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to Heaven

V.I. National Park 
Superintendent 
Mark Hardgrove 
and Friends of VINP 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Jeff Chabot stand at 
the bottom of a new 
staircase, built by 
Chabot with the help 
of fellow volunteers, 
at the Lind Point 
Trailhead behind the 
VINP Visitors’ Center in 
Cruz Bay. 

See story on Page 2.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott

get Ready to Boogie: 
Legendary Blues 
Cruise Is Comin’

Page 7

Virgin Islands 
National Park 
Faces More 
Fund shortfalls
  Page 3

Free Eye Exams for 
Needs-based students

Page 4



 

2   St. John Tradewinds, January 24-30, 2011

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

A new wooden stairway at the 
trailhead to the Lind Point Trail 
has been attracting a lot of traffic 
and has garnered a popular nick-
name.

“We are calling it ‘Stairway to 
Heaven,’” said V.I. National Park 
Superintendent Mark Hardgrove. 
“And it really does lead to some of 
the most beautiful beaches.”

The stairway was constructed 
after VINP officials discovered 
that the previous trail up the hill-
side in the rear of the Visitors’ 
Center parking lot was actually on 
private property, explained Friends 
of VINP volunteer coordinator Jeff 
Chabot, who built the staircase.

“It actually started about three 
years ago when the park discov-
ered that the land here was private 
property,” said Chabot. “The old 
trail scrambled up the hillside to 
the road above and went through 
private property.”

The property owners granted 
the VINP an easement across their 
land and paid for the materials 
used in construction of the stair-
case, Chabot explained.

“They gave us an easement 
and they also indicated that they 
would fund it as far as materials,” 
he said.

Chabot drew a few rough 
sketches and enlisted the help of a 
Sierra Club group of volunteers to 
dig holes for the footings and lay 
out the preliminary stakes for the 
stairwell. 

“I had 15 people here digging 
footings and laying out stringers,” 

said Chabot.
Another group of volunteers 

then helped mix and pour cement 
for the footings.

“We had 15 ladies out here 
mixing the cement in buckets and 
pouring the footings and the plat-
form,” said Chabot. 

The Friends volunteer coordi-
nator then took care of the rest, 
completing the staircase in about 
190 hours.

“I spent all of my free time here 

working on it until we got it done,” 
Chabot said.

The 32 stairs at the head of Lind 
Point trail now welcome a steady 
stream of hikers and stand testa-
ment to the power of private and 
public partnerships, explained 
Hardgrove.

“The landowners wanted to be a 
partner with the park and together 
we were able to improve access to 
the trail for our visitors,” said the 
VINP superintendent.

Tax Collector Valencio Jackson advised Virgin Islands prop-
erty owners that pursuant to Act. No. 7241, penalties and interest 
will be charged on the revised 2006 bills beginning February 16, 
2011.  

The revised 2006 property tax bills were issued in July 2010 
and became delinquent on November 15, 2010.  In accordance 
with prior legislation, property tax payers were not required to pay 
any penalty and interest on the 2006R tax bills.  

“Notwithstanding the penalty and interest provisions of Title 29 
Virgin Islands Code, section 2494, no interest or penalty may be 
levied on any assessment for the property tax years 2006, 2007, 
and 2008 for six months after the date of issuance of the respective 
year’s tax assessment,” according to  Act 7241. 

Accordingly, Virgin Islands property owners are encouraged to 
pay their 2006 property tax bills before February 16, 2011 in order 
to avoid the assessment of penalty and interest.  After that date, 
penalty and interest charges will be assessed.

For more information, call the Tax Collector at 776-6737.
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Free Vow Renewal Ceremony Feb. 14

The January meeting of the St. John Chapter of the St. Thomas/
St. John Chamber of Commerce will be on Tuesday, January 25, 
at Ocean Grill Upstairs from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. The group plans to 
review 2010 accomplishments and plan an agenda for 2011.

Love City Pan Dragons Hosting Boat 
trip to st. Croix agriculture Fair

The community is invited to join the Love City Pan Dragons as 
they travel to the St. Croix Agriculture Fair by ferry.

The boat leaves on Thursday, February 17, at 1:30 p.m. from 
the Cruz Bay bulkhead and returns on Monday, February 21, at 2 
p.m. The cost for adults is $85 round-trip and $65 for one-way. For 
children the cost is $65 round-trip and $50 for one-way. 

Transportation will be provided by Native Son Inc. Tickets can 
be purchased at Courtesy Car Rental or on board.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Instead of the dirt path leading up the hill, a new 
staircase welcomes hikers to Lind Point Trail, above, 
behind the V.I. National Park Visitors’ Center.

stJ Chamber Chapter Meeting Jan. 25

It’s that time of year again! Love City’s own Barefoot Minister 
Anne Marine Porter is hosting a free marriage vow renewal cer-
emony on Monday, February 14, at Trunk Bay Beach at 5 p.m.

For more information call Porter at 693-5153 or 626-4658.

Stairway to Heaven Rises at Lind Point Trailhead

Property tax Waiver Ends Feb. 2011

The St. John Animal Care Center’s annual meeting is Wednes-
day, January 26, at 6:30 p.m. at the Gifft Hill School’s lower cam-
pus greatroom.

aCC annual Meeting set for Jan. 26

The V.I. Audubon Society will host its annual plant sale on 
March 5, in Cruz Bay’s Frank Powell Park.

Mary Moroney and Dave Spoth are chairing the plant sale this 
year. One gallon pots are needed, and can be dropped off at Elaine 
Estern’s studio. The group is trying to propagate more native and 
non-invasive plants to sell this year. 

With that in mind, anyone who has Bay Rhum trees, any edible 
fruit or vegetables potted, are asked to donate these to the sale. 
Spoth will also be propagating some vegetables and ornamentals 
for the sale and orchids will be ordered.

audubon society annual Plant sale 
set for March 5 in Frank Powell Park



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

V.I. National Park expanded 
its boundaries in 2010, completed 
several major projects and has a 
few more in store for 2011, VINP 
Superintendent Mark Hardgrove 
told about 75 people gathered at 
Cinnamon Bay Campground’s 
T’ree Lizard Restaurant for the 
Friends of VINP’s annual meeting 
on Sunday, January 16.

In his State of the Park address, 
Hardgrove highlighted some ma-
jor accomplishments and thanked 
numerous partners who helped the 
park to accommodate the 1 million 
people who visited VINP and the 
Coral Reef National Monument 
last year.

National Park service invests 
$13 million to Economy

“This year the NPS invested 
over $13 million into the local 
economy through the payment of 
salaries, contracts, projects, sup-
plies, materials and utilities,” said 
Hardgrove. “That is $2 million 
more than last year. And that does 
not include the positive impacts  
having five NPS units has on the 
local economy, three of which are 
in St. Croix.” 

The non-profit Trust for Public 
Land donated the 2.2-acre Nancy 
Cay parcel of land to the VINP last 
year and Estate Concordia officials 
granted visitors use of their access 
road, Hardgrove explained.

“This year TPL donated and the 
NPS accepted the 2.2-acre Nanny 
Point property at Estate Con-
cordia,” said the superintendent. 
“This magnificent oceanfront par-
cel, which contains some incred-

ible cactus gardens, is now part 
of your National Park. You can 
access it on the road by Concordia 
and enjoy the incredible resources 
out there.”

maho Bay Camps 
lease Extended

TPL also continues to work 
toward saving Maho Bay Camp-
ground and was able to convince 
the landowners to extend the lease 
for the popular eco-resort, which 
was set to expire this year, Hard-
grove added. 

“TPL is still in negotiations with 
the owners of the property now 
leased to Maho Camps,” said the 
superintendent. “If successful TPL 
will launch a major fund raising 
campaign to raise the funds for the 
acquisition, similar to what they 
did at Estate Maho Bay. The good 
news is that the lease which was 
to terminate last year, closing the 
campground, has been extended 
allowing the Maho Campground 
to continue to operate while nego-
tiations continue.”

North shore shoulder repair
Improvement and paving of 

North Shore Road was almost 
wrapped up in 2010, complete 
with speed bumps and a center 
line, Hardgrove explained.

“The North Shore Road paving 
project is 99 percent completed and 
totaled $5.2 million, only the last 
of roadway striping and direction-
al arrows remain,” he said. “ Last 
week we were able to add $70,000 
in repairs to road shoulders. This 
work will start next week as a 
modification to the project and add 
an additional 30 days.”

The year would not have been 

a success without the volunteers 
who supplied thousands of hours 
of labor to keep trails clear and 
ruins standing, according to the 
superintendent.

“This year volunteers donated 
over 15,000 hours in support of 
the NPS programs,” said Hard-
grove. “Volunteer crews, some led 
by Jeff Chabot, worked on trails, 
signs, cleaned up beaches, cleaned 
roadsides and installed trail signs, 
removed vegetation from cultural 
landscapes, staffed our historic 
sites, archives, libraries, curation 
facilities, led park interpretive 
tours, and staffed visitor facilities 
including the Visitor Center in 
Cruz Bay.”

monument open for Permits
The park issued more than 100 

commercial use permits and has 
started accepting permits for the 
Coral Reef National Monument  
after suspending commercial use 
in that area for several months, 
Hardgrove explained.

“We issued 101 Commercial 
Use Authorizations to local busi-
nesses, which provide necessary 
and appropriate visitor services 
and recreational opportunities such 
as day sailing, scuba diving, un-
derwater photography, snorkeling, 
hiking, cultural and natural history 
walking tours, kayaking and wed-

dings in the park,” he said. “Com-
mercial Use Authorization Permits 
are being accepted for the Virgin 
Islands Coral Reef.”

The park continues to work to-
wards renewing the concessions 
contract for Trunk Bay services 
and Cinnamon Bay Campground, 
the superintendent added.

New Concessions 
Contract Expected

“Renewed efforts are well un-
derway for a new concessions 
contract,” he said. “The prospec-
tus development process is for the 
Cinnamon Bay Campground and 
Trunk Bay concessions contract. 
With the new timeline, it is ex-
pected to have a new concessions 
contract awarded for these conces-
sion operations in Fall of 2013.”

“A new contract would provide 
a contract term of between 10 to 
20 years, providing the new con-
cessioner with financial stability 
to invest long term and make the 
much needed capital improve-
ments to the Campground at Cin-
namon Bay and snack bar and 
souvenir shop at Trunk Bay,” said 
Hardgrove. “That translates into 
an improved visitor experience. 
We are using our experiences at 
Maho Bay Campground and Con-
cordia as our models.”

The National Park Service is 

“The NPS is in the process of finalizing 
a  special use permit to public works which 
will permit a resource inventory and analysis 
by  conducting  surveys of the Catherinberg 
property for a new school. The Catherinberg 
property is located at the park boundary on 
Centerline Road. Survey work will also include 
a storm water management study.”

– VINP Supterintendent Mark Hardgrove
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VINP Completed Major Projects in 2010
Virgin Islands National Park Continues To Face Funding Shortfalls

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

VINP Superintendent Mark Hardgrove thanks VINP 
Volunteer of the Year Jane Bowry at the Friends of VINP’s 
annual meeting on January 16.

close to finalizing a special use 
permit to allow the Department of 
Public Works to inventory a parcel 
of land in Estate Catherinberg as a 
possible site for a new elementary 
and high school on St. John, Hard-
grove explained.

“The NPS is in the process of 
finalizing a  special use permit to 
public works which will permit a 
resource inventory and analysis by  
conducting  surveys of the Cather-
inberg property for a new school,” 
he said. “The Catherinberg proper-
ty is located at the park boundary 
on Centerline Road. Survey work 
will also include a storm water 
management study.”

“This project was funded 
through a technical assistance 
grant in December 2007 by the De-
partment of the Interior and is an 
eight month study, which should 
be complete this September,” said 
Hardgrove. “This is a feasibility 
study for the NPS to determine if 
the property holds nationally sig-
nificant or other natural or cultural 
resources. As we continue to work, 
we’re looking at three to five years 
out if all goes well.”

Other VINP projects slated for 
2011 include new lifeguard stands 
at Trunk Bay and the long-awaited 



 

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Just as most National Parks across the United 
States were founded by individuals, citizens still have 
important roles in supporting those parks, National 
Park Foundation president and CEO Neil Mulholland 
explained at the Friends of V.I. National Park’s annual 
meeting on January 16.

Mulholland, who oversees the philanthropic arm 
of the National Park Service, was the guest speaker at 
the Friends’ annual meeting. He discussed the impor-
tance each individual has in supporting NPS in gen-
eral, and specific parks in particular.

“There are 84 million acres of parkland in the Unit-
ed States and the territories,” said Mulholland. “If you 
break that down, every one of us owns one-third of an 
acre on a per capita basis. Many National Parks were 
started by individuals and then the government took 
over the responsibility of managing them, but the role 
of the individual cannot be lost in this.”

“It’s a reality that budgets will continue to be 
strained all across the country,” he said. “We really 
need public and private partnerships to ensure the 
continued preservation of our natural resources. Your 
voice must be heard in Washington, D.C.”

Citizens should urge their elected officials to in-
crease funding to National Parks and to support spe-
cific parks with volunteer efforts, Mulholland ex-
plained.

“We all talk about the importance of parks, but 
you have to share that with your elected officials,” 
he said. “The current administration in Washington 
is committed to keeping parks viable and educating 
the next generation, but we have make sure that con-
tinues. Parks are not a right, they are a gift that we’ve 
been entrusted with.”

“There is a great deal you can do through volun-
teering,” Mulholland said. “Donating money is very 
important but volunteering and introducing neigh-
bors and friends to parks can shape their lives. The 
more we participate, the more these places become 
relevant.”

The NPF will donate two tickets to the National 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in Washington, 
D.C. to Friends of VINP as an additional fundraising 
opportunity, Mulholland announced.

“We’re giving Friends two tickets for them to raffle 
or give to a donor,” said Mulholland. “It will not in-
clude room or airfare, but you will be our guest at the 
ceremony and after-party and it’s a whole lot of fun.”
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National Park Foundation President Is 
Guest Speaker at Friends Annual Meeting

St. John Tradewinds
Kids First!, a Virgin Islands-based non-profit 

that supports education on St. John has formed a 
partnership with St. John Eyecare to provide free 
eye care for needs-based children on the island.  

Kids First! has provided a $2,500 grant to fund 
this initiative. Using this grant, St. John Eyecare 
will perform free eye exams for children both at its 
clinic and at St. John schools.

If eye glasses are required and the parents are 
unable to pay, St. John Eyecare will use this grant 
to offset some or all of the costs.

“Children face enough challenges mastering 
the skills necessary for school and beyond,” said 

Bruce Claflin, Kids First! president. “That task 
becomes far more difficult when the student is 
burdened by problems with his or her sight. This 
program makes it possible for every child on St. 
John to enter school with the eyesight necessary 
for success.”

“It’s great for me to be able to serve the commu-
nity by going into the island schools and screen-
ing the children for eye diseases and vision dif-
ficulties,” said Dr. Craig Friedenberg, owner of 
St. John Eye Care. “The first mother whose child 
qualified for free eyeglasses under this program 
actually cried. Tears of gratitude streamed down 
her face.”

Kids First! and st. John Eyecare offer 
Free Eye Care for Needs-Based Children

(L to R) National Park 
Foundation President 
Neil Mulholland accepts 
a Friends of VINP license 
plate from Friends president 
Joe Kessler.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

About 75 residents packed the 
Cinnamon Bay Campgrounds’ 
T’ree Lizard Restaurant on Sun-
day afternoon, January 16, for the 
Friends of V.I. National Park’s an-
nual meeting.

The afternoon marked a decade 
of Friends’ president Joe Kessler’s 
leadership of the non-profit arm of 
V.I. National Park.

“This is my 10th meeting with 
you,” Kessler told the group. “It’s 
kind of scary to tell the truth, 
but here we are. It’s St. John, the 
Friends, the Park and all of you 
who make it all worthwhile.”

Friends of VINP had a big year 
in 2010, and met its fundraising 
goals for the first time in years, 
Kessler explained.

“Despite financial woes here 
and around the world, members 
and donors continue to feel that 

supporting Friends is a worthwhile 
investment,” said Kessler. “We 
had a modest increase in member-
ship and our general fundraising 
was on target for the first time in 
a long time.”

The archaeology program at 
Cinnamon Bay, completing the 
accessible trail at the Cinnamon 
Bay ruins, new tables and grills at 
Francis Bay and other beaches, the 
underwater camera at Lameshur 
Bay and continued support of the 
annual Folklife Festival were just 
a few of the many projects Friends 
supported over the past year, ex-
plained Kessler.

“We’re especially proud of our 
work getting school kids in the 
park,” he said. “More than 800 St. 
Thomas and St. John students at-
tended last year’s Folklife Festival 
and we had more than 700 stu-
dents at our Earth Day Fair. One 
hundred kids spent between three 

and five days at VIERS eco sum-
mer camps.”

“Eight high school students, 
four from the states and four from 
the Virgin Islands, took part in 
the summer trail crew program,” 
said Kessler. “And we started our 
Ranger in Training program thanks 
to the National Park Foundation.”

Looking ahead, Friends expects 
to be just as energetic and effective 
in 2011, according to Kessler.

“We have every hope that 2011 
will be just as good, if not better,” 
he said. “The second phase of our 
accessible trail at Francis Bay will 
be completed. We expect to com-
plete the renovation of the archae-
ology lab at Cinnamon Bay and 
we’ll continue for the support of 
the cultural and education projects 
which we do every year.”

Instead of Carabana Ensemble’s 
weekly plays at the Cinnamon Bay 
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Friends, VINP Volunteers and Partnership of the Year Awards Announced

Kessler Marks Decade of Leading Friends of VINP

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Friends of V.I. National Park’s Volunteer of the Year 
Martha Hills thanks the organization for the honor at 
Friends’ annual meeting. 



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

St. John veterans no longer have 
to travel to St. Thomas Veterans 
Affairs clinics for primary care, 
radiology or laboratory services, 
thanks to a new outreach partner-
ship with Myrah Keating Smith 
Community Health Center.

Lieutenant Governor Gregory 
Francis joined Veterans Affairs 
officials from Puerto Rico and St. 
John American Legion Post #131 
members, at a Wednesday morn-
ing, January 19, meeting celebrat-
ing the new services at MKSCHC. 

The VA Caribbean Health Sys-
tem currently runs a main facility 
in San Juan as well as nine clin-
ics across Puerto Rico, St. Thomas 
and St. Croix. The outreach ser-
vices at MKSCHC mark the first 
time Love City veterans will be 
able to get healthcare on the island 
through the federal VA Healthcare 
System.

“Today is a special celebration 
to kick off the collaboration be-
tween VA Healthcare System and 
MKSCHC,” said Wanda Mims, 
VA Caribbean Health System di-
rector. “One of our main focuses 
is to improve healthcare access for 
our veterans. The Department of 
Veteran’s Affairs’ goal is to pro-
vide care closer to where veterans 
live.”

“We are all about serving Amer-
ica’s veterans where they live,” 
said Mims. “Taking the ferry over 
here was an eye-opening experi-
ence for me. It almost lulled me 
to sleep and I can imagine having 
to take that ferry when you’re not 
feeling well.”

Patient records and the entire 
VA Caribbean Healthcare System 
will now be linked to MKSCHC, 
explained Dr. Ramon Guerrido, 
VA Caribbean Healthcare Sys-
tem’s associate chief of staff for 
primary care services.

“Primary and preventative care 
services will all be available right 
here,” said Guerrido. “Those ser-
vices will include all aspects of 
primary care, health management 
and preventive management care. 
Management of chronic condi-
tions, vaccines, lab tests, nutrition-
al evaluations and X-rays will be 
available here as well.”

“We have the same computer 
system at all of our facilities so 
this facility will be linked in and 
will provide full patient records,” 
Guerrido said. “They will have re-
cords and will be able to reference 
all documents pertaining to that 
patient.”

The VA Caribbean Healthcare 
System also contracted Chelsea 
Drug Store to provide emergency 
prescription drug services to vet-
erans on St. John, according to 
Guerrido.

“We have contracted Chelsea 
Drug Store to provide emergency 
medication refills and renewals,” 
he said. “They can provide up to 
10 days of medication and the 
rest would be received via mail. 
We can’t emphasis enough that 
we want to provide care closer to 
home for our veterans, wherever 
they live; they have earned it and 
deserve it.”

The partnership is a significant 
milestone in veterans services, ex-
plained Lt. Gov. Francis.

“The availability of these ser-
vices represents a significant mile-
stone in our collective efforts to 
serve the residents of St. John,” 
said Francis. “The men and wom-
en of our territory have served our 
country with pride and bravery. 
We appreciate and are grateful for 
their service to our territory and 

our nation.”
“And we must fulfill our own 

responsibility to serve our veter-
ans and ensure that we are able to 
meet their health-related and other 
needs, without the expectation 
that they incur additional costs to 
travel to St. Thomas for services,” 
he said.”

The partnership with MKSCHC 
also signifies the unparalleled lev-
el of care provided by the health 
center, Francis added.

“This outreach health service 
is now a part of the extensive net-
work of VA hospitals and offices 
throughout the United States,” said 
the Lt. Gov. “I can personally attest 
that the care received through our 
VA facilities throughout the ter-
ritory is second to none and I am 
immensely pleased that this same 
quality of care will now be avail-
able to our veteran community on 
St. John right here at MKSCHC.”

“This partnership would not 
have been possible if the services 
already being provided here at 
MKSCHC were not exemplary,” 
said Francis. 

In order for the services to be 
remain available, however, all 
veterans on St. John should take 
advantage of the outreach clinic, 
Mims explained.

“When it comes to government 
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Seaview Vacation Homes, Inc.
Short Term-Full Service Since 1985
Vacation Villa ManageMent

24 years of on island rental service

e: info@seaviewhomes.com 
w: www.seaviewhomes.com

t: 340-776-6805; toll-free 1-888-625-2963

Continued on Page 17

VA Outreach Health Services Now 
Available at MKSCHC for Veterans

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

•  Home of Josephine’s Greens
•  Landscape Design/Installation
•  Irrigation & Maintenance

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Lieutenant  Governor Gregory Francis, above, joined the 
celebration at MKSCHC announcing the new services last 
week.
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Get Ready To Boogie — Blues Cruise Is Coming
By Jaime Elliott

St. John Tradewinds
St. John will be full of the Blues 

on Wednesday, Janaury 26.
More than 1,000 passengers 

from the Legendary Rhythm and 
Blues Cruise will descend on Love 
City when the cruise ship docks 
offshore of Cruz Bay Wednesday 
morning for an island-wide party.

This isn’t the first time the popu-
lar Blues cruiseline will visit Love 
City. Several years ago the ship 
docked in St. Thomas and hun-
dreds of Blues fans came over to 
St. John for concerts across Cruz 
Bay. 

This year the party will be in 
Cruz Bay’s Frank Powell Park, at 
all three island schools and across 
the island to Coral Bay.

“Last time the ship docked in St. 
Thomas and we had a pub crawl in 
Cruz Bay,” said devoted St. John 
Blues fan Yvonne Tharpes, who 
is helping to organize the festivi-
ties and will be cruising as well. 
“This time, they are anchoring off 
of Cruz Bay and we expect about 
1,500 of the more than 2,000 pas-
sengers on board to come ashore. 
There are a lot of things happening 
that day.”

To kick off the St. John Blues 
day, Department of Tourism of-
ficials are hosting a cultural ex-
change concert in Frank Powell 
Park at 11 a.m. which will fea-
ture local musicans, according to 
Tharpes.

Aftrer enjoying tunes in the 
Cruz Bay park, the Blues cruis-
ers will be able to take the groove 
out to Coral Bay for a pub crawl, 
Tharpes explained.

“Cruise ship guests rarely go to 
the heart of Coral Bay,” she said. 
“They may see an overlook, but 
this time they’ll get to explore 
Coral Bay and visit the businesses 
and have a little exposure to the 
other side of the island.”

Shuttle service will be provided 
from Cruz Bay to Coral Bay ven-
ues including Skinny Legs, Island 
Blues and Shipwreck Landing 
where the music is scheduled to 
start between 11:30 a.m. and noon, 
according to Tharpes.

Skinny Legs will be full of 
New Orleans Blues as Chris Klein 
and the Boulevards entertain the 
crowd. Cruisers will stop by Island 
Blues to hear the Van Gills Band 
and Mitch Woods and His Rocket 
88s will keep the crowd at Ship-

wreck Landing entertained.
Blues fans can expect some 

surprises at each venue as well, 
Tharpes added.

“All of the musicians from the 
ship, and there is an incredible line 
up there, are encouraged to come-
out and jam at all of the different 
locations,” said Tharpes. 

Shuttles will be circulating to 
each venue, giving Blues fans the 
chance to hear all three bands and 
enjoy the full pub crawl, Tharpes 
added.

The Coral Bay concerts are ex-
pected to wrap up around 3 p.m. 
when the cruise ship guests will 

be transported back to Cruz Bay 
for an afternoon Blues concert in 
Frank Powell Park faturing Bob 
Margolin and Zac Harmon, ac-
cording to Tharpes.

But the Blues isn’t slated just for 
pubs and parks; St. John students 
at all three island schools will get 
some serious entertainment on 
January 26 as well, Tharpes ex-
plained.

“We’re hosting concerts in all 
three schools as part of the Blues 
in the Schools program,” she said. 
“Corey Harris will be playing at 
Guy Benjamin School, Zach Har-
mon will play at Gifft Hill School 

and Rick  Estrin will play at Julius 
E. Sprauve School.”

After the late afternoon Frank 
Powell Park concert, several other 
venues in Cruz Bay are expected 
to host Blues concerts as well. 
Specific details, however, were not 
finalized as of press time.

Tharpes encouraged as many 
people as possible to come out to 
the various venues and take part 
in a true Blues explosion on St. 
John.

“Everyone should take the day 
off and come out and support the 
Blues,” said Tharpes. “This is a 
real cultural exchange and there is 
going to be a ton of talent playing 
across the island that day.”

The Legendary Rhythm and 
Blues Cruise, which will have 
Tharpes and Love City’s Blues 
king Steve Simon — who will be 
hosting the Ninth Annual St. John 
Blues Festival March 16-20 — on 
board, departs Ft. Lauderdale on 
January 22 and stops in Antigua 
and Barbuda on January 25 before 
docking off Cruz Bay around 9 
a.m. on January 26.

For more details about the Leg-
endary Rhythm and Blues Cruise 
visit www.bluescruise.com.

Spa Services Discounts are available to residents of the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico with valid ID. ID must be presented when making 
appointment. Valid 6/01/09- 10/31/09. ©Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. Westin is the registered trademark of 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

Rejuvenate your body and relax your mind at the 
Westin Workout and Spa

•  All new cardio and strength equipment

•  Daily, weekly, and annual membership packages

•  Massages, facials, body wraps, manicures    
and pedicures

•  Mention this ad for special savings     
on spa treatments

For more information, please call 
340.693.8000, ext 1903/1904.

Renew your Spirits

WR-FitnessClub TW 6.09.indd   1 6/10/09   12:42:29 PM

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of www.bluescruise.com

Guests aboard the Legendary Rhythm and Blues Cruise 
get their groove on.
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Carol Beckowitz Gets 
Shorn for Good Cause

By Jaime Elliott

St. John Tradewinds
Carol Beckowitz cut her long, flowing locks last week and by doing 

so helped out a disadvantaged teenager.
Michelle Collins, co-owner of Grapevine Salon along with Colleen 

Moore, snipped off 14-inches of Beckowitz’s blonde hair on Thursday 
afternoon, January 20. Beckowitz, who hadn’t cut a significant amount 
of her hair in more than a dozen years, mailed the tresses off to Locks 
of Love.

Located in West Palm Beach, Florida, Locks of Love is a non-profit 
organization which provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged 
children in the United States and Canada under the age of 21 suffering 
from long-term medical hair loss from any diagnosis.

Beckowitz, Senator at Large Craig Barshinger’s chief of staff, was 
moved to donate to the organization because she won’t be on Love City 
for the first ever St. John Relay for Life American Cancer Society fund-
raiser on Saturday, February 19.

“I can’t be here for Relay for Life and I wanted to make a contribu-
tion,” said Beckowitz. “So this is my contribution, to send my hair to 
Locks of Love.”

Locks of Love accepts any hair at least 10 inches in length. To find 
out more about the organization check out the website www.locksoflove.
org.

St. John Tradewinds
Kids First!, a VI based non-

profit which supports education 
on St. John, announced a grant of 
$1,500 to Guy Benjamin School 
to support an innovative reading 
program using Kindle E-Book 
readers.   

Age appropriate books will be 
downloaded into four Kindles 
which will be used by 4th to 6th 
grade students at the Coral Bay 
public elementary school. 

On-line instruction materials 
linked to downloaded books will 
be used by teachers and students 
to develop their understanding of 
the materials being read. Class-
room curriculum including tests, 
will also support instruction.

Kindle E-books support reading 

instruction in several ways. First, 
there are over 30,000 children’s 
books available on-line, that can 
be reviewed and purchased in a 
matter of minutes at a cost up to 
80 percent less than a bound book. 
They never “wear out” and can be 
shared among students.  

Children also like the “cool fac-
tor” of buying and reading books 
on-line and they can also down-
load magazines, newspapers and 
other reading materials from all 
over the world, in a matter of min-
utes.  

“We applaud the creativity of 
the Guy Benjamin staff for devel-
oping this proposal and expect it 
will promote reading and com-
prehension,” said Bruce Claflin, 
president of Kids First! “Further, 

as positive results are achieved we 
hope to use this success as a model 
for use throughout the Virgin Is-
land’s schools.” 

“We appreciate the support 
Kids First! has provided to launch 
this new program,” said GBS Prin-
cipal Dionne Wells. “Reading is 
an essential skill which must be 
mastered in the early years to sup-
port learning in higher grades and 
beyond. Kids First! recognizes 
this and has generously supported 
reading programs at Guy Benjamin 
School over the past few years.”

In operation for over two 
years, Kids First! has provided 
over $100,000 of grants to island 
schools and programs. To learn 
more about Kids First! go to www.
kidsfirststj.org. 

Now

opeN
Highest quality pet collars, 

leads, treats, sporting wear 

and MUCH, MUCH more.

340.777.9588  

w w w . s t j o h n i m a l s . c o m

Sun Power Loans for
Solar Water Heaters

No money down•	
Low Interest loan•	

Up to $2,500 •	
in rebate

Don’t pay to heat Your Water; do it  free, use the 
sun.Contact the Energy Office at 713-8436 on St. 

Croix and 714-8436 on St. Thomas or visit the web-
site at vienergy.org for more information

Using solar makes 
for a cleaner, greener 

Virgin Islands.

Kids First! supports gBs E-Books Reading Program

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott

Beckowitz had 14 inches of her hair clipped off for Locks 
of Love last week.



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

It’s time to mark those calenders for one of the is-
land’s biggest events of the year.

The Friends of V.I. National Park’s 7th Annual 
Gala is on Saturday, February 5, at Cheryl and David 
McDaniel’s stunning “Butterfly Beach” home right 
on the water in Fish Bay starting at 6 p.m.

“This is our signature social event of the year,” 
said Friends’ development director Heather Ruhsam. 
“We’re very proud this year to have DIAGEO USVI 
as our sponsor.”

The night will feature dancing under the stars to 
live music on the McDaniel’s waterfront lawn, mouth-
watering fare by Mathayom and plenty of opportuni-
ties to win exciting prizes.

Raffle packages include a ladies’ day with lunch 
at the Lime Inn and gift certificates to some of Love 
City’s most popular shops. A men’s day package con-
sists of a sport fishing charter on World Class Anglers 
and a few rounds of beers at a local watering hole.

“We’re trying to think outside the box a little bit 
this year as far as the raffle prizes go,” said Ruhsam. 
“But we also kept some raffle prizes that were popular 
in the past.”

Those always popular raffle prizes include a cus-
tom wood cutting board from Gerry Hills, blown glass 
from Maho Bay Glassworks, a keg party furnished by 
St. John Brewers and tickets to the Aspen Santa Fe 
Ballet’s performance at the Reichhold Center for the 
Arts.

Raffle tickets, $25 each or five for $100, are avail-
able through Friends of VINP Store, both Connections 
locations, the Friends’ office in Mongoose Junction 
and will also sold the night of the soiree as well. 

Party-goers can even choose which raffle packages 
to try for by placing their tickets in a basket in front 
of the prize they want to win. For people who aren’t 
attending the gala, they just have to tell one of the 
Friends’ staff which prize they want and it will be 
placed in that basket, explained Ruhsam.

“We did the raffle that way last year and people 
really enjoyed being able to choose what they try to 
win,” she said. “You can put your tickets into a few 
different baskets or, to increase your chance of win-
ning one package, put them all in one basket. Or just 
tell us what prizes you want and we’ll do it for you.”

There will be several silent auction items available 
to bid on at the gala as well, including an original oil 
painting by Elaine Estern. Ruhsam is also still accept-
ing donations of items or services for the raffle pack-
ages, she added.

As Friends supporters don their island elegant at-
tire for a night under the stars, there could be no better 
venue than the McDaniel’s Fish Bay home, explained 
Ruhsam.

“The way the house is situated, it’s almost a small 
representation of the VINP with mangroves and grassy 
areas and it’s right on the water,” said the Friends’ 
development director. “The McDaniels are also inter-
ested in bringing back the butterfly population in Fish 

Bay and the surrounding area by reintroducing native 
plants on their property.”

As one of the three major fundraisers for Friends 
of VINP, the gala goes a long way toward ensuring 
that the group’s many programs and projects continue 
throughout the year. 

From Friends’ summer eco-camps and ranger in 
training programs to the group’s lionfish response 
program and cultural events at Cinnamon Bay am-
phitheater, gala-goers will be truly doing good while 
having a blast.

“This is one of our major fundraisers, besides the 
online auction and the Beach to Beach Power Swim,” 
said Ruhsam. “The funds we raise go to support all 
of the different programs we host and our efforts on 
behalf of V.I. National Park.”

The event is also an opportunity for Friends to 
thank the people who support the organization, Ruh-
sam added.

“More than anything, the gala is a chance for us 
to publicly thank our donors and our members,” she 
said. “A lot of our members come to the event and it’s 
a great opportunity for us to say ‘Thank you’ face to 
face. We also use the night to celebrate our accom-
plishments and honor our relationship with the Na-
tional Park Service.”

Last year’s gala raised $20,000 for Friends of VINP 
and this year Ruhsam hopes to top that by $5,000, she 
explained. 

Shuttle service to the McDaniel’s home will be 
provided from the Westin Resort and Villas vaca-
tion villas area as well as from the Cruz Bay dock 
after the 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. ferries. The night kicks off 
with cocktails at 6 p.m. on the McDaniel’s lawn and 
Friends staff request RSVPs by January 30.

For more information or to purchase tickets to the 
gala call Ruhsam at Friends at 779-4940.
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Friends of VINP Will Come Out and 
Dance Under Stars at February 5 Gala

 Sunday Brunch 

9am-1pm 

LIVE Classical G
uitar Music

Serving Breakfast & Dinner 
Outdoor Dining Overlooking Salt Pond Bay

Call Us for Seasonal Hours  
340.693.5855 
St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands

Breakfast Served:  8:00-10:00am 
Happy Hour:  5:00-6:00pm 

Dinner Served:  6:00-9:00pm

        The Fiddler Returns

Making us dance and party for years

Island's  Largest  Super  Bowl  Party!!
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ATTENTION ST. JOHN HOMEOWNERS

hiring Professionals
To mainTain your home is

NOT AN EXTRAVAGANCE
iT is

SMART BUSINESS SENSE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS AT

Cimmaron Property Management
st. John’s Premier Property management 

Company Providing:
COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
GUEST SERVICES

(340) 715-2666 / www.cimmaronstjohn.com / info@cimmaronstjohn.com
P.O. Box 37, St. John, VI  00831 / Lumberyard Complex – Cruz Bay

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott

Store owners Dr. Iris Kern and Bill Needham pose in 
the doorway to Encore, above. A peek inside the new 
Caribbean consignment shop, below.

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Behind the brightly painted 
doors of Caribbean gingerbread 
detailed building in downtown 
Cruz Bay is the home of Encore, 
a combination art gallery and con-
signment shop recently opened 
by Dr. Iris Kern and husband Bill 
Needham.

Kern and Needham’s newest 
venture is located across the street 
from Da Livio’s Restaurant, in an 
historic building which housed the 
island’s first bank at one time. 

Today the shop is full of paint-
ings by Madeleine Meehan, silk 
batiks by Eunice Summer, African 
masks, Maasai wedding necklac-
es, collectibles, clothing, jewelry 
and more.

The shop isn’t easy to catego-
rize, since it’s not necessarily a 
second-hand store, or a classic art 
gallery. More than anything En-
core is more a reflection of Kern’s 
own taste.

“It’s something the Virgin Is-
lands hasn’t had before,” she said. 
“It’s really an upscale consign-
ment shop. Some items are new, 
some items are really gently used 
and there is artwork and collect-
ibles too.”

“It’s really something you 
wouldn’t expect to find on St. 

John,” said Kern. 
While Kern has a full time job 

with the Department of Justice on 
St. Thomas, she is also an avid art 
collector who yearned to get her 
creative juices flowing again.

“I almost majored in Art Histo-
ry back in college,” she said. “I re-
ally like African art and I’ve been 
collecting it for 40 years. This is a 
great excuse to get more and then 
share it with others.”

“I adore my job with the De-
partment of Justice, but, like I told 
the Attorney General, I need an 
opportunity to do something more 
creative,” said Kern. “Plus I really 
like start-ups and I think this is re-
ally fun.”

Encore truly is a reflection of 
Kern’s personal and exotic taste. 
There are two main rooms in the 
shop, one dedicated to art, masks, 
collectibles and jewelry and the 
other mostly filled with cloth-
ing, shoes and some pottery and 
stained-glass.

“The art will be very selective,” 
said Kern about the paintings, mu-
sical instruments and small sculp-
tures. “We’re going to be changing 
up the art as well and one of things 
we might do is feature one artist 
and have an opening of sorts dedi-
cated to that particular artist.”

Women, men and children can 

look to Encore for their wardrobe 
needs. From a hot-pink corset and 
designer capes to vintage beaded 
dresses and Egyptian cotton skirts, 
the store has a wide array of attire, 
all chosen by Kern herself.

“I really just picked things that 
I like and I was very particular 
about what I put in here,” she said. 
“Not everything in here is super 
cheap. When you know the value 
of something, like a vintage bead-
ed dress, you know you are getting 
a good deal; but that doesn’t mean 
it is necessarily cheap.”

Kern’s husband Needham 
agreed that the store is almost an 
out-post of the two’s family home. 

“The idea was really to show a 
combination of all the things that 
Iris loves,” said Needham. “Iris is 
the consumate consumer and I see 
this as sort of the realization of a 
fantasy of hers to have this shop 
full of all the things she loves and 
she believes others will love too.”

Encore should really be browsed 
through for full enjoyment. Stop 
by the store located next door to 
the Lime Inn shops in downtown 
Cruz Bay. Encore is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Kern accepts consignments 
on Saturdays only. 

For more information call 626-
0927 or just stop by.

ENCorE: 
A Caribbean Consignment Shop and So Much More



St. John Tradewinds, January 24-30, 2011   11

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Calling all St. John residents 
who have been looking for a new 
hobby that is challenging, stimu-
lating and just plain fun.

Michael and Lauri Weinman 
and Glenda Werbel are looking for 
more bridge players of all ages and 
abilities in order to organize dupli-
cate games and share their passion 
for the age-old card game.

The core group of Love City 
bridge players has been meeting 
and playing the game for almost 
15 years, but more interest recent-
ly has prompted the Weinmans 
and Werbel to put the call out for 
others and to organize the St. John 
Bridge Club.

“Since we don’t have a movie 
theater or concert hall here, this is 
something really fun to do,” said 
Werbel. “It’s very social and it’s 
like mental aerobics. It’s good for 
all ages and abilities.”

The game can be as complicat-
ed or challenging as one makes it, 
explained Lauri Weinman.

“Bridge can be as competitive 
as you want,” she said. “But it 
doesn’t have to be super serious 
in order to be fun. We don’t say, 
‘how could you have played that 
dummy.’”

“It can be played enjoyably at 
any level and it makes for a really 
fun evening,” said Werbel.

The group is inviting anyone 
interested in learning the game, 
brushing up on their skills or those 
who are advanced bridge players 
to contact them to join the fledg-
ling club. 

For beginners, the group has ar-
ranged for accredited bridge teach-
er Barbara Hollingsworth, who 
heads up the St. Thomas Bridge 
Club, to give lessons. For more 
advanced players, Hollingsworth 
can also run sanctioned duplicate 
games so players can get master 
points.

But talk about points and ac-
credited games should not scare 
anyone, Werbel added.

“You don’t have to know any-
thing about the game really,” said 
Werbel. “It will take a few lessons 
and it just gets more fun the more 
you learn how to play. We all help 
each other out because we all want 
to keep learning too.”

Part of what makes the game so 
much fun is that players are con-
tinually improving and learning 
new strategies, explained Werbel, 
who has been playing the game 
since college.

“It’s engaging and you can for-

ever learn how to play bridge bet-
ter,” she said. “It’s a game of com-
munication with your partner and 
it’s the most intellectual of card 
games.”

Once the group gets a sense of 
how much interest is out there, 
more details about lessons and 
bridge club gatherings will be 
determined, explained Michael 
Weinman.

“I’d love to see us get togeth-
er once or twice a week and run 
games and give lessons,” he said. 
“St.  John School of the Arts has 
agreed to let us use their Lum-
beryard Complex space and if we 
need  more space we can find it. A 
lot will depend on how much in-
terest we get.”

Games usually take between 
three and four hours, but players 
are so engaged, the time flies by, 
according to the group.

“It’s very stimulating mentally,” 
said Michael Weinman. “Every 
hand is different and there are bil-
lions of combinations possible so 
you’re always learning.”

Anyone interested in joining 
the St. John Bridge Club should 
contact Weinman at mhw@mor-
riswco.com, or write to Michael 
Weinman at P.O. Box 1510, St. 
John, V.I., 00831.

Calling All Bridge Players and Potential 
Bridge Players — Lessons Available 
for Beginners, Advanced Games Too

2010 Gold Addy Award 
Magazine Design

ReseRve youR Ad spAce
foR issue no. 6/2012

email: mnelson@malindamediallc.com

Don’t wait Until 
the last MinUte 
to place an aD

this year!

Lionfish in the Caribbean
Hear up-to-date information concerning The CORE Foundation and the lionfish

Guest Speakers: The National Park Service

Mongoose Junction Courtyard
February 1, 2011
6pm-8pm
 

The Sun Dog Cafe has generously offered •	
to provide free appetizers for the event
Samples of our “Lionfish Shot” will be •	
served to those who wish to try one
New T-shirts and ladies tank tops will be •	
available for sale while supplies last
 All the volunteers who have helped the •	
cause will be honored 

Please come out and support the cause!
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11th st. John Arts Festival 
will Feature Caribbean 
music, Arts, Food and 
Crafts through the Ages

Some Bad News and Some Good News

Senator-at-Large 
Reports
By Senator Craig Barshinger

St. John Tradewinds
Greetings! I and my staff wish you a healthy and 

prosperous 2011.
This is my first Senator at Large report for the 

new year and the new legislative term. The year 
started with the inauguration of Governor  John P. 
deJongh and Lt. Governor Gregory R. Francis to a 
second term. The following Monday, the members 
of the 29th Legislature were sworn in. Both events 
took place in Emancipation Garden on St. Thomas.

Citing budget constraints, the Governor sensibly 
scaled back the inaugural activities, yet still St. John 
had a beautiful service in the Anglican Church, led 
by clergy from the many faiths that are embraced 
on St. John. Afterwards, a delightful reception was 
hosted at the Battery. Both events were open to the 
public, and I saw many of you there.

I am optimistic about the prospects for the 29th 
Legislature, but I have some bad news to report, 
hopefully to be followed by some good news.

The Senate majority caucus controls the alloca-
tion of all resources at the Senate except senator’s 
allotments. (I am not in the majority caucus.) 

On Wednesday, January 19, the majority caucus 
terminated the employment of my St. John office 
manager and community liaison Catherine Stephen. 
How could the majority do this, you ask? Catherine 
was actually a Central Staff employee for St. John, 
officially working for all senators in the St. Thomas/
St. John District.

Those who have worked with her know how pas-
sionately and effectively Catherine dealt with your 
constituent issues. She loves to help the community 
and she’s good at it. The firing was heart-wrenching 

to Catherine, to me and to my whole staff. 
I believe it is wrong to terminate someone’s em-

ployment when they are performing their job well. 
In fact, my objection to the willy-nilly firing of Cen-
tral Staff employees last December was one of the 
reasons that I was ousted from the majority.

The Central Staff has funded a helper for the 
Senator at Large for many years, because the budget 
given to the at-large senator is not sufficient to staff 
an office on all three islands to standard. 

St. Thomas/St. John District senators have 80 
percent of the senator-at-large budget, yet they only 
staff one office. Because I am the only senator who 
lives on St. John, I naturally looked after St. John, 
and Catherine essentially became part of my staff 
for St. John.

How to deal with this crisis? The good news is 
that there are options. Perhaps public outcry can 
convince the senate majority to bring Catherine 
back to the position in which she worked so well. 

 I will of course do all that I can do personally. 
And please take some action on this situation if it 
concerns you.

In other news…
The St. John ambulance boat is progressing well 

and is on schedule for February delivery. I will be 
providing photographs to St. John Tradewinds, 
hopefully they can do a story on this long-awaited, 
much-needed replacement for our aging Star of Life 
ambulance boat.

In the next report….
I will tell you more about progress on the new 

Legislature for St. John and how your activism has 
helped chart a better course.

St. John Tradewinds
The St. John Arts Festival is 

off and running again with a great 
program for the week commenc-
ing February 19 through February 
25, 2011.

The program kicks off with the 
73rd Army Band playing in Cruz 
Bay Park from 12:30 p.m. through 
the afternoon with an exhibition of 
Caribbean-made arts, crafts and 
foods, which runs for the whole 
week from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
each day.

Sunday, February 20, is a spe-
cial Gospel Concert of local 
church choirs together with the 
UVI “Anacrusis Brass” band pro-
viding music reminiscent of the 
lazy Sunday afternoons of old.

Sunday evening at the Westin 
ballroom at 8 p.m. will be a guar-
anteed sizzling performance of the 
Caribbean Ritual Dancers who 
personify the essence of all that 
is Caribbean and, moreover, what 
visitors and locals alike expect to 
see when they speak of “Carib-
bean.”

Monday keeps the beat going 
with the reggae band of St. John 
Inner Visions playing in Cruz Bay 
Park all afternoon. There just isn’t 
a better reggae band, as their ex-
tensive global tours can attest.

Monday evening at the St. John 
School of the Arts at 6 p.m. is a 
special St. John School of the Arts 
Performs show covering the whole 
range of student activities rang-
ing from instrumental, vocal and 
dance through all ages to highlight 
the exuberance and talent of the 
children of St. John.

Tuesday, February 22, in Cruz 
Bay Park rolls back time to the 
days when voice and percussion 
instruments were the only form of 
musical expression along with sto-
ry-telling, portrayed by the Echo 
People ensemble of St. John.

Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. 
at the St. John School of the Arts, 
the St. John Film Society will be 
showing the award-winning docu-
mentary “Taking Root: The Vision 
of Wangari Maathai” by Lisa Mer-

ton and Alan Dater. 
Then on Wednesday in the park, 

the festival moves along in time 
to when island songs and musical 
instruments were simple and inex-
pensive (home-made mostly) with 
Koko and the Sunshine Band tak-
ing everyone back to those uncom-
plicated times.

Thursday, February 24, in Cruz 
Bay Park it’s time to switch to 
the smooth Latin-American-influ-
enced music of the Samba Combo 
band which adds another interest-
ing facet to the tropical setting of 
St. John.

Thursday evening at 6 p.m. at 
the St. John School of the Arts, it’s 
time to go way back, before the 
Europeans discovered St. John and 
the other Caribbean islands, with a 
film presented by the St. John His-
torical Society entitled “La Buena 
Herencia” depicting the life of the 
earliest inhabitants — the Taino 
Indians from South America.

Translated from Spanish, the 
title means “The Good Heritage” 
which, compared to what followed 
these peace-loving people, is in-
deed the “good” heritage of the 
islands.

Also on Thursday the V.I. Na-
tional Park kicks off its annual 
three-day Folklife Festival at the 
Annaberg sugar mill ruins further 
expounding on the culture of the 
islands in all its forms.

Rounding off the week on Fri-
day, February 25, a new local St. 
John band “Musical Vibrations” 
will play in the park which bring 
the festival right up to the present. 

Concurrent with the seven-day 
festival is the Restaurant Live Mu-
sic Program listing all the island 
restaurants and the various band 
and instrumentalists playing each 
evening for diners to choose ac-
cording to both cuisine and music.

An updated printed program 
will be available soon and the 
website, www.stjohnartsfestival.
com, will also be updated soon.

Do not miss this unique Arts 
Festival of the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands!
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 Broadway Is Coming to 
St. John in February with 
“Dream, Wish, Believe”

Continued on Back Page

Broadway Comes to St. John
 
Five Broadway professionals including Tony Award 
nominated actor John Tartaglia, will work with our island fourth 
graders to put on two shows on Friday, February 18, at the Westin 
Ballroom. The first showing, at 6 p.m., will be for the St. John 
“Angels” who will pay $200 for a ticket, followed by a reception 
and then gourmet dinners at various restaurants. The 8 p.m. 
show is open to everyone with no set charge, but a request for a 
donation. All proceeds benefit the St. John School of the Arts. 
 
Angel TickeTing informATion 
The “Angel” tickets to the 6pm performance will go on sale 
January 19th at 10am at Connections & Chelsea Drug Store. If you 
purchase an Angel ticket you will also have access to our pre-sale 
of Raffle tickets. For $100 you have the chance to win a three day 
trip to New York City! Details are below. There is a limit of 1 Raffle 
ticket per person.  
 
rAffle TickeTing informATion 
SJSA will kick off the sale of Raffle tickets on February 7th from 
4-6pm in front of Starfish Gourmet Market at The Marketplace. 
Starfish Gourmet will be having a wine tasting. There will also be 
meet & greet with the Broadway actors at 5pm. Tickets sold are 
on a first come first serve basis.  
 
rAffle DeTAils 
Due to popular demand we have increased the amount of Raffle 
tickets available to 200! The winner will receive:

2 roundtrip airline tickets to NYC•	
Nice hotel accommodations for three nights•	
Tickets to three Broadway shows (•	 CHICAGO, LA CAGE AUX 
FOLLES, & QUEEN OF THE DESERT) & backstage passes to 
CHICAGO
Dinner at 2 restaurants, The famous Sardi’s and Etcetera •	
Etcetera

for more informATion cAll 779-4322

Donna Drake Laura Barnoa Rhonda Miller

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Students at Julius E. Sprauve School, Guy Benjamin School, Gifft 
Hill School and St. John School of the Arts will have 15 hours to learn 
choreographed dances, Broadway tunes and puppetry before taking the 
stage on Friday, February 18, to perform the original musical “Dream, 
Wish, Believe” at the Westin Resort and Villas.

While it might sound like a tall order, the students will be learning 
from some of the best talent seen on the Broadway and beyond. The 
program will also raise much-needed funds for the St. John School of the 
Arts through a special donors performance and raffle. 

The program was the brainchild of the vice president of St. John 
School of the Arts’ board of directors Ronnie Lee who approached John 
Tartaglia after seeing his off-Broadway original show “ImaginOcean.” 

Tartaglia, who fallen in love with the island during previous visits, 
enlisted a group of equally talented friends and created an original musi-
cal for St. John students. 

Tartaglia, one of the youngest ever Sesame Street cast members, will 
be teaching puppetry, both helping students to make their own puppets 
and to then perform with their creations.

“Learning puppetry from John Tartaglia is like learning painting from 
Michelangelo,” said the St. John School of the Arts board of directors 
vice president. 

Michael Shawn Lewis, who has numerous cast credits to his name 
from touring productions of Les Miserables to Broadway’s Phantom of 



Christensen Fights Against Repeal of Health Care Reform
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Crossword Answers — Puzzle on Page 20

Keeping Track of Crime
2011-To-DATe

Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 0

2nd Degree Burglaries: 2

3rd Degree Burglaries: 1

Grand Larcenies: 2

Rapes: 0

Letters to st. John tradewinds
The Merchant’s Commercial Bank Robbed article in the Janu-

ary 17-23 issue of St. John Tradewinds did not include the fact 
that the bank hired a security guard the day after the robbery. 

Merchant’s Commercial Bank officials have had a security 
guard in place, in addition to keeping the bank’s door locked until 
clients present identification, since Wednesday, January 12.

Correction:

The Animal Care Center of St. John is switching 
gears and becoming a lean, mean, animal machine!  
We have reduced the size of our formerly elephantine 
board of directors to a manageable eight and have cre-
ated the new position of Shelter Administrator.  

This person will have key responsibilities for ACC 
business affairs, coordinating communications, vol-
unteers, website and events, among other things. We 
are developing committees called “packs” and invit-
ing the public to join them.  

These committees will do the heavy lifting and be 
task-specific so everybody can enjoy their contribu-
tion of energy and time without feeling that it never 
ends!

We want to thank all or our loyal employees and 

volunteers over the years, especially Connie Joseph, 
who has been the caretaker of our cats and dogs, and 
the glue that held things together, for the last five 
years. We wouldn’t be at this new level in our de-
velopment without her selfless dedication to the ani-
mals and to the ACC, and we are looking forward to 
her continued service to our wonderful cat family for 
years to come.

We also thank you, St. John, for your unending 
generosity and support.

sincerely,
B.J. harris,

President, 
ACC Board of directors

ACC Becoming Lean, Mean, Animal Machine

Dear Governor,
I am writing to you in regards to the lack of ad-

equate health insurance programs for Virgin Islands 
residents. My wife and I own and operate a small pho-
tography business in the Virgin Islands and have been 
doing so for the past 20 years. 

During that time we have enrolled in numerous 
health insurance programs only to have the policies 
canceled after several years because the insurance 
company no longer wishes to carry policies for Virgin 
Islands residents.

We currently have no health insurance. On Tues-
day last week we went for a complete medical check-
up on the recommendation from Peterson Insurance 
group only to find out on Friday that they are no lon-
ger accepting new policies in the Virgin Islands. This 
is very distressing to us because we virtually can not 
find a health insurance option living here in the Virgin 
Islands.

I am writing to you asking your help.

I’m not sure what President Obama’s health care 
plan has done. But it is not helping us one bit. And 
I’m not sure what our local government has done or if 
they are even aware of this dilemma. 

That is why I’m writing you asking you to look 
into the problem and see what can be done to attract 
an insurance company to the Virgin Islands that will 
remain here and be honest and offer good service to 
their customers.

The Virgin Islands has had a history of insurance 
companies closing their doors after major catastro-
phes such as Hurricane Hugo and Hurricane Marilyn. 
I think it is criminal that insurance companies can 
take the premiums for years and then when a claim 
is made close up their doors and leave the territory. 
That is criminal. What do my wife and I have to show 
for years of paying premiums to insurance companies 
that are no longer here in the territory … nothing!

sincerely
steve simonsen

No Health Insurance options for Virgin Islands Residents

St. John Tradewinds
Delegate to Congress Donna Christensen joined 

her colleagues last week to fight the repeal of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Christensen led a special order on Tuesday eve-
ning, January 18, hosted a press conference with 
the Tri-Caucus on Wednesday morning and gave a 
five minute speech on the floor on Wednesday eve-
ning pointing out that health care reform has begun 
to improve the health of Americans and that repeal 
is a step in the wrong direction. 

The Republican led House of Representatives 
was expected to pass their repeal bill, but the mea-
sure was expected to die in the U.S. Senate or be 
vetoed by President Obama.

Christensen told the body that health care reform 
has already begun to improve the health and well 
being of our nation’s most vulnerable residents. 

The new law has already begun to help Ameri-
cans whose health care needs exceed their budgets 
by expanding and bolstering Medicaid programs, 
Christensen added. 

Repealing health care reform will take away the 
significant gains that the historic law has already 
made, explained Christensen.

Christensen emphasized that repealing health 
care reform will mean that the health equity provi-
sions which include strengthened data collection, 
more equitable treatment of the Americans in the 
U.S. territories, increased support for community 
health workers and community health centers, 
greater accountability for and coordinated efforts 
to reduce health disparities across HHS and greater 
support for programs to strengthen and diversify 
the healthcare workforce will cease to exist and the 
promises of reform will disappear. 
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Governor Nominates Alicia 
Barnes as DPNR Commissioner 
and Victor Browne To Head LEPC

DeJongh Welcomes sandra Day o’Connor 
to second annual District Court Conference

St. John Tradewinds
On Monday, January 17, Governor John deJongh nominated Ali-

cia Barnes to be the next Commissioner of the Department of Plan-
ning and Natural Resources effective January 18.  

Upon confirmation by the 29th Legislature, Barnes would re-
place Robert S. Mathes who retired from government service on 
December 31.

Barnes comes to the position having served two years as DPNR 
Assistant Commissioner during the first term of the deJongh/Fran-
cis Administration. Most recently, she was Assistant Chief Execu-
tive Officer at the Economic Development Authority. 

“During her tenure as Asst. Commissioner, Alicia Barnes served 
as the department’s Chief Operating Officer and was responsible 
for the administrative oversight of all department functions includ-
ing federal delegated programs to ensure compliance with environ-
mental, planning and assessment of operational and administrative 
policies to foster effective management functions and the efficient 
delivery of services to the public,” deJongh said.

Barnes holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from 
the University of the Virgin Islands and a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Marine Science and Environmental Studies from Hampton 
University. 

Her professional career has evolved around government service 
having held positions including: Environmental Affairs and En-
ergy Resources Manager; Assistant Environmental Manager and 
Environmental Specialist at the V.I. Water and Power Authority; 
Director of the V.I Energy Office; Chief of Staff to then-Senator 
Norman Jn Baptiste; and as an instructor at the University of the 
Virgin Islands. 

Also on Monday, deJongh appointed Victor Browne to lead the 
Law Enforcement Planning Commission. Browne replaces Mere-
dith Nielsen. Browne has served four years as Fire Services Direc-
tor during which he has used his financial management background 
to support the mission of the V.I. Fire Services.

A certified public accountant, Browne holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Accounting and an Associates of Science degree in 
Management and Accounting. Browne came to the deJongh/Fran-
cis Administration in 2007 having had the position of Fiscal Officer 
for the St. Croix Foundation for Community Development. 

Browne has more than 25 years of credentials, having served as 
staff accountant for a financial management company, educator in 
the subject of mathematics for grades nine through eleven and as an 
assistant supervisor for a financial brokerage company.

Browne’s appointment took effect on Tuesday, January 18. St. 
Croix Fire Chief Steve Brow will serve as Acting Fire Services 
Director until a permanent director is named.

WHAT Do You 
THINk?

Send your letter to editor@tradewinds.vi
NexT DeADLINe:  

THuRSDAY, JANuARY 27TH

St. John Tradewinds
On Monday evening, January 

17, Governor John  deJongh wel-
comed Supreme Court Justice San-
dra Day O’Connor to the Virgin 
Islands describing her as a revered 
jurist, groundbreaking public ser-
vant and extraordinary woman. 

“I also want to extend a very 
warm welcome to Chief Judge 
Theodore McKee of the Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals; Professor 
Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean of the 
UC Irvine Law School; Professor 
David Sonenshein of Temple Uni-
versity Law School and all who 
are visiting the territory to attend 
the Second Annual District Court 
Conference,” said deJongh.

“For 25 years, Sandra Day 
O’Connor exerted a tremendous 
influence on the course of Ameri-
can progress as an Associate Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme 
Court,” said the governor. “After 
breaking the highest glass ceiling 
of the time, she embarked on a ca-
reer that shaped American law in 
a way few others — even her col-
leagues on the high court — ever 
have. She has witnessed, and pro-
foundly influenced, the progres-
sion of our nation’s history, and for 
those reasons, she is undeniably a 
national treasure.”

Justice O’Connor is rightfully 
celebrated as a staunch defender 
of judicial independence and as an 
advocate for a truly non-partisan 
judiciary, explained the governor.

She has spoken so eloquently, 
and with such insight and pas-
sion, on the importance of ensur-
ing that judges are selected on the 
sole basis of fairness and merit, he 
added.

“During her two and a half 
decades sitting on the Supreme 
Court, and in the many writings, 
speeches and other work she has 
offered since her official retire-
ment, Justice O’Connor has been 
a voice of wisdom and caution,” 
said deJongh. 

The governor noted that since 
the Virgin Islands joined the 
United States of America almost 
a century ago, the citizens of this 
territory have been blessed with 
the benefits of the American legal 
system and the freedoms it guar-
antees them. 

“That great system, one ex-
tended to us by an act of Congress, 
has allowed us as Virgin Islanders 
to continually develop our terri-
tory’s political and social institu-
tions and peacefully solve the dis-
putes that could have derailed our 
march toward greater freedom and 
prosperity,” said deJongh. “With 
great pride Virgin Islanders have 
watched their territory’s court 
system expand over the years, as-
suming greater jurisdiction and 
more autonomy. It was only a few 
years ago that the territory reached 
another milestone with the forma-
tion of the Virgin Islands Supreme 
Court.”  

The governor also said in his 
remarks during the Government 
House reception that this is the 
second major legal conference 
hosted on St. Thomas in a very 
short span of time. 

“A year ago, Virgin Islands 
Chief Justice Rhys Hodge played 
host to State Supreme Court Chief 
Justices from across the nation,” 
said deJongh. “This week, our 
island again extends warm greet-
ings to some of the greatest legal 
minds in this country. That we are 
not only participating, but hosting, 
these conferences tells me that the 
Virgin Islands has come into its 
own as a respected member of the 
national legal community.”

In these days, when absolutist 
ideologies are distracting us from 
the important work of solving our 
nation’s all too real economic, le-

gal and social challenges, deJongh 
said it is useful to take a moment 
to consider the judicial career of 
Justice O’Connor. 

“As a jurist, she recognized and 
was comfortable with nuance, and 
therefore never ignored the com-
plexity of the cases that were before 
her by taking cover with ideologi-
cal rhetoric,” said deJongh. “Her 
decisions were always grounded 
in an intricate understanding of 
the law, but were still informed 
by the real world implications and 
consequences they would have on 
society.”

In the many landmark opinions 
she has authored, and the many 
more for which she has cast decid-
ing votes, the people of this coun-
try were well-served by a Justice 
who understood their values, and 
who believed in practical solutions 
and fair remedies. 

“Justice O’Connor never was 
willing to be boxed in by strict 
and overly-simplistic rules,” said 
the governor. “She did not allow 
herself to be bound by ideological 
associations and political loyal-
ties. That independence endowed 
her vote — often the swing vote 
— with a moral authority that 
gave credence to the court’s prec-
edents.”

“She has left an indelible mark 
on the practice of law and admin-
istration of justice in this country, 
and we live in a more equitable 
and civil society as a direct result 
of these efforts,” said deJongh.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of Government House

V.I. First Lady Cecile deJongh, above at left, and 
Governor John deJongh, above at right, welcome Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor to the territory.



renovations to the Maho Bay beach pavil-
ion, according to Hardgrove.

maho improvements 
Funded

“Maho Bay pavilion was finally funded 
and I can’t wait,” he said. “The project in-
cludes new parking areas, new comfort 
stations, a new shade pavilion, new picnic 
tables and grills and the existing historic 
structure will be preserved and restored with 
the non-historic elements removed. And to 
the community thank you for your patience, 
I know this has been a long time coming.”

VINP continues to experience serious 
budget shortfalls and will be forced to do 
without three employees in 2011, according 
to Hardgrove.

“The most significant factor affecting a 
park’s ability to protect its resources and de-
liver visitor services is the funding a park 
receives from Congress,” said the superin-
tendent. “With our operating shortfalls we 

are only able to fund 56 of the 76 authorized 
positions with our existing budget and as 
each of you know operational costs rise sub-
stantially each year on our islands. We have 
lost three more staff again this year.”

maintenance Backlog 
hits $17 million

“In addition to staffing shortfalls, the park 
faces a maintenance backlog of $17 million 
just in front-country cultural resources and 
facilities at today’s costs,” Hardgrove said. 
“A full time project planner has been added 
to the staff to support the two to three mil-
lion additional project dollars and continue 
to build five year plans for each NPS fund-
ing source.”

Looking ahead, VINP continues to work 
with government officials on a Cruz Bay 
waterfront plan, Hardgrove explained.

“We continue to participate in numerous 
important planning projects working along 
with the Governor, Delegate Christensen 
and Senator Barshinger looking into is-

sues such as illegal immigration, waterfront 
planning, parking, transportation and other 
capital improvements,” he said. “Only with 
the necessary partnerships in the Virgin Is-
lands can we move forward together. Plan-
ning and public scoping through community 
involvement will allow us to move forward 
at a pace that governments can follow.”

Cruz Bay waterfront 
Planning underway

“The Cruz Bay waterfront planning com-
mittee started work this year and the NPS is 
proud to be included in the planning oppor-
tunities working along with the Port Author-
ity, USCG, U.S. Customs, DPNR, Housing 
Parks and Recreation, the Island Adminis-
trator and the community,” said the superin-
tendent. “Our goal is to allow the communi-
ty to speak to each issue so that alternatives 
can be developed, considered, and decided 
upon in an open forum and then task the re-
sponsible agencies with implementation and 
operational responsibilities.”

“A successful waterfront plan would ben-
efit the economy of St. John by improving 
the visitor’s experience and island resident’s 
life by planning for parking in Cruz Bay and 
off-site parking at the pond,” the park super-
intendent added.

The waterfront plan will also allow VINP 
to take a look at transportation issues as it 
continues to support a North Shore shuttle 
service, Hardgrove added.

“This plan will also allow us to evaluate 
and consider traffic flow, pedestrian safety, 
boating access, and establish maintenance 
dredging partnerships for a long term main-
tenance dredge program in Cruz Bay,” he 
said. “We continue to encourage a scheduled 
hourly shuttle, during our visitor season on 
North Shore. If successful these services 
would be provided by our St. John taxis.”

“We have high hopes and with the leader-
ship of Judith Wheately our Taxi Commis-
sioner and our local operators we can be 
successful,” said the superintendent.
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Saltwater Gypsy Consignment Shop
 GENTLY USED HOUSEHOLD ITEMS & MORE... 

Furniture, Kitchen Items, Art, Lamps, Snorkel Gear, ETC.

Find Us @ The Lumberyard
 Monday - Friday  10-5  & By Appt. after Hours

Currently Accepting Your Items for Resale.. 
This week, we especially need: ALL FURNITURE & Housewares

For  More Information Call Laurie   340-244-8888

amphitheater, Eddie Bruce will lead drumming and music 
sessions at the campground once a week starting in Febru-
ary, which Friends is supporting.

The group will also focus on improving the local lionfish 
response, conduct an assessment of the VINP and rate the 
trails for difficulty, Kessler explained.

“We are grateful to our contributors and donor base and 
thank our board for its leadership and guidance as well as our 
effective staff which makes the VINP a model of resource 
protection and cultural preservation,” said the Friends presi-
dent. 

Volunteerism is the core value of Friends and 2010 saw 
2,000 individuals giving their time to the group, according 
to Kessler.

“With so many volunteers it is difficult to decide who to 
single out, but this year we honor Martha Hills as volunteer 
of the year,” he said.

Hills has worked in Friends of the Park store since it 
opened three years ago and was honored with a plaque nam-
ing her the 2010 Friends of VINP Volunteer of the Year.

“I love St. John and the fact that I can contribute to the 
park makes me really happy,” said Hills.

Kessler also acknowledged volunteer coordinator Jeff 
Chabot for his continued work improving trails and clearing 
ruins throughout the VINP. 

“Jeff Chabot continues to be our volunteer extraordi-
naire,” said Kessler. “He puts in an amazing amount of work 
to make this park what it is.”

Superintendent Mark Hardgrove announced that long-
time VINP Visitors’ Center Volunteer Jane Bowry was hon-
ored as 2010’s VINP Volunteer of the Year.

“I have the easiest job on Earth — telling people about St. 
John,” said Bowry. “It’s a lovely place with lovely people.”

The 2010 Partnership Award, given to a VINP employee 
who best exemplifies the Friends and park relationship, was 

bestowed on Jessica Hornbeck who led the Ranger in Train-
ing last summer.

“Jessica has since left the park, but that doesn’t diminish 
the contributions she made while she was here,” said Kes-
sler.

While Friends continues to do all it can to support VINP, 
the park still faces serious threats, Kessler told the group.

“There is chronic underfunding by the federal govern-
ment,” he said. “You can help by contacting your elected 
representatives and urging them to increase support to Na-
tional Parks.”

Speaking before Kessler took the podium, Friends of 
VINP’s board of directors president Fraser Drummand an-
nounced that two long-serving members of the board re-
signed in 2010, Harry Daniel and Glenn Spear. Those open-
ings were filled by Julius E. Sprauve School vice principasl 
Brenda Dalmida and former Department of Licensing and 
Consumer Affairs Commissioner Andy Rutnik.

Virgin Islands National Park Completed Major Projects in 2010

Kessler Marks Decade of Leading Friends of V.I. National Park
Continued from Page 5
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Police Log

Friday, January 14
11:55 a.m. - A citizen p/r that 

she deposited money into her 
bank account and the money 
was never credited. Embezzle-
ment by clerk.

7:48 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident c/r that a male was 
throwing rocks on his wall. Dis-
turbance of the peace.

9:20 p.m. - A citizen p/r that 
someone removed one pair of 
foam rubber from his dinghy. 
Grand larceny.

saturday, January 15
9:55 a.m. - A citizen p/r that 

she lost her resident card. Lost 
document.

10:57 a.m. - A citizen p/r that 
she was assaulted by her mother. 
Simple assault.

6:45 p.m. - A citizen p/r that a 
male pulled a knife on him. Dis-
turbance of the peace.

sunday, January 16
12:14 p.m. - V.I. Fire Depart-

ment r/ a structural fire in the 
area of Calabash Boom. Struc-
tural fire.

1:40 p.m. - An Estate Choco-

late Hole resident r/ a distur-
bance in the area of the Lumber-
yard. Disturbance of the peace.

2:00 p.m. - An Estate Grun-
wald resident r/ a disturbance. 
Disturbance of the peace.

11:27 p.m. - A citizen c/r 
shots fired in John’s Folly. Ille-
gal discharged of firearm.

monday, January 17
12:09 a.m. - An Estate 

Enighed resident c/r a distur-
bance with her boyfriend. Dis-
turbance of the peace, D.V.

9:07 a.m. - An Estate Con-
tant resident r/ a grand larceny 
aboard the barge. Grand lar-
ceny.

4:15 p.m. - An Estate Grun-
wald resident c/r that she has a 
problem with her tenant. Land-
lord/tenant dispute.

tuesday, January 18
7:05 a.m. - An Estate Enighed 

resident c/r a disturbance of 
the peace. Disturbance of the 
peace.

2:12 p.m. - A citizen r/ dam-
age to a vehicle in Cruz Bay. 
Damage to a vehicle.

6:25 p.m. - An Estate Contant 
resident r/ an accidental injury. 
Accidental injury.

wednesday, January 19
9:07 a.m. - An Estate Choco-

late Hole resident c/r a burglary. 
Burglary in the third.

3:05 p.m. - A citizen p/r a 
simple assault. Simple assault.

11:44 p.m. - An Estate 
Glucksberg resident r/ a second 
degree burglary. Burglary in the 
second.

thursday, January 20 
1:25 a.m. - A visitor from 

Florida p/r that his wallet was 
taken in Cruz Bay. Police assis-
tance.

2:36 a.m. - Badge #742 p/ at 
Leander Jurgen Command with 
one Darrel Ward of Cruz Bay 
under arrest and charged with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to distribute. 
Bail was set at $10,000 by order 
of the court. He was detained at 
Leander Jurgen Command and 
later transported to the Bureau 
of Corrections on St. Thomas to 
be remanded.

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers is asking the 

community’s help to solve the 
following crimes throughout 
the territory.  Even the smallest 
bit of information may be just 
what law enforcement needs to 
identify and arrest the criminals 
involved. 

st. John
On Tuesday, January 11, 

at 2:02 p.m., police were dis-
patched to Merchants Com-
mercial Bank on St. John in 
response to a bank robbery. 
Sources stated that around 2 
p.m., two armed men stormed 
into the bank, robbed it of an 
undisclosed sum of money, and 
escaped in a GMC Jimmy. The 
minimum cash reward for the 
arrest of a bank robber is $900 
plus 10 percent of any cash re-
coverd. The maximum cash re-

ward is $2,500.
st. thomas

On Thursday, January 13, at 
10 a.m., police were dispatched 
to the Smith Bay area in re-
sponse to a report of shots being 
fired. Shortly afterwards, infor-
mation came in that there was a 
gunshot victim at the hospital.  
The victim, Rashailey Jah, died 
of multiple gunshot wounds. 
Sources stated they saw a slim-
built male running from the 
scene of the shooting. The mini-
mum cash reward for the arrest 
of a homicide suspect is $1,500.

st. Croix
Over the past several weeks, 

there have been a number of 
burglaries in Estates Barren 
Spot and Strawberry. These bur-
glaries have occurred mostly 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m., with 
perpetrators taking electronic 

items, jewelry, etc. Help the 
V.I. Police Department identify 
burglars by reporting any sus-
picious activities, license plate 
numbers of unfamiliar vehicles 
and descriptions of strangers 
lurking in the area. The mini-
mum cash reward for the arrest 
of a burglar is $714. 

Submit information on these 
or any other crimes at www.
CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by 
calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 

Tips are completely anony-
mous, and the stateside opera-
tors are multi-lingual. If a tip 
leads to an arrest or the recovery 
of stolen property, illegal drugs, 
or weapons, tipsters receive a 
cash reward to be paid accord-
ing to their instructions. Only 
anonymous callers to Crime 
Stoppers are eligible for these 
cash rewards.  

C R I M E  s t o P P P E R s  U . s . V . I .
organization seeks Information on Recent Crimes

The 25th Annual Gifft Hill School Auction will be Saturday, 
March 12, at the Westin Resort and Villas. For more information 
call the GHS development office at 340-776-1730 or email ghsde-
velopment@mac.com.

25th annual gHs auction March 12

VA outreach health services at mKsChC

St. John Tradewinds
 Gifft Hill School is pleased to announce the second annual 

“Seeds for Success” matching program.
Generous donors have agreed to match any donations made 

to GHS by January 31, 2011 based on the following structure: 
Grandparent donations:  5 to 1 match; and Student and Alumni 
donations:  9 to 1 match.

Faculty and Parent donations are based on participation as fol-
lows:

50-59% participation= 5 to 1 match
60-69% participation= 6 to 1 match
70-79% participation= 7 to 1 match
80-89% participation= 8 to 1 match
90-99% participation= 9 to 1 match
100% participation= 9 to 1 match
Community donations are matched 2 to 1 provided they are 

new or increased by 10 percent over last year’s Annual Fund 
gift.

Donations can be mailed to the school at P.O. Box 1657, St. 
John VI  00831 or made via the website: www.giffthillschool.org. 
Donations must be received or post-marked by 1/31/11 in order to 
qualify for the matching funds, but all donations received in 2011 
will be eligible for 2011 tax credit. Contact the Development Of-
fice with any questions at 776-1730.

gHs second annual “seeds for 
success” Matching Program Deadline 

scheduled for January 31, 2011

resources, if these resources aren’t 
being used you can’t retain them,” 
said Mims.

“It’s a numbers game when you 
are dealing with the federal gov-
ernment,” said Francis. “It wasn’t 
easy to convince Washington that 
we needed this here, so we have to 
use it to prove that. It’s very rare to 
have these services on St. Thomas, 
St. Croix and St. John.”

St. John American Legion mem-
bers, who have been working to 
get VA health services on St. John 
since the group was reactivated in 
2006, celebrated the new partner-
ship.

“Really every commander 
we’ve had since we reactivated 
has worked on this,” said Ameri-
can Legion Post #131 Past Com-
mander Jerry Runyon. “This is 
really great and everyone worked 
hard on this. Now we have to use 
these services.”

While celebrating the new ser-
vices, VA Caribbean Healthcare 
System officials still have much 
work to do on behalf of veterans, 
explained Mims.

“We know and recognize that 
our work is not done and we have 
a lot of work to do,” said Mims. 
“You have my pledge that I will 
continue to fight for resources that 
are needed in the VA Caribbean 
Healthcare System.”

VA Caribbean Healthcare Ser-
vices are available to veterans 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
by appointment. Call MKSCHC 
at 693-8900 to make an appoint-
ment.

In order to use the services, 
veterans must be enrolled in the 
VA Caribbean Healthcare Sys-
tem, which can be done online at 
www4.va.gov/healtheligibility, by 
calling 1-800-449-8729 ex. 31158 
or at St. John Administrator’s of-
fice at the Cruz Bay Battery.

Continued from Page 6
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suNsEt ridGE
VillAs 

April 30 to May 14 
(timeshare weeks 18 & 19), 

Sat - Sat Sleeps 6. Two 
separate buildings with 

private courtyard and plunge 
pool. Large common pool 
overlooking Cruz Bay and 
St. Thomas. Rent $3,000 

or buy for $12,000.
Call 717-203-3716 or 

pete@worksiteplus.com

St. John Magazine: No Worries Painting. 
Professional service. 

Interior, exterior, roofs and 
cisterns. Home/villa main-

tenance and repair. Call 
Jon Moore 340-626-6083.

st. JohN BusiNEss 
owNErs Affordable 

Reliable Internet. 
1Mb service $70/mo.
info@dishanddat.com

340 779 4001

rEliABlE moBilE 
Auto rEPAir: 

Professional and experi-
enced. Brakes, CV Joints, 

Suspensions, Shocks, 
Alternators, Timing Belts, 
General Engine, Repair, 

Foreign & Domestic. 
All Work Guaranteed. 

Call 227-9574

Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, islandgetaway-
sinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

suite st. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

ViVA Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI 00831

Architecture
Crane, robert - Architect, AiA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Barefoot Architect, inc.
tel. 693-7665 fax 693-8411
P.O. Box 1772, STJ, VI  00831

Banking
scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552 

Beauty/Spa
westin resorts & Villas
Spa Services
tel. 693-8000, ext. 1903/1904

Construction
st. John hardware
tel. 693-8780 fax 776-6685
Located at The Marketplace

Insurance
theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
r&i PAttoN goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

ProPErtyKiNG
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Property Mgmt
Cimmaron Property 
management
tel. 340-715-2666
St. John’s Premier Property 
Manager 

seaview Vacation homes, inc.
tel. 340-776-6805; 1-888-625-
2963
www.seaviewhomes.com

Real Estate
American Paradise real Estate 
tel. 693-8352 fax 693-8818
P.O. Box 8313, STJ, VI  00831
info@americanparadise.com

Cruz Bay realty
tel. 693-8808 fax 693-9812
P.O. Box 66, STJ, VI 00831
info@cruzbayrealty.com

debbie hayes, Gri
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

John Foster real Estate
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

holiday homes of st. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

John mcCann & Associates
tel. 693-3399 fax 888-546-1115
Located at Wharfside Landing
www.RealEstateOnStJohn.com

Restaurants
Concordia Cafe, 693-5855
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm 
Dinner 6-8:30pm Tues-Sat

Fish trap restaurant
and seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

skinny legs “A Pretty 
OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

sun dog Cafe
tel. 693-8340
Located at Mongoose Junction

Retail
saltwater Gypsy Consignment
(340) 244-8888
Located in The Lumberyard

st. Johnimals, island Pet 
Outfitter
340-777-9588
Located at Wharfside Village

Services
C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

st. John Tradewinds

business directory

Baha’i Community of st. John
For Devotions and Study Circles,call 714-1641

7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 
776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany moravian Church 
11 a.m., Sunday School 776-6291

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Christian science society 
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace 

Wednesday Testimonials 
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month

the Church of Jesus Christ 
of latter-day saints 

 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-0530

missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 

776-6731 

our lady of mount Carmel
Sat. 6 p.m., Sun. 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., Spanish Mass 

5:30 p.m.; Monday and Tuesday, 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. 776-6339

st. John methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

seventh day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

st. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230

st. ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday 9 a.m.; Bible Class, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.

777-6306

unitarian universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

word of Faith Church
Word of Faith International 

Christian Center, Sundays 7:30 a.m. 
Gifft Hill SchoolCall 774-8617

Church Directory

Offices near 
Mongoose Junction, 
starting at $370/mo.

Bright, secure building
AC, Ample parking

693-7040

Com/Office/Storage

storAGE:
sECurEd loCKErs

 Sizes to 10’ x 12’
Autos, Boats, Trailers. 

Call For Rates: 779-4445 
www.properyachts.com

Services

responsible Caretaker 
Available For your Estate 

Reliable, Princeton-educated 
MBA professional available to 

take care of your property while 
living on premises.  Real estate 

experience with local references.
(340) 714-7076.

Commercial spaces available at raintree Court, 
large or small retail or office spaces. 

Call Albert at 693-8590

Timeshare

lANd For sAlE By owNEr!
This is an offering that won’t be matched for St. John property. 

Fabulous, 0.393 breezy acre with a beautiful view of Coral 
Bay harbor is definitely a great site to build your dream home. 

Call today for price on this amazing value (340)-626-2192.

Land for sale by owner! This is an offering that won’t be matched for St. John property. 

Fabulous, 0.393 breezy acre with a beautiful view of Coral Bay harbor is definitely a great site to 

build your dream home. Call today for price on this amazing value (340)-626-2192.

Land For Sale By OwnerServices ServicesServices
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Cruz Bay Watersports 776-6857

hot! hot! hot!
Full time, part time, lots of benefits, free scuba,

 snorkeling, sailing trips to the BVI, etc. Growing 
watersports company has immediate openings:

 • Beach Attendants at Westin Resort
 • Retail Store Staff
 • PADI Instructors

Employment

suzuKi islANd 
CAr For sAlE: 
Partially Renovated 

$1500 OBO 
Richard 340-642-5358

Commerical Space Available

CommerCial SpaCe available

at The lumberyard

UnUsUal 
OppOrtUnity
f i r s t  f l o o r  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e

Downtown Cruz bay
Where St. John Does business

For space Call nick 
340-771-3737

Environmental Communications Job 
– $20/hr – flexible 20 hours a week for 4 to 5 months

   
 Preferably with Publisher 2007 skills to make posters & write bro-
chures; and quick ability to learn new software. Will be responsible 
for writing up and publicizing the NOAA Watershed stabilization 
project in Coral Bay, including interpretative signage, maps and bro-
chures.

Job location: Coral Bay
 Please see detailed job description for application instructions at 
www.coralbaycommunitycouncil.org  

CBCC is an Equal opportunity employer and Drug Free Workplace

  

Employment

sCENiC ProPErtiEs 
340-693-7777

 Cruz Bay: 
One bedroom, one bath • 
w/d, $1000.00
One bedroom, one bath • 
w/d, $1700.00
Two bedroom, three • 
bath, w/d, pool 
$2300.00

 Coral Bay: 
One bedroom, one • 
bath, $1200.00

For Rent

FouNd: 42-foot ketch in Coral Bay Harbor at 18.20.84 

North and 64.42.68 West. Registration # 1562-TB. Hull 

I.D. 7292101. Call Richard Conners 340-244-6649

EVErythiNG 
you NEEd

oN EVEry lEVEl

GrEAt PlACE 
to shoP, diNE 

ANd worK

ComE JoiN us
wE hAVE

sPACEs AVAilABlE
rEtAil or oFFiCE 

340-776-6455

Fish BAy 
loNG tErm 

AVAilABlE FEB 1:
Furnished 3/2 native stone 

home w/covered decks,
View w/privacy on 1.22 
ac. 3k/mo 970-382-6683 
Power_on@earthlink.net

Cruz Bay-Nice, furnished 
house, great view, 2 

Bedrooms A/C, 2 Bath, 
W&D. Pets considered. 

March 1. $1950/mo. Year 
lease. (340) 690-4532

For Sale

Used on one house 
and stored, good 
condition, over one 
hundred panels, 
scaffold brackets 
included. Call for 
pricing and leave 
message. (340) 
693-8991 or (508) 
509-4002 

symoNs rEsi-Ply FormiNG PANEls For sAlE

Vehicle For Sale

Employment

  
VIRGIN ISLANDS WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority (VIWMA) is soliciting proposals for:

RFP-WMA-003-T-2011 Transport  and Unloading  of  Solid  Waste  Compactor  Trailers  from the  St. 
John Transfer Station, Virgin Islands 

RFP-WMA-004-T-2011 Management and Transportation of Solid Waste on St. John, VI in and from 
Roll-On/Roll-Off  Bin  Sites  and  St.  John  Transfer  Station  to  the  Bovoni 
Landfill on St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Documents pertaining to this Request for Proposal (RFP) may be obtained from the VIWMA’s Division of 
Procurement and Property, St. Thomas-St. John District Office at 9500 Wheatley Center II, Suite 2 or from 
the St. Croix District Officer at #1 La Grande Princesse, Suite BL1, Christiansted between the hours of 
8:00am and 4:30pm, Monday through Friday, or by contacting the Director, Mrs. Cecile Lynch, directly via 
phone or email. 

PROPOSAL DUE DATE and TIME:   Thursday, February 3, 2011 at 2:00pm Atlantic Standard Time

PROPOSAL DUE PLACE:                Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority
                   9500 Wheatley Center II, Suite 2, St. Thomas, VI 00802            

  P. O. Box 303669, St. Thomas, VI 00803
  #1 La Grande Princesse, Suite BL 1, Christiansted, VI 00820
  P. O. Box 1689, Kingshill, VI 00851–1689
  (Six  (6) Sealed Proposal Packages Marked Proposal for RFP 
  No. RFP-WMA-003-T-11 OR RFP-WMA-004-T-11, DO NOT OPEN)
NOTE: The proposal number must be placed on the outside of all 
Bid Packages. Proposals may not be withdrawn for a period of 
ninety (90) days from the date of the submission deadline.

DIRECT INQUIRIES:               Mrs. Cecile Phillip-Lynch 
                   Director, Procurement and Property Division
                    Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority
                    #1 La Grande Princesse, Suite BL1, Christiansted, VI 00820 OR

  Email: clynch@viwma.org    Phone: 340–718–4489

All questions pertaining to the submission of proposals, scope of services and the award process should 
be directed in writing either in hard copy or by email to Mrs. Cecile Phillip-Lynch, Director of Procurement 
and Property, at clynch@viwma.org. 

The  Virgin  Islands  Waste  Management  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  waive  any  non-substantive 
informalities,  technicalities,  or  irregularities;  or  reject  any  or  all  qualifications  and  proposals;  or  to 
re-advertise for proposals, and to award or refrain from awarding the contract for the work. The Virgin 
Islands Waste Management Authority also reserved the right to accept or reject any Proposal or any item 
listed therein. VIWMA further reserves the right to waive any informality in Proposals received.

May Adams Cornwall
Executive Director

maintenance Person
Needed-ViVA Villas, inc.

   
Job tasks: 
- Maintain properties with emphasis on preventative maintenance 
work
- Regular villa maintenance for guest readiness
- Respond to guest emergencies
- Deliver villa supplies as needed
 
Musts: St. John resident with 4wd vehicle, cell phone w/voice mail, 
can work weekends/flexible with hours.  Solid references.
 
Please fax resume to VIVA! Villas, Inc. at (703) 940-4571 or apply 
in person– 3rd floor, Boulon Center.

Notice

Com/Office/Storage
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Alcholics Anonymous meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45 

a.m. at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meetings for alcohol-
ics only at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cruz Bay at 6 p.m 
on Tuesdays; Open meetings on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m. at Nazareth Lutheran Church; Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral 
Bay. 

nArcotics Anonymous meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

Al-Anon meetings
Al-Anon meets on St. John every Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the 

picnic table at the VINP ball field, and every Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. at St. Ursula’s Multi-purpose center. 

AlAteen meetings
Alateen will meet on Mondays at St. Ursula’s Church from 

6 to 7 p.m. and is open to anyone interested in attending. 

 

tuesday, January 25
The January meeting of the 

St. John Chapter of the St. 
Thomas/St. John Chamber of 
Commerce will be at Ocean 
Grill Upstairs from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. The group plans to 
review 2010 accomplishments 
and plan an agenda for 2011.

wednesday, January 26
St. John Animal Care Cen-

ter’s annual meeting will be at 
6:30 p.m. at the GHS’s lower 
campus greatroom.

monday, February 7
St. John School of the 

Arts will kick off the sale of 
“Broadway” raffle tickets 
from 4 to 6 p.m. in front of 
Starfish Gourmet Market at 
The Marketplace. Tickets sold 
are on a first come first serve 
basis. 

Meet the five Broadway pro-
fessionals who will teach island 
fourth graders singing, danc-
ing, puppetry and choreogra-
phy to produce a show entitled 
“Dream, Wish, Believe,” dur-
ing a meeet and greet in front 
of Starfish Gourmet at 5 p.m.

monday, February 14
Love City’s own Barefoot 

Minister Anne Marine Porter is 
hosting a free marriage vow re-
newal ceremony at Trunk Bay 
Beach at 5 p.m.

Friday, February 18
Five Broadway profession-

als along with island fourth 
graders will put on two shows 
at the Westin Resort ballroom. 
The first show, at 6 p.m., will 
be for St. John “Angels,” fol-
lowed by a reception and then 
a gourmet dinner at an island 
restaurant. The 8 p.m. show is 
open to all with no set charge, 
but a request for a donation.  

saturday, February 19
St. John Relay for Life will 

be at Winston Wells ball field.
saturday, march 5

The V.I. Audubon Society 
will host its annual plant sale in 
Cruz Bay’s Frank Powell Park.

saturday, march 12
The 25th Annual Gifft Hill 

School Auction will be at the 
Westin Resort and Villas.

march 18-19
The 9th annual Johnnie 

Walker Blues Festival will 
feature two nights of celebrity 
concerts in the Coral Bay ball 
field starting at 8 p.m.

St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

INNer LANeS

ACRoSS
 1 Examine by touching, as 

for medical diagnosis
 8 Florida resort port
 13 Assemble again
 20 New York Indians
 21 Like a vine-covered 

wall
 22 Top celeb
 23 What an ivory tickler’s 

hands are on
 25 Kind of onion
 26 — Reader 
(bimonthly digest)
 27 Blokes
 28 Jolly Roger
 30 Bamboo-eating cutie
 34 Domination, in slang
 35 Hi- —
 36 Gene-splicing need
 37 Army meal buddy
 43 Siren-sounding vehicle
 50 Politico Ross
 51 Shows at the Met
 52 Actor Mickey
 53 “Dallas” wife
 54 Flax fabric
 55 FedEx or fax
 56 World Cup bouncer
 59 Cookout pest
 60 Query
 62 In the past
 64 Actor Ethan
 65 With 40-Down, highway 

snooze site
 67 Orca
 71 Talks to a beat
 75 Port near Nazareth
 77 Connection

 78 “For” vote
 80 Prohibition
 81 Chaplin movie, e.g.
 86 Cato’s 559
 88 — Magli (shoe brand)
 90 Inflammation of the ear
 91 Stella — (lager brand)
 93 Liquor lover
 94 —’s razor (“keep it 

simple” maxim)
 95 Cryptogram alternative
 98 Synonym books
 100 Scale notes
 101 Charged bit
 102 Rouse
 104 Pet that looks like it’s 

wearing a mask
 110 Often-twisted treat
 115 Author Rand
 116 City in Colombia
 117 Breakwater embank-

ment
 118 Descriptive of 10 

answers in this puzzle
 123 Vienna-born photogra-

pher Model
 124 “— you!” (cry of chal-

lenge)
 125 Longing person
 126 Marital state
 127 Campfire residue
 128 Professions

DoWN
 1 High fly ball
 2 Baker of soul
 3 “Blue” singer Rimes
 4 Longed
 5 Kerfuffle
 6 “And we’ll — a cup o’ 

kindness yet ...”: Burns
 7 WNW opposite

 8 Italian river
 9 Bard of —
 10 Hamm with a 

56-Across
 11 Suspects’ humiliating 
escorts
 12 Include as a bonus
 13 Devastating damage 

doer
 14 High classes
 15 — one’s time
 16 Flyboys’ org.
 17 “— never fly”
 18 Twin of Luke Skywalker
 19 Lag behind
 24 Sumac from Peru
 29 “— Lama Ding Dong”
 31 Secret things
 32 They sting
 33 Psychic “gift”
 34 — about (close to)
 36 Hard laborer
 38 Kindle
 39 Person in the club
 40 See 65-Across
 41 Parkway fee
 42 And the like: Abbr.
 43 Arctic
 44 Offer views
 45 Pre-Easter times
 46 State of rage
 47 “Right you —!”
 48 Concerning 
musical pitch
 49 Corp. kingpin
 53 Fly-catching bird
 55 Light boat
 57 Third of a dance move
 58 Flower part made up of 

sepals
 61 Comedy bits
 63 Meal crumb

 66 Letters before iotas
 68 Chou En- —
 69 Surviving wives
 70 Sun: Prefix
 72 Activity-filled
 73 Comic strip segment
 74 Sleep loudly
 76 Life principle
 79 Teem (with)
 81 Flue buildup
 82 Have a yen
 83 Pet pests
 84 China’s — -tzu
 85 Famous Amos rival
 87 Loc. of 75-Across
 89 Peri’s role on “Frasier”
 92 Bygone ruler
 93 Fraternal lodge org.
 95 Some Louisianans
 96 Jeopardy
 97 Ten, in Dijon
 99 Letter-shaped fasteners
 103 Leg bone
 104 Small kids
 105 A, in Spain
 106 Earthy hue, to a Brit
 107 “Alfie” star Michael
 108 Adjust
 109 Theater rows
 110 Norwegian capital
 111 Bridle part
 112 Soothe
 113 Actor Wilson
 114 Oscar winner 
Blanchett
 115 Four roods
 119 Jacuzzi sigh
 120 TriBeCa site
 121 Narcs’ agcy.
 122 Do battle

PreMIer Crossword
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St. John tradewindS SubScriptionS
Call 340-776-6496 We aCCept VISa or MaSterCard

Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

Office:  340  714  5808
Cell:  340  642  5995
www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com 
DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com

ISLA VISTA
Exceptional 5 bedrm, 
4.5 bath Gated Villa 
atop Caneel Hill. Seller is 
Licensed Real Estate Broker.

VILLALLURE
Impressive 5 bedrm, 
7 bath European Style 
Villa in Coral Bay 

Contact DEBBIE HAYES, GRI, Your Licensed U.S. Virgin Islands Real Estate Broker 

DebbieHayes-TW 11.15.2010.indd   1 11/2/10   6:59:46 PM

 (340) 774-3939 fax                         www.usvi-realestate.com                         tel (340) 774-3939

Located at Caneel Hill

Excellent business opportunity. Well established res-
taurant and mini- golf course. Breath taking views of Pills-
bury sound and St Thomas from dining terrace, no better 
place to enjoy a good meal and view the sunset. Zoned 
B-2 which allows a multitude of commercial uses; ie retail, 
hotel,condos,apts., plenty of room for any of these uses 
on this 1.11 acre parcel.Adjacent 1 acre B-2 parcel avail-
able. Just Reduced to $3,900,000

Spectacular view location for variety of B-2 uses. 
Hotel, condo, retail, offices, or a combination of all suits 
this one of a kind lot. Owner has plans for condo/hotel 
development, with feasibility study and preliminary plans. 
Zoning allows for 80 persons per acre, for a multi-story de-
velopment. Panoramic views of Pillsbury Sound and West 
to St. Thomas, and south to St Croix. Minutes from Cruz 
Bay. Just Reduced to $2,800,000

Waterfront lot located on Chocolate Hole Pond. Easily accessible lot with gentle slope to waters edge, easy build.. 
Located a stones throw away from the planned prestigious high end Pond Bay Club Development. This quiet residential 
neighborhood has great breezes and deeded access to Chocolate Hole beach. $475,000

Mostly Flat 1/2 acre + lot, part of Guavaberry Farms Sub-division. Overlooks fresh water pond, off main road for 
easy access. Good breezes and quiet neighborhood with covenants and restrictions. Last lot in 7 parcel sub-division. 
$185,000

Spectacular view from this 1/2 acre + Fortsberg lot(s). Moderate grade, with sweeping views of East End,Tortola, and 
Coral Bay. Easy access off main sub-division road. Priced to sell at $350,000. Adjacent 1/2 acre lot also available for 
joining parcels together to make a very private 1 acre + lot for Just $700,000.

PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW OFFICES LOCATED AT 6B CANEEL HILL 
ADJACENT TO ASOLARE RESTUARANT, THE GATEWAY TO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK, 

OR CONTACT ANDY RUTNIK AT 340-774-3939 or EMAIL:ANDREWRUTNIK@GMAIL.COM

Two IncredIble Three-acre hIllsIde loTs
– Adjacent to National Park lands (and short walk to the beach) with 
spectacular views of Francis Bay and west (sunsets). Gentle grade, and 
easy build. These lots are ideal/unique for one seeking a private estate/
compound within the National Park, desiring lots of land /gardens/privacy 
with convenient beach access.

– Inquire about February 24th bid deadline and March 10th Auction (and 
Rules) as this lot will be sold to highest qualified Bid!

*(Nearly 3 acre Beachfront access lot available separately for $3.8 million.)

*➞

➞

call Today

340-774-3939

St. John TRADEWINDS Newspaper 

Send Check Payable to Tradewinds Publishing, P.O. Box 1500, St. John, VI 00831

 1 yEAR SubScRIpTIoN $70.00 uSD

 Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

             __________________________________________________________
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Sold on 
St. John!

800-569-2417 • 340-693-8808 • www.cruzbayrealty.com

Gretchen Labrenz Margie Labrenz Susanne Kirk Tammy Pollock

Founded in 1985

CBR HOME LISTINGS
LIZARD HILL – Exclusive North Shore property, overlook-

ing Cinnamon Bay, one of the only privately owned homes 
bounded on all sides by Ntnl. Park. Extraordinary landscap-
ing enhances magical views from 2 bd/2 bath main house 
w/separate luxurious master bdrm wing & private pool. The 
charming cottage is ideal for a caretaker. $3,100,000.
EXCITING NEWS OF ST. JOHN... Blue Tang is for Sale! 

– Delightful 2 bdrm, 2 bath pool villa nestled high on the 
hillside in the prime neighborhd of Great Cruz Bay. Privacy, 
vibrant sunset views, gourmet kitchen, 60' covered veranda 
& sunny pool. Catered To’s top rental villa. $1,295,000.
GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY – Apt. building 

w/adjacent parcels in Cruz Bay, newly renovated & well  
maintained. Only $490,000.
WATERFRONT with DOCK – Masonry 3 bed/2bath 

home on lg. flat lot, with direct access to Fish Bay at your 
doorstep. Now only $920,000.
AURORA – Luxurious 4 bd/4bath masonry villa on 

Contant Pt. Enjoy 180° views from Great Cruz Bay to 
St. Thomas, great privacy, pool, multiple outdoor areas, 
excellent vacation rental history. $1,995,000.
VILLA ROMANCE – New, luxury villa built to highest 

quality. This well-designed villa provides privacy, comfort 
& exquisite detail. Gated entry leads to heart of villa, 
overlooking the 30’ pool, w/a tropical courtyard setting. Tile 
roof, coral flooring, fountains, arches, columns, covered 
galleries, & gazebo. This is a MUST SEE!  $2,150,000.
GREAT EXPECTATIONS is the ultimate St. John 7 bed-

room, 7.5 bath compound comprised of a main house, 
guest house, 2 swimming pools, 2 hot tubs & a private 
regulation doubles tennis court! This popular turn-key villa 
has very impressive rental income!  $2999,500.
CHEZ SHELL – Charming 3 bd/3 bath, w/ gorgeous sun-

set views & prime Great Cruz Bay location. This beautifully 
decorated & maintained rental villa has marble floors, A/C, 
custom cabinetry, inviting spa & excellent floor plan. $999K. 
CALYPSO del SOL – Very successful rental villa w/

excellent views of Chocolate Hole & St. James islands.  
Newer masonry home w/ 3 equal bdrm suites, lg. screened 
porch, A/C, beautiful pool & hot tub. $1,950,000.
PERELANDRA – Excellent 2 bd/2 bath rental villa high 

above Cruz Bay. Stunning water views, privacy, lovely pool 
set in lush gardens. A good buy at. $1,050,000.
BORDEAUX MT. – REDUCED! – Well built home on 

Bordeaux Mt. with 3bd/2baths, large covered porch & 
south shore views. Bay rum trees abound on this lush, 
gentle sloping site with ample room to expand.  $525,000. 
SEASCAPE – Fabulous location on Bovocoap Point!  

Spacious 2 bd main house w/lap pool & spa, plus a sepa-
rate caretaker’s cottage.  Panoramic sunset views, privacy 
& successful vacation rental.  $1,200,000.
CHOCOLATE HOLE – Unique ruins of 1700’s Great House, 

with a 1960’s home on a beautiful 1.42 acre lot. $799,000. 

CHRISTY ANN – New rental villa in upscale neighbor-
hood. Masonry construction w/low maintenance features. 
3 bd/2 baths, large covered veranda, spa, 20' vaulted ceil-
ing in greatroom, ample room for expansion. $1,595,000.
REEF BAY VIEW – Absolutely stunning, unobstructed, 

views of National Park land, w/secluded white sand 
beach below. Attractive 4 bd/3 bath,w/pool, spa and 
vacation rental history. Reduced to $1,395,000.
A BEST BUY! – Well built, poured concrete cottage w/ 

lovely covered wraparound porch in Est. Carolina. Tile 
floors, louvered windows w/complete hurricane shutters, 
flat lot for gardening & concrete slab in place for future 
garage & expansion. Only $349,000.
STONE HOUSE – Unique native stone 3 bd/3 bath villa 

w/covered rotunda, freeform pool, and spectacular Coral 
Bay views. $1,620,000. With adjacent parcel $1,890,000.
BOATMAN POINT – Masonry 4 bd. home on spectacular 

1 ac. waterfront site with amazing views & outstanding 
neighborhood. $2,795,000.
WINDSONG – Stately Boatman Pt. villa, w/separate 

cottage, situated on a 1ac parcel w/panoramic views. 6 
bdrms., 7 baths, huge pool, fully furnished. $3,495,000

CBR BUSINESS LISTINGS
FABRIC MILL – Very successful clothing business, es-

tablished in 1982, in Mongoose Junction. Price includes 
inventory & equipment, owner will train. $150,000.
SILVER IGUANA – Beachfront shop w/eclectic collection 

of sterling silver jewelry & locally crafted gifts. $75,000.

CBR CONDO LISTINGS
WESTIN TIMESHARES – Call for a complete list of re-

sale units. All sizes & weeks available. 
LAVENDER HILL – Tropical 2 bd/2bath penthouse unit 

w/wrap-around deck, pool & sunset views. $849,000.
BETHANY CONDO – Spacious, free-standing 2 bd/2 

bath unit w/ amazing views, new common pool. $449,000. 
CRUZ VIEWS CONDO – Nice 2 bedroom unit w/full A/C, 

sunset views, common pool, good rental history. $495,000.
SELENE’S – Ideal in town location, w/parking, for living/

rental or business. Terrific views. Reduced to $399K!

CBR LAND LISTINGS
CRUZ BAY TOWN – Walk to Frank Bay, R-4 zoning. $249K.
GLUCKSBERG – Gentle grade, 1/2 ac., lg. trees. $125K.
ZOOTENVAAL – Hurricane Hole views, paved road. $400K.
GREAT CRUZ BAY – Prime 1.05 acre site w/fantastic 

harbor views & architectural plans. $695K.
WATERFRONT on MONTE BAY – Spectacular 13.44 ac. 

site, ideal for private estate or subdivision. $2,900,000.
AFFORDABLE PARCELS – in Est. Grunwald & Adrian. Easy 

building sites, close to town. Starting at $89,000. Call Today!
BANK OWNED PARCELS – Chocolate Hole, priced to 

SELL!  $261,500 & 235,000. GREAT BUYS! 
DITLEFF POINT – Extraordinary sites on magnificent 

peninsula w/sandy beach, gated entry, beautiful landscap-
ing, and incredible views. Prices start at $695,000. 

GOLDEN DRAGON – Beautiful stone villa w/exceptional craftsmanship. 4 bds./4 baths, infinity pool, multi patios & 
decks, lush gardens, Pt. Rendezvous location. Reduced to $1,925,000.

CONTRACTED

CONTRACTED

CONTRACTED



HOMES
 BAREFOOT New 2 bedroom, 1.5 
bath guest cottage in quaint neighbor-
hood. $599,000. 
 SOLAR POWERED BED & BREAK-
FAST! “Garden By The Sea” is a quaint 
Caribbean home. Spacious owners’ 
apartment & 3 income producing A/C 
units. $1,800,000.
 AMANI Spectacular 180° views, 
prestigious Maria Bluff, 3 bedrooms with 
baths located in the main building, plus 
private guest cottage $1,795,000 
 WATERFRONT RETREAT Privateer 
Bay. 3BR/3BA casual beach house 
steps from the water. Paved roads & u/g 
utilities. $975,000   

 APPROXIMATELY 150' FROM THE 
WATER at Pebble Beach with fabulous 
water views! Beautiful woodwork; upper 
level is a 3 BR unit & lower is a 1 BR 
unit. $675,000   
 RAINBOW PLANTATION A private, 
family estate house on 1.6 acres. 
Features one of the largest private pools 
on St. John (w/diving board & wet bar). 
PRICE REDUCED  $1,095,000
 AMOROSA A brilliant Tuscan 
inspired villa in Peter Bay. Sweeping 
views, deeded walking path to the 
beach, 4 bedrooms, 5 baths. Live 
webcam and virtual tour at 
americanparadise.com $7,450,000

 YOUR OWN SECLUDED BEACH  
Just steps to Hart Bay, "Rendezview" 
features 4 BR/4BA with a lower 3BR 
beach house. $2,895,000
 AMARILLA VILLA 3 BR, 3.5 BA 
villa, superior craftsmanship, Spanish 
tile roof, 180° views, large pool & hot 
tub $2,595,000   
 UNBELIEVABLE NEW PRICE FOR 
BLUE HEAVEN! Cute Caribbean 
home overlooking Rendezvous Bay. 
Popular vacation rental.  3 bedrooms, 
3 baths. $527,000 
 SUSANNABERG! New masonry 
home on FLAT lot plus separate rental 
cottage. Borders Nat’l Park.  $750,000 

 FUN & CONTENTMENT 180° views. 
Tiled pool deck, 2 large AC. suites & 
mahogany hardwoods. Plans for 3 more 
bdrms. $1,235,000
 MAMEY PEAK 1.05 acres, 1x1 Main 
House and 1x1 Guest Cottage. Flat 
slope and stunning views. One of a kind 
fixer upper!!!  $795,000  
 CVISTA Magnificent open air 4 
bedroom villa above Rendezvous Bay. 
Stunning residence exudes comfort, 
class & elegance. $3,895,000
 VILLA TESORI Luxurious custom 
home, uncompromising quality, 
exquisite finishings, sweeping views. 5 
bedrooms, 5 baths. $4,250,000

 NEW! Income producing 2 unit in 
Chocolate Hole. Large flat yard, walking 
distance to Chocolate Hole Beach.  
$875,000
 NEW!  Caribbean cottage in Carolina, 
that currently caters to short term rental 
guests. Price includes adjacent vacant 
lot for expansion. $599,000
 MILL RIDGE Attention to detail, 
Classic Caribbean architecture, 
masonry 2 bedroom, 2 bath, office/3rd 
bedroom, garage and pool.  $1,595,000
 MYSTIC RIDGE 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath, 
dramatic views, short distance to North 
Shore beaches, cooling breezes 
$1,990,000.

C O N D O S   .   H O M E S   .   L A N D   .   F R A C T I O N A L S   .   C O M M E R C I A L

View al l  St .  John MLS propert ies  a t  our  websi te  a t  www.americanparadise .com

Voted “BEST REAL ESTATE
AGENCY ON ST. JOHN” 2008

NEW IN CAROLINA! Beautiful, peaceful 
mostly flat parcel with end of road privacy. 
Masonry 3x2 upper unit and 1x1 lower 
unit. $750,000

NEW IN CAROLINA Masonry 2x2 main 
house with 2x1 lower apt & separate 
cottage. Complete solar systems. 
Paved driveway, valley views. $600,000

UNBEATABLE VALUE! ALLESANDRA 
Luxurious masonry villa, renovated in 
2007, views of 3 bays, 3BR/3BA, 2 car 
garage REDUCED TO $1,769,000

PRICE SLASHED FOR NORTH SHORE ! 
Cinnamon Day Dreams, 3 BR/2.5BA, in 
Nat’l Pk boundaries in Catherineberg. 1 
acre. Rare offering at $1,795,000.

ZOOTENVAAL! Newly built multi unit 
tasteful masonry home sited on 1.36 
FLAT acres. Expand or subdivide. 
Private with large yard. $925,000

Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 50  YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 or 1-800-526-9193   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

“POINCIANA”   is an island classic 
home on 1.24 acres of prime waterfront 

overlooking 
Hart Bay. 
3 bedroom 
p o p u l a r 
rental with 
one of the 
best views 
of the south 
shore.

“WINDCHIME” is an very private 1.4 
ac. estate set high atop Gifft Hill.  Dra-
matic views to the east w/ spectacular 

breezes  and 
sunrises.  This 
3 bdrm villa 
has room to 
expand with 
an oversized 
pool facing the 
terrific view.

“SEA TURTLE VILLA” is a contempo-
rary Skytop home with amazing water 
views, 2 master suites, 3 baths, tropical 

landscaping, 
pool, & open 
a rch i tec tu re 
set amidst se-
cluded privacy. 
Great vacation 
villa or  island 
home! 

“WINDWARDSIDE” CALABASH BOOM 
offers 2 cottages with hot tubs in private 

setting. Pan-
oramic views 
over harbor to 
BVIs. Charming 
brick courtyard, 
lush tropical 
landscaping, and 
outdoor showers. 
Excellent rentals. 

“SEABISCUIT” is a winner! Charming 
2x2 Caribbean style masonry villa with 

p a n o r a m i c 
views, very 
private pool & 
hot tub. Breezy 
location conve-
nient to Coral 
Bay. Walk to 
shoreline wa-
tersports.

CORAL BAY INCOME PRODUCER  
Beautiful water view from both decks 
of well built home. Flexible floorplan 

can be 2 
units or 
c o m b i n e d 
as 3 bed-
room home. 
Convenient 
to town! 
Great rental!

“CONTENTMENT” Fabulous custom 
8,000 sq. ft. villa close to Cruz Bay, 6 
bdrms, 6.5 baths, designer detail and 

furnishings 
t h r o u g h -
o u t ! ! ! . 
Spectacu-
lar views 
of Pillsbury 
Sound & St. 
Thomas.

“GREAT EXPECTATIONS” the ultimate 
1ac. 7br 7.5 bth compound: private ten-
nis court, 2 pools, 2 spas, & two beauti-

fully appoint-
ed homes!  
Deeded ac-
cess to walk 
to 2 beaches. 
Impress ive 
rental history.

WATERFRONT ON DEVERS BAY! 
“CHOCOLATE BLISS” (5x5) Private, 

extremely qui-
et  masonry/
stone home 
has all the 
amenities one 
would desire 
on over an 
acre of gently 
sloped land. 

WATERFRONT “VILLA BELVEDERE” 
(3x3.5) privacy, pool & spa, plus deed-

ed access to 
HOA dock 
on Great 
Cruz Bay. 
Quiet neigh-
b o r h o o d , 
mesmerizing 
sunset views!

“CORAL POINT BEACH HOUSE” 
for the active waterfront lifestyle.  

R i d g e t o p , 
waterfront, 
open air sol-
id masonry 
3 bedroom 
home.  Must 
be seen to 
be appreci-
ated.

“VISTAERO” offers total privacy with 
breathtaking views over Rendezvous 

Bay & St. 
Thomas.  5 
spacious bed-
room suites, 
huge pool, 
gazebo & hot 
tub make this 
a top rental 
villa.  

For a complete list oF all st. John mls properties, DVD tours oF the properties, anD/or a copy oF our newsletter call or e-mail us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$2,400,000

DVDDVD

$689,900$1,649,000 $1,980,000 $1,275,000 $995,000$1,500,000

 $3,780,000

DVD

$2,395,000$2,999,500 $2,500,000$2,500,000

DVD
DVD

OWN A MONTH (OR MORE) in 
a 3 or 4 bedroom luxury home.  
Magnificent views and sunsets from 
3 homes with all amenities, pools 
w/waterfalls and spas. Deeded 1 
month ownerships from $59,000
WESTIN RESORT TIMESHARES: 
Own a week, a month, or more & 
enjoy all the resort amenities! Most 
unit sizes and weeks available. 
Priced from $3,750

“MILL VISTA – CAROLINA” Easy access & build on Centerline Rd. $ 115,000
“FISH BAY”  Views, breezes and paved access $ 260,000
“LEAST EXPENSIVE WATERFRONT”! Gentle slope, 4 min. walk to beach  $ 285,000
“SUGAR APPLE WEST” Harbor views gentle ½ ac. with Topo  $ 299,000
“CONTANT” lot with Great Cruz Harbor View. Owner Realtor  $ 375,000
“CALABASH BOOM” .4 ac. GREAT views, private. Topo map $ 475,000
“BOATMAN POINT WATERFRONT” Sunset Views and Gentle Site. $ 1,095,000

“ESTATE CONCORDIA” hillside sites with stunning views 
ranging from the BVIs, down St. John’s eastern coast to 
Ram’s Head , St. Croix. From $335,000
“UPPER MONTE BAY ESTATES”  7 Spectacular private 
parcels above Rendezvous Bay; paved road, stone walls 
& underground utilities. From $799,000
“NORTHSHORE PROPERTIES” Peter Bay & Hawksnest/
Denis Bay exquisite home sites with breathtaking views 
over the North Shore, BVI & many cays in between. Call 
for a tour today.  Prices start at $895,000 for half acre
“PETER BAY ESTATES” Exquisite home sites with 
breathtaking views over the North Shore, BVI & cays 
between. Prices from $1,750,000
BEST BUY BEACH FRONT “GREAT CRUZ BAY”  private 
dock access, quiet upscale neighborhood, awesome 
views. Owner/broker. Call for details. $1,300,000

EAST END LAND Parcels in Privateer Bay and on far East End. Coral Bay views and 
underground utilities.  From $265,000
“CHOCOLATE HOLE” Breezes and views to St. Thomas. From $285,000
“VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES” Gated sub-division, sunset views. Can build FRACTIONAL 
HOME! Paved roads.  3 from $335,000
“LOVANGO CAY” Waterfront & hillside properties; upscale amenities including barge 
docks, paved roads, undrgrd utilities beach & views. From $275,000

SELLER FINANCING 
WITH GREAT TERMS! 

“HAULOVER” BEACHFRONT  3.71 
acre sub-dividable borders National 
Park! AMAZING VIEWS!  $1,900,000

“SABA BAY” WATERFRONT & 
HILLSIDE  Incredible BVI views! 12 
acre sub-divideable waterfront lot 
for $9,999,000 plus 4 hillside lots 
available from $699,000

“DREEKETS  BAY ESTATES” 
spectacular BVI views, excellent roads, 
underground utilities, stone walls, 
planters, common beach. Minutes from 
Coral Bay. 12 lots from $399,000

Ask about “MUST SELL BEST 
BUY” SITUATIONS

Call or email today for info! 
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the Opera, will be heading up the 
vocal portion of the program along 
with long-time friends Laura Bar-
nao.

The two will be teaching choir 
and melodies and have great hopes 
for the students, explained Bar-
nao.

“We’re kind of just hoping for 
the best, but we know that all kids 
love to sing,” said Barnao. “Most 
kids do perform in some way and 
it’s just a matter of training their 
ear.”

While discovering the next 
Michael Buble is a distinct pos-
sibility, Barnao is hoping to spark 
something within each child.

“I really hope kids go away 
with a sense of accomplishment,” 
she said. “I hope they get a sense 
of being able to try something new 
and different. We’re trying to bring 
them a taste of something new and 
give them the confidence that they 
can really do anything.”

What the students learn on the 
stage will also come in handy in 
other parts of their lives, Barnao 
explained.

 “I think this will translate into 
other parts of their lives too,” she 
said. “Once you try something 
new and you know you can do it, 
you can do that with other things 
in your life too. Anything is pos-
sible if you work for it and I hope 
this program gives them a glimpse 
of that.”

Donna Drake and Rhonda Mill-
er will be leading the choreogra-
phy end of the program and the 
students are in for a treat. Students 
will learn three different choreo-
graphed numbers encompassing 
popular jazz, contemporary mod-
ern and even a bit of hip-hop ele-
ments, according to Miller.

“I think most people will think 
of it as pop jazz,” said Miller. 
“There will be a little bit of hip-
hop, which I’m sure the students 
will enjoy and then we’re also 
putting in a little contemporary 
modern feeling too. There is a nice 
combination of lyrical dance and a 
little bit of everything so the kids 
will have a lot of fun with it.”

A seasoned dance instructor, 
Miller is hoping the students walk 
away with a sense of what they are 
capable of accomplishing.

“I want them to feel empow-
ered,” she said. “I want them to 

believe in themselves and to trust 
their own strength and just see 
what they can do. I have been 
teaching dance to young children 
for a lot of years and one of my fa-
vorite things in the world is to try 
to inspire greatness in children.”

“We need to spend time with 
children and to really cultivate 
what they have and point them 
in the direction to achieve their 
dreams,” Miller said.

Growing up in a small Southern 
town, Drake dreamed big and has 
been living that dream her entire 
life. She wants St. John students to 
have that same opportunity.

“Why can’t you do whatever 
you want,” said Drake. “I am a 
small town little Southern girl and 
it just never occurred to be that I 
couldn’t have my dream. Why 
can’t children anywhere do it?”

“If you can dream it, and you 
are willing to put the work in, you 
can certainly do it,” said Drake.

While mastering dance steps 
and learning a variety of styles, 
Drake hopes her students also 
walk off the stage with more self-
confidence.

“I hope the students come away 
with a sense of appreciation, not 
just of the art forms we are bring-
ing down, but also of themselves,” 
said Drake. “This is about them 
and when you achieve something 
that is gives you confidence. Stand-
ing on stage in front of people and 
performing isn’t easy.”

“I hope they walk away with 
knowing something about them-
selves and with a sense of pride,” 
said Drake.

After studying with these talent-
ed professionals, students will per-
form Tartaglia’s original “Dream, 
Wish, Believe,” in two shows on 
February 18 at the Westin.

The first show, at 6 p.m., will 
be a special St. John School of the 
Arts sponsorship show for $200 
a ticket, which also gets audience 
members a champagne reception 
and dinner at one of Love City’s 
finest restaurants.

A second performance will be at 
8 p.m. and will be open to the en-
tire community for any donation. 
St. John School of the Arts offi-
cials expect standing room only 
for this performance. For more 
information call the arts school at 
779-4322.
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 Broadway Is Coming to St. John
“once you try something new and you know you can do it, you can 

do that with other things in your life too. Anything is possible if you 
work for it and I hope this program gives them a glimpse of that.”

– Laura Barnoa, broadway actor


