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WHEN asked if stiffer penalties
should be meted out to persons who
flout the law when it comes to the
preservation of the environment,
Environment Minister Dr. Denis
Lowe noted that it is a question of
enforcement of the existing laws.

According to Lowe, “There are struc-

tures scattered through various pieces
of legislation in various places that are
not being enforced at the level that they
should be.And one of the big problems in
this country is not a shortage of laws, it
is the anaemic responses you get form the
enforcers of those laws in many cases.”

The Minister told the media that the

Ministry of Environment is currently pi-
loting two pieces of legislation which he
anticipates will bring some resolve to
some of the existing challenges.

“The Environmental Management Act,
which is now achieving the attention of
the Chief Parliamentary Counsel at the 
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By Ashlee Cox

WE must be careful of persons in the
world who are steeped in negativity!

This comes from the Reverend Dr.Van
E Watson, as he delivered the sermon at
the Feast of the Epiphany, the Second

Sunday after Christmas service at the St.
Mary’s Parish Church, under the theme
‘God’s fellow workers: Build the bridge’.

As noted by Rev. Watson, as God pro-
tected the three wise men from the plot-
ting of Herod, so too must we allow his
Light to protect us as we continue along

our life’s journey.
As he spoke to the congregation, he 

encouraged them to be more careful of
persons like Herod who was fearful of
anyone becoming a leader and prone to
negative and violent acts; instead, he 
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THE tourist’s appetite for local and hand-
made ethnologies is widely recognised
and continues to be prevalent in the 
various sub-sectors of the industry.

This is according to the Association of
Caribbean States (ACS), which has ac-
knowledged that for many of its member
countries, the vast and multi-faceted
tourism industry provides a frequent in-
flux of cultural enthusiasts, adventure-
seekers, history buffs and world-heritage
aficionados, which has driven the growth
of micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs),many of which are skills-based
service enterprises.

"These range from entertainment serv-
ices related to cultural art forms and ex-
pressions, to the production of arts and
crafts, local gastronomy and cuisine and
traditional skills such as hair braiding
and basket weaving. For small entrepre-
neurs including cultural performers, ven-
dors, and producers of handcrafts, fur-
nishings, soaps, specialty foods and many
other hand-made products, the tourist
market offers unlimited sales opportuni-
ties, with a diverse range of sales venues
as well as visitors eager for “local” cultur-
ally-linked and indigenous products.”

In many vendor’s stalls across the re-
gion, it is common to find souvenirs, trin-
kets and other ‘local’ paraphernalia per-
sonalised with the country’s name, flag or
other insignia, which are not made in the
country of origin.

"This ability of international suppliers
to provide inexpensive, generic products
have severely impacted and diminished
business opportunities for local crafts-
men, both threatening the livelihoods of
the region’s artisans and the viability of
the sector. More importantly this prac-
tise, if it is allowed to continue unheeded,
has the capacity to undermine the sus-
tainability, value and ‘relevance’ of local
arts and craft, as well as inherent skills
and art forms, contributing to an even-
tual loss of heritage and traditions,” the
ACS indicated.

Research conducted by the ACS in an
exercise to evaluate the needs and chal-
lenges of the region’s artisan sector, fur-
ther revealed that local artisans are con-
strained by limited information about
buyer interests, consumer standards and
purchasing practices; and also lack cap-
ital and the assistance needed for inno-
vation in product design and develop-
ment to expand production, as well as
market effectively to a fragmented and
globalized supply sector.

ENFORCE LAWS!

Make 2015 a positive year

Craft
sector
crucial to
tourism

STRIKE UP THE BAND: Once you have talent, you never lose it. Former Director of the Royal Barbados Police
Band, Reverend Christopher Atherley, showed that he still has the magic touch as he took a turn directing the band dur-
ing one of its songs during the recent Christmas Day performance at Queen’s Park, to the delight of those in attendance.
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WHILE 2015 may be a
trying one for Barba-
dians, they are being
urged to stay positive,
and above all, trust in
God.

“In 2015, the truth is
we do expect challenges,
we know that challenges
will come, but listen, our
God is greater than our
circumstances. So let us
believe, let us trust and
let us remember that
there is a brighter future
ahead than what we are

facing now,” Pastor
Ronnie Quimby stressed.

He emphasised the
benefits of positive think-
ing, especially during
cases where one is con-
fronted with negativity,
noting that this would
lead to feelings of well
being.

“Your thoughts begin
to affect everything. If you
change your thought
process, your attitude
would be different to
work, to home life, to any

issues affecting you,” he
highlighted during a re-
cent televised interview.

Wishing everyone a
prosperous and peaceful
new year, Quimby en-
couraged persons to draw
closer to God, especially
at this time.

Proverbs 15:13 high-
lights that ‘A glad heart
makes a cheerful face, but
by sorrow of heart the
spirit is crushed’ and the
pastor noted that har-
bouring negative feelings

did not bode well for a
person’s attitude
throughout the day, and
throughout life in gen-
eral.

He therefore urged per-
sons to adopt a positive
stance, by believing in
themselves and what
they could achieve.

In addition, the pastor
admitted that while it
may be difficult to do so,
‘all things are possible
through Christ who
strengthens us’.

By Ashlee Cox

LIKE the three wise
men paid the baby
Jesus his dues, with
gifts befitting a King,
so too must the people
of Jesus pay their dues
and respect the Lord
and Saviour.

As noted by the
Reverend Dr.Van E
Watson, as he delivered
the sermon at the Feast of
the Epiphany, Second
Sunday after Christmas
service, at the St. Mary’s
Parish Church, under the
theme, “God’s Fellow
workers: Build the
Bridge”, we as Christians
are invited to understand
that Jesus is King and
the light of the world.

“We are invited firstly
to understand that Jesus
is King, and as we under-
stand that Jesus is King,
we ought to give him
what is fitting – give him
his dues. They paid him
homage, they gave his
dues, so that you must re-
spect our Lord Jesus, all
that he will do for us and
for everything he’s done,
but we must also make

sure that we give him his
worth... worship if you
will,” he noted.

Stating that this year
Barbadians had to be
careful to not allow them-
selves to be caught up in
such a way that they lost
sight of Sunday, he reaf-
firmed that as Jesus’ peo-
ple, Sunday had to be pri-
mary, as it was the ‘Lord’s
day’’!

“And yes there were
many challenges, yes
there are many invita-
tions, and sometimes we
are called upon, and
sometimes we may even
go out somewhere the day
before, the night before,
and we may want to say,
well I can miss this one.
Let us resolve and be res-
olute that we will not do
that. Give him his hom-
age, give him his worth,
give him gifts necessary
through this Church, for
indeed he said that the
church is the body of
Christ,” he urged.

He also urged the con-
gregation to be positive
this year and to live in the
Light of Christ, as they
worshiped him.

Be positive, live
in Christ’s light

Trust God in the face of challenges

AFTER a brief hiatus,
the series of town hall
meetings on the 2015
Barbados Secondary
Schools’ Entrance Exa-
mination (BSSEE) are
set to re-commence to-
morrow, Tuesday, Janua-
ry 6.

On that day, there will
be meetings at A. DaCos-
ta Edwards Primary
School, Belleplaine, St.
Andrew, and at the Eden
Lodge Primary, Eden
Lodge, St. Michael.

These will be followed
by two others on Satur-
day, January 10, at Prin-
cess Margaret Secondary
School in Six Roads, St.
Philip, and Wesley Hall
Primary, King Street, St.
Michael.

Town hall sessions on
the examination, famil-
iarly known as the 11-
Plus or Common En-
trance, will culminate on
Sunday, January 11, at
St. John’s Primary, Glebe
Land, St. John, and St.
Joseph Primary, Horse
Hill, St. Joseph.

All meetings begin at
5:00 p.m.

An initiative of the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology and
Innovation, the meetings
aim to familiarise par-
ents about the processes
involved in the adminis-
tration of the exam,
which will be held on
Tuesday, May 5.

Senior Education Offi-
cer, Glyne Price, and
Education Officer, Ever-
ton Briggs, have been
conducting the sessions
at various venues across
the island. The two offi-
cers, among other things,
instruct persons on how
to fill out the forms used
in the exam, including
those for choice of school,
deferral and special re-
quests. They also field
questions on the exami-
nation.

Parents and guardians
have been urged by the
Ministry of Education to
attend any meeting con-
sidered to be convenient
for them.

11-Plus meetings
resume tomorrow
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By Ashlee Cox

A CALL has been made for
Barbadians to be more discern-
ing this year, not only in speach,
but in all activities of their lives,
for this new year, 2015.

This call was made by the
Reverend Dr.Van E Watson, as
he delivered the sermon at the
Feast of the Epiphany, Second
Sunday after Christmas serv-
ice, at the St. Mary's Parish

Church, under the theme,
“God's Fellow workers: Build
the Bridge”.

As noted by Watson, as he
used the story of the three Wise
men who paid homage to the
baby Jesus, by following the
shining star and presenting the
baby with gifts befitting that of
a King, he noted that as we
went through life, we had to be
able to know where to go, what
to do and how to do it, as we

continued on our life's journeys.
“We should be like the wise

men to see that star and with a
discerning mind make the jour-
ney, because as we journey, we
need to know where we are
going... we just don't walk to no
where. We need to know where
we are going and so we need
that Divine presence to help us
along our journey, for remem-
ber, that as much as it was the
star, it was God's action. The

star was just the outward and
visible sign of an action of God,
and so we need God alongside
us, or sometimes even before us,
as we make our journey, as we
embark on our journey,” he
noted.

Continuing, he further stated,
“So the first thing we ask God to
do, is to give us that discerning
mind, to be able to make the
right decisions or the best deci-
sions, for if we may jump to the

end, the wise men had to make
a decision, and it was under
Divine authority. When they
were finished, they were told
not to return to Herod, but to go
back by another way.”

According to Watson, we also
need to be able to have that di-
vine presence to guide us and to
show us when it is time to take
a different route, “when to
change course and change di-
rection”.

Barbadians told to be more discerning this year

TWENTY-EIGHT elderly per-
sons of the Day Care Unit at
the Geriatric Hospital, Bec-
kles Road, St. Michael, were
recently treated to a day of
cheer by the staff of the
National Library Service.

The event was a part of the
Library’s annual Christmas pro-
gramme. It featured song,dance
and spirited performances by
‘Froggie’ and the Pompasetters

Tuk Band.
Employees of the National

Library Service also donated a
hamper to the ward and gave
each patient a Christmas gift.

The elderly persons and staff
of the Geriatric Hospital presen-
ted the National Library Service
with a beautiful handmade gift
and card to express their appre-
ciation for the over 20 years of
continuous support.

Library staff
bring Christmas
cheer to geriatric
patients

Accepting the gift basket from Co-ordinator of Government Department Libraries, Grace Haynes
(right) is Nurse Janice Broomes (left) in the presence of Library Assistant Karen Solomon.

Co-ordinator of Government Department Libraries, Grace Haynes, accepting the gift from the
Geriatric Daycare patients represented by Gloria King. Looking on is Nurse Undine Brown (right)
with members of the National Library Service Chorale in the background.
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further urged them to be
positive this year.

“More significantly, let us
not have anything to do with
the negativities connected to
Herod and the negativities of
our world.

“Let us be positive this year.
Let us surround ourselves
with positive people. Let us
discern when negativity is
stepping in and remove our-
selves so that we would not
catch that negativity flu, so
that we can live positively in
the light of Christ; Christ our
lord,” he noted.

Continuing, he further

noted, “And in that, my broth-
ers and sisters, if we pledge
to do that this year, we will
see what a change that will
take place in us and how easy
and calm you would be, so that
you would not have to fret
about any and everything.You
would not become so angry
that we lose our way, but we
live this year positively in the
Lord.

“So I wish you, and wish for
you, that positive purposeful
life in the Lord, and may you
receive blessings upon bless-
ings and all the great things
God will have for you and your
family in this year of our Lord,
2015.”

Fend off negativity

      



AS they make their reso-
lutions for 2015,
Barbadians are being
urged to make improved
personal and professional
productivity a priority.

In an interview with
the Barbados
Government Information
Service, Training Officer
at the Productivity
Council, Karen Collins,
also 
encouraged persons to

promote productivity
whenever possible. “The
first way to motivate any-
body is to expect them to
perform. Too often, we sit
back and watch our col-
leagues do things that
have a negative impact on
productivity and we do
nothing. I don’t mean run-
ning and telling some-
body, I mean perhaps
even helping that person
through an area of diffi-

culty,” she pointed out.
The Council is currently

providing productivity
training programmes for
several public and private
sector organisations, in-
cluding the National
Union of Public Workers
(NUPW).

“We train you to be
more productive at work
but the same principles of
continuous improvement,
managing your time and

goal setting can also be
applied to your personal
lives,” Mrs. Collins ex-
plained.

Education Officer at the
NUPW, Richard Green,
believed that the
Council’s training pro-
grammes also contributed
to strengthening
Barbados’ economy, as it
encouraged participants
to use resources wisely.
“Times are difficult and
resources are scarce, and
it is even more incumbent
on us now to use all our
resources as efficiently as
possible,” he maintained.

The Council offers
workshops on Improving
Productivity for
Individual and National
Prosperity and GET UP
(Getting Everyone to
Understand
Productivity).

Further information
may be obtained 
by contacting the
Productivity Council 
at 626-9416,
or emailing
bnpcouncil@caribsurf.
com

EFFECTIVE
Thursday, January 1,
2015, dogs and cats
may enter Barbados
from any country in
the world.

This disclosure has
come from Senior
Veterinary Officer in the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Dr. Mark Trotman, who
added that previously,
such animals could only
come into the island from
the United Kingdom,
Australia, New Zealand
and a few Caribbean is-
lands. However, new reg-
ulations would allow
these animals to enter
Barbados from anywhere
in the world.

“In order for an animal
to be allowed into the is-
land, pet owners must
first obtain an import per-
mit, along with a health
certificate issued by the
animal’s country of ori-
gin. The import coun-
tries are broken down
into two categories.
Category one countries

include Canada, United
States of America, the
European Union, St.
Vincent, Antigua and St.
Lucia. Category two coun-
tries are Venezuela,
Guyana, South Africa,
most South American
countries, countries from
South East Asia, and
some Central American
countries, among others,”
Dr. Trotman stated.

He further explained
that apart from the im-
port permit and health
certificate, regulations for
importation depended on
which category an animal
fell into.

“For animals entering
from category one coun-
tries, a microchip must be
implanted first, then a ra-
bies vaccination adminis-
tered, and there is a min-
imum of a 35 day wait.
The animal must also be
treated for ticks and tape

worms within seven days
of arrival.

“For animals from the
category two countries,
there is the microchip, the
rabies vaccination and 30
days after the rabies vac-
cination, a blood titer test
must be taken. Ninety
days after that test, once
they have the correct
titer, the animal will be
allowed to enter
Barbados,” the Senior
Veterinary Officer out-
lined.

Dr. Trotman said that
the new regulations were
essential, as his office re-
ceived queries daily about
the importation of ani-
mals.

“This is a big deal for
Barbados. We receive
queries almost every day
from people who want to
travel with their pets.
There are people who are
returning to live in

Barbados and have a fam-
ily, which includes their
pets. We have lost invest-
ments because people
could not move to
Barbados with their
pets,” he pointed out.

Dr. Trotman noted that
there was also a demand
from persons who wanted
to bring their service an-
imals with them into the
island, as well as from
those who visited the is-
land seasonally and
wished to bring their an-
imals. He added that
there was now a possibil-
ity for veterinary tourism,
where countries could
utilise the services of vet-
erinarians in Barbados.

When the pets arrive
into the island, they are
examined by one of the
Veterinary Officers at the
Animal Reception Centre,
located at the Grantley
Adams International

Airport. To facilitate the
examination, pet owners
are asked to send infor-
mation about their ani-
mal’s arrival to the
Veterinary Services
Department at least
three working days in ad-
vance. They are also

asked to retain the serv-
ices of a customs broker to
avoid delays in process-
ing, because duties may
be charged on the animal.

Further information
may be obtained by con-
tacting the Veterinary
Services Department at
427-5492 or visiting the
Ministry’s website at
http://www.agriculture.go
v.bb/agri/.
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THE Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Youth will
launch its National
Restoration Programme
and the Preservation
(Barbados) Foundation
Trust, today Monday,
January 5, at Ilaro Court,
Two Mile Hill,St.Michael,
at 6:30 p.m.

It is being held
under the patronage of
His Excellency, Governor
General, Sir Elliott

Belgrave, and world-
renowned English com-
poser and theatrical pro-
ducer, Lord Andrew Lloyd
Webber.

Prime Minister
Freundel Stuart; Minister
of Culture, Sports and
Youth, Stephen Lashley;
and Chair of the Task
Force on the Restoration
of Barbados’ Built
Heritage, Sir Henry
Fraser, will give remarks

at the launch.
The objective of the

National Restoration
Programme is to garner fi-
nancial and in-kind sup-
port for the restoration of
historic properties in
Barbados, the first two
being the former home of
the Public Library – the
Carnegie Building at
Coleridge Street – and a
100-year-old chattel house
in Bridgetown.

THE St. Michael North
West Constituency
Council will offer lessons
in Spanish for persons in
that constituency from
today Monday, January 5.

Classes will be held every
Monday and Wednesday
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
They will end on Monday,
March 23.

Interested residents

are asked to collect regis-
tration forms from the
Deacons Resource
Centre.

The classes are part of
the Council’s thrust to

empower residents of the
constituency, give them
an opportunity to learn a
new skill, and create
other avenues of employ-
ment.

Dogs and cats may now enter island 

Make productivity a priority

Training Officer at the Productivity Council, Karen
Collins 

National restoration programme
being launched today

– from any part of the world

Spanish classes to begin this week

COME Tuesday, January
6, students attending the
Grazettes Primary
School will be heading
back to the school’s orig-
inal location at
Grazettes, St. Michael.

According to Deputy
Chief Education Officer,
Karen Best, the Ministry
of Education, Science,
Technology and
Innovation had received
the necessary clearance
from the Health and
Safety Section of the
Ministry of Labour.

“The Ministry of
Labour has informed us

that there is no evidence
of odour and the school
may be re-occupied,” Mrs.
Best stated.

She also reminded the
public that school will re-
sume on Monday,
January 5, for teachers
and Tuesday, January 6,
for students.

Students of Grazettes
Primary were relocated
last October to the
Ebenezer Breath of Life
Seventh-day Churches
after an environmental
problem forced the school
to close on a number of
occasions.

Grazettes Primary
to re-open at
original location
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THE health of women
and girls must be
placed at the centre of
“closing the gap” to
end the AIDS epi-
demic in the post-2015
agenda.

This is according to Dr.
Edward Greene, UN
Secretary General
Special Envoy for HIV in
the Caribbean, who be-
lieves that sexual and re-
productive health and
HIV and AIDS targets
are among those that will
not be met by the end of
the Millennium
Development Goal pe-
riod.

While the Caribbean is
in a good position to be
the first region in the
world to eliminate
mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV, he 
noted that governments
need to accelerate their
obligations to guarantee
and to take 
responsibility for
women’s timely and non-
discriminatory access to
maternal health 
services.

Dr. Greene is appeal-
ing to both education and
church administrators to
play a much more active
role in preventing young
people from becoming
HIV infected and for

drastically reducing teen
pregnancies.

He revealed findings of
studies undertaken be-
tween the late 1990s and
2008, which state that
sexually active students
less than 15 years of age
ranged from 10-16 years
for boys and 14-17 years
for girls; and 80 percent
boys and 67 percent girls
reported having more
than one life time part-
ners.

“Girls under 15 years
are five times more likely
to die in child birth than
women in their 20’s and
those under 18 are at
much higher risk of preg-
nancy related injuries,”
he said.

Dr. Greene further re-
vealed the stark reality
that 21 percent of ten
million girls under the
age of 18 years who en-
tered womanhood prema-
turely in 2009 lived in
Latin America and the
Caribbean; and in nine
Caribbean countries, 48
percent adolescents iden-
tify sexual initiation as
forced.

In addition, he ac-
knowledged that three
Caribbean countries are
among the top ten for re-
ported rape; one in three
women on average will

experience domestic vio-
lence; and all Caribbean
countries where data has
been available have
higher than the global
average of rape.

CHATTEL HOUSE
BOOKS,a division of Book
Source, will be looking to
see how it can bring
greater exposure in the
coming months to local au-
thors.

Erica Hinkson, market-
ing manager for the book
store which has branded
itself has having a heavy
focus on the marketing of
material written by local
and regional authors, said
that the move to help bring
international exposure to
local talent will form part
of a wider range of author
services which the com-
pany now offers to
Barbadian writers.

Hinskon told the
Barbados Advocate dur-
ing a books launching
event held at the Sky Mall,
Haggatt Hall store over
the Christmas holidays
that the company was par-
ticularly keen on getting
the Barbadian brand on
the international market.
To do so, she explained,
meant that Chattel House
Books needed to work on
strengthening both back-
ward and forward support
linkages.

The company not only
retails books,but assists in
the marketing,promotion,
distribution (including e-

distribution) and printing
of reading material.

Hinkson said that for
budding writers, services
in the form of workshops
and networking events
were provided in an effort
to link the writers with
other authors, graphic de-
signers, editors and pub-
lishers.

“We have reached the
stage where we are looking
to take some of the authors
overseas now to several of
the conferences we have
been attending in previous
years, such as the New
York Book Fair and the
London Book Fair. Before,
we used to take their only
books but now that we
have made the Chattel
House Books Club so large,
we have more resources to
be able to offer more serv-
ices to our authors and get
them into some of the
larger forums”, the com-
pany’s marketing manager
said.

Hinskon also noted that
the company was currently
working on creating book
catalogs which would be
distributed to the various
territories of the region, in-
cluding having them in-
serted into reading materi-
als provided on
airlines.(RS)
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first phase level and a
new Solid Waste
Management Act, which
we are now getting com-
ments from stakeholders
to put together the final
draft.

“In both of these Acts,
there are specific penal-
ties attached to persons
who violate the law and
we are going to call in the
Act for partnership be-
tween the Ministry re-
sponsible for executing
and the RBPF in joining
hands on working on
policing the law and get-
ting people in line.
Because like all
Barbadians I am worried
about where we are and
where we are going.”

Minister Lowe who said
he had the privilege and
honour to visit countries
across the world, said
many of them experience
the same challenges as
Barbados, as a small is-
land with limited re-
sources.

He remarked that dur-

ing a recent conference
trip to New York City with
Prime Minister Freundel
Stuart, every day there
were mounds of garbage
lined up on the heavily
traversed streets.“Some of
the piles were as high as I
am tall, which is not a
challenge,” he mused.

“I hear people complain
about things in Barbados
and my wish for 2015 is
that more Barbadians
would expose themselves
to international practices
and habits and then judge
where Barbados stands in
the context of the overall
practices of humankind.
Because unless we have
the exposure we will not
be able to appreciate what
Barbados goes through to
keep this island where it
needs to be.

“And yes we need to con-
tinue to advance it, but I
am saying we need to be
more resilient, in not only
how we take care of our
personal lives, but how
take care of the affairs of
State not only as a govern-
ment but citizens,”he said.
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Dr. Edward Greene, UN
Secretary General
Special Envoy for HIV
in the Caribbean

Place women and
girls at centre of
“closing the gap”

Int’l problem

Book store to
facilitate exposure of
Barbadian authors
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By Colville Mounsey

NOSTALGIA, timeless
and energy packed,
these are some of the
words and phrases
which came to mind
after witnessing Spice
and Company emerge
from the entertain-
ment archives to rock
a fair sized crowd at
2nd Street Holetown
on Old Year’s night.

It was quite a treat for
locals who would have
missed the dynamic band,
which churned out hit

after just under two
decades ago as well as the
tourist who might be fa-
miliar with the
techno/Soca fusion hits
but never got the oppor-
tunity to see them before
they came out of the lime
light. It must be said that
the crowd by no means got
band, which was ring
rusty but rather a group,
which seemed well rested
and full of energy to en-
tertain in reminiscent
fashion of their glory days.

cont’d on page 7

Spice still has
the flavour

Spice and Company band members on stage

People used all vantage points to take in the action on stage.

Never a dull moment on the night
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SPICE from page 6
Those gathered got to

party in 90s mode as lead
singer Allan Sheppard,
performed hits like “too
many guns,” “Make noise”
and many more including
a few numbers which
seemed relatively and
leading towards the pop

genre.
“I have heard their

music in the US especially
when you reference
Barbados.This is my third
trip to Barbados and it is
first time I have seen them
perform and it was a real
treat for the girls, myself
and the wife,” said US vis-

itor, Roger Mandeville.
His was not an isolated

opinion as everyone pro-
fessed their thorough en-
joyment of the affair as
drinks flowed and it was
clear that no one wanted
the party to end even
though the new year had
been ushered in style.

Patrons enjoy 90’s
vibe in Holetown

Opposition Leader Mia Mottley came out to ring in the new year as well.

Smiling for the camera! Lead singer Allan Sheppard getting the Old Year’s party pumped

    



ONE thing can be said about the Municipal Solid
Waste Tax – it continues to attract discussions
and even controversy, dating back from the time
it was first spoken about in August 2013, and con-
tinuing throughout 2014.

It was shown in the daily press just before year
end that a large number of Barbadian taxpayers
turned up at the Barbados Revenue Authority
(BRA) offices to pay the tax and thus beat the
December 31, deadline. From all reports this sud-
den rush to the BRA came after a clarification
was made that the amnesty the Minister of
Finance and Economic Affairs, Christopher
Sinckler,had revealed in his Ministerial Statement
in early December, did not include the Municipal
Solid Waste Tax.

What seemed to have happened in this case was
a misinterpretation on the part of taxpayers that
the tax due on December 31, would now have been
part of the amnesty with  a March 31, 2015 dead-
line.

In the Ministerial Statement Mr. Sinckler said
that in order “to assist the BRA in its tax admin-
istration and collection efforts we have also decided
to offer a short term amnesty to all taxpayers
across all tax categories on the interest and
penalty accrued on taxes owed at December 31,
2014.Access to this facility will be on the basis that
the taxpayer pays their total outstanding princi-
pal owed to the BRA on or before March 15, 2015.”
Some said the Minister ought to have been more
specific by itemizing/identifying those areas of the
tax system where the amnesty applied.As was ex-
plained subsequently, the Municipal Solid Waste
Tax was not in arrears and would not have been
so certainly up to December 31, 2014. So the state-
ment in effect meant other tax systems – Value
Added Tax, Land Tax, and Income Tax. One thing
that remains for sure is that there are many tax-
payers still to make their payments to the BRA of-
fice.

As a consequence of this they will more than
likely incur the five per cent penalty for not meet-
ing the stipulated deadline of December 31, 2014.
In the event the tax remains unpaid there will also
be a one per cent interest monthly on the balance
that remains outstanding. This will be known
when the Minister presents his Budget in April.

The Municipal Solid Waste Tax was first re-
vealed in the Budget of August 2013. That along
with the Consolidation Tax and the Bank Asset
Tax was part of a new tax regime to boost
Government revenues. Together, as the Minister
pointed out, they are targeted to yield $91.2 mil-
lion or about 1.0 7 per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP). For its part the Municipal Solid Waste
Tax has been introduced to assist with the man-
agement of solid waste generated from residential
and commercial places.

It was in mid-2014 when a decision was taken
by Government to extend the deadline for the Tax
from July 31, (2014) to December 31.That decision
also included some waivers mainly to pensioners
amid the outcry that the tax represented another
burden on the already overtaxed middle class of
Barbados.

The Minister has said that Government will be
revisiting and reviewing the Municipal Solid
Waste Tax with a view to determining whether its
continued existence in its present form is justified.
Based on their reactions to it, taxpayers would cer-
tainly like to see the back of it.

Editorial

Clearing up
confusion with
tax deadline

LONDON – British
human rights lawyer
Amal Clooney claimed in
an interview published
Saturday that she was
threatened with arrest in
Egypt after identifying
flaws in the judicial sys-
tem that later contributed
to the convictions of three
Al-Jazeera journalists.

Clooney, a rights lawyer
who married Hollywood
star George Clooney in a
lavish Venice ceremony
last year, helped compile a
report for the
International Bar
Association in February
2014 that raised questions
about the independence of
judges and prosecutors in
Egypt.

“When I went to launch
the report, first of all they
stopped us from doing it in
Cairo,” she told the
Guardian newspaper.

“They said: ‘Does the re-
port criticise the army, the
judiciary, or the govern-
ment?’ We said: ‘Well, yes.’
They said: ‘Well then,
you’re risking arrest,’”
said Clooney, who is one
of the lawyers represent-
ing one of the trio of Al-
Jazeera reporters cur-
rently detained in Cairo.

The report, based on a
fact-finding mission made
in mid-2013, warned
about the wide powers
that ministers had over
judges and highlighted a
record of selective prose-
cutions.

Supporters of the three
Al-Jazeera journalists,
who were detained in
December 2013 and ac-
cused of spreading false
information and aiding
the blacklisted Muslim
Brotherhood, say the
charges were politically

motivated.
One of the recommen-

dations in Clooney’s re-
port was to end the prac-
tice that allows Egyptian
officials to handpick
judges in certain politi-
cised cases.

“That recommendation
wasn’t followed, and we’ve
seen the results of that in
this particular case where
you had a handpicked
panel led by a judge who is
known for dispensing bru-
tal verdicts. And this one
was no different,” she said.

Egypt’s top court on
Thursday ordered a re-
trial of Australian Peter
Greste, Egyptian-
Canadian Mohamed
Fahmy and Egyptian
Baher Mohamed, but kept
the journalists in custody
pending a new hearing.

Fahmy – whom Clooney
represents – and Greste

are seeking deportation,
while Mohamed’s wife
said she was looking at
ways to get her husband
out of Egypt.

Clooney said she hoped
that Fahmy’s deportation
would go ahead “in fairly
quick terms”, expressing
little confidence in a re-
trial.

“I don’t see how the
prosecution can proceed
again in a trial process
even if the judges were to
be constituted properly
this time around. I don’t
see how they could fix the
lack of evidence,” she said.

“We have to continue
and double our efforts to
achieve his release in
other ways. Unfortunately
we have to conclude that
we can’t rely on these
Egyptian court processes
to achieve a fair or swift
result,” she said.

LONDON – A British
nurse with Ebola was
fighting for her life yester-
day as two health work-
ers, who also spent time
in Sierra Leone, were
placed under observation
in the US and Germany.

On Saturday, the
London hospital where
nurse Pauline Cafferkey
is being treated, said her
health had taken a turn
for the worse.

“The condition of
Pauline Cafferkey has
gradually deteriorated
over the past two days and
is now critical,” the Royal
Free Hospital said.

On Wednesday, doctors
had said the 39-year-old
Scot, who had been work-
ing with the charity Save
the Children in Sierra
Leone, was sitting up in
bed, reading and talking
to staff from inside her iso-
lation tent in the hospital.

British Prime Minister
David Cameron told BBC
television Ebola was “up-
permost” in his mind
given Cafferkey’s condi-
tion and said he was
“thinking of her and her
family”.

Cafferkey’s doctors said
she had agreed to be

treated with blood plasma
from an Ebola survivor
containing virus-fighting
antibodies as well as an
experimental anti-viral
drug.

Cafferkey was volun-
teering at a British-built
treatment centre in Kerry
Town, not far from Sierra
Leone’s capital Freetown,
when she contracted the
deadly virus.

She was diagnosed in
Glasgow on December 29,
a day after flying home,
and transferred to the
Royal Free, which has the
only isolation ward in
Britain equipped for Ebola
patients.

Expert microbiologist
Professor Hugh
Pennington said she
would need luck to survive
the disease, which experts
still do not fully under-
stand.

“The plasma is probably
her best chance of treat-
ment,” he said.

In the United States, a
US healthcare worker
who also spent time in
Sierra Leone, was to be
placed under observation
at a Nebraska hospital
after high-risk exposure to
the Ebola virus, health of-

ficials said.
In Germany, a South

Korean medical worker
recently working with pa-
tients in Sierra Leone was
hospitalised and placed in
an isolation unit, accord-
ing to Berlin’s Charite
hospital.

The patient was dis-
playing no symptoms, but
sustained a “slight” cut to
the finger while taking the
blood of a patient on
December 29.

‘No plan B’
The Ebola outbreak has
killed more than 7 900
people out of more than 20
300 cases, according to the
latest tally Friday by the
World Health
Organization.

Almost all the deaths
and cases have been
recorded in the three west
African countries worst
hit by the outbreak: Sierra
Leone, Liberia and
Guinea.

As part of attempts to
halt the epidemic, Sierra
Leone announced on
Sunday the lockdown in
the northern Tonkolili dis-
trict had been extended
for two weeks.

It also imposed “addi-

tional screening meas-
ures” at Freetown
International Airport
after two workers appar-
ently caught the disease.

Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed, the new head of
the UN Mission for Ebola
Emergency Response, said
the world had no choice
but to beat back the infec-
tion, as he arrived in the
Ghanaian capital Accra to
assume duty.

“This is a global crisis.
We definitely have a diffi-
cult time ahead of us, but
we can achieve it,” he said.

“We have no plan B; we
have to get rid of this
virus. This is within our
reach, but we should not
be complacent.

“We need to keep going
until we don’t have even
one case, because even one
case is too many,” he said.

Ahmed will be visiting
Liberia and Sierra Leone
this week, and Guinea
shortly after.

Ebola can fell its victims
within days, causing se-
vere fever and muscle
pain, weakness, vomiting
and diarrhoea. In severe
cases it shuts down organs
and causes unstoppable
bleeding.

Ebola-infected UK nurse 
fighting for her life

Amal Clooney ‘threatened with
arrest’ in Egypt

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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THERE was food, drinks,
dancing and much merri-
ment at the Democratic
Labour Party Christ
Church East Constituency
office on Saturday when
Member of Parliament for
that area, Dr. Denis Lowe,
hosted a party for his con-
stituents.

In attendance at this event
were also friends, family and
supporters of Dr. Lowe. During
the night’s proceedings the par-
liamentary representative
could be seen moving through
the crowd greeting and inter-

acting with those present at his
Enterprise, Christ Church of-
fice.

Pausing to speak with the
media, the Minister of
Environment and Drainage
said the party is an annual
event and it was his way of
thanking persons for the sup-
port they have shown.

“We try to do something
every year for our people to
show them that we appreciate
their support, we appreciate
their love. They have been 
very good to me, especially 
during the times of my 

challenges physically. They
have been around, they have
been there and this is but a
small token to say thanks to
them.”

Dr. Lowe further said the
event which started around
9:30 in the evening is usually
well attended. He added that
an extra effort is made to in-
clude the youth given that
“very often they don’t get 
involved in the formal activi-
ties in the constituency. So we
try to get them involved in
these kinds of social
events”.(MG)

MP says ‘thanks’ with party

Patrick Gollop, Stephen Layne and Kenneth Forde in conver-
sation with Minister of Environment and Drainage, Dr. Denis
Lowe during Saturday’s party .

These two had fun on the dance floor during the party hosted
by Member of Parliament for Christ Church East.

There was much to eat and drink at Saturday’s party.

BARBADIANS will soon see a
new type of Sanitation truck on
the road,but it will be used solely
for recyclable materials.

This was revealed by
Environment Minister Denis
Lowe as he highlighted aspects
of Government’s ongoing recy-
cling programme.

While not giving full details at
the time, he said the Sanitation
Service Authority will be launch-
ing in a matter of a week or two
a Green Collection Programme,
which features a vehicle dedi-

cated to collecting “green”waste,
including plastics and card etc.

He said the vehicle is a com-
pactor,but is branded and colour
coded differently from the other
compactors currently making
their rounds across the island.
Dr. Lowe acknowledged the
many other recyclers in
Barbados that have done an out-
standing job in contributing to
the removal of certain waste
from waste stream, so that it
doesn’t go to the landfill, partic-
ularly B’s Recycling.

He lamented that too many
people, including those from af-
fluent neighbourhoods, are still
putting the wrong types of ob-
jects in their garbage. The
Energy Minister explained that
at times, these objects destroy
the compactor’s chopper and as
a result the vehicle is inoperable.
He said this is a problem that
has been seen in different makes
of compactors which means the
vehicle will be off the road until
the new part can be brought into
the island.

Recycling compactor on the roads soon

      



HAITI will delight and
surprise you, says
CTO Secretary
General

Haiti has an interest-
ing tourism product, says
Secretary General,
Caribbean Tourism
Organisation (CTO),
Hugh Riley.

Speaking on the CTO’s
Destination Caribbean
programme, he noted
“Haiti falls under the cat-
egory of the kind of
tourism product that is
really unlike what you
would expect to see in
other places.”

“You can expect to see
mountains, white sand
beaches, experience lots
of culture and history. I

think the variety that
people expect to see in
the Caribbean, can be
found in Haiti,” he said.

Riley also shared the
Haitian Tourism
Minister, Stéphanie
Villedrouin delight of cur-
rent development hap-
pening in Cotes-de Fe
and Ile-a-Vache; which
are two small white sand
beach areas in the south
of Haiti, which he said
most people would find
extremely appealing.

“People don’t think of
Haiti in those terms, you
think of Haiti in terms of
the history, culture, art
and music – people some-
times forget that Haiti
has all those other things

in terms of white sand
beaches, and that it is
massively important in
the cruise industry such
as Labadee in the north
of the country,” he high-
lighted.

“Haiti will surprise
you and delight you, and
we are very proud to have
Haiti as a part of the va-
riety that the Caribbean
Tourism Organisation
represents.”

As Haiti records signif-
icant growth in its
tourism arrivals, the
CTO Secretary General
also looks forward to see-
ing this growth through-
out the region, as the re-
gion attracts more for-
eign direct investment, as

well as local and regional
investment.

“I think that through-
out the region we are

going to see opportunities
among our own to go to
Haiti and make invest-
ments there, because it

has that type of environ-
ment to find opportunity
and take advantage of it.”
(TL)

SAYING that
Government’s Waste to
Energy Project could
take up to 18 and 24
months to be constructed,
Environment Minister
Dr. Denis Lowe assures
that preliminary work is
moving ahead at the
Vaucluse site.

Speaking to the media
recently, the Minister ex-
plained that
Government’s Green
Energy programme is
being built out with en-
thusiasm and focus.

“We have going
arrangements for not
only for the Waste to
Energy plant but we are
in the finals stage of ne-
gotiation on phase two of
the Green Energy pro-
gramme at Vaucluse that
involves the solar pro-
gramme and the landfill
gas to energy programme
where we will be extract-
ing those gases from
under a number of de-
commissioned landfill
cells at Vaucluse.”

He revealed that a
source has recently been
identified for the pur-
chase of CO2 that will be
used in Government’s off-
shore programme.
“Which is very important
and that will also allow
us to scale back on the
emission of greenhouse

gases into our environ-
ment.”

Dr. Lowe said the pre-
liminary studies of the
waste to energy pro-
gramme are being car-
ried out and expects that
a team of engineers will
be coming to the island
in the middle of this
month to continue the
preliminary work.

“The Environmental
Impact Assessment is
being undertaken, a
Waste Characterisation
Study is being under-
taken to determine the
content of the waste, and
a Social Impact Study
has to be done as well as
a Transport Study to deal
with transportation in

and out the site.”
“All of these things are

being rolled out as part
of the preliminary phase
of executing the project.
The solar project is now
being negotiated and a
contractor is being looked
at in terms of getting ap-
propriate proposal in so
that the government can
move ahead on that as-
pect of the green energy
programme as well.”

Saying that the project
is technologically elabo-
rate and complex, he ex-
plained this is the ration-
ale behind the mass oper-
ation at the site with the
operation of the Transfer
Station and other activi-
ties.
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MEMBERS of the public
have been advised that
the pharmacy at the
Eunice Gibson Polyclinic,
Warrens, St. Michael, will
close on Thursday,
January 8 for stocktaking.

However, all other poly-
clinic services will be

available. Persons who
need to have prescriptions
filled during this time,
may do so at any other
polyclinic pharmacy. The
pharmacy at the Eunice
Gibson Polyclinic will re-
open on Friday, January
9, at 8:15 a.m.

Haiti possesses a
delightful tourism
product

Pharmacy at Eunice
Gibson Polyclinic to
close on January 8

Preliminary work
continues at Vaucluse

Secretary General, Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), Hugh Riley

–  says  CTO Secretary General

       



NASSAU, Bahamas –
The Bahamas govern-
ment says it is moving to
stem a practice where
visitors who come to the
country as tourists later
“pick up high profile jobs”
in the country.

Foreign Affairs and
Immigration Minister
Fred Mitchell said the
government has now em-
barked on a series of
meetings to inform the
society about illegal mi-
gration practices

He stressed that in
areas such as Abaco,
Eleuthera and Exuma,
there are complaints that
people simply seem to 
believe that you can oper-
ate in a country without
the proper immigration
permission and paper-
work, and that needs to
change.

“We also have people
who come in as tourists
and then begin working
in high profile jobs all the
while pretending they
are tourists and that
must come to a stop.

“And then, this feeding
illegal migration by
thinking all you have to
do is just come into a
community like Abaco,

melt into the community
and then you just get
adopted somehow, and
you get rights to stay
there. So, all of that has
to stop and the meeting is
really meant to discuss
with community leaders
how best to go about 
approaching this,” he
said.

Last November,
Nassau introduced a new
immigration policy re-
quiring foreigners to
show evidence that they
have permission to live or
work in the country.

But the President of
the Grand Bahamas
Human Rights
Association (GBHRA),
Fred Smith, said recent
photographs show sus-
pected illegal immigrants
were penned in a mobile
enclosure more suited to
the transportation of live-
stock than human beings.

Acknowledging that
Abaco has one of the most
serious immigration
problems, Mitchell said it
is a longstanding issue
and a community rela-
tions problem that has to
be handled with some
sensitivity.

He said that obviously

there are some people
who have been in The
Bahamas for a long time,
and the government has
certain treaty obligations
with regards to those who
have been living here
prior to 1985, which will
be adhered to.

Mitchell said there was
also a class of people who
were born in The
Bahamas to non-
Bahamian parents and
they have certain rights
or expectations which
they have to apply for;
but if they have not 
applied it means that
they “don’t have the 
lawful authority to be in
the country and so they
need to get the paper-
work in order otherwise
you are going to be sub-
ject to deportation.

“As harsh at that is,
that is where we are right
now. I think the country
is so exercised over this
immigration issue that
we need to get it under
control and the measures
are just going to be
strictly enforced now.”

Mitchell also dismissed
reports that children
were being ill-treated as
immigration officials con-

tinue to implement the
new regulations.

“Again, you have this
activist here in Grand
Bahama painting a false
picture of that, and it’s re-
ally done in my view to
try and sap the will of the
public on this issue. The
facts on those matters
with regards to children
are quite plain.

“The children they 
alleged were somehow
not handled properly by
immigration officers, that
was false. We know that
it was demonstrated to be
false, and the Prime
Minister asked for sepa-
rate facilities and those
facilities are now in place
so those issues don’t
arise,” he said.

Mitchell said he feels
“that there is psychologi-
cal warfare going on here
where what they are try-
ing to do is portray a pic-
ture of a bureaucracy
that is insensitive and
abusive, and every day
they are trying to over-
whelm us with these im-
ages in the press and on
social media that some-
how there is something
untoward being done
here.

“But, there is no mis-
chief here to cure. The
fact is if you are a non-na-
tional living in The
Bahamas, you need to
have the passport of your
nationality and some-
thing that indicates that
you have the permission
to be here from immigra-
tion.

“That is a simple thing

and it is not complicated
and there is nothing abu-
sive about it, and I would
only urge Bahamians
themselves to not become
victims of this sabotage
or attempt at sabotage of
our national will by 
portraying these 
false pictures and images
in the press,” he 
said.

WASHINGTON – The
United States has reit-
erated its “unflinching
support” for Haiti as the
French speaking
Caribbean country 
celebrates its 211th 
anniversary of
Independence .

“Just as we stand with
the Haitian people today
as they mark their 211th
year of independence, the
United States reiterates its
unflinching support of the
people of Haiti as they
strive to build a stronger
and more enduring democ-
racy,” said US Secretary of
State John Kerry in his
Independence Message to
the Government and peo-
ple of Haiti.

“The people-to-people
bonds shared by our two
nations sustain a warm
friendship that prevails
through times of prosper-

ity and trial,” he added.
“These unbreakable

links give us cause to reaf-
firm the commitment of
the United States to be a
partner for a more stable
and prosperous Haiti and
to wish the Haitian people
well on this special day,”
continued Kerry, stating
that “as Haitians celebrate
this milestone (anniver-
sary), they can take pride
in the harvest of hard work
in reconstruction and de-
velopment.”

The US Secretary of
State also said the 211th
anniversary is “also a day
to focus on the work ahead
to keep faith with the
promise of Independence
Day.”

“The year ahead will be
pivotal as Haiti works to
schedule overdue parlia-
mentary elections,”he said.

Observers say a pre-elec-

toral crisis looms in Haiti,
as municipal and 
legislative elections are
postponed.

Last week, Haitian
President Michel Martelly,
the chief judge of the
Supreme Court and the
heads of the two houses of
parliament signed a polit-
ical accord hoping to avert
the crisis.

The tentative agree-
ment, which calls for ex-
tending lawmakers’ terms,
is based on an electoral law
being passed before
January 12.

If no law is approved,
Martelly will rule by de-
cree.

Haiti became an inde-
pendent country on
January 1, 1804.
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US Secretary of State John Kerry

Foreign Affairs and Immigration Minister Fred
Mitchell

PORT AU PRINCE,
Haiti – Health officials
have dismissed reports
that the first case of
Ebola has been detected
in the country.

On Saturday, Dr.
Florence D. Guillaume,
Minister of Public
Health, told the
Haitian Caribbean
News Network that the 
reports of Ebola being
detected in the vicinity
of Petite Riviere de
l’Artibonite, in the north-
ern region of the coun-
try are “totally false”.

“There are ill-inten-
tioned people spreading
such rumours,” stated
Guillaume who is also
acting Prime Minister

According to
Guillaume, the depoliti-
cization of the health
sector is “an essential
principle for the restora-
tion of trust and confi-
dence in the response to
provide to individuals

who require care and
services for prevention,
maintaining or the
restoration of their
health in case of 
illness.”

The Ministry of Health
has called on the popula-
tion “to remain calm and
to respect all disclosed
prevention regulations
while making the duty,
if any were needed, to re-
assure everyone of the
effectiveness of the vigi-
lance system in place to
reduce significantly the
risk of contamination of
our country.”

Ebola is an infectious
and generally fatal dis-
ease marked by fever
and severe internal
bleeding, spread through
contact with infected
body fluids.

There is no known
cure for the Ebola virus
which has killed more
than 7,000 people
mainly in West Africa.

US reiterates
unwavering
support for
Haiti

Bahamas Gov’t moves to prevent foreigners
taking jobs after entering as tourists

Haiti denies
reports of  first
Ebola case

       



MIAMI – A recent spike
in Cubans attempting
to reach the United
States by sea has gen-
erated headlines. But
the numbers of
Haitians and other
Caribbean islanders
making similar jour-
neys are up even more.
And while federal law
grants legal residency
to Cubans reaching
U.S. soil, anyone else
can be detained and
deported.

That law, the so-called
wet foot-dry foot policy,
and Coast Guard opera-
tions related to migrants
remain unchanged even
as Cuban and U.S. lead-
ers say they are restoring
diplomatic relations after
more than 50 years.

“The Coast Guard
strongly discourages at-
tempts to illegally enter
the country by taking to
the sea.These trips are ex-
tremely dangerous.
Individuals located at sea
may be returned to Cuba,”
said Lt. Cmdr. Gabe
Somma, spokesman for

the Coast Guard’s 7th
District in Miami.

According to the Coast
Guard, in the fiscal year
that ended Sept. 30, U.S.
authorities captured, in-
tercepted or chased away
at least 5,585 Haitians,
3,940 Cubans and hun-
dreds from the Dominican
Republic and other
Caribbean countries at-
tempting to sneak into the
country.

That’s at least 3,000
more migrants inter-
cepted than in the previ-
ous fiscal year. It’s also the
highest number of
Haitian migrants docu-
mented in five years and
the highest number of
Cubans recorded in six.
It’s unknown how many
made it to U.S. shores
without getting caught, or
how many died trying.

More than 1,920 mi-
grants – most of them
Cuban or Haitian – have
been intercepted so far in
the fiscal year that began
Oct. 1. The Coast Guard
worries that number will
only increase as news

spreads about recent
changes to the U.S. immi-
gration system, including
fast-tracking visas for
some Haitians already ap-
proved to join family here
and an executive order
signed by President
Barack Obama that would
make millions already il-
legally in the U.S. eligible
for work permits and pro-
tection from deportation.

“Any perceived changes
to U.S. immigration policy
can cause a spike in immi-
gration because it gives a

glimmer of hope,” even to
people not eligible under
those changes, said Capt.
Mark Fedor, chief of re-
sponse for the Coast
Guard’s 7th District.

It’s unclear why the
numbers are jumping.
Poverty and political re-
pression have long caused
Caribbean islanders to at-
tempt the journey, and the
outlook remains dismal
for many. Coast Guard
and U.S. immigration offi-
cials think another calm
summer without many

tropical storms and a re-
covering U.S. economy
might have encouraged
more to take to the sea.
They also say the in-
creased captures may re-
flect better law enforce-
ment.

Smuggling operations
in the region range from
individual opportunists
looking to use their ves-
sels for extra money to so-
phisticated networks that
may add drug shipments
to their human cargo, said
Carmen Pino, an official
with U.S. Immigration
and Customs
Enforcement in Miami.
Smugglers also lure peo-
ple, especially in relatively
new routes that send
Haitians into the neigh-
boring Dominican
Republic to board boats
bound for Puerto Rico.

U.S. authorities de-
ported George Lewis fol-
lowing a four-year sen-
tence for a felony drug
conviction in May 2013 to
the Bahamas, where he
was born but lived only
briefly. His Haitian
mother brought him to
Miami as an infant, and
though he always consid-
ered the U.S. home, he
never became a legal res-
ident.

Just five months after
he was deported, he got on
a Bahamian smuggler’s
boat with about a dozen
Haitians and Jamaicans
trying to sneak into
Florida. Lewis said he eas-
ily talked his way onto the
boat. He just struck up a
conversation with some
locals at a sports bar in
Bimini, a small cluster of
Bahamian islands 57
miles (92 kilometers) off

Miami.
“It was like getting a

number from a girl. I just
needed the right line,”
Lewis said in an interview
in November. The failed
trip cost US$4,000.

The boat capsized and
four Haitian women
drowned. He and the oth-
ers were rescued.

After his rescue, U.S. au-
thorities initially accused
Lewis of being a smuggler,
partly because he was the
only person on board with
a phone, which he used to
call the emergency dis-
patcher when the boat
started taking on water.
He scoffed at the allega-
tion. He remembered that
on the boat he was talking
to a teenage Haitian girl
and thinking about his
mother’s boat trip from
Haiti to the Bahamas as a
young girl, a crossing he
never thought he would
emulate.

Now Lewis finds him-
self back in the U.S. but
not at home. He just
started a five-year sen-
tence for illegally re-en-
tering the U.S. and faces
another forced return to
the Bahamas, a homeland
he doesn’t know and
where the government
considers Haitians who
have migrated illegally
and their children an un-
wanted burden.

The 39-year-old Lewis
knows he’d try to reach
the U.S. again.

“It’s not worth losing
your life, but what life do
you have when you have a
whole country against
you? I’m completely alien-
ated from a country where
I’m supposed to be from,”
Lewis said.

GEORGE TOWN,
Cayman Islands – A
Cuban migrant drowned
after a makeshift vessel
with four passengers
overturned in rough seas
off the Cayman Islands
on Saturday afternoon,
local officials said.

The three other
Cubans, all in their 20s
and 30s, made it to shore
clinging to two inner
tubes with the help of
local surfers and were
taken into custody, local
officials said on Sunday.

The dead man was

identified as Manuel
Marino, believed to be in
his 50s, Cayman officials
said. They three sur-
vivors were identified as
Dailer Perez Arresoitia,
27, Diosul Alarcon
Barrero, 37, and Lety
Sanchez Fonseca, 33, all
from Santa Cruz del Sur
in the eastern province of
Camaguey.

Local police had been
watching the 18-foot
wooden sailboat off the
coast of Grand Cayman
during the day. The is-
land lies southwest of
Cuba, between it and the
Central American main-
land.

Cubans fleeing their
country have been head-
ing in increasing num-
bers to Central America
by sea and then making a
long journey overland to
reach the United States.

Cuba blames
Washington’s “wet foot,

dry foot policy” for en-
couraging migrants to
risk their lives. Under the
policy, Cuban migrants
who make it onto U.S. soil
are allowed to remain.
Those intercepted at sea
are turned back.

Cuba and the U.S.
made a historic an-
nouncement Dec. 17 to
renew diplomatic rela-
tions, but the agreement
made no mention about
any changes to immigra-
tion policies.

U.S. officials say more
than 16,000 Cubans ar-
rived without visas at the
border with Mexico last
year, the highest number
in a decade.

The Cayman Islands
government recently met
with Cuban authorities
to review an existing mi-
gration accord, under
which Cubans who land
in the Cayman Islands
are usually repatriated.
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In this Feb. 6, 2014 photo made available by the USCG shows a group of migrants standing on their over-
turned boat off the coast of Port St. Lucie, Fla. The migrants were from Haiti, India and the Bahamas.

Migrant flow
into US from
Caribbean
spikes

One Cuban migrant dead in capsizing
off rough seas of Cayman Islands
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – A female police
officer who was among two
officers caught on video
physically assaulting a
man in wheel chair, has
been slapped with two
charges of causing mali-
cious damage and assault
by beating.

Her male counterpart is
to face an identification
parade Saturday before

any move is made for
charges to be laid against
him.

The incident is reported
to have taken place over
the last weekend in San
Fernando, south of Port-of-
Spain,and the video shows
a plain clothes officer slap-
ping the unidentified man
in the wheelchair, while a
police woman is seen dis-
engaging the brakes on

the wheel chair and push-
ing it into the road.

Southern Division
Senior Supt Cecil Santana
has described the actions
of the people in the video
as a disgrace to the Police
Service.

National Security
Minister Gary Griffith
said he knew of the video
and the matter was being
investigated.

The issue has also been
condemned by the
National Center for
Disabilities.

Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) Roger
Gaspard last Friday night
gave members of the
Professional Stan?dards
Bureau the go ahead to lay
two criminal charges
against the female Special
Reserve Police (SRP) offi-

cer.
The video footage

showed 46-year-old Robbie
Ramcharitar, a paraplegic
having his wheelchair
pushed down the roadway
in traffic by a uniformed
female officer.

But Ramcharitar was
also urged by the man
filming the video to “drive
back up the road.” It was
after doing so that

Ramcharitar was ap-
proached by the male offi-
cer, dressed in civilian
wear, who slapped him
across the face and head
three times.

The video went viral on
Facebook resulting in
many expressing outrage
over the incident, with
some citizens calling for
the immediate dismissal
of the officers.

Yesterday: 0.7 mm
For the month:  3.9 mm
For the year: 3.9 mm

5:45 pm6:22 am

High: 4:24 am
& 3:55 pm

Low: 9:33 am
& 22:30 pm

London: 03°C CLOUDY/ MIST
Boston: 04°C OVERCAST/MIST
Montreal: -01°C OVERCAST/MIST
Toronto: 03°C CLOUDY
New York: 11°C CLOUDY
Miami: 27°C FAIR

Max: 29.4 °C
Min: 23.0 °C

Fair to partly cloudy and windy with
brief scattered showers.

CONGRESS of the
People (COP) leader
Prakash Ramadhar
says he is in support of
the death penalty in
Trinidad and will as-
sist the People’s
Partnership (PP) in
pushing through legis-
lation when the matter
is brought before
Parliament again.

Speaking to the media
after the party’s executive

meeting at the COP head-
quarters in Charlieville,
Chaguanas, on Saturday,
Ramadhar said a strong

message must be sent to
those who commit the
most heinous of crimes
that they must pay the ul-
timate penalty for mur-
der.

“It is important for us
to recognise that a mes-
sage has to be sent that
those who’re willing to
take life, that the most se-
vere consequence is avail-
able to them,” Ramadhar
said. “That is why the
Government had brought
legislation in the past to
categorise murders, the
most grievous of them,
premeditated murders,
assassinations.Those are
the ones that once one is
charged and convicted,
you must pay the penalty
with your life.”

The country has al-
ready recorded seven
murders for the year and
Ramadhar admitted the
PP must deal with the
issue. “Murder is atro-
cious for all. It is some-
thing that certainly needs
to be addressed, but we’ve
taken steps in terms of
the detection of crime,
such as DNA legislation
and labs and the use of
science to solve crimes.”

He said it was easy to
talk about the number of
offences, but it was really

about the use of technol-
ogy to detect who was re-
sponsible and then bring
them to justice.

Ramadhar said
tremendous effort had
been made by the
Government to speed up
trials, but before cases
could get to trial they
must be solved and sus-
pects arrested, and the
use of science would go a
long way towards achiev-
ing those ends. He said in
preparation for general
elections this year, all
party executives were
asked last year to look at
potential candidates for
screening, so that they
could have candidates of
“good quality.”

Responding to whether
the COP would go it alone
or remain in the coalition,
Ramadhar said the les-
sons of 2007 were still
with them. He said the
COP was still an inde-
pendent party, but it had
learned well in working
with its partners.
Ramadhar said it was not
a perfect equation, but it
was one that had worked
well for the people of T&T.

He also said the coun-
try was on the precipice of
an economic meltdown
when the Government
came into office and the
PP had been able to sta-
bilise the economy and
politics of the country.

SAN SALVADOR, El
Salvador – Authorities in
El Salvador say homicides
increased 57 percent in
2014 to 3,912. They
blamed most of the blood-
shed on gangs.

National Police
Commissioner Mauricio

Ramirez Landaverde said
Friday that there were
412 killings in December,
an average of 13 a day.
That was nearly double
from the same month in
2013.

Ramirez Landaverde
attributed the sharp in-

crease to the dissolution
of a pact among the
Central American coun-
try’s criminal gangs. In
March 2012, leaders of the
gangs Mara Salvatrucha
MS13 and Barrio 18
agreed to reduce violence,
and homicides fell to an

average of five a day.
The gangs are fighting

over territories where
they extort businesses
and traffic drugs.

In 2013, El Salvador re-
ported 2,492 homicides,
and it listed 2,543 in 
2012.

Police officer charged with assaulting physically handicapped man

Trinidad: COP leader
backs return of
hangman

THE police in Jamaica are
reporting that between
December 28 and New
Year’s Day 13 pounds of co-
caine valued at J$8.4 mil-
lion were seized at the is-
land’s two major airports.

In the first incident on
December 28, the police
seized two and a half
pounds of cocaine at the

Sangster airport in
Montego Bay and arrested
29-year-old Ferron Ford of
Birmingham, England for
attempting to export the
drug.

Then on December 31,
28-year-old Katerina Ana
Schofield of Zurich,
Switzerland was arrested
after she too was caught at

the Sangster airport at-
tempting to export another
two and a half pounds of
cocaine.

Ford and Schofield are
scheduled to appear before
the Montego Bay Resident
Magistrate’s Court on
Friday.

The other two incidents
were on New Year’s Day at

the Norman Manley
International Airport, re-
sulting in the arrests of two
British men.

Three and a half pounds
of cocaine was found in one
of the men’s luggage and
4.6 pounds in the other’s.

Their names are being
withheld pending further
investigations.

Members of the Congress of the People executive discuss an idea following
a meeting at the party’s headquarters in Charlieville, Trinidad on Saturday.

Homicides soar 57 percent in El Salvador

13 pounds of cocaine seized at airports in
Jamaica, four Europeans arrested 
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VATICAN CITY – Pope
Francis named 15 new cardi-
nals yesterday, selecting
them from 14 nations, in-
cluding far-flung corners of
the world such as Tonga,
New Zealand, Cape Verde
and Myanmar, to reflect the
diversity of the church and
its growth in places like Asia
and Africa compared to af-
fluent regions.

Other cardinals hail from
Ethiopia, Thailand and
Vietnam.

None came from the United
States and only three European
nations received new cardinals –
Portugal and Spain in addition
to Italy.

Francis told faithful in St.
Peter’s Square that the new
batch of cardinals “shows the in-
delible tie with the church of
Rome to churches in the world.”

Five new cardinals come from
Europe, three from Asia, three
from Latin America, including
Mexico, and two each come from
Africa and Oceania.

With his picks, the Argentine-
born Francis, the first pontiff
from Latin America, made ever
clearer that he is laying out a
new vision of the church’s iden-
tity, including of its hierarchy.
He looked beyond traditional

metropolitan area for the
“princes of the church” who will
help advise him and elect his
successor.

He has said repeatedly that
the church must reach out to
those on the margins.

The Vatican’s chief
spokesman, the Rev. Federico
Lombardi, said the selection
“confirms that the pope doesn’t
feel tied to the traditional ‘cardi-
nal sees,’ which reflected historic
reasons in various countries.”

“Instead we have various
nominations of archbishops or
bishops of sees in the past that
wouldn’t have had a cardinal,”
Lombardi said.

The pontiff ignored another
tradition: limiting to a total of
120 the number of cardinals
under 80 and eligible to vote for
his successor.

Before his announcement on
Sunday, there were 12 “vacan-
cies” in this category. By naming
15 new voting-age cardinals,
Francis went above that num-
ber, although Lombardi noted,
“he kept very close to it (120), so
it was substantially respected.”

Pope John Paul II,who put his
conservative stamp on the col-
lege of cardinals, also went be-
yond the 120-limit.

Among Pope Francis’ picks are

churchmen whose advocacy
styles seem to particularly cap-
ture matters dear to his heart.

Monsignor Francesco
Montenegro, a Sicilian, was at
his side when Francis made his
first trip a few months into his
papacy. Montenegro welcomed
the pontiff to Lampedusa, a tiny
Sicilian island whose people
have helped thousands of mi-
grants stranded by smugglers
offshore.The pontiff has repeat-
edly denounced human traffick-
ing and urged more attention to
people on the margins of society.
He also has thundered against
Mafiosi, and Montenegro’s
Agrigento diocese includes
towns where people have dared
to rebel against Cosa Nostra.

The only native English-lan-
guage speaker chosen by
Francis is Archbishop John
Atcherley Dew of Wellington,
New Zealand. Summing up his
own intervention at last year’s
Vatican conference on controver-
sial family issues, including gay
marriage and divorced
Catholics, Dew has said the
church must change its lan-
guage to give “hope and encour-
agement.”

Francis also bestowed the ho-
nour on five churchmen older
than 80, including men from the

pope’s native Argentina,
Mozambique and Colombia.

Speaking from a Vatican win-
dow to a crowd in St. Peter’s
Square, Francis made another
surprise announcement.He said

that on February 12-13, he will
lead of meeting of all cardinals to
“reflect on the orientations and
proposals for the reform of the
Roman Curia,” the Vatican’s ad-
ministrative bureaucracy.

TEHRAN – Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani said yesterday
that ongoing nuclear negotia-
tions with world powers are a
matter of “heart”, not just cen-
trifuges ahead of talks next week
in Geneva.

Speaking to an economic con-
ference in Tehran,Rouhani both
countered hard-line critics wor-
ried Iran will give up too much
while also attempting to signal
his administration remains open
to negotiation with the six-na-
tion group leading the talks.

If “we are ready to stop some
types of enrichment which we do
not need at this time, does it
mean we have compromised our
principles and cause?” Rouhani
asked.

He responded: “Our cause is
not linked to a centrifuge. It is
connected to our heart and to
our willpower.”

On January 15, Iranian nego-
tiators will meet in Geneva with
officials from the US, Russia,
China, Britain, France and
Germany,hoping to hammer de-
tails out of a final deal. Iran
reached an interim, one-year
deal with world powers in
November 2013 to freeze its nu-
clear program in exchange for
the easing of some sanctions.
Negotiators later agreed to ex-

tend talks until June 30, with
hopes of reaching a rough deal in
March.

The West fears Iran’s nuclear
program could allow it to build
nuclear weapons. Iran says its
nuclear program is only for
peaceful purposes, like power
generation and medical re-
search.

The main conflict is over ura-
nium enrichment,which can cre-
ate both reactor fuel and the fis-
sile core of nuclear arms.In seek-
ing to reduce Iran’s bomb-mak-
ing ability, the US has proposed
that Tehran export much of its
stockpile of enriched uranium –
something the Islamic Republic
has long said it would not do.
Two other unresolved issues are
Iran’s Fordo underground en-
richment site and the nearly
built Arak nuclear reactor.

Two diplomats in recent days
told The Associated Press that
Iran and the US tentatively
agreed on a formula about ship-
ping its stockpile to Russia, as
well as drew up a catalogue out-
lining areas of potential accord
and differing approaches to re-
maining disputes. On Saturday,
Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Marzieh Afkham
denied any tentative formula or
catalogue had been made.

Pope picks 15 new cardinals
to reflect diversity

Pope Francis speaks during the Angelus noon prayer from his
studio window overlooking St. Peter's square at the Vatican,
yesterday.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani

Iran’s president: Nuclear talks a matter of heart
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LONDON – Prime Minister
David Cameron said yesterday
he would like to bring forward a
planned referendum on
Britain’s membership of the
European Union from 2017 if
possible.

Under pressure from
Eurosceptic members of his own
party and the rise in popularity
of the anti-EU UK
Independence Party (UKIP),
Cameron has pledged to renego-
tiate Britain’s ties with the 28-
nation bloc and try to claw back
powers to London.

He has said he will hold a ref-
erendum in 2017 if his
Conservatives win a national
election on May 7.

“If I think we could do that
earlier I would be delighted.The
sooner I can deliver on this com-
mitment of a renegotiation and
a referendum ... the better,” he
told the BBC.

Cameron is set to discuss his
reform plans, which include re-
stricting EU migrants’ access to
welfare payments,with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel in
London on Wednesday. He has
said they will require treaty
change but Merkel has made
clear she will not allow the EU’s
rules on workers’ freedom of
movement to be diluted.

UKIP leader Nigel Farage told
Sky News that under Cameron’s
plans the referendum had been
“kicked into the long grass” and
said his renegotiation looked
“highly improbable".

The May election looks set to
be one of the most closely fought
in modern British history.While
the Conservatives are narrowly

trailing the opposition Labour
party in most opinion polls,
many analysts predict neither
will win a majority, possibly re-
sulting in another coalition of
two or more parties.

Cameron, whose center-right
Conservatives have governed
Britain in coalition with the cen-
ter-left Liberal Democrats since
2010, traded blows with Labour
yesterday over the economy and
healthcare.

Labour says the
Conservatives have borrowed
much more than planned and
now aim to cut the budget deficit
too fast and too deeply for purely
ideological reasons.

Cameron’s supporters note
that Britain’s US$2.5 trillion

economy has emerged from its
deepest downturn since World
War Two to enjoy now the
fastest growth rate of any major
advanced economy.

“The real concern I have is if
we turn back now, if we go back
to the bad ways of more borrow-
ing,more spending,more debt ...
we will go right back to start
and really threaten the eco-
nomic recovery,” said Cameron.

He said further planned pub-
lic spending cuts were “moder-
ate, sensible, reasonable” while
Labour’s proposals would mean
more borrowing and an extra
13.5 billion pounds (US$20.7 bil-
lion) in debt interest payments
by the end of the next parlia-
ment.

Labour business spokesman
Chuka Umunna said the com-
ments were “desperate claims
from a desperate prime minis-
ter”.

Yesterday Labour unveiled
two campaign posters and a 27-
page document criticising what
it described as falling standards
in the state-funded National
Health Service (NHS) under
Cameron and warning the
Conservatives’ planned cuts
would damage it further.

“Our health service as you
know it won’t survive another
five years of David Cameron,”
Labour election chief Douglas
Alexander said.“That is why the
NHS is on the ballot paper at
this election.”

LONDON – British rescue
teams are searching for eight
missing crew members of a
cargo ship that capsized off the
north of Scotland.

Two helicopters and four
lifeboats are looking for sur-
vivors from carrier Cemfjord,
which was carrying a load of ce-
ment from Aalborg, Denmark,
to the British port of Runcorn
on England's west coast.A pass-
ing ferry in the Pentland Firth
off Scotland spotted the up-
turned hull of the Cyprus-
flagged ship Saturday.

Tony Redding, a spokesman
for the German shipping com-
pany that operated the vessel,
said yesterday the search was
ongoing for the crew. Seven
were Polish and one was
Filipino, the company said.

Redding said there had been
no distress signal from the ship,
and that the last communica-
tion with the vessel was rou-
tine.

UK’s Cameron will move EU
referendum forward if possible

8 missing
after cargo
ship capsizes
off Scotland

Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron speaks as he stands in front of a new Conservative Party
poster, after unveiling it at Dean Clough Mill in Halifax, northern England on Friday.

SEOUL – North Korea yester-
day criticised the United States
for slapping sanctions on
Pyongyang officials and organi-
sations for a cyberattack on Sony
Pictures – the latest fallout from
a Hollywood movie depicting the
fictional assassination of North
Korea’s leader.

An unnamed spokesman for
North Korea’s Foreign Ministry,
in rhetoric that closely mirrors
past statements,denied any role
in the breach of tens of thou-
sands of confidential Sony emails
and business files and accused
the United States of “ground-
lessly” stirring up hostility to-
ward Pyongyang. The
spokesman said the new sanc-
tions would not weaken the
country’s 1.2-million-strong mil-
itary.

The spokesman told the
North’s official media mouth-
piece, the Korean Central News
Agency, that the sanctions show
America’s “inveterate repug-

nancy and hostility toward the
DPRK,” referring to the North’s
official name, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

“The policy persistently pur-
sued by the US to stifle the
DPRK, groundlessly stirring up
bad blood toward it, would only
harden its will and resolution to
defend the sovereignty of the
country,” the spokesman said.

The United States on Friday
sanctioned 10 North Korean gov-
ernment officials and three or-
ganisations, including
Pyongyang’s primary intelli-
gence agency and state-run arms
dealer, in what the White House
described as an opening move in
the response toward the Sony cy-
berattack.

The sanctions might have only
a limited effect, as North Korea
already is under tough US and
international sanctions over its
nuclear and missile programs.
President Barack Obama also
warned Pyongyang that the

United States was considering
whether to put North Korea back
on its list of state sponsors of ter-
rorism, which could jeopardise
aid to the country on a global
scale.

American officials portrayed
the sanctions as a swift, decisive
response to North Korean behav-
iour that they said had gone far
over the line. Never before has
the US imposed sanctions on an-
other nation in direct retaliation
for a cyberattack on an American
company.

There have been doubts in the
cyber community,however,about
the extent of North Korea’s in-
volvement. Many experts have
said it’s possible that hackers or
even Sony insiders could be the
culprits,and questioned how the
FBI can point the finger so con-
clusively.

The 10 North Koreans singled
out for sanctions didn’t necessar-
ily have anything to do with the
attack on Sony, senior US offi-

cials said.Anyone who works for
or helps North Korea’s govern-
ment is now fair game,especially
North Korea’s defence sector and
spying operations, they said.

North Korea has expressed
fury over “The Interview,” an
anti-Pyongyang Sony comedy. It
has denied hacking Sony, but
called the act a “righteous deed.”

Sony initially decided to call
off the film’s release after movie
theatres decided not to show the
film.After Obama criticised that
decision, Sony released the
movie in limited theatres and on-
line.

Questions remain about who
was behind a nearly 10-hour re-
cent shutdown of North Korean
websites. The United States
never said whether it was re-
sponsible, but North Korea’s
powerful National Defence
Commission blamed the US and
hurled racial slurs at Obama,
calling him a reckless “monkey in
a tropical forest.”

N. Korea blasts US for sanctions over Sony attack
CAIRO – Defence lawyers for
26 men on trial in Egypt after
being arrested in a televised
raid by police officers looking
for gays at a public bathhouse
have criticised the prosecution’s
case, saying it is based on a
faulty investigation.

Lawyers made the comments
in Cairo courtroom yesterday.
They say the case has defamed
their clients and their families,
endangering their lives in con-
servative Egypt.

While consensual gay and
lesbian relationships are not
specifically outlawed in Egypt,
there is a societal taboo against
same-sex couples. The 26 men
on trial after last month’s raid
face charges including debauch-
ery and performing indecent
public acts.

Yesterday, distraught family
members shouted to the defen-
dants as they left court, telling
them to “raise their heads” in
pride. Their trial will resume
today.

Defence
lawyers
criticise
Egypt
bathhouse
trial
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SURABAYA – Relatives of
those who died in the
AirAsia crash sought
strength in prayer yester-
day, one week after the dis-
aster killed all 162 on board,
as rough weather again pre-
vented searchers from
reaching a large object on
the ocean floor believed to
be the plane’s fuselage.

Emotionally exhausted fam-
ily members sang and cried at a
tiny chapel in Surabaya, the city
where Flight 8501 departed
from December 28. The Rev.
Philip Mantofa, who heads the
congregation at Mawar Sharon
Church – where more than a
quarter of the victims were
members – urged those gath-
ered to find comfort in their
faith.

“If God has called your child,
allow me to say this: Your child
is not to be pitied,”Mantofa said,
locking eyes with a grieving fa-
ther seated in the front row.
“Your child is already in God’s
arms. One day, your family will
be reunited in heaven.”

It is not known what caused
the Singapore-bound plane to
crash into the Java Sea 42 min-
utes after taking off on what was
supposed to be a two-hour flight.
Just before losing contact, the
pilot told air traffic control that
he was approaching threatening
clouds, but was denied permis-
sion to climb to a higher altitude
because of heavy air traffic.

Surabaya, Indonesia’s second-
largest city, has been gripped by

grief as bodies, one by one, con-
tinue arriving in simple, num-
bered coffins after being
painstakingly pulled from the
water. Three more corpses were
recovered yesterday, raising the

total to 34.
Round-the-clock coverage of

the disaster also has reignited
fear of flying for some in a coun-
try that has suffered a string of
plane accidents in recent years,

as new airlines pop up to meet
booming demand in Indonesia, a
sprawling archipelago nation of
250 million people.

Late Saturday, some passen-
gers panicked when the auxil-

iary power failed inside another
AirAsia plane leaving from
Surabaya, this one headed to the
Indonesian city of Bandung, ac-
cording to a statement issued by
the airline.

Prayers held as weather blocks divers from AirAsia site

Members of Mawar Sharon church attend a prayer service for the relatives of lost loved ones aboard the AirAsia Flight 8501, in
Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia yesterday.

NEW YORK – New York Mayor
Bill de Blasio (dih BLAH’-zee-oh)
has given a solemn eulogy at an
officer’s funeral as thousands of
police watching the service from
outside turned their backs in a
sign of disrespect toward the
city’s leader.

The officers’ actions at Wenjian
Liu’s (WEHN’-jihn looz) funeral
yesterday came after Police
Commissioner William Bratton
sent a memo to all commands
urging respect, declaring “a
hero’s funeral is about grieving,
not grievance.”

Liu was killed along with part-
ner Officer Rafael Ramos on
December 20. Their killer com-
mitted suicide.

The deaths strained an already
tense relationship between city
police unions and the mayor,who
union leaders said contributed to
an anti-police environment that
allowed the killings.

Mayor
eulogises
officer as 
cops outside
turn backs

New York City police officers march before funeral services for police officer Wenjian Liu at Aievoli Funeral Home, yesterday, in
the Brooklyn borough of New York. 
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PRESIDENT of the Barbados
Economic Society (BES), Jeremy
Stephen, has reiterated that going
into the new year we still need to
see projects get started.

Speaking to Business Monday he ex-
plained, “I would have shared a year ago
what would be a positive move is to see
projects get off the ground because that
is where the short terms recovery in our
economy will be based,whether investors
will be confident enough to release fi-
nances to allow key projects in tourism
and energy to be kick-started.

“We would like to see the Four Seasons
matter comes to a close; the Wyndham es-
tates construction project be kicked off –
that would be the one concerning the old
Sam lords castle; the construction of the
hotel in the city ... Also the waste to en-
ergy plant, though expensive,would kick-
start the economy in the short term.”

Stephen went on to say that he hopes
once the short-term recovery is over, the
Tourism and offshore sectors would re-
turn to some path of sustainability.

Growth in 2016
The BES head added that the Society
does not believe the economy would ex-
perience growth next year based on the
fact that confidence in the economy and
public policy has been the most trivial
factor determining our recovery in the
short term. He said: “Given that there
has been any real reason for large scale
investors to become more confident in
the face of constant downgrades and
also conflicting messages coming out of
the public, private sector and central
bank, we figure that would exacerbate
the lack of confidence not only within
Barbados but internationally.”

However, he stressed that looking for-
ward there is hope that capital will be
released to invest in such projects even
though it is doubtful that it will happen
in an economy that continually has a
crisis of confidence. Further, he opined
that he does not believe a year is
enough to turn that around and we
could see sustainable growth in 2016.
(NB)

PROJECTS
NEEDED
TO BOOST
ECONOMY

President of the Barbados Economic Society (BES) , Jeremy Stephen.

      



EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR of 
the  Barbados
Manufactures Associa-
tion  (BMA) Bobbi
McKay has revealed the
MOU is working well.

She told Business
Monday last week , “We
are  having great support
from the hotel sector , we
are getting lots of phone
calls , the MOU is working
well.We are seeing the sec-
tors working better to-
gether , there is lot more
collaboration in every area,
a lot of agencies work well
together but we are seeing
more coming out and work-
ing on projects. I believe we
are moving forward to-
gether as one Barbados.”

The Barbados Hotel and
Tourism Association (
BHTA) signed  a
Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU)
with the Barbados
Manufacturing Association
(BMA) and the Barbados
Agricultural Society (BAS)
requiring its members to
first seek to purchase
needed items locally 
prior to any decision to im-
port.

She also indicated , “The
Barbadian public has been

supportive and I’m pleased
and I would like to see that
increase , we are working
on some new things with
BIDC for BMEX 2015 .We
continue to call on
Barbadians going in to the
new year  to choose local
first , these are Barbadian
jobs that you are support-
ing and we have quality
products.

Also our plans are to 
increase training and 
improve collaboration,
strengthen the sector be-
cause the potential is there
but we need the support
but we are seeing more of it
, we see  the larger compa-
nies buying more local
products. Next year looks
promising for the sector .”
(NB)

NEW YORK-BASED
Standard & Poor’s Ratings
Services (S&P) has down-
graded Sagicor Life to ‘BB’
from ‘BB+’ which is two
notches deeper into “non-
investment grade.” “On
December 19, 2014, we
lowered the sovereign rat-
ing on Barbados to ‘B’ from
‘BB-.’ As a result, we are
lowering the ratings on
Barbados-based Sagicor to
‘BB-’ from ‘BB+.’ At the
same time,we lowered our
rating on Sagicor Finance
Ltd’s US$150 million, 10-
year senior unsecured
notes to ‘B’ from ‘BB-’.

“Although Sagicor
passes our default stress
scenario for Barbados, we
cap the ratings at two
notches above the country
of domicile due to our view
that Sagicor has high
country risk sensitivity,”
S&P said. “The ratings
continue to be supported
by the company’s ‘moder-
ately strong’ capitaliza-
tion, improving operating
performance, and ‘ade-
quate’ competitive posi-
tion,” S&P said. “The neg-
ative outlook reflects that
of Barbados, because, in
our view, ratings on life in-
surers are capped at two
notches above the sover-
eign rating of the country
of domicile considering
our view of the critical role
of regulations and funding
for the insurer and pro-
vided that it passes our
sovereign default stress
test.”

The rating action took
place on December
30. “The outlook is nega-
tive,” said two Mexico-
based S&P analysts, Jose
M Perez-Gorozpe and
Alfredo E Calvo. “In our
view, Sagicor faces ‘mod-
erate risk’ in terms of in-
dustry and country risk as
the company mainly oper-
ates through its sub-
sidiaries: Sagicor Life
(representing 41.5 per
cent of the group’s gross
written premiums as of
September 30, 2014) serv-
ing Barbados, Belize, the
Eastern Caribbean, the
Dutch Antilles, Panama,
and T&T; Sagicor Life
Jamaica (representing
28.8 per cent, as of the
same date) operates in
Jamaica and the Cayman
Islands; and Sagicor USA
Inc, which operates in the
US and represents 29.7
per cent of gross written
premiums. The latter
somewhat mitigates the
exposure to high-risk
Caribbean countries,”
S&P said.

S&P said its insurance
industry country risk as-
sessment (IICRA) on
Sagicor is based on its
weighted assessment for
these countries. It reflects
the wide range of expo-
sure, from the US’ “low
risk” to Jamaica’s “ex-
tremely high risk,” the an-
alysts said. “With the ex-
ception of T&T, most coun-
tries in the Caribbean rep-
resent an average esti-

mated IICRA of ‘high risk,’
mainly due to low income
levels, which limit insur-
ance product penetration.
We also view these coun-
tries’ institutional frame-
works as weak,” they
added.

S&P said Sagicor’s “ad-
equate” competitive posi-
tion is supported by its
strong presence in the
Caribbean and a well-
known brand across that
region. The company also
has sound market posi-
tions with leading shares
in most of the markets it
participates in, S&P
said. “Sagicor’s operating
performance is improving
after the divestment of
Sagicor at Lloyds division,
and we believe this trend
will continue, despite the
problems of some of the
countries where the com-
pany has an important
share of its business
(Jamaica 28.8 per cent
and Barbados 13.2 per

cent of gross written pre-
miums as of September
30, 2014). However, the
company’s historic 
operating performance re-
mains below that of its in-
ternational peers, which
somewhat limits its com-
petitive position. In addi-
tion, most of the markets
where Sagicor has pres-
ence are small, which also
limits the company’s com-
petitive position when
compared with other in-
ternational peers,” S&P
said. “We expect the com-
pany will maintain a
sound market position in
the Caribbean and that it
will continue to expand its
presence in T&T and the
US. We also consider that
the company will main-
tain its focus on its life
business segment.
Considering these factors,
we expect the company’s
operating performance
will continue to improve
over the next two years.”

Founded in 1840,
Sagicor operates in 21
countries but most of its
business comes from
Barbados, Jamaica, T&T,
and the US. As of
September 30, 2014, the
company’s business mix
was 75.6 per cent life, 16.9
per cent health, and 7.5
per cent property and ca-
sualty insurance.

S&P said it expects
Sagicor’s 2014 results “to
be constrained by sluggish
premium growth driven
by weak economic growth
in Jamaica and Barbados.
Additionally, in 2014, the
company faced charges
from discontinued opera-
tions after the divestment
from Sagicor at Lloyds in
2013. We expect the com-
pany’s return on equity
(ROE) and return of rev-
enues (ROR) to be around
5.7 per cent and 9.8 per
cent as of year-end 2014,
respectively.”

The company’s operat-

ing performance should
gradually improve over
the next two years “mainly
driven by adequate
growth in the company’s
life and health business
lines in the US and T&T,”
S&P said. “In our base
case, we expect net earned
premiums to grow at an
average 9 per cent over
the next two years. Our
forecast also considers a
slight improvement in the
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of both
Jamaica and Barbados,
which should also help
support our expected net
earned premium
growth. “We also expect
the company will main-
tain adequate expense
control, which, coupled
with a slight improvement
in investment returns,
should lead to a ROE and
ROR averaging 8.7 per
cent and 12.3 per cent, re-
spectively over the next
two years.”

18 • Monday January 5, 2015 The Barbados Advocate

New York-based Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services (S&P) has downgraded Sagicor Life to ‘BB’ from ‘BB+’

Executive Director of the  Barbados Manufactures
Association  (BMA) Bobbi McKay

LIGHT and Power
Holdings Limited will now
be known as Emera
(Caribbean) Incorporated.
The decision to change the
name became effective
December 7, 2014, accord-
ing to the Barbados Stock
Exchange.

Light and Power
Holdings Limited is the
parent company for
Barbados Light and Power
Company Limited.

In 2011 Emera secured a
controlling interest in Light
and Power Holdings  when
it acquired almost 80 per

cent of the shares in Light
and Power Holdings.

Its share price is quoted
on the Barbados Stock
Exchange at $25.70 a
share.Emera is a Canadian
owned energy and services
form. It has businesses in
other Caribbean islands.

MOU showing promise 

S&P downgrades
Sagicor Life

Light and Power Holdings Limited known
now as Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated

        



INDEPENDENT
Senator and business-
man, John Watson,
said his biggest wish
for 2015 is that there
will be a small busi-
ness policy in place in
Barbados.

In one of his presenta-
tions to the Senate in
2014, Senator Watson
had introduced a
Resolution in the Upper
House on the policy.

Although slightly
amended, the Resolution
was passed following
which Government cre-
ated a committee to deal
with the policy.

“Therefore, I would
like to see the policy
come to fruition in 2015,”
he said during a conver-
sation with Business
Monday.

He pointed out that
the policy should take

into consideration the
kinds of small  busi-
nesses that are in opera-
tion in Barbados, their
contribution to employ-
ment and to gross do-
mestic product.

“It would also set out
criteria that would indi-
cate what a small busi-
ness is and the policy
would also set out incen-
tives to the sector,” said
Watson, who is a founder
member of the Barbados
Small Business

Association.
However, the busi-

nessman said as well
that he would like to see
a clear programme for
expanding agriculture
and manufacturing, and
to have both sectors
linked to the Tourism 
industry.

Explaining this,
Senator Watson pointed
out that such an ap-
proach involving manu-
facturing and agricul-
ture would allow them 

to reach a level where 
businesses can stand on
their feet and make a
contribution to economic
growth. “The tourism 
industry would be the
stepping stone for
growth and more exports
from within manufactur-
ing and agriculture,” he
explained.

“I also think that a
larger effort has to be
made to encourage peo-
ple into manufacturing
if we want to put that

sector back on its feet,”
the Senator suggested.

In addition, Senator
Watson insisted that ef-
forts are also needed to
stimulate the furniture
and garment sub-sec-
tors. “We also need to
look for strategic indus-
tries and have them op-
erating in Barbados,
since they would be able
to transfer technology
and skills to Barbados,”
the official  recom-
mended.
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BANK RATES
Commercial  bank  rates  to  the  public at  the close of
business on Friday by the Central Bank of Barbados.

Valid for January 5th, 2015

Telegraphic Transfers
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.39218    2.43702              
Pound Sterling £ 3.05786    3.11518              
Canadian $ 1.69335 1.72877
United States $ 1.99375 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Demand/Sight:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro 2.38768        2.43702              
Pound Sterling £ 3.05210 3.11518              
Canadian $ 1.69015 1.72877              
United States $ 1.99000 2.02768
Guyana $ 0.00976 0.00982
East Caribbean $ 0.73843 0.74306
Belizean $ 0.99688 1.00313
Notes:
Currency Buying Selling
Euro  2.35316 2.45224 
Pound Sterling £ 3.00797 3.13463              
Canadian $ 1.68058 1.73029              
United States $ 1.98000 2.02857
East Caribbean $ 0.73704 0.74445
Belizean $ 1.00000 1.00000

INDICATIVE RATES FOR SOME REGIONAL
CURRENCIES AS ADVISED BY THE 

RESPECTIVE CENTRAL BANKS
N.B.: These rates are not meant to be used for trading.

BDS$
Guyana $ 0.00979
Jamaica $ 0.01748
Trinidad & Tobago $ 0.31624

BARBADIANS can
again look forward to 
another exposition of 
locally-made goods later
this year.

Some months ago,
a team that included
Businessman, Senator
John Watson, held a two-
day exposition at the
Harbour Industrial Park
to further sensitise
Barbadians to the high
quality goods and serv-
ices produced on the is-
land.

“It will be held again
this year,” Senator

Watson told Business
Monday.

He said that the team,
which organised the first
event, will be meeting
from this week to make
plans for another edition
of the expo.

“We will be better or-
ganised and while the
first one was a success,
the next will try to im-
prove on that,” Watson
stated.

He added that it was
an attempt to bring more
attention to manufactur-
ing.

Expo to be held
again this year

Senator: Put small business policy in place

         



“You have given him
his heart’s desire, and
have not withheld the re-
quest of his lips.” – Psalm
21:2

AS I reflect on the posi-
tives of the past year and
take action now on a life
renewal process for 2015,
I am reminded of the fol-
lowing quote from the fa-
mous “I Have a Dream”
speech by the late
Martin Luther King Jr.:
“Our lives begin to end,
the day we become silent
about things that mat-
ter.”

The history of the
Caribbean reveals the
significant role the re-
gion played in the colo-
nial struggles of the
European powers since
the 15th century. The
sugar cane plant was the
main crop produced on
the numerous planta-
tions throughout the
British Caribbean
through the 18th, 19th
and 20th centuries, as al-
most every island and
the British mainland ter-
ritories of Belize and
Guyana were covered
with sugar plantations
and mills for refining the
cane for its sweet proper-
ties.

The main source of
labour until the abolition
of slavery in the 19th
century was African
Slaves. These planta-
tions produced 80 to 90
percent of the sugar con-
sumed in Western
Europe.This contributed
significantly to the build-
ing of the British
Empire.Then, there was
a significant decline in
sugar cane production to
the point where there
are now large stretches
of idle arable lands with
the corresponding de-
cline in the rate of eco-
nomic growth and an in-
crease in health threat-
ening and environmen-
tal enigmas. We have
failed to find innovative
ways of utilising the
arable lands of the
Caribbean to create an-
other empire, this time a
Caribbean Empire.

This is one of the
things that matters, the
use of our idle arable
lands. If we become
silent about it, our lives
begin to end.Arable land
is a major resource and
we need to put it to good
use. We need to renew
our lives to end the day

of silence on this matter
and make sure that each
uttering or idea does not
pay only lip service to the
issue but leads to change
and to the productive use
of idle lands. As we have
seen in the British
Empire, we can create a
Caribbean Empire of our
own to enhance the bet-
terment of our people.

The business model
which we need to acti-
vate should focus on the
conversion of the utter-
ing or idea, through an
innovative process, to a
product/service for sale,
then to shepherd our en-
trepreneurs as to how to
not only manage the
business well (corporate
governance, marketing,
operations, HRD and fi-
nance) but also to secure
the investment finance
mix.

At the beginning of
each calendar year I set
a vision. My vision for
the year 2015 is
“Innovation in the
Caribbean” towards a
better future for us all.

In this my 74th year
on earth, I am still refo-
cusing my life towards
innovations while fully
realising that the corre-
sponding responsibility
for the sustainable suc-
cess from the dream en-
visioned may well be
largely in the hands of
future generations.

The dream evolved in
the United States last
September where four of
us, through a divine in-
tervention, came to-
gether and the result
was a Caribbean Food
Business Innovation
Revolution initiative.
Quite coincidentally the
age range of the group of
four was 30 to 73 with an
inter-age interval aver-
aging 14 years, as if rein-
forcing the need to com-
bine skills, innovation

and experience as well as
the importance of leav-
ing a legacy.

The Caribbean Food
Business Innovation
Revolution is interested
in growing the
Caribbean economies
through increased agri-
cultural, agri-business
and food and beverage
(F&B) exports.

The group will operate
as Global Business
Innovation Corporation
(GBIC). The GBIC team
believes that the
Caribbean can inspire
the world, leveraging
food as a business exam-
ple and is proposing a
year-round export driven
thrust to complement
the gains already
achieved through other
initiatives. When this
global market is awak-
ened by the advent of the
Caribbean food experi-
ence, more of the idle
arable lands will be
brought into production.

The GBIC team has a
four-pronged attack: (1)
The Food Design skills
and expertise of
Foodlosofia (Mexico) will
transform existing agri-
cultural products and
services into high-value
food and beverage (F&B)
experiences that meet
the needs of consumers
in the US, Canada,
Europe and the world;
(2) The skills and expert-
ise of the Texas-based
Open Innovation
Services (OIS) will find
and evaluate new tech-
nologies that are needed
to develop new high-
value F&B experiences.
OIS will also create part-
nerships with foreign
manufacturers and re-
tailers who will sell
Caribbean F&B prod-
ucts or license the formu-
lae.

(3) The skills, expert-
ise and Shepherding

tools of Nothing Beats
Business Success
(Trinidad and Tobago)
will ensure Caribbean
businesses have the ap-
propriate management
of business systems in
place to successfully in-
crease governance, rev-
enue, productivity, prof-
itability and credit rat-
ing to support manufac-
turing and expansion of
food and beverage prod-
ucts and experiences;
and (4) the Public
Relations and
Communications skills
and expertise of
Marketplace Excellence
(New Jersey) will pro-
mote the vision and
progress of the
Caribbean Food
Business Innovation
Revolution initiative.

For all this to happen it
must be driven by all re-
sources. Governments
must invest in the man-
ufacturers in the inter-
est of increased economic
growth,use of natural re-
sources, net foreign ex-
change earnings, em-
ployment and taxation.
The business community
must invest in the man-
ufacturers in the inter-
est of increasing the cir-
cular flow of money in
the economy and the
greater prospects for
profitability. The manu-
facturers must grasp the
opportunity for sustain-
able success.

The GBIC team will be
in Trinidad from
Monday, January 12 to
Wednesday, January 14,
2015 to launch the ini-
tiative.

Please contact me by
email at basilgf@carib-
surf.com for more de-
tails.

Through the power of
God within us, may all of
our dreams come true as
we seek His blessing for
the growth of a
“Caribbean Empire".

(Dr. Basil Springer
GCM is Change-Engine
Consultant, Caribbean
Business Enterprise
Trust Inc. - CBET - His
columns may be found at
www.cbetmodel.org and
www.nothingbeatsbusi-
ness.com)
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• Today Republic Bank will be hold-
ing a New Year’s celebration.

• The BHL Calendar launch will be
held on Wednesday.

IT was good to hear the assurances from
Environmental Minister, Dr. Denis Lowe that
collapsing global energy prices will not slow
down Barbados’ Green Energy Programme. He
was responding to reports that there is a con-
versation currently taking place in Barbados
suggesting a slowdown with the Green Energy
Programme until later.

The point about putting a halt to renewable
energy and the overall green programme in
light of falling oil prices, was put to the
European Union Delegate, Mikael Barfod, at a
media function last month. He suggested a big
no while also emphasising that the dip in oil
prices will not continue for ever. In any case, oil
prices, the EU official stated, are expected to in-
crease sooner or later and that would put an
end to the bonanza which oil importing coun-
tries are currently enjoying from the falling
prices.

It is easy to see the logic of some who believe
that engaging in renewables is a temporary
mechanism to counter high oil prices. Years ago
the search for alternative energy systems
gained momentum once countries felt the neg-
ative impact of the high oil prices. The search
was relaxed when prices fell.

Green energy programmes must be pursued
regardless of the status of energy prices.

Editor’s
Notebook

Pursue 
green energy
programmes
regardless of
oil prices

Creating a Caribbean Empire
This is one of the things that matters, the use of 
our idle arable lands. If we become silent about it, 
our lives begin to end. Arable land is a major resource 
and we need to put it to good use. 
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ECONOMISTS have cut
their growth forecasts for
the T&T economy in
2014, according to a new
survey by Barcelona-
based FocusEconomics.
This follows Central
Bank Governor Jwala
Rambarran’s projection,
at a December 1
Monetary Policy Forum in
Chaguanas, that the
economy would slow to
0.5 per cent on weaker
than expected energy sec-
tor performance.

In the December 2014
issue of the Consensus
Forecast for Central Ame-
rica and the Caribbean,
FocusEconomics revised
T&T’s 2014 growth fore-
cast down to 1.7 per cent,
from 2.1 per cent a month
earlier. FocusEconomics
surveys economists from
around the world, includ-
ing T&T, and publishes
forecasts by region.

FocusEconomics said
most economies in
Central America and the
Caribbean decelerated in
the first half of the year
and more recent data in-
dicates that growth mo-
mentum was still slug-
gish at the outset of the
third quarter.The region’s
2014 economic growth is
expected to be the slowest
since 2011, the econo-
mists said. However,
growth prospects for next
year are still positive.

“The FocusEconomics
Consensus Forecast for
December reflects stable
growth prospects for
seven of the 12 economies
surveyed.The Dominican
Republic and Nicaragua
were the only countries
for which panellists
raised their projections,
while Haiti, Panama and
T&T experienced down-
ward revisions,” they
said.

Panama is still ex-
pected to be the region’s
fastest growing economy
in 2015, with a projected
6.0 per cent gross domes-
tic product (GDP) expan-
sion, followed by the
Dominican Republic (4.7
per cent), according to
FocusEconomics. At the
other end of the spec-
trum, Puerto Rico is ex-
pected to be the worst
performer. Panellists fore-
see the country experi-
encing a second consecu-
tive year in recession,
with a contraction of 0.7
per cent.

They project regional
GDP to expand 3.1 per
cent in 2015, which is in
line with last month's
forecast. GDP is expected
to increase 2.9 per cent in
this year, which, if met,

will represent the slowest
pace in three years.
Regional inflation is ex-
pected to end 2014 and
2015 at 4.0 per cent,
FocusEconomics said.The
inflation forecast for 2015
is on par with last
month’s estimate.

Background
Giving investors some

background, FocusEcono-
mics said: “While the Tri-
nidadian economy recor-
ded zero annual growth
in the first quarter of the
year, more recent data
point to positive economic
growth. Preliminary re-
sults for the second quar-
ter show that the non-en-
ergy sector grew at a
healthy pace.”

FocusEconomics said
the government has been
trying to boost dynamism
in the economy by diversi-
fying away from the
volatile energy sector,
which forms the backbone
of GDP.

Meanwhile, Finance
Minister, Larry Howai,
announced that falling oil
prices would lead govern-
ment revenue to be less
than expected next year,
which may result in both
a larger fiscal deficit and
reduced government
spending than initially
planned. Inflation rose
from September's 7.8 per
cent to 9.0 per cent in
October, the economists
noted.They forecast 2015

GDP to grow around 2.1
per cent, and inflation to
end 2014 at 7 per cent,
and 2015 at 5.7 per cent.

SPEND is still a factor,
says President of the
Economic Society,
Jeremy Stephen.

We have already been
hearing comments about a
great tourism season be-
cause of increased arrivals,
however, Stephen told
Business Monday, “We
are looking at the wrong
things. An increase in ar-
rivals in tourism does not
necessarily speak to a suc-
cessful season,and in light
of the controversy sur-
rounding  the provision of
natural gas during the sec-
ond busiest period in
spending in the county,has
not done us any favours in
what would constitute a re-
covery in the industry and
that would be Tourism
spend.

“How much of the long-
stay tourists spend more
than they spent before,
particularly in the face of
inflation, and the fact the
US dollar is becoming a bit
more expensive relative to
the currency held by our
major source market. With
that in mind, it is still too
early to tell if it has been a
successful season.

“Granted, it might be a
successful season relative
to last year, considering
most of our source markets
have returned to some
sense of sustainable
growth. But, we are still a
very uncompetitive desti-
nation as it stands. What
we should be focusing on is
whether this recovery is
sustainable or short term...

“If we can call this a suc-
cessful tourism season as
yet, I would have to see the
expenditure figures first.
In terms of arrivals, you
can see there are more peo-
ple and consuming more
superior goods.

“There are less tourists
travelling by bus and more
using hired cars, thus
there is a shift in expendi-
ture patterns, and one can
only hope that would re-
sult in a general uptake in
spend,and we can then say
it has been successful”, he
contended.

“Spend is indeed up.”
This was the word coming
from Richard Sealy,
Minister of Tourism and
International transport,
only a few weeks ago.

He said, “This winter

season is a significant one.
It looks like a very good
winter season in terms of
the booking and the num-
bers we are seeing coming
in. Importantly is that
from all indications, it
looks like if the spend will
also be up. I don’t talk
about arrivals,because it is

not always the best indica-
tor of how exactly the in-
dustry is doing. You don’t
hear much from me when
they were down, and you
will not hear much from
me when they are up. We
need to see spend up,and I
am satisfied the spend is
indeed up.” (NB)

Let’s wait 

A FEW weeks ago inde-
pendent international
businessmen told Barba-
dos that they could assist
Barbados going to the in-
ternational market, and
both Andrew Stewart,
Chairman of the stock
broking and investment
management firm
Ravenscroft Limited, and
Stuart Fordham, a bond
trader, who both believe
that even though some
level of respect should be
granted to rating agencies,
that most of the major in-
vestors will seek other in-
formation.

Business Monday
spoke to the President of
the Economist Society,
Jeremy Stephen, who be-
lieves, “The millionaire in-
vestors  are not proposing
anything peculiar or rare.
What they are proposing
is a typical thing in global
finance. They are not the
only investors that have
been coming around.These
gentleman are saying their
reputation can help
Barbados get a better deal.
What stands to be ques-
tioned is what really is the
better deal,given our pecu-
liar circumstances?”

In terms of the weight
rating agencies carry, he
indicated, “It is true when

it comes to most developed
markets – UK or USA –
when you are making in-
vestment decisions, the
rating agencies hardly
come into play.

“However,when it comes
to markets such as ours in
the Caribbean, most peo-
ple operate from ignorance
and will not make deci-
sions based on relation-
ships, because there isn’t
enough of  a financial infra-
structure for them to trust.
They tend to look at re-
ports from the IMF and the
rating agencies.

“If that was the case,
why is it that credit
squeeze when we went to
them last year set the in-
terest rate based on our
ratings... and they have
done business with Barba-
dos over a number of
years? Why is it that rating
agencies’ downgrade factor
came in to how much they
were willing to charge us
for this emergency loan?
They are not correct to say-
ing there is  wholesale dis-
missal of what the rating
agencies say.”

However, the Economist
highlighted, “They are im-
plicitly right that growth
can happen with a govern-
ment that has fiscal issues.
It stands to reason that if

the private sector is strong
enough that the economy
could be growing and the
government could have a
very terrible fiscal position,
and you can see down-
grades, Jamaica is  clear
example of this.

“They have had eco-
nomic growth,but the gov-
ernment would have been
under tremendous fiscal
pressure since the 80s.
They are years Jamaica
has grown rapidly, but yet
they were suffering down-
grades. The rating agen-
cies look at economies like
ours that if government is
doing bad, then you would
expect economy would fol-
low. It is not necessarily
true that if government is
doing bad that at the same
time economies must be
doing bas as well.

“Institutions do take rat-
ing agencies seriously, es-
pecially if they don’t have a
track record of business.
For example, why did the
Mitsubishi bank pull out
of  doing the sugar loan? A
lot of it had to do with the
ratings,and not being able
to fully use our produced
data alone, but how other
institutions such as the
rating agencies and IMF
perceive our economic via-
bility.” (NB)

Rating agencies matter 

President of the Economic Society, Jeremy Stephen.

T&T’s growth forecasts lowered

T&T’s Central Bank Governor, Jwala Rambarran.
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By Jewel Brathwaite

THE year 2014 will long be remem-
bered for some very real plans for
fresh developments in the local com-
mercial banking industry. Like
many other areas of the national
economy banks had their challenges
as well.

In revealing decisions to undertake
changes which are expected to take place
this year, there is a fear that they will per-
haps alter the face of banking as we know
it.

And as an adjunct to those develop-
ments, can economic improvements in
Barbados forestall the plans revealed by
the banks?

The commercial banking sector in
Barbados comprised the Canadian owned
CIBC FirstCaribbean International
Bank, RBC Royal Bank of Canada and
Scotiabank; and the Trinidadian-owned
Republic Bank (Barbados) Limited and
First Citizen’s Bank.

Total combined assets of the Barbados
financial sector at March 2014 were $21
billion or 250 per cent of Barbados’ gross
domestic product. Of those assets, com-
mercial banks accounted for 60 per cent,
80 per cent of total deposits and 72 per
cent of all lending.
However, towards year end (2014) the fu-
ture strategies of the Canadian banks
operating here and across the Caribbean
were revealed. Scotiabank announced
plans to cut back on its Caribbean and
Canadian operations. Those plans in-
clude job cuts and the reduction of 120
branches in both the Caribbean and in
Mexico.

RBC Royal Bank of Canada also said it
was cutting back as well, and pulling its

Wealth Management business out of the
Caribbean and other jurisdictions.

CIBC FirstCaribbean International
has also informed customers about a se-
ries of changes including the consolida-
tion of its back office operations and out-
sourcing of some services. Customers of
the bank were informed about the pend-
ing changes which will include adjust-
ments to customer agreements,and other
services like loan accounts and client in-
formation processing.

They were given until December 31,
2014 to have their say on the proposals.

These initiatives have come against
the background of economic turbulence in
the global economy and difficulties in
many Caribbean countries where these
banks operate, as a consequence of the
global slowdown.

The issues that seemed to be facing
banks in Barbados continued to be a slow
economy,growing customer deposits, and
weak credit demand which together con-
tributed to high liquidity.This is also the
case in some Caribbean islands.

The defensive measures – high taxa-
tion and depressed demand – being un-
dertaken by Government, were still
prevalent although the Central Bank of
Barbados maintained some economic im-
provements near year end when com-
pared to the start of calendar 2014.

Up to September last year economic
output was similar to the slight decline of
0.4 per cent for the same period in 2013.

Globally, steady economic growth was
returning to major economies. However,
while the USA economy and that in the
UK appeared to be on a sustainable path
there were others in the North Atlantic
region and some emerging markets still
not demonstrating the robustness of the

immediate past.Europe was still showing
weak growth. Financial institutions
looked for ways to make their assets
worked. Once that environment is un-
certain it is expected there will be re-
duced activity.

In Barbados, Non Performing Loans
(NPLs) were also a problem for banks al-
though the ratio has abated somewhat.

The Barbados Financial Stability
Update said that while credit risks re-
mained high, the level of NPL had de-
clined since September 2013.
“Furthermore, even though the overall
loan portfolio of domestic lending institu-
tions contracted slightly, the mortgage
market remained an area of growth
across the financial system,” the govern-
ment report said.

The Update said that all banks contin-
ued to be profitable with profits for the
first quarter of 2014 above those for the
corresponding period in 2013.

Chairman of Republic Bank, Ronald
Harford, said while that institution had
done well in some jurisdictions, it faced
challenges in Barbados and in some of the
other eastern Caribbean territories.

Rik Parhill, CEO of CIBC
FirstCaribbean International Bank said
that measures were already taken to im-
prove the financial position of FCIB.

It is not known exactly when this year
the changes will start to take shape. As
far as the CIBC FirstCaribbean meas-
ures are concerned, the Fair Trading
Commission (FTC) promised to look into
this matter and that will be a wait and
see.

Will an improved economy forestall the

plans announced by the banks? 
Both Parkhil and Harford, and recent

government commentators have pre-
dicted some economic improvements in
Barbados this year.

Harford reasoned that with the return
to growth in the USA and some other
countries where Barbados does business,
the country stands to benefit from an im-
provement in its economic fortunes going
forward.

It is doubtful an economic improve-
ment in Barbados is going to alter the
plans of the banks.The aims of the meas-
ures being undertaken are to reduce costs
of operations of the banks. Once they are
able to get their expenses down in the
event of an upturn in the economy banks
would maintain their services at lower
costs while improving their bottom line.

What role will banks play in 2015?

Chairman of Republic Bank, Ronald
Harford.

The busy Brad Street location for several commercial banks.

VIEWPOINT

     



DALAT – At a sturgeon
farm on a pristine lake
near southern Dalat
town, a worker hoists a
large white fish out off
the water. “It’s an al-
bino,” says Vietnam’s
eccentric ‘Caviar King’
Le Anh Duc adding tri-
umphantly,“Gold eggs!”

Not only are the eggs
from the rare sturgeon –
Duc has just 40 albinos out
of half a million fish – an
off-white ‘gold’ colour but
they are also a money-spin-
ner.

Albino caviar can sell for
up to US$100 000 per kilo-
gramme, compared to
black Beluga caviar, a snip
at just US$5 000 to US$10
000 a kilo according to in-
dustry figures.

Duc,a jovial Russian-ed-
ucated businessman with a
love of risky ventures, is a
man with a mission: to get
Made In Vietnam caviar
onto dinner tables across
the world at a reasonable
price – starting with the
country best known for its
penchant for the salted
fish-eggs.

“If we can sell our caviar
to Russia – where really,
they know about caviar –
then people will under-
stand this is a top quality
product,” said the 36-year-
old entrepreneur, who al-
ready has a slew of other
projects, from real estate to
sea planes, under his belt.

His company, Caviar de
Duc,has already signed an
agreement with a Russian
importer to sell between
two and four tons of caviar
to Russia in 2015 – al-
though some Vietnamese
seafood producers are al-
ready warning the collapse
of the Russian ruble could
hit exports.

Long beloved of the rich
and famous, caviar is an
expensive, high-end deli-
cacy, but one now in crisis
– wild caviar production
has fallen from a high of
some 3 000 tons per year in
the 1970s to almost zero.

Rampant over-fishing
and pollution in caviar’s
birthplace, the Caspian
Sea, mean the wild beluga
sturgeon is now critically
endangered.

In 1998, traditional
caviar production from
natural fisheries was
strictly limited by a system
of quotas imposed by the
United Nations
Convention on
Endangered Species
(CITES), prompting
greater interest and invest-
ment in sturgeon farming.

Italy, which has been
farming sturgeon for
decades, is now the world’s

top farmed caviar pro-
ducer, and a new genera-
tion of newcomers like
Vietnam are eyeing a slice
of the market.

Duc currently has some
500 000 sturgeon spread
across six farms in
Vietnam, all in hydroelec-
tric dam reservoirs leased
from the communist gov-
ernment.

This year his fish pro-
duced some five tons of
caviar. Duc wants to more
than treble his output by
2017 and is ultimately
dreaming of producing 100
tons of high-quality caviar
a year.

“Now, caviar is like a
hyper-luxury product...but
it’s also a healthy,delicious
product. More people
should eat caviar,” he said.

Vietnam’s natural
advantage
Most of the 250-400 tons of
caviar on the global market
each year now comes from
farmed sturgeon, accord-
ing to World Sturgeon
Conservation Society
(WSCS) estimates.

In Russia,previously one
of the most biggest suppli-
ers, “the natural popula-
tion (of sturgeon) has prac-
tically disappeared,” said
Paolo Bronzi, vice presi-
dent of the WSCS.

Despite traditional sup-
plies drying up,demand for
caviar is increasing –
spurred by the flood of
newly-wealthy consumers
in Asia and the Middle
East – and there is growing
pressure to find a new,sus-
tainable way to feed the in-
dustry.

Sturgeon, like salmon,
are relatively easy to farm
– and the WSCS estimates
supply could increase to
500-750 tons a year within
the next few years.

Vietnam is well placed to
fill the demand.

It already boasts a big
aquaculture,with large ex-
port-orientated prawn and
catfish industries – al-
though these have been
sometimes hit by food
safety concerns.

Duc is fanatic about
quality: he does not use
hormones or antibiotics on
his fish,and keeps them in
large cages with fewer fish
to reduce stress levels, as
he bids to build a reputa-
tion for Vietnamese roe.

He also opposes the use
of borex – a standard but
toxic preservative used in
most caviar – using only
salt. His tins of caviar last
just two months, but he is
looking into Japanese
high-tech freezing technol-
ogy.

He has turned down of-
fers to supply caviar whole-
sale to the big-name
brands that dominate the
existing industry, aiming
instead to build a reputa-
tion for Vietnamese caviar.

Some new producers, in
particular China, suffer
from perceived food-safety
issues, said WSCS’s
Bronzi,but there is no rea-
son that Vietnamese caviar
can’t storm into the mar-
ket.

“I don’t think that caviar
coming from new countries

will be always confined be-
cause of its origin... It de-
pends on the new cus-
tomers, the dealers and ob-
viously on the prices,” he
said.

‘They told me I was
crazy’
Duc’s sturgeon farming ex-
periment began in 2007
with 50 000 fingerlings
after he defied expert ad-
vice and decided that stur-
geon could live in
Vietnam’s warmer waters.

But his first caviar har-

vest was in 2013, as stur-
geon take years to mature.

“The scientists they told
me I was crazy,” he said,
adding that the Russian
experts he had hired all
flew home in disgust when
he insisted the fish would
thrive in Vietnam’s reser-
voirs, some 10 degrees cel-
sius warmer than the stur-
geon’s favoured habitat.

Now, he has more cus-
tomers than he can handle
in Vietnam – as the com-
munist country’s burgeon-
ing elite develop a taste for

global delicacies.
In Vietnam,Duc already

supplies many of the coun-
try’s five star hotels and
regularly provides caviar
for high-end parties – from
soirées hosted by the
French Ambassador in
Hanoi to a birthday party
for the daughter of
Vietnam’s Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung.

“The quality is very
good,”said Sakal Phoeung,
executive chef at the Sofitel
Saigon Plaza, which uses
Caviar de Duc.
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Vietnam caviar aims to make a splash
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TRIDENT INSURANCE, a local
general insurance company is re-
porting a doubling of its profitabil-
ity for the last financial year.

The improved performance by the
company comes in spite of another chal-
lenging financial year.

“The company produced another year
on year increase in profit before tax and
net profit,” said Algernon Leacock,
President of the company. He said they
increased 105 per cent and 102 per cent

respectively.
The results for the financial year to

June 30, 2014, show income before tax
increasing from $713 121 at June last
year, to $1.4 million as at June this year.
Net income rose from $532 313 (at June
2013) to over $1.0 million at June this
year.

The President outlined that during
the year under review management of
the company continued to exercise its
strategies with regards to claims and

administrative expenses, with accept-
able results.

“As usual, the company’s provisions
for losses were certified by its external
Actuaries.The investment environment
remains predictability soft, and this is
reflected by the reduced investment in-
come,” said Leacock.

He also pointed out that in general,
the 2014 financial year was another
challenging one, with the company
being impacted by unforeseen events

outside of the control of management.
However, Mr. Leacock stated that

Trident’s management was able to mit-
igate the effects of these events and re-
turned a net profit in excess of one mil-
lion dollars.

According to him, “During the coming
year, management is committed to pur-
suing its strategies for best practices
in compliance, maintenance of solid in-
ternal controls and stakeholder satis-
faction.”

TRIDENT DOUBLES PROFITS

BARBADOS has welcomed a few new
manufacturing stores in Barbados this
year and they have already been gaining
popularity, however, Executive Director
of the Barbados Manufacturing
Association, Bobbi McKay, has revealed
it does come with concern for the local
sector.

She told Business Monday last week,
“There is concern, but at the end of the
day it is an open market and it is not very
much we can do about it. However, the
local market still needs to remain rele-
vant to be more competitive.”

McKay advised that Barbadians need
to ask themselves when buying any item,
how long will it last since a lot of people
just buy what is attractive and then have
challenges with the product later. She
also asked that consumers be mindful
about where the item is from and if they
are supporting their own people.

“It is time that we look at those things
and ... we need to start looking at those
issues going into the new year,” she said.

McKay stressed that manufactures
need to remain relevant. It is impera-
tive that they look at what the con-
sumers wants, what kind of designs they
are looking at such as modern styles and
they need to respond to the needs of the
consumer.

“We do need to improve on our design.
There has been improvement over the
last few years, however, I would like to
see new fabrics and new colours and we
would work on that in the new year,” she
stressed

We do have a lot of variety in the man-
ufacturing industry and we believe if you
are not sure you can call our office and
we can recommend who can do the job
right here in Barbados,” McKay added.
(NB) Executive Director of the Barbados Manufacturing Association, Bobbi McKay.

McKay outlines challenges with entrance of
furniture
stores 

Senator: Put
small business
policy in place

Page 19

Rating 
agencies 
matter

Page 21
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FROM gigantic iPhones and
4K TVs to fitness trackers
and, believe it or not,
Internet-connected coffee
makers, a huge number of
new and interesting gadg-
ets made their debut in
2014.

So which of this year’s myriad
tech toys were among our fa-
vorites? Check out this list to
find out.

Parrot Bebop drone
Someday, we’ll look back at

this as the earliest dawn of
drones (remote-controlled quad-
copters). But we’ll look at the
$500us Bebop as the Model T:
the first high-end drone that’s
even close to affordable by the
masses. Incredibly stable, safe
enough to fly indoors, with a
1080p video camera built right
in.

The camera doesn’t physically
move, but you can nonetheless
change its angle by remote con-
trol using some clever software
tricks. If the FAA’s new drone
restrictions don’t mess every-
thing up, this one will fly off the
shelves.

Logitech Harmony Home
Hub

This shiny plastic capsule
($100) plugs in near your home-
entertainment system and acts
as the broadcasting unit that
controls all of it: TV, sound sys-
tem, TiVo, Blu-ray player, even
Nest thermostat and certain
other home-automation gadgets.

What makes it great is that
(a) you don’t have to do any pro-
gramming; you just tell it what
components you own,and it does
the rest, and (b) your smart-
phone becomes the actual re-
mote control, so you never lose it.

iPhone 6
The screen is big enough to

read on and watch videos on
(and no, I don’t have the gargan-
tuan iPhone 6 Plus, either), the

camera is stellar, Siri is eerily
smart and accurate, and using
Apple Pay really is easier than
using cash or a credit card.

I could live without any other
gadget on this list. But in the
modern world, you need the
smartest smartphone, and I’m
ridiculously happy with my
iPhone.

Muse headband
The Muse straps to your fore-

head and measures your brain
waves while an app walks you
through a guided meditation to
calm your fevered mind. Sounds
crazy, right? But, crazily enough,
it works. Use the Muse every
day, and you may find yourself a
calmer, less neurotic, more pro-
ductive human.

Yes, at $300 it’s insanely ex-
pensive, and with only one app
so far, it’s pretty limited. The
Muse should really cost $99 and
offer other brain-training apps –
and one day I’m betting it will.
Still, it’s a significant step to-
ward creating the ultimate
human-machine interface: your
brain.

Riva Turbo X
There are a million Bluetooth

speakers in the naked city, but
damned few of them that sound
good from more than 3 feet away.
The $350us Riva Turbo X,
though, can fill a decent-sized
room with music.

Connect it wirelessly to your
phone or wire it to your home en-
tertainment system and then
stand back; an iOS or Android
app serves as your remote con-
trol.A battery that runs from 18
to 26 hours means you can take
the party with you on the road,
though at 3.5 pounds you won’t
be able to casually toss it into
your purse or backpack without
crushing your lunch.

Jawbone UP Move
This affordable clip-on fitness

tracker is brilliant for one simple

reason: It doesn’t look like a fit-
ness tracker. Not to mention, it
takes just about as much main-
tenance as a pet rock. Its little
lithium coin battery doesn’t
need to be charged, just replaced
every six months.

To alert it that you’re exercis-
ing or sleeping, you just need to
hold down the face of the circu-
lar tracker. And if you click it
once, you can see your progress
in steps for the day.Very no non-
sense, especially for those who
don’t want to invest much time
in tracking their movement.

Breeze Bluetooth
Breathalyzer

Finally the question of
whether you’re good to drive
isn’t left up to a random bar-
tender and your tipsy friends.
The tiny $100 Breeze connects to
your phone via Bluetooth. Once
you’ve waited 20 minutes from
your last drink, you blow into it
for a few seconds, and then
you’re immediately diagnosed.

Depending on your BAC, the
Breeze app will tell you whether
you can drive home and when
your blood stream will ulti-
mately be alcohol-free. If you’re
way over, it’ll call you an Uber.

Every mom should send her kids
to college with these.

Nexus Player
The Nexus Player is Google’s

third foray into the streaming
TV market. Running on the tech
giant’s new Android TV operat-
ing system, the $99 Nexus
Player offers many of the same
features as the company’s $35
Chromecast. Unlike Google’s
Chromecast,however, the Nexus
Player can also be operated via
a microphone-packing, Amazon
Fire TV-looking remote control.
Android TV also lets you down-
load apps and games from the
Google Play store directly to the
Nexus Player.

Microsoft Surface Pro 3
Redmond finally got it right

this time. Or at least right
enough to garner my praise.The
Microsoft Surface Pro 3 has a
display that’s larger than its
predecessors (it’s 12 inches), but
the device is still magically the
company’s lightest Surface
PC/tablet hybrid to date.

The redesigned kickstand on
the latest Surface can prop its
gorgeous screen at almost any
angle you’d need, as well, which
finally makes it a true “lap”-top
alternative.And if you don’t like
the idea of spending $130 for its
Type Cover, then don’t. I plug a
wireless USB mouse and key-

board combo into the side of my
Pro 3 anytime I’m at my desk.
Microsoft was right to drop its
Windows RT tablet line in order
to focus all of its efforts into this
do-it-all device. The beautiful
Surface Pro 3 with Windows 8.1
is truly the first device I’ve ever
felt fully comfortable with using
as both a tablet and a PC.

Nintendo Wii U
The follow-up to the Wii was

first released in 2012, but 2014
was the year it achieved excel-
lence. For more than a year, the
Wii U operated slowly, needed
constant updating, and featured
few games worth owning. In
2014, Nintendo engineers fig-
ured out how to speed up the
Wii U and (mostly) eliminate the
updating headaches; mean-
while, long-awaited versions of
both Mario Kart and Super
Smash Bros. hit the Wii U. Both
are a blast to play with friends
and family, and simple enough
for anyone to figure out in a few
minutes. Nintendo also dropped
the price of the Wii U down
below its competitors, the Xbox
One and the PlayStation 4,
which anyway are better suited
for more serious gamers.

Cheaper, faster, and funner: In
other words, the Wii U is now
precisely what it should have
been in the first place.

Favorite gadgets
of 2014

Parrot Bebop drone

Breeze Bluetooth
Breathalyzer

Microsoft Surface Pro 3
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Bridge

DEAR JANE,
I moved out from my

ex-boyfriend’s house
seven months ago and
went back to live with my
mother. Since then, our
“perfect” relationship has
changed drastically. He
has been using horrible
language toward me and
saying he hates me. He
has also told one of his
friends if I was near him,
he would beat me. Now
that I have told him it is
over and have begun
talking to someone else,
he has decided he wants
a second chance.

First, he begged me to
go back to him. Then,
when I refused, he
threatened to ruin my
life. He knows some
things about me that are
very confidential and has
threatened to call my
mother and tell her
everything. He claims he
loves me, but then he
tells me he hates me.

I don’t understand. I
have always treated him
with respect and tried to
be a good girlfriend. But I
can’t do it anymore, and
I’m afraid of how things
will turn out. I can’t take

him harassing me. His
ups and downs in behav-
iour are confusing and
sometimes make me
think that he may be
mental. I don’t know if I
am in danger or if this is
something to worry
about.

SCARED

Dear SCARED,
People who love

each other do not treat

each other the way
you are being treated.
Your ex-boyfriend has
become obsessed, and
is trying to force you
back to him through
intimidation and
blackmail. Tell him
once more that it is
over and you want
him out of your life.
Then screen your
calls, block his e-mails,
and if he approaches
you, tell him that if he
persists you will in-
form the police. And if
you must, beat him to
the punch and tell
your mother what he’s
holding over you. It
may not be your
proudest moment, but
it will loosen his hold
over you.

Under no circum-
stances should you
reconcile with him.
This is just a taste of
what you’ll get if you
do. If the harassment
continues, go to the
police and file a re-
port.

JANE.

Need Advice?
Write to Ask Jane

c/o Advocate Publishers
(2000) Inc.

Fontabelle, St. Michael
or e-mail:

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com

Scared of
boyfriend’s
confusing behaviour
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LITTLE Jimmy Dickens had
novelty hits like May the Bird of
Paradise Fly Up Your Nose

Renowned American country
music singer-songwriter Little
Jimmy Dickens has died at the
age of 94.

His spokeswoman Jessie
Schmidt said Dickens died on
Friday of cardiac arrest after suf-
fering a stroke on Christmas
Day.His novelty songs, including
May the Bird of Paradise Fly Up
Your Nose, earned him a spot in
the Country Music Hall of Fame
in 1983.

He is also credited with intro-
ducing rhinestone suits to coun-
try music.

Dickens was the oldest mem-
ber of the Grand Ole Opry, a
weekly music concert broadcast
live on US radio from Nashville,
Tennessee.

He had performed almost con-
tinuously on the show since
1948, making his last perform-
ance on 20 December last year to

celebrate his 94th birthday.
‘One-of-a-kind’
Pete Fisher, vice-president of

the Grand Ole Opry House in
Nashville, said the show “did not
have a better friend than Little
Jimmy Dickens".

“He was a one-of-a-kind enter-
tainer and a great soul whose
spirit will live on for years to
come,” he added.

Despite being just just 4ft 11in
(1.5m) tall, Dickens said he had
never been self-conscious about
his height.

“It’s been very good for me. I’ve
made fun of it, and get a laugh
here and there,”he said in a 2009
interview.

Country star Brad Paisley,who
performed with Dickens several
times, said he had an “incredible
and unique place in country
music history".

“It is with a heavy heart that I
say goodbye to my hero and
friend today. I loved you Jimmy,”
he tweeted.

POPULAR ESPN anchor
Stuart Scott has died at age
49 following a long battle
with cancer.

The Chicago-born sports per-
sonality passed away on Sunday
morning, the cable channel an-
nounced.

Scott is survived by his par-
ents, a brother and two sisters,
girlfriend Kristin Spodobalski,
ex-wife Kim Scott and daugh-
ters Taelor, 19, and Sydni, 15.

“The best thing I have ever
done, the best thing I will ever
do, is be a dad to Taelor and
Sydni,” he said last July at the
2014 ESPYS, where he was
given the Jimmy V Award for
Perseverance. “I can’t ever give
up because I can’t leave my
daughters.”

“Taelor and Sydni, I love you
guys more than I will ever be
able to express,” he said. “You
two are my heartbeat. I am
standing on this stage here
tonight because of you.”

He was mourned publicly by
former SportsCenter co-anchor
Rich Eisen,who gave him a tear-
ful tribute on the NFL
Network’s Game Day, a slew of
Hollywood celebs and President
Barack Obama, who Scott had
interviewed.

“I will miss Stuart Scott,” the
U.S. leader said in a statement
provided by the White House.

“Twenty years ago, Stu helped
usher in a new way to talk about
our favorite teams and the day’s
best plays. For much of those 20
years, public service and cam-
paigns have kept me from my
family – but wherever I went, I
could flip on the TV and Stu and
his colleagues on SportsCenter
were there. Over the years, he
entertained us, and in the end,
he inspired us – with courage
and love.”

"Michelle and I offer our
thoughts and prayers to his fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues,” he
said.

ESPN said in a statement that
Scott “inspired his colleagues
with his sheer talent, his work
ethic and his devotion to his
daughters.”

Scott was born in Chicago and
grew up in North Carolina with
two sisters and a brother, ESPN
said. In 1987, he obtained a
bachelor’s degree in speech com-
munication from the University
of North Carolina, where he
played football,was a member of
the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity
and worked at the college radio
station, ESPN said.

He joined the sports channel
in 1993 to help launch of ESPN2
and later became an anchor on
ESPN’s flagship sports news
program SportsCenter, where
became known for catchphrases

such as "Boo-Yah!” and “As cool
as the other side of the pillow.”

"He was Stu to everybody in
the halls,” ESPN quoted anchor
John Anderson as saying. “But
Stuart on the air. I found him to
be one of the few people in this
business who is actually much
nicer off TV than he is on. He
was just one of the first guys to
say, ‘Hey, I’m going to play golf,
wanna come with me?’”

Scott was first diagnosed with
cancer in 2007, when his appen-
dix was removed. It returned
four years later. He never re-
vealed what type of cancer he
had battled.

At the ESPYS, he met with
GMA anchor and former ESPN
personality Robin Roberts, also
a cancer survivor.

On stage, he had said in his
speech that he had recently
spent a week in the hospital bat-
tling liver and kidney complica-
tions stemming from his cancer
and paid tribute to his loved
ones who stood by him.

“Every day I am reminded
that our life’s journey is really
about the people who touch
us...When you die, that does not
mean that you lose to cancer.
You beat cancer by how you live,
why you live and in the manner

in which you live,” he had said at
the ESPYs, drawing thunderous
applause.

“So live,” he continued. “Live.

fight like hell and when you get
too tired to fight, then lay down
and rest and let somebody else
fight for you.”

Stuart Scott dies: ESPN anchor was 49,
battled cancer

SORRY, “Rent” fans. It’s offi-
cially over.

Idina Menzel and Taye Diggs

have been separated for a year,
but the two actors have now fi-
nalised their divorce, according

to TMZ. The couple, which met
on the original Broadway pro-
duction of “Rent” in 1996, an-
nounced their split in December
of 2013 after 10 years of mar-
riage. According to court docu-
ments obtained by TMZ, the cou-
ple quietly finalised their di-
vorce on Dec. 3 2014, one month
after Diggs filed a divorce peti-
tion.The two said in their initial
announcement that their pri-
mary concern was their 5-year-
old son,Walker Nathaniel Diggs.

Last June, Diggs opened up
about the separation in an inter-
view with Redbook, saying he
wasn’t surprised by the public’s
reaction to their split. “There
weren’t a lot of couples like us in
the theatre community,” he said.
“It was easy for people to root for
us.”Diggs made a public appear-
ance with new girlfriend, model
Amanza Smith Brown, last June
at the BET Awards.

Menzel also opened up about
the split and about being single.
The actress told Redbook in
November that she’s open to dat-
ing, but she doesn’t have much
time for it. “They’d have to meet
me at, like, midnight after the
show, and that’s kind of slutty,
isn’t it?”

Country star Little
Jimmy Dickens
dies aged 94

Idina Menzel and Taye Diggs
quietly finalise their divorce

Stuart Scott

Idina Menzel and Taye Diggs have officially divorced
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SPORTSSPORTS

COMEBACK  from Back Page

but still found time for two
pulled boundaries off  the
bowler early in his innings,
and a lovely back-foot drive
through cover.

His innings was not without
event, however, as he survived
a review on eight off an lbw
decision to seamer Vernon
Philander and then gained a
reprieve on 13 when Morkel at
mid-on grassed a difficult low
chance off Steyn.

Earlier, AB de Villiers com-
pleted his 21st Test hundred
and second of the series as
South Africa were bowled out
for 421 in their first innings
on the stroke of tea, after los-
ing their last seven wickets for
194 runs to gain a first innings
lead of 92.

Overall, the right-hander
faced 194 balls, in five hours
and 23 minutes at the crease,
and counted five fours and a
six. He was eventually last
out, taken in the deep off
Samuels as he tried to acceler-
ate the scoring.

Off-spinner Samuels fin-
ished with two for 68 and fast
bowler Jason Holder, two for
87. Significantly, two wickets
fell via the run route as the
visitors’ ground fielding im-
proved tremendously.

cont’d on page 29

WEST INDIES 1st Innings 329 All Out (99.5 Overs)
South Africa 1st Innings (Overnight; 227/3)
A Petersen run out (Blackwood) ............................................................42
D Elgar LBW Holder .................................................................................8
F du Plessis st Ramdin b Benn ..............................................................68
H Amla* c Ramdin b Holder ..................................................................63
AB de Villiers+ c Gabriel b Samuels .....................................................148
T Bavuma b Gabriel ................................................................................15
S van Zyl LBW Samuels .........................................................................33
V Philander run out (Holder/Benn) ..........................................................0
S Harmer LBW Taylor ............................................................................10
D Steyn run out (Johnson) ......................................................................0
M Morkel not out .....................................................................................4
Total: .................................................................421 All Out (122.4 Overs)

Extras: (lb 7, w 13, nb 10) 30
Fall of Wickets: 1-48 (Elgar, 11.5 ov), 2-104 (Petersen, 27.1 ov), 3-157 (du

Plessis, 49.1 ov), , 4-254 (Amla, 75.1 ov), 5-288 (Bavuma, 86.5 ov), 6-384 (van
Zyl, 108.2 ov), 7-385 (Philander, 109.4 ov), 8-404 (Harmer, 119.5 ov), 9-408
(Steyn, 120.4 ov), 10-421 (de Villiers, 122.4 ov).

West Indies 1st Innings Bowling: J Taylor 20-2-80-1, S Gabriel 17-2-64-1,
J Holder 24-4-87-2, M Samuels 16.4-0-68-2, S Benn 45-9-116-1.

WEST INDIES 2ND INNINGS (Trail; 92)
K Brathwaite b Harmer ...........................................................................16
D Smith c de Villiers b Morkel .................................................................7
L Johnson not out ..................................................................................37
M Samuels not out ................................................................................26
Total: .................................................................................88/2 (34 Overs)

Extras: (lb 2)
Fall of Wickets: 1-23 (Smith, 10.6 ov), 2-27 (Brathwaite, 13.5 ov).
Still to Bat: S Chanderpaul, D Ramdin*+, J Blackwood, J Holder, J Taylor, S

Benn, S Gabriel.
South Africa 2nd Innings Bowling: D Steyn 10-2-31-0, V Philander 9-3-17-

0, M Morkel 6-3-10-1, S Harmer 9-4-28-1.
State of Match: West Indies trail by 4 runs
Toss: West Indies won the toss and elected to bat
Debut: Simon Harmer (South Africa)
Umpires: Aleem Dar (Pakistan) & Paul Reiffel (Australia)
TV Umpire: Billy Bowden (New Zealand)
Match Referee: Ranjan Madugalle (Sri Lanka)
Reserve Umpire: Johan Cloete

SCOREBOARD

Denesh Ramdin celebrates the run out of Dale Steyn

AB de Villiers is all smiles after bringing up his century

Windies rally against
South Africa 
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RALLY from page 28

Resuming the day on
227 for three, South Africa
lost captain Hashim Amla
after he had added just
eight to his overnight 55,
taken at the wicket off
Holder in the seventh over
of the morning.

He hit seven fours off
150 balls in 189 minutes.

de Villiers then took
control of the innings,
posting 96 for the sixth
wicket with Stiaan van
Zyl who chipped in with
33.

Starting the day on 32,
de Villiers moved quickly
into the 40s with bound-
aries in the first two overs
of the morning from
Samuels and Holder, be-
fore reaching his half-cen-
tury with a couple square
on the off-side off Holder,

in the fifth over of the
morning.

He lost Amla but put on
34 for the fifth wicket with
Temba Bavuma who
scored 15 before dragging
on to fast bowler Shannon
Gabriel, as he tried to pull
out of the stroke.

At lunch, de Villiers was
unbeaten on 84 with
South Africa on 313 for
five and he reached three

figures in the fourth over
after the break, by smash-
ing three fours off
Samuels’ ninth over which
cost 16 runs.

Van Zyl had batted an
hour-and-a-half and faced
63 balls when he was lbw
to Samuels at 384 for six
and his dismissal saw the
Windies quickly wrap up
the innings as the last five
wickets fell for 37 runs.

S. Africa go down

WEST Indies Team
Manager Sir Richie
Richardson is hoping that
the batsmen post a com-
petitive total today, Day
Four of the third and final
Test match against South
Africa in Cape Town.

The West Indies will
begin today on 88-2 with
Leon Johnson and
Marlon Samuels set to
continue. Richardson
wants at least two of the
batsmen to go on to score
centuries.

“They are going to have
to bat last and it is impor-
tant for two of our bats-
men to dig in. if two of our
batsmen get centuries
then you are going to see
an interesting match.The
two guys who are batting
are pretty, pretty solid so
we are hoping they can
put on a massive partner-
ship tomorrow and we
can take it from there,”
said Richardson.

Richardson noted they
had already put behind

them the failures of the
first innings and were
looking to show some im-
provement in the second.

“You can’t change the
past and you can’t play
any sort of competition
and compete and think
about negative things like
that. If we are going to be
thinking about that then
we might as well just
pack up and go home.
From what we have seen
today [yesterday] the two
batsmen have dug in,

they are looking solid and
that is what it is all
about,” said Richardson.

The manager noted
that the team as a whole
has shown a lot of im-
provement since the first
Test, something they
were quite pleased to see.
Richardson noted that
they did not have the op-
portunity to play many
practice matches in South
Africa ahead of the series
so it was just a matter of
using the matches them-

selves to improve as they
progressed.

“The more the guys
play and playing in these
conditions, they would get
used to the opposition and
the conditions and cer-
tainly we would see the
team playing better. But
unfortunately it is a short
series and these days
there is not much time in
between so you don’t get
much chance to have
three four matches before
you start a Test series. So

that is the just the way it
is so you have got to learn
to dig in as early as possi-
ble. We had a bad start
but we are happy with
the progress we are mak-
ing,” said Richardson.

The West Indies will
begin today, trailing
South Africa by four runs.
Johnson is not out on 37
and Samuels is 26 not
out. The match is set to
continue today from 4:30
a.m. Eastern Caribbean
Time. (PG)

Richardson wants batsmen to dig in
Stiaan van Zyl was trapped lbw by Marlon Samuels

Jason Holder had Hashim Amla caught behind

Sulieman Benn tries to run out Hashim Amla
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BRISBANE, Australia –
West Indies all-rounder
Kieron Pollard had 
a game to forget but
Adelaide Strikers still
did enough to beat
Brisbane Heat by 
five wickets in the Big
Bash League here
Sunday.

Sent in, Brisbane rat-
tled up 152 for six, with
opener Peter Forrest top
scoring with 33 from 31
balls and Nathan
Reardon getting an un-
beaten 31 from 30 balls.

Chris Lyn slammed 28
from 16 deliveries while
opener Jimmy Peirson
got 27.

Left-armer Craig
Simmons snatched two
for 26 while seamer Ben
Laughlin took two for 31.

Pollard, however,
leaked 11 runs from his

one over, giving up two
boundaries on either
side of  the wicket to
Forrest in the sixth over
of the innings.

In reply, Strikers
slumped to 63 for four in
the tenth over, before
Travis Head struck 57
not out off 40 balls in an
unbroken 87-run, fifth
wicket stand with Alex
Ross who scored 36, to
steer the visitors to vic-
tory with seven balls to
spare.

Pollard was the fourth
wicket to fall, holing out
to long on off left-armer
James Hopes in the
tenth over, after he had
made just six.

The Trinidadian right-
hander has managed
just 28 runs from three
innings in the glitzy
Twenty20 tournament.

IN a rain affect match
which reduced the
game to 42 overs, the
Kevin Stoute’s XI de-
feated Kyle Corbin’s
XI by eight wickets in
the fourth and final
Barbados one-day
trial match at
Dayrells Road.

Kyle Corbin led his
team with 61 runs off 70
balls which included six
boundaries and two
sixes before he was
struck with the ball and
forced to retire injured.
With the matches prepa-
ration for the WICB
Nagico Super50
Championship in
Trinidad & Tobago this
month, Corbin was sent
for a medical examina-
tion the same day as his
hand became swollen.

No other player on his
side reached the half
century mark, however
in reply the Kevin Stoute
XI made light work of
the target with former

Barbados captain and
West Indian player Kirk
Edwards showing he
was in good touch with
an unbeaten 65 runs off
59 balls which included
six boundaries and two
sixes. he came to the
middle after a good foun-
dation was laid by
Rashidi Boucher and
Nekoli Parris. Boucher
scored 50 off 58 balls and
Parris 42 off 72 balls.

After the four trial
matches and with the
lost of a number of play-
ers to the West Indies
team currently touring
South Africa the
Barbados selectors now
have to determine the
members for the Nagico
Super50. (CG)

SUMMARISED
SCORES:

Kyle Corbin’s XI 183-8 (42
overs) (Kyle Corbin 61 re-
tired - 70 balls, 6 fours, 2
sixes;  Shane Parr is 23,

Marlon Welcome-Goodman
23, Antonio Greenidge 19,
Ryan Hinds 16, Just in
Greaves 11 not out; Nekoli
Parris 2-19, Nikolai Charles
2-27, Jomel Warrican 2-52).

Kevin Stoute’s XI 186-2
(38 overs) (Kirk Edwards 65
not out - 59 balls, 6 fours, 2
sixes; Rashidi Boucher 50 -
58 balls, 4 fours, 1 six; Nekoli
Parris 42, Shamarh Brooks
20 not out; Kenroy Williams
2-35).

Kevin Stoute
XI wins Final
Trial Match

Rashidi Boucher

Nicholai Parris driving

Pollard fails
but Strikers
get victory

Travis Head plays a lofted shot through the leg side

        



QUARTERBACK
Andrew Luck led the
Indianapolis Colts to a
26-10 win over the
Cincinnati Bengals in
the AFC wildcard game
on Sunday to set up a di-
visional round clash
with Peyton Manning
and the Denver Broncos.

Luck, who was drafted
to replace Manning at
the Colts, threw for 376
yards and one touch-
down on 31 of 44 pass-
ing in a game in which
the Colts rarely looked
in danger of losing.

The Bengals have not

won a playoff game since
the 1990 season and
have now lost in the
wildcard round for the
past four years.

Cincinnati were with-
out two of their main re-
ceivers with wideout
A.J.Green ruled out with
concussion and tight end
Jermaine Gresham
missing with a back in-
jury and without those
targets quarterback
Andy Dalton struggled.

The Colts set the tone
with the first drive of the
game – the confident
Luck marching 71 yards
on nine plays ending
with a two-yard touch-
down run from back Dan
Herron.

Cincinnati responded
strongly with a one-yard
run from Jeremy Hill
finishing off a 74-yard
drive from the visitors.

Colts kicker Adam
Vinatieri converted two
field goals in the second
quarter with Mike
Nugent replying for the

Bengals with a 57-yard
kick that flew in off the
post to hold the
Indianapolis advantage
at halftime to 13-10.

Luck extended that
lead in the third quarter
with a superb 36-yard
touchdown pass, on the
run, to Donte Moncrief
in the end zone.

The Colts thought they
had another touchdown
when Luck found Coby
Fleener but a penalty for
an illegal block in the
back wiped out the score
and Indianapolis settled
for another field goal
from the 42-year-old
Vinatieri.

The Bengals offense
was unable to progress,
failing to make a first
down in the entire third
quarter.

Another Vinatieri field
goal, in the fourth,
pushed the Colts well be-
yond a Bengals team
that never looked capa-
ble of launching a come-
back.
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LOCAL wrestlers and
mixed martial arts
fighters received valu-
able training tips from
former Greco-Roman
World Champion Jake
Clark.

Clark, who also repre-
sented the United States
in Greco-Roman wrestling
at the 2004 Olympics, was
on the island recently to
conduct a seminar. He is
now a professional trainer
and kicked off the semi-
nar flips, tumbling, sprint-
ing and body stretching to
name a few, which was fol-
lowed by riveting demon-
strations and drills.

Participants and
coaches from across the is-
land were all present for

this golden opportunity to
get invaluably tips about
their sport.The clubs rep-
resented were Lion’s Den,
Kimekan, Shaolin
Warriors, Amass, Rock
MMA, Black Tigers, Axe
Capoiera Barbados,
Boxing, Get mad fitness
club, ITF and Budaikaido.

Clark noted that there
was a lot of portential in
some of the fighters and
he looks forward to com-
ing back here again to con-
duct more seminars.

“The technical level was
higher than some places I
visited before and
Barbados have lots of po-
tential but the clubs need
to work together more to
help develop Barbados. I

am looking forward to
working with Barbados
again,” said Clark.

The President of The
Barbados Wrestling
Barbados Association
Rollins Alleyne noted this
was the beginning of a
number of plans for
wrestling this year.

“This is the beginning of
a series of wrestling work-
shops for 2015, and a
Barbados wrestling team
will be touring the
Caribbean later this year,”
said Alleyne

Persons interested in
wrestling can contact the
president of Barbados
wrestling association at
830-0252 or bar@fila-
wrestling.com. (PG)

RENTON,Wash. – Where
others saw discord and
dissention, and another
Super Bowl champion
headed down the path of
an early end to their sea-
son, Pete Carroll saw a
challenge.

A challenge not much
different from what
Seattle went through on
its way to the title a sea-
son ago. Call it the
Seahawks’ version of the
Super Bowl hangover.

“There’s an obvious ef-
fect because you’re
unique in what you’ve
done, and we addressed
it from the first meeting
we got back here and ...
we figured it out; it just
took us a long time,”
Carroll said. “It just took
us longer than we would
like, but the thing that
happened this year just
happened in different
order than it did last
year.”

After starting the sea-
son 3-3, the Seahawks
closed with a six-game
win streak to finish 12-4
and earn home-field ad-
vantage through the
playoffs. The Seahawks
will host either Detroit,
Arizona or Carolina in
the divisional round next
Saturday.

It was a stunning turn-
around, considering
Seattle’s pedestrian start
to the season and the sur-
prise October trade of
Percy Harvin to the New
York Jets.

“I hate to keep going
back to last year, but we
did win the Super Bowl
last year. And through
that process at the end of
the season when you go
through the parade and
get the ceremony and get
the ring, it makes you for-
get how hard it was to get
to that point, to reach the
mountaintop,” Seattle
wide receiver Doug
Baldwin said. “I think a
lot of that pressure we
had at the beginning of
the season when we were
3-3 - from the media, from
ourselves - we kind of let
that feed into the nega-
tivity and forgetting that
it wasn’t easy last year.”

Seattle has already
bucked the recent trend
as the first Super Bowl
champion to reach the
postseason since Green
Bay won the NFC North
in 2011. That was the
first layer of history the
Seahawks had to over-
come. Now is the chance
to be the first team since
New England in 2004 to
repeat.

“When I went into this
year with the thought
that this is a very unique
chance at showing that
you can handle all of
that,” Carroll said. “It’s
been difficult for people,
and the history of it
shows you that it’s hard
to come back and get
yourself back into this
kind of position again.”

But being a Super Bowl

winner has not equated
to postseason success re-
cently for those that have
gotten back to the play-
offs.

The last defending
champion to win a post-
season game was New
England in 2005. The
Patriots beat Jacksonville
in the wild-card round be-
fore being ousted by
Denver in the divisional
round. Since the Patriots’
win in 2005, four other
defending champions
have reached the play-
offs. Three were division
champions - Indianapolis
in 2007; the Giants in
2008; Green Bay in 2011
- who were knocked off at
home in the divisional
round. New Orleans was
a wild-card team in 2010
and lost at Seattle.

That’s the next piece of
history for the Seahawks
to try to overcome.

Many have pointed to
the trade of Harvin as the
turning point for Seattle’s
season. The deal went
down on a Friday as the
team was leaving for St.
Louis, and the Seahawks
struggled in the first half
of their 28-26 loss to the
Rams. In-season trades
in the NFL are scarce
enough. Even rarer is an
elite team giving away a
key player rather than
acquiring a need.

Only four trades were
made in-season in 2014,
including Harvin being
sent to the Jets. New

England made a pair of
deals, getting linebackers
Jonathan Casillas from
Tampa Bay and Akeem
Ayers from Tennessee. St.
Louis acquired safety
Mark Barron from
Tampa Bay.

The only other team in
the last three seasons to
trade away a starter in-
season and make the
playoffs the same year
was Philadelphia. It sent
defensive tackle Isaac
Sopoaga to New England
in late October 2013.

It would be far too sim-
plistic to say Seattle’s
turnaround was tied
solely to the Harvin
trade, but it did refocus
the team offensively.
Through the first five
games with Harvin on
the roster, Seattle aver-
aged 28.2 carries and
149.8 yards rushing per
game. In the 11 games
after the trade, with the
Seahawks relying more
on the running of
Marshawn Lynch, they
averaged 34.9 carries and
183 yards rushing.

Not surprisingly, the
Seahawks went 9-2.

“I think we returned to
the strength of knowing
our guys, how to use
them, and how to imple-
ment their strengths,”
Carroll said. “We always
talk about unique quali-
ties that players have,
and we may have lost
connection with some of
that.”

Local wrestlers get
professional tips

Seattle had own Super Bowl
hangover to overcome

Colts roll past
outmanned Bengals for
wildcard victory

Indianapolis Colts wide receiver Reggie Wayne (87)
is tackled by Cincinnati Bengals cornerback
Darqueze Dennard (21) during the second half in the
2014 AFC Wild Card playoff football game at Lucas
Oil Stadium.
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BARCELONA – Barce-
lona coach Luis Enrique
believes the club’s trans-
fer ban is an “invitation”
for players from their
famed youth academy to
push for a place in the first
team.

The Catalan club have
been renowned for their
development of young tal-
ent through the ‘Masia’
since the arrival in the
late 1980s of coach Johan
Cruyff, who put a special
emphasis on nurturing
home grown players.

Now they will have to
rely on youth to replenish
the first team after losing
an appeal on Tuesday
against a FIFA sanction
for an alleged breach of
rules on the transfer of for-
eign under-18 players.

That means they are
unable to buy during the
coming two transfer win-
dows.

“The decision didn’t sur-

prise us, as it seemed
likely.We would have pre-
ferred it to be different,
but that’s the way it is,”
Luis Enrique told a news
conference.

“The squad, though, is
sufficiently strong, and
this is a stimulus for the
youth players. It is an in-
vitation for them to show
what they can do.

“We are a club that likes
to make use of the youth
system, although we do
supplement it by buying
players and now we can
take advantage of this.

“Barca B is set up to feed
the first team with play-
ers, and I am happy with
the way things are going
and what they are offer-
ing us.”

Barcelona lie second in
La Liga, a point behind
Real Madrid, who have
played a game fewer.They
face a difficult test on
Sunday away to David

Moyes’ Real Sociedad, to
kick off a hectic month.

“We will go there looking
for three points and with
plenty of determination.
We have drawn against
them twice and lost three
times in recent years, so
we know what we are up
against,” said Luis En-
rique.

“They are now showing
more drive (under Moyes),
although he has only been
there for a few games.
They are battling and
pressing more, and they
are looking like they can
start moving up the table.

“We have four league
games and four in the
(King’s) cup if we beat
Elche, so we are where we
want to be at the moment.
We are used to playing
twice a week and we can
do that now. It is impor-
tant to be physically and
mentally prepared after
the break.”

Barca transfer ban gives youth
chance to flourish: Luis Enrique

BARBADOS is set for a
volleyball treat when
the Barbados Volley-
ball Association (BVA)
hosts an All Star Series
this month.

Some of the islands best
players from the Division
One will be joining forces,
as they put their skills to
the test against each
other in the three day
Series.

There will be two fe-
male teams and two male
teams, comprising of 26
female players and 28
male players who were se-
lected by the Division 1
Club Coaches. Each team
will have at least two na-
tional junior members for
development purposes.

Players have been
drawn from Club United,
Carlton Club, Flow
Sentry Insurance Dea-
cons, Brydens Rockets,
Toners, Pan American
Life Insurance Warrens,
Cawmere, Foundation
United, Gourmet Express
Progressive and Juniors.

The matches will be
held on January 11, 18
and February 1, 2015 at
the Garfield Sobers
Sports Complex. The
women’s match will start
at 5:00 p.m. and the men’s
match at 7:00 p.m.

The event is hoped to be
an annual event which

caps off the Division One
season that ends in
November, and is also de-
signed to raise funds for
the national

Season tickets are
available for the general
public at $15 from Barba-
dos Olympic Association
(closed until January 5,
2015) and Shell Top Rock
Gas Station. $12 tickets
are available for all regis-
tered 2014 volleyball
players and Valmay
Stapleton or Sandra
Shillingford can be con-
tacted directly for these
tickets. Daily entry is $7
each night while Children
under 11 years old are
free.

AAllll SSttaarr TTeeaammss::
Women’s Team A
CLU - Lisa Clarke, CRL -
Rhea Bryant, DEA - Fabia
Greaves, CRL - Ayesha
Maycock, ROC - Nicola
Greaves, ROC - Shari
Matthews, ROC- Andreas
Flores, TON - Ashley Jordan,
TON - Ashley Marshall, TON -
Cherise Austin, WRN -
Jamilia Corbin, WRN - Stacy
Atherley, WRN - Talya
Layne. Coaches - Michael
Brathwaite, Andrew
Brathwaite, Cedric Proverbs

Women’s Team B
CLU - Mya Evelyn, CLU -
Nikita Wickham, CLU - Tonya

Forde, ROC - Katrina
Wickham, CRL - Janelle
Morris
CRL - Kayla James, DEA - De-
Ann Smith, DEA - Julia
Lewis, DEA - Kandia Shorey,
ROC - Anicia Wood, ROC -
Danielle Callender, TON -
Aliyyah Durant, WRN -
Anthazia Mason. Coaches -
Adrian Harewood, Shennel
Pooler, Elwyn Oxley.

Men’s Team A
CAW - Shawn Simpson, CHA
- Alain London, CHA -
Rommel Agard, DEA - Klode
Thompson, DEA - Victor
Griffith, FDU - Darien Seale,
JUN - Adam Niles, JUN -
Ashan Jordan, JUN - Shamar
Bishop, PRO - Chioke Holder,
PRO - Fabian Cox, PRO -
Kimar Hinds, PRO - Renier
Grace. Coaches - Andrew
Culpepper, Fernando Skeete,
Marcus Green.

Men’s Team B
CAW - Renee Archer, CHA -
Ammuniki Wood, CHA - Mark
Lewis, CHA - Nicholas
Matthias, DEA - Ronald
Rice, DEA - Jamaal Nedd,
FDU - Thomas Atkins, JUN -
Andriy Stapleton, JUN -
Carlos Cyrus, JUN - Paul
Doughty, JUN - Stephen
Packer, PRO - Akeem Payne,
PRO - Mario Richards, PRO -
Rico Brathwaite. Coaches -
Dale Addison, John Stuart,
Jason Marshall.

Volleyball All Star
Series starts Sunday

       



LONDON (AP) – Louis
van Gaal does not need
reminding of the po-
tential pitfalls that can
await Manchester
United against lower-
league opposition in
the English cups.

The manager takes the
11-time FA Cup winners
to Yeovil in the third
round yesterday barely
four months after a hu-
miliating loss to another
third-tier team, MK Dons,

in the League Cup.
And Yeovil, a south-

western town with a pop-
ulation that could fit into
United’s Old Trafford 
76 000-capacity stadium
almost twice over, is well
known for its football
team producing cup
giant-killings.

Although some of the
biggest scalps happened
long ago – memorably in
1949 against then-Eng-
lish power Sunderland –

they defined the club as it
rose from the non-league
to the professional ranks
of English football. As a
non-league team, Yeovil
ousted 20 league sides, ac-
cording to the FA, though
they were routed 8-0 in
1949 by United.

The chance for unlikely
revenge has finally come.

“I was over the moon
when we were drawn
against Manchester
United,” Yeovil manager

Gary Johnson said. “I was
in the house watching the
draw with my wife and
we both jumped up in the
air and high-fived each
other.”

As for beating the
Premier League’s third-
place team?

“We’d need a miracle to
pull it off,” Johnson said.
“But the FA Cup is the FA
Cup, that’s the beauty of
it ... nobody knows what’s
going to happen.”

Van Gaal wary of another cup
calamity with United
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Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal .
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REAL Madrid’s club record
22-match winning run was
ended by Nicolas Otamendi’s
fine header as Valencia came
from behind to secure a fa-
mous victory.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s penalty
put Real in front,his 33rd goal of
the season.

But Valencia made it 1-1 seven
minutes into the second half
through Antonio Barragan’s de-
flected shot.

And Otamendi then powered
the ball in from a corner to leave
Madrid’s place at the top of La
Liga under threat with Barce-
lona playing Real Sociedad later.

It was Real’s first defeat since
they lost to city rivals and La
Liga champions Atletico Madrid
on September 13.

They will concede top spot to
Barcelona if the Catalans beat
David Moyes’s Sociedad last
night after press time. The re-
sult lifted Valencia, beaten just
once at home all season, into the
Champions League places.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side would
not have envisaged that scenario

when they took an early lead
through Ronaldo.

After Gareth Bale had been
fouled, a free-kick from Tony
Kroos was flicked on by Bale
against the arm of on-loan

Manchester City striker Alvaro
Negredo.

Ronaldo converted from the
spot but then missed an excel-
lent chance to double Real’s lead
when he rounded goalkeeper

Diego Alves but, from a tight
angle, shot into the side netting.

Valencia had five players
booked in a niggly first half but
struck a post through a deflected
Andre Gomes shot in stoppage

time.
And they were the better side

in the second half, levelling when
former Liverpool player
Barragan scored his first league
goal for the club with a shot
which was diverted past Iker
Casillas by defender Pepe.

Bale was then denied by an
excellent Otamendi tackle at the
other end before the Argentina
international won it with a tow-
ering header with 25 minutes to
go.

Negredo impressed for Valen-
cia,who could have spared them-
selves some anxious late mo-
ments,notably when Isco’s close-
range header was saved by
Alves, had Barragan not wasted
another excellent chance when
he shot wide with just Casillas to
beat.

Holders Real will now be look-
ing to bounce back against their
local rivals in the first leg of their
Copa del Rey last-16 tie on Wed-
nesday night, when Fernando
Torres could make his first ap-
pearance since re-joining
Atletico on loan.

Valencia end Real Madrid’s winning run

Cristiano Ronaldo’s early penalty was his 26th league goal of the season.

     



WELLINGTON – Sri
Lankan batsman
Kumar Sangakkara
joined an elite group
of cricketers Saturday
when he became only
the fifth to make 12
000 runs in his career.

The prolific 37-year-old
left-hander reached the
milestone when he
knocked Trent Boult
square for two in Sri
Lanka’s first innings of
the second Test against
New Zealand in
Wellington. At stumps he
was not out on 33.

Sangakkara started
the two-Test New
Zealand series on 11 988
runs and after scoring
six and one in the first
Test in Christchurch, he
was determined to get
the final five in
Wellington.

“When he fails, it’s a
coach’s nightmare. You
have to throw (balls to
Sangakkara) for hours
and hours,” captain
Angelo Mathews said
ahead of the Test.

“He’s been working

really hard in the nets
and he’s desperate to go
out there and get some
runs.”

Since launching his
Test career in 2000,
Sangakkara has made
an impressive average of
over 58.00, including 37
centuries in 130 Tests.
His highest score was
319 against Bangladesh.

He sits behind four
retired cricketers but
has a superior average
on the all-time scoring
list which is headed by
India’s Sachin Tendulkar
who compiled 15 921
from 200 Tests at an
average 53.78.

Australian Ricky
Ponting (13 378 at
51.85), Jacques Kallis
from South Africa (13
289 at 55.37) and India’s
Rahul Dravid (13 288 at
52.31) round out the top
five.

Last month,
Sangakkara became only
the fourth batsman to
surpass the 13 000-run
mark in one-day
internationals, achieving
the feat in his 386th
match.

The ODI list is also
headed by Tendulkar,
who made 18 426 runs in
463 matches, ahead of
Ponting with 13 704
runs from 375 ODIs and
Sanath Jayasuriya of Sri
Lanka, who has 13 430
runs in 445 games.

FOR RENT
3 Bedroom Wall House in 
Clevedale, Black Rock, 

St. Michael

Wrought Iron Bars & Fence.
Good Condition

Tel: 246-438-2554/249-1863

APTS. FOR RENT
2/Bedroom 2/Bathroom 
unfurnished upstairs apt. Serene 
view. Includes one car garage.  
$1,050 monthly. Water included.

1/Bedroom 1/Bathroom fully fur-
nished apt. Including front load 
washing machine. $850 monthly.
Water Included. Oxnards 
Heights

Tel: 424-9846

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

LOTS

Lowthers, Christ Church
4,712 sq. ft. $105,000.00

Tichbourne, St. Michael
7,455 sq. ft. $151,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft. $125,000.00

Connelltown, St. Lucy
9,768 sq. ft. $150,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,250 sq. ft. $185,000.00

Bagatelle, St. James
11,215 sq. ft. $280,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft. $315,000.00

Drax Hall, St. George
14,349 sq. ft. $375,000.00

PROPERTIES

Boarded Hall Greens (Town 
houses) From $228,800.00 to 
$461,900.00

Hopewell, Christ Church
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
6,630 sq. ft. $350,000.00

Fairfield Cross Road, St. Michael
Building 1 - 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath-
room Building 2 - 2 Bedrooms 1 
Bathroom 4,736 sq. ft.
$300,000.00

Apes Hill, St. James
4 Bedroom 3 Bathroom 2 storey 
building 4,367 sq. ft.
$350,000.00

Husbands, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom two sto-
rey building 5,783sq. ft.
$600,000.00

Bournes Village, St. George
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms two 
storey building 3,191 sq. ft.
$471,000.00

Grazettes Court, St. Michael
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms build-
ing10,842sq.ft. $550,000.00

FOR RENT

Sea Grape Drive, St. Philip 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom Apart-
ment $1,600.00 monthly

Contact: Telephone 
(246) 432-7191 

Website: www.creis.com

AUTO
PARTS/SPARES

AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON MONDAY 05/01/15 THE    
FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
VEHICLES:-

2001 TOYOTA VITZ (WORK-
ING) at Nassco Crash Lot at 
1:00pm

2011 YAMAHA YBE 125 MO-
TORCYCLE at Star Products at 
1:15pm

1995 MAZDA LANTIS, 2002 
TOYOTA VITZ (WORKING) at
Downes Auto at 1:30pm

2010 SUZUKI SX4 (WORKING) 
at Simpson Motors at 1:50pm

CALL:231-1928

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

CAPSTONE 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Construct Wood & Wall Houses

House & Roof Repairs

Renovations & Extensions

Tree Trimming & Cutting

Tel:(246)267-1600

TUITION
May/June Exam help with 

Barnes CXC Account 
preparation class.

Saturday or Sunday 
Bridgetown location

Call:837-0863
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Sangakkara
joins elite 
12 000-runs club

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=73881&ReturnUrl=http://www.creis.com
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - The day will
seem, at first, compromised. Then you’ll
understand what the delay is all about – not the
central action, but something else entirely.
This is good... 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Beware:
People will talk of being trustworthy, sensitive
or generous. They may be stating the exact
opposite of their values and qualities. It’s a
good day to do your own thing and depend on
no one.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - People will tell
you who they are by declaring to possess the
opposite qualities. Take note. Tonight’s
message: Most children like to play, and few
like to clean up. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) - Get back to a
comfy, cozy place. This cannot be sorted out
by making a purchase. The domestic puzzle
can be solved with some kind of rearranging
of your schedule, boundaries or furniture. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - The matter that ails
you will turn around in the weeks to come. A
small change is all it will take to get a good
result, as long as you make that small change
every day.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - After intense
planning, a domestic project will blast off.
Travel or temporary moves offer the challenge
you crave. Your personal life will hit a mellow
groove, allowing for whatever you want to do.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - There’s growing
respect for all you do. A serene home life will
give you the support you need to develop your
talents. There’s money to be made from the
layers of knowledge and skill you now add to
your arsenal. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Life is
cyclical. Believe that you’re not going to be
any one way for very long. It will shift, for
better or worse, but mostly for better. Someone
in your life will man the shift today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - The
choices you’ve made to declare and accentuate
your individuality will pay off. Your
confidence will be built on the things you do,
wear and say that are “so you.” 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Your
diligence will make a difference, though not in
one day. Commit to doing the same action for
three weeks, and you’ll be amazed at where
you wind up. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - People will
get territorial, and rightly so. Be sensitive to the
boundaries of others, and draw some of your
own. You will feel protective, recognising how
fragile we all are. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Your
conscientiousness will extend to people you
don’t know. Instead of being reactive and
critical, you’ll be active and creative, bringing
all of your knowledge to bear on the situation. 
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Effective October 8th, 2012, the market price of a security listed on the board of the BSE will only change if a quantity of shares traded (in a single trade) 
is greater than or equal to the threshold amount (volume limit) as stated in the table below. For more information please visit the downloads section of 

our website - www.bse.com.bb

BARBADOS STBARBADOS STOCK EXCHANGEOCK EXCHANGE

COMPANY LAST TRADE VOLUME HIGH LOW LAST CURRENT PRICE BID ASK BID ASK 

DATE CLOSE CLOSE CHANGE PRICE PRICE SIZE SIZE 
ABV Investments Inc. 20-Oct-14 - - - $0.32 $0.32 - $0.02 $0.30 100,000 10,000

BICO Limited 04-Dec-14 - - - $1.65 $1.65 - $1.65 150

Banks Holdings Ltd. 03-Dec-14 - - - $2.90 $2.90 - - $2.89 - 62,915

Barbados Dairy Industries Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $1.50 $1.50 - - $1.60 - 803

Barbados Farms Ltd. 11-Dec-14 - - - $0.50 $0.50 - $0.25 $0.83 20,000 26

Cable and Wireless Barbados Ltd. 02-Jan-15 230 $2.55 $2.55 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 $2.50 $2.55 500 1,542

Cave Shepherd and Co. Ltd. 12-Dec-14 - - - $3.00 $3.00 - $3.01 $3.68 194 4,000

FirstCaribbean International Bank -* 12-Nov-14 - - - $1.80 $1.80 - $1.85 $1.90 50 8,000

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 02-Jan-15 7,143 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00 $0.22 - 4,381 -
- Dev Fund

Fortress Caribbean Property Fund 02-Jan-15 9,286 $0.50 $0.50 $0.50 $0.50 $0.00 $0.50 $0.55 5,714 16,333
- Value Fund

Goddard Enterprises Ltd. 02-Jan-15 500 $6.36 $6.35 $6.34 $6.34 $0.00 $6.33 - 220,572

Insurance Corporation Of Barbados Ltd. 17-Dec-14 - - - $2.41 $2.41 - $2.45 $2.59 101 4,440

Jamaica Money Market Brokers Limited 05-Nov-14 - - - $0.15 $0.15 - $0.10 $0.30 5,000 4,550

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 5.5% Pref 08-Dec-14 - - - $3.30 $3.30 - $3.11 - 1,728 -

Emera (C’bean) Incorporated 23-Dec-14 - - - $25.70 $25.70 - $21.75 $25.70 212 1,112

Massy Holdings Ltd. -* 04-Dec-14 - - - $20.00 $20.00 - $20.01 - 200 -

One Caribbean Media Limited 03-Sep-14 - - - $6.20 $6.20 - $6.90 - 4,000 -

Sagicor Financial Corporation Pref  6.5% 05-May-14 - - - $2.26 $2.26 - $2.26 - 1,589 -

Sagicor Financial Corporation 02-Jan-15 4,779 $1.80 $1.80 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00 $1.75 $1.80 3,500 123,536

The West Indies Rum Distilleries Ltd. 18-Nov-14 - - - $8.00 $8.00 - - $8.00 - 4,870

Trinidad Cement Ltd. 21-Aug-14 - - - $0.80 $0.80 - - $2.00 - 1,100

West India Biscuit Co. Ltd. -* 26-Aug-14 - - - $10.46 $10.46 - $13.00 - 1,000 -

TOTAL SHARES BOUGHT & SOLD 21,938 

-* = Security is Trading X-Div
*+* = Security is Suspended
** = Rights Issued

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A Fund 21-May-12 $10.50 $10.50 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A1 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A2 Fund $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Royal Fidelity TIGRS A3 Fund 18-Dec-13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.50 100

Last Trade    Bid Ask Bid Ask
Date Price Price Size Size

B’dos Government Debenture 4.75% 2016 29-Aug-14 $101.00 7,000
B’dos Government Debenture 6.625% 2018 27-Jun-14 $105.50 30,000
Barbados Government Debenture 7% 2017 29-Aug-14 $103.00 122,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.25% 2028 20-Oct-14 $100.00 105,000
B’dos Government Debenture 7.75% 2025 16-Sep-14 $107.00 43,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2016 20-Nov-14 $103.00 41,000
Barbados Government T/Note 6% 2017 16-Sep-14 $105.00 15,000

MUTUAL FUND
January 2, 2015

ENDED NAME OF FUND NAV OFFER BID NAV
CHANGE

26-Dec-14 REPUBLIC CAPITAL GROWTH FUND w   1.5033 0.0021
26-Dec-14 REPUBLIC INCOME FUND -* w   1.4815 0.0012
26-Dec-14 REPUBLIC PROPERTY FUND w   1.2651 0.0000
18-Dec-14 CLICO BALANCED FUND INC. w    1.299 0.0000
24-Dec-14 FORTRESS CARIBBEAN GROWTH FUND      w   4.7823   4.7823 4.7823  0.0101
24-Dec-14 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - ACC.    w   1.8413 -0.0010
24-Dec-14 FORTRESS HIGH INTEREST FUND - DIST.    w   1.0026 -0.0005
31-Oct-14 ROYAL FIDELITY SELECT BALANCED FUND m 4.6667  4.6667  4.5734  0.0136
31-Oct-14 ROYAL FIDELITY STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND m 0.8273   0.8273 0.8107  -0.0001
31-Oct-14 ROYAL FIDELITY PREMIUM INCOME FUND   m  1.4099   1.4099 1.3817   0.0062
24-Dec-14 SAGICOR GLOBAL BALANCED FUND             w  2.28 0.01
24-Dec-14 SAGICOR SELECT GROWTH FUND w   1.28 0.01
24-Dec-14 SAGICOR PREFERRED INCOME FUND -        w   1.04 0.00

* Indicates the Fund is currently ex-div

NOTES:   QUOTATIONS AND NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE ARE SUPPLIED BY THE
FUND MANAGEMENT.  THE OFFERING PRICE INCLUDES NET ASSET VALUE PLUS
ENTRY COSTS.      

m = monthly valuation, q = quarterly valuation,     w = weekly

Regular Market
Security Volume High Low Price Advance/

DECLINE

FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - VAL FUND     9,286 $0.50 $0.50 $0.50 $0.00
FORTRESS C'BEAN PROP. FUND - DEV FUND     7,143 $0.22 $0.22 $0.22 $0.00
SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 4,779 $1.80 $1.80 $1.80 $0.00
GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 500 $6.36 $6.35 $6.34 $0.00
CABLE AND WIRELESS BARBADOS LIMITED         230 $2.55 $2.55 $3.00 $0.00

Fixed Income Market
Security Volume 
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT T/NOTE 6.25% 2021   250,000

BARBADOS STOCK REPORT
January 2, 2015

Five securities two traded firm as 21,938 shares traded on the Regular Market, with a total value of $18,581.16. Fortress Caribbean
Property Fund - Value Fund was the volume leader trading 9,286 shares at $0.50. They were followed by Fortress Caribbean Property
Fund - Development Fund and Sagicor Financial Corporation which traded 7,143 and 4,779 shares respectively.

Week in Review

This week, the Regular Market traded a total volume of 66,746 shares. The top three companies traded were Fortress Caribbean
Property Fund - Development Fund with 25,619, Fortress Caribbean Property Fund - Value Fund with 24,286 and Sagicor Financial
Corporation with 16,111 shares.

JUNIOR MARKET

Fixed Income

SHARE SUMMARY INFORMATION
January 2nd, 2015

INDICES
TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING CHANGES

January 2, 2015 December 31, 2014
Local  2,137.26 2,137.26 -   
Cross-list 1,706.54 1,706.54 -   
Composite 611.23 611.23 -   

MARKET CAPITALISATION (in millions) 

TODAY'S TRADING LAST TRADING             CHANGES 
January 2, 2015 December 31, 2014

Local  5,367.18 5,367.18 -   
Cross-list 2,849.60 2,849.60 -   
Composite 8,216.78 8,216.78 -                       

NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have fixed
December 22nd, 2014 as the record date for the determination of
shareholders entitled to receive notice of the Annual General Meeting of
the Company which will be held on January 30th, 2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on January 30th,
2015.

Massy Holdings Limited - Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting of the Company which will be held on February 6th,
2015.

BSE NOTICE
Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated - Please take note that effective
December 7th, 2014, the name of Light and Power Holdings Limited
was changed to Emera (Caribbean) Incorporated.

DIVIDEND DECLARATION
The West India Biscuit Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of fifty-five (55) cents per share to be paid on January 5th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on December
22nd, 2014.

Massy Holdings Limited - Directors have declared a final dividend of
one dollar and thirty-nine (1.39) TT cents per share to be paid on
January 20th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
January 2nd, 2015.

FirstCaribbean International Bank Limited - Directors have declared
a final dividend of one point five (1.5) US cents per share to be paid on
January 30th, 2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on
December 18th, 2014.

Cave Shepherd and Company Limited - Directors have declared a
final dividend of six (6) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on February 13th,
2015.

Goddard Enterprises Limited - Directors have declared a final
dividend of fourteen (14) cents per share to be paid on February 27th,
2015 to Shareholders on record at close of business on January 30th,
2015.

SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT SECURITY VOLUME LIMIT 

ALMOND RESORTS INCORPORATED 3,500 LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 5.5% Pref 100 

BANKS HOLDINGS LIMITED 4,000 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 6.5% Pref 7,500 

B'DOS DAIRY INDUSTRIES LIMITED 300 SAGICOR FINANCIAL CORPORATION 10,000

B'DOS FARMS LIMITED 1,500 THE WEST INDIES RUM DISTILLERY LIMITED 300

BICO INDUSTRIES LIMITED 100 WEST INDIA BISCUIT COMPANY LIMITED 300 

CABLE & WIRELESS (BARBADOS)
LIMITED

9,000 JAMAICA MONEY MARKET BROKERS LIMITED 10,000 

CAVE SHEPHERD & COMPANY LIMITED 1,500  NEAL & MASSY HOLDINGS LIMITED 6,500 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
LIMITED

10,000 ONE CARIBBEAN MEDIA LIMITED 4,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
DEV FUND 3,500 TRINIDAD CEMENT LIMITED 10,000 

FORTRESS CARIBBEAN PROPERTY -
VALUE FUND

3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A FUND  100

GODDARD ENTERPRISES LIMITED 3,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A1 FUND 100

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF
BARBADOS LIMITED

2,500 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A2 FUND 100

LIGHT & POWER HOLDINGS LIMITED 1,000 ROYAL FIDELITY TIGRS A3 FUND 100

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=73881&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb


PHILADELPHIA –
Dave Schultz would
drop his gloves in a
flash, his bare fists
pummelling away at
unprotected faces in
fits of fury so ferocious
he became known as
“The Hammer.”

Schultz was the intimi-
dating backbone of
Philadelphia’s “Broad
Street Bullies” teams of
the 1970s that won a pair
of Stanley Cup champi-
onships. The Flyers’
rugged style of play be-
came their calling card,
and by the 1980s every
team had a tough guy or
two whose primary role
was to protect his team-
mates by brute force.

Fast forward 40 years
since the Flyers’ last
championship and players
like Schultz are having a
harder time sticking in
the NHL. The role of the
enforcer is seemingly
going down without a
fight as speed and skill on
every line have become
the norm.

In a league that is also
facing head injury con-
cerns - and lawsuits - is it
finally time to say good-
bye to the goon?

“They just wanted to
take fighting out of the
game,” Schultz said. “It’s
not the same game.”

But not necessarily a
worse one.

The true signal the cul-
ture in the NHL has
changed comes from
Schultz’s old stomping
grounds. For the first time
since the organisation was
in its infancy, the Flyers
opened the season with-
out a true enforcer on
their roster. Heck, their
biggest threat might be
goalie Ray Emery, who
headlined a fight last sea-
son against Washington’s
unwilling goalie, Braden
Holtby.

“We’ve got some tough-
ness on our team,” Flyers
general manager Ron
Hextall said. “We’ve got
some guys that can han-
dle themselves. But I
think when you look,
there weren’t a lot of
fights in the preseason.
There are never any fights
in the playoffs. In be-
tween, there’s been less
and less.”

The numbers back up
the former NHL goalie.

There were 143 fights
through the first 408
games of the season,
which projects to 431
fights overall, according to

hockeyfights.com.That’s a
dramatic dip from 734
fights in 2008-09 and 714
fights in 2009-10. The
number of fights fell into
the 500s in 2011-12 and
the 400s last season (there
were 347 fights in the
lockout-shortened 2012-
13 season).

The NHL has tough-
ened instigation penalties
in place since the 1930s. It
added a two-minute
minor for the player who
started the fight in the
1990s, looking to both cut
down on brawling and
perhaps attract more ca-
sual fans. Of late, the
NHL is dishing out longer
suspensions for cheap
shots and illegal hits,
erasing some of the play-
ers’ unwritten code of jus-
tice.

"That tells you, let’s just
play hockey,” Schultz said.
“And when there’s a prob-
lem, the league will take
care of it.”

That role used to be left
to the enforcers, the de
facto bodyguards for the
stars. Back on the put-up-
your-dukes heyday, even
Wayne Gretzky had his
own personal great one
watching his back: Marty
McSorley was the Hall of
Famer’s first line of thug-
gish defense, serving and
protecting Gretzky in
stints with Edmonton and
Los Angeles.

“I remember when guys
like Gretzky said, we want
guys to be able to protect
us,” Schultz said.“(Sidney)
Crosby doesn’t want to be
protected. By the league,
yes. But not by one of his
team-mates.”

Stu Grimson, the color
analyst on Nashville
Predators’ TV broadcasts,
was known as “The Grim
Reaper” with 2,113 career
penalty minutes in his
NHL career. He said fight-
ing still has a role in the
game, especially at home
games where one enter-
taining scrum can shift
momentum and liven up
the fans.

“I think the fight itself,
there is a purpose for it,
and you can put your fin-
ger on that purpose,” he
said. “I think it makes
sense to keep that in the
game, and I think it’s
valuable to the game for
that reason.”

Chicago Blackhawks
forward Dan Carcillo said
fights aren’t going to com-
pletely vanish, either.

“I don’t think the mind-
less, senseless, go out and

fight, rah-rah, for no rea-
son, I don’t think that has
a place in the game any-
more,” Carcillo said. “If
guys take runs at other
players, I think those
players that take the run
at them, whether they
fight or not, they have to
know in the back of their
mind that there’s still
fighting in this game and
they’re going to have to
answer the bell or respond
to it if they’re going to take
dirty runs or cheap shots.”

But in the back of every-
one minds is the risk of
concussions and other
long-term health risks
that come with trading
punches on the ice. The
idea that brawling was as
much fun as a nasty
wreck in NASCAR or
bench-clearing brawl in
baseball came to a jarring
halt in 2011 when three

former enforcers were
found dead.

Derek Boogaard, once
named in a Sports
Illustrated players poll as
the NHL’s toughest
fighter, died from an acci-
dental mix of alcohol and
the painkiller oxycodone.
Wade Belak hanged him-
self and Rick Rypien was
discovered at his home
after suffering from de-
pression for a decade.

The 65-year-old Schultz
said he suffered nothing
more than a couple of
minor concussions and
feels fine.

“We didn’t hit anyone
near as hard as they do
today,” Schultz said.

There are just now far
fewer of those hits.

“It’s still an exciting
sport,” Schultz said. “It’s
just evolving. It’s the way
it is."
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NHL enforcers and fights are
slowly vanishing

Minnesota Wild left wing Derek Boogaard (24) get-
ting hit by Edmonton Oilers left wing Steve
MacIntyre (33) in a fight during first period NHL
hockey action in Edmonton, Canada.
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LEON Johnson and Marlon
Samuels mounted an admirable
fightback as West Indies overcame
the loss of both openers to steady
themselves, and set up an intrigu-
ing penultimate day of the third
Test today.

At the close yesterday, the Caribbean
side were 88 for two in their second in-
nings, thanks to an unbroken 61-run,
third wicket stand between Johnson and
Samuels.

The left-handed Johnson was un-
beaten on 37, while Samuels was not
out on 26, in a partnership that was nec-
essary after both Devon Smith (7) and
Kraigg Brathwaite (16) fell in the space
of 18 deliveries, to leave West Indies tot-
tering on 27 for two an hour into the
final session.

Smith survived 36 balls in 50 min-
utes at the crease, before gloving a leg-
side catch behind off seamer Morne
Morkel, at 23 for one.

With four runs added, Brathwaite
missed a back foot defensive prod at one
from off-spinner Colin Harmer that
turned, and hit off-stump.

He batted just over an hour and faced
55 balls.

If the Proteas were expecting the now
customary Windies implosion, it did not
materialise, as Johnson and Samuels
buckled down to produce mature
knocks. Johnson has faced 66 balls and
struck five fours, while Samuels has con-
sumed 57 deliveries and counted four
fours.

Emerging from a cautious start which
saw him spend 28 balls over his first
nine runs, Johnson finally showed some
aggression when he lifted Harmer over
the in-field to the ropes at long on, in the
bowler’s sixth over.

He followed up by slashing fast bowler
Dale Steyn square for four before punch-

ing Morkel to the mid-off boundary in
the penultimate over of the day.

Seeming oblivious to the looming
close, Johnson took a couple of bound-

aries off the day’s final over from Steyn
– the first a streaky shot through gully,
and the second a convincing pull off the
last ball.

Samuels, meanwhile, was more sedate
than usual, especially against Harmer,

RALLY on Page 28

WI COMEBACK – Johnson, Samuels
steady Windies on Day 3 

West Indies players celebrate the fall of a wicket on the third day of the Third Test, South Africa v West Indies, in Cape
Town yesterday.

Kevin Stoute XI
wins Final Trial

Match
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