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 Soomer says a strong unity in 
direction is key, if the reconstruc-
tion effort is to achieve its goal of 
restoring livelihoods and ensur-
ing a degree of normalcy is rein-
stated to the country. While the 
recovery process even with the 
most optimistic prognostications, 
will take years, she says a coordi-
nated synergistic approach will 
help ensure a worthier result. 

 There is a strong focus on a sci-
entific approach to the reconstruc-
tion effort she says. Sound scien-
tific data takes times she says, but 
will result in more trustworthy 
solutions. There can be no quick 
fixes, she says if further loss of life 
and property is to be avoided.  It is 
with that in mind Soomer explains 
that areas like Colombette in Sou-
friere must be subjected to further 

geotechnical assessments. The area 
one of the worst affected by the 
hurricane, remains unsettled and 
precarious and recent unseasonable 
rains have made it more so. This in 
turn has hampered reconstruction 
efforts. The combination of steep 
unstable slopes necessitates that a 
balance be struck between safety 
concerns and the need to meet re-
construction expectations.

The Government 
of Saint Lucia im-
mediately follow-
ing last October’s 

devastation by Hurricane 
Tomas, appointed a Pro-
gramme Manager to di-
rect reconstruction efforts 
on the island. The job of 
the Programme Manager 
and her committee is to 
cut through bureaucratic 
obstacles, and get a num-
ber of governmental and 
other agencies to work to-
gether and to coordinate 
reconstruction efforts 
with local officials. Dr. 
Elizabeth Charles Soomer 
is the woman charged 
with that responsibility as 
the head of the National 
Reconstruction and De-
velopment Unit. 
 That Unit, which was 
set up in February 2011, 
replaced the Early Re-
covery Committee in the 
Ministry of Finance. Its 
responsibilities are split 
between co-coordinating 
the national reconstruc-
tion programme and 
implementing the Gov-
ernment’s overall devel-
opment vision for the 
island. It does this  by 
working closely with a 
number of sectoral agen-
cies and development 
partners including the 
Ministries of Communi-
cations, Works, Transport 
and Public Utilities, Edu-
cation, Health, and Hous-
ing, and agencies like the 
Saint Lucia Red Cross.

 The Unit is involved in some 
critical water studies, the urgen-
cy of which was highlighted by 
hurricane Tomas’ impact on the 
island’s supply and distribution 
system. A water reform sector 
has been formed within the Min-
istry of Finance to examine these 

Continued on page 3



Page 2 Saturday July 30, 2011 Saturday July 30, 2011

The Ministry of Local Govern-
ment continues to work to 
advance the process of Local 

Government reform on the island 
and has achieved three significant 
milestones in the over thirty year 
process in this year alone. 
 Lucian Isidore Director of Lo-
cal Government in the Ministry of 
Local Government says while the 
local government reform process 
may seem interminably slow and 
tortuous to some, there are very 
complex issues that must be sort-
ed out. This is partially due to the 
very divergent views on how Local 
Government should be structured 
and what it should do.
 In 1999 a Government appointed 
Task Force on Local Government 
Reform was established to exam-
ine and advise on the appropri-
ate legislative, fiscal, institutional 
and administrative steps needed 
to strengthen local government. 
A Caribbean Development Bank 
funded national consultation was 
held with the hope of developing 
a citizen-centric local government 
model to replace the existing Lo-
cal Government Ordinance. That 
Ordinance dated back to 1947 and 
was widely accepted as obsolete.
 Emerging from the 1999 consul-
tation was an expressed desire to 
have Local Government be more 
accountable; take into consider-
ation various gender issues; facili-
tate a higher level of community 
participation and general good 
governance. It was suggested that 
jurisdictions be aligned to electoral 
boundaries or based on the exist-
ing constituency structure. A Green 
Paper was produced to reflect these 
findings and recommendations. In 
addition the Green Paper proposed 
principles which should underpin 
the operations of Local Govern-
ment agencies, possible structures 
for Local Government, and out-
lined measures to make Local Gov-
ernment agencies more accessible, 
transparent and accountable
 This year a new milestone in the 
process of change came with the 
creation of four new Local Gov-
ernment jurisdictions. This has 
increased the number of existing 
jurisdictions from nine to thirteen, 
excluding the Castries City Council 
(CCC) which spans Castries North, 
Castries East, Castries Central, 
Castries South and Castries South 
East. New councils are the Babon-
neau District Council, the Dennery 
North District Council, and the 
Vieux-Fort North and Micoud 
South District Councils. 
 Another milestone achieved this 
year was the increase in financial 

Working Toward a 
New Vision for Local 

Government

allocations to Local Government 
councils which now receive $100, 
000.00 annually to respond to 
emerging needs in their communi-
ties, from blocked drains to train-
ing programmes for residents. This 
money is dispensed in $25,000.00 
allocations each financial quarter.
 This year the Government also 
engaged the services of a local con-
sultant to review the existing Local 
Government Ordinance and make 
recommendations for new legisla-
tion. The consultant Mr. Isidore 
says, is half way through the pro-
cess of reviewing the existing leg-
islation and amending deficiencies, 
gaps and making changes which 
need to happen to make the new 
legislation more appurtenant. The 
resulting draft legislation will be 
presented to the communities and 
stakeholders for feedback and de-
bate, which will then inform any fi-
nal amendments. The new legisla-
tion will reflect the changing role of 
Local Government councils which 
have lost much of their authority 
over the years. In many cases their 
role had been reduced to the col-
lection of solid waste and mainte-
nance projects, a far cry from the 
days when they were responsible 
for the collection of taxes and the 
provision of utility services and the 

management of their communities. 
New agencies, like the National 
Conservation Authority (NCA) 
and the Saint Lucia Solid Waste 
Management Authority, have 
emerged and assumed responsibil-
ity for many of these functions. In 
this new milieu Isidore says, there 
must be a clear delineation of Lo-
cal Government council roles and 
responsibilities and the new leg-
islation will address this as it will 
address the role of central Govern-
ment, parliamentary representa-
tives and civil organisations in re-
lation to Local Government. 
 Government fully understands 
the role which Local Government 
has to play as part of the emerg-
ing paradigm of good governance. 
Government’s investment in the 
process to date as manifested 
through the three milestones out-
lined above serves as a clear dem-
onstration of its commitments 
to facilitating a process of Local 
Government Reform that will ulti-
mately result in local Government 
Councils that are more responsive 
and relevant to the needs of constit-
uents and realities on the ground. 
Government believes that effective 
Local Government can only lead to 
greater efficiency within the overall 
central Government mechanism. 

Laborie Vieux Fort North

Micoud South

Lucian Isidore 
Director of Local Government Choiseul

Canaries
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Continued from page 1
issues and devise interventions 
to improve the capacity of water 
resources management agencies. 
A water supply assessment has 
been commissioned to review the 
existing system with findings to 
be submitted by September. The 
information coming from that 
exercise will help identify some 
of the issues to be addressed in 
preparing for, during and after 
an event that can directly threat-
en the island’s water supply and 
safety.
 Several hundred hectares of 
Forests which are critical to the 
water supply were destroyed by 
Hurricane Tomas. And while the 
Unit is working with the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Forestry 
to replant much of this, Soomer 
says it must be carefully coordi-
nated because of concerns that 
the newly planted trees would 
now compete for existing wa-
ter resources. This she says has 
forced renewed attention to al-
ternatives like rain water har-
vesting and dam construction all 
of which are being examined by 

the Unit and its partners. 
 Another critical area being 
worked on is hazard mapping. 
This exercise involves the mapping 
of areas that have been disturbed 
through extreme natural or human 
caused disruptions to the normal 
environment such occurred as a re-
sult of Hurricane Tomas. From the 
information gathered, Dr. Soomer 
explains, it is possible to map the 
affected areas and provide the in-
formation to groups and agencies 
charged with relief or reconstruc-
tion, and to inform land use. That 
exercise which is being funded 
by the Caribbean Development 
Bank and the World Bank will be 
undertaken with the assistance of 
the University of the West Indies, 
(UWI), which is recognized as a 
centre of excellence in the region 
in that regard. The hazard maps 
Soomer says have the additional 
use of helping to predict where di-
sasters will strike next.
 The Unit she says is not trying to 
reinvent the wheel, and to whatever 
extent possible is working with ex-
isting data and technologies while 
shedding antiquated methodolo-

gies in order to achieve more pre-
cise measurements and data which 
will help the Unit and its partners 
to not only build again but to build 
better and smarter.
 The Unit as part of its activities 
is overseeing a transportation as-
sessment both as part of a national 
development programme and as 
part of the national reconstruction 
programme. This exercise will help 
establish the importance of the 
road network to wider economic 
development, and will recommend 
ways to improve conditions on the 
network by maximizing the value 
of existing assets while identify-
ing the alternatives to keep island 
connected in times of disaster. The 
destruction to the Barre de L’Isle 
following hurricane Tomas left a 
large part of the island cut off. This 
Soomer says is being reviewed 
with consideration being given to 
tunneling as an alternative to the 
landslide prone Barre de L’Isle. 
 Soufriere remains a challenge 
for the Unit and its partners and 
a lot of remedial work remains to 
be done in that area.  The Unit has 
been working with partners to de-

liver housing to residents in Fond 
St Jacques affected by Hurricane 
Tomas. This has been a long ex-
ercise of identifying persons and 
matching them to structures, ac-
quiring alternative land, designing 
and obtaining planning and other 
approvals. The process is a time 
consuming one as the area is still 
active, and continuous rain since 
last October means it is still un-
stable and unsafe for resettlement 
in some areas. Further assessments 
will help determine those areas 
safe for resettlement. 
 Meanwhile work is ongoing on 
the design an integrated develop-
ment plan for Fond St Jacques and 
the Marc/Bexon area. Those plans 
would integrate environmental, 
economic, social and physical con-
siderations and will be informed by 
scientific assessments to be carried 
out in the area. Dr. Soomer is hope-
ful these assessments and the result-
ing integrated development plans 
can be generated by year end.
 The work of the National Recon-
struction Unit is a vital component of 
Government’s post Tomas response. 
Given the unprecedented and wide-

spread damage unleashed by the 
passage of the Hurricane, it is 
critical that the reconstruction 
effort is done in a manner that 
ensures adequate safeguards and 
mitigation measures.      
 Prime Minister King during 
his address to the nation on the 
passage of Hurricane Tomas 
stated the following: “We cannot 
continue to do things as before. 
Tomas has taught us the neces-
sity to change our lifestyles, the 
way we live, the way we build, 
the way we farm, the way we 
manage our resources, the way 
we treat our environment and 
the way we deal with our waste.  
It cannot be business as usual; 
we have to set new standards 
and abide by them.  Adaptation, 
mitigation and resilience must 
underscore everything that we 
do from now on”.
 The Government of Saint Lucia 
is deliberate in its policy of em-
ploying a responsible and scien-
tific approach to the post Tomas 
reconstruction effort. The Nation-
al Reconstruction Unit is a lead 
agency in managing this process.     

Government Takes a Structured Approach to Post 
Tomas Rebuilding Effort 

An Overview of the work of the National Reconstruction Unit

The Ministry of Communica-
tions and Works is continu-
ing with desilting works with 

a view to providing flood relief in 
vulnerable areas and enhancing ir-
rigation in others, by desilting riv-
ers and ravines across the island. 
The Ministry’s Chief Engineer Les-
ter Arnold says the programme is 
undertaken annually, ahead of the 
rainy season, but the passage of 
hurricane Tomas in October 2010 
has necessitated a protracted de-
silting programme owing to the 
huge amount of debris generated 
by the heavy rains and resulting 
landslides. 
 The Chief Engineer estimates 
that crews remove in excess of 18, 
000 cubic meters of silt from riv-
ers island-wide during the annual 
river desilting exercise, which takes 
place in preparation for the Hur-
ricane season.  Since Hurricane 
Tomas, that amount has increased 
significantly. Desilting exercises un-
dertaken in the Castries River some 
weeks ago, resulted in the removal 
of in excess of 15, 000 cubic metres 
of material, almost the amount re-
moved annually from rivers island-
wide. This is an indication of the 
extent of the challenge which the 
Ministry has to contend with.  
 Arnold says, landslide and de-
bris flows, triggered by Tomas led 
to the deposit of sediment into the 

Ministry of Works Intensifies Desilting Exercise
upper catchments of several water-
sheds. (A watershed describes an 
area of land that contains a com-
mon set of streams and rivers that 
all drain into a single larger body 
of water). That debris in the shape 
of logs, tree bark, branches, and silt 
along with boulders eventually ac-
cumulated in the lower portions 
of these rivers. Ever since Octo-
ber 2010, crews have been work-
ing tirelessly to desilt as many of 
them as possible, especially those 
in flood prone areas like Bexon and 
Marc. But no sooner are the water-
ways cleared than they are clogged 
again by unstable soil and other 
debris left in the wake of Tomas. 
That exercise (in Bexon/Marc), Ar-
nold says, has cost the government 
well over four million dollars since 
October 2010. 
 The Bexon Marc watershed he 
says poses a peculiar challenge be-
cause of its sheer size and the num-
ber of landslides generated by last 
October’s downpour. The area he 
says spans Morne Fortune, Foresti-
erre, Sarrot, and the Barre de L’Isle.  
 Crews have also desilted the riv-
er in Malgretoute, Micoud which 
is also a large watershed area, and 
equally prone to flooding. Desilting 
works have also been undertaken at 
the Canaries and Soufriere rivers. 
 Because of the magnitude of the 
slide in Fond St Jacques, in Sou-

friere, the Chief Engineer says the 
expectation is that a lot of mate-
rial will continue to be deposited, 
for some time yet, necessitating 
desilting on a more regular basis. 
The last major deluge occurred 
in May 2011 and caused the Sou-
friere River to overflow its banks 
and wash away the road near 
the Soufriere hospital. The Min-
istry of Works Arnold says must 
continue desilting in Soufriere 
with an increased frequency in 
order to avoid repetitions of that 

event, and predicts that this will 
likely have to be maintained for 
a few years. Some areas remain 
inaccessible to heavy equipment 
he says, owing to the soggy un-
stable soil, some of which will 
continue to be washed away by 
heavy rains. The Government of 
Saint Lucia through the Ministry 
of Communications Works Trans-
port and Public Utilities contin-
ues to take pre-emptive steps to 
minimise the damage caused by 
flood water entering vulnerable 

communities while designing 
long term solutions to prepare 
and protect communities against 
future flooding. 
 To date Government has expend-
ed in excess of EC $25 Million on 
the post Tomas desilting campaign. 
Government is committed to the 
ongoing intensive desilting pro-
gramme, which by all indications 
will continue for years to come and 
amount to tens of millions of dollars 
as a result of the instability brought 
about by Hurricane Tomas. 
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Nemo Disaster Preparedness Feature

 Another hurricane season is 
here,  and like some before, it is 
predicted to be an active one with 
quite a number of named storms.   
 Though hurricanes generally 
come with some sort of warning, 
they are still a bit on the unpre-
dictable side and usually generate 
a strong “should I stay or should I 
go” debate as you ponder the best 
course of safety for your family.  A 
quick note here; don’t worry about 
what “category” a hurricane is.  If 
it is called a hurricane it is to be 
treated with respect just as a load-
ed gun is handled carefully regard-
less of the caliber.  
 We will cover some of the “stay 
or go” decision-making criteria 
for you below, but for now we will 
start by saying that under certain 
circumstances it is possible to shel-
ter in a safe place , if you know how 
to R.E.A.C.T.:
Reinforcement – Have you pre-
pared your home structurally in 
advance, even if it is just shutters?

Equipment – Do you have all the 
supplies you will need on hand, or 
are you waiting for the last minute?
Awareness – Do you have a way to 
track the storm, and do you have a 
way for others to track you?
Cautions – Are you aware of the 
various risks involved in staying in 
place in a hurricane?
Timeline – You will need to do sev-
eral things as the storm approach-
es, and timing is a factor.

Reinforcement
 Your proximity to the coast will 
dictate how strongly you need to 
reinforce your home.  The farther 
away you are, the less impact hur-
ricanes will usually have.  How-
ever, consider this:  You really can-
not use the word “usually” with 
hurricanes since their strength is 
always surprising.  Consider the 
following:
• Add working storm shutters, or 

if you can afford them, storm 

windows.  At the very least, if 
you choose to use something 
like plywood to cover your win-
dows have the material at your 
house even before hurricane 
season starts and have the piec-
es pre-cut, labeled, and ready to 
mount.  A good tutorial can be 
found at:  http://www.floridadi-
saster.org/mitigation/rcmp/hrg/
index.asp. 

• Reinforce your roof structure 
with additional 2x4 cross pieces 
held in place with structural 
adhesive, screws and angle 
brackets.  If you do an internet 
search for the term “hurricane 
retrofit” you will find numerous 
how-to articles complete with 
detailed instruction and photos.   
One such guide can be found 
at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
HAW2/pdf/hurricane_retrofit.
pdf. 

• In general, do anything to your 
home that you would also do 

to help protect the structure in 
an earthquake or other disaster.  
The stronger your shelter, the 
more protected you are against 
a variety of events.

• If you have a downstairs walk-
in closet, consider some struc-
tural enhancement by removing 
the sheetrock, adding in some 
extra 2x4 studs and replacing 
the sheetrock with 3/4 inch ply-
wood held in place with screws.  
It does not have the strength of a 
steel-reinforced concrete storm 
cellar, but it is a great way to fill 
the gap between having “all or 
nothing.”

• Next, are you close enough to 
the water to worry about storm 
surge where the winds push 
the surf ashore?  Are you in a 
low-lying area where torrential 
rains could cause flooding even 
if there is no storm surge?  If so, 
have you prepared your home 
for potential flooding and do 

your hurricane reaction plans 
including flooding as a compo-
nent of the event?

Equipment
 By having everything you need 
on hand in advance you do three 
things.  First, you save time, which 
is always an extremely valuable as-
set in an emergency.  Second, you 
are not in line at the store and in 
the way of those who weren’t wise 
enough to prepare in advance.  
Third, by getting your supplies ear-
ly, the grocery stores and gas sta-
tions have had a chance to restock 
so there is more on hand for those 
same last-minute people.
• “Equipment” includes all sup-

plies such as food, water, medi-
cations, and other necessary 
consumables.  It also means 
worlds more than just a “72 
hour kit.”

Continued on page 10

Part Three 
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Feature

For fifteen year old students 
Chad Goolaman and Linus 
Constantine, the decision 

to form a group designed to em-
power young people by encourag-
ing them to be and to do their best, 
was an easy one to reach. All they 
had to do was tune into any news 
broadcast or open any newspaper 
to become concerned about the ris-
ing number of young people be-
coming involved in crime or falling 
victim to crime or other vices. It is 
out of this concern that the vision 
for the Youth Action Group (YAG) 
was birthed. 
 The two young men from Forest-
ierre, know first hand the pressures 
of being a teenager in 2011 and had 
ample examples around them of 
the consequences of giving in to 
that pressure. Constantine and 
Goolaman realised that peer pres-
sure could also be a force for good, 
and determined to be the change 
they wanted to see in their world 
and among their peers. They want-
ed to make a positive difference, 
by encouraging, empowering and 
equipping young adults like them-
selves with the tools necessary to 
be successful in life. Both believe 
that by having these values, young 
adults will be better equipped to 
handle the many stresses brought 
on by modern living.
 This past July after months of 
planning, sleepless nights, sacri-
ficed weekends, pavement pound-
ing and door knocking, they 
conducted the first in what is ex-
pected to be a series of workshops 
to empower young people. The 
first workshop was held at the de-
partment of Youth and Sports Con-
ference Room at Barnard Hill and 
attracted 40 students from five sec-
ondary schools (Leon Hess Compre-
hensive Secondary School, Castries 
Comprehensive Secondary School, 
Sir Ira Simmons Secondary School, 
Bocage Secondary School, and the 
Entrepot Secondary School) for two 
full days of motivational talks and 
activities. Ten facilitators (from or-
ganisations like Monroe College, 
the Saint Lucia Social Development 
Fund (SSDF) the Department of 
Youth and Sports, The Red Cross, 
the Department of Gender Rela-
tions and Human Services) from a 
variety of backgrounds, presented 
on topics ranging from anger man-
agement to conflict resolution, all 
aimed at helping participants de-
velop what is best in them: their vi-

The Youth Action Group
Bringing Out the Best in Young People

sion, creative power. The response 
from the participants was phenom-
enal and Goolaman and Constan-
tine have begun work planning a 
second workshop scheduled for 
August eighth.
 This one is planned for the Minis-
try of Communications and Works 
Conference Room in Union and 
will run for five days. In addition 
the pair has planned a community 
clean up exercise and an open air 
youth meeting, featuring various 

speakers, as well as a series of open 
panel discussions to allow youth to 
discuss issues affecting, or of con-
cern to them. Disappointed that the 
first workshop only attracted six 
boys among the forty participants, 
Constantine says the group plans 
to undertake activities especially 
targeted at young males in 2012.
 In the meantime, the duo plans 
to take their empowering mes-
sage into schools and communities 
across the island and to mobilize 

young people at that level to set 
up branches of the YAG in their 
area.  The hope is that they can be 
a positive influence to their peers 
and encourage and teach them the 
benefits of working hard and the 
importance self worth.
 Linus Constantine one half of 
the two leaders of the Youth Action 
Group recently had the privilege of 
meeting with Prime Minister Ste-
phenson King during which time 
he was able to present their vision 

and the work undertaken to date. 
Prime Minister King was evidently 
impressed by the duo and request-
ed that they submit a proposal to 
him for possible funding support. 
Government is of the view that 
young and energetic minds like 
Linus and Chad need to be encour-
aged. Government stands ready 
to support progressive young per-
sons like Linus and Chad in achiev-
ing their goals of instilling positive 
thinking among our youth. 
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Work has com-
menced in Castries 
East to repair pot-

holes and improve roads in 
the constituency which were 
damaged by the recent harsh 
weather and unseasonable 
rains. These improvements 
are in direct response to the 
public’s concerns for priority 
to be given to road improve-
ments in the constituency, 
with particular emphasis 
given to the Pavee and Rock 
Hall roads. An inclusive ap-
proach has been taken in the 
community, allowing resi-
dents to be more involved in 
their own development.
 Roads are a priority in 
this area and a plan has been 
implemented, to address the 
deterioration in the network, 
starting with potholing 
works on the more heav-
ily trafficked thoroughfares.  
The potholes along the Rock 
Hall and Pavee roads were 
of particular concern to bus 
drivers travelling that route, 
and those have been filled. 
Drainage work has also 
been completed along the 
length of the Pavee and Rock 
Hall roads, in order to pre-

vent further water damage 
to these motorways. Once 
funds become available, the 
plan is to have these roads 
entirely paved.
 In the meantime and with-
in the resources which are 
available, the effort has been 
made to maintain a high 
standard of carriageways 
and pedestrian pavements 
in the constituency.  A num-
ber of footpaths have also 
been constructed in Castries 
East, giving residents better 
access to their homes. In the 
Rock Hall area in particular 
concrete paths were installed 
to give better access to am-
bulance and other emergen-
cy services. Drainage work 
done in the constituency 
shortly before the passage 
of hurricane Tomas has been 
credited for significantly re-
ducing the damage caused 
by the resulting heavy rains, 
and bridge repairs ensured 
residents were not entirely 
cut off from civilization or 
help, once the hurricane 
passed.
 Construction of proper 
drainage and access routes 
have got particular attention 

in light of last October’s hur-
ricane, in order to prevent 
flooding and to ease the 
problem of water making 
its way into people’s homes 
during heavy rains. Signifi-
cant work has been done in 
this regard in Black Mallet, 
Entrepot, Ravine Toutrelle, 
Bocage, Trou Rouge, Baga-
telle, and Rock Hall. Drain-
age is accepted as the proper 
way to control the penetra-
tion of rainwater through 
the foundation walls of these 
homes.

 Residents and other in-
terested parties play an im-
portant role through public 
consultation, in deciding 
how their community will 
develop and by making their 
views known and recom-
mending projects to be un-
dertaken in the constituency. 
These sort of public consulta-
tions have yielded calls for a 
variety of initiatives to be un-
dertaken in the community 
and highlights that Govern-
ment is reaching out to the 
grassroots in order to imple-
ment a bottom up approach 
to development that is both 
inclusive and consultative.

Construction of retaining wall in Marchand

Construction of retaining wall at Upper Pavee

Refurbished Black Mallet Bridge Railings

Construction of road at Rock Hall

Drainage works and foot path at Lower Rock Hall                               

Refurbishment of inner road at Bocage

Construction of steps and retaining wall at Bagatelle Construction of footpath at Maynard Hill

Construction of bridge & 
foot path at Lower Pavee

Foot path and drainage  works at Ravine Toutrelle  Improved Drainage Works at Black Mallet

Construction of steps at Trou Rouge 

Construction of side a walk along the Entrepot Road  
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It is said that rural women are 
the “backbone of the agri-
cultural sector across much 

of the developing world.” That 
fact led to the establishment 
of the Saint Lucia Network of 
Rural Women in 2003 with the 
support of the Inter-American 
Institute for Co-operation on 
Agriculture (IICA).
 The network was set up to en-
able and empower rural women 
to become self sufficient, and to 
get them to treat farming as a 
commercial activity. In order to 
afford food and other basic ex-
penses, women in rural commu-
nities have had to diversify their 
income by combining multiple 
forms of employment. The Net-
work has helped them to do 
that by moving from farming to 
agro-processing. It has helped 
them identify more lucrative 
markets and connect them to 
better growth opportunities.
 Nowhere has the programme 
been more successful than in 
Micoud, where a new genera-
tion of better-educated women 
cultivators are taking an increas-
ingly commercial approach to 
agriculture, and where the at-
titudes of the over fifty partici-
pating farm women and their 
families toward change in work 
and family roles has undergone 
a radical transformation.
 President of the Micoud 
Cluster of the Saint Lucia Net-
work of Rural Women, Carmen 
Nurse, says participation in the 
Network has raised the status of 
these women in their homes and 
in the community. Education, 
skills development and tech-
nical training have been criti-
cal to their success. Months of 
rigorous training in everything 
from food preservation to label-
ling and marketing, have trans-
formed them, in their eyes and 
in their neighbours’ eyes, from 
mere farmers and mothers, to 
competent business women.
 With training from the IICA, 
The Micoud Cluster of the Saint 
Lucia Network of Rural Women 
have began cultivating bigger 
and better crops than normal 
and are preparing themselves 
to supply both local and CARI-
COM markets. The variety of 
crops and products among the 

Saint Lucia Network of Rural Women Micoud Cluster

Empowering Rural Women to become Entrepreneurs
members is pretty extensive; 
bananas plantain, vegetables, 
pineapples and other fruit, cas-
sava and its various derivatives, 
prunes, cheeses, fudges, bread 
sticks, jams, jellies, pickles, 
chips, various beverages and 
punches, and craft.
 Nurse says the cluster is en-
gaged in negotiations with the 
Ministry of Agriculture for the 
acquisition and use of the Anse 
Ger Agro-Processing Plant which 
they hope to make their base of 
operation. It will take much of the 
processing activity from private 
homes, from cottage industries, 
to a more corporate organisation 
setting. She says Micoud already 
has a thriving cottage industry 
with ample room for expansion 
but the ultimate plan is to move 
into commercial production. 
This is critical to attaining their 
goal of HACCP certification for 
their products.
 She says funding remains one 
of the major obstacles faced by 
the group; that, along with the 
absence of a suitable processing 
facility from which to operate. 
The lack of a proper base of 
operation Nurse believes has 
hurt the organisation, in its abil-
ity to meet demand and to keep 
members’ interest. The Micoud 
Cluster’s participation in the 
fortnightly Craft and Farm-
ers’ Market has provided much 
needed exposure for members. 
The Craft and Farmers Market 
was organized by a small group 
of artists and held at Rodney 
Bay every other Saturday. It pro-
vided a place for artists, small 
farmers and agro-processors to 
display and sell their products. 
Homecoming 2010 presented 
a similar opportunity, with the 
return to the island of thou-
sands of Saint Lucians resident 
abroad. Orders emanating from 
these activities unfortunately 
could not be met because of the 
lack of proper infrastructure to 
produce the desired quantities.
 Despite the setbacks and 
challenges the group has en-
joyed some success. Among 
its accomplishments is the pro-
vision of members, (many of 
whom are single parents), with 
an opportunity to seize pro-
ductive employment. Nurse is 

proud of the group’s provision 
of skills and technical training 
to members. This she says has 
helped increase their prosperity 
and improve the well-being of 
the women, while strengthening 
their leadership roles in their 
homes and in the community. 
More women she says are now 
making a comfortable living for 

themselves and their families 
from agro- processing. 
 “Now they see themselves 
as business people and not just 
farmers or mothers. They have 
been open to learning new 
skills and techniques, to being 
corrected and to new opportuni-
ties. Once you can change the 
mindset of people…change the 

minds of mothers especially, 
you can change the minds of 
the entire household. So we are 
not just changing the lives of 
our members, we are changing 
the lives of their families and 
by extension an entire commu-
nity…” she says.
 The Government of Saint 
Lucia salutes the Micoud Clus-

ter of the Saint Lucia Network 
of Rural Women. The com-
missioning of Agro Process-
ing Plants in Fond Assau and 
Anse Ger is part of an overall 
strategy by Government to fa-
cilitate the growth of commu-
nity based enterprises like that 
being pursued by the Micoud 
group.  
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The Government of 
Saint Lucia as part 
of its commitment to 

lifting thousands out of ex-
treme poverty, which is its 
key priority, has increased 
the amount of welfare pay-
ments made to the island’s 
most needy under its Public 
Assistance Programme. This 
refers to the cash transfer 
scheme undertaken though 
the Welfare Department of 
the Ministry of Health, Hu-
man Services, Family Affairs 
& Gender Relations, that 
pays up to $375.00 a month, 
usually to single mothers, 
depending on their income 
and number of children.
 In return, they must en-
sure their children attend 
school and access medical 
dental and ophthalmic ser-
vices. The department also 
works in collaboration with 
other agencies like Saint 
Lucia Social Development 

Fund (SSDF) and the Minis-
try of Education to provide 
school book assistance and 
uniform allowance to affect-
ed children. 
 According to Anthony 
Ferdinand Welfare Officer, in 
the  Ministry of Health, Hu-
man Services, Family Affairs 
& Gender Relations, one of 
the key objectives of the Pub-
lic Assistance Programme, is 
to ensure the most destitute, 
especially children,  can ac-
cess these programmes. 
 In 1995 the rate of as-
sistance was $40 a month 
for a single person house-
hold, $60.00 for two person 
households, $80.00 for three 
persons, $100.00 for four 
persons and $120.00 for five 
persons. There were two ad-
ditional increases effected 
over a ten (10) year period.
 The current Government 
has had the record of imple-

menting two increase during 
a three year period, first in 
2008 and then again in 2010. 
An outline of the increases 
over the years is reflected in 
the table below. 
 The increases imple-
mented by the current Ad-
ministration represents 
Government’s appreciation 
of changes in the cost of liv-
ing and its desire to assist 
persons living in extreme 
poverty improve their cir-
cumstances. It also marks 
another significant step in 
a programme which has 
evolved over the years.
 When the Public Assis-
tance Programme was first 
established, it was geared 
primarily toward under-
privileged older persons, 
inclusive of those with dis-
abilities or suffering from 
certain mental illnesses. 
Over the years, younger per-
sons have been discovered to 

be in need of assistance and 
the programme expanded to 
meet that need. 
 The Public Assistance 
programme is administered 
by four officers who cover 
eight geographical regions 
on the island. They conduct 
assessments of all new appli-
cants and regular reviews of 
existing cases to determine 
eligibility for assistance. 
Eligibility,  Ferdinand says 
is determined by consider-
ation of a number of factors, 
including housing condi-
tions, health conditions, fi-
nancial capacity, education, 
and family size. Currently 
the department is servicing 
2,500 cases, which repre-
sents approximately 5,000 
beneficiaries.
 Mr. Ferdinand says there 
are many extra benefits 
available to certain people 
getting a social public as-
sistance payment, including 

free medical services, rang-
ing from doctors’ visits to 
surgery, eye examinations 
and glasses, as well as burial 
assistance services in some 
cases.
 The adjustments in the 
five (5) categories which the 
programme covers reflect in-
creases (over the three year 
period) in the respective cat-
egories as follows: EC $85.00 
– single person household; 
EC $100.00 – two person 
household; EC $110.00 – 
three person household; EC 
$115.00 – five person house-
hold; and EC $125.00 – five 
person household.  Govern-
ment is currently engaged 
in discussions on legisla-
tive reform which would 
reshape the framework of 
social security and welfare 
provisions. This is part of 
its commitment to improve 
the living standards of the 
poorest as quickly as pos-

Government Committed to Fighting Poverty
Increases Public Assistance Rates

sible. The implementation of 
two significant increases of a 
period of just three years is a 
demonstration of a Govern-
ment that is empathetic to 
the needs of the less fortu-
nate among us.

Anthony Ferdinand 
Welfare Officer

INCREASES IN PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BETWEEN THE PERIOD 1995 - 2010 
 
Categories 
Of 
Households 

1995 1999 2005 2008 2010 

Public 
Assistance 
rates in 
1995  

Public Assistance rate increase 
took effect in April 1999 

Public Assistance rate increase 
took effect in June 2005 

Public Assistance rate 
increase took effect in August 
2008 

Public Assistance rate 
increase took effect in 
October 2010 

Rate  Last 
Rate 

Increase New 
Rate 

Last 
Rate  

Increase New 
Rate 

Last 
Rate  

Increase New 
Rate 

Last 
Rate  

Increase New 
Rate 

Single 
Person 

$40 $40 $20 $60 $60 $25 $85 $85 $50 $135 $135 $35 $170 

Two 
Persons 

$60 $60 $30 $90 $90 $35 $125 $125 $55 $180 $180 $45 $225 

Three 
Persons 

$80 $80 $40 $120 $120 $45 $165 $165 $55 $220 $220 $55 $275 

Four 
Persons 

$100 $100 $50 $250 $250 $50 $200 $200 $50 $250 $250 $65 $315 

Five 
Persons 

$120 $120 $60 $180 $180 $70 $250 $250 $50 $300 $300 $75 $375 
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•	 If	 you	 can	 afford	 a	 gas-
powered	 generator	 we	
highly	 recommend	 you	
have	 one.	 	 If	 not,	 go	 to	
your	 favorite	 auto	 sup-
ply,	hardware,	or	“mega-
mart”	 store	 and	 get	 a	
“power	inverter”	for	your	
vehicle.		It	will	let	you	run	
an	AC	appliance	by	plug-
ging	this	gizmo	into	your	
car’s	 cigarette	 lighter	
adapter.	 	 Get	 the	 largest	
size	 you	 can	 afford.	 	 It	
will	not	run	much,	but	 if	
it	can	run	your	refrigera-
tor,	it	will	help	with	food	
storage	for	a	bit.

•	 Since	 flame-based	 light	
sources	 can	 be	 danger-
ous	in	emergencies,	make	
sure	you	have	flashlights,	
batteries,	 and	 so	 forth.		
We	recommend	you	have	
several	inexpensive	flash-
lights	 than	 only	 one	 or	
two	 of	 the	 high-priced	
varieties.

Awareness
 In	this	case,	awareness	is	a	
double-edged	 sword.	 	 First,	
you	 will	 want	 to	 remain	
aware	 of	 where	 the	 storm	
is	as	it	heads	your	way,	and	
second,	 you	will	want	 fam-
ily	and	friends	to	be	able	 to	
keep	up	with	you	now	 that	
you	have	made	the	decision	
to	stay	put.
•	 Determine	which	of	your	
available	 radio	and	 tele-
vision	 stations	 will	 be	
monitoring	 the	 storm’s	
progress	and	can	tell	you	
things	 such	 as	 distance	
to	 your	 area,	 whether	
or	 not	 there	 are	 storm	
surge	 warnings,	 etc.	 Of	
the	 national	 stations,	
“The	 Weather	 Channel”	
online	 at	 www.weather.
com,	 is	 always	 a	 good	
bet.

•	 Notify	 an	 out-of-area	
friend	 or	 family	 mem-

ber	 (the	 person	 who	 is	
or	should	be	your	family	
emergency	 contact	 and	
who	 won’t	 be	 affected	
by	 the	hurricane)	and	 let	
them	know	you’ve	decid-
ed	to	stay	put.		Develop	a	
hierarchy	of	communica-
tion	methods.		Incorporate	
cell	 phones,	 land	 lines,	
email,	family	websites	(or	
something	like	Facebook,	
Twitter,	 or	 MySpace),	 or	
official	 emergency	 fam-
ily	notification	 sites	 such	
as	 those	 the	 Red	 Cross	
will	activate	after	a	disas-
ter.		In	other	words,	make	
sure	 you	 have	 plenty	 of	
ways	 to	 communicate	
whether	you	are	okay	or	
need	some	sort	of	help.

•	 Do	 the	 same	 with	 local	
friends	and	neighbors.		If	
you	have	decided	to	stay,	
make	 an	 agreement	 to	
check	 up	 on	 each	 other	
afterward	 and	 that	 each	

knows	how	to	get	in	touch	
with	the	other’s	emergen-
cy	family	contact

•	 For	neighbor	to	neighbor	
communication	 consider	
getting	 a	 pair	 of	 radios.	
You	will	need	something	
like	 this	 in	 case	 the	 cell	
towers	are	down	and	the	
land-line	 phones	 don’t	
work.

Cautions
 Though	this	article	is	about	
staying	home	and	riding	out	
the	storm,	it	is	a	decision	we	
wouldn’t	take	lightly	and	we	
urge	you	to	consider	all	your	
options	 before	 deciding	 to	
stay.		Consider	the	following	
as	part	of	your	“stay	or	go”	
decision.
•	 Always	 remember	 that	
there	is	never	a	guarantee	
that	 an	 emergency	 is	go-
ing	to	be	your	only	emer-
gency.	 	 So,	 consider	 this:		
When	riding	out	the	storm	

remember	 that	 you’ll	 be	
cut	off	from	other	servic-
es.	 	 The	power	 company	
cannot	come	out	and	turn	
the	 lights	 back	 on,	 the	
plumber	 can’t	 help	 you	
when	flood	waters	 cause	
sewage	to	back	up	in	your	
house,	 and	 if	 one	 of	 the	
kids	 injures	 themselves,	
it’s	doubtful	you’ll	be	able	
to	drive	to	the	emergency	
room.		Give	good	thought	
to	 the	 things	 you	 may	
endure	 as	 a	major	 storm	
plows	 through	your	area	
and	be	sure	you	are	ready	
to	handle	them.

•	 If	 you	 are	 debating	 your	
stay	 or	 go	 decision,	 do	
not	 wait	 too	 long	 or	 the	
evacuation	routes	will	be	
massive	 traffic	 jams	and/
or	 closed,	 and	 the	 deci-
sion	 will	 be	 made	 for	
you.

•	 If	 you	 cannot	 take	 any	
(or	 even	 many)	 of	 the	

steps	 we	 have	 outlined	
for	you	here,	then	maybe	
you	should	at	 least	 leave	
your	 house	 and	 go	 stay	
at	 another	 location	 bet-
ter	 suited	 and	 equipped	
to	 protect	 you	 from	 the	
weather.

Timeline
 Some	 things	 you	 need	 to	
do	well	in	advance	of	a	ma-
jor	 storm	 and	 some	 things	
have	 to	 wait	 until	 the	 last	
minute.	 	 In	 any	 event,	with	
something	as	large	and	dan-
gerous	as	a	hurricane,	 there	
are	always	details	 that	need	
to	be	tended	to	and	you	have	
to	 consider	 your	 timing	 in	
the	process.		

About the Author:  Paul Purcell is 
a terrorism and natural disaster 
preparedness consultant in At-
lanta, GA.  He’s also the author 
of “Disaster Prep 101” found at 

www.disasterprep101.com.  	
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In	 April	 this	 year	 the	Government	 of	 Saint	
Lucia	announced	the	ap-

pointment	 of	 Dr.	 Gale	 T.C.	
Rigobert	as	the	newest	Gov-
ernment	 Senator.	 A	 former	
lecturer	 at	 the	 University	
of	 the	 West	 Indies,	 St.	 Au-
gustine	 campus,	 and	 more	
recently	advisor,	in	the	Min-
istry	 of	 Finance,	 Economic	
Affairs	 and	National	Devel-
opment,	 Gale	 Rigobert	 was	
relatively	 unknown	 to	 the	
wider	 Saint	 Lucian	 public.	
By	 her	 own	 admission,	 she	
liked	 it	 that	way,	 preferring	
to	 work	 behind	 the	 scenes,	
but	all	of	that	changed	with	
her	appointment.
 Born	 and	 raised	 in	 Mi-
coud,	 she	 developed	 an	 in-
terest	in	politics	from	an	ear-
ly	age	and	became	a	member	
of	the	United	Workers	Party	
Youth	 Arm	 in	 Castries	 (as	
there	 was	 no	 youth	 arm	 in	
Micoud	 North	 at	 the	 time).		
Her	 involvement	 in	 the	 or-
ganisation	created	an	oppor-
tunity	to	interact	with	young	
people	who	like	herself	had	
developed	an	interest	in	pol-
itics	and	led	to	her	represent-
ing	 the	 island	 at	 two	 youth	
parliament	 debates,	 one	 in	
Saint	 Lucia,	 and	 another	 in	
Saint	 Vincent.	 That	 experi-
ence	 she	 says	 was	 a	 good	
training	ground	and	helped	
in	part	to	prepare	her	for	her	
career	as	a	politician.
 Apart	 from	 her	 love	 of	

politics,	 one	 other	 thing	
that	 has	 not	 changed	 over	
the	 years	 is	 her	 passion	 for	
young	people	and	the	issues	
affecting	them.	As	she	inter-
acts	with	them,	she	says,	one	
of	the	things	she	has	realised	
is	 that	 their	 concerns	 have	
not	 changed	 dramatically	
over	the	years	either,	and	for	

her,	that’s	very	telling.	
 “The	 youth	 have	 a	 sense	
of	 what	 they	 want.	 They’re	
always	 vying	 for	 a	 place	 at	
the	table.	They	want	to	par-
ticipate	and	influence	policy	
or	 politics.	 The	 substantive		
needs	 of	 young	 people	 do	
not	 change	 necessarily.	 The	
cosmetic	 manifestation	 of	

those	 needs	 is	what	 I	 think	
changes.	And	 I’m	 glad	 that	
there	is	this	energy	in	young	
people	 that	 I	 think	we	need	
to	 tap	 into	 and	 capitalise	
upon.		If	it	is	that	young	peo-
ple	 are	 asking	 for	 avenues	
to	 channel	 their	 exuberance	
we’ve	got	 to	encourage	and	
facilitate	them…”	she	says.
 Senator	 Rigobert	 believes	
her	appointment	to	the	Sen-
ate	 puts	 her	 in	 a	 position	
to	 make	 a	 difference	 in	 the	
lives	 of	 the	 young	 people	
she	 cares	 so	 much	 about.	
Being	 allowed	 into	 the	 hal-
lowed	corridors	of	the	upper	
house	 she	 says,	 allows	 her	
a	first	hand	look	at	 the	evo-
lutionary	 process	 of	 policy	
and	 legislation	 and	 a	 space	
within	 which	 to	 articulate	
on	behalf	of	the	youth,	single	
mothers,	 the	 unemployed,	
the	elderly	and	the	economi-
cally	disadvantage.

 The	 transition	 from	 be-
hind	the	scenes	to	public	life	
was	a	significant	one	for	her.	
While	having	had	the	unique	
advantage	 of	 working	 be-
hind	 the	 scenes,	 and	having	
a	grasp	of	the	inner	workings	
of	the	Parliament	and	Senate	
–their	 role	 and	 the	 proce-
dures	 –	 the	 reality	 of	 being	
a	part	 of	 the	process	was	 at	
first	a	bit	overwhelming.
 “Funny	 enough	 though,	
from	the	time	I	was	a	child	I	
always	 followed	 Parliamen-

tary	 debates,	 especially	 the	
budget	debate	on	the	televi-
sion.	 So	 somewhere	 in	 my	
imagination	 I	 had	 a	 vague	
sense	of	what	normally	goes	
on,	but	being	in	the	real	thing	
of	course	is	markedly	differ-
ent	 from	what	might	 reside	
in	 one’s	 imagination,”	 she	
remarks.

 Though	 honoured	 and	
humbled	to	have	been	asked	
to	 serve	 as	 a	 Senator,	 Gale	
Rigobert	says	she	feels	a	tre-
mendous	 responsibility	 to	
uphold	the	honour	of	the	of-
fice	especially	in	light	of	the	
resulting	 public	 and	 media	
attention.	Attention	she	says	
that	 has	 forced	 her	 to	 kiss	
good	 bye,	 to	 the	 anonym-
ity	 she	 loved	 so	much.	 	 She	
does	find	 some	 comfort	 she	
says,	 in	 the	 realisation	 that	
the	interest	 is	not	in	her	per	
se,	and	has	more	to	do	with	
the	novelty	factor	of	her	ap-
pointment.
 Aware	of	references	to	her	
in	the	media	as	the	new	“fe-
male”	 Senator,	 she	 says	 she	
is	 not	 bothered	 by	 the	 con-
stant	reference	to	her	gender,	
providing	 the	 adjective	 is	
not	 a	 conscious	 or	 subcon-
scious	 attempt	 to	 “box	 in,”	
“limit,”	or	“set	parameters	or	
boundaries...”	
 Despite	 all	 that	 has	 been	
said	about	women	and	poli-
tics	the	new	Senator	remains	
optimistic	about	the	future	of	

women	in	the	political	arena;	
once	 they	 can	 get	 past	 the	
negative	 connotation,	which	
regrettably,	 it	 sometimes	 it	
carries.

 “Politics	 has	 become	 al-
most	synonymous	with	mud	
slinging	 and	 the	 sullying	 of	
one’s	 character	 and	 name…
and	 that’s	 unfortunate.	 But	
if	we	all	shy	away	to	the	pe-
riphery	 because	 of	 that,	 it’s	
almost	 as	 if	 it’s	 doomed	 to	
be	 that	 way	 forever.	 I	 think	
notwithstanding	 the	 mud	
slinging	and	sullying	of	one’s	
character,	 in	 time	 the	world	
will	come	to	se	who	you	are	
and	respect	you	for	who	you	
are.	 And	 if	 you	 can	 stand	
tall;	if	you	can	stand	upright;	
then	that	will	speak	for	itself,	
despite	the	mudslinging	you	
would	 have	 been	 subjected	
to	during	the	campaign,”	she	
explains.
 Women	 she	 says	 are	 likely	
always	 going	 to	 be	 held	 to	 a	
higher	moral,	ethical,	and	even	
intellectual	standard	than	men.	
She	 says:	 “I’ve	 set	 some	 high	
standards	 for	 myself	 which	
I’ve	tried	to	live	by	and	I	see	no	
reason	why	I	should	abandon	
those	 now.	 So	 I	 have	 a	 very	
good	 sense	 of	 the	 parameters	
within	 which	 I	 operate	 and	
which	my	conscience	can	 live	
with,	and,	I	don’t	imagine	that	
that	 is	 going	 to	 change	 over-
night	 because	 I’ve	 changed	
professions…”

Gale TC Rigobert - Thrust into the Spotlight

Hurricane Preparation Tips for Riding out the Storm 
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The results of two thou-
sand, eight hundred and 
fifteen students who sat 

the 2011 Common Entrance Ex-
amination have been analyzed.  
Of these, one Thousand three 
hundred and eighty-seven 
(1387) were male and one thou-
sand four hundred and twenty-
eight (1428) were female.  
 The average composite 
scores ranged from 13.33% to 
95.67%.  The national mean was 
61.73% - an increase of 2.91% 
compared to the 2010 national 
mean of 58.82%. One thousand 
five hundred and twenty-eight 
(1528) or 54.28% of the candi-
dates scored at or above the 
national mean, while one thou-
sand two hundred and eighty-
seven (1287) scored below the 
mean. 
 Two thousand, six hundred 
and ninety-five (2695) can-
didates were assigned to the 
twenty (20) secondary schools.  
One hundred and twenty 
(120) candidates were UNAS-
SIGNED.  
 Candidates are deemed UN-

2011 Common Entrance Registers 
Improved Performance
ASSIGNED, if their average com-
posite scores do not fall within the 
range of scores for the secondary 
schools of their choice.

PERFORMANCE BY SEX 
 Of the students assigned to sec-
ondary schools, 51% (1428) were 
females and 49% (1387) were males.  
Both males and females attained 
over 50% mean performances in 
all the three areas namely English 
Language, Mathematics and Gen-
eral Paper.  

SUBJECT PERFORMANCE 
 The national mean performance 
in each subject area recorded an 
increase in performance in this 
year’s examination.  General Pa-
per recorded the highest national 
mean of 66.08%, which represented 
a 7% increase over last year.  The 
Mathematics Paper recorded ap-
proximately 2% increase while the 
English Language Paper, recorded 
less than 1%. In Mathematics and 
the General Paper all components 
recorded means of over 50%.

In the English Language, all areas 

with the exception of Comprehen-
sion recorded a mean of over 50%. 
Overall, the highest mean of 81.4% 
was recorded in Word Usage while 
the lowest mean of 45.5% was re-
corded in Comprehension.

TOP PERFORMERS 
 The eleven (11) top performing 
candidates for the 2011 Common 
Entrance Examination came from 
ten (10) primary schools on the 
island.  This group of candidates 
comprised six (6) females and five 
(5) males with scores ranging from 
94.00% to 95.67%. 
 Jevon S. Charles of the Camille 
Henry Memorial topped the list 
with the highest score of 95.67 pass-
ing for St. Mary’s College. Michelle 
Porath of the Dugard Combined,  
scored 95.00 and has been assigned 
to the Choiseul Secondary School. 
Jyasi R Daniel of the Bonne Terre 
Preparatory School scored 94.67 to 
enter St. Mary’s College and placed 
third.  Medhini Urs of the Mon-
tessori Centre, tied for third place 
and was assigned to Saint Joseph’s 
Convent.  Other top performers are 
listed below.

DISTRICTS’ PERFORMANCE 
 The means of the districts ranged 
from 57.35% to 66.02%.  Districts 1, 
2, 6 and 7 attained means greater 
than the national mean of 61.73%.
 Distict 1- includes; Babonneau 
Primary; Balata Primary; Boguis 
Combined; Bonne Terre Preparato-
ry; Dame Pearlette Louisy Primary; 
Desbarras Combined; Fond Assau 
Combined; Grand Riviere Prima-
ry; Gros-Islet Primary; La Guerre 
Combined; Monchy Combined 
and the Montessori Centre.
 District 2, includes Vide Boutielle 
Primary; Camile Henry Memorial; 
Carmen Rene Memorial; Anglican 
Primary; and Methodist Primary.
 District 6 includes; Desruis-
seaux Combined; Blanchard Com-
bined; Belle Vue Combined; Pierrot 
Combined; Plain View Combined;  
Grace Combined; Augier Com-
bined; Vigier Primary, and Vieux-
Fort Primary.
 District 7 includes; Delcer Com-
bined;  Mongouge Combined, Re-
union Primary; Dugard Combined; 
Roblot Combined; River Doree 
Combined; Piaye Combined; Sal-

tibus Combined;  Banse La 
Grace Combined;  Laborie Girls 
Primary and Laborie Boys Pri-
mary

SCHOOLS’ PERFORMANCE
 A total of sixty-eight (68) 
schools wrote this year’s exami-
nation.  Thirty-six (36) schools 
attained means above the na-
tional mean.  Thirty (30) of 
these schools were public and 
six (6) were private.  
 The Ministry of Education 
and the Government of Saint 
Lucia commends all success-
ful students who sat the 2011 
Common Entrance Examina-
tion. We particularly commend 
all leading students and their 
parents as well as the teachers 
who contributed to their exem-
plary performance. The Minis-
try and Government continue 
to provide the necessary policy 
and material support that is 
essential to enable improved 
performances and excellence 
from our students and teach-
ers. CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ALL! 

The eleven (11) top performing candidates for the 2011 Common Entrance Examination 
came from ten (10) primary schools on the island.  This group of candidates comprised 
six (6) females and five (5) males with scores ranging from 94.00% to 95.67%.  

Jevon S. Charles of the Camille Henry Memorial topped the list with the highest score of 
95.67 passing for St. Mary’s College. Michelle Porath of the Dugard Combined,  scored 
95.00 and has been assigned to the Choiseul Secondary School. Jyasi R Daniel of the 
Bonne Terre Preparatory School scored 94.67 to enter St. Mary’s College and placed 
third.  Medhini Urs of the Montessori Centre, tied for third place and was assigned to 
Saint Joseph’s Convent.  Other top performers are listed below. 
 

RANK NAME SEX PRIMARY SCHOOL SCORE 
% 

ASSIGNMENT 

1 Jevon S Charles M Camille Henry Memorial 95.67 St. Mary's College 

2 Michelle Porath F Dugar Combined 95.00 Choiseul Secondary 

3 Jyasi R Daniel M Bonne Terre Preparatory 94.67 St. Mary's College 

3 Medhini Urs F The Montessori Centre 94.67 St. Joseph's Convent 

5 Rohan W Alfred M St. Aloysius RC Boys 
Primary 

94.33 St. Mary's College 

5 Euclyn Amorsingh F Ti Rocher Combined (Mic) 94.33 Vieux Fort Comprehensive 
(A) 

5 Rochelle Emmanuel F Morne Du Don Combined 94.33 Castries Comprehensive 

5 Trisanne A 
Frederick 

F Ave Maria Primary 94.33 St. Joseph's Convent 

5 Dion J Recai M Carmen Rene Memorial 94.33 St. Mary's College 

10 Marcell L Biscette M Reunion Primary 94.00 Choiseul Secondary 

10 Shekeena F Dantzie F Morne Du Don Combined 94.00 Castries Comprehensive 

 
 
 
DISTRICTS’ PERFORMANCE 
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Please email your comments or questions to: nationalreview@pm.gov.lc

The Department of Fisheries 
within the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Lands, Forestry 

and Fisheries, in collaboration 
with the St Lucia Fish Market-
ing Corporation and the Castries 
Fishermen’s Cooperative, is host-
ing the first ever Sustainable 
Seafood festival called: “Pweson 
Nou” (Our Fish). The event will 
take place on August 1st, 2011 
from 11am to 7pm and is open to 
the general public.  The festival 
is expected to be a cheerful, all 
encompassing seafood eating ex-
perience, which showcases Saint 
Lucia’s seafood products, culi-
nary trends and the nutritional 
value of seafood, in addition to 
promoting sustainable fisheries 
practices.  Fishermen’s Coopera-
tives from around the island and 
the National Fisherfolk Coopera-
tive Society are also assisting in 
staging the event.
 The festival is being put on spe-
cifically to help increase apprecia-
tion for, and the purchase of, local 
seafood as substitutes for import-
ed seafood products; to increase 
awareness of what it means to have 
a sustainable fishing sector and 
to increase people’s knowledge of 
fisheries conservation measures 
and relevant laws; and to promote 
the sustainable use and conserva-
tion of fisheries resources.
 It is hoped that all members of 
the public will come to the event 
to sample delicious seafood that 
have been sustainably caught or 
‘farmed’ in Saint Lucia.  The idea is 
also to promote the consmpton of 
local fish and other seafood that are 
sustainably caught and processed, 
while supporting local producers 
and manufacturers of local fish and 
seafood products.  
 At the festival, there will be 
demonstrations of safe handling 
methods and fish preparation 
techniques, along with lessons on 
determining if fish is fit for human 
consumption.  Other demonstra-
tions will focus on innovative ways 

PWESON NOU – Saint Lucia’s 
Sustainable Seafood Festival 

to prepare fish and other seafood, 
such as squid. 
 The day’s activities will include 
short boat tours on fishing vessels 
for a small fee, and interactive ses-
sions/discussions conducted by 
innovative and highly skilled fish-
ers, on subjects such as “how to 
use fishing gear sustainably,” and 
“how to fish responsibly and en-
sure your safety at sea”.

 There will be educational booths 
hosted by various Government 
and private sector agencies and the 
National Skills Development Cen-
tre. These booths will promote the 
nutritional value of fish, and the 
health and safety considerations 
when purchasing fish, and fish 
aquariums. There will be displays 
on sustainable fishing, aspects 
of marine conservation, innova-
tive technologies and approaches, 
creative fish products (which will 
include tastings for a small price), 
etc. Well known “Fish Fry” ven-
dors and caterers from around 
the island will demonstrate how 
they prepare creative local seafood 
dishes, and these will be on sale for 
persons to enjoy. 
 The event will also feature a 
cooking competition between 
skilled local chefs using a surprise 
local fish/seafood ingredient.  An-
other exciting feature will be a 
“Coal-Pot Cook-Out” Competition 
with the various fish fry vendors 
(Anse la Raye, Dennery, Gros islet) 
and various Government ministry 
teams competing in a fun atmo-
sphere, also using a surprise sea-
food ingredient. 
 Marine/fisheries-related craft 
items will be on display and for 
sale, as will smoked/other fish 
products.
 The event takes place on Monday 
August 1st 2011, on the grounds of 
the Department of Fisheries and 
the St Lucia Fish Marketing Corpo-
ration.  It will be open from 11:00 
am to 7:00 pm.




