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TWO armed robbers who
shot at police in a bid to
evade capture are now
under guard at hospital. 

Officers wounded and
arrested the two after they
robbed a Pinewood Gardens
resident.

The men – aged 18 and
22 – were last night in stable
condition, according to
police, who yesterday sent
out a strong warning to
would-be criminals.

Superintendent
Theophilus Cunningham, in
charge of the Southeastern
division, said: “We would
like to send a clear message
to the would-be criminals
and suspects that if you
intend to commit a crime,
and you are caught, you are
going to have to spend the
time.”

The shooting incident
occurred in the area of
Sapodilla Boulevard shortly
before 7pm Saturday.

According to reports, the
victim was approached by
two armed men who
demanded cash while he was
walking through Cotton-
wood Street. The attackers –
both of whom were armed
with handguns – robbed the
man of his jewellery and
cash before they fled the
area on foot.

Supt Cunningham said:
“We received some infor-
mation regarding an armed
robbery taking place in the
Pinewood area. Officers
immediately proceeded to
the scene and they were able
to discover two suspects run-
ning from the area of the
robbery.

“Officers immediately
proceeded behind them, and
the suspects opened fire.
The officers returned fire,
resulting in the two suspects
being shot.”

Following the confronta-
tion, police recovered a
handgun, ammunition, and
stolen items from the sus-

Two men under
guard at hospital
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INMATES WORK ON STUDENTS’ HAIR FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

By AVA TURNQUEST
and CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporters

THE PLP hit out at the
government yesterday for
what they claim to be the
cancellation and subsequent
rebranding of their school-
based policing initiative.

The programme’s absence
in schools affected “dire”
consequences, according to
the PLP, who welcomed the
assignment of liaison offi-
cers to junior and senior
high schools as “better late

PLP HITS OUT OVER
‘RE-BRANDING’ OF
SCHOOL-BASED
POLICING INITIATIVE 

SEE page 12

A STUDENT has her hair styled ahead of the 
new school year at the Hair Trim and Braid Day
initiative.

The event, held at Her Majesty’s Prison’s 
Security Centre, allows inmates to give back to 
the community by working on the hair of students
from the Eastern area.

See more back-to-school news on pages 15 
and 16.

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter 
on Cat Island
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

PEOPLE swarm the port in Smith’s
Bay as the first shipment of post-hurri-
cane relief supplies is off-loaded more
than a week after Irene hit.

There is confusion at the dock, as pallets
are stacked and people amble around with
pieces of paper detailing their expected
deliveries, unsure who is in charge of dis-

MORE THAN ONE WEEK AFTER IRENE

HURRICANE RELIEF 
REACHES CAT ISLAND

SEE page two

FORMER Tourism
Minister Obie Wilch-
combe hit out at claims
that he had no impact on
the implementation of
the Western Hemisphere
Travel Initiative (WHTI)
calling it "spin" from
offended officials at the
US Embassy.

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

ACTIVIST Rodney Moncur has
launched his campaign to become the
Democratic National Alliance's rep-
resentative in the Bain and Grants
Town area, despite no official word
from the party that he had secured a
nomination.  

ACTIVIST SEEKS DNA’S
BAIN AND GRANTS
TOWN NOMINATION

SEE page 10SEE page 10

FORMER MINISTER
HITS OUT AT ‘SPIN’
FROM US EMBASSY

RESPONSE TO WIKILEAKS RELEASE
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tribution.
But they will, and do, wait

all day to claim their goods, and
it seems a small sacrifice for
people who have lived without
electricity for more than a
week, under damaged roofs
that offer little protection from
falling rain.

Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham said 47 utility poles
had fallen in the south end of
Cat Island, and Captain
Stephen Russell, director of the
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) said
they will all have to be replaced
before electricity is restored.

Rough weather prevented
supplies from being shipped to

residents in the south end of
Cat Island before Friday, when
the Sea Spirit II pulled in.

The only supplies that had
been made available to resi-
dents are through individual
efforts, such as those by Chris
and Lisa Illing, of the Green-
wood Beach Resort in Port
Howe, and the PGA village,
which brought in a plane-load
of supplies last week, and was
due to ship more donations
from the United States over the
weekend.

The PGA development has
donated generators to people
most in need, such as the man
in Bain Town who has been
cooking for the whole commu-
nity, and helped people fix tar-
paulins to damaged roofs.

The resort’s trucks and
machinery were used to clear
roads from fallen trees and util-
ity poles, to make them pass-
able, and staff have been dis-
tributing water to people in the
most remote settlements.

“We’re doing what we can,
and that's what you have to
do,” said Rusty, of the Cat
Island Beach and Golf Resort.

“The locals need help.”
The group have also sent out

their generators to people in
the community who needed
them most, including a man in
Bain Town who has been cook-
ing for the community since the
storm.

Cat Island MP Philip ‘Brave’
Davis, from Old Bight, Cat
Island, praised the initiative of
locals and foreign residents to
help one another, but said he
was disappointed at the delay in
NEMA’s relief efforts and
apparent lack of organisation
for distribution of supplies at
the dock on Friday.

It was the PLP chairman’s
second visit to the southern end
of the island for the second
time since the hurricane, and
he was joined by Senator Hope
Strachan, PLP candidate for
Sea Breeze, South Beach can-
didate Cleola Hamilton, and
Senator Michael Halkitis, who
spent his childhood in Old
Bight.

“I am rather taken aback by
the slow response to the urgent
needs of the people of Cat
Island, and I trust that more
urgency is brought to bear in
recovery efforts here,” Mr
Davis said.

“Someone has to be able to
explain the reason for the late
response to the emergency that
we knew was going to happen
and happened as it did.”

Henry Rolle, 75, a farmer
and fisherman of McQueens,
said the hurricane was the worst
he had ever seen.

He lost all of his crops,

including corn and watermel-
on, and his 16ft fishing boat
broke in half, he said.

“Man it was so terrible in the
hurricane, I never seen a storm
like that before,” Mr Rolle said.

Pigeon Cay resident Jan
Kessinger, who has lived in Cat
Island for 11 years, said: “The
walls were shaking pictures
were falling off the walls it
sounded like rocks hitting the
roof,” said

“We had a 20ft surge, we had
water in the house. All around
it was completely flooded.

"I don't have radio recep-
tion, my cable is out; my cell
phone doesn't work, my phone
doesn't work.

“But nobody got hurt, that's
all that matters."

Esther Gray, proprietor of
Esther’s Place, in Devil’s Point,
was alone in her house as half
of the roof was torn off by hur-
ricane Irene, and water poured
in, destroying everything inside.

“I lost my bed, my furniture,
everything,” she said. “But I’m
living, that’s the important
part.”

Ms Gray said Irene was by
far the worst hurricane she has
lived through, and she has only
recovered with help from her
brothers, who secured a tar-
paulin on her roof, and by
sleeping on a cot in the dry cor-
ner of her house.

Across the street and on top
of the hill, Florabell Ramsey’s
house collapsed.

The 70-year-old resident,
who has lived there for over 40
years, was visiting Nassau when
the storm hit, and has not yet
seen the total devastation.

“It was a little frightening,”
said Freda Major, who watched
Ms Ramsey’s house collapse
from her own house, where she
sheltered with her children.

Ms Ramsey’s home was not
the only one destroyed in the
hurricane, as others lost their
roofs and the Rainbow House
in Greenwood, “looks like
somebody smashed it,” said
Andrew Jones, of Devil’s Point.

He said the lack of power is
the greatest challenge, and he is
concerned about the multiple
pools of standing water, pro-
ducing swarms of mosquitoes
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SEA SPIRIT II is the first ship to arrive with relief supplies for people in southern Cat Island.

PLP MP for Cat Island Brave Davis meets old friends on a visit to
his grief-stricken constituency.

VOLUNTEERS distribute water
in Old Bight.

SEE page 16

HENRY ROLLE and his wife
Rosabell at their home in
McQueen's. Mr Rolle, a
farmer and fisherman of
McQueens, said the hurricane
was the worst he had ever
seen.

FROM page one

HURRICANE RELIEF REACHES CAT ISLAND

 



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmkenzie@tribunemedia.net

AFTER losing most of
their citrus produce due to
Hurricane Irene, farmers on
Long Island are now look-
ing to their vegetable crops
to make a profit.

“We don’t have a value on

the crops but all the crops
have been destroyed. All of
what farmers used to bring
in on a weekly basis, the
papayas and bananas have
been destroyed,” said Mau-
rice Minnis, packing house
manager for Long Island. 

"All of the fruit trees were
basically on the ground after
the storm passed. Seventy-

five per cent of the mango
trees have been uprooted.
Farmers right now are clean-
ing up their farms. The only
thing they can do is move
into the vegetable season to
see if they can make some
cash.” 

Long island councillor Ian
Knowles said efforts to dis-
pose of debris along the
roadways was nearly com-
plete. 

Mr Knowles said utilities
had been restored on the
island. Water has been
restored, pretty much after
BEC turned the power on. 

"In our area water never
really went off, in the night
they turned off water to con-
serve. Phones are up, it’s just
that some lines that were
down from the hurricane. 

"Some cables were dam-
aged but we have phone ser-
vice from end to end. Roads
are cleared, the debris that
was pushed to the side of the
road are being moved and
placed on the back of dump
trucks  taking them to the
dumpsite. That is almost
complete. 

“Things are getting back
to normal. By Monday or
Tuesday that whole thing
should complete.”

LOCAL NEWS
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By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A Grand Bahama businesswoman,
who is believed to have left the island, is being
sought by police allegedly for stealing by reason of
employment. 

Police have issued a wanted poster of Eunice Mor-
ris, operator and owner of Morris Travel, Freeport. 

Several complaints were filed a month ago with
police against the local travel agent. 

According to police, three complaints were made
in July against Morris who is alleged to have col-
lected  some $60,000 for payment of a vacation
cruise for three large groups of people. 

It was later discovered that the funds were never
paid to the cruise line on their behalf. 

Police have been searching for Morris since July
for questioning in the matter. 

According to an all points bulletin issued on Friday
by police, Morris, 47, is of slim built. She has medi-
um brown complexion, dark brown eyes, and long
black hair. 

Anyone with information concerning her where-
abouts is asked to contact police at 350-3106/7/8.EUNICE MORRIS

BUSINESSWOMAN SOUGHT BY POLICE IN
CONNECTION WITH STEALING ALLEGATION

LONG ISLAND FARMERS LOOK TO VEGETABLE CROPS AFTER IRENE

 



THE Pan-American
Health Organisation
(PAHO) has launched an
international appeal to help
220,000 people affected by
Hurricane Irene.

This appeal aims to
reduce the public health
impact of Hurricane Irene
locally and in the Turks and
Caicos, and raise $400,000,
said a release on PAHO's
website.

The group said the storm
passed over the country in
the middle of a "raging
dengue epidemic" and
impeded efforts to combat
the spread of the mosquito-
borne fever.

"The capacity to conduct

disease surveillance and out-
break management was
already overstretched due
to a lack of human resources
and vector control activities
such as fogging are limited

as proper equipment and
experts are needed," said
PAHO.

The group said 15 of 69
health facilities in the coun-
try have reported damage,
some of them severe
destruction. 

"To date, communications
could not be restored with
at least 10 facilities. 

"According to the health
authorities, the disruption in
primary health care due to
the loss of communication
and the suspension of activ-
ities is a factor that needs to
be recovered and reinforced,
especially in vulnerable com-

munities," said PAHO.
The organisation said that

locally and in the Turk and
Caicos, there are many vul-
nerable communities - most-
ly made up of Haitians -
with poor housing infra-
structure, no indoor plumb-
ing, no running water and
crowded living conditions
highlighting the need for aid. 

According to PAHO, the
Spanish Agency for Inter-
national Development
Cooperation has already
released $80,000 to help the
Bahamas.

Meanwhile, a plane-load
of relief supplies was donat-
ed from concerned citizens
from Georgia to help those
affected by Hurricane Irene,
according to international
reports. 

The goods are meant for
residents of Eleuthera, many
of whom were left without
power, running water or
phone services after Irene
ripped through the country
last week.

Mission Change, a charity
based out of Albany, organ-
ised the relief effort. 

The group collected tarps
and rope to temporarily
secure damaged roofs, a
generator and money to buy
building supplies. 

“They are part of our
community, no matter
where we're at and we love
them and if there is a need,
we're going to rise to that
need and that challenge and
make sure they are taken
care of,” said Ladonna
Urick, of Mission Change,
according to FOX 31.

“People came from
Roswell, Georgia, which was
absolutely incredible. We've
had people from Cleveland,
Ohio, that have sent things
and we've had people from
Albany, Georgia send things
and people that have just
heard about the need,” she
added.

Last week, Prime Minis-
ter Hubert Ingraham signed
an order allowing for duty
exemptions goods necessary
for the relief of residents and
the agricultural and fisheries
industries in various islands
suffering hardship as a result
of Hurricane Irene.

The order allows the waiv-
er of duties on the importa-
tion of building materials,
electrical and plumbing fix-
tures and materials, house-
hold furniture, furnishing

and appliances for residentts
of Long Cay, Mayaguana,
Rum Cay, San Salvador,
Inagua, Ragged Island, Ack-
lins and Crooked Island.  

Eligible residents of Cat
Island and Acklins, the
hardest hit islands, will
recieve exemption for six
months.  

The other islands can
apply for duty exemption for
three months, effective from
September 1.

Goods that will qualify for
duty exemption are: build-
ing materials, electrical fix-
tures and materials, plumb-
ing fixtures and materials
household furniture, fur-
nishing and appliances, sup-
plies for the reconstruction
and repair to greenhouses,
supplies for the reconstruc-
tion and repair to poultry
houses, supplies for the
reconstruction and repair of
irrigation systems.

Other items include nurs-
ery stock for the re-estab-
lishment of fruit orchards;
items required for fencing;
galvanised sheeting and oth-
er materials used in the con-
struction of fishing habitats;
fishing boats; fishing gear
and apparatus. 

Motor vehicles; motor
cycles and golf carts are also
listed on the exigency order. 

LOCAL NEWS
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PRODUCTION MANAGER
A commercial bakery requires the 
services of a Production Manager.

Please send resume to: bakeryhr@aol.com

• Must be an experienced manager 
with good people skills

• Must be computer literate and have 
had inventory control experience

• Must have experience in ordering 
and monitoring raw materials

• Previous bakery production/
managerial experience would 
be an asset

| THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE:

SUPERINTENDENT of
Prisons Dr Elliston Rah-
ming, Director of Security
(second from left), ASP
Stevenson Smith (far left)
and Chairman of the Staff
Welfare and Dependent
Fund ASP Dennis Gilbert
(far right) presented two of
the many recipients with
their cheques that will
assist them in purchasing
much needed school sup-
plies for the upcoming
year.

The recipients were
Dion D Bowles and Sandra
Pratt.

HER MAJESTY’S
PRISON DEPENDENT
FUND GIVES BACK

PAHO CALLS FOR ASSISTANCE FOR BAHAMAS, TURK AND CAICOS AFTER IRENE
APPEAL AIMS TO REDUCE PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACT OF HURRICANE AND RAISE $400,000

““TThhee ccaappaacciittyy ttoo ccoonndduucctt ddiisseeaassee ssuurr--
vveeiillllaannccee aanndd oouuttbbrreeaakk mmaannaaggeemmeenntt
wwaass aallrreeaaddyy oovveerrssttrreettcchheedd dduuee ttoo aa
llaacckk ooff hhuummaann rreessoouurrcceess aanndd vveeccttoorr
ccoonnttrrooll aaccttiivviittiieess ssuucchh aass ffooggggiinngg aarree
lliimmiitteedd aass pprrooppeerr eeqquuiippmmeenntt aanndd
eexxppeerrttss aarree nneeeeddeedd..””

Pan-American Health Organisation 
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COMMONWEALTH
BANK recently reported
their earnings for the first
half of 2011. Executive
Chairman William B Sands,
Jr announced that the
Bank’s Comprehensive Net
Income for the six-month
period ending June 30, 2011
increased by 11.4% to $28.8
million, exceeding the same
period in 2010. Total assets
at June 30, 2011 were $1.45
billion, a 3% growth over
June 30, 2010’s total assets
of $1.41 billion.

“Our results for the sec-
ond quarter validate our
business strategy and
demonstrate the hard work
by all our staff members
across the bank in pursuit of
that strategy. In the context
of the present economic
challenges, the results of the
second quarter of 2011 rep-
resent a significant achieve-
ment for Commonwealth
Bank.” said Executive
Chairman William B Sands,
Jr.

“The bank’s increased
earnings were primarily
associated with improve-
ments in credit quality. Loan
impairment expenses have
declined by $1.7 million for
the period. This was driven
by a reduction in non-per-
forming loans, which closed
the quarter at 3.1% of the
portfolio compared to 3.3%
at the end of the first quarter
of 2011.”

The Executive Chairman
continued “Earnings per

share showed a healthy
improvement over 2010 as
return on common share-
holders’ equity increased by
almost 13% to 26 cents per
share, as did Return on
Assets at 3.6% for the sec-
ond quarter compared to
3.3% in 2010, an improve-
ment of over 9%.

“We anticipate further
challenges ahead but we are
pleased with the steady
improvement in the bank’s
performance in 2011.”

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT: Although
teachers were commended
for successes achieved in
education on Grand
Bahama, Education Minister
Desmond Bannister says
there is still need for
improvement in the areas of
literacy and numeracy. 

Mr Bannister called on
teachers to renew their com-
mitment to the teaching pro-
fession so that students
achieve better results in
those areas. 

“Despite our successful
efforts to socialise students
and give them a well-bal-
anced education, we are still
not quite where we should be
in the area of literacy and
numeracy,” he said at the
annual Teachers’ Enrich-
ment Day at Jack Hayward
High. 

“If we are to achieve signifi-
cant improvement in these areas, then national exams and
national development depends heavily on what you do in
your classrooms.

“It is time for you to be collective in this mission to
achieve success in literacy and numeracy,” Mr Bannister
urged teachers. 

Students
The Minister said teachers must encourage their stu-

dents to think critically and acquire critical comprehen-
sion and application skills. 

He noted that a major challenge confronting educators
is finding creative ways to inspire their students to read. 

“The problem that compounds the problem that we
have is that children in our community do not see their
parents, or persons in their community do not see their
parents, or persons in their community, and even their
teachers, reading sufficiently,” Mr Bannister said. 

The Minister also said teachers have to get involved in
discussions about the national exam results. He stated
teachers have been too silent on the so-called debate
about the D average. 

Mr Bannister urged educators to let their voices be
heard in the debate because of the important role they
play in national development. 

Teachers in the public school system attend Teachers’
Enrichment Day which is held every year to motivate
them as they return to the classroom. 

Mary Cooper, assistant director of education, said Mr
Bannister gave teachers a lot of encouragement. 

“We want to motive them to go in the classrooms and
do an even better job than last year. We know teachers do
excellent job, but each year you want to motive them to
do a little bit more,” said Ms Cooper.

RESIDENTS and visitors to Hope
Town, Abaco, will benefit from the
$101,834.27 contract awarded to Abaco
Rock Limited to construct concrete
roads.

The contract signifies the Govern-
ment’s commitment to upgrading the
public infrastructure throughout the
Bahamas, Minister of Public Works and
Transport Neko Grant said during the
contract signing ceremony.

“In advancing this project, a pre-qual-

ification tender exercise was undertak-
en for these works in which three Aba-
co-based construction companies were
invited to submit tenders,” Mr Grant
said.

Two of these companies responded
with bid submissions.  

On review of the bids, it was deter-
mined that Abaco Rock Ltd had sub-
mitted the lower qualifying bid.

Edison Key, MP for South Abaco and
chairman of the Bahamas Agricultural

and Industrial Corporation, said as
tourism is the country’s number one
industry and first impressions are usually
the ones readily remembered, Hope
Town, a gateway to the Bahamas,
deserves comfortable amenities.

Hope Town attracts a high percentage
of return and first-time visitors and the
roads have been kept deliberately in a
style befitting the quaintness and charm
that has sold the community around the
world, he said.

CONTRACT AWARDED FOR ROADS PROJECT IN HOPE TOWN, ABACO

A SMALL CONTRACT SIGNING ceremony was held in Hope Town, Abaco as Abaco Rock Limited was awarded a $101,834.27 contract to construct con-
crete roads. Pictured during the signing from left: Minister of Public Works and Transport Neko Grant; Permanent Secretary, Colin Higgs; Owner, Aba-
co Rock Ltd, Kenneth Meltarp and Member of Parliament for Abaco and Chairman of the Bahamas Agricultural and Industrial Corporation, Edison Key.

Letisha Henderson/BIS

MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED IN
LITERACY AND NUMERACY

TEACHERS CALLED ON TO RENEW COMMITMENT TO PROFESSION

COMMONWEALTH
BANK’S HALF YEAR
RESULTS UP 11% 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION
Desmond Bannister

WILLIAM B SANDS, JR 
Executive Chairman



By SIR RONALD
SANDERS

(The writer is a Consultant
and former Caribbean
diplomat)

AQUITE amazing
event took place

in Kenya's capital, Nairobi,
on August 29 and 30. Two
hundred representatives on
non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs) from China
and 19 African countries
held a China-Africa Peo-
ples' Forum.  

The event is remarkable
from two standpoints.  First,
given the fact that, for the
most part, China is still a
statist country where the
Communist party retains
tight control, it is surpris-
ing that there are any non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) at all .  China's
restrictive laws, governing
the registration of non-prof-
it organizations, mandate
that applicants be affiliated
and sponsored by a govern-
mental unit, and this effec-
tively terminates NGOs
that are not affiliated with
the government. 

But, research reveals that
there are some NGO's
which operate with the
blessing of the Chinese gov-
ernment. In this sense they
are regarded as "govern-
ment-NGOs".  It figures,
therefore, that the Chinese
NGO's, attending the
Nairobi People’s Forum,
were ones that enjoy gov-
ernment support. 

The second reason that
the event is itself remark-
able is that China-Africa
social and economic rela-
tions are a recent develop-
ment.      Yet, the Chinese
have shown enough inter-
est in engaging African civ-
il society to mount consid-
erable participation in it.
Even if the Chinese contin-
gent enjoy Chinese govern-
ment endorsement and,
therefore, may only act
within parameters set by
the government, they still
interacted with the African
NGOs that are not tied to
their governments. 

What the Chinese NGOs

heard from the African
NGOs were independent
views. And, it is now fairly
well known that people in
many African countries
have expressed concern
about the way that China
and Chinese companies
have operated in Africa.
Some have gone as far as
to remark that China
behaves no differently than
the old colonial masters –
an observation that troubles
China, given its official pos-
ture that China is a devel-
oping country that wants to
maintain equality and soli-
darity with other develop-
ing countries.

Of much older vintage is
the relationship between
African, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) countries and
the European Union (EU).
That formal relationship by
treaty is 37 years old. But,
the EU, which has a very
vibrant civil society with
which it consults regularly,
has never organised a Peo-
ple’s Forum of EU and
ACP countries. In other
words, the people-organi-
sations of these two groups
of countries have never
been given the opportuni-
ty to help to define their
relationship or to express
their views on the structure
and substance of the rela-
tionship as it has evolved
through the Lomé and
Cotonou treaties and now,

the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) between
the EU and many ACP
countries.

However, tied to the Chi-
nese government the Chi-
nese NGOs might be, at
least China has opened its
ears to hearing what NGOs
in 19 African states have to
say about the Africa-Chi-
nese relationship. It may be
that the EU Commission –
and perhaps some govern-
ments of EU member states
– are fearful of what their
own NGOs would say
about the EPAs that the
EU has railroaded many
ACP states into accepting.
It is widely known that
many NGOs throughout
Europe – as well as several
members of the European
Parliament are critical both
of the unfairness of the
EPAs and the manner in
which the EU Commission
handled the negotiations.

ACP governments are
not blameless in this.  They
have not insisted on a
Forum in which civil soci-
ety organisations from their
own countries and the EU
can meet to exchange views
and comment on the rela-
tions between the two
areas. In part, this is due to
the suspicion that many
governments and NGOs of
ACP countries harbour
toward each other. Howev-
er, it is a suspicion that both

sides should work to over-
come, for the governments
of developing countries will
not be able to stand-up
against unfair conditions set
by countries and agencies
such as the EU Commis-
sion, the International
Monetary Fund and the
Organisation for economic
Co-operation and Devel-
opment unless civil society
organisations share their
concerns and are willing to
advocate them within their
local communities and
internationally.

ACP countries should
take the initiative to push
for an ACP-EU People’s
Forum.  The next meeting
of EU-ACP parliamentari-
ans would be a good place
to kick-off the idea. The
ACP Secretariat could draw
on the experience of the 19
African states that partici-
pated in the Forum with
China for assistance in fash-
ioning the Forum. Such a
forum might well produce
a movement by people
across the EU and ACP
nations to establish a more
equitable and just trade and
economic relationship.

It would also be useful

to hold a People’s Forum
between China and those
Caribbean countries with
which it has diplomatic rela-
tions. 

There is good reason for
it. Rumblings have already
developed about the man-
ner in which China is oper-
ating in the Caribbean, par-
ticularly over its insistence
on Chinese labour for pro-
jects, including those which
it funds by loans and not by
grants. 

Concern has also been
expressed about Chinese
companies ignoring labour
laws in the countries in
which they operate. These
grumbles should be
addressed before they sour
the relations between China
and the Caribbean. A Peo-
ple’s Forum would help to
address these growing prob-
lems and establish mutual
understanding.  

In early September, the
3rd China Caribbean Eco-
nomic and Trade Coopera-
tion Forum will be held in
Trinidad and Tobago. It
will be a limited meeting.
Only nine of the fourteen
independent Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
countries will be represent-
ed. Five other CARICOM
countries that retain diplo-
matic ties to Taiwan will not
be there. And, while there
will be representation by

government ministers and
business people from China
and the nine CARICOM
countries, there will be no
wider People’s Forum of
civil society representatives
such as was held in Nairobi
between China and African
countries. 

In Nairobi, the People’s
Forum declared that they
“believe that NGOs, as an
indispensable force in the
world today, have joined
the government in provid-
ing public services, in com-
munity development and
harmonizing social relations
by providing varieties of
volunteer jobs.” They said,
“The role of NGOs is
unique in international
affairs as they make their
voices heard on different
international platforms.”
And they concluded, “We
realize that meaningful
development can only be
achieved through meaning-
ful partnership between
NGOs and their respective
governments, and by vari-
ous NGOs around the
world”.

That statement applies
equally to the wider
African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group.

Responses and previous 
commentaries at: 
www.sirronaldsanders.com 
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

Let the people speak

WORLD VIEW

SIR RONALD SANDERS

““HHoowweevveerr,, ttiieedd ttoo tthhee CChhiinneessee
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt tthhee CChhiinneessee NNGGOOss
mmiigghhtt bbee,, aatt lleeaasstt CChhiinnaa hhaass
ooppeenneedd iittss eeaarrss ttoo hheeaarriinngg
wwhhaatt NNGGOOss ((nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall
oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss)) iinn 1199 AAffrriiccaann
ssttaatteess hhaavvee ttoo ssaayy aabboouutt tthhee
AAffrriiccaa--CChhiinneessee rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp..””

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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The claims were part of a US Embassy cable recently released
by whistleblower Wikileaks. 

Mr Wilchcombe, MP for West End and Bimini, said during his
term as tourism chief he saw WHTI as a "threat" to the country's
economy. 

He claimed he had to bypass diplomats at the US Embassy in
Nassau to speak to American members of Congress on the issue. 

"The spin by then US embassy officials as alleged in Wikileaks
was a result of the steps I took after I disregarded the position of
the US embassy," Mr Wilchcombe said in a statement to The Tri-
bune.

"At the time they told me that they could not help us any further
in causing for a delay in the implementation of The Western
Hemisphere Travel Initiative and that it was out of their hands.

"I saw WHTI as an immediate and dangerous threat to our
economy. I could not sit idly by and allow the industry and the
country to perish. 

"(So) we moved with haste to open doors to help ourselves. That
we did, I must say with a little help from our friends, including
American billionaire Robert Johnson. (Mr) Johnson opened the
doors to Congressman Bennie Thompson, chairman of the Con-
gressional Committee on Homeland Security. Mr Thompson was
a tremendous help.   

"That is the true reason for the skewed and absurd version of the
facts. Egos were trampled," said the MP.

The WHTI was a US law implemented in 2007, designed to
strengthen its border security by requiring all travellers to show a
valid passport or other approved documentation when travelling
to the US from areas within the Western Hemisphere.

During the time leading up to its implementation, Mr Wilch-
combe likened its impact on the Bahamas to that of a "category six
hurricane."

However, according to the recent Wikileaks cable, the WHTI
was implemented on January 23 with "little fanfare" and no notice-
able change to tourist inflows from the United States.

The report, prepared by the then US deputy chargé d'affaires, Dr
Brent Hardt, said the only confusion arising from the WHTI
implementation was generated by Mr Wilchcombe, who travelled
to Washington on January 24 and met with Congressman Thomp-
son.

"Following his meeting, Wilchcombe triumphantly proclaimed
to the Bahamian media that his discussions with the Congressman
had resulted in a 'waiver' of the initiative and an 'extension' of the
January 23 deadline. Wilchcombe asserted that his lobbying in
Washington and relationships in Congress were responsible for his
success (which neither his Prime Minister Perry Christie nor For-
eign Minister Fred Mitchell had been able to achieve).

"This erroneous information was widely carried in local and
regional media, with Wilchcombe hailed as a regional hero in
some reports. Wilchcombe also promised additional meetings
with DHS officials during the 'extension' period in ongoing
attempts to have implementation further delayed," the cable read.

The US Embassy, the cable revealed, moved quickly to cor-
rect Mr Wilchcombe's statements, while seeking to "avoid embar-
rassment" for the senior minister by providing local media with
facts regarding the smooth implementation of WHTI and the
"common sense, flexible approach" to implementation adopted by
CBP during the initial phase-in period.

A source in the DNA
claimed Mr Moncur has
been unofficially chosen to
represent the party in the
constituency, however party
Chairman Mark Humes said
he could not confirm this
yesterday. 

Mr Moncur launched his
campaign on Facebook over
the weekend. 

"Today I am asking you
to elect me as the Member
of Parliament for the Bain
and Grants Town con-
stituency so that I can con-
tinue to serve the needs of
our community in a more
effective capacity," the long-
time Bain and Grants Town
resident posted on the social
networking website. 

When contacted for com-
ment, Mr Moncur did not
confirm if he had received
the nomination from the
new third party but said
Bain and Grants Town has
"gone DNA". 

He said if he is elected to
represent the area, he will
push for increased police
presence, indoor plumbing
in each home, and regular
garbage collection. 

"The constituency has not
been given justice in terms
of health inspection, vector
control and removal of
garbage. 

"Bain Town is dirty, Bain
Town lacks security - like
the entire Bahamas. I
believe that we have not
seen true urban renewal in

Bain Town and there are
still many residents with out-
side toilets.

"I shall be pushing in the
DNA a national water poli-
cy in which no public pumps
will be allowed, (so) every
resident will have a water
line. 

"I'm talking about a poli-
cy whereby every home is
hooked to the public water
supply and the collection of
the fee is done through a
national policy so you won't
have individuals paying indi-
vidual water bills - there will
be a national water bill." 

The death penalty advo-
cate also criticised incum-
bent representative Dr
Bernard Nottage for not
doing enough to prevent the
spread of dengue fever with-
in the community. 

"Bain and Grants Town
and southwest New Provi-
dence are the two most
affected areas with dengue
fever, and Dr Nottage has
not played his role in terms
of putting pressure on gov-
ernment to ensure that the
disease didn't break out in
(his) constituency."

Mr Moncur, former leader
of the now disbanded Work-
ers' Party, ran as leader of
that party in the Elizabeth
by-election but lost to Pro-
gressive Liberal Party mem-
ber Ryan Pinder. 

Earlier this year he joined
the DNA and has been a
vocal public supporter of
party leader and former
State Immigration Minister
Branville McCartney. 

FROM page one

ACTIVIST SEEKS DNA’S BAIN AND
GRANTS TOWN NOMINATION

RODNEY MONCUR

FORMER MINISTER HITS OUT
AT ‘SPIN’ FROM US EMBASSY

FROM page one
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By CONSTABLE 3011
MAKELLE PINDER

SOMETHING may be
wrong in your neighborhood.
There’s too much violence, or
there’s an ever-present threat.
Perhaps a child or adult you
know was robbed. Maybe
you’ve seen signs of drug deal-
ing. Maybe a string of break-
ins has you wondering what’s
coming next. You’re uneasy—
even frightened—for yourself
and your family. Perhaps noth-
ing violent has happened, but
you see warning signs—such as
graffiti, vandalism, abandoned
cars, loitering, litter—that crime
and violence may be reaching
your neighborhood soon. 

Knowing all of this; citizens
can now begin the challenge of
reducing the opportunities of
crime being committed against
them, their loved ones, friends,
property and the environment.

A SAFE HOME
Check locks on all doors.

Are they working? Are they
heavy-duty locks recommended
by your local community police
officer or your locksmith? 

External Doors. Are they
sturdy? How do they swing
from the building? Are they
hollow core doors? External
doors should always swing away
from the building. 

Sliding Doors. Are they
working properly? Can the
glass be easily shattered so as to
allow the locks to be opened
from the outside? 

Windows. Are they opened
at nights or when the family is
away from the home? Are the
operators working properly? 

Burglar Alarms. When were
last tested? Security Cameras.
Are they producing clear
images of persons or is there a
blur on the screen? 

Do your children know how
to get rid of unwanted callers
who may be attempting to
ascertain if they are home
alone.

ON THE OUTSIDE
Cut down overgrown prop-

erties and Remove derelict
vehicles 

Have abandoned buildings
either torn down or battened
down 

Be sure to report unknown
vehicles that are parked in the
neighborhood. They  may be
stolen. 

Take your local community
officers through all shortcuts
and track roads in your area.

Beware of persons claiming
that their vehicle has broken
down and that they want to use
your telephone.

Tell them you will call the
police to assist them. This
should get them leaving the
area in a hurry.

Be on the lookout for per-
sons posing as repairmen, free-
lance workers and utility work-
ers .

Look at who visit your neigh-
bors house.

Check the outside of your
home each day or as much as
possible. 

IN YOUR VEHICLE
While driving, occasionally

check your review mirror for
persons that may be following
you. 

If you are being followed dri-
ve to the nearest police station. 

If being followed, do every-
thing possible to bring atten-
tion to yourself.

If bumped from the rear and
you are not certain of the per-
sons intention, do not stop.
Where possible, increase speed
and try to get the vehicle’s reg-
istration number, colour, make
and anything that stands out.

When approaching home or
work, do not stop if you are
being followed. Have a signal
with those in the house.

Alert a family member or
significant other of your intend-
ed route.

Do not pick up hitch hikers,
even if they appear to be old
ladies or children in distress.

Once at home, do not return
to the vehicle. Items that are
not perishable must be left in
the trunk. 

Do not park your vehicle
anywhere, even at your resi-
dence with items that would be
visible to anyone, even if it has
no value to you. Always take
these items out or have them
secured in the trunk.

Should you need more infor-
mation on neighborhood safety
or if you have information per-
taining to any crime, please do
not hesitate to contact the
police at ‘919’ or Crime Stop-
pers at 328-tips   (New Provi-
dence), 1-300-8476 (Family
Island or if you know of indi-
viduals who may be in need of
counselling and emotional sup-
port please contact the Depart-
ment of Social Services hotline
number at 322-2763.

ROYAL BAHAMAS POLICE
FORCE NATIONAL CRIME

PREVENTION OFFICE 
‘NEIGHBORHOOD

SAFETY TIPS’

 



ELIZABETH MP Ryan
Pinder donated six comput-
ers to the Thelma Gibson
Primary School and school
supplies to children in his
area ahead of the start of
the new school year. 

To help prepare children
in the Elizabeth area to head
back to school, the tax attor-
ney donated school pack-
ages to area churches, school
supplies to the Elizabeth
Estates Children’s Home
and hosted a jamboree
where hundreds of school
packages were distributed
to the residents of Eliza-
beth.

Development
"A good education forms

the base of the future devel-
opment of our students, and
ultimately the future devel-
opment of our country. 

“We as representatives of
our community must
encourage and support our
area schools, and the stu-
dents in our particular con-
stituencies," Mr Pinder said.

Mr Pinder said Thelma
Gibson Primary School's
computer lab needed to

change outdated equipment.
"Earlier this year, I

remember being told that
some of the computers could
not load the software from
the Ministry of Education
because of their age.

“We cannot expect our

children to excel in school
if they are not given the
opportunity to do so. 

“I am happy to know that
the six computers donated
to Thelma Gibson Primary
School will be immediately
used in the computer lab to

give the students better
opportunities to succeed in
their education.”

Mr Pinder also awarded
the school's valedictorian
Rachea Bodie, with a lap-
top to assist with her stud-
ies.

LOCAL NEWS
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By JASMINE LOPEZ

DOZENS of children from the Engler-
ston community were treated to an after-
noon of fun and free school supplies from
Big Brother Big Sister Bahamas.

The group celebrated the closing cere-
mony of its annual summer camp at the
Englerston Park.

Rashad Amahad, managing director of
Big Brother Big Sister Bahamas, spearheads
many other programmes that focus on chil-
dren living within the Englerston con-
stituency.

"I believe that if we now go back to the
youth and we now instill in them proper
morals, standards of living ,social graces and
discipline, it would and curb crime prevent a
barrier so that children would learn how to
negotiate. If they develop this they can car-
ry it into other aspect of their lives," he said.

Paul Rolle, president of the Englerston
Organisation, said it is imperative to focus on
children before they are led astray by nega-
tive influences. 

He said: " For years what we did was
focus on the social ills of the community.
We reach out to the older people and young
people alike. In the summer we really try to
take a bite out of crime. 

“We had seven murders within the com-
munity and we recognise that if we don’t
instill the kind of principle and behaviour in
young kids it wouldn't carry on into their
adult life. In the summer we go after kids in
a big way. "

Big Brother, Big Sister taught students
computer skills, literacy and how to play
chess over the summer.

Many of the attendees of the camp
received free school supplies such books,
pencils, and bags at the ceremony.

BIGBROTHERBIGSISTER
SUMMER CAMP CLOSING CEREMONY

RASHAD AMAHAD, managing director of Big Brother Big Sister Bahamas, with children in the
Englerston constituency. The children enjoyed a day of board games, basketball and food.

TIM CLARKE/TRIBUNE STAFF

MP DONATES SIX COMPUTERS TO SCHOOL
SUPPLIES FOR THELMA GIBSON PRIMARY

ELIZABETH MP Ryan Pinder at the jamboree.
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STUDENTS of the Bain and Grants Town
community gathered at St Agnes Anglican
Church Hall on Lewis Street and Baillou Hill
Road this week to participate in the Urban
Renewal back-to-school preparation cere-
mony and some last minute summer fun and
togetherness.

The youngsters were entertained by Derek
and Charlie the Yellow Bahamian, who
offered words of wisdom and timely food for
thought before the new school year begins.

Rev Bryn MacPhail of St Andrew’s Pres-
byterian Kirk delivered the keynote message,
advising students to work toward good grades
and prepare themselves for “a life of great-
ness”.

From St Agnes Church Hall, the students
lined up at the Bain and Grants Town Urban
Renewal Centre to receive their school sup-
plies. 

Diana Bullard, manager of Bain and Grants

Town Urban Renewal Programme, and the
centre’s staff were assisted by Rev MacPhail,
Earla Bethel and Andre Chappelle of St
Andrew’s Presbyterian Kirk.

REV BRYN MACPHAIL of St Andrew’s Presbyterian Kirk hands out school supplies.

BAIN AND GRANTS TOWN URBAN RENEWAL AND 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS’ BACK-TO-SCHOOL CEREMONY

DEREK AND CHARLIE the Yellow Bahamian entertain
the children while imparting words of wisdom.

on roadsides and in settlements, potentially able to spread dengue
fever if it reaches the island.

“There's a lot of damage, almost everybody has some kind of
roof damage,” he said.

“Some houses that are utterly destroyed.
The Rainbow House it looks like somebody smashed it.
“Food and water are getting around to people, and there's a lot

of rebuilding, but getting power back on is going to be a big thing.
In the south there's a lot of poles down and I haven't seen anything
going on down there as far as putting up any poles or restoring
lines.”

As the PLP tour group drove through Old Bight, people were lin-
ing up to fill their bottles with water being distributed by local vol-
unteers from the back of a truck.

“We’re trying to work with all of the organizations to do what we
can,” Rusty told The Tribune.

“The main thing is to just get a handle on the organization.
Trying to get someone to organize, to get everyone together and do
what’s best for who really needs the help.”

As the PLP members praised their efforts Senator Halkitis
added: “We don't want the government agencies to look and see
some self-help effort that is going on and take that as an indication
that people here don't need help and urgently.

“Much of the island is still without power, we know BEC is
doing their best, we just want to make sure that these people are
not forgotten. They are away from New Providence and we don't
want it to be that they are out of sight, out of mind.”

FROM page two

FLORABELL RAMSEY'S home was demolished by the hurricane.

HURRICANE RELIEF 
REACHES CAT ISLAND

INMATES WORK ON STUDENTS’ HAIR FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENTS have their hair styled ahead of the new school year at the Hair Trim and Braid Day. The initiative allows inmates at Her
Majesty’s Prison to give back to the community by working on the hair of students from the Eastern area.
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business 
Editor

THE financial services
industry “needs a major
game changer” such as
allowing foreign attorneys
to practice from this nation
in non-Bahamian legal mat-
ters, a leading accountant
telling Tribune Business this
was critical to attracting the
ultra high net worth individ-
uals necessary to revive the

economy.
Raymond Winder, man-

aging partner at Deloitte &
Touche (Bahamas), said
such moves were necessary

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A WELL-KNOWN Bahamian financial ser-
vices provider is targeting Freeport for a fashion
orders fulfillment business that will launch next
May once its associated website goes live, a
project that will create at least 10-15 jobs.

While declining to specify the level of invest-
ment involved, Owen Bethel, head of the Nas-
sau-based Montaque Group, and the driving
force behind the Islands of the World Fashion
Week, told Tribune Business that the ExÎles
Boutique online store, which will be affiliated
with the latter, “has the greatest potential of all”
planned new initiatives.

While Islands of the World was seeking to
become a more exclusive event in terms of the
number of designers permitted to exhibit, Mr
Bethel said ExÎles Boutique would be open to
all Bahamian and ‘small island-based design-
ers’ once their products were of a certain qual-
ity.

Once this standard was reached, the online
store would provide an outlet for their designs
to be sold around the world, guaranteeing a
certain level of sales.

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

PUBLIC-PRIVATE part-
nerships (PPPs) are “a logi-
cal solution” to the Bahamas’
$2-$2.1 billion infrastructure
needs given the Governmen-
t’s fiscal woes, a leading
KPMG (Bahamas) executive
adding that current projects
would make this nation’s
economy “so much more
competitive”.

Simon Townend, a KPMG
(Bahamas) partner and man-

aging director of its KPMG
Corporate Finance arm, told
Tribune Business that if this
nation ignored the need to
upgrade and repair critical
infrastructure, it would not

only fail to meet its own pop-
ulation’s demands but “start
losing business” to other juris-
dictions.

Speaking ahead of KPMG’s
upcoming Miami conference

on the infrastructure chal-
lenges faced by small island
developing nation, such as
those in the Caribbean, Mr
Townend said two major
Bahamian infrastructure pro-
jects - the $409.5 million Lyn-
den Pindling International
Airport (LPIA) redevelop-
ment and $80 million Arawak
Cay port - could not have
been done without the PPP
model.

Both developments will be

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government has been urged to
“pursue” all taxes due to it under the
existing system rather implement new
ones to combat its fiscal woes, a leading
accountant calling on it to “go full force”
in plugging all loopholes.

* Top accountant urges
leading foreign attorneys
be allowed to practice
from Bahamas 
* Says key to attracting the
wealthy to domicile here

‘GAME CHANGER’
NOW ESSENTIAL IN
FINANCIAL SECTOR

RAYMOND WINDER,
managing partner at Deloitte

& Touche (Bahamas)

SEE page 6B

PPP ‘LOGICAL SOLUTION’ TO BAHAMAS’
$2.1 BILLION INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS

* Top KPMG executive says current projects
will make Bahamas ‘much more competitive’
* LPIA, Arawak Cay port ‘could not have
been done in way they have’ without PPP
* Energy, hospital ideal for PPP model

SEE page 5BSIMON TOWNEND

GOV’T URGED: ‘GO
FULL FORCE’ OVER

CURRENT TAXES
* Top accountant calls for loophole
closure, rather than new or
increased taxes
* Urges focus on real property taxes,
hotel/firms being sold
* Says switch to income tax/VAT could
earn less due to compliance woes

SEE page 7B

* Project to create 10-15 jobs 
if comes to fruition

* Owen Bethel says project 
and affiliated website have
‘greatest potential of all’
Islands of the World initiatives

SEE page 4B

OIL PRODUCTION
STILL YEARS AWAY

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

IT WILL take five-eight
years from the discovery of
commercially recoverable
quantities of oil in Bahamian
waters to begin production, a
Bahamas-based oil explo-
ration company executive has
said, while still pointing out
that Trinidad & Tobago’s
unemployment rate was “half
that of the Bahamas”.

Moving to manage expec-
tations of any immediate mass
oil production in the
Bahamas, Dr Paul Gucwa, the
Bahamas Petroleum Compa-
ny’s chief operating officer,
nevertheless said the compa-
ny’s work - if everything
worked out - had the poten-
tial to transform the Bahami-
an economy and the Govern-
ment’s finances through
much-needed diversification.

With the company expect-
ing to open negotiations with
major international oil com-
panies over a joint venture
exploration/well drilling part-
nership in the 2011 fourth
quarter, and seeking to drill
its first Bahamian exploration
well in late 2012, Dr Gucwa
said each well required an
$120-$150 million investment.

“From the time we would
drill our first well and have
indications there’s a signifi-
cant recovery to the time we
go to production will be in the
order of five, six, eight years,”
Dr Gucwa told Tribune Busi-
ness. “There will likely be
more than one well required
before we know if we have a
commercial discovery. In that
time, people will be trained
to take those jobs.”

Dr Gucwa said that
between the 1950s-1980s,
some five test wells were
drilled in Bahamian waters.
All showed the presence of
hydrocarbons (meaning oil),
but not in commercial quan-
tities.

Yet Bahamas Petroleum
Company had learned from

* Five-eight year time
lag after confirmed 
discovery
* Trinidad ‘best 
example’ for Bahamas
of what could be
* Can co-exist with
tourism

SEE page 7B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

HURRICANE IRENE has “underscored” the
need for the Bahamas to build up sufficient public
finance reserves to cope with natural disasters, the
head of the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF)
mission to this nation saying this reality reinforced
the need for ‘fiscal consolidation’.

Gene Leon, in a series of replies to e-mailed Tri-
bune Business questions, said: “The frequent occur-
rence of hurricanes in the region underscores the
need to build sufficient reserves to provide buffers
against weather-related devastation.”

And, in a reference to the Bahamas’ current fis-
cal position and the IMF’s prodding of the Gov-
ernment to set the national debt and fiscal deficit
back on a more sustainable path, he added: “The
need for buffers provides additional support for a
strong medium-term fiscal consolidation strategy.”

Mr Leon declined to give any projections as to
Irene’s likely impact on the Fund’s estimates for the
Bahamas’ key fiscal indicators, the IMF having
previously estimated that the central government
deficit could hit 5.25 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP) this fiscal year.

This, the Fund said, was coming after the 2010-

IMF: IRENE ‘UNDERSCORES’
FISCAL BUFFER REQUIREMENT

SEE page 2B

 



By SIMON COOPER
Res Socius

THE French like to
remind us that the more
things change, the more they
remain the same. I person-
ally think that “plus ça
change, plus c'est la même
chose” (if I got my school-
boy French right) applies to
people and not to progress.
This is because computers
and many other things have
changed a great deal since I
owned my first keyboard
(although they may some-
times frustrate us at least as
much).

Change has brought us
many benefits. Take the
elaborate early warning sys-
tems that tipped us off that

Hurricane Irene was on its
way, and allowed us time to
prepare. I wonder how our
seafaring ancestors felt when
storms like that bore down

upon them from the hori-
zon. They certainly were
brave pioneers. Would that
we had that pioneering spir-
it in the same intensity, too.

Businesspeople also have
to be brave innovators. They
need tight rigging of a dif-
ferent kind to weather the
storms of sudden competi-
tion. I personally think the
ones who will survive will
be those who benefit best
from emerging technology.
Just like the sailors who
turned to steel-hulled sail-
ing ships in the late 18th cen-
tury.

Experts think these are
some of the more important
changes that lie ahead of us
as businesspeople. Will we
surf these waves with ease,
or founder on the rocks

instead, I wonder. 

* eBusiness will become
the defining business strate-
gy and indicator of success

* Serving eCustomers will
continue around the clock,
as will business hours

* Virtual warehousing and
just-in-time shipping will
give the next generation of
customers a far wider range
of choices

* The Internet will con-
tinue to become the prime
meeting place for suppliers
and their customers.

* Stock-flow will become
as important as cash flow in
a world of widely-dispersed
customers and click-through
marketers.

* Browser preferences will
promote customer loyalty
among an increasingly dis-

parate customer base.

* Customers will, howev-
er, also become more fickle
as competing web technolo-
gies seduce them away.

* Manufacturers will sup-
ply directly to end-users,
with retailers gradually
being reduced to the role of
facilitator.

There are too many exam-
ples of businesses that
missed the bus to take these
signs lightly. Remember
IBM, which refused to buy
out Microsoft for just a few
dollars? Everywhere, pro-
gressive thinkers are grasp-
ing new opportunities enthu-
siastically in order to survive
and grow.

Does this sound like the
Bahamas? I hope it does
some day. That’s because we
do not have enough home-
based customers to sustain
the revenues we need to

build our dreams, and there-
fore we must trade. Many
of our foreign customers will
continue to be tourists. Am
I dreaming when I wonder
whether Internet customers
might not perhaps someday
become the larger group?
Drop me a line and tell me
what you think about this
challenge.

NB: Res Socius was
founded by Simon Cooper
in 2009, and is a business
brokerage authorised by the
Bahamas Investment
Authority. 

He has extensive private
and public SME experience,
and was formerly chief exec-
utive of a publicly-traded
investment company. He
was awarded an MBA with
distinction by Liverpool
University in 2005. Contact
him on 636-8831 or write to
simon.cooper@ressocius.co
m.
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2011 deficit “widened” to
around 4.75 per cent of GDP,
with central government debt
hitting more than 50 per cent
at the end of this fiscal year.

Mr Leon, though, acknowl-
edged that Irene-related dam-
age and repairs that have to
be financed by the Govern-
ment might widen the 2011-
2012 projected deficit.

Deficit
“Increased expenditure for

reconstruction is likely to
increase the deficit, but a new
projection is not feasible at
this stage,” he told Tribune
Business. “The Fund supports
expenditures for reconstruc-
tion from natural disasters. In
fact, the Fund provides emer-
gency assistance, under its
Emergency Natural Disaster
Assistance program, to help
countries afflicted by natural

disasters meet immediate for-
eign exchange financing
needs.”

As for Irene’s likely impact
on the Bahamas’ projected
economic growth for 2011,
which the IMF had raised to
close to 2 per cent, Mr Leon
said it was “premature and
difficult to answer this ques-
tion accurately”.

He added: “First, we need
an assessment of the damage,
including on which islands and
what was damaged. For exam-
ple, in the Family Islands,
where both the public (roads,
ports, airports) and private
infrastructure (cruise docking
ports, hotels, and vacation
rental facilities) were dam-
aged, air and cruise arrivals
will likely slow in the short-
term, dampening growth
prospects. 

“On the other hand, an
immediate start to recon-
struction could boost GDP
growth, especially if it is ‘addi-
tional’ to what was planned

before. Similarly, if the recon-
struction was completed
before the high season, that
could minimise the impact on
tourism. 

Projects
“Further, with less damage

on New Providence and Par-
adise Island, the main foreign
direct investment projects and
tourism activity will likely
continue at projected levels,
supporting growth projections.

“Any revisions to the
growth forecast should await
an assessment of the damage
and discussion with the
authorities. While some Fam-
ily Islands suffered significant
damage, tourism activity and
large projects in New Provi-
dence are expected to remain
on track. Separate from hur-
ricane damage, risks to global
outlook (in particular, lower
US growth) could weigh on
the growth projection for the
Bahamas.”

NET-TING A LARGER CUSTOMER BASE

By RICHARD COULSON

IN TRIBUNE BUSINESS on
September 1, Mike Anderson,
president of RoyalFidelity Mer-
chant Bank & Trust, in saying
that market smaking by securi-
ties dealers is “more a dream
than a reality”, gave the reason
that “there’s no profit in it”. This
poor-mouthing in my opinion is
strange, coming from a firm that
handled Commonwealth Brew-
ery’s share offering, where the
Government - through the
National Insurance Board -
underwrote the manager’s fail-
ure to place the full $65 million.
For this risk-free exercise, his firm earned a
flat, non-performance, fee of $1.25 million.
Nothing left  to help make a market?

Mr Anderson argues that the only solu-
tion to greater liquidity is expanding share-
holder bases, and getting more buyers and
sellers. Maybe, but how to get there? When
I asked about liquidity at the launch of the
Brewery sale, he told me this deal would be
different from the past: The unprecedented
size of the offering combined with   wide
retail distribution would assure trading. 

As he later admitted, this didn’t happen.
BISX’s own figures show the recent trade of
a measly 300 shares. If the $65 million Brew-
ery offering can’t give a jolt to the sec-
ondary market, what can? Some $8 million
from the Arawak Cay port?  Hardly. It can
be only accomplished by securities firms
becoming active traders.. 

Since by tradition Bahamas dealer-man-
agers never take underwriting risks in the

primary market of launching
securities offerings, while earning
handsome fees, it’s only fair that
they assume some risk by taking
market-making positions in the
after-market. 

Mr Anderson tells us that in
the Bahamas “we’re not a trad-
ing market, we’re an investment
market”  In saying that, he is
shattering the whole objective of
a mature capital market, where
investment by the public cannot
exist without trading. 

They are two sides of the same
indivisible coin. Of course, we
are told, most Bahamian
investors have the “buy and

hold” mentality, with no interest in trad-
ing. If  public offerings were designed just
for them, we might as well abolish BISX
and forget about liquidity completely. 

In fact, many Bahamians do want to sell.
The BISX figures for Commonwealth Bank,
our most actively traded company, show
sell orders for 199,687 shares, at $6.97,
against buy orders for only 5,000 shares at
$6.30. These sellers are, in effect, locked
in, for a not negligible amount of nearly
$1.4 million. Effective market-makers could
arbitrage part of the difference of only 67
cents per share, and take positions to
arrange transactions  somewhere in the mid-
dle, 

Without some form of improved liquidi-
ty, investor interest could dry up even for
solid companies.  

Market-making may be only a dream
now, but so is everything that has not yet
been tried.

ILLIQUID MARKET
COULD ‘DRY UP’

SIMON COOPER

RICHARD COULSON

IMF: HURRICANE IRENE 
‘UNDERSCORES’ FISCAL
BUFFER REQUIREMENT
FROM page one



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

BAHAMIAN retailers
said the impact of Hurri-
cane Irene failed to slow
down the traditional Back-
To-School rush leading up
to the opening of the new
school year.

Back to School sales are
traditionally the second
busiest period of the year
for retailers behind the
Christmas season. Char-
maine Daley, manager of
John’s Department Store
on Carmichael Road, told
Tribune Business that com-
merce had not slowed down
due to the hurricane at all. 

“The Friday after the
hurricane we came back to
work, and we still had the
same amount of customers
we always had. Business
was still the same. We’re
still busy. I think we’re
going to be bombarded on
Saturday. We’ll be open on
Sunday to cater to the very
last minute shoppers.”

Williams Higgs, manager
of Sandy’s at the Mall at
Marathon, added: “Things
could always be better but
we’re doing quite well.
After the hurricane busi-
ness picked right back up. I
don’t know if we made up
for the lost days but we did
pretty well. Things really
picked up from Monday,
and we will be open on
Sunday as well from 1pm
to 6pm to accommodate all
the customera who could-
n’t get here through the
week.”

Book World and Station-
ers was also bombarded

with last-minute shoppers
caught up in the Back to
School rush, an employee
confirmed to Tribune Busi-
ness. 

“Things are very busy
right now,” the employee
said. Business was also said
to be picking up at Lorene’s
on Madeira Street, but the
story was different at 
the outlet’s downtown loca-
tion.

Diane Barr, manager of
Lorene’s on Bay Street,
told Tribune Business that
while she had seen a
“steady flow” of customers,
it was not as great as that
being experienced by oth-
er stores. Mrs Barr said she
believes this is a result of
the emergence of shopping
centres in residential areas.

“I think it’s because of
the number of shopping
centres we now have in
some of the residential
areas. 

“We used to get a lot of
traffic from out of the south
and Carmichael Road. It’s
been a steady flow,” she
added.
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By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

LUMBER yards are facing challenges replenishing
their inventory due to the increased demand for  sup-
plies in the wake of Hurricane Irene, Tribune Busi-
ness has learned. 

Several companies contacted by this newsaper said
they were facing challenges replenishing their inven-
tory, as demand for supplies spiked prior to Hurri-
cane Irene and after the storm.

Anthony Roberts, purchasing manager at City
Lumber Yard, told Tribune Business: “During the
two days leading up to the storm we had a good deal
of plywood and other materials people use to protect
their homes. 

“People did step up and take precautions. The chal-
lenge right now is replenishing the plywood and shin-
gles that people are using for their repairs. We had
some come in last week, and hope to have some come
in this week.

Boost
“We had quite a few orders go out this week. We

are experiencing a little boost in sales, but we don’t
look to hurricanes to give us business. We would
rather not have those at all.”

Chris Lleida, chief exeutive of Premier Importers,
told Tribune Business: “ In a lot of ways business has
picked up a bit. There are a lot of restoration supplies
that are abnormal to the normal order of business as
of late. 

“It’s been a challenge to get inventory levels up to
meet this demand. It requires a little time to get the
inventory levels up. A lot of roofing materials have
been going to the islands affected. We are hoping by
Monday after next to have quite a bit of inventory
in.”

Kelly’s Lumber Yard manager, Daniel Culmer, said
he expecte to be back up to speed in two weeks.
“Within two weeks I should be back up to speed. I
had plywood come in this week, and we do a good
volume with lumber,” he said. 

“A lot of people are looking for shingles, the three
tab shingles. I don’t thing anyone on the island has
any left. We have to get those straight from the man-
ufacturer. I ordered a shipment before the hurricane
and they should be in next week.”

Raymond Collins, general manager of Tops Lum-
ber Yard, told Tribune Business: “There’s been a
high demand for shingles and roofing materials. We
have a lot of orders coming out of Long Island and
Eleuthera. Inventory was looking very bad, but things
just started to come in yesterday and today. I should
be stocked by the end of next week.”

LUMBER SUPPLIERS IN
INVENTORY CHALLENGE

Irene fails to dent
school return sales



“We will have in place
quality control systems in
the boutique, along with
merchandising and selec-

tion of the product [to be
displayed],” Mr Bethel told
Tribune Business. “We will
certainly be able to guar-
antee a high standard will
be maintained.”

The Montaque Group
head, who is also president
of the Islands of the World
Show organiser, Modes
Iles, an affiliated company,
confirmed to this newspa-
per that the intent was to
domicile the online bou-
tique in the Bahamas,
together with its order ful-
fillment facilities.

“We are looking at the
utilization of the Freeport
Port area in terms of bring-
ing and storing the mer-
chandise for onward ship-
ping, and fulfillment of the
orders,” Mr Bethel told
Tribune Business.

Jobs
“We’re looking at the

Bahamas, and if it’s not
productive or cost effec-
tive, we’ll be looking at ful-
fillment houses in the US.
Certainly, in terms of the
fulfillment, if we’re able to
do it more effectively from
the Bahamas,  I ’d have
thought at least 10-15 jobs
will be created.

“It is a high-tech, state-
of-the-art, modern facility,
which a Bahamian group is
spearheading.” 

Mr Bethel said the
ExÎles Boutique online
store would go live in May
2012, with testing occurring
in February, its launch tim-
ing coinciding with Islands
of the World’s May show-
ing.

Mr Bethel’s  plans,
together with moves by fel-
low Nassau-based busi-
nessman, Robert Myers, to
establish an auto parts
export/import business in
Freeport,  give further
encouragement that the
vision for the city to
become a logistics/distrib-
ution hub for the region
may yet be realised.

Explaining why he and
ExÎles Boutique were look-
ing at Freeport, Mr Bethel
told Tribune Business:
“Because the facilities are
there, Freeport being cre-
ated primarily as a transit
point, a container facility

in terms of orders being
brought in properly segre-
gated for onward shipping,
and the legal avoidance of
import and export duties.

“It allows us to have con-
trol to make sure the dis-
tribution is done.”

Mr Bethel was speaking
to Tribune Business after
Islands of the World
unveiled a restructured for-

mat that meant it will not
be holding a November
2011 showing. Explaining
that this had been can-
celled to provide more
time to execute the restruc-
turing, Mr Bethel said that
from 2012 Islands of the
World would be held twice
annually -  in May and
November.

The event in May will

highlight designer resort,
sports and swim wear and
accessories. November will
feature designer couture,
pret-a-porter and casual
wear and accessories.

And, aiming to build on
the television show that
originated with the 2010
Islands of the World Fash-
ion Week, Mr Bethel said
negotiations over a six-part
reality documentary -
designed to feature design-
ers are their respective
countries - were “going
exceptionally well”.

“We’re looking at a syn-
dicated show internation-
ally, and possibly DirecTV
and Cable in the US, so
we’re trying to tie down
the rights and everything
associated with that,” he
added.

Format
In his statement on the

new format, Mr Bethel
said: “The new format will
definitely enhance the pro-
motion and exposure of the
designers in innovative
ways, ultimately with the
intent of making it a com-
mercially viable avenue for
them to be able to trans-
form their creativity into
sales. 

“The state-of-the-art
online store and marketing
thrust offered through that
medium will give designers
an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to introduce and sell
their designs to previously
untapped markets. 

“ExÎles will itself invite
special designers to pro-
duce l ines of clothing
under its proprietary label.
The successful Islands of
the World Fashion Tour to
key cities and trade events,
which was introduced in
2010, will continue as a
promotional tool.”

Some 70 designers from
the Bahamas and other
small island states have
been featured since Islands
of the World Fashion
Week started.
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Montaque Group

        



highlighted as ‘model PPP
examples’ at the September
22-23 conference, and Mr
Townend said the Bahamas
could expand the concept to
upcoming infrastructure
needs - a full replacement for
the Princess Margaret Hospi-
tal (PMH) and the Bahamas
Electricity Corporation
(BEC) - if the specific agree-
ments between the Govern-
ment and private sector part-
ners were structured correct-
ly.

PPPs are an economic mod-
el that typically involves the
Government partnering with
private investors, who provide
the capital and management
expertise for a specific pro-
ject under what is usually a
design, build, maintain and
operate (sometimes own)
contract.

Besides assets such as air-
ports and ports, PPPs have
been established for sectors
such as healthcare, education
and roads.

“It’s going to be very
important,” Mr Townend told
Tribune Business of the PPP
model to the Bahamas, espe-
cially given the restrictions
the expanding national debt
and deficits will impose on
government financing of
infrastructure projects.

“Look at the hospital
[PMH],” the KPMG execu-
tive added. “Ultimately, a
new hospital will be needed
at some point. It’s a huge pro-
ject for Nassau, and the
Bahamas. It will be in the
hundreds and hundreds of
millions to build a new facili-
ty.”

The Government had orig-
inally hoped to use the pro-
ceeds from the Bahamas
Telecommunications Compa-
ny’s (BTC) privatisation to
construct a PMH replace-
ment, but the rapidly expand-
ing national debt ultimately
took priority. A $40 million
project to extend PMH is cur-
rently out to bid with con-
tractors.

Pointing out that KPMG
had just advised the Bermuda
government on the selection
of a private consortium to
finance and construct a new
hospital worth several hun-

dred million dollars, Mr Tow-
nend said the Bahamas could
also use a PPP model in its
energy sector.

“We’re already seeing BEC
having major challenges, and
at the same time it is having to
contend with high oil prices,”
he added. 

“You’ve got a combination
of BEC having difficulty cop-
ing with demand, and oil
prices going one way, which is
up.”

This all pointed to the need
to introduce renewable
sources into BEC’s electricity
production mix, something
that required the acceptance
of privately-owned indepen-
dent power producers (IPPs)
selling energy to the state-
owned power producer.

“You need specialists in
these areas to come in and
partner with government to
make that happen” Mr Tow-
nend explained. “The energy
sector, over the next few
years, will undergo a complete
reinvention, which will only
happen if private capital
comes to the fore........ There’s
lots of areas where the
Bahamas could benefit going
forward.”

He cited education, point-
ing to experiences in other
countries where specialist pri-
vate consortiums had taken
over responsibility for design-
ing, financing, building and
maintaining school buildings
and facilities. The UK had led
the way on this with its Build-
ing Schools for the Future
programme, allowing govern-
ment ministries  to focus on
education, rather than school
maintenance and security.

Asked whether the
Bahamas’ $4.3 billion nation-
al debt, and its rapid increase
over the past few years, were
impetus enough for this
nation to turn to the PPP
model, Mr Townend replied:
“That is a major reason for
government turning to this

model, but not the only rea-
son.

“Not having the money to
keep up with the demands of
society and demands of serv-
ing international business, it’s
going to be very difficult to
sustain both.”

However, acknowledging
that PPP “has seen some dis-
asters”, with some agreements
ending badly, Mr Townend
said it was critical for the
Bahamian government to find
both the right private sector
partner and “get the
risk/reward structure right”.
Failing to properly identify
and share risks, and imple-
ment proper penalties and
incentives, were key factors
in PPP failures.

“Certainly, with the debt
levels the way they are, PPP is
a logical solution if it’s done
right,” Mr Townend told Tri-
bune Business. 

Acknowledging that there
was an ongoing debate as to
whether the Government
should focus on infrastructure
or social issues as its capital
expenditure priority, Mr Tow-
nend said he believed the
Bahamas needed to do both
simultaneously.

Referring to the various
ongoing projects, he
explained: “Once this infra-
structure is in place, it will
make the Bahamas so much
more competitive, and the
more competitive you are, the
more the jobs you will create,
and the more economy activ-
ity you will generate, which
ultimately has a trickle down
effect to every Bahamian.

“The indirect benefits are
very large, but you have to
get it in place before people
start to appreciate that. Infra-
structure development can’t
solve social issues; there are
numerous factors involved,
but if you don’t do anything
and ignore infrastructure
you’re going to start losing
business.”

Mr Townend said private
feedback he had received sug-
gested the Bahamas was per-
ceived as “stepping ahead of
the pack when it comes to
infrastructure development”.

He added that the LPIA
redevelopment and Arawak
Cay port “probably could not
have been done, if not in the
way they were” without a
PPP-type structure.

Pointing out that Nassau’s
port and airport were the two
main entry points to the
Bahamas, with the former
used for onward shipping of
Family Island-bound goods,
Mr Townend said the LPIA
structure with the Nassau Air-
port Development Company
(NAD) and Vancouver Air-
port Services had brought in
private sector management
and “ring fenced” the $409.5
million financing from the
Government’s finances (the
Ingraham administration did
ultimately kick-in $50 million
of taxpayer funds to get the
initial round away).

As for the Arawak Cay
port, Mr Townend said the
PPP model had not only
brought the shipping indus-
try together to leave down-
town Nassau, but also meant
the Government did not
“have to put up much money,
while at the same time retain-
ing influence on critical mat-
ters.

“They [the Government]
own the land, and there are
a lot of matters the Govern-
ment has to approve. They
managed to undertake an $80
million project by only putting

in $20 million of government
money, while retaining a lot
of influence and not selling
the land. That would not have
happened if not for PPP.”

Mr Townend, who said his
previous estimate of the
Bahamas’ infrastructure
needs at $2-$2.1 billion
appeared to be holding true,

said many small island
economies had structured
previous PPP deals incorrect-
ly or been “wary” of the mod-
el.

As a result, they had either
“put off” critical projects or
incurred more public debt
that put them further behind
the clock.
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if the Bahamian economy
was to grow at a rate high
enough to absorb the
38,000 Bahamians who
were either listed as unem-
ployed, or ‘not looking’ for
work, in the Department
of Statistics’  May 2011

Labour Force survey. Not
to mention the 5,000
school leavers graduating
high school every year.

“I really think that in the
financial services sector we

need to look at  major
game changer in terms of
attracting investors,” Mr
Winder told Tribune Busi-
ness.

“I really think a major

game changer would be to
allow foreign lawyers to
come in and work on for-
eign legal  matters,  not
Bahamian legal matters.
Their work permits would
restrict them to working on
US, Chinese or Canadian
legal  matters and such
like.”

Given that the ultra high
net worth individuals who
form the backbone of the
Bahamian financial ser-
vices industry’s clients typ-
ically rely on a single trust-
ed attorney for advice,
allowing these so-called
‘rainmakers’ or key busi-
ness drivers to base them-
selves in this nation could
entice their clients to fol-
low them - and their assets
- and live in the Bahamas
as their primary domicile.

“It’s a way of attracting
individuals of significant
wealth, and it would be to
or advantage if we have
[attorneys] l ike that
because they’d be driving
potential clients to our
marketplace that would not
be attracted otherwise,”
Mr Winder added. “There
are significant benefits to
all of that.

“We’ve got to do a major
game changer,  because
we’ve been handling regu-
latory stuff for the last five
years, and that’s not going
to cut it in terms of gener-
ating employment for the
sector.”

It is  easy to see why
financial services, as the
Bahamian economy’s sec-
ond pillar, should be tar-

geted to generate the
growth rates the economy
needs from both a job cre-
ation and public finances
perspective. 

Its spin-off effects into
other economic sectors are
significant, given that the
average salaries in the
domestic and offshore
banking segments -  at
$46,22 and $82,142 - are
well in excess of average
per capita income. 

In short, financial ser-
vices and related sectors
are perceived as contain-
ing all the top jobs.

Mr Winder, meanwhile,
acknowledged questions
were likely to be asked as
to why foreign accountants
should not be allowed to
practice from the Bahamas,
given the logic of allowing
international attorneys to
base themselves here.

He said, though, that
Bahamian accountants
were already qualified to
practice internationally, so
there was no need for their
foreign counterparts to
come here, as they could
not provide a service not
already catered to.

Besides, Mr Winder said:
“Accountants are not real-
ly drivers of this [financial
services]  business,  but
lawyers dealing in non-
Bahamian matters are dri-
vers of wealth management
individuals. I cannot see us
making headway and
enjoying substantial growth
unless we look at that.”

Asked about the asser-
tion by the international

credit  ratings agency,
Moody’s, that the Bahamas
will be unable to ‘grow its
way out of’ its unemploy-
ment and $4.3 bil l ion
national debt predicament,
given that this nation had
grown its gross domestic
product (GDP) by just a
collective 6 per cent over
the past decade,  Mr
Winder said he believed it
possible for the economy
to still generate the neces-
sary expansion rate.

“I would agree that we
are going to need a signifi-
cant level of growth to
make a meaningful reduc-
tion in those numbers,” the
Deloitte & Touche manag-
ing partner said. 

“The kind of growth rate
we had in the 1990s, 6-7
per cent.”

While it was “not impos-
sible” for the Bahamian
economy to achieve that,
Mr Winder said that first
the “atmosphere has to
change”. By this he meant
that Bahamians had to
overcome their suspicion
and mistrust of foreign
direct investment, as the
domestic economy would
not generate enough
growth to accomplish this
task.

“We don’t sound like a
country that has come to
grips with an appreciation
of how important it is to
attract capital and invest-
ment from foreigners,” Mr
Winder told Tribune Busi-
ness.

“There are a lot  of
Bahamians who believe we
need to empower Bahami-
ans to grow out of this
problem. 

“But the only way to
grow out of this is by hav-
ing substantial, and signifi-
cant, foreign investment -
not from investors build-
ing hotels, but from the
standpoint of attracting
individuals of significant
means, who are not reliant
on the domestic economy
to support themselves, to
come and l ive in the
Bahamas.”
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Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

 



NEW YORK
Associated Press

THE GOVERNMENT
on Friday sued 17 finan-
cial firms, including the
largest U.S. banks, for sell-
ing Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac billions of dollars
worth of mortgage-backed
securities that turned toxic
when the housing market
collapsed.

Among those targeted
by the lawsuits were Bank
of America Corp., Citi-
group Inc. ,  JP Morgan
Chase & Co., and Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc.

Large European banks
including The Royal Bank
of Scotland, Barclays Bank
and Credit Suisse were
also sued.

The lawsuits were filed
by the Federal Housing
Finance Agency. It over-
sees Fannie and Freddie,
the two agencies that buy
mortgages loans and mort-
gage securities issued by
the lenders.

The total price tag for
the mortgage-backed secu-
rities sold to Fannie and
Freddie by the f irms
named in the lawsuits :
$196 billion.

The government didn't
say how much it is seeking
in damages. It said it wants
to have the securities sales
canceled and wants to be
compensated for lost prin-
cipal, interest payments as
well as for attorney fees.

The government action
is a big blow to the banks,
many of which have seen
their stock prices fall to
levels not seen since the
financial crisis in 2008 and
2009. Until now, the stocks
have been undermined
mostly by unrelated wor-
ries about the U.S. and
European economies.

Damaging
It is particularly damag-

ing to Bank of America,
which bought Countrywide
Financial Corp. in 2008
and Merrill Lynch in 2009.
All three are being sepa-
rately sued by the govern-
ment for mortgage-backed
security sales totaling $57.5
billion.

After Bank of America,
JPMorgan Chase was list-
ed in the lawsuits with the
second-highest total at $33
bil l ion.  Royal  Bank of
Scotland followed at $30.4
billion.

Bank of America has
already paid $12.7 billion
this year to settle similar
claims. Last month insurer
American International
Group Inc. sued the bank
for more than $10 billion
for al legedly sel l ing i t

faulty mortgage invest-
ments.

In a statement Friday,
Bank of America rejected
the claims in the govern-
ment's lawsuits.

Fannie and Freddie
invested heavily in the
mortgage-backed securi-
ties even after their regu-
lator said they didn't have
the needed risk-manage-
ment capabilities, the bank
said. "Despite this, (Fan-
nie and Freddie) are now
seeking to hold other mar-
ket participants responsi-
ble for their losses," it said.

Bank stocks fell sharply
on Friday as news of the
government's  lawsuits
emerged. Bank of America
tumbled 8.3 percent, JP
Morgan Chase fell 4.6 per-
cent, Citigroup lost 5.3
percent, Goldman shed off
4.5 percent and Morgan
Stanley's ended down 5.7
percent.

Residential mortgage-
backed securities bundled
pools of mortgages into

complex investments. They
collapsed after the real-
estate bust and helped fuel
the financial crisis in late
2008.

Documents
The FHFA said the

mortgage-backed securi-
ties were sold to Fannie
and Freddie based on doc-
uments that "contained
misstatements and omis-
sions of material facts con-
cerning the quality of the
underlying mortgage loans,
the creditworthiness of the
borrowers, and the prac-
tices used to originate such
loans."

The FHFA filed a simi-
lar lawsuit in July against
Swiss bank UBS AG, seek-
ing to recoup more than
$900 million in losses from
mortgage-backed securi-
ties.

Also sued Friday were
are Ally Financial Inc., for-
merly known GMAC

LLC, Deutsche Bank AG,
First Horizon National
Corp., General Electric
Co., HSBC North America
Holdings Inc. ,  Morgan
Stanley, Nomura Holding
America Inc., and Societe
Generale.

JPMorgan, Goldman,
Cit igroup and Morgan
Stanley declined to com-
ment on the lawsuits. Ally
Financial said in a state-
ment said the governmen-
t's "claims are meritless,
and the company intends
to defend its  posit ion
aggressively." 

A spokeswoman for
First  Horizon said the
bank intends to "vigorous-
ly defend" itself.

Ken Thomas, a Miami-
based banking consultant
and economist,  said he
expects the banks to settle
soon with the government.

"This will be nothing but
a distraction to them and
the quicker you sett le
something like this the bet-
ter," he said.
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FEDS SUE BIG BANKS
OVER SALES OF
RISKY INVESTMENTS 

BANK OF AMERICA'S headquarters are shown in Charlotte, N.C. The government has sued the nation's
largest banks, along with a handful of other financial institutions and executives, for violating federal and
state laws in the sale of home mortgage-backed securities. Among the 17 institutions targeted by the law-
suits were Bank of America Corp., Citigroup Inc., JP Morgan Chase & Co., Goldman Sachs. (AP)
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CERNOBBIO, Italy
Associated Press

BUSINESS LEADERS and
finance experts gathered in
Italy offered a downbeat
assessment of the global econ-
omy Friday — with several pre-
dicting another recession due
to a calamitous cocktail of slug-
gish growth, eurozone dys-
function, and financial market
volatility.

The year's events — from
natural disasters and violent
uprisings to fears of debt
defaults — have not only sent
shock waves through the finan-
cial world but also caused a
slump in confidence among
consumers and industry.

"There is a significant prob-
ability of a double-dip reces-
sion," pronounced New York
University economist Nouriel
Roubini, in opening remarks
that lived up to his nickname of
"Dr. Doom" — earned for
forecasting a financial crisis
years before the 2008 crash,
even as many reveled in the
boom times.

On this occasion Roubini
seemed to reflect prevailing
sentiment at the annual
Ambrosetti Forum on the
shores of an overcast Lake
Como — although some felt

that at least the emerging
economies and a few countries
in northern Europe would do
fine.

Much of the concern focused
on the United States.

"The numbers that we've
seen recently for the U.S. on
manufacturing, on construc-
tion, on consumers' sentiment
tell me that the odds have got-
ten much greater that the U.S.
is going to continue to decline
and that we are going to be in a
formal recession before the end
of the year," Harvard Univer-
sity economic professor Mar-
tin Feldstein, a member of the
President Barack Obama's
Economic Recovery Advisory
Board, told the Associated
Press.

Roubini blamed the mostly
unexpected events of 2011 —
the Arab Spring fueling oil
prices, the turmoil in Greece
spreading through Europe, the
Japanese natural disasters
upsetting global supply chains
and "significant worries about
the U.S. system and the politi-
cal fight (over the debt ceiling)
between the Democrats and
the Republicans."

Because of this series of
shocks, he estimated advanced
economies had reached a stall
speed of around 1 percent

annual growth, a figure that is
lower than official expectations
in many countries.

Roubini said that govern-
ments and central banks, which
have already made multitril-
lion-dollar stimulus moves, had
no more "bullets."

The gathering opened amid
growing concerns over a slow-
down in manufacturing — the
main pillar of growth in devel-
oped economies in the years
since the global financial crisis
— and about European banks'
exposure to sovereign debt.

Global stock markets
slumped Friday after an offi-
cial report showed the U.S.
economy had failed to create
new jobs in August, reigniting
fears that the world's largest
economy may be heading back
into recession.

"The market is forecasting
two years of recession," said
Italian economy analyst Gian-
luca Garbi.

University of Munich eco-
nomics professor Hans-Werner
Sinn also concurred that eco-
nomic contraction in much of
the rich world was a real dan-
ger.

Sinn noted that Europe was
now firmly on a two-tier track,
with Germany and other north-
ern countries doing reasonably

well while the south struggled
with high unemployment, low
growth and crushing debt. He
predicted a partial breakup of
the euro, with at least Greece
finding its way out of the cur-
rency union.

"You've become too expen-
sive," he told a roomful of
glum-faced Italians. He noted
that a common currency and
monetary policy — controlled
from faraway Frankfurt — has
made it impossible for slower
economies on the southern rim
to grow their way out of debt
through inflation or stimulate
exports through devaluation.

"There has to be a real
restructuring in Europe, as
painful as it is, (and) for some
this is too much — for Greece
it will be too much," Sinn said.
"I don't see any possibility for
a fruitful solution for Greece
in the euro. It's a pain if they
stay in, it lasts a decade or
more."

Roubini warned that "if you
had a breakup of the monetary
union with some of the mem-
ber states exiting, the conse-
quences will be global and sys-
temic."

Session chairman Jacob
Frenkel, a former governor of
the Bank of Israel who today is
chairman of JP Morgan Chase

International, said the global
economy was torn between the
post-2008 stimulus efforts and
fears that governments were
overextending themselves by
building up debt.

Min Zhu, a former top Chi-
nese official who in July
became deputy director of the
International Monetary Fund,
offered an outlying glimmer of
optimism by suggesting that the
negativity ignored the increas-
ingly crucial role of emerging
markets like his native coun-
try. He predicted emerging
markets would still grow at
around 6 percent and said it
was unlikely even the rich
world would see two consecu-
tive quarters of contraction.

"This is not a recession," he
said.

Furthermore, Min said, the
emerging world was now
accounting, for the first time,
for about half the world's out-
put under purchasing price par-
ity — which factors in the fact

that the same amount of mon-
ey buys more and therefore
means more in developing
nations. Since the emerging
world also accounts for the
majority of global growth, the
picture was better than might
appear, he argued.

Roubini countered that a
rich-world recession would dri-
ve down demand regardless.

"The slack in the goods mar-
kets, the slack in the labor mar-
kets, and the slack in the hous-
ing and real estate markets is
going to become worse, and if
that recession were to occur
you would have a collapse in
the demand for commodities
in spite of the strong role of
emerging markets," Roubini
said.

Frenkel, a former governor
of the Bank of Israel, invoked
the famous maxim that "a pes-
simist is an optimist with expe-
rience."

"I guess my colleagues have
a lot of experience," he said.

EXPERTS DOWNBEAT
ON GLOBAL ECONOMY

ECONOMIST Nouriel Roubini speaks at the ‘Intelligence on the World,
Europe, and Italy’ economic forum, at Villa d'Este, in Cernobbio, Como
Lake, Italy, Friday. Finance ministers, bankers and economics debate
the world's problems at private sessions on the first of a three-day
annual forum at this Lake Como resort. (AP)

SEVERAL PREDICTING ANOTHER RECESSION
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By PACO NUNEZ
Tribune News Editor

I
n the poorest countries
cursed with mosquito-
bourne diseases, the only
response available to
authorities is often the

cheapest and least effective. It
involves driving about in trucks
spewing clouds of toxic gas into the
atmosphere.

Luckily, Bahamians don't have
to worry about being condemned
by poverty to futile efforts in the
face of a serious public health con-
cern. Rough economic times aside,
this is a fairly advanced society by
global standards with a high per
capita income and a very
respectable life expectancy.

We might not be first world, but
we aren't really third world either.
The life and health of every citizen
matters here.

Only you couldn't tell that from
the government's response to the
dengue fever "outbreak" in New
Providence. One look at the image
that accompanies this article really
says it all.

TTHHEE PPRROOBBLLEEMM 
WWIITTHH FFOOGGGGIINNGG
The aim is to kill as many adult

mosquitos as possible, but it turns
out this is not very productive
because the mature population isn't
the real threat – the unhatched eggs
are.

One adult female can lay hun-
dreds in the span of a few weeks, so
each new generation has the poten-
tial to become an much larger pesti-
lential hoard than the last.

The general acceptance that on
its own, fogging is inadequate has
led to the development of a number
of alternative methods.

In addition to "adulticiding",
some have decided to use larvacide,
which attacks the eggs directly. One
new version, known as BTI, was
used to great effect last year in Key
West in response to an outbreak
there.

According to the Florida Keys
Mosquito Control website, BTI "is
an eco-friendly, non-toxic larvicide
released from a helicopter, pene-
trating the foliage and targeting the
mosquito larvae around homes. The
micron-sized larvicide droplets fall

into gutters, cisterns, abandoned-
swimming pools, wells, plant trivets,
garbage cans, bromeliads, buckets
and other problem areas."

Since the start of 2011, the web-
site notes "the Florida Keys and
Key West has not seen any new cas-
es of dengue.”

Another method is known as bio-
control: the introduction of natural
mosquito predators. In some coun-
tries, fish that eat mosquito larvae
like guppies and minnows have
been used in fresh water lakes and
ponds; others have introduced drag-
onflies, which eat adult mosquitos.

There is also a new device that
produces carbon dioxide and emits
certain chemicals that attract mos-
quitos, then sucks them when they
get near.

AANN IINNTTEEGGRRAATTEEDD 
AAPPPPRROOAACCHH
At the same time, fogging has its

place, but only as part of an inte-
grated approach which, according
to the World Health Organisation,
should have five aspects:

• A public education campaign
and the creation of appropriate leg-

islation;
• Collaboration between health

officials and other public and pri-
vate sectors;

• An approach to disease control
that maximizes the use of resources;

• A decision making process
based on evidence to make sure
interventions hit the mark;

• Capacity building to ensure that
an adequate response is possible in
future;

So, let’s see how the local
response stacks up.  The govern-
ment has held town meetings, but
even its own officials allegedly don't
believe these are working, and there
has been no talk of new laws.

Nor has there been talk of gov-
ernment working with private pest
control companies, although reports
have reached The Tribune of some
communities taking matters into
their own hands and calling an
exterminator, so disillusioned were
they with the government's efforts.

I suppose fogging counts as "dis-
ease control", but are we really
maximizing the use of resources by
sending up clouds of fog indiscrim-
inately? I say indiscriminately,

because we've heard nothing about
efforts to monitor the mosquito
population, even though experts
believe this is an essential step in
launching a targeted response.

An evidence-based approach
would presumably also involve
understanding how bad the out-
break is and where it has hit the
worst. But that ship sailed the sec-
ond health officials began telling
people to treat the symptoms at
home unless absolutely necessary.
We will never know how many cas-
es of dengue there were this sum-
mer.

And as far as capacity building
goes, officials would first have to
admit that there was something
wrong with their response this time
around.

OOTTHHEERR PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS
First of all, it makes no sense to

keep the public in the dark when it
comes to a public health crisis. All it
does in breed panic and mistrust.

Yet more than a month and a
half into this outbreak, the public

A ‘third world’ response 
to the dengue outbreak

FOGGING: The aim is to kill as many
adult mosquitos as possible, but it turns
out this is not very productive because
the mature population isn't the real threat
– the unhatched eggs are.
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knows nothing about how
bad it is or when things are
going to get better.

Requests from the media
for information on the first
reported cases were turned

down in favour of a press
conference 24 hours later,
causing who knows how
many unsuspecting people to
contract dengue in the inter-
im.

Nor is it wise to stick stub-
bornly to a position if evi-

dence to the contrary is easi-
ly available.

When asked by reporters
if the government is handling
the situation well, doctors not
employed by the Ministry of
Health react with anger. A
few actually burst out laugh-

ing.
One doctor said she alone

has dealt with 60 cases a day,
every day since the outbreak
began, and is still inundated.

But we don't really need
to seek the opinion of med-
ical experts to see the truth of
the matter – the evidence is
right in front of us. I have
emptied all containers capa-
ble of holding water near my
house, but there's a flooded
construction site across the
street that I can do nothing
about, so the area is still
teeming with mosquitos.

And while the government
has tried to inform people
like my neighbours about the
dangers of standing water,
they don't appear to be lis-
tening.

Crime is another problem
for which, we are always
being told, the solution ulti-
mately lies with the public,
but that doesn't mean we
have no need for a police
force. Why not empower
Environmental Health
inspectors to visit any and all
properties in high risk areas
to ensure all containers have
been emptied?

They could also get to
work cleaning up their own
mess, and draining the stand-
ing water at a hundred public
sites like Eastern Parade,
which one Tribune reader
described as "boiling with
mosquitos."

And, what good will it do
to upend a few flower pots if
you live near a "dengue fac-
tory" like the one The Tri-
bune identified on East Bay
Street, where the stagnant
swimming pool is a gravid
mosquito's dream.

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Health (DEH) has
asked the public to bring such
cases to its attention, yet a
full week after The Tribune
did so, nothing had changed.

And then there's the

garbage. Trash attracts mos-
quitos and if left for too long,
collects water in which they
can breed. But it seems the
sanitary workers of DEH
must have been needed to
drive the fogging trucks,
because garbage has sat
uncollected for weeks in
some areas. Again, I need
only look at the pile of trash
outside my gate.

Also, how do they know
how much to spray or how
often when the government
has failed to keep tabs on the
size of the mosquito popula-
tion – for which there are a
number of established meth-
ods.

PPEERRCCEEPPTTIIOONN IISS 
EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG
Of course, it is possible I'm

not doing the government's
dengue fighting efforts jus-
tice – they may be larvacid-
ing, drafting laws and order-
ing mosquito-eating fish as I
write – but if so, it’s news to
me. And that really is the
point: whatever the truth of
the situation, the public is left
with the impression that no
one is taking it seriously; at
least not as seriously as we
would like them to.

Fogging
Even the fogging trucks,

ineffectual as they are, seem
to be invisible. I told a senior
official recently that if it were
me, I would have those fog-
ging trucks driving around
Nassau day and night, regard-
less of what time mosquitos
are active, equipped with a
siren, flashing lights and a
neon sign that reads "FOG-
GING TRUCK".

Trust, confidence in your
response, belief in your abil-
ity to handle things is what
the government should be
after.

In fact, I find it astonish-
ing that the FNM hasn't

grasped what kind of dam-
age this situation could do to
them politically.

One voter told me over the
weekend: "I am an FNM sup-
porter. However, for the first
time I am doubting my sup-
port.

"Over the past six weeks,
the way that my government
and the respective ministers
involved have handled – or
should I say not handled –
the dengue fever
outbreak/epidemic has left
me speechless, frustrated and
extremely scared for the safe-
ty of my family.

"They need to acknowl-
edge and admit defeat, that
their current fogging/spray-
ing is completely ineffective
and we need to bring in out-
side help to combat this dev-
astating epidemic.

"I have spoken with many
other FNM supporters and
they too are sharing the same
sentiments. “This upcoming
election will be theirs to lose
if they don’t wake up and see
what’s happening on this
island."

Another FMN supporter
said: "I don't feel safe at all. I
don't feel like anyone in
authority really cares. Maybe
they will when it hits their
family.

"But now I have to ques-
tion the way I look at poli-
tics in this country. I always
thought the FNM was the
compassionate party, even
though the PLP pretends to
be. This dengue made me
realise that at the end of the
day, neither is really looking
out for me. Maybe we have
to try a new alternative."

If it were me in the hot
seat, I'd be ordering heli-
copters, killer fish, and what-
ever else I could get my
hands on.

•• WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk??
ppnnuunneezz@@ttrriibbuunneemmeeddiiaa..nneett

A ‘THIRD WORLD’ RESPONSE TO THE DENGUE OUTBREAK 
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By MARK STEVENSON
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) —
Think before you tweet.

A former teacher turned
radio commentator and a
math tutor who lives with his
mother sit in a prison in
southern Mexico, facing pos-
sible 30-year sentences for
terrorism and sabotage in
what may be the most serious
charges ever brought against
anyone using a Twitter social
network account.

Prosecutors say the defen-
dants helped cause a chaos
of car crashes and panic as
parents in the Gulf Coast city
of Veracruz rushed to save
their children because of
false reports that gunmen
were attacking schools.

Gerardo Buganza, interi-
or secretary for Veracruz
state, compared the panic to
that caused by Orson Welles'
1938 radio broadcast of "The
War of the Worlds." But he
said the fear roused by that
account of a Martian inva-
sion of New Jersey "was
small compared to what hap-
pened here."

"Here, there were 26 car
accidents, or people left their
cars in the middle of the
streets to run and pick up
their children, because they
thought these things were
occurring at their kids'
schools," Buganza told local
reporters.

The charges say the mes-
sages caused such panic that
emergency numbers "totally
collapsed because people
were terrified," damaging
service for real emergencies.

Veracruz, the state's
largest city, and the neigh-
bouring suburb of Boca del
Rio were already on edge
after weeks of gunbattles
involving drug traffickers.
One attack occurred on a
major boulevard. In anoth-
er, gunmen tossed a grenade
outside the city aquarium,
killing an tourist and seri-
ously wounding his wife and
their two young children.

On August 25, nerves were
further frayed when residents
saw armed convoys of

marines circulating on the
streets, making some think a
confrontation with gangs was
imminent.

That is when Gilberto
Martinez Vera, who works
as a low-paid tutor at several
private schools, allegedly
opened the floodgates of fear
with repeated messages that
gunmen were taking children
from schools.

"My sister-in-law just
called me all upset, they just
kidnapped five children from
the school," Martinez tweet-
ed.

In fact, no such kidnap-
pings occurred that day.
Defense lawyer Claribel
Guevara said the rumours
already had started and that
Martinez Vera was just relay-
ing what others told him. She
said he never claimed to have
firsthand knowledge of the
incident.

But in a subsequent tweet
about the kidnap rumor, he
said, "I don't know what time

it happened, but it's true."
He also tweeted that three
days earlier, "they mowed
down six kids between 13
and 15 in the Hidalgo neigh-
bourhood." While a similar
attack occurred, it didn't
involve children.

Prosecutors say the rumors
were also sent by Maria de
Jesus Bravo Pagola, who has
worked as a teacher, a state
arts official and a radio com-
mentator. She says she was
just relaying such messages
to her own Twitter follow-
ers.

"How can they possibly do
this to me, for re-tweeting a
message? I mean, it's 140
characters. It's not logical,'"
said Guevara, quoting her
client.

Better known on the radio
and social networks as
"Maruchi," her Facebook
site now features the Twitter
logo, a little bluebird, blind-
folded and standing in front
of the scales of justice, with

the slogan "I too am a Twit-
Terrorist."

Online petitions are circu-
lating to demand her release,
and the pair's cause has been
taken up by human rights
groups that call the charges
exaggerated. Amnesty Inter-
national says officials are vio-
lating freedom of expression
and it blames the panic on
the uncertainty many Mexi-
cans feel amid a drug war in
which more than 35,000 peo-
ple have died over the past
five years.

"The lack of safety creates
an atmosphere of mistrust in
which rumours that circulate
on social networks are part
of people's efforts to protect
themselves, since there is
very little trustworthy infor-
mation," Amnesty wrote in
a statement on the case.

In violence-wracked cities
in the northern state of
Tamaulipas, citizens and
even authorities have used
Twitter and Facebook to

warn one another about
shootouts.

Anita Vera, Martinez Ver-
a's 71-year-old mother, said
her 48-year-old son still lives
at her house with his girl-
friend. She said he told her
that had posted his messages
after the panic had already
started.

"He told me "Mom, I did-
n't start any of this, I just
transmitted what I was told,'"
Vera Martellis said after vis-
iting her son in prison.

"He used the computer,
but I swear that my son nev-
er wanted to do anybody
harm, or start a revolution,
like they say he did," said
Vera, who ekes out a living
selling flowers.

Raul Trejo, an expert on
media and violence at the
National Autonomous Uni-
versity of Mexico, said the
terrorism charge is unwar-
ranted, but described the case
as "a very incautious use of
Twitter."

He noted that in Mexico,
"Twitter has been used by
drug traffickers to create pan-
ic with false warnings." In
one case, a wave of messages
about impending violence
shut down schools, bars and
restaurants in the central city
of Cuernavaca last year.

Trejo said Twitter users
must learn "not to believe
everything, and simply take
the Twitter messages as an
indication that some (report)
is making the rounds."

But the real problem
appears to be that govern-
ments cannot prevent drug
cartel violence or even accu-
rately inform citizens about
it. Local news media are
often so battered by kidnap-
pings and killings of reporters
that, in many states, they are
loath to report about it.

"These Twitter users had
accounts with a few hundred
followers," Trejo noted. "If
these lies grew, it is not so
much because they propa-
gated them, but because in
Veracruz as in most of the
rest of the country, there is
such a lack of public safety
that the public is inclined to
believe unconfirmed acts of
violence ... The government
doesn't make clear what is
happening."

Defense attorneys also say
their clients were held incom-
municado for almost three
days, unable to see a lawyer.

It appears one of the most
serious sets of charges ever
brought for sending or
resending Twitter messages.

Tweeter Paul Chambers
was fined 385 pounds and
ordered to pay 2,000 pounds
($3,225) in prosecution costs
last year for tweeting that if
northern England's Robin
Hood Airport didn't reopen
in time for his flight, "I'm
blowing the airport sky
high!!"

Venezuelan authorities last
year charged two people with
spreading false information
about the country's banking
system using Twitter and urg-
ing people to pull money out
of banks. They could serve
nine to 11 years in prison if
convicted.

TWO MEXICANS DENY TERRORISM, 
FACE 30 YEARS IN PRISON FOR TWEET

THINK before
you tweet.

           



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

DAEGU, South Korea — So
many strange things have happened
to Team Bahamas that when
Anthonique Strachan fell after get-
ting the second exchange from
Nivea Smith, the only thing that
came to mind was "not another
one."

Strachan, running on the third leg,
managed to get up and still got the
baton to Debbie Ferguson-McKen-
zie, who at first was walking off the
track in the colourful Daegu Stadi-
um. But once she saw Strachan com-
ing, she got back in her lane and
took the baton home.

The time posted was 50.62 sec-
onds for the team that had Sheniqua
'Q' Smith on the pop-off leg. But
the Bahamas was out of place for
returning to the final where they
were hoping to at least match or
surpass the silver medal feat in 2009
at the last championships in Berlin,
Germany.

Strachan briefly tried to explain
exactly what happened before she
had to seek medical attention for
the bruises. "I can't really explain. I
think I slowed up a bit in the front of
Nivea. It was a stupid mistake that I
made," Strachan said. "I tripped."

Smith said she noticed how Stra-
chan "slipped in the front of me and
I tripped her down."

Chalk it up to a "learning experi-
ence" for Smith, who admitted that
"you win some and you lose some."

A similar thing happened in the
men's 4 x 100 relay as Darvin Patton
slipped and fell trying to catch Wal-
ter Dix on the anchor leg and the
United States wasn't able to com-
plete the race that saw Usain Bolt
anchor the Jamaican team, led by
100 champion Yohan Blake, to a
world-record time of 37.04.

While France got the silver in a
season's best of 38.20, St Kitts and
Nevis came through with the bronze
in 38.49. Trinidad & Tobago was a
disappointing sixth in 39.01.

Unlike the disgrace the Bahamas
suffered when the coaching staff
opted not to use a stronger quartet
for the heats of the men's 4 x 400
relay and the team of Ramon Miller,
Avard Moncur, Andrae Williams
and LaToy Williams didn't advance,
the Bahamas' best quartet ran in
the heats of the women's 4 x 100
relay. 

Cache Armbrister and long
jumper Bianca Stuart were kept
back in reserve. "On paper we had a
good squad and we tried to go out
there and our first goal was to try to
make it to the final," said Fergu-
son-McKenzie, noting that they
were all extremely disappointed
with the end result. "I saw when ‘Q’
got off and then I saw the exchange
between ‘Q’ and Nivea and I got
down.

"I only heard when the crowd
went ah and I was looking back to
see if Anthonique was coming and I
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Anthonique ‘tripped’
in 4x100 prelims

TRIPPED UP: Anthonique Strachan trips after getting the baton from Nivea Smith in the 4x100m relay heat Sunday.
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‘LIGHTNING’ BOLT ANCHORS JAMAICA 
TO WORLD RECORD IN 4X100 RELAYBy RAF CASERT

AP Sports Writer

DAEGU, South Korea
(AP) — Track and field's
governing body has no
plans to change its strin-
gent false-start rule for
next year's London
Olympics despite the dis-
qualification of Usain Bolt
in the 100 meters at the
world championships.

IAAF President Lamine
Diack said no one at his
group's meeting Sunday
asked for the rule to be
reconsidered.

Following Bolt's dis-
qualification on August 28,
critics called the zero-tol-
erance false-start regula-
tion of "one error and you
are out" cruel and coun-
terproductive since it elim-
inated the sport's only
superstar from its marquee
event.

"We will not come back
to the issue of the false
start," Diack said. "Bolt
had a false start, but that is
not going to make us
change."

Many, including
Jamaican officials, wanted
the IAAF Council to
reconsider the rule to
avoid having a similar
issue next year in London.
Bolt himself called it a
learning experience and
did not demand a change.

"I'm not going to say it
should be changed," he
said after winning the 200
late Saturday. 

"It has taught me a les-
son, focus and stay in
blocks. My coach has been
telling me this for months.
The guy with the gun gives
the command and we
should listen and not antic-
ipate the gun and I've
learned from that and wish
to move on from that."

Diack pointed out that
Bolt was on his side of the
debate and insisted the
current system was the
best available option.

Until 2003, the rule
allowed every runner a
second chance. But too
many false starts delayed
the schedule of events. At
first it was tightened to
allow just one false start
per race in sprints. But cer-
tain sprinters deliberately
false started to put every-
one on guard.

And then last year, the
IAAF tightened the rule
to the extreme and pun-
ished every false start with
disqualification.

Bolt was not the only
high-profile casualty.
Dwain Chambers also was
eliminated in the 100 and
Olympic 400 champion
Christine Ohuruogu false-
started in the heats.

IAAF to stick 
with false 
start rule

By RAF CASERT
AP Sports Writer

DAEGU, South Korea
(AP) — In one whirlwind
week, Usain Bolt turned the
biggest disappointment of his
career into another golden
show capped with a world
record even he believed was
not within him this year.

After opening with a false
start in 100 final last Sunday,
Usain Bolt again produced
the amazing in his closing race
of the world championships
— anchoring Jamaica to a
world record in the 4x100-
meter relay.

When the first three run-
ners passed the baton, Bolt
seized the moment.

"I said, 'Why not give my
all.' I kept saying: 'I can do
this. I can do this,'" he said.

And when Bolt is con-
vinced, the clock usually
obliges.

Fittingly, Jamaica's yellow-
green-and-black flag was the
last one rising into the night
over Daegu Stadium, and
Bolt spread his giant arms
wide to soak in the occasion.

"For me, it was just to go
out there fast," Bolt said. "We
did just that."

One day after winning gold
in the 200, Bolt was devastat-
ing down the home stretch of
the relay and threw his yel-
low-clad chest across the line
for a time of 37.04 seconds —
the only world record in nine
days of competition.

"This record was a great
achievement," Bolt said. "I
finished the championships on
a good note so I'm proud of
myself."

There was none of the per-
formance anxiety that pushed
him into a false start in the
100, only a sheer release of
power as he coasted down the
stretch for an overwhelming
win over France and Saint
Kitts and Nevis.

He came looking for the
same three gold medals he
won at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and 2009 world
championships but left with
only two and a world record.

The United States was out
of it because of a botched
exchange, but no one could
have gotten close to a
Jamaican team anchored by
Bolt.

Ahead of the race, Bolt was
already slapping the "JAM"
on his bib in pride, and in a
season where he was far from
his best, he came through with
a world record.

He got all the help he need-
ed from his three teammates
— a lightning start from Nes-
ta Carter and a good han-
dover to Michael Frater
before Jamaica's golden duo

was up. Yohan Blake, the 100
champion in Bolt's absence,
powered through the final
bend, with Bolt already get-
ting his giant stride going
before he took the baton.

Even Carter had no idea
the team could do it.

"We weren't really going
out to break the world
record," he said.

Without the injured Asafa
Powell, Bolt anchored the
team for the first time in a

major competition since he
took the world by storm at
the Beijing Olympics three
years ago.

Running with the determi-
nation of a record beater, he
gritted his teeth over the final
meters, crossed the line and
threw the glittering purple
baton high in the air once he
realized the team's three-year-
old record of 37.10 was gone.

All through the year, Bolt
had said that times were not

his priority and he never came
close to his record best —
until Sunday. After he saw
Blake speeding toward him,
he suddenly realized he could
start dreaming about a record
again.

"When I saw the first three
legs, I said, 'Anything is pos-
sible,' Bolt said. "I ran my
ultimate best."

Seconds later, the showman
took over again. He started
dancing to the delight of the

45,000 crowd at Daegu Stadi-
um, which had to wait until
the last second to finally see a
world record.

In the blur of Bolt's speed
and antics, it was almost over-
looked that Blake also left
with two gold medals and a
world record.

On a final day of seven
finals, one silver medal also
stood out.

Caster Semenya failed to
defend her 800 title, faltering
late down the finishing
straight to allow Mariya Savi-
nova of Russia get the gold. 

Silver, however, was better
than many expected as the
South African showed
glimpses of her powerful run-
ning that made her the domi-
nating athlete over the dis-
tance two years ago, before a
gender controversy sidelined
her for a year.

"I achieved what I wanted,
which was to get back to the
podium," the 20-year-old
Semenya said. "I don't talk
about the past. I'm still young
and I have to focus on the
future."

Allyson Felix added anoth-
er gold to bring her collection
of titles to a women's record
eight over four champi-
onships. The American ran
the second leg of the winning
4x100 relay, one day after get-
ting gold in the 4x400, too.

With Christian Taylor win-
ning the triple jump, it left the
United States at the top of
medal standings with 12 gold
and 25 overall.

Tatyana Lysenko won the
women's hammer throw,
putting Russia in second place
of the standings with nine
gold and 19 medals overall.

Britain got some good news
ahead of next year's London
Olympics, with Mo Farah
holding off Bernard Lagat of
the US to win the men's 5,000.
Farah also won silver in the
10,000 last weekend.

It was about the only mid-
dle and long distance race that
went wrong for Kenya.

From the starting gun to
Sunday's last day, Kenya
dominated. On Sunday morn-
ing, Abel Kirui led teammate
Vincent Kipruto to yet anoth-
er 1-2 finish in the men's
marathon.

The defending champion
won by the biggest margin in
championship history, and
after finishing the race in
2:07:38, he had to wait 2:28 to
welcome Kipruto in a sweaty
embrace.

It left Kenya with seven
gold and 17 medals overall for
third place in the standings.

"This is history," Kirui said.
"It is also good (for) the coun-
try. It is good for my family. It
is great."

BATON THROW: Jamaica's Usain Bolt throws the baton into the air as he crosses the finish line to win
the 4x100 relay final and break a world record at the World Athletics Championships on September 4.

FANTASTIC FOUR: Shown (l-r) are Usain Bolt, Yohan Blake, Michael Frater and Nesta Carter on the podium after receiving their gold medals and a giant replica cheque for their
new world record in the 4x100 relay at the World Athletics Championships in Daegu, South Korea, on Sunday.

(AP Photos) 

           



didn't see her. In a long time,
we haven't had that experi-
ence. So I walked off the
track. They called it the walk
of shame, even though I'm
proud of the girls. We didn’t
come out here to lose. In the
end, Anthonique came
around, I got the stick and I
took it home. If anything, we
finished."

The Bahamas finished well
out of the race for a spot in
the final as the US, without
double medallists Allyson
Felix and Carmelita Jeter,
went on to post the world-
leading time of 41.94. Nige-
ria came through as the sec-
ond automatic qualifier in the
heat.

In the absence of the
Bahamas from the final for
the second consecutive year, it
was a two-country race that
saw the US, with Felix on sec-
ond and Jeter on anchor, low-
er their world leading time to
41.56 for the gold over
Jamaica, whose team of
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce on
lead and Veronica Campbell-
Brown on anchor had to settle
for the silver. But they set a
national record of 41.70.
Ukraine picked up the bronze
with a season's best of 42.51. 

With all of the women on
the Bahamian team running
individual events, Ferguson-
McKenzie, who went as far
as the 200 final, said they did-
n't have the luxury of training

together that much as a team
and that may have affected
their performances. 

So did the inexperience of
the younger competitors -
Nivea Smith and Anthonique
Strachan - in their debut at
the biggest global meet. "We
will live and learn," said Fer-
guson-McKenzie, clearly
remembering how she had to
go down the same road when
she first started competing
with now retired ‘golden girls’
Pauline Davis-Thompson,
Chandra Sturrup, Sevatheda
Fynes and Eldece Clarke.

"We just have to be strong
and come back tougher for
next year."

Sheniqua Ferguson said it
was a tough loss but nobody
could have predicted what
happened on the track.

"Everything goes wrong at
times, so we just have to look
forward to next year," she
said. "Next year is a bigger
year and everybody should be
at their best. So next year, we
should come out with what
we came here for and didn't
get this year. So I feel good
about next year."

After watching the drama
unfold, Ferguson-McKenzie
said her only instinct was
whether or not her team-
mates were okay. "I know at
times, somebody could have
stepped on Anthonique's
heels and she could have torn
her Achilles, so right then, the
only thing that was going
through my mind was that she
was okay and everybody was
still healthy," she said. "I'm
glad that they are only left
with a couple cherries and
bruises and stuff that will heal
in no time."

Bahamas
tied 33rd 
overall in 
the medal 
standings
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FFIINNAALL PPOOSSIITTIIOONN
BBAAHHAAMMAASS 3333rrdd 
OOVVEERRAALLLL
DAEGU, South Korea —

The lone medal won by
Trevor Barry in the men's
high jump placed the
Bahamas tied with Belgium,
Spain, Islamic Republic of
Iram, Italy, Latvia, Slovenia,
Trinidad & Tobago and Zim-
babwe for 33rd overall in the
medal standings at the end of
the nine days of competition
at the IAAF World Champi-
onships in Athletics.

The United States of
America finished on top of
the chart with 12 gold, eight
silver and five bronze for a
total of 25 medals. 

Russia was second with 19
medals, nipping out third
place Kenya with 17. Jamaica
was fourth with nine and Ger-
many got fifth with seven, the
same as Great Britain.

However, in the placing
table, the Bahamas is all alone
at No. 31 with one third for
six points, one sixth for three
points and seventh for two
points.

The USA topped the list
with 251 points, followed by
Russia with 201, Kenya with
174, Jamaica with 101 and
Germany rounding out the
top five with 83.

CCLLOOSSIINNGG 
CCEERREEMMOONNIIEESS
EENNDD TTOO 
CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPPSS
The 13th IAAF World

Championships in Athletics
came to a grand close last
night at the colourful Daegu
Stadium. Just like the opening
ceremonies on Saturday,
August 27, the closing cere-
mony was a spectacular one.

Unlike the opening cere-
monies, which didn't allow
any athletes to participate in a
march pass, athletes were
afforded the opportunity to
appear on the field. The 14th
IAAF Worlds is scheduled to
be held in Moscow, Russia,
in 2013.

CCOORRRREECCTTIIOONN
WWRROONNGG AAGGEE
VETERAN sprinter Deb-

bie Ferguson-McKenzie is 35
years old and not 37 as posted
in The Tribune on Saturday.
The Tribune apologises to
Ferguson-McKenzie for the
error.

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

DAEGU, South Korea —
Leevan “Superman” Sands
was apologetic that he could-
n't fly through the competi-
tion in the men's triple jump
and win a medal at the 13th
IAAF World Championships.

After taking just one jump
to advance to the final, Sands
had predicted that in order
for him to get another medal
at the biggest global track and
field meet, he would have to
surpass his national record of
17.59 metres or 57-feet, 8 1/2-
inches, which he achieved at
the 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing, China.

In the latter meet, he
secured the Bahamas' first
medal at the greatest sport-
ing event in the world.

Competing with a patch of
band-aid on his left leg and
the numbers 242 tattooed
under his right arm, Sands
slowly progressed round by
round, but his season's best
performance of 17.21m (56-
5 3/4) on his fifth attempt was
only good enough for seventh
place.

"Everybody was jumping
good. I felt like I was coming
along good and on my fifth
jump, I felt it before I started
to run," said Sands, holding
his right leg and trying to rub
out the slight cramp he suf-
fered when he landed in the
pit. "My calf started to cramp
up on me."

Despite the injury, it turned
out to be his best effort. He
had one more chance to
climb up the ladder, but his
goal of getting another medal
slipped again when he only
reached 16.59m (54-5 1/4). He
could only reflect on the
drought that he's going
through since winning the
bronze in 2003 in Paris,
France.

"I was a little disappoint-
ed because I was ready to
go," he said. "I tried to go on
the last one, but I couldn't go
because I was still feeling the
cramp in my calf," he stated.
"Both calves were cramping
up."

Sands, the bronze medal-
list in the 2009 championships
in Osaka, Japan, watched as
American Christian Taylor
posted a world leading mark

of 17.96m (58-11 1/4) on his
fourth attempt to snatch the
lead from defending champi-
on Phillips Idowu of Great
Britain.

The best that Phillips could
muster was a season's best of
17.77m (58-3 3/4) on his
fourth jump for the silver
behind Taylor. 

Another American, Will
Claye got the bronze with his
personal best leap of 17.50m
(57-5) on his third attempt
after scratching the first two.

"Christian Taylor made an
awesome job. He came out
of college and jumped 17.96
(58-11 1/4). I expected him to
jump far. Phillips is always a
consistent jumper. I knew
that I would have to PR
today, but it didn't happen. 

“I just want to thank God
that I got through it today
and I want to apologise to the
Bahamian people that I did-
n't bring home the medal this
time. Maybe next time. I did
my best," said Sands.

The 30-year-old national
record holder said he felt that
he could have brought home
a medal.

"It just happens that I got a
cramp on my fifth jump. It
would have been no telling if
I didn't feel it. It would have
been a further jump," he said.
"But I still finished the jump
and I got seventh place."

When Taylor put up the
world leading mark to take
the lead for good from
Phillips, Sands knew that he
was still in contention for a
medal.

"When people do a big
jump, I always try to go for
it," he said. "It doesn’t do
anything to me. I always
remain calm. I try to focus on
the crowd to get me hyped."

This time, the hype just
wasn't there.

For his efforts, Sands will
earn a pay cheque of $5,000
from the IAAF. He will also
collect another $5,000 from
the Bahamas Government as
an incentive for making it to
the final at the World Cham-
pionships or the Olympic
Games.

Not bad for a seventh place
finish.

‘SUPERMAN’ FALLS SHORT 
IN TRIPLE JUMP FINAL

Leevan Sands ends up seventh overall

SEASON’S BEST: Leevan Sands competes in the triple jump final at the 13th IAAF Worlds in Daegu, South
Korea. His season's best leap of 17.21m (56-5 3/4) on his fifth attempt was good enough for seventh place.

ANTHONIQUE TRIPS IN 4X100 PRELIMS 
FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11EE

TRIPPED UP: Anthonique Strachan trips after getting the baton from Nivea Smith.                         (AP)
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13th IAAF World Championships

ANTHONIQUE ‘TRIPPED’ IN 4X100 PRELIMS
RELAY HORROR: Shown (l-r) are Sheniqua Ferguson, Debbie Ferguson McKenzie and Nivea Smith speaking to the media after the 4x100 relay heat.

TRIPPED UP: Anthonique Strachan (bottom) and Nivea Smith (right) fall on the track after their baton change in the 4x100m relay heat on Sunday. 
(AP Photos)
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