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By SANCHESKA
BROWN

THIS is the mother and
her young daughter whose
lifeless bodies were found
floating in the harbour.

And the mystery of their
deaths deepened yesterday
as police admitted they still
have no idea how they died.

The bodies of Amanda
Seymour Burrows, 32, and
her pyjama-clad five-year-
old daughter Kaysha Bur-
rows were pulled from
waters behind Elizabeth on

Bay Plaza around 7.30am on
Tuesday.

There were no visible
injuries on either of the vic-
tims, and police do not have
an official cause of death.
However, a source in the
force said they were consid-
ering the possibility of mur-
der.

When asked to confirm
this, senior officers said
nothing is being ruled out
and admitted there are some
“missing pieces” in the case.
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Police baffled
over deaths

Mystery deepens
over tragic mom
and daughter
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YOUR WEEKENDS
ARE ABOUT TO

CHANGE FOREVER
THERE’S a new newspaper coming to

town ... and it’s about to change your week-
end reading habits forever.

The Tribune is bringing you an entirely
new concept in newspaper design and content.

While the snoozepapers of this country want to put
you to sleep Monday to Saturday, our newspaper is
here to inform and entertain you.

We’ve also teamed up with some of the biggest

SEE page 10

SEE page 10

AS we track the path of Tropical Storm Maria, Tribune
readers can expect the same groundbreaking coverage as pro-
vided by tribune242.com during Hurricane Irene.

Tropical Storm Maria formed in the Atlantic yesterday,
becoming the 13th named storm in the 2011 hurricane season. 

The system does not pose a threat to the Bahamas at this
time, but meteorologists are continuing to monitor its devel-
opment.

When Irene struck, other newspapers went the convention-
al route of publishing in the aftermath of the storm, but The Tri-

By SANCHESKA BROWN

DESPITE his announce-
ment through social networks
and other media avenues, it
appears that DNA member
Rodney Moncur may have
jumped the gun on proclaim-
ing his candidacy for Bain and
Grants Town.

While not dismissing the
idea that Mr Moncur may
indeed be the party’s repre-
sentative for Bain and Grants
Town, party officials say no
one has been officially nomi-
nated for that area.

The Tribune spoke with Mr
Moncur yesterday who said
he received a letter of nomi-
nation from the DNA, allow-

TRIBUNE TRACKS TROPICAL STORM MARIA

SEE page 11 SEE page 10

RODNEY MONCUR MAY
HAVE BEEN PREMATURE
ON DNA CANDIDACY

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – The rape
trial of Freeport clergyman
Albert Whylly got underway
in the Supreme Court on
Wednesday with emotional
testimony coming from the
nine-year-old victim who
identified the accused in court
as her uncle. 

Wiping tears from her face,
the victim described in detail
what she said her uncle had
done to her.

She also testified that her
Uncle Whylly told her not to
tell anyone what he had done
and kissed her on her lips. She

CLERGYMAN ACCUSED
OF THE RAPE OF 
NINE-YEAR-OLD GIRL

SEE page 10

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE number of dengue fever-like cases are predominately
from eastern and southeastern communities, according to health
statistics, which are also showing a slow decline.

Ministry of Health officials estimate that the number of cases
going to health care facilities will top 4,000 by the end of this
week; last week’s count stood at 3,300.

SEE page 11

MOST DENGUE FEVER-LIKE CASES FROM 
EASTERN, SOUTHEASTERN COMMUNITIES

RIGHT: Amanda Seymour Burrows, 32, and 
her five-year-old daughter Kaysha Burrows.
ABOVE: Police at the scene on Tuesday 
after the bodies of the mother and 
daughter were found in Prince 
George Wharf Harbour.
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter 
dmaycock@
tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – Sky
Bahamas presented school
supplies and backpacks to
four primary schools, and
made a separate cheque
donation to the Grand
Bahama Regatta Commit-
tee on Tuesday. 

Peter Turnquest, chair-
man of Sky Bahamas, and
Kenneth Romer,  chief
operating officer, made the
presentation at the Foster
B Pestaina Centre. 

Accepting on behalf of
their respective schools
were Barbara Thompson,
principal of Freeport Pri-
mary; Mildred Roberts,
principal  of  Maurice
Moore Primary; Victoria
Wright, principal of Hugh
Campbell Primary, and
music teacher Erica Weir
of Walter Parker Primary. 

Harold McPhee, Grand
Bahama Regatta chairman,
also received much needed

funds to assist with plans
for this year’s regatta from
September 15-18. 

Mr Romer said that Sky
Bahamas is committed to
giving back to the commu-
nity and has given more
than  $250,000 in cash and
air travel donations in the
past two years. 

Privilege
“One of the things we

are passionate about is not
just superior service and a
culture of safety, but we
are always mindful of giv-
ing back to communities
we have had the privilege
of serving, and this is just
one of many stops we are
making,” he said. 

In the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Irene, Mr Romer
said Sky Bahamas imme-
diately dispatched an air-
craft with supplies and
goods to Cat Island. 

Additionally, he said the
airline is committed to
education and has adopt-
ed six schools as well as an
orphanage in Cat Island. 

“Our schools will always
get our support; we are
eyeing the Grand Bahama
community and hoping to
announce soon the official
adoption of  primary
schools in the Freeport
area,” Mr Romer said. 

In an effort to promote
l i teracy,  he said they
intend to support the read-
ing programme in al l
schools  by presenting
funds to go specifically
towards the initiative. 

Chairman of  Sky
Bahamas Mr Turnquest
stressed that being a good
corporate citizen is impor-
tant. 

“It is not only the right
thing but the moral thing
to do. 

“It is our responsibility
to ensure that we support
those communities that
support us. 

“And in all the commu-
nities we serve we made it
our special responsibility
to share, particularly with
the children and those who
are not as fortunate as we
are,” he said.

THE Embassy’s public affairs officer Erica Thibault
presented executives of the Ed Armbrister Baseball
League (EABL) with a donation of 35 baseball gloves
to assist with the league’s sports development pro-
gramme. 

The EABL holds camps throughout the summer and
on weekends during the school year at Windsor Park
with the goal of helping youth discover how athletics
can foster the development of critical life skills and
higher achievement in the classroom. 

On hand for the presentation were EABL chairman
Ed Armbrister, director Michael Butler and youth camp
coach Andy Percentie.

Gloves
The donation of youth baseball gloves is part of the

US Embassy’s ongoing support to community activities
that aim to help youth stand up to negative peer-pres-
sure and foster greater self-esteem. 

Mrs Thibault congratulated the EABL for creating a
sports programme that promotes leadership, teamwork
and self-discipline, all qualities young people need to
succeed in life.

The league is named after Ed Armbrister, a former
Major League Baseball player who is the only Bahami-
an to win two World Series rings in his five-year career
during the mid 1970s.

Honoured
On March 10, 2007, Mr Armbrister was named one of

top sporting figures in the Bahamas and honoured by
having his photo added to the Sports Wall of Fame at
the Lynden Pindling International Airport.

League officials thanked Ambassador Nicole Avant
and the US Embassy for the donation and for support-
ing the youth of the Bahamas through the donation of
baseball gloves, which was made possible through a
partnership with Sports Locker.

SKY Bahamas made a presen-
tation to four primary schools
(below) and donated funds to

the Grand Bahama Regatta
Committee (left) on Tuesday. 

SKY BAHAMAS MAKES PRESENTATION TO
SCHOOLS AND GB REGATTA COMMITTEE

US EMBASSY public affairs officer Erica Thibault presents baseball
gloves to EABL director Michael Butler, EABL chairman Ed Arm-
brister and Andy Percentie, EABL coach for youth camps.

US EMBASSY DONATES EQUIPMENT
TO YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE
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Upgrade valid from intermediate to full-size car, on rentals of 4 days or more. Offer ends December 10, 2011 and is 
subject to availability. Rates, terms and conditions subject to change without notice.

CDW + taxes + fees + unlimited miles + free double upgrade

alamo.com

IN FLORIDA 
when using the 
upgrade coupon

YOU JUST GOT A CONGRATULATIONS 

FULL-SIZE CAR AS LOW AS 

$210US WEEKLY

For reservations, please contact
Going Places Travel at (242) 393.6900
or (786) 245.0520 or at 1.800.468.3334.
Be sure to request rate code RC1 and 
coupon code AU4368BJZ.

WHILE visiting
Grand Bahama in
August the Petty family
paid a visit to the Grand
Bahama Children's
Home (GBCH) and also
brought much needed
school supplies for the
children. 

Heather Petty reached
out to the home via their
website www.gbchil-
drenshome.com inquir-
ing if she and her family
could visit the home dur-
ing their one-day shore
leave while they were
travelling on Celebration
Cruise Lines. 

"I find it amazing that
a family who was just
coming to our island for
a family vacation would
take the time to visit our
home and bring gifts for
our home and children,"
said Sarah Kirkby,
GBCH executive com-
mittee member. 

"We have been very
fortunate this year to
receive some wonderful
back-to-school supplies
but this donation from
tourists really touches
the heart and shows how
wonderful people can be
to each other,” she said.

FULFILLING their
commitment to the Eight
Mile Rock High School
(EMRHS), the Grand
Bahama Shipyard (GBS)
presented a cheque for
$13,000 to the school to
supplement their teams’
uniform and equipment
needs. 

Earlier in the year, the
shipyard held its first annu-
al fishing tournament that
directly benefits the Eight
Mile Rock school sports
programme.

Pictured at the presenta-
tion are (l-r)  Kendris
Hield, vice-principal of
EMRHS; Vernae Grant,
MP for Eight Mile Rock;
Reuben Byrd, senior vice-

president of operations of
GBS; Elva Davis,  vice-
principal  of EMRHS;
Joseph Darville, technical
development at GBS; Kei-
th Barr, outgoing principal
at EMRHS; Ted Pavey,
director of technical and
planning at GBS’ Gary
McIntosh, physical educa-
tion teacher at EMRHS
and Carl-Gustaf Rotkirch,
CEO at GBS.

(Photo courtesy of 
Erik J. Russell for 

Barefoot Marketing)

(L-R) CHRISTA WOODSIDE, GBCH office assistant;
Sean, Heather and Jonathon Petty from Sarasota, 

Florida, and Natalie Russell, home supervisor GBCH.

VISITING TOURISTS HELP GRAND
BAHAMA CHILDREN'S HOME

GB SHIPYARD 
FULFILLS 
COMMITMENT
TO SCHOOL
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www.rdicaribbean.com

Don’t leave for tomorrow 
what you can do today

UK distance learning from RDI Caribbean

www.rdicaribbean.com

Low study costs, �exible payments

PROGRAMMES OFFERED INCLUDE
Bachelors/Masters degrees in Business,
Hospitality, Law, Computing and many
more. 

Develop your career while studying
Tutor and student support included
Free membership of International
Management Academy plus bene�ts
No attendance requirement

...

.
Now recruiting for October intake

CALL (toll free) 1 - 888 - 496 - 6173 
TODAY TO FAST TRACK YOUR CAREER
RDI Regional O�ce : 27499 Riverview Center Boulevard Suite 111, Florida, USA 34134

%$ !88.; $363</. 3; -=::/7<5A ;//4371 68<3>+</.C

3778>+<3>/C +7.$ ,=;37/;;F637./. 9:80/;;387+5;

5884371 08: + -2+55/71371 -+://:37 <2/ ;=9/:6+:4/<

37.=;<:AB ; ?/ -87<37=/ <8 /@9+7. 8=: 89/:+<38

89/7371; -=::/7<5A /@3;< 08: <2/ 08558?371 98;3<387;D

;;3;<+7< )<8:/ %+7+1/:

":8-/:A %+7+1/:

!:87<F 7.$%+7+1/:

*+:/28=;/ %+7+1/:

%/+< %+7+1/:

(:8.=-/ %+7+1/:

!88. )/:>3-/ %+7+1/:

'=<;<+7.371 ;+5+:AC ,/7/03<; +7. 37-/7<3>/; 800/:/ E

 @9/:3/7-/ ./;3:/.E

#7</:/;</. -+7.3.+</; ;28=5. 08:?+:. <2/3: :/;=6;

<8 2:G+65088.;E-86E

&8 </5/9287/ -+55; 95/+;/E '75A 9/:;87; ;/5/-</.

+7 37</:>3/? ?355 ,/ -87<+-</.E

VACANCY

AFTER nine weeks of
intense training, 29 marines
of the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force completed the
commando squadron
amphibious training phase
which encompassed the
RBDF’s military dive course,
the commando squadron
combat dive course and com-
bat swimmers course.

Successful candidates of the
military dive course became
members of the RBDF dive
team and are capable of con-
ducting diving activities to
depths of 300 ft.  

The combat training course

trained marines of commando
squadron operation units to
effectively conduct military
operations using scuba diving
as a method of insertion and
extraction.  

The combat swimmers
course trained marines to per-
form amphibious reconnais-
sance activities in support of
small boat operations.

Additionally, 20 marines
were successful in the combat
swimmer course. All success-
ful participants graduated at a
ceremony at the RBDF
Training Centre, HMBS
Coral Harbour, on August 19.

TWENTY-NINE MARINES 
FINISH DIVE & COMBAT 
SWIMMERS COURSES

SEVERAL marines of the
Royal Bahamas Defence
Force returned home after
successfully completing cours-
es in various fields at United
States Military establishments
as part of the International
Military Education Training
scheme.  

Leading Seamen Perry
Colebrooke successfully com-
pleted an eight-week Quar-
termaster “A” course at the
US Naval Base in Great
Lakes, Illinois. 

The course, which was con-
ducted at the US Navy Centre
for Surface Combat System,
was designed to assist and
prepare marines to become
better navigators. Some of the
areas covered included aids
to navigation, nautical charts
and publications, rules of the
road, piloting, magnetic and
gyro compass system, terres-
trial navigation, voice and
electronic communications
and weather reporting and
observation. 

Leading Seaman Cole-
brooke is a 24-year veteran
of the Defence Force and is

presently attached to the
Squadron Department where
he serves onboard HMBS
Bahamas.  

Marine Seaman Andrew
McKenzie returned home
after successfully completing a
four-month intensive
Boatswains Mate “A” course
in Yorktown, Virginia. 

The course, which was con-
ducted at the United Stated
Coast Guard (USCG) Engi-
neering and Weapons School,
enables marines to improve
their navigating skills while
serving aboard Defence Force
patrol craft.  

Participants were exposed
to intense lessons in seaman-
ship. Some of the subjects
covered included seamanship,
firefighting, leadership, rules
of the road, small boat han-
dling, radar watch, deck offi-
cer watch, celestial training,
first-aid certification and team
coordination training. Course
participants were required to
test their skills and knowledge
by participating in a two-week
on the job training pro-
gramme aboard a 41-foot

training vessel.  
Marine Seaman McKenzie

joined the Force in October
2007 and is currently sta-
tioned aboard the Dauntless
craft HMBS P-43.

Able Mechanic Dremeko
Knowles was successful in
completing a 12-week
Machinery Technician “A”
course. 

The course, which was con-
ducted at the United States
Coast Guard Engineering and

Weapons School, is to
enhance the knowledge of
participants in the mainte-
nance and repair of various
engines. 

Topics covered included
the fundamentals of assem-
bling and disassembling diesel
engines, reduction gear,
hydraulic systems and trou-
bleshooting outboard engines.
Able Mechanic Knowles, who
joined the Defence Force in
August 2004, is attached in

the engineering section
aboard the Dauntless craft
HMBS P-44.

Leading Mechanic Deon
Davis and Able Mechanic
Abrian Rankine successfully
completed the Advance Ana-
log Electronic Technology
course at the United States
Coast Guard Training Cen-
tre, Yorktown, Virginia.  

The five-week course
enabled participants to
become more familiar with

the analog components of the
electronic equipment within
the Defence Force. 

Troubleshooting and main-
tenance of various electronic
components were carried out
during the course.

Classes consisted of both
theory and practical exercises.
Leading Mechanic Dames is
assigned to the radio work-
shop and Able Mechanic
Rankine is stationed aboard
HMBS Yellow Elder.

RBDF MARINES COMPLETE US MILITARY EDUCATION TRAINING COURSES

ANDREW MCKENZIE PERRY COLEBROOKE DEON DAVIS ABRIAN RANKINE

LEADING Seaman Philip Farrington receives his dive pin during a graduation ceremony at the Coral Harbour Base from Acting Commander
of the Defence Force Captain Tellis Bethel.

(RBDF photo by Able Mechanic Al Rahming)

 



was a fourth grade student at
the time of the incident. 

Whylly, 59, pastor at the
Freeport Voice of Deliver-
ance Church, is accused of
sexual assault on a minor.
It is alleged that the assault
took place on February 6,
2011, at his residence at
Jobson Avenue. 

A jury of three men and
six women were empan-
elled to hear evidence in the
case, which was fast tracked
to the Supreme Court for
trial by a voluntary bill of

indictment. 
Senior Justice Hartman

Longley is presiding over
the matter. Prosecuting on
behalf of the Crown are
Erica Kemp and Olivia
Blatch of the Attorney
General’s Office. 

Carlson Shurland repre-
sents Whylly, who is on bail. 

As the prosecution’s
young star witness took the
stand, Justice Longley
asked if she understood the
difference between the
truth and a lie. 

“The truth is telling
something that is real and a
lie is when you tell some-
thing that is not real,” she
said. 

After asking a series of
preliminary questions, Jus-
tice Longley found the child
to be fairly intelligent. He
allowed her to give evi-
dence, but not under oath. 

The nine-year-old told
the court that on February
6, 2011, her mother
dropped her off at her
Uncle Whylly’s house. He
took her and three other
children in the church van
to a party. 

After getting something
to eat and drink, they left
the party. He dropped the
other children off and took
her back to his house, but
made her wait in the van. 

After her Aunt Christine
Whylly had left the home,
the victim said her uncle
told her to “come inside.”
They both sat on the couch
in the front room. 

While recalling the events
of that evening, she paused
several times to wipe the
tears from her face.

The victim told the court
that she spread a blanket
on the floor and was lying
down on her stomach
watching television. 

She said her uncle tapped
her on the leg and told her
to turn over on her back. 

She then gave a graphic
description of what fol-
lowed next.

“He asked if it was hurt-
ing and I told him ‘yes’,”
the girl said. “He then
asked if I know how to
shake my body from side to
side.” 

After the ordeal, she said
her uncle told her not to tell
anyone what he had done.
He then told her that if any-
one asked what he was
doing to tell them he was
using the bathroom. 

The victim said her uncle
kissed her on her lips and
dropped her back to the

party. She said she left the
party later that evening
with her aunt Christine
Whylly, who took her back
to their residence.

The victim said on Feb-
ruary 7 after returning
home from school she
wrote a note telling her
mother what had happened. 

She placed the note on
the pillow while her mother
was sleeping. 

“Why didn’t you tell your
aunt Christine what had
happened while leaving the
party that evening?” asked
Mrs Kemp.

She replied: “My uncle
told me not to tell anyone,
and I wanted to tell my
mommy.” 

The victim told the court
that after her mother had
read the note a police offi-
cer took her to the hospi-
tal. 

Dr Maria Carmella Bouf-
fard said the victim was
brought into emergency
room at Rand Memorial
Hospital around 8.55pm on
February 7 by a police offi-
cer. 

The doctor took a rape
kit and conducted vaginal
and oral swabs. She also
collected a saliva sample. 

Dr Bouffard described
her findings and treated the
victim with prophylactics
and an anti-retro viral drug. 

In her report, she noted
that the victim was awake,
alert, and not in any dis-
tress. 

Under cross-examination,
Mr Shurland asked the vic-
tim: “Did you tell your
mother and the doctor that
you were in pain?”

“Yes, sir,” she replied. 
“When you returned to

the party and you were
playing with your cousins,
did you have any pain?” he
asked. “No, sir,” she
replied. 

“When you went to
school (the next day) did
you have any pain?” the
lawyer asked. “No, sir,” she
replied. 

She told Mr Shurland
that her uncle was the first
person to do what he did to
her. The trial continues on
Thursday.
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ing him to officially run as their candi-
date in the next general election for Bain
and Grants Town.

However, DNA leader Branville
McCartney said the party has not offi-
cially announced a candidate for Bain and
Grants Town.

“I really don’t want to comment on the
matter other than to say that we have not
yet named anyone as the official candidate
as the DNA in that area. Mr Moncur has
been interviewed and went through the
process like all candidates, but we have
not named him as our candidate.”

Mr McCartney says the party will offi-
cially announce its newest candidates for
the DNA in the coming weeks. When
asked if Rodney Moncur will be included
in the batch of new aspiring politicians, Mr
McCartney said: “I have no comment.”

Mr  Moncur said he knew of the party’s
decision to allow him to be a candidate for
at least a month but held off on making
the announcement until he received his

nomination letter.
“I knew a few weeks ago, but was wait-

ing until the right time to let people know.
I have been running a soft campaign in the
area for a while and I live there, so people
in the community know me and respect
me. I just got my letter a few days ago
and I am honoured and proud that DNA
is giving me this opportunity. The party
has a process and despite what some peo-
ple may think of me, I am still humble
and I still have to follow the party’s
process like everyone else.”

Mr Moncur says he believes he will win
by a landslide and his first order of busi-
ness is to clean up the garbage from Bain
and Grants Town.

“As simple as garbage collection is, it
has been very inadequate in Bain and

Grants Town. I am going to change that.
There is no competition for me. I will
beat B J Nottage. Thousands of citizens
have switched to the DNA. I can’t even
tell you the things people have been say-
ing to me. 

“The last time people were this fed up
was in 1992 when the FNM won the elec-
tion,” he said.

“This is going to be revolutionary. We
tried Mr Ingraham, we tested Mr Christie
and now it’s time for Branville McCartney
and the DNA and I am a part of that.”

Mr Moncur said he is now in the
process of establishing his headquarters
and producing a constituency manifesto
that is mandated by the party.

• SEE PAGE THREE

businesses in The Bahamas to bring you huge savings on your
shopping bill ... we’ll bring you more details on that later.

Interested? Then keep reading The Tribune over the com-
ing days to find why your weekends will never be the same
again.

FROM page one

YOUR WEEKENDS ARE
ABOUT TO CHANGE FOREVER

These include the fact that
the mother’s car, a blue Nissan
Sentra registration number
117033, is missing.

After the identity of the vic-
tims became known yesterday,
friends began circulating a pho-
to of the pair on Facebook and
posting condolences.

“I can’t believe you’re gone,
rest in peace,” one read.

In an official statement yes-
terday, Supt Stephen Dean said
police still do not know what
caused the death of the mother
and her young child.

"We have no real leads in
case. The family came in to
identify the bodies and official-
ly reported them missing.

“This is not a simple case.
There are many variables and

factors police have to look at
in solving this matter.

“However, we have a team
of qualified police officers
working around the clock to
solve this crime. We have inten-
sified our investigations in rela-
tion to this matter.” 

Police and officers from the
Royal Bahamas Defence Force
were called to the scene at
Prince George Wharf when
gruesome discovery was made.

A handful of tourists and
onlookers gathered at the scene
watching as morticians put the
bodies in two hearses. Ms Bur-
rows was dressed in a white
shirt and black tights, while
Kaysha was wearing pyjamas.

Anyone who may have infor-
mation is asked to contact CDU
at 502-9991 or police emergency
at 919.

POLICE BAFFLED OVER DEATHS
FROM page one

AMANDA SEYMOUR BURROWS, 32, and her five-year-old daughter
Kaysha Burrows.

FROM page one RODNEY MONCUR MAY HAVE BEEN
PREMATURE ON DNA CANDIDACY

FROM page one CLERGYMAN ACCUSED OF THE
RAPE OF NINE-YEAR-OLD GIRL



bune kept its readers up to date
with live coverage online.

“Social media has been a key
part of our information dis-
semination strategy for a while
now, and it proved critical in
the coverage of Hurricane
Irene. Every time we posted a
new update, we sent out a link
to the story URL via Twitter
and Facebook to let our fol-
lowers know there was some-
thing new they needed to
know,” said Jessica Robertson,
online editor. 

“Smartphones are growing
in popularity in the Bahamas,
so even though people had no
power, television or computer
Internet service, they were able
to keep in touch with their
phones,” said Ms Robertson.  

During the height of The Tri-
bune’s hurricane coverage, the
daily average number of direct
hits on tribune242.com quadru-
pled. Readers flocked to our
website for minute-by-minute
coverage of the hurricane.

The Tribune has provided
real-time reporting for major
events on numerous occasions.
With the paper’s online success,
readers across the world have
come to think of
tribune242.com as the place to
go for immediate access to
information on the ground.

“The site was inundated with
appreciative messages from
throughout the Bahamas and
all over the world. We were the
only major media company in
the Bahamas that was utilising
this means of communication
and people relied on it,” said
Ms Robertson. 

“The Tribune has embraced
a dynamic, open communica-
tion and we used it to our
advantage during our coverage
of Hurricane Irene. We were

excited to see the comments
sections on our site become a
forum for people to ask about
specific settlements and prop-
erties. And while we weren't
always able to get answers, oth-
ers in our website community
had the answers and began
sharing what they knew,” she
said. 

Hundreds of readers across
the Bahamas and across the
globe posted comments on tri-
bune242.com, many of them
expressing thanks for The Tri-
bune’s coverage. 

Alexander Walker followed
the storm online with Tri-
bune242. He updated the online
community after he was able
to contact friends on Great
Abaco. 

“Just been able to talk to
friends on Great Abaco and
they seem to be in the eye as all
is quiet at the moment. Dam-
age is as you might expect with
trees and so forth but the build-
ings they are staying in have
remained in good order,” said
Mr Walker. 

“As they are on a small hill,
flooding is not a problem for
them. I also talked to a friend in
Marsh Harbour who said they
were being hit hard but all was
well at the moment. I will post
again if I hear anything else.
BTC was still working but BEC
has been down for sometime
now,” he said. 

Kathie Smith-Jones, a reader
with friends in Spanish Wells,
expressed  her thanks on the
website for The Tribune’s cov-
erage. 

“Thanks so much for the
updates – I agree with all that
has been said, these posts ARE
priceless at a time like this!!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank
you!” said Ms Smith-Jones. 

A reader from Spain said:
“Thank you so much for the

update!! I'm with a group of
Bahamians travelling home
from World Youth Day in
Spain, and we're so concerned.
The news this side only men-
tions the US while showing the
hurricane over the Bahamas.
It's frustrating. Please contin-
ue to keep the public updated.
We've been praying constantly.
Our faith, love, and prayers are
with you all.”

Darlene H, who claimed to
represent relieved Bahamians
in Georgia, Tennessee and
Texas, said: “Thank you so
much Tribune for the updates.
Means a lot to those of us who
are far away from home, but
our hearts are there. Most of
us Bahamians in other coun-
tries were frantically searching
the web for any news at all.
Relieved to find this, when not
even CNN nor Weather Chan-
nel was showing us anything at
first.

“For us having family from
Inagua all the way up to
Freeport, myself and my sib-
lings around the US needed
something to put our minds at
ease. 

“Lots of prayers went up for
our Bahamaland.”
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Officials yesterday maintained that while there
have been cases of bleeding symptoms among
dengue fever patients, there have been no cases
of dengue haemorrhagic fever.

Dr Delon Brennen, deputy chief medical offi-
cer for the Ministry of Health, said: “This week
we're still seeing a decrease, but we will have to
wait and see. Last week was very slow but we're
pretty sure that was only because of the hurri-
cane. If we have a sustained decrease this week,
then we may be able to say that it's going down."

Dr Brennen explained that the number of
persons arriving at health care facilities did not
represent the number of cases in the country,
but the number was used mainly as a tool to
monitor trends.

“No matter what happens there are going to
be some persons that will present to a clinic or
hospital,” he said. “We will continue to test
throughout as long as we still see people with
viral symptoms, and until we have no more pos-
itive tests.”

He added: “You can’t say that everyone who
is not severe will stay at home. People will come
([to hospital or clinic) regardless of the severity. 

“It’s just human nature. When people get sick
they tend to show up at the doctor’s office. You
will never get to a point where everyone is self-
treating themselves at home.”

Three to 15 days after a mosquito bite, an
infected person will feel chills, a headache, a

high fever and pain behind the eyes.  Lower back
pain and achy joints are also early symptoms.

Geographical information received from
patients are sent to the Department of Environ-
mental Health Services, which is used to guide
reduction efforts.

According to a DEHS employee, the majori-
ty of cases arriving at private and public health
care facilities are from localities six and 10. Local-
ity six is bounded by Carmichael Road, Blue Hill
Road, Bacardi Road, and the sea. Locality 10 is
bounded by Wulff Road, Fox Hill Road, Prince
Charles Road and East Street. Constituencies
located within the boundaries include: Golden
Isles, Carmichael, Golden Gates, Bamboo Town,
South Beach, Englerston, Montagu, Marathon
and Fox Hill.

The DEHS employee said: “We have teams
treating ponds and standing water, doing house
and yard inspections, and conducting fogging
exercises. We’ve been doing this for a while,
before the onset of the outbreak. It’s just that
people in the community don’t want to rule, they
want to point fingers and blame the govern-
ment.”

“What we really need to get out to the people
is that they need to start doing their part. They
are depending on fogging, fogging isn’t even half
of the solution. The main part is removing these
breeding grounds.”

Persons experiencing dengue fever-like symp-
toms are asked to call the hotline at 359-2929 to
speak with a healthcare professional before vis-
iting the Princess Margaret Hospital.

TRIBUNE242.COM covered
Hurricane Irene extensively.

FROM page one

MOST DENGUE FEVER-LIKE CASES FROM 
EASTERN, SOUTHEASTERN COMMUNITIES

TRIBUNE TRACKS TROPICAL STORM MARIA
FROM page one



TROY SYMONETTE makes a point.

By JASMINE LOPEZ

ACTIVIST group United
Against Crime joined the
National Anti-Drug Secre-
tariat to conduct a walk-a-
bout in the Farm Road area
yesterday, ahead of an inno-
vative new employment
scheme.

The scheme, which is
being overseen by the Min-
istry of National Security,
will see the hiring of unem-
ployed persons to clean up
and improve their own
neighbourhoods.

Twenty-five male volun-
teers from United Against
Crime (UAC) will be sta-
tioned in various areas to
identify candidates.

The target areas include:
Farm Road, Elizabeth
Estates, Bain and Grants
Town, and Gambier.

The project is being man-
aged by Sean Moxey, Wilson
Russell, Troy Symonette and
president of UAC, Omar
Thompson.

The number of persons
employed will be based on a
budget that the Ministry of
Environment has yet to pro-
vide.

Debbie Bartlett, co-
founder of GEMS radio sta-
tion, explained what the
United Against Crime pro-
ject represents.

“United Against Crime
represents men who have a
depth of experience in crime.
They recognise and own that
they have contributed to the
social decay in our country
and have offered themselves
to be a part of the solution,”
she said.

UAC president Mr
Thompson said the members
of his organisation are men
who have made a positive
change in their lives, and
asked the public to give them
a chance.

“The gentlemen need
encouragement. They need
to understand that the public
at large is willing to assist.
The Bahamas needs to stop
putting that negative out
there on young guys that are
trying to be positive,” he
said.

Godfrey Rolle, director of
the National Anti Drug Sec-
retariat, explained how
strengthening communities
through such initiatives can
help in the fight against
crime.

“No government can deal
with drugs and crime by
itself. There is no way no
country anywhere in the
world can make that happen.
It has to happen from the
community,” he said.

Yesterday, UAC members
along with Ms Bartlett and
Mr Rolle, visited Sunlight
Cottage and Toote Shop
Corner in the Farm Road
Area.

Both streets are dotted
with abandoned houses,
derelict vehicles, debris, and
puddles of standing water –
all of which are breeding
grounds for mosquitoes and
other pests.

A resident of Sunlight Cot-
tage described the condition
of the street she lives on:

“People sick from dengue
fever and stuff like that,
’cause out here is really bad
and no one is coming to
check us out. We just need
help in this neighbourhood,
we need somebody to show
concern ’cause we are still
here."

The employees identified
by the project will be tasked
with cleaning streets and
sidewalks, tearing down old
houses, and removing
derelict vehicles and debris.

They also will be expect-
ed to rebuild or repair homes
for those who cannot do this
for themselves.

MAKING A POINT: Omar Thompson, president of United Against
Crime, speaks during the walk-a-bout in the Farm Road area.
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Everything  Bahamian
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Steffie Bethel

Dr. Cornel Collins

Jeptha R. Cox

Jared Z. Dillet

David W. Farrant

Linda M. Huber

Chris Kelly

Ronald Lightbourn

Gregory Maillis

Melissa Maura

Isaac Woodside

Special thanks to all of the talented 
entrants of the First Annual Scotiabank 
Calendar Photo Contest!

* Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence (where applicable).
** Photos by Kishan Munroe of the Love My Bahamas Downtown Art Experience. Rules and Conditions Apply.

Scotiabank wishes to congratulate 

the winners of the 2012

Calendar Photo Contest

UNITED AGAINST CRIME WALK-A-BOUT IN FARM ROAD AREA  

DEBBIE BARTLETT, the co-chairperson of the National Anti-Drug
Secretariat, makes her point during the walk-a-bout.

GODFREY ROLLE, director of the National Anti-Drug Secretariat.

GARBAGE piles up in the Sunlight Cottage area.

Ti
m

Cl
ar

ke
/T

rib
un

e
st

af
f



$4.68

$4.51

$4.69
The information contained is from a third
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business 
Editor

BAHAMIAN general
insurers were yesterday
“breathing a collective sigh
of relief” that Hurricane
Irene-related claims are
looking much lower than
initial estimates, one com-
pany head saying he would
“not disagree” with esti-
mates of $30-$35 million
in total insured losses for
the sector.

Steve Watson, Royal-
Star Assurance’s manag-
ing director, told Tribune
Business that based on
feedback from other prop-
erty and casualty under-
writers, the current indus-
try consensus was that it
was looking at about $30-
$35 million in total insured
losses from Irene.

“We’re [RoyalStar] in
the low single million fig-
ures, with about 100
claims,” Mr Watson said,
“so it’s a very small figure.
As far as we’re concerned,
it’s a relatively small
event.”

The opinion was shared
by other Bahamian gener-
al insurers contacted by
Tribune Business yester-
day. Tom Duff, general
manager of Insurance
Company of the Bahamas
(ICB), the carrier through
which BISX-listed J. S.
Johnson places much of its
general insurance business,
said total insured losses for
the sector would be much
lower than initial $90 mil-
lion estimates “for sure”.

Asked about the $30-$35
million estimate, Mr Duff
said the former figure,
“based on everything we
know, looks a reasonable
amount. I wouldn’t dis-
agree. I can’t see it being
any more than that from
our own experience and
what we’re picking up”.

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE HOTEL CORPO-
RATION’S chairman yes-
terday said he was “hopeful
of a positive outcome” on the
revised Heads of Agreement
for the I-Group’s Mayaguana
project, which could involve
a first phase investment of
between $24-$32 million if
approved.

Attorney Michael Scott
confirmed to Tribune Busi-
ness: “I attended Cabinet,
made a presentation and am
hopeful of a positive out-
come.” The Ingraham
administration will now have
to decide whether to approve
the project, as currently
structured, or seek further
amendments.

Mr Scott, meanwhile, told
Tribune Business that the I-
Group was looking at includ-
ing a $5-$10 million marina
in the first phase of its
revised project, taking total
investment to between $24-
$32 million.

The marina, he added, was
in addition to a $1.5 million
new airport terminal for
Mayaguana; a $7-$10 million
spend on upgrading the run-
way, aprons and associated
airport infrastructure;
$500,000 on community pro-
jects in Mayaguana; and a
$10 million boutique hotel
with a minimum of 25 rooms.

Explaining that the
Boston-based I-Group,
which is owned by the Roy
family, could have chosen to
hold the Government to the
agreements signed with the
former PLP Christie admin-
istration and treat them as
binding, Mr Scott said the
developer had decided on a
compromise course of action.

“They’ve chosen not to do
that, and have embraced it
in a positive way,” he
explained. “In terms of doing

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

FIDELITY BANK
(Bahamas) will this Monday
launch a $10 million prefer-
ence share issue via private
placement, in a bid to bol-
ster its Tier 1 capital base
and lay the foundations for
further balance sheet
growth.

Michael Anderson, presi-
dent of RoyalFidelity Mer-
chant Bank & Trust, speak-
ing as the offering’s place-

ment agent and not for the
BISX-listed bank (both enti-
ties have a common parent),
told Tribune Business yes-
terday that he was “very
confident” the issue would
be fully subscribed by the

institutional and high-net
worth investors it targeted.

He described the capital
raising as a “strategic” play
by Fidelity Bank (Bahamas),
anticipating both higher reg-
ulatory capital requirements

as a result of the Basle III
accord and the Central
Bank of the Bahamas, and
the need to provide a plat-
form for what is forecast to
be two years of growth.

Mr Anderson also con-
firmed to Tribune Business
that once the $10 million pri-
vate placement is complet-
ed, Fidelity Bank (Bahamas)
will apply to have the shares
listed on the Bahamas Inter-
national Securities
Exchange (BISX).

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE right regulatory reform should reduce
associated costs for the Bahamian financial ser-
vices industry within two-three years, a leading
attorney said yesterday, adding that completing
this process should be among “the top three

By NATARIO
McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

ATTORNEY Gen-
eral John Delaney told
Tribune Business yes-
terday that proposed changes
to the Bahamas’ insolvency
laws and procedures were
“long overdue”, acknowl-
edging that this nation had

fallen “a bit behind”
on the issue.

Mr Delaney said the
revised legislation was
still a work in
progress, and the Gov-
ernment was still get-
ting feedback on the
draft Insolvency Act. 

"That's still a work
in progress. Hopefully we
finalise it over the next
month. It will be clear and

FIDELITY IN $10M CAPITAL RAISING
* BISX-listed bank to launch preference share
issue on Monday in bid to bolster Tier 1 
capital and provide growth platform
* Bank plans to list issue on BISX, and agent
‘very confident’ it will be fully subscribed

MICHAEL ANDERSON,
president of RoyalFidelity 
Merchant Bank & TrustSEE page 5B

REGULATORY COSTS LESS ‘IN
2-3 YEARS’ IF REFORMS RIGHT
* Top attorney says completing process should be in ‘top

three priorities’ for financial services, possibly number one
* ‘Culture’ of working with private sector required

SEE page 8B BRIAN MOREE

INSOLVENCY REFORM ‘LONG OVERDUE’
Attorney General says Bahamas has fallen ‘a bit

behind’, as legislation not touched for over 50 years

JOHN DELANEY

SEE page 8B

HOTEL CORP CHAIR
‘OPTIMISTIC’ OVER
MAYAGUANA NOD
* If approved, I-Group

project’s first phase
could see $24-$32m
investment, with $5-
$10m marina now
thrown in

* Original deal left
Bahamians ‘encircled
like Indian reservation’

SEE page 8B

INSURERS DROP
IRENE LOSSES 
TO $30-$35M

SEE page 4B

Bahamian industry
breathing ‘collective
sigh of relief’



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

REGARDLESS of your
profession and workplace,
one thing that everyone has
to face is criticism. As a gen-
eral rule, you cannot please
everyone and you cannot
make everyone like your
work. Some people will
appreciate your work, some
will not. But you have to be
prepared for comments,
both good and bad.

Design can be a very tech-
nical process, but it is ulti-
mately a creative venture,
which makes things difficult
when it comes to feedback.
For whatever reason, many
people link creative skills
very closely to self-esteem.
How is it that we are not
embarrassed about being

unable to work out complex
astrophysics, but when some-
one points out that we suck
at photo editing, it hits deep?

Not everyone can handle
criticism. But, in order to be
successful at what you do,
you ought to learn how as it
comes with the territory. All
graphic designers will have
to deal with criticism. At
times, you will have to
address the criticism in order
to explain your point of
view. And some comments
are better off being ignored,
as not every criticism needs
to be dealt with.

How to handle criticism is
one question a lot of people
are finding an answer to. My
suggestion is to consider it
as an opportunity to grow.
After all, you can learn a lot
from people’s point of view.
As a designer, you might be
a victim of criticism more
often, because creative work
is criticised more. However,
it’s good to understand what
the whole process is actually
about.

What is Criticism? 
Criticism is basically some-

one else’s personal point of
view on your work or per-
sonality. Some people take
criticism as something that
is only negative, but this is
folly. “Constructive criti-
cism” is an oxymoron. If
someone is appreciating
your work, he is offering

positive criticism. If he is
talking about it in a negative
way, it is negative criticism.
So it can be both good and
bad.

People are usually unable
to handle criticism because
of embarrassment or some
other reason. But a lack of
criticism would equal a lack
of incentives to improve, and
life would be very boring.
Whether it is good or bad
criticism depends entirely on
the person it is coming from.
It can be constructive or
completely destructive,
depending on how you
accept it.

Apart from handling criti-
cism, you need to learn to
criticise as well. Always keep
in mind that your criticism
can hurt someone’s feelings,
so even if you do not like
something, make sure you
find an appropriate way to
convey it. This will also
improve your credibility.

Remember, you have the
right to criticise, but you do
not have the right to degrade
or humiliate someone’s
work. Try to provide con-
structive feedback, and if
you are being criticised, han-
dle it positively and improve
yourself.

Receiving criticism is also
a part of your job, even
though some people have a
tendency to ignore criticism
altogether. But know that
criticism can help you recog-

nise the poorer aspects of
your project, which you
might not be able to see on
your own. Take such
responses as a challenge and
a chance to improve your-
self.

This will help you in
becoming a better designer.
Work approved by yourself
alone is pointless, and only
serves to boost your ego.
Getting your work acknowl-
edged by the world is what
you need to do and, sadly,
the world is composed of
people whose purpose in life
is to criticise you.

When it comes to design-
ing, any opinion can be con-
sidered subjective. No one
can actually say whether you
are right or wrong, because
designing is a vast field.
Everyone will view your
design from a personal per-
spective. Not everyone can
see things from your point
of view, so disagreements
are supposed to be a part of
your work.

* A careful first reaction
towards criticism is almost
always defensive. You do
not want to end up saying
something you might regret
later. So wait for a while and
think about what you really
want to say. Once you get
rid of the anger, you can
offer an appropriate
response.

* Learn to turn negative
into positive. In other words,
a person can transform any
situation into a negative or
positive one depending on
how he perceives it, so dif-
ferentiate between Useless
and Useful Criticism.

It is very important to be
able to differentiate between
useless and useful criticism.
The feedback that needs
attention is the one which is
clear and logical. Baseless
feedback that makes no

sense, such as: “I don’t like
the colours of your website”,
is a useless criticism. Useful
criticism is when people have
actually explained their point
of view and  want to see an
improvement in your design.

Learn from criticism, as
there is a purpose to every-
thing in this world. Let criti-
cism serve its purpose by
handling it well and by acting
on someone else’s opinion.
Criticism will help you in
identifying your weak points
and strong points.

Bear in mind that you are
not always right, and some-
one else can have a better
suggestion. But being overly
harsh in your feedback can
scar a person for life. It is
not what you say; it is how
you say it! Instead of cold
insults, try wrapping con-
structive feedback in encour-
agement.

Remember that people
are criticising your work, not
your personality, so do not
take it personally but keep
your attitude positive and
respond calmly. An old
teacher’s trick is to sandwich
a criticism between two com-
pliments to help lessen the
blow.  So until we meet
again, have fun, enjoy life
and stay on top of your
game.

NB: The columnist
encourages feedback at
deedee2111@hotmail.com  

About the Columnist: Ms
Bastian is an extensively
trained and qualified graph-
ic designer, with MSc., BSc.,
ASc ands qualifications. She
has trained at many institu-
tions, such as: Miami Lakes
Technical Centre, Success
Training College, College of
the Bahamas, Nova South-
eastern University, Learning
Tree International,
Langevine International and
Synergy Bahamas.
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new • price!

investment opportunity

CABLE BEACH • Nassau • Bahamas

34-unit beachfront complex near BahaMar project has excellent
rental return and small resort potential. $6,900,000. REF NS07180
VICKY ANDREWS. 242.357.9670. SAMARA ALBURY. 242.359.2542

SCAN ME
for details

CORRECT CRITICISM CAN AID YOUR WORK

ART OF
GRAPHIX
D E I D R E  B A S T I A N

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

 



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

PRESIDENT of the
Bahamas Chamber of
Commerce and Employers
Confederation Winston
Rolle told Tribune Busi-
ness yesterday that the
dengue fever outbreak has
had a major impact on local
businesses.

Mr Rolle said: “It is real-
ly having an impact. The
challenge is obviously the
recovery period and you
can’t do anything about
that. I think it’s at least six
or seven days and that’s
providing that the fever
doesn’t trigger any other
health complications that
someone may have.”

Mr Rolle added: “I just
spoke with a business own-
er yesterday who told me
that at some point or the
other more than half of the
staff had been impacted by
dengue fever. In some
instances persons were able
to make it in but had chal-
lenges once they got to
work and had to be sent
home. Obviously that
would have affected their
day-to day operations.”

One business owner, who
did not wish to be identi-
fied, said that several of his
employees had been strick-
en with dengue fever over
the past few months. “I
have had at least four peo-

ple with the dengue. Obvi-
ously if you’re feeling that
sick, you shouldn’t be at
work. I’ve just had to deal
with it, it hasn’t been easy
having someone out every
other week or so,” the busi-
nessman said.

Bahamian pharmacies
recently told Tribune Busi-
ness that they have seen
sales of pain and fever
relievers, such as Panadol,
'triple' due to the outbreak.
The demand has affected
both pharmacies and their
wholesalers. Many con-
tacted by Tribune Business
noted that sales of Panadol
have increased in light of
the fact that the preferred
prescription, Tylex 750, is
presently unavailable.
Dengue fever-like cases
have skyrocketed in the
capital since September.
The country has  seen more
than 3,500 suspected cases
this year while public
health officials are investi-
gating four suspected fever-
related deaths.
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By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE MINISTER of Agri-
culture and Marine
Resources told Tribune
Business yesterday that the
US Food Safety and Mod-
ernisation Act (FSMA),
which will take effect as of
New Year’s Day 2012,
would not have any major
impact on Bahamian fish-
eries exports.

President Barack Obama
signed the legislation into
law earlier this year, setting
in motion sweeping
improvements to the secu-
rity and safety of the US
food supply by requiring
stricter regulation on food
imports, including laborato-
ry testing. 

But Mr Cartwright told
Tribune Business: “That
wouldn't impact us directly

but indirectly. We are in the
process of also upgrading
our legislation in relation to
the Food Act, the Plant Pro-
tection Act and the Animal
Protection Act. 

“We have three piece of
legislation we are working
on right now - plant health,
animal health and food safe-

ty in general. Those three
pieces of legislation should
go before Parliament some
time in the very near future.
As we accede to the World
Trade Organisation we
would have to have govern-
ing bodies in place to ensure
the foods  we bring into our
country, and the food we
prepare to export out of the
country, is safe for tables
elsewhere."

Regarding the fisheries
industry, Mr Cartwright
said: "Fisheries would be
impacted more than any
department. We export
marine products to the
European countries, and the
US and Canada.  As a result
of that we are faced with
qualifying  principles in
European Union countries
as well as the United States. 

“We are one of the main
countries in the Caribbean
that exports crawfish to the
European market, and we

went through one season
with that. We are well into
the season again, so we are
going to have to prepare
ourselves now for the Amer-
ican and Canadian market.”

Glen Pritchard of Tropic
Seafood told Tribune Busi-
ness that he was not con-
cerned about the US legis-
lation, as the company was
already required to tests its
exports. 

He said: “We do have our
own lab. We test all our
products for food safety and
quality. That has not really
affected us because we’ve
been doing it now for a
number of years with the
European shipment.

“We’re required to do all
of our testing, plus the
Department of Marine
Resources also takes sam-
ples of our products and
tests them. We should be all
right there until they come
up with something new.”

Fisheries sees no
effect from US law

LARRY CARTWRIGHT

DENGUE FEVER OUTBREAK
‘HAS MAJOR IMPACT’ 
ON LOCAL BUSINESES

NEW YORK
Associated Press

A BROAD rally broke a
three-day losing streak in the
stock market Wednesday as
fears about Europe's debt crisis
ebbed.

Stocks rose sharply after a
German court backed the
country's role in bailing out
other European nations. The
Dow Jones industrial average
jumped 200 points in the first
hour of trading and continued
to climb throughout the day,
ending up 275 points. The
afternoon gains came after
Italy's Senate approved a
deficit-cutting package and the
Federal Reserve reported that
U.S. business conditions are
improving.

Traders were also speculat-
ing that President Barack Oba-
ma would announce a $300 bil-
lion jobs package made up of
tax cuts, state aid and infra-
structure spending in an
address to Congress on Thurs-
day night.

The Dow and other U.S.
indexes fell over the previous
three days on worries over
weakness in the U.S. job mar-
ket and concerns that Europe's
debt woes could lead to a glob-
al economic recession.

"The market has been pric-
ing in an out-and-out recession,
so any hints that policy issues
might be solved is a plus," said
Brian Gendreau, market strate-
gist at Cetera Financial Group

The Dow surged 275.56
points, or 2.5 percent, to close
at 11,414.86. All 30 stocks in
the Dow average rose.

The Standard and Poor's 500
index jumped 33.38, or 2.9 per-
cent, to 1,198.62. All 10 com-
pany groups that make up the
S&P index rose. The Nasdaq
composite shot up 75.11, or 3
percent, to 2,548.94.

The German court ruling
also pushed the prices of Trea-
sury securities lower as
investors were more willing to
hold risky assets like stocks.
Treasury prices have been ris-
ing over the past week, sending
their yields lower, as demand
for lower-risk investments
increased.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note rose to 2.05 per-
cent. Its price fell 50 cents per
$100 invested.

The yield traded at 1.97 per-
cent late Tuesday. On Monday
it fell to 1.91 percent, the low-
est since the Federal Reserve
Bank of St. Louis began keep-
ing daily records in 1962. Gold,
another traditional safe haven,
fell $56, or 3 percent, to $1,817
an ounce. It closed at $1,891
on Aug. 22.

STOCKS SURGE
AFTER GERMANY
UPHOLDS
BAILOUT PLAN

 



He added: “Our own
experience so far has been
very encouraging. I can cer-
tainly say the number of
claims and costs has been
much less than expected.

“It’s not looking like a

major event for us at this
stage, but it’s too early too
early to be categoric. By
now, we’d have expected to
receive a lot more claims,
but it was very light in the
first week, and we’re into
the second week now and
are not seeing a high vol-

ume of claims traffic. 
“I don’t think it will be as

nearly as big an event as
was thought a week ago
from what we’re seeing so
far. I don’t want to count
my chickens, but I don’t
think it will be a major loss
for the industry or a sub-
stantial loss for ICB.”

While he was still await-
ing final reports from agents
and loss adjusters in the
field, Patrick Ward,
Bahamas First’s president
and chief executive, said:
“There’s no question that
overall assessments are
down. It’s looking more
positive at this stage than it
did two weeks ago. Losses
are going to be lower than
initial expectations.”

Mr Ward added that
damage/loss assessment
reports were slow to emerge
from some locations, espe-
cially the southern
Bahamas, due to communi-
cations difficulties with
those islands. 

In some areas a major
component of the market
was winter and second
home residents. They were
mostly away during Irene
and may have yet to inspect
their properties for dam-
ages, Mr Ward explaining
that these were some of the
last reports likely to come
in.

“I think the feeling is that
we’re breathing a collective

sigh of relief,” Mr Ward
told Tribune Business of the
general insurance industry,
“and we really dodged a
bullet that could have been
a lot worse.

“We’re happy things are
developing the way they
are, and the news is far
more positive than we ini-
tially thought to be the
case.”

Sums insured on the hard-
est hit Bahamian islands -

those in the southeastern
and central Bahamas - were
considerably less than in
Nassau and Freeport. Many
residences and businesses
in the southern Bahamas
are either not insured or
underinsured when it comes
to catastrophe coverage,
thus making financing of
their reconstruction process
much more difficult.

A Boston-based insur-
ance risk modelling agency,

AIR Worldwide, originally
estimated that Caribbean-
wide insurance losses result-
ing from Irene would total
between $500-$1.1 billion.
Of that sum, it estimated
some 60 per cent - between
$300-$700 million - would
be incurred in the Bahamas.

Mr Ward previously
described that number as
being “out of left field”, and
it is looking even more so
now.
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INSURERS DROP
IRENE LOSSES 
TO $30-$35M

FROM page one

DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS on Cat Island after Hurricane Irene. The current industry consensus was that
it was looking at about $30-$35 million in total insured losses from Irene.

       



Exchange (BISX).
The $10 million offering

is a Private Placement, and
targeted only at specific
institutions and high net
worth individuals who have
been solicited. It is there-
fore not a public offering,
and members of the
Bahamian public should
not seek to become
involved or apply for
shares.

Asked why Fidelity Bank
(Bahamas) was seeking to
raise capital now in the
form of preference shares,
Mr Anderson replied: “The
bank has been growing
over the last  couple of
years, and is looking for
additional capital to sup-
port its ongoing growth
and strengthen its capital
base.

“In this market, if you’re
going to grow a certain
amount of capital  is
required to support that
growth..... Unless you have
that, you can’t grow. This is
more strategic for the bank
in terms of setting itself up.

“They see growth over
the next couple of years,
and need to put capital in
now. The market is liquid,
people are looking for
opportunities in f ixed
income securities, so it’s a
good time to come out and
grow the market.”

In other words, Fidelity
Bank (Bahamas) wants to
bolster its capital levels to
sustain existing deposit
growth, which is funding its
mortgage and consumer
lending activities.  

Tribune Business report-
ed last month how Fidelity
Bank (Bahamas) was eye-
ing a record year for prof-
itability, believing its sec-
ond half results will be "as
good or better than" the
2011 first half's $2.208 mil-
lion net income. It is also
targeting an increased
return on equity of 15-20
per cent in 2012.

The 7.2 per cent or
$15.352 million increase in
its loan book during the
2011 first half, to $228.018
million, was more than the
expansion it enjoyed dur-
ing its entire 2010 financial
year.

There are regulatory rea-
sons, too. Mr Anderson
explained that the prefer-
ence share issue was tak-
ing place against a back-
ground of banks around
the world being required
to hold more regulatory
capital, due to the global
financial crisis. 

The Basle III  capital
standards are also due for
implementation shortly,
the Central Bank of the
Bahamas having published
the ‘phase-in’ timeframe
for their implementation.
Bahamas-based banks are

being required to increase
their minimum common
equity from 2 per cent in
2011 and 2012 to 3.5 per
cent by 2013, 4 per cent in
2014 and 4.5 per cent in
2015.

As for Minimum Tier 1
capital, this ratio must rise
from 4 per cent in 2012 to
4.5 per cent in 2013, then to
5.5 per cent in 2014 and 6
per cent in 2015. Minimum
total capital ratios will
remain stable at 8 per cent.

Emphasising that Fideli-
ty Bank (Bahamas) exist-
ing capital  levels  were
more than adequate, and
well  above the Central
Bank’s regulatory require-
ments, Mr Anderson said:
“Commonwealth Bank and
Bank of the Bahamas have
both got perpetual prefer-
ence shares in their capital
structures which, from a
Central Bank perspective,
acts as Tier 1 capital.

“The new requirements
want a certain amount of
Tier 1 capital to support
growth, and the idea is to
put another layer of Tier 1

capital on Fidelity Bank
(Bahamas) balance sheet,
in similar fashion to what
Commonwealth Bank and
Bank of the Bahamas have
done on their balance
sheet.”

The offering of Series A
perpetual preference
shares will officially launch
on Monday, September 12,
and close 11 days later on
September 23, 2011. Meet-
ings with prospective
investors are set to start
today, the shares having a 7
per cent interest coupon
attached to them, with div-
idends paid semi-annually.

The interest coupon is
based on a 2.25 per cent
margin above Bahamian
Prime, hence the 7 per
cent, given the current 4.75
per cent rate for the bench-
mark interest rate.

Describing the 7 per cent
as “a fairly attractive divi-
dend rate”, Mr Anderson
said initial soundings taken
from potential investors
indicated the $10 million
offering had been “fairly
well received”.

“I’m very confident it
will be fully subscribed,
based on initial indica-
tions,” he told Tribune
Business. 

“What we do before we
do these offerings is do a
market round, and get indi-
cations from institutions
and high net worths as to
the interest they have, and

we had very strong indica-
tions of interest .  Now
we’ve put the offering
together, we hope that con-
tinues.”

Mr Anderson expressed
hope that the $10 million
issue, and its subsequent
listing on BISX, would also
help to deepen and broad-
en the securities markets. 

With investors looking
for higher-yielding invest-
ments than bank deposits,
due to the Prime rate cut,
the RoyalFidelity president
said the offering would
play its part in pushing
people to the capital mar-
kets and away from “what
has been a traditional
banking market”.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITMENT EXERCISE

The Royal Bahamas Defence Force is presently conducting a 
Recruitment Exercise.

Interested candidates must be Bahamian Citizens between 

B.J.C.’s all at grade “C” or above including Math and English 
and High School Diploma. Applicants are to bring original 

Royal Bahamas Defence Force.

Deadline for receipt of applications is 
15th September 2011.

Additionally, applicants are to produce the following original 
documents:

Spending time at sea is a requirement as well as tours of duty 
at satellite bases on the Family Islands. Those unwilling to 
meet these requirements need not apply.

Application forms may be obtained from the Ministry of Na-

-

www.rbdfmil.com.

For further information, you may contact the 
Royal Bahamas Defence Force Recruitment Center at 

362-3717 or 362-3718.
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completing this process
should be among “the top
three priorities” for the
sector.

Suggesting that “it
could be number one” on
the priority list, Brian
Moree QC, senior partner
at McKinney, Bancroft &
Hughes, told Tribune
Business that correctly
completing financial serv-
ices regulatory reform
and consolidating the var-
ious supervisory agencies,
as envisaged by the
Government, would
“send out a very powerful
message” to both the
Bahamas’ existing and
potential clients, plus
rival jurisdictions.

Pointing out that finan-
cial services industry
growth was “closely relat-
ed” to the quality and
level of its regulation, Mr
Moree called on whatever
new supervisory agencies
were formed to “have a
culture” of responding
positively to the private
sector’s new product and
service ideas.

He also hinted that
Bahamas-based financial
services regulators could
be run in the manner of a
business, not a govern-
ment bureaucracy.

Zhivargo Laing, minis-
ter of state for finance,
last week confirmed to
Tribune Business that the
Government was aiming
to bring financial services
regulatory reform “to a
head”, a draft Bill to
achieve this now being
circulated among select
industry members.

He added that the Bill
was intended to create an
‘Authority’ as a “consoli-
dating entity”, Tribune
Business’s information
being that the
Government is looking to
adopt a ‘Twin Peaks’ reg-
ulatory model - merging
the Securities
Commission, Insurance
Commission and
Compliance Commission
into one, but keeping the
Central Bank’s Banking
Supervision Department
separate.

As  result, Mr Moree, a
long-time champion of
such a process, yesterday
praised the Government
for its commitment to
completing financial serv-
ices regulatory reform,
and recognising the need
to bring it to a close
imminently.

He told Tribune
Business: “Some of the
benefits I would antici-
pate are a much more
user-friendly regulatory
system that would be
more attractive to both
current and prospective
licensees.

“Second, I think it
would eliminate and sub-
stantially reduce the time
taken to licence financial
services providers and
comply with regulatory

requirements.
“Thirdly, it should

reduce the cost of doing
business. That might take
two-three years to
become reality, but I
don’t think there’s any
question that in other
jurisdictions who have
consolidated the regula-
tory landscape there have
been increased efficien-
cies that ultimately, in a
period of two-three years,
translate into reduced
costs, which is an impor-
tant factor.”

Asked whether the
costs of doing business in
the Bahamas were too
high for the financial
services industry, Mr
Moree said that on the
regulatory side, high costs
did not result so much
from bank and service
provider licence fees, but
more “duplication in reg-
ulation, and some of the
inefficiencies that some-
times are the result of
inexperienced staff in the
regulatory agencies”.

Given their business
activities, many
Bahamas-based banks
and trust companies had
to be licensed by both the
Central Bank and
Securities Commission,
raising fees and resulting
in the two regulators hav-
ing to carry out joint -
and sometimes separate -
inspections of the licens-
ee.

As a result, Mr Moree
said dealing with two-
three regulators has “got
to be more expensive” for
a Bahamas-based finan-
cial services provider
than just one ‘super regu-
lator’ in a Twin Peaks
model.

Still, the McKinney,
Bancroft & Hughes sen-
ior partner said regulato-
ry cost base was just one
factor in the overall costs
facing Bahamas-based
financial firms, telecom-
munications, electricity,
labour, property (rent),
and availability of top-
quality technology all fac-
toring into the equation.

“The fact of the matter
is that we are still rela-
tively competitive, but we
have to look at that sec-
tor by sector,” Mr Moree
told Tribune Business.
“Whether the cost base is
too high or not is debat-
able, but one thing most
people will agree with is
that we can’t sustain any
significant increase in the
cost of doing business
because it will affect our
competitiveness.”

Both start-up and ongo-
ing operational costs
needed to be contained,
and reduced, if possible,
he added. “Any efficien-
cies and streamlining of
the regulatory structure
has to benefit users of the
system, even though it
might take 18-36 months
to come through,” Mr
Moree said.

“Given what we can
realistically achieve dur-

ing this austere time, I
would think completing
the regulatory reform,
streamlining it, introduc-
ing greater efficiencies,
and properly resourcing
and funding our regula-
tors to carry out their
jobs properly has to be in
the top three priorities, in
my view. It could be num-
ber one.

“There’s no question
that regulation generally
is closely related to the
growth of your financial
services industry, because
business will simply not
be attracted to two types
of jurisdiction.”

These were the “rogue”
nations with regulatory
regimes that were slack,
and did not conform with
international standards,
and those with “over the
top, overly bureaucratic”
structures that were cost-
ly and did not respond to
market needs.

Both, Mr Moree said,
were “recipes for disas-
ter”, and most countries-
including the Bahamas -
were “trying to get the
balance right between the
two extremes”. This
mean a well-regulated
financial centre in com-
pliance with international
standards, but also one
that was “market friend-
ly” with supervisors pre-
pared to examine new
ideas and “work to
achieve growth” without
compromising their pri-
mary responsibility.

“You can be an effec-
tive regulator, but be
business friendly and
have a culture of looking
at new ideas, products
and services, and be com-
mitted to managing a reg-
ulatory agency in a way
that is not  bureaucratic
but consistent with pri-
vate business,” he added.

“This idea of getting
the balance right in terms
of culture, capacity and
approach is a high priori-
ty issue, because regula-
tion is directly connected
to ability to do business.”

Completing regulatory
reform, and getting it
right, would send “a very
pro business message” to
existing and potential
Bahamian financial serv-
ices clients, Mr Moree
said.

On the one hand, it said
the Bahamas did not want
- and would not welcome
- non-compliant business.
On the other, it was wel-
coming legitimate busi-
ness to a “mature finan-
cial centre” that had the
appropriate level of regu-
lation.

“It sends out a very
powerful message to
investors and businesses,
and to other jurisdictions,
that the Bahamas, even in
these austere times, is
committed to the devel-
opment and progress of
financial services as the
second largest contribu-
tor to the economy,” Mr
Moree told Tribune
Business.

“It says we’re in the
business of protecting
market share, and doing
what is necessary to
enhance competitiveness
as a jurisdiction discharg-
ing its duties to the inter-
national community by
proper regulation. 

“But we’re also in this
business of servicing, not
deterring, business, and
sustaining business that
works within the frame-
work of the regulators’
requirements.” 

REGULATORY
COSTS LESS ‘IN
2-3 YEARS’ IF

REFORMS RIGHT
FROM page one
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business with the Government
in the future, it’s a very smart
move on their part, and it
gave us a window to reconfig-
ure a deal we thought was
egregious in the first place.

“We think we’ve been able
to marke it make sense, not
only from a national policy
perspective, but in an eco-
nomic sense.”

If the Government
approves the I-Group project
to go forward, Mr Scott told
Tribune Business it would
have “two effects”, creating

employment and entrepre-
neurial opportunities for
Bahamians.

“In the short-term it will get
the economy in Mayaguana
going again, with construction
of the airport, the terminal
and the boutique hotel,” he
added. The project would
then ultimately “play out over
10 years”, as third-party

developers got their projects
“up and running” on
Mayaguana, creating direct
employment for the islanders
and other Bahamians.

And, with the revised
Heads of Agreement, Mr
Scott said the I-Group had
not been afforded all the
prime, commercially devel-
opable land on Mayaguana.

This, he added, meant that the
I-Group and Mayaguana
Island Developers (MID), the
project’s development vehi-
cle, had been awarded virtu-
ally all Mayaguana’s water-
front land by the Christie
administration.

“That is the effect of the
last Heads of Agreement,” Mr
Scott confirmed. “Virtually all
the prime, commercially
developable land, in a sense
the waterfront land, was sold
to the I-Group. What that

essentially did was to encircle
Bahamians like an Indian
reservation.”

Under the restructured
Heads of Agreement, Mr
Scott said the prime acreage
had been split. 

While the I-Group would
get enough land for its devel-
opment, the rest would be
made available for Bahami-
ans to develop their own
straw businesses, retail out-
lets and straw markets in a
bid to benefit from the spin-
offs the developer and its
partners would create.

“That will provide entre-
preneurial opportunities for
Bahamians to do their own
third party services and relat-
ed business schemes,” Mr
Scott added.
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more reformed, and hopeful-
ly it goes to thes considera-
tion of Cabinet,” Mr Delaney
told Tribune Business while
not wanting to go in-depth on
the specifics of the proposed
legislation until it becomes
finalised. 

He added: "It's designed
to provide modern provi-
sions. Our insolvency regime
is very old. We haven't
touched ours for more than
50 years. It’s long overdue. 

“The proposed changes
are meant to bring it current
with what you would expect
in a modern jurisdiction
such as ours, which has com-
panies that are used all over
the world for all manner of
things. People today expect
to have a very modern insol-
vency regime with the kind
of provisions that are more
universal. Our laws have
fallen a bit behind. Our laws
go back many decades. It's
still a work in progress.
Right now its just being
molded in certain regards."

Mr Delaney said the draft
has been circulated among
accountants, attorneys and
the private sector since earli-
er in the year. 

"It has been circulated
industry-wide since the first
part of this year,” the Attor-
ney General added. 

“I have specifically asked
for the accountants now to
weigh in directly, even
though they would have
they would have gotten it
through the industry. 

“But because the accoun-
tants tend to play such an
important role  in relation to
the administration of com-
panies when they are being
wound up, I had specifically
asked them to meet with me
and make sure that I am 
left with no doubt that they
have considered it line by
line. 

“All the feedback has
been positive. I've already
had a meeting with the
accountants and I am going
to meet with them again
next week." 

The proposed laws and
procedures may have a dra-
matic impact on insolvency
procedures and who can
participate in the field. Sev-
eral insolvency practitioners
contacted by Tribune Busi-
ness decline to comment on
the proposed Act as it is still
in the drafting stages.

INSOLVENCY
REFORM
‘LONG
OVERDUE’

FROM page one

FROM page one HOTEL CORP CHAIR ‘OPTIMISTIC’
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COMPANIES in July
advertised the most jobs in
three years,  and layoffs
declined — a bit of hope for a
weak economy. Still, many
employers are in no rush to
fill openings.

The Labor Department said
Wednesday that employers
increased their postings to 3.23
million from 3.17 million in
June. That is the largest num-
ber of openings since August
2008. Typically, it takes any-
where from one to three
months to fill an opening.

More openings don't guar-
antee more jobs. The govern-
ment said last week that
employers failed to add any
net jobs in August, the worst
month for hiring since Sep-
tember 2010. The unemploy-
ment rate stayed for the sec-
ond straight month at 9.1 per-
cent.

The worsening jobs outlook
has put pressure on President
Barack Obama. He is expect-

ed on Thursday to introduce a
$300 bill ion jobs package
before a joint session of Con-
gress. The plan will likely
include extensions of the pay-
roll tax cut and long-term
unemployment benefits, tax
incentives for businesses that
hire and money for public
works projects.

There's heavy competition
for each job. Nearly 14 million
people were out of work in
July. 

So roughly 4.3 unemployed
workers were competing for
each opening. That's a slight
improvement from June, when
the ratio was 4.45. In a healthy
economy, the ratio is closed
to 2 to 1.

Total openings are about 1.1
million higher than they were
in July 2009, one month after
the recession officially ended.
But they are still far below the
4.4 million openings that exist-
ed in December 2007, when
the recession began.

The biggest gains in open-
ings were reported in manu-
facturing, trade, transportation

and utilities.
The report, known as the

Job Openings and Labor
Turnover survey, or JOLTs,
illustrates the high degree of
churn that takes place in the
job market each month. Total

hiring in July slowed, to 3.98
million from 4.06 million.

Total layoffs and quits also
dropped to 3.92 million from
3.99 million. The difference
between total hires and total
quits and layoffs is similar to

the net jobs gain of 85,000
reported for July.

The economy isn't growing
enough to spur much hiring.
It expanded at an annual pace
of only 0.7 percent in the first
six months of this year, the

slowest growth since the reces-
sion ended. Growth may
improve to a 2 percent rate in
the second half, economists
forecast, but that's still too
weak to encourage much hir-
ing.
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PEOPLE STAND IN LINE waiting to fill boxes with food at the Living Faith Assembly Church food pantry, Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2011, in Las
Vegas. The worsening jobs outlook has put pressure on President Barack Obama. He is expected on Thursday to introduce a $300 billion
jobs package before a joint session of Congress. (AP)
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DESPITE THE TUR-
MOIL that shook the finan-
cial markets last month, the
Federal Reserve says its 12
bank regions grew this sum-
mer because consumers spent
more in many parts of the
country.

The Fed said five of its
regions reported modest or
slight growth in late July and
August. Those regions
included St. Louis, Min-
neapolis, Kansas City, Dal-
las and San Francisco.

The seven other regions
described growth as subdued,
slow or sluggish.

The survey, which was
released Wednesday, is
known as the Beige Book
and offers mostly anecdotal
information about economic
conditions around the coun-
try. It's findings were a slight
improvement from the pre-
vious survey, which said
growth had slowed in eight
of the 12 regions in June and
early July.

Consumer spending
increased in most regions
from the previous survey.
But the gains were mostly
because of stronger auto

sales. Demand for products
outside of autos was flat or
fell in several regions during
late July and August.

Several districts said the
volatile stock market and
economic uncertainty led
many businesses to lower
growth expectations for the
near future. The Dow Jones
industrial average lost 2,000
points, or roughly 16 percent,
from July 22 through Aug.
10.

Tone
"Although far from

upbeat, the overall tone from
the anecdotal evidence ...
wasn't all doom and gloom,"
said Jennifer Lee, senior
economist at BMO Capital
Markets.

The regional outlook will
help shape the discussion at
the central bank's next meet-
ing on Sept. 20-21.

The economy barely grew
in the first half of the year,
and the government said last
week that employers stopped
adding jobs in August.

Consumers and businesses
are feeling less confident
after a turbulent summer.
Lawmakers fought over rais-
ing the federal borrowing

limit, Standard & Poor's
downgraded long-term U.S.
debt, and stocks have fluctu-
ated wildly after plunging in
late-July and early August.

Manufacturing slowed in
many parts of the country,
including New York,
Philadelphia and Richmond,
the survey noted. Textile
makers in Richmond said
that their markets had grown
weaker because of declines
in consumer confidence.

Home sales slowed in
many districts,  although
Boston, Atlanta, Minneapolis
and Dallas said sales
improved slightly compared
to last summer's weak levels.

Some economists say the
Fed must take steps to help
the economy avoid another
recession.

On Aug. 9, the Federal
Reserve said it planned to
keep interest rates very low
until at least mid-2013,
assuming the economy
remained weak. Minutes
from that meeting showed
some Fed officials had
pushed for more aggressive
steps.

One possibility is the Fed
could increase the percent-
age of long-term Treasury
securities it keeps in its mix

of holdings. That approach
would have the advantage of
exerting downward pressure
on long-term interest rates
without adding to the Fed's
already record-level of secu-
rities.

Still, three regional bank
presidents dissented from the
Aug. 9 decision. They
expressed concerns that the
Fed's policies were con-
tributing to higher inflation.

Package
The worsening jobs out-

look has also put pressure on
President Barack Obama. He
is expected on Thursday to
introduce a $300 billion jobs
package before a joint ses-
sion of Congress. 

The plan will likely include
extensions of the payroll tax
cut and long-term unem-
ployment benefits, tax incen-
tives for businesses that hire
and money for public works
projects.

But the effort faces strong
opposition from congres-
sional Republicans, who say
that Obama's previous stim-
ulus program was a failure.
They want deeper spending
cuts to fight the governmen-
t's soaring budget deficits.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.7 6.72%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.642 0.080 -16.6 0.75%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.93 6.93 0.00 0.230 0.100 30.1 1.44%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.55 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.030 0.090 90.0 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
11.10 8.29 Cable Bahamas 8.48 8.48 0.00 0.245 0.310 34.6 3.66%
2.80 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.438 0.040 5.8 1.57%
8.50 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.50 8.50 0.00 0.740 0.000 11.5 0.00%
7.00 6.21 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.88 6.88 0.00 0.496 0.260 13.9 3.78%
2.00 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.60 1.64 0.04 0.111 0.045 14.8 2.74%
1.77 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.37 1.37 0.00 0.074 0.110 18.5 8.03%
5.50 4.75 Famguard 5.43 5.43 0.00 0.498 0.240 10.9 4.42%
8.50 5.35 Finco 5.39 5.39 0.00 0.757 0.000 7.1 0.00%
9.74 7.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.29 8.29 0.00 0.494 0.350 16.8 4.22%
6.00 5.00 Focol (S) 5.75 5.75 0.00 500 0.435 0.220 13.2 3.83%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

WEDNESDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,398.25| CHG 0.04 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -101.26 | YTD % -6.75

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320
FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5779 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.577926 3.39% 5.87% 1.548717
3.0160 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0248 2.63% 3.94% 2.981382
1.6128 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.6151 2.61% 4.53% 1.591803
2.8686 2.5730 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.5730 -5.41% -9.79%
13.7347 13.2291 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.7347 2.82% 1.94%
114.1289 99.4177 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.0922 2.35% 13.88% 114.128861
118.4255 101.6693 CFAL Global Equity Fund 118.4255 2.30% 8.26% 116.580785
1.1749 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1749 2.48% 5.16%
1.1343 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1343 1.41% 5.17%
1.1764 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1764 2.38% 5.39%

9.9952
9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.4985 10.5308 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.9652 0.78% 5.70%
10.6813 9.4372 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6013 5.75% 13.20%
8.8564 7.8830 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.6507 3.01% 18.38%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
 52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity
 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity
 Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price
 Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week
 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007
(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

NAV Date

31-May-11

30-Jun-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11

NAV 6MTH
1.535365
2.952663
1.580804

111.469744
115.762221

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Jul-11

30-Jun-11

31-Jul-11
5-Aug-11
30-Jun-11

MARKET TERMS

30-Jun-11

31-Jul-11

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Jul-11

31-Jul-11
31-Jul-11

FRQFHUQHG�
DWWHQG� EHIRUH� WKH� 5HJLVWUDU�
RI� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW�� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW�
%XLOGLQJ�� $QVEDFKHU� +RXVH�� �UG )ORRU��
(DVW�6WUHHW�1RUWK��1DVVDX��7KH�%DKDPDV�
RQ WKH� GD\�RI� �$��
'��������DW� R¶FORFN�LQ� WKH�
RQ� WKH� KHDULQJ� RI� DQ� DSSOLFDWLRQ� RQ� WKH�
SDUW�RI�WKH�3ODLQWLII�IRU�DQ�2UGHU�IRU�OHDYH�WR�
HQWHU�-XGJPHQW�LQ�'HIDXOW�RI�$SSHDUDQFH�
SXUVXDQW�WR�2UGHU����RI�WKH�5XOHV�RI�WKH�
6XSUHPH�&RXUW�IRU�WKH�DPRXQW�FODLPHG�LQ�
WKH� VXSSRUWLQJ�$IILGDYLW� ILOHG� KHUHLQ� ZLWK�
LQWHUHVW�DQG�FRVWV�

WKDW�D�SDUW\� LQWHQGLQJ� WR�
RSSRVH� WKLV� DSSOLFDWLRQ� RU� WR� DSSO\� IRU�
D VWD\� RI� H[HFXWLRQ� VKRXOG� VHQG� WR� WKH�
RSSRVLWH� SDUW\� RU� LWV�$WWRUQH\V� WR� UHDFK�
KLP� QRW� OHVV� WKDQ� WKUHH� ���� GD\V� EHIRUH�
WKH�GDWH�DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�D�FRS\�RI�DQ\�
$IILGDYLW�LQWHQGHG�WR�EH�XVHG��
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RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited
is presently considering applications for:

Manager Card Services 
(Bahamas & Cayman)    
Bahamas Card Centre

The successful candidate should possess the 
following qualifications:
• AICB/ABIFS Diploma or a College Degree in 

Banking (or a related field)
• At least 5 or more years banking experience
• Knowledge of Card Services would be an asset

Key Skills Required:
• Demonstrated leadership experience required 

(minimum 5 years in a senior position)
• Strong communication skills (verbal & written)
• Strong Listening, Understanding & Responding 

skills
• People Management 
• Coaching 
• Impact and Influence
• Project Management skills
• Microsoft Office skills (Word, Excel, Power Point)

Responsibilities include:
• Responsible for the overall operations of the 

Bahamas/Cayman Card Centre 
• Responsible for overall site implementation of 

Card Services strategies in support of Regional 
objectives

• Responsible for Scorecard Results for Card
Services with particular emphasis on reducing NIE

• Responsible for identifying strategies for growing 
the credit card and merchant portfolio

• Responsible for strategies to enhance employee 
and customer care; optimize efficiencies and 
mitigate risk

• Liaising with Visa and MasterCard to ensure 
compliance to operating standards

• Responsible for building relationships with Service 
Partners and providing ongoing communication 
on activities that impact sales units

• Responsible for managing relationships with 3rd 
party vendors

• Responsible for working in partnership with 
International Systems on implementations and 
planned initiatives

• Providing leadership and coaching to Direct & 
Indirect Reports

• Overall responsible for UFC, AML, Privacy for Card
Centres

A competitive compensation package (base salary & 
bonus) will be commensurate with relevant 
experience and qualifications.

Please apply by September 9, 2011 to:

Assistant Manager, Recruitment & Employee 
Development
Human Resources 
Bahamas Regional Office
RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited
P.O. Box N-7549
Nassau, N.P., Bahamas 

Via fax: (242) 322-1367
Via email: bahcayjp@rbc.com 

www.rbcroyalbank.com/caribbean

® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada.
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FED SAYS 12 REGIONS GREW
MODESTLY THIS SUMMER

          



SAN FRANCISCO
Associated Press

YAHOO'S stock rose nearly 5
percent on Wednesday after the
company fired its CEO follow-
ing more than 2? years of finan-
cial lethargy.

Tuesday's ouster came as
investors were convinced that
Carol Bartz couldn't steer the
Internet company to a long-
promised turnaround.

To fill the void, Yahoo's board
named Tim Morse, its chief finan-
cial officer, as interim CEO.
Bartz, who became CEO in 2009,
lured Morse away from comput-
er chip maker Altera Corp. two
years ago to help her cuts costs.
Yahoo said it is looking for a per-
manent replacement.

Yahoo Chairman Roy
Bostock, also a target of share-
holder frustration, informed
Bartz about the move over the
phone, according to an e-mail the
outgoing CEO sent from her
iPad that was obtained by the All
Things D technology blog. The
blog first reported Bartz's ouster.

Yahoo didn't return requests
for comment Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Bartz's rude dismissal "made
you feel a little bit like you were
watching some reality TV show,"
Forrester Research analyst Shar
VanBoskirk said Wednesday.

Macquarie Securities analyst
Ben Schachter said the handling
of Bartz's departure was unseem-
ly and a sign of even more drama
to come at Yahoo.

In a research note late Tues-
day, Schachter predicted there
will be a wide range of conjec-
ture about Yahoo's future, with
the most likely speculation cen-
tering on Yahoo as a takeover
target during a vulnerable time.

Alternatively, Yahoo could
make a bold move itself by trying
to buy the online video site
Hulu.com, which is already talk-
ing to suitors, or trying to sell its
43 percent stake in the Alibaba
Group, one of China's most
prized Internet companies.
Bartz's tense relationship with
Alibaba CEO Jack Ma had fed
investor dissatisfaction about her
leadership.

Youssef Squali at Jefferies &
Co. said that the Internet com-
pany's challenges, and the fact
that Bartz was Yahoo's third
CEO in four years, will make it
tough for the board to find an
"A player" for the job.

Squali said Yahoo could be
sold to a large media company
like News Corp. or be bought by
some sort of consortium that
could feature Microsoft Corp. or
AOL Inc.

"In all, we believe that it is
more likely that the board reach-
es an agreement to sell the com-
pany or parts of the company
before a new CEO is found,"
Squali wrote Wednesday.

In a statement Tuesday,
Yahoo said it is undergoing a
"comprehensive strategic review"
in its latest effort to give investors

a reason to buy its stock, but the
company didn't offer details.

Bartz, 63, led an austerity cam-
paign helped boost Yahoo's earn-
ings, but the company didn't
increase its revenue even as the
Internet ad market grew at a
rapid clip.

The financial funk, along with
recent setbacks in Yahoo's online
search partnership with Microsoft
Corp. and the Alibaba invest-
ment, proved to be Bartz's down-
fall. Her ouster comes with 16
months left on a four-year con-
tract that she signed in January
2009.

That contract entitles her to
severance payments that could
be two to three times her annual
salary and bonus, along with
stock incentives she received dur-
ing her tenure. Bartz received a
$2.2 million bonus to supplement
her $1 million salary last year.

Yahoo has now replaced three
CEOs in a little over four years.
During that time, Yahoo has lost
ground in the Internet ad race to
online search leader Google Inc.
and Facebook even though its
website remains among the
world's most popular.

Known for her no-nonsense
leadership and sometimes gruff
language, Bartz arrived at Yahoo
as a respected Silicon Valley
executive who had won praise
for turning around business soft-
ware maker Autodesk Inc. But

she had no previous experience in
Internet advertising, the main
way Yahoo makes money.

That hole in her resume imme-
diately raised questions whether
she was qualified for the job, and
those doubts only escalated as
Yahoo's revenue continued to
sag.

At first, Bartz blamed bad tim-
ing; she started the job during
some of the bleakest months of
the Great Recession. Later, she
would say that she inherited such
as mess from her two predeces-
sors, Yahoo co-founder Jerry
Yang and former movie studio
boss Terry Semel, and that it
would take time to get Yahoo
back on the right track.

At one point, she even com-
pared her challenge to those that
faced Steve Jobs when he
returned to Apple Inc. as CEO in
1997.

Unlike Jobs, Bartz never was
able to articulate a strategy to
win over investors.

"She focused on plugging holes
in the ship instead of turning it
around," said Gartner Inc. ana-
lyst Ray Valdes. The disappoint-
ing performance was reflected in
Yahoo's stock price, which closed
Tuesday at $12.91. That's 81
cents, or 7 percent, higher than
where Yahoo shares stood when
Bartz was hired as CEO. During
the same period, Google's stock
price has risen by more than

$200, or 66 percent, and the tech-
nology-driven Nasdaq compos-
ite index has climbed by 60 per-
cent. A group of investors led by
Goldman Sachs Group conclud-
ed privately held Facebook is

worth $50 billion in an appraisal
done earlier this year. That's
triple Yahoo's current market
value.

Bartz never hit any of the price
targets that the board set for her

when she was hired. That means
none of the 5 million stock
options that she received upon
signing her contract had vested
by the time she was ushered out
the door.

BUSINESS
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AN EMPLOYEE leaves a Yahoo headquarters building in Sunny-
vale, Calif. (AP)

 



After many threats of tropical
s t o rms and depre s s i o n s
Hurricane Irene raised her ugly

head and unleashed her bitter wrath on
the archipelagic isles of the Bahamas.
The warnings were broadcast over the
airwaves as Bahamians waited with bated
breath to see what would happen, what
islands would lie in the pathway of
Hurricane Irene and who would receive
catastrophic damage.

In Long Island, countless fishermen
moored the crawfish vessels and secured
their dwellings so as to not draw swords
with the fury of Irene. 

As the hurricane made a trajectory for
Long Island many Anglicans prayed
earnestly that the hurricane would leave
all 12 churches in good order. But as the
winds blew that Tuesday aftern o o n ,
many were frightened of the wind veloci-
ty as it howled like a wolf deprived of her
cubs. Hurricane Irene unleashed its
assault on Clarence Town. At the govern-
ment dock, waves billowed 12 feet in the
air. Residents locked in their respective
homes or bunkered down in hurricane
shelters could hear windows rattling,
doors shaking and shingles been torn off
of roof tops. 

After the first traumatic lull in the hur-

ricane, Fr Jonathan Archer ventured out-
side of rectory only to discover that the
150 MPH winds had demolished the roof
of the historic St Paul’s Church. Members
who live in close proximity to the church
rushed to salvage valuable church arti-
facts and furniture. This was the first sign
of what was to come throughout the
island as Irene eased her way through the
central part of Long Island. Trees were

toppled, farm lands devastated and utili-
ty poles uprooted. The sea waters rose
and threatened to flood homes near
coastal low lying areas.

In the Nort h e rn Township of Long
Island many homes in Burnt Ground
were flooded. This settlement received
some 5 feet of water which made it near
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HURRICANE Irene left a trail of destruction in Long Island. 



By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer 

AS much as parents think they know
about parenting there is much more
knowledge to be acquired and Pastor
Dave Burrows hopes he can provide them
with an opportunity to expand their exist-
ing knowledge of pare n t h o o d .

Dr Burrows – whose methods and
d o w n - t o - e a rth approach have earned him

the nickname "The Ruffneck Pastor" – is
hosting a workshop this Saturday to help
p a rents raising teenagers. 

Speaking with Tribune Religion, he
explained that at the workshop pare n t s
can expect to gain information on how to
better understand their teenagers, disci-
pline methods that work, ways to moti-
vate and inspire their kids, and how to
deal with teenagers who are tro u b l e d .

“Basically there are a lot of pro b l e m s
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‘THE RUFFNECK PASTOR’ HOLDS WORKSHOP TO
HELP PARENTS DEAL WITH THEIR TEENAGERS

with the family today. I have been doing a
number of parenting workshops to help
p a rents get an understanding of how to
deal with their teens,” he said.

One of the key factors in dealing with
teenagers is knowing how to talk to them. 

“When it to comes to teenagers you
have to know how and be able to commu-
nicate with them. Communication at that
age is very diff e rent,” he said.

Dr Burrows said because times have
significantly changed and teens are now
m o re exposed to the adult world than
b e f o re, parents must be able to adjust.

“ Teens are generally advanced in tech-
n o l o g y, but they are in moral re t reat. They
a re lacking in moral clarity. Nowadays
kids are more exposed. Things that we as
adults are exposed to, kids are exposed to
at age 10 or 11, all because of the advance-
ment of technology. Parents must be
equipped to deal with teenagers in this
i n f o rmation age.

“ You must give them the correct infor-
mation. It must be accurate as well
because kids are going to look those
things up. So parents must be on the same
level as their kids,” he told Tr i b u n e
R e l i g i o n .

Dr Burrows encourages all parents to
come out to the workshop so they can be

“enlightened”. 
“The average parent can benefit with

not only theoretical information but with
practical information as well. Hopefully it
can increase the level of understanding
between parents and their teens. Pare n t s
need information to be successful because
our parents were under-skilled,” he said

Dr Burrows is currently the youth pas-
tor of the Total Youth Church and pre s i-
dent of Youth Alive Ministries, a sub-
s i d i a ry of Bahamas Faith Ministries
I n t e rnational headed by Dr Myles
M u n roe. Through the years Dr Burro w s
has worked to revolutionise youth min-
i s t ry in the Bahamas and many areas of
the world through a variety of unconven-
tional programmes that have impacted,
gangs, drug users, troubled youth as well
as everyday young people. 

Dr Burrows also has a family ministry.
He and his wife Angela have served as
counsellors to  singles contemplating mar-
riage, married persons seeking re l a t i o n s h i p
counselling and to parents wanting advice.
They have also mediated many sessions for
p a rents and teens, helping to resolve con-
flicts and bring clarity and re s o l u t i o n .
The one-day workshop will be held this
S a t u rd a y, starting at 10am at the Diplomat
C e n t re .

PASTOR Dave Burrows is hosting a workshop this Saturday to help parents raising teenagers. 
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MANSFIELD, Ohio
Associated Press

AN OHIO atheist group says it has
been commended by some people for a
billboard put up by a church's pastor.

The road sign in Mansfield features
the statement "There is no God" in

capital letters. Below that, it says,
"Don't believe everything you hear."

Pastor Frank Moore of McElro y
Road Church of Christ tells the
Mansfield News Journ a l
(http://bit.ly/nYOUeX) he wanted to
honour God with an ad that would get
people thinking. He says he remem-
bered how his parents always advised
him not to believe everything people
told him.

The Mansfield-based Mid Ohio
Atheists says it has been contacted and
congratulated by people incorre c t l y
thinking it put up the billboard. The
group says it wants to thank the church
for, as the atheists say, "advertising our
thoughts."
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AFTER 20 years of employment in
Grand Bahama’s private sector,
Lynden James Douglas answered the
call of God to serve, and resigned from
his management position at Betco
Limited to begin preparing himself to
become an Anglican Priest.  

On Tuesday, September 13 on the
Feast of St Cyprian of Cart h a g e ,
Bishop and Martyr, at 7pm, at The
Church of the Good Shepherd, Grand
Bahama, he will be ordained to the
Holy Order of Deacons by the Right
Reverend Laish Z Boyd Sr., Bishop of
the Diocese of The Bahamas and The
Turks & Caicos Islands.  The Reverend
Erma Ambrose, Rector of The Church
of the Good Shepherd, will preach the
sermon.

Douglas is a Grand Bahama native,
having been born in West End to Leo
and Rita Douglas.  He attended the
Hawksbill Primary School, and gradu-
ated from the Hawksbill High School
in 1986.  He completed bible studies at
Access Bible College, Grand Bahama,
in 2000.  In May, 2011 he graduated
from Codrington College, Barbados,
with a Diploma in Pastoral Studies, and
a Bachelor of Arts degree, in Theology,
from the University of the West Indies,
Barbados in May, 2011.   

Although he spent some of his adult
life in other denominations, Douglas
was born into the Anglican Church,
and was baptised at St Mary
Magdalene, West End, by the late
Bishop Michael Eldon.  Douglas said
that he re t u rned to the Anglican
Church in 1992 upon an invitation from
a neighbour, and since then he has been
actively involved in the Church, assist-
ing in Youth Ministry.

He served as a Sunday School
teacher, and as Youth Advisor to the
Christian Youth Movement (CYM) at
The Church of The Good Shepherd.
He credits Canon Harry Ward and The
R e v e rend Ambrose for his spiritual
walk, and is also thankful for the sup-
p o rt of his parents, his siblings –
C a rron, Genetha, Rachel, Sherisse,
and his daughter, Janae.  He enjoys
outdoor sports, fishing, traveling and
junkanoo.

Mr Douglas is currently serves at St
M a t t h e w ’s Anglican Church, New
Providence.  

LYNDEN JAMES DOUGLAS
TO BE ORDAINED DEACON

ATHEISTS SAY THEY
GET KUDOS FOR
CHURCH BILLBOARD

Lynden James Douglas



impossible to traverse for motor vehicles.
In the wake of this flooding, Pastor Allan
Dixon, Pastor of the Highway Church of
God, Doctors Creek said this is the fourth
time this natural disaster has taken place
and affected him but added that “In all
things, he gives thanks to Almighty God”.
His rebuilding initiative will take on the
opposite side of the road which is on a
ridge.

In terms of the Anglican Churches in
North Long Island, Fr Chester Burton
determined that the damage was minimal
at St Mary Magdalene in Glinton’s and St
Peter’s in Simms both received minor
shingles damage. However, Holy Savior

in Millerton received the brunt of the
damage and  Archdeacon Keith
Cartwright, Fr Colin Saunders, Diocesan
Architect and Carlton Blair, Structural
Engineer determined that it was unfit for
corporate Sunday worship.

St  Christopher’s Church and Rectory
did not receive any structural damage.

U n f o rtunately Hurricane Ire n e
destroyed roof tops of many houses and
demolished a bridge that takes residents
to the government dock which also
received damage. It is in need of repair as
this is the only facility to which freight
could be received on the island.  During
the Sunday morning worship Fr Burton
encouraged and motivated members to
rebuild by the grace of God and help
Rum Cayians who are in need. He also
sang a song  as a source of inspiration I
need you, you need me” after which he
gave out school exercise books to the stu-
dents  and told them to keep focused,
learn all they can, have good manners
and to put God first in all things in order
to have a successful school year.
T h a n k f u l y, Rum Cay All Age School
received no structural damage.  

FOR TOO long, family members
have been thought of by the church as
potential individual recruits. Very little
thought has been given to evangelizing
or nurturing the family as a unit. The
emphasis has been upon the individual.
The approach overlooks the fact that
the primary instruction and strength for
the Christian life stems not from the
church but from the family.

A survey taken of the Sunday School
pupils in a large church revealed that
not one child from an "unchurc h e d
home" lasted through the entire series
of the departmental programmes from
the primary to youth. Somewhere along

the way every one of these children
became Sunday School dropouts.  Such
a startling statistic strongly emphasised
the overwhelming influence of the
home. If the church is to disciple the
individual family member, it must do
everything possible to christianise the

family as a whole.  
There are many ways in which the

churches of our nation can incorporate
a focus on the family unit into its pro-
grammes and activities. The impor-
tance of "togetherness" of the family is
much better demonstrated than ver-
balised.

The practice of a pastor in meeting
the needs of his own family speaks
much more loudly than any seminar on
the subject.

Here are some ways that family units
can be stressed by practical demonstra-
tion in our churches:

A) Encourage families periodically to

sit together during worship services.
B) Invite ladies to attend special

men's meetings and vice-versa.
C)Allow wives or husbands of board

members to attend certain
board meetings or functions.
D) Sponsor a "family of the month".
E)Sponsor periodic family retreats or

camps.
F) Promote an annual "family week"

to focus on the importance of the home.
G) Plan recreational and social activ-

ities in which the family can participate
together.

Remember that the family is our
greatest asset, let us guard it carefully.
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EMPHASIS ON THE FAMILY UNIT
BISHOP VG
CLARKE

“SINGLE & Taking Authority – Dare
To Take Charge Of Your Destiny!” is
the theme for the 5th Annual
C o n f e rence being held by the Singles’
M i n i s t ry of Bahamas Faith Ministries, in
p a rtnership with Myles Munro e
I n t e rnational. The conference will be
held Septembzer 11-13 at the Diplomat
C e n t re and the British Colonial Hilton
Hotel. 

The text for the conference is: “I can
do all things through Christ who
empowers me” Phil. 4:13

Guest speakers include BFM Senior
P a s t o r, Dr Myles Munroe, Dr Wa n d a
Davis Tu rn e r, from California, Leon
Williams, consultant and former CEO,
BTC and Sherika Brown, Iron Network. 

The guest artist is Sunae Russell and
facilitators will be Cherrylee Pinder, CP
Consulting and  Gandhi Pinder, Gems
R a d i o .

Topics include: “Single & Ta k i n g
Authority”, “Relational Power –
Building Successful Business and Social
Networks/Branding Yourself”, “Leading
Yourself – An Epic Journey” (managing
c a reer risks, crisis, moving up and shut-
ting down), “Sex Traps That Destro y
Your Destiny”, “Dare To Take Charg e
Of Your Destiny”!

Claudine Farquharson, confere n c e
host, is very excited about this event and
explained that the purpose of the con-
f e rence is to encourage, motivate and
empower singles in their spiritual, pro-
fessional and social lives. She said that
the current challenges and conditions in
the world today have pro f o u n d l y
impacted the lives of many, including the

single individual, resulting in negative,
and sometimes, dire consequences: loss
of jobs, homes, financial insecurity, lone-
liness, uncertainty about the future. All
these things and more have caused many
to become discouraged and to give in to
despair and hopelessness,

Over the three day event part i c i p a n t s
will hear messages and testimonies in
w o rd, song and dance that will encour-
age, inspire and motivate them to take
an honest assessment of their pre s e n t
state and then take authoritative deci-
sions and actions to propel their lives in
a new direction, to a new season of
change, a new sense of direction and
p u r p o s e .

She also noted that the first session
will be held 9.30 am at the Diplomat
C e n t re on Sunday, September 11, a date
that marks one of the most momentous
and tragic events in living memory, the
t e rrorist attacks in the United States,
exactly one decade ago.

At that first session Dr Munroe will be
the speaker and he has a message for all
who will attend: Take Authority, Ta k e
C h a rge (of your life) – The Best Is Ye t
To Come! 

What a contrast to the horre n d o u s
message delivered by the terrorists to the
world ten years ago; certainly in Christ,
out of disappointment, tragedy and
death comes a blessed and fulfilled life.

Persons can register by contacting the
BFM Office or logging on to the web-
site: www.bfmmm.com.  All evening ses-
sions are fre e .

Come and take the first step in a new
d i re c t i o n .

SINGLES’ MINISTRY HOSTS
5TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

FROM page 37

LONG ISLAND
CHURCHES TO MAKE
REPAIRS AFTER
HURRICANE IRENE
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

T
heir career path has
been intertwined for
years thus far and the
countries leading ama-
teur boxers look to add

another milestone together, a berth
in the 2012 London Olympics.

Valentino Knowles and Carl
Hield begin their trek toward
Olympic qualification with the
AIBA World Boxing Champi-
onships in Baku, Azerbaijan, Sep-
tember 22 to October 9.

However, the team is expected to
leave the Bahamas on September 9
to attend a pre-training camp in
Azerbaijan.

National team head coach Andre
Seymour said both fighters have
already received a top honour sim-
ply by being invited to the training
camp geared for elite fighters.

"It is great to see that once again
these guys will have a chance to
compete at the World Champi-
onships. It is also great to see that
both of our boxers are internation-
ally ranked. Both of them are well
on the path to qualifying for the
Olympics. They must qualify in the
top 10 and we will be ready," he
said.

"Both of these guys are ready to
go and come back with medals and
we will be ready, it’s very impor-
tant. The training AIBA is doing
right now is for the elite boxers that
they are dealing with so both of
these boxers will be training with
the elite boxers throughout the
world, so they must be ready."

Knowles is ranked 25th in the
AIBA World Rankings in the 64kg
weight class. He finished 26th at the
last AIBA World Championships in
2009 and fourth at the 2010 AMBC
Championships last year.

Knowles earned a berth to the
upcoming 16th Pan Am Games by
virtue of his performance at the
AMBC in Jalisco, Mexico, in July.

"I want to give thanks to God for
having me here and getting me to
this point. I'm not going to boast
and brag about my talent, but I just
want to give thanks to all the people
that supported me to this point, get-
ting me here, getting me ready for
this tournament. That includes
everyone, even down to the Bahami-
an people sending words of inspira-
tions when I'm running in the
streets. I just want to give thanks,"

he said.
"My goal here is to go to these

games, because I'm not a rookie to
this. I’m a veteran now, getting ready
to qualify to the coming Olympics,
finish in the top 10, qualify and
hopefully come back with a medal."

Hield is ranked 37th in the AIBA
rankings in the 69kg category. He
finished 40th at the 2009 AIBA
Championships in 2009 and fifth at
last year's AMBC Championships.

"This is my fourth world champi-
onship appearance. At the last world

championships, I showed a very
impressive improvement and lost to
the hometown favourite," Hield
said. "Now, this time, I'm on a path
to qualify for the 2012 London
Olympics and make my country
proud."

Both fighters have been training in
Cuba since their historic double
medal performances at the 2010
Commonwealth Games. But, for the
last few weeks, they have been con-
ducting their training at home.

"My training has been on a good

level right now. I was here for about
a week or two training because of a
closure at the school in Cuba where
we train. We are up every morning
on the road, in the gym in the after-
noon. We don't have much fighters
here in the Bahamas so we were
lacking a little bit, but going to the
camp and being able to touch gloves
with some of the fighters there
should be a good benefit," Knowles
said.

"My conditioning is about 90 per
cent there. My physical work is
good, I just need to get some more
glove work with the guys from other
countries at the camp and then I
should be ready," Hield added.

Local boxing icon Boston “Black-
ie” Miller said both fighters have
made tremendous strides and he
expects them to continue the rich
boxing history of the country at the
international level.

"I am happy to see that these boys
are going to such a high standard of
competition and have been doing so
well to this point," he said. "I expect
for them to perform up to the stan-
dard that they can make the
Olympics. When you are on the
Olympic level, you have to be
extremely good."

Dynamic boxing duo on 
Olympic-qualifying trek

A TEAM of four top
Bahamian junior tennis play-
ers are scheduled to travel to
Toronto, Canada, this week-
end to compete in the IC
North American 16-and-
Under Junior Challenge
against the US, Canada and
Mexico. They will compete
for a place in the world finals,
set for next January in Aus-
tralia.

The four juniors selected to
represent the Bahamas are
Kevin Major Jr, winner of
JITIC (the Caribbean and

Central American junior
championship) and Simone
Pratt, currently ranked No.
207 in the World Junior Girls
18-and-Under rankings
although she is only 15 years
old.  

Also on the team are Chris-
tian Cargill and Danielle
Thompson, winners of the
Bahamas’ 16-and-Under
National Tennis Champi-
onships.

The event, which takes
place at The Toronto Lawn
Tennis Club, is put on by the

46 International Clubs (ICs)
of the world which consist pri-

marily of players who have
played for their country or

won national titles.  
Among its members are

our very own Bahamian ten-
nis ace Mark Knowles, Roger
Federer, Rafael Nadal and
numerous other famous play-
ers. 

The Bahamian IC Club
sponsors the juniors. Travel-
ing with the team as cap-
tain/manager is Bahamas IC
president Kit Spencer. “This
is the strongest team we have
ever had in this bi-annual
competition and, although we
are probably the smallest

nation to compete in this
international event, I believe
we have a group of outstand-
ing juniors on our team.

“It will be a tremendous
experience for them playing
against major nations such as
the US, Canada and Mexico.
The motto of the IC organi-
sations is ‘hands across the
net, friendship across the
ocean’, and as well as an out-
standing tennis experience,
we hope to help instill some
of this attitude into the juniors
on our team,” he said.

TOP JUNIORS TO COMPETE FOR SPOT IN THE WORLD FINALS

ALL SET: Kit Spencer (left), Danielle Thompson and Kevin Major Jr.

Valentino Knowles and Carl Hield invited 
to special training camp for elite boxers

VALENTINO KNOWLES

CARL HIELD shows off
the bronze medal he won
at the XIX Commonwealth
Games in New Delhi,
India, last year. 
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