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Gifft Hill School summer camp kids “ooohed” 
and “aahed” as they witnessed turtles, stingrays, 
starfish, conch and more on Friday, August 12. 
But the kids weren’t snorkeling, or even getting 

wet. They viewed the V.I.’s abundant sea life in its 
natural habitat from the safety of the Discovery, 
Global Marine’s new glass bottom boat, which 
made its maiden voyage August 12 with the sum-
mer camp kids aboard.

Photo by Steve Simonsen

Gifft Hill School summer camp kids are amazed by underwater sea life on the 
glass bottom boat Discovery's maiden voyage on Friday, August 12.

Discovery Wows Camp Kids on Maiden Voyage

Continued on Page 5

Tire Shop Opens
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By andrea Milam

St. John Tradewinds
Two weeks after Laura Jean 

Ackerson’s dismembered body 
was found in Oyster Creek near 
Richmond, Texas, former St. John 
residents Grant and Amanda Hayes 
have been indicted for her murder.

The Wake County grand jury in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, where the 
couple lived and where the crime is 
thought to have taken place, found 
that Grant and Amanda Hayes “un-
lawfully, willfully and feloniously 
did of malice aforethought kill and 
murder Laura Jean Ackerson,” 
according to a report by Raleigh 
ABC affiliate WTVD.

Investigators believe that Grant 
and Amanda Hayes killed and dis-
membered Ackerson in North Car-
olina, then towed a rented U-Haul 
and drove, with their three chil-
dren, to Fort Bend County, Texas, 
where Amanda’s sister lives, and 
dumped the body parts in a creek 
just 100 yards from the sister’s 
home. Several ice chests found at 
the scene were likely used to trans-
port the body parts, according to 
WTVD’s report.

Grant and Amanda Hayes were 
arrested on Monday, July 25, at 
Grant Hayes’ parents’ home in 
Kinston, North Carolina. The 
couple has remained in the Wake 
County, North Carolina jail since 
being arrested. Amanda Hayes’ 
sister has not been charged with 
any crimes.

Six warrants released by Ra-

leigh police – three for Grant and 
Amanda Hayes’ apartment, one 
for Ackerson’s car, one for records 
for a credit card held by Amanda 
Hayes and one for a storage unit in 
Raleigh – suggest that investiga-
tors’ focus is on the couple’s North 
Carolina home, according to a re-
port by NBC17 in Raleigh.

Items seized from the couple’s 
apartment on three different days 
include a broom, a camcorder, car-
pet and padding, a comforter, hair 
and debris from a drain, a mattress 
cover, a laptop computer, pillow 
cases, sheets, showerheads, a toi-
let brush, a towel and wash cloth, 
a box of trash bags and a vacuum, 
among other items, according to 
the NBC17 report.

“It’s one of the most gruesome 
scenes I’ve seen in 30-something 
years of law enforcement,” Chief 
Deputy Craig Brady of the Fort 
Bend County Sheriff’s Office told 
WTVD.

Grant Hayes has two young 
children with Ackerson and had 
been embroiled in a custody battle 
with her since 2010, when he was 

given primary custody. Hayes met 
Amanda Perry (now Hayes) on St. 
John sometime after he arrived 
on island with Ackerson in 2008. 
Hayes and Perry started a relation-
ship on St. John and the couple 
eventually moved off island, mar-
ried, and had a daughter of their 
own in June.

During her time on island, Perry 
worked as the director of the now 
defunct St. John Artists’ Associa-
tion and opened an art store in the 
Lumberyard. After the association 
dissolved and the art store closed, 
Perry worked at several different 
jobs on island, including at the 
Beach Bar.

Hayes, 32, who performed as 
a musician under the name Grant 
Haze, played weekly gigs in Coral 
Bay before landing a regular gig in 
Cruz Bay.

Ackerson, who was just 27 years 
old, was reported missing on July 
18 when she failed to show up to 
work. She was scheduled to pick 
up her two young boys on the pre-
vious Friday, but Hayes claimed 
she never showed up.

Ackerson’s brother, Jason Ack-
erson, claimed that Grant Hayes 
was “very controlling and very 
manipulative,” according to WT-
VD’s report.

“It was hard to contact her with-
out getting in fear of her life,” 
Ackerson told WTVD. “And we 
should have taken the threats more 
seriously. Grant Hayes and his 
wife are monsters.” 
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Former St. John Residents Grant and Amanda 
Hayes Indicted on Murder Charges in N.C.

In an effort to welcome veterans at the August 28 Team River 
Runner kayak race fundraiser, the public is asked to stop by Con-
nections at either location to sponsor an American flag. The sug-
gested donation is $5.

The flags will welcome veterans at the August 28 event at Op-
penheimer, where funds will be raised for Team River Runner’s 
annual trip to Cinnamon Bay later this year.

Public Asked To Sponsor Flags To 
Welcome Veterans at Kayaking Event

John’s Folly Learning Institute students who recetly returned 
from a trip to Puerto Rico will be giving a presentation on their 
travels on Saturday, August 27, at 7 p.m. at JFLI. Light hors 
d’ouevres and drinks will be served. All are welcome to attend.

JFLI Student Presentation August 27

The Virgin Islands Police Department cautions street racers 
that there will be a heightened alert for illegal drag racing in the 
St. Thomas/St. John district, particularly in Coral Bay, during the 
Labor Day weekend which begins Friday, September 2, and ends 
Monday, September 5.  

Acting Police Commissioner Raymond L. Hyndman said the 
police department has zero tolerance for street racing on the public 
roadways and anyone who is caught racing will face severe penal-
ties. 

“I have personally inspected the site and it is not suitable for 
drag racing,” said Hyndman. “The site is unsafe for both drivers 
and spectators. Any race held there could potentially result in seri-
ous injury or even death.”

To address this serious issue, officers will continue enforcing all 
traffic laws during this time to include, but not limited to speeding, 
reckless driving, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 
illegal vehicle alteration and uninsured or unregistered vehicles on 
both islands.

Hyndman also emphasized that illegal drag racing becomes es-
pecially dangerous when the racers are often young and inexperi-
enced.

St. John Deputy Police Chief Darren Foy added that in the past 
individuals have travelled to St. John during the Labor Day holi-
day weekend to race illegally on the public roadways in Coral Bay. 
Although no injuries were reported, he said police have prevented 
and will continue to prevent the crowd from racing in the area.

The safety of the community remains the police department’s 
number one priority, Hyndman explained. 

Drivers Cautioned Against Illegal 
Drag Racing in Labor Day Events

The St. John Chapter of the St. Thomas-St. John Chamber of 
Commerce has canceled its monthly meeting and urge its mem-
bers to attend the Tuesday, August 23 Public Services Commission 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. at the Julius E. Sprauve School.

Instead, the chapter urges its members and the public to attend 
the PSC meeting, where members of the commission will want to 
hear from the community regarding ferry service.

“They have taken the time to plan a meeting just for St. John, so 
please plan to attend to discuss any ferry service issues,” said St. 
John Chapter representative Kate Norfleet.

The St. John chapter also asks members and residents to contact 
local senators regarding a legislative bill proposing a one cent per 
pound tax on all goods imported into the territory.

PSC Meeting Set for August 23



By andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds

The 89-foot ferry was removed 
more than a month after the Royal 
Miss Belmar ran aground on Great 
St. James island injuring five of its 
98 passengers, who were traveling 
back to St. Croix at the close of St. 
John Festival on July 4.

Residents watched from differ-
ent vantage points on the western 
end of St. John midday on Satur-
day, August 13, as Don Jon Marine 
Co. salvage crews on board the tug 
boat Mary Alice, with the help of 
the 400-ton New York-based re-
volving barge crane Colombia-
New York, plucked the ferry from 
the rocks and hoisted it onto the 
barge.

The operation, which took ap-
proximately six hours to complete, 
was overseen by Coast Guard Inci-
dent Management personnel.

“This removal operation was a 
success due to the systematic co-
ordination and planning efforts be-
tween federal and local agencies, 
local commercial salvage compa-
nies and Don Jon Marine Co. to 
safely remove the Royal Miss Bel-
mar from its grounded location,” 
said Lt. Kristen Preble, Coast 
Guard Sector San Juan Chief of 
Incident Management.

The crane and required equip-
ment were set up within two hours 
of the salvage crew’s arrival, in-

cluding the fastening of a series of 
cargo straps around the bottom of 
the Royal Miss Belmar.

The passenger ferry was trans-
ported to Crown Bay Marina on 
St. Thomas where it was further 
secured before being transported to 
Savannah, Georgia, where assess-
ments will be made to determine 
the Royal Miss Belmar’s future.

Other agencies assisting on 
scene were the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands Depart-
ment of Planning and Natural Re-
sources, Sea Tow and Husky Sal-
vage.

The Royal Miss Belmar ran hard 
aground on the northeastern shore 
of Great St. James island on the 
night of July 4 just before 10 p.m., 
minutes after it departed Cruz Bay 
for St. Croix.

A crew of St. John Rescue 
emergency responders spent the 
rest of the night ferrying all on 
board, some on stretchers, over 
the ferry’s aft gunwale and down 
about eight feet to a life raft tied to 
the stern of the vessel.

The rescue effort would have 
been tricky enough in daylight, but 
the emergency came in the pitch 
dark of night in rough seas and 
high winds, according to emergen-
cy responders.

The evacuation effort was com-
pleted at 5:30 a.m. the morning 

of July 5. Injuries sustained in 
the accident were not critical, and 
the Royal Miss Belmar remained 
aground until its August 13 re-
moval.

Coast Guard Marine investiga-
tors continue working with the 
vessel owner and local authori-
ties to investigate the cause of the 
grounding.

Thursday, Sept. 1st
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Royal Miss Belmar removed from Great St. James island
St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tropical Focus Photography

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of USCG

The Colombia New York barge with a 440-ton crane 
hoists the Royal Miss Belmar passenger ferry during 
salvage operations by Don Jon Marine Co., Coast Guard, 
federal and local agencies and local commercial salvage 
companies.
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By andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds

Perhaps still troubled by multi-story developments 
that have gone awry, St. John residents zeroed in on 
building height during the Thursday, August 11, dis-
cussion on the second module of U.S. Virgin Islands 
Development Code revisions.

Planning consultant Jim Duncan of Duncan Asso-
ciates and Stuart Meck of Rutgers University, which 
has been tasked with overhauling the Virgin Islands’ 
nearly 40-year-old building code, presented the op-
tion of limiting building height by feet rather than by 
stories.

“Most codes use feet rather than stories,” said 
Duncan. “This prevents creative architects from im-
plementing things like mezzanines. Height is the real 
issue.”

Deciding on a procedure for measuring building 
height, however, could be tenuous thanks to the V.I.’s 
steep, hilly terrain.

“You could have a building that’s 38 feet up but 
still below the upper road,” said Andrew Penn.

“You all are very unique,” Duncan agreed. “The 
code needs to be written for what you think you can 
build.”

Duncan and Meck proposed that cisterns will be 
excluded from building height, which will be mea-
sured from the lowest point where the building meets 
existing grade to the top of the building’s roof. The 
duo said that aside from enforcement, height has been 
the number one building issue cited by V.I. residents.

“I’m 100 percent with them on the fact that we 
have to get away from stories,” said Department of 
Planning and Natural Resources Division of Compre-

hensive and Coastal Zone Planning Director Stuart 
Smith. “It taxes our resources and has put us in legal 
battles.”

St. John architect Rob Crane offered his thoughts 
on the height issue.

“It seems you could circumvent this problem with 
both a habitable floor count and a height limit,” said 
Crane. “I’m working on a one-story house on the East 
End where the back side is buried 10 feet, and on the 
downhill side it’s 20 feet high plus the roof. It’s really 
hard.”

The other issue raised by several of the approxi-
mately 10 residents who attended the public meet-
ing was Meck and Duncan’s proposal that accessory 
buildings, air conditioning units, balconies, cisterns, 
porches, stairs and pools be allowed within a prop-
erty’s setback.

“I think you should take swimming pools and cis-
terns off that list right off the bat,” said Crane. “I’m 
working on two houses in Great Cruz Bay which are 
both built right to the setbacks. In your interpretation, 
I could take their two decks and join them.”

Meck and Duncan toured the islands in Decem-
ber, looking at different uses and measuring existing 
buildings to see how they fit in to the current code. 
The duo is part of a team that has been working on 
revamping the V.I. building code since August 2010. 
The module presented at the August 11 meeting is the 
second of an estimated six modules that will be pre-
sented to the public before going to the V.I. Senate 
for approval.

St. John residents are urged to review the code re-
visions at planning.dpnr.gov.vi and submit comments 
to Smith at 774-3320 or smith@dpnr.gov.vi.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Andrea Millam  

Stuart Meck of Rutgers University discusses the framework for revisions to the V.I. 
Development Code at a Thursday, August 11, meeting at the Nazareth Lutheran Church.

Building Height Dominates Code Revision 
Discussion at August 11 Meeting



The 72-foot glass bottom boat was purchased with 
a big goal in mind: to unite the young and old, resi-
dents and visitors, and to expose the children of the 
Virgin Islands to the territory’s stunning natural re-
sources.

“It’s an opportunity for our kids in the Virgin Is-
lands to be able to see marine wildlife in its natural 
habitat, while developing their social skills by mix-
ing them with tourists and island seniors,” said Stan-
ley Hedrington of Global Marine. “The boat is big 
enough that we can host both a classroom and a semi-
or group. We have to find a way to expose the children 
to marine wildlife, which is one of the most important 
things we have here in the Virgin Islands.”

The Discovery was blessed in July, and crews spent 
some time motoring around Pillsbury Sound and be-
yond seeking out the best sites for viewing marine 
life through the boat’s underwater windows. The wa-
ters around Stevens Cay, Congo and Lovango teemed 
with stingrays, sharks, starfish, conch and more.

“We saw some special sites,” said Carmen He-
drington. “It was awesome.”

Stanley Hedrington, an avid diver, appreciates the 
opportunity to view underwater sea life without the 
extra worry that comes with diving.

“I wasn’t able to really appreciate the fact that it’s 
a whole different world until I took a little tour,” he 
said. “I didn’t have to worry about running out of air 
or getting a cramp. I could really focus on the beauty 
of it all.”

“This is an opportunity we have to let our kids 
know the value of the marine industry and how we 
can benefit from preserving it,” Hedrington added.

For more information on the glass bottom boat 
Discovery, contact Global Marine at 779-1739.

Discovery Glass Bottom Boat aims 
to Bring residents, Visitors together
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Continued from Front Page

Beautiful Bounty

Photo by Steve Simonsen

GHS camp kids inside the Discovery.
St. John celebrated 

the V.I. Agriculture 
Department's National 
Farmers Market Week 
with its own farmers 
market on Sunday, 
August 14, at the 
Lumberyard.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by 
Tropical Focus Photography  
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They respond to 150 calls for 
help each year. They train island 
residents in first aid and CPR. 
They extract victims from man-
gled car wrecks, rappell down 
hillsides to rescue accident vic-
tims and deliver bodies of the 
deceased to the Myrah Keating 
Smith Community Health Center.

But despite all that St. John 
Rescue does for Love City, the 
volunteer organization remains 
homeless.

“Even though we provide an 
extremely valuable service to 
our community, we’ve never had 
a home,” said St. John Rescue 
training officer Bob Malacarne. 

This presents a problem for the 
organization, which must keep 
track of numerous documents 
and training supplies. Malacar-
ne stores mannequins and other 
training tools at his own home.

“When we go train someone, I 
have to schlep the equipment to 
the vehicle, unpack and set up at 
the training facility, then pack ev-
erything up again and take it back 
home,” he said. “It’s very time 
consuming.”

While a facility large enough 
to store necessary tools and docu-
ments and train residents in CPR 
would be ideal, the organization 
would be happy just having a 
place for storage.

Plans to work with the V.I. gov-
ernment to acquire a piece of land 
on Gifft Hill have fallen through, 
and grants the organization re-
ceives from the government will 
not cover the cost of buying or 
building a home for St. John Res-
cue.

“We’re the only volunteer res-
cue agency in the Virgin Islands 
that doesn’t have a place of our 
own,” said Malacarne. “We re-
spond to more calls each year than 
St. Thomas, but the grant money 
is allocated based on population, 
so we receive the least governent 

funding.”
Although St. John Rescue pro-

vides the government a free ser-
vice by delivering bodies of the 
deceased to Myrah Keating, the 
volunteer organization is charged 
full price to register their rescue 
vehicle each year.

“We do that as a courtesy, 
above and beyond what rescue 
squads typically do,” said Malac-
arne. “We don’t mind doing it, but 
we feel that we get the short end 
of the stick.”

It’s now become painfully ob-
vious that a place to call home is 
an important part of the services 
St. John Rescue provides to the 
community.

“We are forced to beg for ven-
ues to teach our classes,” said 
Malacarne. “The Westin, Myrah 

Keating, the Marketplace and the 
Nazareth Lutheran Church have 
been gracious enough to provide 
space from time to time. Several 
documents have been lost as a 
result of not having a central lo-
cation where we can store our 
equipment.”

The volunteer organization is 
not expecting to find a place for 
free; however, they acknowledge 
that they don’t have much to 
spend on rent.

St. John Rescue is a non-profit 
organization, meaning any break 
in rent offered to them can serve 
as a tax write-off.

The group is hoping to find a 
space of at least 12 by 20 feet.

“We don’t want to spend a lot 
of money on rent because it takes 
away from training and the other 

things that we do,” said Malac-
arne. “We just want to get the 
word out. We are willing to pay; 
however, we operate on grants 
and private donations so we don’t 
have a large supply of funds for 
rent.”

St. John Rescue often provides 
backup for the island’s single am-
bulance crew. When the ambu-
lance is on a call or transporting a 
patient to St. Thomas via the Star 
of Life, St. John Rescue is tasked 
with responding to any emergen-
cies that may arise.

“There have been numerous 
times where the ambulance has 
been on another call and we’re the 
only ones available,” said Malac-
arne. “We’re spread out all over 
the island, which is especially 
important in Coral Bay, where it 
takes at least 30 minutes for the 
ambulance to get out there. Peo-
ple know us and they like what 
we do.”

“For a small island like this 
and considering we’re not even 
primary responders, 150 calls a 
year is a lot,” he added.

To contact St. John Rescue re-
garding a space to rent, call Mal-
acarne at 626-5118.
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St. John Rescue Seeks Home Base for Its Operations
“We’re the only volunteer rescue agency in the Virgin Islands that 

doesn’t have a place of our own. We respond to more calls each 
year than St. Thomas, but the grant money is allocated based on 
population, so we receive the least governent funding.”

– Bob Malacarne, St. John Rescue Training Officer
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One young Virgin Islander 
is undertaking a huge effort to 
make a positive change in his is-
land home, and it all began with 
an idea that came to him in the 
shower.

Lincoln Liburd, 20, a 2008 
graduate of the Gifft Hill School 
who is entering his senior year at 
Stanford University, has devel-
oped the V.I. Scholars Program, 
a three-week course open to St. 
Thomas and St. John residents 
who are in high school, with the 
ultimate goal of helping them 
develop leadership skills and 
prompting them to make positive 
changes within their community.

The three-week program ex-
poses students to classes on pub-
lic speaking, leadership and more, 
while connecting them with com-
munity leaders from senators to 
leaders in the non-proft sector.

Stanford students and alumni 
are volunteering their time to help 
run the program.

“The idea is that you can’t 
change the community without 
solutions that get the whole com-
munity involved,” said Liburd.

Social impact projects encour-
age V.I. Scholars students to take 
on an issue in the local commu-
nity, whether it be teen pregnancy 
or gang violence, and create a so-
lution to share at the end of the 
three-week session.

V.I. Scholars was borne out 
of Liburd’s wondering what he 
would do post-Stanford.

“I want to be able to bring a 
brighter future to the V.I.,” he 
says, citing the territory’s high 
murder per capita and dropout 
rates as some of the more serious 
issues faced in the Virgin Islands.

“Lincoln is such a visionary,” 
said fellow Stanford student Jen-
ny Peter, who came to the V.I. to 
help Liburd run the program. 

V.I. Scholars’ inaugural pro-
gram, which ran from July 31 to 
August 20, kicked off with eight 
students: two from St. John, and 
six from St. Thomas; of whom 
five from public school, three 
from private. The students rep-
resent a wide range of ethnicities 
and socioeconomic statuses. 

Liburd hopes to continue to 
flesh out the program in the com-
ing years by opening it to more 
students and providing more re-
sources including SAT prep.

“We want to get the students 
as early as possible and get them 
through college,” he said. “We 
want to ensure an extensive net-
work to encourage responsible 
citizenship, so these students are 
always thinking about how to bet-
ter their communities.”

Liburd’s ultimate goal with the 
program is to increase the liveli-
hood of every Virgin Islander and 
to improve conditions in the ter-
ritory, whose prosperity is clearly 
near and dear to his heart.

“These kids are lucky,” said 
Liburd of the eight students in this 
year’s V.I. Scholars program. “I 
wish I’d had something like this 
growing up, because I might’ve 
been able to reach 300 kids in-
stead of 30.”

The program’s impact is al-
ready apparent in this year’s stu-
dents, who are well-spoken and 
enthusiastic about V.I. Scholars.

Gabrielle Bailey, 13, of St. 
Thomas, who hopes to one day be 
a pediatrician specializing in car-
diology or oncology, joined the 
program in the hopes of trying to 
make a change in her community.

“It’s fun,” said Bailey of the 

program. “I thought it’d help me 
become a better leader.”

Shahara-Ann Donastorg, 17, 
also of St. Thomas, hopes to one 
day be a pediatrician or a mid-
wife.

“I want to improve my public 
speaking and computer skills,” 
she said of why she joined the 
program. “It connects us with 
mentors; mine is helping with my 
college and scholarship applica-
tions. The program is great, I’m 
learning a lot, and I think it’s re-
ally beneficial.”

V.I. Scholars could not have 
come to fruition without the help 
of several different people and or-
ganizations, including the Stand-
ford students and alumni who 
volunteered their time; the Com-
munity Foundation of the Virgin 
Islands, the V.I. Department of 
Labor and the St. John Accom-
modations Council, which helped 
fund the program through grants; 
and local businesses including the 
Westin, Gifft Hill School, Sam-
uel Cottages, L&L Jeep Rental, 
Windward Passage, Bolongo 
Bay and the St. John Community 
Foundation.

For more information or to ap-
ply for next year’s V.I. Scholars 
program, visit www.vischolars.
org or check out the group’s Fa-
cebook page.
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V.I. Scholars Aims To Create Future Leaders, 
Effect Positive Change in the Commmunity
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St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Andrea Milam   

V.I. Scholars students attend classes on leadership, 
computer skills and more as part of the three-week 
program.

announcing
Heather Brewster 

is now a Notary Public
and available at 

Connections East
Mon. - Thurs.
9:30 - 5:30

or by appointment.

Cruz Bay - 340-776-6922        Coral Bay - 340-779-4994
connections@islands.vi      •      www.connectionsstjohn.com



By Mauri elbel
St. John Tradewinds

Grotto-goers need not fear: Al-
though the island’s most popular 
deli has changed hands, its lauded 
menu and reasonable prices aren’t 
going anywhere.  

Chris Sepe is the new owner/
chef of Deli Grotto, the venerated 
eatery that has been gathering a 
following for the past six years 
from its convenient locale tucked 
inside Mongoose Junction, and he 
doesn’t plan to fix what isn’t bro-
ken.

“Nothing is going to change,” 
said Sepe, who bought Deli Grotto 
nearly two months ago. “The pre-
vious owners created a good thing 
and it would be stupid to change 
it.”

Even the highly lauded Grotto 
Bread — a yeasty concoction fea-
tured in mouth-watering menu 
items like the deli’s signature 
French toast and available for pur-
chase as a whole loaf — will keep 
its original recipe, a fear Sepe has 
frequently quelled since taking 
over Deli Grotto. 

Sepe was living on St. John for 
two years before he seized on the 
opportunity to own a business that 
would fit his family-man lifestyle. 

“I have been a chef my whole 
life and have been looking for 
a good, working business down 
here – something that would al-
low me to spend time with my 
family,” said Sepe, who has 9-, 
11- and 18-year-old daughters and 
an 8-month-old son. “The daytime 
hours are great with my schedule, 
which is rare for a chef.”

Hailing from California, with a 
long stint in Miami, and most re-
cently, as a chef at W!kked, the St. 
Thomas waterside bar and restau-
rant at Yacht Haven, Sepe’s culi-
nary background stretches far but 
takes root in good, simple food. 

“I love working with seafood, 
you can do a lot of things with it,” 
he said. “But I am just as happy 
with a good sandwich.” 

Anyone who has bitten into 
Deli Grotto’s scrumptious staples 
— like the Grotto Chicken Panini 
featuring smoked and pulled white 
meat chicken, mozzarella, toma-

toes, red onion and lightly spread 
chipotle mayonnaise on made-
from-scratch rosemary and onion 
focaccia or the Pink Cadillac, a 
delightful creation of turkey, ched-
dar, guacamole, salsa and cream 
cheese contained in pumpernickel 
— knows its sandwiches speak for 
themselves.  

“The bread is impossible not to 
eat,” Sepe said. “And we’ve also 
got great desserts we make home-
made each day. It’s pretty hard to 
stay away from them.”

Deli Grotto’s famous desserts 
— think coconut chocolate bars 
and Jumbles, a chocolate, peanut 
butter and oat concoction that fly 
off the shelves — are the perfect 
after-meal pick-me-up, especially 
when paired with one of the half-
dozen espresso treats on offer. 

The deli, open weekdays from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m., is an ideal stop-
off to a day on the North Shore. 

And with hearty beginnings like 
its Breakfast Burrito consisting of 
eggs, cheddar, salsa, potatoes and 
sausage blanketed in a flour torti-
lla, you can spend the entire day 
on the beach before hunger pangs 
start to creep. 

And with inexpensive breakfast 
and lunch items ($3 to $8), there 
is nothing not to like about Deli 
Grotto’s menu. 

“The menu prices are what 
makes this such a popular place,” 
Sepe said. “Living on St. John is 
so expensive — so not only the 
tourists, but the locals, like it here. 
This is the place to go for a sand-
wich and a drink for under $10.”

Although Sepe admits his new 
position is hard work, he said the 
career change has allowed him to 
pursue his passion while spending 
time with his family. 

“I’ve been around food my 
whole life,” he said. “Owning Deli 
Grotto is something I wanted to do 
for my family life.”
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deli Grotto Switches hands; 
Sandwiches Stay the Same

berOpen 7 Nights a Weekopen 6  days  .  c losed tuesdays
693.7755 or  w w w.latapast john.com

Experienced . Personalized . Professional . Proven

Seaview Vacation Homes, Inc.
Short Term-Full Service Since 1985
Vacation Villa ManageMent

24 years of on island rental service

e: info@seaviewhomes.com 
w: www.seaviewhomes.com

t: 340-776-6805; toll-free 1-888-625-2963

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

•  Home of Josephine’s Greens
•  Landscape Design/Installation
•  Irrigation & Maintenance

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 
Gold Addy Award Magazine design
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New Deli Grotto owner Chris Sepe has promised not to 
change the deli's tried and true recipe for success.



By andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds

As Dale Hendrickson neared retirement, he and his 
partner, Rita Alexander, came up with an idea. The 
two decided that St. John could use another car repair 
center, and two years later, they’d secured a location, 
built a brand new facility and opened for business.

“We realized St. John needed another tire shop,” 
said Hendrickson. “So we came up with the idea, got 
the property, then decided that this is what we were 
going to do.”

“We had no experience, none at all,” he continued. 
“But we knew we had a good tire guy, so we knew 
it was going to do well. He knows everything about 
cars.”

Hendrickson retired in January after 20 years at 
WAPA and now works as a full-time taxi driver, and 
Alexander worked at Bougainvillea for the past seven 
years.

Dale Tire Shop, named, of course, after its owner, 
opened in early August, and so far, the duo says busi-
ness has been great.

Located behind Marina Market and accessed via 
the road at Candi’s BBQ, the tire shop’s brand new 
building features all the quality equipment one needs 
to service cars, including a car lift and two tire mount-
ing machines, one of which is a heavy duty tire ma-
chine that can handle rims up to 32 inches – the only 
such machine on island.

In addition to mounting tires, Dale Tire Shop sells 
all brands of tires and can also do oil changes, brake 
changes, spark plugs, tire rotation, disposal of tires 
and more.

St. John native Neil Bridgewater is the shop’s me-
chanic, and customers can be assured their vehicles 
are in good hands at the new tire shop.

Bridgewater’s experience began in Job Corps, fol-
lowed by four years as a mechanic at E&C. He then 
worked at Texaco for two years before branching out 
on his own to do window tinting and auto detailing.

“Even during that time, all my friends used to 
bring their cars to me for oil and brake changes,” said 
Bridgewater.

Although there are other places on island to get a 
tune-up, Dale Tire Shop offers more, explained Hen-
drickson.

“We have the best price, and the service is quick; 
you’ll be in and out,” said Hendrickson. “Our staff is 
very friendly.”

But the shop isn’t trying to edge anyone out of 
business, Hendrickson is quick to clarify.

“We don’t do body work,” he said. “We leave that 
for [St. John mechanic] Halle. It’s a small island, and 
we have to share.”

Dale Tire Shop is open Monday through Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. You can reach them at 774-
9104.

“We have the best price, and the 
service is quick; you’ll be in and 
out. Our staff is very friendly.”

– Dale Hendrickson, co-owner of Dale Tire Shop
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Rapid Response Session To Be 
Conducted for Employees of 

Caneel Bay Resort on Aug. 24-25
St. John Tradewinds

The V.I. Department of Labor in collaboration with the Caneel 
Bay Resort management team will provide rapid response sessions 
to Caneel Bay employees on August 24 and 25 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the resort.

The DOL will be assisting Caneel Bay employees as the resort 
temporarily suspends business from August 26-October 13 to ad-
dress general repairs and maintenance needs. A small core of em-
ployees will be retained to provide essential services.

“The Virgin Islands Rapid Response Team, headed by the De-
partment of Labor, exists to ease the impact of layoffs and to as-
sure that workers are offered a full range of benefits,” said DOL 
Commissioner Albert Bryan. “The employees will complete appli-
cations for unemployment benefits, and will receive an introduc-
tion of services available for dislocated workers. Information will 
also be made available on community services by local agencies 
that provide help and support to the workers and their families.”

For additional information, contact Barbara Wheatley, Business 
and Special Services Coordinator at 776-3700 ext. 2063.

Dale Tire Shop Offers Top-notch 
Mechanic, Low Prices, Friendly Service

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Andrea Milam  

Mechanic Neil Bridgewater shows off Dale Tire Shop's 
heavy duty tire mounting machine.



By Mauri elbel
St. John Tradewinds

Master mariners and world travelers Peter 
and Dorothy Muilenburg have bid farewell 
to the boat they built on the East End and 
spent the past quarter century sailing from 
St. John shores. 

“It was a long time coming,” said Peter, 
who has battled Parkinson’s disease for the 
past 20 years. “When we had to sell the boat, 
one of the unhappy thoughts was the possi-
bility of it being sailed somewhere else.”

But the ending between the gifted author 
and his gaff rigged, 42-foot, 24-ton sailboat 
which has embedded itself into the local 
sailing lore over the years is bittersweet. 

Breath, which the Muilenburgs sold to 
Amy and Jesse Consolatti in mid-July, will 
stay anchored in Coral Bay. And the new 
Wisconsin-based owners plan to operate 
Breath’s charter business in the same capac-
ity as before with Colin Hanson, who has 
worked alongside Peter for the past eight 
years, as her captain. 

Amy Consolatti said she fell in love with 
Breath when she and her 12-year-old son, 
Caden, came to St. John in March and went 
sailing on Breath with her younger sister, 
Lindsay MacDonald, also Hanson’s girl-
friend and a close friend of the Muilenburgs. 
A few months later MacDonald called her 
sister to say Breath was for sale, and the 
Consolattis decided to seize the opportunity 
to run a family charter business they hope 
will earn enough money to cover frequent 
visits to St. John.

“We want to keep Breath in Coral Bay 
and keep her rich history and tradition alive 
while gearing the charter business toward 
families,” Amy said. “This was just one of 

those things I wanted to do as a family busi-
ness – to be able to teach my son to sail, 
keep it in the family, keep running the char-
ters with Colin still captaining and my sister 
as the first mate.”

The Muilenburgs couldn’t be more 

pleased with the way the deal turned out. Pe-
ter calls Breath a St. John boat – built on the 
island’s shores and even saved by its people, 
referring to the time in 2001 when Breath 
wrecked onto a rocky Bahamian beach and 
community members banded together to 

raise enough money to bring her back to life 
and sail her home. 

“This is exactly what I wanted to see if I 
had to sell the boat,” he said. “Colin knows 
it from scratch. He has been the skipper for 
several years. It was a sweet ending.”

Talking with Peter makes it evident that 
Breath was not just a boat; she was a part of 
the life he built with his wife, Dorothy, and 
their two sons, Rafael, now a Harvard Law 
graduate who practices on St. John, and Di-
ego, who is finishing his last year of training 
to become an oncological surgeon. 

“I had some great experiences – from 
the time we built the boat, we sailed it,” 
said Peter, whose book, Adrift on a Sea of 
Blue Light, chronicles some of the interest-
ing stories and touching memories created 
along the way. “It was a wonderful way of 
life.”

Peter built Breath, the biggest boat ever 
constructed on St. John, from 1980 to 1982. 
And from the time she set sail in ‘83 with the 
Muilenburgs at her helm, Breath has criss-
crossed the Caribbean as far west as Cuba 
and as far south as the Venezuelan coastlines, 
traveled the Bahamas several times over, ex-
plored the mid-Atlantic Azores archipelago, 
anchored in the waters surrounding Portugal 
and Spain, spent a summer in Greece and 
Turkey, and sailed down the coast of Africa 
to Morocco, into the Canary Islands, and 
250 miles up the Gambia River. 

“You can’t travel as many miles as we 
have without getting the experiences to 
talk about,” Peter said. “There was always 
something more interesting than staying at 
home when you had a great boat like I had. 
And you are never a tourist when you are 
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barefoot
design group,llc

licensed architect
A I A  m e m b e r
NCARB certified

mongoose junct ion, po box 1772
st . john, us v i rg in is lands 00831
tel (340) 693-7665, fax (340) 693-8411

barefootaia.com

professional design
and

development services

ATTENTION ST. JOHN HOMEOWNERS

hiring Professionals
To mainTain your home is

NOT AN EXTRAVAGANCE
iT is

SMART BUSINESS SENSE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS AT

Cimmaron Property Management
st. John’s Premier Property management 

Company Providing:
COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
GUEST SERVICES

(340) 715-2666 / www.cimmaronstjohn.com / info@cimmaronstjohn.com
P.O. Box 37, St. John, VI  00831 / Lumberyard Complex – Cruz Bay

Sweet Sale: Muilenburgs Bid Goodbye but Breath Stays Close

St. John Tradewinds News Photo   

Breath, which has traveled 50,000 miles during its lifetime, will remain in 
Coral Bay under new ownership.

Continued on Page 16
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The new owners of the Voyages building are requesting a zone change from W-1 to B-2 
to operate the property as an inn with 27 rooms.

“We want to create an inn that is cutting 
edge in environmentally friendly operations, 
low and renewable (solar) energy use, as well 
as a resource for guests to learn about the 
natural beauty of St. John.”

– Karen Vahling, St. John resident and planned manager of the proposed inn
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Voyages Building Proposed 
as New Coral Bay Inn

St. John Tradewinds
The long-vacant Voyages build-

ing in Coral Bay is proposed for 
a new voyage as the Coral Bay 
Inn, a “green inn” that will bring 
affordable, convenient lodging to 
the heart of Coral Bay.  The new 
owners also plan to bring green to 
the community — in the form of 
tourism revenue and jobs.

The Voyages building and the 
vacant lot behind it are under con-
tract through a partnership of local 
and seasonal residents, each hav-
ing extensive experience in the 
lodging industry. In collaboration 
with a financial partner, long-time 
Coral Bay residents Karen and Rob 
Vahling plan to oversee construc-
tion and management of the inn. 
The Vahlings, who recently built 
their own home in Coral Bay, are 
excited about what the inn can of-
fer the community and its guests.

“We think a small inn will bring 
a breath of life to Coral Bay busi-
nesses, and it couldn’t be in a bet-
ter location,” said Karen Vahling. 
“The building has been vacant for 
years and the community needs 
some benefit versus a degrading 
building.”

Instead of starting another new 
construction on the island, plans 
are to keep the existing footprint 
of the Voyages building and add 
one floor, with parking on the va-
cant lot behind the building.    

Vahling, also executive director 
of the Island Green Building Asso-
ciation, is adamant that the Coral 
Bay Inn will be a “green inn” 
wherever possible.  

“We want to create an inn that 
is cutting edge in environmentally 
friendly operations, low and renew-
able (solar) energy use, as well as 
a resource for guests to learn about 
the natural beauty of St. John,” 
said Vahling. “Everything guests 
use will be eco-friendly yet com-

fortable, and every place they look 
will offer something to learn about 
our island ecosystems and nature 
— from the artwork, to books, to 
native landscaping around the inn. 
Everything will offer a message 
that St. John is a treasure to enjoy 
and protect.” 

Guests will enjoy harbor views 
from the planned balconies and the 
convenience of being located next 
to Cocoloba Shopping Center, on 
the bus line, and in walking dis-
tance to other restaurants, shops, 
and harbor excursions.  

“The inn will be ideal for visi-
tors who want the convenience 
and affordability of an inn, and 
rooms can be rented nightly,” said 
Vahling.  

Upscale rooms will offer hotel-
like amenities but without a res-
taurant or spa, and will be in the 
$200-a-night range.  

“We want guests to stay with us 
but to visit Coral Bay businesses 
for shopping, dining, tours and 
services while they’re here,” Vahl-
ing said. “We look forward to of-
fering the Coral Bay Inn as a win-
win part of the community.”

The buyers have submitted a 
rezoning application to change 
the existing zoning from W-1 to 
B-2 for converting the building 
to an inn with a maximum of 27 
rooms, as designed by architect 
Rob Crane, also a board member 
of the Island Green Building Asso-
ciation. Both current and proposed 
zoning allow for three stories.  

There will be a public hearing 
on September 7 at 6 p.m., at the 
Guy H. Benjamin School in Coral 
Bay, Room 6. The Vahlings en-
courage the community to come 
discuss the Coral Bay Inn and sup-
port the rezoning request.  

For more info email karen.vahl-
ing@yahoo.com or call 340-227-
1110.

How can you cut your 
electricity  bill immediately 

and significantly?
A renewable 

energy system
Solar panels or 
wind turbine

Now is the time: The Virgin Island Energy Office is 
offering 50 percent rebates on photovoltaic panels and 

wind turbines.  On top of that residents are eligble for 30 
percent income tax credit.

Quick calculation
2Kw PV systems produces on average 
9kwh of power per day
270 kwh per month at 41 cents
$110 savings per month

Call the Energy Office, 713-8436, St. Croix; 714-8436 St. Thomas



By dr. elaine Campbell
Special to St. John Tradewinds

Visitors to the St. John Animal 
Care Center shelter on the library 
road in Cruz Bay have been noting 
all the towels and rugs hung out 
daily to dry in the sunshine.  

Not only is this sight a testimo-
ny to the cleanliness of the shelter, 
it also displays shelter administra-
tor Sally Nelson’s efforts to save 
electricity as much as possible by 
using St. John sunshine instead of 
the shelter dryer. 

The shelter is essentially a small 
two-floor structure with dog runs 
to the rear. The top floor houses 
the office, bathroom, utility room, 
isolation area, supply closet, and 
two rooms full of cages for cats 
and kittens. 

The bottom level is doggie town 
with sturdy kennels each housing a 
single resident or two dog friends. 
There is also a large puppy kennel 
where puppy litters can hang out 
and romp together. The runs in the 
rear provide extra kennel and ex-
ercise space.

Keeping all these units clean is 
the first order of the day. Kimber 
Marnen, ACC’s devoted Kennel 
Technician, is in charge of caring 
for the downstairs residents and 
their kennels while Nelson cares 
for the upstairs felines which cur-
rently number almost 60 — the 
largest number of resident kitties 
in ACC’s history! Nelson is being 
assisted in this daunting task by 
two young summer interns, Ken-
cia Jolly and William Vesey.

Rugs, water and food bowls, 
some dog beds, and a large supply 
of donated towels are all washed 
daily. The puppies and adult dogs 
are bathed immediately when they 
arrive at the shelter and as fre-
quently thereafter as Marnen sees 
needed. And the concrete kennel 
floors are scrubbed daily.  

Since the kennels are all usually 
occupied, a problem arises. Where 
to put an evacuated dog while the 

kennel floor dries? Stated another 
way, how can Marnen and Nelson 
get the kennel floors dried quick-
ly?

Rather than waiting for the 
sunshine to dry the floors (sun-
shine is fitful this season), they 
dry the floors with large donated 
towels which must subsequently 
be washed. Nelson has requested 
the purchase of a heavy-duty shop 
vacuum cleaner with a powerful 
blower to dry the floors immedi-
ately.

A shop vacuum for the kennel 
area would greatly ease cleaning 
chores for the women as well as 
save time, water, soap and power. 
And it would help simplify the 
daily problem of where to move 
each kennel resident during the 
cleaning sessions.

The acquisition of a shop-qual-
ity vacuum cleaner hasn’t been 
budgeted, and Nelson and Marnen 
and the puppies and dogs are seek-
ing help from the St. John com-
munity to provide funding for this 
permanent item. 

Nelson calculated that a dona-
tion of $200 would cover the cost 
of buying a new vacuum (please, 
no second-hand castoffs) as well 
as covering the $50 barge fee to go 
to St. Thomas to shop for it.

If more than one resident or 
visitor donates $200 to the shop 
vacuum fund, he or she can feel 
assured that the money will go 
towards paying for essential food, 
medications, vet visits, and shelter 
upkeep supplies.  

Please write “ACC shelter shop 
vacuum” on a check or money or-
der, or if donating $200 cash, at-
tach a note saying that the dona-
tion is for the shop vacuum fund. 

Drop by to the shelter with a 
donation anytime between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. ACC is a 301(c) approved 
charity and donations for an Ani-
mal Care Center shop vac are in-
come tax deductible.
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2011 Off-Season Restaurant Closures
(Courtesy of Ruth Ernst of St. John Spice)

Animal Care Center Shelter 
Is Seeking Shop Vacuum

Aqua Bistro 776-5336 Kitchen will be closed for 
the first three weeks of September.

Asolare 779-4747 May close one or two nights a 
week during the fall. Call for details. Open for 

dinner 6-9 p.m. every night.

Baked in the Sun Bakery 693-8786 Staying open.

The Banana Deck 693-5055 Closing September 1 
Reopening September 30. Closed Wednesdays, 

lunch and dinner served all other days.

The Beach Bar 777-4220 Staying open

Cactus on the Blue 693-8515 Closing August 15 
Reopening October 1. 

Café Concordia 693-5855 Closing June 12. Call 
for seasonal hours after October 1. Breakfast 

8 to 10 a.m., happy hour 4 to 6 p.m., dinner 6 to 9 
p.m., Sunday brunch 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Café Livin’ 228-1977 Closing around September 
20 Reopening around October 5

Cafe Roma 776-6524 Closing September 4 
Reopening October 4. Open for dinner every 

night.

Castaway 715-3361 Staying open. Bar open 
noon to 2 a.m., kitchen open 1 to 10 p.m., NFL 

Sunday Ticket Sports

Le Chateau de Bordeaux  776-6611 Closing for 
September. Lunch Monday through Friday 11 

a.m. to 4 p.m., dinner Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday by reservation only.

Cruz Bay Prime at the Westin Closing August 15 
Reopening October 11

Da Livio 779-8900 Staying open. Reservations 
normally accepted 6 to 8:30 p.m., but hours are 

flexible. Open for dinner Monday through Saturday.

Donkey Diner 693-5240 Closing August 21 
Reopening in November.

Fatty Crab 775-9951 Closing July 29 Reopening 
October 1

The Fish Trap Restaurant and Seafood market 
693-9994 Closing August 21 Reopening October 

11. Dinner only Tuesday through Sunday 4:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Closed Monday.

Happy Fish 776-1717 Staying open

Iguana Grill 779-7455 Staying open. Bar is open 
now, kitchen will be open by the end of August.

The Inn at Tamarind Court 776-6378 Breakfast 
only in September, except 10 days at the end 

of September when the hotel will be closed for 
renovations. Reopening for breakfast and dinner in 
early October.

Island Blues 776-6800 Staying open except 
possibly one week in October

Jake’s 777-7115 Open every day. Breakfast 
served all day starting at 7:30 a.m. Lunch/Dinner 

menu served noon to 4 a.m.

JJ’s Texas Coast Cafe 776-6908 Staying open

La Plancha del Mar 777-7333 Closing August 7 
Reopening August 22 Dinner 5 to 9 p.m. every 

night.

La Tapa 693-7755 Closing August 27 Reopening 
October 31. Closed on Tuesdays, bar opens at 

5:30 p.m. Dinner served 6 to 10 p.m.

The Lime Inn 779-4199 Closing August 20 
Reopening November 14. Closed Sundays, 

lunch served Monday through Friday, happy hour 3 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, dinner 5:30 to 
10 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

The Lucky Pagoda 774-9900 Open Monday 
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday 

4 to 9 p.m. and Sunday noon to 9 p.m.

Margarita Phil’s 693-8400 Closing September 6 
Reopening September 29

Morgan’s Mango 693-8141 Staying open 

Ocean Grill 693-3304 Closing October 4

Rhumblines 776-0303 Closing September 6 
Reopening September 20. Dinner 5:30 to 10 

p.m., closed Tuesdays. Sunday brunch 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

Ronnie’s Pizza ‘n’ Mo Closing August 20 
Reopening September 25

Sam & Jack’s Deli 714-3354 Closing September 1 
Reopening September 30

Shipwreck Landing 693-5640 Closing August 28 
Reopening November 1

Skinny Legs 779-4982 Closing September 6 
Reopening September 12

Sogo’s Restaurant 779-4404 Staying open.

Sun Dog Cafe Closing August 13 Reopening 
September 12

Gecko Gazebo Bar Closing September 1 
Reopening September 12

Sweet Plantains 777-4653 Closing July 30 
Reopening early November. Closed on Monday 

and Tuesday. Dinner served 5:30 to 9 p.m.

The Tap Room 715-7775 Staying open.

The Tourist Trap 774-0912 Open Tuesday through 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday and 

Monday.

Vie’s Snack Shack 693-5033 Closed first week in 
October

Waterfront Bistro 777-7755 Closing September 5 
Reopening October 7. Lunch, dinner daily.

ZoZo’s  693-9200 Closing September 3 
Reopening first week in October. Closed 

Sundays.

The Animal Care Center of St. John announces its annual fall flea 
market on Saturday, October 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Winston 
Wells ball field. Donations of clean, unbroken goods are currently being 
accepted. Call Oriel Smith at 643-2998 for pickup of large items. Small 
items can be brought to the shelter on the library road in Cruz Bay, Tues-
days through Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ACC Flea Market Set for Saturday, Oct. 22
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Historical 
Bits & Pieces
by Chuck Pishko

Gene Emanuel: St. John Legacy

crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

SUMMER TIME…50% Local Discount

  • $40.00 Maho – double occupancy
  • $52.50 Concordia – double occupancy
     per night for USVI/BVI & PR Residents  
  • $80.00 Maho & $105.00 Concordia
     low season rate for non-residents
   

Enjoy swimming, snorkeling and hiking
at Maho Bay Camps

and Concordia Eco-Tents

340-715-0500
www.maho.org PO Box 310, St. John USVI 00831

 Sunday Brunch 

9am-1pm 

LIVE Classical G
uitar Music

• $40.00 Maho – double occupancy
• $55.00 Concordia – double occupancy
per night for USVI, BVI & PR Residents

• $80.00 Maho / $110.00 Concordia
per night for non-residents (low season)

By Chuck Pishko
St. John Tradewinds

On Monday, August 8, I was 
honored to attend the going-home 
celebration for Professor Gene 
Emanuel on St. Thomas. Gene 
passed unexpectedly on July 28 
during an outstanding career at 
the University of the Virgin Is-
lands and representing his home-
land to the United States, Africa, 
the Caribbean, and Europe. 

He was instrumental in estab-
lishing courses in Virgin Islands 
Culture and Literature at UVI and 
the University of the West Indies. 
He believed that the education of 
our students in the culture, his-
tory, and literature of the Virgin 
Islands and the Caribbean was es-
sential to their self actualization. 

The celebration was very im-
pressive with annotations by fac-
ulty and students as well as mu-
sical selections by Louis Taylor 
accompanied by St. John’s own 
Jonte Samuel on the saxophone, 
St. John’s ECHO people led by 
“Ital“ Anthony, Lorna Freeman, 
Louis Ible, Ira Meyers, Kwabena 
Davis and singers, and Malvern 
Gumbs. Poetry selections and 
dance were also included. Sele 
Adeyemi, scholar and author who 

is a major annual presenter on the 
Fortsberg hike, gave the keynote 
address. 

Gene had a deep appreciation 
of St. John’s history and people. 
He labored on the St. John Slave 
Revolution Commemoration 
Committee and the Pan-African 
Support Group to bring our histo-
ry to life. For more than 25 years 
he and Dr. Gilbert Sprauve led a 
tour of the island’s important sites 
related to the 1733 Slave Revolt 
including a march up Fortsberg to 
commemorate the events of No-
vember 23, 1733, which included 
the capture of the fort there. On 
this occasion the ancestors were 
called upon to bless the remem-
brance. 

Gene set the tone by telling the 
participants of the sacred grounds 
on which they were standing; the 
walls echoed with the freedom 
fighters’ calls, their struggles, 
and their victory. We celebrate it 
because it is part of our sacred 
history which must be heard and 
commemorated so that all genera-
tions may know of the sacrifices 
that were made in 1733 and never 
forget that freedom was born right 
here on St. John. This revolution 
preceded the Haitian Revolu-

tion and the American Revolu-
tion. While the St. John revolt 
had been downplayed, Gene and 
others worked and succeeded in 
bringing this history to the fore-
front. This was a great legacy and 
a noble act for all people. 

Ge had also spoken to the St. 
John Historical Society about the 
need to develop new historical 
perspectives showing respect for 
those whose stories haven’t been 
told. His talk was a scholarly 
masterpiece. He began with refer-
ences to the philosophies of He-
gel and Kant, the region’s many 
nationalities and ethnicities, and 
ended with a charge to continue 
to research St. John history with 
sensitivity and pride. 

Gene was an active participant 
and advisor on a myriad of St. 
John cultural activities includ-
ing Emancipation Day and the 
Folklife Festival. He was at home 
educating the man in the street as 
well as the most erudite scholar 
with the same degree of concern 
and respect. Gene knew that the 
struggle continued and that we 
are still on the road to total free-
dom and harmony. He has joined 
his savior and his ancestors and 
will continue to urge us onward.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo   

Professor Gene Emanuel leads the annual hike to 
Fortsberg commemorating the capture of the fort in the 
1733 slave revolt.



The Captains Association would like to thank those 
who came out and supported the Nicole Robin event at 
Nazareth Lutheran Church on August 4. We’d like to 
thank the persons who donated items, those who par-
ticipated in the ceremony, and those in attendance. 

Special thank you to Pastor Sampson for the use of 

the Nazareth Lutheran Church. 
We would like to ask the general public to please 

continue to pray for the safety of those involved in the 
marine industry. 

Captain lloyd Prince, 
Captains association
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Crossword Answers — Puzzle on Page 20

WhAT DO 
YOu ThInk?

Send your letter to editor@tradewinds.vi

nexT DeADlIne:  
ThurSDAY, SePT. 1ST

Keeping Track of Crime

2011-TO-DATe
Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 2

2nd Degree Burglaries: 7

3rd Degree Burglaries: 24

Grand Larcenies: 39

Rapes: 1

Letters To St. John Tradewinds

SuMMerTIMe PuBlIShIng SCheDule
September 5 and 19

Weekly publication will resume with our October 3rd edition. 
For more information, call Tradewinds at 776-6496 or email info@tradewinds.vi.

Captains Association Asks for Continued Prayers

hyndman named as Acting Police Commissioner

There is a troubling trend in society today. Work-
ers are not being fired when their work performance 
is poor. 

If a company hires a worker, trains them well, pays 
due wage and treats them with respect, that employee 
should show up on time, be polite, perform their du-
ties and, should an incident happen, report the matter 
to their supervisor.

Whether that person is related, has been there for 
years, is a good friend or is on probation, everyone on 
that team must operate as one. That means the com-
pany vision, mission statement and, therefore, actions 
should be internalized.

If the workers of a company have nothing but neg-
ative feelings, management must reorganize. If man-
agement has negative words about their employees, 
they should reexamine their hiring policies.

It will do your company no good if you hire sub-
standard help and allow them to pull down the com-

pany’s image. 
Please note: being fired is not the end of the road. 

For some people it’s a wake-up call. Make sure you 
have good reason and documentation to back up your 
decision. 

This issue doesn’t pertain to young people only. 
There are some older folks in business, church and 
civic groups who are setting bad examples. If the 
owner of the company, the head of the agency, presi-
dent, governor, senator, commissioner holds them-
selves to a high standard and demands that others fol-
low, discipline will be easy to maintain.

The difference between being a heartless boss and 
a compassionate leader is putting God first. Which 
means that loving a neighbor might lead you to firing 
them.

Twice fired,
emmanuel Prince

There's a Difference

St. John Tradewinds
Governor John deJongh last 

week announced the appoint-
ment of Raymond L. Hyndman 
as acting police commissioner 
effective immediately. Former 
Commissioner Novelle Fran-
cis’s last day on the job was 
August 15. Francis retired from 
government service at the end 
of 2010, but at the request of the 
governor agreed to remain at the 
Police Department for a limited 
period.

“The people of the Virgin Is-
lands join me in again extending 
our appreciation to Commission-
er Francis for his years of ser-
vice to the Virgin Islands and for 

the example  he set for so many 
young people as he advanced his 
career from police cadet to com-
missioner,” deJongh said.

As acting commissioner, 
Hyndman will oversee police 
operations in both districts while 
the ongoing search for a per-
manent police commissioner 
continues. Hyndman rejoined 
the Police Department in March 
2010. Over his long career, he 
has held every uniformed posi-
tion, including Chief of Police, 
in the department and has been 
actively engaged in the con-
solidation of the many improve-
ments in police practice and per-
formance initiated by the former 

commissioner.
DeJongh praised the daily ef-

forts of those dedicated men and 
women of the Virgin Islands Po-
lice Department for whom keep-
ing the community safe is more 
than a job, it is a mission. 

“I thank Chiefs Querrard and 
Howell and Deputy Chiefs Foy 
and De Graff for the tireless 
work they do each day in provid-
ing leadership to those men and 
women who have sworn to serve 
and protect all in our territory,” 
said deJongh. “Steadily and re-
lentlessly, they work with all in 
my administration to achieve 
our shared goal of a safer Virgin 
Islands.”



 

St. John Tradewinds
New Office

The St. John Legislature has moved to new quar-
ters, between the police station and La Tapa restau-
rant. An official opening is planned in September, but 
we are open for business, so come by for a visit!

I am in my St. John office one or two days per 
week, plus almost every evening. Catherine Stephen 
is now working full-time and is assisted this summer 
by our industrious intern, Kamaria Penn.

Our telephone number remains 693-8061, but there 
are problems with the phone system. If you cannot get 
through, just drop by. We are here for you.

Nicole robin Voyage Commemorated
Do you know the story of the Nicole Robin? I was 

invited to the small but meaningful celebration of the 
freedom of Love City’s own Nicole Robin ferry boat 
in the early 1970s. The story of the Nicole Robin, 
which was captured by Cuba as it made its way from 
Louisiana to its home base in St. John, is fascinating 
one full of adventure and intrigue.

The full story of this adventure has not yet been 
told, and I hope that St. John media and writers will 
interview the surviving crew members and document 
the adventure of the Nicole Robin.

Senator attends School of Government
In July I attended a course at Harvard’s John F. 

Kennedy School of Government. It brought together 
70 senior executives in state and local government 
from all over the USA and in fact from around the 
world. We learned techniques to help us do our jobs 
better and networked with experts in various fields of 
government whom we can call upon as we work out 
problems at home. The same issues we struggle with 
in the Virgin Islands are being faced by elected and 
appointed officials from around the globe.

Incidentally, the thermometers hit 102 degrees in 
Boston, while it remained below 90 in the V.I. Peo-
ple in the states wrongly assume that if it’s hot in the 
states, it’s sweltering in the V.I. In fact, those in the 
USA could fly here to cool off!

Property tax News
First, the bad news. Property taxes are due for 

2008. This is the third property tax collected in one 
year. Go to the Lieutenant Governor’s office and re-
quest a payment plan if you are unable to pay in full 
at this time.

The good news is that once again, the bill will be 
at the 1998 rate, which is much better for St. Johnians 
than the outrageous, erroneous, 2006 Bearing Point 
valuations. Further good news is that the 2009 bills, 
which will be due early next year, will also be at the 
1998 level.

And there is yet more good news: The 2006 Bear-
ing Point revaluations are essentially dead. They will 

never be used to levy taxes. We know that on St. John, 
they were horribly inaccurate. For 2010, a fresh ap-
praisal is planned by the Lieutenant Governor’s Of-
fice and the Tax Assessor.

The V.I. Government had a $6.4 million contract 
with Maryland-based Bearing Point. We paid them 
$8 million. They produced unusable results. It was a 
painful waste of scarce funds.

I introduced an amendment to bill 29-0123 in the 
recent legislative session that would have forbidden 
the V.I. government from hiring Bearing Point again. 
It required the government to provide training in 
property appraisal to Virgin Islanders, and to hire lo-
cally to get the job done. This amendment was shot 
down in the session, with the majority voting against 
it and the minority voting for it. I have brought it back 
in the form of a stand-alone bill, due to be heard in 
committee on Friday, August 12. It is a sound idea 
that will save us at least $6 million from going off 
island, while providing hundreds of local jobs.

If we can do the Census locally, we can appraise 
our properties locally. We simply cannot afford to 
be spending millions on off-island contractors, when 
Virgin Islanders can and want to do this work.

waterfront issues Committee
The Cruz Bay waterfront issues committee contin-

ues to meet. The committee is looking at how to spend 
the substantial sums in the 2011 budget for parking 
and other infrastructure. This is urgent, because “if 
we snooze, we loose.”  More on the waterfront com-
mittee’s work in the next report.

Bill 29-0123 Passes into law as act 7261
In the recent June session, the legislature passed a 

bill that will live in infamy: Bill 29-0123. I voted no. 
It is the one you’ve heard about that cuts government 
salaries by 8 percent. Because this was not negoti-
ated, but rather forced on the unions, they have sued 
the legislature. Hundreds of thousands of dollars may 
go to defending this ill-conceived action in legal fees 
and other expenses.

Had the majority negotiated fiscal measures with 
the unions, a lawsuit would have been avoided.

This bill, which became Act 7261, is famous for 
the pay cut, but it is on page three, section three, that 
the act’s true damage to the Virgin Islands is revealed. 
It authorizes the governor to divert up to 80 percent 
of local funds in the V.I. treasury (except the St. John 
and St. Croix capital improvement funds) to deal with 
the fiscal crisis. This means that the governor can do 
what he wants, and the legislature has given up the 
duty of monitoring and controlling the purse strings 
as assigned to the legislature by the Organic Act. This 
violates the Organic Act and it may be unconstitu-
tional.
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Continued on Page 17

Island Issues

Senator-at-Large 
Reports
By Senator Craig Barshinger

While progress has been made in renovating and upgrading fa-
cilities at the Frank Powell Park in Cruz Bay, St. John, the project 
is not completed, explained Housing, Parks and Recreation Com-
missioner St. Claire N. Williams.

“The Department of Public Works, which is managing the reno-
vation and rehabilitation of this park which greets our residents 
and visitors on St. John as they arrive to the island, continues the 
effort toward completion,” said Williams. “The construction fence 
which once lined the perimeter has been removed but there is still 
a ways to go.”       

Until the work is completed and the park has been rededicated, 
the facility is not available for public use and vending is not al-
lowed.

Renovation Work Continues 
at Frank Powell Sr. Park in Cruz Bay

Holiday Homes co-own-
er Christie O’Neil has been 
nominated by Governor John 
deJongh to the Virgin Islands 
Real Estate Commission.

St. Croix resident Stephanie 
Hodge was also nominated.

The nominees were an-
nounced in a letter to Senate 
President Ronald Russell in 
which he requested prompt 
confirmation.

O’Neil has 24 years of ex-
perience as a licensed real es-
tate sales agent or broker in the 
territory. She has served two 
terms as president of the St. 
John Board of Realtors and was 
president of the Virgin Islands 

Territorial Assocation of Real-
tors for 2007 and 2008.

O’Neil currently serves on 
the board of directors for the 
National Association of Real-
tors.

Governor Nominates Christie O'Neil 
To V.I. Real Estate Commission

Christie O'Neil

Twenty-seven-year-old Alvin Halliday of Coral Bay was ar-
rested at 2:30 a.m. Saturday and charged with possession of an 
unlicensed firearm after he was stopped in Lockhart Gardens on 
St. Thomas. Police said Halliday was operating a heavily tinted 
vehicle and was found with a .9 millimeter unlicensed fireman in 
his possession. His bail was set at $25,000.

Halliday was arrested as part of a DUI Traffic Enforcement ini-
tiative on St. Thomas, during which one other arrest was made. 
Police partnered with V.I. Superior Court Marshals in this initia-
tive, which took place in various locations on Friday night, August 
5, into Saturday morning, August 6.

DUI traffic checkpoints will increase from now until Labor Day 
weekend to reduce DUI traffic crashes, according to St. Thomas 
Deputy Police Chief Wayne DeGraff.

Forty-five citations were issued during this initiative and unin-
sured vehicles were towed. Some motorists were displeased with 
being pulled over but the officers quickly reminded them of the 
importance of these initiatives and informed them of V.I. traffic 
laws which they appeared to be unaware of. 

St. John Resident Arrested on 
St. Thomas During DUI Enforcement



sailing on your own steam.”
Peter and Dorothy, who moved 

to St. John during their first year of 
marriage more than 40 years ago, 
raised their children on the water. 

“It was a great way to raise the 
kids and a great way to travel,” he 
said. “Kids on a sailboat who are 
regularly going out to sea have 
important jobs to do from a very 
young age. They are a pair of ears 
and eyes that are just as sharp – 
maybe sharper – than those of an 
adult.”

The Muilenburgs, who have 

built a large part of their lives at 
sea, will continue the next chapter 
from their home perched high on 
Bordeaux where they rent out their 
recently-built captain’s cottage, 
Mountain Eyrie, and Peter works 
on his next book. 

Their mountaintop home pro-
vides the ideal panorama for the 
Muilenburgs: including an aerial 
view into Coral Bay harbor where 
Breath still remains, serving as a 
constant reminder of the lifetime 
of memories collected over the 
50,000 miles voyaged under her 
sails.

St. John Tradewinds
Responding to popular demand and community 

need, the Island Green Building Association has 
developed plans to establish a source of quality 
used and surplus building materials at affordable 
prices on St. John.  

This will be called the “Re-Source Center,” and 
IGBA is seeking a suitable location.  

The Re-Source Center will accept donations 
of useful construction, household, gardening and 
marine items from individuals and construction 
projects and resell them at a fraction of new retail 
prices.  

Since IGBA is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion, donated equipment and materials would 
be considered a charitable donation and may be 
tax-deductible. Proceeds will fund IGBA’s opera-
tions, educational outreach and other programs 
that promote green building and environmentally-
responsible island living.

“The greenest building is one that uses existing 
materials vs. new ones, so the Re-Source Center 
is a win-win alternative to the cost and impact of 
buying new — especially given the cost of mate-
rials locally,” said Karen Vahling, IGBA execu-
tive director. “A source of affordable, used or sur-
plus construction and home items will be created, 
while a source of landfill waste will be reduced, 
and materials will not need to be extracted from 
the earth again and shipped here.”

The Re-Source Center will require an easily 
accessible, commercially zoned parcel or build-
ing in a convenient area of the island, and IGBA 
is willing to consider all options and offers for a 
location — from vacant land to an existing build-
ing. 

“We can start as simply as land for storing ma-
terials in containers while we list them at a virtual 
Re-Source Store on our website, or, we would 
love to have a building to expand and upgrade 
into a model green facility at no cost to the own-
er,” said Vahling.

The Re-Source Center may add other compo-
nents if space and funding allow, including re-
cycling, erosion control and new green building 
materials, a Green Education classroom, onsite 
demonstrations, and possible sharing of space 
with sustainability-oriented vendors.  

Having planned the Re-Source Center over 
the past year, IGBA has already received supplier 
pledges for green improvements, including solar 
systems and lighting. Community members have 
contacted IGBA, ready to donate useful construc-
tion materials, but had to be turned away until a 
location is found.  Support and need are evident, 
but the Re-Source Center needs a home.

For more information or to suggest a location 
for the Re-Source Center, contact Vahling at 340-
227-1110, email karen.vahling@yahoo.com, or 
visit the IGBA website at www.igbavi.org.
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Lary Larson, Christina Larson, Lindsay MacDonald, 
Jesse Consolatti, Caden Consolatti, Amy Consolatti, with 
Dorothy Muilenburg and Peter Muilenburg.  

Continued from Page 10

iGBa is looking for home for 
Green Building re-Source Center

Through December 31, 
V.I. residents have the 
opportunity to stay at the 
Westin for just $149 per 
night.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo   

Sweet Sale: Muilenburgs Bid 
Goodbye but Breath Stays Close

St. John Tradewinds
The Westin St. John Resort & Villas is celebrat-

ing VI residents with the start of its “Virgin Island 
Resident Radio Special”. Locals are invited to escape 
with room rates starting as low at $149 per night. If 
the special is booked for two nights, the Westin Spa is 
also offering couples massages for the price of one.

The offer is valid through Dec. 31 and is subject to 
availability. Proof of residency status in the form of a 
driver license or voter’s registration card is required 
upon check-in For additional information or to book 
pleases direct readers to: http://www.westinresortst-
john.com/radio or call 1.866.716.8108 and ask for 
rate plan VIRES.

westin offers room, Spa discounts for locals

St. John Tradewinds
Visitors Coleman Roach Jr. and Janice Roach captured and killed this 

lionfish in Klein Bay on Monday, August 15. The couple, who own Villa 
Anansi and were visiting from Pennsylvania, were snorkeling with their 
daughter Caleigh Roach and family friend Colleen Baker, when the li-
onfish was sighted.

“Our motivation behind its capture comes from the spectacular snor-
keling that we do right here in our bay,” said Janice Roach. “We never 
want the beauty to be destroyed.”

St. John Caribbean Oceanic Restoration and Education Foundation 
Karl Pytlik was notified of the capture. The Roach family continued their 
search for a second lionfish they spotted in Klein Bay.

Visitors Capture Another Lionfish



Continued from Page 15
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thursday, august 4
12:59 p.m. - A resident of 

Enighed r/ he was in an auto ac-
cident in the vicinity of Trunk 
Bay beach. Auto accident.

Friday, august 5
12:10 p.m. - A resident of 

Contant, St. Thomas p/r she sus-
tained damage to her vehicle. 
Damage to vehicle.

7:48 p.m. - A resident of Es-
tate Pastory c/r she was being 
followed. Police assistance.

Saturday, august 6
12:00 p.m. - A resident of Es-

tate Pastory r/ there was a fire at 
her office.

12:55 p.m. - A resident of 
Grunwald p/r he was threatened 
by his uncle. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

4:45 p.m. - A resident c/ via 
central dispatch to r/ damage to 
his vehicle in the area of Cruz 
Bay DMV. Unfounded police 
assistance.

9:23 p.m. - A resident of 
Caneel Bay r/ her husband was 
verbally abusing her. Distur-
bance of the peace, DV.

No time given - The Westin c/ 
via central dispatch to r/ a male 
at the front desk creating a dis-
turbance and needing police as-
sistance to remove same. Police 
assistance.

Sunday, august 7
7:48 a.m. - A resident of Con-

tant p/r she lost her purse which 
contained several personal doc-
uments. Lost property.

11:06 a.m. - Unit 421 came 
upon an auto collision in the 
area of Estate Pastory on Cen-
terline Road. Auto collision.

10:15 p.m. - A resident c/r 
an auto accident in the area of 
Great Cruz Bay. Auto accident.

Monday, august 8 
2:18 a.m. - A resident of Pas-

tory e/r someone broke into his 
residence. Burglary in the first.

7:15 a.m. - A resident of 
Caneel Bay p/r her husband vio-
lated his restraining order.

7:45 p.m. - A resident of Es-
tate Enighed p/ a Leander Jur-
gan Command r/ that he was as-
saulted. Assault.

tuesday, august 9
1:01 a.m. - A resident of Em-

maus requested police assis-

tance in having her boyfriend 
removed from her vehicle in the 
area of Love City Mini Mart. 
Police assistance.

1:05 a.m. - A resident of 
Grunwald p/r someone struck 
him with a closed fist to the right 
side of his face in the area of the 
Cruz Bay bandstand. Simple as-
sault.

2:33 a.m. - Badge #104 p/ at 
Leander Jurgen Command with 
one Courtney Balcer of Beaver-
houdtsberg who was arrested 
and charged with aggravated 
assault and battery. No bail was 
set. She was later transported to 
St. Thomas where she will be 
processed and remanded at the 
Bureau of Corrections.

2:33 a.m. - Badge #1051 p/ at 
Leander Jurgen Command with 
one Joseph W.A. Hardin of Bea-
verhoudtsberg who was arrested 
and charged with aggravated as-
sault and battery. No bail was 
set. He was later transported to 
St. Thomas where he will be 
processed and remanded at the 
Bureau of Corrections.

6:09 a.m. - A citizen c/r he 
was involved in an auto colli-
sion in the area of Glucksberg. 
Auto collision.

3:54 p.m. - A resident of Tutu 
p/ at Leander Jurgen Command 
r/ he lost his wallet and docu-
ments in front of Freebird. Lost 
wallet and documents.

wednesday, august 10
10:30 a.m. - A resident of 

Pastory p/r she had been in an 
auto collison. Auto collision.

11:36 a.m. - A resident of 
Power Boyd Plantation p/r he 
had been threatened. Distur-
bance of the peace, threats.

2:37 p.m. - A resident of 
Spring Garden p/r some males 
were hanging around her place of 
business causing a disturbance. 
Disturbance of the peace.

No time given - A resident of 
Grunwald p/r she was almost 
struck by the operator of a black 
Suzuki jeep. Police assistance.

thursday, august 11
8:02 a.m. - A resident of 

Enighed c/ via central dispatch 
to r/ her residence was broken 
into. Burglary in the third.

1:15 p.m. - A resident of Con-

tant p/r he was threatened by 
two males. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

6:07 p.m. - A resident of 
Chocolate Hole p/r a male ver-
bally abused her. Disturbance of 
the peace, DV.

Friday, august 12
3:22 p.m. - A resident of 

Forstberg c/ requesting police 
assistance in removing a male 
friend from his home. Police as-
sistance.

Saturday, august 13
5:02 a.m. - A resident of 

George Simmonds Terrace c/ 
via central dispatch to r/ that 
someone was attempting to en-
ter her residence. Burglary in 
the second.

Sunday, august 14
1:17 p.m. - A resident of Lou-

isiana p/r he lost his wallet at the 
Westin. Lost documents.

7:20 p.m. - A resident of 
Adrian p/r someone struck her 
vehicle while it was parked. Hit 
and run.

Monday, august 15
2:53 p.m. - A resident of Bor-

deaux p/r she was indirectly 
threatened. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

10:25 p.m. - A resident of 
Rendezvous Bay p/r a suspicious 
vehicle parked in her driveway. 
Suspicious activity.

tuesday, august 16
8:06 a.m. - A resident of Johns 

Folly p/r a male was laying on 
his bed unresponsive. DOA.

wednesday, august 17
7:43 a.m. - A nurse at the My-

rah Keating Smith Community 
Health Center c/r a patient was 
assaulted by two males at the 
Beach Bar. Assault in the third.

10:31 p.m. - A resident of 
Spring Garden c/ via central 
dispatch to r/ a male entered 
the Coral Bay fire station with 
a laceration to his head. Assault 
in the third.

thursday, august 18
11:21 a.m. - A resident of 

Bellevue p/r he was threat-
ened. Disturbance of the peace, 
threats.

12:50 p.m. - A resident of 
Pastory p/r she was assaulted by 
her boyfriend. Aggravated as-
sault and battery DV.

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers is asking the public’s help to solve the follow-

ing crimes. If you know something, say something, as law enforce-
ment cannot control crime without the help of all of us. 

During the nights of July 29 and 30, three burglaries occurred in 
Estate Enighed, Estate Bethany, and Estate Chocolate Hole. In all 
three burglaries, the residents had left a sliding glass door, a win-
dow, or a front door unlocked before going to sleep. Upon awaken-
ing, they discovered their residences had been burglarized.  

The V.I. Police Department is urging all citizens to make sure 
that they thoroughly lock and secure all doors and windows of 
their residences and businesses, as burglaries are a crime of oppor-
tunity. When that opportunity is removed, the chance of a burglary 
is reduced.

Let’s continue to help make our community a safer place to live 
by submitting information on these or any other crimes at www.
CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
Your tips are completely anonymous, and the stateside operators 
speak several languages. If your information leads to an arrest or 
the recovery of stolen property, illegal drugs, or weapons, you will 
receive a cash reward of up to $2,500.

C R I M E  S T O P P P E R S  U . S . V . I .
Organization Seeks Information 

Senator-at-Large Reports

There were many other reasons to reject the bill 29-0123 but section 
three was enough to assure my vote of no.

Senator offers Measures requiring Principals 
to live Close to Schools

In the July session, I offered a measure that would have required 
school principals to live within a 30-minute drive of their school, with a 
waiver possible from the Board of Education. Had it been enacted, this 
would have prevented the Department of Education from transferring 
principal Whitman Brown to the Guy Benjamin School. My fellow sena-
tors did not vote for the bill. (They might have done so, had they received 
calls from St. Johnians in support of it).

In offering my measure, I was aware that it walked a thin line be-
tween legislative policy and executive branch authority. (Had it been 
enacted, it could have been challenged in court). I crafted the measure 
because many St. Johnians expressed their belief that no principal who 
lives in Wintberg, St. Thomas can possibly do the job at Guy Benjamin 
School equaling that of Ms. Dionne Wells, who lives five doors away 
from GBS.

Ms. Wells has been transferred to Julius Sprauve School, where she 
has already made major changes. Amazingly, she continues to look after 
GBS, even though she is no longer officially assigned. We are blessed 
to have a home-grown principal who embodies the talent and drive to 
improve St. John’s Schools.

act 7267 Creates a Vendor’s Plaza for St. John
The vendor’s plaza bill passed. This structure will feature items that 

are made, grown or caught in the Virgin Islands. If you are interested 
in working on the group to site and plan the St. John vendor’s plaza, 
please contact my office at 693-8061 and we’ll give you a copy of the 
act. Thanks to Ital Anthony and Athena Swartley who journeyed to St. 
Thomas to testify; they convinced my senate colleagues to support this 
bill. I used a new approach: Instead of letting the executive branch hire 
an outside contractor, I set up a framework that provides for input from 
St. John vendors and others who will ensure that this vendor’s plaza is 
built in a way to beautify St. John and promote traditional crafts.  My 
philosophy is that St. Johnians know best what suits St. John.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your senator at large!
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, islandgetaway-
sinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

ViVa Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI 00831

Architecture
Crane, robert - architect, aia
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Barefoot architect, inc.
tel. 693-7665 fax 693-8411
P.O. Box 1772, STJ, VI  00831

Banking
Scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552 

Beauty/Spa
westin resorts & Villas
Spa Services
tel. 693-8000, ext. 1903/1904

Construction
St. John hardware
tel. 693-8780 fax 776-6685
Located at The Marketplace

Insurance
theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
r&i PattoN goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

ProPertykiNG
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Property Mgmt
Cimmaron Property 
Management
tel. 340-715-2666
St. John’s Premier Property 
Manager 

Seaview Vacation homes, inc.
tel. 340-776-6805; 888-625-2963
www.seaviewhomes.com

Real Estate
american Paradise real estate 
tel. 693-8352 fax 693-8818
P.O. Box 8313, STJ, VI  00831
info@americanparadise.com

Cruz Bay realty
tel. 693-8808 fax 693-9812
P.O. Box 66, STJ, VI 00831
info@cruzbayrealty.com

debbie hayes, Gri
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

holiday homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia real estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

John McCann & associates
tel. 693-3399 fax 888-546-1115
Located at Wharfside Landing
www.RealEstateOnStJohn.com

Restaurants
Concordia Cafe, 693-5855
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm 
Dinner 6-8:30pm Tues-Sat

Fish trap restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

Skinny legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Sun dog Cafe
tel. 693-8340
Located at Mongoose Junction

Retail
Saltwater Gypsy Consignment
(340) 244-8888
Located in The Lumberyard

St. Johnimals
Island Pet Outfitter
340-777-9588
Located at Wharfside Village

Services
C4th Custom embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

st. John Tradewinds

business directory

Ferry Schedules - Cruz Bay and Charlotte Amalie

Cruz BAY TO reD hOOk
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

reD hOOk TO Cruz BAY
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 12 a.m.

Cruz BAY TO DOWnTOWn ChArlOTTe AMAlIe

leaves Cruz Bay
8:45 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
3:45 p.m.

leaves Charlotte Amalie
10 a.m.
1 p.m.

5:30 p.m

SCeNiC ProPertieS 
340-693-7777

  Cruz Bay:
One bedroom/ one bath/, w/d • 
$1000
One bedroom, one bath, near • 
town $1200
One bedroom, one bath, near • 
town $1400
Two bedroom, two bath, w/d • 
$1800
Large two bedroom, one • 
bath, w/ Fish Bay, $1800
Two bedroom, one bath, loft, • 
in town $2100
Two bedroom, two bath, • 
large loft, w/d, $2500
Two bedroom, three bath, • 
w/d/pool, $2500
Three bedroom, two bath, • 
w/d $1700
Three bedroom, one bath, • 
large deck, $1950 

  
  Coral Bay: 

One bedroom, one bath • 
$1250

Check out www.stjohnlive.com 
for more details.

Buying? 

Selling?

Renting? 

Seeking?

Email: 
advertising@tradewinds.vi

call
340-776-6496
VISA & MC Accepted

Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles,call 714-1641

7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 
776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany Moravian Church 
11 a.m., Sunday School 776-6291

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Christian Science Society 
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace 

Wednesday Testimonials 
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month

the Church of Jesus Christ 
of latter-day Saints 

 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

emmaus Moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 
340-715-053

Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 

776-6731 

our lady of Mount Carmel
Sat. 6 p.m., Sun. 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., Spanish Mass 

5:30 p.m.; Monday and Tuesday, 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. 776-6339

St. John Methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

Seventh day adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230

St. ursula’s episcopal Church
Sunday 9 a.m.; Bible Class, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.

777-6306

unitarian universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

word of Faith Church
Word of Faith International 

Christian Center, Sundays 7:30 a.m. 
Gifft Hill School

Call 774-8617

Church Directory

Furnished 1 BR with extra 
office/studio. Coral Bay. 

$1200/month plus utilities. 
First, last, plus security. 

Call 1.610.739.3361

Large 2 BR Apartmetn in 
Bethany overlooking the 

Westin. Great views, A/C. 
Call 690-1104

New large 2BR, large bath, 
off-street parking, ceiling 
fans, microwave, security 

lights, spacious porch, 
gorgeous view overlooking 

Westin, $1800/month 
340-776-6331 

or 678-715-1129

For rent, private, single 
family, furnished, two 

bedroom home with mother-
in-law unit below main unit. 
Cathedral ceilings, A/C's in 
bedrooms, fully equipped 

kitchen and w/d. Two large 
decks with beautiful water 

view. Call 693-7777

For RentFor Rent For Rent



attention:
FaBulouS Sound 

SyStem 

For sale to highest bidder. Previously 
in use at Find da Spot Night Club.

Contact nick 340-771-3737
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Commerical/Office/Storage Space Available

CommerCial SpaCe available

at The lumberyard

UnUsUal 
OppOrtUnity
f i r s t  f l o o r  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e

Downtown Cruz bay
Where St. John Does business

For space Call nick 
340-771-3737

sT. John

Tradewinds 
SuBSCRiptiOn AvAilBle $85/yeAR 

CAll 776-6496 
OR Fill Out FORm On pAge 21

eVerythiNG 
you Need

oN eVery leVel

Great PlaCe 
to ShoP, diNe 

aNd work

CoMe JoiN uS
we haVe

SPaCeS aVailaBle
retail or oFFiCe 

340-776-6455

  
Now hiriNG Full tiMe CoMPtroller:
Accounts Receivable, Accounts payable, hotel tax and gross 
receipts, bank reconciliations, email, ordering on internet, 
must know Quick Books Pro.

Now hiriNG For Full tiMe oFFiCe aSSiStaNt:
Compiling letters, data entry, inventory, receiving packages, 
ordering items on internet, emailing, answering phones, 
helping walk in customers, check on houses, guest pickups, 
must have a vehicle.

Fax or eMail reSuMe to angie@vivacations.com

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 

TO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OFFICIAL DISTRICT MAPS 
FOR ST. JOHN U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

 
          

Guy H. Benjamin Elementary School 
Coral Bay, St. John 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 
6:00 pm 

 
Application 
 
ZAJ-11-2: Witham Family Limited Partnership (Karen Vahling, authorized agent) for 
Parcels Nos. 13-A and 13-B Estate Carolina, No. 1 Coral Bay Quarter, St. John from W-1 
(Waterfront- Pleasure) to B-2 (Business-Secondary/Neighborhood).   The purpose of the 
request is to convert use of an existing building into a guesthouse. 
 
Files can be reviewed on St. Thomas at DPNR’s Division of Comprehensive and Coastal 
Zone Planning, Cyril E. King Airport, Terminal Building Second Floor or on St. John at 
DPNR’s Office (in front of the Elaine Sprauve Public Library, Cruz Bay) between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday except holidays.  
 
 

8/22; 9/5/2011 
 
                                                                                                          

StoraGe:
SeCured loCkerS

 Sizes to 10’ x 12’
Autos, Boats, Trailers. 

Call For Rates: 779-4445 
www.properyachts.com

Services

New Office / Retail 
Space for lease 

Excellent Location near 
Town and Westin

Join busy Bank, Day Spa & 
Gourmet Market

448 sq. ft. 1-3 person office 
or retail $1,450/mo.

1,036 ft. 3-5 person office or 
retail $2,450/mo.

Call Marty at 776-7777 
or email: marty@islandia

realestate.com

For more information call 776-6857

Expanding Watersports Company
is accepting applications for:

Retail SaleS
Beach attendantS
MuSt Be: reliable and professional, 
detail-oriented with excellent interpersonal skills, 
clean cut and able to swim.

Get the picture with 
diSh Network 
Always online with 

huGheSNet
Service on St. John

info@dishanddat.com
340 779 4001

reliaBle MoBile 
auto rePair: 

Professional and experi-
enced. Brakes, CV Joints, 

Suspensions, Shocks, 
Alternators, Timing Belts, 
General Engine, Repair, 

Foreign & Domestic. 
All Work Guaranteed. 

Call 227-9574

public notice

Com/Office/Storage

employment

Busy real estate office wants 
experienced sales agents looking to 
earn high commissions. All inquiries 
are confidential. Call 340-775-0949 
or email dbeam@remax.net 

attention:
ReStauRant Space 

availaBle FoR leaSe

Fully equipped. Move right in and 
open up. Formerly Lucky Pagoda.

Contact nick 340-771-3737

Found, boat named 
Peter Bay in Coral Bay. 

Boat is 8'10" x 32'. 
Registration #VI9428TA 
Serial #XAU0500SJ293. 

Contact Irvin Stevens 
340-201-3862.

public notice
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

ASH HIT FROM 
“TITANIC”

ACrOSS
 1 Blouse, e.g.
 6 Mountain lion
 10 Part of Mao’s name
 13 Modern
 19 Wood-turning tool
 20 Of the 123-Across
 21 List-ending abbr.
 22 Skilled public speaker
 23 Baffled
 24 Fatherly
 26 Series of church peti-

tions
 27 Start of a riddle
 30 Ballet outfit
 31 Male wig
 32 Fanciful desire
 36 Alert to squad cars, 

briefly
 39 Riddle, part 2
 44 Rural retreat
 46 Plural “is”
 47 Catch sight of
 48 — Polo
 49 Southern Sioux
 50 Full of negatives
 53 With 96-Across, fruity 

rum cocktail
 55 Gullible type
 56 Riddle, part 3
 62 Barrett of the original 

Pink Floyd
 63 Crooner — “King” Cole
 64 Franklin with soul
 65 H-bombs and the like
 66 Reel partner
 68 Riddle, part 4
 72 Miss — mile

 73 Cast off, as feathers
 75 Shops
 76 — kwon do (martial art)
 78 Memphis-to-Chicago 

dir.
 81 Riddle, part 5
 87 — Mae Brown (Whoopi 

Goldberg’s Oscar-
winning “Ghost” role)

 88 A Stooge
 89 Shearer and Talmadge
 90 Gambler’s IOU
 91 Wyoming’s — Range
 93 “How awful”
 96 See 53-Across
 97 Savoir- —
 98 End of the riddle
 104 — capita
 105 “Star Wars” sage
 106 Typos, e.g.
 107 Curling tool
 109 Riddle’s answer
 117 Reason
 120 Mall rat, typically
 121 Amazed
 122 Eye piece?
 123 Lobe locale
 124 Rice-A- —
 125 Signs over
 126 In the hub of
 127 Rd. crossers
 128 Wet blanket
 129 Artery insert

DOWn
 1 Diner side
 2 Doth own
 3 “— trap!”
 4 Butler of “Gone With 

the Wind”
 5 Olympics squad in red, 

white, and blue

 6 Kid’s pistol
 7 Orem site
 8 Goalie glove
 9 — -deucy
 10 Lacking a sound basis
 11 Regulation
 12 Sun block?
 13 Flick director’s cry
 14 One of the Great Lakes
 15 American Indian or wine
 16 Homer’s H
 17 Prefix with proliferation
 18 Take a crack at
 25 Old paper section
 28 “Who am — say?”
 29 Jazz saxophonist 
Macero
 33 Equestrian skill
 34 Bouncer’s door request
 35 Nearsighted people
 36 Asserts
 37 Succinct, as a saying
 38 Like kinfolk
 40 Missies
 41 Wall St. mavens
 42 Lover boy
 43 Radiate
 45 Old NASA lander
 50 Alias letters
 51 Beatles hit
 52 Lures
 53 Title for Gandhi
 54 — low ebb
 57 Plus
 58 Notable time period
 59 Mystery novelist 

Josephine
 60 Bklyn. —, N.Y.
 61 Numbered rte.
 67 Keats feat
 69 Without a — (penniless)
 70 Opp. of departure

 71 Spy novelist Deighton
 72 Stinger
 73 Not uniform
 74 Signature line of Cab 

Calloway
 75 Airport northwest 
of LAX
 77 “Six-pack” muscles
 79 French for “black”
 80 Step into
 82 1970s-’80s Dodge
 83 Post-it item
 84 Steffi of tennis
 85 Jannings of old films
 86 Sony rival
 92 Inclined (to)
 93 Increases the value of, 

as a benefit
 94 Eye angrily
 95 Milliners
 97 Plays friskily
 99 Warm up again
 100 Prior to, in 67-Downs
 101 Songwriter Sammy
 102 Well-drilling equip-

ment
 103 Part of NOW: Abbr.
 108 Trio tripled
 110 Fashion’s Saint 

Laurent
 111 Hospital unit
 112 Assistant of 
Frankenstein
 113 Musical Horne
 114 Roe v. —
 115 “Zoolander” actor 
Wilson
 116 It’s bird-built
 117 Major record label, 

once
 118 — -pah band
 119 Cycle or angle starter

PREMIER Crossword

Alcholics Anonymous meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45 

a.m. at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meetings for alcohol-
ics only at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cruz Bay at 6 p.m 
on Tuesdays; Open meetings on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m. at Nazareth Lutheran Church; Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral 
Bay. 

nArcotics Anonymous meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon meetings

Al-Anon meets on St. John every Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the 
picnic table at the VINP ball field.

tuesday, august 23
— In lieu of the Tuesday, 

August 23 Public Services 
Commission meeting at 5:30 
p.m. at the Julius E. Sprauve 
School, the St. John Chapter of 
the St. Thomas-St. John Cham-
ber of Commerce has canceled 
its monthly meeting.

Saturday, august 27
— John’s Folly Learning 

Institute students who recetly 
returned from a trip to Puerto 
Rico will be giving a presen-
tation on their travels on Sat-
urday, August 27, at 7 p.m. at 
JFLI. Light hors d’ouevres and 
drinks will be served. All are 
welcome to attend.

Sunday, august 28
— Mark those calenders for 

Sunday, August 28, at 1 p.m. 
for the St. John Chaotic Kayak 
2011 at Oppenheimer Beach. 
in support of Team River Run-
ner’s St. John program. Check 
out TRR’s St. John USVI group 
page on Facebook for more in-
formation.

— Parents and children of all 
ages are welcome to worship at 
the Bethany Moravian Church, 
on St. John to begin the school 
year prayerfully at our Back to 
School Sunday Service on Sun-
day, August 28. Members and 
guest are invited to wear jeans 
and t-shirts for that day. After 
service there will be refresh-

ments and back to school sup-
plies for the children. Sunday 
School begins at 10 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11 a.m. 

wednesday, august 31
— Public school classes in 

the STT/STJ district begin.
Friday, September 2

— The Department of Hu-
man Services Head Start Pro-
gram will be conducting Par-
ent Orientation for new and 
returning students territory-
wide. Orientation on St. John is 
scheduled for Friday, Septem-
ber 2, from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Cruz Bay Head Start cen-
ter. 

wednesday, September 7
— There will be a public 

hearing on September 7 at 6 
p.m., at the Guy H. Benjamin 
School in Coral Bay, Room 
6 to change the existing zon-
ing of the Voyages property 
from W-1 to B-2 for convert-
ing the building to an inn with 
a maximum of 27 rooms. The 
property owners encourage the 
community to come discuss the 
Coral Bay Inn and support the 
rezoning request.  

Saturday, october 22
— The Animal Care Center 

of St. John will host its annual 
feal market on Saturday, Octo-
ber 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Winston Wells ball field 
in Cruz Bay. 
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Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

St. John Tradewinds 
SubSCriptionS 

TRADEWINDS PUBLISHING LLC

Send Check Payable to Tradewinds Publishing LLC, P.O. Box 1500, St. John, VI 00831

 1 yEAR SUBSCRIPTIoN $85.00 USD

 Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

             __________________________________________________________
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We’re Sold on St. John!

800-569-2417
340-693-8808

340-693-9812 fax
info@cruzbayrealty.com
www.cruzbayrealty.com

Voted Best St. John
Real Estate Agency!Founded in 1985

Gretchen Labrenz

Margie LabrenzSusanne Kirk

Tammy Pollock

DITLEFF
POINT

ST. JOHN, US VIRGIN ISLANDS

INFO@DITLEFFPOINT.COM

WWW.DITLEFFPOINT.COM

A “once in a lifetime” offering
of spectacular estate homesites

on coveted Ditleff Point

See Our Video Tour —
www.ditleffpoint.com

REEF BAY VIEW

Absolutely beautiful location overlooking St. 
John’s most virgin National Park with views 
of Reef Bay, Ram Head & secluded white 
sandy beach below. Classic Caribbean style 
4 bd/3 bath w/pool & spa.  $1,395,000.

CHRISTY ANN

Immaculate, solid masonry 3 bd / 2 bath 
villa w/large covered veranda & inviting 
spa, easterly views & breezes. Plenty of 
room for expansion. Vacation rental history.  
Located in Pt. Rendezvous. $1,595,000.

GOLDEN DRAGON

Exquisite stone villa w/exceptional craftsman-
ship, 4 bds/baths, chef’s kitchen, full A/C, infinity 
pool, multi decks & patios, lush gardens, me-
ticulously maintained, impressive vacation rental, 
Pt. Rendezvous. A must see! $1,775,000. 

CALYPSO del SOL

Newer, top of the line masonry villa w/
excellent vacation rental history in 
Chocolate Hole East. 3 bd/3 bath suites, 
full A/C, beautiful pool & hot tub, terrific lg. 
screened porch, sunset views towards St. 
Thomas.  $1,550,000. 

BLUE TANG

A delightful 2 bdrm/2 bath pool villa nestled 
high on the hillside in Gt Cruz Bay. Offering 
privacy, vibrant sunsets, gourmet kitchen, 
60’ covered veranda & sunny pool. Catered 
To’s top rental villa. $1,295,000.

SEASCAPE

SEASCAPE has a fabulous location on 
Bovacoap Point! Spacious 2 bdrm main 
house w/lap pool & spa, plus a separate 
caretaker cottage. Panoramic views, 
privacy & successful vacation rental. ONLY 
$995,000.

RILEY’S RETREAT

Amazing views of St. Thomas & sunsets fr/ 
this beautifully remodeled 6 bdrm/5 bath 
villa w/high quality amenities, pool, spa, 
close to town. $1,899,000.

A BEST BUY!

Force 10 Bordeaux Mt. 3 bd/2 bath cottage 
w/covered porch. Bay rum trees abound on 
this gently sloping, lush property w/public 
road frontage & across from Nat’l Park 
land. Huge potential for adding your own 
touches. $525,000.

CARA MIA

Impressive stone 3 bd/3.5 bath pool villa 
in prestigious Pt. Rendezvous. Equal sized 
bedrooms, full A/C, brick patios, mahogany 
doors, travertine floors, slate roof, popular 
turn-key rental. $1,925,000.

LIZARD HILL

High above Cinnamon Bay & surrounded by 
Nat’l Pk. land. Enjoy the exclusive privacy, 
views to die for, gorgeous gardens, easy 
access from this 3 bd/3 bath, w/ pool & 
caretaker’s cottage nestled on over 1ac in 
Catherineberg. $3,100,000.

OverlOOking CinnamOn Bay 
BeaCh – This is the only vacant parcel avail-
able in Catherineberg! Pristine Northshore loca-
tion, 1.09 ac. $1,500,000. 
COntant Farms – Nice corner parcel w/
ocean & sunset views, paved road, close to town. 
$275,000.
lush BOrdeaux mt. parcels w/views & 
Bay Rum trees. $150K–$285K.

Bargain in PastOry! – Moderate 
slope, 1/3 acre, close to town. Only $76,500.
CarOlina, eden, CalaBash – Nice 
selection of affordable parcels. Starting at $84K.
sunset views – Over Cruz Bay & St. 
Thomas – close to town, easy build. Only $159K.
waterFrOnt On mOnte Bay – 
Spectacular 13.44 ac. site, ideal for private estate 
or subdivision. $2,900,000.

ParCel 300-69C great Cruz Bay– 
Prime 1.05ac site w/fantastic harbr views, walk to 
dinghy landing & architect.plans. A steal at $595K.
klein Bay – Prestigious area w/common 
beach. 3 parcels, starting at $649K.
waterFrOnt ParCel in dreekets 
Bay w/amazing BVI views! A bargain at $695K.
side-By-side flat parcels in Johnson Bay, 
across from common beach – $220K ea. 

leinster Bay – Off the beaten track w/
views. $199K & $250K.
lOts tO ChOOse FrOm in Fish Bay – 
Starting at $108K.
Cruz Bay tOwn – Walk to Frank Bay, R-4 
zoning w/building plans. $219,900.
Frank Bay – Flat, 2 parcels, R-4, $195K ea.
gluCksBerg – Gentle grade, 1/2 ac., lg. 
trees, end of road. $125K.

aFFOrdaBle ParCels – in Est. 
Grunwald & Adrian. Easy building sites, close to 
town. Starting at $70,000. Call Today!
ditleFF POint – Extraordinary sites on 
magnificent peninsula w/sandy beach, gated 
entry, beautiful landscaping, and incredible views. 
Prices start at $695,000. 
Pt. rendezvOus – Outstanding views. 
$275K & $415K. 

– CRUZ BAY REALTY LAND LISTINGS –

– CRUZ BAY REALTY HOME LISTINGS –

– CRUZ BAY REALTY CONDO LISTINGS –

westin timeshares – Resale 
units, most weeks and sizes available for 
under market value. Call us!
lavender hill – Tropical 2 
bedroom/2 bath penthouse unit with 
wrap-around deck, pool & sunset views. 
$799,000.

selene’s – Ideal in town location, w/
parking, for living/rental or business. 
Terrific views. Reduced to $399K! 
investment OPPOrtunity 
– Apt. building w/adjacent parcels for addi-
tional development in Cruz Bay, newly reno-
vated & well maintained. Only $490,000. 

Lieutenant Governor’s Office Commences 
Delinquent Property Tax Foreclosures

St. John Tradewinds
The Lieutenant Governor’s of-

fice announced last week that in ac-
cordance with Title 33 of the Virgin 
Islands Code, it will be shortly plac-
ing liens on delinquent properties in 
preparation for auction.

Property owners in delinquent pay-
ment status of 10 years or more were 
required to pay their past due taxes by 
July 1 in order to avoid the procedural 
attachment and auction of their prop-
erties. A listing of properties in delin-
quent payment status of 10 years or 
more was published in local newspa-
pers in May. This list is also available 
for viewing on the Office of the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s website, www.ltg.
gov.vi.  

Lieutenant Governor Gregory 
Francis has instructed the Tax Collec-
tor’s Office to work with the Recorder 
of Deeds in filing the liens needed to 
move forward in collecting property 
taxes owed to the government.  

“Property owners should under-
stand their responsibility to pay their 
property taxes,” said Francis. “It is not 
fair for the government to ignore those 
taxpayers who are delinquent, when 
others have fulfilled their property tax 
obligations. In these economic times, 
it is critical that we take the measures 
needed to collect all revenues owed to 
the government.”  

“In so doing we are obligated to at-
tach liens on delinquent properties as 
part of the process and wherever pay-
ments are past due,” Francis added. 

Francis is encouraging owners to 
take proactive measures to bring their 
property taxes current by contacting 
the Tax Collector’s Office to make 
arrangements for payment or to enter 
into an installment agreement.   

“Our employees are ready to assist 
affected property owners in crafting a 
payment plan that would enable them 
to work towards retaining their prop-
erty,” he said. 

Presently, more than 1,000 prop-
erties are slated for auction unless 
property owners make arrangements 
for payment. A total of $9,424,599 is 
owed to the Government of the Vir-
gin Islands. By island, the delinquent 
property breakdown is as follows:  84 
parcels on St. John ($2,330,811), 239 
($2,174,147) on St. Croix and 838 
($4,919,641) on St. Thomas.  

The Office of the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor expects to complete the attach-
ment phase of the delinquent property 
process in the coming weeks, at which 
time it will set a date for the statuto-
rily mandated real property auction. A 
comprehensive list of the properties 
that are being attached in preparation 
for auction can be viewed at www.ltg.
gov.vi.

For more information or to make 
arrangements for payment of delin-
quent properties, contact the Office 
of the Tax Collector at 776-6737 on 
St. John.

St. John Tradewinds
The online publication of the Abandoned Property list-

ing for 2008 has beeen published, according to Lieutenant 
Governor Gregory Francis.

The listing of abandoned properties can be viewed at the 
Lt. Governor’s website, www.ltg.gov.vi. The list details the 
names and last known address of individuals having ac-
counts at banks and other financial services institutions that 
have been reported as unclaimed, meaning that the owner 
cannot be located after a specified period of time. 

The Office of the Lieutenant Governor, through the Divi-
sion of Banking and Insurance, serves as the custodian of 
these unclaimed or abandoned properties. 

Francis encouraged Virgin Islanders to review the listing 
of unclaimed properties, and notify any friends or family 
members whose names may appear.  He recommended con-
sumers do the following in order to avoid their properties 
being turned over to the Office of the Lt. Governor:

 - Keep accounts active. At least once a year, make a de-
posit or withdrawal on all bank accounts;

- Promptly cash all checks received;
- Keep an accurate record of all financial transactions;
- Notify a family member or trusted advisor of the loca-

tion of records; and
- Notify all banks and companies of a new address when 

moving.
Persons who are recorded as having unclaimed properties 

should contact the Division of Banking at 774-7166.

Unclaimed Property List Published
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View all St. John MLS properties at our website at www.americanparadise.com

info@americanparadise.com

AMARILLA VILLA 3 BR, 3.5 BA villa, superior 
craftsmanship, 180° views, pool & hot tub 
$2,595,000

VILLA TESORI Luxurious custom home, 
exquisite finishings, sweeping views. 5BR/5BA. 
$4,250,000 

 PRICED RIGHT at appraised value, Inn Love is 
a charming 5BR/5BA rental villa in Great Cruz Bay. 
$1,090,000
 CHOCOLATE HOLE Income producing 2 unit, 
flat yard, walking distance to Beach. $875,000
 MAMEY PEAK 1.05 acres, 1x1 Main House and 1x1 
Guest Cottage. Flat slope & stunning views.  $600,000
 UNBEATABLE VALUE! ALLESANDRA Luxuri-
ous masonry villa, views of 3 bays, 3BR/3BA, 2 car 
garage NOW $1,769,000 
 IXORA Ajax Peak, bordered by Natl. Park, 
adjacent to North Shore beach access, pool, 5 BR. 
$1,530,000.
 CAROLINA Live on property & complete your 
home.   Owner financing available.  $299,000

 SOLAR B & B! “Garden By The Sea” is a quaint 
Caribbean home. Owners’ apartment & 3 A/C 
units. $1,800,000
 PELICAN'S PERCH Masonry 3BR/3BA pool 
villa, water views and guest cottage. $1,269,000
 GLUCKSBERG! Cute starter cottage on a 
wooded lot abuts a green belt. 1BR/1BA with a/c. 
.23 acres $240,000
 CARIBBEAN COTTAGE catering to short term 
rental guests. Price includes adjacent lot. $599,000 
 YOUR OWN SECLUDED BEACH "Rendez-
view" features 4 BR/4BA with a lower 3BR beach 
house. $2,275,000
 ISLANDS END  Nat'l Pk beaches close by.  
5BR/5.5BA, HOA common dock $1,850,000 

Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 50 YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 or 1-800-526-9193   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

“SEAVIEW” vacation villa.  Charming 
4 Bedroom, masonry home in excellent 
condition with large pool in convenient 

Chocolate 
Hole with 
d e e d e d 
r i g h t s 
to two 
n e a r b y 
beaches.

“SEABISCUIT” is a winner! Charm-
ing 2x2 Caribbean style masonry villa 

with panoramic 
views, very 
private pool & 
hot tub. Breezy 
location conve-
nient to Coral 
Bay. Walk to 
shoreline wa-
tersports.

“UPPER CAROLINA” 3X3 – Recently 
upgraded 
& well kept 
house with 
3 income 
producing 
units. Easy 
a c c e s s 
to Cruz 
Bay and 
beaches. 

“COmfORTABLE CAROLINA COT-
TAgE” offers open floor plan & views 
of historic sugar mill with room to 

expand this 
w e l l - m a i n -
tained home 
that features 
2 parcels. 
Close to Coral 
Bay shopping 
and services.

“HALf mOON HOUSE” Reef Bay 
Beachfront is the dramatic setting 
for this uniquely modern home.  Ex-
tremely private with incomparable 

views and master-
ful construction 
throughout, this 5 
bedroom, 4.5 bath 
home is an artis-
tic statement in a 
world class setting.  

“RIVENDELL”, a Peter Bay Villa of 
classic style. 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 

w a l k 
to the 
b e a c h 
and great 
v i e w s 
m a k e 
this a 
s u p e r 
package.

“CINNAmON BAY ESTATE” borders 
Ntnl Park in Catherineberg, private, 
gated setting, 3 bdrms, 23 ft wall of 
glass & outstanding views. Spacious 

living areas, 
wrap around 
decks, expansive 
sundeck, large 
pool, elevated 
spa & covered 
dining.

 “VILLA ANDREA”   in gated Virgin 
Grand Estates HAS IT ALL! Panoramic 
water views in a private setting, 4 

m a s t e r 
suites, A/C 
throughout, 
and a large 
pool with 
e x p a n s i v e 
decks.

“CORAL POINT BEACH HOUSE” 
for the active waterfront lifestyle.  

R i d g e t o p , 
water f ront , 
open air solid 
masonry 3 
b e d r o o m 
home.  Must 
be seen to be 
appreciated. 

“VISTAERO” offers total privacy with 
breathtaking views over Rendezvous 

Bay & St. 
Thomas.  5 
s p a c i o u s 
b e d r o o m 
suites, huge 
pool, gazebo 
& hot tub 
make this a 
top rental villa. 

“VILLA ROmANCE” Custom de-
signed & built 4 bd/4.5 bth rental villa 
w/ luxurious features & finishes - gated 

entry, ultimate 
privacy, 30 ft 
pool, court-
yard, barrel 
tile roof, coral 
flooring, chef’s 
kitchen, gaze-
bo & more! 

“CARIBBEAN COVE VILLA”- Private, 
swimmable pocket beach and big views 

across pris-
tine Hurricane 
Hole to Tor-
tola at this 3  
bdrm, 2.5 bath 
villa! Possible 
boat moor-
ing in front of 
home!

“POINCIANA”   is an island classic 
home on 1.24 acres of prime waterfront 
overlooking Hart Bay. 3 bedroom popu-

lar rental 
w i t h 
one of 
the best 
views of 
the south 
shore.

“WHALE WATCH” – Enjoy pristine 
East End in this lovely, 2 bedroom 
villa with big water views.  Downstairs 

apartment of-
fers additional 
living & in-
come space.  
Hear the 
sound of the 
waves lapping 
below.  

 “WILD ORCHID VILLA” in Skytop 
features privacy and amazing 270’ 
panoramic views! Flexible floorplan 4 

bdrm, 2 level villa 
is custom craft-
ed in exotic hard-
woods & stone-
work. Awesome 
sunrises! Beauti-
ful sunsets! Cool 
breezes!

“90 DAY SPECIAL” – $300,000 Price 
Reduction! Fabulous views across 
Coral Bay to BVI in masonry 3 br/3.5 
bth home. Private, pool, hot tub, 

stone walls, solar 
water heater, hur-
ricane shutters 
custom cabinets, 
10k generator 
plus cottage (NC) 
on property.

$4,999,000

DVD

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$285,000

“PASTORY CONDO”  This 1 bd, 
1 bth spacious condo overlooks 
Pillsbury Sound & St. Thomas 
sunsets.  Newly renovated kitchen 

& bath, custom 
cabinetry, gran-
ite countertops, 
mahogany doors, 
windows, pool & 
lush landscaping.$372,000

$2,890,000

DVD

$595,000 $999,000 $895,000

“LAVENDER HILL” Luxurious 1 
bedroom unit adjacent to pool with 
2 decks. Walk to beach and town. 

Handsomely 
f u r n i s h e d , 
immaculately 
maintained, 
e x c e l l e n t 
rental man-
agement.$500,000

$1,100,000$1,699,500$1,999,000

$2,400,000

DVD

$1,500,000 $1,000,000

PR
ICE R

ED
UCED

!

$3,999,000Call for details

DVD
DVD

$2,295,000

$1,275,000

CALABASH BOOm 
 hillside $475,000

For a complete list oF all st. John mls properties, DVD tours oF the properties, anD/or a copy oF our newsletter call or e-mail us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

ESTATE mANDAHL $85,000
ESTATE CAROLINA from $115,000
CONCORDIA PRESERVE from $275,000
DREEkETS BAY hillside & WATERFRONT from $300,000

PRIVATEER BAY/HANSEN BAY hillside & WATERFRONT from $275,000
SABA BAY  19 ac. WATERFRONT $9,990,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE from $1,500,000 
LOVANgO CAY WATERFRONT South shore from $285,000

UPPER mONTE BAY  hillsides from $799,000
BOATmAN PT./RENDEzVOUS WATERFRONT $825,000
VIRgIN gRAND ESTATES  from $499,000
CHOCOLATE HOLE from $365,000

SAUNDERS gUT  two WATERFRONT lots $345,000 each
ALSO

WESTIN TImESHARES from $2,000 per week
ONE mONTH fRACTIONALS FROM $59,000

LOTS Of LAND LISTINgS!!                                                      mOTIVATED SELLERS!!                                                         SOmE SELLER fINANCINg!!

HH-RVSD TW 8.22.2011.indd   1 8/18/11   6:08 PM

St. John Tradewinds 

SubSCriptionS
Call 340-776-6496. We Accept VISA or MasterCard.

Or Fill Out Subscription Form on Page 21.

Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .



By Mauri elbel
St. John Tradewinds

St. John Chaotic Kayak will take to the 
sea on August 28 in a community-wide 
event to raise funds to bring wounded veter-
ans back to the island again this year.

Team River Runner, the non profit organi-
zation dedicated to healing veterans through 
paddle sports, has been coming to St. John 
each November since 2007 with the excep-
tion of 2008 when lack of funds resulted in 
a cancelled trip. 

“But not this year, not if I can help it,” 
said John Schuld, who founded St. John 
Chaotic Kayak, the community fundraiser 
supporting TRR’s Wounded Veterans USVI 
program, with his wife, Brandi. “If I had the 
money, I’d cut them a check today, but it is 
so much more important to get the commu-
nity involved. The community has already 
taken ownership for this program — they 
are seeing the importance of it.”

The recent outpouring of community 
support has already helped St. John Cha-
otic Kayak raise nearly half of its $15,000 
goal ahead of race day, funds which will go 
toward airfare to bring around 10 wounded 
veterans and their spouses to St. John in No-
vember. 

The upcoming event has already gener-
ated enough support from island businesses 
to increase its target number of 16 teams to 
20 teams which race at Gibney Beach dur-
ing the noon to 5 event on Sunday. 

Schuld, who hopes to meet — and pos-
sibly exceed — his fundraising goal on race 
day, said programs like TRR keep veterans’ 
spirits up and give them a sense of purpose 
by replacing the camaraderie that has been 
lost. Citing the alarming statistic that an av-

erage of 18 veterans a day commit suicide, 
he said TRR is saving lives.

“For every $400 or $500 that we raise, 
that is one more wounded veteran we can 
bring to St. John and one more person we 
can potentially save,” said Schuld, a veteran 
who served in two combat tours as a para-
trooper with the U.S. Army from 1986 to 
1991 and was diagnosed with post traumatic 
stress disorder in 2004. “It’s not just a state-
ment to these 10 or 12 wounded vets we are 
bringing to St. John, but a statement to the 
country that more should be done for these 
men and women who’ve risked their lives 
and sacrificed.”

TRR has grown into a national presence 
with around 30 active locations across the 
country and hundreds of volunteers and 
veterans paddling in dozens of rivers and 
oceans each week, according to Joe Morn-
ini, TRR’s executive director who launched 
the program in 2004 at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Washington D.C.

“This program can teach blind veterans 
how to paddle whitewater in their own boat 
with a guide and has incomplete quadriple-
gics paddling and racing in sprint kayak 
races,” Mornini said. “We have yet to find 
a disability we can’t get into a boat except 
those with tracheotomies who can’t close 
their mouths underwater safely.”

But despite TRR’s national growth, Mor-
nini said the program is vastly underutilized, 
relatively unknown and severely under-
funded. The said the November leadership 
clinics on St. John allow veterans’ wives 
to network and learn to support each other 
when their husbands return wounded and 
allow veterans to escape the “ground hog” 
day living in the hospital or at home healing 

between medical appointments.  
“A lot of these guys who will be coming 

here in November are right out of the hos-
pital,” Schuld said. “When these veterans 
come here and see the list of all these busi-
nesses and bars and restaurants who worked 
together to bring them down here, I think it 
will inspire them.”

Gary Clark, who helps coordinate the 
program, said TRR relies heavily on the 
kindness of the island community to pull 
off this costly endeavor focused on helping 
wounded veterans and their spouses heal in 
the natural beauty of St. John. During the 
upcoming week-long trip, wounded veter-
ans will be taken out of their daily routines 
to spend six or more hours on the water each 
day kayaking, snorkeling and bonding on 

St. John. 
The Schulds met Mornini and TRR last 

November when they kayaked and camped 
with them on Cinnamon Bay. They say the 
encounter resulted in a life changing experi-
ence for them and the idea to establish St. 
John Chaotic Kayak, the first in what they 
hope to be an annual event.

St. John Chaotic Kayak is encouraging 
the entire community to attend the Aug. 
28 event — including live music, food and 
drinks provided by Skinny Legs, St. John 
Brewers, Woody’s and Joe’s Pizza, and a 
raffle with everything from day sails, sunset 
cruises and kayak trips to free villa stays, 
dinners and jewelry  — with all proceeds 
benefiting TRR’s Wounded Veterans USVI 
program. 

While the entry fee for each team is $150, 
individual businesses have the opportunity 
to gain five-second lead times for every 
additional $100 they raise, according to 
Schuld. High Tide’s “Beach Games” event 
on August 14 raised over $1,000 buying 
them a 50-second lead in the race and the 
Beach Bar’s “Live Jukebox for GI’s Nite” 
charged $10 per song to support the cause 
and help them gain an edge on race day. 

St. John Chaotic Kayak will hold a meet-
ing on Friday, August 26, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Inn at Tamarind Court. At least one mem-
ber from each team is required to attend the 
meeting where teams will be randomly se-
lected and placed into heats and additional 
funds raised by individual teams will be cal-
culated to buy them time in the race. 

“These businesses that are showing their 
support by getting in a kayak will get to see 
the results of these funds and know we did 
this as a community,” Schuld said.
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PArTICIPATIng TeAMS:
The Beach Bar
Sadie Sea (2 teams)
Donkey Diner
Woody’s
Skinny Legs
High Tide
The Inn at Tamarind Court
Castaways
ZoZo’s (2 teams)
The Lime Inn
Cactus on the Blue/Iguana Grill
Arawak Expeditions
VI Ecotours
Jewels
Cafe Roma
BBC Concrete
Margarita Phil’s
Magical Ninja Carpentry

Chaotic kayak races to Bring wounded Vets Back to St. John

St. John Tradewinds News Photos  

left: TRR wounded veterans at Cinnamon Bay. 
Above: Brandi Schuld, Sean Lewis, Pete Rooney and 

Andy Butterworth.


