
By SANCHESKA BROWN

SEVERAL new police
initiatives, including Oper-
ation Rapid Strike and reg-
ular stop-and-search exer-
cises are being credited
with the significant increase
in the number  f i rearms
removed from the streets.

The latest statistics from
the Royal Bahamas Police
force show a 23 per cent
increase in the number of
confiscated firearms com-
pared to last year.

Superintendent of Police
Stephen Dean told
reporters that police have
conf iscated 244 guns  in
New Provi-
d e n c e
a n d
3,309

rounds of ammunition.
“We took 198 guns of the

street by around this time
last year, so we are defi-
nitely doing our part in rid-
ding the streets of these
weapons.

“So far the amount of
guns we took away amount
to 14 every seven days or
two every day. It may not
sound like a lot but think
of it this way: that’s 244
lives that could have been
lost. 

“Our work did not just
stop there,  addit ional ly
since the new gun court has
been established we have
already sent a total of 86
matters into that court and
out of that we have already
gotten 34 convictions.

“We are working 24/7
around the clock trying
to make the Bahamas a
safer place for us to live
and work. This is an
excellent crime pre-

vention tool and a good
direction we are going

in.”
Supt Dean said he does

not think that the num-
ber of confiscated guns

indicates  an
increase in
the num-

ber  of
guns on
t h e
s t r e e t s ,
b u t
r a t h e r

demonstrates the diligence
of police officers.

“The police are out there
diligently pulling these guns
of the streets. Our intelli-
gence capaci ty  has
increased tremendously on
the ground and so that’s
why we are  reaping the
benefits .  Our divis ional
officers also have their indi-
vidual operations going on
in their  areas that  have
showed excellent results.”

Despite success in remov-
ing guns of the streets, Supt
Wayne Miller, Officer in
Charge of the Southwest-
ern div is ion,  admit ted
police are still having major
issues with break-ins in that
area.

“Housebreaking is our
Achil les  heel ,  there are
hundreds of subdivisions
and thousands of houses in
the area so it continues to
be a challenge for us. 

“Just recently we cracked
a housebreaking ring and
arrested several individuals
and confiscated large screen
televisions, lap tops and
other stolen items. We have
a number of persons we are
putting before the courts as
we speak.”

Police say they need the
public’s help in trying to
curb the escalating crime
problem because it is a bat-
tle they cannot fight alone.
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The Dunkin’ 
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SIGNIFICANT RISE IN 
CONFISCATED FIREARMS

NEW POLICE INITIATIVES CREDITED

SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE Stephen Dean

SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE Stephen Dean speaks yesterday.

 



THE Democratic National
Alliance said it is furious that
the illegal immigration prob-
lem has been allowed to grow
to such an extent that
Bahamians feel they are “sec-
ond, third and even fourth
class citizens in their own
country”.

The newly launched party
issued statement yesterday
saying it believes Bahamians
deserve “better treatment”
and called on the government
to put its people first – in all
things.

The DNA said: “The party,
along with scores of Bahami-
ans across the length and
breadth of the Bahamas, is
increasingly troubled by the
government of the Bahamas’
attempt to secretly regularise
thousands of non-Bahamians
during an elections season,
while at the same time admit-
tedly following the fashion of
the Christie administration
and its old ‘land give-away’
practices.”

The party was referring to
the announcement that the
government is working to reg-
ularise 1,300 foreign nation-
als whose applications have
been “gathering dust” for
years.

The government also said it
would sell the track of land
known as Mackey Yard – for-
merly the site of a shanty town
– to Bahamians, but that for-
mer Bahamian squatters
would get first preference.

This has led to speculation
that the government is regu-
larising former Haitian squat-
ters in order to sell them the
land, in return for political
support.

The FNM had denied this,
pointing out that both initia-
tives follow established pro-
cedure and that the former
PLP government actually reg-
ularised more foreigners dur-
ing its last term than the pre-
sent administration.

It was also announced that
none of the former squatters
have actually applied for the
Mackey Yard land.

Nevertheless, according to
the DNA, as a result of these
initiatives, “Bahamians are
feeling more and more that
persons who are here illegally
seem to have more rights and
privileges than they do”.

The party claimed the gov-
ernment allows illegals to:

• squat on land illegally
• use electricity illegally
• sell products without the

proper business licenses
• set up businesses without

permission
• build structures without

permission 

The DNA also called on the
government to identify those
who they intend to sell the
Mackey Yard land to, state
whether these persons are cit-
izens by birth or recently reg-
ularised, and if they were reg-
ularised, when.

The party also asked the
government to reveal how
many Bahamians are waiting
to buy land from the govern-
ment, and say how long they
have been on the waiting list.

DNA leader, Branville
McCartney, said that during
his time as minister of state
for immigration, he tried to
create a unit to humanely

remove shanty towns.
“My hands were practically

tied and I met stern objection
to this initiative,” Mr McCart-
ney said. “I was told that I was
grandstanding.”

Mr McCartney told The Tri-
bune yesterday this one of the
reasons he quit the FNM.

By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

OFFICIALS from the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank say they have
been working closely with the project
execution unit at the Ministry of Edu-
cation to oversee the roll-out of the lat-
est technology strategy. 

One Monday, the Ministry of Educa-
tion is set to open a procurement bid
that may exceed $2 million in value. The
bid includes the purchase of more than
800 computers, 339 laptop computers,
300 projectors and interactive white
boards, 200 student response systems,
as well as some 60 printers and 30
servers.

Astrid Wynter, representative of the
IDB in the Bahamas, said the IDB has a
procurement specialist advising the min-
istry of education and reviewing the bid
process. She said the IDB is “definitely
on top of it”.

“We have procurement norms and
procedures that have to be followed in
order to have the funds dispersed. We
work closely with our clients on prepar-
ing the bids. We review the bidding

process. We do a procurement due dili-
gence. I have not heard of any concerns
with respect to IDB financing. We have
stringent fiduciary guidelines and we
accompany the client throughout the
process,” said Ms Winter. 

“That is one of the things we offer
which is valuable to clients, we bring
that expertise in the procurement
process so you can ensure the process is
done with integrity,” she said.

The process with the MOE is “not a
special case”. In all cases, she said, the
IDB is interested in “having a positive
development impact”, so built into all
projects of this nature are mandatory
protocols to ensure training, mainte-
nance and accountability. 

The assurances given by the IDB came
after observers in the MOE expressed

concern to The Tribune about the cur-
rent tender process. Sources claim the
MOE has a poor track record when it
comes to computer hardware and soft-
ware, and some of “the leaks” occur
through IDB funded projects. 

Sources have asked whether or not
anyone in the MOE is held accountable
for “wasting public funds”, and whether
the people working on the current tech-
nology strategy were involved in past
projects. 

Ms Wynter said the education system
should not be deprived because of past
failures. 

“If something doesn't work, my view is
how can we make it work next time?
Why should the people be deprived of
white boards, for example, because a
project didn't work last time?”
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NOTICE
Tenders are invited for the purchase of the Equity of Redemption in all that 

the City of Nassau being part of a lot of land originally granted to Nancy 
Green and distinguished in a plan of the City of Nassau by the number 

-

of the one part and the Lamont Holdings Limited of the other part and re-

Prime Commercial Property for Sale

IDB WORKING WITH MINISTRY
ON TECHNOLOGY STRATEGY

MOE set to open procurement
bid for computers, projectors
and other equipment

DNA ‘FURIOUS’ ABOUT ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION PROBLEM

DNA LEADER Branville McCart-
ney said that during his time as
minister of state for immigration,
he tried to create a unit to
humanely remove shanty towns.

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

The criminals in this country
don’t fear the government at all.
They don’t regard the laws of
the land. I understand that
approximately 300 or so career
criminals are the ones responsi-
ble for all the mayhem Nassau is
presently experiencing. These
villains are holding over 200
thousand law-abiding citizens of
New Providence hostage. I
have also noticed a very dan-
gerous trend that is presently
developing in Nassau. It appears
that friends of murdered victims
are now hiring hit men to bump
off murder suspects who are
released from prison. The gov-
ernment must now take its head
out of the sand and face this
reality.

The fact that persons are now
engaging in vigilante justice is
an indication that they don’t
have any more faith in the judi-
cial system. They are just fed up
with the system. As far as these
vigilantes are concerned the jus-
tice system has failed them mis-
erably. Therefore, since the sys-
tem is hell-bent on releasing
these cold-blooded murderers,
the vigilantes are now going
after them.

The judicial system is breed-
ing a whole new kind of criminal
in this country. 

Analysts have been warning
for years now that this very dan-
gerous situation would occur if
the judicial system continues to
tap murderers on the wrist. 

No one paid them any mind.
Now the chickens have come
home to roost. My brother told
me that while he was in a bar-
bershop in Freeport City he
overheard a young man, who
appeared to be very upset, vow-
ing that he would take revenge
on a person whom he believed
had murdered a family member
of his.

This person was livid that the
justice system had let the sus-
pect in the case get off scot free.
I believe that the government
must now move to implement
drastic measures in order to put
an end to this crime wave that
is gripping The Bahamas.

The murder rate has sky-
rocketed in 2011. So far for the
year, we have had a stagger-
ing 72 murders committed in the
first 6 months and several days in
this small country. 

We are becoming like lawless
Jamaica. Armed robberies and
house break-ins are rampant,
especially in the inner city of
Nassau, New Providence. Gov-
ernments were instituted by God
to punish criminals. When the
government fails to carry out its
God-given mandate to punish
murderers, thieves and rapists,

then these monsters will contin-
ue to break the law.

I think that the government
has been too soft in its approach
to dealing with these criminals. It
is high time that the government
started executing murderers and
rapists. The criminals who are
terrorizing Nassau know that
institutions like the Privy Coun-
cil are fighting tooth and nail to
keep them from marching to the
gallows. The government should
immediately abandon the Privy
Council. We are an independent
nation. We have been indepen-
dent now for 38 years.

Why is the government so
afraid to execute convicted mur-
derers? 

A relative of mine told me
that a young man who was con-
victed of murder bragged to
her about killing a young woman
who had rejected his sexual
advances. 

According to my relative, the
ex-convict appeared to be very
proud that he had killed another
human being.

There was absolutely no
remorse in the young man.

These are the kinds of persons
that defence attorneys and the
judicial system are both fight-
ing hard for. 

Yet we wonder why so many
persons are now taking matters
into their own hands by engaging
in vigilante justice. The family
members of murdered and raped
victims know that the culprits
are going to get a simple tap on
the wrist for their hideous
crimes. 

The government had better
start executing convicted mur-
derers before this new trend gets
way out of control. Otherwise
Nassau will become another
Gunsmoke's Dodge City.

The government must
also give serious thought to
implementing corporal punish-
ment for sex offenders; like pae-
dophiles, sodomites and rapists.
These sex offenders should be
flogged in public. Those who are
contemplating committing rape,
or any other sexual
offence would think twice before
going through with their crime
if they were to see a
convicted sex offender publicly
humiliated. These rapists must
be taught a lesson.

In regards to armed robbers
and thieves; the state should
make them pay restitution to
those whom they have stolen
from. For instance, if a thief
steals a $800 laptop from me, he
should be made to pay me four-
fold for his theft. That would
mean he would pay me $3,200
for my laptop. This was the law
that God gave to Old Testament
Israel in Exodus chapter 22. I
understand that the prison sys-

tem already has a work pro-
gramme. The thieves should
work off their debt before being
released from prison. If they are
unwilling to do this, then let
them rot in prison.

I often hear persons talking
about convicts paying their debt
to society. But how is a con-
vict paying his debt to society
when he hasn't been forced to
make some kind of restitution
to the person he has wronged?
He may have repaid the state by
serving time in Fox Hill Prison,
but let us bear in mind that he
had wronged a private citizen,
not the state. This is unfair to
the person who was wronged.

This has to change in order
to bring to a screeching halt this
menacing crime wave that is
destroying this country. 

Additionally, persons found
in possession of an illegal firearm
should get an automatic 10 years
in prison. 

There are too many illegal
guns on the streets of New Prov-
idence. 

In regards to drug traffickers,
they should be put to death.
Drug trafficking is a capital
offence in Singapore. 

Drug dealers would think
twice before engaging in their
illegal trade in this country. How
many persons have died from a
drug overdose? 

How many of us have had
items stolen from us by drug
addicts, who then sold them in
order to buy more drugs? I
believe that many of the mur-
ders that are committed in this
country are somehow connect-
ed to the illicit drug trade.

Granted, these are
radical suggestions. But these are
unusual times.

KEVIN EVANS
Freeport,
Grand Bahama,
July 13, 2011.
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WASHINGTON  — House Republicans
are unmistakably clear on what they won't do
to raise the debt limit and avert a threatened
default, and equally emphatic about what they
would do if they only had the power.

Soon, they'll have to decide what they'll
settle for, a defining test of their willingness to
compromise in a divided government where
they share authority with President Barack
Obama and Senate Democrats.

The Republican speaker of the House said
this week, "I do think it's responsible for us to
look at what 'Plan B' would look like." But
some in John Boehner's rank and file appear
not yet willing to consider such a fallback alter-
native.

Boehner didn't talk specifics, but he has
been involved in compromise talks with Oba-
ma and White House officials for weeks,
including Wednesday.

Politically, the more House Republicans
are willing to give ground by trimming their
demand for spending cuts or easing their oppo-
sition to higher government revenue, the more
they may risk alienating the tea party activists
and others who propelled them to power.

"I'm actually being accused of selling out
back home," said Rep. Mick Mulvaney, a first-
term South Carolinian and one of 234 Repub-
licans who voted Tuesday for a debt limit
increase tied to $6 trillion in spending cuts
and progress toward a balanced budget
amendment to the Constitution.

"Some folks don't want to raise it under
any circumstances," Mulvaney said of the fed-
eral debt ceiling that could be breached on
August 2.  "I tried to explain to them that this
is the one chance to actually change Wash-
ington, so most folks will come around after we
have that discussion."

Indeed, some Republicans argue privately
that willingness to compromise would also
pressure Democrats to agree to cuts in
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security as
part of a bargain to reduce deficits by $4 trillion
over a decade.

Among the items Obama has entertained at
White House negotiating sessions are gradually
raising the age of eligibility for Medicare from
65 to 67 and slowing the annual increases in
Social Security cheques.

Democrats have assailed Republicans in
past election campaigns for proposing far less.

"Eight-five per cent is not a defeat," said
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who was involved in
numerous legislative struggles as a member
of the House Republican leadership before
his election to the Senate last fall.

"That would have been the Ronald Reagan
view of this moment," he said. "You take
everything you can get, call it a victory and
wake up the next morning and start working
for the rest."

The hope among House Republican leaders
is that the rank and file will be open to com-
promise talk in a few days, after the legislation
they passed Tuesday night has been rejected by

the Senate.  But for now, the focus of many
conservatives, particularly in the House where
they hold power, remains an agenda designed
for a one-party government.

"Let me be clear. This is the compromise.
This is the best plan out there," Rep. Jim Jor-
dan, R-Ohio, said late Tuesday night after the
House had passed the bill that would trade
an increase in the debt limit for $6 trillion in
cuts and submission of a balanced budget
amendment to the states for ratification.

In fact, it's nothing of the sort, based on the
swift demise that awaits the bill in the Sen-
ate, a veto threat from Obama and the emer-
gence of a bipartisan deficit-reduction plan
from six senators who called for at least $1
trillion in "increased revenues."

Instead, the measure that cleared the House
is one of two bookends that Republicans have
slid into place in the unfolding debate.

In late May, the leadership put legislation to
a vote to raise the debt limit without any
spending cuts. None of the rank and file sup-
ported it, and that was the point.

"I consider defeating an unconditional
increase to be a success, because it sends a
clear and critical message that the Congress has
finally recognized we must immediately begin
to rein in America's affection for deficit spend-
ing," Rep. Dave Camp of Michigan, chairman
of the House Ways and Means Committee,
said at the time.

Fast forward to the vote Tuesday night.
This time, all but 10 of the House's 240

Republicans voted for the measure, showing
they are not unalterably opposed to granting
an increase in government borrowing.

All but three of the rambunctious, 87-mem-
ber freshman class supported the bill.

Almost simultaneously, across the Capitol
a surprising number of Senate Republicans
were speaking favourably about a bipartisan
deficit reduction plan by the so-called Gang of
Six. None of them said it contained any tax
increases — Republicans haven't openly sup-
ported any of those for more than 20 years,
ever since President George H. W. Bush broke
his "no new taxes" pledge to secure a deficit
reduction deal with Democrats.

But a summary of the plan says unambigu-
ously that "tax reform must be estimated to
provide $1 trillion in additional revenue" for
the overall plan to meet its deficit reduction
targets. 

"This plan will be sure that there is revenue
allocated to retiring our debt, but I am one of
those conservatives who does not believe that
tax increases are healthy for our economy
either," said Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, one of
the six authors of the plan.

Not everyone agreed.
"The Gang of Six, in true Washington fash-

ion, talks about tax increases but offers hollow
promises to cut spending in the future," said
Jordan.

(This article was written by David Espo,
AP's chief congressional correspondent).

Bahamas’ judicial
system breeding 

a new kind of
criminal-vigilantes

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

House conservatives won’t budge on debt

EDITOR, The Tribune

Re:  Minister: power outages
resolved. – The Tribune, July 8,
2011.

THERE are certain gratifying
statements that we all love to
hear, such as “your cheque is in
the mail.” However, some
proclamations have a greater
Kumbayah effect on us than oth-
ers, for example those which are
routinely spouted by officialdom.
There are at least three in par-
ticular that we look forward to
hearing each summer:

(1) “No further power outages
should be expected.”

(2) “NEMA is reasonably well
prepared for the hurricane sea-
son.”      

(3) “Schools will be ready
when the children return.”

KEN W KNOWLES, MD
Nassau,
July 13, 2011.

THE KUMBAYAH EFFECT

 



By SANCHESKA BROWN

POLICE seized nearly
$100,000 worth of marijuana
when they searched a home on
St Vincent Drive on Tuesday.

According to police reports,
officers armed with a search
warrant entered the home and
found a large quantity of sus-
pected marijuana which was lat-
er weighed and found to be
around 100 pounds.

They also confiscated three
9mm guns with 100 live rounds
of ammunition, one .40 Glock
with 20 live rounds of ammuni-
tion and one .357 Glock
revolver along with 50 live
rounds of ammunition.

Police also recovered num-
ber of large flat screen televi-
sions and mini laptops. They
have a 42-year-old man in cus-
tody for questioning in connec-
tion with the findings. 

Officers suspect the goods
may be linked to a series of
break-ins in Southwestern New
Providence.

Earlier this week, Superin-
tendent Paul Rolle of the
Carmichael Road Police Sta-
tion said  there have been an
unprecedented number of
break-ins in the area, which
were being conducted by what
police believe to be five sepa-
rate burglary rings.

The robbers have taken cell
phones, watches and other jew-
ellery; gaming systems like
PlayStations and PSPs; laptops,
money, cameras, televisions,
DVD players, car tires and
even drugs.

Ten people, all between the
ages of 20 and 21 have already
been arrested in connection
with some of these matters.

But Officer-In-Charge of the
National Crime Prevention
Office Supt Stephen Dean said
the public also has a role to play
in combating these break-ins.

“If you want to buy, go to
proper stores,” he advised.
“You can not be buying from
these persons on the street for a
quick fix. If it sounds like a steal
of a deal, it probably is. So once
the Bahamian people can say,
‘No’ to stolen property, we
believe that will minimise the
break-ins in the market because
obviously there is a market for
this. If we do that, then we will
be in better shape.”

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                                     THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011, PAGE 5

%HZDUH�RI�+\SRFULV\
/XNH�������

,Q� WKH�PHDQWLPH�� ZKHQ� DQ� LQ�
QXPHUDEOH� PXOWLWXGH� RI� SHRSOH�
KDG� JDWKHUHG� WRJHWKHU�� VR� WKDW�
WKH\� WUDPSOHG� RQH� DQRWKHU�� +H�
EHJDQ�WR�VD\�WR�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�¿UVW�
RI� DOO�� ³%HZDUH� RI� WKH� OHDYHQ� RI�
WKH�3KDULVHHV��ZKLFK�LV�K\SRFULV\��
)RU�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�FRYHUHG�WKDW�
ZLOO� QRW� EH� UHYHDOHG�� QRU� KLGGHQ�
WKDW�ZLOO�QRW�EH�NQRZQ��7KHUHIRUH�
ZKDWHYHU�\RX�KDYH�VSRNHQ�LQ�WKH�
GDUN�ZLOO�EH�KHDUG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��DQG�
ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�VSRNHQ�LQ�WKH�HDU�
LQ�LQQHU�URRPV�ZLOO�EH�SURFODLPHG�
RQ�WKH�KRXVHWRSV�

NEARLY $100,000 OF MARIJUANA SEIZED

By SANCHESKA BROWN

POLICE are awaiting DNA test results
before confirming the identity of a murder
victim whose burned body was found in an
car on Monday.

Circumstantial evidence suggests that the
man is convicted drug dealer Teron Fowler.

Assistant Commissioner of Police Antho-
ny Ferguson said he could neither confirm or
deny that the corpse is indeed Fowler.

“At this time I cannot say, but we are con-
tinuing or investigations. It would be prema-
ture to release information to the public with-
out it being confirmed. I am not able to say
how long the DNA testing will take but
because of the condition of the body, that’s
what we will have to rely on for a positive
identification,” he said.

ACP Ferguson said they have some people
of interest in custody assisting with the inves-

tigations but police have nothing concrete at
this time.

Residents of Joe Farrington Road told police
they heard gunshots just after 3pm Monday.
When they went to inspect the scene they
found a Dodge Charger engulfed in flames. 

Fire fighters were called and when the blaze
was extinguished they discovered the body of
a man in the car.

Police say they do not have a motive for
the crime.

Fowler spent time behind bars in the United
State on charges of importing and attempting
to distribute cocaine.

He was arrested in November 2007 on a
sealed indictment dating back to November
2006.

Police are appealing to anyone with infor-
mation regarding his death to contact police at
911 or 919, Crime Stoppers anonymously at
328-tips or your nearest police station.

POLICE AWAIT DNA RESULTS BEFORE
CONFIRMING VICTIM’S IDENTITY

BURNED BODY WAS FOUND IN CAR



A NORMAL summery
Saturday afternoon was
transformed into an unfor-
gettable fun filled party at

the park when a team of
Scotiabankers partnered to
host the children of Bain
and Grants Town to ‘A Cel-
ebration of Love’.

For the second consecu-
tive year, Scotiabank joined
forces with Van Brown, a
native of the Bahamas
turned actor in Los Angles,
to host a day of food, fun
and entertainment for the
children of those communi-
ties.

Scotiabank provided
many treats, including a live
show by the puppet, Charlie
the Yellow Bahamian. 

Throughout the after-
noon, Scotiabankers could
be seen serving, playing

with and entertaining the
kids.

The highlight of the after-
noon came when the Scotia
Team presented the chil-
dren with a specially packed
Bright Future Kit loaded
with school supplies.

Leah Davis, senior man-
ager for marketing and pub-
lic relations, said: “Giving
back to these children not
only satisfies our commit-
ment to giving back to the
community that we live in
and serve but is also per-
sonally rewarding and grat-
ifying to our employees who
consistently volunteer in
great numbers for events
like this.”  
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THE Eastern Community
Association in conjunction
with the Anglican Church of
the Epiphany and the East-
ern Division of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force will
present an evening of jazz and
classical music on Friday, July
22.

The event will be held at
7pm at the Anglican Church
of the Epiphany, Prince
Charles Drive and Elizabeth
Estates.

It will be held under the
patronage of Minister of
Youth, Sports and Culture
Charles Maynard, Mrs May-
nard, Commissioner of Police
Ellison Greenslade and Mrs
Greenslade.     

The concert will feature the
Eastern Community Associa-
tion Pace Setters Marching
and Concert Band along with
notable artists including Clau-
dia Seymour, Verna Elcott,
Francis Fawkes, Charles Zon-
icle, Kelly Mackey, David
Saunders, Jeremy Russell,
Nathaniel Bailey, James Per-
centie, Omar Neilly, Lisa
Fitzcharles and the Epiphany
Anglican Church Choir. 

The event is being held to

raise funds to purchase musi-
cal instruments for the band
and to fund an overseas trip
to Norfolk University in
October 2011.

The Eastern Community
Association will recognise
outstanding parents of band
members and the gold, silver
and bronze sponsors of the
2011 Eastern Community
Association Festival. 

The Eastern Community
Association, formed in 2003,
is committed to the develop-
ment of communities in east
New Providence.

The aims of the association
are: to uplift communities,

create healthy and safe envi-
ronments for residents, foster
a community spirit, provide
family and wholesome activi-
ties and to lead the youth in
positive pursuits.

The association creates
partnership initiatives with the
residents, churches, the police,
business establishments and
government agencies in order
to effectively carry out its
objectives.

Tickets for the concert are
$25 and may be obtained by
contacting the president of
the association, Karl Spencer,
on 324-6132. Tickets can be
purchased at the door.

TEAM SCOTIA SHOWS LOVE IN BAIN TOWN

AN EVENING OF JAZZ AND CLASSICAL MUSIC



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

CORAL reef managers
from across the Caribbean will
inspect the world’s  third
largest barrier reef off the
coast of Andros today to
explore the impact of climate
change on coral  with the
experts.

World leaders in coral reef
management from the Aus-
tralian Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
(GBRMPA) are leading the
team of 40 coral reef man-
agers from 11 Caribbean
countries to the reef tomor-
row as part of a week long
workshop at the British Colo-
nial Hilton in Nassau.

The Australian government
developed the workshop with
CARICOM after it increased
spending for the Caribbean.

‘Adapting to Climate
Change: a workshop for coral
reef managers’ is focused on
the vulnerability of coral reefs
to climate change, and aims

to answer questions about
why and how they must be
protected.

Dr Paul Marshall, director
of the Climate Change Group
at the GBRMPA, explained
how an ocean temperature
rise of just one degree above
the summer maximum, sus-
tained for four to eight weeks,
will put stress on the reef,
cause bleaching, and poten-
tially kill off the living coral.

“It’s really about under-
standing coral reefs are one
of the most vulnerable ecosys-
tems on the planet to climate
change,” he said.

There have been two major
bleaching events at the Great
Barrier Reef in Australia, and
the whole of the 350,000 sq
km reef, the largest in the
world, was impacted.

Although the damage was
recoverable, it showed the
importance of combatting cli-
mate change and maintaining
the health of the reef.

Dr Marshall said there have
also been several episodes of
bleaching in the Caribbean

over the last 20 years, and in
Andros the group will exam-
ine the areas impacted by
bleaching that have recovered
well, and those that have not,
and explore how the life of
the reef can be restored.

Andros is the third largest
barrier reef in the world,
smaller only than those in
Australia and Belize, and
attracts tourists and divers
from across the globe. It also
serves as an important barrier
from storm surge, and is a
vital ecosystem service, as
essential as any other infra-
structre, Dr Marshall said.

“We are starting to under-
stand just  how much we
depend on reefs for tourism,
for fishing, and coastal pro-
tection, as a barrier reef is
important to protect against
storm surge, so taking mea-
sures as best we can to help
reefs cope with climate change
is so important,” he said.

“Reefs are now at a point
where they need a lot of care
and it’s the role of coral reef
managers, and people who
live near coral reefs, to man-
age them in this delicate stage
to build the resilience of the
reefs for future stress.”

In addition to practices at
a management level, people

can help maintain the health
of the reef by anchoring
responsibly on the sea bed,
not overfishing at a reef, and
not polluting the marine envi-
ronment.

“All of these things will
make a big difference with
how well coral reefs will be,”
Dr Marshall said.
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BARRIER REEF OFF ANDROS SET FOR INSPECTION
CORAL REEF MANAGERS FROM ACROSS THE CARIBBEAN IN WORKSHOP

A NASA satellite image of Andros
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A Bahamian owned group of companies is seeking a financial 
contoller. Applicants should possess the following qualifica-
tions.

Knowledge and Education:

1) A professional accounting designation (CA or CPA)
2) A minimum of five years industry experience as
 a financial controller in managerial capacity.

Skills:

1) Excellent interpersonal skills
2) Excellent managerial skills
3) Strong computer skills
4) Strong analytical skills
5) Strong oral and written skills
6) Able to work in a very dynamic environment

Job responsibilities include the following:

1) Supervising the complete accounting cycle for
 five companies
2) Preparing monthly financial statements for five
 companies
3) Human resources function including payroll for
 120 plus employees
4) Co-ordinating all other areas of the business to
 ensure optimal efficiency
5) Dealing with all governement reporting 
 requirements
6) Dealing with all shareholder inquiries

Interested persons should apply 
no later than July 25, 2011.

Apply to:
DA 95561R

c/o The Tribune
P.O. Box N-3207

Nassau, Bahamas

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER

Graeme Carey
Wenchantia Rigby 
Karen Wert
Natasha Longley
Maria Phillip
Abhiram Ramesh 
Anneé Wildgoose

Dionne Almira 
Carlyle Bethel
Prince Blyden
Marcia Charlow 
Jason Glinton 
Kenrick Hart
Kunal Sharma 

Miguel Cartwright 
Aravind Chenrayan Govindaraju
Leah Hayling 
Karen Wert 
Natalia Adderley 
Runako Aranha-Minnis
Graeme Carey

Congratulations are also 
extended to those students 
receiving a score of four (4).

Queen’s College also 
congratulates the following 
students for achieving the 

highest score possible (5) in 
at least one AP examination.

Advanced Placement courses are 
rigourous, college-level courses 

in many disciplines, taught in 
high school. Many colleges award 

advanced placement credit for 
high scores on AP examinations. 
They also allow students to gain 

an edge in college admissions. 

Miguel 
Cartwright

Carlyle
Bethel

Runako 
Aranha-Minnis

Aravind Chenrayan 
Govindaraju

Dimitri
Duncombe

AP
congratulates

2
0

1 1
QUEEN’S COLLEGE

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – The trial of a Freeport cler-
gyman, who is accused of having sex with a
minor, has been set for August 30 in the
Supreme Court. 

Albert Whylly, 59, was charged in the Magis-
trate’s Court with having sexual intercourse with
a nine-year-old girl on February 7. 

He pleaded not guilty to the offence and was
granted $10,000 bail. 

The Attorney General issued a voluntary
bill of indictment to proceed with the matter in
the Supreme Court, bypassing a preliminary
inquiry. 

Whylly, who is represented by Carlson Shur-
land, appeared before Justice Hartman Longley
on Tuesday for a fixture hearing.

MURDER TRIAL
In other court matters, the murder trial of

Randal Evans Brown is underway in the
Supreme Court. 

Brown, 25, is accused of the shooting death of
37-year-old Denny Rolle in October, 2010, at
Cora’s Place on Sergeant Major Road. 

Jury selection was held on Tuesday and wit-
nesses were called to give evidence on Wednes-
day. 

Carlson Shurland is representing Brown. Dar-
nell Dorsett of the Attorney-General’s Office is
appearing on behalf of the Crown.

COURT DATE SET FOR CLERGYMAN ACCUSED OF SEX WITH MINOR

has changed throughout the
country since 2007 that the same
old game of Marquis and The
Tribune will not work the same
way.”

The party claimed many peo-
ple speculated that the return
of Mr Marquis’ column was a
plot hatched by the FNM, Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham and
publisher of The Tribune to
“stem if not reverse the sagging
fortunes of the FNM among the
electorate.”

There was no attempt in Mr
Marquis’ piece to comment on the govern-
ing party, despite the many problems con-

tinuing to beset Bahamians, the
statement said.

It said: “Despite the long list
of challenges facing the coun-
try – from murders unemploy-
ment to misery – Mr Marquis
chose to mark his re-entry to
the local scene with a story
about the leadership of the
PLP.”

Reiterating its confidence that
the public will not fall for Mr
Marquis’ or The Tribune’s
“same old game”, the party said
the country will now see the
current government as “hope-
less and out of touch with the

cry for the empowerment of the Bahamian
people.”

• To read John Marquis’ column, visit: http://www.tribune242.com/07202011_JOHN-MARQUIS-COLUMN_news_pg6

PLP implies Tribune
and John Marquis

caused party to 
lose 2007 election

JOHN MARQUIS

FROM page one
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality. 

Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character –
from the interior to the drive technology – 
so quickly and precisely in response 

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes 
selective damping.

The interior offers noticeably more 
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the 
C-Class is the perfect embodiment 
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

Tyreflex Star Motors
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas, Tel 242.325.4961 • Fax 242.323.4667

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

IN A continuing effort to
carry out its mandate to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance
to local charities, and to join
forces with other interna-
tional efforts in the fight
against the humanitarian
crises in Africa and other
countries in which people of
the Diaspora reside, the
African Bahamian Associa-
tion (ABA) last Saturday
made a donation to the Unit-
ed Association of Haitians
in the Bahamas (UAHB).

The donation is to aid the
UAHB’s efforts to bring
relief to those in Haiti affect-
ed by the earthquake of
2010. The donation was pre-
sented at the Kem En Het
Heritage Centre Fox Hill.

This donation to the
UAHB is only one in a
series of donations that have
been made over the years by
the ABA to local charities.  

Some of the local charities
and organisations that have
benefitted from ABA dona-
tions over the years include
Great Commissions Min-
istries, the Children’s Emer-
gency Hospital, Unity
House, The Nazareth Cen-
tre, The Sandilands Reha-
bilitation Centre and All
Saints Camp.

Upon presenting the
donation, ABA president
Michael Wisseh commend-
ed the UAHB for its human-
itarian efforts in Haiti and
explained that it is the intent
of the ABA to reach out to
those in need.

He said his organisation is
particularly cognisant of the
many difficulties that have
impacted the Haitian people
over the years.  

Mr Wisseh further said
that one of the reasons Haiti
has suffered so deeply is
because of the fact that it
was “at the vanguard of the

fight for the liberation of
enslaved Africans”.  

“We all owe a debt of
gratitude to Haiti and this
donation is to let those
affected by the earthquake
know that others of the
African Diaspora, in the
spirit of the philosophy of
Ujima – collective work and
responsibility to build and
maintain our community
together and to make our
brother’s and sister’s prob-
lem our problem and to
solve them together – are on
their side,” he said.

Dr Antoine St Louis
accepted the donation on
behalf of the UAHB and in
expressing his appreciation
and gratitude stated that the
donation will go a long way
in helping those most affect-
ed by the earthquake in
Haiti.  

He further explained that
the donation presented by
the ABA will be disbursed
as cash or vouchers to the
needy in Haiti through the

Haiti’s Direct Aid Pro-
gramme (HDAP) which was
structured to ensure that
funds raised and given to the
UAHB through the Haitian
Community Emergency
Fund (a fund formulated to
assist victims that need
urgent assistance) will reach
the persons on the ground
who are most affected by the
earthquake. 

This donation to the
UAHB represents the first
time the ABA has made a
donation that will assist per-
sons outside the Bahamas.

The UAHB is a non-prof-
it organisation that has been
registered since 1996 in the
Bahamas. It was established
to assist and educate pri-
marily Bahamians of Hait-
ian descendants morally,
financially, spiritually and
socially. The UAHB has
been assisting the Haitian
community in the Bahamas
and in Haiti particularly in
the aftermath of the 2010
earthquake. 

(FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT) SENATOR Jacinta Higgs, Chief Cyril
and Edna Ijeoma, Dr Antoine St Louis and Michael Wisseh; (back row)
Arnold Ferguson and Joan Rolle.

DONATION TO UNITED ASSOCIATION
OF HAITIANS IN THE BAHAMAS

AFRICAN BAHAMIAN ASSOCIATION HELPS EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS



like symptoms have presented
like dengue fever, and if in a
matter of a week we can see
an additional 14-plus with
similar symptoms, that con-
cerns us. We must be proac-
tive to ensure that the com-
munity is safe.”

While there have been no
deaths from the illness and
only two confirmed cases in
New Providence,  with an
addition 11 being sent away
for testing, it has been ver-
bally communicated to the
ministry that 50 per cent of
them are positive.

Dr Minnis said: “Because
we know there is a dengue
issue within the region, we do
not want to find ourselves

faced with a problem. There-
fore, we have been proactive,
managing aggressively and
investigating aggressively to
ensure that we remain with
zero mortalities.”

According to the Minister,
dengue fever is a viral illness
transmitted by mosquitos that
can be found in bodies of
water as small as in a bottle
cap.

The disease cannot be
spread from person to person.
The illness presents itself with
flu-like symptoms, including
fever, headache, chills, eye
pain and general body and
muscle aches, said Dr Minnis.

Dengue fever is usually
treated symptomatically, said
Dr Minnis, with necessary flu-
ids and pain killers, similar to

the flu. 
Dr Minnis added that those

experiencing any muscle
aches should take Tylenol and
not aspirin to deal with any
pain.

Director of Environmental
Health Services Melany
Mckenzie said as a result of
the  increase, fogging activi-
ties have been heightened to
reduce the breeding of mos-
quitos.

She said: “This is the sea-
son where we expect a lot of
mosquitos to be present. In
light of what we are experi-
encing now, we have acceler-
ated that treatment not just
in New Providence, but in the
Family Islands.”

To target the specific breed
of mosquito, Ms Mckenzie
said the fogging hours have
changed to 4am to 7.30am.

Ms McKenzie encouraged
the public not to negate the
process by closing their win-
dows. She assured them that
the insecticide is not harmful
to humans and the vapour will
keep the number of mosqui-
tos down.

Other measures being tak-
en include enhanced surveil-
lance, early case identifica-
tion, continued personal train-
ing, rapid response and con-
tainment measures and public
education about the disease,
said Dr Minnis.

While the Ministry of
Health and the Ministry of
Environmental Health are
increasing their efforts, the
public is also being encour-
aged to do their part and take
the proper precautions.

“The current weather con-
ditions are favourable for vec-
tor transmission,” said Dr
Minnis.

He said to diminish the
likelihood of contracting the
disease, the public is advised
to empty all sources of stand-
ing water,  wear mosquito
repellent on exposed skin, use
approved household pesti-
cides inside the house to elim-
inate indoor mosquitos and
ensure all windows and door
screens are intact.

LOCAL NEWS

PAGE 10, THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011      THE TRIBUNE

127,&(

Concerns raised 
over dengue fever

FROM page one

 



slashed the allowances of
senior public officials by
50 per cent; announced
that increments for public
officers would not, for the
most part,  be paid and
froze public service pro-
motions, except for exten-
uating circumstances.

In the 2010/2011 bud-
get, Mr Ingraham said the
full payment of allowances
will be reinstituted, while
civil servants at the maxi-
mum of their pay scales
will  receive a one-time
lump-sum payment, equiv-
alent to one increment. 

It was announced that
the changes would take
place in the upcoming fis-

cal year; however, Mr Pin-
der said the omission of a
set  pay date  had been
largely overlooked.

“The tax increase has
already come into ful l
effect,” he said. 

“They (public service)
were disfranchised for
more than a year. We’d
been working with the
government during these
hard economic times, just
to  show good fa i th  i t
would have been nice if
(government) did (pay
workers). 

“If (government) didn’t

do (pay workers),  they
should at least not build
up people’s expectations.
Normally when the bud-
get is released, and funds
are released, payments
start,” Mr Pinder said.

The expected payments
will not affect the entire
public service, according
to Mr Pinder, who lament-
ed that negotiations for
the new industrial agree-
ment had not yet started.
The union is still awaiting
a counter proposal from
the government.

It was further stated in

the budget that two more
increments will be added
to every pay scale in the
public service and every

public officer will be enti-
tled to an increment in
pay during the next fiscal
year, and a further incre-

ment during the subse-
quent  f i sca l  year .  The
freeze on promotions was
also lifted.
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FROM page one Public servants to ‘turn up heat’ over lump sum

 



UNITED NATIONS
Associated Press

THE U.N. Security Coun-
cil failed to agree on
Wednesday that climate
change is an international
peace and security issue,
leading the United States to
call the lack of consensus
"pathetic" and "shortsight-
ed."

Russia, China and several
other council members
argued that climate change

shouldn't be discussed in the
U.N. body responsible for
world peace, but rather by
agencies such as the U.N.
Environment Program and
the U.N. Economic and
Social Council.

Britain joined the U.S. in
arguing that it is appropri-
ate for the council to address
the climate change's securi-
ty implications, noting that
dramatically changing
weather patterns are lead-
ing to flooding, drought,

dwindling food stocks and
other crises that threaten
global security and peace.

The latest such crisis is the
famine that the U.N.
declared Wednesday in two
regions of southern Soma-
lia.

The president of the small
Pacific island state of Nauru,
threatened by rising seas
that scientists blame on cli-
mate change, expressed his
disappointment with the
council's failure to agree on
the issue.

"The Security Council
must reflect current geopo-
litical realities if it is to
remain relevant," acknowl-
edged Nauru's President

Marcus Stephen.
Stephen applauded the

council's recent examination
of the security implications
of development, cultural and
religious tolerance. "Yet, the
council would render itself
irrelevant if it chose to
ignore the biggest security

threat of our time," he said.
Germany, in its role as

council president for the
month of July, brought the
issue before the body in an
effort to shine a spotlight on
the potentially devastating
consequences of climate
change as sea levels and
temperatures rise and
weather patterns are dis-
rupted.

Issue
The council also failed to

agree on whether climate
change was an issue of world
peace in 2007, when Britain
brought up the issue.

British Ambassador Mark
Lyall Grant argued Wednes-
day in favour of a council
statement that climate
change has put internation-
al peace and security at risk,
arguing that "conflict pre-
vention is key in the coun-
cil's work."

American Ambassador
Susan E. Rice said that the
council's failure to approve
such a statement is "pathet-
ic, it's shortsighted and quite
frankly, it's a dereliction of
duty."

U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon said that as
the effects of climate change
grow, so do the threats to
global peace and security.

"Extreme weather events

are becoming more fre-
quent, more intense and
affecting ever more people,"
Ban said. "The conse-
quences include massive loss
of life, human suffering and
economic loss.

"Megacrises are becom-
ing the new normal," said
Ban.

Russian Ambassador
Alexander Pankin, his coun-
try's deputy permanent rep-
resentative to the U.N., said
involving the Security Coun-
cil in the debate could lead
to "increased politicization"
of the issue.

Pankin said Russia
remained committed to
combating climate change,
but believed that the "nec-
essary and sufficient mecha-
nisms" already exist else-
where at the United
Nations.

Agencies
Likewise, Brazilian

Ambassador Maria Luiza
Riberiro Viotti said she
believes that the U.N.
already had agencies to deal
with the issue.

"The only effective way
forward is achieving an
ambitious result under the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change and its Kyoto Pro-
tocol," she said.
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397-1700

Get a FREE PART
with purchases $200.00 or more on
select items. While supplies last.

SUMMER SALE
July 1 - Aug 31, 2011

Tercel
Swi�

Corolla
Accent
Avalon

Windom
Elantra

Sidekick
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Up to 50% OFF
on select items

East Shirley Street
(opposite Church St.)

EXECUTIVE MOTORS & QUALITY AUTO SALES

UN COUNCIL FAILS TO
AGREE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL
BAN KI-MOON SAID:

‘Extreme weather events 
are becoming more frequent,

more intense and affecting 
ever more people. 
The consequences 

include massive loss 
of life, human suffering 

and economic loss.’

UNITED STATES CALLS LACK OF CONSENSUS ‘PATHETIC’ AND ‘SHORTSIGHTED’

         



LONDON
Associated Press

PRIME MINISTER David
Cameron dragged his political
foes into Britain's phone-hacking
scandal Wednesday, as he
sought to distance himself from
his former aide at the heart of
the allegations and denied that
his staff had tried to thwart
police investigations.

Cameron, who flew back from
Africa early to address the emer-
gency session of Parliament,
defended his decision to hire for-
mer News of the World editor
Andy Coulson as his communi-
cations chief, saying his work in
government had been untar-
nished.

Coulson was arrested this
month in connection with the
tabloid's alleged practice of
intercepting the voicemails of
celebrities and crime victims to
get scoops. Cameron reminded
lawmakers Wednesday that he
has yet to be found guilty of any-
thing.

But the prime minister also
sought to put some distance
between him and Coulson.

"With 20/20 hindsight, and all
that has followed, I would not
have offered him the job, and I
expect that he wouldn't have
taken it," Cameron told law-
makers who packed the House
of Commons for the special
address. 

"You live and you learn, and
believe you me, I have learnt."

Cameron then dragged
Labour Party officials into the
spotlight, saying that most
British politicians had tried to
court media baron Rupert Mur-
doch — whose News Corp.
owned the now-defunct News of
the World and several other
British newspapers.

The prime minister added that
Labour should be careful before
casting stones about hiring choic-
es. 

Labour's former spin doctor

Alastair Campbell was accused
of exaggerating government doc-
uments in the lead-up of the Iraq
war, and the party's former spe-
cial adviser Damien McBride
quit amid allegations he circu-
lated scurrilous rumors about
political opponents.

"You've still got Tom Bald-
win working in your office!"
Cameron exclaimed, referring
to Labour's political strategist
who has been accused of illegal-
ly obtaining private banking
information in 1999 while work-
ing as a journalist for The Times,
another Murdoch paper. 

Baldwin could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment.

Police
Labour was in power when

the phone hacking scandal broke
in 2005 over a News of the
World story about Prince
William's knee injury — infor-
mation that royal household staff
believed could have only come
from illegal voicemail intercepts.
The scandal has since embroiled
top politicians, police and jour-
nalists in Britain.

And it seems more is yet to
come.

Only some 200 of the nearly
4,000 people whose information
is believed to have been targeted
have been notified by police, and
detectives have started a sepa-
rate inquiry into whether other
news organisations over the
years have breached data priva-
cy laws.

Scotland Yard also said
Wednesday that it was increasing
the number of staff assigned to
the phone-hacking inquiry to
meet a "significant increase in
the workload" due to a surge of
inquiries and requests for assis-
tance from the public and
lawyers.

Already 10 people have been
arrested, including Coulson, who
was editor at the News of the

World when royal reporter Clive
Goodman and private investi-
gator Glenn Mulcaire were
arrested and jailed in 2007 in
connection with the Prince
William story.

Police dropped their investi-
gation into the hacking claims
in 2007 once the men were pros-
ecuted, and Coulson quit the
paper shortly after. 

It was then that Cameron,
who was Conservative opposi-
tion leader at the time, hired him
as his communications chief.

Police reopened the hacking
investigation this January when
allegations of arose that the
newspaper had intercepted —
and deleted — the voicemail
messages of a 13-year-old who
was kidnapped and later mur-
dered.

Since its revival, the scandal
has exploded, forcing Murdoch
to shut the 168-year-old News
of the World and abandon a bid
to take control of British Sky
Broadcasting, raising questions
of whether police accepted
bribes to give reporters' tips, and
highlighting the way politicians
sought to curry favor with the
News Corp. media empire.

A judge, meanwhile, on
Wednesday awarded actor Hugh
Grant — one of the most promi-
nent celebrity critics of the Mur-
doch empire — the right to see
whether he was one of the tar-
geted celebrities. Others who
allegedly had phones hacked
included Sienna Miller and
Gwyneth Paltrow.

Cameron said a special panel
would be set up to investigate
practices at other news organi-
zations and the relationship
among media organizations,
politicians and police.

"The problem has been taking
place over many years — the
problem is for both our main
parties and the problem is one
the public expect us to stop play-
ing with and to rise to the occa-
sion and deal with it for the good

of the country," Cameron said.
He adamantly denied, how-

ever, that anyone on his staff
ever tried to influence the police
hacking investigation.

"To risk any perception that
No 10 (Downing Street) was
seeking to influence a sensitive
police investigation in any way
would have been completely
wrong," he said.

But he did admit to meeting
with News Corp. executives
more than two dozen times
from May 2010 to this month
— meetings that were criti-
cized in Parliament by
Labour leader Ed Miliband,
who said Cameron had made
a "catastrophic error of judg-
ment" in hiring Coulson.
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BRITISH PM DRAGS OPPONENTS
INTO HACKING SCANDAL

DAVID CAMERON SEEKS TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM FORMER AIDE

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
David Cameron. (AP)
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Improving macroeconomic
numbers will hide continuing
“pain and suffering” that will
last for several years, a lead-
ing businessman warning yes-
terday that many Bahamians
would not feel economic
recovery because they were
“digging themselves out of a
debt hole”.

Franklyn Wilson, the
Arawak Homes and Sunshine
Group of Companies chair-
man, made an impassioned
plea to Bahamians to “lay-off
consumer borrowing”, warn-
ing that “indiscipline” in this
area was leading to serious
consequences for over-lever-
aged households and individ-
ual Bahamians.

And he argued that the
biggest growth area for con-
sumer lending - debt consoli-
dation loans - was regressive,
rather than progressive, as
this just created the climate
for Bahamians to borrow
even more and become fur-
ther indebted.

Backing the recent com-
ments of Anwer Sunderji,

HEADLINE DATA
MASKING ‘PAIN
AND SUFFERING’
* Arawak Homes chief
says personal economic
recoveries to take
much longer as too
many ‘digging them-
selves out of debt hole’
* Appeals to Bahamians
to end ‘indiscipline’

FRANKLYN WILSON

SEE page 10B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A well-known Bahamian
marriage officer yesterday
questioned why the Govern-
ment would “mess” with a
recession-proof sector of the
tourism market, warning that
the Maritime Marriage Act
would impact “the trickle
down effect” for up to 30
Bahamian individuals/com-
panies hired per wedding.

Matthew Sweeting, the pas-
tor and licensed marriage offi-
cer operating as Island
Preacha, told Tribune Busi-
ness that he and other busi-
nesses providing services to

‘WHY MESS’ WITH
RECESSION-PROOF
TOURISM MARKET?
* Act to hit ‘trickle
down’ for up to 30
Bahamian
companies/individuals
per cruise wedding
* Between 6-20 cruise
marriages per month, as
Gov’t urged to amend
Maritime Marriage law

SEE page 7B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Port Department this
week met with New Provi-
dence jet ski operators to out-
line policies to “deal with the
nuisance” their craft cause,
with Exuma-based bonefish-
ing guides warning that efforts
to establish similar businesses
on their island could jeopar-

Gov’t unveils jet ski crackdown
* Policies to ‘deal with
the nuisance’ shared with
operators
* Exuma bonefish guides
warn $13m earnings, and
15,000 visitors, attracted
over 15 years in jeopardy
if similar business estab-
lished thereSEE page 9B

By NATARIO 
MCKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter

Scrap metal dealers have
no way of detecting whether
material brought to them is
stolen, Tribune Business was
told yesterday, as a govern-
ment minister said the
Ingraham administration
was exploring ways to clamp
down on the illegal trade
impacting state-owned Cor-
porations.

Phenton Neymour, minis-
ter of state for the environ-
ment, said: “One of the first
things we have begun to
look at is who is exporting
these goods. We are look-
ing at how they acquire
these goods, and to see if we
can put in some standards
and processes that would
confirm that these goods are
received through legitimate
means.

“This is something that we
are discussing. It’s a matter
that affects a number of gov-
ernment agencies, and so it’s
a matter we are looking into
right now.” Jamaica has
placed a temporary ban on
its scrap metal trade after
several public and business-
es and properties were van-
dalised.

Sheno Ferguson, propri-
etor of Trinity Development
and Trading Solutions, yes-
terday said the most
Bahamian scrap metal oper-
ators can do is request some
form of identification from
those seeking to sell them
copper.

“As it stands there isn’t
any way to know where the

Scrap dealers:
No way to detect

stolen items

PHENTON NEYMOUR

* Only protection is to
take ID from sellers
* Government exploring
ways to clamp down on
illegal trade

SEE page 8B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government is likely to this
year complete project proposals
for $3.5-$4 million worth of funds,
out of $7.5 million in total being
made available to the Bahamas,
for projects aiming to tackle issues
such as land degradation and cli-
mate change mitigation, Tribune
Business was told yesterday.

Earl Deveaux, minister of the
environment, confirmed that the
Bahamas was “in line” to get $7.5
million in funding for a variety of
projects from the Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF), the same
organisation that helped to finance
the Compact Fluorescent Light
(CFL) distribution to low and mid-

‘Aim for the stars’ via
$7.5m project funding
* Government likely to complete $4.5-$4m
worth of project proposals, dealing with
energy and transport reform, this year
* Focus on ‘net zero’ energy community in
the Family Islands77
* Low carbon technologies targeted for
public transport

SEE page 5B

 



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

Have you ever
had a ‘run-in’
with a graph-
i c / w e b

designer who promised bril-
liant designs, but instead gave
you one big mess? No, you’re
not a specialist, but you’re
intelligent enough to know
what’s good and what’s not.
All you sought was an online
presence that would help your
business succeed, but what
you got instead wasn’t worth
the pixels it was displayed on.

We often hear of unfortu-
nate tales from clients who
have hired a designer or pro-
grammer, only to be left with
an unfinished project. There
are also those cases when the
project was completed, but
the designer dodges out and
leaves clients in the cold with-
out any follow-up support.
Not good, right? 

Unfortunately, opportuni-
ties quickly become night-
mares when a client takes on
a web or graphic designer.
Because good graphic or web
designers do not grow on
trees, it is wise to be cautious
when hiring as the cheapest,
fastest or most elaborate does
not always equate to the most
appropriate.

It seems there are web
designers lurking around
every corner. Just because
someone calls themselves a
web designer does not mean
they are, so how do you go
about landing one you'll be
happy with? Well, regardless
of whether you manage a
small business, charitable
organisation, or five-star com-
pany, choosing the right
designer is not always as sim-
ple as looking through the
Yellow Pages.  

With thousands of design-
ers to choose from, how do
you choose the appropriate
one? Designers commit blun-
ders that may make them
appear as amateurs, but here
are some concerns to note
and questions to consider to
avoid being left in  disarray.

For the sake of simplicity,
ensure your designer under-
stands your vision. Clearly
explain your timeline and
expectations for completion.
Does the designer have avail-

able a number of prevous
designs for your review? Will
the designer conduct research
regarding my competition?
Will my website highlight the
features, benefits and value
of my product or service?

Has the designer outlined
a plan of action for creating
an effective site from start to
finish? , Will they provide me
with a hard copy (a CD) with
all the website files, including
HTML and image files? Is
there a ‘staging’ site where
you will be able to preview
your website before it is ready
to be launched?

Ensure that the website
loads properly in different
browsers (such as Internet
Explorer, Mozilla Firefox and
Google Chrome), as websites
perform differently in varied
formats. Do they possess the
necessary technical skill-set
required? What programming
languages do they know
(HTML, JavaScript, PHP,
CSS, Word Press or Flash)?
Do they have experience
using programs such as Pho-
toshop or Fireworks? If your
designer says they will use

FrontPage to design your
website, run for the hills. Sites
designed with this program
are usually not search engine-
friendly, and may not display
properly across different
browsers.

Prices: Designers vary in
quality and price. Rate is cer-
tainly an issue, especially if
you're a new business seek-
ing low costs. Hourly rates
can range anywhere from $25
per hour to $200 per hour.
The value of the services ren-
dered is really what’s impor-
tant, as a $14.29 website will
look, feel and perform like a
$14.29 website and nothing
more, as you would only get
what you pay for. Fifty per
cent down is a golden rule.

The cost of your site’s
development will depend on

three factors: The features,
content amount and service
options included with the
package. Don’t forget to ask
about a flat fee or an hourly
rate, or seek to negotiate a
discount in exchange for hir-
ing them for multiple projects.

Portfolio: Is a portfolio cur-
rently online? Why? This is
one of the most important
elements to measure a design-
er's skill. It is not crucial that
the sites in the design’s port-
folio be active and online, but
it is a practical display to val-
idate the designer’s capabili-
ties.

Education/Training: Many
tend to favour degrees from
art and design colleges and
four-year universities, versus
vocational/technical schools,
but use your judgment. Fancy
someone who can think cre-
atively, not just someone who
can use a software. Don't be
discouraged if your designer
doesn't have a degree, as
graphic design is more about

'DYLG�%HWKHOO�DQG�(OLH]HU�5HJQLHU
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Sandals Resorts Interna-
tional (SRI) will have educat-
ed at least 13,000 travel agents
about its properties on New
Providence and Exuma by
year-end 2011, its director of
industry relations told senior
management at Sandals Roy-
al Bahamian yesterday.

Sandals Royal Bahamian
and Sandals Emerald Bay will
enter the resort group’s trav-
el agent familiarisation
(Mega-Fam) season on Sep-
tember 5. They will host
agents from throughout the
world at the resorts to edu-
cate them about the Sandals
product.

In fall 2010, Sandals Royal
Bahamian and Emerald Bay
hosted 3,000 agents, and this

year both properties expect
to match or exceed these
numbers.

David Roper, Sandals’
director of industry rela-
tions, said that despite the
advent of online travel
bookings, agents remain
vital to Sandals Emerald
Bay and Sandals Royal
Bahamian.

“In addition to these two,
we have 19 other properties
throughout the Caribbean, so
agents are absolutely critical;
they are our lifeblood. 

“We have forged relation-
ships with travel agents world-
wide, not just in North Amer-
ica. 

“They remain for us an
integral part of our distribu-
tion network,” Mr Roper said.

Sandals Royal Bahamian
had enjoyed stellar occupancy
levels during the summer, Mr
Roper said, adding that this
was not by chance.

“Amazing occupancy lev-
els do not happen by accident.
Business in this industry does
not come easy,” he said.

Mr Roper credited the
resort chain’s good relation-
ship with travel agents to the

marketing support that the
company offers, and the loy-
alty the brand has to the
agents who sell its products.

Sandals last year turned

away $14 million in sales
because it refused to do busi-
ness with online travel sites
that undercut the business of
traditional travel agents.
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Sandals: 13,000 agents
educated on Bahamas

Chain turned away $14m in 2010 sales from undercutting Internet travel sites

AGENTS REMAIN VITAL: David Roper, Sandals’ director of industry relations.
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cruise ship couples would
“lose that business right off
the top”, and urged the Gov-
ernment to amend “the wed-
ding aspect” of the new Act.

Apart from the services
provided by himself and oth-
er marriage officers, Mr
Sweeting said numerous oth-
er Bahamian businesses and
professionals were hired to
ensure weddings functioned
smoothly. These companies
ranged from tour operators
and tax drivers, providing
ground transportation for the
wedding party and their
guests, to wedding planners,
flower and cake arrangers,
and chair and table rental
companies.

“I see the trickle down
effect. We hire a number of
people each week to make
sure the wedding happens.,”
Mr Sweeting told Tribune
Business. “People get married
every week from the cruise
ships. On a good day, we can
hire up to 30 Bahamians.
That’s pretty significant. In
some cases, it’s not 30
Bahamians, but 30 Bahami-
an companies.”

Confirming that “we deal
with a lot of cruise ship wed-
dings each month”, Mr Sweet-
ing said he could be dealing
with between six-15, even up
to 20, weddings of cruise ship
passengers per month after
their Bahamas-registered ves-
sels docked in Bahamian
ports. 

He added that wedding
costs ranged from between
$1,000-$3,000 per ceremony,
on average, depending on the
size and lavishness of the wed-
ding. If there were two-three
weddings per day, significant
sums would be divided
between all the Bahamas-
based firms and individuals
providing such services, with
all that money staying in this
economy

The Maritime Marriage
Act, though, could threaten
this business, as it will allow
couples on Bahamas-regis-
tered cruise ships to now be
married at sea.

“I do think it will have an
impact,” Mr Sweeting told
Tribune Business. “We’ve

met a number of people [cou-
ples] who, in past years, have
said that if they were given
the option of marrying on the
boat, they would take it. 

“We’re going to lose those
couples off the top. From an
economic point of view, it will
have some impact on the
economy. We do a significant
amount of cruise weddings
each year. It is a part of the
destination wedding business
for sure.”

This situation was not
helped, he added, by the fact
that there was much misin-
formation on the Internet
concerning the laws and pro-
cedures for onshore Bahamas
weddings. While couples are
required to spend 24 hours (a
day) in this nation prior to the
wedding, Mr Sweeting said
some websites still said 15
days was the requirements.

Hassle
In addition, some visiting

couples still believed it was
“a hassle” to get married on
shore, fearing delays and costs
in obtaining $100 marriage
licences and getting the sup-
porting affidavits completed. 

Mr Sweeting said they did
not realise marriage officers
worked closely with the Reg-
istrar General’s Department
to overcome this issue, and
expressed concern that the
Maritime Marriage Act would
be seen “as a way to sidestep
the costs”.

“We’re taking part of the
tourism market that’s putting
money back into the economy
every month, every day. Why
mess with that?” Mr Sweet-
ing asked.

“My biggest concern is that
the destination wedding busi-
ness is one of the few areas
of tourism that’s recession-
proof. People need to get
married, just like they get a
haircut, and they can save on
average two-thirds of their
weddings costs” by coming to
the Bahamas, according to
Conde Naste magazine.

Couples seeking to get mar-
ried were not coming to the
Bahamas just because of its
beautiful beaches, he added,
making them a more stable
business category that was not
as susceptible to economic

ups and downs
Although he had yet to see

the Maritime Marriage Act,
Mr Sweeting said he had been
told by MPs that it permitted
the captain of a Bahamas-reg-
istered cruise ship to conduct
weddings up to 12 miles off-
shore of a Bahamian island.

He expressed concern that
this would see the Treasury
obtain less revenue from mar-
riage licence and documenta-
tion fees, although Ian Fair,
the Bahamas Maritime
Authority’s chairman, earlier
this week told Tribune Busi-
ness that a PowerPoint pre-
sentation by the cruise lines
had suggested more revenues
would accrue to the Govern-
ment.

“If they were consulting
people, it did not happen at
this part of the industry,” Mr
Sweeting said of the Act.
Finding out about it on the
day it was debated in Parlia-
ment, he said he contacted
the destination weddings divi-
sion in the Ministry of
Tourism, who were “also not
in the know” and had no idea
the legislation had been
brought forward.

“What I’m hoping is that
they can make an amendment
to the Act relating to the wed-
ding aspect,” Mr Sweeting
told Tribune Business. “I
think it’s time to see if there’s
any possibility of amending it
in terms of the wedding
aspect, rather than reverse the
actual decision.”

Mr Fair, in an interview
with Tribune Business on
Monday, said it was “com-
mercially essential” for the
BMA to pass the Maritime
Marriage Act, given that the
cruise lines had warned they
might leave the Bahamian
ship registry for its Bermuda
or Malta counterparts, which
both permitted marriages at
sea.

Pressure to this effect had
been coming for some time,
and Mr Fair said any loss of
cruise ships would affect both
the Bahamian shipping reg-
istry’s high quality reputation
and its revenue base, given
that this segment accounted
for a higher share of the
BMA’s annual $15-$16 mil-
lion turnover than its 18 per
cent gross tonnage share.

‘Why mess’ with
recession-proof
tourism market?
FROM page 1B

 



copper is coming from, so
what you normally do is get
identification from them, so
if the authorities or anyone
was to come in and say:
‘This was missing’, we could
always go back into our
books and send them to the
persons who brought in the
material. That’s pretty much
the only way because all
cooper looks the same.
There is no real way of
telling its origin,” Mr Fer-
guson said.

He added that while he
does purchase copper, he
has not encountered any
incidents of copper theft,
steering away from dealing
heavily in the metal and
focusing mainly on iron for
two reasons primarily. 

“Some persons just deal
with scrap, basic copper, alu-

minum, brass and all other
small nonferrous materials.
Persons like myself prefer
to deal with iron; cars and
heavy equipment and so
forth,” Mr Ferguson said. 

“Copper isn’t as easy to
come across. Copper wire is

normally very small and not
that heavy, so you would
need an ample amount to
actually make something.
That’s one of the reasons I
prefer to not bother with it. 

“Secondly, you have to
worry about whether it was

stolen, because if a person
can identify that the materi-
al was stolen, it’s only fair
for you to return the item
and that will be loss of rev-
enue for you.”

He added that while sell-
ing a substantial amount of

copper would generate sig-
nificant revenues, there was
also the aforementioned
risk.

Photo
“A lot of scrap metal

operators are asking for
photo ID. The problem is
that it is hard to identify
what is stolen and what is
not.

“If some one comes to
you with 1,000 pounds of
copper you won’t turn it
down. The person could
have been saving it, but just
as well he may have just
stolen it. You would want
to purchase it because you
can see the turnaround for
you,” Mr Ferguson said.

BEC chairman Michael
Moss, although unable to
give a dollar amount for
how much copper theft
costs the Corporation, noted
that it has had an adverse
impact on operations.

“We have out on our sys-
tem lightning arrestors, so
that in the event of lightning
we do not sustain significant
outages on our distribution

systems. These lightning
arrestors depend on having
a cooper conductor going to
ground, so that the surge
from the copper conductor
will go to ground instead of
going to the power line and
maybe causing damage to
people’s appliances. 

“So now, in instances of a
lightning strike, a lot of that
surge is going into the pow-
er lines and is adversely
impacting consumer’s appli-
ances,” Mr Moss said.

“Copper is a commodity
which has a demand, so peo-
ple steal it and ship it off the
island. The copper is melted
down and made into some
copper form that can be sold
into the market place again. 

“Copper is used very
extensively because it is a
very good conductor of elec-
tricity. 

“It is exported as scrap in
the  same way you have
vehicles being scrapped, but
the market value of copper
is significantly higher than
say the market value of
scrap iron, so it is a much
more attractive item for
thieves.”
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Scrap dealers:  No way 
to detect stolen items
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dise the $13 million earnings
they have generated over the
last 15 years.

Ear Deveaux, minister of
the environment, confirmed
to Tribune Business that Port
Controller, Commander
Patrick McNeil, had met with
Nassau-based jet ski opera-
tors, and suggested that Fam-
ily Island Port Authority
Boards and Local Govern-
ment councils seek to imple-
ment similar policies to regu-
late the industry there.

“Jet skis are a particular
nuisance in our tourism indus-
try,” the minister conceded.
“To deal with the nuisance,
the Port Controller had a
meeting with the jet ski oper-
ators this week, and shared
with them some policies we
intend to implement, because
we have had similar com-
plaints [to those on Exuma]
in New Providence.”

Several fatalities and acci-
dents involving jet skis have
made headlines in recent
months, and the Governmen-
t’s policy regulations include
stipulating hours of operation,
where jet skis can load and
unload, how far from the
shore they must be, and spec-
ifying the sea lanes in which
they can be operated.

Asked whether the jet ski
industry was effectively a
‘Wild, Wild West, Mr
Deveaux replied: “Your
words, not mine.” 

A significant section of
Exuma society has also
objected to an application
being made to operate a jet
ski business on that island
and, in e-mails sent to Tri-
bune Business, said they were
especially upset that former
permanent secretary in the
Ministry of the Environment,
Ronald Thompson, informed
the Nassau Port Department

in March that the moratori-
um on commercial jet ski
businesses had been lifted.

The Nassau Port Depart-
ment then wrote to the Exu-
ma Port Board informing it
of this, and that jet ski busi-
ness licence applications could
be accepted again. Tribune
Business was told that no
explanation for the morato-
rium’s lifting had been forth-
coming.

Informing this newspaper
that he was aware of the situ-
ation on Exuma, Mr Deveaux
said that while the moratori-
um was “a blunt instrument
to deal” with the problems
posed by jet skis, he had been
unable to find where this orig-
inated from.

In the absence of any
records in the Government’s
files, Mr Deveaux said it
appeared as if the moratorium
had effectively been an
“assumed” ban on new com-
mercial jet ski licence appli-
cations. He added, though,
that it appeared to have been
used to provide breathing

space to establish a frame-
work for regulating the indus-
try, and said this was the way
both central and local gov-
ernments needed to go.

Objections
Voicing their objections to

a licence application for a
business allegedly featuring
10 jet skis, which is before
Exuma’s local government
council now, a letter from the
Exuma [Bonefish] Guides
Association, copied to Tri-
bune Business, said that
approving the venture could
impact the sustainability of
the island’s fisheries
resources.

“We realise, and appreci-
ate, that this application rep-
resents potential revenue for
the applicant as well as a
tourism opportunity,” the
Guides told the Exuma local
government members. 

“However, having said that,
it will unquestionably have a
seriously negative impact on

the bonefishing industry.  
“In contrast, and to provide

some perspective, over the
past 15 years the bonefish
guides of the P&P Bonefish
lodge have been instrumen-
tal in generating over 15,000
visiting fishermen and more
than $13 million tourism dol-
lars. While similar documen-
tation for the independent
guides of Exuma is not avail-
able, it's likely they have gen-
erated similar numbers.”

They added: “Once word
reaches the flyfishing com-

munity that jet skis are an
organised activity in these
waters, fishermen will look to
other destinations for their
bonefishing trips. One only
has to read one of the fishing
message boards or  magazines
for confirmation. 

“Even easier, query any
one of the sporting whole-
salers to see how quickly Exu-
ma would be dropped from
their listings once jet skis were
to become an issue.

“The above is not intend-
ed to suggest that these areas

should be restricted to only
bonefishing.  Traditionally,
tourists and residents alike
have found it a paradise for
kayaking, snorkeling, beach-
ing, birdwatching and fishing.
All of these activities are
clearly in harmony with the
resource. Jet skis simply are
not. If the wisdom of local
government is to allow for jet
ski operations, we respectful-
ly suggest it be regulated for
use in areas where their oper-
ation will be less intrusive and
less dangerous.”
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Gov’t unveils jet ski crackdown

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to
hear from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for
a good cause,
campaigning for
improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

 



Fidelity Bank (Bahamas)
chief executive, that it would
take “two-three years mini-
mum” for the Bahamian com-
mercial banking industry to
work out its $1.194 billion bad
loan portfolio, Mr Wilson said
this reflected the fact that
many were still “getting out
of the hole they’re in”.

This, he added, had been
caused by a combination
over-borrowing and reduced
incomes/unemployment
resulting from the recession,
meaning that many Bahami-
ans lacked the funds to ser-
vice their obligations.

“People keep talking about
the recovery, but the fact of
the matter is that one cannot
look at this economy in
macroeconomic terms,” Mr

Wilson told Tribune Business. 
“I have very little doubt

that a year from now the
macroeconomic numbers will
be showing more favourably
than they are today, but indi-
viduals will not feel it, and not
be in a better position,
because primarily they are
digging themselves out of a
hole. I appeal to people: Lay-
off this consumer debt, this
level of indiscipline. The con-
sequences are serious.”

Some may argue that Mr
Wilson has a vested interest,

given that his Arawak Homes
business relies on home buy-
ers able to qualify for mort-
gage financing - something
not helped by the Bahamian
attraction (some might say,
addiction) for consumer loans
to fund the ‘bling’ and finer
things in life.

The data, though, indicates
the Arawak Homes chairman
has a point. The latest Cen-
tral Bank of the Bahamas
monthly economic report, for
May 2011, noted that while
credit extended to Bahamian

consumers, households and
businesses firmed by $7.5 mil-
lion in May, compared to a
$16.9 million contraction in
the same month in 2010, the
majority of that growth -
some $5.2 million or 69.33 per
cent of the former figure -
came from consumer lending.

And debt consolidation
loans accounted for the
“majority of the credit
growth” in April 2011,
increasing by $13.9 million.

Railing against the latter
aspect, Mr Wilson said this
meant that Bahamian bor-
rowers were able to consoli-
date five-six outstanding loans
they had into one or two facil-
ities, thereby reducing their
monthly interest payments. 

It is often a ‘last resort’
option for those struggling to
meet their obligations, and
the Arawak Homes chairman
added that it often encour-
aged those involved to fall
into the trap of borrowing
more. “When you look at
consumer lending, the biggest
element is debt consolida-
tion,” Mr Wilson told Tribune
Business. “All that means to

do is put you into further
debt, and give you a new lease
of life to borrow more money.
That’s not progressive.”

Mr Wilson suggested the
country was back to “encour-
aging the Central Bank” to
look at an appropriate policy
response to control the level
of consumer lending/borrow-
ing in the Bahamas.

While many would argue
that it is impossible to legis-
late morality and controls for
a person’s borrowing tenden-
cies, Mr Wilson said that
while not wishing to make a
partisan political point, prior
to 1992 the Central Bank did
have policies in place to con-
trol excessive consumer bor-
rowing. He told Tribune Busi-
ness there were minimum
downpayment requirements
that borrowers of consumer
loans had to meet then, but
such strictures were removed
following that year’s general
election after the FNM made
it a campaign issue. 

This newspaper, though,
recalls that the Central Bank
within the last decade did
something similar, recom-

mending to its commercial
bank licencees that they
require a minimum 15 per
cent downpayment equity
contribution by all Bahamian
consumer loan applicants.
Some banks have also per-
fected their security by tak-
ing a lien over borrowers’
monthly salaries.

Mr Wilson acknowledged
that Bahamian commercial
banks’ first responsibility was
to their shareholders in terms
of delivering profits, hence
the focus of many on higher-
interest, higher yielding con-
sumer loans. Yet he argued
that there were wider public
policy issues at stake.

“The evidence continues to
mount that the pain, suffer-
ing and social consequences
are increasing,” Mr Wilson
said of the consumer lending
binge. I urge all who have
concerns with public policy
not to get too caught up with
macroeconomic figures show-
ing recovery. The pain and
suffering will continue for a
lot longer than the figures
show.”

Mr Wilson also reiterated
that the banking sector’s focus
on high-margin consumer
loans was “having the effect
of diverting funds from any-
thing productive”. He ques-
tioned whether this was a fac-
tor behind agriculture’s poor
performance, plus the lack of
investment in the manufac-
turing sector.
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communicating ideas than
being able to create some-
thing gaudy with Photoshop
alone.

References: Do you have
references? Why? Ask for a
resume and see what type of
companies they've worked
for, and in what capacity
(designer, art director, intern,
etc). This acts as proof and
displays history, and can help
ensure a designer’s trustwor-
thiness as to whether they will
be around after your deposit
is made.

Support: Should a problem
arise, who is my primary con-
tact after regular hours?
Why? It ensures ongoing
changes, site maintenance and
support. There’s nothing
worse than contracting a
designer only to find they are
impossible to contact. Con-
sistent, open contact with
your web designer is impor-
tant during and after your
website is developed.

Ownership: Who will have
ownership of the site? Design-
ers often relinquish the copy-
right of the design to the
client, and that’s OK. Ensure
you will own the design, lay-
out, content and graphics, as
you may want to use these
features in other marketing
material.

Confidentiality: Often,
working with a designer
means they’ll be distributing
private or confidential infor-
mation about your business. If
concerned ask the designer to
sign an NDA (Non-Disclo-
sure Agreement) that states
they will not share the infor-
mation with competitors.

Time: How long will my
site development take? It’s
important to know when your
site will be online so you can
begin promotions. An effec-
tive website should take 30-
60 days to go live from the
start of production. Not set-
ting time limits indicates that

your project could go on for
ever. Most importantly, if a
timeline has been agreed
upon, there's no need to
hound your designer every
two hours asking if he/she has
got something to show you
yet or asking how’s its coming
along? Be patient; your pro-
ject deserves it.

Programming: What kind
of programming will be used?
An especially important ques-
tion if you’re considering
making changes to - and
maintaining - your website
yourself.

Requirements: What’s
involved in the creation of
your website? For example,
will the designer be furnishing
graphics or will you be pro-
viding your own photos?

Contract: Sign a contract.
It gives both parties a legal
basis for doing business.

What type of designer
should you hire?: Think
before you leap, and weigh
all aspects to determine who
is best for your business. Hire
a designer who is well-bal-
anced, reliable and trustwor-
thy, which leads to a strong
client relationship. Don’t for-
get to rate their work after
completion, as it is helpful to
their career growth. These are
all good questions to consider
when hiring a designer.

As a final point, I truly
believe that design isn’t exclu-
sively about Photoshop or
design software …..It’s real-
ly all about psychology. In
fact, a designer’s goal is to
influence a website visitor’s
psychological state of mind
and perception of the busi-
ness, knowing what will
appeal to customers and why.
A designer is a planner with
an aesthetic sense. Aesthet-

ics such as what emotional
state should the site create?
Is blue a better choice than
red? 

Where do a navigator’s
eyes travel, and what will
make them stop? 

Is it to the right or the left?
Should the design be simple,
or colourful and bold, or soft
and comforting? Good
designers should know all this
stuff and much more.

Moreover, designers should

be both analytical and
methodical, understanding
people’s behaviour so as to
better implement persuasive
strategies that capture interest
and produce sales. I

sn’t that what every busi-
ness owner desires? If this is
so, demanding the best ser-
vice from your designer is
paramount. 

When you've narrowed
your choice to a favourite
designer, how do you know if

they are the right one? If they
are, then what’s next? 

Nothing leads to bad adver-
tising or wastes your market-
ing dollars faster than a
graphic design disaster. 

The most important advice
I would recommend is to get
everything agreed upon in
writing. 

Until we meet again, have
fun enjoy life and stay on top
of your game.

nn About the Columnist: Ms
Bastian is an extensively
trained and qualified graphic
designer, attaining  MSc.,
BSc., CSc qualifications. She
has trained at many institu-
tions such as: Miami Lakes
Technical Centre, Success
Training College, College of
the Bahamas, Nova South-
eastern University, Learning
Tree International, Langevine
International and Synergy
Bahamas.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 2,000 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.640 0.080 -16.6 0.75%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.94 6.94 0.00 0.230 0.100 30.2 1.44%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.030 0.090 90.0 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
11.93 8.44 Cable Bahamas 8.48 8.48 0.00 0.245 0.310 34.6 3.66%
2.80 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.438 0.040 5.8 1.57%
8.50 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.40 8.40 0.00 0.740 0.000 11.4 0.00%
7.00 6.00 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.88 6.88 0.00 0.496 0.260 13.9 3.78%
2.19 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.79 1.80 0.01 0.111 0.045 16.2 2.50%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.38 1.38 0.00 0.074 0.110 18.6 7.97%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 0.498 0.240 10.8 4.44%
8.80 5.35 Finco 5.39 5.39 0.00 0.757 0.000 7.1 0.00%
9.74 8.25 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.59 Focol (S) 5.75 5.75 0.00 0.435 0.160 13.2 2.78%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,414.49 | CHG 0.01 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -85.02 | YTD % -5.67

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5573 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5573 2.04% 6.13% 1.535365
3.0185 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0185 2.41% 4.01% 2.952663
1.5976 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5976 1.50% 4.50% 1.580804
3.2025 2.5730 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.5730 -5.41% -9.79%
13.6806 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.6806 2.42% 2.01%
116.5808 103.9837 CFAL Global Bond Fund 116.5808 0.71% 8.38% 115.762221
114.1289 101.7254 CFAL Global Equity Fund 114.1289 2.39% 7.89% 111.469744
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1655 1.66% 5.19%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1264 0.71% 6.11%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1668 1.54% 5.59%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.1970 1.31% 11.59%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.1525 1.27% 8.82%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.6507 3.01% 18.38%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

30-Jun-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-May-11

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd . (Over-The-Counter Securities)

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11
29-Apr-11
31-May-11

MARKET TERMS

30-Apr-11

NAV 6MTH
1.512246
2.907492
1.561030

114.368369
106.552835

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11

30-Jun-11

30-Apr-11
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

Y
et another product of
the Frank Ruther-
ford Elite Develop-
ment Programme
was able to achieve

the much sought after dream of
securing an athletic scholarship to
play basketball at a top tier NCAA
Division I institution.

Winslo Barry, a 6'10, 228-pound
frontcourt player originally from
Harbour Island, Eleuthera, has
signed with the Texas Christian Uni-
versity Horned Frogs for the Fall
2011 campaign. He is the son of Ali-
cia M Young and Winslo Barry Sr of
Harbour Island, Eleuthera.

Barry comes to the Horned Frogs
just as the school makes the transi-
tion from the Mountain West to the
Big East, the top conference in
America which featured the reigning
NCAA champion Connecticut
Huskies.

He joins fellow Bahamian JR
Cadot on the Horned Frogs roster
for the upcoming season.

Barry joined the Frank Ruther-
ford Elite Development Programme
in 2006 when he was entering the
ninth grade.

Cadot experienced a solid first
season at TCU when he saw action

in 32 games with 22 starts. He led
the Frogs with six rebounds per
game and ranked No.2 on the team
in steals  and blocked shots, number
three in assists and number four in
scoring.

Barry starred in the classroom as
well, finishing with a 2.95 GPA en
route to pursuing a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business.

On the court, in just a few short
years he has developed from a raw
inexperienced talent to a leading
frontcourt player who graduated
with averages of 11 points, 12
rebounds and four blocked shots per

game at Christian Life Center Acad-
emy in Humble, Texas.

ESPN’s College Basketball
recruiting ranks him a 78 out of a
possible 100 points in the 2011
recruiting class.

“Winslo is a definite project for
any school who would be interested
in taking him in the late signing peri-
od. He is far from the finished prod-
uct, but he has the size and tools to
become a good player,” the scouting
report said. “The most attractive
part of his game is his enormous
wing-span that reaches at least 7'3".
His long arms make him a good shot
blocker when he doesn't even under-
stand how to block shots yet. His
offensive game is very raw right
now, lacking any type of back- to-
the-basket move, but he is someone
who could easily develop into a hid-
den gem.”

Rutherford said the student ath-
letes in the programme deserve spe-
cial recognition for being chosen
among the selected few to receive
scholarships each year.

“It is important for us, especially
as Bahamians, to appreciate the
work that has been done by the stu-
dent athletes in the Frank Ruther-
ford Elite Bahamian Education Pro-
gramme,” Rutherford said in a press
release. 

“It needs to be understood that
there are only 400 Division I bas-

ketball programmes in America and
every year there are three scholar-
ships available in these pro-
grammes. Hence, there are only
1,200 Division I scholarships to be
given each year. There are over two
million high school students com-
peting for these 1,200 scholarships,
that means that less than 0.5 per cent
of those competing will get those
scholarships. The Frank Rutherford
Elite Bahamian Education Pro-
gramme has a 150 per cent success
rate for all of the Bahamian students
that enter the programmes.

Other noted alumni of the pro-
gramme include Devard and
Devaughn Darling, Ian Symonette,
Dwight Miller, Enrico Forbes, Wal-
tia Rolle, Mikhail McLean, Probese
Leo, Alex Cooper and others.

Current highly touted recruits
Wannah Bail and Michael Carey are
expected to join the aforementioned
list next year during the recruitment
period for the class of 2012.

“All of these students sign a Divi-
sion I scholarship every year. The
Frank Rutherford Elite Bahamian
Education Programme remains com-
mitted in their relentless efforts in
helping Bahamian students achieve
a college  education through sports,”
he said. “I hope God will continue to
bestow blessings on the foundation
where it can continue to support the
youth of the Bahamas.”

THE TRIBUNE • SECTION E THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011

INSIDETRAK

TTUURRNN TTOO 33EE......

TTUURRNN TTOO 22EE......

TTUURRNN TTOO 44EE......

‘UWC
TRIATHLON

BAHAMAS’ IN
SEPTEMBER

ASTROS 
DEFEAT

NATIONALS 
3-2 IN 11TH

INNING

TARVER BEATS
GREEN, TAKES
IBO CRUISER-

WEIGHT
TITLE

NORWEGIAN
WINS STAGE

17, VOECKLER
HOLDS LEAD

TENNIS:
MONFILS 
INTO 3RD 

ROUND OF THE
GERMAN OPEN

TTUURRNN TTOO 55EE......

TTUURRNN TTOO 77EE......

Winslo Barry signs with TCU Horned Frogs

SHOOTING HOOPS: The 16th Nelson Cooper 'Peace On Da Streets' Basketball Tournament opened at the Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium on Monday. Minister Carlos Reid
(not shown) and his Youth Against Violence said his organisation is providing an alternative to crime by staging the annual event.

SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 8E

‘Shoot basketballs 
instead of guns’

BIG DEAL: Winslo Barry

               



By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

A LEADING international
non-governmental organisa-
tion seeks to increase its profile
in the Bahamas while foster-
ing a major fundraising effort.

United World Colleges
Bahamas is scheduled to host
the “UWC Triathlon
Bahamas” at Clifton Heritage
Park on September 25. Set to
begin at 7am, the sprint
triathlon event will feature a
750m swim, 20-kilometer (12.4
mile) bike and five kilometer
run.

Participants, grouped in sev-
eral categories ranging from
age 15 to over 70, can race
individually or join either male,
female or co-ed relay teams.

The swim will consist of a
clockwise buoy race, the
cycling portion of the race will
take place on the “Albany
Loop” and the run consists of a
5K out-and-back along the
trails inside of Clifton Heritage
Park.

The UWC is a global edu-
cational NGO that seeks to
unite students from across the
globe who have been award-
ed based on merit and “irre-
spective of race, religion, poli-
tics or the ability to pay, with
the aim of fostering peace and
international understanding.”

It was founded by Kurt

Kahn under the premise that:
“Students aged 16 to 18 are
grounded in their own cultures,
but still impressionable enough
to learn from each other.”

In The Bahamas, UWC
premiered in 1971 and sent its
first ambassador. In nearly 40
years, over 90 Bahamian stu-
dents have graduated from
UWC Colleges. 

His Excellency LB Johnson
served as chairman of the
UWC national committee until
2008 before the position was
filled by Mrs BJ Clancy-
Deveaux. His Excellency Gov-
ernor General Arthur Hanna
is the patron of the pro-
gramme.

The Bahamas UWC Nation-
al Committee consists of UWC
Alumni and volunteers dedi-
cated to providing Bahamian
high-school students with the
unique and transformational
opportunity of a UWC educa-
tion.

UWC students are selected
from within their own coun-
tries as ambassadors of their
country. 

According to the organisa-
tion, the traditional UWC
graduate “seeks to apply their
commitment to positive social
change throughout their lives.”

“We are proud that a UWC
education can and often does
benefit whole communities,
not just the individual who
received the scholarship.”

SPORTS
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LUXURY & PERFORMANCE REDEFINED

Introducing the Lexus IS Series

Available in Grand Bahama at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport),  Queens Hwy, 352-6122 • Abaco Motor Mall, Don MacKay Blvd, 367-2916

AUTHORIZED DAIHATSU AND TOYOTA DEALER
A part of the Automall group

Shirley Street at Church Street
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5:30pm

Sat 8am - 12noon
Tel: 397-1700
info@executivemotors.bs  
www.automallbahamas.com

EXECUTIVE MOTORS LTD

IS 250 stock available now.

GN-1270

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

‘UWC Triathlon Bahamas’ set 
for Clifton Heritage Park

SWIM, CYCLE AND RUN: The triathlon race features a 750m swim, 12.4 mile bike and 5km run.

CORAL GABLES, Fla.
(AP) — Former Miami Heat
star Alonzo Mourning was
sued Wednesday over a week-
end traffic crash in Florida that
raised questions about whether
he improperly left the scene.

The lawsuit seeking unspec-
ified damages was filed on
behalf of 21-year-old William
Candelario, who suffered head
injuries in the rollover crash
early Sunday near Miami
Beach. Candelario said he has
little memory of what hap-
pened and his attorney said the
lawsuit is aimed at finding
answers.

"The question we have is
how, why, would Mr Mourning
leave this accident?" said attor-
ney Spencer Aronfeld. "We're
not on a witch hunt trying to
destroy one of South Florida's
most respected and beloved
celebrities. We're simply try-
ing to get answers."

In a brief interview, Mourn-
ing said he came upon the
crash scene but declined to say
whether he struck one of the
vehicles.

Sgt. Thomas Pikul, a Florida
Highway Patrol spokesman,
said investigators determined
that Mourning's blue Porsche
Panamera struck Candelario's
Audi A4 a short time after the
Audi had collided with a third
vehicle. "We've determined it
was two separate crashes,"
Pikul said.

Mourning, currently the
Heat's vice president for play-
er programmes and develop-
ment, acknowledged leaving
the scene. Investigators said he
returned about 40 minutes lat-
er, in another car driven by his
wife, Tracy.
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