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ONLY one desk and chair
was empty in the sixth grade
class at Columbus Primary
School yesterday.

Exactly one week ago, a
quiet but well-liked Marco
Archer sat at that desk sur-
rounded by a group of class-
mates he interacted with until
school was dismissed that
day.

He was absent from that
seat for his favourite lessons
in mathematics and language
the following Monday, due to
his disappearance last Friday
afternoon. 

And on Wednesday, stu-
dents and faculty at the
school learned that Marco
would never return to that
seat after his lifeless body was
discovered in bushes at the
rear of an apartment complex
in Cable Beach.

The atmosphere at the
school that abused and bru-
tally murdered Marco attend-
ed was a somber one yester-
day. 

While wreaths were being
hung around the Wulff Road
and Collins Avenue campus,
indicating the death and loss
of a student and friend, the
school did its best to go about

a normal day without the
sixth grader.

However, sixth grade
teacher of the deceased, Raj
Farrington, told The Tribune
his class and others are still
taking the loss of their friend
hard.

She said: “The classmates,
they took it really hard.
They’re still taking it hard.
Even this morning, they were
praying for his soul and when
they were being counseled
they were asking questions.”

Two of the questions asked
stood out to her, she said,
“but I could only answer one
of them”.

“They want to know ‘why
God didn’t save him’ and
they asked ‘Why do the
authorities let bad people get
away and let them out on
bail?’ These are the children’s
questions, not mine.

“I told them that I didn’t
have the answer to the latter
question but in regards to
their first question I told
them that maybe God needs
and wanted him (Marco
Archer) in heaven with him,
maybe that’s why he didn’t
save him. I couldn’t really
think of any other answer to
give them.”
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ON SATURDAYS WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN . . . 

DAY
TO GO

AS MARCO MURDER PROBE CONTINUES, HIS CLASSMATES ASK . . . 

SEE page two

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE THREE men assisting police
with their investigations into the sexual
assault and brutal murder of 11-year-
old Marco Archer were still in custody
last night.

Police remained tightlipped over the
details surrounding the discovery of the
young boy’s body in bushes in Western
New Providence on Wednesday.

Last night, senior officers confirmed
investigators are now trying to deter-
mine whether the suspect may be linked
to additional crimes.

CALLS for authorities to create a sex
offenders register continued a day after 11-
year-old Marco Archer was found dead. 

Supporters of such a list feel it would
protect the public from attacks by alerting
them when a sexual offender is released
from prison or when they move into a neigh-
bourhood. 

However critics of the proposal said cre-
ating a public register would alienate con-
victs who have completed their prison terms,
make it harder for them to reintegrate into
society and make them targets for perse-
cution. 

Her Majesty’s Prison Superintendent Dr
Elliston Rahming said such a policy would
be like placing additional prison time on
inmates who have already served their allot-

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Chief Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

NOTING the cultural and psycho-
logical impact of foreign workers on
the Bahamian society, Chinese Ambas-
sador Hu Shan said his Embassy has
ensured that no more than 4,000 Chi-
nese labourers will be in the Bahamas
at any one time during the building of
the $3.2 billion Baha Mar project.

With 8,150 work permits already ear-

SEE page eight SEE page eight SEE page eight

SEX OFFENDERS REGISTER
‘WOULD PROTECT PUBLIC’ ‘NO MORE THAN 4,000’

CHINESE WORKERS IN
BAHAMAS AT ONE TIME

THREE STILL IN CUSTODY
IN MARCO INVESTIGATION

CHINESE AMBASSADOR:

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

VIOLENT offenders are
not given a final mental eval-
uation before they are
released from Fox Hill prison,
an official confirmed. 

Prisoners must meet with a
pre-release unit before the
end of their sentence, howev-
er that panel only offers anger
management classes, help
finding a job and tips on deal-
ing with society, but does not
assess mental health.

“There's no pre-release
mental evaluation,” said Her

VIOLENT OFFENDERS
‘NOT GIVEN FINAL
MENTAL EVALUATION
BEFORE RELEASE
FROM PRISON’

SEE page eight

MARCO ARCHER’S desk
was empty at Columbus

Primary yesterday.

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff
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She says this tragedy is not one that anyone, “especially
his classmates” will ever forget.

“Even when they grow up and tell their children and
grandchildren of Marco’s life, their friend, up to the end,
they will remember him.”

When asked how she felt about the ordeal of losing her
student, Ms Farrington admitted it was really difficult to
come to terms with what happened, from Marco going
missing last Friday to the gruesome discovery of his body
five days later. 

“Even after he had been missing for a few days, I still
had hope. I still had that strong feeling that they would
find him alive. I was hoping they would for his family’s
sake. So it was a real shock for me and its really devas-
tating.”

Ms Farrington, like the murder victim’s family and
the rest of the country, wants to know just one thing:
“Why would someone want to bring any harm to a young
child like that?” 

She said that Marco was a promising student who was
“never late or absent” and got “all of his spelling words
correct.”

The school allowed The Tribune to visit the classroom
where Marco studied his favourite subjects, mathematics
and language arts.

All sixteen of his classmates were present while a
counselor was reading a book to them. However, there
were no smiles on their faces or warmth in their eyes, only
worry, confusion and sadness as they frequently stole

glances at the lone unoccupied desk and chair in the
classroom which belonged to young Marco. 

His desk, one of six in three sectioned groups, was
occupied by a potted plant and a composition book with
his first writing assignment for the year, “All about me,”
hanging out on a separate sheet of paper.

The paragraph read: “My name is Marco Archer. I
am 11 years old. I was born on August 22nd 2000 in
Princess Margaret Hospital. I live with my mom and dad
on Brougham Street. My favourite things to do are play-
ing basketball and soccer. My favourite things about
school are math and language. Around this time next
year, I hope to go to junior high school.”

Marcia Roberts, the school’s head teacher, said staff
and pupils are still in shock over Marco’s death and does
not know if the sadness or somber feelings will go away
any time soon.

She said: “Right now the entire school populace is in a
somber mood because of what happened. We had coun-
selors come to the school who talked to the students
about death, we still have persons coming in.”

Ms Roberts doesn’t know when the school will be able
to move past this tragedy, referring to an old saying
“time heals old wounds” but said: “We’re hoping by the
end of the year, that we will have definitely been able to
move past this.”

The head teacher spoke about her interactions with
Marco, describing him as a child “who was very much into
sports”, a model student who attended the school from
the “first grade” and since the beginning of the school
semester “has never been absent or late once.”

‘WHY DIDN’T GOD SAVE HIM?’
FROM page one

A WREATH on the gates of
Columbus Primary School, which

was attended by Marco Archer.

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

PRINCIPAL OF COLUMBUS PRIMARY Marcia Roberts fixes wreath
on the office of the school.

MARCO ARCHER’S sixth grade teacher Raj Farrington (above). 
Mrs Farrington puts a wreath on the classroom door (below).



A NATIONAL “cal l  to
action” rally is being organ-
ised in response to the kid-
napping, assault and murder
of 11-year-old Marco Archer,
it was announced yesterday.

In announcing the event,
act ivist  group Bahamas
Against Crime called the bru-
tal killing “yet another wake-
up call” for a country in grave
danger.

“The question is, whether
the Bahamas is ready to be
awakened from its apparent
state of apathy, indifference
and selfishness,” said BAC in
a statement yesterday. 

“It  seems that  people
respond to crime only when
their interest is threatened.”

Over the years, BAC has
attempted to sensitise the
public about the crisis that
increasing crime will plunge
the nation into.

BAC president Dr William
Thompson said: “Periodically,
Bahamas Against  Crime
organised a march, rally or
other public opportunity for
residents to demonstrate their
commitment to take a stance
against crime.

“In response to this tragic
incident, Bahamas Against
Crime in conjunction with the
Bain Grants Town Advance-
ment Association, will stage

a “National call to action” ral-
ly  on Sunday,  October 9,
2011,  at  Rawson Square,
beginning at 6pm.

“Public and private sector
organisations are invited and
individuals from every walk
of life are urged to participate
in this rally and send a pow-
erful message to the govern-
ment that it is now past time
that this frightening situation
is brought under control.”

Dr Thompson said the
criminals must also be made
to understand that the vast
majority of Bahamians are
not prepared to stand idly by
and watch the destruction of a
once peaceful society.

“Bahamas Against Crime
extends deepest condolences
to the family of little Marco
Archer and the many others
who have suffered greatly,
and continue to suffer, as a
result of the scourge of crime
that is afflicting this nation,”
the statement said.

By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

THE youth arm of the
Free National Movement is
speaking out on crime
against young people in the
Bahamas.

In the wake of the brutal
murder of 11-year-old Mar-
co Archer, the Torch Bear-
ers are calling on society to
do its part in the fight
against crime, especially as
young people are increas-
ingly the victims.

Jamal Moss, president of
group, said: “It was really
disheartening to even hear
in the news reports that he
had gone missing. And now
to know that his life was just
taken away – it’s not easy to
swallow.”

Mr Moss said Marco’s
killing is the result of this
society’s failure to instil
morals in children.

“Parents are not properly
rearing their children and by
enabling wrong behaviour
in children, they’re breed-
ing criminals.

“And when you do that,
persons like Mr Archer
become the unfortunate vic-
tims. If we know we have
these individuals living in
our society, we should
report them to the police.

“What happened to that
little boy should not have
happened.

“I think we are now past
the point where we as par-
ents, and that includes
myself because I’m a father,
we have to protect our chil-
dren by any means neces-
sary. And when I say that, I
mean within the law,” he
said.

Jamal Miller, chairman of
special projects, agreed with
his president.

He said: “It’s a tragic situ-
ation and I just hope that
the perpetrators are brought
to justice.

“I can’t imagine how his

friends are feeling right now,
the teachers, the family, the
mother.

“We just want to extend
our sincerest condolences to
his family. He was only 11
years old.”

The group’s public rela-
tions chairman, Paul Major
II, said: “We need to start
hanging again, lethal injec-
tions or whatever it takes to
show these criminals how
serious we are against
heinous crimes where the
victims are not only the
young people, but all
Bahamians.”

TWO men appeared in Magistrate’s Court yesterday to face
the charge of attempted murder.

Lavon Josey, 26, of Jasmine Gardens and Latorn Braynen, 18,
of Aligeria Drive, were arraigned before Chief Magistrate
Roger Gomez in connection with an attempted killing five
days ago.

The prosecution alleges that on Sunday, September 25, the
accused men, being concerned together, tried to kill Andron-
ic Cash.

The men, who were not represented during the arraign-
ment, were not required to enter a plea to the charge due to the
nature of the offence.

A Voluntary Bill of Indictment will be served against them
in Court One, Bank Lane on Thursday, November 10 at 10am.

This will forward the case directly to the Supreme Court
for trial, bypassing a preliminary inquiry in the Magistrate’s
Court.

The accused men were remanded to Her Majesty’s Prison,
Fox Hill.
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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

FIRST graders at Gerald Cash Pri-
mary yesterday memorialised a fel-
low student killed in a traffic accident
earlier this week.

For some classmates, the tragic
death of six-year-old Benji Cher-Frere
on Wednesday was their first experi-
ence with mortality.

Cozetta Johnson, the school’s prin-
cipal, said: “Everyone is holding up
pretty well. These are only five and
six-year-olds so the counsellors just
spoke to them about death, trying
tofind out what their meaning of it
is.

“Some children may have experi-
enced a death in their family before,

but for some, it would have been the
first death for them.”

Police reports say Benji  was
struck by a white 2007 Toyota Hilux
truck shortly after school on
Wednesday.

Benji was playing with another
child near Cowpen Road, east of
Golden Isles Road, and ventured out
into the street around 3.15pm.

The driver of the truck was travel-
ling west when the incident occurred,
and according to police, was visibly
shaken.

Benji's body was found lying on the
southern side of Cowpen Road.

Mrs Johnson said: “We’re only four
weeks in to the school year so (the
students) were just getting to know
one another, so it’s not as traumatis-
ing.  

“Of course Benji’s teacher would
have had a different experience with
all of this, being an adult. 

“His teacher is handling it well,
she’s maintaining her composure for
the students.”

Mrs Johnson said Benji’s older sib-
ling also attended the school; howev-
er the third-grader is not expected to
return to class this week.

Inger Brathwaite-Archer, Benji’s
teacher, said: “Benji was extremely
quiet, very shy. He came to us from
the early readiness programme so he
was still adjusting to being in a bigger
class.

“Today the class made cards for
him to take home, so that whenever
they feel sad, they can look at the
card and reflect on his happy memo-
ry.”

THE FNM YOUTH ARM
SPEAKS OUT ON CRIME

TWO CHARGED WITH
ATTEMPTED MURDER

‘CALL TO ACTION’ RALLY 
AFTER MARCO ARCHER DEATH

COURT NEWS

PICTURED ABOVE is the desk of six-year-old Benji Cher-Frere. The young boy was killed in a traffic accident on Wednesday afternoon.

 



PLP CHAIRMAN
Bradley Roberts hailed the
party’s “extraordinary new
generation” of candidates.

Mr Roberts said the new
faces on the PLP’s slate for
the upcoming election have
energy, new ideas and a
commitment to “core
Bahamian values”.

“These young candidates
are smart, passionate, com-
mitted, and fired up – they’re
ready to bring real change
and real progress to all
Bahamians,” Mr Roberts
said.

Speaking at the PLP’s job
creation and empowerment
summit on Wednesday, Mr
Roberts said Bahamians are
facing “perhaps the most dif-
ficult and perplexing time”
since independence – espe-
cially in terms of the high
level of unemployment and
underemployment.

“There are very few things
that are more demoralising
than being unemployed,” he
said.  

“The FNM government
loves to talk about the glob-
al economic crisis, and
there’s no question that hard
economic times elsewhere
have an impact on the
Bahamas.

“But the real truth is,
FNM policies have made this
recession much worse for the
Bahamas. The record will
show that this government
has always chosen to put pol-
itics first, never Bahamians.

“In fact, one of the first
things the FNM did when it
came to power was cancel
legitimate contracts executed
by Perry Christie’s govern-
ment, resulting in far too
many jobs delayed and
deferred and lost forever.

“Jobs that families were
counting on – gone, because
of petty politics,” Mr
Roberts said.

He said the party’s new
candidates understand this
and the other challenges fac-
ing the country, and are
ready to “fight the good
fight.”

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Murder
accused Simon Simeon told
the Supreme Court he did
not shoot Sylvanus Strachan,
and denied telling police that
he had.

After Senior Justice Hart-
man Longley told Simeon he
could testify, remain silent,
or give an unsworn state-
ment, Simeon decided to give
sworn evidence from the wit-
ness stand on Wednesday.

Defence Attorney Mario
Grey is representing Simeon.

Before the defence opened
its case, Prosecutors made an
application for an amend-
ment to the murder indict-
ment, changing the date of
the incident from December
21, 2008 to December 29,
2008.

It is alleged that Simeon
shot 31-year-old Sylvanus
Strachan at the Lodge Hall
on East Sunrise Highway.

After having a few drinks
at a bar in Hawksbill, Sime-
on said, he contacted his
friend Nigel to borrow some
money.

“Nigel told me he was at a
party and to come for it,” he
recalled.

Simeon said he drove to
the party at the Lodge Hall
with his girlfriend, Lakita
Gardiner, and two other
male friends.

After getting the money
from Nigel, they all went
inside for drinks, he said.

Simeon said he was stand-
ing outside talking with his
friend, but his girlfriend
wanted to leave so he did not
stay long.

The accused said he was at
the party about 30 minutes.

“Did anything happen at
the party?” Mr Grey asked.
“No, sir,” he replied.

Simeon, who lives in

Hawksbill, said after leaving
home with his uncle on Jan-
uary 21, 2009, he was arrest-
ed by police. 

He said Sgt Darrell Rolle
told him of his right to
remain silent and asked him
why he hadn’t turned him-
self in.

Simeon said he told Sgt
Rolle that he did not turn
himself in, because he didn’t
know he was wanted.

The accused said he was
very familiar with Sgt Rolle
because the officer knew his
family well. 

He said Sgt Rolle allowed
him to make a phone call to
his aunt, who contacted a
lawyer.

Simeon told the court Sgt
Rolle took out a piece of
paper and started writing
on it.

“He told me to tell him
what happened and he will
see what he can do,” he
recalled.

Simeon said Sgt Rolle told
him everything would be fine
and told him to sign the state-
ment.

Simeon – who was expelled
from high school in the ninth
grade – said he cannot read,
but trusted Sgt Rolle and
signed the document.

According to Sgt Rolle’s
testimony, Simeon gave the
statement freely.

He said the accused told
him Strachan rushed at him
with a knife and he pulled a
gun from his waist and fired
to scare him. 

Simeon said he saw his
attorney the following day
during an ID parade, when
he was picked out as the
gunman.

During cross-examination,

prosecutor Erica Kemp asked
Simeon if he and his girl-
friend send text messages to
each other.

Simeon said he could not
recall.

“She told this court that
you text her and she text
you,” Ms Kemp said. “You
can read and write and you
signed a statement.”

She also asked him what
time they arrived at the party.

Although his girlfriend tes-
tified that they arrived
between nine and 10pm,
Simeon said he arrived at
almost 11pm.

Mrs Kemp asked Simeon
if he saw someone grilling at
the party. He said Phillip
Rolle, also known as Booga-
lou, was at the grill.

Mrs Kemp suggested that
Strachan and Simeon had an
exchange of words at the
party.

“Boogalou tried to diffuse
the situation. He got a good
look at you.

“I am putting it to you that
you saw Strachan go to a van
and retrieve something from
under the seat and put it in
his shirt. Strachan was stand-
ing behind the grill. You
were standing in front of
Boogalou and you pointed
the gun at Strachan and
fired,” Ms Kemp said.

Simeon disagreed with her
assertions.

The trial continues.
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By CARA BRENNEN-
BETHEL
cbrennen@tribunemedia.net

PLP chairman Bradley
Roberts unveiled his party’s
plans for a rebuilding and sup-
port programme for business-
es affected by government
road works and a massive
housing development on
Andros to ensure more
Bahamians have access to
affordable real estate.

These were just two of
many initiatives the party dis-
cussed on the first day of its
three-part job creation and
empowerment summit. 

Mr Roberts said the busi-
ness rebuilding and support
programme could include tax
holidays and rebuilding incen-
tives for those whose liveli-
hood was affected by the New
Providence Road Improve-
ment Project. 

“Why should some busi-
nesses bear such a dispropor-
tionate burden? They deserve
a chance to rebuild, to get
back on their feet.

“What is amazing is that

after all the pain and suffering
Bahamians have endured dur-
ing these road works, taxpay-
ers will have to bear cost over-
runs that total $25 million and
growing, on an initial contract
of $120 million, he said.

Mr Roberts also used the
stage to hit out at the govern-
ing party, accusing the FNM
of summarily dismissing long-
standing Customs, Immigra-
tion and Police officers – “jobs
that families were relying on.”

“They raised taxes on
everything that moves, and
some things that don’t, like
the Bible.

“They have presided over
massive mismanagement of
public funds. And they’ve run
up the national debt while for-
getting the most important
thing – you,” he said.

Mr Roberts added that
more must be done to ensure
that young Bahamians have
access to affordable real
estate, which is why a PLP
government would make
Crown land available in
Andros.

“Andros Island, the Big

Yard, the largest land mass
closest to New Providence,
has a sizable Crown land
bank, which can be made
available for the creation of a
new city and extended hous-
ing.

“The natural resource of
potable water is definitely not
an issue, as it is currently avail-
able nearly everywhere on
Andros.

“The PLP will cause the
development of a minimum
of one-third acre lots on
Andros. These subdivisions
will be supported by commer-
cial centres, post offices, clin-
ics, police stations, banks, and
schools. 

“The guidelines for the
grant of Crown land to quali-
fied Bahamians and the time
frame for building homes will
be clearly defined for efficient
and regulatory progress. 

“A low cost, scheduled fast
ferry service will be intro-
duced to allow persons who
embrace the offer to go to and
fro between New Providence
and Andros with ease,” Mr
Roberts said.

ROBERTS HAILS PLP’S ‘EXTRAORDINARY
NEW GENERATION’ OF CANDIDATES

BRADLEY ROBERTS
PLP CHAIRMAN

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays

MURDER ACCUSED DENIES TELLING
POLICE HE SHOT STRACHAN

PLP UNVEILS PROGRAMME TO
HELP BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY
ROAD WORKS, DEVELOPMENT
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ROADWORKS WOES: PLP chairman Bradley Roberts unveiled his party’s plans for a rebuilding and support
programme for businesses affected by government road works (above) and a development on Andros.

COURT NEWS

Simeon decides to give
sworn evidence on stand
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By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

AN electronics store located
downtown was robbed by an
armed man in broad daylight two
buildings across from a police sta-
tion Tuesday afternoon. 

The QBC Radio Shack, located
on East Street north off Bay Street
and seconds from the Central
Police Station, had an undisclosed
amount of cash and goods stolen
from its store.

The store manager spoke to The
Tribune about the incident which
occurred in her absence.

She said: “A gentleman robbed
the store of some cash and goods.
We don’t know how much it was
but it’s just mind boggling right
now.”

She said that the cashier, who
was “seriously shaken up” after
being held up at gunpoint was
assisting police officers with the
investigation in the matter. 

She said she was in shock that an
armed robbery occurred “and in
broad daylight.” However, she was
relieved that no one was physical-

ly hurt.
Officer in charge of the Central

Police Station, assistant Supt Leon
Bethel, confirmed the store man-
ager’s account. 

“It happened shortly after
noon,” he said. “A man entered
the store and made inquiries about
a BlackBerry cell phone. As he
was being handed the cellphone,
he produced what appeared to be
a handgun and demanded cash
from the lone female cashier.”

ASP Bethel said that the armed
robber made off with an undeter-
mined amount of cash and a cell
phone.

When asked about the officers
patrolling the area at the time, he
said: “No police who were
patrolling the area at the time
reported to seeing anything suspi-
cious.” 

He explained that a number of
officers were stationed at the
Supreme Court at the time of the
incident. 

Nevertheless, he said police are
continuing their investigations and
will “be looking at interviewing
other persons who were in the area
when the incident occurred.”

STORE ROBBED ACROSS FROM POLICE STATION
POPULAR ELECTRONICS OUTLET HELD UP IN BROAD DAYLIGHT

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Hotel work-
ers at the Grand Lucayan
Resort walked off the job on
Wednesday as two large tour
buses of travel agents were on
property for a Fam Trip hosted
by Vision Airlines.

As workers assembled in
front of Manor House around
noon to meet with union offi-
cials, police were called in to
disperse the group.

Hubert Saunders, treasurer
at the Bahamas Hotel Catering
and Allied Workers, said
workers had assembled in the
area for a “peaceful meeting”
on the property. 

The union executive said
management is proposing to

make a number of workers
redundant at the resort. 

Mr Saunders claims that the
move is an attempt by man-
agement to rehire the workers
as casual labourers. This would
mean that they would not be
entitled to any benefits under
the industrial agreement. 

He said the jobs of hundreds
of line staff workers will be
affected in various areas,
including Food & Beverage,
Engineering, Spa, Housekeep-
ing and Laundry.

“Last Monday, we met with
management relating to some
workers who they are trying
to make redundant, and their
position is that those persons
will be going home,” Mr Saun-
ders told The Tribune. 

Hotel officials could not be
contacted for comments up to

press time on Wednesday
evening.

In March, some 200 hotel
workers were laid off at the
hotel in Lucaya. Management
said the terminations were nec-
essary to keep the hotel open
and save the jobs of about 800
workers.

The hotel had been experi-
encing low occupancy at the
time. Hutchison Lucaya, the
hotel operators, have been try-
ing to drum up business invest-
ing a lot of money to promote
the property.

The Grand Lucayan Hotel
and Vision Airlines have
entered into a contract to start
air service to the island from
five major US cities on
November 3.

The hotel is hosting some 80
travel agents from Raleigh,

North Carolina, that arrived
on the island on Tuesday
aboard Vision Airlines. It is
the first of five planned Fam
Trips to Grand Bahama.

Workers who walked off the
job on Wednesday were told
by management not to return
to work.

Mr Saunders said: “They are
not allowing persons who came
to the meeting back to work.
We tried to speak with man-
agement to ask why these
workers are not being allowed
back to work, but they refuse
to meet with us.”

The union executive said the
union has a right to meet with
workers on the property.

“We are opposed to the
redundancy of more workers.
Right now, they (management)
are trying to make all areas

redundant and so we are look-
ing at some 500 employees, but
they want to bring them back
as casual workers.

“We want to make sure that
doesn’t happen,” Mr Saunders
said.

The union official said casu-
al workers are working five
and six days compared to per-
manent workers who are only
working one and two days.

“That is a major concern,
and workers are also upset
because they have learned they
will not be getting a Christmas
bonus and ham and turkey
from the company this Decem-
ber,” Mr Saunders said.

Mr Saunders noted that
hairstylists working in the Spa
have been told that they can
rent booths at the resort.

Sandra Rollings, a hairstylist
employed eight years at the
resort, was one of the workers
not allowed back to work.

“The thing about is that I

didn’t apply for this job, they
came looking for me, and I
closed my business to come
work for them.

“We want to be treated fair-
ly and with respect. I have been
employed here for eight years
and they do not abide by the
contract. They don’t give work-
ers sufficient notice,” she said.

Mr Rollings said workers in
the spa work above and
beyond when providing service
to visitors and customers.

Mr Saunders said the union
will file a labour dispute with
the Department of Labour on
Monday.

He claims that employers
are taking advantage of work-
ers in the downturn economy.

“There is no job security for
workers on Grand Bahama
and statements have been
made that there is no work
here so Grand Bahamians
would do anything to work,”
he said.

GRAND LUCAYAN WORKERS WALK OFF JOB
DARING: The store front window of the QBC Radio Shack, located on East Street north off Bay Street and seconds from
the Central Police Station. The store was robbed of an undisclosed amount of cash and goods.
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marked by the Bahamas
government for the project,
Ambassador Hu said they
expect work to begin on the

core part of the project on
November 1 of this year.

During his exclusive inter-
view with The Tribune at his
residence on the Eastern
Road, Ambassador Hu
stressed the importance of
the development receiving
the best possible quality
workmanship and being
completed within its bud-
geted timeframe. However,
he said he found it “interest-
ing” the view expressed by
some Bahamians against the
foreign labour component.

Although he quickly
remarked he would likewise
be protective of the
Bahamas if he were a

Bahamian, Ambassador Hu
stressed the quicker the pro-
ject is completed, the sooner
will the 8,000 post-construc-
tion Baha Mar jobs be made
available to the Bahamian
people.

He said: “I think it is fully
understandable. If I am a cit-
izen of the Bahamas I would
have the same view. But I
believe we can explain to
them (Bahamians) fully that
the earlier the project would
be completed, the earlier
would the new jobs be cre-
ated. I believe the Bahamian
people will understand this,
because none of the work-
ers will remain in the

Bahamas after completing
their jobs. So, the faster the
better.”

Pointing to the successful
completion of the new
National Stadium, Embassy
staff highlighted the majori-
ty of the workers have
already left the country, with
only 10 still remaining to do
minor work on the building.
It was also confirmed the
project utilized $10 million
in locally-purchased materi-
als.

Ambassador Hu said the
Chinese labourers do not
want to remain in the
Bahamas, citing the language
barrier, cultural differences,

and the high cost of living.
However, if a Bahamian

woman were to marry one
of the Chinese workers, he
said he could not in all good
conscience force the work-
er to leave the Bahamas.
However, he joked about
the possibility of such an
event as it appeared that
“local girls” did not fancy his
fellow countrymen.

The Embassy has also
organised training pro-
grammes to bring new work-
ers up to speed on local laws
and customs in an effort to
encourage positive experi-
ences with their Bahamian
co-workers.

LOCAL NEWS
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You’ll wonder how you ever got along without it.

Majesty's Prison Superinten-
dent Dr Elliston Rahming
yesterday. 

When the end of an
inmate's sentence approaches,
the pre-release board meets
with the convict to prepare
him or her for life outside
prison walls. 

"We have a pre-release unit
with a number of behaviour
adjustment programmes. The
person is exposed to anger
management, substance abuse
counselling, family reunifica-
tion, employment skills –
training to help put a person
in the best possible position
to successfully reintegrate but

they don't target a particular
category of offender.” 

Even if an offender exhibits
serious psychosis, the prison
has no other option but to
release them once they have
finished their sentence. 

Dr Rahming said: "We
have no alternative – once his
sentence is complete there's
no alternative but to release
the inmate."

The penitentiary needs a
full-time mental health unit
to monitor and evaluate psy-
chotic inmates while in prison
and before they are released,
he added.

"One of the hopes that I
have, and I know the minister
has been talking about this,
is the need to create a mental

health unit within Her
Majesty's Prison and I antici-
pate that in the not too distant
future we would have it.

"A mental health unit
would cater to sociopaths,
psychopathic needs of certain
inmates.” 

Currently, psychiatrists
from the Sandilands Reha-
bilitation Centre visit the
prison once a week to see
inmates who are referred to
them. This places limitations
on the level of mental care
inmates receive, Dr Rahming
said. 

"We have visiting psychol-
ogists that come to the prison
from Sandilands but the fact
that they are visiting speaks
to their limitations."

As detectives were trying to piece
together the last moments of Marco’s
life, the boy’s sister Tancia Humes
said: “We’re trying, we’re really trying
to hold on. My mom is holding up but
just barely.” 

Marco was last seen leaving his
home on Brougham Street, off Baillou
Hill Road, last Friday between 4pm to
6pm. After going to a neighbourhood
shop for a few items for his mom,
Marco asked if he could use the
change to purchase candy. 

At the time of his disappearance he
was wearing a Bob Marley T-shirt and
long khaki pants.

The sixth grader enjoyed video
games, watching television and chil-
dren's movies, and sports. Two weeks
ago, he joined a boxing club after sav-
ing up his lunch money.

For the next five days, his family
tirelessly searched their community
as they feared the worst. A hunt they
feel was not taken seriously by author-

ities – and the public – until it was too
late.

The Bain and Grants Town Associ-
ation posted a $2,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the apprehension
and conviction of anyone connected to
the matter.

Upon the discovery of Marco’s
body, C B Moss, the association’s pres-
ident, said he was most disturbed by
the sluggish response of the commu-
nity at the onset of his disappearance.

In the days leading up to his dis-
covery, Mr Moss called for the com-
munity to band together against

predators to ensure the incident did
not become a trend. 

He claimed another young boy from
the area had been reported missing
for one day, three weeks ago, and was
found walking along the Cable Beach
strip. 

Police were said to be investigating
the child's abduction.

"We are very determined in this
community to see that this does not
become a trend because there are lots
of children who move around in the
area, sometimes unaccompanied, and
thereby are very vulnerable," Mr Moss

said.
Marco’s badly decomposed body

was discovered in bushes to the rear of
an apartment complex off Yorkshire
Street, Cable Beach, around 10am
Wednesday.

According to Tribune sources, the
chief suspect is 33 and had been jailed
for a similar offence.

It is understood the suspect lives in
an apartment complex near where
Marco’s body was found.

Marco’s case has renewed public
outcry for a registered sex offenders'
list. 

ted sentences. 
"I hear this talk about

developing some register –
that is easy in a big place like
the United States but if a reg-
ister is developed in Nassau
then the court sentence effec-
tively becomes a life sen-
tence. 

"It means I could never
hope to get a job or life again
even if I have changed," said
Prison Superintendent Ellis-
ton Rahming yesterday.

The minister responsible
for Social Services, Loretta
Butler-Turner, said she began
groundwork for a sex offend-
ers register in the beginning of
her term but shelved the idea. 

"When I first became a
minister I felt very strongly
about the implementation of
a sexual offenders register.” 

She said she understands
the outcry but added that the
idea must not be seen as a
"panacea" for preventing sex
crimes. 

"But I think many coun-
tries are finding that once you
identify these people (as sex-
ual offenders) many times
they are rejected everywhere
they go, so what do you do? 

"I think we have to weigh
the pros and cons before we
drive this as a panacea."

Crime activist Rodney
Moncur said he supports a
sex offenders register for con-
victed paedophiles.

He said: "I'm more partic-
ularly interested in a sex reg-
ister in cases of children who
are victims. 

"Children are vulnerable,
are innocent – children can't
give consent."

Police discovered Marco's
partially decomposed body
Wednesday morning in bush-
es in western New Provi-
dence. 

A well-place source in the
RBPF said the boy's body
showed signs of sexual
assault. 

Marco disappeared from
his in Brougham Street last
Friday afternoon. 

His mother said he left
home to buy candy from a
nearby gas station and never
returned. 

Three men are assisting
police in their investiga-
tions. 

FROM page one ‘NO MORE THAN 4,000’ CHINESE WORKERS IN BAHAMAS AT ONE TIME

THREE STILL IN CUSTODY IN
MARCO INVESTIGATION

FROM page one

SEX OFFENDERS
REGISTER ‘WOULD
PROTECT PUBLIC’
FROM page one

VIOLENT OFFENDERS ‘NOT GIVEN
FINAL MENTAL EVALUATION

BEFORE RELEASE FROM PRISON’
FROM page one

HER MAJESTY'S PRISON Superintendent Dr Elliston Rahming



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE fishing industry lost
about $3 million in crawfish-
ing apparatus due to Hurri-
cane Irene, the Bahamas
Commercial Fishermen’s
Alliance (BCFA) chief,
Adrian LaRoda, told Tri-
bune Business yesterday.

Mr LaRoda called the $3
million figure conservative,
saying ie could in fact be
much higher. “Overall in the
industry we could have lost
about $3 million in traps and
condos, and that’s putting it
conservatively,” he said. 

“We expect it to be much,
much higher than that. Dam-
ages to fleet were minimal.
Everyone came in port.
There was some loss to
dinghies, but most of the
damage was to harvesting
apparatus.”

Mr LaRoda told Tribune
Business: “What has hap-
pened is we have suffered a
tremendous loss of fishing
traps and condos.”

He said one trap can cost
$120 to $200 to make, and
some fishermen use thou-
sands. 

“Fishermen have had to
basically absorb the loss.
Some people are still trying
to recover. We have just had
to absorb the loss and try
and get back to work as
quickly as possible,” he
added:  

“A lot of fishermen are
now deeper in debt. These
types of apparatus, the traps
and condos, are uninsurable.
In some instances that kind
of loss can be worse than los-
ing a boat. Some of the
smaller fisherman have had
to go back to the old way of
diving and spearing. 

“So far the majority of the
boats have only been able to
do one trip since Irene. By
next week or the week after
next, we will be able to tell
what the harvest is like.” 

Mr LaRoda said he was
pleased the Government had

reinstated some tax breaks
for fishing equipment.
“Some concessions have
been reinstated, and that has
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A LEADING Bahamian
aviation executive yesterday
accused successive govern-
ments of “playing Russian
Roulette” with the indus-
try’s health and that of the
wider economy by failing to
implement key structural
reforms demanded for more
than a decade.

Pointing out that civil avi-
ation employed an estimat-
ed 4,000 persons between
Lynden Pindling Interna-
tional Airport (LPIA) and
the various airlines that
served it and other airports,
Captain Randy Butler, pres-
ident and chief executive of
Sky Bahamas, said both
PLP and FNM governments
had “lacked the political
will” to overhaul the sector’s
regulatory and safety struc-
tures.

Captain Butler, who is
also the Democratic Nation-
al Alliance (DNA) candi-
date for North Andros and
the Berry Islands, agreed
with many of the recom-
mendations contained in an
Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB) report
revealed by Tribune Busi-
ness yesterday, suggested
the Bahamas failed to
appreciate just how “criti-
cal” the sector was to
tourism and Family Island
development. 

With the threat of US
authorities downgrading the
Bahamas’ Category One
status still hanging over it,
according to the IDB, Cap-
tain Butler argued that the
Government appeared not
to understand the potential
negative consequences for
aviation, airlift from the US
and tourism.

“This is unfortunately
where I believe the Gov-
ernment does not under-
stand it is playing Russian
Roulette here,” Captain
Butler told Tribune Busi-
ness. “I don’t believe we
have full appreciation of
how connected it is, and
how important it is.

“We cannot be building
Baha Mar and not taking

GOV’T ‘PLAYING
RUSSIAN
ROULETTE’ 
WITH AVIATION
* Bahamian airline

chief and DNA candi-
date questions if
‘political will’ there
to safeguard 
4,000-job sector

* Says problems in IDB
report have existed
for decade

CAPTAIN RANDY BUTLER

SEE page 4B

CABLE EYES 20% RISE IN KEY COSTS
By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

CABLE BAHAMAS is aiming to
invest “just north of $15 million” in
capital expenditure this year, Tribune
Business was told yesterday, the
BISX-listed communications provider
also eyeing a 20 per cent increase year-
over-year in major expense lines.

Barry Williams, Cable Bahamas’
senior vice-president of finance, said
that while signal (programming) and
regulatory fees had increased, the
company was also experiencing posi-
tive top-line growth, with revenues
from its newly-acquired Systems
Resource Group (SRG) subsidiary
now more than 5 per cent ahead of
pre-purchase levels.

With SRG’s prepaid card services
relaunched after interconnection
capacity issues with the Bahamas
Telecommunications Company (BTC)
were resolved, Mr Williams said Cable
Bahamas was also “ramping up” for
the 2011 fourth quarter launch of its
REVOICE fixed-line product.

Meanwhile, digital box rental rev-
enues rose 68 per cent during Cable
Bahamas’ second quarter, with the
38,000 boxes in the programme up 305
per cent over June’s 2010 figure.

Mr Williams attributed the increase
to a combination of Cable Bahamas’

ongoing digitisation initiative, which
was “not quite at 50 per cent” of the
network yet. “We’re seeing some trac-
tion there. That’s accounting for some
of the growth there,” he said.

“The rest of it’s coming from some
of our customers coming back to the
network. Back in 2008-2009 we saw a
significant drop off, so what we’ve
been seeing is some of those cus-
tomers coming back on as well.”

Mr Williams said the return of exist-
ing subscribers was the main factor
accounting for the box rental revenue
growth. He added that Cable
Bahamas was “probably anywhere
from 3,000-4,000 customers back from
our hey-day” in terms of total sub-
scriber numbers, which peaked at
around 77,000-78,000.

Pay-per-view revenues were up 32
per cent in the 2011 second quarter,
and Mr Williams said the company

was “just getting back towards” its
28,000 premium subscriber peak. Its
total REVTV revenues rose 1.9 per
cent to $24 million during the three
months to end-June, with Cable
Bahamas’ ‘Prime Select’, ‘Plus’ and
‘Extra’ products seeing revenue
growth of 11 per cent, 10 per cent and
13 per cent respectively.

As for capital expenditure, Mr
Williams said the company should
invest “north of $15 million” during
the 12 months to the December 31
year-end. 

He added that Cable Bahamas
always did an assessment at the third
quarter end (that comes today) to
determine where it was on capital
spending, and where it wanted to be
by year-end. If Christmas promotions
“kick in for us” in terms of stimulating
demand for more set-top boxes and
services, the $15 million figure might

increase.
Asked whether cost increases expe-

rienced during the 2011 second quar-
ter and first half would carry over for
the last six months, Mr Williams
responded: “Unfortunately, I have to
say yes. Some of the costs incurred
are variable, but once incurred they
stay with you.

“The rate of increase year-over-year
is in the neighbourhood of 20 per cent-
plus on signal costs. They’re very sig-
nificant costs and, of course, commu-
nications and regulatory fees come
right off the top line revenues. We did
have an increase in revenues, and that
translates into an increase in fees.
We’re looking towards what looks like
being a 20 per cent increase this year.”

Mr Williams told Tribune Business
that the relaunch of its SRG sub-
sidiary’s prepaid card business in July
had gone well, and was “starting to
pick back up and show some
promise”.

He added: “The SRG addition has
been a very good one. It’s a decent
revenue stream. It’s ahead of the point
where we acquired the company.

“The SRG voice revenues are cer-
tainly doing very well. They’re proba-
bly in excess of 5 per cent beyond
where they were when we picked it

* Aiming to invest $15m in capital
spending during 2011

* Sees over 5% revenue rise in SRG
streams post-purchase

* Capacity issues with BTC resolved

SEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE BAHAMAS was yes-
terday urged to develop a
medium to long-term plan to
address its infrastructure
needs that would “take the
politics out of it”, a leading
KPMG (Bahamas) executive
adding that such projects
could be pitched on “ a
regional basis”.

With the Caribbean cur-
rently having an estimated
$20 billion in infrastructure

needs, Simon Townend, a
KPMG (Bahamas) partner
and managing director of its
KPMG Corporate Finance
arm, said that to attract the
right private sector partners
and financing it needed to
gain “scale” and “market”
itself as a region rather than a
collection of small island
states.

Speaking to Tribune Busi-
ness about the main findings
resulting from KPMG’s Mia-
mi conference on the
Caribbean’s infrastructure

challenge, held last week, Mr
Townend said: “The major
one was that no one has a
proper long-term infrastruc-

BAHAMAS URGED: DEVELOP ‘5-YEAR
PLUS’ STRATEGY ON INFRASTRUCTURE
* KPMG executive says move would

‘take the politics out of it’
* Summit urges ‘scale’ and marketing

Caribbean’s $20bn needs as one to
attract top bidders

SEE page 4B

SIMON TOWNEND

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

BUSINESS owners impacted by the ongoing New Provi-
dence Road Improvement Project yesterday said revenues still
remain off by sometimes more than 50 per cent, with no
relief in sight for what has become a “living nightmare”.

ROADWORKS REMAIN
‘LIVING NIGHTMARE’

* One firm’s average tsake drops from
$7,000-$10,000 to $300-$400

* Super Value estimates losses to date
at $2m

SEE page 5B

FISHERMEN FEAR $3M TRAP LOSSES

SEE page 5B
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By SIMON COOPER
Res Socius

Every generation pro-
duces its own examples of
genius or, if you like, peo-
ple who transcend collec-
tive thinking and move
goalposts. These geniuses
are often a thorn in the
side of established inter-
ests, because they dare to
challenge the status quo.
The great business suc-
cesses of recent decades
are the product of these
exceptional people, and
we should all learn from
them.

Steve Jobs, the former
chief executive of Apple
Computer, will go down in
history on account of his
ability to tilt at windmills
and knock down  rows of
corporate skittles. But are
his ideas relevant to the
sleepy business culture of
the Bahamas, where some
wish that things might nev-

er change? These are some
of  the great  man’s
thoughts to ponder.

* Business is a blend of
art and science. In other
words, a business college
textbook can never get
you there completely. Suc-
cess is the child of creativ-
ity, not cold reason.

* Do not listen too care-
fully to what other people
say, for if you do then you
will remain inside a pack
of average people. Their
rules ought not to be your
master.

* Fear of failure is the
world’s greatest inhibitor,
for it  both prevents us
from daring and creates a
self-fulfilling expectation
that we could fail. Banish
the word from your vocab-
ulary forever.

* The way forward is
never more than a trail
through a jungle of uncer-
tainty towards a sketch
plan for the future. If you
want a roadmap, then fol-
low behind the rest and
discover nothing new.

* Listen to the voice in
your own head. If it tells
you that you are on the
right track, obey it. All

other  voices  lack your
vision, or might even pre-
fer for you to fail.

* Expect a scary amount
from yourself and from all
others close to you. For-
tune favours the bold, but
it demands hard work, too.
Ten per cent inspiration
and ninety per cent per-
spiration are about the
right mix.

* Worry about succeed-
ing,  not  being r ight ,
because being r ight
involves following rules,
and rules constrain us. The
important thing in golf is
scoring birdies, not match-
ing somebody else’s per-
fect swing.

* Surround yourself
with exceptional people,
and never be scared of cre-
ating your own competi-
tion. This includes having
the grace to move else-

where when the day
arrives.

* Make sure you remain
hungry for  success  by
always moving your own
goalposts, and never catch
yourself thinking entirely
logically. Thinking fool-
ishly in other people’s
terms is a pre-requisite for
invention.

* The circle is incom-
plete and anything is pos-
sible in terms of ground-
breaking brilliance and the
extent of our determina-
tion, too. There are no
boxes to think outside.

I’ve been tracking the
success  of  emerging
nations such as Brazil ,
India and Korea lately.
They seem to be able to
achieve spectacular
growth, while others like
a certain Caribbean nation
remain trapped in a para-

digm where the future is
back-fitted into the past. I
wonder what Steve Jobs
would say if we appointed
him chief executive of the
Bahamas for the time that
he may have left. 

I suspect  that  many
things  would have to
change, including upend-
ing a few of our overfed
holy cows?

NB: Res Socius  was
founded by Simon Cooper
in 2009, and is a business
brokerage authorised by
the Bahamas Investment
Authority. He has exten-
sive private and public
SME experience, and was
formerly chief executive of
a publicly traded invest-
ment company. He was
awarded an MBA with dis-
tinction by Liverpool Uni-
versity in 2005. Contact
him on 636-8831 or write
to simon.cooper@resso-
cius.com.

REMOVING SACRED COWS A REAL ‘JOBS’

S I M O N C O O P E R

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

MINISTER of Agriculture
and Marine Resources, Larry
Cartwright,  told Tribune
Business yesterday that the
Government was presently
verifying its figures to deter-
mine how much Hurricane
Irene has cost the Bahamian
farming industry.

Mr Cartwright told Tribune
Business: "Reports from the
agricultural sector are still
being processed. We haven't
come up with a final figure
as yet.

“We are just going over the
reports and verifying what we
received. 

“We were gunning for

October 5 when Parliament
reopens to have it ready for
then. We are still hoping to
have it ready for then, but it
is kind of doubtful right now.
Certainly, within the next
week, we will have a final
report for the media."

Mr Cartwright told Tribune
Business that any assistance
rendered by the Government
to Bahamian farmers would
be influenced by what the
final figure look like.

"We haven't finalised what
will happen this go around
because that's  going to
depend on what the final fig-
ure looks like. 

“In the past we have cate-
gorised our farmers in three
categories; small, medium
and large farmers,” Mr
Cartwright said.

“In the past those farmers
who suffered damage would
have received $500 for the
small farmers, $1,000 for the
medium and $1,500 for the
large farmers. 

“Then they would have
been given some fertilizer
and some seeds, again based
on the size of their farms, and
if they had lost fruit trees we
would have provided some
fruit trees as well. The fruit
tree program will probably
be continued this  t ime
around.”

Many of the Bahamas
farmers previously contacted
by Tribune Business reported
major devastation to their
farms, with farmers on the
hardest-hit Family Islands
losing entire crops, particu-
larly citrus crops.

GOV’T STILL ASSESSING
AGRICULTURE DAMAGE

COMMONWEALTH Brewery suffered an
almost 20 per cent decline in net income for
the 2011 first half, its financials have revealed,
with the drop from $9.515 million to $7.677
million driven largely by top-line slippage.

The liquor wholesaler/distributor saw rev-
enues for the six months to June 30 fall by just
1.1 per cent, from $55.609 million to $54.977
million, but the major drop was in the ‘other
income’ category. This fell from $1.494 million
to $59,095 year-over-year.

As a consequence, total income dropped 3.6
per cent to $55.036 million, compared to
$57.103 million last year. This negated a slight
decline in total expenses, which fell from
$47.842 million in 2010 to $47.388 million.s

Balance sheet cash fell by more than $10
million since the 2010 year-end, which may
have been linked to the $17.653 million divi-
dend paid before the company’s initial public
offering (IPO).

Some $11 million of that sum was paid on
March 4, 2011, and the $6 million balance on
April 4 - the latter coming after the second
quarter start. Both payments took place dur-
ing the 2011 first half.

Brewery sees 
20 per cent
profit fall

LARRY CARTWRIGHT

NEW YORK
Associated Press

OIL REBOUNDED Thursday following
encouraging economic news in the U.S. and
Europe.

The Commerce Department said the U.S.
economy grew a little faster in the spring
than previously estimated, while the Labor
Department said that the number of people
seeking unemployment benefits fell sharply
last week.

Meanwhile, German lawmakers took a
major step toward dealing with the region's
debt crisis by strengthening a bailout fund.
That eased worries that Europe's debt prob-
lems could spread and lead to another reces-
sion.

Benchmark crude rose 93 cents to end the
day at $82.14 per barrel in New York. Brent
crude, which is used to price oil that's pro-
duced overseas, was 14 cents higher to finish
at $103.95 a barrel in London.

Thursday's rise continues the roller coaster
ride for oil prices this month. Oil tumbled 8
percent from Wednesday to Friday last week,

then rebounded 6 percent by Tuesday, then
fell nearly 4 percent on Wednesday.

Tepid economic growth in the U.S. and
other major world economies has forced
experts to backtrack on demand forecasts for
this year. As concerns of another recession
crept into energy markets, traders stayed
focused on the European debt crisis and gov-
ernment reports on the state of the U.S. econ-
omy.

"The fear factor has simply gone up," inde-
pendent oil analyst Jim Ritterbusch said. "I've
never seen volatility like this, and I've been
watching oil for 28 years."

An extended rise or drop in oil will even-
tually affect gasoline prices. So far, oil hasn't
moved by much, wavering between about $80
and $90 a barrel for the past two months.

In other energy trading, natural gas futures
fell 5.2 cents to finish at $3.747 per 1,000
cubic feet. The government reported that the
nation's natural gas supplies last week rose
more than analysts expected.

Heating oil was unchanged to finish at
$2.8266 per gallon and gasoline futures lost
1.67 cents to end at $2.5586 per gallon.

Oil rebounds on
encouraging 

economic news 
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ture plan.
“There’s these [party elec-

tion] manifestos that say do
this, do that in the next five
years, but I don’t think a
single Caribbean country
has a five-year plus plan.
There was no future set of
longer-term strategies.”

Caribbean ministers who
attended the conference,
among them Zhivargo
Laing, minister of state for
finance, and Vincent Van-
derpool-Wallace, minister of
tourism and aviation, came
to the consensus that this
was the key issue.

While many felt that con-
stantly changing govern-
ments at  every elect ion
would either prevent or
undermine development of
such a plan, as different
administrations had differ-
ent priorities, Mr Townend
pointed out that the UK had
managed to create a five-
year infrastructure plan and
establish an infrastructure
development group within
government.

“I think for the Bahamas
it is a matter of giving some
thought to a longer-term
plan as a whole,” Mr Tow-
nend told Tribune Business.
“What are the requirements
today, what are they likely
to be in ‘x’ years time.”

Acknowledging that “it
was a bit more difficult for
the Bahamas”, given that it
had numerous inhabited
is lands,  unl ike other
Caribbean states with just
one territory, Mr Townend
said the conference threw
up the example of  a
Bahamian island with a 50-
strong population that had
just receive a $13 million
generator.

“The economics are not
there, but it is critical to
have a plan focused on all
key areas, not just physical
infrastructure but social
infrastructure,” he added,
pointing to the need to
upgrade schools hospitals,
medical  c l inics  and the
prison.

With an estimated $2-$2.1
bil l ion in infrastructure
needs,  the senior KPMG

executive said, the Bahamas
needed to “take a strategic
look at everything rather
than a piecemeal approach. 

“That’s the main thing for
the Bahamas. That’s not to
say the Government is not
prioritising the right things -
the airport, the port and the
roads.”

The Miami conference
had shown Caribbean
nations faced similar infra-
structure issues, one coun-
try facing exactly the same
problem in that its container
shipping facilities were in
located in the heart of its
main city’s downtown.

It  wanted to relocate
them, but moving all the
companies at once was prov-
ing a challenge, especially
as the government there did
not own all the land ear-
marked for their new home.
As a result, they were inter-
ested in the private-public
partnership (PPP) the
Bahamas had established to
facilitate creation of the $70-
$80 million Arawak Cay
port.

“Most people were look-
ing at  the Bahamas and
thinking: ‘Those guys are a
step ahead of us. What’s
happening in the Bahamas
and how are they making
that happen?’ There were
lots of favourable comments
in our general direction,”
Mr Townend said of the
Miami conference reaction.

He added that one discus-
sion had noted “a lot of
courage” was required to
develop a long-term infra-
structure plan and try to get
all stakeholders on board.
Pleasing everyone was
viewed as an impossible
“utopia”, given that there
were a lot of vested inter-
ests  that did not want a
change in the status quo.

“You have to be coura-

geous and do what is right
for the broader population,”
Mr Townend said of the
conference’s conclusion.

Referring again to the
need for a medium to long-
term infrastructure plan for
the Bahamas, the KPMG
executive added” I can see it
being adjusted from time to
time, but generally - if you
take the politics out of it -
and look at the raw reali-
ties, I think we can come up
with a plan.”

While the main Bahami-
an political parties were
likely to have different pri-
orities, Mr Townend said
they were likely to identify
the same infrastructure
needs.

Another key conference
finding was the need to mar-
ket  the Caribbean as a
whole from an infrastructure
project and development
opportunity, since as indi-
vidual  states i ts  nations
might not be attractive to
private companies and
financiers.

Compared to similar pro-
jects in the likes of Canada
and the US, individual states
such as Barbados were small
beer in the scheme of things.

“Getting the right compa-
nies  with expertise and
financing has been difficult,”
Mr Townend told Tribune
Business. “There’s kind of
a lack of scale on an indi-
vidual basis.  One of the
things that also came out of
it is that the Caribbean as a
whole needs to market its
infrastructure requirements
more effectively as a whole.

“Rather than the
Bahamas say it has this pro-
ject, that project, expand on
what you’re doing to bring
out the whole regional basis.
Attract them on a regional
rather than a country basis.
It’s a much larger opportu-

nity,  and people were
sayinsg: ‘Let’s develop a
Caribbean strategy’.

“Financing is  not that
easy. You’ve got the region-
al banks, but for anything of
substantial scale, the options
are not huge and there are

only a couple of places to
go to. It’s all about scale;
scale of the opportunity.”

Again advocating that
PPPs were the way to go in
dealing with the Bahamas’
infrastructure challenges,
especially given the fiscal

situation, Mr Townend said:
“When you look at places
like Barbados with debt at
100 per cent of GDP, we’re
much better off, but there’s
still a lot of debt and it’s
beyond the comfort zone of
most Bahamians.”

BAHAMAS URGED: DEVELOP ‘5-YEAR
PLUS’ STRATEGY ON INFRASTRUCTURE

FROM page one

care of the aviation sector that
supports it. We cannot be
expanding Atlantis and not
taking care of the aviation
sector. We cannot talk about
Family Island development.
That does not make sense. 

“If the Government does
not understand the impor-
tance that aviation plays in
development of this country
and the Family Islands, we
will have problems. They’re
not planning for growth and
the expansion of the sector.
You can’t build hotels if there
are no airports to bring them
to.”

Noting that the IDB had
identified the replacement of
LPIA’s radar system as a pri-
ority for its proposed $50 mil-
lion loan initiative, Captain
Butler said: “I guess the IDB
is as frustrated about this as I
am....... The radar situation
has been going from C A
Smith’s time through to
Glenys Hanna-Martin’s time
to now.”

The Sky Bahamas chief
added that he understood the
problems stemmed from the
fact the radar system did not
match the software acquired
for it. Huge sums had already
been spent in a bid to fix the
problem, but to no avail, and
Captain Butler said it was
“thanks to God” that the air
traffic controllers were doing
a “good job” manually in
directing air traffic when the

radar system went down.
“They need upgraded

equipment, hardware, soft-
ware and training, all of those
things, and it’s not been hap-
pening,” he added. “It’s been
identified, identified and iden-
tified. In the ICAO audit,
they found the greatest fail-
ing was in the air traffic sys-
tem.”

The political aspirant
warned that without the
“proper laws, regulations and
structure” for the aviation
industry in place, the IDB’s
$50 million loan program
would fail. Such reforms could
be achieved at “a stroke of a
pen”, Captain Butler said, but
he added: “The Government
lacks the political will to fix
it. It’s been around a long
time.”

Until civil aviation reforms
appeared on the Parliamen-
tary or Cabinet agendas, he
said: “No $50 million is going
to start to solve the problem. 

“I’m not hopeful at all.
There was a Green Paper and
White Paper in the past as
well. It all comes down to
political will. These problems
have been identified internal-
ly by us when I was at Civil
Aviation, by consultants
brought in by the Govern-
ment, they’ve been identified
by IATA [International Air
Transport Association],
they’ve been identified by
ICAO, by the FAA, by the
TSA, by the ICAO in the last
10 years. Nothing has been

done by either government
for 10 years.”

Captain Butler backed the
recommendations in the IDB
plan, especially getting pri-
vate sector management and
capital involved with Family
Island airports, and making
the Airport Authority
autonomous from govern-
ment, as “excellent” and “one
I’ve been calling for for a long
time”. 

He added that the Airport
Authority should ultimately
take over the operational
responsibilities currently per-
formed by Civil Aviation,
leaving the latter with regu-
latory oversight responsibility
for the industry.

Noting that upgrading Fam-
ily Island airports to interna-
tional standards would cost a
multi-million dollar sum, Cap-
tain Butler suggested that, in
Bimini’s case for example,
management of its airport
should be taken over by the
Bimini Bay Resort.

He that the number of
international airports in the
Family Islands should also be
reduced. Captain Butler said
Eleuthera and Abaco, for
instance, should have just one,
rather than the current two
or three. The others should
be transformed into domes-
tic feeder airports, in a bid to
conserve resources.

Captain Butler also repeat-
ed his call for a long-term
strategic plan to develop the
aviation sector.

FROM page one

GOV’T ‘PLAYING
RUSSIAN ROULETTE’ 

WITH AVIATION

up.
“At the time we acquired it, it had no pre-

paid revenues. That business was put on hold
because of an issue with capacity with BTC,
which was sorted out.”

Mr Williams said Cable Bahamas did not
anticipate a “huge take-up” of its new fixed-
line service, named REVOICE, until 2012
because the company was “late getting that
product out”.

“It’s still on for this quarter, the fourth quar-
ter, and will be a good addition to the SRG ser-
vices out there,” he added of REVOICE. “It’s

going to ramp up in the fourth quarter, when
you’re going to see it getting out to the public.”

Mr Williams said Cable Bahamas had “a
good idea” of the level of damages/repairs it
had incurred as a result of Hurricane Irene, but
was still doing its final assessments.

“We are going to suffer some loss, a bit in
New Providence, but more in the Family
Islands,” he added. “Eleuthera was one of the
msain ones hit, and the off-air services we
offer in the Family Islands had some damage
and services out.

“We’re mostly restored, but are working
through some painful issues and smaller issues
with customers. We’re hoping to be done with
those in the next couple of weeks.”

FROM page one

CABLE EYES 20% RISE IN KEY COSTS
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Many contacted by Tribune
Business rely on walk-in cus-
tomers. Fred Rahming, owner
of Builders Mart on Prince
Charles Drive, said of the
roadworks: “Nothing has
changed, we are still suffer-
ing. It seems like there is no
end in sight. It has been a liv-
ing nightmare.

“For the last two weeks
they had a ditch in front of
my store where people
weren’t able to access my
store, along with the other
two businesses here. It’s ter-
rible and it seems like there is
no end to it. It seems like no
one can give you an idea as to
when the work will be com-
pleted.”

Mr Rahming added: “I
don’t know what to do. My
business requires vehicular
traffic, people picking up con-
crete, cement and other build-
ing supplies. If you want to
rate us on a scale of one to
100, we have probably been
able to maintain 5 to 6 per
cent of our business from a
hundred. 

“In days when we would
have take anywhere from

$7,000 to $10,000, we now
take in $300 to $400, which is
insufficient to pay even our
light bill. We have to find new
money to put into the opera-
tion.” 

Mr Rahming said the cost
to operate his business far
exceeds its revenue. “Had it
not been for the fact that the
building is mine, I would have
been out of business. I have
had to pull money from here
there and everywhere. It’s
been a living nightmare for
me and my kids,” he said.

The complaint was much
the same from Barry A
Kemp, proprietor of A1 Lock
& Key on Market Street,
which was one of the first cor-
ridors affected by the road-
works under the New Provi-
dence Road Improvement
Project. 

Mr Kemp told Tribune
Business yesterday: “It’s been
a negative situation for some
16 to 18 months now. It start-
ed with the road reversal,
that’s when business in the
area started to plummet.” 

Mr Kemp, who explained
that his business relies on
mainly walk-in customers,
added: “Me personally, since
the road works started, I have

suffered at least $35,000 in
losses. Business has dropped
much lower than 50 per cent. 

“Most persons try to avoid
the Market Street area
because they feel the road is
still closed and the whole road
isn’t even fully paved. It just
isn’t accessible, and we know
they are going elsewhere. As
business persons we some-
times feel as though this is a
conspiracy against small busi-
nesses, against the middle
class. It just isn’t fair.”

Rupert Roberts, proprietor
of Super Value, told Tribune
Business his stores on Bail-
lou Hill and Robinson Roads
have been adversely impacted
by roadworks. 

“It’s been bad on Baillou
Hill Road, and it’s been just
as bad or worse on Robinson
Road,” he told Tribune Busi-
ness. 

“Both those stores went off
30 per cent in sales. A rough
estimate to date, we’d be off
$2 million in sales. I don’t
think Baillou Hill will ever
get any better; maybe Robin-
son Road and East Street will
get better when they finish
the roadworks but they’ve
had us dug up there for over a
year.”

been a great help,” Mr LaRoda said.
Minister of Agriculture and Marine

Resources, Larry Cartwright, told Tribune

Business: “We didn’t really send out persons to
assess the fishing sector, we were waiting on
reports. We haven’t really heard anything from
them expect one fisherman who may have
indicated that he lost some of his traps, but he
hasn’t given us a figure on that as yet.”

FROM page one

ROADWORKS REMAIN
‘LIVING NIGHTMARE’

FROM page one

FISHERMEN FEAR
$3M TRAP LOSSES

NEW YORK
Associated Press

IT WAS another day of big
swings in the stock market.

The Dow Jones industrial
average ended with a gain of
143 points Thursday. On its
way there, it surged 260
points shortly after the open-
ing bell, then turned mixed
for much of the day. A burst
of buying in the last half-hour
of trading sent the Dow
shooting higher again.

Financial stocks had the
biggest gains. Traders were
relieved that Germany
passed a measure to expand
the powers of a regional
bailout fund. That eased wor-
ries that U.S. banks could be
buffeted by another bout of
turmoil in Europe's financial
system. Travelers Cos. Inc.
and Bank of America Corp.
led the Dow average higher.

Investors struggled to
make sense of conflicting
reports on the economy.
First-time applications for
unemployment benefits fell
to a five-month low. The gov-
ernment also raised its esti-
mate of economic growth in
the April-June period.

Other economic reports
were weak. A trade group
reported that chief executives
of the nation's largest com-
panies are more pessimistic
than they were just three
months ago. Also, fewer
Americans signed contracts
to buy homes in August, the
second straight month of
declines.

All of that contributed to
another day of ups and
downs on the stock market.
The Dow Jones industrial
average rose 143.08 points,
or 1.3 percent, to close at
11,153.98. Travelers led the
Dow with a gain of 3.2 per-
cent; Bank of America was
close behind, rising 3.1 per-
cent.

The Standard & Poor's 500
index rose 9.34 points, or 0.8

percent, to 1,160.40. Finan-
cial stocks rose 2.8 percent,
the most of the 10 company
groups that make up the
S&P.

Technology companies
lagged the rest of the mar-
ket. The Nasdaq composite
index lost 10.82 points, or 0.4
percent, to 2,480.76.

Advanced Micro Devices
Inc. plunged 13.7 percent, the
most of any stock in the S&P
500, after the company cut its
revenue and earnings fore-
cast for the third quarter, say-
ing it was having problems
getting its chips made.

Retailers and other con-
sumer discretionary stocks
also tanked as investors
avoided companies that
would be most susceptible to
an economic downturn. Net-
flix Inc. fell 11 percent,
Tiffany & Co. fell 6.9 percent
and Coach Inc. fell 6.1 per-
cent.

Analysts said financial mar-
kets were likely to remain
volatile until more questions
were resolved about
Europe's debt crisis and the
U.S. economy. "Until we
start to see more clarity on
policy intervention, we'll con-

tinue to see this intraday,
manic market reaction," said
James Dailey, chief invest-
ment officer of TEAM
Financial Managers Inc.

The measure approved by
German lawmakers to
expand the region's bailout
fund must be approved by all
17 countries that use the
euro. 

The plan will allow the
bailout fund to buy govern-
ment debt and lend money
to troubled European coun-
tries. Finland approved the
measure Wednesday.

Analysts cautioned that
bank stocks remain vulnera-
ble if Europe stumbles in its
efforts to contain its debt cri-
sis. 

"Investors need to be very
careful, because there is still a
vast labyrinth of potential
challenges that remain to be
cleared with regard to
Europe," said Frank Barbera,
a portfolio co-manager of the
Sierra Core Retirement
Fund.

About three stocks rose for
every one that fell on the
New York Stock Exchange.
Volume was average at 4.5
billion shares.

LATE-DAY RALLY SENDS STOCKS
HIGHER; DOW RISES 143 



BERLIN
Associated Press

GERMANY has kept
alive hopes that the 17-nation
euro currency can survive the

sprawling debt crisis when
lawmakers in Europe's
largest economy voted over-
whelmingly in favor of
expanding the powers of the
eurozone's bailout fund.

Thursday's vote strength-
ened Chancellor Angela
Merkel's center-right coali-
tion, which had struggled to
win support from a bloc of
rebellious members, and
could bolster her ability to
negotiate new European cri-
sis measures.

While many investors and
experts believe new steps will
be required in Europe, such
as letting Greece write off
more of its debt pile, Ger-
many's approval of the
fund's new powers and scope
was necessary to avoid a new
bout of massive market tur-
moil.

"The support of the Bun-
destag is an important step
for stabilizing the eurozone,"
Michael Kemmer, head of
Germany's Bank Federation,
told the news agency dapd.
"With that, they have set a
course that leads out of the
debt crisis."

The 440 billion ($600 bil-
lion) fund will be able to buy
government bonds and lend
money to banks and govern-
ments before they are in a
full-blown crisis, making
Europe's response to mar-

ket jitters more rapid and
pre-emptive.

Germany, which pays the
lion's share of European
bailouts, became the 13th
member of the eurozone to
support the expansion of the
rescue fund, the so-called
European Financial Stability
Facility, or EFSF. Cyprus
and Estonia also passed the
proposed expansion on
Thursday.

Austria's parliament is
widely expected to pass the
measure on Friday, the same
day Germany's upper house
of parliament is set to finalize
Thursday's vote, while the
Netherlands is expected to
approve it in the first week of
October.

The biggest remaining hur-
dle is the final country to
vote — Slovakia — where
the government will not have
enough support to pass it if
the leader of the junior coali-
tion Freedom and Solidari-
ty party follows through with
threats to vote against the
fund's expansion. Its parlia-
ment is to vote later in Octo-
ber.

In Berlin, 523 lawmakers
in parliament, the Bundestag,
voted in favor of expanding
German participation to
guarantee loans of up to 211
billion, compared with 123
billion so far. 

Eighty-five voted against
it and three abstained.

"It was a strong statement
of Angela Merkel's position.
She has the backing and the
support of the coalition and
she is able to negotiate on
the European level," Peter
Altmeier, the parliamentary
whip for Merkel's Christian
Democrats, said after the tal-
ly was announced.

Markets appeared calmer
even before Thursday's
votes, following weeks of tur-
bulence triggered by uncer-
tainty over Germany's posi-
tion on the fund. The euro
also traded slightly higher.

"The overwhelming
majority in the Bundestag is
a good sign and will hopeful-
ly mark a step change in Ger-
man commitment to bring-
ing the spiraling crisis under
control," said Sony Kapoor
of the Re-Define economic
policy think tank.

The lingering problem,
however, is that investors are
resigned to the fact that
Greece will have to default
— that is, impose tougher
losses on its bondholders.

French President Nicolas
Sarkozy will meet with
Greek Prime Minister
George Papandreou in Paris
on Friday to discuss the debt
crisis, the president's office
said.

Papandreou met Ger-
many's Merkel for similar
talks Tuesday. Germany and
France combined represent
about half of the 17-nation
eurozone's economic output.

Greece was saved from
default by an initial 110 bil-
lion ($150 billion) bailout in
May last year before the
EFSF was established to help
any other countries in trou-
ble. 

A planned second rescue
package for Greece this year
includes a voluntary partici-
pation by private bondhold-
ers, who agreed to write off
about 20 percent on their
Greek debt holdings.

Many experts say those
writedowns should be closer
to 50 percent. 

The debate among Euro-
pean leaders now is whether
to allow such a move under
controlled conditions, pro-
viding help to banks that may
take heavy losses on Greek
bonds they hold.

Germany and the Nether-
lands are open to the option,
with Merkel suggesting this
week that Greece's second
bailout deal might have to
be renegotiated. France and
the European Central Bank,
however, oppose the idea.

Greece's international
debt inspectors returned to
Athens on Thursday to com-
plete a review. 

Merkel has said that any
new decisions would depend

upon the results of the
inspectors' report, which is
not due for days.

Forging consensus over
new measures — particular-
ly something as delicate as
imposing more severe losses
on Greece's creditors — will
likely be very difficult, how-
ever.

Indeed, the parliamentary
debate on the EFSF in Berlin
on Thursday was a feisty
three-hour long affair,
reflecting how high tensions
in Merkel's coalition were
running over the idea of pro-
viding more backing to the
eurozone's weakest mem-
bers.

Frank Schaeffler, a dis-
senter from the junior coali-
tion partner, argued that
bailout measures have wors-
ened Greece's economic sit-
uation.

"Despite all arguments,
the first bailout did not make
the situation for Greece bet-
ter, but worse," said Schaef-
fler, a Free Democrat.
"Expanding the fund will
make the situation even
worse."

Schaeffler and others had
long expressed their con-
cerns, and opposition lead-
ers had said going in to the
vote that if Merkel's coali-
tion had to rely on their
votes, it would be a sign that
her strife-prone and increas-
ingly unpopular government
is finished.

Yet after a night of intense
lobbying, Merkel's camp was
able to secure a majority of
315 — enough to have
passed the measure even
without support from the
opposition parties.

"This shows the clear
determination of the coali-
tion on this issue," Rainer
Bruederle, the Free Democ-
rats' parliamentary leader.
"We have made an impor-
tant decision for Europe."

Any future changes to the
current fund will also
require parliamentary
approval and maintaining
that determination will be
crucial to making swift,
effective decisions to com-
bat the crisis.

In addition, the Bundestag
will face another major vote
early next year on the fund's
permanent replacement, the
European Stability Mecha-
nism, which is due to take
effect in 2013. Schaeffler has
already vowed to rally his
party to reject the ESM.

Party leaders insist they
are not worried by Schaef-
fler's plans, but many ana-
lysts have noted Merkel will
have to hold her majority
together, or Thursday may
have only been the first in
a series of nail-biting parlia-
mentary showdowns over
shoring up the euro.

BUSINESS
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NOTICE 
KETCHIKAN VALLEY INC.

In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Sec-
tion 138(4) of the International Business Companies 
Act. 2000, KETCHIKAN VALLEY INC. is in dis-
solution as of September 21, 2011.

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 3rd 

______________________ 

GERMANY KEEPS ALIVE
HOPES FOR EURO'S FUTURE

GERMAN CHANCELLOR ANGELA MERKEL reacts after she casts her vote about the eurozone bailout fund at the German parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Thursday. German lawmakers
are expected to approve new powers Thursday for the eurozone bailout fund in a major step toward tackling the bloc's sprawling sovereign debt crisis. (AP)

SAN FRANCISCO
Associated Press

RECENTLY fired Hewlett-
Packard CEO Leo Apothek-
er is walking away with more
than $13 million in cash and
stock as shareholders stew over
a rocky reign that saw the tech-
nology company's market val-
ue plunge by nearly $40 billion
in just 11 months.

The parting package spelled
out Thursday in a regulatory
filing wasn't surprising. Most
major companies guarantee
generous payments to ousted
executives as long as they aren't
dumped for unethical or crim-
inal conduct. Nevertheless, the
details of Apotheker's jackpot
probably won't soothe the hard
feelings still lingering over
Hewlett-Packard Co.'s decision
to hire him in the first place.

Apotheker replaced Mark
Hurd, who was ushered out in
August 2010 in a scandal trig-
gered by unproven allegations
of sexual harassment. Hurd's
severance included a $12.2 cash
payment and $30 million worth
of stock that he got by exercis-
ing options after his resigna-
tion. HP's stock price more
than doubled during Hurd's
five-year stint as CEO, adding
about $50 billion to the com-
pany's market value.

HP's shares fell by 46 per-
cent during Apotheker's
tenure, which ended Sept. 22.
The shares closed Thursday at
$23.78.

Despite the missteps that got
him fired, Apotheker still will
get a $2.4 million bonus later
this year under HP's "pay-for-
results" plan, according to a
company filing Thursday with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission. Apotheker also
will receive $7.2 million in sev-
erance payments over the next
18 months and the vesting
rights to 156,000 shares of
restricted stock currently worth
about $3.7 million.

RECENTLY FIRED
HP CEO DEPARTS
WITH MORE
THAN $13M 

       



takeover.
While the valuation attrib-

uted to City Markets’ head
office is helping to keep the

Bahamas Supermarkets Prof-
it Sharing Retirement
Scheme solvent, it is an illiq-
uid asset. Without regular
revenues coming in from both
leases, every time a qualifying
employee is paid out, the

funds pool is that bit more
depleted.

Tribune Business is not
suggesting that plan benefi-
ciaries are in any immediate
danger of seeing their invest-
ment evaporate, and Mr Fin-
layson has pledged to do
what it takes to put matters
right. This newspaper,
though, was somewhat disap-
pointed to see that for the
moment, himself and City
Markets chief financial officer
Philip Kemp are the pension
plan trustees, Mr Finlayson
having told us earlier that
those serving in those posts
would be independent of the
company.

REGULATION
The Securities Commission

appears to be attempting to
explain away why it has been
unable to force City Markets
to comply with the Securities
Industry Act on holding
annual general meetings
(AGMs) and disclosure of
material, accurate financial
information.

Although it sought to pin
blame on the inadequate leg-
islation supporting it (and it is
inadequate), the regulator’s
statement merely illustrated
how impotent it is to enforce
compliance with even the
most basic capital require-
ments.

Thankfully, the new Secu-
rities Industry Act should
have much more teeth and
enforcement clout, yet it
remains to be seen whether
the Securities Commission
will have the will to really
implement it effectively.

Its Wednesday statement
sent a shocking message to

the Bahamian capital mar-
kets, namely that offenders
can currently expect to get
only a slap on the wrist if
caught - and the latter is
unlikely.

Again, the AGM and time-
ly disclosure of financial
information issues largely
took place under the former
BSL Holdings ownership, but
the fact they have been
allowed to fester for so long
can only undermine investor
and issuer confidence in the
probity of the Bahamian cap-
ital markets.

The company’s response,
that it has more important
things to concentrate on than
spending $100,000 on an
AGM and that shareholders
already know everything that
is going on, is an understand-
able but glib statement. As a
public company it knows it has
certain disclosure, fiduciary
and corporate governance
requirements to abide by, and
cannot run away from them.

City Markets investors
have been on a rollercoaster
ride for the past four years,
and have suffered a spectac-
ular destruction of share-
holder value under BSL
Holdings. Whether the same
will happen under Mr Fin-
layson’s team remains to be
seen, but there has been no
improvement so far. The least
they deserve, after such
wealth loss, is some honesty
and disclosure as to where
the company is, and an
opportunity to question man-
agement.

If this does not happen it
will be a terrible indictment
on the Bahamian capital
markets.

lic statements. There is cer-
tainly a recognition in Ingra-
ham administration circles
that something needs to be
done about the national debt,
and returning it to manage-
able levels, but no sign of a
credible plan - at least yet -
on how to achieve this goal.

“First, we must admit we
have a problem and stop pre-
tending that everything will
work itself out as soon as the
US economy turns around,”
Mr Halkitis says.

“Second, we must get a
handle on spending. The Gov-
ernment spends over $1.5 bil-
lion every year. Whose job is
it to ensure that we, the
Bahamian public, get value
for the money spent? If we
can save 10 per cent of this
amount through improved
procurement processes and
quality control, that would
translate into $160 million
saved.”

No problem here. Tribune
Business has long urged that
fraud and waste in the public
sector be tackled, and com-
bined with cost/spending cuts
where possible. Top sugges-
tion from Mr Halkitis here,
but can he agree to get all
those entrenched trade
unions, with vested interests

not to mention numerous
general election votes, to
share the private sector’s pain
and agree to a 5 per cent
across-the-board salary cut,
for instance?

“There is no magic formula
to cure our debt woes. Many
of our problems are structur-
al and have become
entrenched over many years.
To work our way back to eco-
nomic and financial health
will take hard work and sac-
rifice. The first step, however,
is to admit that we do have a
very serious problem,” the
good Senator notes.

Bang on again. The good
Senator scores a ‘bulls eye’ in
his use of the world ‘structur-
al’, fingering issues such as
labour productivity, work eth-
ic, high utility costs, bureau-
cratic inefficiency.......... the
list goes on. All have held,
and continue to hold, the
Bahamian economy back. He
is also right in noting the
absence of a ‘magic formula’
to cure our woes, with any
solution likely to involve
some pain that all of us have
to bear.

It would have been nice,
though, if the Senator had
spelled out in precise terms
how he, and his party, plan to
tackle out structural ineffi-
ciencies and debt burden,

rather than point fingers at
the Government all the time.
Solutions, not procrastination,
please.

And it is understandable
for some to argue that the
Senator is being somewhat
disingenuous and hypocriti-
cal in attacking the Ingraham
administration’s fiscal poli-
cies, given the track record of
the 2002-2007 PLP adminis-
tration, of which he was part.

Mr Halkitis has already
defended himself on this
score, pointing out that the
Christie administration’s
annual recurrent deficit over
its five years averaged $79.6
million, compared to the
FNM’s $146.75 million aver-
age (his statistics). What he
conveniently ignores, of
course, is the fact that the
PLP government was in office
during the peak of an eco-
nomic boom, whereas the
Ingraham administration has
had to deal with one of the
worst recessions in living
memory.

In sum, it is not surprising
that the Government has
incurred widened fiscal
deficits, given that it is only
natural for revenues to drop
and spending to increase dur-
ing a recession. How, Sena-
tor, was it possible for the
Christie government, during
the ‘years of plenty’ that fea-
tured a supposed $20 billion
in foreign direct investment
inflows, not to consistently
run a balanced Budget on the
recurrent side? Answer that
one, please.

It is more than likely that,
had they been in office, the
PLP would have followed a
stimulus script similar to the
FNM’s. Given the party’s left-
of-centre, socialist leanings, it
is probable they would have
loosened the purse strings
even more and run up a much
higher national debt - the $4
billion-plus figure that is caus-
ing so much concern - than
the Ingraham administration
has done. 

Mr Halkitis has already
attempted to explain what the
PLP would have done differ-
ently. While he fell back on
politics in referring to the sup-
posed $80 million worth of
government contracts that the
FNM cancelled on regaining
office (the Ingraham admin-
istration alleges that only two
of these projects were any-
where near ready to go), the
Senator does redeem himself
in identifying government
housing as an area that should
have been targeted, given the
employment and spending
impacts this would have gen-
erated for the domestic con-
struction industry.

The biggest issue is whether
the political will exists in any
of the political parties - FNM,
PLP, even the DNA - to do
what is required to set the
public finances back on the
right track. The Bahamas has
never run a balanced Budget
in its 38 years of indepen-
dence, something it must do
to set the national debt back
on a declining trajectory, illus-
trating how hard the task

ahead is.
Therein lies the rub for Mr

Halkitis, who seems like a
willing, able chap from the
generation who must supply
the Bahamas with its new
leaders. Can the good Sena-
tor, for instance, overcome
the tremendous opposition he
will face to austerity and
spending cuts from among his
Cabinet colleagues and with-
in his own party, should they
regain office? Will he be able
to successfully bar the Min-

istry of Finance and Trea-
sury’s doors as fellow Minis-
ters batter them remorseless-
ly in their search for ‘pet pro-
ject’ funding? Can he resist
the short-termist, ‘siren song’:
Votes, votes votes: there’s an
election within five years?

With all these forces ranged
against him, it will be inter-
esting to see whether Mr
Halkitis can turn rhetoric into
reality. You’ve talked a good
game, Senator, now you must

walk the walk.
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the Industries Encouragement Act is not a
bad one, although it must be done in a
phased manner so as not to harm individ-
ual businesses. Providing ample warnings
of such intentions, and consulting in
advance, would help.

5. LEAVE FREEPORT ALONE. Rather
than constant threats of tinkering with its
taxation structure, the second city needs to
be given space to breathe, if it is to attain
critical mass and provide the economic
diversification it has long promised.

6. THE AUDITOR-GENERAL’S report
always estimates that there is an ever-
growing $400 million real property tax bill
that the Government fails to collect year
after year. 

This is a receivable. How about employ-
ing some creativity,  and set up an
accounts factoring type scheme, where
the Government sells the rights to collect
this sum to a private sector entity. The
Government would get a ‘purchase price’,
say $50 million, and leave the buyer with
the headache of trying to collect. May
work, may not work. But just a Tribune
Business thought on the type of creativity

we need.

7. APPROVE REVENUE-GENERATING
PROJECTS such liquefied natural gas
(LNG). The opportunity of failing to
approve the AES Ocean Express develop-
ment, located on a man-made island far
from major population centres, is com-
ing back to bite. Such a project could have
generated between $20-$50 million in
valuable revenues per year. It is unclear
whether these projects can be revived.

8. ON THE SPENDING FRONT, in line
with Senator Michael Halkitis, Tribune
Business would cut ministry and depart-
ment spending across the board by at
least 5 per cent. Put an end to all the
unnecessary freebies, jollies, consultants,
outside meetings and meals, and travelling
to every conference under the sun at the
taxpayer’s expense. Efficiency, and doing
more with less, are the name of the game.

9. IN SIMILAR VEIN, cut public sector
salaries across the board by 5 per cent. It
is unfair for the private sector to take all
the recession’s pain. Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham missed a golden opportunity to
do this in 2010-2011, after he had seized
the moral high ground by cutting his
salary, along with those for ministers and
MPs. The civil service, as we all know, is

grossly overstaffed, so better to accept a
salary cut rather than redundancies.

10. STOP EXPANDING THE SIZE OF
GOVERNMENT. Review its structure, and
eliminate departments and agencies that
are of no use. Avoid creating new bureau-
cracies. If we need to meet our obligations
under agreements such as the Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA), such as cre-
ating a competition commission, then trans-
form existing departments - such as Price
Control - into these animals.

11. GIVEN INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS
SPREAD ACROSS MANY ISLANDS, and
the absence of potential revenue-earning
opportunities, the Government has always
suffered from a capital account deficit.

To address this, the Government must
continue the trend of privatisation and out-
sourcing to the private sector that it began
with BTC. Potential functions for out-
sourcing could be the Registrar General’s
Department, along with the loss-making
Corporations that continue to bleed the tax-
payer of between $40-$50 million per year.

Indeed, it is time to consider selling
Bahamasair and the Water & Sewerage
Corporation for whatever they will fetch,
even if it is just $1 and the buyer assuming
their liabilities.

When it comes to infrastructure projects,
there is little option other than to get private
sector capital and management involved
through public-private partnerships (PPPs).
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BUSINESSREVIEW

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

STAND up and take a bow, Senator
Michael Halkitis. For you are the first politi-
cian from either main party to bluntly state it
cannot be “business as usual” when it comes to
management of the Government’s finances.
Hallelujah, praise the Lord, at last someone
has spoken the truth.

But........ and there is always a but. The Sen-
ator has spoken well, but Tribune Business
hopes he will excuse us for not going over-
board just yet. For Mr Halkitis, the hardest
part is yet to come, namely translating words
into deeds. Having talked the talk, he must
now walk the walk.

To be fair, the general features outlined by
Mr Halkitis in his Tribune Business column of
September 14, 2011, dealing with Moody’s
downgrade of the Bahamas’ economic out-
look are not bad, even if they are short on
specifics that lay out a plan for dealing with our
national debt and fiscal deficit woes. Tribune
Business is also not too sure about his school-
building stimulus plan, and whether it would
have the desired effect, although it wouldn’t
disagree with placing a focus on technology in
the education system.

But enough with the knocks, and on to the
positive. Tribune Business agrees with the
Senator that the Government appears not to
have got the message, not just Moody’s, but
Standard & Poor’s and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMD), too, to judge from its pub-

YOU’VE TALKED THE 
TALK, NOW WALK THE
WALK, MR SENATOR

TRIBUNE BUSINESS’S
DEBT SOLUTION

Amulti-pronged approach must be
implemented to tackle the Bahamas’

impending fiscal crisis, involving a combi-
nation of spending cuts and containment,
revenue enforcement and creative, ‘out-of-
the-box’ thinking. This is by no means an
exhaustive list.

1. BALANCE THE BUDGET on the recurrent
side as rapidly as possible, so the Government
can cover its fixed costs - rent and wages -
with incoming revenues streams/cash flow.

2. NO NEW OR INCREASED TAXES. This is
the last thing we need, as to grow government
revenues we need the Bahamian economy and
private sector to expand and grow our way out
of recession. 

3. INSTEAD, WHEN IT COMES TO THE REV-
ENUE FRONT, all governments must focus on
maximising collections from the existing system.

Starting from the top, crack down on the
fraud and tax evasion that everyone knows is
taking place. Stop giving favours to family,
friends, the politically connected and the wealthy.
No one knows how much this is costing honest
taxpayers, but some estimates place the leakage
at $100-$150 million per fiscal year. Almost
enough to close the fiscal gap by itself.

4. SIMPLIFY FURTHER THE DUTY STRUC-
TURE/TAX CODE. Close all loopholes, and review
the incentives and tax exemptions granted to
numerous industries and businesses. Especial-
ly resorts, which must ultimately be graduated
from all the tax breaks developers receive, so the
industry does not become a ‘welfare’ sector. 

Employing the same model as the Ingraham
administration used in graduating firms from

SEE page nineSEE page nine

* Senator Halkitis’s position
on the public finances is wel-
come, but he and his party
must now give us specifics, and
turn rhetoric into reality



THE COMPANY
Some probably felt he was

mad, others thought he had
nothing to lose, while some
believed he was merely
preparing us for the fact the
end is nigh. Whatever the
intention, Mark Finlayson,
principal of City Markets’ 78
per cent majority shareholder
was not shy in making his
feelings clear towards the
majority of the Bahamian
wholesale industry, accusing
them of reneging on an agree-
ment to deal with the debts
run-up under the supermar-
ket chain’s previous owners.

It is never wise, from a posi-
tion of weakness, to alienate
suppliers and those who you
probably need to do some
business with. But, somewhat
ominously, Mr Finlayson
effectively warned Bahamian
wholesalers that they had no
option but to work with City
Markets on his terms, for if
the company was put into liq-
uidation they would never get
a cent of the money owed
back.

The wholesale industry’s
position was probably
summed up by this comment
posted to The Tribune’s web-
site, which backs up the feel-
ings privately expressed to
this newspaper by sources in
the sector.

The comment, from an
anonymous wholesaler, said:
“He is presenting the whole-
salers as the bad people. We
DID work with him, and a
few months back they came
to us asked for a increased
credit limit. We gave it to
them...gave them the limit
THEY asked for...all they
ended up doing was maxing
out the limit, then stopped
paying and now we are even
deeper into the problem then
we would have been if we
kept the limits lower.”

Similar sentiments were
expressed publicly to Tribune
Business by Bruce Thomp-
son, managing director of
leading wholesaler Thompson
Trading. In the circumstances
it is difficult to see how rela-
tions between City Markets
and Bahamian suppliers can
ever be fully repaired, espe-
cially if the former’s bills go
unpaid, although Mr Fin-
layson was this week talking
optimistically about re-estab-
lishing supply from several
companies. It is also true that
most wholesalers do not want
to see a previously valuable

client such as City Markets
fail, given that this would
leave Super Value and
Rupert Roberts as the only
real player in the ‘mass mar-
ket’ food store business.

Yet, in the final analysis,
the public spat between sup-
pliers and retail customer has
done City Markets not one
iota of good in its continuing
battle for survival. The once-
proud 12 store chain, which
turned out a consistent $5-$8
million annual net profit, has
now been reduced (at least
for the moment) to a three-
store network, a shell of its
former self.

South Beach and Seagrapes
may yet come back, and it was
probably a good decision to
largely exit the Grand
Bahama market and concen-
trate on New Providence. But
my, my, what a difference six-
eight months make. The talk
since January this year was
acquisition, acquisition, first
City Markets and then Robin
Hood, coupled with expan-
sive talk of new mega stores
on JFK Drive, East-West
Highway, at the airport, and
in Freeport.

Now the focus is on shrink-
ing to survive, with the Lyford
Cay, downtown Freeport and
Eight Mile Rock stores closed
permanently, and Rosetta
Street joining the ranks of
those said to be closed tem-
porarily. Sceptics have been
quick to point out that the
ownership of City Markets by
Mr Finlayson and his family
appears to be following the
same pattern they established
at Solomon’s Mines, where
helter-skelter expansion
quickly turned into some
rapid downsizing.

To be absolutely fair, this
is not all Mr Finlayson’s fault.
Today, he finds himself in a
similar position to Barack
Obama. Like the US presi-
dent, he inherited a terrible
mess from his predecessor
(for George W. Bush read the
BSL Holdings ownership
group). But with almost one
year’s ownership under Mr
Finlayson’s belt, any attempts
to continually blame the mis-
takes of others for the pre-
sent predicament will soon

start wearing pretty thin.
For now, Mr Finlayson and

his management team will
have to hunker down, cut
costs and streamline the busi-
ness where they can, and
move to ensure the remain-
ing stores are fully stocked in
a bid to win customers back.
Tribune Business wishes them
luck, and hopes they succeed
for the sake of us all.

PENSION FUND
Mr Finlayson says his

“hands are clean”, and Tri-
bune Business agrees with
him when it comes to the City
Markets’ staff pension fund.
What transpired under the
former BSL Holdings owner-
ship highlighted the need for
company-sponsored schemes
to be overseen by indepen-
dent trustees, and for pen-
sions-related legislation and
regulation to be a priority.

No payments have been
made into the Bahamas
Supermarkets Profit Sharing
Retirement Scheme since
2007 as a result of the compa-
ny’s woes. This means its only
sources of revenue have been
lease payments on the East-
West Highway head office,
which the pension plan owes,
and on the Cable Beach store
equipment and improvements
that were sold to it, then
leased back by City Markets.

It is unclear whether the
pension fund is receiving reg-
ular payments from both
sources. The last audited
financial statements for City
Markets and its Bahamas
Supermarkets parent, pub-
lished for the 12 months to
end-June 30, 2010, showed
that the sums owed to the
Bahamas Supermarkets Prof-
it Sharing Retirement Scheme
had increased from $518,898
at year-end 2009 to $971,452.

This debt was racked up
under the former BSL Hold-
ings group, but it is currently
unknown whether Mr Fin-
layson and his team have
been able to make good on
this, or whether they have
been paying what is due since
their November 2010
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* Ongoing survival fight highlights
weaknesses in capital markets and
pension regulation

By NEIL HARTNELL • Tribune Business Editor

City Markets just cannot stay out of the headlines. Whether it
be store closures, the staff pension fund or regulatory issues,
the ongoing saga of the supermarket chain and its fight for

survival continues to expose flaws in the Bahamian system.

SEE page nine

      



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

Carl Hield couldn’t hold
on to his lead and he
made a quick exit in the
first round of the men’s

welterweight division of the AIBA
World Boxing Championships in
Baku, Azerbaijan.

As the first of two competitors to
represent the Bahamas at the 2012
Olympic Games qualifying tourna-
ment yesterday, Hield lost 15-10 to
Roy Sheehan of Ireland.

Head coach Andre Seymour said
Hield was leading 5-4 but Sheehan
took over in the final two rounds.

“He fell behind and he was too
slow in his movements,” said Sey-
mour as he described what went
wrong with Hield. 

“The first round he was very good.
He was ahead. He just stopped box-
ing and that was it. The second and
the third round, the guy just came
from behind.”

Hield was not available for com-
ments when Tribune Sports con-
tacted the team in Baku. 

But Seymour said he was disap-
pointed in his performance.

“He thought that he should have
performed better in the second and
third rounds,” he said. “He expected
a much better performance because
he knew he was better than what he
did.”

Today, Valentino Knowles, the
other member of the team, will be in
a rematch of last year’s Common-
wealth Games gold-medal match
against Indian Manoj Kumar.

Seymour said Knowles will have
to throw a lot of punches in order to
prevail with the change in the scor-
ing system.

“Anybody who goes out there and
falls behind, they will get left
behind,” he stated. “That’s the new
amateur boxing scoring right now.
It’s gone back to the old days. You
just can’t throw like the old days
like professional boxing. 

“In amateur boxing, you have to

throw a lot of punches. If you do
not do that, you will get left behind.”

Based on what they saw in Hield-
’s match, Seymour said he and assis-
tant coach Floyd Seymour have
been stressing to Knowles that he
can’t get left behind.

“You have to keep ahead. With
the new scoring out now, you have
to throw a lot of punches,” he said.
“You have to throw a lot of punch-
es. Ain’t no waiting on one punch.
You have to throw a lot of punches.”

Knowles, who last year had to set-
tle for the bronze after he lost to

Kumar in New Delhi, India, said
he’s confident that the outcome will
be different today.

“I’m in a frame of mind to go out
there and win,” Knowles said. “I felt
he only won that fight 3-1 on a
hometown decision. But this time,
we’re not in India. That’s all I’m
telling myself and so this time, he
doesn’t have the home crowd to
depend on.”

Looking back at Hield’s bout,
Knowles said they are still trying to
analyse exactly what went wrong in
the second round.

“AIBA is changing up their rules
every year, so it’s kind of hard to
adapt,” Knowles said. “You’re train-
ing one way and you have to do your
whole schedule and game plan right
here in competition.

“But this isn’t the place to just
change everything. The rules just
changed, so we have to adapt and do
the best that we could.”

With a slight change in weather,
Knowles noted that he suffered a
slight case of the flu but he has been
able to work through it and now he’s
just waiting to step into the ring.
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CORPORATE sponsors contin-
ue to answer the call as more and
more organisations pledge their sup-
port to Marathon Bahamas 2012.

Within the past few weeks, sever-
al philanthropic groups and corpo-
rations have come on board to join
the growing list of major sponsors.

For the direct benefits of the run-
ners themselves, Nautilus water will
provide their product at various
points along the route.

Nautilus Water will be provided at
20 check points along the route, a
service the company calls "essential
to both the safety and general well-
being of athletes." 

Jason Evans, president of Nau-
tilus Water, said the company is
proud to once again support
Marathon Bahamas. 

“The success of the event is evi-
dent by its participation growth and

community awareness. Nautilus ful-
ly endorses Marathon Bahamas’ mis-
sion to raise funds which benefit can-
cer programmes in the Bahamas,
including the Princess Margaret Hos-
pital Foundation, Bahamas Breast-
Cancer Initiative (BBCI), Cancer
Society of The Bahamas, Sister Sis-
ter Breast Cancer Support Group
and other women’s health pro-
grammes.”

KRyS Global has also joined the
list of contributors.

Marathon participants can expect
to receive a KRyS Global branded
rally towel in their registrant bag to
assist them at the race and beyond.

“We are thrilled to be able to sup-
port this event and by extension the
worthwhile causes the funds will go
to support,” states Ed Rahming,
managing director of KRyS Glob-
al’s Bahamas office. 

“We look forward to the contin-
ued growth and success of this event
and encourage everyone to come
out and participate in what is sure to
be a fun race weekend.”

On the international front, the
Yellowbird Foundation out of Cana-
da will also participate in this year's
event.

Comprised of members of the
Canadian travel industry, Yellow-
bird is a non-profit organisation ded-
icated to improving the lives of chil-
dren in the Caribbean through their
commitment to promoting and sup-
porting local educational pro-
grammes, in addition to providing
financial and infrastructure support
to schools.

“With golf as the main sporting
event for many years among the
travel industry members, we wanted
to reach out and engage a new audi-

ence that we never had before and
running was the perfect fit,” said one
of Yellowbirds’ founding members
Gerry Kinasz. 

BTO team captain Earl Miller,
boasts that the goal of the group is to
“compete and complete the
marathon or half marathon and, at
the end, check this accomplishment
off of their bucket list.” 

“Each person crossing the finish
line will be a winner and those com-
pleting the marathon will then be in
the elite status – one per cent of the
world’s population who have
achieved this accomplishment”.

For all of the participants, this will
be their first venture in long-distance
running and they are very proud to
be making their statement at home,
in the Bahamas, at Marathon
Bahamas during the US Martin
Luther King Birthday weekend.

CORPORATE SPONSORS CONTINUE TO ANSWER MARATHON CALL

Hield falls in 1st round
of Olympic qualifier 

AIBA WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS

CARL HIELD (file photo) made a quick exit in the welterweight division of the AIBA World Boxing Championships.

               



SPORTS

TRIBUNE SPORTS                                                                                                                                     FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2011, PAGE 3E

SAILING: JUNIOR OPTIMIST NATIONALS 

TTEENNNNIISS::
MMAARRKK KKNNOOWWLLEESS
CCEELLEEBBRRIITTYY IINNVVIITT..
MARK Knowles is pleased

to announce the annual Mark
Knowles Celebrity Tennis
Invitational is set to be held
December 1-4 at the Atlantis
resort by presenting sponsor
MDC-Partners and organised
by the Mark Knowles Man-
agement Group (MKMG). 

This year’s featured play-
ers are Andy Roddick, Xavier
Malisse and Sabine Lisicki
with some additional stars to
be announced at a later date.

The organisers plan to hold
a Pro/Am doubles tourna-
ment for platinum sponsors, a
Pro Exhibition and an oppor-
tunity for top Bahamian
junior tennis players to inter-
act with the visiting pros.

CCOONNCCHHMMAANN 
TTRRIIAATTHHLLOONN 
IINN GGRRAANNDD 
BBAAHHAAMMAA
THE 25th annual Conch-

man Triathlon is scheduled
for Saturday, November 5 in
Freeport, Grand Bahama. It
will comprise of a one-kilo-
metre swim, a 25k bike ride
and a 5k run.

Interested persons can reg-
ister by logging onto the Face-
book Event Page, e-mail
organiser Bert Bell at bert-
bell@coralwave.com or call-
ing him at 727-5886 or 727-
5381.

BBEERRLLIINN MMAARRAATTHHOONN
DDEE SSOOUUZZAA 
PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATTEEDD
CONTRARY to a report

on Tuesday in Tribune Sports,
Dr Kathryn de Souza did par-
ticipate in the 38th BMW
Berlin Marathon on Sunday.

Dr de Souza, listed as an
American, represented the
Bahamas Roadmasters Club
and clocked three hours, 45
minutes and 11 seconds for
133th place in the women’s
45 age group category.

The other Bahamians who
participated were the husband
and wife team of Carl and
Shavonne Blades, Glen Bain,
Linda Williams, Youlanda
Deleveuax and Michelle Gib-
son. The Tribune apologises
to Dr de Souza for the error.

WWAALLKK
SSTTRRIIDDEE 
FFOORR LLIIFFEE
THE Cancer Society of the

Bahamas is slated to hold a
“Stride for Life” Fun Walk
6am Saturday. The honourary
co-chairpersons for the event
are Bishop Laish Boyd and
Erin Brown.

There is a registration fee
for children under 13 years
and those 14 years and older.
All registered participants will
receive a T-shirt and gift and
all walkers will be eligible to
win many exciting prizes.

The route for the event is as
follows:

Start at the Cancer Caring
Center, East Terrance, Cen-
treville (2 doors south of
ZNS), south on East Terrance
to 4th Terrace, west to Collins
Avenue, to School Lane,
north to Dowdeswell Street,
east to Easy Bay Street, cross-
ing to the new Paradise Island
bridge, ascending to Beach
Drive, Paradise Island Drive
to the Golf Course, west on
Paradise Island Drive to Casi-
no Drive, around the round-a-
bout to the old Paradise
Island bridge, descending to
East Bay Street, advancing to
Mackey Street, south to
Shirley Street, west to Collins
Avenue, south to 2nd Terrace
(now Rusty Bethel Drive),
east to East Terrance and
south along East Terrace,
concluding at the Cancer Car-
ing Center.

VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL
NNPPVVAA AACCTTIIOONN
THE New Providence Vol-

leyball Association will con-
tinue its regular season this
weekend with a series of
games on tap at the DW
Davis Gymnasium.

GGAAMMEESS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE

TToonniigghhtt
7:30pm – Cougars vs Lady

Technicians (L)
9pm – Intruders vs Scotia

Defenders (M)

SSuunnddaayy
3:30pm – COB Caribs vs

Titans (L)
5pm – Saints vs Crusaders

(M)

CCYYCCLLIINNGG
TTOOUURR DDEE NNEEWW 
PPRROOVVIIDDEENNCCEE
THE Tour de New Provi-

dence will be held over the
weekend of October 29-30,
starting and finishing at the
Clifton Heritage Park park-
ing lot at Clifton Pier.

There will be a race for the
competitive cyclists and non-
competitive cyclists. Prizes
will also be presented to the
oldest and youngest partici-
pants.  

For more information,
interested persons can visit
musgrovebarron@hotmail.co
m or call 425-1057.

SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL
BBIISSHHOOPP EELLLLIISS 
SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL 
CCLLAASSSSIICC
THE Baptist Sports Coun-

cil is scheduled to hold a
meeting 6pm today under the
pavilion at the Bahamas Bap-
tist College for all churches
interested in participating in
the 2011 Bishop Neil C Ellis
Softball Classic.

The event, which was orig-
inally scheduled to start on
Saturday, has been pushed
back to Saturday, October 8,
at the Baillou Hills Sporting
Complex.

Competition will be held in
the 19-and-under, co-ed and
men’s division. There is a  reg-
istration fee per team in each
division.

For further information,
interested persons can con-
tact BSC director Brent
Stubbs at
stubbobs@gmail.com, bstub-
bo@yahoo.com or call 502-
2363.

TTRRAACCKK AANNDD FFIIEELLDD
RREEVV.. BBAACCKKFFOORRDD 
CCLLAASSSSIICC
THE Baptist Sports Coun-

cil is slated to hold a meeting
6pm today under the pavilion

at the Bahamas Baptist Col-
lege, Jean Street, for all
churches interested in partic-
ipating in the 2011 Rev.
Enoch Backford Track and
Field Classic.

The classic is scheduled for
Saturday, October 22 at the
Thomas A Robinson. Com-
petition will be held in the
under-7, under-9, under-11,
under-13, under-15, under-17
men and women divisions.
There is a registration fee per
athlete.

For further information,
interested persons can con-
tact BSC director Brent
Stubbs.

SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL
NNPPSSAA AACCTTIIOONN
THE New Providence Soft-

ball Association is all set to
continue its regular season
with another double header
Friday and Saturday nights at
the Banker’s Field, Baillou
Hills Sporting Complex.

GGAAMMEESS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE

TToonniigghhtt
7pm – Island Luck Truck-

ers vs Dorsey Park Boyz (M)
8:30pm – Miller Rams vs

New Breed (M)
SSaattuurrddaayy
7pm – Black Scorpions vs

Bommer George (L)
8:30pm – Dorin United Hit-

men vs New Breed (M)

PPOOWWEERRLLIIFFTTIINNGG
NNAATTIIOONNAALL 
CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPPSS

THE Bahamas Powerlift-
ing Federation is scheduled
to hold its National Power-
lifting Championships at L W
Young Junior High School,
starting 10am Saturday. 

A number of competitors
are expected to strut their
skills in the bench, squats and
deadlift events during the
championships.

SPORTS
INBRIEF

SEVENTY-eight boats, including
at least four from the Cayman
Islands and others from around the
Bahamas, are on course to cross the
starting line in various divisions in
what is expected to be a tight series
of races in the hotly contested
Bahamas Junior Optimist Nationals
set for October 1-2. 

The Nationals begin Saturday at
the Taino Beach resort with about
six races and concludes Sunday after
the finals. It will be the first time in
the five-year local history of the
event that it will be held in Grand
Bahama.

“The kids are really excited about
this for a number of reasons,” said
senior sailing instructor Robert
Dunkley, now the official instructor
after years of volunteering with oth-
ers who give countless afternoons
and weekend hours to make the
junior sailing programme possible. 

“For most of these sailors, it will
be their first time competing against
Opti sailors from another country
and for many, especially those from
Governor's Harbour, Harbour
Island, Long Island, Abaco and Nas-
sau, their first time in Grand
Bahama. Hopefully, it will be a little
bit of a much-needed boost for
Grand Bahama as well and the
waters there are ideal for races like

this.
If Dunkley is hoping for an eco-

nomic boost for the country’s sec-
ond city, Daniel Gibson and Paul de
Souza have other hopes. 

Gibson, 15, and a student at CR
Walker, is the defending champion
in the Blue Fleet, the championship
class. 

De Souza, a 7th grader at St
Andrews, beat 44 boats to take first
place last year in the Green Fleet,
the novice class. 

“This year he’s moving up to Blue
and plans to give Gibson a fight for
first place. Both will have to out-sail
and outperform hopefuls like
Spencer Cartwright who is taking
sailing so seriously he’s studying sail-
ing tactics. 

“In sailing, it’s not just about phys-
ical strength,” says the articulate
Queen’s College 7th grader. “You
don’t have to be fast. You don’t have
to be strong. You just have to know
what you’re doing. It’s about being
smart.” 

Cartwright says he has made a lot
of good friends through the pro-
gramme but he doesn’t plan to let
friendship stand in the way of win-
ning. 

“I came second last year and I’m
not coming second again. I plan to
win.” 

But then so does Pedro Rahming,
a 10th grader at CR Walker, even
though winning for him would mean
leaving his best friend, defending
champion Daniel Gibson, in his

wake. “That’s okay,” he says. “We’ll
still be best friends.” 

And Pedro has Daniel to thank
for getting him involved in the pro-
gramme that he admits has changed
his life for the better. 

It has certainly changed Donico
Brown's life, too. Once a junior
sailor just hoping to cross the finish
line first or at least walk away with a
few respectable seconds and thirds in
a large fleet, today he’s a sailing
instructor, paid by the organisation
made up mostly of volunteers and
sponsored in part by the Ministry of
Tourism, Rotary, RBC, KFC, Odd-
ysey, Diane Phillips & Associates
and private donors. 

Brown had the opportunity to sail
internationally in larger boats and
in 2009 represented the Bahamas in
Brazil.

“I started in an Opti, just like
these kids,” he says, sweeping his
hand across a bustling parking lot
at the Nassau Yacht Club where the
youngsters have gathered after a
day’s practice. 

“The first day out, I capsized and
that’s when I knew I loved it.” 

Someday, he hopes to get his cap-
tain’s license and helm a fast ferry.
For now, he’ll be coach, counselor
and sailing instructor for a fleet of
hopefuls, including his younger
brother, all battling for the national
Optimist sailing championship title. 

Sir Jack Hayward, an avid sailor
and supporter of the Grand Bahama
Sailing Club, shared his enthusiasm
for the upcoming races. 

“I think it’s wonderful that the
Opti Nationals are coming to Grand
Bahama. We have a large number of
talented young sailors that partici-
pate regularly at the Yacht Club and
I’m excited to see how they will per-
form on their home turf,” Sir Jack
said.

Chris Paine, co-founder of the
Sailing Club in Freeport, said that
he and his crew are delighted that
the sport is coming to Grand
Bahama.

GBPA president Ian Rolle said
the organisation’s support of the
event is evidence of its continued
commitment to sponsoring and sup-
porting programmes that build the
island’s youth. 

“GBPA is pleased to support this
event and others like it, as they pro-
vide excellent opportunities for the
youth to gain new experiences and
exposure to competitive environ-
ments that challenge them beyond
their everyday environments,” said
Rolle. 

“We are excited that the Opti
Nationals will be held here and we
look forward to the races returning
in the future,” he added. 

The competition is held under the
auspices of the Bahamas Sailing
Association which is based in Nas-
sau. 

According to Mr Paine, the objec-
tive is to move the National Cham-
pionships around the country
because it is a national competition.

The sport of sailing, he noted, has
grown tremendously in Grand
Bahama from its inception in 2006,
with more and more young people
showing interest. 

He credited coach David Valen-
tine with the inspiration of the sport
of some students in after- school pro-
grammes which he said are doing
quite well.

Large fleet of young sailors ready for tough 
competition on Grand Bahama this weekend

PAUL DE SOUZA DANIEL GIBSON

ROUNDING THE MARK: Sailors round the mark and head downwind in last year's Opti Nationals in Montagu Bay.
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UWC TRIATHLON BAHAMAS: KIDS’ RESULTS                              
FFEEMMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  11 -- 88
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1    23   229 Siena Holowesko           7 Nassau                    BAH   24:47 
2    28   236 Chloe Richards            7 Nassau                    BAH   26:31 
3    35   213 Charlotte Fernie          7 Nassau                    BAH   28:16 

MMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  11 -- 88
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1    11   222 Oliver Townend            8 Nassau                    BAH   21:49 
2    20   225 Thomas Bowers             7 Nassau                    BAH   23:53 
3    25   221 Jackson Hood              8                                 25:30 
4    37   224 Charlie Winner            7 Nassau                    BAH   30:28 
5    38   238 Major Richards            7 Nassau                    BAH   31:16 
6    40   223 Thomas Illing             8 Nassau                    BAH   32:33 

FFEEMMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  99 -- 1111
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1     6   207 Isabelle Winner          11 Nassau                    BAH   20:10 
2    10   227 Alexandra Allan           9 Nassau                    BAH   21:48 
3    13   212 Ella Holowesko            9 Nassau                    BAH   22:05 
4    14   211 Katherine Slatter         9 Nassau                    BAH   22:57 
5    22   209 Brennan Hood             10                                 24:45 
6    24   228 Tamsin Nottage            9 Nassau                    BAH   24:51 
7    27   226 Elliott Farrington       10 Nassau                    BAH   26:30 
8    29   210 Julie Van Wyan           10 Nassau                    BAH   27:03 
9    36   208 Victoria Russell         11 Nassau                    BAH   30:25 
10    39   234 Isabella Anand           10 Nassau                    BAH   31:23 

MMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  99 -- 1111
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1     1   217 Liam Holowesko           11 Nassau                    BAH   17:41 
2     3   216 Charles Allan            11 Nassau                    BAH   18:15 
3     4   233 Trent Strachan           11 Nassau                    BAH   19:58 
4    16   231 Gus Harper               10 Nassau                    BAH   23:47 
5    17   220 Tristan Thompson          9 Nassau                    BAH   23:48 
6    31   219 Mateo Blacquiere         10                                 27:52 
7    32   232 Dante Cooper             10 Nassau                    BAH   27:57 
8    33   218 Gabriel Moultrie         10 Nassau                    BAH   27:58 
9    34   214 Whit Hazlewood           11                                 28:13 

FFEEMMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  1122 -- 1144
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1     7   200 Alexandra Mittens        14 Nassau                    BAH   20:23 
2     8   203 Olivia Hazlewood         13 Nassau                    BAH   21:34 
3     9   202 Emma Van Wynen           13 Nassau                    BAH   21:47 
4    15   204 Miranda Thompson         12 Nassau                    BAH   23:26 
5    19   201 Raquel de Cardenas       14 Nassau                    BAH   23:52 
6    26   205 Kaitlyn Slatter          12 Nassau                    BAH   26:15 

MMAALLEE AAGGEE GGRROOUUPP::  1122 -- 1144
Place O'All No.   Name                    Age City                      Sta Time    
========================= === ======= 

1     5   215 Mitchell Blacquiere      13                                 20:05 
2    30   230 Farion Cooper            13 Nassau                    BAH   27:47 

TRI-ATHLETES can be seen at the
start of UWC Triathlon Bahamas
in Nassau over the weekend.
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