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CHIEF Executive Officer of the Barbados
Agricultural Society,James Paul,believes
that the introduction of Sandals to
Barbados may be good news for local
farmers, but they must be prepared to
take advantage of the market opportuni-
ties the chain can provide.

He was speaking to The Barbados
Advocate yesterday at a seminar hosted
by the BAS and the Barbados Egg &
Poultry Producers Association at the
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre.

According to Paul, “We believe that
Sandals in itself holds great opportuni-

ties in terms of providing markets for
local agricultural produce.The history of
Sandals in other countries in the region
is that they have demonstrated a willing-
ness to work with farmers and we would
like to think that would be the similar
method of operation they would use in

Barbados.
“We produce a plethora of products that

we think would be of interest to Sandals
and we are very willing to see what other
products they may be interested in and 

SANDALS on Page 3

THERE are great prospects for
manufacturers going into the
Christmas season, with some of
them getting big orders, so it is not
all bad news in this sector, says
Executive Director of the Barbados
Manufacturers Association (BMA)
Bobbi McKay.

McKay stressed that there needs to be

a more positive outlook instead of the
doom and gloom forecasts presently
being publicised, and if there are to be
improvements in the economy and
employment levels, the emphasis needs
to be on supporting local brands.

She reiterated: “Linkages are impor-
tant in Barbados and this is how differ-
ent sectors will thrive. We don’t want a

pervasive selfishness to emanate in this
county.Local firms are trying to break for
themselves and import products that can
be sourced in Barbados.We have to work
together, especially at this time.”

The Executive Director added,“The ex-
port market window has declined a bit,

ORDERS on Page 4

Farmers encouraged to be proactive
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GOOD NEWS FOR
MANUFACTURING

UP TO THE CHALLENGE: Ronald Rice (with ball) attempts to spike the ball as his team-mate Kyle Browne
(2) looks on as Hugh Sealey gets ready to defend. Sealey and his team-mate Curtis Gaskin won the match and booked
their place in today’s semi-finals. (See page 43)
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THE Protection of
Children’s Act might have
been infringed as it relates
to the recent publishing of
a photograph of two stu-
dents caught on video ap-
parently having sexual in-
tercourse.

Attorney General, Adriel
Brathwaite, pointed out to the
House of Assembly on Friday
that if the media house is in
fact found in breach of the said
Act, action should be taken.

“There is a piece of legisla-
tion called the ‘Protection of
Children’s Act of Barbados:
Chapter 146A’.And I hope, that
whoever has the power to ex-
amine that particular exposé
in that newspaper can do that,
and look to see whether or not
this Act has not been infringed;
and if it has been, ensure that

what is required to be done, is
done. We must protect our chil-
dren,” he stressed.

Brathwaite made the com-
ments in passing as he joined
the debate on a supplementary
of $600,000 for the Ministry of
Youth towards the National
Summer Camp Programme.

He also said that they must
do all that is necessary to keep
the camps in place.

“When I looked at the back
page of the newspaper I said –
this is exactly why we do, what
we do to protect our young 
people; not only from them-
selves, but from some of the
adults in our society. That is
what we have to do as
Members of Parliament; we
must try our best to save as
many of our young people as
possible.”

“If it cost us $4 million a year,
to have this camp in place
then… I’m sure the Minister
responsible would tell you that
every year they do an analyst
of how they can do things bet-
ter. If the Opposition has any
ideas of how we can do things
better, how we can do more
with less, we will listen,” he
stated.

“I am not saying that it is
perfect, but anytime you have
a situation when you have 12
000 young people running
around during the summer,
things will happen … Every
year we have an increase in
children for the camp pro-
gramme. The Ministry will
plan for a particular number,
but at the last minute the
numbers rise and we will not
turn them away.”
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By Jenique Belgrave

THE economic recession has not
dimmed the love of Barbadians
in owning brand new vehicles.

In fact, many persons are opt-
ing to replace rather than fix
their old ones.

Speaking to the Barbados
Advocate yesterday, Royal
Bank of Canada (RBC) Branch
Manager Simone Lambert high-
lighted, “We looked to see what
was the status of people looking
for new vehicles and it was in-
teresting because people were
looking to replace their older ve-
hicles because people are not in-

terested in maintaining these
vehicles anymore because of the
cost and everyone is looking at
the dollar at the end of the day.”

Lambert outlined that further
market research had shown
that Barbadians were inter-
ested in low interest rates and
low monthly payments and that
in offering a 7.5 per cent inter-
est rate with a seven-year pe-
riod of paying back through its
current promotion, more per-
sons had come into RBC for a
new car loan.

“Since it started at the begin-
ning of October, we have helped
finance 49 new vehicles,” she

disclosed.
She said this as scores of

Barbadians made their way to
the Garfield Sobers Sports
Complex yesterday as RBC
hosted a car fair and extrava-
ganza yesterday.

“The main thing that we are
doing today is partnering with
the major dealers in the island
to give Barbadians access to in-
formation, not only on buying
the vehicle but on maintaining
it,” she explained.

It was a one stop shop for
many as persons took the op-
portunity to take a first hand
glance into several of the vehi-

cles offered by Simpson Motors,
MQI, and Courtesy, while learn-
ing about car insurance cover-
age from Sagicor Inc. and sev-
eral others.

In addition, several valet and
car maintenance booths were
well attended.

During the family affair, while
children grabbed the opportu-
nity to enjoy the jumping castle
and have their faces painted,
parents took the time for blood
pressure and sugar checks,
while several women used the
facilities provided by the 
Breast Cancer Society’s mobile
unit.

SANDALS from Page 1

what we need to do to source
the relevant, in the case of
plants, and other material, to
ensure we are able to produce
an operation like Sandals the
quality and quantity of produce
that they require.”

He said that efforts will be
under way shortly to make con-
tact with the principals of the
hotel chain in order to see what
would be needed on the local
end. “Because one of the things
we sometimes do not appreci-
ate is that agriculture produce,
in order to ensure that we have
it, we have to ensure that the
farmers have arranged their
production methods on the farm
to ensure that they can meet
those demands.”

Paul said it will be critically
important to be proactive in
terms of seeking and identifying
markets and to provide train-
ing to farmers. “That is why we
continue to host these member
workshops for farmers.At these
workshops we try to impart
skills and techniques to farmers
to ensure they can meet the nec-
essary level of efficiency on the
farms.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of having the right health
standards in place. “Because
you are dealing with an interna-
tional chain such as Sandals,
that would also want certain as-
surances in terms of the fact
that we are following appropri-
ate health practices,” he said.
(JH)

A positive
move

Public comes out for RBC car fair
This gentleman was very interested in this Grand Vitara.

AG: Check Protection
of Children’s Act

By Renice Bostic 

THE trending topic in Barbados
this week has been on the publi-
cation of two minors allegedly
having sex and Dr. Adrian
Charles, Registrar at the
Geriatric Hospital, has stated
that he believes there is a lack of
sex education, not just with the
elderly but "clearly with our
young people too". Speaking to a
meeting held by MESA on
Wednesday night at The St.
Michael School, he stated that it
was time for a change in attitude
towards sex.

"We have a problem with
young people and sex in
Barbados. There are a number
of ways that young people are at
risk when it comes to sex from
STDs, bad sex practices, preg-
nancy and emotional stress.

There is a vacuum of proper sex
education," he said.

It was also explained that soci-
ety believes that when you edu-
cate the youth about sex that
they will run off and engage in
these activities but that is not
the case.

"It’s when you place restric-
tions on them, do not inform
them and educate them that
they go out there and make mis-
takes. They are more compelled
to try it and that’s when you have
more teenage pregnancies.There
is a desperate need for more sex
education in Barbados." 

Dr. Charles also stated that
there was also a lack of sex edu-
cation amongst the older gener-
ation because ageing men and
women have to understand the
changes their bodies will be going
through.

Sex education
missing for both
young and elderly
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By Renice Bostic 

MANY Barbadians had
the opportunity on
Friday morning to get
various health checks,
information on diet and
exercise as well as local
remedies for pain re-
lief. This opportunity,
afforded to them by the
Barbados Statistical
Service, was held in the
form of a health fair 
at the Baobab Towers,
Warrens, St. Michael.

“We have held this event
today really catered 
towards the public to let
the public be aware of 
the Barbados Statistical
Service and this is a good
way to get the public in-
volved,”said Ryan Mayers,
one of the co-ordinators.

There were nurses from
the Diabetes Association,
who were able to conduct
blood pressure and choles-
terol checks. Information
from the Alzheimer’s
Association, Body In

Motion and Ozone
Therapy was also avail-
able. The Ministry of
Health was able to provide
a Physical Activity Guide,
which assisted persons 
on diet and exercise. The
Miracle Balm products
were also available for
purchase and information
was readily available.

“These are local prod-
ucts, balms and oils for
pain relief and arthritis,”
said Carlos Jones. “So far,
we have been having a 98

per cent positive feedback.
The products are all natu-
ral and they really come
in handy for persons who
don’t want to take medica-
tions, because sometimes
you just have too many
medications to take.”

The event was well 
attended and those who
received the free health
checks were able to get an
update on their health and
sound medical advice,
ensuring that they place
their health first.

IN an effort to encourage
persons to exercise more
and to help to commem-
orate their month of 
activities, the Diabetes
Association of Barbados
(DAB) will be hosting a 5K
Walk/Run on November 9,
starting at 6 a.m. at 
the Diabetes Centre in
Warrens, where it will 
also end.

Speaking with the
media during a press con-
ference on Thursday at 
the Barbados Yacht Club,
Christina O’Connor, who
has been a diabetic for 
approximately 36 years,
stresses the importance of
regular exercise in man-
aging her diabetes and she
wants to encourage others
to exercise regularly as
well.

She said that they
would like to encourage
everybody to come out,
whether they come out by
themselves, with friends
or with their children. If
they cannot walk the full
distance, they can walk as
much as they can and then
get someone to pick them
up.The important thing is
to come out and walk and
wear blue.

“Come out and show

your support, show that
you believe that a healthy
lifestyle would help your
life and don’t let this dis-
ease manage you,manage
it.”

This is just one of the
events that they will be
hosting for this month,
said Annette Sandiford,
Treasurer of the DAB.

They are kicking off
their month of activities
with a church service
today, November 3, at the
French Village Pentecostal
House of Prayer in St.
Peter at 9:30 a.m.

Their bus will be active
on World Diabetes Day 
on November 14, where 
it will be parked in
Independence Square. On
this day, they will also be
at every Republic Bank
with their ‘Paint the Day
Blue’ campaign, where
employees will be encour-
aged to wear blue.

There will also be out-
reach activities at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital
on this day, starting at
8:30 a.m. and then at 7
p.m., there will be a panel
discussion on “Exercise
plays a key role in manag-
ing your disease” at the
Grand Salle. (PJT)

DAB promoting exercise
with 5K Walk/Run

Statistical Service focuses on health

ORDERS from Page 1

but there are still opportu-
nities. [With] a lot of our
manufacturers, most of
their business is export-
ing. Manufacturers are
able to hold strain by
doing [so] short time, but
once again what concerns
me is the doom and gloom
preachers that are import-
ing and spending foreign
exchange rather than sup-
porting local manufactur-
ers and keeping jobs.

“This is an area that 
we are passionate about.
When I hear some busi-
ness persons say they are
importing certain items,
my question is, ‘Why you
didn’t contact a local sup-
plier?’”

McKay argued, “A lot 
of people need to come 
together and see how we 
can strengthen our link-
ages. People do what is
easiest, but if they speak
to the Manufacturers’
Association, we can sup-
ply hotels, etc., by using
our local market.

“We are increasing our
promotion with the cruise
tourism because they are

having more arrivals this
year for longer periods.We
have more ships in this
year and the cruise sea-
son will be longer because
of more ships, so we are
constantly looking for
ways to improve busi-
ness.”

She refuted the percep-
tion that people are not
spending. The manufac-
turing official believes,
“People are still spending,
but the challenge is that
people are importing and
that should be the con-
cern. They are spending
foreign exchange.They go
on many sites and bring in
many items, so they are
spending, just not locally.
For example, we have a
small manufacturer that
produces marinades and
was informed by a super-
market that they will be
importing marinades and
no longer needed her
items. We are aware we
have to import some prod-
ucts, but promote local
products as well. We
can’t be selfish, we are
Barbadians and we have
to work together.”

(NB)

Some bright spots for
manufacturing sector 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.bse.com.bb
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By Renice Bostic 

INNOVATION and cre-
ativity were on dis-
play at the St. Alban’s
Primary School on
Friday morning when
the school hosted its
second Science Expo.
Under the theme “The
Sky is the Limit, Let’s
Save our Planet”, stu-
dents researched as-
pects of the environ-
ment in the context 
of the science curric-
ulum set out by the
Ministry of Education,
Science, Technology
and Innovation.

“This is an attempt by
us to direct children’s
focus on the need to care
for the earth in which
they live and we are hop-
ing to sensitise them
about the much dis-
cussed climate change
and its possible impact
on countries, especially
on us who live in 
the Caribbean,” said
Principal Angela
Ramsay.

The classes researched
water, trees, recycling
and how the actions of
humans can negatively
impact the environment.
They were also taught
about the effects of cli-
mate change, including

sea level rise and
drought.

“As I look at the display
today, I believe that our
general objective has
been realised. We set out
to activate and awaken
scientific enquiry in the
minds of all children.”

Education Officer,
Captain Andrew Skeete,
told students that every-
one is being encouraged
to be more efficient and
to do more with less, in
order to find new ways to
generate their own em-
ployment opportunities.
Thus, such creativity and
innovation, which was
evident in the display,
must be continued.

Featured speaker, Dr.
Darren Browne, warned
that “climate change is
not a myth, it is very real
and will affect not only
those present today, but
our children and our chil-
dren’s children”.

Chad King’s ‘Tornado In a Bottle’.

AT RIGHT (ABOVE):
Sheckinah Hope and
Keimar Marquis-Edwards
(Class 3) demonstrate a
‘Volcano Eruption’.

AT RIGHT (BELOW):
Salena Rudder holds 
‘My Science Project’,
while Alina Johnson and
Aleeka Hinds look on.

Science
explored at
St. Alban’s 
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DEVELOPED coun-
tries cannot solve the
environment and de-
velopment questions in
isolation; neither can
the small developing
countries.

Speaking earlier this
week at the Seventh
Global Environment
Facility (GEF) Biennial
International Waters
Conference, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry

of Environment and
Drainage, Edson Alleyne,
noted that a collaborative
effort between the devel-
oped and developing
worlds was vital in this ef-
fort.

“Within this forum, I
urge you where necessary,
to prod the spirits of the
hesitant and the unwill-
ing, and rein in those who
might become over-zeal-
ous. I caution however at
the same time to be 
realistic and practical in
developing programmes,
modalities and strategies
for achieving the desired
results,” he told those
gathered at the Hilton
Barbados for the event.

Reminding those stake-
holders in the audience
that institutions do not
function or exist in 
isolation,he noted that the
outcomes of the conference
should be relayed to other
relevant agencies, with

the view to improve coor-
dination and better policy
cohesion between the 
various sectors such as 
fisheries, international
transport, agriculture and
tourism.

“I believe that this im-
provement in governance
at the local level will 
redound positively at the
international level and
provide the foundation 
for sustainable develop-
ment. There is no better
time than 2013, the
International Year of
Water Cooperation, to
seek to attain where prac-
tical, the seventh
Millennium Development
Goal of ensuring environ-
mental sustainability and
capitalise on the momen-
tum created at 
the United Nations
Conference on
Sustainable Development
Rio,” the Permanent
Secretary stressed. (JMB)
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Collaborative efforts
between developed and
developing worlds vital

OVER 1,600 students are
expected to receive degrees,
diplomas or certificates this
month when the Barbados
Community College (BCC)
hosts its 40th Graduation
Ceremony at the Garfield
Sobers Sports Complex,
Wildey, St. Michael.

The ceremony,which will
be held on Saturday,Nov.9,
from 5p.m., has as its
theme: Maintaining a
Vision in Times of
Uncertainty. Barbados’
Ambassador to CARICOM,
Robert Morris will deliver
the feature address.

The College will confer
1,604 degrees, diplomas

and certificates across a
range of disciplines. One
hundred and eighty-four
students will be presented
with the Associate Degree
in Arts, 65 with the
Associate Degree in
Science, 254 with the
Associate Degree in
Applied Arts and 364 with
the Associate Degree in
Applied Science. An addi-
tional 642 will receive BCC
certificates.

The BCC will also confer
13 Post Graduate
Diplomas, 20 Bachelor
Degrees and 62 Post
Associate Degree Diplomas
under it Higher Degree

Programmes.
This year’s graduating

class has also been
awarded five First Class
Honours,10 Upper Second
Class Honours, and seven
Lower Second Class
Honours. Fifty-one
Distinctions and 78 Credits
will also be conferred on
Associate Degree grad-
uands.The valedictory ad-
dress will be given by
Taylor Mirkarimi, a
Barbados Exhibition win-
ner,who is currently pursu-
ing her Bachelor of Science
Degree at Johnson and
Wales University in
Florida.

THERE is an increasing
demand for timely, high
quality official statistics
from administrative
sources within the national
statistical system.

Making this assertion,
CARICOM’s Regional
Statistics Project Director,
Dr. Philomen Harrison,
said that many strides
have been made and are
being made by statisticians
of the region including
work implemented to de-
velop strategic plans for
statistics, known as
National Strategies for the
Development of Statistics
(NSDS).

According to him, these
could lead to integrated
and well-functioning
National Statistical
Systems of all statistical
producing agencies with
the NSO at the centre of
the process.

“The development of the
National Statistical
System requires this over-
arching master plan,
NSDS, to facilitate the di-
alogue that is required
among key stakeholders
including suppliers of in-
formation,in order to guide
the process of co-ordination
of statistics at the national
level and hence, the avail-
ability of timely and high
quality statistics for deci-
sion-making,” he noted.

Commenting on the link-

ages between the NSDS
and the updated Regional
Statistical Work
Programme (RSWP),
which has been produced
to enable harmonised 
statistics that conform to
internationally recom-
mended standards, he
noted that as part of the
RSWP, many frameworks
already exist and are being
implemented/or about to
be implemented in coun-
tries and these include
Core Indicators in areas of
Social/Gender Statistics; in
Environment Statistics;
Caribbean Specific
Millennium Development
Goals Indicators;
Caribbean Specific ICT
Indicators and the
Minimum Data Set com-
prising all of the above.

“...Processes and infra-
structure such as the
Classification Systems;
Data Warehousing
Systems;Data Submission
Protocols we need to adopt
and implement so to
equalise,as far as possible,
our statistics across Region
in terms of the compara-
bility, soundness,
timeliness and other 
measures of quality,”
Harrison said.

He made the comments
earlier this week at the
38th meeting of the
Standing Committee of
Caribbean Statisticians.

Over 1600 BCC students to graduate 

Higher demand for
quality statistics present

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:alison.johnson@cavehill.uwi.edu
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By Kerri Gooding

THE Leader of the
Opposition Mia Mottley
takes the government to
task for using finances for
what she deems unessen-
tial. She made an appeal
for the justification of the
supplementary with re-
gard to the National
Summer Camp
Programme and future
supplementaries, by the
Minister of Finance.

Speaking to oppose the
supplementary requested
in the amount of $599’ 240,
she said, “What is essen-
tial for life; payment of
salaries, and payment of
hospital bills,and payment
for people to get to work, is
essential. What is desir-
able, are things like sum-
mer camps.”

Mottley said that sup-
plementaries must pass
the Minister of Finance
and she questioned how
this was achieved,quoting
the 2013 budgetary pro-
posal. She said, “A supple-
mentary can only get here
with the approval of the
Minister of Finance and
the Minister of Finance on
the 13th August in this ho-
nourable chamber at page
58 of his budget delivered
himself of these words,
“There will be a strict pol-
icy of limiting supplemen-
taries within expenditure
targets.”

She said people are not
being paid by statutory
boards and are complain-
ing. She urged “This sup-
plementary reinforces why
there are Barbadians who
having not received their

salaries from government.
[…] There are complaints
by people about their pen-
sion cheques to date.There
are complaints by the
Transport Board that they
cannot fix the buses and
up to last Friday no more
than 195 buses were on the
road and that the spare
parts are incapable of
being procured. […] We
have a situation where
pharmaceuticals, the bot-
tom line is this, the phar-
maceutical companies in
Barbados continue to be
placed under stress with
their overdrafts because
they cannot get paid for
basic pharmaceuticals pro-
vided to the people of this
country. I want to remind
that there are people in the
hospital that are reaching
out as doctors to private
doctors for IV lines and
other basic, basic, basic
equipment and supplies to
be able to do their job to
keep people in this country
alive.”

Mottley asserted, “I say
to you Minister that the
Minister of Finance has a
duty for every supplemen-
tary herein after, to tell us
what is the state of rev-
enue,what is the net credit
to government and equally
what is the impact of the
continued use of treasury
bills on the foreign re-
serves of this country and
whether the foreign re-
serves have now in fact,
dropped below 12 weeks
today [Friday] as we speak.
[…] This is not about the
Minister of Finance. […]
This is about 
Barbados.”

Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs,
Christopher Sinckler,
said that he is not sur-
prised with the
Oppositions reaction
to the debate on the
supplementary for the
Ministry of Youth
Affairs, as it relates to
the National Summer
Camp Programme.

According to him, the
Opposition does not like
and will never support
the six week summer pro-
gramme which continues
to provide a safe environ-
ment for children.

“The camps are not
their thing; they have
been abusing the concept
of summer camps from
the time it came up.
Nobody should be 
surprised with their re-
sponses today with not
supporting the supple-
mentary.”

“We are going to be ha-
rassed, and the public of
Barbados will be con-
fused over $500,000. A
simple matter like
this for the people work-

ing with the camps,
helping to see after our
children during the sum-
mer has now reached the
stage where we have to
be fighting over this in a
very degrading way,” he
stated.

The Finance Minister
also made it clear in his
contribution during the
House of assembly on
Friday that he never said
that that there will be no
supplementaries.

“We had a policy from

before that when
Ministries are seeking
supplementaries they can
find savings to cover the
supplementary. I have
asked that Ministry to
identify the savings, and
I can say that the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
not only found savings for
that, but they have also
found a lot of other sav-
ings which I will inform
the public of Barbados
and House of; these are
in the tune of millions of
dollars, in relation to the
budgets cuts that we have
asked for,” he pointed out.

Leader of the Opposition, Mia Mottley

Ministry of Youth found savings to cover supplementary

Leader opposes
supplementary

says Finance Minister

 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.digicelbarbados.com


OUR institutions of learning have a long and rich tra-
dition of excellence, which is in large part a testament
to the hard work and dedication and foresight of our ed-
ucators and policy makers.

It is clear, however, that education cannot start and
end with academic achievements alone. Increasingly,
children are exposed to more external influences
through travel and the media to name a few, and their
knowledge now encompasses a wide range of subjects
and experiences over a relatively short period of time.
Exposure to these modern facilities has given rise to a
new culture that has forced education authorities to con-
sider persistent questions of whether, for example, cell-
phone use at school should be allowed to continue,
whether tablets and other emerging technologies should
be permitted and whether corporal punishment should
be meted out to students found to be in breach of the
rules.Teachers and parents alike are challenged to deal
with a student population that is increasingly taking in
information that is not always relevant to the classroom,
but can affect the education process.

The only way to grapple with this situation will be for
adults, especially those in charge, to harness this new
knowledge to ensure that children become positive prod-
ucts of society.Guidance will be key. If young, immature
minds are left to decipher and comprehend the movie
that might have violent and sexual content, for exam-
ple, without proper adult supervision, then there is no
guarantee that what they convey to their friends and the
rest of society will be positive. Recently the debate has
been raging about how children seem to be transferring
what they have seen on television or heard on the radio
to others with whom they interact. That may well be
true, but some questions remain: Is this new? Are the
media solely responsible for their behaviour and reac-
tions?

The way of protecting them has always been through
education, strong guidance and vigilance.

Now, we’ve relaxed our standards, and dropped the
ball. As a result, last week we got a bird’s eye view of
what can happen if children do not receive appropriate
guidance and encouragement.For the most part, the re-
sponses were shock, anger, disgust and sadness toward
those involved and those who exposed the issue. While
this newspaper has already stated its views on the news
story itself, and how it was presented, there is as great
a need for more people who are willing to take action and
play a positive role in the lives of not only those who were
highlighted,but other troubled children,to stand up and
be counted. There are some who have said that teach-
ers should be more vigilant in cases like these and that
the police should be on top of these types of situations
at all times.However, one sure way to limit occurrences
such as these is to teach parents and reinforce parental
support.

The adage “You should not air your dirty laundry in
public”remains relevant,but the focus should be on get-
ting to the root of the problem – not merely covering it
up. Increasingly, there is developing a trend of posting
photos and videos of all one’s activities on the Internet.
This is not only ill-advised, it is dangerous. Once some-
thing is posted online it never goes away and those in
authority should be constantly advising their charges to
be more responsible when they post, always mindful of
how it could affect them later.

The deterioration of the extended family,and the fact
that some families are quite large have long been touted
as reasons for not paying enough attention to the prob-
lems that some children have to face or even their ac-
complishments, but this is not a satisfactory excuse
since many of our grandmothers raised ten and more
children, often as single parents, and taught their chil-
dren proper values. By all means, listen to what your
children have to say, stay in close contact with their
teachers,and encourage them to discuss problems with
you or others who can help, if their problems become too
much to handle on their own. If as a parent,you feel un-
able to cope, seek assistance early.

There is a hard fight ahead, but we must teach, love
and support our children if we want them to succeed.

Editorial

Guidance is key
TOKYO – Japan and
Russia held their first
high-level defence and
diplomatic talks yesterday
and agreed to step up co-
operation between their
militaries amid regional
security concerns such as
North Korea and China.

Japanese Foreign
Minister Fumio Kishida
and Defence Minister
Itsunori Onodera, and
their Russian counter-
parts Sergei Lavrov and
Sergei Shoigu also agreed
to hold joint military and
anti-piracy exercises and
establish a defence consul-
tation framework.

Lavrov told a news con-
ference after Saturday’s
talks that upgrading de-
fence ties between the two
countries could serve their
national interests in re-
solving terrorism and
North Korea’s nuclear

threats, as well as other
regional disputes. He also
welcomed the talks as a
landmark development for
Russia and Japan.

“I believe this event
today indicates a new
stage in the relationship
between Russia and
Japan,” Lavrov said at the
outset of the meeting.

Russia’s Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu
said that the co-operation
between Japan and
Russia will “promote
trustful relationships in
the Asia-Pacific region.”

Earlier Friday, Japan
and Russia agreed to con-
tinue discussing a territo-
rial dispute that has kept
the nations from signing
a peace treaty.

“We need to act con-
structively. We should not
be emotional, and avoid
provocative remarks,”

Lavrov said in Friday’s
news conference.

The diplomats also
agreed to hold vice-minis-
terial talks in late January
or February, ahead of
Kishida’s planned visit to
Russia in the spring.

Lavrov did not mention
an attack on Russian mis-
siles in Latakia in Syria.
Kishida said he and
Lavrov planned to discuss
Syria, Iran, Afghanistan
and other international is-
sues at Friday’s working
dinner, which was closed
to the media.

Japan is seeking to
broaden its defence ties, in
addition to its key security
alliance with the United
States, in response to
China’s growing military
presence and threats from
North Korea.

Russia has been ex-
panding its trade ties in

Asia and President
Vladimir Putin has ac-
tively sought closer rela-
tions with Japan,partly as
a counter to China’s rising
military power.

It’s unclear how much
progress is being made to-
ward a resolution of a dis-
pute over four islands that
were seized by Soviet
forces at the end of World
War II. The dispute has
kept the two nations from
signing a peace treaty for-
mally ending their World
War II hostilities.

Japan and Russia have
also stepped up co-opera-
tion in developing energy
resources, especially lique-
fied natural gas. Kishida
said trade between the
two countries totalled a
record $33 billion last
year, and that further
growth is expected this
year.

NEW YORK – Local gaso-
line prices are swinging up
and down ever more dras-
tically, a result of a na-
tional fuel system that is
operating with a shrink-
ing margin for error.

Jumps of 20 cents per
gallon or more in a single
day are becoming more
common, for example, ac-
cording to an analysis of
daily and weekly price
changes at 120 000 US
gasoline stations tracked
by GasBuddy.com. Sixty-
three times this year at
least one US metro area
has seen such a change.
Like the 24-cent increase
Decatur, Ill.drivers saw on
Jan. 26, or the 24-cent in-
crease in Superior,Wis. on
April 30, and the 28-cent
increase in Henderson,Ky.
on Sept. 19.

Not since 2008 have
there been so many 20-
cent changes. Last year
those happened 58 times.
In 2011 they happened
just 21 times, and in 2010
just 7 times.

“There’s more and more
feast or famine,” says Tom
Kloza, chief oil analyst at

the Oil Price Information
Service and
GasBuddy.com.

The problem, analysts
say, is a fuel system in-
creasingly vulnerable to
short-term shocks. That’s
because refiners try to
keep stocks of gasoline low
to save money, just as
other manufacturers aim
to operate on a “just-in-
time” inventory schedule.
The nation has about 26
days’ worth of gasoline de-
mand in storage, com-
pared with 30 to 40 days’
worth during much of the
1980’s and 1990’s, accord-
ing to the Energy
Department. Also, there
are 143 operating refiner-
ies, about half the total
from 1980, so, if one has a
problem, supplies quickly
drop.

That price whiplash has
a cost. Spikes in gasoline
prices are more damaging
to the economy than a slow
rise in prices because they
undermine consumer con-
fidence, economists say.
Drivers may be pleasantly
surprised when prices
slide lower, like they have

recently — the national
average is at US$3.28, its
lowest level of the year.
But they don’t know when
the price might bounce
back up, and increases are
almost always sharper
than decreases. That
makes it harder to budget
for the daily commute, or
know whether dinner out
or a new appliance will be
affordable.

These dramatic local
price swings are happen-
ing despite relatively sta-
ble oil prices and a na-
tional average gasoline
price that has hovered
around US$3.50 per gal-
lon for three years. In
2008, the last time local
prices were this volatile,
oil spiked to US$145 a bar-
rel in July, then plunged
below US$40 in late
December as the global fi-
nancial crisis sent energy
markets reeling. The na-
tional average gasoline
price ranged from US$1.62
to US$4.11 a gallon.

Nowhere is it more frus-
trating to buy gas than in
Kokomo, Ind., a flat, unas-
suming blue collar city sur-

rounded by farmland 45
miles north of Indianapolis
that regularly sees 10-cent
or 20-cent price changes in
a single day. On average,
the price changes 5 cents
there every day and 16
cents every week, the high-
est in the nation,according
to GasBuddy.com.

Jim Brooks, who works
at a Chrysler transmission
plant in town,does his best
to fill up elsewhere. “If I
don’t have to buy gas in
Kokomo, I don’t,” he said
recently at Manjas
Marathon station in
Kokomo during a lunch
break. He bought a soda
and some chips, but not
gasoline.

Gas station owners set
their prices based on how
much it cost to buy the last
shipment of wholesale
gasoline, how much the
next shipment will cost,
and what competitors are
doing. Stations typically
make very little on gaso-
line, because they set the
price as low as possible to
attract people into their
more profitable conven-
ience stores.

‘For the cause that lacks assistance, ’Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, For the future in the distance, And the good that I can do’
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LIL’ RICK entertained us
with his take on the de-
light of mashing up and
buying back a replace-
ment for what was previ-
ously destroyed. In
Barbadian folklore, mash-
ing up can be so wonder-
ful that the recipient of
the mashing up procedure
is quite willing to undergo
that process, making or
willing to accept a prom-
ise to buy back a replace-
ment for whatever was
destroyed in the mashing
up.

Somebody seems to
think that Barbadians are
so in love with being
mashed up, that we have
been invited to mash up
our country, with the pos-
sibility of having it bought
back later. But while some
people may regard this a
delightful exercise for
some countries, we should
not entertain this for
Barbados.

It takes a lot of effort to
build up anything, and
more especially a country,
but there is nothing easier
than tearing down what
other people have built.
All developed countries
recognise this and build

an elaborate structure to
ensure that negative
forces, whether external
or internal, do not make
any significant headway
in tearing down their soci-
eties.

In all countries that
have achieved greatness,
all the centres of power
pull in the same direction
in terms of seeking to
build their country. Of
course, there are political
battles, but these never
threaten the security or
welfare of the country. If
we should have learnt
anything from our colo-
nial history, this is it.

In recent times, we have
seen a departure from
this long tradition in
America, but that has
largely been driven by
strong race hatred for the
President and the secu-
rity of extremists elected
officials who occupy ger-
rymandered seats that
protect them from chal-
lenge. Their actions have
already caused the most
powerful country in the
world to lose its premiere
financial rating and has
forced other countries to
begin looking for alterna-

tive economic leadership.
This found expression in
the Chinese calling for a
de-Americanized world.

A commentary by Liu
Chang in Xinhua, which
is the state-controlled
news agency of China, ti-
tled, ‘US fiscal failure war-
rants a de-Americanized
world’ is instructive in
terms of the thoughts ex-
pressed:

“As US politicians of
both political parties are
still shuffling back and
forth between the White
House and the Capitol
Hill without striking a vi-
able deal to bring normal-
ity to the body politic they
brag about, it is perhaps a
good time for the befud-
dled world to start consid-
ering building a de-
Americanized world.

“Meanwhile, the US
government has gone to
all lengths to appear be-
fore the world as the one
that claims the moral high
ground, yet covertly doing
things that are as auda-
cious as torturing prison-
ers of war, slaying civil-
ians in drone attacks, and
spying on world leaders.”

There have been many
prophecies of the eventual
demise of America, but
few saw that it would
come from internal strife
caused by the fervent de-
sire of elected officials to
destroy their own country
if that is what it takes to
bring down a hated leader
and his administration.

It is well known that
while President Obama
was being sworn in as
President, a group of

Republicans were meet-
ing to plan the best way to
bring him down. They de-
termined then that they
would block everything he
attempted to do, regard-
less of how good it would
be for Americans. They
have kept their word, but
while they have done
tremendous harm to their
country and have possibly
sown the seeds of its de-
struction, President
Obama continues to do his
best for America.

America has been the
world’s watershed in
terms of opportunity,
human rights, and, de-
spite its faults, equality,
when compared to other
developed countries. The
reason why that country
attracts so much criticism
is that it has offered the
world so much that has
been superior to any other
country in recent history.
To whom much is given,
from him much is ex-
pected. Would a de-
Americanized world be a
better place?

Reputations are easy to
destroy, but rebuilding is
difficult. Rebuilding a
country’s reputation is not

as easy as administration
change. I have had the op-
portunity to participate in
discussions with foreign
business persons who
were considering doing
business in Barbados.
One of the strongest sell-
ing points for this coun-
try, presented by local
business persons who
were about to partner
with them, was that we
were a stable democracy
with predictable policies
and strict adherence to
constitutional changes of
Government. Now, we are
being told to change this.
When we mash up
Barbados as we are now
invited to do, can we buy it
back? 

When we are in a pull
down mindset, we see
nothing wrong with scrap-
ing the barrel for every
ugly thing we can find to
make headline news or
stoke public discontent,
even descending to child
pornography, for the ma-
rauding group pursues
only its own interests.
Investment may help to
build an economy, but it
cannot restore a de-
stroyed society.

“TV – two letters. If kids
are entertained by two let-
ters, imagine the fun
they'll have with twenty-
six. Open your child's
imagination. Open a
book.” (Author
Unknown)

TWO weeks ago, my col-
umn on some Bajan books
was accidentally submit-
ted in an early incomplete
version … Sometimes the
hand works faster than
the brain! As a result, the
rest of the column has lan-
guished in my computer,
waiting to see the light of
day. So here it is.

In fact, after reviewing
the remarkable pair of
books Beyond the Trees
and Awakening to a
Dream by Monica
Newlands – her autobio-
graphical travel adven-
tures - I went on to
Strangers in the Village,
by G.L.Sydney Simmons,
where the column came to
an abrupt end! This novel,
also semi-autobiographi-
cal, contains a great deal
of contemplation and in-
trospection, exploring
themes that have fasci-
nated or perhaps haunted
many of us, as passionate
Bajans moving between

our own village and the
global village. We look
back sentimentally, but
have to acknowledge that
we can’t retrace our steps
or turn back the clock. But
Strangers in the Village is
not without humour, like
the story of the well-lubri-
cated drunk who ran to
the old Belmont police sta-
tion one night in terror,
claiming that a man in the
Moravian graveyard was
correcting the name on his
tombstone!

Cassius: from WHARF
BOY to ROLE MODEL,
by Keith Sandiford, is an
inspiring biography of an
extraordinary Bajan hero
– Winston Yearwood,
B.C.H., better known as
Young Cassius Clay. It’s
the story of “a young man
who battled adversity,
lack of opportunity, spent
much of his early life
hacking a living on the
waterfront and alleys of
Bridgetown, to emerge
today as a model citizen.”
He’s done it all – versatile
entertainer (singer,
dancer, fire-eater, drum-
mer, comedian), artist,
boxer, sports coach, social
worker, philanthropist,
role model – his life story
should be read by every-

one and especially every
school child – why not
make it a school text
book?

The most recent book in
today’s collection is Facing
North: Tales from
Bathsheba (2012) by
Edison T.“Theo”Williams.
This collection of short
stories comes from a re-
tired hotelier and restau-
rateur with a life-long love
of writing, and whose re-
tirement has given birth
to a whole new life for a
born story teller. I confess
to approaching the book
with a sense of immediate
affection and curiosity, be-
cause Bathsheba has al-
ways been my personal
muse and, for me, a truly
sacred place of beauty and
inspiration. It’s the heart
and soul of Barbados, the
jewel within the Scotland
District, and the “lungs of

Barbados”.
Theo ran the ancient

Atlantis Hotel, founded by
Miss Emmeline
McConney and run for
decades by Miss Enid
Maxwell, in the last days
of its previous life, before
the current splendid re-
building by Andrew
Warden, and he grew to
love the place like all
“Bathshebans”.And these
stories conjure up the
place, the people, the surf
and the sand crunching
under your feet, the sun-
rise and the salt air. You
can almost feel the breeze
and smell that unique and
heady Bathsheba smell! 

It’s a collection of just
ten short stories – all per-
fectly poised, beautifully
crafted, gripping tales of
amazing variety, yet each
one flows so easily that
you quickly seem to know

the characters personally
– to see them and under-
stand them. The first
story is breath taking and
intensely moving – to be
honest, the tension and
the depth of emotion
transmitted brought tears
to my eyes.

It was followed by a racy
tale with twists and turns,
and the “shocking” twist
in the tale – in Jeffrey
Archer style – completely
surprised me. It almost
kept me awake that night!
But every story also car-
ries a relevant message,
transmitted from a place
and a community that’s
the true soul of Barbados
– Bathsheba – Facing
North …a metaphor in
several ways. It’s a “must
read”.

Next on my list, just
started, is “Sugar in the
Blood” by Andrea Stuart –
an epic and stirring his-
torical novel, “filling in the
gaps in her family’s ge-
nealogical research”, as it
were!

Bouquet: To the
National Library Service
for their Marathon
Reading of George
Lamming’s In the Castle
of my Skin. Ironically, of
all our bookshops, only

Days Books had any
copies for sale.Thank you,
Days Books. But why
won’t our bookshops pro-
mote Bajan and
Caribbean authors more
aggressively? Perhaps
bookshops should be run
by Supermarkets, which
understand how to supply
and market products! I
can truly say I enjoyed
this, my third read of this
splendid classic, even
more than when I read it
at school and later, again,
in University.

Brickbat: To those
wretched noisemakers
everywhere … boom
boxes in cars, “amplified”
mufflers that sound like
warfare, motorcycles like-
wise, and the nuisances
who tie out kites with
buzzers all night to keep
hundreds of people
awake. Can nothing be
done about all this noise,
after years of campaign-
ing by the Society for a
Quieter Barbados?

(Professor Fraser is
Past President of the
Barbados National
Trust, and past Dean of
Medical Sciences, UWI.
Website: profhen-
ryfraser.com)

Mash up and buy back

Books, books and more great Bajan books – Part 2
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Given the characteristics
of the right of entry it
would only be in excep-
tional situations that entry
into Member States will be
denied to Community na-
tionals…Para. 83,
Shanique Myrie v
Barbados (CCJ,
October 2013)

IN last week’s effort, we
treated the two substan-
tive grounds on which the
immigration authorities of
a Member State of CARI-
COM may restrict the
entry of Community na-
tionals into its jurisdic-
tion. Essentially, these are
either that that national
presented a clear and
present danger to one of
the fundamental moral,
national health or na-
tional security interests of
the receiving state or that
he or she, because of an
objectively discernible
want of means, is likely to
become a charge on the
public funds of the receiv-
ing state. These grounds
were in keeping with the
provisions of Community
law as evidenced by the
Conference Decision of
2007 and the Revised
Treaty to which the re-
spective states had volun-
tarily acceded in their sov-
ereign capacities.

Their Lordships noted,
however, that the excep-

tional character of such a
denial of a Community
right demanded, consis-
tent with the principles of
administrative accounta-
bility and justice, that the
Community national
should be given reasons
for the refusal. Given the
likely contentious circum-
stances in which entry
would be denied and in
order to allow for best ev-
idence of the basis for re-
fusal in case of later dis-
pute, it was held that such
reason(s) should be pro-
vided promptly and in
writing except in those
rare cases where the dis-
closure of the reason(s)
would be “contrary to es-
sential security interests”
[RTC, Article 225(a)].

Allied to the right of the
Community national to be
provided promptly with
written reasons of any de-
nial of entry, is his or her
right effectively to chal-
lenge that decision.
According to the judge-
ment, this required “the
Member States to provide
at the national level an ef-
fective and accessible ap-
peal or review procedure
with adequate safeguards
to protect the rights of the
person denied entry…” In
this context, the Court re-
ferred favourably to the
practice in Jamaica
whereby a decision to re-
fuse entry is immediately

reviewable by a higher
placed official, although it
was thought that some
form of judicial oversight
should also be made avail-
able.

In this connection, the
domestic Barbadian pro-
visions in section 23(1) of
the Immigration Act
which limits the right to
challenge in court the re-
fusal of permission to
enter Barbados by order
of the Minister with re-
sponsibility for
Immigration or an immi-
gration officer to citizens
or permanent residents
only and in section
13(2)(b) of the
Administrative Justice
Act that precludes the
need for reasons to be
given for an official deci-
sion under the
Immigration Act appeared
to be inconsistent with the
principles of Community
law.

Nonetheless, the Court
was not prepared to hold
that these provisions vio-
lated Ms Myrie’s rights,

frustrated the object and
purpose of the RTC and/or
resulted in the discrimi-
natory and inhumane
treatment of Community
nationals. Rather, in an
admirable example of judi-
cial restraint, the Court
simply observed that “ a
violation of Community
law is not so much caused
by the existence of domes-
tic laws that seemingly
contradict it but by
whether and how these
laws are applied in prac-
tice…” Hence, the Court
expected that “so far as
these provisions apply to
Community nationals, the
Barbados domestic courts
will, where possible, apply
them liberally so as to har-
monise them with
Community law…”

Given the plain words of
these provisions, an appli-
cation of them in accor-
dance with the tenets of
Community law will, in ef-
fect, require a judge to ig-
nore their literal meaning.
In consequence, the CCJ
might have, sub silentio,

struck down the intend-
ment of both provisions by
its ruling in Myrie, never
mind that it appeared
most reluctant to do so.
After all, it should be no
longer possible to restrict
the challenge to an immi-
gration decision to a
Barbadian citizen or per-
manent resident only if
Community law is to be
adhered to,nor would it be
consistent henceforth with
that law to refuse to pro-
vide reasons for a negative
official immigration deci-
sion as is clearly permitted
under the Administrative
Justice Act.

Further, the Court en-
joined that those states
which were signatory to
the 2007 Conference
Decision should allow re-
fused visitors the opportu-
nity to consult an attorney
or a consular official of
their country, if available
or, in any event, to consult
a family member. Indeed,
the Court was prepared to
hold definitively that
“Community nationals are
legally entitled to some
such treatment…”

I am, of course, not privy
to what local officials such
as the Honourable Prime
Minister and Attorney
General have been telling
the immigration officers in
their talks with these last
concerning the implica-
tions of the CCJ decision.

However, given today’s
discussion of the ruling, it
is clear that it cannot be
business as usual, if my
readers will forgive the
use of that hackneyed ex-
pression.Entry into CARI-
COM jurisdictions that
was once a mere privilege
for regional nationals has
now become a fully  en-
forceable fundamental
Community right of
theirs, subject to denial in
the clearest cases only
and, even then, with the
provision of certain proce-
dural safeguards and, ulti-
mately, vindicable in the
Caribbean Court of
Justice. I suppose we have
Ms Myrie to thank for this.

And someday, perhaps,
when the immediate ran-
cour engendered by an ad-
verse judicial decision is
spent, when the import of
the CCJ judgement is fully
grasped, and when
Community nationals are
assured of a reception of
entry equivalent to that of
a cosmopolitan visitor at
regional ports of entry, Ms
Myrie will be recalled as
the one whose audacity in
challenging a decision that
she thought unfair did
more for the concept of re-
gional unity than the
countless official commu-
niqués, decisions and
agreements ever achieved,
whatever the cogency of
the reasoning.

Immigration and the Community national II

AS the Barbados
Government Information
Service (BGIS) gears up
to celebrate its 55th an-
niversary, its Acting Chief
Information Officer,
Sharon Lynch, says the
services of this public re-
lations organisation are
needed now more than
ever in this technology-
driven world.

Ms. Lynch expressed
the view that there was
an increasing demand for
information from the
public in this information
age. “Barbadians under-
stand that they have a
right to know and to
know the truth, and I
think our society is so-
phisticated enough to un-
derstand when the truth
is being told and when
something is being hid-
den from them. In addi-
tion, information is so
readily available and ac-
cessible from all parts of
the world that people
know and expect they are
going to get information

from government in a
similar way.”

Therefore, she under-
scored the need for an
agency like the BGIS to
coordinate this informa-
tion and ensure its accu-
racy. She described the
sharing of information
with members of the pub-
lic as arming them with
power to know what to do
and how to act.

And, the Acting Chief
said the organisation is
on a mission to reach
more people as it dissem-
inates Government’s in-
formation, and disclosed
that in the New Year the
BGIS would be employ-
ing social media to do so.
“We are fortunate to have
some young officers who
are very much into tech-
nology and they are anx-
ious to use it. They have
put forward a proposal for
us to be on Facebook and
we are fine-tuning it. We
know that by being on
Facebook we will be able
to communicate with the

world, but also connect
with and attract the at-
tention of younger per-
sons in our society be-
cause that is the way they
communicate, not just via
traditional media,” she
pointed out.

She added that technol-
ogy had been advancing
rapidly within the last 20
years and the BGIS had
not been utilising it as it
should, but gave the as-
surance that this situa-
tion would change. She
noted, for example, that
its Web Section had been
in existence for five years
and its work had grown
tremendously during that
period. She is of the view
that this area has to be
on the radar of the organ-
isation since more people
could be reached via this
medium.

“We certainly need to
pay a lot more attention
to the web because it has

global reach and people
all over the world are able
to access Government’s
information. So, we need
to use that to our advan-
tage. People are able to
find out what is happen-
ing whether or not a gov-
ernment wants them to
find out, so it is better to
get your information and
education out there first
because if you don’t put
the right thing out there,
people are going to as-
sume things and get the
wrong information. It is
better to put the right
thing out the first time,
especially since informa-
tion is so readily accessi-
ble,” she remarked.

The Barbados
Government Information
Service was established
in 1958 to educate citi-
zens about the activities
of Government, especially
since many of them were
asking legitimate ques-

tions about its policies,
programmes, taxation
and expenditure. At that
time, the organisation
had a staff complement of
one, but by 1963 it was
upgraded to a full-fledged
department, and the
Government Film Unit,
which had been operated
by the Visual Aids Section
of the Ministry of
Education from 1944, was
transferred to BGIS. This
meant that the
Department assumed the
responsibility for the pro-
duction of Government
films, which were shown
primarily by the Mobile
Cinema, at community
centres and at overseas
missions.

Over the past 55 years,
the BGIS has accumu-
lated an enviable collec-
tion, which includes film,
photographs, and print
material. It has also be-
come the major reposi-
tory for the audio visual
history of Barbados.

The BGIS now has

radio, television and
press sections. In addi-
tion to functioning as
Government's public re-
lations advisor and publi-
cising information in a
timely fashion, the organ-
isation plays a major role
in educating members of
the public about various
issues, so that they can
make informed decisions
and ultimately live better
lives.

Public relations is a
specialist field that is
very critical because it
can 'make or break' a
project. However, Ms.
Lynch lamented that
sometimes other depart-
ments only remembered
it at the end of their plan-
ning. “Public relations
should be included when
you are making your
plans for any new project;
it needs to be at the fore-
front and we should be a
part of the planning so we
are able to better advise
the Ministries.

(BGIS/SA)

Public relations necessary for every organisation
BGIS Feature



I AM compelled to write
this in response to the ar-
ticle and picture on the
back page of the Nation
newspaper dated
Saturday 26th October re
two school children appar-
ently having sex on school
premises. Whilst I in no
way condone their actions
or those of their peers en-
gaged in this activity in
schools across the island, I
will allow others to speak
to that issue as I see the
printing of this porno-
graphic still image in a na-

tional daily newspaper as
a huge injustice to these
two under-aged children.

There can be no doubt
that the broad outline of
the article re sexual activ-
ity in schools was news-
worthy and of legitimate
concern to the public.
However, based on how
the information was pre-
sented the lives of these
children and their fami-
lies will be forever tar-
nished and changed be-
cause of the national expo-
sure that their actions

have been given.
The fact that the video

of their act and others like
it have circulated on social
media, in no way gives the
Nation newspaper the
right to further publicly
expose these teenagers as
they have done. We have
to ask ourselves how big a
role this article played in
the fact that the girl was
picked up for wandering
and is now confined to
Summerville until she is
18 yrs old. We also have a
young boy who does not
want to return to school.
In the moment biology
may have driven these
two young people’s behav-
ior but in no way would
they have been prepared

to deal either emotionally
or psychologically with the
ramifications of their ac-
tions on a national stage.

There are those who
support the publication of
the picture and the article
because of its factual na-
ture, there are those who
support it because they
see it as serving the
greater good, namely, that
calling national attention
to this issue. I however
maintain that sacrificing
these two children on the
altar of expediency can
never justify any positive
outcome that can come
from this.

If the main desired out-
come of the Nation news-
paper was to draw atten-

tion and sensitize the pub-
lic to this issue, it could
have been handled much
differently.There could for
example, have been a se-
ries of articles on sex in
schools across Barbados,
the reasons they became
sexually active, it’s impact
and the role that we can
play as a society to singly
and collectively reduce the
incidence. There would
have been no need to ex-
pose any of the students
and it would still have
achieved its objective.

The Nation is a daily na-
tional newspaper and not
a “rag” or an arbitrary in-
ternet site, and as such it
has a responsibility to its’
reading public (provided

they want to keep them) to
not just be newsworthy
but to be responsible, cred-
ible and have a social con-
science.

Though you are running
a business the bottom line
can’t always be about sell-
ing newspapers. We all
need to have a social con-
science and who amongst
us from the Nation’s hier-
archy to the man on the
street would have wanted
to see our son or daughter
in a sexually explicit posi-
tion for all the world to
see?  

The Nation 40 years of
caring … where was the
caring for these two young
people?

VIRGINIA BURKE DDS
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QUOTES FOR TODAY WORDS OF
WISDOM

Horace Walpole
(1717 - 1797)

Author
“But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his
marvellous light;” 

1 Peter 2:9 KJV

“The world is a tragedy to those
who feel, but a comedy to those
who think.”

“There is only one thing a
philosopher can be relied
upon to do, and that is to con-
tradict other philosophers.”

REALITY?

Everything you can 
imagine is real.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ADVOCATE PUBLISHERS (2000) INC, FONTABELLE • FAX: 434-1000 • E-MAIL: letters@barbadosadvocate.com

LET GOD
SPEAK TO US

William James
(1842 - 1910)

Philosopher & psychologist

IT gives me great pleas-
ure as Past President of
The Sindhi Association of
Barbados to bring greet-
ings on the very auspi-
cious occasion of Diwali
2013.

Every Hindu festival is
saturated with profound
spiritual significance.
These festivals did not
originate to provide occa-
sions for feasting and os-
tentation. When you ex-
amine them from the spir-
itual or Scientific point of
view, you will find that
they are full of sacred
meanings.

During Diwali we light
light thousands of lamps.
We light many candles
with the flame of a single
candle. But, remember
only a burning candle can
light other candles. One
who lives in the knowl-
edge of his Divine
Heritage can enlighten
others who are in igno-
rance. One who is himself
unillumined cannot illu-
mine others for he is
caught up in the delusions
of the world (Darkness of
Maya).

One must light his own
lamp from the universal
light of love and thence

forward he can transmit
illumination to all who
seek and strive.All lamps
(Human Beings) shine
alike, since they are all
sparks of the Paramjyothi,
The Universal
Luminosity that is, God,
Lamps are many, but the
Light is one.

We therefore invite you
to reflect on the Spiritual
Significance of this Holy
Festival and endeavour to
be like The Deyas illum-
ing the way of our broth-
ers and sisters with love
and charity.

Together with the
Management Committee,
the Trustees and
Members of the Sindhi
Association of Barbados,
we pray that may the di-
vine light of Diwali guide
you through the coming
year.

I wish to extend to the
people of Barbados and
the Caribbean a very
Happy and Holy Diwali
2013 and May the bless-
ings of Mother Lakshmi
(Goddess of Wealth) be
showered on all of us.

Message from the
President of The Sindhi
Association, Mr. Prakash
Mahtani.

The spiritual
significance of Diwali

MANY parliamentarians
as legislators in the as-
sembly of representatives
practising democracy
would have great diffi-
culty in answering the
captioned question hon-
estly and without equivo-
cation. All too often, what
passes for representative
parliamentary democracy
is in fact a federal autoc-
racy within a feudal par-
tisan political system.

The anticipated answer
which in many cases will
not be correct is: The con-
stituency as a whole by
whose majority I was
elected a member of the
Assembly to serve with-
out discrimination of so-
cial class, religious creed,
ethnic origin, or partisan
political affiliation.

As an honest and un-
equivocal answer, its prac-
tice would go a long way to
establish a genuine social
contract between the
elected representative as
the Government and their
several constituencies.

It is necessary to ob-
serve that in the prevail-

ing system, while the re-
sponsibility for the
Administration of the con-
sensus of the Assembly as
the Legislature is vested
in the member who com-
mands the support of a
majority, every member of
the assembly is a sworn
member of the
Government of the coun-
try.

The concept of a Leader
of the Opposition as an of-
fice creates a Government
as the House divided
against itself. To avoid
this impediment, the im-
portance of positive alter-
native contributions to
the solution of national
problems as legislation for
guidance of the adminis-
tration must be recog-
nised and manifested.

There would be no per-
manent minority of mem-
bers of the Government of
the country on every issue
in which consensus is
sought. The predisposi-
tion to opposition for its
own name's sake in adver-
sarial proceedings would
give way to constructive

debate of alternative
ideas for the support of a
majority.

In Barbados at the pres-
ent time for example, in-
stead of aping the futile
gestures of the Tea Party
faction of the Republican
Party of the U.S.A to frus-
trate the Administration,
the Barbados Labour
Party as a minority of one
on the floor of the House
of Assembly should be
stating positively and pre-
cisely what its alternative
measure are for direction
of the Administration to
follow.

The wrangling for as-
cendancy to the
Administration of a
Government popularly
elected only eight months
ago is unbecoming ma-
ture politicians of any
hue.

Pertinent questions in
regulation Question Time
in the House (extended if
necessary) to obtain the
information required as a
basis for subsequent no-
tions are more effective
parliamentary strata-

gems than out of season
campaigning for general
elections.

Response to these
Questions in the House
and the manner in which
they are treated would re-
veal the fact that while
partisan politicians come
and go, the Permanent
Establishment of the Civil
Service provides the ad-
vice on which Ministers
depend, and the action or
otherwise for manifesta-
tion or frustration of
Government Policy.

When Ministers of
Government elevate their
status to Managing
Director instead of
Chairman of the Board of
Departments. In their
portfolio, as they accept
the Kudos for perform-
ance of the Heads of
Department, they must
also accept the blame for
default. This contributes
to the decline in efficiency
of the Civil Service as an
active agency in the regu-
lation of the nation's busi-
ness.

LEONARD ST. HILL

Whom do you represent?

Newspaper could have handled matter better
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THE Breitling 2013 col-
lection is now available 
at the Breitling Boutique,
located at Limegrove
Lifestyle Centre,
Holetown St. James.

Boutique Manager,
Roger Holder, revealed
this season’s styles 
during a reception on
Thursday night, also en-
ticing guests to the many
features of this timepiece
which continues to be the
most sought after in the
world.

He said that from 1884,
Breitling has continu-
ously raised the bar.

“From the invention of
the Navitimer in 1952
which to date is the
world’s oldest mechanical
Chronograph and still 
in production, to the
Cosmonaute in 1992,
and going a step further
in 2009 launching its 
first in-house Caliber,
Breitling has been climb-
ing the ladder to success.”

Holder also revealed
that many of the collec-
tions are exclusive to the

Limegrove Boutique, and
assured guests that when
they purchase a Breitling,
they are purchasing a
high quality product.

“Breitling is known for
their highly accurate
chronograph movements.
It is a wonderful brand for
men to step into; however,
most people think it’s only
a gentlemen’s watch, but
ladies have stepped up
their game and started 
to wear slightly bigger
watches. Also, there 
are Breitling watches 
designed for ladies,” he 
indicated.

The Breitling 2013 
collection includes the
Navitimer Cosmonaute,
which is powered by a
Breitling Caliber BO2
chronometer movement
with a frequency of 28 800
vibrations per minute,
and the manual winding
system and the 24-hour
display of this movement
are directly comparable to
its celebrated predecessor.

Also highlighted was
the Breitling for Bentley

B06 collection, which is
being promoted by David
Beckham. This Bentley
B06 is noted to be a highly

exclusive chronograph.
It is distinguished by its
ingenious “30-second
chronograph” system,

inspired by a Breitling
patent dating from 1926,
and based on a central
hand sweeping around

the dial in half a minute 
– thereby ensuring ex-
tremely 1/8th second time
readings.
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THE interior of the
Madame Ifill Day
Nursery was given a
facelift over the week-
end by members of The
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

Twenty volunteers from
this church yesterday
painted the day-care facil-
ity as part of their service
project on International
Day of Service. As ex-
plained by Public Affairs
Director, Cheryl Sinckler,

this annual occasion,
marked by the church,
allows members to “offer
some type of service on a
regular basis to fellow
Barbadians, especially 
the youth”.

District President of
The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Stuart Sampson,
added the day was also
being marked by branches
of the church throughout
the Caribbean. These

churches conducted other
types of service projects.

“The church likes to do
service projects in the
community when it can,
once we get the opportu-
nity to help people. This
weekend we have the 
opportunity to do so and
the church is making a
Caribbean-wide effort. So
from Jamaica down to the
three Guianas, the church
is involved in a Caribbean
area day of service. Our

local chapter of the church
decided that we are going
to do this day nursery and
we are going to paint the

inside. The service proj-
ects throughout the
Caribbean are of all dif-
ferent kinds, some people

are cleaning the yard,
some people are singing
hymns,” he explained.

(MG)

Roger Holder, Manager of Breitling Boutique, showing Mr. Vic Fernandes timepieces from the 2013 Breitling
collection.

Two of the 20 youth volunteers from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints painting the Madame Ifill Day Nursery.

Breitling 2013
collection launched

Madame Ifill Day Nursery spruced up!
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New York City: 17°C
Miami, Florida: 31°C
Toronto, Canada: 5°C
London, UK: 12°C
Beijing, China: 13°C

High: 3:34 a.m.
and 3:17 p.m.

Low: 9:06 a.m.
and 9:46 p.m.

Fair to partly cloudy with a
few brief scattered showers.

Yesterday: 0 mm
For the month: 25.2 mm
For the year: 1037.9 mm

Max: 29.8°C
Min: 23.6°C

5:31 p.m.5:53 a.m.

By Renice Bostic 

THEY “Unleashed” their
passion, sang and danced
the “Voices of the Soul” to a
sold-out audience, which
was thrilled by the show.
The Frank Collymore Hall
was taken over by dancers
whose passion showed 
in every pointe at the
Scotiabank 2013 NIFCA
Performing Arts Dance
Finals.

Hardly anyone can dispute
that Louise Woodvine Dance
Academy stole the show in the
first half with their two pieces,
“Unleashed” and “Sing Sing
Sing”.The theatrics were capti-
vating and they also appeared
for a third time in the second
half. A piece by the talented
Kerby Young entitled “Final
Attempt” and the dramatic
“Musicality Takes Over” by
Jamal Dawe were also high-
lights.

The beginning of the second
half of the show would have

brought many people to 
tears. From Israel Lovell
Foundation’s tribute to the 
ancestors who never received 
a proper burial as slaves in
“Voices of the Soul”, to Praise
Academy of Dance’s tribute to
abused children in “Maternal
Ties” were touching to say the
least. These children were in
tears on stage and the pain of
the abused children they de-
picted could be felt as far as the
hall’s lobby. When the senior
corps of Dancin’ Africa paid
tribute in “This Too Shall Pass”
to those persons who com-
mitted suicide recently in
Barbados and their mothers,
the audience was so deeply
touched that it was hard to 
applaud the performance. The
judges will have a hard time
deciding who, if anyone, gets
the coveted Madame Ifill
Award.

It was the first of five nights
of finals, but more importantly,
five nights where the tradition
of excellence has continued.

Dance comes
alive at
NIFCA finals

Louise Woodvine Dance Academy in their energetic performance of ‘Sing Sing Sing’.

Israel Lovell Foundation during ‘Voices of the Soul’.

The children of Praise Academy of Dance showing the pain of
abused children.Adrenaline Dancers with ‘Cricket Lovely Cricket’ brought a local flare to their urban dance piece.
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IN the early part of
October, governments at-
tending the international
Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO)
Assembly in Montreal
reached an outline agree-
ment on a basis on which
all civil aviation emis-
sions will be regulated in
future.

The decision, which
eventually may increase
ticket prices, could, para-
doxically, also be of bene-
fit to the Caribbean and
other small island devel-
oping states at risk from
sea level change, as ne-
gotiations proceed on the
detail of what is in effect
an ‘agreement to reach an
agreement’.

What the UN body de-
cided on were the steps
that ICAO’S members
will take between now
and the next such meet-
ing in 2016. This will in-
volve negotiating the de-
tail of a new market
mechanism to enter into
force by 2020, the year in
which a new UN climate
convention is meant to be
in place.

Although the decision
marks a breakthrough,
and brings to an end the
view that international
aviation was in some way
exempt from taxation, it
is not clear what shape
or impact the final
arrangement will have.
This is because, at the
last minute, opt out lan-
guage was agreed to meet
the concerns of develop-
ing countries, including
India, China and Brazil,
which suggests that
there will be an exemp-
tion clause that provides
a ‘fair and equitable so-
lution’ for countries that
have ‘special circum-
stances or with limited
capabilities’.

In theory, the agree-
ment by ICAO should
bring to an end unilater-
ally introduced regional
approaches such as the
EU’s Emissions Trading
System (EU ETS), which
threatened to bring about
a trade war. However,
and controversially, the
EU still intends applying
its scheme to all carriers
using its airspace, other
than those from develop-
ing nations.

What the new ap-
proach will not do is re-
move measures like the
UK’s Air Passenger Duty
(APD) as this began life
as an environmental tax,
but subsequently became
a general taxation meas-
ure in the form of a dis-
tance based ticket tax.

What was agreed in
Montreal was that all air-
lines will join an emis-
sions management
scheme; that this would
bring to an end nations
imposing their own
schemes without a global
agreement; that the avia-
tion sector will negotiate
a carbon tax and market-
based mechanism to limit
aviation emissions of
greenhouse gases; that
this likely will include
tradeable permits to emit
carbon and carbon
offsets; and that the avi-
ation sector will seek to
introduce new low carbon
technology.

At the Montreal meet-
ing, St Kitts’ Minister of
Tourism, Ricky Skerritt,
made a particularly
strong case for the chal-
lenges facing small states
and the negative impact
that taxes on aviation can
have on tourism and eco-
nomic growth in a region

that is tourism depend-
ent.

As for Caribbean desti-
nations that want to
maximise demand and
increase visitor numbers
and the amount visitors
spend, or the long suffer-
ing traveller who sees the
price of air travel contin-
uing ever upward, it re-
mains to be seen how all
this will impact on the
cost of a ticket. Much will
depend on what happens
to the presently
depressed market for
trading carbon, how
many licences are issued

under any global cap and
trade scheme, and in
what way.

While some nations in
Europe and elsewhere
previously made clear
that that they are com-
mitted to removing their
own unilaterally intro-
duced ticket taxes, time
will tell whether existing
environmental ticket
taxes, once a global
scheme is in place, then
become parallel general
revenue raising meas-
ures.

What was agreed, how-
ever, may eventually

have a broader positive
impact on the Caribbean.

In a side announce-
ment, ICAO and the EC
said that they will com-
mit to a Euro 6.5m fund
to mitigate the impact of
climate change, initially
in Africa and the
Caribbean, in response to
concerns expressed at the
meeting about the need
for technical and finan-
cial support.

In theory, the agree-
ment could also more
broadly benefit small is-
land states at risk from
sea level change.

In this context,
progress is being made,
albeit slowly and with
difficulty, to carve out a
special global space for
Small Island Developing
States, known as SIDS

Next year in Apia,
Samoa, the third
International conference
on small island develop-
ing states will focus on

the challenges facing re-
gions like the Caribbean
and the Pacific which are
in the process of develop-
ing a case based on their
unique and particular
vulnerabilities.

The conference, which
takes place under UN
auspices, is intended to
identify sustainable de-
velopment priorities for
SIDS for insertion into
the post-2015 UN devel-
opment agenda as, in the
UN Secretary General’s
words, at a recent a high
level meeting in New
York: “the world has not
paid enough attention to
the issues that islanders
have had to face alone”.
“Many (such) countries
are isolated, (their) mar-
kets too small to realise
economies of scale….
(and are) …. exposed to
high risks from environ-
mental threats, espe-
cially climate change”.

In part, this process
will focus on finding ways
to have the international
community simplify and
prioritise access for SIDS
to international funds, in-
cluding the Global
Environment fund, the
Adaptation Fund and the
Green Climate Fund.
SIDS nations are also fo-
cussing on achieving
agreement on establish-
ing criteria, other than
per capita GDP, when it
comes to graduating
small states from grant
and concessionary fund-
ing.

All of which will be far
from easy as there is a
global reluctance to cre-
ate new categories of
state eligible, in the
broadest meaning of the
word, for special and dif-
ferential treatment.

That said, however, the
agreement at ICAO, itself
a UN body, does appear
to point to a grudging ac-
ceptance that developing
countries, especially
those that create one per
cent or less of the world’s
GDP require special
recognition in interna-
tional arrangements; es-
pecially when, as in the
case of the Caribbean, it
can be demonstrated that
many of those most at
risk are no or very low
carbon emitters.

(David Jessop is the
Director of the
Caribbean Council
and can be contacted
at david.jessop@
caribbean-council.org

Previous columns
can be found at www.
caribbean-council.org)

Aviation carbon taxes and SIDS

St Kitts’ Minister of Tourism, Ricky Skerritt UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon

What was agreed in Montreal was that all airlines will join an
emissions management scheme; that this would bring to an
end nations imposing their own schemes without a global

agreement; that the aviation sector will negotiate a carbon tax
and market-based mechanism to limit aviation emissions of
greenhouse gases; that this likely will include tradeable per-
mits to emit carbon and carbon offsets; and that the aviation

sector will seek to introduce new low carbon technology. 
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BRADES, Montserrat – In
November, Montserrat will
add its voice to a regional
campaign aimed at stopping
child abuse across.

The campaign was initially
launched in 2010 by Institute
for Gender and Development
Studies for the University of the
West Indies in Trinidad &
Tobago. The multi-media cam-
paign, which uses a Blue Bear
as the symbol, aims to increase
public awareness about issues
related to child sexual abuse
and incest; about resources for
preventing and responding to
child sexual abuse and incest
and to influence leaders to in-
crease their commitment to de-
velop policies and interventions.

“The cases of sexual abuse
against children are increasing
across the Caribbean and
Montserrat is no exception,”
Fergus said. The director noted
that there has been a steady in-
crease in the number of refer-
rals of suspected child abuse.

This has grown from only one in
2010 to three in 2011, five in
2012 and seven already for
2013.

Director of Social Services
Teresena Fergus said a team
has been mobilised to create a
programme of activities and
media initiatives to work on the
project called “Breaking the
Silence of Child Sexual Abuse in
Montserrat.”

Using the Blue Bear, the
local campaign will involve a se-
ries of billboards, radio spots,
mobile text messages sponsored
by LIME and school pro-
grammes across the primary
and secondary schools.
Activities will also be held as
part of the commemoration of
Universal Children’s Day on
November 20, 2013.

UNICEF calls child sexual
abuse across the region a “silent
emergency.While most abuse is
hidden and the available data
does not reflect the actual mag-
nitude of the problem we know

that worldwide an estimated
150 million girls and 73 million
boys under 18 experienced
forced sexual intercourse or
other forms of sexual violence
(WHO; 2002). In the Caribbean,
47.6% of girls and 31.9% of boys
reported that their first inter-
course was forced or coerced by
family members or family ac-
quaintances (WHO; 2000).

In a study of adult survivors
in the Caribbean, 30% of female
respondents from Barbados, for
example, reported to be 
sexually abused during their
childhood (UNICEF 2009).”

The Blue Bear is the recog-
nized symbol of this campaign
across the region as Blue under-
lines the popular idiom for “feel-
ing blue,” or feelings of hurt,
sadness and despair.The image
has come to symbolize security,
love, care, comfort and relation-
ships as with a teddy bear. The
plaster across the teddy bear’s
heart was designed to offer a
sense of hope and healing.

BELMOPAN, Belize – Prime
Minister Dean Barrow is to un-
dergo surgery in the United
States later this month.

He told reporters that he
would be travelling to Los
Angeles next week where he is
scheduled to undergo surgery
on his ailing back and that the
surgery would alleviate at least
80 per cent of the pain he is
suffering from his back.

Barrow said if the operation
is successful he should be back
in in the country by November
14.

“The doctor has told me that
he believes that it will be a lit-
tle taxing because of the long
flight from Los Angeles. He be-
lieves that I could actually
come back as early as
Wednesday. I set it for
Thursday just to give myself
that extra room,” Barrow said
of the surgery next week.

Montserrat to launch
child sexual abuse
campaign this month

Belize PM
to undergo
back
surgery

Prime Minister Dean Barrow
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FORT LAUDERDALE – The
United States Department of
State (DOJ) says a Jamaican na-
tional has pleaded guilty in con-
nection with a Jamaica-based
international lottery scheme.

The DOJ said that Oneike
Mickhale Barnett pleaded guilty
on Friday in the US District
Court for the Southern District
of Florida there to one count of
conspiracy to commit wire
fraud.

It said Barnett was charged
in the scheme that “fraudulently
induced elderly victims in the
US to send Barnett and his co-
conspirators thousands of dol-
lars to cover fees for lottery win-
nings that victims had not won”.

“This prosecution is part of the
Department of Justice’s effort,
working with federal and local
law enforcement, to combat
fraudulent lottery schemes in
Jamaica preying on American
citizens,” the statement said.

According to the US Postal
Inspection Service, Americans
have lost tens of millions of dol-
lars to fraudulent foreign lotter-
ies and sweepstakes.

“All too often, what appears to
be an unexpected lottery win is
in fact a pernicious lottery scam,
and one that cheats unsuspect-
ing Americans out of their hard
earned savings,” said Stuart F
Delery, Assistant Attorney
General for the Justice
Department’s Civil Division.

“The Department of Justice
will continue our crackdown on
those responsible for lottery
schemes, particularly schemes
that target the elderly,” he
added.

US Attorney for the Southern
District of Florida, Wifredo A
Ferrer, said the number of in-
ternational lottery scams shows
fraudsters have no bounds.

“While we will continue to
combat fraud vigorously, and
pursue and prosecute fraudsters
using all legal means available
to us, now more than ever, the
public needs to be mindful of
these schemes to avoid falling
prey to them.

“As I have previously stated,
so long as fraudsters continue
to line their pockets with the
hard earned money of our most
vulnerable citizens, we will be
there to prosecute them and
bring them to justice,” Ferrer
said.

The DOJ said Barnett was ar-
rested in Orlando, Florida, in

August 2013 following his in-
dictment by a federal grand jury
in Fort Lauderdale, on August 9,
2012.

As part of his guilty plea, the
DOJ said Barnett acknowledged
that, had the case gone to trial,
“the US would have proved be-
yond a reasonable doubt that,
from 2008 through 2012,
Barnett was a member of a con-
spiracy in which elderly victims
were informed that they had
won a large amount of money in
a lottery and were induced to
pay bogus fees in advance of re-
ceiving their purported lottery
winnings.

“Barnett also acknowledged
that the government would have
proved that he knew the claims
of lottery winnings were com-
pletely fabricated and that he,

along with his co-conspirators,
kept the victims’ money for their
own benefit without paying any
lottery winnings,” it said.

The DOJ said Barnett also ac-
knowledged that “the govern-
ment would have proved that, in
an effort to convince the victims
that the lottery winnings were
real, the conspirators sent them
written and electronic commu-
nications discussing their pur-
ported lottery winnings, which
claimed to be from a genuine
sweepstakes company and from
federal agencies including the
Internal Revenue Service and
the Federal Reserve.

“In fact, these communica-
tions were not from a genuine
sweepstakes company or from
agencies of the United States,”
the statement said.

THE police in Jamaica are
reporting that since the
launch of Operation
Resilience, a total of 295 op-
erations have been carried
out, resulting in a record
seizure of 77 illegal firearms
for the month of October and
the arrest of 174 individuals.

This figure represents the
highest number of recorded
firearm seizures ever in any
given month since June 2010
and has further increased ille-
gal gun seizures to 601 for the
period January to October 2013.
This reflects a 20 per cent in-
crease compared to the same pe-

riod last year, when a total 500
seizures were recorded for the
same period.January to October
2013 also accounts for the high-
est illegal firearm seizures for
the same period over the last five
years.

Of the 174 persons who were
arrested for various offences,
several were wanted for mur-
ders, shootings and other seri-
ous crimes.

Of the 601 illegal firearms re-
covered for the period January to
October 2013, in more than 60
per cent of the incidents, there
was no fatality, injury or harm to
suspect(s) involved, reiterating

that fact that the police have no
intention of killing, injuring or
harming suspects,once they sur-
render.

A release from the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF) stated
that as part of its mission to 
detect and prevent crimes,
criminals must be disarmed and
deprived of criminal commodi-
ties in order to keep Jamaica safe
and crime free.

The police are reminding 
citizens that the peaceful sur-
render of suspects, guarantees
their safety and are urging sus-
pects not to challenge lawmen.

The JCF is appealing to The

Independent Commission of
Investigations to add its influ-
ential voice to the call for all cit-
izens to obey the laws, shun
criminal activities and for armed
suspects to surrender peacefully
to law enforcement when ac-
costed. This guarantees the
safety of both civilians and the
police.

The police will continue to ob-
serve proper respect for human
rights and will be relentless in
their crime fighting initiatives.

The police is also seeking the
support and patience of all citi-
zens and urges anyone with in-
formation to contact them.
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Oneike Mickhale Barnett was charged in the scheme that “fraudulently induced elderly vic-
tims in the US to send Barnett and his co-conspirators thousands of dollars to cover fees for
lottery winnings that victims had not won”.

KINGSTON, Jamaica – The
Ministry of Labour and Social
Security is resolute in its efforts
to reduce the incidence of child
labour in Jamaica, and has com-
mitted to raising public aware-
ness on the matter.

Data from the Statistical
Institute of Jamaica (STATIN)
indicates that more than 16,000
children across the island are
engaging in child labour.

Director of the Child Labour
Unit in the ministry, Marva
Ximinnies has informed that
while this figure is dated, as the
last national survey on child
labour was conducted in 2002,
the data shows that the issue
requires vigorous attention.

Ximinnies, who was speaking
at a capacity-building workshop
held at the May Pen Police
Station in Clarendon recently
said the Ministry is actively
working on coordinating a sec-
ond national survey in an effort
to ascertain a more current fig-
ure.

“We have been negotiating
with our international partners,
so we are hoping to see that hap-
pen early next year,” she in-
formed.

She said the ministry is ex-
tremely concerned with the
issue of child labour, noting the
practice is quite rampant right
across the island.

“I don’t think any parish is ex-
empt. It is practiced right across
the island, because there are
certain cultural issues and cul-
tural barriers that would im-
pede the work that we do;funda-
mentally, as a society, I don’t
think we see anything wrong
with children working,” she
lamented.

She revealed that a dipstick
survey conducted in the
parishes of St Catherine,
Clarendon and St James found
that incidence of child labour
was quite high in those regions.
A total of 626 vulnerable chil-
dren between the ages of five to
17 were surveyed.

“In Clarendon, we found that
there were a little over 200 chil-
dren engaged in child labour. Of
that number, 143 children were
not attending school,” she said.

She informed that a large
number of the children were en-
gaged in domestic labour, while
others were involved in agricul-
ture, vending, and the sex in-
dustry. Clarendon showed the
highest incidence of all the three
parishes surveyed.

“That is why we felt it was
important that we move the ca-
pacity-building workshops that
we have been doing in Kingston
and St Catherine to include the
entire island,” she stated.

J’ca: Operation Resilience seizes
record number of illegal firearms

Gov’t
resolute in
fighting
child labour

Jamaican
pleads
guilty in
int’l lottery
scheme

      



KINGSTOWN, St.
Vincent – St. Vincent
and the Grenadines
has launched its geot-
hermal energy initia-
tive that Prime
Minister Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves believes
will be a “potentially
game changing initia-
tive”.

Prime Minister
Gonsalves, speaking at
the launch of the testing
phase of the project said
geothermal energy “is
something which is 
getting more and more 
interest across the 
region”.

“So, I want to say that
we are in the next phase of
the operations … The
story is that we are mak-
ing progress and it is a
matter of great interest

not only to St.Vincent and
the Grenadines, but the
Caribbean, to the neigh-
bouring countries such as
St. Lucia and Barbados,”
Gonsalves said at the
launch of the project on
Friday.

Chief operating officer
of the Iceland-based
Reykjavik Geothermal,
Gunnar Orn Gunnarsson,
said that his company is
confident about possibili-
ties of geothermal energy
here, but that scientific
data was needed to
analyse the potential.

“I have to say that after
we have been studying the
possibilities now for some
months, gathering all of
the information that is
available for geothermal
resources, we have found
that there is an opportu-

nity and therefore we have
decided to go to the next
stage of this journey that
we are on. This is doing

some surface exploration
work,” he said.

Gunnarsson said that
scientists from Iceland

would visit St. Vincent
and the Grenadines 
next week to do surface ex-
ploration work and that

they would remain here
until mid-December and
would pay a visit to the
Soufriere mountains.
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Prime Minister Gonsalves, speaking at the launch of the testing phase of the project said geothermal
energy “is something which is getting more and more interest across the region”.

INDEPENDENT DOMINICA: Today will mark thirty-five years since the
Nature Island of the Caribbean obtained Independence from Britain. Dominica became the first British
Caribbean colony to have a legislature controlled by an African majority in 1838 following the emanci-
pation of slavery in 1834.In 1896, the United Kingdom re-assumed governmental control of Dominica,
turning it into a crown colony however, half a century later, from 1958 to 1962, Dominica became a
province of the West Indies Federation. On 3 November 1978, Dominica became an independent nation.

CARACAS, Venezuela –
Venezuela has quietly
seized control of two oil
rigs owned by a unit of
Houston-based Superior
Energy Services after the
company shut them down
because the state oil mo-
nopoly was months behind
on payments.

The seizure took place
Thursday after a judge in
the state of Anzoategui,
accompanied by four

members of the local po-
lice and national guard,
entered a Superior depot
and ordered it to hand
over control of two special-
ized rigs to an affiliate of
PDVSA, the state-owned
oil producer.

PDVSA justified the
equipment’s expropria-
tion, calling it essential to
the South American na-
tion’s development and
welfare, according to a

court order obtained by
The Associated Press.
Company workers were
instructed to load the rigs,
known as snubbing units
and used to repair dam-
aged casing, onto trucks to
be deployed at “critical
wells” elsewhere, accord-
ing to the document.

“It was like a thief
breaking into your house,
asking for the keys to the
safe and then expecting

you to help carry it away,”
Jesus Centeno, local oper-
ations manager for
Superior in the city of
Anaco, said by phone.
“Their argument was that
we were practically 
sabotaging national pro-
duction.”

Neither Maduro nor any
government official has
publicly commented on
the seizure of the U.S.-
owned rigs.

ST. GEORGES – Member
unions of the Grenada
Trades Union Council
(GUTC) gathered at the
Public Workers’ Union
building on Friday to re-
spond to the national ad-
dress delivered by Prime
Minister, Dr. Keith
Mitchell.

Even while calling on
its workers to understand
government’s current
predicament, the GTUC is
concerned about the meas-
ures being proposed to ad-
dress Grenada’s current
debt. And the question
being asked is, “How did
we get there?”

There is a general con-
sensus that the burden of
delivering Grenada from
this crisis will fall
squarely on the backs of
the middle class. Says the
Commercial Industrial
Workers Union, “There
are no signs on the horizon
that things are getting
better;yet,prices continue
to go up.”

The unions claim that
PM is trying to turn pub-
lic opinion againt them by
saying that if they don’t
accept the proposesd pro-
gram, the process would

be derailed – a statement
which the GUT views as
‘blackmail.’

Government is being
called upon to pursue
those who are obligated to
pay income tax and are
not; stop government leak-
ages; and marry idle
hands to idle lands.

According to PM
Mitchell in his national
address,he has sought the
understanding and coop-
eration of Grenada’s
banks in dealing with the
nation’s workforce during
these difficult times as
they struggle to meet their
mortgages and other debt
obligations. The unions
have adopted a wait-and-
see attitude as to how well
this “hope” will material-
ize.

The GUTC has made it
clear that they are not
against taxation; but that
what they want is fair ‘tax-
ation.’ “Government has to
provide a myriad of serv-
ices and a country cannot
be run without taxation,”
said its president,
Madonna Harford, “but,
government has a ten-
dency to turn blind eyes
on some of its friends”.

St. Vincent
launches
geothermal
energy project

Unions 
respond to PM’s
austerity address

Venezuela’s government seizes 
US-owned oil rigs for late payments



THE following is a mes-
sage from Executive
Director of the
National Productivity
Council, John Pilgrim.

In order to achieve the
goal of better-regulated so-
cial and economic develop-
ment amidst the rising
cost of providing public

services and reducing
wastage, there is indeed a
pressing need to empha-
sise increased efficiency
and productivity improve-
ment in both the private
and public sectors.

In small economies like
Barbados, there are lim-
ited opportunities for re-
warding high performing
employees with promotion
or accelerated pay rises.
Therefore, in order to be
able to motivate employ-
ees to be more productive
alternative schemes which
link pay to improved pro-
ductivity must be encour-
aged.

EMPHASISING
EFFICIENCY

There is no doubt that
both efficiency (how best
we allocate resources to at-
tain our goals) and effec-
tiveness (ensuring that
our goals are achieved) are
important in the public
and private sectors.
However, for reasons ex-
plained below, it seems
preferable to view them as
reflecting different dimen-
sions of performance than
to include both in our ex-
panded definition of pro-
ductivity. There are sev-

eral reasons for this ap-
proach which are:

I.The efficiency-oriented def-
inition of productivity has a
long tradition of use and ac-
ceptance due to its application
in the private sector. It is a con-
ceptually simple model, based
on the direct relationship be-
tween inputs and outputs.
Therefore, the information pro-
vided can be readily under-
stood as a clear indicator of the
output production of specific
resources. For this to be the
case, direct service outputs,
such as the amount of refuse
collected, number of cases in-
vestigated, number of clients
served, etc, should be used in
this model.

II. In addition to conceptual
clarity, defining productivity in
efficiency terms may be per-
ceived as being fairer to depart-
ments. This is because depart-
ments have more control over
inputs that lead to direct out-
puts, and thus can influence
their efficiency more than their
effectiveness. This may be im-
portant in gaining departmen-
tal and employee support for
improvement efforts.

The Productivity
Council has a mandate to

(1) design, advise on, and
conduct educational pro-
grammes;

(2) disseminate information
intended to stimulate public
awareness and promote under-
standing of the need to improve
the quality of work perform-
ance nationally and in the con-
text of international trends and
standards; and

(3) assist in creating a cli-
mate which would maximise
the use of productivity gains in

collective bargaining exercises,
and to do such further things as
are necessary to carry out ef-
fectively the purposes of its Act
among others.

We believe that ideas
and encouragement to
improved personal produc-
tivity will assist in enhanc-
ing the productivity of
employees in the work
environment, thereby en-
hancing organisational
productivity.
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Message from Executive Director John Pilgrim

Executive Director John Pilgrim receives the 20-year
Service Award from presenter Adrian Carter, Interim
Chairman at the recent awards ceremony.

        

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.investbarbados.org
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FIVE-YEAR SERVICE AWARD 
RECIPIENTS: 
Olivia Smith, Senior Economist (TOP RIGHT), Nadia Skeete (Economist) (TOP LEFT);
Shawn Callender (Senior Training Officer), (BOTTOM LEFT); and Anthony Harewood
(Driver/Messenger).

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.dcofficepeople.com


THE National
Productivity Council
sees itself and the 
services provided as 
instruments to restore
Barbados to growth
and prosperity.

Being established in
1993 in an environment
that was quite similar to
that being faced today; the
Council was a significant
contributor in helping this
country through that diffi-
cult period, says Interim
Chairman, Adrian Carter.

He was at the time ad-
dressing the Productivity
Council 20th anniversary
church service, held at
Western Light Church of
the Nazarene,Oxnards,St
James at the start to their
week of activities a few
weeks ago.

Carter recalled that 
back then, there were 
considerable economic un-
certainties both globally
and locally that resulted in
significant pressure being
placed on government,em-
ployers, workers and their
representatives to effi-
ciently manage their re-
sources.

“A Protocol for the imple-
mentation of a Price and
Incomes Policy was signed
at that time between these
stakeholders, and the
Council was established as
one of the mechanisms to
achieve the objectives of
the Protocol, and we were
given the mandate to 
design and promote pro-
ductivity measures and
initiatives for continuous
improvements within the
economy.”

The Chairman therefore
revealed that 20 years
later, the Council has been
working with private and
public sector organisations
and the general public to
enhance their effectiveness

and efficiency by providing
technical assistance in the
areas of process improve-
ments and re-engineering;
performance based incen-
tive schemes and job 
evaluations; in addition 
to providing training 
and other educational
services.

He further acknowl-
edged that Barbados has
been able to utilise the few
resources at its disposal to
build a nation that contin-
ues to be the envy of the 
developed and developing
world.

“We have been able to
achieve this, with limited
resources, through the
grace of God and the pro-
ductiveness of our people.
And the more people we
can get to communicate
this message of hope in the
grace of God, and that we
are not helpless but that
God has given each of us
certain abilities, gifts and
talents – that if each of us
utilise what we have been
given in a productive way,
our country will prosper
spiritually, socially and 
economically.”
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Council ready to
restore growth  

10-YEAR SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT:
Roseann Morris (Stenographer/
Typist)

APPRECIATION AWARD: Ms Kimberly
Douglas, Human Resource and Training
Manager, Harris Paints.

MORE AWARDEES

      

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.bma.bb
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:info@bma.bb
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Ms. Toni Moore, Senior Assistant General Secretary, BWU, accepting an
Appreciation Award on behalf of the Barbados Workers’ Union from John Pilgrim,
Executive Director of TPC.

Mr. Wayne Johnson, son
of former Chairman
Anthony Johnson, ac-
cepted an Appreciation
Award, presented
posthumously by The
Productivity Council.

More award highlights

   

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.sba.bb
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:theoffice@sba.bb
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:sales@readymix.bb
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:roberts@rmco.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=http://www.rmco.com


Tips for your 
first day

RIGHT now the job market is a bit depressed, shall
we say. Therefore if you’ve managed to secure a job
you should be congratulated. It’s time to get ready for
your first day and put any feeling apprehension and
anxiety aside. The first day you may be introduced
from anywhere to two or three staff members to
dozens of them, some with the same last names and
you probably won’t remember some of them intitially.
Just do your best and here are a few of the things to
keep in mind:

• Be mentally prepared to learn
If you’ve just left university and feel ready to take

on the world, that’s great! Plus you’ve successfully
been been given a chance by your employer to put
into practice what you’ve learnt during all those
classes. Right? Exactly, but the thing is that despite
all the classes you’ve done, the actual real life
situations can take a little time to get used to and at
times you will have to wrap your head around
concepts you were never taught. Even if it’s a bit
tough at first, don’t despair because you were also
hired for your ability to learn. If you are an older
individual who already has work experience you also
could have to learn some things at your new job.

• Don’t be late
There’s no teacher calling the register like during

primary and secondary school but it shouldn’t matter
because no one wants to be late on their first day.
Leave early whether travelling by car or bus,
bargaining for unforeseen circumstances. If catching
the bus, ensure that you know the time the bus is
supposed to pass. If you really want to feel a great
sense of readiness before your first journey you can
try doing a test run ahead of the big day so that
you’ll know exactly how much time it will take (take
into account rush hour traffic). Even though you’ve
landed the job, the first three to six months your
performance will most likely be reviewed, so make a
good impression in this area and be early.

• Dress appropriately
Whether you like it or not people generally form

opinions based on your appearance. The
appropriateness of your clothes will depend on your
new workplace. Your attire could range from
company T-shirt and jeans to a two-piece suit.
Once you know what is expected to be worn,
particularly if you must dress formally,
purchase a few pieces to mix and match over
the next few weeks. Ladies, don’t be too
revealing.

• Ask away
Being afraid of asking too many questions

is understandable due to the fact that you
don’t want to seem ‘slow’ and possessing a
certain level of confidence is
commendable. However, if you’re
assigned a task, you don’t want to
have to start all over when you could
have gotten it right the first time
because you failed to ask a question
or two until you get the hang of
things. (SB)

    

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?issueID=38365&ReturnUrl=mailto:homemakers@barbadosadvocate.com


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates – A
growing number of men are
quietly helping steer a campaign
to end Saudi Arabia’s ban on
allowing women to drive, risking
their jobs and social
condemnation in the
conservative kingdom.

Some of the men have even been
questioned by authorities, and one
was detained by a branch of the Saudi
Interior Ministry – a move that sent a
chill through some of the activists
working to put women behind the
wheel.

On Saturday, more than 60 women
said they defied the ban, although
they faced little action from police.

In the run-up to the weekend
protest, men played a key role in
helping wives, sisters and female
friends to enjoy what they believe is a
fundamental right.

Since the campaign was launched in
September, they have produced videos
of women driving and put them on
social networks.

They have helped protect the female
drivers by forming packs of two or
three cars to surround them and ward
off potential harassment.

And some have simply ridden as
passengers with the women as they
run their daily errands.

“The stereotype is that there’s a
problem in Arab culture and that we
are against women and that the West
is on the side of women. This is totally
rejected,” said Abdullah al-Bilassi, a
23-year-old engineering student in
Riyadh.

He says he is active in the campaign
partly because he is tired of hearing
that Saudi men and Islam are against
allowing women to drive.

Though no laws ban women from

driving in Saudi Arabia, the
authorities do not issue them drivers’
licences. Many of the women who
drove last weekend had licences from
abroad, activists said.

The tradition of banning women
from driving is rooted in the
kingdom’s hard-line interpretation of
Islam known as Wahabbism, with
critics warning that women driving
could unravel the very fabric of Saudi
society.

But al-Bilassi said that driving is “a
basic right. I don’t know why they say
society is against it”.

Most of the men active in the
campaign are in their 20s and 30s.
They say their fathers and uncles
often tell them frankly in male
gatherings that it is not yet time to
allow women to drive. Hard-line
ultraconservative clerics warn that it
could lead to “licentiousness”.

Alaa Wardi of Riyadh, who says he
is not involved in the campaign, has
produced an online video called “No
Woman, No Drive”, using a Bob
Marley song to mock comments by a
prominent sheik who said driving can
harm a woman’s ovaries. It has had
more than eight million views since
Saturday.

Rights activist and campaigner Ali
al-Hattab from the coastal city of
Jiddah said the monarchy uses the
religious establishment’s opposition to
keep women from driving.

“The woman is a mother, daughter,
wife and sister, so when the rights of a
key member of society is affected, all
the rights of society are affected,” he
said.

“They don’t want women driving
because it opens the door to a flood of
other demands that will lead to calls
for political reforms,” he said. “It will

evolve from a call for the rights of a
segment of society to the rights of all
society.”

King Abdullah has gradually
introduced reforms in Saudi Arabia,
allowing women to sit on the national
advisory council and permitting them
to vote and run in municipal
elections. But the stringent male
guardian system is still in place,
requiring women to obtain permission
from a male relative to travel, get
married, enrol in higher education or
undergo surgery in some cases.

Rather than arrest the women,
which could lead to an international
outcry – as was the case in 2011 and
1990 – authorities have instead
increased pressure on their male
supporters. A handful of men have
been questioned since Saturday,
activists said, and other campaigners
have had to sign pledges not to allow
their female relatives to drive again.

On Sunday, elementary school
teacher Tariq al-Mubarak was
detained by the Interior Ministry’s
Criminal Investigation Department in
Riyadh, although he has not been
charged, said his lawyer, Abdel-Aziz
al-Qassem.

Al-Mubarak was targeted because
of his role in the campaign, the lawyer
said, adding that a phone line used by
activists was registered under al-
Mubarak’s name. He also had written
columns in a major Arabic newspaper
supportive of women’s rights to drive.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Mansour al-Turki could not be
reached for comment.

The lawyer told the Press that he
and al-Mubarak’s wife were 
able to see him for the first time
Wednesday.

“He is well and healthy,” al-Qassem

said. “They just wanted to know what
the point of the campaign is – if it is
pressure on the government, which of
course is not allowed, or a social
campaign.”

The activists have been careful not
to gather for fear of being accused of
organising a protest. Instead, they
work independently in several cities
to edit and upload the videos and help
manage the campaign’s website and
Twitter and YouTube accounts.

One female activist, who asked not
to be identified for fear of retribution,
said some campaigners have “started
to really panic” after al-Mubarak was
detained.

Two women said they were followed
by undercover agents, while five
others said they were contacted by
the Interior Ministry and told not to
drive.

The female activist said the role of
men shows that a broad segment of
society is supportive.

“It never was a women’s campaign
only. From the initial start, we’ve had
men’s support and assistance,” she
said.

A male campaigner who asked not
to be identified for fear of losing his
job at a multinational company in
Saudi Arabia said he is afraid he may
be detained before his upcoming
wedding. He said he closed his
Twitter account at the request of his
worried fiancé.

“The Saudi government is careful
not to arrest women (and) tend to
take it out on the men,” he said.

He is staying active in the campaign
because the women need the support
of men.

“Because of the activism of men,
sooner rather than later, women will
drive,” he said.
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Saudi men 
quietly help campaign
for women to drive

    



By Alicia Jarvis

After being involved
in an accident last
year and having

one of those corny life
flashing before your eyes
experiences, I have 
become THE WORST
person to have as a 
passenger. In my defence,
though, most of my
friends – and definitely
my mother – are horrible
drivers.

But, I have to say,
when the shoe is on the
other foot it is terribly
annoying when people do
certain things when
you’re driving, and they
might actually make you
jittery to the point where
an accident does 
happen... or your 
willingly put yourself
into the way of oncoming
traffic because death
seems better than having
to deal with them at that
point.

Things you should
never do when someone
is driving:

Grab the wheel
Firstly, do you even have
a licence? Your hand
should never cross the
invisible barrier that is
my – the driver’s – half of
the car. What are you
reaching for? The after-
life? Because that is the
only thing you will be
getting if you don’t keep
your hands crossed
neatly in your lap.

Block their line of sight 
What can possibly be so
important that showing
me it takes precedence
over my ability to see?
I’m already working with
less than 20/20 vision

here, why tempt fate?

Toggle the radio
Excuse me, but who gave
you permission to change
my soothing, I-will-not-
let-road-rage-consume-
me music? Nothing
makes you feel more 
invincible and dare devil
like than music with a
thumping beat.

Try to engage in “deep”
conversation
It baffles me why people
strike up thought pro-
voking conversation in
the car. Multitasking is
not a common skill! My
focus needs to be on the
road, not your dilemma
of the week. Make no
mistake about it: The
natural reaction when
trying to avoid hitting
something is to swerve
yourself out the way. So
God forbid the danger is
coming from my side, the
right side, I’ll be swerv-
ing to the left. But keep
talking so I can 
demonstrate.

Move the mirrors
Car mirrors should be 
renamed, because some
mistaken people seem to
believe that they were 
installed to fuel their
vanity.

Turn on the interior
light at night
Why do people do this?
As if those who drive the
entire time with their
lights on high beam isn’t
bad enough, let’s add an-
other distraction! Why?
So you can fix your
makeup in the mirror?
Provide extra light for
“selfie” taking? More like
get us both killed.

Stick body parts out
the window
I don’t think I need to 
explain why this is never
(never) a good idea. Do
not let the traffic laws
fool you. There are no
road rules these days.
People do whatever it
takes to get them to their
destination in the least
amount of time possible,
and a random arm stick-
ing out of a window is the
least of their concerns.

Sleep
Driving time is not sleep-
ing time. I would love to
be snuggled up, with the

wind blowing through
my hair and drooling all
over myself too, but if I
don’t get to sleep, you

shouldn’t either. Plus I’m
not entirely sure that
with the number of peo-
ple on the road who

seemingly bought their
licence that is entirely
safe. And I could use the
extra pair of eyes.
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Passenger laws
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Aromantic relation-
ship can change
when one partner

slims down, and not always
in a good way, new research
suggests.

“Losing weight can affect
your relationship negatively,”
said Lynsey Romo, an assistant
professor of communication at
North Carolina State
University, in Raleigh.

In her study of 21 couples in
which one partner had lost an
average of 60 pounds in two
years or less, she found the re-
lationships usually changed for
the better. That may have been
due to the partner who lost
weight inspiring the other to do
the same, or to the partner sup-
porting the one who lost the
weight.

However, Romo also found
what she calls “the dark side of
weight loss.” Some partners
watched their partner getting
slimmer and felt threatened or
jealous, she explained.

Others, including some who
didn’t need to lose weight,
weren’t happy that they felt
they were somehow losing
their “role” of the healthy part-
ner. Other partners felt nagged
by their suddenly healthy part-
ner who was losing and wanted
them to follow suit.

The study was published on-
line recently in the journal
Health Communication.

The couples, with an average
age of 38 but ranging in age
from 20 to 61, answered ques-
tions separately online after
the partner had lost the
weight. Participants lost in a
number of ways, including

diet and exercise or bariatric
surgery.

Both partners told how they
felt the weight loss affected
their interactions. The best sce-
nario Romo found was one in
which both partners bought
into the idea of making healthy
lifestyle changes and supported
the other partner trying to lose
weight. Those couples ap-
peared to get closer, she found.

They reported their interac-
tions were more positive and
they felt closer, both physically
and emotionally.

However, when a partner
who didn’t lose weight was not
supportive or resisted the
household changes in diet or
exercise routines, the effect was
negative.

While the partners who were
losing weight were often cited
by the other as a role model,
sometimes they became nag-
gers. One woman who lose 30
pounds and became very fit
said she would sometimes nag
her husband, who had gained
weight over
the

years, to do the same. She felt
he wasn’t trying as hard as she
was to stay attractive for each
other.

The new findings tie in to
some research done by
Charlotte Markey, an associate
professor and chair of psychol-
ogy at Rutgers University, who
reviewed the findings.

In a relationship, she has
found, “partners compare their
own bodies to their partner’s.”
So it makes sense that Romo
found when one partner lost

weight, the other partner often
took stock, so to speak.

Suppose a man loses weight,
and his wife may need to but
isn’t, Markey said. “That may
make the woman feel inade-
quate,” she explained.

“We fall into these patterns
with people we have relation-
ships with,” she said. “When
these patterns shift, it can be
unsettling.”

Advice for couples in which
one partner is about to lose
weight? “It’s important to talk
to your partner ahead of time,”

Romo

said. The goal is to get the
other person on board – if not
to lose weight, to support the
partner who is trying to do so,
she said.

Markey agreed that commu-
nication is key. “Talk about it
before and keep talking about
it,” she said. For example, if a
husband is losing weight while
the wife also needs to but isn’t,
and the woman feels inade-
quate, she should simply tell
him so, Markey said.
“Hopefully the partner will say
‘Well, you shouldn’t.”’

“Make it a team effort,”
(HealthDay News) 

Romance can sour when one partner slims down

The best scenario researchers found was one in which
both partners bought into the idea of making healthy
lifestyle changes and supported the other partner try-
ing to lose weight.

When a partner who didn’t lose weight
was not supportive or resisted the
household changes in diet or exercise
routines, there was a negative effect.
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Prices are inclusive of VAT and subject to any legislative adjustments which may 
be imposed. Pr!"#$%&'()$*+$,%*!-&,-"&(.*$)'&/ay be changed without notice. 
Decorative accessories are not included in price offer. Al0 +-,-$)&%)./'&,re 
subject to credit approval. Weekly prices are based on 104 weeks, Interest rate 
1.25% per month on the cash price. Ask in store about our other Options 
payment plans. Should sales be cancelled any free gift provided with this offer 
must either be returned to Courts or paid for in cash. Courts retains the right to 
deduct the cost of any gift not returned from any deposit or installment paid.
OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 09th 2013.

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S3

SAMSUNG
e-1205

Offer available on Cash and Credit Purchases
The Christmas Gifts Countdown promotion features two gifts each week.  Every customer spending the minimum advertised cash value will receive 
one of the gifts. Gifts will be determined through a Dip and Win method.  This offer is valid at all Courts superstores.

THIS OFFER IS VALID FROM MONDAY 04th UNTIL SATURDAY NOVEMBER 09th, 2013 ONLY.

SPEND $1599.00 & OVER
to

WEEK 7 FEATURED GIFTS 
SAMSING GALAXY S3
SAMSUNG e-1205

G A LAX Y  S3

S A M S U N G
e - 1205
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ASK yourself
this: Are you
functional or

simply decorative? 
Of course, you most
likely have a job
where you fulfil 
functions that are 
of value to someone
who is obviously will-
ing to pay you for
those services. But if
you strip away all the
layers of our modern
society and get down
to the basic necessi-
ties of life – food,
shelter, clothing...
can you hold your
own?

Imagine that the
Zombie apocalypse is
upon us and you have to
fight for survival. Okay,
perhaps that’s a bit too
far out there. Here’s a
scenario much closer to
home – a hurricane has
affected the island and
your home has been 
extensively damaged.
What happens now? Are
you in a position to
make a start on repairs
or do you have to wait
patiently, albeit uncom-
fortably, for the authori-
ties to help you put your
home to rights? 

Go take a look in your
wardrobe. How many
items of clothing do you
have set aside that need
minor repairs – zippers,
buttons, ripped seams,
hems. What about your
shoes that have a bro-
ken buckle, strap or
missing heel. Can you

take care of it yourself
or do you need to find
someone to do it for you?

You go to the gym reg-
ularly, getting in your
cardio and resistance
training. But is that just
so you can fit into your
skinny jeans or to im-
press the ladies with
your biceps? What hap-
pens if you’re being at-
tacked (not necessarily
by Zombies)? Are you 
fit enough to defend
yourself or to make it 
to safety?

Independence Day
and Christmas are fast
approaching. That
means lots of traditional
foods and delicacies will
be the order of the day.
But how many of those
culinary delights can
you make yourself? Or
will you be one of the
hundreds launching an
attack in the ‘Black
Cake Wars’ at a certain
supermarket come late
December? When last
have you eaten conkies,
tamarind balls or sugar
cakes made by your own
hands?

No one expects you to
do it all and there are
many small businesses
that have thrived on
providing these types 
of services, but it can’t
hurt to be able to do 
at least some of these
things yourself. It’s not
even just a question of
saving the money spent
paying someone else to
do these things for you.

The truth is that for
many of us these days,
our lifestyles are 
increasingly geared 
towards consumption
and away from creation.
And in today’s service
economy, what we create
is not always tangible.
This is not necessarily a
bad thing, but there is a
certain level of personal
satisfaction that comes
with producing or creat-
ing something that you
can touch, taste, smell,
feel or see. Every time
you use that item, you
feel a sense of pride that

you have created.
Perhaps it is even a 
divine feeling for some
us; a sensation that
helps us to see the 
ultimate Creator in 
ourselves. For others,
it can simply be an 
enjoyable pastime.

These days we spend
a lot of time using our
fingers – typing on 
keyboards, tablets 
and smart phones or
manoeuvring their
touch screens. But this
does not compare to the
peacefulness that can be
found in the repetition

of using our hands in
functional creation.

Knitting, gardening,
painting, cooking and
baking, cleaning, hair-
styling, auto mechanics,
carpentry, handicrafts…
these are all vocations
whose practitioners 
report a sense of calm
and focus when they are
engaged in their chosen
activity. One can under-
stand why. Such activi-
ties require concentra-
tion, discipline and
allow persons an escape
from day-to-day worries
as they lose themselves

in their craft. And at the
end, there is usually a
tangible product that
reinforces those positive
feelings.

So why not make an
effort to engage in more
functional activities? 
No one expects you to 
be ‘Tim the Toolman
Taylor’ or Wonder
Woman, but it would be
nice to know that we
can do things for our-
selves and that we’re
not just adult-sized tod-
dlers, needing someone
else to help us with the
grown-up stuff. (YA)

How useful
are you?
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PICTURE this.
A Barbadian diplomat’s wife

in Paris. Unable to work due
to her status, the former ac-
tive partner in a family-run
business back in Barbados
finds herself looking for an 
activity to occupy her time.
An advertisement for an in-
troductory course in picture
framing catches her eye and
she signs up. She thoroughly
enjoys it and does not hesitate
to sign up for the advanced
course.

Mrs. Austin Atherley does-
n’t know it at the time, but
these are the first strokes in a
sketch that would eventually
become her very own master-
piece – AA Framing and
Decoration, a business that is
today celebrating 10 years of
operation.

Her decision to turn a hobby
into a business was, in her
view, a case of divine design.

“So many things fell into
place that I had no doubt that
God was guiding me into this
business,” Mrs. Atherley 
recalled.

After the course in Paris,
she started framing for 
herself and making gifts for
friends. When it was time to

come home, she purchased
framing materials to be 
able to continue her hobby 

in Barbados.
But she soon found that she

would need more supplies
than for strictly personal use.

“Many of our friends had
visited us in Paris and were
quite impressed with the
framing I had done, so they
asked me to frame some items
for them. I quickly ran out of
materials, so on a visit to the
US I sourced what I needed,”
she recalled.

While there, she came
across a Professional Picture
Framing Course and landed
the last spot in the class.

Getting into that course was
just one more indication that
she should seek to make a
mark on the picture framing
scene.

Meant to be
“From the last available place
for the Professional Picture
Framing Course to liquidat-
ing shares from Sagicor 
valued at the same amount
needed to purchase the equip-
ment, to the airline voucher
for the exact amount needed
for my trip to Atlanta to 
attend my first trade show,
to my receiving without cost
the services of a professional
framer to set up and advise
the business in the initial
stages, to having the ideal 
location in Springley
Secretarial Services at 1st
Avenue Belleville to open 
the business,” it was all proof
that she was drawn into this
venture by God, she believes.

“My step up from framing
as a hobby to being a profes-
sional framer has been an ex-
citing process. I get the oppor-
tunity to see such beautiful,
varied and interesting art-

work and it’s a real pleasure
working with my clients,” she
noted.

With fewer than five per-
sons on the team, AA Framing
and Decoration is an intimate
and close-knit operation,
making the loss of one of their
own last year all the more
keenly felt.

“My brother Charles
Springer passed away in
March last year and we really
miss him, not only for his
work, but for his sense of 
humour as well,” Austin said.

Other team members in-
clude experienced picture
framer, Kelvin Yearwood;
Patricia Cummins of
Premium Management &
Consulting Services, who
keeps the accounts on track;
and artist, Jacqueline King,
who also has framing experi-
ence. It is hoped that glass
artist, Erlyn Dador, will rejoin
the team in the near future.

“My biggest supporter is my
husband, Leslie, and I thank
him for his encouragement,
assistance, his marketing of
the business and all the other
ways in which he contributed
to our being able to celebrate
this 10th anniversary,” said
Austin.

Keeping it fresh
“Framing is never boring.
There are so many different
ways to frame the same paint-
ing or object. The deciding 
factor can either be cost of 
the setting in which it is to be
displayed. Consideration also
has to be given to whether the
item is of value sentimentally
or financially, or whether it is

just to be decorative and dis-
carded after a period of time.”

Austin and her team make
sure to keep pace with tech-
nology, regularly attending
trade shows, workshops 
and seminars dealing with
different aspects of picture
framing.

“That means we’re on the
same page, eager to try new
styles… We tell customers
that we frame any and 
everything except live 
creatures!” she quipped.

“To persons who are having
something framed for the first
time it sometimes seems to be
a daunting experience. They
just cannot believe how much
thought, materials, effort and
skill are needed to have some-
thing beautifully framed.
What is encouraging though,
is that after getting over the
surprise of the cost and what
goes into framing, very often
they are back with something
else to be framed, and they
also send their friends,”
Mrs. Atherley pointed out.

Like every young business,
AA Framing & Decoration
has faced its challenges. Half
of its years of operation have
been during the worst reces-
sion this country and the
world has faced in decades.
But, Austin has stayed in a
positive frame of mind, mak-
ing the necessary sacrifices
over the years to ensure the
team is always paid. Now
having reached this ten-year
milestone, for Austin Atherley
and her team, it might seem
that the framing business has
been nothing less than picture
perfect! (YA)

Professional framer, Austin Atherley of AA Framing &
Decoration, hard at work on a piece at her Belleville workshop.

Frames can be just as artistic as the items they surround.

Photos and paintings aren’t the only thing that can be framed.
Here, Mrs. Atherley shows off a memento of her nephew, now 
an adult, with an old photo of him accompanied by some of his
childhood items.
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Since Second Wave
Feminism, it’s been as-
sumed that “having it

all” – that implausibly perfect
combination of professional
achievement, steady mar-
riage, and serene children –
has exclusively preoccupied
women. However, that might
be a myth, at least in 2013;
today, men are the ones who
are apparently consumed with
having it all.

“Today’s Professional
Woman Report,” a survey con-
ducted in the US by Citibank
and LinkedIn, has revealed
new insights into the ways
men and women view the role
of family life, in terms of their
overall success and goals.

Though most of the millions
of Pinterest wedding boards
are designed by women, it ap-
pears that guys feel it’s much
more important to put a ring
on it.

Seventy-nine per cent of
men equate “having it all”
with being in a “strong, loving
marriage,” while just 66 per
cent of women agree. In fact,
25 per cent of women said
they would be satisfied with a
“strong, loving relationship”
that didn’t include marriage;
only 14 per cent of dudes
agreed.

The gap remains just as
strong when it comes to hav-
ing children. The vast major-
ity of women, 73 per cent, fac-
tor children into their defini-
tion of success, but a whop-
ping 86 per cent of guys con-
sider kids as part of the
equation.

Some are attributing these
differences to Facebook COO
Sheryl Sandberg and her
proselytising mantra for
women to “lean in” when it
comes to work and profes-
sional aspirations.

Zach Schoenfeld at the
Atlantic Wire writes, “The
Lean In generation seems in-
creasingly glad to buck the
charge while men push rela-
tionships and children to the
forefront.”

However, it’s not clear that
these differences are neces-
sarily a 2013 trend, since this
is the first time the study de-
cided to actually ask men
these questions. The male ab-
sence from previous surveys
in and of itself reflects an un-
derlying assumption that
family issues only plagued
working women.

There’s also another way to
interpret the survey results.
Rather than suggesting that

men care more about mar-
riage and children, the data
may actually reveal that
women are more realistic
about achieving the elements
of “having it all.”

Men haven’t had to contem-
plate work-life balances the
same way women historically
have.

For that matter, they also
traditionally haven’t had to
decide between having a ca-
reer or having a family.
“They’re rarely even asked
how they manage to juggle ca-
reer with kids,” writes
Amanda Hess at Slate. As a
result, they “don’t conceive of
a contradiction if [they’ve
never been asked to choose”.

And traditionally, being con-
sidered a “family man” in-
volved significantly fewer
child-rearing responsibilities
than it did for women, notes
Hess.

“Pursuing a family and a ca-
reer requires less professional
sacrifice for men than it does
for women, so it’s easier to
claim to prioritise both in
their definition of success.”

Furthermore, while men
may cite marriage and chil-
dren more often as part of
their definition of success,
they interestingly don’t priori-
tise the workplace features
that enable a balance with
family life. Ninety per cent of
women said they valued flex
time to work from home, com-
pared with 72 per cent of men;
similarly, 56 per cent of
women valued a strong mater-
nity/paternity leave policy,
compared with 36 per cent of
men.

So, it may be that men do
want it all more than women–
they’re just a little more naive
about how to get it. (The
Week)

Men care more
about having it all
than women 

CHICAGO – Doctors 2 par-
ents: Limit kids’ tweeting, tex-
ting & keep smartphones, lap-
tops out of bedrooms. #good-
luckwiththat.

The recommendations are
bound to prompt eye-rolling
and “LOLs” from many teens,
but an influential paediatri-
cian’s group says parents need
to know that unrestricted
media use can have serious
consequences.

It’s been linked with vio-
lence, cyberbullying, school
woes, obesity, lack of sleep and
a host of other problems. It’s
not a major cause of these
troubles, but “many parents
are clueless” about the pro-
found impact media exposure
can have on their children,
said Dr. Victor Strasburger,
lead author of the new
American Academy of
Paediatrics policy

“This is the 21st century and
they need to get with it,” said
Strasburger, a University of
New Mexico adolescent medi-
cine specialist.

The policy is aimed at all
kids, including those who use
smartphones, computers and
other Internet-connected de-
vices. It expands the academy’s
long-standing recommenda-
tions on banning televisions
from children’s and teens’ bed-
rooms and limiting entertain-
ment screen time to no more
than two hours daily.

Under the new policy, those
two hours include using the
Internet for entertainment, in-

cluding Facebook, Twitter, TV

and movies; online homework
is an exception.

The policy statement cites a
2010 report that found US
children aged 8 to 18 spend an
average of more than seven
hours daily using some kind of
entertainment media. Many
kids now watch TV online and
many send text messages from
their bedrooms after “lights
out,” including sexually explicit
images by cellphone or
Internet, yet few parents set
rules about media use, the pol-
icy says.

“I guarantee you that if you
have a 14-year-old boy and he
has an Internet connection in
his bedroom, he is looking at
pornography,” Strasburger
said.

The policy notes that three-
quarters of kids aged 12 to 17
own cellphones; nearly all
teens send text messages, and
many younger kids have
phones giving them online ac-
cess.

“Young people now spend
more time with media than
they do in school – it is the
leading activity for children
and teenagers other than
sleeping,” the policy says.

Mark Risinger, 16, of
Glenview, Ill., is allowed to use
his smartphone and laptop in
his room, and says he spends
about four hours daily on the
Internet doing homework,
using Facebook and YouTube
and watching movies.

He said a two-hour Internet
time limit “would be cata-
strophic” and that kids won’t

follow the advice, “they’ll just
find a way to get around it”.

Strasburger said he realises
many kids will scoff at advice
from paediatricians – or any
adults.

“After all, they’re the ex-
perts! We’re media-
Neanderthals to them,” he
said. But he said he hopes it
will lead to more limits from
parents and schools, and more
government research on the ef-
fects of media.

The policy was published on-
line last Monday in the journal
Paediatrics. It comes two
weeks after police arrested two
Florida girls accused of bully-
ing a classmate who commit-
ted suicide. Police say one of
the girls recently boasted on-
line about the bullying and the
local sheriff questioned why
the suspects’ parents hadn’t re-
stricted their Internet use.

Mark’s mom, Amy Risinger,
said she agrees with restrict-
ing kids’ time on social media,
but that deciding on other
media limits should be up to
parents.

“I think some children have
a greater maturity level and
you don’t need to be quite as
strict with them,” said
Risinger, who runs a communi-
cations consulting firm.

Her 12-year-old has sneaked
a laptop into bed a few times
and ended up groggy in the
morning, “so that’s why the
rules are now in place, that
that device needs to be in mom
and dad’s room before he goes
to bed.”

Docs to parents: Limit kids’ 
texts, tweets, online
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Is a wandering mind a creative
mind?

It’s a familiar scenario.
You’re in a meeting and re-
alise you haven’t
heard a word of
what your boss
is saying be-
cause you
were
thinking
about the
dry clean-
ing.

Or, you’re
reading a
paper and re-
alise you’ve
been staring
at the same
paragraph for
about 4 min-
utes.

The phenomenon is
known as mind wandering,
and according to scientists you
spend a large part of your life doing
it.

“As much as 50 per cent of daily cog-
nition is spent on spontaneous cogni-
tion – basically daydreaming or mind
wandering,” says Dr. Scott Barry
Kaufman, adjunct associate professor
of psychology at New York University.

“It is a fundamentally human cogni-
tive process that arises from our inner
stream of consciousness.”

Mind wandering happens when your
mind stops being present and thinks
about concerns unrelated to what
you are doing. For this reason,
it has traditionally been
viewed as a cognitive waste of
time, or a lack of mental con-
trol or ability.

But, that is a judgement sci-
entists are now asking us to reconsider.

“Mind wandering seems to be very
useful for planning and creative
thought,” says Dr. Jonathan Schooler,
from the University of Santa Barbara
in California’s department of psycho-
logical and brain sciences.

“It seems that allowing people an in-
cubation period in which to let their
minds wander, really helps the creative
process.”

Kaufman agrees, “This is where
things like problem solving, creativity,
goal driven thought, future planning,
seeing the perspective of another per-

son,
and

so on -
find
space
to
exist.”
For

this rea-
son, he

says, there
is great benefit to al-

lowing people and employees time
to reflect on a problem – get their
mind away from it as well – and
then reconvene.
“When you don’t allow time to

mind wander or make space for reflec-
tion, you are limiting your chances for
making insights,” he says.

“Aha moments don’t come from a di-
rected and particular focus on a task,
but by letting your mind wander and
open up to other possibilities.”

The trouble with mind wandering is,
of course, that it’s got a mind of its own.

“Mind wandering can be very disrup-
tive to accomplishing primary tasks,”
says Schooler, “and when reading, for
example, it is a major obstacle to com-
prehension. “But if mind wandering is
so disruptive, why do we do it so often?”

And where

do we
go? According to Dr.

Malia Mason, professor
of management at Columbia

University, and former postdoctoral fel-
low in cognitive neuroscience at
Harvard Medical School, your mind has
a preferred destination – what she calls
a sort of VIP lounge of unresolved is-
sues.

“One of the things I have been struck
by is the frequency with which people’s
minds wander to things that are unre-
solved, or to what we might call open
goal,” she says.

An open goal might be a conversation
with a friend, a task you have to finish,
the laundry, or a delayed phone call.
“But, it is a misconception to think
wandering thoughts are random,” she
says.

The key to working with your wan-
dering mind, is to keep unimportant
clutter – such as household chores – out
of the VIP lounge, so your mind can
wander to unresolved things that are
important. “Keep your mental radar as
clear as possible,” she says.

20 per cent policy
Schooler suggests identifying issues,

problems, questions, that we like to
think about – to help us naturally go to
those issues when our mind wanders.

One company that seems to have
recognised this is Google, he says, refer-
ring to their policy of allowing employ-

ees up to 20 per cent of their time to
a project of their choosing.

According to Google, engineers
are given a lot of flexibility to

join projects that really ex-
cite them, and are encour-

aged to spend time on
other projects around

the company, that in-
terest them – typi-
cally known as 20
per cent projects.

They tell CNN that
this sort of innova-
tion is a critical
driver in their devel-

opment of innovative
ideas and products.

And, it is core to their
culture, because they recognise

people are more productive when
engaged in things that interest

them.
This is also in line with Kaufman’s

experience, which is that we can direct
our minds with such things as mental
simulation of goals, problems, and
tasks at hand.

“Positive constructive daydreaming is
important, so you don’t lose it on aim-
less wandering,” he says. “If you don’t
take into account where peoples natu-
ral stream of thoughts go, then there is
an awful lot of brain power we are
missing out on.”

Still with me?
If not, you might consider a daily

meditation
“What we found is that mindfulness

meditation –10 min per day – can sig-
nificantly reduce mind wandering and
increase reading comprehension,” says
Schooler.

“Meditation and mindfulness, an
area that was marginalised – is now be-
coming recognised as having deep in-
sights into how to maximise our mental
efficiency.”

Mind wandering is in a lot of ways
what makes each of us individual and
gives us our own unique personal char-
acter,” says Kaufman.

“Without our ability to turn our at-
tention inward and daydream, we are
really not making personal meaning of
our environment – and we are limiting
our capacity for personal reflection and
identity reflection. It would limit our
attention.” (CNN)

The value of daydreamingThe value of daydreaming
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WASHINGTON – A trip
down the grocery store
produce aisle could

soon feel like a stroll down
“Sesame Street”.

Under an agreement being
announced Wednesday by
Michelle Obama, the non-profit
organisation behind the popu-
lar children’s educational pro-
gramme will allow the produce
industry to use Elmo, Big Bird
and Sesame Street’s other furry
characters free of charge to
help market fruits and veggies
to kids.

The goal is to boost consump-
tion of fruits and vegetables
among children who often turn
up their noses at them.

Sesame Workshop is waiving
its licensing fee for two years
under an arrangement with the
Produce Marketing Association
and the Partnership for a
Healthier America, a non-profit
organisation that supports the
first lady’s nationwide “Let’s
Move” campaign to reduce
childhood obesity in the US.

Starting as early as next
spring, eggplant could be
brought to you by Elmo, Big
Bird could be pushing the beets
and the Cookie Monster could
become the Celery Monster.
The produce association will
develop guidelines for how
members should use the char-
acters.

Shoppers, and any children
who accompany them, can ex-
pect to see their favourite
Sesame Street characters on
bagged, boxed and individual
pieces of produce.

“Just imagine what will hap-
pen when we take our kids to
the grocery store, and they see
Elmo and Rosita and the other
Sesame Street Muppets they
love up and down the produce
aisle,” Mrs. Obama was to say.
“Imagine what it will be like to
have our kids begging us to buy
them fruits and vegetables in-
stead of cookies, candy and
chips.”

The collaboration between
Sesame Workshop and the pro-
duce association will show kids
that “fruits and vegetables
don’t just make us feel good,
they taste good too,” she said.

Sam Kass, the executive di-
rector of “Let’s Move”, ap-
plauded Sesame Workshop for
agreeing to waive its licensing
fee, which is a major source of
income.

“For them to step in and do
this is a really big thing,” said
Kass, who also is an assistant
White House chef.

Sherrie Westin, executive
vice president and chief mar-
keting officer of Sesame
Workshop, said it was too early
to say how much revenue
would be lost.Westin said waiv-

ing the licensing fee is not nor-
mal practice, but that the deal
gives the company another out-
let to push the healthier-eating
messages that appear on its
programme.

“It would be a shame not to
use them to that end,” she said
of the Sesame Street charac-
ters.

Larry Soler, president and
chief executive of the partner-
ship, said kids younger than 5
don’t eat enough fruits and veg-
etables, and that it gets worse
as children get older.

He said the agreement hope-
fully will “drive excitement”
and interest in fruits and veg-
etables that might not other-
wise be there.

The announcement will be
the first since a White House
summit on food marketing to
children that Mrs. Obama con-
vened last month, where she
urged a broad range of compa-
nies to do more to promote
healthier foods to youngsters.

Sesame Street characters
Elmo and Rosita were joining
her for the announcement.
Afterward, the first lady was
taking them to her produce gar-
den on the South Lawn for the
annual fall harvest. They were
to be helped by children who
attend schools in the District
of Columbia, Maryland,
Virginia and West Virginia.

NEW YORK – Kerry
Washington’s turn as host of
“Saturday Night Live” this
week gives that television in-
stitution something it hasn’t
seen much lately: a black
woman on-stage trying to
make people laugh.

The show’s diversity has be-
come an issue, pushed to the
forefront by comments from
the two black male cast mem-
bers.

No black women are among
the 16 repertory or featured
players currently on the show.
While Eddie Murphy, Garrett
Morris, Chris Rock, Tim
Meadows, Tracy Morgan and
current cast members Kenan
Thompson and Jay Pharoah
have been major “SNL” play-
ers, the 137 people who have
been cast members since the
show started on NBC in 1975
include four black women.

The most recent, and most
prominent, was biracial Maya
Rudolph, who left in 2007.

Founding producer Lorne
Michaels, who is still the
show’s top executive and gen-
erally keeps the casting

process mysterious, said he’s

well aware of the issue and is
on the lookout for black women
as potential cast members.

“It’s not like it’s not a priority
for us,” he said in an interview
earlier this week. “It will hap-
pen. I’m sure it will happen.”

Pharoah told the website
The Grio recently that he
hoped the show would have a
black woman in its cast, and he
had a suggestion: Darmirra
Brunson.

“Why do I think she should
be on the show?” he said.
“Because she’s black, first of
all, and she’s really talented.
She’s amazing. She needs to be
on ‘SNL.’”

It’s not clear whether she
was ever considered, although
it’s currently a moot point.
Brunson is a cast member on
Tyler Perry’s show, “Love Thy
Neighbour” on Oprah Winfrey’s
OWN network.

Thompson, who Michaels
said is as good as anyone who’s
been on the show, blamed a
lack of quality black comedi-
ennes. “It’s just a tough part of
the business, like in auditions,”
he told TV Guide. “They never
find ones that are ready.”

That didn’t go over well in
the comedy community, with
several people coming forth
with suggestions for
Thompson. “It was kind of an
unfortunate, unthinking thing
to say,” said Miriam Petty, a
Northwestern University com-
munications professor and ex-
pert on black popular culture.

Sketch comedy troupes like
Second City, the Upright
Citizens Brigade Theatre and
the Groundlings are fertile
ground for future cast mem-
bers. Current players pass
along recommendations, like
when Tina Fey touted Amy
Poehler. There are often spe-
cific needs: “SNL” was particu-
larly seeking men this year be-
cause Jason Sudeikis, Fred
Armisen and Bill Hader left
the show, and Seth Meyers is
soon to graduate to his own
weeknight show.

Michaels said “SNL” is par-
ticularly interested in sketch
comedy experience, a different
skill than stand-up. He also
wants to make sure that a new
cast member has some season-
ing and won’t be overwhelmed
by the pace and attention.

“You don’t do anyone a
favour if they’re not ready,” he
said.

Two of the black women who
were on the show – Danitra
Vance and Yvonne Hudson –
lasted only one season each
during the 1980s, although
Michaels said that wasn’t nec-
essarily an indication they
weren’t ready. The third black
woman cast member, Ellen
Cleghorne, was on from 1991
to 1995.

There has often been criti-
cism through the years that
late-night comedy in general is
a boy’s club, particularly a
white boy’s club (There aren’t
any Asians or Hispanics on the
show either, male or female,
though cast member Nasim
Pedrad is Iranian-American).

Petty said she didn’t think
there was a conscious effort to
be exclusionary on “Saturday
Night Live”. “But when most of
the people in the boardroom
(making casting decisions) are
white men, that’s going to hap-
pen,” she said.

The show still is an impor-
tant part of the culture, and
misses something when there’s

a lack of diversity, she said.
She cited political humour as
something that would benefit
from different perspectives.

Discussing the issue on
Roland Martin’s radio show re-
cently, comic Kym Whitley
wryly noted, “They do have sis-
ters on there – they’re just
brothers playing sisters.”

Not anymore. Both
Thompson and Pharoah are
balking now at performing in
drag. They won’t put on wigs,
makeup or dresses to portray
Oprah Winfrey or Whoopi
Goldberg, for example.

Performing in drag has been
a contentious issue among
black comics, even as people
like Perry and Flip Wilson por-
trayed signature female char-
acters. Having men portray
women frequently turns them
into cartoonish or stereotypical
characters, said Darnell Hunt,
a sociology professor and direc-
tor of the Ralph J. Bunche
Centre for African American
Studies at UCLA.

“You are almost locked into
certain types of portrayals of
black women, if you have them
at all,” Hunt said.

Lack of black women becomes ‘SNL’ issue

Big Bird, Elmo to encourage
kids to eat produce

First Lady Michelle Obama visited Sesame Street, Tuesday, May
5th, to tape a Public Service Announcement with Elmo as part
of Sesame Workshop’s Healthy Habits For Life initiative. Mrs.
Obama and her pal Elmo talked about eating right, exercising
regularly and being a healthy and positive role model for chil-
dren.
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ELLICOTT CITY, US – For
third-grade pupils at
Triadelphia Ridge Elementary
School in suburban Ellicott
City, an hour’s drive from
Washington, learning to write
joined-up letters is a no-
brainer.

“I like writing it sometimes. It’s
kind of fun,” said Oren Dubensky
after he and his fellow eight-year-
olds mastered their first cursive let-
ter – “I” – after six weeks of perfect-
ing basic pencil strokes.

“It’s like, you don’t need to do nor-
mal letters anymore,” agreed class-
mate Sophia Spence. “You can do
fancy letters, instead of just normal
letters.”

But outside the classroom, grown-
up Americans are debating whether
the nation’s children should be
studying cursive at all, in an era of
swift and profound technological
change.

Common Core, the kindergarten-
to-high school standard curriculum
shared by 45 of the 50 states (the
outliers include Texas and Alaska),
is silent on the subject of cursive,
also known as longhand or joined-
up writing.

It merely calls for the teaching of
block-letter handwriting, as well as
“keyboarding” – the skill formerly
known as typing that many contend
is far more relevant today than
scrawling across a sheet of paper.

“In the United States, relatively
few people use cursive,” said
Morgan Polikoff, an assistant pro-
fessor of education policy at the

University of Southern California,
who sees “no compelling reason” for
cursive instruction to remain on the
curriculum.

“In other countries, if everyone
writes in cursive, it would make less
sense to stop teaching it,” Polikoff re-
cently stated in an e-mail. “Here, cur-
sive is already on the way out just via
momentum, it seems to me.”

“Everyone is typing, everyone is tex-
ting, so cursive is kind of thought of
as a lost art,” added Bernadette
Lucas, principal of Melrose Avenue
Elementary School in Los Angeles,
where the school board is spending
US$30 million to provide Apple iPads
for its students.

Others worry that America could
be, for the first time in its history,
raising a generation that is unable to
sign a check or read the Constitution
in its original 18th-century handwrit-
ten form.

“This shouldn’t be happening here
and now. We’re still using it in every-
day things,” said North Carolina legis-
lator Pat Hurley, main sponsor of a
“back to basics” education law that
mandates cursive instruction in the
southern state.

Hurley felt prompted to act –
“Democrats, Republicans, they all
agreed,” she said – after she led a
fourth-grade class from her district on
a tour through the state house in
Raleigh.

“Their teacher had them each write
a thank-you letter on lined paper,” she
said.

“Well, the teacher’s thank-you note
was in cursive; the children’s notes

were all printed. That’s when I first
realised I didn’t think they were being
taught.”

‘As your pen flows, so does your
thinking’

Research by Laura Dinehart of
Florida International University’s col-
lege of education in Miami indicates
that four-year-olds with strong hand-
writing skills of any kind are more
likely to excel in math and reading
when they get to elementary school.

In Canada, a survey of 718 students
and teachers in second-grade class-
rooms in the mainly French-speaking
province of Quebec suggested that
pupils who learn cursive do better in
spelling and syntax thanks to better
graphic-motor skills.

“A lot of people feel an emotional
connection to cursive,” Dinehart
stated in a telephone interview.
“There is the thinking that, as your
pen flows on paper, so does your
thinking.”

“Until the 1930s, we taught only
cursive. That’s the way the country
went,” added Kathleen Wright of edu-
cational publisher Zaner-Bloser,
which specialises in language and
writing study materials.

Back then, she said, learning to
write in block letters was a way to
help youngsters comprehend the
printed word. Typewriting was a spe-
cialised skill for adults; computers
were beyond imagination.

Today, despite the intensity of the
debate over cursive, Dinehart
lamented a lack of thorough research
into the long-term value of teaching

young Americans to write and read in
longhand.

“We really don’t know enough about
cursive to know whether it really is of
value or not,” said Dinehart, whose
own three young children learn the
technique in their bilingual
Portuguese-English school in Miami.

“I think what’s unfortunate is that
we’re dropping cursive – and we don’t
know what the effects of that will be
until it’s not there anymore.”

In Maryland, the Howard County
Public School System, which includes
Triadelphia Ridge Elementary School,
folds 30 minutes of cursive a week
into its Common Core curriculum in
the third grade.

“That’s about as much the kids can
absorb at a time,” said teacher
Kathleen Russell, who noted how
crowded the school schedule has be-
come.

From next year, cursive instruction
will begin in grade two in Howard
County, with the goal of pupils being
able to write “neatly and legibly when
handwriting is preferable or technol-
ogy is unavailable” by the fifth grade,
in the words of the school system’s
handwriting resource guide.

“As far as the students are con-
cerned, they are excited about cur-
sive,” said teacher Christian Buzzerd
before returning to his open-plan
classroom where his pupils happily
put yellow pencil to lined paper and
ignore the bulbous Apple eMac com-
puter in the corner.

“It’s one of the things they consider
as another threshold they cross going
towards middle school.”

Christian Buzzerd, a teacher at Triadelphia Ridge Elementary School in Elliot City, Maryland, helps a pupil write in cursive on October 15, 2013.

In iPad era, US debates the value of cursive script
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SHOULD children have the right to
ask for their own deaths?

In Belgium, where euthanasia is now
legal for people over the age of 18, the
government is considering extending it
to children – something that no other
country has done. The same bill would
offer the right to die to adults with early
dementia.

Advocates argue that euthanasia for
children, with the consent of their par-
ents, is necessary to give families an op-
tion in a desperately painful situation.
But opponents have questioned
whether children can reasonably decide
to end their own lives.

Belgium is already a euthanasia pio-
neer; it legalized the practice for adults
in 2002. In the last decade, the number
of reported cases per year has risen
from 235 deaths in 2003 to 1,432 in
2012, the last year for which statistics
are available. Doctors typically give pa-
tients a powerful sedative before inject-
ing another drug to stop their heart.

Only a few countries have legalized
euthanasia or anything approaching it.

In the Netherlands, euthanasia is
legal under specific circumstances and
for children over the age of 12 with
parental consent. (There is an under-
standing that infants, too, can be eutha-
nized, and that doctors will not be pros-
ecuted if they act appropriately.)
Elsewhere in Europe, euthanasia is
only legal in Luxembourg. Assisted sui-
cide, where doctors help patients to die
but do not actively kill them, is allowed
in Switzerland.

In the US, the state of Oregon grants
assisted suicide requests for residents
aged 18 or over with a terminal illness.
Assisted suicide also is allowed in the
states of Washington, Vermont and
Montana.

In Belgium, the ruling Socialist party
has proposed the bill expanding the
right of euthanasia. The Christian
Democratic Flemish party vowed to op-
pose the legislation and to challenge it
in the European Court of Human
Rights, if it passes. A final decision must
be approved by Parliament and could
take months.

In the meantime, the Senate has
heard testimony on both sides of the
issue.

“It is strange that minors are consid-
ered legally incompetent in key areas,
such as getting married, but might (be
able) to decide to die,” Catholic
Archbishop Andre-Joseph Leonard tes-
tified.

Leonard said alternatives like pallia-
tive sedation make euthanasia unneces-
sary - and relieves doctors of the burden
of having to kill patients. In palliative
sedation, patients are sedated and life-
sustaining support is withdrawn so
they starve to death; the process can
take days.

But the debate has extended to med-
ical ethicists and professionals far from
Belgium.

Charles Fostr, who teaches medical
law and ethics at Oxford University, be-
lieves children couldn’t possibly have
the capacity to make an informed deci-
sion about euthanasia since even adults
struggle with the concept.

“It often happens that when people
get into the circumstances they had so
feared earlier, they manage to cling on
all the more,” he said. “Children, like
everyone else, may not be able to antici-
pate how much they will value their
lives if they were not killed.”

There are others, though, who argue
that because Belgium has already ap-
proved euthanasia for adults, it is un-

just to deny it to children.
“The principle of euthanasia for chil-

dren sounds shocking at first, but it’s
motivated by compassion and protec-
tion,” said John Harris, a professor of
bioethics at the University of
Manchester. “It’s unfair to provide eu-
thanasia differentially to some citizens
and not to others (children) if the need
is equal.”

And Dr. Gerlant van Berlaer, a pedi-
atric oncologist at the Universitair
Ziekenhuis Brussels hospital, says the
changes would legalize what is already
happening informally. He said cases of
euthanasia in children are rare and es-
timates about 10 to 100 cases in
Belgium every year might qualify.

“Children have different ways of ask-
ing for things, but they face the same
questions as adults when they’re termi-
nally sick,” van Berlaer said.
“Sometimes it’s a sister who tells us her
brother doesn’t want to go back to the
hospital and is asking for a solution,” he
said. “Today if these families find them-
selves (in that situation), we’re not able
to help them, except in dark and ques-
tionable ways.”

The change in the law regarding peo-
ple with dementia is also controversial.

People now can make a written decla-
ration they wish to be euthanized if
their health deteriorates, but the re-
quest is only valid for five years and
they must be in an irreversible coma.
The new proposal would abolish the
time limit and the requirement the pa-
tient be in a coma, making it possible
for someone who is diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s to be put to death years
later in the future.

In the Netherlands, guidelines allow
doctors to euthanize dementia patients
on this basis if they believe the person

is experiencing “unbearable suffering,”
but few are done in practice.

Dr. Patrick Cras, a neurologist at the
University of Antwerp, said people with
dementia often change their minds
about wanting to die.

“They may turn into different people
and may not have the same feelings
about wanting to die as when they were
fully competent,” he said. “I don’t see
myself killing another person if he or
she isn’t really aware of exactly what’s
happening simply on the basis of a pre-
vious written request (to have euthana-
sia). I haven’t fully made up my mind
but I think this is going too far.”

Penney Lewis, a professor and med-
ical law expert at King’s College
London, agreed that carrying out eu-
thanasia requests on people with de-
mentia once they start to worsen could
be legally questionable.

“But if you don’t let people make deci-
sions that will be respected in the fu-
ture, including euthanasia, what you do
is encourage people to take their own
life while they have the capacity or to
seek euthanasia much earlier,” she said.

In the past year, several cases of
Belgians who weren’t terminally ill but
were euthanized - including a pair of
43-year-old deaf twins who were going
blind and a patient in a botched sex
change operation - have raised concerns
the country is becoming too willing to
euthanize its citizens. The newest pro-
posals have raised eyebrows even fur-
ther.

“People elsewhere in Europe are fo-
cused on assisted dying for the termi-
nally ill and they are running away
from what’s happening in Belgium,”
Lewis said. “If the Belgian statutes go
ahead, this will be a key boundary that
is crossed.”

Belgium considering new euthanasia law for kids
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Today is Sunday
November 3rd
2013. It is the first

Sunday in the month of
November and the 24th
Sunday after the Feast of
Pentecost. Everyone
should know that this
month is the last but one
for the year 2013. Among
other things the end of
this month sees the offi-
cial end of the hurricane
season for 2013. We hope
and pray that no major
interruption would take
place.

We have several events
for the month of
November. The first two
days we had the obser-
vance of All Saints and
All Souls respectively. On
the 6th we shall be cele-
brating St. Leonard's
Day and on the 11th St.
Martin's Day as well as
Remembrance Day.
Remembrance Sunday is
the 10th; the 16th St.
Margaret's Day, the 23rd
St. Clement of Rome; the
24th the Feast of Christ
the King; the 25th St.
Catherine's Day and the
30th is St. Andrew's Day,
which coincides with the
47th Anniversary of
Barbados' Independence.

There is an off-beat
event taking place today
at the Lloyd Erskine

Sandiford Centre to hon-
our specially invited
guests who are 99 years
and over, especially the
centenarians in the is-
land. It is organized by
the National Committee
on Aging (N.C.O.A.). The
event will include a pe-
riod of devotions and re-
flections conducted by
the Rev. Canon Paul
Lashley and will include
the Chairman the Hon.
Maizie Barker-Welch and
the Deputy Chair Mr.
Sylvester Niles. It is un-
derstood that His
Excellency the Governor
General Sir Elliott
Belgrave, the Prime
Minister Hon. Freundel
Stuart, and the Minister
for Social Care Hon.
Steven Blackett will be in
attendance. The main
item on the programme
will be the presentation
of plaques to the cente-
narians and lavish gift
baskets to the others.
This is purely an invita-
tional event. We pray for
God's blessing.

Please support and
pray for the priest and
people of All Souls
Church as they continue
their Feast of Title cele-
brations this week. We
offer similar sentiments
to those at All Saints.

For the month of
November, the Rector of
St. John's Parish and
Rural Dean of St. John's
Deanery the Rev. Canon
Dr. Geoffrey Mayers and
his parishioners will be
holding the following
events. On the 10th there
is a luncheon at St.
Gabriel's, Kendal. On the
same date there will be a
cake sale sponsored by
the W.A. at the parish
church. On the 17th, the
day after St. Margaret's
Day, there will be a
'Lunch to Go' at the
nearby St. Margaret's
Primary School church
hall. Please note, as we
understand, the event is
not a sit down affair. It
means, inter alia, that
one purchases a ticket for
$25.00 and one gets a
take-away lunch. The
last event for the month
of November will be on
the 30th. There will be an
Independence Bazaar to

be held on the rectory
lawn, St. John. More de-
tails later on. Please sup-
port these activities.

Just a gentle reminder
for November 11th.
There will be an ordina-
tion to the Diaconate for
Mrs. Myra La Plante
(wife of Fr. Fequel La
Plante) and Mr.
Roosevelt Taitt. It will
take place at St.
Matthias Church at 7.30
p.m. Please pray for
them.

Please be reminded
that the new year 2014
will open with the usual
week of prayer taking
place from January 18th
to January 25th. The
theme is taken from 1
Corinthians 1:1-17. More
anon.

One of the things we
would like to emphasize
at this time, however is
the upcoming
Remembrance Day pa-
rade and service on

Sunday 10th November
to take place at the
Cenotaph beginning at 8
a.m. We understand that
Rev. Joel Cumberbatch,
Rev. Clifton Morris and
Monsignor Vincent
Blackett will be in charge
of the service. The choir
of St. Michael will lead
the singing accompanied
by the Police Band.

St. Leonard's Church
Patronal Festival

Sunday 3rd to 10th 2013

Theme: "Reaching out
our hands in love"

Sunday 3rd 
7:00 a.m. Holy

Eucharist
9.30 a.m. Family

Eucharist: Sunday School
Preacher: The Rev.

Canon Jeffrey D. Gibson 
6:00 p.m. Solemn

Evensong
Preacher: The Rev.

Joseph King

Monday 4th 
6:00 p.m. Line Dancing

Tuesday 5th 
9:00 a.m. School

Service
7:30 p.m. Mission serv-

ice
Preacher: The Rev.

Arlette Waterman

Wednesday 6th: The
Feast of St. Leonard

3:30 p.m. Wednesday
Windows (After school
nurture for children)

7:30 p.m. Solemn
Eucharist

Preacher: The Rev.
Julian Campbell

Thursday 7th 
7:30 p.m. Solemn

Evensong
Preacher: The Rev.

Desmond Ward

Friday 8th 
8.30 a.m. Public

Service of Healing
7:30 p.m. Youth Night

Saturday 9th 
6:00 a.m. Parish Fund

Raising Walk (From St.
Leonard's Church to the
beach at the Church of
the Good Shepherd,
Prospect, St. James)

Registration is now
open: T-Shirts available
at $25.00 each.

Sunday 10th:
Commitment Sunday

7:00 a.m. Holy
Eucharist

9:30 a.m. Sung
Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Solemn
Evensong & Te Deum

Preacher: The Rev.
Jerome Small

Many celebrations in month of November

NEW YORK – The
Vatican is taking the un-
usual step of conducting
a worldwide survey on
how parishes deal with
sensitive issues such as
birth control, divorce and
gay marriage, seeking
input ahead of a major
meeting on the family
that Pope Francis plans
next year.

The poll was sent in
mid-October to every na-
tional conference of bish-
ops with a request from
the Vatican coordinator,
Archbishop Lorenzo
Baldisseri, to “share it
immediately as widely as
possible to deaneries and
parishes so that input
from local sources can be
received.”

The survey reflects the
pope’s pledges to move
away from what he called
a “Vatican-centric” ap-
proach toward one where
local church leaders are
more involved in deci-
sion-making.

Among the questions
are whether gay mar-
riage is recognized in

their country and how
priests minister to same-
sex couples, including
how churches can re-
spond when gays seek a
religious education or
Holy Communion for
their children. The poll
also asks “how is God’s
mercy proclaimed” to
separated, divorced and
remarried couples.
Additional information is
sought on the pastoral
care of men and women
who live together outside
of marriage. The survey
also asks parishes
whether they believe
married men and women
tend to follow church
teaching barring the use
of artificial contracep-
tion.

The National Catholic
Reporter, an independent
news organization, was
first to report Thursday
that the survey will be
conducted, and it posted
a copy online.

Helen Osman, a
spokeswoman for the
U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops in

Washington, confirmed
plans for the poll to The
Associated Press.

“It will be up to each
bishop to determine what
would be the most useful
way of gathering infor-
mation to provide to
Rome,” Osman wrote in
an email. In England,
bishops have posted the

survey online to be filled
out by a wide range of
Catholics, including
priests, lay people, par-
ents and nuns.

The poll findings will
help set the agenda for
an extraordinary synod,
or meeting, of the presi-
dents of national bishops
conferences in October

2014.
The introduction to the

survey lays out a broad
list of concerns which the
document says “were un-
heard of until a few years
ago,” including single-
parent families,
polygamy, interfaith
marriages and “forms of
feminism hostile to the
church.” Surrogate moth-
erhood is lamented in the
document as “wombs for
hire,” and the survey
cites as a new challenge
“same-sex unions be-
tween persons who are,
not infrequently, permit-
ted to adopt children.”

Francis has said the
church needs to do a bet-
ter job preparing young
people for marriage,
lamenting that newly-
weds seem to think mar-
riage isn’t a lifelong com-
mitment but just a “pro-
visional” one. At the
same time, he has said
the church process for
annulling marriages isn’t
working and must be re-
viewed.

Francis’ emphasis on

reforming the Vatican
bureaucracy and boost-
ing the participation of
local church leaders and
lay people has prompted
speculation about how
far-reaching his changes
could be.

The pope has urged
pastors to focus on being
merciful and welcoming
rather than emphasizing
only such divisive issues
as abortion, gay mar-
riage and contraception.
At the same time, he has
made clear his support
for traditional marriage
and opposition to abor-
tion.

The introduction to the
new survey extensively
quotes former popes and
the Catholic catechism
on marriage being the
union of a man and a
woman for the purposes
of having children.

Baldisseri, secretary
general of the Synod of
Bishops, wrote in his let-
ter that the meeting next
year would be followed
by another on the topic
in 2015.

Vatican polls parishes on birth control, marriage

Pope Francis
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Avoiding attention snags is
easier if you have a goal. It also helps that you know
yourself well. You have absolutely zero interest in certain
topics, so don’t even bother pretending to engage them.
Close the door.    
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Normalcy
doesn’t come easily to everyone. You
may not realize just how much energy
someone is putting into presenting a
good front. Your compassion will help
to ease this person’s mind.  
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Some of
the people around you are more sensi-
tive than you think they are. Be careful
what you choose to laugh at. Laughter
can bond people, or it can tear people
down.
CANCER (June 22-July 22). Be 
observant. People around you need
this from you because no one else
sees things quite like you. In your 
lifetime, you’ll have the kind of insights
that can change the world.    
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Scientists are
starting to see a correlation between social anxiety and
technology. Remember, the best connections are un-
plugged. Don’t let technology dictate your social life or
impede your ability to connect. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You don’t want to understand
a job; you want to master it. That’s why you’ll explore the
inner workings and practice until you know for certain that
you’re as good as you can be. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Great people are strong 
people – and not strong on the outside necessarily, 
but strong on the inside. To build up your inner strength,
stick to a job until it’s done.   
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You will set out to have one

kind of day and wind up on a journey en-
tirely different from the one you had
planned. Intriguing findings will be the
highlight. This is just the beginning.  
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If a
picture is worth a thousand words, a
touch is worth 100 000 pictures. Don’t
miss out on the opportunity to make a
physical connection. Your loved ones
need it, and so do you. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Making
a mistake once is only natural and good.
How else are you supposed to figure out
what to do? You don’t want to make the
same mistake twice, though, so stay
aware.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A con-
versation that seems to have gone
wrong will actually produce interesting

and helpful results. Hang in there through the rough
patches. Keep trying to understand what’s going on at
the deeper levels. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Being in control of your
body is one way of showing the world that you’re in 
control of your life. Your willpower will be strong in the
morning, so take advantage of this with excellent 
self-care in the a.m.

Horoscopes 
by Holiday
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3. Unwise (9)
8. Tax (4)
9. Sluice (9)

10. Clot (6)
11. Mount (5)
14. Doorkeeper (5)
15. Genuine (4)
16. Prickle (5)
18. Implement (4)
20. Principle (5)
21. Forego (5)
24. Allowance (6)
25. Possible (9)
26. Craze (4)
27. Inflated (9)

1. Vary (9)
2. Vanquish (9)
4. Masculine (4)
5. Perch (5)
6. Knife (6)
7. Observe (4)
9. Philander (5)

11. Fume (5)
12. Raving (9)
13. Remove (9)
17. Nautical (5)
19. Dirge (6)
22. Essential (5)
23. Polluted (4)
24. Shower (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 1 Side; 3 Wayfarer; 8
Dupe; 9 Converse; 11
Suspiciously; 13 Intake; 14
Sample; 17 Reconcilable; 20
Thankful; 21 Limb; 22 Identity;
23 Shoe.
Down: 1 Sadistic; 2 Deposit; 4
Atomic; 5 Favourable; 6 Rural;
7 Reed; 10 Pickpocket; 12
Resemble; 15 Publish; 16
Acquit; 18 Erase; 19 Etui.
CRYPTIC
Across: 1 Mite; 3 Carcases; 8
Need; 9 Collared; 11 Free of
charge; 13 Assets; 14 Senile;
17 Congregation; 20 Epidemic;
21 Mien; 22 Skeleton; 23 Alas.
Down: 1 Man-of-war; 2
Theseus; 4 At once; 5
Collateral; 6 Sprag; 7 Soda; 10
Portuguese; 12 Remnants; 15
Initial; 16 Merino; 18 Oxide; 19
Keys.

SOLUTIONS TO
PUZZLE 11,668 Quick Crossword answers

also fit the large grid

Central Press Features
Temple Way
Bristol
BS99 7HD
Tel: 0117 934 3621

3. Most unusual alteration in
set grants (9)

8. See 7 Down
9. Advancement of professional

movement (9)
10. Uncomplicated natural

remedy (6)
11. Engineering material used

for weighing by the yard! (5)
14 & 21Ac.  In fact, solo is

transposed in this notation
system (5, 3-2)

15. Bring up a rhyme for 23 (4)
16. One of two books used in

taking Scripture (5)
18. What the swagman carries

off? (4)
20. Puts some flags down (5)
21. See 14 Across
24. Notice a cutting tool go up

and down (6)
25. Particular inclinations to

write church music (9)
26. He wrote a translation of

“The Topless Bough”! (4)
27. Where you’ll find the van in

action (5-4)

1. What two comics at
loggerheads indulge in? (5-
4)

2. So returning with order for
special troops (9)

4. A weed to pull to pieces, we
hear (4)

5. Make an acknowledgement,
as doormen may well do (5)

6. Assemble to do some
harvesting (6)

7 & 8Ac.  Display space used for
promoting trade (8)

9. It needs courage to do what
harpists do (5)

11. The one-time queen’s upset
- purgative needed (5)

12. Doesn’t include description
of book with pages missing
(6,3)

13. Kindling material from variety
of shrub near the copse (9)

17. They craftily observe food
put in a vessel (5)

19. Hundred taken away from
revised account, but he still
has a big bill (6)

22. Being infirm, succumb about
the end of the year (5)

23. Clothing changed while
driving (4)

24. Cause amazement although
the gimmick lacks finish (4)

1. Where did Judas 
betray Jesus?

A : The Sea of
Galilee
B : Mount of Olives
C : Garden of
Gethsemane
D : The temple at
Jerusalem

2. How did Judas, the
betrayer, die?

A : He was killed by
Peter.
B : He hung himself.
C : He was crucified.
D : He was exiled
and died alone.

3. What was the name
of the field that was
purchased with the
betrayal money Judas
returned?

A : Corban
B : Golgotha
C : Aceldama
D : Gabbatha

4. After Jesus’
ascension, which two
men were proposed
to replace Judas?

A : Joseph and
Matthias
B : Philip and
Nicanor
C : Stephen and Paul
D : Timon and
Procorus

5. Which one was
finally chosen by the
other eleven to
replace Judas?

A : Joseph
B : Paul
C : Matthias
D : Philip

Bible Challenge

Answers: 1. C, 2. B, 3. C, 4. A, 5. C
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WASHINGTON – It took
nearly 15 years after voters
approved medical marijuana
for it to become available in
the District of Columbia, but
the next major change to pot
laws in the nation’s capital
is on the fast track.

The DC Council is poised to
approve a bill that would decrim-
inalise possession of small
amounts of pot, and Democratic
Mayor Vincent Gray announced
last month that he supports it.
He could sign the bill into law as
early as January.

Some activists want the city
to go further by legalising, taxing
and regulating marijuana as
Colorado and Washington state
do,and they’re considering a bal-
lot initiative if the council does-
n’t take that step.

It’s a big change from a year
ago, when there was no medical
marijuana in the capital and
elected officials weren’t talking
about relaxing recreational pot
laws.Now,there are three tightly
regulated marijuana dispen-
saries in the city, although there
aren’t many patients yet.

City leaders have long been
cautious about pot, in part be-
cause Congress has the final say
on what’s legal in the district.
But with 17 states having some
form of decriminalisation and
the Justice Department taking a
hands-off approach to legalisa-
tion in Colorado and Washington
state, city leaders think

Congress won’t be interested in
fighting that battle.

"What the states do would not
matter if there were serious in-
terest in the subject” on Capitol
Hill, said Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton, a Democrat who repre-
sents the district in Congress. “I
don’t think there’s a serious in-
terest in the subject.”

The new sense of urgency has

been fuelled in part by two stud-
ies released this year that found
large racial disparities in mari-
juana arrests in the city. Blacks
were eight times more likely to
be arrested than whites in the
district in 2010, the American
Civil Liberties Union found,and
91 per cent of those arrested that
year were black. About half of
the city’s 632 000 residents are

African-American.
“We have hundreds of young

black men, black boys, being
locked up, for simple possession
of a couple bags of marijuana,”
said Democratic Council mem-
ber Marion Barry,one of the bill’s
sponsors. “We don’t want to be
proud of the wrong kind of thing
here. We need to stop that kind
of injustice from happening.”

Democrat Paul Zukerberg, a
defence attorney who represents
people charged with marijuana
offences and who campaigned for
the council this spring on liber-
alisation of marijuana laws, said
he’s pleased members have em-
braced the issue.

"A lot of things came together,”
Zukerberg said. “This is a move-
ment that’s national – in fact,
it’s an international movement.
We’re part of a larger shift in
people’s attitudes toward mari-
juana.”

Congress has disapproved of
only three pieces of legislation
passed by the DC Council, the
last in 1991. A more frequent
tactic for members who disap-
prove of policies in the heavily
Democratic district is to insert
language in the city’s appropria-
tions bill.That’s what then-Rep.
Bob Barr, R-Ga., did in 1999 to
block the city from spending
money on its medical marijuana
programme, which district vot-
ers approved the previous year.

The so-called rider remained
on the city’s budget until 2009.
After a lengthy regulatory
process, medical marijuana be-
came available this year. It’s al-
lowed only for patients with HIV
or AIDS, cancer, glaucoma, and
conditions such as multiple scle-
rosis that cause severe muscle
spasms.City health officials said
last month that only 59 patients
had registered to buy medical
marijuana.

THOUSANDS of fliers across
the US were delayed after the
shooting at Los Angeles
International Airport closed
parts of the airport. The pro-
longed shutdown at the nation’s
third-largest airport was partic-
ularly troublesome for those hop-
ing to head to the East Coast or
across the Pacific Ocean.

About 1 550 flights with 167
000 passengers were affected,
airport spokeswoman Nancy
Castles said in a statement yes-
terday.

Of those, 724 were scheduled
arrivals with an estimated 67
850 passengers and 826 were de-
partures with an estimated 99
200 passengers on board.

After Friday’s shooting, flights
bound for Los Angeles that had
not yet taken off were held at
their gates for hours by the
Federal Aviation
Administration. The so-called
ground stop lasted several hours.
Some flights already in the air
were allowed to land at LAX,
while others diverted to nearby
airports. Some passengers who
landed at LAX after the shooting
spent at least two hours sitting
on planes parked in a remote

corner of the airport.
The ripple effect was felt

across the country.
Tasi Lua arrived at LAX after

the shooting Friday, but was un-
able to board his flight to Denver.
He found a corner in Terminal 2,
plugged in his laptop and cell-
phone and slept on the floor.

“I’m used to travelling, and
things happening. It wasn’t too
bad,” said the 25-year-old. “I
could see other people who
weren’t taking it as well.”

Even though the airport never
fully closed, travellers trying to
fly out were unable to reach it be-
cause of massive road closures.

Gina Marie Lindsey,executive
director of Los Angeles World
Airports,which operates the Los
Angeles airport, said it will take
“quite a deal of time” to get oper-
ations back to normal. She said
it will be a “carefully orches-
trated logistical ballet.”

LAX’s Terminal 3, where the
shooting occurred, remained
closed Saturday as the forensics
investigation continued. Only
the ticket counter and parking
structure were open.

A man carrying a note that
said he wanted to “kill TSA”

pulled a semi-automatic rifle
from a bag around 9:20 a.m. local
time and shot his way past a se-
curity checkpoint. One
Transportation Security
Administration officer was
killed, authorities said.

One security expert doubted
much could be done to prevent
similar incidents.

“I am not sure what can be
done other than effectively ban-
ning most types of guns as in the
UK where there are minimal
shootings,” said Kenneth J.
Button, a public policy professor
and director of the Centre for
Transportation, Policy,
Operations and Logistics at
George Mason University.

“This could just as well hap-
pened on a street in New York or
at a shopping mall,” Button said
in an e-mail in which he also al-
luded to last year’s mass shoot-
ings in a Colorado movie theatre
and at a Connecticut elementary
school. He added that “airports
are possibly one of the safest
places given the security there”.

DC on fast track to decriminalising pot possession

This photo taken February 13, 2013 shows different strains of marijuana displayed during the
grand opening of the Seattle location of the Northwest Cannabis Market, for sales of medical
marijuana products.

Thousands of fliers
delayed after LAX shooting

People exit Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles on Friday.
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MOSCOW – The Interfax news agency
cites Russia’s prison service as saying
Pussy Riot member Nadezhda
Tolokonnikova is being sent to a new
penal colony.

The report yesterday comes after com-
plaints by her husband that there had
been no contact with Tolokonnikova in re-
cent days.

The Federal Penitentiary Service said
Tolokonnikova was being sent to a new
prison and that in accordance with reg-
ulations her family would be informed
within 10 days of arrival, Interfax said.
Service officials could not be reached for
comment by The Associated Press.

Tolokonnikova is serving two years fol-
lowing the band’s politically provocative
performance in Moscow’s main Orthodox
cathedral in 2012.

She went on hunger strike to protest
prison conditions in September and was
hospitalised. The prison service said in
mid-October that she would be moved.

TBILISI – Georgia’s prime minister
named Interior Minister Irakly
Garibashvili as his successor yes-
terday, handing a close ally the task
of treading a political tightrope be-
tween Russia and the West.

Billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili has said
he will quit as premier after Georgy
Margvelashvili is sworn in as president
on November 17.

Margvelashvili was elected last month
to take over from Mikheil Saakashvili,
who spent a decade in power pursuing
friendly relations with the West – often
at the expense of Russia.

Ivanishvili, who entered politics two
years ago following a business career in
which he made a fortune estimated at
US$5.3 billion, made efforts to maintain
good ties with the West while improving
them with Moscow.

He named his successor at the head-
quarters of his Georgian Dream coali-
tion.

Under changes to the constitution that
will this month transfer many of the
president’s responsibilities to the prime
minister, the 31-year-old Garibashvili
will become the country’s most powerful
politician.

He said yesterday he would stick with
the outgoing premier’s policies.

“I promise our people, our country that
I’ll continue the policies and economic
development (plans) started by Bidzina
Ivanishvili,” Garibashvili said.

Garibashvili’s task will be complicated
by the state of ties between Russia and
the West, strained by tensions over the
Middle East as well as Moscow’s grant-
ing of asylum to fugitive US intelligence
contractor Edward Snowden, and the de-
tention of 30 Greenpeace activists.

Ivanishvili,whose party’s dominance of
parliament has allowed him to eclipse
Saakashvili politically over the past year,
succeeded in opening the Russian market
for Georgian wine, mineral water and
fruits after a ban imposed in 2006, two

years before the two countries fought a
five-day war.

Garibashvili still has to be nominated
by parliament and approved by
Margvelashvili, but both steps are
viewed as a formality.

Margvelashvili’s election cemented
Georgian Dream’s grip on power, putting
it in charge of the presidency for the first
time, as well as the government and leg-
islature, which it took control of in a par-
liamentary election in October last year.

Ivanishvili says the departure of
Saakashvili, a bitter rival, means his job
is now done.

But he is expected to continue wielding
influence behind the scenes in the South
Ca ducasus country of 4.5 million, which
is crossed by pipelines that carry Caspian
oil and gas to Europe.

The current government must resign
after the presidential inauguration.
Parliament then has one week to agree
on a nominee for post of prime minister,
to be appointed by the president.

Ivanishvili, who will be acting premier
during that week,will hand over his func-
tions on November 24 and a new cabinet
proposed by his successor and approved
by parliament.

Garibashvili has a master’s degree in
international relations from Tbilisi and
Sorbonne Universities.

Fluent in Russian,English and French,
he held senior positions in Ivanishvili’s
Cartu Bank and his charity fund before
joining the government as interior min-
ister last year.

Garibashvili will set economic as well
as foreign policy.

Poverty is a problem and, after years of
robust growth, gross domestic product
expanded just 1.5 per cent in the second
quarter this year, down from 8.2 per cent
in the same period a year ago.

In this Thursday, April 19, 2012 photo, Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, a member of the female punk rocker band Pussy Riot
stands in court.

Pussy Riot
member sent
to new prison

Georgian PM names successor, ties with Russia a priority

Georgia’s Interior Minister Irakly Garibashvili (left) and Prime Minister Bidzina attend a news conference in Tbilisi yester-
day.



JOHANNESBURG –
Nelson Mandela was
amused by the elabo-
rate makeup process a
British actor went
through to play him in
a film based on his au-
tobiography, the
movie’s producer said
yesterday of a special
screening for the for-
mer South African
president last year.

“Is that me?” Anant
Singh, the South African
producer of “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom,”
recalled a smiling
Mandela as saying when
he saw a picture of actor
Idris Elba as an elderly
version of the man who
spent 27 years in jail
under white minority rule.
After he was freed,
Mandela led South Africa
through a difficult transi-
tion to its first racially in-
clusive elections in 1994,
a historic event that pro-
pelled him to the presi-
dency and inspired many
around the world.

“I said, ‘Madiba, you re-
ally think it’s you?’” Singh
replied, using Mandela’s
clan name. He then ex-
plained that Elba sat
through more than five
hours of makeup before

filming even began. Singh
had visited Mandela at his
home in Qunu, in South
Africa’s Eastern Cape
province.Mandela,95,has
stayed in a hospital in
Pretoria, the capital, sev-
eral times since December
and remains critically ill
at his Johannesburg home.

Singh and members of
the cast spoke at a news
conference in
Johannesburg yesterday
hosted by the Nelson
Mandela Foundation for
the film, which is based on
Mandela’s autobiography
and will be released in
South Africa in late
November before opening
in the U.S. and other mar-
kets.

Naomie Harris, who
starred in the James Bond
movie “Skyfall,” plays the
role of Winnie Mandela,
Mandela’s second wife and
a powerful figure in the
anti-apartheid movement
in her own right. The cou-
ple later divorced.

Zindzi Mandela, one of
the couple’s children, said
she had seen the movie
with her mother and that
it was an emotional expe-
rience. Mandela, she said,
is often defined by his
prison experiences and his

fight against apartheid,
but she was pleased to see
that the movie also focuses
on the traditional values
of hierarchy, structure and
discipline that shaped him
in his early years in the
rural Eastern Cape.

“Those values are what
made him better able to
face challenges ahead of
him,” she said.

Zindzi Mandela said she
was particularly moved by
a film scene in which she
and her sister are left
alone, with both their par-
ents in detention.She said
the sequence evoked “the
absence of a father and the
absence of a mother and
the absence of a normal
family life.”

Singh said Winnie,
whose last name is now
Madikizela-Mandela,
turned to him after seeing
the movie and said:

“It’s beautiful. Don’t
change anything. I love it.”

The $35 million film was
directed by Justin
Chadwick. It also features
actor Tony Kgoroge, who
played the role of a presi-
dential security chief in
“Invictus,” the 2009 movie
directed by Clint
Eastwood that starred
Morgan Freeman as

Mandela in the period
leading up to South
Africa’s World Cup rugby
title in 1995. This time,
Kgoroge plays Walter
Sisulu, a long-time associ-
ate of Mandela.

Elba did not attend the
news conference because
he was ill.Kgoroge praised
Elba’s performance as
Mandela, describing him
as “very hungry”and “look-
ing forward to going into
the depth of his character.”
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SUDOKU
NO.3317
RATING: MEDIUM

Yesterday’s Solution

Fill the grid so that every column, 
every row, and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9

There's no maths involved- you 
solve the puzzle with reasoning 
and logic

Solution tomorrow

Tips at www.sudoku.com
Comments or queries?
Direct them to
sudoku@barbadosadvocate.com

BERLIN – Germany’s
foreign intelligence
agency confirmed yester-
day that it swaps infor-
mation on the latest tech-
nological developments
with its European coun-
terparts, but denied a re-
port that it tried to by-
pass legal restrictions on
Internet surveillance to
be able to use advanced
technology developed by
the British.

The London-based
Guardian newspaper
cited documents released
by NSA leaker Edward
Snowden according to
which Britain’s GCHQ
spy agency helped their
German counterparts to
change or bypass domes-
tic laws.

“It is not true that the
Federal Intelligence
Agency allegedly tried to
circumvent legal restric-
tions in order to use
British surveillance tech-
nology,” said Martin
Heinemann, a spokesman
for the agency, which is
known by its German
acronym BND.

Heinemann told The
Associated Press that the
exchange between the
two agencies, which took
place in 2008, focused
“not on legal, but on tech-
nical questions” related to
mooted surveillance regu-
lation reforms in
Germany that were never
implemented.

He acknowledged,
though, that the BND
swaps tech tips with
friendly agencies in
Europe.

“A regular exchange of
information about tech-
nological developments
takes place with other
European agencies,” said

Heinemann.
The extent to which

Western intelligence
agencies cooperate on
Internet surveillance has
come under public
scrutiny since Snowden
first released documents
about the work of the US
National Security Agency
in June.

This co-operation has
been called into question
following reports that
some of the agencies are
spying on friendly na-
tions’ leaders.

Earlier this month
German weekly Der
Spiegel reported that the
NSA had monitored
Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s cellphone,
prompting her to com-
plain personally to
President Barack Obama
and send a delegation of
senior officials to
Washington. Details of
the delegation’s talks
with US officials have
been scant. But German
media reported yesterday
that Berlin is confident it
will be able to conclude a
“no spy” agreement with
Washington.

German weekly
Frankfurter Allgemeine
Sonntagszeitung cited
unnamed German gov-
ernment officials saying
such a deal might be
reached early next year.
Meanwhile, Der Spiegel
reported that Germany
wants written assurances
that US intelligence
agencies won’t eavesdrop
on Merkel anymore.

A German government
spokeswoman declined to
comment on those re-
ports.The rules of her job
did not allow her to be
quoted by name.

Germans: European
spy agencies 
swap tech tips

Mandela movie to open
this month in S. Africa

British film director
Justin Chadwick during a
news conference held
on the eve of the South
African premier of the
film Mandela – Long
Walk To Freedom, in
Johannesburg, yester-
day.
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SPORTS

VOLLEYBALL switched
from the hard court of the
Garfield Sobers Sports
Complex to the sands of
Brandons for the 10th edi-
tion of the Sizzlin’ Sand
Barbados Beach Sunsplash.

Elwyn Oxley and Gregory Gill
are leading the charge in the
men’s division as they easily
booked their place in today’s
semi-finals.

The leading beach volleyball
pair in terms of victories, Oxley
and Gill are favoured to reach
the final after defeating Ahkeem
Mayers and Andriy Stapleton in
two straight sets in the quarter-
finals to book their place in the
next round.

They are scheduled to face
off against Jason Alleyne
and Victor Griffith for a
spot in the final.Alleyne

and Griffith had a hard-fought
quarter-final against Gerald

Davis and Kengie Matthews.
After dropping the first set

22-20, Alleyne and Griffith
turned up the pressure to win
the next two sets 21-13, 15-13.

The second semi-final will pit

Winston Gittens and Mark
Lewis against Curtis Gaskin and
Hugh Sealey.

Similar to Alleyne and
Griffith, Gaskin and Sealey had
to fight their way back from a
set down to defeat the team of
Kyle Browne and Ronald Rice
two sets to one. Though the
younger pair of Browne and Rice
showed signs of their hitting
ability, levelling the scores after
trailing for most of the game 
or closing the gap in the crucial
deciding set, Gaskin and Sealey
weathered the storm and came
away with the victory as the sun
began to set.

The men’s semi-finals are
slated to start at noon,while the
women’s begin at 10 a.m.

In the women’s pool, only one
semi-final was set by press time
and that was the team of Julia
Lewis and Anthazia Mason
against Sharon Bovell and
Dania Hamilton.

Lewis and Mason defeated the
St.Vincent and Grenadines pair
of Angelique Allan and Nikita
Campbell in the quarter-finals 
21-14, 21-13.

The quarter-final between
Talya Layne and Shennel Pooler
against Lisa Austin and Pauline
Woodroffe was not completed.

The action is expected to reach
the boiling point today as the 
finals are slated for 5 p.m. and 
6 p.m.

Brandons
sizzlin’
with
volleyball
action 

The team of Julia Lewis (right) and Anthazia Mason will face off against Sharon Bovell and Dania Hamilton in the semi-finals.

The St. Vincent and Grenadines team of Angelique Allan and Nikita Campbell bowed out in the quarter-finals.
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WORLD-RENOWNED surfer
Brian ‘de Action Man’ Talma is
back home after competing in
the Aloha Classic in Maui.

The event is part of the Ame-
rican Windsurfing Tour, and
Talma competed in the pro divi-
sion at the famous Hoopika
Beach Park, Maui, where he ad-
vanced through a few heats to

finish 25th out of 48 profession-
als.The Aloha Classic is the most
prestigious event in windsurf-
ing, and Maui, Hawaii is the
Mecca for the sport.

Talma noted that he was ex-
tremely happy with his result,
but added that his main reason
for going to the event was to pro-
mote Barbados’ beach culture.

Talma wants to position
Barbados as a premier surfing
destination, particularly in the
stand-up paddling format.

“I am extremely happy with
my result, as I was competing
against some of the best wind-
surfers in the world. The objec-
tive of the Beach Culture World
Tour is to keep Barbados on the

world map of windsurfing, surf-
ing, kiteboarding and SUP. It’s
important to be present and to
do OK at these events. I’ve been
competing for over 25 years on
the pro division, and just to pass
a few heats, I am extremely
happy.My Beach Culture Tour is
being extremely effective, as I
am also recruiting pro riders to

come visit me in Barbados too.”
Talma flew out to Hawaii after

winning his Last Waterman
Standing event in early October.
It was a SUP event that was pre-
sented by deAction SUP Shop,
and Naish is one of the most gru-
elling SUP events in the world.
Talma won in 15 hours 17 min-
utes while Jimmy Marshall,
Jules Gualdoni (France), Neal
Gent (England), Kevin Talma
and Adrian Howard also took
part in the event.

The first section of the event
saw Talma SUP around the is-
land with two of best water peo-
ple in the world – Bernd Roedi-
ger “Crown Prince” from Hawaii
and Fiona Wylder ‘Blue Spirit”
from California. Talma took
them to the most remote section
of the Northern coast, called
“Cow Pen”which had never been
SUPed before.

The main event started at
deAction Beach Shop, Silver
Sands Beach, Christ Church, at
5:45 am on October 16,with elite
SUPers from Barbados, France
and England.

The Last Waterman Standing
is part of Talma’s Beach Culture
World Tour, and seeks to posi-
tion Barbados as having one the
best beach cultures in the world.

He believes that Barbados has
been blessed with amazing con-
ditions for windsurfing, surfing,
SUPing & kiteboarding, while
its night life, culture and the dy-
namic way visitors and locals in-
teract makes it an ideal surfing
destination. (PG)

Talma back on home soil

THE Barbados Turf Club’s
first day of the third and fi-
nal racing season for 2013,
got off to a fantastic start,
thanks to the support of The
Barbados Thoroughbred
Breeders’ Association,
(BTBA), Courtesy Garage/
Hyundai, Mango Bay Barba-
dos and the Barbados Tou-
rist Authority (BTA).

At a press conference held at
the Island Inn on Friday, Peter
Odle,President of the BTBA,an-
nounced that their association
worked hard with the BTC,
Courtesy Garage Mango Bay
Barbados, and the BTA to put
together a package to lift horse
racing.

He said that the BTBA has
two races on the day, the Breed-
ers’ Classic for Barbados Bred
3-year-olds and over, going 1800
metres, and the Breeders’
Championship Stakes & Trophy,
for Barbados Bred 2-year-olds,
going 1100 metres.

With Courtesy coming on
board, the Classic will now be
called Courtesy Breeders’
Classic Powered By Hyundai,

and the Champion Stakes will be
named the Courtesy Juvenile
Breeders Stakes.

The BTBA President said that
with our jockeys doing as well
as they are in North America,
they came up with the idea of
bringing four jockeys from
England and Ireland, to compete
against four of our jockeys in four
races on the day.

BTBA Secretary/Treasurer,
Raphael Greene, said that the
Courtesy Breeders’ Classic is
over subscribed with 14 horses
taking entry,and that race has a
purse of $41,000. 11 have taken
entry for the Juvenile Breeders’
Stake, which carries a purse of
almost $37,000.

Greene went on to say they are
making this a very big day, and
that it is not just about owners,
but the jockeys winning on the
day will all be presented with
gifts. The grooms are also in-
cluded,as the ones with the best
turned out horse in each race
will also receive a gift.

The best turned out groom in
each race will also receive a cash
prize, and the best turned out

groom of the day will receive an-
other cash prize. In addition to
this, the grooms of the horses
that win the two BTBA races on
the day will also receive cash
prizes.

Race fans will not be left out,
as there will be steel pan enter-
tainment. There are also three
prizes on the day to be won by
race fans, two of which will be on
a draw of loosing tickets.

There will be another prize,
which at the time the BTBA/Se-
cretary/Treasurer said he wasn’t
giving details on as yet, but race
fans can be assured that it will
be quite exciting.

He expressed his thanks to
Nicholas Mackie and his team
from Courtesy Garage for their
support.

BTC Secretary/CEO, Rosette
Peirce, while taking the time to
thank those attending the press
conference, including the media,
said, that it is a known fact that
attracting sponsorship for sports
is not easy at this time,as corpo-
rate Barbados and individuals
have had to tighten their belts in
these difficult times. Peirce

thanked Courtesy Garage for
coming on board, recognising
that this is how strong commu-
nity relationships are built.

The BTC Secretary/CEO said
that in addition to the two BTBA
feature races, there is the Winter
Jockeys’ Championship, which
has an international flavour,
with four jockeys from Europe
riding against four Barbadian
riders. It gives us the opportu-
nity to showcase Barbados, and
it is for this reason the riders
will be staying on after they have
ridden on November 16.

In the days following, they will
put away their riding gear and
become tourists, and be able to
receive all our Bajan hospitality
and be able share it on their re-
turn home.

The team is headed by Kieren
Fallon,with the others being Seb
Sanders, Jimmy Fortune and
Pat Smullen.Anderson Trotman
leads the Barbados team, with
the others being Antonio
Whitehall, Antonio Bishop and
Damario Bynoe.

Peirce reminded race fans that
on the day there is a Pick-4 bet,

that for as little as $1 a single
punter could win $30,000.

Philip Bynoe, Sales Manager
of Courtesy Garage, said that
Courtesy Garage and Hyundai
were very pleased to be involved
with the BTBA, BTC, BTA and
Mango Bay Barbados in putting
on the day’s racing. He stated
that Hyundia is a known suppor-
ter of sport, and when they were
approached to be involved in the
two feature BTBA races, they did
not hesitate.

The Courtesy Sales Manager,
said that horse racing is a very
popular sport, but had declined
against what it was many years
ago, and that they are very
happy to play their part in lifting
it to a higher level. He said that
he is very pleased to say that
Courtesy and Hyundai have
committed to at least three years
of sponsorship.

BTA Sports Tourism Manager
Gregory Armstrong said this is
another milestone in Sports
Tourism,and he commended the
UK office for aiding the opportu-
nity by sponsoring the jockeys’
trip to Barbados. (CH)

Huge support for opening day of BTC’s
third racing season

(From left) Peter Odle, President of the Barbados Thoroughbred Association, Kavita Sandiford, Group Revenue Manager, Mango Bay,
Rosette Peirce, CEO Barbados Turf Club, Phillip Bynoe, Sales Manager, Hyundai, Gregory Armstrong, Manager Sports Barbados Tourism
Association and Raphael Greene, Secretary/Treasurer Barbados Thoroughbred Association, during the press conference recently.
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KOLKATA, India – Half-
centuries from Chris
Gayle and compatriot
Marlon Samuels rounded
off a reassuring perform-
ance from West Indies, as
they drew their tour
match against Uttar
Pradesh yesterday.

Both batsmen used the
relaxed atmosphere to ex-
plore the range of their
stroke-play, scoring 58
apiece, as the Windies,
leading by 94 on first in-
nings, reached 199 for five
in their second innings
when the three-day con-
test was brought to a close
at the Jadavpur Univer-
sity Complex.

The visitors had found
out the hard way how
merciless the conditions
that lie ahead could be,
when the bottom half of
the UP batting plundered
easy runs, as the home
team finished on 372 for
nine declared, replying to
West Indies’ first innings
total of 466, with Parvin-
der Singh completing his
10th first-class century of
112.

Left-arm fast bowler
Sheldon Cottrell was the
pick of the Windies
bowlers, grabbing 3-65
from 19.3 overs, left-arm
spinner Veerasammy
Permaul supported with

3-124 from 33 overs and
Tino Best collected 2-77.

Cheap dismissal
Gayle, anxious to spend

some quality time at the
crease after being dis-
missed cheaply in the first
innings, slammed 11 fours
from 49 balls in just over
an hour. The talismanic
opener put on 68 for the
first wicket, before fellow
left-hander Kieran Powell
became the first of 4-72
from 14 overs for Piyush
Chawla. Gayle also sur-
rendered to a return catch
to the second delivery
from the same bowler
after the regional side re-

sumed from their tea-time
total of 85 for one.

Similarly, Samuels too
had promised much in the
first innings, before he
was dismissed and batted
with typical nonchalance
the second time around,
striking nine fours and
one six from 47 balls in
just under an hour. He put
on 84 for the third wicket,
with wicketkeeper/bats-
man Denesh Ramdin,
whose 41 from 53 balls in
45 minutes contained five
fours and one six and also
gave him precious time in
the middle which he also
lacked from the first in-
nings. (WICB)

West Indies draw practice match

KOLKATA, India –
Head coach Ottis
Gibson felt West Indies
achieved most of their
targets during their
three-day, tour match
against Uttar Pradesh,
which ended in a draw
yesterday at the Jadav-
pur University Com-
plex.

Gibson said all of the
main batsmen spent qual-
ity time at the crease, and
all of the main bowlers, ex-
cept Kemar Roach and
Shane Shillingford, had a
chance to extend them-
selves and things looked to
be falling into place ahead

of the first Test against
India, starting this coming
Wednesday at Eden Gar-
dens in Kolkata, India.

“At the start, we said we
wanted to get some quality
practice,” said Gibson.“We
did this – Shivnarine
Chanderpaul got a hun-
dred,Narsingh Deonarine
batted well and all of the
others, but time in the
middle was much more im-
portant for us.We have not
played a Test match for a
long time, so it was impor-
tant for everybody to get a
run-out and this game was
good for us.

“It also gave us an un-

derstanding of what is
going to happen next week
and what we need to do,
particularly as a bowling
attack. We will need to
bowl more patiently than
we were here, but every-
one got a few overs under
their belt and this would
put us in a good position.”

He added: “Speaking to
the head groundsman
here, he said there has
been a lot of rain in Kolka-
ta, so we expected this
would have been a slow
pitch.

“He also felt the pitch at
Eden Gardens could well
be similar and so for us to

have this opportunity of
playing on this kind of sur-
face [at the Jadavpur
University Complex], it
means we are a bit accus-
tomed to what we might
get next week, so it’s not
too bad.”

Gibson allayed fears
about Roach and Shilling-
ford missing the match.He
said they will take their
rightful places in the line-
up for the first Test.

“Shane was supposed to
play, but he slept badly on
his neck the night before,
and had a bit of stiffness,”
he said. “Kemar is the
same.

“Those two will add a lit-
tle bit more potency to our
attack, but it was good to
see Sheldon Cottrell get a
run out in this match,Tino
Best also bowled well and
so too Veerasammy Per-
maul, so everything is
looking on course for next
week.We are happy about
where we are at the mo-
ment.”

Clear underdogs
Gibson said with the

West Indies he was satis-
fied with the bowling op-
tions and stayed away
from discussing the possi-
bility of two spinners play-
ing in the first Test.

“We will see,” he said.
“Shane has been excellent
for us and we will have to
see who else will play. We
need to find a bowling at-
tack that we think can win
us a Test match or put
India under pressure.

“The Indians have been
in excellent form with the
bat during the current
One-day International se-
ries against Australia –
but in Test cricket, where
they have to be a bit more
patient, we will have to

have the right bowling op-
tions that can control and
contain them.”

Gibson said West Indies
were the clear underdogs
going into the two-Test se-
ries, but they were confi-
dent and working hard to
prove that they have made
advances.

“We are playing away
from home in India,” he
said. “We are now ranked
at No.6 in the World, we
have won our last six
Tests, but India are in the
top bracket, so playing
away from home in a place
like India, we are going to
be underdogs.

“But we have a good spi-
rit inside the team. There
is a good blend of experi-
enced players, like Chris
Gayle, Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul, Marlon Samuels,
Denesh Ramdin, Darren
Sammy who have played a
lot of cricket in India – and
some very good young-
sters.

“We understand where
we are, but sometimes the
underdogs have a strong
bite and that is what we
hope we will come and
show next week.” (WICB)

Gibson satisfied with tour match

WEST INDIES 1st Innings 466

UTTAR PRADESH 1st Innings (overnight 206 for five)
T. Srivastava b Cottrel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
M. Dagar b Best. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
M. Kaif c Powell b Permaul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Parvinder Singh c Samuels b Cottrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
A. Alam c wkpr Ramdin b Permaul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
P. Gupta c wkpr Ramdin b Sammy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
+Amir Khan c Sammy b Permaul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
*P. Chawla c wkpr Ramdin b Best . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Imtiaz Ahmed c Chanderpaul b Cottrell . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
R.P. Singh not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Extras (b5, lb11, w1, nb5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
TOTAL (9 wkts, decl’d, 96.3 overs) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 372
A. Rajpoot did not bat
Fall of wickets: 1-41, 2-71, 3-93, 4-96, 5-203, 6-260, 7-336,

8-366, 9-372
Bowling: Best 18-4-77-2 (nb3); Cottrell 19.3-3-65-3 (nb2,

w1); Sammy 16-2-56-1; Permaul 33-6-124-3; Deonarine 8-1-
31-0; Gayle 2-1-3-0

WEST INDIES 2nd Innings
C. Gayle c and b Chawla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
K. Powell b Chawla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
M. Samuels c Gupta b Alam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
+D. Ramdin c R.P. Singh b Chawla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
*D. Sammy c Alam b Chawla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
N. Deonarine not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
V. Permaul not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Extras (w3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
TOTAL (5 wkts, 37 overs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199
Fall of wickets: 1-68, 2-85, 3-169, 4-175, 5-184
Bowling: R.P. Singh 5-1-25-0; Imtiaz Ahmed 2-0-23-0 (nb1);

Alam 11-1-47-1; Chawla 14-1-72-4 (nb1); Srivastava 5-0-32-0
(nb1)

Result: Match drawn
Umpires: U. Gandhe, C. Shamsuddin
Match referee: B. Kalyanasundaram

Gibson said West Indies were the clear underdogs going into the two-Test series, but they were confident
and working hard to prove that they have made advances.

SCOREBOARD
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WEST INDIES Women
will aim to win 
the final One-Day
International against
England today in
Trinidad after losing
the second ODI by
seven wickets on
Friday night in a rain-
affected match at the
Queen’s Park Oval.

The West Indies won the
toss and chose to bat and
were routed for 126 all 
out in 38.1 overs with
England fast bowler,Katie
Cross, doing much of the
damage with 51-4 off 
her ten overs. England
Women cruised to 127-3 in
33.3 overs to take a 1-0
lead in the three-match 
series after the opening
match was rained out on
Tuesday.

Cross, who was named
the Player of the Match,
removed Kycia Knight,
June Ogle and Stafanie
Taylor early in the innings
to leave the Windies strug-
gling on 14-3.

Shaquana Quintyne
scored a well played 42
and was instrumental in
taking the West Indies

over the hundred-run
mark. When she was 
finally sent back to the
pavilion after being
caught and bowled by
Holly Colvin, the West
Indies was 118-9 and the
end came quickly after.

In the absence of any
significant contribution
from the other batters, the
West Indies eventually
folded for a meagre 126 all
out in 38.1 overs. England
medium-pacer, Natalie
Sciver, also contributed to
the West Indies demise
with three wickets.

The West Indies may
have thought they had 
a chance of defending 
the paltry total after
England opener,Charlotte
Edwards, was trapped leg
before off Subrina Munroe
with the score on 12, how-
ever Sarah Taylor had
other things in mind.

Taylor scored 55 not out
and together with Lauren
Winfield added 64 for the
second wicket. Winfield
fell for 31, but Taylor car-
ried on, scoring her 12th
ODI fifty to complete the
victory for England. (PG)

SYDNEY – England
were little the wiser with
regards to their likely
side for the first Ashes
Test at the Gabba after
their inconclusive tour-
opening three-dayer

against the West
Australia Chairman’s XI
yesterday.

The Perth match ended
in a tame draw, when the
home team called a halt
at 168 for five in their

second innings, repre-
senting an overall lead of
228 after England was
dismissed for 391 in reply
to the Chairman XI’s 451
for five declared.

Up against a second-

string side comprising
fringe first-class players,
the tourists did not gain
much insight into their
best team for the first
Test against Australia,
starting in Brisbane on November 21.

England rested sev-
eral key players for the
match, allowing the op-
portunity for some Test
hopefuls to push their
claims, most notably for
the third seamer’s posi-
tion and the spot at num-
ber six in the batting
order.

Pace trio Chris
Tremlett, Steven Finn
and Boyd Rankin all
laboured with the ball,
taking seven wickets be-
tween them in the match,
but just two in the home
team’s first innings.

Tremlett finished with
just one wicket for the
match, while Finn and
Rankin picked up three
each, and the trio con-
ceded 425 runs between
them.

Batting hopefuls Gary
Ballance, who was dis-
missed first ball, and Ben
Stokes (4) also failed to
grasp their opportunity,
although Michael

Carberry made the most
of his chance at the top
of the order, making 78 to
advance his cause.

One positive for
England was the form of
key batsmen Ian Bell and
Jonathan Trott, who both
scored centuries.

Trott hit an unbeaten
113 and Bell retired
when on 115, the pair
spending valuable time
in the middle as they
shared in a 197-run part-
nership before the latter
decided to give his team-
mates the chance for
some time in the middle.

Trott batted for 342
minutes, hitting 10 fours
and one six, while Bell,
who led the aggregates in
the Ashes series earlier
this year, faced 165 balls
with 19 fours and two
sixes.

England’s next tour
game is a four-dayer
against Australia A,
starting in Hobart on
Wednesday.

Shaquana Quintyne scored 42 in the West Indies’
seven-wicket defeat to England on Friday in Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad. 

England’s cricketers leave the field as play is called early on the final day of the Ashes cricket tour match.

West Indies Women innings
Kycia A Knight c Edwards b Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
JW Ogle-Thomas c Sciver b Cross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
SR Taylor c †Taylor b Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
SA Campbelle c Edwards b Colvin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
DJS Dottin c †Taylor b Sciver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
MR Aguilleira*† b Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
SF Daley c Winfield b Sciver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
SL Quintyne c & b Colvin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42
A Mohammed b Gunn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
TD Smartt b Sciver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
SL Munroe not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Extras (w 4, nb 1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Total (all out; 38.1 overs) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Kycia A Knight), 2-13 (Ogle-Thomas), 
3-14 (Taylor), 4-53 (Campbelle), 5-53 (Dottin), 6-56 (Daley), 
7-81 (Aguilleira), 8-86 (Mohammed), 9-118 (Quintyne), 10-126
(Smartt).
Bowling: KL Cross 10-1-51-4 5.10; JL Gunn 8-1-19-1 2.37; 
HL Colvin 10-6-7-2 0.70; D Hazell 4-0-27-0 6.75; NR Sciver 
5.1-1-19-3 3.67; DN Wyatt 1-0-3-0 3.00.

England Women innings
CM Edwards* lbw b Munroe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
L Winfield c Daley b Smartt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
SJ Taylor† not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
LS Greenway c & b Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
TT Beaumont not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Extras (w6)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Total (3 wickets; 33.3 overs)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127
Did not bat: HL Colvin, KL Cross, JL Gunn, D Hazell, NR Sciver,
DN Wyatt
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Edwards), 2-76 (Winfield), 3-112
(Greenway).
Bowling: Smartt 8-2-17-1 2.12; SL Munroe 6-0-20-1 3.33; SF
Daley 6-1-22-0 3.66; A Mohammed 4-0-25-0 6.25; SL Quintyne
2.3-0-14-0 5.60; DJS Dottin 2-0-9-0 4.50; SR Taylor 5-0-20-1
4.00.

SCOREBOARD

More questions than answers
for England cricketers

England wins second ODI
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AS Chaucer once
wrote, all good things
must come to an end,
and so it was that
Barbados Community
College’s unbeaten
streak came to a
screeching halt on
Thursday evening by
Harrison College.

The defending cham-
pion of the National
Sports Council United
Insurance Division One
School’s Basketball
Competition was hum-
bled 71-41 in a thrashing
at the Crumpton Street
institution. BCC was in
striking distance only up
to the end of the first

quarter when the score
stood at 29-22 in
Harrison’ College’s
favour.

But then it was the HC
show as the home side
out gunned the perennial
champion thanks to its
own ‘Big Three’. Joel
Hunte scored 23 points,
Nikolai Burton 22 and
Anand Joseph Thorne 20
as they inflicted a rare
defeat on BCC. Antoine
Morris with 17 was the
only BCC player into
double figures while
Ammuniki Wood scored
nine points.

Combermere School
enjoyed just its second

win of the season with a
welcome 73-49 victory
over Samuel Jackman
Prescod Polytechnic.
Derion Hurley led the
way for the Waterford
lads with a game high 31
points while Akindele
Licorish scored 14 and
Leron Mascoll 10 points.
Alexander Cumberbatch
led SJPP with 14 points
while Raheem Thompson
scored 12.

In the final match
played on Thursday,
Christ Church
Foundation came back
home with a 37-33 vic-
tory over the Lodge
School. (PG)

CHRIST CHURCH
Foundation took first in-
nings points against
Combermere School in a
top of the table clash in
Zone ‘B’ in the eighth
round of the Barbados
Cricket Association
Goddard Enterprises
Schools’ Championship.

The match ended in a
draw after Combermere
could only muster up 104
runs all out in reply to
Foundation’s first innings
score of 134 all out.
Shakeem Blades was the
go to man for Foundation
with a top score of 35
while he came back with
the ball to take 5-31.
Foundation ended on 8
without loss on the final
day of the match at
Waterford.

Easy Bake St.
Leonard’s Boys’ was the
only team to record an

outright victory in this
round when it defeated
Frederick Smith
Secondary by an innings
and ten runs at
Richmond Gap. Frederick
Smith was bowled out for
99 in its first innings with
Shakeel Turney taking 8-
42 and A. David 2-13.

The St. Leonard’s reply
was led by unbeaten half
centuries from Tremaine
Harries (72 not out) and
Deswin Currency (53 not
out) as the home side de-
clared on 194-2. Frederick
Smith would fare no 
better with the bat the
second time around, and
was bowled out for 
85 with Harris taking 
6-33.

St. Michael School took
first innings points
against Graydon Sealy in
a drawn encounter at
Bayville. St. Michael bat-

ted first and made 220 all
out and 173-4 in the sec-
ond innings while
Graydon Sealy batted
once and scored 109 all
out.

Also winning first in-
nings points was
Alexandra over Alleyne,
Harrison College over
Daryll Jordan, and
Parkinson Memorial over
Ellerslie. The Coleridge
and Parry v Lodge,
Princess Margaret v
Deighton Griffith and
Grantley Adams v
Queen’s College matches
all ended in no-decisions.

The final day of the
Lester Vaughan v St.
George Secondary eighth
round match is to be
rescheduled. That final
day was postponed due to
the sudden passing of the
principal of the Lester
Vaughan School. (PG)

SHANGHAI – America’s
Dustin Johnson will have
to hold off a chasing pack
containing the European
Tour’s finest players if he is
to win the $8.5 million
WGC-HSBC Champions
after a birdie barrage on a
spectacular yesterday in
Shanghai.

Johnson, despite two
double bogeys on the back
nine, shot a six-under par
round of 66 to finish yester-
day’s third round on 18-
under par 198 on a day
when birdies flew in all
over the course.

Johnson saw his five-
shot overnight lead whit-
tled down to three by
Ryder Cup star and de-
fending champion Ian
Poulter, who shot a stun-
ning nine-under par round
of 63.

England’s Poulter would

have equalled the old
course record, but
Germany’s Martin
Kaymer had already low-
ered that mark to 62 ear-
lier in the day to get to 10-
under par after three
rounds.Four behind
Johnson is former US
Open champion Graeme
McDowell who carded a 64.
Two further back are for-
mer world number one
Rory McIlroy (67), US
Open champion Justin
Rose (65) and Canada’s
Graham DeLaet (65).

Harrison College
ends BCC’s streak

Tournament leader
Dustin Johnson of the
US takes his first tee
shot which landed in the
water at the 18th hole.

Foundation take first innings
points against Combermere

Johnson in front as Europe
stars form chase pack

       



ABU DHABI – Australia
Mark Webber grabbed
the 13th pole position
of his career yesterday,
when he clocked the
fastest lap in a tense
qualifying session, as
Red Bull swept the
front row of the grid for
today’s Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix.

The 37-year-old, who re-
tires from Formula One at
the end of the season,
recorded 1 min 39.957 sec
to edge out newly-crowned
quadruple world cham-
pion team-mate, German
Sebastian Vettel.

Webber, who will start
from the front of the grid
for only the second time
this season, equalled the
Australian record of 13
poles set by Alan Jones,
who was celebrating his
67th birthday yesterday.

In a thrilling finale to an
intriguing day, the two
Red Bull men crossed the
line after the chequered
flag to clock their best
laps, but battling Briton
Lewis Hamilton failed to
do the same, as he spun
his Mercedes in the final
part of his lap.

“Fantastic guys, thank
you for a fantastic job,”
said Webber on the Red
Bull team radio.

“This weekend has gone
pretty smoothly,”he added
later.

“Not the smoothest path
to the start of Q2 or Q1,we
were not electric, but we
changed the car quite a bit
and I got more and more
comfortable as the session
went on.

“It made me more com-
fortable in the final sector,
where Seb has been quick,

so I was able to match him
there and stay where I
had been quick already.”

Vettel said it was terrific
to have seen off what he
considered was a danger-

ous looking Mercedes
team.

“I think it’s a great re-
sult for the team. At the
start of qualifying,
Mercedes looked very
strong, especially in Q2.
We seem to be able to find
a bit of extra time in Q3.

“Mark did a very good
lap, so congratulations to
him. I should have done a
bit better, but I don’t know
if it would have been
enough.He did a great job,
no mistakes. It’s a great
result for the team and we
should have a strong race
tomorrow(Sunday).”

Hamilton ended up
fourth and will start
alongside his Mercedes
team-mate German Nico
Rosberg, who was third
fastest.

Boycott threat
Ferrari-bound Finn

Kimi Raikkonen of Lotus
was fifth ahead of German
Nico Hulkenberg of
Sauber, with Frenchman
Romain Grosjean seventh
in the second Lotus.

For Raikkonen, it was a
satisfying riposte that
demonstrated he retains
the upper hand in a team

riven by controversy fol-
lowing his threat to boy-
cott the last two races this
year because he has not
been paid.

Brazilian Felipe Massa,
who is leaving Ferrari to
make room for the Finn,
was eighth fastest – and
outpaced his team-mate
Spaniard Fernando
Alonso for the eighth time
this year – ahead of
Mexican Sergio Perez of
McLaren and 10th placed
Australian Daniel
Ricciardo of Toro Rosso,
who will drive for Red Bull
next year.

Webber equals
Aussie pole
record in Abu
Dhabi
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PUBLIC MEETING
You are invited to attend a public meeting 

on Tuesday December 3rd 2013
at Yorkshire Nursery 

100 yards north of Searles Roundabout
to discuss the development of land for residential use 
abutting Dolphin Park and Cotton Door Tenantry near 

St. Patricks in Christ Church.

The meeting will commence at 7.OO pm

This meeting is a requirement of the Chief Town 
Planner as part of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment which was conducted in 2008 under
Application Number 1357/04/2006D.

The report can be viewed at the following
Fair Deals Grocery, St Patricks, Christ Church

Six Roads Public Library, St Philip
The Town Planning Department, 

The Garrison, St Michael
Yorkshire Nursery, 100 yds North of the 

Searles Roundabout, Ch. Ch

Mechanics change tyres for German driver Sebastian Vettel in the pits.
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VACANCY
The Barbados Association of Medical Practitioners invites applications for the post of:

Secretary
Applications should have a minimum of five CXC certificates or equivalent including English
Language, Typing, Accounts and be proficient at Microsoft Word / WordPerfect / QuickBooks
Pro / Internet / E-mail / Windows 7 environment, spreadsheets, payroll and office procedures. 

A professional qualification from a recognised institution or previous experience as a secretary
would be an asset. 

The compensation packages will commensurate with qualifications and experience. Benefits
include participation in group health insurance. 

Written applications with full curriculum vitae and the names of two referees should be
submitted to:

General Secretary
Barbados Association of Medical Practitioners
BAMP Complex
Spring Garden
St. Michael
BARBADOS
Or via email to info@bamp.org.bb
Applications close November 11th 2013.
Unsuitable applications will not be acknowledged.

ABU DHABI – Lewis Ha-
milton blamed car failure
for the spin which
wrecked his hopes of
claiming pole position
yesterday for today’s Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix.

The incident on his last
lap of the third and final
qualifying session, left
the Briton behind Mer-
cedes team-mate Nico
Rosberg in fourth on the

grid.
“Something gave way

on the right-hand side of
the car,” said Hamilton.

“I was going through
the chicane and it
snapped out.

“I tried to pull away and
it wouldn’t move, so some-
thing’s busted.”

He added that his
chances of victory were
diminished by starting

fourth.
“This is a very difficult

circuit to overtake on, so
being at the front means
everything,” he said.
“Hopefully, we can get a
good start and maybe still
challenge for podium po-
sitions.

“I’m just grateful I did-
n’t drop too far down.”

Rosberg was satisfied
to be close to the Red Bull

duo.
“We’re ‘best of the rest,’

which is the target this
weekend, and we get close
to Red Bull from time to
time,” said Rosberg.

“The constructors’ is
what counts for us, and
locking out second row on
the grid when Lotus is
coming back (on form)
and Ferrari are well back
is good for us.”

Car failure costs Hamilton dearly

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton drives during the qualifying session at the Yas Marina circuit in Abu
Dhabi.

THE Bajan Invasion of
Guyana is well in mo-
tion, as the pieces of the
puzzle begin to take
shape.

Douglas Maloney, in his
Audi A4 Quattro, will be
spearheading the 14-
member strong Barbados
team to Guyana, for the fi-
nal round of the Seaboard
Marine Caribbean Motor
Racing Championships,
slated for November 24th.

All the cars and one
super bike where packed
into containers last week,
and then hoisted onto a
ship for transport.

The veteran campaig-
ner,Douglas Maloney, cur-
rently sits in second place
in the overall standings,
27 points behind the cur-
rent CMRC leader, Doug-
las Gore from Jamaica,
who won all three races in
Dover,Jamaica earlier this
year.

One of only three drivers
to contest all three races in
Jamaica, Douglas Malo-
ney is the highest placed
Bajan, with 48 points,
while his son, Mark
Maloney, who will also be
making the trip to contest
the highly competitive
Championships, is on
eight points in ninth posi-
tion,after having his share
of problems with the RX3
Rotary 13B in Jamaica.

Third in the overall
standings is Jamaica’s
George Bailey with 28

points,while Chris Camp-
bell with 25 is fourth.

Heading into South
Dakota, Kevin Jeffrey is
the highest placed Guya-
nese with 20 points, while
Andrew King is six points
further adrift with 14.

The father and son team
of Douglas and Mark are
the only two drivers in this
top group representing
Barbados, and will be also
representing the newly
formed Bushy Park Motor
Sports Inc. (BPMSI).

Also flying the banner
for Barbados and BPMSI
will be Kurt Thompson in
his Honda CRX 2.0L,
Mark Thompson in his
Toyota Starlet 1.6L, Peter
Thompson in his Honda
Civic 2.0L and Steve King
in his recently acquired
Toyota Starlet 1.6L.These
drivers will be competing
in Group two, along with
Kenrick Husbands, who
has been sent by the Bar-
bados Auto Racing League
(BARL).

BARL has also sent
Quincy Jones, who is
slated to compete in group
two, while Ryan Wood,
Karl Bovell, Derrick Her-
bert, Seth-Ross Turney
and Andre Walcott will be
competing in various
groups and classes.

In the 600cc Super
Bikes, Barbados will be
represented by Terrence
Ollivierre, who will be pi-
loting a Suzuki GSXR600.

Bajans set to
invade Guyana
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AUCTION SALES

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON WEDNESDAY 06/11/2013 
THE FOLLOWING DAMAGED 
AND WORKING VEHICLES:-

2009 SUZUKI CELERIO AT
AUTO RESCUE AT 1.15 PM

1995 TOYOTA COROLLA AT
ICBL LOT AT 1.30 PM

1991 NISSAN SENTRA AT
JONES GARAGE AT 1.45 PM

2010 BIRELLI BW 125
MOTORCYCLE (WORKING)

2005 KIA SORRENTO SUV

2000 MITSUBISHI PAJERO IO

2000 SKODA OCTAVIA

2000 PEUGEOT 206 AT
DOWNES  AUTOBODY AT 2.00
PM

TERMS CASH

PAUL A EDWARDS
245-2994

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION 
ON

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
2013 THE FOLLOWING
DAMAGED VEHICLES 

2003  Mitsubishi Lancer
(working) at Courtesy Garage
1.00 pm

2000 Toyota Vitz at ICBL crash
lot 1.20 pm

2001 Toyota Duet (working) at
ICBL crash lot 1.20 pm

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer at
ICBL crash lot 1.20 pm

2001 Honda Civic at Jones
Garage 1.40 pm

2001 Toyota Vitz at Jones
Garage 1.40 pm

2004 Ford Focus at Downes
Auto 2.00 pm

2003 Mitsubishi Lancer
(working) at Simpson Motors
2.15pm

2013 Suzuki Swift at Simpson
Motors 2.15 pm.

CALL:231-1928

AUCTION SALES

SUNSET SALE AT
CONSOLIDATED

FINANCE, HASTINGS
CHRIST CHURCH AT
5:15PM ON TUESDAY

16-07-2013

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION
ON TUESDAY REPEAT ON
TUESDAY 16-07-2013 THE
FOLLOWING WORKING AND
NOT WORKING VEHICLES:-

FOUR FORD RANGERS (2007-
2008) DOUBLE CAB PICK UP,

ONE 2007 MAZDA BT 50,
ONE 2006 MITSBISHI L200

DOUBLE CAB PICK UP,
TWO 2007 NISSAN FRONTIER

PICK UP,
ONE 2003 MAZDA 6,

ONE 2006 SUZUKI APV VAN,
ONE 2006 FORD FOCUS
ONE 2007 FORD FOCUS

TREND,
ONE 2008 KIA PICANTO,

ONE 2008 KIA SPORTAGE,
ONE 2005 HONDA FITT,

ONE 2008 DAIHATSU HIJET
VAN &ONE PICKUP

2004 - 2005 FORD EXPLORER
SPORTS TRACK,

ONE 2008 KIA CARENS,
ONE 2005 KIA PERGIOT VAN

at Consolidated Finance
Hastings, Christ Church at

5:15pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 
233-1818/ 247-2906

CARL HOLLIGAN 
GRADUATE OF THE OHIO
SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

WE WILL SELL BY AUCTION
ON THURSDAY 07/11/ 2013
THE FOLLOWING WORKING &
DAMAGED VEHICLES:-

ONE 2005 TOYOTA COROLLA,
ONE 2006 TOYOTA COROLLA
at ICBL Crash Lot at 1:20pm

ONE 2004 MITSUBISHI
LANCER at Keith Jones Garage
at 1:40pm

ONE 2013 KIA CERATO, ONE
2004 MAZDA 3, ONE 2002
NISSAN SUNNY, ONE
WORKING (DRIVING ) 1998/99
MAZDA B2500 DOUBLE CAB
PICKUP (NEEDS ATTENTION/
HARD STARTING) at Gabriel
Downes Garage at 2:05pm

ONE 2008 SUZUKI SWIFT
SPORTS (LIKE NEW BUT
ENGINE DISMATLED) at
Simspon Motors at 2:50pm

Terms Draft/ Certified Cheque
Carl/ Trevor Holligan

Tel: 233-1818/ 247-2906

SERVICES

HOUSE PLAN 
DESIGN SERVICES

Fast & Professional

Tel:
624-0044/ 253-3963 

or visit
www.houseplanbb.com

JOB SEEKERS

EXPERIENCED LADY SEEKS
job as Caregiver Day/Night. 
Serious enqueries only.

Tel: 834-9315

Female seeks job caring for the
elderly day/night. Will assist
individual with light house
cleaning duties.

Call: 831-3425

I MAINTAIN PROPERTY. 

General garden/ lawn upkeep. 
Propagating, landscaping,
grassing, spraying, mowing,
forking, weeding, model:
suburban, 
project, ave 1/2 acre, 5hrs, once
/ wk, tools are yours.

Pete 263-9867

MALE SEEKS JOB in small
office or Data Entry.

Tel: 438-2317

Mature certified trained auxiliary
nurse seeks employment taking
care of the sick/elderly
weekdays.

Tel:844-0793

MATURE, CHRISTIAN,
CERTIFIED and qualified
auxiliary nurse seeks job
looking after the elderley.

Tel: 833-0580

NOTICES

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Wayde Clarkeof 3rd
Avenue, Grazettes, St.
Michael, having made
sworn deposition that
Policy No. S07222015
issued by Sagicor Life
Inc. on his life has been
lost and having made
application to the
Directors to grant a
duplicate of the same,
notice is hereby given
that unless objection is
raised within one month
of the date hereof, the
duplicate policy asked
for will be issued.

Dated: October 21,
2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne 
Corporate Secretary

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Cayle Francis-Thornhill
of #53 Long Gap,
Grazettes, St. Michael,
having made sworn depo-
sition that Policies Nos.
0164550 & 0159594
issued or assumed by
Life of Barbados Limited
prior to its amalgamation
with Sagicor Life Inc. on
his life have been lost and
having made application
to the Directors to grant a
duplicate of the same,
notice is hereby given
that unless objection is
raised within one month
of the date hereof, the
duplicate policies asked
for will be issued.

Dated: October 23, 2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne QC.
Corporate Secretary 

NOTICES

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Monica Whittakerof No.
7 Husbands Heights, St.
James, having made
sworn deposition that
Policy No. S07306745is-
sued by Sagicor Life Inc.
on her life has been lost
and having made applica-
tion to the Directors to
grant a duplicate of the
same, notice is hereby
given that unless objection
is raised within one month
of the date hereof, the du-
plicate policy asked for will
be issued.

Dated: October 24, 2013 

By Order

Sandra Osborne 
Corporate Secretary 

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Odette V. Walcott-Hoyte
of 354, 12th Avenue
West Terrace, St. James
having made sworn depo-
sition that Policy No.
S00095051 issued or
assumed by Sagicor Life
Inc. on the life of Bernice
Walctott has been lost
and having made applica-
tion to the Directors to
grant a duplicate of the
same, notice is hereby
given that unless objec-
tion is raised within one
month of the date hereof,
the duplicate policy asked
for will be issued.

Dated: October 24, 2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne QC. 
Corporate Secretary 

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Jenifer Taylorof Near
Montrose, Christ
Church having made
sworn deposition that
Policy No. C5114211
issued or assumed by
Sagicor Life Inc. on her
life has been lost and
having made application
to the Directors to grant a
duplicate of the same,
notice is hereby given
that unless objection is
raised within one month
of the date hereof, the
duplicate policy asked for
will be issued.

Dated: October 24, 2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne QC. 
Corporate Secretary 

NOTICES

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Harriet M. Holligan Estate
of James A. Franklin
(Deceased) of Butler's
Avenue, Spooner's Hill,
St. Michael, having made
sworn deposit ion that
Policy No. 0036498 issued
or assumed by Life of
Barbados Limited prior to
its amalgamation with
Sagicor Life Inc. on the life
of James A. Franklin
(Deceased) has been lost
and having made applica-
tion to the Directors to grant
a duplicate of the same,
notice is hereby given that
unless objection is raised
within one month of the
date hereof, the duplicate
policy asked for wil l  be
issued.

Dated: October 24, 2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne QC.
Corporate Secretary

SAGICOR LIFE INC

Denise Crebbin of
Paignton, Sherinham
Gardens, Maxwell,
Christ Church, having
made sworn deposition
that Policy No.
S07151488on the life of
Scott Crebbin issued or
assumed by Sagicor Life
Inc. has been lost and
having made application
to the Directors to grant a
duplicate of the same,
notice is hereby given
that unless objection is
raised within one month
of the date hereof, the
duplicate policy asked for
will be issued.

Dated: October 24, 2013

By Order

Sandra Osborne QC.
Corporate Secretary 

HOUSECLEANER WANTED

FOR A RESIDENTIAL HOME
SERIOUS ENQUIRIES ONLY.

TEL: 421-6192

NOTICES

NOTICE

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF 

ANTHONY CARLYLE ROCK,
ALSO KNOWN AS ANTHONY

ROCK ALSO KNOWN AS
ANTHONY C. ROCK,

DECEASED

Pursuant to the Trustee Act Cap.
250 of the Laws of Barbados Notice
is given that all creditors and other
persons having any claims or
demands against the Estate of
ANTHONYCARLYLE ROCK also
known as ANTHONYROCK also
known as ANTHONY C. ROCK,
late of 114-39th, 212th Street,
Cambria Heights, Queens, New
York in the United States of
America, who died on the 26th day
of February, 1976 are hereby
required to send such particulars in
writing of their claims and demands
to the undersigned, C/o Messrs.
Carrington & Sealy, Belmont
House, Belmont Road, St. Michael,
not later than December 2nd, 2013
after which date the Administratrix
will distribute the property among
the persons entitled thereto having
regard only to the claims and
demands of which the
Administratrix shall then have had
notice and the said Administratrix
will not be liable for the property of
the said deceased to any person or
persons of whose claims and
demands they shall not then have
had notice.  And all persons indebt-
ed to the said Estate are required
to settle their indebtedness without
delay.

Dated this 25th day of October,
2013

KIMBERLY CHERESE ROCK

Administratrix of the Estate of
ANTHONY CARLYLE ROCK, also
known as ANTHONY ROCK, also
known as ANTHONYC. ROCK,
Deceased

JOB SEEKERS
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LONDON – England
launched their November
campaign with a come-
from-behind 20-13 victory
over Australia at
Twickenham on Saturday
as the Wallabies’ bid for a
Grand Slam fell at the
first hurdle.

England were 13-6
down early in the second
half and would have been
10 points adrift had
Quade Cooper kicked a
penalty.

But two tries in seven
minutes from captain
Chris Robshaw and fly-
half Owen Farrell turned
the tide as England
regained the Cook Cup
against a Wallaby side
they will face in the pool
phase of the 2015 World
Cup in England.

Defeat extended
Australia’s poor 2013
record to eight defeats
from 11 matches, with
just three wins.

“You’ve got to give it to
the English,” Australia
captain Ben Mowen told
Sky Sports. “They
scrambled really well and
had more urgency.”

England, who scored 14
unanswered second half
points, were without five
injured British and Irish
Lions in centres Manu
Tuilagi and Brad Barritt,
Tom Croft, lineout
specialist Geoff Parling
and prop Alex Corbisiero.

England coach Stuart
Lancaster gave a Test
debut to Joel Tomkins, the
centre becoming a dual
code international, while
the pack saw brothers
Mako and Billy Vunipola
start a Test together for
the first time.

“I’m pleased to get the
win,” said Lancaster. “We
conceded a couple of
penalties and a soft try,
but I was pleased with the
composure we showed in
the second half.

“We had a lot of young
lads making their first
starts at Twickenham. I
think we deserved it in
the end.”

Australia coach Ewen
McKenzie sprang a
surprise earlier in the
week when he stripped
James Horwill of the
captaincy and installed
Mowen as his new
skipper, with mercurial
fly-half Cooper the vice-
captain.

England’s pack, playing

under the new scrum
engagement laws for the
first time, forced repeated
penalties at the set-piece.

But Farrell was unable
to take full advantage in a
first half where he landed
just two out of five penalty
attempts.

Australia made
England pay with the
opening try in the 31st
minute.

Cooper’s excellent wide
pass found Israel Folua
and the full-back skipped
round England wing
Chris Ashton’s attempted
tackle before he was held
up short of the line.

However, the ball was
recycled and eventually
Matt Toomua burst
through opposing centre
Billy Twelvetrees’s tackle
from a couple of yards out
for a converted try.

Cooper then kicked
another penalty to give

Australia a 13-6 half-time
lead.

The England side that
beat Australia in the 2003
World Cup final gave the
home crowd something to
cheer with a half-time
parade around the pitch.

But it was Australia
who pressed early after
the break, with Marland
Yarde’s late tackle on
opposing wing Adam
Ashley-Cooper giving the
Wallabies a penalty only
for Cooper to miss for the
first time in the match.

England full-back Mike
Brown, the man-of-the-
match, counter-attacked
with a clever step from
near his own goal-line,
although replays
suggested he had a foot on
the touch-line, meaning
the ball ought to have
been called ‘dead’.

However, the ball was
worked to Yarde but he

was tackled into touch by
Ashley-Cooper.

From the ensuing
lineout close to Australia’s
line, it seemed England
lock Courtney Lawes had
knocked-on.

Play continued,
however, with Wallaby
scrum-half Will Genia’s
clearing kick charged
down by Mako Vunipola
and Robshaw pouncing on
the loose ball for a 50th
minute try to the delight
of a capacity crowd of over
80,000.

Farrell converted and
the match was level at 13-
13.

And Farrell’s day got
even better when he burst
through a gap between No
8 Mowen and hooker
Stephen Moore for
England’s second try.

The officials checked for
a possible obstruction by
England replacement

hooker Dylan Hartley on
Moore but decided it was
insufficient to disallow the
score.

Farrell, who scored 15
points in all, converted
and England led 20-13.

Cooper missed a long-
range penalty with 15
minutes left and, although
Australia pounded away
from a close range lineout,
England’s defence held
firm.

NOTICE

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF 

ETHELINDA ROCK,
DECEASED

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
Cap. 250 of the Laws of
Barbados Notice is given
that all creditors and other
persons having any claims
or demands against the
Estate of ETHELINDA
ROCK, late of New Dawn
Nursing Home, Colleton in
the parish of Saint John,
who died on the 7th day of
April, 2010 are hereby
required to send such par-
ticulars in writing of their
claims and demands to the
undersigned, C/o Messrs.
Carrington & Sealy,
Belmont House, Belmont
Road, St. Michael, not later
than December 2nd, 2013
after which date the
Administratrix will distribute
the property among the
persons entitled thereto
having regard only to the
claims and demands of
which the Administratrix
shall then have had notice
and the said Administratrix
will not be liable for the
property of the said
deceased to any person or
persons of whose claims
and demands they shall not
then have had notice.  And
all persons indebted to the
said Estate are required to
settle their indebtedness
without delay.

Dated this 28th day of
October, 2013

KIMBERLY CHERESE
ROCK
Administratrix of the Estate
of ETHELINDA ROCK,
Deceased 
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BARBADOS

NO 331 OF 2003

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE
HIGH COURT

FAMILY DIVISION

ANDREW EMMANUEL MAYNARD
APPLICANT/HUSBAND

NO.14 Bloomsbury
ST. THOMAS

And
ROSEANN PATREEN MAYNARD

RESPONDENT/WIFE
1029 Kingsland Heights

Christ Church

TAKE NOTICE

TO: ROSEANN PATREEN MAYNARD

TAKE NOTICE that an Application for Dissolution of
Marriage has been commenced against you in the
Supreme Court of Judicature of Barbados entitled Suit
#331 of 2003 by ANDREW EMMANUEL MAYNARD of
#14 Bloomsbury in the parish of St. Thomas.

AND THAT it has been ordered by the High Court that
there be service of the Application for Dissolution of
Marriage on you by way of this Advertisement.

AND THAT the hearing of such application be set for
the 7th day of November 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

AND TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you may within 28
days from the publication of this advertisement
inclusive of the day of such publication file an Answer
to the said Application for Dissolution of Marriage a
copy of which may be obtained from the Registration
Office the Supreme Court of Barbados failing which the
Court may proceed with the Application for Dissolution
in your absence.

Dated this 3rd day of November 2013

REGISTRAR

England beat Australia in one-off Test in rugby match-up
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NEWCASTLE, United Kingdom –
Arsenal reasserted their title creden-
tials yesterday, with an impressive 2-
0 victory over Liverpool that sent
them five points clear at the top of
the Premier League table.

Arsene Wenger had seen his side
beaten by Borussia Dortmund and
Chelsea in their previous two home
games, but they prevailed through goals
from Santi Cazorla and Aaron Ramsey to
confirm their role as the team to beat.

Liverpool arrived at the Emirates Sta-
dium hoping to leapfrog Arsenal to the top
of the table, but the hosts took a 19th-
minute lead when Cazorla hooked home
after an initial header came back off the
post.

The irrepressible Ramsey added a sec-
ond just before the hour with a glorious
strike, lifting a half-volley into the top-left
corner from 25 yards to take his tally of
goals to 10 in all competitions.

Luis Suarez spurned two late chances
for the visitors, but Arsenal emerged un-
scathed as they increased their advantage
over second-place Chelsea and third-place
Liverpool to five points.

“It was a convincing win against a good
team and that’s what we wanted,” said
Arsenal manager Wenger.

The display was particularly encour-
aging in the light of comfortable wins for
Manchester United earlier in the day,but
Wenger played down the significance of
his side’s early lead.

“It’s positive and nice, but of course it’s
very early in the season,” he told Sky
Sports.

“It’s good for the confidence of the team
and the ambition as well, and hopefully it
gets everybody around the team to sup-
port us and continue to do that.”

United maintained their recent mo-
mentum by winning 3-1 over Fulham at
Craven Cottage to record a fourth consec-
utive victory in all competitions.

David Moyes’s side effectively wrapped
up the game inside 22 minutes, through
goals from Antonio Valencia, Robin van
Persie and Wayne Rooney.

Alex Kacaniklic pulled a goal back for
Fulham in the 65th minute with a shot
that deflected in off Rooney,but the cham-
pions saw out a victory that elevated them
to within two points of the top four.

“It’s always been my team since I’ve

taken over from Sir Alex Ferguson,” said
United manager Moyes.

“It can take time to settle in and it has
for us, but Manchester United usually
make slow starts and get better as the
season goes on.”

City moved into the Champions League
places after bouncing back from a 2-1 loss
at Chelsea last weekend by demolishing
Norwich City 7-0 at the Etihad Stadium.

City manager Manuel Pellegrini cre-
ated a stir by dropping goalkeeper Joe
Hart following a succession of blunders,
but he saw his side race into a 4-0 lead
through a Bradley Johnson own goal and
efforts from David Silva,Matija Nastasic
and Alvaro Negredo.

Yaya Toure added a fifth with a sump-

tuous free-kick on the hour, before Sergio
Aguero bludgeoned home in the 71st
minute,and substitute Edin Dzeko added
a late seventh.

“We were very unhappy when we lost
against Chelsea, but we didn’t deserve to
lose that match,” said Pellegrini, whose
side trail Arsenal by six points.

“So we continued playing the same way.
Norwich did not have a chance to score,
we scored seven and could have scored
more.”

Chelsea could only watch as their rivals
ran riot after falling to an unexpected 2-
0 loss at Newcastle United in the day’s
early-off kick.

Chelsea captain John Terry hit the bar
and had a header cleared off the line in

the first half, but Newcastle prevailed
through Yoan Gouffran’s 68th-minute div-
ing header and a late Loic Remy strike.

“I didn’t like it. I think we deserved to
lose,” Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho
told BT Sport.

“We had a couple of good chances to
score the equaliser, but they were in the
game more than us, they fought more
than us and they were much more com-
mitted than us.”

The day also witnessed a freak goal by
Stoke City goalkeeper Asmir Begovic,who
scored the quickest goal of the season to
date with a wind-assisted 98-yard clear-
ance that bounced over Southampton
counterpart Artur Boruc after only 13
seconds.

Arsenal go five clear, United, City stroll

Manchester United’s midfielder Adnan Januzaj (L) clashes with Fulham’s midfielder Kieran Richardson.
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ABUJA –  Home team
Orlando Pirates snatched
a 1-1 draw with defending
champions Al Ahly of
Egypt, in the CAF Cham-
pions League first leg
match in Johannesburg
yesterday.

Seven-time champions
Ahly went in front after 14
minutes through a free
kick delivered by their
durable campaigner
Mohamed Aboutrika.

Thabo Matlaba fired
home the vital equaliser
for Pirates in full time
stoppage time to leave the
second leg final wide open.

“We have something to
play for. A 1-1 draw at
home not the greatest re-
sult, but I believe we can
score there in Egypt,” said
Pirates coach Roger de Sa.

“We will attack in the
second leg and hope for the
best.”

Fair result
Ahly coach Mohamed

Youssef said, “A 1-1 draw
away from home is a fair
result. There is still an-
other 90 minutes to be
played in Cairo.

“We hope to change our
approach at home and we

will win.”
Ahmed Abdul Zaher was

on target for Ahly after 51
minutes, when he was set
up by Aboutrika,but it was
disallowed for offside.

Home team Pirates,
seeking a second Cham-
pions League trophy 18
years after their first,dom-
inated possession and
were full of running and
spirit.

But Ahly showed class
and experience to frustrate
their hosts.

Pirates, who beat the
Egyptian giants 3-0 in a
group game, had few

chances at Ahly’s goal in
this absorbing contest.

First, Lennox Bacela
was denied by Wael
Gomaa in the 57th minute,
when the striker dashed
into the 18-yard box and
his final shot was blocked
for a corner by the 38-year-
old Ahly skipper.

And then moments la-
ter,Ahly goalkeeper Sherif
Ekramy was forced to
make a big save after
Andile Jali let fly from a
good distance.

Pirates, cheered on by a
packed Orlando Stadium,
took the game to their op-

ponents from the first
blast of the whistle.

The home team were re-
stricted to shooting from
distance with the likes of
Rooi Mahamutsa, Oupa
Manyisa and Matlaba all
trying their luck from long
range.

The Buccaneers were
camped inside the Ahly
half, enjoying more of the
ball,but just could not find
their way to the goal of the
defending champions.

Fierce shot
In a rare Ahly attack,

Pirates goalkeeper Senzo

Meyiwa parried a fierce
shot by Zaher for a corner
in first half stoppage time.

With Ahly on target to
take the first leg honours,
Pirates grabbed a share of
the spoils when Matlaba
struck in injury time of an
absorbing contest.

The return leg final will
be played in Cairo next
Sunday.

The overall winners of
this final will pocket a
prize money of US$1.5 mil-
lion and represent Africa
at the 2013 FIFAs Club
World Cup in Morocco in
December.

Gritty Pirates hold Ahly in CAF Champions League final

MADRID – Gareth Bale
provided two assists for
the second consecutive
game, as a double from
Cristiano Ronaldo and a
Karim Benzema header
saw Real Madrid squeeze
past Rayo Vallecano 3-2
yesterday.

Ronaldo had scored a
hat-trick in the 7-3 maul-
ing of Sevilla on Wednes-
day and the Portuguese
took just three minutes to
open the scoring with a
cool finish after racing
onto Luka Modric’s pass.

Rayo then had a strong
penalty appeal waved
away and a goal disal-
lowed,but Madrid doubled
their advantage just after
the half hour mark, as
Bale’s right-footed cross
picked out Benzema to nod
home his seventh goal of
the season.

Ronaldo added a third
just after the interval from

Bale’s low cross, but two
Jonathan Viera penalties
in as many minutes gave
Rayo hope.

The hosts then piled on
the pressure for the final
half hour and Alberto Bue-
no struck the post as they
came agonisingly close to
an incredible comeback.

Bale was starting a sec-
ond consecutive game for
the first time in his Madrid
career and Real started
where they left off in mid-
week as Ronaldo took ad-
vantage of Rayo’s danger-
ous high line to skip past
Alejandro Galvez and slot
calmly past the keeper for
his 19th goal of the season.

Rayo were nearly level
moments later when
Saul’s low effort was
turned away by Diego
Lopez in the Real goal.

And the hosts were very
unfortunate not to be
awarded a penalty mo-

ments later when Dani
Carvajal appeared to clip
Nacho inside the area.

Rayo did have the ball
in the net on the half hour
mark when Iago Falque
turned Lass Bangoura’s
cross towards goal,but the
ball struck Viera on its
way into the net and was
rightly ruled out for off-
side.

Brave effort
Within two minutes of

that let off, Madrid had
made it 2-0 when Bale
raced clear on the right
and his measured cross
was headed home at the
far post by Benzema.

Real could have exten-
ded their lead before half-
time, as they continued to
pick off Rayo on the coun-
ter-attack and Ronaldo
lashed an ambitious vol-
ley over before flicking a
header wide of the far post.

Ronaldo looked to have
wrapped up the points
when he prodded into an
open goal from Bale’s
inviting cut-back four min-
utes after the break.

However, Rayo were
back in the game when
Viera converted his first
spot-kick after he had been
brought down by Pepe.

Joaquin Larrivey then
struck the bar with a div-
ing header, but as the ball
ricocheted around the area
from the rebound Bueno
was brought down by
Marcelo for a second
penalty.

However, on a rare
Madrid breakaway,Ruben
Martinez made a brilliant
double stop to deny
Ronaldo his hat-trick.

Right-back Tito had one
final chance to snatch a fa-
mous point for Rayo deep
into stoppage time,but his
header floated just wide.

Bale the provider as Ronaldo double sinks Rayo

BERLIN – Bayern Mu-
nich equalled the re-
cord for the longest
unbeaten run in the
history of the Bundes-
liga, with a 2-1 win at
Hoffenheim yesterday.

The hard fought result
was enough to extend
their remarkable record of
not having lost a top-flight
game in more than a year.

In doing so, they have
equalled the all-time Bun-
desliga record of 36
matches unbeaten, set by
Hamburg between Janu-
ary 1982 and January
1983.

Bayern manager Pep
Guardiola said, “It was a
difficult win to get, but
that’s always been the
case for Bayern on this
pitch. “It wasn’t without a
doubt our best perform-
ance,but we’ve won, so I’m
satisfied.”

Bayern can go on and
own the record outright by
avoiding defeat against
neighbours Augsburg next
weekend.

Guardiola’s side trailed
at the Rhein-Neckar Are-
na in Sinsheim, when
teenage defender Niklas
Suele converted in the
34th minute after Manuel
Neuer made a hash of
dealing with a corner.

However, the visitors
were level inside five min-
utes when Franck Ribe-
ry’s free-kick took a huge
deflection off Mario Man-
dzukic to trump Koen
Casteels in the home goal.

Then Thomas Mueller
secured the win with
quarter of an hour re-
maining, when he tucked
the ball in after a flurry of
shots and rebounds in the
Hoffenheim area.

Despite having Dante
and Javi Martinez back in
their starting line-up,
Bayern were not at their
very best, but the win
means that they end the
weekend a point in front of
Borussia Dortmund at the
league summit.

Team standings 
Dortmund tore apart

Stuttgart with a 6-1 win
at the Signal-Iduna Park
on Friday, last season’s
Champions League run-
ners-up coming from be-
hind with Robert Lewan-
dowski scoring a hat-trick
to take his personal tally
for the season to nine
league goals.

Meanwhile, Bayer Le-
verkusen were beaten 1-0
at struggling Eintracht
Braunschweig, a result
that leaves them  third, on
25 points, three behind
Dortmund.

Moenchengladbach are
fourth with 19 points, af-
ter a 2-0 win at Hamburg,
the goals in either half
coming from striker Max
Kruse.

Down at the foot of the
table SC Freiburg were
toasting their first success
of the season, a 3-0 win at
fellow relegation strug-
glers Nuremberg.

Bayern equal
record with
Hoffenheim
win

Bayern Munich’s midfielder Thomas Mueller (L) celebrates with midfielder Franck Ribery after scoring
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FOOD security must
become a matter of na-
tional priority for
Barbados and by exten-
sion the Caribbean re-
gion, and more valiant
attempts must be made
to reduce the stagger-
ing food import facing
regional countries.

These sentiments were
expressed by Dr. Chelston
Brathwaite,Consultant in
Food Security at the UWI
Cave Hill Campus and
featured speaker at the
UWI’s lunchtime lecture
held at the Grand Salle re-
cently.

Speaking on the topic
“Food and Agriculture are
vital for the Sustainable
Growth of Caribbean
Economies”, Dr.
Brathwaite noted that the
region spends US $4
Billion on imported foods
annually and Barbados’
contribution to this stag-
gering figure is approxi-
mately Bds $700 million.

Information garnered
from the Planning Unit of
the Ministry of
Agriculture suggests that
for Barbados, Bds $162
million is spent on
processed foods, Dr.
Brathwaite revealed.

While displaying the in-
formation in a chart be-
fore a packed audience at
the Grand Salle, the con-
sultant noted that $106
million is spent on juice
concentrate, $93 million
on cereals and grains, $53
million on dairy products,
$46 million on alcoholic
beverages, $29 million on
fish, $28 million on nuts,
$26 million on fruits, $24
million on oils and fats,
$23 million on fresh veg-
etables such as pumpkin,
lettuce and cabbage and
$19 million on pork, lamb,
poultry etc.

“That’s our reality. We
are using scarce foreign
exchange to buy cabbage
and lettuce. We are using
scarce foreign exchange to
buy pumpkin, broccoli,
carrots and we claim there
is a drain on our foreign
exchange reserves,” Dr.
Brathwaite lamented.

Dr. Brathwaite stressed
that “we in the Caribbean
need to turn a new page”
and focus more on food se-
curity, while recognising
the need to be self-
sufficient, to cut down on
chronic non-communica-
ble diseases and our
health care bill.

“Food security should
become a national prior-
ity.A national priority not
only in words, but a na-
tional priority in the allo-
cation of resources. We in
this part of the world and
in many parts of the
world, fail to recognise
food as a right,as a human
right” he suggested.

Br. Brathwaite stressed
that the US $4 Billion
spent by countries in the
Caribbean to import food,
constitutes wealth and
prosperity which is going
into the hands of oth-
ers. However, with
food security as a
national focus
and with science
and technology
driving the
sector, more
can be
done to
grow
agri-busi-
ness and
the agro-in-
dustries, while
seeking export
opportunities,
given the “young
bright minds”
that show an in-
terest in these
areas. (RSM)

DO MORE TO REDUCE
FOOD IMPORT BILL

Dr. Chelston Brathwaite, Consultant in Food Security at the UWI Cave Hill
Campus, as he delivered the UWI lunchtime lecture.
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