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fire, the different streams of water used to 
fight fire and when to use them, the differ-
ent types of structural fire, and how fight-

ing fire differs 
with a gas or 
electrical fire.

Claridge 
first began 
working for 
the volunteer 
fire depart-
ment doing 

paperwork for John Hall, the former fire 
chief. However, she didn’t experience her 
first fire until the one at Sawyer’s Market, 
and now more than 10 years later, she’s 
still actively involved.

“There’s no training like hands-on 
training,” Claridge advised.

Like Charmaine, the best training 
for Cooke was going to fires with a more 
knowledgeable firefighter. Nevertheless, 
she is always mindful of staying safe at 
all times.

“For example, the last big fire that 
raged through Central Pines and into 
BEC's Compound… In the middle of the 
fire in BEC's yard, the water was turned 
off to the hydrants in Central Pines.  We 
had fire trucks that needed to refill and get 
back to the scene, but instead had to race 
around to find a hydrant that was work-
ing,” she said.

Because of her travels, Stuart-Limp-
eres has been a firefighter on and off for 
the past eight years, nevertheless, she al-
ways ends up back on the team.

“Seeing that the fire department here 
on Abaco is [volunteer-based], I grab on 
to those kinds of experiences because 

that means everyone who is on board are 
doing what they do from their heart,” 
Stuart-Limperes said. “They do not get 
paid, and they do not even get close to 
receiving the proper recognition for all 
the hard work they put into keeping the 
trucks functioning properly alone. In say-
ing this, I truly believe that more people 
on the island should be aware of the types 
of fires these fire people are fighting and 
the actual danger involved.”

“We all do the same type of work. 
The fire doesn’t know if you’re a man or 
a woman – you just do what you have to 
do,” Claridge said. “I have seen all types 
of situations, but I love what I do because 
it is a way for me to give back to the com-
munity.”

Of course, there have been many 
life-changing experiences for Claridge 
and the other firefighters, but the one 
that was most memorable for her was in 
Sweeting’s Track.

“We worked for three days straight, 
and some of us only had two hours’ sleep 
before we were back on again,” Claridge 
remembered. “Claude and I looked down 
at Sweeting’s Track afterward and were 
amazed. We did not lose a house, and I 
was quite proud.”

According to Stuart-Limperes, it 
is the house fires that are the most life-
changing experiences.

“Feeling the energy and emotions 
that the firefighters are feeling, and that 
the bystanders are feeling – sometimes 
everything goes by in slow motion, and 
you see all the chaos, the teamwork, the 
searching for family members and prized 
possessions ... it's quite an emotional ex-
perience when you really observe.”

Stuart-Limperes also remembered 
an experience at one of the fires in The 

Mudd a few 
years ago.

“I was 
on my way to 
work at Sapo-
dilly's at the 
time, and I 
was called to 
fight the fire. 
Because of 
the severity 
of the situa-
tion, I went straight in my work clothes, 
and someone took a picture of it. I still 
have the picture of me walking in my nice 
clothes all muddied up with houses blaz-
ing in the background and people running 
around. How could an experience like that 
not impact a life on either end?”

Well, it has impacted these women 
as they call for more community involve-
ment. Claridge’s son and daughter are 
also firefighters, and she said it would be 
good to see more young people involved. 
The community of Abaco and those in 
government can also assist by giving them 
financial support for their day-to-day 
functions.  Presently, there are four fire 
trucks that have to be serviced and fueled 
up on a regular basis, yet they only re-
ceive assistance from local government.

Bethel welcomed the idea of more 
people joining the department to make 
their mark in the community, and she al-
ready has two cousins – Matthew and Mi-
chelle Key – on board.

Moving forward, Bethel said she 
would like to see the fire house fully 
equipped and functional to fight any fire, 
and as a florist and a firefighter, she is 
looking forward to fulfilling both roles as 
she serves the public.

“It has also taught me how important 

teamwork is and to appreciate the family 
you have at the fire house in addition to the 
family you have at home,” Bethel noted. 
“My goals are to make myself available 
to fight fire whenever I am called, and 
to always to look out and think about the 
safety of myself, [my] fellow firefighters 
and the public before I make a decision.”

Seeing more young people and wom-
en join the fire department would be em-
powering for Stuart-Limperes.

“I know a lot of hard working, in-
dependent, and motivated women of all 
ages out there... If more young women 
joined, were proud to be fire women 
[then] more women would start to fol-
low: skinny women, thick women, young 
women, older women,” Stuart-Limperes 
said. “Who cares? When it comes to sav-
ing a family farm or a home development, 
does it really matter your age, race, belief 
system, or sex? Seriously, we all need to 
come together as a community on all lev-
els ... not just the fire department.”

Stuart-Limperes looks forward to 
the existing members and future members 
having more fun group activities together 
with families in a laid-back environment. 
It gives an opportunity for everyone to see 
just how much we are all alike.

With Island Waves in mind, she can 
see where the Centre and fire department 
go hand in hand. They both deal with the 
community, volunteerism, raising aware-
ness and bringing people together for a 
positive cause.

“One way to look at it [is] I like to 
see myself as one to ‘start the flames’ 
when I'm ‘off duty as a fire fighter’ and 
vice versa when the real flames start blaz-
ing,” Stuart-Limperes said.

“Feeling the 
energy and 
emotions – 
sometimes 
everything 
goes by in 

slow motion,” 

“we all need to 
come together 
as a 
community on 
all levels”

Firefighters                 From Page 1



July  15, 2012       The Abaconian        Section B     Page 3





July  15, 2012       The Abaconian        Section B     Page 5

Turnquest speaks to 
youth leaders 

about developing 
community awareness

By Samantha Evans
The Director of Youth, Sports and 

Culture, Darron Turnquest, was on Abaco 
on Saturday June 30 to facilitate a one day 
training with local youth leaders on Abaco. 

This session was one of three that the 
twenty-plus youth leaders will attend in or-
der for them to receive their Ministry of 
Youth, Sports, and Culture Youth Leaders 
Certification.  

The adults attending this session rep-
resented school programs, church groups, 
and private organizations. 

This session began with Mr. Turn-
quest speaking to the leaders about this 
certification program and the reason the 
Ministry of Youth deciding to offer it.  He 
spoke to them about youth being assets to 
the community and ways that youth main-
streaming can take place. He told the lead-
ers that the youth they serve have rights 
too and should be empowered, allowed to 
participate and not discriminated against in 
any way. He gave these youth leaders con-
ditions that will allow them to enable youth 
to thrive and make good choices.

Next, he spoke to them about con-
flict resolution and anger management. He 
took them through the mediation process 
then allowed them to role-play situations 
that young people may struggle with and 
possibly bring to youth meetings. He also 
shared resources with them that will help 
them to make youth meetings more excit-
ing, to become persons that the youth can 
depend on when they experience life chal-
lenges, and become coaches to help steer 
them in the direction of their dreams. 

School & Youth News

C.O.B. Extended 
Learning Program 

By Samantha Evans
The College of the Bahamas Extend-

ed Learning Program started its first class 
in late May with first-stage plumbing. 

Numerous local plumbers are en-
rolled in the class and it is scheduled to 
end in a few short weeks. The instructor 

for this class is Master Plumber from Nas-
sau. After this class ends, the Introduction 
to Accounts class is scheduled to begin on 
July 24, and the Introduction to Human 
Resources Management class is scheduled 
to begin on July 26. 

Those interested in these classes must 
have a valid Bahamian passport and pre-
pared to pay at least half of the tuition fees 
before the class begins. According to lo-
cal coordinator Juliett McCafferty there 
has been much interest in the classes but 
numerous persons do not have a valid Ba-
hamian passport. She stated that COB is 
hoping to start degree programs soon like 
in Grand Bahamas but are still trying to 
feel out the market. 

In September, they have plans to of-
fer Culinary Classes with Chef Charles 
Smith, Massage Therapy Classes and Col-
lege Prep Classes in Math and English. 
Those interested can meet with her at the 
Ministry of Education Office by Appoint-
ment only. At these meetings she will dis-
cuss programs, give out application forms 
and collect applications. The meetings will 
be held at this location until COB acquires 
an office for their program in the new ad-
ministrative building. 

All classes are held at Abaco Central 
High School from 6-9 p.m. The instructor 
the Human Resources class will be Simone 
Mullings and a local banker will teach the 
accounts class. Interested applicants can 
contact Jules at 533-2240. 

Horizons Academy 
receives donation from 

local hotelier

By Samantha Evans
Horizons Academy is a unique school 

on Abaco that offers both Bahamian and 
United States curriculum of study to stu-
dents. 

Owner and administrator Simone 
Bowe-Mullings has been running the 
school for one year and even though she 
has been able to keep the school opera-
tional, it could not remain afloat without 
donations from the public. 

In recent weekends, this prep school 
received a donation of office furniture from 
Winding Bay. The items were some desks, 
chairs and filing cabinets. 

The staff is grateful for the items and 
appeals to other businesses that have furni-

ture that they can donate to do so in time 
for the new school year. 

Other items they are in need off in-
clude pre-school toys and games, reading 
books, educational board games, educa-
tional supplies, and volunteers. The tele-
phone contact at the school is 225-1853. 

Nurturing Brotherhood 
Art Program helps local 

artist pursue career

By Samantha Evans
Antoine Edmond and Art Teacher 

Stacia Pitt travelled to Nassau for the open-
ing of the Public Treasury Art Program un-
der the theme “Nurturing Brotherhood.” 

The purpose of this initiative was to 
recognize and encourage young Bahamian 
artists, showcase their work and show ap-
preciation for art education in The Baha-
mas. The work of Antoine was first seen 
at the Ministry of Education’s Art Exhibi-
tion held at the Marathon Mall earlier this 
year and as a result of the great pieces he 
submitted, caught the attention of Ministry 
of Education Art and Craft Officer who as-
signed him a mentor. That mentor was lo-
cal artist Zyandric Jones. 

Mr. Jones completed his 3D Anima-
tion and Visual Arts Effect Diploma from 
Vancouver Film School. He had the privi-
lege of mentoring Antoine for one month. 
According to Edmond, this month was a 
great one. He got a chance to expand his 
knowledge of art by learning about mix 
media art, which is using different art ma-
terials such as newspaper, paint, photos, 

and magazines to bring his piece to life. 
He further learned how to place more 

of himself into his work of art. He consid-
ers himself to now be more exposed and as 
a result of this his artwork is more expres-
sive. Antoine believes that with the help of 
Mr. Jones, he has now found his artistic 
niche, which has boosted his confidence in 
his ability. 

The art piece that he submitted for 
Nurturing Brotherhood was called “An-
toine.” It showcased his past struggles with 
alcohol, drugs, sex, life stress, peer pres-
sure, procrastination and disappointment.  
He showed the hands of those pressuring 
him outstretched and around his neck, 
waist, and on his head trying to sway him 
yet; he remained focused. 

Above: Antoine Edmond has been pursuing 
a career in art since his graduation. He is 
working to further his education. He trav-
elled to Nassau for the opening of the Pub-
lic Treasury Art Program where he submit-
ted his piece reflecting on life’s struggles.

Please see Art                      Page  6
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Now that he has graduated, Edmond 
stated that he would begin painting com-
mercially so that he can raise money to go 
off to college to pursue art. He is fortu-
nate as he has already been commissioned 
to paint some art pieces for the Christmas 
holiday. 

Antoine’s work has been showcased 
all over Abaco and in competitions in Nas-
sau as well so he is no stranger to this in-
dustry. 

The art exhibition will remain open in 
Nassau until October.    

School & Youth News
Art                              From Page 5

Island Waves expands 
to West Africa 

By Canishka Alexander
Although small in stature, Garnell 

Stuart-Limperes is a force to be reckoned 
with as she continues to branch out in dif-
ferent communities, and that includes one 
in West Africa, in her pursuit of positive 
initiatives for young people. 

Last month, the Island Waves Sierra 
Leone West Africa Branch was started by 
a few interested individuals in the college 
community, and they now have 15 to 20 
members involved.

“I have a lot of positive international 
links that I stay connected with on Face-
book,” Stuart-Limperes said. “One of the 
young men showed an interest on my Island 
Waves Marsh Harbour Abaco Branch, and 

asked to follow our model to do something 
positive in their community.”

The West African center includes 
people of all ages and genders who are art-
ists and musicians, and they are involved 
in similar activities like the one on Abaco. 
However, Stuart-Limperes said that her 
colleagues in Africa are still in the prelimi-
nary stages of planning.

So far, though, there’s been one gen-
eral public meeting where they took pic-
tures of themselves talking about future 
goals, and they have made UNITY cards 
with positive sayings on them – some of 
which hang on the walls at the Marsh Har-
bour Center.

Stuart-Limperes said: “They plan to 
do the same sorts of activities, but add in 
the beauty of their own culture. You don’t 
have to change the world, just light up 
your corner [and] make it clear where you 
are.”

As far as plans to visit goes, she said 
she would love to travel to Africa to meet 
everyone personally; however, her center 
on Abaco has to first receive more fund-
ing.

“It’s a beautiful thing when people 
from other countries show such an inter-
est,” Stuart-Limperes said. “It brings 
strength and hope that we can keep each 
other grounded in hard times, and to keep 
each others’ spirits up when we feel tempt-
ed to give up on our expressive paths.”

From a more local standpoint, there 
are plans to open an Island Waves branch 
in Nassau as well as community centers 
throughout the world, so that everyone can 

unite, learn about each other’s cultures, 
and spread a positive message within our 
communities.

Her aim is to bring people of all ages, 
races, religions and walks of life together 
for a common goal to better lives and for 
the future of the youth. Even with that 
particular goal in mind, Stuart-Limperes 
realizes that it’s not going to be an easy 
journey.

“All of us who get involved are 
aware that this is a new concept to many, 
and we must be the role models for those 
who are either skeptical or waiting to see 
the direction in which this project is going 
in,” she said.

Vacation Bible School 
held in Marsh Harbour

By Samantha Evans
International Gospel Mission hosted 

Vacation Bible School at the church in 
Marsh Harbour from July 2 to the 6, un-
der the theme “Amazing Wonders of Avia-

tion.” 
According to assistant leader Tri-

cia Brouwers, the focus was on teaching 
youth to have God be their pilot since he is 
the one with the flight plan for their lives.  
While there, the kids took part in singing, 
Bible, crafts and activities, and games. 
They also got a chance to build relation-
ships with the teen role models who came 
from Calvary Church in Chicago. 

Jon and Tricia Brouwers have been 
coming to Abaco since 2007 and a trip that 
started out with just them and their kids 
now includes a group of teens and others 
as well.  This year the team is made up of 
twelve people ranging in age from 15 to 
62.  To assist them, they also have local 
volunteers from the host church, including 
Pastor Jake Stortenbecker, and some teens 
who have been coming to the VBS since 
they were little. 

Jon stated that his heart is blessed to 
see these teens now working and living for 
the Lord. He was further impressed to see 

Please see VBS                  Page  7 

Above: children attend Vacation Bible School during July 2 - 6. The theme was “Amazing 
Wonders of Aviation.”
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School & Youth News
This year Miller moves up into the 

next age group, with faster time standards.  
He knows he needs to step up his train-
ing both locally and abroad in order to stay 
close to the pack.  He says his goals for the 
2012 - 2013 are to train hard, perfect his 
technique in all four disciplines, perform 
well again in the Nationals, and represent 
the Bahamas again next summer.

Miller                    From Page 13

Abaco Central High 
principal to leave Abaco 

By Mirella Santillo
After two years as Principal of Abaco 

Central High School in Murphy Town, Ar-
thur Jones is being posted back on Grand 
Bahama. 

In a final interview before he leaves 
Abaco, the principal recalled the chal-
lenges he has faced upon taking over con-
trol of the large high school ( 603 students 
last year) and the goals he had set for the 
school, should be continued.

When he arrived on Abaco, he said 
he was assaulted with negative reports 
from the community. But “after getting my 
hands wet, I thought they were not justi-
fied, as far as negativity,” he said. “Nega-
tive footprints in high schools are more 
usual than thought”, he commented.

A first assessment showed him that 
the morals were low. There was a lack of 
confidence emanating from the communi-
ty, so the first thing he wanted to do was 

to get the students’ confidence up and to 
instill in them a sense of pride. For that he 
had to get help from the teachers and con-
vinced them that the students were worth 
being challenged. He wanted them to push 
the kids.

He soon realized they had talents, in 
poetry, arts, sports, singing; talents that 
could be harnessed and showcased, then 
the academics would follow. A school 
song was composed to awaken their pride 
in the high school.

His theme for the first year was “rise 
to the challenge.” For the second year it 
became: “rising to the standard.” Accord-
ing to the Principal, the teachers raised 
their level too.

“If the community and home is out of 
whack, let’s make the school a safe place 
for them,” was Jones’ philosophy in re-
sponse to their excuses.

For the year 2010-2011, 80 percent 
of the students in Grade 12 graduated. That 
number is up five percent over last year.

 His goals for the future were to try 
to enroll more help from the males in the 
community and give the students a direc-
tion to follow, especially the boys. He 
would have tried to establish clubs within 
the school such as Kiwanis or Interact. He 
hopes that BTVI will implement permanent 
programs on Abaco to give students a dif-
ferent avenue of learning.

During the first year in tenure, he as-
sessed the discipline and violence problems 
as controllable. Last school year, the dis-
cipline was fine but not the violence. The 

Please see Principal        Page 17
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Church News
St. John’s Anglican 

Church holds annual 
church fair

By Mirella Santillo
 The Anglican Church’s tenth annual 

fair was held on June 30 in front of the Par-
ish Hall in Marsh Harbour.

The fair weather over Marsh Har-
bour that day allowed people to patronize 
the event that had attractions for all age 
groups. The attendance was not as high as 
in previous years because of lack of ad-
vertising, other functions taking place that 
day and the fact that it was held nearly a 
month later than usual, but Reverend Will-
ish Johnson is nonetheless grateful for the 
support of the people who attended.

Nadeen Beneby offered Bromeliads 
in blooms, Native Roses, Bridal Bouquets 
and much more for sale. Her first two sales 
were donations to the church.

There were many games to keep 
the children occupied such as punch-ball, 
hoop-la, face painting, and the bouncing 
castle, which was full most of the day. 
There was even a slide and swing set.

A whole crew of parishioners and 
volunteers attended the grilling and dis-
tribution of food which had all been do-
nated.  A ten dollar ticket gave the bearer a 
choice of either barbecued chicken or ribs, 
or fried chicken or fish, served as platters 
with macaroni and cheese, cole slaw, plan-
tains and corn.

However, conch fritters, cakes, ice 
cream, daiquiris and peanut brittles kept 
the browsers happy on the fair grounds.

DJ Lydell Ferguson played music un-
til late in the afternoon. It was after 7:00 
p.m. when the last supporters left.

Willimae Edgecombe coordinated the 
fair. The proceeds of the event will go to 
towards funding capital projects for the 
Parish Hall such as updating the bathrooms 
and repairing the roof. 

Soul Saving Ministries 
hosts week of revival

By Samantha Evans
Under the theme “A Call to Repen-

tance” Soul Saving Ministries Internation-
al held a week of revival services at the 
church on Forest Drive beginning June 25 
to 28.

Speakers for the week were Pastor 
Burnell Parker from Revival Time Pente-
costal Church, Minister Marvin Mills from 
Soul Saving Ministries, Pastor Tyrone 
Mills from End Time Harvest Church, 
Crown Haven, Pastor Terrance McDon-
ald, and Pastor Lawrence Arnett.  

On Thursday night, Minister Marvin 
Mills from the host church was the speak-
er. He encouraged people to check their at-
titude and motives. The service ended with 
praise, worship, praying and repentance.  

Couples attend the “In 
It to Win It” marriage 

seminar in June

By Samantha Evans
Married couples and soon-to-be mar-

ried couples got a chance to learn from 
Raymond and Olivia Wells on their secret 
to having a fruitful marriage.  Their pub-
lished book entitled “In it to Win It,” was 
the focus of the two-night seminar held at 
Faith Convention Center on June 29 and 
30.  

The couple has been married for 
twenty-one years and it was due to some 
personal issues that threatened their mar-
riage that this book was born. 

Since the tour began, the couple, 
their children and their staff have already 
been to Freeport and Exuma, and when 
they leave Abaco they will head to Bimini 
and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

All of their books and workbooks 
were on sale each night. The couple also 
added mid-day services at Change Minis-
tries International. 

Below: Raymond and Olivia Wells host the 
“In it to Win it” marriage seminar. They 
have travelled throughout the country to 
help couples

Remembering Family and Friends

Please remember to buckle up.
Encourage your friends and family.
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