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The Government of 
Saint Lucia under the 
leadership of Prime 
Minister Stephenson 

King has acted in a bold and 
decisive manner to ensure that 
the safety and security of our 
country is not compromised. 
These sentiments were further 
emphasized during an address 
to the nation (see full message 
on pages 10 & 11) on Sunday, 
May 30th, 2010, to present 
his Government’s response to 
crime, Prime Minister King 
announced a number of mea-
sures which included changes 
in the leadership of the Royal 
Saint Lucia Police Force. The 
address came following a 
marked increase in incidences 
of gun related crime within 
certain sections of the Castries 
basin. The Saint Lucian leader 
had earlier described these de-
velopments as “intolerable” 
and went on to state: “We will 
be taking the strongest possi-

ble action to tackle the spectre of 
crime in St Lucia”. Prime Minister 
King declared then: “The crimi-
nals must be made to retreat”. 
 The measures announced by 
Prime Minister King received 
widespread support from the Saint 
Lucian public who have expressed 
a sigh of relief and hope that the 
Police will rise to the challenge 
of confronting manifestations of 
crime in Saint Lucia. 
 During a Press Conference held 
on Monday, May 31st to introduce 
the new leadership of the Police 
Force, the Ag. Police Commission-
er Vernon Francios commended 
the Government for displaying 
confidence in the existing local re-
sources within the institution. The 
new Commissioner in a very pas-
sionate manner promised to put 
“more boots on the streets”. He 
highlighted a number of areas for 
attention including: restoring pub-
lic confidence in the police, setting 
and assuring professional stan-
dards across the board, efficiency 

in managing and maximiz-
ing available resources and 
a promise to “pursue crimi-
nals in a relentless manner”. 
 The new Commissioner 
and his top brass have al-
ready taken decisive action 
in a number of areas. These 
include: armed patrols of hot 
spots, a first ever meeting in 
ten years with the rank and 
file of the Police Force, resto-
ration of khaki uniforms for 
gazetted Officers and con-
ducting a special meeting 
with reserve police officers 
to examine their deploy-
ment as part of the strategy 
to combat crime. 
 Government assures all 
Saint Lucians of its deter-
mination and commitment 
to confront the scourge of 
crime. The support and 
partnership of all patriotic 
Saint Lucians is required in 
this fight. 
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Minister Montoute wel-
comes the initiative by 
the SSDF which has 

sponsored some 200 young people 
under the HOPE Programme from 
various communities in collabora-
tion with Black Heart and LIME. 
The young people are going to be 
ambassadors for the promotion of 
sports as a vehicle against crime 
thereby inculcating the necessary 
values of team work, fair play etc 
in the youth which will no doubt 

Scoring goals Against Crime

auger well for the future.  
 Fighting crime does not only 
involve the law enforcement as-
pect but there are several dimen-
sions including the social and de-
velopmental aspects as well. This 
initiative will go a long way in 
helping to foster a greater sense 
of awareness and consciousness 
among the young people.  The 
Executive Director of the SSDF 
Mr. Joachim Henry strongly be-
lieves this programme will allow 

young people to demonstrate 
through their attitude on and off 
the field what good citizens are 
made of. Such character traits are 
ideal for developing a peaceful, 
harmonious and integrated so-
ciety where all can interact with 
each other.
 The intention is to harness the 
non violence and positive behav-
iour traits of the youth in vari-
ous communities through sports, 
which in this case is a football 
tournament. There are 16 teams 
and a child is peered to a team to 
function as ambassadors to reflect 
the positive message throughout 
the competition and serve as the 
medium through which good and 
positive attitudes and behaviours 
can be harnessed, developed and 
emulated.
 This idea of scoring goals 
against crime is an investment in 
the youth of this nation through 
the initiative that seeks to pro-
vide holistic opportunities for 
personal empowerment (HOPE).

SSDF Social initiative slogan 
for fighting crime Youth in full splendor at SSDF/Blackheart football competition

Target prices for scoring goals against crime

  

Acting Commissioner 
of Police 

new rodney Bay police Station

 Six months ago the sod turn-
ing ceremony for the construc-
tion of a new Police Station at 
Rodney Bay took place. The Rod-
ney Bay Community comprising 
of the SLHTA, the Rodney Bay 
Community Association and the 
Rodney Bay Village Association, 
came together to realize this most 

new Acting police Chief outlines 
His Vision For the police Force 

and Confronting Crime

 Acting Commissioner of Po-
lice Vernon Francios has taken 
up the challenge of his new ap-
pointment with a degree of de-
termination and passion that 
promises much for improve-
ment of the Police Force. The 
new Commissioner has been 
articulating his vision for the 
Police Force against the back-
drop of a recent proliferation 
of gun related criminal activity 
within sections of the Castries 
basin.
 The recently appointed Po-
lice Commissioner indicated 
that of immediate concern to 
him is bringing about an im-
provement in public percep-
tion of the Police Force.  In 
order to address this issue a 
number of measures will be 
put in place. With immediate 
effect, there will be increased 
visibility of the police both in 
the city of Castries and in the 
hot spots within the town of 
Gros Islet.  Both the regular 
police and the Special Services 
Unit will be mobilized to rein-
force confidence and to create 
an environment of safety and 
tranquility among Saint Lu-
cians. Heavily armed patrols 
of identified hot spots will 
form part of the new strategy.
 This is not in any way in-
tended to intimidate the right 
thinking members of the soci-
ety but to let the criminal ele-
ments know that they cannot 
have their way. According to 
the new Commissioner the 
rule of law must prevail and 
be respected by all. He is de-
termined to cause criminal el-
ements be uncomfortable and 
on the run. 

 The Acting Police Commis-
sioner has outlined a number 
of initiatives which capture 
his general outlook and vi-
sion for the Royal Saint Lucia 
Police Force. These include: 
(a) Increasing the response 
time in dealing with reports 
made by the public; (b) Deal-
ing decisively with corruption 
within the police force; (c) The 
revamping of the Complaints 
Investigation Unit with a pref-
erence for complaints to be 
handled by an independent 
authority. While efforts are 
under the way to probably 
set up this agency we have to 
ensure that complains made 
against the police by the pub-
lic are dealt with expeditiously 
and decisively; (d) Increasing 
police boots on the streets; 
(e) Improving public confi-
dence and trust in the police; 
(f) Working closer with com-
munities and key sectors; (g) 
Establishing and maintaining 
professional standards at all 
levels within the police force; 
(h) Formulate policies to direct 
the work of the police; (i) Effi-
ciency in managing and maxi-
mizing available resources; (j) 
Instituting measures to ensure 
Improvement in police morale; 
(k) An approach of consulting 
with social partners and stake-
holders in formulating strate-
gies to deal with crime.
 A return to the khaki uni-
form which is the official 
uniform for inspectors and 
gazetted officers has already 
been put into effect under the 
directive of the new top Cop. 
Mr. Francios explained that 
the black and white uniform 
was an experiment that prob-
ably continued for too long. 
The Khaki uniform is symbolic 
in what it represents and it 
makes a clear distinction be-
tween rank and file and senior 
members of the force. Police 
Constables and aspiring mem-
bers of the police force can now 
undertake their duties with 
the dream of one day adorning 
the revered Khaki uniform as a 
symbol of achievement, senior-
ity and leadership within the 
institution. 
 The Government of Saint 
Lucia and the public looks for-
ward with great expectation to 
the work of the new leadership 
of the Royal Saint Lucia Police 
Force. We anticipate that the 
Acting Commissioner and his 
Deputies   will bring about the 
necessary changes to restore 
confidence in the authority of 
the force and to restore peace 
to our beloved nation. 

pressing task of building a new 
Police Station.
 At an overall cost of over 
EC$305,000 form many donors, 
the Rodney Police Station came 
to life. Its purpose and objective 
is designed to deal with crime 
and harassment that threatens 
the peace, welfare and comfort of 

our citizens, resident and visitors 
alike. It is the Rodney Bay Com-
munity simple way of pushing 
back against crime as it is hoped 
that this venture through is subse-
quent operation will do just that. 
The Rodney Bay Police Station 
was officially opened on  Friday, 
11th June, 2010

Ribbon cutting at opening of the Rodney Bay Police Station
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 The Ministry of Communica-
tions and Works has organized 
a strategic Planning workshop 
as part of a public sector trans-
formation and modernization ef-
fort facilitated by the Caribbean 
Center for Development Admin-
istration (CARICAD). The over-
all purpose is to improve the 
quality of service deliverance to 
the public. The starting point for 
any such reform would be good 
strategic planning and manage-
ment. This involves producing 

Facilitator Mr. Richard Madavo

The Saint Lucia New Na-
tional Hospital which is 
currently under construc-

tion was an idea proposed to en-
hance the health care needs of the 
citizens of the island. It is suppose 
to provide affordable health care 
in combination with the Univer-
sal Health Care Programme. The 
new Hospital is expected to boost 
the quality of care that citizens 
both young and old will actually 
receive.
 Though this project was origi-
nally tendered in 2006 there were 
some delays due to some techni-
cal funding issues. A review of all 
funding matter was undertaken 
which led to the project imple-
mentation being placed back on 
track. At the moment the project 
is just over one year into actual 
construction. The new National 
Hospital is schedule to be com-
pleted in 2012. Efforts are being 
made to secure the equipment for 
the facility so that once the con-
struction is done the hospital will 
be fully equipped at the time of 
its opening.
 Some of the main services of the 
hospital will include: (a) Medi-
cal Support - Pharmacy, Central 
Sterile Supply, Medical Records, 
Offices and Library, Mortuary; 
(b) General Support - Hospital 
Administration, Other Admin-
istration, Meeting  Rooms, Mian 
Entrances/Shops, Chapel, Tele-
phones , Building Maintenance, 
Laundry , Kitchen, Staff Dining, 
Goods Receipt/Distribution, On-
Call, Staff Changing; (c) Sundry 
Areas - Interdepartmental, Com-
munications, Contingency Areas, 
Plant Rooms (maintenance); (d) 
Other areas - gift shops snack-
ettes, etc.  
 At a cost of EC$ 123 million 
Saint Lucia will be in a position 
on completion to  boast of a  mod-
ern medical facility that will not 
only add to the health  infrastruc-
ture but will also provide quality 
health care to all citizens.

 

Update on new national Hospital

Work in progress on the construction site of the new National Hospital

ministry of Communications 
and Works Hold Strategic 

planning Workshop
a strategic plan that links the 
policy as well as the resources 
that are available in terms of the 
budget and the measurement 
or evaluation of the people who 
work within government minis-
tries so that tax payer’s money 
is not wasted when people are 
not producing. This can best be 
achieved with a good strategic 
plan that links all the compo-
nents together.
 The Ministry of Communica-
tions and Works has embarked 

on this exercise to ensure that 
throughout all its Departments 
it improves the quality of service 
delivery to all its stake holders. 
Naturally the starting point was 

to have a strategic plan for the 
next few years with the hope of 
fulfilling the expectations of their 
customers. 
 The process involves people 

from all levels of management be-
cause it is a matter that pertains to 
all sectors across ministries. The 
workshop was facilitated by Mr. 
Richard Madavo. 

Model of the new National Hospital
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The Government of Saint Lucia 
through the Ministry of Educa-
tion along with the Taiwanese 

Embassy and LIME has embarked 
on the launching of an ambitious 
initiative to equip all the primary 
schools in St. Lucia with computers 
in three years.  The computer lab at 
the Ava Maria Primary and Infant 
Schools are among the first schools 
to benefit from this initiative. 
 Minister Richard Fredrick, the 
Member of Parliament for Castries 
Central expressed his pleasure 
that the first of this programme is 
taking place in Castries Central. 
He urged the students to make 
good use of the computers in the 
furtherance of their education. 
He expressed his desire to trans-
form and develop Castries Central 
qualitatively and is keen on ensur-
ing that educational programmes 
are developed so that students 
have the necessary tools to devel-
op their skills for the future.

Every year there is a concen-
trated effort to focus on what 
happens in the schools with 

the goal of relating the school cur-
riculum to the practical needs of 
employers and the work force. The 
TEVET show case was held over 
two days to highlight the skills and 
talent of the students from various 
schools. This showcase was held at 
the Blue Coral 7-11 June 2010.
 The programme seeks to encour-
age students to think outside the 
box and generate new business 

Hon. Arsene James who is the 
Minister of Education and Culture 
reiterates government commit-
ment to supporting Carnival 2010. 
Government’s support for carni-
val forms part of a broader policy 
which speaks to nurturing cultural 
industries. Government’s policy 
is demonstrated by the fact that 
Prime Minister King announced 
an allocation of EC $1.5 M for es-
tablishment of the National En-
dowment for Creative Industries. 
Government has also consistently 
increased its annual allocation to 
the CDF. This has moved from an 
amount of EC $2 010 000 for the fi-
nancial year 2008 – 2009 to EC $2 282 000 to the amount of EC $2. 5 

Million in the recently approved 
budget estimates  for the financial 
year 2010 – 2011. 
 It is not a surprise that the global 
financial melt down has had a neg-
ative impact on liquidity within the 
local economy. For the past three 
years government through the 
Ministry of Tourism has provided 
an annual amount  of EC $1 Mil-
lion to the Cultural Development 
Foundation. These funds were 
used to support key components 
of carnival such as Steel Bands, 
Carnival Bands Associations and 
the Calypso Association.
 The three year experiment which 
came to an end in 2009 has left a 
financial vacuum which needs to 
be filled since funds were not al-
located after the three year period. 
However notwithstanding prevail-
ing financial challenges and short-
comings in the planning process, 
the Government of Saint Lucia is 
fully committed to providing sup-

port for this year’s festivities.  A 
series of meetings have been held 
between the Government and rep-
resentatives of the CDF in order to 
determine the appropriate level of 
support to guarantee the success 
of Carnival 2010.
 To address this challenge, the 
Prime Minister has added an ad-
ditional EC$500, 00.00 to the CDF’s 
subvention. The Cabinet of Minis-
ter are working on a plan to make 
more capital available for carnival 
2k10. Meanwhile it is expected the 
organizers will raise funds through 
gate receipts and sponsorship and 
through the partnership of the pri-
vate sector. Prime Minister King 
has also seen it fit to allow the Min-
istry of Finance to sit with the CDF 
so the matter can be addressed cre-
atively and prudently. 
 The question of a venue for the 
major carnival events such as Pa-
rade of the Bands Calypso Finals 
has also presented some challeng-
es. The Ministry of Youth & Sports 

government Collaborates with Lime 
and the taiwanese embassy for 

School Computer project

 Mr. Charles Li of the Taiwan-
ese Embassy pointed out that the 
main purpose is to provide pu-
pils with early and reliable access 
to computers so that advanced 
ICT technologies, educational 
software and materials could be 
applied to better empower teach-
ers and pupils in their regular 
curriculum. 
 He expressed the Embassy’s sin-
cere appreciation to the Ministry 
of Education and Culture for their 
coordination and effort in helping 
schools to get ready for computer 
installation as scheduled. He went 
further to state that this project is 
in keeping with the missions of the 
Taiwanese Embassy, which focus-
es on highlighting the significance 
of education in national develop-
ment.  He concluded with the view 
that we have to do our utmost to 
invest in the educational system to 
ensure satisfactory performance of 
schools and their pupils.

Beneficiaries of the school computer project

ideas, innovations, inventions and 
income on their own. The students 
showcased cocoa products, break-
fast fruit meal from the George 
Charles Secondary, a hydroponics 
model for areas where land is not 
readily available for growing crops.
 This exercise gave a clear dem-
onstration of what the students 
can do to sustain themselves in-
stead of just relying on someone 
to give them a job. It brought their 
creativity and entrepreneurial 
skills to the fore.

 It must be pointed that there 
is a prevailing view that TVET is 
sort of a different kind of educa-
tion separate and different from 
what is considered as normal or 
regular education. TVET is a part 
of general education and is not al-
ternative education for those who 
are not academically inclined and 
are capable of doing things with 
their hands.
 The view of the TVET coordina-
tors is that both hands and brains 
work in a complementary man-
ner to achieve and that the brains 
without hands concept must be 
thrown out of the window for-
ever.
 The theme “Eye on TVET” was 
chosen for the week of activities 
and as a means of removing the 
myth associated with technical 
and vocational education.  For 
indeed one would not place EC$ 
300,000 and more in the hands of 
someone who supposedly cannot 
think to build a house.
 The purpose of TEVET is im-
proving the skills and productivi-
ty of the workforce, improving the 
link between education and work, 
getting real input from business 
on training matters, Making the 
system more flexible and custom-
er focused, providing the basis for 
portable qualifications or certifi-
cation and lifelong learning.

Entrepot Secondary School display of Smart House/Electrical Engineering

Hon. Arsene James Minister for 
Education and Culture

is concerned that significant invest-
ments made recently in upgrading 
the Mindoo Phillip Park will not 
be destroyed. 
 The Minister responsible has 
explained his determination to 
safeguard the Mindoo Phillip Park 
and to ensure that it’s use for non-
sporting events does not result in 
serious setbacks for the sporting 
fraternity. The Minister explains 
that such situations have occurred 
in the past and results in wastage 
of scare resources.  
 A proposal put forward by the 
Cultural Development Foundation 
to place a covering that will protect 
the surface of the grounds comes 
at a significant cost and may not 
be feasible at this time. Minister 
Montoute confirms his apprecia-
tion of the significance of carnival 
as a major national cultural event.  
However as Minister of Sports he 
finds it is very difficult to lobby for 
resources to effect improvement 
for playing facilities ands to allow 
these to be seriously compromised. 
He argues that we cannot destroy 
our playing venues and that at the 
end of the day both sports and cul-
ture will be crying in one eye so to 
speak. He went further to state that 
culture has his full support but not 
one at the expense of the other.
 The Government will be moving 
to put mechanisms in place to en-
sure that the planning of Carnival 
beyond this year’s celebrations is 
treated as a business venture. This 
would involve capitalizing on op-
tions for financing and maximiz-
ing revenue and profit margins. 
The Government of Saint Lucia ex-
tends best wishes to all Revellers 
and members of the public for an 
enjoyable and safe Carnival, 2010.  

government is committed to supporting carnival

Minister for Youth and Sports Hon. Lenard Montoute interacts with 
players of the scoring goals against crime football competition

Focussing and Highlighting the importance of 
techinical, education And Vocational training

tVet WeeK

Hon. Richard Frederick, Central Castries MP, Mr. Charles Li of the 
Taiwanese Embassy, handing over computers to the Principal and 

Staff  of the Ave Maria Primary School
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This activity will take place at 
a time when the island will 
be celebrating its 31st an-

niversary of independence.  This 
will be a time when we celebrate 
our achievements and we would 
want to highlight and showcase 
as many of them as possible.   We 
have much to be proud of at the 
level of the individual, commu-
nity, national and international 
arenas.  Importantly, it is an op-
portunity for all Saint Lucians to 
recommit themselves to our ide-
als of independence by re-instill-
ing pride in our country.  
 Saint Lucia Homecoming 2010 is 
also a celebration of the contribu-
tions of Saint Lucians living over-
seas to their homeland and their 
adopted countries.  It is anticipat-
ed that this gathering will reunite 
old friends and families who have 
not seen each other since they said 
goodbye years ago.
 It will be an opportunity to say 
thank to our people wherever 
they live overseas for the tenac-
ity with which they have held on 
to the culture of their native land. 
They have enabled us to put our 
country on the map with their 
contributions in all areas.  They 
have enabled us to sustain our 
economies through remittances 
of foreign exchange, regular trav-
els back home and investments in 
housing and other areas of devel-
opment.  This first Homecoming 
must signal to all that our nation-
als can continue to make their 
contributions to their country 
wherever they live.  
 The theme for the 14th Biennial 
Convention and the Saint Lucian 
Homecoming 2010 is Tout Sent 
Lisyen Sé Yonn.  It speaks to the 
fact that we are one people no 
matter where we live and that 
together we must be concerned 
about things that affect our 
country. 

How do we expect to benefit 
from Homecoming 2010? 

 Our Diaspora has already made 
tremendous contributions to our 
country. They have enabled us to 
sustain our economies especially 
during difficult times such as 
hurricanes and have also made 
a significant contribution to the 
economy of this country through 
remittances of foreign exchange, 
regular travels back home and in-
vestments in various sectors.  We 
must now move some steps fur-
ther to the creation of more con-
solidated groups that can invest 
socially and economically. 
 The activities planned must 
ensure that Saint Lucians living 
overseas are encouraged to in-
vest their resources, skills, mon-

Anticipation Builds for Homecoming 2010
ey and time in strengthening our 
society.  We also look forward 
to youth exchanges, mentorship 
programmes and the establish-
ment of partnerships with Saint 
Lucians resident on the island.

As noted by the President of the 
USLOA:

“I trust too, that the event will 
involve more than simply finding 
ways to tap into the vast resources 
held by St Lucians overseas. Every 
effort to encourage them to invest 
in St Lucia and to facilitate their 

contribution in every possible way 
must also be explored. More impor-
tantly, our country must develop an 

appropriate institutional frame-
work in which we can be integrally 
involved in the social and political 
life of our country. The experiences 
that our Diaspora has acquired can 
be of immense value in improving 
the quality of governance and the 

relationships between the people and 
their government and among the 

people themselves.” 
Awards

The Governor General’s Award
 Dame Pearlette Louisy will be 
giving 50 awards to Saint Lucians 
who have made outstanding con-
tributions to their new countries 
of residence.  The criteria for 
the selection of nominees are as 
follows:  
 1. Recipient must: - (a) Be born 
in Saint Lucia or be of Saint Lu-
cian parentage; (b) Be 16 years 
and over. (c) Have made a signifi-
cant or outstanding contribution 
in his/her country of residence.
 2. Culture/Arts - Recipient has 
demonstrated consistent and on-
going commitment to support, 
sustain and promote arts and 

culture.  
 3. Community Service - Re-
cipient has demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment to the 
development of his/her com-
munity through leadership and 
volunteer services, and provides 
selfless vision, work and commit-
ment to the community. 
 4. Education - Recipient has 
demonstrated consistent and 
dedicated commitment to life-
long learning and to transform-
ing the lives of others through 
education. 
 Nomination forms can be ob-
tained locally from the Office of 

the Prime Minister and interna-
tionally from the various overseas 
Associations.  The nomination 
form can also be downloaded from 
the website www.saintlucian-
homecoming.org. The deadline 
for nominations is 15 July 2010.   

Competitions
Why I am proud to be a Saint 

Lucian
 This is a competition for Saint 
Lucian youth between the ages of 
5 and 18.  Interested young peo-
ple will be asked to unload a two 
meeting video recorded on a cell 
phone or camera and upload it 
to the website www.saintlucian-
homecoming.org. The deadline 
for entries is 15 July 

The Oldest Person to return 
home for the first time since 

leaving Saint Lucia
 This will be determined dur-
ing the Homecoming activities.  
Persons will be asked to register 
and provide proof of residency 
abroad, as well as verification that 
they are returning to Saint Lucia 
for the first time since leaving. 

The Largest Family to Return 
Home 

 This will be determined during 
the Homecoming activities. Fam-
ilies will be asked to register and 
provide proof of numbers 

The Largest Community to 
Return Home

 This will be determined during 
the Homecoming activities. Com-
munities will be asked to register 
and provide proof of numbers 

The forecast of Professor 
Grey of the University 
of Colorado has named 

15 storms and hurricanes of 
which 8 will become hurricanes 
of which 4 will become intense 
with sustained winds of 111 
miles/hour with higher gusts. 
Prime Minister Stephenson 
King who is chairman of the 
National Emergency Manage-
ment Organization (NEMO) 
has already summoned all the 
members of NEMO to discuss 
the state of readiness of the is-
land for this hurricane season.
 As far as the state of pre-
paredness is concerned most 
of the community branches 
need to re-organized so as to 
strengthen their capacity to 
mobilize their respective dis-
tricts to be in a heightened 
state of readiness. Coordinator 
of NEMO Miss Dawn French 
is not at all pleased with the 
situation on the ground and 
is ensuring that her office pull 
all the stops in getting the na-
tional committees up to par.
 The role of the various com-
mittees is important in es-
tablishing the linkages and 
the local network should an 
impending disaster strike. 
Chainsaw operators, heavy 
equipment owners, disaster 
shelter management proce-
dures among others need to 
be activated and the necessary 
sensitization properly done. 
This calls for collective effort 
and it is extremely important 
to ensure the entire national 
disaster apparatus is fully 
mobilized and is adequately 
ready for effective response. 

The Prime Minister has sched-
uled an update meeting for 
early July to ensure the nation 
is ready should disaster strike. 
 NEMO head office advises 
that the following must be 
done during the hurricane sea-
son which starts on June 1st to 
November 30th: (1) Check that 
your insurance is up to date and 
covers a wide range of areas in-
cluding flood, fire, landslide, 
loss of windscreen, etc and (2) 
Clear drains, prune trees, store 
food items and in that regard 
shop strategically on a weekly, 
bi-weekly or monthly basis to 
avoid panic. Please check expiry 
dates and long shelf life of food 
products.  Not only food items 
should be purchased but baby 
formula, hammers, nails and 
the little bits and pieces that are 
absolutely necessary to that we 
are fully prepared. Hurricanes 
and storms come in clusters 
and it is therefore important to 
ensure that we are prepared.
 Persons who may have to 
move to shelters must also 
make certain that they bring 
along food supplies as the 
shelters will not be equipped 
with food items during a 
storm or hurricane.
 Fishermen and farmers in 
particular need to make sure 
that they put all mechanisms 
in place.  Shelters are based at 
the schools, community centers, 
churches which will not open 
automatically but upon declara-
tion by the Prime Minister prior 
to a storm.  Please make plans 
with your friends and family for 
in advance so that so that you 
and your family can be in a safe 
place during a hurricane.  Ensure 
that all important documents - 
passports, mortgage, land deeds 
etc are properly secured.
 The National Emergency 
Management Organisation 
appeals to community lead-
ers and inactive Disaster Pre-
paredness Groups to act in 
a decisive manner to ensure 
that their communities are 
prepared for the current hur-
ricane season. Feel free to 
contact NEMO at tel: (758) 
452-3802 or email: slunemo@
gmail.com

nemo Urges Saint Lucians to get prepared 
HUrriCAne SeASon - 2010

Director of NEMO
Dawn French

What is Home Coming
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Hon. Edmund Estephane, 
Member of Parliament 
for Dennery is extremely 

thankful for the support that the 
people of Dennery have given to 
him. He is passionate and relent-
less in his efforts to see that the 
community evolves into a place 
that remains inviting where the 
skills and talents of the people 
are harnessed in a productive 
and sustainable manner.
 The key priority areas hinges 
on the development and en-
hancement of community infra-
structure as the basis for building 
the socio-economic factors that 
would inform and determine a 
community's strength and chal-
lenges and how they can be 
influenced to achieve stronger 
communities.
 Central to this plan is a major 
improvement in the road network 
and the construction of new roads 
to facilitate the expansion and the 
associated economic benefits that 
naturally accrue. In this regard a 
concerted effort has been made 
to develop the road network and 
drainage in the Green Mountain 
area, Over the Bridge, Lumere.
 This was designed to provide 
much needed vehicular access 
that will bring about the related 
services social and otherwise 
which are associated with such a 
development. These include ac-
cess to water, electricity, health 
services etc that will significantly 
improve the quality of life of the 
people. 
 Minister Estephane did not 
hesitate to point out that for 
small economies like ours there 
are major challenges in securing 
sufficient, predictable and flex-
ible funding which is central to 
the effectiveness of community 
infrastructure. It is from this per-
spective that special appreciation 
and gratitude must go out to the 
Government and people of the 
Republic of China/Taiwan. The 
idea and vision to reopen diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan has 
brought tremendous benefits to 
the government and people of 
Saint Lucia including Dennery.
 It has enabled us to under-
take many community initiatives 
which have improved the qual-
ity of life of the people by bring-
ing much needed relief to them. 
Some of the projects undertaken 
include: (a) Major road construc-

tion initiatives at Over the Bridge, 
La Pointe, Green Mountain, La 
Caye and Lumere. (b) • drain -
age works and foot path through-
out the constituency; (c) Refur-
bishment of the multi-purpose 
center; (d) The construction of 
a new community park; and (e) 
Assistance to schools, churches 
and youth and civic groups.
 Through the mechanism for 
government intervention we are 
committed to coordinate invest-
ments to continue to provide em-
ployment and to build on exist-
ing opportunities to expand and 
further develop the fisheries, eco-
tourism and other industries that 
will enhance the quality of life of 
the people.
 The key question that needs 
to be answered is how do make 
community infrastructure more 
effective for the benefit of all. It 
must be realized that Dennery 
is a tightly knit cluster set, in the 
way in which the community is 
designed. To this end infrastruc-
tural development and interven-
tions are most effective when 
there is a resilient social safety 
net, guided by inclusive social 
policies that provide the basic ne-

cessities which foster growth and 
advancement. 
 Though resources are not 
plentiful the government is 
committed through its capi-
tal works programme to ex-
pand the ecotourism potential 
of Dennery to undertake new 
activities that will impact the 
area positively. The expansion 
of our Sea Food Saturday will 
see new injection and impetus 
that will take to new and excit-
ing heights. We have over EC$ 
5 million to be poured into the 

Dennery basin for the ecotour-
ism development and that will 
touch the heart of the economy 
of Dennery.
 We are conscious of the reality 
that unemployment remains a 
major challenge and this is why 
this budget is so structured to 
take the correct measures to ad-
dress this in a serious manner. 
That will be reflected in the ma-
jor works to commence on the 
major reconstruction of the Clen-
don Mason Memorial Secondary 
School. 

 The vision for Dennery contin-
ues to grown in new directions 
and dimensions because of com-
mitted leadership and determina-
tion through people centered in-
volvement and interaction. These 
include: (a) Major Waterfront 
development; (b) Construction 
of infant and secondary schools; 
(c) Creation of recreational areas 
– which include jogging/walking 
zone; (d) Development of sport-
ing facilities; (e) Employment 
generating initiatives; (f) Road 
construction; and (g) Fishing  pot 
rehabilitation etc, etc

Dennery Community Park

Refurbishment of the Dennery Cemetery Construction of Dennery River Berm
Drainage and footpaths constructed throughout 

the community

Green Mountain Road recently constructed

Hon. Edmund Estephane
MP for Dennery South and

Minister for Labour, Information 
and Broadcasting
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Mr. Francis Parry 
Daniel is the Pres-
ident of the Cas-

tries Football Council. Mr. 
Daniel has expressed joy 
at the current remedial and 
upgrading work being un-
dertaken at the Vigie Play-
ing Field. The CFC Presi-
dent’s sentiments is clearly 
a reflection of how many 
sporting interest including 
cricketers, footballers and 
schools within the Castries 
basin feel about the proj-
ect. The Vigie Playing Field 
has been a popular venue, 
which has been used over 
the year even for national 
competitions. The project 
Vigie Playing Field up-
grade started in 2009 as a 
Government of Saint Lucia 
project through the Minis-
try of Youth and Sports.  

government Undertakes remedial Works at 
Vigie playing Field as part of a national plan 

for Upgrading playing Fields islandwide

 The Castries Football 
Council has been actively 
involved in the manage-
ment of the playing field. 
The approach to managing 
the Vigie Playing Field in-
cludes local stake holder in-
volvement on the basis that 
true sustainability is built 
on social acceptability.  
 Prior to the refurbishment 
the Vigie Playing Field was 
the place where most of the 
cricket and football tour-
naments were played as a 
home base ground. Prior 
to July 2009 the playing 
surface at the Vigie Play-
ing Field was characterised 
by a sandy surface which 
was largely void of grass. 
But the Football Council 
was eager to transform the 
Vigie Field into a first class 
playing facility.  Govern-

ment was approached and 
through its commitment to 
provide playing facilities 
of high standards, funds 
were made available to the 
St. Lucia Social Develop-
ment Fund (SSDF) in order 
to make the transformation 
of the Vigie Playing Field 
possible.
MThe upgrade involved 
improvements in drainage 
works around the perim-
eter of the grounds, the el-
evation of the playing sur-
face by 26 inches in some 
areas and the establishment 
of an irrigation system and 
seeding of the playing sur-
face. The current surface 
of the grounds is at a stan-
dard that rivals the Beause-
jour Grounds because of 
the excellent work of Ken 
Crafton and his crew. 

 There were some delays 
due to the drought as wa-
ter was not available for ir-
rigation. Work is progress-
ing smoothly and a grand 
opening is scheduled for 
July 2010. Once the facility 
is open it will be managed 
in a manner that will en-
sure that it remains in pris-
tine condition. It is clear 
that the government did 
not spend EC$800,000 just 
to see that it is degraded in 
a short space of time.
 Under the auspices of 
the Castries Football Coun-
cil there will be proper 
management of the facil-
ity as it is hoped that it will 
serve as a home for District 
two schools.  It is to be 
noted that football, track 
and field events, cricket 
for juniors will for a core 
part of the scope of sport-
ing disciplines that can be 
facilitated at the grounds. 
Fete matches will not be 
encouraged as the facility 
will be managed to harness 
and develop the talents of 
upcoming and budding 
sport enthusiasts. 
 The washrooms have 
been upgraded to facilitate 
school kids and members 
of the public so that fami-
lies can feel comfortable at 
the site. There will be two 
curators to prepare the 
grounds ahead of sporting 

events so that events will 
run smoothly. 
 The CFC President ac-
knowledges that such ar-
eas must be a multi-use fa-
cility mindful that we live 
in a small society and that 
playing areas like Vigie 
are very limited. However, 
the necessary investments 
must me made using the 
appropriate technology 
such as interlocking tiles 
which will help ensure that 
if the facility can possibly 
be used for non-sporting 
activities. This will ensure 
that the grounds will not 
fall into disrepair after 
wards, and other sporting 
events can take place im-
mediately.
 Minister of Youth and 
Sports Hon. Lenard Spider 
Montoute points out that 
government has invested 
serious resources in up-
grading the Vigie Playing 
field which includes im-
provement of the playing 
surface, fencing and other 
infrastructural works. 
 The Minister promised 
that there will be another 
phase to be undertaken 
which involves lighting 
up the field as well as the 
construction of a new facil-
ity alongside the existing 
structures. The Minister is 
confident that the sports 
associations of Castries will 

manage the facility in a re-
sponsible manner and with 
an understanding that will 
allow the various sports 
enthusiasts in track and 
field, football and cricket to 
be accommodated.
 At the moment many 
sporting facilities around 
the island have been up-
graded. These include: 
Mindoo Phillip, Gros Islet, 
Peirrot, La Guerre, Corinth, 
Grand Riviere Dennery, 
Soufriere and Vieux Fort 
playing field.  The onus is 
on those to rise to the chal-
lenge of managing such fa-
cilities, to take ownership 
and to maintain them in 
immaculate condition. This 
is critical bearing in mind 
the significant investment 
being made. The Govern-
ment views this investment 
as a worthwhile one in the 
future and development of 
our young people.

Most Saint Lucians 
will agree that 
there is a certain 

measure of inconvenience 
and unsightliness in the 
functionality of the Cist of 
Castries. This can be re-
lated to issues such as solid 
waste disposal, vending 
activities and general aes-
thetics. 
 Clearly as we move along 
the city we can observe what 
it looks like after 5 pm. Un-
fortunately the images that 
one records are not desir-
able for Saint Lucia’s capital. 
It is reflective of a sadly de-
plorable state of affairs with 
wooden pallets populating 
the capital as the busy city 
life grinds to a halt in what 
the City Council calls Cas-
tries after 5.

 This has prompted the 
council to move expedi-
tiously to address the image 
of the capital. The Coun-
cil has launched a bold 
and courageous initiative 
which it calls: “operation 
city transform”. A major 
aspect of this initiative will 
focus on making the pro-
fession of vending more 
appealing to the eyes and 
more aesthetically pleasing 
to locals and visitors.  
 Council is very mindful 
of that vending activities 
represent a vital livelihood 
activity for many. The myth 
that there is a grand plan 
designed to displace ven-
dors in nothing more than 
a hoax.  The aim of Council 
is to assist vendors so that 
they can work in an envi-

ronment that is safe, work-
er friendly and conducive 
to pedestrian traffic on the 
city side walks.
 Part of the grand design 
is to put in some collapsible 
units that can fold neatly 
and easily at the end of the 
vendor’s working day. This 
will allow both the public 
and the vendors to use the 
side walk with considerable 
ease. The new proposed 
units will be done accord-
ing the street sections and 
hence vendors will have to 
be registered according to 
designated areas in order 
to access to the units.
 Since the construction 
of the Jeremie Streets and 
Darling Road Plazas there 
has been a huge demand 
for vending facilities which 

has prompted the estab-
lishment of additional 
units at the upper section 
of Jeremie Street.
 The city center will con-
tinue to be enhanced with 
plans well under the way 
to pedestrianize the Bou-
levard as well as the estab-
lishment on parking me-
ters along the city streets. 
Discussions are ongoing 
with the Ministry of Com-
munication and Works 
along with other relevant 
partners.
 The Castries City Coun-
cil continues with its ag-
gressive and focussed mis-
sion to transform the city 
of Castries to an image that 
all can be proud of and one 
that is truly representative 
of our nation’s capital. 

transforming of the City of Castries
the mission of the Castries City Council

The newly upgraded Vigie Playing Field

Castries after 5pm vending

New vending facilities contructed by the 
Castries City Council

President of the Castries 
Football Council

Francis Parry Daniel 
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Introduction
 The budget is essentially 
the annual economic and 
financial plan of the gov-
ernment.  It represents the 
main policy document that 
outlines government’s eco-
nomic policies in general 
and tax and expenditure 
policies in particular.  As 
a small island economy 
where the private sector 
is fairly limited, 
the role of the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
in driving eco-
nomic growth 
and develop-
ment is critical. 
In St. Lucia gov-
ernment is the 
single largest 
employer and 
central govern-
ment spending 
accounts for 
about 35 percent 
of total expendi-
ture in the econ-
omy. 

 As a major 
player in the 
economy, gov-
ernment’s eco-
nomic and fiscal 
policies influ-
ence economic 
activity in terms 
of how much 
is taken out of 
the economy 
in the form of 
taxes and how 
much is circu-
lated in the form 
of government 
spending.  Rev-
enue from taxes 
are derived from various 
sources but is generally 
classified into direct and 
indirect taxes, i.e. from in-
come and employment and 
from purchases of goods 
and services.  As the larg-
est single employer, gov-
ernment’s spending filters 
throughout in the form of 
salaries and wages paid to 
public employees, spend-
ing on goods purchased for 
government offices, schools 
and health care facilities, 
etc.  The plans for generat-
ing the revenue and detail-
ing what such revenue will 
be spent on are contained 
in the budget.  

The 2010-11 Budget
 The 2010-11 Budget 
Address, with the theme 
“The Road to Recovery: 
Engineering Growth, En-
gendering Social Cohesion 
and Building Resilience to 
External Shocks”, was de-
signed to lay the founda-
tion for the resuscitation 
of the economy while ad-
dressing the myriad social 

dislocations arising from 
the effects of the global 
crisis.  Notwithstanding 
government’s best inten-
tions in realizing these ob-
jectives, it was pretty clear 
that policy makers faced 
severe constraints in de-
veloping the kind of pro-
grammes and projects that 
would have made the sort 
of major dent in resuscitat-
ing economic activity and 
job creation.  Hence, what 
was needed was a massive 
injection of capital spend-
ing that would have the 
desired impact on growth 
and employment creation.  
Instead, dwindling rev-
enue as a result of the crisis 

has daunted moves aimed 
at increasing government’s 
capital programme hence 
the capital budget had to 
be reduced to $366.6 mil-
lion in 2010-11 from $403.8 
in 2009-10.  However, the 
broad objective was not 
lost as a concerted effort 
was made in ensuring that 
the programmes and proj-
ects in the capital budget 
reflected government’s 

priorities in keeping with 
its overriding objectives as 
suggested by the theme.  
 Hence the strategic priori-
ties of the government would 
have been clearly enunciated 
in the 2010-11 budget with 
respect to various initiatives 
to spur economic growth.  
These include:
 o The redevelopment of 

Hewanorra Internation-
al Airport

 o The reconstruction of St 
Jude Hospital

 o The redevelopment of 
Port Castries

 o The refurbishment of 
the Hypermart building

 o The construction of the 
Ministry of Finance 

Administrative Com-
plex. 

 o The construction of the 
Fire Service headquar-
ters

 o The construction of 
Human Resource Cen-
tres and a Police Sta-
tion

 It is expected that these 
initiatives supported by 
the various projects being 
undertaken by the private 

sector, will contribute to a 
meaningful turn-around in 
the construction sector and 
hence to overall economic 
growth.  
 The budget also pro-
vides support for other 
traditional sectors such as 
agriculture as specific in-
tervention measures have 
been outlined aimed at im-
proving productivity and 
modernizing the sector to 
become more competitive.  
 A critical aspect of the 
budget is the support pro-
vided to social protection 
initiatives.  It is recognized 
that efforts to generate 
economic growth will fal-

ter without strategies to 
achieve social cohesion.  
In recognition of this criti-
cal need, a Social Reform 
Council will be established 
to provide holistic and ef-
ficient interventions.  The 
question of crime and se-
curity has been given re-
newed focus with the an-
nouncement of additional 
resources to the police 
force as well as developing 

key strategies in fighting 
crime.  The continuation 
of the Holistic Opportuni-
ties for Personal Empow-
erment (HOPE) during the 
2010-11 financial year is an-
other manifestation of gov-
ernment’s desire to support 
social safety nets and short-
term job creation.   
 The budget was also 
punctuated with various 
innovative measures aimed 
at addressing the develop-
mental needs of the coun-
try.  Some of these include: 
 (i) the National En-

dowment for the 
Creative Industries 
in support of artistes 
in St. Lucia; 

 (ii) the establishment of 
a National Employ-
ment Bureau aimed 
at improving labour 
market information; 

 (iii) Diaspora  Issues and 
Homecoming 2010 
aimed at encourag-
ing St Lucians over-
seas to participate in 
the social and eco-
nomic development 
of the country;
 (iv) Constitu-
ency Development 
Programme to 
facilitate greater 
consultation both 
within the commu-
nity and between 
the community and 
government agen-
cies.  
 The effects of the 
global economic 
and financial crisis 
on small and vul-
nerable economies 
like St. Lucia’s have 
made budgeting a 
lot more challeng-
ing given the dwin-
dling resources in 
the face of ever in-
creasing demands 
placed on govern-
ment in the form 
of higher spending.  
The Government of 
St Lucia has a re-
sponsibility to man-
age the economy in 
a manner that will 
support economic 
activity in the vari-
ous sectors while 
at the same time 
avoiding profligate 
expenditure that 
will result in unsus-
tainable increases 

in the public debt and im-
posing unfair burdens on 
future generations.  
 In recognition of this 
imperative government 
in collaboration with the 
ECCB will be implement-
ing a credible fiscal strat-
egy as outlined in the 
Eight-Point Stabilization 
and Growth programme.  
This programmed is aimed 
at stabilizing the economy 
over the short to medium 
term and laying the foun-
dation for more sustained 
growth and development 
while achieving the fiscal 
targets established by the 
Monetary Council of the 
ECCB.

tHe BUdget And YoU
Summary of 2010 – 2011 estimates of expenditure
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My fellow Saint Lucians, ladies 
and gentlemen, good evening 
I address you tonight at a time 

of unprecedented challenges for our small 
country.  Some of these challenges are ob-
viously beyond our control, but too many, 
I fear, are of our own making.  The good 
news is that, what we do to ourselves, we 
also can undo.  We can stop, take stock 
and shift direction in our individual and 
national interests.  Challenges are not new 
to us.  We are a famously resilient people.  
Our history tells us so.  What is new and 
different now, and especially disturbing, is 
that too many of us appear to have lost all 
respect for human life, including our own 
and the lives of our families.  We turn on 
each other like rabid wolves at the slight-
est disagreement.  Never before have we 
seen such senseless violence, such anger 
and manifested self-hate.  It is wholly un-
natural; and uncharacteristic.  Could these 
new and shocking traits be a fall-out from 
the so-called drug culture?  Whatever the 
cause, it must be eradicated.  It will be 
eradicated by whatever legal means at our 
disposal.  My Government is determined 
to put an end to the atmosphere of fear, 
now threatening certain parts of our coun-
try.
 Despite numerous handicaps, mostly 
economic, St. Lucia can be proud of its 

AddreSS to tHe nAtion

on tHe Crime SitUAtion in SAint 
LUCiA And goVernment’S reSponSe

Sunday, 30th may 2010
achievements over the last three decades.  
I promise that my government, with the 
help of right-thinking St. Lucians at home 
and abroad, will not sit back and allow a 
relative handful to reverse the successes 
for which we fought so hard and long.  
Every homicide, every single criminal act, 
wherever it might occur in St. Lucia, is like 
another nail in our nation’s coffin.  We will 
not be buried alive.  The rotten apples will 
be removed in the best interests of those 
not yet contaminated.
 Already my Government has invested 
heavily in such innovative programs as 
HOPE.  In a determined effort to enhance 
the quality of life for our citizens, the mar-
ginalized and deprived in particular, we 
have targeted interventions at the commu-
nity level, utilizing both local resources 
and funds supplied by friendly govern-
ments and organizations.  Inner city com-
munities and rural areas have benefitted 
from such programs.  And while in our 
pursuit of a better quality of life for our 
people, we have incurred significant ex-
penditure, in health and in the provision 
of social and community infrastructure, 
we have always kept in mind that law and 
order and the nation’s security are of para-
mount importance.
 Some have argued, correctly, that pov-
erty is a contributor to crime.  And certain-
ly, this Government has sought to reduce 
poverty throughout our country, despite 
our limited resources, and an environ-
ment not immune to the fallout from the 
worst recession in living memory.  With 
much assistance from the Government of 
the Republic of China (Taiwan) we have 
gone a long way in providing employment 
for many young people around the island, 
so as to counter the effects of deprivation.  
Contrary to what some who seem to spe-
cialize in negativism would have others 
believe, all for selfish purpose, we have 
done much to improve the effectiveness of 
the Saint Lucia Police – both in terms of 
human resource and equipment.
 In successive Budgets presented by this 
government since December 2006, the al-
location to the Ministry of Home Affairs 
and National security has been increased.  
Through the acceleration and intensifica-
tion of the training programme, 58 addi-
tional recruits have been provided to the 
Police Force last year and a further 60  are 
about to embark on a new training cycle in 
the next few weeks.  In addition, govern-
ment has reinstituted the regular annual 
training programme at the Police Training 
School.  Additional equipment, including 
vehicles and other facilities to support the 
work of the police, have also been provid-
ed.  Generally, expenditure on national se-
curity has increased significantly.  For this 
financial year, the proportion of the bud-

get allocated to the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs and National Security has increased 
to over $90 Million on the recurrent side 
and over $18 million on the capital side, 
the highest ever over the last 10 years.  
Moreover, there has been a steady increase 
in the financial resources allocated to that 
Ministry since 2006. 
 The increasing level of criminality, the 
impact of which we have all experienced 
in the last several months, cannot be 
blamed solely on unavailable resources.  
If it is true that our police are not as well 
equipped as other police departments, in 
countries far more affluent than Saint Lu-
cia, it is also undeniable that the people of 
this country have every justification for 
disappointment with the performance of 
our police.  Saint Lucians do not expect 
miracles.  They know, with our limited re-
sources in these particularly rough times, 
what we can and cannot provide for our 
police force.   Indeed, Saint Lucians know 
what we have provided.  Saint Lucians 
know too, that what is expected of our po-
lice is not beyond them, if only they would 
be more dedicated to the protection of 
Saint Lucian life and property.
 Sadly, there are among us, some who 
refuse to acknowledge that crime affects 
us all, regardless of political colour.  These 
short-sighted individuals, politically moti-
vated as they are, continue to see in every 
murder recorded, every rape and burglary, 
every purse snatching, another opportu-
nity to pull down another brick from the 
structure of Government.  Evidently, their 
political ambitions are to them far more 
important that the safety of our citizens.   
And so, by their public comments, by their 
advertised refusal to cooperate with the 
day’s government in our efforts against 
crime, they stroke the fires of rage that the 
authorities tell us is at the root of so much 
of the violence that now surrounds us and 
threatens our very existence.
 This government however, has always 
viewed crime as an issue requiring a na-
tional and bi-partisan approach and has 
never and will never use it to gain cheap 
political mileage. That is why only recent-
ly, the Minister for Home Affairs and Na-
tional Security invited the representative 
for Castries East to a Community meeting 
to discuss this issue and very soon we pro-
pose to convene parliament in joint ses-
sion, to further discuss these problems.  
 My government considers the commu-
nity approach to be a fundamental part of 
the process and will continue to use all re-
sources to work with the Police and com-
munities to safeguard and enhance their 
environment by ensuring community in-
volvement and participation.  This is not 
a government problem, it is not an oppo-

sition problem, it is not a Police problem, 
it is the country’s problem and collectively 
we are all responsible.
 Since the escalation in criminal or gang 
warfare in recent weeks, during which 
period there were a total of four (4) homi-
cides, government has been engaging, both 
at the Cabinet level and with the top man-
agement of the Police Force, with a view to 
refining its strategy and plan of action and 
making clear to the police that they are ex-
pected to tackle this issue head on.  Permit 
me this opportunity to outline the steps 
taken thus far and the decisions made.
 At an emergency Cabinet meeting, con-
vened on Wednesday, May 26, 2010, the 
following decisions were taken and agreed 
for immediate implementation:
 
 1. The creation of a Cabinet Task Force 

on Crime and Security to be chaired 
by the Prime Minister, and compris-
ing the Minister for Social Transfor-
mation; the Minister for Home Affairs 
and National Security; the Minister 
for Tourism and Civil Aviation; the 
Attorney General and Minister for 
Justice and the Minister for Physical 
Development and the Environment. 
The Task Force will meet as often as 
necessary initially and thereafter no 
less than monthly. It will keep the 
situation under constant review and 
serve as a mechanism to facilitate 
speedy decision making.

 2. The Cabinet Task Force shall engage 
all social and economic partners in-
cluding political organizations as part 
of the national strategy to address the 
crime issue.

 3. Cabinet approved a Patrol Strategy 
prepared for immediate implemen-
tation by the leadership of the Royal 
Saint Lucia Police force.  This plan 
will include 24 hour surveillance and 
patrol of troubled areas or hot spots 
and the police will be provided with 
the appropriate assets to facilitate 
this and associated preventative ac-
tivities.

 4. The immediate re-organisation of the 
Police Force in order to enhance ef-
fectiveness, efficiency and mobility, 
including the re-introduction of the 
Cadetship programme to facilitate 
succession planning. I will say more 
on this re-organisation later.

 5. The Minister for Finance to accelerate 
the disbursement of the approved al-
location of resources to immediately 
recommence the HOPE programme, 
for this financial year, with a view to 
providing social and vocational skills 
and employment opportunities in the 
short, medium and long term. 

Continued on page 11

Prime Minister Hon. Stephenson King
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 6. The Minister for Finance will ap-
proach the National Insurance Corpo-
ration, with a request that the organi-
zation makes a one time contribution 
towards assisting in addressing the 
key social challenges, including the 
provision of employment opportuni-
ties in inner city communities. These 
programmes will be directed at our 
young men, women and mothers, 
who we believe can make a differ-
ence;

 7. The opening of the Police Substation 
at Rodney Bay within the next three 
weeks.

 8. The Attorney General’s Chambers 
is directed to take steps to acceler-
ate the enhancement, updating and 
strengthening of all relevant legis-
lation to support the law and order 
enforcement programme.  A report is 
to be submitted to the Cabinet within 
two weeks.

 9. The Ministry of the Public Service, 
Human Resource Development, 
Social Transformation, Youth and 
Sports is to expedite the appointment 
of Social Transformation Officers for 
deployment to serve the inner city 
communities especially in the Cas-
tries area.

 We have also agreed to accelerate the 
provision of additional equipment to the 
police.  On Tuesday May 25, 2010, I signed 
off on additional expenditure in the sum 
of more than half a million eastern Carib-
bean dollars to ensure that the Police are 
adequately prepared and equipped for the 
task at hand.
 Our present situation is one that I con-
sider to be serious in nature, and I am not 
about to take it lightly. To this end I have 
made formal approaches to two of our 
international friends who have expertise 
and tremendous experience in inner city 
violence and crime intervention to pro-
vide training, technical assistance and 
equipment for our Saint Lucia Police.  In 
addition, at the last meeting of the OECS 
Authority, Saint Lucia requested the place-
ment of the issue of Crime and Security in 
the sub-region on the agenda, in an endea-
vour to adopt a regional approach to crime 
in the OECS countries.
 The Police Patrol Strategy which I spoke 
to earlier, will entail 24 hour surveillance 
and patrol in the most vulnerable areas.  
This is a campaign that will be institution-
alized and sustained to confront, disarm, 
and arrest the criminals and bring them to 
justice.  
 To further strengthen our resolve, the 
police will work jointly with the Inland 
Revenue Department and the Customs, 
to ensure compliance of all laws govern-
ing the importation of restricted and con-
trolled items, licenses, the operations of 
commercial establishments, together with 
laws dealing with operating business 
hours, liquor and noise abatement.  
To halt and eradicate creeping roadside 
“blocks” that facilitate criminal activity, 
support will be provided to the police by 
the Ministry of Physical Development, to 
destroy abandoned buildings which often 
serve as havens, or points of assembly un-
der cover, to launch criminal acts.  There 
are a number of areas where it has been 

noticed that persons gather on the “block”, 
idling and loitering.  These assemblies, 
which often are the beginnings of the gang 
culture or “creeping ghettos”, will be con-
fronted early, eradicated and disbanded.
 The justice system must be supportive 
of the efforts of law enforcement officers 
and apply the full punishment allowable 
under the law for criminal acts especially 
those involving the use of firearms.  There 
must be consistency in the meting out of 
fines and sentences.  There should not be 
any disconnect in the justice system, and 
as a consequence all efforts to address 
these anomalies will be made, to correct 
these sooner, rather than later.  A strong 
witness protection programme is being 
implemented, so as to guarantee the safety 
of witnesses and to give the courage and 
confidence to those who may be in posses-
sion of information, to come forward and 
share it with the police. 
 The Police will engage communities 
with a view to building trust and confi-
dence, as we continue our efforts to pro-
mote and support Community policing.  
 There is also a need to expedite aspects 
of the Castries urban renewal programme, 
to renew certain parts of the City, that 
have been paralyzed and seized by ele-
ments, who harbour criminality. In some 
instances there are urban communities 
that require pedestrian and vehicular ac-
cessibility for security and emergency 
purposes.  Such areas require adequate 
vehicular access. The communities most 
affected will be opened up, through the 
compulsory acquisition of lands and prop-
erties required to provide necessary vehic-
ular and pedestrian access.  This initiative 
has been placed on an accelerated path 
and the Ministry of Physical Development 
has been directed accordingly.
 Fellow Saint Lucians, you will appreciate 
that the operational details of any strategy 
must be left to the police to carry out, and 
cannot be disclosed in a national address.   
I assure you and them of my fullest confi-
dence in their ability to discharge their re-
sponsibilities and to arrest this spiralling 
situation of lawlessness. There must be no 

doubt that the Police have the full support 
of this government in their drive to rid the 
society of these criminal elements.  In that 
vein therefore, I take this opportunity to 
publicly thank and express government’s 
appreciation to all the hard working police 
officers across the island who continue to 
serve this country with distinction in the 
exercise of their duties.  You have an unen-
viable task, but rest assured that govern-
ment stands by your side and will give the 
necessary resources and support to get the 
job done.  The job must be done now!  
 Notwithstanding the hard work, dedica-
tion, commitment, and the efforts of those 
devoted police officers, who toil night and 
day, in the interest of law and order and 
the preservation of our country, there are 
those corrupt ones who destroy the image, 
reputation and professionalism of this dis-
ciplined democratic institution of ours. In 
this regard, Government will review, with 
the intention of instituting new measures to 
strengthen existing mechanisms for investi-
gating police indiscipline and corruption.
 You will no doubt be acutely aware, of 
similar situations which our sister islands 
in the region find themselves, and the im-
pact it is having on their economies and 
their vital tourism industry.  The situa-
tion here in Saint Lucia over the past few 
months, begs the question whether we as 
a nation are headed on that path of self de-
struction, which some of our neighbours 
are currently treading?  I am sure that all 
law abiding citizens, and all who love our 
country dearly are nervous about the mere 
thought of our country finding itself in 
such a precarious position.
 Fellow Saint Lucians, let me assure you 
that this government will not sit idly by 
whilst criminal elements amongst us at-
tempt to reek havoc on our society.  I wish 
to sound a warning to all those who have 
unleashed these unprecedented levels of 
violence on this country, that this will no 
longer be tolerated or accepted.  Let’s stop 
the violence now!  We will not abdicate 
our responsibility to protect the citizens 
of this country and to maintain law and 
order.  This government will not stand 

aside and allow criminals to trample upon 
the citizens of this country.  There will be 
no refuge, no stone will be left unturned, 
and there will be no hiding place for any-
one.  By your actions you have declared 
war on the society and as such we will 
employ all practical steps to pursue and 
arrest you and restore normalcy to our 
“Fair Helen”.  
 I spoke earlier about the need to restore 
confidence and pursue a re-organisation 
of the Police Force to enhance its effective-
ness.  In any organization, leadership and 
the ability to inspire, to motivate others, 
is a pre-requisite for the successful dis-
charge of its functions. It is clear from the 
comments both in the wider society and 
from within the force itself, that there has 
been an erosion of confidence in the cur-
rent leadership. Therefore, government 
has decided that it is time to revisit the 
current leadership of the Royal Saint Lu-
cia Police Force, in preparation for a new 
beginning.
 Consequently, upon the recommenda-
tions of the Public Service Commission 
I have accepted the proposals for the re-
structuring of the Royal Saint Lucia Police 
Force, to take effect on Monday 31st May 
2010.

Here are the recommendations:
 • Mr. Ausbert Regis has been trans-

ferred from the position of Commis-
sioner of Police to the position of Di-
rector of Special Initiatives, Office of 
the Prime Minister;

 • Mr. Vernon Francois; Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, has been 
appointed to act in the position of 
Commissioner of Police, effective 
Thursday 27th  May 2010;

 • Mr. Moses Charles; Assistant Com-
missioner of Police, appointed to act 
as Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
with responsibilities for Administra-
tion, effective 27th May 2010;

 • Mr. Pancras Albert; Acting Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, appointed 
to act in the second position of Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police with 
responsibilities for operations, effec-
tive 27th May 2010.

 As a result of these changes, a number 
of changes will be made through the rank 
and file of the Police Force, all of which will 
be gazetted in the Saint Lucia Gazette.
 In conclusion, it is accepted that crime 
is a multifaceted issue and must therefore 
be tackled on many different fronts. The 
strong arm approach will be accompanied 
by other programmes in the communities, 
some of which are on-going, while oth-
ers require acceleration.  The efforts of all 
citizens, residents and stakeholders are re-
quired to deal with this scourge which is 
threatening our very existence.  I implore 
you all to take the necessary measures 
to enhance and safeguard your personal 
safety and security.  We must all be our 
brother’s keeper.  This situation requires 
that we all come together and take back 
our country from the hands of the crimi-
nals. It has to be now, or we will live to 
regret our lack of action. This government 
will not allow this to happen under its 
watch. To you I say let us save our Saint 
Lucia and preserve it for future genera-
tions. Good night and god bless you all; 
God bless Saint Lucia. I thank you.

Continued from on page 10

Acting Police Commissioner Vernon Francois flanked by his two Deputies 
Pancras Albert (L) and Moses Charles (R)
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Wednesday 
28th July 

Morning Youth Summit NIC Conference 
Room 

10am – 4pm 

Afternoon Community Visits    

 Partnership Fair 
Seminar  

Beausejour 
Grounds 

12noon 

Saint Lucian Fashion 
Show 

Beausejour 
Grounds 

2 pm 

Evening Cultural Evening Pigeon Island 
National Park 

7pm 

Thursday 
29th July 

Morning Partnership Fair and  

Saint Lucia by Sea 
and Picnic at Fond 
Doux 

Beausejour 
Grounds 

Soufriere 

9am 

Afternoon Partnership Fair 
Seminar  

 12 noon 

Evening    

Friday 30th 
July 

Morning Final Business 
Session – sign off on 
the Declaration, 
USLOA Executive 
Meeting 

  

Afternoon    

Evening Charity Concert Pigeon Island 
National Park 

7pm 

Saturday 
31st July 

Morning Shopping Day   

Afternoon 

Evening Grand Ball The Gaiety 7pm 

Sunday 01 August Island Tour Various Saint 
Lucian 
Communities 

 

 
* Please note that the Partnership Fair runs from Monday July 26th 2010 to Thursday 
July 29th from 9am to 6pm.   

Programme 
 

DATE ACTIVITY VENUE TIME 

Sunday 

 25th July 

Morning Church Service The Minor 
Basilica  of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 

10 am 

Opening of the 
Walking Museum 

William Peter 
Boulevard 

11 am 

SLIA Brunch Derrek Walcott 
Square 

11 am 

Afternoon Rhythm and Spice 
Festival  

Beausejour 
Stadium 

11am – 6pm 

Evening Che’ Kanpeche Beausejour 
Stadium 

7 pm -9 pm 

Monday 
26th July  

 

Morning Official Opening 
USLOA Convention, 
Homecoming 2010 
and Opening of the 
Homecoming 2010 
Partnership Fair 

 9 am 

Afternoon Partnership Fair 
Seminar  

Beausejour 
Stadium 

12 noon 

Evening Reception hosted by 
the Prime Minister  

Prime Minister’s 
Residence 

7pm 

 

Tuesday 
27th July 

Morning USLOA Business 
Meeting, 
Symposium Critical 
Issues for 
Development and 
Partnership Fair 

Beausejour 
Stadium 

9am 

Afternoon Partnership Fair 
Seminar  

Beausejour 
Stadium 

12 noon 

 

Evening Awards Evening – 
Hosted by the 
Governor General 

 

Governor 
General’s 
Residence 

7pm 

Please note that the Partnership Fair runs from Monday July 26th 2010 to 
Thursday July 29th from 9am to 6pm.  

Home Coming programme 2010




