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By Mirella Santillo
Organized by the local Ministry of 

Tourism office, special festivities were 
held at the BAIC Marsh Harbour Farmer’s 
Market grounds on the evenings of July 11 
and 12. The entertainment, intended for 
tourists and locals, corresponded with the 
41st Independence Anniversary and was 
meant to replace the usual Goombay Sum-
mer Festival.

Summer Junkanoo 
held at BAIC Park

By Timothy Roberts
The Mayor of Stuart, Florida, Troy 

A. McDonald, along with his wife Portia 
Scott and Ricardo Treco, Consul General 
of the Bahamas Consulate in Miami, Flor-
ida paid a formal courtesy call in the Hope 
Town District from July 25 to 27, during 
which a resolution was signed making the 
two townships ‘sister cities’.

After signing the agreement on Sat-
urday morning the Mayor was given a tour 
of the Hope Town District which included 
a trip to Man-O-War Cay before returning 
to Florida on Sunday. The tour in Hope 
Town included stops at Wyannie Malone 
Museum, a stop at the transfer station and 
a viewing of the dune road. While in Man-
O-War the Mayor was shown the crafts-

manship of Albury Brothers and Joe Al-
bury as well as the famous Albury’s Sail 
Shop among other sites. The day conclud-
ed with a nice dinner at Harbour’s Edge.

Mr. McDonald was warmly wel-
comed at the Leonard Thompson Inter-
national Airport Terminal, where he was 
presented with a Key for the City of Marsh 
Harbour from Minister of Parliament for 
Central and South Abaco, Edison Key.

During the signing of the sister cit-
ies agreement, which was read by Council 
Member Don Cash, members of the coun-
cil welcomed the Mayor and shared their 
best wishes on the agreement.

Jeremy Sweeting, Chief Councillor 
of the Hope Town District Council, said 
that the signing of the agreement marked 
“a special day in the history of Hope Town 
and the Hope Town district. We consider 
this the start of our official relationship 
with the City of Stuart.” 

Mr. Sweeting noted that Abaconians 
are no stranger to the Treasure Coast of 
Florida as thousands travel there each year 
“for business, commerce, and of course 

Please see Stuart                 Page 7

Above left to right: Donnie Carey, Arthur Elden, Don Cash, Preston Cunningham, Edi-
son Key, Troy McDonald, Jeremy Sweeting, Ricardo Treco, Gary Sawyer, Wynsome 
Ferguson, Noel Curry

Stuart Mayor signs Sister City Agreement with Hope Town

Sculling races held in Treasure 
Cay for second year

Above: Scullers returning to shore at the Treasure Cay Public Beach on July 27. Hosted 
by Bahamian Brewery & Beverage Co., this is the second year the popular Boat Sculling 
Championship has been held in North Abaco. Entertainment, food and drink was offered 
all day as the crowd enjoyed a beautiful afternoon. See page 22.

Above: a colourful display was held at the 
BAIC Park grounds on July 11 and 12.

Please see Summer           Page 2
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Included in the festivities were games, 
food, drinks, craft items for sale, Junkanoo 
costumes and music competitions, and mu-
sic by famous Bahamian entertainers, such 
as Geno D, New Entry, Impact and Obeah 
Man.

A large crowd of tourists and locals 
gathered on both nights to enjoy the cel-
ebration.

Friday’s festivities included Junkanoo 
“head piece” and “banner” competitions. 

Two small children, two adolescents, 
and one adult, paraded in front of the spec-
tators and judges in an array of colorful, 
feather head-pieces, some sporting an en-
tire costume.

Central & All Abaco
Summer                    From Page 1

Above: Limbo was part of the fun at the Summer Junkanoo Festival.

Destiny Strachan, who wore a com-
plete costume with an impressive head-
piece, won first place, followed by Uriel 
Delancy in second place. 

Next, two young men walked to the 
stage area, holding the banner from the 
Abaco Club at Winding Bay. The Abaco 
Club’s logo—the Abaco Parrot amid green 
vegetation and looking over a seascape of 
sand and waves, was shown on the banner.

The other banner was entered by St. 
John’s Anglican Church and presented by 
two volunteers, Shelley Austin and Dona 
Ferguson. The ladies entered the stage 
area, swaying to music while holding 
the eye-catching banner. Crafted by the 
Church Sunday School Department, it was 
made from a large fabric piece, decorated 

with sewn-on letters and figures. Sewn-on 
letters read “He created us for Joy” and 
underneath a group of small people seemed 
to be dancing, holding hands. The judges 
voted it to be the winning banner.

Martelus Chipman, the Obeah Man, 
danced his magic. The evening was topped 
by the performance of the popular Abaco 
group, New Entry, whose lively tunes en-
tertained the crowd well into the night.

Junkanoo music was the theme of the 
Saturday competition. Children and adults 
armed with cow bells and drums energeti-
cally participated. Uriel Delancy won the 
belling competition, while Kyle Johnson 
took first place in drumming.

Abaco born, Geno D, serenaded 
the assembly with Gary McDonald and 
Impact, following for a complete perfor-
mance of Bahamian music.  

Above: Uriel Delancy won the belling 
contest and placed second for his head-
piece. Left to right: Kendy Anderson, Uriel 
Delancy and Wynsome Ferguson.

By Mirella Santillo
Locals of Central Abaco celebrated 

the 41st Bahamas Independence anniver-
sary on July 9 at the Murphy Town Park.

Members of the Independence Com-
mittee worked throughout the day, making 
the preparations and setting up tents for 

Central Abaco 
Independence 

celebrations focus 
on peace

Above: performers dressed in Bahamian 
colours.

Please see Peace              Page 6



August 1, 2014      The Abaconian        Section A     Page 3

DAMIANOS



Page 4     Section A       The Abaconian   August 1, 2014

Coldwell Banker



August 1, 2014      The Abaconian        Section A     Page 5

FURNITURE PLUS

Central & All Abaco
Central Abaco 

District Council 
holds first meeting 

Severe cuts 
discourage members

By Dave Ralph
The Central Abaco District Council 

held its first working meeting since the Lo-
cal Government election on July 17, 2014. 
It was held in the government complex with 
all nine members attending. The members 
had met initially after the local govern-
ment election to elect their officers. This 
Schedule II Council represents the district 
with the largest population and most buoy-
ant economy in The Bahamas. (Freeport's 
Schedule I Council may represent a larger 
community than Central Abaco, but it is 
a hybrid Council operated in conjunction 
with the Port Authority.) 

The members were dismayed to find 
that their budget request submitted in the 
spring had been severely cut. The Council 
had requested $1.4 million. But the House 
of Assembly cut it down to slightly more 
that $1 million, a shortfall of approximate-
ly $400,000. After much discussion, it was 
agreed that the three towns, Murphy Town, 
Dundas Town and Marsh Harbour includ-
ing Spring City, would get their requested 

Please see Council             Page  6

Customer shocked by 
electric bill adjustment

Bill jumps from $5 to 
$2700 in one month

By Timothy Roberts
Many customers of Bahamas Elec-

tricity Corporation (BEC) have their share 
of stories to tell of high bills, and dam-
aged appliances; however, a customer on 
Crockett Drive may have the most shock-
ing story to tell.

Glen and Linda Albury have been 
dealing with BEC problems for more than 
twenty years, but even they were not pre-
pared when they received a $2780 charge 
on their last bill. Linda said she is still try-
ing to grasp what happened.

She said things appeared to go wrong 
in this particular story somewhere between 
October and November when their bill 
went from $460 to $533. It was during this 
time that she and Glen decided that they 
would seek an inquiry into their bill.

Somewhere between November 22 
and 25 the power in the neighbourhood 
went off; however, their power did not. 
After several calls an employee of BEC 
realized there was a serious issue and in-
structed her to shut off her main breaker.

That afternoon a very nice employee 
of BEC came who discovered they had 
been running on one leg from the trans-
former. She said that he remarked “no 
wonder your bills are so high, you’ve been 
running on one leg.”

In December, while still waiting on 
the results of an inquiry, their bill dropped 
to $59 and was followed by low bills of 
$20 and $30. By March the bill had fallen 

to $5. Linda said “I figured this was how 
they were adjusting for the inquiry.” They 
continued to pay their bills including the 
extra as per their agreement throughout 
this time.

Her bills in April and May were again 
$5 each, but then in June they received the 
shock. 

“I went in to pay on our bill on June 
11 and that’s when Linda says that one of 
the ladies that works at BEC called her in 
and said ‘hey, do you notice how low your 
bills have been?’”

Linda said that she told the employee 
that she thought this was how BEC was 
adjusting their bill due to their inquiry in 
November. She said the employer told her 
“No. you are going to be getting a bill for 
$2700 because your bills have been too 
low.”

She said she was told she should have 
realized the bill was too low, and she said 
that there was also something wrong with 
their meter. Linda said she confirmed that 
BEC workers came about the first week of 
June and switched the meter.

Linda said she told them it was not 
their fault. She said the employee told 
“don’t worry we will put you on a pay-
ment plan.”

She said by this time they had paid 
their balance down to $1505 and she told 
the employee that “there’s no way! My 
husband is disabled and sick.” Linda said 
that she was assured they would work 
something out.

A week later Glen was called with the 
same news and was told again they would 
work something out. A week later we re-
ceived the bill for $2780.17 and “we were 
dumbfounded.”

She said “they even had the gall to 
put in meter readings that I consumed 6000 
kilowatt hours from May 19 to May 30 and 
additionally that I consumed 1171 kilowatt 
hours from May 30 to June 18.”

“When I saw this I said to myself; 
this is complete and utter fraud,” she said. 
When they asked what they based the num-
bers on they were told “past usage.”

Linda said she is still speechless ev-
ery time she looks at the bill. She said she 
is hoping that they can come to a fair and 
just resolution and not be given mere hol-
low responses.

Above: the Albury’s April/May bill ($5.00) 
and then the May/June bill ($2780) Ac-
cording to Mrs. Albury, “they even had the 
gall to put in meter readings that I con-
sumed 6000 kilowatt hours from May 19 
to May 30.”
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abacomarbleandgranite.com

funds, but Council, the parent body, will 
make do with about $1,000 a month. 

This $1,000 is all that remains after 
paying salaries and commitments for con-
tracts. 

Coping with incidental expenses will 
be difficult. These include gas and repairs 
to lawn mowers, occasional janitorial sup-
plies, unexpected repairs to school toilets, 
pumping overflowing septic tanks at gov-
ernment facilities, making repairs due to 
storms, paying for transportation to gov-
ernment-required seminars and more.

This first working meeting is com-
mon to Abaco’s seven districts. It is the 
councils' first view of their budgets for the 
coming fiscal year funded by Nassau. The 
three District II Councils on Abaco main-
land, North, Central and South, must share 
their funds with the local townships within 
their respective districts. Additionally, ap-
pointments are made to the various statu-
tory boards, Town Planning, Port, Hotel 
Licensing and Road Traffic.

After the three councils allocate fund-
ing to the town committees, these commit-
tees will in turn meet and issue their con-
tracts for garbage collecting, road cleaning 
and other maintenance items.

Abaco has four District III councils: 
Grand Cay, Moore's Island, Green Turtle 
Cay and Hope Town. These councils will 
also meet and see their respective budgets 
for the first time. They may get the same 
funds as last year, more if they are for-
tunate but frequently less, causing frustra-
tions on what services are to be cut.   

Central & All Abaco
Council                       From Page 5

the public and for the vendors, in spite of 
the torrential rain that fell most of the day. 
The organizers for this event kept their op-
timism, although the rain didn’t cease un-
til 7 pm. However, the skies completely 
cleared an hour later and allowed for the 
celebration to start. 

A large tent sheltered a panel of of-
ficials who included the MP for North 
Abaco, Mr. Renardo Curry, Administrator 
Preston Cunningham, District Superinten-
dent of Education, Dr. Lenora Black, and 
Chief Councillor George Cornish to men-
tion just a few. The tent also housed elec-
tronic equipment technicians, as well as a 
good number of spectators who had arrived 
early to secure chairs and shelter under the 
largest tent.

The entertainment this year was very 
mellow and relaxed. It was more of a spiri-
tual convention, since the first two hours 
of the gathering featured prayers by sev-
eral local pastors, topped with a sermon by 
Reverend Stephen Knowles, President of 
the local chapter of the Bahamas Christian 
Council. 

The remainder of the evening, before 
the flag-raising at midnight, was dedicated 
to the reading of the Prime Minister’s ad-
dress, as well as the Governor General’s 
address and remarks by the Member of 

Peace                          From Page 2

Parliament, the Chief Councillor, and the 
Administrator. They all praised the local 
culture and the “joie de vivre” of the Baha-
mian people and advocated peace.

MC Paul Knowles, a teacher at Cen-
tral Abaco Primary School, orchestrated 
the second part of the evening which com-
prised several cultural performances by 
students and teachers from various schools 
of Central Abaco. There was free dancing 
by Kerneisha Curry (ACH), an interpreta-
tion of a passage from “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” by Kirkland McIntosh (ACH), a 
trumpet solo by Diego Paul (ACH), the 
reading of a poem by the late Maya An-
gelou done by Christopher Sawyer (ACS), 

a solo by Ronnell Escarment (ECC) and a 
skit by four CAPS faculty members, titled 
“Whence we came from”.

The Royal Police Marching Band put 
on a great demonstration that was later fol-
lowed by a deployment of the combined 
Armed Forces of The Bahamas, Police 
and Defense Force Officers and Rangers 
who marched around the field, drilling and 
standing at attention while Mr. Curry in-
spected the ranks. 

The message from the religious con-
gregation was to strive for peace; to forget 

Above: The Royal Police Marching Band put on a great demonstration that was later 
followed by a deployment of the combined Armed Forces of The Bahamas, Police and 
Defense Force Officers and Rangers who marched around the field, drilling and standing 
at attention.

Please see Celebration      Page  7
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Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

and forgive and to unite in order to form a 
stronger country. The pastors asked for di-
vine guidance for the politicians and Rev-
erend Knowles pointed out to the problems 
that plagued the modern Bahamian society. 
He went on to address the role of father’s 
and children in family and society.

Reverend Knowles asked the assem-
bly to gather in front of the stage, hold-
ing hands in a demonstration of peace. He 
invited the group to join Reverend David 
Cartwright who, with the other church 
heads present, prayed for a re-commitment 
to family values and a change in the cul-
ture.

ACH graduate Kirkland McIntosh, 
read the Prime Minister’s message. The 
Hon. Perry Christie had named 2014 The 
Year of Culture, asking to pay tribute to all 
the cultural icons of the country, whether 
they be musicians, painters, or dancers. 
The Governor General, Lady Marguerite 
Pindling, advocated to strive for peace.

To close off the night, Mr. Renardo 
Curry, flanked by two policemen, stood 
by as the Bahamian flag was raised up the 
pole. Immediately following this was a pa-
triotic display of fireworks.

Central & All Abaco

Celebration               From Page 6

leisure and vacation time.”
He noted the similarities that both cit-

ies share as well as some significant differ-
ences as it relates to population and bud-
get, as Stuart is home to about 10 times 
the population of the Hope Town District 
and has a significantly larger budget. He 
said “although our systems of municipal 
government may slightly differ, we have 
the same goals; To deliver efficient and 
effective services to our constituents and 
to leave our communities better than we 
found them.”

Mr. Sweeting said “it is my profound 
honour on this most auspicious occasion, 
to welcome you to this district, the Hope 
Town district, and we look forward to 
building a lasting friendship that will en-
dure from generation to generation.”

Mr. McDonald said he was honored 
to travel the Hope Town District in Abaco 
and was struck with the warm reception he 
and his wife received.

He said that “while we have some 
differences in population and budget, we 
have the same common goals as Hope 
Town and its District Council; we want to 
provide good quality services and we want 
to leave the City of Stuart better than we 
found it.”

He noted that they too were chal-

lenged, though they have home rule “it 
is under constantly attack from the state; 
so we embrace your struggle to be able to 
govern yourselves. It’s important that we 
are able to govern ourselves and chart our 
own course.”

Mr. McDonald said “That’s why 
these sister city relationships are so impor-
tant; it gives us the opportunity to speak 
with each other and to learn how each of us 
are doing things in different places.”

He noted the common bonds shared 
by The City of Stuart and Hope Town 
District, most notably the geographical 
area, sport fishing and eco-tourism. “But 
we have another bond; one of our historic 
communities in Stuart was founded in part 
by Bahamian immigrants who came to help 
build the railroad at the turn of the twenti-
eth century.”

Mr. McDonald said he looks forward 
to embracing and sharing each other’s 
cultures and seeing how they can use the 
agreement to increase each other’s eco-
nomic prosperity and develop new friend-
ships and relationships.

Mr. Treco said he was honored to be 
a part of the historic occasion and congrat-
ulated the two cities on the signing of the 
agreement.

“As a consul general, and Florida be-
ing my primary jurisdiction, I want to be 
sure I progress the agenda of The Bahamas 

in trying to develop opportunities in vari-
ous cities for partnerships and relationships 
that will be mutually beneficial,” he said.

Mr. McDonald said his trip was fan-
tastic and was impressed with the warmth 
of the people. “The entire Hope Town Dis-
trict Council along with the Chief Coun-
cillor were inviting, friendly, embracing 
and warm and they did a wonderful job of 
hosting us.”

He added that Hope Town is “one 
of the most quaint, charming and beau-
tiful places I have ever been, and I have 
been fortunate enough to travel all over the 
world. The focus on history and architec-
ture is wonderful and is one of the things 
that patterns with our own community.” 

He said “we have the opportunity to 
work on our partnership; it’s economic, it’s 
cultural, it’s tourism and it’s understand 
how each community does something. We 
can embrace the things that are similar, in 
the areas of tourism and the environment 
that we care about, and we can turn that 
into a partnership with the cross-marketing 
of social media, websites and whatever 
we can use, and we can leverage it into 
something that can help Stuart to become a 
gateway to The Bahamas and Hope Town 
be a gateway for people coming to Stuart.”

Stuart                         From Page 1

The Cays
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•July 31-Aug 4: All Abaco Lobster Festival @ Trea-

sure Cay

•August 1: Opening of Crawfish Season

•August 2: Pete’s Pub Summer Blast Beach Party
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Who here is excited for crawfish 
season? 

If you’re in Abaco I’m sure you 
are excited. Whether you’re a tourist 
or a local, an August First warrior or a 
late month scavenger, a trap setter or a 
ledge diver, whether you like the way 
crawfish tastes or you just enjoy the 
sport – the opening of crawfish season 
means a lot of things to a lot of people.

Crawfishing is endearing to Aba-
conians because it’s a tradition. Craw-
fishing, depending on who you talk to, 
is a hobby, a livelihood, or a right-of-
passage that has been handed down 
through the years. Since the first set-
tlers of these cays we have looked to 
the sea for support. 

Going out on the water to your 
“secret spot” with friends or family is 
something we share with our ancestors 
who fished these waters over 200 years 
ago.

Something else we share with 
them is a lack of electricity.

Abaco, and The Bahamas in gen-
eral, does not have entirely unique 
challenges when it comes to provid-
ing and distributing current. Other 
island and coastal nations face storms 
and salt. Other archipelagos somehow 
manage to distribute steady power. All 
countries face corruption and ineffi-
ciency.

I am not saying the challenges 

we do have are not, in fact, challeng-
ing. And I’m not diminishing the hard 
work of many BEC employees. What I 
am saying is that these challenges are 
not insurmountable. We should be de-
manding better. Obviously the people 
that are, and have been, in charge of 
BEC have failed. Solutions have not 
come from juggling the same set of 
people in and out, especially when all 
they seem to care about is politics and 
the wrong kind of power. 

The people want electricity - not 
excuses.

Electric bills going up and up 
while the same sorry state of affairs 
exists in the grid is not acceptable. We 
should not accept it. You should not 
accept it. And now they intend to add 
VAT Tax to our BEC bill without ad-
dressing how they will fix any of the 
real problems that inflate the average 
Bahamian’s bill.

We already know two areas where 
changes can be made.

1) “Big wigs,” political or oth-
erwise, running up QUARTER MIL-
LION DOLLAR BILLS. I’m still not 
over how BEC’s own Executive Chair-
man can run up such a tab all while 
blaming BEC’s troubles on John Q. 
Bahamian being late with their light 
bill. You can almost hear him chan-
neling a Scooby Doo villain, saying, 
“And I would have gotten away with 
it too, if it weren’t for the meddling 
press.”

2) Large shanty towns illegally 
tapping into the grid. I’m not going to 
go into much detail here as the situa-
tion we have on Abaco is too large to 
deal with in this editorial. But it is dan-
gerous for those that live there and it is 
a substantial drain on BEC’s resources. 
A drain they must recoup somewhere.

Maybe in the end going without 
power is good for us. It keeps us in 
touch with our history. The stars are 
brighter on these frequent, powerless 
nights. The lighthouse stands radiant. 
And it takes us back to basics.

After all, we don’t necessarily 
need reliable electricity to go out in the 
boat with friends and family to our se-
cret crawfishing spot.
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Web Shops Exempt? 

Dear Editor,
I promised myself when I passed 70 

that I would not write to the press on con-
troversial matters and so far, I think I have 
kept my promise. But no longer.

When I read Thursday’s papers, I 
honestly thought what I was reading was 
a mistake. There was no way that the 
government of the Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas would exempt Web Shops from 
VAT. Unfortunately most Bahamians leave 
politicians to make the decisions, although 
I have seen a trend in recent months to 
change this.

Unfortunately the country is in a pre-
dicament, unlike any time since the reces-
sion of the 1930’s, consequently there is 
a need for increased taxes (partly due to 
gross overspending by consecutive govern-
ments).

I cannot accept that web shops should 
be exempt and I hope responsible, con-
cerned Bahamians will agree with me. 
How can you VAT electricity but not Web 
Shops? 

This is criminal. 
Is the government truly aware of the 

message they are sending to the Bahamian 
people?  

If there is a business that should be 
heavily taxed, it is surely Web Shops.  We 
have heavy taxes on tobacco and alcoholic 
products, why not on Web Shops? They all 
have a negative impact on society.

The legislation for the implementa-
tion of VAT will be debated within a few 
weeks. I challenge Bahamians to unite 
and demand their representative to amend 
this portion of the Bill (call them, write to 
them, e-mail).

It can be done.  It is up to us, the 
people to make it happen.

Patrick J. Bethel 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Letters to the Editor
Save the Bays!

Dear Editor,
As a Bahamian individual, I am eter-

nally grateful for the work being done by 
The SAVE THE BAYS organization.

This can be the beginning of a NEW 
DAY for OUR COUNTRY. Our envi-
ronment is our most precious commodity 
and should be protected well into the fu-
ture. There are many outside forces that 
blindside us every day. The most obvious 
is the outside human interference, so we 
as a people should make provisions in our 
constitution to prevent this from happen-
ing. Our laws should be on our side and 
we should not allow politicians and others 
to bend then for their personal benefit. Our 
backs are against a wall. It is time to fight 
back and the only way we know-how to do 
this is verbally and collectively.

It is hard enough keeping our way 
of life, controlling the devastation that the 
wind & tide bring. The poaching and in-
terference of the natural flow of life. These 
are all natural events, made by mankind 
but natural none the less.

Not everyone that comes to see our 
natural beauty and our fun loving people, 
want to eat a conch but they sure would 
like to see one in its natural environment.

There are many organizations that 
can help us achieve our dream; THE BA-
HAMAS NATIONAL TRUST, FRIENDS 
OF THE ENVIRONMENT, THE IS-
LAND SCHOOL and more. These all pro-
vide a wonderful showcase to what needs 
to be done and can be done, education is a 
primary key.

I urge you to openly and physically 
show your support for the likes of these 
types of organizations. We are not aggres-
sive or violent people so we need them. 
Our children need them.

The Bahamas needs you NOW.
Oswald Hall
A Dreamer
........NOT

A Thank You from the 
Simms Family

Dear Editor,
We would like to express heartfelt 

thanks to all those who helped in any way 
at the recent fundraiser for Paul Simm's 
medical expenses. 

We appreciate all the help people 
gave in cooking, serving, donating and pa-
tronizing the event.

Many, many thanks.
Kathy and Paul Simms.

Thoughts from Green Turtle

Dear Editor,
I first came to the Bahamas 19yrs ago. 

I have been to Bimini, Nassau, Freeport, 
but it is the Abacos with their natural beau-
ty, slower pace and friendly people that I 
fell in love with. The Bahamas, like the 
USA, Canada and most of the world, are 
facing difficult times. To overcome these 
times, one needs only to look upon what 
strengths there are and build upon them. 

Government must be focused and 
efficient. Limited dollars must be spent 
wisely for maximum effect. Debt must be 
kept in check so more tax dollars go to im-
provements and less to interest payments. 
Waste, in these times, is the enemy.

I believe all must come to the simple 
and honest realization that tourism is the 
backbone of this country. With that real-
ization, people on every level must be dili-
gent and work towards making a visitors 
experience as pleasant as possible. Without 
their return, the economy fails. It is truly 
that simply.

I have met some that feel tourists are 
a nuisance and not needed. Those debates 
I avoid but listen to in disbelief!  My home 
town is very close to a military base. At 
times there are convoys driving through 
town and other times cannons can be heard 
as they practice firing out on the ranges. 
Years ago, some residents wrote in to the 
local paper complaining about the noise 
and occasional traffic stating the base made 
little impact to our town and was a both-
er....although it employed several hundred 

locals and about 2500 soldiers. The base 
commander at the time was a brilliant and 
very wise man. He prearranged so that ev-
ery single employee was paid for their pre-
vious two weeks work in one dollar bills. 
As you can imagine, the entire town and 
surrounding area was inundated with one 
dollar bills for a very long period after-
ward. His point was clearly made. A les-
son was well learned.

Could anyone reading this possibly 
imagine how many one dollar bills would 
circulate the Abacos if all tourists showed 
up with nothing else?

What can be done to boost tourism 
and keep the flow of dollars?  I believe ev-
eryone can chip in.

Government: Focus on efficient 
transportation to get people in/out with 
ease. Correct problems in providing unin-
terrupted power. Train all levels of staff to 
be both pleasant and helpful in dealing with 
tourists. If it is hard to get here and when 
you do, the A/C is out for much of your 
stay, the odds of returning are diminished.

Business owners: Keep premises 
clean and pleasant. Create loyalty by get-
ting to know your clients. Be fare with pric-
ing. Provide a quality product or service...
people DO know the difference. Train staff 
to smile and be pro active. Attitude is often 
the difference for a return visit.

Staff: If you work in the tourist trade 
you are working with people. Make their 
visit enjoyable. Smile, try to go out of your 
way to make clients happy. Keep where 
you work clean. Realize your employer has 
peak times and that often these peak times 
make or break a year. Don't complain, but 
step up during these times to do your best. 
If you don't, your employer, you country 
and you yourself will suffer.

Residents: In realizing the importance 
of the tourist trade, keep your homes and 
yards well kept. Be proud of where you 
live and the country you live in. That pride 
will show! Be pleasant to strangers. Smile, 
wave, if some looks confused, ask if they 
need help or directions. If walking, ask if 
they need a ride. They will go home with 
very fond memories wanting to return.

If that “spirit of co-operation” and 
“pride” was shown on all levels, from in-
dividuals up to local and national govern-
ment, the future of the Bahamas will be a 
lot brighter.
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Central & All Abaco South Abaco

By Jennifer Hudson
July 10 marked the 41st Bahamian 

Independence Day. South Abaco residents 
celebrated the holiday with church servic-
es, music, food, and more.

Several residents of South Abaco, 
which includes the settlements of Chero-
kee Sound, Casuarina Point, Bahama Palm 
Shores, Crossing Rocks, and Sandy Point 
began celebrating with an Independence 
service at Mount Zion Baptist Church in 
Sandy Point on July 6. The message was 
preached by Evangelist, Ruth Flowers, 
who based her sermon of 'Peace and Love' 
on this year's theme for Independence 
'Celebrating our Culture, A Commitment 
to Peace'.

Flowers left the crowd with the mes-
sage that “People these days are leaving 
the church out and putting politicians 

South Abaco Independence celebrations 
highlighted by RBPF Band parades

first.” This statement received a standing 
ovation. She stressed the point that "Politi-
cians do not have the answers. It is not a 
case of FNM or PLP.” 

Flowers went on to suggest that it 
would be a good thing if both flags were 
burnt and people would instead put the 
church first. 

Independence messages from the 
Governor General of The Bahamas and the 
Prime Minister were read by Administra-
tor for South Abaco, Lavon Harris Smith. 
Local government representatives who at-
tended the service remarked on what an 
excellent service it was.

The settlement of Crossing Rocks 
held its Independence celebration on July 

Above: Administrator Harris Smith and Chief Councilor for South Abaco, Shaun Roberts, 
with the band.

Please see South              Page 17

By Timothy Roberts
A protective barrier was built by the 

Marsh Harbour Town Committee assisted 
by the Central Abaco District Council 
along the north western end of the new By-
pass Road in order to prevent flooding to 
the area of Williams Street and the back of 
Cove Estates.

During the construction of the by-

pass a small hill was knocked down that 
formerly protected the area from flooding 
from the south side wetlands. This lead to 
severe flooding during Hurricane Irene as 
the winds from the south pushed over three 
feet of water to Williams Street flooding 
homes and stranding some elderly resi-
dents.

Above left to right: Gilbert Davis CADC Deputy Chief Councillor, George Cornish CADC 
Chief Councillor, Carl Archer Chairman of Marsh Harbour Town Committee, Henry Wil-
liams Deputy Chairman of Marsh Harbour Town Committee

Protective barrier built

By Timothy Roberts
Simmons Construction & Heavy 

Equipment Co Ltd were busy in the middle 
of July building concrete curbs at the air-
port entrances and roundabout, which will 
precede a final top layer of asphalt.

It is not certain that there will be 
curbs built at any other roundabouts or in-
tersections.

While adding a finished look to the 
newly paved roads, the curbs were not 
without criticism as numerous truck driv-
ers noted that the curbs create a narrow 
passage which may not accommodate forty 
foot trailers and more particularly lowboy 
trailers which haul large tractor equipment.

Curbs built at Airport Roundabout
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Standard Hardware

Hurricane Issue 2014
The National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administration (NOAA’s) Climate 
Prediction Centre, is forecasting a near-
normal or below-normal season. The Ba-
hamas Department of Meteorology has a 
partnership with NOAA through the Na-
tional Hurricane Centre out of Miami.

Warns the Department: “It takes only 
one hurricane making landfall to make it 
an active season. Therefore, all residents 
are urged to prepare the same for every 
season regardless of how much activity is 
predicted.”

According to NOAA, the main driver 
of this year’s outlook is the anticipated 
development of El Nino this summer. El 
Niño causes stronger wind shear, which 
reduces the number and intensity of tropi-
cal storms and hurricanes. El Niño can also 
strengthen the trade winds and increase the 
atmospheric stability across the tropical 
Atlantic, making it more difficult for cloud 
systems coming off of Africa to intensify 
into tropical storms.

The outlook calls for a 50 percent 
chance of a below-normal season, a 40 
percent chance of a near-normal season, 
and only a 10 percent chance of an above-
normal season, according to NOAA.

For the six-month hurricane season, 
NOAA predicts a 70 percent likelihood 
of eight to 13 named storms (winds of 39 
mph or higher), of which three to six could 
become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or 
higher), including one to two major hur-
ricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 
mph or higher).

These numbers are near or below the 
seasonal averages of 12 named storms, 
six hurricanes and three major hurricanes, 
based on the average from 1981 to 2010. 
The Atlantic hurricane region includes the 
North Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea and 
Gulf of Mexico.

The named storms are: Arthur, Ber-
tha, Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gon-
zalo, Hanna, Isaias, Josephine, Kyle, Lau-
ra, Marco, Nana, Omar, Paulette, Rene, 
Sally, Teddy, Vicky, and Wilfred.

While hurricanes pose the greatest 
threat to life and property, tropical storms 
and depressions also can be devastating. 
Floods from heavy rains and severe weath-
er, such as tornadoes, can cause extensive 
damage and loss of life.

The hurricane season for the Atlan-
tic and Caribbean: Jun. 1 to Nov. 30 with 
peak mid-August to late October. 

Understanding the Terminology
A tropical cyclone is a rotating, orga-

nized system of clouds and thunderstorms 
that originates over tropical or subtropical 
waters and has a closed low-level circu-
lation. Tropical cyclones rotate counter-
clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 Tropical Depression—A tropical cy-
clone with maximum sustained winds of 38 
mph (33 knots) or less.

 Tropical Storm— A tropical cyclone 
with maximum sustained winds of 39 to 73 
mph (34 to 63 knots).

 Hurricane—A tropical cyclone with 
maximum sustained winds of 74 mph (64 
knots) or higher. 

 Major Hurricane—A tropical cyclone 
with maximum sustained winds of 111 mph 
(96 knots) or higher, corresponding to a 
Category 3, 4 or 5 on the Saffir-Simpson 
Hurricane Wind Scale.

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale
The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind 

Scale is a 1 to 5 rating based on a hurri-
cane’s sustained wind speed. 

This scale estimates potential proper-
ty damage. Hurricanes reaching Category 

3 and higher are considered major hurri-
canes because of their potential for signifi-
cant loss of life and damage. 

Category 1 and 2 storms are still dan-
gerous, however, and require preventative 
measures. 

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale 
for the Continental United States

Categorys: 
(1) 74-95 mph winds: Very danger-

ous winds will produce some damage: 
Well-constructed frame homes could have 
damage to roof, shingles, vinyl siding and 
gutters. Large branches of trees will snap 
and shallowly rooted trees may be toppled. 
Extensive damage to power lines and poles 
likely will result in power outages that 
could last a few to several days.

(2) 96-110 mph winds:  Extremely 
dangerous winds will cause extensive 
damage: Well-constructed frame homes 
could sustain major roof and siding dam-
age. Many shallowly rooted trees will be 
snapped or uprooted and block numerous 
roads. Near-total power loss is expected 
with outages that could last from several 
days to weeks. 

(3) 111-129 Devastating damage will 
occur: Well-built framed homes may incur 
major damage or removal of roof decking 
and gable ends. Many trees will be snapped 
or uprooted, blocking numerous roads. 
Electricity and water will be unavailable 
for several days to weeks after the storm 
passes.

(4) 131-156 Catastrophic damage will 
occur: Well-built framed homes can sus-
tain severe damage with loss of most of the 
roof structure and/or some exterior walls. 
Most trees will be snapped or uprooted 
and power poles downed. Fallen trees and 
power poles will isolate residential areas. 
Power outages will last weeks to possibly 
months. Most of the area will be uninhabit-

able for weeks or months.
(5) >156 Catastrophic damage will 

occur: A high percentage of framed homes 
will be destroyed, with total roof failure 
and wall collapse. Fallen trees and power 
poles will isolate residential areas. Power 
outages will last for weeks to possibly 
months. Most of the area will be uninhabit-
able for weeks or months.

Hurricane Hazards
Storm Surge/Tide
Storm surge and large waves pro-

duced by hurricanes pose the greatest 
threat to life and property along the coast.

STORM SURGE is an abnormal rise 
of water generated by a storm’s winds. 
Storm surge can reach heights well over 
20 feet and can span hundreds of miles of 
coastline. In the northern hemisphere, the 
highest surge values typically occur in the 
right front quadrant of a hurricane coin-
cident with onshore flow; in the southern 
hemisphere, the left front quadrant. More 
intense and larger hurricanes produce high-
er surge. In addition, shallower offshore 
waters contribute to higher storm surge in-
undation. Storm surge is by far the greatest 
threat to life and property along the imme-
diate coast. 

STORM TIDE is the water level rise 
during a storm due to the combination of 
storm surge and the astronomical tide. For 
example, if a hurricane moves ashore at a 
high tide of 2 feet, a 15 foot surge would 
be added to the high tide, creating a storm 
tide of 17 feet. The combination of high 
winds and storm tide topped with battering 
waves can be deadly and cause tremendous 
property damage along an area of coastline 
hundreds of miles wide. 

The destructive power of storm surge 

Please See Hurricane Page 15
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www.hopetown.com

Hope Town • Marsh Harbour • Guana Cay • Lubbers Quarters • Treasure Cay • Man-O-War Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Tilloo Cay

Specializing in Residential & Commercial Real Estate throughout The Abacos

Local 242.366.0216 • US 561.208.8369 • info@hopetown.com

HOPE TOWN HIDEAWAYS
Queen’s Highway, Hope Town, Elbow Cay, Abaco, The Bahamas

Catch A Wave - 3B/2B Sleeps 6-7.  Expanded pool deck 
area with ocean views, covered arbor & gazebo. This  
custom-built island home enjoys beautiful sunrise views on 
the Atlantic Ocean.                           From$2700/wk plus tax

Cheers - 3B/3B + 2B sleeping alcoves Sleeps 10. 
Fabulous beach house with pool and private dock slip. 
Comfortable, spacious, overlooking deck and Atlantic 
Ocean.                From $4950/wk plus tax

Banana Cabana  - 3B/3B + 2 bunk beds. Sleeps 10. Beach 
House has it all! Large private pool set on dune deck above the 
Atlantic Ocean. Conveniently located between the settlement 
of Hope Town and Tahiti Beach.  From $3500/wk plus tax

Donald Seas - 
Cay sits one of its rarest gems. Almost a 1/4 acre of well-
landscaped grounds & an add’l lot perfect for a guest cottage 
on White Sound, this 3 bed, 2 bath home w/ dock is an 
excellent turn key investment opportunity.        $1.9 M USD

     

Abaco Pineapple Beach - Fabulous 4 bed, 3 bath 
designer beach house located in White Sound directly 
on the Atlantic Ocean. Perfect beachfront retreat with 
high ceilings, private pool, generator and panoramic
ocean views. $1.29 M USD

 

Cay Nous - Elegance and Luxury would be words used 
to describe this 2 bed, 2 bath gem of a home.  Perfectly
situated on a half acre corner lot in the upscale 
neighbourhood of Dorros Cove. Features include a pool, 

$639,000 USD

Breezy Palms -  Stunning 5 bed, 5.5 bath beach house 
with private pool situated in Dorros Cove. Features 
include panoramic ocean views, generator, high end 
furnishings & dock slip.          $2.825 M USD

Fig Tree - Historic 3 bed, 3 bath home w/ fabulous large 

Features a rare 140’  dock on 85’ of waterfront in the safety 
of Hope Town harbour. Great rental income opportunity. 

$1.9 M USD

Rent from $3500/wk plus tax

HOPE TOWN
HIDEAWAYS

Inclusive of Chris Thompson Real Estate

Marnie’s Landing – LOTS FROM $585,000 TO 
850,000 USD - Great investment opportunity!  Purchase 
vacant land to build your dream home in a fast growing 
community. Located near Tahiti Beach this area is great
for families. 

Rent from $2500/wk plus tax

Rent from $4000/wk plus tax Rent from $2500/wk plus tax Rent from $5000/wk plus tax

and large battering waves can result in loss 
of life, buildings destroyed, beach and 
dune erosion and road and bridge damage 
along the coast. Storm surge can travel 
several miles inland. In estuaries and bay-
ous, salt water intrusion endangers public 
health and the environment.

Tornadoes
Hurricanes and tropical storms can 

also produce tornadoes. These tornadoes 
most often occur in thunderstorms embed-
ded in rain bands well away from the cen-
ter of the hurricane; however, they canalso 
occur near the eyewall. Usually, tornadoes 
produced by tropical cyclones are relative-
ly weak and short-lived, but they still pose 
a significant threat.

Winds
Hurricane-force winds, 74 mph or 

more, can destroy buildings and mobile 
homes. Debris, such as signs, roofing ma-
terial, siding and small items left outside 
become flying missiles during hurricanes. 
Winds can stay above hurricane strength 
well inland. 

Rainfall 
Tropical cyclones often produce 

widespread, torrential rains in excess of 6 
inches, which may result in deadly and de-
structive floods. In fact, flooding is the ma-
jor threat from tropical cyclones for people 
living inland. Flash flooding, defined as a 
rapid rise in water levels, can occur quick-
ly due to intense rainfall. 

Rainfall amounts are not directly re-
lated to the strength of tropical cyclones but 
rather to the speed and size of the storm, as 
well as the geography of the area. Slower 
moving and larger storms produce more 
rainfall. 

Rip Currents
The strong winds of a tropical cy-

clone can cause dangerous waves that 

pose a significant hazard to mariners and 
coastal residents and visitors. When the 
waves break along the coast, they can pro-
duce deadly rip currents—even at large 
distances from the storm. Rip currents are 
channeled currents of water flowing away 
from shore, usually extending past the line 
of breaking waves that can pull even the 
strongest swimmers away from shore.

Hurricane Shelters – Central Abaco 
Central Abaco Primary School – 

Dundas Town
Friendship Tabernacle Church – 

Dundas Town
Abaco Central High School – Mur-

phy Town
Man-O-War Public School – Man-O-

War Cay
Guana Cay All Age School – Guana 

Cay
Hope Town Primary School – Hope 

Town

Hurricane Shelters – South Abaco
Soul Seeking Ministry – Moore’s Is-

land
Moore’s Island All Age School – 

Moore’s Island
Sandy Point Community Centre – 

Sandy Point
Crossing Rocks Primary School – 

Crossing Rocks
Assemblies of God Church – Chero-

kee Sound

Hurricane Shelters-North Abaco
Amy Roberts Primary School – Green 

Turtle Cay
St. Andrews Baptist Church – Fire 

Road
Faith Walk Church of God (Commu-

nity Centre) – Coopers Town
Ebenezer Baptist Church – Cedar 

Harbour

New Hope Baptist Church – Mount 
Hope

Fox Town Primary – Fox Town
Revival Time (Youth Hall) – Crown 

Haven
Pentecostal Church of God – Grand 

Cay
Grand Cay All Age School – Grand 

Cay
Shiloh Baptist Church – Grand Cay

Before a hurricane threatens
Prepare Your Home
Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed 

during Hurricane Season (June-Novem-
ber). Do NOT trim trees after a Hurricane 
Watch or Warning has been announced as 
trimmings could become dangerous mis-
siles.

If you have storm shutters, make sure 
they are in working order and fit properly. 
If you do not have shutters, have them in-
stalled or lay in a supply of plywood to use 
as shuttering.

NOTE. Taping windows will not 
protect your home, although the tape may 
keep some of the glass from flying into the 
house when the window is smashed.

Review Your Insurance
It is advisable to secure your insur-

ance policy in advance, no application for 
insurance will be accepted, or coverage in-
creased, once a Hurricane Watch has been 
issued for the Bahamas.

Speak to your agent and ask these key 
questions

Do I have replacement cost coverage 
on all property, including contents?

What are the deductibles? (Usually 
2% of the Sum Insured).

Are there any exclusions?
Does the policy cover flood, wind 

and storm damage?
If the dwelling is rendered uninhabit-

able by a hurricane, does the policy cover 
relocation or temporary housing?

Take photos of your house, inside 
and out, for documentation of its condition 
and contents.

Make a list of all your important be-
longings.

Emergency Equipment And Supplies
Purchase and set aside hurricane sup-

plies - See below for a detailed listing.
Check the working condition of all 

emergency equipment such as generators, 
flash lights, battery-powered radios, etc.

Protect Your Business
Make backup plans NOW by identify-

ing and protecting vital records, such as:-
Computer software
Accounts receivable records
Client records
Other important personnel and ad-

ministrative documents.

Protect Your Boat
Develop a plan well in advance
You can store a small boat with a 

trailer in a warehouse or a garage.
If you leave your boat outside, at-

tach the trailer tongue to a firm spot in the 
ground, deflate the tires, and lash the boat 
to the trailer. Place boards between the 
axle and the frame to prevent damage to 
the trailer springs.

If your boat is in a marina check with 
the dockmaster for any special require-
ments.

Your insurance policy should include 
adequate coverage for damage that your 
boat may cause to other property.

Inventory all vessel equipment and 
keep a copy in a safe place off the boat.

Identify safe harbours and take a test 
run to one NOW, checking route condi-
tions and travel time.

DO NOT, under any circumstances, 
plan to "ride out" the storm on your boat.

When A Hurricane Threatens
Inside Your Home
Establish a "Safe Room". This should 

be an interior room, free of windows, or 
a room with a small window, such as a 
bathroom. Make sure your safe room has a 
clear pathway to an exit.

Turn your refrigerator and freezer to 

Hurricane Issue 2014
Hurricane               From Page 14

Please See Hurricane Page 16

RUM RUNNERS
BAR & GRILL

OPEN
Wednesday to Saturday - 3pm Until

Local Entertainment Saturday 
from 9pm to Midnight

The Best of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s
and the Best of Island Music!

Happy Hour 
Summer Specials!

Beers
.2 Coronas for $5.75.
.2 Sands for $6.90.

.2 Kaliks/Miller Lites for $6.90.
All High Balls

$1 Off Regular Prices

Special Food Menu
Chicken & Fries

Wings & Fries 
Chicken Combo 

Dine In or Take Out
Kitchen Open Until 12am
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Abaco Insurance
Abaco Insurance Agency Ltd.

P.O. Box AB-20404, Stratton Drive, Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Tel (242) 367-2549       Fax (242) 367-3075

abacoinsurance@coralwave.com

Are You 
Prepared?

MOTOR    HOME    MARINE 
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 

Including: Burglary, Liability, Money, Business Interruption, Fire, Hurricane & Flood

NEW LINES: LIFE, MEDICAL & TRAVEL INSURANCE

TREASURE CAY: Treasure Cay Shopping Centre TEL: (242) 699-9047    
      HOPE TOWN: Hope Town Hideaways TEL: (242) 366-0224

the coldest setting.
Turn off your gas at the bottle.
Freeze water in plastic jugs and use 

them to fill empty spaces in your refrigera-
tor and freezer to help keep food cool.

Prepare an emergency water sup-
ply for bathing and sanitary purposes by 
storing water in clean air-tight containers, 
including your water heater and washing 
machine.

Store valuables and personal papers 
in water-tight containers and store these in 
the highest possible spot in your home.

Outside Your Home
Put up your shutters or install pre-cut 

plywood over all windows and glass doors.
Close all windows (Remember to 

open one on the lee-side during the storm).
DO NOT drain your swimming pool
Add extra chlorine to prevent con-

tamination.
Turn off electricity to pool equip-

ment.
Bring inside all objects that can be 

blown away, including garbage cans, TV 
antennas, satellite dishes, lawn furniture, 
garden tools and potted plants. Anchor ob-
jects that cannot be brought inside.

If you don't have a garage or carport, 
park your car as close to the house as pos-
sible away from trees.

Fill your car's gas tank early, after 
a hurricane gasoline may not be available 
due to power outages.

Supplies Checklist
Have a two week-supply of the following
Water (One gallon per person per day)
Non-perishable foods: canned meat, fish, 
fruit and vegetables
Bread in moisture proof packaging, cook-
ies, candy, dried fruit
Canned soups, juices

Powdered milk or single serve drinks
Cereal bars, peanut butter and jelly
Instant coffee and/or tea
Flashlight (one per person) and extra bat-
teries
Portable battery-powered lantern
Battery operated or wind-up radio or TV
Portable cooler and ice
Weatherproof matches
Butane lighter
Cooking Equipment
Sterno
Portable camp stove or grill and extra fuel
Stove fuel or charcoal, lighter fluid
Manuel can opener
Disposable eating utensils
Plates and cups
Napkins and paper towels
Aluminium foil
Oven mitts 

Medical and emergency supplies
First aid kit including pain reliever, antibi-
otic cream, antacids
Prescriptions (one month's supply)
Mosquito repellent
Mosquito net
Sun screen (45 SPF recommended)
ABC rated fire extinguisher
Cash
Bleach or water purification tablets

Water and fireproof container for docu-
ment storage
Documents
Photocopies of prescriptions
Photo identification
Medical history and information
Backup disks of your home computer files
Camera 

Babies
Disposable diapers (month's supply)
Formula, food and medication

Other Necessities

Tools: hammer, wrenches, screwdrivers, 
nails, saw, tree saw
Trash bags (lots of them)
Cleaning supplies
Plastic drop cloth
Masking or duct tape (for packaging pur-
poses)
outdoor extension cord

Personal Supplies
Toilet paper
Entertainment: book, magazines, card 
games, etc
Soap and detergent
Toiletries
Rain ponchos and work gloves
Extra glasses or contact lenses Babies
Disposable diapers (month's supply)
Formula, food and medication

During The Storm
Do remember to open a window or door on 
the lee-side if the house to relieve pressure 
in the house.

After The Storm
Do keep an ear on your radio in case 

storm returns, or another threatens
Stay away from ALL downed power 

lines. Even if power is off in your neigh-
borhood, the lines may still be "live".

Call  utility company immediately to 
report downed lines or broken water mains

Take picture of your home, then 
make temporary repairs to prevent further 
damage. Save receipts for all transactions 
(This is so you can present evidence to in-
surer, all of whom like to see evidence).

Don't drink untreated water (See note 
below).

Don't call any emergency number ex-
cept for a life-threatening situation.

Don't walk around without shoes or 
allow children to play in standing water.

Don't run a generator indoors, even 
in the garage.

Don't connect a generator to your 
house wiring, unless the house wiring has 
been checked by a competent electrician 
and the mains power has been isolated.

It is best to use stored or bottled water 
for cooking, drinking and your pets, store 
it in a cool dark place.

If you are suspicious of your water 
supply please take the following precau-
tions:-

1 Remove particles by straining the 
water through a paper towel, cloth or cof-
fee filter

2 Purify the water by doing one of 
the following (both, if possible)

Boil at a rolling rate for at least three 
minutes.

Add 16 drops of regular household 
liquid bleach that contains 5.25 or 6.0 per-
cent sodium hypochlorite as the active in-
gredient, to one gallon of water. Let stand 
for 30 minutes. If water smells slightly of 
bleach, it is safe for use. If not, repeat the 
process. If the water still does not smell of 
bleach, discard it and find another source 
of water.

Important Numbers 
Police: Emergencies Only 
Marsh Harbour - 911 or 367-3437
Cooper’s Town - 365-0002 or 365-

0004
Fox Town - 365-2111 or 365-2117
Green Turtle Cay - 365-4133
Hope Town – 366-0667
Man-O-War – 365-6911
Treasure Cay – 365-8048
Sandy Point – 366-4044

Environmental Health: 699-0032
Ministry of Works: 367-5227
Red Cross: 475-6558
BEC: 367-2727
BTC: 367-2200

Hurricane Issue 2014
Hurricane               From Page 15
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8 with a party in the park. Administrator 
Smith was glad to see a good turnout for 
this celebration and felt that independence 
enthusiasm is “growing day by day.” 

Frank Hepburn, who was the MC 
for the evening, welcomed everyone to the 
celebration, which he said was sure to be 
action packed. 

Hepburn asked Pastor James Wil-
liams to open with a prayer. Administrator 
Smith then welcomed everyone and read 
the independence message from the Gover-
nor General. The chairpersons for the dis-
tricts in the South introduced their board 
members for the next three-year period and 
Chief Councillor, Sean Roberts, presented 
the councilors for the South.

Entertainment at Crossing Rocks be-
gan with a performance of the song 'Cel-
ebration' by a large group of young people 
from the Crossing Rocks community. Fol-
lowing that performance was the highlight 
of the evening, which everyone had been 
waiting for, the parading of the Royal Ba-
hamas Police Force Band up and down a 
section of the community’s central street. 

This was a history making perfor-
mance on Abaco, because for the first time 
the Police Force Band was joined by mem-
bers of the Defense Force Band and the 
Prison Officers Band. This was also a very 
special occasion for the Crossing Rocks 
community since the Royal Bahamas Po-

South Abaco
South                       From Page 10 lice Force Band had only ever performed 

there once before many, many years ago.
The band was directed by Inspector 

Seldon Adderley and led by Drum Major 
Cpl 2842 Antoine Knowles, both of the 
Royal Bahamas Police Force. They opened 
the parade, with fanfare, to “Independence 
Bahamas” and included other favourites 
such as “Abaco Tiger” and “Raise your 
Flag.” 

Each year the drummers are usually 
featured in a special display and this year 
was no exception. At one point the three 
side drummers, each representing one of 
the three different uniformed bands, came 
forward, knelt on the ground, and instead 
of the usual display of dexterity with sticks, 
they gave a bongo drumming demonstra-
tion which the audience enjoyed.

Following the street parade, the band 
marched up to the flagpole on the school 
grounds where they played the patriotic 
hymn “I vow to thee my country.” Dur-
ing the hymn the flag was hoisted up the 
flagpole by Sgt 331 Christopher Moss. The 
audience then sang the National Anthem 
and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

After the formalities were over, the 
band led everyone in singing “Happy 
Birthday Bahamas”. Festivities continued 
throughout the evening with people enjoy-
ing the delicious array of foods that were 
on sale.

By Lee Pinder
The Epworth Methodist Chapel con-

tinued its long-standing tradition of hold-
ing an old-fashioned Missionary Auction 
on June 29 in Cherokee Sound.

The chapel’s missionary boat, “The 
John Wesley,” is the last surviving one in 
the Abacos, and dates back over 115 years. 

Cherokee holds Old-Fashioned 
Missionary Meeting Fundraiser

Above: Jim Bethel, Chairman of the church board, holding up an item for auction.

This boat was once used to go around the 
settlement and collect items for the auction. 
Today, however, it’s only in attendance to 
remind attendees of the past.

Despite being briefly side-tracked by 

Please see Missionary     Page  20
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Two Locations to 
            Better Serve You!

Marsh Harbour Pharmacy
Mon-Sat: 8:30 - 6pm & Sun: 9am-4pm
Ph: 242-367-2544   Fax: 242-367-6544

Treasure Cay Pharmacy
Mon-Sat: 9am - 5pm 

Ph: 242-365-8061  Fax: 242-365-8062

      Perscriptions     Vitamins     Supplements      
      Glucose & Cholesterol Testing 
      Health & Beauty Supplies     
      Accepts all Major Insurance Plans
      Accepts National Prescription Drug Cards
      Accepts US Perscriptions

Fast and reliable service!

www.abacoislandpharmacy.com
E-mail: abacoislanpharmacy@gmail.com

Abaco 
Marine Props

Propellers Reconditioned 
& Rehubbed

Brass     Stainless     Aluminum

Sandblasting & Marine Grade 
Welding on Stainless & Aluminum

Across the Street from Abaco Outboards 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Ph: 242-367-4276    Fax: 242-367-4259

Certified Propeller Repair Technician
The ONLY NNPA Techncian in The Bahamas 

some light rain, it did not slow down the 
proceedings, and it was business as usual.

As in the past, the auction included 
items such as conch fritters, conch salad, 
homemade jelly, coconut ice cream, lots 
of fudge, as well as some pineapple tarts, 
lemon meringue pies, local harvested 
honey from Wildfire Farms, cane syrup, 
guava jam (that went for $120) and pickled 
onions. 

Locally grown items included a 10-
foot tall Haden Mango tree, three large 
watermelons, and a vast array of other 
fruits and vegetables that helped to excite 
the bidders. 

There was also a variety of additional 
items donated such as a flat-screen televi-
sion, a microwave, original paintings, a 
pair of framed locally taken photos, and a 
handcrafted dingy skeleton (built by a local 
carpenter).

Patrick Bethel acted as the auction-
eer, as he often does, but had assistance 
from Jim Bethel, Chairman of the church 
board, and a new budding auctioneer, 
11-year-old Emily Kemp. Kemp was able 
to extract some fairly high bids out of those 
in attendance.

Record prices were paid for some of 
the items like $50 for a cup of conch salad 
or homemade ice cream. 

Any money made from the auc-
tion, church collection, and church mem-
ber’s missionary banks will determine the 
churches charitable outreach programs for 
the coming year, as well as helping to pay 
off their financial burden on the recently 
completed church renovations.

The Minister, Reverend Marie Neil-
ly, and members of the Church Board 
would like to thank all those who donated 
or helped to make this missionary weekend 
a success.

South Abaco
Missionary            From Page 17 Independence 

celebrations held at 
Cherokee Sound

By Jennifer Hudson
The settlement of Cherokee Sound 

wished everyone a happy 41st Indepen-
dence at their flag raising ceremony at noon 
on July 10. A large number of people from 
Cherokee Sound and other settlements of 
South Abaco gathered under the shade of 
the almond tree, in the center of the settle-
ment, for the festivities.

Moderator, Jackie Estevez, Chair-
woman for the Cherokee Sound, Casuarina 
Point and Bahama Palm Shores District, 
invited everyone to celebrate togetherness 
and celebrate our culture by putting God 
first in our lives.

Following an invocation, Estevez 
thanked the special guests and speakers, 
Member of Parliament for South Abaco, 
Edison Key, and Administrator for South 
Abaco, Lavon Harris Smith, and also in-
troduced the new South Abaco local board 
members. 

Estevez described Mr. Key as a man 
of caring and compassion for the commu-
nity, and the Administrator as a person 
who is humble, caring, understanding, and 
supportive.

The Chairwoman also recognized 
Kenneth Albury of Cherokee Sound, who 
had just retired from local government af-
ter serving the area well for 18 years and 
fulfilling the needs of the community.

"The mandate of our government for 
this year's independence is to celebrate our 
culture, but what is it and when did it be-
gin?" asked Estevez. "It began many years 
before Independence when our forefathers 
saw the value of the Supreme Being above. 
When the Lord is in our lives we pass on 
love and peace to others. Can peace begin 
within us?" she asked. "Let us bind hands 
together for another 41 years of freedom 
and let our district be an example to others 
so that others will want to celebrate our 
culture."

Administrator Smith expressed her 
pleasure at celebrating 41 years of inde-
pendence, and cast her mind back to 1973 
at Clifford Park when she was a girl guide 
at Government High School and watched 
the Union Jack come down at 11:55 PM 
and the Bahamian flag go up. She stated 
that this year in the government's focus on 
culture and many icons were highlighted. 
However, she stated that she is saddened 
by the fact that these days culture is lacking 
in ethics and morals. 

"Television and cellphones have tak-
en over everything and are causing us to 
lose our culture and morals. Neighbours 
do not speak to neighbours and we need to 
get back to being each other's keeper. This 
is the only way our country can move on," 
she stated.

She encouraged all the citizens of 
South Abaco to continue to express love to 
each other and be role models to the chil-
dren and to strive for excellence. 

“Remember who you are and where 
you are and keep Almighty God as number 
one," she said in closing.

Member of Parliament Edison Key 
stated how delighted he was to be pres-
ent at this special occasion and then cast 

his mind back over his 30 years in Parlia-
ment. He stated that he has seen lots of 
improvements in Cherokee over the years 
and thanked God for all the blessings of the 
past 41 years. 

"We have to move the country to a 
higher level and we need to settle our po-
litical differences; we have a long way to 
go," he stated.

Reverend Marie Neely, Pastor of 
the Epworth Chapel in Cherokee Sound, 
closed the ceremony in prayer. Persons 
then moved over to the flagpole where ev-
eryone joined in the singing of the National 
Anthem while the flag was raised by Police 
Officer Higgs, who is stationed in Sandy 
Point, and whose job it is to protect the 
people of South Abaco.

People then stayed for a time of so-
cialization under the almond tree while en-
joying a lunch of hot dogs and hamburgers. 
A group of adults and children had a fun 
time learning to plait the Maypole, which 
they hope to have perfected before their 
Cherokee Day in October.

Above: residents “plait the maypole” in 
Cherokee during Independence Celebra-
tions.

MARSH HARBOUR 
BOATYARDS LTD

•	 Full	Service	Yard
•	 Marine	Store	on	Site
•	 Gasoline	and	Diesel	Fueling	Station

•	 Boat	Hauling/Storage	with	85	ton	Acme	Marine	Hoist
•	 Small	Boat	Hauling/Storage	by	Hydraulic	Trailer
•	 Bottom	Painting,	Maintenance	and	repair
•	 Running	Gear	and	Engine	Repair
•	 Yanmar	Engines	Parts	and	Repairs
•	 Small	Boat	Dockage
•	 Someone	on	Site	24/7
•	 Only	5-10	Minutes	from	Airport

Centrally	and	conveniently	located
in	Marsh	Harbour,	Abaco

For	more	information	please	visit	us	at	
www.mhby.com	

Phone 242 367-5205  Fax 242 367-5206
Email: info@mhby.com

Warehouse Space for Rent
Additional Dock Slips Now Available
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By Ken Carroll
July 15, 2014, marks one year 

since the Urban Renewal 2.0 Crown Ha-
ven Community Center opened its doors. 
Deputy Director Michelle Reckley, and a 
contingent from the Urban Renewal 2.0 
Center Office – Freeport, Grand Bahama 
(Omes Lightbourne, Kylon Vincent and 
Anthony Vega) paid a courtesy call on the 
North Abaco center to evaluate the work of 
those employed at the center. 

Arriving at the ferry dock, The Dep-
uty Director and her team were greeted by 
Urban Renewal Crown Haven Community 
Center manager – Bishop Ken Carroll and 
the recording office clerk –  Ellamae Rus-
sell. Also present was the president of the 
Clean Up Committee (Cleanliness Next to 
Godliness) of Cedar Harbour - Gwendolyn 
Bain, Local Government Chairperson of 
North Abaco - Sandralee Parker, Police 
Officer  - Corporal Garvin Mackey, Senior 
Pastor - Ezekiel McIntosh of Wood Cay 
and Annamae Russell of Crown Haven. 

Many others also came out to wel-
come Mrs. Reckley and team to the island.

The highlight of her visit was deliver-
ing the funds and some materials to con-
tractor, Mr. Calvin Parker, who has been 
assigned to renovate the building that Ur-
ban Renewal 2.0 is now in. Mrs. Reckley 
was able to meet the contractor and spoke 
with him in person, giving him specific in-
structions and the time limit she wanted the 
building completed in. 

He was given the okay to start im-
mediately. Today the work is in progress 
as the funding was distributed to start the 
work.

During her visit to Crown Haven she 
was able to view some of the programs that 
have been started, such as the Crown Hav-
en Clean up Committee. She also met with 
a few other residents such as Senior Pastor 
Ezekiel McIntosh of Wood Cay and Ms. 
Annamae Russell - one of the most senior 
residents of Crown Haven. 

Also within the time, Mrs. Reck-
ley was able to speak briefly to the newly 
elected Chairman of Local Government 
– Sandralee Parker, and the President of 
Urban Renewal- Cedar Harbour Clean up 
Committee, Gwendolyn Bain, enlightening 
them more of the program and what it con-
sists of. 

She also met with some of the men 
of The Men’s Fellowship of Zion Baptist 
Church in Fox Town, one of Urban Re-
newal’s partnering churches. They were all 
elated to speak with her. An hour later she 
was joined by two of Dundas Town Urban 
Renewal 2.0 Community Staff - Mrs. Er-
nestine Albury and Mrs. Sandy Bootle.

During the remainder of their time 
at the Center, Mrs. Reckley stressed how 

North Abaco

Left to right: Gwendolyn Bain, Ellamae Russell, Anthony Vega, Mrs. Michelle Reckley, 
Annamae Russell, Bishop Ken Carroll, Omes Lightbourne, Pastor Zike McIntosh, San-
dralee Parker

Crown Haven Urban Renewal celebrates one year

very impressed and pleased they were as to 
how the red carpet was rolled out for them. 
Bishop Carroll – Center Manager - pointed 
out, saying, “This is what we are all about, 
putting people first and making them feel at 
home, as we at the Centre were happy to 
have them during our Urban Renewal 2.0, 
one year anniversary.”

North Abaco celebrates 
Independence

By Ken Carroll
As The Bahamas celebrated its 41st 

birthday, residents of North Abaco came 
together on July 8 to celebrate this mile-
stone and give thanks to God at the Inde-
pendence church service held at Zion Bap-
tist Church in Fox Town.

This year’s commemoration paid 
tribute to those who have paved the way 
and others who have contributed to making 
the North Abaco district a place of peace 
and brotherly love. Pastor Daniel Curry, 
in his dramatic approach to the podium, 
revealed to the congregation that it was the 
grace and mercy of God that have brought 
the community as far as it is today. Pastor 
Curry opened with song while attendees 
joined in singing. Soon after, the National 
Pledge was recited.

Two young adults from North Abaco 
read messages from Dame Marguerite Pin-
dling, the newly appointed Governor-Gen-
eral, and Prime Minister Rt. Hon. Perry 
G. Christie. These messages focused on 
great achievements for the country, as well 
as major institutions that played a role in 
this independence anniversary.

As the evening progressed, four 
Praise dancers did a dance tribute to the 
rhythm of the song “Dis We Bahamian.” 

Honourees of the celebration were 
Lillian Parker, Marjorie Baillou, Vivian 
Cornish, Adeline McIntosh, Dorcas Mills, 
Anne Albury, Wilfred Curry, Theophilus 
Rolle, Norwood McDermott, Eric Col-
lie, Ann Bootle, Mrytis Russell, Vivian 
Cooper, Genevieve Russell, James Edge-
combe, Fletcher McIntosh, and Everette 
Pinder. Pastors that were honored include 
Tyrone Mills, Daniel Curry, Samuel Mills 
and Elon McIntosh. The honorees were 
characterized in five areas – community 
builders, education, administration, busi-
ness, and religion. A special award was 
given to Gary Smith.

Several public figures followed with 
speeches.

The Vice-President of the Abaco 
Christian Council, Pastor Cedric Bullard, 
seemed elated to speak on the growth of 
The Bahamas and how it has become well-
known as a major tourist attraction.

Neil Campbell, North Abaco District 
Administrator, left a message with the au-
dience to “keep unity alive.” 

Renardo Curry, M.P. for North 
Abaco, reflected on the accomplishments 
of these 41 years of independence. Curry 
pointed out that the honorees being recog-
nized were the innermost people, whose 
values help maintain such goals as nation 
builders. He concluded and encouraged the 
congregation to “keep on looking upward, 
onward, and going forward together in 
peace, love, and unity.” 

Charmaine Cornish, the Indepen-
dence Committee Chairperson, spoke and 
focused on “the peace of The Bahamas 
which is characterized by the lack of vio-
lence and the love of each other not based 
on opinions, but rooted in our heritage as 
a nation, as we celebrate our 41st Indepen-

Above: At the Independence ceremony, Mother Dorcus Mills was given a special honour 
as a “community builder” of Wood Cay

dence.”
Steve Pedican, the new local Govern-

ment District Council, stressed that these 
41 years of Independence are evidence of 
our growth as a nation. Pedican added that 
the success we see here today is the se-
quence of our achievements as Bahamians.

The Keynote speaker, Pastor Her-
bert Edgecombe, told the audience that the 
word of God positions us in the direction 
of prevailing shift.

Without hesitation, the 41st Inde-
pendence Day cake was brought into the 
church by Charmaine Cornish. Hon. Re-
nardo Curry, Steve Pedican, and Rev. Al-
lan Mills cut the cake while the residents 
gathered around and sang “Happy Birth-
day Bahamas.” 
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings

Abaco Cottage                     114 hse          366-0576 
Abaco Vacation Planner +      25 hse           367-3529

Casuarina Point
Sea Grape/Coco Plum              2 Units        367-2107

Cherokee
Lee Pinder  3 hse    366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages       366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place    352-5458

Green Turtle Cay 
Abaco Breeze 13 hse           577-4570
Bluff House Club 12 units  365-4200
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott    800-752-0166
Green Turtle Club 35 rm  365-4271
Island Properties  34 hse   365-4047
Leeward Yacht Club         5 hse        365-4191
Ocean Blue Properties  34 hse  365-4636
Other Shore Club   365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott   365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana   11 hse  365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott.  365-5137
Guana Sunset Beach 13 units   365-5133 
Ocean Frontier            6 cott 519-389-4846      
Ward’s Landing 4 units   904-982-2762
Ruth Sands  9 hse  365-5140

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm   366-0133
Crystal Villas 5 villas   321-452-0164
Elbow Cay Prop                       53 hse    366-0035
Firefly Resort                7 villas       366-0145
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm    366 0095
Hope T Hideaways       63 hse    366-0224
Hope Town Inn        6 rm 4 Villas 3 Suites     366-0003
Hope T Villas  3 hse   366-0266

Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott   366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages  4 hse    366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas   366-0065
Tanny Key  43 hse   366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas   366-0557

Lubbers’ Quarters Cay
Lubbers’ Landing    4 villas      577-2000

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals       2 hse     365-6048
Waterway Rentals        14 hse           365-6143     

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate      6 hse  367-2719
Abaco Towns 16 apts 367-0148
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
Living Easy  16 hse 367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas  32 apts 577-6764
HG Christie    11 hse 367-4151

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefishing   10 rm   800-628-1447

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Abaco Estate Services  Mult hse 365-8752
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Brigantine Bay Villas 5 units   877-786-8455
Treasure Cay Resort   95 rms  365-8801

Turtle Rock
Villas at Palmetto Beach 3 villas  262-820-1900

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
www.abaconian.com   www.abacoinet.com    www.abacocottage.com

www.abacos.com   www.oii.net   www.bahamas.com

Hope Town..cont
There & Back.....Again
EFFECTIVE: March, 2014

Ph: 242-367-0290         Fax: 242-367-0291

REGULAR FERRY SCHEDULE
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town

20 minute ride
7:15am / 9:00am / 10:30am /12:15pm 2:00pm

4:00pm / 5:45pm

Hope Town to Marsh Harbour
8:00am / 9:45am / 11:30am /1:30pm 3:00pm

4:00pm / 5:00pm / 6:30pm

Marsh Harbour to Man-O-War
20 minute ride

7:15 / 9:00am / 11:00pm / 12:15pm 
4:00pm / 5:45pm

Man-O-War to Marsh Harbour 
8:00am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm / 5:00pm

Marsh Harbour to Scotland/Guana Cay
30 minute ride

6:45am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm 5:45pm

Scotland/Guana Cay to Marsh Harbour
8:am / 11:30am / 2:30pm / 4:45pm / 6:30pm

Any stops outside the main harbour will be a
minimum charge of two persons. Two persons or over

will remain at regular charge.
During the month of August through December there 

are some adjustments made to the schedule.
You are advised to contact the office for any changes.

REGULAR FERRY FARES
One Way: $17.00

Round Trip - Open Return: $27.00
Children 6-11: Half Price

Children 5 and under: Free
Hope Town and Man-O-War ferries depart from

the Ferry Dock at Crossing Beach. 
Guana /Scotland Cay depart from the Conch Inn.

Prices subject to change without notice.

Albury’s Ferry Service

“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years

And Much More...
Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 
www.lbtmarine.com

bthompson@lbtmarine.com
Cell: 242-357-6532

Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

North Abaco

By Canishka Alexander
On July 27, Bahamian Brewery & 

Beverage Co. (BBB) held its 2nd Annual 
Sands Man in the Boat Sculling Champion-
ship on Treasure Cay Public Beach.

The event began at noon with fun 
and entertainment, and the sculling races 
kicked off at 5 p.m. Sands Beer offered 
all day beer specials, delicious Bahamian 
cuisine and live entertainment with MC 
Frankie Fleuridor and guest artist Geno D 
and New Entry Band in attendance.

This year, there were many partici-
pants, and in the women’s competition, 
Gwen Baillou from Blackwood captured 
the winning title. The men put up a good 
fight keeping their balance and getting into 
the rhythm of sculling to steer their boats 
around the buoy and back to the shoreline.

In the midst of the competition, some 
of the participants went far off course, and 
had to be towed back in, some came close 
to falling overboard, and there were some 
minor collisions – all in the name of enjoy-
ing this popular Bahamian tradition. The 
crowd was a tough one - erupting into rau-
cous laughter each time there was a mis-
hap.

23 Central Abaco Blackouts Since June 12

Summer Blackout 
Count

8 Since Last Issue (July 10)

We keep track of only the Central Abaco blackouts. This is not a comprehen-
sive count since keeping track of all the outages in the Cays and far North and 

South would be near impossible in the current state of power supply.

Quotes of the week: 
“I guess we can’t expect power if the lines are wet.”
“BEC’s just reminding us how we lived 41 years ago for Inde-
pendence Day”

Bahamian Brewery holds 2nd Annual Sands 
Boat Sculling Championship on Abaco 

While all participants received a case 
of beer for their efforts, the top three win-
ners were: Skeeter Rolle in first; Fernley 
Cox, second; and Thomas Kelly, third. All 
three received trophies, Rolle was awarded 
10 cases of Sands beer, eight cases went to 
Cox; and Kelly received six cases. Rolle 
will also travel to Nassau in November to 
compete in the Sands Man in the Boat Na-
tional Sculling Championship.

Last year, Bahamian Brewery and 
Beverage Co. made a generous donation 
of computers to the Cooper’s Town Town-
ship Library and Community Lab. 

Above: Skeeter Rolle who placed first in the sculling race.
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Dive Shops
Dive Abaco  Since1978, Marsh Harbour.................................. 367-2787
Dive Time, Man-O-War............................................................365-6235
Froggies, Hope Town.............................................................. 366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay.........................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay......................................... 365-4411
Dive Guana............................................................... 365-5178

Golf  Car ts  •  Bikes & S cooters  •  Boats
Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................................. 367-2655
Abaco Dorado Boat Rentals .............................. 367-1035
Bargain Car Rentals .......................................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................................... 367-3910
Cruise Abaco Sailboat Rentals .......................... 577-0148
Quality Star Car Rentals .................................... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals ...................................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars .................. 367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals  .......................................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  .................................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals ......................................... 367-4887
The Moorings Boat Rentals ............................. .367-4000
U-Save Auto Rental...........................................699-3346

Green Turtle Cay
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental .................. 365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4311
Cruising Cart Rentals ........................................ 365-4065
D & P Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals ....................................... 365-4119
Harbour View Golf Carts....................................365-4411
Kool Karts ........................................................ 365-4176
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................................ 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals ............................................ 365-4259

Guana Cay
Albury’s Property Management, Cart Rentals  .. 365-5175
Dive Guana Boats, Golf Carts & Bikes ................ 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ..................................... 365-5175

Lubbers Quarters
Cruise Abaco .............................................321-220-8796

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals.................................. 365-6502
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals ................................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ................357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................................... 366-0380
Elbow Cay Cart ................................................. 366-0530
Hope Town Cart Rentals  .................................. 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  .......................................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals .............................. 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................................ 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  ............................. 365-8749
Blue Marlin Golf Cart Rentals. .......................... 365-8687
Cash’s Carts ...................................................... 365-8771
Cornish Car Rentals .......................................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................................... 365-8582
Triple J Car Rentals ........................................... 365-8761
Wendal’s Bicycle Rentals...................................365-8687

Schooner Bay
T’s Carts............................................................557-1015
DSB Bike Rentals...............................................376-9858 

Bonefish Guides

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper

Marsh Harbour/Murphy/Dundas
Abaco Pizza. ................................$ .................. 367-4488
Anglers ...................................$$$ .................. 367-2158
Back 2 Da Island.........................$....................367-0150
Casiah’s.......................................$................... 367-0514
Curly Tails  ...............................$$$ .................. 367-4444
Foxie’s Pizza................................$................... 367-2058
Golden Grouper .........................$$ .................. 367-2301
Island Family Rest .....................$$ .................. 367-3778
Java Coffee House .......................$ .................. 367-5523
Jamie’s Place .............................$$ .................. 367-2880
Junovia’s.....................................$$..................367-1271
Jib Room  ..................................$$ .................. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............$ .................. 367-2615
Mangoes .................................$$$ .................. 367-2366
Oasis ..........................................$$................. 699-4000
Rumrunners...............................$$.................. 367-0171
Snack Shack  ...............................$ .................. 367-4005
Snappas ....................................$$ .................. 367-2278
Wallys  ....................................$$$ .................. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   ..............................$$$ .................. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks ................................$$ .................. 366-0247
Firefly.......................................$$$................. 366-0145        
Harbour’s Edge ......................... $$ .................. 366-0087
H T Coffee House (B & L) ..............$ .................. 366-0760
HT Inn & Marina.........................$$.................  366-0003
H T Harbour Lodge  ..................$$$ .................. 366-0095
Munchies ....................................$ .................. 366-0423
OnDa Beach ..............................$$ .................. 366-0558
PapanastyBBQ...........................$$.................. 366-0654
Sea Spray ‡ ...............................$$ .................. 366-0065
Sugar Shack + ............................$ .................. 366-0788

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub ..................................$$ .................. 577-5487

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s .................................$$ .................. 366-3139

Man-O-War
Islander’s Seaside Rest ................$ .................. 365-6380
Dock’n Dine .................................$ .................. 365-6139
Island Treats Snack Bar ................$ .................. 365-6501

 Guana Cay
Grabbers ...................................$$ .................. 365-5133
Nippers .....................................$$  ................. 365-5143
Orchid Bay ...............................$$$ .................. 365-5175

Treasure Cay

Bahama Beach Club.................$$$...................365-8500

Coco Beach Bar & Grill. ..............$$ .................. 365-8470
Creative Hands Bakery.................$...................365-8153
Florence’s Cafe .............................$ ................. .365-8185
Spinnaker Restaurant  .............$$$ .................. 365-8469
Touch of Class   ........................$$$ .................. 365-8195
Treasure Sands Club ................$$$ ................. .365-9385

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House .............................$$$ .................. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro ......................$$ .................. 365-4247
Green Turtle Club  ....................$$$ .................. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill ...................$$ .................. 365-4389
Lizard Bar & Grill........................$$...................365-4191
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ..............$$ .................. 365-4625
Miss Emily’s Restaurant .............$$ .................. 365-4181
New Plymouth Inn ....................$$ .................. 365-4161
Pineapple Restaurant Bar & Grill $$ ................. 365-4039
Plymouth Rock Cfe ....................$$ .................. 365-4234
Shorties Take-a-Way...................$$..................365-4342
Sundowners ..............................$$ ................ ..365-4060
The Wreaking Tree.....................$$...................365-5263

Sandy Point
Nancy’s......................................$$ .................. 366-4120

Schooner Bay
The Blackfly Lodge ..................$$$ .................. 376-0321
The Red Marlin Bistro...............$$....................426-5440
Judy Mae’s Kitchen....................$.....................475-7626
Beach Cabana Bar......................$.....................376-9858

Emergency Services
Emergancy Medical Services (Ambulance)                         367-2911
Police - Marsh Harbour 367-3437  •      911
Police - Hope Town                                                                    366-0667 
Police - Man-O-War                                                                   365-6911
Police - Treasure Cay                                                                  365-8048
Police - Green Turtle Cay                                                          365-4550
B. Electricity Corp 367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage 475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour 367-2000   
Fire -Hope Town    VHF Ch 16   •  Fire - Green Turtle Cay  475-1768 
Fire  - Man-O-War 365-4019
Treasure Cay Fire & Rescue 365-9111
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue......Marine VHF 16...............366-0282
Hope Town      366-0549         Marsh Harbour    367-3752  
Guana Cay       365-5178        Treasure Cay         365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine, M.H ......................................367-2295
Abaco Medi-Center, M.H.............................................367-9999 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic, M.H ........................367-0020
Chiropractor-Dr. Lewis, M.H........................................367-0020
Chiropractor-Michael Hendley, D.C....242-439-0768...367-0020
Corbett Clinic, Treasure Cay  ........................................365-8288
Integrated Medical Center ..........................................367-1304
                      Emergency ...............................................458-1234
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ...................................367-0050
Government Clinic,  Marsh Harbour ...........................367-2510
Government Clinic, Cooper‘s Town .............................365-0300
Government Clinic, Green Turtle Cay ..........................365-4028
Government Clinic, Hope Town  ..................................366-0108
Government Clinic, Sandy Point .................................366-4010
Kidney Centre, Marsh Harbour....................................367-3310
Out Island Chiropractor...............................................367-2584

Abaco Marinas -  Slips -  Fuel - Phone
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ....................... 38 .........F ................365-4247
Green Turtle Club  .............. 40 .........F ................365-4271
Black Sound Marina .......... 15 ............................365-4531
Other Shore Club ............... 15 .........F ................365-4226
Abaco Yacht Service........... 10 .........F ................365-4033
Leeward Yacht Club............ 26............................365-4191

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina........ ..150......... F............... ..365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  .......... 28 .........F .................365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina ...... 192 .........F .................367-2158
Conch Inn .......................... 72. .........F.................367-4000
Harbour View Marina ........ 40 .........F  ................367-2182
Mangoes Marina ............... 29 ........... .................367-4255
Marsh Harbour Marina ...... 62 .........F .................367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina ............ 62 ............................ 366-0003
Lighthouse Marina .............. 6 .........F ................366-0154
Sea Spray .......................... 60 .........F ................366-0065

South Abaco
Schooner Bay .................... 15 .........F ................475-7626

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ........... 40 .........F ................365-0083

Guana Cay
Bakers Bay Marina .......... 158 ........... ................365-5802
Guana Hide-aways ............ 37 ........... ................365-5070 
Orchid Bay ......................... 66  ........F ................365-5175
Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ...........................367-2266
AirGate Aviation - New Smyrna Beah.......................1-386-478-0600
American Eagle - Miami  .....................................................367-2231
                                      US Reservation..............................1-800-433-7300
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud .............................367-2095
Craig Air - Jacksonville...........................................................367-3522
Island Wings - Ft. Lauderdale.....................................1-954-274-6214
Regional - Freeport...............................................................367-0446
Silver Airline - Orlando, Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ............367-3415
                                US Reservation...................................1-800-231-0856
Sky Bahamas - Nassau .........................................................367-0996 
                                 Reservation.......................................1-242-377-8993 
Western Air - Nassau  ...........................................................367-3722 

Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Cherokee Air Charters .........................................................367-1920

Taxi Cab Fares one or two passengers 
Extra $3 for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:   Effective Dec 08
Clinic, Downtown, Stop Light,    ........................................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore close, Ferry  ........................................$15
Spring City ........................................................................................$15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch  .............................$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ..........................................................$20
Snake Cay  ........................................................................................$35
Casuarina Point.................................................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour .............................................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .........................................................................$90
Crossing Rocks ................................................................................$105
Sandy Point  ...................................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Airport, G Turtle ferry ...................................................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$85
Fox Town  ........................................................................................$165
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ................................................. $ 10 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern  ..........................................$10

Wait time $0.40 per minute, Hourly rate $40 per hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage $0.75 each over two, large bags $1 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective Dec 08
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ...............................................................$10
Madeira Park ....................................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ......................................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$45
Black Wood  ......................................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ...............................................................$40
Cedar Harbour  .................................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .........................................................................................$70
Mount Hope ....................................................................................  $80
Fox Town  ..........................................................................................$85
Crown Haven  ...................................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  .....................................................................$80

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ..............................................$80

Treasure Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour ................................................$85
Treasure Cay Hotel to Green Turtle Ferry ...........................................$25
Treasure Cay Hotel to Blue Hole ........................................................$30

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum ................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits ..Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden ....................  Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum .................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Lighthouse .......................................Hope Town
Swim Mermaid Reef off Marsh Harbour ........ Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole ...........Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry ...................... Little Harbour
Man-O-War Heritage Museum...................Man-O-War Cay
Man-O-War Boatyards .............................. Man-O-War Cay
Hole-in- Wall lighthouse -very rough road......South Abaco
Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need guide...North Abaco  
Blackwood blue hole & sisal mill......................North Abaco
Abaco wild horses by appointment..................... 367-4805 
Bird watching - ask tourism.................................367-3067

Beaches
Pocket
Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour

Miles of beach (most exposed to ocean) 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more

www.theabaconian.com

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour>Hope Town 7:15am 9:00am 10:30am  12:15pm 2:00pm  4:00pm 5:45pm      
  Return: 8:00 am 9:45am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:30pm
Marsh Harbour>Man-O-War   7.15am   9am       11am     12:15pm      4pm     5:45pm  
 Return: 8:00am 10:30am 1:30pm 3:30pm      5:00pm  
Marsh H.>Guana Cay/Scotland cay. From Conch Inn: 
                   (6:45am - Union Jack Dock) 10:30am  1:30pm  3:30pm 5:45pm
         Return: 8 am 11:30am 2:30pm 4:45pm 6:30pm         
Fare  • Adult prepaid one way $17 / open return $27,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free (Phone after hours 359-6861) 
Note: During the month of August through December there are some adjustments made to the schedule. You are 
advised to contact the office for the changes. 

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128  • VHF Ch 16 •  Ten minute ride
T Cay Airport>Green T Cay 8:30am 10:30am 11:30am 1:30pm 2:30pm 3:30pm 4:30pm*    
5:00pm
                   Return:        8am    9am 11am 12:15pm   1:30pm 3:00pm 4:30pm* * 
* Note: 4:30 pm trip to GTC not on Sundays                         ** Note: 4:30 pm trip will be made from New Plymouth only
New Plymouth :One way adult $12 (Children $7) • Round trip $17 (Children $10) • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749 or 375-8123   VHF Ch 16 Charters Available
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday departs 11:00am & returns 3:30 p.m. $50 Round Trip
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Saturday departs 9:30 am,  $60 Round Trip

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah.  Daily       7:00 am    &     2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return  Daily                       8:30 am    &     4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries  Winter Schedule only (Jan 3rd to Apr 15th, 2014)
Mon & Wed: Dep Nassau 2 pm...Arrive S. Abaco 8 pm... Dep S. Abaco 9 pm. Tue & Thu: Arrive Freeport 
6 am...Dep Freeport 4:30 pm. Wed & Fri: Arrive S. Abaco 1:30 am...Dep S. Abaco 2:30 am...Arrive Nassau 
8:30 am.  Call Abaco Agent: 225-0741 or Nassau Office  242-323-2166 for rates.

Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 30 minutes

Marsh Harbour cont...
Terrance Davis ..........375-8550
Buddy Pinder ............366-2163
Justin Sands .............359-6890
Danny Sawyer ..........367-3577
Jay Sawyer ...............367-3941
Abaco Lodge..............577-1747

North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ...477-5037
Edward Rolle ............365-0024
Pedro Thurston .........365-2405

Sandy Point
Valantino Adderley ....366-4323
Anthony Bain ............366-4107
Rickmon’s.........366-4139/4477
Pete’s Guest House...366-4119
Patrick Roberts..........366-4285

Treasure Cay
Capt. Joe Pritchard ...559-9117
Carey McKenzie.........365-8313

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury ............... 366-3058

Cherokee 
Donnie Lowe................366-2275
Maxwell Sawyer............366-3058
Marty Sawyer ............ ..366-2115
Randy Sawyer ............ 366-2284
Will Sawyer ................. 366-2177

Crossing Rocks
Tony Russell ............... 366-3259

Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer ................ 365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer ........... 357-6667

Hope Town
Maitland Lowe ............ 366-0234
Tom Albury .................. 366-3141

Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ................375-8068
Sidney Albury............... 477-5996
Richard Albury ............577-0313Dental Services

Agape Family Dental, Marsh Harbour..........................367-4355
Abaco Dental Asso......................................................367-0164
Diamante Dental, Marsh Harbour................................367-4968
Man O War Dental Clinic..............................................365-6508

Pharmacy
Abaco Island Pharmacy, Marsh Harbour......................367-2544
                                               Treasure Cay..........................365-8061
Chemist shoppe, Marsh Harbour.................................367-3106

Veterinary
Caribbean Veterinary Centre, Marsh Harbour..............367-3551
Island Veterinary Clinic, Marsh Harbour......................367-0062

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Bring errors & revisions to our attention
Revised  April 2014

All phones use area code 242 unless noted

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour.. .......... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 9 3 6
Abaco Neem • Marsh Harbour ..................... . . . . 3 6 7 - 4 1 1 7
Abaco’s Nature Adventure ........................... . . . . 5 7 7 - 0 0 0 4
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay ........................ . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 7 4 9
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay .................. . . . . 3 6 5 - 4 4 1 1
C & C Charters • Treasure Cay ....................... . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 5 0 6
Dive Abaco Since 1978 • Marsh Harbour ...... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 7 8 7
Excursion boat, Froggies • Hope Town ......... . . . . 3 6 6 - 0 0 2 4
DSB Eco-Adventures • Schooner Bay............ . . . . 3 7 6 - 9 8 5 8
The Great Abaco Express  Eco & Historical bus tours 
Call 367-2165 or 559-9160

Charter Fishing Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope Town.............................366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town.................................366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town........................366-0245
Down Deep...................................................366-3143
Local Boy......................................................366-0528 
Back Breaker................................................365-5140

Marsh Harbour:       
Abaco B each Resor t         
Snappas  Gr i l l  &  Chi l l      
Cur lytai ls                         
Mangoes  Restaurant        
Hope Town:                     
Abaco Inn
Cap’n  Jacks
H.T.  Harbour  Lodge
S ea Spray

Wi-Fi Hotspots
Green Turle Cay:  
S undowners       
McIntosh Restaurant     
Jo l ly  Roger  B ar  & Bistro                     
Leeward Yacht  Club
Bluff  House       
Guana Cay:                   
Guana Grabbers
Nipper ’s  B ar  & Gr i l l
M-O-W Cay: 
Man- O -War  Marina
Is lander ’s  Restaurant 
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By Timothy Roberts
Abaco, an island sur-

rounded by water in a warm 
climate, is no stranger to 
waterspouts and this year is 
no exception. Over the last 
month we have experienced 
above average thunderstorm 
activity and along with it 
waterspouts.

Boaters should be aware 
of the weather at all times 
and keep in mind that after-
noon thunderstorms can pop 
up very quickly and while 
not all thunderstorms will 
produce waterspouts, they 
are a possibility.

If you are at sea when 
one forms seek the nearest 
shelter away from the storm 
and get yourself and your 
family and friends to safety.

Waterspout activity increases 
during early summer months

Above: a waterspout spotted off of Crossing Beach. Photo by Captain Chris Knowles.

The Caribbean Islands 
Swimming Championships 
(CISC) was held this year in 
Barbados. Team Bahamas won 
forty six medals and came in 
fourth overall, beating teams 
from Aruba, Cuba, Bermuda, 
Jamaica and others. 

Four Abaconians swam with 
Team Bahamas at this year’s 
CISC: Miller Albury, Joshua 
Wong, Albury Higgs and Lilly 
Higgs. 

Miller Albury swam in the 
50m backstroke, 100m back-
stroke, 200m backstroke, 50m 
free, 100m free and in the re-
lays. 

Joshua Wong swam the 13-
14 year old Boys Relays, the 
50m breast, 100m breast

Albury Higgs, in the 13-14 
year old 100m breast and 50m 

Please see CISC                Page 7

Abaconians add to Team Bahamas’ CISC medal count

Above: the 13-14 Year Old Male and Female Relay Teams representing The Bahamas at this year’s Caribbean Islands Swimming 
Championships. The teams included Abaconians: Miller Albury (back far left), Joshua Wong (back second left), Albury Higgs (front 
far right) and Lilly Higgs (front far left.) The teams won a bronze and gold respectively.
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Abaco Real Estate

School & Youth News
Every Child Counts 

teachers participate in 
communications course 

By Jennifer Hudson
Ten teachers and teachers’ assistants 

at the Every Child Counts School gradu-
ated from a CAET Institute course on July 
26 following a period of intensive training 
over the past eight weekends. The CAET 
Institute (Communication Assistant Edu-
cation Training) course is designed “To 
educate and increase the knowledge and 
skill of persons working in the capacity of 
communications assistant to a designated 
speech and language pathologist. It is also 
designed to reduce the professional and 
service needs requirement gaps that exist 
between the significant prevalence of com-
munication disorders in the Bahamas and 
the amount of adequately trained and quali-
fied interventionists available.”  

Although some members of staff were 
unable to take this course since they were 
off-island, the teachers who did partici-
pate were, according to Mrs. Lynn Major, 
Principal of ECC, teachers of the younger 
children which is where the need lies most. 

"I am excited about this training as 
it is a way to offer language intervention 
strategies under the guidance and direction 
of communication specialist where there 
are none physically present. It is a service 
badly needed for students with disabili-
ties," stated Mrs. Major. She also com-
mented that this workshop had come at a 

good time since most of the older students 
have now graduated and the population of 
the school is much younger. The majority 
of students are 14 and under with half of 
these being under the age of 11 years.

The lectures were presented by Ms. 
Shameka Johnson, Ph.D. Professor in 
Speech and Language Pathology at How-
ard University. Ms. Johnson stated that 
this course was given as part of her private 
practice and that she has been pushing to 
come here for some time as a result of the 
charge given by the Prime Minister on dis-
abilities. 

It was the first time such a course 
has been conducted in The Bahamas. On 
the final day of the course guest speaker 
was Ms. Priti Haria, Assistant Professor, 
School of Education, Richard Stockton 
College, New Jersey, who focused on lit-
eracy and showed techniques and strategies 
to enhance literacy skills with special focus 
on reading. 

An extensive amount of information 
was given during the entire course and the 
lectures were interactive with hands-on ex-
perience.

Upon successful completion of the 
course each of the participants was pre-
sented with a certificate stating that they 
had completed 32 educational hours with 
the CAET Institute and were now recog-
nised as a Communication Assistant. These 
graduates will have input in restructuring 
the programs for when the school reopens 
in September

Ms. Nathalie Ramstar, teacher of the 

4-11 year-old age group stated that having 
completed the course she now feels better 
prepared to help the students. 

"It is always important to upgrade 
one’s skills and I feel that I have enhanced 
the skills I already had and learnt current 
methods of literacy especially regarding 
reading and communication issues. I feel 
that this very valuable course could also 
help children in regular schools," she stat-
ed.

Ms. Serena Hardy, who is a volun-

Above: Summer Owens, Vernie Simms and Julie Edgecombe holding their certificates. 
Standing with them in the front row: Priti Haria, Guest speaker, Lyn Major, Principal 
ECC, Shameka Johnson, Facilitator.

teer assistant teacher, was very enthusiastic 
about what she had learnt in the course and 
found that it had been very informative and 
enlightening. She has a son who attends 
ECC and she had already been using the 
practices at home and found that they have 
been very effective with her son.

The course was sponsored with a 
grant from the international Apex Founda-
tion and private individual companies with 
a commitment to improving the lives of 
children with special needs. 
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Customs Brokerage Service

Air & Sea

Import & Export Entries

Serving all Vessels from Foreign Ports

Queen Elizabeth Drive, 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

E-mail: abacocustoms@batelnet.bs
b

Tel: 242-367-2333    Fax 242-367-3136b

No job too big or small!!
With our professional line of trucks we can truck it all. 

Give us a call today & let us 
give you quality prompt service

Containers 20’, 40’, 45’ Flatbeds,
Flatracks & Piggyback Trucks

WE CAN HAUL IT ALL

Tel: 242-367-2976     VHF 16b

Located Near Town Dock, 
New Plymouth, Green Turtle Cay

Tel: (242) 365-4055

Sid’s Food Store
Groceries  Toiletries 

& Souvenirs
Serving New plymouth and the entire

Green Turtle Cay Area
     

 WIDE SELECTION 
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

. Fresh Fruits & Vegetables  

. Frozen Meat

.  Dry and Canned Goods

. Homemade Breads

CURRY’S FOOD STORE
Customer docking 
Homemade bread

Complete line of groceries
Frozen foods, fresh fruits & 

vegetables
Block & crushed ice

Green Turtle Cay
Ph. 242-365-4171 Fax 365-4072

Located on the harbour front

New Rehoboth’s 
Vacation Bible 

Camp focuses on 
life skills 

By Canishka Alexander
Sometimes when God enlarges our 

territory, we find ourselves coming full 
circle in life.

And so it is with New Rehoboth Min-
istries International’s Pastor Earlyn Bail-
lou and his wife, Joan Baillou, as they fa-
cilitated their annual Vacation Bible Camp 
(VBC) for children ages eight to 16 years.

According to Sister Baillou, their cur-
rent location next to Wood You on Don 
Mackay Boulevard is where the ministry 
first began.

The camp commenced on July 14 and 
will end on August 1 under the theme “En-
large My Territory,” based on 1 Chroni-
cles 4:9-10. Sister Baillou said that the vi-
sion of the camp is to educate the children 
on life skills which will prepare them for 
their futures.

During the first week, Sister Baillou 
was pleased to report that the number of 
children in attendance grew from eight to 
26 participants in a matter of days. The 
lecture segments included presenters who 
spoke on the seven pillars of society that 
govern all that we do: family, church, gov-
ernment, business, education, media, and 
arts & entertainment.

Presenters Sandra Gibbs spoke on the 
topic of “Saving Your Money”; Canishka 
Alexander on “Media and Communica-
tion”; Val Dean on Law; Natasha Gray 
on Starting Your Own Business; Timothy 
Roberts on “The Advantages and Disad-

vantages of Using the Internet”; and Naa-
son Sands on Cake Decorating while Bert-
lyn Linden focused on pastry making.

Leroy Thompson, Rev. Charles Car-
ey, Rev. Marie Neilly and Bertlyn Linden 
led in devotions.

The Bible Lesson and Application 
sessions on I Chronicles took the children 
on a journey through the history and gene-
alogy of the children of Israel, and the 12 
tribes of Jacob where they were introduced 
to Jabez. In Jabez’s prayer to God, Jabez 
called out for help and God answered his 
requests.

As the weeks progressed, the chil-
dren learned more about who they are as 
children of God, the seven Hebrew words 
for praise, how to set measurable goals, 
and the use of their talents and gifts. The 
children also enjoyed fun times participat-
ing in a number of activities and crafts in-
termingled with learning about the prayer-
ful life of Jabez.

By Samantha Evans-Knowles
Four schools took part in the Elimi-

nate Project which was held during the 
third term of the 2013-2014 school year. 

The schools collected $322.55, which 
will be sent to Kiwanis International who 
will then send it to UNECIF. The mon-
ey raised will be able to take care of 537 
mothers and their babies, allowing them to 
get immunized and give birth to healthier 
babies. 

This was their first year taking part 
in this project so they are hopeful that they 
will raise more funds next school year. 
Neulessa Major, Faculty Advisor, appre-

Youth arms of Kiwanis 
Club donated money to 

support “Eliminate”

Above: Neulessa Major presenting the 
Eliminate Certificate to Elmer Bongon, 
from St Francis de Sales Catholic School, 
which was forwarded by The Lieutenant 
Governor, Christine King, from New Prov-
idence.

ciated the support given by Agape Chris-
tian School, St Francis de Sales Catholic 
School, S.C. Bootle High School and Cen-
tral Abaco Primary School, who raised 
most of the funds donated.

Seventeen young 
women graduate 

from Ladies of 
Character Program

By Samantha Evans-Knowles
After months of training, 17 young 

ladies in the Ladies of Character Program 
were celebrated at Friendship Tabernacle 
Church on July 5.

The Ladies of Character program is 
meant to teach girls how to be godly young 
ladies.

The room was decorated in purple 
and pink, symbolizing the feminine de-
sign of a lady and her royal ancestry as a 
princess. The “princesses” wore white and 
gold, symbolizing Christ-like purity, val-
ue, and wealth. The young women made 
their processional adorned in their royal at-
tire. The ceremony soon followed. 

Each girl was presented with a prin-
cess tiara, a rhinestone pin, and a pink 
Bible. After this, Rev. Silbert Mills spoke 
to the princesses then prayed a covenant 
prayer and a prayer of blessing over them. 
Rev. Mills stated that he expects the ladies 
to grow up to be among the finest in the 
community.

The team of people from the church 
spent countless hours preparing them for 
this Ministry to be trained. Rev. Mills 
shared the story of Tabitha with them, stat-
ing that she was full of good works. He en-
couraged the “princesses” to get involved 
in ministry and to do some good deeds, 
especially to help senior citizens. 

A banquet followed in the church 
multi-purpose room.

The seventeen young ladies are: Na-
kara Adderley, Floydeshia Armbrister, 
Shantinae Ashe, Mickell Dawkins, Chan-
dlin Ferguson, Lashan Ferguson, Shiwana 
Gilot, Raccasia Johnson, Allaire Johnson, 
Twanesha Lightbourne, Lornise Louis, 
Rashanita Maycock, Lanneka Morley, 
Destiny Murphy, Rose Pierre, Guetly St. 
Fleur and Madeline St. Fleur.

School & Youth News

Above: children ageds 8 to 16 enjoyed the new Rehoboth’s Vacation Bible Camp.
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School & Youth News
Thirty six 

attend Maritime 
Summer Camp 

By Mirella Santillo
The three week camp for future mari-

time cadets ended July 18 with an award 
ceremony held at Pastor Emett Archer’s 
Youth Ministries.

36 eighth and ninth grade students 
attended the camp, held at Central Abaco 
Primary School, and studied subjects in-
cluding Mathematics, Science, Report 
Writing, Maritime Geography, and CPR. 
The future maritime cadets also went on 
a field trip to the Port Authority and Al-
bury’s Ferry, as well as a local swimming 
pool for swimming practice. The camp al-
lowed the students to practice classroom 
theory and get plenty of exercise. The ca-
dets reported each morning at 9 a.m. and 
ended at 3 p.m.

The course, which was coordinated 

by Captain Glender Knowles with assis-
tance from Sandra Edwards, included drill 
practice and marine knotting, taught by 
Lead Mechanic Forbes of the Royal Baha-
mian Defense Force.

According to some of the testimonies 
proffered at the ceremony, all of the rising 
cadets enjoyed the camp and appreciated 
the lessons they learned. Many of them say 
they are ready to come back next year.

During the award ceremony, which 
was monitored by camper Micahal Trem-
bley, the cadets showed their parents what 
they had learnt during the camp. Follow-
ing a formal march into the hall, the young 
adults performed drill exercises on stage. 
Several cadets took the microphone to ex-
plain what they learnt and what they en-
joyed the most.

Edwards left parents and cadets with 
sentiments about the soon-to-be cadet’s fu-
tures. She described many career oppor-
tunities offered to graduating cadets, men-
tioning Shavado Smith, for example, who 
is now ready to go and work on a ship.

Shavado who assisted the instructors 
during the camp, studied Maritime Science 
at Holland College in Prince Edward Is-
land and at the College of The Bahamas. 

He is looking forward to soon join Camp-
bell Shipping in Nassau.

Before introducing the guest speaker, 

Above: CPR training at Maritime Camp.

Please see Maritime            Page  6
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ABACO FREIGHT
COURIER SERVICE

g
Ocean  &  Air

Walk-In & Special Handling 

6671 W Indiantown Rd, Suite 50-453
Jupiter, Florida 33458

Ph: 561-689-1010      561-502-2632       nick@abacofreight.com

Nick Mazzeo

OCEAN BLUE PROPERTIES

Member B.R.E.A. G.P.O. Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 
Telephone 1-561-283-3781 • Telephone/Fax 1-242-365-4636

E-mail: oceanblu@batelnet.bs  •  www.oceanblueproperties.com

Sales, Rentals and Property Management

ON GREEN TURTLE CAY: 
. UNDER CONTRACT!!! 10,000 sq.ft. lot just steps from Gilliam Bay Beach with water view.

. Secluded private estate. Two acres with waterfront on the Sea of Abaco and Bluff Harbour. Dock. Pod style 
furnished home with 2 bedrooms and three baths.Stunning sunsets.  Asking price $1.29million

. UNDER CONTRACT!!! 1/4 acre with 85’ on the Sea of Abaco.

. 1/4 acre waterfront lot on the Sea of Abaco high on a bluff overlooking the Sea of Abaco and           Munjack Cay. 
Stunning sunsets.  $245,000.00

. 11,000 sq.ft.lot with good elevation just a short walk to Coco Bay Beach and a public dock.  
 B$44,000.00

. UNDER CONTRACT!!! 10,868 sq, ft. lot in prime residential area near Coco Bay Beach.                      

. Immaculate large three bedroom two bath furnished home with views of Black Sound and the Sea of 
Abaco. Central A/C. Short distance to town of New Plymouth and Long Bay Beach.  B$395,000.00 

. SOLD!!! Hilltop commercial lot on entry road to settlement of New Plymouth.

. JUST REDUCED!!! 9,600 sq.ft. lot just steps to the Atlantic Ocean Beach. Quiet residential area. B$55,000.00

. BACK ON MARKET! 85 x 120 lot with start-up foundation. Less then 300 steps to the Atlantic Ocean Beach.  
 A great buy at B$59,000.00

. 20,000 sq.ft. parcel 125’ from Long Bay Beach. Water view possible. Water and power accessible.  
 B$195,000.00

. PRICE REDUCTION!!! “The Pink Pearl” Completely re-furbished 115 year old historic wood building centrally 
located in the heart of New Plymouth. Commercial/or residential use. Excellent tenant in place .Short walk to 
Settlement Creek and ferry service. Parking area.  B$169,900.00

. “The Golden Reef “ Large two story commercial building in the heart of historic New Plymouth. Shop/office space 
on ground floor. Two furnished two bedroom one bath apartments on second floor with good rental history and sea 
views. Parking space.    $550,000.00

Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus
Owner’s: Ronnie & Pauline Roberts

Phone: (242) 367-0546
Visit our Showroom Located 

Opposite the old Lowe’s Pharmacy

TWIN REG MATRESS & BOXSPRING $280.00  - FULL REG MATTRESS & BOXSPRING $340.00   
 QUEEN REG MATTRESS & BOXSPRING $39500  

CHEST WITH 5 DRAWERS  $ 360.00 & $415.00

6 DRAWERS DRESSERS  $450.00

5PS DINING 
TABLE SET $360.00 & $510.00

6 DRAWERS DRESSERS 
WITH MIRROR $675.00

BEDROOM
SETS Groceries - All you need & more!

Fruit & Vegetables
Canned Goods

Dairy Products - Frozen Foods
Phone or Fax : 366-2022

Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 6pm - Sat 7:30am-7pm

The Place to be is Cherokee!

Cherokee Food Fair

Paterson James, Glender Knowles congrat-
ulated the campers on the completion of 
their course. Paterson James, who retired 
from the Defense Force in 1994, had a life 
of adventure while on active duty. He was 
posted on the HMBS Flamingo during the 
attack on the ship by Cubans. Several crew 
members died, he recalled, as the ship 
sank, but he helped save many lives. 

During a Court of Inquiry regard-
ing that incident, James was congratulated 
and awarded the Purple Heart Medal, as 
well as a medal of Gallantry. As he remi-

School & Youth News
nisced on his past, he said that his life was 
changed completely by the decision to join 
the Defense Force. James told the parents 
that they had made a good investment in 
enrolling their children in the camp. He 
spoke of the many career opportunities 
offered for life at sea, not only as crew 
members, but also as doctors, lawyers, 
engineers and scientists. James is hopeful 
that more Bahamian young adults choose 
the sea for their future.

“Do your best to fulfill some of what 
I said. You are going to take your rightful 
place in the world,” James said in closing.

Following a step-dance demonstra-
tion by a group called “The Destination,” 

Maritime               From Page 5
which was made of three girls and two 
boys, the campers were awarded partici-
pation certificates. The certificates were 
handed out by a representative of the Min-
istry of Youth, Sports, and Culture, Ishma-
el Morley, and a representative of the De-
partment of Education, Felamese Sawyer.

Selected distinguished campers re-
ceived medals and trophies from a member 
of Campbell Shipping Company. Campers 
who earned this special recognition were 
Nathaniel McKinney for Mathematics and 
Geography, Adrian Newbold for Math-
ematics and Swimming, Ebany Hanna for 
Report Writing and Science, Allaire John-
son for Geography, Ernest Clarke for Re-
port Writing, Kathlyn Russell for Science, 
and Destiny Murphy for Swimming.

The assembly enjoyed a treat of cake 
and soft drink before leaving the venue.

Above: Maritime campers saluting. 36 eighth and ninth grade students attended the camp, 
held at Central Abaco Primary School, and studied subjects including Mathematics, Sci-
ence, Report Writing, Maritime Geography, and CPR. 

Man-O-War 
School showcases 

top achievers

By Samantha Evans-Knowles
After a long and strenuous school 

year, filled with academic work, competi-
tions, and projects, students finally got re-
lief on June 20 for summer break.

At Man-O-War School, six students 
were named the highest achievers for the 
2013-2014 school year. These students 
excelled in all areas including academics, 
extra-curricular activities, leadership skills 
and district competitions. These students 
are Celine Albury, Keira Albury, Jason 
Bethel, Erica Roberts, Aaliyah Roberts, 
and Brittany Weatherford.

Above: Man-O-War School students are shown holding their certificates of achievement 
and honour.
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S p o r t s

By Canishka Alexander
The Abaco Softball Association 

served up a double header on July 18-19 
at the Murphy Town Ball Field for excited 
fans.

Leading off were the DNR Sluggers 
versus the Simple Solution Sharks. The 
Sharks left DNR in the dust with a seven-
run lead beating them 12 to 5.

Next, the Hope Town Wreckers faced 
the Creter’s Bulldogs in the featured game 
of the night, but did not fare well. Giving 
them no chance to score any runs, the Bull-
dogs demolished the Wreckers. The Bull-
dogs accumulated eight runs; the Wreck-
ers: zero runs.

On July 19, Abaco Groceries Dia-
mond Dollz dished out double trouble for 
the Golden Harvest Major Pain who put up 
a good fight. In the end, though, the Dollz 

Above: game between Creter's Bulldogs and DNR Sluggers on July 25. At the time the 
game was interrupted, the score was 21 to 3 with the Bulldogs in the lead.

Softball games continue to 
attract fans each weekend

scored 20 runs, while Major Pain scored 
10.

The following weekend (July 25), 
it was a rematch between the Dollz and 
Major Pain, but the Dollz were merciless. 
They beat Major Pain: 14 to 5.

Finally, DNR and the Bulldogs went 
up against each other. DNR gave the Bull-
dogs a run for their money in the first in-
ning, but consecutive innings showed a 
downhill performance on their part. The 
game was interrupted when paramedics 
were called for one of the Bulldogs play-
ers, so DNR and Bulldogs were not able to 
finish their game, which stood at 21 runs 
for the Bulldogs, and three runs for DNR.

According to one fan though – the 
score had been “plenty to ‘lil bit” giving 
the Bulldogs the upperhand and an undis-
puted win had the game been completed.

Above: Miller Albury with his father, Bill. 

Below: Joshua Wong with his parents, 
Kristi and Jeremy.

breast, placed first. In both of these races 
her times broke CISC records. She also 
swam with the gold medaling 13-14 Girls 
Relay team.

Lilly Higgs swam the 400m Free and 
with the Girls 13-14 Relays. 

Miller Albury and Joshua Wong 
swam together on the Boys 13-14 Relay 
team. They earned a Bronze Medal in the 
400m Medley Relay.

Sisters (Albury and Lilly Higgs) 
swam together in the Girls 13-14 Relay 
team. They earned a gold medal in the 
400m Medley relay. 

These swimmers are no stranger to 
the international stage. Earlier this year 
they represented Team Bahamas in CARI-
FTA where The Bahamas came in first for 
Swimming.

CISC                         From Page 1
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Christine Sawyer Burri                     

By Jennifer Hudson
Christine Sawyer Burri was born 

and raised in Switzerland and has always 
loved to travel. After leaving school she 
left her homeland to begin several years 
of travel before arriving in the Bahamas in 
1997. She says that she was never creative 
as a child and her artistic talents did not 
really manifest themselves until she came 
to Abaco, where she met and married her 
husband, Bob Sawyer, and made this is-
land her home. As a young stay-at-home 
mother to their daughter,Yael, she began 
to cast her mind towards what would be an 
interesting hobby. 

“The beauty of the Bahamas, with the 
wonderful colours of the sea, inspired me 
to become creative,” she said.

Completely self-taught, Christine 
started out working with a scroll saw and 
made items out of wood such as seahorses 
and mermaids, all inspired by the beautiful 
seas of Abaco. The beauty of Abaco also 
inspired her to paint with acrylics in cheer-
ful island colours. 

After working for a while in the of-
fice of architect Tim Neil, while he was de-
signing some of the Abaco Club on Wind-
ing Bay, she began to feel the need to fulfill 
her newly discovered creative artistry once 
more. Whilst her wood and acrylic items 
were still very popular, she had noticed the 
abundance of pine needles on Abaco and 
felt the desire to begin working with this 
lovely gift of nature. 

She soon discovered the magic of 
pine needles, and today is best known for 
her pine needle crafts. During this very 
painstaking and time-consuming process, 

S p o r t s Artist Highlight

Christine learnt from instructions on the 
Internet and has now perfected it into a 
beautiful art form.

"Each step of the pine needle process, 
from the gathering and preparing of the 
needles to creating the work, gives me a 
feeling of peace,” she said.

The long and interesting history of 
basket weaving, which Mrs. Sawyer Burri 
found very intriguing, was also inspira-
tion for her to originally get started on her 
craft. Basket weaving is arguably the most 
widespread traditional art form in the his-
tory of human civilization. Archaeologists 
have found pressed imprints of woven bas-
kets, used for decorating clay pots, that are 
more than 10,000 years old.

Above: Christine Sawyer Burri

Please see Artist               Page  10

On November 1 local triathlete, Brent 
Cartwright, will swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 
miles and run 26.2 miles to support the 
Children’s Tumor Foundation. He is seek-
ing sponsors to help him reach his goal of 
raising $5000 for this charity.

“From the first day I decided I wanted 
to do an Ironman,” Mr. Cartwright said, “I 
wanted to find a cause to help, so it would 
be more than just a personal achievement. 
I have been torn for a long time on just 
which charity. I knew I wanted it to be one 

that helped children somehow. Everything 
has a way of working out, and I am now 
helping an amazing cause.”

As of August 1 he will have 123 days 
left to reach his goal. As of publication he 
has raised $1465 of his total $5000 goal.

To help Mr. Cartwright reach his goal 
and find out more, visit his page: http://ctf.
kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp
?ievent=1068061&supId=400762552#sth
ash.w7addHhg.dpuf

Above: Brent Cartwright and his family.

Local to compete in Ironman 
for charity
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The technique of weaving has been 
passed along, re-discovered, and expanded 
upon by countless cultures. Basket makers 
are as innovative today as their forebears 
were. 

"Everyone has their own style," add-
ed Christine.

Mrs. Sawyer Burri, wanting to make 
sure that her pine needle products were 
unique, came up with the idea of incor-
porating polymer clay into her basketry 
pieces.

Her pine needle necklaces, earrings, 
baskets, and bowls are all very popular. 
She uses polymer clay as a decorative cen-
tre for both her jewelry and baskets, and 
she says this gives her the joy of working 
with different clay colours or acrylics.

She loves to use either the beautiful 
varied hues of the sea or subtle earth tones 
for her clay pieces and often weaves co-
lourful threads and raffia in with her pine 
needles. 

"The coiling begins in a variety of 
ways. Using different colours of polymer 
clay as the base, I weave the pine needles 
together with waxed linen, silk threads, or 
raffia. I use traditional and contemporary 
weaving stitches in my work and semi-pre-
cious stones are added to further enhance 
the pieces," she explained.

Key chains are another one of Mrs. 
Sawyer’s popular items, which she makes 
with polymer clay beads. Her work has 

Artist Highlight
Artist                          From Page 8

now further evolved into sculptural pieces 
of art as she presently incorporates drift-
wood, shells, and other found beach ob-
jects into her pine needle basket work. 

"I am open to allowing the materi-
als to influence the path as the work takes 
shape and comes to life. These items have 
encouraged the free-form direction which 
my work has taken," she said.

Sawyer exhibits her handiwork at the 
Abaco Inn, Hope Town Harbour Lodge, 
and Cancer Society Art shows each year 
and says that she will most likely partici-
pate in the Bahamas National Trust Art for 
the Parks show in January. Her pieces may 
be viewed and purchased from Dive Aba-
co, Mangoes, and Java in Marsh Harbour 
and at Ebb Tide in Hope Town.

Above: one of Mrs. Sawyer’s Pine Needle 
Sculptures.

By Canishka Alexander
As a sophomore student of St. Cloud 

State University in Minnesota, Perkell 
Collie, 18, travelled to South Africa from 
January to June of this year to participate 
in St. Cloud’s exchange program at the 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 
formerly known as the University of Port 
Elizabeth.

Perkell is majoring in medical labora-
tory technology and research.

The First Year Experience- General 
Education program is targeted towards 
first-year and other students who are inter-
ested in an early exposure to South Africa. 
Students are also given the opportunity to 
study the art, music, culture, economy, 
history, politics aspects of South Africa 
through the hands-on learning experience. 

Perkell was not too keen on the long 
walks to and from the university’s campus 
for her classes, but she enjoyed the living 
accommodations provided for her and the 

People
Perkell Collie tells of her unforgettable 

experience in South Africa

Above: Perkell Collie in yellow (center, back row.)

other international students. She was also 
pleased to discover how friendly South 
Africans are, and the natural scenery was 
quite impressive as well.

The Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University is located on a nature reserve, 
so Perkell was able to frequently see wild-
life such as zebras and monkeys.

The monkeys turned out to be her fa-
vourite.

“The monkeys were fearless and 
one day they were getting ready to frisk 
my chips from me. The campus is in a re-
serve, so I saw zebras, cougars…can you 
imagine opening your window and seeing 
a big zebra?

“The monkeys were very smart and 
into organized crimes though. One would 
be the lookout at the store while the other 
would run inside and steal a bag of chips. 

Please see Africa             Page  11
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INVEST IN ABACO
BUY LOCALLY

SAVE LOCAL JOBS
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR

LOCAL BAHAMIAN 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY!

One time they even snuck into the library,” 
she said, laughing.

There were other opportunities to 
learn about South African culture even with 
the singing of their hybrid national anthem 
which is comprised of five of South Af-
rica’s 11 official languages (Xhosa, Zulu, 
Sesotho, Afrikaans and English.  

But the most physically (and mental-
ly) challenging of all her experiences were 
the themed runs particularly the Muck 
Run. The runs are arranged by military 
specialists and are specifically designed to 
test your strength, stamina, how you make 
decisions and teamwork. Apercentage of 
the funds collected from the runs are do-
nated to underprivileged children or those 
with debilitating medical conditions.

Perkell vividly recalled electrical 
wires hung along the course, and before 
running through the wires, they were 
soaked with water.

At first, she thought it was all a joke.
“So I let my friend go first, and after 

she got shocked twice and started scream-
ing, I was like, ‘Oh, this is real!’” Perkell 
exclaimed. “So I still went in because I 
was determined to finish what I started. 
I went through, and I got shocked…I was 
screaming so loudly and running so fast.

“That hurt because you could hear 
the crackling when the water [on our skins] 
were touching the electricity.”

After enduring the electrical shocks, 
Perkell said they had to swim through 
ponds, run uphill and downhill, jump over 
cars and barbed wire, and then maneuver 
their way through the fields.  Thankfully, 
upon completion, she received an award.

People
People                   From Page 10

Besides the runs, Perkell said her 
friends enjoyed surfing and the night life 
while she enjoyed walking the beach. She 
chose not to go swimming because of the 
murky waters and the huge jellyfish that 
would wash up onshore.

The barbecues, which were called 
bries, were popular events, and it was 
where she sampled ostrich for the first 
time.

“They used ostrich meat, and I 
thought it was ground beef,” Perkell ex-
plained. “It tasted good, but I was not used 
to it, so I got sick, and decided I’ll go get 
me some chicken – chicken is good for the 
soul.”

Another thing that left a lasting im-
pact on Perkell was the harmony among 
the South Africans.

“I learned not to judge because we 
are all the same – I’ve learned that; I’ve 
seen that,” she reflected. “We are all hu-
mans who should all be treated equally and 
fairly. I watched black and white people to-
gether, holding hands and walking around 
cheerfully.

“They were happy, normal people, 
and it was so beautiful to see something 
that amazing – just all of the mixed groups 
of people just together. I wouldn’t have 
thought apartheid happened that’s how 
well I saw them together. I wouldn’t have 
thought this place was so segregated just 
years ago.”

Based on her overall experience, 
Perkell urged Bahamians to venture out 
more as she looks forward to revisiting 
South Africa after completing her studies.

Perkell is the daughter of Perkins and 
Angie Collie, and is a graduate of Cyber 
Learning Center.

Contact: 1-242-352-4620 or
E-mail: chamomile58@hotmail.com

 Built 2011 - 1100 sq. ft
Lot: Approx 75’ x 100’

Two Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms
Furnished, Generator, Central A/C

Laundry, Private Sub-division. 
30’ x 5’ Boat Slip

$700K

HOME FOR SALE ON GUANA CAY

Bay & Ocean Views

By Canishka Alexander
Where there’s a will, there is a way 

especially when God is in the equation.
Just ask Leandra Rolle, a 17-year-old 

girl diagnosed with scoliosis, who recently 
graduated from Agape Christian School as 
salutatorian.

You see, Leandra was diagnosed 
with scoliosis three years ago.

Priced at $300,000, the corrective 
scoliosis spinal surgery seemed an impos-
sible obstacle to circumvent without medi-
cal insurance or adequate funds.

But Leandra and her parents, Leslie 
and Ruby Rolle, were soon reminded that 
God specializes in the impossible, and that 
help was on the way to correct the promi-
nent curvature of Leandra’s spine. Leandra 
travelled to Fort Lauderdale to undergo a 
donated spinal surgery to correct a severe 
curvature of the spine caused by Adoles-
cent Idiopathic Scoliosis.

“When I was 14, my mother noticed 
that my shoulders were uneven. We went 
to Dr. [Benerji] Swarna, and he confirmed 
that I had scoliosis,” Leandra vividly re-
called. “We then flew to the United States 
for a second opinion.

“I was not educated at first about sco-
liosis, so I was frightened. Then when I 
went online, I was even more frightened 
because I read about women with scoliosis 
who could not have any children or about 
people who could not walk again.”

At school, Leandra remembered be-
ing told to sit up straight, and her slouch-
ing was ruled out as bad posture. How-
ever, the hump in her back was noticeable 
and Leandra grew more self-conscious.

As the time neared for her surgery on 
June 19, Leandra grew more excited but 
nervous as well.

“Although I wanted my spine to be 
corrected, I had negative thoughts,” Lean-
dra disclosed. “But what got me through 
and gave me strength and encouragement 
was God, my family’s presence and their 

Above: Leandra Rolle was diagnosed with 
scoliosis three years ago. Today, through 
the help of health professionals at Florida 
Spine Specialists, her family, church and 
faith in God, she had a successful surgery 
on June and is excited about her future.

Leandra Rolle 
undergoes life-

changing surgery

prayers, the nurses who were so hospita-
ble, and my church family.”

After the surgery, Leandra experi-
enced intense pain but outweighing the 
pain was a sense of relief that the surgery 
had been successful. Some days she feels 
a bit tired, but there is no longer excruci-
ating pain. While she recovers, Leandra’s 
doctor recommended that she does not do 
any strenuous exercise or lifting, and just 
to “take it easy.”

“I can feel myself healing,” she 
proudly shared. “The recovery takes six 
months to a year, so I have to send in my 
X-rays in a couple of months then I go 
back for a check-up in December.”

Undoubtedly, her outlook on life has 
taken a turn for the better.

“I am more appreciative about life 
because without God I would not have had 
my surgery. I realize that God will never 
leave or forsake me, so I put my faith and 
trust in Him.”

When Leandra returned home with 
her mother Ruby, brother Jamari and Aunt 
Greta Strachan-Culmer last month, she felt 
an overwhelming sense of love and appre-
ciation to see her family members gathered 
at the airport to welcome her home.

“I felt so loved and special,” Leandra 
exclaimed.

Her mother Ruby added that the mes-
sage from Leandra’s surgery is that God 
can do all things; He can do the impos-
sible.

Leandra and her family sent a special 
thank you to David and Dinah Caskey, Ba-
hamas missionaries; Dr. Stuart Hershman, 
Orthopedic Spine Surgeon; Julie Darrow, 
managing director at Florida Spine Spe-
cialists; the members of West Broward 
Church of Christ; and Ronald McDonald 
House.

Once she has completely recovered, 
Leandra has her sights set on college and 
looking forward to her BGCSE results. 
She is currently looking at scholarships 
available to her and potential colleges/uni-
versities like Pepperdine University and 
Harding University that are affiliated with 
the Church of Christ where she is a mem-
ber. The College of The Bahamas is also 
among her options.

She plans to become a television re-
porter, and based on the videos she has 
recorded throughout her journey with sco-
liosis, she is already the star of the show 
with her outgoing and friendly personality.

Leandra is also looking forward to 
picking up where she left off in athletics 
with basketball, volleyball and swimming. 
In the meantime, though, she enjoys read-
ing and spending time with her family.

Her parting words to those faced with 
health challenges or any challenges for that 
matter is to put their trust in God like she 
has.

“I waited three years and I put my 
faith and trust in God, and prayed for Him 
to help me,” she noted. “Look what He 
did for me.”
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MARINE NAVIGATION COURSES
This is your opportunity to learn essential navigational skills to 
improve your knowledge and to advance your career.
The Bahamas School of Marine Navigation offers the following 
courses starting September 1st. 
Terrestrial Navigation: (2 months, 3 nights per week)
Celestial Navigation: (5 months, 2-3 nights per week)

Contact Mr. Key at 367-5351, 699-0334 or pgk434@yahoo.com

Spruce Up Your Yard for Summer

 Sale
Cypress Mulch
Red Mulch
Pine Bark Nuggets
Top Soil
Potting Soil
Black Kow

$5.95
only

per bag

Business Hours
Mon-Fri: 8am to 4pm

Sat: 9am to 3pm
Ph: 367-2674

Sale is for the month of August

Dr. Mitchell will be at Integrated Medical Centre on 
Thursday August14th, 2014

PH: 242 3656139 OR VHF CH. 16

Serving a Variety of Fine Cuisine
Bahamian • American • International

In a Charming Island Atmosphere

LOCATED AT THE DOCK                                                        AT MANOWAR MARINA

MON.  SAT. • LUNCH  11:30AM TO 2:30PM • DINNER 6PM TO 9PM

Grievous Harm (Suspect Arrested)
At 10:20am on Friday 11th July, 

2014, Police at M.H.P.S. received a re-
ported that at about 10:18pm on Friday 
11th July, 2014, a 25 year old male resi-
dent in the Mud community Abaco Island 
was shot in the shoulder. Police action re-
quested.

Officers immediately responded 
along with E.M.S. personnel and confirm 
the male wit none life threatening injuries. 
The male was coherent and transported to 
the Marsh Harbour Government Clinic by 
EMS where he was treated for his injuries. 
He was released on the 12.7.14

Suspect Arrested
At 5:18pm on 12th July, 2014, of-

ficers of the M.H.P.S. arrested the suspect 
a 24 year old male of the Mudd, Abaco. 
Investigation continues.

Armed Robbery
At 7:45 p.m. on July 10, a 19-year-

old male of the Mudd reported that some-
time around 7:20 p.m., two men he knew 
took him to an area in the Mudd, pulled 
a gun on him, and robbed him of his cell 
phone. Police action was requested. This 
investigation still continues.

Causing Harm (Suspect Arrested)
At 11 p.m. on July 8, a 22-year-old 

female of Central Pines Estates contacted 

the Marsh Harbour Police Station and re-
ported that she was attacked by her boy-
friend. Police assistance was requested. 
The suspect, a 26-year-old male of the 
same address, was arrested and charged 
for this offense. Investigations on this case 
are still being continued.

Causing Harm (Suspect Arrested)
At 8 p.m. on July 10, a 34-year-old 

female of Spring City reported that she was 
attacked and beaten on Crockett Drive by 
a female acquaintance. Police action was 
requested. About 30 minutes following the 
report, a 28-year-old female of Central 
Pines was arrested. She was charged and 
released on $500 bail and mandated to at-
tend court on July 16.

Shop Breaking 
On July 8 at 5 a.m., a 22-year-old 

male of Marsh Harbour reported that 
sometime between 7 pm on July 7 and 5 
am on July 8, some unknown person(s) 
entered his business establishment, situ-
ated on Bay Street in Marsh Harbour, and 
stole an assortment of items. Police action 
was requested. The investigation still con-
tinues.

Armed Robbery
Sometime after 3:00 am on Monday, 

20th July, Officers of the Treasure Cay Po-
lice Station received information from a 41 

year old female resident of Treasure Cay 
Abaco who reported that a local resort in 
the Treasure Cay community was robbed 
of an undetermined amount of cash and 
cheques.  Police action requested. A team 
of Police Officers responded. Investiga-
tions continue into this matter.

Stealing (Suspect Arrested)
At 2:21am on Thursday 17th July, 

2014, officers of the M.H.P.S. reported 
that while on patrol in Murphy Town, 
Abaco, they saw a red Suzuki jeep parked 
in the area of a local church. Officers ap-
proached the vehicle when the driver, Jo-
seph Aime aka “Jaw,” who is wanted for 
several matters fled the scene on foot. The 
vehicle was reported stolen. 

Sometime around 2:05am on 18th 
July, officers arrested the suspect. He was 
charged and is scheduled to attend court on 
21/7/14.

Possession of Housebreaking Imple-
ments

At 2:05am on Friday 18th July, Of-
ficers of the M.H.P.S., while on mobile 
patrol in the Don McKay Boulevard Marsh 
Harbour area, observed a dark, slim male 
with a back-pack; officers approached the 
male whom they recognize to be Joseph 

Aime aka “Jaw” of the Mudd, Abaco who 
was wanted by police. 

He was found in possession of a black 
wig, a flash light, a pair of gloves, a lady’s 
dress and a silver knife. He was arrested 
and is scheduled to attend court.

Drug Arrest
On Friday 18th July, Officers of the 

M.H.P.S. went to the Marsh Harbour 
Government dock, where officers con-
ducted a search of a blue and white vessel. 
While searching, officers discovered nine 
(9) packets containing suspected marijuana 
with a street value of $49,000.

Two males, ages 38 years and 37 
years of Haiti, were arrested reference to 
Possession of Dangerous Drugs and Con-
spiracy to Possess Dangerous Drugs. The 
suspects were taken to M.H.P.S. along 
with the evidence where they were charged 
and will appear in the Magistrate’s Court 
New Providence reference to these charg-
es.

  
Stealing                                                                                            
On Saturday 19th July 2014 at about 

10:00am, a female of Murphy Town re-
ported to Marsh Harbour Police that on 

Crime Report

Please see Crime             Page  14
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Fune r a l 
Service for 
Olga Albertha 
Wells- Russell 
age 93 of Fox 
Town, Abaco 
who died on 
July 2, 2014 
was held at St. 
Chad’s Angli-

can Church, Fox Town, Abaco. Officiating 
was Rev. Fr. DeAngelo Bowe. Interment 
followed in the Church’s Cemetery.

Precious memories will forever lin-
ger in the hearts of her daughter: Naomi 
Roberts-Mcintosh, one daughter in law: 
Elva Roberts, one sister in law: Ruth 
Wells; three adopted children: Rejoina, 
Allardyce Thompson and Leroy Curry; 
grandchildren: Deloris Frazier-Rigby, 
McNeil,  Angela, Leslie McIntosh,  Er-
lis McIntosh-Sawyer, Randolph & Berna-
dette Gibson-Colebrooke; grandchildren in 
law: Linda &  Marilyn McIntosh, Victoria 
Gibson,  Clint Sawyer and Berkley Cole-
brooke; adopted grand children: Jocelyn 
McIntosh and Rafeletta Russell.  Great 
grandchildren: Ian, Valerio, Jamal, Mon-
ika, Marquita, Onaneisha, Vanessa, Anto-
nio, Racquel, Kevin, Rayshelle, Tanchelle, 
Cleopatra, Delvanteo, Anastacia, Arthur, 
Brittany, Leslia, Melissa, Aaliyah, Kele, 
Bernard & Berkita; many extended fam-
ily and friends too numerous to mention 
including: the Wells family, the Russell 
families, the Thompson family, Pauline 
Thompson & family, the Ambrister fam-
ily, Elijah Mills & family.

O s e t a 
Cartwright age 
58 of Cooper’s 
Town Abaco, 
died at the 
Princess Mar-
garet

H o s p i -
tal Wednes-
day July 9th, 

2014. Cherished memories are held by: 
Five children: Ludwig Cartwright, Lavinia 
McIntosh, Luthanna Cartwright, Lorell 
Knowles and Lakita Cartwright.

Seven grand-children: Valiyah Boo-
tle, Lakenya Cartwright, Kyla Knowles, 
Lameko 

Cartwright, Latario Cartwright, 
Lakhya Cartwright and Kiano Cooper. 
Nine sisters: Deborah Cooper, Rosenell 
Edgecombe, Monica Murray, Helen Pin-
der, Gertrude Bullard, Bethsheba darville, 
Sheleke Brown, Paulette Hepburn and 
Isabella Saunders. Five brothers: Hector, 

Freeland, Eugene, Alexander and Joshua 
Rolle. Two sons-in-law: Carlton McIntosh 
and Carl Knowles.

Numerous: aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and other relatives and 
friends.

Fune ra l 
Service for 
the Late Edna 
Lucina McK-
inney-Burke, 
age 91 years 
of Marsh Har-
bour, Abaco 
and formerly 
of Landrail 

Point, Crooked Island, was be held on 
Sunday July 20th, 2014, 1:00 p.m. at Cen-
treville Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 
5th Terrace, Centreville. Pastor Leonard 
Johnson, Pastor Paul Scavella and Pas-
tor Barrington Brennen, assisted by other 
Ministers of the Gospel will officiate. In-
terment will follow in Woodlawn Memo-
rial Gardens, Soldier Road.

Left to cherish her memory and to 
greet her with open arms at the resurrec-
tion: Her brother: Pastor S. N. McKinney, 
and his wife: Ruth; Adopted Sister: Elo-
ise Scavella; Sons: Keith Burke, Charles 
Burke, Michael Burke Lundy, Philip Lun-
dy; Daughters: Karen Burke Bright and 
Dr. Tamara Burke Moree; Grandchildren: 
Chadwick Burke, Shauka Burke, Mi’chel 
Burke, Appolonnia Burke, Edwin Burke, 
Marvin Burke, Kristina Burke, Kinara 
Lloyd, Kevin Burrows, Nicole Lundy, La-
marr Lundy, Kyle Lundy, Koen Lundy, 
Christopher Moree, and Curtis Moree; 
Sons-in-law: Paul Bright and Burton 
Moree; Daughters-in-law: Patricia Burke, 
Kerlene Lundy, and Dr. Elaine Lundy; 
along with a host of other relatives and 
friends, including her devoted caregiver: 
Alice Moorhouse.

A funeral 
service for the 
late Shirley 
Lindsay Rob-
erts, age 79 of 
Green Turtle 
Cay, Abaco, 
The Bahamas, 
who died at 
the Princess 

Margaret Hospital, on Saturday, 12th July, 
2014, was held at Gladtidings Tabernacle, 
Kemp Road, Nassau, on Wednesday, 23rd 
July, 2014 at 11:00 a.m.

Reverend Irene Russell, officiated 
and interment followed in Ebenezer Meth-

odist Cemetery, East Shirley Street, Nas-
sau.

Mrs. Roberts was predeceased by her 
parents, Reverend Thomas Paul Roberts 
and Ruth Naomi Roberts.

She is survived by her sisters, Pau-
line Albury, Frances Newbold and Yvonne 
Roberts; nieces, Joanne Kemp and Valerie 
Hall; nephews, Gregory and Glen New-
bold; grandnephews, Loren Kemp, Kyle 
and Tyler Hall and William Newbold; 
close cousins, Nadean Albury and husband 
Winston; godson, Robin and many other 
relatives and friends.

Funeral Services 
for the late Oral Rich-
ardson Bethel, age 58 
of Green Turtle Cay, 
Abaco, was held at the 
New Plymouth Gospel 
Chapel, Green Turtle 
Cay, Abaco on Satur-
day July 19th, 2014. In-
terment followed at the 

Green Turtle Cay Public Cemetery. Offi-
ciating was Bro. Bob Cornea, Bro. Kevin 
Knowles and Bro. Darrell Pinder.

He is survived by his loving wife 

Arlene, Son: Jason Bethel, Daughter-In-
Law: Jennie, Daughter: Amanda Sweet-
ing, Son-In-Law: Rick Sweeting, Five 
Grandchildren: Alyssa, Christian and Hai-
ley Bethel, Ryleigh and Brylney Sweeting, 
Three Brothers: Lavern, David and Dar-
ren Bethel. Two Sisters: Iva Mae Rob-
erts and Sharon Bethel, Mother-In-Law: 
Myrtle Sawyer, Six Brother-In-Laws and 
their Spouses: Freddie and Trina, Thomas 
and Alex, Edison and Joan, Keith and Dale 
Sawyer, Philip Bethel, Telford Roberts, 
Four Sister-In-Laws: Ester, Charlene and 
Vonda Bethel, Marjorie Roberts and her 
husband Rupert, Nieces: Linda Albury, 
Natasha Albury, Lisa Evans, Elise Rob-
erts, Jennifer Thompson, Gina, Taylor, 
Melissa Russell, Stacy Sawyer, Lisa Far-
rington, Heather Sawyer, Megan Sawyer, 
Shelby Sawyer, Nephews: Dwayne Bethel, 
Oliver Bethel, Rico Bethel, Orie Bethel, 
Lance Bethel, Ashley Bethel, Timothy 
Roberts, Ryan Roberts, Kevin Sawyer and 
Erick Sawyer, Aunts: Nadene Lowe, Eu-
lah Marie Bethel, Leona McDonald, and 
Nadene Thompson and a host of relatives 
and friends. 

He is pre-deceased by his parents 
Urick and Eulah Bethel and father-in-law 
Marcel Sawyer.

Remembering Family and Friends

Across

2.	 Official	Hurricane	Wind	Scale
5.	 Educated	guess	about	changes	

in weather
8.	 2011	Hurricane
11.	 A	rise	in	the	ocean	as	the	result	

of	strong	winds	from	a	hurricane
13.	 Provide	 images	 of	 earth’s	

surface
14.	 These	 describe	 a	 hurricane’s	

strength
16.	 Shelter	boats	in	a	storm
17.	 Major	1999	Hurricane

Down
1. Rain, snow, etc.
2.	 Last	 major	 hurricane	 to	 make	

landfall	in	The	Bahamas
3.	 Detects	 objects	 at	 a	 distance	

using	radio	waves
4. Science of weather
6.	 A	 tropical	 cyclone	 with	

maximum	sustained	winds	of	38	
mph

7. Measures air pressure
9.	 Center	of	a	Hurricane
10.	 A	 tornado	 that	 passes	 over	

water
12.	 Home	 of	 the	 “Hurricanes”	

College	Football	Team
15.	 A	 hurricane	 in	 the	 Western	

Pacific	Ocean

Crossword
Hurricane edition
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Friday 18th July 2014 sometime between 
1:00pm and 5:30pm some unknown 
person(s) stole a deposit bag from her 
which contained cash; she placed the bag 
under the counter at her work place. Police 
Action Requested. 

Investigations are continuing.

 Shop Breaking
On July 23, at about 7:10 a.m. a resi-

dent of Treasure Cay contacted the Marsh 
Harbour Police Station and reported that 
sometime between 6:00 p.m. on July 23 
and 7:00 a.m. on July 24, culprits broke 
into a local business establishment. How-
ever nothing appears to be stolen at this 
time. 

Shop Breaking
On July 23, at about 9:15 a.m. a resi-

dent of Treasure Cay contacted contacted 
the Treasure Cay Police Station and re-
ported that sometime between 8:00 p.m. 
on July 23 and 8:00 a.m on July 24, person 
(s) unknown entered her business estab-
lishment and stole $600.00 in cash. Police 
action requested.

Causing Harm      
On 23/7/14 at about 9:25pm a resi-

dent of Dundas Town came to the MHPS 
and reported that her son, a 16 year old of 
same address, while at a local playground 
in Dundas Town he was assaulted by a 
male known to him. 

                                            
Shop Breaking (Suspect Arrested)
On the 19/7/14 at 10:01 a.m. A resi-

dent of Sandy Point reported that sometime 
between the hours of 9:45 a.m. on July 18 
and 8:00 a.m. on July 19 some person(s) 
unknown entered his shop and stole several 
can goods and (2) cartons of cigarettes.  

Arrest
A 48 year old male was arrested and 

was charged for this offence. He is sched-
uled to attend court on the 29.7.14

Stolen Vessel (Vessel Recovered)          
On the July 26, at 1:29 a.m. A 

resident of Marsh Harbour contacted 
the MHPS and reported that, same date, 
person(s) unknown removed his 24 foot 
vessel with a dark blue hull outfitted with 
twin 150 hp Suzuki engines. 

At about 2:00 a.m. Officers of the 
MHPS travelled to Hope Town, where the 
vessel was recovered at 3:30 a.m.                                                                        

                                                                                
Illegal Immigration
On 26/7/14 at about 6:55pm, officers 

of the MHPS reported making a check of a 
gold vehicle driven by a 29 year old male 
of Dundas Town along with 3 female pas-
sengers suspected of being illegal immi-
grants in the area of the new airport road. 

Officers questioned the said females 
in reference to their documentation. None 
of the females could speak any English at 
the time and as a result the (3) three fe-
males along with the driver was taken to 
the MHPS for further investigation.                     

All parties were handed over to im-
migration officials.

Insulting the Bahamian Flag (Suspect 
Arrested)

On July 26, at 8:05 p.m., Police at 
Treasure Cay Police Station received in-
formation of a Bahamian flag being flown 
in a degrading manner in the Sand Banks 
shanty town.

Arrest:
As a result, a team of police officers 

visited the Sand Banks community and ar-
rested three (3) Haitian nationals - one fe-
male and two males. Charges are expected 
to be filed in this matter.

Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel:	242-367-2655	•		Fax:	242-367-2464
Cell:	242-577-5322	•	242-359-6839

Big Cat Equipment

Nassau 242-457-4SOD (4763) or 225-4SOD (4763)
Abaco 242-357-6975  Fax: 242-367-2424

G R A S S
G R A S S
G R A S S

From Our Farm to Your Door!

We Now Have 
SOD

for Immediate
Delivery!

Consis
tent A

dverti
sing

PAY
S O

FF Place 5 Business Classifieds & 
Get the 6th for FREE!

$45 for Black & White
$55 for One Spot Color

$65 for Full Color
Rates are per issue. Ad placement is once or twice monthly. 

For More Information Contact Us at
367-3200 or E-mail: AbaconianNews@gmail.com 

Business Service Directory

SOUTH ISLAND SOLAR
Abaco’s First Choice in Alternative Energy Solutions

. Solar Panels . Solar Batteries

. Solar Pool Pumps . Solar A/C Units

. Back up Power Systems

. Solar Golf Cart Charging System

. Solar & Instant Hot Water Heaters

. System Installations & Maintenance

. Charge Controllers/Chargers/Inverters 

FINANCING

 AVAILABLE!!

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS

242.458.7734
mike@southislandsolar.com

w w w.southislandsolar.com

Crime Report
Crime                      From Page 12

People

By Canishka Alexander
An act of kindness can go a long way, 

so much so, that it becomes a legacy for 
families to build upon.

After dedicating 42 years of her 
life to Scotiabank Ltd.’s Marsh Harbour 
Branch, Ruby Albury, who began working 
at the bank on November 8, 1971, retired 
this week.

Of all that she accomplished, her 
kindness and thoughtfulness were what 
were remembered most among her fam-
ily members, colleagues and longstanding 
customers.

Chervain Stuart was the moderator 
for the retirement party held at Bahama 
Beach Club on July 26, and Craig Allen 
provided the entertainment. In her re-
marks, Chervain said that all of the em-
ployees had drawn wisdom, knowledge 
and skills from Ruby.

“When I came in, I saw you as the 
mother of Scotiabank because you were 
the oldest person, and wisest person there 
when it came to do with anything cash 
and custody. I could go to Ruby and she 

Ruby Albury’s retires after 42 
years of service at Scotiabank

Above: Ruby with her granddaughters Deanna and Amelia McDonald.

was sure to go by the manual,” Chervain 
shared.

Courtney Chandler gave a touching 
tribute to Ruby, noting that both of their 
mothers – Olga Roberts and Lilla Stra-
chan (both deceased) – formed a bond so 
close between the two families that it lasts 
throughout present-day generations.

“We all have one life to live, and it 
does matter how we live it,” Chandler re-
flected. “When I began working at Scotia-
bank, Ruby embraced me [and] she encour-
aged me and shared her knowledge with 
me unselfishly. When Ruby went away, 
she would bring back keepsakes for all of 
the staff members; she was even thinking 
about us then.”

Another Scotiabank colleague, Mary 
Whylly, read a tribute on behalf of Pat-
rick Bethel, who was unable to attend the 
event. Bethel first opened an account at 
Scotiabank in 1977, and because of Ruby’s 
pleasant nature, he has always felt a part of 
Scotiabank.

Her granddaughter Amelia McDon-
ald sang a song as a tribute to her before 
remarks were given by former Scotiabank 
Marsh Harbour Manager, Lasonya Mis-
sick, who also attended the event. She told 
the audience that she gained more than just 
a colleague through Ruby.

“Ruby has become a friend, she has 
become a confidante, and I cannot imag-
ine the Scotiabank Marsh Harbour branch 
without Ruby in those four walls,” Laso-
nya said. “I have been personally blessed 
to have had Ruby in my life… and I am so 
thankful that I’ve had you all of this time to 
make me who I am today.”

Laura Albury thanked Ruby for be-
ing instrumental in her decision to work at 
Scotiabank and in becoming “a proud Sco-
tiabanker for the past 17 years.”

Paula Hart in her congratulatory re-
marks from Scotiabank’s head office in 
Nassau, recorded Ruby as having worked 
in many positions as: teller, clerk, an ac-
counting clerk, operations officer and se-
nior operations officer of Accounting De-
partment, operations officer of Customer 
Service, credit assistant, service manager, 
credit officer, assistant manager of opera-
tions service, and lastly, assistant manager 
of Small Business Department.

“Ruby, tonight we pause to publicly 
thank you for all that you have done and 
particularly for being just you. Through 
the good and bad times, you held fast and 
weathered the storms,” Paul declared.

Please see Service            Page  15
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family as an employee there for so many 
years.

“And that’s what drove me day af-
ter day, my family, they came first,” Ruby 
reflected. “Also my customers now my 
friends, and my Scotiabank family I thank 
God for you all.

“I don’t know what’s going to happen 
on the Monday morning after the Friday; I 

  SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS	FOR	SALE

MISCELLANEOUS	FOR	SALE

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS	FOR	SALE

Aluminium Tandem Axle Trailer, 2008 Con-
tinental, approx 3500 lb capacity (up to 21’ 
boat) Excellent condition. Duty Paid. $3500. 
Call 458-8523 or e-mail: k.s.goff@bellsouth.
net

9’ Fiberglass Dinghy, Hope Town  $350. 
Please call 242.366.0635

15’ Tuppins with 60HP Mercury engine. 
Asking $5,500. Call 375-8138 or email: 
bmobydick@aol.com

21’ Robolo, 200hp, 4-stroke Honda, new bat-
teries, bow dodger with cushions, saltwater 
washdown, VHF, GPS, Sirius Radio, alumi-
num trailer. $14k. Call 477-5162

22’ Glacier Bay 2240 SX -2008, Twin Ya-
maha F115’s, just over 200 hrs. Toilet, twin 
Garmin’s GPS units, full weather gear, dive 
platform with stainless steel boarding ladder,  
Fresh & raw water wash down and more.  
Very clean. $39,000. 427-3588

26’ Tanga T-Top Boat equipped with elec-
tronics; mini rod holders; factory customized 
stainless tow package; diesel; hull is foam 
filled. $18,999 or best offer. The boat is lo-
cated on Great Guana Cay. Contact  (904) 206-
1720 or E-mail: kimberscove@aol.com

38.9’ Lindsey Globemaster Center Cockpit 
Motorsailer with double fore and aft cabins 
each with a private head. 6’ of headroom in the 
main cabin, 200 hrs on rebuilt Lehman Diesel 
120hp, new paint, 6KW generator. Bah reg, 
Duty Pd, Located MOW Cay, $45k:  Contact 
242-577-0609

42’ 1987-Bertram’ Detroit Diesel x2 
(6v92TAs), Pristine - large cockpit & interior, 
watermaker, Raymarine HybridTouch, Auto 
Pilot, Sirius, DirecTV, 2 spacious staterooms, 
large salon area and galley. Diesel generator. 
All service records. $175,000. 427-3588
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Call	242-367-3200	Fax	242-
367-3677	Email:	abaconian-
news@gmail.com

US TAXATION FOR DUAL CITIZENS:  
Tax Return Preparation & Consulting, Quick-
books and Business Accounting. Florida Con-
tact:  Scott Williams, CPA at 954-419-1000 
Scott@JDGilbert.com  and www.jdgilbert.com

Classified	Advertisements
Items	for	Sale,	Employment,	Services,	Cars	&	Boats

Boulders of Sale. All different sizes. For more 
information call: 367-2833 or 458-2808

GE Compact Fridge, with small freezer, 
black w/ss door. 21”w x 33”h x 21”d. Excel-
lent condition. $275. Call 458-8523 or e-mail: 
k.s.goff@bellsouth.net

Paslode Nail Gun #325, 30 degree, new, still 
in box, never used, duty paid $500. Call 458-
8523 or e-mail: k.s.goff@bellsouth.net

Husband & Wife Team are seeking a job 
as caretakers on the Cays or Mainland. Tel: 
242-636-0618, 367-3417 or E-mail: bain50@
hotmail.com

RENTAL	HOUSES	AND	
APARTMENTS

RENTAL	HOUSES	AND	
APARTMENTS

PROPERTY	&	HOUSES	 
FOR	SALE

FOR	RENT	OR	SALE The New Plymouth Inn, Located in historic 
New Plymouth on Green Turtle Cay. The inn 
features quiet Colonial charm with 11 guest 
rooms, 50 seat restaurant and bar, garden and 
pool. Could be for spa, bonefish lodge, cor-
porate retreat, school for art, culinary, ocean 
research, sailing or family home. Designated 
historic landmark, circa 1820. Tax exempt. For 
sale by the owner of forty years. Priced to sell! 
Call 1-242-365-4138 or 242-559-9104. 

PROPERTY	&	HOUSES	 
FOR	SALE

Marsh Harbour, Sky Developers 2 bed/1 
bath, furnished, with A/C, washer and drier, 
water included, $1100/mo. Call Mrs. Green at 
367-2660

Marsh Harbour, 2 bed, 1 bath apt, fully fur-
nished, washer/dryer, water included. Call 
475-1266

Marsh Harbour, luxury penthouse for rent, 
3 bed, 3.5 bath, pool, beach, dock, at The 
Crossing Condos. Call 577-0277 or email: 
neil@hgchristie.com

Marsh Harbour - Coves Estates, fully fur-
nished Two Bedroom, Two Bathroom Apart-
ment, no kids or pets, looking for long term 
renters. For more information call: 367-2446, 
serious inquiries only.

Marsh Harbour, Two Story Island Style ex-
ecutive home, located close to Abaco Beach 
Resort and Little Orchard, 3 bed, 3 bath, ful-
ly furnished, office/craft room, can make 4th 
bedroom, 2,000 sq.ft. Long term lease. Rent 
includes twice monthly standard maid service. 
$2,400/m. Contact 367-4485, 475-3392 

Guana Executive Rental, 2 bedroom, fully 
quipped and furnished. $1500, includes cable.  
F.L.S. Call 904-982-2762

Classified	Advertisements
Houses	and	Land	-	For	Rent	and	For	Sale	

Scotland Cay, Abacos Private Island. Mag-
nificent large 4 bedroom, 3 full bath pool 
home, 1 acre on the Abaco Sea, private dock, 
beautifully  furnished, 3 golf carts, 45kw die-
sel generator, landing rights on pvt runway, 
in turn key condition, $1.1m, owner financing 
available. Also available, beautiful lot and boat 
slip in the pvt marina, by owner 561-254-8648 
planesystems@gmail.com 
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Call:	242-367-3200
Fax:	242-367-3677    
Email: AbaconianNews@gmail.com

Marsh Harbour, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1500 sq. ft.  
home for rent or for sale, 18KW generator, 
fenced yard, well water. For more information 
please call 367-2289

“Ruby, I thank God for lending you 
to us here at Scotiabank Bahamas Ltd. – 
a woman who has labored in Scotiabank’s 
vineyard for 42 years, and one who has 
made a valuable contribution, which is 
truly appreciated.”

Meanwhile, Scotiabank Manager 

Sharlene Major shared how she had grown 
to appreciate her in the short space of six 
months.

“Ruby truly has a big heart, she is a 
wonderful woman and she shares her kind-
ness and her love openly with everyone.”

Finally, Ruby humbly thanked Sco-
tiabank for honouring her at her retirement 
dinner, and for allowing her to raise her 

know I will be lost.”
As guests raised their glasses to toast 

her for her accomplishments, Ruby came 
forward to receive her gifts. A spectacu-
lar fireworks display followed by dancing 
closed out the event.
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