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By RuthMoisa Alleyne

MEMBERS of the
accounting profession
were told yesterday
morning to set their
eyes on the African
continent, as well as
Middle-East countries
like Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates,
for opportunities to
expand their global
reach and grow their
businesses.

Giving the feature
address at the Institute of

Chartered Accountants of
Barbados (ICAB) 20th
Annual Conference which
took place at the Hilton
Hotel,Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Trade,
Senator Maxine McClean,
remarked that the
Government of Barbados
was presently involved in
negotiations that could
open the door for greater
business facilitation, at
least between Barbados
and Africa. In so doing, she
suggested that service
providers, such as those in

the accounting and finance
professions, see these
nations as major
opportunities for them to
seek employment.

An example given on
how the government was
working towards greater
business facilitation with
Africa was disclosed when
the Minister remarked
that they were actively
exploring how Barbados
could engage bilaterally
with the continent. She
added that there had
already commenced the

negotiation of a number of
double taxation
agreements with that
continent and further
noted that Barbados had
also signalled its intention
to negotiate a number of
bilateral investment
treaties.

Minister McClean cited
Trinidad and Tobago as a
CARICOM member-
country which could
already boast of having
had significant business
experience with Africa
because if its own history

and expertise in oil.
Trinidad has been
working with several
countries already in
Eastern and West Africa
where, almost yearly, oil
and gas reserves are
discovered.

“I cite that because as
those economies have
become more attractive,
particularly to China, the
result is that there has
been a return of
[investments from] USA
and countries in Europe to
the continent. I see this as

an opportunity where, as
you seek to grow your
professional reach, there is
hope for you to do that over
there. We have been
working to create the
framework in which there
is an awareness of what
Barbados has to offer and
I believe that you have the
potential, the desire to
pursue something over
there,” Minister McClean
stated.
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AFRICA AWAITS 
Accountants urged to extend reach to Africa, Middle East

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
Senator Maxine McClean converses with Executive
Director of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Barbados (ICAB) Reginald Farley.

WILLIAMS Towers
was officially
launched at Warrens
yesterday and
businessman Ralph
‘Bizzy’ Wiliams,
Chairman of Williams
Industries, believes
“this is a testament
that we have not lost
our drive and
enthusiasm to achieve
and invest, even in the
worst recession
imaginable in
Barbados.”

Williams further
revealed, “We have
invested over $180 million
since 2008 in the economy
of Barbados.”

The new building
designed by Harold
Skeete of Skeete Designs
was built by a combination
of Williams Industries
companies.

“I am convinced when
you see the inside of ACE
H & B hardware store you
would spread the word
this is the store of choice.

William Industries is also
a major shareholder in
ACE international in the
USA that supplies all the
excellent products. This
store will forever have
Sam’s Helpful Corner –
named after Samuel
Trotman, an honoured
employee. We believe in
having people employed in
a hardware store familiar
with the construction
sector and offering the
best service.”

Plans for 
Williams Industries

The Chairman
expressed, “If we get
permission, we wish to
expand our hardware
business in Christ Church
at Lowlands and build a
new building supply
centre at Hothersal
Turning.

“In order to save the
foreign exchange we wish
to build a plant to convert
garbage to electricity. We
have been trying to

convince government to
get this plant done. We
would also like to expand
our photovoltaic electrical
generation to produce
power from the sun.”

In his remarks,
Environment Minister Dr.
Denis Lowe, proclaimed,
“Williams Industries, Inc.
continues to be a shining

example of a country first,
people-centered business
leader. They continue to
build our country by
contributing to the
establishment of leading
edge employee best
practices, by providing
customer friendly
services, and by assisting
the country in achieving

its ‘going green’ objectives.
The building will

provide accommodation
for the expanded Ace H&B
Hardware, Digicel
Headquarters
management and staff,
and three offshore banks
and is already almost fully
tenanted.

It was also revealed that

Williams Industries Inc.
intends, once it obtains
planning approval, to gut
and configure the space
that houses H&B
Hardware to provide
efficient space for a well-
appointed food court and
other small business that
wish to be in the Warrens
area. (NB)

Company
continues 
to invest 
in Barbados

(from left) Mel Gregory, Regional Director of Ace International; Environment Minister, Dr. Denis Lowe; Mark
Roach, Managing Director of ACE H&B Hardware, Sir Charles Williams and Ralph ‘Bizzy’ Williams, Chairman
of Williams Industries, cut the ribbon to open the new Williams Towers at Warrens.
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WHILE the Barbadian educa-
tion system is ensuring that
individuals have the tools nec-
essary to get respective jobs
done, it is receiving a failing
grade in the teaching of life
skills.

Delivering yesterday’s lunch-
time lecture at the Democratic
Labour Party headquarters,
Lecturer at the Barbados Com-
munity College Romero Lashley
outlined that real life day-to-day
problems plague society, but stu-
dents were not being taught how
to cope with such issues.

He added that what must be
recognised is that persons take
these stresses into the workplace

with them, resulting in a lower
level of productivity.

Arguing that subjects such as
family life, home economics and
physical education should take a
more prominent position in school
curricula, he said it was not
enough to focus on English,maths
and other sciences.

“It is important that we are
taught the physics, the mathemat-
ics, the chemistry...so the cognitive
information we are given in school
is relevant because we do work, so
we are not knocking the schools
for the cognitive information they
give. We are saying however, that
there are a lot of things that
human beings deal with in every

day life that are not touched by
the school curriculum and those
things affect us when working,”he
said.

Lashley continued, “Whether I
am a plumber, a cook, an engineer
or whatever and I am dealing with
emotional issues regarding my
children, or my ex, or the mort-
gage we had, or the home we had,
or the car I used to drive that I
bought that she now drives and
picks up another man in, those are
the issues that have to be dealt
with.So what we are saying is that
while we educate to take care of
these issues, there are other issues
that affect how you perform.”

(JMB)

Teach students life skills

THE Royal Barbados Police Force
is playing its part in helping to 
assist children in low-income
communities reach their full 
potential.

In two weeks, it will launch 
its Homework and Reading
Assistance programme in the
New Orleans area, focusing on 
tutoring 15 children from that 
district and surrounding commu-
nities in various subjects.

Acting Assistant Commissioner
Irwin Boyce outlined, “One of the
things that we have wanted to do
in the last year is to evolve 
community policing from a mere
word to a real action-oriented pro-

gramme.”
He said that as a law enforce-

ment agency, the RBPF is 
seeking to help guide, support and
build capacity within communi-
ties across the island.

“We recognise too that from
time to time these communities
are challenged, in that there are
some elements that take leader-
ship in providing some comfort
and sometimes this leadership is
misguided, and as a law enforce-
ment agency we want to ensure
that every community in
Barbados which faces challenges
of that nature receives special 
attention,” he added.

According to him, several per-
sons have already signed up to
tutor these children – who range
between the ages of five to 11 –
three times a week in the after-
school hours at the New Orleans
outpost.

Lauding the police force for the
initiative, General Manager of
Pan American International
Insurance Corporation (PAIIC)
Keith King said it would go a long
way to helping those individuals
who are disenfranchised in the
society.

“I thought here is a good oppor-
tunity for us, particularly since
we are celebrating one year as a

company in Barbados, to get in-
volved in a community project.
And what I like about the project
is that you are helping people who
do not have all the benefits, for
whatever reason as others in so-
ciety, but people who are people
nevertheless.”

He made the comments as the
insurance company made a dona-
tion of $2 100 for the materials
necessary to get the project off the
ground, and King noted that it
would continue to give its support
as a responsible corporate citizen.

The presentation was made at
the PAIIC Cheapside Road office
yesterday. (JMB)

WITH the Christmas
shopping season soon to
hit full swing,Barbadians
can expect a more aggres-
sive “Operation Yuletide”.

Saying this will be
rolled out in two weeks,
Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner of the Royal
Barbados Police Force
Irwin Boyce outlined:“For
this year we will be phas-
ing it into Phase One,Two
and Three...It is an ag-
gressive programme. It is
cognisant of the times that
we are in. It is also predi-
cated on analysis and as-
sessment of the crime sit-
uation from a statistical
perspective and it is one
that we imagine that at
the end of the day, all
Barbadians would be safe
and we would have a suc-
cessful yuletide season.”

Without revealing too
much of the force’s plans,
he noted that the exercise
would be “all-inclusive”,
even looking at the noise
levels at parties and 
fetes,while implementing 
several activities geared
towards keeping store-
owners and shoppers safe.

“There may be some in-
conveniences, there may
be some challenges, but it
will make Barbados safe.
And we will feel safe and
have a peace of mind in
terms of going about your
business during the holi-
day season,” he explained
to members of the press
yesterday morning at the
Pan American Inter-
national Insurance
Corporation offices.

He also revealed that
Phase One would high-
light steps as to how 
individuals could protect
themselves and their
homes.

Boyce stated that last
year’s exercise had been
successful, and while un-
able to quote figures, he
said violent activity had
been at a minimum.

Speaking during a press
conference last month,
Acting Commissioner
Tyrone Griffith revealed
that there would be some
tweaks made to the an-
nual exercise, and Boyce
confirmed this yesterday.

“We decided that this
year we would not go sim-
ilar but had to make
changes because of the
fact that we are in differ-
ent economic times and
have different areas to 
address.” (JMB)

Plans for
aggressive
‘Operation
Yuletide’ 

Lecturer at the Barbados
Community College, Romero
Lashley.

Police programme to help at-risk children

Acting Assistant Commissioner of the Royal Barbados Police Force Irwin Boyce (left) and General Manager of Pan American
International Insurance Corporation (PAIIC) Keith King.
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The following statement was issued
by the Government Information
Service on behalf of The Gymnasium
Limited:

THE Gymnasium Limited is a wholly
Government-owned limited liability com-
pany operating under the Companies Act,
Cap.308,whose primary responsibility is
to operate efficiently in its core business;
to improve its synergies with relevant or-
ganisations; and to be self-sustaining.

After recording several years of very
poor work performances and significant
failure in the financial fortunes of the or-
ganisation, the Board of Directors in 2011
commissioned a study to diagnose and
analyse the circumstances leading to such
results.Together with the report and rec-
ommendations of this study, the current

Board undertook a strategic planning ex-
ercise aimed at establishing the
Gymnasium as a self-sustaining, world-
class venue and hub in the Caribbean,at-
tracting major international and regional
sporting and entertainment activities.

It was evident from the organisational
analysis completed that this re-position-
ing requires a multi-disciplinary,goal-ori-
ented and results-driven management
team,which did not exist at the Company.

In order to effect the much needed sig-
nificant change in the Gymnasium’s
modus operandi, the Board met with staff,
shared statements of strategic purpose
and direction and sought their collective
commitment to realising the corporate
vision and mission of the Gymnasium.

In furthering its efforts to reform the or-
ganisation to allow for greater accounta-

bility, inspirational leadership and 
improved efficiencies in the execution of
operational plans, the news of restruc-
turing was announced by Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth, the Hon.
Stephen Lashley, at a press conference
held on October 29, 2013 at his Haggatt
Hall office.

In his announcement, the Minister
spoke of the separation of the General
Manager from the Company and indi-
cated that other changes were being 
considered at the management and ad-
ministration levels. This current phase
of the review has therefore resulted in
the redundancy of the positions of
Marketing Manager and Receptionist,
effective November 6, 2013.The Board is
satisfied that its actions were in concert
with the legislation governing the em-

ployment relationship of the affected 
employees.

The company will engage a suitably
qualified individual to lead the organisa-
tion as its Chief Executive Officer, with
duties inclusive of the critically impor-
tant marketing strategies.

The Board is confident that the review
and restructuring being undertaken will
result in greater staff satisfaction, en-
hance the profile of Gymnasium Ltd.and
facilitate the realisation of the organisa-
tion’s full potential.

This process of organisational develop-
ment is being carried out under expert 
supervision, with the necessary care and
application of ‘best practice’ in human 
resource management and employment
relationships.

(Gymnasium Limited)

Gymnasium making changes to turn company around

BARBADOS has recommit-
ted its support to UNESCO,
according priority to 
the provision of financial 
support.

In his address yesterday at the
plenary session of the General
Policy Debate at the 37th
Session of UNESCO’s general
conference in Paris, Minister of
Education, Science, Technology
and Innovation, Ronald Jones,
endorsed the Medium-Term
Strategy for 2014–2021 (37/C4)
and the Programme and Budget
(37/C5).

“Barbados takes note of the
work of UNESCO in the prepa-
ration of the Post-2015 Global

Development Agenda within the
UN System. We applaud
UNESCO’s efforts and wish to
highlight their complemen-
tarity with the Post-2015
Development Framework for
Education developed by the
Commonwealth Education
Ministers Working Group,
in collaboration with the
Commonwealth Secretariat.”

He acknowledged that the
framework prioritised the need
to ensure free, quality, basic 
education for a minimum of nine
years continuously; and to min-
imise learning outcomes as de-
fined by national standards be-
tween more and less advantage

groups.He also added that it pro-
vided post-basic education and
opportunities for all youth and
adults to develop knowledge,
skills and attitudes to partici-
pate fully in society and secure
decent work.

Delegates heard that
Barbados recognised the role of
Technical Vocational Education
and Training and the develop-
ment of employability skills,par-
ticularly among our youth.

“TVET remains a priority for
Barbados, particularly the
preparation of our youth to en-
hance their skills, competencies
and successful entry in the
labour force. Barbados, like

many other SIDS, regards
STEM (science, technology, en-
gineering,and mathematics) ed-
ucation as integral to their devel-
opment and looks forward to
UNESCO for much needed sup-
port,” he said.

UNESCO was told that the
Barbados Declaration and the
Barbados Programme of Action
was regarded as the blueprint
for the sustainable development
of SIDS. Emphasising that
Barbados considered it vital that
an appropriate follow-up be un-
dertaken without delay,Minister
Jones said SIDS continued to be
vulnerable to shocks over which
they had little or no control.

“We are urging that SIDS con-
tinue to be accorded the atten-
tion they deserve, particularly
in respect of climate change and
disaster risk reduction and mit-
igation,” he added.

The Minister commended the
efforts that went into the 
recent establishment of the
Caribbean Tsunami Information
Centre, which “brings to the
Caribbean a powerful tool to en-
hance local capabilities in the
area of Disaster Risk Reduction”,
and said it was important that
funds be provided to ensure that
it is functional.

Issues of gender and culture
were also addressed and Jones
urged that in the formulation of
strategies for the implementa-
tion of the Gender Equality
Action Plan II, such issues be in-
tegrated more seamlessly across
all major programmes and that
the specific concerns of countries
like Barbados,which relate more
to men and boys, be given due
recognition.

With respect to culture,he said
it was the intention of the island
to continue to work within UN-
ESCO to ensure the inclusion of
culture in the United Nations
Post-2015 Agenda.

“The importance of culture in
national development must con-
tinue to be emphasised.The sig-
nificance of the 2005 Convention
on the Protection and Promotion
of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions must be high-
lighted,” Jones said.

The country offered congratu-
lations to Director General Irina
Bokova who was recommended
by the Executive Board of UN-
ESCO “to be re-elected to serve
another term” and for her ster-
ling work during the last bien-
nium. And, Anguilla was com-
mended for its admission as an
Associated Member of UN-
ESCO.

“We welcome our sister island
from the Caribbean to the UN-
ESCO family,” said Minister
Jones.

Barbados committed to UNESCO

OPPORTUNITY from Page 1

The IMF has projected that
economic growth in sub-Saharan
Africa will accelerate to six per
cent in 2014, three times faster
than the world’s advanced
economies, from five per cent
this year. Meanwhile, the World
Economic Forum report has
been giving South Africa overall
favourable ranks for displaying
sound performance in most of
the Financial Development
Index pillars. It had previously
credited the emerging southern
power-house for its institutional
environment, which features
strong corporate governance
practices, complemented by
world-class accounting and au-
diting standards.

The Foreign Affairs Minister
also indicated that Arab nations
were fast becoming significant
financial centres.

“For those persons who are ad-
venturous, who recognise that
you are able to access these mar-

kets in a significant way,
given technology [that is 
available to us], there are oppor-
tunities there for you as well,”
she advised.

Other recent reports have
pointed to Saudi Arabia in par-
ticular, where trade finance is
expected to rise in demand.That
country is seeking to bolster its

industrial sector and has plans
to become a world leader in pro-
duction of petrochemical and
minerals. Imports and exports
are expected to grow by 6.8 
per cent and 5.5 per cent 
respectively over the next five
years.

There is to be a major Trade
Finance Summit in Saudi

Arabia next month that will
gather some of the leading corpo-
rate companies, agencies and
conglomerates of its economy to
discuss the promising future of
trade finance and how the 
Saudi trade finance market is
evolving. Saudi Arabia is the
largest economy in the Arab 
region.

Opportunities
in Arab
countries

Some of the accounting and financial service providers in attendance at the ICAB 20th
Anniversary Conference which took place at the Hilton Hotel yesterday.
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“IF the region is spiritu-
ally poor, then we cannot
solve any of our other
problems.”

This message came
from Prime Minister
Freundel Stuart as he ad-
dressed persons gathered
from around the region 
at the Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium on Thursday
night for the inaugural
Caribbean Assembly by

The New Testament
Church of God.

Prime Minister Stuart
noted that the three-day
convention is proof that
the Caribbean integration
movement is alive and
well, not just amongst
politicians but amongst
ordinary folk in the com-
munity.

“Your conference is 
taking place at a time of

course when every island
in the Caribbean is facing
very serious challenges…
At no time therefore has 
it been more important 
to live the Word with the
view of empowering the
Caribbean,” he said.

The audience was told
to remember their roles 
as Christians, to be the
light of the world and the
salt of the Earth. If the

Christian’s light does not
shine, then those who
need the hope that the
Holy Spirit brings will 
not be rescued.

“As we try to work our
way through the many
challenges which bedevil
us as a result of the crisis
inflicting the world, it 
is important that you 
remember your role as
Christians… It makes 

a difference to be a
Christian.”

He argued that it was
often a case where the best
lacked all conviction, but
the worst, who were doing
wrong, were full of pas-
sion. The Caribbean, he
said, could not afford to let
this be the case. Those
who are Christians, and
who are doing the right
thing must be courageous

and set good examples, if
they are going to empower
the region.

“This region needs you
now more than ever,” he
advised.“With all the chal-
lenges facing our people,
we need to show that hav-
ing a faith makes a differ-
ence, that faith works.
When all else fails, the an-
swers can always be found
in Jesus Christ.” (RB)

By Renice Bostic 

CHRISTIANS from
around the Caribbean
welcomed the Holy
Spirit into the Garfield
Sobers Gymnasium on
Thursday night when
The New Testament
Church of God hosted
the first Caribbean
Assembly. Under the
patronage of Prime
Minister the
Honourable Freundel
Stuart, hundreds wor-
shiped during the
opening ceremony of
the three-day conven-
tion.

“Having started The
Church of God in the
Caribbean in 1909, and in
Barbados having just cel-
ebrated our 77th year, for
the first time in our his-
tory, the Caribbean as one
church is hosting The
Church of God Caribbean
Assembly,” said Bishop
Martin Brewster of
Barbados.

Bishop Dr. Stevens,
of The International
Executive Committee in
Tennessee, expressed joy
at having this historical
event in Barbados.

“Your faith is spoken of
around the world, your
faithfulness is spoken of,
admired and appreciated.
You are a group of nations
and countries with exem-
plary Christian people,
who follow Jesus Christ as
true disciples. We look to
you and we admire you,
and so it is a special hon-
our to be here with you,”
he said.

Prime Minister Stuart
urged those present to be
strong in their faith, to set
good examples and be pre-
pared to do whatever is
necessary to serve God.

“Reflect for a while 
that tonight across the
Caribbean in prisons are
men and women who were
prepared to risk their
lives, to risk their limbs, to
risk their reputations, to
risk their family’s repu-
tations, to risk their chil-
dren’s prospects in order
to do the wrong thing.And
I ask the question, ‘How
many Christians do you
know who are prepared to
risk their lives, their limbs,
their reputations, their
family’s reputations, their
children’s prospects in
order to do the right
thing?’ That is the chal-
lenge facing the Christian
faith today,” he said.

Assistant Town Planner, Jean Thorne, presenting 
on ‘A study of the Review of the Ground Water
Protection Zoning Policy and System’.

Town Planner, Gina Patrick, presented on ‘The Role
of the Planning Office in the EIA process’.

Christians encouraged to be the light of the region 

Church of
God creates
history 

By Ashlee Cox

THERE is a high possibil-
ity that the water zoning
structures in Barbados
may be amended.

This was revealed by
Deputy Chief Town
Planner, in the Town 
and Country Planning
Department, George
Browne, as he addressed
the media during a press
briefing yesterday at the
Garfield Sobers Sports
Complex, during an out-
reach seminar which was
held to not only celebrate
World Town Planning
Day, but to also sensitise
invited students from the
secondary schools across
the island, who were 
studying Environmental
Studies and Geography at
the CAPE level, about the
‘Ground Water Protection
Zoning Policy and System’
as well as ‘The Role of the
Planning Office in the

EIA process’.
As noted by Browne,

the proposed amend-
ments would assist in
terms of the planning of
any development with 
respect to the locations 
of the zones. The Zones,
listed 1-5, could now be
changed to A to D, and
may mean more restric-
tions in one area and per-
haps less in another.

“As the Zone 1 area is
very critical, it is very re-

strictive and this is the
area where most of the
underground aquifers are
located and it is very crit-
ical that development
within these areas are
controlled and the pro-
posed amendments to 
the area,” he noted.

Continuing, he stated,
“The Zone A still encom-
passes the majority of the
former Zone 1 areas, but
it would be to control de-
velopment, and the poli-

cies would be to preserve
the water quality and also
from our end to control
development in those
areas.”

Explaining that the
proposed changes have
been approved by
Cabinet, he stressed that
they now have to go
through to Parliament to
be enacted. In addition,
there would also be sub-
sidiary regulations that
would have to be put in

place before said proposal
could be implemented,
thus at this current point
“we are not operating
under the proposed
amendments”.

According to Browne,
the amendments would
give the residents of the
various zones more un-
derstanding of what can
be done in those areas,
and the necessary restric-
tions that would come
with the amended policy.

Students sensitised to amended zoning policy

NEW POLICY from 
Back Page

“As we pointed out, the
proposed amendment
would have tighter re-
strictions in that there
are areas now which they
only have a ‘suck-well’.
You will need to put ei-
ther a septic system in

place, which would be
more restrictive and in 
an effort to protect the
groundwater,” he stated.

Continuing on, he
added,“With the proposed
amendment, there are
some areas that would
have been formerly in the
Zone 1 areas that would
finally be released, but

there would still be regu-
lations in place to govern
the type of development
in those critical areas.”

Explaining that the res-
idents in these amended
critical areas would not
be removed, as the legisla-
tion would have to take
into consideration the
persons living in that

area, he nevertheless
noted that in terms of the
activities to be carried
out, that there will be re-
strictions, and when the
policies have been imple-
mented, then they would
be in a “better position to
be able to control the dis-
posal of waste in those
areas”.

Tighter restrictions in proposed amendment

       



BARBADOS’ cultural
and sporting arenas
could benefit signifi-
cantly if an Agreement of
Scientific and Cultural
Co-operation between
the island and the
Kingdom of Lesotho is re-
established.

New High
Commissioner of the
Kingdom of Dr. Lesotho,
Mathabo Tsepa, ex-
pressed an interest in 
reviving this Agreement,
which was first estab-

lished between the two
countries in October
1984, during a courtesy
call on Minister of
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, Senator
Maxine McClean, re-
cently.

“One of my goals is to
work with you and revive
the Agreement because 
it is quite relevant,” the
High Commissioner said.

She explained that
under the Agreement,
Barbados could receive

assistance with technical
training, culture, artistic
expressions, sports and
education.

Ms. Tsepa further
noted that Barbados, like
the Kingdom of Lesotho,
was a Commonwealth
country, and stressed
that there were a num-
ber of possibilities which
could be explored.

This was welcomed by
the Minister, who noted
that Barbados was in the
middle of reviewing its

foreign policies.
She noted that

Barbados was looking to
create and provide oppor-
tunities for more young
people in the areas of
sports and culture. “We
are looking to set in place
a framework for the use
of Barbados for filming,”
Senator McClean said.

During the visit, the
possibility of educational
scholarships between the
two countries was also
discussed, along with the

prospects for tapping
into new areas such as
tourism, youth entrepre-
neurship, training and
health.

Senator McClean
stated that the oppor-
tunities were there, and
pointed out that one of
the first steps to be taken
in creating such opportu-
nities was in the estab-
lishment of honorary
consuls between the two
countries.

The Agreement, signed
in October 1984, origi-
nally sought to encour-
age, strengthen and de-
velop co-operation and
exchange among the sci-
entific, cultural, educa-
tional, sporting, artistic,
literary and social insti-
tutions of higher educa-
tion. Barbados and the
Kingdom of Lesotho 
established diplomatic
relations on November
15, 1979.

THE economic and social
conditions of South Africa
after apartheid were
among the areas dis-
cussed, when South
Africa’s High
Commissioner, Maureen
Modiselle, paid a 
courtesy call on Prime
Minister Freundel
Stuart.

During the meeting 
at Government
Headquarters on Bay
Street recently, High
Commissioner Modiselle
said that despite the
strides made in her 
country after the fall of
apartheid, it was still

dogged by poverty and
joblessness.

She recounted the ef-
forts that were ongoing
by government to im-
prove the conditions of
the country, including
specially disadvantaged
groups. The South
African noted that the
pace of economic trans-
formation would be a 
big issue for the African
National Congress when
they hold elections next
year.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister said Barbados
had been monitoring the
developments in the ne-

gotiated transition from
apartheid to a broader
democracy, as well as 
the hearings from the
Truth and Reconciliation
Committee. He praised
South Africa for manag-
ing the challenging tran-
sition well.

Mr. Stuart said South
Africa was an emerging
country that was highly
regarded worldwide de-
spite its continuing chal-
lenges. He noted that this
present global economic
downturn had been hav-
ing a severe impact even
on the wealthiest and
most advanced countries

in the world. The Prime
Minister also commented
that the citizens, who did
not cause the crises, were
the ones who are asked
to make the sacrifices.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed satisfaction at
the fact that South Africa
and Barbados shared 
a fruitful diplomatic 
relationship, and said 
he looked forward to
strengthening the exist-
ing ties as the relation-
ship developed.

Barbados and South
Africa established diplo-
matic ties on January 4,
1994.
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CLESTON GRIFFITH
is Barbados’ latest 
centenarian.

Yesterday, Mr. Griffith
of New Orleans, St.
Michael, celebrated this
milestone with a visit
from Governor General,
Sir Elliott Belgrave;
Member of Parliament for
the City of Bridgetown,
Colonel Jeffrey Bostic,
and was surrounded by
scores of family and
friends.

Mr. Griffith, who is a
member of the Church of
Christ, told those gath-
ered that his faith in God
has enabled him to reach
100 years.

“100 years is not a 100
days; I am grateful to see
today, and I urge young
people to put their de-
pendency on the word of
God,” he said.

Still having a sharp
memory, he shared that

he was born around the
time of the First World
War. He also recalled
working on the water
front in Bridgetown 
off-loading and loading
cargo.

“Today I sit at home
and relax. I read my
Bible, then I always tune
into the radio to listen 
to the programmes and
find out how my Party is
doing.”

Colonel Bostic told Sir
Elliott that Mr. Griffith is
in fact the oldest surviv-
ing member of the City of
Bridgetown Branch of the
Barbados Labour Party.
He was also pleased to
note that the party had
the opportunity to honour
Mr. Griffith during its re-
cent annual conference.

“When I met him in
New Orleans, I could not
believe it when he told me
he was 99 years at the

time. I am truly happy
that the Party was able to
honour him and it was re-
ally a pleasure having
him join us for a few

hours. I am amazed by his
fitness and sharpness.”

Daughter, Merlene
Leach-Rudder, said that
her father did the best he

could for his children.
“He was a little strict,

but he is a good dad.”
Griffith is the father of

two girls and three boys.

He is also the proud
grandfather of 17, and
has  12 great-grands, and
one great great-grand.

(TL)

Cleston Griffith, Barbados’ latest centenarian, celebrated the special day with Governor General, Sir Elliott
Belgrave, family and friends yesterday. Looking on is Mr. Griffith’s daughter, Merlene Leach-Rudder.

Centenarian
celebrates
with G-G

Barbados and the Kingdom of Lesotho consider reviving agreement

South Africa, B’dos to work on closer ties  
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By Marsha Gittens

A DISCIPLINARIAN, some-
one who spoke her mind and
was passionate about her
work were some of the 
ways Janeika Wilson 
described her mother, Diana
Thomas-Wilson.

Diana, or Di as she was more
affectionately known,was laid to
rest yesterday following a funeral
service at the Sanctuary
Empowerment Centre. She
passed away suddenly on
October 23rd this year.

The service was attended by
family, friends and members of
the education fraternity as well
as past and present students of
The Lester Vaughan School
where she was principal. Past
students of Harrison College, the
Graydon Sealy Secondary
School, the St. Leonard’s Girls
Secondary School and the St.
George Secondary School,where
she taught during her 37 years in
the teaching service, also at-
tended the service.

In her eulogy,Janeika, the eld-
est of Diana’s three daughters,
told those gathered of her
mother’s passion for her work
and her daily efforts to arrive at
work on time at six in the morn-
ing. She also spoke of her
mother’s caring nature while 
describing her as someone who
“didn’t judge who you were or
what you had or where you came
from,as long as you were in need
and Diana Wilson can provide,
you would not be left out”.

“She loved helping anyone and
had a hard time saying no. She
was the type of person to give
you her last and do without
whether you were family or not.
She opened up her house and

heart to many people.”
Janeika recounted some of the

fond memories she has of her
mother including those of her
being disciplinarian, someone
who loves to dress and keep a
tidy home as well as someone
who “never sugar coated her
opinion and was always honest
and blunt”.She also spoke about
her mother’s deep love for her
siblings and children as well as
her granddaughter.She said that
her mother “was a friend always
but a mother first and foremost”.

“Mom encouraged us to be in-
dependent, successful and hard-
working. She was definitely
proud of her children and grand-
child. Our education was very 
important to her, if not the most
important and she would always
assist in any way she could.”

Principal said to
have passion for
helping others

The casket of the Lester Vaughan School’s Principal, Diana Thomas-Wilson being lifted out of the church at the conclusion
of the funeral service.

Janeika Wilson, daughter of the late Diana Thomas-Wilson delivering the eulogy.

Hundreds packed the Sanctuary Empowerment Centre yesterday to bid their final farewell to the Principal of the Lester Vaughan School.

     



A NUMBER of touching trib-
utes were delivered yester-
day during the funeral serv-
ice of late principal of the
Lester Vaughan School,
Diana Thomas-Wilson.

Among the tributes heard by
the large gathering at the
Sanctuary Empowerment
Centre was that delivered by
Senator Harcourt Husbands on
behalf of Minister of Education,

Science, Technology and
Innovation, Ronald Jones.

Jones, who noted that the
marked made by the late princi-
pal would not be forgotten, de-
scribed her as “a special lady”

who he said “knew who she was
and what she wanted to share
with the world. She chose as her
special field of endeavour the im-
portant field of education. She
must have realised that educa-

tion touches the lives and liveli-
hood of all persons and she
wanted to place her mark on
those lives.”

He also encouraged those in
attendance, which included sev-
eral past and present members of
the education fraternity, that as
they mourned her passage they
should “also celebrate her contri-
bution to development of our
youth and our people through ed-
ucation”.

“You must be aware that it is
not only the subject that the
teacher teaches but also the val-
ues which are extracted from the
interaction between the one who
teaches and the one who is being
taught. It is by how we live our
lives that our contribution be-
comes so much more impactful
and important.”

Meanwhile in his tribute,Chief
Education Officer with the
Ministry of Education, Science,
Technology and Innovation,
Laurie King told persons of some
of the stellar qualities of Mrs.
Wilson.

“When I examine the charac-
teristic of a good principal Mrs.
Wilson had the perfect blend.She
was a hybrid between the old
fashion headmistress and the
modern principal. She was
knowledgeable,had a keen sense
of justice, unwavering courage,
she was very,very brave- tell you
like it is straight to your face
based upon her knowledge of self
and of her profession. Mrs.
Wilson was decisive,had a pleas-
ing personality and had the habit
of going beyond the call of duty.
She was sympathetic and most
important of all she was always
willing to assume full responsi-
bility for her actions.” (MG)
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FAREWELL, SIR!: The Harrison College community joined the family of the late Albert G. Williams  yes-
terday at the St. Matthias Church in paying their final respects to the revered former Headmaster of the school. Mr Williams
was Headmaster of the school from 1966 to 1983 and presided over many changes, including the introduction of female stu-
dents. First a student and later a Mathematics teacher at the school, he was the first Barbadian to head the prestigious in-
stitution, which was established in 1733. Here, (from left) former Head Boy, Senator Darcy Boyce and Mr William’s relatives,
including nephews Peter Williams (third left) and John Williams (right) join in song as they gave thanks for the life of the
Harrisonian icon.

Members of education fraternity pay tribute to ‘special lady’

Several members of the education fraternity attended the funeral of the former Principal of the Lester Vaughan School,
Diana Thomas-Wilson.

Chief Education Officer,
Laurie King sharing his trib-
ute during the funeral 
service.



WHY is it that we often look to others for validation
or confirmation that what we have is good? What is
it that prevents us from appreciating our own
attributes until someone else deems them worthy of
praise and even emulation? Of course, there is truth
to the saying that self-praise is no praise, but we
should be careful not to be so critical of ourselves that
we sabotage our progress with overwhelming
negativity.

Comments from several quarters made in the
public domain this week have turned our mind to
these questions.

On Wednesday, CEO of the Neal & Massy Group,
Gervase Warner,declared quite emphatically that the
regional conglomerate believes in Barbados. Their
investment of some $70 million encompasses a newly
launched store at Warrens this week, with plans for
a new location at Kendall Hill and upgrades to
existing property in Sunset Crest.

“I meet people and read reports and hear
comments, such as the Barbados dollar is going to
come under pressure, or ‘where is the (economic)
growth going to come from in the Barbados economy,
etc.?’” said Warner. But, he added, “We are putting
new capital to work in Barbados because we believe
in the future of Barbados.”

He later remarked, “I think they [critics] are more
pessimistic than they are optimistic about what is
happening in Barbados.However, I come to Barbados
regularly and I’m amazed by the people I meet. I don’t
have any sense of distress. I think Barbadians are
phenomenal about the way they carry themselves
and it is extremely encouraging to me.”

What is it that Mr Warner is seeing that some
Barbadians cannot? What has prompted the change
in the way we view ourselves?

Meanwhile, in a letter to the editor of this
newspaper, successful Barbadian businessman Sir
David Seale welcomed the arrival of the Sandals
hotel brand to the island,projecting that it would reap
untold success for our tourism industry. He hailed
Sandals’ Mr Butch Stewart as an astute businessman
who has built the hotel chain into a coveted brand.

Positive stuff, right? However,his opening remarks
hint broadly at the fact that Barbadians – and their
businessmen – are suffering from a paralysing and
self-defeating lack of confidence.

“After nearly five years of economic recession and
with no visible expectations of any improvement, it
is only natural that the majority of Barbadian
business persons are now pessimistic about our
island’s future and cannot but help to preach doom
and gloom,” wrote Sir David.

But is it really ‘only natural’ when successful
regional business entities are doing the exact
opposite? No doom and gloom for them; they’re
investing millions!

Why aren’t Barbadians doing the same? Why are
we so insecure?

Central Bank Governor Dr. Delisle Worrell is often
accused of being more cheerleader than economist,
but it seems that is precisely what is needed to
combat the low self-confidence that appears to be
plaguing Barbadian businesses.

At the beginning of the week, Business Monday
carried an article by Central Bank governor Dr.
Delisle Worrell, in which he contended that
“Barbadians have every reason to be confident of our
economic future”. The country’s economic policy-
making framework, its social and political stability
and its physical infrastructure were all pinpointed as
attributes which would assure progress.

Meanwhile, having previously admonished others
to cut out the negativity, Ralph ‘Bizzy’ Williams last
night reiterated his confidence in Barbados with the
opening of a new building in Warrens, and has
signalled plans for more investments.Hopefully,more
will do likewise, rather than join the ‘doom and
gloom’ refrain.

Editorial

Self confidence By Nigel Wallace

I’VE moved quite a bit
over the past five or so
years. Life’s little hiccups
and my general dream of
being a nomad have
prompted my six-year-old
nephew to ask his mother
if Uncle Nigel will be in a
new home upon their next
annual visit to Barbados.
The answer, which my sis-
ter smiled through, was
again, ‘yes’.

This move however is
different and everything
about it has felt different
from the very beginning.
You see, I am no longer
renting, and that changes
everything.

The most interesting
thing that home owner-
ship has created for me is
the slow and quiet death of
my ‘pack rat’ habit. You
see, over four subsequent
moves, I managed to fill
boxes with things I don’t
use or need (often referred
to as junk) and lovingly
packed them away into
the storage facilities of my
new abodes. The same
thing happened this time
around, but after about
the second week of living
in a home full of boxes as
the unpacking took a
leisurely pace once the ne-
cessities had been un-
packed, I found myself as-

signing two rather large
boxes to the task of becom-
ing garbage disposal units.
It was at this point I recog-
nised just how much
garbage I had allowed to
step into the realm of a
valuable.

I should point out at this
stage that two large boxes
ended up multiplying
halfway through my
cathartic unpacking/dis-
posal. I filled the boxes
with old
Christmas/Birthday/Than
k You etc. cards that had
lost their nostalgic flavour,
packing a much smaller
box with the important
ones from close friends
and family whose scrib-
bled words brought back
meaningful emotions. I
filled the boxes with books
that had suffered from
broken spines, torn out
pages and more to the
point, were available for
download on the world
wide web. I filled the boxes
with old bills. Tons of old
bills. I don’t know when I
decided it was a great idea
to keep all of my bills for
purchases and payments
almost a decade old, but
slowly but surely I tore up
and reduced the memory
of all the money I had
parted with over the years.

Other items filled the
boxes, the descriptions of

which I will avoid for fear
of my poor memory purg-
ing the fact that they were
a gift from one person or
the next. But the point is
that this past month of liv-
ing with the necessities,
and sorting through my
things to make decisions
on what had or had not
value, set off a small
epiphany in my life: We
are a wasteful species.

Last Saturday I sat in
the audience of TEDx
Bridgetown at the EBBCI
and listened to Jessica
“The Map Lady” Bensley,
share some interesting in-
formation on the state of
the environment.
Speaking to the fact that
Earth Overshoot day was
on August 20 this year, I
and many others not in
the know were faced with
a tragic reality of our exis-
tence on planet earth.
Quoting from an article on
footprintnetwork.org here
is what we all need to
know”

“August 20 is Earth
Overshoot Day 2013,
marking the date when
humanity exhausted na-
ture’s budget for the year.
We are now operating in
overdraft. For the rest of
the year, we will maintain
our ecological deficit by
drawing down local re-
source stocks and accumu-

lating carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere.”

We are a wasteful
species.

And while Bensley’s
words touched my ears
that last week it wasn’t
until I purged the garbage
from my own home that I
realised exactly what that
meant on a personal level.

Since becoming aware of
the term Earth Overshoot
Day, I am increasingly cog-
nisant of the food I waste
when I order a large por-
tion when a regular will
suffice. I am aware of the
ramifications of the good
water pressure I am re-
ceiving in my new home. I
am aware that leaving the
lights on doesn’t simply
drain my pockets alone.

We are coded to exist as
a wasteful species, it
seems. A species that is
growing rapidly with pre-
dictions of growth from 7
billion currently to be-
tween 8-11 billion by 2040.

In the popular sci-fi film
The Matrix, “The
Machines” compared our
species to a virus. They
weren’t wrong,but now we
exist in an age of technol-
ogy and communication
where we should be able to
do something about our
horrific comparison and
inevitably bleak future.

Shouldn’t we?

PARIS – American
influence in culture,
science and education
around the world took a
high-profile blow
yesterday when the US
automatically lost voting
rights at UNESCO by
missing a deadline to
repay its debt to the
world’s cultural agency.

The US hasn’t paid its
dues to the Paris-based
UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organization in three
years in protest to the
decision by world
governments to make
Palestine a UNESCO
member in 2011. Israel
suspended its dues at the
same time in support of

the US and also lost
voting rights yesterday.

Under UNESCO rules,
the US and Israel had
until yesterday morning
to resume funding or
explain themselves, or to
automatically lose their
vote. A UNESCO official,
who was not authorised
to speak publicly about
the issue, said nothing
was received from either
country.

The suspension of US
contributions – which
account for $80 million a
year, or 22 per cent of
UNESCO’s overall budget
– brought the agency to
the brink of a financial
crisis and forced it to end
or scale back American-

led initiatives such as
Holocaust education and
tsunami research over the
past two years.

Many in Washington
are now worried that the
US is on track to
becoming a toothless
UNESCO member with a
weakened voice in
international
programmes such as
fighting extremism
through education and
promoting gender
equality and press
freedoms.

Some fear that a
weaker US presence will
lead to growing anti-
Israeli sentiment within
UNESCO, where Arab-
led criticism of Israel for

territorial reasons has
long been an issue.

“We won’t be able to
have the same clout,” said
Phyllis Magrab, the
Washington-based US
national commissioner for
UNESCO. “In effect, we
(now won’t) have a full
tool box. We’re missing
our hammer.”

The UNESCO tension
has prompted new
criticism of US laws that
force an automatic
funding cutoff for any UN
agency with Palestine as
a member.The official list
of countries that lose their
votes was expected to be
read aloud today before
the entire UNESCO
general conference.

US, Israel lose UNESCO 
voting right in dispute

Pack rats in a time of need
‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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IT took Mark
Simmonds, the new
British minister with
responsibility for the
Caribbean, mere sec-
onds of his 24-hour
visit to Jamaica to
scorch the hope of local
reparation agitators
clamouring for com-
pensation for slavery.
But Member of
Parliament for Central
Clarendon, Mike
Henry, finds his ‘colo-
nialistic’ off-hand re-
marks an insult.

Instead of focusing on
reparations, Simmonds
said the United Kingdom
was keen on assisting
Jamaica revitalise its eco-
nomic base.

Simmonds, on his first
trip to the island
Wednesday, said that
while his country decried
the acts of slavery past
and present, he could not

countenance compensa-
tion for human atrocities
committed two centuries
ago.

“Do I think that we are
in a position where we can
financially offer compen-
sation for an event two,
three, four hundred years
ago? No, I don’t,” declared
Simmonds at a press con-
ference at the British
High Commission in St
Andrew hours after his ar-
rival on local shores.

Simmonds said:“I made
our position clear. We 
believe slavery was 
abhorrent and modern-
day slavery is occurring
and we need to work 
together to eradicate it to-
tally, and that is the
United Nation’s position.”
Insult to Caribbean

Henry,who had been ac-

tively lobbying for repara-
tions, said the comments
by the British minister
were an insult to the coun-
tries in the region that
have also called for com-
pensation and have al-
ready taken action in that
regard.

“The country has before
its Parliament a private
members’ motion to de-
bate and to take a political
position on,” said Henry.
“In addition to this, the
prime minister of this
country has joined my cry
that reparations should be
addressed, so also has for-
mer Prime Minister P.J.
Patterson. In light of that,
maybe someone should
advise the minister that
history will record and
that what he is saying is
incorrect,” he said.

OUTGOING United
States Ambassador to
Jamaica, Pamela
Bridgewater Thursday
said farewell to members
of the press at a lunch-
eon held at her residence
in St Andrew.

Recounting what she
described as an ex-
tremely busy three years
of office in Jamaica,
Ambassador Bridgewater
thanked the media for its
coverage of United
States-supported events,
which included training
seminars, engagement
with communities, and
cultural exposes.

In expressing her ap-
preciation to the
Jamaican press corps,
Ambassador Bridgewater
presented the Press

Association of Jamaica
(PAJ) with a gift of
US$15,000 (J$1.57 mil-
lion) in support of the fur-
ther development of its
data centre at the organ-
isation’s headquarters.

PAJ President Jenni
Campbell thanked the
ambassador for her gen-
erosity. She said the more
than 400 members of the
PAJ were appreciative of
the gift and would find
the expansion of the data
centre of tremendous
benefit.

“It is useful to take a
look at the ambassador’s
journey through her 
various postings in 
Africa and other parts of
the world and take 
encouragement and in-
spiration from what she

has achieved. She has
been a great, generous
and humble presence

among us,” Campbell
said.

The PAJ’s data centre

was established to pro-
vide an off-site space for
working journalists to

conduct research and
produce content for pub-
lic consumption.
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Mark Simmonds, the new British minister with responsibility for the
Caribbean

PORT OF SPAIN,Trinidad
– The Prisons Officers
Association Second
Division (POASD) has
called on the authorities to
provide protection for its
members after a prison of-
ficer was shot more than
25 times in south Trinidad

on Thursday.
“Prisons officers have

bled enough for this coun-
try as daily we protect the
interest of the public and
this is the kind of reward
we have been getting in
meeting our mandate,”
POASD general secretary

Gerard Gordon told re-
porters after Andy Rogers
was shot and killed near
his home at Malabar.

Gordon said he had 
written numerous letters
to the authorities regard-
ing housing and other as-
sistance for the prison offi-

cers and the response has
been “lacklustre to say the
least”.

“The prisons administra-
tion,our ministry,our min-
isters, the Prime Minister
have failed and they con-
tinue to fail prisons officers
because today we have to

see a very hard-working,
conscientious officer lying
dead in a drain with multi-
ple gunshot wounds. I lay
this and the other murders
at their feet,” Gordon said.

POASD president Ceron
Richards called on
Commissioner of Prisons

Martin Martinez to act in
the best interest of his
members and make every
available step to protect
them.

Gordon said that over
the past five years, 12
prison officers have been
killed.

British minister says
no to reparations

Outgoing United States Ambassador Pamela Bridgewater (left) presents a replica of a cheque for
US$15,000 to Press Association of Jamaica President Jenni Campbell at a farewell luncheon at her res-
idence in St Andrew, Jamaica on Thursday. The money will assist with further development of the asso-
ciation’s data centre.

Outgoing US
ambassador donates
US$15,000 to Press
Association

Prison officer shot dead near home in south Trinidad 

on first visit to Jamaica 

      



CHARLESTOWN, Nevis –
Deputy premier and minis-
ter of tourism on Nevis,
Mark Brantley, announced
on Wednesday that an im-
pending suspension of serv-
ices by Leeward Islands Air
Transport (LIAT) to the
Vance W. Amory
International Airport has
prompted the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) ac-
tively to seek an alternative
carrier that would fill the
void created from
December 3, 2013, to
January 14, 2014.

Brantley explained that a
letter dated November 1, 2013,
from LIAT’s management,
prompted the NIA to seek
other airlines that would serv-
ice the destination, given that
LIAT’s absence would fall at a
peak time in the island’s
tourist season.

“It is my task as minister of
tourism to advise you that we
have had recent communica-
tions from LIAT, our regional
carrier that they will be sus-
pending their service into the
Vance Amory International
Airport by way of letter dated
November 1, 2013. They pro-
vided an update to the Nevis
Island Administration with a
letter directed to me indicat-
ing their flight schedule and
changes to that schedule and
indicating that it will, let me
use their words, ‘negatively im-
pact their service into Nevis’.

“The reasons they have
given, and I quote, ‘as a result
of the fleet transition is cur-
rently underway and limited
resources’ they are unable to
provide a service into Nevis for
the period of winter, 2013,
which will commence on the
December 3, 2013, and will con-
tinue on to January 14, 2014,”
he said.

The tourism minister further
noted that LIAT’s management
had assured that they would
seek to resume the services on
January 15 and would provide
the Administration with a fur-
ther update sometime in
December.

However, the minister be-
lieves that news of the suspen-
sion was not good for Nevis,
since airlift into the island was
critical to its development and
the pull out would come at the
worst possible time.

“Now this is not good news
for us and we as an administra-
tion are convinced that airlift
into the Vance Amory
International Airport is ab-
solutely critical for the growth
and development of Nevis, es-

pecially for the growth and de-
velopment of our tourist indus-
try and so this announcement
by LIAT, comes at the worst
possible time for us,” he said.

Brantley also spoke to the re-
cent strides that had been
made with the addition of new
airlift into Nevis 

“The public will be aware
that we have had some strides
and have had some success in
getting additional airlift into
Nevis from San Juan, Puerto
Rico, in addition to Cape Air,
which had a seat capacity of 14
seats per day into and out of
Nevis from San Juan. We have
now added Tradewind
Aviation, which has added 16
seats per day, bringing our total
up to 30 and we hope to add
another carrier very soon and
we will have that announce-
ment, we hope, this week for
the general public,” he said.

Notwithstanding, the
tourism minister explained the
importance of the routes served
by LIAT and the alternative
airlines that were being sought
after.

“The Antigua-Nevis/Nevis-
Antigua leg is also very impor-
tant and that is being served by
LIAT. LIAT has now pulled out
from the period as they’ve indi-
cated, December 3 until
January 14 next year, and it is
now for us to get some alterna-
tive for LIAT to get our people
into and out of Antigua.

“I can assure the public that
we have already engaged in
conversation with some other
carriers. We are speaking to
SGV Air; we’re speaking to Fly
Montserrat; we’re speaking to
BVI Air and we’re speaking to
Tradewind. We’re talking to all
of them with a view to see how
best we can accommodate the
traffic from Antigua and to
Antigua, so that our people can
connect out of Antigua for on-
ward journey’s especially intra-
regional travel,” he said.

According to Brantley, his de-
cision to apprise the public of
the impending situation re-
garding LIAT was to allow
them to make alternative
arrangements ahead of that
time.

“I wanted to come to the pub-
lic and to alert the public as to
this development, so we can
make alternative arrange-
ments, alternative travel plans
and to assure the public that
this Administration will con-
tinue to work hard, continue to
work tirelessly to ensure that
we have airlift into the Vance
Amory International Airport,”
he said.

KINGSTON, Jamaica – Fifty-
two packages of cocaine weigh-
ing 57.5 kg, with an estimated
street value of US$57,000 or
J$57 million, were seized on
Thursday in a joint operation
by Jamaica Customs and the
Trans-national Crime and
Narcotics Division (TCND) at
Kingston Freezone.

According to the Jamaica
Customs Department, the 
contraband was found
wrapped in brown masking

tape in a 40-foot import con-
tainer with commodities de-

clared as tea bags from
Guyana.

10 • Saturday November 9, 2013 The Barbados Advocate

The contraband was found wrapped in brown masking tape
in a 40-foot import container with commodities declared as
tea bags.

The cocaine, seized in support of Operation Martillo, was offloaded at Coast Guard Sector St.
Petersburg, Florida on Thursday.

FLORIDA – The United States
Coast Guard says it has seized
an estimated US$19 million
worth of cocaine in the
Caribbean Sea during several
operations last month.

It said the cocaine, seized in
support of Operation Martillo,
was offloaded at Coast Guard
Sector St.Petersburg,Florida on
Thursday.

The Coast Guard said on
October 27, a law enforcement
detachment team (LEDET)
aboard the Royal Dutch Navy,
HNLMS Amsterdam,detected a
26-foot go-fast vessel in the
Caribbean Sea.

It said on boarding the vessel
two suspected smugglers de-
tained and later handed over to
US federal law enforcement offi-

cials.
“”This interdiction was carried

out as part of Operation
Martillo,which is one component
in the United States govern-
ment’s ‘whole-of-government’ ap-
proach to countering the use of
the Central Americas as trans-
shipment routes for illicit drugs,
weapons and cash,” the Coast
Guard said in a statement.

LIAT to suspend
services to
Nevis

US Coast Guard nets US$19
million of cocaine in C’bean Sea

J’ca finds
cocaine in
‘tea bags’
container
from Guyana

      



GEORGETOWN,
Guyana – Caribbean
Community (CARI-
COM) trade ministers
began a two-day meet-
ing there with a call for
the region to energize
its external trade policy
and explore opportuni-
ties in South America as
well as deepen trade
and investment rela-
tions with the African
Caribbean Pacific
(ACP) Group.

Guyana’s Foreign Affairs
Minister Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett,who as-
sumed chairmanship of the
CARICOM Council for
Trade and Economic
Development (COTED),
said it was also necessary
for the region, which is not
“short on visions, orators
and great speeches” to en-
sure it accelerates the im-
plementation of decisions
taken to deepen the re-
gional integration move-
ment.

“The only direction for
the Caribbean Community
is forward – in all respects

of the Treaty’s declared
promises and common
goals.The Caribbean’s his-
tory is replete with 
instances of regional l
eadership in the global
community.We must redis-
cover the region’s natural
instinct to lead and not
merely follow.We are small
but not insignificant.”

She noted that last week,
Grenada hosted the
Caribbean Forum (CARI-
FORUM) Stakeholders
Consultations on the
Future Perspectives of the
ACP, a grouping of former
European colonies that
was “birthed right here in
Guyana, the brainchild of
the Caribbean, and now
seeking to review, reform
and reinvent itself in the
face of global changes”.

She said given the im-
portance of COTED in
CARICOM’s development
mandate, “cannot afford,
and should not be allowed,
to operate as business as
usual”.

“We should initiate criti-
cal changes here and this

special session must not be
another nice conversation.
As trade Ministers let us
take the tough decisions
and commit to the follow
through. We owe it to our-
selves and the people.

“Let us deliver real value
for the people’s investment
in the one Caribbean proj-
ect. In this regard,COTED
can and should harness the
ideas and input of the
Caribbean public in its pol-
icymaking and implemen-
tation process.

“Let us engage our pri-
vate sector – our engine of
growth, jobs and innova-
tion. We also ask our re-
gional private sector bodies
to organize themselves so
that we interact with an
umbrella body of the
Caribbean private sector,”
she said,adding it was nec-
essary to “energize our ex-
ternal trade policy and ex-
plore opportunities in our
neighbourhood in South
America”.

She said there was also
need to “deepen our trade
and investment relations

with ACP partners” telling
the regional trade minis-
ters “in order to achieve
these goals, we have to
make some needful adjust-
ments to our mode of oper-
ation, to the structure of
our meetings, and the pri-
oritization of our agenda”.

The traditional two-day
COTED meeting will allow
the ministers on Friday to
consider the direction the
Council should pursue in
the current economic envi-
ronment, with particular
emphasis on the prioritiza-
tion of its agenda for
growth and development.

The ministers are also
expected to consider a
more structured frame-
work for the greater in-
volvement of the Region’s
private sector, the enabling
environment created by
the CARICOM Single
Market and Economy
(CSME),and boosting com-
petitive production.

On Saturday, they will
deal with trade issues af-
fecting the region.

CARICOM Secretary

General Irwin La Rocque
told the meeting
Caribbean countries were
searching for answers to
alleviate the low levels of
growth and high levels of
debt.

“We are searching for an-
swers to raise employment
levels, particularly among
our youth,” he said, noting
that the COTED meeting
“is therefore set against the
background of a quest for
innovative ideas to drive
the progress of our integra-
tion movement.

“After 40 years, our inte-
gration movement contin-
ues to endure, giving us
cause for celebration in the
midst of our reflection and
introspection. And as any
organisation which wishes
to remain relevant to its
members, we are engaged
in seeking ways to improve
the way we do business.”

He told the meeting that
CARICOM is in the
process of reviewing every
facet of its operations and
institutions and regional
leaders had agreed that it
was necessary to examine
the future direction of the

Community and to craft
the requisite arrange-
ments to govern the agreed
structure.

“COTED’s agenda and
deliberations must be more
strategic as they seek to
address the challenges
faced by our member
states,”he said,noting also
that the deliberations
should also be informed by
the recent judgment of the
Caribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ) “which has far-
reaching implications for
decision making and im-
plementation, the nature
and effects of Community
law,obligations of member
states, and the rights of
Community nationals.

“The Court’s judgments
have cemented the rules-
based system and thereby
engendered confidence in
the Community arrange-
ments,” La Rocque said in
obvious reference to the
ruling by the Trinidad-
based CCJ that found
Barbados had breached
the rights of a Jamaican
national when she sought
entry into the country in
2011.

THE Jamaica Urban
Transit Company (JUTC)
says it has switched from
the use of regular Diesel to
Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel
in its buses.

The JUTC says sulphur
is one of the key causes of
soot in diesel engines and
is the main reason for the
black exhaust fumes that
emanated from JUTC
units.

It further states that the
introduction of Ultra Low
Sulphur Diesel will result
in lower emissions; im-
provement in fuel effi-
ciency by at least 20 per
cent; and reduction of en-
gine wear.
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Guyana’s Foreign Affairs Minister Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett, who assumed chairmanship of
the CARICOM Council for Trade and Economic
Development (COTED) 

The JUTC says sulphur is
one of the key causes of
soot in diesel engines.

Caribbean urged to deepen
trade relations with South
America, ACP grouping

Ultra low sulphur diesel for Jamaican buses

ST JOHN’S, Antigua  –
The regional airline,
LIAT, Friday said that its
operations were return-
ing to normal after pilots
ended their industrial ac-
tion.

The pilots on Tuesday

walked off the job forcing
cancellations and delays
by the airline that flies to
more than 21 destina-
tions on a daily basis.

The pilots, through
their bargaining agents,
the Leeward Islands

Airline Pilots Association
(LIALPA) blamed “mis-
guided and ill-informed
decisions” taken by the
airline’s management for
the action, adding also
that it was forced to hold
an emergency meeting to

brief members on the
“management’s unfortu-
nate actions and to chart
the way forward”.

In a brief statement,
yesterday, the Antigua-
based airline, which is
owned by the govern-

ments of Antigua and
Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica, and St Vincent
and the Grenadines,
quoted acting Chief
Executive Officer Julie
Reifer-Jones, as saying
that full service has re-

sumed throughout the
LIAT network.

“LIAT acknowledges
with regret the inconven-
ience and disruption pas-
sengers throughout the
region have experienced
over the past few days.”

LIAT resumes operations after cordial talks
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GENEVA – US
Secretary of State John
Kerry said yesterday
important gaps needed
to be bridged in high-
stakes talks with Iran
on curbing its nuclear
programme and he
began talks with
Tehran’s foreign minis-
ter to try to clinch an
interim deal.

“I want to emphasise
there is not an agreement
at this point,” Kerry said
shortly after arriving in
Geneva, tempering expec-
tations of an imminent
breakthrough that could
reduce the risk of a Middle
East war over Iran’s nu-
clear aspirations.

“We hope to try to nar-
row these differences but I
don’t think anybody
should mistake there are
some important gaps that
have to be closed,” he told
reporters.

Iran spelled out a major
difference soon after-
wards, with a member of
its negotiating team,
Majid Takt-Ravanchi,
telling Mehr news agency
that oil and banking sanc-
tions imposed on Tehran
should be eased during the
first phase of any deal.

The powers have offered
Iran access to up to $50

billion in Iranian funds
frozen abroad for many
years but ruled out any
broad dilution of sanctions
in the early going of an
agreement.

Midway through the
second round of negotia-
tions since Iran elected a
moderate president who
opened doors to a peaceful
solution to the nuclear dis-
pute, Kerry joined fellow
big power foreign minis-
ters in Geneva to help ce-
ment a preliminary ac-
cord, with Israel warning
they were making an epic
mistake.

Diplomats said a break-
through remained uncer-
tain and would in any case
mark only the first step in
a long, complex process to-
wards a permanent reso-
lution of international con-
cerns that Iran may be
seeking the means to build
nuclear bombs.

But they said the arrival
of Kerry, British Foreign
Secretary William Hague
and French and German
foreign ministers Laurent
Fabius and Guido
Westerwelle signalled that
the five permanent UN
Security Council members
and Germany may be
closer to an elusive pact
with Iran than ever before.

DAYTON – Many items
that make up the sear-
ing images from the as-
sassination of
President John F.
Kennedy – from the ill-
fated presidential lim-
ousine, to the gravesite
eternal flame, to the
historic Air Force One
plane where Lyndon B.
Johnson took the oath
of office – are available
for public viewing 50
years later.

In some cases, officials
had to scramble to make
that happen.

Aboard the plane, now
in a hangar at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base,
visitors squeeze down a
narrow walkway to stand
where people packed into
its sweltering state room
to watch Johnson,
Kennedy’s vice president,
sworn in, with Jacqueline
Kennedy alongside in the
suit stained by her hus-
band’s blood.

“It’s getting hotter and
hotter, people are
crammed in, emotions are
getting higher and
higher,” explained Jeff
Underwood, historian of

the National Museum of
the U.S. Air Force, reflect-
ing the famous images
from the plane.

As on the morning of
Sept. 11, 2001, it wasn’t
clear in the first hours
after the shooting what
was unfolding, he said.
Johnson wanted to show
the nation that a consti-
tutional transfer of power
had been made, and Mrs.
Kennedy insisted upon
being there, Underwood
said.

Visitors can also see the
saw cuts in a rear wall
hastily made by Air Force
crew members who didn’t
want the late president’s
coffin carried in the cargo
hold. They removed two
rows of seats for the coffin,
which Mrs. Kennedy sat
across from on the flight
back to Washington.

Experiencing history in
a personal way by being
where it happened goes
beyond reading it,
Underwood said Friday
during a news media tour.

“Sometimes I see the
looks on the faces (of visi-
tors), and it all comes back
to me,” said Underwood, a

fourth-grader in 1963.
“The story is so visceral.”

The federal spending re-
ductions of the sequester
had in May halted shuttle
bus trips from the mu-
seum to the hangar, but
museum officials decided
to resume the tours on a
trimmed schedule with
the anniversary approach-
ing. The Boeing jet – built
specially in 1962 for pres-
idential use – was retired
by the Air Force in 1998,
having flown eight presi-
dents starting with
Kennedy.

Among the other items
that were part of the
events of late November
1963 on display around
the county:

– The eternal flame was
recently returned to its
spot at Kennedy’s
gravesite in Arlington
National Cemetery in
Virginia after months of
repairs and upgrades.The
flame was on a temporary
burner in the cemetery
visible to tourists during
the project.

• The limousine the
Kennedys were riding in
when the president was

fatally shot in Dallas is at
the Henry Ford Museum
in Dearborn, Mich.

• The flag that draped
the president’s coffin and
the saddle, sword and
boots from the “riderless
horse” in his funeral pro-
cession are among the
artefacts being exhibited
for the first time starting
Nov. 22 at the Kennedy
Library in Boston.

• A drum and drum-
sticks from his funeral are
among items on display at
the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of
American History in
Washington.

•The Texas School Book
Depository from where
Lee Harvey Oswald fired
the fatal shots houses the
Sixth Floor Museum at
Dealey Plaza.

• The suit worn by
Texas Gov. John Connally,
which has bullet holes and
blood stains from the
shooting that also seri-
ously wounded him as he
rode in the limo, recently
went on display at the
Lorenzo de Zavala State
Archives and Library in
Austin.

Kerry meets Iran
foreign minister to
close gaps in
nuclear talks

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivers
a statement to the media after meeting US
Secretary of State John Kerry at Ben Gurion Airport
near Tel Aviv yesterday.

Willam Krasner (right) points to the area of John F. Kennedy’s Air Force One that would have held Kennedy’s
casket after he was assassinated in 1963 yesterday in Dayton, Ohio.

Historic items from JFK
assassination on display
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London: 09°C PARTLY CLOUDY
Boston: 08°C CLOUDY
Montreal: 03°C CLOUDY
Toronto: 05°C CLOUDY
New York: 09°C CLOUDY
Miami: 28°C CLOUDY

High: 8:40 am
& 8:26 pm

Low: 2:03 am
& 2:22 pm

Partly cloudy to cloudy with some scattered
showers.

Yesterday:  NIL mm
Month:  35.6 mm
Year: 1048.3 mm

Max: 30.5 °C
Min: 25.5 °C

5:55 a.m. 5:30 p.m.

MADRID – A Spanish court
yesterday ordered the re-
lease of nine imprisoned
members of armed Basque
separatist group ETA after a
European rights ruling that
is opening the jail doors for
dozens of the militants.

Many Spaniards are outraged
by the release of ETA prisoners
convicted of deadly shootings
and bombings in a violent cam-
paign to carve out an independ-
ent Basque homeland in north-
ern Spain and southwestern
France.

However, the Spanish courts
have said they are legally bound
to comply with the ruling last
month by the Strasbourg-based
European Court of Human
Rights.

The European rights court
found on October 21 that Spain
had acted illegally by retroac-
tively cutting short the years of
remission that ETA prisoner
Ines del Rio Prada had earned
from good behaviour.

Dozens of ETA prisoners and
some violent convicts had their
remissions cut short under the

same policy, and they are now
demanding their release under
the European court ruling.

Yesterday, the National Court
in Madrid, which handles ter-
rorism-related cases, examined
the cases of 11 ETA prisoners
and determined that nine of
them were in an “identical” sit-
uation to that of Del Rio Prada,
who was freed on October 22, a
judicial source said.

The nine were set for release
as soon as yesterday.

The Spanish Supreme Court
decided in 2006 that years of re-

mission should be deducted from
the convict’s total sentence –
often amounting to hundreds of
years – instead of the 30-year
limit on prison terms set by
Spanish law.

In the case of Del Rio Prada,
sentenced to 3 828 years for 24
killings, the new doctrine wiped
out her remission and extended
her prison time by nearly nine
years.

ETA, listed as a terrorist
group in the United States and
Europe, is blamed for the deaths
of 829 people in its four-decade

campaign.
Victims of ETA’s violence had

urged Spain to refuse to bow to
the Strasbourg court and con-
demned the prospective release
of ETA convicts.

In October 2011,ETA declared
a “definitive end to armed activ-
ity” but it has not formally dis-
armed nor disbanded as the
Spanish and French govern-
ments demand.

The group has been severely
weakened in recent years by the
arrests of its senior leaders in
Spain and France.

Spain frees 9 ETA inmates after European rights ruling

BERLIN – US military docu-
ments are deepening the mys-
tery surrounding the more than
1 400 artworks found in a
Munich apartment.

In the chaotic aftermath of
World War II, the American mil-
itary seized 20 boxes of art from
German dealer Hildebrand
Gurlitt in Aschbach in
December 1945, according to
documents located by The
Associated Press in the US
National Archives in
Washington.

Gurlitt had worked closely
with the Nazi regime in the
1930s to sell art it considered
“degenerate” to fill its war cof-
fers.

American investigators at the
time expressed doubts about
Gurlitt’s claims to the works,but
they eventually decided that in
most cases he was the rightful
owner.So on December 15,1950,
the US returned 206 items to
him: 115 paintings, 19 drawings
and 72 “various other objects”.

At least three of the artworks
documented by the Americans
have now re-surfaced, found hid-
den in the Munich apartment of
Gurlitt’s son, 80-year-old
Cornelius Gurlitt, during a tax
evasion probe that German
prosecutors announced earlier
this week.

The three paintings that the
Americans returned to
Cornelius’ father in 1950 and
which have showed up in the
Munich trove are Max
Liebermann’s “Two Riders on
the Beach;” Otto Dix’s self-por-
trait and an allegorical painting
by Marc Chagall.

Also found in the son’s apart-
ment were paintings, drawings,
engravings,woodcuts and prints
by Henri Matisse,Pablo Picasso,
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Oskar
Kokoschka, and leading
German artists Dix,
Liebermann and Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner.

Prosecutors gave few further
details about the overall collec-
tion. Still, they said they found

evidence that at least one item
in the Munich apartment – a
Henri Matisse painting of a sit-
ting woman – was stolen by the
Nazis from a French bank in
1942.

Christoph Zuschlag, an art
historian at the University of
Koblenz, said the American doc-
uments indicated US investiga-
tors suspected right after the
war that Gurlitt may have been

in possession of looted art.
He said if German authorities

published a full list of the find at
the apartment, then experts
could determine more quickly
whether Gurlitt was the rightful
owner.

“As a historian, I have to say
pictures and information about
all the art has to be published
online immediately,” he said. “A
whole team of experts should

work on this discovery and try to
answer all the remaining open
questions.”

German prosecutors who are
pursuing the tax case against
Cornelius Gurlitt – whose
whereabouts are currently un-
known – said this week they had
“concrete evidence” the artworks
found in his apartment included
both “degenerate art” seized
from German museums and
other works that may have been
taken from individuals.

Museums, galleries and the
heirs to those individuals, likely
Jewish collectors forced to give
up or sell their art at rock-bot-
tom prices, could now have
claims.

The Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against
Germany, which administers
restitution claims from victims
of Nazi crimes, said the quickest
and most efficient way to clear
up any doubts would be for pros-
ecutors to release a complete
list.

Spokeswoman Hillary
Kessler-Godin said the Claims
Conference already has an on-
line database of 20 000 looted
objects based on the Nazis’ own
records that is searchable by
owner, artist and other key-
words. She said that could be
easily used to determine if there
are any claims on the Gurlitt
collection.

“Our experts believe that a
number of the works found in
Munich could be in this data-
base,” Kessler-Godin said in an
e-mail. “Keeping the list a se-
cret hinders the process of expe-
ditious restitution.”

US documents raise questions on Munich art hoard

A painting from Max Liebermann ‘Zwei Reiter am Strande’ (‘Two riders on the beach’) is projected
on a screen during a news conference in Augsburg, southern Germany on Tuesday.
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BEIRUT – Syria’s main
Western-backed opposition
group has refused to participate
in talks in Moscow with Syrian
government organisations on re-
solving the country’s humani-
tarian crisis, the Russian
Foreign Ministry and opposition
figures said yesterday.

Ministry spokesman
Alexander Lukashevich said the
Syrian National Coalition is
“blocking and refusing to par-
ticipate” in the talks. Russian
officials had hoped the talks
would bolster prospects for a
proposed peace conference the
US and Russia are trying to con-
vene in Geneva.

The coalition has demanded
guarantees, including that
President Bashar Assad would
step down in any transitional
Syrian government, as a condi-
tion for going to a conference in
Geneva.

But Damascus has said Assad
will stay in his post at least until
his terms ends in 2014 and that
he may run for re-election.

Yesterday’s rejection of
Moscow talks by Syria’s opposi-
tion came shortly after Russia’s

Deputy Foreign Minister
Mikhail Bogdanov said
Thursday that the opposition
had “responded positively” to a
proposal for such talks.

Kamal Labwani, a member of
the coalition, told The
Associated Press Friday that the
group refused to go to Moscow
because “Russia is not a fair me-
diator and is part of the conflict.”
He was referring to Moscow’s
support to the Syrian govern-
ment since the crisis began in
March 2011.

“Russia can become a fair me-
diator when it orders Assad to
leave Syria,” Labwani said by
telephone from Paris. “When it
(Russia) wants to support the
criminal, it will lose.”

The coalition has long called
on the international community
to help secure aid to civilians,
particularly in rebel-held areas
that have been blockaded by
government forces.

Lukashevich, the Russian
ministry spokesman, said the
Moscow initiative had “received
an active and positive response
among a number of opposition
group leaders.”

"Unfortunately, the Syrian
National Opposition and indi-
vidual leaders who consider it a
counterproductive ploy are
blocking it and refusing to par-
ticipate,” he said.

Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said yesterday
that the timeline for having a
peace conference in Geneva is
failing, “primarily because rep-
resentatives of the opposition
aren’t ready to take part without
preconditions.” He spoke to re-
porters after meeting Lamberto
Zannier, the Secretary-General
of the Organisation for Security
and Co-operation in Europe.

“This intransigence and these
demands are being asserted by
the National Coalition, which
claims to be the only representa-
tive of the Syrian people, but
which doesn’t represent even a
majority of the opposition
groups that are opposing
Assad’s regime,” Lavrov said.

In Syria, activists said Syrian
troops launched yesterday a
major offensive to recapture the
international airport of the
northern city of Aleppo.

The Aleppo Media Centre and

the Britain-based Syrian obser-
vatory for Human Rights said
troops are attacking the base
known as “Brigade 80” whose

main job was to protect the
Aleppo International Airport,
which has been closed due to
fighting for almost a year.

KAMPALA – Uganda’s presi-
dent tested for HIV in public
yesterday to encourage mil-
lions of untested people to
check their status, a critical
step to stemming the spread
of the virus in the East
African country.

Public leaders rarely test for
HIV in public in Uganda,despite
recommendations from health
workers that it would set a good
example in a country that has
seen HIV infection rates increas-
ing. Uganda was once a global
leader in efforts to fight AIDS.

Not all government officials at
the Friday event in the capital,
Kampala, joined the president
in testing.

Ugandan officials have said
they want to test 15 million peo-
ple by the end of 2014. They ac-
knowledge it will be hard to
reach that target, the reason
they want the president to be a
“role model.”

“Therefore, all Ugandans, test
(for HIV). Find out your status
and let the state and health
workers manage you accord-
ingly,” said President Yoweri
Museveni.

The HIV rate in Uganda
stands at 7.3 percent, up from
6.4 per cent in 2005,according to

a 2011 survey by Uganda’s
Ministry of Health. Ugandan of-
ficials who presided over its re-
duction from 18 per cent in 1992
to 6.4 per cent in 2005 say they
are confounded by the increase.

Ugandans health officials say
more married couples are get-
ting infected, in part because of
what campaigners have dubbed
a“sexual network” in which mar-
ried Ugandans maintain secret
lovers.One billboard in Kampala
urges couples to “put your love to
the test” by testing for HIV.

Museveni and his wife are
“leading by example in a bid to
roll back the HIV epidemic in
Uganda,” the Uganda AIDS
Commission, the local body
tasked with fighting AIDS, said,
though the first lady did not at-
tend the event where Museveni
was tested.

Experts say HIV testing is crit-
ical to preventing new infections
because those who know their
status are less likely to engage in
risky sexual behaviour. But get-
ting people to test for HIV has
proved difficult in Uganda,
where rampant stigma persists
and where thousands get in-
fected each year.

The rise in new infections is
stretching the ability of

Uganda’s government and
donors to provide HIV and AIDS
treatment. More than 500 000
Ugandans need AIDS treat-
ment,many accessing it through
the US President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief, or PEP-
FAR.

If Ugandans reach their test-
ing goal, at least 400 000 more
people will likely be in need of
AIDS treatment, according to

Musa Bungudu, the Uganda co-
ordinator for the United Nations’
AIDS agency.

Uganda once earned a global
reputation for successfully put-
ting in place a policy called ABC:
Abstain, be faithful, or use con-
doms. Students of a certain gen-
eration were shown videos of the
devastating toll of AIDS on the
human body, and then told to
postpone the first act of inter-

course. But critics of Uganda’s
policy to fight AIDS say the coun-
try recently has focused more on
treatment rather than preven-
tion.

Uganda’s government now has
added male circumcision to the
plan to fight HIV and AIDS, in
response to studies showing the
procedure reduces the risk
among African men of getting
HIV in half.

Syrian opposition 
refuses Moscow talks

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks to the media
after his talks with OSCE Secretary General Lamberto Zannier
in Moscow, Russia yesterday.

Uganda President Yoweri Museveni (centre seated) takes an HIV/AIDS test at Kiswa Health
Centre in the capital Kampala, yesterday.

In rare move,
Uganda leader
publicly tests for HIV
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MOSCOW – Russian law-
makers introduced legisla-
tion yesterday that would
make spreading separatist
views or expressing sympa-
thy for separatist groups a
criminal offence punishable
by jail.

The bill submitted to the State
Duma, Russia’s lower parlia-
ment house, would establish jail
terms of up to six years for
spreading “separatist propa-
ganda” and in some cases up to
20 years for planning or publicly
calling for action that would
threaten Russia’s territorial in-
tegrity.

President Vladimir Putin
weathered big protests by lib-
eral urbanites to win a third
Kremlin term in 2012. He has
since increased calls for patriot-
ism, stepped up appeals to con-
servative values and signed sev-
eral laws that opponents say are
intended to stifle dissent.

Russia defeated separatist
rebels in the North Caucasus
province of Chechnya in a war

during Putin’s first presidential
term,which started in 2000,and
is still fighting insurgents who
want to carve out an Islamic
state in the region.

Putin has repeatedly accused
foreign rivals of trying to
weaken Russia or tear it apart,
including by fuelling Muslim
separatism,and has accused the
United States and its allies of
meddling in Moscow’s affairs
and backing Kremlin opponents.

"In conditions of increased
pressure on Russia, we must
arm the law enforcement sys-
tem with additional instru-
ments to fight separatism,”
Yevgeny Fyodorov, a lawmaker
from Putin’s United Russia
party and a sponsor of the bill,
told Ekho Moskvy radio.

The bill is likely to cause con-
cern that it could be used to si-
lence opposition voices.

Its submission comes after a
liberal journalist and Kremlin
critic faced ire from United
Russia lawmakers last month
over a remark about the possi-

bility that Russia could be split
apart at the Ural Mountains,
which divide Europe and Asia.

Some Russians have ex-
pressed concern that faster-
growing, more populous China
could encroach on Russian terri-
tory in the sparsely populated
reaches of Siberia, east of the
Urals and north of China’s bor-
der. Putin has shrugged off such
fears.

It was unclear when parlia-
ment would discuss the bill,
which requires three votes in
the Duma and one in the upper
house before going to the presi-
dent for his signature.
Legislation backed by United
Russia is rarely rejected.

Putin has ruled Russia since
2000, either as president or
prime minister. Since his return
to the Kremlin, he has backed
laws tightening legislation on
defamation, increasing fines for
protesters who step out of line
and imposing restrictions on for-
eign-funded non-governmental
organisations.

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with
Vyacheslav Gaizer (not pictured), the Head of the Republic of
Komi, at the Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside Moscow on
Thursday.

Putin allies submit bill to
punish separatism with prison

RAMALLAH – Four investiga-
tions, hundreds of testimonies
and stacks of medical reports
on Yasser Arafat’s unexplained
death in 2004 have failed to pro-
duce hard evidence of what
killed him – and findings pre-
sented yesterday only created
more confusion.

Palestinian officials said a re-
port they received from Russia
on the role of radioactive polo-
nium in Arafat’s death was in-
conclusive. They spoke just a
day after Swiss scientists said
the Palestinian leader was prob-
ably poisoned by the rare and
extremely lethal substance.

Despite those discrepancies,
the Swiss and Russian reports
agreed that Arafat’s death “was
not caused by old age or disease,
but as a result of a toxic sub-
stance,” said Dr. Abdullah
Bashir, a medical expert in the
three-member Palestinian team
that has been investigating
Arafat’s death. This, he told a
news conference, is in line with
the long-standing Palestinian
contention that Arafat was poi-
soned.

The reports revived
Palestinian allegations that
Israel was behind the attack,
despite its denial.

The Palestinian team’s leader,
Tawfik Tirawi, said Israel had
the technical means and the
motive.

“I say, with all the details
available about Yasser Arafat’s
death, that he was killed, and
that Israel killed him,” he said.
The former Palestinian intelli-

gence chief did not present evi-
dence to back up the claims.

In the four years leading up to

his death, Arafat’s relationship
with his long-time nemesis,
Israel’s then-Prime Minister

Ariel Sharon, had become in-
creasingly hostile. Sharon, a
hard-liner, blamed Arafat for

encouraging anti-Israeli vio-
lence instead of working toward
a peace deal and kept him iso-
lated at his West Bank com-
pound for extended periods.

Former Sharon aide Raanan
Gissin reiterated yesterday that
Israel had nothing to do with
Arafat’s death. “The
Palestinians are using Israel as
a scapegoat,” he said. “If Arafat
was murdered, then he (the
killer) should be sought among
the heads of the Palestinian
Authority.”

Tirawi said his team would
spare no effort to solve the mys-
tery, but it’s not clear where an
investigation could go from
here, considering the
Palestinians’ limited technical
means. Tirawi said a decision
on a possible international tri-
bunal – like the one that inves-
tigated the assassination of
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri – would be up to Arafat’s
successor, President Mahmoud
Abbas.

Abbas has not commented on
the substance of the latest find-
ings. A new probe could invite
close scrutiny of Israel as well
as Palestinian aides and body-
guards who surrounded Arafat
in his compound.

Arafat died November 11,
2004 at a French military hos-
pital, a month after falling ill at
his West Bank headquarters.At
the time, French doctors said he
died of a stroke and had a blood-
clotting problem, but records
were inconclusive about what
caused that condition.

Russian report stirs new confusion in Arafat death

Palestinian honour guard stands at the grave of the late Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in
the West Bank city of Ramallah yesterday.



MANILA, Philippines –
One of the strongest
storms on record
slammed into the cen-
tral Philippines on
Friday, killing at least
four people, forcing
hundreds of thousands
from their homes and
knocking out power
and communications
in several provinces.
But the nation ap-
peared to avoid a
major disaster because
the rapidly moving ty-
phoon blew away be-
fore wreaking more
damage, officials said.

Typhoon Haiyan raced
across a string of islands
from east to west – Samar,
Leyte, Cebu and Panay –
and lashed beach commu-
nities. Nearly 750 000 peo-
ple were forced to flee their
homes.

Weather officials said
Haiyan had sustained
winds of 235 kph (147
mph) with gusts of 275
kph (170 mph) when it
made landfall. By those
measurements, Haiyan
would be comparable to a
strong Category 4 hurri-
cane in the U.S., knocking
on the door of the top cat-
egory, a 5.

Hurricanes, cyclones
and typhoons are the same
thing.They are just called
different names in differ-
ent parts of the world.

Because of cut-off com-
munications in the
Philippines, it was impos-
sible to know the full ex-
tent of casualties and

damage. At least two peo-
ple were electrocuted in
storm-related accidents,
one person was killed by a
fallen tree and another
was struck by lightning,
official reports said.

Southern Leyte Gov.
Roger Mercado said the ty-
phoon triggered landslides
that blocked roads, up-
rooted trees and ripped
roofs off houses around his
residence.

The dense clouds and
heavy rains made the day
seem almost as dark as
night, he said.

“When you’re faced with
such a scenario, you can
only pray, and pray and
pray,” Mercado told The
Associated Press by tele-
phone, adding that may-
ors in the province had not
called in to report any
major damage.

“I hope that means they
were spared and not the
other way around,” he
said. “My worst fear is
there will be massive loss
of lives and property.”

Eduardo del Rosario,
head of the disaster re-
sponse agency, said a pow-
erful typhoon that also hit
the central Philippines in
1990 killed 508 people and
left 246 missing, but this
time authorities had or-
dered pre-emptive evacua-
tion and other measures
to minimize casualties.

He said the speed at
which the typhoon sliced
through the central is-
lands – 40 kph (25 mph) –
helped prevent its 600-

kilometer (375-mile) band
of rain clouds from dump-
ing enough of their load to
overflow waterways.
Flooding from heavy rains
is often the main cause of
deaths from typhoons.

"It has helped that the
typhoon blew very fast in
terms of preventing lots of
casualties,” regional mili-
tary commander Lt. Gen.
Roy Deveraturda said. He
said the massive evacua-
tion of villagers before the
storm also saved many
lives.

The Philippines, which
is hit by about 20 typhoons
and storms a year, has in
recent years become more
serious about prepara-
tions to reduce deaths.
Public service announce-
ments are frequent, as are
warnings by the president

and high-ranking officials
that are regularly carried
on radio and TV and so-
cial networking sites.

Provincial governors
and mayors have taken a
hands-on approach during
crises, supervising evacua-
tions, inspecting shelters
and efforts to stockpile
food and relief supplies.

President Benigno
Aquino III assured the
public of war-like prepara-
tions, with three C-130 air
force cargo planes and 32
military helicopters and
planes on standby, along
with 20 navy ships.

Among the evacuees
were thousands of resi-
dents of Bohol who had
been camped in tents and
other makeshift shelters
since a magnitude-7.2
earthquake hit the island

province last month.
Relief workers said they

were struggling to find
ways to deliver food and
other supplies, with roads
blocked by landslides and
fallen trees.

The storm “unleashed
fierce winds and harsh
rains that uprooted big
trees and toppled electric
poles and power lines,”
said Aaron Aspi, a
spokesman for World
Vision in Bohol.

From Samar, the ty-
phoon battered Leyte,
then the northern part of
Cebu and nearby islands
before lashing Panay – is-
lands with some of the
best beach resorts in the
Philippines.

As of 8 p.m., the typhoon
was north of Palawan
province, 320 kilometres
(200 miles) southwest of
Manila, and had weak-
ened a bit with sustained
winds of 215 kph (134
mph).

Forecasters said the
storm was expected to
move out of the country
and into the South China
Sea on Saturday morning,
where it was likely to pick
up renewed strength on its
way toward Vietnam.

Dozens of flights in the
central and southern
Philippines were can-
celled. A storm surge esti-
mated at 5 meters (15 feet)
damaged a seaside airport
in Leyte’s Tacloban city.
Airport workers moved to
the tower and were safe
but no other details had
been reported because
communications were cut
by the typhoon, aviation
official John Andrews said.

“They’ve been incommu-
nicado. The last message
we got from them was that
the airport was ruined,”
Andrews said.

Andrews said the ty-
phoon also damaged the
airport in Kalibo town in
Aklan.

World weather experts
are calling Hiayan one of
the strongest tropical cy-
clones on record at the
time it hit land, but not
quite the windiest. There
are disputes over just how
strong it is because of dif-
ferences in the way storms
are measured.

“In terms of the world I
don’t think it’s the
strongest,” said Taoyang
Peng, a tropical cyclone
scientist at the World
Meteorological
Organization in Geneva.
But he added that “it is
one of the strongest ty-
phoons to make landfall”
and probably the strongest
to hit the Philippines.

The U.S. Joint Typhoon
Warning Center put
Haiyan’s sustained winds
at 315 kph (196 mph) just
minutes before it made
landfall Thursday, which
would be a world record.
However, officials in Tokyo
and the Philippines but
the wind speed at about
235 kph (147 mph).

Peng said his group con-
siders Tokyo the authority
in this case because it’s the
closest regional center to
the storm.

The best way to meas-
ure a storm is with radar
from a plane flying in and
out of it.That’s not done in
Asia,where they use satel-
lite imagery and ground
measurements instead.

Not until meteorologists
can conduct a deep inves-
tigation will scientists
know just how strong
Haiyan actually was,but it
will easily be one of the
strongest on record, for-
mer U.S. National
Hurricane Center director
Max Mayfield told the AP
on Friday.

Mayfield described look-
ing at radar images of
Haiyan, saying, “it has got
to weaken, it has got to
weaken” – and yet it did-
n’t.
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WASHINGTON, USA –
The World Bank has
warned that a rise in sea
level could have “cata-
strophic effects” for the
Caribbean and would af-
fect the poorest and most
vulnerable in the region.

A new study by the
Washington-based finan-
cial institution has urged
Caribbean nations to link
risk management with so-
cial, economic and envi-
ronmental initiatives in
order to increase their re-
silience to climate change.

“Salt-water erosion and
coastal flooding will be
just a couple of the most
serious consequences of
this phenomenon,” warns
the study, noting that 70
percent of the Caribbean
population lives on the
coast.

It noted that in all of the

main cities in the
Caribbean, millions of in-
habitants are less than a
mile from the coast – “in-
cluding, obviously, highly
vulnerable cities like Port-
au-Prince, Haiti and
Havana, Cuba".

The World Bank says
that if the sea continues
to rise at the current rate,
Santo Domingo, the capi-
tal of the Dominican
Republic, will be one on
the five cities most af-
fected at a global level by
climate change in 2050 –
after Alexandria,
Barranquilla, Naples and
Sapporo.

"The Dominican
Republic is already taking
action to face this great
challenge, but there is still
much to be done,” says
Jerry Meier, an expert in
climate change for the

World Bank.
Noting that tourism and

agriculture are “the root
of many Caribbean
economies", the report
cautions that coastal ero-
sion caused by rising sea
levels is “a real threat for
the tourist industry".

It says that coastal ero-
sion is “already a reality”
faced by St George’s,
Grenada, Kingstown, St
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Castries, St
Lucia, and “above all in
Cane Field, Dominica,
where the airport already
floods".

In addition, the report
says that the Caribbean
faces the problem of salt-
water infiltration into its
freshwater, noting that
the region relies heavily
on rain water to refresh
its freshwater reserves,

“which are threatened by
a rise in global sea levels.

“If they don’t act quickly,
many countries face 
the possibility of having to
finance the costly 
process of desalination,” it
adds.

To improve their climate
resilience, the World Bank
has produced a series of
recommendations.

It urges that land plan-
ning be incorporated more
into social programmes “to
tackle how exposed they
are to risk".

The bank also recom-
mends that an economic
recovery and diversifica-
tion plan be established
following a disaster, and
that there be more invest-
ment in flood controls and
preparation for changes in
rainfall volume and fre-
quency.

World Bank issues climate
change warning to Caribbean

One of world’s strongest storms hits Philippines

Residents rush to safety past a fallen tree during strong winds brought by Typhoon Haiyan.
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NISSAN said Friday it
would unveil a sporty
concept electric vehi-
cle at the Tokyo Motor
Show as Japan’s num-
ber-two automaker
presses on with its bid
to tap the burgeoning
green-car market.

The company, which has
been selling its Leaf elec-
tric vehicle since late 2010,
said it hoped its Nissan
BladeGlider would help it
reach a market of male
drivers who still want per-
formance and styling in an
environmentally friendly
car - a major hurdle to
widespread commercial
sales.

The car, to be unveiled at
the biennial Tokyo exhibi-
tion later this month, fea-
tures an aerodynamic de-
sign that widens from the
front to back with space
for a driver in the middle
and two passengers in the
rear.

The design – one metre

in the front (3.3 feet) and
1.89 metres at the back
and made with light-
weight carbon fibres –
puts the vehicle’s centre of
mass on the rear tires to
allow for tighter turns,
Nissan said.

“The driver’s seat has
been positioned in the
middle of the vehicle to
give a sense of a pilot in an
airborne glider,” Nissan
said.

The concept vehicle is
squarely aimed at moving
into a higher-end electric
vehicle market already
tapped with some success
by US-based Tesla.

This week, Toyota said
it planned to unveil its lat-
est fuel-cell concept car at
the Japanese show, which
runs from November 20 to
December 1, with an ex-
pected commercial rollout
two years away.

A total of 177 exhibitors
will be at the show, includ-
ing Toyota, Nissan, BMW,

Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz
and Peugeot.

The world’s major au-
tomakers have been work-
ing on various green vehi-
cles – from electric cars to
zero emission fuel-cell
models – for a market that
still remains tiny.

However demand for
lower-emission vehicles is
forecast to grow, with fur-
ther technological ad-
vances in the field seen as

crucial due to toughening
emissions standards.

Range, performance, re-
fuelling infrastructure and
relatively high prices have
proved major hurdles to
widespread sales of green
vehicles.

Nissan chief Carlos
Ghosn has been a major
promoter of electric cars
and vowed to press on de-
spite lacklustre demand so
far.

The Japanese firm has
invested about 4.0 billion
euros ($5.4 billion) in elec-
tric car development in a
partnership with French
carmaker Renault, which
owns more than 40 per-
cent of Nissan.

This week, Renault-
Nissan announced an elec-
tric car tie-up with
Mitsubishi.

Nissan said it has sold
more than 80 000 Leaf

electric vehicles globally
since its rollout three
years ago, a fraction of the
4.9 million cars it sold
world-wide in its last fiscal
year.

The Japanese 
automaker will also be
showing off its second
commercial electric vehi-
cle, the e-NV200 minivan,
which it unveiled at the
Frankfurt Motor Show in
September.

Nissan to
unveil electric
sports car at
Tokyo Motor
Show

Nissan to unveil electric sports car at Tokyo Motor Show

WHEN San Diego police
detain criminal suspects,
they don’t only rely on
Q&As to extract infor-
mation about the person
in cuffs. Using new facial
recognition technology,
San Diego police can now
match field images with
about 348 000 San Diego
County arrestees – all
they need is a tablet or a
smartphone. In an in-
depth report released
yesterday, the Center for
Investigative Reporting
covered the new tech and
its implications. “The lit-
tle-known program could
become the largest ex-
pansion of facial recogni-
tion technology by US

law enforcement,” CIR
says. “Amid an interna-
tional debate over col-
lecting and sharing huge
amounts of data on the
public, this pilot program
is putting that metadata
to use in the field in real
time.”

As CIR noted, facial
recognition technology
has not yet been tested
in court, but San Diego
and other police forces
are going full  speed
ahead with the program.
As many as 133 tablets
and smartphones have
landed in the hands of
police at 25 San Diego
area law enforcement
agencies since the begin-

ning of this year.
One officer inter-

viewed by CIR claimed

the technology was used
not to identify perps but
“to identify injured peo-

ple who were unrespon-
sive and had no identify-
ing documents.” Another

said, “If you’re not in a
criminal database, you
have nothing to hide."

Facepalm: new program lands facial recognition
software in cops’ hands
‘This pilot program is putting
metadata to use in the field in
real time.’

Police forces are going full speed ahead with the program
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HOROSCOPES
BY HOLIDAY

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - If push came to
shove, your friends would help you out, but you
make choices that ensure they probably never will
have to. The most auspicious move is to play it safe. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - You don’t need to
be with another person to feel rooted today. You’re
solid naturally. You can connect with living things
that are not people. You can even connect with rocks. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - It’s said that with age
comes wisdom, but with age also come other com-
plicated dynamics that can play in favour of or
against wisdom. So don’t automatically take the ad-
vice of your elders just because they’re older. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) - One way to show
your love for a person is to give that person a nick-
name. With the cosmic forces inspiring your imag-
ination in quirky ways, you’ll think of the best con-
tenders. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - You feel as whimsical as
a child now, and when you act on some of those
whims, the results can be extremely attractive.
People need a little spontaneity in their lives now. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Counting costs mat-
ters to you on some days, but today you just want to
make sure that what you do has enormous value to
someone. If that someone is you, all the better. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Organise a group dis-
cussion, or take part in one that’s already going on.
You’ll learn more from a roundtable type of discus-
sion than you will from speaking one on one with
someone. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - It seems that a large
group is marching forward, and you must get in
step or be left behind. This is illusory. There are no
large groups of people, only individuals. And with
individuals, everything is negotiable.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - It’s unclear
whether you will be able to get what you want.
You’re also not so sure that you can force yourself
to want what you have instead. Stay open-minded.
Tomorrow brings a change. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You don’t have
to actually be brave to execute brave action. In fact,
most brave people are actually just people who have
a habit of mustering courage and following through. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - It’s better to be a
learner than to be learned. Learned people only
know about what already has happened. Learners are
constantly pushing into the future, their curiosity
leading the way. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - You may feel that
you’ve seen better days, but the best is yet to come.
Don’t discount this stage! The awkward in-between
phase can be quite beautiful if you relax into it. 
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JAY Z is being sued for
allegedly sampling Eddie
Bo’s 1969 single Hook
and Sling – Part 1 with-
out permission.
TufAmerica, the label
representing Bo, claims
that the sample appears
in Jay Z’s 2009 single
‘Run This Town’, which
also featured Rihanna
and co-producer Kanye
West.

The track was featured
on Jay Z’s 11th album,
The Blueprint 3, and was
a No 1 single in the UK.
TufAmerica, who have
owned the rights to the
track since 1996, are
seeking proceeds from
‘Run This Town’, damages
and a court order to halt
“further distribution and
exploitation” of the song.

Bo was a New Orleans
pianist whose records in-
corporated jazz, blues,
funk and soul. He died in
2009.

TufAmerica has a his-

tory of suing over copy-
right infringement, with
claims filed against the
Beastie Boys, Christina
Aguilera and West. West
also used a sample from
Hook and Sling – Part 1
on his 2010 album My
Beautiful Dark Twisted
Fantasy, according to
TufAmerica, who allege
that his labels paid a li-
censing fee, but “failed
and refused to enter into
written license agree-
ments that accounted for
their multiple other uses
of [the song]”.

In the Beastie Boys
case, the label claimed
the band’s albums
Licensed to Ill and Paul’s
Boutique used a Trouble
Funk sample without
permission. The Beastie
Boys denied the claim.

The lawsuit, filed in
New York, names Jay Z,
his label Roc-A-Fella
Records and several other
companies as defendants.

TOM Cruise has admit-
ted in a court deposi-
tion that Scientology
contributed to his split
from Katie Holmes.

The revelation was part
of a Sept. 9 deposition
taken in Los Angeles as
part of a lawsuit Cruise
filed against Bauer
Publishing. He’s suing for
$50 million over two
tabloid stories that
claimed he “abandoned”
the couple’s 7-year-old
daughter, Suri, after their
2012 divorce.

According to the deposi-
tion (a transcript of which
obtained by RadarOnline),
Cruise was asked by a
lawyer for Bauer if
Holmes left him to “pro-
tect” Suri from
Scientology.

“I find that question of-
fensive. ...There is no need
to protect my daughter
from my religion,” Cruise
responded.

But when he was asked
whether it was “one of the
reasons” Holmes left him,
Cruise responded, “That
was one of the assertions,
yes.” He also said “there
are many different other
[sic] aspects to the di-
vorce.”

The 51-year-old actor
also revealed Suri is no
longer practising
Scientology, and that his
children with Nicole
Kidman, Connor and
Isabella,have not had con-
tact with Holmes since
their split. Other parts of
the deposition focused on
Cruise’s relationship with
Suri and how long he’s
away from her. At one
point, the actor acknowl-

edged he did not see his
daughter for more than
100 days last year, from
Aug.4 until Thanksgiving.

“Unfortunately, in this
situation it was impossi-
ble,” he explained, citing a
“gruelling and ambitious”
shoot in London for the
film “Edge of Tomorrow,”
formerly titled “All You
Need Is Kill.”

Cruise said he’s worked
hard to develop a phone
relationship with his
young daughter.“You have
to work at it,” he told the

lawyer. “I’ve gotten very
good at it. I tell wonderful
stories and they like hear-
ing it.”

Questions also centred
on Suri’s first day of school
(had she asked him to be
there, Cruise said, he
would have tried to make
it happen) and why he was
able to fly from the U.S. to
London for a Scientology
event but did not make a
similar effort to see his
daughter, to which he
again cited his filming
commitments as well as

coordinating schedules
with his ex-wife.

“When a divorce occurs
things change. And it’s
more complicated... you
now have to ask for per-
mission and organise
schedules to make things
happen. So it wasn’t – it’s
not an ideal scene. It’s not
an ideal situation,” he
said, later adding, “What
doesn’t change is the love
I have for my daughter,
the fact that I didn’t aban-
don her emotionally, phys-
ically or otherwise.”

Tom Cruise admits
Scientology was factor in
Katie Holmes divorce

Jay Z sued for
alleged ‘Run This
Town’ sample

LADY GaGa has decided
that her next big per-
formance will be held in
outer space. According to
Us Weekly, the Mother
Monster is set to blast off
in a Virgin Galactic
spaceship and perform
one song during the Zero
G Colony high-tech mu-
sical festival in 2015.

Zero G Colony is a

three-day music festival
that will take place at
Spaceport America in
New Mexico.

GaGa’s performance in
space will take place on
the third day at dawn,
six months after the first
Virgin Galactic commer-
cial flight.

A source has told the
site that GaGa needs to

undergo one-month
vocal training prior to
the event to make sure
that her vocal cords can
handle all the changes in
atmospheric pressure.
GaGa has also report-
edly “taken out a ridicu-
lous life insurance pol-
icy”, just in case she gets
caught in the same situ-
ation as Sandra Bullock

in “Gravity”.
GaGa addressed the

news in a new tweet she
posted on Wednesday,
November 6.
“#GagaInSpace2015,”
wrote GaGa.

She further added:
“Find out if the rumours
are true 11.10 LIVE
from ARTPOP’s album
launch.”

KANYE West pled not
guilty to two misde-
meanour charges, bat-
tery and attempted
grand theft, against a
paparazzo. The rapper’s
attorney, Blair Berk,
submitted the plea at the
Airport courthouse on
Thursday, November 7.

Represented by Gloria
Allred, photographer
Danny Ramos sued West
in August, for an inci-
dent that happened in
July. “When Kanye West
attacked me, I was in
complete shock,” Ramos
said at a news confer-
ence Wednesday. “All I
had done was ask him a
question. I was terrified
when Kanye started to
come at me. I backed up
because I felt from the
look in his eyes, he was
going to attack me.”

Ramos claimed he sim-
ply wanted to talk to
West, who ignored him
at first before turning to-
wards him. “Then with-
out provocation, Mr.
West suddenly attacked
Danny, punching him

and attempting to wres-
tle Danny’s camera from
his hands,” Allred said.
The attorney added that
her client fell  on his
knees on the sidewalk
and was in such great
pain that he had to be
taken to hospital.

West was captured on
video wrestling the pho-
tographer. He was sued
for assault, battery, neg-
ligence and violation of
civil rights. However, the
case was declined for
felony prosecution after
several evidence were
presented and the video
was reviewed.
Attempted robbery
charge was also dis-
missed since Ramos did
not book the camera into
evidence, therefore it is
unknown whether it was
damaged.

Meanwhile, West’s rep-
resentatives have said
that the rapper was only
trying to prevent the
photographer from tak-
ing a picture. A pre-trial
hearing has been sched-
uled for January 23.

Kanye West pleads
not guilty in 
paparazzo scuffle

Lady GaGa to perform 
in outer space in 2015

Tom Cruise and his daughter Suri. 
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SUDOKU
NO.3323
RATING: MEDIUM

Yesterday’s Solution

Fill the grid so that every column, 
every row, and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9

There's no maths involved- you 
solve the puzzle with reasoning 
and logic

Solution tomorrow

Tips at www.sudoku.com
Comments or queries?
Direct them to
sudoku@barbadosadvocate.com

Bridge

Dear Jane, at the
beginning of this
year I met a man

who I fell head over
heels in love with.

He was such a pleas-
ant person when we
first started dating but
after a couple months in
the relationship I found
out that he cheated on
me and that took a toll
on my emotional well-
being. I decided to end
the relationship after 6
months, but here I am, 5
months later, still hurt.
I’m starting to believe I
can’t live without him.

I’m aware that he hurt
me before but I can’t
imagine life with any-
one else at this time. I
have forgiven him and I
want us to be together
again... I have lost
weight and neglected so
many of my responsibili-
ties because of this
heartbreak.

I’ve tried reaching out
to him but he never re-
turns my calls. I don’t
know what to do Jane.
Help me.

Stuck-Dia

Dear Stuck-Dia, I
think its best that
you leave that man
alone and take time
out to nurse your en-
tire being back to
health.

Just because you
want to get back to-
gether with this man
doesn’t mean he
wants the same thing
and its quite evident,
so quit while you’re
ahead.

Truthfully, you can
live without him.
You’ve been doing it
for many years prior
to his existence in
your life and you can

do it now that he is
no longer in it.

You just need to
take the first step
and realise that you
deserve better and
believe that there are
other fish in the sea
who can be a better
fit for you.

No one should have
this much control
over you to the point
that you put your life
on pause because of
their inability to re-
main loyal in a rela-
tionship.

While you’re there

losing weight and
pining over him, he’s
probably out there
living his life happily
and not thinking
about you.

Honestly, it is time
to accept that the re-
lationship is over and
pull yourself to-
gether.

You deserve better
and when the time is
right somebody
amazing will walk
into your life and this
guy will be a distant
memory.

JANE

Need Advice? 
Write to AskJane 

c/o Advocate Publishers 2000 Inc 
Fontabelle 
St. Michael

askjane@barbadosadvocate.com 

I don’t think 
I can live
without him
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By Petra Gooding

JUST six vessels will
take to the water 
to compete in the
United Insurance 
J24 Barbados Match
Racing Champion-
ships scheduled for
November 23-24 in
Carlisle Bay.

This is a reduction 
of two vessels over last
year’s championships
and the defending cham-
pion Mike Green of St.
Lucia will not be return-
ing with his boat, JCB.

However, competition
is still expected to be
fierce as the likes of
Williams Industries
Hawkeye, Isis and Banks
Esperanza will be bat-
tling it out in the pristine
waters of Carlisle Bay.
Team Hawkeye, which
finished second in last
year’s championship, won
the right to represent
Barbados at the ISAF
Nations Cup as the high-
est-placed Barbadian
team.

Greg Webster, of 
the Barbados Sailing

Association, noted that
even though they have a
smaller field than last

year, the competition 
is expected to be tight.
The winner of the

National Match Racing
Championships is eligi-
ble to represent Barbados

in any match racing com-
petition; a big incentive
for the sailors.

“This Championship 
is our doorway into 
international events.
Competition is tight be-
cause you want to be the
best in order to represent
Barbados as best you
can,” said Webster.

Robert Povey will 
be captaining Team
Hawkeye once again this
year and he certainly will
be hoping to improve on
last year’s second-place
finish. Isis with Nicholas
Lashley at the helm won
the first two editions of
the championships and
will certainly be a force 
to be reckoned with,
while Ian Mayers’ Banks
Esperanza has been sail-
ing quite well for 2013.

Neil Burke on Impulse
should also be a handful,
while the other vessels
are Glory Days captained
by Gus Reader and
Maxima with Jason
Tindale at the helm.

United Insurance is the
main sponsor once again
for the fourth year, while
Cidel and Earthworks
have also come on board
to support the event.
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SPORTSSPORTS

FANS will get an op-
portunity to meet their
favourite drivers up close
and personal when Race
1 host their second an-
nual Lime in conjunction
with E-Z Pave.

Drivers slated to be 
on hand are Paul “The
Surfer” Bourne, Kenrick
“Snappa” Husbands,
Dean Serroa, Cliff Roett,
Andrew Jones, Neil
Corbin, the Watson
Racing team, Kenny and
Kevin Cumberbatch,
Matthew ‘DMZ’ Forde,
Josh Read, Geoff Ullyett,
and Jamal Brathwaite.
The event runs from 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The event, which is
free of cost, will be held
today at the E-Z Pave
Car Park in Lower
Greys, Christ Church
and according to Jimmy
Gittens from Race 1, it is
an event where persons

can see the face that is
behind the helmets of
the cars, which so many
fans talk about.

Gittens stressed that it
was not an event where
the cars will  be the 
highlight, but where the

drivers who pilot those
cars get to mingle with
the many fans and an-
swer any questions they
may have.

At the media briefing,
E-Z Pave also revealed
that they will be spon-

soring a driver next year
in the Barbados Auto
Racing League and that
driver will  be Peter
Small.

As an added attrac-
tion, there will be some
guest appearances by

Porgie and Murda as
well as a band launch for
the St. Philip Carnival.
As part of the event, E-Z
Pave will be offering a
storewide sale as well as
re-introducing an oil to
the market called MAG1.

From right: Jimmy Gittens, from Race 1, speaking during the media briefing as E-Z Pave Manager, Anita Bascombe; Sales representative,
Adrian Harewood; Operations Manager, Gregory Ramsay; and driver, Peter Small, look on.

Race 1
offers
chance
to meet
drivers 

J24 Match Racing Championships
sails off later this month

From right: Greg Webster, of the Barbados Sailing Association, addresses those gathered for the press
launch of the United Insurance J24 Match Racing Championships yesterday. Also in the photo are
Underwriting Manager at United Insurance, Carl Norris; Amanda Lashley, VP Trust Services at Cidel; and
Steve Kern, Principal Race Umpire.

        



22 • Saturday November 9, 2013 The Barbados Advocate

DEFENDING champion
Graydon Sealy Secondary
will face Springer Memo-
rial Secondary in a big
show-down, when the
semi-finals of the Barba-
dos Secondary Schools
Netball League Under-19
Competition are held at
the Netball Stadium next
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Lodge
School will face Queen’s
College in the other semi-
final on Tuesday.

Graydon Sealy booked
its spot in the final after
defeating Combermere
School 37-29 in the quar-
ter-finals on Thursday
evening at the Netball
Stadium. The defending

champion was led by 25
goals from 27 attempts
from goal shoot Shonica
Wharton, while Alyssa
Bynoe scored 12 from 20
attempts. Combermere’s
goal attack Sheniqua
Thomas scored 22 from 30
attempts, while Donika
Payne scored seven from
17 attempts.

Springer Memorial
cruised into the semi-fi-
nals with a 44-23 victory
over Christ Church
Foundation.

Springer led from start
to finish, with goal attack
Khadija Domingo scoring
23 from 29, while goal
shoot Shakeillia Smith
scored 21 from 22 at-

tempts. Foundation goal
shoot Tyeisha Warner
scored 16 from 17, while
Brianna Holder scored
seven from 13 attempts.

Bruising win
Lodge School booked its

spot in the semi-finals
with a bruising 33-13 win
over Lester Vaughan
School. Goal attack
Trishan Deane scored 18
of 24 attempts, while
Simone Jemmott scored 15
from 29 for the Griffins.

Lester Vaughan used
three different shooters
but found the going tough.
Stephian Shepherd scored
six from seven, while
Nikita Browne scored four

of seven, and Lalani
Haddock scored three of
six.

Queen’s College dis-
missed St. Michael School
38-10 to advance to Tues-
day’s semi-finals. Goal at-
tack Vanessa Bobb scored
19 of 28, while Cheneque
Thomas scored 17 of 28
and Niara Forde two of
four.

The first semi-final be-
tween Graydon Sealy and
Springer Memorial will
begin at 3:15 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 12, at
the Neball Stadium. The
semi-final between
Queen’s College and the
Lodge School will begin at
3:45 p.m. (PG)

Graydon Sealy to face Springer 
Memorial in netball semis

By Corey Greaves

OVER 100 contestants
will grace the stage of
the Lester Vaughan
Secondary School next
Friday, for the National
Sports Council’s Tiger
Malt Mr Schoolboy
Bodybuilding and Miss
Body Fitness
Championships.

Vying for titles in 11
Divisions will be 118 con-
testants, as the largest
Junior bodybuilding and
fitness competition keeps
getting bigger each year.

Details for the show-
down at Lester Vaughan
School at 4:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, November 15, were
announced yesterday at a
media briefing at the
National Sports Council.

The competition will fea-
ture 14 Primary Schools,
16 Secondary Schools and
three Tertiary Institutions,
along with three guest
posers in the form of Mr.
Barbados and CAC Light
Heavyweight champion,
Stevenson Belle,
Antoinette Downie and
IFBB Fitness Pro and
Laron Gibson, a former
two time Mr School Boy.

Competitors from as
young as six years old are
on the competitors list,and
according to bodybuilding
coach Valance Humphrey,
the sport laid down a solid
foundation for the future of
bodybuilding, and it was
about more than muscles
and fitness, as it also pro-
motes self-esteem.

A new champion will be

crowned in the 9-11 Junior
Boys, with four-time win-
ner Keiza Goodman-Hinds
from George Lamming
moving on. This puts last
year’s second place fin-
isher Raheeim Fleming
from St. Paul’s Primary as
the favourite, but his
schoolmate Malik Cenac

will be looking to improve
as well from his sixth place
finish last year.

There are 12 competi-
tors in this category.

The 9-11 junior Girls
Bodybuilding features 14
competitors who will be
seeking the title. None
more so than Rowland

Kirton-Browne from Bay
Primary,who finished sec-
ond last year, and will be
looking to go one step fur-
ther this time around.

In the Upper Junior
Girls (12-15) Body Fitness,
Alexandra’s Sankara Price
will be returning to defend
her title. However, last

year’s runner-up,
Dominque Yorke from
Foundation, is also back
and will be hoping she has
the edge this time around.

DaQuon Jones from
Alexandra is also back to
defend his title in the
Upper Juniors 12-15 boys
bodybuilding. However

last year’s second place
Antone Carrington from
Alleyne and fifth place
Ision Fraser from Grant-
ley Adams are also back to
fight for the title.

Mary Fraser from St.
George is also back in the
girls’ bodybuilding in this
division to defend her title.

In the Miss Body Fitness
championship for Girls 16-
21, the Lodge School’s
Shaniqua Allamby is back
to defend her title once
again in a field of 17 com-
petitors.

Her task will not be
made any easier, with
Shaneekia Yard from
Samuel Jackman Prescod
Polytechnic and Kenisha
Cumberbatch from the
O’Level Institute – who
place fourth and fifth last
year – also returning to
have another go at the
title.

Three of the top five fin-
ishers for Mr Schoolboy in
2012 are returning once
again, which will make
this battle another tough
race.

Shaquile Lavine (Metro-
politan High) placed sec-
ond on three occasions,but
will be hoping he can carry
off the top prize this time
around.

However, last year’s
third place finisher,
Myekelti Clarke from the
Barbados Community
College, will also be mak-
ing his bid for the title, as
well as Renico Whittaker
from the Vocational
Training Board and SJPP,
who was fifth last year.

Mr School Boy and Miss Body Fitness
Showdown next Friday

Sending a message to his rivals, Shaquile Lavine (centre) said he has been training hard and is looking to
carry off the title this year, as he shows NSC director, Erskine King (left), and category manager of Banks
Holdings, Shelly Phillip,s some of the poses they will see during the competition.

ANDY MURRAY says
Viktor Troicki and Marin
Cilic were “unprofessio-
nal” for the actions which
led to them being banned
for doping offences.

Serbia’s Troicki is serv-
ing a one-year suspension
for failing to undergo a
blood test in Monte Carlo
in April,while Cilic of Cro-
atia served a four-month
ban for ingesting a prohib-
ited substance contained
in supplements bought by
his mother from a chemist
in Monte Carlo.

Wimbledon champion
Murray believes there “al-

most has to be zero toler-
ance” so that players do
not think they can get
away with cheating, and
so the sport can regain the
public’s trust.

The British number one
says players need to know
the rules, and that there
can be “no excuses” for ac-
cidentally taking a sub-
stance on the banned list.

“Whether either player
was intentionally cheating
or not,we don’t know that,
and I don’t think either of
them are like that – but
both of them were un-
professional,” said Murray.

Andy Murray: Viktor
Troicki and Marin
Cilic unprofessional
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COACH of the West In-
dies Under-19 Team,
Roddy Estwick, says
the upcoming tour of
Bangladesh will be a
test of his team’s pro-
gress and development.

The West Indies played
against Bangladesh in
Guyana last month, in a
hard-fought seven-match
series, which the visitors
won 4-3.The Windies were

at one stage trailing 1-3,
but rebounded to win
back-to-back matches, be-
fore losing the final game.

They will now make a
trip to Bangladesh, from
December 1 to 21, where
they will play another se-
ries of seven matches.

Both teams are prepar-
ing for the International
Cricket Council’s Under-
19 World Cup, which will

be played in the United
Arab Emirates in Febru-
ary, 2013.

“This team is a work in
progress, and we will look
to continue to work and
look to continue to build.
The fitness and the
strength are areas we need
to work on as well. All the
players have programmes
which they are working
on, and we believe we will

have a better showing over
in Bangladesh,” Estwick
told WICB Media.

“We are building blocks
towards the World Cup
and we are looking at ways
to improve. Bangladesh
will be a gauge as to where
we are. We are trying to
get a unit going, and we
are trying to build team
spirit and camaraderie
and to have the players
understand their roles and
responsibilities.”

During the recent series,
the West Indies used 17
players on a rotational
basis. Estwick said the six
fast bowlers – right-arm-
ers Marquino Mindley,
Ray Jordan, Jofra Archer
and Alzarri Joseph; along
with left-armer Preston
McSween and Jerome
Jones – were most impres-
sive.

“We have a very good
crop of fast bowlers and
this is good for West Indies
cricket.We were playing in
spinner-friendly condi-
tions, but I felt the fast
bowlers really stood out,”
Estwick said.

“Jordan and Archer have
very good pace; Mindley
and McSween get the ball

to swing a lot, while Jones
did a bit more with the ball
both ways and got a hat-
trick. The young 16-year-
old Alzarri Joseph is tall
and he gets good bounce
and carry and has a very
good off-cutter – so these
were all very good signs.
They are all different and
all bowled very well.”

Estwick said there was
work to be done in the bat-
ting department.

“We only batted 50 overs
once and that was on a
very good pitch at Albion
in Berbice. The ground-
staff there should be con-
gratulated for preparing a
fantastic surface.The bat-
ting is a key area where
we need to improve quick-
ly and we will be working
on that during this upcom-
ing trip,” Estwick said.

“The bowling was really
good and the fielding was
good as well. We had our
moment where we played
some really good cricket –
but everyone was disap-
pointed to lose the series in
the end.”

Estwick added: “The fo-
cal point is the World Cup
coming up early next year,
and we want to make sure

we are ready and fully pre-
pared when we go there.
Therefore, that makes this
upcoming trip to
Bangladesh an important
one, as we believe we will
be playing in similar condi-
tions to those we are likely
to encounter in the UAE.”

Tour Schedule – December
2013

Monday, 2nd: Arrive in Dhaka
Thursday, 5th: Warm-up
match – Sylhet or Chittagong
Saturday, 7th: 1st ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Sylhet or Chittagong
Monday, 9th: 2nd ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Sylhet or Chittagong
Thursday, 12th: 3rd ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Sylhet or Chittagong
Friday, 13th: 4th ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Sylhet or Chittagong
Monday, 16th: 5th ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Dhaka
Wednesday, 18th: 6th ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Dhaka
Friday, 20th: 7th ODI vs
Bangladesh Under-19 –
Dhaka
Saturday, 21st: Depart
Dhaka

Estwick promises Under-19s will be ready
for test in Bangladesh

A DRAMATIC batting col-
lapse after tea, under the
pressure of high quality
swing bowling from
Mohammad Shami, sent
West Indies crashing to an
innings and 51-run defeat
in the first Test against
India yesterday.

Captain Darren Sammy
summed up the loss as
quite disappointing, espe-
cially as the West Indies
had come to India hell
bent on proving they could
swim with the big fish.

“We are a much better
team than how we played.
Much credit must go to
India with the way they
used the old ball, especial-
ly the débutante Shami; I
think he got the ball re-
versing quite well,” said
Sammy.

The West Indies are
coming off of six wins
against Bangladesh and
New Zealand, teams that
many pundits in the Ca-
ribbean believe are still
some ways off beating the
West Indies. But the

crushing innings defeat by
India yesterday may have
proven the naysayers
right.

None of the Windies
batsman looked safe at the
crease once Shami re-
turned after the break for
a third spell from the High
Court End (south),and got
the ball to reverse swing
prodigiously, as the visi-
tors were all out for 168 in
their second innings about
20 minutes before the
scheduled close on the
third day at Eden Gar-
dens.

“Our batsmen were not
patient enough starting
with me from the top. I re-
member in the pre-match
saying that hopefully the
Indian batsmen would
play a lot of shots, but it
seems it was our batsmen
who wanted to play loose
shots. We have a lot to
think about, but all is not
lost.We have the final Test
in Mumbai and we have to
come back much stronger
than what we showed over

the last three days,” said
Sammy.

A handful of the West
Indies’ batsmen got starts,
but no one carried on –
Darren Bravo’s 37 was the
top score, Kieran Powell
made 36, Chris Gayle hit
33 and Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul was not out on 31
– as Shami collected 5-47
from 13.1 overs to finish
with the second-best
match figures by an Indi-
an on Test debut of 9-118
and off-spinner Ravichan-
dran Ashwin captured 3-
46 off 19 overs.

“I think as a batting
group we have not batted
well at all. A lot of rash
shots were played; a lot of
irresponsible shots.We are
not occupying the crease
and Test cricket is about
being patient,” said Sam-
my.

The victory gave India a
1-0 lead in the two-Test se-
ries, with the final match
starting next Thursday at
the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai. (PG)

Disappointing!

Shane Shillingford was bowled out for a duck

Mohammed Shami takes off after bowling Darren Sammy.
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DALE STEYN had just two
overs left. Between him and
AB de Villiers they decided
to station a third man for
Umar Akmal. On cue, the
Pakistan gloveman tried to
heave a full delivery over
midwicket but got a leading
edge to where South Africa
had placed their tallest man.
Morne Morkel judged the
catch perfectly, avoiding the
boundary and grabbing the
ball. For Pakistan, that

should have been a
minor setback.

Three balls later,
Misbah-ul-Haq tried 
to take Steyn on. He
aimed where Akmal
had been trying to go
but he did not strike
the ball cleanly. AB de
Villiers came in from
the boundary to take
the catch. And two
balls after that, Saeed
Ajmal attempted a
pull to a good length
ball, missed and saw
his stumps shattered.

In the space of an
over, Dale Steyn had

racked up his best bowling fig-
ures in ODI cricket. Pakistan
had gone from 228 for 5 to 231
for 8 and the series was settled.

Six balls was all it took 
to undo the hard graft by
Pakistan’s opening pair, who
put on their second successive
stand of fifty-plus, and the 
effort of the debutant Sohaib
Maqsood, who put his seniors
to shame with an innings un-
derlined by confidence and
crafted with good technique. Six
balls was all it took to ensure
Pakistan run of two years and
nine months without a success-
ful chase of over 250 extended
another day. And six balls was
all it took to ensure South
Africa’s record of never having
been defeated by Pakistan in a
bilateral series intact.

The series scoreline as it
stands now – 3-1 in favour of
South Africa – is an accurate 
reflection of where the teams
stand. Both have improved from
the first match, when they made
scoring 200 seem a task akin to
climbing Everest, but South
Africa’s progress has acceler-
ated past Pakistan, particularly

in the batting department.
It has taken Quinton de Kock

nine ODIs to produce the im-
pact performance that suggests
he belongs at this level but he
delivered in a way that reflects
his own growth. Having come
on to the scene with a worrying
looseness outside of the offs-
tump and weakness against
spin, he had done a lot of work
and it showed.

De Kock had the advantage
of Hashim Amla’s experience in
the opening passage of play and
Amla was seen offering advice
when run-scoring was difficult
for de Kock early on. Amla 
asserted his authority over
Mohammad Irfan and took the
pressure off de Kock, who al-
most succumbed to it when he
flashed to Mohammad Hafeez
at slip on two but was dropped,
to allow the younger batsman

to play himself in.
De Kock’s footwork

helped him handle
Pakistan’s spinners with
much more ease than he
has done in the past and
he rotated strike with
AB de Villiers well. He
gave South Africa a
platform from which
they could aim for a
total of over 270.

Pakistan almost
dragged South
Africa back when

they took three
wickets in
four overs
but their
seamers
lacked con-
trol at the
beginning
and end 
of the in-

nings while
Ajmal went

wicketless for the
first time in 10 matches. They
conceded 45 runs in the last five

overs, leaving their batsmen
with a tough task.

Ahmed Shehzad and Hafeez
seemed up for it. They battled
through a lean early period,
scoring only eight runs in the
first five overs, before breaking
the shackles. Shehzad, as he has
been throughout the series,
drove, cut and pulled well.
Hafeez was more tentative and
more streaky, getting a few runs
off the edge, but showed good
patience.

After Shehzad’s run-out – a
result of not grounding his bat
– Hafeez should have taken
some responsibility but played
for a legspinner as Imran Tahir
got one to go straight on and
was bowled. Lonwabo Tsotsobe
deceived Asad Shafiq with extra
bounce and Pakistan had lost
three wickets in 15 deliveries to
teeter on the brink of collapse.

Maqsood and Misbah put on
88 for the fourth wicket with
the debutant showing his hard-
hitting ability and Misbah con-
tinually moving across his
stumps to his the ball behind
square. They took on Tahir in
particular but hit the South
African seamers off their lines.
Even though Pakistan had to
chase at more than seven to the
over, the target was not out of
their sights.

De Villiers made astute bowl-
ing changes and brought Steyn
back on in the second over of
the Powerplay. Maqsood tried to
take him on but was well caught
by de Villiers at mid-on. From
there, Morkel applied pressure,
giving away only two runs in
his eighth over and Pakistan
had to attack Steyn.

Their plan of sending Sohail
Tanvir up the order did not
work and then they went into
free fall. They lost five wickets
for 10 runs, which leaves
Monday’s final match in
Sharjah a dead rubber.

THE PCB and CSA have 
agreed to a Memorandum of
Understanding that will in-
crease cricketing ties between
the two countries. Pakistan will
tour South Africa later this
month, filling a void left by
India’s truncated visit, and the
boards have now signalled their
intention to co-operate further
after a meeting between Najam
Sethi, the interim PCB chair-
man, and the CSA chief execu-
tive, Haroon Lorgat, in Abu
Dhabi.

The arrangement could see
more Pakistani players taking
part in South Africa’s domestic
competitions. Sethi said that it
was time for the PCB “to stand
with CSA”, while Lorgat wel-
comed Pakistan’s decision to
come to South Africa for three
ODIs and two T20s in
November, following the ongo-
ing meeting between the two
teams in the UAE.

“[The] ideal thing would be for
us is to play a series at home but
unfortunately for various rea-
sons that is not possible,” Sethi
said.“It’s important for our play-
ers at the national and Under-19
levels to play internationally
and I am very keen to support
that, so when the opportunity
came along, although it’s a tight
time frame, it was time for us to
stand with CSA.We don’t end up
making too much money but we
don’t lose anything and our boys
get to play South Africa in South
Africa, which is very exciting.”

Pakistan have already toured
South Africa once this year and
their players could gain further
experience of the conditions by
turning out for the franchises.
Sohail Tanvir has been a suc-
cessful recruit for the Lions over
the past two seasons and his 
international team-mates may
now follow in his footsteps.

Pakistan has not hosted a 
series since terrorist attacks on
a Sri Lanka team bus in 2009,
limiting the team’s game time,
although they have been suc-
cessful playing in the Emirates.
Pakistan players have also been
excluded from the IPL in that
period, after the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks, but Sethi ex-
pressed a hope that this situa-
tion may be reversed.

“Our players will also play in
South African domestic cricket
and that will give them more
cricket,”he said.“I have talked to
Lorgat, he has promised me to
encourage our players to play in
their local leagues.My concern is
that our players should play in
India in the IPL and in county
cricket, we want to do that. If
they let our players in the 
local leagues then it will give
them good outing and good 
education.”

Quinton de Kock made his maiden international hundred to take
South Africa to a competitive total.

Mohammad Hafeez played the wrong line against Imran Tahir.

PCB and
CSA to
increase ties

South Africa
take series after
see-saw game
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EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. – Running back
David Wilson’s second
season with the New York
Giants is over and his ca-
reer might be in doubt be-
cause of a neck injury.

The Giants placed their
2012 first-round draft
pick on season-ending 
injured reserve on
Thursday, roughly a
month after he was hurt
against the Eagles.

Wilson sustained a her-
niated disk and tests
showed some narrowing
of his spinal column. An
examination on Monday
showed improvement in
the herniation, but not
enough to let him play.

Coach Tom Coughlin
does not think that
Wilson will need surgery.

Still, there is concern.
Giants defensive end

Mathias Kiwanuka had a
similar injury in 2010,
sparking concern about
his career. His injury
healed with time and he
returned and played a big
role in the Giants’ 2011
Super Bowl season.

Wilson was handed the
Giants’ starting job at
halfback after Ahmad
Bradshaw was released
after last season. He lost
two fumbles in the sea-
son opener at Dallas and
struggled most of the 
season playing behind a
revamped offensive line.
He finished with 44 car-
ries for 146 yards and a

touchdown.
The Giants also placed

defensive tackle Shaun
Rogers (knee) on injured
reserve. The team ac-
tivated running back
Andre Brown from re-
callable injured reserve
and defensive tackle
Markus Kuhn from the
reserve/physically unable
to perform list.

Brown was expected to
be Wilson’s backup this
season, but he broke his
left leg in the preseason
finale against New
England. He is expected
to be active for Sunday’s
game against Oakland,
sharing the load with
Peyton Hillis and
Brandon Jacobs.

Brown rushed for 385
yards and a team-high
eight touchdowns last
season.

Rogers had nine tack-
les as a backup before
being hurt against
Minnesota on October 21.
The 13-year veteran
spent the 2012 season on
injured reserve after de-
veloping a blood clot in
his leg.

A seventh-round draft
choice in 2012, Kuhn
played in 10 games with
one start as a rookie. He
had 14 tackles (seven
solo) and three passes 
defended before tearing
his anterior cruciate 
ligament in a game on
November 11 against
Cincinnati.

MINNEAPOLIS – The
Minnesota Vikings
found a way to stop
Robert Griffin III 
and the Washington
Redskins, showing
late resolve after a 
series of final-minute
collapses.

Adrian Peterson ran for
75 yards and two touch-
downs, and the Vikings
forced Griffin into three
straight incompletions
from the 4 to hold on 
for a 34-27 victory on
Thursday night.

After losing three
games this year in the

final minute, the Vikings
finally pulled one out.

“There were many
times during the course
of that game where they
could’ve gone, ‘Oh, no,
here we go again,’” coach
Leslie Frazier said.

Christian Ponder went
17 for 21 for 174 yards
with two touchdowns 
and an interception for
Minnesota before leaving
late in the third quarter
with a dislocated shoul-
der on his non-throwing
left arm. John Carlson
had seven catches for 98
yards and a touchdown

and rookie Cordarrelle
Patterson also had a 
scoring reception for the
Vikings (2-7).

“We just played the
way we were supposed
to,” Ponder said. “We exe-
cuted like an NFL team
is supposed to, especially
a 10-6 playoff team like
we were last year. We re-
ally needed that, to help
out with our confidence,
and now that’s our expec-
tation for the rest of the
year.”

Griffin was 24 for 37 for
281 yards, three touch-
downs and no turnovers

for the Redskins (3-6),
who led 27-14 early in the
third quarter. He also ran
seven times for 44 yards,
but the Vikings took him
down for four sacks for 39
yards in the second half
including 2 1/2 by Kevin
Williams.

The Redskins commit-
ted eight penalties for 
63 yards.

“You can’t do that,”
Redskins coach Mike
Shanahan said. “You’ve
got to keep your poise.
You make mistakes like
that and so often it will
cost you the game.”

DAVIE, Fla. – Miami
Dolphins tackle Jonathan
Martin will meet late next
week in Los Angeles with
the NFL’s special investi-
gator to discuss allegations
in the team’s harassment
scandal, a person familiar
with the situation said yes-
terday.

The person confirmed
the upcoming meeting to
The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the league and team
haven’t announced the de-
tails of the investigation.

Meeting with Martin
will be Ted Wells, a senior
partner in a New York law
firm with experience in
sports cases.Wells was ap-
pointed on Wednesday by

NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell to investigate pos-
sible misconduct in the
Dolphins’ workplace and
prepare a report that will
be made public.

Dolphins guard Richie
Incognito was suspended
in the wake of allegations
by Martin, who is with 
his family in California to
undergo counselling for
emotional issues. Wells is
investigating whether
Incognito harassed or bul-
lied Martin, and whether
their teammates and the
organisation mishandled
the matter.

Incognito has long been
regarded as among the
NFL’s dirtiest players,and
has had brushes with the

law. A police report that
surfaced on Thursday said
a female volunteer at a
Dolphins charity golf 
tournament in May 2012
complained that Incognito
harassed her. According 
to the report filed in 
the Miami suburb of
Aventura, the woman said
Incognito touched her 
inappropriately with his
golf club, leaned close to
her as if dancing and then
emptied bottled water in
her face.

Incognito was not
charged. The Dolphins 
declined to comment yes-
terday.

The Dolphins (4-4) will
play for the first time since
the scandal broke on

Monday night at Tampa
Bay (0-8). At least 75 re-
porters and cameramen
tracking the case were 
in the locker room after
Thursday’s practice, but
receiver Brian Hartline
said the scrutiny won’t
prevent the team from
playing well.

“It almost heightens
your awareness,” he said.
“You know it’s going to
take away from your focus,
so it does the exact oppo-
site. You overcompensate
to make sure you stay
aware of the game.”

Dolphins players 
have robustly defended
Incognito, praising his 
loyalty and leadership
even though he’s now a

notorious national vil-
lain. They’ve been less 
passionate in their sup-
port of Martin, saying he
and Incognito behaved 
like best friends.

While Martin has been a
starter since the first game
of his rookie season, he 
developed a reputation in
the NFL for lacking tough-
ness. That impression
might have been rein-
forced by the way he 
handled his issues with
Incognito, current and for-
mer teammates acknowl-
edge.

“A lot of people might
look at Jonathan Martin
and think that he’s soft 
because he stepped away
from the game, and say,

‘Why don’t you just fight
him?’” said Seattle
Seahawks receiver Doug
Baldwin, who played with
Martin at Stanford. “Well,
if you look at it with 
common sense and being
logical, what options did
Jonathan Martin have?

“He could fight Richie
Incognito.He could go and
tell on the players, which
we know in the football
locker room doesn’t go over
too well. Or he could re-
move himself from the sit-
uation and let the proper
channels take care of itself.
And I think he made the
intelligent, smart choice
without putting himself or
Richie Incognito’s physical
abilities in danger.”

Miami Dolphins guard Richie Incognito (68) (centre left) and tackle Jonathan Martin (71) (centre right), sit
on the bench in the second half of an NFL game.

Jonathan Martin to meet with NFL investigator

Vikings rally to beat Skins New York Giants’
David Wilson
placed on
injured reserve
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REAL MADRID coach
Carlo Ancelotti has hit
back at Mesut Ozil in the
wake of the Arsenal mid-
fielder’s comments that
the Italian was one of the
main reasons behind his
decision to leave the Liga
giant during the summer.

The Germany interna-
tional recently stated that
he left Madrid because he
felt Ancelotti did not be-

lieve in him.
However, the former

PSG boss has insisted that
the 25-year-old opted to
move on due to the stiff
competition for places in-
stead. “Ozil wasn’t com-
fortable. I knew he’d been
speaking with another
club,because he wanted to
leave,”Ancelotti told Onda
Cero. “Mesut understood
that he had competition,

that he wouldn’t be able to
play every game, and ‘I’m
off’ was his answer.

“I prefer to have [Angel]
Di Maria for the team’s
balance.Di Maria is better
than Ozil for group dy-
namics.”

Ancelotti then went on
to voice his opinion that
Cristiano Ronaldo de-
serves to win the FIFA
Ballon d’Or, following his
fine performances this
year.

Madrid coach: Ozil left because
he feared competition

MADRID – Having
sealed their place in the
Champions League last
16 with two games to
spare, and Lionel Messi
returning to something
near his best, Barcelo-
na are eagerly awaiting
tomorrow’s La Liga
clash with Real Betis
(20:00 GMT).

Messi ended a mini goal
drought with a double in
Wednesday’s 3-1 Group H
win at home to AC Milan,
and the Argentine World
Player of the Year will be
looking to put a run of four
domestic outings for the
unbeaten leaders without
scoring behind him, when
struggling Betis visit the
Nou Camp.

The 26-year-old, whose
season has been disrupted
by a couple of minor mus-
cle injuries, delighted his
adoring fans when he

smashed in a penalty after
30 minutes,and sent them
into ecstasy when he
dashed through the mid-
dle and scored with a
trademark dinked effort
seven minutes from time.

Talk of a Messi crisis
dominated the build-up to
the game, but his record
this term is one most play-
ers could only dream of –
six goals in three Champi-
ons League appearances
and eight in 10 La Liga
outings.

“I’m calm about the recu-
peration,” Messi said on
the UEFA website on
Thursday.

“I’m getting my rhythm
back bit by bit and I think
it really helps to have 90
minutes, then another 90
minutes, back to back, so
that I can gradually re-es-
tablish the tempo and the
form I had before.” “This

time there have been two
injuries really close to-
gether and that kind of im-
pact you do notice. But I’m
definitely getting past it
and I’m happy with my
form.”

Seville-based Betis, who
play at Portuguese side
Guimaraes in the Europa
League later on Thursday,
are mired down in 18th
place in the table,with just
over a quarter of the sea-
son played and pressure
has been mounting on
coach Pepe Mel.

Barca, by contrast, have
dropped only two points –
in a 0-0 draw at Osasuna
last month – and are a
point clear of second-
placed Atletico Madrid,
who play at Villarreal to-
morrow (18:00).

Barca’s arch rivals, Real
Madrid, are a further five
points back in third, and

host fellow Champions
League participants Real
Sociedad today (15:00).

Physical demands
Real and Atletico are

also through to the Cham-
pions League knockout
round, although Real’s 2-2
draw at Group B rivals
Juventus on Tuesday
again exposed the defen-
sive frailties that have
marked many of the per-
formances this season.

Resurgent under Argen-
tine coach Diego Simeone,
Atletico swept Austria
Vienna aside 4-0 at the
Calderon on Wednesday to
record their fourth victory
in as many games and seal
top spot in Group G.

Real coach Carlo Ance-
lotti has a fearsome attack
at his disposal, led by pro-
lific Portugal forward
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Betis next victims on the
block for Messi’s Barca

PREMIER League leaders
Arsenal will be looking to
cement their title creden-
tials as they travel to Old
Trafford to face defending
champions Manchester
United tomorrow after-
noon.

Arsene Wenger’s Arse-
nal (8-1-1) opened with a
loss to Aston Villa, but
have not looked back,
racking up 25 points to
open a five-point gap atop
the table. A shock mid-
week 1-0 win away at last
season’s Champions
League finalists, Borussia
Dortmund, also saw the
Gunners go top of their
daunting European group,
sending them into tomor-
row’s crunch match brim-
ming with confidence.

Massive game
However, Arsenal have

a terrible recent record
against United, winning
just one of their last 12

meetings in all competi-
tions. A 1-0 win at Old
Trafford in 2006 is also the
Gunners’ only Premier
League win at the ground
in the last 11 years.United
striker Wayne Rooney
queried Arsenal’s title
chances ahead of tomor-
row’s game,but midfielder
Aaron Ramsey believes
his side will be confident of
proving a point.

“It is going to be another
massive game – this was
always going to be a big
week for us and we could-
n’t have got off to a better
start. Hopefully, now we
can go to Old Trafford and
finish the job off,” said an
in-form Ramsey after scor-
ing the winner in Germa-
ny.

“It would be massive to
beat United. We are feel-
ing really confident at the
moment and we’re in good
form in the league, so why
not go there and win?

Arsenal-Manchester
United big game ahead

BAYERN MUNICH host
FC Augsburg today, look-
ing to record a historic
37th consecutive Bundes-
liga game without defeat.

Pep Guardiola’s side
have already equalled the
36-match sequence put to-
gether by Hamburg in
1982-83.

“We will try to play as
good as possible [on
Saturday],” said Guardi-
ola. “I’m content and opti-
mistic for the game.”

Bayern are one point
clear of Borussia Dort-
mund at the top of the
standings.

Guardiola inherited a
25-game unbeaten streak
from his predecessor Jupp
Heynckes and has led
Bayern to nine wins and
two draws this season.

The German club will be
without influential mid-
fielder Bastian Schwein-
steiger, who needs to have
another operation on his

right ankle after compli-
cations arose following the
first operation in June.

“I feel very sad for him
[Schweinsteiger], because
he has helped us very
much so far,” added
Guardiola.

“He has played with
problems within his ankle
joint.That is many games
not in top condition, but
he knows of our situation
in the midfield, with no
players.”

Bayern looking to top record
for consecutive wins

Lionel Messi

Arsene Wenger
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LONDON – Bernie
Ecclestone defended
himself Wednesday at
the High Court in
London against allega-
tions he made a “cor-
rupt” payment to pro-
tect his position run-
ning Formula One.

Former F1 shareholder
Constantin Medien, a
German media company,
is suing Ecclestone and
other defendants for up to
US$144 million, claiming
F1 was undervalued at the
time the BayernLB bank
sold its stake.

Ecclestone is accused of
making a “corrupt bar-
gain” with BayernLB’s
Gerhard Gribkowsky,pay-
ing US$44 million to en-
sure the bank’s 47 per cent
stake was sold in 2005 to a
buyer of Ecclestone’s choo-
sing, investment group
CVC Capital Partners.

In the second week of
the civil trial, the 82-year-
old Ecclestone gave evi-
dence for the first time in
person on Wednesday, and
disputed giving conflicting
statements after the pay-
ment emerged in 2011.

“I paid (Gribkowsky) be-
cause I said I was being
‘shaken down,”’ Ecclestone
said, later adding:“I wasn’t
prepared to take the risk.”

Claiming he never made
any secret of the payment,
Ecclestone said he gave
Gribkowsky 10 million
pounds (now US$16 mil-
lion) because he was threa-
tened by the banker that
his tax arrangements
could be reported to the
British authorities.“He in-
ferred he could and proba-
bly would, I’m not sure (he
didn’t),”Ecclestone said.“I

have a massive tax inquiry
at the moment.”

No further detail of that
inquiry was provided.

‘Consultancy package’
Ecclestone’s legal team

maintains that a “consul-
tancy package” was paid
to Gribkowsky,who has al-
ready been jailed in Ger-
many for 8 1/2 years for
taking the payment. A
German court is still de-
ciding whether Ecclestone
will stand trial on charges
of bribery and incitement
to breach of trust.

Under cross-examina-
tion in London,Ecclestone
said he finds it easier to
pay someone off when
threatened rather than re-
porting blackmail at-
tempts to the police.

Ecclestone said that
would be the case if he was
blackmailed over an affair.

Ecclestone, who spoke
quietly and often banged
the desk as he grew in-
creasingly frustrated with
questioning, claimed one
of his daughters this week
paid someone off “who
made up some rubbish” to
end the matter.

Ecclestone takes the
stand in F1 payment case

ST.SIMONS ISLAND,Ga.
– The PGA Championship
and The Players Champi-
onship will share the dis-
tinction of having golf ’s
richest tournament next
year, by offering US$10
million in prize money.

In a new spirit of co-op-
eration, PGA Tour Com-
missioner, Tim Finchem,
and PGA of America
President,Ted Bishop, an-
nounced the purse in-
creases Wednesday. That
marks a 25 per cent in-
crease for the PGA Cham-
pionship,making its purse
the largest of the four ma-
jors. It was US$8 million
this year.

The Players Champion-
ship for years had the
largest purse – US$9.5
million this year.

The announcement at
Sea Island was part of a
new collaboration between
two groups that once were
part of the same organisa-
tion. Arnold Palmer and
Jack Nicklaus were largely
responsible in 1968 for
tournament players break-
ing away from the PGA of
America,because they felt
it was more concerned
with the club pro business.

Finchem said the idea
was for them to work to-
gether toward a common
goal of growing the game.

He said the PGA Tour
would run public service
announcements during its
televised events to high-
light PGA of America pro-
grammes, such as “Get
Golf Ready.” It also plans to
feature PGA professionals
in its weekly television
shows and use PGA pros
at tournaments to give
clinics.

Bishop noted that Ryder
Cup points are being
awarded during the fall to
honour the PGA Tour’s
new wraparound season.

“There’s probably never
been a better time of col-
laboration and co-opera-
tion between our two or-
ganisations since the PGA
Tour and PGA of America
split back in 1968,”Bishop
said. “I think that in a lot
of ways, we’re just begin-
ning to scratch the surface
in ways that we can really
impact the game positively
when we work together.”

It also could give the two
organisations a stronger
voice over proposed rules
changes.

Both of them were op-
posed to the ban on an-
chored putters earlier this
year. The U.S. Golf Associ-
ation and Royal & Ancient
Golf Club eventually ap-
proved a new rule banning
the way long putters are
anchored,starting in 2016.

“I would hope that to-
gether we combine for a
powerful voice in saying
that as changes are imple-
mented in the future, they
need to align with what’s
positive for the growth of
the game and the business
of the game,” Bishop said.

Bishop argued that ban-
ning the way long putters
are used will drive people
away from golf.

Finchem said all golf or-
ganisations need to work
together, understanding
there’ll be disagreements.

“The fact that we didn’t
agree on an issue this past
year-and-a-half should not
temper in any way our en-
thusiasm for collabora-
tion,”Finchem said.“So we
hadn’t really looked at it
from that perspective of
having a stronger position,
because who knows? We
may not agree ourselves
on something like a rule.”

Purse to US$10 million for 
PGA Championship, Players

LONDON – A union repre-
senting British sportsmen
and women has launched
legal action in Switzer-
land, to try to ensure more
sympathetic treatment for
athletes caught using
recreational drugs.

The Professional Players
Federation (PPF), which
has more than 15 000
members across soccer,

golf, rugby union and
cricket, is challenging
moves by the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) to
punish offenders in the
same way, irrespective of
whether they had used
performance-enhancing or
recreational drugs.

The PPF said the focus
should be on trying to help
sports stars who take

drugs like cocaine and
cannabis.

‘Duty of care’
“Sport and WADA has a

‘duty of care’ to provide ap-
propriate support and
treatment rather than just
ruin players’ lives and ca-
reers with draconian two-
year bans that prevent
athletes even training,”

PPF General Secretary Si-
mon Taylor said.

The PPF noted that a
clause allowing for lesser
penalties and a focus on re-
habilitation for recreatio-
nal drug abuse had been
dropped from the latest
version of the new WADA
anti-doping code.

Its lawyers have asked
the Swiss courts to review

the code before it can be
approved at a conference
in Johannesburg next
week. The WADA execu-
tive committee falls under
the jurisdiction of Swiss
law.

WADA’s main media
spokesman, who is based
in the Canadian city of
Montreal, was not avail-
able for comment.

UK players want lighter penalties for recreational drugs

Former F1 shareholder
Constantin Medien, a
German media company,
is suing Ecclestone and
other defendants for up
to US$144 million,
claiming F1 was under-
valued at the time the
BayernLB bank sold its
stake.

 



REAL ESTATE

LET’S BUILD YOUR HOME, get your
money back in 8 years.

Tel: 831-0936

FOR SALE

LOTS

Mount Standfast, St. James-
6128 sq ft - $250,000.00

St Lucy

Building lots 4,500 sq. ft. to
5,300 sq. ft.
$90,000.00 to $110,000.00

Lowthers, Christ Church 4,712
sq,ft $125,000.00

Fortesque, St. Philip
5,927 sq. ft.
$125,000.00

Durants, Christ Church
5,650 sq. ft.
$185,000.00

Pilgrim Place, Christ Church
11,976 sq. ft.
$240,000.00

Clermont, St. Michael
10,500 sq. ft.
$315,000.00

PROPERTIES

Bournes Village St. George
Ground floor 2- 2 bedroom 1
bathroom apartments
First floor 1- 2 bedroom 1
bathroom apartment    3,191 sq.
ft $471,000.00 

Bushy Park, St. Philip
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathroom
Newly construction house -
5,131 sq.ft $425,000.00

One and Two Bedroom
Apartments -  Boarded Hall,
Green, St. George - Prices  from
$228,800.00 - $461,900.00

Appleby Gardens, St. James
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bathroom
house - 8,333 sq.ft $755,000.00

Casuarina Estate, St. Philip
6,385 sq. ft.
$525,000.00

Pilgrim Place, Christ Church
6 Bedroom, 4 bathroom building
on 3 floors  18,932 sq. ft.
$715,000.00

Maxwell, Christ Church
2 Storey - Apartment Building
4 Apartments and 1 Townhouse -
8,942 sq.ft $1.3 Million

CONDOMINIUM

Flamboyant Avenue, Sunset
Crest, St. James One Bedroom-
One Bathroom $300,000.00

APARTMENTS

2 apts at Sea grape Drive, St.
Philip $1600.00 bds for
downstairs apt and $1500.00 bds
for the 1st floor apt.

Executive Townhouse:-
Clermont Green, St. Michael -
$2300 a month- Has a swimming
pool.

Inchcape Terrace, St.Philip -
Two Bedroom- One Bathroom -
Unfurnished - $1150 a month -
includes water.

Chancery Lane Ch Ch $1050 a

REAL ESTATE
month

Upper Carters Gap Ch Ch 2 bed
1 bath $1100 a month

Crystal Court,St. James
2 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bathroom
Condominium Unit - $2,500.00
monthly

Contact: 
Telephone (246) 432-7191
Website: www.creis.com

SERVICES

HOUSE PLAN 
DESIGN SERVICES

Fast & Professional

Tel:
624-0044/ 253-3963 

or visit
www.houseplanbb.com

JOB SEEKERS

I MAINTAIN PROPERTY. 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping,
grassing, spraying, mowing,
forking, weeding, model:
suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

MALE SEEKS JOB in small
office or Data Entry.

Tel: 438-2317

MATURE, CHRISTIAN, CERTIFIED
and qualified auxiliary nurse seeks
job looking after the elderley.

Tel: 833-0580

CHURCH
NOTICES

JAMES STREET
METHODIST CHURCH

BRIDGETOWN

SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2013

9:00 AM
REV ARLETTE WATERMAN

5:30PM
TEACHING SESSION

HAWTHORN
METHODIST CHURCH

WORTHING
CHRIST CHURCH

SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER  2013

6:30 AM
REV DR CUTHBERT A

EDWARDS (HC)

9:00 AM
REV GEORGE CLARKE

5:00 PM
REV ADOLF DAVIS
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MIAMI – LeBron James
has a general rule: If he
can get out of bed, he
can play basketball.

That’s apparently been
tested a bit this season.

James has been dealing
with lower back soreness
for a couple of weeks,
which explains why the
NBA’s four-time MVP has
said multiple times in the
early going of this season
that he’s working his way
to 100 per cent. He
revealed specifics about
the issue Thursday night
after scoring 18 points to
help the Miami Heat top
the Los Angeles Clippers,
102-97.

“I’ve had a history of it,
but I always keep a good
eye on it so I should be all
right,” James said. “It ain’t
a great feeling, I’ll tell you
that – especially at night-
time when you’re trying to
sleep.”

James has worn heat
packs to keep his back
loose at times through
Miami’s first six games,
and this is not the first
time that he’s dealt with
back problems early in a
season. He began applying
the heat packs after
diving for a loose ball in
the first quarter of the win
over the Clippers, on a
play where he got off the
court shaking his left
hand.

Turns out, he also felt
like his back locked on the
play.

“He didn’t look as spry
as he normally does,” Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra said.

It’s way too early to

draw any real conclusions
from numbers, but James’
scoring and rebounding
are down so far this
season – albeit slightly –
from his normal rates.
He’s averaging 24.3
points, 7.7 assists and 5.5
rebounds through six
games, shooting 56
percent from the field and
48 percent from 3-point
range.

“Just trying to get
healthy,” James said. “But
I’m working it. I’m doing
everything I can to get
back to my normal self. ...
With our medical staff
here, we continue to hone
in on what we can do to
get better. I think the good
thing about it is it’s not
my first time having back
issues. So I should be all
right.”

James has missed 39
regular-season games in
his NBA career, 16 in an
effort to get him late-
season rest – but only one,
in 2007, came with back
spasms cited as the
reason. The other 22 were
because of various
injuries: nine with
sprained ankles, five with
a sprained finger, five with
a hamstring strain, two
with a sprained toe and
one because of general
body soreness. The only
real goal for the Heat is
winning another NBA
title, but James has a long
history of never wanting
to miss games for any
reason, even ones in the
first couple weeks of what
Miami hopes is another
very long season.

LeBron says back
has been sore for
couple weeks

SACRAMENTO – Al
Horford was stellar on
the offensive end Tuesday
night. His defence on
DeMarcus Cousins made
the difference, though.

Horford had 27 points
and 10 rebounds, Paul
Millsap had 25 points and
11 rebounds, and the
Hawks held off the
Sacramento Kings for a
105-100 victory.

Horford was largely
responsible for Cousins’
mediocre game. The
Kings centre was limited
to 11 points and six
rebounds.

Cousins made his first
three shots in the game’s
opening minutes, but
didn’t score again until
getting a three-point play
at the 11:21 mark of the
fourth quarter. He was
then called for three
quick fouls early in the
fourth, and he went to the
bench for good at the
midway point of the
period.

“My team-mates did a
great job of disrupting
him and were digging
real well and keeping him
off balance,” Horford said.
“Any given night he can
be the best big man in the
league. Mentally, I feel
he’s stronger this season.”

When asked about
Horford, Cousins’ only
reply was, “Next
question.”

Horford received plenty
of help from Millsap, a
key offseason addition for
the Hawks. The two
combine to give the
Hawks a strong inside
presence. That was
evident in the fourth
quarter when Horford
scored 10 points and
Millsap had eight,
combining for 18 of
Atlanta’s 23 points.

“Paul has a knack for
scoring late (in the
game),” Atlanta coach
Mike Budenholzer said. “I
think both Paul and Al
stepped up for us. They
are working well off each
other.”

The Hawks (2-2) led by
17 points going into the
fourth quarter, but the
Kings cut it to three with
32 seconds left. Isaiah

Thomas had a chance to
tie it with 3 second left
but missed a 3-pointer
and the Hawks beat the
Kings for the 11th
straight time, including
six straight in
Sacramento.

Atlanta shared the ball
effectively throughout
and were getting open
looks for much of the
game until the final six
minutes. The Hawks shot
48 percent, made eight 3-
pointers, and had only six
turnovers going into the
fourth quarter when they
committed eight more in
helping to fuel the Kings’
comeback.

“The defence isn’t
where it should be
obviously right now, and
we continue to dig
ourselves in big holes,”
Kings coach Mike Malone
said. “Every time you do
that you have to fight out
of it and that takes a lot
when you’re 19 points
down.”

Jeff Teague, who left
the game in the first
quarter with an ankle
problem, returned in the
second and played well,
finishing with 18 points
and 10 assists for
Atlanta. Both Kyle
Korver and Cartier
Martin had nine apiece.

Thomas had 18 of his
26 points in the fourth
quarter for the Kings (1-
3), who have dropped
three straight. Marcus
Thornton and Ben
McLemore had 15 points
and John Salmons added
13.

Thomas has made a
habit of coming off the
bench this season and
providing the energy that
has the Kings in up-
tempo mode on offence
and hustling defensively.
However, there was no
helping the Kings in the
second and third quarters
when they were outscored
57-33.

“We just can’t keep
doing this to ourselves
like we are some great
team,” Thomas said. “It
takes a toll on your whole
team. We keep coming
back, but it’s not going to
happen every night.”

Horford leads
Hawks over Kings
105-100
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50% OFF
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RAFAEL Nadal was
joined by debutant
Stanislas Wawrinka in
the ATP World Tour
semi-finals after both
won their final group
matches in London.

Wawrinka battled to a
6-7 (3-7) 6-4 6-1 victory
against David Ferrer to
keep his hopes alive.

The Swiss then needed
Nadal to win and the
world number one beat
Tomas Berdych 6-4 1-6 6-
3 in the last Group A
match.

Novak Djokovic is al-
ready through from Group
B, and will be joined by
Roger Federer or Juan
Martin Del Potro.

Those two face a
straight shoot-out for a
place in the last four today,
but Wawrinka had a more
complicated task yester-
day.

He did his part against
an exhausted Ferrer, who
admitted afterwards he
had played “too much” in
recent weeks.

The Spaniard found the
energy to recover from 5-2
down and take the first set
in a tie-break, but from
the moment he was bro-
ken early in the second –
and smashed his racquet
in fury – the world num-
ber three’s challenge
began to fade.

Wawrinka, 28, was not
at his fluent best and
passed the 40-mark for
unforced errors,but Ferrer
simply did not have any-
thing left and lost seven

of the last nine games.
“I played a lot of tourna-

ments,” admitted Ferrer
after an ATP-leading 84th
match of 2013.

“I played seven tourna-
ments in seven weeks. It’s
too much. But now I know
it’s too much. Before, I
never knew it. I made
three finals in three
weeks.”

Nadal had won his last
15 matches against
Berdych stretching back
to 2006, and when he
thumped two forehand
winners on his way to
breaking in the opening
game, the streak looked
sure to continue.

That break was enough
to give Nadal the first set
and ensure the Spaniard
would win the group – and
so avoid Djokovic in the
semi-finals – but what fol-
lowed must have alarmed
Wawrinka.

Berdych got an early
break in the second set
and stunned most of the
17,000 spectators by rac-
ing through it in 29 min-
utes for the loss of one
game, with just one un-
forced error.

The last time Berdych
beat Nadal he was jeered
off the court by a furious
Madrid crowd, but 15 de-
feats and seven years later

the Czech had a growing
level of support in the O2
Arena as the prospect
grew of his miserable run
ending.

There was no sympathy
across the net however,
and after six tight games
the world number one re-
discovered the vicious bite
on his forehand.

Berdych’s resolve wa-
vered with two disastrous
double-faults, the second
on break point,and within
the space of five minutes
Nadal turned a tense de-
cider into another victory,
whipping a classic fore-
hand winner on match
point.

BELEK,Turkey – Former
Ryder Cup skipper Colin
Montgomerie has come
firmly down on the side of
the European Tour in its
row with leading players
over the new FedExCup-
style Final Series.

South African pair
Ernie Els and Charl
Schwartzel and Spain’s
Sergio Garcia, have criti-
cised the rules that dictate
players must compete in
two of the first three Final
Series events in order to
qualify for the season-end-
ing DP World Tour
Championship in Dubai.

Last week, Els, a mem-
ber of the European cir-
cuit for almost two
decades, described the
system as “farcical”, while
Schwartzel said at this
week’s Turkish Airlines
Open he was thinking
about his future on the
tour.

“I think the tour should
hold firm,” Montgomerie
told British media. “The
first thing a sponsor asks
when they are putting up
$7 million or $8 million is,
‘Who’s playing?’.

“If you can say to these
sponsors the top players
are going to play two out
of the three, that is why
they put the money in.

“The players are saying
they are being dictated to
and being told where to
play, but you shouldn’t

have to be told to play for
$7 million, should you?”
added Montgomerie who
captained Europe to
Ryder Cup victory in
Wales in 2010.

The four Final Series
events – Turkey, Dubai
and the two preceding
tournaments in Shanghai
– all have prize funds of at
least $7 million.

The tour has brought in
the inaugural series this
year in a format similar
to the U.S. PGA Tour’s
end-of-season FedExCup.

“The biggest event
when I started was worth
400,000 pounds
(US$641,800) and that
was the Swiss Open,” said
eight-times order of merit
winner Montgomerie.

“Now they’re not turn-
ing up for $7 million?
Hang on a minute, they
are professional golfers,
that’s their job.

“People are saying they
can’t play four events in a
row. For goodness sake I
played 13 in a row when I
was at my peak,” said the
50-year-old Scot who is
level-par for his two
rounds at the Turkish
Open.

“Four in a row is not a
lot especially the way they
are treated nowadays.
They are like royalty with
their private planes and
suites. It’s hardly a has-
sle, is it?”

TIGER Woods fired a
stunning 63 to surge to
within one of the leaders
after two rounds of the
Turkish Open.

The world number one
reached 11 under to put
pressure on the leading
quartet of Ian Poulter,
Henrik Stenson,
Frenchman Victor
Dubuisson and South
African Justin Walters.

Poulter shot a second
66, while Race to Dubai
leader Stenson, took 68.

Englishman Paul
Casey, overnight leader
after a rain-affected first
day, was seven shots
back after a 73.

US Open champion
Justin Rose and former
world number one Lee

Westwood were both four
shots off the lead at the
halfway stage in
Antalya.

Woods finished the
first day one-under-par
after 10 holes, and went
on to sign for a two-
under 70 when he re-
sumed yesterday, after
dropping a shot at the
last when he found
water.

Low tournament score
The 37-year-old Woods

raced through the field
in his second round – col-
lecting nine birdies as he
posted the lowest score
of the tournament so far.

Before the event,
Woods was forced to de-
fend his schedule after

missing the World Golf
Championships event in
Shanghai last week after
accepting a £1.25 million
fee to play an exhibition
match against Rory
McIlroy.

But the 14-time major
champion is sure he will
remain a contender if
the scoring remains low
in Turkey.

“I’m right there; that’s
the whole idea. I’ve got
two more days of hope-
fully making a lot of
birdies,” he said.

“I hit a lot of  good
shots and made some
putts, but I missed quite
a few putts that were
within 10 feet, so it
could have been one of
those really low, special

rounds, but I’ll take it.”
He further added: “It’s

so bunched, so many
guys with a chance to
win.

“We know it’s going to
take something really
low. You’re going to have
to go 20 plus [under par]
probably to win this
tournament.”

After just one bogey in
his opening round,
Poulter produced an-
other impressive per-
formance in picking up
four of his six birdies in
the final six holes.

The Englishman is
fourth in the European
Tour’s Race to Dubai
rankings behind
Stenson, Graeme
McDowell and Rose.

Wawrinka, Nadal make semis

Stanislas Wawrinka of Switzerland hits a return during his men’s singles tennis
match against Raphael Nadal of Spain on November 6.

Montgomerie backs
tour in dispute 
with top players

Tiger Woods closes on Ian
Poulter at Turkish Open

Tiger Woods taking a swing yesterday at the Turkish
Open.
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MIAMI – Dwayne Wade had
everything going. Jump
shots, drives to the rim,
passes out of the post.

He was vintage on a night
when the Miami Heat
needed him to be that way.

Wade scored 11 of his game-
high 29 points in the fourth
quarter, while an ailing LeBron
James added 18, and the Heat
got enough stops down the
stretch to beat the Los Angeles
Clippers 102-97 on Thursday
night for their third straight win.

Wade made 13 of 22 shots,
added a team-best seven assists,
and fuelled the fourth-quarter
burst that allowed the Heat to
build enough of a cushion to hold
off the Clippers in the final min-
utes.

“Everyone said he was done,”
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said.
“Go figure.”

Including playoffs, the Heat
(4-2) have won 51 of their last 57
games when Wade scores at
least 20 points, going back to
June 2012. It’s also the first time
since last March that Wade has
scored at least 20 points in four
consecutive games, this streak
immediately following him sit-
ting out the second game of the
season for rest.

“I know I can play basketball,”
Wade said. “I know when I’m
healthy what I can do.”

Wade either scored or assisted
on Miami’s first six field goals of
the fourth quarter, including a
three-point play while getting
fouled on a jumper by J.J.

Redick. About a minute later,
Wade set up Shane Battier for a
3-pointer that put Miami up 91-
80, and the 2006 NBA Finals
MVP punctuated it all with a
fist pump.

“You can see in the third quar-
ter they slowed the game down
and we slowed it down with
them,”Clippers coach Doc Rivers
said. “And I thought that really
hurt us. We had a 6-minute
stretch where we could have
stretched the game. Instead we
started walking it up, slowing
everything down. They’re too
good with a set defence. We al-
lowed them to set their defence.
That’s when all the turnovers
came.”

Blake Griffin had 27 points
and 14 rebounds for the Clippers
(3-3). His dunk with 31 seconds
left got the Clippers within four,
but Griffin allowed about 15 sec-
onds to run off the clock without
fouling James on the ensuing
possession.

James made one free throw to
push Miami’s lead to five, and
that closed the scoring.

Redick scored 15 points,Jamal
Crawford added 14, Chris Paul
finished with 11 points and 12
assists, and DeAndre Jordan
had 11 points and 14 rebounds
for the Clippers,who led for most
of the first half.

Chris Bosh, playing for the
first time since his wife deliv-
ered a baby earlier this week,
finished with 12 points for
Miami as did Ray Allen and
Chris Andersen had 10. The

Heat extended their club record
by scoring at least 100 points in
a sixth consecutive game to start
the season.

But James spent part of the
game with a wrap on his back,
which he said locked up on him
after he dived for a loose ball in
the first quarter. The issue,
James said, has been nagging
him for a couple weeks.

“I would probably have to not
be able to get out of the bed,”
James said when asked what it
would take for him to miss a
game. “Can’t get out of the bed,
then I can’t show up here.”

James still made a big play
late. The Clippers had a shot to
get within six with about 3 min-

utes left, as Redick drove toward
the rim from the right wing.
James – an exceptional shot
blocker in transition – was stalk-
ing the play, and instead of chal-
lenging the league’s four-time
MVP at the rim, Redick tried a
pull-up 6-footer.

It bounced off.
“I was baiting him to see if he

wanted to take it all the way to
the hole,” James said. “He’s a
great shooter. He’ll probably
make that shot 99 times out of
100.”

For the sixth time in as many
games this season, the Heat
found themselves in a quick
deficit – and for the fourth time,
it was exactly 9-2, just as it was

against Chicago, Washington
and Toronto. The Heat trailed
Brooklyn 11-3 early, and fell be-
hind at Philadelphia on the sea-
son’s second night by scores of
19-0 and 26-4.

The Clippers had a 56-52 half-
time lead even with Paul being
held to five points, his low for a
first half this season. Griffin
opened the second half with a 3-
pointer, but the Heat outscored
the Clippers by 15 over the next
15 minutes, mainly by clamping
down on Paul.

“It was me making bad deci-
sions,” Paul said.“I have to trust
my teammates. I just played a
bad game. I have to get the ball
out of my hands.”

HOUSTON – Los Angeles coach
Mike D’Antoni paid a lot of at-
tention to former Lakers centre
Dwight Howard down the
stretch.

He needed to get the ball out of
the hands of Houston Rockets
guard James Harden and fig-
ured the best way to do that was
with the “Hack-a-Howard” de-
fence.

The strategy worked perfectly
with Howard missing seven late
free throws to allow the Lakers
to keep it close before Steve
Blake hit a wide-open 3-pointer
with 1.3 seconds remaining to
lift them to a 99-98 victory
Thursday night.

“I think it went real well be-
cause we took Harden out of the
game,” D’Antoni said.

Howard spurned the Lakers
to sign an $88 million deal with
Houston, joining Harden and a
team that made the playoffs last
season for the first time since
2009.

A sombre Howard called his
free throw shooting “terrible,”
but wouldn’t concede that this

loss was more difficult because it
was against his former team.

“Every loss hurts,” said
Howard, who had 15 points and
14 rebounds. “Nobody likes to
lose. It’s very upsetting that we
lost the way we did.”

D’Antoni’s decision to foul
Howard was surprising because
last season he said that the hack-
a-whoever defence was bad for
the game.

“That doesn’t mean you’re not
going to use it, if it’s out there,”
he said. “I’m not crazy.”

Houston led by two points be-
fore Blake took the inbounds
pass from Jodie Meeks and made
the game-winning shot.

The Rockets were disap-
pointed they let Blake get free
for the winning basket.

“Guys just kind of messed up
on the play,” Howard said. “It
happens.”

The Rockets had a chance to
win it, but Patrick Beverley’s 3-
point attempt at the buzzer
bounced off the backboard.

“I was in a rhythm and then
they started fouling Dwight,”

said Harden, who scored 35
points.“It kind of slows us down.
It slows our pace down and what
we like to do. Good coaching.”

The Rockets took their first
lead since the first quarter on a
dunk by Chandler Parsons fol-
lowing a steal by Harden that
made it 93-91 with about 4 min-
utes left. Parsons left his arms
outstretched as he came down
from the dunk to wild applause
from the home crowd. Harden
had tied it up about a minute
earlier on a 3-pointer.

The Lakers started fouling
Howard every time he touched
the ball after that, sending him
to the line 12 times,but he made
just five. Meeks, who led the
Lakers with 18 points,made a 3-
pointer with less than 2 minutes
remaining to cut the lead to two.

The Lakers struggled all last
season amid reports that
Howard and Kobe Bryant didn’t
get along, and were swept in the
first round of the playoffs. Los
Angeles could have offered him
a 5-year contract worth $118
million,but he chose to make the

move to Houston with a four-
year deal.

“He made his choice, which is
good,” D’Antoni said of Howard.
“You’ve got to respect that. He’s
fine and they’re going to have a
great team.You’re just happy for
everybody because we won.”

The Lakers extended their
lead to 14 points on a jump shot
by Chris Kaman with about 8
minutes left in the third quarter.
Houston finally got its offence
going after that, going on a 15-3
run to get within 74-72 with 3
minutes left in the quarter.

A highlight in that span came
when Howard bobbled a bad
pass from Harden before getting
a handle on it and spinning
around to finish with a dunk.
The Rockets got eight points
from Jeremy Lin during that run
and the Lakers had three
turnovers.

Wesley Johnson made a 3-
pointer to cool off the Rockets,
but a 3-pointer by Harden just
near the end of the quarter cut
the lead to 81-77.

Houston shot just under 35 per

cent and made just two of 13 3-
point attempts in the first half.
But the Rockets stayed in the
game by making 18 of 27 free
throws – 25 in the second quar-
ter alone – before half-time.The
Lakers didn’t share in Houston’s
long-range shooting woes in the
first half,hitting 11 of 14 3-point
attempts.

The Lakers led by 17 points
early in the second quarter be-
fore Houston used a 13-5 spurt
capped by seven points from
Harden to cut the lead to 45-36
about 7 1-2 minutes before half-
time.

Harden’s seven points came in
just 35 seconds.He made the sec-
ond of two free throws before hit-
ting a 3-pointer seconds later.
Howard got a rebound on the
other end and Harden made a
layup.He was fouled on the shot
and made the free throw.

Harden made five more free
throws in the last 1:19 of the first
half, but 3-pointers by Steve
Nash and Meeks extended the
Lakers lead to 64-50 at half-
time.

Blake’s shot with 1.3 seconds left lifts Lakers

Wade lifts Heat over
Clippers, 102-97

Miami Heat’s Dwayne Wade (3) drives between Los Angeles Clippers players DeAndre Jordan, left
and Jamal Crawford (second from left) for two points on Thursday night.
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By Ashlee Cox

A STUDY conducted
over the last five years
may have a serious im-
pact on how Barbados’
zoning structures are
now regulated.

George Browne,
Deputy Chief Town
Planner in the Town and
Country Planning
Department, explained
that this new study 
was undertaken by the
Barbados Water
Authority (BWA) because
it was time to revisit the
old policy to see what
changes needed to be
made to the very restric-
tive Zone 1 areas.

According to Browne,
the BWA is the agency
which would ultimately
be responsible for the reg-
ulations to govern the
zones, and it was the role
of the Town and Country
Planning Department to
sensitise those persons in
the amended zones.

“The Barbados Water
Authority is the agency
that would be responsi-
ble for the regulations to
govern that, but from a
Town Planning point of
view... this is one of the
tools that we would use
in the assessment of ap-

plications submitted to
the department,” he
noted.

Although this amended
policy has passed Cabinet
it has yet to be enacted,
and until that happens
Barbados will remain

under the previous zon-
ings of one to five, rather
than the amended ones
which may run from Zone
A to Zone D.

Browne disclosed that
the BWA would have 
done public consultations

throughout the areas
when the studies were
being conducted, and 
for the residents it may
mean having to comply
with new restrictions.

NEW POLICY on
Page 4

CHANGES COMING
TO WATER ZONES

Students listening attentively during the seminar. INSET: Deputy Chief Town Planner, George Browne.

Graydon Sealy to face
Springer Memorial in 

netball semis

Page 22

     


