they
were very confident
heading into the series.
He told reporters that it
was important for the
West Indies to get the

series started on a
winning note.

“We have won a World
Cup three years ago and
we believe we have some
of the best players in the
world in that format. We
have shown how well we
can play. It is about
coming here, this is a good
ground in Cape Town; I
have seen a lot of ads
about Protefire so I guess
Cape Town will be blazing
and somebody will come
out victorious and
hopefully that is the
Maroon Fire,” said
Sammy.

The team is chocked full

of talent and Sammy
pointed it will be difficult

to pick a final 11.
“It is a good headache

to have. From the time I
saw the team with myself,
Russell, Pollard, Dwayne
Smith, Gayle, but we are
missing our number one
and two bowlers, Narine
and Badree, but it is 
going to be a difficult 
11 to pick. It is a worry
that we are happy to
have. Whatever 11 we 
put out will go out and
defend competively
against South Africa,” he
stated.

The match is expected
to begin at 12 noon
Eastern Caribbean Time.
The full team is as
follows. (PG)
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ST. JOHN’S, ANTIGUA –
The Board of Directors of
the West Indies Cricket
Board will hold its first
meeting for 2015 on
January 10 at the
Tradewinds Hotel in
Antigua.

High on the agenda of
the Board Meeting are
matters relating to the
governance of West Indies
cricket.

At the previous meeting
of the Board of Directors in
December last, the meeting
reviewed various
governance reports and
committed to further
discussing the various
recommendations with a
view to implementing best
practice in corporate
governance.

The WICB has
previously implemented

over 80 per cent of the
recommendations of the
Patterson Report and
agreed to the majority of
the Governance
Committee report which
was chaired by Charles
Wilkin QC. At a specially
convened meeting of the
members of the WICB in
2012, ten of the 17
recommendations were
agreed to. Specifically

directors nominated by the
Territorial Boards no
longer represent the
Territorial Boards at
Annual General Meetings.

Furthermore, as
generally recommended by
the Patterson Report the
WICB is about to conclude
the signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding with the
six Professional Cricket

League franchises. This
follows the implementation
of the PCL and the six
franchises which are being
independently and
professionally
administered through the
Territorial Boards.

The Board Meeting will
also further discuss the
Task Force report relating
to the premature end of the
tour of India.

Task Force Chairman
Michael Gordon QC had
presented the report and
responded to questions and
clarifications from
members of the Board at
its previous meeting in
December. The Board
studied the full report and
will make a specific
announcement relating to
way forward following the
Saturday meeting.

WICB directors to discuss governance matters at Antigua meeting

West Indies looking to
rebound in T20 series

Dwayne Smith.

West Indies T20 captain Darren Sammy.

West Indies Twenty20: Darren Sammy (c),
Denesh Ramdin (wk), Kieron Pollard, Chris

Gayle, Andre Fletcher, Sulieman Benn, Carlos
Brathwaite, Sheldon Cottrell, Ashley Nurse,

Jason Holder, Lendl Simmons, Marlon
Samuels, Dwayne Smith, Andre Russell.

South Africa: Faf du Plessis (captain), Kyle
Abbott, Farhaan Behardien, Marchant de

Lange, Reeza Hendricks, Imran Tahir, David
Miller, Justin Ontong, Wayne Parnell, Aaron
Phangiso, Kagiso Rabada, Rilee Rossouw,

Morne van Wyk, David Wiese.
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INTERNATIONALLY acclaimed
training programme Get Into Rugby
is coming to Barbados in 2015. After
a very successful trial run from
August to December 2014, involving
approximately 25 children form both
primary and secondary schools, the
Barbados Rugby Football Union
(BRFU) will be officially launching
this activity later this month.

The Get Into Rugby programme is part
of the World Rugby (formerly
International Rugby Board) strategy to
grow the Game globally in partnership
with member Regions and Unions. The
programme is a central part of the World
Rugby initiative to grow Rugby as it
rejoins the Olympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro in 2016.

The aim of the programme is to
encourage players of all ages to Try, Play
and Stay in Rugby. Get Into Rugby will
promote the values of the Game and
ensure children are encouraged to try
Rugby in a safe and progressive
environment.

The initial phase of the programme will
be to get children to try Rugby in clubs,
schools and local communities in order to
learn and experience the values, passion,
principles and skills of Rugby.This will be
supported by trained coaches, teachers
and leaders. There are free to use games
for teachers and coaches to use.

The Try phase of the programme is
designed to consist entirely of non-contact
Rugby. In the next phase, players will
progress to play the Game in a safe, fun
environment – in leagues, festival events
and programmes,after an initial training
period. Once more, there are free to use
games for teachers and coaches to use.

In the Play phase, contact is introduced
for the first time in a safe and progressive
manner so that players gradually learn
the skills needed to play contact Rugby.

The focus of the stay stage will be to
support players to progress and stay in
Rugby as a player, coach, referee,
administrator, volunteer or fan in joining

teams, clubs, communities and national
Unions.

Rugby is already being promoted at
several primary and secondary schools
across the island, including Queen’s
College, Harrison College, Princess
Margaret, Christ Church Foundation,
Providence and St. George Primary.

In 2014, the national U19 Rugby Team
placed second in the annual NACRA
(North America Caribbean Rugby
Association) Tournament held in Trinidad
and Tobago, beaten only by Mexico. Get
Into Rugby is an excellent introduction to
the sport, and ensures the safety of the
children, while making it a fun and
exciting activity. Barbados Rugby was
also very well represented farther afield
with Sevens teams competing in Hong
Kong, Las Vegas (USA) and the United
Kingdom.

Historically, Rugby has been a part of

local heritage since it was introduced by
British soldiers in the early Colonial days.
Today, the BRFU makes its home at the
historic Garrison Savannah, and has
hosted dozens of visiting teams. Young
GIR participants can be found on the
pitch there every Saturday morning from
10 a.m. The four competing clubs start
their season on Saturday January 10,
with matches at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.The
public is invited to attend and cheer on the
Emperors, Renegades, Tridents and
Scorpions as they compete every week,
with two matches scheduled each
Saturday afternoon.

Later on in 2015, several overseas
teams ranging from U18s to Veterans will
be in Barbados for an average of seven
days per team, and will be taking part in
other recreational activities during their
visits.This provides good competition and
training for the local players while

contributing significantly to the local
tourism industry.

Rugby is valued as a sport for men and
women, boys and girls. It builds
teamwork, understanding, co-operation
and respect for fellow athletes. Its
cornerstones are, as they always have
been: the pleasure of participating; the
courage and skill which the Game
demands; the love of a team sport that
enriches the lives of all involved; and the
lifelong friendships forged through a
shared interest in the Game.

It is because of, not despite, Rugby’s
intensely physical and athletic
characteristics that such great
camaraderie exists before and after
matches. The long-standing tradition of
players from competing teams enjoying
each other’s company away from the pitch
and in a social context remains at the
very core of the Game.

WITH just over a week until the start of
2015 Mount Gay Round Barbados Race
Series (January 16-24), the party
atmosphere on the beautiful Caribbean
island of Barbados is beginning to heat
up.

Organised by Barbados Cruising Club
in association with Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc and Mount Gay, this
event, which is now in its 79th year,
promises to be one of the best yet with
over 50 yachts expected to take part
including over 20 overseas entries. For
those keen to escape the European winter
and head to the sun, there are also plenty
of last minute individual charter crew
places available.

One of the big attractions for teams
such as the British VO70 Monster Project
are the record-breaking opportunities in
the 60 nautical mile Mount Gay Round
Barbados Race on January 21.There are
currently 14 established records in this
race, all of which offer the skipper’s
weight in Mount Gay Extra Old Rum if
broken.

The event is also seeing a classic revival

with Elena (A Class Racing Schooner,
55m), Tres Hombres (Brigantine 33m),
and the locally built Schooner Ruth
(30.5m) hoping to maintain the event’s
tradition,which saw the first race in 1936
based upon bragging rights for the fastest
Trading Schooner round Barbados.

Competitors who rate the event among
their favourites say that as well as the
tradition, first class race organisation,
and the ultra friendly island atmosphere,
it is the constant 12-18 knot east to east-
north-east trade winds that act as a real
draw.

Andy Budgen who’ll be there to defend
Monster Project’s round the island record
from last year, said: “This is the perfect
Caribbean regatta for a charter VO70
like ours. We always have good,
competitive racing and constant breezes
are almost guaranteed.But most of all we
have a lot of fun and really enjoy
embracing the island spirit.”

The interesting range of entries include
dinghy catamarans, the highly
competitive J/24 fleet, a large contingent
of cruiser-racers in the 38-50ft band, plus

two VO60s – Cuba Libre (which still has
charter spaces available) and Ambersail.

As well as the British VO70 Monster
Project, and a Farr 72, Maximizer, which
has been chartered by the American
Embassy in Bridgetown, there’s a team of
local hot-shots preparing to raise the
game on their Botin Carkeek-designed
TP52 – Conviction.

Marc Gentilin from the Barbados
Offshore Sailing Syndicate (BOSS) that
runs the TP52 Conviction project that
promotes youth in sailing, says he and
Clint Brooks, the skipper have great
hopes for the team.

Gentilin commenting on the TP52
project said: “BOSS is the brain child of
Clint Brooks. The idea is have a
manageable, yet powerful Caribbean
owned racing boat for charter. Having
spent most of his life as a professional
sailor Clint wanted to share his love of
sailing big powerful boats with those that
wouldn’t otherwise have that
opportunity. BOSS believes that
promoting youth in sailing and in general
is essential to the future of our sport the

world over, but locally most specifically.”
Chatting about record-breaking

prospects, Gentilin added: “The
combination of a fast boat and smart
team on board means we believe we can,
at the very least break the monohull 60
foot and under record as well as having
a great chance at taking the series overall
win. With the right weather conditions,
the team we have put together and the
boat also have a chance at taking the
outright monohull record.”

After racing each day competitors and
visitors to the event can enjoy the Mount
Gay Rum fine Caribbean hospitality that
will be in full flow.There’ll also be a party
every night including the legendary
Mount Gay Red Cap party and the final
grand prizegiving party at the Beach
House. Lay day activities include a
Barbados Polo Club exhibition match,
and a visit to Mount Gay Distilleries in
Brandon.

To benefit from the Mount Gay Round
Barbados Race early bird entry discount,
which closes on January 14, 2015, go to
the event website.

Island prepares for opening race next week

BRFU promoting Get Into Rugby

One of the pre-season sessions at the Garrison Savannah.
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BRISBANE – Roger
Federer avoided an
embarrassing start to
the new season when
he dug himself out of
trouble to beat little-
known journeyman
John Millman 4-6 6-4 6-
3 at the Brisbane Inter-
national yesterday.

What was expected to
be a romp in the park for
the Swiss maestro quickly
turned into a old-fash-
ioned scrap as he strug-
gled to overcome a player
ranked 153rd in the world
who had only won three
ATP matches in his ca-
reer.

Federer, who needs just
three more wins to chalk
up 1 000 career victories,
looked a shadow of the
player who has captured
17 grand slam titles when
he committed 38 unforced
errors to the disbelief of
the crowd at the Pat
Rafter Arena.

The world number two
conceded the opening set
when he sprayed a fore-
hand volley over the base-
line then fell 3-1 behind
in the second when he
dropped serve for the 
second time in the match.

But once Federer ele-
vated his game and began
to eliminate some of his
mistakes, Millman, a 25-
year-old local from
Brisbane who was given
a wildcard to play in the

Australian Open warm-
up event, was unable to
stay with him.

Federer twice broke
Millman’s serve to claim
the second set then broke
him twice more in the 
decider to book his place
in Friday’s quarter-
finals against James
Duckworth, another wild-
card recipient.

“I was under a lot of
pressure and I thought I
got quite lucky in the sec-
ond set,” Federer said in a
courtside interview.

“He was playing some
great tennis until the last
couple of games, so credit
to him.”

At 33 and without a
grand slam win since
2012, Federer’s best days
already seem behind him
and Thursday’s flawed
performance will have
done little to ease his sup-
port’s anxiety with the
first grand slam of the
year approaching.

But Federer said he was
unfazed by his rusty start
and was relieved to get his
first win of the season as
he prepares for the
Australian Open, starting
in Melbourne in 11 days.

“It’s the first match of
the season, so you never
know what to expect,” he
said.

“I was sweating like
crazy. I was just happy to
win.”

Rusty Federer
scrapes
through to win 
season debut

Roger Federer, who needs just three more wins to
chalk up 1 000 career victories, looked a shadow of
the player who has captured 17 grand slam titles
when he committed 38 unforced errors to the 
disbelief of the Brisbane crowd.
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Cleveland – Australian star
guard Kyrie Irving scored 38
points but did so in a 
losing cause as the Houston
Rockets pulled away late 
to defeat the Cleveland
Cavaliers 105-93.

Houston’s James Harden, the
NBA scoring leader,went only 6-
of-18 from the field but led the
Rockets with 21 points as the
visitors outscored the Cavaliers
32-19 in the fourth quarter in
taking their third victory in five
games.

The Cavaliers remain without
injured star LeBron James,
the NBA’s number two scorer
who has a sore back and 
knee.

Dwight Howard scored 17
points and grabbed a season-
high 19 rebounds for Houston
while reserve Josh Smith added
16 points, seven of them in the
fourth quarter.

Irving’s season-high point
total included only four points in
the final period after torching
Houston for 34 over the opening
three quarters. His first field
goal in the fourth quarter did
not come until that was only
about a minute remaining in the
game.

Houston’s Corey Brewer
scored eight of his 12 points in
the fourth quarter and Trevor
Ariza netted 13 points for the
Rockets.

J.R. Smith played more than
17 minutes off the bench but
went scoreless in his Cavaliers
debut, missing all five of his
shots. He was part of a three-

team, six-player deal earlier in
the week.

Kevin Love added 17 points
and 16 rebounds for the
Cavaliers while Tristan
Thompson scored 11 for

Cleveland, which lost for the
sixth time in seven games.
They are 19-17 overall but 
only 1-5 since James was side-
lined.

The Cavaliers open their road

trip Friday at Golden State,
which has the NBA’s best record
at 27-5.

The Rockets improved to 24-
11, fifth in the Western
Conference.

Irving scores 38 but Cavs fall to Rockets

KAPALUA, Hawaii –
Predictions are a dangerous
business, especially in golf.

How many could have
guessed that Tiger Woods, No. 1
in the world and coming off a
five-win season, would play in
only nine tournaments, finish
only four of them and plunge to
No. 32 in the world because of
injuries?

Or that Bubba Watson, who
had gone 38 events without 
winning, would finish 2014 as
highest-ranked American?

Instead, the start of a new
year at Kapalua allows a look
into the future – not what 
will happen, but the five events
that hold the most anticipation.

THE MASTERS: Already the
highlight of any year, this will be
the first time since 1991 that a
player showed up at Augusta
National with a chance to 
complete the career Grand
Slam. That was Lee Trevino.
And it wasn’t much of a chance.
Trevino was 51, and he never
seriously contended at Masters.

Rory McIlroy is 25.
Not only has Boy Wonder cap-

tured the last two majors, he
probably should have had a

green jacket by now. He had a
four-shot lead going into the
final round in 2011 before he
imploded into a series of blun-
ders on his way to an 80.

The only potential distraction
is his day in court over a lawsuit
involving his former manage-
ment company. The trial is
scheduled for February.

If history is any indication,
don’t read too much into his
form during the road to the
Masters. The last time one
player faced so much scrutiny at
the Masters was Woods in 2001
when he was going for an un-
precedented sweep. Woods
heard whispers that he was in a
slump because he went six
straight tournaments without
winning at the start of the year.
Woods then ran off three
straight victories, culminating
with another green jacket and
his place in history.

THE US OPEN: There are
more compelling elements at
the US Open than the Masters.
But the US Open doesn’t whet
the public’s appetite in the cold
of winter with the Masters com-
mercial that made you wish
April could get here tomorrow.

This year delivers back-to-
back majors where someone can
join the most elite group in golf
with a career Grand Slam –
McIlroy at the Masters, Phil
Mickelson at the US Open.
Mickelson already had one
crack at it last year at Pinehurst
No. 2 and he never broke par.
Lefty is in great shape physi-
cally – the public will get its first
look at him in two weeks – and
even at 44, he believes he will
have multiple chances.

His next one will be a course
no one knows. The US Open
goes to Chambers Bay outside
Seattle, an expansive, links-
looking course that hosted the
2010 US Amateur but nothing
of significance at the profes-
sional level.

And something else brand
new for the US Open – Joe Buck
and Greg Norman will be call-
ing the shots. This marks the
debut of Fox Sports in major
championship golf.

RETURN OF TIGER: Woods
hasn’t revealed where he will
start his 2015 campaign, but if
there is one tournament to
gauge his progress, mark down
the Cadillac Championship at

Doral.
Torrey Pines is always a good

measure – Woods, an eight-time
champion at Torrey, missed the
54-hole cut last year in a sign of
what was to come. But the inter-
national stars – McIlroy, Adam
Scott, Henrik Stenson, Justin
Rose – are not likely to be any-
where on the West Coast. For
the first time, a true test for
Woods is more than the golf
course. It’s the field.

The first big gathering will be
the Honda Classic, and while
Woods was runner-up three
years ago, he has never won at
PGA National.

That’s what makes Doral such
an interesting tournament as it
relates to Woods. All the stars
will be in Miami, and while
Doral has undergone significant
changes ever since Donald
Trump bought it, Woods is a
five-time winner on the Blue
Monster.

RYDER CUP CAPTAIN:
America usually has a new
Ryder Cup captain by now. Now
it has a task force.

The next meeting of this illus-
trious group is not until the first
week in February, and it’s any-

one’s guess when it will select
the 2016 captain for Hazeltine.
Tom Watson didn’t work out in
a loss last September in
Scotland that was ugly on many
levels. Fred Couples is popular
with the players and 3-0 as cap-
tain in the Presidents Cup.
Then again, it’s a little easier to
beat an International team
playing under a manufactured
flag than a European team play-
ing for its tour.

The pendulum was swinging
toward the Americans before
the fiasco at Gleneagles. The
best thing the task force can do
is not overthink this.

ST. ANDREWS: It’s always a
special year when golf ’s oldest
championship returns to St.
Andrews, especially when it’s
time to say goodbye. This year
that honor belongs to Tom
Watson, playing in his final
British Open, the only man 
to claim the claret jug on 
five courses (but never St.
Andrews).

And it’s a chance for Watson to
be remembered for what he can
do with a club in his hand on a
links course, instead of driving
a cart at Gleneagles.

Golf begins a new year with five events to keep an eagle eye on

Kyrie Irving of the Cleveland Cavaliers is defended by Patrick Beverley of the Houston Rockets
during the first half of their game on January 7, 2015 at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio.

LONDON – Formula One
champion Lewis Hamilton 
celebrated his 30th birthday 
on Wednesday, with Mercedes
team-mate Nico Rosberg 
hoping his ‘old’ opponent 
will be easier to beat this sea-
son.

“30!! Have a great party! This
day is good for me. You are old
now, so hopefully it will be eas-
ier for me this year,” the 29-
year-old German, runner-up to
Hamilton in a dominant cham-
pionship for the team, told his
rival on Twitter.

Hamilton won 11 grands prix
in 2014 to Rosberg’s five to take
his second title and become
Britain’s first multiple cham-
pion since Jackie Stewart took
the second of his three crowns
in 1971.

The man who made his
Formula One debut with
McLaren in 2007, and won his
first championship the follow-
ing year, has now won more
races than any other British
driver and starts the new sea-
son in March as favourite to tri-
umph again.

Hamilton and Rosberg have
been friends since their early
teens, when they were karting
team mates, but their relation-
ship was severely tested 
in the heat of battle last 
year.

Rosberg sends
birthday best
to ‘old’ rival
Hamilton
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 
our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Inc. 20-Oct-14 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,000

BICO Limited 04-Dec-14 - - - $1.65 $1.65 - $1.65 - 300 -

Banks Holdings Ltd. 03-Dec-14 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - - $2.89 - 62,915

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Ltd. 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd. 08-Jan-15 35 $2.55 $2.55 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 $2.50 $2.55 500 1,357

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd. 08-Jan-15 194 $3.01 $3.01 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 $3.00 $3.68 8,337 4,000

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 08-Jan-15 100 $1.90 $1.90 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.85 $1.90 50 7,900

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 07-Jan-15 - - - $0.22 $0.22 - $0.17 $0.22 16,333 619
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 07-Jan-15 - - - $0.54 $0.54 - $0.54 $0.55 714 16,333
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Ltd. 06-Jan-15 - - - $6.34 $6.34 - $6.38 - 219,800 -

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd. 17-Dec-14 - - - $2.41 $2.41 - $2.45 $2.59 251 4,440

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,728 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 1,112

Massy Holdings Ltd. -* 06-Jan-15 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $20.00 - 60,000 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 08-Jan-15 200 $8.25 $8.25 $6.20 $6.20 $0.00 $6.90 $8.25 4,000 800

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 05-May-14 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.26 - 1,589 -

Sagicor Financial Corporation 06-Jan-15 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.75 $1.80 3,500 122,613

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd. 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd. 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 529

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 29-Aug-14 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Aug-14 $103.00 122,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 20-Oct-14 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 8, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

02-Jan-15 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.5089 0.0056
02-Jan-15 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4908 0.0093
02-Jan-15 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2666 0.0015
31-Dec-14 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w   1.300 0.0010
02-Jan-15 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.8157   4.8157 4.8157  0.0334
02-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.     w  1.8488 0.0075
02-Jan-15 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0067 0.0041
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6900  4.6900 4.5962    0.0233
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8321  0.8321 0.8155    0.0048
30-Nov-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND  m   1.4173   1.4173 1.3889   0.0074
02-Jan-15 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND w    2.28 0.00
02-Jan-15 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w    1.27 -0.01
02-Jan-15 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -       w    1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 200 $8.25 $8.25 $6.20 $0.00
CAVE SHEPHERD AND COMPANY LIMITED 194 $3.01 $3.01 $3.00 $0.00
FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK 100 $1.90 $1.90 $1.80 $0.00
CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED 35 $2.55 $2.55 $3.00 $0.00

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 8, 2015

Five securities traded firm as 529 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $2,513.19. One Caribbean Media Limited
was the volume leader trading 200 shares at $8.25 before closing firm at $6.20. They were followed by Cave Shepherd and Company
Limited and FirstCaribbean International Bank which traded 194 and 100 shares respectively.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 8th, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 8, 2015 January 7, 2015
Local  2,138.20 2,138.20 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 611.40 611.40 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 8, 2015 January 7, 2015

Local  5,366.67 5,366.67 -   
Cross-list 2,849.60 2,849.60 -   
Composite 8,216.27 8,216.27 -                       

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.
Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.

PUT THROUGH NOTICE
Sagicor Asset Management Inc. would like to announce the put-
through of 4,779 shares in Sagicor Financial Corporation at $1.80 set to
take place on January 13th, 2015.

BSE NOTICE
Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Subsequent to the material notice
of December 29th, 2014 advising of the name change of Light and
Power Holdings Limited to Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated, the  BSE
wishes to advise that the symbols for the securities associated with the
former Light and Power Holdings Limited (LPH and LPH55) have been
changed - Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - ECI and Emera
(Caribbean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref - ECI55.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=74398&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb


Broad backs axed Cook to cement legend status
LONDON – Being
removed as England
captain for next
month’s 50-over Cricket
World Cup could turn
out to be a blessing in
disguise for test skipper
Alastair Cook,
according to team mate
Stuart Broad.

Poor personal form
with the bat and a bad
run of results for the
side led to the selectors
replacing Cook as
captain with Eoin
Morgan last month and
Broad believes the
Essex left-hander will
be re-energised and re-
invigorated after a spell
away from the game.

“I’ve spoken to
Alastair and he’s really
disappointed after
leading the team for
three and a half years
towards the World Cup
but he also knows it’s a

results-based business,”
the all-rounder told
Reuters in an interview
at Wentworth Golf
Club.

“With this sort of
decision you’ve got to
change your mindset
very quickly to being
positive. Now he can
look forward to a bit of
a break with his young
family and refresh for
what’s a massive year
of test cricket.”

Aside from the World
Cup in Australia and
New Zealand, England
have a packed test
schedule in 2015 with a
home Ashes encounter
against Australia and
tussles with New
Zealand, West Indies
and South Africa.

The 30-year-old Cook
has already hit more
test centuries (25) for
England than anyone
else and Broad believes
he could go on to break
every record in the book
in the five-day format
of the game.

"Alastair’s already a
legend with the bat in
English cricket but he’s
got an opportunity in
the next four or five
years to go miles ahead
of everyone else and to
win trophy after
trophy,” said Broad,
who is an ambassador
for Ashes sponsors
Investec.

“He will now focus his

energy on that. Yes,
he’ll be gutted to not be
in the World Cup squad
but he’s also a fantastic
man who will want
England to go out there
and win.”

Broad, who has
played in 74 tests, 108
one-day internationals
and 56 Twenty20s for
his country, is excited
about returning to the
international arena
after his knee operation
last year.

“The knee is great
now,” said the 28-year-
old right-arm paceman
and left-handed
batsman. “It got to a
place last summer
where I was really
struggling with it so it
was perfect timing to
have surgery with such
a fantastic 2015 coming
up.

GOOD REHAB
“My rehab was good. I

spent a lot of time at
home, which is quite
rare for us, this year for
example I think we
spend something like
320 nights away from
home.

“I feel strong but the
only thing I haven’t
done is played a game
of cricket. I must have
bowled 120 overs in
training but nothing
tests you like a 50-over
game,” added Broad
after receiving some

golfing tuition from
Europe’s triumphant
2014 Ryder Cup
captain Paul Mcginley
at Wentworth.

“It’s not like a
hamstring tear that
could just go at any
time. It might still ache
for a couple of weeks
and I’ll wear a knee
pad to protect it when
I’m diving in the field,
make sure I heat it up
with a hot water bottle
before I go out and then
ice it as soon as I come
off.”

Although England
are rated as outsiders
for the World Cup,
Broad believes the
heavy artillery in their
batting lineup makes
them dark horses for
the title.

“We’ve got the ability
in this team to go far,”
he said. “We are
underdogs, no doubt,
but with the likes of
Morgan, Alex Hales,
Ravi Bopara and Jos
Buttler...we could be a
dangerous team.

“One-day cricket has
changed quite a lot in
the last four or five
years. Having four men
outside the ring instead
of five is an example.

“Guys who can hit the
ball 360 degrees are
really tough to bowl to
and we’ve got those sort
of players,” added
Broad.

CAPE TOWN - South
Africa are to gamble on
the fitness of Quinton de
Kock and JP Duminy,
who were named on
Wednesday in a 15-man
squad for the Cricket
World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand next
month.
De Kock, the exciting 22-
year-old wicketkeeper-
batsman, is only
expected to recover from
an ankle ligament injury
in one month.
He was injured in last
month's first test against
West Indies and was
initially ruled out of
action for three months
but has been undergoing
intensive treatment.
"He's been coming along
nicely and we hope he'll
be able to bat in the
opening game against
Zimbabwe," said coach

Russell Domingo.
Duminy has had
persistent knee
problems. He missed the
three three-test series
against West Indies but
could play again next
week.
Tournament rules allow
for injured players to be
replaced during the
World Cup.
"I'm very confident. We
still know we have to
work hard but the 15
guys we've picked are the
right guys," said captain
AB de Villiers at the
team announcement in
Cape Town. "We've never
won the World Cup
before so we really want
to bring it back home."
"This group of players
are the kind of quality
that can bring the trophy
back," added lead bowler
Dale Steyn. "A lot of us

have played for a long
time and on any given
day there are players
who can really raise the
bar."
South Africa start a five
match one-day
international series
against West Indies next
week as they conclude
preparations and play
their first World Cup
game in Hamilton
against neighbours
Zimbabwe on Feb. 15.
Squad:
AB de Villiers (captain),
Hashim Amla (vice
captain), Kyle Abbott,
Farhaan Behardien,
Quinton de Kock, JP
Duminy, Faf du Plessis,
Imran Tahir, David
Miller, Morne Morkel,
Wayne Parnell, Aaron
Phangiso, Vernon
Philander, Rilee
Rossouw, Dale Steyn.

FOR RENT
3 Bedroom Wall House in 
Clevedale, Black Rock, 

St. Michael

Wrought Iron Bars & Fence.
Good Condition

Tel: 438-2554
249-1863

APTS. FOR RENT
2/Bedroom 2/Bathroom 
unfurnished upstairs apt. Serene 
view. Includes one car garage.  
$1,050 monthly. Water included.

1/Bedroom 1/Bathroom fully fur-
nished apt. Including front load 
washing machine. $850 monthly. 
Water Included. Oxnards 
Heights

Tel: 424-9846

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

TUITION
May/June Exam help with 

Barnes CXC Account 
preparation class.

Saturday or Sunday 
Bridgetown location

Call:837-0863
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EUGENE, Ore. – Oregon is
treating this week like any
other this season. And while
that’s more comfortable in a
way, it also feels a little odd.

After all, the Ducks are
preparing to face Ohio State in
the national championship
game Monday night at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington, Texas.
The two teams are the first to ex-
perience a season stretched out
for one more game by college
football’s new playoff system.

Both teams have already had
their bowl games and all the
hoopla that goes with that, so
this is more of a business trip,
said Oregon senior safety Erick
Dargan.A really important busi-
ness trip.

"It’s just like a regular week. I
think that actually plays more to
our advantage than having a lot
of time,” Dargan said. “We’re
back in our groove.”

The Ducks (13-1) routed
Florida State 59-20 in the Rose

Bowl, while the Buckeyes (13-1)
beat Alabama 42-35 in the
Sugar Bowl on New Year’s Day,
paving the way for the champi-
onship 11 days later.

Upon arrival for the game in
Pasadena, third-seeded Oregon
was involved in all the custom-
ary Rose Bowl activities, includ-
ing the obligatory visit to
Disneyland for the photo op with
Mickey Mouse.

They had essentially already
done their work:There had been
26 days between the team’s reg-
ular-season finale and the
Granddaddy of Them All. That
gave the Ducks plenty of time to
scheme for the Seminoles and
quarterback Jameis Winston.

The fourth-seeded Buckeyes
were similarly prepared upon
arrival in New Orleans, giving
them time for events like a din-
ner that featured entertainment
from a couple of alligators and a
python.

Adding the national champi-

onship as a 15th game presents
some unique challenges for
coaches and their players - like
guarding against fatigue or in-
jury.

"I was talking to someone ear-
lier and they said it’s been like
25 weeks. I guess it is just part
of the grind. Part of our job is
taking care of your body and
making sure you’re ready to go
when you’re number is called,”
said Ohio State senior receiver
Evan Spencer.

Buckeyes coach Urban Meyer
led a former team, Florida, to
national championships in 2006
and 2008. There wasn’t a lot of
comparison he could offer.

“Practices are a little differ-
ent. Those ones, we had 37 days
to prepare. I remember in ‘06 it
was 37 or 47, some ridiculous
number; ‘06 was the first one re-
moved from the traditional bowl
date,” he said.

This one, Meyer said, “is a one
game shot that really, you have

four practices in shoulder pads.”
Oregon was keeping every-

thing the same as during the
regular season. Same practice
times, same meeting schedule.
The Ducks, like the Buckeyes,
leave Friday for the Dallas area.

“We understand what we’re
playing for. But the nice thing is
that guys who haven’t been in a
game like this - not many of us
have - it makes it easier to treat
it like a regular game,” Oregon
center Hroniss Grasu said.

Coach Mark Helfrich was one
of those who called it all odd.
But in a good way.

“It’s weird in some sense: It’s
obviously not just another game,
but it’s sort of just another week
of fall. We’re in school, they’re
not, so that’s a little bit of nuance
to it. But we’ve had a plan for
this and built a plan for this last
summer and our guys have done
a phenomenal job of executing
our long-term plan,” he said.

“Logistically, the time of day
and how we’re practicing, all
that stuff is the same. But obvi-
ously what we’re doing during
that time is different from when
you are in Week 1 or Week 26, or
whatever it is now."
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Ducks and Buckeyes settle
into ‘weird’ prep week

Oregon coach Mark Helfrich takes questions from reporters 
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INDIANAPOLIS – Jim
Irsay figured the road
to Indianapolis’ next
Super Bowl title even-
tually would go
through Peyton
Manning’s new team.

He never anticipated it
would happen this fast.

Heading into Sunday’s
divisional-round game
against the Broncos, the
Colts owner said Tuesday
that Hollywood couldn’t
have created a better
script than Manning vs.
Andrew Luck.

“It was my hope and
dream that this sort of sit-
uation would occur. I feel
blessed that it has,” Irsay
said during a 30-minute
news conference in
Indianapolis. “Peyton re-
mains a really dear friend
to me. We have communi-
cated through the months.
I think it’s going to be a
great game and having
these two great quarter-
backs go against each
other at this point in their
careers is really exciting.”

The winner earns a
ticket to the AFC
Championship game. The
loser heads home to con-
template what must be
fixed before Round 4 of
this quarterback duel
takes place sometime next
season.

Irsay said he and then-
team president Bill Polian

started discussing how
and when to transition
from Manning to his even-
tual successor in 2010.
Irsay said they deter-
mined at that time that
most prominent quarter-
backs started declining at
about age 38. Manning
will turn 39 in March, and
Irsay noted that Manning
could defy the odds be-
cause he’s still playing at
such a high level.

Those talks became
more important a year
later when Manning
missed the entire season
because of a nerve injury
that weakened his right
arm. Without their star
quarterback, the usually
strong Colts stumbled to a
2-14 mark.

Irsay was forced to de-
cide whether to keep a po-
tentially proficient but in-
jured and soon-to-be 35-
year-old quarterback with
a high salary-cap number
or rebuild immediately.
His answer came on the
final day of the 2011 sea-
son.

“It was (Maurice Jones-
Drew) that gave it to us,
he reached out on that 4-
yard gain and got the first
down in Jacksonville and
that changed our destiny,”
Irsay said, referring to the
play that assured Indy of
having the No. 1 overall
draft pick in 2012.

Two months later, Irsay
made an emotional an-
nouncement that
Manning and the Colts
were parting ways. Even
then, Irsay insisted he
wanted Manning to get
another shot at a Super
Bowl title while the re-
vamped Colts would at-
tempt to put themselves
back into contention.

A month later, Indy
kicked off the rebuilding
process by taking Luck
with the top pick, and it
didn’t take long for the for-
mer Colts star and the
new Colts star to embark
on a collision course.

Manning led the
Broncos to three straight
AFC West titles and last
year’s Super Bowl.

Luck, meanwhile, won
33 regular-season games,
reached the playoffs in
each of his first three NFL
seasons and captured the
last two AFC South titles.
In a wild-card round win
last year against Kansas
City, Luck engineered the
second-greatest comeback
in playoff history.And last
weekend’s wild-card win
over Cincinnati set up
Sunday’s rematch with
Manning’s Broncos, who
won 31-24 in the season
opener.

“It’s been special,” Irsay
said of the Luck era.
“Obviously the Kansas

City game last year was
historic. Again (in
Sunday’s win), 376 yards
with drops and some of
the throws he made, it’s
incredible.That’s what we
saw when he was coming
out (of college).”

Manning has played
well, too. He won a league
record fifth MVP last sea-
son after shattering Tom
Brady’s single-season
record for touchdown
passes (55), and he has the
Broncos (12-4) back in the
Super Bowl hunt.

While some contend
Manning is starting to

play like a 38-year-old
quarterback and that his
playoff history has been
sub-par, Irsay doesn’t buy
it.

“Peyton plays at such a
high level and plays so
great that people put ex-
pectations that are unre-
alistic because I really
think whether you get
one, two, three champi-
onships, a lot more is in-
volved,” said Irsay, who re-
iterated he would have
liked to have hoisted more
than one Lombardi
Trophy with Manning. “I
think he’s one of the great-

est players ever to play
the game at his position.
He’s going to be in that
conversation when you
talk about it.”

He’d just rather see
Luck and the Colts take
this round.

“I thought we played
better on Sunday and
when I say that, I mean
that I don’t think we’ve
played our best game yet,”
Irsay said. “With the task
at hand where we’re
going, we’re going to have
to take it to that next
level. There’s no question
about it.’

CHARLOTTE, N.C. –
Cam Newton said if the
Panthers hope to make a
deep playoff run they’ll
need to cut down on mis-
takes and make more
plays on offense Saturday
night at Seattle.

Carolina turned over
the ball three times on
Saturday against Arizona
but managed to escape
with a 27-16 win thanks to
a defense that limited
quarterback Ryan Lindley
and the Cardinals to 78
yards, the fewest allowed
in NFL postseason history.

“Those things can’t hap-
pen, especially in playoff
football.We can’t expect to
win when we have three
turnovers,” Newton said
after his first career play-
off win.

The Panthers will face
the Seahawks in the NFC

divisional playoffs.
Carolina lost to Seattle in
each of the past three sea-
sons by a total of 13 points,
including a 13-9 defeat on
Oct. 26 in Charlotte. All
three of those losses were
in Charlotte.

Coach Ron Rivera called
Seattle “one of the tough-
est places in the NFL to
play” in a statement re-
leased through the team
on Sunday night.

“You are playing a great
team in front of a loud
crowd,” Rivera said. “ ...
Playing on the road late in
the season at New
Orleans and Atlanta
should help us because
they were basically playoff
games for us. We’ll just
have to deal with it. They
are a good team wherever
you play them.”

Rivera also said that

rookie wide receiver Philly
Brown had an MRI on his
left shoulder and his sta-
tus for Seattle is “day to
day.”

Brown injured the
shoulder against Arizona
in the first half and did not
return. He was a late-sea-
son addition to the start-
ing lineup and provided
the Panthers with some
much-needed speed and a
legitimate deep threat.

Newton is 1-1 as a start-
ing quarterback in the
playoffs, but has never
started a postseason game
on the road.

He praised his defense’s
effort after the game, but
didn’t appear too thrilled
with the overall perform-
ance of the team.

The Panthers jumped to
a 10-0 lead, but a fumble
by returner Brenton

Bersin and an intercep-
tion by Newton - a play in
which wide receiver
Jerricho Cotchery ran the
wrong route - led to two
Arizona touchdowns, giv-
ing the Cardinals a 14-13
lead at halftime.

“Without finger point-
ing, it can’t happen,”
Newton said.

Carolina players said it
was frustrating to be down
by one in the locker room
knowing they had out-
gained Arizona 208-65.

“We started out fast on
both sides of the ball and
on special teams, but it
kind of fizzled in the (mid-
dle of the game),” Newton
said. “That fizzle can’t
happen if we expect to do
great things.”

Newton also had a fum-
ble early in the fourth
quarter with the Panthers

up 27-14, giving the
Cardinals the ball at the
Carolina 8 with a chance
to get back in the game.
But All-Pro linebacker
Luke Kuechly bailed him
out by intercepting
Lindley near the goal line
on the next play.

“We have to play better
than we have,” Rivera
said.“We gave them an op-
portunity to stay in the
game. ...We just have to be
smarter than some of the
things we did out there.
We have to protect the
football. It’s a very valu-
able thing.”

Kuechly finished with
10 tackles, drawing praise
from tight end Greg Olsen.

“I know J.J. Watt is a
great player, he’s phenom-
enal, but you can’t find a
guy who impacts the game
on defense like Luke,”

Olsen said after the game.
“The run game, the pass
game, covering running
backs. ... I mean the guy is
unbelievable. Luke is the
best defensive player I
have ever played with.
(Brian) Urlacher was like
that ... a similar, dynamic
kind of player, but Luke is
that good already. He’s
phenomenal.”

The Panthers were 3-8-
1 at one point in the sea-
son, but managed to fight
back and win the NFC
South to land a home play-
off game. Despite their
record, Newton said the
Panthers aren’t satisfied
after their first postseason
win in nine years.

“We have a long way to
go,” Newton said. “And
we’re anticipating travel-
ing and getting another
big win next week."

Newton: Panthers must limit mistakes in playoffs

Colts owner eager to
face Manning’s
Broncos in playoffs

Indianapolis Colts owner Jim Irsay speaks during a news conference 
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RENTON, Wash. – When
the NFL schedule was re-
leased last April, the early
date of the Seattle
Seahawks’ bye stuck out
as potentially more of a
challenge than a closing
stretch of six games
against mostly NFC West
foes.

So in reality, the biggest
victory this past weekend
for the Seahawks had
nothing to do with getting
matched against Carolina
in the NFC divisional
playoff this Saturday.

It was getting a chance
to sit at home and do noth-
ing after 13 straight
weeks of games.

“Last year it was a little
different only because we
had a week later in the
season. I think we had a
bye Week 12 or Week 13.
And this year we had it
maybe Week 5. That
makes for a very, very,
very long season,” Seattle
cornerback Richard
Sherman said.“This one, I
guess we needed it more,
it helps us more this time
around. Guys are banged
up. Guys need a break on
their bodies. I think we
understood the sense of
urgency throughout the
season that we would
need this. That’s why we
fought so hard those last
couple of games. We want
to win them regardless,
but we recognised as a
team what we needed to
get to, to get that rest we
needed.”

The Seahawks took the
weekend off before return-
ing to practice Tuesday to
begin preparations for
hosting the Panthers.And
there might not be a team
outside the NFC West that
Seattle has more familiar-
ity with than the
Panthers.The teams have
met four times since coach
Pete Carroll took over the
Seahawks in 2010, includ-
ing each of the last three
seasons in Charlotte.

While Seattle has won
all three of those trips
East, none have come
easy. The Seahawks won
16-12 in 2012; 12-7 in the
2013 season opener; and
earlier this season needed
a touchdown in the final
minute for a 13-9 victory.

The Seahawks would be
the first defending cham-
pion since 2005 to win a
playoff game the following
season if they can get past
the Panthers.

“Our bye being early in
the year ... that’s tough. It
could have gone either
way,” Seattle QB Russell
Wilson said.“It could have
been a bad thing for us or
a really good thing for us
and I was telling the guys
back then that it could be
a really good thing for us
because hopefully we
could get on a roll and stay
on that roll and sure
enough we did.”

Seattle should be close
to full health when the
Panthers arrive.The most
important addition could
be the return of center
Max Unger after he
missed the final six regu-
lar-season games with
knee and ankle injuries
suffered in the Week 11
loss at Kansas City.

Seattle has used Patrick
Lewis and Lemuel
Jeanpierre at center with
Unger out. But Unger is
Seattle’s most experienced
offensive lineman despite
playing in just six games
this season.

The Seahawks expect
cornerback Tharold Simon
and tight end Cooper
Helfet to also be available
after missing games at the
end of the regular season.

There are two injury
concerns that even a week
of rest might not have an-
swered for Seattle.
Defensive tackle Jordan
Hill suffered a sprained
knee in the season finale
against St. Louis and
backup safety Jeron
Johnson dislocated his
elbow. No updates about
the status of either player
are expected until
Carroll’s next media avail-
ability on Tuesday.

Seattle did add depth on
its defensive line by using
its open roster spot to sign
defensive tackle Landon
Cohen on Monday. Cohen
hasn’t played in a game
since the end of the 2013
regular season. He has
spent time with Detroit,
Jacksonville, New
England, Dallas and
Chicago.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. –
Panthers coach Ron
Rivera said he’s never
experienced a season
like this one since he
joined the NFL 30
years ago.

Carolina’s journey to the
NFC divisional playoffs
has included quarterback
Cam Newton flipping his
truck and being hospital-
ized with two fractures in
his lower back, franchise
defensive end Greg Hardy
being convicted on two
counts of domestic vio-
lence, and Rivera’s house
catching fire and causing
$500,000 worth of the
damage five days before
the biggest game of his
coaching career.

“It has been different,”
Rivera said. “You can’t
make this stuff up.”

There’s been nothing or-
dinary or predictable
about the Panthers on the
field, either.

Carolina became the
first NFL team to go more
than two months without
a victory and reach the
playoffs. The Panthers
won the NFC South de-

spite a 7-8-1 record. And
last Saturday, a defense
that gave up 35 or more
points in four of its first
seven games held Arizona
to 78 yards in the wild-
card round, the fewest
ever allowed in the NFL
postseason.

Safety Roman Harper
said he wasn’t expecting
this type of adventure in
his first season in
Carolina. The Panthers
visit Seattle (12-4) on
Saturday with a trip to the
NFC championship game
on the line.

“It isn’t the prettiest
thing, but we got a date to
the prom at the end of the
day,” Harper said, laugh-
ing. “We’re here. She’s
probably not the best-look-
ing one; she’s not going to
win prom queen, but we’ll
have a good time.”

The Panthers aren’t
apologizing for their
record.

In fact, in some ways
they believe the season
has toughened them and
left them playoff ready.

They had to win their
last four games just to get

into the playoffs.
Newton has fought

through ankle and rib in-
juries and the back frac-
tures, and he has the
Panthers on a five-game
winning streak.

Rivera is already hun-
kered down preparing for
Seattle while his wife han-
dles the details of where
he’ll live for the next 6-8
months while their
burned-out home is re-
built.

Hardy still isn’t eligible
to play, but his absence
paved the way for fellow
defensive end Charles
Johnson to step out of
character and become one
of the team’s vocal lead-
ers.

Cornerback Josh
Norman is convinced the
Panthers have benefited
from some divine inter-
vention – particularly
when it came to Newton’s
accident.

“If it weren’t for God’s
angel covering him in that
truck, I don’t know what
would have happened,”
Norman said. “We could
have been talking about

missing our quarterback,
our leader, forever. But he
was blessed.”

The idea the Panthers
are even still playing after
a 3-8-1 start speaks vol-
umes about the team, said
center Ryan Kalil.

“Some strange things
have come up,” Kalil said,
“but it’s been very telling
of the character and close-
ness of this team that
whether it is something
happening inside or out-
side the locker room, this
is a group that stuck to-
gether and continue to
work and work.”

Kalil said that is also a
reflection of Rivera, the
2013 NFL Coach of the
Year, for staying positive
and keeping everyone to-
gether when it would have
been easy to quit on the
season.

Rivera said he never
once lost faith in his team.

“At the end of the day
you learn how to deal and
cope with these things,”
Rivera said, “and if you
can keep your focus then
you will have an opportu-
nity and a chance.”

CINCINNATI – Coach
Marvin Lewis couldn’t go
to sleep until he had a
chance to watch video of
the Bengals’ latest playoff
meltdown.

There weren’t a whole
lot of answers in the view-
ing.

And not much sleep to
be had, either. This bad
dream won’t go away.

A 26-10 loss at
Indianapolis on Sunday
made it four straight
years with first-round
losses, an NFL record. No
matter what they accom-
plish during the regular
season, the Bengals frit-
ter it away in the playoffs.

Happens every year.
“This one, it stings,” de-

fensive tackle Domata
Peko said on Monday as
he left the locker room.
“We had another oppor-
tunity of doing it, and just
falling short again - it re-
ally hurts, man.You could
tell by the emotion in the
locker room right now.”

The Bengals haven’t
won a playoff game since
the 1990 season, a 24-

year stretch of postseason
futility that is the sixth-
longest in league history.
Lewis is 0-6 in the play-
offs, which ties several
coaching records for play-
off futility.

So what’s going to
change? Nothing major.

Lewis has one year left
on his contract and is ex-
pected back next season.
He bristled on Monday
when asked if he was
happy to be able to return
after losing in the play-
offs again.

“Do you think people
are releasing people that
put a team in the playoffs
four years in a row?”
Lewis said. “Is that what
you’re saying? OK then.
You don’t really want me
to answer that, do you? I
probably shouldn’t.”

No, he’ll be back.
So will quarterback

Andy Dalton, who is 0-4
in the postseason. He did-
n’t make any glaring mis-
takes on Sunday, but did-
n’t do anything especially
noteworthy, either. Dalton
reinforced his legacy as a

game-manager rather
than a game-changer.

Dalton got a contract
extension before the sea-
son with most of the guar-
anteed money front-
loaded into the first
years, so he’ll be back as
well for at least one more
try at the elusive playoff

win.
“We’ve done everything

that you can do in the reg-
ular season,” Dalton said
on Monday. “The last four
years, we’ve won 40
games.We’ve got to figure
out what’s going to get us
to win once we’re in the
playoffs.”

Bengals don’t know why they
come apart in playoffs

Panthers still alive in playoffs
despite trying season

Seahawks
overcome
challenge of
early bye week

Cincinnati Bengals' Emmanuel Lamur watches from
the bench 



By Ashlee Cox

GIVEN the fact that Barbados 
and the Caribbean have a 
vested interest in ensuring the
continuation and growth of their
tourism sector, it is therefore very
important that they remain zones

of peace.
This was the observation made by the

Hon. Freundel Stuart, Prime Minister
of Barbados as he delivered the feature
address at the annual Repeat Visitor
Reception at Ilaro Court, recently.

As noted by the PM, the visitors who
attended the event were in the right

place, and explained that the Caribbean
had managed to maintain itself as a ‘zone
of peace’ and had managed to keep at bay
many of the perils that seemed to be
routinised in other parts of the world.

“We cannot take these things for
granted, we have to continue to work as
hard as possible to ensure that the

Caribbean remains a zone of peace and
certainly as long as I am Prime Minister
of Barbados, that will be my commitment
so far as Barbados is concerned, but I’m
sure that my other colleagues in the
Caribbean feel similarly,” he stressed.

PM ON PEACE on Page 11
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‘ZONE OF PEACE’

Here Prime Minister Freundel Stuart, poses with the students of the Graydon Sealy Secondary and the Lodge School, who served as ushers for the event.
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