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ECONOMIC HOPE
ONCE the improved performance of the UK economy holds, this will redound
to the benefit and eventual
upturn in the Barbados
economy.
Ian De Souza, Managing
Director and CEO of Republic
Bank (Barbados) Limited, gave

this outlook for a turnaround
in the economic fortunes of
Barbados.
Speaking to the media on the
sidelines of a New Year’s celebration at his residence at Royal
Westmoreland, St. James, De
Souza said that the UK economy continues to gain momen-

tum. He explained that given
the correlation between the
performance of the UK and
Barbados, he expects economic
improvements here.
De Souza said that over the
years, Republic Bank has followed the course of both
economies and how the UK re-

lates to the performance of
Barbados.
“What we have found is a high
correlation between the two,
with a one-year lag, meaning
that if there is a downturn in
the UK then after one year there
is a similar decline in Barbados,”
the Republic Bank official said.

“Similarly, when you get an
upturn in the UK GDP, there is
a one-year lag and then there is
an upturn in the Barbados
GDP. What we are seeing is that
the UK market is performing
well, the London real estate
prices are very hot at this time
HOPE on Page 7
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Speaking to the media after the Special General Meeting held yesterday, President of the Barbados Union of Teachers, Pedro
Shepherd (left), assures members that the Union will continue to fight for the rights of teachers in Barbados.

BUT sets timelines for action
TWO Ministries have been issued deadlines to act by the
Barbados Union of Teachers
(BUT).
When the Special General
Meeting called by the Union
and held at Solidarity House
came to an end around 11:36
am, after its 9:20 am start, the
decision taken by the Executive
and its members was to give the
Ministry of Education, Science,

Technology and Innovation two
weeks; and the Ministry of Civil
Service six weeks to meet the
terms set out.
In a press conference immediately after the meeting, which
saw close to 1 500 teachers from
across the island in attendance,
President of the BUT, Pedro
Shepherd said: “We have determined that timelines must be
given in these matters. We’re

hoping that they are not
inflexible timelines and that
the timelines are such that action can be taken. We have
given the Personnel Administration Division six weeks to
complete the appointment of
all temporary teachers in
Barbados.
“We have asked the Ministry
of
Education,
Science,
Technology and Innovation to

give us some indication within
the next two weeks as to the
status of the current investigation being conducted into the
Parkinson Secondary School;
and two weeks to give us some
indication as well as to what
the plan of action which is
being instituted at the Alma
Parris Secondary School would
bring,” he said.
TIMELINES on Page 4
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Serious
issues on the
front burner

Teachers turned out it their numbers for the meeting.
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THE Barbados Union
of Teachers’ (BUT)
special general meeting yesterday brought
issues of concern to
the fore and made
those members who
were unaware aware
and those aware upto-date, while calling
for the Ministry to
meet directly with the
affected teachers in a
hope for the necessary resolutions to
come forward in a
timely manner.
“Now this meeting was
called to update our
members on three issues. The first one being
the
Alma
Parris
Secondary School; the
second one being the
Parkinson Secondary
School; and the third
issue we wanted to update members on, was
the pending appointments by the Personnel
Administration
Division,”
stated
President of the BUT,
Pedro Shepherd.
Assuring its attending
members who surpassed
the 600-seating capacity
at Solidarity House that
this was not a meeting
for hosting a meeting
sake, Shepherd urged,
“All of these issues are
legitimate issues, no fly
by night in what we are
trying to achieve and discuss. These issues are
real.”
Shocked but “pleased”
by the huge turnout, he
said that having representation from every
school islandwide bodes
well and says that the
support for the Union
and the teachers is
tremendous on issues of
“such significance”, and
he affirmed that the
teachers are rallying and
unifying behind their
colleagues to have these
issues “addressed in the
shortest possible time”.
Disclosing that the
meeting allowed open
discussion by teachers
affected directly in the
two cases under investigation, Shepherd stated,
“We used the opportunity here this morning to
share with our colleagues the passion that
the teachers at the
Parkinson School and

the Alma Parris School
have for their jobs and
have for their students,
but they also had to
share the significant
amount of strain, the significant amount of stress
they are placed under on
a daily basis in an effort
to carry out their duties.”
He told the media that
within the meeting, with
the audience exceeding
1 500: “We have made a
call for the Ministry of
Education to specifically
meet with those teachers
at the Parkinson and the
Alma Parris School to
get some indication as to
what they are doing.
Hearing it from the
Barbados Union of
Teachers is not enough. I
believe that the Ministry
has a duty and a responsibility to meet the staff
of those two institutions
so that they too can have
a sense of ease.”
Shepherd reiterated
that the Union was
called to act because
some expressed “unease
at their schools, because
of a lot of tension, a lot of
threats and so on that
are made to them, particularly persons who
are temporary, and we
believe as a Union that
teachers must be able to
function in an environment that is safe and
non-threatening.
“So we are calling on
the
Ministry
of
Education to make sure
that the environments at
all schools in Barbados
are safe for our teachers
[and for] our children,
and that the aspect of
threats and so on be removed at all costs.”
The President assured
the unionised teachers
that it will continue “its
fight to secure better
terms and conditions to
have members feeling
comfortable on their
jobs”. He further asserted, “We are not going
to relent.”
And according to plan,
the meeting came to an
end by 11:36 a.m. so that
teachers could be at
school by the end of the
lunch period on the first
day of the second term in
the academic year
2014/2015, to begin
teaching. (KG)
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Value of Barbados’ built
heritage underscored
HERITAGE tourism
has the capacity to revolutionise and diversify Barbados’ tourism
product.
This is the view of
Prime Minister Freundel
Stuart as he highlighted
some of the activities that
provide promotional activity for tourism making
it a year round product,
and not just confined to
winter months.
His comments came
during the official launch
of
the
National
Restoration Programme
and the Preservation
(Barbados) Foundation
Trust at Ilaro Court on
Monday evening.
The Prime Minister
said built heritage is an
area which allows
Barbados to become a

credible player in the
global market chain. “Our
built heritage tells many
stories that we can share
with the rest of the world,
but to do so, we have to
preserve it.
“This preservation is
not only for visitors but
for us as a people. It is for
this reason, that the
National Restoration
Programme, as introduced by the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth
through the Task Force
for the Restoration of
Barbados’ Built Heritage,
is a warmly welcomed initiative,” he said.
The Prime Minister
said the difference made
to the economies and societies that have undertaken similar initiatives
can be seen. “The restora-

tion of buildings does not
only provide pleasant visual images for the
passers-by or even those
who take tours of the various open houses. These
buildings can be re-purposed for everyday usage
as offices, residences, museums and libraries, and
as places of learning and
the list goes on,” he said.
According to Prime
Minister Stuart the benefits not only accrue to our
tourism sector but also to
virtually every sector of
the economy.
“For example, in the
area of employment, it
permits the preservation
of skills that may be otherwise lost, thus providing sustainability in the
labour market for skilled
artisans. Career opportu-

nities are expanded as we
seek the talents of persons skilled in working
with certain materials.
Architects can specialise
in recreating designs of
the past that speak to our
history.
“Let me hasten to state
that our built heritage is
not confined to Great
Houses and houses built
of stone. Indeed, one of
our greatest national motifs is included, namely
the chattel house, whose
story is replete with
meaning.
“These brief references
have surely demonstrated
to you that the National
Restoration Campaign is
as important to the economy of Barbados as is any
other programme,” he
said. (JH)

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart (left) in light conversation with historian and President of the Barbados
National Trust, Dr. Karl Watson.

Enough with the doom and gloom
BUSINESS is good says
Republic
Bank
(Barbados) Limited CEO
Ian De Souza.
Speaking yesterday at
Republic Bank New
Year’s Celebration in
Royal Westmoreland, he
said: “Even though many
are speaking about doom
and gloom our bank here
is doing exceptionally
well and we are very
happy about it. They are
certain things that we use
to measure the performance of the banks and one
of them is how you do

with your Christmas loan
campaign because the
business that you put on
at Christmas time is the
business that takes you
through the rest of the
year.
“In 2013, we did 147 per
cent of our target and that
is phenomenal; 2014 was
a bit of a reflection of the
economy and we did 118
per cent of the target. In
this market, to beat your
own set target which is
conservative because of
concerns [is great], and it
is not to say we are mak-

ing crazy loans out there,
we have a very tight lending criteria but the bank
continues to perform
well.”
He added, “It has a lot
to do with all the factors.
With our staff and management, we have a wonderful set of people with
intellect, energy and attitude and it works for the
bank. It is a combination
of a number of factors and
a big part of that is the
support from the media.
We have Red advertising
coming on this year as our

new PR marketing and
communications advisory
firm.
We are looking to do a
lot of exciting things in
the market. People are
tired of the doom and
gloom and we want to see
something positive happening with Barbados
and we are trying our
best.
“We are looking forward
to a wonderful 2015 and
we believe that it will
come around, we just
need to work together.”
(NB)

Initiative to
preserve, restore
built heritage
launched
A CONCERTED effort
is on the way to restore
and preserve the rich architectural heritage of
Barbados.
On Monday evening
the
National
Restoration Programme
and the Preservation
(Barbados) Foundation
Trust were officially
launched at Ilaro Court,
the official residence of
Prime
Minister
Freundel Stuart, who
was also in attendance.
The event was also attended by patron His
Excellency Sir Elliott
Belgrave, Governor
General of Barbados,
and Lord Andrew Lloyd
Webber,
world
renowned musical composer and theatrical
producer.
Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth,
Stephen Lashley, told
specially invited guests
that this programme
has the potential to
transform Barbados. He
revealed that the first
two restoration projects
will be the Carnegie
Building (library) at
Coleridge Street and a
100 year old chattel
house in Mahogany
Lane in the City.
Remarking that the
cost of restoring and
preserving is “daunting”, particularly at a
time when resources are
limited,
Minister
Lashley used the opportunity to call on
Barbadians on the island and in the wider
Diaspora to donate generously to the Trust.
“This cannot be the responsibility of the
Government alone. We
must develop partnerships with corporate
Barbados, with private
individuals and nongovernmental organisations if we are to achieve
our goals. Simply speaking, all hands must be
on deck.”
Minister Lashley
noted that over the
years Barbados has lost
too many of its built national treasures and
pointed to the fact that
conservation is an area

that the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre
has signalled as one of
the critical issues that
Barbados must address
as a matter of urgency.
“If left unattended, this
could have a negative
impact on Barbados’
prestigious UNESCO
World Heritage status.”
He said the programme will focus not
only on restoring historic buildings, but it
will seek to build capacity in conservation
maintenance through
on-going training and
public education and
awareness. It will also
sensitise Barbadians to
the importance of preserving our heritage and
in so doing, contribute
to the strengthening of
our national identity.
Some of the objectives
will include the implementation of a six
month Trainer of
Trainers course in
Conservation
Maintenance for teachers of tertiary institutions; the development
of a conservation maintenance programme for
Government and privately-owned buildings;
and the restoration of at
least three historic properties in the period 2015
to 2018.
Contributions to ‘The
Preservation (Barbados)
Foundation Trust’ can
made in a number of
categories, ranging from
“Pride of Barbados”
which is $500,001 and
over, to “Bajan Clay”, for
amounts under $500.
They can be made directly
to
the
Foundation’s bank account at the Royal Bank
of Canada, Chelston
Park, St. Michael.
Donation boxes will be
placed at key locations
to facilitate donations.
The Minister revealed
that there are significant incentives under
the Income Tax Act and
the soon-to-be proclaimed
Cultural
Industries Development
Act for persons who contribute to this worthwhile cause. (JH)
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Scotiabank streamlines accounts to meet changing customer needs
SCOTIABANK has announced changes to its retail deposit account suite
in Barbados, effective
February 1, 2015.
The changes cover deposit account fees and features and are intended to
ensure that accounts
match customers’ changing needs while also encouraging the use of more
convenient banking channels.
Customers can see the

new account features online at www.barbados.scotiabank.com as well as displayed in branches islandwide.
Managing Director
David Noel explained:
“These changes will simplify the features and fee
structure of our accounts
so they will be better
suited to what our customers are using the accounts for – whether saving or regular transac-

tions. And they will be tailored to suit how our customers prefer to do their
banking – whether in the
branch, via ATM, online or
mobile.”
The changing banking
habits of the modern customer are in focus, with
Scotiabank making it more
convenient and cost effective to use their ATM, online and mobile banking
products.
“When it comes to use of

technology, Barbados
ranks third in the
Americas with an internet
penetration rate of 75%.
Despite that, Scotiabank
has only managed to get
less than 25% of our customer base using our online services, so we need to
do a better job of making
customers aware of our
electronic banking channels,” Mr. Noel admitted.
“To that end, we’re about
to launch a new initiative

where we will have a representative in branch who
will be equipped with a
tablet computer and will
demonstrate to customers
how to use online and mobile banking.”
“We want to make it easier for Scotiabank customers to do their banking
at their convenience so
we’ve put a lot of work into
our online banking platforms. Given that Android
now accounts for over 50%

Toppin: Wait was too long for
Grazettes Primary School
MEMBER
of
Parliament for St.
Michael North, Ronald
Toppin believes it took
way too long to resolve
the environmental
issue which was affecting Grazettes Primary
School.
“Also I hope this is not
another false start….But
time will tell if it has been
fully resolved,” he said to
members of the media.
Toppin dropped by the
school yesterday morning
to ensure the all was well,
as students and teachers
settled back in their original location at Ealing
Road, Grazettes St.
Michael.
Since the start of the
school year 2014/2015
classes were suspended
several times because of a
reported foul odour within
the environs.
“I am very happy to see
that normalcy seems to
have returned here at
Grazettes Primary. The
disruption really was obviously detrimental to the
school; even a casual visit
to the temporary locations
where they were accommodated in White Hall and
Eden Lodge – you could
see the facilities were inadequate for a school to properly function in my view.”
“I think the children
who will be taking the
Common
Entrance

Member of Parliament for St. Michael North, Ronald Toppin (right) was on site at the school yesterday
morning speaking to Principal Etwyn Bynoe ensuring the first day back went smoothly.
Examination were significantly disadvantaged, so I
am glad to see they are
back in their classrooms
and hopefully they would
be able to catch up. Here’s
hoping things will progress
smoothly now,” Toppin
said.
Principal Etwyn Bynoe
was visibly pleased to be
back at the original loca-

tion as she greeted students on arrival.
“I am very happy that
our school has opened
today at our original location here in Ealing Road,
Grazettes. I believe that
everything is fine. I want to
say thank you to all the
persons who worked diligently to get the condition
of the school back to nor-

mal.”
“They have been no
complaints so far and the
children have settled in
quite well,” Bynoe revealed.
It was only last Friday
that Deputy Chief
Education Officer Karen
Best gave the all-clear for
the school to re-open.
She said the Ministry of

Education,
Science,
Technology
and
Innovation had received
the necessary clearance
from the Health and
Safety Section of the
Ministry of Labour.
“The Ministry of Labour
has informed us that there
is no evidence of odour and
the school may be re-occupied,” Best stated. (TL)

of the smartphone market,
we’ve recently introduced
an Android mobile banking app to add to our existing apps for the iPhone
and Blackberry. We were
recognised last year by
Global Finance as the Best
Consumer Internet Bank
and we want to spread the
word about how convenient it is to do your banking
with Scotiabank online.”
The bank is also introducing incentives for using
other self-service banking
services and has removed
charges for using Point of
Sale on transactional accounts.
However, Noel pointed
out that even with the selfservice banking thrust,
Scotiabank is still dedicated to serving their customers who want the
added flexibility of inbranch banking through
its Total Access Accounts.
For a monthly fee, these accounts will accommodate
up to 10 in-branch transactions per month as well as
unlimited self-service
transactions. Deposits
made in branch will now
count as transactions and
may be subject to a nominal fee when the number of
free transactions is exceeded.
A special provision has
been made for seniors who
can use the Total Access
Senior Account which has
no monthly fee. “We are
aware that many of our
seniors may still prefer to
do their banking in the
branch and so they will not
have to pay a monthly fee
for their Total Access
Account,” said Mr. Noel.
“We hope customers will
visit the website to learn
about the changes and find
information on our different accounts to ensure
they have the right account for them based on
their banking habits,” continued Mr. Noel. “We have
an account to match whatever financial goals a customer may have, and we
are here to work with customers to select an account
that best meets their
needs.”

Issues to be written and submitted to Personnel Administration Division
TIMELINES from Page 1
Confirming that the
members were supportive
of the decided timelines
because “they set them”,
the President assured
that the Union considers
the set timeframes to be
adequate.
“We do not believe that
those timelines are unre-

alistic. I believe that
whatever has to be done
at those two schools the
Ministry has already before it all the information
so it is just a matter for
them to get the plan of action going, get whatever
procedures are necessary
in place.”
Furthermore, Shepherd
added that additionally

all issues will be written
and submitted to the
Personnel Administration
Division with regard to
not only appointments,
but increasing teaching
staff and regularisation.
He said, “We are also
going to write to the
Personnel Administration
Division asking for the
complement of teachers

to be increased from the
present 2 564 established
positions to 3 000. We
want an increase of 436
because the system needs
them. The system cannot
function without these
persons…
We have given the assurance to our members
as well that we shall
write the Minister of Civil

Service
tomorrow
[Wednesday] to update
him on all the issues currently facing us as it relates to the Civil Service.”
Among those issues
highlighted were getting
persons who are acting in
positions regularised,
along with their pay.
The President also underscored that, “During

the meeting, we were
clear that the Ministry of
the Civil Service has an
obligation under the laws
of Barbados and we want
to reemphasise it…,
under
the
Public
Servants Act Part 3, to
appoint persons in those
established positions
which are vacant up to a
year.” (KG)
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Grazettes Primary re-opens

Parents and guardians dropped off their children at the
school yesterday morning, and waited around for a while to
ensure everything was back to normal.

STUDENTS of Grazettes
Primary School are back in
the classroom after environmental issues had continuously disrupted classes
from the beginning of the
school year.
Recently, Chief Education
Officer, Laurie King in speaking of the environmental issue
at the school, attributed the
problem to “the lingering effects of the fogging exercise
which was conducted at the institution at the beginning of the
school term” and much debate
had followed about the issue.
While the Ministry of
Education worked in conjunction with the Ministry of
Labour and Health to rectify
the situation, students were relocated to Ebenezer Seventh
Day Adventist Church in Eden
Lodge and the Breath of Life
Seventh Day Adventist Church
in White Hall.
Yesterday, as parents and
guardians dropped off their
children many expressed to the
Barbados Advocate how
happy they were for the children to be back at the school’s
original location at Ealing
Road Grazettes, St. Michael.
“There was an odour but you
couldn’t really figure out exactly where it was coming from.
Normally bringing my granddaughter to school I would pick
up a smell, but recently I
didn’t smell anything. I feel
everything should be okay at
the school now. We just have to
wait until everyone settles in
and see what happens,” said
Heather Springer.
While acknowledging that
their children had to be relocated, some expressed that the
locations were not the most
convenient, and that the char-

Grazettes Primary School Principal Etwyn Bynoe greeted
students and parents yesterday morning
tered bus service provided leaving from the Grazettes
Community Centre was unreliable at times.
“There were challenges for
the children getting to the
other locations because some
mornings they said the bus was
coming at 8.15 and many mornings we waited at the centre
until 9.30 for the bus. Also, at
first they were two buses, but
then there was only one carrying the children to both locations. Some mornings we were
not too pleased. However, I feel
very good that the school has

re-opened, but I am hoping that
no one calls us back saying the
school is closed again,” said
parent Donna Small.
Others on hearing Small’s
comment were also in full
agreement; Stephen O’Neil
added “Yes, the bus system was
a little inconvenient sometimes. You had to get the children over to the community
centre and sometimes wait on
the bus for so long, for some
parents it was challenging. But
I am glad they are back at the
school and everything is
okay.”(TL)

From 8.30 yesterday morning students of Grazettes Primary School could be seen lining up outside the school to go inside. INSET: Heather Springer taking
her granddaughter to school.

The Barbados Advocate

6 • Wednesday January 7, 2015

Byer-Suckoo: Research, development
critical to overcoming SME challenges
THE advancement of research and development is
going to be a critical pillar
to promoting entrepreneurship and export development in Barbados, says
Minister of Labour, Social
Security and Human
Resource Development, Dr.
Esther Byer Suckoo.
Speaking at a business
function held over the
weekend, the Minister
pointed to research and development as one of the
several areas which needed to be addressed through
public-private relationships, in order to remove
the obstacles to entrepreneurial growth.
“It is within Pillar 5 of
[Government’s Human
Resource Development]
Strategy that we focus on
the enhancement of research to improve innova-

tion, entrepreneurship,
and development capacity,
since, as we have said, entrepreneurship and small
and medium size enterprises are drivers of investment, employment growth,
innovation and economic
growth,” she said, adding
that the conducting of market research was necessary
to realise the myriad of opportunities being offered
through agreements such
as the EU-CARICOM
Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA).
Byer-Suckoo went on to
suggest that a complete
ecosystem for Small and
Medium-sized Enterprise
development be developed,
which includes the following components: Policy, legislation and administration; education apparatus;
market opportunities; ac-

cess to financing, (recognising that SMEs are too heavily dependent on debt financing); and ways to promote a change in culture.
She said that government was looking to develop a comprehensive
framework on SME development, and would develop and adopt public-private co-ordinating mechanisms to increase opportunities for entrepreneurship
and the development of innovative goods and services.
“The Ministry will also
be looking at international
best practices, particularly
from African states, where
there are significant parallels to the Caribbean context, and where entrepreneurship has been instrumental to their development.” (RS)

Counselling clinics to be
set up in some schools
THIS year, counselling
clinics will be set up in
about six secondary
schools, to allow psychologists to reach students in
need of behavioural and
other interventions.
According to Shawn
Clarke, CEO of Supreme
Counselling for Personal
Development, which runs
Project Rescue in schools
for at risk children and
youth, the initiative will
come under Supreme’s
Self-Development and
Awareness Programme.
“From this term, we will
be looking at implementing in schools Counselling
Clinics, where one day per
week our psychologists
can spend an entire day at
the schools, offering some

intervention to students
who need the help. It will
not just be a one off thing,”
he explained.
“We will do a session of
at least six counselling
sessions, and have a review at the end of the sessions to see if the students
need to come in to Supreme Counselling’s office
for continuous assessments, or if we can terminate the sessions at that
stage,” he further revealed.
‘The reason behind the
counselling clinics is to
somewhat get closer to the
children. I find that sometimes asking parents to
bring their children in to
the office for counselling
is proving extremely diffi-

cult,” he said of the need
for such an initiative.
“Some parents generally
cannot make it because of
work commitments and so
on, and then there are
other parents who are just
that delinquent and don’t
see it as that important.
So we are thinking, if we
can reach the children
where they are at, and
offer that level of assistance needed, it would be
good. So we are definitely
going to be doing our counselling clinics. One or two
schools have already gotten back to us liking the
idea, and saying yes, they
want to be a part of the
venture,” Clarke told The
Barbados Advocate.
(RSM)

China is creating a new path of
major countries’ development
By H.E. Ms. Wang Ke,
Chinese Ambassador to
Barbados

IN the past 3 decades
since the Reform and
Opening up, China’s
economy has maintained sustained and
rapid development, and
become the 2nd largest
economy of the world.
Most people in the
world admired and congratulated
these
achievements, while
others expressed their
anxiety.
They worried that like
other major countries in
the history, the further development of China’s economy would be accompanied
by China’s cultural and
military expansion, thereby making China a threat
to the peace and stability of
the world.
China has made the
solemn declaration to the
world that it is committed
to pursuing peaceful development. It has developed
itself by upholding world
peace, and has maintained
world peace through development. Moreover, it will
never engage in aggression
or expansion, and never
contend nor seek for hegemony.
The Chinese culture, as a
heritage of the Chinese
civilisation of more than
5 000 years, has always
cherished peace, amity and
harmony. The Chinese

People have long held the
belief in “Don’t do unto others what you don’t want
others to do unto you.”
Even the military commanders of China have believed in the axiom :“A warlike state, however big it
may be, will eventually
perish”.Therefore, the pursuit of peaceful development represents the peaceloving cultural tradition of
the Chinese nation, a tradition that we have inherited
and carried forward over
the past centuries.
In the 100 years before
the founding of the People’s
Republic in 1949, China
was ravaged by wars,
colonisation and foreign
aggression brought by the
world powers at that time.
We keep this period of history firmly in mind, not for
the sake of revenge, but for
reminding ourselves not to
repeat the mistakes that a
country will invariably
seek hegemony when it
grows strong, and for affirming our faith to create
a new path of major country’s peaceful development.
Currently, China is making strenuous efforts to improve life for its 1.3 billion
people and to realise their
common “Chinese Dream”.
We are keenly aware that
China will remain the
world’s largest developing
country for a long time; and
two things will enable
China to focus on development: a harmonious and

H.E. Ms. Wang Ke, Chinese Ambassador to Barbados.

stable domestic environment, and a peaceful and
stable international environment.
History shows us that a
country, for its prosperity,
must recognise and follow
the underlying trend of the
changing world. Otherwise, it will be abandoned
by history. Unequivocally,

the trend of today’s world is
peace, development, co-operation and mutually beneficial progress. The time
of colonialism and hegemonism ruling the world
has gone.
China not only keeps the
peaceful development in
mind, but also put it into
practice. Over the past few

decades, China has consistently followed an independent foreign policy of
peace, and made it crystal
clear that China’s foreign
policy is aimed at maintaining world peace and
promoting common development.
China has made positive
contributions to the world’s
development during its
own rapid growth. Since
the international financial
crisis, China has contributed nearly 25 per cent of
the world’s economic
growth annually, and became the main engine
which is driving the recovery of the world’s economy.
The sustained and rapid
growth of China’s economy
is providing a broader market, more abundant capital, more affluent products
and more valuable co-operation opportunities for
regional and international
partners, and creating
“Chinese Opportunities”
for the world’s development as well.
China has constantly insisted the diversity of the
world’s cultures, and focused on facilitating the
mutual respect, exchange
and mutual learning, and
harmonious coexistence of
different cultures to deepen the friendship among
peoples around the world,
to promote the progress of
human society, and to
maintain the world peace.
China has become a

staunch force in safeguarding regional and international peace and stability.
China is the only nuclear
country that is pursuing
the Not-First-Use Policy,
and is committed not to
using nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear countries.
And China also is the
biggest contributor of
peacekeeping operations
among the permanent
members of the UN Security Council. On the issues of
global concerns, China has
actively promoted peace
talks. On the disputes of
territory and maritime
rights with neighbours,
China has always insisted
on dealing with them
through dialogue and negotiation.
In the Central Conference on Work Relating to
Foreign Affairs held in
November 2014, Chinese
leaders restated that China would unswervingly follow the path of peaceful development, and uphold democratisation of international relations, the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, the win-win cooperation and non-interference in others’ internal affairs to maintain the justice of the international society.
China is creating an unprecedented path of peaceful development, and will
keep progressing along it
with great strides.
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Accident raises safety concerns
CANE GARDEN, St.
Thomas residents are
expressing concerns
about the safety of
both pedestrians and
drivers who travel
through the area, following a vehicular accident at the Junction
of Cane Garden and
White Hill yesterday
morning.
A stone’s throw away
from the Lester Vaughn
Secondary school, they
say that they worry most
about the children.
At 8:41 am, an eight
wheeler truck collided
with a small white van.
Though no persons were
seriously injured, the fact
that the van was pushed
over the side walk to end
up a mere few feet away
from the fence of the
Jackman's family residence, has brought back
memories.
Identifying herself as
Mrs. Carl Jackman, one
Cane Garden resident
said that this was the
fourth time that a collision happened so close to
her home.
“There was one here
last year. In fact there
were two accidents in one
year. One time a truck
came down here and
ended up in our yard, and
turn over with two guys
in it... Then another time,
a telephone truck lick
down the fence,” Jackman

said, pointing to the distance of the fence away
from the bedrooms.
Another resident, who
chose not to be identified,
said that something
should be done to help
motorists, as accident

happened often, particularly when the road was
wet.
The most serious accident in the area in recent
times occurred in February of 2013m when an accident involving a Trans-

port Board bus and a privately-owned garbage
truck created a mass casualty situation at in the
same area. At that time,
the bus was carrying 70
school children from the
Grantley Adams Secon-

Asthma research ongoing
IN the not so distant future, it may be possible
for persons to know exactly what triggers their
asthma attacks, and for
them to respond with a
treatment specifically
made for them.
This is one of the main
aims of current research
being conducted of the
data collected through a
study done here by the
John Hopkins Research
Centre.
Lecturer in Emergency
Management at the
Faculty of Medical
Sciences of the University
of the West Indies, Dr.
Harold Watson, outlined
that genetics was helping
in the research as to what
environmental factors
triggered attacks.
“Genetics is helping us
to tease out some of these
factors – to see what effect
are they having at the cellular level, and how this
can impact on person-

alised treatment of the
asthmatic, because there
are some people who are
going to wheeze in a department store when
there is a lot of perfume
testing, there are some
people who are going to
wheeze when they are
dusting, there are others
who may just wheeze
without any factors, and
certainly genetics helps in
teasing this out and helps
us to treat them better,”
he stated.
Watson noted that this
data would help pair
treatment specific to the
patient.
The study is still a work
in progress, and because
of the diversity of the
human population, and
the diversity of the genes
and the interrelationship
between those factors and
the environment, we
would at some point be
able to aid some people in
managing their asthma

better.
“This is the most important thing. We want to be
able to treat; we want to
be able to tell them 'if you
go in such an environment, you may have an
asthma attack,’” he
added.
Echoing this belief, Dr.
Clive Landis, Director of
the Department of Chronic Disease Research, outlined, “I have always said

that if a patient is empowered, and knows what
they have and what their
risk is, then they can prevent an attack and live a
safer life.”
Adding further research would be required,
he urged former participants in the John
Hopkins Asthma study to
contact the CDRC. (JMB)

dary School, when the accident occurred around 8
a.m. Reports were that 25
students were injured,
while the occupants of the
garbage truck also received serious injuries.
(RS)

The scene of the accident yesterday morning.

Upturn
hope
HOPE from Page 1
and where that takes
you is to the extent that
the British people feel
comfortable about spending money on vacation.”
He went on, “But more
so to the extent they feel
comfortable liquidating
their investments to buy a
two or three bedroom condominium on the south
and west coast or a property on or near a golf
course. Once that happens, the other major
driver of the Barbados
economy, which is construction, gets going, and
you see a massive change
in the performance of the
Barbados economy.”
According to him,“If the
numbers were to hold and
there is nothing to suggest
that history will not prove
out going forward, then
with what is happening in
the UK, the likelihood is
that you should start seeing a turn towards the end
of 2015.”
The official acknowledged that Barbados is
having a good winter season, with hotels and
restaurants doing well. De
Souza said he came into
Barbados last Friday and
found the Airport was
packed with people. “So
people come to the island,
they feel good about the
island, they like what they
see and then they go away
and say why not invest in
a property in Barbados,”
he told the media. (JB)
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‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ‘Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’

Editorial

We all must
keep Barbados
beautiful
BARBADOS has long been considered the “gem of the
Caribbean” and has been serenaded in songs like
the Merrymen’s “Beautiful Barbados” and “Island in
the Sun” as a paradise on earth. Part of the beauty
of Barbados is the cleanliness of the environs from
country to city.
Recently though, there has been an outcry about
the efficiency of the island’s garbage collection agency,
with fingers of accusation being pointed at the
Sanitation Services Authority (SSA) as being part of
the reason for unsightly garbage build-up. Still, regardless of the SSA’s role in the current state of the
environment, the responsibility of keeping Barbados
beautiful does not lie with any one entity, but rather
with all residents.
In speaking to the challenges of the SSA recently,
Minister of the Environment Dr. Denis Lowe conceded that part of the current problem with poor
garbage collection was the fault of the Ministry. He
admitted that the fleet of trucks being used presently
was aged and presented problems when it came to
sourcing parts for repairs. However, the Minister offered solutions to the situation, citing that
Government would no longer be purchasing hybrid
trucks and that other initiatives would be implemented this year to improve efficiency, namely a
new hotline for complaints and a publicised schedule
for pickups, whereby homeowners would be able to
manage their waste accordingly and limit the
length of time unsightly garbage is left out by the
roadside.
With reference to those who do not keep Barbados
beautiful, Minister Lowe revealed that “one of the big
problems in this country is not a shortage of laws” to
deal with these people, “it is the anaemic responses
you get from the enforcers of those laws in many
cases”. Nevertheless, his Ministry is piloting two
pieces of legislation at this time, which have specific
penalties attached to persons who violate the law
with regard to preserving the environment, to be enforced through a partnership between the Ministry
responsible for executing and the Royal Barbados
Police Force.
The Environment Minister has stepped up and offered solutions to the present problems, but every
Barbadian must also search within for solutions that
they may offer. Too many Barbadians have developed a self-destructive attitude whereby they refuse
to take responsibility unless forced to. This lazy mentality has led to the misguided belief that it is
Government’s duty to fix every aspect of their lives,
whether they are capable of doing so or not.Therefore,
with regard to the issue of garbage disposal, far too
many individuals would suffer under mountains of
garbage simply because it is the Sanitation Services
Authority’s job to haul away refuse.
Members of the public should instead continue to
practise the 3Rs – reduce, reuse and recycle – to limit
the amount of refuse produced and cut down on the
workload for the SSA. Bulk waste will obviously require assistance for its disposal, but materials that
can be used as compost could be separated, along with
bottles, plastics and other recyclable materials. The
SSA is even seeking to facilitate this effort by introducing a recycling compactor – a new type of truck
which would be dedicated to collecting “green” waste,
including plastics, card etc.
Common sense has to come into play. While the
SSA has been given a mandate to help us keep our
environs clean, every persons must still do what they
can as well, for it impacts us all.

Broaden your horizons
By Janelle Riley-Thornhill

A HAPPY, blessed and
prosperous 2015 to all
reading this. I certainly
hope that the next 12
months ahead will be kind
to us, in spite of the difficult
last few years and the hard
times that are being forecast.
Over the last few months
in the wake of Government’s retrenchment exercise, the private sector,
though not to the same degree, has followed suit, and
as a result our unemployment figures have been on
the rise. Add to these persons who have recently
graduated from university
and are still in search of
jobs, and those who graduated before and still have
not found employment,
and we have to admit that
the situation is one that
needs to be addressed as a
matter of urgency.
Certainly, entrepreneurship is one way of addressing the unemployment

headache, and more
Barbadians should be encouraged to go this route.
Additionally, they must be
encouraged even after the
economy returns to growth
not to allow these businesses to die so they can
return to mainstream employment, because it is considered to be more secure.
This is a position I am certain any government
would agree with. The fact
is that entrepreneurship
can play a major role in
helping to create meaningful employment, reduce the
unemployment figures and
get Barbados back to a
path of growth. We need
more business activity to
be created and sustained
to help strengthen our
economy.
But it cannot be business
as usual, I have made this
point on more than one occasion and as I do so again,
I want to urge persons to
really take to heart what I
am saying – if we really
want to promote business

activity and entrepreneurship in Barbados, then we
have to encourage people
to think critically, to think
outside of the box, and to
broaden their horizons.
Yes, we have some people
who have embraced this
philosophy, but we need
everyone to do so because it
is our inherent need to be
safe and not take risks that
prevents us from stepping
out and doing extraordinary things.
There is also this belief
that we need lots of capital
to get a business up and
running. While in some respects that might be true,
depending on the nature of
the business enterprise,
there are others that the
injection of funds need not
come from a lending institution. I used to be one who
thought that if the financial institutions didn’t get
on board that the business
couldn’t succeed, but the
more I think about it, the
more I realise that starting small and advancing at

a manageable rate is what
persons need to be doing
now.
If people really give it
some thought, they would
realise that there are many
business ideas that they
could execute right from
their homes, and they
would not have to deal with
overhead costs of a physical
location. Also, with access
to technology and indeed
the Internet, there is no
reason why persons in
Barbados cannot create
goods and services that
they can offer to the world
– again, right from their
homes.
So to the unemployed,
underemployed and those
who no longer feel challenged, I say to you – identify a skill you may have, or
research a particular need
in this society or further
afield and determine
how you can market it.
Remember, it is better to
have tried and failed than
to live life wondering what
could have been.

The more things change…
By Dorian Bryan

I RECENTLY had the occasion to re-watch the
Morgan Freeman film
“Lean on Me”, a movie
which had a defining role
in my existence.
Here is a quick reminder:
Joe Clark (portrayed by
Freeman) was a ‘renegade’
educator who was asked by
his old friend to take control of one of the most challenged schools in the
county – East Side High.
Known as an old school
educator, Clark was known
for his brash style, but also
for getting results.
The first thing which
Clark insisted upon was
discipline. He brought in
his own style of discipline
which included rounding
up the troublemakers and
expelling them from school.
That riled up parents of the
affected students who were
upset that their children –
even though they were disruptive – should be thrown
out of school. In fact, they
believed that the State was
responsible for keeping
them occupied during
school hours. So with one
act, Clark had the parents
of students who were expelled out to get him.

The second and most intriguing encounter was
between Clark and the
teachers.The school, which
was languishing at the bottom of the performance
ladder academically and
even in sporting disciplines, had a number of
teachers who simply fooled
themselves that they were
doing a good job.
They just showed up and
did what was required.The
tone in the staff lounge was
defeatist, while the students ran the school. The
lack of discipline had the
school plant under siege,
with high crime and teachers being threatened.
The ‘red flag’ moment
came when he removed the
black football coach, who
was presiding over a failed
football team, and replaced
him with a white coach.
The teachers were upset
and this simmering tension became a part of the
discussion.
Fast forward – the teachers, working in conjunction
with the students, were
able to turn around the
performance of the school
ahead of deadline. All was
well.
I wish I could say the
same about the circum-

stance here in Barbados.
First we had the Alexandra
saga...now we have
Parkinson and Alma
Parris.
What is the root of the
problems in all cases? The
simplistic answer is the
clash of personalities and a
lack of harmonious working relationships. The
principal has significant
powers
under
the
Education Act, and the
principal and teachers
must work together.
However, there must be an
understanding that the
principal is in charge of the
school and respect must be
given to their decisions.
I was a part of a
Facebook discussion recently on the issue of the
Barbados Union of
Teachers (BUT) and the
dispute which they have
with the Ministry over
outstanding issues at
Parkinson and Alma
Parris. Some claimed that
teachers should be respected and that principals
should recognise the importance and work of
teachers.
Now this is a democracy
so I listened. But when
I pointed out the role
which a principal has as
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the Executive Manager of a
school, including the management of the institution,
the tone changed. Clearly
there is a difference between the public and private sectors – I thought the
roles of teachers and the
senior management of
schools were clearly defined.
It is the same mentality
that supports a view that a
politician is a ‘boy in the
yard’. Some lack basic respect for the Prime
Minister’s office or for
Ministers.
There are mechanisms
within all schools if there is
a perception that principals are not carrying out
their duties. Clearly something has changed with the
schools in the 1980s and
beyond and now. Perhaps
the Alexandra saga has led
to a situation where some
believe that simply not approving of the style of a
principal should lead to
this course of action.
“Lean on Me” was the
defining movie of a generation. The lessons from
that seminal work ring
true to this day. Both sides
in this recent flare-up in
the education sector should
make it required watching.
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Charity begins at home, Sir Hilary
PRINCIPAL of the West
Indies, Cave Hill campus,
Professor Sir Hilary
Beckles, has defended a
decision to name the new
sports complex at the
university after Jamaican
Olympic and world
sprint champion Usain
Bolt.
In an interview with
another section of the
press, Sir Hilary backed
the designation of the
new Usain Bolt Sports
Complex and stressed the
decision was not one designed to marginalise any
Barbadian sports person.
He was adamant that a

debate over “Barbadian,
Jamaican, or Trinidadian
should not enter the
equation since the university was a West Indies facility and not solely
Barbadian”.
“In the 1960s, Sir Frank
Worrell, a Barbadian, was
the most distinguished
(sportsman) in the region;
he too received an honorary degree from the
University of the West
Indies. Mona named its
sports complex after
Sir Frank…” he pointed
out.
We are true lovers of
things/people foreign!

Pray tell me, Sir Hilary,
where in Barbados was
Usain born?
Why isn’t it being
named, as suggested,
after Jim Wedderburn,
Obadale Thompson,
Akela Jones, or any other
of our outstanding athletes?
Do we always have to
degrade our athletes/
artists in such a way?
The part about Sir
Frank Worrell doesn’t
hold water because
Sir Frank had adopted
Jamaica as his home, and
he was working there.
In any case, I do not

only voice my strong
opposition to naming the
complex after Bolt, I
will NOT attend any
events at all at that
venue!
My money has more
sense!
You can give a million
reasons for naming it
after Bolt, but none will
ever be good enough to
explain why you have
turned your back on those
Barbadians who gave/are
giving their all for our
country!
Charity begins at home,
Sir Hilary!
ANTHONY DAVIS

Hawking’s fear may
be closer than we think
I NOTICE that our local
media houses didn’t
even bother to take up
Stephen Hawking’s fear
about the threat that the
future development of
science poses to us humans. Hawking’s concern
about the creation of
technologies that may be
the end of us humans deserves far more attention
than it has received.
According to Mr.
Hawking, if we continue
to develop machines with
artificial intelligence and
consciousness equal to
our own, we humans run
the risk of eventually
being the authors of our
own extinction. Hawking
rightly claims that as
such machines will not
have the biological limitations that we humans
have, they will automatically be superior to us
and pose a very serious
threat to our existence.
Such machines with intelligence, consciousness

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US
“Wherefore gird up the loins
of your mind, be sober, and
hope to the end for the grace
that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus
Christ;”
– 1 Peter 1:13

and morality that are
equal to our own could
conceivably decide that
they must replicate their
own. Then they could decide that there is no further need for us humans
and do away with us.
Of course, as this state
of affairs is so far into the
very distant future, it is
no surprise Hawking’s
warning is being ignored
by most. It’s very hard to
see man creating machines with the kind of
intellectual capacity that
is equal to that of the
human brain, when we
are only using a fraction
of the power of our brains
now – and we don’t understand the rest.
Hawking, however, forgot to stress one point.
Those machines need not
be our equals in terms of
intelligence, consciousness and morality. A
small fraction of our
brain power may be all
they would need. With

this in mind, the fulfilment of Hawking’s
prophecy may not be so
far into the future after
all.
We are already experiencing great advances in
the development of artificial intelligence. Some
countries are developing
what are called “autonomous fighting machines”. These are
military systems that
will go after their targets
– targets that they have
chosen independently.
At our present state of
development, it is certainly not inconceivable
that machines with some
“sense” of morality and a
lot of artificial intelligence and consciousness
can be created within the
next few generations
from now.
All these machines
would need is a not-toodeveloped moral code,
enough artificial intelligence and self-awareness

to be able to be the end of
us all. They already have
the strength and speed
that are greatly superior
to us humans.
History is replete with
examples of whole peoples being wiped out on
account of their inferiority. While the morality of
their genocide will always be debatable, the
ability the superior people who did the genocide
was never in doubt.
I really do believe
that Hawking’s warning
should be the backdrop of
an international ban on
the further development
of any form of artificial
intelligence, or any technology that can threaten
the survivability of us
humans in this way.
As we continue to rapidly develop these technologies, we may indeed
become the authors of our
own extinction.
MICHAEL A.
DINGWALL

Barbados – Capitalist or
totalitarian economy?
THE question is answered
by the evidence that the
capitalisation of public
companies in Barbados by
subscription of Initial
Public Offering is as rare
an occurrence as to be nonexistent. Invitation to subscription of Government
Paper for public works and
undertakings is routine.
The existence of the
Securities Exchange as
conceived and later transformed into the Stock
Exchange has not altered
the pattern of trading
equity in companies by
private treaty, now distinguished as “put through”
deals which avoid competitive bidding for a fair price.
So prevalent is this ethos
that it is the irresistible
temptation for financial institutions as mortgages to
operate accordingly.
Co-operatives function
largely as Friendly
Societies and Trade Union
facilities. As financial
enterprise, they are constrained to adopt the
practice of foreign-owned
commercial banks for
whom property ownership
is anathema.
Against this background,
as institutional history
added to more recent
events in Antigua outshone
by yet another who made
off to prison for duplicity,
the local reaction to the instant offer of what appears
to be the unfamiliar brokerage involving an initial
public offer of Bds$2 billion
in shares of a comprehensive local public enterprise
is extremist caution.
That caution is bred by
mutual distrust of each
other in a community
demonstrated by a singular collective confidence in
Government as the cat in
charge of the communal
cheese block. The only activity in evidence is competition for membership in

QUOTES FOR TODAY
Thomas Sowell (1930)
American economist, social
theorist, political philosopher, and
author
“You will never understand bureaucracies until you understand
that for bureaucrats procedure is
everything and outcomes are
nothing.”

E.M. Forester (1879-1970)
English novelist, short
story writer and essayist
“Failure and success seem to
have been allotted to men by
their stars. But they retain the
power of wriggling, of fighting
with their star or against it, and
in the whole universe the only
really interesting movement is
this wriggle.”

the praesidium as the Fat
Cat by which private enterprising mice are intimidated with concessions.
All talk of private enterprise modernised as entrepreneurship – meaning the
same thing more difficult
to pronounce – is epitomised futility.
And so, because every
venture that might lead to
economic prosperity for the
community is perceived as
a responsibility of the majority of elected representatives of the people as
legislators, who appoint
themselves as business
managers, from whose administration the minority
of like minded voluntarily
distinguished themselves
as an opposition, comprehensive public participation in national development projects is limited in
thought, word and deed to
payment of income tax and
impost on corporate profits
as subscription to the servicing of loans secured by
“The Government” of those
people.
For this reason, no public
company will be formed by
Barbadians in Barbados
that may take advantage
of any offer anywhere, at
any time to subscribe an
Initial Public Offer for
shares as equity in the enterprise which is Greek to
Bajans eternally suspicious
as of those bearing gift
horses to Trojans, although
not looking them in the
mouth.
Otherwise it might be
possible for a local company to be formed without
major Government participation in its shareholding,
to take advantage of a
guaranteed subscription of
an Initial Public Offer of
equity in the long expected
to be realised redevelopment of the Paradise Beach
Hotel site.
LEONARD ST. HILL

WORDS OF
WISDOM
GOSSIP
The easiest way to keep a
secret is without help.
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Then is now
FIVE decades ago, it would
matter little if an innocent
black man died in the
process of an arrest.
Exactly that happened in
New York not that long ago
when Eric Garner was arrested for selling single cigarettes and choked to
death by a policeman, with
no evidence of cigarettes or
anything else.
His raised hands were
empty as he pleaded with a
number of New York police
officers, one of whom put
him in a stranglehold (ILLEGAL IN NEW YORK
LAW) and failed to let go
even after Mr. Garner had
indicated several times
that he could not breathe.
This was not Ferguson,
where there was no video
evidence of what happened. It was all on tape
and the coroner determined that the death of
Eric Garner was a homicide.Again, as in Ferguson,

the Grand Jury came back
with a decision that there
should be no indictment.
The prosecution had omitted the charge of negligent
homicide in presenting the
case to the Grand Jury!
It was clear after the official examination of his
body that Garner had been
killed. The officer involved
(all the others were exonerated) was guilty of negligent homicide, especially
when he had killed a man
while infringing the rules
of the New York police
force. He was at least guilty
of the misdemeanor of
using a chokehold. But as
would have happened
then, now, he was set free.
He may yet face the wrath
of the Mayor or his own police chief. The evidence is
all there on video.
It is easy to pass over the
case as if it were an individual occurrence. Some
white commentators have

already done so, but as our
old friend Charlie Rangel
has pointed out, the problem is systemic. It speaks
of the uncommented gap
between Blacks and
Whites in the USA; it
speaks to centuries of inequality that have hardly
diminished since slavery
was abolished there just
over one hundred years
ago. Whites cannot see
Blacks as in any way innocent. All Black males, even
if they are only twelve
years old, are seen as
threats.
Look at the case of the
12-year-old boy who was

shot dead in Cleveland,
Ohio. Someone called in
saying that there was a
young black man waving a
gun at everybody. The
caller indicated that she
thought the gun might be
fake. However, when the
911 message was relayed
to the police, there was no
mention of a fake gun; instead there was a full description of the clothes the
kid was wearing.The police
drove right up close to
where the young boy was
innocently waving his toy
gun, and within 1.8 seconds of their arrival, shot
him dead. He did not die

Senator Byer-Suckoo stresses important
role of small enterprises
MINISTER of Labour,
Social Security and Human
Resource Development
Senator Dr. Esther ByerSuckoo has lauded the Blue
Waters Productions TV series Bank on Me as a vehicle for exposing not only the
participants but also the
viewers to “a new way of
thinking”, of “seeing possibilities for turning their
dreams into realities where
previously they would have
shelved them as impossible”.
Driving home the importance of entrepreneurship
at the preview screening of
the show’s second season,
which took place last
Saturday at Scotiabank’s
Haggatt Hall branch, ByerSuckoo remarked that the
Government of Barbados
recognised that, if ade-

quately facilitated, entrepreneurship “can easily become the key plank in
Government’s plan to facilitate meaningful employment creation on a significant scale”. She further
noted that the promotion of
entrepreneurship was a
part of the Barbados
Growth and Development
Strategy 2013-2020.
“As Minister responsible
for Labour and matters relating to employment, I understand the important
role which entrepreneurs
and entrepreneurship play
in economic growth, and
the role which stakeholders like yourselves, who facilitate the entrepreneurial
process, need to play”, she
told the twelve contestants
,along with representatives
of sponsoring and partner-

ing organisations of the
Bank of Me series.
“I also understand that
there needs to be a different
mindset, as well as new behaviours to create jobs not
only for ourselves, but for
others, in order to attain
sustainability for our economy. When we talk about
changing mind sets and
changing cultures we know
it is not going to be easy. So,
why should we bother, you
might ask? Because entrepreneurship is the very engine of the much needed
economic growth, and, we
must admit, entrepreneurs
not only create wealth for
themselves but create jobs
for others”, the minister remarked.
Entrepreneurship, ByerSuckoo went on the stress,
would provide solutions

and opportunities in the
face of a world-wide economic crisis characterised
by declining wage employment and youth unemployment.
She pointed to the
Cultural Industries policy,
tourism policy, agricultural
policy,small business policy,
foreign policy to expand relations with other countries, renewable energy policy and climate change
adaptation and mitigation,
as well as the many new
tax information exchange
agreements and the
European Partnership
Agreement (EPA), articulated by her ministerial colleagues, as efforts on the
part of Government, to
work alongside the privatesector in realising these opportunities. (RS)

Not enough mentors for at risk students
EACH and every year,
the number of mentors
available
for
the
Supreme Mentorship Pro
gramme seem to be
dwindling and young at
risk males in particular
are the ones on the losing end.
The
Supreme
Mentorship Programme
is carried out in select
schools in Barbados by
Supreme Counselling for
Personal Development
and the organisation’s
CEO Shawn Clarke, recently lamented that last

year, he experienced the
same problem as he did
the year prior, there are
not enough mentors to
pair with youth, to give
them a helping hand in
their social life and student affairs.
“The
Mentoring
Programme is still going
strong, but the problem
we are faced with from
year to year, is that each
year, we are seeing less
persons volunteering to
become mentors and it is
even worse so with
males”
he

acknowledged.
“We
cannot
find
males who are willing to
volunteer to be mentors,
so we have a situation
where we have more
mentees than we have
mentors and some children who want to be a
part
of
the
Mentoring Programme,
they are somewhat
left behind, because we
don’t have the mentors to
cover everybody” he
said.
However, he noted that
the ones who are placed

with mentors are doing
extremely well.
“They are having fun
times, going places doing
things together. The mentors are helping them
with their homework,
with their special projects
and so on. So the ones
that are in the programme, that is working
extremely well, but we
relay need to get more
young people realising
the importance of volunteering to do certain
things” Clarke remarked.
(RSM)

immediately, but they
waited there until another
group of policemen came to
examine the body. The
young man died soon after.
In spite of video evidence,
the police claimed that
they had warned him three
times (in 1.8 seconds?) and
that they shot when he did
not respond. They also reported seeing him as a
twenty-year-old man! That
says everything. Looking
at the face of the kid, it was
easier to have mistaken
him for a ten-year-old than
a young man of twenty. But
that explains it. To every
white officer any black
young man is a grave
threat.
This all points to the central issue of sometime ago
which I call ‘then’. Whites
in general have never
thought of Blacks as really
human. This has become
even clearer now during
the presidency of Obama.
McConnell’s chief aim not
to have Obama re-elected
coincided neatly with a
widespread feeling, particularly in the South.
Take for instance the fact
that all the issues Obama
spoke for – increased minimum wages, rebuilding of
the USA’s crumbling infrastructure and so on – were
the most wanted goals for
the US public, yet they
voted overwhelmingly for
a Party that is opposed to
all of these things! If the
name Obama appears in
anything, it is considered
bad. In Kentucky, for instance, the Obama health
care system is called
Kentucky Connect. They
love it, but they say they
hate Obamacare, which is

what their health care system really is!
The USA will go
nowhere unless there is
nation-wide dialogue that
is both honest and direct.
Patching up the holes in
the police service throughout the country will only
be a plaster on a gaping
sore. It is true that many
young citizens do not hold
such antiquated views, but
that matters little when
the balance of power is always going to be in favour
of the backward. The
young people along with
Blacks, Latinos and Asians
elected Obama, but they
have been unable to see
any programme of change
go forward.
This too is a lesson for
us.WE still have these feelings of separateness. WE
do not talk about them in
schools or in church or
mosque or mandir or synagogue.We are afraid to offend. The issue is not offence, but truth and healing. Whether you like it or
not, whether your religion
teaches you otherwise or
not, we all came from
Africa. Our White cousins
are merely mutants from
our most ancient ancestors. That mother who
begat us all some 200,000
years ago would probably
be ashamed of the way we
have behaved for the last
five hundred years.
White or black superiority is a myth. The sooner
we all confront this, the
better. Otherwise, ‘then’
will always remain, and
‘now’ and ‘then’ will be indistinguishable. This is essentially my message for
the new year.

Awards ceremony
suggested
HELP from Back Page
“Some time ago I was
listening to a lecture
given about the restoration of historic buildings
by people in Britain who
have no government support whatsoever but off
their own bat have taken
on a project with a building, be it a church, a factory, a park, country
house, a mill and without
any public funding they
have actually raised the
money to do it themselves. They are unsung
heroes. I call them angels.”
It is against this backdrop, the composer said,
that a suggestion was

made to host a ceremony
like the Oscars, with a
nomination process, to
award those persons who
carried out the best
restoration of a church,
industrial
building
etc.
“It seems to me that a
similar idea can be done
here and I would very
much like to throw bread
on the water. My art
foundation would be
happy to fund it.
“With all your help it
can be achieved. And it
would be wonderful to
look back in ten years
time and say ‘we made a
difference’,” the award
winning composer said.
(JH)
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Nat’l Employment Policy to promote entrepreneurship
THE promotion and
facilitation of entrepreneurship as a
viable outlet for
gainful employment
is one of the key objectives of the National
Employment Policy,
says Minister Dr.
Esther Byer-Suckoo.
Byer-Suckoo,
who
heads the ministries
under which the policy
was developed – Labour,
Social Security and
Human
Resource
Development ≠– said that
the policy has already
been
approved
by
Cabinet and laid in
Parliament.
She told several members of the business community during a Bank On
Me preview screening
event held this weekend
that the policy was meant
to create an enabling environment for entrepreneurship and domestic
enterprise development.
The Policy would do
this through collaborations with the Small
Business Association,
Barbados Youth Business
Trust,
Barbados
Investment
&
Development
Corporation,
Fund
Access,
Youth
Entrepreneurship
Scheme and Barbados
Coalition of Service

Industries.
Byer-Suckoo went on to
say that the National
Employment
Policy
would also involve the
provision of relevant education and training by the
Barbados Vocational
Training Board, the
Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polyclinic, BIMAP and
the Barbados Community
College, to support the
necessary skills development.
Improving information
dissemination
Citing imperfect information about the availability of financial and
technical services, the
process of setting up a
business, training opportunities or other supporting services as a major
issue which hampered
entrepreneurial initiatives in Barbados,
Minister Byer-Suckoo.
Remarked that government was working to “improve the dissemination
of this information, in collaboration with non-governmental agencies”.
The Labour minister,
while acknowledging that
frequent complaints from
entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs related to obstacles ranging
from insufficient access
to start-up capital, a lack

of partners for venture
capital arrangements, a
lack of equity financing
arrangements and a lack
of the necessary business
skills, stated that
through her ministry’s
Human
Resource
Develoment Strategy, the
Ministry of Labour was
seeking to better coordinate and strengthen programmes that offer both
financial and technical
support to entrepreneurs.

“During the financial
year 2013-2014 alone,
various organisations
provided training for aspiring entrepreneurs in
Barbados, including the
Caribbean Centre of
Excellence for Youth
Entrepreneurship, the
Barbados Investment
and
Development
Corporation, the Youth
Entrepreneurship
Scheme, Small Business
Association,
the

Barbados Youth Business
Trust and Fund Access.
Among these agencies,
some 1,132 persons received training in entrepreneurship.”
She added that such
training sought to inculcate a positive attitude
and creative mindset in
our entrepreneurial
youth, helping participants to think positively,
understand and appreciate their value, be able to

solve problems, make decisions and develop
strong self-awareness
and acquire specific, nontraditional, modern, business skills necessary to
start and manage the
growth of a business. It
also introduced the concept and principles of entrepreneurship as a key
competence, and helped
them to develop their
abilities to turn ideas into
action. (RS)
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Economists: Cut spending now
GOVERNMENT’S
challenges in dealing
with falling oil prices
are not only economic
but political in an
election year, economist
Dr. Ronald Ramkissoon
said yesterday.
“Once the Government
takes the necessary
measures to ride out this
period, it can have an effect
on the outcome of the
general
elections.
Specifically it is likely to
make it very difficult for
the Government to get a
second term in office.
“In other words, the kind
of measures that are
required in this economy
with falling revenues, can
severely test the credibility

of this Government. It is
really a test just like a test
for the PNM in 1986. The
challenge is not only on
economic management but
also
on
political
management,”
Ramkissoon told the T&T
Guardian.
His comments came
ahead of an address to the
nation on Thursday by
Prime Minster Kamla
Persad-Bissessar when she
is expected to outline
measures to be taken by
her administration in
response to falling oil
prices. Yesterday, West
Texas Intermediate oil,
which
trades
on
international markets
within the range of the

light sweet crudes
produced in T&T, fell below
US$50 a barrel for the first
time since April 2009.
Ramkissoon
said:
“Clearly the Prime
Minister needs to talk to
the population about where
the country is in terms of
public finances. Secondly,
to indicate what measures
are going to be taken in the
light of the revenue decline.
For economists there are
standard measures that
are necessary.”
He said the Government
also needs to look at the
macro economic issues:
“One needs to take into
account the issues of
foreign reserves, the
exchange rate and wages.

In other words, they need
to look at the critical
dimensions of the economy
and how they will adjust to
the decline in revenue
which is likely to be with us
for a few years. We cannot
be certain but I think it
would be good practice for
measures to deal with the
fall in income.
“What is required is a
different way in engaging
the population than we
have had in the last 50
years. It is the way in which
the Government engages
the population to get its
understanding, to get it to
understand we are facing
serious challenges and
there are measures that
will hurt but which have to
be taken in the best long
term interest of the
country. That is what the
prime minister needs to do.
Whether they can do it or
not is up in the air. It is
uncertain.”
Ramkissoon said it
would be difficult to attain
the gross domestic product
(GDP)
growth
the
Government has projected
because of a cut back in
expenditure.
“The Government had
forecasted a 2.5 per cent on
average for the next three
years. The Central Bank
Governor gave his forecast

of 0.7 per cent, which is
very low growth.
“Over the last few years
growth has been negative
or marginal in the
economy. If you take
measures like cutting
expenditure, it can bring an
adverse effect on growth
which we need to put out
there. Cutting back public
expenses can have an
adverse effect on growth
but in the short term it is
necessary if we are going
to focus on the country’s
foreign reserves which is
the life blood of the
economy
or
what
economists call the
external balance.
“We are in a period
where the focus has to be
on sustaining or having a
decent external balance,”
he said.
Moonilal
Lalchan,
president of the T&T
Chamber of Commerce,
said 2015 will be a
challenging year for the
country.
“We do not see any
immediate signs of prices
going back up as now the
prices are depressed. The
country will have to do
some belt tightening and
some of the capital projects
will have to be deferred or
even stopped altogether,”
he said.

BANK RATES
Commercial bank rates to the public at the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.
Valid for January 7th, 2015
Telegraphic Transfers
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Demand/Sight:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Notes:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $

Buying
2.37684
3.02479
1.68360
1.99375
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.42140
3.08150
1.71882
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.37238
3.01911
1.68042
1.99000
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.42140
3.08150
1.71882
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.33807
2.97545
1.67091
1.98000
0.73704
1.00000

Selling
2.43653
3.10075
1.72033
2.02857
0.74445
1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE
RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.
BDS$
Guyana $
0.00979
Jamaica $
0.01751
Trinidad & Tobago $
0.31677

Oil down
almost
ten per
cent in
two days
GLOBAL oil markets
slumped yesterday for a
fourth straight day, still
seeking a bottom with
crude prices at their
lowest since spring 2009
on mounting worries
about a supply glut.
Traders said the trend
for crude seemed lower,
but that prices could
bounce up whenever
there is a break in
market sentiment. One
such moment occurred
yesterday when weakerthan-expected
US
economic
data
suppressed the dollar for
a while. This brought
crude off session lows,
but only briefly before
the downward path
resumed.
Refined products such
as gasoline RBc1 and
heating oil HOc1 also got
a break in Monday’s
morning session, rallying
as investors took profits
on short positions. They
later succumbed to the
broader trend, trading
more than 1 percent
down by afternoon.
Crude oil prices have
plunged more than 55
percent since June, when
benchmark Brent traded
above $115 a barrel
and US crude above
$107.
In yesterday’s session,
Brent LCOc1 was down
$1.87 at $51.24 a barrel
by 12:51 p.m. EST, after
falling to $50.96, its
lowest since May 2009.
US crude CLc1 was
down $1.85 at $48.19
after plumbing an April
2009 low at $47.74.
“I think the likelihood
of seeing $46 to $45 is
quite likely,” Phillip
Streible, senior market
strategist at RJO
Futures in Chicago, said.
“People, I think, are
further understanding
that the US is becoming a
powerhouse in creating
crude oil and that’s not
going to change anytime
soon.”
The June selloff began
on concerns of oversupply
in high quality US shale
crude. It accelerated after
the OPEC meeting in
November, when Saudi
Arabia
ruled
out
production cuts as a
means of boosting prices.
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Strong dollar makes
world travel cheaper
for Americans
DALLAS – If you’ve been
putting off a trip abroad
because it’s too expensive,
start packing your bags.
A stronger dollar has
reduced the price of travel,
from a hotel room to a glass
of beer, in much of Europe,
Japan,
India
and
elsewhere.
“This is one of the best
times for Americans to
travel in years,” says Matt
Kepnes, author of “How to
Travel the World on $50 a
Day” and other travel
books.
Other economies are
shaky, making their
currencies less valuable.
Europe is barely growing.
Japan is already officially
in recession. China’s
growth has slowed.
Meanwhile, the US
economy
has
been
chugging along, and the
dollar has gained too.
Many economists expect
that steady US growth will
compel the Federal
Reserve to raise interest
rates later this year,
making dollar investments
more attractive and
leading traders to sell
other currencies and buy

dollars.
Let’s say that in June
you had a charming dinner
for two in Paris for 75
euros.
First,
congratulations. Second, it
cost $103 then; today it
would be $89. Expensive
countries may not be
cheap, but at least they’re
more affordable now.
Thanks to the pound’s
decline, England is cheaper
than it was six months ago.
But the euro has slumped
more, making most of
continental Europe an
even better bargain.Travel
writer Kepnes says Greece
is attractive right now
because hotels and tour
operators have been
slashing prices to fill
rooms. The same thing is
happening in Portugal and
parts of Spain.
“Be the contrarian
traveller,” Kepnes says. “If
you want to go to Europe,
consider eastern or central
Europe, where prices are
generally cheaper,” he says.
He recommends going
during the “shoulder
season” – late spring or
early fall – rather than in
the peak summer season.

NYC grabs back top spot for
global property investors
NEW
York
City
regained
its
top
position among global
commercial real estate
buyers,
unseating
London
and
highlighting the appeal
of US properties in
general, according to a
survey of international
investors released
yesterday.
More than 90 per cent of
respondents said they
planned to maintain or
increase the size of their
US portfolio in 2015,
according to the survey
conducted
by
the
Association of Foreign
Investors in Real Estate.
AFIRE members have an
estimated $2 trillion in
real estate assets under

management.
The US was voted the
most stable and secure
country for investment,
outdoing both second-place
Germany and third-place
United Kingdom. Foreign
investors also chose the US
as the best place for capital
appreciation,
outperforming secondplace Spain and thirdplace UK.
Looking forward, two
thirds of investors said
they expect China to
become the largest source
of capital into the US in
2016 and beyond.
In the US, investors’ top
pick of New York was
followed by San Francisco,
Houston, Los Angeles and
Washington,
D.C.,

respectively.
“As it periodically has
been in the past, the
United States is currently
the target of much of the
foreign investment in real
estate globally,” said
Thomas Arnold, Head of
Americas-Real Estate Abu
Dhabi
Investment
Authority and Chairman
of AFIRE.
“With a stable and
transparent market and
an economy that appears
to be steadily improving
without the fits and starts
experienced in other
regions, the US has
become the first stop for
foreign real estate
investors. And with the
continued creation of
wealth in China, it is not

surprising that they, along
with other nationalities,
are voting with their
‘dollars’".
After second-place
London and No. 3 San
Francisco, Tokyo and
Madrid rounded out the
top five cities globally. Last
year Tokyo was in fifteenth
place and Madrid ranked
thirteenth. These cities
replaced Houston and Los
Angeles.
Brazil re-emerged as the
No. 1 pick for emerging
markets, kicking China
into second place. Mexico
took third place. For the
first time, Poland was
among the investors’ top
five emerging countries,
tied for fourth place with
Chile.

Grenada reaches
deal to pay only
half of US$22M
it owes Taiwan
ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada –
Grenada’s prime minister
says the eastern Caribbean
island will only have to pay
half of a US$22 million
debt it owes Taiwan.
Keith Mitchell said
Monday
that
the
government of Taiwan
agreed to a payment plan
for loans it awarded over a
ten-year period.
Taiwan’s Export-Import

Bank had been seeking
sought to recover $22
million from Grenada for
loans taken out for a sports
stadium, road construction
projects and other
developments.
Grenada severed ties
with Taiwan in 2005 and
sided with China as it
sought funds following
heavy
damage
by
Hurricane Ivan in 2004.

A giant drill rig breaks ground on the new Hudson Yards construction project on Manhattan's west side in
New York, December 4, 2012.

Partly cloudy to occasionally
cloudy and windy with some scattered
showers.

LONDON: 09°C CLOUDY
BOSTON: -09°C CLEAR
MONTREAL: -19°C CLEAR
TORONTO: -13°C OVERCAST
NEW YORK: -06°C CLOUDY
MIAMI: 22°C PARTLY CLOUDY

High:

7:33 a.m.

Low:
&

2:38 a.m.
4:07 p.m.

Yesterday: 1.3 mm
For the Month: 5.2 mm
For the Year: 5.2 mm
6:22 a.m.

5:45 p.m.

Max: 27 °C
Min: 22 °C
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Jamaica’s health sector a
national emergency, doctors say
KINGSTON, Jamaica
—
The
Medical
Association of Jamaica
(MAJ) says it is urging
the ministries of
Health and Finance to
jointly consult with
public and private
stakeholders on how to
effectively and sustainably address issues affecting the nation’s
health sector.
“The provision of good
health care should be
viewed
by
the
Government as an investment in our citizens towards increased productivity and not simply a
cost to the country,” the
MAJ said in a statement
in reference to two articles published by the

Jamaica Observer on the
4th and 5th of January
2015 regarding the continued depressed state of
public hospitals in
Jamaica.
“The
Medical
Association of Jamaica
has again noted and
remains extremely concerned with these reports
on the state of the country’s public hospitals.
“These stories have
once again highlighted
the sad and unacceptable
circumstances under
which patients and their
relatives must access
their care. This is compounded by the frustrating and demoralising conditions in which Health
Professionals often pro-

vide this essential service,” the statement read.
The MAJ described the
state of the health sector
as a “national emergency”
and said that the chronic
underfunding and delayed reform of the public
health sector in Jamaica
is negatively affecting the
outcomes of patients.
The doctors added that
the personal and financial
costs to patients and their
families for delays,
complications, pain and
suffering will soon be incalculable.
“We hope that some significant improvements in
the budgetary allocation
to the sector will be made
for the upcoming financial
year (2015/16). Jamaica’s

budget for public health
service must be based on
the health realities facing
the country at this time.”
The association said
that hospitals and health
centres cannot function
effectively or efficiently
without the concomitant
investment in the sector.
“We believe that the
country’s stakeholders
must act together and
quickly to safeguard the
health of our citizens. A
collective and collaborative approach in addressing this challenge is the
first step of many in
achieving health sector
reform and the sustainable financing of public
health services in
Jamaica.”

President of the Medical Association of Jamaica
Dr Shane Alexis

CARICOM Chairman
to address two-day
meeting in China

Two held in the
murder of
retired nurse

NASSAU, Bahamas –
Newly
appointed
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) chairman,
Bahamas Prime Minister
Perry Christie, will address the two day meeting
of
the
China/Community of
Latin American and
Caribbean countries
(China/CELAC)
in
Beijing later this week,
according to an official
statement.
It said that Christie,
who took over the chairmanship of the 15-member regional grouping on
January 1st will “deliver
a statement on behalf of
CARICOM and is scheduled to meet with the
President and Premier of
China for discussions on
regional issues” during
the January 8 to 9 meeting.
“The visit will also
provide an opportunity to
discuss
bi-lateral
relations with China
including areas of technical cooperation, maritime
issues and a possible air
services agreement,” the
statement said.

KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Two teenagers are likely
to be charged later on
Monday in the murder of
a 79-year-old former matron, who was found
stabbed at her home on
New Year’s Eve.
Police said that the body
of Hyacinth Hayden, the
retired matron of the
Falmouth Hospital in the
northern parish of
Trelawny, was found by
her husband on his return
home.
Head of the Trelawny
Police
Division,
Superintendent Wilfred
Campbell said the
teenagers, one of them 16,
were picked up on

It said that while in
Beijing, Prime Minister
Christie will “also take
the opportunity to meet
with private sector investors in the tourism
area in connection with
the Bahamas project”.
He will also have discussions with the chairman of Genting/Resorts
World Group.
Christie will be accompanied by a five-member
delegation that includes
the Minister of Foreign
Affairs Fred Mitchell, the
Minister of Tourism Obie
Wilchcombe and the
Minister of Transport
and Aviation Glenys
Hanna Martin.

Newly appointed Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) chairman, Bahamas Prime Minister
Perry Christie

Saturday and that the retired health workers may
have been killed during a
break-in at her home.
The murder of the retired nurse sent shockwaves across the country
and Jamaicans in the
Diaspora reacted angrily
to the killing.
“Since the death of Mrs.
Hayden, our members
have taken to social media
expressing outrage, we
are calling for a speedy investigation and hope that
the killers will be brought
to justice as quickly as
possible,” said Derrick
Scott of the New York
based Friends of Trelawny
Association.

Mexican police force held in journalist’s disappearance
VERACRUZ, Mexico –
State prosecutors detained
a town’s police force yesterday following the disappearance of a journalist in
the southern state of
Veracruz.
Thirty-six members of
the Medellin de Bravo police department were
brought in to give state-

ments, according to a statement from the Veracruz
state prosecutor’s office.
Authorities detained three
police officers there
Monday.
Prosecutors said the investigation is in an advanced stage and one of the
lines of investigation is
looking at the social ac-

tivism of journalist Moises
Sanchez Cerezo, some of
which was aimed at
Medellin Mayor Omar
Cruz.
Sanchez’s brother Juan
Carlos Sanchez said
Monday that his brother
had been threatened by
Cruz. Cruz denied any involvement at a news con-

ference Monday.
A group of nine armed
men took Sanchez from his
home on Friday along with
his computer, camera and
telephones.
Sanchez publishes a
local weekly, “La Union,”
which he has supported
with his work as a cab
driver. According to a re-

porters’ group, Sanchez
wrote principally about
local government corruption and violent deaths and
published citizen complaints.Veracruz is one of
the most dangerous states
in Mexico for journalists,
according to the New Yorkbased Committee to
Protect Journalists.

Dutch woman arrested after confessing to smuggling cocaine in body cavity
PARAMARIBO, Suriname
– Police say they have arrested a 38-year-old
woman on drug related
charges as she attempted

to board a flight at the
Johan Adolf Pengel
International Airport on
Sunday.
A police statement yes-

terday said that the
woman, identified only as
Rachel A and the holder of
a Dutch passport, had
checked in for a flight to

The Netherlands.
“During inspections it
turned out that she had
hidden cocaine in one of
her body cavities,” the po-

lice said in a statement
adding that the woman
had also admitted to swallowing some of the cocaine
pellets.Police said “so far”

they confiscated 310 grams
from Rachel A and that the
case has been transferred
to the Narcotics Unit for
further investigation.
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Winfresh suspends purchase
of bananas from Dominica
ROSEAU, Dominica –
Winfresh (UK) Ltd, the
fruit importer and distributor, has suspended the purchase
of bananas from
Dominican farmers
because of the quality
of the fruit being
shipped from the island, the President of
the National Fair

Trade Organization
(NFTA), Charles Watty
has said.
Watty said that over
the past few weeks,
Winfresh has been concerned about the quality
of the fruit and the fact
that Dominica does not
have a proper management of the Black
Sigatoka, a leaf-spot dis-

ease of banana plants
caused by the ascomycete
fungus Mycosphaerella
fijiensis.
“As a result of that you
have uneven ripening of
the fruits. So as a result
of that during the course
of December, Winfresh
has suspended all the
core farmers of Dominica
…and as a result you

only find yourself shipping just about roughly
two
pallets
of
bananas.
“But we have been
working with the officials
from Winfresh on the
ground in Dominica to
get these farmers reinstated at the earliest possible opportunity,” he
said.

Guyana to boost
police force by
1,500 officers
GEORGETOWN, Guyana
– The Caribbean country
of Guyana plans to boost
its police force by 1,500 officers to help reduce
killings and increase security in gold-mining
areas.
Security
Minister
Clement Rohee said
Tuesday that 130 killings
were reported last year,
compared to less than 100
in the previous year. He

said more than 40 of
those killings occurred
in Guyana’s rural
interior.
The country’s Miners
Association has complained about the lack of
police officers and equipment to help patrol large
swaths of land where
dozens of mines operate.
Rohee said the police
force will soon grow to
5,000 officers.

Police seize US$13M
worth of cocaine
aboard cargo ship

Over the past few weeks, Winfresh has been concerned about the quality of the fruit.

GEORGETOWN, Guyana
– Authorities in Guyana
say they have discovered
US$13 million worth of cocaine aboard a ship that
arrived from neighbouring Suriname.
The director of the antinarcotics unit says that officers have so far found an
estimated 1,400 kilograms (3,090 pounds)
aboard the Cyprus-registered ship named “The

Delta Diedre.” James
Singh said the ship’s crew
was detained early
Tuesday.
He said the ship was
traveling toward the
southeastern port town of
Linden to load bauxite
from China’s Bosai
Minerals Group. The ship
was then scheduled to
travel to Spain, the
Netherlands
and
Belgium.

United Nations Security Council
heading to Haiti to press for elections
UNITED NATIONS – The
U.N. Security Council is
heading to Haiti later this
month with a message for
President Michel Martelly:
It’s past time to urgently
organize credible elections.
Chile’s U.N.Ambassador
Cristian Barros Melet, the
current council president,

told reporters Monday that
elections must take place
“in order to normalize the
legislative process and the
presidential process.”
Haiti faces an uncertain
political future in upcoming
months,
with
Senatorial seats expiring
on Jan. 12, exactly five

years after a devastating
earthquake struck the nation of 10 million people. If
the election isn’t held in
the next week – which is
virtually impossible –
Martelly will rule by decree.
During the Security
Council’s Jan. 23-25 visit,

Barros Melet said the
unanimous message from
the 15 members will be
that “the priority of the
president of Haiti should
be to develop a credible
electoral timetable – a
timetable that is also feasible and can be implemented

PAHO hails three years without foot-andmouth disease outbreaks in the Americas

Chile’s U.N. Ambassador Cristian Barros Melet

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil,
Jan 6, CMC – The Pan
American
Health
Organization (PAHO) says
January 2015 marks the
third consecutive year that
the Americas, including the
Caribbean, has had no outbreak of foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD), a highly
contagious animal disease
that can have a devastating
impact on livestock.
In marking the achievement, the Pan American
Foot-and-Mouth Disease
Center (PANAFTOSA), a

specialized technical center of PAHO, noted the importance of the investments and hard work of
member countries.
PAHO said foot-andmouth disease (FMD) is a
highly contagious viral disease that primarily affects
cloven-hooved livestock
and wildlife.
It said outbreaks can severely disrupt livestock
production and trade, causing major economic losses
and threatening food security.

PAHO said FMD is not
related to hand, foot and
mouth disease, a condition
seen only in humans, and is
not considered a public
health problem, as human
cases are extremely rare.
PAHO said North
America has been free of
FMD since 1954, and the
countries of Central
America
and
the
Caribbean have never had
the disease.
South American countries have steadily expanded the amount of ter-

ritory that is free of footand-mouth disease, PAHO
said.
“The continuing absence
of foot-and-mouth disease
is the result of country efforts in such key areas as
implementation of surveillance systems, risk-based
serological studies, systematic vaccination using verified-quality vaccines, improvements in information
systems, monitoring of animal movements, and innovative border strategies,”
PAHO said.
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Police stop
apparent
suicide
attempt on
JetBlue flight
A GROUP of police officers flying home to Utah from the funeral of slain New York Police
Det. Wenjian Liu were unexpectedly called into service in
midair.
A JetBlue flight from John F.
Kennedy International Airport
to Salt Lake City was diverted
to Chicago O’Hare International
Airport on Sunday after a passenger apparently became suicidal and combative after a fight
with her husband.
Before the incident, Flight
71’s flight attendants had noted
the unusually high number of
police officers on the flight.
Flight attendants separated
the fighting couple and brought
the wife to the front of the cabin
to sit next to Salt Lake Unified
Police Department Det. Robert
Odor. The detective had an open
seat next to him and agreed to
sit with her.
When Odor noticed her taking
pills and writing a note, he
grabbed the pill bottle out of her
hand.
“She was yelling, she was
kicking at us,” Odor said.
As officers held her down, Salt
Lake Unified Police Sgt. Terry
Wall tried to calm the woman. A
crisis-intervention specialist
who is often asked to negotiate
with distraught people, Wall
said he “tried to let her know
that we’re there to help her, let
her know that she matters, even
though she’s saying that ‘I don’t
want you to help me, I want to
die.’”
The police officers said they
held the woman down for more
than an hour as the flight diverted to Chicago. They said
that handcuffing her could have
made the situation worse.
By the end of the flight, the
woman reportedly told the police she wanted to take her life
in a different direction.
JetBlue would only say that
the flight diverted to Chicago
“after a medical/security issue
was reported in the cabin,” according to a statement. “The aircraft landed safely, without incident, and was met by first responders. A customer was taken
to a local hospital for further
evaluation”.
“I can only speculate what
would have happened if we hadn’t noticed that and the flight
had continued for four more
hours,” Odor stated.
The flight usually takes about
five hours but passengers didn’t
complain that the plane landed
about four hours late in Salt
Lake City.

Republicans take control of US
Congress after eight years
REPUBLICANS are set to
take control of both chambers of Congress for the first
time in eight years.
New and re-elected senators
and all representatives began
the swearing-in process at midday.
At the top of the Republican
agenda is approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline, which was
the first bill introduced yesterday.
Meanwhile, House Speaker
John Boehner is facing a leadership challenge from several more
conservative members.
Among those challenging
Boehner is Texas Representative
Louis Gohmert, who earlier said

it was time for a change after
“years of broken promises”.
But Boehner has already won
a vote of Republican representatives and would need to lose
dozens of additional votes from
his party to be ousted as speaker.
Some Republicans have decried the leadership fight as a
distraction from the party’s
newly won ability to pass legislation.
The party won a majority in
the Senate during November’s
mid-term election.
But they have been angered
by recent solo actions by Obama
including an executive action on
immigration policy and a major
shift in US policy towards Cuba.

Congress convened at noon, as
required by the US Constitution.
A vote on the approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline, a controversial oil pipeline extension on
hold for years, is already expected in the House later this
week.
Yesterday, the legislation became the first bill to be introduced in the new Congress.
It may have enough support
to pass the Senate, but the White
House has said Obama would
veto the legislation if it came to
his desk.
The US president has used his
power of veto twice in his six
years as president, but has said
he expects to use it more now

that both chambers are controlled by Republicans.
Republicans are also set to
take on Obama’s immigration
policy changes through a funding fight, legislation to repeal or
defund the health law often referred to as “Obamacare”, and
fast-track a Pacific trade deal.
Despite the likelihood of highprofile clashes, Republican leaders and the White House have
signalled there might be co-operating on such trade deals, as well
as tax reform and infrastructure
spending.
Obama could face pressure on
the Trans-Pacific Partnership –
a 12 nation trade deal – from the
more liberal parts of his party.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, second left, stands by as Police Commissioner William Bratton, second right, speaks at a news
conference at St. Barnabas Hospital in the Bronx after two police officers were shot.

Suspects in custody after two NYPD officers shot
NEW YORK – Two people were
in custody yesterday in connection with the shooting of two
NYPD officers who were responding to a robbery on Monday
night, one day after the department had buried one of its own.
Police did not identify them.
They have not been charged, police said.
Mayor Bill de Blasio said earlier that one of at least two suspects may have been wounded
during a shoot-out on Monday
night in the Bronx. The officers
were hospitalised in stable condition with injuries not believed

to be life-threatening.
“They went above and beyond
the call to protect their fellow
New Yorkers,” de Blasio said at a
news conference early yesterday.
“Thank God the officers are
doing well and will recover.”
Officer Andrew Dossi, 30, was
shot in the left arm and lower
back. Aliro Pellerano, 38, was
shot in his left arm and chest.
Dossi’s father, Joseph Dossi,
said his son is in the Army
Reserve, a veteran of two tours in
Iraq. He said the officer underwent surgery on his arm, which
was shattered by a bullet.

“He’s groggy, in a bunch of
pain,” his father said. “It looked
like they put some pins in his
arm. It looked pretty nasty.”
Police Commissioner William
Bratton said the plainclothes officers, part of an anti-crime unit,
were coming off their shift late
Monday when they spotted two
possible suspects in a robbery –
one outside a Chinese restaurant and another inside it.
He said when the officers got
out of their car, a suspect in the
restaurant opened fire, forcing
the officers to shoot back. The
suspects fled and police believe

they carjacked a vehicle occupied
by two women. The car was
found abandoned and a revolver
was found nearby. No further details about the women were
made public.
Bratton said a man later
walked into New York-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Centre in upper Manhattan
with a gunshot wound to his
back. Police are trying to determine if he is connected to the
case.
The commissioner said police
have video that could help them
identify the suspects.
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Hamas man sentenced to life for teen killings that led to Gaza war
JERUSALEM – An Israeli
military court yesterday
sentenced a Palestinian to
life imprisonment over the
killing of three Israeli
youths, whose abduction in
the occupied West Bank
set off a chain of events
leading to the 50-day Gaza
war last summer.

The court found that
Hussam Kawasmeh, a
member of the militant
Hamas Islamist group,
planned the abduction in
which Eyal Yifrach, 19,
and Gilad Shaer and
Naftali Fraenkel, both 16,
were shot dead while
hitchhiking in the occupied

West Bank in June.
Kawasmeh was arrested
in August and charged
with murder.A three-judge
panel sentenced him to
three life terms, according
to a court document released to the media.
Two Hamas operatives
suspected of having killed

the youngsters after picking them up on a road near
a Jewish settlement died
in a firefight with Israeli
forces at their West Bank
hideout in September.
The bodies of the three
Israelis were found in the
West Bank nearly three
weeks after their disap-

pearance.
In an alleged revenge attack in July, a Palestinian
teenager, Mohammed Abu
Khudair, was abducted
and burned to death in
Jerusalem by three suspected Jewish assailants,
who have since been
charged with his murder.

Khudair’s death and
sweeping arrests by Israel
of suspected Hamas men
across the West Bank led
to clashes between Palestinians and Israeli police in
East Jerusalem and crossborder rocket fire from the
Hamas-controlled Gaza
Strip.

Pakistan approves military
courts for terrorism cases

Pegida supporters were outnumbered at the Berlin march.

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani
lawmakers voted yesterday to allow military
courts to prosecute terrorism-related cases in the
latest government effort to
get tough on militancy in
the wake of last month’s
Taliban school massacre.
The legislation passed
both houses unanimously
and now must be signed
by the president. It will become effective immediately and will last for two
years.
Following the December
16 attack that left 150 people dead – most of them
students – the government has scrambled to
find ways to combat widespread Islamic militancy.
The prime minister lifted
a death penalty moratorium and then announced
a proposal to allow mili-

tary officers to rule on
civilian terrorism cases.
“Military courts come
into force in war time, and
we are at war,” said Interior Minister Chaudhry
Nisar Ali Khan in an address to parliament on
Saturday defending the
proposed changes.
The government has
sought to allay fears that
the courts would be used
to persecute political opponents or try non-terrorism related cases. Speaking to legislators yesterday, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif said the
government would decide
what cases will be heard
in the military courts. He
said many “hard-core terrorists” arrested during
military operations and
currently in internment
centres would be tried in

military courts.
Pakistan’s overburdened legal system has
often struggled to deal
with terrorism cases.
There is no protection for
judges, witnesses and
prosecutors. Police investigations are often flawed,
and authorities complain
that if they bring a case
against a suspected militant it is often thrown out.
But little information
has been released about
exactly how the military
courts would function and
what civilian oversight
they would have. Critics
have questioned the wisdom of handing over so
much responsibility to the
military, and whether the
government will do anything over the next two
years to improve the civilian courts.

Germany ‘islamisation’
rallies denounced
POLITICIANS and celebrities in Germany
have joined a media
campaign against Pegida, a group protesting against what it
sees as the “Islamisation” of Europe.
Former Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and retired
footballer Oliver Bierhoff
are among 80 figures to
back a petition in German
newspaper Bild.
It comes after rival rallies took place across the
country.
Some 18 000 people attended one anti-immigration rally in Dresden on
Monday.
There have been weekly
protests by the Patriotic
Europeans against the
Islamisation of the West
(Pegida) since October.
But counter demonstrations have sprung up, with
thousands marching in
Berlin, Cologne, Dresden

and Stuttgart.
‘Hollow prejudices’

Figures joining the Bild
appeal said “‘no’ to xenophobia and ‘yes’ to diversity and tolerance,” according to the newspaper.
Pegida “appeals to hollow prejudices, xenophobia and intolerance,” wrote
former Social Democrat
Chancellor
Helmut
Schmidt.
“A look at our past and
economic sense tells us
Germany should not
spurn refugees and asylum-seekers,” he added.
Another former Chancellor, Gerhard Schroder,
also voiced concerns, along
with actress Karoline
Herfurth, who appeared in
The Reader, and TV presenter Thomas Gottschalk.
Police said some 5 000
counter-demonstrators
blocked hundreds of Pegi-

da supporters from
marching along their
planned route in Berlin on
Monday.
A total of 22 000 antiPegida demonstrators rallied in Stuttgart, Muenster and Hamburg, according to the DPS news
agency.
In Cologne, the authorities switched off the lights
of the city’s cathedral as a
way of warning Pegida
supporters they were supporting “extremists”.
“We don’t think of it as a
protest, but we would like
to make the many conservative Christians [who
support Pegida] think
about what they are
doing,” the dean of the
cathedral, Norbert Feldhoff, stated.
Only about 250 Pegida
supporters showed up in
Cologne, compared with
thousands of counterdemonstrators.

Pakistani paramilitary soldiers patrol at the premises of National Assembly
building during an assembly session yesterday, Jan. 6, 2015 in Islamabad,
Pakistan. Pakistan’s lower house has passed constitutional amendment bill
tabled by the government in the parliament to form special military courts for
trial of terrorists.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY
ARIES (March 21-April 19) - You’ve built up
plenty of goodwill, and now it’s your turn to
relax. They might not remember all the things
you did, but they will definitely remember how
you made them feel.

P
R
O
S
A
N
D
C
O
N
S

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You might be
surprised at whom you’ll influence. You can be
sure that the impression you make will travel
long distances and extend far into the future,
too.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - You’re generous
now – maybe too generous. Think twice before
you share to prevent yourself from accidentally
giving away what you should have kept for
yourself.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Use reverse
psychology. People will want what they think
they can’t have. Create a sense of scarcity
around what you’re offering. When something
is too abundant, it will be perceived as common
and undesirable.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Make big plans,
because without them, you’ll be reacting to life
instead of creating it. Not all of your plans will
work out, but you’ll sure be better off for having
made them.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - If you don’t
believe something should be yours, then you
won’t be able to obtain it. Work on your own
feelings of worthiness. You really do deserve
this, and the only one keeping you from it is
you.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - You can’t help it
that you’re drawn to highly competitive arenas.
But with your high level of focus, you put the
odds in your favor. You’ll spend many tireless
hours on the same activity until a breakthrough
is inevitable.
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SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - When people
are not understanding you, it’s natural to want
to repeat yourself, loudly. However, such a
tactic won’t work. You need new words instead.
Change your language and approach.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You can’t
help but wonder whether life would have been
different had you made another choice. Rest
assured, you made the right choice then, and
today brings a kind of proof you’ll find quite
satisfying.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You have so
much on your mind that socialising might not
seem like a huge priority. But make a weekend
plan anyway – you’ll be glad when Saturday
comes around.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Where you
spend your time will be crucial to the way
relationships develop. A comfortable
environment will allow you to shine. If you’re
not comfortable, it will be better to leave than
to try to make things work.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today brings a
chase of some kind. Don’t assume anything
about the thing or person you’re after. This
situation will require you to be fully aware and
on your game.
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Kurds ‘seize key Kobane district’
KURDISH fighters battling Islamic State (IS) in
Kobane, northern Syria,
have seized a key district
and now control 80 per
cent of the town, activists
say.
Syrian Kurds backed by
Iraqi Peshmerga forces
captured the security district including the police
HQ, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said.
IS advanced on the
town in September and
quickly overran much of
it.
Since then, however,
Kurdish fighters helped
by US-led air strikes have
steadily pushed them
back.
The Observatory, based
in the UK, said Kurdish
fighters known as the
People’s Protection Units
(YPG) had seized the security area after fierce
clashes that started on
Sunday night.
Kobane official Idriss

Much of Kobane lies in ruins after months of fighting.

Nassan confirmed the report and said IS fighters
still controlled the eastern
districts of Maqtala and
Kani Kordan.

US Central Command
said eight air strikes had
destroyed 13 IS fighting
positions and a building
in Kobane since Monday,

and damaged a second
building. They followed
eight air strikes on
Sunday that destroyed 11
IS fighting positions.

Turkey detains
Dutch journalist on
‘terror’ suspicions
TURKISH police have
briefly detained a Dutch
journalist on suspicion of
“propaganda for a terrorist organisation” in Turkey’s mainly Kurdish
south-east.
Freelance reporter Frederike Geerdink, based in
the city of Diyarbakir,
tweeted as her house was
searched by police. She
was later released.
Turkey and its Western
allies call the Kurdish
rebel PKK group “terrorists”.
The EU has criticised
the Turkish authorities
for harassing journalists.
Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan insisted yesterday that
“nowhere in Europe or in
other countries is there a
media as free as the press
in Turkey”.
Shocking treatment
Dutch Foreign Minister
Bert Koenders, visiting
Turkey, said he was
“shocked” by the treatment of Geerdink.
On Twitter he said that
he was speaking to his

counterpart
Mevlut
Cavusoglu about the incident.
“Freedom of press in
Turkey, and this case, continue to be points of concern,” he added.
The head of the bar association in Diyarbakir
said the case was connected to Geerdink’s
tweets and other issues
but did not give further
details.
The Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK), striving for
self-rule, has been fighting Turkish security forces
since the 1980s. A fragile
truce has been in place
since March 2013.
Last month at least 24
people in Turkey were arrested in police raids on a
leading newspaper and
TV station said to have
close links with a USbased cleric.
The Zaman newspaper
and Samanyolu TV channel are described as close
to Islamic cleric Fethullah
Gulen, the spiritual leader
of the Hizmet movement,
who lives in self-imposed
exile in the US.

Bus crash in
eastern Ukraine
kills 12 servicemen,
injures 21
The attack took place in the historic district of Sultanahmet

Female suicide bomber hits police
station in Istanbul’s historic heart
ISTANBUL – A suicide
bomber blew herself
up inside a police station in Istanbul’s historic Sultanahmet district yesterday, killing
one officer and wounding another, the city’s
governor and Turkish
media said.
The woman spoke English as she entered the
building, but her nationality and identity were un-

known, Governor Vasip
Sahin told reporters at the
scene.
Turkish media said one
of the officers died from his
wounds.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility
but the bombing comes
less than a week after farleft group DHKP-C said it
was behind a grenade attack on police near the
prime minister’s office in

Istanbul.
Police sealed off the
street where yesterday’s
attack happened, across
the square from the Aya
Sofya museum and Blue
Mosque and near the
Basilica Cistern, which
are among the top tourist
destinations in one of the
world’s most visited cities.
Public transport resumed after being briefly
shut down and some

tourists, braving heavy
snow, were still walking
around the historic Sultanahmet square.
The DHKP-C (Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front) had
warned of further strikes
after last Thursday’s attack, in which a man carrying an automatic weapon was detained near the
Ottoman-era Dolmabahce
Palace.

DONETSK, Ukraine – A
bus carrying Ukrainian
servicemen collided with
two heavy trucks on a
snowy road, killing 12 of
them and injuring 21, the
Interior Ministry said
yesterday.
The accident occurred
late on Monday in eastern Ukraine, where government forces are fighting Russia-backed separatists. The troops killed
in the crash were members of the National
Guard, the ministry said.
Footage of the crash
site broadcast on the
Internet television channel Hromadske showed
what was left of the bus
lying in the snow along
the side of a narrow twolane road.
Other Ukrainian soldiers took up duties yes-

terday at the Donetsk
Airport, scene of some of
the fiercest fighting in
eastern Ukraine. The 50
soldiers in a convoy of
four trucks were provided
safe passage to the airport by rebel forces, who
gave them gifts in celebration of Orthodox
Christmas.
As part of a troop rotation, the same trucks returned carrying 49 Ukrainian soldiers, since one
had been killed in battle a
few days earlier.
Fighting in eastern
Ukraine has continued
despite a cease-fire
reached in September as
the two sides have failed
to agree on a line of division to create a buffer
zone. More than 4 700
people have been killed
since April.
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Study: Fracking led to Ohio earthquakes
A HYDRAULIC fracturing, or fracking,
well in Ohio triggered
scores of small earthquakes in March 2014,
including one large
enough to be felt in
nearby towns, a new
study confirms. The
biggest quake, a magnitude 3, was one of
the largest ever caused
by fracking. State officials shut down the
well two days after the
earthquake hit.
Fracking involves the
high-pressure injection of
water, sand and chemicals into rock to break it
up and release trapped oil
and gas. In Ohio, fracking
triggered earthquakes on
a hidden fault in ancient
crystalline rock beneath
a natural gas well in the
Utica Shale, according to
the study, published Jan.
5 in the Bulletin of the
Seismological Society of
America.
No earthquakes were
ever recorded in this region of Ohio before fracking started, and the shaking stopped after the well
was shut down, said lead
study author Robert
Skoumal, a graduate student in seismology at
Miami University in
Ohio. Skoumal and other
Miami University researchers identified 77
earthquakes with magnitudes ranging from 1 to 3
that occurred from March
4 to 12.
“The company happened to be unlucky because they were hydraulic fracturing near an
unknown fault,” Skoumal
said.
The largest earthquake
rattled nerves in eastern
Ohio but did not cause
any damage. “It could be
felt, but this is a very
small event,” Skoumal
said. “It did not pose any

A rig drills for natural gas at a hydraulic fracturing site in Pennsylvania. Fracking has been implicated in earthquakes in various parts of
the country.

risk.”
It’s rare for fracking to
cause earthquakes that
people can feel. This is the
fifth reported case tying
fracking to felt earthquakes, and the second
instance
in
Ohio.
Fracking typically causes
tiny tremors that are too
small to be felt by people,
usually smaller than
about magnitude 1.
The majority of fracking-linked earthquakes in
recent years – including
those rocking Oklahoma,
Arkansas and Colorado –
are blamed on wastewater disposal wells, in
which leftover drilling
fluids are injected deep
underground. The fluids
unclamp faults, allowing
rocks to slip.

Fracking quakes
Skoumal connected
fracking to Ohio’s March
2014 earthquakes by
comparing
seismic
records to publicly available drilling reports from
the Ohio Department of
Natural
Resources
(ODNR). It turned out the
culprit was the two northeasternmost “legs” of a
horizontal natural gas
well drilled by Hilcorp
Energy Co. in Poland
Township, at the abandoned Carbon Limestone
Landfill, according to the
study results.
Earthquakes
that
started after drilling
began outlined a small
fault about a half-mile
(about 1 kilometre) be-

neath two legs at well
CCL2. (Multiple legs
were drilled from the
same well site.) Fracking
at other well legs caused
no earthquakes, Skoumal
said. “It was a really isolated case,” he said.
Skoumal distinguished
between natural and
manmade earthquakes
with a technique he is developing that will help
government and industry
quickly pinpoint drillinginduced earthquakes. The
technique, called earthquake fingerprinting,
helps find tiny quakes
that are typically hidden
in the toddlerlike scribbles of seismometer
recordings. A computer
pulls out small tremors
by treating the wiggles

like fingerprints. The
search pattern, or fingerprint, comes from the wigglelike seismograms of
larger earthquakes that
have already struck.
“It can identify signals
that, to our eyes, would
be just noise,” Skoumal
said. With more earthquake records, researchers get a clearer
picture of whether shaking seems caused by industry, he said.
Looking at both the
Poland Township case
and an earlier earthquake
swarm
in
Youngstown,
Ohio,
Skoumal said he saw a
clear correlation in time
and space with drilling
activities.
Intensive shale gas

drilling in Ohio has unleashed earthquakes
from both fracking and
injection wells. On Dec.
31, 2011, Youngstown experienced a magnitude4.0 earthquake, the
largest of 12 quakes clustered near an injection
well in that area.
Fracking-caused quakes
in September and
October of 2013 rattled
Harrison County, according to a separate study.
The ODNR now requires that companies install seismometers when
drilling within 3 miles (5
km) of known faults or
near an area that has recently experienced earthquakes. The ODNR will
stop drilling and evaluate
a site if quakes occur.

One for the record books: 2014 officially hottest year
IT’S official: 2014 has
taken the title of hottest
year on record. That
ranking comes courtesy
of data released Monday
by
the
Japan
Meteorological Agency
(JMA), the first of four
major global temperature recordkeepers to release their data for last
year.
The upward march of
the world’s average temperature since 1891 is a
trademark of human-influenced global warming

with 2014 being the latest stop on the climb. All
10 of the hottest years
have come since 1998.
The average temperature was 1.1°F above the
20th century average according to JMA’s data.
That edges 1998, the
previous warmest year,
by about 0.1°F.
One big difference between 2014 and 1998 is
that the latter was on
the tail end of a super El
Niño, which has the tendency to spike tempera-

tures. In comparison,
2014 was the year of the
almost El Niño.
Instead,
record
warmth in other parts of
the Pacific as well as the
hottest year on record in
Europe were some of the
main drivers in fuelling
the heat. Joe Romm of
Climate Progress also
notes that heat in
Australia early in the
year and California’s
hottest year further contributed to the heat.
Seasonal tempera-

tures also paint a picture of a planet that didn’t get a break. Spring,
summer and fall were all
record-setting hot. Last
winter was the only season not to set a record,
and even that was still
the sixth-warmest winter.
JMA is one of the four
major groups that use
both ground measurements and satellites to
compute the planet’s average temperature. The
other three include

NASA and the National
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Administration in the
U.S. and the Hadley
Centre in the U.K. There
are subtle differences in
how they analyse temperature data, but
there’s generally broad
agreement, particularly
the upward trend in
temperatures over the
past century.
The other groups are
expected to release their
data in the coming

weeks and confirm that
2014 was indeed the
hottest year on record.
And some scientists
think it could get even
hotter sooner. Strong
trade winds in the
Pacific have likely had a
dampening effect on the
global average temperature by essentially allowing the ocean to store
more heat, but those
winds are expected to
weaken in the near future as part of a natural
fluctuation.

The Barbados Advocate

Wednesday January 7, 2015 • 21

CES 2015: LG tries again
with curved smartphone
ELECTRONICS firm
LG has shown off a second version of its
curved smartphone at
the
Consumer
Electronics Show.
The LG G Flex 2 is
smaller than its predecessor and its display can
now handle high-definition images.
The “self-healing” coating on its rear has also
been improved to quickly
repair any scratches it
suffers.
Gadget-watchers were
divided over the phone,
with some praising its
performance while others
were unimpressed.
LG has not said when
the phone will go on sale
nor said how much it will
cost.

Curved questions
The updated G Flex has
an OLED (organic lightemitting diode) display
5.5in (14cm) in size – a
half-inch smaller than the
original – and the curve
of the whole device is less
pronounced than the first
version.
LG said the self-healing
coating covering the back
of the phone will now seal
scratches in 10 seconds or
so. Earlier versions took
minutes to do the same.
The OLED screen also
helps make the phone
very resistant to damage
from being inadvertently
sat or stepped on, said the
firm.
Also onboard are a 13.1
megapixel camera on the
handset’s rear and a 2.1

megapixel camera facing
forwards. Inside the
phone is the latest
Qualcomm 810 processor
and the gadget runs LG’s
version of Google’s
Android operating system.
Vlad Savov from tech
news site The Verge liked
the phone, saying the
smaller size of the gadget
meant it was now much
easier to reach the buttons on its rear, making
the whole device more usable.
Analyst
Carolina
Milanesi, chief of research
at Kantar Worldpanel,
said the original Flex did
“okay” and the revision
should mean it gets more
attention.
However, she said, the

phone’s self-healing coating and its OLED screen
were hard for staff to explain to customers, making it a tough sell in shops.
“The G3 has done much
more for LG than the Flex
has done,” she said,
adding that the Flex was
more about showing how
LG can be different, than
anything else.
Ron Amadeo from tech
site Ars Technica was underwhelmed with the Flex
2, saying although it was
an improvement, it still
did not answer any pressing consumer need.
“Every time we see a
curved device, we ask
‘why is it curved?’ – but
we have yet to get a satisfactory answer,” he wrote
in a hands-on review.

Early reviewers said the slightly shrunken G Flex 2 was easier to use than its predecessor.

Music downloads on the decline
as streaming picks up steam
MUSIC streaming services are kicking downloads to the curb, as a
younger generation of
music fans increases its
influence on the music industry.
“Young people don’t
like to pay for music,”
NewYorker.com editor
Nick Thompson says.
“They didn’t like the

album model, they got rid
of CDs and now, digital
downloads are declining.”
Last year, music downloads and albums
dropped significantly.
Song sales declined by 12
per cent and album sales
also dropped by 9 per
cent, the Wall Street
Journal reports.
In contrast, streaming

songs rose by 54 per cent
from 2013 to 2014, according to the Wall Street
Journal.
“Everybody’s moving to
Spotify and other streaming services or just
watching stuff on
YouTube,” Thompson
says.
Consumers may be
moving away from down-

loading songs, but in
other instances, what’s
old is becoming the new
again.
“There’s a slight resurgence in vinyl records,”
Thompson says. “It’s like
going back in time...
People say audio files do
sound better, but really
it’s just a reaction to
trends in the industry.”

What to expect in
technology in 2015
FROM self-driving cars to
smart watches, here’s
what to watch out for in
the technology world this
year.
Among the most anticipated is the Apple Watch,
the smart watch that
Apple will be available
early this year.
“The big question is, is
this going to be a big new
product category?” said
NewYorker.com editor
Nick Thompson.
“Is it going to be like the
iPhone or the iPad? Will
this watch be the first
smart watch that people
wear and like?”
The watch’s success
could be key for Apple.
Thompson noted that
iPad sales (and tablet

sales overall) have declined.
“The tablet trends are
really interesting...
People aren’t buying
them.”
Apple’s competitor
Google on the other hand,
will launch another iteration of the Google Glass,
though Thompson isn’t
particularly impressed.
“That is not a product
that has done particularly well. ... I think
Google Glass is done,”
Thompson said.
But he says Google’s
other hardware project is
the self-driving cars.
“That’s the one that I
think is transformative
and really will change the
world,” Thompson said.

Facebook acquires
speech recognition
start-up Wit.ai
FACEBOOK has acquired
the speech-recognition
start-up Wit.ai, it has been
confirmed.
Neither company revealed what it planned to
develop, but Facebook
praised Wit.ai’s ability to
“turn speech and text into
actionable data”.
The existing Wit.ai platform would remain, the
start-up said.
According to one analyst, it could herald
Facebook’s move into voice
messaging, or even voice
control of home appliances.
“We have seen a lot of
messaging companies trying to connect messaging
apps to devices, such as
Tencent’s WeChat. They
are doing things like connecting apps to home appliances,” said Pamela
Clark-Dickson of analyst
firm Ovum.
She said that Facebook’s
advantage over existing
firms in the market, such
as Hive and Sonos, was its
extensive reach.
‘Powerful offering’
“If you have more than a
billion users and you can
connect them to multiple
devices, that becomes a
very powerful offering.
Wit.ai also has the messenger agents and you
could see those being incorporated into Facebook,”
she added.

She said that while the
Facebook-owned
WhatsApp has been struggling to get its own voice
product to market,
Facebook was unlikely to
simply use Wit.ai to help
out in that respect.
And she said she believed that the FacebookWit.ai offering, when it arrived, would be more than
a Skype or Siri-like service
for Facebook. “I believe it
will add value,” she said.
Wit.ai, which has been
described as “the Github,
the Wikipedia, the Bitcoin
of natural language” by
founder Alex Lebrun said:
“Facebook has the resources and talent to help
us take the next step.”
‘Amazing experiences’
In a statement, it said:
“Facebook’s mission is to
connect everyone and
build amazing experiences
for the over 1.3 billion people on the platform - technology that understands
natural language is a big
part of that, and we think
we can help.”
It confirmed its own
platform would “remain
open and become entirely
free for everyone”. It said:
“Developers are the life of
our project and the energy,
enthusiasm and passion
of the community has
helped turn what was
once just a lofty dream,
into a reality.”
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More women join defamation
lawsuit against Bill Cosby

Bridge

TWO women accusing
Bill Cosby of sexual offences decades ago
have joined a defamation lawsuit, contending
he
publicly
branded them as liars
through statements by
his representatives.
The amended complaint was filed Monday
in U.S. District Court in
Springfield, in western
Massachusetts, where
Cosby has a home in
Shelburne Falls.
Cosby is the only defendant in the lawsuit, originally filed last month by
Tamara Green, who said
he drugged and assaulted
her in the 1970s. The two
new plaintiffs are Therese
Serignese, who said he
drugged and raped her in
1976, and Linda Traitz,
who alleges he tried to
drug her and then sexually groped her in 1970.
Attorney
Joseph
Cammarata, who represents the three women,
said the civil action allows
them to have their allegations heard since criminal
statutes of limitation
have expired.
“The lawsuit provides
an opportunity for women
who claim to have been
harmed to have their day

Bill Cosby.

in court in a forum where
the truth can be tried,” he
said.
Cosby’s publicist David
Brokaw and lawyer
Martin Singer did not immediately respond to requests for comment
Monday. Singer has said
he expected to prevail in
the original lawsuit.
Green first spoke publicly about her allegations
in 2005. She said in the
lawsuit that after she did

media interviews Brokaw
and Cosby’s lawyer
Walter M. Phillips Jr.
made statements intended to expose her to
public contempt and
ridicule. Phillips said last
month he represented
Cosby in 2005 but no
longer does, and he declined to comment further. Brokaw did not return messages then seeking comment on Green’s
allegations.

Serignese and Traitz,
who are from Florida, allege in the amended complaint that when they
came forward separately
last November, Singer issued responses for Cosby
that said they and other
accusers were lying.
Since November, at
least 15 women have
come forward with claims
Cosby sexually assaulted
them decades ago. Most of
the women say he
drugged them before he
assaulted them. Cosby
has stayed largely quiet
on the matter.
Cosby, who starred as
Dr. Cliff Huxtable on “The
Cosby Show” from 1984 to
1992, has never been
charged in connection
with any of the allegations, and through his
representatives he has
denied them. A 2005 lawsuit by a Pennsylvania
woman was settled before
it went to trial.
Cosby’s career unravelled after his accusers
came forward, with a TV
project halted and nearly
a dozen stand-up comedy
tour performances cancelled or indefinitely postponed. Cosby’s Hollywood
Walk of Fame star was
vandalised.
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South Africa
beat West
Indies to
win last test
CAPE TOWN – Opener
Dean Elgar hit an
unbeaten 60 as South
Africa coasted to a
comfortable eightwicket win over West
Indies in the final test
at Newlands yesterday
to take the three-match
series 2-0 and retain
their ranking as the top
side in tests.
Elgar and captain
Hashim Amla (38 not out)
saw South Africa home as
they reached 124 for two
wickets before lunch on the
final day to secure victory.
“It is good to still be the
number one test team but
it’s not really about the
ranking. It needs to be
about being a winning
team for a long time,”Amla
said.
They were nine for one
overnight and showed no
hurry to knock off the
remaining 115 runs
needed for victory.
The first 44 balls of the
day failed to deliver any
runs before Elgar finally
stroked a boundary off
Jerome Taylor to break the
stranglehold.
Faf du Plessis was out for
14 just after the first hour,
handing Sulieman Benn a
second wicket of the
innings after the spinner
bowled opener Aviro
Petersen with the last ball
on Monday. The tall leftarm spinner toiled for 16
successive overs yesterday
to finish with figures of two
for 24.
Injudicious slog
Tuesday’s win added to
South Africa’s victory by an
innings and 220 runs in the
first test in Pretoria. The
second test in Port
Elizabeth was a rainaffected draw.
Rain also threatened to
play a role in the final test
as half of the fourth day
was lost to bad weather,
offering the West Indies a
chance to create a contest
after clawing back from a
92-run first innings deficit.
However,
their
resistance crumbled after
Marlon Samuels lost his

wicket at 182 for four in the
second innings on Monday,
out for 74 to an injudicious
slog that saw him caught
on the boundary.
It precipitated a collapse
as their next six wickets
went for a paltry 33 runs as
they were dismissed for
215, leaving South Africa a
modest target of 124 to
win.
“He could have gone on
and made a real
difference,” said West
Indies captain Denesh
Ramdin of Samuel’s rash
dismissal.
"We needed at least 70
more
runs
to
be
comfortable and make a
game of it on the last day.”
The two teams will play
three
Twenty20
internationals and five
one-day internationals
ahead of the World Cup.

SPORTS

Hashim Amla receives the trophy from Haroon Lorgat during Day 5 of the 3rd Test between South Africa and
West Indies at Sahara Park Newlands yesterday in Cape Town, South Africa.

SCOREBOARD

West Indies 1st innings 329 (J.
Blackwood 56, L. Johnson 54, D.
Ramdin 53; D. Steyn 4-78)
South Africa 1st innings 421 (A.
de Villiers 148, F. du Plessis 68,
H. Amla 63)
West Indies 2nd innings 215 (M.
Samuels 74, S. Chanderpaul 50;
S. Harmer 4-82)
South Africa 2nd innings
(Overnight: 9-1; Target: 124 runs)
D. Elgar not out ....................60
A. Petersen b Benn ................0
F. du Plessis c Blackwood b Benn
..............................................14
H. Amla not out.................... 38
Extras (b-8 lb-2 nb-2) ..........12
Total (for 2 wickets, 37.4 overs)
............................................124
Fall of wickets: 1-9 A. Petersen,
2-51 F. du Plessis
Did not bat: A. de Villiers, T.
Bavuma, S. van Zyl, V. Philander,
D. Steyn, M. Morkel, S. Harmer
Bowling
J. Taylor 7 - 3 - 20 - 0
M. Samuels 3.4 - 0 - 24 - 0
S. Benn 17 - 8 - 24 - 2
J. Holder 5 - 0 - 19 - 0
S. Gabriel 5 - 1 - 27 - 0(nb-2)
Referees
Umpire: Aleem Dar
Umpire: Paul Reiffel
TV umpire: Billy Bowden
Match referee: Ranjan
Madugalle
Result: South Africa won by 8
wickets
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Kraigg Brathwaite attempting to take a catch.
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Windies youngsters promise brighter future
CAPE TOWN – Beleaguered
West Indies cricket has a
promising future with exciting young players being
further exposed to the test
format recently, captain
Denesh Ramdin said following his team’s series loss in
South Africa.
“We need to be consistent and
learn how to take ownership of

the game,” the skipper told
reporters yesterday after an
eight- wicket defeat in the final
test at Newlands and a 2-0 loss
in the series.
“We need to learn to get ourselves into winning positions.We
have young players who did well
and can hopefully take a lot of experience from the series and
learn from the South Africans

how to go about it.”
Ramdin singled out batsmen
Kraigg Brathwaite, Leon
Johnson
and
Jermaine
Blackwood and fast bowler
Shannon Gabriel, all relative
novices in the test arena as proof
of future potential.
“They all had the opportunity
to carry through a bit better with
bat and ball but we were playing

against the number one side in
the world and we are just eight
in the rankings.They never gave
us much chance,” he said.
Ramdin took over as captain
last year in what proved a near
disastrous time for the test game
in the Caribbean when their tour
of India in October was called off
as the team refused to play on in
a conflict with their own board

over contracts.
The West Indies Cricket Board
is facing a potentially crippling
claim for $42.9 million from its
Indian counterpart.
The team is still without a
permanent coach as they face
further examination of their
potential to revive past glories
in home test series against
England and Australia.

South Africa
retains ICC Test
Championship mace
SOUTH AFRICA has retained
the iconic Reliance ICC Test
Championship mace and with it
has won a cash award of
USD$500 000 following its 2-0
series win over the West Indies
in Cape Town yesterday.
The series win means irrespective of how both the fourth
Test between Australia and
India, and the second Test between New Zealand and Sri
Lanka, pan out, South Africa
cannot be removed from the top
Test pedestal at the 1 April
annual cut-off date.
South Africa now has 124
ratings points, and, even if
Australia wins the Sydney Test,
it will finish on 119 ratings
points, which will earn it second
position and an award of
USD$390 000. A defeat in the
Sydney Test will result in
Australia losing points but still
remaining a place ahead of
third-ranked England and
fourth-ranked Pakistan, who
will collect USD$280 000 and
USD$170 000, respectively.
The annual cut-off date
for the Reliance ICC Test
Championship is 1 April but because the ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 will be played between
14 February and 29 March,
these three are the last Test series of the season, thus bringing
forward the annual cut-off date.
South Africa first surged to
the top of the Test table in
November 2009 and has held
the number-one position since
August 2012, following its 2-0
victory in England. This completes a hat-trick of winning the
mace at the annual cut-off dates.
South Africa captain Hashim
Amla collected the mace and a
cheque of USD$500 000 on behalf of his side from ICC Chief
Executive David Richardson in a
presentation ceremony that took
place after the conclusion of the
Cape Town Test.
Amla, upon receiving the prestigious mace, said: “The 2014/15
Test season was a great advert
for the longer format of the
game. We saw enthralling bat-

Reliance ICC Test Championship
table (as on 6 January 2015, after
the conclusion of SA-WI
Test series)
12345678910-

South Africa
Australia
England
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
India
New Zealand
West Indies
Bangladesh
Zimbabwe

124
117
104
103
101
96
94
76
32
18

(Developed by David Kendix)
tles between the Test-playing
nations, which only highlighted
and gave greater significance
to Test cricket’s place amongst
the three formats. From
Bridgetown, Bulawayo, Dhaka,
Galle, Lords, Sharjah and
Melbourne to name a few; Test
cricket has been alive across the
world.
“We had a sparse Test schedule this season due to the focus
on 50-over cricket, however, I am
pleased by the progress our
team has made with away wins
in Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe and
a series win at home to the West
Indies.
“The squad has gone through
a transition period after the
retirements of our legends
Jacques Kallis and Graeme
Smith. Thankfully, we have
managed to make an almost
seamless transition, which is a
testament to the team environment and culture.
“Our focus at the start of the
season was to win games for
South Africa; to work on finding
winning combinations and personally, to find my feet as a
new captain, so to finish on top
of the Reliance ICC Test Team
Rankings is almost the cherry
on top. The ICC Cricket World
Cup 2015 is the obvious challenge for the first few months
this year, but we have away
tours to Bangladesh and India,
then England at home, so I’m

Dean Elgar of the Proteas and Hashim Amla celebrate the win during day 5 of the 3rd Test
between South Africa and West Indies at Sahara Park Newlands yesterday in Cape Town, South
Africa.

looking forward to an exciting
year for our Test team.”
Cricket
South
Africa
President and ICC Director Mr
Chris Nenzani said: “This is a
proud moment, not just for the
Cricket South Africa family, but
for our entire nation to congratulate the Proteas on finishing
the 2014/15 season as the ICC’s
number-one ranked Test team.
“Coach Russell Domingo, captain Hashim Amla, vice-captain
AB de Villiers and the rest of the
senior management have done a
wonderful job in ensuring a
smooth transition from the
Graeme Smith and Jacques
Kallis era into a bright and

promising future.
“We have been blessed with
some phenomenal individual
talents but to me the hallmark
of the Proteas has been their
team culture. They are truly a
team in the broadest sense of
the word and their successes are
richly deserved.”
ICC Chief Executive David
Richardson congratulated South
Africa, saying: “The Reliance
ICC Test Championship mace is
a recognition of excellence and I
would like to congratulate South
Africa on retaining it for the
third successive year by finishing the season at the top of the
table.

“It has been an exciting 12
months for Test cricket. We have
witnessed hard-fought matches,
exceptional batting performances and the resurgence of genuine fast bowling. A combination of competitive wickets, attacking play, proactive captaincy
and pragmatic officiating has
provided supporters with compelling matches and series
around the world. I would like to
thank all the players, match officials, administrators and curators for their contributions that
help ensure Test cricket continues to thrive and remains the
number-one format of the
game.”
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Diamonds
International/Crown
of Light Raceday
a big success
A LARGE crowd was at the
Historic Garrison Savannah
on 26 December 2014
(Boxing Day) to witness
the feature Diamonds
International Crown of
Light Race Day, along with
nine other very exciting
races.
Thanks
to
Diamonds
International for their continued sponsorship, the feature
race on the 10-race card was the
Diamonds International/Crown
of Light Boxing Day Stakes &
Trophy, (GR.1. - BAR) for threeyear-olds and older rated 140
and below going 1570 metres,
carrying a total stake including
nominations of $37 000.
A field of seven horses was
declared to run in the race, with
all of them hoping to win and
collect the winner’s purse of
$20 350 and a lovely trophy.
Most of them were also hoping
to perform well in order to
secure a place in the Sandy
Lane Barbados Gold Cup, come
Saturday March 7, 2015.
Unfortunately, the H & Mowned Shared Adventure was a
late scratch, leaving six to face
starter Mark Batson, of which
five were rated over 100 and
only one below at 97.
Leaving the gate very quickly
was the Blue Diamond-owned
Creole Vitality, trained by Andy
Ward, with young apprentice
jockey Rasheed Hughes in the
saddle; along with the Aysha
Syndicate-owned, United
States-bred Just A Fashion, who
likes to run his races from the
lead.
With just 25 yards of the race
run, Jalon Samuel decided that
he would take back the Richard
Deane-trained Just A Fashion,
and let Vitality do the work up
front.
The young three-year-old
chestnut colt, who had already
won eight of his eleven starts,
settled nicely behind Vitality
until Samuel was ready for him
to challenge, and it was approaching the three furlong
marker that he made his move.
He cruised past Vitality, who at
that time was beginning to
weaken and showed signs of
shortening his stride.
Turning for the run to the wire
with a furlong to go, it was just
a matter of how many lengths
Samuel would allow Just A
Fashion to win his ninth race by,
as he looked to be in total
control of the race without any
challengers.
As the pair passed the line
throttling down, they were three
lengths clear of the second

placed Geovedi, owned by Bill &
Hayley Blevins, trained by
Jonathan Simpson and ridden
by Reshawn Latchman, who was
a further one-and-a-half lengths
ahead of the Gay Smith-owned,
Creole Knight Rider, trained by
Edward Walcott Jr, with Antonio
Bishop in the saddle. A further
two-and-a-quarter lengths back
in fourth was the Sir David
Seale-owned Daunting David,
trained by Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Deane
with European jockey Tom
Quelly in the saddle.
Diamonds International representative, Adeline Lister, said
she was pleased that Piaget,“the
Master of Ultra-thin”, the
world’s thinnest automatic
watch, was a co-sponsor with
them.
Lister pointed out that they
named the race ‘Crown of Light’
in celebration of their unique 90
faceted diamond. (Facets are flat
faces on geometric shapes. The
organisation of naturally occurring facets was key to early developments in crystallography ,
since they reflect the underly-

Just A Fashion winning the Diamonds International/ Crown of Light Stakes with Jalon Samuel.

ing symmetry of the crystal
structure. Gemstones commonly
have facets cut into them in
order to improve their appearance by allowing them to reflect
light.) This diamond is solely
owned and patented by
Diamonds International.
She added that Diamonds
International was honoured to
be part of the exciting Barbados
Turf Club Boxing Day event.
The Barbados Turf Club’s
(BTC)
Secretary/Chief

Executive Officer, Rosette
Peirce, told the Barbados
Advocate that Diamonds
International has been a faithful
partner with the Barbados Turf
Club, and that their generosity
and support over the past 14
years is not only appreciated by
the Barbados Turf Club, but by
all those who have an interest in
horse racing, and the community as a whole.
As sponsors, they have
shown their commitment, loy-

alty, and dedication, in what
has been very challenging economic times, and she looks forward to continuing to work with
them in the coming years, she
added.
The BTC Secretary/CEO said
that she is pleased to say that
once again the Diamonds
International Race Day, which
is one of the major race days on
the racing calendar, was well patronised, and a success.
(CH)

Presentation of the Diamonds International/ Crown of Light Trophy. FROM LEFT: Jockey Jalon Samuel; trainer Richard Deane;
Diamonds Rep Adrline Lister; Christopher Gibbs and Dr. Jasmine Gopwani.
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India has two left-handed allrounders for World Cup
D E F E N D I N G
champion India has
picked two left-handed
spin allrounders in
Ravindra Jadeja and
Akshar Patel in its
15-man World Cup
squad to be led by
Mahendra
Singh
Dhoni.
A shoulder injury to
Jadeja drew speculation
that Yuvraj Singh might
be picked ahead of the less
experienced Patel, despite
Yuvraj not being in the
preliminary squad of 30.
Indian cricket board
secretary Sanjay Patel
said yesterday the
selectors did consider
players from outside the
preliminary squad but
decided to go ahead with
only those from the
shortlist.
“Jadeja is undergoing
rehabilitation, he is doing
wonderfully well, and

“Yuvraj’s chances brightened after he notched centuries in three
consecutive first-class games. However, he failed to make the cut
along with other big names left out of the preliminary squad,
including opener Virender Sehwag, left-hander Gautam Gambhir,
offspinner Harbhajan Singh and pace bowler Zaheer Khan.”
we’re hopeful he will be fit
within ten days,” Patel
said. “All players were
discussed (by selectors),
not only Yuvraj but also
others from outside the
30.”
Yuvraj’s
chances
brightened after he
notched centuries in three
consecutive first-class
games. However, he failed
to make the cut along with
other big names left out of
the preliminary squad,
including opener Virender
Sehwag, left-hander
Gautam
Gambhir,

offspinner Harbhajan
Singh and pace bowler
Zaheer Khan.
There are only four
players from the 2011
World Cup squad – Dhoni,
Virat Kohli, Suresh Raina
and Ravichandran Ashwin
– who will go to the
tournament in Australia
and New Zealand starting
on February 14.
Offspinner Ashwin is
the main spin bowler and
Suresh Raina another
part-time option in the
slow bowling department,
beside five seam bowlers:

Ishant
Sharma,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Mohammad
Shami,
Umesh Yadav and Stuart
Binny.
The selectors also
decided not to pick test
opener Murali Vijay
despite his assured
batting in the ongoing test
series in Australia, and
retained Rohit Sharma
and Shikhar Dhawan at
the top of the order with
Ajinkya Rahane another
option.
The selectors consulted
Dhoni and coach Duncan

Fletcher
on
a
teleconference call from
Sydney, where India is
playing the fourth test
against Australia.
It was also announced
that the same squad will
play in a preceding triseries in Australia, also
featuring England, from
January 16 – February 1.
Seam bowlers Dhawal
Kulkarni and Mohit
Sharma were added.
India World Cup
squad:
Shikhar
Dhawan,
Rohit

Sharma,
Ajinkya
Rahane, Virat Kohli,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
(captain),
Suresh
Raina, Ambati Rayudu,
Ravindra
Jadeja,
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Akshar
Patel,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Stuart Binny, Ishant
Sharma, Mohammad
Shami, Umesh Yadav.
India
tri-series
squad:
Shikhar
Dhawan,
Rohit
Sharma,
Ajinkya
Rahane, Virat Kohli,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
(captain),
Suresh
Raina, Ambati Rayudu,
Ravindra
Jadeja,
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Akshar
Patel,
Bhuvaneshwar Kumar,
Stuart Binny, Ishant
Sharma, Mohammad
Shami, Umesh Yadav,
Dhawal
Kulkarni,
Mohit Sharma.
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FOR RENT
3 Bedroom Wall House in
Clevedale, Black Rock,
St. Michael
Wrought Iron Bars & Fence.
Good Condition
Tel: 438-2554
249-1863

TUITION
May/June Exam help with
Barnes CXC Account
preparation class.
Saturday or Sunday
Bridgetown location
Call:837-0863

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE
LOTS
Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00
Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00
Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00
Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00
Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00
Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00
Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00
Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00
PROPERTIES
Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00
Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00
Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bathroom Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00
Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Wednesday January 7, 2015 • 27

‘Knicks
sending
Smith,
Shumpert
to Cavs’
NEW YORK – The New
York Knicks are
trading J.R. Smith and
Iman Shumpert to the
disappointing
Cavaliers, who have
struggled in superstar
LeBron James’ first
season back in
Cleveland.
The Knicks agreed to
trade Smith and
Shumpert, a person with
knowledge of the deal told
the press on Monday
night. New York will get a
second-round pick in 2019
from the Cavaliers, the
person said on condition of
anonymity because the
trade was not yet official.
New York, off to one of
the worst starts in
franchise history, plans to
waive whatever players it
acquires in the deal that
also includes the
Oklahoma City Thunder,
according to reports.
The Cavs, who dropped
to 19-16 on Monday with a
95-92 loss in Philadelphia,
pulled guard Dion Waiters
from the starting lineup
before the game amid
speculation he’s on the
move to Oklahoma City.
Cleveland also sat forward
Lou Amundson and rookie
center Alex Kirk, littleused backups expected to
wind up the Knicks.
Oklahoma City forward
Lance Thomas was
inactive for the Thunder’s
game Monday night at
Golden State amid
speculation he was headed
to the Knicks.

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00
Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00
Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00
FOR RENT
Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apartment
$1,600.00 monthly
Contact: Telephone
(246) 432-7191
Website: www.creis.com

CAPSTONE
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED
Construct Wood & Wall Houses
House & Roof Repairs
Renovations & Extensions
Tree Trimming & Cutting
Tel:(246)267-1600
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BARBADOS STOCK REPORT

Regular Market
Security

Volume High

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION
MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED

January 6, 2015

1,000
923
174

Low

Price

Advance/
DECLINE

$6.34 $6.34 $6.34
$1.80 $1.80 $1.80
$20.01 $20.00 $20.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Three securities traded firm as 2,097 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $11,483.14. Goddard Enterprises
Limited was the volume leader trading 1,000 shares at $6.34. They were followed by Sagicor Financial Corporation and Massy
Holdings Limited which traded 923 and 174 shares respectively.

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING

BARBADOS ST OCK EXCHANGE

Local
Cross-list
Composite

TODAY'S TRADING

January 6th, 2015
LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH

LOW

DATE

LAST

CURRENT PRICE

BID

ASK

BID

ASK

CLOSE CLOSE

CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE

ABV Investments Inc.

20-Oct-14

-

-

-

$0.32

$0.32

-

$0.02

BICO Limited

04-Dec-14

-

-

-

$1.65

$1.65

-

Banks Holdings Ltd.

03-Dec-14

-

-

-

$2.90

$2.90

-

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd.

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$1.50

$1.50

SIZE

$1.65

-

300

-

ENDED

NAME OF FUND

-

$2.89

-

62,915

-

-

$1.60

-

803
26

02-Jan-15
02-Jan-15
02-Jan-15
18-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
30-Nov-14
30-Nov-14
30-Nov-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14

REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND
w
REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -*
w
REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND
w
CLICO BALANCED FUND INC.
w
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND
w
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC. w
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST. w
ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m
ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m
ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND m
SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND
w
SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND
w
SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND w

-

-

-

$0.50

$0.50

-

$0.25

$0.83

20,000

05-Jan-15

-

-

-

$3.00

$3.00

-

$2.50

$2.55

500

1,392

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd.

12-Dec-14

-

-

-

$3.00

$3.00

-

$3.01

$3.68

194

4,000

FirstCaribbean International Bank -*

12-Nov-14

-

-

-

$1.80

$1.80

-

$1.85

$1.90

50

8,000

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Dev Fund

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.22

$0.22

-

$0.22

-

4,381

-

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Value Fund

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.50

$0.50

-

$0.50

$0.55

5,714

16,333

Goddard Enterprises Ltd.

06-Jan-15

1,000

$6.34

$6.34

$6.34

$6.34

$0.00

$6.34

-

573

-

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd.

17-Dec-14

-

-

-

$2.41

$2.41

-

$2.45

$2.59

251

4,440

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited

05-Nov-14

-

-

-

$0.15

$0.15

-

$0.10

$0.30

5,000

4,550

-

1,728

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref

08-Dec-14

-

-

-

$3.30

$3.30

-

$3.11

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated

23-Dec-14

-

-

-

$25.70

$25.70

-

$21.75 $25.70 212

Massy Holdings Ltd. -*

06-Jan-15

174

$20.01 $20.01 $20.00

$20.00

$0.00

$20.01 -

26

-

One Caribbean Media Limited

03-Sep-14

-

-

-

$6.20

$6.20

-

$6.90

$8.25

4,000

1,000

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref 6.5% 05-May-14

-

-

-

$2.26

$2.26

-

$2.26

-

1,589

-

Sagicor Financial Corporation

06-Jan-15

923

$1.80

$1.80

$1.80

$1.80

$0.00

$1.75

$1.80

3,500

122,613

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd.

18-Nov-14

-

-

-

$8.00

$8.00

-

-

$8.00

-

4,870

Trinidad Cement Ltd.

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$0.80

$0.80

-

-

$2.00

-

1,100

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd.

26-Aug-14

-

-

-

$10.46

$10.46

-

$13.00 -

1,000

-

1,112

2,097

CHANGES
-

NAV
1.5089
1.4908
1.2666
1.299
4.7823
1.8413
1.0026
4.6900
0.8321
1.4173
2.28
1.28
1.04

CHANGES
-

OFFER BID

NAV
CHANGE
0.0056
0.0093
0.0015
0.0000
4.7823 4.7823 0.0101
-0.0010
-0.0005
4.6900 4.5962 0.0233
0.8321 0.8155 0.0048
1.4173 1.3889 0.0074
0.01
0.01
0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div
NOTES:
QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.
m = monthly valuation,
q = quarterly valuation, w = weekly

Fixed Income
Last Trade
Date
B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 29-Aug-14
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Aug-14
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 20-Oct-14
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016
20-Nov-14
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017
16-Sep-14

Bid
Price

Ask
Bid
Price
Size
$101.00
$105.50
$103.00
$100.00
$107.00
$103.00
$105.00

Ask
Size
7,000
30,000
122,000
105,000
43,000
41,000
15,000

NEWS

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.

JUNIOR MARKET
$10.50

$10.50

$10.50

100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

21-May-12

18-Dec-13

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.

Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade)
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of
our website - www.bse.com.bb

SECURITY

January 5, 2015
5,367.18
2,849.60
8,216.78

MUTUAL FUND
January 6, 2015

11-Dec-14

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund

Local
Cross-list
Composite

LAST TRADING

100,000 10,000

Barbados Farms Ltd.

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund

January 6, 2015
5,367.18
2,849.60
8,216.78

$0.30

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd.

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD

LAST TRADING
January 5, 2015
2,137.26
1,706.54
611.23

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions)

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
COMPANY

January 6, 2015
2,137.26
1,706.54
611.23

VOLUME LIMIT

SECURITY

VOLUME LIMIT

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.
DIVIDEND DECLARATION

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED

3,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref

100

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED

4,000

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref

7,500

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION

10,000

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED
B'DOS FARMS LIMITED
BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED

300
1,500
100

THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED

300

WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED

300

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000

JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED

10,000

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED

1,500

NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED

6,500

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY DEV FUND

10,000

ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED

4,000

3,500

TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED

10,000

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY VALUE FUND

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND

100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND

100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED

1,000

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND
ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND

100
100

Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.
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Sagicor General Insurance
Family Golf Championships
THE fourth annual
Sagicor
General
Insurance Family Golf
Championships were
contested at the
Barbados Golf Club, on
Sunday, and emerged
as a good kick-off to
the 2015 season as several familiar names
were engaged in
friendly rivalry.
Several of the island’s
top players teamed-up
with parents or other relatives, in four categories
of competition, and some
exciting golf was witnessed on a challenging
course in sunny conditions.
The father and son team
of Richard and Simon
Proverbs enjoyed an outstanding day on the fairways and greens as they
registered the best net

score of 61 (the score after
handicaps were applied) to
emerge overall net champions while the husband
and wife pairing of Mark
and Leiza Blakeley continued their good run of form,
to win the overall gross
title with 67 on the countback.
The Blakeley’s, who won
back to back tournaments
in December, were also
winners of the husband
and wife division for the
second year, staving off
other well-known golfers
such as Denis and Helen
Foster (second net finishers); Franklyn and Julia
Stephenson; net winners
Jim and Yvonne Brewer
(65) and Arthur Bethell
and June Bethell, among
others
Barbados captain James
Johnson and his father

Ralph were gross winners
in the parent and child
category, posting 67 in a
division which also featured such pairings as
BGA Secretary Trenton
Weekes and his son Philip;
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions Charles
Leacock and his son Brian;
top junior Mavi Vergos
and her father Zissimos
and former motorsport
champion Gary Clarke
and his son Brett, among
others.
In the Siblings Division,
brothers Ricky and Glyne
Skeete won the division
for the third year running
as they posted a gross 71,
while teenagers Josh
Jones and Matthew
Clarke won the net prize
with 68.
Barbados
Open
Champion Julian Jordan
was also among the prizes
as he teamed with wife

Nicole Jordan to win the
Open Category as they
posted a gross 71. Mike
Foster and Jesse Pinheiro
took the net prize in that
division with 65.
Seventy-two players
(comprising 36 two-member teams) contested the
2015 Sagicor General
Family Championships
which got underway with
an 8:00am shotgun start.
That represented a fulldraw and after a load of
fun and friendly rivalry on
the fairways and greens,
players gathered at the
BGC club-house for lunch
and a prize-giving ceremony where Sagicor
General’s Vice-president
for Marketing, Mark
Blakeley thanked players
and organisers, led by veteran Denis Foster, for contributing to another successful tournament.
Said Blakeley, “It was a

The husband and wife team of Mark and Leiza
Blakeley were the overall gross champions.

great event with a very
good turn-out in really fine
weather for golf. At
Sagicor General we value
family, and for the fourth

year we are happy to support the family championships which provide a
great start to the new
year”. (PR/MK)

The father and son team of Simon (second from left) and Richard Proverbs were overall net champions of
the 2015 Sagicor General Family Golf Championships. They were presented with their prizes by Roger
Spencer (left) - (Assistant VP of Sagicor General) and Regina Searles (right).
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Have the Barbados selectors gotten it right?
By Corey Greaves

ON the fifth day of the New
Year the Barbados Cricket
Association presented to
the public a team for the
West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) Nagico50 Super Cup
which has started some
murmurs among the cricketing public.
Selection of any team can not
be an easy task, however one
has to wonder what are the primary objectives for the selection
of teams by the Barbados
Cricket Association?
This is one of the questions
that came up following the announcement of the Barbados
Pride cricket team slated to compete this month in the regional
competition.
With the selection of any team
one of the primary goals is to
win, not just a few games but
the entire competition. However
with this also regarded as a stepping stone for the other level in
which players strive for, another
primary objective must be to expose the island’s cricketers to
the selectors of the West Indies
Cricket Board for elevation.
If these two objectives are high
on the priority list of the
Barbados Cricket Association
(BCA) and by extension their selectors, then an explanation
must be warranted as to how
some of the talented young cricketers who were on trial and performed well in the domestic season were overlooked for a limited
overs competition.
With many international
teams turning to the young players for the shorter formats of the
game, the upcoming Nagico50
Super Cup is the perfect place
for the youth of the region to
make their bid for showcase

Kraigg Brathwaite

their talent.
The Barbados selectors have
retained four of its most experienced players, Kirk Edwards,
Fidel Edwards, Tino Best and
Ryan Hinds and some have
asked if that is too many for this
format.
One player, Kirk Edwards has
been identified for the longer format of the game by the WICB
and it is unlikely that they will
change their minds in that regard. He has shown his willingness to increase his batting
tempo in two of the trial
matches, however can one say
that in this format of the game
the West Indies selectors will be
looking for age rather than
youth?
Kraigg Brathwaite is also
known for the same thing that
Kirk Edwards does and he also
has shown that he is willing to
increase his tempo as revealed
at the recently concluded Test
Matches West Indies versus
South Africa.
Brathwaite is the younger of
the two and it can be seen why
he would have been given the
opportunity to steady the batting order at the top.
During the draft, Barbados selected Ryan Hinds with the view
that some of their experienced
players would have been out for
the four day series. However
with low scores in the trial
matches for the limited overs,
he may have made the squad for
his all-round capabilities along
with leadership qualities.
However Barbados also does
not have a shortage of allrounders who have scored more
with the bat this season than
Hinds. One such person is
Roston Chase, Kyle Hope and
Kyle Mayers also very capable
players.

Miguel Cummins (left) alongside Sagicor High Performance Centre coach, Vasbert Drakes.

The two fast bowlers, Best and
Fidel Edwards were not outstanding at trials and it came
as a shock that both of them
made the final cut. Both have
been to the top level before but
if the idea was to add some experience in the bowling department , then select one of the
above to lead the bowling and
guide a cadre of younger
bowlers.
Miguel Cummins who has
caught the eye of the West Indies
selectors should have been given
the opportunity to share the
pace attack with one of the previously mentioned fast bowlers
but instead has been left on the
sidelines.
Maybe the BCA can explain
its position as to their focus
when it comes to the regional
cricket and selection of players
for the various teams.

Tino Best

Kirk Edwards

Have the Barbados
selectors gotten
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HELP OFFERED
WORLD renowned musical
composer and theatrical
producer Lord Andrew
Lloyd Webber has offered his
support to any initiative
which seeks to celebrate persons that have taken on
restoration projects without
public funding.
His comments came while delivering brief remarks at the
Prime Minister’s official residence Ilaro Court to mark the official launch of the National
Restoration Programme and the
Preservation (Barbados) Trust
on Monday evening,
Recognised as one of the more
successful composers of our
time, Lord Webber, who is the
patron of the Preservation of the
Barbados Foundation Trust, recalled that from the time he was
a young boy his great love was
architecture and historic buildings and his ambition was to become what was then called a
Chief Inspector of Ancient
Monuments.
Lord Webber, who has been
visiting Barbados for the past
decade, said he has been struck
by the buildings, particularly in
the City of Bridgetown. He suggested however one of the first
things that should be done is to
“curb the cars” and pedestrianise the area.
He said he feels quite strongly
about the need to celebrate some
of the people who are working to
protect local heritage, whom he
called unsung heroes, and whom
he said should be acknowledged.
HELP on Page 10

Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber to
give assistance in recognising
persons guarding built heritage

Senator Emeritus Sir Henry Fraser (left), Chair of the Task Force on the Preservation of Barbados’ Built Heritage and Trustee
of the Foundation Trust with (centre) Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber, Patron of the Preservation Barbados Foundation Trust and
Minister of Culture, Sports and Youth Stephen Lashley in light conversation at the launch of the National Restoration
Programme held at Ilaro Court on Monday evening.
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