Established October 1895

Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme
to expand its reach
Page 5

$1 VAT Inclusive

Tuesday January 6, 2015

SCHOOL IN SESSION
ANY action held by the Barbados
Union of Teachers (BUT) set for
today will not bring the restart of
schools island-wide to a halt.
However if prolonged, then there may
be some negative effects on curriculum
delivery and the island’s students taking

examinations by extension.
Yesterday, at the Ministry of
Education, Science, Technology and
Innovation, the Minister of Education,
Ronald Jones confirmed to The
Barbados Advocate, “Of course school
is on.”

The action may impact planned
activities for the day, if unionised
teachers attend, however the school
can still see students adequately
supervised by those teachers who are
not Union members or who refuse to
attend.

Additionally, though teachers may be
unable to do a full programme, the
student body will still engage in other
educational activities today.
Therefore, it was reiterated, that
it will not impact the start of school.
(KG)

Some of the retrenched workers during the meeting.

BWU still pursuing Tribunal option

General Secretary of the BWU, Toni
Moore during the meeting at
Solidarity House with approximately
30 former workers of the National
Conservation Commission.

THE majority of former workers of the
National Conservation Commission
(NCC), who are represented by the
Barbados Workers Union (BWU), want
their jobs back and want the matter to be
heard by the Employment Rights
Tribunal.
Word of this came from General
Secretary of the BWU, Toni Moore
yesterday while speaking to the media
after an almost three-hour meeting at
Solidarity House with approximately 30
former workers of the NCC.
Describing the mood among the
workers as one of despair and frustration,
Moore said the Union is holding to its
argument that the “process has not been
properly adhered to”. Furthermore,

though they do not know when the
Tribunal will be up and running, she said
the workers are “very confident” that the
action that they want the Union to
pursue on their behalf is what will give
them “the optimal justice in a situation
that has been unfair, untenable and
ugly”. She added, however, that there
were three workers who said they want
their money now, and the Union will see
how best to pursue that request on their
behalf.
“Money has to be something that a
worker who has been retrenched some
eight months ago and who since that time
has not received anything beyond a
month’s pay and vacation entitlement,
money would be an obvious demand. But

we are heartened that workers, and
these former workers of the
National Conservation Commission,
notwithstanding the hardships, have
determined for themselves and not with
any coaching by us, that they would
pursue the matter following a course of
principle, one that seeks to demand for
themselves justice because they are
satisfied that had process been properly
observed, today those among us in this
audience would still have been working,”
she explained.
To that end, the BWU head said that
once the Employment Rights Tribunal is
properly reconstituted, the Union will be
pursuing the matter via that means,
BWU on Page 3
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Scotiabank
committed to
small businesses
BANKING
giant
Scotiabank has wasted
no time in pledging
its allegiance to the
growth and development of small businesses in 2015, stating
clearly that ever present was its faith in the
ability of this sector
to drive economic
growth.
The bank’s Small
Business Development
Manager,
Maureen
Edwards, told entrepreneurs and small business
owners during an event
on Saturday evening that
the sector was critical to
the country’s growth and
as such, the bank had
been investing in a dedicated team of Small
Business Managers to
work directly with its entrepreneurial and small
business customers.
The bank has in recent
years been at the forefront of several educational thrusts aimed at
the business community.
In 2014, it continued to
host several workshops,
which shared advice on
issues of cash-flow management, book-keeping,

and business growth and
development.
“We are pleased to play
a part in equipping these
entrepreneurs with the
skills to grow their businesses,” said Edwards,
during the preview
screening of ‘Bank on
Me Season 2’, a reality TV
show where entrepreneurs pitch their business
ideas before investors.
Both seasons were
filmed at the bank’s Sky
Mall branch in Haggatt
Hall, Edwards said,
adding that quite a
few of the contestants
already worked with
the Scotiabank Small
Business Team.
“In fact, during the
season, you will see
one of the Challenge
shows where William
Harewood, one of our
Small Business Team
[leaders], used our
Business Plan Writer tool
to help the contestants
craft and sharpen their
business plans,” Edwards
continued, before stressing that the bank offered
an increasing range of
products and services
aimed at small business

owners.
“Right
now,
our
Executive Card is very
popular and performing
well with the customers
who enjoy the fact that
they can gain points
through their purchases
[and direct those points
towards] when they
travel,” she remarked,
noting that the bank
intended to continue its
education outreach as
well as its own Mix N’
Mingles at the level of
each of the branches, in
order to interact with its
small business clients.
The senior banking
official also spoke of the
‘Bank on Me’ show as not
only beneficial to the contestants, but also to the
potential entrepreneurs
who will be watching the
series, and therefore, increasing their knowledge
about what it takes to
manage and grow a business.
“...Partnerships, such
as the one we have with
‘Bank on Me’, allows
Scotiabank to help reach
and educate the wider
public on entrepreneurship,” she said. (RS)

Part of the wall which surrounds the St. Mary’s Church.

Workers clean up St. Mary’s Row
WORK continued on the
removal of part of a tree
within the St. Mary’s
Church yesterday. A huge
section of the tree collapsed in St. Mary’s Row
on Sunday evening.
When The Barbados
Advocate visited the area
yesterday, part of the tree
branch was being cut into
smaller pieces, which resulted in part of the road
being closed off and the
traffic flow being shifted
temporarily.

Workmen trying to clear the debris from the collapsed tree, which caused the road to be partially closed.

Part of the collapsed tree at St. Mary’s Row.
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Too long!

Positive outcomes expected

UNNECESSARY time has
been taken for the matter
of the retrenched workers
of the National Conservation Commission (NCC) to
be settled.
General Secretary of the
Barbados Workers’ Union
(BWU), Toni Moore, says that
given recent developments as
it relates to the Employment
Rights Tribunal and the
Ministry of Labour, she hopes
the parties involved would see
the need to not only have the
matter resolved in the soonest possible time for the sake
of the former workers of the
NCC, but also for the legitimacy of the Tribunal.
Speaking to the media following a meeting with former
NCC workers at Solidarity
House yesterday evening,
Moore said while that matter
has taken some time to be addressed, they do not expect
any challenges when the
Tribunal, which is to be reconstituted following the resignation of most of its members,
becomes fully operational
again. She explained that
while they have not received
any direct assurances that
any newly constituted

unless some other reasonable
alternative that will give the
workers the kind of justice they
are pursuing is suggested.
However, she made it clear that
up to this time, there is no other
such option available. Moore
further told the media that the
BWU’s representative on the
Tribunal, which saw several
members quit last month, remains unchanged.

Tribunal will follow the rules
and direction of the former
one, the general makeup of a
tribunal would suggest that
there should be no difficulties
encountered.
“…Tribunals are nothing
new; we have tribunals at
the level of the National
Insurance right now and a
tribunal is an institution, (it)
should not be seen as a collection of nine faces ... even if
faces change. Our Executive
Council here in the Barbados
Workers’ Union changes every
August, but the determinations and the commitment
made by that body must continue and a tribunal operates
in very much the same way.
So all the drama that has been
suggested, a lot of it is rather
unfortunate,” she explained.
Meanwhile, speaking to the
fact that workers who had not
previously indicated that they
wanted the BWU to pursue
the matter on their behalf did
so yesterday, she is telling any
other workers who wish the
BWU to add their names to
their list to be submitted to
the Tribunal, that it is not too
late and they should make
contact with the Union. (JRT)

BWU from Page 1

Moore added that the last
eight months have been hard for
the former workers who have
commitments, but they believe
that there is light at the end of
the tunnel.
“In the workers’ view, a positive outcome based on their
desire would be reinstatement
because there is the view held
by the workers – at least those
who attended this meeting this
evening – that if process had
been adhered they would still

be employed because they were
among the best employees of
the National Conservation
Commission,” she said.
Moore added that another
positive outcome is that if reinstatement is not possible, then it
is expected in addition to severance, workers could also receive
damages for pain and suffering,
covering any loss that was experienced as a result of the unwarranted action taken by the NCC.
(JRT)

Push for small ruminants
THE production of small ruminants is poised to take off in the
region and the Inter-American
Institute for Co-operation on
Agriculture’s Representative
to Barbados and Management
Co-ordinator for the Caribbean
Region, Ena Harvey, believes
that in Barbados, sheep in particular will be quite successful.
Speaking
with
The
Barbados Advocate recently,
Harvey noted that there are a
number of regional initiatives
being pursued in the area of
small ruminants, with even the
recently launched Agriculture
Policy Programme focusing on
this area in its mandate. With

‘There is tremendous potential for us to
build up our sheep herds and to really take
advantage of this signature product that
we have in Barbados, but it has to be a
regional effort because we have sheep
diaspora all over the world...’
that in mind, she said that the
recent visit to Barbados by
Mexican consultants to look at
the Barbados Black Belly Sheep
was encouraging, and suggested
that these experts were not only
“blown away by the potential”
of the sheep, but thought
Barbados was “sitting on a gold
mine”.

UP TO SNUFF!: Work continued at pace yesterday to get Grazettes Primary ready for the start of the school term today. The
school is set to re-open after environmental problems forced the school’s closure during last term.
According to Deputy Chief Education Officer, Karen Best, the Ministry of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation had received the necessary clearance from the Health and Safety Section of the Ministry of Labour. “The Ministry of Labour has informed
us that there is no evidence of odour and the school may be re-occupied,” Mrs. Best stated.
Students of Grazettes Primary were relocated last October to the Ebenezer and Breath of Life Seventh-day Adventist Churches.

Her comments came as she
revealed that millions of kilograms of mutton – goat and
sheep meat – are imported into
five countries in the Caribbean
on an annual basis, among
them Barbados and Jamaica,
and she is adamant that if
concerted efforts are made, the
region can satisfy this obvious
demand itself and stop the importation from countries like
New Zealand.
However, using the Barbados
Black Belly Sheep as an example, she explained that to increase that population will not
be an easy task, as not all the
sheep in Barbados are that
breed and so they have to verify
which are. Moreover, she said
that Barbados Black Belly
Sheep semen cannot be sold on
the market unless efforts are
made to certify that it is actually the breed, and a breeders
association and registry are
established.
“Those are the things we have
to put in place and then we have
to have a critical mass of sheep;
we don’t have a critical mass of
sheep. We have sheep all over
the world and we have to work
with those countries to build
up these stocks of sheep,” she
further indicated during the
interview.
She added, “There is tremendous potential for us to build up
our sheep herds and to really
take advantage of this signature product that we have in
Barbados, but it has to be a regional effort because we have
sheep diaspora all over the
world – in the Caribbean and
Latin America; Peru even has
thousands of Barbados Black
Belly Sheep.”
With that in mind, she said
that inter-ministerial co-operation will be required to get
access to the original stock
wherever it exists and to register the sheep. (JRT)
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‘Simple message’ well received
THE simple message of the
Gospel that was delivered
through the form of dance,
drama and singing by the
combined catholic churches
from across this island was
well received during a
Christmas presentation that
they hosted, called ‘Twelfth
Night,’ on Sunday night at
the St. Patrick’s Roman
Catholic Cathedral.
It began with Father Clement
Paul stating that the cast and
crew were here up to 11:00 p.m.
the previous night practising,
and he is positive that the
persons who came out to see the
presentation would appreciate
their efforts, and then he prayed
that the people would “get the
message”.
The presentation began with
the opera voice of young Shantal
Martin, singing ‘O Come, O
Come Emmanuel,’ accompanied
by three little girls all dressed
in white and holding candles.
This was followed by a drama
in which the character Katherine, played by Anique
Herbert, talked about how God
carried her through the tough
times. Her friend Carmeta,
played by Rachel Alfay, talked
about how she needed help in
taking care of God’s business in
such areas as cleaning the
church and leading the choir, and
there are members of the church
who sit and do nothing, to which
Katherine assured her to pray
about it.
In another scene, Katherine
talked about how everybody was
begging for money from the
Government, to the utility
companies to the church, but she
was not going to let that worry
her.
There was also a scene where
Katherine’s sister, Elizabeth,
called her to inform her that
their mother was not well and
she was taking her to the doctor.
But Katherine said that she was
too busy shopping and she also
had a concert to go to afterwards,
so she told her sister to give their
mother a kiss for her because
she is the most important person

By Patricia Thangaraj

Katherine, played by Anique Herbert (left), and Carmeta, played by Rachel Alfay, in a drama scene
on Sunday night at the St. Patrick's Roman Cathedral.

in her life, the irony of which
caused the audience to break out
into laughter.
The drama was a part of a
section called ‘Christmas in the
City,’ which also included the St.
Patrick’s
Youth
Choir,
represented by six singers – four
girls and two boys – with another

girl playing the guitar as they
sang ‘The First Noel.’
Also a part of this section was
a dance group from ‘Our Lady of
the Universe,’ which consisted of
four ladies dressed in white
shirts and colourful skirts and
head-dresses, along with four
sweet little girls dressed in white

dresses and head-dresses and
colourful belts, dancing to
various songs such as ‘We Bring
the Sacrifice of Praise.’ They
performed to thunderous
applause, as the crowd especially
appreciated how the little girls
were able to keep up with their
older counterparts. (PJT)

Young people can reach their own better
ONE of the best ways to spread
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
the younger generation is by
having the young people administer this message themselves.
This is according to Director
of the Catholic Diocese Christmas presentation ‘Twelfth
Night,’ Joyann Joseph, who
spoke to The Barbados Advocate on Sunday night at the St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral.
She said that having the
youth do this would not only
ensure that the young people
are more willing to hear the

Youth
give back

Gospel, but it is also one of the
best ways to show society that
there are positive young people
here in Barbados and the rest of
the world.
“I think that it is extremely
important, because, as you
know, there have been many
negative comments regarding
our young people out there over
the years, and especially within
the last year, we have had nothing but negativity, and therefore, we believe that they are
coming now and showing to the
Barbadian society that we are
not all lost.”
Meanwhile, there are other

young people out there who are
saying that they can be positive
as well, but they need the guidance of the older generation to
do so.
They are saying to the older
generation, “‘You know, we understand what you are trying
to do for us; we understand
what is going on; we just need
you to work with us to support
us and to be there for us. When
we fall, help us up.’
“That to me is the message
through the use of their talent.
We hope that it would solidify
the message that there is value
in our young people, and we

would continue to support them
in whatever we do,” she contended.
Joseph said that Father
Clement Paul recognised this
and this is why it was idea to
use the youth to showcase their
talents, because they felt that
they were not using the young
people enough and that there
were too many negative comments where young people were
concerned, and his intention
was to show the other side – to
show that there are young people out there who are positive
and who are serious about their
faith. (PJT)

IN an effort to show their appreciation to those persons who
have contributed financially or
in kind so that they can go on various trips overseas, the Catholic
young people decided to give
back by hosting a Christmas
presentation that showcased
what the season meant to them.
This is coming from Director of
the Christmas presentation
‘Twelfth Night,’ Joyann Joseph,
who spoke to The Barbados
Advocate on Sunday night at
the St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral.
She said that the young people
of the diocese of the catholic
churches across Barbados felt
that this would be a good way to
give back to their fellow church
goers and the community.
“It is a programme put on by
the young people of the diocese of
the Roman Catholic Churches,
Bridgetown. Basically, our young
people felt that it would be a
good way of giving back to the
community for their efforts and
the generosity to them.
“You know, over the years, our
young people have been travelling to World Youth Day to various countries, and also to the
AEC Youth Assembly in the
Caribbean Region. Much of their
funds and so on have been given
through the generosity of parishioners and interested persons,
and we felt that it was a way of
giving back to the community
that has helped us to, you know,
say thank you and how much we
appreciated them using our gifts
and talents to bring the message.
“And at this time, this
Christmas season, we decided to
put on another – because this is
our second one – production, to
say thank you, and as a way of
ministering and bringing the
message of the Gospel to the
community at large and the
wider Barbadian society.”
Some of the various parishes
that they came from included
Our Lady Queen of the Universe; Our Lady of the Rosary;
St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic
Church; The Sacred Heart of
Jesus Roman Catholic Church
and St. Patrick’s.
However, while the one day,
two hour presentation focussed
on the young people, it featured
a cast and crew of approximately
40 persons, ranging from four to
over 50 years old. “It is not just
for children. It is bringing the
youth, the young adults and the
older adults together as one to
use their gifts collectively to
spread the Gospel.”
They had a presentation
around Easter last year consisting of around 70 persons, and
they plan to repeat this again
this year.

The Barbados Advocate

Tuesday January 6, 2015 • 5

Olweus Bullying Prevention Programme to expand its reach
By Regina Selman Moore

SUPREME Counselling for Personal Development
will
be

expanding its reach in
the year 2015 with the
Olweus Bullying Prevention Programme,
which
will
be

– in Barbados and beyond
implemented in one
more secondary school
in Barbados.

2014 a successful year
for Supreme’s Project
Rescue Programme
By Regina Selman Moore

SUPREME Counselling
for Personal Development is reporting
success for the year
2014 with its Project
Rescue programme,
which has seen a
number of students
across six secondary
schools taking part in
and acing Supreme’s
Self-Development and
Awareness
Programme.
“Last year, for us, was a
pretty successful year. We
were able to top up the
number of students in the
programme, where we now
have some 450 young
people in the Supreme
programme, and we have
been getting good reviews
from the schools in relation
to the students, their
development, their conduct
and so on,” Shawn Clarke,
CEO
of
Supreme
Counselling told The
Barbados Advocate
yesterday.
“We started the process
last year as well, where we
sent evaluation forms to
the schools and we asked
the teachers to give
comments on the children.
We have not received all of
them back from the school
as yet, but for the ones that
we have received, the
teachers are actually
reporting that they are
seeing some level of
improvement in the
students that we work
with. I think that speaks
volume for what we are
doing” Supreme’s CEO
added.
“Instead of having our
Christmas Party (last
year), we had our Christmas Luncheon and Prize
Giving Ceremony, where
we rewarded the most
outstanding student for
the a term, and we also
introduced, for the very
first time, the Dianne
Holder
Memorial
Challenge Shield for the
Most Improved Student,
and that was won by Nola
Reid
of
Parkinson

Shawn Clarke, CEO of Supreme Counselling for
Personal Development.

Memorial Secondary
School.
“We will actually have
the Most Outstanding
Supreme Being per term,
and that challenge shield
will be exchanging hands
every term,” Clarke also
noted.
“So in terms of the SelfDevelopment and Awareness Programme, it is
going well.The facilitators
are working well and we
are getting good reviews
from the students,” he
stressed.
With reference to the
same Self-Development
Programme, Clarke pointed out as well that he saw
a record number of
students
actually
volunteering to be a part of
the programme.
“We had a number of
students, and what
pleased my heart more so
than ever, is that the
majority of the students
who are requesting to join

the programme are males,
and they have been doing
well. I know one young
man who asked to join the
programme at Parkinson,
and he had actually went
on to be the Most Outstanding Fourth Year at Parkinson on the programme,
so I think that is a good
sign,” Clarke noted.
At most schools, he said,
the Supreme Programme
sessions are now being
offered during the Health
and Family Life Education
periods, to ensure students
do not miss out on valuable
class time. The Supreme
Self Development and
Awareness programme is
just one component of
Supreme Counselling’s
Project
Rescue
Programme offered in
schools, with the Supreme
Mentoring Programme
and the Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme
making up the other two
components.

The programme, which
seeks to stamp out
bullying, has been
implemented in more than
a dozen countries around
the world, in hundreds of
schools in the United
States, and in three
secondary schools right
here in Barbados, so far,
as well as an infant school.
CEO of Supreme Counselling for Personal Development and Olweus Bullying Prevention Programme, Consultant
Shawn Clarke, told The
Barbados Advocate this
week that donors have
already forwarded funds
for
the
additional
programme. However, he
noted that a decision is yet
to be made on which
additional school will
benefit
from
the
programme.
Meanwhile, Clarke says
the Olweus Bullying Prevention intervention has
been making its mark to
date, in the schools in
which it has been
implemented.
“The Olweus Bullying

Prevention Programme
was launched in four
schools – three secondary
schools and Wesley Hall
Infants – and we have
been getting good reports
from the schools. The
schools
have
been
witnessing a reduction in
incidences of bullying in
schools.
“Of particular mention
should be Grantley Adams
Memorial. The principal,
he has really been singing
the praises of the
programme, and he has
seen a notable change and
a reduction in bullying, not
only on the school
premises, but on the
streets as well, because
apparently, a lot of
bullying use to take place
on the streets, amongst
Grantley Adams students,
and he is seeing a
reduction with bullying in
that regard as well,”
Clarke said.
“At the other schools, we
have received some
reports of the programme
working, so I think all in
all, the Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme to
date is making the mark

and doing what it is
supposed to do,” he added.
For 2015, Clarke noted
that Supreme Counselling
for Personal Development
is setting its sights on St.
Lucia, as it seeks to
expand across the region
with the Olweus Bullying
Prevention Programme.
Having already visited
that country last year with
Supreme officials and
eleven students from four
secondary schools, in an
effort to donate supplies to
the Bexon Primary School
in Castries, which was
severely damaged by the
floods that swept that
country that same year,
Clarke said that plans are
to launch the programme
at that school.
The school, which is a
small one with a roll of just
under 200 students, has
already been adopted by
Supreme Counselling, and
Clarke says it’s a good
place to start, as education
officials there are willing
and ready to embrace the
programme and have the
students exposed to a few
life skills sessions in the
process.
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Rommel Jordan
charged for
drug offences
MEMBERS of the Drug
Squad have arrested and
charged Rommel Orlando
Jordan, 35 years of #3
Endeavour, St. James for
the following offences:
Possession of cannabis;
Possession with intent to
supply; Trafficking;
Cultivation; Possession of
apparatus;
Money
Laundering.
On January 4th, 2015
a search warrant at

Jordan’s residence discovered the seized following:
116 cannabis plants on
his premises; 18 grammes
of hashish; 180 grammes
of loose cannabis; Cash in
Barbados and US currency; and a number of
scissors.
Jordan was expected to
appear at the District A
Magistrates
Court
yesterday, January 5th,
2015.

Sealy: BTMI
playing its part
ALTHOUGH
the
Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc. (BTMI)
is still relatively new,
Tourism Minister,
Richard Sealy, is satisfied the right decision
was made to form the
division.
The BTMI has assumed
the responsibility for all
destination marketing,
whereas the Barbados
Tourism
Product
Authority (BTPA) focuses
solely on the development
and improvement of the
island’s current and future tourism offerings.
“The BTMI will indeed
be a big factor going forward in terms of seeing
the improvements that
we would like to see in developing
tourism.
Studying new markets
and supporting existing
ones.
“I know we have spent
some time talking about
new markets, but that
doesn’t mean we have
tossed out the ones which
have been there for us
over the years. We want
to see more Americans,
British and Canadians

coming to the region, and
that also is part of the
work the BTMI will be
able to focus on,” he indicated.
Sealy, who is also
Chairman
of
the
Caribbean
Tourism
Organisation (CTO), was
speaking during the
Destination Caribbean
programme, where he
agreed with Haitian
Tourism
Minister,
Stéphanie Villedrouin, on
the still important role of
travel agents within the
sector.
“You will hear remarks
that travel agents are obsolete since the growth of
technology, but certainly
in the case of tourism in
many respects – the more
things change, the more
they remain the same.
“Yes, the technology is
important; the social
media, Trip Advisor etc.,
but coming out of the 2014
World Travel Market in
London, we are hearing
that the high street travel
agents are still big players
in terms of driving business to the region,” he
noted. (TL)

British artiste Basheba
‘inspired’ by her Bajan roots
IN recent years, our
small country has had
the fortune of producing
world class performing
artists, and based on the
performance of the talented and beautiful
Basheba at Spago,
Sugar Hill Estate, St.
James on Saturday,
Barbados may soon have
one more international
singer to be proud of.
Here for seasonal holidays, she could not resist the desire to host a
reception for some music
industry personnel,
friends and family. She
was impressive with
performances of hits
from her 2014 debut EP
album and gave previews of her 2015 material.
Hailing from North
West London, the stylish
Basheba brings a unique
combination of drum &
bass, blues, R&B and
gospel. Basheba has
been perfecting her
vocal style from a young
age, writing since the
tender age of 14, so it’s
no wonder that the likes
of Rudimental and
award winning songwriter, Blair Mackichan,
have asked to work with
her. Although Basheba
was born and raised in
London by her British
father and Bajan
mother, Basheba says
she is ‘inspired’ by her
Bajan roots and believes
her love of music stems
from the passion the
people of Barbados have
for music. After spending every school holiday
in Barbados, she feels
she is as much Bajan as
she is British.
Basheba creates an
evocative narrative in
her music. She says, “A
song is nothing without
a story. I’m a storyteller,
I just tell my stories
through song.” Barbados

In this Christopher Williams photo, Basheba is seen during her performance at
Spago, Sugar Hill Estate, St. James.

and the music world
should take note of this
‘daughter of the soil’ who
is a rising star. She acknowledges that it is not
going to be easy to break
into the big times but is
confident that with her
talent, good management and the love and
support of fans and family, she will make it.

Plans for 2015 include
more song writing, producing an EP and a
show here in Barbados
as she expressed excitedly, “I want to perform
here in Barbados, so that
people will get to know
me”.
Basheba’s first single
‘No More’ has had online
backing from SBTV,

Mobo, Vevo and many
more, and Radio support
from BBC London, Radio
1 Xtra and Capital Xtra.
Basheba’s most recent
single Dirty Love (Your
Love) featuring Jordan
Reece has been featured
on Record of the Day,
BBC R1, 1xtra, Kiss FM,
MTV Base, AKA &
Flava.

Fisherfolk participate in talks on the sector’s future
WITH several challenges
facing the industry, this island’s fisherfolk gathered
over the weekend to participate in talks on the sector’s future.
Around 70 small-scale
fishermen and fisherwomen attended Saturday
evening’s workshop on developing the capacity to
implement the Small

Scale Fisheries Guidelines
held in the Fisheries
Division training room.
The event was hosted by
the Barbados National
Union of Fisherfolk
Organisations (BARNUFO), Centre for
Resource Management
and
Environmental
Studies of the University
of the West Indies, and the

United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO).
Speaking briefly to
those gathered, President
of BARNUFO, Vernel
Nichols, insisted that too
often agencies and departments were making decisions directly impacting
fisherfolk without any
input from this group, and

stressed that it was time
that they took part in such
discussions.
“We are saying that we
want to lead in these decisions. We want to be the
people to be able to sit at
the table and participate
in these activities. We
know that many times
policies and decisions are
made, and sometimes if

we are not a part of these
decisions, people can do
what they like and, in
most cases, some of the
people that are making
the decisions really don’t
know much about our activities,” she said.
Later in the evening,
presentations were made
by UWI’s Centre for
Research Management

and
Environmental
Studies representative,
Patrick McConney, and
the FAO’s Raymon Van
Anrooy.
It was anticipated that
at the end of the meeting
a report would be produced along with documentation related to capacity development.
(JMB)
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‘Where there is faith, there is hope’
Mottley:
Opposition
ready to assist
FAMILY from
Back Page

THE Opposition stands
ready to assist in ensuring that the reported shortage in
funds
to
the
Unemployment Fund
is corrected, with
haste.
That view was advanced
in a statement by
Opposition Leader Mia
Mottley, in response to an
article in another section
of the media, which suggested that such a shortage was presently occurring.
“The BLP stands ready
to do all that is necessary
and legal to replenish the
Unemployment Benefit
Fund, which will have no
money to pay benefits to
former workers come the
end of this month... In
October and then again at
the end of November last
year, I warned the country
that
the
Unemployment Benefit
Fund of the National
Insurance Board (NIB)
was in peril. The NIB was
collecting $2.5 million on
average monthly while
paying out $5 million. As
every Barbadian knows,
this is unsustainable and
a recipe for disaster. The
Government has known
about this crisis for
months and that this situation had to be resolved as
a matter of urgency before
2015, especially if confidence is to be maintained
in the NIB and our social
security scheme. In addi-

tion, the Government was
aware for more than two
years that its actions to extend the improved
Unemployment Benefits
for 22 months as well as
the establishment of a $10
million training fund
would have depleted the
resources of the Fund and
that it would have to be
urgently replenished.This
situation was compounded in 2013 once they
announced that 3000
workers would be laid off,
some of whom would be
entitled to Unemployment
Benefit.”
Mottley also stated that
the matter should be dealt
with
as
soon
as
Parliament reconvenes
after the Christmas break.
“In the circumstances,
given the level of urgency
and the capacity to pay
these benefits only to the
end of January, 2015, we
expect that the necessary
Supplementary and legal
amendments must be
brought to Parliament as
the first order of business
in 2015. We support the
shift in the contribution
rate of employers to both
the Severance Payments
Fund
and
the
Unemployment Benefit
Fund so that there will be
no additional burden to
employers in respect of
payroll costs, nor by extension further job losses.The
costs of doing business in
Barbados is simply too
high.” (PR)

Workers at wits’ end
DEMONSTRATING by
their words that they are
at wits’ end financially,
some “unfairly dismissed”
National Conservation
Commission (NCC) employees are demanding to
go ahead with the process
of severance, thereby bypassing the continued
waiting game being
played by those who have
selected reinstatement as
their desired outcome.
After having the options
thoroughly explained once
again on Friday, at the
National Union of Public
Workers (NUPW) headquarters during the meeting called by the NUPW,
the decision of many in attendance is to get their
money and skip the
Tribunal.

Citing reasons such as
outstanding bills, overdue
rent, families to feed, probation periods for repayment closing and children
to support, numerous individuals amongst the 30 or
so present called to be paid
out or for some kind of financial relief soon.
One gentleman urged,
“I have no time to waste, I
want to know what the
Union is doing. Forget
‘bout the work, because
you get the work today
and could be laid-off the
next week too...”
Another
employee
charged, “Personally, I
don’t want no reinstatement because the wait
was too long and I need
my money like today.”
(KG)

baptised into their
church the previous
Saturday at Pebbles
Beach and had their ceremony on the following
Sunday and it was during the altar call at this
service that both of their
children then came forward. “So even in the
church, it is good to see
families coming in and
being a part of what God
is doing.”
Director of the Catholic

Diocese Christmas presentation ‘The Twelfth
Night’, Joyann Joseph,
echoed the same sentiments when she spoke to
The
Barbados
Advocate on Sunday
night at the St. Patrick’s
Roman
Catholic
Cathedral.
“The message that I
am hoping that they
would leave here with
tonight is that where
there is faith, there is
hope and we should
never give up. We must
continue to strive and

come together as a family, and I hope that
tonight they would realise the importance of
family because at the end
of this production, they
would see the importance of family. No matter how high you fly, family is always important
because when you fall, it
is the family that would
be there to help you up.”
She said that this is
one of the main reasons
why they decided to have
this presentation in the
first place to remind the

community not to forget
the real meaning of that
season and how that
must penetrate throughout the year and not just
at Christmas.
It is “also to say to the
public that the message
of Christmas season,
even though it has now
become very commercialised, there is a deeper
meaning you know, there
is a deeper message and
we want to bring the
message of love, hope and
peace to a hopeless
world”. (PJT)

Sagicor Life Inc.

RATING ACTION BY S&P
Overview:
Following the recent lowering of the sovereign rating on Barbados to “B” from
“BB-”, Standard and Poor’s (S&P) on December 30, 2014 lowered the rating on
Sagicor Life to “BB-”, from “BB+”. The rating action on Sagicor is as a direct
result of the rating action on Barbados, and the rating on Sagicor remains the
maximum two notches above its Sovereign Barbados. At the same time, S&P
lowered the rating on Sagicor Finance Ltd.’s US $150 million, 10 year senior
unsecured note to “B”. Sagicor passed stress tests for both Barbados and
Jamaica; and therefore S&P assigned a rating of “BB-”, which is above the
current rating of these two countries.
Rationale:
In explaining its rationale for the rating action, S&P indicated that on a standa-lone basis Sagicor has a potential rating of “BB+”, which is supported by the
company’s moderately strong capitalization, improving operating performance
and adequate competitive position. However, the current rating action is as a
result of the rating action on Barbados.
While Sagicor passes the default stress scenario for Barbados, a life insurer’s
rating is capped by its country of domicile due to its high sensitivity to country
risk, the critical role of regulations and access to funding. The rating action
also considers Sagicor’s exposure to Jamaica, which is rated “B-”.
The Sagicor Group recorded net income of US $39.0 million for the nine
months ended September 30th 2014, compared to a loss of US $1.9 million
for the same period of 2013. The Group’s continuing operations recorded net
income of US $39.6 million for the nine months in 2014, compared to US $39.3
million for the corresponding period in 2013.
Outlook:
The rating outlook is negative, reflecting the outlook on the Barbados rating,
and remains susceptible to any further rating action on Barbados. According
to S&P, the Sagicor rating could be upgraded if the company maintains the
positive trend in its operating performance, adequate capitalization levels
commensurate with the “BBB” benchmark, completion of its plans to relocate
its country of domicile to a country with at least investment grade ratings,
strong regulations and adequate access to funding.
Sagicor Life Inc.
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‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’

Editorial

Get your act
together
In 2012, industrial action rocked the Barbados
educational sector when teachers at the
Alexandra Secondary School clashed with then
principal Jeff Broomes over his management
style. Two plus years later – after a $600 000
commission of inquiry and transfer of Mr.
Broomes and some teachers of that institution –
and industrial unrest is once again featuring at
the start of a Hilary term. Barbados Union of
Teachers (BUT) officials have identified problems at the Parkinson Memorial School, where
Mr. Broomes has been placed as head, as well as
the Alma Parris Memorial School.
These are not the only matters of concern for
BUT officials to address with their membership.
Critical issues such as appointment of temporary teachers, lack of regular communication or
meetings with the Ministry of Education, and inadequate or delayed responses to concerns raised
by Unions on behalf of their members, among
others, feature prominently.
One cannot help but experience déjà vu at this
turn of events at this time of year. And the extent
to which grievances have seemingly reached boiling point rather than be addressed in a timely
fashion – on both sides – is indeed disturbing.
Barbados’ educational achievements and capabilities are the envy of the world. Our little country’s main resource is our people and education
has always been recognised by both sides of the
political directorate as invaluable to the advancement of our people. It is a source of pride
and reflects well on the country when measured
up to the region and world. It is therefore disappointing to once again see unrest derail the
smooth functioning of this institution, especially
given its importance to Barbadians.
We cannot help but think that the disruption
to an already packed school term is to the detriment of the student body, particularly if the
wider BUT members show solidarity with their
colleagues at the affected schools.
It is instructive to review the words of the
Commission relating to the Alexandra students,
the persons caught in the middle of warring
factions. “Perhaps the most devastating result of
the rifts and miscommunication is the effect that
these have on students’ perceptions, and eventually the teaching/learning activities. Strategies
need to be developed to, as far as possible, insulate the students from the differences that exist
between the various sectors of the school’s management and teaching staff, and other staff.”
In the findings of the Commission of Inquiry
into the happenings at the Alexandra School
there were several recommendations other than
transfers to heal the rift and to put measures in
place to ensure such a rift would not reach the
stage it did.
An atmosphere of distrust and hostility is not
conducive to good working relations nor fostering good administration of students. Our students deserve better, from all parties, and we
urge all concerned to resolve issues quickly and
decisively, thinking of all times about the good of
our country and its future.
We imagine that there is much going on behind
the scenes that has not been publicised, and so
await the outcomes of these matters with baited
breath. We do agree with Mr. Shepherd that
there needs to be a national dialogue on education, given its significance to the expenditure
and future development of this country.

Tree stock
By Janelle Husbands

ON Sunday afternoon, a
large mahogany tree toppled on the grounds of St.
Mary’s church, destroying
a tomb, a section of the
church’s trademark fence
and rendering the road
impassable for some time.
While the losses are still
being quantified, for many
the real loss was the tree
itself which reportedly
grew in that spot for well
over a century. At a time
when we are so environmentally conscious, we
recognise the importance
of trees specifically to
clean the air of pollution
and to keep the city cool
providing much needed
shade, the loss of any mature tree is therefore particularly sad.
The reality is, we must
still be very thankful that
no one was hurt, and that
the quiet Sunday afternoon might have been the
‘best’ time for the tree to
fall. That area is usually

abuzz with pedestrian
and vehicular traffic during the week, and within a
few days after the
Christmas holiday break,
any number of school children could have been
walking under that tree.
Furthermore, there are a
number of persons who
enjoy the tranquillity of
graveyards, and walk and
sit quietly under trees for
times of quiet introspection or even for research
and historical reference.
There are always lessons that we can take
away from bad situations.
Certainly officials at the
church will be quite
rightly bringing in relevant officials to assess the
other trees on the property to ensure that given
another day of high
winds, there isn’t a reoccurrence of another tree
falling.
This might be a good
time for all persons with
trees, particularly very old
trees, to do the same. We

may not have the training
to expertly determine
whether a tree is healthy
or not, but some trees are
visibly in bad shape and
as much as we don’t want
to admit, must be pruned,
removed or destroyed.
There are many trees
that were not planted. For
whatever reason, they
started to grow and we
marvel at their splendour.
Unfortunately, some of
them are barely perched
on the top soil and with
severe weather, be it wind
or rain, they simply topple
over.
There are others that
were planted without
much thought as to where
their root systems might
go, what damage they
could cause or even how
tall they might become. As
a result they meander
their way under buildings,
grow into electric wires
and overall create a massive headache. Sections of
trees die at times, and
persons don’t even con-

sider that is a sign of a
tree’s deteriorating health
or that it could be a potential hazard if that section of the tree falls.
Then there are termites. They terrorise
trees, sometimes it is easy
to see their nest, but other
times they are quietly
making a meal of the inside of the tree which becomes hollow and a ticking time bomb, waiting for
the right or in this case
wrong moment to fall.
We must thank the
Roving Response Team
for expeditiously coming
in to remove the massive
mahogany tree. We hope
that the team and other
relevant authorities see
the importance of preemptively removing unhealthy
trees
and
branches, particularly in
light of the damage that
they can cause. As we saw
over the weekend, a fallen
tree poses a significant
hazard in or out of the
hurricane season.

Thousands of Germans protest
against anti-Islam rallies
BERLIN – Thousands of
Germans demonstrated in
four cities yesterday in opposition to the weekly rallies in Dresden against the
perceived “Islamization of
the West,” which have attracted growing numbers
of supporters.
Organisers of the demonstrations in Berlin,
Stuttgart, Cologne and
Dresden said they were
rallying against racism
and xenophobia to instead
promote a message of tolerance.
Businesses, churches,
the city Cologne’s power
company and others were
planning to keep their
buildings and other
facilities dark in solidarity
with the demonstrations
against the ongoing
protests by the group calling itself Patriotic
Europeans against the
Islamization of the West,
or PEGIDA. Over the last
three months, the crowds
at PEGIDA’s demonstrations in the eastern city of
Dresden, a region that has
few immigrants or
Muslims, have swelled
from a few hundred to

17 500 just before
Christmas. Police said a
similar number were expected again last night.
The group has broadened its appeal by distancing itself from the far-right,
saying in its position paper
posted on Facebook that it
is against “preachers of
hate, regardless of what
religion” and “radicalism,
regardless of whether
religiously or politically
motivated.”
“PEGIDA is for resistance against an antiwoman political ideology
that emphasises violence,
but not against integrated
Muslims living here,” the
group said. It has also
banned any neo-Nazi symbols and slogans at its rallies, though critics have
noted the praise and support it has received from
known neo-Nazi groups.
Main organiser Lutz
Bachmann refused to comment further about his
party’s platform when approached by the AP at a recent rally. Cem Ozdemir,
co-chairman of The Greens
party and himself the son
of a Turkish immigrant,

told n-tv yesterday that
while he, too, was against
any form of extremism,“intolerance cannot be fought
with intolerance”.
“The line is not between
Christians and Muslims,”
he said. “The line is between those who are intolerant ... and the others, the
majority.”
In uncharacteristically
frank words in her New
Year’s address, Chancellor
Angela Merkel urged
Germans to stay away
from the Dresden rallies.
When the PEGIDA
demonstrators chant “we
are the people,” Merkel
said “they actually mean
‘you don’t belong because
of your religion or your
skin.”
The Dresden demonstrations have spawned
smaller PEGIDA rallies
elsewhere, including gatherings planned in Berlin
and Cologne last night
where several hundred
were expected to be on
hand. By contrast, some
10 000 counter-demonstrators were expected in
Berlin, 2 000 in Cologne
and another 5 000 in
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Stuttgart where there was
no PEGIDA protest
planned.
The provost of Cologne’s
famous cathedral, Norbert
Feldhoff, said yesterday he
would keep the building’s
exterior lights off in an attempt to make the
PEGIDA demonstrators
think twice about their
protest.
“You’re taking part in an
action that, from its roots
and also from speeches, one
can see is Nazi-ist, racist
and extremist,” he said on
n-tv. “And you’re supporting people you really don’t
want to support.”
Cologne City Hall, and
several other churches and
historical buildings later
said they would also keep
the lights off, and electric
company Rhein-Energie
said it would keep the city’s
bridges dark, the dpa news
agency reported.
In Dresden, automaker
Volkswagen said it was
also keeping its glasswalled manufacturing
plant dark, to underscore
the company “stands for an
open, free and democratic
society”.
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Work better together

Lowe eager for NCC resolution

“OUR best efforts result from actions
as an integrated unit.”
Outgoing Chairman of CARICOM and
Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda,
Gaston Browne, used this statement as
he highlighted the various achievements of the community over the years
in addressing its own problems and in
forging a path forward in various sectors, and stressed that it was this collective power that would allow the region
to thrive in spite of the challenges now
being faced.
“The collective intelligence and creativity of our people has ensured that
our Caribbean Civilisation has thrived
despite the setbacks, and it is to that we
have turned again to combat our current
challenges... Let us look to 2015 as a
year in which we recommit ourselves to
strengthening our integration move-

MINISTER of Environment and Drainage, Dr. Denis Lowe is looking forward to
a resolution of the issue surrounding the
retrenchment of the National Conservation Commission (NCC) workers.
He shared this with the media while
speaking at the party he hosted for his
constituents at his Christ Church East
Constituency office on Saturday, in
Enterprise, Christ Church.
“I am eagerly looking forward to the
conclusion of those outstanding matters.
There are people who I believe are just on
the thin line of survival, and I know that
the government is committed to ensuring
that fairness and justice is served. And
therefore, I would urge all involved to
allow the process to work and to continue
to be a peaceful and resilient people like
we’ve always been. I am sure that the
resolutions will come.”

ment in a spirit of unity. As I said earlier, this year: ‘Together, we can, and
will, not only survive, but thrive, by enhancing our collective capacity to
achieve economic stability and growth,
a better quality of life for our people,
and sustainable development,’” he
added, in his message for the New Year.
Describing 2014 as an “exacting” year
for the region, due to the lingering effects of the global economic and financial crises, heavy debt burdens, high unemployment, and low growth have had
a negative impact on our lives and our
standard of living, Browne noted that
nevertheless, the region’s states put
their heads together to seek solutions to
the problems, and have identified strategies to pursue which would put them on
a path to growth and development and,
importantly, create jobs. (JMB)

Meanwhile, stating his wish list for his
constituency and the country for 2015,
the Member of Parliament said he wishes
“that we prepare ourselves as a government, we will prepare ourselves as a people to take advantage of all of the opportunities that will be brought to us as we
proceed across the next several months”.
“I know that we as government, we are
working very hard to make sure that our
people are looked after, that the unemployed become employed again, that businesses get stronger, [and] that investments come to the country…
“So my hope for the people is that they
keep hope alive, they stay strong, and
that they hold together their families and
their communities, and that they hold
their hands together and that they continue to allow God to lead and to bless.”
(MG)

Hall and
Barker
rule Art
Wars
ART warrior, Kevon Hall, and
mixologist, David Barker, ruled the
Art Wars with a delectable display
of authenticity on both canvas and
palate, when the Final Battle took
place last month at the Palm
Courtyard, Limegrove Lifestyle
Centre, Holetown, St. James.
The victorious duo paired delightfully
with each other and impressed judges
and fans alike, to beat the team of
Maurice Forde and Jamaal Bowen into
second place, as the current series of live
painting encounters, brought to you by
Absolut, came to an exciting conclusion.
The final combatants had been asked
to push the limits of their creativity to
produce a blend of artwork and Absolut
infused cocktails inspired by the theme:
“Authenticity”. It was a challenge that
produced an absorbing encounter, unpredictable to the last brush stroke and
cocktail tasting.
The judges, however, had the final say,
and Hall and Barker were pronounced
deserved champions of the inaugural
Art Wars. Both winners were rewarded
with an Absolut package, while Hall, as
the winning artist, took home the grand
prize of BBD $5000, while mixologist
Barker received BBD $2000. Second
placed Forde and Bowen were also each
rewarded with an Absolut gift basket.
Brand Manager, Carla Jackson, of
Mount Gay Distilleries Limited, local
distributors of Absolut Vodka, congratulated all the competitors, and said while
only one team could be celebrated as the
winner, the mission of Art Wars was such
that there were no losers.
“Our aim is to inspire local artists and
create opportunities to expose their talent to the public of Barbados. This inau-

Artist Kevon Hall (right) and mixologist David Barker ruled the Art Wars in 2014.

gural Art Wars has been a big win for all
of the artists involved, and given the
overwhelming response from the fans,
we expect it has been a win for the artistic community in Barbados,” Jackson
said.
Jackson said artists involved in the
six weeks of competition have already
received offers for artwork and sold sev-

eral of their pieces, which was a rewarding outcome both for the artists and
Absolut.
“Art Wars has definitely created a buzz
around the art community in Barbados,
and this is particularly pleasing, as we
see our investment in developing greater
art appreciation beginning to pay dividends.

“At Absolut, we believe in the transformative powers of art. We have had a
very exciting Art Wars series, and were
pleased to see how our artists and mixologists rose to the challenges presented.
The Art Wars was inspired by
Absolut’s Transform Today global campaign and its global marketing association with fashion, music and art.
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Economic growth
in Latin America
and the Caribbean
expected to pick
up slightly in 2015
LATIN AMERICA and the
Caribbean’s economic growth
might recover modestly to 2.2 per
cent in 2015, up from 1.3 per cent in
2014, its lowest rate since last
decade’s global financial crisis.
Despite the slowdown, the region
has managed to maintain its gains
against poverty, said InterAmerican Development Bank
President Luis Alberto Moreno.
In his year-end report to the Board of
Executive Directors, which represents
the IDB’s 48 member countries, Moreno
noted that in a scenario marked by sluggish global growth, falling commodity
prices and limited fiscal manoeuvring
room, Latin American and Caribbean
countries must prioritise reforms that
will ensure sustained and inclusive
growth over the medium and long term.
“Now, more than ever, the answer lies
in internal sources of growth, which
brings us up against a huge challenge: increasing productivity,” he said. “This factor explains why the region continues to
trail behind other regions of the world.”
Moreno listed a series of reforms and
investments the region needs to under-

take, ranging from strengthening trade
integration to upgrading its infrastructure and public services. Other bottlenecks to productivity are the high proportion of informal jobs in its labour markets, the limited access to financial services, the poor quality of education, and
the low levels of innovation in its productive activities.
Safeguarding social gains achieved
over the past few years will also be critical, Moreno added. Poverty has dropped
to historically low levels (27.6 per cent in
2014). “We cannot turn back,” he emphasised.
To that end, countries will have to
closely monitor their labour markets and
social welfare programs, in order to protect the most disadvantaged among their
population. They will also need to reduce
the risks posed by natural disasters,
which disproportionately harm the poor.
The IDB has much to contribute to the
pursuit of this reform agenda, Moreno
said, as it remains one of the region’s
leading sources of long-term financing
and technical assistance. In 2014, it approved more than US$13 billion allocated
to projects involving institutional devel-

Celebrating
20 years of TVET

President of the Inter-American
Development Bank, Luis Alberto
Moreno.

opment (43 per cent), infrastructure and
the environment (38 per cent), social sectors (16 per cent), and trade and regional
integration (4 per cent).
Moreno also highlighted the IDB’s increasing support for private sector-led
projects, which received about $2.8 billion
in loans and guarantees in 2014, up from
$2.1 billion the previous year. He added
that the IDB has made progress in the
preparation of a proposal to merge all of
its private sector activities in order to
gain operational efficiencies.
The proposal is due to be presented to
the IDB’s Board of Governors at their
next Annual Meeting, scheduled to take
place in March in Busan, Korea.

EU calls euro membership ‘irrevocable’ but renegotiable
BRUSSELS – The European Union’s executive Commission said yesterday that
membership in the euro bloc is “irrevocable”, but left it open to what extent
Greece could renegotiate the terms
after elections on January 25.
Greece’s left-wing Syriza party leads
the polls ahead of the elections and is in
favour of changing the conditions of the
country’s international bailout deal. That
would likely anger the rest of the eurozone, which has given Athens the bulk of
the rescue loans.
Some say a disagreement could even
lead to Greece leaving the eurozone, a
step that would carry huge uncertainty
for the country and the currency bloc.
EU spokeswoman Annika Breidthardt
said yesterday that if the Greek elections
call for a need to reconsider the conditions of Athens’ membership within the
19-country eurozone, “we will deal with
that once the Greek voters have cast
their verdict”.
At the same time, she insisted that a
full exit by Greece was not on the cards
since the euro rules say “membership is
irrevocable”.
Syriza underscored it has no intention
of pulling Greece out of the eurozone. It
accuses Prime Minister Antonis Samaras
of scaring the nation about the implications of a Syriza electoral win.
In Berlin, government spokesman
Steffen Seibert countered reports that

Germany would now be willing to accept
Greece’s exit from the eurozone, insisting
that “since the beginning it has been the
policy of the government to strengthen
the eurozone including Greece”.
“This has not changed,” Seibert said.
Germany has warned Greece against

reneging on the terms of its bailout program should Syriza come to power.
In Paris, President Francois Hollande
said that whatever leaders emerge from
the January 25 elections, they “will have
to respect the commitments made by
their country”.

STAFF of the Technical, Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) Council
were recently praised for their dedication to duty as they gathered at the Crane
Beach Resort in St. Philip to celebrate
their 20th anniversary, on Friday,
December 19.
Minister of Labour, Social Security and
Human Resource Development, Senator
Dr. Esther Byer-Suckoo, thanked the
Council’s staff for their hard work, discipline and commitment over the years.
She said:“While very small, the Council
has been making an enormous impact on
the achievement of the Ministry’s mandate, as it relates to the strengthening
of the country’s education and training
system… Your performance and achievements are quite impressive placing you in
a class of organisations far bigger, when
it comes to good governance and successful outcomes.”
The featured speaker was Sandy
Lane’s Assistant Golf Course
Superintendent, Colin Holligan, who also
praised the Council for its National and
Caribbean Vocational Qualification
(N/CVQ) Programmes, which provided
the opportunity for him and his members of staff to become certified.
He said: “To date, 36 candidates have
been certified in Amenity Horticulture
Level 1 at Sandy Lane. We also currently
have six candidates in the pilot
programme for the CVQ in Amenity
Horticulture Level 2. Members of staff
who have completed the certification are,
for the most part, more focused and dedicated to their role at Sandy Lane. They
often speak of the need for them to work
according to the N/CVQ standard and
many of them boast of being N/CVQ
certified.”
The TVET Council Act was passed at
the end of 1993, and the Council was established in 1994 to co-ordinate and manage the vocational education and training
development system in Barbados. It was
a response to the international policy of
standardising education and training,
separating the delivery from the management of training systems, while placing greater emphasis on articulation and
better quality assurance.

Oil hits five-and-a-half-year low under $55 on supply glut
OIL prices slumped to new 5-1/2-year
lows yesterday on worries about a surplus of global supplies and lacklustre
demand.
Russia’s oil output hit a post-Soviet
high last year, averaging 10.58 million
barrels per day (bpd), up 0.7 per cent
thanks to small non-state producers,
Energy Ministry data showed.
Iraq’s oil exports were at their highest
since 1980 in December, an oil ministry
spokesman said, with record sales from
the country’s southern terminals.
But oil producer group OPEC has decided not to cut output, opting to let the
market find its own level.
The two crude oil benchmarks – Brent
and US light crude, also known as West
Texas Intermediate – have now lost more
than half of their value since mid-2014.
Brent crude LCOc1 for February
dropped as low as $54.02 a barrel, down
$2.40 from Friday’s close and its weakest

since May 2009, before edging back to
around $54.50 by 1420 GMT (0920 ET).
US crude CLc1 slid to $50.55 a barrel
yesterday, down $2.14 and also its lowest
since May 2009.
“The easiest path for oil is down,”
said Carsten Fritsch, senior oil and
commodities analyst at Commerzbank
in Frankfurt.
“Almost all market news and the
fundamental backdrop are negative
and it is difficult to see much upside at
the moment.”
Morgan Stanley analyst Adam
Longson agreed, saying it was “hard to
see much improvement in oil fundamentals near term”.
“New supply has entered the market,
offsetting Libya woes. Additional exports
are coming primarily from Russia and
Iraq,” Longson wrote in a note to clients.
Lacklustre economic data from the
United States on Friday fuelled worries

about the state of the global economy and
the strength of oil demand.
“Oil demand is unlikely be robust this
year when we look at the state of
economies in China, Japan and Europe,”
said Yusuke Seta, a commodity sales
manager at Newedge Japan.
A weak euro may also have contributed
to further oil losses as it reduces the
purchasing power of euro holders for
dollar-denominated oil.
Investors are also increasing bets on
lower oil prices.
Open interest for $40-$50 strike puts
have risen several fold since the start of
December, while $20-$30 puts for June
2015 have traded, said Stephen Schork,
editor of Pennsylvania-based The Schork
Report.
Conflict in Libya has reduced the
OPEC producer’s crude output to around
380 000 bpd, state-run National Oil Corp.
(NOC) has said.
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Wall St. falls one per cent, weighed by commodity stocks
NEW YORK – US stocks
fell yesterday, dragged
down by commoditylinked shares as crude
prices fell to fresh 5-1/2year lows and a strong
dollar also weighed on
metals prices.
Crude oil futures
prices dropped to their
lowest since May 2009
amid a global supply glut
and lacklustre demand.
Russia’s oil output hit a
post-Soviet high last

year, and Iraq’s oil exports in December were
highest since 1980.
The strength in the US
currency is putting even
more pressure on dollardenominated commodities. A measure of the
greenback against a basket of major currencies
hit its highest since
December 2005.
The market fall is
“driven quite a bit by the
slump in energy prices,”

said Rick Meckler, president of LibertyView
Capital Management in
Jersey City, New Jersey.
He said aside from the
positive effect it has on
consumers, the plunge in
energy could have a negative effect in other sectors of the market.
“You also have a very
strong dollar,” he said.
“Multinationals will
have their earnings decreased if they aren’t

fully hedged.”
At 9:55 a.m. EST (1355
GMT) the Dow Jones
industrial average fell
182.03 points, or 1.02 per
cent, to 17 650.96, the
S&P 500 lost 22.41
points, or 1.09 per cent,
to 2 035.79 and the
Nasdaq
Composite
dropped 42.11 points,
or 0.89 per cent, t o
4 684.70.
The S&P 500 energy
sector was down 2.6 per

cent. It fell almost 20 per
cent over the last two
quarters of last year.
Shares of Cempra Inc.
were up 9.2 per cent
at $24.99 after rising
nearly 30 per cent at one
point in premarket. It
moved closer to approval
of its lead antibiotic,
solithromycin, after an
oral version of the potential blockbuster met the
main goal in a late-stage
trial.

Declining issues outnumbered advancing
ones on the NYSE by
2 274 to 572, for a
3.98-to-1 ratio; on the
Nasdaq, 1 678 issues fell
and 704 advanced for a
2.38-to-1 ratio favouring
decliners.
The S&P 500 was posting 5 new 52-week highs
and 6 new lows; the
Nasdaq Composite was
recording 22 new highs
and 9 new lows.

Revamped US oil hedges may test OPEC’s patience
NEW YORK – As a war
of nerves between US
shale producers and
Gulf powerhouses
intensifies, OPEC’s
biggest members are
counting down the
months until their upstart rivals lose the one
thing shielding them
from crashing oil
prices – hedges.
They may need much
more patience than they
reckon, however, because
those hedges are a moving
target. Rather than wait
for their price insurance
to run out, many companies are racing to revamp
their policies, cashing in
well-placed hedges to
increase the number of
future barrels hedged,
according to industry
consultants, bankers and
analysts familiar with
the deals.
OPEC officials hope
that once US oil companies get fully exposed to
the impact of an over 50
per cent slide in crude
prices since last June, they
will have to drill fewer
new wells, causing US production growth to stall
and putting a floor under
oil prices now testing $50
a barrel.
“There are companies
which are hedged until the
beginning of the year or
until the end of the year, so
we need to wait at least
until the first quarter
to see what is going to
happen,” United Arab
Emirates Energy Minister
Suhail Bin Mohammed alMazroui told Reuters and
one other news agency last
month.
Yet that hope is based
largely on quarterly company reports from several
months ago, when drillers
last made their hedging
portfolios public. In the
meantime, with the price
rout showing no sign of
reversing, at least some
firms have put on new
hedges that will help prevent their revenues from

falling further – and allow
them to drill far longer
this year than earlier expected.
“OPEC should not expect to see any impact on
US shale growth in the
first half of the year and
the impact in the second
half is being attenuated
significantly by producer
hedging,” says Ed Morse,
global head of commodities research at Citigroup,
one of the biggest US
banks involved hedging.
Capturing the upside
For the moment, it is unclear which companies are
involved in the effort. New
hedging strategies are
only likely to get disclosed
in quarterly earnings reports in late January.
“It’s a hot topic of discussion that everyone is
thinking about and looking at,” said Craig Breslau,
who heads the energy derivatives marketing desk
at Societe Generale in
Houston, which has been
involved in some restructuring transactions.
While the proportion of
oil companies actually
executing those deals is
not that high, the deals
thus far have been large
in terms of volume and
dollars, he said.
According to their last
filings, oil companies such
as EOG Resources Inc.,
Anadarko Petroleum
Corp., Devon Energy
Corp.. and Noble Energy
Inc. had hedged some of
their 2015 production at
prices of $90 a barrel or
more.
The net short position of
oil producers and other
non-financial companies
in US crude oil futures
and options markets –
used as a rough gauge of
hedging activity – has
grown from 15 million barrels in August to more
than 77 million barrels
last week.
For many companies
that set up “in the money”

hedges prior to the slump,
the downturn offers a
chance to cash in or extend
their protection.
For example, a company
that had sold swap contracts to hedge a part of
its 2015 production at $90
a barrel – essentially
shorting forward oil prices
to guard against a drop –
could buy them now back
at around $57 for a profit
of about $33 a barrel.
Instead of just pocketing the cash, some companies are using the funds
to shield themselves
against a further market
slide by buying swaps and
options pegged closer to
current prices.
With the December
2015 put option for $60
a barrel now trading at
around $9 a barrel, swaps
cashed in now could buy a
producer nearly four times
more protection at that
price.
Most of the half-dozen

Shale oil ... shielded by hedging.

companies contacted by
Reuters – those with sizeable hedges in place –
declined to comment or
did not reply to requests
for comment.

BANK RATES
Commercial bank rates to the public at the close of
business yesterday by the Central Bank of Barbados.
Valid for January 6th, 2015
Telegraphic Transfers
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Demand/Sight:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
Guyana $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $
Notes:
Currency
Euro
Pound Sterling £
Canadian $
United States $
East Caribbean $
Belizean $

Buying
2.37465
3.03495
1.68889
1.99375
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.41917
3.09185
1.72422
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.37019
3.02925
1.68570
1.99000
0.00976
0.73843
0.99688

Selling
2.41917
3.09185
1.72422
2.02768
0.00982
0.74306
1.00313

Buying
2.33592
2.98544
1.67616
1.98000
0.73704
1.00000

Selling
2.43428
3.11116
1.72574
2.02857
0.74445
1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE
RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.
BDS$
Guyana $
0.00979
Jamaica $
0.01750
Trinidad & Tobago $
0.31586
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Everything that’s wrong with doing a ‘detox’ diet

I

t’s a brand new year. You
want to get fit and
healthy, and now’s the
time. Could giving up eating altogether – with the exception of a few ounces of
lemon juice and a dash or
two of cayenne pepper –
help you lose weight and
rid your body of all the crap
you’ve consumed in 2014?
While detox diets sound
promising, they are wholly unnecessary and can cause you to
gain weight and lose muscle in
the long-term. Here are a few of
the reasons “cleanses” are total
bogus.
1. No one actually needs
to detox. Unless you’ve been
poisoned, we already have a
super efficient system for filtering out most of the harmful
substances we eat. It’s made
up of two toxin-bashing organs:
the liver and the kidneys.
While our kidneys filter our
blood and remove any waste
from our diet, our liver
processes medications and
detoxifies any chemicals we ingest. Paired together, these organs make our bodies natural
cleansing powerhouses.
“Unless there’s a blockage in
one of these organs that do it
day and night, there’s absolutely no need to help the
body get rid of toxins,” family
physician Ranit Mishori of the
Georgetown University School
of Medicine, who has spent
years reviewing the medical literature on cleanses, told NPR.
The original detox diet,
called The Master Cleanse, was
thought up in the 1940s by
Stanley Burroughs as a natural (unproven) way to treat
stomach ulcers. (He published
a book describing it, “The
Master Cleanser”.) The cleanse
consists of a daily regimen of 612 glasses of water mixed with
lemon juice, cayenne pepper,
and maple syrup, plus a laxative at bedtime. That’s it.
Cleanse proponents like
Peter Glickman, who helped
resurrect it in 2004 with a book
called “Lose Weight, Have More
Energy and Be Happier in 10
Days: Take Charge of Your
Health with the Master
Cleanse”, say dieters begin to
feel “euphoric” and “serene”
after about a week of not eating.
We could think of better
words to describe the sensa-

This year, kick the detox/cleanse habit. Instead of clinging to the false promise and dubious science of detoxes and cleanses,
make 2015 the year you adopt eating clean and exercise.

tions of incipient starvation.
2. Juicing is ridiculously
expensive. Other less-extreme
alternatives to Burroughs’ and
Glickman’s self-deprivation
plans exist, from swapping a
few meals a day for a $12 prepackaged bottle of green liquid
to juicing up a few bags of fresh
produce at home each day.
Unlike the Master Cleanse, a
juice diet won’t totally starve
your body, but it will drain your
wallet, and the benefits are dubious at best.
For starters, you have to
practically buy out your grocery store’s produce department for just a few days of juicing. Take the list of ingredients
for this recently-posted 3-day
juice cleanse from the Dr. Oz
show, for example: 4 carrots, 4
apples (type not specified), 2
Golden Delicious apples, 2 1inch pieces of ginger, 3 cucumbers, 6 celery stalks, 14 kale
leaves, 1/2 lemon, 1 lime, 4
plum tomatoes, 2 red bell peppers, 1/4 small red onion, 2

cups parsley, 1 large sweet potato, 2 large red beets, 1 orange,
8 Swiss chard leaves, and 6
clementines. Disclaimer: this
list is only for one day on the 3day cleanse. ($40 at our local
grocery store, multiplied by 3
days = $120.)
3. Juicing removes some of
the healthiest parts of fresh
produce. When you juice fresh
fruits and veggies, you remove
all of their fibre, the key ingredient that keeps you feeling
full and satisfied until your
next meal. What you keep is
the natural sugar in the produce.
The immediate effects of a
high-sugar and low-protein,
low-fibre diet, are felt almost
immediately your head: You’re
constantly hungry because
there’s no fibre to fill you up.
Meanwhile, the sugar you’re
consuming is temporarily raising your blood sugar, but with
no protein to stabilise it, you’re
on a roller-coaster ride of high
and low energy. The long-term

effects are more severe: a lack
of protein, when prolonged for
even a few days, can cause you
to lose muscle rather than fat,
since protein is what your muscles feed on for energy.
4. Cleanses can set you up
for more dangerous eating
habits. Aside from potentially
wrecking your body in the
short term, detox dieting can
set you up for a lifetime of dangerous eating.
Cleanse advocates describe
their plans as quick fixes that
clean up the mess of processed
carbs, sugar, and booze we
throw in our bodies each day. In
reality though, this type of eating pretty closely mimics the
dangerous binge-and-purge
style of eating recognised globally as indicative of an eating
disorder.
For people who are prone to
disordered eating, juice
cleanses could serve as a gateway to bigger problems.
At one eating-disorder treatment clinic in New York City,

more than half the patients report having tried a juice
cleanse, Marie Claire reports.
“Maybe a patient tried it and
became obsessed, or maybe the
eating disorder was already
there and the juicing became
part of it,” the clinic’s director of
nutrition services, Debbie
Westerling, told the magazine.
Eating nothing but juice for
several days can also trigger
former eating problems from
the past and cause them to
resurface, writes registered dietitian Megan Holt in a post
about cleansing on her clinic’s
website. “I tend to discourage
fasting because it can reactivate disordered eating behaviors,” Holt writes, “whether
that’s restriction or feeling out
of control with food or feeling
disconnected from hunger and
fullness cues when one does
start to eat again.”
In other words, you can’t simply drink your way to health –
hundreds of dollars’ worth of
freshly-liquefied produce or
not.
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10 horrible things sugar Cut back
amount of
is doing to your body
WE reached out to our
stellar panel of expert
Nutritionists
and
heard from Vicki
Edgson
and
Eve
Kalinik about the secret damage sugar is
doing to our body
Tell the average person
that an excess of sugar can
lead to tooth decay and
weight-gain, and they’ll
probably tell you that they
already know that.
Mention consequences
such as heart disease,
wrinkles and rotten gums
however, and they’re unlikely to be so sugar savvy.
Whilst you might consider yourself to be following a reasonably healthy
diet, the average person in
Britain currently consumes a whopping 238
teaspoons of sugar each
week – often without even
knowing it. Indeed a large
proportion of our deadly
sugar intake is hidden
within seemingly innocent
snacks and foods such as
soups, yoghurts and ready
meals.
With absolutely no nutritional value and being
proven to be a major factor
in causing obesity and diabetes both in the UK and
worldwide, it’s never been
more important for us to
pay attention to the secret
sugars that are sneaking
their way into our daily
diets – we’re sure that if
you knew the extent sugar
was really harming your
body, you couldn’t look at a
mars bar in the same way
again.
It’s the number one
cause of premature
wrinkles
“Too much sugar consumption forms a process
called glycation and end
products called AGEs (yes
it does what it says!), says
expert Nutritionist Eve
Kalinik. “This affects the
structure and flexibility of
proteins and the most vulnerable of these in the
skin are collagen and

sugar children
consume,
parents told

elastin which are the ones
needed for plump and
firmness. This also leaves
the skin much more susceptible to the effects of
environmental damage
too.”
It harms your hormones
“Sugar upsets your hormone levels, so watch out
if you’ve discovered you
have imbalances such as
PCOS – (Polycistic
Ovarian Syndrome),
Endometriosis or heavy
periods, says expert
Nutritionist Vicki Edgson.
“While you might crave
chocolate prior to your period for the magnesium it
contains to relax cramping muscles, choose dark
low-sugar chocolate which
is more likely to help,
without harming at the
same time.”
It drains your energy
“Sugar deprives you of
energy, rather than contributing to increased
amounts. Athletes in particular, know this. Eating
high sugar foods prior to a
race or hurdles only slows
you down. Susannah
Taylor found this on her
training towards her
triathlon, and Sarah Vine
can vouch for this when
she experienced her various delvings into diets
that don’t work.”Vicki recommends snacking on an
apple, core and all if you’re
looking for a little lift.
“Plenty of fibre combined
with the inherent glucose
in a food is the best way to
‘get your fix’ – with the
glucose being released
more slowly and consistently.”
It’s like an addiction
“Sugar is highly addictive since it affects satiety
hormones (the ones that
tell us we are full) and
that’s why we continue to
eat it,” says nutritionist
Eve Kalinik. “It also stimulates dopamine in the
brain, giving that pleas-

ure effect, so with the two
together it can be a pretty
difficult habit to break!”
It rots your gums
Not just a danger to
your teeth, sugar also
hugely contributes to the
rotting of your gums.“This
in turn then leads to gingivitis and causes your
teeth to fall out,” says
Vicki. She advises chewing parsley to naturally
sweeten your breath and
strengthen up the gums.
It can be highly
disruptive for the
immune system
“Sugar feeds the yeasts
in our guts,” says Eve.
“Since 80 per cent of the
immune system resides in
the gut, it’s important to
maintain a healthy balance of the good bacteria
so we can fight off viruses
and bugs.”
It makes you sweat
“Sugar makes you
sweat more profusely, and
it isn’t a sweet odour either. As sugar is a toxin,
the body will try to get rid
of it anyway it can, and it
won’t just be through the
sweat glands in your
armpits.” Nutritionist
Vicki Edgson recommends
using natural deodorant
to stay protected and eating fresh fruit rather than
dried.
It can lead to heart
disease
“Sugar can be a significant contributor to heart

disease since it
increases triglycerides, VLDL cholesterol, insulin resistance
and also leading to thickening of the arterial
walls,” says Eve. All major
risk factors.
Sugar makes you…
break wind
The more you eat,
ahem, the worse the
stench, aside from being
just feeling bloated and
uncomfortable. “Sugar
feeds the pathogenic bacteria in your gut, leading
to cravings for more of the
same,” says Vicki. “Don’t
eat probiotic yoghurt,
which simply has added
sugars to ‘feed the good
bacteria’ – it’s nonsense!
Take a good quality probiotic supplement such as
Optibac or Biokult, which
provide you with multiple
strains.”
It dries out your skin
“Refined
sugar
(bleached, blanched, and
anything ending in ‘ose’
such as fructose, galactose, sucrose) all cause dehydration to skin cells, resulting in that crepey,
thin-looking skin that is
anything but healthy,”
says Vicki Edgson.
“Sugars bind to the essential fatty acids that make
up the outer layer of our
skin cells, preventing the
nutrients getting in, and
the toxins getting out.
So, rather than spending fortunes on skincare
remedies, why not cut
back on your sugars, and
treat yourself to a great
facial every month – far
better value.”

PARENTS are being encouraged to cut back on
the amount of sugar they
feed children in a new
health campaign.
The Public Health
England
(PHE)
Change4Life campaign
offers “sugar swap” tips,
including swapping ice
cream for yoghurt and
sugary drinks for sugarfree alternatives.
Health guidelines advise that 10 per cent of a
person’s energy or calorie intake should be
made up of sugar.
But officials fear children between four and 10
are consuming far more.
‘Health impact’
Professor
Kevin
Fenton, national director
of health and well-being
at PHE, said: “Reducing
sugar intake is important for the health of our
children both now and in
the future. We are all eating too much sugar and
the impact this has on
our health is evident.
“This campaign is
about taking small steps
to address this. We know
from past campaigns
that making simple
swaps works and makes
a real difference.”
Meanwhile,
a
Netmums survey suggests two-thirds of parents are worried about
the amount of sugar in
their children’s diets.
Nearly half believe
their family consumes
too much sugar, the survey also indicates.
Eating too much sugar
can lead to obesity which
can cause heart disease,

cancer and type 2 diabetes in later life.
It can also cause dental
problems.
The
Epidemiology
Programme for England
found tooth decay was
one of the most common
reasons for hospital admissions in children aged
five to nine in 2012-13.
Further, figures found
more than one in five
(22.5 per cent) children
in reception class were
classified as overweight
or obese in 2013/2014.
The Health and Social
Care Information Centre
figures also suggested
over a third (33.5 per
cent) of those in year 6
were overweight or obese
the same year.
Ahead of the campaign
launch, PHE worked
with Netmums and the
University of Reading to
advise 50 families on
sugar swaps.
It found on average
their sugar intake was
reduced by 40 per cent
over a month.
Guidelines recommend
sugars added to food
should not amount to
more than 10 per cent of
an adult’s daily calorie
intake, but government
scientists say the target
should be reduced to 5
per cent.
This lower target
would mean a sugar
limit of 25g for women
(five to six teaspoons)
and 35g (seven to eight
teaspoons) for men,
based on the average
diet.
A typical can of fizzy
drink contains about
nine teaspoons of sugar.

Fair to partly cloudy and windy
with brief scattered showers.
High: 5:00 a.m.
& 4:34 p.m.
LONDON: 08°C CLOUDY
BOSTON: -02°C FAIR
MONTREAL: -16°C PARTLY CLOUDY
TORONTO: -12°C FAIR
NEW YORK: 01°C PARTLY CLOUDY
MIAMI: 28°C PARTLY CLOUDY

Yesterday: 0.0 mm
For the Month: 3.9 mm
For the Year: 3.9 mm

Low: 10:12 a.m.
& 11:02 p.m.
6:23 a.m.

5:46 p.m.

Max: 28.8 °C
Min: 23.4 °C
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Charges laid
against T’dad
police officer
– who assaulted handicapped man
P O R T- O F - S P A I N ,
Trinidad – A female
police officer who was
among two officers
caught
on
video
physically assaulting a
man in wheelchair, has
been slapped with two
charges of causing
malicious damage and
assault by beating.
Her male counterpart is
to face an identification
parade Saturday before
any move is made for
charges to be laid against
him.
The incident is reported
to have taken place over
the last weekend in San
Fernando, south of Port-ofSpain, and the video shows
a plain clothes officer
slapping the unidentified
man in the wheelchair,
while a police woman is
seen disengaging the
brakes on the wheel chair
and pushing it into the
road.
Southern
Division
Senior Supt Cecil Santana
has described the actions of
the people in the video as a
disgrace to the Police
Service.
National
Security
Minister Gary Griffith said

he knew of the video and
the matter was being
investigated.
The issue has also been
condemned
by
the
National Centre for
Disabilities.
Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) Roger
Gaspard last Friday night
gave members of the
Professional Standards
Bureau the go ahead to lay
two criminal charges
against the female Special
Reserve Police (SRP)
officer.
The video footage
showed 46-year-old Robbie
Ramcharitar, a paraplegic
having his wheelchair
pushed
down the roadway in
traffic by a uniformed
female officer.
However, Ramcharitar
was also urged by the man
filming the video to “drive
back up the road”. It was
after doing so that
Ramcharitar
was
approached by the male
officer, dressed in civilian
wear, who slapped him
across the face and head
three times.
The video went viral on
Facebook resulting in

A video showing Robbie
Ramcharitar in a
wheelchair being shoved
against the flow of
traffic along High
Street, San Fernando, by
a woman police officer
and then allegedly being
slapped by a man in a
blue and white striped
jersey went viral on
social networks.

many expressing outrage
over the incident, with
some citizens calling for
the immediate dismissal of
the officers.

US monitoring former
Iranian national with
St. Kitts-Nevis passport
WASHINGTON D.C.,
United States – The United
States Department of
Treasury says it is
following closely the
activities of a former
Iranian national, who now
holds a St. Kitts-Nevis
passport
and
was
“responsible for converting
foreign currency into US
bank notes”.
The
Treasury
Department said that
Hossein Zeidi, 49, is among
nine individuals and
entities under various
Iran-related authorities
under surveillance for their
“support of Iranian
government sanctions
evasion efforts and human

rights-related abusers,
including those engaged in
censorship”.
It said that Heidi holds a
St. Kitts and Nevis
passport,
number
RE0003553 and he carries
the alias Hosein Zeidi and
Hossein Mansour Zeidi. He
has a United Arab Emirate
(UAE)
national
identification number
444169. The US Treasury
Department gave no
details as to how Zeidi had
in his possession a St.
Kitts-Nevis passport, but
the twin island Federation
provides citizenship to
foreigners who provide
significant investments to
the island.

The
Treasury
Department said Zeidi was
“responsible for converting
foreign currency into US
bank notes. The Iranian
government contracted
with Zeidi and Seyed
Kamal Yasini to convert
Iranian
funds
denominated in nonIranian local currency into
US dollars,” the Treasury
Department said.
“To
date,
these
individuals and their
network have effected the
delivery of hundreds of
millions of dollars in US
dollar bank notes to the
Iranian government in
violation of E.O. 13622,” it
added.

Former National Security Minister
drowns at Tobago beach
SCARBOROUGH
–
Former national security
minister Martin Joseph
drowned yesterday while
swimming at a Tobago
beach, police have
confirmed.
However, the police said
they were not releasing
any details as yet
regarding the death of
Joseph, who served as
cabinet minister in the
Patrick
Manning
government from 2001.
“I just got information
that the body has been
recovered and in fact it is
the case he has indeed
drowned earlier this
morning and of course
everybody is in shock and
traumatised,” said the
Chief Secretary of the
Tobago House of Assembly
(THA), Orville London.
London, a deputy leader
of the main opposition
People’s
National
Movement
(PNM)
speaking on radio, said
that Joseph, who served
as
parliamentary
representative for the St.
Ann’s East Constituency
from 1995-2002 and was
appointed Minister of
National Security in
November 2003, was
holidaying with a friend
and was not in Tobago on
party business.
Joseph, who held a
Masters Degree in
Economics from the

Former national security minister, Martin Joseph.

University of Maryland,
College Park, in the
United States, also
graduated
with
a
Bachelor of Arts in
Geography and Regional
Science:
Minor
in
Economics from the
George
Washington
University, Washington

D.C. and held an Associate
Degree
in
Marine
Sciences, University of the
District of Columbia,
Washington, D.C.
He was also a lecturer in
Strategic Management at
the Institute of Business
of the University of the
West Indies.
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Venezuelan leader Maduro
seeks economic help on tour
V E N E Z U E L A N
President
Nicolas
Maduro is beginning an
international tour to try
to stem the impact of
falling oil prices and a
deepening recession.
Maduro goes first to
China – a major source of
loans for Venezuela – for
talks with the Chinese
President, Xi Jinping.

He will then travel to
various Opec member
countries to press for cuts
in oil output that would
boost prices.
Venezuelan oil prices
have dropped by half since
June.
The country gets most of
its foreign currency from oil
exports and is estimated to
have the largest oil

reserves in the world.
Before he left Venezuela
Maduro announced a
number
of
new
mechanisms aimed at
addressing the country’s
economic crisis.
He said he would create
a strategic reserve, appoint
a new board to run the
organisation that manages
currency
exchange

controls, and create new
agencies to manage the
distribution
of
commodities.
President Maduro has
said his country is suffering
the consequences of an
economic war launched by
US President Barack
Obama “to destroy” the oil
producers’ cartel, Opec.
He has also accused the

US of flooding the markets
with oil as part of an
economic war against
Russia. The Venezuelan
opposition blames the
country’s economic crisis
and shortages of many
staples, such as corn oil and
milk, on the socialist
policies of Mr Maduro and
his late predecessor, Hugo
Chavez.

President Maduro announced an economic recovery programme before heading to China.

Rios Montt faces Guatemala genocide retrial
THE retrial on genocide
charges of Guatemala’s exmilitary ruler General
Efrain Rios Montt has
begun.
The 88-year-old was
wheeled into court on a
stretcher, with his lawyer
saying he was suffering
from poor health.
The general was found
guilty in 2013 of ordering
the mass killing of
indigenous people in the
early 1980s, but his
conviction was later
overturned.
It is the first time that a
former head of state has
faced genocide charges in a
court in his own country.
Gen Rios Montt and his
former intelligence chief,
Gen Jose Rodriguez, were
tried in 2013 on charges of
ordering the army to carry
out a series of massacres in
which 1 771 people of the
Ixil Maya ethnic group

Graffiti on a wall in Guatemala reads ‘There was genocide’ next to a picture of
ex-ruler Gen Rios Montt.

were killed.
Over three days in the
early 1980s, soldiers

systematically killed
hundreds of men, women
and children, shooting or

bludgeoning them to death
and throwing bodies down
a well.

Gen Rodriguez was
acquitted while Gen Rios
Montt was found guilty and
sentenced to 80 years in
prison. Less than two
weeks after Gen Rios
Montt’s
conviction,
Guatemala’s highest court
threw out the verdicts and
ordered a retrial, arguing
that the accused had been
left without a lawyer at key
stages of the trial.
The ruling annulled
everything that had
happened in the trial after
19 April 2013,the day when
the defence team was
expelled for accusing the
presiding judge of failing to
hear its legal challenges.
Gen Rios Montt and Gen
Rodriguez have been under
house arrest since.
Gen Rodriguez arrived at
the tribunal in Guatemala
City in a wheelchair on
Monday saying that he did
not fear a renewed trial.

Pope names
20 cardinals,
many from
developing
world
VATICAN CITY – Pope
Francis named 20 new
cardinals, a majority of
them from Africa, Asia
and Latin America,
increasingly key areas as
the Roman Catholic
Church’s support shifts
from its traditional
European stronghold.
Fifteen of the new
cardinals – considered
“princes of the church” –
are under the age of 80,
meaning they are eligible
to join the conclave which
will elect the pope’s
successor.
In announcing the new
voting cardinals on
Sunday, Pope Francis
said they come “from 14
countries from every
continent (and) manifest
the indissoluble links
between the Church of
Rome” and churches
around the world.
The list of newly
named cardinals includes
three from Africa, five
from Latin America as
well as a combined total
of five from Asia and the
Pacific.
Bishop Soane Patita
Paini Mafi of Tonga
becomes
the
first
cardinal from the
Polynesian archipelago.
At 53, he will also be the
youngest.
John Dew, Archbishop
of Wellington, who also
made the list, described
Mafi’s appointment as
“great news” for the
region.
“Although we are
geographically far from
much of the world, Pope
Francis has gone to the
periphery of the world to
name new cardinals,” he
said in a statement.
Meanwhile Archbishop
Daniel Sturla, only the
second Uruguayan to be
appointed a cardinal,
said he was “shocked” by
honour, which comes less
than a year after he was
appointed archbishop of
Montevideo.
The pope’s choice of a
Haitian cardinal in
February was also a first
for the church.
Despite the variety of
nations represented in
the pope’s new choices,
Europeans
still
accounted for the single
largest group with
seven, including three
Italians.
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Grand juror in Darren Wilson case sues for right to speak out
A MEMBER of the secret
grand jury that declined to
indict Ferguson Police
Officer Darren Wilson in
the November shooting of
Michael Brown is suing
prosecutor Robert McCulloch for the right to speak
out about the proceedings.
While grand jurors are
prohibited by law from discussing cases in which
they are involved, a plaintiff identified only as
“Grand Juror Doe” claimed
in a lawsuit filed in federal
court yesterday that
McCulloch has mischaracterised some of the evidence presented to the
grand jury. The grand jury
declined to charge Wilson
with any crimes in connection with the August 9,
2014, fatal shooting of
Brown, 18.
“In Plaintiff’s view, the
current information available about the grand jurors’ views is not entirely
accurate – especially the
implication that all grand
jurors believed that there
was no support for any
charges,” the lawsuit says.
“Moreover, the public

characterisation of the
grand jurors’ view of witnesses and evidence does
not accord with Plaintiff’s
own.”
Under Missouri state
law, it would be a misdemeanour for a grand juror
to discuss a case in which
he or she participated, but
the suit requests that this
juror be granted that right,
arguing that it could “contribute to the current public dialogue concerning
race relations.”
“Grand Juror Doe’s perspective can and should
help inform a way forward
here in Missouri,” said
Jeffrey Mittman, executive
director of the ACLU of
Missouri, which is representing the grand juror.
Questions raised
“The ACLU will fight to
allow this important voice
to be heard by the public
and lawmakers so that we
can begin the healing
process that can only result from fact-based reforms,” he said in a statement.
Reached yesterday

morning, a spokesman for
McCulloch declined to
comment.
The lawsuit is the latest
development in a steady
stream of challenges to McCulloch and his handling
of the Brown shooting.
In the days after the
shooting, protest groups
raised questions about
McCulloch’s relationship
with local law enforcement

agencies. They noted that
he has deep family ties to
local police departments
and that his father, a police
officer, was shot and killed
on duty.
“This argument is silly.
They keep bringing up my
father who was killed in
the line of duty,” McCulloch told The Post in
September. “The pain was
because I lost my father. It

didn’t matter that he was
an officer…. It shaped my
life. If anything, it made
me a strong advocate for
the victims of violence.”
McCulloch has not been
without defenders. Prominent lawyers and politicians in Missouri have
rushed to his defence, insisting he would be fair.
Gov. Jay Nixon (D), decided
against asking McCulloch

to step aside so a special
prosecutor could be appointed.
As the case drew national and international
attention — with protests
at times turning violent
and police responding by
deploying tear gas and arresting hundreds — McCulloch vowed to release
grand jury transcripts and
other documents.

Son questioned in hedge fund manager’s death
THE son of a wealthy
Manhattan hedge fund
manager was being questioned by the police yesterday after his father was
found mortally wounded
with a gunshot to his head
at his Beekman Place
apartment.
The son,Thomas Gilbert
Jr., 30, was taken into police custody after the
shooting on Sunday of his
70-year-old father,Thomas
Gilbert, the police said. No
charges have been filed,
but a police official said the
case was being investi-

gated as a homicide.
According to the initial
investigation, it appears
that the victim’s son arrived at his parents’
eighth-floor apartment in
Manhattan sometime on
Sunday. At that time, both
the 70-year-old man and
his wife were at home, the
official said.
At one point, the mother
left the home, the official
said. Sometime after that,
a neighbour heard a single gunshot coming from
the Gilberts’ apartment;
the son was then seen leav-

ing the building.
The mother returned
home around 3:30 p.m. to
find her husband in the
bedroom, mortally wounded, the official said.
The police searched for
the victim’s son and found
him “holed up” in his own
home, on West 18th Street
in Manhattan.
The Emergency Service
Unit responded and officers, in heavily clad armour, broke the door down,
the official said.
The son was taken to the
17th Precinct station, and

yesterday morning was
still being questioned in
the case.
Investigators have reason to believe the gun
found at the shooting scene
– a .40-calibre Glock handgun – belongs to the son,
though the weapon is still
being analysed. It is unclear if the weapon is officially registered in the
son’s name, the official
said, and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
is running a trace of the
weapon.

Greek oil tanker bombed in Libyan port of Derna
LIBYAN air force jets
have bombed a Greekoperated oil tanker
chartered by Libya’s
national oil company,
killing two crew members.
A Libyan military
spokesman said that the
ship’s movements at the
port of Derna had aroused
suspicion.
The oil company rejected
this, saying the ship was
delivering fuel to industrial facilities there and
the authorities had been
kept informed.
Derna has been controlled by Islamist militants for the past two
years.
The Libyan military attacked the port several
times last year in an attempt to weaken militant
groups there.
The military spokesman, Colonel Ahmed
Mesmari, said the tanker
had been targeted because
it had failed to submit to
an inspection before entering the port.
He said the vessel was
supposed to dock at a
power plant in Derna but
instead “took a different
route”, entering a “military
zone”.
“We asked the ship to
stop, but instead it turned
off all its lights and would

The Libyan military has been battling Islamist militias, which have seized control of several cities.

not respond so we were
obliged to strike it.
“We bombed it twice,” he
said.
Libya’s National Oil
Corporation said the
tanker had picked up
13 000 tonnes of heavy fuel
oil in Brega, a port south of

Libya’s second city,
Benghazi, which it was
due to deliver to a power
plant and water purification facility in Derna.
It said the vessel was attacked before it could enter
the port to unload its
cargo.

There were 26 crew
members on board the
ship,Araevo, including nationals from the Philippines, Greece and Romania.
Two were injured in
Sunday’s attack, in addition to those killed.

The Liberian-flagged
tanker is operated by an
Athens-based shipping
company,Aegean Shipping
Enterprises Company.
The company said there
was no leakage of oil and it
was assessing the damage.
Col Mesmari said the

vessel had been bringing
Islamist fighters to Derna.
“We had warned any
ship not to dock at the port
without prior permission,”
he was quoted as saying.
The National Oil Corporation did not comment
on the allegation but said
the bombing of the tanker
would have a “very negative” impact on oil shipping
from Libyan ports.
It said it remained neutral in the conflict in Libya
and the incident would
hinder its ability to maintain supplies within the
local market.
Libya has been in chaos
since its long-time leader,
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, was overthrown with
Western military help in
2011.
Numerous militias govern their own patches of
territory, with successive
governments struggling to
exercise control.
The competition for power and resources has led
to frequent fighting and
battles to control facilities,
including ports, linked to
Libya’s oil industry.
The internationally
recognised government is
based in Tobruk, near the
Egyptian border, having
been expelled from the
capital,Tripoli, by militias
in 2014.
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Jury selection begins in Tsarnaev case
JURT selection has begun
in the US trial of Boston
Marathon bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev,
who is accused of killing
three people and injuring
more than 260 in April
2013.
Tsarnaev faces the possibility of the death
penalty if he is convicted of
detonating a pair of homemade bombs.
The attack near the
marathon’s finish line was
the largest on American
soil since 9/11.
Tsarnaev has pleaded
not guilty to all 30 charges
against him.
His trial is expected to
last at least three months.
Jury selection alone is
expected to take several
weeks as Judge George
O’Toole selects 12 jurors
and six alternates from
about 1 200 prospective jurors who have been summoned to the court in
Boston.
The process could be
made more complicated if

potential jurors express
objections to the death
penalty.
Testimony is unlikely to
begin until February, the
Boston Globe reported,
and a verdict may not be
announced until late
spring or early summer.
Tarnaev’s lawyers say
they have not had sufficient time to prepare for
the trial.
They also argue that appointing impartial jurors
in the same city where the
bombs were detonated is
impossible.
Correspondents say the
prosecution will be one of
the most important for the
government since Timothy
McVeigh was sentenced to
death in 1997 for detonating a truck bomb in
Oklahoma City two years
earlier.
Dzhokhar and his brother Tamerlan Tsarnaev
lived in the Massachusetts
town of Cambridge, home
to Harvard University,
after emigrating to the US

Boston bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

in 2002 from the Caucasus
region of southern Russia.
The prosecution will
argue that the brothers set

off the bombs as an act of
retaliation against the US
for its military action in
Muslim countries.

Boko Haram killed
dozens seizing Nigerian
town and army base
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria –
Boko Haram killed dozens
of civilians and at least 11
soldiers when the militants took control of a
Nigerian town and army
base on the shores of Lake
Chad at the weekend, a
military source and witnesses said yesterday.
The Islamists attacked
the northeastern town of
Baga and the barracks on
its outskirts on Saturday,
potentially providing a
launchpad for more attacks in Nigeria and
neighbouring countries.
Lying at the end of a
semi-desert road, Baga is
the headquarters of a
multinational force comprising troops from Niger,
Nigeria, Chad and Cameroon, all of touch which
Lake Chad, though only
Nigerian troops are usually stationed in the town.

Troops fled the area
after Boko Haram took
over the base.
Witnesses who escaped
to the bush ran past the
bodies of soldiers and civilians along the way.
“I was hiding on a tree
top since that Saturday
night until this morning
at 3 a.m.,” Abubakar Usman, a Baga resident, said
by telephone. “Women in
a nearby house brought us
water and food. We snuck
out and on our way, we
saw lots of dead soldiers
and 10 bodies of women.”
A military source said at
least 11 soldiers had been
killed along with a large
number of civilians
around the town, which
was still in the militants’
hands yesterday. He said
they set fire to houses and
shot at residents as they
tried to flee.

Tail, black boxes
of doomed
AirAsia jet may
be located
A SEARCH vessel may
have located the section of doomed AirAsia
Flight 8501 that contains the black box
voice and data recorders, authorities said
yesterday.
“We found what has a
high probability of being
the tail of the plane,”Yayan
Sofyan, commander of
Indonesian Navy ship KRI
Bung Tomo, said at a news
conference. He said the tail
should contain the black
boxes – the flight data and
voice recorders. His vessel
was able to recover other
debris that was handed
over to authorities, he said.
Indonesian authorities
did not immediately confirm the discovery. “I am
not saying it’s the tail yet,”
said Bambang Soelistyo,
head of the National
Search and Rescue Agency.
“That is suspected. Now
we are trying to confirm
it.”
Rainy, foggy weather has
hamstrung search efforts
for the wreckage of the
Airbus A320-200, which
plunged into the murky
waters of the Java Sea on

December 28 with 162 people on board.
So far 37 bodies have
been recovered. Sonar has
detected what appears to
be several large pieces of
the plane in the water.
None had been found by
divers, whose efforts have
been constantly delayed by
the weather.
Also yesterday, Indonesia announced sanctions
against airport officials
who allowed AirAsia
Flight 8501 to take off
without proper permits
from Surabaya, Indonesia,
bound for Singapore.
The Transportation Ministry said it suspended
the operator of the Sura-baya airport as well as several control tower officials.
In addition, the licenses
and schedules of all airlines flying into Indonesia
will be scrutinised.
The plane was travelling
on a Sunday. Officials have
since said its permit for the
popular route was only for
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, and
that AirAsia quietly
switched three of those
days.

On Sunday divers found “zero visibility” as they went down to investigate debris.

Men charged in US in attempted Gambia coup
WASHINGTON – Two
men have been charged in
the United States with
conspiring to help overthrow the government in
the tiny West African nation of Gambia, federal
prosecutors said yesterday.
Both men were in custody and were expected to
make court appearances
yesterday in Baltimore

and Minneapolis.
The charges stem from a
December 30 coup attempt
in the former British
colony, which came as the
long-time ruler was away.
Gambian President Yahya
Jammeh, who has since returned to the country,
blamed “terrorist groups”
for the coup attempt and
alleged that plotters had

received backing from foreign countries.
Prosecutors say the two
men, Cherno Njie and
Papa Faal, travelled separately from the United
States to Gambia to participate in the unrest there.
They later returned to the
US and are now in custody.
Human rights activists
have long criticised the

Gambian government for
targeting political opponents, journalists and gays
and lesbians. The US government recently removed
Gambia from a trade
agreement in response to
human rights abuses, including a law signed in
October that imposes life
imprisonment for some homosexual acts.
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY
ARIES (March 21-April 19) - Take creative
risks, but not financial ones. Don’t believe what
you hear from a salesperson: “Be like the 1
percent.” Check the terms and conditions before
you sign.
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TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Keep going –
you’re headed for a milestone. Someone is
watching you and learning from your methods.
Tonight, negotiate the fine line between rushing
and doing things quickly.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - You’ll act in
accordance with your clothes. Use this power to
your advantage today, and dress the way you
want yourself to behave. There’s a large chunk
of work to be done and a small amount of time
in which to do it.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Counterintuitive
methods could be very effective. It’s one of
those times when you may have to lose to win
or drop out in order to gain ground. A certain
someone is proving to be a friend, dear and
true.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Practice positive
thinking. A sunny attitude will reduce your
overall stress level and help you stay focused on
your top priorities. The afternoon will bring a
nifty professional development.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Dive in and do the
hard work. As you focus on your career, things
will automatically get better in your
relationships, too. Tonight, you’ll gain the upper
hand in a situation that felt out of control.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - You don’t have to
settle. If you dare to hold out for something
grand – something resembling the books you
have read and the fantasy life of your daydreams
– you won’t be disappointed
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Though you
have a wealth of experience in the world, there
are ways in which you are still innocent. It will
be apparent to you how much you have to learn,
and the day will bring a good teacher, too.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - The
holidays were great for your spirits, but not for
your bank balance. It’s an excellent time to do
some financial planning for the year ahead. You
will make your goals quietly and let your actions
speak to them.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Make a
game out of the more tedious aspects of work.
Because you are so good at creating fun, people
want to be around you. There will be someone
you need to forgive tonight.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Someone who
has taken a ride on the roller coaster of love will
be able to appreciate your impressive emotional
evenness as you overlook minor grievances in
favor of the big picture.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You’ll put in
more work than the others on your team. It’s not
fair, but it’s what’s necessary for the group win.
Note: Gossip will be harmful. Stay away from
it if you can. You won’t be able to trust what you
hear.
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Two killed after another
building collapses in Kenya
KENYA’S president ordered an
audit of all buildings in the capital yesterday after an eightstory residential building collapsed, killing at least two people in the city’s second deadly
collapse in a month caused by
bad construction, officials said.
In December, eight people
died when a building collapsed
in Kaloleni, another lower-income area of Nairobi.
“The president is appalled
that the building falls in a pattern of many structures across
the country, that have been con-

structed without adherence to
the basic laws and regulations
governing housing development,” said President Uhuru
Kenyatta’s spokesman, Manoah
Esipisu.
A high demand for housing in
Nairobi means some property
developers often bypass building regulations to cut costs and
maximise profits. Architectural
Society of Kenya has estimated
that 50 per cent of structures in
Nairobi are not up to code.
The president expects a full
investigation into the develop-

ers and anyone else involved in
the approval of the collapsed
building’s construction, Esipisu
said, adding that those found
culpable should be charged in
court.
One of the victims in Sunday’s
building collapse died on arrival
at the hospital, and a child’s
body was retrieved from the rubble in the lower-income Huruma
area, Nairobi police chief
Benson Kibue said. Rescuers
saved 38 people, he said, and the
military assisted in the search
for survivors.

Underage sex claims against
Prince Andrew, Dershowitz
blasted as ‘false’
BUCKINGHAM Palace came
out swinging yesterday against
allegations that Prince Andrew
had sex with an underage girl.
Prominent US attorney Alan
Dershowitz, facing a similar accusation, did the same in an interview.
“It is emphatically denied that
the Duke of York had any form of
sexual contact or relationship
with Virginia Roberts.Any claim
to the contrary is false and without foundation,” Buckingham
Palace said in a new statement.

Bangladesh’s ruling party and opposition activists faced-off in the streets yesterday, marking the anniversary of last year’s controversial elections. Opposition leader Khaleda Zia refuses to call off rallies.

Four shot dead in Bangladesh on
election anniversary
DHAKA, Bangladesh –
Clashes between police and
opposition activists and a
separate attack by unidentified gunmen left at least four
people dead in Bangladesh
yesterday amid heightened
tensions on the anniversary
of elections boycotted by a
major opposition alliance
last year.
Two men on a motorbike
opened fire on a group of antigovernment activists in northwestern Bangladesh, killing two,
while two others died in separate clashes elsewhere.
The shooting took place in
Natore district, 160 kilometres
(100 miles) northwest of the capital, Dhaka, which has remained
largely cut off from the rest of
the country since Sunday, said
Aminul Haque, a leader of the
local unit of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party.
Police would not immediately
confirm the identities of the
dead, but Haque said they were
activists from the party’s student wing. The identities of the
two men on the motorbike were
not immediately known.
Separately, police and ruling
party activists clashed with opposition activists in the northwestern districts of Rajshahi
and Chapainawabganj, leaving
two others dead and dozens injured, including police, police
said.
In both cases, police opened
fire and used tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse stonethrowing activists who attempted to march, ignoring a police
ban.
Similar violence was reported
in the northeastern district of
Chittagong, where the opposi-

tion said at least 300 party activists were arrested.
The January 5 elections last
year were boycotted by a major
opposition alliance led by former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.
Tensions heated up recently after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League party said
it would hold rallies to celebrate
the anniversary, while Zia – her
archrival – announced that antigovernment protests would take
place.
The violence, which follows a
year of relative calm since last
year’s elections, demonstrates
that the country’s politics remain deeply divided.
Zia denounced yesterday’s police actions and asked her supporters to continue road, rail and
waterway blockades across the
country for an indefinite period.
Hasina, meanwhile, urged the

opposition in a televised address
to shun violence.
Speaking to activists from her
party’s student wing on Sunday,
Hasina criticised Zia, saying it
was a mistake to boycott last
year’s elections and accusing her
of destabilising the country. Zia’s
party boycotted the elections because it said they would be
rigged.
Police on Sunday banned all
rallies in Dhaka and prevented
Zia from leaving her office, while
dozens of opposition activists
were detained across the country. Police said they cordoned off
Zia’s Dhaka office as part of enhanced security steps.
Police erected barbed wire
fences and parked sand-filled
trucks at entry points leading to
Zia’s house, and a large number
of security personnel surrounded the area yesterday.

Dershowitz went further, saying the accuser should go to jail
and the lawyers representing
her should be disbarred. He’s
never even met Roberts, he said.
“I am telling the truth and I
can prove it. They are lying, and
I can prove it,” he stated.
“This is a zero sum game.
Either I’ll end up being disabarred and criminally charged
or they will be. There’s no grey
area here.”
Dershowitz said he was filing
a sworn affidavit yesterday
denying the accusations, and
was filing a motion “to intervene
in the case.” His legal team is
“preparing disbarment and disciplinary papers,” he said.
He challenged Roberts to
charge him with rape, the “most
serious crime anyone can imagine. If she does, she will go to jail
for filing a false rape charge.”
Dershowitz offered to waive the
statute of limitations and “any
immunity.”
He also challenged Roberts’ attorneys to make their accusation
in public, rather than through a
“privileged legal document”.
“They will not state on your
show, ‘Alan Dershowitz had sex
with this woman,’ “ Dershowitz
said. “Because if they do that,
they’re in court the very next day
being sued for defamation for
$100 million.”

China lodges
protest after
North Korea
man kills 4
CHINA has protested to North
Korea following reports that an
army deserter killed four people
in a Chinese border city.
The soldier crossed the border
in late December, stealing
money and food before killing
residents in Helong, local media
reported.
He was later arrested north of
the Tumen River that divides
China and North Korea.
The river has been used for
years by people trying to flee
North Korea.
The Chinese foreign ministry
gave no details about the incident, but said it has lodged a
protest with North Korea.
“China’s public security bureau will handle the case according to law,” a ministry spokeswoman said, suggesting the suspect will be prosecuted in China
rather than handed back to
Pyongyang.
It is not unknown for North
Koreans to cross the porous border into China in search of food.
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Facility opens to safeguard
the future of chocolate
A NEW facility has opened in
Reading, to safeguard the future
of chocolate.
It is a bigger and better clearing
house for all the world’s new cocoa
varieties, which must be quarantined
before they can be grown.
Demand for chocolate is increasing
faster than the global supply of cocoa,
of which an estimated 30 per cent is
lost to pests and disease each year.
New varieties are key to solving this
problem, and the International Cocoa
Quarantine Centre is the gatekeeper.

Since 1985, when the University of
Reading took over the job from the
Royal Botanical Gardens in Kew, all
new cocoa seeds and plants have
passed through a facility in Shinfield,
a few miles from the university.
“One of the principal issues
concerning cocoa improvement is the
supply of reliably clean, healthy,
interesting cocoa material,” said Prof
Paul Hadley, the cocoa project leader
at the University of Reading.
“You need some mechanism to make
sure that if you are transferring the

stuff, you’re not transferring pests and
diseases.”
The centre’s £1m purpose-built new
home has been operating for a month.
It consolidates the collection of 400
varieties into a single, improved
greenhouse and should make the
quarantine process faster, cheaper and
greener.
“We use a lot of energy keeping the
cocoa plants in tropical conditions, and
we can do that much more efficiently
in this new facility,” Prof Hadley told
the BBC.

Cocoa quarantine shifted from the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, to Reading in 1985.

US GAO rejects
protest of space
taxi deal with
Boeing, SpaceX
CAPE CANAVERAL – The
Government Accountability Office
rejected Sierra Nevada Corp’s protest of
$6.8 billion in contracts that NASA
awarded to Boeing Co and Space
Exploration Technologies to develop
and fly commercial space taxis, officials
for the congressional watchdog said
yesterday.
The contracts, awarded in September,
include test flights to the International
Space Station and from two to six
operational missions per company.
Boeing’s contract was $4.2 billion.
SpaceX, as the privately owned firm is
known, was awarded a $2.6 billion
contract.
The space taxis will allow NASA to
fly US astronauts to the space station,
about 260 miles (418 km) above Earth.
Since the space shuttle was retired in
2011, NASA has had to purchase rides
with station partner Russia for $63
million per person.
Sierra Nevada objected to NASA’s
selection of Boeing because its price tag
was $900 million more than Sierra
Nevada’s. It also argued that NASA
failed to follow its own procurement
guidelines, which emphasised safety
and price over schedule.
The GAO, an independent nonpartisan agency, said that despite
Boeing’s higher price, NASA considered
the aerospace company’s proposal the
strongest of all three “in terms of
technical approach, management
approach, and past performance.”
The GAO also noted that SpaceX’s
bid for its contract was lower than
Sierra Nevada’s, and that NASA
“ultimately concluded that SpaceX’s
lower price made it a better value” than
Sierra Nevada’s offer.

Heavy rain storm in west Australia raises cyclone threat
SYDNEY – A tropical low pressure
system is bringing heavy rain and
floods to northwest Australia, with a
chance of up to 50 per cent that it
could strengthen into a tropical
cyclone by Wednesday, weather
forecasters say.
Each year, cyclones close shipping
lanes and disrupt mining of hundreds
of millions of tonnes of iron ore, coal,
sugar and other commodities in

Australia.
The low is moving slowly
westwards and the risk of a cyclone is
dependent on whether the low moves
over open water for long enough, the
Australian Bureau of Meteorology
said.
In the state of Western Australia,
such storms, packing minimum
sustained winds of 63 km per hour,
frequently disrupt mining and

loading at ports accounting for more
than a fifth of the world’s seaborne
trade in iron ore.
The likelihood of the system
intensifying into a cyclone rises from
five per cent on Tuesday to between
20 per cent and 50 per cent on
Wednesday, it said.
However, the most likely track will
keep the low over land or too close to
the coast to enable a cyclone to

develop, the bureau said.
Last season ten tropical storms
reached cyclone strength on the east
and west coasts, just under the
national average of 11. The last time
the number of cyclones exceeded the
national average was in 2005/06,
when 14 cyclones were recorded, nine
rated as severe.
The Australian cyclone season runs
from November 1 to April 30.
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CES 2015:
GoBe calorie
counter wearable
put to the test
A CONTROVERSIAL calorie-counting wristband,
which had been denounced
by some medical experts,
has been put to the test by
the BBC. The creators of the
GoBe wristband say it can
automatically, non-invasively count the calories
eaten by the wearer.
After crowdfunding $1.1 million (£707,000) to build the product, the company experienced
an intense backlash – with critics saying it was a “scam”.
The BBC challenged its makers to prove it was capable of
doing what they said.
After the GoBe team sought
cash for the project, medical experts warned that they thought
the kit was either vapourwear
that would never exist, or would
fail to live up to its inventors’
claims.
And when the bracelet’s
Indiegogo page raised more
than a million dollars – more
than 10 times its target – members of the medical profession
lined up to explain that even if
the tech did monitor blood’s glucose concentration, as suggested, that still wouldn’t deliver a reliable guide to calorie
intake.
It didn’t help that when the
start-up involved, HealBe, published details of “independent”
research into its tech, it emerged
that claims of an 84 per cent-93
per cent accuracy rate were
based on tests that had involved
only five people monitored over
a five-day period.
So when George Mikaberydze

– the firm’s co-founder – agreed
to let the BBC test GoBe, we
were slightly surprised.
Spoiler: it worked better than
we expected, but our test was
hardly scientific and far from
conclusive.
Food test
On the plus side, the experiment involved eating and drinking a meal of our choosing after
we rejected HealBe’s offer to
pick out the food that would be
consumed.
On the minus side, we did not
have the opportunity to try out
GoBe ourselves as we were told
“it takes time to calibrate” to a
specific person, and so the results were based on us stuffing
Mr Mikaberydze with snack
food.
Here’s what he was fed:
• Half a cheese and turkey
sandwich (125 calories)
• A bottle of apple juice (210
calories)
• A small Snickers chocolate
bar (220 calories)
The smartphone app, which
connects to the GoBe wirelessly
over Bluetooth, started rising
within 15 minutes.
But because it takes time for
the body to digest its intake, we
had to wait about two-and-ahalf hours to get a final reading.
The result was that the software
estimated
Mr
Mikaberydze had eaten 514
calories, which wasn’t far off the
555 calories suggested by the
food labels. And to be fair, the
number was still slowly climbing when we had to part com-

GoBe joins the flock of wearable tracking devices.

pany.
So, how is the wristband supposed to have achieved this?
Electrical current
The hardware itself isn’t revolutionary.
The sensor involved uses a
technique called bioimpedance,
which involves passing an imperceptible electrical current
through the body to measure its
resistance to the effect. Best-selling fitness tracker-maker
Jawbone also makes use of
bioimpedance in its latest model
to measure users’ heart rates,
and the effect has also been
utilised by specialist medical
equipment for years.
What makes HealBe stand
out, however, is that it suggests
that it is the first to have developed an algorithm that can turn
the bioimpedance reading into a
calorie count.
“When you eat food, you have
proteins, carbs and fats,” explains Mr Mikaberydze.
“Carbs from the meal convert
to glucose, and the glucose goes
to the cells.
“When glucose goes into the
cells, water goes out – that
means the water balance
changes.The bioimpedance sen-

sor used measures this water
flow, in and out.
“And [knowing this] we can
build a glucose curve… and calculate the carbs.”
He adds that since the
amount of fat and protein eaten
influences the shape of the glucose curve by flattening it, his
software can deduce all three
nutritional elements, and go on
to deliver the calorie intake estimate.
He adds that the mathematical equations involved have
taken a decade to work out and
put into practice.
But some medical professionals have disputed the science involved, casting doubt over
whether bioimpedance can accurately measure intracellular
glucose concentrations.
The blog TechHive memorably
concluded that GoBe was the
“modern fit-tech version of
snake oil”, and some of the project’s crowdfunders have asked
– and obtained – their money
back.
‘Holy grail’
But if – and it’s a big if –
HealBe can go on to prove its
device really does give a close
estimate of calorie intake, the

rewards could be huge, saving
tech-loving dieters the hassle of
manually inputting what
they’ve eaten into apps such as
MyFitnessPal.
“It’s one of the holy grails in
regards to wearables,” comments Ben Wood, chief of research at the CCS Insight tech
consultancy.
“If you can crack these types of
really tough measurement challenges it opens new avenues of
opportunity in the wearables
space.”
He adds that selling GoBe
wristbands would be the tip of
the iceberg. The real riches
would be secured by licensing
the algorithm involved to others – something HealBe says it
is already in talks to do.
But Mr Wood adds that there
would be other hurdles to overcome.
“Any type of wearable device
that claims specific medical capabilities will be heading towards an absolute minefield,”
he states.
“Making such claims risks
getting the US Food and Drug
Administration involved, and it
sets some very tough bars from
a regulatory performance perspective.”

Intel seeks to reinvigorate PC market with new Core processors
INTEL hopes it can breathe
new life into the sagging personal-computer market with its
newest line of processors.
The Santa Clara, Californiabased chips giant officially
launched its fifth generation of
Core processors for PCs and
top-end laptops yesterday, offering higher performance,
longer battery life and improved graphics capabilities
from its fourth-generation
chips.
The fifth-generation chips
will round out Intel’s portfolio of
new processors, joining the
more on-the-go Core M line of
chips, which launched in
August for use in tablets,
smaller laptops and 2-in-1
tablet-laptop hybrids.

The company also said that
its new and more powerful
Cherry Trail processor for
tablets is now shipping to customers and will be in new products in the first half of the year.
Intel’s announcement comes
at the start of the 2015
Consumer Electronics Show in
Las Vegas, where Intel and
many other tech firms will be
announcing new products.
Expect new devices using the
14 new fifth-generation Core
processors to be announced this
week at CES, with even more
powerful processors coming by
midyear.
There’s a lot at stake for Intel
with these new Core chips. The
company’s processors power
most of the world’s desktops

and laptops, but sales of those
devices have been in decline for
years as more consumers use
smartphones and tablets for
their computing needs.
Worldwide PC shipments were
down 1.7 per cent in the third
quarter of 2014 from a year ago,
according to researcher IDC.
Intel’s new line of chips could
convince more people to upgrade their PCs or consider buying a high-performance laptop
or desktop for some of the
heavy-lifting computing jobs
mobile devices still can’t do as
well – such as graphics processing for video games or video editing.
On top of that, Intel will be
bundling the beefed-up chips
with its new RealSense tech-

nology, which allows users to
scan 3D objects, as well as the
ability to wirelessly dock a PC.
“They’re going to get a much
better reception by putting
these other interesting features
into the platform,” said Patrick
Moorhead, president of Moor
Insights and Strategy, which
could help bring in more PC
customers.
While Intel uses the new Core
processors to make desktops
more enticing, it’s rolling out
Core M to encourage customers
to update their laptops. Core M
– which is now in portable devices from Acer, Dell, Lenovo
and others – allows device makers to build computers that are
thinner, lighter, more power efficient and don’t need a fan.

The new Core family, Core M
and Cherry Trail use a 14nanometre architecture, nicknamed Broadwell, which Intel
has been working on for years
and has struggled to deliver to
the market due to problems
manufacturing the advanced
technology.
Still, Intel remains ahead of
the pack in the race to release
ever more advanced processors
by shrinking the geometries of
chips. Moving to 14 manometres, or billionths of a metre,
from Intel’s prior 22-nanometre chip, dubbed Haswell, allows PC makers to build more
powerful and thinner devices,
thanks to Intel providing more
transistors packed into smaller
chips.

The Barbados Advocate

22 • Tuesday January 6, 2015

Keshia Knight Pulliam fired
from ‘Celebrity Apprentice’ for
not reaching out to Bill Cosby

Bridge

“THE
Celebrity
Apprentice” returned
for a new season on
Sunday night, and like
with previous seasons,
someone had to be the
first person “fired”. In
this case, it was
Keshia
Knight
Pulliam – who played
Rudy Huxtable on
“The Cosby Show” –
and her ousting ended
up being because of
Bill Cosby.
The episode, taped
prior to the recent sex
abuse allegations that
have come out against
the actor/comedian,
ended with Pulliam
being booted from the
boardroom because she
didn’t reach out to her
former TV dad to help
contribute
to
the
episode’s fund-raising
challenge.
Pulliam was the project manager for her
team, which was tasked
with raising funds for
charity via a bake sale.
While other cast members contacted famous
friends to donate, the former child star did not ask

Actress Keshia Knight Pulliam.

Cosby for help.
“I have not talked to
Bill Cosby on the phone

in I don’t know how long,”
she explained when
questioned by Donald

Trump. “For me to pick
up the phone having not
talked to you for five
years, except for when we
run into each other for a
Cosby event, I feel that’s
not my place to do.”
Trump disagreed. “You
have this tremendous
guy with this tremendous amount of money.
And with one phone call
you could have won this
whole event,” he told her.
“I really believe, if
you’d called that gentleman, he would’ve helped
you, even if you hadn’t
spoken to him in years,”
he added. “Because you
were an amazing team
with one of the most successful shows ever, so I
think it would have been
a very quick call to make
for charity... Keshia,
you’re fired.”
After the episode aired,
Trump took to Twitter to
explain the decision.
“@realDonaldTrump:
This show was taped just
before the terrible Bill
Cosby revelations came
to light. She still should
have asked him for
money – goes to charity.”

SPORTS
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Falopa to bring futsal to Barbados
IN his ever-continuing
quest to raise the level
and profile of football
in Barbados, the
Barbados Football
Association’s Technical
Director Marcos Falopa
will be hosting yet
another workshop
towards the growth of
the sport. Using the
facilities at the Wildey
Gymnasium tomorrow
night, former Brazilian
player and coach
Falopa
will
be
introducing the sport of
futsal to Barbados.
According to Falopa, the
discipline, which is a
variation of football, holds
the key to accelerating the
development of skill sets
and tactics in players as it
requires its players to be
intelligent, think quickly
and become creative with
their play-making. This is
because the game uses less
players, a smaller playing
area and a smaller ball.
The Brazilian coach has
planned to introduce the

sport to young players in a
bid to lay down a solid
foundation for the future.
The move is a common one
and Falopa stated that
many top players such as
Lionel Messi, Neymar Jr.,
Robinho, Luis Figo and
Ronaldo, have all played
futsal as juniors before
moving on to professional
football. “The idea is to
show how important futsal
can be to the sport, how
they can use this in the
schools and how some of
the best players in the
world have come from
futsal,” he said.
Noting that the reach of
futsal knew no bounds as
the sport had been
growing exponentially
over the past 30 years
after being developed in
Brazil and Uruguay in the
1930’s and 40’s, Falopa
said that the football of
some of the top European
teams such as Germany
and Holland, benefitted
from futsal. “When you go
to Brazil, you can see the

boys playing in the streets.
I played in the streets and
there, you can learn. The
area is small so you have
to have technique. And I
think from there, Dutch
football also learned
something from Brazil in
my opinion. When I was a
boy they came and made
movies and now they are
doing well,” he further
noted.
Furthermore, he noted
that it was a good tool for
joining
social
communities,
while
mentioning that the top
teams in the world used
exercises from futsal and
that it motivates the
growth and development
of football as it is easy to
practice. Bringing it back
to the Caribbean, Falopa
said that the region’s
football teams would do
much better with the
utilisation of the sport.
The workshop is open to
the public and runs on
January 7, from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. (MP)

BFA Technical Director Marcos Falopa speaking about the benefits of the introduction of futsal.

Barbados Women up for another international
THIS coming Saturday,
the new Barbados
Women’s national football
team will have a chance
to see where they stack up
against the rest of the
world when they take on
Dominica in a Tier 1
Women’s International.
With the match scheduled
to be played at the
University of the West
Indies Cave Hill Campus’
Paradise Park, the
recently-formed Barbados
side will be seeing their
second challenge in two
months.
After the Barbados
Football Association’s
Women’s Premier League
came to an end in
December, the team was
thrown together to see the
visit of an in-form
Grenada
in
an
international friendly
later in the month.
Despite having only a
week to work together,
Barbados was able to
come away with a one-all
draw.
With an opportunity for
more training, it is left to
be seen what the local
girls bring to the table this
weekend as they have two
games against our
Caribbean neighbours.
Saturday’s game kicks off
at 7:00 p.m. and will see

Team Barbados:

Kamillah Burke, Cadijah
Mars, Tamisha Marshall,
Chazelle Cumberbatch,
Kimberly Ellis, Giselle
Fields, Tianna Hackett,
Tiffany White, Latifah
Forde, Gabriella Lopez,
Sharifa Corbin, Rihanna
Cyrus, Felicia Jarvis,
Makala Alleyne, Jeneva
Miller, Tatyanna Sealy,
Annalee McClean, Tori-Ann
Cadogan, Shonelle Als,
Shonna Evelyn, Kerry
Bascombe
Head Coach: Thomas
Jordan, Assistant Coach:
Richard Forde, Manager:
Jacqueline Agard, Medic:
Shonelle Trotman

Team Dominica:

Barbados are set to have two more international games this weekend when Dominica come a-knocking. Just
last month, the new team were able to hold Grenada to a one-all draw.

the teams vying for
rankings under the
international body, FIFA.

The teams have another
chance at each other with
their second game

counting for bragging
rights. The international
friendly between the sides

is slated for the Dover
Playing Field on Sunday
night at 6:30 p.m.

Christina Sobers, Kadisha
Sobers, Ayanna St. Rose,
Nadege Lessey, Tabique
Lockhart, Tamanthia
Joseph, Cora Francis,
Romelcia Phillip, Muryah
Esprit, Michlyn Morgan,
Alijah Titre, Rosilia
Registe, Onisha Deluge,
Donisha Xavier, Naihima
Africa, Miriam Elwin,
Kaysanda Alexander, Akima
St. Jean
Head Coach: Kenneth
Esprit, Assistant Coach:
Albert Titre, Manager:
Sabrina Bully, Trainer: Joel
Hamilton, First Aid:
Francilia Fagan
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HBJ
Masters
open 2015
on a high

Leon Johnson facing Dale Steyn.

SCOREBOARD
West Indies 1st Innings 329 All Out (99.5
Overs)
South Africa 1st Innings 421 All Out (122.4
Overs)
West Indies 2nd Innings (Trail; 92.
Overnight; 88/2)
K Brathwaite b Harmer .........................16
D Smith c de Villiers b Morkel .................7
L Johnson c Amla b Morkel ...................44
M Samuels c Elgar b Harmer ................74
S Chanderpaul run out (Bavuma) ..........50
J Blackwood b Steyn ............................13
D Ramdin*+ c Harmer b Steyn ...............0
J Holder c Amla b Harmer .......................2
J Taylor c Elgar b Harmer ........................0
S Benn c †de Villiers b Steyn ..................0
S Gabriel not out ...................................2
Total: 215 All Out ..................(79.5 Overs)
Extras: (lb 2)
Fall of Wickets: 1-23 (Smith, 10.6 ov), 2-27
(Brathwaite, 13.5 ov).
South Africa 2nd Innings Bowling: D Steyn
23.5-3-25-3, V Philander 16-4-27-0, M
Morkel 14-7-18-2, S Harmer 24-7-82-4, S
van Zyl 2-0-6-0.
South Africa 2nd Innings (Target; 124)
D Elgar not out 5
A Peterson b Benn 0
Total: 9/1 (2.3 Overs)
Extras: (b 4) 4
Fall of Wicket: 1-9 (Petersen, 2.3 ov).
Still to Bat: F du Plessis, H Amla*, AB de
Villiers+, T Bavuma, S van Zyl, V Philander,
D Steyn, M Morkel, S Harmer.
West Indies 2nd Innings Bowling: J Taylor
1-0-1-0, M Samuels 1-0-4-0, S Benn 0.3-0-01.
State of Match: South Africa need 115
runs to win
Toss: West Indies won the toss and elected
to bat
Debut: Simon Harmer (South Africa)
Umpires: Aleem Dar (Pakistan) & Paul
Reiffel (Australia)
TV Umpire: Billy Bowden (New Zealand)
Match Referee: Ranjan Madugalle (Sri
Lanka)
Reserve Umpire: Johan Cloete

Simon Harmer delivers a ball to Marlon Samuels.

THE 2014/2015 season is turning out
to be a hot one for teams in the
Banks/Plus/BBC Purified Water
Henry Bernard Jackman Masters
Football Tournament. With two
games playing this past weekend,
the scorelines remain high as 16
goals were put in the onion bag on
Sunday night.
Playing at Speightstown in the
first games for 2015, last year’s losing
finalists, Sunrise, came out on the
favourable end of an encounter with
Technico. Although giving a strong
performance with a brace, Technico’s
Patrick Ifill was unable to carry the
entire team on his shoulders. Sunrise
had a better time of things with four
goals to tip the scales in their favour.
With Mark Phillips scoring two goals
of his own, Tony Edwards and Albert
Mapp had a goal each to bring up
the total.
In the nightcap game, Cosmos
bounced back from a humbling fournil loss in their last game. This time
playing against Almond Lions,
Cosmos took away the biggest win
thus far for the season. A total of ten
uncontested goals were sent past the
Almond keeper with David Forde
accounting for three of them. Richard
Clarke and Bertie Drayton both
scored twice while Anderson Prescod,
Delroy Walton and Junior Goodridge
all hit home one each.
The competition continues today
with two games at Speightstown.
Royalty will take on defending
champions Trents at 6:45 PM while
Sunrise face Combined Forces at 8:00
PM. (MP)

Windies collapse, South
Africa on verge of victory
CAPE TOWN – Fast bowler Dale
Steyn and spinner Simon Harmer
plundered six wickets yesterday as
the West Indies were bowled out for
215 to leave South Africa needing 124
runs to win the final test.
South Africa were nine for one at
stumps and require 115 more for victory
on Tuesday.
Steyn and Harmer claimed three
victims each as the West Indies collapsed
after South Africa had initially struggled
to get among the wickets when the fourth
day’s play started at 1500 local time after
a lengthy rain delay.
The tourists resumed on their overnight
total of 88 for two and Marlon Samuels
and Shivnarine Chanderpaul initially
held firm against South Africa’s muchvaunted bowling attack after the home

side had taken the early wicket of Leon
Johnson (44).
But once Samuels played an injudicious
shot to the off-spinner and was caught by
Dean Elgar on the boundary, the tourists’
resistance folded.
South Africa are on the brink of
winning the three-match series 2-0 and
retaining their ranking as the top testplaying nation.
Only veteran Chanderpaul, who
notched up his 66th test half-century, held
firm amid the carnage before being the
last man out.
Samuels went for a top score of 74 when
the West Indies were looking solid at 182
for four.
The tourists lost six wickets for the
addition of 33 runs as Steyn took two in
successive balls and Harmer two in three

deliveries.
Steyn bowled Jermaine Blackwood for
13 and had captain Denesh Ramdin
caught at square leg by Harmer.
Harmer tempted Jason Holder to chip
a catch to short mid-wicket for two and
Jermaine Taylor was out two deliveries
later attempting a slog into the deep as
the West Indies slumped to 213 for eight.
Steyn had Sulieman Benn caught
behind without scoring before
Chanderpaul was run out.
Steyn finished with figures of three for
75 and Harmer four for 82.
The shattered West Indians barely
raised a smile when Benn bowled South
Africa opener Alviro Petersen in the last
over of the day. Elgar (five not out) will
resume with Faf du Plessis in the
morning.
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Barbados team announced with a few surprises
THE team to represent Cricket
Franchise of (Barbados) Inc,
Barbados Pride, in the 2015 edition
of the NAGICO Super 50 which will
be played in Trinidad & Tobago
from January 15 -26 has been
announced, and there are a few
surprises.
One which immediately jumps out is
the omission of Miguel Cummins from
the team. Cummins has been in the radar
of the West Indies Cricket Board after
his impressive performances last year
and is surely a player for the future or

better yet present. As expected the keen
rivalry between Shai Hope and Shane
Dowrich which played out during the four
trial matches has landed both of them
onto the 14-man squad which was
announced.
However not included are young
players who have shown much potential
such as Kyle Hope, Roston Chase and
Kyle Mayers. And one is left to wonder if
a few more young players could have
been included with the view of looking to
the future in the mixture of youth and
experience on the present team.

Arsenal's Alexis Sanchez (left) and Hull City's Curtis Davies during their FA Cup
match at Emirates Stadium on January 4, 2015.

Big guns progress in FA
Cup, Blades cut down QPR
LONDON – Chelsea, Manchester
United, Manchester City and holders
Arsenal reached the FA Cup fourth
round, while third-tier Sheffield United
demonstrated their cup pedigree by
eliminating Queens Park Rangers.
Arsenal progressed Sunday after
winning 2-0 at home to Hull City in a
repeat of last season’s final, which saw
Arsene Wenger’s side end their nine-year
trophy drought by coming from behind to
win 3-2.
The reunion with Steve Bruce’s Hull
was a less dramatic affair. Per
Mertesacker headed Arsenal in front
from Alexis Sanchez’s 20th-minute
corner and Sanchez sealed victory with
a precise shot eight minutes from time.
“We missed some chances, but we
needed to be patient and do the job in a
professional way,” Wenger told the BBC.
“If we could stop Hull scoring, you
could see the second goal would come. It
came late, but we dealt with the
situation.”
Premier League joint-leaders
Manchester City were given a scare by
second-tier Sheffield Wednesday before
coming through 2-1 at the Etihad
Stadium thanks to a 91st-minute winner
from James Milner.
Wednesday had lost 7-0 at City in the
League Cup in September, but they took

a 14th-minute lead through Atdhe
Nuhiu, only for Milner, on his 29th
birthday, to equalise in the 66th minute
before snatching a last-gasp winner.
City’s cross-town rivals Manchester
United also recorded a hard-fought
victory over lower-league opposition,
winning 2-0 at third-division Yeovil
Town.
United manager Louis van Gaal
named a strong side featuring Wayne
Rooney and Radamel Falcao for his first
FA Cup tie, but had to wait until the
64th minute for Ander Herrera to put
the visitors in front with a glorious,
looping strike from 20 yards.
Yeovil continued to press, but United
killed the game off in the last minute
when Rooney freed substitute Angel di
Maria to run through and chip home.
“I had expected this,” said Van Gaal. “It
is always difficult to play against a team
like this, who play long balls. You have to
fight and they gave us a lot of pressure.”
Chelsea enjoyed a rather more
straightforward victory, winning 3-0 at
home to second-division Watford
courtesy of second-half strikes by
Willian, Loic Remy and Kurt Zouma.
It could prove a positive omen for Jose
Mourinho’s side, as Chelsea beat Watford
en route to glory in the competition in
1970, 2009 and 2010.

The Barbados selectors would have had
a hard time narrowing down the team,
and it may have been made it bit easier
with some of the players such as
Jonathan Carter, Carlos Brathwaite,
Ashley Nurse and Dwayne Smith leaving
on West Indies duty.
However, Nurse has been named in the
team though he is certain to miss at least
one match, which may leave a spot open
for one of the three young players
mentioned before. (CG)
The team is as follows

Kevin Stoute (Captain), Tino Best, Kraigg
Brathwaite, Shamarh Brooks, Kyle Corbin,
Shane Dowrich, Fidel Edwards, Kirk Edwards,
Ryan Hinds, Shai Hope, Ashley Nurse, Javon
Searles, Jomel Warrican, Kenroy Williams.

The management and technical staff
is:
Henderson Springer – Coach
Dexter Toppin – Assistant Coach
Hartley Reid – Manager
Jacqueline King – Physiotherapist
Rodney Ashby – Video Analyst
Henderson Wallace – Selector

World number one Serena Williams credited an on-court coffee for her recovery
after she stormed back from a first set bagel to beat Italy's Flavia Pennetta in
her opening match of the year at the Hopman Cup on Monday, January 5, 2015.

Top players still unsure about
best route to Australian Open
PLOTTING a path to the Australian
Open has never been trickier or more
uncertain. Even the best players are
baffled about the best way to prepare for
their annual trek Down Under.
In a sport where players analyse every
tiny detail in the hope of finding an edge,
and rigidly stick to tried and tested
routes to the other three grand slams, the
world’s best cannot agree on the right
road to winning the Australian Open.
Even past champions are not sure
which way to go, spreading themselves as
far apart as the Middle East to the
Indian subcontinent, China, Australia
and New Zealand.
Some have opted to play only singles,
some have added doubles. Some are
playing mixed team events, some are
playing exhibitions. Some are playing
multiple warm-up events, others none
at all.
Novak Djokovic has won four of the
last seven Australian Opens but even
the Serbian cannot decide on the best
place to play.
For three of his wins, he warmed up at
the Hopman Cup in Perth and for the
other he did not play at all. This year he
is playing the Qatar Open, along with
Rafa Nadal.
For Nadal, the Qatar Open could be a
good omen as he used that as his warmup event before he won his only
Australian Open title in 2009.

Roger Federer also played at the Qatar
Open before he won the Australian Open
in 2006 and 2010. But in 2007 he won the
Australian Open without playing any
warm-up and when he won the Qatar
Open in 2005 and 2011, he did not win
the Australian Open later that month.
This year Federer is playing the
Brisbane International in subtropical
Queensland, along with Maria
Sharapova and Victoria Azarenka.
The Brisbane International is a
relatively new event, having started in
2009, and attracts strong fields, but none
of the winners so far has gone on and
won the Australian Open the same year.
Stanislas Wawrinka, last year’s
surprise men’s champion, warned up by
winning the Chennai Open, and the
Swiss is back defending his title in India
this week, hoping that if it worked once
it might work again.
Li Na won last year’s women’s singles
title after warming up in Shenzhen,
adding more uncertainty to the best
route to take.
Li has since retired but Petra Kvitova,
Caroline Wozniacki and Simona Halep
are all heading to China hoping for
similar luck as they chase their first
Australian Open titles.
The Sydney International has been the
most reliable formguide for the women’s
title at Melbourne, with four of the last
ten Australian Open winners playing it.
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OBITUARIES

3 Bedroom Wall House in
Clevedale, Black Rock,
St. Michael
Wrought Iron Bars & Fence.
Good Condition
Tel: 246-438-2554/249-1863

TUITION
May/June Exam help with
Barnes CXC Account
preparation class.
Saturday or Sunday
Bridgetown location
Call:837-0863

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE
LOTS
Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00
Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00
Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00
Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00
Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00
Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00
Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00
Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00
PROPERTIES
Boarded Hall Greens (Town
houses) From $228,800.00 to
$461,900.00
Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00
Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bathroom Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00
Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00
Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two storey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00
Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00
Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms building10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00
FOR RENT
Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apartment
$1,600.00 monthly
Contact: Telephone
(246) 432-7191
Website: www.creis.com

HUTCHINSON – On 30th December 2014. Kenneth StClair
of #81 Atlantic Shores, Christ
Church. Husband of Patricia
Elaine. Father of William, Andrew and Lisa. Grandfather of
Kevin, Stuart, Chloe, Haiden,
Kennilee, Savannah and Lily.
Brother of Daphne, Geoffrey and
the late Reynold, Barbara and
Freddie. Father-in-law of Denise
and Heidi. The funeral leaves
BRYAN’S FUNERAL HOME
Belmont Road, St. Michael on
Tuesday 6th January 2015 for
the James Street Methodist
Church Bridgetown where relatives and friends are asked to
meet at 10.00a.m for a service of
thanksgiving. A private cremation will follow. Organist and
members of the church choir are
kindly asked to attend. In lieu of
flowers, donations to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation of Barbados will be greatly appreciated
and collected at the church.
Condolences to the family
may be sent to
www.bryansfuneralhome.com

NOTICES

Wawrinka says 2014
success a tough
act to follow
WORLD number four
Stanislas Wawrinka
yesterday played

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED
Construct Wood & Wall Houses
House & Roof Repairs
Renovations & Extensions
Tree Trimming & Cutting
Tel:(246)267-1600

down expectations of
repeating his
sensational form of
last season in the new
year, saying he was
not taking success at
the top for granted.
The 29-year-old
enjoyed a memorable
run in 2014, which
began with victory in the
Australian Open for his
first Grand Slam title
and ended with a
starring role in
Switzerland’s maiden
Davis Cup triumph.
“I know it will be
really tough to stay in
the top four,” said
Wawrinka. “It was tough
to get there and it will be
tougher to stay there.
But we all start the new
year from zero, so let’s
see how it goes.”
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BARBADOS STOCK REPORT

Regular Market
Security

Volume High

CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED

January 5, 2015

150

Low

Price

Advance/
DECLINE

$2.55 $2.55

$3.00

$0.00

One security traded firm as 150 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $382.50. Cable and Wireless Barbados
Limited was the sole security trading 150 shares at $2.55 before closing firm at $3.00.

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING

BARBADOS ST OCK EXCHANGE

Local
Cross-list
Composite

TODAY'S TRADING

January 5th, 2015
LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH

LOW

DATE
ABV Investments Inc.

20-Oct-14

-

LAST

CURRENT PRICE

BID

ASK

BID

ASK

CLOSE CLOSE

CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE

-

-

$0.32

$0.32

-

$0.02

SIZE

ENDED

NAME OF FUND

02-Jan-15
02-Jan-15
02-Jan-15
18-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
30-Nov-14
30-Nov-14
30-Nov-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14
24-Dec-14

REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND
REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -*
REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND
CLICO BALANCED FUND INC.
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.
FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.
ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND

04-Dec-14

-

-

-

$1.65

$1.65

-

$1.65

-

300

-

-

-

-

$2.90

$2.90

-

-

$2.89

-

62,915

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd.

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$1.50

$1.50

-

-

$1.60

-

803
26

Barbados Farms Ltd.

11-Dec-14

-

-

-

$0.50

$0.50

-

$0.25

$0.83

20,000

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd.

05-Jan-15

150

$2.55

$2.55

$3.00

$3.00

$0.00

$2.50

$2.55

500

1,392

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd.

12-Dec-14

-

-

-

$3.00

$3.00

-

$3.01

$3.68

194

4,000

FirstCaribbean International Bank -*

12-Nov-14

-

-

-

$1.80

$1.80

-

$1.85

$1.90

50

8,000

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Dev Fund--

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.22

$0.22

-

$0.22

-

4,381

-

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund
- Value Fund

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$0.50

$0.50

-

$0.50

$0.55

5,714

16,333

Goddard Enterprises Ltd.

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$6.34

$6.34

-

$6.33

-

220,572 -

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd.

17-Dec-14

-

-

-

$2.41

$2.41

-

$2.45

$2.59

251

4,440

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited

05-Nov-14

-

-

-

$0.15

$0.15

-

$0.10

$0.30

5,000

4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref

08-Dec-14

-

-

-

$3.30

$3.30

-

$3.11

-

1,728

-

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated

23-Dec-14

-

-

-

$25.70

$25.70

-

$21.75 $25.70 212

Massy Holdings Ltd. -*

04-Dec-14

-

-

-

$20.00

$20.00

-

$20.01 -

200

-

One Caribbean Media Limited

03-Sep-14

-

-

-

$6.20

$6.20

-

$6.90

$8.25

4,000

1,000

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref 6.5% 05-May-14

-

-

-

$2.26

$2.26

-

$2.26

-

1,589

-

1,112

Sagicor Financial Corporation

02-Jan-15

-

-

-

$1.80

$1.80

-

$1.75

$1.80

3,500

123,536

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd.

18-Nov-14

-

-

-

$8.00

$8.00

-

-

$8.00

-

4,870

$2.00

-

1,100

1,000

-

Trinidad Cement Ltd.

21-Aug-14

-

-

-

$0.80

$0.80

-

-

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd. -*

26-Aug-14

-

-

-

$10.46

$10.46

-

$13.00 -

150

21-May-12

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund
Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund
18-Dec-13

$10.50

$10.50

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

$10.00

$10.00

$10.50

100

VOLUME LIMIT

SECURITY

VOLUME LIMIT

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED

3,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref

100

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED

4,000

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref

7,500

SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION

10,000

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED

NAV

w
w
w
w
w
w
w
m
ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m
ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND m
SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND
w
SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND
w
SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND w

1.5089
1.4908
1.2666
1.299
4.7823
1.8413
1.0026
4.6900
0.8321
1.4173
2.28
1.28
1.04

CHANGES
-

OFFER BID

NAV
CHANGE
0.0056
0.0093
0.0015
0.0000
4.7823 4.7823 0.0101
-0.0010
-0.0005
4.6900 4.5962 0.0233
0.8321 0.8155 0.0048
1.4173 1.3889 0.0074
0.01
0.01
0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div
NOTES:
QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT. THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.
m = monthly valuation,
q = quarterly valuation, w = weekly

Fixed Income
B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017

Last Trade
Date
29-Aug-14
27-Jun-14
29-Aug-14
20-Oct-14
16-Sep-14
20-Nov-14
16-Sep-14

Bid
Price

Ask
Bid
Price
Size
$101.00
$105.50
$103.00
$100.00
$107.00
$103.00
$105.00

Ask
Size
7,000
30,000
122,000
105,000
43,000
41,000
15,000

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.

Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade)
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of
our website - www.bse.com.bb

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED

-

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.

JUNIOR MARKET

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED

CHANGES

NEWS

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

SECURITY

January 2, 2015
5,367.18
2,849.60
8,216.78

MUTUAL FUND
January 5, 2015

03-Dec-14

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund

Local
Cross-list
Composite

LAST TRADING

100,000 10,000

BICO Limited

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund

January 5, 2015
5,367.18
2,849.60
8,216.78

$0.30

Banks Holdings Ltd.

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD

LAST TRADING
January 2, 2015
2,137.26
1,706.54
611.23

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions)

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
COMPANY

January 5, 2015
2,137.26
1,706.54
611.23

300
1,500
100

THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED

300

WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED

300

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000

JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED

10,000

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED

1,500

NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED

6,500

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED
FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY DEV FUND

10,000

ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED

4,000

3,500

TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED

10,000

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY VALUE FUND

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND

100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED

3,500

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND

100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED

1,000

ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND
ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND

100
100

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.
DIVIDEND DECLARATION
The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of fifty-five (55) cents per share to be paid on January 5th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on December
22nd, 2014.
Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.
FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.
Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.
Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.
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Kobe Bryant outpaces Pacers by single point, 88-87
LOS ANGELES – Kobe Bryant has
gradually accepted that it’s a good
idea to miss a few games this season
to keep his 36-year-old body in top
shape for the rest of the Los Angeles
Lakers’ schedule.
With a day off coming up, he put
everything into another vintage late-game
performance against the Indiana Pacers.
Bryant scored 20 points and hit the goahead short jumper with 12.4 seconds to
play, leading the Lakers to an 88-87
comeback victory Sunday night.
Bryant is learning to accept his 36-yearold body’s limitations, and he agreed with
coach Byron Scott’s decision to leave him
home from Monday’s game at Portland.
While playing just 32 minutes against
Indiana, Bryant scored nine points in the
final 2:32 after the Lakers rallied from a
13-point deficit in the second half.
“I have many faults, but one of my
strengths is that I can be realistic and
that I can build around that,” Bryant said.
“I have to understand my weaknesses,
what I can’t do, accept it and then try to
dominate.”
It wasn’t utter domination, but
resilience: Bryant hit a contested threepointer from the corner to put the Lakers

Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant dunks during the first half of an NBA
basketball game against the Indiana Pacers, Sunday, Jan. 4, 2015, in LA.

up 84-82 with two minutes to play, but
Solomon Hill answered with a threepointer for the Pacers, who repeatedly
grabbed key offensive rebounds. Bryant
then missed a three-footer with 50

seconds left, but buried the winning fourfooter.
He has missed several potential goahead shots in the final seconds this
season, but Kobe still isn’t flinching in the

clutch.
“I’ve hit plenty of them in my day,”
Bryant said with a laugh.“I think the city
of L.A. is a little spoiled by it.”
Nick Young also scored ten of his 22
points in the fourth quarter for the Lakers.
Roy Hibbert missed a difficult jumper
off a broken play as time expired to end
the Lakers’ third win in ten games.
“Not too good,” Hibbert said about the
Pacers’ final play. “I don’t think the shot
that I took was the shot we drew up.”
C.J. Miles had 19 points to lead six
Pacers scoring in double figures. Despite
outrebounding the Lakers 50-37, Indiana
failed to secure its first three-game
winning streak of the season.
With point guards George Hill and C.J.
Watson sidelined by injuries, Donald
Sloan had 16 points, nine assists and
seven rebounds in the third-stringer’s
second straight start after not playing in
the previous three games.
After Young made a steal and a buzzerbeating three-pointer to end the first half
with the Lakers down 48-41, Indiana
opened its largest lead in the third
quarter. The Lakers erased it gradually,
pulling even on Young’s behind-the-head
layup while falling down with 7:20 to play.
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Luck vs Manning, Flacco vs Brady, Romo vs Rodgers
IN this quarterbackdriven league, nothing
could be better than
teams driven by their
QBs meeting in the
playoffs.
So this weekend can’t
come soon enough:
Denver’s Peyton Manning
vs. the man who replaced
him in Indianapolis,
Andrew Luck. Baltimore’s
Joe Flacco, who twice has
defeated the Patriots and
Tom Brady, heading to New
England.
Aaron Rodgers against
Tony Romo in Lambeau
Field – just as enticing.
Even Carolina’s Cam
Newton against another
new-wave QB, Seattle’s
Russell Wilson, who merely
won a Super Bowl last
February.
“On to next week,” Luck
said after helping the Colts
defeat Cincinnati 26-10 on
Sunday in the AFC wildcard round. “It’s the
playoffs. There’s
a
difference. You’ve got to
move on; you’ve got to keep
that journey alive.”
The divisional round
opens next Saturday with
AFC top seed New England
(12-4), the East winner,
hosting Baltimore (11-6),
which
eliminated
Pittsburgh 30-17 in the
other AFC wild-card
match. That will be
followed by defending
Super Bowl champion
Seattle (12-4), the NFC
West champion, against
Carolina (8-8-1), which beat
Arizona 27-16.
NFC North champ
Green Bay (12-4) is home
for Dallas in the early game
next Sunday. It’s the first
postseason visit to
Lambeau Field for the

Cowboys since the 1967 Ice
Bowl. Dallas beat Detroit
24-20 in the wild-card
round.
The final division-round
contest next Sunday has
Indianapolis (12-5) at
Denver (12-4). Indy
disposed of Cincinnati 2610 in a wild-card game.
Colts at Broncos
Andrew Luck threw for
376 yards and one
touchdown, Daniel “Boom”
Herron ran for another
score, and Indianapolis
dominated the second half
to beat Cincinnati on
Sunday. The Colts made a
fair share of mistakes, but
nothing like the Bengals
(10-6-1), who became the
first team in NFL history to
lose four consecutive
opening-round playoff
games.
Colts coach Chuck
Pagano, whose team lost
the season opener 31-24 at
Denver, knows that Luck
must be as good or better
than Manning for Indy to
keep going.
“Looking at next week,
he’s going to have to do the
same things,” Pagano said.
“He’s going to have to
create some plays, he’s
going to have to move
around and get some first
downs with his legs, and
those type of things.
Obviously, it’s a benefit.”
The Broncos know the
challenge Luck presents.
“He’s one of those guys
that you have to play a 60minute game against,” DE
DeMarcus Ware said. “He
has really good pocket
awareness. He’s always one
of those guys, just like
Peyton, where he hits the
open guy the majority of

the time.”
Ravens at Patriots
Yes, New England was 70 at home in games with
any meaning. But if there’s
one team that has shown
no fear of Foxborough, it’s
Baltimore.
The Ravens knocked off
the Patriots at Gillette
Stadium in the 2009 and
2012 playoffs; Baltimore
won the Super Bowl after
the latter victory.
“Bring
‘em
on,”
linebacker Pernell McPhee
said Saturday night after
the Ravens won a
postseason game in
Pittsburgh for the first
time. “We’re going to work
hard in practice this
coming week and go up
there and play our best
game. We’re going to play
Ravens football.And with a
great game plan, I know
we’ll be ready for anything.”
Brady, of course, owns
three Super Bowl rings and
two more AFC titles. In
recent years, though, Flacco
has been just as successful
in the playoffs and has a
10-4 record, 7-4 on the road.
Cowboys at Packers
A longstanding rivalry –
they have met six times in
the playoffs, with Dallas
having four wins – will be
renewed. Standing in for
Bart Starr or Brett Favre
will be Rodgers, who
already owns a Super Bowl
ring. In place of Don
Meredith or Troy Aikman
will be Romo, whose late
touchdown pass lifted
Dallas over Detroit in the
wild-card round on Sunday.
“I’m excited about the
challenge, it’s going to be
fun,” Romo said.“Obviously

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck (12) throws a 36-yard touchdown
pass as he is tackled by Cincinnati Bengals' Carlos Dunlap (96) Sunday, Jan. 4,
2015, in Indianapolis.

we know now we’re going
against as good an offense
as there is in the league.
Maybe over the last three of
four years the best offense
in the league. It’s going to
be a great test. We have to
play great, better than we
did today.”
Green Bay was 8-0 at
home in 2014. Dallas (13-4)
won all eight of its road
games.
Panthers at Seahawks
Just the second team
with a losing record to win
a division title, the
Panthers took their fifth
straight game by ending
Arizona’s season Saturday.
It was Carolina’s first
playoff win in nine years.

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (9) after the Cowboys beat the New York Giants 31-28 in an NFL
football game, Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014.

Barbados
cricket team
announced
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‘FAMILY IS IMPORTANT’
THE family unit is an important
structure.
This is the belief of pastors and other
church leaders of the various
denominations of the Christian faith

across Barbados.
Speaking to The Barbados
Advocate yesterday, Co-Founder of
Restoration Ministries International,
Pastor Joy Durant, said that families

have always been a priority of their
Ministry.
“We are definitely focused on families.
It is really lovely to see sometimes entire
families come into the church. We put a

lot of emphasis on that and we believe
that it is important.”
She spoke of a couple that were
FAMILY on Page 7

SINGING SWEETLY ABOUT CHRISTMAS!: The St. Patrick’s Youth Choir were in excellent form during their performance on Sunday night in a
Christmas presentation called ‘Twelfth Night’ at the St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral. The activity included the combined catholic churches from across this
island. (See Page 4)
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