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Guantanamo Bay Conducts Training Exercise Imminent Threat

Kelly Wirfel
NS Guantanamo Bay Public Affairs Officer

Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay held an anti-terrorism 
and force protection training exercise, Operation Imminent 

Threat, Nov. 6-8.
Operation Imminent Threat is designed to test the installations 

chain of command and first responders on a variety of terrorism and 
force protection threats.  

“The fact that we are conducting this exercise is not intended 
to cause alarm,” said Kevin Robarge, Installation Training Officer. 
“Rather, the goal is to instill a sense of confidence in the Guantanamo 
Bay community that we are training to prevent terrorism and, if 
necessary, that we are ready to react and recover from all hazards.”

The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) that controls all the 
assets was manned during the evolutions ensuring communication 
was taking place and was understood between all the departments.   

During the three-day exercise, the EOC served as the central hub 
for all communications and allowed personnel to evaluate and direct 
available resources based on their priority.

Around 20 role players were utilized to present unexpected 
challenges that mirrored the real time exercise, showing the command 
and leadership where changes need to be made but in most cases, 
reflected the readiness when such incidents arose. 

The 17 scenarios took place over a three day period and ranged 
from the detection of a suspicious package to an explosion at a highly 
populated area.  

“The various scenarios allowed us to flex and test a variety of 
possible threats,” said Robarge.  “The length of the exercise allowed the 
first responders to make adjustments to their procedures throughout 
the three days.  What they learned the first few days of the exercise 
was clearly evident during the final mass casualty scenario.”

First responders included the Naval Stations security department, 
fire and emergency services and the Naval Hospital.  

“Overall I think the exercise went outstanding.  The emergency 
response around the base to include the hospital and tenant 
commands proved that they could coordinate, communicate and 
mitigate any threat,” said Robarge.  “Everyone involved with the drill 
truly went above and beyond to make it a success.”

Security department Master-at-Arms apprehend a “suspected car bomber” during  an anti-terrorism and force protection training exercise, Operation Imminent Threat, Nov. 7.  The three-day 
exercise is designed to test the installations chain of command and first responders on a variety of terrorism and force protection threats.  Around 20 role players, were utilized to present 
unexpected challenges that mirrored the real time exercise, showing the command and leadership where changes need to be made but in most cases, reflected the readiness when such incidents 
arose.   The scenarios ranged from the detection of a suspicious package to an explosion at a highly populated area.  
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MCPON Releases 
Zeroing In On 
Excellence Initiative
NAVY News Service 
Office of the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens 

released his ‘Zeroing in on Excellence’ initiative in the 
form of four letters to the Navy Chiefs’ Mess Nov. 6.

The ‘Zeroing in on Excellence’ initiative consists of 
three focus areas: developing leaders, good order and 
discipline, and controlling what we own.

“Zeroing in on Excellence is a universal theme we 
can all apply in our respective positions,” said Stevens. 
“It does not distract from or add to existing individual 
roles and responsibilities - it provides a sturdy framework 
around which we can build sound, durable readiness.”

In his letters, MCPON clearly and concisely 
outlined his thoughts on the overarching theme of 
‘Zeroing in on Excellence’ and how each of the three 
focus areas help create an environment where the Navy 
gets stronger.

“I believe developing leaders, fostering good order 
and discipline and controlling what we own help us get 
precisely that type of environment, now and down the 
road,” said Stevens. “These are not single actions; they 
are deliberate mindsets that permeate our processes and 
procedures.”

MCPON stated that his focus points could be 
powerful engines of influence, but assured the Mess 
it is their commitment to this vision that would help 
the ideas within it “become a heightened part of our 
consciousness.”

“If we grab ‘Zeroing in on Excellence’ and maintain 
a steady strain on the ideas it entails, we will have a 
positive impact on readiness and get after some of the 
issues tainting our Navy, including sexual assault, suicide, 
domestic violence and alcohol/drug abuse,” said Stevens.

In MCPON’s letter on ‘Zeroing in on Excellence: 
Developing Leaders’, he discussed the importance of 
developing leaders through a combination of mentorship, 
practical experience and training.

“Without competent leadership, even the most 
routine tasks can become difficult,” said Stevens. “If our 
Navy is going to continue climbing, then we as chief 
petty officers must always seek to increase our and our 

■Job/Department: Diver/Port 
Ops
■Age:  22
■Home Town:  Okinawa, Japan
■Quote: “I don’t carry lucky charms, 
but I believe in those things.”
■Hero: ND1 Kerr
■Favorite TV Show: Duck 
Dynasty
■Favorite Hobby:  Surfing
■Favorite Team:  Flint Michigan 
Tropics
■Favorite GTMO Restaurant:  
Mongolian BBQ
■Favorite Movie:  Point Break
■Favorite Musical Artist:  
Sublime
■Favorite Book: The Notebook
■How The Navy Has Improved 
His Life:  “I’m not a surf bum 
anymore and I have learned a 
lot.”
■Sailor Of The Week Because:  
ND2 is primarily responsible for 
locating and marking a UXO on Ferry 
Landing beach.  He also  helped clear 
the waterside at all beaches, helping 
with restoration after Hurricane Sandy.  
ND2 is currently assisting the Dive 
Locker prepare for a safety survey.

NAVY DIVER 
2ND CLASS

CODY 
CA$H

Sailors’ ability to lead.”
MCPON talked about the solid inventory of 

quality leadership training available to the enlisted 
community and how that combined with routine, 
daily, personal interaction will foster the kind of 
leadership that is necessary to ensure our Navy’s 
continued success.

MCPON’s letter, ‘Zeroing in on Excellence: 
Good Order and Discipline’, focused on the impact 
Good Order and Discipline has on warfighting, 
readiness and mission accomplishment.

“To me, it [good order and discipline] is about 
establishing, sustaining and enforcing professional 
standards that set the condition for individual and 
unit success,” said Stevens. “Anything that interferes 
with or detracts from those conditions is contrary to 
Good Order and Discipline.”

MCPON stated that by-and-large he believes we 
are doing well in this area, but there is always room 
for improvement. He emphasized chief petty officers 
own good order and discipline and every CPO, 
first and foremost, must set the conditions through 
personal example and integrity in their own actions. 
In September, he approached his Leadership Mess, 
a group of fleet, force and command master chiefs, 
asking them to speak with their Messes and help 
pinpoint top areas where the CPO community could 
make positive and immediate impacts on good order 
and discipline.

“After reviewing hundreds of responses, it became 
overwhelmingly clear that four areas stand out 
above all others,” said Stevens. “Leadership through 
personal example; accountability commensurate 
with responsibility; clear, unambiguous and personal 
communication throughout the chain of command; 
and excellence in the things we have rather than 
continuously inventing new solutions.”

Discussing distractions beyond our control, 
MCPON outlined the concept of control and 
influence within our own sphere in his letter, ‘Zeroing 
in on Excellence: Controlling What We Own.’

MCPON’s ‘Zeroing in on Excellence’ letters lay 
the framework for individual Chiefs’ Messes and 
commands to work within, allowing them to take 
his guidance and determine how to best employ the 
initiative to their specific commands and messes in 
order to functionally and effectively support CNO’s 
Sailing Directions, build an environment where our 
entire Navy gets stronger, and follow the fundamental 
standard to work hard, stay out of trouble and be 
good and decent people.
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The story goes, St. Martin of Tours was born around the 
year 317 in Pannonia (Hungary). He was a soldier in the 

Lt. Tung Tran
NS Guantanamo Bay Chaplain Services

The History Of 
Modern Day 
Military Chaplaincy

Roman Army.  One day while he was at the city gate of Amiens 
(France) he encountered a beggar shivering from the cold.  He 
drew his sword and cut his cloak in half, giving it to the beggar.  

Chaplain’s
Corner

That night he had a vision in which Christ was dressed in the 
half cloak that he gave away. Martin served two more years in the 
army without carrying arms.  He later became Bishop of Tours 
and then became Saint Martin of Tours.  His cloak became a holy 
relic carried into battles by Frankish kings.  The cloak was called 
in Latin “cappa” or in English “cape.” The caretaker of it was 
a priest, the “cappellanus.”  Eventually, all clergy affiliated with 
the military were called “chapelains” in French or “chaplains” in 
English. 

St. Martin of Tours is patron saint of soldiers as well as one 
of the patron saints of military chaplains in the Catholic liturgy.  
His feast day, November 11 is celebrated by many churches. 

Volunteers Restore Historic Restaurant At Guantanamo Bay

Volunteers at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
donated their time to provide a “facelift” for a historic facility 

on base, Nov. 4.
Numerous community members are working together to conduct 

a rehabilitation project at the Cuban Club restaurant.  The project 
is designed to provide an atmosphere for community members to 
better experience authentic Cuban cuisine and culture.

“The actual project kicked off on the Oct. 14,” said Joint Task 
Force Guantanamo Bay (JTF) J6 Networks Installer and project 
co-sponsor Milta Dumas.  “There are Seabees, civilians, Sailors, 
Soldiers, W.T. Sampson High School students, and contractors from 
numerous companies who have donated their spare time to assist 
after hours.”

Since the beginning of the project, volunteers have performed 
numerous tasks including applying sealant to the Cuban Club’s roof 
and air conditioner units as well as sealing cracks in the walls to 
prevent leaks, and provided a fresh coat of paint to the exterior of 
the facility.

“A trench has been dug in the back to keep the water from seeping 
into the sides of the floor and there are a lot of other small tasks that 

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor

are still a work-in-progress” said Dumas.  “It is a collective project 
that is focused on the same idea thus making us a more united 
community.”

 According to Dumas, this community outreach venture was set in 
motion from humble beginnings.

“It actually started with a simple idea to replace tablecloths and 
curtains, and it evolved from there,” said Dumas.

According to Cuban Club Manager Dennis Miller, prior to being 
a restaurant, the building was used as barracks. When they were 
no longer needed, the Cuban residents began using the building 
as community center, holding events and social gatherings for the 
residents on base.  

“I believe that [Dennis Miller] will see this as full community 
involvement and he will see we value his establishment,” said Dumas.  
“It also gives him a sense of pride to know that the community in 
which he grew up in can pull together to make something like this 
happen.” 

The Cuban Club officially opened as a restaurant in 1985.
“I would like to thank everyone who has donated their time,” said 

Dumas.  “This has truly been a blessing and I am sure the staff of 
the Cuban Club is also appreciative of all that will be going on.  Me 
personally, I can’t wait until the project is done.”

Volunteers add a new coat of paint to the entrance of Naval Station Guantanamo Bay’s Cuban Club restaurant as part of a restoration project. Numerous Sailors, Airmen, Soldiers, 
base contractors and civilians have donated their time to remodel the facility, which has been family owned and operated in the community since 1985.  



Pennsylvania based pop artists M80 provided musical entertainment while performing for community members at NS Guantanamo Bay’s  
Windjammer ballroom, Nov. 2.  MWR partnered with Armed Forces Entertainment (AFE) to host the cover band, which perfomed music 
from the 1980’s and today.  The band performs hits from a variety of artists including Duran Duran, Madonna, and Billy Idol.

rOcKiNg
tO ThE 80’s



80’s

Guantanamo Rocks Out To Classics With Cover Band “M80” 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) at Naval Station 
(NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, partnered with Armed 

Forces Entertainment (AFE) to host cover band “M80,” Nov. 2.
The Pennsylvania based pop artists provided musical 

entertainment while performing for community members at the 
installation’s Windjammer ballroom.

“MWR is always looking for something exciting and unique,” 
said NS Guantanamo Bay MWR Community Activities Director 
Stephen Prestesater.  “M80 are new to the military tour and are 
very excited to have the chance to give back to the men and 
women of the armed services.”

M80 was recently voted Pennsylvania’s number one cover band 

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor for music from the 1980’s and today.  The band performs hits 

from a variety of artists including Duran Duran, Madonna, and 
Billy Idol.

“I feel that the performance was a huge hit,” said Prestesater.  
“We packed the house.   I don’t know if I’ve ever seen the 
Windjammer ballroom completely full.  With a turnout of more 
than 700 patrons, I would have to say that it was a great show.”

An added level of audience participation could be seen, as a 
majority of base residents attended the performance in their 
Halloween costumes.

“I believe that is was a much needed break from our daily 
struggles,” said Prestesater.  “We have all been working so hard to 
get the base back up and operational after Hurricane Sandy, we 
desperately needed a night to just have fun.”

WiThM80
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A team member of the Striking Tigers goes for a “fast break” during a soocer game against the Purple Thunder at Cooper Field, Nov. 7.  The Striking Tigers came out on top with a score 
of 2-1.  This MWR Youth Soccer League invited 4th grade to 6th grade students to participate in the program to learn the fundamentals of soccer. - photo by Jennifer Simon

Girl Scouts Hold Investiture and Rededication Ceremony

Girl Scouts at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
held an Investiture and Rededication ceremony at the 

installation’s W.T. Sampson elementary school gymnasium, Nov. 2.
The ceremony welcomed new members to NS Guantanamo 

Bay’s Girl Scouts chapter and celebrated Founders Day.
“Founders Day is the celebration of Juliette Low’s birthday, the 

founder of Girl Scouts,” said NS Guantanamo Bay’s Girl Scouts 
Assistant Overseas Committee Chair Francesca Dietz.  “It was great 
for all of our girls and volunteers to come together and pledge to 
live by the values and principles of the Girl Scout law and promise.”

 During the ceremony, the Girl Scouts held a court of awards 
and presented badges for accomplishments achieved this year.

“Girl Scouts is something that can help ease the transition of 
moving for families,” said Dietz.  “It’s something that is familiar 
for the girls from one place to another. Girl Scouts like to get 
involved in the community. Each of our troops is planning their 
own community service project that they will be working on during 
this year.” 

According to Dietz, as part of Girls Scouts, all parties involved 
agree to live by the values and principles of the Girl Scouts law and 
promise which states:

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor

“I will do my best to be honest and fair, friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, courageous and strong, and responsible 
for what I say and do, and to respect myself and others, respect 
authority, use resources wisely, make the world a better place, and 
be a sister to every Girl Scout.” 

For more information on joining Girl Scouts or for volunteer 
opportunities, email at gtmo.girlscouts@gmail.com.

Guantanamo Bay’s Girl Scouts hold an Investiture and Rededication ceremony at the 
installation’s W.T. Sampson elementary school gymnasium, Nov. 2.
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VEHICLES

OUTDOOR REC

SHOPPER

‘97  Toyota Camry, monster A/C.  Great 
condition. Electric everything and good ra-
dio with attachments. $3500 OBO.  Avail-
able  Nov.  14th.  Call Mark and Jo 77872

‘03 Honda Civic LX, 4 door sedan, Low 
mileage, $5,000 (price negotiable). Call 
Eric or Ryan 8235

‘97 Chevy 3500 Van,  outfitted for the avid 
diver.   Built-in tank racks and hanging 
BC’s etc., strong engine. Engine most like-
ly a new or rebuilt one.  No A/C.  $2,900 
OBO.  Includes a rolling plastic rinse tank.  
Must see.  Call Mark at 77872

‘97 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, White, 
Cold A/C and 2 new tires, $1,997.  Call 
3014 or e-mail Brandon.s.lloyd.ctr@jtf-
gtmo.southcom.mil

‘01 Toyota Tacoma, V6 3.4L Dbl Cab 4X4, 
TRD Package, K&N Intake, Kenwood 
DVD/CD/MP3/iPod connector/Navigation 
System, Edge Insight Vehicle Monitor, A/C, 
PWR Windows/locks, Custom CR-Grade 
Neoprene Seat Covers.  Excellent condi-
tion, $10,000 OBO.  Call 79494 or 4531

‘94 22’ Starcraft with trailer, inboard/
outboard, tackle box approved, fishfinder, 
cabin, deepwell and more.   $7000 OBO.  
Call 4849 or 77118 and ask for Walt

‘98  21’  Aquasport 215 Explorer Fishing 
Boat with a Johnson 200 V6 outboard en-
gine, trailer included.  Excellent condition. 
$12,000 OBO.  Call 77025 or 58438

‘94 Suzuki Sidekick, standard 5 speed 
with new top, in good condition, $2000 
OBO. Call 4301 or 77301 

‘93 Mercury Grand Marquis white, keyless 
entry, power windows, runs good,  $2,500 
OBO.  Call 78888 after 1600

MWR 
Electrician - Full Time
Recreation Asst. Lifeguard - Flex
Recreation Asst. Lifeguard - Full Time
Movie Manager - Full Time
Bartender - Flex
Bartender Lead - Flex
CYP Asst.- Flex
CYP Ops Clerk - Flex
Library Aide - Full Time
Computer Tech. - Full Time
Bartender - Flex
Waitstaff - Full Time
Golf Course Rec. Aid - Full Time 
Bartender - Full Time
Food Service Worker - Flex
 Job Descriptions can be found on MWR’s Job 

Wall next to the NAF HR office, Bldg. 760.  
FMI, call 74121 

DOWNTOWN LYCEUM
FRIDAY   Nov. 9
7 p.m.: 

9:30 p.m.:

SATURDAY Nov. 10
7 p.m.:

9 p.m.:

SUNDAY   Nov. 11
7 p.m.:

9 p.m.:

MONDAY   Nov. 12
7 p.m.:

TUESDAY      Nov. 13
7 p.m.:

WEDNESDAY                  Nov. 14 
7 p.m.: 

THURSDAY Nov. 15
7 p.m.:

Skyfall (new)
PG13                  143 min.

Lawless (new)
R                  115 min.

CALL THE MOVIE HOTLINE @ 4880

GTMO 

E - m a i l  c l a s s i f i e d  a d  s u b m i s s i o n s  t o 
P A O - C L A S S I F I E D A D S @
U S N B G T M O . N A V Y . M I L 
If sent to any other e-mail, it may not be pub-
lished. Submit your ad NLT noon Wednesdays 
for that week’s Gazette. Ads are removed after 
two weeks. Re-submit the ad to re-publish. The 
Gazette staff and NS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
page. The Public Affairs Office has final edito-
rial discretion on all content. Call MC2 Justin 
Ailes at 4520 with your questions or concerns.

GTMO 
JOB HUNT

MOVIES 
Mares Pneumatic Spear Gun, never used, 
$175.  Dive n’ Surf 2.2 mm wet suit L/XL 
$50.  Call Sammy at 77929

6 gal. gas can, $5.  3 gal. boat gas can, 
$5. Obrien double skis, $40. Obrien Sla-
lom Ski, $40. New V-ski bridle, $20. New 
75’ ski rope, $20. 1 BC hangers, $3. Fi-
berglass ladder 7ft.,  $30.  Call Jo or Mark 
77872

ELECTRONICS
X-Box Mass Effect 2 $10, X-Box Dead 
Space 2 $10, Wireless router $20, Eth-
ernet hub router $10, Call Sammy at 
77929

PSP with hard protective case and 
games $100. HP Laptop with carrying 
case $100. Kindle 3G Keyboard $75. 
Oakley M-Frame Hybrid S Black, new 
in box, never worn $85.   Call Dave at 
77810

One 19in Sylvania TV Tube style $40, 
one 13in Sylvania TV Tube style $20. Call 
77255 after 1500

2 - 6 ft, C-Band, galvanized steel satellite 
dishes. No hardware or ground mounts. 
$400 each. Call Tom 8367 or 79567

32”  Sony Trinitron TV, $50.  Altec Lan-
sing  BS2621 Speaker System in box,  
$30.  Call Jo or Mark 77872

Resident Evil: Retribution (new)
R                    97 min.

Argo 
R                  120 min.

Wreck It Ralph
PG                  108 min.

House at the End of the Street  
PG13                  101 min.

Skyfall 
PG13                  143 min.

The Possession
PG13                                91 min.

Paranorman (last)
PG                    92 min.

The

scoop 

VEHICLE  AUCTION
Not just any auction, it’s a Gov-
ernment Vehicle Auction!  Nov. 
10, at 10 am.  Vehicle inspection 
Nov. 9, from noon- 5 pm at the 
Nob Hill Impound Lot.  Vehicles 
of all types:  Vans, Pick-ups, Fuel 
trucks, Compressors, Floodlights, 
Vacuum trucks, Stake trucks 
and lots more.  FMI, call 4515 or 
4549.  Cash sales only and all 
sales are final.

FFSC TRAINING COURSES
The Fleet and Family Support 
Center is offering a Resume 
Building course Nov. 13 at 9:30 
am to teach you how to upgrade 
your resume and interpret em-
ployment applications.  Courses 
are held at The FFSC building 
2135.  Call 4153 or 4141 to learn 
more.

CFC CAMPAIGN
Don’t miss your opportunity to be 
a part of this effort.  Pledging is 
easy and you can make a world of 
difference by donating.  Contact 
your unit representative or call 
4649 to learn more.  The cam-
paign ends Dec. 3.

KIDS TRIATHLON
GTMO Kids and Family Triath-
lon and BBQ.  Bring your family, 
swimsuits and running shoes!  No 
pre registration required.  Ages 
6-16 for the triathlon, all ages are 
welcome to eat BBQ.  It all goes 
down at the Windjammer pool, 
Nov. 12 at 9 am.  

PARENT”S NIGHT OUT
Nov. 10, 6 pm-midnight.  $10 per 
child.  CDC for 6 month-5 year 
olds, Youth Center for 5-12 year 
olds.  Drop off the kids and enjoy 
a night out.  FMI, call 3664.

HUPP N’ RAY
Classic rock cover band Hupp N’ 
Ray are live in concert Nov. 15 at 
Mongolian Night, 8 pm, and Nov. 
16 at Bayview Brunch, 10 am.  
Open to all ages and it’s free.

CHRISTMAS TREE CONTEST
To enter the Command Spon-
sored Christmas Tree Decorat-
ing Contest call 84358 or 74497.  
Contestants must be signed up 
by Nov. 14.  The Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony will be held 
the NEX Atrium Nov. 24.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Poulan PRO Riding Mower, $1200 
OBO.  Very gently used.  Excellent con-
dition. Only used about 15 times.  Call 
77749 after 1700

Glass top dinining room set, 4 chairs, 
$300.  Coffee table, 2 intables, $200.  
Call Kat at 75802 

Elliptical/Stationary Bike Combo, 
$175 OBO.  Very gently used and in 
excellent condition.  Has only been 
used a handful of times.  Call 77749 
after 1700

Light wood night stand with one draw, 
$5.  File cabinet, solid oak with 2 
draws and  1 file drawer, $20. Call Jo 
or Mark 77872

White Jack LaLanne’s Power Juicer, 
great condition and works great, $60. 
Call 2710

YARD SALE
Nov. 11, Villamar 45 B, 0800

Nov. 10, Caribbean Circle 17B, 0800-
1000

Open house, everything goes sale.  Be-
gins Nov.  13th  until gone. Must call for 
an appt.  Mark or Jo at 77872

NAVY FEDNavy Federal 
Part Time Positions Available

 Take advantage of career opportunities with 
Navy Federal.  Apply at navyfederal.org and click 

on ‘careers.’

FMI, call 74333 or email
sara_presley@navyfederal.org

Hit and Run
R                  100 min.

MISC
Round Trip IBC Airline Tickets from 
Fort Lauderdale to GTMO for sale. Tick-
ets good until Sept. 10, 2013, $450. 
Transfer Fee paid by me. Call 5026 
Day/79087 Evening. Ask for Brian

Epiphone PR150 guitar with a plush lined 
hardshell case. Fairly new Elixir nanoweb 
strings. Great beginner/practice guitar. 
Asking $90 OBO.  Call Mark 77872

WANTED
Looking for piano teacher for a 9 
year old student who has been play-
ing for 3 years.  Call 77405 or email 
myrna_iris@yahoo.com



Pre-Comm Anchorage Visits Naval Station Guantanamo Bay

Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) Anchorage (LPD 23) visited 
Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Nov. 6.

The San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship was in 
port for logistic support including 150,000 gallons of fuel.

“We’re here to support ships any way we can,” said Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate Bernard Hall, Port Services leading chief petty 
officer.  “Any day we can serve the fleet here in GTMO is a good 
day.”

The naval station is a logistical hub for military vessels operating 

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
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in the Caribbean theater. The installation’s Port Operations 
department provides operational support for more than 150 ships 
a year. 

Anchorage is currently on her homeport transit to Naval Base 
San Diego. Anchorage is scheduled to be commissioned May 
2013 in her namesake city of Anchorage, Alaska. 

Anchorage is the seventh ship in the LPD 17 San Antonio-
class built by Huntington Ingalls Shipbuilding.  The ship 
was delivered to the Navy in September and is the second 
ship to bear the name, the previous being LSD 36 which was 
decommissioned October 2006.

Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) Anchorage (LPD 23) visits Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for logistic support including fuel and water.  The 
San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship is currently on her homeport transit to Naval Base San Diego, Calif.  Anchorage is scheduled to be 
commissioned May 2013 in her namesake city of Anchorage, Alaska.  Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, serves as the logistical hub for military and 
merchant vessels operating in the United States Southern Commmand (SOUTHCOM) area of responsibilitiy.
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