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The Royal Saint Lucia 
Police Force is report-
ing major success 
in its crime fighting 

efforts and is attributing its 
success to  the combination 
of public support of its efforts 
and a more scientific and 
strategic approach to crime 
fighting on its part. Recogniz-
ing that the standard model 
of reactive, investigative po-
licing was unable to contain 
the spike in crime, a more 
intelligence-driven approach 

to policing has been employed, and 
according to Personnel within the 
Central Intelligence Unit (CIU) of 
the Royal Saint Lucia Police Force, 
the shift to intelligence-driven po-
licing four years ago, has begun to 
bear fruit. At the heart of the ap-
proach is a single document!
 From 2007 the police department 
has been generating a Daily Crime 
Report (DCR), a collection of all re-
ported crimes from around the is-
land, which is in turn used to gen-
erate weekly and monthly reports 
that are then used to inform crime 

fighting strategy. Using the data 
collected from the DCR, CIU of-
ficers are able to detect trends 
and identify potentially high-
risk areas. This information 
has enabled officers to better 
prepare themselves for criminal 
encounters and has decreased 
the element of surprise on their 
patrols and operations. It also 
allows police commanders to 
design contingencies to ensure 
appropriate and proportionate 
policing responses.

Continued on page 3
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The Government of Saint 
Lucia through its Ministry 
of Agriculture will launch 

an exciting new initiative aimed 
at breathing new life into the ag-
riculture sector. The Youth Agri-
Entreprenurial Project (YAEP) is 
designed to attract young people 
to agriculture. According to Project 
Co-ordinator in the Ministry, Kerde 
Severin, the current crop of farmers 
on island, average 55 years old and 
most of them continue to use tra-
ditional methods and not open to 
adopting new technologies. Tech-
nologies he says that are crucial to 
Government’s plans to modernize 
the sector.
 The Government, he says, un-
derstands that the future of agri-
culture depends on attracting the 
young person to the sector. Unfor-
tunately, those young people with 
an interest in the sector do not 
have the resources including land 
or money to offer up as collateral 
to the banks in order to enter the 
agriculture business. YAEP Severin 
says is helping to make agriculture 
more fashionable and attractive 
while addressing unemployment 
among the youth. 
 The programme has four main 
objectives. The first is to create an 
enabling environment that will 
promote the involvement of at 
least 150 young entrepreneurs in 
the sector. The second goal is to 
create an agri-business incubator 
programme, designed to accelerate 
the pace at which the county’ agri-
culture is modernised, and diversi-
fied; thus enhancing the country’s 
competitiveness. The third goal 
is to strengthen the link between 
tourism and agriculture and the 

Making Agriculture Attractive to Young Persons

The Government of Saint Lucia 
through the Ministry of Agricul-
ture is helping local pineapple 

farmers realize the target of self suffi-
ciency, in pineapple production, by the 
year 2015. Toward this goal, the Minis-
try is currently involved in a Pineapple 
Expansion and Revitalization Pro-

fourth objective is to introduce a 
land use system on island that as-
sures succession and long term de-
velopment of agricultural lands.
 The programme targets unem-
ployed youth, young persons inter-
ested in agri-business, and gradu-
ates of tertiary institutions between 
18 and 35.
 The first phase of the YAEP will 
last for five years and will be un-
dertaken at four locations:  Roseau 
- Castries, River Doree - Choiseul, 
Beausejour – Vieux Fort and Anse 
Ger - Micoud. Consideration is be-
ing given to adding a fifth  location 
to the list- the Ramju Farm Lands  
- once Government completes pur-
chase of the property. The Govern-
ment obtained a grant of EC$3.7 

million from the CARICOM Devel-
opment Fund to help implement 
the project. Those monies will help 
start a hydroponics gardening pro-
gramme as part of the YAEP. This is 
a system of growing crops in small 
spaces without soil and without 
much effort. In addition Severin 
says the monies will help with the 
purchase of equipment, land devel-
opment, irrigation and training. 
 Cognizant of the fact that start-
ing a business is uncharted territo-
ry, The Ministry of Agriculture also 
plans to institute a mentorship pro-
gramme as part of the YAEP. It will 
recruit the services of experienced 
persons, locally and regionally, to 
spend up to three months at a time, 
with the young entrepreneurs to 

help them navigate and grow their 
businesses.
 Under the programme, the four 
locations identified to host the proj-
ect, will be sub divided and leased 
to participants for a five year pe-
riod over which time they will be 
expected to manage and grow their 
agri-businesses. 
 The Ministry has partnered with 
the Saint Lucia Development Bank 
(SLDB) under its Youth Enter-
prise Finance Initiative (YEF) pro-
gramme to provide start up monies 
for the young entrepreneurs. YEF 
endeavours through a series of ca-
pacity building and innovative 
financing mechanisms, to help to 
harness a wide range of skills and 
encourage young entrepreneurs as 

well as those seeking employment 
in up-coming enterprises. This Sev-
erin says makes the SLDB the per-
fect partner for the YAEP.

 The programme, which is sched-
uled to be officially launched on 
August 17th at the Union Tissue 
Culture Lab, demonstrates Gov-
ernment’s commitment to the de-
velopment and empowerment of 
the youth. Government recognises 
that it is of paramount importance 
for the country to secure the future 
of the island’s youth by creating the 
enabling environment for them to 
realise and develop their potential. 
The programme will attend to this 
goal, whilst contributing to food 
self-sufficiency and sustainability 
of the agricultural sector. 

gramme as a key component in ongoing 
agricultural diversification efforts.  

 Coordinator of the Pineapple Ex-
pansion and Revitalization Programme 
Eloi Alexis says there is a large mar-
ket for pineapples on the island, with 
growing demand among hotels, restau-
rants and supermarkets for the fruit.

 The Pineapple Expansion and Revi-
talization Programme started in 2009 
with a Rapid Assessment of the indus-
try by an expert from Trinidad and To-
bago, to determine the status of the sub 
sector and to identify priority areas of 
intervention following setbacks due to 
Pink Mealy Bug infestation in the 90s. 

 Under the European Union’s Special 
Framework of Assistance (SFA) 2005, 
Banana Commercialization and Agri-
cultural Diversification programme, 
(which targeted pineapples, cut flowers 
and bananas producers) half a million 
Eastern Caribbean Dollars was made 
available to help revitalize the pine-
apple sub sector. Part of those funds 
was used to conduct the Rapid As-
sessment, which in turn recommended 
training for farmers. In 2010 a number 
of training initiatives was undertaken, 
including a workshop in post harvest 
handling by Dr. Majeed Mohammed. 
Senior Lecturer, in the Department of 
Food Production at the University of 
the West Indies; a workshop on ‘Indi-
ces of Maturity’ by Ronald Pilgrim; as 

well as training in record keeping. 

 Under the SFA project, EC$250,000 
went toward the formation of a Pineap-
ple Cooperative. The Cooperative has 
since been purchasing and reselling in-
puts to farmers at subsidised prices and 
the monies placed in a revolving fund 
to benefit farmers

 Currently there are 56 pineapple 
farmers on island. Collectively they 
cultivate just over fifty eight acres of 
pineapples; the most dynamic produc-
tion areas, being Millet and along the 
south west coast starting from Cho-
iseul down to Vieux Fort. 

 In 2009 when the programme started 
there were 38.75 acres under pineapple 
cultivation. That figure has increased 
by about 17 acres, but for the island to 
be self sufficient, it needs to increase 
this by a further 30 acres. 

 one of the recommendations made 
in the 2009 Rapid Assessment of the 
sector was for farmers to adopt higher 
planting density. Higher planting den-
sities yield more volume. According 

to the consultant, the spacing used by 
farmers was not reflective of commer-
cial pineapple production and fields 
were generally under populated. One 
acre can accommodate up to 16,000 
plants but the average on island is 
6,000 per acre, well below capacity. 
The Pineapple Expansion and Revi-
talization Programme is working with 
farmers to address this.

 According to Alexis three demon-
stration plots have been established 
at La Fargue, Balenbouche and La 
Resource. These plots, he says show 
farmers how to plant pineapples prop-
erly using the correct density and 
spacing along with teaching a myriad 
of other techniques, essential to suc-
cessful pineapple cultivation. Through 
ongoing training and he is confident 
of the programme’s ability to achieve 
its 2015 goal of self sufficiency. This 
is inkeeping with the Government's 
policy to encourage agricultural pro-
duction in order to achieve food self-
sufficiency and import substitution. 

Pineapple Farmers Target 2015 to end Importation of the Fruit 
Government Facilitating the March Towards Food Self- Sufficiency 

Fond Assau School Garden Laborie Boys Primary Agricultural Project



Page 3Saturday August 13, 2011

Continued from page 1 
 Information from the DCR is also 
used to generate a Murder Alert 
document, which helps police de-
tect imminent or elevated threats. 
Despite the high crime figures re-
corded in 2010, the CIU believes, 
that figure could have been even 
higher had it not been for the Mur-
der Alert and police interventions. 
The Murder Alert draws on report-
ed woundings and assaults and 
creates a “comprehensive profile 
of specific information including 
e.g. young men with knives and 
firearms, the weapons of choice in 
most homicides. That sort of data, 
helps police to determine which 
communities require a greater de-
ployment of officers, and to iden-
tify major crimes likely to escalate 
into violence and murder. 
 According to the report from 
the CIU, Saint Lucia is the only 
Caribbean island using the DCR. 
The DCR has allowed the police 
to create a Known Offender Track-
ing System which has facilitated 
quicker crime resolution by allow-
ing police to more easily track and 
apprehend suspects. That system 
plays a dual role of solving crime 
and ensuring officers perform their 
duties and act on the provided 
information while increasing the 
level of accountability.

 The data from the Known Of-
fender Tracking System also guides 
crime prevention efforts. The re-
port from the Criminal Investiga-
tion Unit states that most of the 
perpetrators of murders, robber-
ies and burglary are between sev-
enteen (17) and twenty nine (29) 
years. The information is derived 
from a report from the CIU. Ac-
cumulated data suggests that there 
is a growing number of gangs on 
island recruiting boys from as 
young as twelve (12) years, who 
start their criminal careers commit-
ting robberies and burglaries, and 
who eventually graduate to more 
serious crimes, including murder. 
That data also points to the drug 
trade as the genesis for much of the 
crime on the island, from robberies 
and burglaries, to auto theft, extor-
tion and murder. 
 The predictive analytics em-
ployed by the CIU have also helped 
police identify traditional high-
crime holidays, and events such 
as Carnival. Deploying officers at 
traditional crime “hot spots” has 
reduced reports of serious crimes 
during these events and in these 
areas.

 The system lets police sift through 
crime data easily and quickly, For 
example March and April tradi-
tionally show a dip in homicides. 
However the figure spikes in June 
and July. Those patterns have also 
been used to do crime mapping, 
which shows Castries as having 
the highest incidence of murder, 
burglary robbery, and stolen motor 
vehicles. 64.58% of all homicides 
occurred in Castries as did 50% of 
all serious crime in 2010. Vieux Fort 
has the most narcotics cases due to 
its proximity to Saint Vincent, and 
the presence of the Hewannorra In-
ternational Airport.
 The most serious crimes (ex-
cept narcotics) occurred in Cas-
tries (39%), Vieux Fort (16%) and 
Gros-Islet (11%) in 2010. Canaries 
recorded the lowest (0%). Most of 
the other districts hovered between 
2% and 6%. Offences against pub-
lic order dipped significantly from 
397 to 17 in 2010, reflecting a 53% 
detection rate.
 Burglaries dropped by 20.9% in 
2010, from 2124 in 2009 to 1680 in 
2010. Motor vehicle theft dipped 
in 2010, from 146 in 2009, to 126- a 
13.69% decrease. Stealing from per-
sons went from 552 in 2009 to 410 
in 2010 – a 26% decrease. There was 
a 16% decrease in praedial larceny 
cases in 2010, down from 215 in 
2009, to 180 in 2010.
 The number of persons arrested 
for drug possession jumped from 
290 in 2009 to 468 in 2010. There 
were also increases in the number 
of people arrested for assault with 
a firearm (46 in 2009 to 77 in 2010) 
and discharging of firearms (41 
in 2009 to 48 in 2010). Arrests for 
firearm possession climbed from 
36 to 54. Firearm recoveries went 
up from 36 in 2009 to 63 in 2010, a 
75% increase. Robberies dropped 
by 42%, from 601 in 2009 to 348 in 
2010. 
 In response to the escalation in 
violent crime, the police launched 
"Operation Restore Confidence" 
in January of 2011 and recorded 
a number of decreases in various 
crimes which they are attributing 
to the operation. 

 Between January and May 2011 a 
decrease in burglaries was recorded 
for every month except May. Over-
all there was a 16.59% decrease in 
the five months. Robberies also 
dropped from 173 to 115 between 
January and May 2010, a 33.52% 
decrease. Stealing from persons 
dipped from 133 to 126 (a 5.26% 
decrease) during the same period. 

Auto theft declined by 22.22% be-
tween January and May 2010, from 
45 to 35 cases. Homicides by com-
parison went up during this same 
period, from 21 to 29, a 52.63% 
increase, as did the number of po-
lice shootings. The CIU Personnel 
maintain these figures could have 
been even higher if not for the po-
lice interventions.
 The police department is in-
creasingly utilizing technologi-
cal solutions for their information 
management needs, and continu-

Police Report 
Major Successes 
in Crime Fighting
Intelligence Driven Police 

Strategy Bearing Fruit

ally applying related crime fight-
ing strategies.
 Operation Restore Confidence 
though an ongoing exercise, has 
achieved its goal of raising pub-
lic confidence in the police, while 
sending a clear message to crimi-
nals that their activities will not be 
condoned. Much of these successes 
would not have been possible with-
out public support. The CIU has 
indicated that intelligence-driven 
policing goes beyond traditional 
information resources and the in-

terpretation of crime and incident 
data and embraces community in-
formation on a range of issues.  
 The Criminal Intelligence Unit 
is convinced that the success of the 
war on crime must be based on a 
three way partnership involving 
the police, Government and citizens 
working together. The Government 
of Saint Lucia is fully committed to 
this partnership and is continuing 
to provide the necessary resources 
required to maintain success in the 
crime fighting effort. 

Island Crime Mapping 2010
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Nemo Disaster Preparedness Feature

WEEK 1
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 jar of peanut butter*
❏ 1 large can juice*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ hand-operated can opener
❏ instant coffee, tea, powdered soft drinks
❏ permanent marking pen to mark date on cans
(remember 1 gallon of water for each pet)

also: pet food, diapers, and/or baby food if needed. 
to do

❏ Make a family plan.
❏ Date each perishable food item using marking pen.

WEEK 2
Hardware Store

❏ crescent wrench
❏ heavy rope
❏ duct tape

also: a leash or carrier for your pet, if needed.
to do

❏ Check your house for hazards. 
❏ Locate your gas meter and water shutoffs and

attach a wrench near them. 

WEEK 3
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ sanitary napkins 
❏ video tape
(remember 1 gallon of water for each pet)

also: pet food, diapers, and/or baby food, if needed. 
to do

❏ Use a video camera to tape the contents of your
home for insurance purposes.  

❏ Store video tape with friend/family member who lives
out of town. 

WEEK 4
Hardware Store

❏ plumber’s tape
❏ crowbar
❏ smoke detector with battery

also: extra medications or a prescription marked 
“emergency use,” if needed.  
to do

❏ Install or test your smoke detector.
❏ Tie water heater to wall studs using plumber’s tape.

WEEK 5
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ 1 can vegetables*
❏ 2 rolls toilet paper*
❏ extra toothbrush*
❏ travel size toothpaste

also: special food for special diets, if needed.
to do

❏ Have a fire drill at home. 

WEEK 6
First aid Supplies

❏ aspirin and/or acetaminophen
❏ compresses
❏ rolls of gauze or bandages
❏ first aid tape
❏ adhesive bandages (in assorted sizes)

also: extra hearing aid batteries, if needed. 
to do

❏ Check with your child’s day care or school to find
out about their disaster plans. 

WEEK 7
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can ready to eat soup (not concentrate)*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ 1 can vegetables*

also: extra plastic baby bottles, formula and diapers, 
if needed. 
to do

❏ Establish an out-of-state contact to call in case 
of emergency.

WEEK 8
First aid Supplies

❏ scissors
❏ tweezers
❏ antiseptic
❏ thermometer
❏ liquid hand soap
❏ disposable hand wipes
❏ sewing kit

also: extra eyeglasses, if needed. 
to do

❏ Place a pair of shoes and a flashlight under your
bed so that they are handy during an emergency.

Family
Disaster
Supplies
Calendar
A Checklist

The Family Disaster Supplies Calendar

is intended to help you prepare for

disasters before they happen.  For

example, to prepare for Florida's

Hurricane Season, at the beginning of

the year, using this calendar, your

family can assemble an emergency kit

in small steps over a six month period.

Check off each week as you gather the

items. Supplies 

may be stored all together in a large

plastic garbage can or food may 

be kept on kitchen

shelves. Remember

to rotate your 

perishable supplies

and change water

every six months.

Continued on page 10
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Feature

Young people will be encour-
aged to volunteer in their 
communities following this 

month’s launch of the Govern-
ment’s SIGN UP! initiative. The 
idea was mooted by the Honour-
able Prime Minister Stephenson 
King, at the national youth prayer 
assembly on December 13th 2010 
and was inspired by an unlikely 
source – last October’s hurricane 
Tomas.

 Torrential rains and a series of 
devastating floods and landslides 
left the entire island shocked and 
on its knees, but something ex-
traordinary began to happen. Out 
of overwhelming heartbreak and 
loss, a new sense of community, 
long thought dead, began to re-
emerge. In the aftermath of the hur-
ricane, thousands of citizens from 
every walk of life began showing 
up and helping one another, by de-

livering relief supplies and helping 
in clean up activities. Prime Min-
ister King wanted to ensure that 
the community spirit, that was so 
visible in every flood-ravaged com-
munity, continued throughout the 
year, especially among the youth, 
and thus was born the SIGN UP! 
Programme.
 The SIGN UP! programme was 
officially launched on Tuesday, 
August 9th, 2011 during a Press 

Conference held at the Bay Gar-
dens Hotel. The ceremony was ad-
dressed by the Prime Minister and 
the Minister of Youth and Sports, 
Hon. Lennard Montoute. 
 According to Prime Minister 
King the SIGN UP! programme is 
Government’s attempt to recognize 
the spirit of volunteerism, as found 
in future leaders of the community, 
and to encourage young people 
(and adults by extension) to take 
hold of that same spirit in their 
own lives.
 The launch marked the start of 
a four stage sensitization phase 
that will feature media campaigns, 
school visits, community rallies 
and a major recruitment drive. The 
entire project will be managed by a 
broad based national committee.
 The SIGN UP! Programme is 
part of Government’s commitment 
to partnering with young people to 
utilize their limitless potential for 
the betterment of the island. It dem-
onstrates Governments conviction 
that volunteerism is a solution to 
several problems affecting young 
people including the provision of 
work skills, improving employabil-
ity, building social cohesion and re-
ducing crime and other anti-social 
behaviour among youth.
 According to Coordinator, Mer-
philus James, SIGN UP! is a unique 

service and learning programme 
that will give young people the 
opportunity to channel their cre-
ativity and passion into meaning-
ful community service. It will help 
them better engage and function 
in the world around them as well 
as to equip them to better address 
the many problems and challenges, 
which they face as young people. 
The programme will also help 
young people to develop self-con-
fidence and position themselves 
to contribute meaningfully to the 
development of their communi-
ties and nation as a whole.   On a 
practical level they will gain skills, 
knowledge and experience that 
they can apply to the work world 
and to everyday life. It will help 
their growth as people and under-
stand generosity, and the value of 
good citizenship. 
 Recognising that a collaborative 
effort would help build successful 
strategies to encourage and enable 
more young people to volunteer, 
the Prime Minister summoned all 
of the major players in youth af-
fairs for a national symposium on 
May 26th 2011. It brought together 
representatives from the Ministries 
of Education, Youth and Sports, the 
Prime Minister’s Office, Curricu-
lum Specialists, The Girl Guides, 
Cadets, and various youth and 
sports associations. Together they 
began creating a national alliance 
to discuss how the sectors could 
work together and identify key ele-
ments of next steps.
 One of the outputs of this sym-
posium was the creation of a data 
base of organisations and areas of 
interest.  A listing of initiatives to 
help strengthen existing organisa-
tions and create opportunities for 
new groups to be formed was also 
developed. 
 According to James, it was agreed 
that membership in these organisa-
tions should “count for something,” 
and that there ought to be some 
form of official recognition of youth 
membership in these organisations 
and of their community service. To 
this end an official system of credits 
was suggested, that would make it 
compulsory for students to sign up 
for at least one club or group, espe-
cially at the secondary school level. 
Working with the private sector it is 
hoped that young people can be en-
couraged to volunteer through the 
SIGN UP! programme to improve 
their employment prospects.
 SIGN UP! is a call to national ser-
vice. It is a bold and commendable 
effort by the Government of Saint 
Lucia to engage young people and 
to present them with an attractive 
option to be positive and produc-
tive citizens contributing meaning-
fully to the national development 
process. 
 

Promoting the Value of Good Citizenship!
Young People Encouraged to SIGN 
UP! for Community Service

Continued on page 10
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The Constituency of Gros-Islet 
has seen a number of infra-
structural projects and social 

amenities being undertaken to im-
prove the lives of residents of ev-
ery age. One of these is designed to 
enable people, especially the older 
persons, to safely navigate the com-
munity with the construction of a 
number of sidewalks, allowing res-
idents to walk from Bay Street, con-
sidered the farthest point in Gros-
Islet, to the entrance of the town, 
without using only the sidewalk. 
This has been very useful in ensur-
ing the safety of students making 
their way to and from school.
 Several bus shelters have been 
erected at the Gros-Islet junc-
tion; Mon Giraud, Des Rameaux; 
Marisule, Ravine Mackok, and 
Malgretoute. Recently a new shel-
ter was erected next to the Gros-Is-
let Polyclinic following complaints 
by patients that they were often 
exposed to elements while waiting 
for the gates of the facility to open. 
The new shelter is complete with 
seats and wheelchair access.
 In an effort to make the commu-
nity comfortable for visitors and 
residents alike a number of parks 
have been constructed or rehabili-

tated in the constituency. One at 
Monchy in particular it is hoped, 
will help dissuade young people 
from using bars to recreate and so-
cialize. Others include one in the 
centre of Gros-Islet; another near 
the playing field which underwent 
significant rehabilitation and an-
other in Grand Rivere. The park 
in Monchy is unique in that it has 
wireless internet access.
 The Monchy Park is part of a big-
ger plan to rehabilitate the entire 
central Monchy area. Part of this 
outlook involved to relocation of 
squatters who had erected shops 
in the area designated for the Park. 
These vendors are being transfered 
to new facilities which has been spe-
cially erected for them and which 
has been designed to integrate into 
the park. New public facilities have 
also been established to support 
activities within the park including 
the vending booths.
 A new Human Resource Devel-
opment Centre or HRDC was also 
built in Monchy which houses 40 
computers. These are being used 
by residents, who are also benefit-
ting from IT classes. The bottom of 
the building has been made avail-
able to various community groups 
for meetings and an administrator 
was recently appointed to manage 
the facility. 
The Monchy multipurpose court 
was repaired and lights added. The 
Monchy Combined School also re-
ceived assistance with the comple-
tion of its resource centre
 A foot path was constructed to 
allow easier access to the Monchy 
multipurpose court from the play-
ing field. In Des Rameaux there are 
plans to erect a community centre 
next to multipurpose court which 
will also house computers for use 
by residents and especially stu-
dents from the community.
The Grand Riviere field has re-
ceived significant attention, and re-
taining walls have been built near-
by. Grand Riviere can now boast of 
having the largest changing room 
in the constituency and possibly 
the island. 
 Road works have been undertak-
en at Piat and Monier. A changing 
room has also been built at Corinth 
and a multipurpose court will be 
built there soon.
 Gros-Islet there will get its own 
provision market shortly. Tenders 
have sent out to start the process. 
Also new pre-school is being built 
in the area. This will necessitate 
the current pre-schoolers using the 
Scout Headquarters when school 
reopens in September, and while 

their new school is being construct-
ed. A Human Resource Develop-
ment Centre will also be erected 
at the old pre-school site and will 
feature a 500 seat theatre.
 Public facilities will also be erect-
ed in the Gros-Islet centre to serve 
patrons of the Friday Night Street 
Party.

 Apart from the infrastructural 
work undertaken in the constitu-
ency, a number of other social and 
human development projects have 
been undertaken in Gros-Islet. A 
weeks-long entrepreneurial de-
velopment programme has been 
offered to residents. For the sec-
ond year theatre training has been 
staged in Monchy and a theatre 
group has now been formed in the 

community. For the third year chil-
dren in the constituency have bene-
fited from a watersports workshop 
at which they have learnt wind-
surfing and other aquatic skills.
 Another new and exciting project 
planned for the constituency is the 
re-establishment of the Gro-Islet 
Credit Union which should begin 
unfolding in the next few weeks. 
 After decades without pipe 
borne water, relief is in sight for 
the residents of Laborne where a 
water tank has been installed. The 
installation of the tank is complete 
and is in the final stages of prepa-
ration to begin delivering water to 
residents. 
 The Monchy wellness centre 
underwent EC$200,000.00 refur-

bishment, and a jetty was erected 
to allow yachter and other boat-
ers to more easily access Gros-Islet 
and to patronize area businesses. A 
bridge joining the town to Pigeon 
Point has also been completed and 
a lifeguard tower erected near the 
beach.
 There are several roads, the main-
tenance of which is not considered 
the Ministry of Communications 
and Works and as such many of 
these roads are near impassable. 
One proposal being considered to 
undertake their repair and mainte-
nance is the creation of a Gros-Islet 
Foundation which with the bless-
ing of the central Government will 
use part of property taxes collected 
in those areas, to repair and con-
struct roads in the constituency. Laborne Water Project

Desrameaux Centre

Installation of lights at the 
Gros Islet Playing Field

Construction of Court at 
Monchy

Honourable Lenard Montoute
 Minister for Social 

Transformation, Public Service, 
Human Resource Development, 

Youth and Sports and 
Parliamentary Representative 

for Gros Islet

Human Resource Development 
Centre at Monchy
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The turn of the 21st century 
brought with it an increase 
in the use of technology and 

new techniques aimed at making 
life easier for members of society. 
But which members of society do 
we often look at? For many years, 
the focus has been on the devel-
opment of the youth and provid-
ing them with the necessary skills 
needed for progress. This is only 
fair as today nearly 75% of Saint 
Lucia’s population is categorized 
as Youth.  As such, measures put 
in place to support other demo-
graphic groups often fly under the 
radar and are many times incon-
spicuous.
 It is with this in mind that the 
Ministry of Social Transformation 
Youth and Sports has found it fit 
to require Community Develop-
ment Officers to devise programs 
that are unique to these individu-
als. It is with this in mind that the 
Community Development Officer 
for Gros-Islet, Kenson Casimir 
took the initiative to source fund-
ing for the implementation of the 
Adult Literacy and Technological 
Advancement Program (ALTAP). 
The project was conceptualized 
and implemented in collaboration 
with the Constituency Office of 
the Parliamentary Representative 
who is also the Minister respon-
sible for Social Transformation 
among others.

 So what is ALTAP about? Under 
Government’s plan to ensure equal 
opportunities for all in society, a 
recommendation was made that 
the elderly and persons who were 
less successful at school, be given 
an opportunity to be exposed to 
some of the new technologies 
used today. With this in mind, the 
technological aspect of the pro-
gram was designed to update the 
older generation on the most ba-
sic computer skills they may need 
to enhance their lives. The use of 
cell phones is another technologi-
cal phenomenon that has impacted 
the lives of many. It is a well known 
fact that many persons are unable 
to save numbers on their phones. 
Many of society’s less literate and 
older persons as well, are unable 
to retrieve these numbers or send 
text messages if they need to. As 
a result, basic cell phone literacy 

Adult Literacy and Technological Advancement Program (ALTAP) 

training would also be given to 
these individuals under the tech-
nological advancement section of 
this program. 
 Furthermore, it may be fair to 
say that everyone can do some-
thing that may earn a couple dol-
lars every month. For instance, one 
person in the community may take 
up cultivating peppers and ti-loyon 
to provide for their family or sell at 
a level that may pay a bill. Another 
individual may decide to cultivate 

cucumbers and decide to batter 
with their neighbor. The micro 
enterprise section of this program 
seeks to provide basic training 
in ways individuals can develop 
ideas that may benefit themselves 
and society by extension. 
 The programme is completed 
by Mathematics and English com-
ponents. It is the subject areas of 
Mathematics and English that en-
sure that all other areas of academia 
are grasped.  Yet, for the English 

component, rather than focusing 
on areas such as phonology and se-
mantics, this program seeks to en-
sure that persons are able to carry 
out basic functions such as filling 
out withdrawal and credit slips 
and filling out basic applications 
and forms. These are just some of 
the many areas ALTAP wishes to 
provide knowledge on. 
 The Ministry continues to wel-
come suggestions and recom-
mendation for this program. It 

welcomes positive and unselfish 
advice that will work for the better-
ment of persons this program seeks 
to engage- the people of Gros-Islet. 
The success of this programme is 
the level of enthusiasm and par-
ticipation that is has inspired. The 
project can accurately be described 
as a “people centred project” which 
is contributing to the economic em-
powerment and growth in individ-
ual self-esteem within the commu-
nity of Gros Islet. 

Putting People at the Center of 
Community Development

Cross section of persons attending the opening ceremony of the project
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The Government of 
Saint Lucia has been 
applauded by the lo-

cal Rastafarian community 
for its decision to observe 
the International Year for 
persons of African Descent. 
The Iyanola Council for the 
Advancement of Rastafari 
(ICAR) had been at the fore-
front of calls for the move, 
and its Chairman Aaron Al-
exander is now the head of 
Cabinet appointed commit-
tee charged with overseeing 
activities to mark the obser-
vance. That decision joins 
the island with over 200 
million people who identify 
themselves as being of Afri-
can descent who live in the 
Americas and several mil-
lions more scattered across 
the globe, outside of the Af-
rican continent. In making 
the decision to observe the 
International Year, Alexan-
der says, Saint Lucia is join-
ing the international com-
munity in recognising that 
people of African descent 
represent a “distinct group 
whose human rights must be 
promoted and protected.”
 The committee comprises 
representatives from sev-
eral Government ministries 
including; Education and 
Culture, External Affairs, 
Agriculture, Social Transfor-
mation, Home Affairs; and 
the Office of the Prime Min-
ister. Representatives of the 
Folk Research Centre and 
the National Youth Council 
are also part of the commit-
tee.  The composition of the 
committee Alexander says 
reflects a holistic approach 
to the activities that will en-
sure the calendar of events 

From Slavery To Freedom
Celebrating the International Year for People of African Descent

is not closed or exclusive. It 
is against that background 
of inclusion and collective 
planning that the year-long 
programme is taking shape.
 The new committee has 
been given a mandate to 
formulate a programme of 
activities spanning one year, 
(August 2011 to August 
2012). The main objective of 
the Year is to raise aware-
ness of the challenges facing 
people of African descent. It 
is hoped that the Year will 
foster discussions that will 
generate proposals for so-
lutions to tackle these chal-
lenges within the context of 
Saint Lucian society. The year 
further aims to advance the 
integration of people of Afri-
can descent into all political, 
economic, social and cultural 
aspects of society, and to pro-
mote a greater knowledge of 
and respect for their diverse 
heritage and culture. Com-
mittee Chairman, Aaron Al-
exander hopes through the 
committee to propose aware-
ness campaigns to develop 
pride in the African heritage 
through the teaching of black 
history and the achieve-
ments of various persons of 
African descent whether as 
a new part of the school cur-
riculum or as an after school 
programme. He is also hope-
ful that the year of activities 
will help spark wider Carib-
bean interest in strengthen-
ing trade and other ties with 
the African continent.
 In communicating Cabinet’s 
approval to establish the plan-
ning committee to commit-
tee members, Prime Minister 
King stated the importance 
of ensuring that “we can raise 

awareness of the historical dis-
advantages suffered by Afri-
can people and to ensure that 
human rights are afforded to 
all their descendants”. This 
suggest that people of African 
descent should benefit from 
full enjoyment of economic, 
cultural, social, civil and polit-
ical rights, their participation 
and integration in all political, 
economic, social and cultural 
aspects of society, and the pro-
motion of a greater knowledge 
of and respect for their diverse 
heritage and culture.
 The committee has to date 
held three meetings as it 
embarks on a very intensive 
schedule of meetings with 
the view to submit a plan of 
proposed activities to Cabinet 
ahead of the formal launch of 
the year, which it is envis-
aged can be staged shortly 
within the coming weeks.  
Government for its part says 
it is important that all Saint 
Lucians have some basic 
knowledge, understanding, 
and appreciation of the rich-
ness of the island’s diversity, 
and their African roots. The 
knowledge of this is impor-
tant because it is a history 
of resistance, resiliency, and 
hope even in the face of im-
possible odds. Saint Lucia is 
the only Caribbean country 
that has endeavoured to un-
dertake an official national 
programme. Government 
looks forward to the receiv-
ing the submission of the 
committee and to work in 
partnership with the Iyanola 
Council for the Advancement 
of Rastafari and all interested 
parties in observation of the 
International Year for People 
of African Descent. 
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Executive members of ICAR attending a recent meeting with 
Prime Minister Hon. Stephenson King
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Nemo Disaster Preparedness Feature

WEEK 1
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 jar of peanut butter*
❏ 1 large can juice*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ hand-operated can opener
❏ instant coffee, tea, powdered soft drinks
❏ permanent marking pen to mark date on cans
(remember 1 gallon of water for each pet)

Also: pet food, diapers, and/or baby food if needed. 
To Do

❏ Make a family plan.
❏ Date each perishable food item using marking pen.

WEEK 2
Hardware Store

❏ crescent wrench
❏ heavy rope
❏ duct tape

Also: a leash or carrier for your pet, if needed.
To Do

❏ Check your house for hazards. 
❏ Locate your gas meter and water shutoffs and

attach a wrench near them. 

WEEK 3
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ sanitary napkins 
❏ video tape
(remember 1 gallon of water for each pet)

Also: pet food, diapers, and/or baby food, if needed. 
To Do

❏ Use a video camera to tape the contents of your
home for insurance purposes.  

❏ Store video tape with friend/family member who lives
out of town. 

WEEK 4
Hardware Store

❏ plumber’s tape
❏ crowbar
❏ smoke detector with battery

Also: extra medications or a prescription marked 
“emergency use,” if needed.  
To Do

❏ Install or test your smoke detector.
❏ Tie water heater to wall studs using plumber’s tape.

WEEK 5
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ 1 can vegetables*
❏ 2 rolls toilet paper*
❏ extra toothbrush*
❏ travel size toothpaste

Also: special food for special diets, if needed.
To Do

❏ Have a fire drill at home. 

WEEK 6
First Aid Supplies

❏ aspirin and/or acetaminophen
❏ compresses
❏ rolls of gauze or bandages
❏ first aid tape
❏ adhesive bandages (in assorted sizes)

Also: extra hearing aid batteries, if needed. 
To Do

❏ Check with your child’s day care or school to find
out about their disaster plans. 

WEEK 7
Grocery Store

❏ 1 gallon of water*
❏ 1 can ready to eat soup (not concentrate)*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ 1 can vegetables*

Also: extra plastic baby bottles, formula and diapers, 
if needed. 
To Do

❏ Establish an out-of-state contact to call in case 
of emergency.

WEEK 8
First Aid Supplies

❏ scissors
❏ tweezers
❏ antiseptic
❏ thermometer
❏ liquid hand soap
❏ disposable hand wipes
❏ sewing kit

Also: extra eyeglasses, if needed. 
To Do

❏ Place a pair of shoes and a flashlight under your
bed so that they are handy during an emergency.

Family
Disaster
Supplies
Calendar
A Checklist

The Family Disaster Supplies Calendar

is intended to help you prepare for

disasters before they happen.  For

example, to prepare for Florida's

Hurricane Season, at the beginning of

the year, using this calendar, your

family can assemble an emergency kit

in small steps over a six month period.

Check off each week as you gather the

items. Supplies 

may be stored all together in a large

plastic garbage can or food may 

be kept on kitchen

shelves. Remember

to rotate your 

perishable supplies

and change water

every six months.

Continued from page 4

WEEK 9
Grocery Store

❏ 1 can ready-to-eat soup*
❏ liquid dish soap
❏ plain liquid bleach
❏ 1 box heavy-duty garbage bags

Also: saline solution and a contact lens case, if needed. 
To Do

❏ Send some of your favorite family photos (or
copies) to family members out of state.

WEEK 10
Hardware Store

❏ waterproof portable plastic container (with lid) for
important papers 

❏ portable am/fm radio (with batteries)
Also: blankets or sleeping bag for each family member.
To Do

❏ Make photocopies of important papers and 
store safely.

WEEK 11
Grocery Store

❏ 1 large can juice*
❏ large plastic food bags
❏ 1 box quick energy snacks
❏ 3 rolls paper towels

Also: sunscreen, if needed.
To Do

❏ Store a roll of quarters for emergency phone calls.
❏ Go on a hunt with your family to find a pay phone

near home.

WEEK 12
First Aid Supplies

❏ anti-diarrhea medicine
❏ rubbing alcohol
❏ 2 pair latex gloves
❏ ipecac syrup and activated charcoal (for 

accidental poisoning)
Also: items for denture care, if needed.
To Do

❏ Take a family trip to 
gas meter and 
water meter 
shutoffs.

WEEK 13
Hardware Store

❏ whistle
❏ ABC fire extinguisher
❏ pliers
❏ vise grips

To Do
❏ Take a first aid/CPR class.

WEEK 14
Grocery Store

❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can fruit*
❏ 1 can vegetables*
❏ 1 package paper plates
❏ 1 package eating utensils
❏ 1 package paper cups
❏ adult vitamins

To Do
❏ Make a plan to check on a neighbor who might need

help in an emergency.

WEEK 15
Hardware Store

❏ extra flashlight batteries
❏ masking tape
❏ hammer
❏ assorted nails
❏ “L” brackets to secure tall furniture to wall studs
❏ wood screws

To Do
❏ Brace shelves and cabinets.

WEEK 16
Grocery Store

❏ 1 can meat*
❏ 1 can vegetables*
❏ 1 box large heavy-duty garbage bags
❏ kleenex
❏ 1 box quick energy snacks.

To Do
❏ Find out if you have a neighborhood safety 

organization and join it!

WEEK 17
Grocery Store

❏ 1 box graham crackers
❏ assorted plastic containers with lids
❏ assorted safety pins
❏ dry cereal

To Do
❏ Arrange for a friend or neighbor to help your
children if you are at work.

WEEK 18
Hardware Store

❏ “child proof” latches or other fasteners 
for your cupboards

❏ double-sided tape or Velcro-type fasteners to
secure moveable objects

To Do
❏ Pack a “go-pack” in case you need to evacuate.

WEEK 19
Grocery Store

❏ 1 box large heavy-duty garbage bags
❏ 1 box quick energy snacks (such as granola bars 

or raisins)
To Do

❏ Have a tornado/hurricane drill at home.

WEEK 20
Hardware Store

❏ camping or utility knife
❏ extra radio batteries

Also: purchase an emergency escape ladder for second 
story bedrooms if needed.
To Do

❏ Find out about your workplace disaster plans.

WEEK 21
Hardware Store

❏ heavy work gloves
❏ 1 box disposable dust masks
❏ screwdriver
❏ plastic safely goggles

WEEK 22 
Grocery Store

❏ extra hand-operated can opener
❏ 3 rolls paper towels

WEEK 23 
Hardware Store

❏ battery powered camping lantern with extra
battery or extra flashlights

WEEK 24
Grocery Store

❏ large plastic food bags
❏ plastic wrap
❏ aluminum foil

Items marked with an asterisk “*” should be purchased for each 
member of the household. 

Provided by the Executive Office/Emergency Management.
Pamphlet designed by Visual Communications Division.
(Calendar reprinted from Collier County E.M.)

Items marked with an
asterisk “*” should be
purchased for each 
member of the household. 
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Another facility has been 
added to the list of 
Adult Day Care Cen-

tres operating on the island with 
the establishment of the Fair 
Helen La Clery Adult Day Care 
Centre. It joins the more es-
tablished centre in Mongouge, 
Choiseul in providing planned 
programmes for the elderly in 
the community. These include 
a variety of health, social and 
other support services in a pro-
tective setting during daytime 
hours.

 According the Executive Di-
rector, Helen Charles Louis, the 
centre is designed to meet the 
individual needs of functionally 
and cognitively impaired per-
sons as well. The mission of the 
facility she says, is to help older 
persons to enjoy a better qual-
ity of life in their final years by 
providing them opportunities 
to develop friendships, reduce 
isolation and keep families to-
gether longer.

 The La Clery centre is run by 
HELPAGE Saint Lucia-The Na-
tional Council of and For Older 
Persons, and boasts a team of 
150 trained Caregivers who 
oversee activities which range 
from counseling, emotional 
support, and physical exercise, 
to manicures and pedicures and 

The La Clery Adult Day Care Centre
Improving the Quality of Life of our Elderly

field trips. The centre has been 
promised a bus to assist with 
the transportation of clients and 
participants which it hopes will 
be delivered soon. They help 
the organisation achieve its 
mission of “preserving the dig-
nity of older persons through 
advocacy, education, training 
support, empowerment and in-
come security.”

 The idea of the La Clery cen-
tre was first conceived in 2002 
when a study on care of the 
elderly on the island was un-
dertaken.  That study identified 
some of the major challenges 
faced by older persons on the 
island. At the top of the list was 
the abandonment of older per-
sons by their families, leaving 
them to fend for themselves or to 
rely on government for survival. 
As a result their quality of life 
was significantly compromised. 
As persons aged and became un-
able to work it was revealed that 
they received little or no money 
to care for themselves.

 Surveys have shown a signif-
icant number of persons above 
60, fall below the poverty line 
and that a significant portion of 
the elderly population is unable 
to provide for their basic needs.

 The day care facility attempts 
to alleviate the challenges faced 

by elderly persons by offering 
social, recreational, rehabilita-
tive and educational services 
in a day care setting that en-
ables them to better function as 
worthwhile members of society. 
The La Clery Day Care Centre 
caters to individuals who cannot 
manage without help or who are 
secluded or lonely. It does this 
by creating an environment in 
which they can express them-
selves and regain their self con-
fidence; reducing loneliness, 
addressing nutritional needs and 
neglect. The facility allows par-
ticipants to leave the comfort of 
their own homes for unthreat-
ening, sheltered and supervised 
surroundings where they can 
take advantage of and benefit 
from a variety of fun and educa-
tional activities designed to im-
prove their mental and physical 
health. It essentially provides a 
“home away from home”.

 The Fair Helen La Clery 
Adult Day Care Centre targets 
older persons in the wider La 
Clery, area, who may live alone 
or are left home alone when 
family members go to work. It 
also accommodates older per-
sons on days when their exist-
ing care givers at home have 
off days or are on vacation. The 
Centre also houses the HEL-
PAGE Secretariat as well as the 

Saint Lucia Pensioners Associa-
tion and the Ex-Service League

 The La Clery Day Care Cen-
tre was established with funding 
from the European Union, the 
SSDF and the Government of 
Saint Lucia. Additional funding 
was provided by the Japanese 
and Taiwanese Governments 
and from various local business-

es. The facility is located within 
the constituency of Prime Min-
ister Stephenson King who took 
intimate and personal interest in 
ensuring that the centre became 
a reality. The Prime Minister 
was also very supportive in re-
sponding to the various requests 
for adjustments which required 
additional financial resources. 

Prime Minister King who has 
the fortune of a mother who is 
aged in her 90s has expressed 
his unwavering support and 
commitment towards ensur-
ing the integrity and quality of 
services of the facility. He has 
stated his desire to see the Cen-
tre become a model facility for 
day care support to the elderly.   

The newly constructed Adult Day Care Centre

The Probation and Pa-
role Services Depart-
ment of the Ministry of 

Home Affairs and National 
Security, has successfully 
completed the first year of its 
Court Diversion Programme, 
with a recommendation for 
its continuation. 

 The diversion programme 
is an alternative to traditional 
court processing for pre-
adjudicated youth who have 
committed a criminal offence, 
but also targets and attempts 
to rehabilitate school drop-
outs and other “at risk youth” 
between 12 and 19 years. Par-
ticipants are directed to the 
programme by the courts, or 
by the Ministry of Education 
and schools, who provide a 
list of drop outs for follow up. 
The department in turn tracks 
down these drop-outs and 
meets with them and their 
parents to encourage their 
enrolment in the programme. 
While it is compulsory for 
probationers as a condition 
of their probation, the pro-
gramme maintains an open 
door policy for drop-outs and 
suspended students.

The Court Diversion Programme

 The programme was born 
out of the recognition that 
young offenders’ capacity 
for rehabilitation would be 
undermined by imprison-
ment or detention, and that 
urgent action was required to 
minimize the potential dam-
age to the young offenders. 
According to Yolanda Louis, 
Assistant Director of Proba-
tion and Parole Services, the 
just completed one year pilot 
project proves that young 
persons who have committed 
offences remain extremely 
vulnerable but have a capac-
ity for change. 
 The programme started in 
July 2010 and targeted 100 
participants. Sixty registered, 
but this number declined ow-
ing to referrals, employment 
opportunities, pregnancy 
and lack of commitment on 
the part of some participants 
and their parents. The pro-
gramme wound up with 35 
participants, mostly boys, all 
from deprived backgrounds, 
each one with a variety of 
psychological and other is-
sues. Being thrown together 
made for an explosive situ-

ation and their behaviour 
proved extremely challeng-
ing in the beginning. Con-
frontations and fights were 
a nearly daily occurrence, as 
was the discovery of weap-
ons by security officers, and 
the vandalism of programme 
property and furniture. By 
the end of the programme 
Louis says participants and 
their attitudes were mark-
edly different. They were less 
aggressive, more tolerant and 
their ability to handle conflict 
improved. 
 Structured programs cur-
rently provided through the 
programme cover areas such 
as life skills, food and nutri-
tion, craft, computer literacy, 
boxing and karate, football, 
and performing arts (drama, 
singing). Classes ran from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Mondays 
to Thursdays and 9:00 am to 
12:30 pm on Fridays and were 
overseen by a fulltime Project 
Administrator, Project Coor-
dinator and a Nutritionist. 
Facilitators were contracted 
to do remedial English and 
Math, Craft, Performing Arts, 
Art and Electronics on a part 

time basis. A Peace Corp vol-
unteer with a background in 
clinical psychology joined the 
team later on, and with the 
support from probation offi-
cers, began an intensive pro-
gramme based on a rehabili-
tative and restorative rather 
than punitive approach that 
Louis says showed remark-
able results. The punitive 
approach Louis says, fails 
to deal with the underlying 
causes of criminal activity 
and delinquency. By engaging 
youth in a broad holistic pro-
gramme that teaches skills, 
addresses low self esteem 
and confidence, and lack of 
achievement and encourages 
constructive use of time, par-
ticipants learn to change their 
offending behaviour.
 This approach Louis says 
is beneficial not only to 
young offenders, but also to 
the community by assisting 
the participants to reintegrate 
into the community. It also 
assists crime prevention by 
assisting to reduce the com-
mission of further offences.
 Participants in the Court 
Diversion Programme are 

awarded certificates for suc-
cessfully completing the vari-
ous programme components 
and activities, and meeting 
the minimum 200 hour re-
quirement. In addition they 
receive awards for good be-
haviour, participation and 
regularity. They also get the 
opportunity to publicly dis-
play what they’ve learned at 
the end of the programme.
 The Probation and Parole 
Services Department Louis 
says, will continue to work 
with parents and community 
leaders to get more young 
people into the programme. 
It will continue fostering part-
nerships with the private sec-
tor – developing work links 

with outside employers with 
a view to introducing a job 
placement component to the 
programme. There are plans 
to widen the provision of ser-
vices by creating cross-sector 
partnerships and improving 
efficiency. Working with the 
National Skills Development 
Centre (NSDC) she hopes 
to provide qualified partici-
pants with the opportunity to 
acquire valuable employment 
and vocational skills in order 
to produce lasting results in 
reducing re-offending rates.
 The programme which is 
funded by UNICEF and the 
Government of Saint Lucia 
at an annual cost of EC$150, 
000, has been successful in es-
tablishing community/parole 
sentencing’s potential for re-
ducing re-offending rates and 
as a consequence, will start 
up again in September 2011.. 
 Government is proud of the 
success of the court diversion 
programme. The Adminis-
tration is committed to con-
tinue investing in the future 
growth and development of 
the programme. Government 
is convinced that through the 
continued application of this 
programme, our delinquent 
youth can be granted new 
chances and opportunities to 
turn their lives around and to 
aim for new horizons of hope 
and success.
 

Reforming How We Rehabilitate Young Offenders

Yolanda Louis, Assistant 
Director of Probation and 

Parole Services
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Please email your comments or questions to: nationalreview@pm.gov.lc

The sight of large amounts of 
an unfamiliar vegetative mate-
rial floating on the sea around 

the island and washing up along the 
coastline over the past few weeks gave 
rise to concerns by marine users and 
the general public.  The Department of 
Fisheries and the National Emergency 
Management Office (NEMO) moved 
swiftly to allay public fears that they 
may pose some danger and to inform 
tem that what they were in fact seeing 
was called Sargassum seaweed. 

What is the Sargassum?
 The Sargassum seaweed is a plant 
that lives in the ocean and is of the 
same family as brown algae. Sargas-
sum got its name from the Portuguese 
word for grapes because it has several 
grape sized gas-filled structures that 
help it to stay floating above the water. 
The leaves are golden-green and feel 
almost like plastic when touched.

 There are over 100 species of the 
Sargassum seaweed. Some are benthic 
which means that they would attach to 
the bottom of the sea and some are pe-
lagic which means that they stay afloat 
all the time. The seaweed that was 
observed around Saint Lucia about a 
week ago was the free-floating. Based 
on preliminary investigations under-
taken by the Department of Fisheries, 
it was revealed that the floating mats 
included the species called Sargassum 
natans. However, it is likely that the 

The Department of Fisheries Addresses Concerns 
about Seaweed Wash Up on our Coastlines

mats may have also included a related 
species called Sargassum fluitans. This 
is because these two species of Sargas-
sum (the natans and the fluitans) are 
frequently found tangled together.

Where did it come from?
 These free-floating Sargassum sea-
weed species are usually found off-
shore in large mats throughout the 
South Atlantic region. Most of these 
seaweeds come from the Sargasso Sea 
located in the North Atlantic Ocean, 
which is about two thirds the size of 
the United States. What happens is that 
waves break the plants apart, and these 
parts multiply. On a seasonal basis, 
these pieces get caught in the currents 
and are carried to the Gulf of Mexico 
where the warm waters help the plant 
grow rapidly.

What are some of the benefits?
 These mats of vegetation provide 
crucial habitat for a wide variety of 
marine animals to hide while they 
hunt for food. Spadefish and small sea 
turtles swim near the seaweed looking 
for an easy meal of shrimp and crabs. 
Even economically important pelagic 
species such as tuna, dolphin, wahoo, 
and billfish, as well as marine birds 
use the sea weed. In fact, one fisher 
in Soufriere intimated that when this 
event occurs, it provides a great oppor-
tunity for fishers to land large volumes 
of flying fish in particular and that the 

flying fish usually spawn/lay their eggs 
in the mats. Other organisms that could 
be found in those mats include small 
anemones, flatworms, hydroids, pipe-
fish, small crabs, shrimp and Sargas-
sum fish. Now, most of these animals 
are similar in colour to the golden-
green seaweed, a camouflage mecha-
nism which acts as a great aid when 
hunting food.

 Believe it or not, another benefit can 
be, as the waves and currents deposit 
the Sargassum on the beach or along 
the coastline, they would pile up near 
the dunes. This can hold the sandy 
dunes in place long enough for other 
plants to take root. As such, this action 
can help new dunes form thereby re-
ducing beach erosion.

What are some of the problems as-
sociated with Sargassum?

 These plants have several effects as-
sociated with it. Considering that they 
have a characteristic of growing on the 
surface of the water, it can contribute 
to a number of problems. Some of 
them are as follows:

1. The main problem is faced by boat-
ers, swimmers and the other species 
living under the water. Depending 
on the thickness and extent of the 
mats, they can get trapped in the 
propellers of boats, especially small 
marine crafts like fishing pirogues.

2. It can also cause discomfort to 

swimmers, divers, snorkelers and 
other recreational users of the ma-
rine environment.

3. If mats exist in areas where fishing 
activity usually takes place, it can 
interfere with fishing lines and nets 
by causing entanglement. This can 
cost fishers dearly since fishing 
lines and nets can be severely dam-
aged.

4. Again, depending on the extent of 
the mat and its duration in our wa-
ters, it can impede the penetration 
of sunlight to other marine plants in 
the underwater community.

5. Another problem is that, such large 
volume of seaweed can result in an 
oxygen imbalance in the marine en-
vironment due to the large influx of 
seaweed. This can be particularly a 
problem if these mats of seaweed 
were to move into and get trapped 
in bays. This can result in possible 
fish kills.

6. And maybe one of the scariest 
threats is that, since the seaweed 
mats would have drifted from 
oceans afar, there is the possibility 
that alien and/or invasive plant and 
animal species would hitch hike on 
them, in the form of eggs, larvae, 
juvenile fish, seeds, plantlets and 
other vegetative materials. These 
can then end up in our local marine 
environment and become a serious 
threat to local species.

Should we worry about this event?
 Although there are some problems 
associated with this event, the public 
should not be overly alarmed. This phe-
nomenon has happen in the past and it 
is very likely that it will happen again. 
Many of the Sargassum leaves are 
covered in a light grey furry substance 
which is a community of organisms 
called bryozoans. As these animals 
multiply, they weigh the Sargassum 
down and begin pulling it towards the 
ocean bottom. Eventually, this leads to 
death where it decomposes and serves 
as food for other organisms.

 It is also worth noting that most 
floating Sargassum species have a life 
span of 1 year or less and since the 
waters surrounding the islands of the 
Caribbean is so open, it is not condu-
cive enough for the Sargassum species 
to flourish. This is contrary to the Sar-
gasso Sea which is characteristically 
an enclosed ring of ocean currents.

 However, the Department of Fish-
eries would like to encourage mem-
bers of the public to remain extremely 
vigilant and report any strange looking 
animals or plants to the Department at 
468-4143.

 Government through the Depart-
ment of Fisheries is committed to ad-
dressing concerns of the public and 
Fisheries sector with respect to the 
wash-up of seaweed around the island 
over the past weeks. 




